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NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER. 


The  present  proprietor  of  this  work,  having  at 
length  completed  the  publication  of  the  numbers 
which  were  deferred  by  his  predecessor,  and  of  the 
several  indices  which  had  also  been  omitted,  is 
now  ready  to  furnish  copies  of  the  entire  work, 
from  its  commencement  in  1811,  of  which  a few 
sets,  remain  in  the  possession  of  the  representatives 
of  Hezekiah  Niles,  making  50  volumes  up  to  the 
period  of  his  editorship,  and  for  which  the  price 
is  $125.  He  is  also  ready  to  furnish  copies  from 
the  commencement  of  the  new  series  in  September 
1836,  when  the  work  was  enlarged  in  size,  and 
printed  upon  type  better  suited  to  its  readers. — 
Since  that  period  seven  volumes  have  been  publish- 
ed; the  eighth  is  now  in  progress,  and  will  embrace 
the  time  intervening  to  ttie  1st  of  September  next, 
at  the  rate  of  $2  50  per  volume. 

Subscriptions  to  the  work  at  $5  per  annum  will 
be  received,  commencing  either  at  the  time  of  sub- 
scribing, or  at  the  pleasure  of  the  subscriber,  with 
the  current,  or  any  preceding  volume.  The  num- 
bers can  be  forwarded  each  week  by  mail,  carefully 
packed  and  directed,  or  they  can.be  retained  until 
the  volume  is  completed,  and  then  forwarded, 
bound,  or  unbound,  at  the  option  of  the  subscriber; 
the  binding,  of  course,  being  an  additional  charge. 

To  those  who  are  familiar  with  the  history  of  the 
last  thirty  years,  it  would  be  unnecessary  to  speak 
in  commendation  of  this  work.  Suffice  it  to  say 
that  it  is  recognised  by  all  public  men  as  an  au- 
thentic record  of  the  times;  it  is  used  as  such  by 
public  authority  in  all  diplomatic  and  legislative 
proceedings,  and  is  admitted  as  authority  by  the 
courts  of  law. 

It  is  chiefly  as  a standard  National  Register  of 
passing  events,  and  depository  of  valuable  docu- 
ments and  statistics,  that  the  present  proprietor  is 
desirous  of  having  the  work  recognised.  Benefit- 
ing by  the  example  of  his  predecessors,  it  is  his 
determination  to  build  upon  their  superstructure 
such  a publication  as  will  become  the  age  in  which 
we  live,  and  the  progressive  improvement  of  the 
press  in  this  country. 

To  accomplish  this  object,  he  asks  that  coun- 
tenance and  support  which  alone  can  effect  it;  he 
appeals  to  the  public  to  enable  him  to  make  of  the 
Register,  a standard  publication,  without 
which  the  library  of  no  enlightened  citizen  of  this 
republic  would  be  complete,  embracing  as  it  will,  a 
comprehensive  record  of  the  present  period,  and  of- 
fering to  the  owner  an  authentic  book  of  facts,  to  the 
pages  of  which  he  can  confidently  appeal  when 
ever  interest,  inclination,  or  pleasure  shall  induce 
him  to  recur  to  the  passage  of  those  events,  “much 
of  which  he  saw — and  part  of  which  he  U’as,” 
and  to  the  perusal  of  which,  he  can  safely  re- 
commend those,  the  progress  of  whose  intellectual 
culture  and  historical  information.  Providence  may 
have  placed  within  his  influence.  In  short,  the  pub- 
lisher of  the  Register  is  desirous  to  rescue  from 
oblivion,  and  preserve  in  a convenient  form  for  re- 
ference, all  the  mo3t  important  and  authentic  ar- 
ticles which  appear  in  the  newspapers  of  the  day, 
and  most  of  which,  but  for  such  a depository,  would 
be  but  evanescent,  and  after  a short  period,  inquir- 
ed for  in  vain.  A large  portion  of  American  rea- 
ders feel  no  interest  in  the  commercial,  shipping 
and  advertising  columns  of  a newspaper,  still  less 
do  they  desire  to  participate  in  the  bitter  animosities 
engendered  by  conflicting  political  opinions,  and 
the  every-day  tales  of  thousand  tongued  rumor — to 
such  readers  the  National  Register  fairly  commends 
itself.  In  its  pages  are  admitted  only  so  much  of 
what  is  styled  the  politics  of  the  day,  as  fairly  be- 
longs to  the  his\->ry  of  the  times,  and  furnishes  a 
full  and  impartial  envelopment  of  the  principles 
avowed  by,  or  attributed  each  party,  as  it  rises 
or  falls.  Discarding  the  light  v^rat'ire  and  fictions 


which  are  so  abundant  elsewhere,  it  proposes  to 
be  essentially  a matter  of  fact  record,  where  im- 
partial truth  may  be  found  in  reference  to  the  men 
and  measures  of  the  day.  More  matter,  interesting 
to  this  class  of  readers,  is  contained  in  the  sixteen 
closely  printed  pages  of  the  Register,  issued  each 
week,  than  in  the  columns  of  almostany  daily  news- 
paper, in  the  same  time,  and  with  this  decided  ad- 
vantage, that  it  is  furnished  in  a form  suitable  for 
preservation  and  convenient  for  reference,  and  that 
too,  at  considerably  less  than  half  the  eost  of  a daiiy 
paper,  if  postage  be  included  in  the  calculation. 

The  general  scope  of  each  number  of  the  Register 
embraces — 

1st.  Foreign  articles.  1,  Of  a general  charac- 
ter, as  of  Europe,  &c.;  2,  British  affairs;  3,  French; 
4,  Germany;  5,  Belgium;  6,  Prussia;  7,  Poland;  8, 
Russia  and  the  Northern  Powers;  9,  Spain  and 
Portugal;  10,  Italy  and  Greece;  11,  Turkey  and 
Egypt;  12,  Africa  and  Liberia;  13,  Asia;  14,  the 
Pacific;  15,  South  America  and  the  West  Indies; 
16,  Texas;  17,  Canada. 

2d.  National  concerns.  1,  Of  a general  char- 
acter; 2,  Foreign  relations;  Trade  and  Commerce; 
4,  Tariff',  American  System,  &c.;  5,  Public  Lands; 
6,  Post  Office;  7,  Army;  8,  Navy;  9,  Frontier  and 
Indian  affairs,  the  War  in  Florida,  Sic. 

3d.  Affairs  of  the  States  of  the  Union — 
Arranged  geographically,  Maine,  Vermont,  Mas- 
sachusetts, &e. 

4th.  Passing  incidents.  Local  affairs,  of  places, 
persons — state  of  the  markets. 

5th.  Law  and  cases  in  Court.  Trials  and  legal 
decisions. 

6th.  Political.  Party  movements  and  party  prin- 
ciples, an  impartial  record  of. 

7th.  Inventions,  Improvements, the  Arts  and 
Literature. 

8th.  Congressional  proceedings. 

9th.  A Chronicle,  Alphabetically  arranged,  will 
occupy  the  last  page. 

To  each  volume  will  be  attached  a title  page  and 
comprehensive  index,  of  which  this  is  furnished  as 
our  first  specimen — and  is,  we  are  aware,  suscepti- 
ble of  improvements,  which  experience  will  suggest. 

J.  HUGHES. 

Baltimore,  May,  1840. 


From  the  National  Intelligencer. 

Niles'  Register.  It  is  not  necessary,  we  are  sure, 
for  us  to  say  a word  in  commendation  of  that  valua- 
ble repository  of  facts  and  documents  which  is  al- 
ready almost  the  only  authority  that  can  easily  be 
referred  to,  and  entirely  relied  upon,  for  an  impor- 
tant portion  of  our  country’s  history. 

From  the  N.  York  American. 

Niles'  Register,  long  known,  and  where  known, 
most  valued  as  a careful  and  comprehensive  regis- 
ter of  all  the  important  public  documents  and  poli- 
tical and  statistical  details. 

From  the  Richmond  ( Va.)  Enquirer. 

Niles’  Register.  It  is  the  best  general  collection 
of  historical  facts  and  references,  that  is  published 
in  the  United  States  with  a table  of  contents. 

From  tke'Ncw  Hampshire  Patriot. 

Niles’  Register.  As  a record  of  facls,  notwith- 
standing a slight  tinge  of  whig  coloring  is  generally 
apparent,  the  Register  stands  among  the  first  publi- 
cations in  the  country. 

From,  the  New  Hampshire  Statesman. 

As  a record  of  facts,  and  documents,  and  events, 
legislative,  biographical,  historical,  and  statistical, 
there  is  no  work  in  the  United  States  securing  so 
full  and  faithful  an  account;  in  tact  it  is  not  only  a 
great  aid  to  cvpi  v business  man,  but  has  become 


almost  indispensable  to  such  as  have  occasion  to 
refer  to  public  documents  or  public  proceedings,  for 
important  statistical  facts. 

From  the  Baltimore  Chronicle. 

Niles’  Register.  As  a faithful  chronicler  of  events, 
the  Register  stands  pre-eminently  and  deservedly 
high;  indeed,  no  other  publication  in  the  country 
furnishes  equal  facilities  for  reference  to  things  past. 

From  the  Ohio  Republican. 

Niles’  Register.  As  a record  of  documents,  facts, 
and  news  of  the  day,  thi3  work  has  no  equal  in  the 
United  States.  Its  pages  abound  with  valuable  in- 
formation of  at!  kinds,  but  more  particularly  with 
facts  and  incidents  connected  with  the  history  of  our 
country,  and  is  essentially  useful  as  a book  of  refer- 
ence, and  is  now  a standard  work  of  all  the  princi- 
pal libraries  in  the  United  States.  We  recommend 
it  with  pleasure  to  all  wishing  a faithful  record  of 
the  times — the  price  per  annum  is  five  dollars. 

From  the  New  York  Evening  Post. 

Niles’  Register.  As  a record  of  facts  and  docu- 
ments, and  of  the  news  of  the  day,  this  journal  stands 
among  the  foremost,  and  some  improvements  in 
contemplation  will  still  further  enhance  its  value  to 
its  subscribers. 

From  Freedom’s  Sentinel,  Schenectady,  N.  Y. 

Niles’  Register.  This  old,  faithful  and  valuable 
paper — is  so  well  known,  as  well  in  Europe  as  the 
United  States,  that  the  Register  is  chiefly  compiled 
of  all  the  important  public  documents,  and  polilical 
and  statistical  details — which  are  recorded  with  the 
utmost  accuracy  and  impartiality- — that  it  is  scarce- 
ly necessary  to  add  one  word  in  its  commendation. 
We  hope  that  the  proprietor  will  be  amply  compen- 
sated for  his  efforts  to  render  the  Register  stiff  more 
valuable. 

From  the  Charleston  ( S.  C.)  Mercury. 

Niles’  Register.  We  take  this  opportunity  of  say- 
ing something  of  the  character  of  this  publication, 
and  its  claims  to  the  patronage  of  the  community. 
As  a political  journal,  the  Register  stands  quite  alone 
— it  has  no  partisan  character — its  object  is  not  to 
propagate  the  opinions  of  one  man,  or  advocate  the 
advancement  of  any  one  party,  but  to  present  from 
week  to  week,  a judicious  collection  of  facts  and 
documents  connected  with,  and  tending  to  elucidate 
the  political  history  and  condition  of  the  country. — 
Too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  to  the  uniform 
judgment,  and  good  sense,  which  have  governed 
the  conductor  of  the  Register  in  the  selection  of  its 
articles.  The  citizen  will  find  in  it  every  thing  ne- 
cessary to  give  him  a complete  acquaintance  with 
the  spirit  of  ttie  political  world,  and  to  the  future 
historian,  the  Register  will  be  an  inestimable  trea- 
sury of  the  most  authentic  and  ample  materials  tor 
the  history  of  this  country.  The  great  popularity, 
and  indeed  authority  which  it  has  attained,  both  in 
this  country  and  in  Europe,  attest  that  this  is  no 
exaggerated  praise,  and  the  unobtrusive  character 
of  its  conductor  is  another  proof  if  any  other  were 
needed,  that  its  reputation  depends  exclusively  up- 
on its  merits.  We  sincerely  wish  it,  both  for  ttie 
benefit  of  the  editor  and  the  community,  a universal 
circulation. 

From  the  St.  Louis  (Mo.)  Republican. 

Niles’  Register.  There  is  no  periodical  in  the 
union,  probably  in  the  civilized  world,  that  has  won 
for  itself  so  lasting  and  so  enviable  a reputation  as 
this.  Every  where,  at  home  and  abroad,  by  the  pub- 
lic men  of  our  own  and  of  other  countries,  without 
distinction  of  party,  it  is  regarded  as  a strictly  cor- 
rect register  ot  passing  events,  and  upon  all  occasions, 
ils  pages  arc  cited  and  respected  as  authority,  and 
although  the  editor  has  never  surrendered  the  in- 
tegrity of  his  own  opinions,  he  has  won  from  those 
of  opposite  sentiments  their  respect  and  confidence. 
The  many  testimonials  given  by  congress  and  other 


iv 

public  functionaries,  is  a certain  evidence  of  the 
integrity  and  ability  with  which  facts  pertaining  to 
the  history  of  the  country  have  been  presented  and 
preserved. 

From  the  Boston  Atlas. 

Niles’  Register.  As  a work  of  reference,  the  Re- 
gister is  invaluable.  It  has  been  conducted  with 
judgment,  and  presents  a mass  of  political  and  his- 
torical matter  which  is  to  be  found  in  no  other  pub- 
lication. 

From  the  Lynchburg  Virginian. 

Niles’  Register.  As  a record  of  facts  and  docu- 
ments, it  is  decidedly  the  best  publication  of  the 
day,  whilst  an  ample  portion  of  its  pages  is  devoted 
to  the  publication  of  the  current  news.  The  back 
volumes  of  the  Register  are  now  uniformly  appeal- 
ed to,  whenever  it  is  necessary  to  recur  to  past 
events — furnishing,  as  they  do,  a complete  docu- 
mentary and  of  course  authentic  history  of  the  times. 
"We  cordially  recommend  it  to  public  patronage. 

From  the  Zanesville  ( O.)  Gazette. 

Niles’  Register.  The  Register  has  been  publish- 
ed for  29  years,  and  is  well  known  to  be  the  best 
record  of  the  events  of  the  day  that  is  published  in 
the  United  States. 

From  the  Lexington  (Ky.)  Intelligencer . 

Niles’  Weekly  Register.  As  a channel  of  authen- 
tic intelligence  to  the  great  public,  of  pelitical  and 
other  events,  it  is  W'ithout  a rival  in  America  for  its 
accuracy  as  to  facts;  and  so  far  as  political  specula- 
tions are  concerned,  it  is  marked  by  a calmness, 
correctness  of  discrimination,  soundness  of  judg- 
ment, and  a courtesy  to  contemporary  writes,  which 
being  already  well  known  can  receive  little  addi- 
tional celebrity  from  our  approbation.  The  Regis- 
ter has  for  many  years  been  a depository  of  all  the 
most  important  public  documents  elicited  by  the 
sessions  of  congress. 

From  the  United  Stales  Gazette , Philadelphia. 

Niles’  Register  may  now  be  deemed  one  of  the 
most  valuable  repositories  of  facts — political,  statis- 
tical, geographical,  historical,  religious  and  miscel- 
laneous. It  is  when  we  need  such  information  that 
we  learn  to  know  the  value  of  Niles’  Register. — 
We  observed,  while  at  Harrisburg  a few  week  since, 
that  “Niles’  Register”  was  a text  book  for  those 
that  dealt  in  facts  and  wished  to  chasten  the  little 
extravagancies  of  the  fancy  members. 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER. 

From  the  Charlestown  (Va.)  Free  Press. 

Niles’  Register.  The  Register  presents  a faithful 
documentary  record  of  the  political  and  other  im- 
portant events  of  the  country,  and  should  be  cherish- 
ed by  the  public  with  affection  and  liberality. 

From  the  Cleveland  ( O.)  Daily  Advertiser. 

Niles’  Register.  As  a magazine  of  facts  and  do- 
cuments for  reference,  we  know  of  no  periodical 
in  the  country  more  worthy  the  patronage  of  the 
public.  The  editor’s  political  opinions  differ  in 
some  respects  from  our  own,  so  that  we  do  not  re- 
commend the  Register  from  party  bias,  but  as  a 
repository  of  useful  matters — of  documents  and 
statistics  which  should  be  universally  known  and 
permanently  preserved.  Without  professing  neu- 
trality, the  Register  presents  the  most  valuable 
characteristic  of  a neutral  paper,  the  leading  facts 
on  which  opinions  may  be  formed  and  arguments 
founded.  The  news  department  of  the  Register 
is  likewise  worthy  of  commendation:  without  any 
attempts  to  gather  up  the  fictitious  novelties  of  the 
day,  the  most  important  items  of  domestic  and  fo- 
reign news  are  duty  selected  and  chronicled.  The 
Register  may  be  denominated  the  contemporary 
history  of  the  politics  and  facts  of  the  day. 

From  the  Buffalo  (N.  Y.)  Journal. 

Niles’  Register.  If  is  unnecessary,  at  this  day, 
to  speak  in  terms  of  praise  of  this  paper.  It  en- 
joys a reputation,  as  an  impartial  record  of  all  the 
important  matters  connected  with  the  history  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  last  twenty-six  years — and 
which  may  in  vain  be  looked  for  in  any  other  publica- 
tion— that  is  beyond  all  price;  and  it  is  but  justice 
to  add,  that  since  it  has  passed  into  the  hands  of 
the  present  editor,  that  reputation  has  been  fully 
sustained. 

From  the  Independent  Chronicle,  Boston. 

Niles’  Register.  This  is  a useful  depository  of 
historical  facts,  of  political  and  statistical  docu- 
ments, and  miscellaneous  information  and  discus- 
sion. 

From  the  Pittsburg  ( Pa.)  Gazelle. 

“This  valuable  work  has  been  for  years  before 
the  public,  and  has  obtained  a most  enviable  repu- 
tation with  men  of  all  parties.  The  editor  i ntends 
making  improvements  in  his  plan  of  publication, 
which  will  render  it  still  more  valuable,  while  the 
terms  are  to  remain  as  heretofore — five  dollars  per 
annum,  payable  in  advance,” 


From  the  Delaware  Journal. 

Niles’  Register.  We  have  frequently  heretofore 
expressed  our  opinion  of  the  Register  wuth  which 
we  have  so  long  been  familiar.  It  is  in  our  judgment 
decidedly  the  most  useful  and  valuable  book  of  re- 
ference published  in  the  country,  for  one  who  has 
occasion  to  refer  to  public  documents,  congressional 
debates  and  transactions,  and  passing  events — and 
who  has  not?  For  nearly  thirty  years  in  which  the 
Register  has  been  published,  it  constitutes  the  full- 
est, and  most  authentic  history  of  the  country,  which 
is  to  be  found  any  where  else  within  the  same  com- 
pass. We  heartily  wish  it  a prosperous  continuance. 

From  the  Alexandria  (D.  C.)  Gazette. 

As  a record  of  facts  and  documents,  and  of  the 
news  of  the  day,  Niles’  Register  is  unrivalled. 

From  the  Wheeling  ( Va.)  Gazette. 

Niles’  Register.  We  know  of  no  work  more  de- 
serving of  the  patronage  of  an  enlighted  people 
than  this,  giving  as  it  does  a concise  history  of  all 
that  can  interest  the  searcher  after  political  truth, 
or  the  liberal  republican.  The  gleanings  of  the 
past  and  present  are  embodied  in  it 3 pages  for  the  eye 
of  futurity,  with  an  uneriing  accuracy,  and  unfal- 
tering assiduity;  affording  to  the  candid  reader  what 
is  most  needed  among  the  people  of  this  country — 
a key  to  past  experience,  and  a guide  to  national 
prosperity. 

The  Potomac  Advocate,  Georgetown,  D.  C. 

Speaking  of  Niles’s  National  Register,  says — “Its 
usefulness  and  fidelity  as  an  impartial  record  of  facts, 
public  documents,  and  the  current  news  of  the  day, 
is  too  generally  known  to  need  commendation.  Mr. 
Niles,  sen.  had,  by  his  long,  arduous,  and  faithful 
efforts,  long  since,  secured  to  it  a reputation  which 
it  has  not  lost  since  under  the  management  of  its 
present  proprietor.  A work,  such  as  it  professes  to 
be,  not  partaking  of  a p/arty  or  sectional  character, 
but  presenting  to  all  parties  in  all  parts  of  the  coun- 
try, seeking  after  truth,  a faithful  record  of  thing3 
and  policy,  (as  they  transpire),  in  these  days  of 
strong  political  bias  and  excitement,  is  much  need- 
ed, and  we  hope  it  will  meet  with  such  encourage- 
ment and  support  as  may  enable  its  editor  to  trans- 
mit its  usefulness  to  future  generations.” 

From  the  Southern  Telegragh,  Greensborovgh,  N.  C. 

Niles’  Register,  is  a very  useful  arid  interesting 
journal,  and  is  eminently  worthy  of  public  patronage, 
ranking  as  it  does,  among  the  best  papers  in  our 
country.  Success  to  the  proprietor. 


INDEX  TO  VOLUME  LVII 


Abduction,  of  Sidney  O.  Francis,  a colored  boy  99 
Abolition  petitions — Mr.  Wise’s  resolution  relative 
to  Sul;  Mr.  Garland’s  ib.;  Mr.  Cole’s  303;  Mr.  Granger’s 
ib.:  Mr.  Chinn’s  ib.:  Mr.  Black  ib.:  debate  on  Mr.Thomp- 
son’s  resolution  351,  365,  367;  yeas  and  nays  on  adopt- 
ing it  367;  Mr.  Bous’  letter  respecting  his  vote  373;  re- 
solutions in  the  Onio  legislature  378 

Abolitionists — convention  of,  and  resolutions  221; 
nominate  candidates  for  president  and  vice-president 
of  the  United  States  240;  who  decline  320 

Abyssinia — Egyptian  expedition  to  148-9 

Adams,  J.  Q.  on  the  license  law  of  Mass.  4;  as  a 
horticulturist  13;  addresses  the  members  upon  the 
New  Jersey  case  237;  is  conducted  to  the  chair  233; 
pronounces  the  exclusion  of  the  whig  representatives 
from  qualifying,  unconstitutional  241-4;  explanation 
247;  decision  u43,  257;  answer  on  the  vote  for  speaker 
266,  271;  Smithsonian  bequest  300;  on  abolition  peti- 
tions 301-2-3,  335;  outlines  of  his  Smithsonian  bill  333; 
rule  on  presenting  petitions  351,  365-7,  381-2;  correct- 
ing the  journal  399,  415,  429 

Administration— convention  of  the  Van  Buren  con- 


gressmen 


304 


Africa  and  Africans:  see  Amistad;  Wilson’s  account 
of  a sovereign  of  24;  military  posts  occupied  by  the 
British  army  in  52;  information  from,  by  the  arrival  of 
the  Euphrates,  captured  by  the  British  on  the  coast  of, 
and  sent  in  to  be  tried  here  as  an  American  slaver  84; 
termination  of  the  war  in  Little  Bassa  84;  letter  of  go- 
vernor Buchanan  relative  to  said  war,  the  slave  trade 
and  colonization  107;  sloop  of  war  to  be  ordered  to  the 
coast  of  144;  Egyptian  expedition  to  Nigretia  or  Abyssi- 
nia 143-9;  population  of  the  French  possessions^  149; 
slave,  trade — see  slavers — sickness  of  the  French  army 
in  241;  the  French  defeated  near  Algiers — Egyptian 
army  victorious  in  Arabia  ib.;  slave  trade  extensively 
carried  on  353;  items,  Liberia,  &c.  ib.;  various  items 
from  Algiers  336 

Age  of  navy  officers  43 

Agricultural — survey  of  Rhode  Island  134;  Rohan 
potatoes  152;  judge  Duel  ib.;  use  of  moms  mullicaulis 
in  destroying  coco  grass  194;  toasts  203;  respiration 
Gf  plants — chestnut  grafted  upon  oak — maclara  auran- 
tiaca  221;  pumpkin  272;  agricultural  school  283;  South 
Carolina  agricultural  convention  ib.;  fruit  trees  336; 
beet  root  sugar  334 

Agricultural  resources  of  Pennsylvania  57;  cultiva- 
tion of  ticus  elastitia  in  Cuba  64;  see  wheat. 

Aiken,  South  Carolina,  fire  at,  4th  Oct.  112,  192 
Alabama — law  of,  for  enslaving  free  people  of  color 
that  remain  in  the  state  64;  three  awful  fires  at  Mobile 
117,  137, 153, 167, 181;  fever  at  Mobile  ib;  banks  167;  de- 
cision in  cases  of  unincorporated  hanking  associations 
in  153,  167,  183;  trade — John  Bradford  shot  202;  crops, 
a cause  of  hard  times — whig  convention  216;  gold 
mine  256;  meeting  of  the  legislature  272,  238;  synopsis 
of  the  -governor’s  message  278;  administration  state 
convention  nominate  M.Van  Buren  for  president,  and 
W in . R.  Kmg  for  vice-president  311;  items  ib  ; the 
governor’s  message — 'he  banks  323,  336;  losses  of  the 
banks  352;  message  of  governor  Bagley  356;  state  debt, 
legislation  on  banks  377;  relief  law  420 

Albany — articles  of  association  signed  by  citizens  of 
in  1775  87;  mayor  of  320;  city  finances  363 

Albion  coal  mines,  fire  in  the  191 

Alcohol,  Dr,  Christison’s  statement  of  the  quantity  of, 
in  wines  71 

Alford,  Mr.  235,  349,  350-1,  367 

Algiers — population  of  80;  more  French  troops  to  be 
sent  to  120;  see  France — Africa. 

Aliens— can  citizens  abroad  be  sued  as? — decision 
of  court  183 

All  Saints  dav  240 

Allen  Mr.  243,  253,  234,  317;  boundary  332-3,  347, 

397,  423 

Alton,  fire  at  160 

Alvord,  A.  C.  death  of,  announced  318 

Amalgamation,  items  152;  specimen  of,  in  evidence 

184 

Ambassador  from  Texas  to  France,  arrested  in  New 
Vw'.-  |hr  debts — court  order  discharge  256,  257 

A mb  u,<,.  Mr.  and  his  mnnagerie  13 

America — n-]i|ary  posts  occupied  by  the  British  army 
in  52;  discoveries  Thomas  Simpson  on  the  northern 
coast  of  96 


America  Vespucci — leaves  Boston  208;  writing  on 
America  416 

American  Almanac  the,  of  1340,  notice  of  124 

American  Colonization  society  240 

American  consuls — see  appointments. 

American  ingenuity,  in  evading  laws  37;  furnishing 
locompiive  engines  ior  European  rail  roads  4S;  Harris’ 
sieam  boat  paddles  , 98 

American  iyceum,  discussions  proposed  on  educa- 
tion 194 

American  Institute,  fair  of  the  16,  20,  50 

American  manufactures,  mistaken  for  British  50;  ca- 
lico prints  at  Mulliausen  works,  Southwark  64;  that  es- 
tablishment burnt  down  67;  superior  locomotives  96 
American  system,  effects  of  the  44 

American  officers  abroad  210 

American  stocks,  important  suggestions  relative  to, 
by  the  Barrings  177;  prices  209 

American  ministers,  notice  of  Mr.  Muhlenberg,  at 
Vienna  51 

American  revolution,  table  showing  the  date  and 
places  of  the  battles  fought  during  the,  commanders, 
respective  losses,  &c.  23;  capture  of  Vincennes  in  1779 
by  gen.  Clarke  86;  articles  of  association  signed  by  ci- 
tizens of  Albany  city  and  county  in  1775  87 

Amherst  college  catalogue  256 

Amisiad,  a suspicious  vessel  reported  1;  capture  and 
arrival  with  Africans  on  board  23;  further  particulars 
29;  death  of  one  of  the  Africans  48;  Spanish  minister 
demands  her  48;  some  account  of  the  Africans  50;  trial 
in  U.  S.  circuit  court  73;  decision  of  judge  Thompson 
75;  relative  to  the  Africans  of  the  99,  105;  death  of  one 
of  the  Africans  176;  proceedings  in  the  case  of  the 
222,  336;  judge  Judson’s  decision  352,  384;  British 
feeling  417 

Anatomy,  a female  lecturing  on  205 

Ancient  city  of  Palenqne  IP 

Anderson,  Mr.  235,  350 

Anderson,  Alexander,  elected  United  States  senator 
from  Tennessee  400;  qualifies  428 

Andre  and  Arnold,  authentic  incidents  related  by  S. 
Cassidy  239 

Andrews,  Mr.  334,  399 

Annapolis  and  Elk  Ridge  rail  road,  progress  of 
the  180 

Anniversary  of  the  8th  January  320 

Antarctic  expedition  by  the  British,  about  to  sail  145 
Anthracite  furnace  176,  239,  313;  dinner,  Mr.  Bid- 
dle’s speech  386 

Anthracite  iron  256 

Anthracite  region  256 

Anti-slavery  society  160 

Antwerp — arrivals  at,  from  1832  to  1838  34 

Apache  Indians  18 

Appendix  to  a duel  363 

Appleby,  captain,  at  large  ISO 

Apples  240 

Appointments  by  the  president  132,  165,  194,225, 
257,  307,  321,  333,  354,  372,  386,  400,  401,  418,  432 

Appropriation  bill  317-18 

Appropriations  by  the  British  parliament  70 

Arabian  Nights,  the  author  of  164 

Arago,  M.  on  preventing  hailstorms  128 

Argentine  republic — the  French  petition  for  a force 
to  suppress  Rosas  417 

Arkansas — sale  of  the  state  bonds  of,  in  the  city  of 
London  93;  Red  river  raft  137;  a port  of  entry  299;  go- 
vernor Conway  declines  re-election  154;  Notrebes 
acquitted  of  Desha’s  murder  184;  stock  of,  adver- 
tised in  New  York  213;  cotton  crop — sioclcs — route 
to  Mexico  216;  colonel  B.  H.  Martin  304;  outrage 
on  the  frontier  354;  coal  in  416 

Army— intelligence  22;  Trenton  encampment  22: 
movement  of  troops  32;  monuments  proposed  to  lieu t. 
D.  E.  Hale  32;  monument  to  col.  R.  A.  Thompson  35; 
board  of  examiners  for  admission  into  the  36;  a nation- 
al military  convention  proposed  38;  camp  Washington, 
review  at  Trenton  55;  valuable  statistical  publication 
presented  by  the  medical  department  of  the  British 
navy,  to  the  U.  S.  surgeon  general,  the  correspondence 
72;  gen.  Scott  at  Trenton  encampment  96 

Army  movements  118;  general  orders  51,  119;  camp 
Washington  in  New  Jersey  evacuated  128;  rumor  ib.: 
death  of  captain  Griffin,  assistant  adjutant  general, 
movement  ot  troops  133;  rumor  of  other  movements 
139;  general  order  No.  5G,  No.  59,  195;  various  move- 


ments— prospects  of  another  Indian  war  195;  lieute- 
nant colonel  J.  B.  Brant’s  resignation  208;  items  ib.; 
210;  inquiries  relative  to  defences  225;  general  order 
No.  60,  &c.  226;  colonel  Karney’s  expedition  among 
the  Cherokees  24!;  appointments — colonel  Worth  258; 
death  of  colonel  Foster  272;  death,  &.c.  288;  R.  A. 
Forsyth,  paymaster  default  283;  general  order  No.  67, 
308;  apprehended  loss  of  the  brig  Virginia  with  troops 
320;  mourning  for  general  Bernard  336;  arrival  of  the 
Virginia  ib.;  recruits  352;  report  of  the  secretary  of  war 
relative  to  superanuatiug  army  officers  355;  third  regi- 
ment of  infantry  334-,  equalization  of  the  pay  of  284, 
299;  appropriation  bill  reported  351;  the  dragoons  in 


Arkansas  416 

Army — see  British. 

Army  of  Sweden  143 

Army  and  Navy  Chronicle  272 

Armies  of  European  powers  241 

Aroostook  timber  22:  see  boundary,  region  212;  ex- 
penses of  the  expedition  to  the  368 

Arson,  respectable  men  charged  of  207 

Artesian  well,  at  Grenelle  173 

Arts,  exhibition  of  the,  in  France  89 

Asia — military  posts  occupied  by  the  British  army  in 
52;  Balochee  fort  taken  by  storm  53;  conspiracy  to 
overthrow  the  British  power  in,  discovered  337 

Atherton,  Mr.  232 

Atmospheric  resistance  of  railway  trains  in  motion 

172 

Attachment,  law  of  207 

Auction,  a bargain  bought  at  96 

Augusta,  Georgia,  yellow  fever  at  16,  32,  137;  sub- 
sides 192 


Aurora — islands  discovery  of,  by  the  American  ex- 
ploring expedition  145 

Austin,  capital  of  Texas  176;  description  of  &c.  306 
Austria — see  Vienna;  prince  Matternich  sick  53;  re- 
turn of  the  envoy  of,  to  Washington  65;  commercial 

relations  witli  165;  de  Gerstner  the  engineer  192 

Aycrigg,  Mr.  234;  denied  the  right  to  vote  for 
speaker  241 

Azores,  emigration  from  the  113 


B. 

Baker,  Mr.  Osmyn  334 

Bakers  tried  at  Paris,  for  selling  light  bread  203 

Ballot  for  speaker  266 

Baltimore — relative  to  the  mob  against  a convent  in  3: 
number  of  passengers  arrived  at  16:  new  public  store 
at  17:  correspondence  between  the  mayor  and  Catho- 
lics of,  relative  to  the  nunnery  affair  56;  attempt  to 
burn  the  Washington  fire  company’s  engine  house  80; 
tonnage — commerce  288;  city  councils  320 

Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail  road — Mr.  Me  Lane’s  nego- 
tiation with  the  Barrings  167;  thirteenth  annual  re- 
port _ 309 

Banda  Oriental  2 

Bank  of  the  United  Stales,  of  Pennsylvania — drafts 
on  Hottinguer  & Co.  returned — Mr.  Jaudon’s  arrange- 
ment with  the  Barrings  119;  aff  air  with  Hottinguer  121; 
with  New  York  122-3;  remarks  of  various  public  jour- 
nals 122-3;  condition  of  the  139,  140;  items  144;  Messrs. 
Hottinguer  &.  Co.  147;  arrangement  affected  with  the 
Rothschilds  160:  the  infirmation  confirmed,  particu- 
lars 161;  the  state  and  bank  166;  items  208;  monthly 
statement,  dividends,  extracts  from  public  journals  214; 
negotiations  of  Mr.  Jaudon  225;  the  Barrings  and  the, 
(from  the  N.  Y.  Courier)  277-78;  price  ol  stock  im- 
proves in  London  305;  election  of  directors  307;  Mr. 
Jaudon’s  negotiation  with  the  Rothschilds  321;  annual 
report  321;  London  price  of  stock  and  bonds  353,  369; 
circular  of  the  Barrings  ib.;  sale  of  bills  of,  at  auction 
384;  comptroller’s  statement  419 

Banks — tiie  state  security  banks  of  N.  York  12:  con- 
dition of  the,  of  England  12:  assets  and  liabilities  of 
tiie,  of  England  16:  of  Indiana  declining  specie  pay- 
ments 1C:  in  Mississippi  18:  proceedings  of  tiie  safety 
fund  banking  convention  33:  the  northern  banks  of 
England  dissolved  53:  condition  of  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land 51:  agency  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  of 
Pennsylvania  transferred  to  the  Barrings  65:  tiie  Penn- 
sylvania loan  negotiation  65;  tiie,  in  N.  York  65:  in- 
crease of,  in  Mississippi  from  1830  to  1839  63:  estimate 
of  specie  in  the  union  70:  statement  of  condition  of  ib.: 


VI 


INDEX. 


arrangement  of  the  Bank  of  England,  to  draw  on  the 
bankers  of  Paris  70:  exigencies  of  that  bank  ib.:  drafts 
of  the  United  States  bank  protested  in  France,  and 
its  notes  in  New  York — suspensions  of  specie  pay- 
ments at  Philadelphia  97:  relative  to  the,  of  Georgia  98: 
half  yearly  dividends  at  Boston  112;  at  N.  York,  conti- 
nue to  sustain  specie  payments  1X7;  the  banks  of  Provi- 
dence stop  119, 121;  Boston,  firm  io at  Providence  re- 
sume 119;  the  Wool  Growers’  of  N.  York  suspend  119; 
the  south  and  west  of  Philadelphia  generally  suspend 
121:  and  of  N.  York  and  N.  Jersey  embarrassed  121; 
the  United  States  Gazette  vindicates  the  United  States 
bank  122;  of  Massachusetts  131;  instructions  adopted 
at  a political  meeting  in  New  York  respecting  135;  a 
new  bank  at  Buffalo  134;  circular  relative  to  accep- 
tances 135;  in  Virginia  136;  robbery  at  New  Orleans 
137;  of  the,  at  Columbia  137;  monetary  affairs  139; 
proceedings  of  the,  of  Boston  141;  of'  the  bank 
commissioners  of  Rhode  Island  141;  in  the  south 
and  west  ib.;  Virginia  142;  Charleston,  Pittsburg, 
Cincinnati,  &c.  142;  items  respecting  141;  Vermont 
proceedings  on  152;  suits  against  the,  in  Pennsylvania 
153;  suspension  in  New  Orleans  and  Tennessee  154; 
intimation  to  the,  of  Indiana  154;  publication  of  the 
Philadelphia  banks,  in  explanation  of  the  suspension 
155;  extract  from  Tucker’s  theory  of  money  and  banks 
ib. ; resolutions  of  the,  of  New  York  160;  circulation 
of  the  safety  fund  banks  ib.;  proceedings  on  suspen- 
sions by  the,  of  Rhode  Island  166;  laws  of  New  York 
on  banking  ib.;  Pennsylvania  and  United  States  bank 
ib.;  anecdote  166-7;  report  of  the,  of  Kentucky  167;  of 
Ohio  167;  Illinois  ib.;  of  Michigan  168;  has  pay  day 
come?  169;  the,  of  New  York  and  Philadelphia  170; 
general  view  ib.;  171;  counterfeits  175;  items  176;  the 
general  banking  law  of  New  York  pronounced  uncon- 
stitutional 176;  condition  of  the,  of  Vermont  ib.;  mea- 
sure adopted  by  Vermont  legislature  179;  replies  of  the 
New  York  banks  as  to  suspending  ib.;  the  Virginia 
banks  180;  the,  of  Charleston  S.  C.  181;  the,  of  Missis- 
sippi ib.;  of  Ohio  ib.;  unincorporated  associations  in 
iilabama  non-suited  183;  the,  of  Ohio  resuming  specie 
payments  192;  in  Illinois  refuse  to  suspend  ih.;  C.  F. 
Mercer  chosen  cashier  of  the,  of  Florida  and  accepts 
194;  statistics  of  the,  of  Philadelphia  ib  ; of  New  Or- 
leans 195;  of  Louisiana  ib.;  proceedings  in  the  Vermont 
legislature  on  197;  in  Rhode  Island  ib.;  circular  of  the 
bank  convention  of  New  York  198;  rumor  of  resump- 
tion by  the  Philadelphia  201;  executive  of  Virginia  rela- 
tive to  ib.;  the,  of  Charleston,  S.  C.  ib. ; respecting  the 
suspension  of  Louisiana  202;  suspend  payments  in 
Michigan  204;  answer  of  the,  of  that  state  205;  general 
banking  law  of  Georgia  repealed  203;  returns  of  spe- 
cie in  the,  of  Boston  213;  resolutions  relative  to  the 
charters  of,  in  Vermont  legislature  213;  of  Buffalo  ib.; 
tone  of  Pennsylvania  journals  214;  of  Georgia  215;  of 
Tennessee  216;  statement  of  the,  of  Kentucky  216; 
Mr.  Calhoun  on  banks  and  banking  218;  professor 
Dew  on  213;  the  western  224;  the  Virginia  ib.;  2-13 
excitement  relative  to,  at  St.  Louis  224;  five  real  estate, 
&c.  chartered  in  Vermont  242;  the,  of  Rhode  Island 
ib.;  Pennsylvania  state  treasurer  on  the  243;  of  South 
Carolina  ib. ; remarks  of  the  governor  of  South  Ca- 
rolina on,  of  Ohio  resuming  payments  ib.;  fraud  by 
the  late  cashier  of  the  Schuylkill  bank,  discovered  257; 
Mr.  Levis  the  cashier  “absquatulated”  272;  legislative 
measures  of  Virginia  272;  efiect  of  our  suspension  upon 
France  274;  governor  of  Alabama  remarks  on  278, 
governor  of  Ohio  remarks  on  279;  remarks  in  relation 
to,  in  the  president’s  message  230,  &c.;  of  Georgia  233; 
Rhode  Island,  the  Schuylkill  ib.;  governor  of  Mary- 
land’s remarks  on  292;  capital  of  the,  of  Philadelphia, 
the  Schuylkill  bank  304;  proceedings  in  the  legislature 
of  Tennessee  on  311;  of  Ohio  311;  of  Indiana  312;  of 
Illinois  ib.;  of  the  District  of  Columbia  317;  message 
of  the  president  relative  to  the  suspension  of  318;  com- 
mittee thereon  discharged  333;  manner  of  paying  spe- 
cie by  the,  of  Ohio  320;  legislation  of  Georgia  relative 
to  322;  governor  of  Alabama  relative  to  323;  Ohio  le- 
gislation ib.;  Illinois  legislation  ib.;  of  Massachusetts 
333;  of  Alabama  ib.;  aggregate  loss  sustained  by  the, 
of  Alabama  352;  Agricultural  bank  of  Mississippi  352; 
Illinois  state  bank,  the  South  Carolina  ib.;  Virginia 
absolution  of  356;  the,  of  Alabama  356;  “Citizens’ 
bank,’’  of  Alabama  357;  of  Illinois  357;  unsuccessful 
attempt  to  repeal  the  private  banking  law  in  Georgia 
368;  the  Schuylkill  bank  meeting  ib.;  report  of  the 
comptroller  on  the  operations  of  the  New  York  ge- 
neral banking  law  374;  bill  relating  to,  reported  in  the 
legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  governor  Porter’s  message, 
&c.  375;  Alabama  legislation  377;  the  Brandon  bank 
ask  the  legislature  of  Mississippi  to  take  back  its  char- 
ter 377;  Tennessee  legislation  on  ib.;  letter  relative  to 
the  Schuylkill  bank  fraud  ib.;  Ohio  legislation  on,  and 
annual  report  of  the  bank  commissioners  of  that  state 
377;  of  Illinois,  of  Michigan  378;  resolution  requiring 
the,  of  Tennessee  to  resume  forthwith  385;  Michigan 
resolution  ib.;  the,  of  the  west  and  south  of  New  York 
city,  heavy  deficiency  in  the  Manhattan,  resolutions  of 
400;  State  bank  of  Illinois  ib.;  the  operations  of  the,  of 
the  city  of  N.  York  reduced  ten  millions  ib  ; resumption 
meeting  in  Philadelphia  ib.;  report  of  the  New  York 
commissioners  on  the  safety  fund  banks  402;  attempt 
to  rob  the,  at  Buffalo  416;  City  bank  of  Buffalo  ib.;  in- 
teresting report  of  the  comptroller  of  Pennsylvania  on 
the,  of  that  state  419;  Virginia  act  420;  Alabama  relief 
law  ib.;  State  bank  of  Illinois  accepts  their  charter  ib.; 
proceedings  relative  to  the,  at  Paulding,  Mississippi  ib.; 
the  Schuylkill  432 

Banks — of  France  147,  274;  of  England  147,  193, 
209,296;  Messrs.  Hottinguer  & Co.  147;  relative  to  the, 
of  England  161;  as  proposed  in  Greece  164;  private 


and  joint  stock  banks  in  England  209,  273;  of  Stock- 
holm 274;  London  banker’s  circular  369 

Banks,  Mr.  318,  382,  429,  431 


64 
428 
304 
320 
earth- 
150 


Bankruptcy  at  Paris 
Bankruptcy  bill,  Mr.  Webster’s  outlines 
Baptist  education  society,  in  Tennessee 
Baptisms 

Barbadoes — intelligence  from  and  trade  of  26 
quake  at  50;  draught  at  128:  earthquake 
Barbour,  gov.  J.  elected  president  of  the  whig  nation- 
al convention  249 

Barings,  appointed  agents  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  65 

Baring’s,  Brothers — bankers,  notice  respecting  117; 
arrangement  with  Mr.  Jaudon  119;  negotiations  with 
Mr.  McLane  167;  suggestions  relative  to  American 
stocks  by  177;  editorial  notice  ol  the  publication  of  the 
Globe,  thereon  193;  correspondence  with  Mr.  Webster 
respecting  state  stocks  273;  the,  and  the  United  States 
bank  of  Pennsylvania  277-8;  circular  respecting  U.  S. 
bank  bonds  369 

Barnard,  Mr.  235;  declining  to  answer  264,  413-14 
Barnstable,  speech  of  governor  Everett  at  the  cente- 
nial  celebration  of  62 

Batavia , operations  at  124 

Battles — preparations  for  celebrating  the,  of  North 
Point  22;  celebration  of  the  defence  of  Sandusky  22; 
com.  Elliott  in  the,  of  Lake  Erie  22;  table  of  respective 
losses,  commanders,  place  and  date  of,  during  the  Ame- 
rican revolution.  23 

Bayard,  Richard  H.  appointed  chief  justice  of  Dela- 
ware 65 

Beatty,  Mr  point  of  order  271,  383,  415,  429 

Beds,  exhibitions  of  90 

Beet  root  sugar,  quantity  produced  in  France,  in  Mi- 
chigan 334 

Belgium  19:  claims  on  49;  items  164;  exportation  of 
corn  prohibited  289 

Bell  & Grant,  brokers  of  London,  resume  80 

Bell,  Mr.  of  Tennessee  264,  287,  301-2  3;  resolution 
on  the  New  Jersey  case  318-19,  333,  383, 399, 413-14-15, 

429,  431 

Benton,  T.  H.  arrives  in  Washington  176;  letter  to  the 
St.  Louis  committee  207;  resolutions  226,  241-3, 258-9, 
279;  relative  to  bonds,  post  notes,  &c.  298;  relative  to  the 
debts  of  the  states  299,  317;  salt  duty  300, 317;  on  armed 
occupation  of  Florida  318,  333,  347,  364;  summary  of  his 
Florida  bill  373,  379,  380;  on  employing  bloodhounds 

397-8,  411-13 

Bermuda.,  yellow  fever  at  50;  items  370 

Bernadotte,  king  of  Sweeden  147 

Bernard — death  of  the  French  gen.  225;  American 
army  in  mourning  for  336 

Berths,  Mr.  Guiness’  contrivance  of  172 

Betting  on  elections,  sentence  of  court  in  a case  of  96 
Bibles,  among  sailors  34;  number  of,  in  the  U.  S.  80 
Bible  society,  income  of  the  English  176 

Biddle,  Mr.  on  the  New  Jersey  question  229,  244, 
260,  335,  349,  350,  332,  415,  430 
Biddle,  Mr.  speech  at  the  anthracite  dinner  3S6 
Bigomy,  extraordinary  case  of  223 

Biggs,  Mr.  232-8, 244,  286,  300-2-3,  351,  366-7,  331-3. 

415,  429,  431 

Birmingham,  attempt  of  the  chartists  to  fire  14 

Black,  judge,  of  Delaware,  death  of  32 

Black,  Mr.  303,  335,  365,  330-1-2,  413 

Blind,  institution  for  the,  in  Ohio  182;  in  Virginia 

215 

Blockade  of  Canton  161 

Bloodhounds — importation  of  301;  arrival  of  352;  in- 
quiry as  to  government  employing  351;  arrival  of  3G8; 
letter  respecting  the  use  of  385;  debate  in  the  senate  on 
397-8;  Mr.  Wise’s  call  on  the  secretary  of  warfor  infor- 
mation thereon  399;  petitions  423;  inquiry  as  to  govern- 
ment useing  347;  arrival  of  368;  erroneous  opinions  on 

416 

Bodisco,  Mr.  Russian  minister,  returns  to  Washing- 
ton 82 

Bolivar’s  method  of  abolishing  slavery  in  Columbia 

352 


Bonaparte,  Mrs.  Jerome,  in  France  128;  Louis  Na- 
poleon in^France  164;  Joseph  leaves  Bordentown  for 


Europe  176;  memoirs  of  Baron  Meneval  337 

Bond,  Mr.  287 

Bonds,  of  the  state  of  Maryland  215 

Bonds  of  the  states,  a letter  432 


Boston — commercial  progress  of  6:  toasts  at  8:  me- 
chanics fair  at  50;  bank  dividends  at  112;  banks  of, 
firm  117;  representation  in  legislature  128;  proceed- 
ings at,  relative  to  specie  payments  141,  144;  import  of 
cotton  165;  returns  o|  specie  in  the  banks  of  213;  small 
pox  240,  304;  T.  Brown  & Co-  242;  storm  276;  tri- 
bute to  J.  S.  Buckingham  288;  storm  239;  election 
ot  mayor  320;  exports  of  refined  sugar  336;  public 
meeting,  the  Lexington  400 

Boston,  commerce  and  revenue  of  9S 

Botts,  Mr.  319,  333-4,  349,  365;  his  letter  respecting 
a vote  373 

Boundary  line— commissioners  to  mark  the,  between 
U.  S.  and  Texas  1,  65;  to  ascertain  the,  of  Maine  3;  the 
governor  of  Maine  writes  to  R.  Mclntire,  esq.  apprizing 
him  of  depredations  upon  the  disputed  territory,  and 
advising  him  to  forewarn,  &c.  82;  he  publishes  a cau- 
tion accordingly  82 

Boundary  question — -return  of  the  British  exploring 
commissioners  134,  177;  troubles  between  Missouri  and 
Iowa  167,  183.217,300-3,  320;  item  as  to  tile  north- 
eastern 177,  197;  exploration  tour  of  the  British  com- 
missioners 242;  renewal  of  difficulties  25S;  president’s 
remarks  in  his  annual  message  on  the  disputed  279, 
280;  message  relative  to  the  318;  rumor  320;  call  for 


information  333;  governor  Fairfield’s  message  354;  hi® 
correspondence  with  general  Harvey  354-5;  president’s 
communication  relative  to  363;  substance  thereof  372; 
the  correspondence  388;  border  operation  400;  further 
correspondence  401 

Boundaries — see  Missouri  and  Iovia. 

Boyer,  president  of  Iiayti,  arbitrary  proceedings  of 

193 

Boyhood  of  James  Watts,  83 

Branding,  the  savage  practice  256 

Brandt,  lieut.  col.  resignation  of,  accepted  195;  report 
on  his  case  332 

Brandywine,  U.  S.  ship,  capt.  Bolton  assumes  com- 
mand of  the  16;  sailed  lor  the  Medeterranean,  list  of 
officers  112 

Brauns,  Ludwig,  recognized  as  Prussian  consul  at 
Baltimore  80 

Brazil — a cargo  of  rice  from  16:  decree  of  the  govern- 
ment of,  duty  on  wines  50;  report  that  the  frigate  United 
States  and  sloop  of  war  Marion  is  to  relieve  the  Inde- 
pendence and  Fairfield  at  64;  items  from  176;  presi- 
dent’s reference  to  relations  with  280;  items  - 352 
Bread  and  butter,  fair  play  192 

Bread  stuffs,  prices  declining,  large  quantities  in  mar- 
ket 82:  prices  of,  on  the  Wabash,  in  Missouri  96;  Bri- 
tish duty  on  241 

Bridge,  at  the  Muscle  Shoals  16:  fall  of  the  137;  on 
the  Potomac  injured  416;  at  St.  Louis  16,  80:  broken 
at  Washington  25:  broken  by  a caravan  at  Cayuga 
64:  across  the  Mohawk,  destroyed  64 

British  affairs — commissioners  to  ascertain  bounda- 

ry of  Maine  3:  law  of  usury  6:  expense  of  the  corona- 
tion of  queen  Victoria  33:  dispute  of  coin.  PIull  with  an 
admiral  relative  to  rank  36:  passage  of  the  slave  trade, 
suspension  bill,  and  protest  entered  45:  military  stations 
occupied  by  the  army  of  52:  arrangements  of  the  Bank 
of  England  to  dravv  on  Paris  capitalists  71:  see  national 
courtesy  72:  experiments  to  ascertain  in  how  short  a 
time  steamers  can  be  built  80;  see  Great  Britain. 
British  India — population  of,  &c.  124 

British  Queen  (steamer),  arrival  of,  &c.  52:  applica- 
tion for  a figure  head  for  the  64:  log  book  6S 

British  royal  mail  steam  packet  company  146 

Brougham,  lord,  reported  death  of  209 

Bronze  work,  exhibition  of  90 

Brooklyn,  dimensions  of  the  war  steamer  building  at 
68;  fire  at  104 

Brown,  Mr.  of  Tennessee,  single  presidential  term 

SIS,  379,  397 

Brown  university  240 

Buchanan,  Mr.  of  Pa.  332,316-7-8,  362-4,  379,  397, 
411-12-13;  speech  on  the  sub-treasury  bill  420,  428;  spe- 
cie basis  428 

Buchanan,  Thos.  governor  of  Liberia,  letter  from  107 
Buckingham,  James  S.  tribute  of  respect  to  288 
Buel,  judge,  of  Albany,  death  announced  112;  notice 
of  152;  notice  of  the  death  of  156 

Buenos  Ayres — information  from  2:  mob  in  the  senate 
chamber  and  death  of  the  president  in  his  chair  56; 
French  continue  to  blockade,  various  items  132;  severe 
gale  at  150;  items,  markets,  &c.  275,  416 

Buffalo — trade  of  48;  attempt  to  rob  the  bank  416; 
the  city  bank  of  416 

Bulwer’snew  play,  the  sea  captain  272;  third  edition 
of  Cheveley  337 

Burke,  Fanny,  a fugitive  from  labour,  law  case  157 
Burr,  Jared,  murder  of  152 

Butler,  Mr.  351 

Butter,  consumption  ot,  in  London,  &c.  219 

Bynum,  Mr.  231-2;  on  the  New  Jersev  protest  263, 
266,  285-7,  303,  365-6 

C. 

Cairo,  in  Illinois,  project,  &c.  368 

Caldwell,  Timothy,  examined  180 

Calhoun,  John  C.  illness  of  his  family  176;  on  banks 
and  banking218;  rumor  of  his  favoring  a higher  tariff, 
refuted  240;  on  the  currency  ib.,  279,  300;  referring  his 
public  land  bill  316-17,  333,  380,  428;  outlines  of  his  pub- 
lic land  bill  338;  letter  to  the  editor  of  the  Charieston 
Mercury  353;  comments  thereon  ib.;  Rhode  Island 

land  resolutions  412 

Calhoun,  Mr.  on  the  death  of  A.  C.  Alvord  318 

Call,  governor  of  Florida,  inquiry  as  to  the  removal 
of  365,  380 

Camanche  Indians  18 

Campbell,  Mr.  of  Tennessee  241, 262,  271,  2S7, 313-19, 

366,  415,  430 

Campbell,  Mr.  of  S.  C.  335,  349,  414 

Canada — murder  of  prisoners  in,  by  col.  Prince  52: 
new  governor  of  53:  cost  of  to  England  32:  government 
of  39:  report  that  Poulelt  Thompson  is  to  be  the  new 
governor  SO:  shipmentof  condemned  prisoners  to  Bota- 
ny Bay  82;  sir  Richard  Jackson  appointed  comman- 
der, card  of  the  late  prisoners  133;  items 208,  240;  lands 
of  nineteen  persons  convicted  of  treason,  advertised  by 
government  272;  governor  Thomas’  message  suggest- 
ing the  union  of  the  two  Canadas  275;  attack  appre- 
hended 304;  resolutions  for  the  union  adopted  307; 
governor  Arthur  resigns  368;  successor  installed  400; 
Jesuits  estate,  indemnity  _ 400 

Canals — from  the  Four  Lakes  to  the  Wisconsin  20: 
tolls  of  tiie,  of  New  York,  from  1835  to  1839,48:  busi- 
ness on  the  Welland  canal  64:  relative  to  locoraotiwa 
on  tiie  banks  of,  to  propel  boats  96:  governor  dorter 
declines  to  approve  the  act  for  enlarging'  lbe  Union 
canal  96;  tolls  of,  in  New  Vo.  k 12';  ,r>l  (net  assessing 
damages  on  the  tide  water, seta^-A 10->  propelling  boats 
on,  by  locomotives  upon  r-"-  Ohio  133; 
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experiment  of  wire  ponies,  as  a motive  power  on  172; 
the  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  cross  cut  180;  tolls  of  the 
Pennsylvania  ib.;  trade  on  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
ib.;  navigation  of  in  Pennsylvania  continued,  New 
York  to  suspend  192;  toll  of  the  Pennsylvania  200; 
breach  of,  and  trade  on  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  201, 
208,215;  navigation  of  the  Erie  interrupted  213,  221;  tolls 
of  the  Ohio  216;  the  Erie  re-opened  356;  tolls  of  the 
New  York  320;  water  drawn  off  the  Pennsylvania  336; 
the  tide  water  400;  the,  of  Ohio  416 

Candidates  for  representatives  in  congress,  in  South 
Carolina  117;  Massachusetts  H7 

Cannon,  large  one  cast  at  Alger’s  foundary  64:  its  di- 
mensions 80:  see  mortar. 

Canton — changes  of  trade  with  36:  interruption  of  the 
opium  trade  with  50,  53:  affair  between  captain  Elliott 
and  the  authorities  of  56,  64:  captain  Elliott  orders  the 
British  residents  to  leave  66:  correspondence  of  Mr. 
Snow,  American  consul,  with  the  imperial  commission- 
er 67:  further  intelligence  from  101:  change  ol’ our  trade 
with  112:  estimate  of  the  American  interest  in  the 
opium  trade  112;  blockade  of  161;  shipment  of  tea  from 
192;  various  items  290;  letter  from  353;  official  notice 
of  the  blockade,  American  protest,  revocation  of  the 
blockade  decree  418 

Cape  Ann,  tremendous  storm  at  276;  another  289 
Carbonic  acid  gass,  solidification  of  312 

Carey,  Mathew,  accident  to  32:  death  of  49:  expres- 
sion of  regret  from  the  managers  of  the  state  temperance 
society  of  Pennsylvania  83;  notice  of  a letter  written 
by  118 

Carpets,  exhibition  of  90 

Carter,  Mr.  of  Tennessee  415 

Cases  in  court,  see  law  cases. 

Catholics,  correspondence  with  gov.  Seward  25:  with 
the  mayor  of  Baltimore  relative  to  the  nunnery  affair  56 
Catholic  chapels  in  England  304;  fair  at  New  Or- 
leans 336 

Catlin  collection,  sails  for  England  240 

Cattle,  sale  of,  at  Philadelphia  112 

Census,  report  relative  to  the  298;  message  303;  bill 
reported  333 

Census  of  South  Carolina  34 

Centenary  of  Methodism,  col.  Preston’s  subscription 
explained  16:  meeting  and  contributions  to,  at  Wash- 
ington 96 

Centenary,  the  fund  of  Methodism  160;  notice  of 

i75 

Central  America — see  president's  message  and  280 
Cerographv,  a new  method  of  engraving  172 

Chairman,  J.  Q.  Adams  chosen,  of  the  representa- 
tives 266 

Chaplains,  proposition  respecting  279,  300;  rev.  Mr. 
Danforth  elected  by  the  senate  332;  Mr.  Bates  by  the 
house  382 

Chapman,  Mr.  271 

Charleston  and  Cincinnati  rail  road,  proceeding  re- 
specting the  part  of  a route  already  completed  67 
Charleston,  S.  C.  fever  at  6, 32,  49:  tribute  to  the  me- 
mory of  gen.  Hayne  104;  line  of packets  128;  deaths  at 
137;  strangers  fever  288 

Charter  of  incorporation,  the  legislature  of  Ohio  re- 
solve that  they  have  the  power  to  repeal  any  385 

Chartist  riots  14,  3S:  their  national  conventions  108; 
suppressed  144;  new  disturbance  289 

Chauncey,  commodore  Isaac,  mourning  ordered  for 

373 

Cherokee  Indians — conflicting  parties  of  Ridge  and 
Ross  3:  notice  of  22,  42:  further  particulars  43:  becom- 
ing quiet  50:  statement  of  John  A.  Beall  and  Stand 
Watie,  relative  to  85:  decree  of  the  convention  85:  oath 
of  renunciation  of  the  treaty  and  allegiance,  presented 
by  Ross’s  council  86,  128;  demand  for  the  murderers 
of  John  Ross  150;  civil  war  165;  apprehended  difficul- 
ties and  military  precautions  177;  quieted  208;  soldier 
shot  ib.;  items  224;  colonel  Karney’s  expedition  241; 
appearances  of  war  dissipated  257;  items  352 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal,  riots  on  the  37:  state  of 
Maryland  bonds  pledged  by  the,  to  a bank  in  Balti- 
more, advertised  at  auction  81:  description  of  the,  by  T. 
Fillebrown  104;  trade  on  the  180,  201;  breach  ib.,  208, 
243;  sale  of  the  state  bonds  310 

Chicago,  major  Long’s  account  of,  in  1823  36;  fire  at 
183;  shipwreck  and  loss  of  life  217 

China — information  from  128;  progress  of  the  opium 
quarrel,  destruction  of  the  opium,  disputes  respecting 
measurements,  British  and  Americans  leave  Canton 
131;  imperial  edict,  price  current,  &e.  132;  blockade 
of  Canton  161;  British  interference  with  209, 241;  items 
209;  Mr.  Lawrence’s  proposition  relative  to,  referred 
319,  blockade  of  Canton,  revoked,  English  expelled 
Macao,  and  their  trade  totally  suspended,  opium  trade 
continued  elsewhere,  irritation  and  occasional  conflicts, 
American  trade  unmolested  and  encouraged,  duty  on 
tea,  &c.  370;  Mr.  Pickens’  call  for  information  398; 
communicated  430;  British  affairs  in  417;  decree — see 
Canton-,  and  418 

Chinn,  Mr.  relative  to  abolition  petitions  303, 335 
Chesnut,  grafted  on  oak  221 

Chippewa,  the  heroes  of  83 

Chippeways,  see  Indians. 

Chittenden,  Mr.  226;  on  sub-treasury  bill  317 

Cholera  at  Pottsdam,  in  Prusia  148 

Cincinnati,  seizure  of  woollen  goods  at  80:  new  build- 
ings at  80:  mol,  agaitifft  the  negro  doctor  John  Wood- 
ward, 83;  popular™  of"  301 

Circassia,  Russian  ;t):o3iS  Russia  and  290 

Claims  relative  to,  agalns. ,i1e  Unvted  States,  board 
of  commissioners  proposed  25t»;  k -vfiry  as  to  cost  of 
299;  bill  debated  354-5;  bill  passed  3g5 


Clarke,  Daniel,  vast  estate  of,  claimed  by  the  wife  of 
general  Gaines  70 

Clarke,  governor,  of  Kentucky,  death  of  23 

Clarke,  gen.  G.  R.  account  of  the  capture  of  Vin- 
cennes by,  in  1779.  86 

Clark,  Mr.  335 

Clay,  Mr.  of  Alabama  226, 259, 299,  300,  317-18;  Iowa 
boundary  332-3,  346,  348,  364,  379,  380;  higher  mini- 
mum prices  for  public  lands  397-8;  on  the  sub-treasury 
bill  403,  413, 427-8 

Clay,  Henry — tour  to  the  north,  reception  at  New 
York  8:  at  Philadelphia  9:  at  Baltimore  10:  at  Farquier 
Springs  25:  compliment  to,  by  the  American  Sentinel 
98:  invitation  to  visit  Tennessee,  and  his  reply  102; 
on  copy  right  300;  on  referring  Mr.  Calhoun’s  bill, 
granting  the  public  lands  to  the  states  in  which  they 
lay  316-17,  346-7,  363,  379,  380,  412;  on  Rhode  Is- 
land resolutions  ib. ; on  assuming  the  state  debts  413; 
visit  to  Virginia  416 

Clayton,  judge,  resignation  of  17 

Clayton,  Mr.  364 

Clerk,  PI.  A.  Garland  elected  285 

Cleveland,  wheat  arrivals  at  167 

Clifford,  Mr.  on  the  New  Jersey  case  333-4,  415, 430 
Clocks  and  watches,  exhibition  of,  in  France  89 

Clopper,  Mr.  334,  349,  399 

Cloth,  a new  water  proof  article  of  221;  a,  without 
spinning,  &c.  or  weaving  221 

Coach  wheels,  Tollers  48 

Coal  mines,  fire  in  the  Albion  mines,  Pictou  194;  in 
Arkansas  416 

Coal  trade,  Pennylvania  153,  180;  the  Lehigh  180; 
the  Pennsylvania  260-1,  240,  256,  288,  304 

Coast  survey,  Mr.  Hassler’s  eighth  annual  report 

354 

Cobbett,  William,  amount  of  his  estate,  the  reputed 
bones  of  Thomas  Paine  _ 432 

Coco  grass,  use  of  morus  multicaulis  in  destroying 

194 

Cocoonery,  Dr.  Physic’s  208 

Cod  fisheries  224 

Coffee,  importation  of,  direct  to  Louisville  112 

Coffin,  sir  Isaac,  reminiscences  of  23,  25 

Coinage  320 

Colegiate,  Dr.  Cox  president  of  Middleberry  college 

Coles,  Mr.  303,  335, 399 

Cold,  weather  368 

Collector,  perquisites  of  the,  at  N.  York  estimated  96 
Colonization — collection  by  Elliott  Cressen,  for  32: 
letter  from  gov.  Buchanan,  of  Liberia  107;  expedition 
by  the  Maryland  society  180;  meeting  at  Philadelphia 
200;  at  Baltimore  243;  emigrants  sail  from  New  York 
for  Liberia  304 

Colored  population — emigrating  to  Trinidad  165;  co- 
lonization society  of  Maryland  expedition  180;  emi- 
grants sail  from  Norfolk  352;  at  Trinidad  386;  see  ab- 
duction. 

Colonial  emancipation,  statement  relating  to  109 
Colquett,  Mr.  349,350 

Columbia,  U.  S.  frigate,  at  Macao,  E.  1. 27th  April  82, 
96,  132;  deaths  on  board  of  176 

Columbia  college,  application  for  the  crown  that  for- 
merly was  on  the  dome  of  64 

Columbia,  S.  A.  Bolivar’s  method  whereby  slavery 
has  been  abolished  in  352 

Columbia  river,  items  from  149 

Columbiad,  a big  gun  288 

Commerce,  of  Boston  6, 93:  of  Philadelphia  21,  of  the 
U.  S.  23:  arrivals  at  New'  York  32:  arrivals  at  Antwerp 
from  1832  to  1833,  34:  with  Hayti  37:  exports  from  the 
U.  S.  from  1815  to  1238,  40:  of  Buffalo  48:  partial  duty 
on  goods  imported  into  Sweden  in  American  vessels 
repealed  82:  measurement  goods  in  Holland  and  the 
north  of  Europe  112:  change  of  trade  with  Canton, 
Calcutta,  &,c.  112:  number  of  vessels  built  in  Maine 
112:  direct  importation  of  coffee  to  Louisville  112;  of 
Baltimore  288;  secretary  of  treasury’s  report  on  fo- 
reign, communicated  299;  of  St.  Louis  400 

Commercial  relations,  with  Austria  and  Sardinia 

165 

Committees,  the  standing  of  the  senate  259;  of  the 
house  301 

Common  schools,  number  of  scholars,  &c.  estimat- 
ed 133 

Congress — death  of  Albert  G.  Harrison,  representa- 
tive from  Missouri  49;  election  to,  in  Maryland  81;  va- 
cancies in  97;  candidate  for,  in  South  Carolina  117; 
whig  majority  for,  in  Maryland  153;  candidate  for  re- 
presentative in  Missouri  154;  contested  seat  for  dele- 
gate of  Missouri  ib.;  notice  of  assembling  194;  Mr. 
Butler  elected  to,  from  South  Carolina  201;  list  of  mem- 
bers and  party  classification  21 1-12;  gen.  McCullough 
elected  in  Pennsylvania  224;  F.  Grundy  elected  sena- 
tor from  Tennessee  ib.;  meeting  of  the  twenty-sixth 
226;  public  interest  in  the  proceedings  of  257;  nomi- 
nation of  administration  candidates  for,  in  Georgia  31 1; 
table  classifying  parties  in  the  house  of  representatives 
according  to  the  vote  for  speaker  336-7-8 

Congress  of  nations,  petitions  for  a 411 

Congressmen — startingfor  Washington  202;  list  of  se- 
nators and  representatives  and  party  designation  211 
212;  voles  for,  in  Massachusetts,  new  election  ordered 
242;  convention  of  the  administrattion  members  304; 
period  of  service  of  certain  ib.;  Mr.  McCarty  elected 
representative  from  Virginia  384;  A.  Anderson  elected 
senator  from  Tennessee  400;  Augustus  A.  Porter  elect- 
ed senator  from  Michigan  403 

Connecticut — state  constitution  amended,  as  to  qua- 
lification of  electors  193;  attachment  law  207;  J.  M. 


Niles  nominated  for  governor,  election  at  New  Haven, 
&c.  oyster  day  213;  British  story  of  divorces  in  242; 
Howard  university  242 

Conservatives,  Mr.  Talmadge  135;  address  of  the. 
New  York  convention  of  187 

Consuls — recognised  17:  remarks  relative  to  the,  at 
Hayti  23:  sundry  recognised  32:  L.  Brauns,  as  Prussian, 
at  Baltimore  80:  Mr.  M.  E.  Hersant,  for  the  Bclevaric 
islands  112:  Don  Juan  de  la  Granja,  Mexican,  at  New 
York  112;  of  Ecuador,  ol  France  150;  chevalier  de 
Martuscelli,  of  the  Two  Sicilies  recognised  194;  resig- 
nation of  John  Vaughan  307 

Constantinople — loss  by  fire  at  119 

Constitution,  U.  S.  ship,  commodore  Claxton,  arrives 
at  Rio  27th  August  112 

Constitution,  vole  on  adopting  a,  for  Florida  48 

Constitution  of  the  United  States — Mr.  Brown’s  re- 
solution to  amend  the,  so  as  to  make  the  president  eligi- 
ble for  only  one  term  318 

Constitution  of  Connecticut,  a mendments  ratified 
as  to  qualification  of  electors  198 

Contested  seats,  for  delegates  from  Iowa  154 

Convent,  relative  to  the  mob  against  the,  in  Balti- 
more 3 

Conventions — of  national  silk  grow’ers  133;  whig 

convention  in  Vermont  135;  democratic  republican  state 
convention  N.  Fork,  at  Utica  135;  whig,  of  Illinois 
138, 154;  delegates  to  the  whig,  at  Harrisburg,  from  N. 
Hampshire  166;  public  meeting  at  Frederick,  Mary- 
land, to  propose  a national  education  convention  178, 
210,  225;  proceedings  of  the  cotton  planters  and  mer- 
chants at  Macon  184;  address  of  the  conservatives  con- 
vention New  York  187;  whig  state  convention  of  Rhode 
Island  197;  whig  state  convention  of  Missouri  167; 
whig  convention  of  N.  Jersey  199;  whig  national  presi- 
dential convention  at  Harrisburg210,225, 248,  &c.whig, 
of  Delaware  215;  of  Alabama  216;  of  Indiana  217; 
American  silk  culture  convention  225;  abolition  pre- 
sidential convention  240;  of  Van  Buren  congressmen 
304;  national  medical  convention  307;  administration 
convention  of  Ohio  336,  368;  oflndiana  384;  of  whigs, 
in  Indiana  352;  in  Ohio  384;  in  Rhode  Island  384’ 
Cooper,  writing  the  Path-Finder  144 

Cooper,  Mr.  264;  mail  resolution  319,  335,  348,  365 
Copper  ore,  found  in  Baltimore  county,  Maryland  224; 
in  Missouri  400 

Copy  right — case  commenced  32;  Mr.  Clay,  notice 
of  a bill  300;  value  of,  to  authors  384 

Corn  laws,  item  on  192 

Corn  oil,  a new  article  224 

Corn,  on  topping  and  gathering  32 

Corn  crops,  in  the  Wabash  valley,  in  Missouri  86 
Coronation  expenses  of  queen  Victoria  33 

Corsican,  the  steamboat,  fever  on  board  of  128 
Corwin,  Mr.  414 

Cotton — trade  with  England  5:  the  twin  or  okra  cot- 
ton 24:  estimate  of  the  loss  on,  at  New  Orleans  48,  cot- 
ton market  in  England  55:  quantity  of,  at  the  southern 
marts  64:  letter  of  Mr.  McDuffie  on  the  cotton  circular 
and  91:  prices  of,  in  England  97,  160,  161,  163;  import 
of,  at  Boston  164;  proceedings  of  the  cotton  convention 
at  Macon  184;  prospects  o t the  crop  192;  American 
history  of  205;  items  208;  Georgia  market  215;  crop  in 
Alabama,  in  Arkansas  216;  crops  of  the  United  States 
219;  consumption  of  ib.;  New  York  market  224;  Bri- 
tish market  ib.;  items  240;  efforts  in  England  to  super- 
sede American  256;  Egyptian  cotton  ib.;  of  Louisiana 
ib.;  English  market  273;  crop  of  South  Carolina  288; 
brighter  prospects  in  England  305;  crop  of  the  United 
States  307;  consumption  of  annual  exports  and  ave- 
rage annual  price  308;  London  market  353,  369;  great 
cargo  of  368;  market  384;  London  market  3S5,  417; 
Americans  employed  to  go  to  India  to  improve  the 
culture  of  416;  French  market  417 

Cotton  circular,  letters  of  Humphries  and  Biddle, 
John  Ingersoll,  &c.  27 

Counterfeit  coin  16 

Counterfeit  notes,  of  the  bank  of  Auburn  152 

Countess  of  Ida,  Fay’s  new  novel  240 

Court  of  inquiry,  report  of  the,  in  the  case  of  com- 
modore Elliott,  made  33 

Courts  martial,  naval,  at  Pensacola  16 

Court  martial — brevet  lieut.  colonel  C.  R.  Broom  sus- 
pended, lieutenant  A.  C.  Maury  acquitted  179;  com- 
modore Ellicott  241 ; notice  of  a naval,  said  to  be  or- 
dered 276;  contradicted  288 

Crabb,  Mr.  264-5,  300-2-3,  431 

Craig,  Mr.  231,  245,  267,  382,  398,  414 

Craven,  lieut.  T.  T.  official  commendation  of  276 
Crary,  Mr.  383,  414 

Creek  Indians,  Paddy  Scott  151 

Cressen,  Elliott,  see  colonization. 

Criminal  humane  institution  of  New  York  15 

Criminals,  sent  from  Germanv  as  emigrants  177 

Crittenden,  Mr.  ' 318,  363,397,428 

Crockett,  Mr.  319,  399 

Crops,  in  England  38,  53.  54,70,  129,  209:  in  N.  Eng- 
land 66,  128;  in  Scotland  130;  failure  of,  in  France  ib.; 
Virginia  136;  Michigan  138;  England  146-7;  in  Ireland 
147,  162;  in  England  162-3;  in  France  163-4;  in  Turkey 
ib.;  of  Yazoo,  Mississippi  181;  of  cotton  192;  of  S.  Caro- 
lina 201;  of  cotton  in  United  States  219;  inFranceand 
Mediterranean  241;  in  Louisiana  256;  of  cotton  in 
Egypt  ib.,  & c.  South  Carolina  2S8;  of  cotton  in  the  U. 
Slates  307;  Jamaica  350;  in  England  369 

Cross,  Mr.  415 

Croup,  receipt  to  cure  the  336 

Cruelty  to  brutes,  a dog  32 

Cuba — cultivation  of  ficus  elastitia  in  64;  superinten- 
dant  reinstated,  fine  Feason  150;  law  against  deadly 
weapons  183;  change  of  governors  386 
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Cumberland  road — inquiry  as  to  an  appropriation  to 
280;  report  of  estimates  364;  inquiry '380;  yeas  and 
nays  thereon  397;  debate  on  the  398,  413 

Currency,  Russian  edict  on  6,  98;  Mr.  Calhoun  and 
the  240;  reference  to,  see  president's  message  p.  280,  &c. 
Curtis,  Mr.  350, 367,  382,  398-9, 415 

Cushing,  Mr.  233-4,  265,  285,  335,  382;  respecting 
the  northwestern  frontier  399,  430, 176 

Custom  houses,  estimated  cost  of  those  now  building 
176;  seizures  432 

Cuthbert,  Mr.  346 

D. 

Dade  institute  _ 205 

Daguerrotype,  process  and  relative  to  the  inven- 
tion 64,  73;  Leipmann,  a Prussian  artist’s  invention 
172;  arrival  of  M.  Gourraud  with  samples  of,  &c.  312 

Dale,  commodore,  anecdote  of  the  sword  worn 

by  166 

Dallas,  A.  J.  minister  to  Russia,  reaches  home  176 

Danna,  Mr.  333 

Darkness  at  Quebec  192 

Dartmouth  college  320 

Davis,  col.  S.  B.  sword  to,  from  the  state  of  Dela- 
ware 80;  sword  presented  to  243 

Davis,  Mr.  243:  inquiry  relating  to  fisheries  259,  284, 
299,  347,  363,  364,  379,  331,  398,  412-13 
Davis,  Mr.  of  Indiana  366,  367;  on  printing  380,  383, 

415,428,430 

Davee,  Mr.  381 

Davis,  Mr.  of  Pa.  399 

Dawson,  Mr.  287,  335,  429 

Dayton,  A.  O.  esq.  oration  at  Princeton,  notice  of  99 
Deadly  weapons,  law  in  Cuba  against.  183 

Deaf  and  dumb  institute  of  Virginia  136,  215;  J.  Ty- 
ler appointed  president  of  the  133 

Deaths— of  Matthew  Carey  49:  of  Waller,  archbi- 
shop of  Sweden  64;  sir  James  Stewart,  sir  Robert  Clay- 
ton, sir  Thomas  Dallas,  at  Philadelphia  64;  of  Albert 
Triplet,  at  Montevideo  65;  of  E-  Kirby  and  T.  Holland, 
at  Mobile  66;  of  Wm.  Chequer  80;  John  C.  Poole 
crushed  between  two  rail  road  cars  80;  of  six  persons 
in  the  New  Orleans  mint  by  yellow  fever  80;  Richard 
Reynold  Keene  80;  of  general  Robert  Y.  Hayne,  of 
South  Carolina  81;  William  Dunlap,  at  New  York  96; 
David  S.  Burnel.  at  Natchitoches  96;  Wm.  Burnell  96; 
of  judge  Buel  112;  Ondayaka,  chief  of  the  Onondagas 
112;  at  N.  York  ib.;  of  capt.  Griffin,  assis'ant  adj.  gen. 
133;  Thomas  Dugan  136;  Amaziah  Morgan  133;  judge 
L e (S.  C.)  Thomas  Dugan,  esq.  153;  of  judge  Buel 
156;  in  Texas  164;  Anthony  Latour  175;  Theodore 
Sedgewick  179;  Joseph  M.  White  183;  Luke  Jiernan 
192;  John  Bradford  202;  at  St.  Augustine  203;  Eler- 
mann  ib.;  baron  Van  Brienen210;  John  G.  Dean  212; 
Mathias  Morris  215;  Wm.  B.  Conway  217;  of  -the 
French  general  Bernard  225,  colonel  Joshua  Gist  239; 
lady  Hester  Stanhope  ib.;  colonel  Foster.  United  States 
army  272;  John  Harris’  Frank,  of  Harrisburg  272;  Dr. 
Peck  ib.;  Adam  Bantz  304;  Natchez  ib.;  Albert  Gal- 
latin Harrison,  member  elect  318;  A.  C.  Alvord,  mem- 
ber elect  ib.;  average  rate  of  mortality  320;  king  of 
Denmark  353 

Debts,  of  the  several  states  4;  marrying  a widow  so  as 
to  avoid  paying  her  7;  of  Indiana  36;  ot  Spain  148;  of 
Tennessee  167;  the  suggestion  of  the  Barrings,  as  to  the, 
of  the  states  177;  editorial  notice  of  the  Globe’s  publi- 
cation thereof  193;  amount  of  the,  of  the  several  states 
304;  Mr.  Lumpkin’s  resolutions  317,  318;  of  Ohio  357; 
of  Illinois  i7).;  of  Alabama  377;  of  Pennsylvania  400 
Debt— of  the  states,  Mr.  Benton’s  resolutions  relative 
to  the  299;  recommitted  and  again  reported  379;  de- 
bate 380,  397;  Mr.  Grundy’s  report  407;  Mr.  Clay  41 3j 
yeas  and  nays  on  postponing  indefinitely  427 

Deeds,  acknowledgments  of,  before  French  con- 
suls ...  419 

Decisions,  of  court,  in  a case  of  liability  of  stage  own- 
ers 28 

Deer,  race  between  a,  and  a steamer  64 

Defaulters,  Mr.  Fritz,  collector  of  tolls  of  Pa.  166;  R. 
A.  Forsyth,  paymaster  288 

Delaware  breakwater  2! 

Delaware,  slate — death  of  judge  Black,  of  32;  Richard 
II.  Bayard,  appointed  in  bis  place  65;  sword  to  be  pre- 
sented by,  to  col.  S.  B.  Davis  80;  whig  state  convention 
215;  honor  to  the  brave  colonel  S.  B.  Davis  243 

Democratic  anti-Van  Buren  convention  of  Penn- 
sylvania, address  190 

Denmark — death  of  the  king  353 

Desha,  Marcus  B. — Arkansas  state  vs-  the  Notrebes, 
trial  for  murdering  184 

Dew  professor,  on  banks,  banking,  sub-treasury, 

&c.  . " 218 

Diamond,  an  East  India  205 

Dickens,  Mr.  300 

Disaster  near  Lynchburg  320 

District  of  Colombia,  relative  to  circulation  of  small 
notes  in  183,  224;  leportof  the  banks  of  the  317 

Divorces,  a British  account  of,  in  Connecticut  242 

Dixon,  Mr.  Rhode  Island  resolutions  on  public  lands 

412 

Don  Carlos,  rumour  that  he  is  taken  prisoner  53;  see 
Spain — claims  a refuge  in  France  130 

Doorkeeper— R.  Beale  elected  by  the  senate  244; 
Mr.  Follansbee,  by  the  house  285 

Dorsey,  Rodrick,  elected  sergeant  at  arms  284 

• Dotty,  Mr,  383 

Downie,  commodore,  relative  to  a monument  to  1 iti 
Drama,  soldiers  in  the  Choctaw  nation,  west  240 

Draymen,  decision  important  to  223 


Dromgoole,  Mr.  on  the  New  Jersey  question  234, 244, 
262-3-4,  267;  reply  to  Mr.  Sergeant  270-1,  351,  367, 

382,  413,  429;  430-1 
Drought,  in  Kentucky  16;  in  the  west  48;  in  Geor- 
gia 80;  severe  in  the  southern  states  119;  at  Barbadoes 
128;  in  Virginia  136  in  the  south  and  west  224 

Ducatel,  Dr.  in  Patagonia  23 

Due  D’Enghien,  exhonerating  Napoleon  of  the  death 
of,  337 

Duel — general  Reid  and  colonel  Alston  272;  appen- 
dage thereto  368 

Dumont  discovery  4 

Duncan,  Mr.  248,  262,  268;  resolution  to  admit  the 
New  Jersey  administration  claimants  to  qualify  302, 
318-19;  song  334,  366,  367,  415 

Dunlap,  Mr.  Texian  minister,  arrives  at  Washing- 
ton 82 

Duties — collected  at  New  York  166;  on  sugar  in 
France  175;  table  of.  on  breadstuff's  in  England  241;  in 
Philadelphia  243;  relative  to  the,  on  salt  300;  a further 

reduction  of,  under  the  compromise  act  307 

Dynamometer,  a new  invention  for  measuring  power 

312 

Dyotf,  Dr.  case  of  18;  a convict  in  the  penitentiary 
119;  writ  or  error  224 

_ E. 

Earthquake,  at  Martinique  35;  at  Barbadoes,  Grana- 
da, (fee.  50;  in  the  West  Indies  2d  August  150;  New 
York  368;  at  St.  Louis  416 

Eastern  mail,  “smuggling”  305 

East  Indies,  Balochee  fort  stormed  and  taken  53 
Eastport,  contributions  from,  to  the  sufferers  by  fire 
at  St.  Johns  20 

Eaton,  Mr.  American  minister  at  Madrid,  felicitates 
the  queen  on  her  victories,  &c.  177 

Ecuador,  republic  of,  recognises  the  United  States 
as  a sister  republic  and  amongst  the  most  favored  of 
nations  353 

Editors,  change  of,  of  the  National  Register  114;  no- 
tice of  a publication  in  the  Globe  193;  notice  relative 
to  the  hack  numbers,  indexes,  &c.  337 

Editorship,  lord  Lynd hurst’s  remarks  on  4 

Education,  lyceum  discussion  on  194 

Education  convention— a public  meeting  at  Frede- 
rick, Md.  propose  a national  178;  proceedings  in 
Philadelphia  194;  the  governor  of  Maryland  declines 
to  name  delegates  to,  his  letter  194;  proceedings  of  the 

210,  225 

Eggs,  number  and  consumption  of  219 

Egypt — victory  of  the  army  of,  over  the  Turkish 
army  14;  Mehemet  Ali, -pasha  of  31;  affair  with  Tur- 
key 39;  various  items  from  120;  expedition  to  Nigre- 
tia,  in  the  heart  of  Africa  148-9;  cotton  crop  256;  items 
275;  victory  of  the  army  in  Arabia,  rumor  of  peace 
with  Turkey  306 

Egyptian  sarcaphogus,  see  Girard  College. 

Elections — result  of  the,  in  New  Jersey  117, 136,  213; 
notice  of,  in  Pennsylvania  117;  in  Georgia  ib.,  215; 
Ohio,  118,  138;  in  Georgia  137;  special  election  rela- 
tive to  the,  ordered  in  Missouri  133;  whig  majorities 
in  Maryland  153;  returns  for  governor  in  Tennessee 
154;  of  congressmen  in  Rhode  Island  166;  of  New 
York  166;  in  Nevv  York  179,  180;  returns  of  the 
Georgia  181;  of  Tennessee  congressional  districts  181; 
a special,  in  Pennsylvania  192,  243;  in  Massachusetts 
197,  212,  224,  242,  304;  of  N.  York  198;  in  Mississippi 
202,  208,  257;  in  Michigan  208,  254;  at  New  Haven 
and  Bridgeport  213;  Pennsylvania  224;  vote  of  New 
York  in  1838,  and  1839,  243;  at  Norfolk  272,  288;  re- 
specting mayors,  in  New  York  288;  a special,  in 
Massachusetts  283;  mayor  of  Boston  320;  q special,  in 
Virginia  ib.;  governor  and  lieutenant  governor  of  Mas- 
sachusetts 352,  368;  Mayor  of  Pittsburg  352;  Loudon 
district  384 

Election  returns,  of  Indiana  21:  Rhode  Island  21:  of 
congressmen  in  Indiana  50:  of  Vermont  65:  in  Mary- 
land 81,  100 

Electors  of  president  and  vice-president — whig  nomi- 
nations of,  in  Kentucky  21;  the  whig  ticket  of  Illinois 
nominated  13S;  governor  Polk’s  recommendation  to 
the  legislature  of  Tennesse  relative  to  167;  nomina- 
tion of  administration  candidates  for  Georgia  311;  the 
period  of  electing  the,  in  Pennsylvania,  changed  416 

Electro  magnetism,  Clinton  Roosevelt,  announce- 
ment 172 

Electrical  lady  221 

Eterman,  death  of  208 

Electricity — new  developments  in  352 

Elephants,  number  of  176 

Elliott,  commodore,  in  the  battle  of  Lake  Erie  22: 
correspondence  with  the  committee  of  Girard  college 
31:  report  of  the  court  of  inquiry  on,  handed  in  33,  98 
court  martial  241,  276;  call  I or  the  papers  399 

Elopement  from  the  sultana’s  haram  80 

Elm  tree  at  Woburton  176 

Embroidery,  French  32 

Emigrants,  see  passengers:  number  of  this  year  at 

Quebec  64;  from  Prussia  128,  168;  at  Quebec  160; 

from  England  165;  colored  people  to  Trinidad  165;  to 
Wisconsin  168;  deportation  of  criminals  as,  from  Ham- 
burg, Ilesse  Castle  177;  similar  dispositions  in  Saxony 
ib.;  to  Missouri  182,  204;  suffer  by  fever  in  Texas 
193;  general  reflections  on  193;  westward  224;  Rus- 
sian families  to  Wisconsin  272;  ditto  from  Norway  304; 
to  Liberia,  from  Norfolk  304,  352;  to  Texas  337;  en- 
couraging, from  Trinidad  . 386 

Emigration,  from  the  British  Islands  337 

Engineers,  de  Gersfner  192 


England— cost  of  Canada  to  31:  news  from,  by  the 
Great  Western  38;  rumor  of  negotiation  with  Texas, 
Thames  tunnel  nearly  completed,  money  concers,  pen- 
ny postage  bill,  crops  and  prospects  of  harvest,  steam 
communication  with  America  and  West  Indies  38: 
chartists,  state  of  the  country  38:  arrival  of  specie  in 
48:  intelligence  from  by  the  British  Queen  steamer, 
crops,  harvest,  markets,  weather,  money  market  still 
oppressed  52:  price  of  stocks,  affray  at  Egham,  north- 
ern banks  of  England  dissolved  53:  queen’s  speech 
proroguing  parliament,  partial  changes  in  the  ministry, 
new  governor  of  Canada,  tournament  53:  weather  and 
prospect  of  crops,  money  market,  condition  of  the  Bank 
of  England  54:  cotton  market  55:  crops,  weather,  &c. 
70:  appropriations  by  parliament  70:  exigences  and 
expedients  of  the  Bank  of  England  71:  chartist  riots 
in — see  Great  Britain  and  141 

Episcopal  bishop,  of  S.  Carolina,  Dr.  C.  E.  Godsden 
elected  432 

Erie  canal,  enlargement  loan  134;  navigation  closed 

213,  224 

Europe,  magnificent  project  for  rail  roads  in  51:  mi- 
litary posts  occupied  by  the  British  army  in  52:  intelli- 
gence from,  by  arrival  of  the  British  Queen  52,  97 
Evans,  Mr.  257;  resolution  to  admit  the  New  Jersey 
representatives  negatived  284,  319,  3S1,  415,  430 

Everett,  gov.  speech  of,  at  the  Barnstable  centennial 
celebration  62 

Everett,  Mr.  231-3-4,  267,  285,  302 

Exchange — see  money  market  and  176,  240,  272,  288 
Exchanges,  columns  for  the  building  at  N.  York  64 
Expelled,  not  quite  420 

Expense  of  collecting  the  revenue  165 

Exports  of  the  United  States  from  1815  to  1838  40 

Exploring  expedition — nature  of  the  2:  instance  of 
international  courtesy  17:  intelligence  from,  Sea  Gull 
supposed  to  he  lost  64;  various  items  from,  apprehen- 
sions of  the  loss  of  the  Sea  Gull  133;  rediscovery  of 
the  Aurora  Islands  145;  letter  from  an  officer  of  the 
196,  258;  court  martial  notice  276;  official  commenda- 
tion to  lieutenant  T.  T.  Craven  276;  letter  from  com- 
mandant Wilkes  373-4;  on  its  way  south  400 

Expresses,  new  invention  for  . 173 

Expunging,  proposed  in  Pennsylvania  legislature  214 
Eye  and  ear  infirmary,  in  Massachusetts  242 

F. 

Fair,  proceeds  of  a Catholic,  at  New  Orleans  336 
Fair  of  the  American  institute  16,  20 

Fairfield,  United  States  ship,  loss  of  two  men  in  a 
gale  at  Buenos  Ayres  150 

Farmers, -items  208 

Fashions,  winter  240 

Featherstonhaugh,  Mr.  tour,  one  of  the  British  boun- 
dary commissioners  242 

Festival  of  the  Massachusetts  Charitable  Mechanics’ 
association  106 

Ficuselastitia,  cultivation  of  in  the  island  of  Cuba  64 
Fillmore,  Mr.  285-7,  415,  428-9,  431 

Finances  of  Indiana  182;  of  the  union — see  presidents 
message  280,  &c.  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
U.  S.  293 

Fire — at  St.  Johns  16;  New  Orleans  16;  at  St.  Loui'3 
34;  the  national  theatre  and  three  churches  at  New 
York  69;  extensive  at  Natchez  69;  extensive  at  Phila- 
delphia 81, 102;  at  New  York  5th  October  103:  at  Brook- 
lyn 104;  ihe  Waterloo  steamer  112;  at  Aiken,  S.  Ca- 
rolina 112;  three  successive  at  Mobile  117;  loss  by,  at 
Constantinople  119;  factory  at  West  Baylston  134;  at 
Norfolk  144,  at  Konigsburg,  in  Prussia  148;  the  city  of 
Quibdo,  in  the  province  of  Choca  S.  A.  destroyed 
149;  twenty-four  different  places  151;  at  Natchez  167; 
Garrett’s  cotton  and  woollen  factory  180;  at  Chicago 
183;  number  of,  and  value  of  property  destroyed  192; 
a post  office  rb. ; in  the  Albian  coal  mines  194;  at  Hum- 
melstown,  on  the  Pennsylvania  railroad  214;  at  New- 
ton, Massachusetts  242;  New  York  272;-  Milton,  Pa. 
304;  Yazoo  city  304;  at  Natchez  320;  at  Jamaica  321; 
steamboat  Lexington  336,  338;  steamboat  Belle  336;  in 
New  York  356;  Wilmington  363;  loss  at  Nevv  York 
by  400;  at  Springfield  Ohio,  416,  432;  the  Exchange 
at  New  Orleans  432 

Fire  department,  Basil  Hall’s  remarks  on  the  96 
Fire  engine,  use  of,  to  displace  gass  from  a well  16 
Fiscal  relations,  call  for  information  relative  to  the, 
of  oilier  countries  259 

Fisher,  Mr.  relative  to  the  printing  348-9,  350,  431 
Fisheries — the  mackerel  272;  president  communi- 
cates papers  relating  to  the  303 

Fishermen,  inquiries  respecting  seizures  of  133;  Mr. 
Davis’  inquiry  relating  to  259 

Fishing  sport  at  cape  Cod  64 

Fitch,  the  inventor  of  steamboats  24 

Florida — movements  of  col.  Harney,  protest  of  the  in- 
habitants of  St.  Augustine  against  Florida  being  a single 
state  40;  items  of  the  war  44;  a majority  for  adopting  a 
constitution  for  48;  Indians  attack  a parly  of  volunteers 
on  Orange  lake  27ih  August,  fight  at  Fort  Andrews  80; 
fight  of  a parly  on  the  Suwannee,  whilst  building  a 
bridge  82;  ihe  hostages  detained  by  col.  Harney,  when 
dscharged,  prefer  remaining  ib.:  posture  of  Indian  af- 
fairs in  99;  governing  too  much,  instanced  in  the  num- 
ber of  laws  enacted  in,  &c.  112;  force  to  be  sent  to  1 18; 
division  of,  into  two  territories  urged  123;  renewed  acts 
of  hostility  138,  154;  massacre  at  the  "flr  dance  near 
Fort  Lauderdale  134;  items  155:  tetter  from  Fort  Lau- 
derdale 168;  general  Taylo’-^  conduct  approved, 

178;  future  operations  --'Uggested  ib.;  sickness  at  Pen- 
sacola, death  of  t^eph  M.  White  1S3;  railroad,  Dado 
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institute,  the  territory  of,  Indian  operations,  frost,  fever, 
'union  bank  of,  the  war  205;  more  Indian  murders  208; 
operations  in,  observations  respecting  the  war  217; 
sickness  at  St.  Augustine  224;  war  items  225;  Mr.  Ben- 
ton’s bill  for  the  armed  occupation  of  243;  R.  D.  Reid, 
appointed  governor  257;  Mr.  Benton’s  call  for  infor- 
mation 25S;  items  from  272;  bloodhounds  announced 
304;  debate  on  Mr.  Benton’s  armed  occupation  bill 
318,-  recommitted  333;  engrossed  347;  petition  for  a 
division  of  333;  J.  S.  Taylor’s  house  burned  336;  yeas 
and  nays  on  Mr.  Benton’s  bill  347;  inquiries  as  to  go- 
vernment employing  bloodhounds  in  the  war  351;  in- 
quiry as  to  the  removal  of  governor  Call  365;  report  of 
the  killed,  and  destruction  of  property  by  the  war  365; 
arrival  of  bloodhounds  368;  disappearance  of  a lake 
368;  summary  of  Mr.  Benton’s  occupation  bill  373; 
items  384;  letter  respecting  the  use  of  bloodhounds  385; 
debate  in  the  senate  thereon  397-8;  more  Indian 
massacres,  twelve  wagons  attacked,  &c.  419 

Flour — market  of  128;  by  the  Hudson  canal  134; 
exports  of,  from  Philadelphia  176;  Pennsylvania  rail 
roads,  &c.200;on  the  Hudson  213;  prices  of.  &c.  224, 
211),  256;  a mammoth  barrel  of  256;  items  272;  Rus- 
sian ports  open  for  272;  British  market  273;  in  de- 
mand for  shipment  363;  prices  in  England  335;  Ire- 
land ib.;  duty  on,  at  Jamaica  386,  French  market 

418 

Flour  inspected  during  the  year  at  Richmond  96 
Foreign  news — generally  commenced  on  the  first  page 
of  each  weekly  number,  items  thereof  occasionally  in 
the  page  of  chronicle,  the  last  page  of  each  number. 
Foreign  ministers,  notice  of  82 

Forgery,  Seherpfindicted  for,  not  appearing,  recogni- 
zance forfeited  64;  by  a member  of  the  Ohio  legisla- 
ture 420 

Forests,  for  the  navy  179 

Forrest,  Edwin,  purchases  Leggett’s  library  112 
Forsyth,  secretary  of  state — visit  to  Georgia  153;  in- 
vitation and  answer  215;  arrives  at  Washington  224; 
legislature  of  Georgia  nominates  for  vice-president  304 
Foster,  Ephraim  H.  United  States  senator,  letter  to 
the  legislature  of  Tennessee,  resigning  under  instruc- 
tions 252 

Fox,  Mr.  British  minister,  at  Washington  82 

France — see  legation  to,  embroideries  of  32;  French 
steamboats  34;  rail  road  from  Paris  to  Verseilles,  opened 
64;  bankruptcy  at  Paris  64;  reported  negociation  with 
Texas  66;  arrangements  of  the  Bank  of  England  to 
draw  on  the  capitalists  of  71;  quarantine  law  at  Plavre, 
a decree  82;  exhibition  of  arts  in  89;  troops  to  be 
sent  to  Algiers — rumor  of  a treaty  with  Texas  120; 
failure  of  the  crops  and  consequent  riots  130;  loss 
of  a ship  of  war  ib.,  144;  naval  force  of  131;  items 
from,  disturbances  at  Mans,  Mainers,  &o.  the  Hot- 
tinguers,  Texas,  French  trade,  sugar  in  147;  short- 
ness of  crops,  disturbances  163-4;  payment  of  indem- 
nity by  Mexico  161;  extraordinary  trial  at  Paris  207; 
crazy  woman  assaults  the  royal  carriage  209;  bank- 
ruptcies, exports  of,  trade,  crops  barely  equal  to  con- 
sumption, death  of  general  Bernard  225;  appearances 
of  the  grain  market  of  211;  American  stocks  and  cre- 
dit low,  failures  iu  Paris  ib.;  M.  de  Saligny,  minister 
from,  arrives  at  Texas  256;  Texian  ambassador  to,  ar- 
rested in  New  York  for  debts  discharged  by  order  of 
court  256;  arrival  of  packet  ship  Ville  de  Lyous,  vin- 
tage in  ib.;  effects  of  American  bank  suspension,  na- 
vy supplies,  banking  in,  prison  discipline  274;  items 
239,  290;  communication  from  the  president  relative  to 
intercourse  with  colonies  of  303;  reverses  at  Algiers, 
prince  de  Joinville,  supply  of  water  in  Paris,  execution 
of  Peytel,  new  levy  of  troops,  more  reverses  306;  an- 
nual report  of  the  navy  of  352;  army  hard  pressed  in 
Africa-  353;  jealousy,  arrests  354;  various  items,  dis- 
tress of  369;  quantity  of  b<  et  root  sugar  produced  in  334; 
afliiirs  in  Africa  385-6;  funds — budget  rejected  386; 
items,  reply  of  the  peers,  ministers  triumphant,  severe 
fighting  with  the  Arabs,  alledged  insults  at  Newport, 
&c.  treaty  with  Holland,  reinforcements  to  Algiers, 
Lyon’s  looms  idle,  Argantine  republic,  trade,  bank- 
ruptcies, markets  _ 417 

Francis’  file  boat,  dimensions  of  the,  on  board  of  the 
United  States  frigate  352 

Francis,  Sidney  O.  see  abduction. 

Franklin,  proposing  prayer  in  the  constitutional  con- 
vention 36 

. Franklin  Institute,  journal  of  the  256,  304 

Freak  of  wealth,  incidents  at  Amsterdam  37 

Frederick,  Md.  proceedings  of  a public  meeting  at, 
proposing  a national  education  convention  178 

Fruit  trees,  new  method  of  raising  43;  propagation 
of  336 

Fuel,  price  of,  in  New  York  203 

Fugitives,  case  of  Fanny  Burke  157;  between  Vir- 
ginia and  New  York  272 

Fulton,  Mr.  299,  317;  sundry  calls  333,  379,  380, 

397,  428 

Furnaces  ar.d  consumption  of  iron  16 

Furnaces,  number  of,  &c.  in  England  256;  see  an- 
thracite. 

G. 

Gaines,  general,  vast  estate  claimed  by  the  wife  of,  as 
heir  of  Daniel  Clarke  70 

Galbaith.  Mr.  231,  236 

Galena,  land  sales  at  201 

(laics,  course  of  north  east  36 

GaW&:fic  telegraph,  a new  invention  174 

Galvanism,  exneriments  320 

G aivestpn,  yev.«w  fever  at  176;  improvement  of  337 
Garland,  Mr.  Rice, -r  Ra.  237,  331-2,  257;  relative 
to  abolition  petitions  301-orj  350,1;  appointed  judge 
mn.  415,  429,  430,  43! 


Garland,  H.  A.  clerk  of  the  house  of  representatives 
227;  elected  285,  335,  383,  413 

Gass,  fire  engine  used  to  displace,  from  a well  16 
Gass,  produced  from  water  and  tar  384 

Gasometer,  a newly  contrived  221 

Gentry,  Mr.  relative  to  debts  of  the  states  350 

Geological  and  agricultural  survey  of  Rhode  Island 
134;  of  Iowa  138;  third  annual  report  of  Dr,  Jackson, 
of  Maine  151;  complete  set  of  specimens  ib.;  and  maps 
152;  resolutions  for  survey  of  Vermont  197 

Georgia — drought  in  SO;  relative  to  obtaining  a loan 
for,  in  Europe  96;  relative  to  the  soundness  of  the 
banks  of  98;  cleciion  returns  117,  137,  181;  bank  dis- 
putes— yellow  fever  137;  rail  road  153;  murderer  found 
guilty  167;  legislature  meet — notice  of  New  York  re- 
quisitions for  specie  payment  181;  cotton  convention  at 
Macon  184;  gov.  Gilmer’s  message  202;  general  bank- 
ing law  repealed  208;  gov.  McDonald’s  inaugural  ad- 
dress— the  legislature — votes  for  governor — cotton — Mr. 
Forsyth’s  letter  215;  banks  288;  legislature  nominate  M. 
Van  Buren  forpresident  and  John  Forsyth  fur  vice  pre- 
sident 304;  administration  nominations  for  electors  and 
congressmen  311;  snperfices  of  the  state  320;  legisla- 
tion— the  banks — resolutions  of  the  whig  state  rights 
party  322;  superficies  of  counties  352;  unsuccessful  ef- 
fort to  repeal  the  private  banking  law  368;  the  Georgia 
rail  road  377,  400 

Germany,  criminals  shipped  from,  to  America  as  emi 
grants  177;  emigrants  from,  in  Texas  194;  American 
trade  with  276 

Giddings,  Mr.  2S6-7,  300,  333,  366,  430 

G.lmer,  gov.  message  to  the  legislature  of  Georgia  202 
Giraffe,  imported  from  Africa  192 

Girard  college — correspondence  of  the  committee  of 
the,  with  commodore  Elliott,  relative  to  the  sarcopha- 
gus 31;  description  of  36 

Girard  estate,  commississioners  respecting  the  180 
Gist,  col.  Joshua,  a revolutionary  patriot,  death  of  239 
Globe,  debate  on  an  article  which  appeared  in  the, 
relative  to  printing  348 

Goethe,  Charlemagne,  an  unpublished  poem  by,  dis- 
covered 304 

Gold,  a preserver  of  beauty  43 

Gold  mine,  in  Alabama  256;  of  Virginia  136;  call  for 
information  as  to  the,  of  the  U.  S.  253 

Gold  and  silver,  the  quantity  manufactured  at  Bir- 
mingham 192 

Goode,  Mr.  414 

Gone  ’coon  112 

Grafting  chesnut  upon  oak  221 

Graham,  Mr.  430 

Granger,  Mr.  245;  resolution  on  abolition  petitions 

303,  334,  429,  431 

Grason,  gov.  letter  of,  declining  to  nominate  candi- 
dates to  the  national  education  convention  194 

Graves,  Mr.  235-7,  248,  267,  2S6,  349,  350  367,  331-2 

399,  415,  429,  430 

Great  Britain — variety  of  intelligence  from  119;  pro- 
test of  the  bills  of  the  United  States  bank  and  Mr. 
Jaudon’s  arrangement  witli  the  Barrings  ib.;  popula- 
tion, &c.  of  British  India  124;  various  items — prospects 
of  crops — penny  postage — markets — Antardc  expedi- 
tion 129;  the  harvest  in  Scotland  130;  naval  force  131: 
disputes  with  China — see  China;  inquiries  respecting 
seizure  of  fishermen  in  Nuva  Scotia  133;  see  boundary 
line;  Antartic  expedition  about  to  sail  145;  thirteen 
Atlantic  steamers — Royal  Mail  Steam  packet  arrange- 
ments 146;  navy — fourteen  performers  arrested  at  Drury 
Lane — Wellington  festival — proposed  marriage  of  the 
queen — public  income  and  expenditure — morals  of  Lon- 
don— crops  in  England  146;  and  in  Ireland  147;  banks  of 
&c.  ib.;  British  slavers  149;  money  market  161-2-3; 
harvest,  crops,  securities,  various  items  162  3;  corn  trade 
— Louis  Napoleon’s  arrival  and  reception  164;  Mr.  Pat- 
terson ib.;  proposed  emigration  from  England  to  theU. 
S.  165;  Bible  society  income  176;  trade  of  208;  Prince 
Albert  guest  of  Victoria — Bank  of  England — private 
stock  banks — money  market — items— reported  death  of 
lord  Brougham — cotton  market — explosion — American 
securities — crops — interference  with  China  209;  tire  Bri- 
tish American  ship  United  Kingdom  221;  money  mar- 
ket— U.  S.  bank  negotiation — cotton — bread  stuffs — 
queen  and  prince  Albert  225;  marriage  of  the  queen 
settled  240;  table  of  duties  on  bread  stuffs  241;  sick- 
ness in  the  army  in  Africa  ib.;  exploration  tour  of  their 
Maine  boundary  commissioners  242;  efforts  to  super- 
cede American  cotton  256;  iron  trade,  number  of  fur- 
naces, &.c.  256;  wollens  reshipped  to  272;  London  mo- 
ney market — time  of  the  queen’s  marriage  fixed — ope- 
rations in  China — cotton  market — flour — stocks — Mr. 
Webster’s  letter  to  the  Barrings  relative  to  state  securi- 
ties 273;  failures — Wellington  banquet  274;  the  queen’s 
announcement  of  her  intended  alliance — chartists — ac- 
counts from  New  York — Canton — cotton — corn  mar- 
ket 289,  290;  Bank  of  England  ib.;  crops — markets — 
cotton  improving — manufacturers  employed — large  re- 
mittances'— American  stocks — various  items  305;  Shak- 
spear  Cliff  tunnel  306;  Mr.  Jaudon’s  arrangement  with 
the  Rothschilds — cotton — lord  John  Russel’s  circular — 
Indian  affairs  321;  conspiracy  to  overthrow  the  power 
of,  in  India — London  post  office — emigration  from — 
items  337;  corn  law — U.  S.  Bank  bonds  353;  markets — 
cotton — specie — circular  of  the  Barrings,  brokers — 
money  market,  &c.  369;  final  adjustment  of  American 
claims  for  slaves,  &c.  373;  markets — levy  of  seamen 
— Guinn— various  items  385;  payment  for  American 
slaves  liberated  at  Bermuda  389;  rumor  of  ministerial 
changes — corn  reduced — money  easier- — cotton  advanc- 
ed— marriage  preparations  —specie  expected—  interpos- 
ing in  the  Aniist.id  case  417;  sec  British — England, 


Great  Western,  steamer,  arrival  of  38 

Greece — return  of  the  Icing  and  queen  of  Athens  67; 
the  king  summonses  the  heroes  of  Condouriotti  and 
Zaimi  to  his  councils  67;  king  Otho  on  a visit  to  Prus- 
sia 148;  bank  proposed  for,  items  164;  extract  from 

Castanis’ history  of  the  regeneration  of  275 

Greek  girls,  exhibiting  wonders  67 

Green,  Duff,  his  letter  to  Mr.  Mitchell  348-9 

Grenelle,  artesian  well  at  173 

Grinnell,  Mr.  431 

Griscom,  professor,  chosen  president  of  the  national 
education  convention  210 

Grundy,  Felix  elected  U.  S.  senator  224;  resigns  and 
is  re-elected  300,  311,  317,  333,  347,  363,  379;  report  on 
assuming  the  debts  of  the  states  407,  428 

Guatemala — intelligence  from  34;  Mr.  Stephen’s  ex- 
ploration 337 

Gun  powder  plot,  Haldeman’s  powder  house  160 

Guns,  see  cannon. 

H. 

Hale,  lieut.  David  E.  monument  proposed  to  32 

Hail  storms,  M.  Arago,  on  preventing  128 

Hall,  Mr.  383 

Halsted,  Mr.  228 

Hamburg,  state  of  money  market  at  55 

Hand,  Mr.  365,382,413,431 

Hanover,  the  Germanic  diet  of,  appeal  from  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  king  120 

Hard  times,  prominent  cause  for  216 

Harpers’  Ferry  and  Williamsport  rail  road  215 

Harrisburg,  supply  of  water  at  48;  see  whig  conven- 
tion. 

Harrison,  Albert  G.  representative  in  congress  from 
Missouri,  death  of  45,  318 

Harrison,  general  1 Villiam  II.  nominated  as  a can- 
didate for  president  of  the  United  Slates,  by  1 he  whig 
national  convention  243;  his  letter  accepting  the  nomi- 
nation 379 

Hartford,  vote  on  temperance  question  336 

Harvard  university,  triennial  catalogue  80 

Hastings,  Mr.  382 

Havre — quarantine  laws  at,  decree  82,  112 

Hawks,  rev.  Dr.  collocation  80 

Hay  ne,  gen.  R.  Y.  death  of  81;  meeting  at  Charleston, 
and  tribute  to  his  memory  104;  meeting  &c.  at  Phila- 
delphia 105;  relative  to  a scite  for  the  monument  to 
118;  general  McDuffie  selected  to  deliver  the  eulogy 
on  160 

Hayti — remarks  relative  to  the  consul  at  23;  com- 
merce with  37;  arbitrary  movements  of  Boyer  193 
Ilazen’s  panorama  of  trades  and  professions,  notice 
of  304 

Hemp,  a preparation  of,  used  as  a substitute  for 
opium  241 

Henderson,  J.  Pinkney,  minister  from  Texas  to 
France,  arrested  at  New  York  for  debt  and  discharged 
by  order  of  court  257 

Henderson,  Mr.  amendment  of  sub-treasury  bill  347; 
land  claims  347,  363 

Henry,  Mr.  383 

Hersant,  M.  E.  consol  for  the  Beleavic  islands  112 
Hidden  treasures  discovered  96,  320 

Hoffman,  Mr.  on  the  New  Jersey  case  228,  246, 259. 

265,  234-6,  300,  318,  335,  351,  365,  399 
Hogs,  weight  of  two,  in  Ky.  64 

Hogs,  fed  with  apples  134 

Holland — commercial  treaty  with  57;  population  of 
130;  funds,  prices,  &c.  164;  death  of  baron  Von  Bri- 
enen  210;  money  pressure  225;  operations  in  Asia  241; 
items  417 

Holleman,  Mr.  430-1 

Holmes,  Mr.  234;  on  the  printing  348,  430 

Honorary,  see  monuments:  diplomas  from  the  acade- 
my of  Acadia  to  the  poets  Rogers  and  Moore  80:  de- 
scription of  sword  to  be  presented  by  the  state  of  Dela- 
ware to  col.  S.  B.  Davis  80:  tribute  to  the  memory  of 
general  Hayne  104,  105 

Hopkins,  Mr.  236,300,  33 1 

Hopkinson,  judge,  remarks  on  the  character  of  mer- 
chants 223 

Horned  frog,  living  specimen  of  304 

Hornet,  sloop  of  war.  relative  to  the  loss  of  2 

Horse  collars,  improvement  in,  by  inflating  32 

Horse,  rode  by  Napoleon  at  the  battle  of  Waterloo  64 
Hottinguer,  bankers,  and  the  United  States  ban!; 

1 19,  121 

Howard,  gen.  B.  C.  address  of,  on  laying  the  comer 
stone  of  the  North  Point  monument  59 

Howard,  Mr.  of  Indiana  335,  351,  399 

Howard  university,  library  apparaflft  212 

House  of  representatives — the  members  assemble  and 
proceed  to  qualify,  interrupted  by  .T.  C.  Ingersol  claim- 
ing the  seat  held  hv  Mr.  Naylor  226;  the  clerk  objects 
to  call  New  Jersey  members,  proceedings  thereupon 
226,241,244;  see  New  Jersey;  J.  Q.  Adams  chosen 
chairman  of  the  attending  representation  233;  a speaker 
elected,  takes  his  seat  268 

Hoyt.  Jesse,  collector  at  New  York  30 1 

Hubbard,  Mr.  259,299,  301-2,  363-4-6,  379.  330,  399, 

413,  427-8  9 

Hudson  canal,  flour  and  wheat  bv  the  13 1 

Hudson  river,  number  of  streams  on  the  16 

Hughes,  Jeremiah,  his  address  on  assuming  editor- 
ship of  lifilcs  National  Regufler  114 

Hull,  commodore,  dispute  with  British  admiral  re- 
peating rank  _ 36 

Humane  criminal  institution  of  N.  Y.  15 

Hunt,  Mr.  23 1-6,  265, 285,  3 19,  351,  365 

Hnn’er’s  Lodges  2J 
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Hunter,  Robert  M-  T.  elected  speaker  266;  his  ad- 
dress 266 

Hussen  and  seven  daughters,  a firm  112 

I. 

Ice  mountain  and  hanging  rock  in  Va.  24 

Illinois — relative  to  the  office  of  secretary  of  state  of 
7:  votes  polled  in,  population  32;  praries  of  51:  large 
quantity  of  pork  in  96:  loan  negotiated  96;  the  legisla- 
ture to  be  convened  117;  state  loan,  winter  wheat,  whig 
ticket  of  presidential  electors  138;  whig  state  conven- 
tion 154;  bank  suspensions  in,  special  election  ordered 
167;  legislature  to  convene,  important  resolution  to 
non-resident  land  holders  182;  fire  at  Chicago  183; 
banks  maintain  specie  payments  192;  Galena,  land 
sales  204;  loan  negotiation,  state  senator,  shipwrecks  at 
Chicago  217;  loan  224;  port  of  entry  at  Cairo  299;  go- 
vernor Carlin’s  message  312;  legislation  on  banks,  &c. 
323,  352;  public  debt,  finances,  banks,  &c.  357;  im- 
provement of  Cairo  363;  legislation  on  banks,  sus- 
pending all  public  works,  and  new  board  of  public 
works  378;  state  bank  of  400;  charter  revived  403; 
and  accepted  420;  abandoning  public  works  420 
Iowa. — land  sale  in  20;  proclamation  of  the  governor 
of  Missouri  relative  to  the  boundary  line  72 

Importation  of  wheat  105 

Importations,  of  goods  into  New  York  for  Philadel- 
phia markets,  official  correspondence  418 

Imports  and  exports  169 

Imprisonment  for  debt,  Indiana  legislation  368 

Income  and  expenditure,  the  Bntish  146 

Independent  sub-treasury  bill,  as  passed  by  the  se- 
nate 395;  see  sub-treasury . 

Index  of  the  first  seven  numbers  of  this  volume  114 
India — conspiracy  to  overthrow  the  British  power  in, 
discovered  337;  Americans  going  to,  to  improve  the 
culture  of  cotton  416;  see  China. 

India  rubber,  new  use  of  96 

Indiana — -bank  of,  declining  specie  payments  16: 
rumor  of  loss  by  the  fund  commissioners  of  21:  elec- 
tion returns  21:  debt  and  resources  of  36:  number 
of  votes  for  congressmen  for  1837  and  1S39  50:  as 
sertions  respecting  the  politics  of  judge  Wick  of  50; 
death  of  Amaziah  Morgan,  of  13S;  intimation  to  the 
banks  of  154;  thanksgiving,  candidate  for  United 
States  senator,  Methodism,  Marion  county  204;  state 
finances  and  improvements  182;  salt  monopoly  resolu- 
tions, whig  state  convention  217;  increase  of  Metho- 
dists in  256;  statistics  of  311-12;  administration  state 
convention,  nominations  352;  bill  abolishing  imprison- 
ment for  debt  363;  administration  convention  and  no- 
minations 334 

Indians — relative  to  the,  of  Florida,  see  Florida:  con- 
flicting parties  of  Cherokees  3:  respecting  massacre 
of  Chippcwav3  by  the  Sioux  near  Fort  Snelling  3:  ru- 
mor of  the  disturbances  at  Fort  Gibson  contradicted 
16:  Mexican  mode  of  warfare  against  the  Caman- 
ches  and  Apaches  19:  notice  of  the  Cherokees  22: 
removal  of  the  Ottowavs  22;  the  Senecas  22:  Chero- 
kees becoming  quiet  50:  removal  of  the  Oltavvays 
112:  death  of  Dndayaka,  chief  of  the  Onondagas  112; 
see  Florida  war-,  visit  to  the  Pawnee  124;  fighting 
amongst  the  Cherokees  123;  death  of  Big  Kettle  ib.;  spe- 
cie stollen  ib.;  the  secretary  of  war  prohibits  taking 
of  for  exhibition  150;  outfit  for  the  160;  trouble,  war 
amongst  the  Cherokees  165;  military  movements  in  an- 
ticipation of  difficulties  with  the  Cherokees  177;  fron- 
tier of  the  Sacs  and  Winnebagoes  225;  king  David 
the  Montank,  burned  to  death  256;  Cherokees  quieted 
256;  Frank’s  tradition  of  Logan  272;  reference  to,  in 
the  president’s  message  291;  bills  reported  349;  see  Che- 
rokees. 

Indian  juglers  secret  221 

Ingersoil,  J.  C.  claims  Mr.  Naylor’s  seat  227;  a vote 
taken  241 

Ink,  prize  offered  for  an  indelible  article  of  172 

Inquests,  number  of,  at  New  York  1 12 

Tron,  furnaces,  and  consumption  of  16 

Insolvent  law  case  223 

Insects,  shower  of  184 

Institution  for  tho  blind,  in  Ohio  182;  of  Virginia 

215 

Instruction  of  United  States  senators — byTennessee 
154, '203,  216;  Mr.  Foster’s  letter  on  resigning  252; 
judge  White  resigns  333;  other  instructions  from  the 
fame  stale  relative  to  the  public  lands  357;  judge 
White’s  letter  to  the  legislature  of  Tennessee  on  resign- 
ing _ • 359 

Insurance  cogaftanies,  loss  of  the,  by  tho  fire  in  New 
York 5th  Oct.  w 104 

Insurance,  in  Prussia  432 

Intemperance,  a victim  of  112 

Internal  improvements,  of  Kentucky  204;  the  co=t 
and  the  consequences  of  the,  in  the  United  States  220 
International  courtesy,  instance  of  17^ 

Inventions,  White’s  method  of  towing  boats  by  wa- 
terpower61;  a new  kind  of  rail  way  80;  Harris’ paddles 
for  steamboats  93;  Southworth’s  tide  and  current  wa- 
ter wheel  93;  Parson’s  upright  vibratory  single  ma- 
chine 93 

Inventions,  improvements,  &c.  172,  221 

Iowa — tho  city  of,  sales  of  lots  in  123;  geological  survey 
of  the  slate  133;  contested  seats  for  delegate  to  congress 
154;  boundary  trouble  with  Missouri  167,  217.  259;  vi- 
gorous crowd]  of  the  territory  163;  marble  in  183;  trou- 
ble iu  205;  death  of  William  B-  Conway  secretary  of 
territory  217;  resolve  against  applying  to  become  a 
state  272;  communication  from  the  president  relative 
to  the  disputed  boundary  300-3,  320;  proceedings  in 


congress  on  a letter  of  the  delegate  of  332;  official- re- 
ports presented  346;  boundary  question  357;  legislature 
adjourn  403 

Ireland — temperance  reform  in  432 

Iron — native,  in  Missouri  217;  anthracite  iron  256, 
313;  number  of  forges,  &c.  in  England  256;  manufac- 
tured at  Pottsville  313;  letter  of  secretary  of  treasury 
relative  to  the  importation  of,  for  rail  roads  401;  moun- 
tain of,  in  Kentucky  416;  rails  432;  iron  steamboats, 
compared  with  wooden  220;  the  Valley  Forge  256 

J. 

Jackson,  general,  visit  to,  and  reception  at  New  Or- 
leans 368,  384 

Jamaica — intelligence  from  2, 26,  34;  destructive  fire 

321;  various  items  386 

Jameson,  Mr.  301-2;  death  of  A.  G.  Plarrison  318, 

367 

Jenifer,  Mr.  227,  232-4,  302-3 

Jews,  in  Russia  148;  Jewish  day  atonement  of  176 
John  Adams,  United  States  corvette,  at  Macao,  E.  I. 
4th  May  82,  132 

Johnson,  William  Cost  227-9,  234,  264;  point  of  or- 
der on  the  oath  of  office  267,271;  on  petitions  303,  334, 
351,366-7,382;  resolution  respecting  public  lands  399 
Johnson,  Cave  234,  285-7,  300,  382,399,413-14-15, 

429,  430-1 

Johnson,  Bill,  sentenced  314 

Jones,  Mr.  319,  334,  349,  350-1,  366,  383,  398,  414-15, 

429,  430 

Jones,  Sam,  Seminole  chief,  notices  of  99 

Judge,  death  of  Black,  chief  justice  of  Delaware  32; 
Bayard  appointed  65 

Jurors,  judge  Shaw  on  the  scruples  of  5 

K. 

Keim,  Mr.  303,  350,  356 

Keeney,  Daniel,  the  pilot,  manoeuvre  of  26 

Kelp,  quantities  thrown  upon  the  breach  at  Nan- 
tucket 64 

Kentucky — drought  in  16;  whig  nomination  of  presi- 
dential electors  21;  death  of  the  governor,  Clarke  23; 
presentments  at  Pairs  in  32;  Charles  A.  Wicldiffe  as- 
sumes the  duties  of  governor  of  33;  weight  of  two 
hogs  in  64;  gubernatorial  wedding,  mistenous  disap- 
pearance 144;  the  banks  of,  report  to  governor  Wick- 
liffe  167;  school  fund  of  181;  internal  improvements 
204;  statement  of  the  banks  of  216;  legislature  meets 
243,311;  agricultural  school  288;  governor  Wickliffe’s 
message,  notice  of  his  message,  internal  improvements 
of,  &c.  311;  bill  to  issue  state  bonds  for  public  improve- 
ments 357;  letter  respecting  the  Schuylkill  bunk  fraud 
377;  iron  mountain  in  416:  mammoth  cave  283 

Kidnapping,  a case  of,  at  Louisville  192;  Abraham 
Dumahat  20S 

King,  William  R.  nominated  for  vice  president  by 
the  Van  Buren  state  convention  of  Alabama  311 

King,  Mr.  364,  379,  397-8,  427 

Knight,  Mr.  428 

Knower,  Benjamin,  death  of  16 

Knowledge  is  power,  illustrated  20 

Kremlin,  at  Moscow,  rebuilding  148 

L.  ' 

Laborers,  religious  instructions  to,  on  rail  roads  80 
Lake  Nicaragua,  company  formed  that  propose  a 
route  ofcommunication  from  London  to  the  Pacific  and 
East  Indies,  by  way  of  82 

Lakes,  magnitude  and  depth  of  100 

Lamps,  exhibition  of  90 

Land — see  public  lands. 

Land  law,  in  Illinois  182 

Land  sales — in  Iowa  20;  kinds  of  money  received  for 
public,  different  at  different  places  21;  sale  of  Maine 
lands  on  the  Penobscot  river  96;  at  Chicago  160;  at 
Springfield  ib.;  at  Galena  204;  at  Milwaulue  256 

Law  cases — copy  right  case  commenced  32;  ofSeherpf 
indicted  for  forgery  not  appearing,  recognizance  for- 
feited 64;  against  S.  R.  Woods  for  perjury  postponement 
proposed  and  argued  64;  a singular,  decided  by  the 
tribunal  de  premere  68;  the  schooner  Amistad  73;  judge 
Thompson’s  decision  thereon  75;  the  trial  of  Webb  for 
libel  on  Cooper,  postponed  SO;  case  of  a mate  left  on  the 
coast  of  Asia  Minor  for  disobedience  to  his  captain’s  or- 
ders S3;  case  of  Sparks  police  officer  New  York,  dis- 
missed for  malpractices  83;  important  decisions  of  the 
supreme  court  of  N.  Jersey  in  a case  of  usury  S3;  dama- 
ges for  seduction  84;  trial  for  right  of  ailmony  in  N.York 
96;  sentence  in  a case  of  betting  on  elections  96;  Jacob 
Swope  vs.  Fanny  Burke,  a fugative  from  labor  157; 
judge  Porter’s  decision  ib.;  case  of  the  schooner  Catha- 
rine, as  a slaver  159;  number  of  in  England,  a French 
decision  on  gambling,  counterfeiter,  Dr.  Dyott,  Meade 
vs.  Tappan,  Van  Renselcar’s  sentence,  Barney  Corse, 
Thomas  H.  Christmas,  Chase  vs.  Delaroche,  John  N. 
Malloy  convicted  of  perjury.  Webb  vs.  Mackinley  173; 
Babad  & Co.  vs.  Busby,  J.  B.  Mahan  for  receiving 
negroes,  E.  Raymond  for  violating  lottery  law,  Ruiz 
and  Montez  ads,  Siligweh,  reach  of  the  revenue  laws, 
chancellor  Kent's  opinion  as  to  following:  goods  after 
passing  from  the  custody  of  the  officers  174;  the  gene- 
ral banking  law  of  New  York  pronounced  unconstitu- 
tional 176;  United  States  vs.  a case  of  cotton  lace  183; 
law  against  deadly  weapon  in  Cuba,  small  notes  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  unincorporated  associations  in 
Alabama,  Mrs.  Mary  M.  'Pees  lor  taking  away  a bond, 
can  citizens  residing  abroad  be  sued  as  aliens?  Wildes 
and  others  vs.  Theodore  Parker  183;  a case  of  sur- 
vcyorship  184;  Lowell  vs.  Lowell  rail  road,  obstruc- 


tion on  highway,  Arkansas  state  vs.  the  Notrebes  for 
murdering  Marcus  B.  Desha,  acquital,  Ohio  state  vs. 
Mrs.  Eleanor  Knowles  184;  case  of  Ruiz  and  Montez,  of 
the  Amistad  206;  extraordinary  trial  at  Paris,  Hunting 
S.  Miller  and  others,  for  arson  207;  attachment  law, 
special  verdict  #>.;  United  States  vs.  S.  Stettinus  agent 
of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail  road  company  222; 
slaves  of  the  Amistad,  Baldwin’s  plea,  &c.  222;  post- 
ponement of  the  case  223;  the  Butterfly  as  a slaver  ib.:  J. 
K.  Hassenger  as  insolvent,  extraordinary  case  of  biga- 
my, trespass  of  a drayman  ib.;  Mrs.  Decatur  vs.  secre- 
tary of  the  navy,  mandamus  224,  304;  a foreign  minis- 
ter arrested  for  debt  in  New  York,  and  discharged  by 
the  court  257;  bonds  of  whale  ship,  a decision  336; 
judge  Judson’s  decision  in  the  Amistad  case  352;  morus 
multicaulis  contract  ib.;  decision  against  steamboat 
detaining  passengers  for  their  fair  368;  Bill  Johnson 
sentenced  384 

Laws  of  congress,  proposal  to  increase  the  number  of 
copies  furnished  to  the  states  259 

Lawrence,  Mr.  relative  to  China  319,  366 

Leadbetter,  Mr.  382-3 

Lead  mines,  bill  to  reserve  the,  to  the  United  States 

279 

Lead  trade  of  Missouri  183 

Legation,  relative  to  the  secretary  to  the,  to  France 

7,44 

Leggett’s  library  sold  to  Forrest  112 

Legislating,  instance  of  governing  too  much  112 

Leet,  Mr.  350 

Levis,  H.  J.  late  cashier  of  Schuylkill  bank,  fraud 
discovered  257 

Lewis,  Mr.  381 

Lexington — the  steamboat,  destruction  of  336-8-9,  the 
widows  mite  370;  captain  Hillard’s  testimony  370-1; 
coroner’s  inquest  372;  meeting  at  Boston  400 

Liberia — pleasing  intelligence  from,  letter  of  rev.  J, 
Seys  11th  July  67;  various  items  from  149,  160;  emi- 
grants sail  from  Norfolk  for  304,  352;  items  from  Afri- 
ca, slave  trade  extensively  persisted  in,  Liberia  Herald 

353 

Licence  law,  J.  Q.  Adams  on  the,  of  Mass.  4 

Life-boat,  on  board  the  United  States  frigate  352 
Lightning,  velosity  of  176 

Lime,  in  New  York  134 

Lincoln,  Mr.  414, 430 

Lindhurst,  lord,  his  remarks  on  editorship  4 

Lion,  a man  rescued  from  a tiger  by  a 184 

Liverpool  steamer,  log  book  of  the  5 

Loafers,  use  made  of,  at  Natchez  202 

Loans,  little  prospect  of  negotiating,  in  Europe  at 
present  9G;  that  of  Illinois  obtained  96;  the  state  of  New 
York  135;  of  Illinois  138,217,  224 

Lock,  an  ingenious  one  at  the  Mechanic’s  Institute  48 
Locomotives,  orders  from  Europe  for  48;  the,  for  the 
great  western  rail  road  51;  great  performance  of  a 336 
London — morals  in  51;  population  of  130;  morals  of 
146;  circulation  of  the  press  304;  post  office  337 

Longevity,  Maria  Geane  Robin  16;  Ezekiel  Mathews 
and  wife  83;  Henry  and  Catherine  Nulff  83 

Louisiana — items  137;  sugar  crop  167;  statements  of 
the  banks  of  195;  governor  Romain,  appointments,  con- 
gressman, respecting  banks  suspension  202;  crops  256; 
sale  of  state  bonds  336;  Rice  Garland  400 

Louisville — agreement  to  import  coffee  direct  to  112; 
collector  at  119;  postmaster  displaced  320 

Lowell  vs.  Lowell  rail  road,  a decision  184 

Lumpkin,  Mr.  279,  317;  resolutions  respecting  as- 
suming the  debts  of  the  states  317;  on  using  blood- 
hounds 393,427-8 

Lunar  rainbow  80 

Lunatic  asylum,  of  Tennessee,  notice  of  167;  of  Ohio 
279;  veto  of  a bill  for  a,  in  Pennsylvania  336 

Luxuries,  statistics  of  by  Dr.  Aleott  108 

Lynching  in  Mississippi  256 

Lynn,  Mr.  announces  sundry  bills  259;  resolutions 
relative  to  Oregon  259, 299,  300,  317,  333;  on  the  letter 
of  the  Iowa  delegate  332,  347,  364;  on  the  Mormon 
petition  364,  379,  330;  military  posts  397-8,413,  427-8 

Ivl. 

Machines,  see  inventions. 

Madison  papers,  in  relation  to  19;  H.  D.  Gilpin’s  letter 
to  tiie  National  Intelligencer  81 

Mackerel  fisheries  273 

Mahmoud,  sultan,  death  of  14 

Mails,  in  Maryland  ^ 215 

Mail,  “smuggling”  the  United  States  305,  341;  un- 
successful negotiation  400;  proposition  submitted  by  the 
rail  road  company  432 

Maine — commissioners  to  ascertain  boundary  3; 
Aroostook  timber  22;  governor  Fairfield  apposing  R. 
Melntire,  esq-  on  the  subject  of  depredations  upon  the 
disputed  territory  82;  sale  of  lands  of  state  on  Penobscot 
96;  small  pox  prevailing  96;  number  of  vessels  built  in, 
Inst  year  112;  return  of  British  exploring  commissioners, 
silk  culture-134;  thanksgiving  151;  third  annual  report 
of  Dr.  Jackson  the  geologist  ib.;  extract  from  governor 
Fairfield’s  thanksgiving  proclamation  196;  the  boun- 
dary question  197;  Aroostook  region,  death  of  John  G. 
Dean  212;  two  of  the  British  commissioners  on  the 
boundary  line242;  renewal  of  difficulties,  British  troops 
on  the  disputed  territory,  sheriff  Purnam  25S;  legisla- 
ture meet  311;  border  rumor  320;  goverpor  l1  airfield’s 
message  222;  relative  to  the  boun^'y  3o4;  his  corres- 
pondence with  governor  Har-^y  354-5;  expense  of  the 
Aroostook  expedition  P'csident  communicates 

papers  relative,  to  boundary  363;  substance  thereof 
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372;  the  corresponcence  389,  401;  current  expenses  of 
government  paid  in  post  notes  432 

Mammoth,  bones  of  a,  discovered  in  Missouri  192 
Mandamus  case,  Mrs.  Decatur  vs.  secretary  of  navy 
224;  non-suited  304 

Manchester  corporation,  suit  against  Clark’s  cotton 
mill,  &c.  108 

Manhattan  bank  of  New  York,  large  deficiency  dis- 
covered 400 

Manufacturers,  in  Philadelphia  214;  in  Virgnia  242; 
see  American. 

Marine,  punishment  of  a 64 

Marion,  (Ohio),  disgraceful  riot  at  41 

Marrying  a widow  so  as  to  avoid  paying  her  debt  7 
Marshall,  judge,  notice  of  175 

Martinique — earthquake  at  35,  150 

Martusoelii,  chevalier  de,  consul  general  of  the  Two 
Sicilies  recognised  194 

Marvin,  Mr.  413,  430 

Maryland — election,  general  result  of  the,  in  81;  re- 
turns of  election  100;  state  stock  advertised  at  auction 
81;  whig  majorities  for  representatives  to  congress  153; 
canal  rioters  condemned,  whig  majorities  for  congress- 
men  itc^Mr.  McLane’s  negotiation  with  the  Barings 
for  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail  road  company  167; 
death  of  Luke  Tiernan  192;  governor  Grason’s  letter 
respecting  the  national  education  convention  194; 
breach  and  trade  on  the  Chesapeake  & Ohio  canal  201, 
215;  the  bonds  of,  mails  ib.;  Episcopal  convention, 
temperance  society,  governor’s  annual  message  290-1- 
2-3;  pay  the  interest  on  bonds  in  specie  336;  treasurer’s 
annual  report  356;  Tide  Water  canal  400;  state  stock 
improving  416 

_ Mason,  John  G.  administration  candidate  for  United 
States  senate  in  Virginia  243 

Mason,  Mr.  399 

Massachusetts — railways  of  19;  arrivals  of  rails  for  the 
western  rail  road  96;  candidates  for  congress  from  117; 
western  rail  road  opened  128;  bank  circulation  134; 
bank  proceedings  140;  items  152;  value  of  property  de- 
stroyed at  West  Boylston  192;  election  returns,  &c. 
197,  212;  return  of  specie  in  the  Boston  banks  213; 
election  returns  224,  242;  eye  and  ear  infirmary  ib.;  fire 
at  Newton,  J.  Brown  &■  Co.  ib.;  temperance  statistics 
256;  special  election  2S8,  311;  election  returns  304;  le- 
gislature meet  311;  report  on  governor’s  election  322; 
the  banks  336;  rail  roads  ib.;  Mr.  Webster’s  reception 
from  Europe  338;  Mr.  Morton  elected  governor  352; 
correction  of  votes  for  lieutenant  governor,  state  of  par- 
ties in  the  legislature  336;  corfirmation  368;  gov.  Mor- 
ton’s speech  374 

Massachusetts  charitable  mechanics  association,  fes- 
tival 106 

Maxwell,  Mr.  227, 231;  denied  the  right  to  vote  for 
speaker  241 

Mayo,  captain,  cruise  in  the  steamboat  Poinsett  241 
McCarty,  Mr.  366,  384 

McClean,  judge,  degree  of  L.  L.  D.  to  32 

McDonalj,  governor  Charles  J.  of  Georgia  inaugu- 
ral address  215 

McDuffie;  George,  letter  from,  on  the  cotton  trade 
and  cotton  circular  91;  selected  to  deliver  eulogy  on 
gen.  Ilay ne  160 

McKay,  Mr.  287 

McKinney,  com.  W.  E.  death  of  2 

Mechanics — proceedings  of  in  Philadelphia,  relative 
to  steam  frigate,  engine  12;  fair  held  at  Boston  50 
Medical  convention,  the  national  307 

Medical  statistics,  valuable  publication  of,  presented 
by  British  authority  to  the  United  States  surgeon  ge- 
neral 72' 

Medical  students,  in  Pennsylvania  university  368 
Mediterranean,  pirates  in  the  33 

Mehemet  Ali,  pasha  of  Egypt  31;  resolves  to  main- 
tain his  advantage  over  the  Turks  53 

Memphis,  toasted  as  the  future  capital  of  the  union 
by  gen.  Gaines  112 

Menneval,  baron,  interesting  memories  of  Napoleon 

337 

Mercer,  lion.  Charles  Fenton,  appointed  cashier  of 
the  bank  of  Florida  194,  227, 229, 244, 263-6  S;  address 
to  his  constituents  243;  resigns  300;  age  of  304;  pub- 
lic dinner  to,  correspondence  357 

Merchant,  judge  Hopkinson’s  character  of  a 223 
Merrick,  Mr.  227,  279,  299,  333,  347,  363;  on  the  sub- 
treasury  bill  363,  364-5,  379,  330,  393,  412,  423 

Messages — several  received  from  the  president  253, 
279;  his  annual  279,  293,  293;  relative  to  Iowa  boun- 
dary 300;  relative  to  the  papers  of  fishing  vessels  303; 
census  ib.;  to  the  trade  with  French  colonies  ib.;  rela- 
tive to  employing  steam  vessels  in  the  revenue  service 
317;  relative  to  the  disputed  boundary,  relative  to  the 
suspension  of  banks  318;  relative  to  disputed  boun- 
dary 363;  asking  support  for  the  public  treasury  411, 

414 

Meteors,  observations  on  400 

Methodism,  in  Indiana  204 

Metternich,  prince,  sick  53 

Methodist,  increase  of  160;  centenary  notice  175; 
prohibited  in  Spain  176;  increase  256;  college  336 
Methodist  mission  at  Oregon, "intelligence  from  to  2d 
March  6S 

Mexico — tobacco  in  4;  their  method  of  warfare  against 
the  Cainanche  and  Apache  Indians  19;  affairs  with 
Texas  19;  marshal  Soult,  in  relation  to  19;  population 
ol  64;  relative  to  American  property  seized  at  Tampico 
66;  Mr.  O’Connell’s  noo-n  jn  parliament,  of  intended 
motion  to  obtain  tin  assylum  f.y  iree  people  of  color 
in  30;  don  Juan  de  la  Grana,  vice  -’nnsn i of,  at  New 
York  H2:  rumor  of  having  recognizee,  -.dependence 


of  Texas  118;  items  from  ib.;  French  views  of  relation 
with  Texas  132;  correspondence  between  Bustamente 
and  Turnel  150;  relations  with  Texas  ib.;  payment  of 
indemnity  to  France  164;  Arkansas  route  to  216;  items, 
population  of  the  city  of,  instalment  to  France  224;  pre- 
sident in  his  message  referring  to  our  relations  with 
280;  fall  of  Matamoras  327;  contradicted  370;  unfa- 
vorable account  from  353 

Michigan — Van  Buren  nomination  for  gov.  and  lieut. 
governor  80;  crops  13S;  bank  suspensions  168,  204;  a 
woman  lost,  sub-treasury,  debts  due  the  banks  205;  elec- 
tion 203, 224;  whig  dinner  at  Detroit  256;  story  about 
wild  child  272;  legislature  meet,  lieutenant  governor — 
governor  357;  A.  A.  Bortcr  elected  United  States'sena- 
tor  363;  legislature  organized  ib.;  governor  Wood- 
bridge’s  message  378;  quantity  of  beet  root  sugar  pro- 
duced in  3S4;  bank  resolution  3S5;  report  on  internal 
improvements  403;  Augustus  A.  Bortcr  elected  United 
States  senator  403 

Militia,  efficiency  of  ” 93 

Military  stations  occupied  by  the  British  army  52 
Military  convention  (national)  proposed  36;  proceed- 
ings of  a state,  of  Vermont  42 

Military  academy,  visit  of  the  secretary  of  war  to  the, 
&c.  125;  state  academy  of  Virginia  136 

Military  review,  in  New  York  144 

Mingo,  death  of  the  horse  203 

Mint — at  New  Orleans  17;  appointment  of  treasurer 
at  the  32 

Mint  of  the  United  States,  operations  since  its  first 
establishment  257;  coinage  at  the  320 

Mineral  sources  of  Pennsylvania  57 

Mirage  observed  at  Boston  32 

Mississippi— banking  in  IS;  S.  S.  Prentice  accepts 
the  whig  nomination  as  candidate  for  U.  S.  senate  21; 
his  letter  to  that  effect  78;  increase  of  banks  in,  from 
1S30  to  1839  69;  fever  at  Natchez  137;  items  from 
Natchez  144;  sheriff’s  sales  advertised  154;  banks  of, 
&c.  Yazoo  soil  and  crops,  fever  181;  election  returns, 
loafers  at  Natchez  202;  election  returns  203;  signs  of 
the  times,  a sheriff’s  expedient,  wooden  pavements  216; 
election  returns  257;  the  two  per  cent,  land  fund  300, 
3l7;  boundary  320;  agricultural  bank  of  352;  Robert 
J.-Walkcr  elected  United  States  senator,  new  consti- 
tution prohibits  the  introduction  of  slaves  as  merchan- 
dise 363;  governor  inagurated,  Brandon  bank  charter, 
affray,  ex-governor  Runnels  and  Mr.  Kearney  377;  re- 
solution relative  to  the  bank  at  Paulding  420;  election 
relurns  202 

Missions— contribution  to  religious  123;  family  to 
Oregon  175;  rev.  Mr.  Wolf  256;  contributions  received 
by  the  Protestant  societies  for  foreign  and  domestic  51; 
see  Methodist. 

Mississippi  river — attempts  at,  deepening  the  mouth 
of  the  123;  geological  fact  137;  low  water  182;  survey 
of,  report  363 

Missing  vessels  84 

Missouri — death  of  A.  G.  Harrison,  representative  in 
congress  from  49;  proclamation  of  the  governor  relative 
to  the  Iowa  boundary  72;  relative  to  the  special  elec- 
tion for  congress  ordered  in  138;  specie  shipped  144; 
Van  Buren  candidate  for  congress,  reported  death  of 
Dr.  David  D.  Owen  contradicted  154;  boundary  trou- 
bles with  Iowa,  whig  state  conventon  167;  candidates 
163;  emigration  to,  the  river,  trade,  lead  trade,  &c.  182; 
dispute  with  Iowa  respecting  boundary  183;  emigrants 
to  204;  border  difficulties,  specie,  Sante  Fe,  native 
iron,  murder  of  Charles  Rhyiner,  dispute  with  Iowa 
217;  bank  excitement  at  St.  Louis  224;  communica- 
tion relative  to  the  Iowa  boundary  300,  303,  357;  copper 
mines  400;  administration  candidate  nominated  154; 
payment  of  volunteers  call  for  information  as  to  the 
Iowa  boundary  of  259;  message  received,  petitions  2-59, 

299 

Misterious,  disappearance  of  Brown  and  Willey  123 
Mitchell,  Mr.  333;  relative  to  the  printing  contract 

343-9,  350 

f Mob,  in  Cincinnati  against  the  negro  doctor  John 
Woodward  83 

Mobile — sickness  at  32,  66. 81, 117, 137, 153, 181;  suc- 
cessive and  awful  fires  at  137;  relief  from  N.  Orleans 
ib.:  great  excitement  at  153;  value  of  property  destroy- 
ed by  fire  at  192;  the  fever  ceases  203;  amount  of  sub- 
scriptions for  relief  of  388 

Money  affairs — at  New  York,  Boston,  Cincinnati  18; 
disparity  in,  received  for  public  land  21;  in  England 
33,54;  in  Hamburg  55;  at  Philadelphia  and  New  York 
65;  shipment  of  specie  from  Missouri  to  New  York  65; 
continued  depression  in  81;  rumor  of  arrangement  be- 
tween the  banks  of  Philadelphia,  Nevv  York  and  Bos- 
ton 81;  Maryland  state  stock  at  auction  8!;  rumor  of 
operations  between  N.  Orleans  and  U.  S.  bank  contra- 
dicted 81;  market  at  New  York  116;  general  139,  140; 
at  Boston  152;  extract  from  Tucker’s  theory  of  money 
and  banks  155;  the  European  market  ICO,  161-2-4:  the 
American  169,  170;  English  209, 225;  France  and  Hol- 
land 225;  English  273,  305,  384-5;  reduction  of  New 
York  circulation  and  discounts  400 

Monroe,  Mr.  2S6,  319,  351,  393 

Montevido,  items  132,  149,416 

Monument — proposed  to  lieut.  D.  E.  Hale  32;  cere- 
mony of  laying  the  corner  stone,  at  North  Point  32, 
58;  general  Howard’s  address  on  the  occasion  59;  to 
col.  R.  A.  Thompson  35;  to  lady  Flora  Hastings,  by 
the  ladies  of  England  96;  relative  to  the,  to  general 
Ilayne  118;  of  com.  Downic  H6 

Moore,  the  poet,  honorary  diploma  to  80 

Morals  in  London  51,  145 

Mormons  320;  petitions  presented  304 


Morris,  Mathias,  death  of  215 

Mortality,  one  death  every  moment  320 

Mortar  cannon,  experiments  relative  to  the  use  of, 
by  steam  ships  87 

Morns  multicnulis,  sales  of,  &c.  69, 128, 175, 176, 192, 
240;  a new  use  for,  in  destroying  coco  grass  194;  law 
ease  352 

Moscow,  the  Krimlin  rebuilding  at  148 

Mother  Carey’s  chickens  32 

Muhlenburg,  Mr.  American  minister  at  Vienna,  no- 
tice of  51 

Murders  144, 152;  Henry  Jones  167;  in  Ohio  ib.;  Chas. 
Rhyiner  217 

Muscle  Shoals,  bridge  at  16 

Musical  instruments,  exhibition  of  in  France  89 


N. 

Names,  number  of  certain  in  the  New  York  direc- 
tory 48;  singular  firm  112 

Nantucket,  effects  of  the  storm  at  368;  marine,  see 
sheep. 

Naples,  Russian  views  on  271-5 

Napoleon,  horse  rude  by,  at  Waterloo  64;  music  and 
96;  claim  of  Jerome  and  Joseph  as  heirs,  for  pay  due 
to,  on  his  return  from  Egypt  103;  the  heirs  of,  non-suit- 
ed 160 

Natchez — yellow  fever  at  49, 137;  extensive  fire  6th 
September  69;  incendiary  attempt  144;  fire  at  167;  use 
of  loafers  at  202,  number  of  deaths  at  304;  another  fire 
320;  deaths  by  the  fever  432 

National  courtesy — correspondence  on  presentation 
by  the  medical  department  of  the  British  army,  of  a va- 
luable statistical  publication,  to  the  surgeon  general  U. 
States  72 

National  theatre  at  New  York,  burnt  69 

Naval  affairs — death  of  corn.  D.  Patterson,  gene- 
ral orders  1,  2:  death  of  com.  W.  E.  McKinney  2: 
relative  to  the  loss  of  the  Hornet  2:  exploring  expedi- 
tion 2:  East  India  squadron  2:  captain  Bolton  assumes 
command  of  the  Brandywine  16:  court  martial  at  Pen- 
sacola 16:  commodore  Ridgely  a member  of  the  yatclr 
club  16:  home  squadron  recommended  17:  manoeuvre  of 
Keeney,  the  pilot,  24:  Unfit  boat  abandoned  32:  report 
of  court  of  enquiry  in  the  case  of  commodore  Elliott 
handed  in  33,  93:  dispute  between  commodore  Huff 
and  the  British  admiral  at  Naples  respecting  rank  36: 
naval  intelligence  43:  operations  at  the  navy  yard, 
Philadelphia  4S:  age  ol  navy  officers  48:  reported  change 
in  command  of  navy  yard  at  Washington  and  in  navy 
board  64;  orders  to  fit  out  frigate  United  States  ami 
sloop  ol  war  Marion  at  Charleston  64;  punishment  of 
a marine  64;  dimensions  of  the  war  steamer  building 
at  Brooklyn  63;  notice  of  the  late  commodore  Patterson 
71;  intelligence  ol  the  Lexington  and  Falmouth  80;  in- 
formation from  the  Columbia  frigate  and  John  Adams 
corvette  82;  drawings  for  steam  vessels  of  war,  &c.  by 
captain  Stockton  98;  the'Constitution  and  Brandywine 
reported  112;  see  exploring  expedition:  grog  dispensed 
with  in  the  Texan  navy  16;  tobacco  and  rum  for  the 
British  navy  16;  two  Russian  ships  of  the  line  and 
two  frigates  lost  in  a storm  53;  British  naval  contracts 
64;  dimensions  of  the  Syclops  steam  frigate  80;  rela- 
tive to  the  use  of  mortar  cannon  on  board  of  steam  fri- 
gates 87;  sloop  of  war  Dade,  launched  128;  compara-. 
five  force  of  the  French  and  English  navy  131;  various 
items  from  squadron,  &c.  apprehension  of  the  loss  of  the 
Sea  Gull,  list  oi  lier  officers  133;  sloop  of  war  to  be  or- 
dered to  the  coast  of  Africa  144;  the  Fairfield  loses 
two  men  in  a gale  at  Buenos  Ayres  150;  sword  worn 
by  commodore  Dale  166;  various  items,  lieutenant 
colonel  Brown  of  marine  corps  suspended,  lieutenant 
A.  C.  Maury  acquitted,  the  United  States  ship  North 
Carolina,  forests  for  the  navy  179;  the  Levant  192; 
navy  orders,  items,  steam  ship  Fulton,  transportation 
proposals,  sloops  of  war  Erie  and  Levant,  Marion,  Ot- 
sego, death  of  purser  Slacurn,  the  Ontario’s  cruise  195, 
the  Vandalia  cruise  and  officers,  letter  from  the  ex- 
ploring expedition,  correspondence  relative  to  engines 
for  the  steam  ships  at  Philadelphia  196;  frigate  United 
Slates,  Fulion,  Marion,  Brazil  squadron,  marine  corps 
210;  new  frigate  at  Philadelphia  211;  navy  orders, 
vessels  reported,  Mediterranean,  Brazilian  and  West 
India  squadrons,  Levant  and  Erie,  comniodoie  Ridgely, 
items  226;  commodore  Elliott,  court  martial,  cruise  of 
the  Poinsett  steamboat  241;  appointments,  order  of  Nov. 
27,  sloop  of  war  Dale,  schooner  Flirt,  letter  from  an 
officer  of  the  exploring  expedition  258;  Ontario  272; 
editorial  notice  of  a court  martial  276;  official  letter  of 
commendation  to  lieutenant  T.  T.  Craven,  compli- 
ment  to  commodore  Ridgely  276;  testimony  ot  those 
who  were  enemies  277;  packets  vs.  Irigates  ib.;  refe- 
rence to,  in  the  president’s  message  231;  rumor  of 
court  martial  contradicted,  frigate  United  States  unsen- 
worthy, Dolphin  233;  Poinsett  ib.:  hills  relative  to  the 
299;  enlisting  seamen  for  the  Texan  304;  Dolphin  320; 
report  of  the  ships  in  commission  and  their  stations 
322;  annual  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  330;  Dr. 
Williamson  335;  report  of  the  secretary,  a plan  for  re- 
organization of  the  department  343;  annual  report  of 
the,  of  France  352;  life  boat  on  board  tile  frigate  [Jni'.  d 
States  352;  report  ol  appropriations  for  1839,  364; 
mourning  ordered  for  commodore  Chauncey,  letter 
from  tlie  commander  of  the  exploring  expedition  373  4; 
exploring  squadron  bearing  south  400;  frigate  United 
Stales  arrives  at  Norfolk,  the  Potomac,  commode: o 
Warrington,  Yorktow'n  419 

Navigation  by  steam  in  wood  or  iron  ship's  19 

Navigation,  underwri'ers’  notice  to  ship  owners  152; 
the  British  American  ship  United  Kingdom  221 
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Naylor,  Mr.  his  seat  claimed  by  Mr.  IngersoH  227; 
qualifies  241;  challenge  _ 243 

Nelson,  monumental  columns  to,  in  London  160 
Netherlands , treaty  with,  (president’s  message)  280 
Newark,  New  Jersey,  property  destroyed  by  fire 
at  192 

New  Brunswick,  legislature  summoned  64;  their 
meeting  67 

Newburyport,  storm  at  276 

New  England,  crops  in  66 

New  Hampshire — wheat  crop  of  134;  whig  delegates 
to  the  Harrisburg  convention  166 

New  Jersey — result  of  the  election  117;  list  of  mem- 
bers elected,  state  of  parties,  legislature  meet  136;  offi- 
cers chosen,  &c.  152;  extract  from  governor  Penning- 
ton’s message  152-3;  property  destroyed  by  fire  at  New- 
ark 192;  governor  Pennington’s  message,  legislature 
adjourn  199,  213;  appointments,  the  popular  vote  of, 
theological  seminary  at  New  Brunswick  213;  the  clerk 
refuses  to  call  representatives  of,  to  qualify  227;  pro- 
ceedings thereon  ib.,  238;  decision  against  allowing  the 
whig  claimants  to  vote  for  speaker  241;  discussion  244 
to  249,  259,  271;  the  house  decide  that  the  claimants 
shall  not  qualify  247;  protest  263;  the  members  demand 
their  vote  for  speaker  266;  and  are  refused  ib.:  demand 
to  be  sworn  267,  263;  Mr.  Evan’s  resolution  to  admit, 
negatived  284;  Mr.  Duncan’s  resolution  to  admit  the 
administration  claimants  302;  proceedings  thereon  ib.: 
303;  items  31S,  333,  334;  Mr.  Bell’s  resolution  319;  de- 
bate ib..-  remonstrance  of  the  whig  representatives  345; 
cotrespondence  of  the  governor  with  the  speaker  of  the 
house  of  representatives  389 

New  Orleans — yellow  fever  at  5,  32,  33,  49,  65,  80,  SI; 
fire  16;  life  in  24;  estimate  of  loss  on  cotton  at  43;  arrival 
of  specie  at  96;  bank  robbery,  assistance  to  Mobile 
sufferers,  deaths  and  sickness  137,  154;  suspension  of 
specie  payments  156;  decline  of  trade  ib.;  statements 
of  the  banks  of  195;  return  of  thousands  to  256;  Catho- 
lic fair  336;  sheriffs  office  336;  general  Jackson’s  visit 
363,  334;  exchange  burnt  432 

Ne to  York,  city — value  of  the  property  of  the  corpora- 
tion 4;  humane  criminal  institute  15;  arrivals  at  32; 
banks  and  stock  exchange  of  65;  a theatre  and  three 
churches  burnt  69;  collector  Hoyt,  his  profit  this  year 
estimated  96;  number  of  certain  names  in  the  directory 
of  48;  columns  for  the  exchange  64;  calamitous  fire  5 h 
October  103;  loss  of  insurance  companies  thereby  104; 
estimate  of  ioss  by  the  fire  112;  number  of  deaths  at  112; 
number  of  inquests  112;  money  market  116;  banks  of, 
sustain  specie  payments  117;  the  Wool  Grower’s  bank 
suspends  119,  134;  movement  of  the  banks  relative  to 
suspending  specie  payments  121,  122;  grand  military 
review  144;  deaths  ib.:  nominations  for  the  legislature 
151;  bank  resolutions  160;  duties  collected  at  166; 
incendiarism  179;  replies  of  the  banks  as  to  suspend- 
ing 179:  value  of  property  destroyed  by  fire  at  192; 
election  returns  198;  tremendous  crash,  whig  state 
convention,  delegates  to  the  national  convention,  &c. 
199;  price  of  fuel  203;  issue  of  bonds  by  the  corpora- 
tion 243;  arrivals  of  flour  272;  fire  ib.:  storm  276;  num- 
ber of  emigrants  that  have  landed  at  337;  destructive 
fire  356;  expenditures  and  finances  of  3GS;  business 
of  the  banks  of  400;  default  in  the  Manhattan  bank, 
bank  resolution  ib:  loss  of  by  fires  400;  operations  of 
the  banks  of,  reduced  ten  millions  ib.:  business  con- 
cerns 416 

New  York,  slate — security  banks  of  12;  correspon- 
dence of  governor  Seward  with  the  Catholics  of  Gg- 
densburg-25;  proposal  to  change  the  name  of.  to  Onta- 
rio 32;  proceedings  of  the  safety  fund  banking  con- 
vention 33;  canal  tolls  of,  from  1835  to  1839  40;  go- 
vernor Seward’s  letter  on  internal  improvements,  rail 
roads,  &c.  88;  thanksgiving  in,  reduction  of  canal 
estimates,  tolls,  new  banks,  flour  and  wheat,  Erie 
enlargement  loan  134;  democratic  republican  whig- 
state  convention  at  Utica,  Mr.  Tallmadge’s  resolution 
relative  to  banks,  circular  respecting  acceptances  135; 
relative  to  the  banking  laws  of  139;  monitory  affairs 
141,  144;  prison  returns,  Sing  Sing  152;  university, 
notice  to  ship  owners,  amalgamation  ib.:  counterfeit 
notes,  packet  ship  Patrick  Henry,  banks  maintain  pay- 
ments 152;  circular  of  the  safety  fund  banks  160; 
election  returns  166;  trade  with  the  west,  receipts  of 
wheat,  laws  on  hanking,  safety  fund  act  136;  the 
general  banking  laws  of,  pronounced  unconstitutional 
176;  election  179;  result  180;  address  of  the  conserva- 
tive convention  of  187;  election  returns  193;  Mr.  Tall- 
madge,  wheat  and  flour,  flour  at  Black  Rock  ib.: 
banks  in  Buffalo,  Arkansas  stocks  advertised,  flour 
and  wheat  on  the  Hudson  canal,  navigation  intercepted 
113;  affairs  of  the  patroons  242;  vote  of,  in  1838  and 
1939  243;  canal  navigation  resumed  256;  temperance 
statistics  256;  movement  in  Virginia  relative  to  a fuga- 
tive  in  272;  change  of  constitution  as  toelecling  mayor, 
&,c.  238;  canal  tolls  320;  classification  of  senators;  le- 
gislative proceedings  322;  governor  Seward’s  annual 
message  323;  Nathaniel  P.  Tallmadge  re-elected  Unit- 
ed States  senator  336;  Syracuse  and  Utica  rail  road 
336;  legislature  meet  356;  earthquake  363;  comptrollers 
report  on  the  operations  of  the  general  banking  law 
374;  a vindication  of  the  public  faith  of,  &,c.  in  reply 
to  tbs  calumnies  of  the  London  Times  391-2-3-4  5; 
report  of  the  commissioners  ths  on  safety  fund  batiks 
492;  all  mayors  of  cities  in,  hereafter  to  be  elected  by 
the  people  annually  419;  repot  t of  arms,  non-improve- 
ment act,  disapprove  of  the  sub-treasury  bill,  acknow- 
ledgments oPdeeds  419 

Newspapers,  trial  for  selling  on  Sunday  37 

Niagra  falls’  7 

Nicholas,  Mr.  317,  379,  380,  397.  427 


Nigrclia — (Soudan),  Egyptian  expedition  to  148, 149 
Niles,  William  Ogden,  his  valadictory  address  to  the 
subscribers  to  the  Register  114 

Norfolk — fire  at  144 

North  Carolina  (U.  S.  ship)  article  respecting  the  179 
North  Carolina — Wilmington  and  Raleigh  rail  road 

215 

North  Point,  preparation  to  celebrate  the  battle  of 
22;  ceremony  of  laying  the  corner  stone  of  the  monu- 
ment 33,  58;  general  B.  C.  Howard’s  address  on  the  oc- 
casion 59 

Norvell,  Mr.  227,  259,  29S,  299,  317;  boundary  ques- 
tion 332,  364,  397,  39S,  413,  427 

Norway,  emigrants  from,  to  Wisconsin  304 

Nova  Scotia,  inquiry  respecting  seizure  of  fisher- 
men 133 

Nunnery,  see  Catholics. 

O. 

Oats,  transformation  of,  into  rye  221 

O’Connell,  Daniel  gives  notice  in  parliament  of  in- 
tention to  move  to  obtain  an  asylum  or  free  state  on  the 
north  frontier  of  Mexico  for  persons  of  color  80 


Ogle,  Mr. 


399 


Ohio — state  of,  rumor  of  a suspension  of  public  works 
of  16;  disgraceful  riot  at  Marion,  concerning  a supposed 
slave  41;  election  returns  118,  138;  extent,  progress  of, 
canal  tolls  133;  banks  suspended,  &c.  trial  for  murder 
167;  banks,  products,  deep  well,  distances  of  towns 
and  villages,  and  population  on  the  national  road,  in- 
stitution for  the  blind  1S2;  banks  of,  resuming  specie 
payments  192:  various  items,  list  of  members  of  the 
legislature  294;  canal  tolls  216;  legislature  meet,  banks 
resume  243;  abstract  of  the  governor’s  message  278; 
bank  capital,  &c.  public  works,  revenue  tolls,  schools, 
penitentiary,  state  debt  311:  legislation  on  banks,  &c. 
323;  administration  convention,  nomination  336,  368; 
public  instruction  convention,  nomination  336,  363, 
usury  bill  ib.:  public  debt  and  finances  of  357;  census 
of  368;  legislation  on  banks,  bank  reform,  first  annual 
report  of  the  bank  commissioners,  resolutions  relative 
to  slavery  and  abolition  378;  whig  state  convention  384; 
legislature  resolve  that  they  have  the  right  to  repeal 
any  act  of  incorporation  385;  public  works,  state  debt, 
ocupation  of  members  of  the  legislature  403;  the  ca- 
nals 416;  fire  at  Springfield  416,  432;  curious  case,  a 
forget:,  not  expelled  420 

Ohio  river  20S,  224,  240,  256,  400 

Ohio,  U.  S.  ship,  reported  179 

Old  members  of  congress  304 

Onondagas — death  of Ondayaka,  chiefofthe  112 

Opium,  a preparation  of  hemp  used  as  a substitute 
for  241;  see  Canton. 

Opthalnria,  prevailing  in  the  Philadelphia  alms  house 

256 

Oregon — -information  from  the  Methodist  minister  at, 
to  2d  March  68;  mission  family  sailed  for  175;  expe- 
dition from  Portland  for  256p  Mr.  Lynn’s  resolutions 
relating  to  259;  petition  of  citizens  of,  for  protection 
333;  on  printing  Mr-  Greenhow’s  report  on,  &c.  397 

Oriental  politics,  speculations  concerning  the  Turkish 
empire  29 

Oriental  literature  320 

Ota  way  Indians — removal  of  22 

Otho,  king  of  Greece,  visits  Prussia  143 

Ottawas— removal  of  the  112 

Oyster  day,  in  Connecticut  213 

Oysters,  imported  from  England  240 


P. 


Packets  vs.  frigates 
Paddy  Scott,  arrested 
Pagentry  of  republics 
Paine,  Thomas,  his  bones 
Palenquo,  ancient  city  of 
Paris,  statistics  of  99;  population  of 
Parliament,  the  queen’s  speech  on  proroguing  53;  ap- 
propriations by  70;  ceremony  of  proroguing  88 

Parmenter,  Mr.  367,  3S3 

Passengers  arrived  at  Baltimore  16 

Passengers  by  the  Great  Western  161 

Path-Finder,  Cooper’s  novel,  noticed  144 

Patigonia,  Dr.  Ducatelin  23 

Patroons,  affairs  of  the,  in  New  York  242 

Patterson,  com.  D.  death  of,  &c.  1;  notice  of  71 
Patterson,  N.  J.  twenty-two  manufactures  at,  sits 


inded 

402 

Paul- Jones,  sword  presented  to 

166 

Paulding,  a new  novel  promised  from 

176 

Pawnee  Indians,  visit  to  the 

124 

Paytel,  executed  in  France 

306 

Peck,  Mr. 

334,  366 

Penitentiary,  of  Tenessee  138;  of  Ohio 

279 

Pennsylvania — loan  4;  internal  improvement  tolls  4; 
extraordinary  disclosure  of  a powder  plot,  said  to  have 
been  connected  with  the  Harrisburg  affair  27;  loan  not 
taken  32;  proceedings  of  the  union  and  harmony  anti- 
Van  Buren  convention  of  46;  mineral  and  agricultural 
resources  of  57;  negotiation  of  the  loan  65;  gov.  Porter 
declines  to  approve  the  act  for  enlarging  tire  Union  ca- 
nal, observed  ms  thereupon  96;  elections,  no'ice  of  117; 
governor  reaches  Philadelphia  1 IS;  gov.  Porter’s  circu- 
lar relatives  to  specie  payments  123;  suits  against  the 
banks,  coal  trade  153;  U.  States  bank  and  166;  meet- 
ing at  York  to  solicit  the  governor  to  convene 
the  legislature,  Mr.  Fritz’  default,  in,  bank  anecdote 
166;  Ivlr.  Fritz  176;  quicksilver  mine  176;  tolls  ib; 
Timothy  Caldwell,  cross  cut  canal,  classification  of 
state  senators,  Gerard  commissioners,  state  tolls,  coal 


trade,  180;  address  of  the  democratic  anti-Van  Buren 
convention  of  190;  special  election  ordered  192-4;  fire  in 
the  Pictou  coal  mines  194;  legislature  assembled,  can- 
didates for  United  States  senator,  bridge  at  Northum- 
berland 199;  governor  Porter’s  letter  to  the  York  com- 
mittee, state  debt,  revenue,  auditor,  express  letter  re- 
specting the  banks,  coal  region,  flour  and  wheat  at 
Philadelphia  200;  Schuylkill  trade,  canal  and  rail  road 
tolls  201;  rumor  of  resumption  by  the  banks  ib.:  go- 
vernor Ritner,  rail  roads,  expunging,  fire  at  Hummels- 
tovvn,  on  the  rail  road,  Harrisburg  and  Pittsburg  rail 
road,  monthly  statement  of  U.  S.  bank,  banks  threa- 
tened, bank  dividends,  pay  of  the  troops,  manufactures 
214;  death  of  Mathias  Mortis  215;  returns  of  special 
election,  governor  Porter’s  proclamation  declaring  in- 
gersoll  elected  to  congress  224;  coal  trade  240;  spe- 
cial election,  duties  at  Philadelphia,  Chambersburg 
jail  empty,  the  secretary  of  state  rejects  bank  checks 
243;  list  of  members  of  the  legislature  311;  Pottsviile 
iron  experiments  313;  toll.320;  meeting  of  the  legislature 
322;  water  drawn  off  of  the  canals  336;  Daniel  Sturgeon 
elected  United  States  senator  336;  lunatic  asylum  bill 
vetoed  ib.:  governor  Porter’s  annual  message  340;  medi- 
cal students  363;  legislation  relative  to  banks  and  specie 
payments,  amount  of  state  debt  and  public  property,  go- 
vernor Porter’s  message  respecting  payments,  the  slate 
loan,  regulation  respecting  slate  petitioners,  Mr.  Pen- 
rose’s tariff  resolution  375;  annual  report  of  the  Philadel- 
phia board  of  trade  376-7;  Mr.  Biddle’s  speech  at  the  an- 
thracite dinner  336:  a vindication  of  the  public  faith 
of’New  York  and  in  rc-ply  to  the  calumny  of  the  Lon- 
don Times  391-2-3-4-5;  state  debt,  resumption  meet- 
ing at  Philadelphia  400;  governor  Porter’s  message  re- 
specting further  deficiencies  402;  legislative  proceed- 
ings thereon  403:  occupations  of  the  members  of  the 
legislature  ib.:  period  of  electing  presidential  electors 
changed  416;  comptroller’s  report  on  l he  banks  413; 
election  224;  contested  seat;  see  Naylor  and  Ingersolh 
iron  rails  432 

Pennington,  governor,  of  New  Jersey,  message  152, 
153;  special  message  339 

Penny  postage  bill  33;  summary  of  the  act  51 

Penrose,  Mr.  resolutions  on  the  tariff  376 

Pensacola — remarkable  health  of  43;  sickness  at  183, 

192 

Pensions,  payment  of,  suspended  150 

Pension,  Mr.  Linn’s  resolution  397 

People  of  color — law  of  Alabama  for  enslaving  such 
of  the  free,  as  shall  remain  in  that  state  64;  O’Connell 
gives  no'ice  of  a motion  in  parliament  to  obtain  an  asy- 
lum or  free  state  on  the  northern  frontier  of  Mexico 
for  80 

Perpetual  motion,  attempted  by  means  of  the  con- 
traction and  expansion  of  mercury  173 

Peru,  intelligence  from  2;  treaty  with  49;  tranquilized 

49;  items  from  118 

Petitions — see  abolition,  and  303 

Petrikin,  Mr.  238,  287,  366,  3S1-2-3,  399,  415,  429, 

430 

Phelps,  Mr.  243,  346-7,  379,  3S0,  397,  428 

Philadelphia — proceedings  of  mechanics  of,  relative 
to  engine  of  steam  frigate  12;  commerce  of  21;  expenses 
in  opening  streets  in  33;  operations  at  the  navy  yard  of 
43;  deaths  64;  extensive  fire  81;  superior  locomotives 
manufactured  at  96;  suspension  of  specie  payments  by 
the  banks  of  97;  disastrous  fire  at,  4th  of  October  102; 
sale  of  cattle  at  112;  colonel  Swift  elected  mayor  of  118; 
drunkenness  153;  publication  of  the  banks  of,  on  sus- 
pending 155;  exports  of  flour  from  176;  value  of  build- 
ings, &.c.  destroyed  by  fire  at  192;  education  conven- 
tion proceedings  194;  statistics  of  the  banks  of  194; 
colonization  meeting,  improvement  of  the  city  200; 
duties  collected  at  243;  cpthalrnia  in  the  almshouse  256; 
tobacco  inspected  at  256;  fraud  of  H.  J.  Levis  in  the 
Schuylkill  bank  257:  ships  loading  at  272;  city  income, 
buildings  288;  capitol  of  the  banks  of  304;  appoint- 
ments 320;  table  of  taxes  levied  annually  since  1826, 
352:  annual  report  of  the  board  of  trade  376;  resump- 
tion meeting  at  400;  official  correspondence  relative 
to  goods  imported  into  New  York  for  41S 

Philosophical  instruments,  exhibition  of,  in  France  89 
Pholographic  plate  172 

Pickens.  Mr.  on  the  New  Jersey  case  264  5,  285; 
printer  236;  China  398-9,  413 

Pictou  coal  mines,  on  fire  194 

Pierce,  Mr.  284,  299,  303,  347,  379,  330  396,  411-13, 

427 

Pierpont,  the  reverend,  recalled  to  Boston  240 

Pirate,  see  Amistad;  capture  of  Lionel  Watson  7;  in 
the  Mediterranean  33 

Pittsburg,  election  of  mayor  352 

Planets,  seen  in  broad  day  light  203 

Plants,  respiration  of  221 

Poisoned,  family  of  Mr.  Gigon  336 

Poland,  in  relation  to  19 

Polk,  James  K.  (governor)  nominated  by  Tennessee 
for  vice-president  150;  notice  of  his  message  to  the  le- 
gislature of  Tennessee  167;  message  203 

Pope,  Mr.  231,  331-2,  415,  429 

Population,  of  Mexico  64;  of  Algiers  80;  see  colored 
population — of  British  India  124;  of  Holland,  Paris, 
London  130;  of  villages  and  towns  in  Ohio  182;  of  the 
city  of  Mexico  224;  of  Tennessee  288;  of  Cincinnati 
304;  of  Ohio  363:  increase  of  in  Texas  416 

Porcelaine,  exhibition  of  90 

Pork,  in  Illinois  96;  market  210,  272;  cost  of 


packing 


320 


Porter,  commodore,  tetter  from,  at  Smyrna  50:  arriva  1 
out  67 


INDEX. 


Xlil 


Porter,  governor  of  Pennsylvania,  circular  of,  relative 
to  banks  123;  indisposed  176;  letter  to  tbe  York  com- 
mittee 200;  recovery  of  208;  proclamation  declaring 
Ingersoll  elected  to  congress  224;  veto  336;  messages 

340,  376,40a 

Porter,  A.  S.  United  States  senator  from  Michigan 

363,  403 

Portsmouth  and  Roanoke  rail  road,  receipts  of  the 

16 

Portugal — affairs  of  39:  the  chevalier  Antonio  Cordido 
de  Faria,  presented  and  received  as  charge  de  affairs 
from  82;  slave  trade,  a declaration  148 

Postage — remarks  in  favor  of  reducing  67;  to  Texas 
151;  memorial  to  congress  for  reduction  of  210;  ships 
and  “liners”  272 

Postage  bill,  the  British  penny  postage  bill  38 

Postmasters,  instructions  to  17 

Postmaster  at  Louisville  320 

Postmaster  general  and  the  rail  road  company  341; 
his  annual  report  342 

Post  notes,  items  176 

Post  office,  a,  burned  192;  reference  to,  in  the  presi- 
dent’s message  231;  the,  budding  320;  the  London  337; 
table  of  the  progress,  receipts,  expenditures,  &c.  of  the 
American  373 

Poulson,  Zachariah,  printer  320 

Poudre  in  the  north  west  35 

Powder  mill  explosion  of,  near  Westfield.  100 

Powder  plot,  see  Pennsylvania. 

Precious  metals,  the  quantity  manufactured  of  192 
Praries  of  Illinois  51 

Prentiss,  S.  S.  accepts  nomination  as  candidate  for 
U.  S.  senator  21;  his  letter  accepting  78 

Prentiss,  Mr.  243,  259;  proposes  a board  of  commis- 
sioners of  claims  259,  284,  293,  299,  317,  347,  364,  380, 

397,  428 

Presidential,  nomination  of  whig  electors  in  Kentuc- 
ky 21;  proceedings  of  the  union  and  harmony  anti-Van 
Buren  state  convention  of  Pennsylvania  46 

President  of  the  United  States — returns  to  the  capi- 
tal IIS;  Tennessee  nominates  M.  Van  Buren  151;  can- 
didate nominated  by  the  abolition  convention  for  240; 
message  anticipated  ib .;  proceedings  of  the  whig  na- 
tional convention  for  nominating  candidate  for  243; 
his  annual  message  279;  delay  in  transmitting  it  289; 
Georgia  legislature  nomination  304;  Alabama  adminis- 
tration nomination  311;  Mr.  Brown’s  proposed  amend- 
ment to  the  constitution,  to  confine  the,  to  a single 
term  318;  the  resolution  of  state  rights  members  of  the 
Georgia  legislature  322;  William  Henry  Harrison 
nominated  as  a candidate  for,  by  the  national  whig 
convention  at  Harrisburg  249;  his  letter  of  accep- 
tance 379 

Press,  circulation  of  the,  of  London  304 

Preston,  col.  his  centenary  subscription  explained  I6i 
Preston,  Mr.  279  317,  318,  333,  364,  379;  inquiry  re- 
specting the  Cumberland  road  380,  397;  on  using 
bloodhounds  398 

Princeton  college,  notice  of  commencement,  and  A. 
O.  Dayton’s  oration  100 

Printer,  proceedings  relative  to  choosing  285,  286, 
287;  debate  respecting  a publication  in  the  Globe  347, 
367;  Mr.  Davis’  resolution  367;  Mr.  Geddings’  resolu- 
tion, Mr.  Graves’  resolution,  debate  330;  election  re- 
sult . 3S1 

Printing,  a new  invention  in  173;  debate  in  congress 
relative  to  contracting  for  the  343-9 

Printing  machine,  a new  invented  312 

Prisoners,  murder  of,  in  Canada,  by  col.  Prince  52 
Proffif,  Mr.  238;  on  reconsidering  Mr.  Wise’s  sub- 
stitute 266, 285;  inquiry  relative  to  using  bloodhounds 
351,  399,  413,  429,  430-1 
Promissory  notes,  decision  relative  to  endorsements 
of  S3 

Protest  of  the  New  Jersey  representatives  263;  pro- 
ceedings relative  to  entering  it  on  the  journal  263 
Protestant  Episcopal  convention  of  Maryland  243 
Providence,  banks  of,  stop  specie  payments  117, 
121:  resume  __  119 

Provisions,  price  of  240 

Provinces,  cost  of  Canada  to  England  32 

Prussia — emigrants  from  128;  relative  to  religious 
publications  in  130;  conflagration  at  Konigsburg  143; 
cholera  at  Pottsdam  ib.:  arrival  of  the  minister  from, 
negotiation  with  165;  emigrants  to  Wisconsin  168; 
insurance  in  432 

Public  faith,  the,  of  New  York  and  Pennsylvania, 
vindicated  from  the  calumnies  of  the  London  Times 

391,  &c. 

Public  lands,  receipts  for,  at  Galena  151;  relative  to 
the  disposition  of  the  165:  sales  169:  proceedings  in  the 
legislature  of  Vermont  relative  to  213:  Mr.  Clay  and 
Mr.  Calhoun  relative  to  the  bill  on  3t)0:  Mr.  Calhoun 
reports  the  bill  316:  debate  thereon  ib.:  Mr.  Clay,  of 
Alabama,  reports  a bill  for  disposing  of  the  317;  out- 
lines of  Mr.  Calhoun’s  bill  33S:  instructions  to  the 
senators  of  Tennessee  to  vote  for  distributing  the  357: 
Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  resolution  relative  to  raising 
the  minimum  price  of  397:  W.  Cost  Johnson’s  resolu- 
tion respecting  the  399:  resolutions  of  Rhode  Island 

412 

Public  store,  the  new,  at  Baltimore  17 

Pumpkin  weighing  213  pounds  240,  272 

♦ Q- 

Quarantine  iaw  a;  Havre  82;  regulations  in  Russia 

, , 130 

Quebec,  darkness  at  number  of  emigrants  this 
year  at  . 64 

Queen  Victona — see  Great  Bru 
Quicksilver  mine  175 


R. 

Rail  roads — receipts  of  the  Portsmouth  and  Roanoke 
16;  in  the  U.  S.  16;  the,  of  Massachusetts  19;  accident 
on,  between  Camden  and  Amboy  41;  locomotive  for 
the  Great  Western  rail  road  51;  magnificent  project  for 
rail  roads  in  Europe  51;  the,  from  Paris  to  Verseillcs 
opened  64;  part  completed  of  the  Mississippi  and  Pearl 
river  rail  road  64;  proceedings  relative  to  the  location  of 
the,  from  Charleston  to  Cincinnati,  part  of  the  route  al- 
ready nearly  completed  67;  religious  instruction  tola- 
borers  constructing  80;  a new  kind  of  railway  80;  gover- 
nor Seward’s  views  on  88;  rails  for  the  Western  rail  road 
(Massachusetts),  arrive  96;  receipts  for  tolls  on  several, 
&c.  99;  new,  proposed  99;  the  western  (Mass),  opened 
128;  items  144;  the,  of  the  U.  S.  165;  progress  of  the  An- 
napolis and  Elkridge  180;  the  Charleston  and  Ham- 
burg 181;  trade  on  the  Pennsylvania  200;  tolls  on  do. 
201;  of  West  Florida  205;  travelling  on  203;  conven- 
tion  in  Pennsylvania  214;  fire  on  the  Harrisburg  and 
Pittsburg  214;  Harper’s  Ferry  and  Williamsport,  215; 
the  Wilmington  and  Raleigh,  215;  exploit  on  the 
Reading  256;  the  Nashville  and  New  Orleans 288;  the 
Boston  and  Portland  336;  performance  of  a locomotive 
336;  the  Syracuse  and  Utica  336;  post  office  smuggling 
on  305,  341;  South  Carolina  356;  the  Georgia  377,  400; 
letter  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  relative  to  iron 
imported  for  401;  rails  for,  cast  in  Pennsylvania  432 
Railway  carriages,  improvement  in  5 

Railways — experiment  of  moving  canal  boats  by  lo- 
comotives on  129;  atmospheric  resistance  on  trains  in 
motion  on  172 

Raleigh — good  health  at  400 

Ramsey,  Mr.  285,  318,  366 

Randolph,  Mr.  231-4, 262;  reads  the  New  Jersey  pro- 
test 263,  302,  319,  333,  382-3-4 

Rank,  dispute  between  com.  Hull  and  the  British  ad- 
miral at  Naples,  respecting  36 

Rariden,  Mr.  381,  430 

Rathbun,  Lyman,  death  of  32 

Rayner,  Mr.  271 

Red  River  raft  137,  319 

Redfield’s  theory  of  storms,  notice  of  100 

Red  River,  health  restored  256 

Reid,  R.  D.  appointed  governor  of  Florida  257 

Reid,  Gen.  duel  with  col.  Allston  372;  appendage  363 
Religious — synod  of  N.  Jersey  met  136;  of  London  146 
Religious  instructions  to  laborers  on  rail  roads  80 

Religious  test  7;  number  of  Bibles  in  the  U.  States  SO 
Reminiscences  of  western  warfare,  capture  of  Vin- 
cennes by  gen.  Clarke  86 

Remonstrance  of  the  New  Jersey  whig  congress- 
men 3-15 

Resignations — Charles  Fenton  Mercer,  representa- 
tive 300;  John  Vaughn,  consulship,  307;  Mr.  Foster,  U. 
S.  senator  from  Tennessee  252;  judge  White,  U.  6. 
senator  from  Tennessee  333 

Respiration  of  plants  221 

Revenue — annual  expense  of  collecting  the  165; 
chancellor  Kent’s  opinion  as  to  following  goods  after 
passing  from  the  custody  of  the  revenue  officer  174; 

item  respecting  goods  in  public  stores  and  the  177 

Revenue  collected  at  Boston  98 

Revolutionary  heroes — death  of  Anthony  Latour  175; 
col.  Joshua  Gist  239;  Adam  Bantz  301 

Revolutionary  incidents — Andre  and  Arnold  239 

Reynolds,  Mr.  414 

Rhett,  Mr.  238,  241-4-8,  257,  264,  271,  367,  414 
Rhode  Island — election  returns  21;  geological  and  ag- 
ricultural survey  of  134;  circular  of  bank  commissioners 
141;  vote  for  congressmen,  report  on  suspension  of  spe- 
cie payments  166;  legislature  adjourns  179;  thanksgiv- 
ing, legislature  adjourn,  banks,  resumption,  centenary 
anniversary  of  Baptist  church,  state  whig  convention 
197;  bank,  statement  of  242;  whig  state  convention  and 
nomination  334;  sub-treasury  resolutions  rejected  400 

Rice,  a cargo  of,  imported  into  Havana  from  Brazil 

16 

Richmond,  Va.  flour  inspected  during  the  year  at  96; 
trade,  &c.  at  180-1 

Ridge,  Cherokee  chief  3, 42 

Ridgely,  com.  Chas.  G.  appointed  to  the  Brazilian 
station,  complimentary  letter  to,  and  reply  276 

Rio  Janiero,  disposition  of,  relative  to  slave  trade  50; 

items 353 

Riots — on  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  37;  at  Ma- 
rion, Ohio  41;  examination  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
canal  rioters  6S 

Ritiier,  gov.  of  Pennsylvania  214 

Rives,  W.  C.  speech  at  Louisa  court  house  92;  con- 
cluded 109 

Rives,  Mr.  227,  319,  333,  413,  415,  430-1 

Roane,  Mr.  • 259,  299, 380 

Robinson,  Mr.  397 

Rocks,  process  of  blowing  by  saw  dust  172 

“Rock  Island,”  Black  Hawk’s  favorite  position,  des- 
cription of  37 

Rock  Island  retained  as  a military  post  333 

Rogers,  the  poet,  honorary  diploma  to  SO 

Rogues,  account  of  a gang  of  English,  in  the  United 
States  30 

Rohen  potatoes  152,  176 

Rothchilds,  arrangement  of  the  U.  S.  band  of  Pa. 
with  the  160 

Ross,  Cherokee  chief  3. 42 

Ruggles,  Mr.  * 284,  346,  413 

Rules,  resolution  to  adopt,  laid  on  the  table  267;  re- 
solution adopted  385, 300 

Russel),  Mr.  399,  413-4,  423-9,  430 


Russia — edict  on  currency  6,  98;  conspiracy  in  the 
army  of,  discovered  53;  victories  in  Circassia  53;  loss  of 
two  ships  of  the  line  and  two  frigates,  in  a storm  on  that 
coast  53;  offer  of  the  emperor  of,  to  purchase  the  Great 
Western  and  British  Queen  steamers  68;  Mr.  Bodisco, 
minister  82;  conspiracy  discovered,  review  at  Borodino 
121,  130,  148;  quarantine  regulations  130,  148;  undula- 
tion or  earthquake  at,  Fedorowka,  rebuilding  of  the 
Kremlin,  Jews  in  148;  J.  A.  Dallas,  our  minister  to, 
reaches  home  176;  illness  of  the  empress,  anecdote  on 
the  marriage  of  the  hereditary  grand  duke  of210;  emi- 
gration from,  to  Wisconsin  272;  ports  opened  for 
wheat  and  flour  272;  the  emperor  and  the  Napoleonites 
274;  Circassia  and  290;  extent  of  the  empire  320;  ill- 
ness of  the  emperor,  difference  with  Khieva  or  Chiva, 
and  expedition  417 

Rye,  oats  transformed  into  221 

S. 

Safety  fund  banking  convention,  proceedings  of  33 
Sailors,  Bibles  among  34 

Sailors  Magazine  34 

Salaries  at  Galveston  S6 

Salem,  storm  at  276 

Saltonstall,  Mr.  285 

Salt,  resolutions  relative  to  the  taxon  217 

Sandwich  Islands,  culture  of  silk  at  149;  lung  Charles’ 
patent  decree  149 

Sandusky,  anniversary  of  the  defence  of  22 

Santa  Fee,  traders  to  118,  133;  arrival  from  217 

Sanlurio,  a singular  veteran  residing  near  St.  Louis 

63 

Sardinia — treaty  with  6;  commercial  relations  with 
165;  treaty  with,  president’s  message  respecting  the  230 
Sarcophagus,  correspondence  of  com.  Elliott  with  the 
building  committee  of  Girard  college  32’ 

Saturn  discovered  to  have  three  rings  320 

Savannah — fever  at  137 

Schools,  number  of  scholars  in,  estimated  133;  school 
fund  for  in  Tennessee  167;  of  Kentucky  181;  an  agri- 
cultural 288 

Schuylkill  banks — see  banks. 

Scotland — capital  invested  in  steamboats  in  304 

Scott,  tnaj.  gen.  hero  of  Chippewa  83;  army  move- 
ments of  195, 241 

Sea  Gull,  U.  S.  ship,  see  exploring  expedition;  and  112; 
apprehensions  of  the  loss  of  the  133;  list  of  her  officers 

134 

Seamen,  enlisting  for  the  Texan  navy  304;  good 
wages  304;  the  number  of,  registered  352 

Sea  serpent,  seen  35;  items  192 

Secretary  of  state,  recovery  of  the  17;  excursion  of  in 
Boston  harbor  65 

Secretary  of  the  senate,  Mr.  Dickens  elected  244 

Secretary  of  the  treasury,  report  of  the,  communicat- 
ed 287;  his  annual  report  293  to  8;  report  of  the  prices 
of  stocks,  &c.  332;  reports  of  receipts  and  expenditures 
334;  respecting  importation  of  iron  401;  report  of  re- 
turned 237;  the  report  293;  reports  of  299,  347 

Secretary  of  the  navy,  annual  report  330;  plan  for  a 
reorganization  of  the  department  343;  report  of  appro- 
priations 364 

Secretary  of  slate,  report  of  the  number  of  clerks, 
&c.  332 

Secretary  of  war,  visit  of  the  military  academy,  &c. 
125;  annual  report  313;  his  report  on  the  propriety  of 
superanuating  army  officers  355;  on  the  Cumberland 
road  364 

Sedgwick,  Theodore,  death  of  179 

Seminole  war — see  Florida. 

Senate  of  United  States,  S.  S.  Prentiss  accepts  the 
nomination  as  a candidate  for  the,  in  Mississippi  21,  78; 
respecting  the,  of  Tennessee  22;  of  the  26th  congress, 
assemble  and  organize  226 

Senators,  classification  of  the  Pennsylvania  under 
the  new  constitution  180;  resolutions  instructing  the  U. 
States  by  Tennessee  legislature  203;  list  of  the  211;  Mr. 
Foster’s  letter  on  resigning  as  United  States  from  Ten- 
nessee under  instructions  252;  N.  P.  Tallmadge  elected 
from  N.  York,  D.  Sturgeon  elected  from  Pennsylvania 
336;  balloting  for  a,  in  Virginia  377;  A.  Anderson  elect- 
ed from  Tennessee  400;  Aug.  A.  Porter  elected  a,  from 
Michigan  403 

Seneca  Indians,  removal  of  22 

Sergeant-at-arms,  Mr.  Haight  elected  by  the  senate 
244;  Roderick  Dorsey  by  the  house  285 

Sergeant,  Mr.  on  the  New  Jersey  question  230, 268-9, 
302-3,  365-6,  414,  429,  430 
Sevier,  Mr.  259,  299,  333,  347,  364,  397,  427 

Seward,  gov.  correspondence  with  the  Catholics  of 
Ogdensburg  25;  letter  in  reply  to  an  invitation  to  dinner 
at  Bath,  giving  his  views  on  internal  improvement,  the 
Erie  rail  road,  &c.  88 

Shephard,  Mr.  Charles  271 

Sheriff',  of  New  Orleans,  profitable  office  33G 

Shippers,  see  commercial;  and  112 

Shipping,  number  of  vessels  built  in  Maine  last  year 

112 

Shipwrecks,  brig  Tilton  32;  schooner  Groton  56;  four 
Russian  men-of-war  on  the  coast  of  Circassia  53 
Shipwreck,  the  Cadwallader  of  St.  Andrews  119; 
the  Eagle  ib.;  French  ship  of  war  Active  130,  144;  the 
ship  Equator  160;  ship  Orinoco  160;  the  Two  Part- 
ners ib.;  at  Chicago  217;  brig  Neptune  on  the  lake  272, 
336;  on  the  eastern  coast  320;  brig  Herald  36S 

Shoes,  shipment  and  arrival  of  16 

Siamese  twins,  farming  in  North  Carolina  192 
Sicilies,  the  ehavalier  de  Martuscelli  consul  gene- 
ral of  recognised  194 
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Silk — national  convention  of  the  growers  of  133, 225; 
culture  in  Maine  134;  at  the  Sandwich  Islands  149; 
compliment  to  Gideon  B.  Smith  175,240;  product  on 
the  Beaver  304;  items  respecting  the  culture  of  203;  pe- 
titions for  protection  346 

Simpson,  Thomas,  discoveries  of,  on  the  northern 
coast  of  America  96 

Sioux,  see  Indians. 

Sing  Sing  prison,  returns  152 

Slatle,  Mr.  229,  230-1-2,  264,  237,  350 

Slave  trade  48;  captain  of  a slaver  Swartwouted  48; 
the  schooner  Euphrates  captured  by  the  British,  sent  to 
America  to  be  tried  as  a slaver  84;  letter  from  gov.  Bu- 
chanan relative  to  the  197 

Slave  trade — suspension  bill,  passed  by  the  British 
parliament,  protest  against  45;  disposition  of  Rio  rela- 
tive to  50 

Slaves — see  Amistad-,  law  passed  in  Alabama  to  en- 
slave all  §uch  free  persons  of  color  as  shall  remain  in 
that  state 64;  law  case,  case  of  Fanny  Burke,  a fugadve, 
judge  Porter’s  decision  157-8-9:  the  new  constitution  of 
Mississippi  prohibits  the  introduction  of,  as  merchan- 
dise 363;  final  payment  of  the  American  claims  on 
England  for  the,  liberated  at  Nassau  373,  389 

Slavers — the  schooner  Catharine  of  Baltimore,  arrive 
at  New  York  119;  notice  123;  a Portuguese  143;  traffic 
under  the  American  ling  149;  British  slavers,  Portu- 
guese ib.:  case  of  the  schooner  Catharine  159;  the 
Two  Friends  formerly  the  Gdbert  of  Baltimore  cap- 
tain Durkee,  seized  176;  the  brig  Eagle  sails  with  the 
Andromache  and  Buzzard,  the  Hound,  the  Union  192; 
items  respecting  20S;  the  Two  Friends,  detained  at 
Santa  Cruiz  as,  notice  of  such  detention  210;  case 
of  the  Butterfly  223;  jhe  schooner  Ann  seized  272;  nu- 
merous on  the  coast  of  Africa,  schooner  My  Boy,  &c. 
353;  Portuguese  brig  Ulysas  3S6 

Slavery — see  abolition ; Bolivar’s  method  whereby  it 
was  abolished  in  Columbia  352;  resolutions  relative  to, 
adopted  by  Ohio  legislature  378 

Sloop  of  war,  the  Dale,  launched  128 

Small  pox,  prevailing  in  Maine  96 

Small  pox,  in  Boston  240,  304 

Smith,  Gideon  B.  service  of  plate  presented  to  175 
Smith,  Mr.  of  Maine,  challenge  24S,  236-7,  333-4, 

415 

Smith,  Mr.  of  Connecticut  259,415;  contract  for  sta- 
tionary, &c-  431 

Smith,  Mr.  of  Indiana  284,  299;  on  the  sub-treasury 
bill  363,  379,  397-8 

Smithsonian  bequest,  notice  by  J.  Q.  Adams  300; 
bill  reported  and  referred  302;  outlines  of  the  bill  333 
Smuggling,  seizure  of  goods  for  21;  at  Cincinnati  80; 
the  importers  of,  demand  appraisers  under  the  act  of 
1799,83;  notice  respecting  the  seizures  83 

Smyrna,  arrival  of  com.  Porter  at  67 

Snow,  Mr.  American  consul  at  Canton,  which  see. 
Snow  320 

Soult,  marshal,  in  relation  to  Belgium,  Poland,  Tunis 
and  Mexico  18 

Southard,  Samuel  L.  accepts  invitation  to  lecture, 
&c.  123,  299,  379,  412 

South  America — afifairs  of,  treaty  with  Peru,  Peru 
tranquilized  49 

South  Carolina — state  census  of  34;  death  of  general 
Hayne  of  80;  candidates  for  congress  in  117;  sink- 
ing fund  proposed,  rail  roads,  health  of  Charleston, 
South  Carolina,  frost  137;  death  of  judge  Lee,  of  T. 
Dugan  153:  the  bank  at  Charleston,  Charleston  and 
Hamburg  rail  road,  new  route  to  N.  Orleans  131;  Butler 
elected  to  congress,  crops,  agricultural  convention, 
banks  of  Charleston,  circular  201;  legislature  meet,  go- 
vernor’s message,  finances,  banks  243;  agricultural  con- 
vention sickness  at  Charleston  233;  legislature  adjourn- 
ed 311;  results  of  the  session  322;  condition  of  the  banns 
302;  assistance  to  rail  road  company  356 

Southern,  afflictions  of  the  season  192 

Spain — see  Amislad,  a schooner,  arrival  of  the  mi- 
nister from  17;  affairs  of  39;  demand  of  the  minister  of, 
for  the  schooner  Amistad  and  the  Africans  taken  on 
board  4S;  general  O’Donnell  victorious  in  Valentia,  ru- 
mors that  Don  Carlos  is  taken  prisoner  54;  Don  Angel 
Caldoron  de  la  Barca,  representative  of,  takes  leave  of 
the  president,  and  Don  Pedro  de  Alcantara  Argais  pre- 
sented as  minister  plenipotentiary  from  her  Catholic  ma- 
jesty 82;  important  movements,  Don  Carlos  returns  to 
France,  supposed  termination  of  the  civil  war  120;  fur- 
ther particulars  thereof  130  1;  public  debt  of  148;  re- 
joicing in,  military  movements  164;  Methodists  prohi- 
bited in  176;  major  Eaton  American  minister  expresses 
the  congratulations  of  the  corps  diplomatic  to  the  queen 
177;  reply  ib.:  difficulties  yet  in  275;  dissolution  of  the 
cortes,  &c.  289;  ministers  in  majority,  count  d’Espagne 
still  alive  306;  ministers  dismissed,  Cabrera,  gale  at 
Bercelona  353 

Speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives — see  ’con- 
gress— proposition  to  go  into  election  of  a 266;  the  bal- 
loting, R.  M.  T.  Hunter  elected,  his  address  ib.:  on  a 
letter  from  New  Jersey  332-3;  the  correspondence  389 
Speakers  of  the  house  of  representatives  since  1789 

419 

Special  verdict  207 

Specie — arrival  of  in  England  48;  shipped  for  New 
York  from  Missouri  65;  imports  and  exports  of,  from 
1821  to  1833  69;  estimates  in  regard  to  70;  quantity  in 
the  banks  ib.;  arrival  of,  at  New  Orleans  96;  suspen- 
sion of  payments  of,  by  the  banks  of  Philadelphia  97; 
the  banks  of  the  states  of  N.  York  and  Bdston  sustain 


payments  of,  of  Providence  suspend  117:  sensible  re- 
marks respecting  118:  suspensions  of,  at  Philadelphia 
and  south  and  west  thereof  121:  affairs  of  United  States 
bank  of  Pennsylvania,  money  pressure  in  New  York, 
general  state  of  money  affairs  139,  140-1-2-3:  exports 
and  imports  of,  allowances  of  discounts, suspension  at 
New  Orleans  154:  Tennessee  ib.:  report  on  the  suspen- 
sion of  payments  in  R.  Island  166:  interesting  article 
relative  to  payments  of  169:  items  176:  reported  de- 
mand of  New  Yorker’s  on  Georgian’s  for  181:  items 
192:  at  low  ebb  in  the  bank  of  England  193:  returns 
of,  in  the  Boston  banks  213,  table  of  imports  and  ex- 
ports of  219:  items  224, 240,  256:  Mr.  Benton’s  bill  for 
report  of  the  import  and  export  of  258:  items  288.  ship- 
ped per  the  steamer  Liverpool  304;  the  London  mar- 
kets for,  somewhat  relieved  369 

Sperm  oil,  items  175 

Spence,  Mr.  227 

Sport,  fishing  at  Cape  Cod  64;  squirrelling  64 

Stage  owners,  liability  of  28 

Standing  committees  of  the  senate  259:  of  the  house 

301 

Stanhope,  Lady  Hester,  death  and  notice  of  239 

Stanley,  Mr.  236,  244,  271,  285,  300,  334,  349,  367, 

398 

Starkweather,  Mr.  333 

States  of  the  union — items  respecting  the  several,  are 
generally  geographically  arranged  in  each  number — 
debts  of  the  several  4;  protest  against  Florida  being 
constituted  a single  state  40;  relative  to  stocks  issued 
by  the  several  177,  193-4:  Mr.  Benton’s  resolution  re- 
lative to  the  debts  of  the  299:  debts  of  the  304:  Mr. 
Lumpkin’s  resolution  317:  Mr.  Grundy’s  report  on  the 
debts  of  the  407 

Statistics,  of  Paris  99;  of  “luxuries”  from  Alcot’s  li- 
brary of  health  108 

Stationary,  &c.  resolutions  respecting  the  contract  for, 
&c.  431 

Statistics,  of  Tennessee  288 

Steam,  progress  of  5;  navigation  by,  in  wood  and 
iron  ships  19:  communication  between  England,  Ame- 
rica and  West  Indies  38 

Steamboats — fever  on  board  the  Corsican.  128:  the 
Waterloo  (British),  burnt  ib.:  Liverpool  144:  the  Galla- 
tin snagged  ib.:  various  items  176:  iron  boats  compared 
with  wooden  220:  another  new  invention  in  221:  acci- 
dents 224:  the  British  Queen  240:  the  Wilmington 
burnt  ib  : the  Poinsett,  cruise  241, 288:  items  256;  the  iron 
boat  Valley  Forge  256,  288,  320:  fined  304:  capital  in- 
vested in,  in  Scotland  304:  message  from  the  president 
in  relation  to  employing,  in  the  revenue  services  317: 
destruction  of  the  Lexington  336:  the  Belle,  of  Missouri, 
burnt  336:  the  Somerville  snagged 400:  communication 
from  the  board  of  trade  of  Great  Britain,  respecting 
accident  to  411:  number  of  in  the  United  States  432;  de- 
cision on  detaining  passengers  for  fair  in  368:  Mr. 
Webster’s  resolutions  respecting  3S0 

Steamers — number  of  on  the  Hudson  16:  Fitch,  the 
inventor  of  24:  number  of,  lost  on  the  western  waters 
32:  French  34:  race  of  the  Great  Western  and  British 
Queen  38:  loss  of  the  Great  Western  on  Lake  Erie  41: 
list  of  that  will  be  in  operation  in  1841,  51:  speed  of 
the  Rochester  64:  a miniture  boat  afloat  ib.:  iron  ships 
ib.:  application  for  a figure  head  for  the  British  Queen 
ib.:  dimensions  of  the  war  ship  building  at  Brooklyn 
68:  offer  of  the  emperor  of  Russia  to  purchase  the 
Great  Western  and  British  Queen  ib.:  British  experi- 
ment in  rapid  building  of  SO:  dimensionsof  the  Syelops 
steam  frigate  ib.:  frame  of  an  iron,  arrives  at  Mobile 
ib.:  company  formed  in  London  to  open  communica- 
tion from  thence  by  way  of  the  isthmus  of  Darian,  with 
the  Pacific  and  East  Indies  82:  dimensions  of  the 
steam  frigate  building  at  Philadelphia  84:  notice  of  the 
one  at  New  York  ib.:  extract  from  the  Foreign  Quar- 
terly Review  relative  to  the  use  of  mortar  cannon  on 
board  of  67:  Harris’ invention  of  paddles  for  98:  capt. 
Stockton’s  drawings  for,  of  war,  Sec.  ib.:  iron  versus 
timber  steamers  99:  distraction  of  Waterloo  steamer  by 
fire  112:  explosion  of  the  boilers  of  the  Adventure  on  the 
Arkansas  112 

Steam  frigate,  proceedings  of  mechanics  of  Philadel- 
phia, relative  to  the^ngineof  a 12;  the  Fulton  196:  cor- 
respondence relative  to  the  machinery  of  the,  at  Phila- 
delphia 196 

Steam  ships  and  “liners’’  272 

Steam  ship  President  320 

Stephens,  Mr.  our  charge  at  Guatemala  337 

Stevenson,  Mr.  minister  at  London  193 

St.  Augustine,  protest  of  citizens  of  40;  sickness  and 
deaths  at  224 

St.  Johns,  fire  at  16:  contributions  to  the  sufferers 
from  Eastport  • 20 

St.  Louis,-  wirebridge  proposed  at  16:  fire  and  loss  of 
life  at  34;  appropriation  of  the  city  for  a survey  for  that 
object  80;  disturbance  at,  respecting  banks  224;  com- 
merce of  400:  earthquake  416 

St.  Vincent,  information  from  26 

Slocks — relative  to,  issued  by  several  states  177, 193: 
amount  of,  issued  by  the  several  states,  amount  expend- 
ed, and  amount  now  on  sale  194:  Maryland  bonds  215: 
Arkansas  advertised  at  New  York  216:  market  240, 
242,  256,  272:  Mr.  Webster’s  correspondence  with  the 
Barrings  respecting  the,  of  the  stales  273:  items  238: 
the  prices  of,  reported  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
332:  Maryland,  improving  • 416 

Stock  of  the  state  of  Maryland  at  auction  81 

Stock  exchange  at  New  York  5B 


Stockton,  capt.  drawing  for  steam  vessels  of  war  .by 

93 

Storm — on  the  coast  2d  September  21:  gallant  con- 
duct in  a 35:  course  of  northeast  gales  36:  four  Russian 
ships  of  war  lost  on  the  coast  of  Circassia  53:  see  ship- 
wrecks: relative  to  Redlield’s  theory  of  100;  professors 
Espy  and  Olmsted  discussing  240,  304;  the,  of  the  loth 
December  276:  27th  December  289,  330:  in  the  Medi- 
terranean 353:  at  Nantucket  , 368 

Strange,  Mr.  243,  3^3,  346-7, 428 

Stuart,  Mr.  431 

Sturgeon,  Mr.  elected  senator  from  Pennsylvania 
336,  364,  397,  413,  428 
Styron,  Amasa,  gallant  conduct  of  35 

Sub-treasury,  the  original  proposition  of  a 108 

Sub-treasury — professor  Dew  on  the  218:  Mr.  Wright 
announces  that  he  will  bring  forward  the  bill  for  a 259, 
272:  recommended  in  the  president’s  message  288:  bill 
reported  by  Mr.  Wright  317:  debated  333:  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  specie  clause  346:  yeas  and  nays  on  Mr. 
Benton’s  motion  to  strike  out  the  clause  authorising 
payment  in  legal  paper  ib.:  Mr.  Walker’s  amendment 
ib.:  yeas  and  nays  on  Mr.  Henderson’s  amendment,  on 
Mr.  Chittenden’s  amendment  347;  debate  347-8;  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  363:  the  bill  as 
passed  by  the  senate  395:  Rhode  Island  legislature 
against  the  400;  speech  of  Henry  Clayon  403:  legis- 
lature of  New  York  passed  resolutions  disapproving 
of  the  bill  almost  unanimously  419;  Mr.  Buchanan’s 
speech  on  the  420 

Sugar,  in  France  147:  crop  in  Louisiana  167:  duties 
on,  in  France  175;  refined  exported  from  Boston  336: 
Jamaica  crop  352:  of  beetroot  334 

Sugar  beet  16 

Sulphate  of  quinine,  use  of  in  yellow  fever  156 
Sultana  Valide,  mother  of  Abdul  Medjid  51 

Sunday,  trial  for  selling  newspapers  on  37 

Sunday  school  association,  a pleasant  sight  112 
Superannuating  army  officers,  report  of  the  secretary 
of  war  on  the  expediency  of  355 

Survey — see  geological. 

Survey  of  the  coast,  Mr.  Hassler’s  eight  annual  re- 
port 354 

Susquehanna  river,  breaking  up  of  ice  416 

Swearing,  general  Washington’s  orders  against  pro- 
fane 368 

Sweden — death  of  Wallen,  archbishop  of  64:  par- 
tial duty  on  goods  imported  in  American  vessels  taken 
off  83;  bank  of  Stockholm  274;  condition  and  pros- 
pects of  147;  army  148 

Switzerland — revolution  in  the  Canton  Zurich  120 
Sword — see  honorary. 

Sword  fish,  power  of  7 

T. 

Taliaferro,  Mr.  232 

Tallmadge,  Mr.  at  the  Utica  convention  135;  re-elect- 
ed U.  S.  senator  336,  380,  397,  412,  428 

Tampico — relative  to  seizure  of  American  property 
at  66 

Tappan,  Mr.  243,  279,  299,  318,  333,  357,  363-4,  379, 

397-8,428 

Target  shooting,  fatal  temerity  336 

Tariff—  extracts  from  various  public  journals  on  the 
170,  172;  Mr.  Calhoun  and  the  240;  further  reduction 
of  duties,  under  the  compromise  act  307;  Mr.  Penrose’s 
resolutions  on  the  376 

Tax  on  salt,  resolutions  adopted  in  Indiana  relative 
to  the  217 

Taxes,  levied  by  Philadelphia  since  1826  352 

Tea,  prices  of  132;  annual  consumption  of  416;  ship- 
ment of,  from  Canton  192 

Telegraph,  a galvanic  173 

Temperance — in  London  146;  drunkenness  in  Phila- 
delphia 153;  at  Boston  176;  rev.  Mr.  Picrpoint  240;  Ma- 
ryland stale  society  243;  Tennessee  report  on  ib.:  sta- 
tistics of  Massachusetts  and  New  York  256;  proceed- 
ings in  the  Tennessee  legislature  311;  vote  of  Hartford 
336;  in  Ireland  432 

Temperance — see  license’,  grog  dispensed  with  in  the 
Texan  navy  16:  see  Mathew  Carey. 

Teneriffe,  item  176 

Tennessee — respecting  U.  S.  senators  22:  deputation 
from  a convention  to  invite  Henry  Clay  to  visit,  and 
his  reply  102;  meeting  of  the  legislature,  &c.  1 13,  137; 
bridge,  banks,  governor’s  message  137;  penitentiary 
system  of  133;  proceedings  on  nominating  candidates 
for  president  and  vice  president  151;  suspension  of 
bank  payments,  votes  for  governor  154;  value  of  taxa- 
ble property  in,  instructions  to  United^Stales  senators 
154;  notice  of  governor  Polk’s  message  to  the  legislature 
167;  public  debt  of,  school  fund,  &e.  ib.:  batiks  176; 
election  returns  of  congressional  districts  181;  legisla- 
ture classified  192;  governor  Polk’s  message  203;  reso- 
lutions instructing  United  States  senators  203;  proceed- 
ings thereon,  substitute,  amendments,  &c.  216;  the 
banks  of  ib.:  Mr.  Grundy  elected  senator  224;  report  on 
temperance  243;  Mr.  Foster’s  letter  on  resigning  under 
instructions  252;  statistics  of  288;  Baptist  education  so- 
ciety 304;  legislative  proceedings  in  relation  to  banks, 
&,c.  on  the  arid-liquor  law,  Mr.  Grundy  resigns  pud  is 
re-elected  United  States  senator  311;  judge  White,  LT. 
States  senator  presents  instructions  ”pd  resigns  333: 
his  letter  to  the  legislature  359:  t-gislative  instructions 
to  senators  to  vote  for  distrih'a:tiS  die  public  lands  357; 
banks  377;  resolution  — purring  banks  to  resume  forth- 
with 335;  A.  A”-vrson  elected  U.  States  senator  400 
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Texas — commissioners  to  mark  the  boundary  be- 
tween the  U.  S.  and  1,  65:  grog  dispensed  with  in  the 
navy  of  16:  affairs  with  Mexico  18:  intelligence  from 
33:  rumors  of  negotiation  relative  to,  with  England  38: 
price  of  board  in  48:  reported  negotiation  with  France 
66:  Mr.  Dunlap,  minister  of,  arrives  at  Washington  82: 
a government  certificate  of,  lost  96;  rumor  of  recog- 
nition by  Mexico  1 IS;  rumor  of  a treaty  with  France 
120;  loan  negotiated  121;  various  items,  probability  of 
annexing  Mexico  to  132;  Santa  Fee  traders  133;  nego- 
tiations with  France  147;  relations  with  Mexico  150; 
postage  to  151;  deaths,  massacre  by  Indians,  items  164; 
Austin  176;  land  grants  for  marrying  192;  violence  of 
yellow  fever,  Texas  Sentinal,  emigrants,  movements  on 
the  western  frontier  of  193;  arrival  of  M.  de  Saligny, 
French  minister  to,  emigration,  their  ambassador  to 
France  arrested  for  debt  in  New  York,  court  order  his 
discharge  256,  257;  reference  to,  in  the  president’s  mes- 
sage 280;  enlisting  seamen  for  the  navy  304;  Austin, 
various  items  306;  executive  appointments  307;  items, 
Matamoras  taken  321;  immense  emigration  to  337; 
Gavelston  improving  ib.;  law  against  gambling,  Bible 
society,  churches,  &,c.  338;  loan  bill  enacted,  Lemar’s 
administration  popular,  budget,  proclamation,  various 
items  354;  col.  Bee  appointed  minister  from,  to  the  U. 
States  368;  conflict  with  Indians,  death  of  col.  Ross, 
congress  adjourns,  emigrants,  fraud  in  sail  of  lands,  ar- 
rival of  treaty  with  England,  Austin  370;  increase  of 
population  416 

Thanksgiving  day — in  N.  York  134;  in  Wisconsin 
138;  in  Maine  151,  196 

Thames  tunnel,  nearly  completed  80 

Theatres,  number  of  in  Paris  96;  seizure  of  fourteen 
performers  at  Drury  Lane  146 

Theological  seminary  at  New  Brunswick  213 
Thomas,  col.  R.  A.  monument  to  35 

Thomas,  Mr.  F.  246,  264,  268,  300,  332 

Thompson,  Mr.  W.  of  S.  C.  244;  resolutions  on  the 
New  Jersey  case  264.  285-6,  301,  318,  335,  349,  351, 

365-7,  382,  415,  430 
Tide,  uncommonly  high  320 

Tide  water  canal,  verdict  giving  damages  set  aside 

128 

Tiger,  a man  rescued  from  a,  by  a lion  184 

TiHinghast,  Mr.  227,  263,  285,  349,  383,  414-15,  430 
Toasts,  at  Boston  8;  at  Farquier  Springs  25;  Mem- 
phis, as  the  future  capital  of  the  union  112,  128, 175  6, 

208,  358 

Tobacco,  in  Mexico  4;  for  the  British  navy  16;  in- 
formation from  26;  cropsof,  in  Virginia  64;  stock  at 
Bremen  240;  inspected  at  Philaladelphia  256;  in  Eu- 
rope 319;  Virginia  crop  334,  400 

Tolls,  received  on  New  York  canal  134 

Toller’s  suspension  coach  wheels  48 

Tonnage,  of  Baltimore  2S8 

Tournament  at  Eglinton  castle  13,  53 

Trade — see  commerce:  changes  of,  between  the  U.  S. 
and  Canton  36;  of  Buffalo  48;  duty  laid  by  the  Brazilian 
government  on  wines  50;  ofFrance  147;  of  Great  Bri- 
tain 203;  import  and  export  of  specie  219;  ofFrance 
225;  with  Germany  276;  see  cotton,  flour,  tyc. 

Transylvania  university,  R.  J.  Brackenridge  elected 
president  334 

Travelling,  expeditious  160,  192,  208,  320 

Treasury  of  the  United  States,  message,  asking  sup- 
port to  the  411,  414 

Treasury  notes — September  statement  of  17;  October 
statement  81;  monthly  report  of  240,  257,  307,  401 
Treaty,  with  Sardinia  6;  with  Holland  57 

Treaties,  with  Sardinia  and  Netherlands  (president’s 
message;  280 

Trenton  encampment  22,  96 

Trial — see  Amistad:  for  selling  newspapers  on  Sun- 
day 37;  of  Jalbert  at  Montreal  48;  of  the  hero  of  the 
Thousand  Islands,  of  Van  Rensselaer  144 

Trinidad — emigration  of  colored  people  to  165;  en- 
couraging news  from  emigrants  336 

Triplett,  Mr.  415 

Trist,  Mr.  (consul) — notice  respecting  128,  225;  A. 
H.  Everett  appointed  to  proceed  to  Cuba  to  ascertain, 
&c.  432 

Trotting  match,  Bob  Logic  305 

Tucker’s  theory  of  money  and  banks,  extract  from 

154 

Tunis  19 

Tunnel  under  the  Thames,  nearly  completed  38 
Turks — defeat  of  the,  by  the  pasha  of  Egypt  and  de- 
struction of  the  army  14;  speculations  respecting  the 
Turkish  empire  29;  Mehemet  Ali,  pasha  of  Egypt  31; 
affairs  38;  the  sultana  Valide  mother  of  Abdul  Medjid  51: 
flat  refusal  to  deliver  the  Turkish  fleet  to  the  five  Chris- 
tian powers  53;  Mehemet  Ali  resolves  to  maintain  his 
advantages  over  the  53;  elopement  from  the  sultan’s 
haram  80;  variety  of  intelligence  from,  pretender  to  the 
throne,  &c.  120;  the  young  sultan  148;  sundry  items, 
failure  of  crops,  &c.  164;  items  275;  president’s  refer- 
ence to  our  relations  with  230;  items  289;  Egypt  and 
Turkey  ' 306 

Turney,  Mr.  265-8,  271,  286,  302,  383,  399, 415,  430 
Tyler,  John,  nominated  as  a candidate  for  vice  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  by  the  national  whig  con- 
vention 249;  his  letter  of  acceptance  379 

U. 

Umbrellas? peuh4f^^n  kin=  - - 

Underwood,  Mr.  ZSBW. ^"^2“ 83^  398,  415,  429 


United  States,  frigate,  just  refitted,  pronounced  un- 
seaworthy, 288 

United  States  mint,  see  mint. 

United  States  senators,  instruction  of,  in  Tennessee 
154;  Mr.  Grundy  elected  a,  in  Tennessee  224;  see  se- 
nators. 

University  of  Virginia,  item  201 

Usury,  bill  in  Ohio  lesgislature  336 

Usury,  British  law  of  6;  important  decision  of  New 
Jersey  supreme  court,  respecting  83 

V. 

Valuation  of  taxable  property  in  Tennessee  154 

Vampire,  a live  one  in  England  24 

Van  Amburg,  item  144;  wounded  by  a lion  163;  out- 
done by  Carter  .184 

Van  Buret),  for  the  party  advocates  of,  see  adminis- 
tration. 

Vanderpoel,  Mr.  on  the  New  Jersey  question  227, 
233-6,  244,  259,  263,  235-6-7,  335,  349,  367,  429,  430-1 
Vasser,  Matthew,  liberality  of  288 

Vaughan,  John,  resigns  consulship  307 

Vermont — wool  growing  in  16;  proceedings  of  the 
military  convention  of,  at  Norwich  42;  election  re- 
turns 65;  meeting  of  the  legislature,  officers  chosen, 
election  returns  134;  proceedings  relative  to  banking 
152;  condition  of  the  banks  of  176;  resolutions  relative 
to  banks  adopted  by  the  legislature  179;  estimate  of  wool 
raised  in  192;  geological  survey,  veto  of  a corporation 
bill,  business  resolutions,  resolutions  relative  to  banks, 
fall  of  a meeting  house  197;  resolutions  relative  to  bank 
charters,  dfcc.213;  proceedings  on  the  resolutions  relative 
to  the  public  lands  ib,  379;  legislature  adjourn,  revised 
code,  five  real  estate  banks  chartered  242 

Vice  President  U.  S.  proceedings  relative  to  nomi- 
nating, in  Tennessee  151;  R.  M.  Johnson  the,  in  Arkan- 
sas 224;  legislature  of  Georgia  nominate  John  Forsyth 
for  304;  the  Van  Buren  state  convention  of  Alabama 
nominate  William  R.  King  for  311;  John  Tyler  nomi- 
nated as  a candidate  for  by  the  national  whig  conven- 
tion 249;  his  letter  of  acceptance  379 

Victoria,  queen  of  England,  expenses  of  the  corona- 
tion of  33;  proposed  marriage  uf  146;  annoyed  by  a Mr. 
Bryan  161 

Vienna — notice  of  the  American  minister  at  51 
Vincennes,  account  of  the  capture  of,  from  the  Bri- 
tish in  1779,  by  gen.  Clarke  86 

Virginia — ice  mountain  and  hanging  rock  23;  crop  of 
tobacco  in  64;  proceedings  of  the  whig  state  convention 
at  Staunton  125-6-7;  benevolent  institutions,  gold  mines, 
crops,  state  military  academy,  banks  136;  proceedings 
of  banks,  &c.  relative  to  suspension  141-2;  appointment 
153;  relative  to  the  banks  of  180;  trade  at  Richmond 
&c.  180-1;  relative  to  the  banks,  executive  determina- 
tion, university  201;  state  of  parties  in  the  legislature, 
institution  of  the  blind,  deaf  and  dumb,  Harper’s  Ferry 
and  Williamsport  rail  road  215;  banks  224;  legislature 
meet,  message,  banks,  contested  seat,  C.  F.  Mercer’s 
address,  money  pressure  243;  legislative  recess,  dispute 
with  New  York  relative  to  a tugative  272;  Norfolk  elec- 
tion, Mr.  Gilmer,  bill  for  relief  of  the  banks  272;  Mr. 
Allen  elected  288;  special  election  320;  legislature  336; 
absolve  the  banks  356;  balloting  for  United  States  sena- 
tor, no  choicp  377;  Mr.  McCarty  elected  representative 
of  the’Loudon  district  384;  flood  on  James  river  3S4; 
tobacco  crop  384, 400;  D.  A.  Wilson  elected  judge  ib.; 
T.  W.  Gilmer  elected  governor  416;  act  relating  to 
banks,  state  loan  converted  into  stock,  time  of  meeting 
of  the  legislature  420 

Voting  and  fighting,  the  people  must  do  their  own  192 
Voting,  item  relative  to  144 

Voyagers  to  the  N.  W.  lakes,  return  of  43 

W. 

Walker,  Mr.  226,  259,  284,  317,  333,  346-7;  on  sub- 
treasury 347-8,  364,  397-8,  411-13,  427 

Wall,  Mr.  279,  284,  300,  333,  397-8,  412,  428 

War,  see  Florida. 

War  department,  prohibition  of  embarking  Indians 
for  exhibition  150;  payment  of  pensions  suspended  ib. 

Washington,  general,  his  eloquence  at  Newberg  36; 
see  48;  on  profane  swearing  368 

Washington — city  of,  bridge  across  the  canal  in,  bro- 
ken, and  life  lost  24;  Methodist  centenary  meeting  and 
contributions  at  96 

Water-proof  cloth,  a new  invention  221 

Watterson,  Mr.  349 

Watts,  James,  boyhood  of  8.3 

Weather  192,  238,  320,  352;  extreme  cold  368,  3S4 
Webster,  Mr.  visit  to  the  continent  of  Europe  192, 
224;  correspondence  with  the  Barrings  273;  his  recep- 
tion at  Boston,  from  Europe  333;  letter  to  the  duke  of 
Rutland  358;  account  of  his  tour  359;  his  notes  on  the 
compromise  act  359;  relative  to  steam  navigation  364, 
379.  330,  397-8,  412,  428;  on  bankruptcy  428 

Well,  fire  engine  used  to  displace  gas  from  a 16 

Welland  canal,  business  on  the  64 

Wellington  festival,  146;  banquet  274 

West  Indies,  draught  at  Barbadoes  128 

West  India  islands — information  from  2,  26:  from  Ja- 
maica 34:  earthquake  at  Martinique  35;  steam  com- 
munication with  England  38;  relating  to  colonial 

emancipation  168 

Whales,  sixty-four  ashore  32 

Whale  fisheries*240;  decisions  relative  to  bonds  of 
vessels  engaged  in  363 


Wheat,  yield  from  a grain  of  16;  product  of  two  and 
a half  bushels  rock  wheat  80 

Wheat — in  New  Hampshire  134;  new  specimen  of, 
in  Illinois  138;  prices  of  144;  importation  of  165;  at  Buf- 
falo 166;  at  Cleveland  167;  at  Newark,  Ohio  208;  on 
the  New  York  canal  213;  in  Ohio  272;  Russian  ports 
opened  for  272;  market  336,  384 

Whigs,  Virginia  state  convention  of  125-6-7;  state 
convention  at  Utica  135;  their  address  137;  state  con- 
vention of  Illinois  138, 154;  of  Missouri  167;  of  Penn- 
sylvania, address  190;  of  Rhode  Island  197;  of  New 
Jersey  199:  national  convention  at  Harrisburg 210,  225, 
248:  of  Delaware  215:  of  Alabama  216:  of  Indiana  217: 
dinner  at  Detroit  256:  of  Arkansas  304 

White,  Joseph  M.ofFlorida,  death  of  183:  a notice 
of  193 

White,  judge  317;  see  Tennessee:  presents  instruc- 
tions and  resigns  333;  public  dinner  to,  correspon- 
dence 358;  letter  to  the  legislature  of  Tennessee  on 
resigning  359 

White,  Mr.  on  Winebago  payments  380 

White,  Mr.  of  Indiana  261,  364,  415 

White,  Mr.  of  Kentucky,  on  the  New  Jersey  question 

231-3 

White  lead,  mineral  discovered  239 

Wick,  judge,  assertions  respecting  50 

Wickiiffe,  C.  A.  assumes  the  duties  of  governor  of 
Kentucky  33 

Wild  child,  a Wolverene  story  272 

Williams,  Mr.  Sherrod  285,  318 

Williams,  Mr.  379,  3S0,  399,  428 

Williams,  Lewis,  238,  267,  285-6  9,  300-2-3,  333-5, 
346-7,  365,  380-2,  415,  429,  430 
Wilmington,  fire  at  368 

Wilmington  and  Raleigh  rail  road  215 

Wine,  consumption  of  219:  vintage  in  France  256 
Wines,  duty  laid  by  the  Brazilian  government  on  50: 
Dr.  Christison’s  statement  of  the  alcoholics  strength  of71 
Wire  ponies,  experiment  as  motive  power  on  canals 

172 

Wiskonsin,  thanksgiving  138:  emigration  of  Russian 
families  to  272:  from  Norway  304:  resolve  inexpedient 
to  apply  for  admission  403;  canal  from  the  four  lakes  to 
the  20;  Josiah  A.  Noonan  appointed  auditor  of  32: 
wheat  and  corn  crops  of  32 

Wise,  Mr.  on  theN.  Jersey  case  227,232-6-8,  245-8, 
262-3-4-5-6-7-8;  resolution  on  the  New  Jersey  case  271, 
285-6,300-1;  resolution  relative  to  abolition  petitions 
301-2-3,  334-7,  381-3,  bloodhounds  299,  413-15,  letter  of 

358 

Woburn,  great  elm  tree  at  176 

Wolf,  rev.  Mr.  the  Jewish  missionary,  locates  256: 
resigns  337 

Wood,  W.  B.  accident  to  32 

Wooden  pavements  320 

Wool,  raised  in  Vermont  16;  es'imafed  192 

Wool  Growers’  bank,  stopped  payment  119,  134 
Woollen  goods,  see  smuggling  of. 

Woollen  goods,  reshipment  of  large  quantities  to 
England  272, 320 

Worcester,  abduction  of  S.  O.  Frances  at  99:  see 
abduction. 

Worth,  col.  a hero  of  Chippewa  83 

Wright,  Silas,  invitation  to  dinner  240,  announces  he 
will  report  the  sub-treasurv  bill  259,  234,  reports  the  bill 
317,  333,  346-7,  364,  379,  397,  412,  427-8 
Wyoming,  the  tragedy  of,  from  N.  York  Commer- 
cial 105 

Y. 

Yankee  seamanship,  Jacob  Perkins  176 

Yatch  club,  com.  Ridgely  elected  a member  of  the 

17 

Yazoo — luxury  of  the  soil  of  181;  the  city  in  ruins  304 
Yeas  and  nays — on  Mr.  Wise’s  substitute  on  the  N. 
Jersey  question  265;  on  Mr.  Evans’ resolution  to  admit 
the  N.  Jersey  members  284;  on  the  reference  of  Mr.  Cal- 
houn’s land  bill  300;  on  Mr.  Preston’s  motion  to  lay  Mr. 
Benton’s  resolutions  relative  to  state  debts,  on  the  table 
318;  on  Mr.  Benton’s  amendment  to  the  sub-treasury 
bill  346;  on  Mr.  Henderson’s  amendments  to  it  347; 
on  Mr.  Crittenden’s  amendment  ib.;  on  the  passage  of 
Mr.  Benton’s  Florida  occupation  bill  347;  on  the  pas- 
sage of  the  sub-treasury  bill  in  senate  363;  on  the  bill 
to  establish  a board  cf  commissioners  to  hear  and  deter- 
mine private  claims  365;  on  Mr.  Thompson’s  resolu- 
tions relative  to  abolition  petitions  367;  on  Mr.  Pres- 
ton’s motion  to  lay  the  report  on  assuming  the  debts  of 
the  stale  upon  the  table  3S0;  on  printing  30,000  copies 
thereof  380;  on  the  resolution  relative  to  raising  the  mi- 
nimum price  of  public  lands  397;  on  the  call  for  infor- 
mation as  to  the  Cumberland  road  appropriation  ib.;  011 
posiponing  indefinitely  the  state  debt  report  427 

Yellow  fever,  at  New  Orleans  5,  32,  49,  65,80,  81; 
at  Charleston  6,  32,  49:  atAngusta  13,  16,32:  at  Mo- 
bile 49,  66,  81:  at  Natchez  49:  at  Burmurla  50:  renii- 
niscencesof  the  fever  in  lheyearl793  in  Philadelphia  84: 
at  Mobile  137,  144,  153,  181,  208;  on  board  the  Cor- 
sican steamboat  128;  at  Charleston,  S.  Carolina  137, 
288;  at  Augusta  137,  192;  at  Savanna  137;  at  Natchez 
137,  304,432;  New  Orleans  137, 181;  at  Galveston  176; 
at  Pensacola  183,  192;  at  Texas  193;  at  St.  Augustine 
224;  important  discovery  of  the  use  of  sulphate  of  qui- 
nine in  cases  of  156 

Yorlte,  Mr.  demands  his  vote  266 

Young,  Mr.  279,  299,  317,  364,  379,  380,  397-8,  411, 

412-13,  427-8 
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NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER, 

FOR  SALE. 

That  the  estate  of  the  late  Hezekiah  Niles  may 
be  speedily  settled,  it  has  been  deemed  advisable 
by  those  who  have  the  management  thereof,  that  the 
entire  establishment,  so  well  known  throughout  the 
country  as  “Niles’  Register,”  should  be  sold: 
It  is  therefore  offered  for  sale,  with  the  subscription 
list,  printing  materials  and  every  thing  which  pro- 
perly belongs  to  the  publication.  0 x^-The  subscrip- 
tion list  has  not  for  many  years  been  larger  than  at 
present,  and  the  subscribers  are  among  the  best  and 
most  punctual  in  the  country;  and  the  office  con- 
tains all  necessary  type  and  presses,  (one  a power 
press  made  by  Adams),  of  the  most  improved  kind, 
in  the  best  condition. 

Presuming  that  those  desirous  of  purchasing  will 
make  enquiries  in  person  or  by  letter,  it  is  not 
deemed  necessary  to  extend  this  notice  further,  than 
to  express  the  conviction,  that  the  establishment  is 
one  of  the  most  valuable  in  the  country,  as  can  be  sa- 
tisfactorily proven  by  an  exhibition  of  the  receipts 
and  expenditures,  and  that  in  the  hands  of  a person 
with  a small  capital,  and  qualified  to  conduct  it,  the 
price  demanded  can  be  realized  in  clear  profits  in 
less  than  three  years. 

The  whole  establishment  can  be  had  on  reasona- 
ble terms,  and  on  an  extended  credit  so  as  to  enable 
the  purchaser  to  prosecute  the  business  to  advan- 
tage. 

Address  the  present  editor, 

WM.  OGDEN  NILES,  or 
PHILIP  REIGART, 

-Agent  of  the  administratrix  of  H.  Niles,  deceased. 

CCPEditors  throughout  the  United  States,  are  re- 
spectfully requested  to  insert  the  above,  and  invite 
public  attention  to  it. 

In  consequence  of  the  necessity  which  exists 
for  the  sale  of  this  work,  the  present  editor  will  soon 
be  al  liberty  to  seek  other  employment;  and  he  re- 
spectfully oilers  his  services  to  his  editorial  brethren 
in^any  of  the  large  cities,  or  will  be  obliged  to  any 
of  his  friends  who  will  inform  him  of  a suitable  lo- 
cation in  one  of  the  prosperous  towns  of  the  west, 
where  his  editorial  labors  will  meet  with  a reasona- 
ble reward.  Hi^ualilications  may  be  inferred  from 
the  fact,  that  for  more  than  fifteen  years  he  was  the 
assistant  editor  of ^Jhe  “Register,”  and  that  for 
more  than  six  years  he  conducted  a*political  paper 
with  advantage  to  the  whig  party  and  profit  to  him- 
self. He  is  besides  practically  acquainted  with  the 
printing  business,  and  could  be  generally  useful  in 
a large  newspaper  establishment. 

For  his  character  and  standing  as  a man  and  citi- 
zen, he  confidently  refers  to  any  old  and  respectable 
inhabitant  of  this  city. 

Baltimore,  Aug.  31,  1839. 

United  States  and  Texas.  The  hon.  John 
Forsyth,  on  the  part  of  the  United  Stales  govern- 
ment, and  gen.  Meinucan  Hunt,  on  the  part  of  the 
Texan  government,  have  been  appointed  commis- 
sioners to  run  and  mark  the  boundary  line  between 

the  two  countries,  as  established  by  the  treaty  of  1838 

between  the  United  States  and  Mexico.  The  ra- 
tifications of  the  convention  to  this  effect  have 
been  exchanged,  and  the  commissioners  must  enter 
upon  their  duties  on  or  before  the  12th  of  October 
next. 

France  and  Texas.  The  New  York  Times 
says:  “We  have  seen  a letter  from  a distinguished 

source  at  Paris,  dated,  the  28th  of  July,  which  states 
that  France  has  agreed  to  recognize  the  indepen- 
dence of  Texas.  We  may  expect  to  receive  soon 
the  official  announcement  of  the  recognition.  It  is 
openly  spoken  of  at  oourB,  and  in  die  highest  circles, 
Vot.  VII  — Sib.  1. 


as  a settled  question.  We  understand  that  M.  Pon- 
iois,  minister  from  France  to  the  United  States,  who 
is  now  in  Paris,  has  taken  a strong  interest  in  behalf 
of  Texas,  and  acted  as  becomes  the  representative 
of  an  enlightened  and  liberal  government.” 

A suspicious  vessel  which  had  been  spoken 
several  times  on  our  coast,  has  been  captured  by 
lieut.  Gedney,  of  the  brig  Washington,  and  carried 
into  New  London.  This  vessel,  a schooner,  called 
“L’Amistad,”  (Friendship,)  sailed  from  Havana 
bound  to  Neuvitas,  with  a cargo  ot  dry  goods,  three 
Spanish  creoles  and  an  old  planter,  who  owned  the 
schooner’s  cargo  and  slaves.  The  other  passengers 
and  crew  were,  it  is  said,  murdered,  when  the  slaves 
— instigated  by  the  creoles,  rose;  the  old  planter 
succeeded  in  concealing  himself  during  thp  massa- 
cre— and  when  discovered,  next  day,  was  spared. 

The  Washington  fell  in  with  the  schooner  at 
anchor  off'  Montaug,  and  taking  in  wood  and  water. 

Smuggling.  During  the  present  and  the  past 
week,  woollen  goods,  chiefly  broad  cloths,  valued 
at  nearly  two  millions  of  dollars,  or  nearly  one  half 
of  the  official  valuation  of  all  such  goods  imported 
into  the  United  States  during  the  year  1838,  have 
been  seized  in  New  York,  Philadelphia  and  Balti- 
moie;  and  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  a large 
quantity  yet  remains  concealed,  or  been  disposed  off 
to  persons  residing  at  distant  places,  and  cannot  be 
traced.  This  vast  amount  of  goods  has  been  seized 
under  the  belief  that  they  have  been  entered  under 
false  invoices;  and  n is  pretty  well  ascertained  that 
a company  of  scoundrels  has  been  regularly  orga- 
nized to  defraud  the  revenue  and  break  down  honest 
importers,  whose  business  has  been,  for  a long  time 
past,  paralyzed  by  these  unprincipled  agents.  The 
port  ot  New  York  is  the  great  thoroughfare  by  which 
these  goods  find  their  way  into  the  country,  and  it 
requires  a most  expanded  ‘’charily  to  believe  that 
they  are  smuggled  without  the  connivance  of  some 
of  the  officers  of  the  customs;  for  public  attention 
has  been  long  awakened  to  these  fraudulent  doings, 
and  ordinary  vigilance  ought  to  have  prevented  their 
continuance. 

The  following  paragraphs  will  give  our  readers  an 
idea  of  the  manner  in  which  the  frauds  have  been 
committed,  and  the  charecter  of  the  parties  to  them, 
many  of  whom  affect  the  character  of  honest  men. 

From  the  Philadelphia  Inquirer. 

If  correctly  informed,  tlie  plan  of  passing  goods 
through  the  custom  house  of  Philadelphia,  is  some- 
what after  the  following  fashion,  although  it  should 
be  remembered  that  all  these  smuggled  goods  came 
through  New  York.  We  merely  cite  the  mode  here, 
supposing  the  plan  to  be  somewhat  similar  in  our 
sister  city,  and  thus  with  the  object  of  enabling  the 
reader  the  better  to  imagine  the  scheme  by  which 
the  goods  were  irregularly  passed. 

Thus,  on  the  arrival  of  a vessel  in  our  harbor  from 
Liverpool,  the  manifest  and  invoices  are  placed  in 
the  hands  of  the  custom  house  officer — a number  of 
packages  having  been  designated  on  such  papers, 
to  be  sent  to  the  custom  house  lor  examination. 
These  designated  packages,  are,  as  may  be  suppos- 
ed, selected  promiscuously  and  solely  on  the  judg- 
ment ol  the  government  officer.  As  they  are  taken 
from  the  hold  of  the  vessel,  they  are  put  on  one  side 
liom  the  general  cargo,  and  immediately  sent  to  the 
custom  house  appraiser  for  more  thorough  examina- 
tion. If,  on  such  examination,  they  are  found  to 
correspond  in  all  respects  with  the  descriptions  in 
the  manilest  and  invoice,  all  is  well  and  the  duties 
are  paid  accordingly. 

Specimens  of  consignments  being  thus  examined, 
the  remainders  are  taken  for  granted.  How,  there- 
fore, under  these  circumstances,  the  New  York  of- 
ficers contrived  to  pass  such  an  immense  amount  of 
smuggled  goods,  appears  to  us  extraordinary  indeed. 
Ol  course,  in  ali  cases  a solemn  oath  is  made,  by  the 
importer  or  clearer  of  the  goods  at  the  custom  house, 
as  to  the  accuracy  of  the  invoices.  Mr.  Hoyt,  the 
present  collector  of  New  York,  is  certainly  entitled 
to  no  littl  e credit  lor  his  efforts  in  recovering  these 
smuggled  goods,  while  on  the  other  hand,  the  olfi 
cers  who  passed  them  without  due  examination,  are 
entitled  to  no  little  censure  for  their  negligence  in 
the  matter. 

In  addition  to  Ihe  seizures  already  noticed,  a New 
York  paper  mentions  that  the  whole  of  the  goods  in 


a five  story  store  in  Pearl  street,  were  on  Saturday 
last  taken  possession  of  by  the  custom  house  officers 
of  that  port.  By  the  way,  how  is  it  that  our  con- 
temporaries in  that  city  are  so  remarkably  silent  in 
relation  to  these  operations. 

From  the  same  paper  of  Saturday. 

We  learn  that  two  more  seizures  of  Yorkshire 
cloths  have  taken  place  since  our  last.  The  amount 
is  variously  estimated  at  from  $'100,000  to  $120,000. 
In  neither  case  are  the  individuals  in  this  city  in- 
culpated. The  goods  were  sent  from  New  York  on 
commission.  Various  stories  are  in  circulation  as  to 
the  modus  operandi  practised  in  cases  of  smuggling, 
or  the  fraudulent  evasion  of  the  revenue  laws.  It 
is  said  that,  in  some  instances,  the  cloths  are  wound 
inside  a large  piece  of  flannel,  the  selvages  of  the 
flannel  and  cloth  being  identical.  The  flannel 
might  be  worth  two  shillings  per  yard,  and  the 
cloih  twenty.  The  flannel  duty  in  such  cases  is 
paid  for  the  whole. 

In  other  instances,  fine  cloths  are  packed  in  bales 
or  cases  of  worsted  stuffs,  the  stuffs  being  upper- 
most and  around  them.  Thus  the  whole  of  the 
cloth  duty  is  evaded. 

In  other  instances  again,  cloths  worth  20  or  22 
shillings,  are  invoiced  ai  only'  12  or  13  shillings.  In 
others  the  pieces  of  cloth  measuring  22  or  23  yards, 
are  marked  as  measuring  only  12  or  13  yards.  Fine 
cloths  worth  26  or  28  shillings  per  yard,  are  so  mix- 
ed up  with  coarse  goods,  worth  only  Tor  8 shillings, 
that  the  duties  are  evaded;  and  it  not  having  been 
customary  for  custom  house  officers  to  undo  and 
examine  every  piece,  case  or  bale,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, depending  partly  on  the  honor  and  oaths  of 
importers  and  invoice  makers,  frauds  have  been 
practised  with  a species  of  impunity  in  a variety  of 
shapes. 

The  New  York  Express  says: 

The  steam  ship  Liverpool  was  examined  before 
she  left,  and  some  arrests,  it  is  said,  were  made.  It 
is  also  said  that  a considerable  quantity  of  goods 
now  remain  in  the  public  stores  waiting  for  new  in- 
voices from  England.  People  are  very  much  afraid 
of  woollen  goods  just  now.  Auctioneers  out  of  the 
city  will  not  advance  on  such  goods  at  all.  Of 
course  the  manufacturers  are  well  pleased  with 
these  scrutinies,  and  hope  to  see  them  result  for 
their  benefit  in  the  end.  The  collector  of  this  port 
will  make  a little  fortune  if  he  makes  out  his  cases, 
as  it  is  supposed  he  is  the  informer.  The  division 
of  the  spoils  we  believe  is  thus: 


The  government  has 

1-2 

The  informer 

1-4 

Collector 

1-8 

Naval  officer 

1-16 

Surveyor 

1-16 

We  have  not  seen  a statement 

of  the  value  of  the 

clothes  seized  in  Baltimore  and  N.  York,  but  those 
seized  in  Philadelphia  are  estimated  at  $500,000. 

Commodore  Daniel  Patterson,  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  navy,  and  the  commandant  at  the  navy 
yard  and  station  in  Washington  city,  expired  on 
the  morning  of  Sunday,  the  25th  instant,  at  a quar- 
ter past  8 o’clock,  at  his  residence  in  said  yard, 
after  a short  but  severe  illness  ol  about  thirty  hours. 

Commodore  Patterson  was  greatly  esteemed  as  a 
citizen,  and  was  a most  valuable  officer.  When  a 
youth  he  was  taken  prisoner  at  Tripoli  in  the  dar- 
ing adventure  of  the  frigate  Philadelphia,  and  his 
courage  and  conduct  while  iri  the  command  of  the 
Caroline,  on  the  Mississippi  waters,  materially  con- 
tributed, in  the  estimation  of  friend  and  foe,  to  the 
glorious  result  of  the  memorable  campaign  of  New 
Orleans. 

The  following  orders  have  been  issued  as  tributes 
of  respect  to  his  memory. 

GENERAL  NAVY  ORDER. 

As  a mark  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  commo- 
dore Daniel  T.  Patterson,- late  of  the  United  States 
navy,  who  died  at  Washington  on  the  25th  instant, 
while  in  command  of  the  navy  yard  and  station,  the 
flags  of  the  navy  yards,  stations  and  vessels  of  the 
United  States  navy,  are  to  be  hoisted  half-mast,  and 
thirteen  minute  guns  fired  at  noon,  on  the  day  after 
the  receipt  of  this  order. 

Officers  of  the  navy  and  marine  corps  are  directed 
to  wear  crape  on  the  left  arm  for  thirty  days. 

1.  Chauncey,  acl’g.  sec.  of  the  navy. 

Navy  department,  August  28,  18TJD. 
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ARMY  ORDER. 

Adjutant  general’s  office, 
Washington,  Aug.  27,  1839. 

The  officers  of  the  army  on  duty  near  the  war  de- 
partment, and  those  who  may  be  now  at  the  seat  of 
government,  are  requested  to  attend  (in  uniform) 
the  funeral  of  the  late  commodore  Daniel  T.  Pat- 
terson, commandant  of  the  Washington  navy  yard, 
at  4 o’clock  on  Wednesday,  the  28th  instant. 

R.  Jones,  adjutant  general. 

The  funeral  of  commodore  Patterson  took  place 
on  Wednesday  last.  He  was  buried,  as  we  learn 
from  the  Intelligencer,  with  military  honors;  and 
his  remains  were  attended  to  the  grave  by  a great 
concourse  of  people,  besides  the  civil  officers  of  the 
government,  and  an  unusual  number  of  general  and 
other  officers  of  the  army,  and  several  commodores, 
captains,  and  other  officers  of  the  navy,  and  of  the 
marine  corps. 

Commodore  W.  E.  McKinney,  of  the  United 
States  navy,  died  on  Saturday  last,  after  a severe 
and  protracted  illness.  Hi.s  funeral  took  place  on 
Monday  afternoon  from  the  residence  of  Noah  Wa- 
terman, esq.  Williamsburg,  Long  Island. 

The  sloop  of  war  Hornet.  For  some  time 
past  the  newspapers  have  been  occupied  with  dis- 
cussions about  the  loss  of  this  unfortunate  ship,  in 
consequence  of  a statement  which  appeared  from  an 
individual,  who  falsely  stated  he  was  the  only  survi- 
vor. But  if  the  following  has  not  been  got  up  for 
the  occasion  it  may  shed  some  light  upon  her  fate 

“The  Galveston  Gazette  of  2d  inst.  contains  this 
note,  found  in  a bottle,  corked  and  sealed,  and  all 
covered  with  barnacles,  on  Point  Bolivar,  by  a Mr. 
Dunrnan,  who  lives  there.  The  MS.  has  been  for- 
warded to  Washington,  with  an  expectation  that  the 
hand-wr'ting  might  possibly  be  identified.” 

On  board  sloop  Hornet,  U.  S.  31st  August,  1829. 

We  are  all  lost — a tremendous  gale  has  foundered 
the  vessel  off  Galveston  Island  about  sixty  or  seven- 
ty miles  distant. 

Exploring  squadron.  The  National  Intelli- 
gencer of  Tuesday,  says,  that  letters  have  been  re- 
ceived from  the  United  States  exploiing  expedition, 
which,  after  having  spent  considerable  time  in  push- 
ing  its  exploration  to  the  south,  reached  Valparaiso, 
on  the  Pacific  ocean,  about  the  middle  of  May,  the 
officers  and  crews  of  the  vessels  composing  the 
squadron  being  generally  in  excellent  health  and  spi- 
rits, notwithstanding  the  fatigues  which  they  had 
undergone.  It  is  added  that  the  expedition  forced 
its  way  to  a point  further  south  than  even  American 
enferprize  has  ever  before  reached,  leaving  consi- 
derably astern  the  discoveries  of  the  Fiench  and 
Russian  exploring  expeditions,  including  the  latest. 
This  is  a feather  in  the  cap  of  our  navy. 

East  India  squadron.  A correspondent  of  the 
Army  and  Navy  Chronicle — an  officer  on  board  the 
U.  S.  ship  John  Adams — wuites  from  Singapore 
under  date  of  March  28,  that  the  squadron  was  on 
the  eve  of  sailing  for  Canton,  by  way  of  Manilla. — 
In  order  to  avoid  the  N.  E.  monsoon,  the  squadron 
remained  at  Singapore  nearly  two  months,  and  the 
propriety  of  the  delay  was  further  confirmed  by  the 
circumstance  that  the  dysentery  had  made  its  ap- 
pearance among  the  crews,  which  rendered  it  desir- 
able to  procure  accommodations  for  the  sick  on 
shore,  where  a hospital  for  them  was  established. — 
The  writer  says — 

We  have  been  so  unfortunate  as  to  have  buried 
nine  of  our  number  in  Singapore,  most  of  whom 
have  fallen  victims  to  the  dysentery.  Of  these  nine, 
six  belonged  to  the  Columbia,  and  three  to  the  John 
Adams-  Among  those  who  died  from  our  ship  was 
the  boatswain,  Mr.  John  Ball,  an  officer  who  had 
spent  the  greater  part  of  his  life  in  the  service,  had 
distinguished  himself  in  some  of  the  hardest  fought 
actions  of  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  and  stood 
hi<rh  in  the  navy  for  his  seamanlike  qualities.  He 
was  interred  in  the  English  ground,  and  the  place 
where  he  lies  is  marked  by  a neat  monument,  erect- 
ed by  the  officers  of  this  ship. 

The  writer  says  that  during  the  stay  at  Singapore 
he  saw  a great  deal  of  the  American  missionaries 
and  their  ladies,  of  whom  he  speaks  in  the  following 
terms: 

To  judge  from  what  we  saw'  of  these  gentlemen, 
I can  confidently  say  they  are  intelligent,  upright 
men,  without  a single  thought  apart  from  the  grand 
object  of  their  labors,  and  zealous  of  all  good  works. 
The  w’ives  of  the  missionaries  are  charming  women, 
and  it  is  with  feelings  of  no  small  regret  that  we 
quit  their  agreeable  society.  Their  enthusiasm  in 
the  cause  in  which  they  are  embarked,  is  irrepressi- 
ble; and  even  the  most  skeptical  could  not  look  W'ilh 
indifference  on  the  meek  and  gentle  heroism  with 
which  they  sustain  innumerable  privations  and  hard- 


ships. The  love  of  woman  is  a fearful  thing,  says 
the  proverb;  but  how  much  more  ineffable  is  her 
perfect  holiness,  when  the  native  modesty  arid  grace 
of  her  character  is  illuminated  by  the  fire  of  divine 
inspiration.  They  are  so  mild,  so  singleminded,  so 
devoted  to  their  work,  so  full  of  sweetness,  charity, 
and  all  that  is  lovely,  that  apathy  itself  would  be 
roused  from  its  coldness  at  the  sight  of  their  labors, 
and  warmed  into  something  like  life.  The  zeal  of 
man  is  like  the  eruption  of  a volcano,  sudden  and 
fierce,  but  soon  quenched.  The  zeal  of  woman  is  a 
pure  and  steady  tiame,  constantly  fed  by  the  oil  of 
her  deep  affections,  that  burns  and  burns  without 
abatement,  and  shines  more  and  more  unto  the  per- 
fect day.  The  former  will  triumph  over  a sudden 
obstacle  in  fury  and  in  wrath;  the  latter  will  attain 
the  same  end  by  perseverance  and  meekness;  the 
former  may  be  repressed;  the  latter  is  indomitable. 

Very  late  from  Jamaica.  New  York,  Au- 
gust 22.  We  have  copious  files  of  the  Jamica  De- 
spatch, Gazette,  and  Morning  Journal,  coming 
down  to  the  2d  instant,  but  unfoi  tunately  very  little 
time  to  examine  them,  or  room  for  their  contents. 
We  must,  therefore,  satisfy  ourselves  to-day  with  a 
few  brief  notices  of  passing  events  in  that  now  in- 
teresting region. 

The  debates  on  the  Jamaica  bill,  in  the  British 
parliament,  of  course  excite  much  discussion  in  the 
Island  papers.  The  Despatch  wages  fierce  war 
upon  the  bill  on  its  own  account;  the  Morning  Jour- 
nal takes  broader  ground,  and  denies  the  right  of 
the  British  parliament  to  legislate  for  Jamaica  at 
all. 

The  removal  of  sir  Lionel  Smith  does  not  appear 
to  have  been  know  at  the  date  of  these  papers,  but 
it  was  anticipated.  The  Despatch  rejoices,  and  the 
Journal  protests  and  grieves. 

A very  severe  shock  of  earthquake  was  felt  at  King- 
ston on  the  morning  of  July  29th,  which  occasion- 
ed great  alarm,  but  it  W'as  not  known  that  any  da- 
mage had  been  caused  by  it. 

The  Despatch  chronicles  with  great  delight  the 
conviction  of  several  Baptist  missionaries,  Messrs. 
Oughter,  Philippo,  Palmer,  Castello,  and  others,  iri 
actions  for  slander,  brought  by  various  persons;  the 
defendants  had  verdicts  rendered  against  them  for 
heavy  damages,  some  £2,000,  some  £1,000,  some 
£2,500.  The  alleged  slanders,  we  believe,  were 
in  some  way  connected  with  the  slavery  question. 

There  had  been  disturbances  in  Spring  Hill  pa- 
rish, the  particulars  of  which  we  have  not  before 
us;  but  it  seems  that  a detachment  of  50  men  from 
the  2d  West  India  regiment  was  sent  to  the  place, 
to  co  operate  with  the  civil  authorities,  by  whom 
six  of  the  rioters  were  apprehended.  They  were 
subsequently  tried  and  convicted  of  an  outrageous 
assault  on  the  magistrates;  three  were  sentenced  to 
two  years  and  the  other  three  to  twenty  months’ 
imprisonment  and  hard  labor.  From  the  account 
in  the  Journal  and  Despatch,  the  riot  seems  to  have 
been  a serious  one. 

Some  commotion  was  excited  at  Kingston,  on  the 
1st  of  August,  by  the  appearance  of  a Haytien  sloop 
of  war  in  the  harbor — the  day  being  the  anniversa- 
ry of  the  final  emancipation.  [Com.  Adv. 

Peru.  Private  letters  have  been  received  in 
Washington  from  Lima,  dated  16th  of  May.  The 
Chilian  troops  still  continue  to  occupy  that  city'arid 
the  fortress  of  Callao.  They  have  refused  to  quit 
the  country  until  they  have  been  paid  a contribu- 
tion of  $800,000.  This  sum  ha3  been  raised  by 
quota  contributions  among  the  wealthier  classes. 

The  administration  of  general  Gamarra,  whom 
the  Chilians  forced  upon  the  Peruvians  as  presi- 
dent, has  become  odious  to  the  people.  When  the 
Chilians  shall  have  retired,  a counter  revolution  is 
expected  in  favor  of  gen.  Santa  Cruz. 

Latest  from  buenos  ayres  and  Montevi- 
deo.— By  an  arrival  at  Boston,  Buenos  Ayres  pa- 
pers to  the  20th  June,  and  a letter  to  the  23d,  have 
been  received.  Also,  a letter  from  Montevideo  of 
the  24th.  These  letters  detail  the  progress  of  events 
in  those  countries  much  more  intelligibly,  and  even 
fully,  than  the  newspapers.  So  critical  was  the 
state  of  things  at  Bueno3  Ayres,  that  the  papers  had 
become  extremely  cautious. 

The  U.  S.  sloop  Independence  sailed  from  Monte- 
video June  23,  for  Rio  Janeiro,  and  the  Fairfield 
for  Buenos  Ayres  on  the  25th,  all  well. 

By  order  of  general  Lopez,  governor  of  Cordova, 
the  "Unitarian  chief,  Pedro  Nolasco  Rodriguez,  for- 
merly provincial  governor  of  the  same  state,  was 
shot  at  Conception  on  the  21st  of  May,  under  a 
charge  of  high  treason.  It  will  be  seen,  also,  that 
Domingo  Cullen  has  probably  shared  the  same  fate. 

[journal  of  Commerce. 

Buenos  Ayres,  June  23,  1839. — We  have  rumors 
of  the  removal  of  the  blockade  and  bombardment  of 


this  city  every  day;  but,  as  yet,  the  French  have 
not  done  any  thing  beyond  the  blockade  of  the  city 
and  coast,  except  the  burning  of  some  coasting  ves- 
sels at  the  Attalaya,  a small  river  that  is  about  half- 
way from  this  to  Point  Indigo;  and  they  would  not 
have  taken  this  hostile  step  but  for  the  belief  that, 
among  twenty-three  vessels  at  that  time  there,  some 
were  fitting  out  for  privateers,  which  was  not  the 
case,  as  all  were  vessels  that  had  run  the  blockade 
and  landed  their  cargoes.  This  trade  had  been  con- 
tinued for  the  year  past  from  Montevideo,  but  this 
step,  and  some  confiscations  of  the  Montevideo  go- 
vernment, have  entirely  stopped  the  intercourse 
with  Montevideo.  We  have  frequent  arrivals  of 
small  vessels  of  light  draught  of  water,  which  run 
into  the  sm  dl  rivers,  and  clear  out  again  to  Brazil. 
The  late  arrival  at  Montevideo  of  several  vessels  of 
war  from  France,  with  sailors  and  troops,  and  the 
recent  more  vigilant  look-out  kept  bv  the  French, 
rather  tend  to  the  belief  that  the  past  lenient  block- 
ade is  to  be  abandoned. 

The  present  governor  of  Buenos  Ayres  has  under 
his  command  15,000  troops,  besides  militia,  and  any 
attempt  to  invade  the  country  will  be  useless.  The 
troops  are  all  horsemen,  yet  can  serve  on  foot;  and  a 
hostile  army  marching  across  the  country,  all  the 
cattle  will  be  driven  out  of  their  way,  and  they  are 
only  possessors  of  the  extent  of  soil  they  occupy  for 
the  time,  and  are  as  far  from  conquering  the  coun- 
try at  their  journey’s  end,  as  when  they  began  their 
march.  A bombardment  of  the  city  may  allow 
them  to  take  possession  of  that,  but  even  then  they 
cannot  do  any  thing  with  the  country  around,  which 
is  a vast  plain,  without  hills,  trees,  or  fences,  for  six 
hundred  miles  in  every  direction,  west  and  south. 
The  men-of-war  must  all  lay  six  miles  from  shore, 
and  no  v -ssels  that  they  now  have  can  approach 
much  nearer.  And  to  bombard  the  town  they  must 
build  vessls  drawing  three  or  four  feet  water,  which 
will  at  least  require  four  months  time.  It  has  been 
hoped  there  would  be  a revoltilion  here,  and  the 
peace  then  take  place;  but  the  present  government 
is  too  strongly  seated.  A recent  attempt  to  create 
one  was  at  once  quelled  by  the  marching  of  3,000 
well-armed  troops  into  the  town,  and  the  conspira- 
tors did  not  assemble,  and  their  movements  were 
not  noticed,  or  any  of  them  arrested. 

A revolution  took  place  in  Montevideo  some 
months  since,  and  the  governor  (Oiibe)  was  oblig- 
ed to  fly  to  this:  but  lie  will  shortly,  with  4,000 
troops,  march  from  this  country  into  Banda  Orien- 
tal, and  I have  not  much  doubt  regain  possession, 
as  he  has  yet  a strong  party  there. 

The  only  hope  of  peace  that  we  have  is  from  the 
intervention  of  England,  and  the  settlement  of  the 
Mexican  business  affords  the  hope  that  this  will 
follow.  For  that  purpose  a minisler  was  sent  from 
this,  who  arrived  in  England  early  in  April,  and  by 
the  next  English  mail  packet  accounts  will  be  re- 
ceived from  him.  With  that  hope,  produce  of  every 
kind  fully  maintains  its  former  prices,  though,  as 
the  country  is  very  quiet,  and  arrivals  by  troops  of 
carts  are  daily  coming  in,  the  stocks  are  accumu- 
lating. Hides  are  worth  threepence-halfpenny 
sterling  per  pound — stock  estimated  at  550,000  lor 
Europe  and  United  States  markets. 

The  revolution  which  broke  out  in  the  province 
of  Corrientes  some  time  since  in  connexion  with 
the  present  government  in  Banda  Oriental  (Monte- 
video) has  been  entirely  quelled,  and  the  army 
there  are  to  march  and  join  the  one  from  this,  to 
invade  Banda  Oriental. 

As  all  removal  of  the  blockade  depends  upon  the 
negociations  in  England,  you  will  probably  know 
of  the  result  before  we  shall.  At  any  rate,  the 
French  may  continue  it  here  a year  longer,  and  be 
no  nearer  the  termination  of  it.  The  issues  of  mo- 
ney by  government,  for  the  present,  supply  the 
wants  of  the  troops,  who  are  punctually  paid,  and 
the  cost  of  beef  and  bread  is  so  low  that  their  mo- 
ney will  buy  more  than  formerly,  though  the  de- 
preciation in  value  of  a paper  dollar  from  thirteen 
cents  to  seven  in  one  year  would  argue  the  con- 
trary. And  whatever  foreign  articles  are  wanted, 
arrive  freely  in  vessels  that  run  into  the  small  rivers 
on  the  3ea  coast — from  Rio  de  Janeiro  and  other 
Brazilian  ports.  Among  others,  the  schooner-brig 
“Sciot,”  of  Salem,  with  a full  and  valuable  cargo, 
(which  made  its  appearance  in  a troop  ofsixty  large 
ox  carts  a day  or  two  since),  landed  on  the  coast 
near  cape  St.  Antonio.  There  is  not  much  distress 
in  this  city  among  the  lower  classes,  as  all  can  find 
employment  in  picking  wool,  cleansing  it  from  burr 
and  dirt  by  hand,  and  earn  in  one  day  sufficient  to 
support  them  two,  and  thousands  of  women  and 
children  are  constantly  employed  in  that  wmy. — 
With  cattle  at  two  dollars,  silver,  sheep  one  quarter 
of  a dollar,  and  other  srticles  in  proportion,  we  can- 
not be  starved  out;  and  a coast  four  miles  off,  with 
only  six  feet  water,  it  will  take  some  time  to  build 
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vessels  to  enable  any  force  to  land,  or  approach* 
near  enough  to  bombard  the  city. 

There  have  been  two  privateer  commissions  is- 
sued by  this  government,  and  one  vessel,  a schoon- 
er with  40  men,  has  been  armed  and;  fitted  out  from 
the  waters  of  this  Republic  to  cruise  or.  the  high 
seas  and  capture  any  vessels  under  the  French  flag. 
This  you  may  rely  upon. 

Latest  from  Florida.  St.  Augustine,  August 
loth.  From  Ike  South.  Major  Bennett,  paymas- 
ter United  States  Army,  arrived  here  on  Wednes- 
day from  Key  Biscayne,  in  the  steamboat  Cincin- 
nati, who  informs  us  that  lieutenant  colonel  Harney 
had  reached  that  place,  after  making  his  escape  from 
being  massacred  by  the  Indians  at  Caloosahatchie, 
with  the  soldiery,  and  Mr.  Dallam  and  citizens  un- 
der his  employ,  amounting  to  seventeen  or  eighteen, 
in  all. 

Colonel  Harney  was  landed  at  that  place,  on  his 
return  from  Tampa  Bay,  but  a few  days  previous  to 
the  attack.  He  had  been  hunting  wild  hogs  for 
provisions,  and  returned  late  at  night  very  much  fa- 
tigued, and  immediately  retired  to  rest,  and  believes 
the  Indians  were  not  apprised  of  his  return.  About 
the  break  of  day,  he  was  aroused  by  the  firing  ofguns, 
and,  on  going  out  of  his  tent,  lonnd  that  the  Indians 
had  killed  a number  of  men,  and  were  pursuing 
others  who  had  fled  to  the  water,  firing  at  them; 
he  soon  discovered  any  attempt  on  his  part  would 
be  fruitless,  and  effected  his  escape  with  one  man 
by  the  means  of  a canoe  some  distance  from  the 
cainp.  The  soldiers  who  took  to  the  water  made 
their  escape  by  swimming  to  a small  boat  some  dis- 
tance from  the  shore.  Colonel  H.  met  with  them, 
and  returned  to  the  coast  that  night,  and  procured 
some  bread  left  by  the  Indians,  which  enabled  them 
to  subsist.  Having  met  with  a boat  that  conveyed 
him  to  Key  Biscayne,  he  sent  a part  of  his  men  to 
Tampa  Bay  to  report  to  gen.  Taylor. 

Major  Bennett  also  informs  us  that  Chitto  Tuste- 
nuggee,  with  his  family,  were  at  Key  Biscayne,  to- 
gether with  a number  of  Indians,  who  were  detain- 
ed by  col.  Harney,  who  sent  Chitto  Tustenuggee 
for  Sam  Jones  to  meet  him;  that  Sam  Jonos  came  to 
Fort  Lauderdale,  and  that  both  Chitto  Tustenuggee 
and  Sam  Jones  denied  having  any  participation  in 
that  affair,  or  even  a knowledge  of  the  intention  to 
make  an  attack,  (saying  they  were  the  Spanish  In- 
dians,) and  expressed  tlieir  willingness,  in  the  pre- 
sence of  the  commanding  officer  at  Fort  Lauderdale 
and  major  Bennett,  to  go  and  fight  them.  Both 
Sain  Jones  and  Chitto  Tustenuggee  declare  that  it 
is  their  wish  to  comply  with  the  treaty,  and  Sam 
offers  to  give  up  his  son  as  an  evidence  of  his  sin- 
cerity. Col.  Harney  arrived  at  Fort  Lauderdale 
just  as  major  Bennett  left,  whose  intention  was  to 
make  some  arrangement  with  these  chiefs  to  go 
against  the  Indians  who  made  the  attack;  no  arrange- 
ment, however,  was  made  previous  to  major  B.’s 
departure  from  Fort  Lauderdale,  as  he  came  direct- 
ly on  in  the  Cincinnati,  the  boat,  which  brought  col. 
Harney  to  that  place;  the  colonel  detained  the  steam- 
boat Santee  at  Fort  Lauderdale  to  aid  him  in  his 
operations. 

Major  Childs  detained  at  Fort  Pierce  three  In- 
dians, one  male  and  two  females,  and  sent  them  to 
St.  Augustine  in  the  Cincinnati. 

Captain  Mayo,  with  the  steamer  Poinsett,  was  at 
Key  Biscayne,  having  received  his  supply  of  men, 
with  boats  and  provisions.  He  left  that  place  on 
Manday,  the  12th  instant,  for  Key  West,  intending 
to  establish  a post  at  Caloosahatchie,  to  prevent  sup^ 
plies  being  taken  to  the  Indians,  and  he  intended 
cruising  around  as  far  as  Tampa  Bay. 

The  boundary.  From  the  Maine  Democrat,  of 
the  20 th  inst.  We  understand  that  Mr.  Forsyth,  se- 
cretary of  state,  has  transmitted  to  governor  Fair- 
field,  the  communication  of  Mr.  Fox  to  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  relating  to  the  mission  of 
col.  Mudge  and  Mr.  Featherstonhaugh,  by  which  it 
would  seem  that  the  object  is  substantially  what  has 
been  alleged  in  the  English  papers.  The  British 
government  apprehending  that  the  negotiations  re- 
specting the  establishment  of  a joint  commission 
for  running  the  line  might  not  be  terminated  until 
near  the  close  of  the  present  year,  it  was  thought 
the  mean  time  might  be  profitably  spent  by  that  go- 
vernment in  making  a topographical  survey,  and  in 
acquiring  a more  intimate  knowledge  of  the  territo- 
ry in  dispute. 

Still  turlher — since  writing  the  foregoing,  we  have 
obtained  copies  of  the  following  correspondence 
which  has  taken  place  between  sir  John  Harvey  and 
governor  Fairfield: — 

Government  house,  Fredericton,  N.B.  Aug.  10,  1839. 

Major  general  sir  John  Harvey,  has  the  honor  to 
acquaint  governor  Fairfield  that  colonel  Mudge.  of 
the  royal  engineers  and  W.  G.  Featherstonhaugh, 
esq.  have  tfgen  dent  from  England  fdr  Che  purpH.de  of 


making  a topographical  examination  of  part  of  the 
disputed  territory  for  the  use  and  information  of  her 
majesty’s  government — and  sir  John  Harvey  dare 
not  allow  myself  to  entertain  any  doubt  that  the 
executive  of  Maine  will  willingly  co  operate  with 
that  of  this  province  in  doing  what  may  depend  upon 
them  respectively,  not  only  to  prevent  any  inter- 
ruption being  offered  to  proceedings  of  a character 
so  entirely  amicable,  and  so  purely  scientific,  but 
also  to  ensure  for  it  any  assistance  which  may  be  re- 
quired by  a commission,  the  result  of  whose  inqui- 
ries may  have  so  material  influence  in  expediting  the 
decision  of  the  pending  negotiation,  and  which  must 
therefore  be  regarded  with  an  equal  degree  of  inte- 
rest by  both  parties. 

The  commissioners  who  are  now  here  purpose  to 
commence  their  journey  about  the  20th  instant,  and 
to  proceed  in  the  first  instance  to  the  Great  Falls, 
and  thence  perhaps  in  a westerly  direction. 

Executive  department,  Saco , Aug.  16, 1839. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  excellency’s  note  of  the  10th  instant,  in- 
forming me  of  the  appoint ment,  by  the  British  go-4 
vernment,  of  Messrs.  Mudge  and  Featherstonhaugh 
“for  the  purpose  of  making  a topographical  exami- 
nation of  part  of  the  disputed  territory,  for  the  use 
and  information  of  her  majesty’s  government,”  &c. 
&c. 

Being  fully  convinced,  that  the  difficulties  suppo- 
sed by  the  British  government  to  be  involved  in  the 
pending  queslion  of  boundary  would  vanish  before 
a correct  topographical  knowledge  of  the  territory, 
I shall  not  only  offer  “no  interruption  to  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  commissioners”  which  you  describe 
as  “entirely  amicable”  and  “purely  scientific,”  and 
the  result  of  which  you  apprehend  may  have  “a 
material  influence  in  expediting  the  decision  of  the 
pending  negotiation,”  but  will,  with  great  pleasure, 
afford  the  commissioners  all  reasonable  facilities  in 
my  power,  for  the  prosecution  of  their  design. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your 
excellency’s  obedient  servant, 

John  Fairfield,  gov.  of  Maine. 

His  excellency,  maj.  gen.  sir  John.  Harvey, 

Lt.  gov.  province  of  N.  B. 

The  Indian  frontier.  The  Little  Rock,  Ark. 
Times  of  the  22d,  contains  the  following: — “Ru- 
mor, with  her  10,000  tongues,  has  been  busy  for 
the  last  few  days  in  spreading  reports'concerning 
hostilities  among  the  Indians,  threatened  attack 
upon  the  arsenal  at  Fort  Gibson,  &c.  84c.  By  pas- 
sengers who  arrived  here  in  the  steamer  Cherokee, 
yesterday  morning,  however,  we  learn  that  there  is 
a strong  probability  of  a fight  between  the  2 parties 
of  Cherokees,  on  account  of  the  late  murder  of 
Ridge,  the  chief  of  the  emigrants.  Ross’s  party 
lately  held  a council,  proposed  terms  of  peace  and 
unity,  which  the  Ridge,  or  Brown  (the  present 
chief)  party  would  not  accept,  and  they  were  to 
hold  a council  to  day,  which  Ross  had  forbidden; 
and  it  was  expected  he  would  interrupt  their  deli- 
berations; in  which  case,  a resort  to  arms  would 
immediately  follow.  It  is  said  several  of  the  chief 
men  of  the  Brown  party  have  declared  that  peace 
shall  not  be  resorted  until  Ross  i3  killed.  It  is  also 
stated  that  gen.  Arbuckle  has  called  on  col.  Dren- 
nen,  of  Van  Buren,  to  have  his  company  of  75  vo 
lunteers  in  readiness  at  a moment’s  warning,  on 
which  account  col.  Drennen  has  sent  to  this  place 
for  a quantity  of  arms,  ammunition,  &c.  Another 
rumor  is,  that  the  ladies  have  all  been  requested  to 
leave  Fort  Gibson,  in  order  to  prepare  forthe  worst. 
The  last,  and  the  most  improbable  of  all  is,  that 
the  Brown  party,  or  old  emigrants  have  threatened 
to  break  open  the  arsenel  at  Fort  Gibson,  in  order 
to  furnish  themselves  with  arms  and  ammunition 
for  their  protection  against  the  Ross  party;  making 
as  an  excuse,  that  the  United  States  were  bound  to 
project  them. 

This,  be  it  remembered,  is  all  rumor,  and  we  give 
it  to  our  readers  as  we  get  it. 

The  late  massacre  in  the  west.  The  ac- 
count of  the  Indian  massacre  in  the  upper  country 
is  confirmed  by  the  arrival  of  the  Malta  from  St. 
Peter’s.  Our  fellow  citizens,  colonel  Nealley  and 
Jeremiah  Lamson  and  lady,  visited  the  battle 
ground  a few  days  after  the  fight,  and  have  furnish- 
ed us  with  the  following  additional  particulars, 
which,  in  their  details,  do  not  essentially  vary  from 
what  was  before  stated.  It  appears  that  three  or 
four  hundred  Sioux  were  encamped  near  Fort 
Snelling,  and,  while  there,  about  the  same  number 
of  Chippewas  came  to  the  fort  on  business.  Dur- 
ing the  time  they  were  thus  near  each  other,  it  was 
proposed  that  they  should  enter  into  a treaty  of 
peace,  one  condition  of  which  was  that  all  hostili- 
ties between  these  two  tribes  should  cease  for  one 
y’dar.  To  show  their  gHdd  will,  ‘the  Chipftewas* 


made  a feast,  to  which  they  invited  the  Sioux;  at 
this  feast  a number  of  their  favorite  dogs  were  serv- 
ed up,  which,  although  it  may  not  be  considered  a 
very  palatable  dish  to  the  white  man,  is  nevertheless 
looked  upon  as  a mark  of  the  highest  respect  and 
confidence  on  the  part  of  the  natives  of  the  forest, 
and  is  set  down  as  one  of  their  greatest  luxuries. 
Alter  smoking  the  pipe  of  peace,  and  having  settled 
their  business,  the  Chippewas  made  preparations 
to  leave.  The  Sioux  then  escorted  them  a few 
miles,  and,  before  separating,  some  of  the  chiefs  of 
the  Chippewa  tribe  informed  a few  of  the  head  men 
of  the  Sioux  that  they  had  a few  bad  men  in  their 
tribe,  for  whose  conduct  they  could  not  be  respon- 
sible. They  separated  in  apparently  good  faith. 
Soon  after,  one  of  these  bad  men,  or  pilferers,  as 
they  are  called,  in  the  Chippewa  tribe,  fell  in  the 
rear.  On  the  prairie  he  discovered  a Sioux,  who 
was  hunting  with  a boy;  the  boy  was  by  some 
means  unperceived  by  the  Chippewa;  the  latter 
then  took  aim  and  shot  down  the  Sioux,  and  im- 
mediately ran  up  and  scalped  his  victim.  In  the 
mean  time  the  boy  hid  himself  in  the  grass,  but, 
lifter  the  Chippewa  had  gone,  he  ran  to  the  fort  and 
gave  the  alarm.  The  Sioux  then  mustered  arid 
pursued  the  main  body  of  the  Chippewas.  They 
soon  came  upon  their  rear,  which  consisted  mostly 
of  women  and  children— the  warriors  being  on  a 
hunting  excursion,  considerably  in  advance — and 
the  work  of  death  commenced.  This  was  near 
Rum  river,  about  twenty  miles  from  Fort  Snelling. 
At  this  place  they  killed  about  170,  without  much 
resistance.  In  the  mean  time  they  had  sent  an  ex- 
press to  Crow's  Village,  about  nine  miles  below 
Fort  Snelling,  where  there  were  about  70  Sioux 
warriors,  with  orders  for  them  to  pursue  a smaller 
band  of  Chippewas  who  had  gone  toward  the  head 
of  Lake  St.  Croix,  which  is  about  twenty-five 
miles  length.  This  party  arrived  at  the  head  of  the 
lake  that  evening,  but,  perceiving  two  white  men 
among  the  Chippewas,  they  concluded  not  to  make 
an  attack  until  morning,  at  which  time  they  hoped 
to  show  the  w’hite  men  that  it  was  not  they  whose 
blood  they  craved.  In  the  morning,  having  ascer- 
tained at  which  end  of  the  camp  the  white  men 
were  stationed,  they  commenced  their  attack  at  the 
opposite  end.  The  white  men  immediately  ran 
out  of  the  range  of  the  slaughter,  and  became  pas- 
sive spectators  of  the  fight.  Here  the  Sioux  met 
with  greater  resistance  than  was  experienced  by 
their  other  party  at  Rum  river,  having  to  carry  off 
the  ground  about  15  or  20  of  their  warriors  who 
had  been  killed  or  wounded  in  the  affray.  The 
loss  of  the  Chippewas  at  this  place  amounted  to 
about  30.  The  Sioux  are  now  making  prepara- 
tions to  receive  a visit  from  the  Chippewas  of  a 
warlike  nature.  Should  these  tribes  come  into 
general  collision  as  combatants,  the  conflict  will  be 
dreadful,  as  they  are  both  powerful,  although  the 
Chippewas,  including  the  Canada  tribes,  are  far 
more  numerous  and  powerful  than  the  Sioux. 

The  description  of  the  appearance  of  the  “battle 
field,”  eight  days  after  the  slaughter,  is,  as  all  such 
descriptions  must  be,  most  revolting  to  the  sensi- 
bilities of  humanity.  Although  the  fox,  and  the 
crow,  and  the  vulture,  had  all  their  glut  of  human 
flesh,  the  blood,  and  the  split  skulls,  and  the  car- 
casses were  there  to  tell  the  terrific  story.  Many 
of  the  ornaments,  tomahawks,  &c.  of  the  slain  were 
brought  away  from  this  scene  of  carnage  by  those 
who  visited  the  place. 

The  mayor  of  Baltimore.  We  take  great 
pleasure  in  copying  from  the  American  of  Thursday 
morning  the  subjoined  well  deserved  tribute  to  the 
mayor  ofthis  city.  There  is,  perhaps,  no  officer  in 
whom  the  qualities  of  personal  courage,  promptness 
and  energy  are  so  requisite  as  the  mayor  of  a large 
city.  It  is  in  times  of  tumult,  when  the  peace  of 
the  public  is  endangered,  and  men  seek  to  rally- 
round  one  in  whose  courage  and  conduct  all  have 
confidence,  that  the  value  of  such  an  officer  is  felt. 
How  soon,  alas!  does  the  sunshine  of  security  and 
calmness  dissipate  the  feelings  which  have  been 
engendered  in  the  hour  of  difficulty  and  trial. 

[Balt.  Chronicle. 

“Now  that  all  excitement  has  in  a measure  sub- 
sided concerning  the  late  event  in  Aisquith  street, 
we  may  notice  the  prudent,  yet  active  and  energe- 
tic measures  of  the  mayor  on  that  occasion  with  the 
commendation  they  deserve.  That  the  city  is  mainly 
indebted  to  this  officer  for  preservation  from  the 
spirit  of  disorder  and  lawlessness  which  threatened 
to  confound  all  rights,  both  of  conscience  and  of 
property,  few  will  be  disposed  to  deny  who  have 
observed  the  manner  in  which  riots  are  generated. 
The  process  is  gradual:  groups  gather  on  the  scene 
of  excitement  to  gratify  curiosity,  in  the  first  place 
by  inspecting  the  spot,  and  secondly  to  see  what 
others  intend  to  do.  The  collection  of  a few  invites 
a Cdncdurse  o'f  many;  eath  night  the  fathering  Be- 
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comes  larger;  the  matter  is  talked  over  with  all  its  ( 
exaggerations;  the  love  ol'  excitement  grows  strong- 
er, and  hundreds,  who  would  shrink  from  offering 
violence  themselves,  find  that  they  are  not  averse  to 
witness  it  in  others.  A single  missile,  thrown  in 
wantonness,  perhaps,  by  a boy,  may  now  serve  to 
provoke  loud  huzzas,  and  be  the  signal  of  general 
disorder,  which,  once  begun,  grows  by  what  it  feeds 
on,  spreads  throughout  the  multitude,  and  hurries 
on  to  the  wildest  excesses.  Prompt  and  decisive 
measures,  such  as  have  been  those  of  mayor  Leakin 
on  this  occasion,  if  taken  at  the  opening  stage  of  the 
disorder,  evincing  a determination  to  sustain  the 
laws,  will  have  the  effect  of  intimidating  the  few 
who  are  really  vicious,  of  fixing  the  doubtful,  of 
confirming  tne  neutral,  and  of  giving  confidence  and 
energy  to  the  friends  of  order.  We  are  sure  that  in 
this  community,  at  least,  there  will  not  be  wanting 
men  enough  and  to  spare,  in  any  such  hour  of  dan- 
ger, to  fly  to  the  standard  of  the  laws,  whenever 
the  appeal  is  made  from  the  proper  source  in  a voice 
that  bespeaks  a determined  and  courageous  spirit.” 


The  debts  of  the  several  states. — A valu- 
able table  upon  this  subject,  as  presented  by  Mr. 
Flagg,  the  late  comptroller  of  New  York,  was  some- 
time since  published  in  the  Albany  Argus.  The 
subjoined  statistical  table  comprises  ils  leading  fea- 
tures: 


Maine, 

Massachusetts, 
New  York, 
Pennsylvania, 
Maryland,  . 
Virginia, 

South  Carolina, 
Alabama, 
Louisiana,  . 
Tennessee, 
Kentucky  . 
Ohio, 

Indiana, 

Illinois,  . 
Missouri,  . 
Mississippi,  . 
Arkansas,  . 
Michigan, 


$554,976 

4.200.000 
18,262,406 
27,306,870 
11,492,980 

6,662,089 

5,753,670 

10,800,000 

23.735.000 
7,148,166 

7.360.000 

6.101.000 

11.890.000 

11.600.000 

2.500.000 

7.000. 000 

3.000. 000 

5.340.000 


Total $170,086,179 

The  objects  for  which  the  above  loans  were  au- 
thorised, are  thus  classified  in  another  table: 

For  banking,  . . . $53,640,000 

For  canals,  . . . 60,201,541 

For  rail  roads,  . . . 42,871,0S4 

For  turnpikes  and  roads,  . 6,213,958 

For  miscellaneous  objects,  . 8,474,683 


Value  of  the  property  of  the  New  York  cor- 
poration. From  the  Evening  Star. 

No.  Value.  Income.  Pr.  c t. 


1.  At  Brooklyn,  under 

lease  16  years  72,500  00 

2.  At  Wilmingsburg,  4,000  00 

3.  Hallett’s  Cove,  4,000  00 

4. 86th  street,  4,000  00 

5.  City  lots  in  lower 
wards,  most  of  them 
leased,  to  run  from 
3 to  20  years,  and  to 

be  renewed,  1,274,250  00 

6.  City  lots  in  use  of 

the  fire  department,  130,550  00 

7.  Public  markets  1,167,820  00 

8.  Wharves,  piers  & 
slips — 

East  river,  1,098,000 
North  river,  665,000 


2,744  49  — 
190  00  — 
90  00  3 


25,576  25  2 


33,600  60  2 8-10 


1,763,000  00 

9.  Property  from  23d 
to  42d  street  1,680,350  00 

10.  Do.  north  of  42d 

street,  1,160,500  00 

11.  Value  of  quit  rents 

of  city  lots  9,876  00 

12.  Do.  do.  of  common 

lands  6,773  20 

13.  Property  Halls  of 

Justice  376,000  00 

14.  Do.  public  lands 

and  places  7,865,000  00 

15.  Value  of  quit  rents 

of  water  grants  245,293  00 


91,003  80  5 


463  92  41-2 
338  66  5 


12,264  00  5 


$15,563,912  20  $166,192  82 
The  title  to  most  of  the  above  property  to  the  corpo- 
ra on  is  for  public  use  only;  therefore  they  can  give  no 
title  to  such  part  of  it. 


Pennsylvania.  The  Harrisburg  Reporter  of 
Friday  says  that  no  offer  was  made  for  the  Pennsyl- 
vania state  loan  of  two  million  and  fifty-four  thou- 
sand dollars,  authorised  by  the  act  of  the  legislature, 
receivable  on  that  day,  and  for  the  purpose  of  car-’ 
tying  on  the  works  authorised  by  the  internal  im- 
provement law  of  last  session. 


From  the  same  paper  we  learn  that  the  amount 
of  tolls  received  on  the  canals  and  rail  roads  of  the 
commonwealth  si..ce  the  opening  of  navigation  up 
to  August  15,  1839,  was  $671,215  39 

Received  in  1838,  up  to  August  18,  561,801  73 

Increase,  $109,413  66 

The  whole  amount  of  foils  for  1837  was  $975,340 
44,  and  for  last  year  $991,242  42,  being  an  excess 
over  the  previous  year  of  $15,901  98.  notwithstand- 
ing the  breach  at  Hollidaysburg.  The  tolls  of  the 
present  year,  it  is  supposed,  may  reach  $1,300,000. 
Next  year,  under  the  influence  of  the  completion  ol 
the  Tide  Water  canal,  the  tolls  will  be  greatly  in- 
creased, and  returns  will  then  begin  to  be  received1 
on  the  cost  of  the  North  and  West  Branch  canals, 
the  coal  regions  bordering  on  which  will  be  opened 
to  an  Atlantic  market. 

Editorship.  At  a dinner  recently  given  by  the 
Newspaper  Press  Benevolent  Association,  in  Lon- 
don, lord  Lyndhurst  in  the  course  of  an  excellent 
speech  made  the  following  remarks  concerning  the 
office  of  an  editor. 

•‘It  had  by  degrees,  and  in  the  progress  of  time, 
become  a great  and  an  important  profession — it 
united  within  itself  numerous  individuals  of  great 
acquirements,  of  great  vigour  of  intellect,  and  of 
great  and  commanding  talent.  He  knew  that  many 
persons  entertained  a different  opinion;  he  knew 
that  many  thought  that  a moderate  share  of  talent 
was  sufficient;  that  opinion  w'ould  only  result  lrom 
an  ignorance  of  what  the  profession  really  was;  and 
he  would  say  to  the  person  who  so  thought,  al- 
though the  individual  might  himself  be  enlighted, 
although  he  might  have  some  portion  of  literary 
attainments,  he  would  say  to  him,  ‘try  your  hand.' 
(cheers.)  He  would  say,  ‘write,  or  attempt  to 
write,  on  some  important  and  popular  subject  of 
the  day  a leading  article  for  a leading  newspaper,’ 
atid  he  (lord  L.;  was  satisfied  that,  if  such  a person 
made  the  attempt,  whatever  his  impressions  might 
previously  have  been,  his  notion  would  be  correct- 
ed. Still,  it  was  supposed  by  some  that  a person 
of  ordinary  literary  attainments  was  competent  to 
fill  any  office  on  the  press.  Never  was  an  opinion 
more  unfounded  or  more  fallacious.  If  they  took 
the  department  to  which  he  had  already  adverted — 
the  leading  article — it  required  a combination  of 
qualifications  that  was  extraordinary;  the  writer 
must  be  acquainted  with  the  law  and  with  the  con- 
stitution ol  this  country  in  no  moderate  degree;  he 
must  be  well  informed  in  the  history  of  his  country; 
he  must  know  something  of  the  constitution  of  the 
different  states  of  Europe;  he  must  be  conversant 
with  the  history  of  the  world;  he  must  possess  a 
ready  apprehension,  great  facility  of  argument,  and 
a style  clear,  vigorous  and  manly,  with  ‘words  that 
burn,’ in  order  successfully  to  hold  his  situation. 
(Cheers.)  Were  these  qualifications  of  an  ordina- 
ry character?  Of  this  he  waspersuaded,  that  if  the 
proprietors  of  a newspaper  lost  the  individuals  who 
was  accustomed  to  write  the  leading  article,  no- 
thing was  so  difficult  as  to  supply  the  deficiency. 
Encouragements  were  not  wanting,  but  the  indivi- 
dual could  not  easily  be  found.” 

Mr.  Adams  and  the  Massachusettslicense 
law.  We  copy  from  the  first  number  of  the  Liber- 
al, a journal  recently  established  in  Boston,  the  fol- 
lowing interesting  letter  ol  Mr.  Adams,  on  the  li- 
cense law7.  It  contains  sentiments  which  cannot  but 
commend  themselves  to  moderate  and  liberal  men 
of  all  parties  in  the  state,  and  we  cannot  but  hope 
that  the  importunate  controversy  on  this  subject  will 
be  ultimately  adjusted  in  the  spirit  indicated  by  Mr. 
Adams: 

Quincy , 22 d June,  1839. 
Hemy  Williams,  esq.  Boston. 

Sir — Your  letter  of  the  22d  inst.  has  been  receiv- 
ed with  respectful  consideration.  The  supposition 
that  my  opinion  upon  topics  which  are  w’armly  con- 
troverted throughout  the  commonwealth,  and  which 
divide  at  once,  the  sentiment  and  intellect  of  the 
whole  people,  may  be  of  any  w-eight,  is  so  flattering 
that  it  claims  from  me,  and  meets  only  the  kindest 
and  most  grateful  return. 

But  to  form  and  express  an  opinion  upon  the  con- 
stitutionality and  expediency  of  a measure  which 
after  long  deliberation  and  ample  discussion,  has  re- 
ceived the  sanction  of  two  successive  legislatures  of 
the  commonwealth,  would  require  a more  searching 
examination  both  of  principles  and  of  facts,  than  it 
has  been,  oris  in  my  power  at  this  time  to  apply. 

I see  that  the  purpose  ofthe  legislature  in  the  en- 
actment of  this  law,  is  in  the  highest  degree  pure, 
patriotic  and  benevolent.  It  is  to  promote  among 
the  people  of  the  comrnonw'ealth,  one  of  the  virtues, 
most  honorable  and  most  extensively  useful  to  the 
human  character — a virtue  in  which  is  laid  the  foun- 
dation of  all  the  rest. 


But  the  law,  instead  of  being  generally  satisfacto- 
ry, has  given  rise  to  great  discontent  among  the 
people,  and  two  evil  consequences  have  already 
manifested  themselves  in  the  very  short  time  since 
it  went  into  operation.  The  first  a spirit  of  con- 
certed and  determined  resistance  against  ils  execu- 
tion. The  second  a concerted  effort  to  turn  the  dis- 
satisfaction ofthe  people  with  this  law,  into  a polit- 
ical engine  against  the  administration  ofthe  state. 

With  regard  to  the  constitutional  powers  of  the 
legislature  to  enaci  the  law,  I must  reler  you  to  the 
tribunals  provided  by  the  constitution  itself,  for  the 
decision  of  all  such  questions.  I see  no  occasion  in 
this  case,  for  differing  from  them,  and  it  I did, 
should  deem  it  the  duty  of  a good  citizen  to  abide 
by  their  judgment  in  preference  to  my  own. 

There  is,  indeed,  no  duty  more  impressive  upon 
the  legislature,  than  that  of  accommodating  the  ex- 
ercise of  his  power  to  the  spirit  of  those  over  whom 
it  is  to  operate — Abstract  right,  d-  serving  as  it  is  of 
the  prolound  reverence  of  every  ruler  over  men,  is 
yet  nol  the  principle,  which  must  guide  and  govern 
his  conduct;  and  whoever  undertakes  to  make  it  ex- 
clusively his  guide,  will  soon  find  in  the  community 
a resistance,  that  will  overrule  him  and  his  prin- 
ciple. 

The  Supreme  Ruler  of  the  Universe  declares  him- 
self in  the  holy  scriptures,  that  in  dealing  with  the 
prevarications  of  his  chosen  people,  he  sometimes 
gave  them  statutes  that  were  not  good. 

Observing  the  excitement  occasioned  by  this  law 
last  summer,  alter  its  enactment,  and  before  it  went 
info  operation,  I entertained  the  hope  that  at  the 
late  session  ofthe  legislature,  it  would  have  under- 
gone some  modification  satisfactory  to  the  zealous 
promoters  of  temperance,  and  more  acceptable  to 
those  who  felt  aggrieved  by  its  restrictions.  I regret 
that  the  repeated  and  continued  efforts  to  that  effect 
were  not  successful.  I trust  they  will  be  more  so  at 
the  ensuing  session  of  the  legislature,  without  giv- 
ing to  intemperance  the  triumph  which  should  be 
exclusively  reserved  for  liberty. 

These  opinions  has  been  freely  given  because  it 
has  been  your  pleasure  to  ask  them.  I desire  not 
to  intrude  them  upon  the  public,  and  as  little  to  with- 
hold them,  if  they  may  be  deemed  in  any  manner, 
serviceable  to  the  community.  I am  very  respect- 
fully, sir,  your  obedient  serv’t. 

John  Quincy  Adams. 

Tobacco,  in  Mexico,  It  may  not  be  generally- 
known  that  in  Mexico  tobacco  is  one  of  those  arti- 
cles the  sale  of  which  is  monopolized  by  the  go- 
vernment. This  exclusive  privilege  it  usually 
rents  out  to  a company  of  speculators,  who  agree 
to  advance  a very  considerable  item  ol  the  stipulat- 
ed amount.  In  our  files  of  papers,  kindly  trans- 
mitted u s by  a military  friend  of  high  standing  in 
the  Mexican  army,  we  observe  a copy  ol  the  “con- 
tract” for  the  sale  of  this  ai tide  for  the  next  five 
years.  The  lessees  are  to  pay  the  government  six 
hundred  thousand  dollars  lor  the  first  three  years, 
and  seven  hundred  thousand  for  the  last  two.  The 
cultivation  of  tobacco  shall  be  permitted  only  in 
those  territories  designated  by  the  law  ol  15th  April 
1837.  In  Yucatan,  by  an  agreement,  the  cultiva- 
tion and  sale  of  it  shall  be  free,  with  liberty  to  ex- 
port it  abroad;  but  not  to  be  introduced  into  any 
other  department  of  the  republic  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  company,  and  in  the  quantities  desig- 
nated by  them.  The  duties  accruing  from  the  le- 
gal introduction  of  foieign  tobacco  are  to  be  paid 
to  them;  they  are  to  have  the  national  tobacco 
stores  in  all  the  departments  ot  the  republic  rent 
free;  and  any  losses  that  may  be  sustained  owing 
to  political  commotions,  the  one-halt  is  to  be  borne 
by  the  government.  [A.  Orleans  Bui. 

A discovery.  We  noticed  some  time  since  a 
discovery  made  in  France,  by  a Mr.  Dumont,  a 
printer,  by  means  of  which  copies  ol  books  and  en- 
gravings could  be  multiplied  to  an  indefinite  extent. 
The  process  consisted  in  spreading  a particular 
composition  over  the  page  or  sheet  to  be  reproduc- 
ed, and  then  spreading  it  upon -a  lithographic  stone, 
which  makes  an  impression  ot  the  print,  from 
which  thousands  of  copies  may  be  .pressed  upon 
paper.  This  discovery  it  appears  is  not  new. 

The  New  Bedford  Register  says: 

“We  claim  for  an  American  the  property  of  the 
discovery.  Though  it  may  have  been  original  with 
Mr.  Dupont,  it  is  certain  that  the  process  was 
known  to  one  individual  in  this  countiy  some  five 
or  six  years  ago.  With  that  individual,  who  now 
resides  at  Taunton,  we  have  enjoyed  a long  ac- 
quaintance; and  often  has  he  expressed  to  us  the 
unbounded  delight  with  which,  alter  five  yeais  or 
incessant  study ^ he  examined  the  result  ot  his  first 
successful  experiment.  The  picture  reproduced 
was  a bank  note, — but  notwithstanding  he  fineness 
of  the  engraving,  it  was  perfect  in  all  its  parts — 
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every  line  was  distinct,  and  the  signatures  so  na- 
tural, that  the  authors  would  have  sworn  them  their 
own.  We  do  not  know  that  he  has  applied  the  pro- 
cess to  the  reproduction  of  books,  but  can  perceive 
no  reason  why  it  would  not  be  equally  successful. 
The  means  employed  have  been  kept  perfectly  se- 
cret, “lest,”  to  use  the  language  of  the  discoverer, 
“the  world  should  become  rogues.” 

“Tne  same  person  is  also  the  discoverer  of  a 
tnethod  of  bank  note  printing,  which  defies  the  art 
Of  the  counterfeiter.  Some  years  since,  he  peti- 
tioned the  legislature  of  Massachusetts  for  an  act 
granting  him  tne  right  of  printing  to  the  banks. — 
He  went  before  a committee  of  the  honorable  body 
■ — showed  that  he  could  in  half  an  hour  reproduce 
the  notes  ol  any  bank,  and  also  that  the  notes, 
printed  according  to  Ids  method  could  neither  be 
reproduced  nor  counterfeited.  All  were  satisfied. 
One  of  the  committee,  however,  at  length  enquired 
of  the  ingenious  discoverer,  if  he  had  disclosed  to 
any  one  the  process  of  reproduction  Being  an- 
swered in  the  negative,  the  noble  minded  legislator 
remarked,  that  “as  the  petitioner  alone  was  ac- 
quainted w ith  the  art,  the  government,  should  coun- 
terleit  money  become  abundant,  would  know  where 
to  look  for  its  author!”  In  this  liberal  sentiment 
the  committee  agreed,  and  the  petition  was  dis- 
missed.” 

To  which  the  Taunton,  Mass.  Democrat,  adds: 

“We  recently  witnessed  the  operation  of  Mr. 
Joseph  Dixon,  the  gentleman  above  referred  to,  by 
which  old  books  and  engravings  may  be  reproduced. 
Mr.  D.  tore  a leaf  from  an  old  book,  and  in  about 
five  minutes  produced  an  exact  copy  of  the  same, 
without  injuring  the  original.  The  same  was  done 
with  a picture  taken  from  an  old  almanac.  We 
commend  this  subje  ct  to  the  attention  of  our  bank- 
ers. Mr.  Dixon  obtained  a patent  in  1822,  by 
which  bank  notes  and  business  paper  might  he 
made  secure  against  this  successful  mode  of  coun- 
terfeiting, but  we  believe  the  protection  offered, 
has  never  been  adopted  by  any  of  the  banks. 

Scruples.  At  a recent  trial  for  an  important 
case,  we  think  it  was  a charge  of  murder,  near 
Boston,  several  of  the  persons  called  to  the  jury 
box  were  excused  on  their  plea  that  they  could  not 
conscientiously  convict  a person  of  crime  that  in- 
volved capital  punishment.  In  the  charge  to  the 
jury,  alter  the  testimony  and  arguments  in  the  same 
case,  judge  Shaw  took  occasion  to  refer  to  the  cir- 
cumstance of  the  juror’s  plea  and  their  havino- 
been  excused  on  that  ground.  The  Boston  Times 
says:  [ Balt . Chrnn. 

The  general  course  of  his  argument  was,  that 
the  laws  are  made  by  the  community,  through  the 
legislature,  and  upon  questions  of  this  kind  must 
be  presumed  to  be  right,  by  the  individuals  of 
which  the  community  is  composed.  Should  they 
appear  afterwards  to  be  wrong,  the  legislature  can 
speedily  alter  and  correct  them;  but  so  long  as  they 
exist,  it  is  the  duty  of  all  to  obey,  and  the  proper 
officers  of  tile  law  to  enfore  them.  If,  in  a case  of 
capital  penishment,  a juror  has  a right  to  say  fig 
wili  not  enforce  the  law,  although  the  crime  may 
have  been  cleaily  committed,  then  it  follows  that 
the  judge  may  do  so;  or  the  sheriff  may  refuse  to 
arrest  or  i ..prison  the  murderer,  upon  the  same 
conscientious  scruple.  Further  than  this,  if  a 
juror  has  a right  to  set  aside  any  one  law,  because 
he  disapproves  of  the  principle  on  which  it  is 
founded,  or  the  punishmen!  to  which  it  would  lead, 
he  must  have  the  right  to  set  aside  any  other  or  all 
laws.  If  the  right  exists,  it  exists  without  the  li- 
mitation; and  the  general  exercise  of  such  a ri<H)t 
by  jurors  would  nullify  all  law,  and  make  void  the 
proceedings  of  courts  of  justice.  The  recognition 
of  such  a course  of  proceeding  by  jurors, '’would 
cause  much  confusion  in  the  minds  of  men,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  expediency  and  propriety  of  many  laws, 
that  it  would  be  difficult  to  empannel  a jury  or  pro- 
cure a conviction. 

The  jurors,  he  said,  were  not  liable  for  the  er- 
rors of  the  law,  or  for  its  existence  at  all.  They 
do  not  make  and  cannot  alter  it.  The  legislature 
must  do  that,  when  occasion  may  require.  The 
duty  of  a man,  as  an  individual,  was  to  endeavor  to 
have  the  laws  made  perfect,  and  to  obey  all  the 
laws  in  existence,  as  a good  citizen,  and  as  a juror 
or  officer,  to  enforce  them,  he  not  being  answerable 
for  the  consequences  that  may  ensue.  The  weight 
of  obligation  in  executing  important  laws,  re'sts 
not  upon  the  court  or  jury,  but  upon  the  legisla- 
ture which  enacled,  and  the  community  which, 
aware  of  the  impropriety,  allows  them  to  continue 
in  existence. 

He  said  he  regretted  that  he  had  allowed  the  ju- 
rors to  be  questioned  upon  the  point  whether  they 
would  render  a verdict,  or  nol,  according  to  the 
conscientious  scruples  upon  the  propriety  of  capi- 


questions  to  be  asked  again.  Every  citizen  was 
bound  to  perform  the  duty  of  a juror,  when  requir- 
ed to  do  so  according  to  law,  and  that  duty  only  re- 
quired him  to  say,  guilty  or  not  guilty,  according 
to  the  existing  law  and  the  evidence.  No  power 
could  be  assumed  by  a juror  to  make  or  alter  a law, 
nor  to  assume  the  executive  prerogative  of  pardon. 
The  duties  of  the  legislative,  judicial  and  execu- 
tive branches  of  the  government,  being  clearly  de- 
fined, one  could  not  usurp  the  powers  of  the  other. 

Progress  of  steam.  The  whole  river  Clyde 
is  indeed  at  this  momenta  scene  replete  with  inter- 
est to  the  man  who  is  interested  in  the  progress  of 
steam  navigation.  We  were  shown  a large  ship 
called  the  Achilles,  of  about  1,000  tons,  floating  in 
the  basin  of  a Mr.  Steel,  of  Greenock,  which  is  to 
contain  engines  of  about  the  size  of  the  British 
Queen,  and  which  we  were  also  shown  in  the  es- 
tablishment of  Messrs.  Laird  & Co. 

The  Achilles  is  a noble  and  symmetrical  vessel, 
rising  to  a great  height  out  of  the  water,  yet  stand- 
ing as  stiff  as  a castle,  and  her  engines  are  framed 
in  a colonnade  of  eight  Grecian  doric  columns  of 
gigantic  proportions,  carrying  an  entablature  which 
connects  the  two  engines  with  much  elegance.  I 
should  have  imagined  that  this  vessel  was  design- 
ed to  cross  the  Atlantic  or  Indian  ocean  at  least; 
but,  to  my  astonishment,  I found  her  merely  built 
as  one  of  the  magnificent  line  of  packets  between 
Liverpool,  Greenock  and  Glasgow,  to  ply  in  con- 
cert with  almost  equally  fine  vessels  called  the 
Actason,  Eagle,  Commodore,  &c. — vessels  so  large 
that  the  dock  gates  of  Liverpool  (to  the  shame  be 
it  said)  cannot  admit  the  largest;  and  barely  the 
others.  The  Achilles  will  form  a most  interesting 
experiment  in  regard  to  power.  The  proportion  of 
500  horses  to  1,000  tons  is  a proportion  unequalled 
in  the  world,  and  will  decide  some  important  ques- 
tions of  general  interest. 

There  is  another  experiment  of  equal  interest  at 
present  in  progess  in  the  Clyde.  The  Fire  King  is 
a vessel  of  very  peculiar  construction,  built  for 
Mr.  Ashton  Smith,  of  Wales,  as  a steam  yacht. 
The  midship  of  the  vessel  is  very  peculiar,  being  a 
plan  of  Mr.  Smith’s  invention,  and  the  water  lines 
adopted  are  those  of  which  you  have  repeatedly 
given  diagrams,  in  your  accounts  of  the  British 
association,  as  having  been  proposed  by  Mr.  Scott 
Bussell  to  admit  of  vessels  passing  through  the 
water  with  least  resistance.  This  experiment  is 
the  fourth  which  has  been  made  avowedly  upon 
this  form  of  water  line — the  two  first  having  been 
made  by  Mr.  Russell  himself  in  1834-5.  This  is 
the  largest  yet  tried,  the  vessel  being  660  tons,  and 
the  engines  200  horses  power;  and  although  the 
proportional  power  is  much  less  than  we  find  to  be 
in  general  use  on  the  Ctyde,  yet  this  singular  ves- 
sel is  now  the  fastest  vessel  afloat.  We  were  told 
by  a gentleman  who  was  on  board  at  one  of  her 
trials,  and  who  had  previously  been  prejudiced 
against  her  shape,  that  she  performed,  without  hav- 
ing set  a stitch  of  canvass,  the  measured  distance, 
in  rather  fresh  weather,  lSjf  miles  in  64  minutes, 
being  about  15  miles  an  hour  through  the  water. 
And  the  same  vessel  has  since  gone  from  Liver- 
pool to  Greenock,  and  from  Greenock  to  Liverpool 
each  way,  in  less  than  15  hours,  each  way  without 
canvass  in  fresh  blowing  weather,  being  about  a 
rate  of  fifteen  miles  an  hour.  This  vessel  we  saw 
lying  alongside  the  British  Queen,  and  although 
she  seemed  very  diminutive  in  comparison,  yet  she 
appears  elegantly  shaped,  and  the  part  of  herabove 
water  has  the  form  of  an  excellent  sea  boat.  We 
are  told  she  has  great  capacity  for  carrying  cargo, 
and  would  have  been  repeatedly  bought  as  a mer- 
chant steamer,  had  not  the  owner  wished  to  retain 
her  as  a yacht. 

We  were  also  shown  a large  steam  ship  at  Green- 
ock for  the  Indian  Steam  Navigation  company  by 
the  cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  several  large  steam 
frigates  tilting  up  for  government,  besides  prepara- 
tions for  large  steam  ships  for  the  Halifax  and  Lon- 
don mail  communications.  But  I must  not  extend 
further  the  notice  of  these  preparations. 

[ Glasgow  Argus,  July  1. 


Important  improvement  in  railway  car- 
riages. We  observed  in  the  Courier  and  Enquir- 
er of  the  23d  inst.  a communication  from  the  pen  of 
Mr.  Robert  Grant,  of  Baltimore,  on  the  subject  of 
rail  road  carriages.  The  article  contains  much  va- 
luable information  on  the  subject  of  rail  roads  and 
carriages  for  steam  power,  pointing  out  their  de- 
fects, and  proposing  a remedy  which  must  strike 
every  one,  who  is  in  the  least  acquainted  with  the 
principles  of  mechanics,  as  being  full  and  effective. 

We  have  been  aware,  for  some  time  past,  of  the 
existence  of  serious  difficulties  attendant  upon  the 

- . . , j ,-.  | present  system  of  rail  road  carriages.  Any  one 

tal  punishments.  He  should  never  allow  such  I who  has  ridden  on  a rail  road  at  the  rate  of  twenly 


miles  an  hour,  must  have  felt  the  disagreeable  jar, 
and  short  twitching  vibration,  caused  by  the  lateral 
motion  of  the  car  wheels  upon  the  rails;  also,  the 
contracted  width,  and  immense  length  of  the  cars, 
must  have  been  observed,  dependant  upon  the  nar- 
row track.  It  is  impossible  to  remedy  these  de- 
fects while  the  present  system  is  adhered  to;  and 
apart  from  all  advantage  to  stockholders,  the  pub- 
lic, who  have  that  interest  in  rail  roads  which  con- 
venience and  comfort  require, demand  the  adoption 
of  some  safe  and  commodious  principle,  if  it  is  of- 
fered upon  reasonable  terms,  to  the  directors  and 
engineers  of  the  different  rail  roads  in  our  country. 

The  principle  Mr.  Grant  ha3  perfected.  Mr. 
Daniel  Dodge,  at  Lovejoy’s  hotel,  in  this  city,  or 
the  inventor  at  Hoboken,  in  New  Jersey,  are  pre- 
pared to  show  the  effective  operation  of  this  pro- 
posed new  arrangement  of  tracks  and  railways. 
Mr.  Grant  has  been  at  the  expense  of  building  a 
circular  railway  in  Hoboken,  and  placing  on  it  a 
section  of  cars,  to  illustrate  more  fully  the  opera- 
tion of  his  plan.  Curves  of  any  radii  can  be  turn- 
ed by  thi3  combination,  and  the  lateral  motion  is  en- 
tirely overcome.  A tract  of  any  width  can  be 
made,  and  large  roomy  cars  substituted  for  the  con- 
tracted and  inconvenient  ones  now  in  use. 

[ Sunday  Morning  News. 

The  Liverpool.  The  following  extracts  from 
the  log  book  of  the  steamer  Liverpool  furnish  some 
of  the  particulars  of  her  voyage: 

August  1st — Wind  N.  S.  W.  2 P.  M.  cast  off 
moorings  and  proceeded  down  the  river. 

2d — W.  N.  W.  185  miles;  fresh  breezes  and 
cloudy;  W.  with  heavy  rain. 

3d— W.  S.  W.  186  miles,  lat.  51  25  N.  Ion.  9 16 
W.  strong  breezes  and  cloudy,  W.  with  a heavy 
westerly  swell. 

4th — W.  N.  W.  170  miles,  lat.  51  24  N.  Ion.  14  6 
W.  strong  breezes  from  W.  spoke  the  Gansbrooke, 
for  Belfast. 

5th— W.  N.  N.  W.  170  miles,  lat.  50  45  N.  long. 
18  20  W.  fresh  breezes  and  cloudy,  with  heavy 
cross-sea. 

6th — N.  by  W.  165  mile3,  lat.  50  18  N.  long.  21 
33  W.  do.  weather,  with  continued  heavy  rain. 

7th — W.  N.  W.  180  miles,  lat.  49  31  N.  long.  25 
54  W.  heavy  gales  from  W.  S.  W.  Midnight,  tre- 
mendous gale  from  S.  W.  with  rising  sea. 

8th — S.  W.  to  N.  W.  140  miles,  lat.  48  54  N.  long. 
29  25  W.  hard  gale  with  tremendous  sea.  Passed 
a vessel  under  close  reefed  main  topsail  and  reefed 
foresail;  barometer  fell  from  30°  20°  to  29°  25°. 

9th — W.  by  S.  W.  150  miles,  lat.  48  23  N.  long. 
32  05  W.  More  moderate  weather,  with  heavy 
sea;  passed  a large  ship  standing  E. 

10th— W.  S.  W.  180  miles,  lat.  47  43  N.  long. 
36  45  W.  Fresh  breezes,  and  thick,  gloomy  wea- 
ther. Heavy  head  sea. 

11th— S.  S.  W.  200  miles,  lat.  47  22  N.  long.  41 
20  W.  Moderate  breeze  with  dense  fog,  ther- 
mometer fell  suddenly  from  59  to  52. 

12th — S.  W.  to  W.  180  miles,  lat.  46  28  N.  long. 
45  W.  Dense  fog — daylight  cleared  a little,  spoke 

the  Rainbow,  21  days  from  Bristol,  for  Quebec 

she  reported  having  met  with  very  severe  weather. 

13th — W.  N.  W.  200  miles,  lat.  45  01  N.  lon°\ 
49  20  W.  Thick  foggy  weather,  spoke  barque 
Cumberland,  from  Liverpool,  14th  July. 

14th — W.  N.  W.  N.  W.  225  miles,  lat.  43  43  N. 
long.  53  57  W.  Thick  and  foggy,  spoke  American 
ship  General  Washington,  from  Liverpool,  17th 
July. 

15th — N.  W.  by  W.  243  miles,  lat.  42  45  N.  lon°\ 
58  58  W.  Light  winds  and  clear  weather. 

16th — S.  and  E.  212  miles,  lat  42  05  N.  long.  64 
W.  Moderate  breeze  and  clear  weather — meridian 
strong  gale  with  heavy  rain. 

17th— S.  E.  and  N.  W.  by  W.  220  miles;  lat.  40 
20  N.  long.  67  11  W.  Strong  breezes,  with  heavy 
rain,  and  cleared  off,  wind  shifting  to  N.  W.  by  W. 

18th— W.  by  S.  245  miles,  lat.  40  20. 


Cotton.  From  the  London  Morning  Chronicle  of 
Saturday,  July  20.  It  has  constantly  been  asserted 
by  many|of  our  contemporaries  both  in  the  country 
and  in  London,  that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
had  monopolized  the  whole  cotton  trade,  by  making 
advances  upon  the  article  in  America,  and  trans- 
mitting it  to  their  supposed  agents  at  Liverpool, 
Messrs.  Humphreys  and  Biddle.  We  have  now’ 
an  opportunity  of  furnishing  a list  of  the  names  of 
all  the  persons  who  have  received  shipments  of  cot- 
ton, with  the  amount  in  bales.  The  statement  is 
from  January  1 to  July  1,  the  half  year,  and  refers 
to  Liverpool  exclusively. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  gross  amount  of  imports 
during  that  period  was  559,309  bales,  of  which 
35,149  bales  only  were  received  by  Messrs.  Hum- 
phreys and  Biddle;  but  the  item  of  shipments  to 
order  amounts  to  96,664  bales,  a large  portion  of 
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winch,  we  are  quite  ready  to  admit,  was  perhaps 
sent  to  that  firm.  However,  it  is  quite  clear  that 
there  has  been  no  monopoly,  for  no  less  than  sixty- 
four  other  establishments  are  set  down  at  more  than 
Messrs.  Humphreys  and  Biddle.  The  annexed  is 
the  statement  in  detail,  which  is  of  general  use  and 
interest,  unconnected  with  the  point  in  question: 


Bales. 

Messrs.  W.  & J.  Brown  & Co.  44.568 

“ Molyneux,  Witherby  &.  Co.  40,611 

“ Humphreys  & Biddle  35,149 

“ Roskell,  Ogden  & Co.  31,528 

“ Purton,  Parker  & Co.  28,623 

“ J.  Ho) ford  & Co.  26,452 

“ Todd,  Jackson  & Co.  21,609 

“ Dennestoun  & Co.  21.205 

“ Collman  & Stolterforth  18,326 

“ Baring,  Brothers  16,156 

“ J.  Maury  & Co.  15,295 

“ F.  de  Lizardi  & Co.  11,942 

“ Waddington,  Holt  & Co.  10,181 

" Taleur,  Son  & Co.  10,166 

“ Rathbone,  Brothers  10,062 

“ Wildes,  Pickersgill  & Co.  8,60o 

“ Reid,  Irving  & Co.  8,240 

“ Fountain  & Prince  5,992 

“ Mure  & Co.  4,656 

“ Hagan,  Magee  & Co.  4,503 

“ Magniac,  Smith  & Co.  4,391 

“ George  Green  & Son  3,977 

Mr.  Pontz  3,770 

Messrs.  McCalmont,  Brothers  3,656 

“ Wilson,  Hallett  & Co.  3,400 

“ Dawson  & Co.  2,900 

Mr.  J.  Crook  2,908 

Mr  J.  Oxley  2,690 

Messrs.  Wainwright  & Co.  2,347 

Mr.  W.  Gilliat  2,172 

Messrs.  Zwilchenbart  &.  Co.  2,029 

Mr.  J.  J.  Palmer  1,987 

Messrs.  Evans  & Trokes  1.876 

Mr.  A.  Taylor  1,764 

Messrs.  Ewart,  Myers  & Co.  1,699 

Mr.  J.  Turner  1,671 

Messrs.  B.  Smith  & Co.  1,506 

“ Magniac,  Smith  & Co.  1,499 

Mr.  W.Forde  1,325 

Messrs.  Tennant,  Clow  & Co.  1,314 

“ T.  & S.  Cassin  1,236 

“ Carmon,  Miller  & Co.  1,173 

Mr.  W.  Stuart  1,143 

Mr.  J.  O.  Johnson  983 

Messrs.  Metley,  Pravost  &.  Co.  952 


Health  of  New  Orleans.  From  the  1st  to 
the  17th  August  inclusive  there  were  231  burials  in 
the  Potter’s  Field,  of  whom  143  are  reported  to 
have  died  of  yellow  fever.  In  the  Protestant  ce- 
metery there  were  9 burials  from  the  1st  to  the  17th 
all  of  yellow  fever.  In  the  Catholic  cemeteries 
there  were  24  burials  during  the  same  period — of 
which  only  one  was  a case  of  yellow  fever. 

The  council  of  the  first  municipality  have  ap 
pointed  two  physicians  and  two  druggists  in  each 
ward,  who  are  to  attend  gratuitously  on  indigent 
people,  attacked  by  the  yellow  fever  now  so  pre- 
valent in  that  city. 

Health  of  Charleston  S.  C.  From  the  Cou- 
rier of  the  22d  inst.  we  learn  that  out  of  seventy-one 
cases  of  yellow  fever,  brought  to  the  hospital  of  that 
city  from  the  1st  of  June  to  the  20th  of  August,  only 
sixteen  cases  terminated  fatally;  and  two  only  died, 
of  those  who  were  brought  to  the  hospital  so  early 
as  the  second  day  of  the  disease — the  other  fourteen 
having  been  sick  from  three  to  four  days  before  they 
were  taken  to  the  hospital.  These  facts  are  strong- 
ly in  favor  of  the  general  management  at  that  hos- 
pital, as  well  as  in  favor  of  promptitude  of  action,  in 
case  of  attack  by  the  disease. 

Russia.  Ari  important  change  in  the  currency 
of  Russia  has  just  been  effected  by  two  edicts  of 
the  emperor. 

1.  The  silver  ruble,  and  its  fractional  parts,  as 
now  in  circulation,  are  henceforth  to  be  recognized 
as  the  only  legal  measure  of  value  for  the  whole 
empire.  All  taxes  are  to  be  paid  in  this  currency, 
and  all  the  expenses  of  the  treasury  are  to  be  cal- 
culated therein: 

2.  The  existing  bank  notes  return  to  their  origi- 
nal destination:  that  is  to  say,  they  will  henceforth 
serve  as  a representative  of  value,  and  as  a means 
for  facilitating  commercial  intercourse;  their  value, 
however,  is  permanently  fixed  at  the  invariable 
price  of  350  paper  copecs  for  100  silver  copecs. 

3.  In  all  payments,  the  person  paying  has  the 
choice  of  paying  in  silver,  or  in  paper  at  the  rate  of 
350  copecs, 

4.  In  the  payment  of  importation  and  exporta- 
tion duties,  the  silver  ruble  wilt  continue  to  be 


reckoned  at  350  copecs  till  the  1st  of  January, 
1840. 

5.  All  government  accounts,  and  those  between 
private  individuals,  as  well  as  all  contracts  and 
dealing,  will  be  reduced  to  the  silver  valuation. 
The  latest  term  for  this  reduction,  throughout  the 
whole  empire,  is  fixed  for  the  first  of  January,  1840. 

6.  Russian  gold  coins  will  be  received  and  paid 
in  all  government  officers  with  an  agio  of  3 percent. 
Thus  the  imperial  of  10  rubles  in  gold  i3  to  be  cal 
culated  as  worth  10  rubles  and  30  copecs  in  silver. 

7.  Foreign  exchanges  and  prices  of  merchandize 
will  henceforth  be  quoted  in  silver  only. 

It  has  been  farther  resolved,  that,  from  the  first 
of  Janury,  1840,  a bank  for  deposite  ( caisse  de  de- 
pot) shall  be  established,  where  silver  may  be  paid 
in,  and  certificates  to  a corresponding  amount  given 
in  exchange,  which  will  always  be  payable  on  de- 
mand. To  this  establishment  merchants  will  be 
attached. 

The  next  mail  from  St.  Petersburg!)  will  already 
bring  the  exchange  lists,  with  the  quotations  on  the 
new  principle,  namely,  so  many  silver  copecs  for 
the  pound  sterling,  franc,  mark,  banco,  &c. 

[London  Courier  of  July  31. 

Usury  laws.  Example  being  more  prevailing 
than  precept,  we  ask  attention  to  the  annexed  law, 
recently  re-enacted  by  the  British  parliament,  vir- 
tually repealing  the  usury  laws  on  all  money  trans- 
actions o*her  than  on  loans  secured  by  real  estate- 
This  exception,  we  suppose  to  be,  a sacrifice  to 
lingering  prejudice,  which  time,  and  the  experi- 
ence of  the  benefits  of  this  law,  will  do  away. 
When  will  “the  most  intelligent  people  under  the 
sun,”  as  we  are  sometimes  pleased  with  being  call- 
ed, follow  so  wise  an  example. 

[iV.  Y.  American. 

A bill  instituted  an  act  to  amend , and  extend  until 
until  the  first  day  of  January  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  forty-two,  the  provisions  of  an  act 
of  the  first  year  of  her  present  majesty,  for  ex- 
empting certain  bills  of  exchange  and  promis- 
sory notes  from  the  operation  of  the  laws  relating 
to  usury. 

Whereas,  by  an  act  passed  in  the  first  year  of  the 
reign  of  her  present  majesty,  entitled,  an  act  to  ex- 
empt certain  bills  of  exchange  and  promissory  notes 
from  the  operation  of  the  laws  relating  to  usury,  it 
was  enacted,  that  bills  of  exchange  payable  at  or 
within  twelve  months  should  not  be  liable,  for  a 
limited  time,  to  the  laws  for  the  prevention  of  usury; 
and  whereas  the  duration  of  the  said  act  was  limited 
to  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  forty;  and  it  is  expedient  that  the  provi- 
sions of  the  said  act  should  be  extended:  be  it  there- 
fore enacted  by  the  queen’s  most  excellent  majesty, 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  lords  spir- 
itual and  temporal,  and  commons  in  this  present  par- 
liament assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 
that  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act  no  bill  of 
exchange  or  promissary  note  made  payable  at  or 
within  twelve  months  after  the  date  thereof,  or  not 
having  more  than  twelve  months  to  run,  nor  any 
contract  for  the  loan  or  forbearance  of  money, 
above  the  sum  often  pounds  sterling,  shall,  by  rea- 
son of  any  interest  taken  thereon  or  secured  there- 
by, or  any  agreement  to  pay  or  receive  or  allow  in- 
terest in  discounting,  negotiating,  or  transferring 
any  such  bill  of  exchange  or  promissory  note  be  void, 
nor  shall  the  liability  of  any  party  to  any  such  bill  of 
exchange  or  piomissory  note,  nor  the  liability  of  any 
person  borrowing  any  sum  of  moneyas  aforesaid  be 
affected  by  reason  of  any  statute  or  law  in  force  for 
the  prevention  of  usury;  nor  shall  any  person  or  body 
corporate,  drawing,  accepting,  endorsing,  or  sign- 
ing any  such  bill  or  note,  or  lending  or  advancing 
or  forbearing  any  money  as  aforesaid,  or  taking 
more  than  the  present  rate  oflegal  interest  in  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  respectively,  for  the  loan  or 
forbearance  of  money  as  aforesaid,  be  subject  to 
any  penalties  under  any  statute  or  law  relating  to 
usury, or  any  other  penalty  or  forfeiture:  any  thing  in 
any  law  or  statute  relating  to  usury,  or  any  other  law 
whatsoever  in  force  in  any  part  of  the  United  King- 
dom, to  the  contrary  notwithstanding:  provided  al 
ways,  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  extend  to 
the  loan  or  forbearance  of  any  money  upon  se- 
curity of  any  lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments, 
or  any  estate  or  interest  therein.  Provided  always, 
That  it  be  enacted,  that  nothing  in  this  act  contain- 
ed shall  be  construed  to  enable  any  person  or  per- 
sons to  claim  in  any  court  of  law  or  equity  more 
than  five  per  cent,  interest  on  any  account  or  on 
any  contract  or  engagement,  notwithstanding  they 
may  be  relieved  from  the  penalties  against  usury, 
unless  it  shall  appear  to  the  court  that  any  differ- 
ent rate  of  interest  was  agreed  to  between  the 
parties. 

II.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  enacted,  that  no- 
thing herein  contained  shall  extend  or  be  construed 


to  extend  *o  repeal  or  affect  any  statute  relating  to 
pawnbrokers,  but  that  all  laws  touching  and  con- 
cerning pawnbrokers  shall  remain  in  full  force  and 
effect,  to  al!  intents  and  purposes  whatsoever,  as  if 
this  act  had  not  been  passed. 

III.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  this  act  shall  continue 
in  force  until  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  forty-two. 

IV.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  this  act  may  be 
amended  or  repealed  by  any  act  to  be  passed  in  this 
session  of  parliament. 

Treaty  with  Sardinia.  The  Paris  corres- 
pondent of  the  New  York  Herald  writes  that  Mr. 
Niles  has  concluded,  at  Turin,  atrealy  between  the 
United  States  and  Sardinia,  which  promises  bene- 
ficial results  to  the  commerce  of  this  country.  The 
writer  «ays — 

By  this  treaty,  American  shipments,  such  as  cot- 
ton, tobacco,  and  colonial  produce,  which  hilherto 
have  only  found  their  way  into  Italy  through  the  cir- 
cuitous routes  of  the  English,  Dutch  and  French 
markets,  can  now  be  imported  direct  from  our  ports. 
Thus  a cause  of  unavoidable  expense  and  extra 
charges,  to  say  nothing  of  the  share  of  profit  retain- 
ed by  each  intermediary,  will  be  removed;  and  the 
difference  in  freight  alone,  will  suffice  to  create  an 
additional  consumption.  For  the  minor  ports  being, 
by  the  treaty,  opened  to  our  trade,  supplies  can  be 
sent  direct  to  places  hitherto  dependent  on  the 
Genoa  market;  and  it  is  worthy  of  notice,  that  these 
benefits  are  not  limited  to  the  Sardinian  dominions, 
but  will  open  a communication  w'itb  all  the  neigh- 
boring states  and  territories  bordering  the  Mediter- 
ranean. 

The  14th  article  of  the  treaty  is  wholly  new  in  its 
provisions;  it  secures  to  our  products,  and  to  those 
of  other  countries  imported  from  the  United  States, 
the  advantage  of  free  transit  from  Genoa,  to  all  coun- 
tries beyond  the  Sardinian  frontier;  and  further,  a 
free  transit  to  Genoa  for  the  productions  of  those 
countries  which  are  destined  for  the  United  States. — 
Thus  every  obstacle  is  removed  to  an  unfettered 
trade  with  Switzerland  and  the  south  ofGermany — 
every  facility  is  afforded  for  free  purchase  and  sale, 
the  only  condition  on  which  a mutually  profitable 
trade  can  be  carried  on, — and  the  productions  of  the 
respective  countries  can  reach  their  destined  mar- 
kets, wholly  untaxed. 

This  wise  and  liberal  concession,  on  the  part  of 
the  Sardinian  government,  not  only  opens  a new 
field  for  our  industry  and  commercial  enterprise  in 
the  interior  of  Europe;  it  has  also  effectually  estab- 
lished file  commercial  independence  of  Switzerland 
and  southern  Germany.  The  prohibitions,  transit 
duties,  and  various  embarrassments  which  have 
hitherto  placed  the  foreign  trade  of  those  countries 
at  the  mercy  of  intervening  powers,  must  now  be 
abolished  on  all  sides,  or  Genoa  will  exclusively  en- 
joy the  carrying  trade  between  Switzerland,  Ger- 
many and  upper  Italy,  and  foreign  nations. 

A Paris  broker  has  already  given  orders  for  the 
direct  importation  of  a few  cargoes  of  tobacco  from 
New  Orleans  to  Genoa,  to  be  carried  in  transitu, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  treaty,  to  countries  be- 
yond Sardinia.  This  is  a prompt  and  promising  re- 
sult for  the  planters,  and  orders  for  cotton  and  sugar 
will  soon  follow. 

Commercial  progress  in  Boston.  There  is 
in  the  last  number  of  Hunt's  Merchants'  Magazine, 
an  interesting  historical  and  commercial  sketchs  of 
Boston.  It  is  from  the  pen  of  Alden  Bradford,  the 
veteran  historian.  He  says  the  establishments  of  the 
federal  government  proved  highly  propitious  to  the 
commercial  pursuits,  and  nautical  enterprizes  were 
greatly  extended  by  her  ship  owners.  A large  num- 
ber of  vessels  were  built  in  1790,  here,  and  in  the 
ports  and  adjacent;  and  mechanics,  of  all  descrip- 
tions, found  constant  and  lucrative  employment. 
Within  the  last  half  century  Boston  has  greatly  in- 
creased in  population,  business,  and  wealth.  From 
15,000  in  1783,  and  18000  in  1790,  to  80,000  in 
1838  — The  buildings  are  now  generally  composed 
of  brick  and  granite  The  dwelling  houses  a spa- 
cious and  elegant,  and  many  large  and  splendid  pub- 
lic edifices  have  been  erected;  and  the  streets  have 
been  straightened,  widened,  and  improved.  Large 
tracts  of  land,  where  the  tide  water  formerly  flow- 
ed, have  been  redeemed,  and  are  now  covered  with 
buildings.  Bridges  have  been  built,  so  that  there 
are  now  seven  avenues  to  the  city  from  the  coun- 
try, where  formerly  there  was  only  one.  The 
wharves  have  been  extended  and  increased,  so  that 
there  is  probably  double  in  the  number  of  feet,  at 
present,  to  that  the  city  possessed  thirty-five  years 
since.  The  carrying  trade  has  proved  very  profita- 
ble to  the  merchants,  and  a great  many  vessels  are 
employed  in  it.  A large  branch  of  this  business  is 
the  freight  of  cotton  from  Charleston,  Savannah  and 
New  Orleans  to  Europe,  employing  ships  of  from 
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three  hundred  to  six  hundred  tons  burthen.  Ac- 
cording to  Pitlfiri,  ttie  tonnage  of  Boston,  in  1832, 
amounted  to  171,043;  next  to  New  York,  the  high- 
est in  the  United  States.  Philadelphia,  at  that  time, 
was  77,000;  New  Bedford,  70,000;  Baltimore  and 
Portland,  each,  47,000.  The  imports  into  Massa- 
chusetts, chieliy  Boston,  in  1821,  were  nearly  fif- 
teen millions;  into  New  York,  twenty-three  and  a 
half  millions  of  dollars.  In  1833  it  was  twenty  mil- 
lions in  Massachusetts,  and  eighty  millions  into  New 
York.  [N.  Y.  Express. 

Illinois.  The  supreme  court  of  Illinois  has 
just  decided  a case,  which,  for  some  time  past,  has 
created  great  political  excitement  in  that  state. 

During  the  last  session  of  the  Illinois  legislature, 
gov.  Carlin,  thinking  to  turn  Mr.  A.  P.  Field,  the 
secretary  of  state,  out  of  office,  nominated  in  his 
place  Mr.  J.  A.  McClernand,  a loco  loco.  The  no- 
mination was  laid  before  the  senate,  bat  that  body 
decided  that  the  governor  had  no  right  to  create  a 
vacancy  by  turning  out  Mr.  Field.  A bitter  con- 
troversy ensued  bet  ween  the  senate  and  his  excel- 
lency, and  was  kept  up  during  the  rest  of  the  ses- 
sion. After  the  adjournment,  the  governor  again 
assumed  the  prerogative  of  appointing  Mr.  tVlcCler- 
nand  to  the  secretaryship,  and  that  individual  at- 
tempted to  take  possession  ol  the  keys  and  papers, 
but  Mr.  Field  refused  to  give  them  up.  Tile  case 
was  brought  before  the  circuit  court,  which,  being 
a loco-foco  concern,  decided  that  McClernand  was 
actually  the  secretary.  Field  appealed  to  the  su- 
preme court,  and  that  tribunal,  the  highest  in  the 
state,  has  now  reversed  the  decision  ol  the  lower 
court,  and  decided  that  Field  is  the  secretary. 

ILoaisville  Journal. 

Religious  test.  From  the  National  Gazette. 
It  has  been  considered  by  some  as  an  objection  to 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  that  it  con- 
tains no  express  recognition  of  the  Christian  sys- 
tem, and  there  is,  we  believe,  a portion  of  a highly 
respectable  and  intelligent  religious  sect,  (the 
Scotch  Covenanters),  who  decline  becoming  citizens 
because  of  this  omission.  Soon  after  the  establish- 
ment of  the  government,  an  eastern  presbytery,  in 
an  address  to  general  Washington,  speaking  of  the 
amendments  to  the  constitution,  said  that  “among 
them  they  never  considered  the  want  of  a religious 
test,  that  great  engine  of  persecution  in  every  ty- 
rant’s hand,  but  tiiey  would  have  rejoiced  to  have 
seen  somewhere  an  explicit  acknowledgment  of  the 
true  God  and  Saviour.”  To  this  suggestion,  the 
resident  after  a cordial  acknowledgment  of  the 
ind  feelings  expressed  towards  him,  answered 
thus: 

“The  tribute  of  thanksgiving  you  offered  to  the 
gracious  Father  of  lights  for  His  inspiration  of  our 
public  councils  with  wisdom  and  firmness  to  com- 
plete our  national  constitution  is  worthy  of  men 
devoted  to  the  pious  purpose  of  religion,  who  de- 
sire the  accomplishment,  by  such  means,  of  the 
temporal  happiness  of  their  fellow  men.  And  here 
permit  me  to  observe,  that  the  path  of  true  pietv 
is  so  plain  as  to  require  but  little  political  direction. 
To  this  consideration  we  are  to  ascribe  the  absence 
of  all  regulation  respecting  religion  from  th emagna 
charta  of  the  nation.  To  the  guidance  of  the  mi- 
nisters of  the  gospel  this  important  object  is  perhaps 
more  properly  committed.  It  wilt  be  your  care  to 
instruct  the  ignorant  and  reclaim  the  devious,  and 
in  the  progress  of  morality  and  science  to  which 
our  government  will  give  every  furtherance,  we 
may  confidently  expect  the  advancement  of  true 
religion.  I pray  the  munificent  Re  warder  of  virtue 
that  your  agency  in  this  good  work  may  receive  its 
reward  here  and  hereafter.” 

Niagara.  A correspondent  of  the  National  In- 
telligencer thus  gives  expression  to  his  feelings  on 
beholding  the  mighty  cataract: 

I am  at  Niagara,  and  no  language  has  power  suf- 
ficient to  give  you  any  conception  of  its  sublimity, 
or  of  the  emotions  excited  in  my  own  heart.  I can- 
not attempt  any  description.  Profound  and  speech- 
lesa  is  the  admiration,  no,  not  admiration,  butsome- 
thing  more  lofty,  more  holy,  more  elevating  than 
admiration — something  akin  to  the  emotions  which 
entrance  the  freed  spirit  when  it  is  first  released 
from  its  mortal  tenement,  and  stands  in  the  unveil- 
ed presence  of  the  great  Jehovah — which  swells 
and  throbs  in  my  lull  heart  as  I stand  and.hear  the 
everlasting  roarof  its  mighty  waters,  and  look  upon 
its  heavenward  foamings  as  they  seem  to  rise  in 
pure  and  snowy  incense  to  the  throne  of  the  eter- 
nal. Upward  they  go  in  an  unceasing  and  magnifi- 
cent strain  ol  glad  adoration  to  “Him  who  holds  the 
waters  in  the  hollow  of  his  hand,”  and  the  soft 
chorus  ol  the  angel-tongued  solitudes  around  join 
in  an  anthem  of  praise  in  which  no  note  of  discord, 
no  voice  of  discontent  may  be  heard. 


“\Ve  praise  thee,  O God,  we  bless  thee  and  mag- 
nify thee,”  seem  to  be  forever  the  loud  shoutings 
of  their  glad  worship,  as  day  and  night  they  send 
up  their  unsullied  hymns  of  joy.  No  cares  and 
anxieties  of  life;  no  sorrows,  nor  troubles,  nor  fears; 
no  earthly  hopes  or  impure  feelings  may  here  in- 
trude, for  the  soul  is  wrapt  up  and  lost  in  the  ab- 
sorbing contemplation  of  that  all-powerful  spirit 
who  reveals  himself  in  such  fearful  and  terrible 
grandeur.  I would  that  a temple  greater  than  Je- 
rusalem’s pride  might  here  arise,  to  which  all  the 
nations  of  the  earth  might  come  up,  and  the  great 
Te  Deuin  of  the  congregated  universe,  be  chanted 
by  hearts  purified  and  exalted  by  such  an  exhibi- 
tion of  a power  which  knows  no  limit.  Humble 
thankfulness  pervades  my  whole  being  that  I am 
permitted  to  behold  it;  and  gratitude,  deep  and  fer- 
vent, arises  to  that  beneficent  creator  who  had  im- 
planted a spark  of  his  own  eternal  essence  within 
this  tabernacle  of  clay,  and  imbued  it  with  faculties 
and  feelings  which  may  appreciate  the  beautiful, 
the  grand  and  the  sublime.  I feel  that  it  can  be  no 
selfish  enjoyment,  for,  could  I bring  together  the 
tribes  of  the  earth,  they  should  stand  with  ine  and 
gaze  upon  Niagara  till  the  loud  shout  of  “glory  to 
God”  should  burst  from  every  swelling  heart,  and 
rend  the  veil  of  the  heavens.  It  is  the  tracery  of 
the  Almighty’s  fingers — it  is  the  choir  he  has  set 
upon  the  earth  ever  to  praise  him  for  his  goodness 
and  mercy  in  erecting  so  joyous  and  beautiful  a 
world.  Amid  its  foam  has  he  set  the  everlasting 
bow  of  promise,  bright  with  one  stream  of  radiance 
3iich  as  surrounds  his  throne,  and  which  we  may 
look  upon,  and  remember  that  his  word  fails  not  to 
man.  No  impress  of  sin  is  upon  it — it  is  white  and 
pure,  pver  rushing  onward  and  onward,  as  when  he 
poured  it  out  from  before  his  presence. 

This  is  the  Sabbath  the  holy  Sabbath  of  rest,  and 
1 have  spent  its  peaceable  hours  in  gazing  upon 
this  awfully  sublime  spectacle;  and  sure  I am  that 
no  sermon  from  man,  no  worship  offered  by  the 
voices  of  created  mortals,  could  so  effectually  have 
banished  the  world  with  its  frivolities,  and  elevated 
me  to  the  lofty  contemplation  of  the  supreme  cha- 
racter, as  this.  I have  written  on  in,  perhaps,  an 
incoherent  style,  but  I have  no  power  over  any  lan- 
guage, either  my  own  or  another,  to  give  you  the 
faintest  and  most  indistinct  conception  of  the  scene 
itself,  or  my  own  emotions.  I can  but  say  “come 
and  see,”  and  then  you  will  know  how  utterly  im- 
possible it  is  to  convey  to  another  what  you  have 
felt  and  witnessed. 

Power  of  a sword  fish.  A piece  of  wood 
was  cut  out  of  one  of  the  fore  planks  of  a vessel,  the 
Priscilla,  from  Pernambuco,  now  in  the  port  of  Li- 
verpool, through  which  was  stuck  about  eighteen 
inches  of  the  sword  fish.  How  it  came  there  needs 
not  to  be  explained.  The  force  with  which  it  must 
have  been  driven  in  affords  a striking  exemplifica- 
tion of  the  power  and  ferocity  of  the  fish.  The  spot 
in  which  the  vessel  was  struck  was  about  half  way 
between  the  commencement  of  the  coppering  and 
the  keel.  Penetrating  the  copper,  the  sword  had 
made  its  way  first  through  the  outer  plank  of  Scotch 
larch,  three  inches  and  a half  in  thickness,  then, 
traversing  an  open  space  of  fen  or  twelve  inches,  it 
had  encountered  another  plank  of  oak,  and  about 
four  inches  in  thickness,  which  was  also  pierced, 
the  point  of  the  sword  coming  clean  through  to  the 
other  side.  What  renders  this  feat  the  more  surpris- 
ing is,  that  the  Priscilla  is  quite  a new  vessel,  this 
having  been  her  first  voyage.  Capt.  Taylor,  her 
commander,  states  that  when  near  the  Azores,  as  he 
was  walking  the  quarter  deck  at  night,  a shock  was 
felt  which  brought  all  hands  from  below,  under  the 
impression  that  the  ship  had  touched  upon  a rock. 
This  was,  no  doubt,  the  time  when  the  occurrence 
took  place.  A great  number  of  whales  had  been 
seen  playing  about  the  vessel  the  day  before,  and  it 
is  probable  that  the  sword  fish,  which  is  a deadly 
enemy  to  the  whale,  had  mistaken  the  Priscilla  for 
one  of  yie  objects  to  which  it  was  in  chase;  in  other 
words,  it  had  thought  her  “very  like  a whale.”  On 
the  passage  home  the  vessel  was  observed  to  leak  a 
great  deal,  on  which  account,  after  discharging  her 
cargo,  she  was  hauled  into  the  graving  dock,  and 
having  undergone  an  examination,  the  discovery 
was  made  as  to  what  had  happened.  The  plank 
had  been  split  as  well  as  pierced,  so  that,  though 
the  sword  remained  in  the  aperture  it  had  made,  it 
was  not  sufficient  entirely  to  keep  out  the  water. 

[ Liverpool  Courier. 

The  new  secretary  of  legation  to  Paris. 
The  question  has  been  repeatedly  asked  within  a 
few  days  past,  “who  is  the  new  secretary?”  We 
reply,  he  is  a young  gentleman  of  this  city,  of  libe- 
ral education,  fair  attainments  and  highly  respecta- 
ble connexions.  He  is  the  grandson  ol  the  celebrat- 
ed and  gallant  col.  Ledyard,  who  fell  in  the  revolu- 


tion near  New  London — and  also  grandson  of  the 
late  Brockholst  Livingston,  formerly  one  of  the  as- 
sociate justices  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United 
States.  We  understand  this  appointment  was  made 
at  the  earnest  solicitation  of  gen.  Cass,  the  minister 
at  Paris.  [2V.  Y.  Gazette. 

Capture  of  a pirate.  We  yesterday  morn- 
ing, gave  an  account  of  the  arrest  of  captain  J.  D. 
Wilson,  of  the  ship  General  Parkhill,  and  of  his  ex- 
amination and  discharge,  upon  a charge  of  cruelty 
toward  his  black  cook,  on  a recent  voyage  from  Li- 
verpool. It  appears  that  the  cook  made  a similar 
complaint  before  the  authorities  at  Liverpool,  which 
was  there  dismissed  lor  want  ol  jurisdiction  in  the 
premises.  The  adventures  of  captain  Wilson,  on 
his  voyage  to  Liverpool,  via  St.  Marks,  will,  if  re- 
lated, prove  of  no  inconsiderable  interest  to  our  rea- 
ders, inasmuch  as  they  will  probably  result  in  the 
trial  of  one  of  the  ship’s  officers  for  a capital  offence, 
alleged  to  have  been  committed  on  board,  and  who 
was  yesterday  arrested  and  committed  to  prison  to 
answer  to  the  charge  preferred  against  him. 

The  ship  General  Parkhill  sailed  from  this  port 
early  in  January  last,  having  on  board  a company  of 
troops,  destined  for  the  army  in  Florida.  She  ar- 
livedat  St.  Marks,  and  while  lying  in  the  road- 
stead, preparatory  to  her  sailing  for  Liverpool,  on 
the  night  of  the  31st  of  Januaiy,  caplain  Wilson 
went  ashore,  and  left  the  ship  in  charge  of  the  chief 
mate,  Mr.  Barney. 

On  returning  on  board  the  next  morning,  what 
was  capt.  W.’s  surprise  to  find  no  one  in  sight  on 
deck,  and  making  search,  he  found  that  Mr.  Barney 
and  several  of  the  crew,  were  secured  below,  in  the 
lore-castle,  and  the  second  officer,  named  Lionel 
Watson,  with  six  of  the  ship’s  crew  were  missing. 
Captain  Wilson  soon  learned,  that  shortly  after  his 
leaving  a mutiny  had  broken  out  among  the  crew, 
and  that  the  mutineers  had  proceeded  not  only  to 
the  commission  of  acts  of  violence  upon  the  first 
officer,  and  those  of  the  crew  who  remained  faithful, 
but  after  driving  them  below  as  before  described, 
they  broke  open  the  cabin,  which  they  rifled  of  a 
watch,  some  fire  arms,  clothes,  provisions,  and  every 
article  of  value  it  contained,  amounting  in  total  to 
some  $900  Their  piracy  completed,  they  then 
took  the  stern  boat,  with  which  they  made  their  es- 
cape. 

Nothing  more  was  heard  of  the  mutineers  or  the 
boat  till  the  ship  arrived  at  Apalachicola,  where  the 
boat  was  found,  it  having  been  brought  there  and 
sold  a short  time  previous. 

Capt.  Wilson  also  learned  that  a few  days  previous 
to  this  time  the  crew  of  a schooner  had  risen  upon 
and  murdered  their  officers,  and  started  upon  a pi- 
ratical expedition,  and  supposed  that  the  mutineers 
from  his  vessel  had  also  joined  the  pirate. 

Capt.  Wilson  then  sailed  for  Liverpool,  and  com- 
pleting his  voyage  returned  to  this  city  without  hav- 
ing ever  heard  further  from  the  piratical  gang,  till 
yesterday  afternoon  as  he  was  crossing  the  Park 
near  the  post  office,  who  should  he  meet  but  the  ve- 
ritable Lionel  Watson,  his  former  second  officer. — 
Capt.  W.  instantly  seized  upon  Watson,  and  procur- 
ing the  necessary  aid  marched  him  off  to  the  po- 
lice. He  was  temporarily  committed  by  justice 
Bloodgood,  until  capt.  W.  had  time  to  make  affida- 
vit of  the  facts  relative  to  the  piracy,  before  the  U. 
S.  district  attorney  when  he  was  fully  committed 
for  examination  before  the  proper  authorities. 

The  absurdities  of  ignorance.  Among  the 
ridiculous  opinions  prevailing  among  the  ignorant, 
though  now  confined,  we  trust,  to  very  few,  is  that 
if  a woman  be  married  without  her  clothes  on,  her 
husband  is  not  liable  for  her  debts.  This  is  as  well 
founded  as  a belief  among  a portion  of  the  very 
ignorant  in  England  that  a husband  may  sell  bis 
wife;  that  is,  it  has  not,  and  never  bad  any  legal 
foundation. 

On  Tuesday  evening,  a widower  applied  to  an 
alderman  in  this  county,  to  marry  him  to  a widow. 
The  alderman,  undertaking  to  act  as  matrimonial 
blacksmith,  accompanied  the  applicant  to  the  house 
where  the  chains  were  to  be  riveted.  Introduced 
to  the  apartment  where  he  was  to  officiate,  he  saw 
two  well  dressed  and  pretty  women  holding  a blank- 
et extended  across  a corner.  Above  it  were  visible 
a head  and  shoulders,  the  latter  very  fair,  and  quite 
guiltless  of  clothing.  As  this  is  the  fashion,  the 
alderman  was  not  sui  prised;  but  being  very  po- 
lite, and  therefore  looking  down  for  fear  of  em- 
barrassing the  lady,  he  saw  two  little  feet  peep- 
ing from  beneath  the  blanket,  as  white  and  as  bare, 
as  the  shoulders  above.  Thinking  that  he  had  got 
into  the  wrong  apartment  at  an  unseasonable  hour, 
he  begged  pardon  for  the  supposed  intrusion,  and 
beat  a retreat.  But  before  he  reached  the  door, 
the  two  bride-maids  told  him  to  stay,  for  there 
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was  the  bride  behind  the  blanket,  waiting  to  be 
married. 

More  astonished  than  ever,  indeed  struck  quite 
in  a heap,  he  requested  the  bridegroom  to  explain. 
Thus  appealed  to,  the  swain  said  that  the  lady  be- 
hind the  blanket,  in  the  costume  of  Venus  just  ri- 
sen from  the  sea,  or  of  the  Venus  de  Medici  without 
the  gauze  wrapper  that  some  modest  people  among 
us  put  over  it  when  they  stick  it  up  in  the  parlor, 
was  the  widow.  The  widow  who?  inquired  the  aider- 
man.  The  widow  that  is  waiting  for  me  to  marry 
her.  But  why  does  she  choose  that  dress  for  the 
occasion?  asked  the  forger  of  hymenial  manacles. 
Her  late  husband  died  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars  in  debt,  and  if  she  marries  again  without 
any  clothes  on  her,  her  new  husband  is  not  legally 
bound  to  pay  the  debt.  Therefore  while  she  stands 
behind  the  blanket,  and  reaches  her  hand  over,  I 
can  stand  before  it  and  hold  her  hand,  and  you  can 
say  the  word,  and  make  us  one. 

The  alderman,  after  a hearty  laugh  at  this  learn 
ed  exposition  of  the  law,  told  the  bridegroom  that 
if  he  married  the  widow  even  without  her  skin,  the 
precaution  would  not  save  him  from  his  predeces- 
sor’s debts,  but  that  according  to  law,  he  must  take 
her  cum  onere  with  all  her  burdens.  Thus  advised 
the  widow  Venus  went  up  stairs,  put  olf  the  cos- 
tume of  a goddess,  and  soon  descended  in  the  ha- 
biliments appropriate  to  a modern  wedding  among 
the  civilized,  and  covering  over  her  face  to  conceal 
her  blushes,  was  joined  for  better  and  worse  to  the 
widower.  [ Philadelphia  World. 

Toasts.  In  the  way  of  toasts,  the  Boston  folks 
seem  to  us  to  succeed  uniformly  better  than  any 
other  people. 

At  the  dinner  at  Faneuil  Hall,  which  followed 
the  annual  examination  of  the  common  schools  of 
Boston,  the  following,  among  other  toasts  then 
drank,  will  bear  out,  we  think,  our  opinion: 

Regular  toasts  at  the  school  dinner , Aug.  14,  1839. 

1.  The  occasion — One  which  should  remind  men 
that  they  have  been  boys,  and  boys  that  they  will 
be  men. 

2.  Education — Moral,  scientific  and  civil — The 
tri - mountain  upon  which  the  peace  and  prosperity 
of  our  city  have  been  founded. 

3.  The  common  schools  of  Boston — Common  in 
every  thing  but  the  excellence  of  the  education 
which  they  afford. 

4.  The  people  of  Massachusetts — Distinguished 
alike  for  their  patronage  of  schools,  and  their  pro- 
motion of  scholars.  They  have  raised,  with  pride, 
to  the  head  of  their  republic  of  laws,  one  who  has 
raised  himself  to  the  head  of  their  republic  of  let- 
ters. 

5.  The  constitution  of  the  United  States — The 
first  class  book  of  every  American. 

To  the  4th  toast,  governor  Everett  made  a reply 
acknowledging  the  compliment,  and  in  turn  gave 
this  toa3t: 

The  calling  of  the  schoolmaster — May  it  be  eve- 
ry where  as  duly  considered,  and  as  amply  reward- 
ed, as  in  the  city  of  Boston;  and  while  the  public 
are  benefited  by  the  labors  of  the  schoolmaster 
abroad,  may  they  take  care  that  he  is  made  com- 
fortable at  home. 


PROGRESS  OF  MR.  CLAY. 

From  the  N.  Y.  Commercial  Advertiser. 

We  know  from  Mr.  Clay’s  own  lips,  his  declara- 
tions being  uttered  in  all  sincerity,  that  it  was  his 
desire  to  make  his  present  journey  in  a private  and 
unostentatious  manner.  His  object  was  health  and 
recreation,  and  nothing  was  farther  from  his  thoughts 
than  the  displays  of  popular  enthusiasm  in  his  be- 
half, which  have  every  where  marked  his  progress. 
But  the  people — and  they  are  sovereign  in  this  mat- 
ter— will  not  allow  him  to  travel  as  he  had  intend- 
ed. At  every  stage  of  his  journey  he  is  met  by 
respectable  committees,  and  he  can  no  sooner  rid 
himself  of  the  presence  of  one,  than  he  finds  him- 
self in  the  hands  of  another.  Especially  in  those 
towns  and  cities  where  forced  receptions  of  the  pre- 
sident have  been  arranged  by  the  obsequious  tribe 
of  office  holders,  and  the  suppliant  squadrons  of 
office  seekers,  do  the  people  seem  determined  to 
show  what  can  be  done  spontaneously — by  way  of 
testifying  their  regard  for  one  of  the  most  exalted 
of  their  real  friends. 

It  ha3  heretofore  been  stated  in  this  journal,  that 
it  was  Mr.  Clay’s  intention  to  leave  the  Springs  on 
Friday  evening  and  arrive  in  Troy  on  Saturday. — 
But  he  made  it  a positive  condition  that  there 
should  be  no  public  reception  and  no  speaking. — 
Yet  those  stipulations  were  of  no  avail.  “Without 
the  slightest  effort  on  the  part  of  the  whigs  to  cause 
a gathering  of  the  people,  either  from  the  country 
or  the  city,  upon  his  arrival  there  was  an  immediate 
and  spontaneous  assemblage  of  the  citizens,  in  num- 
bers far  greater  than  that  which  received  the  presi- 


dent on  the  Saturday  before.  He  was  escorted  from 
Washington  square  to  the  Park,  shortly  after  one 
o’clock,  where  he  was  presented  to  our  citizens  by 
Geo.  Gould,  esq.  of  this  city.  He  was  received  amid 
a burst  of  acclamation,  which  gave  sufficient  evi- 
dence that  it  came  deep  from  the  hearts  of  those 
who  caused  it.  Mr.  Gould  then  addressed  him  in 
an  eloquent  speech  on  the  part  of  our  citizens — ad- 
verted in  a feeling  manner  to  the  distinguished  part 
he  had  taken  in  matters  both  of  internal  and  foreign 
policy,  and  closed  by  welcoming  him  to  the  hospi- 
talities of  the  city.” 

Being  thus  caught,  what  could  Mr,  Clay  do  but 
reply?  He  did  so,  and  as  we  are  assured,  by  letters 
and  the  newspapers,  most  eloquently  and  effective- 
ly. The  number  present  is  computed  at  two  thou- 
sand. 

“He  touched  in  an  appropriate  manner  upon  his 
services  in  the  congress  of  the  nation,  in  the  cabi- 
net, and  other  public  stations  which  have  been  as- 
signed him  by  the  government  and  the  people,  at 
different  periods  of  his  life,  and  asked  if  it  was  ne- 
cessary for  him  to  explain  his  position  in  regard  to 
public  measures,  or  if  there  was  a man  present  who 
did  not  fully  understand  his  own  opinions  upon  all 
measures  and  questions  of  public  concernment?  To 
which  a thundering  ‘no’  burst  from  the  dense  mass 
of  human  beings  before  him,  congregated  for  the 
purpose  of  listening  tothe  accents  of  the  champion 
of  this  country  and  the  pride  of  the  people.  He  ex- 
horted the  whigs  to  union,  perseverance,  and  acti- 
vity— to  regard  measures,  not  men — to  concentrate 
their  strength  upon  the  candidates  who  have  the 
greatest  hold  upon  the  affections  of  the  people.  He 
adverted  tothe  manner  in  which  his  name  had  been 
used  in  connexion  with  the  highest  office  in  the  gift 
of  the  people,  and  said,  if  it  presented  the  slightest 
obstacle  to  that  proper  concentration  of  the  whigs 
which  he  so  heartily  desired,  he  would  implore 
them  to  blot  it  from  the  list  of  persons  whose  claims 
have  been  placed  before  the  people  for  the  station.” 

During  the  day,  the  hon.  N.  P.  Tallmage  had  ar- 
rived from  Saratoga,  on  his  way  to  Poughkeepsie. 
As  soon  as  it  was  ascertained  that  he  was  at  the 
Troy  House,  a large  number  of  the  citizens  called 
to  pay  him  their  respects  and  testify  their  admira- 
tion of  hi3  course.  Hundreds  of  hardy  citizens  gave 
him  their  hands — “hands  with  hearts  in  them!” — 
Mr.  Tallmage  left  Troy  in  the  evening  boat. 

After  dinner  at  the  hotel,  Mr.  Clay  crossed  by 
the  rail  road  bridge  into  the  county  of  Albany, 
where  he  was  met  by  a committee  from  the  whigs 
of  the  capital. 

At  West  Troy  a large  number  of  carriages  and 
citizens  on  horseback  joined.  The  balcony  of  a 
public  house  in  Gibbonsville  was  thronged  with  la- 
dies, by  whom,  as  the  procession  passed,  a shower 
of  garlands,  wreaths  and  boquets,  was  thrown  into 
Mr.  Clay’s  carriage,  amid  the  waving  of  handker- 
chiefs and  the  acclamations  of  the  people. 

All  the  way  from  Troy,  the  procession  kept  aug- 
menting its  numbers  of  horsemen  and  carriages,  un- 
til, when  its  advance  reached  the  patroon’s,  the 
line  extended  almost  back  to  the  gate,  of  nearly  two 
miles. 

At  the  patroon’s  Mr.  Clay  was  greeted  by  the  ci- 
tizens in  waiting  with  three  hearty  cheers;  and 
from  thence  to  his  lodgings  at  the  Eagle,  the  scene 
was  one  of  genuine,  spontaneous,  heart-felt  enthu- 
siasm. The  procession  acquired  volumes  as  it  pro- 
gressed, and  from  the  Mansion  House  to  the  Eagle, 
Market  street  was  wedged  full  of  peoplp,  who  rent 
the  air  with  acclamations.  Nor  on  this  occasion 
were  the  ladies  unmindful  of  the  homage  which 
beauty  renders  to  virtue.  They  waved  their  grace- 
ful welcome  from  every  window. 

Arriving  in  front  of  the  Eagle,  Mr.  Clay,  in  a 
brief,  but  most  feeling  and  eloquent  manner,  ten- 
dered his  grateful  acknowledgments  for  the  enthu- 
siastic and  gratifying  demonstrations  of  respect 
from  the  citizens  of  the  capital  of  the  empire  state, 
which  were  responded  to  by  loud  and  reiterated  ac- 
clamations. 

Upon  these  proceedings,  the  Evening  Journal, 
(from  which  we  derive  the  particulars  of  the  Alba- 
ny reception!,  remarks: 

“Those  who  saw  both  the  reception  given  to  Mr. 
Van  Buren  and  that  given  to  Mr.  Clay,  will  be  at 
no  loss  to  determine  how  each  stands  with  the  citi- 
zens of  Albany.  The  former  was  given  to  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States — the  latter  to  a citizen 
of  Kentucky.  The  former  was  in  the  course  of  pre- 
paration for  four  weeks — the  latter  was  the  result 
of  one  day’s  notice.  The  former  was  an  official 
and  military  pageant — the  latter  an  uprising  of  the 
people.  The  one  was  artificial—  the  other  was  na- 
tural— The  one  was  all/om— the  other  all  feeling. 
The  one  was  cold  and  heartless — the  other  cordial, 
spontaneous  and  enthusiastic.” 

Having  passed  the  Sabbath  in  Albany,  Mr. 
Clay  took  his  departure  from  that  city  in  the  steam- 


boat Erie,  captain  Benson,  at  7 o’clock  in  the  even  • 
ing.  The  descent  of  the  river  yesterday  is  repre- 
sented as  having  been  more  like  a conqueror’s 
voyage  of  triumph,  than  like  the  passage  of  a pri- 
vate citizen,  having  no  rewards  to  bestow  upon 
his  friends,  or  vengeance  to  breathe  against  his  foes. 
Salutes  were  fired  as  he  passed  the  different  towns, 
and  he  was  cheered  by  loud  huzzas  of  the  people  at 
the  landings.  As  he  had  engaged  to  visit  Pough- 
keepsie, the  steamer  R.  L.  Stevens  was  put  in  re- 
quisition to  meet  him  at  Kingston,  and  take  him 
from  the  Erie.  As  a large  committee  from  Ulster 
county  were  bent  upon  way-laying  him,  it  is  proba- 
ble that  he  landed  at  Kingston  for  a short  time. — 
He  w’as  to  pass  last  night  in  Poughkeepsie,  and  this 
day — unhappily  attended  by  a drenching  rain — he 
is  to  devote  to  a visit  to  the  great  manufacturing 
establishments  in  Fishkill,  Matteawan  and  Glen- 
ham.  From  thence,  this  afternoon,  he  is  to  pass 
over  to  Newburg,  and  to-morrow  will  descend  from 
thence  to  tin's  city,  where  he  wull  be  received  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  arrangements  advertised  in  ano- 
ther column. 

Now',  we  repeat,  to  all  these  public  proceedings 
Mr.  Clay  is  utterly  opposed.  But  what  can  he  do? 
The  people  will  have  it  so,  and  what  must  be,  must. 
If  the  people  are  all  on  one  side,  it  follows  that  no- 
body can  do  nothing  against  them. 

RECEPTION  IN  NEW  YORK. 

From  the  N.  Y.  Courier  and  Enquirer. 

The  following  sketch  of  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Sel- 
den,  in  the  Park,  on  the  occasion  of  Mr.  Clay’s  re- 
ception in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  of  the  reply 
of  Mr.  Clay,  belongs  of  right  to  the  history  of  that 
great  occasion,  and,  as  they  were  heard  but  by  a 
few  of  the  assembled  multitude,  they  cannot  fail 
to  be  read  with  universal  interest.  Our  reporter 
occupied  a position  where  he  was  enabled  to  catch 
nearly  every  word  that  fell  from  the  speakers:  and, 
although  the  language  is  not  literally  accurate,  the 
sentiment  and  spirit  of  the  address  we  believe  to  be 
preserved  throughout. 

Mr.  Selden,  on  behalf  of  the  citizens,  addressed 
Mr.  Clay  as  follows: 

Sir:  [t  is  with  great  pleasure  that  the  citizens  of 
New  York  welcome  your  arrival  here.  They  feel 
that  you  are  entitled  to  their  gratitude  and  thanks 
for  the  faithful  performance  of  those  duties  which 
every  statesman  owes,  but  which  so  few  render  to 
their  country.  They  welcome  you  as  the  campion 
of  freedom  wherever  its  flag  is  unfurled — as  an 
American  senator  who,  amidst,  the  conflict  of 
party,  has  steadily  kept  in  view  the  honor  and  wel- 
fare of  the  nation — as  the  peace-maker,  who  abroad 
and  at  home,  has  compromised  our  difficulties, 
while  he  has  protected  our  interests,  our  character, 
and  our  union.  We  welcome  you  as  the  represen- 
tative of  Kentucky — -devoted,  steadfast  Kentucky — 
of  that  state  which,  amidst  the  backslidings  on  her 
borders,  preserves  her  integrity,  and  will  remain  a 
sure  arid  successful  guide  for  her  neighbors  in  the 
day  of  final  trial — that  day  when  the  question  may 
be  ultimately  settled  on  this  continent  between  the 
public  servants  on  the  one  side  and  public  opinion 
on  the  other — between  the  people  and  che  crown — 
between  rulers  using  the  treasures  and  offices  of  the 
nation  to  perpetuate  their  dynasty,  and  an  opposi- 
tion which  relies  for  success  on  the  good  sense  and 
reflection  of  the  country.  It  is  a leartul  conflict; 
passion  and  jealousy  are  invoked  against  experi- 
ence and  reason — the  former  too  often  triumph. 
We  call  upon  you  to  stand  at  your  post.  Although 
the  labor  of  nearly  forty  years  may  have  somewhat 
tempered  your  ardor,  it  has  not  diminished  your 
strength  or  your  usefulness.  We  will  cheer  you  in 
your  duty.  The  approbation,  the  unpurchased  ap- 
probation of  freemen,  is  a more  glorious  reward 
than  a diadem  or  a Roman  triumph. 

In  passing  from  Buffalo  to  this  place,  we  hope 
you  have  received  those  attentions  from  the  people 
of  this  state  which  exalted  merit  deserves  and 
should  command.  If  the  pleasure  of  greeting  you 
has  interrupted  the  quiet  course  of  your  journey,  or 
rendered  it  fatiguing  or  oppressive,  we  trust  that 
on  your  return  to  Ashland  you  will  find  repose,  and 
again  gather  strength  to  battle  for  the  cause  ot  con- 
stitutional liberty,  unmoved  by  the  frowns  of  the 
palace  or  the  outpourings  of  a pensioned  press. 

In  travelling  through  this  state,  you  have  no 
doubt  examined  our  public  works,  those  artificial 
channels  of  commerce  and  intercourse  whereby  we 
have  reached  the  waters  of  the  great  lakes;  and  if  in 
them  you  have  seen  any  thing  to  admire  or  to  imi- 
tate, tell  the  people  of  the  western  country  that  they 
were  neither  designed  nor  constructed  by  the  aid  of 
that  system  of  politics  which  has  recently  been 
transferred  from  New’  York  to  Washington — tell 
them  they  were  neither  designed  nor  constructed 
under  the  counsels  of  those  who  now  rule  at  the 
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capitol;  that  you  can  find  no  monument  in  this  gieat 
state  of  their  public  services,  no  record  of  acts  done 
by  them  useful  to  our  people;  that  the  only  evidence 
they  have  left  behind  them  is  that  party  machinery 
by  which  they  assume  to  control  the  north,  while 
they  pledged  their  adhesion  to  principles  by  which 
they  expect  to  carry  the  south.  Tell  them  that  we 
have  repudiated  the  first,  and  that,  if  ever  we  shall 
claim  the  appellation  of  the  empire  state,  we  hope 
it  will  not  be  by  the  force  of  our  combined  numbers, 
but  by  the  wisdom  of  our  measures,  the  justice  ol 
our  conduct,  and  the  character  of  our  citizens.  As 
to  the  last,  that,  whatever  party  may  be  in  the  as- 
cendant, New  York  will  be  found  united  with  the 
southern  country  in  sustaining  every  reasonable 
measure  necessary  for  their  safety  or  conducive  to 
their  interests.  He  who  promises  more,  promises 
what  it  would  be  unjust  to  execute  or  require. 

Sir,  we  are  not  informed  of  your  future  move- 
ments, but  w'e  desire  you  to  remain  with  us  at 
least  long  enough  to  view  our  large  but  prostrate 
city — to  examine  our  public  and  private  improve- 
ments now  in  part  suspended — that  von  may  see 
how  many  of  our  people  are  suffering  for  want  of 
employment  from  the  unwise  and  impracticable 
schemes  of  our  rulers.  We  require  a disinterested 
witness  in  the  west  to  testify  that  their  brethren 
here  are  not  complaining  without  cause — that,  in 
the  midst  ot  plenty,  they  are  without  implements 
to  gather  the  harvest. 

If,  in  the  current  of  events,  the  staff  of  office 
should  be  placed  in  your  hands,  I believe  I speak 
the  sentiments  of  this  assemblage  when  I say  that 
they  wish  for  nothing  but  good  government,  ad- 
ministered upon  the  soundest  principles  of  the  con- 
stitution, to  extinguish  that  desolating  party  spirit 
which  is  poisoning  the  happiness  of  domestic  life — 
to  terminate  that  course  of  proscription  whereby 
our  great  men  are  assailed  and  our  wise  men  deter- 
red from  public  employment  We  do  not  advert  to 
the  leading  topics  w'hich  now  occupy  the  public 
mind:  the  currency — the  national  domain — the 
waste  of  the  public  funds — the  abuse  of  patronage 
— the  peculation  of  official  agents.  Upon  all  these 
we  know  your  opinions,  and  have  marked  your 
course.  We  are  satisfied,  fully  satisfied.  We  are 
proud  to  say  that  we  honor  and  sincerely  thankyou 
for  your  public  services. 

Mr.  Clay  replied  to  the  following  effect: 

Fellow  citizens:  E thank  you  for  the  kind- 
ness with  wtiich  1 have  this  day  been  received  in 
the  city  of  New  York,  and  on  this  occasion  I can- 
not but  recur  to  the  great  civilities  and  attention 
which  have  been  shown  to  me  in  every  part  of  this 
state,  while  journeying  from  Buffalo  to  this  place. 
When  I survey  the  immense  assembly  which  has 
here  collected,  however  much  I may  feel  personally 
gratified,  I know,  I feel  conscious,  that  it  is  not  lor 
me,  but  for  the  cause  which  I have  advocated,  for 
the  country  and  institutions  which  we  all  so  much 
love,  that  I am  greeted  with  so  many  evidences  of 
kindness  and  respect. 

My  strength  will  not  permit,  and,  were  I in  full 
vigor,  it  would  be  impossible  that  my  voice  should 
reach  all,  or  any  considerable  portion  of  this  vast 
multitude.  I should  rejoice  at  the  opportunity  of 
conferring  with  my  fellow  citizens  upon  the  present 
condition  of  the  country,  and  of  laying  before  them 
my  views  of  the  grievances  under  which  we  labor, 
but  the  p resent  is  not  the  time  nor  the  place  for  en- 
tering into  such  a discussion. 

In  returning  my  acknowledgments  to  my  fellow 
citizens,  let  me,  in  an  especial  manner,  thank  them 
for  the  selection  of  the  organ  of  their  congratula- 
tions. For  in  him  I recognize  one  who,  on  the 
floor  of  congress,  dared  to  break  from  the  shackles 
of  party,  and  to  abandon  personal  and  political  as- 
sociations, in  obedience  to  a sense  of  duty  and  the 
call  of  his  country.  . 

Before  my  recent  arrival  in  this  state,  I suppos- 
ed that  I possessed  a somewhat  accurate  know- 
ledge of  its  resources;  but  when  I reached  Buffalo, 
that  beautiful  city  in  the  west;  when  I surveyed 
those  mighty  lakes,  bearing  upon  their  waters  the 
products  of  the  western  world;  when  I travelled 
along  the  line  of  your  canals,  the  great  outlet  lor 
those  products;  when  I viewed  Ontario  and  the  St. 
Lawrence,  and  the  hundreds  of  lakes  and  streams 
which  beautify  and  enrich  every  section  of  this 
mighty  state;  when  I viewed  the  thousand  fields  of 
agriculture,  and  the  thousand  busy  sects  of  manu- 
facturing industry  springing  upon  all  sides — I con- 
fess that  I was  struck  with  surprise  and  admiration, 
and  thought  within  myself  to  what  an  extent,  un- 
der good  government,  wealth  and  improvement 
might  be  carried,  to  what  countless  numbers  the 
blessings  of  our  institutions  might  be  extended!  I 
said,  is  it  possible  that  a people  enjoying  the  bless- 
ings of  civil  liberty  can  ever  be  induced  or  ever 
forced  to  surrender  them,  either  to  the  mad  tran- 
sports of  partisan  and  factious  zeal,  or  the  encroach- 


ments of  arbitrary  power?  Yet  we  cannot  but  ob 
serve  that  the  recent  tendencies  of  our  government 
have  been  to  transfer  to  the  executive  those  powers 
which  were  delegated  to  the  legislative  and  judi- 
cial departments,  as  the  especial  guardians  of  the 
rights  and  interests  of  the  people. 

Fellow-citizens,  our  difficulties  are  great  and  our 
dangers  are  threatening;  yet,  with  you  are  the  means 
of  relief.  As  I recently  passed  over  your  illustrious 
battle  fields,  my  mind  was  carried  back  to  the  times 
of  the  revolution.  I recalled  the  series  of  disasters 
and  defeats  which  followed  the  American  arms  in 
the  early  days  of  that  eventful  struggle.  I recurred 
to  that  period  when  even  hope  had  almost  deserted 
our  fathers.  I directed  my  attention  to  events  now 
passing  before  us,  and  I rejoiced  when  I said  that, 
as  in  times  past,  so  now,  the  country  may  be  saved, 
and  her  liberties  be  secured  on  the  same  plains 
where  they  were  originally  won.  From  the  moment 
that  Bnrgoyne  surrendered  his  arms  and  his  army 
in  New  York,  a new  light  dawned  upon  the  for- 
tunes of  our  country;  and  whatever  may  have  been 
our  temporary  reverses  or  partial  defeats  in  other 
sections,  they  were  all  lost  in  the  victory  won  on 
the  plains  of  Saratoga. 

I feel  most  grateful  for  the  cheering  salutations 
with  which  the  name  of  Kentucky  has  been  re- 
ceived by  this  assembly;  and  although  she  may  not 
compare  with  your  own  state  in  numbers,  she  will 
be  ever  found,  with  her,  sustaining  the  principles 
upon  which  our  government  has  been  established. 
In  discussing  the  great  questions  which  now  agi- 
tate the  people,  I assume  the  right  which  I trust 
every  freeman  will  assume,  of  speaking  my  con- 
scientious opinions,  however  they  may  differ  from 
those  of  many  whom  I have  the  honor  to  address. 
While  acting  in  the  councils  of  my  na'ion,  I have 
deemed  it  my  duty  to  resist  many  of  the  leading 
measures  of  the  administration.  I have  sincerely 
believed  that  the  tendency  of  those  measures  was  to 
unsettle  the  constitutional  relations  of  the  various 
departments  of  the  government;  that  those  powers 
which  were  vested  in  the  legislature  were  in  the 
way  of  being  surrendered;  that  the  public  money, 
in  all  free  countries  subject  to  the  vigilance  of  the 
people’s  immediate  representatives,  had  been  ille- 
gally seized  by  the  executive;  that  the  public  do- 
main, the  rich  inheritance  of  unborn  generations,  is 
exposed  to  waste  in  the  struggle  to  retain  poli- 
tical power;  that  the  patronage  of  the  government, 
instead  of  being  the  reward  of  merit,  is  employed 
in  the  purchase  of  mercenary  partizanship;  that  the 
project  of  the  sub-treasury,  while  it  deranged  the 
business  of  the  country,  was  calculated,  if  not  in- 
tended, to  place  in  the  hands  of  the  president  the 
mpans  of  corruption.  On  these  grounds  I have  been 
found  for  years  past  in  opposition  to  the  executive. 
I have  struggled  with  zeal,  if  not  with  success,  to 
rouse  the  country  to  a true  sense  of  its  difficulties 
and  perils;  having  the  fullest  confidence  in  the  jus- 
tice of  my  views,  I shall  continue  that  struggle 
while  I retain  a seat  in  our  national  councils,  under 
every  embarrassment,  in  opposition  to  every  diffi 
culty,  with  a perfect  conviction  that  my  fellow-citi- 
zens will  ultimately  understand  and  overcome  those 
difficulties  and  perils.  I may  be  charged  with  im- 
proper motives;  with  being  actuated  by  ambition;  I 
may  be  assailed  by  the  public  press;  but  while  I 
have  strength  to  raise  my  voice  I w ill  send  forth  the 
words  of  warning;  and  whether  they,  in  their  effect, 
produce  a change  in  the  management  of  our  public 
affairs,  ora  change  of ou:  public  men,  in  either  case 
the  interests  of  the  country  will  be  promoted. 

RECEPTION  IN  PHILADELPHIA. 

From  the  Philadelphia  U.  S.  Gazette. 

The  hon.  Henry  Clay  left  New  York  on  Satur- 
day morning  at  9 o’clock,  taking  the  train  of  cars 
that  comes  through  Elizabethtow-n  and  Trenton, 
arid  crossed  the  Delaware  by  Trenton  bridge.  The 
occasion  ot  the  distinguished  senator’s  passing 
through  New  Jersy,  although  with  the  rapidity  of 
a locomotive,  was  used  by  his  enthusiastic  friends 
in  that  state  to  greet  him,  and  accordingly,  at  se- 
veral of  the  landing  places,  committees  met  Mr. 
Clay,  and  addressed  him  in  behalf  of  the  whigs  of 
New  Jersey,  to  whom  Mr.  Clay  made  brief  but  elo- 
quent responses.  Mr,  Clay  was  accompanied  by  a 
committee  from  New  York.  At  Bristol  the  com- 
mittee of  five  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  whigs 
of  Philadelphia  met  Mr.  Clay. 

At  an  early  hour  on  Saturday  afternoon,  people 
of  all  ages  were  seen  wending  their  way  towards 
the  rail  road  depot,  about  two  and  a half  miles  from 
Market  street,  and  at  half  past  two  o’clock,  P.  M. 
the  road,  lanes  and  streets  in  that  vicinity  were 
crowded  with  carriages,  omnibuses,  coaches,  gigs, 
wagons,  horsemen  arid  foot,  awaiting  the  arrival  of 
the  expected  visitant.  The  several  greetings  which 
Mr.  Clay  received  in  New  Jersey  detained  the  cars 
more  than  an  hour  beyond  their  usual  time  of  arri- 


val, and  the  crowd  at  the  depot  received  large  ac- 
cessions from  various  quarters.  At  length  notice 
was  given  ot  the  appioach  of  the  cars,  and  they 
swept  along  in  fine  style  to  the  place  where  the  lo- 
comotive is  detached;  when  the  front  cars  had  been 
sent  down  the  rail  road  the  rear  train  in  which  was 
Mr.  Clay  with  the  committee,  was  brought  out 
upon  the  main  track. 

When  Mr.  Clay  presented  himself  in  front,  he 
was  received  with  a loud  and  general  cheer,  but 
those  accustomed  to  his  looks  saw  that  all  was  not 
well  with  him — that  he  was  suffering  much  from 
some  cause.  Mr.  Clay  was  conducted  from  the  car 
up  to  the  barouche  drawn  by  lour  fine  grey  horses. 
In  his  carriage  was  the  venerable  Mathew  Carey 
and  Matthew  Newkirk,  esq. 

The  procession  was  then  formed  by  the  principal 
marshal,  John  Swift,  esq.  assisted  by  a number  of 
citizens  as  assistant  marshals. 

A fine  band  of  music  preceded  the  carriages,  fol- 
lowing the  barouche  in  which  was  Mr.  Clay,  were 
carriages  containing  the  committees;  to  these  suc- 
ceeded a train  of  carriages,  and  these  were  followed 
by  a long  train  of  citizens  on  horseback,  and  the 
numerous  multitude  moved  foward  towards  the 
city. 

On  the  route,  the  side  walks  were  lull  of  persons 
who  came  forth  to  greet  the  statesman  of  the  west. 
The  windows  were  lined  with  beauty  and  fashion, 
and  loud  huzzas  and  cheerings  were  continually  of- 
fered. 

It  was  the  intention  of  the  committee  of  arrange- 
ments that  Mr.  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll  should,  in  be- 
half of  the  whigs  of  Philadelphia,  receive  Mr.  Clay 
in  Independence  Square  with  an  address,  and  for 
this  purpose  the  customary  staging  had  been  erect- 
ed, but  whpn  Mr.  Clay  alighted  from  the  carriage  it 
was  evident  that  he  was  too  much  overcome  to  un- 
dertake any  thing  further.  The  committee,  there- 
fore, conducted  him  to  the  Marshall  House,  and  a 
gentleman  was  sent  to  inform  the  thousands  assem- 
bled in  Independence  Square  of  the  disappointment 
that  awaited  them. 

Immense  crowds  w'ere  collected  in  front  of  the 
Marshall  House.  Mr.  C.  once  or  twice  presented 
himself  in  acknowledgment  of  their  cheerings,  and 
at  length  addressed  a few  words,  expressive  of  his 
regret  at  being  unable  to  speak  to  them  at  length. 

The  members  of  the  city  corporation  had  also  as- 
sembled to  wait  upon  Mr.  Clay,  but  postponed  their 
visit  in  consequence  of  his  indisposition. 

In  the  course  of  the  evening  Mr.  Clay  visited 
Chesnut  street  theatre  for  a short  time.  His  en- 
trance, we  are  informed,  was  greeted  by  the  hearty 
cheerings  of  the  audience. 

None  who  did  not  wutness  the  feelings  manifest- 
ed when  Mr.  Clay  alighted  in  Chesnut  street  can 
judge  of  the  hearty  affection  displayed  towards 
him  by  the  numerous  crowd  collected. 

A committee  from  the  whigs  of  Baltimore  arrived 
in  this  city  yesterday  morning  to  receive  Mr.  Clay, 
and  attend  on  him  to  the  monumental  city,  where 
arrangements  have  been  made  to  give  him  a hearty 
W'elcome  and  hospitable  entertainment. 

The  Baltimore  committee  represented  to  Mr. 
Clay  that  they  had  made  all  arrangements  to  re- 
ceive him  this  day;  and  fatigued,  sick,  we  may  say, 
as  he  is,  our  guest  was  taken  from  us  this  morning, 
at  half-past  six  o’clock — so  that  those  who  calcu- 
lated to  pay  their  respects  to  him  to-day  will  be 
disappointed. 

The  constant  state  of  excitement  in  which  Mr. 
Clay  has  been  kept  for  the  last  few  weeks  has  been 
enough  to  wear  down  almost  any  man;  but  we  be- 
lieve he  would  have  sustained  himself,  i f it  had  not 
been  for  the  amount  of  public  speaking  which 
seemed  required  of  him,  arid  the  frequent,  and  we 
may  add.  protracted  speaking  in  the  open  air,  has 
exhausted  him  *o  such  a degree  that  we  found  that 
he  sustained  even  private  conversation  with  diffi- 
culty. 

Owing  to  this  state  of  his  health,  Mr.  Clay  posi- 
tively declined  receiving  any  public  demonstration 
of  feeling,  when  addressed  by  the  Philadelphia 
committee.  We  subjoin  his  reply.  But  the  feel- 
ings of  the  community,  though,  perhaps,  restrained, 
w'ere  not  to  be  suppressed. 

New  York.  22 d August,  1839. 

Gentlemen:  I have  received  the  letter  which, 

in  behalf  of  the  democratic  whig  young  men’s  ge- 
neral committee  ol  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  you 
have  done  me  the  honor  to  address  to  me,  inviting 
me  to  take  that  city  in  my  route  to  Kentucky,  arid 
to  accept  of  its  hospitalities. 

I am  very  thankful  and  grateful  for  this  testimo- 
ny, and  for  the  too  flattering  sentiments  and  ex- 
pressions by  which  if  is  accompanied.  On  my  re- 
turn home,  I shall  pass  Philadelphia,  as  being  on 
the  most  convenient  route;  but  l regret  that  I am 
not  able  to  accept  your  obliging  invitation.  Consi- 
dering the  heat  of  the  weather,  the  fatigues  and  the 
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objects  of  my  present  journey,  and  the  obligation 
which  I a n under  to  reach  home  by  a fixed  day,  I j 
most  earnestly  entreat  my  fellow  citizens  to  allow  J 
me  to  pass  from  this  city  quietly  and  unceremoni- 
ously, without  making  me  the  occasion  of  any  po- 
pular demonstration  whatever.  I urge  this  request 
in  all  truth  and  sincerity,  and  I hope  that  the  mo- 
tives and  circumstances  by  which  I am  governed 
will  be  justly  appreciated.  I am,  with  great  respect, 
your  friend  and  obedient  servant,  H.  CLAY. 
Messrs.  C.  A.  Repplier,  H.  Heimuth , John  B.  Kenney. 

We  have  no  space  now,  nor,  indeed,  is  it  neces- 
sary, to  make  any  comment  on  the  worth  of  the  man 
to  whom  these  honors  have  been  paid.  The  spon- 
taneous burst  of  public  feeling,  however,  show  what 
is  due,  and  what  is  felt,  and  what  is  deserved. 

We  understand  that  the  Kentucky  merchants  in 
this  city  paid  their  respects  to  their  great  statesman. 

We  think  a word  of  commendation  is  due  to  those 
who  managed  the  procession  on  Saturday.  The  ap- 
pointment of  chief  marshal  was  not  made  until 
near  eleven  o’clock  on  Saturday,  and  then  all  the 
details  and  preparations  were  to  be  considered  and 
made. 

RECEPTION  IN  BALTIMORE. 

From  the  Patriot  of  Tuesday. 

Mr.  Clay,  accompanied  by  the  committee  of  es- 
cort who  had  proceeded  to  Philadelphia  for  that  pur- 
pose, reached  the  outer  depot,  in  the  rail  road  cars,  at 
1 o’clock,  P.  M.  yesterday.  Here  he  found  waiting 
his  arrival,  the  committee  of  reception,  together 
with  a vast  assemblage  of  citizens  in  carnages,  on 
horse  back  and  on  foot,  who  had  many  of  them  left 
the  city  an  hour  or  two  before,  with  a view  of  wel- 
coming by  their  presence  the  approach  of  the  dis- 
tinguished statesman  ol  the  west.  General  Lpakin, 
mayor  of  the  city,  in  a short  but  appropriate  ad- 
dress, welcomed  him  to  the  hospitalities  of  the  city, 
and  general  Medtart,  as  chairman  of  the  committee 
of  reception,  assured  the  distinguished  visitant  of 
the  great  satisfaction  which  hi3  arrival  gave  to  the 
people  of  Baltimore,  and  tendered  him  an  escort  to 
his  lodgings. 

The  procession  was  then  formed  in  line,  by  the 
chief  marshal  and  his  assistants,  in  the  following 
order: 

Citizens  on  horseback;  Mr.  Clay,  in  an  open  ba- 
rouche, accompanied  by  the  several  committees  in 
open  barouches,  citizens  in  vehicles  of  various 
kinds;  citizens  on  foot. 

About  two  o’clock  the  extended  line  got.  into 
motion,  and  passed  up  from  Canton  along  Pratt 
street  to  Eutaw;  up  Eutaw  to  Baltimore;  down 
Baltimore  to  Calvert  street,  and  thence  to  the  Cily 
Hotel,  where  appartinents  had  been  prepared  for 
the  guest,  and  where  it  arrived  about  a quarter  past 
three  P.  M.  Some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the 
length  of  the  possession  when  we  state  that  the 
barouche  in  which  rode  Mr.  Clay,  had  turned  into 
Calvert  street  and  brought  up  at  the  front  of  the 
hotel,  before  the  rear  of  the  line  had  wheeled  from 
Pratt  into  Eutaw  street!  It  is  evident,  therefore, 
to  those  acquainted  with  the  localises,  that  the 
extent  of  the  procession  could  not  have  been  less 
than  a mile. 

On  reaching  the  City  Hotel,  Mr.  Clay  left  the 
borouche  and  entered  Ihe  hotel,  at  one  of  the  case- 
ments of  which,  fronting  Monument  Square,  he 
shortly  afterwards  appeared.  And  here,  in  pre- 
sence of  a vast  and  enthusiastic  crowd  of  citizens 
who  occupied  to  overflowing  all  the  open  space  in 
front  of  the  hotel  from  the  monument  to  Baltimore 
street,  Mr.  Clay  was  addressed  by  G.  11.  Richard- 
son, esq.  on  behalf  of  the  whigs  of  Baltimore.  Mr. 
R.  spoke  with  much  feeling  and  eloquence;  and 
after  adverting  in  a summary  manner,  but  with 
much  power  and  effect  to  the  various  passages  in 
Mr  Clay’s  public  career,  which  had  distinguished 
him,  especially  as  an  enlightened  statesman  and  a 
true  patriot, and  had  therefore  served  to  endear  him 
to  the  hearts  of  his  fellow  citizens,  Mr.  R'chardson, 
in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the  vast  as- 
semblage who  were  present  and  seconded  his  words, 
by  every  token  of  sincerity  and  applause,  welcomed 
Mr.  Clay  to  the  monumental  city. 

His  concluding  words,  involving  a sentiment  so 
grateful  to  the  assemblage  present,  was  responded 
to  by  a deafning  acclamation.  When  this  had  in 
some  measure  ceased,  Mr.  Clay  commenced  a reply 
to  the  welcome  thus  accorded  through  Mr.  Richard- 
son. His  address,  though  not  occupying  more  than 
half  an  hour,  if  so  long,  was  characterised  by  much 
of  the  varied  ability— the  playfulness,  the  humor, 
the  high  patriotic  feeling,  and  the  fervid  eloquence, 
which  combine  to  produce  in  him,  one  of  the  most 
splendid  and  efficient  orators  of  his  age.  We  should 
vainly  attempt  to  do  justice  to  this  address  by  any 
off- hand  sketch,  in  our  power,  under  the  circum- 
stances, and  shall,  therefore,  make  no  such  attempt. 
But  we  may  give  a summary  of  the  points  made, 


raiher  than  the  language  used,  in  particular  por- 
tions of  it,  and  may  say  in  general,  that  the  argu- 
ment and  the  eloquence  of  the  speaker  went  home 
to  their  bosoms,  and  made  a most  powerful  impres- 
sion upon  the  minds  of  thousands  who  heard  it.  It 
was  as  seed  sown  in  good  ground,  and  will  not  be 
lost. 

His  playful  illusions  to  the  state  of  friendly  vas- 
salage to  the  various  committees  of  his  friends,  un- 
der which  he  had  lived  for  some  weeks  past,  and 
to  his  diversion  for  a short  season  into  the  domi- 
nions of  the  virgin  queen,  as  a means  of  temporary 
relief  from  the  pressure  of  well  meant  kindness, 
were  exceedingly  happy,  and  drew  the  most  mark- 
ed and  approbatory  responses  from  his  hearers.  In 
another  vein,  his  remarks  on  the  state  of  the  coun- 
try, under  the  misrule  of  the  existing  administra- 
tion, went  home  to  the  hearts  of  the  assemblage;  as 
did  also,  we  fervently  trust,  the  earnest  and  high 
souled  counsels  of  the  orator  on  behalf  of  union — 
of  that  union,  thorough  and  cordial,  that  must  lead 
to  victory. 

In  glancing  at  the  general  aspect  of  the  country, 
as  affected  by  the  ■•reform.''  administrations  of  the 
last  ten  years,  Mr.  Clay  adverted  forcibly  to  the 
moral  revolution  which  had  been  wrought  out  or 
was  at  least  in  rapid  progress,  by  that  agency.  In 
the  good  old  times  of  Jeffersonian  republicanism,  it 
was  the  usage  of  the  popular  administrations  of 
those  days  to  follow  public  opinion  instead  of  at- 
tempting to  dictate  to  it.  The  practice  of  Jeffer- 
son, himself,  the  father  of  American  democracy, 
was  appealed  to  with  effect,  in  support  of  this  state- 
ment. The  embargo,  non-intercourse  and  other 
restrictive  measures  of  that  popular  administration, 
in  reference  to  England,  were  abandoned,  after  a 
fair  trial,  when  they  were  found  to  be  unsupported 
by  public  opinion,  or  as  running  counter  to  the  po- 
pular will;  and  war,  the  honorable  and  righteous 
war,  from  which  our  country  emerged  with  so  much 
credit  to  her  firmness,  her  justice  and  her  arms, 
was  afterwards  resorted  to  in  support  of  our  rights 
and  in  strict  obedience  to  the  high  resolves  of  the 
people.  But  lo  the  contrast!  The  Jeffersonian 
democracy  counselled  obedience  to  public  opinion. 
The  pretended  democracy  of  those  now  in  power, 
teaches  that  the  administration  is  the  fountain  of 
wisdom,  a9  it  is  unfortunately  of  official  power;  and 
that  instead  of  being  guverned  or  swayed  in  its 
measures  by  the  will  of  the  people,  public  opinion, 
throughout  the  country  must  be  regulated  and  go- 
verned by  edicts  from  Washington. 

If  the  democratic  conduct  of  the  Jefferson  ad- 
ministration was  well  illustrated  by  its  course  on 
the  restrictive  measures  previous  to  the  war,  the 
anti-democratic  conduct  of  those  now  in  power,  is 
not  less  forcibly  illustrated,  in  the  matter  of  the 
sub  treasury  question.  Three  times  have  the  peo- 
ple and  the  people’s  representatives — he  might  (said 
Mr.  Clay)  almost  say  three  times  three — repudiat- 
ed and  condemned  this  specious  scheme  of  Ihe  ad- 
ministration, to  put  money  in  the  purses  of  its  my- 
riad of  officers  and  agents.  But  does  the  adminis- 
tration desist  from  urging  this  scheme  upon  the 
country,  in  accordance  wilh  those  unequivocal  in- 
dications of  the  public  will,  in  opposition?  No! 
So  far  from  acquiescing  in  the  conclusions  of  the 
public  mind,  upon  this  exciting  measure,  the  ad- 
ministration is  but  the  more  tenacious  to  its  purpose, 
and  intent  upon  forcing  it  upon  the  country,  with 
all  its  attendant  evils,  utterly  regardless  of  all  the 
bearings  of  public  opinion,  and  “in  spite  of  the 
lamentations  here  and  elsewhere!”  Nothing,  in- 
deed, could  be  plainer  or  more  striking  than  the 
contrast  thus  put  forth  by  the  speaker,  between 
Jefferson  and  Van  Buren  democracy. 

The  much  vaunted  “reforms”  of  the  “predeces- 
sor,” were  also  alluded  to  with  effect,  by  the  elo- 
quent speaker.  The  r-trenchers  and  reformers 
were  exceedingly  lavish  in  their  promises.  En- 
larging upon  the  abuses  and  extravagances  of  an 
administration  under  whose  lavish  rule,  the  expen 
ditures  of  the  government  had  almost  reached  thir- 
teen millions  a year,  the  reformers  pledge  them- 
selves to  the  utmost  economy  in  theirexpenditures, 
and  to  the  most  searching  operations  in  laying  bare 
the  official  abuses  of  the  preceding  administration. 
But  lo,  again,  the  result!  The  people,  confiding 
partly  in  the  accusations  of  past  abuses,  and 
partly  in  their  promises  of  reform,  wffiich  were 
dealt  out  so  profusely,  put  the  “ reform ” adminis- 
tration in  power.  And  such  has  been  their  admira- 
ble handiwork  in  reducing  expenditures — such  their 
power  and  their  will  in  reforming  extravagances, 
that  the  public  expenditures  have  grown  under  Ihe 
hands  of  these  “retrenchers”  from  almost  thirteen, 
to  nearly  thirty-nine  millions  of  dollars  per  annum! 
O,  wonderful  retrenchment! 

In  the  searching  operation  of  discovering  and 
correcting  official  abuses  under  the  preceding  ad- 
ministration, the  success  of  the  “reformers,”  and 


haply,  of  the  country,  has  been  equally  striking, 
and  not  less  strongly  tnaiked. — Without  alluding  to 
the  out-cry  raised  against  the  former  administration, 
and  without  adverting  to  the  manner  in  which  these 
“searching  operations”  have  been  carried  out  in 
practise,  it  will  be  enough  to  look  at  the  result. 
And  if  you  search  the  searchers,  (said  Mr.  Clay), 
you  will  probably  find,  in  their  fall  pockets,  an  ex- 
planation for  the  emptiness  of  their  professioits. 

The  ten  year?  administration  of  the  ieformers, 
had  been  evidently  promotive  of  any  thing  but  real 
and  healthful  reform  to  the  country  or  its  institu- 
tions. Comparing  Ihe  presmt  with  the  past,  it  was 
impossible  not  to  see  and  be  struck  with  the  inau- 
spicious change.  Under  the  administration  of  the 
reformers,  the  embezzlements,  and  defalcations  of 
the  government  agents  had  amounted  to  a larger 
sum,  in  the  aggregate,  than  all  the  moneys  lost  to 
the  country,  in  a similar  manner,  for  the  previous 
forty  years,  or  since  the  adoption  of  constitutional 
government!  And  why  was  this?  Whence  did  it 
happen,  that  the  “ reform ” peculations  of  the  last 
ten  years,  exceeded  the  aggregate  of  the  previ- 
ous forty  years?  There  was  but  one  way  to  ac- 
count for  it.  The  conclusion  was  inevitable,  that 
in  the  matter  of  plain  every  day  honesty  and  inte- 
grity of  character,  the  official  corps  were  not  a fair 
sample  of  the  people  at  large. 

The  remarks  of  Mr.  Clay  upon  the  policy  of 
th e reform  administration  in  putting  down  the  na- 
tional bank,  and  thus  giving  full  control  of  our  mo- 
netary affairs  to  the  bank  of  a foreign  nation,  were 
to  the  point,  were  heard  with  marked  attention. 
The  characteristic  difference  between  the  two 
money  powers  was  striking.  One,  they  had  indeed 
called  a “monster;”  but  if  it  were  a monster,  it 
should  always  be  recollected  that  we  the  people, 
had  the  control  of  its  cage!  It  was  bound  in  the 
iron  meshes  of  a charter,  granted  by  the  national  le- 
gislature, and  therefore  under  the  constant  control 
of  our  laws,  as  well  as  subject,  in  its  fiscal  admi- 
nistration to  be  operated  upon  by  the  wants  and 
wishes  and  sympathies  of  the  American  people. 
But  how  was  it  with  the  foreign  “monster”  which 
by  destroying  the  U.  S.  Bank  has  now  got  control 
of  the  money  market  of  the  world,  reacting  most 
sensibly  upon  our  own?  What  cares  the  Bank  of 
England  for  the  wants  and  wishes  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States?  Her  interest  is  often,  in  fact, 
antagonistical  to  the  commercial  prosperity  of  this 
country.  So  far  from  sympathising  with  the  wants 
and  wishes  of  our  people,  it  is  often  an  important 
game  with  the  foreign  “monster,”  which  the  refor- 
mers have  substituted  for  our  own,  to  increase  the 
pressure  there  and  elsewhere,  for  the  very  purpose 
of  lowering  the  prices  of  cotton  and  flour,  the  great 
staples  of  our  country — so  as  to  bring  each  into  con- 
sumption in  England  upon  cheap  terms.  Is  cotton 
high?  says  the  Bank  of  England — it  must  come 
down!  so  that  our  manufacturers  may  get  it  on  their 
own  terms.  Is  flour  high?  It,  too,  must  come 
down — as  it  is  the  interest  of  England  to  buy  as 
cheap  as  she  can.  To  further  her  interest,  therefore, 
the  Bank  of  England  puts  the  screws  upon  the 
money  market,  and  so  reduces  the  prices  of  Ameri- 
can staples,  utterly  regardless  of  the  adverse  effect 
upon  this  side  of  the  Atlantic!  Such  is  evidently 
the  operation  and  effects  of  one  of  the  reforms 
brought  about,  by  the  reformers,  namely,  the  re- 
form which  took  the  principal  control  of  regulation 
of  our  monetary  exchanges  from  a national  institu- 
tion of  our  own  creation,  and  placed  it  in  the  hands 
of  a foreign  bank  which  cares  not  for  us,  and  has 
no  sympathies  with  our  people. 

His  allusion  to  the  glorious  part  heretofore  play- 
ed by  the  “Maryland  line”  in  a conjuncture  fraught 
with  the  fate  of  nalions,  touched  a cord  in  many  a 
bosom,  that  will  only  yield  full  response  at  the  bal- 
lot boxes  in  October.  Then,  ?s  formerly,  we  trust 
that  the  “Maryland  line”  will  indeed  be  found  to 
do  its  duty!  When  the  speaker  ceased,  a round  of 
applause  arose  that  made  the  welkin  ring.  And, 
in  view  of  the  whole  proceeding,  we  may  safely 
and  freely  add,  that  if  ever  man  was  cordially  and 
enthusiastically  welcomed  on  his  arrival  in  a friend- 
ly community,  then  was  Henry  Clay  so  welcomed 
in  Baltimore  yesterday. 

Until  a late  hour  in  the  evening  Mr.  Clay’s  rooms 
were  crowded  by  the  people,  and  occasional  cheers 
gave  evidence  of  the  enthusiastic  esteem  with 
which  they  regarded  him. 

This  morning  he  left  in  the  cars  for  Washington, 
whence  he  will  pursue  his  way,  by  the  White  Sul- 
phur springs,  homeward. 

A GREAT  ROGUE. 

The  Boston  Atlas  states  that  a notorious  English 
pickpocket  and  burglar,  named  James  Smith,  alias 
James  Brown,  was  sentenced  bv  the  municipal  court 
of  that  city  on  the  12th  insfant  to  three  years’  hard 
labor  in  the  state  prison,  for  robbing  Mr.  Charles 
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Goddard,  at  the  depot  of  the  Providence  rail  road, 
and  Phineas  J.  Stone,  at  the  auction  room  of  Tho- 
mas W.  Sears,  in  Boston.. 

Smith  is  said  to  be  a rogue  of  the  first  magnitude. 
He  was  one  of  the  three  persons  concerned  in  the 
robbery  of  the  City  Bank  of  New  York  some  ten 
years  ago,  for  which  lie  was  arrested,  convicted, 
and  sent  to  the  state  prison  at  Sing  Sing  for  a pe- 
riod of  five  years.  He  served  out  his  term  of  impri- 
sonment, tlien  re  appeared  in  the  city,  and  as  is  the 
case  with  old  offenders,  commenced  anew  his  career 
of  successful  villany.  The  circumstances  connect- 
ed with  the  depredation  upon  the  City  Bank  are  ra- 
ther curious,  and  possess  sufficient  interest  to  be 
given  to  the  public. 

The  amount  stolen  was  $287,000.  The  accom- 
plices of  Smith  were  a Scotchman  named  Murray, 
and  an  Englishman  named  Phillips.  They  entered 
the  bank  on  a Sunday  evening  by  means  of  false 
keys,  and  removed  the  deposites  to  Smith’s  house. 
As  the  officers  of  the  bank  did  not  open  the  doors 
until  9 o’clock  the  next  morning,  discovery  of  the 
robbery  was  not  made  until  that  time.  When  it  be- 
came known.  Wall  street  was  in  an  uproar  in  a mo- 
ment. Information  was  promptly  transmitted  to 
the  police  office,  and  a reward  of  $10,000  immedi- 
ately offered  for  the  apprehension  ofthe  villains  and 
the  recovery  ofthe  money.  The  lynx-eyed  officers 
ofthe  police  were  immediately  in  motion,  and  they 
scoured  every  nook  and  corner  where  they  thought 
they  could  gather  information  that  would  give  them 
a scent  of  those  who  had  committed  the  daring  deed. 
One  day  passed  away,  and  another,  and  another,  but 
nothing  came  to  light.  Even  that  renowned  thief- 
catcher,  old  Hays,  was  “at  fault,  and  could’nt  fol- 
low.” A week  elapsed,  and  no  doubt  began  to  be 
entertained  that  the  rogues  had  been  as  successful 
in  laying  their  plans  to  avoid  detection  as  they  had 
been  in  accomplishing  the  robbery. 

But  justice,  though  slow  sometimes  in  her  move- 
ments, is  pretty  generally  sure  to  overtake  the 
guilty.  So  it  proved  eventually  in  this  case,  as  the 
sequel  discloses. 

Early  on  the  Monday  succeeding  the  robbery,  a 
well-dressed  man  made  application  at  a respectable 
boarding  house  in  the  upper  part  of  the  city  for  ac- 
commodation for  a few  days.  His  request  was 
granted.  He  stated  that  he  was  engaged  in  the 
preparation  of  a literary  work,  and  that  he  was  oblig- 
ed to  devote  all  his  time  to  have  it  ready  within  the 
period  he  contracted  for,  he  should  want  a separate 
room,  where  he  would  be  undisturbed.  As  he  was 
a stranger,  he  tendered  the  week’s  board  in  advance, 
which  was  received.  He  then  inquired  it  it  would 
comport  with  the  convenience  of  the  housekeeper 
to  furnish  his  meals  in  his  own  room,  provided  he 
made  an  extra  allowance  for  the  trouble.  This  was 
readily  agieed  to,  and  tile  stranger  took  possession 
of  tile  apartment  assigned  him,  bag  and  baggage.— 
Meanwhile  time  rolled  on,  the  good  landlady  mani- 
festing every  disposition  to  do  every  thing  lor  his 
comfort  and  accommodation  that  the  stranger  de- 
sired. 

There  was  but  one  domestic  in  the  house,  ami 
that  a female,  about  twenty  years  of  age.  She,  of 
course,  as  well  as  the  landlady,  had  heard  all  about 
the  great  robbery,  which  was  a topic  of  a good  deal 
of  conversation  between  them.  The  curiosity  of 
this  domestic  was  not  a little  excited  about  the  mys- 
terious stranger  who  was  the  inmate  of  the  house. 
Once  excited,  she  kept  her  eyes  open  when  she  en- 
tered his  room  daily  for  the  purpose  of  arranging 
it,  and  every  now  and  then  communicated  to  her 
mistress  that  all  did  not  look  right.  She  watched 
him  through  the  key-hole, and  onceor  twicethought 
she  was  able  to  distinguish  him  counting  on  the  ta- 
ble a large  pile  of  bank  bills.  The  door,  too,  was 
always  kept  locked,  and  only  opened  when  she  pre- 
sented herself  with  his  meals.  At  last  she  ventured 
to  intimate  her  suspicions  that  the  stranger  was  no 
better  than  he  ought  to  be,  and  might  be  the  man 
who  had  robbed  the  bank.  The  mistress  demurred, 
but  as  the  girl’s  discoveries  increased  every  day, 
the  good  lady  at  last  thought  it  to  be  her  duty  to 
communicate  the  whole  story  to  her  husband,  and 
they  took  counsel  together  to  determine  what  should 
be  done. 

In  the  midst  of  their  consultation,  one  night,  about 
12  o’clock,  they  heard  the  stranger  come  out  of  his 
room,  lock  the  door,  take  out  the  key,  descend  the 
stairs,  and  walk  out  of  the  house.  They  promptly 
decided  to  have  an  examination,  and  such  an  exa- 
mination as  would  settle  all  doubts.  The  husband 
hastened,  or  rather  ran  for  old  Hays,  called  him 
from  his  bed,  and  communicated  his  suspicions. — 
The  sagacious  minister  of  justice  made  particular 
inquiry  about  the  personal  appearance  of  the  stran- 
ger, rolled  up  his  eyes  with  a sort  of  half  laugh , and 
exclaimed,  “that’s  the  fellow — I know  him.”  In  a 
few  minutes  he  repaired  to  the  house,  attended  bv 
lii*  son,  and  on  finding  that  the  stranger  had  not  yet 


returned,  they  proceeded  to  his  room,  young  Hays 
opening  it  with  his  skeleton  keys.  The  large  trunk 
which  stood  in  the  corner  of  the  room  was  instantly 
thrown  open,  and  under  the  cover  of  a few  shirts, 
Hays  exposed  to  their  astonished  eyes  the  thousands 
of  dollars  which  had  so  long  been  the  object  of  their 
anxious  solicitude  and  search. 

The  trunk  was  then  relocked,  the  room  closed, 
and  the  officers  went  below  to  await  the  return  of 
the  stranger.  He  came  in  about  an  hour,  was  ta- 
ken possession  of  by  Hays,  and  with  the  booty, 
was  held  safe  until  morning.  The  amount  found 
in  the  trunk  was  about  $200,000. 

It  was  ascertained  afterward  that  the  original 
plan  ofthe  robbers  was  to  take  the  morning  boat 
ior  Philadelphia,  and  conceal  the  money  there, — 
Murray  proceeded,  but  Smith  did  not  reach  the 
wharf  in  time.  Disappointed  in  that  respect,  he  de- 
cided upon  the  course  which  he  pursued,  and  which 
eventuated  in  his  discovery  and  apprehension. — 
Hays  always  said  that,  if  Murray  had  been  allowed 
the  custody  of  the  booty,  he  w'ould  not  have  been 
detected.  But  as  he  would  sometimes  indulge  in 
a drop  too  much,  his  accomplice  dared  not  trust 
him.  The  information  given  by  Smith  led  to  the 
apprehension  of  Murray  afterwards,  and  the  bank 
at  last  succeeded  in  restoring  to  its  vaults  nearly 
the  whole  ofthe  very  large  sum  abstracted. 

The  rewaid  of  $-10,000,  offered  by  the  bank,  was 
paid  into  the  chancery  court,  where  the  police  of- 
ficers, boarding  house  keepers,  and  the  servant  girl 
had  a sharp  battle  for  the  spoils.  The  court  award 
ed — and  it  was  a righteous  judgment — the  whole  to 
the  servant  girl. 

The  gang  was  composed  in  the  first  place  of  four. 
Murray  kept  house,  and  there  they  arranged  their 
plans  and  made  the  instruments  and  keys  with 
which  they  accomplished  the  robbery.  They  con- 
fessed that  they  were  about  three  months  in  the 
work  of  preparation.  Phillips  was  successful  in 
making  his  escape;  Murray  went  to  Sing  Sing  and 
died  there;  and  Smith  having  served  out  his  term 
of  imprisonment,  was  restored  to  his  liberty,  but 
had  become  too  hardened  in  iniquity  to  lead  an 
honest  life.  He  now  goes  to  the  state  prison  at 
Charlestown  for  a period  of  three  years,  and  if  he 
has  not  yet  learned  that  the  way  of  the  transgres- 
sor is  hard,  there  is  not  much  reason  to  think  he 
ever  will. 


ANCIENT  CITY  OF  P VLENQUE,  IN  NORTH 
AMERICA. 

To  the  editors  of  the  Richmond  Compiler. 

Dear  sirs:  The  interest  you  appear  to  take  in 
the  prosecution  of  American  antiquities,  as  exhi 
bited  in  the  remarks  you  published  on  Tuesday 
last,  (July  30th),  respecting  the  discovery  ofthe 
mummies  at  Durango,  in  Mexico,  induces  me  to 
trouble  you  with  a few  remarks  and  queries,  which 
I shall  be  glad  to  have  published  in  your  pap  r, 
witti  the  request  to  have  the  same  copied  into  other 
papers,  with  the  view  of  eliciting  information  on  a 
subject  that  appears  to  me  of  sufficient  importance 
to  demand  such  publicity. 

Antecedent  to  the  year  1832,  a Mr.  F.  Waldeck, 
a native  of  Germany,  but  then  aresident  in  the  city 
ot  Mexico,  and  who  had  formerly  been  attached  to 
the  emperor  Napoleon’s  expedition  into  Egypt,  had 
possession  of  a number  of  plants,  drawings  of 
buildings,  hieroglyphics,  and  other  documents  re- 
lating to.  or  said  to  be  found  in,  a city  called  Pa- 
lenque,  believed  to  be  one  of  the  largest,  most  mag- 
nificent and  ancient  cities  of  the  w’estern  world. 
From  these  documents  it  appeared  that  Palenqne 
was  situated  on  tile  banks  of  the  Rio  Hermosa,  or 
Tabasco,  in  the  state  or  district  of  Chiapa,  imme- 
diately south  of  that  of  Tabasco;  and  that  its  lati- 
tude was  about  17  degrees  north,  and  its  longitude 
from  Greenwich,  91  degrees  50  minutes  west.  The 
city  ilsell  was  so  completely  covered  with  soft  al- 
luvial soil,  and  the  vegitation  over  it  so  luxuriant, 
that  it  was  with  difficulty  any  traces  of  it  could  be 
found;  but  small  excavations  had  been  made  to  a 
sufficient  extent  to  prove  that  its  circumference  ex- 
ceeded six  miles.  They  had  also  laid  open  seve- 
ral stone  buildings  of  vast  extent  and  magnificence, 
and  several  columns,  statutes  and  other  works  of 
art  had  been  partially  brought  to  light;  all  of  which 
appeared  to  indicate  so  close  a semblance  to  the 
temples  and  idols  of  ancient  Egypt,  as  to  almost 
induce  a supposition  that  these  distant  spots  must 
formerly  have  had  intercourse  together.  M.  Wal- 
deck being  a man  of  great  perseverence,  and  having 
devoted  much  time  to  the  study  of  antiquities,  and 
the  ancient  Indian  languages,  and  hieroglyphics, 
submitted  the  documents  and  information  he  had 
obtained  not  only  to  the  principal  merchants  and 
citizens  of  Mexico,  but  likewise  to  the  government 
authorities  of  that  countiv,  and  to  those  of  France 
3nd  England;  and  he  not  only  obtained  a free  dis 
pensation  from  the  government  of  Mexico  to  visit 


the  place,  and  make  such  excavations  as  might  be 
nece.-sary,  but  was  aided  by  the  subscription  of  a 
considerable  sum  of  money,  amounting  it  is  believ- 
ed, to  several  thousand  dollars,  to  enable  him  to 
carry  his  investigations  into  effect;  it  being  under- 
stood that  those  who  subscribed  the  necessary  funds 
should  be  put  in  possession  of  his  drawings  and 
researches,  that  they  might  be  able  to  re-imburse 
themselves  by  their  publication. 

The  English  nation,  it  is  believed,  did  not  sub- 
scribe to  or  countenance  the  exploration,  but  the 
French  look  it  up  warmly,  and  sent  a vessel  to  Vera 
Cruz  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  M.  Waldeck  as 
far  up  the  Rio  Formosa  as  possible.  They  also 
contributed  a considerable  sum  of  money  towards 
defraying  the  expenses,  and  sent  out  two  draughts- 
men, an  astronomer,  a naturalist,  and  several  la- 
borers to  assist  in  the  necessary  excavations.  M. 
Waldeck  joined  this  corps,  and  the  writer  of  the 
-present  article  was  with  them,  and  took  leave  of 
them  on  the  morning  of  Monday,  2d  April,  1832, 
when  they  cleared  out  of  the  port  of  Vera  Cruz, 
to  proceed  on  their  proposed  labors.  From  that 
time  to  the  present  he  has  never  been  able  to  pro- 
cure any  tidings  of  them,  except  a mere  vague  re- 
port (but  from  whom  he  cannot  recollect)  that  the 
corps  had  made  its  first  report  to  Paris,  and  that  the 
first  number  of  the  Iivraisonof  that  report  had  been 
published  there  several  years  ago,  illustrated  with 
engravings  so  large  and  highly  finished  that  the 
cost  of  this  first  part  was  160  francs,  a price  so 
high  that  it  met  but  few  purchasers,  and  therefore 
never  got  fairly  before  the  world.  But  it  was  stat- 
ed that  the  discoveries  disclosed  exceeded  the  most 
sanguine  hopes  and  expectations  of  those  origi- 
nally embarked  in  the  expedition. 

The  writer  (long  since  an  inhabitant  of  this 
country)  has  made  inquiries  at  some  of  the  princi- 
pal public  libraries  of  the  cities  of  the  United 
States  in  hopes  ol  finding  this  first  report,  and  has 
also  searched  the  foreign  reviews  and  periodicals, 
hoping  to  find  some  notice  of  its  publication,  but 
in  vain.  Discoveries  of  so  much  importance  to 
the  early  history  of  America  ought  not  to  be  passed 
over  slightly;  and  the  object  of  the  present  notice  is 
to  ask  your  numerous  readers  whether  they  have 
seen  or  heard  of  such  a publication.  If  the  work 
is  printed  in  Paris,  and  has  been  checked  in  its  cir- 
culation by  its  great  cost,  it  is  believed  that  some 
of  our  many  periodical  publications  would  confer  a 
favor  on  their  readers  by  giving  an  abstract  of  its 
contents,  and  some  account  of  the  discoveries  that 
have  been  made,  and  no  one  perhaps  would  feel 
more  gratified  by  this  information  than  your  friend 
and  constant  reader,  J.  MILLINGTON, 

Professor  of  chemistry  and  natural  philosophy 
in  William  and  Mary  college. 

Williamsburg , Va.  August  2,  1839. 


THE  LAST  ERUPTION  OF  VESUVIUS. 

TRANSLATED  FROM  THE  GERMAN. 

If  the  last  eruption  ol  Vesuvius,  at  the  beginning 
of  this  year,  was  ofthe  greatest  interest  for  the  ge- 
ologists as  w’ell  as  the  artists,  and  afforded,  even  to 
the  eye  of  a simple  spectator,  an  inexpressibly  beau- 
tiuful  sight,  it  exhibited  at  the  same  time  meteorolo- 
gical phenomena  ofthe  greatest  importance.  It  will, 
therefore,  not  be  without  interest  to  our  readers  to 
receive  a short  extract  from  the  observations  of  one 
of  our  natural  philosophers,  such  as  they  have  been 
communicated  by  him  to  the  royal  academy  of 
sciences,  (supposed  to  be  that  of  Berlin). 

From  actual  measurements,  then  instituted,  it  ap- 
pears that  the  flames  or  fire-columns  in  the  night, 
ii  om  the  2d  to  the  3d  of  January,  with  an  expansion 
ol  from  4,000  to  5,000  leet  diameter,  rose  to  the 
height  of  1,100  feet,  (from  the  brink  ofthe  crater, 
consequently  of  one-third  of  the  whole  mountain); 
while  the  red  hot  stones  and  masses  of  rock  were 
hurled  still  4,000  to  5,000  feet  higher,  which,  in 
coming  down,  produced  a dreadful  crashing  noise, 
and  covered  the  whole  cone.  The  surface  of  the 
crater  has  risen,  during  these  three  days,  45  feet 
notwithstanding  the  descending  lava  carried  along 
with  it  a great  part  of  the  ejected  matter;  on  the 
other  hand,  the  point  called  del  Palo  has  lowered 
nine  feet.  The  volcanic  phenomena  reached,  in  the 
night,  from  the  3d  to  the  4th,  an  awful  violence;  they 
counted,  in  half  an  hour’s  time,  from  1 1 h . 21m.  to 
Uh.  50m.  219  electric  sparks  or  discharges  of  im- 
mense extent  and  the  greatest  beauty,  of  the  most 
vivid  and  fiery  light,  like  lightning  of  a zigzag  form, 
without,  however,  causing  the  least  thunder  or  other 
noise.  They  started  all  from  the  extreme  points  of 
the  fiery  columns,  or  from  the  edge  of  the  lava, 
where  it  flowed  from  the  crater,  and  all  took  the 
same  direction  upwards.  In  the  nights  from  the  2d 
to  the  3d,  and  from  the  6th  to  the  7th,  there  were 
observed  a great  quantity  of  shooting  stars  of  un- 
common size  and  dim  light,  which,  in  an  almost  ho- 
rizontal direction,  threw  themselves  into  the  flames, 
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as  if  attracted  by  a rnagnetical  force,  leaving  behind 
them  a milky  streak  which  was  visible  some  time 
after  the  star  had  vanished.  The  ejection  of  ashes 
to  the  southeast  side  was  very  considerable,  and 
Torre  del  Annan  Ziuta,  as  well  as  the  whole  territo- 
ry for  many  miles  in  circumference,  was  and  is  still 
covered  with  two  to  three  feet  of  ashes,  which  for  a 
time  interrupted  the  communication  on  the  main 
road. 


MEETING  OF  MECHANICS  AND  WORKING 
MEN. 

At  a numerous  assemblage  of  the  mechanics  and 
workingmen  ot  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia, 
held  in  the  county  court  house  on  Monday  alternoon, 
Aug.  L 9 f h , for  the  put  pose  of  expressing  their  opi- 
nions relative  to  the  construction,  by  Philadelphia 
michimsts,  of  the  engine  intended  for  the  national 
steam  frigate,  about  to  be  built  at  the  Philadelphia 
navy  yard,  the  following  officers  were  selected: 

For  president — George  Sinilh  ot  the  city. 

For  vice  president — Anthony  Davis,  ol  Kensing- 
ton; D miel  L irge,  of  do.;  William  JBonsali,  of  South- 
wark; John  Niglee,  of  Northern  Liberties;  George 
W.  Metlar.  of  Spring  Garden;  and  Charles  S.  De- 
veuny,  of  Kensington. 

Foi  secretaries — Enoch  E.  Camp,  John  C.  Gill 
and  Tiios.  G.  Bignall. 

O i motion  the  following  gentlemen  were  selected 
to  draft  resolutions  expressive  of  the  sense  of  the 
meeting. 

Alfred  M.  Clarke,  of  Holloway’s  foundry. 

Win.  Clark,  of  Merrick  ik  Town’s  foundry. 

Geo.  W.  Rufty,  of  Baldwin  & co’s  foundry. 

J.  R.  Morton,  of  Park  & Tiers’  foundry. 

John  Alexander,  of  Norris’s  foundrj  . 

John  C.  Doyle,  of  Agnew’s  foundry 

Jas.  Tull,  of  Rush  & Muhlenberg’s  foundry. 

John  S mlh,  of  Morris  & co’s  foundry. 

James  Slater,  of  Large’s  foundry. 

S.  Bradley,  of  Parrish  So  Johnson’s  foundry. 

Thomas  Connell,  Daniel  B Griffin,  Win.  Curry, 
Ezra  Auderton,  and  Daniel  Eardman. 

Tile  meeting  was  then  eloquently  addressed  by 
Charles  Naylor,  esq.  col  John  Thompson,  Win.  L. 
M rst,  esq.  George  W.  Metlar  and  Tiios.  Connell. 

After  which  the  following  resolutions  were  re- 
ported, and  unanimously  adopted; 

Whereas,  at  the  last  session  of  congress,  an  ap- 
propriation was  made  for  building  a steam  frigate  at 
the  Philadelphia  navy  yard — and  as  we  consider  it 
incumbent  upon  the  secretary  of  the  navy  and  the 
navy  board  to  contract  for  the  constmction  of  tier 
engines,  where  they  can  be  best  made,  at  the  least 
expense,  consislent  with  such  efficiency,  as  well  as 
where  the  acknowledged,  reputation  of  the  machi- 
nists for  skill  anil  capability,  founded  upon  tesled 
work,  will  afford  a sufficient  guarantee  to  the  nation 
of  their  fidelity  to  construct  such  machinery,  and 
where  neither  capital  nor  sufficient  security  for  the 
faithful  performance  of  the  contract,  are  wanting: 

Therefore , resoloed,  That  the  acknowledged  repu- 
tation of  Philadelphia  steam  engines,  throughout  the 
United  States,  for  speed,  strength,  durability  and 
safety,  acquired  in  the  space  of  upwards  of  twenty 
years,  during  which  time  not  a life  was  ever  known 
to  have  been  lost,  by  any  accident  or  explosion, 
arising  from  any  defect  in  their  construction,  firmly 
convinces  us,  that  as  good,  if  not  belter  work,  in 
steam  machinery  can  be  manufactured  in  this  city, 
at  the  same  rates,  as  in  any  other  part  ofthe  nation. 

Resolved,  That  the  fact  alone,  that  this  steam  fri- 
gate is  to  be  built  at  our  navy  yard,  affords  a varie- 
ty of  sound  reasons,  apparent  to  every  discerning 
mind,  that  her  engines  should  also  be  constructed 
here,  provided  they  can  be  as  well  made  as  else- 
wh  -re,  ami  at  as  reasonable  a sum. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  selection  by  the  secretary 
of  the  navy,  and  the  navy  board,  of  an  establishment 
in  this  city,  to  erect  these  engines,  they  can  only 
desire,  for  the  national  interests,  to  be  satisfied  of  its 
capability,  capital  and  security  to  perform  the  con- 
tract oil  as  reasonable  terms,  with  regard  to  excel- 
lence of  materials  and  workmanshi|),  as  can  else- 
where be  done.  We,  therefore,  judging  from  an 
experience  in,  and  thorough  knowledge  of  the  ca 
pabilities  of  t he  various  steam  engine  establishments 
of  the  union — in  which  many  of  us  have  been  more 
or  less  employed — are  fully  satisfied  that  the  ma- 
chinists of  that  city  and  commonwealth,  that  gave 
birth  to  a Fitch  ami  a Fulton — who  brought  steam 
to  perfection  as  a propelling  power — lack  neither  of 
the,  above  requisites  to  prevent  the  engines  of  a Phi- 
ladelphia built  steam  frigate  from  being  elsewhere 
co  istructed. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  ot  the  navy  and  the 
navy  boar),  in  selecting  Philadelphia,  as  one  of  the 
ports  at  which  a national  steam  frigate  should  Tie 
erected,  gave  evidence  of  their  approbation  of  the 
skill  and  capability  of  our  ship  builders  for  this  task 
—and  we  cannot  believe,  that  with  their  knowledge 


of  the  work  of  our  machinists,  they  will  ever  con- 
sent to  the  construction  of  her  propelling  power  at 
any  other  place. 

The  following  resolutions  were  offered  by  Charles 
Naylor,  esq. 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting, 
sleain  batteries  will  ultimately,  in  a great  measure 
supercede  all  other  means  of  coast  and  harbor  de- 
fence. That  our  country  will  be  forced  to  resort  to 
them  as  the  only  efficient  method  of  repelling  at- 
tacks from  hostile  steam  ships,  and  that  the  multi- 
plication of  these  latter  in  the  navys  of  England, 
Fiance,  and  other  Euiopean  countries,  strongly  ad- 
monish our  government  of  the  necessity  of  imme- 
diately commencing  and  prosecuting  the  building  of 
them. 

Resolved,  That  the  situation  of  Philadelphia,  the 
cheapness  and  abundance  of  ail  the  necessary  mate- 
rials, its  exlensive  and  industrious  population,  and 
the  great  numbers  of  the  best  and  most  skilful  me- 
chanics on  earth,  the  sweetness  and  freshness  of  its 
water  and  ils  distance  from  the  ocean,  securing  it 
from  attack  during  war,  renders  it  as  a building  sta- 
tion for  steam  vessels  far  superior  to  any  other  in 
the  whole  country;  and  that  as  such  it  deserves  to 
be  immediately  distinguished  by  the  government. 

On  motion  ot  Win.  L.  Hirst,  esq  it  was 

Resolved,  That  a committee  of  ten  machinists  be 
appointed  to  wait  upon,  or  address  the  secretary  of 
(lie  navy,  amt  the  naval  board,  and  adopt  such  mea- 
sures as  they  may  deem  necessary  for  furthering  the 
objects  of  this  meeting. 

Resolved,  That  the  officers  of  the  meeting  select 
such  committee  within  the  space  of  five  days,  ar,d 
report  the  same  through  the  newspapers  of  our  city. 

Resolved,  That  copies  of  these  proceedings  be  for 
warded  to  the  president  ofthe  United  States,  to  the 
secretary  of  Ihe  navy,  and  (he  navy  board,  and  that 
the  editors  of  the  city  papers  are  respectfully  re- 
quested to  give  them  a place  in  their  respective 
journals.  GEORGE  SMITH,  president. 

Anthony  Davis, 

Daniel  Large, 

William  Bonsall, 

John  Naglee, 

Geo.  W.  Metlah, 

Chas.  S.  Devenny,  J 

Enoch  E.  Camp , 

John  C.  Gill,  > secretaries. 

Thos.  C.  Bignall,  J 


vice  presidents. 


THE  STATE  SECURITY  BANKS. 

From  the  Albany  Evening  Journal. 

In  reply  to  an  attack  upon  the  comptroller,  in  Sa- 
turday’s Argus,  there  can  be  no  better  answer  than 
the  statement  which  follows,  showing  the  number  ol 
banks  formed  under  the  general  law,  the  amount  ot 
securities  deposited  with  the  comptroller,  and  the 
amount  of  notes  delivered  to  the  banks  for  circula- 
tion: 


Securities. 

Circulating 

notes. 

Staten  Island  bank. 

#83,600 

$68,725 

Agricultural  bank  of  Herkimer, 

37,750 

10,000 

Bank  of  the  U.  States,  N.  York, 
Bank  of  Western  N.  York,  Ro- 

200,000 

176,000 

chester, 

100,000 

92,792 

Farmer.-,’ bank  of  Seneca  county 

, 14,600 

12,775 

Mechanics’  banking  association. 
North  American  Trust  &.  Bank- 

189,000 

175,200 

ing  company, 

371,900 

290,040 

Farmers’  bank  of  Orleans, 

158,630 

122,210 

Lockport  Bank  and  Trust  co. 
New  York  State  Stock  Security 

183,960 

166,800 

bank. 

Merchants’  and  Farmers’ bank, 

27,200 

27,096 

Ithaca, 

120,800 

111.000 

Bank  of  Syracuse, 

155,800 

111,000 

St.  Lawrence  hank, 

100,000 

94,000 

Merchanls’Exchange  bank,  Buf- 

falo. 

77,000 

75,000 

Farmers’  and  Mechanics’  bank 

of  Gene-ee, 

87,919 

55,000 

Bank  of  Kinderhook, 

100,000 

94,600 

James  bank. 

60,829 

59,800 

’owell  bank, 

125,000 

97,600 

Wool  Growers'  bank. 

20,000 

18,020 

Millers’  hank,  Clyde, 

125,400 

112,520 

Bank  of  Central  New  York, 

45,093 

38,000 

Chelsea  bank, 

50,000 

47,000 

Exchange  bank  of  Genesee, 

44.370 

40,000 

Genesee  county  hank, 

57,250 

48,200 

Fort  Plain  bank, 

81,450 

67,000 

Bank  of  Tonnawanda, 

20,000 

19,000 

Bank  of  Attica, 

39,487 

23,200 

United  States  bank  of  Buffalo, 

75,000 

66.000 

Ballston  Spa  bank. 

78,450 

76,600 

Farmers’  bank  of  Hudson, 

100.200 

90,000 

Mechanics’  bank  of  Buffalo, 

42.650 

35.000 

Mercantile  bank,  Schenectady, 

99,500 

60,950 

Bank  of  Watertown, 

129,106 

51,300 

Bank  of  Lowville,  43,350 

Bank  of  Waterville,  53,300 

Bank  ot  Corning,  32,000 

American  Exchange  bank,  404,000 
Bank  of  Wiiitesiown,  58,550 

Pine  Plain  bank,  76,200 

Canal  hank  ol  Lncknort,  132,700 

Howard  Trustand  Bankingcom- 

pany,  Troy,  48,250 

Washington  county  bank,  37,550 

Bank  of  Commerce,  . 300, 000 

Commercial  bank  oi  Troy,  15,000 

Bank  of  Vernon,  79,819 

Binghampton  bank,  21,950 

Mohawk  Valley  bank,  46,700 

New  York  banking  company,  116,000 
Commercial  bank  of  Rochester,  101,200 
Middletown  bank,  45,400 

Delaware  bank,  48,000 

Bank  of  Waterville,  14,000 

Farmers’ and  Mechanics’  bank, 
Rochester,  42.000 

Bank  of  Dansville,  150,300 

Farmers’  and  Drovers’  bank,  35,900 
Do.  do.  do.  30.000 

Commercial  bank  of  Troy,  16,000 

Washington  bank,  New  York,  45.000 
Farmers’  bank  of  Seneca  county,  12,000 
Farmers’  bank  of  Amsterdam,  20,000 
Millers’  bank,  40,000 

Erie  county  bank,  61,000 

Do.  do.  do.  70,750 


37,500 

45,000 


339,800 

10,600 

50,100 

102,300 

33,000 

12,900 

160,040 


47,800 

20,000 

5,500 

110,000 

69.000 
7,700 

37.000 
4,000 


8,000 


21,000 

9,500 

14.000 
12,600 
10,800 

9,000 

28.000 
56.300 
71,500 


The  complaints  ofthe  Argus  correspondent  against 
the  comptioiier  are,  that  be  does  not  deliver  notes 
to  the  full  amount  ol  the  five  per  cent,  stocks  of  other 
states;  and  that  he  does  not  deliver  notes  as  fast  as 
they  are  required  by  the  banks.  Neither  of  these 
griefs  are  generally  felt.  On  the  contrary,  most  of 
the  banks  are  not  only  satisfied  with,  but  approve 
of  his  course  in  both  these  respects.  In  relation  to 
the  stocks  of  other  states,  the  comptroller  exercises 
an  enlightened  discretion.  In  regard  to  the  issues 
of  the  banks,  though  some  of  them  desire  a more 
rapid  delivery  of  their  notes,  we  cannot  bring  our- 
selves to  believe  that  it  would  be  wise  or  useful, 
either  to  the  banks  or  to  the  currency,  that  the 
course  pursued  by  the  comptroller  should  he  in  any 
respect  changed. 


THE  BANK  OF  ENGLAND. 

From  the  London  Times. 

The  usual  average  return  of  the  liabilities  and 
assets  of  the  Bank  of  England,  embracing  the  pe- 
riod from  the  30th  ol'  April  to  the  23d  July,  which 
appeared  in  Friday  night’s  Gazette,  gives  the  fol- 
lowing results,  viz:  that  the  average  of  the  month 
ending  the  23d  instant,  as  compared  with  the  ave- 
rage of  the  month  ending  tire  30th  of  April,  shows 
a decrease  in  the  circulation  of  £ 156,000,  an  in- 
crease in  the  deposites  of  £1,164,000,  and  a de- 
crease in  the  stock  of  bullion  of  £1,677,000. 
Wherefore  it  appears  that  the  increase  in  the  liabi. 
lilies  is  £1,008,000,  and  this  represents  the  in- 
crease in  the  total  quantity  of  money  in  the  month 
ending  the  23d  instant,  as  compared  with  the  month 
ending  the  30th  of  April,  in  so  far  as  regards  the 
administration  of  the  currency  by  the  Bank  of 
England. 

The  yearly  comparison  is  as  follows:  The  ave- 
rage o-f  the  month  ending  the  23d  inst.  as  compared 
with  the  month  ending  the  21st  of  August,  1838, 
shows  a decrease  in  the  circulation  of  £1,443,000, 
a decrease  in  the  deposites  of  £2,781,000,  and  a 
decrease  in  the  stock  of  bullion  of  £6,372,000. 
Wherefore  it  appears  that  the  decrease  in  the  lia- 
bilities is  £4,274,000;  and  this  represents  the  de- 
crease in  the  total  quantity  of  money  in  the  month 
ending  the  23d  instant  as  compared  with  the  month 
ending  the  21st  of  August,  1838,  in  so  far  as  regards 
the  administration  of  the  currency  by  the  Bank  of 
England. 

The  variations  in  the  stock  of  bullion  have  taken 
place  in  the  following  manner  and  proportions: 

In  the  month  ending  the  13th  of  No- 
vember,as  compared  with  the  month 
ending  the  21st  of  August,  1838, 
there  is  a decrease  of  - 
In  the  month  ending  the  5th  of  Feb- 
ruary. 1839,  as  compared  with  the 
month  ending  the  13th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1838,  there  is  a decrease  of  - 
In  the  month  ending  the  30th  of  April, 
as  compared  with  the  month  ending 
the  5th  of  February,  there  is  a de- 
crease of 

And  in  the  month  ending  the  23d  inst. 
as  compared  with  the  month  ending 
the  30th  of  April,  there  is  a decrease 
of 


£294,000 

1.251.000 

3.150.000 

1.677.000 


Being  a total  decrease  of  - - £6,372,000 
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The  chants  and  fluctuations  in  the  circulation 
will  appear  from  the  following  statement: 

Jin  the  month  em  ing  the  I3ih  ol  No- 
vember,as  compared  with  the  month 
ending  the  2 1st  of  August,  1S3S, 
there  is  a decrease  of  - - - £1,377,000 

In  the  month  ending  the  5th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1839,  as  compared  with  the 
month  ending  the  13th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1838.  there  is  an  increase  of  153,000 

In  the  month  ending  the  30th  of  April, 
as  compared  with  the  month  ending 
the  5lh  of  February,  theie  is  a de- 
crease of  63,000 

And  in  the  month  ending  the  23d  inst. 
as  compared  with  the  month  ending 
the  30th  of  April,  there  is  a decrease 
of 156,000 


Which  leaves  upon  balance  a de- 
crease of  ...  £1,443,000 

The  following  are  the  changes  and  fluctuations 
that  have  taken  place  in  the  deposites: 

In  the  month  ending  the  13th  of  No- 
vember, as  compared  with  the  month 
ending  the  21st  of  August,  1838, 
there  is  a decrease  of  - - £1,134,000 

In  the  month  ending  the  5th  of  Feb- 
ruary 1S39,  as  compared  with  the 
month  ending  the  13th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1833,  there  is  a decrease  of  138,000 

Tn  the  month  ending  the  30th  of  April, 
as  compared  with  the  month  end- 
ing the  5th  of  February,  there  is  a 
decrease  of  - - - - - 2,673,000 

And  in  the  month  ending  the  23d  inst. 
as  compared  with  the  month  ending 
the  30th  of  April,  there  is  an  in- 
crease of  -----  1.164,000 


Which  leaves  upon  balance  a de- 
crease of  £2,781,000 

The  following  are  the  average  amounts  of  the  cir- 
culation, the  deposites,  and  the  stock  of  b illion 
during  the  period  from  the  21st  of  August,  1838,  to 
the  23d  instant,  inclusive: 

Circulation,  ...  j618,38S,000 

Deposites,  ...  8,820,000 

Bullion,  - - - 7,016,000 

From  the  above  return,  it  appears  that  while,  by 
comparing  the  month  ending  t lie  23d  instant  with 
the  month  ending  the  30th  of  April,  there  is  a de- 
crease of  £1,677,000  in  the  stock  of  bullion,  there 
is,  nevertheless,  an  increase  of  £1,008.000  in  the 
liabilities;  and,  thereloie,  in  the  interval  from  April 
to  July,  the  bank  directors  must  have  manufactured 
£2,685,000  of  paper  money  by  increasing  their  se- 
curities to  the  same  amount. 

In  like  manner,  by  comparing  the  month  ending 
the  23d  instant  with  the  month  ending  the  21st  of 
August,  183S,  it  appears  that  while  the  decrease  in 
tile  stock  ol  bullion  is  £6,372,000,  the  decrease  in 
the  liabilities  is  only  £4  224.000;  and,  therefore,  to 
all  the  extent  of  the  difference,  (£2,148.000)  the 
bank  directors  must  have  manufactured  paper  mo- 
ney by  increasing  their  securities  to  the  same 
amount. 


A DISTINGUISHED  HORTICULTURIST. 

The  public  labors  ol  ex-president  Adams,  give 
the  public  some  idea  of  the  variety  of  his  pursuits 
and  studies — but  a visit  to  his  residence  only,  can 
show  how  the  venerable  ex-president  spends  his 
leisure. — Leisure,  one  might  at  first  thought  fancy, 
he  could  know  nothing  of — but  those  accustomed  to 
a systematic  devotion  of  all  their  time  to  different 
pursuits,  are  alone  aware  how  much  a man  can  find 
time  to  accomplish.  Mr.  Adam’s  nursery  and 
grounds  in  Quincy,  would  be  deemed  by  many  gen- 
tlemen a sufficient  source  of  employment  without 
politics,  authorship,  lectures,  or  poetry.  While  in 
the  presidential  chair,  he  carried  his  taste  wilh  him, 
and  imported  a numbtr  ol  young  trees  to  adorn  the 
grounds  around  the  white  house. 

Among  these  were  some  valuable  foi  their  novelty, 
if  for  nothing  else — bei nir  specimens  of  the  cork  tree. 
What  is  amusing  enough — though  it  might  have  been 
irritating  at  the  time,  is  the  fact  that  the  old  Roman 
could  not  abide  these  “appointments”  of  Ins  prede- 
cessor. The  cork  trees  were  exterminated — the 
“besom  of  reform.”  reached  over  to  the  grounds,  and 
a forest  of  beautiful  trees  were  levelled.  It  was, 
however  Carried  even  farther  Ilian  this.  Mr.  Adam’s 
cook  the  best  in  Washington,  was  not  of  the  right 
politics,  and  was  dismissed  accordingly.  He  did 
not  suit  the  kitchen  cabinet  probably  who  wished 
none  of  Mr.  A’s  friends  to  interfere  with  the  roast. 

No  one  else  could  be  found  to  do  the  duty  better 
however — and  the  cook,  who  may,  for  aught  we 
know,  be  in  Washington  still,  may  boast  of  what  no 
other  man  can.  He  was  reinstated  by  the  general, 


alter  a short  trial  of  some  body  else.  Had  the  old 
gentleman  carried  out  lilt-  same  system  into  the  other 
departments  by  re-instaliug  old  officers  when  he 
found  new  ones  deficient,  the  country  would  have 
been  a gainer  by  it.  But  we  have  strayed  a long 
way  from  Quincy. 

Tile  nursery  of  young  trees  at  Quincy,  is  contain- 
ed in  a strip  of  land  fenced  off  from  the  orchard, 
about  a thousand  feet  in  length,  and  40  or  50  wide. 
It  contains  an  immense  variety  of  young  and  ilirilly 
trees,  some  raised  from  seed,  and  we  believe  all  were 
planted  by  the  proprietor  himself 

Varieties  innumerable  have  been  produced  by 
grafting  and  budding.  Among  them  are  many  va- 
rieties of  English  and  American  oaks  and  loresl 
trees — fruit  trees  of  all  possible  descriptions,  rose 
bushes,  currants,  walnuts,  filberts,  and  a great  va- 
riety of  other  shrubs  and  plants.  All  are  in  a thrifty 
state  which  arguesa  rare  knowledge  ol  arboriculture, 
included  vvitlun  the  cyclopedia  of  the  proprietor’s 
attainments  and  precincts. 

The  orchard  proper  and  garden,  contain  some  de- 
scriptions of  fruit  no  where  else  to  be  found  in  the 
country.  Pear  trees,  over  a hundred  years  old,  are 
still  prolific,  and  loaded  with  fruit.  New  inscrip- 
tions of  apples,  pears,  &c.  have  been  introduced  by 
grafting  as  soon  as  known  in  this  country, — that  is 
such  as  were  worth  the  culture.  In  the  garden, 
there  is  a large  and  handsome  walnut  tree,  which  is 
thirty  years  old,  beautifully  formed,  and  in  a vigorous 
state  of  growth,  which  was  raised  from  the  seed 
planted  by  the  president’s  own  hand. 

The  possessor  of  such  a homestead,  with  the  taste 
and  information  to  enjoy  it;  a library  to  retreat  to 
within  doors;  a correspondence  wider  than  that  ol 
any  other  man  in  the  country  in  office  or  out;  and 
an  active  mind  with  thousands  of  reminiscences  ol 
the  past,  incessant  employment  in  the  present,  and 
shrewd  perception  of  the  future;  afford  the  means  ol 
enjoyment,  which  no  political  changes,  can  take 
aw-ay.  [ Boston  Ev.  Gazelle. 


FOREIGN  EXTRACTS. 

Grand  tournament  at  Eglintoun  castle.  The  grand 
tournament  at  Eglintoun  castle  w ill  take  place  on 
the  28th  of  August,  and  we  understand  that  the 
list  of  knights  and  esquires  exceeds  the  number 
originally  intended.  The  tilting  and  other  chival- 
rous sports  will  occupy  three  days.  The  proces 
sion  to  the  lists  leaves  the  castle  about  noon  of  each 
day,  and  will  comprise  the  nights,  their  esquires 
and  retainers,  the  king  of  the  lists  and  the  lord  ol 
the  tournament,  the  queen  of  beauty,  and  the  other 
principal  personages  who  will  figure  in  this  revival 
of  the  glories  of  other  days.  The  encampments  ol 
the  knights,  strictly  copied  from  ancient  authori- 
ties, and  painted  in  the  colors,  and  decked  with 
the  emblazoned  banners  and  crests  of  their  martial 
occupants,  will  be  an  interesting  sight;  i.nd  when 
tile  gothic  galleries  suironding  Ihe  lists  are  crowd- 
ed with  the  beauty  and  fashion  of  the  three  king- 
doms, and  the  steel-clad  champions  rush  to  the 
encounter,  we  can  easily  imagine  the  splendor  ol 
the  spectacle.  The  sports  will  be  concluded  with 
banquets,  balls  and  masques  given  to  the  as 
sembled  elite  by  the  noble  holder  of  (he  festival. 
Their  royal  highnesses  the  duke  and  duchess  ol 
Cambridge  are  likewise  expected  to  be  guests  ol 
lord  Eglintoun  during  the  tournament,  with  many 
amongst  the  most  distinguished  of  our  own  foreign 
noblesse,  in  gorgeous  costumes  of  the  middle  ages. 
Ayrshire  archers,  headed  by  their  captain,  Claude 
Alexander,  esq.  clad  in  a brilliant  and  characteristic- 
costume,  will  muster  in  great  force,  and  add  to  the 
attraction  of  the  spectacle. 

The  most  splendid  and  magnificent  specimen  of 
ancient  armor,  to  be  worn  on  this  interesting  occa- 
sion, is  generally  considered  to  be  lhat  recently 
brought  from  the  armory  of  the  baronial  hall  of 
Hylton  castle,  near  Sunderland,  Durham.  This 
princely  and  gorgeous  suit  is  made  of  pure  Milan 
steel,  burnished  blue,  decorated  with  gold  studs  or 
rivets,  curiously  inlade  with  the  same  costly  metal, 
and  elaborately  wrought  in  arabesque.  The  casque 
or  helmet  alone  weighs  nearly  401  bs . and  the  bars 
of  the  vizor  are  of  solid  gold.  This  warlike  spe- 
cimen of  the  olden  time  is  in  beautiful  preservation, 
and  is  said  to  have  cost  1,000  guineas  nearly  500 
years  ago,  when  it  was  worn  by  the  then  baron  of 
Hylton,  at  the  victorious  batlie  of  Cressy.  The 
total  expenses  of  this  grand  and  chivalric  display 
will,  it  is  supposed,  exceed  £50,000. 

The  chief  knights  at  present  are  lords  Eglintoun, 
Craven,  Hillsborough,  Alford,  Cossilis,  the  marquis 
of  Waterford,  sir  Frances  Hopkins,  the  lion.  Mr. 
Gage,  the  hon.  captain  Maynard,  the  hon.  Edward 
Jerningham.  Among  the  esquires  are  the  hon. 
captain  Macdonald,  captain  Bereslord,  and  captain 
Purvis.  Prince  Louis  Napoleon  will  also  enter  the 
lists. 


'File  renown  of  the  expected  tournament  about 
to  be  held  in  Scotland,  has  reached  Paris,  and  cre- 
ates a certain  interest  in  a people,  once  so  celebrat- 
ed lor  their  belles  joules  et  hauls  fuils  d’armes.  It 
is  said  that  lord  Eglintoun  descends  in  a direct  line 
from  Roger  de  Muridegumbrie,  (the  which  name 
has  degenerated  into  Montgomery ),  who  followed 
the  duke  of  Normandy  to  England  at  the  lime  of 
tile  conquest.  A member  of  this  lamil;  returned 
to  settle  in  France  in  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of 
Francis  the  first,  and  his  son  John  de  Montgomery, 
beter  known  under  the  name  of  captain  de  Lorges, 
was  renowned  for  his  address  in  all  bodily  exer- 
cises, w liich  however  did  not  prevent  his  wound- 
ing Francis  the  first  in  a sort  of  mock  fight,  on  the 
forehead,  with  a lighted  brand.  The  son  of  this 
gentleman,  Gabriel  de  Montgomery,  also  a great 
lover  oi  all  tilts  and  lournaments,  had  Hie  misfor- 
tune, in  an  attair  of  this  kind,  to  wound  mortally 
Henry  the  second,  who  tilted  with  him.  Alter 
several  anxious  and  restless  years,  the  consequence 
ot  his  involuntary  regicide,  he  was  taken  in  1574, 
and  imprisoned  in  one  of  the  towers  ol  the  Con- 
ciergerie,  which  lor  a long  time  boie  his  name,  and 
was  beheaded  by  order  of  Catharine  de  Medicis, 
who  thus  revenged  the  death  of  her  husband,  twen- 
ty-four years  after  his  death.  It  is  singular  enough, 
that  alter  more  than  two  centuries  and  a hall  which 
have  elapsed  since  this  event,  a descendant  of  Ga- 
briel de  Montgomery  should  have  thus  preserved 
this  taste  for  tournaments  and  chivalric  sports.  It 
is  said  that  a high  personage  intends  to  leave  France, 
if  possible,  to  be  present;  if  so,  it  is  to  be  desiied 
that  the  descendant  of  the  Montgomerys  may  not 
have  inherited  the  awkwardness  of  his  ancestors; 
and  the  prince  Louis  Napoleon  would  also  do  well 
to  look  to  himself,  seeing  his  pretensions  to  Hie 
throne  of  France,  the  Montgomerys  being  rather 
unlucky  in  their  tilts  with  and  belore  kings. 

Each  knight  is  to  choose  a lady,  whose  colors  he 
is  to  wear,  and  whose  superiority  he  is  to  maintain 
before  all  lovers,  native  or  foreign,  known  or  un- 
known, proving  the  old  adage,  that 

‘‘None  but  the  brave  deserve  the  fair.” 

Opera  in  Constantinople.  Among  the  many  in- 
novations which  have  been  made  of  late  years  in 
the  east,  certainly  the  establishment  of  an  Italian 
opera  at  Constantinople  is  not  the  least  remarkable. 
The  Turkish  fashionables  are  so  carried  away  by 
their  rage  lor  the  opera,  that,  unable  to  wail  till 
the  erection  of  the  theatre  in  Pera,  for  which  two 
experienced  French  architects  are  engaged,  they 
have  had  a large  hotel  in  the  square  called  Almei- 
dan,  fitted  up  for  the  purpose,  and  have  operas 
three  or  lour  times  a week.  Notwithstanding  the 
high  price  of  ihe  places,  (from  two  to  ten  heavy 
piastres,  or  from  8s.  to  21.)  the  theatre  is  always 
crairied  with  Turks,  w ho,  in  spite  ot  their  habitual 
early  hours,  loll  there  contentedly  till  midnight. 
Their  prima  donna  is  Edeliria  Fritsch,  said  to  be  an 
excellent  singer  and  complete  mistress  of  the  Turk- 
ish language,  which  she  learned  in  Odessa  and  Wal- 
lachia.  She  teaches  the  young  Turks  to  sing,  and 
goes  through  the  streets  borne  in  a palanquin  by 
four  blacks,  and  preceded  by  eight  others.  The 
grand  seigrior  himself  has  visited  the  opera,  which 
will,  perhaps,  do  as  much  as  his  absolute  commands 
to  amalgamate  his  people  with  those  of  Western 
Europe 

Mr.  Van  Amburgh  and  his  managi  rie.  On  Mon- 
day last  this  gentleman  made  his  debut  at  the  Clilton 
Zoological  gardens,  and  fully  realized  the  great 
expectations  which  had  been  formed  of  his  Rats. 
During  the  exhibition  of  Tuesday,  the  spectators 
of  Mr.  Van  Amburgh’s  interest  ing;  preformance 
were  much  scandalized,  by  several  attempts  on  the 
part  of  the  leopardess,  (in  the  division  with  the 
noble  Barbary  lion  and  lioness),  to  estrange  his 
majesty’s  affections  Iroin  his  royal  consort."  The 
mortified  vanity  of  the  fair  wearer  of  Hie  spotted 
robe  at  length  sought  relief  in  a rash  attack  upon 
the  king  of  the  forest,  whose  face  soon  streamed 
with  blood.  Roused  at  length,  the  noble  animal 
seemed  determined  to  destroy  his  assailant,  when 
Mr.  Van  Amburgh  rushed  into  the  den,  and  by  a 
heavy  blow  on  the  lion  saved  the  poor  leopardess 
from  destruction.  On  the  same  evening,  durin°- 
the  performances,  Mr.  Van  Amburgh  met  with  an 
accident;  which  has  incapacitated  him  fiom  appear- 
ing since,  before  the  public.  As  the  occurrence 
has  been  exaggerated  into  a statement  that  he  re- 
ceived a severe  and  dangerous  laceration  in  repel- 
ling an  attack  of  one  of  the  lions,  we  think  it  right 
to  state  from  good  authority,  that  the  lion’s  claw 
accidently  pierced  the  palm’ of  Mr.  V.  A’s  hand, 
and  some  fertile  irritation  having  ensued,  it  was 
thought  advisable  that  for  some  days  he  should  not 
expose  himself  to  the  extreme  personal  exerion 
which  his  performances  demand.  This  adventur- 
ous hero  is,  we  are  happy  to  say,  fust  recovering 
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from  the  effects  of  his  accident.  He  will,  we  hear, 
resume  his  extraordinary  performances  in  a few 
days  [Bristol  paper. 

Population  of  Algiers.  The  European  population 
of  the  l'lench  possessions  in  North  Africa,  exclu- 
sive of  the  troops,  was  calculated  on  the  first  of 
July  at  22,607  individuals.  Of  these,  9,708  were 
French,  2,533  English,  6,969  Spaniards, 2,304  Ital- 
ians, and  1,093  Germans,  Russians,  Greeks,  Por- 
tugues,  &c. 

AFFAIRS  IN  THE  EAST 

The  Pans  correspondent  of  the  New  York  Cou 
rier  furnishes  the  following  interesting  letters  on 
the  subject  of  recent  important  events  which  have 
taken  place  in  Turkish  affairs: 

Tile  death  of  ttie  sultan  Mahmoud,  took  place 
at  Constantinople  on  the  iug.it  of  the  30th  June 
and  1st  July.  This  event  being  foreseen — some 
persons  say  brought  about— orders  were  sent  on  the 
23th  June  to  the  seraskier  Hafiz  pasha  to  suspend 
hostilities. 

The  sailing  of  the  Turkish  fleet  from  the  Darda- 
nelles had  been  equally  prevented.  The  Egyptian 
fleet  was  still,  on  the  27th  June,  cruizing otf  Alex- 
andria.— -The  British  and  French  fleets  respectively 
had  sailed  to  prevent  a collision  of  those  of  the 
sultan  and  viceroy,  so  that  only  one  circumstance 
seemed  to  threaten  serious  hostilities — an  order  de 
spatched  by  Mehemit  Ali  to  his  son  Ibrahim,  to 
d.ive  back  the  Turks  from  the  Egyptian  territory. 

All  danger  of  a general  war  growing  out  of  the 
quarrel  of  the  sultan  and  Mehemit  Ali,  sperns  to  be 
thus  completely  removed;  for  the  successorof  Mah- 
moud— his  son  Abdul  Medjid — a youth  17  years 
only,  but  who  was  immediately,  on  his  father’s 
death,  declared  of  age  by  the  divan,  and  proclaim- 
ed—was  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  four  great 
European  powers  having  an  interest  in  preserva- 
tion of  the  Ottoman  empire,  and  would  consequent- 
ly accept  their  mediation. 

The  formal  and  irrevocable  recognition  ol  Mehe- 
mit All’s  sovereignty  in  Egypt  and  Syria  would  un- 
questionably be  one  of  the  leading  points  in  the  act 
of  mediation  and  settlement;  and  thus  the  greatest 
benefit,  except  permission  to  him  to  conquer  and 
usurp  the  Ottoman  throne,  that  could  be  conferred 
on  him,  would  be  conferred  and  possibly  guaranteed 
by  Great  Britain,  France,  Austria  and  Russia. 
Had  Mehemit  Ali  died  without  this  recognition  of 
his  independence,  and  this  security  to  his  heirs,  the 
whole  of  Ins  possessions  would  have  reverted  to  the 
porte,  in  the  course  of  the  dissensions  and  quarrels 
that  is  generally  believed  will  occur  between  his 
son3,  immediately  on  his  demise.  The  danger  of  a 
general  war  alone,  at  one  time  imminent,  has  thus 
passed  away,  but  it  was  still  possible  that  in  the 
course  of  the  negotiations  that  would  be  entered 
upon,  for  the  final  adjustment  of  the  affair,  some- 
thing might  occur  to  renew  the  appiehensions  now 
so  happily  removed. 

Paris,  July  2i.  On  the  22d  ult.  telegraphic  de- 
spatches were  received  in  Paris,  announcing  that 
Ibrahim  pasha  had  attacked  and  completely  routed 
the  Turkish  army,  commanded  by  the  Seraskier 
Hafiz  pasha,  at  Nezeb,  situate  beyond  Aleppo,  that 
he  had  sent  three  regiments  of  cavalry  and  three  of 
infantry  in  pursuit  of  the  fugitives,  in  the  direction 
of  Orla  ami  Diarbekir,  and  that  he  wrote  his  de- 
spatch from  the  tent  of  the  Turkish  general  in- 
chief.  Subsequent  despatches  brought  some  details 
of  the  aifairs,  which  showed  that  Ibrahim  com- 
menced his  otfansive  movement  on  the  20th  June, 
and  that  on  the  night  of  the  24th  and  morning  of 
the  25th,  he  attacked  the  Turkish  army,  which  gave 
way  after  a cannonade  of  two  hours,  and  literally 
without  resistance.  Ibrahim  had  returned  to  Antab 

Later  accounts  reached  Paris  on  Friday,  26th  ult. 
stating  that  the  capitan  pasha,  had,  in  anticipation 
of  the  demise  of  sultan  Mahmoud,  received  orders 
to  return  with  the  Ottoman  fleet  under  his  orders, 
from  Galipoli  to  the  Bosphorus;  but  that  instead  of 
compliance,  he  landed  the  10,000  troops  he  had 
taken  on  board  for  the  coast  of  Syria,  to  co-operate 
with  the  army  of  the  seraskier,  and  sailed  for 
Rhodes  with  an  intention  to  deliver  up  the  fleet  to 
Mehemit  Ah,  to  whom  he  had  written  to  that  eifect. 
The  latter  replied  in  a special  letter,  but  unfortu- 
nately the  nature  of  it  remained  unknown  in  Paris 
up  to  the  moment  when  I am  obliged  to  close  this 
letter. 

It  would  appear  that  the  French  admiral  Lalande 
had  made  no  hostile  attempt  to  impede  the  voyage 
of  the  traitor,  Ahmed  Fethi,  (the  capitan  pasha). 
It  was  even  reported  that  he  had  saluted  his  flag. 
Oddly  enough,  these  circumstances  were  seized  by 
the  speculators  as  a proof  of  the  bearing  of  the 
French  government  towards  Mehemit  Ali  at  the 
very  moment  when  it  was  professing  the  most  pro- 
found regard  for  the  youthful  sullan,  Abduei  Med- 
jid.  This  sWrnise,  implying  a charge  Of  dupflitity 


which  will,  we  are  convinced,  turn  out  to  be  un- 
warranted, was  probably  suggested  by  articles  in 
some  of  the  Paris  journals,  recommending  the  re- 
adopiion  of  Napoleon’s  views  on  Egypt. 

While  this  was  passing  at  a distance  from  the 
Turkish  capital,  all  was  bustle  in  that  city.  The 
remains  of  Mahmoud  had  been  interred  with  pomp. 
Ail  his  German  doctors,  who  had,  it  was  charged, 
brought  on  or  aggravated  his  illness  by  allowing 
him  to  swallow  constant  and  large  doses  of  alcohol, 
were  dismissed,  and  an  English  physician.  Dr. 
Millingen,  (the  friend  of  lord  Byron),  was  ap- 
pointed physician  to  the  young  sultan.  The  divan 
was  in  the  interim  actively  engaged  in  filling  up  the 
ministry,  of  which  I will,  if  I tiave  space,  give  a 
list  elsewhere.  An  order  was  sent  (as  I have 
already  stated)  to  Hafiz  pasha,  to  suspend  hostili- 
ties; but  the  fatal  battle  of  Nezeb  had  been  fought 
before  it  reached  him.  The  order  to  return  sent  to 
the  capitan  pasha  was,  as  I have  shewn,  disregard- 
ed; but  the  divan  did  not  stop  there.  It  despatch- 
ed a special  envoy  to  Mehemit  Ali,  with  presents 
of  immense  value,  calling  upon  him  to  concur 
with  the  sultan  and  his  government  to  reconstitute 
the  Ottoman  empire — recognising  his  hereditary 
sovereignty  over  Egypt,  on  payment  of  a tribute, 
but  requiring  the  restitution  of  Syria.  In  conclu- 
sion, he  was  invited  to  proceed  to  Constantinople, 
to  confer  with  the  divan  on  the  measures  to  be  taken 
with  the  objects  just  named.  The  envoy,  the 
bearer  of  these  despatches,  had  arrived  in  Alexan- 
dria; but  here  again  1 am  left  in  painful  anxiety. 
The  nature  of  Mehemit  Ali’s  reply  was  not  known. 
That  it  would  be  unfavorable  is  in  Paris  the  gene- 
ral belief,  and  indeed  that  it  was  known  to  the 
French  government  to  have  been  such,  appears  by 
a letter  from  Toulon,  of  24th  July,  which  stated 
that  new  and  pressing  orders  had  been  received  by 
telegraph,  to  fit  and  prepare  for  sea  immediately  the 
remaining  ships  of  the  line  in  that  harbor. 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  doubts  and  fears  still 
rested  on  this  very  important  question.  The  di- 
rection taken  by  the  troops  sent  forward  by  Ibra- 
him, after  the  battle  of  Nezeb,  was  held  to  prove 
that  he  projected  extending  the  boundary  of  Syria, 
(his  intended  portion  of  his  father’s  dominions)  to 
the  Persian  gulf,  which  would  necessarily  involve 
him  with  England;  but  certain  concessions  lately 
made  to  the  English  by  his  wise  and  talented 
father,  would  argue  that  to  provoke  the  hostility  of 
that  power  did  not  enter  into  his  policy. 

Russia,  Austria,  Prussia,  France  and  England, 
are  said  to  be  determined  on  sustaining  the  sultan, 
but  thousands  of  accidents  or  occurrences  are  pos- 
sible, any  one  of  which  would  defeat  the  objects  of 
this  amicable  alliance,  anil  set  them  at  variance 
with  each  other.  Russia  is  described  as  making 
vast,  but  comparatively  secret  preparations  for 
“any  emergency,”  (to  march  upon  Constantinople 
was  still  believed  to  be  her  object). 

In  this  state  I am  compelled  to  leave  the  subject, 
observing  that  the  French  funds  have  not  fallen  in 
consequence  of  that  which  has  occurred  in  the 
east  The  three  per  cents,  were,  on  the  29th  July, 
at  79,70. 


THE  EGYPTIAN  VICTORY. 

From  the  Gazette  de  France. 

“The  Turkish  army  occupied  a strong  position 
at  Nezeb.  Ibiahiin,  who  had  received  the  pacha’s 
permission  to  make  an  attack,  wished  to  assail 
this  position  in  front,  but  Soliinan  bey,  (colonel 
Selves)  succeeded  in  restraining  his  ardor, and  it  was 
agreed  that  the  enemy  should  be  drawn  by  ma- 
noeuvres from  his  entrenchments.  The  Egyptians 
made  a feigned  retreat,  and  the  seraskier,  Hafiz 
pacha,  sent  out  a strong  division  of  cavalry.  The 
first  corps  it  came  up  with,  composed  of  Bedouins, 
dispersed  according  to  the  order  they  had  received, 
anil  the  Seraskier.  imagining  that  the  Egyptians 
might  be  easily  routed,  advanced  with  the  whole  of 
Ins  forces.  Thus  he  abandoned  his  strong  position 
and  two  formidable  redoubts  constructed  by  Prus- 
sian officers,  from  which  great  advantage  was  an- 
ticipated. In  order  to  draw  the  Turks  still  further 
from  their  entrenchments,  Ibrahim  and  Soliinan 
continued  to  retire  for  two  hours,  hastening  to  gain 
a field  of  battle  which  the  superior  judgment  of 
Selves  had  previously  selected  as  one  of  the  most 
favorable.  On  reaching  this  ground  the  Egyptian 
army  suddenly  faced  right  about,  and,  availing  it- 
self of  the  nature  of  the  position,  formed  into  com- 
pact masses,  the  infantry  in  the  centre,  the  cavalry' 
and  light  artillery  on  each  wing,  and  made  vigorous 
charges  on  the  Turks,  who  were  astounded  by  this 
sudden  attack.  The  ranks  of  the  latter  were  soon 
thrown  into  disorder.  The  seraskier,  however, 
rode  up  to  the  front,  and,  by  his  valor  and  the  bra- 
very of  the  corps  around  him,  remedied  for  a time 
his  false  step.  His  heavy  artillery,  unfortunately  for 
him,  could  ndt  c’onre  up,  and  the  right  guns  oT  the 


| Egyptian,  directed  by  European  officers,  and  se- 
conded by  well-timed  charges  of  cavalry,  threw  his 
ranks  into  disorder.  His  wings  were  at  the  same 
time  too  extended,  and  his  troops  excited  by  the 
ardor  of  pursuit,  had  not  preserved  any  regular  or- 
der of  battle,  they  could  make  scarcely  any  resis- 
tance, and  at  this  period  some  corps  of  Arabs, 
which  Ibrahim  in  his  retreat  left  in  ambush  on  the 
right  and  lelt,  fell  upon  the  Turkish  rear,  and  thus 
completely  put  the  Ottoman  troops  to  the  rout. 
The  disorder  became  so  great  that  the  Turkish  sol- 
diers threw  away  their  arms  and  fled  in  the  utmost 
contusion.  Part  of  the  troops  endeavored  to  regain 
the  enirenched  camp,  while  others  made  for  the 
most  formidable  points  of  the  Euphrates.  It  ap- 
pears that  a large  portion  of  the  fugitives  succeed- 
ed in  escaping,  and  that  the  massacre  was  not  so 
great  as  might  have  been  expected.  But  the  camp, 
artillery,  baggage  and  even  the  muskets  of  the 
Turkish  army  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Egyptians. 
The  seraskier,  carried  away  in  the  general  rout, 
crossed  the  Euphrates.  His  horse  wounded  by  a 
ball  in  the  shoulder,  fell  from  loss  of  blood  in  the 
middle  of  the  river,  and  would  have  been  carried 
away  with  his  rider,  when  a young  Albanian,  on  a 
small  Epirote  horse,  seized  the  Serakier  by  the 
middle,  and  contrived  to  get  him  safe  to  the  other 
bank.  Three  hours  afterwards  Ibrahim  was  repo- 
sing under  the  tent  of  the  seraskier.” 


CHARTIST  RIOTS— ATTEMPT  TO  FIRE 
BIRMINGHAM. 

From  the  London  Morning  Chronicle. 

The  sullen  silence  of  the  movement  party,  al- 
though they  had  not  indulged  in  any  excesses  dur- 
ing the  last  week,  did  any  thing  but  allay  the  fears 
of  the  friends  of  order  and  peace.  Still,  many, 
anxious  to  repel,  if  possible  from  the  public  mind 
any  unnecessary  apprehensions,  unfortunately  plac- 
ed confidence  in  this  outward,  but  treacherous  ap- 
pearance of  peace.  Even  the  authorities,  as  if 
willing  to  coax  the  people  into  a respect  for  the 
law,  withdrew,  as  much  as  possible,  from  the  streets 
the  metropolitan  police,  and  softened  down  many 
acts  of  the  populace  which,  perhaps,  under  dirfer- 
erent  circumstances,  they  might  have  treated  with 
severity.  At  length,  Monday  night  the  crowds 
which  assembled  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Bullring  did 
not  attract  much  attention.  In  the  morning  a 
meeting  was  called  at  Hollowayhead,  but  it  having 
proved  a failure,  a second  meeting  was  called  for 
the  evening,  and  was  most  numerously  attended. 
It  would  appear  that,  at  the  close  of  the  meeting, 
the  crowds  which  attended  it  made  their  way  to  the 
Bullring,  a great  portion  breaking  otf  at  this  point 
to  meet  Messrs.  Collins  and  Lovett,  whose  return 
from  jail  urns  expected  that  night.  The  crowds  in 
the  Bullring  having  increased  considerably  about 
seven  o’clock,  the  police  were  ordered  to  disperse 
them.  Having  met  with  some  resistance,  they 
were  compelled  to  resort  to  some  violence,  and 
wounded  three  tnen,  one  slightly,  and  two  severely. 
The  police  in  order  to  avoid  all  cause  for  irritation 
were  called  into  the  police  office  yard,  out  of  the 
gaze  of  the  people.  The  latter,  about  8 o’clock, 
becamb  exceedingly  tumultuous,  and  commenced 
breaking  the  windows  of  the  office,  and  flinging 
stones  into  the  yard  where  the  police  were  drawn 
up.  One  fellow  actually  attempted  to  cross  the 
iron  railings  in  front  of  the  office.  The  police  all 
this  time,  remained  unmoved,  under  the  orders  of 
that  excellent  superintendent,  May,  who  with  the 
greatest  difficulty,  restrained  his  men  from  sallying 
out  on  the  rioters.  At  about  half  past  eight 
o’clock,  the  latter  began  breaking  the  windows  and 
large  lamps  in  High  street  and  Spiceall  street;  and 
then  turned  their  attention  to  the  houses  them- 
selves, into  several  of  which  they  repeatedly  made 
attempts  to  force  an  entrance.  Finding  that  the 
weapons  (clubs  and  sticks)  with  which  they  were 
provided  were  ineffective  for  their  purpose,  they 
rushed  at  the  iron  pallisades  rounii  the  Nelson 
monument,  a portion  of  which  they  wrenched  from 
the  masonry,  and  then  returned  to  the  work  of  de- 
struction. No  time  had  elapsed  before  they  forced 
in  Messrs.  Bourne’s,  the  extensive  tea  dealers, 
whose  premises  extend  twenty  feet  front  cf  the 
Bullring,  and  sixty  feet  in  Moore  street.  The 
shutters  and  doors  yielded  to  their  continuous  at- 
tacks wffiich  they  immediately  tore  down,  and  con- 
verted into  weapons.  Thpy  thpn  commenced  pilla- 
ging the  warehouses,  and  throwing  their  contents, 
teas,  sugars,  spices,  &c.  into  the  street.  This  oc- 
curred about  ten  minutes  to  nine.  At  about  five 
minutes  past  nine  they  broke  into  Mr.  Leggett’s 
premises,  upholsterer,  taking  out  immense  rolls  of 
bedticking,  which  they  spread  like  carpeting,  about 
the  Bullring.  At  a quarter  past  nine  the  order  for 
putting  out  the  lights  w'as  given,  and  obeyed  by  the 
rioters,  men  and  boys  climbing  up  the  lamp  posts 
Fchr  tli'e  purpose  df  putting  dut  th'e  gas.  All  wa's 
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now  darkness,  which  increased  tiie  horrors  ol'  the 

night. 

At  this  period  the  inhabitants  of  High  street, 
Moore  street,  Spiceall  sheet,  &c.  were  engaged  in 
removing  their  families  and  furniture.  The  next 
object  of  destruction  was  the  house  of  Mr.  Mur- 
cott,  cheesemonger.  From  thence  they  went  to 
Mr.  Arthur  Danin’s,  tea  dealer,  whose  house  they 
had,  on  the  previous  week  attacked,  which  they 
battered  in.  A few  stones  were  thrown  at  Mr.  Al- 
derman Hutton’s  house.  The  mob  next  demolish- 
ed the  front  of  Mr.  W.  Dakin’s,  tea-dealer;  also 
that  of  Mr.  Horton,  silversmith,  and  Mr.  Parkes, 
tobacconist.  It  is  said  they  actually  battered  in 
the  windows  of  the  latter  gentleman’s  house  with 
the  silver  candlesticks  taken  from  Mr.  Horton’s.  In 
the  interim,  the  bed  ticking,  which  was  spread  in 
the  Bullring,  was  collected  by  another  party,  and 
set  on  fire.  A third  section  was  busily  engaged  in 
battering  in  the  houses  of  Mr.  Allen  Bursat,  baker, 
&c.,  Mr.  Perkins,  (headborough  of  Birmingham), 
brush-maker,  Mr.  Arnold,  pork-shop,  Mr.  Pount- 
ney,  grocer,  M.  C.  Heath,  cheesemonger,  Mr.  Wal- 
ton, butcher,  Mr.  Fincher,  leather  seller,  Mr.  Bliss, 
Spread  Eagle,  an  individual  who  never  rendered 
himself  obnoxious;  his  and  Mr.  Walton’s  houses 
were  but  slightly  injured.  They  were  about  at- 
tacking Mr.  Wainwrighl’s,  liquor  merchant,  corner 
of  Market  street,  when  cries  of  “no,  no!”  interrupt- 
ed them;  but  not  before  they  had  demolished  a mag- 
nificent lamp  recently  put  up.  Mrs.  Marty  n’s,  cutler, 
and  Mr.  Bank’s,  druggist,  had  the  whole  of  the 
Iron's  destroyed,  theii  property  pillaged  and  other- 
wise damaged.  The  immense  frontage  of  Mr. 
Gooden’s  Nelson  hotel  was  next  assailed,  the  win- 
dows and  doors  being  forced  in. 

At  a few  minutes  past  nine,  the  awful  cry  of  “fire, 
fire!”  struck  the  ear.  Scarcely  had  the  words  es- 
caped the  demons’  lips  before  they  carried  immense 
heaps  of  the  burning  materials  from  the  stieets, 
forcing  them  into  Messrs.  Bourne  and  Lpgget’s 
houses.  The  horror  with  which  those  who  dared 
to  view  the  proceeding  witnessed  this  act  can  be 
easier  conceived  than  described.  Within  a quarter 
of  an  hour,  the  flames  burst  out  with  awful  violence, 
amidst  the  hellish  yell  of  the  rabble  from  both 
houses.  Strange  to  say,  during  all  this  period,  nei- 
ther the  police  nor  the  military  made  their  appear- 
ance. The  rioters  had  the  streets  to  themselves. 
Mr.  Belcher  and  two  ladies,  supposed  to  be  his 
daughters,  escaped  from  his  house,  which  adjoins 
Mr.  Leggett’s,  by  ladders.  The  state  of  this  gen- 
tleman’s mind  almost  approached  insanity.  All  his 
property  was  conveyed  to  the  Neilson  hotel  at  the 
moment  that  the  fire  was  spreading  to  his  house 
from  Mr.  Leggett’s.  A two-horse  fire-engine  drove 
up,  but  the  firemen  were  compelled  to  lash  their 
horses  otf,  otherwise  their  lives  would  have  been 
the  forfeit.  The  rioters  were,  at  this  time,  busily 
engaged  carrying  fire  to  the  other  houses,  especially 
the  Nelson,  but  Providence  rendered  all  their  efforts 
unavailing.  A gentleman,  galloping  up  the  street, 
was  pursued  by  them  amidst  cries  of  “stop,  stop!” 
but  his  horse  carried  him  beyond  their  reach.  The 
general  cry  among  the  inhabitants  was  “where  are 
the  military?  where  are  the  magistrates?” 

At  a quarter  to  ten,  sixty  of  the  metropolitan  po- 
lice, supported  by  a posse  of  specials,  under  the 
command  of  Mr.  Superintendent  May,  rushed  upon 
the  mob  sword  in  hand.  The  latter  immediately 
yielded,  flying  in  all  directions.  As  soon  as  they 
drove  off  the  mob  to  a short  distance,  they  judici- 
ously retired.  The  dragoons  were  nowr  espied  by 
them  coming  down  Moore  street,  who  acknow- 
ledged their  appearance  with  huzzas  and  brandish- 
ing ol  swords.  Another  squadron  of  dragoons  at 
the  same  moment  galloped  down  High  street,  the 
inhabitants  welcoming  them  with  plaudits  and  clap- 
ping of  hands  as  their  saviours.  This  occurred  pre- 
cisely at  twenty  minutes  to  ten  o’clock.  In  five 
minutes  alter,  about  two  hundred  of  the  rifle  bri 
gade  marched  down  to  the  Bullring,  followed  im- 
mediately by  a hundred  more.  At  this  period,  (ten 
minutes  to  ten),  the  first  engine  (the  Birmingham) 
came  down  under  an  escort.  In  five  minutes  after, 
it  was  followed  by  a district  engine,  and  at  ten,  a 
third,  from  the  Birmingham  office,  came  under  es- 
corts, followed  by  engines,  one  from  Norwich  and 
one  from  the  Birmingham.  The  watermen  imme- 
diately picked  the  streets,  and  a plentiful  supply  of 
water  was  procured  from  the  main  pipes,  with 
which  the  engines  were  well  worked  by  their  dif- 
ferent superintendents  and  firemen.  The  cavalry 
was  all  this  time  scouring  and  clearing  the  streets 
and  suburbs,  which  they  did  in  excellent  style,  sup- 
ported by  corps  of  the  riflemen.  The  fire  now  issu- 
ed from  all  parts  ot  M -ssrs.  Leggett  and  Bourne’s, 
presenting  an  awfully  grand  spectacle.  The  police 
men  w<  re  busily  engaged  in  bringing  in  prisoners. 
It  was  reported  that  two  men  had  been  killed;  but  we 
are  happy  in  being  able  to  state  that  no  death  has, 


as  yet,  taken  place,  although  two  are  dangerously, 
if  not  mortally,  wounded.  The  one  was  cut  down 
by  a dragoon,  who  stabbed  him  in  the  neck  and  cut 
him  dreadfully  in  the  tiead.  The  man’s  blood,  even 
this  day,  can  be  tracked  from  near  Mr.  Heetey’s, 
Union  street,  to  Dr.  Booth’s,  Temple-row,  a dis- 
tance of  nearly  three  hundred  yards.  The  other 
was  cut  down  by  a police  man. 

About  eleven  o’clock  the  roof  of  Mr.  Bourne’s 
house  fell  in;  and,  about  twelve,  that  of  Mr.  Leg- 
gett met  the  same  fate.  Strange  to  say,  the  latter 
gentleman  is  a liberal,  but  li is  house  was  made  a 
mark  for  the  rage  of  the  infuriated  populace  in  con- 
sequence of  the  police,  in  pointing  out  the  impedi- 
ment given  by  the  assemblages  in  the  Bullring, 
singling  out  Mr.  Leggett’s  house  as  an  instance  ol 
the  obstruction,  as,  people  to  reach  it,  were  com- 
pelled to  take  a circuit  whenever  a meeting  was 
held.  The  engines  continued  playing  until  one 
o’clock,  when  the  fire  was  got  under,  but  the  houses 
were  completely  destroyed.  Shortly  after  one,  the 
engines  again  resumed  working  on  the  houses,  and 
continued  till  three  o’clock,  at  which  hour  few  be- 
yond the  military  were  to  be  seen.  The  riot  act  was 
read  at  an  early  hour. 

This  morningthe  streets  presented  an  awful  spec 
tacle,  crowded  with  men,  women  and  children,  in- 
termingled with  military  and  police.  All  business 
suspended,  all  shops  dosed,  and  even  several  facto 
ries  have  declared  that  there  shall  be  no  more  work 
in  their  factories  until  the  present  awful  state  of 
things  shall  be  changed.  At  three  o’clock  this 
morning  an  express  was  despatched  for  the  War- 
wickshire yeomanry  to  be  in  readiness.  A notice 
has  been  posted,  calling  upon  those  persons  who 
have  not  been  s orn  in  special  constables,  to  attend 
the  police  office  to  be  sworn.  The  magistrates  have 
offered  a reward  of  £100  for  the  apprehension  of 
the  incendiaries  engaged  at  the  conflagrations  of 
Messrs.  Bourne  and  Leggett’s  houses.  Upwards  of 
thirty  prisoners  have  been  taken,  and  are  now  un- 
dergoing examination  before  the  magistrates  The 
authorities  are  doing  all  in  their  power  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  public  peace.  Still,  it  is  again  asked, 
where  were  the  magistrates  and  military  during  the 
first  hours  of  the  insurrection  and  destruction? — 
Every  man  is  hurrying  forward  to  enrol  himself  a 
special  constable.  Ali,  with  the  exception  of  the 
insane  movement  party,  are  resolved  to  die  in  the 
last  ditch  before  they  yield  to  violence  or  intimida- 
tion. Things  are  in  an  awful  state.  The  future 
alone  can  speak  for  itself.  Every  preparation  is 
being  made  for  the  protection  of  property  and  the 
public  peace.  Ten  wounded  men  have  been  taken 
to  the  hospital.  No  lives  have  been  lost,  thank 
God! 

From  the  same. 

A stranger  arriving  in  Birmingham,  if  he  had  not 
read  in  London  the  papers  of  the  last  two  days, 
could  certainly  perceive  nothing,  at  first  view,  to 
indicate  that  it  had  been  the  scene  of  disturbances 
of  the  serious  nature  which  have  occurred.  The 
only  thing  in  the  leading  streets  which  I have,  as 
yet,  had  the  opportunity  of  noticing,  to  show  that 
all  is  not  as  it  was  wont  to  be,  is  the  seeing  that  all 
the  corners  of  the  streets  are  decorated  with  large 
placards,  bearing  the  date  of  yesterday  morning, 
on  which  are  printed,  in  large  letters,  the  words, 
“the  riot  act  has  been  read.”  I have  not  yet  had 
sufficient  time  to  visit  the  Bullring,  or  to  view  what 
is  here — the  well  known  ground  of  Holloway-head. 
Short,  however,  as  my  time  has  been  here,  I have 
been  very  sorry  to  learn  that  it  is  supposed  that  all 
is  not  yet  over,  and  that  another  outbreak  is  likely 
to  take  place.  The  great  motive,  I have  been  told, 
for  this  is,  the  hatred  of  the  London  police,  and  the 
detestation  of  them  which  possesses  the  minds  of 
the  lower  orders.  The  five  great  principles  of 
chartism  appear  to  be  all  mergpd  in  the  one  feeling 
— hatred  of  the  police;  and  politics  are  forgotten  in 
the  desire  to  have  revenge.  The  cause,  it  is  said, 
of  the  outrages  of  Monday  night  were  not  chartism, 
but  the  wish,  on  the  part  of  the  populace,  to  show 
“that  they  would  riot  be  put  down  by  the  London 
police,”  The  feeling,  I could  perceive  myself,  is 
very  strong  against  them;  for,  passing  along  the 
New  street  here,  I remarked  about  ten  or  twelve 
police  men  marching  together  in  the  military  style 
in  which  they  pass  through  London  when  proceed 
ing  to  their  dilferent  stations.  A poor  woman 
moved  otf  the  pavement  to  make  way  for  them, 
and  then,  turning  round  to  look  after  them,  she  said, 
“Are  these  the  London  police?”  “Yes,”  said  a man 
standing  by.  “D — n ’em,”  she  said,  with  gieat 

bitterness,  “is  it  them  that  are  to  cut  us  down?” 
Insignificant  as  the  anecdote  may  appear,  yet  it 
strongly  confirms  the  statement  which  had  been 
previously  given  to  me  of  the  dislike  to  the  metro- 
politan police  men. 

To  day,  nothing  has  been  done  to  occasion  thp 
least  alarm  up  to  the  hour  I write,  and  there  is  every 


appearance  of  business  being  proceeded  witii  as 
usual.  The  whole  day  has  been  occupied  by  the 
magistrates  in  the  police  office  in  disposing  ol  the 
cases  ol  those  rioters  who  were  apprehended  yes- 
terday evening.  In  the  public  office  the  inagis- 
trales  who  are  presiding  are  Messrs.  Lawrence 
Clarke,  Shaw  and  Booth;  while  I was  informed  that 
in  another  poition  of  the  same  establishment  were 
the  mayor  and  some  other  magistrates,  consulting 
as  to  measures  to  secure  the  tuture  peace  of  the 
town.  The  public  office  was  certainly  like  the 
head  quarters  ol  a general,  for  there  were  to  be 
seen  about  it  the  orderly  soldiers  of  dilferent  regi- 
ments, while  within  three  was  a plentiful  display 
of  fire  arms.  I may  remark  that  the  freest  access 
was  allowed  to  all  classes  of  persons,  however  they 
were  clad — a rule  which  it  would  be  well  to  see 
enforced  iri  oilier  courts  of  jusdee. 

A gentleman,  a native  ol  Birmingham,  has  as- 
sured me  that  nothing  possibly  can  be  more  dilfer- 
ent than  the  appearance  presented  by  Birmingham 
to-day  and  yesterday.  To-day,  commerce  seems 
to  be  flowing  in  its  usual  channel;  yesterday,  every 
thing  was  at  a stand,  and  the  greatest  terror  pre- 
vailed amongst  all,  and  especially  the  middle  arid 
richer  classes,  who  feared  that  the  coming  night 
would  bring  the  terrors  of  the  night  beiore.  The 
shops  w'ere  almost  universally  closed;  a great  num- 
ber of  special  constables  were  sworn  in,  and  or- 
dered to  be  in  readiness  at  a moment’s  warning  in 
the  dilferent  wards;  some  troops  patrolled  the  streets 
while  others  were  stationed  at  the  principal  points 
leading  to  the  centre  of  the  town.  At  eight  o’clock 
it  was  announced  that  the  chartists  were  attempt- 
ing to  get  up  a meeting  at  Holloway-head;  and, 
immediately  on  the  receipt  of  this  intelligence,  two 
troops  of  the  4th  dragoons  and  a piece  of  artillery 
proceeded  to  the  spot  in  all  haste;  they  were  under 
the  command  of  col.  Chatterton.  A party  of  rifles 
were  also  under  the  command  of  Mr.  Halston. 
Upon  seeing  the  dragoons  and  artillery,  the  chart- 
ists did  not  attempt  to  come  into  collision  with 
them,  but  fled.  Towards  the  police  and  soldiers 
violent  language  was  used,  and  to  such  an  extreme 
did  it  go  that  I heard  myself  Mr.  Halston  declare, 
with  respect  to  one  young  man  who  was  made  a 
prisoner,  that  he  had  ordered  one  of  the  rifles  to 
fire  at  and  shoot  him.  About  twenty  prisoners 
were  made  on  the  occasion,  whose  cases  were  dis- 
posed of  to-day. 

Upon  the  mob  being  dispersed  at  Holloway-head, 
the  troops  secured  the  town.  A number  of  special 
constables  also  patrolled  it,  and  continued  to  do  so 
until  twelve  o’clock,  when  every  thing  appeared 
tranquil.  Not  the  slightest  disturbance  subsequently 
occurred  during  the  night.  Thus  it  is  that  matters 
now  remain. 

I had  the  opportunity  of  being  but  a very  short 
time  in  the  magistrates  office  to-day,  when  the  exa- 
mination of  the  prisoners  made  last  night  was  be- 
ing proceeded  with.  I noticed  that  amongst  those 
arrested  last  night  were  identified  some  who  had 
been  prominent  rioters  on  Monday.  One  of  these 
a man  named  Bird,  convicted  himself  by  his  own 
admission  of  having  been  amongst  the  mob,  and  a 
witness  swore  to  his  having  seen  him  fling  stones 
into  Mr.  Leyden’s  windows,  and  then  flourish  a 
bludgeon,  and  call  on  the  mob  to  lollow  him.  All 
l he  prisoners  that  I saw  were  very  young  men,  va- 
rying from  the  age  ol  eighteen  to  twenty  or  twen- 
ty-three. They  were  all  stout,  atlile tic  youn-4  men, 
all  seeming  to  be  well  ted,  and  none  indicating  the 
appearance  of  having  suffered  extreme  poverty. 
None  of  them  have  that  whitish,  sodden  and  nerve- 
less appearance  which  I remarked  amongst  the  fac- 
tory men  in  Manchester  and  Ashton.  The  opera- 
tives of  Birmingham  are  certainly  a superior  set  of 
men,  in  physical  strength  at  least. 

Wednesday  and  Thursday  passed  off  quietly; 
but  the  evidence  given  before  the  magistrates,  who 
were  employed  in  examining  and  committing  cap- 
tured rioters,  was  not  of  a nature  to  dispel  appre- 
hension. It  appeared  that  editions  of  col.  Mace- 
rone’s  book  on  “street  and  house  fighting,”  and  the 
employment  of  the  “new  combination  arms,”  had 
been  extensively  circulated,  at  a penny  each,  with 
a frontispiece,  in  which  nine  “foot  lancers”  were 
putting  as  many  regular  soldiers  to  flight,  having 
wounded  lour  of  them!  A large  quant ily  of  pikes, 
manufactured  alter  Maceroue’s  patterns,  were  seiz- 
ed. The  disposition  of  the  mob  to  destroy  proper- 
ty was  not  concealed;  they  did  not  wish  'to  injure 
any  body  personally,  but  would  make  the  rich  as 
poor  as  themselves.  Reports  of  popular  risings  in 
Stafford,  Wolverhampton  and  Walsall  were  cTrcu- 
lated,  but  without  foundation.  The  mob  declared 
that  they  would  “Moscow  Birmingham” — this  is 
an  old  tlireat. 

According  to  a correspondent  of  the  Chronicle, 
'he  actual  rioters  on  Monday  nisrh.  did  riot  exceed 
200,  including  many  women  and  boys. 
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New  York  city  humane  and  criminal  institutions. 
The  11  male  peniienhary  at  Bellevue,  contains  71  con- 
victs. The  female  penitentiary  at  Blackwell’s  island, 
contains  224.  The  male  penitentiary  at  the  latter 
place  contains  232  convicts.  The  house  of  refuge 
contains  153  boys  and  5S  girls — total  216.  The  luna- 
tic asylum  on  Blackwell’s  island- contains  200  persons, 
95  men  and  105  women.  There  are.  in  the  almshouse 
at  Bellevue  2 432  persons— 1,167  natives  of  this  coun- 
try. and  1 265  foreigners.  The  city  prison  contains 
123—95  men  and  33  women — 16  of  whom  are  in  the 
debtor’s  department.  The  “nurseries’’  at  the  Long 
Island  farm  contains  776  persons — 516  boys,  172  girls, 
12  men  and  76  women. 

Naval.  The  Norfolk  Beacon  states  that  capt.  Bol- 
ton has  assumed  the  command  of  the  frtga'e  Brandy- 
wine, now  lying  off  the  naval  hospital,  and  bound  for 
the  Mediterranean  on  Saturday  morning. 

A general  court  martial  convened  on  the  12th  inst. 
at  Pensacola,  on  board  the  frigate  Macedonian,  and 
was  composed  of  the  following  members: 

Capt.  Beverley  Kennon,  president. 

Commanders  William  A.  Spencer, 

“ J D.  Williamson, 

“ Joseph  Smoot 

“ W.  V.  Taylor,  members 

Lieutenants,  Step.  B.  Wilson, 

“ James  Wilson, 

“ Arthur  Lewis, 

“ Farren,  J 

Judge  advocate,  Mr.  Anderson. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Rogers,  in  the  National  Intelligencer, 
states  that  the  rumors  of  a prospect  of  Indian  distur- 
bances at  Fort  Gibson  are  incorrect,  he  having  just 
heard  from  that  place,  from  a source  entitled  to  tlie 
highest  credit. 

The  public  worlis  in  Ohio.  The  Zanesville  Republi- 
can states  that  the  contractors  on  the  public  works  in 
that  vicinity,  were  paid  last  week,  about  thirty-three 
cents  in  the  dollar,  on  the  amount  of  their  estimates; 
and  that  paper  intimates  the  probability  that  a general 
cessation  of  operations  on  the  Ohio  public  works  may 
take  place  are  long,  on  account  of  the  scarcity  of  mo- 
ney. 

Col.  Preston.  The  Southern  Christain  Advocate,  in 
reference  to  an  account  of  col.  Preston’s  centenary  sub- 
scription (said  to  be  $1,000)  to  the  Methodist  cause, 
which  is  going  the  rounds  of  the  northern  papers,  con- 
tains the  following: 

It  is  untrue  in  every  particular,  except  that  on  that 
occasion  col.  P.  did  present  himself  among  the  contri- 
butors. His  subscription  was  made  in  silence,  except 
only  his  stating  to  the  secretary,  or  some  gentleman  by, 
the  sum  he  wished  set  down  to  his  name,  and  which 
was  not  $1,000.  We  suppose  the  story  lias  been  fabri- 
cated upon  the  report  oi  ihe  proceedings  of  the  meet- 
ing in  this  paper,  and  which,  as  fai  as  it  concerned 
col  Preston,  was  in  the  following  words: 

“It  was  gratifying  to  our  feelings  to  see  the  hon.  W. 
C.  Preston,  of  the  U.  States  senate,  among  the  first 
who  came  to  the  altar  place,  in  acknowledgment  (as 
we  were  tolu)  of  his  indebtedness  to  Methodism  in  the 
person  of  Mrs.  Russell,  of  blessed  memory,  who  was 
not  more  distinguished  for  being  the  sister  of  Patrick 
Henry  than  for  her  own  extraordinary  piety  and  parts. 
Bishop  Asbury  used  to  call  her  ‘the  elect  lady,’  (from 
St.  John),  and  she,  it  appears,  was  col.  Preston’s 
grandmother,  and  with  her  he  massed  his  childhood.” 

A disease  resembling  the  yellow  fever  has  made  its 
appearance  at  Augusta,  Geo.  and  six  cases  had  termi- 
na  ed  fatally  at  the  last  accounts.  It  is  supposed  to 
have  arisen  from  a quantity  of  putrid  bacon  and  da- 
maged cottonseed  being  suffered  to  remain  in  different 
parts  of  the  city.  As  these  nuisances  were  immedi- 
ately removed  it  was  hoped  the  disease  would  extend 
no  further. 

Great  fire  at  St.  Johns,  N.  3.  We  learn  from  the 
Boston  Transcript  that  auoth-r  fire  has  occurred  at  St. 
Johns,  N.  B.  which  destroyed  about  one  hundred 
buildings.  It  broke  out  on  Saturday  night,  about  9 
o’clockrin  a warehouse  in  Nelson  st.  occupied  by 
Messrs.  Hugh  Irvine  & Brothers,  ship  builders,  and 
before  its  progress  was  arrested  it  swept  away  all  the 
buildings  on  both  sides  of  Nelson  street,  and  on  Law- 
ton’s, Waterbery’s,  Donaldson’s  and  the  North  Mar- 
ket wharves,  together  with  those  on  both  sides  of  Dock 
street,  (from  Market  square  to  Union  street)  on  the 
south  side,  Union  street  from  J.  & J.  Lawton’s,  new 
dwelling  htuses  to  the  water,  including  all  buildings 
and  lumber  on  Black’s,  Crookshank’s  and  Walker’s 
wharves,  and  all  the  bridges  on  the  north  side  of  Mar- 
ket square.  The  loss  is  estimated  at  $300,000.  The 
last  great  fire  which  destroyed  115  houses  and  stores, 
occurred  two  years  and  seven  months  ago. 

A fire  occurred  at  New  Orleans  on  the  18;h  instant, 
in  the  store  of  inadame  Baiaille,  Chartres  street,  which 
extended  to  that  of  madame  Lefebvre.  The  loss  of 
dry  goods  burnt  and  injured  is  estimated  at  $110,000. 
Madame  B.  was  insured  for  $60,000.  During  the  oc- 
currence of  the  fire,  three  persons  engaged  in  removing 
furniture  fell  from  the  upper  part  of  the  house  into  the 
street.  One  of  them  died  soon  after. 

There  are  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  steamers  on 
the  Hudson  river,  (including  ferry  boats);  of  which  53 
are  employed  in  towing  freight-barges;  12  for  pleasure 
excursions;  17  undergoing  repairs;  3 running  between 


New  York  and  Albany;  3 between  New  York  and 
Newburg;  and  the  rest  to  the  various  towns  on  the 
river. 

A bridge  one  mile  and  a half  long  has  been  built 
over  the  Tennessee  river  at  the  Muscle  Shoals. 

The  project  of  a wire  suspension  bridge  acros  the 
Mississippi  at  St.  Louis,  has  been  suggested  by  Mr.  C. 
Ellet,  civil  engineer. 

Longevity.  Maria  Geanne  Robin,  a colored  woman, 
died  at  the  residence  of  her  grand  daughter  in  Circus 
street,  on  Wednesday  last,  at  the  advanced  age  of  one 
hundred  and  seven  years  and  five  months.  Up  to  five 
months  since  she  was  able  to  walk  to  church,  to  knit, 
and  attend  to  the  business  of  housewifery.  She  never 
wore  specks,  nor  used  any  other  artificial  aid  for  the 
sighr.  Her  doctor’s  bill  through  life  amounted  to  just 
nothing  at  all,  her  apothecary’s  ditto.  She  never  took 
a dose  of  medicine,  whether  cream  of  tartar  or  glauber 
salts,  calomel  or  lobelia.  In  the  same  house,  with  her 
lived — and  still  lives  there — her  daughter,  who  is  seven- 
ty years  of  age;  her  grand  daughter  who  is  fifty  years 
of  age,  and  hergreatgrandson  who  is  sixteen  years  old. 
The  mother  of  the  deceased  died  in  this  city,  aged  one 
hundred  and  one  years  [ N . Orleans  Pic. 

Perilous  situation — novel  use  of  afire  engine.  A man 
named  Samuel  Drew,  while  digging  a well  lately  near 
Ypsilanti,  Michigan,  struck  a vein  of  quicksilver,  and 
was  partially  buried.  His  neighbors  endeavored  to  res- 
cue him,  but  the  well  became  so  impregnated  with  car- 
bonic acid  gas  that  no  person  couid  remain  long  enough 
below  to  render  any  service.  The  man  was  speechless 
from  the  gas,  when  pure  air  was  pumped  into  the  well  by 
a fire  engine,  which,  in  a few  minutes,  enabled  him  to 
give  directions  for  his  rek  ase,  which  was  effected. 

Death  of  Benjamin  Knovier.  The  Albany  Argus  of 
Saturday  morning  announces  the  death  of  Benjamin 
Knower,  formerly  stale  treasurer,  and  president  of  the 
Mechanics’  and  Farmers’  bank  in  that  city.  He  died 
at  his  residence,  in  Watervliet,  on  Friday,  at  1 o’clock. 
The  Albany  papers  uniie  in  paying  a deserved  tribute 
to  his  many  virtues  and  his  public  services. 

Portsmouth  and  Roanoke  rail  road  company.  Through 
the  politeness  of  captain  Dimmock,  we  are  furnished 
with  the  annual  report  of  the  company,  by  whh'h  we 
learn  that  the  receipts  of  the  road  exceeded  the  expen- 
ditures by  $5  110  80. 

The  receipts  of  the  road  for  the  year  ending  20th  of 
April,  1830,  were  $60,974  50,  being  $11,049  34  more 
than  has  been  received  any  previous  year;  the  expen- 
ditures for  the  same  lime,  have  been  $5,533  69. 

[Portsmouth  Va.  Chronicle. 

The  sugar  beet.  An  interesting  fart  in  relation  to  this 
valuable  root,  was  communicated  a few  days  since,  to 
the  editor  of  the  Berks  and  Schuylkill  Journal,  namely, 
t hat  a gentleman  of  that  vicinity,  while  feeding  his  cows 
on  the  beet  last  winter,  took  to  market  each  week  40  lbs. 
of  butter.  After  his  stock  of  beets  was  consumed,  the 
cattle  were  fed  on  chopped  corn  and  oats,  but  ihe  yield 
of  butter  was  but  twenty  pounds  weekly,  and  of  art  in- 
ferior quality.  [ Philad . Enq. 

Sugar  beet.  Il  may  be  gratifying  to  our  readers  to 
know  that  Mr.  Bossen,  of  Boston,  sailed  last  Saturday 
in  the  Liverpool,  on  behalf  of  a company,  to  bring  out 
machinery  and  men  to  carry  on  the  manufacture  of 
beet  sugar,  on  an  extensive  scale,  in  Boston.  The 
Yankees  always  “go  ahead.”  [ Pliila . U.  S.  Gaz. 

Counterfeit  coin.  Counterfeit  half  dollar  pieces,  bear- 
ing the  stamp  of  the  Uniled  States,  dated  1834,  and 
which  are  said  to  be  very  well  executed,  are  in  circu- 
lation. They  are  much  lighter  than  the  genuine  coin, 
and  may  be  easily  detected  by  an  inspection  of  the 
edges,  which  afier  being  slightly  rubbed  shew  the  ma- 
terial to  be  either  brass  or  copper.  IN'.  Y.  Post. 

The  almost  universal  introduction  of  rail  roads  has 
caused  an  immense  increase  in  the  consumption  of 
iron.  In  Scotland  there  are  now  fifty-five  furnaces, 
seven  building,  and  twenty-seven  projected.  In  South 
Wales  there  are  one  hundred  and  twenty-nine  fur- 
naces, thirty  building,  and  ninety  are  contemplated. 
In  1740,  the  annual  produce  of  iron  in  the  United  King- 
dom was  but  17,350  tons;  within  five  years,  the  annual 
produce  ofScotland  and  South  Wales  will,  it  is  com- 
puted, exceed  1,400.0,10  tons.  Ttie  ratio  of  increase  in 
the  manufacture  of  iron  in  this  country  is  supposed  to 
exceed  even  this.  [Balt.  Chron. 

There  have  arrived  at  the  port  of  Baltimore  within 
the  last  three  days,  the  following  number  of  passen- 
gers. 

From  Bremen,  pr.  Marion,  45 

“ pr.  Eiise,  117 

“ pr.  Josephine,  114 

“ pr.  Humphrey,  111 

“ pr.  Alexander,  165 

“ pr.  Sanderson,  115 


“ pr.  Johanna,  120 

“ pr.  Mary,  56 

“ pr.  Matilda,  115 

pr.  Louise,  112 

1,130 

From  Liverpool,  pr.  Oceola,  91 

Total,  1,221 


Six  penny-coiner.  Officer  Braden,  yesterday  arrest- 
ed and  brought  to  the  police,  a fellow  named  Peter  Do- 
lington,  charged  with  uttering  false  coin  in  the  shape  of 
! Spanish  sixpences.  He  was  suspected  of  being  engag- 


ed in  the  manufacture  of  the  spurious  article  by  Mr. 
Richard  Y.  Hall,  saddler,  of  244  Cherry  street,  who 
wiih  the  officer  above  named,  went  to  his  lodgings  near 
the  foot  of  Pike  street,  and  on  searching  which  they 
found  the  dies,  sinks  and  other  apparatus  for  coining 
complete,  together  with  a quantity  of  metal  resembling 
German  silver,  of  which  the  spurious  coin  is  made. 
He  was  taken  before  justice  Weyman,  who  disclaim- 
ing any  jurisdiction  in  the  matter,  handed  him  over  to 
the  United  States  authorities,  by  whom  he  was  com- 
mitted for  trial.  [N.  Y.  Courier. 

The  annual  fair  of  the  American  institute,  New 
York,  will  be  held  at  Niblo’s  garden,  and  commence 
on  the  7tli  of  October.  It  will  undoubtedly  excel  any 
former  exhibition,  and  be  in  all  particulars  more  inte- 
resting. The  preparations  are  on  a vastly  enlarged 
scale:  two  new  exhibition  rooms,  each  119  feet  by  25, 
will  be  in  readiness,  and  the  whole  affair  will  be  abun- 
dantly beyond  any  former  display.  A ploughing  match, 
under  the  direction  of  the  institute,  will  take  place  on 
the  5th  of  September,  in  which  will  be  exhibited  vari- 
ous kinds  of  improved  ploughs. 

A patron.  The  Steubenville  Herald  says:  “a  sub- 
scriber who  has  been  patronising  us  for  nearly  ten 
years  without  paying,  and  whose  lovely  wife  not  long 
since  hroomsticked  our  collector  out  of  the  house  for 
presenting  the  bill,  wanted  to  know  of  us  last  week  why 
we  stopped  his  paper.’’ 

A serious  drought  prevails  throughout  the  northern 
and  middle  portions  of  Kentucky,  and  much  injury 
has  already  been  done  to  the  corn  crop.  In  the  Green 
river  coi-nlry,  the  crops  of  corn  and  tobacco  are  also 
said  to  have  been  greally  injured  by  the  drought. 

Great  yield . The  Lebanon  Courier  states  that  a sin- 
gle grain  of  wheat,  planted  in  the  garden  of  Mr. 
George  Stees,  near  Mr.  Flickinger’s  store,  in  Cocalico, 
Lancaster  county,  which  had  been  found  in  a bag  of 
Rio  coffee,  produced  75  stalks,  about  five  feet  in  length, 
ihe  ears  of  which  average  seven  and  a quarter  inches. 
The  whole  amount  of  grain  produced  by  this  one,  was 
7,646,  which  measured  one  pint  and  a half  gill. 

Mr.  Eaton  Davis,  of  West  Mendon,  N.  Y.  from  9 1-2 
acres,  threshed  out  509  bushels  of  wheat,  averaging 
nearly  54  bushels  to  the  acre,  which  he  sold  on  his 
farm  for  $1  per  bushel,  and  stated  that  he  was  satisfied 
with  that.  His  estimate  of  the  expense  of  raising  is 
thirty-eight  cents  to  the  bushel,  leaving  an  actual  net 
profit  of  62  per  cent,  on  the  bushel,  or  $318  12  on  the 
whole  quantity.  [Roch.  Dem. 

The  quarterly  average  of  the  assets  and  liabilities  of 
the  Bank  of  England,  from  April  30,  to  July  23,  show- 
ed the  circulation  to  be  £18,049,000,  and  the  bullion 
only  £3,785.000;  ihe  latter  st  ill  decreasing.. 

The  Indianapolis  Journal  of  the  20th  instant,  says: 
"The  state  bank  of  Indiana  has  declined  receiving  the 
funds  of  the  general  government  on  special  deposite, 
on  the  terms  proposed  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasu- 
ry.” 

Wool  growing  in  Vermont.  The  Rutland  Herald 
says,  the  growth  of  ihe  present  year  is  selling  at  the 
rate  of  fifiy  cents  per  pound,  and  that  the  aggregate 
proceeds  of  sales  in  the  state,  will  amount  to  one  mil- 
lion five  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Grog.  According  to  the  Galvestonian,  grog  has  been 
dispensed  with  in  the  shipping  articles  of  the  Texan 
navy,  and  coffee  and  tea  substituted  instead — an  ex- 
cellent move. 

The  supply  of  the  article  of  tobacco  and  rum  for  the 
use  of  the  seamen  of  the  British  navy,  for  this  year, 
amounts  to  forty  thousand  pounds  of  the  former,  and 
two  hundred  and  thirty-five  housand  gallons  ot  the  lat- 
ter. There  are  20,000  seamen  among  whom  the  rum 
is  to  he  divided,  making  nearly  twelve  gallons  to  each 
man. 

Coal  trade.  The  increase  in  favor  of  this  year  over 
the  last  in  the  shipments  of  coal,  up  to  the  present  time, 
for  Lehigh,  is  13497  tons,  from  the  Schuylkill  regions, 
tlie  increase  is  36.750  tons.  At  the  collector’s  office  on 
the  Columbia  rail  road,  the  total  amount  of  railway  and 
motive  power,  since  Oct.  31  to  Aug.  15,  is  $159,097  49. 

The  large  cargo  of  shoes  recently  noticed  as  having 
been  shipped  from  Rowley,  Mass,  were  designed  for 
the  Norfolk  marker,  and  their  safe  arrival  there,  is 
noted  in  the  Herald  of  Friday.  They  were  put  up  in 
600  cases,  and  were  valued  at  $30,000. 

Rail  roads  in  the  United  States.  It  is  estimated  that 
there  are  now  more  than  three  thousand  miles  of  rail 
road  completed  and  in  operation  in  tlie  Unit  d States, 
at  an  average  cost  of  about  $20,000  the  mile;  making 
sixty  millions  of  dollars  already  expended  in  these  works 
ot  improvement  alone. 

Brazil  rice.  A cargo  of  rice  has  been  imported  into 
Havana  from  Brazil,  the  quality  of  which  is  said  to  be 
equal  to  the  best  Carolina.  The  southern  planters 
must  submit  to  a reduction  in  prices,  if  they  expect  to 
keep  the  market.  The  climate  of  Brazil  is  as  well 
adapted  to  the  growth  of  rice  as  that  of  Carolina. 

Commodore  Ridgley,  of  the  U.  S.  navy,  says  the 
B-ooldyn  Star,  has  been  elected  an  honorary  member 
of  the  royal  yacht  club  of  Great  Britain.  He  was  in- 
debted for  this  honor,  to  the  politeness  of  R.  F.  Greville, 
a member  of  the  club  who  was  last  year  in  this  port, 
in  his  own  yacht,  the  Charlotte,  and  received  atten- 
tions at  the  hand  of  commodore  Ridgley. 
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NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER, 

FOR  SALE, 

That  the  estate  of  the  late  Hezekiah  Niles  may 
be  speedily  settled,  it  has  been  deemed  advisable 
by  those  who  have  the  management  thereof,  that  the 
entire  establishment,  so  well  known  throughout  the 
country  as  “Niles’  Register,”  should  be  sold: 
It  is  therefore  offered  for  sale,  with  the  subscription 
list,  printing  materials  and  every  thing  which  pro- 
perly belongs  to  the  publication.  SC r~The  subscrip- 
tion list  has  not  for  many  years  been  larger  than  at 
present,  and  the  subscribers  are  among  the  best  and 
most  punctual  in  the  country;  and  the  office  con- 
tains all  necessary  type  amt  presses,  (one  a power 
press  made  by  Adams)  of  the  most  improved  kind, 
in  the  best  condition. 

Presuming  that  those  desirous  of  purchasing  will 
make  enquiries  in  person  or  by  letter,  it  is  not 
deemed  necessary  to  extend  this  notice  further,  than 
to  express  the  conviction,  that  the  establishment  is 
one  of  the  most  valuable  in  the  country,  as  can  be  sa- 
tisfactorily proven  by  an  exhibition  of  the  receipts 
and  expenditures,  and  that  in  the  hands  of  a person 
with  a amall  capital,  and  qualified  to  conduct  it,  the 
price  demanded  can  be  realized  in  clear  profits  in 
less  than  three  years. 

The  whole  establishment  can  be  had  on  reasona- 
ble terms,  and  on  an  extended  credit  so  as  to  enable 
the  purchaser  to  prosecute  the  business  to  advan- 
tage. 

Address  the  present  editor, 

WM.  OGDEN  NILES,  or 
PHILIP  REIGART, 

Agent  of  the  administratrix  of  H.  Niles,  deceased. 

gCp-Editors  throughout  the  United  States,  are  re- 
spectfully requested  to  insert  the  above,  and  invite 
public  attention  to  it. 

Od=In  consequence  of  the  necessity  which  exists 
for  the  sale  of  this  work,  the  present  editor  will  soon 
be  at  liberty  to  seek  other  employment;  and  he  re- 
spectfully offers  his  services  to  his  editorial  brethren 
in  any  of  the  large  cities,  or  will  be  obliged  to  any 
of  his  friends  who  will  inform  him  of  a suitable  lo- 
cation in  one  of  the  prosperous  towns  of  the  west, 
where  tiis  editorial  labors  will  meet  with  a reasona- 
ble reward.  His  qualifications  may  be  inferred  from 
the  fact,  that  for  more  than  fifteen  years  he  was  the 
assistant  editor  of  the  “Register,”  and  that  for 
more  than  six  years  he  conducted  a political  paper 
with  advantage  to  the  whig  party  and  profit  to  him- 
self. He  is  besides  practically  acquainted  with  the 
printing  business,  and  could  be  generally  useful  in 
a large  newspaper  establishment. 

For  his  character  and  standing  as  a man  and  citi- 
zen, he  confidently  refers  to  any  old  and  respectable 
inhabitant  of  this  city. 

Baltimore,  Aug.  30,  1839. 

Minister  from  Spain.  The  Chevalier  D’Ar- 
gaiz,  the  newly  appointed  minister  plenipotentiary 
from  the  court  of  Spain  to  the  United  States,  has 
arrived  in  this  city,  and  taken  lodgings  at  Mrs.  Ul- 
rich’s. The  OhevalierD’Argaiz succeeds  Mr.  Cal- 
deron De  La  Barca,  who  is  appointed  minister  pleni- 
potentiary to  Mexico.  The  departure  of  Mr.  Cal- 
deron De  La  Barca  from  the  U.  S.  to  represent  her 
most  Catholic  majesty  near  a neighboring  republic, 
will  leave  a numerous  circle  of  friends  to  regret  the 
loss  of  one  who  is  equally  distinguished  for  diplo- 
matic ability  and  for  social  virtues. 

[ Globe  of  the  5th  inst. 

John  David  Fink  has  been  recognized  as  con- 
sul of  the  king  ot  Wurtemburg,  to  reside  in  New 
Orleans,  and  Frederick  Fray  as  consul  for  the 
duke  of  Baden. 
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Treasury  notes.  Treasury  department,  Sep- 
tember 2,  1839.  Amount  issued  under  the  provi- 
sion of  the  act  of  October 

12,  1837,  viz:  $10,000,000  00 

Of  that  issue  there  has 
been  redeemed  9,670,960  95 


Leaving  outstanding,  $329,039  05 

In  lieu  of  those  redeem- 
ed there  has  been  is- 
sued under  actof21st 
May,  1838  $5,709,810  01 

Of  that  issue  there  has 
been  redeemed  5,177,287  41 


Leaving  of  that  issue  outstanding  532,522  60 


Aggregate  of  first  and  second  issues 
outstanding  8611,561  65 

The  issues  under  the 
provisions  of  the  act 
of  the  2d  of  March, 

1839,  amounts  to  3,857,276  21 

Of  that  issue  there  has 

been  redeemed  298,900  00 

3,658,376  21 


Making  the  aggregate  of  all  the  out- 
standing $4,519,937  86 

Levi  Woodbury,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

The  secretary  of  state,  who  was  for  some  days 
detained  in  Philadelphia  by  a severe  indisposition, 
returned  to  this  city  yesterday  evening.  He  was 
unable  to  leave  his  house  this  morning,  although 
we  understand  he  transacts  the  business  of  his  de- 
partment in  his  chamber.  [ Globe  of  the  3d  inst. 

The  secretary  of  the  navy  arrived  in  Bos- 
ton on  Sunday.  He  visited  the  navy  yard  on  Mon- 
day morning,  on  which  occasion  a federal  salute  of 
thirteen  guns  was  fired. 

The  iion.  John  M.  Clayton  has  resigned  the 
office  of  chief  justice  of  the  state  of  Delaware, 
with  the  view  of  resuming  the  practice  of  the  law.  As 
a statesman  and  lawyer  he  is  inferior  to  few  men  in 
the  country,  and  Delaware  has  just  cause  to  be 
proud  of  him. 

Instruction  to  postmasters.  Extract  from  a 
letter  which  the  postmaster  general  recently  ad- 
dressed to  the  postmaster  at  Newport,  R.  I. 

“Postmasters  may  enclose  the  money  in  a letter 
to  the  publisher  of  a newspaper,  to  pay  the  subscrip- 
tion of  a third  person,  and  frank  the  letter  if  writ- 
ten by  himself;  but  if  the  letter  be  written  by  any 
other  person,  the  postmaster  cannot  frank  it.” 

New  Orleans  branch  mint.  We  regret  to 
learn  that  the  yellow  fever  has  been  committing  fa- 
tal ravages  in  this  institution. 

James  Maxwell,  esq.  the  melter  and  refiner,  died 
on  the  18th  instant. 

Nathan  Clark,  forman  of  the  coining  depart- 
ment, died  on  the  1st  instant. 

Owen  D.  Bird,  one  of  the  workmen,  died  on  the 
15th  instant. 

Charles  Scheide,  another  of  the  workmen,  died  on 
the  17th  instant. 

John  Mooda,  another  workman,  died  about  the 
10th  instant. 

Several  others  employed  are  laboring  under  the 
disease,  and  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  suspend 
the  operations  of  that  branch  mint  until  the  1st  of 
November  next.  [Globe. 

International  courtesy.  It  will  be  recel- 
lected  that  the  United  States  exploring  squadron, 
whilst  at  Cape  Horn,  met  with  very  boisterous  wea- 
ther, and  some  of  the  vessels  suffered  damage.  The 
store  ship  Relief,  it  is  understood,  lost  all  her  an- 
chors at  that  time.  She  arrived  at  Valparaiso  in 
April  last,  and  was  of  course  obliged  to  lay  offandon, 
having  lost  all  her  anchors.  Her  Britannic  majes- 
ty’s corvette  Fly,  was  lying  in  the  harbor  at  the  time, 
and  the  condition  of  the  Relief  was  inferred  from 
her  movements.  The  commander  immediately  de- 
spatched his  boats,  with  an  anchor  and  cable,  for  the 
Relief,  which  were  bent  on,  and  the  store  ship  came 
to  anchor. 


The  Relief  was  at  Callao  on  the  16th  of  May  and 
she  then  had  the  anc‘  nr  and  cable  of  the  English 
corvette.  Such  expressions  of  international  cour- 
tesy always  merits  a distinguished  notice. 

[Globe. 

New  public  store.  The  new  public  store  at 
the  corner  of  Gay  and  Water  streets,  erected  by  the 
general  government  for  the  storage  and  safe  keep- 
ing of  merchandise  while  under  control  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  government  is  now  nearly  completed. 
This  large  and  handsome  edifice  is  built  wholly  of 
incombustible  materials,  and  is  remarkable  for  the 
wonderful  strength  of  the  woi  k,  which  promises 
a durability  commensurate  with.the  existence  of  the 
materials  themselves.  The  first  story  is  of  granite, 
the  pillars  or  jambs  of  the  doors  being  5 feet  2 in- 
ches by  3 feet  10  inches,  and  9 feet  high.  Enor- 
mous blocks  5 feet,  6 inches  square,  by  3 feet  10 
inches  thick,  constitute  the  walls  of  this  story, 
which  are  4 feet  thick.  The  rest  of  the  building  is 
of  brick,  laid  in  hydraulic  cement,  which  speedily 
hardens  and  becomes  more  solid  than  the  bricks 
themselves.  No  other  sort  are  used  in  front  than 
the  finest  quality  of  pressed  biicks  of  home  manu- 
facture, which  are  unrivalled  in  any  part  of  the 
world. 

The  walls  from  the  second  story  upwards  are  3 
feet  10  inches  thick,  this  extraordinary  thickness 
being  requisite  to  support  the  massive  inner  work 
of  arches  and  floors.  These  latter  are  of  the  best 
brick  laid  on  edge  in  cement,  and  are  sustained  by 
groin  arches,  strengthened  throughout,  and  in  every 
direction  by  iron  clamps.  The  arches  receive  fur- 
ther support  from  twenty-four  granite  pillars,  on 
each  floor,  those  in  the  cellar  being  4 feet  square, 
which  of  course  are  carried  up  to  the  roof,  dimi- 
nishing as  they  ascend. 

We  recollect  that  in  the  construction  of  the  cellar 
of  this  building  much  difficulty  was  experienced 
from  the  continued  issuing  up  of  the  water  wjdch 
made  its  way  into  it  either  from  springs  or  froth  the 
basin  hard  by.  To  stop  this,  large  quantifies  of 
tempered  clay  were  spread  compactly  over  the  bot- 
tom, upon  which  were  placed  large  flagstones,  im- 
beded  in  hydraulic  cement.  Upon  these  were 
laid  in  cement  and  with  great  care,  bricks  on 
edge,  so  as  to  render  the  cellar  completely  water 
proof. 

The  window  frames  and  sashes  of  the  building 
are  of  cast  iron,  the  sashes  working  on  hinges.  The 
doors  and  window  shutters  are  of  wrought  iron, 
those  on  the  first  floor  being  of  double  thickness, 
strongly  rivited  by  iron  bolts.  This  part  of  the  edi- 
fice will  attract  the  attention  of  every  one  who 
views  it  by  presenting  a combination  of  great  neat- 
ness in  appearance  with  uncommon  strength  of 
workmanship.  The  roof  is  covered  with  copper 
sheathing;  the  arches  which  support  it  are  filled  up 
even  with  the  rake  of  the  roof,  and  the  rafters  laid 
down  upon  this  bedding  are  covered  with  cement 
through  which  the  bolts  pass  that  secure  the  shea- 
thing. A circular  stairway  of  granite  enclosed  in 
brick,  runs  from  the  first  floor  to  the  lantern  light 
on  the  roof.  On  each  side  of  the  stairway,  which 
gives  additional  strength  to  every  floor,  are  the 
apertures  and  fixtures  for  raising  goods.  The 
wheel  used  for  this  purpose  is  placed  in  the  lantern 
light— -a  structure  in  form  like  a cupola,  made  of 
granite  pillars,  and  having  iron  window  sashes  and 
shutters  on  every  side. 

The  whole  building,  thus  composed  almost  entire- 
ly of  stone,  bricks  and  iron,  is  of  course  complete- 
ly fire-poof.  Several  plans  for  this  edifice  were 
submitted  by  distinguished  engineers — that  of  John 
F.  Hoss,  esq.  was  adopted  by  the  comissioners  with 
some  trifling  alterations.  Mr.  Hoss  has  surperin- 
tended  the  work  from  the  laying  of  the  first  stone 
up  to  this  period  of  its  almost  final  completion,  and 
he  has  succeeded  fully  in  giving  to  it  every  charac- 
teristic which  such  a building  ought  to  possess. 

[Baltimore  American. 

A home  squadron.  The  case  of  the  Spanish 
schooner  Amistad,  caplured  by  the  serveying  brig 
Washington,  comes  in  timely  aid  of  the  general  ar- 
gument in  favor  of  the  establishment  and  constant 
maintenance  of  a “heme  squadron”  to  cruise  along 
and  off  our  coast. 

Here  a vessel,  of  which  the  officers  were  murdered 
by  revolted  slaves — and  still  having  on  board  two 
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other  whites,  subject  hourly  to  the  same  fate — has 
for  weeks  been  oti  our  coast,  without  meeting  with  a 
single  vessel  of  war;  when,  if  there  was  in  commission 
a squadron  of  small  vessels — so'uie  of  which  would 
be  constantly  at  sea,  and  on  the  watch,  running  from 
port  to  port,  and  looking  in  at  out-of  the-way  bays 
and  creeks — not  a week  would  have  elapsed  without 
her  having  been  overhauled  and  brought  in. 

We  hope  this  case,  which  appeals  so  strongly  to 
feeling — more  operative  sometimes  even  upon  the 
acts  of  governments  than  argument  or  policy — may 
hasten  the  period  when  a home  squadron  will  become 
as  settled  a duty  of  the  navy  service  as  the  Mediter- 
ranean or  the  Pacific  squadron  now  so  properly  are. 

[IV.  Y.  Amer. 

Money  matters.  The  Boston  Mercantile  Jour- 
nal of  Monday,  says:  “Money  was  worth  on  Satur- 
day last  one  and  a half  to  two  per  eent.  per  month, 
on  the  best  of  private  notes,  and  on  United  States 
post  notes.  Great  distress  begins  to  be  felt,  and 
much  alarm  is  excited.” 

The  New  York  Express  of  Wednesday,  2,  P.  M. 
says — 

The  pressure  on  the  money  market  is  not  a little 
singular,  and  is  not  to  be  easily  accounted  for.  In 
Philadelphia  it  i9  decidedly  greater  than  it  is  here, 
and  in  tnis  city  greater  than  in  Boston,  or  at  the 
east.  At  the  extreme  south  it  is  greater  than  in 
any  other  section.  In  the  summer  and  spring  of 
1837,  when  this  city  was  prostrate,  when  our  banks 
curtailed  their  business,  and  when  over  five  hun- 
dred failures  took  place,  many  of  whom  were  sa- 
crificed by  the  injudicious  course  of  a few  of  our 
banks,  Philadelphia  was  riot  comparatively  press- 
ed. The  banks  there,  and  particularly  the  United 
States  bank,  carried  their  merchants  through. 

The  consequence  was,  that  Philadelphia  took  a 
very  large  portion  of  trade  from  New  York.  This 
that  city  could  do,  because  the  banks  there  took 
freely  the  southern  and  western  notes  given  for 
goods.  One  great  cause  of  their  pressure  now, 
arises  from  the  fact  that  the  banks  there  can  no 
longer  collect,  nor  negotiate  this  paper  taken  for 
goods,  and  one  other  reason  may  be  added,  while 
New  York  has  been  standing  comparatively  still, 
and  has  been  collecting  steadily,  the  Philadelphia 
merchants  have,  in  many  instances,  trusted  these 
very  houses,  whereby  they  have  been  enabled  to 
pay  the  New  Yorkers  their  old  debts. 

This  course  of  trade  has  cramped  the  Philadel- 
phia merchants  to  such  a degree,  that  the  banks,  to 
sustain  them,  have  loaned  them  their  own  post 
notes,  having  a year  or  less  to  run,  in  order  to  save 
the  merchants.  Whether  this  course  of  policy  is 
judicious  we  shall  not  undertake  to  say.  It  is  a 
very  different  course  from  that  pursued  here.  If 
it  shall  have  the  effect  to  save  their  merchants  from 
failing,  it  will  have  accomplished  a most  desirable 
and  laudable  object.  In  accomplishing  this  object 
the  neighboring  cities  are  made  tributary  to  Phila- 
delphia. These  post  notes  cannot  be  cashed  in 
Philadelphia. 

They  are  consequently  thrown  into  the  Balti- 
more, New  York  and  Boston  markets,  where  the 
confidence  in  them  is  so  great,  that  an  enormous 
amount  of  money  is  raised.  Capitalists  and  money- 
ed men  who  employ  their  means  out  doors,  in  loan- 
ing money,  invest  freely.  The  consequence  is,  that 
the  usual  balances  in  bank  are  greatly  reduced — 
the  surplus  capital  is  employed,  and  the  banks  are 
deprived  of  their  usual  large  deposites.  This,  no 
doubt,  is  one  great  cause  of  the  pressure  here,  and 
in  Boston.  Some  of  the  banks  in  this  city  are  not 
only  crippled  by  the  loss  of  their  deposites,  but 
their  cupidity  has  been  such  that  they  have  invest- 
ed largely  in  these  post  notes. 

One  bank  particularly,  has  nearly  half  a million 
on  hand,  on  which  it  cannot  realize  for  some 
months  to  come.  Other  banks  have  loaned  largely 
to  the  government,  and  thereby  put  it  out  of  their 
power  to  discount  as  formerly.  With  all  these  dif- 
ficulties, it  is  a most  extraordinary  fact,  that  we 
have  no  failures.  There  has  not  been  a failure  of 
any  great  magnitude  in  several  months,  and  it  is 
generally  conceded  that  our  merchants  are  in  a 
more  snug  and  sound  condition  than  they  have 
been  for  years.  There  are  even  some  prospects  of 
improvement.  Large  crops  are  at  hand.  If  the 
advices  from  England,  relative  to  the  crops,  should 
be  favorable,  we  may  expect  a most  cheering  change 
for  the  better. 

The  Philadelphia  Herald  says — 

The  money  market  seems  to  be  getting  easier, 
attd!  holders  of  U.  S.  bank  post  notes  demand  If, 
While  purchasers,  are  plenty  at  1$.  These  notes 
are  now  sold  without  deduction  for  the  three  days 
grace,  as  the  bank  has  given  assurance  that  the 
notes  will  be  promptly  paid  when  due  without  ex- 
tradtirig  the  usual  grace.  Sales  of  Girard  post  notes 
it*  If.  Business  paper  2 per  cent. 


The  Philadelphia  Inquirer  says — 

We  are  happy  to  announce  that  the  feeling  in  our 
business  walks  yesterday  was,  generally  speaking, 
of  a cheerful  character,  especially  as  to  the  pros- 
pect of  the  future.  Although  stocks  are  low  and 
money  still  exceedingly  tight,  yet  the  influx  of 
western  merchants  and  the  gratifying  fact  that  one 
at  least  of  our  banks  has  begun  to  expand  a little 
in  the  way  of  discount — have  combined  to  produce 
a more  healthy  tone.  We  trust  the  rest  of  our 
moneyed  institutions  will  be  enabled  to  follow  the 
example  we  have  alluded  to. 

The  New  York  Express  of  Thursday,  2,  P.  M. 
says: 

The  indications  ar#  a little  more  favorable  to-day. 
Stocks  are  a little  firmer,  and  although  yesterday 
was  what  is  called  a hard  day,  it  passed  off  with 
tolerable  ease.  The  public  now  begin  to  consider 
the  Great  Western  as  near  at  hand,  and  things  ap- 
pear to  be  on  a rise. 

If  the  grain  prospect  should  be  favorable,  the  mo- 
ney market  will  improve  here — if  it  should  be  the 
reverse,  things  would  not  be  much  worse.  The 
state  of  crops  and  weather  in  England  is  the  ab- 
sorbing subject  of  discussion. 

United  States  bank  stock  has  fallen  to  104^  per 
cent,  which  is  within  about  three  per  cent,  as  low 
as  it  stood  when  the  renewal  of  the  charter  was  de- 
feated by  the  president.  It  then  went  down  to  101J. 
The  decline  of  this  stock  is  now  doubtless  caused, 
in  a great  measure,  by  the  general  pressure  of  the 
money  market,  and  perhaps  by  want  of  confidence. 
These,  however,  are  not  the  only  causes,  for  dur- 
ing the  last  three  weeks  holders  ot  stock,  who  have 
no  fears,  have  changed  their  securities  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  money.  These  holders  have  sold 
largely  at  about  107  and  invested  their  funds  in 
post  notes  at  eighteen  per  cent,  per  annum  discount. 
By  this  measure,  calculating  the  dividends  at  eight, 
they  would  be  clear  gainers  of  ten  per  cent,  which 
added  to  107  would  give  them  equal  to  117  per  cent, 
in  12  months.  This  is  an  operation  which  shrewd 
capitalists  well  understand. 

The  Philadelphia  Inquirer  of  yesterday  says: 

Yesterday,  we  had  pleasure  in  stating  that  one 
bank  had  discounted  considerably.  To-day,  we 
have  still  greater  pleasure  in  recording  the  fact  of 
no  less  than  three  doing  large  amounts  of  good  pa- 
per. It  is  believed  that  the  contracting  policy  pur- 
sued by  our  great  moneyed  institutions  for  several 
months  past,  has  placed  them  in  a strong  position, 
so  much  so,  that  it  is  expected  they  will  be  in  a 
tolerably  efficient  condition  to  assist  the  commer- 
cial classes  so  soon  as  confidence  is  restored.  We 
regret  to  add  that  a failure  to  a large  amount  occur- 
red in  this  city  on  Wednesday.  It  is  stated,  how- 
ever, that  the  creditors  of  the  firm  alluded  to,  will 
not  sustain  much  loss,  if  any. 

The  Philadelphia  North  American  of  yesterday 
says: 

Stocks  are  without  any  material  change — the 
United  States  bank  closed  at  106. 

In  money  matters,  post  notes  of  the  United  States 
bank  sold  at  If  per  cent,  for  small  amounts,  and 
li  for  large. 

Maturity  of  notes  and  bills.  The  New  Orleans 
chamber  of  commerce,  at  its  monthly  meeting, 
passed  the  lollowing  resolutions  in  regard  to  the 
time  at  which  bills  of  exchange,  See.  mature: 

Resolved,  That  the  chamber  of  commerce  of  New 
Orleans  consider  the  following  the  rules  as  govern- 
ing the  maturity  of  drafts,  notes,  bills  of  exchange, 
and  bank  checks  or  post  notes  viz: 

That  all  notes,  drafts,  bank  checks  or  post  notes 
drawn  payable  in  days  or  months  after  sight  or 
after  date,  or  drawn  payable  on  a certain  specified 
subsequent  day,  are  entitled  to  the  usual  three 
days  of  grace,  unless  expressly  specified  to  the  con- 
trary. 

That  bills,  notes  or  drafts  drawn  payable  in 
months  or  days  after  date  subsequent  to  the  date  of 
said  bill,  note  or  draft,  are  due  on  the  same  day  as 
if  drawn  the  same  number  of  days  and  months  after 
date. 

That  any  bill,  note  or  draft  drawn  a certain  num- 
ber of  months  after  date,  and  dated  the  last  day  of 
a month  having  a greater  number  of  days  than  the 
month  in  which  it  falls  due,  is  due  on  the  last  day 
of  said  month,  without  any  allowance  for  the  day 
or  days  short  in  the  month. 

That  all  drafts  or  orders  for  money  payable  at 
sight  are  not  entitled  to  days  of  grace,  but  are  due 
and  payable  on  presentation. 

Resolved,  In  order  to  avoid  any  future  doubt  or 
difficulty  on  the  subject,  that  a committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  draught  a bill  in  conformity  to  the  pre- 
ceding resolution,  and  urge  the  passage  of  the  same 
by  the  legislature  of  this  state  at  their  next  session. 

[IV.  O.  Picayune. 


Banking  in  Mississippi.  The  legislation  of 
Mississippi,  it  will  be  recollected,  has  been  for 
many  years  under  the  control  of  the  administration 
party — that  party  which  professes  to  be  the  enemy 
of  “rag  money.”  We  learn  from  the  circular  of 
John  Crusoe,  esq.  a candidate  for  the  office  of  state 
treasurer,  that  in  1830  there  was  but  one  chartered 
bank,  except  the  United  States  branch,  located  in 
the  state,  and  that  one  had  a capital  of  $950,000. 

The  progress  made  by  the  anti-bank  party  may 
be  gathered  from  the  following  statement  made  up 
by  that  gentleman: 

In  1830,  Planters’  bank  chartered,  capital  $3,000,000 
1833,  sundry  banks  chartered,  7,000,000 

1836,  do.  do.  22,450,000 

1837,  do.  do.  10.300.000 

1838,  Union  bank  do.  15,500,000 

1831,  Agricultural  bank  not  enumerated,  2,000,000 

Total  amount  of  chartered  capital,  Jan.  1, 

1839,  $60,250,000 

To  which  add  unchartered  real  esta'e  bank- 
ing capital,  15,000,000 


$75,250,000 

Seventy-five  millions  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars! 

The  character  of  the  currency  furnished  by  these 
“democratic”  machines  may  be  gatnered  from  the 
fact  stated  by  our  collector,  that  he  would  not  trust 
any  of  them  for  thirty  days  at  a time,  nor  can  their 
paper  be  sold  at  a discount  of  less  than  20  per  cent. 
These  are  the  days  of  glorious  reform.  [ Whig. 


Money  matters  in  Cincinnati.  In  the  Cin- 
cinnati Gazette  of  the  29th  ult.  we  find  the  follow, 
ing  notice  of  the  condition  of  money  matteis  in  that 
cily : 

For  some  time  past  we  have  intended  to  publish 
occasional  reviews  of  the  state  of  the  money  mat- 
ters in  this  city.  We  have  been  deterred  by  various 
considerations,  not  the  least  important  of  which, 
was  the  peculiar  condition  in  which  all  parties,  city 
and  country  banks  and  brokers,  have  found  them- 
selves arrayed  towards  each  other.  With  certain 
ends  in  view,  the  city  banks  adopted  the  plan  of 
buying  up  the  notes  of  all  the  country  banks, 
through  a broker  as  their  agent.  This  had  hitherto 
been  the  daily  business  of  the  city  brokers.  Re- 
talliation  for  a supposed  attack  on  them,  induced 
an  immediate  return  of  every  dollar  issued  by  the 
city  banks  here,  which  the  brokers  could  procure 
and  a demand  of  coin  for  it.  The  result  has  been 
that  large  amounts  thus  drawn,  have  been  shipped 
by  the  brokers  to  New  York  and  Philadelphia, 
where  it  commanded  a premium,  which  covered 
the  expense  of  transportation.  The  various  coun- 
try banks  too  suddenly  found  large  amounts  of  their 
paper  sent  home,  and  coin  or  eastern  exchange,  at 
£ per  cent,  demanded  of  them  by  the  city  banks 
brokers.  The  paper  of  the  Cincinnati  banks  the 
became  desirable  throughout  Indiana  and  Ohio,  and 
it  has  also  been  flooded  in  by  the  country  banks 
for  redemption  on  like  terms.  The  result  has  been 
this:  That  where  six  months  ago  three  millions  of 
dollars  of  bank  notes  were  daily  deposited  before 
three  o’clock,  now  it  is  comparatively  withdrawn 
from  circulation.  The  banks  cannot  discount,  it  is 
alleged,  as  they  cannot  pay  out  their  own  paper 
without  an  immediate  demand  for  coin. 

The  case  of  Dr.  Dyott.  Court  of  criminal 
sessions,  August  term — before  judges  Todd,  Conrad 
and  Bouvier,  Saturday,  August  31,1839.  In  anti- 
cipation of  the  sentence  of  this  individual,  the 
courthouse  was  jammed  by  a motley  group.  The 
wealthy  merchant,  the  respectable  gentleman,  the 
sturdy  mechanic  and  the  hat  and  shoeless  loafer 
were  joined  together  with  a compactness  equal  to 
that  of  a parcel  of  dry  goods  when  packed  in  a box. 
Cries  of  “don’t  push  so,  let  go  my  coat  tail,  and 
where’s  my  hat?”  echoed  from  among  the  mass  of 
heads,  and  it  was  only  with  difficulty  that  the  offi- 
cers could  preserve  peace  and  decorum  during  the 
passing  of  the  sentence. 

About  half  past  ten  o’clock  the  case  was  called 
up  by  judge  Todd,  in  the  absence  of  judge  Conrad, 
who  had  not  yet  made  his  appearance.  Before 
the  case  proceeded,  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll,  esq.  made 
a motion  to  postpone  sentence  until  the  action  of 
the  supreme  court  should  be  known  on  the  subject; 
but  the  court  overruled  the  motion.  He  then  re- 
quested leave  to  read  a letter,  (sworn  to  by  Dr.  Dy- 
ott), previous  to  passing  sentence,  and  that  it  be  fil- 
ed. The  court  acquiesced  in  the  request,  and  the 
following  were  its  contents  as  read: 

The  subscriber  respectfully  submits  the  following 
remarks  in  perfect  sincerity  and  truth.  He  is  aware 
that  they  can  have  no  effect  upon  his  liability  to 
the  penalties  of  the  law.  He  has  been  pronounced 
guilty  by  a jury.  Successive  applications  to  arrest 
the  judgment  and  to  set  aside  the  verdict  have  fail- 
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ed.  The  sentence  of  the  court  is  now  inevitable. 
This  solemn  assurance  is  deliberately  made  under 
no  expectation  that  the  sentence  can  be  averted  or 
its  character  assuaged.  He  is  induced  by  higher 
motives  to  declare,  in  the  face  of  God  and  man, 
that  he  is  not  guilty  of  the  offences  with  which  he 
is  charged;  that  he  has  not  in  his  possession  or  un- 
der his  control  money  or  property  of  any  descrip- 
tion; that  no  person  whatever,  with  his  knowledge 
or  according  to  his  belief,  has  or  holds  property  or 
money  lor  his  use  or  benefit;  that  nothing  is  con- 
cealed or  withheld  from  his  creditors  by  himself  or 
by  any  other  person  with  his  connivance,  consent 
or  knowledge,  or  according  to  his  belief;  that  he  has 
faithfully  surrendered  all  that  he  owned  or  couldi 
claim  for  the  payment  of  his  debt3;  that  he  is  lite- 
rally pennyless,  and  that  he  has,  without  reserva- 
tion or  diguise,  truly  disclosed,  in  his  public  exa- 
mination, all  that  he  knows  concerning  his  proper- 
ty and  business  that  can,  in  any  way  whatever,  be 
of  advantage  to  his  creditors  or  any  of  them. 

(Signed),  T.  W.  Dyott. 

Thomas  VV.  Dyott  being  duly  sworn  according  to 
law',  declares  and  says  that  the  foregoing  statement 
is  just  and  true  in  all  its  parts. 

(Signed),  T.  W.  Dyott. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  this  30th  day  of  August, 
1839.  George  Erety,  justice  of  the  peace. 

After  J.  R.  Ingersoll  had  read  the  letter  aloud  to 
the  court,  judge  Todd  asked  the  prisoner  how  old 
he  was.  He  replied  distinctly  and  audibly,  “in  my 
seventieth  year.”  The  judge  then,  after  a few  per- 
tinent and  appropriate  remarks,  passed  sentence  as 
follows:  “That  you  pay  a fine  of  one  cent,  under- 
go an  imprisonment  at  single  and  solitary  confine- 
ment at  hard  labor  in  the  penitentiary  for  the  eas- 
tern district  of  Pennsylvania  tor  the  term  of  three 
years,  that  you  pay  the  costs  of  prosecution,  and 
that  you  be  fed  and  clothed  and  otherwise  taken 
care  of  as  the  law  directs,  and  stand  committed  un- 
til this  sentence  be  complied  with.” 

The  prisoner  was  then  taken  away  and  shortly 
afterwards  taken  to  the  penitentiary. 

Mexican  mode  of  warfare  against  the 
Camanche  and  Apache  Indians.  We  find  in 
a late  file  of  Mexican  papers  notice  of  the  junto,  or 
society,  formed  in  the  department  of  Chihuahua, 
on  the  river  del  Norte,  for  repelling  the  incursions 
of  the  Apache  and  other  Indians  from  the  side  of 
Texas.  This  junto  is  an  association  of  private  in- 
dividuals, who  have  subscribed  a certain  sum, 
monthly,  tor  the  maintenance  of  a body  of  two  hun- 
dred men,  who  are  to  pursue  the  Indians  and  de- 
stroy them  in  every  possible  way.  Of  these  two 
hundred  men,  one  hundred  and  fifty  are  to  be 
North  American  riflemen,  and  the  other  fifty  are  to 
be  Mexicans.  The  command  and  entire  direction 
of  this  force  is  confined  to  James  Kirker,  a German 
settler  at  the  fort  Paso  del  Norte,  on  the  river  of 
that  name,  in  latitude  32°  30'  north.  He  has  con- 
tracted to  furnish  men,  munitions,  and  provisions, 
for  this  guerilla  war. 

The  Mexican  papers  complain  that  North  Ame- 
rican riflemen  are  thus  admitted  into  the  territory 
of  the  republic,  and  that  the  command  is  assigned 
to  a foreigner.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  this 
force  will  effectively  repel  the  Indians.  Texas  is 
much  interested  in  this  private  warfare  against  the 
Camanches  and  Apaches,  her  greatest  enemies. — 
It  is  rumored  that  the  authorities  of  Florida  propose 
to  carry  on  the  war  against  the  Indians  of  that  ter- 
ritory, without  the  intervention  of  the  United 
States  troops.  [Globe. 

Mexico  and  Texas.  Accounts  from  Galveston 
to  the  23d  ult.  were  received  at  New  Orleans  on  the 
25th,  by  the  sleam  packet  Columbia. 

From  the  Houston  Telegraph  we  learn  that  the 
Mexican  federalists  have  deputed  Don  Francisco 
Vedduri,  governor  of  Coalmila,  to  make  overtures  of 
alliance  between  Texas  and  the  states  of  New  Leon, 
Tamaulipas,  Chihuahua,  NewMexico,  Durango  and 
the  Oalifornias;  and  separate  from  the  rest  of  the 
Mexican  states. 

The  Houston  Telegraph  says — “Of  the  probable 
result  of  this  mission  no  mention  is  made;  but  we 
we  should  suppose  there  are  more  than  one  circum- 
stance to  recommend  it  to  the  serious  consideration 
of  the  Texian  congress.  Don  Vedduri  states,  that 
the  population  of  the  above  mentioned  states  are 
intelligent  and  burning  with  the  desire  of  liberty, 
but  that  the  more  southern  states  are  ignorant  and 
facitious,  and  can  only  be  governed  by  a despotism. 
He  also  says,  that  if  Texas  refuse  to  come  into  the 
measures,  they  have  determined  to  declare  their  in- 
dependence themselves,  and  he  has  but  little  doubt 
of  the  success  of  the  undertaking. 

“The  federalists  are  by  no  means  discouraged; 
they  have  possession  of  nearly  all  the  towns,  but 
have  given  up  the  idea  of  establishing  the  federal 


government  in  all  the  states;  in  the  north  it  is  popu- 
lar, and  the  people  of  the  north  have  sworn  never  to 
bow  their  necks  to  a few  aspirants  about  the  city  of 
Mexico.  There  was  no  other  news  of  import- 
ance.” 

Texas.  We  have  received  Texas  papers  up  to 
the  16th  instant.  They  contain  no  news  of  import- 
ance. 

No  intelligence  has  lately  been  received  from  the 
Indians  of  the  eastern  frontier.  The  Galveston 
Gazette  observes  that  the  Indians  have  retreated 
into  the  U nited  States,  and  there  is  no  hope  of  bring- 
ing them  to  another  engagement. 

It  is  stated  that  the  Texian  secretary  at  war  in- 
tends during  the  autumn  to  raise  a large  force,  with 
which  to  make  war  upon  all  the  hostile  tribes  and 
bring  them  to  such  term9  as  will  quiet  any  appre- 
hensions from  them  in  case  of  a re-commencement 
of  hostilities  with  Mexico. 

By  the  steamer  Columbia,  which  left  Galveston 
the  23d  instant,  we  have  papers  from  Galveston  of 
that  date  and  from  Houston  of  the  22d.  The  most 
important  item  of  intelligence  is  the  following — 
which  shows  that  the  relations  between  Texas  and 
Mexico  are  about  to  undergo  a serious  change,  ex- 
ceedingly auspicious  to  the  latter.  Should  the  suc- 
cessor of  the  three  slates  herein  spoken  of,  really 
take  place,  the  fate  of  Mexico  is  sealed. 

From  the  Houston  Inttlligencer  of  Aug.  16. 

From  the  intelligence  received  through  colonel 
Karnes,  who  has  just  arrived  from  Bexar,  it  would 
appear  that  all  is  not  yet  quiet  throughout  the 
northern  provinces  of  Mexico.  Our  former  ac- 
counts lead  to  the  belief  that  the  spirit  of  federal- 
ism had  been  subdued,  and  that  all  resistance  to  the 
present  constituted  authorities  of  the  country  had 
ceased;  but  it  now  appears  that  letters  have  been 
received  by  some  of  our  citizens  of  San  Antonia, 
and  by  colonel  Karnes  himself,  from  distinguished 
and  influent  persons  beyond  the  Rio  Grande,  stating 
the  fact  of  Tamaulipas,  Coahuilla,  and  Nuevo  Leon 
having  declared  their  independence  of  Mexico.  It 
is  also  stated  that  our  co-operation  is  solicited,  and 
that  agents  are  on  their  way  to  this  government  for 
that  purpose,  among  whom  is  the  governor  of  the 
disaffected  provinces. 

Late  from  Mexico.  By  the  way  of  New  Or- 
leans, we  have  accounts  from  the  city  of  Mexico 
to  the  4th  inst.  President  Bustamente  on  his  re- 
turn to  the  capital,  restored  to  the  press  all  the 
rights  and  privileges  which  it  formerly  enjoyed. 
He  also  issued  a decree  annulling  a contract  made 
by  Santa  Ana  with  a London  company  for  a loan 
of  £ 130,000  sterling;  and  another  relieving  general 
Andrade  of  the  penalties  incurred  by  him  by  not 
returning  to  Mexico  within  the  time  fixed  by  the 
amnesty  of  1835. 

All  the  measures  adopted  by  Bustamente  since 
his  resumption  of  the  presidency,  are  in  direct  op- 
position to  every  thing  done  by  Santa  Ana  while 
he  held  the  reins  of  government.  He  has  dismissed 
the  old  ministers,  and  appointed  the  following  in 
their  places: 

Juan  de  Dios  Carnedo,  minister  of  foreign  affairs; 
Luis  G.  Cueva3,  minister  ot  the  interior;  Xavier 
Echeverria,  minister  of  finance. 

Bustamente  has  appointed  general  Gaona  com- 
conder  of  the  castle  of  Uloa,  but  Santa  Ana  was 
taking  measures  to  prevent  his  taking  possession. 
His  brother-in-law,  general  Coro,  was  in  command 
of  it,  and  had  declared  that  Gaona  should  not  take 
possession,  and  that  he  had  2,000  men  under  his 
command  to  oppose  him.  Santa  Ana  was  endea- 
voring to  make  an  insurrection  against  Bustamente, 
and  the  first  step  towards  it  would  probably  turn 
the  castle  of  Uloa  against  him. 

The  papers  give  some  curious  statements  as  to 
the  Mexican  army.  It  appears  there  are  only 
12,000  regulars  under  arms,  and  yet  the  war  depart- 
ment expends  or  runs  in  debt  for  about  thirteen  mil- 
lions of  dollars  annually.  The  greatest  confusion 
prevails  throughout;  some  battalions  have  more  offi- 
cers than  soldiers,  and  nearly  all  or  badly  armed  and 
equipped. 

The  civil  affairs  of  Mexico  are  said  to  be  in  a 
condition  equally  unfavorable.  In  the  northern 
provinces,  the  armed  bands  of  the  two  parties  have 
not  hesitated  to  levy  contributions  on  the  peaceable 
inhabitants,  and  trade  has  suffered  greatly  from  the 
insecurity  of  the  roads.  In  the  south,  a whole  state 
is  undergoing  the  rigors  of  famine.  Those  who 
have  read  Humboldt’s  travels  will  recollect  the  glow- 
ing description  he  gives  of  Oaxaca — the  fertility  of 
the  soil,  the  mildness  of  the  climate,  and  the  num- 
ber of  its  towns  and  hamlets.  It  now  appears  that 
a long  drought  has  parched  up  the  fields  from  which 
the  inhabitants  drew  their  supplies  of  grain,  and 
the  cattle  have  perished  in  great  numbers.  Half  a 
million  of  inhabitants  are  now  exposed  to  die  of 


hunger.  The  roads  have  been  so  neglected,  and 
are  become  so  insecure,  that  the  means  of  bringing 
supplies  from  other  places  do  not  exist. 

The  United  States  schooner  Boxer,  commodore 
Nicholson,  belonging  to  the  squadron  in  the  Pacific 
ocean,  anchored  in  the  port  of  Mazatlarid  on  the 
27th  of  June,  from  a cruise  along  the  western  coast 
of  Mexico. 

European  affairs.  In  the  chamber  of  depu- 
ties on  the  12th  of  July  last,  marshal  Soult  made 
the  following  replies  to  questions  that  had  been 
proposed  upon  the  foreign  relations  of  France: 

Belgium.  The  debt  of  Belgium  to  France,  con- 
tracted in  1832  and  1833,  has  not  been  denied. 
The  demand  for  its  liquidation,  before  the  late  re- 
cognition of  its  indepeiidence,  was  not  very  pres- 
sing. Now  that  Belgium  is  recognised  by  all 
Europe,  the  time  has  come  to  press  the  claims  of 
France. 

Poland.  In  relation  to  the  duchy  of  Varsovie 
and  the  mines  of  Wieleska,  a great  question  i3 
pending.  The  negotiations  on  this  subject  have 
been  resumed  at  different  times.  An  imperial 
Russian  commissioner  was  sent  to  Paris  some 
years  ago  for  this  object.  There  has  yet  been  no 
result  of  these  negotiations,  but  they  will  be  soon 
renewed. 

Barbary  regency  of  Tunis.  Imperious  circum- 
stances have  required  the  French  government  to  act 
promptly  in  this  case.  The  Tunisian  envoys  ar- 
rived in  Paris  a few  days  ago,  and  they  will  imme- 
diately relurn  to  Tunis  with  the  assurance  that 
France  will  not  abandon  her  rights  nor  her  claims 
to  redress  from  the  regency. 

Mexico.  A copy  of  the  late  treaty  with  Mexico 
was  demanded  by  the  chamber,  but  as  the  ratifica- 
tions had  not  been  exchanged,  marshal  Soult  op- 
posed the  call  until  after  that  formality.  The  French 
government,  however,  considered  the  Mexican 
question  as  settled. 

Admiral  Baudin,  who  commanded  the  French 
forces  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  has  been  appointed 
cornmander-in  chief  of  the  naval  forces  in  the  Me- 
diterranean. 

The  Madison  papers.  As  many  of  our  read- 
ers doubtless  feel  solicitous  for  the  speedy  publica- 
tion of  this  highly  interesting  work,  we  insert  for 
their  information  the  following  article,  which  we 
have  received  from  an  authentic  source:  [Nat.  Int. 

The  Madison  papers. — This  great  national  work, 
which  has  been  so  intensely  expected — lifting,  as  it 
does,  the  curtain  upon  the  very  souls  and  inmost 
thoughts  of  the  great  men  who 

“Laid  the  ribs  of  an  eternal  state’’ — 
will,  we  learn,  be  published  early  in  November. — 
Much  unexpected  delay  has  been  occasioned  by  the 
state  of  the  manuscript,  and  the  necessity  of  ex- 
plaining many  allusions  familiarly  made,  at  the  time 
of  writing,  by  Mr.  Madison,  but  which  a lapse  of 
sixty  years  had  rendered  obscure.  Mr.  H.  D.  Gil- 
pin, the  accomplished  solicitor  of  the  treasury,  to 
whose  superintendence  the  work  was  fortunately 
committed  by  the  committee  of  congress,  has  taken 
much  pains  to  elucidate  these  passages,  having  ad- 
ded some  hundreds  of  notes  in  explanation  of  the 
text.  Mr.  Sparks,  also,  has  lent  his  valuable  assist- 
ance for  the  same  object.  The  work  is  all  stereo- 
typed, and  will  make  three  volumes  instead  of  two, 
as  originally  announced.  It  is  pr  inted  in  a large 
and  handsome  type,  and  will  be  got  up  altogether 
in  a style  worthy  of  the  subject. 

Speaking  of  the  large  type  on  which  this  national 
work  is  printed,  reminds  us  of  an  anecdote  we  have 
heard  respecting  it  of  the  venerable  Asher  Robbins. 

When  the  propriety  of  using  a type  so  large  was 
discussed  in  the  committee,  it  was  objected  to  on 
the  score  of  expense,  and  that  it  would  probably  ex- 
tend the  work  to  three  volumes;  but  the  appeal  of 
Mr.  Robbins  carried  the  measure  unanimously. — 
“Letitbe  printed,”  said  he,  “in  large  type.  This 
is  a book  for  the  old  men  of  the  country. 
Let  it  be  made  so  that  they  can  read  it  with  com- 
fort. It  will  become  the  political  bible  of  the  land; 
and  w'e,  who  recollect  those  times,  who  felt  the  in- 
expressible transition  to  the  secure  and  permanent 
national  happiness  all  of  you  have  been  born  to  en- 
joy, achieved  by  the  men  whose  voices,  swayed  by 
the  awful  fears  or  mighty  hopes  of  the  moment,  now 
come  to  us  from  the  tomb  through  that  book — we 
want  to  ponder  over  it,  to  study  it,  and  to  catch  the 
inspiration  of  their  solemn  sense  of  public  duty,  ere 
we  leave  the  life  that  has  been  blessed  by  their  la- 
lors.  On  behalf,  therefore  of  the  old  men  of  the 
country,  I beg  that  this  book  may  be  printed  in 
large  type.” 

The  railways  of  Massachusetts.  The 
Great  Western  railway  between  Worcester  and 
Springfield  is  fast  being  made  ready  for  use.  The 
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rails  are  laid  lor  the  greater  part  of  the  whole  dis- 
tance, excepting  for  short  intervals  where  vigorous 
operations  are  prosecuted  for  completing  the  grad- 
ing and  superstructure.  It  is  expected  that  com- 
munication will  be  opened  as  early  as  the  begin- 
ning of  October. 

The  first  division  of  this  way,  extending  from 
Worcester  to  the  height  of  land  between  the  sea 
and  the  Connecticut  river  in  Charlton,  about  14 
miles  westward,  has  been  constructed  under  the 
superintendence  of  captain  J.  Barnes,  and  has 
been  for  some  time  so  far  finished  as  to  be  traversed 
by  the  car  propelled  by  man  power.  This  portion 
exhibits  a specimen  of  the  magnitude  of  the  great 
work.  The  country  is  broken  with  deep  valleys, 
or  thrown  into  ridges  which  seem  to  present  al- 
most impassable  barriers.  Yet  the  skill  of  the  en- 
gineer has  carried  the  iron  pathway  over  a surface 
so  rugged  and  difficult  as  to  appear  impracticable 
to  the  eye  uninstructed  by  the  evidence  of  actual 
construction.  The  traveller  sees  the  road  breaking 
through  the  hills  and  striding  across  the  ravines, 
with  equal  admiration  and  astonishment  at  the 
boldness  of  the  design  and  the  success  of  the  exe- 
cution. The  whole  of  the  work  is  of  the  most  ex- 
cellent character;  wide  excavations  through  rock 
and  earth,  and  long  embankments  sometimes  rising 
more  than  sixty  feet  above  the  surface,  the  solid 
masonry  and  the  firm  structure  bear  testimony  of 
the  excellence  of  the  construction,  and  the  power 
of  human  science  and  labor  in  overcoming  the  ob- 
stacles of  natural  difficulty. 

West  of  the  Connecticut  river,  it  is  understood 
that  the  road  is  under  contract,  and  may  be  com- 
pleted to  the  line  of  the  state  within  two  years. 

The  Norwich  road  is  rapidly  advancing.  The 
cars  now  pass  from  Norwich  to  Plainfield,  about 
twelve  miles.  Workmen  are  engaged  in  laying 
the  rails  from  Worcester  towards  the  south,  and 
at  intermediate  points  between  the  extremities. — 
The  whole  road  is  graded,  and  it  is  said  may  be 
opened  during  the  month  of  October,  for  travel 
over  the  whole  extent. 

The  eastern  railway  will  be  extended  to  Ipswich 
in  November  next,  and  opened  to  Portsmouth  by 
the  4th  of  July  following.  [ National  Aegis. 

Eastern  rail  road.  This  rail  road  has  now  been 
opened  for  public  travel  one  year.  The  Essex  Re- 
gister states  a number  of  interesting  facts,  illus- 
trating the  success  of  the  enterprise.  It  appears 
from  this  statement,  that  on  the  commencement  of 
the  work,  the  estimated  number  of  passengers  an- 
nually transported  on  the  route  was  116,700,  of 
which  it  was  estimated  that  32,000  were  conveyed 
to  and  from  places  beyond  Salem,  and  84,700  be- 
tween Boston  and  Salem,  Lynn  and  Marblehead, 
and  that  this  number  would  be  doubled  by  offering 
the  advantages  of  rail  road  travel. 

The  actual  number  conveyed  on  the  rail  road,  in 
the  year  from  August  28,  1838,  to  August  28,  1839, 
was  287,000,  or  two  and  a half  times  the  number 
estimated  to  be  conveyed  before  the  road  was 
opened,  and  55,000  more  than  it  was  estimated  by 
the  projectors  of  the  rail  road  that  there  would  be, 
when  the  road  should  be  opened.  The  greatest 
number  of  passengers  conveyed  in  any  one  day 
was  7,006,  on  the  4th  of  July  last,  and  the  next 
greatest  number,  2.100  on  the  5th.  The  greatest 
weekly  travel  was  13,937  in  the  first  week  in  July, 
the  next  greatest  7.631  in  the  week  ending  August 
24,  and  7,531  in  the  last  week  in  May. 

The  least  weekly  travel  was  3,220,  in  the  last 
week  in  December,  and  the  next  les3  3,600  in  the 
first  week  in  February.  The  work  for  the  exten- 
sion of  the  road  to  Newburyport  is  rapidly  advanc- 
ing, and  particularly  the  tunnel  for  carrying  it  un- 
der the  central  part  of  the  city  of  Salem. 

[ Advertiser . 

Steam  navigation.  Correspondent  of  the  Jour- 
nal of  Commerce,  London,  July  18,  1839.  Transat- 
lantic steam  is  still  at  a high  pressure  with  us,  and 
is  likely  to  be  so  for  some  time.  One  fact  with  re- 
spect to  the  agency  of  steam,  which  has  not  before 
been  noted,  deserves  a statement.  By  it  one  is 
borne  so  rapidly  from  England  to  the  United  States, 
and  contrarywise,  that  an  acuteness  is  given  to  the 
observation  of  the  traveller,  and  he  sees  differences 
and  appreciates  causes  which  he  would  not  do  were 
he  to  be  wafted  along  by  the  dull  agency  of  the 
canvass.  One  is  transplanted  of  a sudden; — to-day 
we  are  amid  the  unbroken  forests  of  America;  to- 
morrow we  are  in  the  picturesque  scenes  of  Eng- 
land. 

Speaking  of  steam,  some  curious  speculations 
are  still  in  abeyance  here,  respecting  its  applica- 
tion to  the  sea,  which,  perhaps,  may  be  of  service 
to  you.  The  geographical  position  of  England  has 
made  it  necessary  for  her  to  adopt  that  construction 
in  her  steam  ships,  which  would  enable  them  to 
contend  against  the  boisterous  weather  on  her  coasts. 


In  the  use  of  steam,  but  a small  portion  here  is  ap- 
plied tor  the  purposes  of  river  navigation,  and  a3 
in  the  United  States  you  have  as  yet  constructed 
but  few  vessels  to  steam  on  the  ocean,  the  experi- 
ence of  England  in  it  must  be  of  service  to  your 
machinists.  It  appears  to  be  now  clearly  settled, 
that  the  advantages  of  iron  above  timber  ships  are 
so  great,  that  before  the  British  Queen,  Great  Wes- 
tern, and  the  President,  (now  building),  have  done 
much  service,  they  will  be  superseded.  I here  an- 
nex an  estimate  of  cost,  which  is  taken  from  good 
authority,  (Mr.  Helmes.) 

Wooden  ships.  Iron  skips. 

12  timber  or  8 ) Tons.  H.  power.  Tons.  H.  power. 


iron  ships  5 700 

Cost  of  each  ship 
Cost  of  all  the  ships 
Outlay  at  stations 
Coals  and  contingences 


300  600 

£36,000 

432,000 

15.000 

26.000 


2,617 
£70,000 
560,000 
2,000 
11,000 


£473,000  £573,000 

£284,000  £354,936 

iron  ship,  and  also  the 


Annual  charge  on  wear 

and  tear,  &c. 

As  the  capacity  of  the 
horse  power,  so  far  exceeds  that  of  the  wooden,  the 
income  of  the  former  would  of  course  be  much  geaf- 
er.  The  comparative  cost  of  ships  of  equal  size 
is  as  follow: 

Wood  ships  1,500  ton3,  with 

machinery,  £70,000 — £47  per  ton. 

Iron  ship  do.  do.  do.  £60,000 — £30  do. 

In  reality  an  iron  ship  thus  estimated  would  be 
2,000  tons,  as  the  weight  of  the  hull  of  such  an  iron 
ship  would  be  about  500  tons  less  than  the  ship  con 
structed  of  w'ood. 

A good  deal  of  interest  is  now  excited  by  the  suc- 
cess that  has  attended  the  experiment  of  the  Archi 
median  steamer,  moved  by  the  horizontal  spiral 
screw  as  applied  by  Mr.  Smith.  The  application 
of  this  principle  is  different  from  that  by  which  the 
Robert  F.  Stockton  is  moved — now  in  your  waters 
— and  it  is  considered  to  be  far  superior  to  it.  The 
performance  of  the  Archimedes  indicate  by  log 
about  10  miles  per  hour,  and  14  miles  with  the 
tide.  1 understand  that  she  is  shortly  to  pay  you  a 
visit.  I here  annex  the  dimensions  of  the  Archi- 
medes: 

Length  of  vessel  105  feet. 

Breadth  20  2 10  do. 

Depth  of  hold  12  5-10  do. 

Burthen  in  tons  230  do. 

Length  of  engine  room  38  do. 

The  vessel  draw  10  feet  water,  carries  three 
masts,  and  sails  schooner  fashion.  Power  of  en- 
gines 90  horses.  Length  of  stroke,  3 feet;  30  strokes 
per  minute. 


Canal  from  the  Four  Lakes  to  the  Wis- 
consin. A cursory  examination  was  made  last 
week  by  captain  Alexander  M.  Mitchell,  chief  en- 
gineer of  the  Milwaukee  and  Rock  river  canal,  of 
the  proposed  route  for  a canal  from  the  head  of  the 
Fourth  lake  to  the  Wisconsin  river.  The  route, 
after  examination,  was  declared  by  captain  Mitchell 
to  be  much  more  favorable  to  the  proposed  improve- 
ment than  he  had  previously  formed  any  idea  of. 
From  the  Fourth  lake  to  the  summit  level  there 
need  be  only  two  locks  of  ordinary  lift  constructed, 
and  from  the  summit  to  the  Wisconsin  only  Ihe 
same  amount  of  lockage  would  be  required.  The 
whole  number  of  locks  from  the  lakes  to  the  river 
on  the  route  examined,  that  it  would  be  necessary 
to  build,  would  therefore  be  only  four.  At  the 
summit  there  is  a small  lake  which  could  at  a very 
moderate  expense  be  made  a reservoir  of  about  two 
miles  in  extent,  and  which  would  hold  water  enough 
tor  all  purposes  of  navigation  that  would  ever  be  re- 
quired. In  fact,  the  route  seems  as  if  it  was  de- 
signed by  nature  for  a canal.  There  is  no  part  of 
the  territory  where  a canal  25  miles  long  could  be 
constructed  at  so  small  an  expense,  as  from  the 
Fourth  lake  to  the  Wisconsin  river. 

[ Wisconsin  Enquirer. 

Refreshing.  The  inhabitants  of  Eastport, 
which  town  suffered  severely  some  time  since  from 
a destructive  fire,  received  a contribution  from  St. 
John.  N.  B.  Since  that  time  the  latter  place  has 
been  visited  by  a similar  calamity,  and  being  in 
need  of  the  good  offices  of  the  charitable,  has  receiv- 
ed the  following  commdnication: 

Eastport,  Aug.  19, 1839. 

Gentlemen:  We  have  this  moment  heard  of  the 
fire  that  has  desolated  a large  part  of  your  city. — 
From  recent  sufferings  in  the  same  way,  we  are 
taught  how  to  commiserate  you. 

Your  prompt  and  generous  aid,  at  the  moment  of 
our  misfortune  is  gratefully  remembered.  Under 
our  present  circumstances  to  give  would  be  rather 
ostentation  than  true  chairity;  yet  we  will  do  what 
we  can. 


The  amount  you  sent  us  has  been  but  in  a .-mall 
part  expended,  and  some  of  our  citizens  have  con- 
tributed to  replace  it.  We  beg  you  respectfully  to 
allow  us  to  return  it  to  you;  our  sufferings  are  so 
much  less  than  yours,  that  to  do  otherw ise  would  be 
alike  unjust  to  ourselves  and  to  you. 

It  is  our  sincere  wish  that  good  deeds  and  kind 
feelings  may  be  perpetually  reciprocated  between 
us.  Truly  and  respectfully  your  friends, 

J.  R.  Chadbourne, 
Joseph  C.  Noyes, 
Lorenzo  Sabine. 

Such  reciprocations  of  good  deeds  give  pleasure. 
But,  after  all,  it  is  better  to  be  well  insured  than  to 
depend  upon  contributions  to  make  up  losses  by 
fire. 

Knowledge  is  power.  Curious  illustration. 
At  a meeting  which  took  place  the  otherevening 
for  the  purpose  of  forming  a North  London  Me- 
chanic’s institution,  Mr.  Basin  Montagu,  as  an  il- 
lustration of  the  maxim  that  knowledge  is  power, 
related  the  following  anecdote.  He  was  walking 
a few  months  ago  in  Portland  place,  when  he  ob- 
served a large  crowd  of  people  assembled,  and 
found  that  it  was  in  consequence  of  a large  mas- 
tiff dog  having  a lesser  one  in  his  gripe.  Several 
persons  tried,  by  splitting  the  mastiffs  ear,  and  by 
biting  and  pinching  its  tail,  to  make  it  let  go  its 
hold,  but  in  vain.  At  last  a delicate  and  dandified 
young  gentleman  came  up,  and  making  his  way 
through  the  crowd  into  the  circle,  requested  to  be 
allowed  to  separate  the  dogs;  assent  was  given 
amid  jeers  and  laughter,  when  the  dandy  slowly 
drew  from  his  pocket  a large  snuff  box,  and  having 
taken  a pinch  himself,  inserted  his  fingers  again 
into  the  box,  and  withdrawing  a larger  pinch  deli- 
berately applied  it  to  the  mastiff’s  nose.  The  snuff 
operated  so  powerfully  on  the  animal’s  ollactory 
nerves,  that  it  not  only  immediately  let  go  its  hold, 
but  made  its  escape  as  last  as  it  could.  The  dandy 
was  loudly  cheered,  upon  which  he  slopppd  for  a 
moment,  and  said,  “gentlemen,  I have  merely  given 
you  a proof  that ‘knowledge  is  powe.”’ 

The  fair  of  the  Mechanics’  Institute 
commenced  yesterday  at  Castle  Garden.  We  have 
often  expressed  our  convictions  of  the  importance 
ol  mechanic  industry,  as  holding,  next  to  agricul- 
ture, the  most  commanding  rank  in  a republican 
form  of  government,  that  it  is  quite  unnecessary 
for  us  to  urge  upon  our  citizens  the  necessity  of  1 
visiting  the  present  exhibition  ol  products,  and  to 
encourage,  by  every  means  in  their  power,  the 
patriotic  feeling  of  independence  which,  aided  by 
the  proverbial  ingenuity  of  our  countrymen,  has 
carried  the  mechanic  arts  to  so  high  a degree  of 
perfection  as  we  now  see  them.  We  are  beginning 
to  be  entirely  free  from  subjugation  to  foreign  coun- 
tries for  the  luxuries  as  well  as  for  the  conveniences 
and  common  wants  of  life.  In  a hasty  examina- 
tion of  the  gatherings  of  mechanic  genius  for  this 
year,  we  notice  a marked  improvement  in  the 
style  of  execution  of  all  the  articles  presented. — 
We  have,  at  present,  only  time  to  refer  to  a few. 
The  beauiy  of  the  fire  engines,  always  a theme  of 
importance  in  a city  distinguished  as  this  is  by  its 
brave  and  high-spirited  firemen.  The  specimens  of 
club  boat  building, in  which  our  naval  architects  have, 
also,  a proud  pre-eminence.  The  “Jo/m  Stevens.” 
four  oared,  is  a master-piece  of  the  skiff  order,  for 
lightness,  simplicity  of  structure,  and  speed;  also, 
a four  oared  skiff,  the  “Frolic,”  built  by  a young 
apprentice  of  the  famous  Crolius.  Ranges  of  stoves 
(cooking  and  parlor),  of  every  pattern,  betoken 
approaching  winter,  and  the  strong  direction  of  the 
mind  to  a subject  of  vital  importance  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  this  climate.  Bragg’s  imitations  of  the  an- 
cient monkish  MSS,  will  attract  much  attention. — 
A superb  map  of  Mississippi,  by  Stiles,  Sherman 
and  Smith,  of  this  city.  A beautiful  study  of  our 
ornithology,  in  this  neighborhood  presented  by  Mr. 
Galbraith,  of  West  Hoboken;  in  this  case  are  all 
our  classes,  herons,  orioles,  blue  and  red  humming 
birds,  &c.  &c.  The  stained  glass  specimens  are 
rich;  the  roses  in  their  deep  colors  recall  the  old 
cathedrals.  A great  number  of  thermometers,  from 
Tagliabu’s  establishment,  most  elegantly  finished. 
Cut  glass  of  every  model  and  perfection.  Instru- 
ments of  all  kinds  that  are  useful.  A miniature 
steam  engine.  Paper  hanging,  of  a decidedly  im- 
proved workmanship.  Inlaid  and  marble  imitation 
centre  tables,  &c.  &c.  &c.  [N.  Y.  Star. 


Land  sales  in  Iowa.  We  have  before  men- 
tioned that  very  large  tracts  of  land  in  Iowa  are  or- 
dered to  be  sold  by  the  government  during  the 
present  month,  and  spoken  of  the  injustice  of  the 
measure,  which  the  wants  of  the  arlminisiration,  or 
the  desire  of  the  president  to  allow  his  friends  to 
speculate  in  lands,  at  the  expense  of  the  worthy 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— SEPT.  7,  1839— MISCELLANEOUS. 


21 


settler,  has  induced  him  to  adopt.  The  lands  on 
which  settlers  have  lived,  lor  one,  two  or  three 
years,  and  on  which  improvements,  in  some  cases 
treble  in  value  to  the  land,  have  been  made,  will 
pass  into  the  hands  of  speculators,  unless  by  some 
means  they  can  raise  the  money  by  enormous  sa 
crifices  to  save  them.  The  editor  of  the  Burling- 
ton Patriot,  who  has  taken  a tour  through  the  ter- 
ritory, thus  speaks  on  the  subject: 

The  general  topic  of  conversation  was  the  ap- 
proaching land  sales.  The  stories  of  anticipated 
sacrifices  that  were  expected  to  be  made  to  secure 
their  present  homes,  were  enough  to  affect  a colder 
heart  than  ours,  and  move  it  at  least  to  censure  the 
unfeeling  policy  that  has  tampered  with  the  dearest 
interests  of  those  who  have  borne  the  burnt  and 
endured  the  hardships  of  settling  a new  country. — 
Whatever  may  be  said  to  shield  the  administration 
from  blame  in  this  matter  will  he  of  little  avail. 
The  proclamation  speaks  for  itself.  It  shows  that 
the  sales  will  take  place  in  accordance  with  presi- 
dent Van  Buren’s  recommendation,  and  he  has  the 
control  of  ihe  matter,  he  will  in  a measure  be  held 
responsible  tor  much  of  the  injury  that  will  be 
sustained  by  a great  portion  of  the  farmers  of  Iowa. 

We  learned  that  a large  proportion  of  farmers  in 
some  of  the  townships  are  very  willingto  part  with 
one  half  their  farms,  including  improvements,  if 
any  one  will  advance  sufficient  to  enter  the  other 
half.  In  many  instances  the  improvements  are  ac- 
tually worth  twice  the  cost  of  the  land.  One  man — 
who  resides  a lew  miles  above  the  Iowa — told  us 
that  he  resided  three  years  on  the  farm  he  then  cul- 
tivated, that  75  acres  of  his  land  had  been  in  culti- 
vation for  nearly  that  length  of  time,  more  than  the 
whole  being  enclosed  with  a substantial  “staked 
and  ridered”  fence,  and  that  he  had  offered  this 
farm,  together  with  a large  quantity  of  grain,  build- 
ing materials,  &c.  including  eighty  acres  that  had 
already  been  entered  for  $ 800,  and  would  wait  two 
years  for  half  of  it.  The  soil  and  timber  on  this 
farm  are  of  first  rate  order,  and  nothing  but  sheer 
necessity  could  compel  this  man  to  sell  for  such 
a price.  He  had  endured  much  hardship,  and  suf- 
fered great  privations  in  making  his  farm,  and  at 
the  time  he  settled  in  that  place  there  was  no  mill 
nearer  than  sixty  miles;  and  besides  the  time  occu- 
pied in  going  and  returning,  his  meal  cost  him  a- 
that  time  one  dollar  a bushel.  Amidst  other  incon- 
venicences,  he  was  frequently  obliged  to  cross  the 
Mississippi  and  travel  twenty  miles  to  get  his 
plough  sharpened  or  repaired.  This  is  by  no  means 
a solitary  case;  nor  have  we  begun  to  recount  the 
many  hardships  which  were  endured  by  the  first 
settlers  of  this  territory.  We  merely  give  the  above 
as  a specimen,  to  make  more  apparent  the  cruelty 
of  that  policy  which  will  inevitably — if  persisted 
in — deprive  a large  number  of  the  most  deserving 
— those  who  have  alone  made  the  government  land 
valuable — of  the  fruits  of  their  toil,  and  drive  them 
from  those  improvements  and  homes  which  by  a 
little  lousier  indulgence  they  might  have  secured  and 
handed  down  to  their  children  as  a valuable  legacy. 

Land  office  money.  The  State  Register, 
published  at  Springfield,  Illinois,  states  the  receiver 
of  the  land  office  at  that  place,  receives  in  payment 
for  land,  bills  of  the  Bank  of  Missouri,  Bank  of 
Mineral  Point,  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  bills 
of  the  New  York  and  Philadelphia  banks.  At  other 
land  offices,  however,  there  is  another  rule.  In 
Illinois,  Missouri  and  Iowa,  people  of  other  states 
are  compelled  to  pay  specie  for  their  lands  or  the 
notes  of  the  Bank  of  Missouri,  or  her  branches. 

More  smuggled  goods.  Another  seizure  of 
smuggled  goods  has  been  made  by  the  marshal  of 
Pennsylvania.  They  were  partly  obtained  from 
the  upper  story  of  a house  occupied  as  a grocery 
store  in  Franklord;  another  portion  was  discovered 
in  a private  house.  The  remainder  was  found  in 
the  cellar  of  a tavern  in  Kensington,  and  under  a 
bed  up  stairs  in  the  same  house.  The  value  of  the 
whole  was  between  five  and  six  thousand  dollars. 

Great  loss.  The  Cincinnati  Bepublican  noti- 
ces a rumor  that  the  state  of  Indiana  has  recently 
lost  a very  large  sum  of  money  by  her  fund  commis- 
sioners, through  the  agency  of  a broker  in  the  east. 
Report  says,  the  fund  commissioners  placed  bonds 
of  the  state  to  the  amount  of  $1,000,000  in  the 
hands  of  a broker,  signed  and  executed,  and  the 
broker  was  to  obtain  the  funds. — It  seems  he  did  so 
and  failed,  and  left  the  fund  commissioners  an  emp- 
ty bag  to  hold. 

Indiana.  We  are  enabled  to  present  complete 
returns  of  the  late  election  for  congressmen  in  In- 
diana. The  annexed  statement  includes  the  full 
vote,  of  every  county  in  the  state  except  one  in  the 
4th  district,  of  which  only  the  majority  is  included. 


The  votes  for  both  Rariden  and  McCarthy,  in  the 
5th  district,  we  have  ranged  in  the  whig  column, 
although  it  is  probable  that  the  latter  received  some 
Van  Buren  votes.  On  the  contrary  we  have  con- 
ceded the  full  vote  of  Wyck  to  the  administration, 
although  it  is  known  that  some  of  the  whigs  voted 
for  him.  The  two  things,  we  calculate,  will  about 
balance  each  other. 


Disi’s.  Whig. 

Van  Buren. 

1.  Profit, 

5,7S1  Owen, 
6,217  Davis, 

4,968 

2.  Ewing, 

3.  Graham, 

7.516 

5,121  Carr, 

6,998 

4.  Dunn, 

4.849  Smith, 

5,858 

- Rariden, 
McCarthy, 

6,231  } 

3,959  \ Thompson, 

5,323 

6.  Herod, 

8,494  Wyck, 

9,505 

7.  Evans, 

8,120  Howard, 

9,874 

4S,772 

50,042 

48,772 

Van  Buren  majority  in  the  state. 

1,270 

Rhode  Island  election.  Having  received 
complete  returns  from  every  town  in  the  state,  we 
republish  our  table,  with  some  few  slight  correc- 
tions. 
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Providence  county. 

w 

o 

s 

s 

o S 

P oo 

Providence, 

777 

808 

266 

292  18 

N.  Providence, 

103 

108 

54 

70 

Cranston, 

104 

106 

109 

108  1 

Johnston, 

100 

101 

74 

76 

Smithfield, 

210 

216 

174 

178 

Cumberland, 

147 

151 

125 

127 

Bnrrilville, 

76 

76 

146 

146  2 

Gloucester, 

84 

90 

175 

174 

Scituate, 

87 

93 

236 

235  3 

Foster, 

47 

48 

197 

198  2 

Newport  county. 
Newport, 

402 

405 

159 

155 

Middletown, 

66 

66 

22 

22 

Portsmouth, 

110 

111 

75 

77 

Tiverton, 

77 

78 

140 

139  3 

Little  Compton, 

55 

55 

55 

55 

Jamestown, 

24 

25 

17 

17 

New  Shoreham, 
Kent  county. 

60 

60 

83 

83 

Warwick, 

245 

246 

145 

146 

Coventry, 

156 

167 

162 

167 

E.  Greenwich, 

97 

103 

60 

64  2 

W.  Greenwich, 
Bristol  county. 

67 

67 

79 

79 

Bristol, 

136 

136 

122 

122 

Warren, 

151 

151 

20 

20 

Barrington, 

39 

39 

24 

24 

Washington  county. 

N.  Kingston, 

63 

69 

140 

141  6 

S.  Kingston, 

179 

187 

182 

190 

Exeter, 

36 

36 

153 

152 

Hopkinton, 

44 

51 

150 

147 

Richmond, 

47 

50 

71 

76  1 

Charlestown, 

50 

50 

69 

69 

Westerly, 

91 

91 

89 

86 

3,930 

4,040  3,573 

3,635  38 

Average  majority  of  the  whig  candidates  over  the 

loco  focos, 

381 

Tillinghast’s  majority  over  Dorr, 

405 

Cranston’s  majority  over  Thruston 
Tillinghast’s  majority  over  all, 
Cranston’s  majority  over  all. 

357 

367 

257 

The  true  test  of  the  strength  of  parties  is  Tilling- 
hast’s  majority  over  Thurston;  the  former  received 
none  but  whig  votes,  the  latter  received  all  the  loco 
Coco  votes.  Dorr  received  some  whig  votes.  The 
majority  of  Tillinghast  over  Thruston,  467. 

[ Providence  Journal. 


Kentucky.  The  following  are  the  names  of  the 
presidential  and  vice  presidential  electors,  nominat- 
ed by  the  late  whig  convention  at  Harrodsburgh: 
For  the  stale. 

Richard  A.  Buckner,  James  T.  Morehead. 
Congressional  electors. 


1st  district,  J.  Patterson, 

2d 

“ Archibale  Dixon, 

3d 

“ John  F.  Todd, 

4th 

“ Fountain  T.  Fox, 

5th 

“ James  Harlan, 

“ Chas.  G.  Wintersmith, 

6th 

7th 

“ Thomas  W.  Riley, 

Sth 

“ William  H.  Field, 

9th 

“ Daniel  Breck, 

10th 

“ T.  F.  Marshall, 

11th 

“ M.  P.  Marshall, 

12th 

“ John  Chambers, 

13th 

“ W.  W.  Southgate. 

South  Carolina.  The  governor  of  South  Ca- 
rolina ha3  issued  a writ  of  election  to  supply  the 
vacancy  in  the  congressional  delegation  from  that 
state  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  the  bon.  T. 
H.  Elmore.  The  election  is  to  be  held  on  the  se- 
cond Monday  in  October  next.  There  are  four  can- 
didates in  the  field — col.  Jamison  of  Orangeburg, 
col.  Butler  of  Barnwell,  col.  Caughman  of  Lexing- 
ton, and  rnajorO’Hanlon  of  Richland. 

S.  S.  Prentiss,  has  formall)"  accepted  the  nomi- 
nation of  the  whig  party  of  Mississippi,  for  a seat 
in  the  U.  S.  senate,  fo  succeed  the  hon.  R.  J.  Walk- 
er. Mr.  Prentiss’  letter,  which  we  have  not  seen, 
is  said  to  be  an  able  and  eloquent  production. 

Commerce  of  Philadelphia.  For  the  month 
of  August  of  the  present  year,  there  were  1,185  ar- 
rivals 881  of  which  were  on  the  Delaware  side,  and 
304  on  the  Schuylkill.  There  were  70  arrivals 
among  the  above  from  the  following  foreign  ports: 
Pictou  15,  Sidney  8;  St.  Jago  de  Cuba  5;  Liver- 
pool 5;  Fernandina  4;  Havana  3;  Turks  Island  3; 
Bordeaux  2;  Londonderry  2;  Maracaibo  2;  St. 
Johns  (N.  B.)  2;  and  one  from  each  of  the  follow- 
ing places — Jamaica,  Laguira,  London,  Port  au 
Platt,  Bremen,  Guayma,  Leghorn,  Pernambuco, 
Welchport,  (N.  B.)  St.  Ubes,  Neuvitas,  Rio  de 
Janeiro,  St.  Bartholomew,  Nassau,  Trinidad  de 
Cuba,  Cardiff,  (Wales);  Newport,  (Wales);  Ham- 
burg, St.  Thomas. 

The  above  shows  a great  increase  over  any  of 
the  preceding  months  of  this  year,  or  during  the 
same  month  in  former  years.  [ North  American. 

Delaware  breakwater.  Lieut.  T.  B.  Lin- 
nard,  of  the  U.  S.  topographical  engineers,  who  is 
charged  with  the  construction  of  the  Delaware 
breakwater,  reports  to  the  Philadelphia  exchange 
the  number  of  vessels  which  took  shelter  in  the 
harbor  it  affords  during  the  gale  of  Friday,  the  16th 
ultimo.  They  amount  to  1 ship,  3 brigs,  46  schoon- 
ers, and  9 sloops.  [ Army  Navy  Chron. 

Storm  on  the  coast.  Republican  office,  Wash- 
ington, N.  C.  Monday,  Sept.  2, 1839.  The  follow- 
ing appalling  account  is  by  a gentleman  who  was 
on  the  spot,  and  witnessed  the  scene  which  he 
describes: 

Our  coast  has  recently  been  visited  by  a storm, 
more  violent  perhaps  than  any  heretofore  known. 
On  Monday  evening,  26th  ult.  the  roaring  of  the 
surf  gave  evidence  to  the  practised  earof  approach- 
ing danger;  while  a clear  sky  and  southern  breezes 
served  but  to  lull  suspicion  in  the  hearts  of  those 
who  confide  to  such  treacherous  omens.  By  Wed- 
nesday, at  noon,  the  whole  coast  seemed  to  trem- 
ble under  the  ocean’s  surge.  The  wind  then 
changed  to  E.  N.  E.  gradually  increasing,  and  by 
Thursday  morning  it  blew  with  tremendous  vio- 
lence. As  night  shut  in,  the  storm  increased,  fill- 
ing the  sounds  and  rivers  with  water  from  the  sea, 
and  threatening  destruction  to  every  obstacle  that 
offered  to  impede  its  progress.  By  midnight  the 
scene  in  Portsmouth  or  elsewhere  was  fearful  and 
grand  in  the  extreme.  The  wind  having  changed 
to  N.  N.  W.  blew  with  unabated  fury,  driving  the 
angry  waters  from  the  sound  completely  over  the 
island,  with  a force  that  defies  description.  The 
rain  fell  in  torrents;  while  the  wind,  lifting  the 
waters  up,  swept  them  onward,  apparently  in 
sheets,  that  were  snow-drift  white.  The  awful 
roaring  of  the  elements  resembled  a continual  peal 
of  deep  thunder,  and  seemed  to  ring  the  death-knell 
to  every  year.  There  were  few  houses  upon  the 
island  where  the  rushing  waters  had  not  now  reached 
the  floors,  which  were  rising  and  heaving  within 
as  the  forcing  of  a door  through  which  death  stood 
prepared  to  enter.  Consternation  filled  every  breast; 
and  during  an  hour  when  the  waters  seemed  nei- 
ther to  rise  nor  fall,  it  is  difficult  to  imagine  the  feel- 
ings of  those  who  were  alive  to  the  dangers  which 
surrounded  them.  The  storm  having  now  spent  its 
fury,  the  waters  gradually  receded;  and  the  first 
sight  of  land  cheered  every  heart. 

As  the  day  broke,  and  the  gale  abated,  a heart- 
sickening  sight  presented  itself  among  the  shipping 
near  the  island.  Vessels  were  sunk,  ashore,  cap- 
sized, dismasted,  with  their  exhausted  crews  cling- 
ing to  the  wrecks,  and  by  signals  imploring  succor. 
So  soon  as  the  sea  was  sufficiently  calm,  boats  put 
off,  manned  by  the  hardy  pilots  of  the  island,  and 
brought  the  sufferers  to  shore.  We  annex  a list 
of  the  vessels  wrecked,  from  which  it  will  be  seen 
that  captain  Bartimus  Williams,  of  this  place,  was 
the  only  person  who  lost  his  life  in  the  gale.  How 
so  many  escaped  is  surprising  indeed. 

[Here  follows  a list  of  a number  of  vessels 
stranded,  &c.  being  chiefly  coasters  from  ports  in 
North  Carolina,  bound  southward.] 
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Army  intelligence.  From  the  Albany  Daily 
Advertiser.  We  observe  under  the  head  of  military 
intelligence,  in  the  last  Army  and  Navy  Chroni- 
cle, the  following  singular  item: 

“1st  dragoons — Lieuts.  W.  Eustis,  H.  S.  Turner, 
find  P.  Kearny  have  been  ordered  to  France. 

“Singular”  a3  the  above  may  seem,  it  is  never- 
theless true;  and,  moreover,  these  officers  have 
sailed  in  the  packet  ship  Vilie  de  Lyon,  for  Havre. 
We  did  not  feel  at  liberty  to  mention  the  object  of 
the  order,  but  inasmuch  as  it  appears  “singular”  to 
others,  it  may  be  as  well  to  state  that  the  above 
named  officers  have  been  sent  abroad,  it  is  under- 
stood, to  study  and  examine  into  the  French  and 
other  European  systems  of  cavalry  tactics.  Hav- 
ing had  little  or  no  experience  in  this  arm  of  de- 
fence ourselves,  and  as  dragoons  may  now  be  con- 
sidered permanently  a component  part  of  our  mili- 
tary force,  it  is  the  dictate  of  prudence  and  wisdom 
to  profit  so  far  as  we  can  by  the  experience  of  other 
nations.  Foreigners,  it  is  well  known,  are  fre- 
quently sent  to  this  country  to  study  our  systems 
of  rail  roads,  canals,  and  penitentiaries;  and  it  is 
further  known  that  officers  of  our  navy  have  visited 
Europe  to  acquire  a practical  acquaintance  with 
their  modes  of  steam  navigation.  It  need  not  cre- 
ate surprise,  therefore,  that  we  should  desire  to 
know  something  of  cavalry  tactics,  beyond  that 
which  can  be  acquired  with  a very  limited  force  in 
a confined  field  of  action.  [ Army  and  Navy  Chron. 

Trenton  Encampment.  One  hundred  and  fif- 
ty regulars  from  Governor’s  Island,  New  Yoik, 
came  as  far  as  New  Brunswick,  day  before  yester- 
day, on  their  way  to  the  encampment  at  Trenton, 
by  the  morning  line;  they  there  left  the  cars  and 
took  up  their  line  of  march  at  about  12  o’clock, 
noon,  and  probably  reached  Princeton  the  same 
evening,  and  unless  the  storm  prevented,  arrived  at 
Trenton  yesterday.  The  troops  now  at  the  encamp- 
ment number  about  1,050.  General  Scott  is  also 
there,  and  on  Tuesday  reviewed  them.  It  was  a 
beautiful  day,  not  over  warm,  and  a more  imposing 
military  parade  we  are  informed  was  rarely  if  ever 
witnessed  in  this  section  of  the  union.  It  is  under- 
stood that  general  Scott  will  remain  at  the  encamp- 
ment for  several  days.  Those  who  are  fond  of  wit- 
nessing military  display,  probably  could  not  select 
a more  suitable  occasion  than  during  the  stay  of 
general  Scott  for  the  purpose.  [Times. 

Twelfth  of  September.  The  committee  ap- 
pointed by  the  convention  to  make  arrangements 
for  the  celebration  of  the  approaching  12th  Septem- 
ber, (when  it  is  proposed  to  lay  the  corner  stone  of 
the  monument  near  North  Point),  have  selected  as 
chief  marshal,  major  general  Geo.  H.  Steuart, 
and  the  following  is  announced  as  the  order  of  the 
day: 

At  8 o’clock  in  the  morning,  the  first  light  divi- 
sion will  form  in  Gay  street,  and  all  the  military 
corps  intending  to  unite  in  the  celebration  will  join 
the  division  as  it  is  formed. 

At  half  past  eight  the  military  will  move  to  Balti- 
more street.  The  line  will  be  formed  with  the  right 
resting  on  Calvert  street,  and  the  other  divisions  of 
the  procession  will  be  received  on  the  right,  and 
will  pass  along  the  line  in  the  following  order: 

1.  The  commanding  and  other  officers  of  third 
division,  Maryland  militia,  on  the  right  of  whom 
will  be  placed. 

Officers  and  soldiers  of  the  revolution. 

Officers  and  soldiers  wounded  at  North  Point  and 
Fort  McHenry. 

Officers  and  soldier  who  served  in  defence  of  Bal- 
timore. 

Officers  of  the  militia  of  Maryland,  in  uniform. 

2.  The  mayor  of  the  city,  orator  and  officiating 
clergyman. 

3.  The  reverend  clergy. 

4.  The  president  and  vice  president  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  and  governor  of  Maryland. 

5.  Heads  of  department  of  national  government. 

6.  Heads  of  departments  of  state  government. 

7.  Judges  of  United  States. 

8.  Judges  of  Maryland. 

9.  Senators  and  members  of  congress. 

10.  Senators  and  delegates  of  Maryland. 

11.  Members  of  city  council,  and  officers  of  the 
corporation. 

12.  Strangers  of  distinction. 

13.  Officers  of  the  army  and  navy. 

These  having  passed,  will  be  followed  by  the  mi- 
litary, and  the  procession  will  be  closed  by  the  citi- 
zens, who  will  form  in  Baltimore  street  on  the  left 
of  the  military,  for  the  purpose  of  wheeling  in  the 
rear. 

The  line  of  march  will  be  down  Baltimore  street 
to  Caroline,  down  Caroline  to  Bank,  down  Bank  to 
Bond,  and  down  Bond  street  to  the  wharf,  where 


steamboats  will  be  in  readiness  to  transport  the 
troops  to  the  battle  ground,  near  Bear  crepk. 

On  arriving  there  the  procession  will  be  formed 
again  and  will  move  to  the  spot  selected  for  the  site 
of  the  monument,  were  after  laying  the  corner  stone 
at  12  M.  a national  3alute  will  be  fired  by  a com- 
pany of  artillery,  to  be  detailed,  and  the  whole  line 
will  fire  three  rounds. 

Immediatply  after  this  the  whole  will  move  to  the 
stand  erected  for  the  orator — and  after  the  oration 
and  prayer  of  benediction  the  troops  will  be  dismiss- 
ed until  3 o’clock,  when  the  procession  will  be  re- 
formed— embark  in  the  boats  and  return  to  the  city, 
landing  at  South  street  wharf,  when  they  will  pro- 
ceed up  south  to  Pratt,  up  Pratt  to  Eutaw,  up  Eu- 
taw  to  Franklin,  down  Franklin  to  Howard,  down 
Howard  to  Baltimore,  down  Baltimore  to  Gay 
street,  and  there  dismiss. 

The  mounted  officers  of  the  light  division,  with 
the  members  of  the  committee  of  arrangements  will 
act  as  assistant  marshals,  and  they  will  meet  at  the 
quarters  of  major  general  Steuart  in  St.  Paul’s  lane, 
on  Tuesday  morning,  10th  September,  at  11  o’clock. 

G.  H.  Steuart,  chief  marshal. 

From  the  Cherokees.  Extract  from  a letter 
dated , Fort  Gibson,  July  24,  1839. 

“There  is  a prospect  at  length  of  a settlement  of 
the  difficulties  among  the  Cherokees.  Both  coun- 
cils are  in  session,  that  is,  the  old  emigrants  (com- 
bined with  the  Ridge  party),  and  the  new,  headed 
by  John  Ross.  Their  intentions  appear  more  paci- 
fic at  present,  on  both  sides.  Should  matters,  how- 
ever, come  to  the  worst,  I have  no  doubt  myself  the 
old  set  would  more  than  maintain  their  ground 
against  the  Ross  part)’,  notwithstanding  the  appa- 
rent difference  in  their  numerical  forces. 

“The  season  hertofore  has  been  a wet  one,  but 
highly  advantageous  to  the  farmer — in  all  the  west 
here,  our  crops  of  corn  are  prodigious,  particularly 
among  (he  Creeks,  where  I have  been.  But  the 
dog-days  are  fairly  setting  in  and  the  thermometer 
ranges  daily  at  about  95  degrees. 

“Although  our  health  has  been  pretty  good  thus 
far,  it  may  not  remain  so.  We  had  the  misfortune 
to  lose  lieut.  Bowman,  of  the  dragoons,  who  died 
on  Sunday  last.  He  has  served  a long  time  on  the 
southwestern  frontier,  and  was  beloved  in  the  ar- 
my.” [Arkansas  Gazette,  Aug.  7. 

Removal  of  Indians.  The  papers  published  at 
St.  Louis,  mention  the  arrival  at  that  place,  on  the 
14th  ult.  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  Indians,  the 
remnant  of  the  Ottawa  tribe,  on  their  way  from  their 
old  homes  in  Ohio  to  the  head  waters  of  the  Osage 
river.  Among  this  band  are  two  chiefs  of  the  Otta- 
wa tribe,  Auto-kee,  the  head  chief,  and  Petono- 
quette  a much  younger  man.  Auto-kee  is  a son  of 
the  celebrated  chief  Tushquaquier,  who  was  looked 
upon  by  the  Oltawas  as  the  father  of  the  tribe.  Pe- 
tonoqhette  is  half  French,  son  of  Louiseau,  a dis- 
tinguished chief  who  was  killed  when  Pefonoquette 
was  a child.  Both  are  represented  as  well  disposed 
men,  carrying  with  them  many  of  the  habits  and 
tastes  of  civilized  life. 

Seneca  Indians.  From  the  Hudson  ( N . Y.) 
Republican  Advertiser.  Perceiving  it  asserted  in 
some  of  the  papers  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  ex- 
ecuting the  amended  treaty  for  the  sale  of  the  In- 
dian lands  in  this  state  were  found  at  the  council 
held  the  13th  and  14th  instant  to  be  less  than  was 
anticipated.  We  are  authorised  by  one  who  at- 
tended the  council  to  make  the  following  state- 
ments. 

It  appears  that  the  treaty  has  been  fully  and  fair- 
ly explained  by  the  United  States  commissioner  to 
the  Indians  at  a former  council.  Sixteen  chiefs 
then  came  forward  in  open  council  and  signed  it. 
Sixty -two  chiefs  in  the  same  council  signed  a pro- 
test against  it,  witnessed  by  general  Dearborn  com- 
missioner for  Massachusetts.  During  the  intervals 
of  that  council  afterwards  held  for  weeks  in  the 
busiest  season  of  harvest  of  last  year  to  the  great 
detriment  of  the  Indians  in  getting  in  their  crops. 
The  signatures  of  an  additional  number  of  chiefs 
were  privately  obtained  to  the  treaty,  by  what 
means  may  hereafter  appear.  The  Indians  protest 
against  any  thing  of  importance  to  their  nation  be- 
ing thus  done  out  of  councils.  From  accounts  taken 
with  apparent  accuracy,  it  appears  that  nine-tenths 
of  the  Seneca  nation  are  opposed  to  emigration,  and 
to  the  treaty.  Of  one-tenth,  professedly  in  favor 
of  both,  a portion  are  woman  and  children  who 
have  no  voice  in  the  matter,  another  portion,  who 
were  chiefs,  it  has  been  clearly  proved,  had  received 
written  engagements  from  the  agents  of  the  pre- 
emption company,  promising  them  large  sums  of 
money  and  in  many  cases  life  leases  for  the  land 
where  they  reside,  on  condition  that  the  treaty  be 
executed  and  carried  into  effect. 


Thus  it  appears  that  those  who  profess  to  be  in 
favor  of  emigration  are  to  remain  and  be  made  rich 
on  condition  of  selling  the  lands  of  their  brethren, 
who  although  opposed  to  going  are  to  be  forced  to 
emigrate  poor  and  destitute. 

Many  of  these  Indians  now  possess  good  farms, 
and  raise  an  ample  amount  of  provisions  for  their 
own  support,  and  to  use  their  own  language,  think 
it  very  hard  to  be  dispossessed  of  their  comforts  and 
sent  into  the  western  wilds  contrary  to  their  own 
wish  and  to  the  known  wish  of  the  great  body  of 
the  nation. 

The  secretary  of  war  J.  R.  Poinsett  appeared  to 
conduct  the  business  with  great  propriety,  and  not- 
wil  hstanding  it  is  the  avowed  wish  of  the  government 
that  theTndians  should  remove  beyond  the  Missis- 
sippi we  are  pursuaded  that  no  unfair  advantage 
will  be  taken  to  remove  them. 

The  Tennessee  U.  S.  Senators.  The  Nash- 
vilie  Banner  says: — “The  whigs  of  Tennessee  will 
certainly  demand  of  judge  White  and  Mr.  Foster, 
both,  that  they  shall  not  resign  their  seats  in  the 
senate,  until  the  Van  Buren  majority  in  the  legisla- 
ture shall,  by  a clear  and  distinct  expression  of 
opinion,  show  that  they  differ  in  opinion  with  our 
senators  in  relation  to  the  measures  upon  which  the 
latter  may  be  called  upon  to  vote. 

“Should  it  become  expedient  or  necessary,” 
adds  the  Banner,  “for  judge  White  and  Mr.  Foster 
to  leave  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  our  friends 
abroad  may  rest  assured  that  good  will  grow’  out  of 
the  contingency.  With  their  names  placed  at  the 
head  of  an  electoral  ticket,  and  the  state  thorough- 
ly and  ably  canvassed,  in  every  county  and  every 
neighborhood,  as  it  will  be,  entire  confidence  may 
be  reposed  by  our  whig  friends  in  the  result  of  the 
presidential  election  in  Tennessee  in  1840.  There 
will  be  such  a waking  up  of  the  whigs,  and  such 
terror  and  trembling,  and  chattering  of  teeth,  and 
shaking  of  knees  among  the  spoilers,  as  have  not 
been  seen  for  many  a day  before.” 

Defence  of  Sandusky.  The  anniversary  of  the  de- 
fence of  Sandusky  during  the  last  war,  by  col.  Crog- 
han  and  the  gallant  band  he  commanded,  has  been 
recently  celebrated  by  (he  citizens  of  the  vicinity, 
who,  to  the  number  of  1,300,  assembled  on  that  occa- 
sion to  listen  to  an  oration  and  dine  together. 

The  presence  of  col.  Croghan  was,  of  course,  invit- 
ed. His  reply,  which  is  characterized  by  modesty  and 
good  taste,  is  annexed. 

St.  Louis,  July  29,  1839. 

Gentlemen:  I have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your 
letter  of  the  Sth  instant,  inviting  me,  on  the  part  oi  the 
citizens  of  Lower  Sandusky,  to  be  present  with  them 
on  the  coming  anniversary  of  the  defence  of  Fort  Ste- 
phenson. 

It  is  with  regret  that  I am,  on  account  of  official  du- 
ties, unable  to  comply  with  your  kind  and  flattering  in- 
vitation. In  communicating  this,  my  reply,  I cannot 
forbear  te  acknowledge  with  deep  gratitude  the  honor 
you  confer.  To  have  been  with  those  gallant  men  who 
served  with  me  on  the  occasion  alluded  to,  permitted 
by  a kind  Providence  to  perform  a public  duty  which 
has  been  deemed  worthy  of  especial  notice  by  my  fel- 
low citizens,  is  a source  of  high  gratification,  heighten- 
ed too,  by  the  reflection  that  the  then  scene  of  conflict 
is  now,  by  the  enterprise  and  industry  of  the  people, 
the  home  of  a thriving  and  intelligent  community. 

I beg  to  offer  to  you,  gentlemen,  and  through  you  to 
the  citizens  of  Lower  Sandusky,  my  warmest  thanks 
for  the  remembrance  which  you  have  so  flatteringly 
expressed.  With  every  feeling  of  respect  and  grati- 
tude, yours,  G.  Croghan. 

Committee  of  correspondence. 

Commodore  Elliott.  A lecture  descriptive  of 
the  battle  of  Lake  Erie,  delivered  before  the  Rhode 
Island  Historical  society  in  1836,  by  the  honorable 
Tristam  Burgess,  is  about  to  be  published  at  Pro- 
vidence. Mr.  Burgess  has  prepared  a preface  and 
appendix  to  the  lecture.  The  latter,  according  to 
the  Providence  Courier,  “contains  comments  on 
Cooper’s  history,  and  a collection  of  interesting 
documents  which  place  a seal  upon  the  character  of 
commodore  Elliott,  that  it  will  be  in  vain  to  attempt 
to  remove.”  Among  the  documems  will  be  an  ac- 
count of  the  action,  from  the  log-book  of  the  Law- 
rence, which  is  copied  by  one  of  her  officers  into 
his  diary  and  thereby  preserved.  The  positions  of 
the  vessels  at  various  stages  of  the  battle  will  be 
illustrated  by  three  new  diagrams.  [Times. 

The  Aroostook  timber.  A story  has  been 
going  the  rounds  in  the  newspapers  that  the  land 
agent  of  the  state  of  Maine  had  sold  $ 30,000  worth 
of  the  trespass  timber  and  received  the  cash  for  it. 
The  Bangor  Whig  says  this  is  entirely  untrue,  and 
the  story  was  got  up  for  political  effect.  The  truth 
of  the  matter  is,  that  the  land  agent  advertised  a 
lot  of  timber  for  sale  at  auction,  and  fixed  the  mini- 
mum price  at  three  dollars  per  ton.  One  cent  ad- 
vance was  bid  by  a clerk  of  one  of  the  Woodstock 
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merchants,  and  the  whole  was  struck  off  to  him, 
no  other  bid  being  made.  The  whole  is  said  to  be. 
a trick  on  the  agent,  as  nobody  appears  to  make 
good  the  bid.  The  administration  papers  say  the 
trespass  timber  under  the  charge  of  the  agent  is 
worth  half  a million  of  dollars,  but,  unfortunately, 
the  larger  portion  cut  by  the  trespassers  is  on  the 
St.  John,  above  the  Grand  falls,  on  territory,  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  New  Brunswick,  and  more  than 
half  of  the  remainder,  is  on  land  belonging  to  Mas- 
sachusetts. On  the  whole,  it  is  believed  that  the 
entire  proceeds  of  all  the  trespass  timber  the  state 
will  receive  will  not  be  enough  to  pay  the  expenses 
of  watching  it. 

Commerce  of  the  United  States.  Messrs. 
Editors:  1 have  been  at  the  pains  to  prepare,  from 
the  last  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  for 
the  gratification  of  your  readers,  a view  of  the  im- 
ports of  the  United  States  for  one  year  ending  Sep- 
tember 30th,  183S,  arranging  the  countries  with 
reference  to  the  amount  we  imported  from  them. 
It  will  be  seen  that  the  aggregate  of  imports  is  over 
one  hundred  and  thirteen  millions  of  dollars.  The 
exports  from  the  United  States,  during  the  same 


period,  amount  to  little  over  one  hundred  and  eight 

millions  of  dollars.  Yours,  &c. 

Mercator. 

1 England, 

$44,191,851 

2.  France, 

17,771,797 

3.  Spanish  West  Indies, 

14,330,964 

4.  China, 

4,764,536 

5.  Mexico, 

3,500,709 

6.  Brazil, 

3,191,238 

7.  Hanse  Towns, 

2,847,358 

8.  Russia, 

1,898,396 

9.  British  West  Indies, 

1,635,848 

10  Danish  West  Indies, 

1,617,747 

11.  Colombia, 

1,615,249 

12.  British  American  colonies 

1,555,570 

13.  Hayti, 

1,275,762 

14.  Netherlands, 

1,180,897 

15.  Spain, 

1,102,536 

16.  Argentine  republic. 

1,010,908 

17.  Italy, 

944,238 

IS.  Chili, 

942,095 

19.  Sweden, 

854,771 

20.  British  East  Indies, 

675,531 

21.  Peru, 

633,437 

22.  Scotland, 

594,665 

23.  Dutch  East  Indies, 

576,396 

24.  Africa  generally. 

641,931 

25.  Manilla  and  Philippine  islands, 

386,528 

26.  Dutch  West  Indies, 

382,591 

27.  Trieste, 

372,378 

28.  Madeira, 

366,274 

29.  Sicily, 

345,302 

30.  French  West  Indies, 

310,050 

31.  Portugal, 

296,864 

32.  Turkey, 

296,533 

33.  Belgium, 

239,928 

34.  Asia  generally, 

212,090 

35.  British  Honduras, 

201,448 

36.  Texas, 

165,718 

37.  Central  America, 

155,614 

38.  Teneriffe  and  other  Canaries, 

151,366 

39.  Ireland, 

75,162 

40.  S.  Sea  and  Sandwich  islands, 

55,561 

41.  Dutch  Guiana, 

54,354 

42.  Spanish  West  Indies, 

46,019 

43.  British  Guiana, 

36,043 

44.  Fayal  and  other  Azores, 

32,746 

45.  Australia, 

30,538 

46.  Cape  de  Verd  islands, 

29,174 

47.  Denmark, 

27,118 

48.  Gibraltar, 

25,624 

49.  Cisplatine  republic, 

18,631 

50.  Malta. 

16,866 

51.  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 

12,034 

52  Morocco  and  Barbary  states, 

10,174 

63.  Prussia, 

6,629 

64.  French  Guiana, 

5,302 

55.  Sardinia, 

851 

56.  West  Indies  generally, 

217 

67.  Uncertain  places, 

97,186 

Total, 

113,717,406 

Now,  Messrs.  Editors,  while  we  have  one  or  more 
consuls  at  nearly  all  the  different  countries,  it  is  re- 
markable that  we  have  no  consul  at  Hayti,  which 
stands  No.  13  on  the  catalogue.  In  addition  to 
this,  we  have  a charge  d’affairs  at  nine  countries, 
from  which  our  imports  are  less  than  Hayti,  and  a 
minister  at  one.  It  is  believed  that  this  country 
suffers  to  the  amount  of  nearly  half  a million  of 
dollars  annually,  in  discriminating  duties,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  refusal  of  this  government  to  inter- 
change consuls  with  the  government  of  Hayti,  and 
all  this  because  the  people  with  whom  we  have  so 
large  commercial  intercourse  are  black. 

[Journal  of  Commerce. 


The  battles  of  the  American  revolution.  A 
tabular  statement,  somewhat  curious,  of  revolutionary 
battles,  distinguishing  victories  and  reverses,  and  giv- 
ing the  details  of  loss,  as  well  as  the  names  of  the  com- 
manders, will  be  found  annexed.  We  take  it  from  the 
Philadelphia  North  American: 
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Death  of  governor  Clarke,  of  Kentucky. 
The  Frankfort  Commonwealth  of  August  27lh  says: 
“It  is  our  melancholy  duty  to  announce  the  death  of 
the  hon.  James  Clarke,  governor  of  Kentucky.  He 
died  this  morning  about  eight  o’clock.  We  have 
stopped  the  press  to  announce  this  monrnful  intelli- 
gence.” This  is  melancholy  news  to  us,  as  it  will 
be  to  a large  circle  of  friends  all  over  the  United 
States.  He  was  an  honorable  man,  and  a true  patriot. 

The  Lexinglon  Observer  states  that  the  duties  of 
the  executive  for  the  unexpired  term  for  which  go- 
vernor Clarke  was  elected,  a little  upwards  of  one 
year,  will  devolve  upon  lieutenant  governor  Charles 
A.  Wickliffe. 


Reminiscence.  The  death  of  sir  Isaac  Coffin, 
brings  up  a recollection  of  his  visit  to  his  native  city; 
Boston,  in  1830.  This  noble-hearted  old  gentleman 
was  one  of  the  most  distinguished  admirals  in  the 
British  navy:  during  the  war  of  1812  he  begged  to  be 
excused  from  serving  on  the  American  coast.  He  has 
made  many  donations  from  time  to  time  to  the  Mas- 
sachusetts agricultural  society,  of  noble  animals  for 
improving  the  stock  of  the  farmers  of  his  native 
state,  among  which  are  several  bulls  and  stud  horses 
of  different  breeds.  He  has  also  endowed  a large 
school  at  Nantucket  for  the  gratuitous  education  of 
300  children;  and  made  a liberal  donation  for  the  em- 
bellishment of  the  beautiful  city  of  Boston.  How- 
ever I am  forgetting  my  story.  At  the  exhibition 
of  the  public  schools  in  Boston,  in  August,  1830, 
sir  Isaac  was  present,  but  was  unable  to  attend  the 
whole  examination  on  account  of  ill  health.  At  the 
close  of  the  annual  dinner,  his  old  school-mate,  the 
rev.  Dr.  Hanson,  of  Newton,  Massachusetts,  rose 
and  said  that  sir  Issac  requested  him  to  express  his 
his  regret  at  his  inability  to  be  present  and  attend 
the  examination  of  the  particular  school  of  which 
he  had  been  a member  about  a half  a century  previ- 
ous; and  that  the  admiral  desired  him  to  say  that  he 
was  often  reminded  of  a few  lines  written  in  his 
Ainsworth's  Latin  dictionary,  which  he  used  at 
school,  and  that  he  was  more  and  more  reminded  of 
their  truth.  These  lines  were: 


Isaac  Coffin,  his  book, 

God  give  him  grace  therein  to  look; 

Not  only  look  but  understand 

That  learning  is  better  than  house  and  land, 

For  when  house  and  land  and  money  is  spent, 
Then  learning  is  most  excellent. 

The  admiral,  (continued  the  worthy  doctor),  at- 
tributes his  elevation  in  life  to  the  observance  of  the 
precepts  in  these  lines,  joined  to  habits  of  industry 
and  honesty,  and  recommended  the  same  earnestly 
to  the  pupils;  and  I will  add  (said  the  doctor)  that 
honesty  which  is  formed  in  strict  piety  and  mo- 
rality. R- 


A descendant  of  William  Wallace.  At  Balti- 
more I met  and  conversed  with  an  elderly  gentleman 


of  the  name  of  Wallace.  In  early  life  he  had  attended 
the  classes  at  Edinburgh,  and  studied  under  Dr.  Black 
and  others-  He  boasts  of  being  the  only  remaining  li- 
neal descendant  of  William  Wallace,  and  still  uses 
the  arms  and  motto  of  that  hero.  He  mentioned  to 
me  that  he  was  once  in  an  engraver’s  shop  in  Edin- 
burg, giving  the  requisite  instructions  for  cutting  his 
seak  when  the  earl  of  Buchan,  who  was  accidently 
present,  examined  the  arms  and  motto,  and  said  “sir, 
there  is  only  one  family  remaining  entitled  to  these, 
and  that  family  is  in  Virginia.’’  This  confirmation  of 
his  innocent  and  praiseworthy  claims  from  the  lips  of  a 
stranger,  must  have  given  him  great  satisfaction.  He 
is  a very  cheerful  communicative  old  gentleman,  and 
I was  really  pleased  to  interchange  a friendly  grasp 
with  a hand,  the  veins  of  which  might  be  enriched 
even  with  a drop  of  the  Wallace  blood. 

[English  traveller. 

“The  Hunters’  lodges.”  The  Oswego  Com- 
mercial Herald  gives  the  following  history  of  these 
organizations  which  have  been  represented  as  so 
formidable: 

“There  is  one  thing  that  has  led  to  great  error  of 
opinion  in  Canada  in  relation  to  our  people,  that  de- 
serves a brief  explanation.  The  leading  agitators 
of  the  Canadian  troubles, got  up  during  the  last  sea- 
son, the  ‘Hunter’s  society,’  and  formed  lodges  at 
the  principal  places  on  both  sides  o(  the  line.  These 
lodges  were  open  to  all  who  wished  to  join,  and  im- 
mediately became  objects  of  much  public  curiosity 
and  speculation.  It  being  on  the  eve  of  an  exciting 
and  important  election  they  of  course  attracted  the 
notice  of  politicians  of  all  parties,  and  every  body 
went  to  see  what  there  was  in  a ‘Hunter’s  lodge,’ 
which  was  found  to  be  very  like  the  London  show 
of ‘a  horse  with  his  head  where  his  tail  should  be.’ 
They  became  so  public  that  there  were  in  fact  no 
secrets  to  be  kept.  There  was  no  principle  avowed 
in  these  lodges,  no  particular  object  appeared,  and 
the  obligation  imposed  nothing  more  than  secrecy, 
and  that  the  candidate  should  be  true  to  the  cause 
of  liberty  throughout  the  world,  to  which  every  bo- 
dy, of  course,  was  ready  to  subscribe.  The  spies  of 
the  Canadian  government  became  members,  and 
entered  the  lodges  wherever  they  pleased,  and  al- 
though the  proceedings  were  conducted  without 
form  or  dignity,  an  officer  of  the  meeting  took  down 
the  names  of  all  who  entered,  whereby  these  spies 
ascertained  the  number  enrolled  in  all  the  different 
lodges  between  Vermont  and  Michigan.  When 
they  came  to  make  up  the  aggregate  number  of 
members,  they  reported  to  sir  George  Arthur  an  ar- 
my of  forty  or  fifty  thousand  men  already  raised  for 
the  invasion  of  Canada.  The  report  produced  great 
alarm  in  Canada,  and  gov.  Arthur  caused  the  infor- 
mation to  be  immediately  communicated  to  the  go- 
vernment at  Washington,  and  went  to  making  cor- 
responding preparations  for  defence.  He  called  out 
the  militia,  and  brought  into  the  field  an  aggregate 
force  of  near  forly  thousand  men.  A greater  hoax 
was  never  played  off  than  this  report  to  sir  George 
Arthur, which  must  have  cost  the  British  government 
more  than  a million  of  dollars,  and  led  the  Canadian 
people  into  the  great  error  of  believing  that  our 
whole  population  were  enlisted  against  them,  and 
bent  on  the  conquest  of  Canada. 

“More  than  one  half  of  those  whose  names  were 
enrolled  in  the  Hunter’s  lodges,  never  attended  a 
second  meeting,  and  all  right  thinking  men  aban- 
doned the  lodges  the  very  moment  they  discovered 
the  real  object  to  be,  to  promote  illegal  movements 
from  this  side  of  the  line.  No  formidable  force 
could  be  mustered  by  this  association,  as  the  sequel 
shows  that  the  whole  invading  three  raised  by  the 
Hunters  which  actually  crossed  at  Prescott  and 
Windsor  was  less  than  400  men.” 

A Baltimorean  found.  Extract  of  a letter 
from  a young  friend  of  the  Boston  Transcript,  at- 
tached to  the  exploring  squadron. 

Rio  Negro,  Patagonia,  Monday,  January  28,  1839. 
Captain  H.  sent  us  up  to  the  pilot’s  house,  with  or- 
ders to  bring  off  some  of  the  scientific  corps  that 
were  understood  to  be  there.  The  tide  running  out 
at  the  rate  of  four  or  five  miles  an  hour,  would  not 
permit  of  our  pulling  up  in  a four  oared  boat,  so 
that  we  ran  upon  the  starboard  shore,  which  is 
quite  bold,  and  tracked  her  up.  My  feet  were  on 
the  shores  of  Patagonia!  The  land  whose  misty 
and  unknown  deserts  have  been  long  peopled  by 
giants— whose  southern  extremity  was  for  so  many 
years  surrounded  by  the  early  navigator  with  so 
many  horrors.  Upon  landing,  we  were  greeted  by 
one  of  the  fiercest  hot  winds  from  the  sand  hillocks 
around  us. 

Little  did  I expect  to  be  scorched  in  this  way  in 
Patagonia.  Upon  one  of  the  sand  hillocks  was  a 
flag  staff;  further  up  was  that  near  the  pilot’s  house 
On  gaining  one  of  these  bluffs,  we  saw  nothing  but 
a descent  of  sand  hills.  When  near  the  house, 
which  was  respectable,  with  tile  roof,  a Gaucher 
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came  up  at  full  gallop,  with  his  red  cap  and  his 
picturesque  costume  of  shawl  and  white  trousers, 
and  bearded  to  the  eyes.  Ah,  thought  I,  not  ex- 
actly, a Patagonian  two  feet  between  the  eyes,  but 
probably  a perfect  Arab  in  the  way  of  robbing. — 
“Buono  dias  Senor,”  said  I,  very  civilly,  as  he  came 
to  a halt.  “Good  morning,  sir,”  replied  he  to  my 
utter  astonishment;  “I  am  your  countryman,  Dr. 
Ducatel,  of  Baltimore.”  “The  devil  you  are!”  was 
a natural  exclamation,  and  we  soon  entered  into 
conversation. 

The  ice  mountain  and  the  hanging  rock. 
While  we  were  travelling  last  summer,  we  passed 
through  Hampshire  county,  in  Virginia,  and  upon 
our  return  gave  some  notice  of  that  remarkable 
mountain,  and  had  the  peculiar  gratification  of  be- 
ing laughed  at  for  our  pains.  Some  good,  and 
more  poor,  jokes  and  puns  were  perpetrated  at  the 
expense  of  ourself,  and  our  newly  discovered  land. 
We  have,  however,  patiently  waited,  and  at  length 
we  find  in  a late  riumberof  the  National  Intelligen- 
cer, a notice  of  KerchevaPs  History  of  the  Valley 
of  Virginia,  and  containing  the  following  extract 
from  it: 

“The  Table  Ice  mountain,  which  Mr.  K.  thinks 
‘the  most  extraordinary  and  wonderful  work  of 
God’s  creation,  and  deserves  the  highest  rank  in  the 
history  of  the  natural  curiosities  of  the  country.’ 
It  is  washed  on  one  side  by  the  Capon,  anil  its  west 
side,  for  about  a mile,  is  covered  with  loose 
stones  of  various  sizes.  It  is  from  six  hun- 
dred to  seven  hundred  feet  in  height,  and  on  the 
western  side  for  about  one  hundred  yards,  and  as- 
cending some  thirty  feet,  when  the  loose  stones 
are  removed,  the  most  perfect,  pure  and  chrystal 
looking  ice  at  all  seasons  of  the  year,  is  to  be  found 
in  blocks  of  from  one  or  two  pounds  to  fifteen  or 
twenty  pounds  weight,”  &c. 

Not  far  distant  from  this  mountain,  there  is  to  be 
seen  on  the  south  branch,  what  is  called  the  hang- 
ing rock,  which  seemed  to  us  quite  as  remarkable 
as  the  Ice  mountain. 

Bakewell,  in  his  introduction  to  geology  speaks 
of  Crich  cliff,  in  Derbyshire,  as  a remarkable  in- 
stance of  the  strata  of  rock,  presenting  a perfect 
arched  appearance,  as  if  raised  up  by  force  from 
beneath,  and  looking  like  the  side  view  of  the  large 
timbers  which  form  the  arches  of  our  bridges,  the 
strata  being,  however,  much  more  numerous  than 
the  pieces  of  timber.  The  hanging  rock  presented 
as  we  approached  it  from  Romney,  the  remarkable 
appearance  of  three,  or  perhaps  four,  such  arches 
as  that  of  Crich  cliff,  the  one  springing  up  from 
where  the  other  terminated,  as  do  the  arches  of  a 
bridge. 

We  were  really  very  much  struck  with  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  hill,  but  having  then  not  even  the 
smattering  of  geology  which  we  have  since  acquir- 
ed, and  being  on  our  way  home,  and  anxious  to 
reach  here,  we  did  not  examine  it  very  attentively. 
We  have,  however,  been  surprised  that  it  has  been 
so  little  noticed;  for  even  Kercheval,  we  believe, 
does  not  mention  it.  [ Pittsburgher . 

The  twin  or  okra  cotton.  Some  interesting 
particulars  respecting  this  new  species  of  cotton  as 
detailed  in  a letter  from  a plantei,  published  iri  the 
Savannah  Georgian.  The  discovery  of  it  appears 
to  have  been  entirely  accidental.  A gentleman  of 
Aurauga,  Alabama,  a few  years  ago  bought  some 
Petit  Gulf  seed;  in  a field  sown  with  this  seed,  a 
single  stalk  was  observed  without  limbs,  and  having 
great  numbers  of  bolls  adhering  immediately  to 
the  stalk  or  in  clusters  on  very  short  limbs.  From 
these  seeds  the  variety  has  been  propogated.  In 
1837  the  seed  sold  as  high  as  fifty  cents  apiece; 
last  fall  $ 160  was  paid  for  a bushel.  The  plant 
exhibits  a distinct  variety;  the  stalk  had  rare- 
ly any  limbs  longer  than  one  joint,  sometimes  two; 
the  bolls  were  two,  three,  and  sometimes  seven  in 
a cluster — the  stems  of  all  the  bolls  shooting  from 
one  place,  and  at  the  top  of  the  short  limb.  The 
cotton  is  exceedingly  fine,  being  from  two  to  four 
cent3  a pound  better  than  ordinary;  the  color  and 
staple  of  the  wool  is  described  as  verv  superior, 
and  unequalled  by  the  finest  and  softest  short  sta- 
ple. Another  advantage  of  this  variety  is,  that 
it  comes  to  maturity  and  opens  two  w’eeks  earlier 
than  common;  in  rich  land  the  stalk  grows  quite 
tall,  reaching  as  high  as  six  or  eight  feet;  the  luxu- 
riant growth  of  the  plant  in  fertile  soils  may  render 
topping  necessary;  its  appearance  is  very  much  like 
the  common  okra,  having  a similar  stalk,  with  cot- 
ton leaves.  If  the  anticipations  indulged  respect- 
ing this  lately  discovered  variety  of  the  cotton 
plant  are  ever  realized,  the  success  of  the  experi- 
ment must  add  immensely  to  the  agricultural  wealth 
of  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  and  other  southern  states. 

[N.  O.  Bulletin. 


Colonization.  Gov.  Campbell,  of  Nova  Scotia, 
has  given  notice  by  proclamation  that  the  govern- 
ment of  the  island  of  Trinidad  will  pay  $25  for  the 
passage  of  each  laboring  person  of  African  descent, 
whether  male  or  female,  from  Nova  Scotia  or  either 
of  the  neighboring  provinces  to  Trinidad;  and  the 
same  sum  for  the  passage  of  two  children  between 
7 and  14  years  of  age,  or  for  three  from  1 to  7 years 
of  age.  This  money  is  to  be  paid  as  a free  gift,  and 
no  claim  will  be  made  for  its  repayment  in  any  shape. 

The  proclamation  states,  that  according  to  the 
rate  of  wages  given  on  the  island,  a laborer,  whe- 
ther male  or  female,  may  easily  earn  daily,  between 
sunrise  and  sunset,  wages  equal  to  four  shillings, 
and  five  shillings  Nova  Scotia  currency,  together 
with  an  allowance  of  one  pound  of  dry  codfish. — 
Such  laborers  as  do  not  choose  to  work  the  whole 
day,  may  be  at  liberty  to  work  as  much  time  dur- 
ing the  day  as  will  entitle  them  to  half  the  allow- 
ance. They  will  have  in  addition,  the  use  of  a good 
cottage,  and  half  an  acre  of  productive  ground,  free 
from  rent  or  any  other  charge.  The  soil  is  stated 
to  be  of  great  fertility,  and  land  may  be  procured  at 
from  four  dollars  to  sixteen  dollars  an  acre,  in  the 
most  settled  districts.  An  industrious  laborer,  by 
the  earnings  of  a short  period,  may  become  the  own- 
er of  a productive  farm.  [Boston  Daily  Adv. 

Life  in  New  Orleans.  If  in  winter  we  are 
the  gayest  people  on  this  continent,  with  more  va- 
riety of  lile  and  manners  than  any  other  city  pre- 
sents, in  the  summer  we  are  the  dullest.  The 
monotony  of  existence  caused  by  the  very  general 
absentees,  is  only  varied  by  the  fever  and  the  ex- 
citing scenes  it  creates.  We  preceed  to  mention 
one,  the  relation  of  which  caused  a chill  through 
our  hearts,  and  struck  the  “electric  chain”  by 
which  we  are  strongly  bound.  It  surely  must  have 
thrilled  the  heart  of  the  beholder  with  sudden  horror. 

Dr.  Lambert,  an  excellent  as  well  as  an  eminent 
French  physician  in  this  city,  relates  that  during 
his  frequent  rides  through  the  different  streets,  his 
attention  had  almost  always  been  attracted  a3  he 
passed  a house  where  a poor  family  lived.  The 
family  consisted  of  a man  and  his  wife,  both  rather 
young,  and  the  latter  good  looking,  with  a little 
infant  smiling  in  beauty,  and  about  ten  months  old. 
He  was  led  to  notice  them  from  the  appearance  of 
content  that  lived  there,  and  their  being  frequently 
on  the  banquette  before  the  house.  Alter  the  fever 
set  in,  he  still  saw  them  for  some  days,  happy  as 
usual,  but  at  length  he  “missed  them  from  the  ac- 
customed place.”  This  he  did  for  two  days,  until 
on  the  third,  feeling  uneasy  for  them  stopped  his 
gig  before  the  house;  alighted — rapped  at  the  door. 
No  one  answered;  silence  was  in  the  mansion.  He 
pushed  open  the  door  and  went  in.  There  lay  the 
husband  and  wife  on  the  floor — both  dead  of  the 
fever,  and  the  former  decaying.  The  child  was 
alive,  and  with  its  little  arms  around  the  dead 
mother’s  neck,  vainly  trying  to  draw  the  sustaining 
fluid  from  the  breast.  Dr.  L.  says  that  familiar  as 
he  is  with  scenes  of  death,  nothing  before  has  ever 
shocked  his  feelings  to  half  the  extent.  With  a 
praisworthy  benevolence  he  has  taken  measures  to 
have  the  infant  protected.  Such  is  “life  in  New 
Orleans.”  [iV.  O.  Times. 

The  vampire.  A great  deal  of  curiosity  was 
excited  on  Friday  among  the  loungers  in  St.  Katha- 
rine’s docks  by  a report  of  the  arrival  of  a real  live 
vampire.  So  many  horrible  associations  of  blood 
and  terror  are  connected  with  the  popular  ideas  of 
this  extraordinary  animal,  that  when  it  was  known 
that  one  had  actually  arrived,  a most  intense  desire 
was  manifested  to  obtain  a peep  at  it,  and  accord- 
ingly the  vessel  was  crowded  during  the  day  by 
hosls  of  curious  visiters,  until  its  removal  to  the  Sur- 
ry Gardens,  to  which  establishment  it  was  consign- 
ed. It  is  the  Sumatran  species,  and  the  first  living 
specimen  ever  seen  in  England.  It  is  one  of  the 
most  horrible  aspect  and  well  deserves  the  name  of 
Vespertilio  Spectrum , given  to  it  by  Linnareus,  re- 
maining constantly  suspended  to  the  roof  of  his  cage, 
by  the  immense  hooks  at  the  edges  of  the  wings, 
his  head  hanging  downwards,  and  his  eyes  glisten- 
ing with  most  vivid  brightness.  D’Azara,  the  cele- 
brated naturalist,  states  that  the  vampire  will  attack 
horses,  mules,  asses,  hornpd  cattle,  and  the 
crest  of  fowls,  who  generally  die  in  consequence,  as 
a gangrene  is  engendered  in  the  wounds.  Even  man 
himself  is  not  secure  from  these  insidious  assaults, 
as  D’Azara  says  he  can  bear  very  faithful  testimony, 
having  had  the  ends  of  his  toes  four  times  phlebo- 
tomized, gratis,  by  this  nocturnal  surgeon,  while 
sleeping  in  the  cottages  in  the  open  country.  The 
wound  is  not  felt  at  the  time  of  its  infliction,  as  the 
blood  is  withdrawn  by  the  most  gentle  suction,  en- 
tirely from  the  capilliary  vessels  of  the  skin,  and  not 
from  any  of  the  viens  or  arteries,  and  the  victim  is 
besides  lulled  into  a deep  slumber  by  the  flapping  of 


his  destroyer’s  wings,  who  fhus  enjoys  his  banquet 
undisturbed.  [London  paper. 

Daniel  Keeney.  This  is  the  name  of  the  cele- 
brated pilot  of  the  United  States  ship  of  war  when 
commor'ore  Decatur  commanded  her,  and  was  cruis- 
ing off  New  London  during  the  last  war.  We  saw 
recenlly  on  his  own  element  this  weather-beaten, 
solid  old  sailor,  and  he  related  to  us  with  great  satis- 
laction  the  following  circumstance:  commodore  De- 
catur had  sent  into  port  the  Macedonian  and  Hornet, 
while  he  in  the  United  States  was  closely  pursued 
by  the  Valiant,  an  English  seventy-four.  Keeney 
was  honored  with  the  entire  confidence  of  the  gal- 
lant Decatur,  and  his  minute  knowledge  of  the  na- 
vigation of  the  Sound  enabled  bun  to  run  the  United 
States  within  a few  yards  of  a sunken  rock,  then 
varying  his  course  some  what,  to  bring  the  hidden 
danger  exactly  in  line  between  his  own  ship  and  the 
Valiant,  pursuing  under  a heavy  press  of  canvass, 
the  adroit  pilot  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  his  en- 
emy strike  the  rock,  and  of  learning  that  the  Va- 
liant was  next  day  sent  to  Halfax  for  repairs.  The 
rock  has  ever  since  been  called  the  Valiant  Rock. 

[ Corsair. 

Distressing  accident.  We  learn  from  the 
Madisonian  that  a dreadful  accident  occurred  in 
Washington  city  on  Thursday  last,  by  the  sudden 
falling  in  of  the  12th  street  bridge  over  the  canal, 
while  the  stage  conveying  passengers  from  the  south- 
ern steamboat  was  on  the  same,  containing  between 
30  and  40  passengers.  By  this  casualty  an  indus- 
trious young  man,  the  son  of  a poor  widow,  was  de- 
prived of  life.  This  bridge,  having  the  appearance 
of  great  strength,  was  said  to  be  miserably  defec- 
tive in  its  plan,  as  well  as  in  its  timbers  which  were 
found  to  be  rotten.  The  only  wonder  is  that  so  tri- 
fling a damage  was  done. 

The  late  John  Fitch.  From  the  Norristown 
Herald.  Messrs.  Editors:  I was  pleased  to  see  in 
your  last  paper  an  extract  from  judge  Hall’s  notes 
on  the  western  states,  giving  credit  to  whom  credit 
is  due.  Fulton,  no  doubt,  deserves  credit  for  his 
improvement  on  steamboats,  but  the  credit  of  the 
invention  is  unquestionable  due  to  John  Fitch.  I 
was  personally  acquainted  with  him  at  the  time  he 
invented  the  steamboat.  He  lived  in  the  county, 
within  sight  of  my  father’s  residence,  near  the  line 
dividing  Bucks  and  Montgomery  counties.  I saw 
him  almost  daily.  Judge  Hall  is  mistaken  in  say- 
ing that  the  idea  of  wheels  had  not  occurred  to  Mr. 
Fitch;  but  instead  of  them  oars  were  used.  1 saw 
his  first  boat  on  the  Delaware,  that  indeed  was 
worked  with  oars.  But  he  actually  showed  me  a 
draft  or  model  of  wheels,  and  employed  me  (who 
was  a lad  at  that  time),  to  cut  out  of  wood,  small 
water  wheels,  as  models  by  which  to  have  large 
wheels  made  to  propel  his  boat.  But  why  he  never 
applied  them  to  his  boat,  I know  not;  probably  it 
was  for  want  of  pecuneary  ability  to  get  them. — 
He  was  in  embarrassed  circumstances — his  scheme 
was  considered  by  most  people  as  visionary,  and  he 
could  not  obtain  any  person  of  capital  to  aid  him. 
He  no  doubt  was  a very  ingenious  mechanic.  He 
was  not  only  a watchmaker,  but  a silver  smith;  he 
made  silver  spoons,  buckles  and  shirt  buttons  for 
sale,  also  brass  small  toolhed  combs,  and  crooked 
combs  for  ladies  to  put  up  their  hair.  All  the  pro- 
ceeds for  his  work  he  devoted  to  his  favorite 
scheme  of  steam  navigation.  He  also  learned  the 
art  of  surveying  while  he  lived  in  ray  neighborhood 
— and  took  a trip  to  Kentucky — made  many  actual 
surveys  there,  and  when  he  returned  made  a map 
of  Kentucky,  engraved  the  plate  himself,  and 
struck  off  a number  of  copies  by  the  use  of  ma- 
chinery of  his  own  construction — sold  those  maps 
about  the  country,  and  appropriated  the  proceeds 
to  his  favorite  scheme.  One  of  his  maps  I still 
have  in  my  possession.  I have  also  part  of  his 
surveyor’s  staff  in  my  possession.  The  facts  above 
stated  are  within  my  own  personal  knowledge. 

N.  B.  BOILEAU. 

An  African  sovereign.  The  September 
number  of  the  Missionary  Herald  contains  part  of 
a journal  sent  home  by  the  rev.  Mr.  Wilson,  detail- 
ing a sort  of  exploring  voyage,  made  last  spring, 
along  the  African  coast,  south  of  Cape  Palmas,  un- 
der orders  of  the  board.  The  writer  gives  us, 
among  other  novelties,  the  following  graphic  sketch 
of  a potentate  who  seems  to  be  a kind  ol  crude  Me- 
hemet  Ali,  on  smallerscale. 

“During  the  next  day  all  hands  on  board  were 
busily  engaged  in  receiving  and  weighing  camwood 
that  had  been  purchased  by  Krako,  the  man  from 
whom  the  town  receives  its  name,  for  captain  Law- 
lin.  I believe  this  town  w'as  founded  by  Krako  him- 
self, only  a few  years  since.  He  was  driven  from 
Rockboka,  or  thereabouts,  by  the  brutal  avarice  of 
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his  own  people,  and  he  founded  this  town  with  the 
hope  of  amassing  a fortune  where  he  might  enjoy 
it  in  security.  He  is  already  not  only  the  most  im- 
portant man  in  his  own  town,  but  of  all  the  sur- 
rounding country;  and  he  is  in  some  respects  one 
of  the  most  respectable  natives  I have  seen  on  any 
part  of  tlie  coast.  He  is  spare  made,  and  about  six 
feet  high.— ‘His  complexion  is  nearly  a jet  black, 
and  his  general  demeanor  sober  and  dignified.  He 
Was  al  ways  dressed  in  European  clothes,  and  his 
wardrobe  must  have  been  well  supplied,  for  we 
never  saw  him  in  the  same  suit  more  than  once, 
His  last  visit  to  the  vessel  was  the  most  imposing, 
for  he  had  decked  himself  in  his  very  best,  consist- 
ing of  blue  trowsers,  a handsome  naval  coat,  and 
a new  crimson  silk  hat;  but  withal,  barefooted!  As 
a native,  lie  is  not  less  remarkable  for  his  honesty 
and  fair  dealing.  Captain  Lawlin  had  no  fears  in 
trusting  him  with  goods  to  the  amount  of  $'1,000. 
He  lives  in  belter  style  than  the  generalily  of  his 
townsmen.  We  found  him  very  hospitable. 

His  dwelling  is  constructed  in  native  style,  but 
on  a larger  scale  than  usual.  It  is  of  an  oblong 
square,  perhaps  about  60  feet  long,  and  20  or  30 
wide.  It  is  partitioned  off  into  three  apartments, 
of  equal  size. — The  first,  through  which  we  passed, 
is  used  as  a store  room,  and  was  supplied  with  a 
pipicheon  of  rum,  a case  of  muskets,  a few  teeth  of 
ivory,  &c.  The  next  apartment  is  an  open  hall, 
with  no  furniture  except  a swinging  hammock. 
The  "next  is  occupied  as  a sleeping  room,  and  we 
were  forthwith  introduced  into  it.  In  one  Corner 
of  this  stood  a plain  pine  cupboard,  which  was  well 
furnished  with  decanters  of  water,  rum  and  wine. 
In  another  corner  stood  a handsome  French  hand 
organ,  so  that  we  were  entertained  with  music, 
Krako,  himself  acting  the  part  of  organist.  In  the 
third  corner  stood  a substantial  but  coarse  bedstead 
and  acomfortable  matress.  Wooden  chestsof  various 
sizes" were  placed  around  the  room,  covered  with 
cotton  cloth,  for  seats.  The  general  style  of  build- 
ing here  is  very  similar  to  that  in  the  vicinity  of 
Cape  Palmas,  and  the  habits  of  the  people  too  are 
also  similar.  Krako’s  town  is  one  of  the  four  set- 
lements  which  are  collectively  called,  by  foreigners, 
the  Bereby  country.  It  is  situated  about  70  miles, 
due  east  of  Cape  Palmas.  There  are  about  70 
houses  in  the  town,  am^the  number  of  inhabitants 
exceeds  300. — The  country  does  not  extend  over 
10  to  15  miles  along  the  coast.  Its  trade  is  in  oil 
camwood,  and  ivory.” 

INTERESTING  CORRESPONDENCE. 

To  his  excellency  Wm.  H.  Seward,  governor  of  the 
slate  of  New  York: 

Sir:  We,  the  undersigned,  Catholies  of  the  vil- 
lage of  Ogdensbttrg,  in  the  name  of  your  fellow 
brethren  of  the  same  creed,  approach  your  excel- 
lency with  feelings  of  the  highest  respect  and  ve- 
neration, for  the  kind  manner  in  which  you  have 
received  and  treated  our  worthy  pastor,  in  a case 
which,  in  our  opinion,  was  most  essential  to  one  of 
our  unfortunate  fellow  brethren,  lately  convicted  in 
Lewis  county,  and  to  express  our  humble  grati- 
tude in  a plain  but  heartfelt  manner,  to  you  in  this 
most  important  case.  Mildly  and  cordially  you  con- 
veyed your  sentiments  to  the  authorities  of  said 
county,  stating  in  a manner  worthy  the  gentleman, 
the  true  American  and  the  patriot,  showing  them 
first  the  laws  of  God  and  of  humanity,  and  also  the 
intention  and  meaning  of  those  most  salutary  laws 
of  this  republic — a republic  which  has  ever  been 
an  asylum  to  us  from  religious  persecution  in  our 
own  unfortunate  country,  and  you  have,  in  a few 
words,  explained  the  intention  of  the  laws  of  this, 
our  adopted  country,  through  which  explanation 
our  revered  pastor  gained  admission  to  the  unhappy 
culprit — an  admission  which,  in  our  religions  opi- 
nion, was  most  essential  in  aiding  to  future  happi- 
ness this,  our  unfortunate  brother. 

You  in  your  goodness  state  principles  and  facts 
which  must  have  been  dictated  by  an  over-ruling 
Providence,  and  prove  to  the  world  the  stability  of 
a republican  form  of  government — a form  of  go- 
vernment, which,  if  the  people  themselves  will 
only  be  holiest,  and  guided  by  that  all-seeing  Pro- 
vidence in  their  selection  of  men  to  carry  them 
out,  cannot  fail.  Without  any  attempt  at  flattery, 
this  act  of  your  humanity  and  kindness  only  adds 
one  more  to  the  many  you  have  done.  Though 
young  in  years,  your  humanity  and  kindness  early 
showed  itself  in  glowing  colors.  When  you  were 
appointed  agent  to  the  Holland  company,  in  your 
selection  of  officers,  your  conduct  to  those  settlers, 
without  the  distinction  of  country  or  creed,  gained 
for  you  a title  more  honorable  than  king  or  prince, 
and  more  lasting  than  either,  viz:  that  of  the  poor 
man’s  friend. 

In  that  case,  as  in  your  whole  life,  the  real  prin- 
ciples of  the  true  American  and  patriot  developed 
themselves.  Then  if  gratitude  be  due  you  for  this 


act  in  temporal  affairs,  how  much  more  gratitude 
should  we  Catholics  show  you,  who,  in  our  opi- 
nion, have  been  the  main  instrument  in  the  hand  of 
the  All  Seeing  God,  in  this  case  of  gaining  admit- 
tance for  our  rev.  pastor,  to  convey  the  spiritual 
comfort  to  this  unhappy  man,  which  in  our  opi- 
nion was  most  assential  to  his  salvation. 

We  conclude  this  our  humble  address  to  your 
excellency,  hoping  that  the  same  molives  which 
actuated  you  in  this  case,  and  which,  it  seems,  has 
always  actuated  you,  may  grow  up  with  you,  and 
that  your  course  may  be  prosperous  through  life, 
and  we  trust  that  every  Catholic  in  this  state  and 
in  the  entire  world,  may  greet  you  with  feelings  of 
respect,  and  hail  you  as  the  representitive  and 
friend  of  the  poor  and  oppressed,  as  has  been  your 
course  since  your  career  as  a public  man  com- 
menced. We  remain,  sir,  w ith  the  greatest  respect 
and  esteem,  your  excellency  \s  ever  faithful  and  de- 
voted servants, 


Rev.  Patrick  Foley, 
J.  Filzsimons, 
Cornelius  Leary, 

A.  G.  Cadier, 

John  McGoey, 

Peter  Kirwin, 

James  McGlue, 

A.  Croysby, 

James  Duffle, 

Mark  Keeley, 

John  Gormen, 

James  Feeley, 
Thomas  Dowd, 
Edward  Murphy, 
Thomas  Burk, 
Dennis  O’Brien, 
Thomas  Walsh, 
Charles  O’Donnell, 
Samuel  Wilson, 
Capt.  Collins,  Rossie, 
Thomas  Dowd, 

John  McAvoy, 
Nicholas  Carter, 

F.  Trudell, 

Bernard  McFauI, 


Matthew  Murphy, 
Ddmund  Bourke, 
Joseph  Harlney, 
Charles  McCarty, 
Dennis  Quill, 

Win.  O’Brien, 
Edward  Dempsey, 
Patrick  Owens, 
Patrick  Dargin, 
Edward  Kelly, 
Patrick  Green, 
Dennis  Kief, 

James  McMullen, 
James  Dowd, 

Hugh  Curry, 

John  Hanlon, 

A.  McGoodin, 

John  Harvey, 
Bernard  Keaton, 
John  Delaney, 
Patrick  Mackey, 
Patrick  Dowd, 
Michael  Carragher, 
John  Garragher, 
Patrick  Murray. 


GOVERNOR  s RKPLY. 

Gentlemen:  Had  I anticipated  in  past  years 
that  my  present  responsibilities  would  fall  upon  me, 
I should  not  have  been  until  now  a stranger  in  the 
northern  region  of  the  state.  Late  as  it  is  I ac- 
complish a long  cherished  desire  in  coming  here,  to 
learn  the  resources,  the  interests,  and  the  exigencies 
of  this  portion  of  the  state,  that  I may  be  more 
able  hereafter,  to  contribute  to  its  advancement  and 
the  prosperity  of  its  citizens. 

I have  come  among  you  neither  seeking  or  desir- 
ing any  public  demonstrations  of  kindness  or  re- 
spect. How  much  I am  gratified  by  the  welcome 
which  has  been  extended  to  me  by  ail  classes  of  my 
fellow  citizens,  I will  not  attempt  to  describe,  I 
pray  you,  however,  gentlemen,  to  be  assured  that 
no  incident  which  has  occurred  to  me  here,  and  no 
incident  which  has  ever  occurred  to  me,  has  affect- 
ed me  more  deeply  than  this  acknowledgment  of 
your  favorable  regard,  growing  out  of  my  action  in 
the  painful"  case  to  which  you  have  referred.  I 
know  that  you  have  overrated  the  merit  of  that  ac- 
tion, yet  I do  rejoice  in  every  occasion  to  vindicate 
fhe  democratic  principles  of  our  government,  and 
I have  seen  that  the  principle  involved  in  this  last 
occasion,  is  one  upon  which  there  is  too  often  a 
tendency  to  encroach.  I cannot  but  feel  that  the 
expressions  to  which  I have  listened,  proceed  from 
hearts  as  generous  and  unsophisticated,  as  the  ex- 
pressions themselves  are  ardent  and  unmeasured. 
The  principle  of  equal  toleration  of  religious 
creeds  lies  at  the  base  of  our  constitution,  and  side 
by  side  with  it  is  that  of  equality  of  social  and  po- 
litical rights.  As  I have  understood  the  theory  of 
our  government,  it  was  intended  not  only  to  secure 
to  native  citizens  life,  liberty  and  fhe  pursuit  of 
happiness,  but  to  offer  an  asylum  also  to  the  op- 
pressed of  all  lands. 

With  regard  to  those  who  avail  themselves  of  the 
invitation  thus  sent  abroad  throughout  the  earth,  I 
know,  as  a magistrate,  of  no  rule  of  action  but  to 
practice  that  equality  which  the  laws  prescribe,  as 
a citizen,  none  but  to  enquire  what  would  be  the 
rights  and  privileges  1 should  think  myself  entitled 
to  demand,  in  a country  whose  institutions  were 
established  for  the  purpose  of  affording  the  greatest 
measure  of  social,  polilica!  and  religious  liberty  to 
all  who  might  seek  their  protection.  As  an  Ame- 
rican citizen,  I should  certainly  expect,  in  any  such 
country,  whether  Catholic  oi  Protestant,  free  tole- 
ration  and  enjoyment  of  my  religious  faith  and 
worship,  That  toleration  and  enjoyment  I would 
secure  to  you,  and  to  all  others  who  may  seek  a 
refuge  here;  and  our  institutions  are  unworlhythe 
veneration  you  have  so  justly  expressed,  and  I en- 
tertain for  them,  if  it  cannot  safely  be  allowed. 


Accept,  gentlemen,  my  grateful  acknowledg- 
ments, and  my  ardent  wishes  that  your  pursuits 
may  be  rewarded  with  success,  and  that  the  God  of 
your  fathers  and  mine,  may  crown  your  lives  with 
prosperity  and  happiness.  WM.  H.  SEWARD. 


MR.  CLAY  AT  THE  FAUQUIER  SPRINGS. 

All  accounts  agree  in  representing  the  reception 
of  Mr.  Clay  at  the  Fauquier  White  Sulphur  Springs 
as  extremely  enthusiastic.  The  dinner  was  attended 
by  450  persons,  a large  portion  of  whom  were  ladies, 
w ho  kept  their  seats  to  the  last,  and  then  adjourn- 
ed to  the  ball  room.  We  mention  one  fact  with 
pleasure — some  of  the  vice  presidents  were  friends 
of  the  administration.  Mr.  Clay  proceeded  the  next 
day  to  Culpeper,  in  the  stage,  on  his  route  to  Ken- 
tucky, by  the  way  of  the  Greenbrier  White  Sul- 
phur. [Arena. 

From  the  Warrenton  Times. 

The  invitation  to  partake  of  a public  dinner  ten- 
dered to  this  distinguished  man,  [Mr.  Clay],  by 
the  visiters  of  the  Fauquier  White  Sulphur  Springs 
was  delivered  to  him  in  Baltimore  by  Messrs.  J.  K. 
Marshall  and  R.  E.  Lee,  a committee  appointed  lor 
the  purpose.  Mr.  Clay,  being  desirous  of  adhering 
to  his  original  purpose  of  travelling  as  a private 
citizen,  declined  the  honor  of  a public  dinner;  but, 
as  the  Warrenton  Springs  were  not  out  of  the  way 
in  his  return  to  the  west,  he  yielded  to  the  solicita- 
tion of  the  committee,  and  adopted  that  route.  By 
express  understanding  with  Messrs.  Marshall  and 
Lee,  he  was  to  have  been  received  without  form  or 
parade,  like  any  other  citizen.  His  purpose  was 
to  have  dined  at  the  Springs,  and  remained  there 
until  the  following  day;  dining  which  time  such  of 
our  citizens  as  desired  to  see  and  converse  with 
him  might  be  gratified. 

This  course,  marked  out  by  good  tasfe  as  well  as 
personal  convenience,  was  totally  frustrated  by  the 
universal  wish  which  pervades  all  ranks,  and  all 
parties,  to  do  honor  to  this  most  distinguished  citi- 
zen. The  intelligence  that  Mr.  Clay  would  reach 
the  Fauquier  Springs  on  Wednesday  at  an  early 
hour,  was  received  on  Tuesday  evening,  and  a 
meeting  of  the  visiters  was  immediately  held,  at 
which  the  arrangements  for  his  reception  were  en- 
tered into,  which  are  found  below.  On  his  arrival 
in  Warrenton,  Mr.  Clay,  contrary  to  all  prior  stipu- 
lations, found  himself  a prisoner  in  the  hands  of  a 
zealous  and  united  community.  He  had  been  in- 
vited to  come  amongst  us  by  men  of  all  parlies. 
Men  opposed  to  him  in  political  sentiments,  re- 
gardless of  the  calumny — of  the  vile  obloquy of 

the  degrading  slanders,  which  a reckless  party  press 
is  daily  heaping  on  him,  had  united  in  the  invita- 
tion; and  honorably  and  most  fully  did  all  redeem 
their  faith.  On  his  approach,  the  voice  of  party 
was  hushed — in  his  presence,  the  memory  of  heat- 
ed and  vindictive  crimination  was  Inst!  One  feel- 
ing, one  spirit  animated  the  breathing  mass  that 
surrounded  him— it  was  a feeling  of  gratitude  and 
veneration  for  the  high  service  he  had  so  often 
done  his  country — it  was  a scene  that  does  credit 
to  the  human  character,  and  illustrates  the  trium- 
phant power  of  truth  and  of  exalted  worth. 

A numerous  escort  accompanied  him  to  the 
Springs,  where  his  arrival  was  hailed  with  en- 
thusiastic cheering  by  a mixed  multitude  of  our 
citizens  and  of  visiters.  At  the  dinner,  judge  Scott 
presided,  and  was  assisted  by  Dr.  T.  T.  Withers 
Dr.  Nelson,  gen.  Botts,  Jno.  P.  Phillips,  (in  place’ 
of  judge  Field  not  present),  Inman  Honer,  Isham 
Keith  and  T.  B.  P.  Ingram,  in  the  place  of  general 
Wallace,  who  declined  to  act.  The  president,  on 
announcing  the  fifth  toast,  accompanied  it  with  a 
short  speech  deprecating  party  and  party  spirit  as 
the  greatest  evil  of  the  day.  His  remarks  were 
just,  and  delivered  in  his  happiest  style.  Mr.  Clay 
then  rose  and  uttered  a speech  of  about  thirty  mi- 
nutes’ continuance,  which  was  received  with  deaf- 
ening applause  by  tho  company.  At  the  close  of 
his  speech  he  gave  the  following  sentiment: 

“ Social  intercourse— -May  it  never  be  disturbed 
by  religious  or  political  divisions.” 

The  following  are  the  regular  toasts  given  at  the 
dinner; 

TOASTS, 

1st.  Our  country — 

“Breathes  there  a man  with  soul  so  dead, 

Who  never  to  himself  hath  said. 

This  is  my  own,  my  native  land.’’ 

2d.  The  memory  of  Washington. 

3d.  The  patriot  statesman  who  on  all  occasions 
is  ready  to  sacrifice  personal  or  party  advantages 
for  the  general  peace  and  welfare-of  his  country? 

4th.  The  American  union,  the  best  hope  of"  hu- 
man liberty. 

5th.  Our  distinguished  guest,  Henry  Clay — “The 
great  pacificator”  of  the  union.  We  welcome  cor- 
dially to  Virginia  her  own  illustrious  son. 
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6th.  The  memory  of  George  Wythe,  the  patron 
and  political  father  of  our  guest. 

7th.  The  ladie3  who  now  adorn  our  circle,  so- 
vereigns before  whom  freemen  may  bend  the  knee 
without  dishonor. 

8th.  Kentucky,  the  daughter  of  Virginia;  her 
sons  do  honor  to  their  ancestry. 

9th.  The  sovereignty  of  the  states,  the  king  post 
that  upholds  what  it  seems  to  load. 

10th.  The  presidential  chairof  theUnited  States, 
the  most  exalted  and  honorable  station  in  the  gift 
of  freemen.  May  it  ever  be  occupied  by  dignified 
talent  and  uncompromising  patriotism. 

11th.  The  county  of  Fauquier — Blessed  in  the 
abundance  of  her  resources,  and  ennobled  as  the 
birth-place  of  Marshall. 

12th.  The  cords  which  bind  our  union,  contrary 
to  the  laws  of  philosophy,  they  cannot  be.  strength- 
ened by  the  application  of  force. 

13th.  Old  Hanover  and  her  two  Henrys. 


ADMIRAL  SIR  ISAAC  COFFIN. 

From,  the  Boston  Transcript. 

There  were  some  things  about  this  personage,  too 
much  out  of  the  common  course  to  allow  of  Jetting 
him  go  down  to  his  grave  without  a volley.  Our 
readers  all  know  that  the  admiral  wTas  a Bostonian. — 
He  loved  to  speak  of  the  time  when  he  was  a “dirty 
faced  little  rascal,  licking  molasses  with  the  boys  on 
Long  wharf.”  Tnis  was  before  the  revolution. 
The  veteran  say  that  his  family — which  we  have 
always  heard  was  rather  of  humble  condition  than 
otherwise — resided  in  Providence  House  Court. 

Isaac  was  not  destined  however,  to  be  always 
licking  molasses.  Tnere  was  a spirit  in  him  which 
yearned  lor  activity  and  adventure,  and  we  find  him 
in  the  British  navy  at  a very  early  date.  In  this 
service  no  man  more  thoroughly  earned  that  ad- 
vancement and  reputation  which  are  both  so  hard  to 
be  earned.  He  went  regularly  and  rigorously,  we 
believe,  through  all  the  ordinary  grades,  till  he  reach- 
ed the  fourth  step  from  the  summit  of  a list  which 
i-i  always  long  enough  to  discourage  the  hardiest  as- 
pirant. During  this  long  service  he  must  have  lived 
over  strange  scenes.  Indeed,  we  know  very  well 
that  he  did  so,  and  can  only  regret  that  we  hear  no- 
thing of  a memoir  appearing  which  should  embody 
the  spirit  of  these  things. 

At  one  time,  the  duke  of  Clarence  was  under  him 
— as  midshipman,  we  believe.  William  got  greatly 
attached  lo  his  commander  too,  who,  though  “rude 
in  speech”  sometimes,  has  yet  as  the  Indians  say,  a 
soft  heart,  and  a large  one.  As  duke  and  king,  the 
middy  afterward  did  all  he  could  for  Coffin’s  promo- 
tion, nor  was  he  content  to  relinquish  his  society 
after  coming  to  the  throne. — It  is  about  three  years 
since  William,  inviting  him  to  dine,  was  informed 
by  the  admiral  that  the  gout,  his  great  enemy,  had 
wholly  disabled  him:  he  was  obliged  to  be  trundled 
about  in  an  easy  chair. — “Weil,  then,  come  with 
your  easy  chair,”  was  the  royal  sailor’s  response  to 
bis  old  comrade;  and  go  with  his  easy  chair  he  did. 
Hu  had  long  before  this  received  a splendid  medal 
on  some  occasion  from  his  sovereign’s  hand.  This 
he  carried  with  him  on  land  and  sea,  and  lie  had  it 
when  he  was  cast  a drift  on  the  Atlantic  ten  years 
ago  or  more,  by  the  burning  of  the  “Boston.”  It 
was  the  only  article  then  saved  out  of  all  his  chat- 
ties, but  his  happiness  was  complete  when  it  was 
held  up  to  him  on  captain  Mackays  deck,  while  the 
helpless  hero  lay  there  flat  on  his  back. 

This  we  have  from  a spectator  of  the  scene.  Our 
neighboi  Osgood  the  artist,  was  on  board  the  Bos- 
ton. He  describes  the  fire,  (lightning  in  a cotton 
ship)  and  the  whole  scene,  as  terrific.  The  sea  ran 
mountains  high,  and  it  seemed  doubtful  il  a boat 
could  live,  yet  the  admiral  never  blenched.  He  was 
disabled,  and  his  companions  were  very  anxious  to 
save  him.  Mr.  O.  says  that  as  several  were  about 
to  go  below  for  that  purpose,  they  encountered  the 
veteran  at  the  head  of  the  cabin  stairs.  He  having 
heard  of  the  danger  had  ascended  thus  far,  by  the 
assistance  of  his  servant,  and  with  great  and  painful 
exertion.  A mattrass  was  laid  in  the  whale  boat 
which  was  on  the  quarter.  On  this  he  was  placed, 
with  his  servant  by  his  side,  while  a man  was  sta- 
tioned at  each  tackle.  He  at  the  bows  seemed  well 
aware  of  the  critical  situation  in  which  they  were 
placed;  but  the  man  at  the  stern  took  out  his  knife, 
and  when  the  wave  rose  to  the  boat,  cut  the  tackle,  so 
that  when  the  latter  rose  again,  the  other  end  being 
fast,  the  boat  was  half  filled  with  water,  and  the  sai- 
lor at  the  stern  thrown  into  the  deep  By  this  time 
the  bow  tackle  was  unhooked,  the  boat  cleared  from 
the  side,  and  the  old  tar  taken,  half  drowned  from 
the  sea,  to  receive  a pretty  severe  reprimand  from 
the  fearless  man  whom  he  had  so  unintentionally 
immersed  in  a cold  bath. 

Thus  this  scene  went  on  till  all  were  afloat,  in 
boats,  three  hundred  miles  from  land.  One  soon 
died  of  exhaustion.  The  rest  were  on  allowance  of 


a third  of  a biscuit  and  a gill  of  water  a day. — The 
admiral  not  only  shared  all,  but  he  alone  kept  up  the 
life  of  the  company,  giving  them  every  encourage- 
ment, and  winding  up  occasionally  with  one  of  his 
best  songs.  “Oh,  my  lads,”  he  roared  out,  at  one 
time,  “don’t  look  so  eagerly  at  my  old  carcase. 
Here’s  a young  painter  will  make  a much  better 
meal!”  Fortunately  this  lasted  but  a night  and  a 
day.  The  passengers  got  into  this  port  not  long  af- 
ter. The  admiral  went  to  the  Tremont  again,  just 
as  if  all  was  not  lost.  Moreover,  he  sat  to  the  artist, 
and  paid  him  double  price.  He  also  gave  captain 
Mackay,  who  rescued  the  company,  a douceur  of 
five  hundred  dollars  and  a splendid  gold  watch. 

This  is  a long  story,  but  it  shows  the  whole  man. 
He  was  a sailor  of  the  old  school.  Smollet  would 
have  gloried  in  him,  but  he  was  too  good  for  Smol- 
let. With  all  his  little  eccentricities,  and  ill-disci- 
plined as  he  was,  there  was  a sound  sense  and  ster- 
ling Yankee  spirit  at  the  bottom,  which  still  kept  him 
erect,  and  sent  him  ahead.  Yet,  to  his  shrewdness 
were  added  a gallantry  and  generosity  that  flinched 
from  nothing.  His  impulses  were  noble,  and  he 
yielded  to  them.  He  once  comanded  a ship  when  a 
man  was  knocked  overboard  in  a gale;  his  comrades 
hesitated,  but  not  Coffin;  in  five  minutes  he  had 
the  fellow  on  deck  again,  heels  over  head.  “Ah, 
you  blackguard,”  he  cried,  as  he  shook  the  water 
out  of  his  trowsers,  “ You've  cost  me  a new  hat.” 

At  another  time  he  had  a fire,  suddenly  discover- 
ed below,  which  proved  to  be  close  to  the  magazine, 
and  even  the  old  sailors  were  so  frightened  that  60 
of  them  swam  ashore.  The  admiral,  however,  led 
on  the  rest  to  the  rescue,  and  the  fire  was  with 
great  exertions  extinguished.  As  to  liberality,  his 
character  is  well  known.  We  see  that  he  has 
lately  been  publicly  thanked  as  a leading  benefactor 
of  the  “naval  school.”  Everybody  knows  that  the 
Coffin  school,  consisting  chiefly  of  persons  of  that 
family,  has  long  been  flourishing  by  his  beneficence, 
at  Nantucket,  where  there  are  said  to  be,  at  least, 
500  of  the  name.  The  old  man  loved  America  best 
after  all.  There  was  nothing  like  Boston  to  him. 
Much  more  might  be  added  to  this  gossip,  but 
enough.  We  hope  that  3ome  of  the  admiral’s  co- 
temporaries, who  are  qualified,  will  let  us  hear  from 
them.  Meanwhile,  as  we  did  before,  they’ll  excuse 
this  “volley.” 


BARBADOES. 

From  the  New  Haven  Herald. 

From  this  island  we  have  received  our  usual  sup- 
ply of  journals  to  the  15th  inst.  The  Liberal  of  the 
10th  announces  that  the  small  pox  had  been  intro- 
duced into  the  island  by  the  barque  Glengary,  by 
a sick  man  who  was  landed  from  the  barque.  His 
disease,  on  examination,  had  been  declared  small 
pox.  He  was  on  shore  upwards  of  40  hours,  and 
then  sent  back  to  the  vessel,  which  was  placed  un- 
der quarantine.  The  West  Indian  of  the  11th  gives 
the  annexed  statement  of  the  produce  of  the  island 
for  1838  and  1839,  showing  a decrease  in  the  pre- 
sent year’s  crop  of  upwards  of 4, 000  hhds.  sugar  and 
2,500  puncheons  molasses. 

Sugar.  Molasses. 


Years. 

Hhds. 

Trs. 

Bbls. 

Puns. 

Hhds. 

Bbls. 

1838 

24,846 

1,314 

737  | 

6,915 

588 

209 

1839 

20,726 

992 

716  | 

4,418 

408 

139 

4,122 

322 

21  | 

2,497 

180 

70 

Crime  appears  to  be  increasing,  as  great  com- 
plaints are  made  of  the  frequent  robberies  comrait- 
ed,  and  of  the  police  being  unable  to  detect  the  of- 
fenders. 

Tobago.  Papers  to  the  4th  instant  only  have 
come  to  hand.  The  Chronicle  in  its  report  of  the 
present  system,  says: 

“It  would  afford  us  most  unfeigned  satisfaction 
to  be  able  to  notify  the  smallest  improvement  in  the 
conduct  of  cur  laboring  population:  but  we  regret  to 
say — and  we  do  say  so  on  the  general  authority  of 
those  in  charge  of  estates — that,  in  place  of  im- 
provement, a more  determined  resistance  seems  to 
have  sprung  up  and  to  be  daily  fostered  by  contract  or 
otherwise.  Almost  a general  understanding  seems 
to  exist  to  oppose  a passive  resistance  to  the  execu- 
tion of  all  contracts  voluntarily  entered  into  before 
the  special  magistrates;  and  rather  than  give  way,  to 
suffer  the  pecuniary  penalties  which  are  imposed 
for  a performance  of  the  stipulated  engagements.” 
[ Chronicle,  July  4. 

Too  much  indulgence  towards  the  laborers,  we 
have  always  thought  as  prejudicial  to  the  well 
working  of  the  new  system  of  labor,  as  too  much 
harshness.  A short  time  ago  a complaint  was 
brought  before  a stipendiary  magistrate  in  this 
island,  against  a manager,  for  having  struck  his  la- 
borer. The  magistrate  after  hearing  the  complaint, 
and  finding  the  charge  proved,  fined  the  manager 
ten  shillings,  whiGh  he  ordered  to  be  given,  in  way 


of  solatium,  to  the  man  who  had  been  struck.  Hie! 
quashie  naturally  thought  that  the  profits  on  the 
transaction  were,  after  all,  not  so  inconsiderable, 
compared  with  the  outlay;  and  that,  as  he  had  got 
a bad  character  from  his  master,  il  might  be  as  well 
to  see  what  he  could  make  out  of  it  in  the  way  of 
trade.  “Some  people  do,  you  known.”  Accord- 
ingly, but  one  night  had  passed  over,  during  which, 
we  may  suppose,  due  cogitation  occupied  his 
thoughts  previously  to  commencing  business  en- 
tirely on  his  own  bottom  and  backing,  when,  next 
day,  the  manager  had  scarcely  finished  breakfast,  as 
he  was  waited  on  by  quashie,  seemingly  desirous  of 
extending  business. 

If  there  could  be  any  doubt  on  this  head,  how- 
ever, it  was  quickly  removed,  by  his  telling  the  mana- 
ger he  he  wanted  him  to  strike  him;  “Trike  me,  saa, 
if  you  please;  ’trike  me,  saa.”  The  manager  be- 
ing of  an  obliging  turn,  and  this  being  implored 
simply  as  an  act  of  benevolence,  bestowed  not  only 
a sufficient  amount  to  cover  present  exigencies, 
but  left  also  a considerable  payment  to  account. — 
On  receiving  which,  quashie  instantly  repaired  to 
the  residence  of  the  magistrate,  and  laid  down  be- 
fore him  his  fresh  stock  of  woes,  a commodity  of 
“turn,  fum,”  bran  new — smoking  hot;  which,  in 
bulk  alone,  he  naturally  calculated,  would  keep 
him  comfortable,  wife  and  picaniny  for  a whole 
moon. 

The  magistrate  having  called  on  the  manager  for 
his  defence,  it  was  proved  by  witness  that  the 
thrashing  had  been  solicited  as  a particular  favor. 
Nature  often,  unassisted,  discovers  the  medicine  for 
her  own  ills.  The  case  was  dismissed.  Quashie 
repaired  to  his  handiwork,  vowing  that  they  might 
seek  to  profit  on  their  bad  character,  who  had  no- 
thing else  to  trust  to.  [Gazette  1st. 

St.  Vincent.  The  editor  of  the  Royal  Gazette 
has  had  two  actions  entered  againsl  him,  by  the 
celebrated  police  magistrate  Nanton,  for  libel. 
This  Mr.  Nanton  is  the  advocate  who  lately  defend- 
ed in  the  criminal  court  of  St.  Vincent  two  prison- 
ers, commuted  by  himself  for  theft! 

Jamaica.  The  following  letter  shows  the  state 
of  affairs  in  St.  Thomas  parish,  in  Jamaica,  and 
also  the  progress  the  mancipated  gentry  are  making, 
clearly  showing  that  the  “schoolmaster  is  abroad,” 
if  not  at  home: 

Extract  of  a letter  from  St.  Thomas  in  the  east, 
dated  27th  May,  1839 — “Affairs  here  are  going  on 
much  in  the  same  way,  every  one  doing  the  best  he 
can  to  get  th e wretched  crop  taken  off.  It  is  sor- 
rowful to  look  on  the  estates.  Oil  some  the  canes 
are  rotting,  on  others  the  negroes  are  employed  at 
exorbitant  wages  to  chop  them  down,  in  the  hone 
of  doing  better  next  year.  I have  fortunately  suc- 
ceeded middlingly  well,  considering  the  times.  I 
have  had  the  mill  constantly  about,  and  shall  finish 
crop  in  six  or  eight  weeks  hence,  and  shall  make 
as  much  sugar  as  I expected.  I have  in  a pretty 
decent  quantity  of  plants — all  my  forward  sprout 
rattans  are  cleaned,  which  I hope  will  tell  well 
next  crop.  I think  things  will  soon  turn  round  for 
the  better  if  salutary  laws  are  only  made  to  induce 
the  people  to  give  continuous  labor  for  (as  a matter 
of  course)  adequate  wages.” 

Enclosed  in  the  above,  were  the  two  following 
notes,  of  which  the  manager  on  the  property  states 
he  receives  three  or  four  such  weekly.  They  are 
unique,  and  show  that  quashie  will  not  be  done  out 
of  his  rights.  We  give  them  verbatim  et  literatim. 

tusday  mai  6 1839. 

my  der  sir 

i haven  clean  a kane  peace  an  hearn  yu  will  no 
pay  for  it  causin  thats  you  sais  it  no  don  accorden 
to  my  agreeman  me  tel  you  if  you  no  pai  me  the 
cash  don  whn  I com  i will  se  wether  me  ewt  no 
mak  you. 

I am  my  der  sur 
yours  sensearly 

inr  willam  ennes  esquire 
Friday  May  2nd  1839. 

Dear  sir  I am  consider  that  I done  your  justice 
right  for  building  your  posture  I was  waiting  upon 
your  leisare,  but  I was  taught  that  you  was  gone 
out  so  by  that  mean  I am  oblige  to  go  away 
I am  your  truly 

Mr  George  M Queen. 

The  article  annexed  from  the  Royal  Gazette  of 
the  18th  inst.  asserts  that  orders  have  been  receiv- 
ed to  throw  up  several  sugar  estates  from  the  im- 
possibility of  carrying  on  their  cultivation  under 
the  present  system. 

The  country.  We  are  extremely  sorry  to  learn 
from  a source  the  most  authentic,  that  from  the  im- 
possibility of  carrying  on  the  cultivation  with  any 
hope  of  success,  orders  have  been  given  to  throw 
up  several  sugar  estates.  This  is  certainly  to  be 
deplored,  for  we  were  sanguine,  that  with  the  re- 
turning energy  of  the  government,  and  the  diffe- 
rent policy  which  must  and  will  be  pursued  to- 
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wards  this  colony,  that  circumstances  would  mend, 
and  although  we  can  have  but  one  opinion  with  re- 
gard to  the  bulk  of  sugar  plantations,  still  it  grieves 
us  to  see  the  devastation  begun  so  early. 


•‘THE  COTTON  CIRCULAR.” 

From  the  Natchez  Free  Trader,  of  Aug.  12. 

The  further  ahusion  to  a circular  of  mine  of  the 
22d  October  last,  in  the  Manchester  Guardian,  and 
which  has  been  republished  in  this  country,  indu- 
ces me  to  lay  the  lollowing  letters  and  extracts  be- 
fore the  Mississippi  public,  and  which  1 hope  will 
be  satisfactory  to  ihem,  as  far  as  I am  concerned. 

In  the  lall  of  1837,  while  at  New  Orleans,  I had 
several  letters  addressed  ine  by  Mr.  D.  A.  Smith, 
(iny  father-in-law  and  friend  of  Mr.  Humphreys), 
lelative  to  my  removal  to  Natchez,  to  act  as  agent 
lor  the  new  firm  about  being  established  at  Liver- 
pool by  the  Rank  of  the  United  States,  when 
I finally  received  the  following  copy  of  a let- 
ter from  Mr.  Humphreys  to  Mr.  1).  A.  Smith: 

“ Philadelphia , October  12,  1S37. 

D.  A.  Smith,  esq.  Baltimore: 

“Since  your  departure  I have  had  some  further 
conversation  with  Mr.  Biddle,*  relative  to  consign- 
ments of  cotton  from  Natchez,  through  the  agency 
of  Mr.  John  Ingersoll.  It  will  be  quite  agreeable 
to  my  Liverpool  house,  Humphreys  and  Biddle,  to 
open  a credit,  confirmed  by  the  bank,  for  Mr.  In- 
gersoll to  value  on  Bevans  and  Humphreys,  &c. 

“If  this  understanding  is  in  accordance  with  the 
wishes  of  your  son,  I will  have  the  credit  prepared 
and  sent  to  him  immediately.  Say  to  what  extent 
does  Mr.  Ingersoll  think  he  will  be  able  to  operate. 
Very  truly  I am  yours, 

M.  HUMPHREYS.” 

To  which  I replied,  that  I would  remove  to  Nat- 
chez, and  take  charge  of  the  agency,  and  for  which 
I would  expect  a return  commission  of  one  per 
cent.  The  reply  to  which  was  a letter  of  credit, 
guaranteed  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
From  that  time  till  last  winter  (more  than  a year)  I 
went  on  inducing  consignments  of  cotton,  and  mak- 
ing advances  on  them,  by  means  of  bills  of  ex- 
change. Whilst  these  shipments  were  going  on 
last  season,  Humphreys  and  Biddle’s  letters  to  me 
frequently  boasted  of  their  ability  to  hold  over  cot- 
ton for  higher  prices,  &c.  and  urged  upon  me  the 
propriety  ol  my  making  my  Mississippi  friends  ful- 
ly to  understand  the  eliect  upon  their  interests  of 
their  resolute  resistance  of  the  course  pursued  by 
other  houses  in  the  American  trade,  of  which  the 
following  extract  is  an  example: 

[extract.] 

“Speculators  as  well  as  the  trade  appear  at  length 
to  be  aroused  to  the  probabilities  of  a diminished 
crop  in  the  United  States,  and  short  supplies  of  new 
cotton  early  in  the  season.  Our  determined  firm- 
ness in  holding  on  has  began  to  exercise  its  influ- 
ence by  inspiring  that  degree  of  firmness  to  busi- 
ness which  we  have  for  a long  time  been  striving 
to  accomplish. 

“it  now  appears  evident  that  we  shall  be  able  to 
maintain  the  market  in  the  healthy  condition  which 
it  has  at  last  assumed,  with  a progressive  improve- 
ment in  the  rates,  that  will  eventually  bring  out  all 
our  friend’s  consignments  with  an  average  profita- 
ble result.  Seeing  that  every  engine  has  been 
brought  to  bear  to  prostrate  our  exertions  to  this 
end,  such  as  the  influence  of  a succession  of  para- 
graphs in  the  public  prints,  the  course  adopted  by 
other  houses  in  the  American  trade,  in  forcing  sales 
early  in  the  season,  and  pressing  a market  already 
gorged,  we  trust  we  may  rely  upon  your  making 
your  Iriends  in  Mississippi  to  understand  fully  the 
erfect  which  our  resolute  resistance  to  the  current 
has  had  upon  their  interests.  Had  we  been  led  or 
driven  to  a different  course,  the  result  would  have 
been  a diminution  of  at  least  $10  per  bale  in  the 
proceeds  of  his  crop  to  the  American  planter. 

“We  remain,  very  respec  lully.  your  servants, 
“HUMPHREYS  & BIUDLE. 

“/.  Ingersoll, esq.  Natchez.” 

The  tenor  ol  their  correspondence,  induced  me, 
though  not  specially  instructed,  to  take  advantage 
of  the  emergency  of  a much  shorter  crop  than  they 
could  possibly  have  known  of  in  Liverpool,  to  is- 
sue my  circular,  the  receipt  of  which  is  thus  ac- 
knowledged by  Humphreys  and  Biddle: 

“ Liverpool , December  24,  183S. 

“Dear  sir:  Annexed  you  have  a duplicate  of 
our  last,  of  the  1.9th,  with  postscript  of  20th  inst. 
since  when  we  have  received  yours  of  20th  ultimo, 
and  have  given  due  honor  to  your  bills,  No.  140, 
£600;  No.  141,  £300;  No.  142,  £600,  which  we 
cliarge  to  your  account  against  shipments  of  cotton, 
which  you  advise  us  are  coming  forward  under  ad- 
vices from  you,  on  account  of  the  several  persons 
whom  you  name. 

"‘The  president  of  the  United  States  bank. 


We  have  observed  with  pain  that  your  circular 
of  the  22d  October,  addressed  to  the  planters  in 
your  neighborhood,  has  occasioned  an  undue  ex- 
citement in  New  York  as  well  as  in  other  Atlantic 
cites,  and  produced  a sympathetic  effect  here.  It 
is  right  to  caution  you  against  making  large  advan- 
ces under  a pledge  like  the  one  you  have  given  in 
your  letter;  we  would  not  accept  consignments  un- 
der such  a stipulation,  upon  which  more  than  thir- 
ty to  thirty-five  dollars  per  bale  had  been  advanced. 
That  is  enough  for  a business  transaction,  and  un- 
der it  we  should  be  disposed  at  all  times  to  hold 
cotton  for  a reasonable  length  of  time.  But  in  all 
cases  the  shippers  should  give  us  discretionary  or- 
ders as  to  sale,  as  we  can  certainly  judge  better 
here  of  the  proper  time  to  realize  than  they  can 
possibly  do  so  far  from  the  markets  of  consump- 
tion. We  have  no  idea  that  you  designed  your  cir- 
cular for  publication.  We  dislike  to  appear  in  the 
public  prints  at  all  times,  and  you  must  consider  all 
our  communications  as  confidential,  Your  obedi- 
ent servants,  HUMPHREYS  & BIDDLE. 

J.  Ingersoll,  esq,  Natchez.” 

This  letter,  I will  remak,  is  dated  only' eight  days 
prior  to  the  notice  of  Humphreys  and  Biddle,  in  the 
Times  of  the  1st  of  January,  (ordered  by  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States.)  in  which  they  say  they  had 
not  even  considered  the  circular  “worthy  of  no- 
tice.” 

The  following  paper  handed  me  by  D.  A.  Smith 
is  the  peace  offering  of  those  gentlemen — of  its 
sufficiency  I leave  the  public  to  judge.  I express- 
ed myself  satisfied  with  it,  though  I considered  it 
at  the  time  a very  jesuitical  document,  but  knew 
the  miserably  subservient  “vassalage  of  the  gentle- 
men,”  to  what  they  caffpd  “an  irresistable  influ- 
ence” (the  Bank  of  the  United  States)  would  not 
permit  a more  free  or  gentlemanly  acknowledgment 
of  the  error: 

“ Philadelphia , July  2,  1839. 

“From  conversation  with  Mr.  Dennis  A.  Smith, 
and  at  his  request,  it  affords  us  pleasure  to  state,  on 
the  subject  of  Mr.  John  Ingersoll’s  business  trans- 
actions with  Messrs.  Humphreys  and  Biddle  of  Li- 
verpool, that  in  his  conduct  of  that  business  we  saw 
nothing  to  induce  us  to  question  his  strict  integri- 
ty and  zeal  to  promote  the  interest  of  his  employ- 
ment. 

“In  the  denial  by  us  of  his  agency  or  authority  to 
bind  our  Liverpool  friends  for  the  performance  of 
the  stipulations  contained  in  his  circular  on  the  22d 
October,  1838,  it  was  not  our  intention  to  impeach 
his  integrity.  W e consider  it  an  act  of  inadvertence 
only.  BEVAN  & HUMPHREYS.” 

Subsequent  developments  have  fully  satisfied  me 
and  my  friends  (what  I did  not  at  the  time  expect) 
that  the  game  of  Mr.  Bidnle  and  his  cotton  house 
has  been  to  have  an  irresponsible  agency,  (if  I may 
so  term  it,)  i.  e.  that  they  might  derive  all  the  be- 
nefits with  the  advantage  at  any  time  of  disclaim- 
ing it;  hence  the  difficulty  with  me  of  refuting  their 
foul  insinuations;  though  I held  two  letters  of  cre- 
dit, one  for  a limited  and  the  other  for  an  unlimited 
amount,  it  would  have  been  necessary  to  publish  a 
correspondence  that  would  fill  a volume,  to  show 
my  true  relation  to  them;  and  to  which,  many  of' 
the  most  important  to  me  were  made  through  third 
persons,  friends  to  both  parties  whom  I was  loth  to 
draw  into  a disagreeable  matter  of  this  kind. 

Whilst  in  Philadelphia  recently,  Mr.  Cabot,  the 
active  partner  of  Bevan  and  Humphreys,  acknow- 
ledged to  me  that  he  had  opposed,  and  considered 
their  notice  of  the  7th  December  last  hasty;  that  he 
had  gone  out  of  town  a couple  of  days  to  avoid  its 
publication,  but  that  he  had  been  unable  to  resist 
the  influence  (the  Bank  of  the  United  States)  that 
required  it.  He  moreover  stated  to  a friend  of  mine 
that  Mr.  Nicholas  Biddle*  wrote  the  notice  himself, 
and  insisted  upon  its  publication. 

These  statements,  made  to  me  in  private  conver- 
sation, I cannot  of  course  prove,  but  hold  myself 
responsible  for. 

In  these  remarks,  1 have  endeavored  to  adhere  to 
facts  as  far  as  possible;  and  avoid  hard  words;  but 
at  the  same  time,  by  a limited  publication  of  this 
kind,  to  give  the  publication  a fair  view  of  the  mat- 
ter immediately  in  question. 

As  to  the  much  controverted  subject  to  the  illi- 
cit connection  of  Humphreys  and  Biddle,  and  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States;  of  how  they  got  the 
means  to  hold  200,000  bales  of  cotton  a whole  sea- 
son, when  the  season  before,  they  were  not  worth 
the  10th  part  of  as  many  dollars;  or  whether  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  did  really  purchase  cot- 
ton or  not;  these  are  the  subject  matters  that  do  not 
immediately  concern  this  notice,  but  could  be  dis- 
cussed in  future,  if  desired. 

JOHN  INGERSOLL. 

Natchez,  Aug.  12,  1839. 

*The  president  of  the  United  States  bank. 


A MOST  EXTRAORDINARY  DISCLOSURE 

The  facts  disclosed  in  the  subjoined  testimony, 
on  oath,  by  col.  Pleasonton,  of  Philadelphia,  are  so 
very  extraordinary,  that  nothing  short  ol  our  know- 
ledge of  the  high  character  and  personal  worth  of 
the  deponent  could  have  induced  us  to  believe  the 
reality  of  his  narrative.  As  it  is,  however,  the 
facts  which  he  relates  may  be  safely  pronounced, 
for  atrocity  and  diabolism  of  spirit,  without  prece- 
dent or  parallel.  [Nat.  Ini. 

From  the  Harrisburg  Chronicle. 

We  most  earnestly  call  the  attention  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Pennsylvania  to  the  horrible  disclosures  made 
below.  If  a baser  conspiracy  was  ever  contemplat- 
ed, we  have  yet  to  hearof  it.  The  person  given 
this  testimony  is  no  partizan;  a man  of  much  re- 
putation and  high  standing,  and  was  one  of  gen. 
Patterson’s  principal  officers,  when  that  officer 
marched  to  Harrisburg  to  quell  the  rioters.  Let 
the  people  read  and  reflect  over  these  horrid  dis- 
closures; let  them  pass  judgment  at  the  next  elec- 
tion on  a party,  the  leading  member  of  which  would, 
for  the  sake  of  aiding  that  party  in  its  wicked  pur- 
poses, thus  contemplate  the  destruction  of  human 
life  by  the  thousand. 

A.  J.  Pleasonton  appeared  before  the  committee, 
and,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposed  as 
follows: 

Question.  Please  to  state  any  conversation  you 
had  with  any  person  connected  with  the  late  dis- 
turbances at  Harrisburg;  or  a member  of  either 
branch  of  the  legislature  in  relation  to  the  intention 
of  the  committee  of  safety,  or  of  those  who  acted 
with  them,  tearing  up  the  rail  road,  or  any  other 
act,  so  as  to  prevent,  the  troops  under  gen.  Pater- 
son’s command  reaching  Harrisburg. 

Answer.  I do  not  know  what  ihe  intention  of 
the  committee  or  those  connected  with  them  was; 
I had  no  conversation  with  any  one  on  the  subject 
of  the  intention  of  those  persons;  I have  no  know- 
ledge of  any  thing  done  in  Philadelphia,  except 
such  as  is  derived  from  common  rumor.  It  was 
currently  reported  every  where  in  Philadelphia, 
before  the  troops  left  for  Harrisburg,  that  they 
would  be  prevented  from  marching,  or  would  be 
obstructed  in  their  progress  to  the  state  capitol, 
and  the  means  to  accomplish  this  was  said  to  be 
the  removal  of  some  of  the  rails  on  the  railway. 
There  was  much  excitement  in  Philadelphia  on  the 
reception  of  the  governor’s  orders,  and  the  rumois 
assumed  the  complexion  of  the  political  parties  who 
originated  them.  I had  been  informed  by  general 
Patterson  that  the  persons  who  were  to  have  re- 
moved the  rails  w'ere  prevented  from  so  doing  by 
the  interference  of  some  of  the  officers  of  the  vo- 
lunteers themselves,  who  represented  to  them  the 
injury  that  would  result  to  their  friends  from  the 
execution  of  such  an  intention. 

Question  by  Mr.  Barclay.  Please  to  state  whether 
you  had  any  conversation  with  any  of  the  Van 
Buren  members  of  either  branch  of  the  legislature 
as  to  what  the  Van  Buren  party,  or  any  portion  of 
it,  designed  to  do  ir.  order  to  prevent  the  troops 
under  gen.  Patterson  from  reaching  Harrisburg? 

Answer.  On  the  20th  ot  January  last  I called  to 
see^col.  McElwee,  a member  of  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives from  Bedford,  on  some  public  busi- 
ness, at  his  lodgings  in  the  evening.  He  was  un- 
dressed, and  about  to  go  to  bed,  but  entered  into 
conversation  with  me  on  the  subject  of  my  busi- 
ness; in  the  course  of  which  he  referred  to  the  cha- 
racter of  the  volunteer  troops  from  Philadelphia, 
who  had  been  in  service  in  the  preceding  monlh  of 
December  at  this  place.  He  spoke  very  favorably 
of  them,  and  said  that  it  was  well  for  them  that 
so  many  of  them  were  democrats  as  otherwise  they 
would  never  have  lived  to  have  reached  Harrisburg. 
He  then  stated  that  on  the  announcement  here  that 
the  troops  from  Philadelphia  would  obey  the  order 
of  the  governor,  and  would  march  for  Hariisburg, 
it  was  agreed  by  himself  and  two  or  three  others 
whom  he  did  not  name,  to  prevent  their  arrival 
at  this  place  at  all  hazards,  supposing  at  the  mo- 
ment that,  as  the  troops  belonged  to  Philadelphia, 
they  were  all  whigs,  and  favorable  to  the  state 
administration.  To  carry  out  this  agreement,  he 
said  it  was  determined  to  remove  a few  of  the 
rails  on  the  rail  road  at  the  most  dangerous  part  of 
it,  and  also  to  form  a mine  under  the  most  exposed 
part,  to  be  filled  with  gunpowder,  so  that  in  the 
confusion  which  would  arise  from  the  train  of  cars 
containing  the  troops  being  overthrown  by  thus 
running  off  the  track,  ihe  mine  might  be  sprung,  and 
the  ivhole  body  of  ihem  be  blown  into  the  air  together! 
For  this  purpose,  he  himself  had  purchased  three 
barrels  of  gunpowder,  and  said  that  he  had  paid 
forty  dollars  out  of  his  own  pocket  for  the  pur- 
chase. To  convince  me  that  he  was  serious  in 
what  he  stated  to  have  been  their  design,  he  further 
said  that  his  associates  therein,  were  men  of  tried 
courage,  and,  having  been  officers  of  the  arrnydur- 
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ing  the  late  war,  knew1  how  to  execute  the  project 
they  had  conceived. 

This  design  was  abandoned  by  them  in  conse- 
quence of  infirmation  having  been  received  sub- 
sequently to  the  purchase  of  the  gunpowder,  that 
the  troops  then  on  their  route  from  Philadelphia 
were  not  all  of  the  same  political  party,  a large  por- 
tion of'  them  belonging  to  the  democratic  party,  to 
which  col.  McElwee  and  his  associates  in  this  de- 
sign also  belonged.  He  further  said  that  it  was  to 
this  circumstance  alone  that  the  arrival  of  the 
troops  from  Philadelphia  at  Harrisburg  without  in- 
jury or  loss  was  to  be  attributed.  The  design  was 
abandoned  because  it  would  have  been  impossible 
to  have  separated  the  democrats  from  the  whigs  in 
its  execu  ion,  and  protected  them  from  the  danger 
of  the  explosion.  A.  J.  PLE  ASONTON? 

Col.  Pleasonton  in  ex/Aanation. 

I deem  it  proper  to  slate  to  the  committee,  lrst 
some  persons  might  suppose  that  I had  been  in- 
strumental in  causing  my  testimony  on  this  subject 
to  be  adduced,  that  I have  never  mentioned  this 
conversation  before  my  examination  to-day  to  any, 
but  to  one  gentleman  from  a neighboring  state,  who 
was  casually  here  in  attendance  on  public  business, 
and  with  whom  I was  in  the  habit  ol  daily  inter- 
course. 

When  on  the  eve  of  his  departure  from  Harris- 
burg, he  incautiously  repeated  the  substance  of  this 
conversation  to  a member  of  the  senate,  and  men- 
tioned my  name  as  that  of  his  authority  for  his 
statement.  That  senator  caused  me  to  be  subpoe- 
naed as  a witness  before  this  committee.  When  [ 
learned  for  what  object  I had  been  thus  subpoe- 
naed, I declined  to  give  my  testimony  until  I had 
stated  these  circumstances  to  colonel  McElwee. 
This  I did  this  morning.  Colonel  McElwee  made 
no  objections  to  my  given  his  conversation  in  evi- 
dence, and  accordingly  I have  answered  the  ques- 
tion which  the  committee  have  proposed  to  me. 

A.  J.  PLEASONTON. 


LIABILITIES  OF  STAGE  OWNERS. 

At  the  late  term  of  the  supreme  court  of  the 
United  States,  a case  was  decided  of  great  public 
interest,  and  with  the  permission  of  Mr.  Peters,  the 
reporter,  we  publish  the  points  decided,  and  which 
must  hereafter  rule  the  conduct  of  the  proprietors  of 
stage  coaches.  [Phil.  Nat.  Gaz. 

William,  B.  Stokes,  plaintiff  in  error,  vs.  Francis  W. 

Saltonstall. 

In  September,  1837,  the  defendant  in  error,  Mr. 
Saltonstall,  instituted  an  action  in  the  circuit  court 
of  Maryland,  for  the  recovery  of  damages  against 
the  defendant,  the  owner  of  a line  of  stages  for  ear- 
rying  passengers  from  Baltimore  to  Wheeling.  On 
the  6ih  of  December,  1836,  Mr.  Saltonstall  and  his 
wife  were  passengers  in  the  stage,  and  by  the  care- 
lessness, uuskilfuluess  and  default  of  the  driver,  the 
stage  was  upset  and  Mrs.  Saltonstall  mos.  severely 
injured.  The  jury  found  a verdict  for  the  plaintiff 
for  seven  thousand  dollars,  and  exceptions  having 
been  taken  to  the  charge  of  the  court,  the  defendant, 
Mr.  Stokes,  prosecuted  a writ  of  error  to  the  su- 
preme court.  , 

After  full  argument  by  very  able  counsel,  the  fol- 
lowing principles  were  sustained  by  the  unanimous 
opinion  of  the  court,  delivered  by  Mi.  Justice  Bar- 
bour. 

1.  In  an  action  against  the  owners  of  a stage  coacli 
used  for  carrying  passengers,  tor  an  injury  sustain- 
ed by  the  wife  of  one  of  the  passengers  by  the  up- 
setting of  the  coach,  the  owner  is  not  liable,  unless 
the  injury  was  occasioned  by  the  negligence  or  want 
of  proper  skill  or  care  in  the  driver  ol  the  carriage, 
in  which  he  and  his  wife  were  passengers;  and  the 
facts  that  the  carriage  was  upset  and  tiie  plaintiff’s 
wile  injured,  are  prirna  facie  evidence  that  there 
was  carelessness,  or  negligence,  or  want  of  skill  on 
the  part  of  the  driver;  and  throws  upon  the  defend- 
ant the'  burden  of  proving  that  the  accident  was  not 
occasioned  by  the  driver’s  fault. 

2.  It  being  admitted  that  the  carriage  was  upset 
and  the  plaintiff’s  wife  injured,  it  was  incumbent  on 
the  defendant  to  prove  that  the  driver  was  a person 
of  competent  skill,  of  good  habits  and  in  every  re- 
spect qualified  and  suitably  prepared  for  the  business 
in  which  he  was  engaged,  and  that  he  acted  on  this 
occasion  with  reasonable  skill  and  with  the  utmost 
prudence  and  caution,  and  if  the  disaster  in  question 
was  occasioned  by  the  least  negligence,  or  want  of 
skill  or  prudence  on  his  part,  then  the  defendant  is 
liable  in  this  action. 

3.  If  there  was  no  want  of  proper  skill,  or  care, 
or  caution  on  the  part  of  the  driver,  and  the  stage 
was  upset  by  the  act  of  the  plaintiff  or  his  wife,  in 
rashly  and  improperly  springing  from  it,  then  the 
defendant  is  not  liable  to  this  action;  but  if  the  want 
of  proper  skill  or  care  of  the  driver  placed  the  pas- 
sengers in  a state  of  peril,  and  they  had  at  that  time 
a reasonable  ground  for  supposing  that  the  stage 


Would  upset,  or  that  the  driver  was  incapable  of 
managing  his  horses,  the  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  re- 
cover; although  the  jury  may  believe,  from  the  po- 
sition in  which  the  stage  was  placed  by  the  negli- 
gence of  the  driver,  the  attempt  of  the  plaintiff  or 
his  wife  to  escape  may  have  increased  the  peril,  or 
even  caused  the  stage  to  upset;  and  alt  ough  they 
may  also  find  that  the  plaintiff  and  his  wife  would 
probably  have  sustained  little  or  no  injury  if  they 
had  remained  in  the  stage. 

4.  If  the  driver  was  a person  of  competent  skill, 
and  in  every  respect  qualified  and  suitably  prepared 
for  the  business  in  which  he  was  engaged,  and  the 
accident  was  occasioned  by  no  fault,  or  want  of  skill 
or  care  on  his  part,  or  that  of.  the  defendant  or  his 
agenls,  but  by  physical  disability,  arising  from  ex- 
treme and  unusual  cold,  which  rendered  him  inca- 
pable, for  file  time,  to  do  his  duty,  then  the  owner 
of  the  stage  is  not  liable  in  an  action  for  damages 
for  an  injury  to  one  of  the  passengers. 

THE  “SUSPICIOUS  LOOKING  SCHOONER” 
CAPTURED. 

From  the  New  London  Gazette. 

We  subjoin  the  official  account  ol  the  capture, 
very  politely  furnished  to  us  by  one  of  the  officers: 
'■■United  States  brig  Washington, 

“ New  London,  August  26,  1839. 

“Whilst  this  vessel  was  sounding  this  day  between 
Gardner’s  and  Montauk  Points,  a schooner  was  seen 
lying  in  shore  off  Culloden  Point,  under  circum- 
stances so  suspicious  as  to  authorise  lieut.  com. 
Gedney  to  stand  in  to  see  what  was  her  character. 
Seeing  a number  of  people  on  the  beach  with  carts 
and  horses,  and  a boat  passing  to  and  fro,  a boat  was 
armed  and  despatched  with  an  officer  to  board  her. 
On  coming  alongside,  a number  of  negroes  were  dis- 
covered on  her  deck,  and  twenty  or  thirty  more  on 
the  beach.  Two  white  men  came  forward  and 
claimed  the  protection  of  the  officer. 

“The  schooner  proved  to  be  the  ‘Amistad,’ capl. 
Ramonfiues,  from  the  Havana  bound  to  the  Guana- 
ja,  Port  Principe,  with  54  blacks  and  two  passengers 
on  boaid.  The  former,  four  nights  after  they  were 
out,  rose  and  murdered  the  captain  and  three  of  the 
crew;  they  then  took  possession  of  the  vessel,  with 
the  intention  of  returning  to  the  coast  of  Africa. — 
Pedro  Montez,  passenger,  and  Jose  Ruiz,  owner  of 
the  slaves  and  part  of  the  cargo,  were  only  saved  to 
navigate  the  vessel.  After  boxing  about  for  four 
days  in  the  Bahama  channel,  the  vessel  was  steered 
lor  the  island  ol  St.  Andrews,  near  New  Providence; 
from  thence  she  went  to  Green  Key,  where  the 
blacks  laid  in  a supply  of  water.  Alter  leaving  this 
place,  the  vessel  was  steered  by  Pedro  Montez  for 
New  Providence,  the  negroes  being  under  the  im- 
pression that  she  was  steering  for  the  coast  of  Afri- 
ca; they  would  not,  however,  permit  her  to  enter 
the  port,  but  anchored  every  night  off  the  coast. — 
The  situation  of  the  two  whites  was  all  this  time 
truly  deplorable,  being  treated  with  the  greatest  se- 
verity; and  Pedro  Montez,  who  had  charge  of  the 
navigation,  was  suffering  from  two  severe  wounds — 
one  in 'the  head  and  one  in  the  arm — their  lives 
threatened  every  instant.  He  was  ordered  to  change 
the  course  again  for  the  coast  of  Africa,  the  negroes 
themselves  steering  by  the  sun  in  the  day  time, 
whilst  at  night  he  would  alter  their  course  so  as  to 
bring  them  back  to  their  original  place  of  destina- 
tion. They  remained  three  days  off  Long  Island, 
to  the  eastward  of  Providence,  after  which  time  they 
were  two  months  on  the  ocean,  sometimes  steering 
to  the  eastward,  and,  whenever  an  occasion  would 
permit,  the  whites  would  alter  the  course  to  the 
northward  and  westward,  always  in  hopes  of  falling 
in  with  some  vessels  of  war,  or  being  enabled  to 
run  into  some  port,  when  they  would  be  relieved 
from  their  horrid  situation.  Several  times  they  were 
boarded  by  vessels — once  by  an  American  schooner 
from  Kingston;  on  these  occasions  the  whites  were 
ordered  below,  while  the  negroes  communicated 
and  traded  with  the  vessel;  the  schooner  from  King- 
ston supplied  them  with  one  demijohn  of  water  for 
the  moderate  sum  of  one  doubloon.  This  schooner, 
whose  name  was  not  ascertained,  finding  that  the 
negroes  had  plenty  of  money,  remained  lashed 
alongside  the  ‘Amistad’  for  twenty-four  hours, 
though  they  must  have  been  aware  that  all  was  not 
right  on  board,  and  probably  suspected  the  character 
of  the  vessel.  This  was  on  the  18th  of  the  present 
month.  The  vessel  was  steered  to  the  northward 
and  westward,  and  on  the  20th  instant,  distant  from 
New  York  25  miles,  the  pilot  boat  No.  3 came 
alongside,  and  gave  the  negroes  some  apples.  She 
was  also  hailed  by  No.  4.  When  the  latter  boat 
came  near,  the  negroes  armed  themselves,  and  would 
not  permit  her  to  board  them.  They  were  so  exas- 
perated with  the  two  whites  for  bringing  them  so 
much  out  of  the'r  way  that  they  expected  every  mo- 
ment to  be  murdered.  On  the  24th  they  made  Mon- 
tauk light,  and  steered  for  it  in  the  hope  of  running 


the  vessel  ashore,  but  the  tide  drifted  them  up  the 
bay,  and  they  anchored  where  they  were  lound  by 
the  brig  Washington,  off  Culloden  Point.  The  ne- 
groes were  found  in  communication  with  the  shore, 
where  they  laid  in  a fresh  supply  of  w ates,  and  were 
on  the  point  of  sailing  again  lor  the  coast  of  Africa. 
They  had  a good  supply  of  money  with  them,  some 
of  which,  it  is  likely,  wras  taken  by  the  people  on 
the  beach.  After  they  were  disarmed,  and  sent  on 
board  from  the  beach,  the  ringleader  jumped  over- 
board with  three  hundred  doubloons  about  him,  the 
property  of  the  captain,  all  of  which  he  succeeded 
in  losing  from  his  person,  and  then  permitted  him- 
self to  be  captured.  The  schooner  w as  taken  in  tow 
by  the  brig,  and  carried  into  New  London.” 

Tuesday,  12  o’clock  A.  M We  have  just  return- 
ed from  a visit  to  the  Washington  and  her  prize, 
which  are  riding  at  anchor  in  the  bay  near  the  fort. 
On  board  the  former,  w e saw  and  conversed  with 
the  two  Spanish  gentlemen  who  were  passengers  on 
board  the  schooner,  as  well  as  owners  of  the  negroes 
and  most  of  the  cargo.  One  of  them,  Jose  Ruiz,  is 
a very  gentlemanly  and  intelligent  young  man,  and 
speaks  English  fluently.  He  was  the  owmer  ol  most 
of  the  slaves  and  cargo,  which  he  was  conveying  to 
his  estate  on  the  island  of  Cuba.  The  olher,  Pedro 
Montez,  is  about  fifiy  years  of  age,  and  is  the  owner 
of  three  of  the  slaves.  He  was  formerly'  a ship  mas- 
ter, and  has  navigated  the  vessel  since  her  seizure 
by  the  blacks.  Both  of  them,  as  may  be  naturally 
supposed,  are  most  unfeignedly  thankful  for  their 
deliverance.  Jose  Ruiz  is  the  most  striking  in- 
stance of  complacency  and  unalloyed  delight  we 
ever  witnessed,  and  it  is  not  strange,  since  only  yes- 
terday his  sentence  was  pronounced  by  the  chief  of 
the  buccaniers,  and  his  death  song  chanted  by  the 
grim  crew,  who  gathered,  with  uplifted  sabres 
around  his  devoted  head,  which  as  well  as  his  arms, 
bear  the  scars  of  several  wounds  inflicted  at  the  time 
of  the  murder  of  the  ill-fated  captain  and  crew.  He  sat 
smoking  his  Havana  on  the  deck,  and,  to  judge  from 
the  martyr-like  serenity  of  his  countenance,  his  emo- 
tions are  such  as  larely  stir  the  heart  of  man.  When 
Mr.  Porter,  the  piize  master,  assured  him  of  his 
safety,  he  threw  his  arms  around  bis  neck,  while 
gushing  tears,  coursing  down  his  furrowed  cheek, 
bespoke  the  overflowing  transports  of  his  soul. — 
Every  now  and  then  he  clasps  his  hands,  and,  with 
uplifted  eyes,  gives  thanks  to  “the  Holy  Virgin,” 
who  had  led  him  out  of  all  his  troubles.  Senor  Ruiz 
has  given  us  two  letters  for  his  agents,  Messrs. 
Shelton,  Brothers,  & Co.  of  Boston,  and  Peter  A. 
Harmony  & Co.  of  New  York.  It  appears  that  the 
slaves,  the  greater  portion  of  whom  were  his,  were 
very  much  attached  to  him,  and  had  determined, 
after  reaching  the  coast  of  Africa,  to  allow  him  to 
seek  his  home  what  way  he  could,  while  his  poor 
companion  was  to  be  sacrified. 

With  capt.  Gedney,  the  surgeon  of  the  port,  and 
others,  we  visited  the  schooner,  which  is  anchored 
within  musket  shot  of  the  Washington,  and  there 
we  saw  such  a sight  as  we  never  saw  before,  and 
never  wish  to  see  again.  The  bottom  and  sides  of 
this  vessel  are  covered  with  barnacles  and  sea-grass, 
while  her  rigging  and  sails  present  an  appearance 
worthy  of  the  Flying  Dutchman,  alter  her  fabled 
cruise.  She  is  a Baltimore  built  vessel,  of  match- 
less model  for  speed,  about  120  tons  burden,  and 
about  six  years  old.  On  her  deck  were  grouped, 
amid  vaiious  goods  and  arms,  the  remnant  of  her 
Etliiop  crew,  some  decked  in  the  most  fantastic  man- 
ner in  the  silks  and  finery  pilfered  from  the  cargo, 
while  others,  in  a state  of  nudity,  emaciated  to  mere 
skeletons,  lay  coiled  on  the  decks.  Here  could  be 
seen  a negro  wdth  white  pantaloons  and  the  sable 
shirt  which  nature  gave  him,  and  a planter’s  broad- 
brimmed  hat  upon  his  head,  with  a string  of  gew- 
gaws around  his  neck;  and  another  with  a linen 
cambric  shirt,  wdiose  bosom  was  worked  by  the 
hand  of  some  dark-eyed  daughter  of  Spain,  while 
his  nether  proportions  were  enveloped  in  a shawl 
of  gauze  of  Canton  crape.  Around  the  windlass 
W'ere  gathered  the  three  little  girls,  from  8 to  13 
years  of  age,  the  very  images  of  health  and  gladness. 

Over  the  deck  weie  scattered,  in  the  most  wanton 
and  disorderly  prolusion,  raisins,  vermicelli,  bread, 
rice,  silk  and  cotton  goods.  In  the  cabin  and  hold 
were  the  marks  of  the  same  wasteful  destruction. — 
Her  cargo  appears  to  consist  ol  silks,  crapes,  cali- 
coes, cotton  and  fancy  goods  of  various  descriptions, 
glass  and  hardware,  bi  idles,  saddles,  holsters,  pic- 
tures, looking  glasses,  books,  fruits,  olives  and  olive 
oil,  and  “other  things  too  numerous  to  mention” — 
which  are  now  all  mixed  up  in  a strange  and  fan- 
tastic medley.  On  the  forward  hatch,  we  uncon- 
sciously rested  our  hand  on  a cold  object,  which  we 
soon  discovered  to  be  a naked  corpse,  enveloped  in 
a pall  of  black  bombasin.  On  removing  its  folds, 
we  beheld  the  rigid  countenance  and  glazed  eye  of 
a poor  negro  wdio  died  last  night.  His  mouth  was 
unclosed,  and  still  wore  the  ghastly  expression  of  his 
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last  struggle.  Near  by  bin),  like  some  watching 
fiend,  sat  the  most  horrible  creature  we  ever  saw  in 
human  shape — an  object  of  terror  to  the  very  blacks, 
who  said  that  he  was  a cannibal.  His  teeth  pro- 
jected at  almost  right  angles  from  his  mouth,  while 
his  eyes  had  a most  sa\  age  and  demoniac  expression. 

Further  particulars  concerning  the 
schooner  Amistad.  Tne  following  letter  from 
the  New  London  Gazette  office,  gives  further  par- 
ticulars concerning  the  Spanish  schooner,  and  as 
every  thing  relating  to  this  subject  is  read  with  great 
interest,  vve  lay  it  before  our  readers. 

New  London  Gazelle  office,  Aug.  30,  1839. 

We  regret  to  see  in  some  of  your  papers  com- 
plaints that  they  were  not  duly  supplied  with  the 
particulars  concerning  the  capture  of  the  Amistad. 
As  one  of  the  conductors  of  the  press  in  your  city, 
from  whom  we  have  received  repeated  marks  of 
editorial  courtesy,  expresses  some  surprise  that  we 
had  not  furnished  him  with  the  earliest  intelligence 
on  this  subject,  we  deem  it  due  to  ourselves  to 
state,  that  when  we  were  called  on  by  captain  Ged- 
ney  at  12  o’clock  on  the  night  of  the  26th,  the  first 
thing  we  did,  after  despatching  an  express  for  the 
marshal,  was  to  write  a minute  account  to  one  ol 
your  daily  papers,  with  a request  that  yourself  and 
others,  should  be  supplied  immediately  with  a copy 
of  the  same.  As  we  have  seen  no  publication  of 
this,  it,  probably  owing  to  the  tardiness  and  irregu- 
larity of  the  mail,  was  not  received  till  after  the 
publication  of  the  Gazette.  In  addition  to  this,  the 
first  papers  that  were  printed  at  Ihis  office  on  the 
evening  of  the  2Sth,  were  sent  by  private  convey- 
ance to  Stonington  to  the  agents  of  the  New  York 
boats,  who  delivered  them  promptly  the  next  morn- 
ing. This  much  to  exonerate  ourselres  from  any 
imputation  of  a want  of  professional  courtesy. 

It  is  a source  of  regiet  that  several  of  your  papers, 
with  no  other  authority  than  mere  rumor,  have  pub- 
lished accounts,  which,  if  credited,  must  deprive 
those  to  whom  it  is  due,  of  their  just  share  of  credit 
in  this  capture.  It  has  been  slated  that  capt.  Ged- 
ney  was  not  on  board  the  Washington  at  the  time 
the  schooner  was  seized.  The  truth  is  (hat  he  was 
on  board,  and  was  at  the  time  the  schooner  was  dis- 
covered, engaged  in  running  a line  of  soundings. — 
The  Amistad  was  first  ODserved  by  lieut.  R.  W. 
Meade,  who  at  that  time  had  charge  of  the  deck. — 
Capt.  Gedney  scrutinized  her  with  his  glass,  and  ob- 
serving w’agons  and  people  on  the  shore,  concluded 
that  she  was  a smuggler,  and  accordingly  despatch- 
ed a boat,  with’  six  men,  and  arms,  in  charge  of 
lieut.  Meade,  and  passed  midshipman,  D D.  Porter, 
for  the  purpose  of  seizing  her.  On  approaching  the 
schooner,  the  two  Spanish  gentlemen  made  their 
appearance  on  deck,  and  exclaimed,  “bless  the  Holy 
Virgin,  you  are  our  preservers.”  The  boat  laid 
aboard  the  prize,  and  lieut.  Meade  and  Mr.  Porter, 
followed  by  two  of  the  men,  jumped  on  deck,  and 
drove  the  Africans  below.  Lieut.  Meade  then  de- 
manded in  Spanish  who  was  their  captain,  and 
where  were  their  colors;  when  a torn  Spanish  ensign 
was  produced,  and  by  his  orders  it  was  set  in  the 
main  rigging,  as  a signal  of  distress  to  capt.  Gedney 
to  send  another  boat  alongside.  The  joy  of  the 
two  passengers  was  unbounded.  One  of  them,  Se- 
nor  Montez,  the  elder,  who  had  been  threatened 
every  day  during  his  captivity  with  death,  threw  his 
arms  around  Mr.  Meade,  wdio,  under  the  circum- 
stances, and  from  the  by  no  means  gentle  nature  of 
the  embrace,  being  led  to  think  that  his  intention 
was  any  thing  but  amicable,  presented  a pistol  at 
his  face,  with  a threat  that  unless  he  relaxed  his 
hold  he  would  shoot  him.  He  was,  however, soon 
convinced  of  the  sincerity  of  his  intentions  by  the 
tears  of  delight  and  thankfulness  of  the  poor  old 
man.  Mi.  Msade  and  two  men  remained  in  charge 
ol  the  prize,  wdiiie  Mr.  Porter,  with  four  others 
went  ashore  to  arrest  the  leader  and  his  accomplices, 
who  were  on  the  beach.  On  Iheir  approach  the 
blacks  leapt  into  their  boat,  and  pulled  towards  the 
schooner,  when  Mr.  Porter  discharged  a pistol  and 
they  hove  to.  They  were  taken  on  board  the  brig, 
when  Cinques,  watching  a convenient  opportunity, 
leapt  overboard,  diving  and  swimming  like  a fish, 
till  he  was  caught  with  a boat  hook.  Meantime 
capt.  Gedney  came  up  with  the  VVashinglon,  and 
took  the  prize  in  tow  for  New'  London. 

It  has  been  stated  that  the  schooner  was  taken  by 
boys;  this  is  also  incorrect;  she  was  taken  by  able- 
bodied  men,  who  were  prepared  lor  the  worst,  and 
yvho  would  have  been  hard  customers  to  deal  with 
in  case  ofa  brush.  On  board  the  Washington  there 
are  several  naval  apprentices,  and  it  is  not  out  of 
place  here  to  bear  testimony  to  their  neat  and  heal- 
thy appearance  as  well  as  their  orderly  deportment. 
We  have  cause  to  hope  that  from  the  adoption  of 
this  system,  our  navy,  whilst  it  protects  our  com- 
merce throughout  the  W'orld,  will  at  the  same  time 
be  educating  a class  of  mariners,  in  seamanship  and 


character  equal  to  those  of  any  other  nation,  at  the 
same  time  providing  for  a large  class  of  indigent 
boys,  who  otherwise  W’ould  become  the  inmates  of 
our  prisons. 

The  advantage  of  the  surveying  squadron  to  our 
revenue  in  preventing  smuggling  is  also  proved.  In 
fact,  we  have  long  been  ol  the  opinion  that  it  would 
be  well  lor  the  service  and  for  our  commerce,  if  the 
revenue  cutters  were  placed  in  charge  of  the  junior 
officers  of  the  navy,  who  would  be  thus  qualifying 
themselves  for  more  important  duties.  We  have  no 
doubt  that  they  would  prove  equally  as  efficient  as 
those  who  now  make  a sinecure  of  what  was  origi- 
nally intended  as  a safeguard  against  frauds  on  the 
revenue. 

You  have  doubtless  received  ere  this  a report  of 
the  investigation  in  presence  of  judge  Judson.  Senor 
Montez  is  writing  a history  of  his  sufferings,  which 
a friend  has  kindly  offered  to  translate  lor  us,  and 
should  it  develope  any  additional  facts  ol  importance 
they  shall  be  transmitted  to  you  at  once.  The  ne- 
groes have  been  taken  to  .New  Haven,  where  they 
will  await  in  jail,  their  trial,  which  is  to  take  place  at 
Hartford,  on  the  17th  day  of  September  next.  The 
schooner  is  discharging  at  New  London,  where  pro- 
bably both  vessel  and  cargo  will  be  sold  at  auction. 

If  the  Washington  had  not  fallen  in  with  the 
Amistad  at  the  time,  and  under  the  circumstances 
she  di  I,  the  lives  of  the  two  passengers  must  inevi- 
tably have  been  sacrificed,  and  the  cargo  and  vessel 
destroyed.  They  had  supplied  themselves  with 
water,  and  were  going  to  sea  that  night.  Cingues 
had  always  declared  that  in  case  they  were  likely 
to  be  taken,  he  should  kill  the  passengers,  and  that 
he  would  die  sooner  than  be  taken,  and  he  enjoined 
upon  his  comrades  to  take  his  knife  and  avenge  his 
death — that  they  had  better  die  in  self  defence  than 
be  hung  as  they  would  be  if  taken. 

The  oid  gentleman  says  he  never  shall  recover 
from  the  effects  of  his  trouble,  and  that  if  he  had 
been  chained  for  ten  years  in  a dungpon,  it  would 
not  thus  have  broken  him  down.  For  some  time 
previous  to  their  deliverance,  their  only  drink  was 
the  water  of  the  sea.  For  more  minute  particulars 
I would  refer  you  to  the  Sun,  of  your  cily. 

The  schoonor  is  of  faultless  model,  and  foul  as 
her  bottom  is  at  present,  she  would  have  been 
able  to  work  to  windward  of  almost  any  of  our 
cullers.  i 

Names  of  the  slaves  as  furnished  by  lieutenant 
Meade: 

Cingues,  the  chief. 

Quash,  his  brother. 

Faquorna,  assisted  in  killing  the  captain. 

Qaimboo,  also  one  of  the  murderers. 

Maum,  helped  to  kill  the  captain  and  cook. 

Faa,  concerned  also  in  murder. 

Gabao,  one  of  the  ringleaders,  fat  and  short. 

Funny,  cook,  apparently  amiable. 

Pana  alias  Juan,  speaks  little  English. 

Llamani,  very  severe  with  passengers  and  cabin 
boy. 

Guana,  Sissi,  Con,  Sua,  (sick)  Zabry. 

Paulo  Duma,  great  friend  of  cabin  boy — saved  his 
life 

Conorno,  cannibal,  with  six  large  tusks  projecting 
at  right  angles  from  his  mouth. 

Jaoni,  Pie,  Naquai,  Cuba,  Baa,  Berry,  Prummuci, 
Faha,  Huebo,  Fuerre,  1st,  Far.rre  2d,  Sact,  Faguana, 
Chockamaw,  Fusoma,  Panguna,  Kinna,  Carri,  Cu- 
peri. 

Antonio  Gonzalez,  cabin  boy. 

Cane,  boy,  9 years  old. 

Females — Feme,  Kene,  Margra  about  13  years  of 
age. 

New  London,  Aug.  29,  1839.  A card.  The 
subscribers,  Don  Jose  Ruiz  and  Don  Pedro  Montez, 
in  gratitude  for  their  most  unhoped  for  and  provi- 
dential rescue  from  the  hands  of  a ruthless  gang  ol 
African  buccaneers,  and  an  awful  death,  would  take 
this  means  of  expressing,  in  some  slight  degree, 
their  thankfulness  and  obligation  to  lieut.  T.  R. 
Gedney,  and  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  U.  S.  sur 
veying  brig  Washington,  for  their  decision  in  seizing 
the  Amistad,  and  their  unremitting  kindness  and 
hospitality  in  providing  for  their  comfort  on  board 
their  vessel,  as  well  as  the  means  they  had  taken  for 
the  protection  of  their  property. 

We  also  must  express  our  indebtedness  to  that 
nation  whose  flag  they  so  worthily  bear,  with  an  as- 
surance that  this  act  will  be  duly  appreciated  by  our 
most  gracious  sovereign  her  majesty  the  queen  ol 
Spain.  DON  JOSE  RUIZ. 

DON  PEDRO  MONTEZ. 

The  New  York  Express  says: — The  trial  of  the 
black  prisoners  brought  into  New  London  is  likely 
to  lead  to  some  curious  legal  questions.  It  appears 
from  the  statements  published,  that  in  the  month  of 
June  last,  Ruiz,  the  owner,  purchased  at  Havana 


the  49  slaves,  just  arrived  from  the  coast  ol  Aliica, 
and  that  the  slaves  of  Ruiz  and  Montez  were  ail 
Congolese  slaves,  only  six  weeks  from  the  coast  of 
Africa.  The  slaves  of  Montez  were  all  children — 
7 to  12  years  of  age — and  three  of  them  w ere  fe- 
males. Joseph  Cingues,  leader  of  (he  revolt,  “is 
the  son  of  an  African  chief  ” Cingues,  and  38 
others  of  the  revolters,  stand  committed  for  trial,  for 
murder  and  piracy,  and  the  three  girls  are  under 
bonds  to  appear  and  testify.  The  questions  arising, 
as  they  are  put  by  a correspondent  of  the  Commer- 
cial Advertiser,  are  the  following: 

1.  Do  net  the  laws  of  Spain  prohibit  the  slave 
trade? 

2.  If  imported  into  Cuba  in  the  month  of  June 
last,  and  that  fact,  now  admitted,  had  been  estab- 
lished then,  would  they  not  under  the  laws  of  Spain, 
have  ceased  to  be  slaves11 

3.  Are  there  any  treat}'  obligations,  or  does  the 
comity  of  nations  require,  or  are  there  moral  rights, 
w hich  would  justify  the  delivery  of  these  girls,  or 
of  any  acquitted  males,  to  the  persons  pretending  to 
own  them  as  slaves? 


ORIENTAL  POLITICS. 

The  important  events  which  have  lately  occurred 
in  the  east,  and  the  political  changes  which  they 
must  effect,  give  much  interest  to  the  debates  upon 
this  subject,  which  have  taken  place  in  the  French 
chamber  o|  deputies.  We  extract  from  the  Na- 
tional of  Paris  a resume  of  the  speech  of  Mr.  de  La 
Maitine,  the  distinguished  poet  and  oriental  travel- 
ler: [Globe. 

In  relation  to  this  question,  three  systems  present 
themselves,  the  Turkish,  the  Arabic,  and  the  statu 
quo.  This  last  is  that  adopted  by  the  chief  ol  the 
cabinet,  (marshal  Soult).  I should  prefer  the  Turk- 
ish system,  had  I not  touched  with  my  own  hands 
that  inert  body,  called  the  Ottoman  empire. 

Does  that  empire  in  reality  exist:  1 must  frankly 
say  that  Turkey  does  not  any  longer  exist.  Where 
is  the  cause  of  this,  and  what  is  the  fault?  The  prin- 
cipal fault  is,  that  the  religious  and  political  prin- 
ciples of  government  are  theie  identified.  The  na- 
tural consequence  is,  that  as  the  religious  principle 
and  fanticism  have  declined,  the  whole  structure  is 
falling. 

The  re-construction  of  the  Turkish  empire  has 
been  recommended  to  us.  Where  is  tint  impure? 
Is  it  on  (he  shores  ol  the  Euxin(?in  the  Crimea? 
in  the  vaivodates  of  Wallachia  and  Moldavia  where 
a Turk  is  not  pnmiiled  to  enter?  Is  it  in  Servia? 
We  have  there  seen  prince  Milosch,  that  European 
Washington,  destroyed  for  fidelity  to  the  sultan,  by 
those  whom  I am  not  here  to  mention.  Is  it  in  the 
Epirus  or  the  Peloponnesus,  to  which  you  have  just 
paid  the  price  of  its  independence  and  of  its  rebel- 
lion? Is  it  Egypt,  which  you  yourselves  have  torn 
from  the  states  of  the  sultan? 

What,  then,  remains  of  the  Oltoman  empire? — 
There  remains,  Constantinople,  exposed  on  the  one 
side  to  the  Russian  fleet  in  the  Black  sea;  and  on  the 
other  to  the  English  and  French  fleets  in  the  Dar- 
danelles, ready  to  demand  a reason  from  t fie  sultan 
for  wishing  to  reconstruct  his  empire  and  to  reduce 
a rebellious  pasha. 

This,  then,  is  the  Turkish  empire,  feebler  at  this 
moment  than  the  Greek  empire  when  Constantine 
PaJeologns  met  the  last  assaults  of  Mahommed  the 
second,  (146'5).  Do  you  propose,  wilh  this  empire, 
to  oppose  a pow'er  which  counts  its  subjects  by  sixty' 
millions,  and  its  soldiers  by  millions?  I have  ex- 
amined the  subject  of  the  Ottoman  empire,  and  I do 
not  believe  it  can  be  resuscitated. 

M.  de  Came  has  spoken  of  Arab  nationality.  You 
have  in  Egypt  a great  man,  a great  race;  it  belongs 
to  that  Arab  race  to  revive  neighboring  nations,  even 
by  their  conquest.  Had  you  not  arrested  Ibrahim 
pasha,  he  would  have  entered  Constantinople  in  20 
days.  The  Arab  empire  would  then  have  been  es- 
tablished in  the  place  of  the  Ottoman. 

To  this  I beg  to  reply,  by  a simple  remark.  In 
treating  of  eastern  afiairs,  we  must  be  careful  not  to 
establish  analogies  with  what  passes  in  the  west.  In 
Europe,  a great  man  is  always  the  representative, 
the  resume  of  the  civilization  of  his  country.  In  the 
east,  this  is  riot  so.  There,  all  society  is  represent- 
ed by  one  idea — that  of  one  master  and  his  slaves. — 
If  a great  man  rise  up,  at  his  death  all  dies  with 
him.  He  has  given  to  the  condition  of  things  but  a 
fleeting  energy;  he  is  a meteor, [that  leaves  no  trace. 
To  use  a poetic  comparison,  the  Arab  folds  up  his 
lent  in  the  evening,  and  leaves  the  soil  as  naked 
and  as  sterile  as  he  found  it  in  the  morning. 

Mehemet  Ali  and  his  son  Ibrahim  pasha,  are 
doubtless  great  men.  Mehemet  Ali  is  great  by 
his  perseverance  in  his  plans,  and  by  his  untiring 
patience.  He  is  a man  who  understands  admirably 
the  art  of  squeezing  a population,  and  of  extracting 
the  last  drop  of  sweat  and  blood.  Ibrahim  is  a man 
of  another  order.  He  is  a warrior.  The  western 
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world  holds  none  more  brave.  He  aspires  to  war, 
and  knows  how  to  make  it.  Open  to  him  Asia — 
the  world.  He  is  of  that  order  oi  men  who  pursue 
war,  and  stand  not  still. 

Mehemet  Ali  is  already  used,  by  the  exertions 
of  a long  and  brilliant  career.  Ibrahim  himself  is 
already  of  a certain  age.  He  is  not  the  son  of  Me- 
hemet Ali,  but  of  a woman  whom  Mehemet 
married.  His  own  children  are  yet  young.  After 
his  death  an  internal  contest  will  aiise  about  the 
succession.  Mehemet  Ali  is  now  76  years  of  age. 
In  the  presence  of  this  age,  and  of  the  crisis  of  a mi- 
nority, do  you  propose  to  reconstruct  the  Arab  na- 
tionality. 

But  where  is  this  Arab  nationality?  Is  it  the  ar- 
my of  Ibrahim  composed  of  Arabs?  Is  it  the  Ethio- 
pians; the  Abyssinians;  the  Druses;  the  Maionites 
of  Syria,  a Christian  people  who  detest  the  Mussul- 
man yoke?  Instead  of  an  Arab  nationality,  you 
have  a nation  more  disjointed  and  ungovernable  than 
Turkey  itself. 

Ot  these  two  decayed  systems  would  you  make 
one,  by  uniting  them?  This  is  the  proposition  of 
the  government;  it  is  the  slatu  quo  announced  by 
marshal  Soult. 

The  system  of  the  slatu  quo  might  be  more  proper- 
ly termed  Russo-Britannic,  for  it  gives  all  chances 
to  Russia  and  England,  to  the  exclusion  of  France. 
I could  understand  the  statu  quo  before  the  events 
of  1772,  of  17.90  and  1792;  before  the  dismember- 
ment of  Moldavia  and  Wallachia;  before  the  eman- 
cipation of  Servia,  of  Greece,  of  the  Peloponesus; 
before  the  battle  of  Koniah  and  the  treaties  of  Ku- 
taliich  and  Hunkiareskellesi.  At  this  day  the  statu 
quo  signifies  no  more  than  the  sad  phrase,  Polish 
•nationality. 

This  system  consists  in  expending  the  time,  the 
money,  and  the  blood  of  France,  for  the  benefit  of 
Russia,  which  has  its  hand  extended  over  Constan- 
tinople, ready  to  seize  its  prey  at  the  favorable  mo- 
ment. Or  rather,  we  are  about  to  contend  that  Ara- 
bia, Syria,  and  Egypt  should  ever  remain  under  the 
sword  of  Mehemet  and  Ibrahim.  We  are  indeed 
to  contend,  that  England  may  keep  Gibraltar,  estab- 
lish herself  firmly  in  the  Ionian  islands,  and  take 
possession  some  day  of  Egypt.  Isay,  then,  that  the 
French  nation  cannot  pay  so  dearly  for  a policy, 
which  is  only  to  benefit  Russia,  England,  or  a re- 
volted pasha. 

Russia,  whose  name  is  sometimes  used  to  encour- 
age us,  at  other  times,  to  frighten,  has  sixty  millions 
of  subjects,  and  by  the  nature  of  her  imperfect  civi- 
lization, must  be  in  position  for  conquest  and  inva- 
sion. One  step  nearer  to  us,  and  she  would  make 
me  tremble.  But  that  empire  is  not  so  consolidated 
as  it  has  been  represented.  The  force  of  an  empire 
is  not  in  its  extension,  but  in  its  greater  or  less  con- 
centration, unity  and  civilization.  Russia  has  had 
a great  development,  disproportioned  to  its  strength, 
and  in  too  short  a time.  A distinguished  statesman 
has  said,  that  time  respects  that  alone  in  which  it 
has  had  a part.  Time  has  not  had  its  part  in  the 
formation  of  Russia.  The  statue  will  one  day  break. 
But  suppose  it  does  not  break,  but  shall  consolidate 
itself.  It  is  towards  the  east  that  the  Russian  col- 
lossus  inclines. 

People,  like  rivers,  incline  towards  the  side  where 
is  the  least  resistance.  If  Russia  do  not  menace  the 
continent,  but  incline  to  the  Black  sea  and  the  Bos- 
phorus, would  this  be  a great  misfortune  lor  France 
and  for  humanity?  England  alone  might  murmur 
against  this  movement.  Her  whole  thoughts  are 
directed  towards  the  Indies,  and  she  would  sacrifice 
all  Europe  to  oppose  Russia  in  the  interests  of  her 
commerce. 

In  regard  to  the  east,  France  should  neilher  be 
Russian  nor  English.  The  French  and  English  al- 
liance, in  relation  to  the  continent,  is  important;  but 
in  commerce,  France  should  ever  be  the  rival  of 
England.  Her  natural  ally  should  be  Austria,  if  it 
become  necessary  to  oppose  the  division  (oi  Tur- 
key), France  must  claim  from  a European  congress 
her  part  in  the  division  which  must  one  day  be 
made.  If  it  be  too  late  to  negotiate,  act  with  en- 
ergy. Remember  the  policy  of  Casimer  Perier;  re- 
collect Ancona! 

I will  then  say  to  the  government,  take  care  not 
to  follow  in  the  wake  of  England,  and  destroy  the 
fleet  of  the  sultan,  to  preserve  a perishable  system 
in  Egypt.  I am  far  from  regretting  the  present 
state  of  affairs  in  the  east.  I believe  that  the  first 
cannon  fired  upon  this  question,  will  be  a signal 
not  of  distress,  but  a tocsin  to  call  new  nations  to 
civilization,  and  to  open  to  France  a new  sphere 
of  action. 


ACCOMPLISHED  VILLAINS. 

The  Boston  Daily  Advertiser  has  the  following 
notice  of  the  depredations  of  a gang  ot  noted  Eng- 
lish rogues,  and  the  results  to  which  their  career  oi 
crime  had  led  them: 


ENGLISH  ROGUES. 

It  is  probably  known  to  those  of  our  readers  who 
are  conversant  with  our  court  reports,  that  the  pro- 
secuting and  police  officers  of  this  city  have  re- 
cently succeeded  in  breaking  up  to  some  extent  one 
of  the  best  organized  and  most  desperate  bands  of 
robbers  and  burglars  that  has  ever  appeared  in  this 
community.  But  there  are  many  particulars  re- 
specting these  persons  and  their  modus  operand!, 
not  generally  known,  and  we  have  taken  some 
pains  to  ascertain  certain  facts,  which  we  will  now 
state,  withholding  some  of  the  sources  of  our  in- 
formation in  order  that  the  operations  of  the  police 
may  not  be  embarrassed  hereafter. 

On  the  7th  of  February,  1838,  a box  containing 
$2,000  of  the  Powwow  river  bank,  and  $ 4,300  of 
the  Ocean  bank  of  Newburvport,  was  taken  from 
Boston  by  the  driver  of  the  Newburyport  stage  to  car- 
ry to  the  last  mentioned  place.  On  arriving  at  Lynn, 
a man  by  the  name  of  Richard  Collard  engaged  the 
driver  in  conversation  on  pretence  of  taking  pas- 
sage with  him,  while  his  three  accomplices  remov- 
ed the  money  from  the  stage.  The  driver  did  not 
discover  his  loss  until  he  reached  Salem,  and  he 
then  immediately  returned  to  Boston  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  inquiries.  It  was  ascertained  the 
next  day  that  two  gigs,  containing  two  persons, 
had  passed  towards  Lynn  on  the  morning  of  the 
robbery,  and  soon  afterwards  one  of  the  gigs,  with 
two  men,  returned  into  the  city  over  the  Chelsea 
ferry.  There  were  some  slight  circumstances 
about  the  men  calculated  to  excite  suspicion,  but, 
after  the  most  thorough  search  in  this  city,  in  New 
York,  and  in  Baltimore,  the  officers  were  unable  to 
get  sight  of  them. 

At  length,  on  the  4th  of  March,  1838,  constable 
Clapp  met  in  the  streets  a suspicious  individual, 
but  after  passing  him  he  was  soon  out  of  sight. — 
Mr.  Clapp,  however,  arrested  him  next  day  in  one 
of  the  Providence  cars.  His  name  was  Alfred 
Jones,  and  from  the  condition  of  his  trunk  and  other 
circumstances,  he  was  indicted  by  the  grand  jury, 
and,  on  his  plea  of  guilty,  was  sentenced  to  three 
years’  confinement  in  the  state  prison,  where  he 
now  is. 

At  this  trial  several  important  facts  were  ascer- 
tained. 

Collard  and  one  of  his  associates,  named  Ponto, 
alias  Gray,  had  gone  to  England.  This  informa- 
tion was  immediately  given  to  the  London  police. 

Accordingly,  in  March  last,  it  having  been  made 
known  to  the  police  of  London  that  Collard  had 
taken  passage  for  this  country  in  the  Gladiator, 
they  sent  the  information  to  the  police  of  New 
York,  and  also,  at  their  request,  lord  John  Russel 
sent  a despatch  to  the  consul  at  New  York.  The 
intelligence  came  by  the  Great  Western  ten, days 
before  the  Gladiator  arrived.  As  soon  as  the  latter 
came  to  anchor,  the  officers  went  on  board  and  ar- 
rested Collard.  An  executive  warrant  having  been 
obtained,  he  was  brought  to  Boston.  He  pleaded 
guilly  to  the  charge  of  stealing  the  money,  and 
was  sent  to  the  state  prison  for  one  year  and  three 
months. 

It  appears  that  Ponto,  alias  Gray,  the  other  rob- 
ber, is  a dangerous  man.  He  is  the  most  accom- 
plished of  the  gang.  He  is  rich,  and  associates 
with  brokers,  and  deals  in  foreign  and  domestic  ex- 
changes, and  is  never  with  low  rogues — such  as 
pickpockets — unless  by  special  appointment.  He 
lives  in  the  best  hotels,  and  keeps,  as  his  accom- 
plices term  it,  “square  company.”  Hence,  he  has 
long  been  engaged  in  villany,  and  has  hitherto  been 
unsuspected.  Soon  after  the  robbery,  he  left  New 
York  for  England.  It  is  said  he  is  about  to  return 
to  this  country. 

The  fall  previous  to  the  robbery  above  mentioned 
the  same  gang  succeeded  in  opening  the  safe  of  the 
Traders’  bank,  in  Portland,  with  false  keys,  after 
much  labor.  All  things  w'ere  in  preparation  for 
carrying  off  the  contents,  and  the  execution  of  the 
plan  was  delayed  only  till  the  steamboat  to  Boston 
commenced  running,  by  means  of  which  they 
might  secure  an  escape.  Information  was  immedi- 
ately given  of  the  plot  to  the  cashier  of  the  bank, 
and  he,  in  reply,  stated  that  they  had  suspected 
that  their  rooms  had  been  entered,  as  the  black 
wax  was  still  visible  on  the  key-hole,  but  they  ne- 
ver entertained  any  idea  that  their  safe  had  been 
entered. 

Soon  after  the  above  information  was  given,  the 
cashier  received  a letter  postmarked  New  York, 
and  signed  a “reformed  man,”  giving  him  the  same 
information.  This  letter  was  written  by  one  Hun- 
neinan,  (of  whom  we  shall  speak  presently),  who 
was  disappointed  in  not  getting  his  share  of  plun- 
der of  the  Powwow  river  and  Ocean  banks,  and  for 
that  reason  was  induced  to  expose  the  design  on 
the  T raders’  bank. 

A part  of  the  company  made  four  journeys  to 
Newburyport  in  the  night,  and,  by  means  of  ttvo 


false  keys  which  they  made,  they  penetrated  the 
safe  of  the  Merchants’  bank,  Newburyport;  but 
ascertaining  that  the  inner  lock  of  the  safe  had  a 
secret  which  was  connected  with  the  lock,  the  un- 
dertaking was  abandoned.  One  of  them  had  also 
been  in  the  Uxbridge  bank  and  examined  the  locks, 
for  the  purpose  of  attempting  that  bank  at  some 
future  time. 

They  were  also  connected  with  the  robbery  of 
$18,000  belonging  to  the  Taunton  bank,  from  the 
Washington  Hotel,  Boston;  and  with  that  of  cap- 
tain Staver’s  trunk  from  the  eastern  stage  house. 

We  have  mentioned  only  a part  of  the  company 
above. 

Murray,  another  of  the  number,  was  arrested  on 
board  the  Gladiator  with  Collard.  He  was  tried 
for  a robbery  in  New  York,  and  sentenced  to  the 
prison  at  Sing  Sing  for  five  years.  By  the  assist- 
ance of  two  of  the  gang  he  escaped,  but  was  after- 
wards arrested  in  this  city,  and  is  now  confined  in 
Sing  Sing. 

Reed,  alias  Ryan,  was  arrested  here  and  tried  on 
a charge  of  picking  the  pocket  of  Henry  Dawes,  in 
an  auction  room.  He  was  caught  in  the  act,  and 
was  sent  to  the  state  prison  for  three  years. 

Harper  assisted  Murray  to  escape  in  New  York, 
and  was  arrested  in  Washington  3treet,  Boston. — 
He  gave  bail  in  the  sum  of  $1,000,  which  he  for- 
feited. 

James  Brown,  alias  Smith,  alias  Hunr.eman , was 
arrested  at  the  Providence  depot,  and  was  tried  and 
convicted  on  charges  of  stealing  the  pocket-books 
of  Charles  Goddard  and  Phineas  J.  Stone.  Sen- 
tenced to  the  state  prison  three  years.  He  urged, 
in  mitigation  of  sentence,  that  he  did  not  commit 
these  robberies,  but  that  Seaton  did,  and  paid  him 
an  old  debt  with  the  money,  which  being  found 
upon  him,  the  other  did  not  care  to  own  it! 

Seaton  was  arrested  at  the  Providence  depot  re- 
cently on  mere  suspicion,  or,  as  he  termed  it,  on 
speculation,  by  constables  Coolidge  and  Clapp.  In 
his  travelling  bag  were  found  several  hundred  keys 
and  tools,  of  the  most  ingenious  character.  Upon 
searching  him,  the  suspicions  were  strong,  and  he 
was  indicted  on  two  charges;  one  for  stealing  the 
pocket-book  of  one  Briggs,  and  the  other  for  steal- 
ing that  of  Willard  Holbrook.  On  the  latter  he 
was  convicted  at  the  present  term.  On  the  former 
he  was  tried  last  term,  and  the  jury  were  unable  to 
agree.  A singular  circumstance  about  this  case  is, 
that  every  day,  when  Seaton  has  been  brought  into 
court,  two  quite  respectable  strangers  are  there 
also.  These  men  offered  to  pay  Mr.  Briggs,  last 
term,  $500  if  he  would  not  testify  against  Seaton. 
This  he  declined,  but  he  did  not  appear  at  the  pre- 
sent term,  and  Mr.  Parker  received  the  following 
letter  from  him: 

Rochester,  ( N . F.)  July  30,  1839. 

“Mr.  Parker:  Sir:  On  returning  home  from 
Boston,  I saw  those  two  men  that  I seen  in  Dedham. 
I made  a settlement  with  them,  therefore  I shall 
not  appear  against  Seaton  again. 

“I  could  not  make  much  of  them,  but  took  up 
with  what  I lost — thought  it  better  than  to  come  to 
Boston  again.  Yours  respectfully, 

“CHARLES  H.  BRIGGS.” 

It  is  proper  to  remark  here,  that  when  the  offer 
was  made  to  Mr.  Briggs  last  term,  there  was  but 
one  indictment  against  Mr.  Seaton — that  for  steal- 
ing from  Holbrook  having  been  found  at  the  present 
term.  It  should  also  be  stated,  that  Briggs  being 
out  of  the  commonwealth,  Mr.  Parker  has  no 
means  of  compelling  his  attendance  here. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  operations  of  these 
men  have  received  an  effectual  check  in  this  quar- 
ter. Too  much  praise  cannot  be  awarded  to  our 
police,  especially  constables  Coolidge  and  Clapp; 
and  the  energy,  perseverance  and  shrewdness  of 
the  attorney  of  the  commonwealth  for  Suffolk,  are 
already  too  well  known  to  need  a word  of  commen- 
dation. Meanwhile,  we  desire  to  call  public  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  considerable  money  has  been 
expended  in  hunting  up  these  rogues,  for  the  repay- 
ment of  which  no  means  are  by  law’ provided,-— 
The  subject  oil]  probably  be  brought  before  the 
next  legislature,  and  it  cannot  for  a moment  be 
doubted  that  some  way  will  be  provided  to  amply 
remunerate  all  who  have  devoted  their  time  or 
money  to  these  important  public  services. 

It  is  believed  that,  although  these  rogues  have 
received  a salutary  lesson  here,  their  comrades  are 
carrying  on  the  business  extensively  elsewhere, 
and  that  a large  number  of  tools  belonging  to  them 
are  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

In  conclusion,  we  invite  the  curious  to  examine 
the  instruments  found  in  the  possession  of  Seaton, 
and  now  in  the  hands  of  constable  Coolidge.  It 
will  be  evident,  on  a moment’s  inspection,  thai  the 
same  ingenuity  and  industry  that  have  prepared 
them,  if  devoted  to  honest  pursuits  in  this  country, 
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would  lead  to  lame  and  fortune.  It  is  a melan- 
choly truth  that  men  of  the  highest  geniil3  are 
sometimes  devoted  to  occupations  that  inevitably, 
sooner  or  later,  lead  to  disgrace  nod  ruin;  and  that 
the  noblest  talents  too  often  find  their  grave  in  our 
public  prisons. 

MEHEMET  ALL 
From  the  New  York  Whig. 

This  Egyptian  potentate  seems  to  be  on  the  high 
road  to  imperial  dominion;  and  if  not  arrested  in 
his  career  by  some  of  the  gieat  powers,  he  may 
yet  wear  the  diadem  of  Constantine.  His  succes- 
ses against  the  sultan,  in  almost  every  movement, 
his  splendid  despotism,  and  his  studied  flattery  of  the 
assions  and  national  feelings  of  the  Egyptians, 
ave  invested  him  with  a pow'er  over  their  minds, 
that  acts  as  a charm  in  the  hour  of  battle.  They 
look  upon  him  as  the  man  of  destiny.  His  uniform 
successes  their  fatalism  construes  into  the  special 
protection  of  the  prophet.  The  total  defeat  of  the 
Turkish  army,  the  defection  of  the  fleet,  and  the 
death  of  the  sultan,  are  all  propitious  for  the  for- 
tunes of  Egypt;  and  the  accounts  from  that  quarter 
will  continue  to  be  looked  for  with  a good  deal  of 
interest. 

Since  the  sultan’s  death,  intelligence  has  been 
received  that  the  Iman  of  Sana,  the  sovereign  of 
the  finest  and  the  most  flourishing  part  of  the  coast 
of  Southern  Arabia,  after  having  for  six  years  suc- 
cessfully resisted  the  power  of  the  viceroy  of 
Egypt,  has  suddenly  thrown  himself  into  the  arms 
ot  his  powerful  foe,  in  whose  favor  he  has  offered 
to  renounce  his  own  sovereignty,  on  condition  of 
receiving  a pension  and  retaining  h)3  ecclesiastical 
dignity.  The  viceroy  of  Egypt  has  consented  to 
the  terms,  and  sent  his  officers  to  receive  posses- 
sion of  the  country,  which  is  hereafter  to  be  treated 
as  a part  of  the  territory  of  Mehemet  Ali. 

As  our  readers  would  doubtless  be  interested  in 
an  account  ol  this  extraordinary  man,  who  is  at 
this  moment  attracting  the  gaze  of  all  the  crowned 
heads  in  Europe,  for  his  daring  and  successful  en- 
terprises, we  have  abridged,  from  a foreign  maga- 
zine, (the  United  Service  Journal),  and  the  excel- 
lent work  of  Stephens  on  Egypt  and  Arabia,  the 
following  particulars  of  the  life  of  the  viceroy  of 
Egypt. 

Mehemet  Ali  was  born  in  the  year  1769,  at  Ga- 
vala,  a small  seaport  town  near  Philippi.  His  fa- 
ther, who  was  an  inferior  officer  of  the  Turkish  po- 
lice, died,  and  left  him,  at  the  age  of  four  years, 
totally  unprovided  for.  The  aga  of  the  place,  a 
Turk  named  Tousson,  was  his  uncle;  and  by  him 
Mehemet  was  received  and  educated.  His  educa- 
tion, however,  extended  only  to  horsemanship  and 
the  use  of  arms.  Reading  and  writing  were  left  to 
be  learned  as  they  might.  The  uncle  was  murder- 
ed tor  his  wealth,  and  the  nephew  again  left  desti- 
tute. He  then  passed  some  years  in  the  shop  of  a 
tobacco  merchant,  and  here  gained  some  knowledge 
of  trade  which  was  afterwards  of  great  advantage 
to  him.  In  this  situation  he  acquired  a small  capi- 
tal, and  opened  a shop  for  himself.  He  wa9  suc- 
cesstul,  and  became  wealthy.  Whpn  Napolean 
invaded  Egypt,  Mehemet  joined  the  Egyptian  for- 
ces against  him.  He  distinguished  himself  by  his 
bravery,  and  in  the  subsequent  difficulties  between 
the  sultan  and  the  Mamelukes,  he  received  from  the 
viceroy  of  Egypt,  Mehemet  Kusruff,  the  rank  of 
general.  In  consequence  of  some  accusations 
made  against  him  by  his  envious  colleagues,  he  was 
soon  dismissed  from  the  service.  He  then  joined 
the  Mamelukes,  against  whom  he  had  been  fight- 
ing, and  at  length  compelled  the  pacha,  Mehemet 
Kusruff,  to  fly  to  Damietta,  where  he  took  him  pri- 
soner. A new  pasha  was  appointed  by  the  sultan, 
but  was  soon  put  to  death  by  the  treachery  of  Me- 
hemet Ali.  After  various  stratagems,  Mehemet 
accomplished  his  purpose,  and  in  1803  the  sultan 
declared  him  the  pasha  of  Egypt,  appointed  in 
compliance  with  the  wishes  of  the  people. 

He  now  determined  to  restore  Egypt  to  its  rank 
among  the  nations.  He  attached  to  his  interest  the 
oriental  tribes;  improved  the  discipline  of  his  sol- 
diery, and  took  every  measure  to  strengthen  himself 
in  his  power.  The  sultan  became  jealous  of  him, 
and  issued  an  order  deposing  him  from  his  office  as 
governor  of  Egypt.  But  Mehemet  Ali  resisted  the 
order,  and  the  point  was  yielded. 

In  1811  he  determined  to  clear  his  country  of  the 
Mamalukes.  He  invited  their  chiefs  to  a feast  at 
Cairo,  where  they  were  assassinated,  while  the 
body  was  cut  off  by  a general  massacre.  He  then 
sent  out  his  armies  under  the  command  of  his  sons 
to  pursue  his  conquests  in  Asia,  and  in  the  region  of 
the  Upper  Nile.  Mehemet  himself  was  occupied 
at  home  in  the  improvement  of  his  military  affairs. 
He  introduced  French  officers;  bifllt  an  arsenal  at 
Cairo,  established  a military  hospital,  provided  gun- 
powder manufactures,  &.c. 


At  length  the  Greek  war  broke  out,  and  the  for- 
ces of  Egypt  were  put  in  requisition  by  the  sultan. 
Ibrahim,  who  figured  so  prominently  in  that  war,  is 
an  adopted  son  of  Mehemat  Ali. 

After  the  termination  of  this  war,  the  Egyptian 
military  strength  rapidly  increased.  Mehemet  al 
lowed  Europeans  to  take  rank  in  his  army  without 
reference  to  creed,  and  expended  vast  sums  of 
money  in  military  and  naval  preparations. 

Down  to  1830,  Mehemet  Ali  had  rejected  all  of- 
fers of  assistance  in  throwing  off  allegiance  to  the 
sultan.  He  had  paid  large  tribute  to  the  Turkish 
government,  and  had  fought  in  its  behalf.  He  now 
determined  to  take  possession  of  Syria,  which  had 
been  promised  to  him  for  his  services  in  the  Greek 
war.  In  October,  1831,  he  put  his  army,  between 
40,000  and  50,000  strong,  under  the  command  of 
Ibrahim.  This  army  advanced  into  Syria,  and,  in 
the  course  of  an  eventful  year,  achieved  a complete 
conquest  of  that  province,  and  opened  the  way  to 
Constantinople.  The  Turkish  government  was 
now  alarmed.  It  called  on  Great  Britain  for  aid, 
but  was  refused.  The  Russians  were  ready  to  as- 
sist, but  the  Turks  feared  the  result  of  such  an  alli- 
ance. A dreadful  engagement  took  place  in  Asia 
Minor  between  the  forces  of  the  sultan  and  those 
of  Ibrahim,  in  which  the  latter  were  victorious. 
Russian  aid  was  then  accepted,  and  an  immense 
Russian  force  was  brought  into  the  Turkish  domi- 
nions. After  various  measures  of  diplomacy,  the 
sultan  yielded  assent  to  a treaty,  which  gave  to 
Ibrahim  the  whole  of  Syria.  The  troops  of  Ibra- 
him and  of  Russia  then  took  their  departure.  The 
interference  of  Russia  resulted  in  the  formation  of 
a treaty  of  mutual  protection  between  Russia  and 
Turkey,  which  was  concluded  on  the  8th  of  July, 
1833.  This  treaty,  which  is  called  the  treaty  of 
Unkiar  Skelessi,  placed  Turkey  in  a situation  of 
dependence  on  Russia,  which  is  humiliating,  and 
which  is  displeasing  to  other  powers  who  are  jea- 
lous of  Russia. 

The  rigorous  government  of  Mehemet  Ali  over 
Syria  produced  disquiet,  and  frequent  insurrrections 
have  occurred.  These  are  of  course  encouraging 
to  the  sultan,  who  still  aims  at  recovering  Syria. 

During  the  spring  and  summer  of  last  year,  the 
Turkish  and  Egyptian  governments  seemed  to  be 
prepairing  again  for  hostile  movements.  In  Au- 
gust, Mehemet  Ali  announced  his  determination  to 
declare  himself  independent  of  the  sultan.  Eng- 
land, France,  Austria  and  Russia,  all  opposed  this 
declaration,  and  this  opposition  irritated  the  pasha. 
Mehemet  Ali  wishes  his  power  to  be  hereditary, 
and  is  determined  to  gain  this  object.  Such  a de- 
termination he  made  known  to  the  powers  above 
named. 

To  the  astonishment  not  only  of  Egypt,  but  of 
Europe,  in  the  midst  of  these  threatening  events, 
Mehemet  Ali  left  his  subordinate  officers  to  man- 
age diplomacy,  and  set  olf  on  an  exploring  expe- 
dition ofthe  regions  ofthe  Upper  Nile.  The  account 
of  this  singular  expedition  has  recently  been  given 
in  the  public  prints.  That  he  should  undertake 
such  a journey  at  the  age  of  70  years,  through  a 
torrid  climate,  and  among  a warlike  people,  is  re- 
markable. He  returned  from  the  expedition  in 
February  last.  From  that  time  down  to  the  latest  ac- 
counts,  diplomacy  had  been  busy  in  Constantinople 
and  at  Alexandria  for  the  preservation  of  peace. 
The  European  powers  have  a selfish  interest  in  the 
matter,  and  it  is  not  an  easy  thing  to  understand 
these  complicated  relations.  The  parties  have  pre- 
pared for  war.  Should  actual  conflict  be  for  the 
present  avoided,  it  will  not  probably  be  long  defer- 
red. 


THE  EGYPTIAN  SARCOPHAGUS. 

We  have  been  favored  by  a friend,  a member 
of  the  building  committee  of  the  Girard  college, 
with  copies  of  the  letters,  &c.  which  accompanied 
the  presentation  by  commodore  Elliott,  of  the  U. 
S.  navy,  to  that  institution,  of  one  of  the  most  an- 
tique and  interesting  objects  which  the  cabinet  of 
that,  or  any  other  institution  in  this  country,  will 
ever  have  an  opportunity  of  exhibiting. 

The  sarcophagus  was  brought  to  Norfolk  in  the 
U.  S.  frigate  Constitution,  to  which  place  a depu- 
tation was  lately  sent  by  the  board  of  managers  of 
Girard  college,  to  receive  and  convey  it  to  Phila- 
delphia, where  it  is  now  deposited  in  the  institution 
to  which  it  has  been  presented. 

James  Hutchinson,  esq.  chairman  of  the  building 
committee  of  Girard  College  for  orphans,  Phila- 
delphia: 

Churchtown,  Lancaster  county,  Aug.  3,  1839. 
Dear  sir:  The  letter  you  did  me  the  favor  to 
address  me  at  Carlisle,  at  the  instance  of  the  build- 
ing committee  of  the  Girard  college  for  orphans, 


month  in  assisting  to  get  in  a truly  bountiful  harvest, 
has  interposed  and  prevented  an  earlier  reply.  I 
regret  very  much  that  my  limited  knowledge  of 
ancient  history  should  prevent  my  giving  an  exact 
detail  of  information  connected  with  the  origin  of 
the  two  sarcophagi  I brought  home  with  me  in  the 
frigate  Constitution,  one  of  which,  bearing  an  in- 
scription, I ain  pleased  to  learn,  the  corporate  au- 
thorities of  Philadelphia  have  safely  lodged  in 
its  permanent  place  of  abode,  and  which  is  sup- 
posed to  have  been  the  tomb  of  Julia  Mamea.  The 
second,  the  president  of  the  United  States  has  ac- 
cepted for  the  Smithsonian  institute  when  esta- 
blished, of  her  son  Alexander  Severus.  A third 
still  remains  at  Beyrout,  which  is  maible  ofthe 
darkest  color,  without  decorations,  and  doubtless 
was  the  tomb  of  more  subordinate  person,  if  the 
facts  can  be  reconciled  that  they  were  murdered  by 
the  Gauls,  and  afterwards  transported  back  to  Sy- 
ria, doubtless  they  have  their  origin  with  those  per- 
sonages. While  at  the  island  of  Malta,  a learned 
professor  of  a literary  institution  there,  dean  Vo- 
lante,  accompanied  by  sir  John  Stoddart,  chitl  jus- 
tice of  the  island,  made  me  a visit  on  board  the  Con- 
stitution, the  result  of  which  gave  the  sarcophagi 
an  origin  of  about  200  years  posterior  to  the  birth 
of  our  Savior.  When  at  Jerusalem,  I was  struck 
with  the  antiquity  of  this  species  of  sepulchre,  was 
drawn  to  it  substituting  a cistern  in  which  I wa- 
tered my  horse,  and  stood  without  its  walls;  the 
want  of  a road  and  the  proper  apparatus  for  bring- 
ing it  to  the  coast,  compelled  me  to  abandon  an  at- 
tempt at  removal.  Learning  accidentally  of  the 
discovery  made  of  those  at  Beyrout,  I lost  no  time 
in  directing  their  purchase,  and  to  be  transported 
and  placed  on  board  the  Constitution.  On  my  ar- 
rival from  Damascus,  I perceived  the  mutilation  of 
a portion  of  each,  which  was  practised  in  former 
ages  in  removing  the  valuables  interred  with  the 
deceased.  I carefully  collected  all  the  fragments 
which  I could  find,  and  which  were  boxed  and 
landed  at  Norfolk,  with  the  sarcophagi.  Be  pleased 
to  preserve  in  a careful  manner,  such  portions  as 
may  belong  to  the  other  sarcophagus,  still  at  Nor- 
folk. The  head  of  the  eagle  belonging  to  the  one 
now  at  Philadelphia,  you  will  find  in  the  possession 
of  William  Rawle,  esq.  president  of  the  common 
council.  The  notice  ofthe  sarcophagi  in  the  Lon- 
don Atheneum,  an  extract  of  which  accompanies 
this,  and  a sight  of  a previous  one  to  which  it  re- 
fers, may  perhaps  throw  more  light  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  these  antiquities  than  may  be  expected  from 
an  unlettered  seaman.  Amongst  the  cabinet  of 
coins  I have  asked  to  be  placed  in  the  college,  you 
will  find  a portion  during  the  reign  of  Augustus 
Caesar,  and  bearing  the  head  of  his  daughter,  Julia 
Mamea.  Some  of  them  W'ere  picked  up  amongst 
the  ruins  where  once  stood  the  ancient  city  of  Be- 
rytus.  Very  respectfully,  your  friend  and  servant, 
J.  D.  ELLIOTT. 

Extract  from  the  London  Atheneum,  dated  May  5, 
1S38,  page  331,  No.  549. 

MARBLE  SARCOPHAGI,  FOUND  NEAR  BEYROUT. 

We  learn  from  the  Malta  Gazette  that  commo- 
dore Elliott  of  the  U.  S.  navy  has  collected  many 
curious  remains  of  antiquity  during  his  cruise  in 
the  Levant,  amongst  the  most  interesting  of  which 
are  two  marble  sarcophagi,  found  near  Beyrout,  on 
the  spot  where  once  stood  the  city  of  Berytus. 
They  were  discovered  sixteen  feet  under  ground, 
while  his  ship  was  lying  off  that  coast  in  August 
last,  by  a countryman  who  was  planting  a mulberry 
tree,  and  the  commodore  lostno  time  in  purchasing 
them,  arid  had  them  immediately  conveyed  on 
board.  Each  sarcophagus  is  cut  out  of  a solid 
piece  of  white  marble,  and  each  has  ils  cover  in  the 
form  of  a sloping  roof,  also  in  one  piece,  with  the 
exception  of  a fracture  at  the  end  of  a large  one. 
They  are  said  to  be  in  a state  of  perfect  preserva- 
tion, for  the  sculpture  on  all  sides  is  described  as 
almost  as  good  as  when  left  by  the  hand  of  the 
artist.  We  are  well  pleased  to  have  it  in  our  pow- 
er to  add  that  Mr.  Guiseppe  Hyzler,  a w'ell  known 
Maltese  artist,  has,  with  the  permission  of  commo- 
dore Elliott,  taken  correct  drawings  of  these  inte- 
resting antiquities — the  more  interesting  because 
they  were  brought  away  by  the  commodore  as  soon 
as  discovered,  and  no  time  elapsed  for  their  mutila- 
tion by  the  country  people,  nor  have  they  suffered 
from  the  destructive  hammers  of  curious  travellers. 
From  these  drawings,  exact  copies  or  models  might 
be  cut  at  a trifling  expense  in  Malta  stone,  and  an 
idea  be  thus  preserved  ofthe  beauty  of  design  of 
two  monuments  of  Roman  grandeur,  which  are 
about  to  leave  the  old  world  forever.  The  admira- 
ble skill  of  the  Maltese  in  such  works  is  well 
known,  but  on  this  subject  we  would  willingly  re- 
fer the  reader  to  an  interesting  letter  which  appear- 
ed in  No.  519  of  this  journal,  and  only  express  a 
hope  that  the  opportunity  will  not  be  lost 


has  been  received.  Absence  from  Carlisle,  at  my 
'daughter’s,  where  I have  been  engaged  for  the  last 
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The  honorary  degree  of  LLD.  has  been  conferred 
by  the  Harvard  University,  on  the  honorable  judge 
McLean,  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States, 
and  on  James  Graham,  of  Great  Britain,  author  of  the 
History  of  the  United  S.ates. 

Beet  sugar  manufactory.  A gentleman  sailed  in  the 
Liverpool  steamer  to  bring  out  machinery  from  France 
for  an  extensive  beet  sugar  manufactory,  about  to  be 
established  at  Boston. 

Indian  corn.  An  exchange  paper  contains  a his- 
tory of  some  experiments  made  in  order  to  ascertain 
the  best  method  of  gathering  corn,  from  which  it  ap- 
pears that  by  topping,  the  crop  loses  in  weight  about 
one-fifth.  There  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  sup  continues 
to  circulate  and  nourish  the  grain  much  longer  than 
is  generally  supposed. 

The  value  of  a province.  Canada,  within  the  last 
two  years,  has  cost  the  British  government  the  neat 
little  sum  of  £1,053, 000  sterling — nearly  five  millions  of 
dollars. 

Beer  guzzling.  The  quantity  of  malt  liquor  which 
is  drank  in  England  is  enormous.  A large  part  of  the 
scanty  income  of  the  lower  classes  is  expended  for 
beer  and  ale,  to  the  great  detriment  of  their  health,  and 
of  their  moral  and  intellectual  faculties.  And.  the 
quantity  of  beer  consumed  has  greatly  increased  within 
a few  years.  It  appears  by  parliamentary  returns,  that 
up  to  the  5;h  of  January,  1839,  since  the  passing  of  the 
beer  bill  in  1830,  no  less  than  762  new  breweries  have 
been  erected  in  England,  arid  that  44,015  beer-houses 
have  been  opened,  and  one  million  two  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  quarters  more  malt  consumed. 

[ Boston  Journal. 

Pictou  Island,  which  has  long  been  celebrated  for 
its  valuable  and  extensive  mines  of  coal,  is  situated 
between  the  island  of  St.  John  and  the  province  ol 
Nova  Scotia,  in  latitude  45  46  north,  long.  62  13  west. 
The  trade  in  coal  from  this  island,  which  has  a port 
of  the  same  name,  gives  employment  in  the  otherwise 
dull  season  of  the  year,  to  an  immense  amount  of  ton- 
nage. The  following  from  the  Newburyport  Herald, 
will  show  the  value  and  importance  ol  these  mutes; 

‘'Upwards  of  303  sail  of  vessels  of  various  descrip- 
tions were  loaded  there  last  year,  a id  it  is  thought  the 
number  will  be  double  this  season.  Property  in  the 
v:ctmty  has  increased  in  value  more  than  one  hundred 
per  cent,  within  a year  or  two.  The  number  of  houses 
occupied  by  the  miners  is  about  259  of  which  lot)  were 
erected  last  year,  and  they  all  have  a neat  and  pleasing 
appearance.  The  pits  are  eight  in  number;  one  of 
them  is  over  360  feet  deep,  and  one  of  the  engines 
used  is  70  horse  power.  O.is  of  the  chimneys  used 
for  the  purpose  of  ventilation  is  over  140  feet  in  height. 
There  is  a range  of  pits  sunk  during  the  last  year,  and 
just  ready  for  working.  Four  of  them  are  for  drawing 
coal,  and  the  other  two  for  the  purpose  of  ventilating 
the  works.’’ 

Shooting  a rat.  A few  weeks  since,  while  the 
Albany  and  Worcester  rail  road  was  progressing  at 
Palmer,  Massachusetts,  the  workmen  employed  there 
were  in  the  habit  of  placing  the  powder  they  used  for 
blasting  in  a neighboring  gristmill  for  safety.  At  one 
time  they  had  two  unopened  kegs  and  one  with  the 
head  off  and  the  powder  exposed  standing  in  one  cor- 
ner of  the  mill.  Two  men  and  a boy  were  also  in  the 
mill  at  the  time,  and  discovered  a very  large  rat,  which 
one  of  them  proposed  shooting  with  a double  barreled 
gun,  which  was  near  them.  Tne  others  consented  and 
the  gun  was  loaded  from  the  powder  kegs,  but  the  rat 
had  hid  himself. 

After  chasing  it  round  the  building  some  time,  they 
at  last  fired  and  killed  the  rat,  took  it  up  and  were  re- 
treating, when  one  of  the  p irt.y  spoke  of  the  powder. 
Upon  looking  back  they  discovered  that  they  had  fired 
at  the  rat  behind  the  powder,  and  that  the  wadding 
was  on  fire  and  on  the  edge  of  the  open  keg.  With 
great  courage  and  presence  of  mind,  the  boy  offered  to 
o and  remove  it,  which  he  did;  but  just  as  he  turned 
is  back  from  it,  the  whole  of  the  three  kegs  exploded, 
blowing  the  building  to  pieces,  killing  one  of  the  men 
on  the  spot,  and  wounding  the  other  and  the  boy  in 
such  a manner  that  they  died  shortly  after. 

[New  York  Sun. 

Letters  from  Philadelphia  say,  that  a house  which 
had  received  aid  to  the  amount  of  over  $100,000  in 
post  notes,  from  the  Bank  of  the  U.  States,  had  after 
all,  been  obliged  to  give  up  and  stop  payment. 

H.  C.  Camack,  esq.  has  been  appointed  treasurer  of 
the  mint  in  New  Orleans,  in  the  place  of  Forstall,  esq. 
removed. 

Letters  from  Texas  have  been  received  at  Buffalo, 
announcing  the  dea’h  ol  Lyman  Rathbu.n,  on  the  1st 
ultimo. 

Cruelly  to  hrules.  We  saw  yesterday,  a great  lub- 
berly boy,  with  strength  enough  to  drag,  a well  laden 
hand  cart,  driving  before  him  a dog,  of  rather  small 
size,  harnessed  to  a box  on  wheels.  The  contents  of 
the  box  indicated  the  occupation  of  the  biped  who 
owned  it.  He  was  a vender  of  friction  matches,  a re- 
gular loafer  of  the  make  believe  do  something  order. 
All  the  matches  in  the  box  would  not  weigh  so  much 
as  one  of  its  sides,  yet  the  lazy  rascal  had  the  impu- 
dence to  make  a poor,  halt  starved  dog,  carry  a bur- 
then which  the  well  fed  biped  might  have  borne,  in  a 
bag  or  bundle,  on  his  little  finger.  We  had  a great 
mind  to  kick  the  fellow;  but  that  would  have  been  an 


assault  “in  extremis,’’  “more  honored  in  the  breach 
than  the  observance,”  and  would  have  put  us  decided- 
ly in  the  wrong.  Counsellor  Gill  would  not  sustain  us 
under  Lynch  law,  we  well  knew — so  we  didn’t  kick 
the  scamp,  but  we  itched  to  kick  him  awfully. 

[ Boston  Trans. 

A company  of  United  States  dragooqs,  about  sixty 
in  number,  passed  through  Philadelphia  on  Thursday 
from  the  camp  at  Trenton  on  their  way  to  Fort  Lea- 
venworth. 

More  burning  to  death  by  spirit  gas.  The  wife  of  Mr. 
Van  Boskerck,  No.  115  Madison  street,  New  York, 
on  Wednesday  evening,  was  so  terribly  burned  by  her 
clothes  taking  fire  from  the  explosion  of  a spirit  gas 
lamp,  that  she  expired  on  Friday  last,  after  great  suf- 
fering. The  unfortunate  iady  was  trimming  a hall 
lamp,  lighted  with  spirit  gas,  when  it  was  by  some  ac- 
cident broken,  and  us  contents  thrown  over  the  lady’s 
person.  This  is  the  second  death,  within  a few  days, 
that  has  been  brought  about  by  the  use  of  this  danger- 
ous mixture.  [ N . Y.  Gazette. 

Elliot  Cresson.  This  indefatigable  philanthropist,  is 
at  Hartford,  Connecticut.  A correspondent  there  in- 
forms us  that  his  subscription  list  for  colonization  now 
amounts  to  $15,000.  [ Journal  of  Commerce. 

Copy  right  case.  Another  copy  right  case,  similar  to 
the  one  reported  a few  days  since,  has  been  com- 
menced in  the  United  States  circuit,  by  Montgomery 
R.  Bartlett,  author  of  additions  to  Murray’s  English 
Reader,  against  Joshua  B.  Lippincott,  Franklin  Dyer, 
and  Milton  Dyer,  co-partners,  doing  business  under 
the  firm  of  J.  B.  Lippincott  & Co.  The  bail  demand- 
ed was  15,000,  the  same  as  in  the  former  case  against 
Lippincott  & Clark,  but  was  reduced  by  judge  Hop- 
kinson  to  1,000  dollars.  David  Paul  Brown,  counsel 
for  the  defendants,  applied  to  the  court  for  a rule  on 
the  plaintiff  to  give  security  for  the  costs,  which  is  re- 
turnable on  Monday  next.  This  application  was  made 
on  the  ground  that  Mr.  Bartlett  was  not  a ciiizen  of 
this  state,  &c.  The  suits  are  brought  to  the  October 
session  ot  this  court.  [Phil.  North  Amer. 

Sixty-four  whales  ori  shore.  The  St.  John,  (N.  B.) 
Courier,  of  the  24. h ult.  publishes  the  following  ex- 
tract of  a letter  from  a respectable  gentleman  in 
Shediac  to  his  friend  in  that  city. 

On  the  morning  of  Sunday  last  were  found  lying  on 
the  shore  at  Reedish,  in  this  parish,  64  whales,  the 
largest  one  twenty-three  and  a half  feet  in  length, 
from  which  were  taken  about  350  barrels  of  oil.  Of 
their  species,  &c.  I am  unable  to  state,  and  as  the 
weather  lor  some  days  previous,  had  been  uncommon- 
ly calm  and  fine,  no  opinion  can  be  formed  as  to  the 
cause  of  their  having  run  aground. 

Washington  Irving  proposes  calling  the  state  of  New 
York  Ontario,  and  the  city  Manhattan.  He  also  thinks 
it  would  be  better  to  call  the  United  States  Appalachia 
or  Alleghania — he  prefers  the  latter  name. 

French  embroideries.  It  is  seated  that  the  annual  va- 
lue ofembroideries  made  in  France,  amounts  to  twelve 
million  of  francs,  (.£430  000),  and  at  Nantez  alone, 
with  its  neighborhood,  25,000  women  and  girls  are 
engaged  in  this  trade.  Paris,  Alencon,  Lyons,  Tarare 
and  St.  Quentin  are  the  principal  seats  of  the  embroi- 
dering art. 

Philadelphia  Sept.  6.  We  leard  that  as  our  respected 
fellow  citizens,  Mathew  Carey  and  W.  B.  Wood,  esqs. 
and  a grand  son  of  the  latter  gentleman,  were  riding 
across  the  commons  on  Tuesday  last,  their  carriage  was 
overset,  and  all  three  severely,  but  not  dangerously 
bruised.  Mr.  Carey,  we  regret  to  say,  received  a wound 
on  the  temple,  which  has  much  disfigured  one  of  his 
eyes. 

Loss  of  nine  lives.  We  learn  from  the  Boston  papers 
of  Tuesday,  that  the  brig  Tilton,  Greenlaw,  of  that 
port,  from  Calais  for  Providence,  with  a cargo  of  lum- 
ber and  twelve  passengers,  went  ashore  on  Marshfield 
beach,  at  midnight  on  Friday,  in  the  gale,  and  nine  of 
the  passengers,  consisting  of  an  Irish  woman  and  five 
children,  on  their  way  to  New  York  to  join  her  hus- 
band, and  three  chidren  of  a Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hogan, 
who  were  on  board  perished.  After  the  brig  struck, 
the  sea  quickly  beat  in  her  stern,  and  most  of  the 
clothing,  &.c.  was  washed  out  of  the  cabin.  The  vessel 
has  also  bilged,  and  will  not  probably  be  got  off,  no  in- 
surance. Her  cargo,  which  is  owned  in  Calias,  is  land- 
ing on  the  beach,  and  nearly  all  will  besaved.  The 
wreck  is  in  charge  of  Mr.  Waterman  Thomas,  South 
Marshfield.  The  name  of  the  woman  who  perished  is 
Mrs.  Catharine  Duress. 

The  Cecil  Gazette  says:  “The  severe  north  east  gale 
of  the  16th  brought  into  our  county,  perhaps  lor  the 
first  time,  one  of  those  beautiful  little  birds  so  well 
known  to  sailors  by  the  cognomen  of  “ Mother  Carey's 
chickens."  It  was  shot  in  a mill  dam  belonging  to 
Mr.  Eli  Hurford,  near  the  brick  meeting  house,  and 
has  been  carefully  preserved  by  a medical  gentleman 
in  the  neighborhood,  devoted  to  the  subject  of  orni- 
thology. 

The  officers  of  the  1st  regiment  of  artillery,  station- 
ed at  Piattsburg,  intend  erecting  a monument  to  the 
memory  of  the  late  lieutenant  David  E.  Plale. 

New  York  commerce.  A heavy  arrival  of  the  “home- 
ward bound,”  notwithstanding  all  the  rain  storm  of 
Wednesday,  viz:  ten  ships  (eight  of  them  from  Liver- 
pool) three  barques,  sixteen  brigs,  (one  the  French  brig 
Voltiguer,  capt.  Berard,  of  twenty  guns  and  118  men, 


36  days  from  Vera  Cruz,  put  in  for  provisions).  Also 
ten  schooners.  [JV.  Y.  Star. 

Horse  collars.  An  English  paper  states  that  a great 
improvement  has  recently  been  made  on  this  part  of  a 
horse’s  harness,  the  collar  being  inflated.  The  success 
attending  this  improvement  has  been  established  by 
experiment,  and  has  proved  a wonderful  relief  in  that 
valuable  animal,  the  horse. 

Wisconsin.  Josiah  A.  Noonan  has  been  appointed 
by  governor  Dodge,  auditor  of  the  territory  of  Wiscon- 
sin. Mr.  N.  was  formerly  editor  of  this  paper,  and  his 
talents,  industry  and  enterprise,  won  for  him  troops  of 
friends  among  the  hardy  democracy  of  old  Herkimer, 
who  will  be  glad  to  learn  that  his  worth  is  duly  appre- 
ciated in  the  new  and  flourishing  territory  in  which  he 
is  so  located.  [ Mohawk  Courier. 

Wheal  in  Wisconsin.  The  Milwaukie  Sentinel  of 
August  20th  says:  “The  wheat  harvest  is  past  and  the 
amount  is  very  abundant.  We  understand  that  it  can 
be  bought  here  in  quantities  at  fifty  cents  per  bushel 
The  corn  crop  looks  well,  and  if  the  present  weather 
should  continue  a short  time^there  will  be  a very  great 
amount  gathered.” 

Health  of  cities.  At  New  Orleans,  on  the  29th,  there 
were  33  patients  admitted  to  the  charity  hospital — 26 
with  fever,  and  there  were  6 deaths.  On  the  29th, 
there  were  24  admitted,  20  with  fever,  and  there  were 
5 deaths.  From  the  18ih  to  the  28th  inclusive,  there 
were  256  interments  in  Potter’s  Field,  179  of  which 
were  reporled  yellow  fever.  The  average  interments 
in  the  same  time,  in  the  Catholic  and  Protestant  ceme- 
teries, were  about  3 a day,  one-hall  of  which  were 
yellow  fever. 

The  Charleston  Courier  of  Wednesday  says,  “the 
mortality  from  stranger’s  fever  has  been  much  less  this 
year  than  it  was  last,  although  it  commenced  so  much 
earlier  tnis  year.  The  number  of  deaths  from  this 
cause,  for  the  week  ending  the  31st  ult.  as  appears  by 
the  bill  of  mortality,  published  this  morning,  is  16  (the 
maximum  for  the  present  season) — for  the  week  previ- 
ous it  was  15.  Tne  deaths  from  stranger’s  fever,  for 
the  corresponding  weeks,  last  year  were  43  and  23.” 

The  health  of  Augusta,  under  date  of  September  1st, 
announces  the  occurrence  of  five  deaths  by  yellow  fe- 
ver during  the  two  preceding  days.  The  disease  had 
assumed  a very  mild  form. 

On  the  2d  inst.  four  deaths  were  reported,  and  those 
of  recent  origin  yielded  readily  to  medicine. 

There  were  133  deaths  at  Mobile  during  the  month 
of  August.  The  yellow  fever  is  said  to  be  on  the  de- 
crease. 

Loss  of  steamboats  in  the  west  in  1838.  The  Alton 
Telegraph  calculates  as  follows,  the  list  of  steamboats 
lost  or  considerably  injured  oil  the  western  waters  dur- 
ing the  year  1838.  We  copy  an  abstract: 

Whole  number  eighty — of  which,  there  were 


Blown  up,  8 

Collapsed,  6 

Burst  steam-pipe,  2 

Burnt,  2 

Snagged,  37 

Sunk,  17 

Collision,  2 


Of  these,  13  were  lost  on  the  Ohio,  50  on  the  Lower 
Mississippi,  5 on  the  Upper  Mississippi,  2 on  the  Mis- 
souri, 2 on  the  Illinois,  I on  the  Arkansas,  1 on  Red 
River,  I in  the  gulph  of  Mexico,  and  three  in  other  pla- 
ces. 

Of  the  eight  blown  up,  only  one,  the  Moselle,  was  on 
the  Ohio — of  the  six  collapsed,  none — of  the  thirty- 
seven  snagged,  four  were  on  that  river. 

A mirage.  On  Tuesday  afternoon  a distinctly 
marked  mirage  was  observed  in  the  harbor  of  Boston. 
Vessels,  says  the  Advertiser,  of  which  only  the  sails 
could  be  seen  in  the  distance,  were  represented  by  a 
distant  image  inverted  above  the  horizon,  exhibiting  not 
only  the  sails  but  the  hull.  In  some  instances  images 
were  seen,  apparently  of  vessels  beyond  the  reach  of 
direct  vision. 

Abandonment  of  an  U.  S.  light  boat.  The  new  light 
boat  which  was  recently  built  at  Georgetown,  (D.  C.) 
for  the  SavannahVtation,  and  sailed  thence  a few  weeks 
since,  sustained  so  much  damage  in  the  late  severe 
gale,  that  she  was  abandoned,  1st  inst  off  Frying  Pan, 
being  entirely  unmanageable.  Captain  Peabody  and 
crew  have  arrived  in  Charleston. 

The  Paris,  Kentucky,  Citizen,  says:  “The  grand 
jury,  at  the  present  term  of  our  circuit  court,  found  62 
indictments  and  presentments,  of  which,  thirty-two 
were  for  betting  on  elections,  and  twenty-one  for  gam- 
ing.” 

The  Harrisburg  Keystone  of  Wednesday  last  says, 
“thus  far,  not  an  offer  for  a single  dollar  of  the  state 
loan  has  been  made.  If  this  loan  is  not  soon  taken  the 
public  works  must  stop — the  contractors  and  workmen 
ruinously  feel  the  pressure — and  all  classes  of  the  com- 
munity directly  or  indirectly  become  the  sufferers.” 

At  the  recent  election  in  Indiana,  there  were  polled 
100,674  votes,  being  an  increase  of  18,642  since  the 
election  of  1837.  At  the  present  ratio  of  representa- 
tion, Indiana  will  be  entitled,  under  the  next  appor- 
tionment, to  double  her  present  number  of  members  of 
congress. 

The  hon.  James  R.  Black,  judge  of  the  superior 
court  of  the  state  of  Delaware,  died  at  his  residence 
in  New  Castle,  on  Tuesday  evening  last. 
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PAYABLE 

IN  ADVANCE. 

NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER, 

FOR  SALE, 

That  the  estate  of  the  late  Hezekiah  Niles  may 
be  speedily  settled,  it  has  been  deemed  advisable 
by  those  who  have  the  management  thereof,  that  the 
entire  establishment,  so  well  known  throughout  the 
country  as  “Niles’  Register,”  should  be  sold: 
It  is  therefore  offered  for  sale,  with  the  subscription 
list,  printing  materials  and  every  thing  which  pro- 
perly belongs  to  the  publication.  Sd"  The  subscrip- 
tion list  has  not  for  many  years  been  larger  than  at 
present,  and  the  subscribers  are  among  the  best  and 
most  punctual  in  the  country;  and  the  office  con- 
tains all  necessary  type  and  presses,  (one  a power 
press  made  by  Adams)  of  the  most  improved  kind, 
in  the  best  condition. 

Presuming  that  those  desirous  of  purchasing  will 
make  enquiries  in  person  or  by  letter,  it  is  not 
deemed  necessary  to  extend  this  notice  further,  than 
to  express  the  conviction,  that  the  establishment  is 
one  of  the  most  valuable  in  the  country,  as  can  be  sa- 
tisfactorily proven  by  an  exhibition  of  the  receipts 
and  expenditures,  and  that  in  the  hands  of  a person 
with  a amall  capital,  and  qualified  to  conduct  it,  the 
price  demanded  can  be  realized  in  clear  profits  in 
less  than  three  years. 

The  whole  establishment  can  be  had  on  reasona- 
ble terms,  and  on  an  extended  credit  so  as  to  enable 
the  purchaser  to  prosecute  the  business  to  advan- 
tage. 

Address  the  present  editor, 

WM.  OGDEN  NILES,  or 
PHILIP  REIGART, 

Agent  of  the  administratrix  of  H.  Niles,  deceased. 

OCrEditors  throughout  the  United  States,  are  re- 
spectfully requested  to  insert  the  above,  and  invite 
public  attention  to  it. 

0Cf=Tn  consequence  of  the  necessity  which  exists 
for  the  sale  of  this  work,  the  present  editor  will  soon 
be  at  liberty  to  seek  other  employment;  and  he  re- 
spectfully offers  his  services  to  his  editorial  brethren 
in  any  of  the  large  cities,  or  will  be  obliged  to  any 
of  his  friends  who  will  inform  him  of  a suitable  lo- 
cation in  one  of  the  prosperous  towns  of  the  west, 
where  his  editorial  labors  will  meet  with  a reasona- 
ble reward.  His  qualifications  may  be  inferred  from 
the  fact,  that  for  more  than  fifteen  years  he  was  the 
assistant  editor  of  the  “Register,”  and  that  for 
more  than  six  years  he  conducted  a political  paper 
with  advantage  to  the  whig  party  and  profit  to  him- 
self. He  is  besides  practically  acquainted  with  the 
printing  business,  and  could  be  generally  useful  in 
a large  newspaper  establishment. 

For  his  character  and  standing  as  a man  and  citi- 
zen, he  confidently  refers  to  any  old  and  respectable 
inhabitant  of  this  city. 

Baltimore,  Aug.  30, 1839. 

{tr3=  On  the  12th  instant  the  corner  stone  of  the 
monument  to  be  erected  in  commemoration  of  the 
battle  of  North  Point  was  laid  with  appropriate 
ceremonies — a full  account  of  which,  with  the  ora- 
tion delivered  on  the  occasion,  shall  have  a place 
in  the  next  “Register.” 

Kentucky.  On  Thursday  the  29th  ult.  the 
hon.  Charles  A.  Wickliffe  arrived  at  the  seat  of  go- 
vernment and  took  upon  himself  the  oath  of  office, 
and  entered  on  the  duties  which  devolved  on  him 
as  chief  magistrate  of  the  state. 

Commodore  Elliott.  It  is  stated  in  the  New 
York  Courier  that  the  court  of  inquiry,  appointed 
to  investigate  the  charges  against  commodore  El- 
liott, has  sent  in  their  report  to  the  secretary.  The 
majority  recommended  that  he  should  be  tried  by  a 
naval  court  martial— com.  Stewart  dissenting, 
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Commodore  Ridgely,  of  the  United  States 
navy,  has  been  elected  an  honorary  member  of  the 
British  “royal  yacht  squadron,”  of  which  the  earl 
of  Yarborough  is  commodore.  The  first  compli- 
ment of  the  kind  conferred  upon  an  American. 
Com.  Ridgely  was  proposed  by  col.  Greirville,  who 
was  hospitable  entertained  when  here  in  his  own 
yacht,  as  bearer  of  despatches  to  Canada.  The 
club  comprises  about  four  hundred  regular  members, 
and  the  great  annual  sailing  match  takes  place  on 
the  20th  inst.  [ Newark  Daily  Adv. 

Consuls.  Joseph  B.  Brown  of  Key  West,  has 
been  recognized  by  the  president  of  the  United 
States  as  consul  of  the  lepublic  of  Texas  for  Key 
West  in  Florida. 

Thomas  Dixon,  as  consul  of  the  king  of  the  Ne- 
therlands at  Boston,  for  the  states  of  Massachusetts, 
Rhode  Island,  Maine  and  New  Hampshire. 

T.  T.  Hoogewerff,  as  counsel  of  the  king  of  the 
Netherlands,  at  Baltimore,  for  the  state  of  Maryland 
and  District  of  Columbia. 

Hugo  Christian  Gildemeiter,  as  counsul  of  the 
king  of  the  Netherlands,  at  New  Orleans,  for  the 
states  of  Louisiana  and  Mississippi. 

Jacob  R.  Valek,  as  consul  of  the  king  of  the  Ne- 
therlands, at  Charleston,  for  the  states  of  South 
Carolina,  North  Carolina  and  Georgia. 

Henry  Bohlen,  as  consul  of  the  king  of  the  Ne- 
therlands, at  Philadelphia,  for  the  states  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  Delaware. 

J.  C.  Zimmerman,  as  consul  of  the  king  of  the 
Netherlands,  at  New  York,  for  the  states  of  New 
York,  New  Jersey  and  Connecticut. 

Luiz  Frederico  De  Figaniere,  as  Brazilian  vice 
consul  for  the  port  of  New  York  and  its  district. 

Health  of  New  Orleans.  The  Bee  of  the 
3d  instant  says: — “The  report  of  admissions  into  the 
charity  hospital  for  the  last  week  of  persons  at- 
tacked with  the  prevailing  epidemic,  exhibits  a de- 
cided improvement  over  the  returns  for  the  pre- 
ceding week. — The  number  of  new  cases  is  110 — 
last  week,  129;  the  recoveries,  84 — last  week,  84; 
and  the  deaths,  34 — last  week,  67.  The  mortality, 
it  is  perceived,  has  evidently  diminished.  If  129 
new  cases  gave  67  deaths; — 110  should  have  given 
about  58  instead  of  34, — a palpable  proof  that  the 
disease  is  less  fatal.  But  while  we  admit  the  fact, 
(continues  the  Bee)  we  do  not  feel  justified  in  con- 
cluding that  any  amelioration  has  occurred  either 
in  the  character  or  progress  of  the  fever.  It  is  al- 
together likely  that  the  disease  in  the  hospitals  has 
assumed  a less  fatal  aspect,  purely  because  the 
new  cases  are  now  brought  in  while  they  are  yei 
under  the  control  of  remedial  measures.  The  la- 
boring classes,  which  are  generally  the  subjects  of 
hospital  practice,  have  become  terrified  by  witness- 
ing tlie  dreadful  mortality  of  the  epidemic,  and  are 
disposed  to  seek  assistance  as  soon  as  symptoms  of 
illness  manifest  themselves.  The  promptitude  to 
place  themselves  under  medical  attention  readily 
explains  the  smaller  porportion  ofdeaths  established 
in  last  week’s  report.  Diligent  inquiry  has  convinc- 
ed us  that  in  private  practice  the  epidemic  has  suf- 
fered no  diminution.  The  physician’s  gig  rattles 
incessantly  over  the  stones,  and  the  mournful  hearse 
with  its  lugubrious  trappings  still  frequently  arrests 
the  attention  of  the  passers-by.  The  nearest  ap- 
proximation to  accuracy  that  we  can  arrive  at,  in 
making  an  estimate  of  the  probable  weekly  deaths, 
is  by  inspecting  the  list  of  interments  at  the  Bayou 
cemetery,  where  all  corpses  from  the  hospital  and 
most  of  the  poorer  classes  are  buried.  For  the 
week  ending  on  the  1st,  the  number  of  interments 
was  186  We  presume  that  in  the  Catholic  and 
Piotestant  burying  grounds,  the  interments  have 
averaged  50  during  the  same  period.  Consequent- 
ly the  deaths  in  the  city  for  the  past  week  may  with 
tolerable  certainty  be  set  down  as  between  220  and 
240,  or  about  32  deaths  per  day.  This  is  bad 
enough  to  be  sure,  but  by  no  means  as  calamitous 
as  the  last  yellow  fever  season. 

Safety  fund  banking  convention.  We  have 
before  us  the  proceedings  of  a convention  of  the 
safety  fund  banks,  held  at  Auburn,  on  the  4th  inst. 
W.  M.  Oliver,  esq.  in  the  chair,  and  Watts  Sher- 
man, esq.  secretary.  Delegates  were  present  from 
thirty-eight  banks.  The  object  of  the  convention 


was  to  devise  a plan  for  the  redemption  of  the  bills 
of  the  banks  under  the  general  banking  law.  A 
committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Dwight,  Paine, 
Patchin,  Wells,  Lester,  Maxwell,  Leach,  Throop’ 
Brainard,  Bennett  and  Williams,  reported  a plan, 
that  was, unanimously  adopted  by  the  convention^ 
the  material  feature  of  which  was  the  appointment 
of  a committee  of  seven,  empowered  to  make  ar- 
rangements with  some  bank  or  banks  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  Albany  or  Troy,  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  up  the  paper  of  the  free  banks  at  J per  cent, 
discount,  or  at  such  rate  a3  safety  fund  notes  are  or 
shall  be  redeemed  in  New  York.  The  committee 
consists  of  Messrs.  Oliver,  Paine,  Throop,  Wells 
Williams,  Brainard  and  Grant.  It  wgs  also  recom- 
mended that  all  the  safety  fund  banks  receive  at 
their  counter  the  bills  of  the  free  banks. 

[■ Albany  Argus. 


Expenses  of  opening  streets,  &c.  The  fol- 
lowing is  a statement  of  the  expenses  incurred  in 
opening  and  widening  streets  in  the  city  and  dis- 
tricts of  Philadelphia,  during  Ihe  period  commenc- 
ing on  the  31st  day  of  December,  1827,  and  end- 
ing on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1839: 

City  of  Philadelphia,  #168,539  00 

Incorporated  N.  Liberties,  39  096  77 

Kensington,  22s’,523  94 

Spring  Garden,  114,568  15 

Moyamer.sing,  58,264  94 

Southwark,  243,883  34 


Total  amount,  #852,876  14 

The  above  statement  does  not  embrace  cases  in 
which  awards  were  rendered  in  1838,  nor  sums  re- 
maining unpaid  of  former  awards— these  will  add 
about  #200,000  to  the  above  amount. 

The  amount  drawn  from  the  county  treasury 
during  the  above  period,  for  the  payment  of  roads, 
jurors,  &c.  distinct  from  the  previous  entries,  has 
been  on  an  average  about  #1,000  a year. 


CORONATION  EXPENSES. 


1 he  tollowing  were 

the  expenses  incurred  at  the  coronation  of  queen 
Victoria. 


£. 

14,024 

9,800 

3,163 

1,485 

307 


Lord  chamberlain’s  department, 

Master  of  the  horse. 

Mistress  of  the  robes, 

Earl  marshal’s  department, 

Herald’s  fees, 

Master  of  the  mint,  for  gold  and 
silver  medals,  5,000  0 0 

Cominmissioners  of 
woods,  &c.  expen- 
ses of  fitting  up 
Westminster  Ab- 
bey, &c.  30,213  2 10  j-  31,037  19  0 

Expenses  of  illumi- 
nating public  build- 
ings, 804  16 

Fireworks,  ' 1,492  8 3 

Opening  theatres  & other  amusements,  3,110  0 0 


Total, 


69,421  1 10 


From  Texas.  The  Houston  Telegraph  of 
August  14th  says: 

A letter  has  just  been  received  at  the  war  depart- 
ment, from  gen.  Rusk,  bearing  date  of  the  17th 
instant,  stating  that  brigadier  general  Dyer,  of  the 
Red  River  brigade,  was  on  his  march  from  Red 
River,  in  accordance  with  the  orders  of  the  secre- 
tary of  war,  to  the  Indian  settlements  on  the  Sa- 
bine, with  three  hundred  and  fifty  men.  This 
march,  in  conjunction  with  a campaign  intended  by 
the  secretary  of  war,  against  the  Upper  Trinity, 
will  effectually  clear  the  country  of  the  Indian 
enemy,  by  destroying  their  last  strong  holds  and 
resting  place.  Our  frontier  has  been  advanced  by 
the  late  campaign,  at  least  one  hundred  miles  into 
the  Indian  country.  No  disturbances  had  taken 
place  on  the  frontier  since  the  late  engagement 
with  the  Cherokees.  A force  of  400  troops  has 
been  left  in  the  country  lately  occupied  by  the  Che- 
rokees, under  the  command  of  col.  Burleson.  They 
are  to  remain  until  they  are  relieved  by  other  forces, 
and  to  be  so  disposed  of  as  to  guard  every  portion 
of  the  frontier. 


34 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— SEPT.  14  1839— MISCELLANEOUS. 


Latest  from  Maranham.  Letters  were  re- 
ceived in  this  city  on  T uesday  from  Maranharn,  of 
the  14th  July,  from  u hich  we  learn  that  the  rebel- 
lion in  the  interior  still  continued,  and  that  the  re- 
bels had  met  with  new  successes.  Business,  which 
had  for  some  time  been  interrupted,  was  at  an  en- 
tire stand,  in  consequence  of  the  threatening  aspect 
of  affairs. 

We  have  been  favored  with  the  following  transla- 
tion of  a proclamation  issued  at  Maranham  on  the 
18th  July:  [ Salem.  Gazette. 

PROCLAMATION. 

Brave  citizens  of  Maranham! — The  horde  of  rebels 
which  rob,  murder,  and  destroy  in  the  interior,  still 
continue  their  threatening  and  unchecked  course. — 
Notwithstanding  the  energetic  measures  taken  by 
the  government,  the  rebellion  has  found  a new  the- 
atre for  its  horrible  attempts — Caxias  is  in  the  pow- 
er of  the  insurgents!!  Be  not  discouraged,  however, 
by  this  unlooked  for  event.  Great  resources  still 
remain  to  us — new  auxiliaries  have  been  asked  from 
our  brothers  of  the  north  and  south — every  measure 
has  been  taken  to  preserve  the  capital,  and  to  sup- 
press the  anarchy  wherever  it  has  manifested  itself. 

Worthy  inhabitants  of  Maranham!  The  moment 
has  arrived  to  show  the  patriotism  which  animates 
you.  Unite  yourselves  around  your  president,  and 
respond  eagerly  to  the  call  which  is  made  upon  you 
for  the  defence  of  your  lives  and  property. 

Brazilian  citizens,  of  whatever  political  opinions! 
throw  aside,  in  this  solemn  moment,  the  differen- 
ces which  separate  you,  and  unite  in  one  only  in- 
terest— let  all  conspire  for  the  salvation  of  the  pro- 
vince. Yet,  another  effort,  brave  citizens  of  Ma- 
ranham, after  so  many  sacrifices,  and  legality  shall 
triumph. 

Long  live  religion! 

Long  live  the  integrity  of  the  empire! 

Long  live  Don  Pedro  2d! 

Long  live  the  brave  citizens  of  Maranham! 

Palace  of  the  government  of  Maranham,  13  th  July, 
1839.  ” 

Manoel  Felisardo  de  Souza  e Mello. 

Guatemala.  We  have  learned,  by  late  arrivals 
from  this  republic,  that  anarchy  and  disunion 
threatened  its  political  existence.  A better  state  of 
things,  however,  is  about  to  succeed.  On  the  first 
of  June,  the  constituent  assembly  of  the  state  of 
Guatemala  published  an  address  to  its  constituents, 
which  is  marked  with  patriotism  and  political  wis- 
dom. Fernando  Davila  is  president,  and  Juan  Jose 
de  Aycinena,  vice  president.  The  provinces  of 
Costa  Rica  and  Yera  Paz,  which  had  separated 
themselves  from  the  confederation,  will,  it  is  hoped, 
rejoin  it,  and  find  their  strength  in  union. 

Mr.  Stephens,  our  accomplished  tourist,  will  sail 
from  New  York  for  Guatemala,  a3  soon  as  the  sick- 
ly season  on  the  coast  may  render  it  prudent  for  him 
to  undertake  the  journey.  His  diplomatic  charac- 
ter will  secure  him  every  protection  and  facility; 
but  it  would  be  subject  of  regret,  if  any  internal 
dissentions  should  at  all  obstruct  his  travels  in  the 
interior,  by  which  the  world  will  hereafter  expect 
to  be  entertained  and  instructed.  [Globe. 

From  Jamaica.  We  had  not  space  more  than 
barely  to  notice  the  arrival  of  Jamaica  dates  to 
August  23d.  We  subjoin  some  items: 

Extension  of  right  of  suffrage.  The  freeholders 
of  Jamaica,  now  in  possession  of  the  elective  fran- 
chise— consisting  of  whites,  browns  and  blacks, 
amount  to  135,000  at  least,  a number  which  is  daily 
on  the  increase. 

A boat  with  11  men  had  perished  in  going  round 
with  £700  worth  of  provisions  for  the  races  at 
Annott’s  bay. 

In  several  parts  of  the  island  the  negroes  have 
not  returned  to  labor. 

The  great  agitator,  parson  Knibb,  (Baptist),  con- 
tinues to  be  the  object  of  severe  animadversion. 
The  Despatch  says — 

This  man  who  seems  to  make  a trade  of  religion, 
asserts  in  one  breath, 

‘■That  there  is  no  chance  of  obtaining  justice  in 
Jamaica.’ 

And  in  the  next  he  says: 

‘I  have  it  from  good  authority  that  sir  Lionel 
Smith  declared  that  he  would  dismiss  the  very 
first  magistrate  that  made  use  of  the  law  as  an  en- 
gine to  oppress  the  people!’ 

Some  doggrels  on  the  departure  of  the  unpopular 
governor,  sir  Lionel  Smith,  and  his  friend  and  pro- 
tege Knibbs,  run  thus — 

Billy  K— bb,  Billy  K— bb, 

Hoist  the  flvingjib, 

If  thou  wishest  to  go  with  whole  bones 
For  that  well  leathered  fellow 
High  lying  C — st — llo, 

Thy  bacon  can’t  save  from  Tom  Jones! 


Be  off— one  and  all, 

Be  off  great  and  small, 

You  vagabond  pelf  hunting  thieves; 

And  ii  it’s  for  worse — 

May  the  devil’s  black  curse 

Stick  close  to  your  skirts  and  your  sleeves. 

Go  coble — go  hammer, 

Wield  shears,  awl,  or  rammer, 

Drive  coaches,  bake,  drum,  dig  or  bore, 

But  let  this  lend  rest — 

For  surely  ’t were  blest, 

When  such  vermin  infest  it  no  more! 

Since  the  glorious  anniversary  of  emancipation, 
August  1st,  the  negroes  appear  to  have  remained 
in  a state  of  perfect  asphyxia  as  to  work.  They 
say  they  will  not  resume,  if  they  are  to  be  charged 
rent  for  their  houses  and  grounds.  Give  them  an 
inch  and  they  ask  an  ell.  The  St.  Domingo  mas- 
sacre will  be  the  finale.  So  much  for  abolition  saints. 
Mr.  Knibb  denies  all  the  imputations  cast  upon 
him,  and  is  furious  against  the  Jamaica  jury  for 
acquitting  Mr.  Dwyer,  and  also  the  Despatch  of 
alleged  libels  upon  him. 

The  deficit  in  the  export  of  sugar,  for  the  year 
ending  August  1st,  is  4,700  hogsheads.  This  is 
the  fruit  of  free  negro  idleness.  The  arrival  of  the 
governor  sir  Charles  Metcalfe,  was  to  be  celebrated 
by  an  illumination.  Great  joy  was  expressed  at 
the  news  of  his  appointment,  and  the  results  of 
recent  trial  show  a better  state  of  things  among  the 
planters.  [N.  Y.  Star. 

Calamitous  fire  and  loss  of  life.  On 
Saturday  morning,  the  31st  ult.  between  three  and 
four  o’clock,  a fire  broke  out  in  the  warehouse  of 
Messrs.  Blaue,  Tompkins  & Barrett,  on  Water,  be- 
tween Laurel  and  Vine  streets — in  the  rear  of  the 
bank.  When  the  fire  was  first  discovered,  a dense 
mass  of  smoke  was  breaking  through  the  roof,  and 
the  whole  of  the  upper  story  was  soon  in  flames; 
and  it  being  a time  in  the  night  when  persons  were 
generally  asleep,  and  the  fire  not  being  discovered 
till  it  had  progressed  to  a considerable  extent,  and 
also  a scarcity  of  water,  the  fire  rushed  with  unre- 
strained violence,  and  before  the  citizens  and  fire 
companies  could  effect  any  thing,  it  had  communi- 
cated to  such  an  extent,  that  for  a time,  all  efforts 
to  stay  its  onward  course  proved  unvailing. 

Shortly  after  the  arrival  of  the  engines,  an  explo- 
sion of  gunpowder  took  place  in  the  store  where 
the  fire  originated,  which,  how  ever,  did  no  particu- 
lar injury  except  to  throw  the  walls  out  of  plumb, 
which  occasioned  them  to  fall  as  hereafter  stated. 
The  fire  soon  communicated  to  the  adjoining  tene- 
ments. On  the  south  were  a number  of  wooden 
buildings,  grocery  and  drug  stores — among  them 
Alleyne  & Co’s,  and  O.  Cobb’s — which  were  all 
destroyed  as  far  down  as  as  the  store  of  Dennis 
Marks.  To  the  north,  the  adjoining  store  of  Messrs. 
Stettinus  & January,  was  burnt  down,  beyond 
which,  by  the  exertions  of  the  firemen,  the  progress 
of  flame  was  prevented.  In  this  store,  also  an  ex- 
plosion took  place,  which  threw  the  roof  entirely 
off!,  scattering  the  timbers  in  all  directions,  and 
what  is  most  extraordinary  is,  that  although  the 
firemen  were  crowded  up  close  to  the  building  at 
both  ends,  and  also,  some  twenty  persons  in  the  in- 
side of  the  building,  no  one  by  the  explosion  was 
seriously  injured,  as  we  could  learn. 

The  most  melancholy  part  of  the  tale  is  yet  to  be 
told,  the  first  frame  building  adjoining  Blain, 
Tompkins  & Barrett  was  occupied  by  G.  M.  Wil- 
ling & Co.  In  this  house  several  persons  were  em- 
ployed in  taking  out  goods.  Mr.  B.  L.  Turnbull, 
book  merchants,  and  James  Hayden,  son  of  Elijah 
Hayden,  were  engaged  in  rolling  out  a cask,  when 
the  gable  end  of  the  stone  house  of  Blain,  Tomp- 
kins & Barrett  fell  on  the  frame  and  crushed  them 
instantly.  A young  man  by  the  name  of  Brewer, 
son  of  Mr.  Chas.  Brewer,  a cooper  of  this  city,  was 
also  found.  In  his  pocket  was  found  a receipt  for 
passage  from  Louisville  to  this  city,  on  board  the 
steamboat  Boston,  for  himself  and  sister.  Several 
other  persons  are  reported  to  have  been  buried 
also,  but  we  cannot  learn  certainly  of  the  loss  of 
but  one  other.  One  body  was  found  so  much  man- 
gled and  burnt  that  no  traces  could  be  recognized, 
In  all  four  bodies  have  been  recovered  from  the 
ruins — further  search  is  still  being  made,  and  it  is 
probable  there  are  others  not  yet  found. 

The  following  is  a list  of  those  burnt  out:  Stet- 
tinus & January,  Blain,  Tompkins  & Barrett,  Os- 
car Cobb,  G.  M.  Willing,  Alleyne  & Co.  and  Z. 
N.  Roberts,  together  with  several  other  small  estab- 
lishments. 

Several  explosions  occurred  during  the  fire  from 
the  bursting  of  liquor  casks  and  barrels,  but  only 
the  two  mentioned  from  powder. 

[St.  Louis  Republican. 


STATE  CENSUS. 


we  are  lnoeDiea  io  me  polite- 
ness of  his  excellency  the  governor,  for  the  follow- 
ing statement  of  the  returns  lately  made  to  him  by 
the  persons  appointed  by  the  legislature,  at  its  last 
session,  to  take  the  census  of  the  state.  Failures 
have  occurred,  it  will  be  seen  in  four  instances,  for 
which  he  is  authorised  by  the  legislature,  to  provide 
by  appointments. 

Census  of  the  free  white  inhabitants  of  South  Caro- 
lina, for  the  year  1839. 

Abbeville  district, 

Anderson 


Barnwell 
Chester 
Chesterfield 
Darlington 
Edgefield 
Fairfield 
Greenville 
Kershaw 
Lancaster 
Laurens 
Lexington, 

Marlboro’ 

Newberry 
Orangeburgh  } «.  M.'.he.s  : F. 

Pickens  district, 

Richland  “ 

Sumter  } c,aremont  C.  5,583  > 
sumter  £ Clarenden  c 3 333  } 

Spartanburg  district. 

Union  “ 

York  “ 

St.  Philip’s  and  St.  Michael’s, 

St.  John’s,  Colleton, 

St.  Andrew’s, 

St.  James,  Goose  Creek, 

Christ  Church, 

St.  Thomas  and  St.  Dennis, 

St.  John’s,  Berkley, 

St.  Stephen’s, 

St.  James,  Santee, 

Colleton  district,  St.  Paul’s  P.  777 

St.  George,  Dorchester,  1,603  : 

St.  Bartholomew’s,  3,465  ‘ 

Beaufort, 

Georgetown  district, 

Horry  “ 3,145  7 

All  Saints,  785  ) 

Marion  district, 

Williamsburgh  district, 


14,006 

12,839 

10,978 

9,349 

5,413 

6,029 

15,069 

9,152 

12,586 

3,947 

5,509 

12,382 

5,846 

4,119 

8,28G 

7,392 

11,491 

5,773 

8,916 

17,847 
10,873 
11,173 
15,661 
679 
no  return. 
1,202 
no  return, 
no  return. 
812 
390 
283 


5,845 

no  return. 
2,014 

3,930 

8,291 
2,687 


[South  Carolinian. 


Sailor’s  Magazine  for  August.  This  num- 
ber contains  very  interesting  reports  of  the  efforts 
made  in  behalf  of  seamen  at  Charleston,  S.  C.  and 
of  boatmen  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  It  contains  also 
extracts  from  a letter  received  in  Boston  from  cap- 
tain Bowers,  dated  Antwerp,  October  11,  1838. 
Among  the  facts  stated  in  the  letter,  are  the  fol- 
lowing: 

“I  have  got  a statement  of  all  the  American  and 
English  vessels  that  have  arrived  here  for  the  last 
seven  years.  It  as  follows: 

1831  1832  1833  1834  1835  1836  1837  1338 
American,  11  65  47  76  46  47  32  74 

English,  93  174  89  119  146  130  179  172 

Other  nat’s.  120  524  729  579  786  814  906  947 

The  American  ships  are  generally  large,  averag- 
ing as  I should  think,  fifteen  men  each:  the  English 
vessels  carry  about  ten  men  each.  Here  is  a 
port  full  of  all  kind  of  temptations  to  sin  in  its  most 
alluring  forms,  and  not  one  voice  to  cry  out  against 
it;  and  the  Sabbath  here  is  a day  of  rioting  and  re- 
velling, 

The  influence  of  the  Bible  among  sailors.  I have 
always  found  a difference  between  sailors  who  had 
Bibles  and  those  who  had  none.  The  one  who  has 
a Bible  and  reads  it,  is  always  a different  man;  he  is 
generally  free  from  drunkenness,  is  less  profane,  is 
better  clothed,  and  is  in  every  respect  a better 
man;  w’hile  those  who  do  not  attend  to  the  scrip- 
tures are  given  up,  to  work  all  uncleanness  with 
greediness.” 

The  magazine  contains  a card,  signed  by  a com- 
mittee of  the  seamen  belonging  to  the  United  States 
ship  North  Carolina,  returning  thanks  to  the  keep- 
ers of  the  “Sailor’s  Homes”  in  New  York,  for  their 
attention  and  kindness. 


French  steamboats.  A private  letter  from 
Marseilles,  conveys  the  intelligence  that  the  chief 
naval  engineer,  who  had  charge  of  the  direction  of 
steamboats  in  the  Mediterranean,  had  received  or- 
ders from  the  French  government,  to  prepare  apian 
of  organization  for  steam  packets  between  Bour- 
deaux  and  New  York.  Marshal  Soult  interests 
himself  greatly  in  the  immediate  execution  of  this 
plan,  which  has  both  a military  and  a commercial 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— SEPT.  14,  1839— MISCELLANEOUS. 


35 


object.  These  packets  boat3  are  to  be  of  such  size 
and  construction,  that  they  may  readily  be  convert- 
ed into  ships  of  war  of  eighty  guns. 

The  largest  engines  yet  employed  are  of  four 
hundred  horse  power.  it  is  proposed  to  give  the 
engines  of  the  French  steamers,  lour  hundred  and 
fifty  horse  power. 

The  rail  road  projected  between  Havre  and  Paris 
has  failed.  The  bill  authorising  it  was  lost  in  the 
chamber  of  deputies  on  the  Sth  of  July.  [Globe. 

The  late  gale — gallant  conduct.  We 
learn  from  the  Newbern  Spectator  that  14  vessels 
were  driven  ashore  at  the  bar  near  that  place,  dur- 
ing the  late  gale.  The  crews  of  three  of  these  ves- 
sels were  saved  by  the  extraordinary  and  unaided 
efforts  of  one  man,  whose  conduct  on  the  occasion 
is  beyond  all  praise.  The  Spectator  thus  notices 
his  noble  and  generous  acts: 

We  cannot  close  our  brief  notice  of  the  events  of 
the  gale  without  paying  a well  merited  tribute  of 
admiration  and  applause  to  Mr.  Amasa  Styron,  for 
his  noble  daring  in  behalf  of  his  suffering  fellow 
citizens.  During  the  latter  part  of  the  late  gale, 
and  at  a time  when  others  stood  aloof  from  the  pe- 
rilous undertaking,  Mr.  S.  put  off  alone  in  an  open 
pilot  boat,  and  succeeded  in  saving  the  lives  of 
three  crews  who  were  in  imminent  danger. — The 
first  vessel  he  approached, — the  Thomas  Winn — 
was  sunk,  and  in  so  exposed  a situation,  that  he 
could  not  get  alongside;  the  gallant  Styron  anchor- 
ed his  boat  at  a short  distance  from  the  wreck, 
plunged  into  the  boiling  surge,  sw7am  to  the  vessel, 
obtained  a “line,”  and  again  swam  to  his  boat!  The 
line  having  been  made  fast  to  the  boat,  the  crew  of 
the  wreck  warped  her  alongside,  got  on  board,  and 
were  rescued  from  a watery  grave. 

The  intrepid  Styron  next  succeeded  in  boarding 
the  Alabama,  and  taking  off  her  exhausted  and  ex- 
posed crew,  whom  he  landed  on  Portsmouth. 

With  a perseverance  which  does  him  everlasting 
honor,  the  dauntless  Styron  again  put  to  sea  in  his 
boat,  determined  to  save  the  crew  of  the  William 
Gray,  or  perish  in  the  attempt.  Her  situation  w'as 
so  exposed, — the  breakers  making  an  entire  breach 
over  her — that  he  could  not  approach  nearer  than 
about  twenty  yards  of  her,  to  leeward,  where  he 
anchored.  He  leaped  among  the  breakers,  encour- 
aged the  crew  to  throw  their  baggage  overboard 
and  accompany  it,  assuring  them  that, — the  boat 
being  to  leeward, — all  would  be  save.  After  some 
hesitation  they  complied,  reached  the  boat,  and  were 
saved. 

At  this  time  a strong  ebb-tide  prevented  their  re- 
turn to  Portsmouth.  Mr.  Styron  landed  them, 
through  the  breakers,  on  the  sea-ward  side  of  Dry 
Shoal  point,  where  all  remained  till  the  flood-tide 
made,  when  they  launched  the  boat,  repassed  the 
breakers,  and  reached  Portsmouth  about  11  o’clock 
at  night,  almost  exhausted  with  fatigue  and  expo- 
sure. 

Earthquake  at  Martinique.  A letter  from 
the  United  States  consul  at  St.  Pierre,  August  2, 
1S39,  states  that  on  that  morning,  at  twenty-five 
minutes  past  two  o’clock,  the  inhabitants  were 
awakened  by  two  very  severe  shocks  of  an  earth- 
quake, each  of  which  lasted  about  forty  seconds. 
A gentleman  from  Baltimore  (says  the  consul)  oc- 
cupied the  chamber  with  me;  we  immediately  rush- 
ed into  the  streets,  which  we  found  already  filled 
with  men,  women  and  children,  flying  in  all  direc- 
tions, others  on  their  knees,  calling  to  God  to  pre- 
serve them.  It  is  impossible  to  describe  the  sensa- 
tions caused  by  such  an  occurrence;  houses  rock- 
ing to  and  fro,  titles,  small  stones,  and  mortar,  fall- 
ing around,  women  and  children  screaming,  and 
with  the  expectation  of  seeing  the  houses  fall  upon 
us,  I assure  you  our  situa'ion  is  far  from  being  en- 
viable. Rumors  have  just  reached  us  of  several 
houses  having  fallen  down  at  Fort  Royal,  of  the 
truth  of  which  there  can  be  no  doubt,  as  many 
houses  were  in  a very  precarious  position,  and  the 
shock  was  of  such  force  as  to  have  thrown  down 
thosp  of  more  solidity.  We  have  not  heard  of  any 
deaths,  but  several  persons  were  much  hurt  in  jump- 
ing from  the  windows,  &c. 

The  sea  serpent.  The  Boston  Mercantile 
Journal  contains  an  engraved  view  of  the  sea  ser- 
ent,  as  seen  off  Deer  island,  near  Boston  harbor, 
y lieut.  Bubier,  (J.  S.  navy.  Accompanying  the 
engraving  in  the  Journal  we  find  the  following  ac- 
count of  lieut.  B's  observations: 

“As  lieut.  John  Bubier,  of  the  U.  S.  navy,  was 
passing  in  a sailboat  from  Deer  island  to  Nahanf,  on 
r riday  last,  about  one  o’clock,  P.  M.  he  saw  a re- 
markable fish  on  the  water,  rapidly  crossing  the 
boat’s  bow,  at  the  distance  of  about  an  eighth  of  a 
mile.  The  head  of  the  fish  was  plainly  to  be  seen 


resting  on  the  surface  of  the  water;  then,  after  a 
space  of  about  eight  or  ten  feet,  there  lollowed  a 
number  of  protuberances,  such  as  have  heretofore 
been  described;  alter  which  there  was  a space  of 
about  fifteen  or  twenty  feet,  when  some  smaller  pro- 
tuberances followed,  apparently  the  tail  of  the  fish. 
The  whole  length  of  the  monster  was  estimated  by 
lieut.  B.  at  fiom  120  to  135  feet  in  length;  and  the 
size  of  the  head  was  nearly  the  size  of  a barrel — 
thus  corresponding  with  descriptions  which  have 
been  previously  given.  A sketch  of  his  majesty’s 
appearance  was  taken  at  the  time. 

“Beneath  the  head  of  this  exlraordinary  looking 
fish  was  a white  appearance;  but  whether  this  was 
owing  to  the  color  of  the  skin,  or  the  foam  caused 
by  the  rapid  motion  of  the  animal,  or  to  a glimpse 
at  the  horizon  between  his  head  and  the  water,  could 
not  be  ascertained. 

“Mr.  Bubier  is  an  experienced  officer,  having  en- 
tered the  service  in  1813,  and  is  familiar  with  the 
inhabitants  of  the  sea  in  every  quaiter  of  the  globe; 
yet,  in  all  his  ‘goings  down’ to  the  mighty  deep,  he 
has  never  seen  any  thing  bearing  any  resemblance 
to  this  animal  before.  He  is  positive  that  it  could 
not  have  been  any  species  of  fish  with  which  he  is 
acquainted.  There  were  in  the  boat  with  him  se- 
veral men  belonging  to  the  navy,  one  of  whom,  with 
a readiness  which  bears  testimony  to  his  courage 
and  simplicity,  grasped  the  boat-hook,  and  stood 
ready  to  grapple  with  the  monster! 

“It  may  not  be  improper  here  to  state  that  lieut. 
B.  had  been  heretofore  incredulous  in  relation  to 
the  existence  of  a sea  serpent  on  our  coast.” 

Chicago  in  1823.  Major  Long  and  his  party 
visited  Chicago  in  1823,  on  their  route  to  St.  Peter’s 
river.  In  the  narrative  of  the  expedition,  Mr. 
Keating,  the  writer  says: 

“We  were  much  disappointed  in  Chicago  and  its 
vicinity.  We  found  nothing  in  it  to  justify  the 
great  eulogium  lavished  upon  this  place  by  a late 
traveller,  ( Mr.  Schoolcraft),  who  observes  “that  it  is 
the  most  fertile  and  beautiful  that  can  be  imagined.” 

“The  provisions  for  the  garrison  are  for  the  most 
part  conveyed  from  Mackinaw  in  a schooner,  and 
sometimes  they  are  brought  from  St.  Louis,  a dis- 
tance of  three  hundred  and  eighty  six  miles,  up  the 
Illinois  and  Des  Plaines  rivers. 

“The  appearance  of  the  country  near  Chicago 
offers  but  few  features  upon  which  the  eye  of  the 
traveller  can  dwell  with  pleasure.  There  is  too 
much  uniformity  in  the  scenery:  the  extensive  wa- 
ter prospect  is  a waste,  uncheckered  by  islands, 
unenlivened  by  the  spreading  canvass,  and  the  fa- 
tiguing monotony  of  which  is  increased  by  the 
equally  undiversified  prospect  of  the  land  scenery. 

“The  village  presents  no  cheering  prospect,  as 
notwithstanding  its  antiquity  it  consists  of  but  few 
huts,  inhabited  by  a miserable  race  of  men,  scarcely 
equal  to  the  Indians  from  whom  they  are  descend- 
ed. Their  houses  are  low,  filthy  and  disgusting, 
displaying  not  the  least  trace  of  comfort.  Chicago  is 
perhaps  one  of  the  oldest  settlements  in  the  Indian 
country;  its  name  signifies  either  a skunk  or  a wild 
onion. 

“As  a place  of  business  it  offers  no  inducement  to 
the  settler;  for  the  whole  amount  of  the  trade  on  the 
lake  did  not  exceed  the  cargo  of  five  or  six  schoon- 
ers, even  when  the  garrison  received  its  supplies 
from  Mackinaw.  It  is  not  impossible  that  at  some 
distant  period,  when  the  banks  of  the  Illinois  shall 
have  been  covered  with  a dense  population,  and 
when  the  low  prairies  which  extend  between  that 
river  and  Fort  Wayne  shall  have  acquired  a popula- 
tion proportionate  to  the  produce  they  can  yield, 
that  Chicago  may  become  one  of  the  points  in  the 
direct  line  of  communication  between  the  northern 
lakes  and  the  Mississippi;  but  even  the  intercourse 
which  will  be  carried  on  through  this  communica- 
tion will  we  think  be  at  all  times  a limited  one;  the 
dangers  attending  the  navigation  of  the  lake,  and 
the  scarcity  of  harbors  along  the  shore,  must  ever 
prove  a serious  obstacle  to  the  commercial  import- 
ance of  Chicago.” 

The  Cleveland  Herald  remarks  that  were  major 
Long  and  his  party  to  visit  Chicago  now,  sixteen 
years  later  than  the  period  wdien  they  did,  they 
would  find  instead  of  “a  few  low,  and  filthy,  dis- 
gusting huts,  displaying  not  the  least  trace  of  com- 
fort,” a city  with  a population  of  5 or  6,000;  splen- 
did blocks  of  stores,  large  and  commodious  hotels, 
and  elegant  dwellings. 

For  the  schooner  or  two  which  then  plied,  they 
would  find  steamers  of  700  tons,  running  thence  to 
Buffalo  every  other  day,  with  freight  and  hundreds 
from  the  west,  merchants  from  the  Mississippi,  tra- 
vellers on  business  and  travellers  for  pleasure.  At 
the  harbor  of  Chicago  he  might  see  scores  of  fine 
vessels,  and  the  like  prospect  would  be  far  less  mo- 
notonous than  it  was.  All  the  impediments  to  the 


growth  of  Chicago,  which  appeared  mountain  high 
in  1S23,  have  been  overcome,  and  in  a very  few 
years  Chicago  will  be  a point  of  communication  be- 
tween the  lakes  and  the  Mississippi  through  which 
an  immense  amount  of  commercial  intercourse  will 
be  transacted. 

A poudre  in  the  northwest.  It  is  well 
known  that  the  surface  of  the  great  sandy  deserts  in 
the  east  are  sometimes  disturbed  by  the  violence  of 
the  wind — and  the  sand  is  put  in  motion  in  such 
quantities,  that  whole  caravans,  consisting  of  many 
thousands  of  human  beings,  with  their  beast3  of 
burden,  have  been  buried  beneath  these  arid  waves 
of  the  desert.  But  it  may  not  be  equally  well 
known  that  the  voyageurs,  when  passing  over  the 
immense  plains  and  forests  in  the  tract  of  country 
in  the  vicinity  of  and  north'of  Lake  Superior,  have 
to  contend  with  difficulties  of  a nature  not  altoge- 
ther dissimilar.  

In  the  winter  season,  the  snow  on  a level  is  usu- 
ally five  or  six  feet  deep,  and  the  thermometer  a 
great  portion  of  the  time  below  zero.  When  bands 
of  these  voyageurs  are  passing  through  these  tracts 
on  snow  shoes — the  usual  mode  of  travelling  in  that 
quarter — if  the  sky  is  overcast,  and  there  appears  to 
be  but  little  wind,  the  experienced  traveller  will 
cast  a look  into  the  distance,  to  be  early  aware  of 
the  approach  of  a poudre.  And  when  he  sees  a 
white  but  dense  mist  rising  to  a height  of  two  or 
three  hundred  feet,  and  extending  on  each  side  to  a 
distance  of  two  or  three  miles,  and  evidently  advanc- 
ing towards  him,  urged  onward  by  some  mysterious 
current  of  the  atmosphere,  he  knows  that  a poudre 
is  approaching,  and  that  r.o  time  must  be  lost  in 
preparing  for  its  approach.  Then  paclcs  are  thrown 
aside — and  with  their  snow  shoes  in  lieu  of  shovels 
they  go  hastily  to  work,  and  in  a few  minutes  will 
excavate  a trench  or  cave  in  the  snow  large  enough 
to  contain  the  whole  number  with  all  their  property. 
In  this  trench  they  snugly  ensconce  themselves, 
covering  the  aperture  with  skins  of  beasts,  with 
which  they  are  always  provided — and  here  they 
calmly  and  fearlessly  await  the  approach  of  the 
poudre.  It  passes  ownward,  and  sometimes  piles 
the  snow  over  their  heads  to  the  depth  of  several 
feet — but  they  wait  with  patience  in  their  “narrow 
cell,”  unscathed — and  after  the  danger  is  over,  with 
their  snow-shoes  they  dig  themselves  out,  and  go 
on  their  way  rejoicing. 

These  poudre s appears  to  be  caused  by  whirlwinds 
acting  on  the  snow;  the  atmosphere  is  completely 
filled  with  inconceivably  fine  particles,  as  fine  as 
poudre,  or  dust,  insomuch  that  there  is  imminent 
danger  of  suffocation  as  well  as  inhumation,  if 
overtaken  by  one  of  those  curious  phenomena, 
without  having  taken  proper  precaution.  Indeed, 
cases  have  occurred  where  parties  of  Canadian 
voyageurs  have  been  unexpeclly  overtaken  by  a 
poudre,  and  every  man  has  sunk  down  to  rise  no 
more.  [Boston  Mercantile  Journal 

Monument  to  col.  R.  A.  Thompson.  The' 
devoted  and  affectionate  widow  of  this  gallant  and 
lamented  officer,  with  the  aid  of  the  6th  regiment 
of  United  States  infantry,  which  he  formerly  com- 
manded, has  erected  over  his  remains  in  the  ceme- 
try  at  West  Point,  a monument  to  his  memory. 
The  design  is  chaste  and  beautiful,  and  the  work- 
manship perfect;  it  was  planned  and  executed  by 
Mr.  Robert  E.  Launitz,  sculptor,  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  and  reflects  great  credit  upon  him. 

The  monument  is  of  Grecian  architecture,  and  of 
the  finest  Italian  marble;  thirteen  feet  in  height. 
The  lower  structure  consists  of  a solid  die,  two 
feet  high  by  six  feet  square,  resting  on  a moulded 
base.  On  the  four  faces  of  the  die  are  the  inscrip- 
tions; a richly  ornamented  cap  surmounts  the  die. 
Finely  executed  wreaths,  composed  of  honey- 
suckles, and  placed  on  the  four  corners  and  the  cen- 
tre of  the  two  principal  faces,  give  to  the  whole  a 
rich  and  chaste  appearance.  From  the  centre  of 
the  cap  rises  the  obelisk,  on  the  front  surface  of 
which  is  carved  in  relief  a sword,  surrounded  by  a 
wreath  of  laurel,  gracefully  arranged.  On  the  op- 
posite face  is  the  name  “Thompson,”  in  relieved 
block  letters,  encircled  by  two  branches  of  olive  in- 
tertwined. 

The  following  are  the  inscriptions,  prepared  by  an 
officer  of  the  army; 

I. 

Sacred  to  the  remains 
of 

Lt.  col.  Alex.  R.  Thompson, 

U.  S.  6th  infantry. 

Born  Feb.  19,  1793;  fell  Dec.  25,  1837. 
at  the  head  of  his  regiment, 
in  a successful  charge, 

Battle  of  Okee-cho-bee, 

Florida. 
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ii. 

With  morals 

founded  on  Christian  piety, 
His  life  was  as  exemplary 
as  his  death  was  glorious 


III. 

The  son  of  a gallant  officer 
of  the  revolutionary  army, 
whose  remains  lie  near  this  spot. 
His  devotion  to  country 
was  the  dictate 
of  principle  and  example. 


IV. 

This  monument 
is  the  joint  tribute 
of  his  affectionate  widow 
and  admiring  regiment. 

{Army  and  Navy  Chronicle. 

Anecdote  of  Washington.  When  the  Ame- 
rican troops  were  quartered  at  Newburg,  at  the 
close  of  the  revolutionary  war,  and  the  soldiers  were 
stirred  up  to  rebellion  against  the  government  by 
the  famous  anonymous  letters,  which  it  has  since 
been  ascertained,  were  written  by  general  Arm- 
strong, then  a major  in  the  army,  general  Washing- 
ton convened  the  officers,  for  the  purpose  of  address- 
ing them  on  the  subject,  and  calming  the  tumult 
which  was  beginning  to  rage  in  iheir  bosoms.  He 
held  a paper  in  his  nand  on  which  the  remarks  he 
intended  to  make  were  written — and  then  it  was, 
that  finding  himself  unable  to  read  without  assist- 
ance— as  he  was  drawing  his  spectacles  from  his 
pocket  this  unpreinedilated  expression  broke  from 
him — one  of  the  most  pathetic  that  ever  fell  from  hu- 
man lips — “fellow citizens,"  said  he  “you perceive  I 
have  not  only  grown  gray — but  blind  in  your  senice." 
The  effect  of  this/emark  was  electrical.  No  bosom 
— no  eye  was  proof  against  it. 

[Boston  Mercantile  Journal. 


Franklin  was,  believe,  the  first  to  discover  the 
fact  that  the  northeasterly  gales  which  sweep  the 
American  coast  in  the  autumn  always  begin  in  the 
southwest.  The  gale  of  last  week,  which  appears 
to  have  been  one  of  extreme  violence,  was  an  il- 
lustration of  this  curious  fact,  as  will  be  seen  by 
the  following  memoranda  of  the  periods  of  its 
commencement  and  termination,  at  various  points 
on  the  coast  between  Charleston  and  Portland. 
They  are  from  the  New  York  Herald: 
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Dr.  Franklin  and  legislative  chaplains. 
Our  great  American  philosopher  has  not  been 
usually  ranked  among  those  who,  among  the  re- 
nowned names  of  the  world,  can  be  claimed  as  a 
believer  and  follower  of  the  Christian  religion. 
Yet,  in  the  testimony  which  is  annexed,  and  which 
we  do  not  remember  to  have  seen  before,  there  is 
such  proof,  both  ot  religious  faith  and  practical  wis- 
dom, as  to  outweigh  many  vague  accusations. 

[New  York  American. 

Motion  for  prayers  in  the  convention.  Mr.  Presi- 
dent: The  small  progress  we  have  made,  after  four 
or  five  week’s  close  attendance  and  continual  rea- 
soning with  each  other,  our  different  sentiments  on 
almost  every  question,  several  of  the  la3t  produc- 
ing as  many  noe3  as  ayes,  is,  rnethinks,  a melan- 
choly proof  of  the  imperfection  of  the  human  un- 
derstanding. We,  indeed,  seem  to  feel  our  own 
want  of  political  wisdom,  since  we  have  been  run- 
ning all  about  in  search  of  it.  We  have  gone  back 
to  ancient  history  for  models  of  government,  and 
examined  the  different  forms  of  those  republics, 
which,  having  been  originally  formed  with  the 
seeds  of  their  own  dissolution,  now  no  longer  exist; 
and  we  have  viewed  modern  states  all  round  Eu- 
rope, but  find  none  of  their  constitutions  suitable  to 
our  circumstances. 

In  this  situation  of  this  assembly,  groping,  as  it 
were  in  the  dark  to  find  political  truth,  and  scarce 
able  to  distinguish  it  when  presented  to  us,  how  has 
it  happened,  sir,  that  we  have  not  hitherto  once 
thought  of  applying  humbly  to  the  Father  of  Lights 
to  illuminate  our  understandings?  In  the  beginning 
of  the  contest  with  Britain,  when  we  were  sensible 
of  danger,  we  had  daily  prayers  in  this  room  for  the 
divine  protection.  Our  prayers,  sir,  were  heard — 


and  they  were  graciously  answered.  All  of  us 
who  were  engaged  in  the  struggle  mu3t  have  ob- 
served frequent  instances  of  a superintending  Pro- 
vidence in  our  favor.  To  that  kind  Providence  we 
owe  this  happy  opportunity  of  consulting  in  peace 
on  the  means  of  establishing  our  luture  national 
felicity.  And  have  we  now  forgotten  that  power- 
ful friend?  or  do  we  imagine  we  now  no  longer 
need  its  assistance?  I have  lived,  sir,  a long  time, 
and  the  longer  I live  the  more  convincing  proofs  I 
see  of  this  truth — that  God  governs  in  the  affairs  of 
men.  And  if  a sparrow  cannot  fall  to  the  ground 
without  His  notice,  is  it  probable  that  an  empire 
can  rise  without  his  aid?  We  have  been  assured, 
sir,  in  the  sacred  writings,  that  “except  the  Lord 
build  the  house,  they  labor  in  vain  that  build  it.” 
I firmly  believe  this;  and  I also  believe  that,  with- 
out His  concurring  aid,  we  shall  succeed  in  this  po- 
litical building  no  better  than  the  builders  of  Babel; 
we  shall  be  divided  by  our  little,  partial,  local  in- 
terests; our  projects  will  be  confounded,  and  we 
ourselves  shall  become  a reproach  and  a byword 
down  to  future  ages.  And  what  is  worse,  man- 
kind may  hereafter,  from  this  unfortunate  instance, 
despair  of  establishing  government  by  human  wis- 
dom, and  leave  it  to  chance,  war,  and  conquest. 

I therefore  beg  leave  to  move — 

That  henceforth,  prayers,  imploring  the  assist- 
ance of  heaven,  and  its  blessing  on  our  delibera- 
tions, be  held  in  this  assembly  every  morning  be- 
fore we  proceed  to  business,  and  that  one  or  more 
of  the  clergy  of  this  city  be  requested  to  officiate 
in  that  service. 

The  army.  We  understand  that  a board  of 
officers  is  now  sitting  for  the  purpose  of  examin- 
ing candidates  for  admission  into  the  army.  The 
examination  is  of  their  general  health  and  apparent 
physical  ability  to  endure  the  fatigues  of  the  pro- 
fession, and  that  they  have  received  a fair  English 
education.  To  determine  the  latter,  it  is  under- 
stood that  each  candidate  should  show  an  ability  to 
read  and  write  well;  that  he  should  have  a know- 
ledge of  the  four  ground  rules  of  arithmetic,  of 
the  rule  of  three,  and  of  the  use  of  decimal  and 
vulgar  fractions;  that  he  should  have  a general 
knowledge  of  geography,  of  the  history  of  his  own 
country,  and  of  the  organization  of  his  govern- 
ment as  exposed  in  the  constitution.  [Globe. 

National  military  convention.  A nation- 
al military  convention  is  recommended  to  be  held 
on  the  first  Monday  in  October  next,  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  into  conside- 
ration the  condition  of  the  militia  of  the  United 
States,  and  urging  (if  thought  necessary)  upon  the 
proper  constitutional  authority  a re-organization  of 
the  same,  by  an  amendment  of  the  present  militia 
laws.  A late  state  convention,  held  in  Albany,  re- 
commended the  appointment  of  delegates  in  the  fol 
lowing  manner.  Each  major  and  brigadier  general 
to  be  a delegate,  and  each  of  these  to  appoint  two 
others;  every  colonel  and  commissioned  officers  of 
every  regiment;  the  non-commissioned  officers  and 
privates  of  every  regiment,  each  to  appoint  one  de- 
legate. The  fall  drills  are  favorable  opportunities 
for  making  the  appointments,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
they  will  be  improved. 

The  newspapers  throughout  the  union  are  request- 
ed to  copy  this. 

Girard  college.  A correspondent  of  the  Daily 
Advertiser  gives  the  following  description  of  the 
edifices  connected  with  this  institution:  “The  col- 
lege is  on  an  eminence  about  equi-distant  from  the 
Schuylkill  and  Delaware  rivers.  Two  buildings  of 
the  five  are  erected,  and  the  W’all3  of  the  large  edi- 
fice, which  will  be  in  the  centre,  are  up.  The 
buildings  are  of  white  marble,  and  they  will  be  the 
most  splendid  of  any  thing  in  this  country.  The 
pil lars  of  the  largest  will  cost,  it  is  said,  half  a 
million  of  dollars,  the  cost  of  each  being  $10,000. 
They  are  about  sixty  feet  high,  and  the  diameter  of 
their  base  about  ten  feet.  The  rooms  in  this  build- 
ing are,  I should  judge,  fifty  feet  square.  The 
partitions  between  the  rooms  are  more  than  three 
feet  thick.  From  the  top  of  this  edifice,  where 
temporary  seats  have  been  erected,  you  have  a 
view  of  the  whole  city  and  the  surrounding  coun- 
try. The  penitentiary  is  immediately  before  you — 
the  Schuylkill  and  the  waterworks  on  your  right — 
and  the  Delaware  on  your  left.” 

Changes  of  trade.  It  is  curious,  says  the 
writer  of  “Commercial  Sketches  of  Boston”  in 
Hunt’s  Merchants'  Magazine  for  August,  to  mark 
the  changes  which  time  works  in  trade.  Formerly, 
a part  of  the  return  cargoes  from  Canton,  were 
coarse  cotton  cloths.  Now  and  for  some  years 
past,  cotton  cloths  are  shipped  from  Boston  to  Cal- 
cutta and  Canton.  They  usually  cost  here  from  I 


eight  to  ten  cents  per  yard,  and  have  been  export- 
ed to  a large  amount.  They  are  found,  in  most 
cases, a belter  remittance  than  dollars,  or  bills  of 
exchange.  “When  I was  in  China  in  1790,”  said 
a gentleman  largely  engaged  in  the  trade  for  a long 
period,  “I  purchased  as  part  of  my  adventure  home, 
cotton  shirtings,  at  four  times  the  cost  at  which 
such  cloths  are  hence  furnished  to  the  celestial  em- 
pire.” 

Another  affair  of  rank.  The  Naples  cor- 
respondent ot  the  New  York  Star,  under  date  of  the 
16th  ult.  thus  speaks  of  the  arrival  of  the  U.  S.  ship 
Ohio,  at  that  port,  and  of  a little  disagreement  be- 
tween com.  Hull  and  the  British  admiral. 

It  should  be  made  an  invariable  rule,  that,  in  r.o 
case,  should  an  officer  be  allowed  to  take  his  wife 
or  family  in  any  of  our  public  ships,  as  you  must  be 
aware  that  it  does  more  or  less  interfere  with  the 
internal  arrangement,  and  very  often  deters  the 
commander  from  carrying  sail,  and  in  other  words 
they  are  in  the  way  of  the  officers  attending  to 
their  duties.  The  commodore  is  a great  favorite  on 
this  station,  and  never  have  the  officers  of  any  ship 
of  war  received  so  much  marked  attention  as  those 
of  the  Ohio  from  the  public  authorities  and  royal 
family  while  lying  at  Lisbon.  They  were  present- 
ed to  the  queen,  who  seemed  delighted  with  the 
ship,  which  was  crowded  with  visiters  all  the  time 
she  was  there.  I will  mention  to  you  a little  cir- 
cumstance which  occurred  on  the  arrival  of  the  Ohio 
at  that  place,  when  on  coming  to  anchor,  and  after 
firing  a salute  which  was  answered  by  the  authori- 
ties of  the  port.  A boat  came  alongside  from  the 
admiral  of  the  English  squadron,  which  consisted  of 
three  ships  of  the  line  and  several  smaller  vessels, 
and  invited  the  commodore  on  board  his  vessel.  On 
going  he  was  met  at  the  gang-way  by  an  officer,  and 
ushered  into  the  admiral’s  quarters,  without  any  of 
the  usual  formalities  customary  on  such  occasions, 
and  without  any  salute  being  fired. 

The  commodore  remained  but  a short  time,  but 
before  leaving  gave  the  admiral  an  invitation  to 
visit  him.  So  the  next  day  they  saw  preparations 
making  for  him  to  leave  ship,  and  he  was  received 
in  the  same  way  that  he  received  the  commodore. 
In  the  afternoon  their  consul  came  on  board,  ex- 
pressing many  regrets  that  any  circumstance  should 
have  transpired  to  interrupt  the  good  feeling  which 
had  so  long  existed,  and  endeavored  to  explain  it 
away  by  saying  that  the  admiral  was  not  aware  how 
many  guns  the  commodore  was  entitled  to,  and  beg- 
ged the  commodore  would  accept  an  invitation  from 
the  admiral  to  dine,  which  was  accepted.  So  thus 
ended  the  affair,  neither  saluting  while  in  port. 

Indiana.  From  the  N.  Y.  Courier  and  Enquirer. 
—It  has  been  recently  stated  that  the  public  im- 
provements in  Indiana  had  been  suspended,  in  con- 
sequence ol  the  difficulty  of  raising  the  necessary 
funds  for  their  completion.  We  are  gratified  to 
learn  that  this  suspension  is  but  partial.  The  fol- 
lowing statement  of  the  debts  and  resources  of  the 
state,  with  which  we  have  been  favored  by  its  intel- 
ligent fund  commissioner,  presents  certainly  a most 
favorable  view1.  We  need  hardly  say  that  its  accu- 
racy may  be  relied  on  with  the  most  perfect  confi- 
dence. 

Statement  of  the  public  debt  and  resources  of  Indi- 
ana. Messrs.  Editors — The  first  debt  contracted 
by  the  state  of  Indiana,  was  for  the  Wabash  and  Erie 
canal,  for  which  loans  amounting  to  $1,727,000 
have  been  made;  90  miles  of  the  canal  are  finished 
and  in  use,  and  fifty-five  miles  more  nearly  complet- 
ed, from  the  Ohio  state  line  to  Lafayette— the  cost 
of  which,  in  all,  is  estimated  at  $2,000,000.  To  pay 
this  sum,  $220,000  has  been  received  from  the  sale 
of  lands  donated  by  the  United  States,  $367,833  is 
still  due  on  lands  sold,  and  there  are  lands  owned  by 
the  state  unsold,  estimated  by  J.  L.  Williams,  esq. 
chief  engineer,  of  the  state,  to  be  worth  $1,808,396. 
The  whole  will  fall  but  little  short  of  completing  the 
canal  to  Terre  Haute,  235  miles,  along  the  richest 
valley  in  the  western  country. 

The  second  loan  authorised  by  the  state  of  Indi- 
ana, was  for  bank  capital,  made  in  the  years  1834, 
’35  and  ’36 — in  all  $1,390,000.  With  this  the  state 
purchased  bank  stock  in  the  only  bank  in  the  state, 
in  which  her  interest  is  about  equal  1o  that  of  indi- 
viduals. The  clear  profits  on  this  stock  after  paying 
the  interest  on  the  loan,  allowing  for  contingencies, 
already  exceed  $300,000;  and  it  is  a low  estimate 
that  these  profits  by  the  end  of  the  charter  in  1859, 
which  are  annually  added  to  a sinking  fund  for  that 
purpose,  will  pay  the  loan  with  which  the  stock  was 
purchased,  and  leave  the  principal  to  be  disposed  of 
as  the  state  shall  direct. 

Loans  by  the  state  of  Indiana,  for  several  works  of 
internal  improvement,  have  been  authorised  to  the 
amount  of  $10,000,000,  of  which  less  than  5,000,000 
dollars  have  been  actually  expended.  The  interest  on 
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this  sum,  until  the  profits  on  the  public  works  be- 
come available,  has  been  provided  for  by  taxation, 
though  about  $40,000  a year  is  realized  for  purpose 
out  of  a part  of  the  United  States  surplus  revenue. 
More  of  this  surplus  revenue  can  be  made  available 
lor  the  same  object,  and  an  increase  of  bank  stock, 
which  has  been  authorised  by  law,  though  not  yet 
effected,  and  the  completion  of  the  public  works 
will  come  in  aid  of  taxation,  which  as  yet  has  been 
increased  each  year  as  the  state  debt  has  increased. 
By  the  above  it  will  be  seen  that  the  actual  debt  of 
the  state  of  Indiana  is  but  little  more  than  $'8,000,000; 
that  about  $2,200,000  can  be  provided  for  out 
of  the  land  donated  by  the  United  States;  2,800,000 
more  by  the  state  bank  capital,  and  profits,  and  the 
public  works  undertaken  must  be  worth  much  more 
than  the  remaining  debt. 

A further  sum  of  one  million  dollars  will  complete 
200  miles  of  the  canals,  44  miles  of  rail  road,  and  41 
miles  of  McAdamized  road,  all  which  will  yield 
more  or  less  income. 

A morning  paper  (the  Express)  has  been  misin- 
formed as  to  the  return  of  Indiana  6 per  cent,  ster- 
ling bonds  from  England,  no  bonds  of  that  descrip- 
tion having  ever  been  sold.  L.  H.  Scott, 

Fund  coin’r  of  the  state  of  Indiana. 

S.  Merrill,  pres't  of  state  bank. 

Sunday  newspapers.  Common  pleas — before 
judge  Ulshoejfer.  Edward  Barnet  vs.  James F.  Par- 
ker. The  plaintiff  in  this  suit  was  the  acting  agent 
and  book-keeper  of  the  “Sunday  Morning  News,” 
a newspaper,  and  the  defendant  a Sunday  officer  of 
the  third  ward,  who,  having  prevented  a boy  sel- 
ling the  paper  in  question  on  a Sunday  morning,  the 
boy  resorted  to  the  newspaper  office,  when  the 
plaintiff  put  himself  in  his  place,  and  was  in  con- 
sequence arrested  by  the  defendant.  The  action 
was  brought  to  recover  damages  for  this  arrest,  the 
plaintiff  alleging  that  pecuniary  gain  was  not  his 
object,  but  simply  to  test  the  question  whether  the 
arrest  was  made  in  a legal  manner,  and  whether  the 
sale  of  newspapers  on  Sunday  could  be  prevented 
by  law.  On  the  circumstances  of  the  case  there 
was  no  dispute.  The  legal  points  involved  were 
long  and  ably  argued.  From  the  charge  of  the 
judge,  which  is  very  full,  and  our  limits  do  not  per- 
mit us  to  give  it  at  large,  it  would  appear  that  the 
sale  of  newspapers  in  the  streets  on  Sundays  was, 
in  his  opinion  illegal,  but  that  the  arrest  of  the 
plaintiff  without  a warrant  from  a justice  of  the 
peace,  was  contrary  to  law,  and  that  therefore  the 
plaintiff  was  entitled  to  a verdict. 

The  case  was  given  to  the  jury  at  10  o’clock  on 
Wednesday  night,  when  they  retired  to  their  room. 
After  an  hour’s  absence,  a message  was  received 
that  there  was  no  prospect  of  their  agreeing  upon  a 
verdict,  when  the  court  instructed  them,  in  case  of 
an  agreement  before  morning,  to  bring  in  a sealed 
verdict,  and  then  adjourned.  On  the  opening  of 
the  court  yesterday  morning,  the  jury  came  into 
court  and  rendered  a verdict  for  the  defendant, 
notwithstanding  the  instructions  given  them  in  the 
charge  of  the  court. 

We  understand  that  a motion  for  a new  trial 
has  been  filed  by  the  plaintiff,  Mr.  Barnett. 

[ New  York  Enquirer. 

More  seizures.  It  is  stated  in  the  Philadel- 
phia Inquirer  of  Monday,  that  the  late  extensive 
seizures  of  imported  cloths,  and  the  probability  of 
the  libelled  goods  being  long  excluded  from  the 
market,  have  caused  a rise  in  the  article  generally, 
of  about  10  per  cent. 

Tonnage  on  the  western  rivers.  From  a 
table  of  the  registered,  enrolled  and  licensed  ton- 
nage of  the  United  States,  the  Pittsburgh  Advocate 
has  compiled  the  following  statement  of  the  ton- 
nage of  the  several  principal  ports  on  the  western 
rivers,  exclusive  of  New  Orleans,  which  is  rather  a 
sea  than  a river  port: 

Pittsburgh,  - - . 11,864  71 

Cincinnati,  - - . 10,376  36 

St.  Louis,  - - - 9,373  00 

Louisville,  - - - 7,734  00 

Nashville,  - - - 5,481  00 

Wheeling,  ...  30,534  36 

Rock  Island.  A correspondent  of  the  Cincinnati 
Gazette,  gives  the  following  description  of  this  place. 

Rock  island  is  90  miles  below  Gelena,  and  115 
below  Dubuque.  It  is  rock  bound  in  its  whole  cir- 
cumference, is  extremely  fertile,  is  entirely  above 
high  water  mark,  and  as  much  surpassing  in  scenic 
loveliness,  the  far-fained  island  of  Blannerhassett, 
as  one  can  well  conceive.  The  old  fort,  and  the 
handsome  residence  of  Mr.  Davenport,  give  to  it  an 
air  of  great  beauty,  as  you  ascend  the  river. 

It  wa3  this  neighborhood  to  which  Black  Hawk 
clung  with  so  much  patriotic  affection.  Here,  a 


little  way  back  of  Stephenson,  stood  his  celebrated 
Sac  village  of  400  houses  containing  6,000  inhabi- 
tants with  1,500  noble  warriors.  Here,  also  are 
the  graves  of  his  father  and  the  numerous  offspring 
of  his  ancestors;  and  nothing  now  remains  of  the 
village  but  their  corn  hills,  the  blackberry  briars 
which  have  overspread  them,  and  their  large  and 
romantic  cemetery.  At  this  point  will  be  built,  I 
predict,  the  Cincinnati  of  the  Mississippi.  The 
Rock  river  valley  is  subservient  to  it.  By  this  ri- 
ver, which  is  navigable  for  steamboats  220  miles, 
and  a canal,  it  will  be  connected  with  Milwaukie, 
on  Lake  Michigan.  St.  Anthony’s  Falls  are  500 
miles  above,  which  allows  a free  navigation  to  the 
countries  on  the  Wabesipinicoa,  Mayuoyuetois, 
Turkey,  Upper  Iowa  and  St.  Peter’s  rivers,  all  com- 
ing down  from  the  interior  of  Iowa,  and  to  the  Wis- 
consin, Big  Black,  Chippewa,  and  St.  Crox  rivers, 
of  Wisconsin  territory^.  Here  is  a country  more  ex- 
tensive than  that  between  Cincinnati  and  Pittsburg, 
and  possessing  all  its  advantage.  Rock  Island  must 
be  the  manfufactuiing  point  for  all  this  region. 

Persons  emigrating  to  the  Upper  Mississippi,  on 
Iowa,  should  bear  this-  in  inind,  and  should  view 
carefully  the  Rock  river  valley,  and  the  country 
along  the  Cedar,  the  Wabesipinicon  and  the  Mayu- 
oyuetois rivers.  The  two  latter  streams  may  be 
compared  to  the  Great  and  Little  Miamis. 

A New  England  population  is  overspreading  the 
country.  Illinois  is  divided  into  three  congression- 
al districts.  Last  fall  the  northern  one  gave  36,000 
votes,  while  the  two  southern  ones,  united,  gave 
only  twenty-eight  thousand.  So  that  Illinois,  north 
of  the  Illinois  river,  polls  almost  as  many  votes  as 
the  whole  state  ofMissouri!  Iowa  will  be  populous 
enough  next  May  or  June  to  become  a state. 

Twelve  or  fifteen  boats  have  been  at  St.  Antho- 
ny’s Falls  this  season.  Let  those  who  have  heard 
much  of  North  River  scenery  visit  these  falls.— 
They  will  see  a blending  of  the  beautiful  and  grand, 
not  to  be  found  on  the  North  River. 

The  land  sales  for  Rock  Island  and  adjoining 
counties,  will  take  place  at  Galena,  on  the  23d  of 
September.  Those  for  Iowa,  on  the  21st  of  Octo- 
ber, at  Burlington.  Persons  having  money  should 
not  fail  to  attend. 

Commerce  with  Hayti.  The  following  offi- 
cial statement  of  imports  from  October  1,  1837,  to 
September,  30, 1838,  being  the  value  of  merchandise 
imported  from  each  country,  is  taken  from  the  re- 
port of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  just  published. 
It  will  be  seen  that  ourimports  from  the  “black  re- 
public” exceed  those  from  either  Holland,  Italy, 
Sweeden  and  Norway,  Sicily,  Portugal,  Belgium, 
Denmaik  or  Prussia — those  ancient  and  proud  mo- 
narchies— with  which  we  interchange  consuls, 
charges  des  aflairs,  or  ministers  resident!  It  will 
be  seen  also  that  the  imports  from  Hayti  fall  but 
little  short  of  the  imports  from  each  of  the  following: 
Russia,  the  British  West  Indies,  Columbia— while 
they  are  greater  than  the  imports  from  the  British 
East  Indies,  Scotland,  Africa  or  Ireland. 


1 Russia, 

$1,89S,396 

2 British  West  Indiess 

1,635,848 

3 Columbia, 

1,615,249 

4 Hayti, 

1,275,762 

5 Holland, 

1,180,897 

6 Italy, 

944,238 

7 Sweeden  and  Norway, 

854,771 

8 British  East  Indies, 

675,531 

9 Scotland, 

594,665 

10  Africa, 

541,931 

11  Sicily, 

345,862 

12  Portugal, 

396,864 

13  Belgium, 

239,928 

14  Ireland, 

75,162 

15  Denmark, 

27,118 

16  Prussia, 

6,629 

During  the  same  period  our  domestic  exports  to 
Hayti  exceeded  those  to  either  the  following 
countries— Russia,  Sweeden  and  Norway,  Italy, 
Denmark,  Portugal,  Prussia,  Sicily,  Greece,  Co- 
lumbia or  China. 

The  number  of  American  and  foreign  vessels, 
with  their  tonnage  and  crews  which  entered  into 
the  United  States,  from  Hayti,  or  which  cleared 
from  the  United  States  for  Hayti,  during  the  same 
period,  exceed  that  of  either  of  the  following:  Rus- 
sia, Prussia,  Sweeden,  Dutch  West  Indies,  Scot- 
land, Ireland,  Spain  on  the  Atlantic,  Spain  on  the 
Mediterranean,  Portugal,  Italy,  Sicily,  Mexico, 
Venezuela,  or  China.  [Jour,  of  Com. 

American  ingenuity  in  evading  the  law. 
The  very  first  object  of  the  Americans,  alter  a law 
has  been  passed,  is  to  find  out  how  they  can  evade 
it.  This  exercises  their  ingenuity;  and  it  is  very 
amusing  to  observe  how  cleverly  they  sometimes 
manage  it.  At  Baltimore,  in  consequence  of  the 
prevalence  of  hydrophobia,  the  civic  authori- 


ties passed  a law,  that  all  dogs  should  be  muzzled, 
or  rather  the  terms  were,  “that  all  dogs  should 
wear  a muzzle,”  or  the  owner  of  a dog  not  wearing 
a muzzle  should  be  brought  up  and  fined;  and  the 
regulation  further  stated,  that  any  body  convicted 
of  having  “removed  the  muzzle  from  off  a dog 
should  also  be  severely  fined.”  A man,  therefore, 
tied  a muzzle  to  his  dog’s  tail  (the  act  not  stating 
where  the  muzzle  was  to  be  placed).  One  of  the 
city  officers  perceiving  this  dog  with  his  muzzle  at 
the  wrong  end,  took  possession  of  the  dog,  and 
brought  it  to  the  town-hall.  Its  master,  being  well 
known,  was  summoned  and  appeared.  He  proved 
that  he  complied  with  the  act,  in  having  fixed  a 
muzzle  on  the  dog,  and  farther,  the  city  officer 
having  taken  the  muzzle  off  the  dog’s  tail,  he  insist- 
ed that  he  should  be  fined  five  dollars  for  so  doiri“\ 
[ Captain  MarryaWs  Diary  in  America. 

Freaks  of  wealth. — The  wealth  which  now 
exists  in  Amsterdam  falls  much  short  of  what  it  was 
previous  to  the  French  revolution,  or  during  the  pe- 
riod of  Dutch  commercial  pre-eminence.  It  is  not 
long  since  strangers,  in  visiting  Amsterdam,  were 
shown  the  spacious  house  of  a merchant,  who,  after 
lavishing  much  on  furniture  and  paintings,  actually 
caused  the  floor  of  one  of  his  apartments  to  be  laid 
with  Spanish  dollars,  set  on  edge.  Whims  equally 
ridiculous  for  disposing  of  an  overplus  of  wealth  ap- 
pear to  have  been  far  from  uncommon  in  former 
times,  in  Holland.  A gentleman  of  my  acquaint- 
ance, passing  through  Arnhem  a few  years  ago,  had 
his  attention  directed  to  an  old  fantastical-looking 
dwelling,  concerning  which  he  gathered  the  follow- 
ing historical  romance.  The  original  owner  was  a 
Jew,  and  he  erected  the  house  out  of  pure  revenge. 
His  coffers  were  so  well  replenished,  that  he  was  at 
a loss  how  to  employ  his  superfluous  cash;  at  last  he 
hit  upon  a fanciful  expedient.  He  determined  to 
make  a pavement  before  his  residence  oflarge  mas- 
sive plates  of  silver,  and  to  surround  it  w ith  an  or- 
namental chain  of  the  same  costly  metal.  Before 
carrying  his  plan  into  effect,  it  behoved  him  to  ob- 
tain the  sanction  of  authorities.  These  worthies, 
however,  void  of  sympathy,  set  their  face  against  a 
proposition  which  might  have  compelled  them  to 
increase  the  strength  of  the  town  guard.  Enraged 
at  their  non-compliance,  Moses  determined  to  pu- 
nish them.  He  ordered  his  dwelling,  situated  in  the 
principal  street,  immediately  to  be  pulled  down,  and 
on  its  site  erected  the  one  now  standing.  It  is  lite- 
rally covered  with  diabolical  figures,  amounting,  it 
is  said,  to  365.  [Ghambert’s Continental  Tour. 

Riots  on  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal. 
The  laborers  employed  on  the  line  of  the  canal  in 
the  vicinity  of  Cumberland  have  been  committing 
great  excesses  for  some  time  time  past,  and  rendered 
it  necessary  to  callout  the  militia  for  their  suppres- 
sion. The  troops  despatched  to  the  scene  of  the 
outrages  were  chiefly  from  Washington  county, 
and  placed  under  the  command  of  col.  Thruston’ 
from  whose  official  report  to  gen.  Williams,  the’ 
editor  of  the  Hagerstown  Torch  Light  has  been 
permitted  to  make  the  following  selection  of  facts 
contained  in  it. 

“On  Tuesday  morning,  the  27th  August,  colonel 
Thruston  moved  from  Cumberland  with  a force  of 
about  80  men,  composed  of  captain  King’s,  Haller’s 
and  McCulloch’s  volunteer  companies,  in  the  di- 
rection of  Little  Orleans,  where  he  arrived  at  12 
o’clock  the  next  day,  and  found  all  the  laborers  at 
work,  without  any  suspicion  of  his  approach.  He 
captured  all  the  men  on  the  section,  picked  out 
such  as  could  be  identified  as  rioters,  disarmed 
them  all,  destroyed  the  arms,  and  moved  up  the 
line.  On  reaching  the  next  section  above,  the 
colonel  discovered  that  an  express  had  been  sent 
up  by  the  workers  announcing  the  arrival  of  the 
troops;  consequently,  those  who  were  conscious  of 
guilt  had  an  opportunity  to  conceal  themselves,  or 
to  carry  off  their  arms.  From  this  point  up,  they 
were  engaged  in  searching  for  concealed  arms,  and 
pursuing  those  who  fled.  They  W'ere  joined  by 
col.  Hollingswoth’s  and  major  Barnes’  cavalry  de- 
stroyed 40  or  50  shantees  and  shops;  took  and  de- 
stroyed about  120  guns  and  pistols,  and  captured 
26  of  the  prominent  leaders,  who  are  now  in  Cum- 
berland jail.  The  troops  were  actively  engaged  for 
five  days,  and  performed  a march  of  8]  miles'!  The 
state  ol  fhe  country  along  the  whole  line  is  described 
as  being  in  the  most  unhappy  condition.  The  lives 
and  property  of  citizens  and  contractors  are  so  ut- 
terly at  the  mercy  of  the  ruffians  that  not  one  of  the 
people  within  their  reach  was  willing  to  give  infor- 
mation, or  even  to  be  seen  communicating  with  the 
troops.  A regular  organization  among  the  laborers 
was  forming.  They  possess,  as  far  as  could  be  as- 
certained, about  500  stand  of  arms,  and  but  a few 
days  ago  they  procured  a further  supply  of  50  large 
duck  guns  from  Baltimore.  Tha  troops  found  a 
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number  of  copies  of  printed  passwords  and  coun- 
tersigns, one  of  which  was  sent  to  general  Williams, 
and  handed  to  us  by  him. 

A Mr.  Hughes,  who  was  beaten  at  Little  Or- 
leans by  the  rioters,  is  now  lying  at  the  point  of 
death;  and  a German  laborer,  who  had  been  lite- 
rally roasted  alive  by  them,  is  now  undergoing 
severe  suffering. 

The  cavalry  returned  here  on  Monday  evening 
in  good  health,  after  experiencing  great  fatigue  and 
deprivation,  in  a march  of  many  days  over  a rug- 
ged and  uninhabited  country.” 

The  Cumberland  Civilian  states  that  one  man 
was  accidentally  killed — he  was  about  to  be  taken 
prisoner,  and  whilst  under  the  arrest  of  an  officer 
of  the  civil  authority,  who  was  armed  with  a pistol, 
it  accidentally  went  otf,  the  ball  entering  the  body 
of  the  man  under  arrest. 

From  the  Mediterranean. — The  following 
is  an  extract  of  a letter  from  a distinguished  Ameri- 
can, now  iti  the  Mediterranean,  dated  June  3d,  1839: 
“The  Archipelago  is  swarming  with  pirates.  The 
Austrian,  French  and  English  have  vessels  of  war 
to  protect  their  commerce,  but  although  the  crew  of 
a vessel  having  an  American  gentleman  with  his 
wife  on  board  have  all  been  murdered  by  the  pirates, 
there  has  not  been  an  American  vessel  of  war  up 
here  for  more  than  a year.  The  Americans  here 
complain  much  of  it,  and  inquire  of  me  what  has 
become  of  our  Mediterranean  squadron.” 

TWENTY-FOUR  DAY’S  LATER. 

ARRIVAL  OF  THE  GREAT  WESTERN. 

The  Great  Western  was  visible  by  the  Telegraph 
Tuesday  morning,  soon  after  six  o’clock,  and  about 
1(H  o’clock  was  off  the  Battery  on  the  way  to  her 
berth  at  the  new  pier  of  the  tobacco  warehouse. 

There  is  no  novelty  whatever  from  the  advices  in 
the  continental  markets.  A very  good  harvest  has 
been  got  in,  in  France. 

The  most  important  item  of  political  news  by 
the  Great  Western  appears  to  be  the  protracted  set- 
tlement of  affairs  in  the  east  without  bloodshed. 

The  disturbed  state  of  England  continues,  particu- 
larly in  the  manufacturing  districts.  It  is  apparent 
that  only  the  military  force  of  the  government  sup- 
presses a violent  attempt  at  revolution  by  the  chart- 
ists. It  is  also  remarkable  that  the  government,  and 
the  landlords,  as  well  as  the  merchants  and  manufac- 
turers express  no  apprehensions  and  appear  to  feel 
no  alarm, — and  probably  none  exists,  because  the 
purposes  of  the  chartists  are  so  frantic  as  to  be  ridi- 
culous and  clearly  they  are  powerless. 

In  the  manufacturing  dislricts  of  England,  the 
cotton  mills  genera'ly  were  worked  on  short 
time.  * 

Mr.  Webster  was  in  Scotland.  He  was  to  be  at 
the  Eglintoun  tournament. 

The  London  Times,  on  the  authority  of  its  Paris 
correspondent,  states  that  Mr.  Christopher  Hughes, 
our  charge  d’aifairs  to  Sweeden,  was  negotiating 
with  the  French  government  the  recognition  by 
France  of  the  independence  of  Texas,  but  this  was 
denied  “by  authority”  in  London. 

The  Thames  Tunnel.  Mr.  Brunei  has  notified  the 
lord  mayor  of  London  that  this  work  is  completed  to 
within  five  feet  on  the  Middlesex  side. 

Monetary  intelligence — city , Thursday  evening. — 
Money  continues  to  be  much  in  demand,  yet  it  is 
easier  both  in  the  commercial  circles  and  on  the 
stock  exchange;  but  it  has  had  little  or  no  effect  upon 
the  British  funds.  Notwithstanding  the  late  arri- 
vals of  bullion  from  America  and  some  portion  of 
the  continent,  still  we  find,  as  will  be  seen  from  the 
following  official  returns,  that  it  is  still  exported  to 
some  extent,  chiefly  to  Hamburgh,  for  the  Russian 
mint  in  that  city.  From  the  15th  to  the  21st  instant 
the  exports  of  gold  coin  amounted  to  2,030  ounces, 
and  of  bars  642  ounces.  Of  silver,  the  exports  in 
coin  have  beenduring  the  same  period  50,104  ounces, 
and  in  bars  11,993  ounces.  [ Morning  Herald. 

Mr.  F.  T.  Baring  will  be  the  new  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Spring  Rice, 
whose  elevation  to  the  peerage  will  take  place  im- 
mediately. New  writs  for  Cambridge  and  Ports- 
mouth will  be  moved  for  before  the  end  of  the  ses- 
sion. [London  Sun. 

Correspondence  of  the  New  York  Express. 
London,  August  23.  Parliament  is  to  be  pro- 
rogued on  Wednesday. 

There  is  a story  originating  in  the  Post  that  the 
queen  is  to  be  married  to  the  prince  Albert  Francis, 
second  son  of  the  reigning  duke  of  Saxe  Coburgh, 
an  old  story  renewed,  having  no  new  foundation  in 
any  new  fact.  The  Post,  however,  persists  in  its 
announcement,  and  says  allusion  will  be  made  to  it 
in  the  prorogation  of  parliament. 

The  passing  of  the  penny  postage  bill  to  a law  has 
given  great  satisfaction;  and  people  here  seem  to 
know  little  of  what  has  been  done  during  the  ses- 


sion, except  that  the  penny  postage  bill  has  passed. 
This  is  the  most  important  act  of  the  session,  and 
will  naturally  attract  great  attention  to  the  postage 
tax  in  the  United  States.  The  country  will  regard 
it  with  great  satisfaction,  and  all  classes  will  un- 
doubtedly reap  great  advantages  from  its  operation. 
In  a mercantile  point  of  view  it  is  most  important, 
and  we  anticipate  a considerable  increase  of  trade 
and  commerce  in  consequence. 

There  continues  to  be  great  anxiety  about  the 
crops, — but  more  promising  weather  we  are  now 
having  leads  to  the  impression,  that  there  will 
be  an  average  crop, — but  of  this,  there  is  doubt  in 
London,  which  has  its  effect  on  the  money  market. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  last  night  inform  - 
ed  the  house  of  commons  that  there  had  been  already 
subscribed  at  the  Bank  of  England,  for  the  funding 
of  the  £4,000,000  of  exchequer  bills,  £3,721,000, 
leaving  only  £279,000  to  be  subscribed  this  day. — 
We  have  no  doubt  that  this  sum  will  be  accomplish- 
ed in  the  course  of  the  morning. 

There  continues  to  be  great  pressure  on  the 
money  market,  but  I hope  the  pressure  is  passing 
over.  Private  bank  bills  have  been  5£  to  6,  and 
joint  stock  bank  bills  have  been  6 to  7 per  cent,  and 
other  kinds  of  bills  are  up  as  high  as  10  per 
cent.  The  rates,  however,  now  have  a downward 
tendency. 

THE  CROPS  IN  ENGLAND. 

Correspondence  of  the  New  York  Express. 

London,  August  23.  I had  hoped  to  be  able  to 
turnish  you  in  the  interesting  state  of  your  grain 
market,  accounts  of  the  crops  in  all  pasts  of  Europe 
so  that  you  could  be  able  to  judge  of  the  propriety 
of  export,  but  I am  disappointed,  inasmuch  as  the 
doubtful  weather  in  the  north  of  Europe  prevents 
the  f orming  of  a correct  opinion. 

In  the  south  of  Europe  the  wheat  harvest  may  be 
considered  as  over,  but  the  yield  was  not  so  large  as 
was  expected  some  time  ago,  though  it  is  good. — 
The  advance  in  price  at  Leghorn  and  Trieste  is 
no  sign  of  a deficit  in  the  crop,  because  the  news 
of  a probable  deficit  in  England  had  had  an  effect 
there. 

In  the  north  of  Europe  there  appears  to  have  been 
the  same  kind  of  weather  that  we  have  had  so  much 
of  in  England.  A great  deal  of  rain  has  fallen  in  the 
Baltic.  The  wheat  on  the  Vistula  had  been  essen- 
tially injured.  The  weather  by  the  last  dates,  how- 
ever, had  been  more  promising. 

The  anxiety  respecting  our  crops  continues  to  be 
intense,  and  though  the  bright  weather  of  the  day  or 
tw'o  past  has  brightened  our  hopes,  yet  the  anxiety  is 
hardly  mitigated.  A hungiy,  ravenous,  uneasy 
population  already  exists  on  account  of  a portion  of 
the  crops,  and  if  there  be  another  failure,  it  will  be 
quite  impossible  to  keep  such  a population  in  check. 
In  the  southern  part  of  England  the  crops  are  known 
to  be  good  because  the  harvest  is  over, — but  in  the 
north  the  rain  and  consequent  cold  weather,  I fear, 
has  materially  injured  the  crops,  and  it  is  cer- 
tain the  harvest  will  be  late.  The  character  of 
the  crops  generally  will  not  be  known  for  four  or 
five  weeks,  and  every  day  of  sun,  here,  for  some 
time  to  come  will  make  an  up,  and  every  day  .of 
rain  a down. 

The  race  of  the  steam  ships  out.  We  find  in  the 
London  Sun  the  following  data,  furnished  by  a cor- 
respondent of  the  progress  of  speed  (as  per  log) 
each  day  of  the  Great  Western  and  British  Queen, 
after  they  left  New  York: 

Great  British  Gain  of  Gavi  of 

Western.  Queen.  G.  W.  B.  Q. 
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1 

3 

219 

207 

12 

4 

251 

230 

21 

5 

254 

230 

24 

6 

240 

220 

20 

7 

244 

224 
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238 
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12 

250 

262 

12 

13 

221 

267 

14 

14th  277 

Dist.  run  by 
G.  W. 

| 2957 

Do  by?3  0M 
B.  Q.  5 iJ’014 

151 

27 

2,957 

27 

Miles  147 

124  miles 

gained  by  Great  Western, 

*6  allowed 

for  hour  start. 

Total  gain  of  the  Grpat  Western,  118  miles. 

*The  Great  Western  started  half  an  hour  before  the 
British  Queen. 


Thus  the  total  gain  by  the  Great  Western  on  the 
British  Queen  in  eleven  days,  i.  e.  from  2d  to  13th 
inst.  was  118  mils,  or  10  miles  per  diem. 

The  Great  Western  went  out  in  12^  days;  the  Bri- 
tish Queen  in  13  1-2.  They  kept  in  sight  of  each 
other  till  the  afternoon  of  the  third  day  out,  when 
the  Great  Western  bid  “the  smoke  of  the  Queen 
adieu.”  The  British  Queen,  it  is  stated,  has  150 
berths  engaged  in  England  to  lake  passage  to  New 
York. 

The  British  Queen  was  at  Blackwall,  about  four 
miles  below  London  bridge,  when  the  Western  sail- 
ed. 

Steam  communication  with  America.  In  the  house 
of  commons,  Aug.  21st,  Mr.  Hume  moved  foraco- 
py  of  any  agreement  entered  into  by  the  board  of 
admiralty,  or  any  other  department  of  her  majesty’s 
government,  respecting  the  conveyance  of  the  mails 
to  the  West  Indies  and  America,  when  Mr.  C.  Wood 
gave  the  following  explanation: 

With  respect  to  the  conveyance  of  the  North  Ame- 
rican mail  to  Halifax,  the  lowest  tender  which  go- 
vernment had  received  in  answer  to  public  adver- 
tisement was  £45,000  a year,  the  mail  to  be  con- 
veyed once  a month.  This  appeared  to  government 
much  too  high,  and  they  had  consequently  made  a 
private  bargain,  by  which,  for  a slightly  increased 
sum,  they  would  have  double  the  quantity  of  work 
performed.  The  contract  was  for  the  conveyance 
of  the  mail  to  Halifax  once  a fortnight  at  the  rate  of 
£50,000  yearly.  Government  had  also  made  ar- 
rangements for  a mail  from  Halifax  to  Boston  once 
a fortnight,  and  the  total  yearly  expense  would  be 
£60,000.  Those  arrangements  were  made  for  seven 
years.  With  respect  to  the  conveyance  of  the  mails 
to  the  West  Indies,  no  contract  was  yet  made,  but 
he  did  not  anticipate  that  the  service  would  be  per- 
formed at  the  same  low  rate,  unless  the  party  con- 
tracting to  do  it  had  important  interests  ol  another 
kind  at  stake  in  the  West  Indies.  No  offer  had 
been  made  to  the  admiralty  half  so  good  as  that 
which  had  been  taken.  Certain  persons  had  come 
to  the  treasury  and  admiralty  and  said  they  would 
perform  the  duty  for  £240,000.  That  was  agreed 
to.  What  w:as  the  service  to  be  done?  There  was 
now  a communication  by  sailing  vessels  twice  a 
month  between  this  country  and  the  West  Indies, 
and  there  was  a communication  once  a month  by 
the  same  means  with  Mexico.  But  the  mode  of 
communication  by  sailing  packets  was  altogether 
deficient  and  unsatisfactory.  There  was  no  regular 
communication  at  all  with  Malabar,  and  the  commu- 
nication between  the  whole  of  our  West  Indian  pos- 
sessions, and  the  coasts  of  South  and  North  America 
was  very  defective;  thus  there  was  no  packet  com- 
munication whatever  between  Mexico  and  the  West 
Indies,  and  no  direct  communication  between  Cuba 
and  the  east  coast  of  Ameiica.  If  specie  were  to 
be  conveyed  from  Mexico  to  any  part  of  the  West 
Indies,  there  was  no  mode  of  doing  it  but  by  a ship 
of  war.  In  fact,  there  was  no  communication  which 
could  be  depended  upon  between  the  West  Indies 
and  the  whole  of  North  America.  These  were  de- 
ficiencies which  would  be  supplied  by  the  parties 
with  whom  this  contract  had  been  made.  Twice  a 
month  steamers  of  400  horse  power  would  cross  the 
Atlantic,  and  such  lines  would  be  established  as 
would  connect  all  the  islands  of  the  West  Indies, 
whether  British  or  foreign,  and  as  would  also  con- 
nect our  colonies  in  the  West  Indies  wilh  those  in 
Demarara  and  Berbice;  wilh  the  Caracoas  and  Hon- 
duras; with  Havana;  with  Yera  Cruz,  and  the  west- 
ern part  of  the  United  States.  A connexion  also 
would  be  established  between  Havana  and  N.  York. 
The  number  of  steamers  required  would  be  about 
14;  and  the  result  would  be,  that  they  would  have 
communications  between  the  w hole  northern  part  of 
South  America,  and  the  w'hole  southern  part  of  the 
United  States,  and  w ilh  the  British  islands;  and  such 
a one,  too,  as  might  be  reckoned  on  as  certain. — 
This  would  be  established  early  in  the  summer  of 
1841,  which  was  as  soon  as  so  many  steamers, 
which  would  be  of  a size  of  which  there  w^ere  as  yet 
only  two  examples,  could  be  built.  This  he  thought 
was  as  satisfactory  an  arrangement  as  could  be;  and 
that  it  was  a fair  one  there  could  be  no  doubt,  when 
it  was  considered  how  heavy  must  be  the  expense 
of  building  so  many  vessels,  and  also  of  sending  out 
coal  from  the  country  to  supply  them.  The  arrange- 
ment had  been  made  to  last  19  years. 

Communication  with  the  West  Indies  by  steam. — 
We  have  learned  from  an  authentic  source,  and 
communicate  to  our  readers  with  much  satisfaction, 
the  fact  that  government  have  concluded  a contract 
with  a powerful  company,  established  under  the  di- 
rection of  some  of  the  first  merchants  and  capitalists 
in  the  city,  to  convey  the  mails  by  steam  twice  a 
month  from  England  to  the  West  Indies,  and  from 
the  West  Indies  to  the  United  States  and  Halifax, 
by  very  powerful  steam  vessels,  which  are  to  be 
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built  for  this  special  purpose.  This  extensive  and 
well  combined  operation  embraces  every  colony, 
British  and  foreign,  and  the  coast  of  America,  from 
Surinam  to  New  Orleans;  at  the  same  time  furnish- 
ing all  these  countries  with  a connected  line  of  pack- 
ets for  correspondence  and  passengers  with  each 
other  and  with  New  York  and  Halifax,  as  well  as 
with  Europe,  by  the  direct  line  from  this  country,  to 
and  fiom  the  West  Indies.  The  course  of  post  with 
the  West  Indies  from  London  to  London  again  will 
be  58  days,  with  abundance  of  time  at  every  place 
(from  three  days  to  fifteen  days,  as  may  be — Jamai- 
ca will  have  ten  days)  to  reply  to  letters;  and  be- 
sides their  ordinary  course  of  post  as  just  mention- 
ed, Barbadoes,  Grenada,  St.  Thomas,  and  Porto 
Rico,  and  also  a portion  of  Hayti,  will  be  able  to 
communicate  with  London  in  43  days. 

We  hear  also  that  it  is  contemplated  to  connect 
with  this  plan  a line  of  sailing  packets  from  Panama 
to  Sydney,  by  which  the  course  of  post  between  that 
place  and  London  might  be  brought  to  about  five 
months. 

The  bargain  made  for  the  performance  of  this  most 
important  and  wide  extended  service  is,  we  hear, 
reasonable  on  the  part  of  tire  contractors  and  liberal 
on  the  part  of  government.  It  is  also  but  justice  to 
the  latter  to  state  that  they  entered  into  this  great 
measure  with  the  utmost  readiness,  and  with  the 
most  anxious  desire  to  benefit  and  to  advance  the 
great  commercial  and  colonial  interests  of  this  coun- 
try; and  as  the  plan  and  all  its  combinations  become 
known,  these,  we  feel  convinced,  will  be  acknow- 
ledged by  all  to  be  the  greatest  boon  ever  conferred 
by  any  government  upon  the  colonial  and  the  com- 
mercial interests  of  this  country.  On  the  British 
colonies  in  the  western  world,  and  all  South  Ameri- 
ca, and  every  place  on  the  gulf  of  Mexico,  it  must 
confer  inestimable  and  lasting  benefits.  Placed  in 
the  heart  as  it  were  of  the  great  continent  of  Ameri- 
ca, the  moving  power  of  this  mighty  combination 
and  rapid  communication  will  spread  its  invigorating 
influence  to  places  and  to  vast  and  rich  countries 
hitherto  comparatively  unknown  and  inaccessible, 
and  from  which  every  nation  in  the  world,  and  Great 
Britain  in  particular,  will  derive  the  greatest  advan- 
tages. It  will  tend  to  the  peaceably  consolidation 
of  the  different  states  in  the  new  world,  by  increas- 
ing the  industry  and  the  wealth  of  their  people;  and, 
consequently,  enabling  these  states  to  repay  the 
heavy  debts  which  they  owe  to  British  subjects. — 
The  whole  plan  will  be  found  to  be  worthy  of  this 
country,  and  to  confer  credit  and  honor  upon  the  go- 
vernment and  the  post  office  establishment  thereof, 
and  also  upon  every  one  who  has  been  engaged  in 
planning  and  arranging  this  mostimportant  measure. 

[London  Sun. 

Ocean  steam  navigation.  By  October,  1841, 
there  will  be  thirteen  large  and  splendid  steam-ships 
running  across  the  Atlantic  ocean.  Notone  will  be 
smaller  than  the  Liverpool,  and  more  than  half  of 
them  will  be  larger  than  the  Great  Western.  Four 
of  the  thirteen  will  ply  between  Liverpool,  Halifax 
and  Boston,  and  the  balance  will  run  Irom  Bristol, 
London,  Liverpool,  and  the  Clyde  to  New  York. — 
The  British  Queen  and  President  will  be  followed 
by  the  United  Kingdom,  City  of  New  York,  the 
Clyde  steamer,  and  the  United  States,  in  rapid  suc- 
cession. The  four  Halifax  steamers  will  be  ready 
early  in  1841.  There  may  be  twenty  or  thirty 
steamers  running  over  the  Atlantic  from  different 
ports  in  Europe  to  America,  but  we  can  only  speak 
positively  of  thirteen.  A gentleman  who  arrived  in 
the  Liverpool  told  us  that  the  frame  of  the  President 
was  up,  and  that  she  would  be  ready  to  enter  the 
lists  by  the  first  of  next  May.  She  is  larger  than 
the  British  Queen.  [Courier. 

The  chartists.  The  rer.  J.  R.  Stephens,  one  of 
the  most  incendiary  of  the  popular  harranguers,  had 
been  tried  and  convicted  of  sedition,  and  Was  sen- 
tenced to  15  months  imprisonment  in  the  Knutsford 
house  of  correction,  and  at  the  expiration  of  the 
term  to  find  sureties  for  his  good  behavior  for  five 
years  in  £500  for  himself,  and  two  sureties  of  £250 
each. 

Most  of  the  leaders  of  the  chartists  have  been 
tried  and  found  guilty,  and  sentenced  to  imprison- 
ment from  one  to  two  years,  leaving  the  party  with- 
out a head  to  direct  their  movements.  Although 
they  are  still  agitating  various  parts  of  the  north  of 
England,  it  is  believed  that  little  mischief  will  be 
done.  Those  men  who  were  concerned  in  the  riot 
at  Birmingham,  and  who  were  sentenced  to  death, 
have  been  reprieved  and  will  be  transported.  The 
chartis:s  in  many  places  are  adopting  a new  and 
singular  method  of  annoyance.  They  assemble  in 
some  public  place  and  proceed  in  a body  to  the  pa- 
rish church,  excluding  thereby  all  pew  holders,  £tc. 
Frequently  they  send  to  the  clergyman  a text,  and 
if  he  preaches  from  it  they  appear  to  be  satisfied 
with  his  efforts. 


Generally,  the  clergyman  proceeds  with  his  sub- 
ject in  a manner  not  very  gratifying  to  the  chartists, 
and  this  leads  to  tumult.  At  Sheffield  72  persons 
were  arrested,  but  two  only  had  been  committed  for 
trial.  On  the  18th  of  August  they  filled  the  old  pa- 
rish church  in  that  town,  and  also  crowded  the 
church  yard.  They  had  proclaimed  their  intention 
of  attending  the  same  place  on  Sunday  the  25th,  and 
had  sent  a request  to  the  clergyman  to  preach  from 
5th  James,  first  six  verses — “Go  to,  now,  ye  rich 
men,”  &c. 

State  of  the  country.  Every  newspaper  one  opens 
is  lull  of  the  symptoms  of  a feverish  state  of  the 
country.  If  a civil  war  raged  in  the  land,  we  could 
hardly  expect  to  receive  from  the  seat  of  hostilities 
more  alarming  accounts  than  such  as  the  newspa- 
pers daily  supply  from  disturbed  districts  in  the 
north  of  England.  Tumultuary  risings— not  mobs 
of  an  hour  or  two,  easily  put  down  by  a magistrate 
and  half-a  dozen  constables,  but  riots  of  two  or  three 
days’  continuance — take  place,  in  defiance  of  strong 
bodies  of  armed  police  and  dragoons.  Mobs  have 
been  charged  by  infantry  with  fixed  bayonets,  yet 
have  returned  to  the  attack  reckless  and  infuriated. 
Attempts  have  been  made  to  rescue  prisoners,  to  set 
fire  to  buildings  and  to  stone  magistrates  and  police 
to  death.  Gangs  of  men,  women  and  children,  have 
forced  their  way  into  factories,  stopped  their  works, 
and  compelled  peaceably  disposed  persons  to  “turn 
out”  with  them.  Policemen  with  their  truncheons 
are  mere  sport  for  the  populace  becoming  familiar 
with  the  bayonets  and  daggers.  And  these  scenes 
have  occurred  in  many  large  and  populous  places 
and  districts — Manchester,  Rochester,  Bolton,  Stock- 
port,  Bury,  Heywood,  Middleton,  Macclesfield, 
Nottingham  and  Sheffield.  The  judges  on  the  cir- 
cuit are  guarded,  not  as  formerly  by  worth}'  farmers, 
following  their  landlord,  the  high  sheriff,  in  peacea- 
ble procession,  but  by  regular  troops.  Special  con- 
stables are  appointed  by  thousands,  and  the  yeoman- 
ry are  called  out;  but  the  main  reliance  is  on  hussars 
and  dragoons.  In  fact,  a large  portion  of  the  coun- 
try is  at  this  moment  virtually  under  martial  law. 
Where  is  this  to  end?  [Spectator. 

Prorogation  of  parliament.  The  queen  was  to 
prorogue  parliament  in  person  on  Tuesday  the  27th 
day  of  August.  There  were  reports  in  London  that 
the  prorogation  was  to  be  by  commission,  in  order 
that  mention  might  be  made  of  the  intended  mar- 
riage of  the  queen,  but  this  report,  although  stated 
by  the  Morning  Post,  as  by  authority,  proved  to  be 
unfounded,  and  her  majesty  is  yet  to  enjoy  the  sole 
advice  of  my  lord  Melbourne. 

Lord  Palmerston  stated  in  the  house  of  commons, 
in  answer  to  Mr.  Hume,  that  on  the  28th  of  last 
month  a note  had  been  presented  to  the  ministers  of 
the  porte,  signed  by  the  representatives  of  the  five 
great  powers,  technically  called  “a  collective  note,” 
which  stated  that  they  were  instructed  by  their  re- 
spective governments  to  inform  the  porte  that  the 
five  powers  were  agreed  generally  as  to  the  affairs 
now  pending  between  Turkey  and  Egypt,  and  that 
they  were  directed  to  ask  the  porte  to  suspend  any 
negotiations  into  which  it  might  have  entered  with 
Mehemet  Ali,  and  not  to  proceed  therein  without 
the  knowledge  and  concurrence  of  the  five  powers. 
That  note  has  been  accepted  by  the  Turkish  govern- 
ment with  great  thankfulness.  The  house  might, 
therefore,  be  assured  that  there  would  be  no  disturb- 
ance of  the  peace  of  the  east,  unless  some  new  sub- 
ject of  difference  arose,  of  which  there  was  no  pros- 
pect whatever  at  present. 

THE  CANADAS. 

The  act  for  making  temporary  provision  for  the 
government  of  Lower  Canada,  received  the  royal 
assent  on  the  17th  of  August. 

The  1st  section  provides  that  the  special  council 
shall  consist  of  not  less  than  twenty  members,  and 
no  business  to  be  done  unless  eleven  be  present. 

Section  2,  repeals  the  provision  of  the  act  of  1 
and  2 Victoria,  ch.  9,  preventing  the  making  of 
permanent  laws.  All  permanent  laws  to  be  laid 
for  thirty  days  before  parliament,  previous  to  being 
confirmed. 

Section  3,  repeals  the  provision  of  the  late  act  pro- 
hibiting taxation.  No  new  tax  to  be  levied  except 
for  public  works  and  objects  of  municipal  govern- 
ment, and  such  taxes  not  to  be  appropriated  by  go- 
vernment. 

Section  4,  repeals  the  provision  of  the  late  act 
prohibiting  the  alteration  of  the  acts  of  parliament, 
but  no  law  to  be  passed  affecting  the  temporal  or 
spiritual  rights  of  ecclesiastics  or  the  law  ol  tenure. 

Section  5.  All  laws  to  have  a publication  in  the 
Gazette  before  going  into  effect. 

FROM  SPAIN. 

The  news  from  the  Spanish  capital  is  up  to  Aug. 
14.  General  O’Donnell  was  carrying  on  the  siege 
of  Tales  with  the  greatest  activity.  General  Aspi- 


roz  was  pushing  on  the  siege  of  Segura,  and  it  was 
supposed  that  Cabrera  was  marching  to  the  relief  of 
that  fortress.  On  the  13th,  M.  Metaxa,  the  Greek 
ambassador,  left  Madrid,  his  government  having 
thought  proper  to  suppress  all  legations  but  those  of 
the  courts  of  London,  Paris,  Vienna,  Berlin  and  St. 
Petersburgh,  in  order  to  save  the  expense  of  such 
missions  to  the  country. 

From  the  Spanish  frontier  the  accounts  received 
are  of  the  18th  August.  The  whole  of  the  news 
they  bring  is  included  in  the  following  paragraph, 
which  we  copy  from  Galignani’s  Messenger  of 
Wednesday. 

“Our  correspondent  in  the  Basque  provinces  in- 
forms us,  on  the  17th  inst.  that  Don  Carlos  left  San 
Esteban  on  the  15th  for  Estello.  Just  as  he  was 
getting  on  horseback  he  addressed  the  troops  and 
said — ‘I  have  no  confidence  in  my  general;  I am  go- 
ing to  put  myself  at  the  head  of  the  army  with  my 
son;  will  you  follow  me?’  The  soldiers  all  replied, 
‘we  will  follow  you  to  the  death!’  with  the  greatest 
enthusiasm.  Elio  remains  with  the  9th  and  part  of 
the  7th  battalions  of  Navarre,  watching  the  revolters. 
All  the  peasants  and  troops  are  said  to  be  ready  to 
rise  in  favor  of  Don  Carlos  against  Maroto;  but  every 
thing  will  depend  on  what  is  done  at  Estella.  A let- 
ter from  Bayonne  says  that  all  the  town  was  in  com- 
motion on  the  17th,  a false  report  having  arrived  of 
Elio  having  actually  begun  the  attack  on  Vera.  Ac- 
cording to  a letter  from  St.  Jean  de  Luz,  the  infante 
Don  Sebastian  is  strongly  inclined  to  side  with  Ma- 
roto.” 

PORTUGAL. 

The  slave  trade.  The  excitement  produced  in 
Lisbon,  in  consequence  of  its  being  known  that  the 
British  government  was  at  length  seriously  engaged 
in  carrying  out  its  declarations  with  respect  to  the 
suppression  of  the  Portuguese  slave  trade,  and  had 
actually  carried  its  bill  for  that  purpose  through  the 
house  of  commons  without  opposition,  had  some- 
what subsided,  and  in  the  higher  circles  it  had  be- 
come clear  that  the  warlike  outbursts  of  the  govern- 
ment press  would  not  be  supported;  and  the  new  pre- 
mier, although  raised  to  his  present  eminence  by 
abuse  of  England,  had  found  out  that  w’hen  words 
were  to  be  verified  by  deeds,  he  would  not  be  sup- 
ported by  many  who  had  landed  and  urged  him  on 
as  long  as  the  crisis  was  at  a distance;  and  in  short, 
appearances  were  in  favor  of  the  Portuguese  go- 
vernment succumbing  to  necessity. 

[Cor.  Morn.  Chron.  Aug.  12. 

AFFAIRS  OF  THE  EAST. 

The  porte  has  accepted  the  mediation  of  the  five 
great  powers,  who  have  interfered  for  the  settlement 
of  the  eastern  quarrels,  so  that  there  is  now  no  pros- 
pect of  a war.  Vienna,  it  is  thought,  will  be  the  seat 
of  their  conference. 

The  French  and  English  fleets  of  22  sail  were 
united  off  Tenedos. 

Ibrahim,  the  conqueror,  has  halted  in  his  career; 
Mehemet  is  negotiating  with  the  grand  seignior; 
Russia  is  not  making  any  warlike  preparations,  and 
the  English  and  French  fleets  are  united  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Dardanelles.  Such  is  the  substance  of  the  last 
news  arrived  from  the  east.  All  this  gives  assur- 
ance for  the  peace  of  the  world,  and  is  sufficient  to 
satisfy  the  claims  of  our  national  patriotism.  France 
has  contributed  to  the  production  of  this  state  of 
things  more  than  any  other  power.  It  was  a French 
envoy  who  arrested  the  victorious  march  of  Ibrahim, 
and  the  French  fleet  was  the  first  to  arrive  at  Tene- 
dos. Whatever  may  now  be  the  direction  taken  by 
affairs  in  the  east,  France  must  be  satisfied  that  she 
is  worthily  represented  on  the  theatre  of  events. — 
One  of  the  king’s  sons  has  hastened  to  take  part  in 
the  proceedings  of  her  brave  navy,  and,  come  what 
will,  we  may  be  sure  that  we  shall  be  prepared,  as 
we  have  already  been  under  circumstances  equally 
unforeseen.  We  may  wait  with  confidence  the  re- 
sult of  negociations  supported  by  such  antecedents. 

[Monileur  Parisien. 

Correspondence  from  Constantinople  and  Alexan- 
dria states  that  the  hereditary  domination  of  Egypt 
is  to  be  ceded  to  Mehemet  Ali,  under  the  sovereign- 
ty of  the  porte.  This  step  was  rendered  unavoida- 
ble by  the  treachery  of  Hafiz  pasha,  who,  with  his 
staff  and  8,000  men,  had  gone  over  to  Ibrahim  pasha. 
It  wa3  also  reported  that  15,000  of  the  imperial 
guards,  encamped  near  Koniah,  had  revolted  and  dis- 
persed themselves  over  the  country. 

Letter  of  the  grand  vizier  Iihosrew  to  the  viceroy  of 
Egypt.  “As  was  stated  in  the  letter  addressed  to 
your  excellency  some  days  ago,  his  highness  the 
most  magnificent,  the  most  formidable,  and  the  most 
powerful  sultan,  Abdul  Medjid  Khan,  having  ascend- 
ed the  imperial  throne,  which  divine  predestination 
had  left  vacant,  the  wisdom  with  which  he  is  natu- 
rally gifted  dictated  to  him,  at  the  moment  of  his  ac- 
cession, the  follow'ing  language: — 
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“The  governor  of  Egypt,  Mehemet  Ali  pasha,  had  I 
committed  some  acts  calculated  to  indispose  my  glo- 
rious father:  various  events  came  to  pass  and  prepa- 
rations were  made.  Nevertheless,  to  preserve  from 
all  attempts  the  welfare  of  the  people  intrusted  to  me 
by  Providence,  with  the  sole  view  to  spare  the  effu- 
sion of  Mussulman  blood,  I mean  to  forget  all  that 
is  past;  I will  pardon  that  governor;  confer  on  him  a 
decoration  similar  to  that  of  my  other  viziers,  and 
concede  to  him  the  province  of  Egypt,  and  the  here- 
ditary right  thereto  to  his  descendants,  on  condition 
that  he  fully  conform  to  his  duties  of  obedience  and 
submission.” 

“However  unworthy  I may  be  of  the  honor,  hav- 
ing been  raised  to  the  post  of  grand  vizier,  and  owing 
to  the  existence  of  former  relations  between  your  ex- 
cellency and  me,  I heard  with  lively  satisfaction  the 
language  of  his  highness.  I immediately  wrote  to 
the  seraskierof  the  east,  Hafiz  pasha,  to  suspend  the 
march  of  the  imperial  army,  and  the  fleet,  which  was 
to  have  left  the  Dardanelles,  has  been  detained. 

“The  decoration  conferred  on  you  by  the  sultan, 
and  the  firman  which  is  to  accompany  it,  are  now 
preparing. 

“In  the  meanwhile,  Akiff  eflendi,  secretary  of  (he 
council,  and  one  of  the  high  functionaries  of  the  sub- 
lime porte  has  been  despatched  to  acquaint  you  in 
detail  with  our  sovereign’s  desire. 

“If  God  design  to  assist  his  highness,  all  the  pro- 
vinces of  the  empire  will  enjoy  perfect  tranquillity 
under  the  protection  of  his  sceptre.  Now,  as  the  ac- 
complishment of  that  hope  depends  upon  the  union 
of  Mussulmans,  I specially  address  you  this  letter, 
in  order  that,  guided  by  your  natural  prudence,  and 
docile  to  the  supreme  wish,  you  forget  all  the  past, 
fully  accomplish  your  duties  as  a vassal,  withdraw 
the  troops  which  are  found  in  your  camp,  and  think 
no  more  hereafter  but  of  accord  and  union.” 

Letter  of  Mehemet  Ali,  communicated  to  the  Eu- 
ropean consuls  in  reply  to  the  communication  made 
to  him  by  the  ambassadors  of  the  great  powers  in 
Constantinople. 

“In  the  course  of  two  days  Akiff  eflendi  will  set 
out  for  Constantinople.  He  will  be  the  bearer  of  a 
letter  of  congratulation  and  submission  on  my  part, 
to  the  new  sultan,  Abdul  Medjid.  I intend  also  ad- 
dressing to  Khosrew  pasha  a letter,  in  which  I will 
represent  to  him— 

“1.  That  the  late  sultan  Mahmoud  had  made  me, 
at  the  time,  through  the  medium  of  Sarim  eflendi, 
propositions  of  a much  more  advantageous  nature 
than  those  addressed  to  me  now'  by  his  highness,  for 
he  then  offered  me  the  hereditary  reversion  of  Egypt, 
as  well  as  of  Syria,  Sayd  and  the  Sanjak  of  Tripoli. 

“2.  That,  under  existing  circumstances,  I demand 
the  hereditary  right  to  Egypt,  as  well  as  to  Syria  and 
Candia,  that  is,  to  all  the  dominions  I now  possess, 
as  I previously  mentioned. 

“3.  That,  on  this  condition,  and  if  the  port  wishes 
to  act  with  good  faith  towards  me,  I will  be  the  most 
faithful  of  the  servants  and  vassals  of  his  highness, 
and  I will  defend  him  when,  and  against  whomso- 
ever he  pleases. 

“I  intend  writing  to  Constantinople  to  the  above 
effect. 

“I  will  make  no  mention,  in  my  letter  to  the  grand 
vizier,  of  the  fleet,  from  a sense  of  propriety;  but  I 
beg  of  you  to  tell  the  representatives  of  the  great 
courts  at  Constantinople,  that  I never  had  the  inten- 
tion of  keeping  or  using  it  with  a hostile  object 
against  the  sultan;  I formally  pledge  myself,  on  the 
contrary,  to  restore  it  the  moment  my  propositions 
shall  have  been  accepted,  in  which  case  all  the  ves- 
sels comprising  the  squadron  of  his  highness  shall  be 
sent  back  to  Constantinople.  As  regards  the  Otto- 
man admirals,  those  who  shall  be  afraid  to  return  to 
Turkey  will  be  allowed  to  remain  in  Egypt,  which 
is  part  of  the  same  monarchy. 

“When  the  sultan  shall  have  acceded  to  my  pray- 
er, and  that  the  Khosrew  pasha  shall  have  been  re- 
moved from  the  direction  of  affairs,  I will  not  hesi- 
tate on  the  first  invitation  of  his  highness,  to  proceed 
to  Constantinople;  but  alone,  and  on  board  a steam- 
er, and  with  the  sole  view  of  offering  in  person  my 
homage  to  my  sovereign,  and  of  tendering  to  him 
my  services. 

“Finally,  I declare  to  you,  that  if  my  propositions 
be  not  attended  to,  1 shall  not  wage  war,  but  merely 
maintain  my  present  position  and  wait.” 

Extract  of  two  letters  written  after  the  battle  of 
Nezib,  by  Soliman  pasha  to  M.  Guys,  the  French 
consul,  at  Aleppo: — 

June  25.  We  intended  to  give  battle  to  the  Turk- 
ish army  on  our  arrival  at  Mejar,  but  we  found  its 
position  too  strong  to  be  attacked  in  front;  we  conse- 
quently were  obliged  to  turn  it.  We  advanced  to- 
wards the  left  by  a flank  march,  to  get  behind  it  and 
fall  upon  the  rear  of  the  right  wing. 


Our  manoeuvre  was  successful.  In  the  battle, 
fought  yesterday,  which  endured  for  four  hours  and 
a half,  and  which  was  attended  with  much  carnage, 
the  Turkish  army  was  routed  in  the  most  complete 
manner.  Its  artillery,  the  greatest  part  of  its  mus- 
kets, the  tents  and  baggage  fell  into  our  hands.  I 
cannot  exactly  state  the  number  of  prisoners;  it  is  so 
considerable  that  our  camp  is  encumbered  with 
them. 

Nezib,  June  27.  Mr.  Consul:  The  day  before 
yesterday,  when  I announced  to  you  the  result  of 
the  battle  of  Nezib,  I could  not  inform  you  of  the  ex- 
act number  of  prisoners:  it  amounts  to  10,000.  We 
have  picked  up  already  12,000  muskets,  but  many 
more  lie  scattered  on  the  ground  or  concealed  in  the 
river. 

The  whole  number  of  muskets  lost  by  the  Otto- 
man army  must  exceed  15,000.  We  have  taken  184 
pieces  of  artillery;  but  we  expect  to  find  some  more, 
as  the  army  brought  into  the  field  a greater  number 
of  pieces,  and  cannot  I think  have  saved  any. 

General  SOLOMAN  PASHA. 


CIVIL  GOVERNMENT  OF  FLORIDA. 
Division  of  the  territory;  or.  East  Florida  a distinct 
territorial  government. 

At  a full  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  city 
of  St.  Augustine,  East  Florida,  held,  pursuant  to 
public  notice,  at  the  court  house,  on  Thursday,  the 
29th  day  of  August,  1839,  general  Joseph  M. 
Hernandez  was  appointed  president,  and  Major 
J.  John  Beard,  jr.  and  S.  Hill  Williams  secretaries 
of  the  meeting. 

The  object  of  the  meeting  was  explained,  and  the 
meeting  was  addressed  by  major  Putnam  and  seve- 
ral other  gentlemen.  On  motion,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  following  gentlemen,  viz: 
Gabriel  W.  Perpall,  esq.  general  Peter  Sken  Smith, 
colonel  John  M.  Hanson,  Bernardo  Segui,  esq.  and 
colonel  Gad  Humphreys  be  a committee  to  draught 
resolutions  expressive  of  the  sense  of  the  meeting. 

The  committee  having  retired,  reported  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions,  which  were  adopted  by  accla- 
mation, and  without  a dissenting  voice: 

Reolved,  That  as  Floridians — as  American  citi- 
zens— we  are  gratified  at  the  presence,  at  this  time, 
of  the  same  men  and  the  same  spirit  that  were 
present  in  the  meeting  of  the  fifth  day  of  February, 
1838,  to  protest  against  the  calling  a convention  to 
form  a state  constitution — and  against  the  im- 
position of  state  taxes — and  to  organize  in  favor 
of  “DIVISION.” 

Resolved,  That  we  have  not,  at  any  time,  “ yielded ” 
our  preferences,  or  compromised  our  principles:  we 
are,  as  we  were,  in  that  first  meeting,  “one  and  all, 
opposed  to  beingerected  into  a state  with  the  mid- 
dle and  west — and  one  and  all  for  separating  THE 
EAST  from  the  middle  and  west — making  the 
Suwannee  the  dividing  line.” 

Resolved,  That  we  have  organized  for  “division,” 
and  nothing  but  “division,”  and  for  the  purpose  of 
co-operating  with  our  fellow-citizens  of  THE 
EAST  for  the  DIVISION  of  this  vast  territo- 
ry— comprising,  as  it  does,  the  country  and  the 
capabilities  sufficient  for  TWO  STATES;  the 
west  being  nearly  equal  in  size  to  Massachusetts 
and  Maryland  combined,  and  nearly  as  large  as 
South  Carolina;  and  the  territory  lying  east  of  the 
“Suwannee”  possessing  an  area  approaching  in  ex- 
tent Pennsylvania  or  New  York,  and  equal  in  ex- 
tent to  Tennessee  or  Michigan. 

Resolved,  That  a glance  at  our  geographical  po- 
sition shows  that  the  natural  outlet  of  the  middle 
and  west  is  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  while  the 
east  has  its  natural  outlet  to  the  Atlantic  coast — 
thus, /rom  the  beginning,  nature  designed  the  sepa- 
ration. That,  subsequently,  the  conflicting  and 
diversified  interests  of  the  Floridians  demanded 
and  obtained— and  in  seeking  DIVISION,  we  only 
seek  to  establish  the  right  of  separation  that 
had  its  foundation  in  the  justice  and  policy  of  the 
Spanish  and  English  governments,  under  which  the 
Floridas  were  formed  into  two  separate  pro- 
vinces, each  having  its  own  governor;  and  they 
were  so  ceded  by  Spain  to  the  United  Slates. 

Resolved,  That  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the 
United  States  having  established  the  federal  ra- 
tio or  state  representation  at  forty-seven  thou* 
sand  seven  hundred — and  as,  in  the  census  that 
preceded  the  late  territorial  convention,  the  aggre- 
gate population  of  the  Floridas  fell  ten  thousand 
short  of  the  federal  number,  we  consider  a “con- 
stitution” emanating  from  the  representatives  of  a 
minority  a dead  letter  whether  approved  or  re- 
jected by  the  territory  at  large. 

Resolved,  That  adhearing  to  the  principle  of  “di- 
vision,” we  do  maintain  the  “ birth  right ” of  the 
east  to  a separate  and  independent  territory  east  of 


the  Suwannee:  while,  with  mingled  feelings  of  kind- 
ness and  respect,  we  would  say  to  the  middle  and 
west,  “Is  not  the  whole  land  before  us?  Let  there 
be  no  strife  between  us,  for  we  be  brethren.” 

Resolved,  That  again,  as  before,  we  enter  our 
public  and  solemn  protest  aginst  the  premature, 
impracticable,  and  ruinous  scheme  of  precipitating 
the  whole  of  this  great  territory  into  a single  state; 
when  the  people  of  the  east  have,  with  such 
commendable  unanimity,  rejected  both  the  state 
and  the  constitution  at  the  ballot  box. 

Resolved,  That  the  inability,  as  also  the  indisposi- 
tion of  the  east  to  participate  in  the  mere  pa- 
geant of  a state  government,  upheld  by  direct 
taxes,  is  apparent  to  all;  and  we  should  be  still 
more  reluctant  to  exchange  our  territorial  inde- 
pendence for  state  honors,  purchased  by  the  de- 
grading and  humiliating  condition  that  the  middle 
and  west  pay  the  taxes  of  the  east! 

Resolved,  That  we  shall  support  for  office  men 
who  are  opposed  to  forming  the  Floridas  into  a 
single  state,  and  opposed  to  the  system  of  taxes, 
inseparable  to  the  adoption  of  a state  govern- 
ment, and  w’ho  are  the  uncompromising  advocates 
of  “division.” 


Resolved,  That  we  respectfully  solicit  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  towns  and  counties  of  the  east  to 
hold  similar  meetings;  and  we  most  respectfully  ask 
for  these  proceedings  the  attention  of  the  honorable 
Charles  Downing,  our  delegate  in  congress,  with 
the  assurance  of  our  undiminished  confidence  in  his 
ability  and  faithfulness  to  effect  the  division,  so 
ardently  desired  by  his  constituents  in  the  east, 
and  vitally  important  to  the  welfare  of  the  east. 

Resolved,  That,  in  petitioning  for  the  division 
of  the  Floridas,  w'e  appeal  with  confidence  to 
the  wisdom,  justice  and  patriotism  of  the  distin- 
guished statesmen  who  represent  our  common 

COUNTRY  IN  THE  COUNCILS  OF  THE  NATION  at 

Washington.  They  can  appreciate  the  importance 
of  the  two  states  of  Florida  to  the  southern 
portion  of  the  confederacy,  and  to  the  union. 

Resolved,  That  these  proceedings  be  signed  by 
the  president  and  secretaries,  and  published  in  the 
papers  of  the  city;  the  Tallehassee  Star,  the  paper 
at  Jacksonville,  the  Charleston  and  Savannah  pa- 
pers, the  Globe  and  the  National  Intelligencer, 
Washington. 

JOSEPH  M.  HERNANDEZ,  president. 

J.  John  Beard,  jr.  ) 

S.  Hill  Williams,  ) 


secretaries. 


TRADE  AND  COMMERCE. 

From  the  New  York  Express. 

The  following  tables,  prepared  for  the  Express 
by  an  eminent  compiler  of  statistics,  develope  im- 
portant facts,  and  lead  to  conclusions  of  a character 
which  must  eventually  sway  the  legislation  of  this 
country.-  It  will  be  seen  that,  since  the  last  war, 
in  24  years,  our  imports  of  foreign  goods  have  not 
materially  increased.  In  1838,  the  imports  were 
not  larger  than  in  1818.  It  is  very  true  that  the 
value  put  upon  goods  has  greatly  diminished,  but 
the  increase  of  manufactures  in  this  country  has 
made  up  the  difference  between  the  consumption  of 
a population  of  eight  millions  in  1815,  ’16,  ’17,  and 
of  sixteen  millions  in  1836,  ’37,  ’38. 

The  nominal  balance  of  imports  against  exports 
for  24  years,  is  the  enormous  sum  of  four  hundred 
and  twenty-nine  millions  of  dollars.  This  balance 
has  probably  been  paid  in  various  ways,  say — 

By  British  and  other  European  investments  in 
this  country  in  stocks,  real  estate,  manufactures, 
&c.  &e.  Millions  of  foreign  capital  are  invested  in 
manufactures  in  this  country.  In  Lowell,  Nashua 
and  other  New  England  towns,  a great  deal  of  fo- 
reign capital  is  invested.  In  this  city,  in  machi- 
nery, manufactures,  &c.  a great  deal  of  such  capital 
is  invested. 

By  bankruptcies,  losses  on  importations  on  fo- 
reign account,  &c. 

By  the  collection  of  our  foreign  debts  on  France, 
Naples,  &c.  &c. 

By  the  earnings  of  our  manufactories,  shipping, 
sealing  vessels,  &c. 

A great  many  other  methods  of  paying  this  ba- 
lance will  occur  to  mercantile  men;  but  we  are,  ne- 
vertheless, yet  deeply  in  debt.  The  national  debt 
has  bpen  paid  off  in  this  time,  but  a state  debt  to 
thrice  the  amount  has  been  created. 

The  immigration  to  this  country  has  a material 
effect  in  settling  balances.  Every  full-grown  man 
imported  is  a value  for  whom  no  equivalent  is  re- 
turned. If  we  put  upon  a free  white  European  im- 
ported no  higher  value  than  is  put  upon  an  African 
not  free,  every  immigrant  over  21  may  be  set  down 
as  worth  $1,000,  who  pays  his  own  charges  of  im- 
portation. Many  of  these  immigrants  come  with 
money;  but  the  bones  and  sinews  of  those  who  come 
without  are  worth  a great  deal  more  than  the  Afri- 
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cans,  for  the  European  creates  capital  upon  the  vo- 
luntary principle.  These  immigrants  clear  the  wil- 
derness, and  make  that  valuable.  They  build  rail 
roads  and  canals,  and  increase  the  actual  value  of 
lands  by  their  labor.  We  are  in  this  way  enabled 
to  settle  balances,  and,  though  such  an  amount  of 
imports  against  our  exports  would  frighten  any 
other  country,  the  fact  creates  no  great  sensation 
here,  because  American  credit  presents  to  the 
world  the  extraordinary  spectacle  of  native  Ame- 
ricans levying  a conscription  upon  Europe  for  its 
laborers,  and  paying  them  out  of  the  POCKETS  of 
their  own  CAPITALISTS. 

From  the  New  York  Express. 

COMMERCE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  following  table  of  exports  from  the  United 
States  to  foreign  countries,  for  each  year  since  the 
last  war  with  Great  Britain,  while  it  shows  a great 
increase  of  exports  of  domestic  produce  the  last  six 
years,  exhibits  a falling  off  in  our  carrying  trade,  or 


ixports  of  foreign  articles,  in  1838. 

Years. 

Exports  of  foreign 

Enports  of  do- 

merchandise. 

mestic  produce. 

1815 

$6,583,350 

$45,974,403 

1816 

17,13S,555 

64,781,896 

1817 

19,358,069 

68,313,500 

1818 

19,426,696 

73,854,437 

J819 

19,165,6S3 

50,976,S38 

1820 

18,008,029 

51,683,640 

1821 

21,302,488 

43,671,894 

1S22 

22,286,202 

49,874,079 

1823 

27,543,622 

47,155,408 

1824 

25,337,157 

50,649,500 

1S25 

32,590.643 

66,944,745 

1826 

24,539,612 

53,055,710 

1827 

23,403,136 

53,921,691 

1828 

21,595,017 

50,669,669 

1829 

16,658,47S 

55,700,193 

1839 

14,387,479 

59,462,029 

1831 

20,033,526 

61,277,027 

1832 

24,039,473 

63,137,470 

1833 

19,822,735 

70,317,698 

1834 

23,812,811 

81,024,162 

1835 

20,504,495 

101,189,082 

1336 

21,746,360 

106,9 16,6S0 

1837 

21,854,962 

95.564,414 

1838 

12,452,795 

96,033,821 

$493,591,373* 

$1,567,149,986] 

493,591,373 

Total 

exports, 

$2,060,741,359 

Actual  consumption  of  foreign  merchandise  in  the 
United  States  for  the  last  24  years.  (Imports, 
deducting  exports  of  foreign  articles). 

Year.  Amount. 


ISIS 
» 181(5 

1817 

1818 
1819 
1829 
1821 
1822 
1823 


1824 

'825 


126 


18i 

183> 

1831 


1832 

1833 

1834 

1835 

1836 


1837 

1838 


$109,457,924 

132,964,445 

82.891.931 
105,323,304 

70,959,317 

56,441,971 

41,253,236 

60,955,339 

50,035,645 

55,211,850 

63,749,432 

60,434,865 

56.080.932 
66,914,807 
57,834,049 
56,499,441 
83,157,59S 
76,989,793 
88, 295, 576 

102,708,521 
129,391,247 
168,233,675 
1 19.134,255 
101,264,609 


Total, 
Annual  avc. 


»e. 


$1,996,213,762 
83,175,573 


r,®c'tulation. 

I oreign  merchandise  >sumc,{  jn  (j)e  United  States 
in  24  years,  $1,996,213,762 

Exports  of  the  same,  493,591,373 


Total  imports  since 
Total  exports. 


1815 


2,489,806,315 

2,060,741,359 


Balance  against  the  Unitec. tes>  429,063,776 
Consumption  of  foreign  art.^  j 213  7(52 

Exports  of  domestic  produc’  | 557149*935 


Balance  as  above,  $429,063,776 

* Annual  average,  $20,506,305 
t Annual  average,  $56,297,910. 


A DISGRAEFUL  OCCURRENCE. 

From  the  Marion  (Ohio)  Visiter. 

Tuesday  morning  last  presented  a scene  of  con- 
fusion and  excitement  never  before  witnessed  in 
our  peaceful  village.  It  appears  that  a negro,  well 
known  by  our  citizens  by  the  name  of  Bill,  was 
sometime  since  taken  up  as  a runaway  slave  from 
Virginia,  and  lodged  in  the  jail  ot  this  county  for 
trial.  On  Monday,  the  day  for  his  trial,  we  disco- 
vered an  unsual  number  of  persons  assembled  to 
hear  the  result — the  house  was  crowded  to  over- 
flowing. The  witnesses  were  examined,  and  coun- 
sel heard,  the  judge,  however,  reserved  his  deci- 
sion till  the  following  morning. 

It  being  the  first  day  of  the  sitting  of  the  court 
of  common  pleas,  a great  mass  of  people  was  as- 
sembled. At  ten  o’clock,  A.  M.  the  court  was  call- 
ed (the  house  was  literally  crowed),  to  hear  the 
decision  of  the  judge,  which  occupied  at  least  forty 
minutes  in  delivering,  during  which,  the  greatest 
order  prevailed;  but  as  soon  as  the  hon.  O.  Bowen 
had  finished  by  declaring,  the  prisonor  free,  all  was 
confusion,  riot  and  disorder.  As  soon  as  the  deci- 
sion was  ended  the  pretended  owners  seized  the 
prisoner:  the  bystanders  resisted  and  endeavored 
to  rescue  him,  declaring  him  to  be  free,  and  desir- 
ing them  to  let  him  run  at  large,  but  the  Virgi- 
nians still  maintained  their  position  by  force,  and 
presented  pistols,  bowie  knives,  dirks,  &c.  threat- 
ening the  lives  of  all  them  who  would  lay  hands  on 
them  or  the  negro,  and  all  this  in  open  court.  Our 
citizens  and  friends  from  the  country  stood  out  in 
defence  of  their  trampled  and  insulted  laws  which 
were  thus  set  at  defiance. 

In  the  scene  of  confusion  the  negro  was  taken 
down  stairs  and  dragged  by  his  captors  through  the 
streets.  Those  who  forced  him  onward  were  arm- 
ed with  pistols,  bowie  knives  and  daggers.  At 
this  unusual  and  horrible  sight,  the  populace  be- 
came enraged  and  attacked  them  with  stones,  and 
whatever  missiles  they  could  get  hold  of — they  at 
length  succeeded  in  getting  him  into  one  of  our 
justice’s  offices,  and  there  guarded  him  (as  is  stat- 
ed) for  a new  trial.  Before  the  door  of  the  office 
the  excited  multitude  assembled,  demanding  jus- 
tice and  the  negro,  but  all  of  no  avail,  the  entrance 
was  guarded  with  pistols  and  bowie  knives.  At 
this  time  the  sheriff  arrived  and  begged  to  be  heard, 
and  requested  the  mob  to  be  dispersed,  but  this 
was  also  of  no  effect.  At  length  the  cry  for  the 
public  arms  was  made,  the  arsenal  broken  open, 
and  the  arms  obtained,  which  presented  a horrible 
spectacle.  The  excited  populace  under  arms  still 
demanded  entrance,  which  was  refused.  All  the 
orders  of  the  sheriff  and  court  to  restore  order 
seemed  to  be  of  no^effect.  Pistols  and  bowie 
knives  were  all  the  law) 

At  length  one  of  ttie  associate  judges,  (judge 
Anderson)  who  left  the  bench,  and  in  defiance  of' 
cocked  pistols  and  flashing  steel,  forced  his  way 
into  the  office,  after  which  others  followed,  and 
burst  open  the  back  door,  by  which  means  the  ne- 
gro made  his  escape.  He  had  run  but  a short  dis- 
tance, when  he  was  overtaken  by  his  pursuer, 
who  threatened  him  with  presented  pistol,  to  shoot 
him  if  he  did  not  stop.  At  this  time  a number  of 
the  enraged  multitude  fell  upon  the  pursuer  and 
knocked  him  down;  another  who  came  to  his  as- 
sistance shared  the  same  fate.  The  confusion  con- 
tinued until  orders  were  given  to  arrest  the  rioters. 
During  the  arrest  of  the  rioters,  the  negro  made 
his  escape  and  has  not  since  been  heard  of. 

We  would  further  remark  that  the  rioters  (we 
believe  eight  in  number)  were  the  same  day  ar- 
rested, and  recognized  to  appear  from  day  to  day, 
under  the  bonds  of  $600  each. 


RAIL  ROAD  ACCIDENT. 

From  the  N.  Y.  Journal  of  Commerce. 

A serious  accident  occurred  on  Wednesday  on 
the  Camden  and  Amboy  rail  road,  as  the  train  from 
the  east  was  approaching  the  depot  at  South  Am- 
boy. The  particulars  of  the  affair,  together  with 
the  proceedings  of  a meeting  of  the  passengers  sub- 
sequently held,  have  been  communicated  to  us  for 
publication,  ami  are  as  follows: 

At  a meeting  of  the  passengers  between  Phila- 
delphia and  New  York,  on  board  the  steamboat  In- 
dependence, Thomas  Dyer,  of  Tioga  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, was  called  to  the  chair,  and  J.  Dennis,  jr. 
of  Portsmouth,  Rhode  Island,  was  chosen  secretary. 
Alter  a statement,  made  by  the  secretary,  that  the 
brakeman  informed  him  that  he  was  the  only  brake- 
man  on  duty  at  the  time,  and  that  the  brake  he  was 
tending  broke,  and  that  he  attempted  to  reach  ano- 
ther brake,  bill  did  not  in  time  to  prevent  the  acci- 
dent; as  the  boat  was  near  the  wharf,  it  was  con- 
cluded to  adjourn  the  meeting  to  the  Exchange  ho- 
tel, Broad  street,  New  Yoik,  at  4 o’clock. 

At  4 o’clock  the  passengers  assembled.  After 
some  remarks  from  the  gentlemen  present,  the  se- 


cretary read  the  account  of  the  accident,  prepared 
on  board  the  boat,  which  is  as  follows: 

Rail  road  accident.  As  the  cars  were  descending 
the  road  near  South  Ainboy,  the  locomotive  left 
the  train  of  passenger  cars  as  usual.  As  the  road 
descends  towards  the  wharf,  the  cars  proceeded 
with  increased  velocity,  until  they  brought  up 
against  two  baggage  crates  upon  a car  that  came 
over  by  a train  before  the  passenger  train,  forcing 
this  car  against  the  crane  used  for  hoisting  the 
crates  on  board  the  boat,  shattering  it  to  pieces, 
and  carrying  away  the  posts  that  prevented  the 
cars  from  running  into  the  dock;  forcing  a great 
mass  of  materials  against  the  hoat.  Part  of'  the 
crane  falling  upon  the  wheel-house,  broke  it  in, 
but  fortunately  did  not  disable  the  boat.  If  the 
boat  had  not  been  lying  there,  in  all  probability  the 
whole  train  of  cars  would  have  run  off  the  wharf 
into  the  river.  Both  ends  of  all  the  cars  except  the 
two  last  in  the  train  were  very  badly  shattered,  the 
first  being  damaged  the  most,  and  veiy  badly  bro- 
ken. Most  of  the  passengers  in  the  cars  that 
were  seated  at  the  time  of  the  accident,  escaped 
unhurt,  except  some  who  were  slightly  bruised 
by  being  thrown  from  their  seats. 

A few  of  the  passengers  who  were  standing  on 
the  platform,  at  the  end  of  the  cars,  were  very  se- 
riously injured,  viz:  Richard  Butler,  of  Patterson, 
New  Jersey,  thigh  broken. 

William  Chequer,  of  Washington  city,  compound 
fracture  of  the  thigh,  collar-bone  broken,  and  other- 
wise seriously  injured;  recovery  very  doubtful. 
[Since  dead.] 

James  Aiken,  from  Galway,  Ireland,  recently 
from  Manayunk,  thigh  broken,  and  his  head  bruised, 
and  severely  injured  internally. 

James  Fuller,  Skaneateles,  New  York,  calf  of 
his  leg  slightly  bruised. 

Calvin  Burnell,  of  Northampton,  Massachusetts, 
some  bruised  but  not  materially  injured. 

A brakeman  who  was  tending  the  brake;  anlde 
sprained  and  head  bruised. 

It  appears,  by  information  obtained  from  the 
brakeman,  that  he  was  the  only  person  having 
charge  of  the  train  of  five  passenger  cars  and  the 
refreshment  car  at  the  time  of  the  accident,  and 
that  he  attempted  to  stop  the  train  by  the  brake, 
which  broke,  and  he  attempted  to  reach  another 
brake,  but  did  not  succeed  in  time  to  prevent  the 
accident. 

The  above  statement  being  approved  by  the 
meeting — 

Wm.  J.  Brown,  of  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  offered 
the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting, 
the  proprietors  and  managers  of  the  Camden  and 
Amboy  rair  road  company  were  guilty  of  gross  and 
unpardonable  negligence  in  not  furnishing  more  hands 
to  superintend  the  brakes  attached  to  the  cars , and 
that  in  onr  opinion  the  fatal  disaster  which  hap- 
pened by  the  concussion  of  the  cars  this  day  would 
probably  have  been  obviated  had  there  been  a suf- 
ficient number  of  persons  to  superintend  the  same. 

This  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted. 

[We  learn  that  the  wounded  passengers  w’ere  all 
brought  to  this  city  (New’  York)  in  the  steamboat 
Independence.  Captain  Schultz  bestowed  upon 
them  every  attention  in  his  power.  One  or  two  of 
them  are  so  much  injured  that  it  is  feared  they 
cannot  recover.] 


LOSS  OF  THE  LAKE  ERIE  STEAM  SHIP 
GREAT  V/ESTERN. 

From  the  Buffalo  papers  received  yesterday  morn- 
ing we  learn,  says  the  New  York  Courier,  that  this 
fine  new  boat  was  burned  to  the  waters  edge  while 
lying  at  the  dock  at  Detroit,  on  Sunday  evening  last. 
Passengers  arrived  at  Buffalogive  the’following par- 
ticulars of  this  unfortunate  occurrence.  The  West- 
ern had  been  on  a trip  to  the  upper  lakes,  was  re- 
turning, and  caught  fiie  while  crossing  Lake  St. 
Clair.  The  fire  was  early  discovered,  and  snon  got 

under,  hut  it  would  seem,  not  entirely  quenched) 

After  the  boat  reached  Detroit,  the  smothered  fire 
burst  forth,  and  in  an  instant  the  whole  vessel  was 
one  entire  sheet  of  flame.  The  fire  burned  with 
such  rapidity  that  very  few  of  the  passengers  secur- 
ed their  luggage.  One  gentleman  from  Orleans 
county  was  much  burned,  in  attempting  to  save  his 
valise,  which  contained  a large  amount  of  money.— 
The  bar-keeper  was  on  shore,  and  lo'st  a considera- 
ble sum.  In  short,  but  few  articles  of  value  W'ere 
rescued,  so  rapid  was  the  conflagration. 

Tlie  Great  Western  was  a most  splendid  specimen 
of  naval  architecture,  and  one  of  the  finest  vessels 
ever  set  afloat  on  the  Western  waters.  Her  loss 
will  be  regretted  by  the  community  generally.  She 
originally  cost  $100,000,  and  w’as  owned  in  shares 
by  the  agents  at  Buffalo,  capt.  Augustus  Walker, 
and  a few  enterprising  persons  at  Huron. 
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A letter  from  the  clerk  of  the  boat,  states  that  the 
hull  was  sound  and  the  engine  undamaged,  and  that 
she  had  been  towed  down  to  Huron  to  refit. 

Since  writing  the  above,  we  have  the  Detroit  pa- 
pers, which  state  that  the  passengers  lost  a large 
amount  of  property,  principally  in  cash.  One  gen- 
tleman from  New  Orleans  is  said  to  have  lost 
$12,000.  The  Detroit  Advertiser  states — 

The  fire  having  originated  in  the  firemen’s  room, 
under  the  boilers,  in  the  hold,  communicated  to  a 
great  portion  of  the  hold,  which  rendered  it  almost 
impossible  for  the  firemen  to  reach  it  with  their  hose, 
and  great  damage  was  accordingly  done  to  that  part 
of  the  vessel,  though  it  is  believed  that  her  hull  may 
be  repaired.  The  engine  was  but  slightly  injured. 
Competent  persons  who  have  examined  her,  believe 
that  she  can  be  repaired  for  $40,000.  The  entire 
furniture  of  the  boat  was  consumed.  There  being 
about  30  cords  of  wood  in  the  hold,  all  of  which  was 
on  fire,  the  use  of  the  engines  was  required  until 
midnight.  We  learn  that  there  was  an  insurance  of 
$5,000. 

Captain  Walker  meets  with  heavier  misfortunes, 
and  meets  them  better  than  any  man  we  know  of.— 
When  we  last  saw  him  yesterday,  he  was  busily  su- 
perintending the  clearing  of  the.  wreck,  and  we  heard 
him  express  his  purpose  to  proceed  immediately  to 
the  reconstruction  of  the  floating  wonder,  in  which 
he  had  taken  so  much  and  such  just  pride. 

MILITARY  CONVENTION. 

The  adjourned  meeting  of  the  military  state  con- 
vention, assembled  in  the  village  meeting  house,  at 
Norwich,  Vt.  on  Wednesday,  the  21st  of  August, 
1839.  The  convention  was  called  to  order  by  cap- 
tain A.  Partridge.  General  Udell,  the  president, 
being  absent,  general  T.  B.  Ransom,  on  motion, 
took  the  chair. 

The  proceedings  of  the  meeting,  held  at  Norwich 
on  the  4th  of  July  were  then  read;  after  which  cap- 
tain Partridge  made  some  remarks  in  explanation  of 
the  resolution  in  relation  to  the  ninety-eighth  article 
of  the  rules  and  articles  of  war.  On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  a committee  of  five  be  appointed 
to  prepare  and  present  resolutions  for  the  action  of 
in.*  convention,  to  wit:  col.  N.  B.  Cutting,  hon.  D. 
Cobb,  capt.  A.  Partridge,  Dr.  Plastridge,  and  colo- 
nel Wentworth. 

The  committee  then  retired,  and  having  reported 
the  following  resolutions: 

Moved,  that  the  resolutions  be  acted  upon  sepa- 
rately. 

Whereas,  an  efficient  system  of  national  defence 
is  absolutely  necessary  for  preserving  the  indepen- 
dence of  every  nation,  and  whereas,  it  is  of  the  high- 
est importance  that  the  system  of  military  defence 
adopted  by  the  United  States  should  be  in  perfect 
accordance  with  the  republican  institutions  of  the 
con  ntry — therefore, 

Resolved,  That  a committee  of  seven  members  be 
appointed  by  this  convention  lo  propose  a general 
plan  for  the  military  defence  of  the  United  Slates, 
accompanied  by  a memorial  on  the  same  subject, 
and  present  the  same  lo  congress  at  an  early  period 
of  the  next  session. 

The  coinraitlee  to  propose  a general  plan  for  the 
improvement  of  the  militia,  were  capt.  Partridge, 
general  Daniel  Bowen,  of  Wethersfield,  general  T. 
B:  Ransom,  general  Hopkins  of  Rutland,  John 
Wright,  esq.  col.N.  B.  Cutting,  of  Claremount,  and 
general  G.  L.  Newton. 

Moved,  that  two  be  added  to  the  above.  Hon.  D. 
Cobb  and  col.  S.  B.  Hazletine  were  appointed. 

Resolved,  That  in  case  any  member  of  this  com- 
mittee declines  acting,  such  vacancy  shall  be  filled 
by  a majority  of  the  remaining  members. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  militia 
of  Vermont  to  elect  delegates,  at  the  trainings  or 
musters  of  the  several  militia  corps  in  the  state,  in 
the  month  of  September  next,  to  assemble  in  military 
convention  at  Montpelier  on  the  day  preceding  the 
next  session  of  the  legislature,  (in  October),  for  the 
purpose  of  proposing  to  the  legislature  such  revi- 
sions of  the  present  military  law  of  this  state  as  their 
experience  may  dictate  to  be  necessary,  and  also  to 
transact  such  other  business  as  said  convention  may 
deem  proper. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  dele- 
gates to  the  proposed  convention  to  attend  in  the  full 
uniform  of  their  respective  corps. 

Resolevd,  That  this  convention  elect  seven  dele- 
gates to  attend  the  proposed  military  convention  at 
city  of  New  York  on  the  first  Monday  in  October 
next,  and  also  that  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to 
the  military  corps  in  Vermont  to  elect  delegates  at 
their  trainings  and  musters  in  September  to  repre- 
sent them  in  said  convention. 

The  committee  appointed  were  SilasH.  Jennison, 
capt.  A.  Partridge,  hon.  Nathan  Smilie,  gen.  F.  W. 
Hopkins,  colonel  Potter,  gen.  Daniel  Kellog,  and 
gen.  Jacob  Washburn. 


Resolved,  That  when  this  convention  adjourn,  it 
adjourn  to  meet  at  this  place  on  the  4th  day  of  July, 
1840,  at  10  o’clock,  A.  M. 

Resolved,  That  the  editors  of  the  several  newspa- 
pers at  Montpelier,  and  all  other  editors  of  news- 
papers friendly  to  a well  organized  and  well  disci- 
plined militia  be  respectfully  requested  to  publish 
the  proceedings  of  this  convention. 

Col.  Wentworth  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  inefficiency  of  the  regular 
troops,  in  supporting  the  liberties  of  our  country,  has 
recently  been  manifested  in  the  late  slaughter  of  col. 
Harney’s  command,  and  other  events  connected 
with  the  Florida  war. 

N.  Robinson,  esq.  offered  the  following  reso- 
lution: 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  this  convention 
have  reason  to  rejoice  and  renew  their  eflorts,  from 
the  evidence  furnished  us  since  the  organization  of 
this  convention,  in  members,  and  the  patriotic  feel- 
ing which  has  characterized  its  deliberations,  re- 
minding us  that  the  spirit  which  actuated  our  fore- 
fathers is  not  extinct,  and  that  we  pledge  our- 
selves to  use  every  honorable  means  to  reform  the 
present  military  law. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  convention  be 
tendered  to  the  editor  of  the  Vermont  Patriot,  for  in- 
serting in  his  paper  the  proceedings  of  the  adjourn- 
ed military  convention  held  at  this  place  on  the  4th 
of  July  last,  and  that  he  be  requested  to  insert  the 
proceeedings  of  this  convention  in  the  Patriot. 

The  convention  was  addressed  by  general  Ran- 
som, N.  Robinson,  esq.  and  major1  J.  Davis. 

When,  on  motion,  the  convention  adjourned. 

Gen.  T.  B.  RANSOM, 
president  pro.  tern. 

Wm.  E.  Lewis,  > c . . 

J.  Swett,  ’l  Secretaries. 

THE  CHEROKEES. 

NOTICE  OF  JOHN  RIDGE,  CHIEF  OF  THE  CHERO- 
KEE NATION,  LATELY  MURDERED. 

Utica,  July  17,  1839. 

To  the  editor  of  the  Utica  Observer: 

Sir:  I have  learned  from  the  public  papers  that 
John  Ridge  has  probably  fallen  by  the  hands  ol  a 
dastardly  assassin,  who  waylaid  and  shot  him  on 
his  return  home  from  the  council  of  his  nation.  I 
cannot  but  lament  his  untimely  end,  and  the  con- 
sequences which  may  result  from  it;  for  if  this  in- 
telligence is  true,  the  friends  of  Ridge  will,  no 
doubt,  hold  John  Ross  accountable  for  this  foul  and 
dark  deed;  while  their  brother’s  blood  calls  to  them 
from  the  ground  for  vengeance  upon  the  head  of 
the  murderer. 

I knew  Ridge  well.  He  was  a native,  full  blood- 
ed Cherokee,  the  son  of  major  Ridge,  one  of  the 
finest  men,  bravest  warriors,  and  most  eloquent 
orators  that  the  Cherokee  nation  ever  had.  John 
Ridge  was  a man  of  fine  talents,  of  ardent  feeling, 
of  high  minded,  honorable,  generous  and  benevo- 
lent spirit.  He  was  educated  at  the  mission  school 
in  Cornwall,  Connecticut,  where  he  married  a 
young  lady  of  very  lespectable  family,  by  whom 
he  has  a large  family  of  children.  Ridge,  upon  his 
return  to  his  nation,  after  completing  his  education, 
entered  with  all  the  zeal  and  ardor  of  youth  into 
every  measure  calculated  to  improve  the  condition 
of  his  people,  and  to  raise  them  from  their  low  and 
ignorant  state,  and  to  save  them  from  ruin  and  ex- 
tinction. For  several  years  he  supported  a school 
at  his  own  expense  in  his  neighborhood,  for  the 
education  of  his  own  children  and  the  benefit  of 
those  around  him.  He  was  ardently  attached  to 
his  native  soil,  and  the  principles  of  the  Cherokee 
government;  although  neither  he  or  his  father  were 
members  of  the  convention  which  framed  the  Che- 
rokee constitution,  in  July  1827.  He  was  one  of 
the  best  writers  and  ablest  defenders  of  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  the  Cherokees;  and  one  of  the 
most  violent  and  bitter  opponents  to  the  encroach- 
ments and  oppressions  of  Georgia,  which  he  resist- 
ed, too,  with  all  his  influence  and  power,  as  long  as 
he  saw  or  felt  there  was  any  good  ground  of  hope 
for  a successful  issue  to  their  efforts.  But  when 
he  saw  that  all  their  efforts  by  petition  or  remon- 
strance to  the  government  and  congress  of  the 
United  States,  and  their  appeals  to  the  sympathies 
of  the  American  people,  and  the  application  to  the 
judicial  tribunals  of  our  country,  brought  them  no 
relief,  hut  every  year  increased  their  miseries,  and 
especially  after  the  decision  of  the  case  of  their 
imprisioned  missionaries,  when  he  learned  itcould 
and  would  bring  no  relief  to  the  Cherokees,  through 
the  advice  and  counsel  of  such  men  as  the  hon.  T. 
Frelinghuysen,  Edward  Everett,  John  McLean  and 
others.  Ridge  Boudinot,  Coody  and  Martin,  the  de- 
legation from  the  Cherokee  nation  their  at  Wash- 
ington, returned  home  determined  to  prepare  the 
minds  of  the  people  for  a treaty  and  emigration  to 
the  country  provided  for  them  by  the  United  States, 


west  of  the  state  of  Arkansas.  To  this  single  ob- 
ject he  and  his  friends  brought  to  bear  all  the  ener- 
gies of  their  minds  and  the  acts  and  influence  of 
their  lives.  They  prepared  to  do  this  through 
the  means  of  the  Cherokee  press;  but  when  they 
made  known  their  views  and  wishes  to  Ross  and 
his  council  and  committee,  the  press  was  muzzled; 
they  could  not  get  the  privilege  of  presenting  be- 
fore the  people  their  true  state  and  condition. 
Boudinot  was  compelled,  as  an  honest  man  who 
loved  his  country  and  people,  to  resign  his  situa- 
tion as  editor  of  the  Cherokee  Phenix,  and  every 
base  means  w as  resorted  to  by  Ross  and  his  coun- 
sellors to  destroy  the  influence  of  Ridge,  Boudinot 
and  their  friends.  But  these  men,  before  they  en- 
tered upon  this  business,  knew  they  were  running 
a dreadful  risk;  for  it  was  death  by  their  laws  for 
any  person  to  enter  into  a treaty  with  the  United 
States — a law  which  Ridge  himself,  in  October, 
1829,  had  drawn  up,  and  was  enacted  while  he 
was  a member  of  the  national  committee  council. 
But  Ridge,  Boudinot,  Bell,  Rogers  and  others, 
their  associates,  who  finally  united  in  making  the 
New  Echota  treaty,  had  counted  the  cost,  and  had 
deliberately  made  up  their  minds,  if  need  be,  to 
offer  up  their  lives  as  a sacrifice,  to  save,  if  possi- 
ble, their  nation  from  inevitable  extermination  and 
ruin  if  they  continued  where  they  were;  and  pro- 
vide for  them  an  asylum — a home  among  their 
brethren  in  the  west,  where  they  would  enjoy  un- 
molested their  liberties  and  their  law — the  right  of 
self  government  in  peace, — and  where,  too,  they 
might  pursue  such  measures  as  were  necessary  for 
the  best  interests  and  prosperity  of  their  people. 

I consider  Ridge,  Boudinot  and  Bell,  and  their 
associates,  as  having  acted  on  the  purest  principles 
of  patriotism  in  negotiating  the  New  Echota  treaty; 
their  object  was  to  save  their  country  from  a war 
of  extermination  and  ruin,  and  to  provide  for  them 
a quiet  and  peaceable  home  which  they  had  no  lon- 
ger, and  could  not  obtain  in  the  land  of  their  fathers. 

Examine  the  provisions  of  the  treaty — it  pro- 
vides no  advantages  or  privileges  for  the  negotia- 
tors, but  what  are  common  to  all  the  people.  There 
is  not  an  article  or  clause  in  which  they  make  any 
pecuniary  provision  for  themselves — their  interest 
are  all  identified  with  the  common  people,  whose 
peace,  prosperity  and  happiness  alone  they  appear- 
ed to  study. 

Ridge,  on  his  removal  west,  was  determined  for 
the  present  to  withdraw  from  political  life,  and  de- 
vote himself  to  mercantile  business;  and  when  I 
saw  him  in  April,  he  had  been  to  New  York  to 
purchase  his  goods. 

When  1 took  leave  of  Ridge  at  Washington,  D. 
C.  the  last  of  April,  he  took  me  by  the  hand  and 
said:  “My  brother,  we  have  been  laboring  long 
together  in  a good  cause — the  salvation  and  happi- 
ness of  the  Cherokees.  You,  for  what  you  have 
done,  have  been  abused,  misrepresented  and  slan- 
dered by  your  countrymen;  and  I may  yet  some 
day  die  by  the  hand  of  some  poor  infatuated  Indian, 
deluded  by  the  counsels  of  Ross  and  his  minions, 
but  we  have  this  to  console  U3,  we  shall  have  suf 
fered  and  died  in  a good  cause.  My  people  a- 
now  free  and  happy  in  their  new  homes,  and  I m 
resigned  to  my  fate,  whatever  it  may  be.  ray 
God  bless  you  my  friend.”  These  were  tl>*ast 
words  of  John  Ridge  to  me.  His  memory  y1 ‘.yet 
be  cherished  and  blessed  by  the  latest  gen^tions 
of  the  Cherokee  people. 

Please  to  give  the  above,  and  the  acco/,any*ng 
letter  from  Ridge,  Bell  and  Rogers,  (vlc.k  was 
drawn  up  by  Ridge),  with  the  accom'ny*ng  re- 
marks, a place  in  your  paper,  as  the  avlour  and 
deliverer  of  his  countrymen.  I am,  P"  great  re- 
spect, your  obedient  servant,  , 

J.  F.  scherp^horn. 
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With  other  eminent  men,  you  recommended  the 
emigration  of  our  people  as  the  only  alternative 
left  to  preserve  us  from  extinction.  That  has  been 
effected,  through  many  difficulties  and  trials  too 
numerous  to  recapitulate  or  mention.  The  whole 
nation  is  now  in  the  west,  and  what  must  be  a 
source  of  great  thanksgiving  to  the  God  of  mercy, 
the  Cherokees  are  delighted  with  their  new  homes. 
They  have  set  down  upon  the  land  with  a fixed  de- 
termination to  rise  to  a high  standard  of  civiliza- 
tion. They  are  now  engaged  in  building  houses 
and  opening  farms  in  the  forest.  Those  who  mov- 
ed first  are  comfortably  settled,  and  possess  fine 
stocks  of  horses,  cattle  and  hogs;  and  the  new 
comers  are  equally  anxious  to  avail  themselves  of 
enjoying  the  same  privilege;  and  are  heartily  en- 
gaged in  the  settlement  of  the  country.  All  the 
missionaries  we  had  in  the  east  have  determined  to 
follow  us — we  mean  all  the  most  useful  portion  of 
them — and  will  soon  re-organize  their  schools 
among  us. 

When  all  the  funds  accruing  from  the  treaty  shall 
be  paid,  the  Cherokee  nation  will  no  doubt  institute 
a system  of  education  by  organizing  districtschools, 
and  one  of  a higher  order  where  Cherokee  youth  can 
finish  their  English  education  or  prepare  for  an  in- 
troduction to  the  colleges  of  the  United  States. 
The  Cherokees,  as  a people,  are  in  favor  of  educa- 
tion; and  the  leading  men,  such  as  the  distinguish- 
ed chief  Mr.  Aaron  Price,  will  exert  all  their  influ- 
ence to  effect  the  object.  We  have  no  doubt  that 
our  nation  will  soon  set  in  motion  all  the  springs 
which  promoted  our  welfare  in  the  east  before  we 
were  suppressed;  and  once  more  become  a happy 
people. 

It  has  been  asked,  by  some  of  our  citizens,  what 
security  have  you  got  that  you  will  not  be  expelled 
from  your  new  homes,  as  you  were  in  the  east? 
Yes,  this  is  a painful  question,  and  one  that  is  often 
asked.  We  answer  that  we  have  the  faith  of  the 
United  States  pledged  to  grant  the  land  to  us  in  fee 
simple;  and  where  we  are  sure  that  we  are  not  sur- 
rounded by  state  lines,  and  no  particular  state  is 
interested  to  rob  us  of  our  lands.  If  we  are  expell- 
ed again,  the  sin  will  be  committed  by  the  general 
government  without  an  excuse;  and  we  don’t  be- 
lieve that  they  will  commit  it.  “Sufficient  to  the 
day  is  the  evil  thereof.”  At  any  rate  we  are  glad 
our  nation  is  unshackled  with  the  chains  of  state 
oppressive  legislation,  and  we  believe  our  people 
are  happy.  Those  who  were  bitterly  opposed  to 
removal,  have  said,  “what  erroneous  views  we 
had  of  this  country!”  Many  of  them  say  they 
wish  they  had  emigrated  earlier,  so  that  they  had 
not  suffered  so  long  on  false  hopes  and  expectations. 

We  have  seen  with  deep  regret,  that  you  have 
been  aspersed  in  the  newspapers  of  your  country, 
as  one  who  has  inflicted  upon  our  country  and  peo- 
ple great  wrong  in  the  treaty  of  New  Echota.  And 
we  have  been  surprised  that  you  have  been  so  si- 
lent, and  not  repel  the  false  representations  of  your 
acts  as  they  deserved.  What  have  you  done,  that 
you  should"  be  selected  by  the  newspapers  as  the 
scape-goat  to  bear  the  sins  of  the  United  States  to 
the  barren  heaths  and  mountains?  The  treaty  you 
have  made — the  treaty  with  the  Cherokees— -let  the 
people  read  it.  What  is  it?  It  is  the  only  source 
of  relief  to  the  poor  Cherokees.  It  is  their  only 
ark  of  safety — it  has  saved  them  from  destruction — 
it  has  transplanted  them  to  a country  where  they 
can  breathe  in  freedom — saved  them  from  being 
cheated  out  of  their  moneys  by  designing  men, 
professing  to  be  chiefs  of  the  nation — the  Cherokees 
are  to  be  removed  to  save  them  from  destruction . 
How  is  it  to  be  done  with  comfort  to  the  Indians? 
Their  expenses  are  to  be  defrayed  by  the  treaty. 
How  are  they  to  be  paid  for  their  farms  and  orchards, 
their  horses  and  ail  their  losses?  The  treaty  pays 
them  for  it.  How  are  they  to  subsist  when  they 
reach  their  new  homes?  The  treaty  provides  them 
subsistence  for  one  year.  How  are  their  children 
to  be  educated  in  the  west?  The  treaty  provides 
for  this,  also.  How  will  the  poor  Indian  share 
privileges  in  getting  payment  for  their  right  of  soil 
which  they  have  left?  The  treaty  gives  them  an 
equal  dividend  with  the  rich  out  of  the  five  million 
ot  dollars.  How  will  the  poorer  class  be  clothed 
and  cured  when  they  are  sick  o.i  the  road?  The 
treaty  provides  blankets,  shoes,  &c.  and  physicians 
and  medicines  for  their  use.  What  will  they  do  for 
schools  and  missionaries  which  they  leave  upon  the 
land  of  their  fathers?  The  treaty  transplants  them 
to  their  new  homes.  What  will  they  do  for  a coun- 
try? The  treaty  provides  this,  also.  What  will 
the  poor  Indians  do  that  their  moneys  shall  be  se- 
cured to  them  from  the  avidity  of  their  pretended 
chiefs?  The  treaty  secures  this,  also,  that  each  In- 
dian receipt  for  his  own  money  to  the  disbursing 
agent  of  the  government. 

This  is  the  kind  of  treaty  that  you  entered  into  with 
the  Cheiokee  nation,  and  it  is  the  best  ever  made 


by  them  with  the  United  States.  It  was  the  work 
of  much  forethought  and  deliberation,  not  only  by 
the  Cherokees,  but  by  the  government  of  the  Unit- 
ed States.  The  blessings  of  the  treaty  will  be  felt 
to  remote  generations,  when  the  tongues  of  the  vile 
slanderers  of  it  shall  moulder  in  the  dust  and  be 
forgotten.  The  United  States  can  point  to  it  with 
pride  as  the  best  monument  of  their  magnanimity 
and  honor;  it  was  the  best  that  they  could  do,  under 
the  circumstances,  and  who  could  do  any  better? 

The  money  paid  to  the  Cherokees  for  the  price  of 
their  lands  has  to  be  accounted  for  to  a cent;  and 
the  receipts  will  show  how  it  has  been  paid  to  each 
Cherokee.  This  is  as  it  should  be.  Hitherto  the 
chiefs  got  all  the  money,  and  the  poor  Indians,  who 
were  equally  entitled  to  it,  had  no  means  to  get  it 
from  them. 

We  are  aware  a great  deal  has  been  said  about 
the  authority  of  John  Ross,  who,  it  was  alleged, 
ought  to  have  made  the  treaty.  We  objected  to 
that  authority;  and,  notwithstanding  the  treaty 
was  ratified,  he  yet  by  false  promises  detained  our 
people  from  emigration  until  they  were  collected 
by  the  troops  of  the  United  States.  In  this  result, 
who  is  the  gainer?  Congress  appropriated  one 
million  and  forty  thousand  dollars  for  the  use  of  the 
Cherokees.  John  Ross  gets  $65  for  each  Indian, 
big  and  little,  to  remove  them  to  the  west,  to  the 
amount  of  twelve  thousand  souls.  Multiply  this 
sum  by  sixty-five,  and  it  gives  John  Ross  the  con- 
trol of  $780,000  to  remove;  when,  with  ordinary 
skill  and  management,  the  emigration  could  have 
been  effected  for  a much  less  sum.  The  first  emi- 
gration were  allowed  only  $20  for  each  soul  to  emi- 
grate to  Arkansas,  and  did  do  it  under  that  arrange- 
ment. Thus  has  John  Ross  speculated  on  his  false 
popularity,  obtained  from  Indians  by  the  false  hopes 
he  encouraged  them  to  entertain,  that  he  would  re- 
establish them  on  the  soil  and  sovereignty  of  their 
forefathers. 

Only  consider  for  a moment  the  wrongs  the  Che- 
rokees have  suffered  from  John  Ross’  acts  in  this 
matter,  and  others  in  connexion  with  Cherokee  af- 
fairs, and  the  advantage  he  and  his  brother  Lewis 
have  derived  from  it,  being  furnished  this  amount 
of  money  in  par  funds,  which  enabled  them  also  to 
take  advantage  of  the  difference  of  exchange  in  the 
south  for  these  funds,  which  of  itself  was  a fortune 
(of  $60,000).  John  Ross  while  at  Washington, 
encouraged  the  Cherokees  to  remain,  and  promised 
them  that  he  should  succeed  in  breaking  the  treaty, 
and  get  two  years  longer  time  to  remain  in  the 
east.  This  was  a deep  laid  scheme.  If  this  pro- 
mise had  not  been  made  they  would  have  prepared 
to  emigrate  before  his  return,  and  he  would  have 
lost  the  benefit  of  their  opposition  to  emigration. 
They  remained,  were  taken  prisoners,  lost  all  their 
household  furniture,  a great  many  of  their  live 
stock,  which  they  could  not  sell  because  they  were 
prisoners;  and  thus  was  added  another  miserable 
infliction  of  misfortune  from  the  counsels  of  Ross. 
We  have  stated  how  he  made  the  speculation.  If 
Ross  had  told  them  the  truth  in  time,  they  would 
have  sold  off  their  furniture,  their  horses,  cattle, 
hogs  and  sheep,  and  their  growing  corn;  but  all 
was  lost  to  the  poor  Indians.  But  bad  as  their 
treatment  has  been,  they  have  full  resources  in  the 
treaty,  made  by  the  parties  so  often  censured.  We 
have  been  told  that  “by  their  fruits  ye  shall  know 
them.” 

We  trust  the  time  will  come  very  soon  when 
your  conduct  in  this  delicate  Cherokee  negotiation 
will  be  properly  estimated  by  your  countrymen. 
We  need  not  assure  you  that  you  have  our  respect 
and  friendship,  and  we  shall  be  happy  to  see  you 
in  our  country  if  you  will  pay  us  a visit.  We  will 
add,  in  conclusion,  that  we  have  enjoyed  excellent 
health  while  we  have  been  in  the  country,  and  that 
the  water  vvhere  we  live  is  excellent.  We  are 
your  friends,  JOHN  RIDGE. 

JOHN  A.  BELL, 

LOVELY  ROGERS. 

Rev.  John  F.  Schermerhorn. 

The  N.  Y.  Journal  of  Commerce  publishes  the 
substance  of  a letter  dated  Illinois  Camp  Ground, 
Cherokee  country,  July  22d,  giving  a more  intelli- 
gible account  of  the  troubles  among  the  Cherokees, 
which  resulted  in  the  death  of  Boudinot  and  the 
Ridges,  than  we  have  elsewhere  seen. 

It  is  well  known  to  our  readers  that  when  the 
United  States  government,  some  ten  or  twelve  years 
ago,  first  proposed  to  the  Cherokees  to  remove  from 
Georgia  to  Arkansas,  the  whole  nation  was  unani- 
mous against  the  proposal;  and  none  were  more 
zealous  in  their  opposition  to  it  than  Boudinot  and 
the  Ridges.  The  agents  of  the  government  then 
went  to  work,  by  means  of  intrigue,  bribery  and 
intimidation,  to  create  a party  among  the  Cherokees 
hostile  to  the  established  authorities,  and  in  favor  of 
the  removal  project.  They  succeeded  in  seducing 


over  to  their  designs  Boudinot  and  the  Ridges,  and 
a few  others;  but  this  new  party  was  very  small — 
the  great  mass  of  the  nation  still  adhering  to  Ross 
and  the  national  council,  and  remaining  as  hostile 
as  ever  to  the  removal  project. 

At  length,  however,  in  consequence  of  the  usur- 
pations and  oppressions  of  the  Georgians,  who  were 
suffered  to  go  on,  unopposed  and  unrestrained  by 
the  general  government,  it  came  to  be  the  general 
opinion  among  the  Cherokees,  that,  on  the  whole, 
it  would  be  best  to  remove;  and  Ross,  the  principal 
chief,  agreed  with  the  federal  government  to  nego- 
ciate  a treaty  on  that  basis.  The  terms,  however, 
upon  which  he  insisted,  were  not  satisfactory  to 
general  Jackson,  who  immediately  broke  off'his  trea- 
ty with  Ross,  and  despatched  the  rev.  Mr.  Scher- 
merhorn into  the  Cherokee  country,  to  get  up  a 
treaty  with  the  Ridge  parly.  Such  a treaty  was  ac- 
cordingly got  up,  and  though  not  two  hundred  of 
the  Cherokees  had  any  thing  to  do  with  it,  it  was 
held  to  be  binding  upon  the  whole  nation,  (of  about 
18,000).  It  was  in  vain  that  Ross  and  the  great 
bulk  of  the  Cherokees  petitioned  and  remonstrated. 
The  treaty  was  successively  approved  by  the  presi- 
dent, the  senate,  and  the  house  of  representatives.  A 
body  of  ten  thousand  troops  was  sent  into  the  Che- 
rokee country  to  enforce  the  removal,  who  busied 
themselves  in  forcibly  collecting  the  Cherokees  at 
certain  specified  points. 

The  Cherokees  seemed  inclined  to  offer  nothing 
but  a passive  resistance.  This,  however,  was  found 
so  very  embarrassing,  that  the  government  was  in- 
duced to  enter  into  negociations  with  Ross,  who, 
after  some  concessions  and  additional  grants  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States,  agreed  to  accede  to  the 
treaty,  and  himself  to  take  charge  of  the  removal, 
which  was  accomplished  under  his  superintendence, 
without  further  trouble,  but  not  without  great  suf- 
fering on  the  part  of  the  Cherokees,  w ho  lost  three 
thousand  of  their  number  in  the  operation. 

There  was  already,  in  the  tract  of  country  west 
of  Arkansas  assigned  to  the  Cherokees,  a consi- 
derable body  of  their  nation,  known  as  the  Cherokees 
west,  who  had  emigrated  some  twenty  years  before. 
As  a body,  they  were  less  civilized  than  the  eastern 
Cherokees;  they  lived  under  their  own  chiefs,  and 
they  had  adopted  a system  of  laws  different,  in  some 
respects,  from  those  in  use  among  the  new  comers. 
For  the  purpose  of  bringing  about  a union  and  con- 
solidation of  the  whole  nation,  a joint  council  of  the 
eastern  and  western  Cherokees  assembled  at  Taca- 
toca  on  the  3d  of  June  last.  It  was  composed  not 
only  of  the  chiefs  and  members  of  the  legislative 
councils,  but  of  the  whole  body  of  the  people. — 
Ridge  and  his  adherents  still  maintained  themselves 
as  a separate  party,  hostile  to  Ross’ administration. 
They  attended  this  council,  but  while  the  discus- 
sions were  still  going  on  they  suddenly  withdrew 
from  it.  This  withdrawal  was  shortly  followed  by 
the  unexpected  rejection,  by  the  western  Cherokees, 
of  the  proposed  term3  of  union,  which  rejection,  it 
was  agreed  on  all  hands,  was  brought  about  through 
the  influence  of  Ridge  and  his  friends.  The  chiefs 
of  the  western  Cherokees  even  went  so  far  as  to  re- 
fuse holding  any  further  council  with  the  eastern 
Cherokees  on  the  subject  of  a union,  and  the  joint 
council  broke  up  outlie  23d  of  June  without  having 
accomplished  the  object  for  which  it  had  assem- 
bled. ♦ 

The  result  of  the  council  having  been  proclaim- 
ed, according  to  custom,  to  the  assembled  people, 
they  were  greatly  dissatisfied  that  no  union  had  been 
effected;  and  it  was  forthwith  ordered  that  a new' 
joint  council  should  assemble  at  the  Illinois  camp 
ground,  on  the  1st  of  July,  for  the  further  conside- 
ration of  this  subject. 

In  the  mean  time,  among  the  eastern  Cherokees, 
a great  feeling  of  indignation  was  aroused  against 
Ridge  and  his  associates,  who  were  supposed  to 
have  been  actuated  by  envy,  malice,  and  a disposi- 
tion to  make  mischief.  Besides,  very  great  harred 
was  felt  against  that  party  for  the  hand  they  had  had 
in  the  removal  treaty.  There  existed  a law  ol  the 
Cherokee  nation,  passed  at  the  instance  of  Ridge 
himself,  by  which  any  person  or  persons  who  un- 
dertook to  make  treaties  in  the  name  of  the  Chero- 
kees, without  authority  conferred  upon  them  for 
that  purpose,  were  liable  to  the  penalty  of  death,  to 
be  inflicted  upon  them  “in  any  manner  most  conve- 
nient.” This  penalty  Ridge  and  his  friends  had  in  • 
curred,  by  their  conduct  in  getting  up  the  Scher- 
merhorn treaty.  John  Ross  had  for  many  years  so 
decidedly  opposed  any  attempt  to  carry  this  law 
into  execution,  that  it  was  determined  to  proceed 
without  his  knowledge.  About  three  hundred  full 
blooded  Cherokees — that  part  of  the  people  who 
had  been  most  opposed  to  the  removal  project — 
pledged  themselves  to  sustain  each  other  to  any  cx- 
! tremity,  in  the  enforcement  of  the  law  above  re- 
| ferred  to,  against  the  Ridges  and  their  principal  ad- 
I hcrents.  It  is  said  that  every  one  of  them  had  3uf- 
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fered  some  severe  loss  of  relations  and  of  property- 
in  the  forcible  gathering  of  the  people  for  removal, 
and  daring  their  compelled  journey.  Oat  of  this 
body  forty  were  selected  to  execute  the  decree  of 
death  against  the  two  Ridges  and  Boudinot.  They 
were  completely  disguised,  and  still  remain  un- 
known and  concealed.  They  acted  with  such  sud- 
den promptitude,  having  accomplished  the  whole 
within  two  days  after  the  dissolution  of  the  council, 
that  the  first  information  John  Ross  had  of  their 
proceedings  was  the  information  of  the  death  of 
Boudinot,  who  lived  in  his  immediate  neighborhood, 
only  about  a mile  and  a half  distant.  The  intelli- 
gence was  so  astonishing  to  him  that  he  could  not 
believe  it,  and  he  immediately  sent  a messenger  to 
Boudinot’s  house  to  ascertain  if  it  could  be  true. — 
Mrs.  Boudinot  sent  back  a friendly  message  in  re- 
ply, and  warned  Ross  to  take  care  of  himself,  as 
Boudinot’s  brother  was  threatening  to  take  his  life. 
Soon  after,  Ross  heard  of  divers  other  threats  against 
him,  uttered  by  members  of  the  Ridge  party,  though 
it  was  well  known  that  he  had  been  no  way  con- 
cerned in  the  death  of  their  leaders. 

Under  these  circumstances,  Ross  judged  it  proper 
to  inform  general  Arbuckle,  at  Fort  Gibson,  of  the 
state  of  affairs,  and  that  what  had  taken  place  was 
likely  to  be  made  a pretext  for  further  disturbances. 
In  the  mean  time  the  threats  against  Ross  had  rous- 
ed the  feelings  of  the  nation  to  a high  pitch.  The 
young  men  rushed,  armed,  from  all  quarters,  to  dis- 
cover the  danger,  and  toguard  the  lifeof  their  chief. 
Ross  enjoined  upon  them,  if  they  had  corneas  friends, 
carefully  to  abstain  from  any  aggression,  and,  as  they 
valued  his  favor,  not  to  be  guilty  of  any  acts  of  vi- 
olence. Pretty  soon  a troop  of  horse  arrived  from 
Fort  Gibson,  in  answer  to  Ross’s  message;  but  the 
Cberokees  requested  Ross  to  dismiss  this  troop,  and 
to  rely  for  defence  entirely  upon  them.  To  this  re- 
quest he  acceded. 

Things  continued  in  this  state  till  the  meeting  of 
the  second  joint  council  on  the  1st  of  July.  What 
has  occurred  since  that  time  we  are  not  informed. 

[ Boston  Allas. 


FROM  FLORIDA. 

We  find  in  the  Savannah  Georgian,  the  following 
It- Her  and  extracts  from  Florida  papers,  shewing 
the  state  of  things  in  that  territory. 

Garey’s  Ferry,  E.  F.  August  26,  1839. 

Much  doubt  was  expressed  as  to  the  light  in 
which  gen.  Taylor  would  view  the  recent  capture 
of  the  Indians  at  Fort  Mellon,  but  I take  pleasure 
in  stating  that  it  has  his  unqualified  sanction.  He 
never  put  any  confidence  in  gen.  Macomb’s  treaty, 
nor  took  any  part  or  lot  in  it.  Like  the  whole  army 
in  Florida,  he  knew  too  well  the  treachery  of  the 
foe  he  had  to  conquer.  The  Seminoles  have  all  left 
Fort  King,  and  it  is  said  that  a bundle  of  four 
hundred  and  fourteen  red  sticks,  indicating  a de- 
termination to  go  to  war  on  their  part,  was  found 
between  the  former  place  and  Tampa  Bay,  a few 
days  since.  Indians  have  again  made  their  ap- 
pearance in  the  neighborhood  of  the  settlements 
about  Micanopy,  and  have  destroyed  considerable 
of  the  crop,  that  was  made  at  so  much  risk  on  the 
part  of  our  citizens.  Dr.  Sloan,  of  the  army,  and 
another  gentleman,  returning  from  a professional 
visit  from  Fort  Wacahota  to  Micanopy,  were  fired 
unon  by  a party  of  hostiles  from  a dense  hammock 
on  the  edge  of  the  road;  it  was  raining  heavily  at  the 
time,  and  they  luckly  escaped  to  the  garrison  with- 
out injury.  It  is  supposed  the  attacking  party  was 
one  of  the  detachments  of  Tallahassees  recently  or- 
dered by  Tiger  Tail,  to  scatter  themselves  in  bodies 
of  five  over  the  whole  country,  massacre  all  they 
met  whose  combined  strength  was  less  than  four.  On 
this  the  savage  chief  evinced  great  generalship  and 
wise  policy.  What  will  government  do  is  a ques- 
tion asked  repeatedly.  Will  they  give  us  protec- 
tion, exterminate  the  enemy,  or  yield  the  country? 
Will  the  “powers  that  be”  send  a sufficicient  force 
to  drive  the  foe  to  terms  of  submission,  or  will 
they  suffer  the  gallant  little  band  that  still  remains 
to  guard  our  frontiers  and  our  posts,  to  remain  su- 
pine and  idle,  unable  to  repel  continued  aggressions 
or  strike  a decisive  blow?  Nous  Verrons! 

It  is  reported  at  Black  Creek,  but  not  officially, 
that  Fort  McClure,  a post  gar  risoned  by  militia, 
about  halfway  between  Fort  King  and  Tampa  was 
attacked  by  the  Indians,  who  killed  one  man  and 
eight  horses. 

It  is  only  an  accident,  when  a few  families  are 
murdered — those  discreet  and  Quaker-like  gentle- 
men, the  senior  Indians — the  fathers  of  the  nation — 
are  “sorry;”  but  their  “young  men,”  they  say  are 
“still  foolish.”  Is  the  attack  on  the  post  mere  folly 
or  is  it  war.  [SI.  Augustine  Herald. 

We  are  happy  to  learn  by  advices  from  Tampa, 
that  the  party  sent  by  gen.  Taylor,  to  bury  the  dead 


at  Carloosohatchie,  found  corporal  Haywood  and 
one  dragoon  still  living,  though  severely  wounded. 
They  had  run  in  opposite  directions,  and  remained 
hid  for  several  days,  neither  knowing  of  the  proxi- 
mity of  the  other.  Their  sufferings  must  have  been 
extreme  and  indescribable.  The  bodies  of  Mr. 
Dallam,  and  his  clerk,  Morgan,  were  brought  to 
Tampa  for  interment.  Sandy  Perryman,  the  in- 
terpreter of  whom  we  have  before  spoken,  has  at- 
toned  for  his  offences — he  was  found  dead  on  the 
ground.  The  other  interpreter,  Sampson,  and  one 
dragoon,  were  not  found.  [Ibid. 

Miraculous  escape.  On  of  the  laborers  in  Mr. 
Dallam’s  employ  has  arrived  at  Tampa,  with  the 
following  story,  which,  in  addition  to  his  being 
a man  of  credibility,  is  corroborated  by  the  marks 
of  ligatures  on  his  arms,  and  of  burns  on  his  legs. 
When  the  Indians  made  the  attack  on  col.  Harney, 
this  man  was  taken  alive  and  tied  to  a tree  with 
leather  thongs.  The  Indians  having  completed 
their  horrid  work,  retired  to  carouse  and  dance,  and 
an  old  squaw  brought  a quantity  of  wood,  placed  it 
round  the  prisoner,  set  fire  to  it,  and  went  away.  A 
shower  providentially  coming  up  deadened  the  fire, 
and  at  the  same  time  softened  the  leather,  which 
enabled  the  man  with  tremendous  exertion,  to 
loosen  one  arm  so  as  to  untie  himself — then  watch- 
ing his  opportunity,  he  dropped  on  his  hands  and 
knees,  and  creeped  to  the  beach,  where  finding  a 
canoe,  he  put  off.  After  reaching  what  he  con- 
sidered a safe  distance,  he  landed  on  a point,  where 
he  subsisted  on  raw  clams,  until  he  got  on  board  of 
a small  vessel  that  was  passing.  [Ibid. 

We  are  happy  to  learn  by  the  following,  that  the 
post  at  Picolata  is  reinforced. 

Picolata,  August  23,  1839. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  report  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  lieutenant  colonel  commanding  the  dis- 
trict, that  B.  company,  7th  infantry,  21  strong, 
commanded  by  2d  lieut.  R.  F.  Baker,  7th  infantry, 
arrived  here  to-day  in  the  steamer  Essayons,  from 
Garey’s  Ferry.  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant,  B.  POOLE. 

1st  lieut.  3d  artillery  commanding. 
Lieut.  Randolph  Ridgely,  adjl.  3d  art.  St.  Augustine. 


The  steamer  Satee,  captain  Miller,  arrived  this 
morning,  says  the  Savannah  Georgian  of  Saturday 
last,  bunging  the  following  from  our  attentive  cor- 
respondent. 

Garey's  Ferry,  Sept.  3,  1839. 

My  dear  sir:  I have  been  silent  since  the  notice 
of  col.  Harney’s  unfortunate  affair  at  the  Trading 
House,  as  there  has  been  little  or  nothing  new  since 
then.  The  Indians  in  the  western  part  of  East 
Florida  and  Middle  Florida,  manifest  decided  symp- 
toms of  hostility,  such  as  killing  and  mutilating 
persons  falling  in  their  way,  firing  into  government 
steamboats,  &c.  From  Deadman’s  Bay  we  have 
accounts  of  the  suicide,  by  cutting  his  throat,  of 
lieut.  Charles  J.  Hughes,  of  the  6th  infantry.  Lieut. 
H.  was  a son  of  our  charge  d’affairs  to  Sweden, 
Christopher  Hughes,  esq.  No  one  knows  what 
policy  the  government  will  adopt  in  relation  to  the 
war.  Conjecture  is  at  an  end. 


MILITARY  INTELLIGENCE. 

Recruiting  Stations,  September,  1839. 

GENERAL  SERVICE. 

Lieut.  J.  L.  Donaldson,  1st  art’y.  Boston. 

Lieut.  R.  D.  A.  Wade,  3d  do. 

Capt.  H.  Bainbridge,  3d  infantry, 

Lieut.  R.  H.  Ross,  7th  do. 

Lieut.  A.  C.  Myers  4th  do. 

Lieut.  R.  Allen,  2d  artillery, 

Lieut.  W.  G.  Freeman,  4th  do. 

Major  W.  M.  Graham,  4th  infantry,  Philadelphia. 
Capt.  F.  Lee,  7th  do.  Pittsburgh. 

Lieut.  W.  Chapman,  5th  do.  Baltimore. 

Capt.  G.  Andrews,  6th  do.  Newport,  Ky. 

Lieut.  J.  M.  Scott,  1st  do.  Louisville. 


Hartford,  Conn. 
New  York. 

Albany. 

Utica,  N.  Y. 
Syracuse,  N.  Y. 


Lieut 

Capt. 

Capt. 

Lieut 

Capt. 

Lieut 

Lieut 

Lieut 

Capt. 

Lieut 

Lieut 

Capt 

Lieut 

Lieut 


REGIMENTAL  SERVICE. 
Second  dragoons. 


. R.  B.  Lawton, 
L.  J.  Beall, 

E.  D.  Bullock, 

. G.  A.  H.  Blake, 
E.  S.  Winder, 

. R.  C.  Asheton, 

. C.  Ker, 


Boston. 

New  York. 
Albany. 
Philadelphia. 
Baltimore. 

Fort  McHenry. 
New  Orleans. 


First  artillery. 

. B.  H.  Hill.  Bangor,  Me. 

J.  Dimick,  Portsmouth,  N.  H. 

. W.  E.  Aisquith,  Jamaica,  L.  I. 
E.A.  Capron,  Plattsburg. 

Second  artillery. 

A.  Lowd,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

. E.  D.  Townsend,  Buffalo. 

. F.  Woodbridge,  Detroit. 


Fourth  artillery. 

Capt.  W.  W.  Morris,  Newark,  N.  J. 

Fifth  infantry. 

Lieut.  D.  Ruggles,  St.  Louis. 

Lieut.  J.  H.  Whipple,  Jefferson  Barracks. 

Eighth  infantry. 

Capt.  E.  B.  Birdsall,  Avon,  N.  Y. 

Lieut.  G.  Lincoln,  Ithaca,  N.  Y. 

Lieut.  I.  V.  D.  Reeve,  Cleveland,  O. 

Lieut.  D.  Ruggles,  5th  infantry,  arrived  at  Fort 
Craw'ford  on  the  14th  August,  with  25  recruits. 

[Army  by  Navy  Chronicle. 


MUSEUMS. 

In  the  notices  of  British  naturalists,  in  the  last 
number  of  Silliman’s  Journal,  it  is  stated  that  Lin- 
naeus, who  died  in  1778,  did  more  than  any  other 
man  for  the  general  establishment  of  museums. 
Even  in  England  little  had  been  done  before  his  time. 
The  first  on  record  was  formed  about  1650,  by  Tra- 
descant,  Dutch  gardener  to  Charles  I,  who  sent  him 
travelling  all  over  Europe  and  Asia  for  curious  col- 
lections and  precious  knowledge.  Tradescant  was 
the  first  also  to  import  exotic  plants.  His  son  inhe- 
rited his  treasures  and  sold  them  to  Mr.  Ashmole, 
“the  greatest  virtuoso  ever  known  in  England,”  who 
gave  them  all  to  Oxford,  where  much  enlarged,  they 
still  remain. 

The  next  collection  was  Dr.  Woodward’s.  This 
became  famous  as  sir  Hans  Sloane’s,  “growing  as  it 
rolled,”  and  the  whole  was  bought  by  parliament  in 
1753,  and  is  now  known  as  the  British  museum. 
The  French  were  beginning  about  the  same  time. 
Reamaur,  who  died  in  1757,  had  a great  collection 
of  animals,  which  afterwards  formed  the  basis  of  the 
royal  museum,  at  Paris;  rather  a coincidence  by  the 
way,  and  an  illustration  of  the  old  mystery  how  one 
thing  leads  to  another. 

One  of  the  most  curious  of  the  collections  after 
Sloane’s,  was  sir  Ashton  Lever’s,  which  was  sold  in 
lots,  at  auction,  and  dispersed,  in  1806.  The  only 
account  we  know  of  it  is  given  by  Mr.  Sdliman,  (in 
his  travels),  who  saw  it  just  before  it  was  broken 
up.  He  says  it  cost  near  £50,000.  In  fact  the  ex- 
pense embarrassed  the  owner,  and  induced  him  to 
dispose  of  it  by  a lottery  of  36,000  tickets,  a guinea 
each.  A Mr.  Parkinson  drew  the  prize,  while 
28,000  still  remained  unsold,  and  that  gentleman, 
who  bought  but  two  tickets,  thus  became,  for  two 
guineas,  the  proprietor  of  the  collection. 

One  room  was  devoted  wholly  to  capt.  Cook’s  cu- 
riosities, collected  on  his  third  voyage.  Then  there 
was  a grand  hall  of  rare  birds.  Another  was  appro- 
priated to  monkeys,  in  all  forms,  and  tricked  up  with 
various  occupations,  to  make  them  more  disgustingly 
human.  The  tailor-monkey  sat,  cross-legged  thread- 
ing his  needle,  with  his  work  in  his  lap,  and  his 
goose,  scissors  and  bodkin  by  his  side.  The  watch- 
man stood  at  a corner,  with  his  cane  and  lanthorn  in 
his  hands.  The  house  carpenter  monkey  was  driv- 
ing the  plane  over  the  bench.  The  ballad  singer, 
with  his  ballad  in  his  hand,  was  very  gravely  com- 
posing his  muscles  to  sing.  The  clerk  of  the  mon- 
key room  sat  writing  at  a desk.  The  shaver  had 
one  of  his  own  species  seated  in  a chair;  his  beard 
lathered  and  the  razor  just  beginning  to  slide  over 
his  face.  The  dentist  held  his  patient  by  the  chops, 
while  he  strained  the  turnkey,  and  produced  all  the 
grimace  and  contortion  of  features,  which  tooth- 
drawing can  extort.  The  mineral  stores  too  were 
extensive. 

The  professor  speaks  of  immense  chrystals  from 
the  Alps,  but  adds  that  he  afterwards  saw  vastly 
larger  ones  at  New  York,  which  came  from  Brazil. 
He  thinks  the  largest  known  is  that  given  to  the  na- 
tional convention  by  the  states  of  the  Valais,  during 
the  French  revolution.  This  weighed  800  lbs.  and 
was  over  three  feet  in  diameter. 

Of  the  British  museum,  the  professor  thought  lit- 
tle thirty-five  years  ago,  but  it  has  since  been  im- 
mensely improved.  He  says  it  was  then^  inferior 
(meaning  in  natural  history)  to  col.  Gibb’s,  which 
has  been  since  transferred  to  Yale  college. 

The  elder  Peale  was,  however,  the  father  of  the 
system  in  this  country,  and  his  collection,  as  it  was 
the  earliest,  is  still  the  best.  It  may  not  be  generally 
known  that  Say,  the  distinguished  naturalist,  left 
most  of  his  collection  to  the  academy  of  natural 
sciences,  at  Philadelphia,  and  the  best  we  have. 
Both,  indeed,  are  quite  unique.  There  is  believed 
to  be  no  Chinese  cabinet  in  any  country  at  all  com- 
parable to  Mr.  Dunn’s.  The  next  best  are  said  to 
be  in  Holland. 


THE  AMERICAN  SYSTEM. 

Suppose  one  whose  memory  gets  back  to  the  time 
when  not  a cotton  or  a wollen  mill  existed  in  Mas- 
sachusetts. At  that  period,  the  boy,  now  a man, 
used  to  sit  and  pick  the  seeds  from  a pound  or  two 
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of  cotton  wool,  by  tiis  mother’s  fireside,  that  she  or 
“the  help”  might  card  it  into  rolls  upon  their  knees, 
by  the  slow,  tedious  process  of  hand  carding;  then 
to  travel  back  and  forth  by  the  side  of  the  large 
humming  wheel,  to  spin  at  best  a few  skeins  of 
coarse,  uneven  thread,  or  rather  yarn,  which  would 
answer  to  knit,  into  summer  stockings,  or  perhaps 
to  form  the  warp  of  a coarse  domestic  cloth. 

The  same  process  having  been  completed  with 
the  wool,  and  the  yarn  having  been  sufficiently  im- 
mersed in  the  old  stinking  blue  pot,  which  graced 
the  chimney  corner,  where  all  the  work  was  accom- 
plished by  hand,  even  to  the  throwing  of  the  shut- 
tle; and  a web  at  last  came  out  as  the  result  of 
months  of  hard  toil,  uncomely  to  look  upon,  but  yet 
durable,  warm  and  economical,  for  these  days  of 
high  price  and  hard  work. 

Such  being  the  case,  with  all  the  surrounding 
country,  and  lo!  a wollen  .mill  is  erected  on  the 
banks  of  the  Concord  river,  where  Lowell  now  is. 
It  was  a little,  low,  wooden  building,  now  insignifi- 
cant, but  then  a sightly  and  important  structure. 
The  boy  is  placed  upon  a horse  when  he  is  hardly 
old  enough  to  hold  upon  a saddle,  with  a huge  bag 
of  wool  tied  on  behind  him,  to  get  it  carded  at  this 
mill,  and  thus  to  save  the  family  that  part  of  the  la- 
bor.— Having  been  knocked  twice  from  his  horse, 
by  the  blowing  about  of  the  bag  behind  him,  in  a 
high  wind,  he  arrives  safe  at  last;  and  for  the  first 
time,  when  impressions  are  indelible,  he  beholds 
the  machinery  of  a factory.  He  beholds  his  wool 
taken  in  little  by  little  at  one  end  of  a carding  ma- 
chine, and  come  out,  even  before  he  can  think  of 
tracing  its  progress,  in  beautiful  rolls  at  the  other — 
and  the  neatness,  as  well  as  the  rapidity  of  the 
movement,  are  equally  astonishing,  as  its  intricacy  is 
incomprehensible. 

What,  think  you,  will  be  that  boy’s  incipient  no- 
tions of  an  Amercan  System?  With  what  interest 
and  delight  will  he  not  hear,  as  year  after  year  adds 
to  his  knowledge  and  judgment,  of  the  vast  addi- 
tions to  manufacturing  capital — of  the  erection  of 
gigantic  structures — of  wonderful  improvements  in 
machinery — of  the  employment  of  thousands  of 
persons — and  of  the  gradual  perfecting  of  various 
necessary  fabrics? — Turning  his  thoughts  constant- 
ly from  what  he  sees  now  around  him,  to  the  state 
of  manufacturing,  when  he  sat,  an  urchin,  at  his 
slow  toil  upon  the  paternal  hearth,  how  can  he  feel 
otherwise  than  proud  of  his  country  and  her  insti- 
tutions? How  can  he  be  otherwise  than  proud  of 
national  success  and  happy  in  national  prosperity? 
Such  must  be  his  feelings  and  sentiment,  if  he  has 
any  claim  to  the  heart  or  the  mind  of  a man. 

[Boston  Times. 


THE  SLAVE  TRADE. 

Among  the  bills  which  have  recently  passed  the 
British  parliament  is  one  entitled  “the  slave  trade 
suppression  bill.”  It  authorises  the  government, 
whenever  it  thinks  proper,  to  give  instructions  to 
British  cruizers  to  detain  and  search  neutral  vessels 
at  sea.  It  is  true,  the  presumption  is,  such  in- 
structions will  only  be  given  in  reference  to  ves- 
sels suspected  of  being  engaged  in  the  slave  trade, 
but  it  is  equally  true  that  this  country,  during  the 
administration  of  Mr.  Monroe,  positively  refused 
to  recognise  such  right  of  search  in  British  cruizers, 
applied  to  the  American  flag,  although  the  English 
government  offered  to  give  a reciprocal  right  to  our 
flag.  The  enforcement  of  this  right  of  search  by 
England,  was  one  of  the  causes  which  led  to  the 
last  war  with  that  country;  but  so  was  also,  the  ex- 
tension which  England  gave  to  the  right  of  block- 
ade. We  have  seen  Mr.  Van  Buren’s  administra- 
tion, tacitly  submit  to  the  assertion  of  this  latter 
right  by  France,  in  afar  greater  extent,  and  we 
suppose  we  shall  see  it  equally  quiescent  under  the 
new  right  of  search  now  assumed  by  England. 
During  the  debate  in  the  house  of  lords  on  the  bill 
in  question,  the  duke  of  Wellington,  with  his  usual 
strong  sense  observed,  “We  were  taking  a very 
dangerous  course  in  insisting  upon  this  right  of 
search;  and  we  do  this  when  one  of  the  greatest 
judges,  that  ever  presided  in  a court  of  admiralty, 
declared  his  opinions  against  the  exercise  of  the 
right  of  search  in  time  of  peace;  and  I do  think, 
then,  that  we  ought  to  be  most  cautious  upon  this 
subject.  There  can,  my  lords,  be  no  doubt  that, 
however  the  public  feeling  or  the  public  mind  may 
in  the  United  States  be  divided  on  the  subject  of 
slavery  and  the  slave  trade,  there  is  no  individual 
in  the  United  States  who  has  not  the  strongest  feel- 
ing upon  the  subject — the  right  of  search  of  their 
merchant  vessels  by  the  vessels  of  this  country — 
and,  also,  that  the  exercise  of  this  power  must  be 
resisted.  It  is  under  these  circumstances,  my 
lords,  that  I conclude  by  recommending  to  the 
noble  lords  opposite  to  consider  well  this  subject 
before  they  proceed  finally  to  carry  this  bill  into 
execution.” 


The  following  is  the  protest  made  against  the 
passage  of  the  bill  in  the  house  of  lords: 

Monday,  August  19. — Against  the  third  reading  of 
the  slave  trade  suppression  bill. 

Dissentient — 

1.  Because  no  communication  has  been  made  to 
this  house  by  message  from  the  queen  which  can 
render  necessary,  or  which  can  alone  justify,  this 
house  in  agreeing  to  the  proposed  enactments  on 
this  bill. 

2.  Because  those  enactments  authorised  mea- 
sures and  operations  of  war  against  the  subject  of 
a foreign  power,  Portugal,  and  their  property,  for 
breaches  of  treaty  concluded  between  her  majesty’s 
royal  predecessors  and  Portugal;  and  for  offences 
committed  against  the  laws  of  Portugal  on  the 
high  seas  and  on  the  coast  of  Africa;  and  provides 
that  subjects  of  Portugal  and  their  property,  are  to 
be  brought  to  England  or  elsewhere  in  her  majes- 
ty’s dominions,  to  be  adjudicated  by  her  majesty’s 
high  court  of  admiralty,  or  a couit  of  vice  admi- 
ralty. 

3.  Because  the  enactments  proposed  in  this  bill 
deprives  those  foreigners  thus  to  be  adjudicated  of 
all  national  protection. 

4.  Because  they  authorise  the  detention  at  sea, 
the  boarding,  the  demand,  search  for,  and  examina- 
tion of,  the  papers  of  all  vessels  met  at  sea  by  her 
majesty’s  cruisers,  or  any  person  in  her  majesty’s 
service,  in  direct  violation  of  all  the  treaties  made 
with  each  or  nearly  all  the  powers  of  Europe,  of 
regulating  a mutual  right  of  search  by  ships-of- 
war  of  merchant  vessels,  for  the  suppression  of 
the  traffic  called  the  slave  trade. 

5.  Because  the  amendments  in  the  first  clause 
of  the  bill  leave  the  objection  to  the  exercise  of  the 
right  of  search  exactly  where  it  stood  in  the  bill 
before  it  was  discussed  and  altered  in  committee. 

6.  Because  vessels  sailing  under  the  flag  of  any 
nation  may  be  detained,  boarded,  searched,  the  de- 
mand for  papers  made  (which  must  be  inspected), 
before  the  illegal  or  predatory  character  of  the  ves- 
sel detained  can  be  established:  each  of  which  acts 
of  detention,  boarding,  demand,  search  for  and  ex- 
amination of  papers,  is  a violation  of  treaty  as  be- 
tween her  majesty  and  each  or  nearly  all  the  pow- 
ers of  Europe,  as  applied  to  vessels  sailing  under 
their  flags  respectively. 

7.  Because  the  exercise  of  such  right  of  deten- 
tion, boarding,  search  for  and  examination  of  pa- 
pers of  vessels  on  the  high  seas,  in  time  of  peace, 
has  been  declared  illegal  by  the  highest  judicial 
authority  that  ever  presided  over  the  English  court 
of  admiralty. 

8.  Because  the  exercise  of  such  right  is  liable  to 
be  resented  and  retaliated  by  all  the  powers  of  the 
world,  including  those  with  which  her  majesty  is 
bound  by  treaties;  each  authorising  restricted  and 
regulated  mutual  search  of  merchant  vessels  in 
certian  localities,  in  order  to  suppress  the  traffic 
called  the  slave  trade. 
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THE  SECRETARYSHIP  OF  THE  FRENCH 
LEGATION. 

To  the  editors  of  the  National  Intelligencer. 

Washington,  September  4,  1839. 

Gentlemen:  I perceive  from  your  paper  of  this 
morning  that  the  editor  of  the  New  York  Ameri- 
can and  his  fair  correspondent  “Myra”  have  deem- 
ed the  recent  appointment  of  a secretary  to  the 
French  legation  a fit  subject  for  ridicule;  and,  with 
much  surprise,  1 observe  that  the  articles  of  both 
the  editor  and  his  correspondent  are  couched  in  a 
somewhat  unhandsome  spirit  towards  Mr.  O’Sulli- 
van, which,  in  the  latter,  (who  is,  I take  it,  a near 
relative  of  Mr.  Ledyard),  i3  not  very  becoming, 
and  which,  had  Mr.  O’Sullivan’s  character  or  his 
agency  in  the  matter  been  known  to  her,  would 
never  have  been  shown.  “Myra”  says:  “I  read 
a communication  in  yesterday’s  Evening  Post, 
signed  ‘Democracy,’  complaining  that  a New  York- 
er, descended  from  the  Livingstons  of  this  state, 
had  been  chosen  by  ambassador  Cass  as  his  secre- 
tary of  legation,  to  the  exclusion  of  a young  gentle- 
man with  an  Irish  name,  who,  of  course,  must  have 
rendered  important  services  to  our  country,  as  ‘De- 
mocracy’ visits  his  being  superseded  for  one  of  a 
family  so  well  known  in  American  history  with 
such  bitter  censures.  So  let  that  go.” 

Now,  suppose,  Messrs.  Editors,  that  the  case 
was  exactly  reversed,  viz:  That  “ ambassador 
Cass”  had  requested  a gentleman  to  be  appointed, 
and  that  the  friends  ol  the  same  gentleman  had 
used  every  possible  kind  of  urgent  solicitation, 
both  personal  and  recommendatory,  for  months, 
without  the  slightest  effect;  that  they  never  would 


have  succeeded,  for  the  precise  reason  that  their 
preference  had  not,  in  the  opinion  of  those  on  whom 
rested  the  responsibility  of  selection,  the  qualifica- 
tions, either  personal  or  political,  to  justily  his  ap- 
pointment. That  a gentleman  was  selected,  pos- 
sessing, apart  from  political  considerations,  person- 
al qualifications  of  such  rare  excellence  for  the 
office  that  even  the  whig  press  warmly  united  in 
their  approval  of  it — ana,  since  Myra  places  such 
stress  on  these  considerations,  also  a New  Yorker, 
and  whose  family  name  makes  quite  as  distin- 
guished a figure  in  American  history  as  “the  de- 
scendant of  the  Livingstons;”  that  the  president, 
with  whom  and  the  senate,  not  the  “ambassador,” 
rested  the  appointment,  selected  a gentleman,  his 
personal  friend,  and,  with  the  delicacy  which  cha- 
racterizes him  so  eminently,  directed  the  minister 
to  be  made  acquainted  with  his  preference,  and  the 
reasons  for  declining  to  make  the  other  appoint- 
ment— an  intimation  never  known  to  be  met  ex- 
cept with  deference  and  respect.  That  Mr.  O’Sul- 
livan, on  learning  that  governor  Cass,  while  ex- 
pressing the  utmost  cordiality  for  himself,  desired 
the  appointment  of  Mr.  Ledyard  from  strong  per- 
sonal and  family  considerations,  procured,  on  the 
instant,  what  all  his  friends  had  failed  to  accom- 
plish, the  appointment  of  that  gentleman  by  with- 
drawing his  own  name,  and  urging  the  substitution 
which  has  taken  place,  though  in  acting  thus  he 
made  sacrifices  of  personal  considerations  not  infe- 
rior to  any  that  could  possibly  have  existed  with 
respect  to  Mr.  L.  And  yet,  I believe,  all  of  this 
will  be  found  the  exact  truth  of  the  circumstances. 

If  these  facts  had  been  known  to  Myra,  I think 
you  will  agree  with  me  that  her  pleasant  little  case 
of  difficulty  with  her  “loco  toco”  lover  would  hardly 
have  been  thus  exposed;  or,  at  all  events,  that  her 
papa  could  have  found  nothing  to  w ish  for  in  an  al- 
liance, beyond  the  generous  magnanimity  of  a “lo- 
co foco’s”  conduct  or  the  delicacy  of  his  personal 
feelings. 

But  again,  Messrs.  Editors:  Suppose  that  Mr. 
O’Sullivan’s  political  friends  in  New  York  felt  dis- 
posed to  demur  utterly  and  totally  to  this  result, 
and  to  object  that  his  self-denial  should  have  been 
permitted  to  occasion  them  a disappointment  so 
heavy  as  putting  another  inlo  a position  w hich  he 
was  peculiarly  qualified  to  adorn — if  they  did,  with- 
out knowing  the  circumstances,  accuse  governor 
Cass  of  selfishness— and  if  they  did  deem  it  a pro- 
per case  for  the  interposition  of  the  senatorial  veto, 
and  call  for  its  exercise, — all  this,  surely,  they  had 
a perfect  right  to  do;  nor  can  it  affect  Mr.  O’Sulli- 
van’s motives  or  conduct  in  the  matter  in  the  least. 

I have  said  nothing  of  the  good  taste  of  Miss 
Myra’s  and  the  editor’s  sneer  at  “the  young  gen- 
tleman with  an  Irish  name,”  which  is  surely  quite 
as  American  as  the  one  she  admires,  if  we  may 
judge  from  some  half  dozen  counties  and  towns 
which  bear  it — to  say  nothing  of  an  objection 
like  this  to  a diplomatic  appointment,  when  our 
list  of  foreign  ministers  shows  such  names  as  Huyler, 
Maxcy,  Davezac,  Labranche,  Kavenagh,  De  Witt, 
King,  Cass  and  Ledyard.  I am  not  aware  of  any 
objections  having  been  made  before  to  any  of  these 
gentlemen,  and  fifty  others,  who,  like  them,  have 
names  of  every  national  complexion,  that  they  were 
on  that  account  unfit  to  discharge  the  duties  of  then- 
situations,  or  that  they  were  therefore  any  less 
American  in  their  feelings  or  duties. 

Your3,  respectfully,  F. 

Since  receiving  the  above  communications,  we 
have  met  with  the  subjoined  letter  from  Mr.  O’Sul- 
livan: 

To  the  editor  of  the  Evening  Post. 

Slockbridge,  (Mass.)  Avgust  30,  1839. 

Dear  sir:  A friend  having  just  placed  in  my 
hands  your  paper  of  the  28th  instant,  containing  a 
communication  over  the  signature  ot  “Democracy” 
in  relation  to  myself,  I hasten  to  discharge  the  du- 
ty, which  it  renders  imperative,  of  contradicting 
some  material  mistakes  of  fact,  affecting  other  per- 
sons, which  it  contains. 

In  the  first  place,  the  writer  (of  whose  friendly 
spirit  I am  duly  sensible  at  the  same  time  that  I 
feel  bound  to  correct  his  unintentional  errors)  states 
that  “sometime  since  it  was  announced  in  the  pa- 
pers that  Mr.  O’Sullivan  was  appointed  secretary 
of  legation  at  Paris,”  &c.  No  such  actual  appoint- 
ment, in  the  strict  sense  of  the  word,  was  ever  made, 
though,  on  my  withdrawal  Irorn  the  editorship  of 
the  Democratic  Review-,  my  name  was  selected  for 
the  purpose,  subject  of  course  to  the  proper  and 
necessary  condition  ol  the  approval  of  the  minister 
at  Paris,  governor  Cass. 

In  the  second  place,  in  answer  to  the  question 
why  a different  appointment  has  been  subsequently 
announced,  it  is  stated  that  “upon  inquiry  it  is  un- 
derstood Mr.  O’Sullivan  having  written  to  the 
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minister,  Mr.  Cass,  in  relation  to  the  appointment, 
received  from  that  gentleman  such  an  answer  that 
he  could  not  afterwards  consent  to  hold  the  office 
of  secretary  of  legation  under  him;”  and  again,  that 
“the  uncourleousness  of  Mr.  Cass  towards  Mr. 
O’Sullivan  rendered  it  impossible  for  that  gentle- 
man to  receive  the  appointment.”  This  entirely 
unfounded  statement  renders  it  necessary  for  me  to 
explain,  that,  in  consequence  of  the  minister  hav- 
ing before  requested  the  appointment  of  another 
gentleman,  I addressed  him  a letter  simply  to  in- 
form him  that  I had  never  known  of  any  such  ap- 
plication on  his  part  until  I also  learned  that  such 
objections  were  entertained  by  the  government  to 
that  appointment  that  it  would  not  at  any  rate,  as  I 
understood,  be  made.  His  reply  was  so  far  removed 
from  “uncourteousness”  as  to  be  replete  with  kind- 
ness and  cordiality,  and  proffered  the  most  friendly 
welcome  in  case  he  could  not  be  gratified  in  the 
request  w'hich  had  been  prompted  by  personal  mo- 
tives of  peculiar  urgency — motives  which  would, 
of  course,  still  induce  him  to  press  the  request,  if 
any  chance  of  success  should  still  remain  open  to 
it.  Immediately  on  the  receipt  of  this  reply,  I ad- 
dressed a note  to  the  secretary  of  state  to  withdraw 
from  a position  involving  a competition  with  per- 
sonal motives,  on  the  part  of  governor  Cass,  of  the 
nature  alluded  to;  and  to  decline  the  appointment, 
if,  on  such  withdrawal,  governor  Cass’s  renewed 
solicitations  might  have  a “chance  of  success.” — 
Accordingly,  sustained  by  the  strongest  assurance 
of  the  personal  qualifications  of  the  gentleman  pre- 
viously selected  by  him,  his  request  was  acceded 
to;  but  I can  perceive  nothing,  in  this  plain  state- 
ment of  the  circumstances,  on  which  can  be  justly 
grounded  any  of  the  harsh  remarks  upon  governor 
Cass  contained  in  the  communication  of  “Demo- 
cracy.” And  certainly  none  of  my  friends  can  have 
reason  to  entertain  any  feelings  of  dissatisfaction  in 
relation  to  the  matter,  to  which  I am  myself  en- 
tirely a stranger. 

In  the  third  place,  the  writer  remarks:  “but  that 
the  president  should  have  consented  to  appoint  a 
person  possessing  not  the  least  claim  to  the  office, 
and  at  the  same  time  hostile  to  his  administration, 
is  to  [him]  a matter  of  surprise.”  In  addition  to 
the  above  sufficient  explanation  of  the  appointment 
that  has  been  made,  I may  state  in  conclusion  that 
governor  Cass,  who,  during  several  years  that  he 
was  attached  to  his  legation  had  the  best  opportu- 
nity of  judging,  vouched  in  the  amplest  manner  for 
the  fitness  of  the  gentleman  whose  appointment  he 
requested,  in  both  the  points  of  view  here  indicated; 
that  is,  both  urging  his  personal  qualifications, 
combined  with  an  experience  in  the  duties  of  the 
office  which  could  not  be  possessed  by  a stranger 
to  them,  and  denying  in  his  behalf  any  opposition 
or  hostility  to  the  administration,  or  to  “democratic 
principles  and  measures.” 

The  apparent  reference  of  your  correspondent 
to  information  that  could  only  have  been  derived 
from  myself  compels  me  reluctantly  thus  to  bring 
before  the  public,  to  whom  the  matter  is  not  of  the 
slightest  consequence,  this  simple  explanation  of 
the  facts — an  explanation  which  will,  I presume, 
be  entirely  satisfactory  to  all  of  my  political  and 
personal  friends  who  may  have  entertained  an 
opinion  or  feeling  in  relation  to  it  similar  to  those 
expressed  in  the  communication  of  “Democracy.” 
Very  respectfully,  &c.  J.  L.  O’SULLIVAN. 

POLITICS  OF  THE  DAY. 

UNION  AND  HARMONY  ANTI-VAN  BUREN  STATE 
CONVENTION  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

At  a meeting  of  the.  democratic  anti-Van  Buren 
members  of  the  legislature  of  this  state,  held  at  Har- 
risburg on  the  22d  day  of  June  last,  of  which  John 
J.  Pearson,  esq.  was  chairman,  the  following  reso- 
lution was  unanimously  adopted: — 

“Resolved,  That  our  anti- Van  Buren  citizens  and 
constituents  be  and  they  are  hereby  most  earnestly 
urged  and  requested  to  elect  delegates  in  their  re- 
spective counties  and  districts,  equal  in  number  to 
the  representatives  in  the  legislature,  to  meet  in 
convention  at  Harrisburg,  on  Wednesday,  the  fourth 
day  of  September  next,  then  and  there  to  adopt 
measures  to  unite  the  anti-Van  Buren  party,  and 
secure  its  success  in  our  own  state,  and  in  the  next 
presidential  election.” 

In  accordance  with  the  recommendation  contain- 
ed in  the  above  resolution,  a convention  assembled 
at  Harrisburg  on  the  4th  day  of  September,  1839, 
and  on  motion  of  John  C.  Montgomery,  esq.  of  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  judge  Clark,  of  the  county  of 
Dauphin,  was  called  to  the  chair  for  the  purpose  of 
temporary  organization,  and  John  J.  Slocum,  of  Lu- 
zerne, and  Geo.  A.  Madeira,  of  Franklin,  were  ap- 
pointed secretaries. 

On  motion  of  C.  B.  Penrose,  esq.  of  Cumberland, 
it  was  resolved,  that  the  delegates  from  their  re- 
spective counties,  through  their  chairman,  hand 


their  credentials  to  the  secretaries: — which  was 
done  accordingly. 

On  motion  of  J.  Washington  Tyson,  esq.  of  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  a committee,  to  consist  of  one  from 
each  county  represented  in  this  convention,  be  ap- 
pointed to  nominate  officers  for  its  permanent  or- 
ganization. 

Whereupon  the  chair  announced  the  following 
delegates  to  constitute  said  committee: 

J.  W.  Tyson,  city  of  Philadelphia;  Wm.  F. 
Hughes,  of  Philadelphia  county;  Robert  Cobean,  of 
Adams;  David  Leech,  of  Armstrong;  Jno.  Dickey, 
of  Beaver;  Levi  P.  Stralford,  of  Bradford;  David 
Mann,  of  Bedford;  judge  Darling,  of  Berks;  Joel 
Vezey,  of  Bucks;  William  Haslett,  of  ButIer;Thos. 
K.  Bull,  of  Chester;  gen.  William  Houston,  of  Cen- 
tre; David  Clark,  of  Columbia;  Jno.  Fenlen,  of  Cam- 
bria; J.  R.  Barr,  of  Clearfield;  Edw.  Sager,  of  Craw- 
ford; John  B.  Quigly,  of  Clinton;  Levi  Mertle,  of 
Cumberland;  Wm.  Clark,  of  Dauphin;  Joshua  P. 
Eyre,  of  Delaware;  A.  Scott,  of  Erie;  R.  L.  Barre, 
of  Fayette;  Edw.  Watts,  of  Franklin;  James  Ar- 
thur, of  Huntingdon;  James  Morehead,  of  Indiana; 
Allen  M.  Thompson,  of  Juniata;  Joseph  Konig- 
macher,  of  Lancaster;  John  Killinger,  of  Lebanon; 
col.  Geo.  Kyper,  of  Lehigh;  J.  S.  Slocum,  Luzerne; 
Joseph  M.  Dunn,  Lycoming;  John  Reynolds,  of 
Mercer;  William  Brothers,  of  Mifflin;  Job  R.  Ma- 
ther, of  Montgomery;  J.  R,  McClintock,  of  Perry; 
Michael  Dan  McGhehan,  of  Somerset;  Peter  Fil- 
bert, of  Schuylkill;  Robert  P.  M.  Clay,  of  Union; 
Edward  Fields,  of  Wayne;  John  Ramsay,  of  West- 
moreland; James  R.  Menough,  of  York. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Day,  of  the  county  of  Philadel- 
phia, it  was 

Resolved,  That  when  this  convention  adjourns,  it 
will  adjourn  to  meet  to-morrow  morning  at  10 
o’clock,  A.  M. 

On  motion  the  convention  then  adjourned. 

September  5,  1S39. — According  to  adjournment, 
the  convention  assembled  at  10  o’clock,  A.  M.  J. 
Washington  Tyson,  esq.  of  the  city,  chairman  of  the 
committee  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  selecting 
officers  for  the  permanent  organization  of  the  con- 
vention, submitted  the  following  report: 

President — John  Parker,  esq.  of  Chester. 

Vice  Presidents. — Col.  David  Hauck,  of  Lancas- 
ter; capt.  Wm.  H.  Alexander,  ofLuzerne;  col.  M.  C. 
Clarkson,  of  Adams;  James  Patterson  of  Beaver; 
John  Wister,  jr.  of  Philadelphia  county;  Edward 
Sager,  of  Crawford;  John  Williamson,  of  Hunting- 
don; J.  Russel  Barr,  of  Lycoming. 

Secretaries. — George  A.  Madeira,  of  Franklin; 
Joseph  Brelsford,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia;  John 
Ramsay,  of  Westmoreland;  David  Clark,  of  Colum- 
bia. 

On  motion  of  Nerr  Middleswarth,  esq.  of  Union, 
the  report  was  unanimously  adopted,  whereupon 
the  officers  took  their  seats  accordingly. 

The  objects  of  the  convention  w'ere  announced 
by  the  president  in  some  brief  but  eloquent  remarks, 
a sketch  of  which  is  annexed. 

Gentlemen  of  the  convention — I thank  you  most 
cordially  for  the  honor  you  have  unexpectedly  con- 
ferred upon  me,  in  selecting  me  to  preside  over  the 
deliberations  of  this  convention.  This  is  emphati- 
cally an  assemblage  of  patriotic  freemen  represent- 
ing the  various  parties  of  our  great  commonwealth, 
and  composed  of  all  the  elements  of  opposition  to 
the  miserable  and  destructive  administration  that  is 
now  sapping  the  foundations  of  our  happiness  and 
prosperity. 

Gentlemen,  I appear  before  you  as  an  unwaver- 
ing whig,  with  strong  personal  attachments  to  the 
great  statesman  of  Kentucky;  but  as  one  of  the  re- 
presentatives of  the  whigs  of  Chester  county',  I will 
most  cheerfully  advocate  the  claims  of  the  hero  of 
North  Bend.  On  this  occasion  I find  myself  sur- 
rounded by  whigs,  anti -masons  and  conservatives, 
and  it  affords  me  the  highest  gratification  to  per- 
ceive, from  the  interchange  of  sentiments  and  view's 
since  our  arrival  in  this  place,  that  but  one  spirit 
animates  the  breasts  of  all  on  this  auspicious  day, 
and  that  is  a spirit  of  determination  to  merge  all  mi- 
nor differences  of  opinion  in  the  one  grand  and  pa- 
triotic object  of  redeeming  our  beloved  country  from 
the  grasp  of  the  spoilers. 

The  friends  of  the  illustrious  Clay  and  the  patri- 
otic Harrison,  will  henceforth  be  seen  fighting 
shoulder  to  shoulder  the  battles  of  their  country', 
and  the  hopes  of  the  enemy  based  on  the  anticipat- 
ed division  in  our  ranks,  will  now  be  scattered  to 
the  winds. 

Trusting  the  spirit  of  “union  and  harmony,”  com- 
promise and  conciliation,  may  guide  the  proceedings 
of  this  important  convention,  I will  again,  in  conclu- 
sion, gentlemen,  return  you  my  acknowledgments 
for  the  honor  you  have  conferred  upon  me. 

On  motion  of  J.  Worthington  Tyson,  esq.  of  the 
city,  it  was 


Resolved,  That  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the 
house  of  representatives  of  Pennsylvania,  be  adopt- 
ed for  the  government  of  the  proceedings  of  tins 
convention. 

On  motion  of  Joseph  Konigmacher,  esq.  of  Lan- 
caster, the  name  of  D.  Elliott,  of  Lancaster,  was 
substituted  for  that  of  Mr.  Kirkpatrick. 

On  motion  ofC.  B.  Penrose,  esq.  of  Cumberland, 
the  following  resolutions  were  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  a committee  of  twenty  be  appoint- 
ed, whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  prepare  an  address  to 
the  people,  and  who  shall  have  pow'erto  publish  the 
same,  together  with  the  proceedings  of  this  conven- 
tion. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  address  shall 
have  power  to  adopt  and  execute  such  measures  as 
may  be  calculated  to  promote  and  carry  into  effect, 
the  views  of  this  convention,  and  unite  the  anti-Van 
Buren  party  in  the  approaching  presidential  elec- 
tion. Whereupon  the  president  appointed  the  fol- 
lowing committee: — - 

Charles  B.  Penrose,  John  C.  Montgomery,  J. 
Washington  Tyson,  George  A.  Madeira,  R.  L. 
Barr,  Nerr  Middleswarth,  Edward  Sager,  John 
Harper,  William  E.  Conrow,  Thomas  Chambas, 
John  Williamson,  John  Dickey,  Thomas  K.  Bull, 
Jonathan  J.  Slocum,  William  Clark,  David  Mann, 
Michael  Day,  Joshua  P.  Eyre,  Philip  Smyser,  Al- 
len M.  Thompson. 

On  motion  of  doctor  B.  R.  Mears,  of  the  county 
of  Philadelphia,  the  followdng  resolution  was  agreed 
to: 

Resolved,  That  a committee  of  ten  be  appointed 
to  draft  a preamble  and  resolutions  expressive  of 
the  sense  of  this  convention,  and  report  the  same 
to  the  convention  this  afternoon.  Whereupon  the 
following  named  gentlemen  were  appointed  by  the 
president: — 

Benjamin  R.  Mears,  James  Moorehead,  Caleb  J. 
Hoops,  William  Brothies,  David  Clark,  J.  Wash- 
ington Tyson,  Joseph  Konigmacher,  Preston  Brock, 
Elisha  Phipps,  jr.  Joshua  R.  McClintock. 

On  motion  of  John  Williamson,  esq.  of  Hunting- 
don, it  was 

Resolved,  That  when  the  convention  adjourns,  it 
adjourn  to  meet  again  at  3 o’clock  this  afternoon. 

Col.  Bull,  of  Chester,  submitted  the  following 
resolutions,  which  were  twice  read,  and  unanimous- 
ly agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  as  this  convention  has  ascertained 
that  it  is  the  expectation  and  the  desire  of  the  peo- 
ple whom  it  represents,  that  a delegation  from 
Pennsylvania  to  the  national  anti-Van  Buren  con- 
vention, to  be  assembled  at  Harrisburg  in  Decem- 
ber next,  should  be  chosen  by  this  convention,  a 
committee  of  delegates  from  each  congressional  dis- 
trict shall  be  appointed,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to 
select  such  delegation,  and  report  the  same  for  the 
approbation  of  the  convention;  and  that  said  com- 
mittee be  instructed  in  making  such  selection,  to 
have  a due  regard  for  any  action  on  this  subject, 
which  may  have  already  taken  place  in  any  con- 
gressional district,  by  any  portion  of  the  anti-Van 
Buren  party,  so  that  the  feelings  of  all  may  be  re- 
spected and  harmony  restored. 

Resolved,  That  if  in  any  such  congressional  dis- 
trict the  people  shall  prefer  the  choice  of  such  dele- 
gate, as  such  district  may  be  entitled  to,  by  any 
further  or  other  action  of  the  people,  then  and  in 
that  case  it  shall  be  regular  to  call  upon  the  anti- 
Van  Buren  party  in  such  district  to  elect  delegates 
from  each  township  to  county  conventions,  which 
shall  proceed  by  the  appointment  of  conferees,  or 
the  usual  mode  practised  in  such  conventions,  to 
select  a delegate  to  the  national  convention,  con- 
firming the  choice  made  by  this  convention,  or 
otherwise,  as  to  the  people  so  assembled  in  con- 
vention, it  may  be  deemed  expedient.  Whereupon 
the  following  committee  w'as  appointed  by  the  re- 
spective delegations: — 

1st  district — Miller  N.  Everly;  2d  do.  John  C. 
Montgomery,  J.  AVashington  Tyson;  3d  do.  Hene- 
ry  Simons;  4th  do.  Thomas  R.  Bull,  of  Chester,  J. 
Hoops,  of  Delaware,  and  David  Elliott,  of  Lancas- 
ter; 5th  do.  Job  R.  Mather;  6th  do.  Joel  Vezey; 
7th  do.  E.  Fields;  8th  do.  Peter  Filbert;  9th  do.  A. 
H.  Heister;  10th  do.  Benjamin  Jordan;  11th  do. 
Jacob  Emmett;  12th  do.  Dr.  W.  C.  McPherson, 
George  A.  Madeira;  13th  do.  John  R.  McClintock; 
14th  do.  James  Arthur;  15th  do.  Jonathan  J.  Slo- 
cum; 16th  do.  Nerr  Middleswarth;  17th  do.  J.  C. 
Adams;  18th  do.  David  Mann;  19th  do.  John  Ram- 
sey; 20th  do.  R.  L.  Barry;  22d  do.  Harvey  Boll- 
man;  23d  do.  David  Leech;  24th  do.  John  Rey- 
nolds; 25th  do.  Alexander  Elliott. 

On  motion  of  judge  Clark,  of  Dauphin,  the  fol- 
lowing named  gentlemen  were  by  the  president  ap- 
pointed a committee  of  finance: 

William  Clark,  Nerr  Middleswarth,  Joseph  Ko- 
nigmacher. 
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On  motion  of  John  Williamson,  esq.  of  Hun- 
tingdon, the  president  of  the  convention,  was  re- 
spectfully requested  to  furnish  a ropy  ot  his  ad- 
dress, for  publication,  with  the  proceedings  ol  the 
convention. 

On  motion  of  col  Clarkson,  of-Adains,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  when  the  convention  adjourns,  it 
will  adjourn  to  meet  again  at  3 o’clock,  P.  M. 

On  motion  of  William  F.  Hughes,  esq.  of  the 
county  of  Philadelphia,  the  convention  then  ad- 
journed. 

The  convention  assembled  at  3 o’clock,  P.  M. 
pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read 
and  approved. 

Mr.  Penrose,  from  the  committee  on  the  address, 
reported  that  the  committee  had  the  subject  under 
consideration — that  they  were  not  prepared  to  re- 
port an  address;  but  thai  the  committee  would,  in 
pursuance  of  the  resolution,  prepare  and  publish 
the  same  with  the  proceedings  of  this  convention. 

Dr.  Mears,  of  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  from 
the  committee  on  resolutions  reported  the  follow- 
ing, which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Everly,  were  unani- 
mously adopted: 

Whereas,  all  who  are  opposed  to  the  present  ad- 
ministration of  the  general  government  by  Martin 
Van  Buren,  “believe  that  there  is  a radical  mal-ad- 
ministration  of  the  government:  that  the  great  in- 
terests of  the  country  are  trodden  down;  that  new 
and  dangerous  principles  and  practices  have  been 
introduced  and  continues;  that  a fearful  conjunction 
of  the  purse  and  the  sword  in  the  same  hands,  al- 
ready alarmingly  strong,  is  perseveringly  attempt- 
ed; that  the  constitution  has  been  grossly  violated; 
and  that,  by  the  va9t  accumulation  of  executive 
power,  actual  and  meditated,  our  system  is  rapidly 
tending  towards  an  elective  monarchy.  These  are 
our  convictions,  honestly  and  sincerely  entertain- 
ed. They  prescribe  to  us  the  duties  which  we 
have  to  perform  towards  our  country.  To  cotrecl 
past  evils  and  to  avert  impending  danger,  we  see 
no  effectual  remedy  but  in  a change  of 
our  rulers.  The  opposition  constitutes  the  ma- 
jority— unquestionably  the  majority  of  the  nation 
A great  responsibility  therefore  attaches  to  it.  II 
defeated,  it  will  be  defeated  by  its  own  divisions, 
and  not  by  the  merit  of  the  principles  of  its  oppo- 
nent. These  divisions  are,  at  the  same  time,  our 
weakness  and  his  strength. 

We  are  then  called  upon  by  the  highest  of  duties 
to  our  country,  to  its  free  institutions,  to  posterity, 
and  lo  the  vvoild,  to  rise  above  all  local  prejudices 
and  personal  partialities,  to  discard  all  collateral 
questions,  to  disregard  ever}’  subordiate  point,  and, 
in  a genuine  spirit  of  compromise  and  concession, 
uniting  heart  and  hand  to  preserve  forourselves  the 
blessings  of  a free  government,  wisely,  honestly 
and  faithfully  administered,  and,  as  we  have  receiv- 
ed them  from  our  fathers,  to  transmit  them  to  our  chil. 
dren.  We  should  justly  subject  ourselves  to  eter- 
nal reproach  if  we  permitted  our  differences  about 
mere  men  lo  bring  defeat  and  disaster  upon  our 
cause.  Our  principles  are  imperishable,  but  men 
have  a fleeting  existence,  and  are  themselves  liable 
to  change  and  corruption  during  its  brief  continu- 
ance. 

In  that  party  bearing  the  illustrious  name  of  whig 
— a name  consecrated  by  patriotic  recollections, 
and  endeared  to  every  lover  of  freedom,  stand  Hen- 
ry Clay,  the  great  statesman  of  the  west,  whose 
eloquent  language  we  have  adopted,  as  we  cherish 
the  sentiments  which  it  expresses.  His  past  politi- 
cal career  exemplifies  the  sincerity  of  the  noble  sen'i- 
ment  he  has  conveyed  in  the  question,  “what  is  a 
public  man  worth  who  is  not  ever  ready  to  sacrifice 
himself  for  the  good  of  his  country.” 

He  has  again  and  again  made  such  sacrifice  of 
his  popularity,  by  his  course  on  questions,  now  af- 
fecting him  in  this,  and  then  in  that  portion  of  the 
nation. 

His  devotion  to  the  public  good,  in  which  he  has 
encountered  these  prejudices,  has  commended  him 
to  the  support  of  ardent  admirers,  among  the  most 
enlightened  portion  of  his  countrymen,  who  cherish 
the  hope  that  the  period  will  yet  arrive,  when  the 
vast  patronage  arid  power  of  the  general  govern- 
ment will  be  no  longer  in  the  hands  of  those  who 
artfully  use  it  to  deceive  the  people  in  regard  to 
his  public  conduct,  and  when  these  prejudices  will 
have  passed  away, and  the  country  will  confer  upon 
him  the  highest  evidence  of  its  affection  and  grati- 
tude. 

This  convention,  entertaining  towards  him  the 
highest  regard,  are  nevertheless  constrained  to  say, 
that  they  have  the  most  conclusive  evidence,  that 
this  period  has  not  arrived:  and  that  to  use  his 
name  now  as  a candidate  for  the  presidency,  would 
be,  as  unjust  to  him,  as  it  will  be  fatal  to  the  hopes 
of  patriotism. 


They  confide  in  the  sincerity  of  the  noble  senti- 
ment which  he  has  expressed,  that  “if  his  name 
created  any  obstacle  to  cordial  union  and  harmony,” 
it  should  be  withdrawn,  and  that  we  should  “con- 
centrate upon  some  individual  more  acceptable  to 
all  branches  of  the  opposition.”  The  evidence  of 
popular  opinion,  as  emphatically  designates  the 
name  of  that  individual,  who  is  acceptable  to  “all 
branches  of  the  opposition,”  and  nothing  but  blind 
infatuation  can  close  the  eyes  of  intelligent  men  to 
this  evidence. 

We  are  proud  to  name  him.  Descended  from 
one  of  that  illustrious  and  noble  band  who  signed 
the  magna  charta  of  our  liberties — the  declaration 
of  independence — he  received  the  lesson  of  wisdom 
and  the  spirit  of  patriotism  from  the  purest  sources 
of  the  revolution.  He  sat  at  the  feet  of  the  Garna- 
lial,  and  well  he  has  approved  his  illustrious 
teachers. 

General  William  Henry  Harrison  has  devoted  his 
life  to  the  service  of  his  country,  and  his  was  a 
patriot’s  best  reward  the  approbation  of  his  own 
pure  conscience,  and  the  gratitude,  admiration,  af- 
fection and  reverence  of  his  countrymen. 

He  is  indeed  in  their  hearts,  and  no  party  boun- 
daries can  be  set  to  his  popularity — no  party  ar- 
rangements or  machinery  can  control  or  repress 
their  generous  confidence,  their  earnest  determina- 
tion to  call  him  from  the  virtuous  retirement  and 
occupation  of  the  plough,  to  the  highest  office  in  the 
gift  of  a free  people. 

We  join  with  the  people  in  this  generous  prefer- 
ence, our  judgment,  and  our  feelings  approve  their 
choice.  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  while  this  convention  entertain 
the  belief  that  no  other  candidate  for  the  presidency 
but  general  William  Henry  Harrison,  of  Ohio,  can 
unite  the  anti-Van  Buren  party,  and  by  that  union 
rescue  the  country  from  misrule,  they  feel  entire 
respect  and  admiration  for  the  great  talents  and 
public  ar.d  private  virtues  of  Henry  Clay,  of  Ken- 
tucky, and  they  cannot  believe  that  he  who  has  al- 
ready made  so  many  sacrifices  for  his  country,  will 
not  permit  his  name  to  be  used  to  divide  and  dis- 
tract the  anti-Van  Buren  party,  and  thus  consign 
to  hopeless  ruin  our  republican  institutions. 

Resolved,  That  we  confide  in  the  known  patriot- 
ism of  Henry  Clay,  and  believe  that  he  will  not  de- 
ceive our  confident  expectation  that  he  will  add 
another  to  his  many  claims  upon  the  gratitude  of 
his  country  by  magnanimously  withdrawing  his 
name  a3  a presidential  candidate,  and  thereby  en- 
sure a certain  victory  to  those  “imperishable  prin- 
ciples” which  he  has  so  long  and  so  ably  sup- 
ported. 

Resolved,  That  this  convention  has  assembled  in 
conformity  to  the  recommendation  of  a meeting  of 
the  democratic  members  of  the  legislature,  held  at 
Harrisburg  in  June  last,  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
uniting and  harmonizing  all  the  elements  of  oppo- 
sition in  Pennsylvania  to  the  existing  federal  ad- 
ministration. 

Resolved,  That  the  object  of  the  “opposition 
members  of  congress,  without  distinction  of  party,” 
in  proposing  the  national  convention  which  will 
meet  at  Harrisburg  in  December  next,  contemplated 
the  union  and  harmony  of  all  the  branches  of  the 
anti-Van  Buren  party,  and  hence  the  exclusion 
from  its  councils  of  delegates  deputed  to  represent 
either,  would  entail  dissention  in  our  ranks  and 
conflict  with  and  defeat  the  designs  of  its  pro- 
jectors. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  unanimous  sense  of  this 
convention,  that  general  William  Henry  Harrison 
is  the  only  candidate  for  the  presidency,  presented 
to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  whose  popu- 
larity can  secure  the  end  designed  to  be  accom- 
plished, by  the  organized  opposition  to  Martin  Van 
Buren,  and  the  pernicious  principles  and  measures 
of  his  administration. 

Resolved,  That  general  Harrison  is  believed  to 
be  the  choice  of  a very  large  majority  of  the  oppo- 
nents of  Martin  Van  Buren— that  the  influence  of 
his  great  name  and  virtues,  and  the  hold  he  pos- 
sesses upon  the  confidence  and  afic-ctions  of  the 
people  of  all  parties,  justify  the  belief,  that,  if  nomi- 
nated by  the  national  convention,  he  can  and  will 
redeem  our  ancient  and  renowned  commonwealth 
from  the  inglorious  rule  of  the  base,  desperate,  and 
corrupt  faction  which  has  oppressed  and  degraded 
her,  and  that  he  has  claims  to  the  support  of  his 
countrymen,  of  higher  obligations  than  any  which 
could  arise  from  party  services  or  affinity. 

Resolved,  That  the  patriotic  veneration  of  the 
people  for  the  illustrious  chief  of  North  Bend,  and 
their  gratitude  for  his  many  and  signal  services, 
are  feelings  kindred  in  their  character  and  effect, 
to  those  which  awakened  the  popular  enthusiasm 
for  the  Hero  of  New  Orleans,  and  rallied  an  invin- 
cible host  in  his  support. 


Resolved,  That  general  Harrison  is  eminently 
qualified  for  discharging  the  high  and  important 
functions  of  chief  magistrate  of  tin  republic,  by  his 
great  intellectual  and  moral  endowments,  by  his 
incorruptible  integrity,  by  long  experience  in  civil 
posts  of  great  responsibility,  and,  above  all,  by  his 
unabating  devotion  to  his  country,  its  honor  and 
interests  which  the  lapse  of  time,  instead  of  chil- 
ling, only  strengthens  and  confirms. 

Resolved,  That  the  most  permanent  and  effectual 
corrective  of  the  gross  abuses  and  official  profligacy 
which  have  crept  into  the  administration  of  our  na- 
tional affairs,  will  be  the  immediate  and  unwaveiing 
application  of  the  democratic  principle  of  a single 
presidential  term,  which,  by  divesting  the  incum- 
bent of  the  chief  motive  to  corrupt  practices  and 
party  subserviency,  will  render  him  an  agent  inde- 
pendent of  extraneous  control  or  influence,  and  re- 
sponsible only  to  the  people. 

Resolved,  That  the  voluntary  and  unsolicited  de- 
claration by  general  Harrison,  that  he  will  consent 
to  be  a candidate  but  for  one  term — were  other  and 
yet  more  conclusive  reasons  wanting,  should  con- 
stitute in  itself,  with  every  lover  of  his  country,  an 
abundant  motive  to  his  support. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to 
the  anti-Van  Buren  party  throughout  this  common- 
wealth, to  commence  from  this  auspicious  day,  the 
good  work  of  reforming  the  state  and  national  ad- 
ministrations; and,  regardless  of  ail  personal  prefer- 
ences, to  arm  themselves  for  the  struggle  in  Octo- 
ber next,  to  unite  firmly  and  efficiently  upon  one 
ticket  in  their  respective  counties,  in  order  that  our 
own  commonwealth  may  be  first  redeemed  from 
the  grasp  of  the  spoilers. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  deliberate  conviction  of 
this  convention,  that  a large  majority  of  the  people 
of  the  United  States  condemn  the  destructive  course 
of  the  present  national  administration,  and  that 
union  among  its  opponents  is  alone  requisite,  to 
hurl  it  from  power,  and  thus  to  restore  repose  and 
prosperity  to  the  great  agricultural,  mechanical  and 
commercial  interests  of  the  nation. 

Resolved,  That  to  produce  this  concentration  of 
strength,  the  voice  of  patriotism  cries  aloud  to  every 
advocate  of  democracy,  and  to  every  lover  of  his 
country,  to  merge  all  minor  differences  of  opinion, 
all  personal  and  political  predilections,  a II  distinc- 
tive and  exclusive  organization,  and  to  rally  under 
the  broad  banner  ot' “union  and  harmony ,”  which  is 
this  day  unfurled  to  the  breeze. 

Mr.  Montgomery  of  the  city,  chairman  of  the 
committee  appointed  to  select  delegates  to  the  na- 
tional convention,  made  the  following  report,  which, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Tyson,  of  the  city,  was  unani- 
mously adopted. 

John  A.  Shulze,  Joseph 


Senatorial  delegates- 
Lawrence. 

Dist. 

1st  Alex.  Quinton, 

2d  John  Swift, 

Frederick  Fraley, 

3d  Thomas  Roleh, 

4th  Dr.  W.  Darlington, 
Edward  Darlington, 
Ernan’l  C.  Reigert, 
5th  Jonathan  Roberts, 
6th  Hugh  H.  Henry,  jr. 
7th  Peter  S.  Michler, 
8th  William  Andenteid 
9th  Wm.  Darling, 

10th  John  A.  Fisher, 
Ilth  William  R.  Morris, 


Dist. 

12th  James  Colhoun, 

13th  Charles  B.  Penrose, 
14th  John  Williamson, 
15th  Aning  O.  Cahoon, 
16th  James  Merrill, 

17th  Moses  J.  Clark, 

18th  Samuel  M.  Barclay, 
19th  Cyrus  P.  Markle, 
20th  Andrew  Stewart, 
21st  Dr.  R.  F.  Biddle, 
22d  Patterson, 

23d  Benjamin  King, 

24th  Thomas  Henry, 


/25th  Charles  M.  Reed, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Moorehead,  of  Indiana,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  address  have 
power  to  supply  vacancies  in  the  delegation  to  the 
national  convention. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tyson  it  was 
Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  convention  be 
presented  to  the  editor  of  the  anti-Van  Buren  jour- 
nals of  Harrisburg  for  documents  and  papers  fur- 
nished to  the  convention. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Konigmacher,  the  thanks  of  the 
convention  were  presented  to  the  president  and 
other  officers  of  the  convention,  for  the  dignity  and 
impartiality  with  which  they  have  discharged  their 
respective  duties. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brothers,  of  Mifflin,  the  follow- 
ing resolution  was  unanimously  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  we  meet  here  the  friends  of  gene- 
ral Harrison  and  the  friends  of  Henry  Clay,  and  we 
have  united  for  the  sake  of  union,  and  agreed  to  re- 
commend the  patriot  and  statesman,  William  Henry 
Harrison,  as  our  presidential  candidate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dickey,  of  Beaver,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  the  editors  of  all  the  anti- Van 
Buren  papers  be  respectfully  requested  to  publish 
the  proceedings  of  the  convention. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tyson,  the  convention  then 
adjourned  sine  die. 
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The  New  Orleans  Courier  estimates  the  loss  on  this 
year’s  exportation  of  cotton  from  that  port  at  two  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  according  to  the  most  moderate  calcu- 
lations. 

Coach  wheels.  It  is  surprising  that  the  attention  of  in- 
ventors has  not  before  been  directed  to  the  improve- 
ment of  wheels.  We  saw  at  the  fair,  a pair  invented  by 
Mr.  E.  Toller,  of  Hartford,  Connecticut,  truly  an  ori- 
ginal production;  he  calls  them  ‘‘suspension  wheels.’’ 
The  hubs  are  of  cast  iron — the  spokes  small  rods  of 
round  rolled  iron — the  rim  strap  iron  formed  to  look 
like  the  common  feloed  rim.  Its  form  gives  to  it  great 
strength — is  light  and  elastic,  and  is  connected  with  the 
hub  by  the  small  iron  rods,  having  screws  and  nuts  on 
their  ends.  The  rim  can  be  adjusted  at  any  time  to 
a true  circle.  The  cost  and  weight  will  be  about  the 
same  as  the  common  wheels,  and  the  durability  as  the 
difference  between  iron  and  wood.  [ N ■ Y.  Star. 

Gov.  Simpson  and  colonels  Bowles  and  Wigram, 
who  left  Lachine  about  the  end  of  April  last  for  the 
Hudson  Bay  company’s  settlement,  at  Red  River,  re- 
turned to  Montreal  a tew  days  ago.  These  gentlemen 
were  accompanied  in  their  voyage  upwards  Ry  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Thom  and  servant,  Dr.  McLaughlin,  Mr.  Ftnlay- 
son,  Mr.  McDonell,  and  Mr.  Cowie — Mrs.  Thom  be- 
ing the  third  lady  who  had  undertaken  so  extraordina- 
ry^ voyage.  The  parties  were  stowed  away  in  three 
canoes  to  the  head  of  Lake  Superior,  and  thence  to 
Red  River  in  four. 

One  of  the  Africans  of  the  Amistad,  named  Antonio 
Simon,  died  on  Thursday  the  5th  inst.  at  New  Haven. 
He  had  been  in  a feeble  state  from  the  time  of  his  leav- 
ing the  vessel — and  is  said  to  have  been  an  active  leader 
in  the  revolt. 

The  Alexandria  Gazette  states  that  the  ship  General 
Washington,  Marbury,  ot  that  port,  on  her  homeward 
voyage,  was  spoken  by  the  steam  ship  Liverpool,  from 
New  York,  for  Liverpool;  and,  as  soon  as  the  name 
General  Washington  was  announced,  the  passengers 
and  crew  ascended  the  side  of  the  steam  ship,  and  hail- 
ed it  with  loud  and  hearty  cheers! 

New  method  of  raising  fruit  trees.  The  new  method 
of  raising  fruit  trees  by  planting  the  scions  is  said  to 
have  many  advantages  over  the  old  method.  It  is  bet- 
ter than  the  grafting  because  it  is  more  expeditious  and 
requires  no  stocks.  They  are  more  easy  planted  and 
take  but  little  trouble.  To  plant  them  properly,  the 
scion  should  be  taken  any  time  after  the  first  of  Febru- 
ary, and  each  end  dipped  in  tallow  or  shoemaker’s  wax 
or  pitch,  and  buried  in  the  ground,  the  buds  uppermost, 
while  the  body  lies  in  a horizontal  position  and  two  or 
three  inches  deep.  It  is  said  they  will  brar  in  three  or 
four  years  from  the  planting.  [ Frederick  Herald. 

Look  at  this!  We  learn  that  the  Campbell,  formerly 
a United  States  revenue  cutter,  has  been  sold  at  Hava- 
na for  the  slave  trade;  on  her  arrival  there  from  New 
Orleans,  will  be  sent  to  Africa  for  a load  of  human  flesh, 
under  the  star-spangled  banner!  We  further  learn 
that  since  December  last,  twenty-three  vessels  under 
the  American  flag  have  left  Havana  to  engage  in  this 
same  infamous  traffic!  Can  nothing  be  done  by  the 
United  States  government  to  protect  itself  from  this  foul 
disgrace,  and  Africa  from  such  tremendous  wrongs? 

[A.  Y.  Jour.  Com. 

Florida.  The  St.  Augustine  (Fa.)  Herald,  of  the  15th 
inst.  contains  full  returns  of  the  recent  vote  in  that  ter- 
ritory on  the  adoption  of  the  constitution;  by  which  it 
appears  that  the  constitution  proposed  by  the  recent 
convention  has  been  adopted  -the  vote  in  favor  of  it  be- 
ing 2,070  to  1,975  against  it— majority  95.  The  Herald 
further  says,  that  the  returns  giving  this  result  have  been 
duly  certified  by  gov.  Call,  and  forwarded  to  the  presj- 
derit  of  the  convention,  who  is  authorised  to  make  offi- 
cial proclamation  of  the  result. 

The  next  step  towards  the  admission  of  Florida  as  a 
state  into  the  union,  says  the  National  Intelligencer, 
will  be  to  call  on  congress  to  act  upon  the  subject. — 
The  Commercial  thinxs  however,  that  this  question 
will  not  be  seriously  agitated  in  congress,  until  the  pos- 
session of  East  Florida  shall  be  quieted  by  the  subjec- 
tion or  removal  of  the  Indians,  the  contest  with  whom, 
during  the  last  three  or  four  years,  has  drained  dry  the 
treasury  of  the  United  States. 

Health  of  Pensacola.  The  Gazette  of  the  31st  ultimo 
says  we  have  now  a population,  counting  the  crews 
of  ships  in  our  harbor,  of  upwards  of  5,000,  and  not  a 
case  of  fever  is  known  to  exist  here. 

Naval.  The  U.  S.  schooner  Grampus,  lieut.  com. 
Paine,  bound  on  a cruise  to  the  coast  of  Nova  Scotia 
and  Labrador,  has  gone  to  sea  from  Hampton  Roads. 
The  following  is  a list  of  the  officers: 

John  Stone  Paine,  lieut.  commanding. 

Gabriel  G.  Williamson,  William  Preston  Griffin, 
lieutenants. 

Wm.  Ross  Gardiner,  P.  midshipman,  doing  the  duty 
of  sailing  master. 

Edward  John  Rutter,  assistant  surgeon. 

Charles  Robinson,  passed  midshipman. 

Edward  A.  Barnet,  L.  McDugal,  midshipmen, 

Francis  Rice;  acting  gunner. 

William  Collins  acting  boatswain. 

The  Ohio  ship-of-the-line,  and  a corvette  of  the  U. 
States  navy,  were,  on  the  25th  July,  off  Malta.  Im- 
mediately after  receiving  letters  brought  by  the  French 
Levant  packet,  they  sailed  for,  it  was  believed,  the 
Dardanelles. 


We  learn  from  the  Pensacola  Gazette,  that  the  U. 
S.  ship  Ontario  was  to  sail  in  a few  days,  on  a cruize. 
Her  destination  is  not  known,  but  is  supposed  to  be 
Tampa  Bay. 

The  ship  Relief,  of  the  United  States  exploring  squa- 
dron, was  at  Callao  on  the  5th  June.  The  rest  of  the 
squadron  were  to  go  to  Juan  Fernandez. 

List  of  officers  attached  to  the  U.  S.  ship  Lexington , 
at  Guayaquil,  July  6,  1839.  John  H.  Clark,  captain: 
Owen  Burns,  lieutenant:  John  P.  Gillis,  do.  Wm.  H. 
Brown,  acting  do.  Henry  S.  Coulter,  surgeon:  Wil- 
liam P.  Zantzinger,  purser:  J.  Dickinson  Miller,  as- 
sistant surgeon:  W.  S.  Schenek,  acting  master: 

James  L.  Parker,  passed  midshipmen:  John  H.  Sher- 
burne, do:  James  S.  Ridgley,  midshipmen:  P.  C. 

Van  Wyck,  do:  Edwin  F.  Olmstead,  captain’s  clerk: 
Patrick  Dee,  carpenter:  flenry  Bacon,  sailmaker: 

William  Burton,  acting  gunner:  Wm.  M.  Cooper, 
acting  boatswain. 

The  U.  S.  ship  Pennsylvania.  We  have  been  per- 
mitted to  copy  the  following  extract  of  a letter  from  an 
officer  on  board  the  United  States  ship  Brandywine,  to 
a gentleman  in  this  city,  dated 

Norfolk,  Aug.  23, 1839. 

“The  noble  line  of  battle  ship  Pennsylvania,  which 
would  have  done  our  country  so  much  credit  abroad, 
is  ordered  to  be  stripped  and  laid  up  here,  after  having 
been  ready  for  sea  or  nearly  so.  She  will  require  more 
repairs  after  the  expiration  of  three  years  where  she 
now  lies,  than  it  could  have  cost  to  keep  her  at  sea 
double  that  time.”  [Brunswick  Adv. 

The  price  of  board  in  Houston  and  Galveston,  Texas, 
is  from  $5  to  $6  per  day.  Washing  is  done  at  85  per 
dozen  pieces. 

Gold  a preserver  of  beauty.  From  the  N.  Y.  Evening 
Post.  At  a late  meeting  of  the  French  academy  of 
sciences,  barron  Larrey,  one  of  the  surgeons  of  Na- 
poleon, mentioned  an  experiment  made  by  himself  by 
which  it  was  found  that  gold  leaf  could  be  used  in  pre- 
serving beauty.  During  the  campaign  in  Egypt,  he 
had  observed  that  when  the  higher  classes  of  the  coun- 
try were  attacked  by  the  confluent  small  pox,  which 
not  being  modified  by  vaccination  leave  deep  marks 
on  the  skin,  the  leeches  applied  gold  leaf  to  the  surface 
of  the  body  where  pustules  appeared.  At  the  sug- 
gestion of  Larrey,  M.  Legrand,  a French  physician, 
tried  the  experiment  upon  a beautiful  young  English 
girl  suffering  under  one  of  the  worst  forms  of  the  dis- 
ease. 

A coating  of  gold  leaf  was  applied  to  the  face  by 
the  medium  of  a little  gum  to  make  it  adhere.  The 
lady  recovered  from  her  disease  without  marks  ex- 
cept on  the  extremities  and  the  central  portions  of  the 
body  where  the  gold  leaf  had  not  been  applied. 

Canal  tolls.  The  tolls  collected  on  the  New  York 
canals  during  the  last  two  weeks  in  August,  and  to 
the  1st  September  in  each  of  the  five  past  years  are  as 
follows,  viz: 

Last  two  weeks  in  A ug.  Total  to  1st  Sept. 


1835,  $93,544  $863,981 

1836,  121,194  925,060 

1837,  68,210  648,163 

1838,  101,479  849,275 

1339,  86,944  913,322 


Thus  it  appears  that  the  tolls  of  the  last  two  weeks 
in  August  are  less  than  in  either  of  the  four  preceding 
years,  except  1837;  and  that  the  tolls  to  the  1st  Sep- 
tember, this  year,  are  $11,733  less  than  in  1836. 

The  wheat  and  flour  delivered  at  tide  water  during 
the  last  week  in  August  was  as  follows,  viz: 

Blls.  four.  bush  wheat. 

1833,  29,561  15,836 

1839,  7,510  4,414 

Showing  a falling  off  of  22,051  and  11,424 

Equal  to  a falling  off  of  24,239  barrels  of  flour. 

The  Philadelphia  navy  yard.  The  ship  carpenters 
have  been  actively  engaged  at  this  navy  yard  for  some 
time.  Among  the  vessels  now  in  progress,  we  may 
mention  a steam  frigate,  the  keel  of  which  is  laid.  Her 
length  is  206  feet,  her  stern  and  stem  posts  are  nearly 
ready  for  raising,  and  a number  of  her  floors  are  also 
ready.  Also  a sloop  of  war  rating  16  guns.  She  will 
be  launched  in  the  course  of  the  present  month.  The 
U.  S.  schooner  Enterprise  has  been  repaired  or  refitted, 
and  is  now  getting  provisioned  for  a cruise.  The  Uni- 
ted States  schooner  Experiment  is  being  fitted  out  lor 
a receiving  ship.  There  is  also  a large  vessel  of  war 
under  one  of  the  sheds,  the  greater  part  of  the  work  of 
which  is  completed. 

Perhaps  it  will  be  gratifying  to  many  to  see  to  what 
age  our  oldest  naval  officers  have  lived  to  arrive  at  the 
rank  (the  highest  in  our  navy)  of  commodore.  The 
subjoined  list  will  show: 

Commodore  Barron,  75  years;  do.  Stewart,  66;  do. 
Hull,  68;  do.  Chauncey,  81;  do.  Jones,  72;  do.  Morris, 
62;  do.  Warrington,  59;  do.  Crane,  60;  do  Biddle,  59; 
do.  Ridgeley,  59;  do.  Downes,  59;  do.  Elliott,  59;  do. 
Cassin,  62;  do.  Renshaw,  60;  do.  Wadsworth,  58;  do. 
Reed,  57;  do.  Ballard,  60;  do.  Kennedy,  59;  do,  Dallas, 
56;  do.  Nicholson,  62;  do.  Subrick,  59;  do.  Claxton,  56. 

[Norfolk  Beacon. 

Illinois  slate  loan.  The  New  York  Times  says — 
We  learn  that  ex-governor  Reynolds  and  general  Raw- 
lings have  succeeded  in  negotiating  a sale  of  the  state 
bonds  of  Illinois  to  the  amount  of  lour  millions  of  dol- 
lars on  favorable  terms.  Some  stipulations  required  in 
the  negotiation  are  to  be  complied  with  on  this  side,  J 


and  when  this  is  done,  the  amount  is  to  be  drawn  for 
in  monthly  instalments.  The  success  of  the  commis- 
sioners in  London  places  Illinois  on  high  ground,  and 
will  enable  her  to  complete  her  works  of  internal  im- 
provement. 

American  mechanical  genius.  We  learn  from  the 
Philadelphia  U.  S.  Gazette,  that  Messrs.  Baldwin, 
Vail  and  Hufty  of  that  city,  have  received  by  the  Great 
Western,  applications  from  the  extensive  rail  road  com- 
panies in  England,  for  a supply  of  locomotive  engines. 
This  fact  speaks  volumes,  and  is  the  more  gratifying 
from  the  fact  that  the  gentlemen  of  that  firm  have  ne- 
ver taken  a single  step  towards  introducing  their  en- 
gines in  that  country,  in  any  way  whatever.  The  ap- 
plication is  the  result  of  the  high  character  their  en- 
gines have  acquired  for  their  superiority  and  efficiency 
in  this  country. 

The  New  York  American  announces,  on  good  au- 
thority, that  M.  Calderon  dela  Barca,  who  exercises  the 
functions  of  Spanish  minister,  until  his  successor  shall 
be  received  and  accredited  by  the  president,  has  for- 
mally demanded  the  surrender  to  the  Spanish  authori- 
ties, of  the  Amistad,  her  cargo  and  the  alleged  slaves. 

At  the  New  York  fair  of  the  Mechanics’  institute, 
there  is  a case  of  locks  from  the  factory  of  Mackrell 
and  Richardson.  Among  others  it  contains  one  of 
Rolf’s  patent  locks.  A check  for  $200  is  deposited 
with  one  of  the  managers  of  the  fair  for  the  benefit  of 
any  person  who  will  pick  this  lock. 

Lower  Canada.  The  trial  of  Jalbert,  at  Montreal, 
was  concluded  on  Friday,  so  far  as  the  counsel  and 
witnesses  were  concerned.  The  jury  had  not  agreed 
on  Monday  morning,  and  were  nor  likely  to  agree. 
The  Montreal  Herald  says  nine  were  for  acquitting  and 
three  for  convicting — the  nine  being  French  Canadians. 
On  Saturday,  application  was  made  to  the  court  by 
one  of  the  jurors,  for  leave  to  take  some  refreshment, 
as  he  was  so  faint  that  he  could  not  longer  dispense 
with  it.  After  consultation  for  an  hour  the  court  grant- 
ed his  request.  The  jurors  were  to  have  one  meal  a 
day  until  the  close  of  the  term  on  the  10th,  when,  if 
they  still  could  not  agree,  they  would  be  discharged. 

[N.  Y.  Com.  Adv. 

The  Harrisburg  Reporter  states  that  the  town  coun- 
cil of  that  borough  have  finally  adopted  the  plan  re- 
commended by  E.  F.  Gay,  esq.  for  the  introduction  of 
an  abundant  supply  of  pure  water  from  the  Susque- 
hanna river.  The  cost  of  the  improvement  will  be 
about  $73,000, — a sum  of  no  account  when  its  expen- 
diture will  accomplish  an  object  of  so  much  importance 
to  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  inhabitants. 


It  is  stated  in  the  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce 
that  the  captain  of  a slave  schooner  owned  in  Matan- 
zas  by  an  American  and  Italian,  put  into  Porto  Rico 
a short  time  since,  sold  his  load  of  negroes  and  Swart- 
wouted  with  the  money,  about  $70,000.  The  owmers 
have  no  redress. 


The  Buffalo  papers  state  that  the  trade  of  that  place 
is  assuming  a most  favorable  aspect.  Merchandise  is 
said  to  be  pouring  in,  and  every  conveyance  is  full  of 
passengers.  The  lake  companies  have  ordered  on  the 
tine  many  of  the  boats  which  were  temporarily  laid  up. 
Three  were  to  depart  daily  for  the  west,  one  of  which 
for  the  upper  lakes — the  others  to  go  no  fartheV  than 
Detroit.  This  measure  became  necessary,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  increase  of  travel,  and  the  accumulation 
of  merchandise  in  the  hands  of  forwarders.  The 
number  of  emigrants  now  passing  through  that  place 
is  greater  than  at  any  period  this  season.  They  are 
principally  destined  for  Cincinnati  or  St.  Louis.  The 
European  emigrants,  as  a body,  avoid  Michigan  and 
Wisconsin — very  few,  other  than  New  Englanders  go 
there;  the  latter  territory  being  more  congenial  to  the 
eastern  emigrant’s  notions  of  climate,  mineral  wealth 
and  agricultural  resources. 

Letters  from  Havana,  Aug.  22,  state  that  the  Eng- 
lish packet  from  Vera  Cruz  had  arrived  with  the  yel- 
low fever  on  board,  and  about  $1,600,000  in  specie, 
wh  ch,  it  is  presumed,  will  soon  be  in  the  vaults  of  the 
Bank  of  England.  Letters  also  speak  of  the  losses  on 
the  shipment  of  produce  from  that  place  to  England. 

A correspondent  of  the  New  York  Gazette  has  de- 
voted some  of  his  leisure  hours  to  the  counting  of  the 
names  of  twenty  of  the  most  numerous  class  in  the 
New  York  Directory.  The  following  is  his  report: 


1.  Smith, 

2.  Brown, 

3.  Clark, 

4.  Williams, 

5.  Taylor, 

6.  Johnson, 

7.  Miller, 

8.  Moore, 

9.  Jones, 

10.  Thompson, 


572 

276 

192 

155 

154 

151 

148 

145 

143 

135 


11.  White, 

12.  Wood, 

13.  Davis, 

14.  Martin, 

15.  Wilson, 

16.  Hall, 

17.  Anderson, 

18.  Lawrence, 

19.  Allen, 

20.  King, 


120 

118 

113 

111 

Ilf 

102 

1U0 

99 

91 

87 


Total,  3,121 

The  directory  contains  38,800  names. 

Drought  in  the  west.  From  a scries  of  metereologi- 
cal  observations  made  at  Woodward  college,  by  Dr. 
Ray,  it  appears  that  the  quantity  of  rain  which  fell  at 
Cincinnati  during  the  late  month  of  August,  was  only 
59  hundredths  of  an  inch.  It  is  added  that  during  a 
period  of  five  years  there  has  not  been  so  small  a quan- 
tity of  rain  for  the  same  length  of  time;  the  pastures 
look  as  if  they  had  been  scorched  by  fire;  the  wells 
anil  springs  are  unusually  low,  and  in  many  places 
almost  entirely  dried  up, 
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The  hon.  Albert  G.  Harrison,  a member 
elect  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United 
States,  from  Missouri,  died  at  his  residence  near 
Fulton,  Gailaway  county,  on  the  7th  inst.  He  was 
much  esteemed  in  private  life  for  his  social  virtues 
and  enjoyed  the  entire  confidence  of  his  political 
friends. 

Death  of  Mathew  Carey.  It  is  with  feel- 
ings of  no  ordinary  grief  that  we  announce  the  death 
of  the  esteemed  philanthropist,  Mathew  Carey,  esq. 
He  died  on  Monday  evening,  between  eleven  and 
12  o’clock,  at  his  residence  in  Walnut  street. 

Mr.  Carey  has  filled  so  large  a space  in  the  pub- 
lic regard,  that  notwithstanding  his  great  age,  his 
loss  will  be  extremely  felt,  and  generally  mourned, 
lor  he  was  loved  as  well  as  known. 

Mr.  Carey  was  a native  of  Ireland,  but  came  to 
this  country  and  this  city  shortly  after  the  revolution, 
where  the  use  of  his  talents  and  his  unfailing  in- 
dustry acquired  for  him  respect  and  wealth.  As  the 
author  of  the  “Olive  Branch,”  published  during  the 
last  war  with  Great  Britain,  Mr.  C.  won  the  re- 
spect of  the  moderate  of  all  parties,  and  aided  in 
diffusing  a spirit  of  patrotism  and  party  forbear- 
ance, that  was  most  beneficial  to  the  cause  of  the 
nation. 

When  the  subject  of  protecting  the  manufactures 
of  the  country  was  made  a matter  of  public  consi- 
deration and  discussion,  Mr.  Carey  took  sides 
warmly  with  those  who  would  support  home  in- 
dustry. Having  then  withdrawn  from  active  bu- 
siness, he  devoted  all  his  time,  his  energies,  and 
his  extensive  reading  to  the  promotion  of  the  cause 
in  which  he  had  enlisted,  and  few  can  imagine  the 
large  pecuniary  expenditures  to  which  he  submitted 
in  furtherance  of  the  cause  of  manufactures. 

The  question  of  “internal  improvement”  early 
arrested  his  attention,  and  seeing  at  once  how  much 
Pennsylvania  must  lose,  by  neglecting  to  develope 
her  resources,  and  how  much  she  must  profit  by  ca- 
nals, he  entered  heart  and  hand  (he  never  did  things 
by  halves)  into  the  work,  wrote  pamphlets  and  es- 
says, corresponded  with  citizens  of  the  interior,  an- 
swered their  objections,  stirred  up  the  people,  and 
was  one  of  the  promoters  of  and  delegates  to  the 
convention  at  Harrisburg,  which  was  a cause  of 
Pennsylvania’s  becoming  a state  of  rail  roads  and 
canals. 

Few  projects  that  had  for  their  object  public  good 
lacked  the  countenance,  support  and  pecuniary  con- 
tributions of  Mr.  Carey — he  delighted  in  doing 
good,  and  seemed  only  happy  in  the  success  of  ef- 
forts to  promote  public  benefit  or  private  happiness. 

But  large  as  were  Mr.  Carey’s  exertions,  and  li- 
beral as  were  his  expenditures  for  objects  of  public 
or  social  advantage,  the  streams  of  private  charity 
were  continually  flowing  from  his  hand,  and  his  list 
of  pensioners  seemed  to  have  swelled  to  a number 
that  was  almost  beyond  the  means  of  individual 
bounty,  yet  none  went  empty  away.  The  cry  of 
the  poor,  the  widow,  and  the  orphan,  was  never  in 
vain  at  his  door;  he  had  a hand  open  as  day  to  melt- 
ing charity. 

Mr.  Carey  regarded  with  deep  interest  the  efforts 
of  the  young  in  business,  and  never  failed  to  lend 
his  aid  to  those  who  asked  his  advice,  and  evinced 
deservings  of  his  approval  and  assistance;  and  many 
who  now  mourn  his  departure,  feel  that  the  comforts 
which  they  enjoy  have  been  multiplied  by  [be  early, 
the  confiding  generosity  of  a man  who  would  not 
live  to  himself,  who  knew  nothing  of  pleasure  that 
included  not  others  in  its  causes. 

We  enter  not  the  sanctity  of  domestic  bereave- 
ment, but  we  may  say  that  thousands  will  mourn  a 
friend  and  benefactor,  with  a grief  scarcely  less  than 
that  which  will  be  felt  by  his  immediate  kindred. 

The  funeral  of  the  venerable  Mathew  Carey  took 
place  Wednesday  afternoon.  We  do  not  remember  to 
have  seen  before  in  this  city,  so  many  persons  at- 
tend a funeral.  Not  only  was  the  procession  of  an 
unparalleled  length,  but  the  streets  from  Eleventh 
to  Fourth  sheet,  were  crowded  with  persons  of  both 
sexes  and  all  ages,  whose  serious  deportment  gave 
testimony  of  the  high  respect  in  which  they  held  the 
memory  of  the  good  man,  whose  obsequies  were 
then  to  be  celebrated. 

Several  of  the  societies  of  which  Mr.  Cafey  had 
been  a member  walked  in  procession.  The  “Asso- 
ciation of  the  friends  of  Ireland,”  the  military  com- 
pany, the  Montgomery  Hibernia  Greens,  the  typo- 
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graphical  association,  and  other  societies.  St.  Mary’s 
church  was  crowded  with  people,  most  of  whom  had 
entered  before  the  procession  had  arrived.  The  fu- 
neral service  was  performed  by  the  rev.  Dr.  Barron, 
who  gave  a short  address  upon  the  services  perform- 
ed and  an  exhortation  to  the  audience  to  be  ready 
for  the  change  which  had  come  upon  him,  whose 
funeral  they  were  attending.  The  body  was  placed 
in  the  family  vault  of  the  church  yard. 

Occasions  will  present  themselves  for  reference  to 
the  virtues  of  Mr.  Carey,  and  the  bright  examples 
which  his  life  presents  of  honorable  conduct,  firm 
friendship,  and  enlarged  benevolence. 

Thousands  followed  Mr.  Carey  to  the  grave  with 
grief  lor  his  loss,  and  reverence  for  his  worth;  but 
more  mourned  in  unobtrusive  silence,  their  friend 
and  benefactor.  [ Philadelphia  U.  S.  Gazelle. 

From  South  America.  Mr.  S.  Sweetser, 
consul  of  the  United  States,  at  Guayaquil,  in  the/e- 
public  of  Ecuador,  has  arrived  in  Washington  .city. 
He  is  the  bearer  of  the  treaty  which  has  beef  late- 
ly negotiated  by  J.  C.  Pickett,  esq.  the  charge 
d’affaires  of  this  government  near  that  of  Peru.  This 
treaty  will  be  submitted  to  the  senate  at  its  next 
session,  for  their  advice  and  consent  to  its  ratifica- 
tion. 

Mr  Pickett  sailed  from  Guayaquil  on  the  6th  of 
July  for  Lima,  the  capital  of  Peru.  He  embarked 
in  the  United  States  corvette  Lexington,  which  had 
been  despatched  for  that  object.  He  probably  reach- 
ed Lima  on  the  1st  of  July.  Mr.  Pickett’s  health 
had  suffered  somewhat  from  the  low  temperature  of 
Quito,  the  capital  of  Ecuador,  where  he  had  resided 
several  months. 

General  Santa  Cruz,  the  late  protector  of  the  Peru 
Bolivian  confederation,  was  residing  at  Guayaquil. 
General  Orbegoso,  the  late  president  of  north  Peru, 
was  also  there.  There  are  w'ilh  these  ex-presidents, 
fifteen  or  twenty  general  officers,  who  have  taken 
refuge  at  Guayaquil,  since  the  defeat  of  general  San- 
ta Cruz.  Among  the  number  are  generals  Miller 
and  Moran.  [Globe. 

Panama,  July  15.  The  congress  of  New  Grena- 
da closed  its  session  on  the  29th  of  May.  Among 
the  acts  more  especially  interesting  to  the  Isthmus, 
are  the  following:  postponing  the  payment  of  im- 
port, excise  and  road  duties,  half  for  six  months,  and 
the  remainder  for  twelve;  authorising  the  president 
of  the  republic  to  contract  with  two  topographical 
engineers  to  make  a description  of  Grenada,  draft- 
ing a general  chart  of  the  whole  of  it,  and  a geogra- 
phical map  of  each  of  its  provinces;  granting  the 
privilege  of  opening  a road  which  shall  connect  the 
cantons  of  Alange  and  Bocas  del  Toro;  exempting 
for  four  years,  vessels,  whether  national  or  foreign, 
which  may  come  to  this  port,  from  entrance,  an- 
chorage and  tonnage  duties;  exempting  from  import, 
excise  and  road  duties,  the  natural  products  of  Boli- 
via, Peru,  Mexico  and  Central  America  and  also  the 
following  manufactured  goods,  viz:  straw  hats,  bai- 
zes, tccuyos,  xergas,  (coarse  friezes)  and  pellones 
(robes  ot  skin  and  fur);  exempting  from  export  du- 
ty,  gold  in  dust,  bullion,  or  manufactured  articles; — 
and  silver  in  bars,  (the  form  of)  pine  apples  or 
manufactured  articles, — provided  said  metals  are 
the  product  of  the  provinces  of  the  Isthmus  or  coun- 
tries other  than  New  Grenada;  erecting  a govern- 
ment depot  at  Porto  Bello,  with  the  same  privileges 
which  pertain  to  other  government  depots  in  the 
republic  exempting  from  postage  correspondence 
passing  the  Isthmus  to  friendly  governments  and 
their  diplomatic  and  consular  agents. 

[Journal  of  Commerce. 

The  barque  Madonna,  captain  Wise,  arrived  at 
New  York  on  Wednesday  night,  having  left  Maldo- 
nado on  the  1st  of  July. 

Captain  Wise  reports,  that  on  the  day  before  he 
left  Maldonado,  intelligence  was  received  of  an  en- 
gagement which  took  place  between  the  partizans 
of  general  Oribe,  the  late  president,  and  a party 
headed  by  Rivera,  the  present  president.  The  for- 
mer, about  two  hundred  in  number,  were  dispersed, 
a few  being  killed  on  both  sides.  Notwithstanding 
this  success,  it  was  the  general  opinion,  Rivera 
could  not  long  retain  possession  of  the  government, 
as  he  was  becoming  very  unpopular. 

Advices  from  Montevideo  July  20,  mention  the 
conclusion  of  peace  between  the  Oiiental  republic 
and  Buenos  Ayres,  after  a war  of  four  months,  in 
which  we  believe  one  or  two  lives  were  lost. 


A Montevideo  letter  of  the  2d  July,  published  in 
the  Journal  of  Commerce,  says: 

There  are  now'  about  1,000  men,  principally  per- 
sons who  have  been  driven  from  Buenos  Ayres,  at 
the  island  of  Martin  Garcia,  under  the  command  of 
general  Lavalle,  who  will  soon  make  an  attempt  to 
land,  which  he  would  have  done  ere  this,  but  the 
governor  of  this  republic  (Banda  Oriental)  has 
withdrawn  his  aid,  and  made  a separate  treaty  of 
peace  with  Rosas,  against  whom  he  declared  war 
about  four  months  since.  This  leaves  the  French 
without  the  aid  they  calculated  upon  from  this 
place,  and  I should  not  be  surprised  if  this  place 
should  be  visited  with  a blockade  also. 

Peru  tranquilized.  The  Journal  of  Com- 
merce states  on  the  authority  of  a letter  from  Ma- 
zatlan,  (Pacific)  July  31,  that  peace  had  been  es- 
tablished in  Peru,  and  that  l^amarra  would  proba- 
bly continue  president.  The  exploring  squadron 
were  at  Callao  on  June  23d,  to  leave  for  the  Sand- 
wich Islands.  The  United  States  brig  Boxer  was 
at  Mazatlan,  to  sail  for  New  York. 

Health  of  cities.  We  learn  from  the  Charles- 
ton Mercury  of  the  19th  inst.  that  on  the  day  pre- 
vious there  were  7 deaths  by  yellow  fever  reported 
—making  a total  for  the  week  of  23.  For  the  cor- 
responding week  of  last  year  the  total  of  deaths 
was  92,  of  wdiich  68  were  by  yellow  fever. 

In  New  Orleans  on  the  13th  inst.  the  interments 
at  the  Bayou  cemetery  were  17;  from  the  hospital 
6;  yellow  lever  9.  At  the  Catholic  cemetery  3 in- 
terments— none  of  yellow  fever.  At  the  American 
cemetery  2 interments — both  yellow  fever. 

The  New  Orleans  Bee  of  the  10th  instant  states 
that— “During  the  week  ending  on  the  8th  instant, 
140  new  cases  of  yellow  fever  were  admitted.  Of 

these,  60  were  cured,  56  died,  and  29  remained. 

For  the  week  preceding,  the  admissions  were  110; 
the  recoveries  84,  the  deaths  34.'  Compare  the  two 
statements  in  any  manner,  and  the  irresistible  con- 
clusion will  be  that  the  epidemic  has  become  more 
virulent  and  wide  spread.  The  number  of  new 
cases  has  been  greater,  the  recoveries  in  less  pro- 
portion, and  the  deaths  more  numerous  than  since 
the  announcement  of  the  disease.  The  fever  has 
evidently  been  making  steady  progress.  But  hos- 
pital practice  is  no  longer  a safe  and  unerring  guide 
to  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  city.  The  hospitals 
are  no  longer  the  exclusive  receptacles  of  the  indi- 
gent sick.” 

The  Mobile  Register  of  the  7th  contains  the  fol- 
lowing gloomy  notice  of  the  epidemic: 

“We  are  unable  to  note  any  change  for  the  bet- 
ter; on  the  contrary,  sickness  and  gloom  appear  on 
the  increase.  Most  of  the  stores  are  closed,  the 
post  office  is  not  opened  in  the  afternoon;  the  banks 
will  continue  business  only  two  hours  in  the  day, 
and  some  of  the  papers  have  concluded  to  publish 
weekly.  Our  own  force  is  cut  down  by  sickness, 
absence  and  death,  which  must  account  for  the 
state  of  our  columns.  Since  Sunday,  the  inter- 
ments number  100;  yesterday  23  were  reported; 
the  day  previous  18.” 

The  Natchez  Free  Traderof  the  10th  inst.  re- 
ports eight  interments  during  the  48  hours  by  the 
sexton  of  the  city;  more  than  have  generally  oc- 
curred by  the  month  for  a year  past.  Five  of  the 
interments  w'ere  from  the  hospital — four  decidedly 
yellow  fever;  three  having  originated  at  the  landing, 
and  one  received  from  New  Orleans.  Only  one  of 
the  three,  who  died  under  private  practice,  was  a 
case  of  the  yellow  fever,  and  that  was  from  our  city. 

Claims  on  Belgium.  The  Independent,  offici- 
al paper,  published  at  Brussels,  has  an  article  rela- 
tive to  the  claims  of  indemnity,  presented  by  the 
United  States  and  other  governments,  for  property 
destroyed  by  the  burning  of  the  depot  at  Antwerp 
during  the  seige  of  that  eity  in  1830.  The  Inde- 
pendent thinks  the  claims  must  be  met,  but  inti- 
mates that  Belgium  must  look  to  Holland  for  in- 
demnity in  return,  as  it  was  Holland  which  first 
commenced  hostilities  [W.  Y.  Jour  of  Com. 

The  Belgian  legation  begs  to  inform  the  editor  of 
the  Globe,  and  its  readers,  that  the  Belgian  paper 
Independent  is  not  an  official  paper,  as  was  stated  in 
the  Globe  of  Saturday  evening,  in  an  article  refer- 
ring to  certain  claims. 

Philadelphia,  September  16,  1839. 
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From  Bermuda.  Extracts  from  St.  Vincent,  | 
St.  Lucia,  and  Deinerara  papers  to  the  3d  instant,  | 
bring  melancholy  accounts  of  the  ravages  of  the 
yellow  fever.  At  fort  Charlotte,  in  the  tirst  men- 
tioned Island,  upwards  of  sixty  men  have  already 
died  of  it,  including  lieutenant  Hawker,  of  the  70th 
regiment.  At  Deinerara,  colonel  Dancy,  captain 
Bruce,  lieutenant  and  adjutant  Hopkins,  ensign 
Phipps  and  ensign  Dickenson,  had  fallen  victims  to 
the  disease,  together  with  a large  number  of  the 
soldiers.  So  great  was  the  mortality  that  it  was 
found  necessary  to  remove  the  troops  from  the  bar- 
racks. 

The  earthquake  felt  at  Barbadoes  on  the  2d  of 
August,  Was  also  felt  at  Demerara,  Grenada,  and  at 
St.  Vincent;  at  the  latter  place  it  continued  from  9 
to  10  seconds — vibration  nearly  east  and  west. 

From  Singapore.  The  ship  Jessore,  captain 
Henderson,  arrived  last  evening  from  Singapore, 
27th  of  April,  brings  us  papers  and  prices  current 
to  day  of  sailing — one  day  later  than  the  Singapore 
paper  brought  by  the  Great  Western. 

The  papers  are  filled  with  the  proceedings  at 
Macao,  respecting  the  opium  business.  The  Sin- 
gapore Free  Press  (extra)  of  the  26th  of  April,  re- 
marks on  the  intelligence  received  there,  that  “not- 
withstanding the  assurances  contained  in  the  impe- 
rial commissioner’s  proclamation,  serious  doubts  are 
expressed  as  to  the  future  security  of  the  lives  and 
property  of  foreign  residents  in  Canton,  even  after 
the  surrender  of  all  the  opium,  without  the  prompt 
assistance  of  the  British  government.” 

20,233  chests  of  opium,  estimated  at  two  millions 
of  pound  sterling,  had  been  delivered  up  to  the  Chi- 
nese. 

Opium.  Amongst  the  opium  delivered  up  to  the 
Chinese  government,  were  1,500  chests, ofthe  value 
of  about  one  million  of  dollars,  surrendered  by  Mr. 
Snow,  the  American  consul;  it  was  owned  on  Bri- 
tish account.  The  London  Times  says  that  the 
British  government  will  not  make  any  indemnifica- 
tion for  the  opium  surrendered.  The  value  of  the 
whole  which  has  been  given  up  must  amount  to 
$15,000,000.  It  will  all  be  destroyed  by  the  Chi- 
nese government.  The  annnal  crop  of  opium  in 
the  East  Indies  is,  we  believe,  of  the  value  of  about 
$40,000,000.  [ Providence  Jour. 


The  Africans  of  the  Amistad.  A corres- 
pondent of  the  Commercial  Advertiser,  writing  from 
Hartford,  gives  this  account  of  these  captives: 

I went  with  some  hundreds  of  others,  this  morn- 
ing, to  see  the  captives — paying  my  York  shilling, 
like  an  honest  man,  for  the  privilege.  The  non- 
sense that  has  been  written  about  them  is  awful. — 
The  sober  truth  is,  that  they  are  just  what  in  the 
south  would  be  called  a likely  lot  of  young  negroes; 
very  few  of  them  seeming  to  be  much  if  any  thing 
over  twenty. 

They  are  small,  not  averaging,  I should  think, 
more  than  five  feet  and  two  or  three  inches.  The 
“cannibal,”  or  “man  with  the  tusks,” is  a good-tem- 
pered looking  fellow,  and  I venture  to  say  never  ate 
a morsel  of  man’s  flesh  in  his  life.  His  “tusks”  are 
just  slightly  projecting  front  teeth,  such  as  I have 
seen,  scores  of  times,  in  the  mouths  of  white  peo- 
ple. Joseph,  or  Jinqua,  or  Shinquau,  or  Cinquez, 
is  of  superior  appearance  to  the  rest;  indeed  he  may 
be  called  a handsome  negro — with  a well-formed 
head,  symmetrical  features,  and  an  expression  both 
intelligent  and  agreeable.  When  conversing  with 
his  fellows,  or  trying  to  converse  with  the  white 
folks,  by  signs,  his  look  is  extremely  animated  and 
cheerful,  and  he  gesticulates  with  great  rapidity  and 
variety. 

When  not  so  occupied  his  expression  is  serious — 
even  melancholy — which,  I suppose,  is  not  to  be 
wondered  at.  When  he  was  brought  into  the  jail, 
yesterday,  the  others,  who  had  been  separated  from 
him  twenty-four  hours,  set  up  a great  shouting,  and 
crowded  about  him  with  vehement  rejoicings. 

Another  of  the  captured  Africans,  named  Bulwa, 
(or  Woolah)  died  on  Saturday  night.  This  is  the 
third  who  has  died  in  this  city,  and  the  thirteenth 
since  their  leaving  Havana.  One  more  remains 
sick  in  this  city,  and  others  having  been  removed 
to  Hartford  on  Saturday,  to  await  their  trial  on 
Tuesday,  the  17th  instant.  Several  are  still  affect- 
ed with  the  white  flux,  the  disease  which  has  proved 
fatal  to  so  many  of  them.  [New  Haven  Herald. 

Judge  Thompson  granted  a writ  of  habeas  cor- 
pus on  Wednesday  afternoon  on  affidavit  of  T. 
Sedgewick,  jr.  esq.  directing  the  marshal  to  bring 
into  court  the  three  girls  who  are  detained  as  wit- 
nesses. The  writ  was  made  returnable  on  the  fol- 
lowing day. 


From  Turkey.  We  take  pleasure  in  publish- 
ing the  following  extract  of  a letter  from  commo- 
dore David  Porter,  to  a friend  in  Chester,  dated, 
Smyrna,  June  26,  1839. 

“ Dear  sir:  I know  it  will  be  a satisfaction  to 
yon  to  hear  that  I have  arrived  safe,  particularly 
when  I inform  you  that  the  Archipelago  has  been, 
and  still  is  swarming  with  pirates.  The  English, 
French  and  Austrians  have  light  vessels  to  protect 
their  commerce — and  they  sail  reciprocally  under 
the  protection  of  these  respective  flags,  apparently 
as  a matter  of  national  courtesy  which  is  very  wil- 
lingly extended  to  one  another,  to  protect  life  and 
property  from  a class  of  wretches  who  are  properly 
defined  in  national  law,  “hostes  humani  generis. 

All  nations  derive  advantage  from  the  active 
vigilance  of  these  cruisers,  and  the  Americans,  it 
is  hoped,  will  ccJne  in  for  a share  of  the  honor  due 
those  who  stand  forth  as  the  guardians  of  national 
law. 

Canaries,  the  great  fire  ship  man,  is  out  with  a 
small  Greek  squadron,  and  is  carrying  destruction 
among  the  pirates — he  put  into  Soloniea  the  other 
day  with  several  of  their  boats  in  company,  and 
many  of  their  men  in  irons,  whom  he  captured 
near  Mount  Athos,  for  which  he  has  received  the 
thanks  of  the  Turkish  government,  and  deserves 
that  of  all  the  world — he  is  taking  them  to  Greece, 
to  be  tried — many  of  them  were  put  to  death  at  the 
time  of  capture.  [Upland  Union. 

Cherokees.  The  Little  Rock  (Arkansas)  Ga- 
zette of  the  26th  ultimo  says:  “We  have  received 
no  news  from  the  Indian  nation  for  the  last  week; 
but  every  thing  appears  to  be  quiet  there — both 
parties  are  in  council,  though  separate;  the  Ross 
party  at  the  head  waters  of  the  Illinois  river,  and 
the  Budge  party  at  the  mouth  of  the  same,  a dis- 
tance of  some  sixty  or  eighty  miles.  A wrong 
statement  is,  we  see,  going  the  rounds  in  the  New' 
York  papers,  as  to  the  murder  of  Ridge  and  Boudi- 
not,  which  should  be  corrected.  It  is  state  that  the 
Ross  and  Ridge  parties  had  a desperate  fight,  in 
which  Ridge  and  Boudinot  were  killed,  and  up- 
wards of  40  of  their  warriors.  This  is  a mistake. 
Ridge  and  Boudinot  were  way-laid  and  slain;  and 
no  fio’ht  has  taken  place  among  them,  and  none  is 
anticipated.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  thought  that  the 
two  parties  will  settle  their  difficulties  without  re- 
course to  arms.” 


The  slave  trade.  A confirmation  of  lord 
Brougham’s  statement,  that  the  cargoes  of  slave  ships 
captured  by  British  cruisers  are  disposed  of  in  the 
Brazils,  is  found  in  the  following  extract  from  a pri- 
vate letter  written  by  an  English  officer  at  Rio,  and 
published  in  the  Times  this  week. 

“Just  at  present  an  angry  demonstration  on  the 
part  of  the  slave  speculators  at  Rio,  principally  Por- 
tuguese, who  think  our  cruisers  have  lately  been  too 
active,  has  called  forth  an  order  from  the  commo- 
dore, that  when  on  shore  we  are  to  have  our  loins 
girded,  so  as  to  repel,  sword  in  hand,  I suppose,  any 
personal  or  national  insult  that  may  be  offered.  Into 
what  follies  does  John  Bull’s  philanthrophy  lead  him! 
There  are  nearly  a thousand  negroes  here  on  board 
the  different  vessels  captured  by  our  cruisers. 
These  poor  wretches,  of  both  sexes  and  all  ages,  af- 
ter having  undergone  the  formality  of  condemnation 
in  the  mixed  court,  will  be  allotted  to  whatever  mas- 
ters may  require  them  as  apprentices.  Once  located 
on  the  different  estates  and  intermixed  with  slaves, 
and  without  any  registry  by  which  they  can  be  dis- 
tinguished, you  can  easily  imagine  the  value  of  their 
indentures.  The  fact  is,  that  when  a slave  dies  an 
apprentice  replaces  him;  so  that  the  estates  are  kept 
stocked  with  slaves  through  the  zeal  of  our  aboli- 
tionists, without  putting  the  proprietors  to  the  ex- 
pense of  buying  them.”  [Colonial  Gazette. 

CoNSULATF.  GENERAL  OF  THE  BRAZILIAN  EM- 
PIRE. The  following  decree  is,  by  order  of  the  Bra- 
zilian government,  published  for  the  information  of 
all  whom  it  may  concern: 

decree 

Raising  the  duties  on  wines  and  liquors  of  foreign 
produce  imported  into  Brazil,  and  directing  the 
entry  of  liquids  and  wheat  flour,  during  the  finan- 
cial year  of  1839  to  1840. 

The  regent,  in  the  name  of  the  emperor,  Don  Pe- 
dro, 2d,  by  virtue  ofthe  authority  conferred  on  the 
government  by  the  twentieth  article  of  the  law  of 
the  20th  October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-eight,  number  sixty,  decrees  as  follows: 
Article  1st.  During  the  financial  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  thirty-nine,  to  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  forty,  all  the  wines  imported  into 
Brazil,  and  all  liquors  of  foreign  produce,  shall  pay, 
at  the  custom  house,  a duty  of  fifty  per  centum,  in- 
cluding therein  all  charges  to  which  such  articles 
were  subjected  until  the  present  time,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  those  of  storage.  See  additional.  All 
wines  and  liquors  being  the  produce  of  countries 


with  which  Brazil  has  existing  treaties,  are  exempt- 
ed from  the  foregoing  provisions. 

Jirlicle  2 d.  The  entry  of  liquids  in  general,  and 
of  wheat  flour  of  foreign  produce  shall  be  made  ac- 
cording to  the  prices  fixed  by  a weekly  valuation  to 
be  made  at  each  custom  house,  by  a committee  com- 
posed of  capable  persons,  of  whom  the  collector  of 
the  custom  house  shall  be  one. 

Candid  Baptista  de  Oliviera,  ofthe  council  of  his 
imperial  majesty,  minister  and  secretary  of  state  for 
the  foreign  affairs,  and  charged  ad  interim  of  Fi- 
nandes,  and  the  presidency  of  the  tribunal  ofthe  na- 
tional public  treasury,  will  so  understand  its  provi- 
sions and  cause  them  to  be  executed,  issuing  for 
that  purpose  the  necessary  orders. 

Palace  of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  May  6th,  1839,  18th 
year  of  the  independence  of  the  empire. 

Pedro  de  Aranjo  Lima, 

Candid  Baptista  de  Oliviera. 

New  York,  12 lit  Sept.  1839. 

[Signed],  Dionizio  de  Azevedo  dePecanha, 

Consul  general. 

Indiana.  The  following  shows  the  number  of 
votes  given  in  Indiana  in  1837  and  1839  in  the  se- 
veral congressional  districts,  and  the  increase  in 
each. 


Districts. 

1837. 

1839. 

Increase 

1st. 

9,011 

11,239 

2,228 

2d. 

10,615 

13,233 

3,118 

3d. 

10,107 

12,119 

2,012 

935 

4th 

11,148 

12,083 

5th 

11,482 

15,461 

3,979 

6th 

15,523 

17,9.99 

2,476 

7th 

14,106 

18,040 

3,934 

81,992 

100,674 

18,682 

The  votes 

for  members 

of  congress 

was  as  fol- 

lows: 

In  the  first  district — for  G.  H.  Proffit  (whig) 
6,008,  R.  D.  Owen  (ad.)  5,229. 

In  the  second  district — forj.  W.  Davis  (ad.)  6,516, 
S.  Ewing  (whig)  6,217. 

In  the  third  district — for  John  Carr  (ad.)  6,99S, 
W.  Graham  (whig)  5,121. 

In  the  fourth  district — for  G.  H.  Dunn  (whig) 
5,542,  for  H.  Smith  (ad.)  6,451. 

In  the  fifth  district* — for  James  Rariden  (whig) 
6,235,  McCarty  (ad.)  3,869,  Thompson  (ad.)  5,327. 

In  the  sixth  district — for  W.  W.  Wick  (ad.)  9,505, 
W.  Horord  (whig]  8,494. 

In  the  seventh  district] — for  T.  A.  Howard  (ad.) 
9,874,  T.  J.  Evans  (whig)  8,120. 

Judge  Wick.  The  Jacksonville  Illinoian  (a  whig 
paper)  says,  that  this  gentlemen  who  occupied  so 
many  positions  in  his  electioneering  campaign,  [in 
Indiana,  fora  seat  in  congress,]  has  now  come  out 
flat  footed,  and  announced  his  determination  to  vote 
for  a whig  speaker,  and  against  the  sub-treasury 
bill. 

The  fair  at  Castle  Garden.  The  New  Era  of 
Saturday  contains  a paragraph  in  reference  to  the 
German  silver  and  glass  W'are  placed  in  the  saloon  at 
Castle  Garden  as  specimens  of  American  manufac- 
ture, which  deserves  the  severest  reprehension.  It 
reads  thus: 

“There  is  quite  a display  of  glass  ware  and  arti- 
cles n^anufactured  from  German  silver;  but  as  these 
articles,  particularly  the  glass  w'are,  have  the  ap- 
pearance of  having  been  recently  imported  from 
Europe,  it  is  difficult  to  guess  what  business  they 
have  in  an  American  fair,  in  competition  with  do- 
mestic manufactures:” 

The  articles  in  question,  with  all  due  deference  to 
the  sagacity  which  discovered  marks  of  recent  im- 
portation on  Mr.  Delavan’s  tumblers  and  teapots, 
were  all  manufactured  in  this  country,  and  nearly 
all  in  this  city,  a fact  of  which  the  New  Era  man 
might  be  convinced  by  a host  of  affidavits,  w'ere  the 
game  worth  the  candle.  [New  York  Times 

Boston.  Boston  is  awake  to  all  that  can  adorn 
or  give  value  to  her  city,  as  the  following  para- 
graphs from  the  Boston  Post  indicate: 

“The  preparations  for  the  mechanics’  fair  are  go- 
ing on  vigorously.  An  arched  bridge  is  thrown 
across  merchants’  row,  connecting  Faneuil  Hall 
with  Faneuil  Hall  market.  The  whole  area  of  these 
two  buildings  will  thus  be  thrown  into  one  range 
of  spacious  halls.  Last  year  the  show  surpassed 
all  others  in  the  country.  This  year  it  will  surpass 
itself. 

“Trinity  church  now  presents  the  most  magnifi- 
cent interior,  perhaps,  of  any  church  in  the  United 

*One  township,  in  which  the  returns  were  made  too 
late,  gave  Rariden  22,  Thompson  6,  and  McCarty  2. 

tThe  vote  of  one  township  in  Elkhart  county  vvas 
excluded  in  consequence  of  the  illegal  return,  in  which 
gave  T.  A.  Howard  32  votes  and  T.  J-  Evans  14  votes. 
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States.  It  lias  been  painted  splendidly,  in  gothic 

stvle,  the  veils  in  block  and  the  ceiling  in  raised 

tile  touch,  The  pews  and  galleries  are  ol  English 

oak. 

“A  powerful  locomotive  for  the  Great  Western 
rail  road  was  drawn  from  the  Lowell  to  the  Worces- 
ter depot,  on  Saturday,  by  a team  of  eight  horses. 
It  was  manufactured  at  Lowell,  and  is  called  the 
Hampden.  The  Yankees  make  these  go-aheads  bet- 
ter than  the  English  can.” 

The  penny  postage  act.  The  following  is  a 
summary  of  this  important  bill: 

Sec.  1.  Every  letter  of  a given  weight,  to  be 
hereafter  determined,  one  penny;  with  a proportion- 
ate increase  lor  greater  weight.  Parliamentary 
franking  abolished. 

Sec.  3.  The  lords  of  the  treasury  are  authorised 
to  suspend,  wholly  or  in  part,  any  parliamentary  or 
official  privileges  of  sending  or  receiving  letters  by 
the  post  free  of  postage,  and  to  make  any  other  re- 
gulations 1'orthe  future  exercise  of  official  franking. 

Sec.  4.  Relates  to  the  two-penny  post  in  Lon- 
don and  Dublin,  and  leaves  it  to  the  lords  of  the 
treasury  to  say  whether  they  shall  be  continued,  or 
whether  the  rates  shall  be  reduced. 

Sec.  5,  6,  7 and  8.  Relates  to  stamp  papers. 

Sec.  t)  and  10.  Unimportant. 

Sec.  II  Authorises  the  lords  of  the  treasury  to 
make  any  reduction  they  may  consider  expedient  in 
the  allowance  to  masters  of  vessels  for  letters  con- 
veyed by  them. 

Sec.  12.  That  whenever  the  word  “letter”  is 
used  in  this  act,  it  shall  apply  equally  to  newspa- 
pers; but  not  so  as  to  deprive  newspapers  of  any 
privilege  they  now  possess  of  passing  free  of  post- 
age. 

Magnificent  project.  It  appears  by  an  ar- 
ticle in  the  Foreign  Quarterly  Review  that  one  of 
the  most  stupendous  schemes  of  modern  times  is  a 
projected  rail  road  from  Venice  to  Milan,  connect- 
ing the  seven  richest  and  most  populous  cities  of 
Italy  with  each  other,  Venice,  Padua,  Vicenza,  Ve- 
rona, Mantua,  Brescia,  and  Milan;  the  most  gigan- 
tic portion  will  be  the  bridge  over  the  Lagoons,  con- 
necting Venice  with  the  main  land.  The  length  of 
the  rail  road  will  be  166  Italian  (about  the  same  in 
English)  miles,  passing  through  a population  of 
half  a million,  viz:  Venice  120,000,  Padua  44,000, 
Vicenza  50,000,  Verona  46,000,  Mantua  34,000, 
Brescia  22,000,  and  Milan  180,000  inhabitants,  to 
which  may  be  added  20,000  foreigners  in  Venice 
and  Milan. — It  is  calculated  the  transport,  when 
completed,  will  average  1,800  persons,  1,500  tons 
of  goods,  aud  1,000  tons  of  coals  daily. 

The  American  minister  at  Vienna.  Our 
readers  may  recollect  a letter,  four  or  five  months 
ago,  from  Mr.  Muhlenberg,  American  minister  at 
Vienna,  to  some  friend  in  Pennsylvania,  which  re- 
lated how  lie  astonished  the  natives  with  his  Ger- 
man, how  he  was  caressed  by  the  Austrian  grandees, 
and  various  other  matters  which,  in  the  fullness  and 
simplicity  of  his  heart,  he  poured  out  to  his  friends 
in  confidential  communing,  all  of  which  the  said 
friend  seeking  the  glorification  of  the  minister,  put 
into  the  newspapers.  This  indiscretion  of  the 
friend  not  only  went  nigh  to  make  the  minister  ridi- 
culous at  home,  but,  as  might  have  been  foreseen,  it 
has  placed  him  in  an  awkward  predicament  abroad. 
So  we  infer,  at  least,  from  an  extract  of  a letter  from 
Vienna,  under  date  of  the  2d  of  July,  which  ap- 
pears in  the  “Anzeiger  des  Westens”  of  St.  Louis, 
and  which,  translated,  is  as  follows:  \_Nut.  Int. 

“The  North  American  envoy,  Mr.  Muhlenberg, 
finds  himself  placed  in  a very  unpleasant  situation, 
on  account  of  the  awkward  expressions  of  some  of 
the  Ameiican  papers  in  relation  to  some  high  per- 
sons here,  which  expressions  are  ascribed  to  the  in- 
discreet use  made  of  the  envoy’s  private  correspon- 
dence.” 

The  sultana  mother.  The  sultana  Valide, 
mother  of  Abdul  Medjid  possesses  in  that  character 
immense  influence.  According  to  the  Mahometan 
rule,  she  is  almost  considered  holy,  and  every 
Mussulman  has  the  right  of  appeal  to  her.  Even 
the  wives  of  the  sultan  are  compelled  to  treat  her 
with  veneration,  and  to  kiss  the  hem  of  her  gar- 
ment whenever  she  appears.  She  alone  has  the 
right  ot  appearing  unveiled,  but  no  person  must 
look  at  her  in  the  face.  She  has  a deliberative  voice 
in  the  council  of  the  state,  and  all  true  Mussulmen 
are  accustomed  to  pay  a blind  obedience  to  her. — 
She  is  said  to  be  an  ambitious  and  capricious  wo- 
man, and  to  have  already  interdicted  access  to  her 
palace  to  1,200  persons,  Rayas,  Turks  and  Franks. 
The  sultan  appears  in  public  almost  daily,  visiting 
in  preference  all  the  places  his  father  took  delight 


in.  He  is  very  accessable,  speaks  with  kindness  t > 
all  who  anproach  him,  whatever  be  their  rank,  and 

is  highly  popular. 

The  Constantinople  correspondent  of  tiie  Sema- 
phore gives  the  following  description  of  a scene  of 
oriental  splendor  not  often  witnessed  even  in  “the 
city  of  the  sultan.”  [ The  Corsair. 

The  sultana  mother,  Valide,  wishing  to  give  to 
give  to  the  ladies  of  Mines,  Duz.  the  directors  of 
the  mint,  a testimony  other  esteem,  invited  them  to 
the  imperial  palace,  to  be  present  at  the  entrance 
other  son  into  the  seraglio.  The  ladies  were  con- 
veyed by  the  private  barges  of  the  sultana,  and  re- 
ceived with  kindness  very  rarely  shown  by  Turkish 
chiefs  towards  their  Christian  subjects.  From  the 
threshold  of  the  Gynecanim  to  the  principal  room, 
the  floor  was  covered  with  the  richest  brocaded 
stuffs  and  splendid  cachmeres  for  the  young  padisha 
of  the  Osmanlis  to  walk  over,  to  a magnificent 
chair  or  throne  embroidered  with  pearls,  rubies  and 
emeralds. 

The  sultana  mother  approached,  and  with  inyo- 
cations  to  God,  gave  her  blessing  to  her  son.  Next 
came  the  sultana  Isma,  his  aunt,  who  presented 
him  with  a young  female  slave,  a gift  with  which 
Abdul  Medjid  appeared  to  be  much  gratified,  and 
placed  the  girl  upon  a seat  as  nearly  as  rich  as  his 
own.  A thousand  slaves  came  in  tuna,  and  pros- 
trated themselves  at  the  feet  of  the  sultan.  During 
the  ceremony,  young  Circassian  girls  showered 
handfuls  of  sequins  in  the  apartment  in  such  profu- 
sion that  it  became  difficult  to  walk  in  it,  the  feet 
slipping  from  treading  on  them.  When  all  the  fair 
recluses  of  the  harem  had  paid  their  tribute  of  ho- 
mage to  the  sultan,  Mines.  Duz  did  the  same,  and 
afterwards  attempted  to  kiss  the  feet  of  her  who  had 
become  the  companion  of  the  grand  seignor,  but 
she  resisted  until  the  sultana  Valide  desired  her  to 
accept  the  act  of  homage,  as  being  due  to  her  sta- 
tion. She  then  submitted,  but  with  a timidity  which 
made  the  sultan  smile.  On  taking  leave  of  the  sul- 
tana Valide,  Mines.  Duz  each  received  a sal- 
ver of  silver  gilt,  with  six  stands  for  cups  in 
chased  gold,  enriched  with  diamonds,  and  a caso- 
lette  for  perfume,  of  the  same  metal.  The  sultana 
also  presented  to  all  a handkerchief,  containing 
1,000  piastres  in  gold  coin,  recommending  that  they 
should  be  carefully  preserved,  in  commemoration  of 
the  acccession  of  their  sovereign  to  the  throne.” 

Missionary  contributions.  We  find  the 
amount  received  by  the  Protestant  societies  for  the 
support  of  foreign  and  domestic  missions  to  be  as 


follows; 

American  board  of  commissioners  for  fo- 
reign missions,  for  year  ending  July 
31st,  $241,688 

Baptist  board  of  foreign  missions,  for  year 
ending  in  April,  110,190 

Presbyterian  board  of  foreign  missions,  for 
year  ending  in  May,  62,979 

Episcopal  board  of  foreign  missions,  for 
year  in  June,  29,153 

Moravians  in  year  1338,  11,852 

Methodist  Foreign  missionary  society  for 

the  year  ending  in  May,  90,348 

Smaller  foreign  mission  societies,  10,000 

American  home  missionary  society  for 
the  past  year,  82,564 

Methodist  domestic  missions,  45,174 

Presbyterian  do.  41,759 

Episcopal  do.  38,444 

Baptist  do.  18,730 

Minor  operations  estimated,  10,000 

Total  for  foreign  missions,  5-57,210 

Total  for  domestic  missions,  236,661 

Amount,  $793,871 


To  this  amount  should  of  course  be  added  the 
sums  contributed  through  the  medium  of  Bible  and 
Tract  societies,  since  their  funds  are  applied  to  a 
considerable  extent  to  the  spread  of  Christianity 
among  pagan  nations  through  the  intervention  of 
the  missionaries. 

It  should  be  remembered  that  these  contributions 
may  be  and  undoubtedly  are  wise  even  on  the  score 
of  secular  policy.  They  tried  to  do  away  war,  that 
most  expensive  of  all  national  enterprizes;  to  fur- 
nish the  materials  and  rouse  the  spirit  of  commerce, 
and  to  multiply  the  sources  of  human  happiness. 

[A7or//t  American. 

Morals  of  London.  The  population  of  Lon- 
don (including  the  cities  of  London  and  Westmin- 
ster, and  the  boroughs  of  Marylebone,  Finsbury, 
Tower  Hamlets,  Southwark  and  Lambeth)  is 
1,610,868. 

Of  these  it  is  estimated  that  one-half,  or  805,434, 
are  capable  of  attending  public  worship. 


Within  the  same  limits  there  are,  among  all  de- 
nominations, 660  places  of  worship,  capable  of  ac- 
commodating 517,614  people. 

It  is  estimated  that  on  the  average  about  three- 
fifths  of  the  seats  are  occupied.  This  gives  252,570 
as  the  whole  number  of  persons  attending  public 
worship  at  any  one  time,  and  552,864  as  the  number 
of  adults  who  are  capable  of  attending,  and  are  ne- 
glecting it;  a number  greater  than  the  whole  popu- 
lation, young  and  old,  in  the  South  Sea  islands  at 
present  visited. 

Again:  within  these  limits  there  are  660  temples 
ot  the  living  God,  and  nearly  5,000  licensed  temples 
of  drunkenness  and  debauchery. 

Thirty  thousand  persons  are  annually  fined  as 
“drunk  and  disorderly;”  and  of  these  more  than 
one-third  are  females.  [Phil.  North  American. 


Steam  ships.  The  New  York  Herald  contains 
the  following  list  of  steam  ships  which  will  be  in 
operation  in  the  course  of  the  year  1841: 


Names 

Tons.  Power. 

Lenth.  Ports. 

Great  Western 

1340 

450 

236  Bristol  to  N.  York. 

British  ( 

Queen 

1870 

500 

276  London  do 

Liverpool 

1150 

463 

223  Liverpool  do 

New  York 

2000 

600 

200  do  do 

Uniied  King’m 

2000 

600 

000  London  do 

.President 

2500 

600 

Liverpool  do 

C.  ofN.  Y.  iron 

2500 

700 

Bristol  do 

S’mer,  Canard’s 

1100 

420 

London  to  Boston. 

do 

do 

1100 

420 

do  do 

do 

do 

1100 

420 

do  do 

do 

do 

1100 

420 

do  do 

do  Br 

. gov’t 

1000 

300 

Glasgow  do 

do 

do 

1000 

300 

do  do 

do 

do 

1400 

400 

Falmouth  or  South- 

do 

do 

1400 

400 

ampton,  to  the  West 

do 

do 

1400 

400 

Indies,  to  the  Gulf 

do 

do 

1400 

400 

of  Mexico,  to  South 

do 

do 

1400 

400 

America  and  to  the 

do 

do 

1400 

400 

Brazils,  also  from 

do 

do 

1400 

400 

Havana  to  N.Y ork. 

do 

do 

1400 

400 

keeping  the  entire 

do 

do 

1400 

400 

West  India  and  A- 

do 

do 

1400 

400 

merican  route  open 

do 

do 

1400 

400 

by  steam. 

do 

do 

1400 

400 

u u 

do 

do 

1400 

400 

U it 

do 

do 

1400 

400 

it 

do 

do 

1500 

500 

From  London  ei- 

do 

do 

1500 

500 

ther  to  Egypt  or  by 

do 

do 

1500 

500 

the  wav  of  Cape  of 

do 

do 

1500 

500 

Good  Hope  to  the 

do 

do 

1500 

500 

East  Indies. 

do  Fren.  gov’t  1200 

400 

Havre  to  NewYork 

do 

do 

1200 

400 

do  do 

do 

do 

1200 

400 

do  do 

do 

do 

1200 

400 

do  do 

do 

do 

1100 

400 

Brest  to  Brazil. 

do 

do 

1100 

350 

do  do 

do 

do 

1100 

350 

do  do 

do 

do 

1100 

350 

do  do 

do 

do 

1100 

350 

Bordeaux  to  V.  Cruz. 

do 

do 

1100 

350 

do  do 

42 

53,260  18,048 

Illinois  prairies. 

Prairie  is  a French  word. 

signifying  meadow,  and  is  applied  to  any  descrip- 
tion of  soil,  destitute  of  timber,  and  clothed  with 
grass.  The  great  peculiarity  of  the  prairies  is  the 
absence  of  timber,  in  other  respects  they  present  all 
the  varieties  of  soil  and  surface  that  are  found  else- 
where; some  are  of  inexhaustible  fertility;  others  are 
of  hopeless  sterility;  some  spread  out  into  the  vast, 
unbounded  plains,  others  are  undulating  or  rolling, 
perhaps  broken  by  hills.  In  general,  particularly 
in  Illinois,  they  are  covered  with  a luxuriant  growth 
of  grass. 

Those  strips  of  prairie  that  occur  along  the  mar- 
gins of  water  courses  are  commonly  denominated 
alluvial  or  wet  prairies.  They  are  for  the  most 
part  of  a black,  deep  and  very  friable  soil  of  exhaust- 
less  fertility,  and  contain  evident  marks  of  having 
been  the  most  recent  deposites  of  running  water. 
A strip  of  land  along  the  eastern  bank  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, below  the  mouth  of  the  Missouri,  known 
as  the  American  bottom,  is  perhaps  the  most  re- 
markable specimen  of  such  a prairie.  For  most 
agricultural  purposes,  these  are  considered  the  best 
of  soils;  but  are  ordinarily  too  tender  for  the  culti- 
vated grasses.  Yet  the  height  and  luxuriance  of 
their  native  grass  impress  the  beholder  with  asto- 
nishment. 

Another  kind  of  prairie,  covered  with  hazel  and 
a great  variety  of  flowering  shrubbery,  is  commonly 
termed  the  healthy  or  busy  prairie.  These  present 
a broken  and  uneven  surface,  and  abound  in  springs 
of  water.  They  usually  are  met  with  along  the 
skirts  of  timber  lands.  In  point  of  fertility,  they 
are  among  the  choicest  portions  of  soil.  Nowhere 
are  flowers  of  the  gayest  hue  and  sweetest  fragrance 
to  be  found  in  richer  profusion. 
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Such  tracts  seem  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  cul- 
ture of  the  vine. 

But  by  far  the  most  extensive  tracts  are  the  dry 
or  undulating  prairie.  [ Prairie  Beacon. 

Murdering  prisoners.  At  the  time  of  the  in- 
vasion of  Canada  at  Sandwich  from  Michigan,  it 
was  stated  that  after  the  defeat  of  the  “patriots,” 
two  of  the  prisoners  were  shot  in  cold  blood  by  or- 
der of  col.  Prince,  of  the  Canadian  militia.  The 
cowardly  outrage  excited  much  indignation  at  the 
time,  but  instead  of  two,  it  appears  that  the  blood- 
thirsty colonel  actually  caused  five  helpless  prison- 
ers to  be  shot  without  trial,  and  ordered  seven  more 
to  be  shot,  but  that  the  execution  of  the  latter  was 
prevented  by  the  interference  of  some  humane  per- 
sons present.  We  have  no  doubt  that  the  British 
government  will  yet  bring  this  colonel  Prince  to  pu- 
nishment. The  facts  have  been  ascertained  by  a 
committee  of  the  most  respectable  citizens  in  the 
vicinity  of  Sandwich,  some  of  whom  were  eye  wit- 
nesses of  the  bloody  deeds.  This  committee  has 
made  a detailed  report  which  has  been  published  in 
the  Canada  papers.  This  report  discloses  the  fol- 
lowing astounding  facts: 

“Before  leaving  the  field,  adjutant  Cheeseraan  of 
the  2d  Essex,  brought  up  a prisoner  whom  he  had 
taken.  He  surrendered  him  to  col.  Prince,  who  or- 
dered him  to  be  immediately  shot  on  the  spot,  which 
was  accordingly  done. 

“This  man,”  says  the  Examiner,  “was  first  shot  in 
the  shoulder,  and  severely,  though  not  mortally 
wounded;  a second  shot  carried  away  his  cheek, — 
a third  wounded  him  in  the  neck,  after  which  he  was 
bayoneted  to  death!  The  second  prisoner  (who  was 
wounded)  was  brought  into  the  town  of  Sandwich 
at  least  two  hours  after  the  engagement,  and  was  or- 
dered to  be  shot  on  the  spot.  It  was  afterwards  pro- 
posed to  give  him  ‘a  run  for  his  life,’  which  barba- 
rous proposition  was  acceded  to.  In  an  instant  a 
dozen  muskets  were  levelled  for  his  execution.  At 
this  moment  col.  Elliot  of  the  2d  Essex  exclaimed, 
‘d — n you,  you  cowardly  rascals,  are  you  going  to 
murder  your  prisoner!’  This  exclamation  for  one 
instant  retarded  the  fire  of  the  party,  but  in  the  next 
the  prisoner  was  brought  to  the  ground;  he  sprang 
again  to  his  feet  and  ran  round  the  corner  of  a fence, 
where  he  was  met  and  shot  through  the  head. 

“It  is  to  be  regretted  that  this  painful  affair  took 
place  in  the  most  public  street,  and  in  the  presence 
of  several  ladies  and  children. 

“This  man  was  a British  subject,  and  a resident 
of  London  district. 

“Another  prisoner  named  Dennison,  wounded  and 
unarmed,  taken  after  the  action,  was  brought  in  dur- 
ing the  morning.  Chas.  Elliot,  esq.  who  was  present 
when  col.  Prince  ordered  this  man  to  be  shot,  entreat- 
ed that  he  might  be  reserved  to  be  dealt  with  accord- 
ing to  the  laws  of  his  country;  but  colonel  Prince’s 
reply  was,  ‘d — n the  rascal,  shoot  him,’  and  it  was 
done!! 

“When  col.  Prince  reached  Windsor,  he  was  in- 
formed that  one  of  the  ‘brigands’  lay  wounded  in  the 
house  of  William  Johnson.  The  man,  whose  leg 
had  been  shattered  by  a ball,  had  been  removed  to 
Johnson's  for  surgical  assistance.  Col.  Prince  or- 
dered his  immediate  execution,  and  he  was  dragged 
out  of  the  house  and  shot  accordingly! ! ! 

“At  this  time  the  regulars  and  Indians  were  in  ad- 
vance of  col.  Prince.  The  enemy  had  escaped  from 
Windsor,  and  only  one  man  was  made  prisoner,  who 
presuming  that  he  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  Prince, 
made  an  earnest  appeal  lor  mercy,  to  which  captain 
Broderick,  an  officer  of  the  regulars,  nobly  replied, 
‘you  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  a British  officer!!’ 

“This  officer  left  his  prisoner  in  charge  of  a dra- 
goon. Col.  Prince  soon  after  came  up,  ‘ ordered  him 
to  be  taken  from  his  guard  and  shot,  which  was  done!!’ 

“We  learn  also  from  the  narrative  that  the  party 
of  Indians  who  were  sent  into  the  woods,  succeeded 
in  making  seven  prisoners.  When  they  brought  them 
out,  a cry  was  raised  bayonet  them!  but  Martin  one 
of  the  Indian  braves,  replied,  no,  ice  are  Christians! 
We  wilt  not  murder  them! 

“When  these  men  were  deiivered  to  col.  Prince, 
he  had  them  placed  in  a wagon,  and  when  it  reached 
an  open  spot  opposite  the  barracks,  commanded  the 
prisoners  to  be  taken  out  of  the  wagon  and  shot! 

“At  this  critical  moment,  Charles  Elliot  and 
Charles  Mercer,  esqrs.  the  rev.  Mr.  Johnson  and 
Samuel  James,  rushed  forward  and  entreated  colonel 
Prince  not  to  commit  murder  by  shooting  the  pri- 
soners, but  begged  him  to  leave  them  to  the  laws  of 
the  country.  In  making  this  appeal  Mr.  James 
made  use  of  this  emphatic  language:  ‘For  God’s 
sake,  do  not  let  a white  man  murder  what  an  Indian 
has  spared!’  Colonel  Prince  yielded,  remarking  that 
he  should  hold  Mr.  Elliott  responsible  for  his  inter- 
ference, as  his  orders  were  to  destroy  them  all.” 


The  empire  of  Great  Britain.  We  copy  the  fol- 
lowing to  show  our  readers  the  vast  extent  of  the  pow- 
er of  the  British  empire  as  illustrated  by  the  military 
stations  of  the  army  in  Europe,  Asia,  Africa  and 
America. 

STATIONS  OF  THE  BRITISH  ARMY. 


1st  Life  guards,  Regt’s 
Park, 

2d  Hyde  Park, 

Royal  horse  g’rds,  Wind- 
sor, 

1st  Drag,  g’rds,  Canada, 
York, 

2d  Glasgow, 

3d  Piershill, 

4th  Birmingham, 

5th  Nottingham, 

6th  Manchester, 

7th  Leeds, 

1st  Dragoons,  Sheffield. 

2d  Ballincollig, 

3d  Bengal,  Maidstone, 

4th  Bombay,  Maidstone, 
6th  Newbridge, 

7th  Hussars,  Mortreal, 
York, 

8th  Dundalk, 

9th  Lancers,  Ipswich, 

10th  Hussars,  Dorchester, 
11th  Light  drag.  Canter- 
bury, 

12th  Lancers,  Brighton, 
13th  Light  dragoons,  Mad- 
ras, 

14th  Hounslow,  [Maid- 
stone, 

15th  Husrs.  Bombay,  do. 
16th  Lancers,  Bengal,  do. 
17th  Dublin, 

Grenadier  guards  (1st  batt.) 

Portin.  st.  B. 

Do.  (2d  b.)  La  prairie. 

Do.  (3d  batt.)  St.  John’s 
Wood, 

Coldstream  g’rds.  (1st  batt). 

Wellington  barracks. 
Do.  (2d  bath  Quebec, 
Scotch  fusileer  g’rds.  (1st 
batt.)  Tower, 

Do.  (2d  battJSt.  Georg’s  B. 
1st  Foot  (1st  batt.)  Edin- 
burgh, 

Do.  (2d  batt.)  Montreal, 
Dev. 

2d  Bombay,  Chatham, 

3d  Bengal,  Chatham, 

4th  Madras,  Chatham, 

5th  Corfu,  Galway, 

6th  Bombay,  Chatham, 

7th  Kilkenny, 

8th  Halifax,  Guernsey, 

9th  Bengal,  Chatham, 

10th  Burnley. 

11th  W.  Henry,  L.  C. 
Chatham, 

12th  Mauritius,  Newtown 
13th  Bengal,  Chatham, 

14th  Barbadoes,  Brecon, 
15thIsle-aux-Nois.  De- 
vonpt, 

16th  Bengal,  Chatham, 

17th  Bombay,  Chatham, 
18th  Ceylon,  Portsmouth, 
19th  Dublin, 

20th  Stockport, 

21st  Madras,  Chatham, 

22 d Dublin, 

23d  Halifax,  N.  S.  Castle- 
bar, 

24th  Montreal,  Portsmouth, 
25th  Devonport, 

26th  Bengal,  Chatham, 

27th  Cape  of  G.  Hope, 
Dover, 

28th  N.  S.  Wales,  Chat- 
ham, 

29th  Bristol, 

30th  Bermuda,  Sunderland 
31st  Bengal,  Chatham, 

32d  London,  U.  C.  Farm, 
33d  Gibraltar,  Carlisle, 

34th  Amherstburgh,  U.  C. 
Cork, 

35th  Mauritius,  Stirling 
Castle, 

36th  Halifax.  N.  C.  Tralee, 
37th  Halifax,  N.  C.  Spike 
island, 

33th  Euniskillen, 

39th  Madras,  Chatham, 

40ih  Foot,  Bombay,  do. 


41st  Madras,  Chatham, 
42d  Limerick, 

43d  Drummondville,  Up. 
Ca.  Dover, 

44th  Bengal,  Chatham, 
45th  Windsor, 

46th  Gibraltar,  Devonport, 
47th  Malta,  Jersey, 

48th  Gibraltar,  Limerick, 
49th  Bengal,  Chatham, 
50th  N.  S.  Wales,  Chat- 
ham, 

51st  Sydney,  Chatham, 
52d  Barbadoes,  Tyne- 
mouth, 

53d  Corfu,  Nass. 

54th  Madras,  Chatham, 
55:h  Madras,  Chatham, 
56th  Jamaica,  Charles  fort, 
57th  Madras,  Chatham, 
58th  Portsmouth,  Temple- 
more, 

59th  Mala,  Nenagh, 

60th  Rifles,  (1st  battalion) 
Zante,  Dublin, 

Do. (2d  batt.)  Corfu,  Ports- 
mouth, 

61st Ceylon,  (or  home), 
Clonmel, 

62d  Madras,  Chatham, 
63d  Madras,  Chatham, 
64th  Jamaica,  Londonder- 

„ ry> 

65th  Sorel,  Fethard, 

66th  St.  Jean,  L.  Can, 
Cork, 

67th  Barbadoes,  Gosport, 
68th  Jamaica,  Waterford, 
69th  Woodstock,  N.  B. 
Younghall, 

70th  St.  Vincent’s,  Clare 
Castle, 

71st  L’Acadie,  Buttevant, 
72d  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
Dundee, 

73d  Brentford,  U.  C.Cork, 
74th  St.  Lucia,  Paisley, 
75th  Cape  of  G.  Hope, 
Dublin, 

76th  Berbice,  Drogheda. 
77th  Malta,  Armagh, 

78th  Glasgow, 

79th  Manchester, 

80th  N.  S.  Wales,  Chat- 
ham, 

81st  Gibraltar,  Chester, 

82d  Gibraltar,  Sheerness, 
83d"Kingston,  U.  C.  New- 
ton, T. 

84th  Portsmouth, 

85th  St.  Thomas’s  U.  Can. 

Plymouth, 

86th  Manchester, 

87th  Mauritius,  Boyle, 

88th  Templemore, 

89th  Trinidad,  Gosport, 
90th  Ceylon,  Chatham, 

91st  Cape,  Aberdeen, 

92d  Malta,  Birr, 

93d  Toronto,  Buttevant, 
94th  Ceylon,  Cork, 

95th  Ceylon,  Belfast, 

96th  Bolton, 

97th  Dublin, 

98th  Hull, 

99th  Athlone, 

Rifle  brig.  (1st  batt.)  Wee- 
don, 

Do.  (2d  batt.)  Woolwich 
Royal  staff'  corps,  Hythe 
Colonial  > corps. 

1st  West  India  regt.  £ 
Lucia, 

2d  Co.  Nassau  and  Hoi 
duras, 

Ceylon  rifle  regt.  Cevlon, 
Cape  mounted  refieme; 

Cape  Good  Hope, 
Royal  African  colonia 
corps,  Sierra  Leone, 
Royal  Newfoundland  vi 
teran  corps,  Newfoum 
land, 

Royal  Malta  fencible; 
Malta. 


ARRIVAL  OF  THE  BRITISH  QUEEN. 

NINE  DAYS  LATER  FROM  EUROTE. 

The  steam  ship  British  Queen  arrived  at  New 
York  yesterday,  at  2 o’clock  P.  M.  bringing  Lon- 
don papers  to  the  2d  instant  inclusive.  From  the 
Commercial  Advertiser,  Courier,  Journal  of  Com- 
merce and  American,  we  make  the  following  se- 
lections: 


The  British  Queen  brings  209  passengers,  includ- 
ing servants. 

In  money  matters  there  appears  to  have  been  no 
improvement  of  any  kind.  Cotton  was  active,  but 
had  declined  l-8d.  per  lb. 

Of  the  harvest  in  Great  Britain,  hopes,  not  tin- 
chiled  by  fears,  prevailed  that  it  would  yield  more 
than  an  average.  There  was  still,  however,  uncer- 
tainty on  the  subject;  and,  while  that  all  important 
matter  remains  uncertain,  there  can  be  no  general 
revival  of  confidence  or  business. 

From  about  the  10th  of  August  to  the  30th  the 
weather  was  generally  fine,  and  the  prices  of  bread- 
stuffs  was  declining.  On  Saturday  the  31st,  Sun- 
day, Monday  and  Tuesday,  when  the  Queen  sailed 
the  weather  was  stormy  and  cold,  and  she  had  si- 
milar weather  for  some  days  afterwards. 

A Liverpool  paper  of  the  2d  September  says: 

The  weather  has,  during  the  week,  been  with  but 
tew  exceptions  highly  favorable  for  gathering  in  the 
precious  fruits  of  the  earth.  Scarcely  a doubt  now 
exists  that  the  harvest  will  be  abundant  in  quantity 
and  excellent  in  quality. 

A Liverpool  letter  of  the  31st  August  says:  “The 
grain  harvest  is  nearly  finished  in  the  south  and 
midland  counties,  in  this  neighborhood  they  are  in 
the  midst  of  it.  The  weather  is  unsettled,  but  it  is 
expected  there  will  be  fully  an  average  crop,  and 
in  fair  condition.  The  grain  crop  controls  the  trade 
of  this  country. 

Another  Liverpool  letter  of  the  31st  August 
says: — 

The  weather  for  a week  past,  has  generally  been 
favorable  for  the  progress  of  the  harvest,  and  the 
corn  markets  continues  very  dull,  wfith  a decline  of 
about  10  per  cent,  on  most  descriptions  of  grain. — • 
Tlie  duty  on  flour  remains  at  6s.  5d.  per  bbl.  but 
next  week  it  will  probably  be  4s.  arid  remain  low 
for  a week  or  two;  but  from  present  prospects  it  will 
then  advance  and  go  to  12s.  per  bbl.  or  upwards  in 
a month  or  six  weeks.  It  was  expected  that  as  the 
anxiety  for  the  safety  of  the  harvest  subsided,  the 
money  market  would  gradually  become  more  easy, 
but  the  pressure  in  London  continues  unabated. 

A London  letter  says,  under  date  of  31st  August: 

“We  have  wet  weather  again,  which  if  it  con- 
tinues, will  affect  the  harvest,  as  only  about  half 
the  southern  and  none  of  the  northern  crops  are  yet 
received.  It  will  not  improve  the  money  market 
or  trade  generally.  Bank  interest  is  still  6 per  cent, 
and  in  many  instances  more  is  paid.  I am  told  that 
the  bank  is  about  to  issue  two  pound  notes,  and  I 
think  it  will  be  some  relief.” 

Extract  of  a London  letter,  dated 

London  2 d September,  evening. 

“Money  is  very  scarce  to-day,  and  funds  have 
fallen  I per  cent,  since  Saturday  31st.  Consols 
89  5 8. 

Wheat  has  risen  2s.  per  qr.  since  Friday’s  report, 
owing  to  the  prevalence  of  cold,  rainy  weather. 

Correspondence  of  the  Courier  4‘  Enquirer. 

London,  August  31sf,  1839. 

Since  the  departure  of  the  Great  Western  steam 
ship  affairs  have  generally  remained  in  a dull  and 
very  unimproving  state.  The  weather  has  been  not 
unfavorable  for  the  harvest,  and  some  portion  of  the 
crops  has  been  secured  in  the  southern  counties;  but 
on  the  average  of  the  kingdom,  the  reports  would 
lead  to  the  conclusion  that  only  a September  of  very 
extraordinary  heat  could  repair  the  effects  of  a sum-  , 
iner  of  so  much  cold  and  rain — and,  therefore,  that  | 
the  real  chances  now  are  that  the  whole  produce  of 
this  year  will  be  not  more  than  equal  to  that  of  1838 
— which  exhibited  a deficiency  of  about  20  percent.  I 
on  all  deseriptions  of  grain.  There  are  however, 
very  wide  differences  in  the  estimate  and  conjec- 
tures from  various  parts  of  the  three  kingdoms — 
some  describing  the  appearance  of  the  crops  as 
abundant  and  excellent  in  quality,  and  others  as  I 
backward  and  deficient  in  fullness  and  weight — the  j 
ture  probability  being,  that  as  the  summer  has  been 
so  similar  to  that  of  the  last  year,  the  final  result  of 
the  harvest  will  be  about  the  same. 

The  money  market  which  was  commencing  to 
exhibit  symptoms  of  improvement  at  the  time  of 
the  sailing  of  the  Great  Western,  has  again  relapsed  ! 
into  a condition  of  pressure  and  distrust.  The  pub- 
lication of  the  monthly  official  return  of  the  assests 
and  libilities  of  the  Bank  of  England  appeared  in 
the  Gazette  of  the  night  of  Friday  last,  and  to  the 
surprise  of  the  monetary  world,  exhibited  another  j 
large  diminution  of  the  bullion,  to  the  amount  of  no  | 
less  than  £520,000  within  the  preceding  month. 

They  have  since  been  largely  contracting  their 
discounts,  and  money  consequently  has  become  ex- 
ceeningly  difficult  to  be  obtained,  and  the  rates  of 
interest  higher  than  at  any  former  time.  Indeed, 
the  appearance  of  the  corn  market  is  such  that  the 
importations  of  foreign  wheat  are  expected  to  be 
continued  for  some  time  to  come,  and  hence  the  de- 
mand for  gold  may  almost  immediately  exhaust  the 
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comparatively  trifling  amount  remaining  at  the 
bank. 

The  present  prospect  is,  therefore,  that  the  pres- 
sure for  money  will  not  be  diminished,  unless  upon 
the  slender  chance  of  the  harvest  being  yet  so  full 
and  abundant  as  to  bring  down  the  value  of  corn  to 
a rate  which  would  occasion  the  closing  of  the  ports 
against  a trade  in  foreign  corn. 

American  stocks  were  wholly'-  unsaleable — a3  in- 
deed, in  any  event,  we  presume  they  will  be  for 
some  time  to  come. 

Price  of  American  slocks  in  London.  Aug.  31  si. 
Alabama  sterling  bonds  5 per  cent.  1859,  85. 
Illinois  6 percents,  1870,84. 

Indiana  5 per  cents,  1864,  72. 

Kentucky  6 per  cents,  1868,  92. 

Louisianastg.  bonds,5perc.  1844  to  1832  90a94. 
Massachusetts  sterling  5 percents,  1868,  103. 
New  York  state  5 per  cents,  1845  to  1860,  90  a 91. 
Pennsylvania  state  5 per  cents,  1854  to  1865,  87. 
U.  S.  Bank  shares  £22  12s.  2d.  £22  15s. 

New  York  city  stock  5 percents,  1851  to  1860,  80. 
Ohio  state  5 per  cents,  1850  to  1860,  90. 

A dreadful  affray  had  occurred  at  Eghain,  August 
20th,  between  a party  of  soldiers  and  the  thimble- 
rig gang.  Twelve  soldiers  who  were  left  behind 
after  the  main  body  had  retired,  were  severely  bea- 
ten. It  does  not  appear  that  any  lives  were  lost. 

The  northern  Bank  of  England  was  dissolved  by 
a vote  of  the  proprietors,  August  29th.  The  out- 
lines of  a new  bank,  to  be  called  the  Alliance  bank 
were  submitted  to  the  meeting. 

The  Paris  Commerce  publishes  a letter  from  St. 
Petersburg,  dated  the  14th  ult.  which  states  that  a 
conspiracy  had  been  discovered  among  the  officers 
of  the  first  corps  d’armee,  and  of  the  hussars  of  the 
imperial  guard,  in  consequence  of  which  numerous 
arrests  had  taken  place.  The  commanders  of 
both  corps  were  moreover  removed  and  placed  on 
half  pay. 

Prorogation  of  parliament.  On  Tuesday  Au- 
gust 26th  the  British  parliament  was  prorogued  by 
the  following  speech  from  the  throne: 

Her  majesty's  speech.  Her  majesty  then,  in 
her  own  very  happy  manner,  read  the  following 
speech: — 

“My  lords  and  gentlemen, 

“The  public  business  having  been  brought  to  a 
close,  I have  now  to  perform  tne  satisfactory  duty 
of  releasing  you  from  your  long  and  laborious  at- 
tendance in  parliament. 

“I  rejoice  that  a definite  treaty  between  Holland 
and  Belgium,  negotiated  by  the  mediation  of  the 
five  powers,  has  settled  the  differences  between  the 
two  countries,  and  has  secured  the  peace  of  Eu- 
rope from  the  dangers  to  which  it  has  so  long  been 
exposed.  The  same  concord  which  brought  these 
intricate  questions  to  a peaceful  termination  pre- 
vails with  regard  to  the  affairs  of  the  Levant.  The 
five  powers  are  alike  determined  to  uphold  the  in- 
dependence and  integrity  of  the  Ottoman  empire, 
and  I trust  that  this  union  will  insure  a satisfactory 
settlement  of  matters  which  are  of  the  deepest  im- 
portance to  the  whole  of  Europe. 

“It  has  afforded  me  the  sincerest  pleasure  to  have 
been  able  to  assist  in  effecting  a reconciliation  be- 
tween France  and  Mexico.  Intent  upon  preserv- 
ing for  my  subjects  the  blessings  of  peace,  I am 
highly  gratified  when  I can  avail  myself  of  an  op- 
portunity of  removing  misunderstandings  between 
other  powers. 

“I  have  recently  concluded  with  the  king  of  the 
French  a convention  calculated  to  put  an  end  to  dif- 
ferences which  have  arisen  of  late  years  between 
the  fishermen  of  Great  Britain  and  France.  This 
convention,  by  removing  causes  of  dispute,  will 
tend  to  cement  the  union  between  the  two  countries 
which  is  so  advantageous  ro  both,  and  so  conducive 
to  the  general  interest  of  Europe. 

“1  shall  continue  to  pursue  with  perseverance  the 
negotiations  in  which  I am  engaged,  to  persuade  all 
the  powers  of  Christendom  to  unite  in  a general 
league  for  the  entire  extinction  of  the  slave  trade, 
and  I trust  that,  with  the  blessings  of  Providence, 
my  efforts  in  so  righteous  a cause  will  be  rewarded 
with  success. 

“I  regret  that  the  differences  which  led  to  the 
withdrawal  of  my  minister  from  the  court  of  Tehe- 
ran have  not  yet  been  satisfactorily  adjusted  by  the 
government  of  Persia. 

“In  order  to  fulfil  the  engagements  announced  to 
you  at  the  opening  of  the  present  session,  the  go- 
vernor general  of  India  has  moved  an  army  across 
the  Indus,  and  I have  much  satisfaction  in  being 
able  to  inform  you  that  the  advance  of  that  expedi- 
tion has  been  hitherto  unopposed,  and  there  is  every 
reason  to  hope  that  the  important  objects  for  which 
these  military  operations  have  been  undertaken  will 
be  finally  obtained. 

“I  have  observed  with  much  approbation  the  at- 
tention which  you  have  bestowed  upon  the  internal 


state  and  condition  of  the  country.  I entirely  con- 
cur in  the  measures  which  you  have  framed  for 
the  preservation  of  order,  the  repression  of  crime, 
and  the  better  administration  of  justice  in  this  me- 
tropolis; and  I have  given  a cordial  assent  to  the 
bills  which  you  have  presented  to  me  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  a more  efficient  constabulary  lorce  in 
those  towns  which  peculiarly  required  it,  and  for 
effecting  the  important  object  of  generally  extend- 
ing the  civil  power  throughout  the  country. 

“ Gentlemen  of  the  house  of  commons, 

“I  thank  you  for  the  zeal  and  readiness  with 
which  you  have  voted  the  supplies  for  the  service 
of  the  year. 

“It  has  been  with  satisfaction  that  I have  given 
my  consent  to  a reduction  of  the  postage  duties.  I 
trust  that  the  act  which  has  passed  on  this  subject 
will  be  a relief  and  encouragement  to  trade,  and 
that  by  facilitating  intercourse  and  correspondence 
it  will  be  productive  of  much  social  advantage  and 
improvement.  I have  given  directions  that  the  pre- 
liminary steps  should  be  taken  to  give  effect  to  the 
intention  of  parliament  as  soon  as  the  inquiries  and 
arrangements  required  for  this  purpose  shall  have 
been  completed. 

“The  advantageous  terms  upon  which  a consi- 
derable amount  of  the  unfunded  debt  has  been  con- 
verted into  stock  afforded  a satisfactory  proof  of  the 
reliance  placed  on  the  credit  and  resources  of  the 
country,  as  well  as  on  your  determination  to  pre- 
serve inviolate  the  national  faith. 

“My  lords  and  gentlemen, 

“It  is  with  great  pain  that  I have  found  myself 
compelled  to  enforce  the  law  against  those  who  no 
longer  concealed  their  design  of  resisting  by  force 
the  lawful  authorities,  and  of  subverting  the  insti- 
tutions of  the  country.  The  solemn  proceedings  of 
courts  of  justice,  and  the  fearless  administration  of 
the  law  by  all  who  are  engaged  in  that  duty,  have 
checked  the  first  attempts  at  insubordination,  and  I 
rely  securely  upon  the  good  sense  of  my  people, 
and  upon  their  attachment  to  the  constitution,  for 
the  maintenance  of  law  and  order,  which  are  ne- 
cessary for  the  protection  of  the  poor  as  for  the 
welfare  of  the  wealthier  classes  of  the  commu- 
nity.” 

The  lord  chancellor,  addressing  both  house,  then 
said — it  is  her  majesty’s  royal  will  and  pleasure  that 
this  parliament  be  prorogued  to  Thursday,  the  24th 
day  of  October  next,  to  be  then  and  there  holden, 
and  this  parliament  is  accordingly  prorogued  to 
Thursday,  the  24th  day  of  October  next. 

Changes  in  the  ministry.  The  queen  held  a court 
and  privy  council  at  Buckingham  palace,  on  Mon- 
day, the  26th  of  August. 

The  right  hon.  T.  S.  Rice  had  an  audience  of  her 
majesty,  and  resigned  his  seal  of  office  as  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer. 

Mr.  F.  Baring,  by  command  of  the  queen  was 
sworn  as  a member  of  the  privy  council,  and  took 
his  seat  at  the  board.  Mr.  Baring  also  received 
the  seal  of  office,  and  had  the  honor  to  kiss  hands 
on  being  appointed  chancellor  of  the  exchequer. 

Mr.  R.  Gordon,  of  the  India  board,  is  appointed 
under  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  the  place  of  Mr. 
F.  Baring. 

Her  majesty  having  been  pleased  to  appoint  the 
duke  of  Sutherland  to  be  lord  lieutenant  of  Shrop- 
shire, his  grace  took  the  oaths  appointed  to  be  taken 
thereupoh. 

On  the  29th,  lord  Howich  tendered  his  resigna- 
tion to  her  majesty  as  secretary  of  war,  and  the  re- 
signation was  accepted. 

In  consequence  of  this  movement,  Mr.  C.  Wood, 
a relation  of  lord  Howich,  resigned  the  office  of  un- 
der secretary  of  the  admirality. 

In  the  house  of  commons,  on  the  27th,  new  writs 
were  ordered  for  Tipperary  in  the  room  of  Mr. 
Shiel,  who  has  accepted  the  office  of  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  board  of  trade,  and  for  Manchester,  in 
the  room  of  Mr.  P.  Thompson,  who  has  accepted 
the  office  of  governor  general  of  Canada. 

The  Globe  of  August  30th,  announces  on  autho- 
rity, that  the  marquis  of  Normanby  will  leave  the 
colonial  office  for  the  home  department,  and  that 
lord  John  Russell  retires  from  the  home  office,  and 
will  succeed  the  marquis  of  Normaby  as  colonial 
secretary.  The  Morning  Po3t,  of  September  2d, 
contains  a column  of  very  severe  remarks  upon  this 
interchange  of  offices. 

New  governor  of  Canada.  Another  court  and 
privy  council  was  held  on  the  28th,  at  which  Mr. 
Richard  Lalor  Sheil  was,  by  command  of  the 
queen,  sworn  by  her  majesty’s  most  honorable 
privy  council,  and  took  his  place  at  the  board. — 
Her  majesty  having  been  pleased  to  appoint  the 
right  honorable  C.  P.  Thompson,  captain  general 
and  governor-in-chief  of  the  Canadas,  the  right 
honorable  gentleman  took  the  usual  oaths  appoint- 
ed to  be  taken  by  the  governors  of  her  majesty’s 
colonies. 


The  right  honorable  H.  Labouchere,  received 
the  appointment  of  president  of  the  committee  of 
council  appointed  for  the  consideration  of  all  mat- 
ters relating  to  trade  and  foreign  plantations.  Her 
majesty  was  also  pleased  to  appoint  the  right  ho- 
norable R.  L.  Sheil,  vice-president  of  the  board  of 
trade. 

The  workmen  had  reached  low  water  mark  on 
the  Surry  side  of  the  Thames  tunnel. 

The  tournament. — The  passage  at  Arms  at  Eglin- 
ton  castle,  did  not  take  place  on  the  29th  of  August 
according  to  appointment,  in  consequence  of  a 
driving  rain-storm.  For  the  same  reason  there 
was  no  tilting  on  the  30th.  All  was  in  readiness, 
however,  and  the  array  of  chivalry  assembled  is 
gorgeously  described. 

LATE  FROM  CANTON. 

At  Canton  affairs  remained  in  the  same  unsatis- 
factory state.  Foreigners  were  still  prisoners,  and 
business,  of  course,  at  an  end,  at  all  events  for  the 
present.  All  communication  between  Canton  and 
Macao  had  been  cut  off,  and  the  ships  were  lying 
in  Macao  roads  waiting  the  result  of  the  commis- 
sioners’ proceedings. 

About  one-half  of  the  opium  had  been  delivered 
up  at  Lintin,  and  it  was  expected  the  delivery 
would  be  completed  by  the  end  of  April.  It  was 
believed  that  the  admiral,  who  had  concentrated 
his  whole  force  at  Trincomalee,  only  waited  fresh 
orders  to  proceed  to  Canton. 

The  Singapore  papers  of  the  23d  of  May  men- 
tion that  the  Siamese  authorities,  in  imitation,  no 
doubt,  of  the  Chinese  government,  had  made  a 
seizure  of  opium. 

IMPORTANT  FROM  THE  EAST. 

The  London  Morning  Post  of  Sept.  2,  contains 
the  following  important  annunciation  from  the 
Turkish  embassy,  Saturday  morning,  9h.  45 m.  A.  M. 

Sir:  I am  directed  by  our  secretary  to  give  you 
the  following  substance  of  a despatch  received  by 
a special  courier  from  Paris,  where  it  arrived  by 
telegraph: 

“The  French  officer  who  was  commissioned  to 
claim  the  Turkish  fleet  in  the  name  of  the  five 
great  powers,  has  received  a flat  refusal  from  Me- 
hemet  Ali,  unless  all  his  exorbitant  demands  are 
complied  with,  and  the  expenses  he  has  been  put 
to  defrayed  by  the  sultan.” 

I have  only  to  say  that  our  worst  anticipations 
are  realized.  In  haste,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
P.  YASSAMON,  inter. 

TURKEY  IN  EGYPT. 

Mehemet  Ali  is  resolved  not  to  relinquish  the  ad- 
vantages he  has  obtained  without  a struggle.  He 
demurs  to  the  delivery  of  the  Turkish  fleet,  and  in- 
sists upon  the  hereditary  possession  of  Syria.  The 
forts  on  the  Dardanelles  have  been  repaired,  and 
rendered  almost  impregnable.  Many  headless 
trunks  floating  in  the  sea  of  Marmora  attest  the 
despotic  cruelty  of  the  government;  and  it  is  said, 
that  Mehemet  Ali’s  assumption  of  the  chief  rule 
would  be  gladly  hailed  by  the  people  in  Constanti- 
nople. 

At  Alexandria  the  whole  Turkish  fleet  had  en- 
tered the  port.  The  crews  had  received  their  pay, 
the  pasha  having  to  raise  the  necessary  funds,  dis- 
posed of  a part  of  his  cotton.  Mehemet  Ali  was 
showing  the  most  marked  attentions  to  the  Turk- 
ish officers,  with  a view,  it  was  supposed,  to  in- 
duce them  to  remain  with  him,  in  caseof  his  being 
obliged  to  return  the  fleet. 

The  French  and  English  fleets,  according  to  ad- 
vices from  Trieste,  of  August  18th,  were  at  anchor 
off  the  Dardanelles,  and  a number  of  English  ships 
of  the  line  were  on  their  way  to  Tenedos  to  rein- 
force admiral  Stopford’s  quadron,  already  consist- 
ing of  ten  ships  of  the  line. 

The  head  quarters  of  the  Turkish  army  were 
still  in  Malatia,  and  those  of  the  Egyptian  at 
Marasch,  where  Ibrahim  pacha  was  at  the  latest 
dates. 

Prince  Metternich  has  been  severely  sick. — 
Great  solicitude  was  felt  for  his  recovery,  not  only 
by  the  court,  but  by  the  people  of  Vienna.  He 
was  convalescent  on  the  21st  of  August. 

THE  WAR  IN  CIRCASSIA. 

It  is  stated  from  Constantinople,  Aug.  7,  that  a 
severe  battle  had  taken  place  in  Circassia,  in  which 
the  Russians,  as  usual,  were  victorious,  but  not 
without  having  paid  dearly  for  their  victory. 

The  Russians  had  lost  a ship  of  the  line,  and  two 
frigates,  by  a severe  storm,  on  the  coast  of  Circas- 
sia. 

EAST  INDIES. 

Advices  from  Bombay  are  to  the  1st  of  June, 
and  from  Jukkar  to  the  13th  of  May.  An  expedi- 
tion against  Balochee  fort  had  been  attended  with 
success.  The  fort  was  carried  by  storm,  after  a 
sharp  engagement.  The  Balochees  had  forty-eight 
killed  and  foity-six  wounded.  The  company’s 
troops  suffered  but  slightly. 
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IMPORTANT  FROM  SPAIN. 

The  Carlist  rebellion  seems  to  be  drawing  to  a 
close.  Gen.  O’Donnell  has  gained  important  suc- 
cesses over  Calbrera  in  Valencia.  His  late  exploit 
was  the  capture  of  the  fort  of  Tales,  after  a battle 
with  the  Carlists  which  was  kept  up  for  16  hours. 
He  demolished  the  fortifications,  and  then  returned 
to  Valencia. 

There  was  a rumor  in  London  that  Don  Carlos 
had  been  taken  prisoner,  but  it  was  not  credited. 

From  Bell’s  Weekly  Messenger  of  Aug.  31. 

The  weather  and  the  crops. — The  weather  still 
continues  unsettled,  rain  and  sunshine  alternately 
succeed  each  other;  and  the  consequence  to  the 
grain  crops  is  really  becoming  serious;  they  are 
not  only  kept  in  a backward  state,  but  are  other- 
wise seriously  injured  by  being  so  repeatedly 
drenched  with  rain.  Thursday  and  Friday  were 
the  two  best  days  we  have  had  in  succession  for 
some  time  past,  but  the  latter  day  did  not  pass  en- 
tirely free  from  rain.  [Cumberland  Pacquel. 

The  few  days  of  fine  weather  which  we  have  had 
have  enabled  the  farmers  to  commence  harvest  ope- 
rations in  earnest,  and  we  are  happy  to  say  that, 
notwithstanding  the  great  quantity  of  wet  which 
has  fallen  during  the  present  season,  the  damage 
done  to  the  wheat  crop  is  comparatively  triffiing. 

[ Boston  Herald. 

Every  thing  now  depends  upon  the  weather.  In 
the  neighborhood  of  Carlisle,  and  in  Westmoreland, 
the  crops  in  general  look  well.  '[Tyne  Mercury. 

The  wheat  harvest  in  this  neighborhood  (Chi- 
chester) is  nearly  brought  to  a close,  and  the  state- 
ments we  have  received  from  various  quarters  as- 
sure us  of  an  excellent  crop. 

[Brighton  Guardian. 

In  some  few  instances  little  patches  of  barley 
have  been  cut.  But,  on  the  whole,  our  continued 
cloudy,  rainy,  and  close  weather,  has  been  most 
favorable  to  the  ripening  of  grain;  while,  in  the 
vast  majority  of  instances,  the  wheats  have  mate- 
rially suffered  since  last  week.  Still,  generally 
speaking,  there  will  be  no  approach  to  general  har- 
vest, even  in  the  lowlands  and  good  climate,  for  14 
days;  and  as  for  the  uplands,  unless  the  weather  be- 
come greatly  more  propitious,  harvest  need  not  be 
looked  for  sooner  than  a month  or  six  weeks,  and 
then  of  what  value  will  be  the  grain? 

[Dumfries  Times. 

There  has  been  a good  deal  of  rain  at  Glasgow 
and  on  the  west  coast  since  Friday,  and  we  regret 
to  observe  that,  in  many  instances,  the  crops  have 
been  laid.  Notwithstanding  the  moisture  that  has 
fallen  of  late,  the  fields  are  rapidly  assuming  their 
rich  autumnal  tints,  and  harvest  will  be  general 
very  soon.  A few  days  of  warm  sunshine  this 
week  would  set  the  reapers  to  work  before  its  close. 

[Scotish  Guardian. 

The  weather  during  the  past  week  has  been  high- 
ly favorable  for  the  harvest,  and  a large  quantity  of 
wheat  has  been  carried  in  this  country,  in  good 
condition.  We  have  another  fine  day,  and  the 
glass  continues  to  rise.  Mr.  Amphlett,  of  Dun- 
clett  farm,  near  Kidderminster,  whose  wheat  crop 
was  destroyed  by  a hail  storm,  as  mentioned  in  our 
journal  of  J une  20,  has  now  a second  crop  spring- 
ing up  from  the  old  roots,  which  has  a bright  and 
promising  appearance.  [ Worcestor  Journal. 

As  the  wheat  harvest  draws  to  a close  in  the  im- 
mediate vicinity  of  this  city  (Salisbury)  we  do  not 
hear  so  favorable  an  account  as  we  anticipated  of 
the  weight  of  the  crop.  [Dorset  County  Chronicle. 

The  wheat  harvest  in  this  neighborhood  (Taun- 
ton) is  all  cleared,  and  the  sickle  has  not  found  it 
so  heavy  a crop  as  had  been  expected.  A consider- 
able portion  of  the  ears  contain  many  shrivelled 
grains.  [Ibid. 

Harvest  has  become  very  general  throughout 
Cornwall;  and  we  hear  from  all  quarters  satisfacto- 
ry accounts  of  the  crops.  [Sherborne  Journal. 

The  weather  having  been  fine  during  the  past 
week,  with  the  exception  of  a few  showers,  a 
great  deal  of  corn  has  been  housed  around  Stam- 
ford, and  the  yield  of  which,  it  is  thought,  will  be 
greater  than  was  anticipated.  [Stamford  Mercury. 

The  corn  harvest  has  partially  commenced  in  this 
county,  and  it  will  be  general  in  a few  days  if  the 
weather  permits.  It  gives  us  great  pleasure  to 
state  that  the  papers  from  various  parts  of  the  coun- 
try announce  the  gratifying  intelligence  that  the 
fine  weather  of  the  last  few  days  has  wonderfully 
improved  the  appearance  of  the  crops.  We  learn 
thatthrough  Northumberland  and  the  southern  parts 
of  Scotland,  the  corn  crops  look  remarkably  well, 
and  are  much  farwarder  than  the  generality  of  crops 
in  Yorkshire.  [Derby  Mercury . 

The  wheat  crop,  where  ever  it  has  been  cut,  is 
considered  to  come  up  to  the  average  of  former  years 
and  in  this  immediate  neighborhood  the  yield  will, 
in  the  opinion  of  some  of  the  oldest  farmers,  be  above 
an  average.  [Maidstone  Gazette. 


The  harvest  has  now  begun  in  right  earnest,  and 
although  we  cannot  speak  very  favorably  of  the  qua- 
lity of  the  wheat,  it  having  been  seriously  injured 
by  the  rain  and  by  the  floods,  yet  there  will  not  be  on 
the  whole  a short  supply  of  “bread  stuffs,”  and 
should  the  weather  but  continue  fine  a very  large 
quantity  will  in  safely  and  good  condition  be  hous- 
ed. [Lincoln  Gazette. 

Though  the  weather  about  Dublin  has  been  varia- 
ble since  our  last  notice,  we  do  not  find  so  much 
mischief  as  has  been  anticipated.  Wheat,  however, 
has  been  very  seriously  damaged  in  the  home  coun- 
ties, yet  it  is  satisfactory  to  state,  as  we  do  on  the 
authority  of  some  the  best  farmers  in  the  north  and 
south  of  Ireland — we  refer  particularly  to  the  coun- 
ties of  Down  and  Tipperary — that  the  injury,  even 
to  wheat  has  been  exaggerated,  as  far  as  the  imme- 
diate localities  of  our  correspondents  are  concerned. 

On  the  whole  the  accounts  received  from  the 
country  since  our  last  have  been  of  a very  gratify- 
ing nature.  Wheat  nevertheless,  will  be  short,  not 
more,  if  so  much,  than  the  average  of  the  last  har- 
vest. [Dublin  EveningPost. 

The  weather,  though  occasionally  showery,  is 
nevertheless,  favorable  for  securing  the  harvest, 
which,  we  are  glad  to  hear  progresses. 

[Dublin  Pilot. 

From  the  London  Morning  Chronicle  of  Sept.  2. 

Money  market  and  city  news. — We  have  long  fore- 
seen that  monetary  and  commercial  matters  could 
not  maintain  their  ground,  for  any  length  of  time, 
and  we  have  done  every  thing  in  our  power  to  cau- 
tion, the  public  on  this  head.  To  all  thinking  per- 
sons a crisis  is  inevitable,  and  every  day  tends  more 
and  more  to  strengthen  this  conviction.  A most 
material  and  marked  depression  has  taken  place  in 
consols  to  day,  and  exchequer  bills  have  nearly  re- 
ceded to  par.  The  former  have  fallen  to  90^  for 
money,  and  91^  for  the  account,  and  the  latter  have 
been  marked  as  low  as  4s.  premium. 

The  temporary  support  which  was  given  to  the 
English  stock  market,  to  enable  lord  Monteagle  to 
carry  through  his  funding  scheme,  now  has,  it 
would  seem,  been  entirely  withdrawn,  and  matters 
are  falling  back  to  their  natural  course.  Hence,  no 
doubt,  arises  much  of  the  depression  which  consols 
have  sustained,  but  they  have  chiefly  been  affected 
by  the  increasing  scarcity  of  money  and  the  total 
stagnation  of  confidence  and  credit.  A short  time 
now  must  bring  things  to  a fatal  point,  and  there, 
indeed,  seems  little  probability,  of  any  thing  occur- 
ring  to  give  them  a favorable  turn. 

The  weather  even  is  against  an  amelioration  of 
affairs,  and  must,  on  tile  contrary,  tend  much  to  ex- 
cite alarm;  for,  although  the  crops  in  the  south  of 
England  have  no  doubt  been  chiefly  boused,  yet  it 
is  otherwise  in  the  north  of  England  and  Scotland, 
and  the  harvest  in  Ireland,  to  which  this  country 
looks  always  with  much  anxiety,  must  also  be  a 
matter  of  uncertainty.  Altogether  the  state  of  the 
country  is  quite  deplorable,  and  how  an  explosion 
is  to  be  prevented  is  quite  beyond  our  comprehen- 
sion. 

It  is  now,  too,  quite  evident  that  exchequer  bills 
are  rapidly  falling  to  a discount,  and  consequently 
some  farther  government  measure  w'ill  be  necessary 
to  rectify  the  errors  and  mischief  occasioned  by  the 
conceit  and  unbusiness-like  proceedings  of  lord  Mon- 
teagle. An  additional  funding  must  be  effected,  or 
the  rate  of  interest  on  the  bills  increased.  The 
greatest  excitement  prevails  in  the  city.  There 
was  considerable  business  transacted  in  the  Eng- 
lish stock  market,  and  most  of  the  different  securi- 
ties fluctuated  a good  deal,  as  will  be  seen  by  the 
official  list  transcribed  below. 

The  annexed  were  the  closing  quotations — con- 
sols for  money,  90J,  ditto  for  the  account  91J;  three 
per  cents  reduced,  90f , ditto  three  and  a half  per 
cents,  93J;  ditto  new,  98J  to  f Exchequer  bills, 
4s.  to  6s.  prem.;  bank  stock,  184  to  185;  India  stock, 
247  to  249;  and  long  annuities,  14  3-16.  i 

London,  Aug.  30. — Stock  exchange,  Friday  after- 
noon.— The  extensive  exchange  operations  that, 
within  a short  time,  have  been  entered  into  by  one 
of  our  leading  mercantile  bouses,  have  produced 
considerable  effect  upon  the  rates  of  the  foreign  ex- 
changes, and  a marked  improvement  has  been  the 
consequence.  As  yet,  however,  we  have  not  heard 
of  any  re-importation  of  the  bullion,  of  which  there 
has  existed  such  a continuous  drain,  and  until  such 
an  event  occur,  the  situation  of  the  bank  directors 
must  continue  to  be  one  of  extreme  embarrassment. 

The  circulation  of  bank  notes,  according  to  the 
last  report,  was  £17,969,000,  while  the  average 
amount  of  bullion  in  hand,  during  the  last  three 
months,  was  stated  at  £3,265,000.  Compared  with 
the  return  of  the  8th  of  January  last,  when  the 
circulation  was  IS, 201, 0001.  and  the  amount  of 
bullion,  9,335,000/.  we  find  a deficiency  of 6, 071, 000/. 
in_  bullion,  while  the  circulation  has  only  been  di- 
minished by  232,000,  and  this,  notwithstanding  the 


exertion  of  all  kinds  which  have  been  made,  (first 
by  the  augmentation  of  the  rate  of  discount,  and  next 
by  the  large  bank  sales  of  public  securities),  to 
produce  what  is  called  an  action  upon  the  currency. 

We  cannot,  in  the  face  of  these  figures,  believe, 
that  there  has  ever  existed  any  real  wish,  on  the 
part  of  the  bank  directors,  to  effectually  diminish 
the  amount  of  bank  notes  in  circulation,  it  being 
clear  almost  to  demonstration,  from  their  own  re- 
turns, that  as  fast  as  any  notes  have  been  cancelled 
by  sales  of  exchequer  bills  stock  or  other  securi- 
ties, they  have  been  re-issued. 

Amount  of  the  circulation  of  bank  notes  and  of 
bullion  in  store  at  the  Bank  of  England  at  the  fol- 
lowing period: 

1839.  Circulation.  Amount  of  bullion. 

January  8,  £18,201,000  £9,336,000 

February  5,  18,252,000  8,919,000 

MarchS,  18.29S,000  8,106,000 

April  2,  IS, 371, 000  7,073,000 

April  30,  IS, 350,000  6,023,000 

May  28,  18,214,000  5,119,000 

June  25,  18,101,000  4,344,000 

July  23,  18,049,000  3,785,000 

August  20,  17,969,000  3,265,000 

London,  Saturday  evening,  Aug.  31.  The  scarcity 
of  money  at  the  stock  exchange  has  increased,  and 
an  uneasy  feeling  prevails  ail  over  the  city.  Such  a 
shock  as  the  funds  have  now  had  to  sustain  has  not 
been  experienced  for  a very  long  time,  and  it  is  to  be 
traced  in  great  measure,  as  was  generally  anticipated, 
to  the  clumsy  manner  in  which  the  late  conversion 
of  exchequer  bills  has  been  carried  through,  and 
public  credit,  instead  of  being  sustained,  has  been 
injured  by  it.  The  market  is  loaded  with  stock  un- 
der a scarcity  of  money,  one  of  the  worst  features 
which  can  present  itself.  All  the  share  of  the  con- 
version taken  by  the  jobbers  and  speculators  has 
been  written  up,  and  the  greater  portion  of  it  proba- 
bly delivered.  That  subscribed  for  by  the  bank  has 
not  been  written  up,  it  is  understood,  till  within  this 
day  or  two,  but  the  market  is  now  threatened  with 
that  additional  weight  upon  it,  the  broker  who  usu- 
ally acts  for  the  bank  having  to-day  sold  very  largely. 

Why  they  have  been  so  late  in  completing  the 
payments  on  their  subscription  is  a matter  which  re- 
quires explanation,  as  their  policy  would  be,  if  they 
really  held  at  the  time  the  amount  they  subscribed 
in  exchequer  bills,  to  put  them  in  and  take  the  dis- 
count. The  delay  has  renewed  the  suspicion  which 
was  expressed  at  first,  that  they  then  held  no  exche- 
quer bills,  but  were  used  as  the  decoy  to  the  other 
parties  in  the  business,  obtaining  bills  afterwards 
from  the  treasury  for  the  purpose  of  completing  the 
subscription.  The  operation  must,  besides,  be  a 
considerable  loss  to  them  owing  to  the  fall  in  the 
stock,  and  especially  if  they  persist,  as  they  seem 
now  inclined  to  do,  in  oflering  any  further  large 


amount  for  sale. 

The  prevalent  impression  is,  that  they  must  do  so, 
and  dispose’gradually  of  the  whole  of  the  £500,000. 
Consols  produced  by  the  conversion,  as  the  only 
means  of  causing  the  violent  action  in  the  circulation 
which  they  now  hold  to  be  indispensable.  With  re- 
spect to  their  own  loss,  that  will  be  among  the 
charges  which  the  directors  will  have  to  answer  at 
the  approaching  meeting  of  proprietors,  and  to  them 
it  will  be,  after  all,  immaterial;  but  those  who  have 
been  led  by  their  example  into  the  conversion  will 
suffermoreinconvenien.ee,  and  may  justly  reproach 
them  for  what  has  occurred. 

It  would  be  wrong  to  infer  from  the  great  pressure 
at  the  stock  exchange  that  matters  are  materially 
worse  in  the  commercial  discount  market.  They 
were  nearly  as  bad  there  before  as  they  could  be,  es- 
pecially with  regard  to  second  and  third-rate  bills, 
which  are  absolutely  at  the  mercy  of  the  money 
dealers.  The*  transactions  in  the  funds  are  now 
merely  brought  to  a uniformity  with  them. 

The  day  has  been  altogether  gloomy  for  the  Eng- 
lish stock  market.  The  extensive  sales  of  consols 
above  referred  to  depressed  the  quotations  to  90  1-8 
to  3-S  for  money,  and  to  9 1-8  sellers  for  account, 
being  a fall  of  £ per  cent,  from  yesterday.  Exche- 
quer bills  fell  to  4s.  to  6s.  prem.  Bank  stock,  183 
to  4;  India  stock,  247  to  9. 

London,  Aug.  31.  The  directors  of  the  Bank  of 
England  have  been  as  much  as  possible  abridging 
the  resources  of  the  discount  houses  in  town,  in  con- 
sequence of  having  found  that  it  has  been  chiefly 
through  that  medium  that  (he  joint  stock  banks  have 
hitherto  obtained  accommodation,  and  the  object  of 
the  bank  is  to  depress  the  price  of  commodities,  and 
hitherto  their  efforts  have  been  chiefly  counteracted 
by  the  credit  and  resources  of  the  joint  stock  banks 
in  the  provinces.  .Money  is  not  more  difficult  in  the 
metropolis  than  it  has  been  for  the  last  three  weeks, 
but  within  the  last  few  days  there  are  evident  symp- 
toms of  the  pressure  extending  with  more  severity 
than  it  has  hitherto  done  on  the  manufacturing  dis- 
tricts. 
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The  spinners  at  Manchester  have  this  week  sold 
am  to  a considerable  amount  at  prices  which  they 
ad  previously  rejected,  and  some  of  the  large  hold- 
ers of  cotton  at  Liverpool  have  been  abandoned  and 
left  to  their  own  resources  by  parties  in  town  who 
had  promised  them  support.  There  is  every  proba- 
bility, therefore,  judging  from  present  appearances, 
that  the  Bank  of  England  will  triumph  in  the  con- 
test, and  that  the  result  will  be  a series  ot  bankrupt- 
cies, and,  pari  passu,  a decline  in  the  money  value 
of  commodities.  - 

The  relatively  large  diminution  of  the  bullion  of 
the  bank  exhibited  in  the  last  return  excited  gene- 
ral surprise  in  the  city,  as  it  was  generally  believed 
that  the  importation  of  specie  from  America  during 
the  past  month  would  more  than  counterbalance  the 
diminishing  export  to  the  continent  of  Europe.  We 
have  found  on  enquiry  that  such  was  the  actual  state 
of  the  case  that  the  diminution  of  the  bullion  of  the 
bank  had  chiefly  arisen  from  a demand  for  a much 
largei  proportion  of  gold  than  usual  in  payment  of 
the  quarterly  dividend. 

From  the  London  Globe,  of  Aug.  31. 

The  letteis  from  Hamburg  report  unfavorably  of 
the  money  market  there;  the  rate  of  discount  had 
risen  to  7.or  7 1-2  per  cent,  and  the  exchange  on 
London  had  fallen  to  13,  1 1-4,  which  is  lower  than 
it  has  been  known  for  the  last  20  years. 

However,  the  price  of  gold  there  having  fallen  in 
the  same  proportion  as  the  exchange,  it  will  not 
cause  a renewal  of  the  exportation  of  specie  from 
this  side.  The  cause  of  all  this  derangement  is  said 
to  be  the  constant  drain  upon  the  Bank  of  Hamburg 
for  silver  to  be  sent  to  Russia.  At  Amsterdam  af- 
fairs are  also  getting  a little  into  disorder. 

For  many  months  the  rate  of  discount  charged  by 
the  Bank  of  Amsterdam  was  kept  steadily  at  3 1-2 
per  cent,  but  they  have  suddenly  advanced  to  4, 
and  again,  to  5 per  cent,  in  the  last  fortnight. 

The  directors  have,  probably,  adopted  this  expe- 
dient to  guard  against  the  drain  which  they  expect 
upon  them  to  replenish  the  stock  of  bullion  in  Eng- 
land, as  well  as  for  the  north  of  Europe. 

The  pressure  for  money  has  rather  increased  again 
to-day,  at  the  stock  exchange,  where  the  continua- 
tion on  consols  for  the  October  account  has  risen  to 
1-8  per  cent,  offering  an  interest  of  more  than  7 per 
cent,  for  six  weeks.  The  market  is  falling,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  heavy  amount  of  stock  forced  upon 
it.  Foreign  securities  are  also  depressed  by  the  same 
cause,  with  the  exception  of  Spanish  bonds,  which 
rise,  in  the  face  of  all  difficulties. 

Liverpool  cotton  market,  August  31.  The  demand 
for  cotton  has  been  to  a fair  extent  during  this  week, 
but  has  been  very  freely  supplied  by  holders  of  Ame- 
rican, and  the  market  closes  heavily  at  a decline  of 
l-8d.  per  lb.  from  last  week’s  quotations.  Egyptian 
continues  in  demand  and  supports  former  rates. — 
Brazil  is  scarce  and  commands  very  full  prices.  Su- 
rat is  in  good  demand,  and  has  advanced  l-8d.  per 
lb  on  last  week’s  rates. 

The  sales  of  the  week  amount  to  33,840  bales,  in- 
cluding 1,500  American  on  speculation,  and  2,500 
American,  360  Pornam,  150  Maranhain  and  1,000 
Surat  for  export.  One  hundred  and  six  bags  Sea 
island  and  500  stained  are  announced  for  auction  on 
Friday. 

Three  hundred  and  ten  Sea  Island,  19d.  a 24d.;40 
stained  do.  8 3-4  a 14;  6,640  Upland,  6 7-8  a 8 1-8; 
2,100  Mobile,  &c.  6 1-4  a 8 5 8;  15,710  New  Or- 
leans, 6 3-S  a 9 3-8;  760  Egyptian,  11  1-4  a 14. 

The  business  to-day  amounts  to  3,000  bales,  all  to 
the  trade,  except  200  American  for  export,  and  con- 
sists of  400  Brazils  at  9d.  to  10  l-8d.  and  the  re- 
mainder American.  There  is  no  change  in  prices, 
though  the  market  is  dull. 

Liverpool  corn  market,  August  31.  The  business 
in  wheat,  during  the  same  period,  has  consisted 
chiefly  of  the  sales  to  our  local  millers  and  dealers; 
and  these  having  purchased  only  for  their  immediate 
wants,  such  holders  as  have  been  desirous  to  sell 
have  had  to  submit  to  a reduction  in  price  of  3d.  to 
4d.  per  70  lbs.  Flour  must  also  be  noted  Is.  per 
sack  cheaper. 

Liverpool  market,  August  31.  The  sales  of  tur- 
pentine have  been  confined  to  500  to  600  barrels,  at 
10s.  Oil.  for  ordinary  old,  to  12s.  Id.  to  12s.  for  good 
new. 

There  has  been  rather  more  inquiry  for  quercitron 
bark  and  about  60  hhds.  have  been  disposed  of, 
chiefly  first  quality  of  Philadelphia,  at  16s. 

Nothing  doing  in  cloverseed  or  flaxseed.  . 

The  3ales  of  tobacco  this  mouth  are  317  hhds.  of 
which  manufacturers  have  taken  179;  60  hhds.  have 
been  taken  for  Ireland,  and  73  for  exportation;  in 
prices  there  is  but  little  alteration.  The  import  of 
new  tobacco  has  this  week  been  considerable. 

Havre  cotton  mirkel,  August  21.  Our  cotton  pri- 
ces during  the  last  eight  days  have  not  undergone 
any  variation;  in  the  beginning  of  the  week  business 
was  rather  languid  in  the  article,  but  towards  its 


close  more  activity  wa3  perceptible,  particularly  as 
holders,  though  firm,  made  no  difficulty  in  selling  at 
the  current  prices  of  the  day. 

Havre,  August  26.  There  was  to-day  a great  stir 
in  our  cotton  market,  and  8,038  bales  for  the  most 
part  from  the  United  States,  and  of  inferior  and  or- 
dinary quality,  found  buyers  at  an  advance  of  1 to  2 
cents  per  1-4  killo. 


CAMP  WASHINGTON  AT  TRENTON. 

From  the  New  York  American. 

We  take  blame  to  ourselves  that  we  have  not  be- 
fore this  time  said  something  to  our  readers  of  this 
camp,  which  has  now  been  established  at  Trenton 
for  some  months,  and  which,  in  this  happy  region, 
where  neither  wars  nor  rumors  of  wars  disturb  its 
repose,  presents  the  scene  so  rare  of  the  soldier’s 
life  in  the  field. 

Hearing  some  week  or  two  ago,  that  there  was 
to  be  a review  of  the  troops,  we  put  ourselves  into 
the  mail  train  that  leaves  the  foot  of  Liberty  street, 
at  a quarter  before  five  o’clock,  and  after  a rapid 
whirl  of  between  three  and  four  hours,  were 
dropped  in  Trenton,  which,  because  of  the  next 
day’s  parade,  and  that  the  supreme  court  of  the 
state  was  also  then  to  convene,  was  bustling  with 
new  arrivals. 

The  morning’s  sun  rose  bright — and  having  some 
reminiscence  of  camp  life,  we  resolved  to  com- 
mence our  military  day  with  seeing  the  new  guard 
turned  off,  and  the  old  one  relieved.  Accordingly, 
by  eight  o’clock  we  were  on  the  way  to  the  field. 
The  camp  is  formed  on  the  Trenton  race  course, 
distant  about  a mile  from  the  centre  of  the  town, — 
and  having  the  Delaware,  distant  about  a mile,  on 
one  side,  and  the  Assanpink  on  the  other.  The 
tents  are  pitched  on  the  border  of  a fine  grove  of 
young  trees,  which  afford  both  shade  and  shelter, 
and  as  viewed  from  the  old  Quaker  road,  by  which 
the  encampment  is  approached,  it  presents  a very 
striking  spectacle,  the  white  tents  brought  out  and 
finely  relieved  by  a back  ground  and  over-arching 
canopy  of  green. 

The  strains  of  the  band  announced,  as  we  reach- 
ed the  ground,  that  the  guard  was  formed;  and  we 
soon  saw  the  drum-major,  with  his  flourishing  staff 
— a fine  looking  fellow,  but  less  ornamented  and 
bedizzened  than  his  prototype  in  European  services 
— marching  at  the  head  of  his  forces  along  the  line 
of  the  new  guard — which  was  soon  after  presented 
to  the  officer  of  the  day,  and  after  saluting,  march- 
ed to  its  quarters.  An  interval  of  some  two  hours 
was  to  intervene  before  the  troops  were  to  parade 
for  review,  and  this  was  diligently  and  agreeably 
employed  in  wandering  about  the  camp,  renewing 
old  acquaintances — for  the  4th  artillery,  which  con- 
stitutes the  main  force  of  the  encampment,  has, 
ever  since  the  Black  Hawk  war,  been  in  constant 
active  and  distant  service, — and  admiring  the  re- 
markable order  and  cleanliness  of  this  linen  city  of 
the  woods. 

We  will  endeavor  to  convey  to  our  uninitiated 
readers  some  notion  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
camp  is  laid  out. 

The  soldiers’  tents  are  pitched  facing  streets  that 
run  at  right  angels  with  the  line  of  the  encampment 
— so  that,  to  the  spectator  in  front,  the  sides  of  the 
tents  are  presented;  and  those  of  adjoining  compa- 
nies are,  of  course  back  to  back.  In  each  tent 
there  are,  we  believe,  seven  men.  At  some  dis- 
tance behind  the  soldiers’  tents,  and  in  a line  pa- 
rallel with  the  front,  are  the  wall  tents,  as  they  are 
called,  of  the  company  officers — the  captain’s  in 
rear  of  the  right,  the  lieutenants  in  rear  of  the  left, 
of  the  company.  On  another  parallel  line,  in  the 
rear,  are  the  tents  of  the  field  and  staff  officers, 
and  in  rear  of  the  centre  of  the  line,  that  of  the  colo- 
nel . 

Where  various  arms  are  together,  as  at  Trenton, 
they  are  encamped  according  to  an  established  or- 
der of  precedence.  The  service  of  most  honor, 
and  which,  therefore,  takes  the  right  on  all  occa- 
sions, when  different  troops  are  assembled,  is  the 
light  or  flying  artillery — then  the  cavalry— and  then 
the  foot  artillery — according  to  the  numbers  of  their 
regiments — and,  lastly,  the  infantry.  With  these 
explanations,  we  ask  the  reader  to  accompany  us  in 
a walk  over  the  camp. 

On  the  right,  attention  is  first  arrested  by  a fine 
battery  of  field-pieces — six  pounders — with  all  the 
appendages  of  limbers,  caissons,  and  spare  wheels 
to  guard  against  the  effect  of  accident.  Behind 
them  are  encamped  the  light  artillery — a detachment 
of  about  70  men,  commanded  by  capt  Ringgold,  a 
cavalier  and  a gentleman,  who  understands  men  as 
well  as  he  does  guns  and  horses.  Immediately  in 
front  of  the  bat  tery,  the  horses  belonging  to  the  can- 
non, and  to  the  artillerists,  are  picketted  under  a 
temporary  covering  erected  for  them. 

On  the  left  of,  and  in  line  with,  the  flying  artille- 
ry, is  a detachment  of  the  2d  regiment  of  dragoons, 


under  capt.  Sumner — some  90  or  100  men — whom 
the  example  and  instruction  of  their  commander 
have  made  into  Centaurs,  so  much  did  horse  and 
man,  while  on  parade,  seem  one  animal.  Their 
horses  are,  like  those  of  the  artillery,  placed  some 
distance  in  front  of  the  tents. 

Next  in  order  come  two  companies  of  the  2d  ar- 
tillery— and  then  the  whole  4th  artillery — under  the 
command  of  col.  Fanning,  with  major  Belton  and 
major  Ervingfor  his  field  officers. 

On  the  left  of  the  line,  and  at  a proper  interval, 
was  the  double  tent  of  the  general  commanding, 
brigadier  general  Eustis,  a soldier  who  is  as  just  as 
he  is  impartial,  and  who,  neglecting  no  point  of  duty 
himself,  suffers  not  neglect  in  others.  With  these 
characteristics,  and  as  an  officer  of  approved  merit, 
courage  and  service,  he  has  the  entire  confidence  of 
his  brother  soldiers. 

But  the  drums  are  beating,  and  the  glittering  co- 
horts are  fast  assembling.  Looking  abroad,  more- 
over, on  the  field,  we  see  it  covered  with  a multi- 
tude of  people  on  foot,  on  horseback,  in  vehicles 
of  all  descriptions;  the  race  stand  is  filling  with  la- 
dies, and  lo!  as  capt.  Ringold,  with  his  filying  arti- 
lery,  sweeps  by  at  speed,  the  ear  is  startled  with  the 
earthquake  rumble  of  his  death-dispensing  cannon. 
Soon  is  he  followed  at  a rapid  gallop  by  the  dragoons, 
and  anon  in  ordered  march  and  long  array,  come 
up  the  foot  artillery,  each  occupying  the  allotted 
ground  with  the  precision  of  veterans. 

The  line  is  formed — but  what  buzzing  and  hardly 
suppressed  murmur  of  admiration  is  that  which 
reaches  us  from  the  assembled  multitude?  Looking 
beyond,  we  see  advancing  the  reviewing  officer,  in 
full  uniform,  and  mounted  on  a steed  which  though 
not  less  than  16  hands  high,  seemed  diminutive  be- 
neath its  lofty  rider.  Major  general  Scott  was  about 
to  take  his  place  in  front  of  the  line,  and  as  we 
looked  upon  his  imposing  and  noble  form,  and  asso- 
ciated therewith  the  perils  he  had  encountered  at 
his  country’s  call,  and  the  good  services  he  had  done 
her,  it  was  not  difficult  to  account  for  that  admiring 
murmur,  which  only  the  sense  of  what  was  due  at 
such  a moment  to  military  propriety,  was  effectual 
in  surpressing. 

As  the  general  reached  the  front,  the  whole  line 
saluted,  trumpets  sounding,  banners  waving,  and 
drums  beating — and  yet  the  line  itself  steady  and 
immovable  as  if  carved  out  of  stone.  After  ac- 
knowledging the  salute,  and  scrutinizing  for  a brief 
space  the  appearance  of  the  troops,  the  general 
accompained  by  his  aid,  rode  down  the  line,  and 
along  the  rear  to  the  front  again,  when  the  whole 
broke  into  column,  and  gave  him  the  marching  sa- 
lute, both  at  ordinary  and  quick  time.  This  was 
executed  with  great  precision;  and  when  it  was  re- 
membered that,  except  for  the  few  weeks  they  have 
been  at  Trenton,  these  troops  had  probably  never 
been  formed  before,  and  manoeuvred,  as  a regiment, 
the  accuracy  of  their  marchings  and  evolutions 
proved  that  the  time  of  the  encampment  had  been 
well  and  diligently  employed. 

The  reviewing  being  accomplished,  the  troops 
performed  a variety  of  evolutions — the  light  artil- 
lery rushed  across  the  field,  swung  their  pieces  to 
the  front — unlimbered — the  men  dismounted — the 
horses  ranged  to  the  rear,  almost  of  themselves — 
and  thecanrinon  were  discharged,  limbered,  loaded, 
and  off  again,  almost  in  a time  as  short  as  that  oc- 
cupied in  reading  this  paragraph. 

While  the  eye  is  following  the  rapid  movement3 
of  this  corps,  a cloud  of  cavalry  sweeps  by  in  full 
charge — swords  projected,  bodies  inclined  forward 
— and  rushing  over  the  ground  with  hot  haste,  yet 
with  unbroken  front.  As  they  pass  they  uncover 
the  foot  artillery,  performing  the  evolutions  of  the 
line — forming  and  displaying  column — the  square — 
changing  front  forward  or  to  the  rear — and  mov- 
ing, though  without  music,  in  accurate  time  and 
distance. 

Altogether  the  display  was  gratifying  and  credit- 
able; and  though  on  a small  scale,  gave  good 
earnest  of  the  skill  and  efficiency  both  of  officers 
and  men. 

After  the  parade,  the  reviewing  general  received 
the  visits  of  his  brother  officers,  at  the  tent  of  gene- 
ral Eustis,  and  cordial,  indeed,  seemed  the  inter- 
change of  courtesies  between  them. 

In  the  evening  a ball  was  given  by  the  officers, 
where  those  who  had  been  merely  spectators  ip  the 
morning — the  bright  eyed  and  beautiful — bec^pae 
the  chief  actors,  and  in  their  turn,  asserted  domi- 
nion over  the  plumed  and  mailed  warriors  vyho  had 
carried  off  the  palms  of  the  morning. 

Upon  the  whole,  we  have  rarely  3pent  a rpore 
agreeable  day— and  it  was  no  little  addition  to  our 
gratification  to  hear  from  every  quarter,  in  the  city 
of  Trenton,  uniform  testimony  borne  to  the  depart- 
ment and  character  of  the  officers,  as  well  bred,  well 
educated,  modest  and  moral  men,  Such  we  have 
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long  known  to  be  the  character  of  our  little  army — 
but  we  are  glad  to  have  our  judgment  confirmed 
by  the  universal  voice  of  all  classes  of  citizens, 
among  whom  this  portion  of  them  are  now  sojourn- 
ing. 

There  is,  we  understand,  to  be  another  review 
next  week.  We  will  hereafter  apprise  our  readers 
of  the  precise  time — and  in  this  fine  autumnal 
weather,  we  know  of  no  more  agreeable  visit  than 
that  which  may  be  made  on  such  an  occasion  to 
Camp  Washington. 

THE  CARMELITE  NUNNERY. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

To  the  hon.  Shepard  C.  Leakin,  mayor  of  Baltimore. 

Sir:  We  have  been  appointed  a committee  to  ask 
lor  publication  a copy  of  the  recent  correspondence 
between  the  arch-bishop  and  yourself.  As  our  vener- 
able prelate  is  understood  to  have  given  utterance 
therein  to  feelings  entertained,  not  by  himself  alone, 
but  by  the  whole  Catholic  body  of  these  United 
States,  it  affords  us  the  highest  gratification  to  be  the 
organ  of  that  request.  And,  were  we  not  assured 
that  it  has  been  better  done  for  us  already,  we  would 
avail  ourselves  of  the  occasion  to  express  our  per- 
sonal sentiments  of  gratitude  for  the  prompt  and  ef- 
ficient manner,  in  which,  sustained  by  the  gallantry 
or  undoubted  good  wishes  of  every  gentleman  and 
Christian  in  the  community,  you  put  down  the  re- 
cent dastardly  and  wicked  attempt  against  a family 
of  pious  and  unoffending  females.  We  have  the 
honor  to  be,  sir,  with  the  highest  consideration  and 
respect,  your  very  obedient  servants, 

WILL.  GEO.  READ, 
TIMOTHY  KELLY, 
BASIL  S.  ELDER, 
THOS.  MEREDITH, 
EDW’D  BOYLE. 
Baltimore,  Sept.  11,  1839. 

Mayor’s  office,  Sept.  14,  1839. 
Gentlemen:  I cheerfully  comply,  on  my  part, 
with  the  request  contained  in  your  letter  to  me  of 
the  11th  inst.  as  to  the  publication  of  the  correspon- 
dence between  your  venerated  archbishop  and  my- 
self, if  such  publication  be  approved  by  him;  and 
herewith  enclose  to  you  a copy  of  my  part  of  the 
correspondence  for  that  purpose. 

Accept  my  thanks  for  the  obliging  manner  in 
which  you  are  pleased  to  speak  of  the  exertions  of 
myself  and  a portion  ol  our  fellow  citizens  in  the 
performance  of  an  act  of  duty,  which,  it  is  gratify- 
ing to  know,  was  in  accordance  with  the  sentiment 
and  good  wishes  of  the  worthy  and  respectable 
throughout  our  community.  I am,  gentlemen,  very 
respectfully,  yours,  S.  C.  LEAKIN. 

To  Wm.  Geo.  Read,  Timothy  Kelly,  Basil  S.  Elder, 
Thomas  Meredith  and  Edward  Boyle,  esqrs.  com- 
mittee. 

Baltimore,  Aug.  31,  1839. 
Sir:  We  have  lately  passed  through  scenes  which 
caused  me  no  little  solicitude  for  the  religious  socie- 
ty under  my  spiritual  jurisdiction,  and,  as  their  ec- 
clesiastical organ,  I take  the  earliest  opportunity, 
since  my  return  from  New  York,  to  express  to  you, 
and  those  who  so  nobly  co-operated  with  you,  my 
thanks  for  the  protection  afforded  to  the  Carmelite 
convent.  This  duty,  we  owe  perhaps  more  to  our- 
selves than  to  you.  For,  in  the  consciousness  of 
having  faithfully  and  fearlessly  discharged  a high  of- 
ficial obligation  and  in  the  helpless  sex  of  those  who 
claimed  your  protection,  you  must  find  the  proud 
and  ample  recompense  of  a generous  heart. 

It  is  with  the  deepest  grief  that  1 have  witnessed 
those  scenes  of  violence  which  you  were  called  on 
to  repel — scenes  but  little  in  accordance  with  the 
spirit  of  the  Catholic  pilgrims  who  first  landed  on 
our  shores,  and  offered  the  open  hand  of  fellowship 
to  the  persecuted  of  every  creed  and  clime.  In  Bal- 
timore, especially,  I was  not  prepared  to  expect 
them,  where  the  very  name  of  our  city  reminds  us 
of  the  Catholic  founder  of  Maryland,  one  of  the 
earliest  and  trupst  friends  of  civil  and  religious  li- 
berty. Yet,  it  is  in  this  city  that  we  have  witnessed 
a cruel  and  unmanly  attack  upon  the  reputations 
and  peaceful  abode  of  inoffensive  women,  many  of 
whom  are  descended  from  the  first  colonists  of  Ma- 
ryland, and  who,  holding  still  the  faith  of  their  fa- 
thers, have  chosen  to  enter  a religious  community 
and  divide  their  time  between  the  practices  of  pray- 
er, self-denial  and  the  instruction  of  youth.  Con 
nected,  as  they  are,  for  the  most  part,  with  the  old- 
est and  most  respectable  Catholic  families  of  the 
state,  and  being  unrestrained  in  their  communica- 
tions with  their  friends  and  relatives,  they  have  pro- 
tectors out  of  the  convent  and  out  of  the  priesthood, 
able  and  willing  to  guard  their  rights  and  to  invoke 
for  them,  if  necessary,  the  protection  of  the  laws  of 
the  state.  But  compassion  for  the  inmates  of  the 
nunnery  was  not  the  motive  of  the  assailants  of  the 


premises.  The  escape  of  an  insane  member  of  their 
community,  whom  her  companions  had  watched 
over  with  the  affection  of  sisters,  and  who,  every 
body  will  now  admit,  would  have  been  far  happier 
with  such  friends  than  elsewhere,  was  made  the  pre- 
text for  directing  upon  them  the  most  ruthless  and 
terrible  violence,  from  which,  under  Providence, 
they  have  been  rescued  mainly  by  your  promptness 
and  energy.  I rejoice  to  add  that  every  distinction 
of  party  and  creed  was  lost  in  the  general  determi- 
nation to  maintain  the  rights  of  conscience  and  the 
supremacy  of  the  laws.  And  I should  be  ungrate- 
ful, if  I did  not  publicly  acknowledge  the  obligations 
which  we  owe  to  the  liberal  and  just  course  pursued 
generally  by  the  press  in  the  midst  of  those  exciting 
events.  I am  persuaded  that  the  manly  and  upright 
efforts  of  a portion  of  it  had  a powerful  influence  in 
resisting  the  spirit  of  persecution  and  repelling  the 
calumnies  which  were  industriously  circulated  in 
order  to  influence  the  public  mind  and  to  urge  on  the 
reckless  to  deeds  of  violence. 

It  would  extend  this  communication  unreasonably, 
if  I attempted  to  enumerate  the  many  persons  whose 
generous  exertions  came  under  my  own  observation. 

I must  therefore  beg  you  to  convey  my  thanks  to 
the  citizens  generally,  and  to  those  more  especially 
who  were  personally  engaged  in  the  defence  of  the 
convent,  for  the  protection  so  efficiently'  afforded  in 
the  hour  of  danger.  I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 
very  respectfully  and  gratefully,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, SAMUEL  ECCLESTON, 

Archbishop  of  Baltimore. 

Gen.  S.  C.  Leakin,  mayor  of  the  city  of  Baltimore. 

Mayor’s  office.  Sept.  7th,  1839. 

Most  reverend  sir:  1 have  received  and  read 
with  much  satisfaction  your  letter  approving  of  the 
measures  pursued  for  protecting  the  Carmelite  con- 
vent in  this  city',  and  its  respectable  inhabitants,  from 
threatened  outrage;  and  feel  grateful  on  behalf  of 
those  fellow  citizens  who  so  cheerfully  united  in 
rendering  those  measures  effectual,  for  the  kind  ex- 
pression of  your  thanks.  It  is  but  just,  however, 
for  me  to  state  that  we  only  performed,  on  that  oc- 
casion, a duty  which  every  citizen  of  Baltimore,  and 
especially  every  officer  and  member  of  the  city  po- 
lice, is  bound  at  all  times  to  perform  to  the  best  of 
his  judgment  and  ability. 

The  constitution  and  laws  of  our  state  entitle  to 
protection  from  unlawful  violence,  persons  of  every 
description,  without  distinction  as  to  sex,  age,  con- 
dition, religious  denomination  or  political  party;  and, 
in  like  manner,  every  owner  of  property,  without 
exception,  is  entitled  to  have  it  protected  from  de- 
struction or  injury.  It  is  both  my  duty  and  my  in- 
clination, as  chief  officer  of  this  city',  impartially, 
and  with  all  necessary  promptness,  to  obey,  support 
and  enforce  the  constitution  and  the  laws,  to  the 
utmost  extent  of  the  powers  and  means  entrusted  to 
me,  which  I believe  to  be  amply  sufficient,  while  I 
am  supported,  as  I feel  confident  I shall  be  on  all 
such  occasions,  by  the  efficient  aid  of  a very  large 
majority  of  my  fellow  citizens  of  every  sect  and  of 
every  party. 

During  the  recent  scenes  which  you  witnessed, 
and  so  deeply  and  justly  regret,  the  disposition  to 
commit  acts  of  violence  was  so  strongly  and  openly 
manifested,  it  was  obvious  that  nothing  but  the  con- 
viction of  a powerful  resistance,  dangerous  to  the 
persons  and  even  to  the  lives  of  the  assailants,  could 
have  restrained  them  from  proceeding  to  the  com- 
mission of  actual  outrage  on  persons  and  property. 
Happily,  the  result  on  that  occasion  was  such  as  I 
hope  and  trust  will  satisfy'  you  and  the  religious  so- 
ciety under  your  spiritual  jurisdiction,  that  they  may 
feel  assured  of  enjoying,  in  Baltimore,  that  protec- 
tion and  security  as  to  their  persons  and  property, 
and  the  free  exercise  of  their  religion,  which  in 
common  and  equally  w'ith  all  others  they  have  a 
lawful  and  just  right  to  expect.  The  result  will  al- 
so have  given  a gratifying  proof  to  the  friends  of 
humanity',  that  such  protection  can  be  surely  effected 
under  most  alarming  circumstances,  without  serious 
injury  to  the  most  reckless  of  the  criminal  assail- 
ants, and  that  it  may  not  often  be  necessary  for  the 
supporters  of  the  laws  to  be  the  punishers  of  those 
who  wantonly  disobey  them.  I am  sincerely  and 
respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  C.  LEAKIN,  mayor. 

To  the  most  reverend  archbishop  of  Baltimore. 

FROM  CHINA. 

From  the  Boston  Daily  Advertiser. 

News  from  Canton  to  April  1,  have  been  receiv- 
ed in  London.  The  whole  foreign  trade  still  re- 
mained suspended,  and  the  imperial  commissioner, 
Lin,  had  insisted  on  the  surrender  of  all  the  opium 
on  board  the  ships  in  the  river,  with  a perseverance 
which  showed  that  he  was  determined  to  enforce  the 
requisition.  The  Hong  merchants  had  been  threat- 
ened with  great  severity.  They  were  required  to 


procure  the  attendance  of  Mr.  Dent,  a British  resi- 
dent on  the  commissioner.  This  Mr  Dent  refused 
to  do,  unless  the  commissioner  would  grant  him  a 
safe  conduct  under  his  own  seal,  with  a promise 
that  he  should  not  be  detained  more  than  twenty- 
four  hours.  This  the  Hong  merchants  could  not 
procure.  Yet  they  wpre  threatened  even  with 
death,  and  two  of  them,  Howque  and  Mowqua,  had 
a chain  hung  round  their  necks,  and  it  was  reported 
that  three  were  imprisoned. 

In  the  mean  time  all  communication  with  the  coast 
and  with  Whampoa  was  cat  off.  Numerous  Man- 
darin boats  were  stationed  in  the  river  to  prevent 
the  escape  of  any  foreigners,  and  all  trade  was  stop- 
ped. No  cargo  was  allowed  to  leave.  The  Hong 
merchants,  to  pacify'  the  commissioner,  endeavored 
to  persuade  the  merchants  to  give  up  a quantity  of 
opium  to  be  destroyed,  representing  that  if  at  least 
1,000  chests  were  not  given  up,  they  should  be 
executed.  The  chamber  of  commerce  at  length 
came  to  the  resolution  to  give  up  1,037  chests.  This 
offer  was  not  satisfactory  to  the  commissioner. 

Captain  Elliott,  the  British  superintendent,  ar- 
rived from  Whampoa,  March  22,  where  he  had  giv- 
en orders  to  the  commanders  of  the  ships  of  war 
Hercules,  Mermaid  and  Lance,  to  hold  themselves 
readiness  to  resist  any  act  of  violence.  On  ar- 
riving at  Canton,  however,  he  found  himself  with- 
out means  of  communication  with  his  officers.  The 
river  near  the  factories  was  cleared  of  all  the  boats 
usually  there,  and  in  their  place  were  stationed 
three  rows  of  boats,  filled  with  police  and  soldiers, 
who  completely  penned  in  all  the  foreigners,  so  as 
to  make  it  impossible  for  any  of  them  to  escape. 
A strong  guard  was  placed  before  the  company’s 
hall.  Not  a Chinese  was  to  be  seen  except  those 
who  were  on  duty. 

On  the  27th  capt.  Elliott  as  superintendent  of  the 
trade  of  British  subjects  in  China,  addressed  a pub- 
lic notice  to  British  subjects,  in  which,  “constrain- 
ed by  paramount  motives  affecting  the  safety  of  the 
lives  and  liberty  of  all  the  foreigners  present  in  Can- 
ton,” he  enjoined  and  required  all  British  subjects 
in  Canton,  forthwith  to  make  a surrender  to  him, 
“for  the  service  of  her  majesty’s  government,”  of 
all  the  opium  under  their  respective  control,  to  be 
delivered  over  to  the  government  of  China. 

This  requisision  was  complied  with  without  de- 
lay. The  quantity  of  opium  surrendered  to  him 
was  20,293  chests,  and  it  remained  in  his  possession 
at  the  latest  date. 

The  restrictions  were  rendered  still  more  severe; 
all  the  streets  were  blocked  up;  Dr.  Parker  was 
not  permitted  to  go  to  his  hospital.  No  one  was 
allowed  to  go  to  the  China  street  market.  Water 
and  a quantity  of  provisions  were  sent  to  the  con- 
soo  house  as  a present,  but  the  foreigners  refused 
to  accept  them.  Afterwards,  on  the  31st,  provi- 
sions were  offered,  and  they  were  permitted  to  pay 
for  them. 

On  the  1st  of  April  a correspondence  with  the 
American  and  Dutch  consuls  was  published.  The 
commissioner,  in  a letter  to  Mr.  Snow,  the  Ame- 
rican consul,  says  that  he  cannot  understand  the 
reason  why,  as  he,  the  consul  had  informed  him 
his  countrymen  should  have  delivered  into  capt.  El- 
liott’s keeping,  some  1,500  chests  of  opium,  rather 
than  to  him.  He  says  there  must  be  some  double 
dealing  there.  This  opium,  it  is  stated,  was  Bri- 
tish property,  and  as  such,  had  been  given  over  to 
captain  Elliott. — The  Dutch  consul  declared  that 
his  countrymen  had  no  opium  in  their  possession, 
but  the  commissioner  said  that  he  could  not  make 
any  exception  in  favor  of  Dutch  ships. 

Captain  Elliott  had  given  notice  of  his  intention 
to  surrender  all  the  opium  to  the  Chinese  govern- 
ment, under  certain  stipulations  which  he  had  en- 
tered into  with  them.  The  quantity  delivered  up  was 
estimated  to  be  of  the  value  of  about  £2,000,000 
sterling.  An  expectation  seems  to  be  enter- 
tained that  the  owners  would  be  indemnified  for 
the  loss,  by  the  British  government;  an  expectation 
which  the  London  papers  intimate  a probability 
they  may  be  disappointed  in. 

THE  LATE  SHIPWRECK. 

Correspondence  of  the  Boston  Times. 

Worrick’s  hotel,  Cohasset,  Aug.  31,  1839. 

Friend  Roberts:  I have  just  returned  from  one 
of  the  most  exciting  scenes  it  can  (all  to  the  lot  of 
man  to  witness.  This  morning,  as  I sat  at  break- 
fast, our  host  came  with  the  information  that  a ves- 
sel was  in  danger  in  the  offing.  The  storm  had 
raged  furiously  for  the  last  twenty-four  hours.  We 
had  been  under  the  severity  of  a northeaster  for 
forty-eight  hours,  and  I know  that,  from  two  to  four 
o’clock  this  morning,  there  was  a terrible  blow,  for 
the  whole  house  reeled  and  rocked  beneath  me;  and 
the  wind  alternately  howled,  as  if  in  deep  agony, 
or  hissed  and  whistled,  as  if  in  mockeiy  of  all  earth- 
ly bounds.  We  rose  up,  and  made  out,  by  the 
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glasses,  that  the  vessel  was  a schooner,  with  a deck 
load  of  lumber,  under  a triple  reefed  foresail,  with 
her  mainsail  gone,  and  her  jib  flying  in  ribands. 

The  sea  was  raging  high  and  furious,  and  the 
schooner  labored  in  vain  to  make  her  way  toward 
Nantasket  beach.  The  wind  was  about  northeast, 
and  she  was  only  able,  for  a full  half  hour,  to  hold 
her  own;  while  sea  and  wind  both  set  her  steadily  to 
leeward,  toward  dreadful  rocks  and  ledges,  which 
have  been  fatal  to  so  many  mariners.  She  tried 
hard,  but  in  vain.  At  one  moment  she  rode  upon  a 
sea  in  clear  view;  the  next,  even  her  foresail  was 
hidden  in  the  trough  of  the  sea,  at  every  moment  she 
came  nearer  and  nearer  the  fatal  rocks. 

‘•If  he  does  not  wear  ship,  and  stand  out  to  sea, 
all  is  lost.’’  We  prepared,  and  rushed  down  to  the 
rocks  to  witness  the  catastrophe.  But  the  captain 
had  come  to  the  same  conclusion,  and  when  we 
came  in  view  of  him  upon  the  beach,  he  was  stand- 
ing out,  pitching  and  rolling  and  tumbling,  like  a 
plaything  that  the  waves  vvere  tossing  from  one  to 
another.  The  aspect  of  the  weather  was  still  un- 
favorable. It  was  low  tide,  and  as  the  wind  gene- 
rally rises  with  the  tide,  it  might  be  expected,  in 
two  or  three  hours,  to  be  as  bad  as  it  had  been  at 
night.  What  could  lie  do?  If  he  kept  out,  he 
might  be  driven  to  sea  and  swramped.  There  was 
no  liarbor  nigh. 

Suddenly,  he  wore  ship  again,  and  stood  in  be- 
tween the  rocks.  He  had  left  Black  rock  on  his 
left,  and  Seal  rock  on  his  right,  in  running  out,  and 
now,  with  a mere  span  of  sail,  and  a craft  laboring 
as  if  exhausted,  but  still  struggling,  he  had  to  make 
his  way  between  ledges  above  and  below  water,  to 
touch  any  one  of  which  would  be  destruction  to  the 
vessel,  and  death  to  every  soul  on  board. 

I had  watched  her,  by  this  time,  with  the  utmost 
intensity,  for  about  two  hours. 

Cohasset  had  poured  down  her  people,  among 
whom  are  some  of  the  hardiest  and  best  sailors  in 
the  world.  The  beach  was  thronged;  as  if  men  had 
leaped  out  of  the  rocks;  all  watching  coolly,  but  in- 
tently, the  movements  of  the  schooner.  The.  cap- 
tain dared  not  trust  himself  to  sea  in  such  a tempest, 
and  was  making  for  a small  bit  of  beach,  surround- 
ed, on  every  hand,  by  rocks  visible  or  sunken,  as 
the  breakers  too  plainly  showed;  and  every  now 
and  then,  when  the  great  sea  came  rolling  on,  wa- 
ter and  foam  and  spray  flew  upwards  from  the  rocks 
thirty  or  forty  feet;  or  if  a sea  struck  the  ill-fated 
vessel,  she  was  covered  and  hidden  mast  high  with 
the  lashed  up  spray  of  the  deep  sea. 

She  came  onwards  slowly,  and  steadily  but  for 
the  dashing  force  of  the  waves.  The  captain  run 
almost  upon  a rock  on  his  starboard  bow — it  was  his 
only  way  lo  escape  falling  upon  another  on  the 
other  hand — it  was  bravely  and  well  done — men 
began  to  breathe  more  freely.  It  was  low  water, 
and  if  he  should  touch  there,  still  another  rock  lie 
dreadfully  near,  upon  which  he  must  be  dashed. 
Dawn  she  went,  and  struck, — he’s  lost;  no,  a friend- 
ly sea  again  sends  him  onward,  and  striking  and 
rising,  like  a leaping  horse,  she  is  at  last  thrown  up 
upon  the  beach,  hard  and  last,  twisting  and  writhing 
and  groaning,  with  the  mad  waves  dashing  high 
over  her,  and  the  wind  howling  and  whistling 
through  her  useless  rigging. 

The  flood  tide  began  to  make,  the  wind  strength- 
ened, the  surges  grew  more  and  more  furious,  and 
those  on  shore  made  active  preparations  for  the  safe 
landing  of  the  crew.  The  schooner’s  boats  had 
been  washed  awaj’.  There  was  no  boat  on  that 
beach  (Simond’s  farm  beach)  that,  could  live  a mo- 
ment in  that  surf.  Away  went  all  hands  to  another 
beach  at  some  distance,  -where  a whale  boat  was 
taken  and  carried  to  the  place  of  need.  But  even 
to  attempt  to  go  out  in  a whale  boat  was  deemed 
too  dangerous,  without  a leading  line  from  the 
schooner.  Signals  were  made,  and  a plank  was 
sent  adrift,  with  a line  made  fast  to  it;  but  the  line 
snapped  in  a surge  as  if  it  had  been  a cobwed; 
another  was  sent  out  and  made  fast  to  a becket.  but 
neither  becket  nor  rope  reached  the  shore.  The 
mariners  were  now  clinging  to  the  shrouds,  and 
both  parties  became  assured  that  all  that  could  be 
done  for  the  rescue  must  be  done  by  those  on  shore; 
the  crew  of  the  schooner  were  helpless. 

During  this  delay,  (and  let  any  one  who  can  ima- 
gine the  anxiety  of  those  poor  wretches,  with  death 
boiling,  plunging,  and  yawning  around  them,  and 
ever  rising  up  to  cover  and  seize  them),  many 
planks  were  dashed  from  the  deck,  in  spite  of  their 
lashings,  and  came  riding  upon  the  seas  to  the  shore, 
dashing  against  each  other  and  upon  the  beach  with 
such  fury  as  to  split  and  break  them  short  off,  as 
they  could  be  cut  by  an  axe.  Some  actually 
rode  in  upright  in  the  waters,  and  were  shivered  to 
bils  as  they  struck. 

Captain  Higgins  soon  found  a crew  for  the  whale 
boat,  and  the  hardy  seamen  were  ready,  and  among 
them  none  was  more  eager  than  a weather-beaten, 


one-legged,  but  not  old  tar,  who  threw  away  his 
wooden  timber,  and  shipped  into  the  boat  with  the 
alacrity  of  a child  to  its  pastime.  The  boat  was 
launched  into  the  surf  with  all  hands  on  board  de- 
termined lo  reach  the  schooner,  with  a line  from  the 
stern  to  be  held  on  to,  as  a means  of  safety,  by  those 
on  shore.  The  oarsmen  strained  every  sinew;  a 
high  surge  came  yawning  over  the  boat,  as  if  open- 
ing its  jaws  to  engulph  her;  but  she  eluded  the  dan- 
ger, and  rose  almost  perpendicularly  over  its  crest 
of  foam,  while  every  one  on  shore  rose  involuntarily 
on  tiptoe,  by  that  singular  sympathy  which  prompts 
us  to  aid  in  feeling,  but  without  thought.  Now  the 
daring  adventurers  were  hidden  in  the  trough  of  the 
sea — again  they  rose  over  a higher  sea  than  before. 
But  they  toiled  in  vain.  The  stern-line,  though 
fully  paid  out,  had  drifted  far  to  leeward,  and  was 
entangled  with  the  drift  planks  from  the  schooner. 
The  signal  was  given  to  haul  in,  and  the  boat  came 
back  to  the  shore. 

There  was  disappointment,  but  not  dismay.  The 
boat  was  again  put  in  position,  and  the  error  of  the 
first  attempt  was  rectified  by  coiling  the  line  in  the 
stern  of  the  boat,  to  be  paid  out  from  thence.  But 
the  tide  came  in  more  furiously  upon  the  flood,  and 
no  one  was  so  anxious  to  try  the  experiment  again. 
Captain  Higgins  waited  for  volunteers.  The  ques- 
tion, “who  is  going?”  met  with  no  ready  response. 
All  waited.  At  last  captain  Tower,  an  elderly  re- 
tired shipmaster,  spoke  again,  “who  is  going5”  No 
answer.  “Then,  if  no  one  else  will  go,  I will!”  and 
off  he  threw  his  coat  and  jacket,  and  jumped  into 
the  boat.  This  stirred  the  pride  of  the  young  men, 
who  immediately  rushed  into  the  boat,  far  more  than 
were  wanted,  and  the  old  captain  was  turned  out. 
The  one-legged  sailor  again  threw  off  his  wooden 
supporter,  and  maintained  his  place  at  the  oar. 

All  being  ready,  the  boat  was  once  more  launch- 
ed, and,  at  the  word,  all  hands  pulled  stoutly;  and  be- 
ing unincumbered  by  the  stern-line,  after  a persever- 
ing struggle  they  reached  the  anxious  mariners  on 
board.  On  the  first  return  they  brought  away  one 
man  and  a boy,  and  a line  to  aid  them  in  going  back 
for  the  rest,  who  came  off  safely  the  next  time.  In 
all  there  were  five,  wet,  worn  out,  exhausted  crea- 
tures. The  schooner  was  the  Groton,  Yares,  of 
Waldoboro,’  Maine.  She  had  made  a harbor  at 
cape  Ann  during  the  slorm,  but  drifted  out  about 
midnight,  and  was  thus  driven  into  peril  in  the 
morning.  She  now  lies,  supposed  to  be  bilged,  on 
the  beach. 

Having  seen  all  hands  safe,  and  well  cared  for,  I 
can  look  back  with  a deep  feeling  of  satisfaction 
that  I have  been  enabled  to  witness  the  sublime  yet 
dreadful  scene,  and  to  experience  the  wilderness  of 
emotions  attendant  upon  a shipwreck.  Sympathy, 
curiosity,  terror,  hope,  fear,  strong  desire  to  aid,  and 
a sense  of  entire  impotence,  are  mingled  in  my  re- 
collections of  four  hours,  so  that  it  were  fruitless  to 
attempt  to  analyze  them.  I shall  not  attempt  it, 
but  will  leave  this  detail  of  occurrences  with  only 
the  remark  that  I have  seen  to-day,  evidences  of  ac- 
tive humanity  which  make  me  feel  a warmer  at- 
tachment to  mankind.  Yours,  &c. 

RUSTICATOR. 


RESOURCES  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

The  following  notice  of  the  mineral  and  agricul- 
tural resources  of  the  “Keystone  state”  will  be  read 
with  interest.  The  article  is  from  the  pen  of  an  able 
correspondent  of  the  North  American: 

There  are  four  great  sources  of  wealth  which  this 
state  has  within  herself,  three  of  which  will  be  per- 
manent. I refer  to  her  coal,  her  iron,  her  agricul- 
ture and  her  lumber.  The  last  cannot,  from  the 
very  nature  of  things  be  permanent.  But  her  mi- 
nerals are  inexhaustible,  and  promise  to  do  for  her 
and  for  this  country  what  nothing  else  could  do. — 
There  are  three  great  fields  of  coal  in  Pennsylvania 
east  of  the  Alleghanies,  the  northern,  middle  and 
southern.  Each  of  these  is  about  sixty-five  miles 
long  and  about  five  miles  wide.  They  are  hedged  in 
and  coveredup  with  mountains;  and  yet  these  moun- 
tains are  broken  up  and  divided  by  rivers  which 
form  natural  openings  for  the  coal  to  be  carried  out. 
In  one  of  these  coal  fields  there  is  no  less  than  six 
of  these  breaks. 

The  natural  outlet  ormarket  for  the  north  field,  is 
to  New  York  city,  and  up  into  all  New  York  state. 
That  of  the  middle  is  through  the  great  canal  from 
Mauch  Chunk  to  Easton,  and  thence  to  New  York 
or  Philadelphia,  and  that  of  the  south  down  the 
Schuylkill  river,  and  also  down  the  Susquehanna  to 
the  Chesapeake  bay.  This  last  great  outlet  is,  in- 
deed, common  to  them  all.  These  three  great  coal 
fields  are  each  divided  again  into  several  mining  dis- 
tricts. The  southern,  for  example,  has  five  of  these 
districts.  Luok  a moment  at  one  of  these — that  with 
which  we  are  most  acquainted  at  Philadelphia,  the 
Schuylkill  district.  The  mines  are  worked  by  two 
, companies,  and  by  individual  enterprise.  What  are 


they  doing  in  this  district?  They  have  made  rail 
roads,  of  which  43  miles  are  underground.  199  miles, 


at  a rost  of  $3,429,130 

They  employ  831  canal  boats,  which  with 

horses,  cost  984,375 

Large  wagons  1,725,  129,000 

Collieries  129,  258,000 

Steam  engines  10,  iso’ooo 

Acres  of  coal  land  60,000,  at  $60  pr  acre,  3,500,000 
Houses  for  miners,  u'harves,  Ktc.  &c.  2,500,000 


$10,360,555 

This  is  only  the  capital  employed  in  one  district 
out  of  five,  in  one  of  the  three  great  coal  beds.  I 
have  no  data  as  to  the  rest,  but  probably  they  at  the 
present  time  require  no  less  capital. 

In  1837,  Pennsylvania  sent  854,751  tons  of  anth- 
racite coal  to  market,  not  including  what  went  from 
the  north  division,  which  must  have  been  a very 
great  amount,  since  50,000  tons  went  from  Wyo- 
ming valley.  It  is  thought  that  at  least  one  millionoi 
tons  will  be  brought  to  market  this  year.  But  this 
is  nothing  compared  with  what  we  shall  do.  Look 
at  England.  Her  coal  is  eighteen  hundred  feet  be- 
low the  surface  of  the  earth.  As  late  as  the  thir- 
teenth century,  coal  was  prohibited  by  royal  procla- 
mation, from  being  burned  in  London,  because  it 
was  a public  nuisance!  Now,  the  quantity  used  in 
that  city  annual!}',  is  not  less  than  2,500,000  tons  for 
fuel,  and  230,000  tons  for  gas.  Great  Britain  yeaily 
consumes  and  exports  30,000,000  tons;  of  this 
615,255  tons  go  to  foreign  countries,  and  40,000 
tons  to  the  United  States. 

Look  at  the  influence  which  coal  is  to  have  on 
our  manufacturing  interests. 

Iron.  Coal  was  first  used  in  England  for  smelt- 
ing iron  in  1740.  At  that  time  England  smelled 
only  17,000  tons  ofpig  iron  in  59  furnaces.  In  ISS0, 
she  made  one  million  of  tons,  she  employed  200,00.1 
men  in  making  pig  iron,  and  360,000  in  manufac- 
turing it  into  hardware  and  cutlery  at  a cost  of 
$109,332,233.  In  the  U.  States  we  made  in  1831, 
191,536  tons  of  pig  iron  in  23.9  furnaces,  and  this 
year  we  shall  probably  make  250,000  tons,  of  which 

100.000  tons  will  be  made  in  Pennsylvania.  But 
there  are  two  furnaces  in  Wales  which  make  as 
much  as  all  this  state,  and  there  are  a thousand  tons 
made  there  every  day  in  the  year,  by  means  of  coal. 
In  a former  letter  I stated  what  is  the  result  of  the 
experiment  at  Farrandsville  in  using  bituminous 
coal.  It  succeeds  to  admiration. 

But  it  is  found  by  George  Crane,  in  England,  that 
he  can  use  anthracite  coal  to  still  greater  advantage 
in  smelting  iron.  They  are  now  trying  it  at  Potts- 
ville,  and  it  is  said  it  will  succeed.  I trust  and  be- 
lieve it  will.  It  is  almost  universally  used  by  the 
smiths  of  Pennsylvania.  I am  told  it  is  a fact, — and 
an  astounding  one  it  is,  that  at  this  hour,  we  have 
orders  in  England,  which  they  cannot  answer  this 
season, for  rail  road  iron  to  the'amountof  $20,000,000! 
— This  ought  not  to  be  so.  There  is  no  reason 
why  we  should  not  make  this  twenty  millions  of 
dollars  circulate  among  our  own  people.  We  have 
every  facility,  but  we  have  not  yet  begun  to  use  our 
coal  in  making  iron,  and  till  we  do,  we  cannot  pre- 
tend to  compete  with  England. 

Wool  and  cotton.  England  early  excelled  in  the 
manufacture  of  woollen  goods.  But  in  1700  she 

manufactured  only  to  the  amount  of  £8,000.000. 

In  1831  it  amounted  to  £21,000,000,  and  employed 

350.000  persons  in  the  manufactory.  She  did  no- 
thing in  the  way  of  manufacturing  cotton  previous  to 

using  coal  for  such  purposes.  Even  twenty  years 
after  coal  was  applied  to  machinery,  the  whole 
amount  of  her  cotton  manufacturing  amounted  only 
to  £200,000.  In  1832  if  employed  £7,000,000 
raw  cotton;  800,000  spinners  and  weavers  at  a cost 
£18,000,000;  100,000  machine  makers  at  a cost  of 
£3,000,000;  profits,  coal  and  wear  £6,000,000, 
makingan  aggregate  of  £34,000.000,  cr  152,222,222 
pounds  employed  in  the  cotton  mauufactiiri s 
in  England;  and  coal  is  the  moving  power.  Take 
that  away  and  all  this  would  sink  avva>y  and  be  gone* 
What  is  it  not  yet  to  accomplish  in  this  department5 

I may  here  state  (hat  the  English,  by  the  use  of 
coal  annually  manufacture  earthenware  so  as  to  use 

500.000  tons;  of  this  $1,134,374  worth  are  exported 
into  the  United  States.  This  estimate  is  for  1831. 
It  is  now  too  small. 

Agriculture.  It  is  hardly  possible  to  estimate  the 
influence  of  coal  upon  agriculture.  A peep  into  the 
sea  girt  Isle  will  show  this.  What  commons  have 
they  enclosed,  what  marshes  drained,  what  im- 
provement in  cattle  and  dairies,  in  so  wing  and  plant- 
ing! There  are  in  England  about  34,000,000  of 
acres.  Deduct  3,000,000  for  cities  and  roads  — 
They  then  occupy  3,000,000  for  wheat,  3,000  000 
lor  oats  and  beans,  and  3,000,000  in  barley,  making 
9,000,000  of  acres  under  (he  highest  possible  culti- 
vation. Now  see  what  a population  has  sprung  up 
In  1709  England  had  but  5,500,000  inhabitants.— 
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Now,  though  she  has  planted  colonies  and  filled  the 
earth  and  the  ocean  with  her  people,  she  has  at  least 
20,000,000.  The  increase  is  almost  wholly  confined 
to  the  coal  regions. 

Shipping.  In  1751  the  shipping  of  England 
amounting  only  to  607,000  tons,  in  1834  it  amount- 
ed to  26,055  vessels,  2,718,100  tons,  and  employed 
168,061  men.  No  less  than  1,600  ships  are  employ- 
ed in  the  New  Castle  coal  business!  In  1835  Eng- 
land had  527  vessels  propelled  by  steam,  in  which 
coal  was  the  fuel.  A fact  in  regard  to  Philadelphia. 
By  examining  the  list  of  arrivals  at  Philadelphia,  it 
is  found  that  no  more  vessels  arrive  now  from  fo- 
reign trade  than  did  in  1778.  There  ha3  been  no  in- 
crease for  the  last  50  years.  But  in  1787  the  num- 
ber of  coasting  vessels  was  only  390;  in  1838,  it  was 
ten  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-eight! 

Just  recollect  that  anthracite  coal  is  pronounced 
by  the  agent  of  the  Great  Western  to  be  the  best 
fuel  of  steam  ships  on  the  Atlantic,  that  the  oceans 
are  to  be  travelled,  and  all  our  manufacturing  dune 
hereafter  by  coal;  that  our  iron  is  to  be  made,  our 
whole  country  warmed  in  winter  by  coal;  that  we 
are  to  cut  down  our  forests  and  fill  our  land  with  in- 
habitants, and  you  will  see  something  of  the  amount 
of  coal  needed.  Where  shall  we  get  it?  Here  is 
the  giant  Pennsylvania,  all  her  bowels  west  of  the 
Alleganies,  equal  to  one-third  of  her  whole  territo- 
ry, filled  with  bituminous  coal;  with  three  great  in- 
exhaustible regions  of  anthracite  east  ot  the  moun- 
tains, with  openings  to  every  vein  ot  coal,  here  she 
is  saying  to  the  whole  country’,  “I  lie  in  your  very 
centre — [ can  reach  any  and  every  part  of  the  union 
— I have  within  me  that  which  will  manufacture  all 
your  cotton — which  will  fill  the  ocean  with  ships, 
which  will  send  you  through  a continent  in  a few 
hours,  which  will  turn  your  mountains  into  iron, 
which  will  fill  the  land  with  industrious  inhabitants; 
come  to  me,  and  I will  supply  you  all;  God  ba3 
made  me  the  repository  of  untold  wealth  amt  bless- 
ings, and  I will  bestow  it  with  a liberal  hand,  and  a 
grateful  heart.” 

COMMERCIAL  TREATY 

BETWEEN  HOLLAND  AND  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  Hague,  July  30. 

The  Staats  Courant  of  to-day  contains  a royal  or- 
dinance, promulgating  the  treaty  of  commerce  and 
navigation  between  the  Netherlands  and  the  Unit- 
ed States  of  America. 

The  United  Stales  of  America  and  his  majesty 
the  king  of  the  Netherlands,  anxious  to  regulate  the 
commerce  and  navigation  carried  on  between  the 
two  countries  in  their  respective  vessels,  have,  for 
that  purpose,  named  plenipotentiaries;  that  is  to 
say,  the  president  of  the  United  States  has  appoint- 
ed John  Forsyth,  secretary  of  state  of  the  said  Unit- 
ed States,  and  his  majesty  the  king  of  the  Nether- 
lands has  appointed  Jonkheer  Evert  Maurius  Adrian 
Martini,  member  of  the  body  of  nobles  of  the  pro- 
vince of  North  Brabant,  knight  of  the  order  of  the 
Netherlands  lion,  and  his  charge  d’affaires  in  the 
United  States,  who  having  exchanged  their  respec- 
tive full  powers,  found  in  good  and  due  form,  have 
agreed  to  the  following  articles: 

°Art.  1.  Goods  and  merchandise,  whatever  their 
ori  '-in  may  be,  imported  into,  or  exported  from,  the 
ports  of  the  United  States,  from  or  to  the  ports  of 
the  Netherlands  in  Europe,  in  vessels  of  the  Nether- 
lands, shall  pay  no  higher  or  other  duties  than  shall 
be  levied  on  the  like  goods  and  merchandise  as  im- 
ported or  exported  in  national  vessels.  And  reci- 
procally, goods  and  merchandise,  whatever  their 
origin  may  be,  imported  into  or  exported  from  the 
ports  of  the  Netherlands  in  Europe,  from  or  to  the 
ports  of  the  United  States,  in  vessels  of  the  said 
states  shall  pay  no  higher  or  other  duties  than  shall 
be  levied  on  the  like  goods  and  merchandise  so  im- 
ported or  exported  in  national  vessels.  The  boun- 
ties, drawbacks,  or  other  favors  of  this  nature  which 
may  be  granted  in  the  states  of  either  of  the  con- 
tracting parties  on  goods  imported  or  exported  in 
national  vessels,  shall  also,  and  in  like  manner,  be 
granted  on  goods  directly  exported  or  imported  in 
vessels  of  the  other  country  to  and  from  the  ports 
of  the  two  countries,  it  being  understood  that  in 
the  latter,  as  in  the  preceding  case,  the  goods  shall 
have  been  loaded  in  the  ports  from  which  such  ves- 
sels shall  have  been  cleared. 

Art.  2.  Neither  party  shall  impose  upon  the  ves- 
sels of  the  other,  whether  carrying  cargoes  between 
the  United  States  and  the  ports  of  the  Netherlands 
in  Europe,  or  arriving  in  ballast  from  any  other 
country,  any  duties  of  tonnage,  harbor  dues,  light 
houses,  salvage,  pilotage,  quarantine,  or  port  charge 
of  any  kind  or  denomination,  which  shall  not  be 
imposed  in  like  cases  on  national  vessels. 

Art.  3.  It  is  further  agreed  between  the  two  con- 
tracting parties,  that  the  consuls  and  vice  consuU 
of  the  United  States  in  the  ports  of  the  Netherlands 
in  Europe,  and  reciprocally  the  consuls  and  vice 


consuls  of  the  Netherlands  in  the  ports  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  shall  continue  to  enjoy  all  privileges,  pro- 
tection and  assistance,  as  may  be  usual  and  neces- 
sary for  the  duly  exercising  of  their  functions,  in  re- 
spect also  of  the  deserters  from  the  vessels,  whether 
public  or  private,  of  their  countries. 

Art.  4.  The  contracting  parties  agree  to  consi- 
der and  treat  as  vessels  of  the  United  States  and  of 
the  Netherlands,  all  such  as  being  furnished  by  the 
competent  authorities  with  a passport  or  sea  letter, 
shall  under  the  then  existing  laws  and  regulations, 
be  recognized  as  national  vessels  by  the  countries 
to  which  they  respectively  belong. 

Art.  5.  In  the  case  of  shipwreck  or  damage  at 
sea,  each  party  shall  grant  to  the  vessels,  whether 
public  or  private,  of  the  other,  the  same  assistance 
and  protection  which  would  be  afforded  to  its  own 
vessels  in  like  cases. 

Art.  6.  The  present  treaty  shall  be  in  force  for 
the  term  of  ten  years,  commencing  3ix  weeks  after 
the  exchange  of  the  ratifications,  and  further,  until 
the  end  of  twelve  months  after  either  of  the  con- 
tracting parties  shall  have  given  to  the  other  notice 
of  its  intention — each  of  the  contracting  parties  re- 
serving to  itself  the  right  of  giving  such  notice  to 
the  other  after  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  ten 
years;  and  it  is  hereby  mutually  agreed,  that  in  case 
of  such  notice,  this  treaty,  and  all  the  provisions 
thereof,  shall,  at  the  end  of  the  said  twelve  months, 
altogether  cease  and  determine. 

Art.  7.  The  present  treaty  shall  be  ratified,  and 
the  ratification  shall  be  exchanged  at  Washington 
within  six  months  of  its  date,  sooner  if  practicable. 

In  witness  thereof,  the  respective  plenipoten- 
tiaries have  signed  the  same,  and  have  affixed  there- 
to the  seal  of  their  arms. 

Done,  in  duplicate,  at  the  city  of  Washington, 
this  nineteenth  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-nine. 

[l.  s.]  JOHN  FORSYTH, 

[l.  s.]  AD.  MARTINI. 

NORTH  POINT  MONUMENT. 

From  the  Baltimore  Patriot. 

It  having  been  determined,  by  the  military  and 
citzens  of  Baltimore,  to  erect  a monument,  of  ap- 
propriate size  and  material,  upon  the  ground  on 
which  the  battle  was  fought,  in  defence  of  the  city, 
on  the  12th  of  September,  1814,  the  twenty-fifth 
anniversary  of  the  engagement  was  fixed  upon  as  a 
suitable  period  for  laying  the  corner  stone  of  the 
structure.  Yesterday  being  the  designated  day, 
arrangments  were  made  for  commencing,  with  ap- 
propriate form  and  solemnity,  a work  thus  sacred 
to  valor  and  patriotism,  and  which,  by  its  enduring 
record,  should  proclaim  to  the  future,  the  sure  re- 
liance which  these  afforded  to  our  beloved  city,  in 
past  exigency.  The  committee  charged  with  the 
general  arrangements  in  connection  with  the  pro- 
posed ceremonial,  had  very  properly  invited  the  at- 
tendance of  all  who  had  been  present  in  arms,  or 
in  any  way  engaged  in  the  defence  of  Baltimore, 
in  September,  1814.  As  compared  with  the  array 
of  that  memorable  period,  it  was  but  a remnant,  in- 
deed, that  time  had  spared  of  our  brave  defenders. 
Nevertheless,  including  those  from  the  city  and  the 
neighboring  towns,  a goodly  number  were  present, 
to  witness  the  interesting  ceremony — a ceremony 
deeply  interesting  to  this  veteran  band  especially, 
since  it  was  to  lay  the  first  stone,  of  a monument, 
in  memory  of  events,  involving  the  destines  ofthi3 
fair  city,  in  the  “rough  hewing”  of  which  they  had 
borne  a manly  part,  twenty-five  years  before! 
These  remnants  of  the  regiments  which  took  part 
in  the  defence  of  Baltimore,  had  each  its  appro- 
priate banner  and  designation;  and  it  is  worthy  of  re- 
mark that  the  flag  of  the  “27th  regiment,”  perforated 
by  more  than  one  British  bullet,  was  borne  bycapt. 
Lester,  the  same  gentleman  who,  as  ensign  and  regi- 
mental flag  officer,  gallantly  bore  it,  during  the  battle. 

The  morning  was  auspicious  to  the  grateful  task 
in  hand.  The  weather  was  favorable;  and  at  an 
early  hour  the  city  was  in  motion.  The  various 
military  corps  constituting  the  first  light  division, 
with  such  other  companies  as  were  in  attendance 
to  unite  in  the  celebration,  marched  from  different 
points,  and  formed  upon  Gay  street.  The  officers 
and  soldiers  who  served  in  defence  of  the  city,  in 
1814,  took  their  places  in  line  in  north  Calvert 
street,  with  their  right  resting  on  Monument  Square. 
About  nine  o’clock  the  military  moved  upon  Balti- 
more street,  with  their  right  resting  on  Calvert 
street,,  where  the  line  of  procession  was  formed 
(under  the  orders  of  major  general  Steuart,  chief 
marshal)  in  the  following  order:  The  commanding 
and  other  officers  of  the  third  division,  M.  M.  on 
the  right  of  whom  were  placed  the  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  revolution;  officers  and  soldiers 
wounded  at  North  Point  and  Fort  McHenry;  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  who  served  in  defence  of  Balti- 
more; officers  of  the  militia  of  Maryland,  in  uni- 


form; the  mayor  of  the  city,  orator  and  officiating 
clergyman;  the  reverend  clergy:  the  governor  of 
Maryland;  heads  of  departments  of  national  go- 
vernment; heads  of  departments  of  state  govern- 
ment; judges  of  United  States;  judges  of  Mary- 
land; senators  and  members  of  congress;  senators 
and  delegates  of  Maryland;  members  of  city  coun- 
cil, and  officers  of  corporation;  strangers  of  dis- 
tinction; officers  of  the  army  and  navy;  the  various 
military  corps  comprising  the  first  light  division, 
with  other  corps  present,  and  citizens. 

Thus  formed  and  constituted,  the  procession  was 
put  in  motion  about  ten  o’clock.  Its  line  of  march 
was  down  Baltimore  street  to  Caroline;  down  Ca- 
roline, to  Bank  street;  down  Bank  street  to  Bond 
street;  and  thence  to  the  wharf  at  Fell’s  Point, 
where  steamboats  were  lying  in  readiness  to  receive 
the  constituents  of  the  extended  line,  and  transport 
them  to  the  spot  selected  for  the  site  of  the  monu- 
ment. The  steamboat  bearing  the  venerated  name 
of  Carroll  of  Carrollton,  was  appropriately  desig- 
nated as  that  which  should  carry  to  the  ground  the 
officers  and  soldiers  who  had  borne  a part  in  the 
defence  of  Baltimore.  Six  other  steamboats,  of 
capacious  size,  received  the  military  and  other  con- 
stituents of  the  line  of  procession.  The  streets 
were  lined  throughout  on  either  side  with  people  of 
all  ages,  spectators  ot  the  imposing  pageant,  and 
fair  faces  and  bright  eyes  were  turned  approvingly 
from  a thousand  windows,  upon  the  line,  thus  mov- 
ing to  its  patriotic  work,  or  to  assist  in  the  attend- 
ant ceremonies.  The  embarkation  at  Fell’s  Point 
was  completed  about  half  past  eleven  o’clock,  in 
presence  of  a might}’  concourse  of  people,  a large 
proportion  of  whom  then  proceeded  to  the  ground, 
by  sail  boats,  rail  road  cars,  carriages,  “on  horseback 
and  on  loot” — even  as  best  they  might — to  witness 
the  laying  of  the  corner  stone,  of  the  North  Point 
monument. 

Among  the  troops  from  abroad,  were  captain 
France’s  company  of  light  infantry  from  Washing- 
ton; the  Potomac  dragoons,  captain  Mason  from 
Georgetown;  the  light  infantry,  from  Annapolis, 
captain  Green;  Patapsco  greys,  captain  Swain;  and 
the  Elkton  guards — all  fine  troops,  with  elegant 
uniform  and  equipments. 

Upon  the  ground,  we  observed  the  governor  of 
Maryland,  Mr.  Woodbury,  secretary  of  the  treasu- 
ry; Mr.  Grundy,  attorney  general  U.  States;  judges 
Tanev  and  Wayne,  of  the  supreme  court;  Mr. 
Dickens,  clerk  of  the  U.  States  senate — the  veteran 
generals  Foreman,  Stansbury,  McDonald,  and  se- 
veral others  distingushed  for  great  age  and  long 
public  service. 

For  the  further  record  of  the  day’s  proceedings, 
we  are  indebted  to  the  pen  of  a correspondent,  and 
will  merely  add  that  general  Howard,  the  orator  of 
the  day,  fully  deserves  all  that  is  said  of  him;  and 
that  the  prayer  of  the  rev.  Dr.  Johns,  was  sublime- 
ly eloquent,  and  remarkably  appropriate  to  the  oc- 
casion. The  “star  spangled  banner”  which  floated 
in  triumph  at  Fort  McHenry,  during  the  bombard- 
ment, and  which  was  pierced  by  the  shells  of  the  ene- 
my, was  suspended  from  the  rostrum,  and  during  his 
address  the  orator  alluded  to  it  with  electrical  effect. 

Well — twenty-five  years  ago,  yesterday,  was 
fought  the  battle  of  North  Point — or  less  eupho- 
niously, Long  Log  lane.  This  was  one  of  those 
battles  which  exhibited  the  wealth,  the  morality, 
the  education  and  the  patriotism  of  the  country,  ar- 
rayed in  opposition  to  the  sixpence-a-day  soldiery 
of  England.  I saw  the  very  spot  yesterday — two 
bodies  of  wood  are  separated  by  a narrow  field, 
some  three  hundred  yards  across,  through  the  mid- 
dle of  which  and  leading  from  one  wood  to  the 
other  and  passing  through  both  of  them  was  the 
North  Point  road,  or  Long  Log  lane.  On  the  farthest 
skirt  of  the  wood,  next  to  Baltimore,  was  placed 
the  American  line — gentlemen  by  education,  per- 
sons having  an  interest  in  the  community,  mecha- 
nics, who  had  left  their  daily  avocations,  ship  mas- 
ters, whose  idleness  gave  them  leisure  for  the  fight, 
and  on  the  side  of  the  opposite  hill  of  trees,  shone 
the  polished  breast  plates,  and  gleamed  the  red 
uniforms,  of  the  British  soldiers.  Yes,  there  is  the 
spot, — the  field  on  the  right  of  the  lane  has  been 
kept  clear  by  the  labors  of  the  husbandman; — that 
on  the  left  has  been  suffered  to  grow  up  in  a thick 
growth  of  persimmon,  scrub  oak  and  cedar.  This 
field  was  separated  from  the  wood  by  a worm  fence, 
and  behind  this  fence,  the  27th  regiment  was  post- 
ed.—The  fence  still  stands  where  it  stood  twenty- 
five  years  ago.  On  the  right  side  of  the  road  there 
was  also  a fence,  but  this  was  pulled  down  at  the 
time  by  the  soldiers,  for  some  reason  unknown  to 
the  writer,  and  in  its  stead  there  has  recently  been 
erected  a new  bright  post  and  rail  enclosure.  The 
site  of  the  new  monument  is  near  to  the  angle 
formed  by  the  road  and  this  new  fence;  and  on  the 
spot,  where,  on  the  day  of  battle  which  it  is  to 
commemorate,  stood  a small  tenement  and  a hay 
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stack,  which  were  destroyed  by  fire,  lest  they 
might  aft'ord  a cover  to  the  English. 

Well,  twenty-five  years  has  made  but  little 
change  in  the  scenery  of  the  battle  ground.  The 
forest  trees  are  larger,— the  old  battle  field  has  in 
places  a covering  of  stunted  growth,  as  though  the 
blood  of  that  day,  unlike  the  blood  of  battle  fields, 
nourished  not  the  productions  of  the  soil — but  in 
all  the  essential  particulars — the  spot  is  the  same. 
True,  recent  improvement  is  apparent  in  a new 
tavern  and  some  half  finished  sheds  on  the  borders 
of  a creek  that  hems  in  the  scite  of  the  conflict  to 
the  westward,  and  trees  with  white- washed  bodies 
give  a spectral  appearance  to  the  banks  of  the  quiet 
and  secluded  little  estuary,  which  here  seeks  its 
modest  course  to  the  interior,  as  though  to  find  a 
placid  home  for  its  waters,  remote  from  the  wind- 
swept and  changeful  billows  of  the  Chesapeake. — 
Profit  is  the  god  that  has  presided  over  these  im- 
provements; and  taste,  like  Astrea  of  old,  has  fled 
in  disgust  from  the  desecrating  and  overwhelming 
spirit  of  her  all  powerful  rival.  But,  again  to  re- 
peat it,  the  battle  ground  of  1839,  is  the  same  as 
that  of  1814. 

Well,  sir,  to  that  battle  ground  did  I find  my  way 
with  thousands  of  others,  on  that  same  yesterday, 
whose  doings  inspire  me  with  an  idea  of  being  their 
chronicler;  and  at  an  early  hour  I found  myself  in 
the  neighborhood  of  the  place  at  which  the  steam- 
boats w'ith  their  freight  of  living  beings  from  Balti- 
more were  expected.  Not  one  of  these  walking 
giants  of  the  waters  had  yet  made  its  appearance; 
but  the  little  creek  or  bayou,  for  some  distance 
down,  and  until  projecting  and  interlocking  head- 
lands interrupted  the  further  view  was  dotted  with 
rail  boats  and  oar  boats — and  its  banks  resounded 
with  the  merry  peal  of  laughter,  and  the  joyous 
shout  of  astonishment  and  mirth  as  some  awkward 
accident  occurred  to  the  unfrequent  enjoyers  of 
aquatic  sports. 

Presently,  however,  the  chimneys  of  a steam- 
boat appeared  above  the  tree  tops,  and  a huge 
monster,  the  sea  steamer  Alabama,  rushed  around 
the  most  remote  headland,  crowded  with  people. — 
Her  appearance  in  the  little  bayou,  for  it  was 
nothing  more,  was  eminently  picturesque,  and  for 
half  an  hour  the  efforts  made  to  unload  her  cargo 
of  men,  women  and  children,  afforded  constant 
amusement  to  those  who  had  more  luckily  taken 
the  land  route  to  reach  the  battle  ground.  "Gentle- 
men soused  into  the  water — ladies  popped  into  the 
mud,  and  one  fine  gallant  looking  dame,  whose 
well  turned  and  neatly  stockinged  ancle  was  dark- 
ened with  a covering  of  the  aliuvion  of  the  banks, 
turned  the  smile  which  would  have  been  at  her 
into  an  approval,  as  she  exclaimed,  “well  ’tis  the 
fortune  of  war,  and  others,  in  times  gone  by,  fared 
worse  at  this  same  landing  place  than  1 have  done.” 
God  bless  them  all — these  women.  They  had  little 
business,  in  the  melee  of  the  day  in  question:  but 
wherever  they  appear  they  gild  with  their  beauty, 
arid  they  enliven  with  their  wit  the  scene  which 
they  condescend  to  grace.  Mr  toast,  sotto  voce, 
was  afterwards,  “the  women — God  bless  them.” — 
But  this  was  episodical. 

After  the  Alabama,  came  the  Rappahannock — 
then  the  Relief,  then  the  Carroll,  then  the  Virginia, 
then  the  Fredericksburg  and  the  Georgia— alfload- 
ed  to  their  utmost  ability  to  receive,  with  people.— 
Gay  and  grave  w'ere  there — the  visitor  to  the  spot, 
who  had  been  born  since  the  battle — the  men  who 
had  been  partakers  in  the  combat — the  citizen  sol- 
diery who  came  to  imbibe  lessons  of  patriotism, 
on  the  very  spot,  where  the  flame  had  blazed  up- 
wards on  her  altars,  at  a by-gone  day,  with  a glory 
that  had  not  yet  faded,  and  whose  hue  would, 
through  (he  lapse  of  all  time,  impart  its  brilliant 
glow  to  the  page  of  history.  Little  children  came, 
who  lisped  the  name  of  the  battle — old  men  came, 
who  could  scarce  so  frame  their  speech  as  to  pro- 
nounce “the  name  aright.”  The  infantry  with 
their  close  ranks  and  measured  tread — the  artillery 
— -with  “the  roll  of  the  rattling  gun” — the  cavalry, 
with  the  clank  of  the  sabre,  and  the  clangor  of  the 
trumpet,  and  the  snort  of  the  war  horse — all  were 
there! — It  was  a proud  and  martial  sight,  and  en- 
compassed round  about  with  elements  of  beauty  in 
the  deep  green  of  the  forest,  the  far  perspective  of! 
the  waters,  and  the  gay  and  gladsome  faces  of  those 
who  came  to  enjoy  the  pageant  of  the  day.  The 
old  men  grew  warm  in  their  recollections.  Here 
stood  I,  exclaimed  one,  “when  I was  shot.”  “Here 
was  Donaldson  shot,”  said  another.  “Then  came 
from  the  woods  the  44th  British  regiment,”  were 
the  recollections  of  a third.  Witnesses  were  thick 
around  to  tell  the  incident  of  each  of  the  battles — 
and  full  many  a tale  was  told,  which,  upon  the  spot 
in  question,  had  an  interest,  that  the  dry  pages  of 
history  can  never  expect  to  impart  to  il. 

Well — the  corner  stone  was  laid — the  last  ray  of, 
sun  light  shone  for  an  instant  into  the  cavity  where- 


In  wa3  deposited  the  record  of  the  fight — the  ap- 
propriate ceremonies  Were  performed,  and  the  cor- 
ner stone  now  rests  in  peace  until  either  the  great 
day  when  the  solid  earth  3hall  yield  and  crumble, 
or  until,  in  the  long  lapse  of  coming  ages,  granite 
itself  shall  pay  its  tribute  to  time,  and  the  dishumed 
memorials  of  to-day  speak,  like  the  bone  of  the 
Mastadon,  to  a future  and  wondering  generation. 

The  corner  stone  was  laid — and  then  came  the 
oration.  It  was  delivered  by  one  who  had  been  a 
witness  of  the  battle  and  had  shared  its  perils — one 
whose  inheritance  was  a father’s  fame,  won  in  the 
great  battle  of  freedom;  and  who  on  the  occasion 
now  celebrated  had  proved  the  blood  had  not  de- 
teriorated. It  was  eloquent  and  appropriate,  graphic 
and  interesting — in  a word  it  was  fitting  to  the  day. 
The  oration  done — then  came  the  roll  of  vehicles — 
then  came  the  battle  of  the  teeth — then  popped  the 
cork  and  flowed  the  wine,  from  the  admirable  col- 
lation of  the  major  general  to  the  pell  mell  of  the 
ambulatory  eating  table.  And  at  last  when  upon 
the  stomach  full  of  patriotism,  was  packed  the  full 
allowance  of  food,  and  when  evening  threw  the 
broad  shadow  of  the  woods  across  the  battle  ground, 
group  after  group  disappeared,  and  the  plain  block 
of  gray  granite  whose  adjustment  had  been  the 
day’s  object,  was  left  to  the  silence  of  the  night, 
and  the  field  of  the  fight  of  twenty-five  years  since, 
to  quietness  and  repose. 

GENERAL  E . C.  HOWARD’S  ADDRESS. 

The  committee  of  arrangement  appointed  to  su- 
perintend the  laying  of  the  corner  stone  of  the  new 
monument  about  to  be  erected  on  the  battle  ground 
at  North  Point,  addressed  the  annexed  note  to  gen. 
B.  C.  Howard,  soliciting  a copy  of  the  address  de- 
livered by  him  on  that  occasion: — 

[copy.] 

Baltimore,  September  13/A,  1839. 

Sir:  The  undersigned  respectfully  request,  for 
publication,  a copy  of  the  oration  delivered  by  you, 
at  the  battle  ground,  on  the  12th  inst.  Very  re- 
spectfully, your  obedient  servants, 

RICHARD  LILLY, 

chairman  of  com.  ofarr. 
JOHN  RONEY,  secretary. 

General  Benjamin  C.  Howard. 

To  which  the  following  reply  was  made: 

Baltimore,  September  14 Ih,  1839. 

Gentlemen:  In  conformity  with  the  request 
contained  in  your  letter  of  yesterday,  a copy  of  the 
oration  delivered  at  the  battle  ground,  on  the  12th 
instant,  is  transmitted  with  this  note.  Very  re- 
spectfully yours,  BENJ’N.  C.  HOWARD. 
Messrs.  Richard  Lilly,  chairman,  ) Committee  of 
John  Roney,  secretary,  ) arrangmeut. 

ADDRESS. 

Fellow  soldiers  and  fellow  citizens — 

The  duty  which  I have  undertaken  to  perform, 
to-day,  is  one  which  will  require  forme  your  great- 
est indulgence.  The  occasion  which  has  brought 
us  together,  is  calculated  to  excite,  and  must  ex- 
cite, some  of  the  deepest  feelings  of  our  nature.  The 
military  display  around  us,  the  martial  music,  the 
cannon,  the  musquetry,  awakening  the  echoes  which 
have  slept  in  these  woods  for  a quarter  of  a century, 
the  solemn  invocation  to  Heaven,  in  which  we 
have  just  united,  the  spot  where  we  stand — all  con- 
cur in  creating  such  a lofty  tone  of  feeling,  that  I 
shrink  from  being  the  organ  of  its  expression. 
There  are  some  few  situations  in  life,  where  lan- 
guage fails  in  the  attempt  to  keep  peace  with  the 
fervor  and  rapidity  of  thought.  The  mind  is  too 
full  to  listen.  The  faculty  of  memory  can  alone  be 
busy.  The  spectacle  which  passes  before  the  eye 
serves  only  as  the  aliment  for  thought,  and  the  im- 
agination on  eagles’  wings  soars  to  a height  and 
with  a rapidity  of  movement,  which  baffles  every 
effort  of  an  humble  speaker  to  direct  its  flight.  The 
present  case  is  one  of  these.  Even  now,  when  I 
am  beginning  to  address  yon,  I am  sure  that  your 
thoughts  have  already  gone  back  to  the  year  1 S 14, 
and  tliat  you  have  pictured  to  yourselves  the  array 
of  your  fellow  citizens,  as  they  were  drawn  up  in 
order  of  batile,  standing  “between  their  loved  home 
and  the  war’s  dessolation.”  All  the  anxieties  of 
that  day  have  been  brought  freshly  before  your 
thoughts,  by  an  effort  of  memory  on  the  part  of  a 
large  portion  of  those  whom  1 address  and  who 
participated  in  the  toils  and  dangers  of  the  day,  or 
by  their  description  to  those  who  have  growm  up  to 
manhood  since  that  period.  With  your  feelings 
thus  strongly  excited,  what  can  I say,  which  will 
not  be  comparatively  cold  and  uninteresting?  Many 
of  you  have  walked  upon  the  very  ground  which 
your  footsteps  pressed  as  you  stood  in  j'our  place  in 
the  line,  and  have  recognised  the  spot  where  your 
| companion  fell  by  your  side.  Nay  more:  I see  be- 
fore ine  a gallant  band,— ala«,  much  reduced  from 
their  original  numbers, — who  were  stretched  them- 


selves upon  the  field,  or  obliged  to  drag  their  crip- 
pled limbs  from  the  scene  of  their  patriotic  devo- 
tion to  duty.  Honor  be  to  the  memories  of  the 
dead  and  the  persons  of  the  living!  Twenty-five 
years  have  changed  every  thing,  except  the  undy- 
ing and  unalterable  spirit  which  makes  us  feel  that 
if  our  country  is  worth  loving,  it  is  worth  defend- 
ing.— Throughout  this  vast  assemblage,  this  is  now, 
whilst  I speak,  the  predominant  emotion  of  every 
heart.  The  blood  which  was  shed  here  did  not 
sink  into  the  ground.  It  has  fed  aflame  upon  the 
altar  of  patriotism,  which  will  never  be  extinguish- 
ed. The  ordinary  pursuits  of  life  in  peace  must, 
of  course,  engross  much  ol  our  attention,  and  one 
class  of  virtues  only  can  be  displayed.  But  when 
dangers  threaten,  when  the  horrors  of  war  are 
brought  near  to  our  view,  and  menace  the  existence 
of  all  that  we  hold  most  dear,  a higher  order  of 
merit  is  drawn  forth  and  exhibited.  The  political, 
like  the  physical  storm,  “when  the  winds  whistle 
and  the  tempest’s  roar,”  is  the  period  when  the  lof- 
tier virtues  of  our  nature  are  displayed.  It  would 
seem  to  be  a decree  of  Providence,  that  a nation, 
like  the  waters  of  the  pool  spoken  of  in  scripture, 
must  be  troubled  before  all  its  virtues  are  develop- 
ed. Our  revolutionary  ancestors  lived  at  such  a 
period,  and  their  characters  are  deemply  imprinted 
with  courage,  sincerity  and  fidelity.  The  last  war 
too  left  its  traces  upon  the  character  of  the  country. 
If  it  were  not  that  war  encvlves  some  of  those  high 
qualities  of  mind  which  remain  dormant  in  peace, 
it  would  be  an  unmitigated  curse  upon  mankind, 
and  never  have  been  permitted  by  the  benevolent 
Ruler  of  the  Universe  to  afflict  our  race.  But  all 
evil  in  the  world  has  its  molifying  portion  of  good, 
if  we  know  how  to  extract  it.  Even  at  this  dis- 
tance of  time,  the  ceremony  in  which  we  are  en- 
gaged brings  with  it  a conscious  increase  of  onr 
own  love  of  country,  whilst  we  commemorate  the 
actions  of  other  days;  and  should  our  services  be 
required  hereafter  to  perform  a similar  duty,  there 
is  not  a man  here  who  would  not  feel  his  bosom 
warmed  by  a remembrance  of  the  celebration  in 
which  we  are  now'  employed,  and  a powerful  in- 
centive to  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  obligations 
rising  up  in  the  midst  of  his  other  emotions,  and 
superior  to  them  all.  But  although  the  effect  to  be 
produced  upon  our  successors  by  the  ceremonies  of 
this  day  may  fairly  be  considered  as  a motive  to 
encourage  us,  it  is  due  to  the  citizen  soldiers  who 
made  this  ground  classic,  that  we  should  comme- 
morate their  actions.  It  coines  so  directly  within 
the  range  of  my  duty  to  particularize  and  comrm  : t 
upon  the  occurrences  of  September,  1814,  that  I 
cannot  escape  from  its  performance,  delicate  as  I 
know  it  to  be.  We  are  yet  too  near  to  that  day  to 
write  its  impartial  history.  The  events  are  spread 
out  before  the  eye  w ith  a warmth  of  coloring  re- 
sembling the  close  view  of  a panorama.  The  spec- 
tator must  recede  until  the  various  tints  become 
mellowed  into  a harmonious  whole,  before  he  can 
venture  to  criticise  with  success.  Hereafter  some 
well  judging  chronicler  will  collect  the  materials 
fora  history  which  may  be  found  scattered  among 
the  papers  and  memoranda  of  the  men  who  acted 
conspicuous  parts  in  the  interesting  struggle,  and 
distribute  amongst  the  individuals  and  corps  their 
respective  portions  of  praise.  This  high  office  it 
is  not  for  me  to  fill.  The  records  of  the  country 
contain  the  official  accounts  of  those  officers  whose 
legitimate  duty  it  was  to  execute  this  delicate  task 
by  some  broad  line  of  distinction,  and  upon  these 
the  judgment  of  the  country  must  rest  until  a future 
day.  Iu  undertaking,  therefore,  to  add  a faint 
sketch  or  two  to  tire  official  documents  of  the  day, 
which  a severe  taste  requires  to  contain  only  a dry, 
although  perspicuous  narrative,  I must,  in  advance, 
bespeak  your  indulgence  for  what  you  may  other- 
wise censure  me  for  leaving  unsaid,  as  well  as  for 
much  of  what  may  be  uttered.  Most  gladly  would 
I have  learned  that  the  performance  of  fhe  duty  of 
the  day  had  been  assigned  to  some  other  individual 
than  myself. 

The  year  1814  will  be  remarkable  in  history  as 
producing  events  which  changed  the  face  of  the 
civilized  world  more  thoroughly  than  entire  gene- 
rations had  done  previously.  Never  since  the 
Crusades  had  so  large  a part  of  Europe  risen  up 
with  one  voice  in  the  pursuit  of  a common  object. 
The  development  of  the  policy  which  Pitt  had  ex- 
hausted his  great  powers  in  promoting,  was  at 
length  apparent.  Lord  Liverpool  once  in  Parlia- 
ment alluded  lo  the  possibility  of  “marching  to 
Paris,”  and  was  afterwards  constantly  ridiculed  for 
what  was  considered  to  be  the  height  of  folly.  But 
to  Paris  the  allied  armies  went,  and  a general  Eu- 
ropean peace  of  course  ensued.  Our  quarrel  with 
Great  Britain  was  upon  points  peculiar  to  ourselves, 
and  was  therefore  unaffected  by  the  otherwise  uni- 
versal pacification.  But  the  consequence  was  that 
England,  who  had  been  fighting  France  in  front  and 
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the  U nited  States  in  the  rear,  now  faced  about  and 
devoted  her  enlire  attention  to  her  only  remaining 
antagonist.  Her  large  armies  were  suddenly  re- 
leased from  active  duty  near  home,  whilst  the  ma- 
chinery of  government  had  been  gradually  in- 
creased in  power  in  proportion  to  the  difficulties 
which  were  to  be  surmounted,  and  could  easily 
continue  its  work.  With  all  the  material  of  war 
in  abundance,  with  numerous  bodies  of  soldiery 
which  it  would  have  been  hazardous  to  disband, 
and  with  a system  of  heavy  taxation  which  it  would 
have  been  imprudent  hastily  to  change,  the  British 
government  was  more  formidable  as  an  enemy,  than 
it  had  been  at  any  time  before,  or  has  ever  been  since. 
If  it  be  allowed  to  use  a homely  illustration,  it 
might  be  compared  to  one  of  our  streams  descend- 
ing from  the  hills  which  is  damned  up  for  useful 
purposes,  until  some  irresistable  torrent  sweeps 
away  the  impediment,  and  descends  with  the  added 
force  of  the  accumulated  waters  above.  All  the  re- 
sources w'hich  England  had  been  collecting  for 
years,  were  suddenly  let  loose  upon  us,  and  a spirit 
of  devastation  was  officially  announced  to  be  her 
motive  of  action.  Washington  had  fallen  before  an 
enemy  whose  sudden  incursions,  destructive  pro- 
ceedings, and  rapid  retreat  were  more  like  an  inva- 
sion of  Danes  a thousand  years  ago,  than  any  oc- 
currence in  modern  war.  Why  the  invading  army 
was  not  repulsed,  it  must  be  for  the  historian  here- 
after to  decide;  but  we  may  venture  to  express  two 
opinions  which  will  not  be  controverted;  the  first  is 
that  the  shores  of  the  Chesapeake  bay  can  only  be 
thoroughly  protected  from  a sudden  attack  by  a na- 
val armament  at  its  mouth,  aided  by  a strong  for- 
tress in  the  neighborhood;  and  the  second  is,  that 
general  Winder  possessed  a degree  of  zeal  and  cour- 
age suitable  to  any  military  duty.  He  is  one  of 
those  officers  who,  twenty-five  years  ago,  had  an 
important  command  in  the  defence  of  our  city,  and 
who  have  since  passed  away  from  our  eyes,  leaving 
their  memory  to  their  friends  and  their  characters 
to  history.  No  one  will,  at  this  day,  speak  of 
Winder  in  any  terms  except  such  as  appertain  to  a 
warm  hearted  patriot  and  zealous  soldier,  who  would 
cheerfully  have  laid  down  his  life  to  purchase  vic- 
tory. But  the  opportunity  was  not  given  him.  The 
disastrous  result  at  Bladensburg,  combined  with 
the  superior  rank  and  acknowledged  experience  of 
major  general  Samuel  Smith,  caused  the  public 
eye  to  be  turned  to  him  as  commander-in-chief,  and 
the  governor  of  Maryland  called  him  into  the  field. 
The  confidence  with  which  men  turned,  in  the  hour 
of  pressure,  for  advice  and  assistance  to  those  who 
had  distinguished  themselves  in  the  revolutionary 
war,  was  founded  upon  instinct  rather  than  calcu- 
lation. In  every  novel  situation  they  look  around 
for  an  experienced  guide,  and  in  no  case  is  this  ne- 
cessity felt  to  be  so  urgent,  as  when  they  are  about 
to  confide  to  the  judgment  of  their  leader,  their 
own  lives.  The  officers  who  were  formed  in  the 
school  of  Washington,  studied  under  a master  who 
taught  them  that  difficulties  required  increased  ex- 
ertion. There  was  a passive,  as  well  as  active 
courage  in  the  character  of  Washington  which  is 
perhaps  the  most  practically  useful  of  the  two  quali- 
ties, as  it  is  the  most  rare.  On  the  banks  of  the 
Delaware  in  1777,  general  Smith  had  learned  one 
of  his  lessons.  He  had  fought  a much  superior 
force  until  he  was  wounded  and  could  fight  no  more. 
It  was  no  new  enemy  that  he  was  required  r.ow  to 
meet;  an  enemy,  having  made  some  improvements 
in  the  art  of  war,  commanded  by  officers  of  more 
enterprize  than  those  who  led  the  British  armies  in 
the  revolutionary  war,  but  still  substantially  the 
same.  The  principles  of  strategie  also  must  ever 
remain  unchanged.  A recurrence  to  these  princi- 
ples, as  well  as  a dictate  of  natural  feeling,  proba- 
bly induced  general  Smith  to  detach  a portion  of  his 
command  for  the  purpose  of  engaging  the  enemy  in 
advance  of  his  main  position.  The  idea  was  excel- 
lent. Militia  become  more  formidable  as  their 
rawness  wears  off.  Every  skirmish  increases  their 
familiarity  with  their  duty,  and  the  officer  who 
uses  them  most  freely  will  soonest  train  them  to 
victory.  Hence  it  is,  that  a partizan  warfare  ra- 
pidly developes  their  capabilities. 

It  may  be  remarked  as  an  interesting  coincidence, 
that  Baltimore  and  New  Orleans  were  both  saved  by 
following  the  same  maxim.  No  one  will  doubt  that 
the  battleof  the  23d  December  was  the  remote  cause 
of  the  safety  of  New  Orleans,  or  that  of  North  Point 
led  to  the  security  of  Baltimore.  In  both  cases  raw 
militia  were  led  against  disciplined  troops,  and  taught 
to  estimate  their  own  powers.  Put  them  in  a situ- 
ation where  manoeuvres  will  not  be  required,  and 
the  question  of  victory  then  becomes  one  of  person- 
al courage  only.  But  let  the  reasons  which  influ- 
enced the  decision  of  general  Smith,  be  what  they 
may, — and  they  cannot  now  be  known  from  his  own 
authority, — the.  sacacity  of  his  course  will  be  ad- 
mitted by  all.  Having  determined  to  send  out  a 


party  to  “feel  the  enemy,”  the  question  of  who 
should  compose  that  party  was  speedily  settled  by 
the  gallantry  of  general  Strieker,  who  claimed  it  as 
a right  that  the  brigade  which  he  commanded,  con- 
sisting entirely  of  Baltimore  militia,  should  be  fore- 
most in  defending  their  homes.  The  order  was  ac- 
cordingly given,  and  on  Sunday  the  1 1th  of  Septem- 
ber, about  three  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  a large 
part  of  the  third  brigade  of  Maryland  militia,  march- 
ed out  Baltimore  street  upon  the  Philadelphia  road. 
The  particular  corps  which  constituted  the  force 
are  mentioned  in  gen  Strieker’s  official  report,  and 
need  not  now  be  enumerated.  The  intention  of  the 
general  appears  to  have  been  a succession  of  skir- 
mishes than  a pitched  battle,  which  is  indicated  by 
the  manner  in  which  he  drew  up  his  troops  when  he 
expected  an  attack;  and  this  probably  accounts  for 
his  not  taking  with  him  a larger  detachment  of  ar- 
tillery. He  left  behind  at  the  entrenchments  not 
less  than  thirty  pieces  of  field  artillery,  and  although 
part  of  the  regiment  had  been  drawn  off’  to  reinforce 
the  garrison  at  Fort  McHenry,  yet  a sufficient  num- 
ber remained  to  work,  effectively,  the  entire  park. 
But  whatever  was  his  motive  for  restricting  the 
number,  he  carried  with  him  only  six  pieces.  Dur- 
ing that  night  the  troops  bivouacked  in  the  woods. 
The  morning  of  Monday  was  spent  in  refreshing 
themselves  and  preparing  for  the  approaching  con- 
test, and  the  line  was  then  formed.  Although  there 
are,  of  course,  many  advantages  resnlting  from 
placing  militia  where  they  are  expected  to  fight, 
and  thus  obviating  the  necessity  of  moving  them  to 
and  fro  in  the  face  of  an  enemy,  it  is  attended  also 
with  a serious  evil.  There  is  none  of  that  excite- 
ment of  mind  which  change  of  position  induces,  and 
a weariness  ensues.  The  thoughts  of  a raw  soldier 
before  a battle  are  not  like  those  of  a veteran,  be- 
cause danger  is  always  magnified  by  inexperience. 
There  is  something  cheering,  also,  in  making  an  at- 
tack. To  be  an  assailant  carries  with  it  a feeling 
something  like  a consciousness  of  being  the  stronger 
party,  and  confidence  follows.  The  troops  therefore 
who  were  drawn  up  in  order  of  battle  on  the  12th  of 
September.  1814,  had  all  these  sinister  influences  to 
overcome,  for  they  were  waiting  until  it  was  the 
pleasure  of  their  enemy  to  attack  them, — a choice 
which  gave  to  that  side  a manifest  advantage.  Some 
such  reflections  as  these  may  probably  have  passed 
through  the  mind  of  general  Strieker,  heightened  by 
the  entire  uncertainty  in  which  he  was,  as  to  the 
time  when  his  adversary  might  choose  to  make  an 
attack.  Uninformed  of  the  position  and  occupation 
of  the  British  forces,  and  therefore  incapable  of  even 
conjecturing,  much  less  calculating,  when  their  for- 
ward movement  would  be  made,  and  having  made 
two  unsuccessful  attempts  to  acquire  this  informa- 
tion, he  directed  major  Richard  K.  Heath,  of  the 
5th  regiment,  to  take  with  him  a small  detachment 
and  proceed  towards  the  enemy  until  he  saw  where 
they  were,  and  what  they  were  doing.  This  order 
was  promptly  executed.  With  the  force  mentioned 
in  the  official  despatch,  major  Heath  pursued  bis 
march  under  the  belief  that  the  information  which 
he  had  received  was  correct,  and  that  his  enemy  was 
two  miles  off.  After  proceeding  about  half  a mile, 
the  major  ordered  his  riflemen  to  take  post  upon  his 
flanks,  intending,  with  military  precaution,  to  guard 
against  an  ambush,  by  scouring  the  country  upon 
either  flank  as  he  marched  along.  The  order  had 
just  been  given  and  the  riflemen  were  preparing  to 
diverge  to  the  right  and  left,  whilst  the  column  was 
moving  leisurely  down  the  road,  when,  as  the  head 
of  it  ascended  a small  eminence,  there  appeared,  at 
the  distance  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards, 
the  van  guard  of  the  enemy’s  forces  moving  up.  A 
sharp  fire  was  immediately  opened  upon  both  sides. 
The  American  infantry  occupied  the  road,  whilst 
the  riflemen  who  had  taken  a position  upon  the 
flanks  but  not  yet  left  the  column,  availed  them- 
selves of  whatever  advantages  the  ground  afforded, 
to  use  their  weapons  with  effect.  An  order  was 
given  to  move  the  piece  of  artillery  to  the  front, 
which  was  obdyed,  but  it  was  withdrawn  without 
being  used.  The  British  light  troops  moved  rapidly 
and  in  open  order,  to  the  right  and  left,  advancing 
into  the  wood  which  skirted  the  American  right, 
and  hastening  to  gain  a copse  of  wood,  standing  in 
a field  upon  the  American  left.  In  this  state  of  af- 
fairs an  officer  was  distinctly  seen  to  ride  around 
(he  corner  of  the  road  which  concealed  the  main 
column  of  the  British  from  view,  and  move  rapidly 
to  the  front,  with  a non-commissioned  officer  at  each 
stirrup.  He  soon  fell,  and  subsequent  information 
left  no  doubt  of  its  being  major  general  Ross,  the 
commander-in-chief  of  the  British  army,  who  had 
ridden  forward  see  what  the  obstacle  was  in  his 
front,  in  order  that  he  might  make  the  most  prompt 
and  effectual  disposition  of  hi3  troops  that  the  case 
required.  A story  obtained  partial  currency  at  the 
time,  and  perhaps  may  yet  be  repeated,  that  he  was 
slain  by  some  person  who  had  climbed  a tree,  and 


was  thus  enabled  to  overlook  the  ground.  Nothing 
can  be  more  absurd  or  ridiculous  than  this  idle  tale. 
There  was  neither  time  nor  motive  for  any  one  to 
adopt  such  a device.  The  British  general  was  slain 
in  fair  and  open  combat  by  those  whose  persons 
were  as  much  exposed  as  his  own;  and  it  is  hoped 
that  the  preposterous  and  derogatory  story  will  ne- 
ver again  be  mentioned.  Major  Heath  found  his 
situation  becoming  perilous  in  the  highest  degree. 
The  fire  began  to  be  opened  upon  him  on  each 
flank,  as  well  as  in  front,  and  he  was  compelled  to 
order  a retreat.  Just  after  giving  the  order  his  horse 
had  one  of  his  hinder  legs  broken  by  a ball,  and  the 
major  dismounted.  Under  an  impression  that  it  was 
disgraceful  to  an  officer  to  lose  his  arms,  he  resolv- 
ed to  extricate  his  pistols  from  his  holsters,  an  ope- 
ration which  he  accomplished  after  some  time  and 
trouble  as  well  as  hazard,  for  the  Biitish  flankers  had 
ranged  along  the  wood  to  such  a distance  that  their 
lateral  fire  annoyed  the  retiring  party  for  a consi- 
derable time.  This  gallant  and  meritorious  officer 
no  longer  lives,  and  if  it  were  permitted  to  me  on 
this  occasion,  to  indulge  private  friendship,  I would 
pause  to  pay  a tribute  of  respect  to  the  memory  of 
a brave  and  worthy  man.  But  there  were  other  of- 
ficers as  well  as  privates  who  periled  their  lives 
most  frankly  in  that  anxious  day,  to  whose  memo- 
ries a well  earned  tribute  of  praise  would  be  due, 
if  this  were  the  occasion  lo  repeat  the  long  list  of 
those  who  have  since  died;  and  there  still  survive 
numbers  who  exhibited  a fortitude  worthy  of  the 
proudest  days  of  any  history.  Many  of  them  are 
around  me  now,  honoring  this  humble  effort  with 
their  attention.  If  I were  to  venture  to  recite  their 
names,  I should  perform  a duty  grateful  to  myself, 
it  is  true,  but  assume  to  myself  a responsibility 
which  has  not  been  confided  to  my  discretion.  The 
respect  and  affection  of  their  fellow  citizens  must 
continue  to  be  the  rich  rewards  of  the  courage  which 
was  here  displayed.  In  order  properly  to  estimate 
the  degree  of  credit  which  ought  to  be  attached  to 
the  officers  and  men  who  met  their  enemy  on  this 
spot,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  commanding  general*  and  a portion  of 
the  troops,  they  were  entirely  raw;  that  they  were 
subject  to  the  disadvantage  of  waiting  forthe  attack, 
which  is  wearisome  to  the  spirit;  and  that  they  were 
perfectly  aware  of  being  about  to  encounter  veteran 
troops,  trained  in  the  fiercest  contests  of  Europe. 

The  death  of  general  Ross  no  doubt  changed  the 
plan  of  operations  on  the  British  side.  Had  he  liv- 
ed, he  would  probably  have  pushed  directly  on  to 
the  attack  of  general  Strieker’s  front  line,  which 
consisted  only  of  the  5th  and  27th  regiments,  be- 
tween which  his  few  pieces  of  artillery  were  post- 
ed. In  front  of  the  27th  regiment  was  an  extensive 
and  open  field,  whilst  before  the  5th  there  was  not  a 
greater  distance  cleared  than  a small  field  of  less 
than  200  yards  across,  the  opposite  side  of  which  was 
bounded  by  a thick  coppice.  The  British  column 
which  moved  up  the  large  field  soon  discovered  the 
position  of  their  adversary.  The  enterprising  cha- 
racter of  Ross  would  probably  have  induced  him  to 
march  on  to  the  attack  immediately,  and  then  gene- 
ral Strieker’s  plan  would  have  been  followed  out; 
for,  anticipating  such  an  atlack,  he  had  ordered  his 
two  front  regiments  to  retire  by  files  from  the  right 
of  companies,  after  holding  their  ground  as  long  as 
they  could,  and  thus  passing  through  the  39th  and 
51st  which  were  directed  to  open  and  afford  a pas- 
sage, the  skirmish  would  have  been  renewed  from 
time  to  time,  until  the  retiring  troops  reached  the 
strong  ground  where  the  6th  was  posted,  and  where 
another  struggle  was  to  be  made,  by  the  united 
force  of  the  brigade.  But  this  judicious  plan  of 
operation,  so  well  calculated  to  use  his  force  to  the 
best  advantage  and  to  obtain  the  double  object  of 
checking  his  enemy  and  familiarizing  his  own 
troops  to  battle,  was  rendered  impracticable  by  the 
cautious  proceedings  of  colonel  Brooke,  who  suc- 
ceeded to  the  command  of  the  British  forces.  That 
officer  had  just  learned  that  desultory  skirmishes 
were  no  light  matters,  and  he  therefore  proceeded 
according  to  rule,  as  if  he  were  opposed  to  a disci- 
plined army.  Observing  the  short  extent  of  gene- 
ral Strieker’s  front,  he  halted  his  attacking  columns, 
until  he  could  detach  the  4th  regiment  to  turn  the 
left  flank  of  the  American  line.  General  Strieker, 
with  a promptness  and  decision  which  reflect  the 


*Gen.  Strieker  was  the  son  of  an  officer  who  was  a 
captain  in  col.  Smallwood’s  regiment,  in  the  outbreak 
of  the  revolutionary  war.  In  the  battle  of  Long  Island, 
Smallwood’s  regiment  suffered  terribly,  and  captain 
Strieker’s  company  was  almost  entirely  destroyed.— 
The  captain,  however,  survived,  and  was  afterwards 
promoted  to  a lieutenant  colonelcy.  His  son,  John,  serv- 
ed under  him  for  some  time  as  a cadet,  and  was  then 
appointed  an  officer  of  artil'erv.  He  is  believed  to  have 
been  present  at  the  battles  of  Trenton,  Princeton,  Bran- 
dywine, German  Town,  Monmouth,  and  others.  At 
the  close  of  the  war,  he  had  risen  to  the  rank  of  captain . 
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highest  honor  upon  his  character,  instantly  chang- 
ed his  whole  plan,  to  meet  the  tuiexpected  and  cau- 
tions movement  of  his  adversary;  and  brought  up 
the  two  regiments  which  he  was  keeping  in  a se- 
cond line,  to  range  with  and  extend  his  first.  Co- 
vering his  solid  columns  with  a cloud  of  sharp- 
shooters, acting  in  open  order,  col.  Brooke  then  ad- 
vanced until  he  reached  the  proper  ground  when 
the  deploy  of  his  columns  and  withdrawal  of  his  light 
troops  exhibited  the  two  lines  of  infantry  oppose  to 
each  other,  separated  by  a short  interval,  which 
constantly  decreased  as  the  British  troops  slowly 
advanced  while  they  re-loaded  their  muskets.  Im- 
mediately in  front  of  the  rifle  battalion  and  5th  re- 
giment was  an  old  fence — called  in  America  phrase- 
ology a worm  fence — which  had  been  in  a great 
measure  pulled  down,  because  from  its  irregular 
form  the  line  could  not  be  drawn  up  close  to  it,  and 
if  suffered  to  stand  it  would  have-  intercepted  their 
own  shots  as  well  as  those  of  the  enemy.  In  front 
of  the  27th  was  a post  and  rail  fence,  which  for  a 
long  time  afterwards  presented  to  the  eye  of  the 
curious  spectator,  numerous  peforations,  showing 
how  thickly  the  British  bullets  flew.  The  protec- 
tion which  general  Strieker  had  intended  to  give  to 
his  left  iiot  being  fully  afforded  by  the  regiment  to 
which  he  had  entrusted  the  duty,  his  line  began  to 
crumble  away  from  left  to  right.  This  historical 
fact  will  explain  the  different  amount  of  loss  which 
his  regiments  sustained.  The  51st  for  example, 
only  lost  seven  men,  whilst  the  39th  sustained  a 
loss  of  twenty-six,  and  the  27th  fifty-five.  As  the 
British  line  continued  to  advance,  exchanging  fires 
with  the  American  infantry  and  receiving  that  of 
the  artillery,  which  was  well  served  throughout  the 
whole  engagement,  the  action  became  warmer  and 
warmer;  until  general  Strieker,  having  accomplish- 
ed the  purpose  which  he  had  in  view,  ordered  a re- 
treat to  his  reserve,  and  finally  to  a position  near 
the  city. 

The  first  remark  which  occurs  from  an  attentive 
perusal  of  the  documents  upon  both  sides,  in  which 
the  commanding  generals;  upon  their  official  re- 
sponsibility, give  an  account  of  the  affair  to  their 
respective  superiors,  is  this— that  although  the 
American  line  retreated  from  a foe  near  at  hand, 
and  might  be  expected  to  incur  the  heavy  loss 
which  is  always  inflicted  upon  a retiring  party,  yet 
the  aggregate  loss  of  the  British  was  greater  than 
that  of  the  American.  The  loss,  for  example,  stat- 
ed in  the  official  reports  of  the  British  officers  was 
290,  exclusive  of  the  naval  brigade  under  captain 
Crofton;  whilst,  on  the  side  of  the  American,  it 
was  only  213.  This  may  perhaps  be  accounted  for 
by  the  deliberate  aim  which  the  Americans  took, 
thus  increasing  the  destructiveness  of  their  fire. 
The  British  musket  carries  such  a large  ball,  that 
after  a few  discharges  the  recoil  of  the  piece  be- 
comes painful  to  the  shoulder,  and  the  gun  is  dis- 
charged with  less  care  than  the  lighter  piece  used 
by  the  American  troops.  The  fence,  too,  in  front 
of  the  27th  regiment,  was  of  great  service  in  giving 
an  accurate  direction  to  their  fire;  a circumstance 
of  which  the  officers  and  men  availed  themselves 
with  great  coolness. 

The  next  remark  is,  the  comparative  equalityof 
loss  which  was  sustained  by  both  the  British  and 
American  regiments  upon  which  the  weight  of  the 
action  fell.  The  21st  British  regiment,  for  exam- 
ple, with  some  other  corps,  was  opposed  to  the  5th 
regiment,  weakened  by  the  subtraction  of  two  com- 
panies, but  aided  by  the  battalion  of  riflemen;  and 
whilst  the  loss  of  the  5th  and  rifle  battalion  together 
was  only  PI,  that  of  the  21st,  its  chief  antagonist, 
was  92,  nearly  double.  So,  the  44th  British  regi- 
ment constituted  the  main  strength  of  the  column 
on  the  right  of  the  road,  opposite  to  the  27th  and 
part  of  the  39th;  and  whilst  the  27th  only  lost  55, 
the  loss  of  the  44th  was  100.  The  fire  of  the  39th 
American  regiment  on  the  left  of  the  27th  was  also 
playing  upon  the  British  line,  but  even  adding  to  the 
loss  of  the  39th,  which  was  26,  to  that  of  the  27th, 
the  aggregate  amount  is  much  less  than  of  the  44th 
regiment  alone,  without  including  the  loss  sustained 
by  the  marines  and  other  corps  in  the  British  line. 
The  result  is  that  each  of  the  American  corps  in- 
flicted upon  its  adversary  a greater  loss  than  that 
which  itself  sustained,  inflicting  and  suffering  a loss 
nearly  proportional  to  the  number  of  which  it  was 
composed.  It  may  be  interesting,  also,  to  compare 
what  may  be  called  these  statistics,  with  those  of 
some  of  the  battles  fought  upon  the  Canadian  fron- 
tier by  the  regular  army  under  general  Brown,  and 
observe  the  difference.  Let  us  take  the  battles  of 
Chippeway  and  Bridgewater,  acknowledged  to  be 
severe  engagements,  which  surrounded  the  brows  of 
the  soldiers  who  fought  them  with  laurels  yet  ver- 
dant in  evergreen  freshness,  and  compare  the  losses 
sustained  by  the  regiments  upon  which  the  brunt  of 
the  battle  fell,  with  those  of  the  regiments  similarly 
situated  here.  The  British  official  statements  of  the 


paiticular  losses,  in  the  battles  of  Chippeway 
and  Bridgewater  are  not  accessible  and  perhaps 
have  never  been  published,  mentioning  only  the  ag- 
gregate, and  the  regimental  losses  on  the  American 
side  must  be  used  as  a basis  of  the  comparison, 
which  is  as  follows: 

Chippeway.  I Bridgewater.  North  Point. 
American  loss.  American  loss.  British  loss  in 
9th  regt.  57  | 9th  regt.  123  two  regiments. 

11th  “ 75  11th  “ 133  41st  regt.  92 

22d  « 52  22d  “ 143  24th  “ 100 

23d  “ 73  25th  “ 106 

It  must  be  recollected  that  the  battles  of  Chippe- 
way and  Bridgewater  lasted  for  a long  time,  and 
were  fought  by  well  disciplined  troops;  and  yet  vve 
see  that  the  losses  of  two  British  regiments  upon  the 
right  and  left  of  this  road  were  greater  than  those  of 
any  American  regiment  in  the  severely  contested 
action  of  Chippeway,  and  not  much  below  any  in 
the  still  more  obstinate  fight  of  Bridgewater.  That 
raw  troops  of  militia  should  have  met,  in  the  open 
field,  and  parted  upon  equal  terms,  with  the  choicest 
troops  of  the  British  army,  which  had,  in  the  pe- 
ninsular war,  seen  some,  of  the  hardest  fighting 
which  can  be  found  in  the  annals  of  the  numerous 
wars  consequent  upon  the  French  revolution,  must 
be  admitted  to  be  no  slight  ground  of  praise.  But 
the  terms  were  not  equal,  if  we  judge  from  the  re- 
sults just  stated.  The  American  troops  retreated, 
it  is  true;  but  it  was  part  of  their  plan  to  do  so. 
The  most  rigid  calculation  cannot  make  the  number 
engaged  upon  the  American  side,  after  the  with- 
drawal of  the  regiment  upon  the  left,  more  than 
1,605;  and  the  chimerical  idea  of  permanently  stop- 
ping the  whole  British  army,  did  not  for  a moment 
present  itself  to  the  mind  of  general  Strieker.  He 
came  out  to  skirmish,  and  no  more.  His  object  was 
to  inform  the  British  general  that  the  city  of  Balti- 
more was  a prize  not  to  be  had  without  some  strug- 
gle; and  the  severity  of  that  struggle  he  left  to  be 
inferred  by  his  enemy,  from  the  events  which  passed 
under  his  own  observation.  The  lesson  was  well 
taught  and  aptly  learned.  The  musket  was  laid 
aside  for  the  mortar  and  bomb-shell;  and  the  whole 
of  Tuesday  and  Tuesday  night  was  employed  in  an 
effort  to  subdue  the  patient  resistance  of  Fort 
McHenry  by  throwing  shells  w'hich  the  garrison  was 
unable  to  return.  There  was  something  exceed- 
ingly picturesque  and  beautiful  in  the  silence  of  that 
fort.  Having  no  weapons  which  could  reach  its  ad- 
versary, carefully  keeping  beyond  the  range  of  can- 
non shot,  its  brave  defenders  were  compelled  to  en- 
dure an  unrequited  and  incessant  shelling  for  tw'en- 
ty-four  hours;  and  with  a few  brief  exceptions,  when 
the  incautious  enemy  ventured  too  near,  and  the  sul- 
len silence  of  the  garrison  was  broken  by  such  a 
salute  from  their  heavy  artillery  as  compelled  a 
prompt  retreat,  the  indignant  defiance  of  the  fort  was 
manifested  only  by  the  w'aving  of  its  flag,  calmly 
floating  in  the  breeze  ar.d  apparently  looking  down 
from  its  lofty  elevation  upon  the  strife  below.  The 
language  addressed  to  the  eye  by  the  continued  and 
proud  waving  of  that  flag,  can  never  be  forgotten  by 
those  who  saw  it.  It  told  every  thing  at  a glance; 
and  the  feeling  which  it  excited  was  most  happily 
expressed  in  one  of  those  bursts  of  genuine  poetry, 
which  is  destined  to  live  as  long  as  the  history  of 
our  nation  shall  be  read  or  told. 

If  general  Ross  had  lived,  it  is  possible  and  in- 
deed probable  that  he  might  have  attempted  to  force 
the  entrenchments,  or  to  pass  around  them  with  a 
view  of  approaching  the  city  upon  a quarter  where 
the  natural  advantages  of  the  ground  were  not  as 
great.  But  the  experienced  eye  of  general  Smith 
had  contemplated  both  these  probabilities,  and  pro- 
vided against  them.  The  heavy  artillery  which 
was  planted  in  batteries,  manned  by  those  who  pos- 
sessed knowledge  how  to  work  their  guns,  and  cou- 
rage to  stand  by  them,  and  the  numerous  corps  of 
infantry  wdiich  lined  the  entrenchments,  would  have 
rendered  the  first  a fruitless  effort,  whether  made  by 
day  or  by  night.  If  by  day,  the  destruction  of  the 
assailing  force  would  have  been  almost  certain,  and 
ample  means  were  provided,  if  the  attack  had  been 
made  by  night,  to  throw  upon  the  advancing  column 
such  a blaze  of  light,  that  the  aim  of  the  defenders 
would  have  been  unerring.  No  direct  attack  could 
have  succeeded.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  a circuitous 
route  had  been  taken,  the  advantages  of  a know- 
ledge of  the  country  and  of  numbers  would  have 
probably  turned  the  scale  in  favor  of  the  American 
troops,  a part  of  which  had  shown,  on  the  day  be- 
fore, that  they  could  meet  the  invaders  in  the  field 
with  a gallantry  well  calculated  to  inspire  caution 
in  an  enemy. 

It  it  proper  to  allude  here  to  an  opinion  expressed 
by  some  author  who  has  written  a biographical 
sketch  of  the  late  commodore  Rodgers,  and  wdio 
hazards  the  opinion  that  Baltimore  wrould  have  capi- 
tulated if  it  had  not  been  for  the  commodore’s  firm 
opposition.  In  denying  this  and  expressing  surprise 


that  a respectable  author  should  have  been  indiscreet 
enough  to  make  such  a statement,  without  a particle 
of  evidence,  we  are  only  doing  that  justice  to  the 
reputation  of  general  Smith  which  Rodgers  himself 
would  have  been  the  first  to  render  to  his  old  and 
valued  friend.  The  assertion  is  now  made,  under 
the  responsibility*  which  belongs  to  the  occasion,  that 
no  one  in  any  authority  for  a moment  entertained 
the  thought  of  capitulation.  Perhaps  there  might 
have  been  found  some  fainthearted  persons,  as  there 
are  such  in  every  community,  who  suggested  the 
thought;  but  if  it  was  so,  it  could  not  have  been 
breathed  to  anyone  of  the  slightest  influence  with- 
out an  instant  rebuke.  Rodgers  performed  his  duty 
with  zeal,  energy  and  usefulness;  and  it  is  deeply  to 
be  lamented  that  the  injudicious  zeal  of  some  friend, 
has  sought  to  add  to  the  chaplet  of  renown  which 
adorns  his  memory,  a wreath  torn  from  the  brow  of 
one  whose  well  earned  character  it  is  our  sacred 
duty,  to-day  especially,  to  guard  from  injury  of  every 
kind. 

There  is  one  circumstance  in  the  narrative  of  the 
defence  of  Baltimore  upon  which  the  attention  can 
dwell  with  peculiar  pleasure.  It  is  the  cheerfulness 
and  promptness  with  which  our  fellow  citizens  in 
the  interior  of  the  country  repaired  to  our  assistance. 
Three  companies  from  Pennsylvania, — from  York, 
Hanover  and  Marietta, — and  one  from  Hagerstown, 
threw  themselves  into  general  Strieker’s  brigade,  and 
bore  an  honorable  share  in  the  fatigues  and  dangers 
of  the  day.  Lage  bodies  of  troops  from  Virginia 
and  Pennsylvania,  as  well  as  from  many  parts  ofour 
own  slate  hastened  to  our  relief  with  a brotherly  af- 
fection. Two  brigades  of  Virginia  militia,  amount- 
ing to  2,500  men,  constituted  a part  of  gen’l.  Win- 
der’s immediate  command  which  hovered  over  the 
right  flank  of  the  British  army  during  the  whole  of 
its  stay  before  the  entrenchments.  In  the  day  of 
Tuesday  this  force  was  increased  by  the  w hole,  or 
nearly  the  whole  of gen  Strieker’s  brigade;  so  that, 
if  col.  Brooke  had  attempted  a circuitous  route  to 
the  city,  he  would  have  had  in  his  front  a body  of 
6,000  men,  whilst  an  equal  number  would  have 
inarched  out  from  the  entrenchments  and  assailed 
him  in  flank.  The  number  which  were  collected 
enabled  general  Smith  thus  to  place  his  troops  in  a 
position  which  menaced  his  enemy  on  every  quarter, 
and  assume  an  attitude  wdiich  manifested  high  mili- 
tary skill.  To  those  troops  who  left  their  peaceful 
homes  amongst  the  hills  where  the  sound  of  the  hos- 
tile cannon  as  it  reverberated  along  the  shores  of 
our  inlets  would  never  have  reached,  and  took  their 
stand  by  our  side,  the  profoundest  gratitude  of  the 
people  of  Baltimore  will  ever  be  due.  Large  bodies 
of  men,  from  Pennsylvania  particularly,  could  not 
reach  us  in  time,  owing  to  the  distance  which  they 
had  to  march.  But  how  would  it  be  now,  with  our 
rail  roads  running  out  from  the  city  in  every  direc- 
tion? How  many  men  could  be  found  coming  to 
our  help,  if  another  attack  were  threatened?  It  is 
not  an  extravagant  calculation,  that  in  forty-eight 
hours  we  could  add  10,000  men  to  our  own  disposa- 
ble force,  and  in  ten  days  40,000.  The  facility  with 
which  troops  can  be  moved  upon  rail  roads  ensures 
the  safety  of  all  our  commercial  cities  from  any  as- 
sault by  land.  Nothing  will  show  the  vast  change 
in  the  pow'er  of  defence  more  clearly  than  a refer- 
ence to  the  two  following  pieces  of  history.  Early 
in  October,  1814,  the  British  fleet  was  still  lying  in 
the  lower  waters  of  the  Chesapeake  bay,  wiihin  ten 
or  twelve  hour’s  sail  of  the  mouth  of  (he  Patapsco. 
As  it  was  entirely  uncertain  w hether  they  would  not 
renew  the  attack  upon  Baltimore,  a large  portion  of 
the  troops  concentrated  for  its  defence  having  been 
disbanded,  and  as  the  progress  of  the  vessels  up  the 
bay  had  been  found  by  experience  to  be  quite  as  ra- 
pid as  the  motions  of  a line  of  videttes  along  the 
winding  shore,  the  unrelaxing  vigilance  of  general 
Smith  was  employed  in  providing  for  such  a fresh 
onset.  A camp  of  choice  troops  from  Philadelphia 
had  been  formed  at  Kennel’s  square  under  the  com- 
mand of  general  Gadwallader,  who,  with  a spirit 
highly  honorable  to  his  character,  offered  to  take  a 
station  some  where  near  Havre-de-Grace  so  that  he 
could  march  to  the  reliefof  Baltimore,  if  it  should  be 
attacked  again,  without  uncovering  Philadelphia,  if 
that  should  become  the  invaded  city.  The  oiler  w as 
.gratefully  accepted  by  general  Smith,  and  the  con- 
sent of  the  secretary  of  war  obtained;  but  the  gover- 
nor of  Pennsylvania  interposed  his  authority  and 
forbade  the  movement  under  the  apprehension  that 
it  might  not  be  found  practicable  to  reach  Philadel- 
phia in  time  from  the  banks  of  the  Susquehanna.  It 
is  not  intended  to  censure  the  governor  for  this  great 
and  perhaps  unnecessary  scrupulosity  in  protecting 
his  own  state,  but  to  ask  who,  at  this  day,  would  en- 
tertain a doubt  of  the  power  of  transpor  ting  1,000 
men  or  more,  in  a few  hours,  from  the  Susquehanna 
to  either  Philadelphia  or  Baltimore.  Again: — The 
secretary  of  war  proposed  the  establishment  of  a 
arge  camp  in  the  vicinity  of  Snowden’s,  or  about 
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halfway  between  Washington  and  Baltimore,  so  as 
to  be  within  reach  of  either  of  these  cities,  it  they 
should  again  bs  troubled;  and  to  place  there  the 
Pennsylvania  Irocps  who  were  still  on  duly  at  Balti- 
more, general  Smith  strenuously  resisted  the  plan  of 
withdrawing  any  part  of  the  troops,  and  satisfied  col. 
Monroe  by  reference  to  actual  experience,  that  the 
fleet  could  move  up  the  bay,  land  its  soldiers  and  re- 
new the  attack  upon  Baltimore  before  (he  troops 
could  be  put  in  motion  and  arrive  for  its  defence. — 
The  purpose  was  abandoned,  and  an  order  which 
had  been  issued  to  carry  it  into  effect,  recalled. — 
Who  now  would  hesitate  about  the  practicability  of 
moving  a brigade  or  even  a division  from  that  point, 
with  about  as  much  celerity  as  troops  could  march 
from  one  end  of  the  city  to  another?  A recent  visit 
of  the  light  division  from  Baltimore  to  Washington, 
for  the  purpose  of  spending  the  day,  and  easy  return 
on  tile  same  evening,  without  any  extraordinary  ef- 
fort of  transportation,  and  the  presence  of  many 
beautiful  corps  from  other  places,  who  have  paid  us 
the  high  compliment  of  joining  in  this  celebration, 
will  show  conclusively  how  much  t lie  defensive 
powers  of  the  country  are  augmented  by  these  mo- 
dern inventions.  In  August,  1814,  the  brigade  which 
marched  to  Washington  under  col.  Joseph  Sterett, 
left  Baltimore  on  Sunday  afternoon,  having  been  re- 
gularly called  into  service  on  the  preceding  Friday. 
The  unfortunate  action  of  Bladensburg  did  not  occur 
until  Wednesday  morning.  In  the  interval  between 
Friday  and  Wednesday,  how  many  troops  can  now 
be  brought  from  various  directions  and  concentrated 
upon  Washington?  Without  precisely  answering 
the  question  it  may  safely  be  asserted,  that  enough 
can  be  assembled  to  resist  any  force  that  will  be  like- 
ly to  be  brought  against  it.  The  abundant  supplies 
of  arms  at  Harper’s  Ferry  can  be  distributed  in  a 
few  hours  or  a day  or  two  to  any  point  not  further 
than  New  York.  The  rail  road  system  too,  is  be- 
coming rapidly  extended;  and  every  additional 
mile  that  is  laid  down,  is  a partial  contribution  lo 
the  security  ol  our  cities  from  invasion.  Consi- 
dered in  tins  point  of  view  alone,  apart  from  all  the 
advantages  of  commerce,  the  rail  loads  of  the  coun- 
try are  worth  all  the  money  which  had  been  ex- 
pended under  their  construction. 

But,  although  these  auxiliary  means  of  defence 
may  tend  to  guard  our  towns  from  a land  force,  yet 
a new  power  has  arisen  in  war  which,  like  all  im- 
portant inventions,  will  essentially  change  the  ex- 
citing state  of  things;  a power  which  scorns  all  de- 
pendence upon  the  winds  for  its  motion;  which  is, 
upon  water,  what  the  fierceness  and  speed  of  the 
war  horse  is  upon  land,  and  which  may  bring  tile 
news  of  its  own  approach  to  an  unsuspecting  coin- 
muniiy,  quietly  reposing  in  the  tranquillity  of  night. 
Against  this  new  mode  of  warfare,  new  defences 
must  be  found.  But  fortunately,  the  bane  and  anti- 
dote exist  together.  The  fire  which  sometimes 
pursues  the  traveller  in  the  western  prairies,  threat- 
ening to  overtake  and  overwhelm  him  in  inevitable 
destruction,  affords  him  also  a certain  escape  from 
danger,  when  used  in  self  defence.  The  power  of 
steam  is  more  efficacious  as  a weapon  of  protection 
than  of  annoyance.  This  is  not  a proper  occasion 
to  follow  out  such  reflections,  for  I fear  that  I have 
already  trespassed  upon  your  patience.  It  is  suffi- 
cient for  us  to  know,  that  as  tile  likelihood  of  war 
diminishes  in  the  civilized  world  by  the  gradual  en- 
croachment of  popular  principles  upon  the  ancient 
governments  of  Europe,  so  in  like  proportion  will 
the  evils  of  an  existing  war  be  diminished,  at  least 
as  it  regards  the  American  nation.  Popular  go- 
vernments are  essentially  pacific.  The  age  lias 
passed  away  in  which  nearly  the  whole  of  Euiope 
could  be  involved  in  war  to  decide  whether  the 
grandson  of  one  crowned  head  or  the  brother  of 
another,  should  be  seated  on  the  throne  of  an  inde- 
pendent kingdom.  That  great  power,  representing 
the  interests  of  tile  people  at  large,  which  lias  risen 
up  in  Europe  of  late  years,  and  like  tile  primeval 
granite  in  the  physical  world,  has  burst  through  the 
superincumbent  strata  which  laid  over  it,  will  not 
suffer  trivial  causes  to  produce  wars.  Whatever  in- 
volves the  United  States  in  war  must  be  a case  of 
clear  justice;  and  when  such  a case  occurs,  let  us 
hope  that  the  united  energies  of  the  nation  will  be 
exerted  to  carry  it  safely  through.  A popular  go- 
vernment, when  sustained  by  the  people,  is  the 
strongest  that  can  be  framed,  and  the  memorials, 
whicii  even  under  a monarchical  system,  are  erected 
in  honor  of  those  who  have  served  the  state,  spring 
from,  while  they  appeal  to,  the  popular  mind.  Thus, 
the  monument  to  Nelson  was  consecrated  by  an  uni- 
versal burst  of  public  feeling,  rousing  the  national 
sensibility  in  its  deepest  recesses,  because  the  people 
were  its  originators.  We  might  ask,  in  no  spirit  of 
triumph  over  the  fallen  enemy,  what  misjudging 
taste  directed  the  decoration  of  the  monument  to 
the  memory  of  Ross,  with  the  broken  flag  staff  of 
the  emblem  of  the  United  States. 


Here  in  the  midst  of  this  assembly  we  can  feel  | 

how  a republican  people  estimate  their  common 
benefactors,  living,  or  dead,  and. -here,  whilst  the  ! 
heart  is  throbbing  with  the  profoundest  emotions  of 
gratitude  and  respect,  we  can  renew,  as  around  Ihe 
altar  of  our  country,  our  vows  of  affectionate  alle- 
giance, and  pledge  in  her  defence,  as  our  ancestors 
did,  of  old,  our  lives,  our  fortunes  and  our  sacred 
honor! 

One  thing  more  remains  to  be  said.  It  is  to  ex- 
press a hope,  that  after  (his  monument  shall  be 
erected,  no  wanton  spirit  of  devastation  may  muti- 
late the  symmetry  of  its  appearance.  It  is  record- 
ed in  the  sacred  volume,  that  after  the  passage  of 
the  Jordan,  Joshua  was  commanded  to  take  twelve 
stones  “out  of  the  place  where  the  priest’s  feet 
stood  firm,”  and  set  them  up  as  memorials.  And 
Joshua  said  to  the  people,  “when  your  children 
shall  ask  their  fathers  in  time  to  come,  saying,  what 
mean  ihese  stones,  ye  shall  let  your  children  know 
(hat  Israel  came  over  this  Jordan  on  dry  land;” 
and  the  historian,  at  a long  subsequent  date,  adds 
that  the  stones  “are  there  unto  this  day.”  Can  we 
not  diffuse  amongst  our  community  a kindred  spirit 
of  preservation,  so  that  our  children’s  children  at  a 
far  distant  period  may  say  that  the  stones  which  we 
set  up  on  the  ground  where  the  soldiers’ feet  stood 
firm,  “are  there  unto  this  day.”  Our  humble  tri- 
bute of  respect,  erected  to  commemorate  the  valour 
of  the  dead  by  a company  which  he  who  now  ad- 
dresses you  had  the  honor  to  command,  has  been 
partially  defaced  by  carelessness  or  idleness,  or  a 
spirit  of  mischief.  Let  us  teach  the  rising  genera- 
tion to  regard  this  one  with  the  same  feeling  which 
hallows  tlie  tombs  of  the  dead;  so  that  the  monu- 
ment may  stand,  with  unchanged  aspect,  until  gra- 
titude ceases  to  be  honorable  to  human  nature,  or 
patriotism  a virtue. 


A SPEECH  FROM  GOVERNOR  EVERETT. 

We  give,  this  morning,  a capital  speech  of  go- 
vernor Everett,  of  Massachusetts,  at  the  great 
Barnstable  centennial  celebration  at  the  head  of 
Cape  Cod.  Those  who  love  to  read  a good,  easy, 
pleasant  speech,  will  be  delighted  with  this  offering 
of  Mr.  Everett.  To  those  who  have  spent  a por- 
tion and  an  earlier  portion  of  their  days  within  the 
influence  of  such  morals,  manners  and  customs, 
as  Mr.  Everett  notices,  and  remember  the  sand  and 
rocks,  the  piny  summits,  the  bleak  mountains,  and 
cold  soil  of  that  region,  will  feel  their  souls  warm 
to  a speech  that  shows  the  orator  capable  of  judging 
correctly  of  what  makes  the  old  colony  dear  to  the 
hearts  that  have  beat  within  its  atmosphere. 

[17.  S.  Gazelle. 

From  the  Boston  Daily  Advertiser. 

The  following  report  of  the  speech  of  governor 
Everett,  at  the  dinner  given  at  Barnstable  on  the 
celebration  of  the  second  centennial  anniversary  of 
the  settlement  of  that  town,  has  been  made  at  our 
request: 

Fifth  regular  toast. 

“ Plymouth  and  Massachusetts  colonies. — The  first 
planted  in  the  snows  of  December,  the  second  in 
the  scorching  heat  of  June.  Both  united  under 
one  governor  in  16.92.  In  the  eloquent  language 
of  tlie  present  chief  magistrate: 

“Here  on  the  spot  where  New  England  began  to 
be,  we  come,  in  our  prosperity,  to  remember  their 
trials,  and  to  learn  of  our  pilgrim  fathers  a deep 
and  lasting  lesson  of  virtue,  enterprise,  patience, 
zeal  and  faith.” 

GOVERNOR  EVERETT’S  SPEECH. 

Mr.  President:  I rise,  in  obedience  to  your 
call,  to  respond  to  the  toast  which  has  just  been 
proposed.  T feel  gratified  that  any  language  of 
mine  has  been  thought  appropriate  to  express  the 
feelings  which  I am  sure  are  common  to  us  all  on 
this  occasion;  feelings  of  veneration  and  gratitude 
for  our  “pilgrim  fathers.”  I am  sure,  also,  that  I 
express  the  sentiments  of  every  individual  of  this 
immense  company,  when  I include,  in  this  tribute 
of  respect  and  affection,  those  excellent,  noble- 
hearted  women,  the  mothers  of  Plymouth  and 
Massachusetts,  who  bore  their  full  share  of  the 
hardships  and  afflictions  of  the  first  settlement. — 
The  sphere  of  the  woman  is  domestic.  She  is  not 
commonly  called  to  the  performance  of  the  duties 
which  figure  on  the  page  of  history.  But  who  can 
doubt  that,  amidst  the  wants  and  dangers  of  the  pe- 
riod we  celebrate — under  the  pressure  of  that  ex- 
tremity of  fortune  to  which  the  colonists  were  re- 
duced— that  grim  and  gaunt  poverty,  which  more 
than  once,  like  one  of  the  famished  wolves  of  the 
wilderness  around  them,  forced  its  way  over  the 
threshold  of  the  pilgrims— -the  task  which  devolved 
upon  wives,  sisters,  and  daughters — tile  task  of 
making  a destitute  home  comfortable,  and  a weary 
life  tolerable — the  task  of  ministering  to  the  sick, 
and  performing  the  last  offices  to  the  departed,  was 


to  the  full  as  severe  as  that  of  the  men  who  bore 
the  hardships  of  the  field,  and  faced  the  savage  foe. 

i feel  most  happy,  sir,  in  being  present  at  this 
celebration.  I cannot  for  myself,  it  is  true,  lay 

claim  to  a direct  relationship  vvilh  any  pail  of  the 
old  colony.  My  fathers  from  the  first  settlement 
of  Massachusetts  proper  rest  beneath  the  soil  which 
they  tilled  for  six  generations,  in  the  village  of 
Dedharn,  in  the  nearest  adjoining  county.  But 
you  will  not  wonder  if,  on  this  occasion,  and  es- 
pecially before  a company  graced  by  so  large  an 
attendance  of  the  ladies  of  the  old  colony,  I am  dis- 
posed to  boast  that  a portion  of  that  pure  cape  blood, 
which  mantles  in  so  many  fair  cheeks  around  this 
board,  flows  in  the  veins  of  my  better  half  at  home. 
If  I may  presume  to  go  a step  further,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, and,  as  you  have  happily  called  this  a family 
party,  be  indulged  in  another  allusion  to  family 
matters,  I would  add,  that  I have  four  hopeful  sci- 
ons partaking  of  a true,  honored  Barnstable  stock, 
of  which  I hope  you  will  not  think  the  worse  for 
being  engrafted  upon  a sound  though  humble  Mas- 
sachusetts trunk.  I shall  feel  most  happy,  sir, — 
proud  as  they  will  be  of  their  old  colony  lineage, — 
if  they  shall  grow  up  to  the  possession  of  the  ster- 
ling virtues  which  have  in  ail  times  characterized 
its  sons,  and  the  maidenly  charms  and  matronly 
graces  of  its  daughters.  Sure  I am,  that  if,  on  the 
great  voyage  of  life,  my  children  shall  take  their 
departure  from  the  principles  ot  Plymouth  rock, 
and  steer  by  the  good  old  Cape  Cod  compass'of  in- 
dustry and  probity,  come  fair  weather  or  foul,  they 
will  lay  a straight  course,  and,  if  I may,  without  im- 
propriety, end  the  figure  as  I have  begun,  come  to 
an  anchorage  at  last  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  in 
the  divine  mercy. 

But,  sir,  I did  not  need  associations  of  this  kind 
(though  I value  them)  to  give  me  a deep  sympathy 
with  the  feelings  awakened  by  this  occasion.  I 
regard  all  these  historical  celebrations  as  highly  in- 
teresting and  important.  I have  attended  many  of 
them,  and  always  with  the  highest  satisfaction.  I 
love  to  see  the  dust  swept  from  the  graves  of  our 
fathers.  I love  to  see  the  talent  and  patriot  feeling 
of  the  gifted  of  this  generation  employed,  as  we 
have  seen  them  to-day,  like  old  mortality  in  the 
romance,  in  cutting  broader  and  deeper  the  inscrip- 
tions on  their  moss-grown  monuments.  I do  not 
know  how  the  faculty  of  looking  before  and  after, 
which  belongs  to  us  as  rational  beings,  can  be  bet- 
ter employed,  than  in  calling  up  to  grateful  recol- 
lection, on  appropriate  occasions,  the  toils  and  suf- 
ferings of  those  to  whom,  as  a community,  we  owe 
our  existence.  It  is  a pious  office  to  the  past;  and 
who  is  here  that  can  still  the  fond  hope  within  him, 
that,  when  the  sun  has  again  for  a hundred  times 
performed  the  mighty  circuit  of  the  heavens,  and 
each  of  us  in  (his  thronged  and  happy  assemblage, 
from  that  aged  head  whose  silvery  honors  demand 
our  veneration  [Dr.  Tbacher,  of  Plymouth,  was 
seated  near  the  chair]  to  the  most  youthful  of  ihe 
blooming  and  heaven-lighted  countenance  before 
me,  shall  alike  have  for  years  laid  low,  like  a weary 
infant  at  even  song  in  its  mother’s  lap — our  chil- 
dren’s children,  in  returning  to  renew  these  pious 
rites  at  the  close  of  another  century,  will  retrace 
with  pleasure  (he  record  of  these  proceedings,  and 
feel  grateful  to  us  that  we  have  this  day  lighted  the 
torch  of  memory  at  the  shrine  of  our  fathers? 

In  the  anticipation  of  that,  day,  sir,  and  in  the 
desire  of  transmitting  a slight  but  not  unpleasant 
memorial  ol  this,  I have  taken  steps  to  have  a copy 
of  the  original  compact,  charter,  and  laws  of  the 
old  colony,  recently  published  by  order  of  the  legis- 
lature, together  with  a copy  of  the  splendid  chart 
of  the  noble  harbor  where  the  Mayflower  first  came 
to  anchor,  lately  executed  by  the  engineers  of  the 
United  States,  suitably  prepared  for  preservation, 
in  the  hope  that  they  will  be  contemplated  with 
some  interest  by  those  who  shall  be  gathered  on 
this  spot,  at  the  third  centennial  celebration.  I 
meant  to  have  had  them  in  readiness  to  offer  to 
you,  sir,  and  through  you  to  my  fellow-citizens  of 
Barnstable,  at  this  time;  but  I have  been  disap- 
pointed by  circumstances  beyond  my  control.  As 
they  will  not  be  wanted  till  the  3d  of  September, 
1939,  1 suppose  there  is  no  great  hurry.  We  will 
have  them  ready  before  the  end  of  the  century. 

The  sentiment,  sir,  to  which  I have  been  invited 
to  respond,  associates  in  one  retrospect  the  suffer- 
ings of  the  fathers  both  of  the  old  colony  and  Mas- 
sachusetts— the  former  in  the  depth  of  winter,  the 
latter  under  the  scorching  heats  of  June.  All  sea- 
sons I fear,  are  inclement,  all  seas  boisterous,  all 
shores  inhospitable  to  the  afflicted  and  heart-strick- 
en fugitive.  It  is  indeed  sad  to  reflect  that,  of  that 
portion  of  governor  Winthrop’3  party,  who  passed 
the  summer  of  1630  in  tents  on  one  of  the  heights 
of  Charlestown,  and  of  the  Plymouth  settlers  who 
were  wretchedly  housed  upon  the  hill  which  over- 
looks the  harbor  of  that  place,  in  the  dreadful  win- 
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ter  of  1620,  the  larger  half,  in  the  course  of  the  first 
six  months,  sank  beneath  their  sufferings.  It  would 
be  out  of  place  to  dilate,  on  this  occasion,  upon  the 
hardships  o;  the  found  rs  of  Massachusetts;  but  1 
think  i hat  it  can  be  tritely  said  that,  irom  the  12th 
of  July,  1620,  when  the  first  settlers  of  the  old  colo- 
ny passed  the  night  in  tears  and  in  prayer  at  Delft 
Haven,  in  Holland,  with  Mr.  Robinson  and  the 
brethren  who  were  to  remain  at  Leyden,  down  to 
the  ripening  of  the  first  crop  in  1621,  they  endured 
as  great  an  amount  of  suffering,  bodily  and  mental, 
as  was  ever  borne,  in  an  equal  space  of  time,  by 
the  same  number  of  men,  women  and  children.  I 
say  nothing  now  of  the  hardships  previously  en- 
dured in  the  persecution  which  drove  them  from 
their  native  land.  In  fact,  sir,  though  we  live  upon 
the  soil  where  our  fathers  landed;  though  we  can 
trace  them  as  it  were,  every  mile  of  the  way  along 
the  shore;  though  we  can  look  out  upon  the  waves 
which  bore  the  Mayflower  to  these  uttermost  ends 
of  the-earth,  (as  they  were  then  regarded),  we  see 
not,  we  know  not,  we  comprehend  not  the  dreary 
land  and  the  pathless  sea,  whose  united  perils 
struck  terror  into  their  hearts.  Do  you  think,  sir, 
as  we  repose  beneath  this  splendid  pavilion,  adorn- 
ed by  the  hand  of  taste,  blooming  with  festive  gar- 
lands, wreathed  with  the  stars  and  stripes  of  this 
great  republic,  resounding  with  strains  of  heart- 
stirring music,  that  merely  because  it  stands  upon 
the  soil  at  Barnstable,  we  form  any  idea  of  the  spot 
as  it  appeared  to  captain  Miles  Standish  and  his 
companions  on  the  15th  or  16th  of  November,  1620? 
Oh,  no,  sir.  Let  us  go  up  for  a moment,  in  imagi- 
nations, to  yonder  hill,  which  overlooks  the  village 
and  the  bay,  and  suppose  ourselves  standing  there, 
on  some  bleak  ungenial  morning,  in  the  middle  of 
November  of  that  year.  The  coast  is  fringed  with 
ice.  Dreary  forests,  interspersed  with  sandy  tracts, 
fill  the  back  ground.  Nothing  of  humanity  quick- 
ens on  the  spot,  save  a tew  roaming  savages,  who, 
ill-provided  with  what  even  they  deem  the  neces- 
saries of  life,  are  digging  with  their  fingers  a scan- 
ty repast  out  of  the  frozen  sands.  No  friendly 
light  houses  had  as  yet  hung  up  their  cressets  upon 
your  headlands;  nor  brave  pilot-boat  was  hovering 
like  a sea-bird  on  the  tops  of  the  waves,  beyond  the 
cape,  to  guide  the  shattered  barque  to  its  harbor;  no 
charts  and  soundings  made  the  secret  pathways  of 
the  deep  as  plain  as  a gravelled  road  through  a lawn; 
no  comfortable  dwellings  along  the  line  of  the 
shore  and  in  your  well  inhabited  streets  spoke  a 
welcome  to  the  pilgrim;  no  steeple  poured  the  mu- 
sic of  Sabbath  morn  into  the  ear  of  the  fugitive  for 
conscience  sake.  Primeval  wildness  arid  native 
desolation  brooded  oversea  and  land;  and  from  the 
9th  of  November,  when  after  a most  calamitous 
voyage,  the  Mayflower  first  came  to  anchor  in  Pro- 
vincetown  harbor,  to  the  end  of  December,  the  en- 
tire male  portion  of  the  company  was  occupied,  for 
the  greater  part  of  every  day,  and  often  by  night  as 
well  as  day,  in  exploring  the  coast  and  seeking  a 
place  of  rest,  amidst  perils  from  the  savages,  from 
the  unknown  shore,  and  the  elements,  which  it 
makes  one’s  heart  bleed  to  think  upon. 

But  this  dreary  waste,  which  we  thus  contem- 
plate imagination,  and  which  they  traversed  in  sad 
reality,  is  a chosen  land.  It  is  a theatre  upon  which 
an  all-glorious  drama  is  to  be  enacted.  On  this 
frozen  soil — driven  from  the  ivy-grown  churches  of 
their  mother  land,  escaped,  alas!  from  those  loath- 
some prisons  which  were  so  touchingly  described 
by  the  eloquent  orator  of  the  day — the  meek  fa- 
thers of  a pure  church  will  lay  the  spiritual  base- 
ments of  their  temple.  Here,  on  the  everlasting 
rock  of  liberty,  they  will  establish  the  foundation 
of  a free  state.  Beneath  this  ungenial  wintry  sky, 
principles  of  social  right,  institutions  of  civil  go- 
vernment shall  germinate,  in  which  what  seemed 
the  Utopian  dreams  of  visonary  sages  are  to  be 
more  than  realized. 

But  let  us  contemplate,  for  a moment,  the  instru- 
ments selected  by  Providence,  for  this  political  and 
moral  creation.  However  unpromising  the  field  of 
action,  the  agents  must  correspond  with  the  excel- 
lence of  the  work.  The  time  is  truly  auspicious. 
England  is  well  supplied  with  all  the  materials  of 
a generous  enterprise.  She  is  in  the  full  affluence 
of  her  wealth,  of  intellect  and  character.  The  age 
of  Elizabeth  has  passed,  and  has  garnered  up  its  trea- 
sures. The  age  of  the  commonwealth,  silent  and 
unsuspected,  is  ripening  toward  its  harvest  of  great 
men.  The  Burleighs  and  Cecils  have  sounded  the 
depths  of  statesmanship;  the  Drakes  and  Raleighs 
have  run  the  whole  round  of  chivalry  and  adven- 
ture; the  Cokes  and  Bacons  are  spreading  the  lights 
of  their  master  mind  through  the  entire  universe  of 
philosophy  and  law.  Out  of  a generation  of  which 
men  like  these  are  the  guides  and  lights,  it  cannot 
be  difficult  to  select  the  leaders  of  any  lofty  under- 
taking, and  through  their  influence  to  secure  to  it 
the  protection  of  royalty.  But,  alas  for  New  Eng- 


land; no  sir,  happily  for  New  England,  Providence  I 
works  not  with  human  instruments.  Not  many  I 
wise  men  after  the  flesh,  not  many  mighty,  not ' 
many  noble  are  called.  The  stars  of  human  great- 
ness that  glitter  in  a court,  aie  not  destined  to  rise 
on  the  lowering  horrizon  of  the  despised  colony. 
The  feeble  company  of  pilgrims  is  not  to  be  mar- 
shalled by  gartered  statesmen  nor  mitred  prelates. 
Fleets  will  not  be  despatched  to  convey  the  little 
band,  nor  armies  to  protect  it.  Had  there  been 
honors  to  be  worn,  or  pleasures  to  be  enjoyed,  or 
plunder  to  be  grasped,  hungry  courtiers,  mid- 
summer friends,  godless  adventurers  would  have 
eaten  out  the  heart  of  the  enterprise.  Silken  Buck- 
inghams and  Somersets  would  have  blasted  it  with 
their  patronage.  But  safe  amidst  their  unenvied 
perils,  strong  in  their  unoffensive  weakness,  rich  in 
their  untempting  poverty,  the  patient  fugitives  are 
permitted  to  pursue  unmolested  the  thorny  paths  of 
tribulation;  and  landed  at  last  on  the  unfriendly 
shore,  the  hosts  of  God,  in  the  frozen  mail  of  De- 
cember, encamp  around  the  dwellings  of  the  just: 
Stern  famine  guards  the  solitary  coast, 

And  winter  barricades  the  realms  of  frost. 

While  Bacon  is  attuning  the  sweetest  strains  of 
his  honied  eloquence,  to  sooth  the  dull  ear  of  a 
crowned  pedant,  and  his  great  rival,  only  less  obse- 
quious, is  on  his  knees  to  depreciate  the  royal  dis- 
pleasure, the  future  founders  of  the  new  republic 
beyond  the  sea  are  training  up  for  their  illustrious 
mission,  in  obscurity,  hardship,  and  weary  exile  in 
a foreign  land. 

And  now — for  the  fulness  of  time  is  come — let  us 
go  up  once  more  in  imagination,  to  yonder  hill,  and 
look  out  upon  the  November  scene.  That  single 
dark  speck  just  discernible  through  the  perspective 
glass,  on  the  waste  of  waters  is  the  fatal  vessel. — 
The  storm  moans  through  her  tattered  canvass  as 
she  creeps,  almost  sinking,  to  her  anchorage  in 
Provincetown  harbor,  and  there  she  lies  with  all  her 
treasures,  not  of  silver  and  gold,  (for  these  she  had 
none),  but  of  courage,  patience,  of  zeal,  of  high 
spiritual  daring.  So  often  as  I dwell,  in  imagina- 
tion, on  this  scene;  when  I consider  the  condition 
of  the  Mayflower  utterly  incapable  as  she  was  of 
living  through  another  gale;  when  I survey  the  ter- 
rible front  presented  by  our  coast  to  the  navigator, 
who,  unacquainted  with  its  channels  and  roadsteads 
should  approach  it,  in  the  stormy  season,  I dare  not 
call  it  a mere  piece  of  good  fortune  that  the  general 
north  and  south  wall  of  the  shores  of  New  England 
should  be  broken  by  this  extraordinary  projection 
of  the  cape,  running  out  into  the  ocean  a hundred 
miles,  as  if  on  purpose  to  receive  and  encircle  the 
precious  vessel.  As  now  I see  her,  freighted  with 
the  destinies  of  a continent,  barely  escaped  from 
the  perils  of  the  deep,  approaching  the  shore  pre- 
cisely where  the  broad  sweep  of  this  most  remark- 
able headland  presents  almost  the  only  point  at 
which,  for  hundreds  of  miles,  she  could  with  any 
ease  have  made  a harbor,  and  this,  perhaps,  the  very 
best  on  the  seaboard,  I feel  my  spirit  raised  above 
the  sphere  of  mere  natural  agencies.  I see  the 
mountains  of  New  England  rising  from  their  rocky 
thrones.  They  rush  foward  into  the  ocean,  settling 
down  a3  they  advance;  and  there  they  range  them- 
selves a mighty  bulwark  around  the  heaven-direct- 
ed vessel.  Yes,  the  everlasting  God  himself, 
stretched  out  the  arm  of  his  mercy  and  his  power 
in  substantial  manifestation,  and  gathers  the  meek 
company  of  his  worshippers  as  in  the  hollow  of  his 
hand! 

Within  that  poor  tempest-tost  vessel  there  lay,  on 
the  11th  of  November,  1620,  a moral  treasure  of 
value  wholly  inappreciable,  faintly  conceived  of  by 
us,  its  immediate  inheritors,  after  two  hundred 
years’  possession — principles  of  social  and  moral 
growth  3nd  improvement,  which  for  ages  to  come 
will  not  be  developed  in  all  their  virtue  and  effica- 
cy. There  lay  scarcely  organized  the  elements  of 
a pure  democracy.  On  that  day  the  first  written 
constitution  of  popular  government  was  drawn  up 
and  signed  by  the  people  assembled  in  convention 
for  that  purpose.  Cycles  of  human  history  may 
pass  bpfore  events  of  equal  importance  to  humani- 
ty shall  recur.  And  what  a disaster  to  the  general 
cause  of  freedom  and  truth  had  this  vessel  and  all 
she  contained  been  lost!  Embattled  navies  might 
contend  and  go  down — foundered  galleons  might 
pave  the  green  floors  of  the  ocean  with  ingots  of 
silver  and  gold,  and  the  next  generation  be  neither 
the  poorer  nor  the  weaker  for  the  loss.  But  if  this 
weather-beaten  Mayflower  and  her  company  had 
sunk  beneath  the  waves  which  so  often  seemed 
opening  to  engulf  her,  (decisive  as  the  event  would 
probably  have  been,  for  an  indefinite  period,  of  all 
further  altempts  to  colonize  America),  there  would 
have  been  inflicted  a wound,  which  might  never 
have  been  healed,  on  the  great  cause  of  conscience, 
free  government,  and  truth. 


I meant,  sir,  to  have  said  a few  words  on  the  prin- 
ciples and  institutions  of  the. fathers  of  the  old  co- 
in ! y , as  the  direct  sources  of  those  biessi  :i 

we  have  inherited  from  them.  I > lo  ii.w  .. 

spoken  briefly  of  the  two  great  pillars  on  which 
then  rested  the  temple  of  liberty:  freedom  in  the 
churches,  as  opposed  to  the  domination  of  a hier- 
archy; and  freedom  in  the  state,  founded  on  the  ab- 
sence of  all  hereditary  privilege,  on  a recurrence  to 
the  popular  will  by  frequent  elections,  and  on  a 
system  of  public  education  in  free  schools.  This 
last  object  early  received  the  attention  of  the  go- 
vernment of  Plymouth  colony.  Besides  requiring 
the  towns  to  support  schools,  the  proceeds  of  the 
public  fisheries  were  appropriated  to  their  encour- 
agement. But  I leave  these  fruitful  topics  to  gen- 
tlemen around  me,  who  are  abundantly  able  to  do 
them  justice.  There  is  one  point  only  which  can 
never  be  wholly  overlooked  in  speaking  of  the  pil- 
grims: I mean  their  faults.  They  were  men,  and 
of  course  had  faults,  upon  which  those  who  like  the 
occupation  may  descant.  I do  not,  and  I am  sure 
there  is  no  one  here  who  does.  This  counsel  only 
I would  give  to  any  one  who  takes  in  hand  to  re- 
buke the  errors  of  the  fathers  of  Plymouth  or  Mas- 
sachusetts, viz:  to  settle  with  himself,  at  the  outset, 
considering  what  human  nature  at  the  best  is,  whe- 
ther precisely  the  kind  of  virtues,  the  unyielding, 
dauntless,  all-enduring,  all-daring  spirit  necessary 
to  accomplish  the  great  work  of  founding  a new 
state  under  every  imaginable  discouragement, 
could  have  subsisted,  without  something  of  that 
austerity  and  sternness  of  which  it  must  be  admit- 
ted there  are  lamentable  memorials  in  the  pilgrim 
annals. 

Besides,  sir,  our  poor  fathers  were  pestered  with 
troubles,  and  had  to  provide  against  evils,  of  which, 
in  these  latter  days,  wrn  know  nothing.  It  seems  that 
it  was  thought  necessary,  in  the  early  legislation  of 
the  colony,  to  enact  that  “no  man  shall  strike  his 
“wife,  nor  any  woman  her  husband,  on  penalty  of 
“such  fine  not  exceeding  ten  pounds  for  one  offence, 
“or  such  suitable  corporeal  punishment  as  the  court 
“may  direct.”  I see,  by  the  smiling  faces  of  both 
sexes  around  me,  that  there  is  no  occasion  at  the 
present  day  in  the  old  colony  for  any  such  legis- 
lation as  this;  that,  law  or  no  law,  that  man  is  held 
to  be  a villian,  on  Cape  Cod,  who  raises  his  hand 
toward  a woman,  except  in  kindness;  and  that,  in 
return,  no  man  is  in  danger  of  being  smitten  by  the 
gentler  sex  with  any  other  weapon  than  the  bright 
glance  which  heals  while  it  wounds.  Again,  the 
learned  an  eloquent  orator  of  the  day  has  reminded 
us  that  it  was  deemed  necessary  to  provide,  among 
the  first  acts  of  legislation  in  the  old  colony,  that, 
“if,  now  or  hereafter,  any  were  elected  to  the  of- 
“fice  of  governor,  and  w’ould  not  stand  to  the  elec- 
tion, nor  hold  and  execute  the  office  for  his  year, 
“that  then  he  should  be  amerced  in  twenty  pounds 
“sterling  fine.”  All  trouble  upon  this  score,  I be- 
lieve, has  disappeared;  at  least  since  the  happy  pe- 
riod when  the  old  colony  was  united  with  Massa- 
chusetts. But  I cannotanswer  for  it,  Mr.  President, 
that  this  will  always  be  the  case,  if  things  continue 
lo  be  managed  as  they  have  been  to  day;  I must 
candidly  tell  you  that  when  I found  myself  moving 
along  to  this  pavilion  in  solitary  grandeur,  excluded 
from  that  part  of  the  procession  which  was  honored 
by  the  presence  of  the  ladies,  and  when  I perceiv- 
ed that  my  position  here,  on  this  elevated  platform, 
was  to  be  one  of  like  privation,  (to  say  nothing  of 
the  natural  misgiving  which  may  well  come  over 
one  who  finds  himself  directly  in  front  of  his  honor 
the  chief  justice  and  the  sheriff),  I say,  sir,  when  I 
found  that  these  were  the  consequences  of  official 
dignity,  T had  some  thoughts  of  taking  advantage  of 
the  old  colony  law,  and  paying  my  fine. 

A single  sentence  more,  sir,  and  in  the  serious 
strain  which  perhaps  better  becomes  the  occasion. 
In  all  that  concerns  the  history  and  character  of  the 
old  colony,  the  people  of  Barnstable  have  a pecu- 
liar interest.  Your  shore  was  pressed  by  the  feet 
of  the  pilgrims  before  they  rested  on  Plymouth  rock. 
When  the  good  seed  raised  around  that  chosen  spot 
began  to  be  cast  abroad,  one  of  the  first  handfulls 
fell  on  your  genial  soil;  and  from  that  time  to  this, 
through  two  centuries  of  humble  beginnings  and 
rich  fruits — of  trial  and  hardship — of  success  and 
glory,  you  have  grown  up  a living,  leading,  integral 
part  of  that  illustrious  old  colony  with  whose  an- 
nals commences,  if  I may  so  express  myself,  the 
new  testament  of  civil  and  religious  liberty. 

With  your  permission  I would  say,  in  taking  my 
seat — 

“The  Cape — God  bless  her;  the  sons  and  daugh- 
ters of  Barnstable  are  amongst  the  fairest  jewels 
“in  her  crown  of  honor;  whenever  dispersed,  there 
“is  not  one  of  them  who  will  not  exclaim, 
“Where’er  I roam,  whatever  climes  I see, 

“My  heart  untravelled  still  returns  to  thee.’’ 
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By  a law  of  the  last  session  of  the  Alabama  legisla- 
ture, all  the  free  persons  of  color  who  remain  in  the 
state  after  the  1st  of  August  next,  are  liable  to  be  en- 
slaved. 

The  Royal  Patriotic  society  of  Havana  are  making 
great  exertions  to  introduce  the  cultivation  of  thejScus 
elastica  into  the  Island  of  Cuba,  the  soil  and  climate  of 
which  are  supposed  to  be  peculiarly  suited  to  it.  The 
ficus  elastica,  is  the  tree  from  which  the  finest  qualities 
of  gum  elastic  are  made. 

A pair  of  hogs  was  sold  in  Kentucky  the  other  day 
for  $ 650!  It  costs  something  to  go  the  whole  hog  in  old 
Ken  tuck. 

A new  invention  has  been  made  by  Mr.  Josiah 
White,  of  Philadelphia,  and  put  in  operation,  for  trial, 
on  the  canal  at  this  place,  for  the  purpose  of  towing 
boats  by  water  power.  The  construction  is  simple  and 
works  well,  and  should  it  be  found  to  answer  as  good 
a purpose  for  a longer  distance  (and  we  have  no  doubt 
it  will)  as  it  does  for  the  half  mile  under  the  experiment, 
its  advantages  will  be  incalculable. 

[Mauch  Chunk  Courier. 


The  greatest  speed  ever  known!  The  steamboat  Ro- 
chester has  eclipsed  all  other  boa's  by  45  minutes.  She 
left  New  York  last  evening  at  5 o’clock  and  arrived  in 
Albany  at  1 o’clock  and  35  minutes — making  the  pas- 
sage in  8 hours  and  35  minutes.  [Albany  Eve’g  Jour. 

Sport  on  Cape  Cod.  We  learn  from  the  Barnstable 
Patriot  that  a flock  of  black  fish,  some  of  them  twenty 
feet  long,  were  lately  discovered  near  the  shore  at  North 
Dennis,  on  the  Cape.  The  alarm  was  given,  and  the 
whole  posse  were  surrounded  by  boats  and  driven  into 
shallow  water  in  the  harbor,  when  the  work  of  death 
commenced.  They  were  attacked  by  the  hardy  fisher- 
men armed  with  lances  and  knives,  led  on  by  Henry 
Hall,  who  first  discovered  them,  and  who  is  now  four 
score  years  of  age — but  who  was  as  active  in  capturing 
and  killing  them,  as  any  of  the  boys.  The  fish  killed 
were  worth  twenty  dollars  a piece,  on  an  average! 

A great  gun.  The  Boston  Courier  of  the  7th  inst. 
says  that  “a  gun  was  cast  on  Friday  afternoon  at  Al- 
ger’s foundry,  at  South  Boston,  which  .js  supposed  to  be 
the  largest  ever  cast  in  America.  It  is  similar  to  those 
used  by  the  French  in  their  attack  upon  Vera  Cruz, 
and  will  carry  a ball  weighing  one  hundred  and  sixty 
pounds.  It  is,  of  course,  of  immense  size.  Fourteen 
tons  of  melted  iron  were  used  to  cast  it,  and  it  is  sup 
posed  that  the  gun,  when  ready  for  use,  will  weigh  ten 
tons.  It  will  remain  in  the  mould,  probably,  until  next 
Friday.’’ 

Sir  John  Harvey  has  summoned  the  legislature  of 
New  Brunswick  to  meet  at  Frederickton  on  the  10th 
inst.  The  late  calamitous  fire  at  St.  Johns  is  one  cause 
of  the  session. 

Population  of  Mexico.  The  Diario  del  Gobierno  of  the 
23d  July  contains  the  following  statement  of  the  popu- 
lation of  Mexict 
Mexico, 

Palisco, 

Puebla, 

Yucatan, 

Guanajuato, 

Oajaca, 

Michoacan, 

Sn  Luis  Potosi, 

Zacatecas, 

Vera  Cruz, 

Durango, 

Chihuahua, 

Sinoloa, 


1,389  520  Chiapas,  141,206 

679,111  Sonora,  124,000 

661,902  Queretero,  120,560 

580,984  Nuevo  Leon,  1 01, 108 

513.606  Tamauhpas,  100,068 

500,278  Coahuila,  75,340 

497,906  Aguascalientes,  69,693 

321,840  Tabasco,  63,530 

273,575  Nuevo  Mexico,  57,026 

254,389  Californias,  33,439 

162,618  Tejas,  27,300 

147,600  

147,000  7,044,140 


New  York  exchange.  The  Commercial  Advertiser 
states  that  two  of  the  large  columns  for  the  principal 
front  of  this  building  have  been  received.  The  shafts 
are  each  in  one  entire  piece,  and  are  thirty-two  feet 
eight  inches  long,  and  four  feet  eight  inches  in  diame- 
ter at  the  base;  and  will  weigh  33  tons  each.  They 
are  the  largest  that  have  ever  been  quarried  in  the 
United  States,  and  are  from  the  well  known  quarries 
at  Quincy,  Massachusetts. 

The  bases  and  capitals  exhibit  the  finest  specimens 
of  workmanship  in  granite  ever  produced  in  this  coun- 
try. They  have  been  pronounced  by  scientific  gentle- 
men who  have  travelled  abroad,  to  be  equal  to  any  in 
Europe.  The  remaining  sixteen  columns  required  to 
complete  the  portico  of  this  truly  magnificent  building, 
are  in  a state  of  forwardness,  and  will  be  completed 
early  next  season.  The  cost  of  these  columns  when 
completed  at  the  quarry,  is  about  fifteen  hundred  dollars 
each,  exclusive  of  the  cap  and  base. 


Considerable  attention  was  attracted  by  a new  steam- 
boat which  made  its  appearance  in  our  waters  on  Mon- 
day. The  length  of  the  boat,  as  near  as  we  could 
judge,  was  about  12  feet,  being  such  a one  as  is  ordi- 
narily propelled  with  one  pair  of  sculls.  In  the  centre 
is  a complete  steam  engine,  on  a miniature  scale,  which 
appears  to  work  with  as  much  facility  as  that  of  the 
Great  Western,  or  the  Neptune.  When  we  last  saw 
her  she  was  going  round  the  fort  at  Governor’s  Island, 
at  about  the  rate  of  six  miles  an  hour.  [N.  Y.  Com.  Adv. 

. The  supreme  court  of  the  United  States  has  granted 
a stay  of  proceedings  till  January  next  in  the  case  of 
Dr.  Holmes,  preliminary  to  a full  argument  of  the  ques- 


tion in  that  court. 


China — The  opium  trade.  The  latest  intelligence  we 
have  is  by  a Singapore  paper  of  April  26,  containing 
advices  from  Macao  to  the  10th.  At  that  date  the 


opium  was  in  progress  of  delivery  at  Lintin.  Other 
matters  remained  in  statu  quo,  the  commissioner  being 
in  negotiation  with  the  foreign  consuls — he  exacting 
from  them  a pledge  that  no  more  opium  should  at  any 
time  he  brought,  and  they  hesitating  to  enter  into  so 
sweeping  a stipulation  as  beyond  their  official  powers. 

[New  York  Com.  Adv. 

The  archbishop  of  Sweden,  Wallen , died  recently  at 
Stockholm.  He  was  the  author  of  the  translation  of 
the  psalms. 

General  sir  James  Stewart  died  at  Cheltenham  on  the 
19th  of  August.  He  was  the  oldest  officer  in  the  Bri- 
tish army,  having  entered  as  a cornet  in  1761. 

Sir  Robert  Clayton  died  on  the  15th  of  August,  aged 
93  years.  He  was  a major  in  the  army  in  1785. 

Lieut,  general  sir  Thomas  Balias  died  at  Bath,  on  the 
12th  of  August,  aged  81  year. 

Elections.  The  congressional  election  in  Maryland 
takes  place  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  October;  in  Mis- 
sissippi on  the  4th  and  5th  of  November.  These  are 
the  only  states  which  have  not  already  elected  their  re- 
presentatives in  congress. 

Lieut,  col.  Angerstein  has  presented  to  the  museum 
of  the  United  Service  Institution  the  skeleton  of  Napo- 
leon’s barb  horse  Marengo,  which  he  rode  at  the  battle 
of  Waterloo. 

The  proprietors  of  the  Great  Western  are  about  to 
build  a ship  of  iron  of  2,000  tons,  with  engines  of  1,000 
horse  power. 

The  rail  road  from  Paris  to  Versailles  was  opened  on 
the  2d  of  August. 

The  bankruptcies  in  Paris  between  the  1st  of  Janua- 
ry and  the  26th  July  were  607.  [Nat.  Gaz. 

Fifty-six  deaths  occurred  at  Baltimore  during  the 
week  ending  on  the  10th  inst. 

The  number  of  deaths  in  Philadelphia,  last  week, 
was  106 — of  which  53  were  children  under  5 years  of 
age. 

Quite  an  affair.  While  the  caravan  was  crossing  the 
Cayuga  bridge,  on  Monday  last,  on  its  way  to  this  vil- 
lage, and  when  the  elephant  had  got  within  some  20  or 
30  rods  of  this  end,  one  of  the  string  pieces  gave  way, 
letting  the  animal  into  the  water.  It  is  stated  that  se- 
veral boys,  who  chanced  to  be  walking  on  the  ends  of 
the  planks,  were  tossed  up  completely  over  the  elephant’s 
back — but  all  the  parties,  we  believe,  escaped  unhurt; 
while  the  noble  animal  made  the  best  of  its  way  by 
swimming  to  the  shore.  [Auburn  Journal. 

Sport.  Twelve  persons,  six  on  a side,  hunted  squir- 
rels in  Miami  county  two  days  last  week,  on  a wager 
of  200  bushels  of  corn.  One  party  killed  1,041,  and  the 
other  1,032  squirrels  in  the  two  days.  [Cleveland Her. 

Interesting  sight. — Race  between  a deer  and  a steam 
engine.  While  the  cars  were  coming  down  on  Wed- 
nesday, a fine  buck  made  his  appearance  on  the  track 
and  had  a trial  of  speed  with  the  locomotive.  He  kept 
the  track  for  two  miles,  when  he  was  finally  run  off,  or 
he  would  have  been  run  over.  The  sight  must  have 
been  deeply  exciting  and  highly  interesting — as  the  line 
of  road  is  perfectly  straight,  every  inch  of  the  contest 
was  witnessed  by  the  passengers. 

[Wilmington  N.  C.  Gazette. 

The  rail  road  bridge  across  the  Mohawk  noar  Troy 
was  destroyed  by  fire  on  Wednesday.  It  is  supposed 
to  have  been  kindled  by  a spark  from  the  locomotive. 
Loss  6,000  dollars. 

Twenty-five  miles  of  the  Mississippi  and  Pear  River 
rail  road  were  finished  on  the  31st  ult.  and  the  cars 
commenced  running  that  distance  on  the  1st  inst.  A 
splendid  edifice  is  erecting  in  Natchez  for  the  depot. 
It  was  two  stories  high,  320  feet  long,  and  63  feet  in 
breadth.  There  is  also  a machine  shop  which  is  two 
stories  in  height,  80  feet  deep  by  40  feet  front,  with  a 
wing  one  story  high,  85  feet  front  by  34  deep. 

Naval.  Captain  Waterman,  of  the  brig  Philip  Hone, 
arrived  at  New  York  on  Thursday  evening  from  Val- 
paraiso, reports  the  United  States  ship  Falmouth  as 
having  left  Valparaiso  for  Callao  13th  June;  also,  the 
exploring  squadron  left  about  (he  7th.  Fears  were  en- 
tertained for  the  safety  of  the  United  States  schooner 
Sea  Gull,  (one  of  the  vessels  attached  to  the  squadron), 
she  having  parted  company  from  the  Flying  Fish,  in  a 
heavy  gale,  off  Cape  Horn. 

It  is  stated  in  the  Alexandria  Gazette,  that  the  com- 
mand of  the  Washington  navy  yard  will  be  probably 
bestowed  on  commodore  Morris,  and  that  commodore 
Ridgely  will  succeed  him  at  the  navy  board. 

Orders  have  been  received  to  fit  out  the  frigate  Unit- 
ed States  and  the  new  sloop  or  war  Marion,  now  at 
the  Charlestown  navy  yard.  Their  destination  is  be- 
lieved to  be  the  Brazil  station- — to  relieve  the  Indepen- 
dence and  the  Fairfield. 

The  British  naval  contracts.  The  contracts  for  sup- 
plying  the  British  navy  this  year,  nearly  double  the  or- 
dinary amount.  The  notification  from  the  admiralty 
requires  9,000  tierces  of  beef  and  17,000  tierces  of 
pork-  Last  year  the  contract  was  for  5,000  tierces  of 
beef  and  10,000  of  pork.  The  increase  of  the  navy 
is,  of  course,  the  cause  of  this  very  considerable  aug- 
mentation. 

V.  S.  circuit  court.  The  case  of  George  a Scherpf, 
indicted  fur  forgery,  was  called  on  for  trial  on  the  19th 
instant,  but  the  defendant  failing  to  appear,  the  court 
ordered  that  his  recognizances  be  forfeited. 


In  the  case  of  Samuel  R.  Woods,  indicted  for  per- 
jury, in  swearing  to  false  entries  at  the  custom  house, 
Mr.  Haight  of  counsel  for  the  defendant,  applied  to  the 
district  attorney  for  the  distinct  specifications  of  the 
charges  upon  which  the  bill  of  indictment  was  found- 
ed. The  application  was  granted,  when  Mr.  Haight 
moved  for  a postponement  of  the  trial  to  the  next  term, 
in  order  to  afford  the  counsel  more  time  to  prepare  for 
the.  defence. 

Mr.  Butler  spoke  at  length  in  opposition  to  the  mo- 
tion, and  pending  his  remarks  the  court  adjourned. 

[New  York  Courier. 

American  manufactures.  We  have  lately  had  an  op- 
portunity of  inspecting  some  calico  prints  from  the 
Mulhausen  works,  in  Southwark,  below  the  navy  yard, 
on  the  Delaware,  that  show  the  excellence  which  our 
manufacturers  have  attained  in  this  branch  of  art. 
The  patterns  are  fanciful,  and  the  colors  remarkably 
bright,  clear,  and  apparently  durable,  especially  the 
green,  the  most  difficult  to  make  a solid  color.  In 
these  respects  they  seem  equal  to  any  imported.  The 
proprietor  ol  these  works  has  devoted  much  time  and 
money  to  acquire  a knowledge  of  this  art,  and  has  at- 
tained a degree  of  perfection  which  will  enable  him  to 
compete  with  the  best  specimens  in  the  market. 

[Ledger. 

The  agents  of  the  steam  ship  British  Queen  have  ap- 
plied to  the  government  of  Columbia  college,  for  the 
crown  which  formerly  stood  upon  the  dome  of  that  in- 
stitution.— and  which  they  wish  to  place  upon  the  sta- 
tute of  Victoria  w'hich  ornaments  the  vessel.  The  re- 
quest strikes  us  as  a very  singular  one,  and  it  would  be 
much  more  singular  should  if  be  granted.  A relic  like 
that  is  quite  too  valuable  to  be  stuck  upon  the  figure- 
head of  a steam  ship.  [Prov.  Jour. 

We  dissent  from  our  contemporary  as  to  the  “value’’ 
of  the  relic  referred  to.  It  seems  to  us  quite  as  good 
disposition  of  what  is  useless  and  without  honor  here, 
that  it  should  pass  into  hands  that  will  receive  it  as  a 
compliment,  and  prize  it  accordingly.  [N.  Y.  Amer. 

Emigrants  at  Quebec.  The  number  of  passengers 
arrived  at  Quebec  to  the  8th  September,  this  year  was 
7,060.  In  the  same  time  last  year  2,605. 

The  Baguerrotype.  We  have  reason  to  believe  that 
the  secret  of  M.  Daguerre’s  wonderful  invention  or  dis- 
covery, by  which  he  is  enabled  to  transfer  an  exact 
transcript  of  rural  scenery,  building,  &c.  to  paper,  and 
fixt  the  colors  permanently,  will  be  known  here  on  the 
arrival  of  the  British  Queen.  In  fact,  we  may  say, 
the  secret  is  already  known  to  one  or  more  individuals 
in  this  city,  but  they  are  restricted  from  promulgating 
it,  we  understand,  until  the  British  Queen  arrives.  For 
disclosing  the  secret,  M.  Daguerre  received  from  the 
French  government  6,000  francs;  and  M.  Niepce,  who 
also  made  discoveries  in  the  same  direction,  4,00(0 
francs. 

Tobacco.  The  Madisonian  says  that  Virginia  will 
have  raised  more  tobacco  this  year  than  any  state  in 
the  union,  and  it  is  of  grea'  value.  The  crop  of  1838 
amounted  onlv  to  26,000  hogsheads — this  year  it  is  es- 
timated at  45.000  hogsheads.  The  entire  tobacco  crop 
of  Virginia,  Kentucky,  Maryland  and  Ohio,  for  this 
year  is  estimated  at  il5,000  hogsheads.  Last  year  it 
was  only  72,000. 

The  Welland  canal.  The  business  of  this  canal  dur- 
ing the  present  season  is  greater  than  it  has  ever  been 
before.  The  receipts  of  tolls  up  to  August  1,  were 
£5.706  12,  nearly  double  what  they  were  for  the-same 
period  last  year.  The  whole  number  of  schooners  and 
boats  passed  through  this  season  is  279 — of  these 
more  than  half  it  is  stated  were  American. 

Nantasket  beach  is  covered  with  thousands  of  tons 
of  kelp,  torn  up  by  the  storm  from  the  deep  sea,  and 
constantly  drifting  in  with  every  tide.  The  farmers  are 
busy  gathering  it  for  manure,  there  being  nothing  su- 
perior to  it  for  that  purpose. 

The  jury  at  Montreal  in  the  case  of  Jalbert,  charg- 
ed with  the  murder  of  Kent.  Weir,  went  out  on  the  6th 
inst.  but  had  not  agreed  up  to  the  9-h,  nor  is  it  likely 
that  they  will  agree.  Nine  were  for  acquittal  and  three 
for  conviction.  There  appears  to  be  no  doubt  that  the 
accused  committed  the  act,  but  the  defence  is  techni- 
cal and  palliatory  on  the  ground  of  a state  of  war  ex- 
isting at  the  time. 

It  appears  from  a table  published  in  the  Charleston 
Courier,  that  the  amount  of  cotton  received  at  the  cot- 
ton marts  of  the  south,  of  the  last  crop,  and  up  to  the 
latest  dates,  was  1,354,529  bales.  During  the  corres- 
ponding period  of  1837  and  1838  there  were  received 
1,804,296  bales  of  the  crop  of  1837.  Showing  a fall- 
ing off  in  the  last  crop  of  452,767. 

Cruelty.  We  learn  from  the  Philadelphia  World, 
that  a young  man,  a marine  attached  to  the  navy  yard, 
stayed  out  of  the  yard  a few  nights  since,  with  his  wife 
during  the  night — contrary  to  the  rules  of-  the  service- 
He  returned  to  his  duty  in  the  morning,  but  although  it 
was  his  first  offence,  he  was  punished  by  order  of  the 
officer  on  duty,  with  eight  lashes  on  his  bare  back 
wiib  the  cat! 

The  rules  of  discipline  should  be  enforced — but  we 
verily  believe  this  may  be  done  without  such  acts  of 
brutal  tyranny  as  related  above-  Corporeal  punishment 
should  not  be  recognized  by  the  United  States’  laws. — 
It  is  time  that  this  degrading  mode  of  punishment— 
this  system  of  torturing  a man  into  the  performance  of 
a duty  should  be  abolished  under  an  enlightened  go- 
vernment. [Boston  Journal. 
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Appoinment  by  the  president.  George  D. 
Hale,  collector  of  the  customs  at  Gloucester,  Mas- 
sachusetts, in  the  place  of  William  Beach,  resigned. 

Mr.  Poinsett,  secretary  of  war,  made  an  excur- 
sion down  Boston  harbor  onThusday  in  the  revenue 
cutter  Hamilton,  for  the  purpose  of  examining  the 
fortifications.  He  was  accompanied  by  gov.  Everett, 
gen.  Dearborn,  col.  Thayer,  col.  Bomford,  major 
Towniseud,  capt.  Crossman,  lieut.  Wright,  lieut. 
Osgood,  Mr.  Webber,  of  the  Ordnance  department, 
and  the  rev.  Dr.  Wainwright  of  New  York.  At 
George’s  island  the  party  were  entertained  by  col. 
Thayer  with  a sumptuons  repast,  and  returned  to 
the  city  in  the  evening.  [ Express . 

The  general  Baron  Von  Mareschall,  Austrian  en- 
voy to  the  United  States,  and  Mr.  Seryus,  the  Bel- 
gian charge  d’affaires,  have  returned  to  this  city  from 
their  summer  excursion.  They  have  visited  the 
greater  part  of  our  southern  and  western  coun- 
try, from  New  Orleans  to  lake  Superior.  [Globe. 

Information  has  been  received  at  the  department 
of  state  from  Robert  M.  Hamilton,  esq.  consul 
of  the  United  States  at  Montevideo,  that  Albert 
Triplet,  aged  about  30  years,  late  of  Alexandria, 
D.  C.  departed  this  life  in  Montevideo  on  the  8th  of 
July  last. 

The  Texan  boundary.  The  following  com- 
pose the  commission  to  run  the  line  between  the 
United  States  and  Texas.  On  the  pait  of  the 
United  States,  the  lion.  John  H.  Overton,  commis- 
sioner; colonel  John  R.  Conway,  surveyor;  Mr. 
Clendening,  secretary.  On  the  part  of  Texas,  col. 
P.  B.  Dexter,  commissioner;  Geo.  W.  Smyth,  esq. 
surveyor;  Mr.  H.  P.  Bee,  secretary.  The  commis- 
sioners are  to  meet  at  the  mouth  of  the  Sabine  on 
the  15th  October. 

U.  S.  bank  London  agency.  The  Commer- 
cial Advertiser  states  that  the  agency  of  the  bank  of 
the  U.  States  in  London  had  been  transferred  to  the 
Barings,  and  that  the  bank  would  hereafter  draw 
upon  them.  The  Journal  of  Commerce  says  that 
this  information  is  wholly  incorrect. 

Delaware.  We  learn  from  the  Delaware  Jour- 
nal, that  the  hon.  Richard  H.  Bayard  has  been  ap- 
pointed chief  justice  of  that  state,  to  supply  the  va- 
cancy occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  the  hon. 
John  M.  Clayton;  and  the  hon.  John  J.  Milligan 
has  been  appointed  associate  judge  to  fill  the  office 
vacated  by  the  decease  of  the  hon.  James  R.  Black. 

These  appointments,  says  the  Journal,  manifest 
the  wisdom  of  the  governor,  and  meet  the  approba- 
tion of  the  people. 

Vermont.  The  Rutland  Herald  of  the  24th  in- 
stant, presents  returns  from  all  the  towns  in  the 
state,  which  exhibit  this  result: 

Majority  for  whig  governor  2,194 

Whig  majority  in  senate  6 

Do.  do.  in  house  of  representatives  9 
There  is  a falling  off  in  the  aggregate  whig  vote, 
and  a gain  of  near  3,000  to  the  administration  vote, 
throughout  the  state. 

Banks,  currency,  &c.  From  the  Boston  Centi- 
nel  of  the  24th  instant,  it  appears  that  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  of  Pennsylvania  has  met  the  call 
of  that  state  for  a loan  to  the  amount  of  two  mil- 
lions of  dollars  at  5 per  cent,  per  annum,  with  the 
rivilege  of  issuing  a like  amount  in  five  dollar 
ills.  The  original  charter  of  the  bank  restricted 
its  issues  to  twenty  dollar  bills  and  upwards.  This 
privilege  will  be  of  great  advantage  both  to  the 
bank  and  to  the  public  at  large  throughout  the  Unit- 
ed States.  It  will  supply  the  public,  to  the  amount 
of  two  millions,  with  small  bills,  that  will  serve  as 
an  available  currency  all  over  the  country — with 
bills  that  will  pass  without  difficulty  from  Maine  to 
the  Floridas,  and  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  far  west, 
and,  to  a certain  extent,  be  a good  substitute  for 
the  same  denomination  of  bills  which  were  sup- 
pressed by  the  policy  of  Mr.  Van  Buren.  Thus 
has  the  Van  Buren  state  of  Pennsylvania  enabled 
the  bank  to  overcome  the  reckless  system  of  a Van 
Buren  national  administration 
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The  advantage  to  the  bank  will  be  this:  As  these 
bills  will  be  sought  with  avidity  by  travellers,  they 
will  soon  be  scattered  far  and  wide,  and  the  bank 
will  have  the  benefit  of  their  circulation.  In  short, 
while  it  will  receive  the  5 per  cent,  on  the  two 
millions — say  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  annu- 
ally for  the  interest  on  the  loan — it  will  enjoy  an 
equal  annual  benefit  from  the  circulation  of  the 
small  bills.  The  operation  cannot  fail  therefore  to 
be  equally  beneficial  to  the  bank  and  to  the  com- 
munity. 

This  negotiation  is  an  interesting  commentary 
on  the  folly  of  the  government  in  attempting  to 
suppress  small  bills.  That  they  afford  the  most 
convenient  currency  hitherto  known  in  the  world 
is  as  clear  a3  the  noon-day  sun.  But  while,  for 
party  purposes,  the  government  is  disposed  to  set 
their  face  against  them,  yet,  in  the  times  of  pres- 
sure, and  emergency,  these  bills  are  found  to  be  in- 
dispensable, and  they  will  doubtless  prove  extreme- 
ly useful  for  the  treasurer  of  Pennsylvania  where- 
with to  pay  off  the  laborers  on  their  great  works  of 
internal  improvement.  Indeed,  say  what  they  will 
of  these  bank  rags,  they  answer  the  end  of  gold  and 
silver,  for  all  practical  purposes. 

Communities  of  savages  have  no  conception  of 
currency  other  than  of  gold  and  silver;  and  some 
tribes  carry  their  notions  of  hard  money  so  far  as  to 
reject  every  thing  but  the  pillared  dollars  of  Spain. 
These  people  make  out  to  live  after  a fashion,  from 
hand  to  mouth,  but  are  extremely  ignorant  of  the 
financial  facilities  of  enlightened  nations.  The 
tendency  of  the  measures  of  our  exclusively  hard 
money  statesmen  is  to  cripple  commerce  and  re- 
duce this  enlightened  and  enterprising  country  to 
the  condition  of  these  hard  currency  savages.  But 
the  period  is  not  remote  when  the  wdiole  system 
will  be  exploded  before  the  march  of  experience 
and  common  sense. 

In  the  New  York  “Express”  of  yesterday — 
several  of  the  banks  in  this  city  have  adopted  the 
plan  suggested  by  a few  days  since,  of  drawing  on 
England.  The  United  States  have  been  the  princi- 
pal if  not  almost  the  only  bank,  that  has  been  the 
regular  drawers  for  the  last  year.  They  put  down 
the  rate  for  60  day  bills  at  109J  per  cent.,  and  this 
had  the  desired  effect.  No  specie  had  been  shipped 
by  the  public — that  institution  having  stopped 
drawing.  Specie  has  begun  to  go  in  large  amounts, 
and  the  indications  are  that  the  Queen  will  take 
largely.  This  has  placed  the  leading  banks  in  a 
position,  either  to  let  their  specie  go,  or  to  use 
their  credits.  They  have  concluded  to  take  the 
latter  alternative,  and  the  following  banks  have 
agreed  to  draw  as  follow's: 


Merchant’s  bank,  50,000 

Manhattan  “ 50,000 

State  “ 50,000 

Phoenix  “ 50,000 


$200,000 

The  Bank  of  Commerce  will  probably  follow.  The 
bills  are  at  90  days,  and  are  put  at  109$  percent. — 
The  North  American  Trust  drew  at  109$  cts.  90 
days.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  rate  is  not  fixed 
at  109$,  as  then  the  shipment  of  specie  would  be 
put  at  rest.  As  the  rate  of  interest  has  risen  in 
England,  we  doubt  much  whether  the  rate  now 
fixed  upon  will  have  the  desired  effect.  The  trial, 
however,  will  be  made. 

The  New  York  Courier  and  Enquirer,  in  its  com- 
ments on  the  news  received  by  the  British  Queen, 
has  the  following  remarks: 

“There  is  one  circumstance  which  evidently  adds 
much  to  the  uneasiness  felt  in  London,  which  seems 
entirely  lost  sight  of;  and  that  is,  the  high  rate  of 
interest  prevailing  on  private  securities.  It  cannot 
be  otherwise  than  that  while  private  securities  of 
undoubted  solvency  command  a discount  of  from  7 
to  10  per  cent,  the  public,  such  as  consols  and  ex- 
chequer bills,  paying  an  interest  of  but  about  three 
per  cent,  should  gradually  fall  in  price,  and  that 
capital  should  be  withdrawn  from  the  latter,  and 
invested  in  the  former.  To  the  English  people, 
accustomed  to  place  so  high  an  estimate  on  their 
government  stock,  the  consequent  decline  in  its 
value  is  naturally  a source  of  increased  anxiety, 
added  to  which,  is  the  still  existing  uncertainty  on 
the  result  of  the  harvest.  If  the  fears  prevalent  in 


regard  to  the  latter  should  prove  well  founded, 
there  is  no  saying  lo  what  extent  the  embarrass- 
ment of  the  London  money  market  may  reach,  yet 
we  cannot  see  why  it  should  further  affect  the  state 
of  things  here.  There  is  an  end  for  the  present, 
and  probably  for  a long  time  to  come,  of  all  further 
loans  in  Europe  on  state  stocks,  but  then  there  is 
less  probability  of  a demand  here  for  specie  to  ship; 
and,  though  the  consumption  of  cotton  may  be 
somewhat  diminished,  it  has  become  an  article  of 
such  primary  necessity  that,  notwithstanding  the 
value  of  it  may  rule  somewhat  lower  than  it  has 
done  under  more  auspicious  circumstances,  there  is 
no  danger,  we  think,  of  its  not  commanding  a price 
which  will  fully  remunerate  the  planter  for  the 
cost  of  its  production.” 

Sales  at  the  New  York  stock  exchange  Sept.  27. 

61  shares  United  States  Bank,  103 

200  do.  do.  do.  103$ 

Sales  at  the  New  York  stock  exchange  Sept.  28. 

210  shares  United  States  Bank,  103]: 

405  do.  do.  do.  103$ 

Sales  of  stock  at  Philadelphia,  Sept.  27. 

25  shares  United  States  Bank,  104 

Specie.  The  Philadelphia  Inquirer  of  yesterday 
states  that  the  ship  Ohio,  and  barque  B.  Mezic, 
from  New  Orleans,  that  arrived  there  on  Wednes- 
day, brought  about  $200,000  in  specie,  principally 
for  the  U.  S.  Bank.  The  ship  Orient,  and  barque 
Josephine,  that  arrived  from  New  Orleans  previous- 
ly, brought  about  the  same  amount  for  the  said  in- 
stitution. 

The  St.  Louis  Republican  of  the  13th  instant 
says:  “We  learn,  that  in  pursuance  of  the  contract 
by  which  the  bank  of  Missouri  became  the  deposi- 
tory of  the  revenue  of  the  United  States,  collected 
in  this  and  some  of  the  adjoining  states,  she  has 
shipped,  and  is  now  shipping,  four  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars  in  specie,  to  New  York.  The  last 
shipment  was  made  yesterday,  and  it  has  all  gone 
forward  within  a month.” 

The  fever  in  New  Orleans.  The  Bee  of 
the  17th  instant  has  the  following  paragraph  in 
reference  to  the  fever: 

We  may  safely  announce  (he  fact  that  the  epi- 
demic is  diminishing.  The  report  of  deaths  by 
the  yellow  lever  in  the  different  hospitals,  and  that 
of  interments  in  the  cemeteries  for  the  last  week, 
prove  that  its  mortality  has  abated  very  materially. 
For  the  week  ending  on  the  8th,  the  entire  number 
of  deaths  in  the  city  was  252.  During  the  last 
week  the  whole  number  did  not  exceed  172 — a de- 
crease of  80.  The  diminution  is  still  more  appa- 
rent when  we  compare  the  reports  of  deaths  by  the 
fever  for  the  two  weeks.  The  interments  of  fatal 
cases  of  fever  during  the  W'eek  preceding  the  last, 
were  187 — those  for  the  last  week  are  exactly  100 
— a decrease  of  87,  nearly  50  per  cent,  in  a single 
week. 

If  we  are  asked  to  what  cause  we  may  ascribe 
this  decided  improvement  in  the  sanitary  condition 
of  the  city,  we  answer  at  once — to  the  change  in 
the  weather.  This  alteration  has  been  marked  and 
permanent.  When  it  first  occurred,  fears  were  en- 
tertained that  it  would  exert  a baneful  influence  on 
the  progress  and  character  of  the  epidemic  in  con- 
sequence of  the  tendency  of  our  climate  to  abiupt 
transitions  of  temperature.  But  the  weather  hav- 
ing become  cool  and  pleasant  at  the  beginning  of 
the  week,  has  continued  so  to  the  present  time. — 
The  mornings  and  evenings  are  remarkably  agree- 
able, and  even  mid  day  is  not  oppressively  warm. — 
This  fall  in  the  temperature  of  the  air  has,  beyond 
a doubt,  operated  beneficially  upon  the  prevailing 
malady.  Should  it  continue,  which  is  likely  enough, 
as  the  season  is  now  so  far  advanced,  we  may  rea- 
sonably anticipate  a steady  melioration  in  the  num- 
ber and  type  of  the  new  cases. 

Despite  these  favorable  indications,  it  must  still 
be  confessed  that  the  lever  commits  very  serious 
ravages.  One  hundred  deaths  per  week  from  the 
prevailing  epidemic  exhibit  a heavy  mortality,  and 
though  the  improvement  between  the  week  before 
the  last  and  last  week  is  very  perceptible,  we  will 
not  feel  justified  in  concluding  that  the  disease  is 
disappearing  until  the  return  of  another  week  war- 
rant the  belief.  The  fever  may  be  exhausted  for 
want  of  fuel,  or  it  may  have  received  but  a tempo- 
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rary  check,  to  break  out  again  with  renewed  fury. 
We  hope,  however,  for  the  best,  and  are  inclined 
to  believe  that  the  favorable  effects  of  the  change 
in  the  weather  will  continue  to  be  felt  in  the  pro- 
gressive reduction  of  the  malady.  Let  the  stran- 
ger, however,  avoid  peril  by  remaining  at  a dis- 
tance from  the  locality  of  the  disease  until  every 
vestige  of  its  presence  has  entirely  vanished. 

In  Mobile.  We  have  before  us  the  Adver- 
tiser of  the  17th  instant.  The  fever  continued  to 
rage  with  unabated  fury.  The  Advertiser  says: 

“The  epidemic  still  continues  its  frightful  rava- 
ges without  any  symptoms  of  mitigation.  During 
the  past  week  some  of  our  most  useful  and  respect- 
ed citizens  have  fallen  victims  to  the  disease  which 
has  already  entered  nearly  every  dwelling  in  our 
city.  In  another  place  will  be  found  the  sexton’s 
report  of  interments  which  can  be  relied  upon  as 
correct.  The  number  of  interments  in  the  first 
sixteen  days  of  the  month,  it  will  be  seen,  is  249. 
For  several  days  past  it  will  be  perceived  that  the 
number  has  diminished,  but  it  is  owing  to  the  want 
of  subjects,  rather  than  to  any  abatement  of  the 
epidemic,  as  our  population  is  fast  decreasing,  from 
the  constant  departure  of  our  citizens,  as  well  as 
the  numerous  deaths.  We  state  the  facts  just  as 
we  believe  them  to  exist,  that  our  numerous  friends 
who  are  absent  may  be  correctly  informed  on  the 
subject. 

The  disease,  it  is  now  universally  admitted,  is 
purely  yellow  fever,  nothing  more  or  less.  But  all 
the  physicians  with  whom  we  have  conversed  agree, 
that  it  yields  in  most  cases  very  readily  to  medi- 
cine. when  administered  in  the  incipient  stage  of 
the  disease.  That  such  is  the  fact,  every  citizen 
of  Mobile  will  testify;  for  numerous  cases  have 
come  under  the  observation  of  us  all.  The  great 
difficulty  is  the  universality  of  the  disease.  The 
number  sick  is  so  great,  that  the  physicians  cannot 
see  them  all,  and  there  are  not  healthy  persons  suf- 
ficient to  nurse  the  sick.  Consequently  numbers 
die  for  want  of  proper  attention.  The  physicians 
are  worn  out,  and  several  are  now  confined — others 
have  been  down,  but  are  now  so  far  recovered  as  to 
be  able  to  attend  to  the  sick.  Such  is  the  melan- 
choly truth,  which  all  will  agree,  is  sufficiently  ap- 
palling. 

Amongst  the  list  of  deaths  we  observe  that  of  E. 
Kirby,  esq.  junior  editor  of  the  Register,  and  Jo- 
seph Holland,  a native  of  Baltimore. 

Crops  tn  New  England.  One  of  the  editors 
of  the  New  York  Express,  who  has  had  occasion 
to  travel  through  different  parts  of  the  states  of 
Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts  and  Rhode 
Island,  says  that  in  each  of  these  states,  and  also 
in  Vermont,  the  harvest  will  be  unusually  abun- 
dant. He  thus  gives  the  result  of  his  observations: 

In  Maine  the  wheat  crop  will  be  very  large — 
much  more  so  from  outward  appearances  than 
during  any  previous  year.  The  potato  crop  in 
Maine  will  be  large  but  the  quantity  may  not  ex- 
ceed that  of  last  year,  and  the  quality  will  be  infe- 
rior. The  season  has  not  been  a good  one  for  corn, 
and  there  are  but  few  places  in  Maine  where  it  is 
a certain  crop.  September,  however,  has  done 
wonders  to  increase  the  growth  of  the  kernel  and 
to  ripen  it  for  the  harvest. 

In  New  Hampshire  we  saw  hundreds  and  hun- 
dreds of  acres  of  corn,  looking  as  well  almost  as 
we  have  ever  seen  it  in  Virginia.  In  the  interior  of 
the  state,  the  crop  will  be  very  large,  and  the  qua 
lity  very  superior.  The  potato  crop  in  New  Hamp- 
shire will  yield  a sufficiency  to  supply  all  the  de- 
mands of  the  people  there  for  home  consumption, 
and  admit  also  of  large  exportations.  In  Maine 
and  New  Hampshire,  both,  several  vessels  had  been 
chartered,  and  were  loading  with  potatoes  for  a 
southern  market.  The  farmers  generally  sold  their 
crops  at  prices  ranging  from  25  to  33  cents — ac- 
cording to  quality  and  convenience  of  location. — 
Some  of  a better  quality  brought  more  than  this. 

In  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut  the  grain 
crops  all  appeared  well,  and  the  Massachusetts 
farmers,  excepting  the  few  who  are  never  content, 
appeared  to  be  satisfied  with  the  harvest  prospects. 
Some  injury  had  been  done  to  the  corn  in  conse- 
quence of  damp  weather,  but  the  bad  effects  would 
be  counteracted  by  the  abundance  of  grass. 

In  Connecticut,  corn  would  yield  a tolerable  crop 
only — not  so  large  by  one-third  or  one-fourth  as  in 
a continued  warm  season.  But  little  wheat,  ex- 
cept buckwheat,  had  been  raised.  The  morus 
multicaulis  fever  showed  itself  in  various  parts  of 
the  state  in  the  form  of  fields  liberally  sprinkled 
over  with  sprouts  and  trees. 

Upon  the  whole  we  may  draw  these  conclusions 
from  the  facts  stated  in  regard  to  the  crops.  First, 
that  the  production  in  New  England  will  nearly,  if 
it  does  not  go  beyond  consumption  there.  The  ex- 
ports will  exceed  the  imports  in  value.  Maine,  in- 


stead of  paying  out  a million  and  a half  of  dollars 
for  foreign  wheat — that  is  flour  grown  out  of  the 
state — will  have  a sufficiency  of  grain  to  feed  all 
her  people — or  if,  of  necessity,  there  would  be  a 
falling  off  in  consequence  of  the  numerous  towns 
and  cities  upon  her  coast  which  make  the  market 
for  the  farmer,  as  the  producer,  and  for  the  numer- 
ous army  of  fishermen,  manufacturers  and  mer- 
chantmen, as  the  consumers,  the  amount  of  imports 
will  not  reach  the  exports  of  produce  raised  in 
Maine. 

Secondly,  the  result  of  the  harvest,  all  things 
considered,  will  prove  the  agricultural  capacity  of 
New  England  beyond  almost  any  other  period  of 
time — for  the  reason  that  the  agricultural  resources 
have  been  more  fully  developed  by  an  increased 
attention  to  agriculture,  and  by  the  cultivation  of 
large  quantities  of  land.  What  New  England  is 
capable  of,  however,  is  a question  we  shall  not  now 
consider.  There  will  be  a period — and  that  not  far 
distant — when  that  power  will  be  known,  and  be- 
ing known,  it  will  exceed  the  sanguine  expecta- 
tions of  those  who  have  expected  the  greatest  win- 
ders from  the  products  of  the  soil. 

France  and  Texas.  The  following  paragraph 
is  from  the  London  Times  of  the  16th: 

“In  a letter  from  our  Paris  correspondent,  pub- 
lished in  the  Times  of  the  1st  instant,  it  was  stated 
that  a negotiation  was  in  progress  between  the 
French  government  and  general  Henderson  fora 
treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  with  the  republic  of 
Texas;  and  that  Mr.  Hughes,  the  charge  de  af- 
faires from  the  United  States  at  Stockholm,  had 
acted  as  mediator.  We  now  learn,  from  authority', 
that  a negotiation  for  such  a treaty  has  been  open- 
ed in  Paris,  but  not,  as  our  correspondent  had  been 
informed,  through  the  medium  of  Mr.  Hughes,  but 
of  Mr.  Pontois,  the  French  minister  to  the  United 
States,  now  in  Paris,  and  of  general  Cass,  the 
American  minister  to  the  French  government.” 

Texas.  Galveston  papers  to  the  14th  have  been 
received  at  New  Orleans. 

The  city  of  Houston  is  represented  to  be  remarka- 
bly healthy.  The  Telegraph  says,  “we  have  not 
heard  of  a death  for  a week  past.” 

The  general  election  passed  off  at  Houston  very 
quietly. 

The  Galveston  Civilian  of  Sept.  13,  states — “We 
have  little  domestic  news  of  importance.  About 
eighty  men  left  this  city  on  Monday  morning  to 
serve  against  the  Indians  on  the  frontier,  in  case  they 
should  be  needed.  Several  hundred  men  will  be 
kept  regularly  in  the  field,  until  all  apprehensions  of 
further  trouble  from  the  savages  have  subsided. 

The  Houston  Telegraph  states  that  general  Arra 
ya  has  paid  a visit  to  Texas,  for  the  purpose  of  ne- 
gotiating with  that  government  for  aid,  in  establish- 
ing a new  republic  out  of  a portion  of  the  eastern 
states  of  Mexico,  and  opposing  the  power  of  the 
central  government. 

The  Houston  Telegraph  states  that  general  Sa- 
muel Houston  has  been  elected  to  congress  from  San 
Augustine.  In  Nacogdoches  county,  Mr.  Kaufman 
is  elected,  and  a tie  between  Mr.  Muse  and  his  com- 
petitor. 

Captain  Holliday,  who  returned  recently  from  the 
east,  states  that  all  was  quiet  in  that  quarter,  and 
that  no  apprehension  was  entertained  from  the  Che- 
rokees. 

The  Telegraph  states  that  flour  is  selling  at  from 
60  to  75  dollars  per  barrel. 

Buenos  Ayres.  The  correspondent  of  the 
New  York  Journal  of  Commerce,  under  date  of 
the  7th  ult.  states  that  a shocking  assassination 
took  place  at  Buenos  Ayres  on  the  28th  ult.  in  the 
senate  chamber.  It  appears  that  a mob  had  collect- 
ed, and  rushed  in  upon  the  senators,  and  immedi- 
ately slew  the  president,  Don  — Maza,  in  his 
chair,  the  only  victim  then  sought  for.  Afterwards 
they  sought  out  his  son,  a colonel  of  a regiment 
quartered  in  the  city,  whom  they  shot.  This 
mob  consisted  of  the  goverment  party,  and  although 
governor  Rosas  has  imprisoned  avast  number  of 
the  said  mob,  yet  there  are  strange  whisperings 
about  the  affair. 

Cullen  has  been  shot,  and  it  is  said  that  some 
correspondence  was  found  upon  him  when  arrested, 
that  compromised  Maza  or  Masa  and  his  son,  which 
may  account  for  their  assassination. 

Later.  By  the  ship  Brutus,  captain  Adams,  the 
editors  of  the  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce  have 
received  Buenos  Ayres  papers  to  July  26th,  and 
Monte  Video  to  August  5th. 

The  port  of  Buenos  Ayres  was  still  blockaded, 
and  all  communication  cut  off  except  by  the  British 
packet.  There’  was  nothing  to  warrant  a belief  that 
the  blockade  would  be  taken  off  for  some  months 
to  come,  as  the  French  admiral  was  attempting  no- 


thing more  than  usual,  and  governor  Rosas  was  as 
popular  with  his  own  people  as  ever. 

Produce  at  Monte  Video  came  in  slowly,  and  the 
prices  were  kept  up.  On  the  1st  of  August  anew 
duty  extra  of  8 per  cent,  on  imports  and  5 per  cent, 
on  exports  was  put  in  force,  as  a war  tax,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  former  duties. 

New  troubles  had  broken  out  in  the  Banda  Ori- 
ental. It  was  said  that  1,500  men  had  crossed  over 
to  that  province  from  the  other  side,  headed  by  gen. 
Laviblaca,  whose  object  is  to  put  down  the  present 
government,  and  either  to  reinstate  Oribe,  or  to  take 
the  reigns  himself. 

Don  Fructuso  Rivera  (the  president)  had  gone 
in  person  to  the  camp,  with  the  intention  of  putting 
down  the  revolutionary  movements.  This  would 
injure  the  trade  at  Monte  Video,  if  not  put  a stop  to 
exports  for  a time,  unless  put  down  at  once  by  the 
present  government. 

Mexico.  The  Mexican  government,  with  its 
usual  disregard  for  the  rights  of  foreign  citizens  who 
trade  to  that  country,  has  caused  a large  amount  of 
American  property  to  be  sequestered  at  Tampico, 
the  confiscation  of  which,  it  is  feared,  will  follow. 
The  Mobile  Journal  has  the  following  lucid  state- 
ment of  the  circumstances  connected  with  these  pro- 
ceedings on  the  part  of  the  Mexican  government; 
Tampico  was,  for  a season,  in  the  full  possession  of 
Mexia  and  the  Federalists;  and  the  French  admiral, 
desirous  to  favor  that  party,  excepted  Tampico  out 
of  the  general  blockade  of  the  Mexican  ports.  This 
led  to  large  and  valuable  shipments  from  the  United 
States,  especially  from  the  port  of  New  Orleans. — 
The  Mexican  government  retaliated  by  a decree 
dated  on  the  8th  of  January,  when  they  were  abso- 
lutely without  power  in  Tampico  or  the  vicinity, 
by  which  decree,  that  port  was  closed,  against  all 
commerce,  coastwise  or  foreign.  On  the  defeat  and 
death  ol  Mexia,  the  consequent  triumph  of  the  Cen- 
tralists, and  the  occupation  of  Tampico  by  Busta- 
mente,  the  government  has  proceeded  to  enforce  ri- 
gidly the  decree  of  Jan.  8th,  and  issued  orders  to  the 
collector  and  military  commandant  of  the  place  to 
seize  on  all  goods  imported  alter  the  publication  of 
that  decree,  and  demand  security  for  all  that  have 
been  sold,  unless  the  shippers  can  prove  that  they 
had  not  been  duly  informed  of  the  decree  in  ques- 
tion. The  value  of  American  property  in  jeopardy 
is  said  to  be  a million  of  dollars  at  least,  and  the 
Mexican  authorities  have  sufficient  need  of  the  mo- 
ney to  make  them  very  little  scrupulous  in  the 
grounds  of  condemnation.  There  is  a great  deal  of 
interest  felt  in  this  matter  in  New  Orleans,  where  a 
large  part  of  the  property  is  owned;  and  it  is  loudly 
contended  that  the  actual  possession  of  the  port  by 
the  Federalists,  with  an  adequate  force  to  keep  it  so 
long  against  the  power  of  the  government,  was  a 
sufficient  evidence  to  foreignersof  their  right  to  con- 
trol its  commerce;  and  that  accordingly,  any  attempt 
of  the  Central  government  to  enforce  the  penalties 
of  decrees,  which  it  was  unable  to  put  into  effect 
when  issued,  is  a violation  of  the  rights  of  American 
citizens,  for  which  they  call  for  the  interposition  of 
our  government. 

We  suspect,  however,  that  the  better  defence  for 
the  endangered  property  is  the  fact,  sufficiently  well 
ascertained,  that  the  Mexican  decree  in  question 
was  never  officially  notified  in  this  country;  and  that 
in  consequence,  it  will  be  in  the  power  of  every 
American  citizen  to  show  that  he  never  had  official 
knowledge  of  its  existence. 

From  Canton.  We  learn  from  capt.  Griswold 
of  the  ship  Niantic,  sailed  May  12th,  that  the  Br- 
tish  residents  ac  Canton  were  making  preparations 
to  leave  immediately,  by  order  of  captain  Elliott, 
through  whose  agency  twenty-two  thousand  three 
hundred  and  twenty-two  chests  of  opium  had  been 
surrendered  to  the  Chinese  authorities.  All  the 
ships  that  were  loaded  were  allowed  to  leave, 
but  no  vessels  allowed  to  go  up  the  river  at  pre- 
sent. The  U.  S.  ship  Columbia  was  at  Macoa 
and  the  U.  S.  sloop  of  war  John  Adams  was  mo- 
mentarily expected  from  Manilla. 

Captain  Griswold,  on  touching  at  Anger,  whence 
he  again  sailed  on  the  25th  June,  was  informed  by 
the  governor  of  that  settlement,  that  one  of  the 
British  opium  clippers  which  had  left  Canton  about 
the  I7th  May,  had  informed  him  that  the  trade  had 
again  been  stopped. 

The  above  verbal  accounts  are  later  than  those 
contained  in  the  Canton  papers  we  have  received, 
the  latest  of  which  is  of  the  5th  May. 

The  following  is  the  account  they  contain  of  the 
state  of  things  at  that  date: 

Sunday,  5lh  May.  The  deliveries,  we  understand, 
are  going  on  at  Chumpee,  and  it  is  expected  that 
about  17,000  chests  will  now  be  in  possession  of 
the  Chinese.  In  the  meanwhile  the  guard  of  coo- 
lies in  front  of  the  factories  has  been  withdrawn. 
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and  the  boats  outside  form  a less  regular  and  dense  j 
cordon,  though  some  order  of  distribution  among 
them  may  still  be  observed  no  doubt  to  watch 
against  any  foreigners  clandestinely  leaving.  Seven- 
ty coolies  are  also  retained  in  the  square  to  watch  the 
16  foreigners,  of  whom  some,  it  their  names  are 
correctly  translated,  are  not  in  Canton.  It  is  said 
that  chops  to  lade  cargo  will  be  given  to-morrow, 
and  that  such  ships  as  have  accomplished  their  land- 
ing will  obtain  passports  without  delay. 

Meanwhile  the  ship  boats  that  have  been  detain- 
ed here  with  the  crews  ever  since  their  stoppage  of 
the  trade  are  not  allowed  to  leave,  and  the  permis- 
sion for  some  ships  to  sail  will  thereby  in  a manner 
be  rendered  nugatory.  The  passage  boats,  are 
however,  we  are  told,  positively  to  sail  with  letters 
and  passengers  in  the  morning  to-morrow. 

The  above  intelligence  as  regards  the  course  of 
the  Chinese  authorities  is  promulgated  in  an  edict 
dated  the  previous  day.  The  following  is  a list 
of  the  16  foreign  merchants  who,  for  the  present, 
are  not  allowed  by  government  to  leave  Canton  by 
the  passage  boats: 

Dent,  Young-teen,  A.  Matheson,  D.  Matheson, 
IVlatheson,  Inglis,  Dadabhoy,  Framjee,  Heerjeeb- 
hoy,  Bomanjce,  Green,  Daniell,  Henry,  Ilbery,  Stan- 
ford, Koa-sze. 

The  consuls  of  all  the  foreign  powers  are  gene- 
rally involved  with  the  English  in  these  proceed- 
ings. We  copy  the  following  as  having  particular 
reference  to  our  consul,  Mr.  Snow. 

To  his  excellency  Lin,  the  high  imperial  commis- 
sioner, &c.  &c. 

A respectful  address. 

The  chairman  of  this  chamber  has  received  the 
edict  your  excellency  was  pleased  to  address  to  him 
under  this  day’s  date. 

In  reply  he  begs  to  state  that  the  consuls  of  the 
United  States  of  America  and  of  the  king  of  Hol- 
land, have  faithfully  answered  the  edict  of  your 
excellency  to  them  directed.  I have  the  honor  to 
be  &c.  W.  S.  Wetjiore,  chairman. 

“This  coming  before  me  the  commissioner,  &c. 
1,  as  is  proper,  reply. — I find  on  examination  that 
the  American  nation  ought  to  deliver  up  some 
opium,  yet,  up  to  this  time,  they  have  not  handed  up 
any  account  of  the  quantity  they  are  to  deliver  up. 

I have  already  sternly  commanded  their  consul, 
Snow,  in  my  reply  to  his  petition  on  the  subject,  to 
be  urgent:  this  is  on  record.  Now  1 have  looked 
into  the  petition  of  the  said  chairman,  and  find  it  a 
mere  tissue  of  senseless  prattle.  It  is  of  the  great- 
est importance  that  the  opium  be  delivered  up  and 
received  at  the  present  lime;  how,  then,  can  I allow 
myself  to  be  trilled  with  in  this  way?  Let  the  said 
consul,  Snow,  forthwith  hand  up  in  a responsive 
petition  a clear  and  detailed  accountof  the  quantity, 
&c.  to  be  delivered  up,  so  that  it  may  be  examined 
and  received  at  the  same  time  with  the  smoking 
“filth”  which  the  English  have  given  up;  do  not 
let  him  attempt  the  leastconcealment,  lest  he  involve 
himself  in  unpleasant  consequences. 

Uniting  the  circumstances,  I send  this  edict  to 
the  Kwangchowfoo,  who  must  instantly  hand  it  over 
to  the  hong  merchants  with  instruction  to  deliver  it 
to  the  said  chairman,  Wetmore,  for  his  information 
and  obedience;  do  not  oppose,  &c.  &c.  Upon  re- 
ceipt of  the  above,  and  uniting  the  circumstance,  I 
at  once  issue  an  edict,  upon  receipt  of  which  the 
said  chairman,  Wetmore,  must  accord  his  instant 
obedience  thereto,  and  forthwith  make  out  a true 
and  detailed  account  of  the  quantity,  &c.  of  opium, 
(American  property),  which  the  said  consul,  Snow, 
must  hand  up  in  a responsive  edict,  and  forthwith 
deliver  up  the  opium. 

Should  there  be  any  further  delay,  or  glossing 
over,  you  may  became  involved  in  the  consequence 
of  the  high  commissioner’s  displeasure. 

Do  not  then,  oh  chairman!  any  longer  oppose  and 
evade  this  heavy  matter. 

Tremble,  haste,  haste,  a special  edict. 

[True  translation.]  S.  Fearon, 

Chinese  interpreter , G.  C.  C. 

April  1st,  1839. 

From  Smyrna.  AVe  have  received  by  the  Rus- 
sell, and  also  by  the  Hamilton,  our  regular  files  of 
Smyrna  papers  to  July  20.  From  the  Echo  de 
L’Orient  of  June  29,  we  learn  that  com.  Porter,  the 
minister  of  the  United  States  to  Constantinople,  had 
arrived  at  Smyrna  on  board  a merchant  vessel.  He 
was  about  to  proceed  to  the  mineral  baths  to  pass 
some  days.  The  governor,  had  given  orders  to  the 
authorities  of  the  place  to  take  care  that  he  should 
be  provided  with  whatever  he  might  be  in  want  of. 

According  to  accounts  from  Athens,  the  king  and 
queen  ot  Greece  had  just  returned  from  a long  jour- 
ney in  Rouinelia.  Their  party  had  met  with  no  ac- 
cident, except  that  Madame  Mordemflicht,  lady  of 
honor  to  the  queen,  had  the  misfortune  to  fall  from 
her  horse,  and  was  severely  wounded  in  the  lag. — 


She  was  left  at  Missolonghi,  under  the  care  of  a 
physician. 

The  king  and  queen  were  met  on  their  entry  to 
the  city  by  an  immense  crowd  of  the  inhabitants 
who  welcomed  their  return.  The  king  wore  the 
Greek  national  costume,  and  the  queen  replied  to 
the  felicitations  which  were  addressed  to  her,  in 
choice  expressions  of  the  language  of  Plato,  which 
she  speaks  extremely  well,  and  which  she  pro- 
nounces with  the  purity  of  a Hellenint,  born  under 
the  beautiful  sky  of  Attica.  The  town  was  spon- 
taneously illuminated,  and  the  public  rejoicings  were 
prolonged  until  morning.  This  may  be  almost  term- 
ed being  literally  overjoyed  for  an  occurrence  which 
must  happen  so  frequently. 

The  king  had  summoned  to  him,  at  Athens,  the 
old  heroes  Condouriotti  and  Zaimi,  and  it  was  sup- 
posed that  they  were  about  to  be  admitted  to  the 
ministry.  Mr.  Schmaltz,  the  minister  of  war,  was 
about  to  return  to  Munich. 

A magazine  at  Volo  was  struck  with  lightning, 
and  blown  up.  A part  of  the  walls  of  the  citadel 
were  blown  up,  and  a number  ot  the  houses  of  the 
city  were  destroyed. 

Two  distinguished  members  of  the  French  cham- 
ber of  deputies,  count  Jaubert  and  M.  St.  Marc 
Girardin,  were  at  Constantinople.  M.  Foltz,  aid- 
de-camp  of  marshal  Soult,  was  at  Smyrna. 

The  two  Greek  girls,  Zambellou  and  Despinou, 
of  whom  some  remarkable  phenomena  were  related, 
in  an  article  which  we  published  some  months 
since,  had  sailed  for  France.  They  proposed  to  vi- 
sit the  principal  capitals  in  Europe. 

[ Boston  Daily  Adv. 

[These  Greek  girls  are  said  to  exhibit  magnetical 
wonders  in  an  entirely  novel  form.  Objects  placed 
between  them  are  seen  to  move  from  one  to  the 
other  without  any  discoverable  agency.  [ Com.Adv. 

From  Liberia.  We  have  intelligence  from  Li- 
beria to  the  11th  of  July  inclusive.  At  that  peri- 
od the  colony  was  in  prosperous  condition.  A let- 
ter from  our  esteemed  friend  the  rev.  John  Seys, 
superintendent  of  the  Methodist  mission,  dated 
Monrovia,  July  11th,  contains  the  following  grati- 
fying intelligence: 

“I  am  happy  to  inform  you  of  our  continued 
health,  and  of  our  unexampled  success  in  the 
blessed  cause  in  which  we  are  engaged.  A very 
gracious  work  has  recently  broken  out  among  the 
natives  at  Heddington,  and  no  less  than  thirty-six 
poor  perishing  heathens  have  embraced  the  religion 
of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  profess  to  have  expe- 
rienced the  forgiveness  of  sins  through  faith  in  his 
blood.  I have  been  out  among  them,  and  beheld 
the  glorious  scene  with  indescribable  emotions. — 
Brother  Brown  is  very  zealous  and  faithful,  and 
our  prospects  are  most  encouraging.  I leave  Mon- 
rovia again  to-morrow  to  spend  a few  days  on  that 
station,  as  the  good  work  is  still  going  on. 

“The  king  has  been  converted  to  God,  and 
seems  determined  to  exert  all  his  influence  to 
spread  the  gospel  among  his  countrymen.  I am, 
&,c.  J.  Seys.” 

“P.  S.  The  ship  Emperor  has  been  wrecked  on 
the  coast;  crew  all  saved,  but  the  vessel  and  cargo 
a total  loss.  J.  S.” 

[New;  York  Com.  Adv. 

New  Brunswick.  The  legislature  of  this  pro- 
vince met  in  special  session  on  the  1 0th  instant,  and 
was  opened  by  a speech  from  the  lieutenant  gover- 
nor sir  John  Harvey.  The  object  of  assembling  was 
to  devise  some  mode  of  extending  relief  to  the  suf- 
ferers by  the  fire  at  St.  John’s.  Allusion  was  made 
also  in  the  course  of  the  speech,  to  the  arrival  of 
commissioners  appointed  by  the  queen  of  England 
for  the  purpose  of  making  topographioal  examina- 
tions of  the  frontiers  of  New  Brunswick  and  Cana- 
da. Il  is  stated  that  they  have  already  commenced 
their  labors,  and  the  hope  is  expressed  that  their 
efforts  may  aid  the  general  governments  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  and  Great  Britain  in  putting  an  end  to  the 
rotracted  controversy  about  the  just  boundary  line 
etween  the  two  nations.  [ Evening  Post. 

Rail  road  connection  with  the  south.-— 
A meeting  ot  the  directors  of  the  Charleston  and 
Cincinnati  rail  road  was  to  be  held  at  Asheville,  N. 
Carolina,  on  the  13th  instant,  and  a meeting  of  the 
stockholders  at  the  same  place  on  the  16th.  A full 
attendance  was  expected,  notice  having  been  given 
that  business  of  importance  was  to  be  transacted.— 
We  may  soon  hear  of  the  formal  and  public  aban- 
donment of  the  project  of  pushing  the  Charleston 
rail  road  to  the  Ohio.  In  fact  a writer  in  the  Knox- 
ville Times  boldly  announces,  that  “the  Tennessee 
stockholders  will  not  pay  their  stock  if  the  idea  of 
prosecuting  the  road  be  persisted  in.” 

Our  readers  of  course  remember,  that,  during  the 
late  legislative  canvass  in  this  state,  we  repeatedly 


alluded  to  the  certainty  of  the  speedy  completion  of 
a rail  route  between  Knoxville  and  Charleston  by 
the  way  of  the  Hiwassee  rail  road,  and  argued,  that 
the  idea  of  the  Charleston  and  Ohio  company’s  con- 
structing another  road  between  the  same  points  was 
preposterous.  From  the  Knoxville  Times  of  Friday 
the  13th  instant,  we  copy  the  annexed  statement, 
showing  the  astonishing  forwardness  of  the  Hiwas- 
see road.  We  have  only  to  add,  that  any  editor,  who 
pretends  to  think  that  there  are  actually  to  be  two 
rail  roads  between  Charleston  and  Knoxville,  must 
either  be  a fool  himself  or  feel  anxious  to  make  fools 
of  his  readers: 

From  the  Knoxville  Times. 

Very  few  persons  know  how  nearly  the  route 
from  Knoxville  to  Charleston  by  way  of  the  Hiwas- 
see rail  road,  is  completed.  The  following  is  the 
present  state  of  the  work: 

From  Charleston  lo  Augusta,  136  miles — finished 
and  in  use. 

From  Augusta  to  Greensboro’,  100  miles — finish- 
ed and  in  use. 

From  Greensboro’  to  Madison,  20  miles — graded, 
but  not  laid  with  rails. 

From  Madison  to  Decatur,  50  miles — nothing  yet 
done. 

From  Decatur  to  Red  Clay,  on  Tennessee  line, 
(the  Western  and  Atlantic  state  road  of  Georgia) 
115  miles  100  very  nearly  graded — heavy  forces  at 
work. 

From  Red  Clay  to  Knoxville,  by  Hiwasse  rail 
road,  97  miles — 70  will  be  graded  in  six  weeks — 
heavy  forces  on  the  remainder,  and  the  delivering  of 
timber  for  railing  progressing  rapidly. 

Thus  we  see  that  of  the  whole  distance  from 
Knoxville  to  Charleston  by  way  of  the  Hiwassee 
rail  road,  (510  miles),  nearly  one  half  is  in  use; 
while  426  miles  are  actually  either  laid  with  the 
rails,  or  ready  graded  to  receive  them.  Is  it  not 
strange  that  any  man  can  seriously  advocate  the 
Charleston  and  Cincinnati  rail  road  in  preference  to 
the  Hiwassee  route  to  Charleston  when  more  than 
four-filths  of  the  latter  are  ready  for  the  rails,  and 
workmen  scattered  over  nearly  the  whole  of  the  re- 
maining fifth.  [Louisville  Journal. 

Reduction  of  postage.  In  relation  to  this 
subject  ihe  Fredericksburg  Arena  remarks: 

The  payment  in  advance,  in  all  cases,  is  a great- 
er innovation  than  the  reduction  and  uniformity  of 
the  rate.  This  also  is  one  of  the  essentials  of  the 
reform.  Its  beneficial  effects  will  be  two-fold — se- 
curity against  loss  on  dead  letters,  and  greater  sim- 
plicity in  the  details  of  the  office.  $3>Editors  are 
particularly  interested  in  this  feature. 

The  abolition  of  the  franking  privilege  by  the 
members  of  the  British  parliament,  is  a self-deny- 
ing ordinance,  which  we  are  inclined  to  think  our 
congress  will  not  adopt,  though  sanctioned  by  such 
a precedent.  Yet  it  is  very  important  that  this 
previlege — abused  as  it  has  been  to  an  enormous 
extent — should  be  regulated. 

The  practical  question  which  arises,  is  the  effect 
the  proposed  changes  may  have  upon  the  revenue 
of  the  department.  We  should  not  consider  it  an 
objection  to  the  scheme,  w'ere  it  not  demonstrable 
that  it  would  greatly  diminish  the  receipts.  It 
never  was  intended  that  the  post  office  should  be  a 
source  of  revenue  to  the  government.  Heretofore, 
the  great  extension  and  improvement  of  mail  facili- 
ties, has  prevented  a surplus  revenue,  which  would 
have  accrued  were  the  mail  routes  of  anyone  year 
considered  the  permanent  establishment  of  the  de- 
partment. We  are  of  opinion  that,  for  the  first 
year  or  two,  there  would  be  a falling  off  in  the  re- 
ceipts— but  we  are  equally  persuaded  that  the  re- 
duced rates  would,  ultimately,  lead  to  a large  in- 
crease of  the  revenue  of  the  department.  We 
think  the  facts  collected  by  Mr.  Hill,  and  his  argu- 
ment on  this  point,  as  perfectly  conclusive. 

We  are  in  favor  then  of  the  proposed  change.  It 
will  be  fraught  with  beneficial  consequences  in  a 
moral,  commercial  and  political  point  of  view,  and 
deserves  the  serious  attention  of  every  patriot.  We 
hope  there  will  be  no  delay.  The  sooner  the 
change  is  effected  the  better. 

Destructive  fire.  We  learn  from  the  Phila- 
delphia papers  that  the  extensive  calico  manufacto- 
ry in  Southwark,  known  as  Mulhausen  works,  wa9 
destroyed  by  fire  on  Wednesday  morning  between 
the  hours  of  one  and  two  o’clock.  The  North 
American  says  that  the  fire  was  communicated,  as 
is  supposed,  from  the  steam  engine,  but  the  exact 
manner  has  not  as  yet  been  ascertained.  The  loss 
to  the  enterprising  gentlemen  who  own  the  estab- 
lishment is  near  $ 100,000 , only  $30,000  of  which 
was  insured.  Besides  the  destruction  of  all  the  ma- 
chinery in  the  building,  as  well  as  a large  stock  of 
calicoes  and  bleached  cotton  cloth,  the  books  of  the 
establishment  were  also  burned. 
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The  loss  from  this  fire  will  also  fall  heavily 
upon  the  persons  who  were  employed,  who  num- 
bered at  least  one  hundred.  This  manufactory  was 
established  in  1826,  by  Paul  K.  Hubbs,  esq.  the 
principal  proprietor,  in  connection  with  several  en- 
terprising gentlemen  from  Mulhausen,  in  France. 
Upwards  of  twelve  millions  of  yards  of  calico  have 
been  printed  in  it  since  its  establishment,  and  near- 
ly $200,000  have  been  paid  by  the  proprietors  dur- 
ing that  time  for  wages  alone.  The  only  portion 
of  the  machinery  saved  was  a number  of  engraved 
copper  cylinders  used  for  printing,  which  were 
deposited  in  afire  proof  building  adjoining  the  fac- 
tory. 

A rope  walk  on  the  north  side  of  the  factory  be- 
longing to  Joseph  Johnson,  and  occupied  by  Ban- 
ner l'homas,  was  also  very  much  injured,  several 
hundred  feet  of  the  walk  having  been  destroyed. 

Methodist  Mission  of  the  Oregon.  The 
board  of  managers  of  the  missionary  society  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church  have  just  received  im- 
portant intelligence  from  their  mission  family  in  the 
Oregon.  It  came  over  land,  we  believe,  by  the 
Hudson’s  Bay  annual  express.  The  communication 
is  from  the  rev.  D.  Leslie,  who  is  acting  as  the  su- 
perintendent in  the  absence  of  the  rev.  Jason  Lee, 
now  in  this  city — the  date  is  March  2,  1839,  from 
the  Williainalette  station.  After  describing  the  man- 
ner of  holding  a protracted  meeting,  the  writer  con- 
cludes with  the  following  as  the  result  of  that  meet- 
ing: 

“We  continued  our  meetings  through  the  week, 
and  every  day  and  evening  were  found  to  be  a gra- 
cious season.  The  work  spread  in  the  settlement, 
and  we  have  received  as  the  fruit  of  it  four  Ameri- 
can and  one  English  emigrant,  who  will  rank  among 
the  most  respectable  in  this  community.  These, 
together  with  10  native  males,  5 females,  2 Hawaians, 
2 half-breeds,  1 boy  who  came  with  Dr.  White,  and 
my  two  eldest  daughters,  making  in  all  27,  have 
joined  us  in  class,  they  at  present  give  us  good 
evidence  as  we  could  expect  of  a genuine  work  and 
determination  to  persevere  in  it.  Thus  we  see  God 
will  have  a church  in  Oregon.  [N.  F.  Com.  Adv. 

War  steamer.  The  New  York  Herald  states 
that  the  United  States  “seasteamer,”  now  building 
at  the  Brooklyn  navy  yard,  is  entirely  in  “frame,” 
and  presents  a model  combining  the  qualities  re- 
quisite for  being  advantageously  propelled  by  wind 
or  steam.  Her  “construction”  is  to  be  in  all  le- 
spects  that  of  combining  speed,  strength  and  dura- 
bility, and  no  pains  are  spared  to  accomplish  that 
object.  She  is  to  have  two  powerful  engines  on  the 
inclined  principle,  and  purely  American. 

Her  general  dimensions  are  as  follows,  viz: 

Feet.  In. 


Length  of  keel,  305  0 

« between  perpendiculars,  220  0 

“ extreme,  including  cutwater,  240  0 

Breadth  of  beam,  (moulded,)  39  0 

“ outside  of  planking,  40  0 

« outside  of  guards,  68  0 

Depth  of  hold,  23  6 

Draught  of  water,  (load  line),  18  3 

Height  above  load  line,  13  9 

Measurement  in  tons,  1988 


The  steam  ships.  The  Liverpool  correspon- 
dent of  the  New  York  Star  says,  under  date  of  31st 
August: 

A singular  fact  has  just  oozed  out — that  the  empe- 
ror of  Russia  has  made  an  offer  to  the  owners  of  the 
British  Queen  and  Great  Western  steam  vessels,  at 
a price  equal  to  50  per  cent,  profit  on  the  prime  cost 
of  these  vessels,  on  delivering  them  at  Cronstadt,  al- 
lowing them  to  take  their  present  trips  to  New  York. 
The  respective  trans- Atlantic  steam  companies  are 
understood  to  have  declined  this  very  tempting  offer, 
considering  that  having  afforded  a certain  accom- 
modation to  the  public,  they  were  not  authorised  to 
withdraw  or  diminish  it,  and  fearing  that  the  loss, 
from  interruption  to  their  establishments,  would  far 
exceed  the  profit  tendered.  In  stating  this  on  dit,  I 
give  it  in  the  exact  words  of  a letter  from  a re- 
spectable London  house  which  has  been  handed 
about  here. 

Voyage  of  the  British  Queen.  The  fol- 
lowing is  an  abstract  of  the  log  book  of  the  British 
Queen  during  her  last  trip: 

Sept  4th.  Lat.  49  51,  Ion.  4 20,  course  W.  S.  W. 
120  miles  distance,  wind  W.  S.  W.  fresh  gales  and 
strong  breezes,  with  head  sea. 

5th.  Lat.  49  38,  Ion.  8 42,  course  W.  J S.  169 
miles  distance,  windW.  S.W.  fresh  gales  and  squal- 
ly with  heavy  rain. 

6th.  Lat.  49  52,  Ion.  12  56,  course  W.  ^ N.  164 
miles  distance,  strong  gales  with  very  heavy  head 
sea. 


7th.  Lat.  49  32,  Ion.  16  25,  course  S.  82  W.  133 
miles  distance,  wind  W.  N.  W.  heavy  gales  with 
squalls,  and  very  heavy  cross  sea;  ship  laboring  very 
easy;  engines  working  well;  set  close  reef  main  top- 
sail and  storm  staysail. 

8th.  Lat.  49  2,  Ion.  18  14,  course  S.  66  W.  dis- 
tance 80  miles,  wind  W.  N.  W.  strong  gales  with 
heavy  head  sea. 

9th.  Lat.  48  2,  Ion.  21  24,  course  S.  65  W.  142 
miles  distance,  wind  N.  W.  strong  breezes  and 
squally',  ship  rolling  easv,  beam  sea. 

10th.  Lat.  46  45,  Ion'  25  24,  course  S.  65  W.  181 
miles  distance,  wind  W.  N.  W.  moderate  breezes 
and  cloudy  with  heavy  swell,  ship  rolling  deep. 

11th.  Lat.  45  37,  Ion.  29  25,  course  S.  70  W.  200 
miles  distance,  wind  W.  N.  W.  fresh  breezes  with 
passing  showers,  beam  sea. 

12th.  Lat.  44  45,  Ion.  35  2,  course  S.  77  W.  228 
miles  distance,  wind  W.  N.  W.  fresh  breezes  and 
fine. 

13th.  Lat.  43  59,  Ion.  40  8,  course  S.  78  W.  225 
miles  distance,  wind  W.  N.  W.  light  breezes  and 
fine. 

14th.  Lat.  43  19,  Ion.  45,  course  S.  79  W.  218 
miles  distance,  wind  W.  S.  W.  squally  with  heavy 
rain  and  head  sea. 

15th.  Lat.  42  17,  Ion.  49  51,  course  S.  81  W.  220 
miles  distance,  wind  N,  fresh  breezes  and  squally 
with  rain. 

16th.  Lat.  42  17,  Ion.  55  4,  course  S.  82  W.  225 
miles  distance,  wind  S.  by  W.  light  breezes  and  va- 
riable. 

17th.  Lat. — Jon. — , course  W.  § S.  242  miles 
distance,  wind  S.  S.  W.  and  N.  W.  fresh  breezes 
and  cloudy  with  heavy  rain. 

18th.  Lat.  41  50,  Ion.  65  32,  course  S.  37  W.  232 
miles  distance,  wind  S.  W.  moderate  breezes  with 
thick  fog. 

19th.  Lat.  30  23,  Ion.  69  36,  course  S.  65  W.  207 
miles  distant,  wind  S.  S.  W.  fresh  breezes  and 
squally,  with  lightning. 

20th.  9 A.  M.  made  Highlands,  New  York,  noon, 
passed  Sandy  Hook,  1 P.  M,  arrived  at  quarantine 
ground. 

A veteran.  In  the  neighborhood  of  St.  Louis, 
Mo.  there  resides  an  old  gentleman,  whose  adven- 
tures, if  correctly  narrated,  might  form  a work  as 
interesting  as  “Anastatius”  itself.  His  name  is 
Santuerio,  and  he  is  a native  of  the  Italian  side  of 
the  Tyrol.  In  his  youth  he  served  as  a sharp-shoot- 
er in  the  Austrian  army,  and  fought  at  Marengo. 
Subsequently  he  resided  at  Constantinople,  from 
whence  he  went  to  Egypt,  where  he  entered  the 
employment  of  the  pasha,  to  whom  he  did  some 
good  service  in  Arabia.  When  our  countryman, 
gen.  Easton,  undertook  the  romantic  task  of  restor- 
ing the  bey  of  Tripoli  to  his  throne,  from  which  he 
had  been  driven  by  his  brother,  Santuerio  was  em- 
ployed in  the  expedition,  and  in  reward  for  his  good 
conduct  he  was  made  a colonel  in  the  U.  S.  army. 
Like  all  brave  men,  he  has  paid  great  attention  to 
the  fair  sex,  and,  following  the  wholesome  example 
of  the  patriarchs,  he  took  to  himself  various  wives 
in  the  different  countries  in  which  he  has  resided, 
some  of  whom  are  doubtless  now  living.  He  admits 
to  being  the  father  of  twenty-seven  children.  Of 
late,  he  has  been  engaged  in  writing  his  life,  and 
preparing  it  for  publication;  and,  to  use  the  language 
of  one  who  is  acquainted  with  him,  “it  his  brain  is 
as  prolific  as  his  person,  and  his  pen  bears  any  pro- 
portion to  his  tongue,  the  world  may  expect  soon  to 
see  the  work  appear  in  twenty-seven  volumes!” 

Singular  law  case.  An  unusual  case  in  the 
annals  of  jurisprudence  was  settled  on  Tuesday  by 
the  Tribunal  de  Premiere,  instance,  the  question 
being  to  decide  whether  the  master  of  an  hotel  had 
the  right  of  detaining  as  a pledge  for  payment  the 
children  of  a foreigner  who  had  quitted  his  house 
without  paying  his  bill.  M.  Tonny,  who  keeps  the 
hotel  Brittanique,  Rue  Louis  le-Grand,  wa3  as- 
signed before  the  court,  at  the  suit  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Douglas,  British  subjects,  and  of  Mr.  Gordon  Ur- 
quhart,  father  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Douglas,  to  show 
cause  why  he  should  not  give  up  five  children  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Douglas,  which  had  been  left  with 
him  by  them  several  years  back,  while  they  them- 
selves, the  parents,  were  his  debtors  to  the  amount 
of  20,000f.  It  appeared  that  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Doug- 
las had  been  residing  at  a large  hotel  in  Paris, 
which  they  were  obliged  to  quit  from  not  being 
able  to  pay  their  account,  and  that  they  took  rooms 
at  Tonny’s,  Mr.  Douglas  at  the  same  time  prevail- 
ing on  him  to  sign  bills,  which  enabled  him  to  dis- 
charge his  reckoning  at  the  first  hotel.  After  stop- 
ping some  time  at  Mr.  Tonny’s  Mr.  Douglas  dis- 
appeared, leaving  Mrs.  Douglas,  his  family,  and 
servants  behind;  but  subsequently  wrote  a letter  to 
the  master  of  the  hotel,  explaining  his  absence.  A 


short  time  after  this,  Mrs.  Douglas  disappeared  also, 
leaving  on  Mr.  Tonny’s  hands  her  children  and  do- 
mestics— ten  persons  in  all;  nor  had  they  since  ta- 
ken any  steps  to  withdraw  either  of  them  or  to  set- 
tle the  debt  due  to  Mr.  Tonny,  which  for  the  bills, 
for  the  expenses  of  the  parents,  and  for  the  keeping 
of  the  children,  who  had  been  kindly  supported  by 
him  ever  since,  amounted  to  the  sum  mentioned 
above.  M.  Charles  Ledru,  with  whom  was  M. 
Enee,  and  who  was  the  fonde  de  pouvoirs  of  the 
complaining  parties,  declared  that  nothing  could 
have  been  more  honorable  than  the  conduct  of  M. 
Tonny,  who  had  generously  supported  the  family 
of  his  debtors,  and  had  thereby  laid  them  under  a 
3acred  obligation  to  him,  which  no  doubt  they 
would  hasten  to  discharge.  He  added,  that  he  con- 
sidered it  part  of  his  duty  to  make  every  personal 
elfnrt  with  his  clients  to  induce  them  not  to  defer 
any  longer  satisfying  the  just  demands  of  M. 
Tonny;  but  at  the  same  time  he  contended  that  the 
law  did  not  allow  of  children  being  made  pledges 
for  the  debts  of  their  parents.  The  learned  coun- 
sel concluded  by  arguing  that  M.  Tonny  was  bound 
to  give  up  the  children,  and  to  have  recourse  to 
other  methods  for  procuring  the  payment  of  his 
debts.  The  president,  M.  Debelleyrme,  then  ad- 
dressed M.  Tonny,  and  after  declaring  howr  honor- 
able he  considered  his  conduct  to  have  been,  in- 
formed him  that  the  law  did  not  sanction  his  detain- 
ing the  children;  adding  that,  as  the  advocate  of 
the  opposing  parties  did  not  deny  the  justice  of  his 
claims,  he  hoped  those  parties  would  pay  the  sum 
due  to  him.  The  court,  therefore,  decreed  the  res- 
titution of  the  children,  saving  to  M.  Tonny  his 
claim  upon  the  parents. 

Canal  rioters.  We  learn  from  the  Cumber- 
land Civilian  that  twenty-seven  persons,  arrested 
on  the  charge  of  being  implicated  in  the  late  dis- 
turbances which  have  occurred  on  the  line  of  the 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal,  were  examined  at  that 
place  last  week,  by  a court  of  three  magistrates. 
Various  charges,  with  testimony  lo  support  them, 
were  biought  against  the  parties,  and  the  result  of 
the  proceedings  was  as  follows: 

John  Atwell,  John  O’Donnell,  Patrick  Reynolds, 
Hugh  Agan,  James  Ferguson,  Edward  Kelly  and 
Hugh  Murray,  were  charged  with  a riot  on  the  11th 
August  last,  and  also  of  robbery  at  the  same  time 
of  Henry  Knapp  and  others,  on  the  line  of  the  ca- 
nal, and  fully  committed  to  jail  on  both  charges,  to 
await  their  trial  at  the  next  county  court,  on  the 
14th  October.  John  O’Donnell  was  also  commit- 
ted on  a charge  of  committing  an  assault  with  in- 
tent to  kill  Peter  Quigly.  John  Doud  and  Timo- 
thy Manion  were  committed  for  an  assault  with 
intent  to  murder  James  Hughes.  The  evidence 
in  this  case  was  of  the  most  aggravated  character. 
Patrick  Brady  was  committed  for  arson,  the  burn- 
ing of  the  dwelling  house  of  William  Brown  in 
Washington  county,  and  will  be  sent  to  Hagers- 
town for  trial.  Peter  McNally  and  Patrick  Mo- 
ran were  committed  on  a charge  of  attempting  to 
destroy  the  dwelling  house  of  Benjamin  Heiskel; 
John  Sloan,  John  Joice,  Felix  Mallon,  Daniel 
Guignafi  and  John  Kelly,  were  committed  lor  riot; 
James  Murray  for  robbing  Stephen  Stump;  and 
Martin  Horon  and  Timothy  Kelly  for  an  assault 
with  intent  to  murder  Thomas  Maley.  John  Carr 
was  required  to  give  security  in  the  penalty  of 
$1,000  to  keep  the  peace.  Six  or  seven  were  dis- 
charged. 

Banks  in  Mississippi.  One  of  our  exchange 
papers  furnishes  the  following  details  concerning 
the  creation  of  banking  capital  in  Mississippi: 

In  1830  there  was  but  a single  bank  in  Missis- 
sippi, with  the  exception  of  the  branch  bank  of  the 
United  States,  with  a capital  of  $350,000.  During 
the  session  of  the  legislature  that  year,  the  Planters’ 
bank  was  incorporated  with  a capital  of  $3,000,000. 
In  1833  were  incorporated  the  Western  Feliciana 
rail  road  and  banking  company,  capital  $1,000,000; 
the  Vicksburg  rail  road,  capital  $3,000,000;  and  the 
Grand  Gulf  rail  road,  capital  $2,000,000.  In  1836 
the  following  institutions  were  created:  Mississippi 
rail  road,  capital  $8,000,000;  Commercial  bank  of 
Rodney,  $800,000;  Commercial  bank  of  Columbus, 
$1,000,000;  Tombigby  rail  road,  $2,000,000;  Aber- 
deen and  Pontotoc,  $1,000,000;  Commercial  bank 
of  Manchester,  $1,000,000;  Agricutural  bank  of 
Mississippi,  $600,000;  Commercial  bank  of  Nat- 
chez, $3,000,000;  Brandon  bank,  $4,000,000;  form- 
ing an  augmentation  of  banking  capital  of21,400,000 
dollars.  In  1837  were  incorporated  the  Port  Gibson 
bank,  $1,000,000;  Vicksburg  bank,  $3,000,000; 
Vicksburg  water-works,  $500,000;  Northern  bank 
of  Mississippi,  $2,000,000;  Hernando  rail  road, 
$1,000,000;  bank  of  Grenada,  $1,000,000;  bank  of 
Lexington,  $1,000,000;  Benton  and  Manchester 
rail  road,  $1,000,000;  making  an  increase  of 
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$10,500,000.  In  1S38  the  Mammoth  Union  bank 
was  incorporated  with  a capital  of  $15,500,000. 

To  recapitulate: 


Banking  capital  in  1830 

Increase  in  1833 

Do.  in  1836 

Do.  in  1837 

Do.  in  1838 


$3,000,000 

6,000,000 

21.400.000 

10.500.000 

15.500.000 


60,200,000 

Add  to  this  sum  the  capital  of  institutions 
not  chartered,  based  upon  real  estate,  15,000,000 


Total, 


$75,000,000 


Since  general  Jackson  vetoed  the  Bank  of  the  U. 
States,  tiie  local  banks  in  Mississippi  have  multi- 
plied prodigiously,  and  the  banking  capital  has  in- 
creased more  than  sixty  millions.  Those  who  are 
perpetually  declaiming  against  banks  and  banking 
are  the  very  creators  ot  this  superfluous  capital,  and 
governor  McNutt,  who  is  represented  as  the  quin- 
tessence ot  unadulterated  loco  focoism,  voted  in  fa- 
vor of  the  creation  of  the  majority  of  these  banks. 

Large  sale  of  morus  multtcaulis.  The 
great  sale  ot  morus  multicaulis  trees,  the  property 
ot  Mr.  Physick,  took  place  at  the  Highfield  cocoo- 
nery,  Germantown,  on  Wednesday  last  week.  Up- 
wards of  3,000  persons  were  in  attendance.  The 
trees  were  sold  as  they  stood  in  the  ground,  those 
under  12  inches  to  be  rejected.  Owing  to  a thin 
soil  and  close  planting,  the  sizes  of  the  trees  were 
generally  small,  and  the  branches  few;  the  average 
height,  according  to  estimates  made  on  the  ground, 
being  about  2£  leet.  The  purchasers  were  gene- 
rally from  a distance — the  largest  portion  being 
from  Missouri,  Illinois  and  other  western  states. 
The  prices,  it  will  be  seen,  averaged  31  23-100  cts. 
per  tree;  equal  to  124  cts.  per  foot. 

Fifty  rows,  averaging  1,200,  say  60,000 

at  30  cts.  $18,000  00 

Twenty  rows,  averaging  1,000,  say 

20.000,  at  274  cts.  5,500  00 

Ten  rows,  averaging  1,150,  say  11,500, 

at  35  cts.  4,025  00 

Fifty  two  rows,  averaging  1,150,  say 

59,800,  at  374  cts.  22,425  00 

Fifty-five  rows,  averaging  1,150,  say 

63,250,  at  324  cts.  20,556  25 

Thirty  rows,  averaging  1,200,  say 

36.000,  at  25  cts.  " 9,000  00 

One  row,  averaging  1,000,  say,  1,000, 

at  224  cts.  225  00 

Ten  rows,  averaging  850,  say  8,500,  at 

174  cts.  1,487  5( 


No.  of  trees  260,050  at  31  23  100  $81,218  75 

Terms:  $500  and  under,  cash;  $500  to  $1,000, 
cash  5 per  cent,  discount;  $1,000  to  $2,000,  two 
years  credit;  $2,000  to  $4,000,  four  years’ credit; 
over  $4,000,  six  years’ credit.  The  creditpayment 
to  be  secured  by  bond  and  mortgage  on  unincum- 
bered real  estate,  or  other  approved  security,  with 
interest  at  6 per  cent,  payable  half  yearly,  or  a dis- 
count of  5 per  cent,  for  cash  on  all  bill  over  $100. 

GREAT  FIRE  IN  NEW  YORK. 

From  the  New  York  Courier  and  Enquirer. 

Destruction  of  the  National  theatre,  three  churches 
and  several  dwellings.  About  half  past  four  o’clock 
on  Monday  afternoon,  our  citizens  were  alarmed 
by  the  cry  of  fire,  which  we  found  to  be  caused  by 
a dense  smoke  seen  rising  from  the  roof  of  the 
National  theatre,  at  the  corner  of  Leonard  and 
Church  streets.  In  a few  minutes  every  part  of 
that  beautiful  edifice  was  in  flames,  and  so  great 
was  the  heat,  that  the  roof  of  the  African  Methodist 
church,  on  the  opposite  side  of  Leonard  street,  was 
in  a few  minutes  also  one  sheet  of  fire.  This  build- 
ing was  with  its  contents  entirely  consumed. 

On  the  other  side  of  the  theatre,  the  work  of 
destruction  was  also  in  progress.  The  cupola  of 
the  new  French  Episcopal  church  of  Saint  Esprit, 
at  the  corner  of  Franklin  street — the  handsomest 
building  of  its  class  in  America — took  fire,  which 
soon  spread  to  the  wood  work  of  the  interior,  which 
was  also  destroyed.  The  devouring  element  was 
not  yet  stayed  in  its  course.  The  wooden  roof  of 
the  Reformed  Dutch  church  in  Franklin  street  took 
fire,  and  the  entire  building  was  shortly  a scene  of 
destruction.  Such  a sight  as  the  conflagration  at 
this  lime  presented  has,  perhaps,  never  before  been 
witnessed.  A theatre  and  three  large  churches  in 
a blaze  at  the  same  moment,  and  each  not  a stone’s 
throw  distant  from  each  other. 

The  brick  dwelling  house  adjoining  the  theatre, 
No.  47  Leonard  street,  also  took  fire  and  was  com- 
pletely consumed,  and  the  two  adjoining  buildings, 
Nos.  49  and  51,  nearly  destroyed.  On  Leonard 
ptreet,  next  adjoining  the  African  church,  the  dwel- 


ling house  No.  58  was  entirely,  and  a frame  house 
No.  60  partially,  destroyed. 

On  Franklin  street,  besides  the  two  churches 
above  named,  the  three  large  brick  dwelling  houses, 
Nos.  99,  101  and  103,  caught  fire  on  the  roots  and 
cornices,  and  were  slightly  damaged,  though,  from 
the  faithfulness  of  their  construction,  they  were 
saved  from  ruin.  There  were  also  in  the  interior 
of  the  block  a number  of  small  buildings  which 
were  consumed,  and  some  twenty  or  thirty  houses 
in  various  directions  were  more  or  less  injured  by 
their  roofs  taking  fire  from  the  falling  cinders. 

The  National  theatre  was  erected  and  opened 
nine  years  since  as  an  Italian  opera  house,  at  a 
cost  of  $110,000,  the  ground  lot  coasting,  besides, 
$65,000.  At  the  time  of  it3  destruction,  it  was 
the  joint  property  of  Messrs.  Mauran  and  Wash- 
ington Coster.  They  were  insured  in  London  for 
$40,000,  and  in  three  several  offices  in  this  city 
for  an  aggregate  of  $15,000.  The  loss  of  property 
to  Mr.  Wallack,  (the  lessee),  is  very  great,  and  it 
is  more  to  be  regretted  as  he  had  not  a cent  of 
insurance.  [His  wordrobe  alone  was  valued  at 
$10,000,  and  his  total  loss  is  estimated  as  high  as 
$25,000.] 

The  actors,  of  the  company,  too,  have  suffered 
severely,  and  many  of  them  have  lost  their  entire 
stock  of  wardrobe  and  properties.  Of  the  stock  ot 
scenery,  wardrobe,  properties,  ike.  in  the  theatre, 
but  very  few  articles  of  value  were  saved,  except 
the  books  and  papers  in  the  office,  which  were  all 
fortunately  uninjured. 

The  French  church  was,  as  we  have  before  stat- 
ed, one  of  the  most  costly  and  beautiful  edifices  in 
the  United  States.  It  was  commenced  seven  years 
since,  and  has  been  completed  some  two  years. 
It  is  said  to  have  cost  over  $200,000,  was  built  of 
white  marble,  and  supposed  to  be  entirely  fire-proof; 
which,  in  fact,  was  the  case,  if  we  except  some 
wooden  ornaments  about  the  dome,  where  the  fire 
first  caught.  The  works  of  the  splendid  organ 
were  entirely,  and  we  learn,  safely  removed. 

From  the  best  information  we  could  procure,  the 
fire  originated  in  the  gas  room,  which  is  situated 
in  the  northeast  corner  of  the  building,  beneath  the 
stage.  The  gasman,  it  appears,  left  a lighted  can- 
dle in  the  room  in  which  the  gas  was  escaping, 
and  the  door  being  closed,  the  consequence  was, 
that  an  explosion  took  place,  and  the  fire  was  thus 
communicated  to  the  combustible  materials  around. 

The  Journal  of  Commerce,  of  Tuesday  after- 
noon, has  the  following  in  reference  to  the  losses. 

The  fire  yesterday  afternoon  was  more  destruc- 
tive than  any  previous  fire  in  this  city  for  some 
months.  We  have  ascertained  that  insurance  had 
been  effected  in  this  city,  on  the  property  destroy- 
ed, to  at  least  the  following  amounts,  most  or  all  of 


which  will  be  a total  loss. 

On  the  theatre,  in  six  offices,  $27,500 

On  the  Freneh  church  in  four  offices,  23,000 

On  the  Dutch  church,  in  one  office,  8,000 

Lecture  room,  do.  do.  2,500 

On  the  African  church,  in  two  offices,  8,000 

On  a dwelling  house,  1,300 


$70,300 

Another  company  had  $5,000,  but  we  are  unable 
to  say  on  what  building.  Total  insured,  at  least 
$75,300. 

One  informant  says  the  African  church  had  in- 
surance to  the  amount  of  $12,000.  The  greatest 
loss  by  any  one  company  is  $16,750. 

DESTRUCTIVE  FIRE  AT  NATCHEZ. 

We  learn  from  the  Natchez  Free  Trader  of  the 
6th  inst.  that  an  extensive  conflagration  took  place 
in  that  city  on  the  morning  previous.  The  fire  ori- 
ginated in  an  old  stable  on  Cotton  alley,  leading  from 
Pearl  to  Commerce,  streets,  dividing  the  square  east 
and  west,  equally  between  Franklin  and  Main  sts. 

On  the  north  side  of  Cotton  alley,  the  following 
warehouses  were  burned:  beginning  at  Pearl  street, 
1st,  Jacob  Soria  & Co's,  a large  brick  warehouse, 
filled  with  goods  on  commission,  to  which  Mr.  Soria 
had,  but  .two  or  three  days  ago,  removed  all  the 
goods  belonging  to  the  firm  individually,  as  he  was 
clearing  the  rooms  above  his  auction  room  for  a fa- 
mily residence — rough  estimate  of  the  loss  of  pro- 
perty in  his  warerooins,  deposited  there  on  commis- 
sion, and  held  as  an  individual  firm,  from  $25,000 
to  $30,000 — no  insurance. 

The  next  back  warehouse  on  Cotton  alley  that 
was  consumed  was  occupied  by  A.  L.  Gaines  & Co. 
— rough  estimate  $15,000. 

The  next  back  warehouse  on  Colton  alley  that 
burned  was  occupied  by  Cannon  8t  Ayres;  rough 
estimate  of  loss,  $2,500. 

The  next  back  warehouse  above  on  Cotton  alley 
consumed,  belonged  to  Mr.  Lillard,  occupied  by 
James  Wemple — amounting  on  a rough  estimate, 
at  4,000  or  5,000  dollars. 


The  next  back  warehouse  consumed  on  Cotton 
alley  was  Mr.  Newman’s,  firm  of  Caradine  & New- 
man. Here  we  are  sorry  to  say  that  all  the  furni- 
ture belonged  to  the  rev.  Mr.  Bruner,  late  of  the  fe- 
male academy,  was  totally  consumed,  having  been 
stored  in  this  warehouse.  The  loss  of  Messrs.  Ca- 
radine 8c  Newman  was  from  600  to  800  dollars. 

The  next  back  warehouse  above  consumed,  was 
occupied  by  J.  G.  Dickerinan,  whose  loss  was 
chiefly  in  boots  and  shoes,  to  the  amount  of  about 
$5,000 — the  greater  part  of  the  loss  lading  on  con- 
signees. 

Running  down  from  the  stable  on  Cotton  alley  to 
Pearl  street,  the  fire  consumed  the  large  noble  brick 
commission  store  of  Stanton,  Buckner  8c  Co.  with 
the  cotton  shed  attached.  The  loss  of  the  building 
is  10,000;  other  losses  about  5,000  dollars. 

Running  up  Cotton  alley  from  the  stable  to  Com- 
merce street,  the  fire  was  most  destructive;  it  burn- 
ed the  large  house  on  Commerce  street,  belonging  to 
the  Natchez  Insurance  company,  occupied  by  Dr. 
A.  A.  Jones,  Botanic  physician  as  a drug  store,  and 
by  John  R.  Stockman,  as  a store  and  family  resi- 
dence. Dr.  Jones  saved  a few  things,  but  lost  about 
$2,000  worth  of  drugs.  John  R.  Stockman  esq. 
saved  scarcely  any  thing — even  the  most  of  his 
wearing  apparel  and  that  of  his  family  having  been 
consumed,  quite  happy  to  have  escaped  from  the 
devouring  element  with  their  lives.  Mr.  J.  R. 
Stockman’s  loss  cannot  fail  of  being  $10,000  or 
$15,000. 

The  next  store  below,  to  the  north  of  John  R. 
Stockman’s,  was  occupied  by  Cyrus  Marsh,  esq. 

The  next  building  below,  corner  of  Commerce  and 
Franklin  streets,  was  the  large  boardinghouse  own- 
ed and  kept  by  Mrs.  Cornell,  which  was  wholly  con- 
sumed, giving  time,  however,  to  remove  most  of  the 
furniture  and  effects. 

A back  warehouse,  belonging  to  Cyrus  Marsh, 
esq.  of  brick,  fire  proof,  and  filled  with  pork,  stands 
unharmed  in  the  midst  of  the  ruins,  as  an  oasis  in  a 
burning  desert. 

We  have  it  to  say  that  the  various  fire  companies 
(not  forgetting  the  lately  formed  Vulcan  No.  1),  did 
their  duty  nobly  on  this  occasion — in  which  they 
were  aided  by  the  most  eminent  of  our  citizens. — 
Clergymen,  and  gentlemen  from  all  the  learned  pro- 
fessions, labored  in  earnest,  and  few  returned  home 
after  the  flames  were  over,  without  ostensible  certi- 
ficates of  mud,  water,  fire  and  smoke  on  faces,  hands 
and  dress. 


IMPORTS  AND  EXPORTS  OF  SPECIE. 

A late  number  of  the  Commercial  and  Statistical 
Register  contains  tabular  statements  showing  the 
amount  of  specie  imported  into  and  exported  from 
the  United  States  in  the  several  years  from  1821  to 
1838,  both  inclusive.  These  tables  establish  some 
important  facts,  to  which  it  may  be  useful  to  recur 
at  the  present  time. 

It  is  shown  that  the  amount  of  gold  and  silver  im- 
ported into  the  United  States  in  the  eighteen  years, 
from  1821  to  1838,  inclusive,  is  $162,135,952. 

Prior  to  1824,  tliere  was  no  distinction  made  in 
the  custom  house  returns  between  gold  and  silver. 

The  amount  imported  since  1824,  of 

Gold  bullion,  is  $4,611,740 

coin  29,890,146 


Total  gold 

Silver  bullion 
coin 


$34,501,886 


8,230,501 

102,870,933 


Total  silver  $111,101,434 

The  gold  being  in  nearly  the  proportion  of  $1  to 
$34  of  silver. 

Of  the  amount  of  gold  imported  within  the  last 
five  years,  1834  to  1838,  inclusive,  viz:  27,429,927 
dollars,  there  were  received  from 

England  $13,951,193 

France  8,038,986 

Mexico  485,614 


$22,475,792 

Leaving  $4,054,134  from  other  countries,  exclu- 
sive of  5,561,600  received  from  the  mines  in  the 
United  States. 

Ofthe  silver  during  the  same  period, viz:  45,277,573 
dollars,  there  were  received  from 

England  $4,606,937 

France  2,200,000 


$33,746,843 

Leaving  from  the  rest  of  the  world  $11,530,720. 

The  average  annual  importation  of  bullion  and 
coin  for  the  eighteen  years,  is  $9,007,607.  The 
smallest  amount  in  any  one  year  being  $2,958,402 
in  1822,  and  the  largest  $17,123,579  in  1828. 

For  the  last  four  or  five  years,  the  amount  of  im- 
portations has  been  increased  by  the  payment  of 
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claims  on  France,  the  Smithsonian  legacy,  and  pro- 
bably some  portion  of  the  loans  obtained  for  inter- 
nal improvements  in  England,  and  the  Neapolitan 
claim,  all  of  which  have  tended  to  make  the  aver- 
age, above  stated,  greater  than  probably  it  will  be 
in  the  ordinary  business  of  the  3ame  number  of  suc- 
ceeding years. 

The  amount  of  gold  and  silver  exported  from  1821 
to  1838,  is  $110,578,796. 

Of  which  there  was  in  gold  bullion 
and  coin  $9,952,460 

Silver  bullion  and  coin  90,271,132 

American  gold  and  silver  coins  10,355,204 


$110,578,796 

The  annual  average  amount  of  export  being 
6,143,266  dollars. 

In  five  years  from  1834  to  1838  inclusive,  there 
were  exported  of  gold  and  silver,  to 
England  $2,524,242 

France  2,615,608 

We  then  have  the  following  result: 

Imports  of  foreign  gold  and  silver  $162,135,952 
American  gold  from  U.  S.  mines  5,561,600 


Total  receipts  of  gold  and  silver  $167,697,552 
Exports  of  gold  and  silver  110,578,796 


Leaving  a balance  of  $57,118,756 

remaining  in  the  country. 

So  that,  notwithstanding  great  alarm  i3  excited  by 
the  shipment  of  a million  or  so  of  specie,  it  appears 
from  the  tables  and  the  preceding  statement,  since 
1821  there  has  been  an  actual  gain  of  specie  of 
$57,118,756.  That  the  exportation  from  being,  in 
each  of  the  years  1821  and  1822  ten  millions,  is 
now  reduced  to  three  or  four  millions  per  annum — 
while  at  the  same  time,  the  amount  of  imports  has 
greatly  increased;  and  from  1825,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  1828  and  1831,  (when  together  the  exports 
exceeded  the  imports  about  two  and  a half  millions), 
there  has  been  an  annual  average  gain  of  upwards  of 
five  millions,  and  in  1838  of  upwards  of  fourteen 
millions. 

We  have  no  accurate  means  (continues  the  Re- 
gister) of  ascertaining  the  specie  capital  in  the 
United  States.  From  a general  statement  of  the 
condition  of  all  the  banks  in  the  United  States, 
made  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  from  their 
returns  nearest  to  January  1,  1837,  just  previous  to 
the  suspension  of  specie  payment,  it  appears  the 
specie  on  hand  at  that  time  in  all  the  786  banks  and 
branches  was  $37,915,340 

To  which  add  the  excess  of  imports 
over  exports  of  specie  in  1837  and 
1838,  ' 18,779,235 

And  also  the  receipts  at  the  mint.  717,100 

Which  makes  an  actual  amount 
known  to  be  in  the  country  at  that 
time,  if  the  returns  are  correct  of  $57,411,675 

The  rest  must  be  a matter  of  opinion,  and  it  is 
surprising  how  persons  differ  respecting  it. 

It  would  probably  be  an  extravagant  estimate  to 
fix  the  amount  in  the  pockets  and  houses  of  the 
people  at  that  time  to  be  as  great  as  in  the  banks, 
which  would  be  an  average  of  about  2J  dollars 
to  each  individual  in  a supposed  population  of 
17,000,000;  but  say  30,000,000  in  the  possession  of 
of  the  people,  which  would  give  a specie  basis  of 
upwards  of  87,000,000, 

A report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  of  the 
condition  of  the  banks,  from  reports  nearest  to  Jan. 
1st,  1839,  exhibits  an  improvement  in  the  amount 
specie  over  1837.  639  banks  and  branches  show  on 
1st  January,  1839,  $39,470,063  specie,  whereas  in 
1837,  788  banks  and  branches  possessed  only 
$37,915,340. 

The  following  statement  will  show  thei  r condi- 
tion at  different  periods,  before  and  since  the  sus- 
pension nearest  to  the  dates: 

Circulation.  Specie.  SPef/° 

If  Br.  circulation. 

Jan.  1, 1837.  788  147,185,890  37,915,340  1 to  3,93 
May  “ 521  92.332,167  21,472,367  1 to  4,30 

*650  106,071,211  26,575,082  1 to  3,98 
May  1838,  635  97,379,980  37,209,391  1 to  2,61 

Jan.  1,  1839  639  100,670,640  39,470,063  1 to  2,55 
The  preceding  statement  of  imports  and  exports 
embraces  only  the  specie  which  comes  under  the 
notice  of  the  custom  house,  and  does  not  include 
that  which  is  in  the  personal  possession  of  emi- 
grants, arriving  in  or  departing  from  the  United 
States.  It  is  believed  that  a much  larger  amount 
is  brought  into,  than  is  removed  from  the  country 
by  them,  as  the  emigrants  who  leave  the  United 
States  are  but  few  compared  with  those  who  arrive, 
many  of  whom  bring  large  sums  to  invest  in  lands, 
and  Americans  and  others  who  visit  foreign  coun- 


tries are  presumed  to  be  furnished  with  credits  or 
bills  of  exchange.  {Balt.  American. 

VAST  ESTATE  AND  WONDROUS  STORY. 

From  the  Cincinnati  Gazette  of  September  18. 

The  public  have  no  doubt  observed  that  general 
Gaines  not  long  since,  married  a second  wife.  It 
has  not  been  generally  stated  that  he  has  a prospect 
of  obtaining,  in  her  right,  an  estate  estimated  at 
twelve  millions  of  dollars!! 

Mrs.  Gaines  claims  to  be  the  legitimate  daughter 
of  the  late  Daniel  Clark.  Mr.  Clark  settled  in  New 
Orleans,  under  the  domain  of  Spain,  and  became  an 
extensive  merchant  and  speculator,  besides  distin- 
guishing himself  as  a politician.  He  died  in  1813, 
and  Mr.  Relt,  of  the  mercantile  firm  of  Clark  and 
Relf,  of  New  Orleans,  took  immediate  possession 
of  hi3  immense  estates,  under  a will  executed  in 
1811.  From  that  period  to  the  present,  Mr.  Relt 
has  controled,  conducted  and  disposed  of  Mr. 
Clark’s  estates,  without  accountability  to  any  one. 
Mrs.  Gaines  clames  as  Mr.  Clark’s  daughter.  Her 
story  is  a romantic  one. 

In  1802  or  1803,  Mr.  Clark  married  in  New  Or- 
leans, a lady,  separated  from  her  husband.  This 
separation  had  taken  place  in  consequence  of  proofs 
that  he  had  a previous  living  wife — but  before  these 
proofs  were  effectively  obtained.  Upon  this  ac- 
count the  marriage  was  kept  private.  Mrs.  Gaines 
was  born  of  this  marriage,  and  named  Myra.  Dis- 
agreements arose  between  Mr.  Clark  and  his  wife 
which  resulted  in  a final  separation,  in  the  year 
1S07,  no  public  acknowledgment  of  the  marriage 
having  taken  place.  The  lady  in  the  persuasion 
that  her  marriage  with  Clark  was  an  illegal  one, 
from  his  refusing  her  a public  acknowledgment,  in- 
termarried with  a gentleman  of  Philadelphia,  who 
took  her  to  France  where  they  resided  many  years. 
He  is  now  dead,  and  his  widow,  claiming  to  have 
been  once  the  wife  of  Daniel  Clark,  is  living,  and 
resides  at  Natchitoches. 

In  1813,  it  is  alleged,  that  Daniel  Clark  made  a 
new  will,  written  complete  in  his  own  handwriting, 
by  which  he  recognised  the  legitimacy  of  his  daugh- 
ter, and  devised  his  immense  property  to  her. 

[n  1832,  Myra  Clark  became  the  wife  of  Wm. 
W.  Whitney.  She  had  been  brought  up  by  a Mr. 
Davis,  in  total  ignorance  of  her  parents  and  of  her 
alleged  rights.  After  the  marriage  of  Whitney,  in 
examining  some  old  papers  he  first  obtained  an  in- 
timation of  his  wife’s  parentage,  and  claims.  He 
commenced  an  investigation  which  has  led  to  the 
full  proof,  as  it  is  said,  of  all  the  facts  here  stated. 
In  the  hands  of  general  Gaines,  no  doubt,  every  ef- 
fort will  be  made  to  elicit  all  the  facts,  and  to  se- 
cure for  his  wife  the  paternal  heritage  that  has 
been  wrested  from  her. 

“The  following  is  a schedule  of  a portion  of  Mr. 


Clark’s  estate  at  his  death: 

A cotton  estate  and  lands  inherited  from 

his  uncle,  colonel  Clark,  $200,000 

Two  cotton  plantations  devised  to  him  in 
1812,  by  Mr.  Wilkins  with  100  negroes 
on  each  of  them,  200,000 

Debts  due  from  Wade  Hampton  for  Ha- 
vana Point  sugar  plantation,  300,000 

The  Maison  Rouge  grant,  2,000,000 

Lands  purchased  of  Louis  Bouligny  lying 

in  Washita,  10,000 

Sugar  plantation  on  Mississippi,  15  miles 
above  New  Orleans,  120,000 

Two  cotton  plantations  on  Mississippi  60 

miles  above  New  Orleans,  60,000 

Lands  bought  of  W.  Simpson,  on  Missis- 
sippi river,  80  miles  above  New  Orleans,  20,000 
Lots  in  New  Orleans  bought  in  1812  of 
judge  Pitot  80,000 

A square  bounded  by  Grovier  street  in 
New  Orleans,  bought  in  1813,  80,000 

Lands  on  Bayou  Teche,  30,000 

“ on  Bayou  Latouche,  30,000 

“ on  Aux  de  Plaquemine,  10,000 

Ten  thousand  acres  of  cotton  land  on  Ba- 
you Doeuf,  500,000 

Seven  thousand  acres  of  land  on  Nezpique 
river,  50,000 

110.000  acres  of  land  on  Amitie  and  Coue- 

tie  rivers,  and  East  Baton  Rouge,  1,000,000 

80.000  acres  of  Cyprus  swamp,  near  Ou- 

cheta  river,  29,000 

Three  lots  on  Gentilly  road  three  miles 

from  New  Orleans,  20,000 

Debt  due  from  Chew  and  Relf  to  Mr.  Clark 

at  his  death,  100,000 

List  of  debts  due  to  Mr.  Clark,  filed  by 

Chew  and  Relf,  120,000 

Do  do  98,000 

Debts  (mortgages)  released  and  discharged 

by  Chew  and  Relf,  80,000 


*A  more  complete  return 


$5,137,000 


Mr.  Clark  also  owned  one-half  of  20,000  acres  of 
land  at  Terre  Boeuf,  in  conjunction  with  the  Che- 
valier de  la  Croix,  and  possessed,  besides,  various 
valuable  tracts  of  land  in  Mississippi  and  Missouri. 

Relf  has  disposed  of  Mr.  Clark’s  properly  to  the 
following  amount,  so  far  as  ascertained: 

Sugar  plantation  sold  in  1813,  15  miles 
above  New  Orleans,  $120,000 

Seventy  or  seventy-five  negroes  sold  to  de 
la  Croix,  60,000 

Maison  Rouge  lands  sold  to  Cox  in  1819,  100,000 
Fifty  thousand  acres  of  land  in  Ametie 

and  Couetie  rivers,  sold  to  Cox  in  1819,  60,000 

Twelve  hundred  acres  on  Bayou  Teche, 


sold  to  Cox  in  1819,  8,650 

Chew  and  Relf  owed  Mr.  Clark  at  least  100,000 
Collected  of  Mr.  Clark’s  debts,  438,000 

Land  sold  to  N.  Girod  in  1820,  or  21,  29,000 

Three  of  the  lots  bought  of  judge  Pitot, 
sold  in  1820,  or  21,  12,000 

Three  lots  on  Gentility  road  sold  for  8,000 

One  hundred  and  thirty  negroes,  sold  in 
various  sales  in  1813,  80,000 

Lands  on  Bayou  Boeuf,  in  1813,  20,000 

1814,  receipts  for  purchase  of  place  on 
Metain  road,  sold  in  1812  by  Clark,  15,000 

“ 22d  of  March,  mortgage  debt  sold  by 

Relf,  16,000 

June,  1814,  and  May,  1817,  received  pur- 
chase moneys  for  place  sold  by  Clark  in 
1807,  2S4.132 

Received  of  Johnson,  2,400 

“ D.  Porter,  1,500 


$1,351,672 

Relf  also  sold: 

In  1814,  one-fourth  of  Maison  Rouge  grant, 

In  1821,  7,000  acres  of  Nezpique  river, 

In  1829,  lands  on  Bayou  Boeuf. 

Oct.  30,  1821,  220  acres  lying  between  Faubourg, 
St.  John  and  Canal  Carondelet, 

In  1S17  a sale  to  B.  Lasson.” 

Daniel  Clark  was  a native  of  Sligo,  in  Ireland, 
and  came  to  New  Orleans  upon  the  invitation  of  a 
bachelor  uncle,  who  made  him  his  heir.  He  filled 
a large  space  in  the  politics  of  the  country,  and 
gave  information  that  fully  confirmed  the  Kentucky 
Spanish  conspiracy,  and  fastened  upon  general 
Wilkinson  a corrupt  participation  in  it.  And  now 
ask  the  question — Who  was  Daniel  Clark? — and  all 
but  a comparative  few  would  confess  their  ignor- 
ance! 


ENGLISH  AFFAIRS. 

Correspondence  of  the  N.  Y.  Commercial  Advertiser. 

London,  Avgust  6,  1839. 

The  weather,  state  of  the  crops,  c§-c. — I have  just 
returned  from  a tour  of  the  southern  counties,  and 
it  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  I am 
enabled,  from  actual  observation,  to  speak  of  the 
prospect  of  the  wheat  harvest  in  the  counties  of  De- 
von, Somerset,  Wiltshire,  Gloucester,  Worcester, 
Warwick,  and  Lancashire,  and  parts  of  Stafford  and 
Shropshire.  Also,  on  my  way  yesterday  and  to-day 
through  Hampshire,  Surrey  and  Middlesex.  In  all 
the  countries  above  named  the  harvest  has  commenc- 
ed, with  the  exception  of  Warwick,  Lancashire  and 
Staffordshire,  and  with  a prospect  of  an  abundant 
yield.  I have  had  an  opportunity  of  conversing 
with  many  large  farmers,  whom  I found  all  ready 
to  admit  that,  since  the  first  of  this  month,  the  pros- 
pects are  most  flattering  for  the  grain,  particularly 
wheat  and  oats. 

The  severe  rain  previous  to  the  1st  has  done  great 
injury  to  the  hay,  and  very  much  in  the  midland 
and  northern  countries  will  be  destroyed.  I passed 
through  sections  of  country  overflowed  for  miles  in 
the  same  manner  that  we  have  seen  meadows  on 
the  Connecticut;  and  I have  seen  hundreds  of  tons 
of  fine  hay  submerged,  with  carts  loaded,  just  dis- 
coverable above  the  waters.  In  the  northern  coun- 
ties, to  wit:  parts  of  Stafford,  Warwick,  Leicester, 
Yorkshire  and  Durham,  a good  deal  of  injury  wa3 
done  to  the  wheat.  The  harvest  had  been  protract- 
ed, but  in  that  section  it  is  some  two  or  three  weeks 
later  than  in  the  southern  counties,  and  no  correct 
estimate  can  be  made  yet.  Still,  I am  inclined  to 
think  that,  if  the  present  delightful  weather  con- 
tinues, I shall  be  able  to  make  a good  report  of  the 
country  generally.  In  the  present  feverish  state  of 
affairs,  it  will  be  most  deplorable  should  there  be  a 
short  crop. 

The  imperial  parliament. — The  house  had  under 
consideration  last  evening  the  supply  bill.  Lord 
Morpeth  moved  a grant  of  £50,000  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  education  in  Ireland,  which  was 
agreed  to.  The  following  items  of  the  bill  passed 
in  committee: 
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Education  in  Iceland  £50,000 

Foundling  hospital,  Dublin  10,000 

House  of  industry  20,000 

Hospitals  11,000 

Royal  society  5,300 

Public  works,  Ireland  30,000 

Chief  secretary  and  his  expenses  22,328 

Other  expenses  of  office  10,000 

Non-comforming  dissenting  ministers  31,661 

Criminal  prosecutions  60,000 

Police,  Dublin  33,963 

Reporting  on  best  plan  for  rail  roads  7,000 

Secret  service  39,000 

Stationery  and  printing  for  the  United  King- 
dom and  her  colonies  20S,517 

Convict  service  302,000 

Supporting  captured  negroes  25,000 

Criminal  prosecutions  80,000 

Polish  refugees  15,000 

Compensation  for  the  confiscation  of  mer- 
chandise by  the  Danes  in  1807  87,481 

Stearn  communication  with  India  by  the 
Red  Sea  50,000 

Stipendiary  magistrates  in  the  West  Indies  58,700 
A model  prison  55,000 

Half-pay  officers  213,775 

Superannuation  54,000 

Erection  of  barracks  39,000 

Troops  in  Canada  1,000,000 

Disembodied  militia  176,937 

From  the  London  Times. 


It  is  now  understood  that  some  arrangements  be- 
tween the  Bank  of  England  and  the  Paris  capita- 
lists is  made,  by  which  the  former  will  obtain  the 
power  of  drawing  on  that  capital  to  the  amount 
of  £2,000,000,  or,  as  some  accounts  state,  of 
£4,000,000.  Under  what  sort  of  guaranty  or  on 
what  security  this  is  to  be  effected,  does  not  clear- 
ly appear,  nor  is  that,  if  the  parties  themselves  are 
satisfied,  a very  material  feature  of  the  question. 
The  really  important  view  of  it  is,  that  the  bank 
should  have  lowered  its  character  with  us  and 
with  foreign  countries,  by  being  driven  to  this 
course,  and  that  it  should  also,  as  a natural  con- 
sequence, be  driven  into  the  exchange  market  so 
largely  as  a dealer,  and  thus  embarrass  all  the  com- 
mercial operations  of  the  country.  The  fluctua- 
tions there  are  as  much  a matter  of  calculation  on 
the  part  of  the  merchant,  as  those  which  take  place 
in  cotton,  silk  or  any  other  commodity,  and  he  is 
as  much  interfered  with  and  put  out  of  his  natural 
course  by  the  bank,  as  if  it  became  an  actual  ex- 
porter or  traffieer  in  goods. 

The  knowledge  to  a merchant  that  the  bank  pos- 
sesses this  large  option  of  drawing  bills,  is  the  same 
as  that  of  an  enormous  stock  of  goods  held  by  a 
capitalist  so  powerful  as  to  be  able  to  hold  or  dis- 
pose of  them  at  pleasure,  and  paralyzes  all  opera- 
tions by  inferior  men,  until  it  is  seen  what  course 
is  taken  with  them.  With  its  new  arrangement, 
the  bank  may  either  do  all,  or  part,  or  nothing,  and, 
being  to  be  governed  by  the  course  of  events,  must 
be  in  total  uncertainty  itself  on  the  subject.  What, 
then,  must  be  the  situation  of  the  merchant  who  is 
looking  on?  and  how  can  he  make  the  usual  calcu- 
lations by  which  all  commercial  transactions  are 
governed?  It  is  not  exaggeration  to  say,  that  there 
is  scarcely  an  individual  in  the  city,  beyond  the  in- 
fluence of  the  bank-parlor,  who  does  not  regard  this 
affair  as  alike  humiliating  and  mischievous  to  the 
country. 

But,  putting  these  considerations  aside,  the  ex- 
periment is  not  to  be  viewed  by  any  means  as  a safe 
one,  and  certain  of  attaining  its  object,  while  it  is 
quite  certain  that  it  must  be  an  expensive  one,  and 
attend  with  great  loss  to  the  hank.  The  houses  by 
whom  the  bills  are  drawn  here,  as  well  as  the  ac- 
ceptors and  negotiators  in  Paris,  must  have  a good 
commission,  and  then  there  is  the  interest  of 
the  money  to  be  advanced,  with  the  redrawings 
which  are  to  take  place  when  the  crisis  is  over,  and 
the  funds  are  to  be  remitted  back  to  this  country. 
If  the  balance  of  trade  shall  prove  to  be  decidedly 
against  us,  it  is  not  the  two  or  thefour  millions  thus 
placed  at  disposal  which  can  turn  it;  and  what  then 
will  be  the  position  of  the  bank?  It  must  be  recol- 
lected that  it  is  not  the  Paris  exchange  alone,  but 
all  the  continental  exchanges,  that  must  be  turned 
before  it  will  be  safe,  as  one  acls  upon  another  until 
they  obtain  the  same  level.  The  effect  of  the  ex- 
periment, however,  still  remains  to  be  seen,  and  it 
need  not  be  remarked  that  its  progress  will  not  be 
very  anxiously  watched  by  the  wfiole  of  the  trading 
interest. 

From  the  Morning  Chronicle. 

We  were  in  some  degree  prepared  for  this  an- 
nouncement; for,  throughout  the  morning,  some  of 
the  leading  private  bankers,  who  had  probably  re- 
ceived a hint,  refused  to  discount  any  kind  of  pa- 
per, even  the  most  approved,  under  six  percent. 


from  which  it  is  pretty  evident  that  they  had  reason 
to  expect  or  apprehend  some  further  restrictive 
movements  on  the  part  of  the  Band  of  England. — 
Since  the  rate  at  the  Bank  of  England  has  been  5^ 
per  cent,  the  price  in  Lombard  street  has  been 
from  6 to  7,  with  a commission,  moreover,  in  some 
instances,  of  $ per  cent,  which  is  equal  to  an  ad- 
ditional one  per  cent,  per  annum,  and,  of  course, 
the  charges  for  money  will  now  be  raised  in  pro- 
portion to  the  advance  of  the  Bank  of  England. — 
Here  we  only  allude  to  first  rate  paper,  for  as  much 
as  2 per  cent,  commission,  or  an  additional  8 per 
cent,  per  annum,  has  been  given  upon  inferior  bills. 

How  long  are  the  public  to  be  at  the  mercy  of  a 
corporation  which,  when  it  suits  their  purpose,  en- 
courage speculation  in  every  article  to  an  extrava- 
gant degree,  when  they  ought  rather  to  make  money 
scarce,  and  then  as  suddenly  adopt  restrictive  mea- 
sures when  they  have  lured  people  out  of  theirdepth? 

It  now  appears  generally  understood  that  the 
Bank  of  England  has  come  to  an  understanding 
with  the  Bank  of  France,  with  a view  to  improving 
the  state  of  the  exchanges,  and  preventing  the  ex- 
portation of  bullion  from  this  country;  and  from 
what  we  can  learn,  the  details  given  by  the  Journal 
des  Debats  furnish  the  most  correct  information. — 
Four  firms  in  London  are  commissioned  to  draw, 
and  no  less  than  twelve  houses  in  Paris  have  ar- 
ranged to  accept  the  bills,  which  we  understand 
will  only  be  drawn  when  there  is  a great  demand 
for  bills,  and  at  a price  just  sufficient  to  prevent  the 
transmission  of  bullion  being  considered  more  de- 
sirable, the  object  being,  it  would  appear,  rather  to 
prevent  any  further  exportation  of  gold  than  with 
a view  of  bringing  back  specie  too  hastily,  leaving 
the  return  of  the  great  bulk  to  the  natural  effect  of 
the  exchanges,  resulting  from  a good  harvest  and 
average  export  trade.  Had  this  plan  been  adopted 
long  since,  when  we  first  recommended  it,  the  de- 
sired object  of  the  directors  would  not  only  have 
been  obtained,  but  much,  if  not  the  whole  of  the 
inconvenience  and  annoyance  which  the  whole 
country  has  experienced  lately  from  the  inefficient 
plans  of  the  bank  would  have  been  prevented,  and 
a brisk  export  trade  would  be  going  on;  for  there 
are,  no  doubt,  the  elements  for  creating  it  at  hand. 
The  amount  of  orders  from  the  continent  being 
very  large,  of  course  they  have  not  been  carried 
into  effect  under  such  an  uncertain  state  of  things 
as  has  existed  lately,  and  while  there  was  a chance 
of  purchasing  at  a great  reduction  of  prices. 

From  the  Morning  Herald. 

We  have  maintained  for  some  time  that  the  Bank 
of  England  must  do  something  to  help  themselves. 
This  afternoon  the  directors  have  determined  upon 
raising  the  rate  of  interest  to  six  per  cent,  upon 
bills  and  notes.  Of  the  policy  of  this  measure  we 
do  not  express  an  opinion;  we  have  only  to  state 
that  money  continues  much  in  request,  and  that, 
though  the  announcement  appeared  at  a very  late 
hour — namely,  five  minutes  to  four  P.  M. — the  an- 
ticipation of  it  was  felt  thi  oughout  the  day,  and  had 
the  effect  of  causing  consols  to  fall  one-eighth  per 
cent,  for  the  account,  no  money  transactions  having 
taken  place  after  the  intention  of  the  bank  became 
known. 

By  the  actual  returns  which  have  been  received 
by  us  to-day,  it  appear  that,  during  the  period  em- 
bracing the  25th  and  31st  of  July,  silver  coin  has 
been  exported  to  the  amount  of  265,260  ounces, 
and  in  bars  22,353  ounces;  gold  eoin  2,280  ounces, 
and  in  bars  2,390.  The  major  portion  has  been 
sent  to  China  and  the  colonies. 

In  the  British  funds  there  has  not  been  much 
business,  and  the  announcement  that  the  Bank  of 
England  direction  had  determined  to  raise  the  rate 
of  interest  to  six  per  cent,  caused  a declination  in 
consols  of  one-eighth  per  cent.  In  other  respects 
the  market  has  not  materially  altered. 

From  the  Sun. 

No  doubt  the  above  measure,  taken  on  the  part 
of  the  bank  directors,  was  in  consequence  of  the 
precious  metals  being  still  exported.  It  will  also 
have  an  effect  on  the  cotton  market  at  Liverpool, 
causing  the  prices  to  recede.  We  apprehend  the 
most  weight  it  will  have  will  be  in  the  United 
States,  on  which  subject  there  are  various  opinions. 
The  well  informed  on  the  affairs  of  the  United 
States  express  their  opinion  that  the  increased  rate 
of  discounts  to  six  per  cent,  will  not  cause  there  a 
more  serious  evil  in  the  money  market,  than  on 
their  hearing  of  the  increase  to  five  and  a half  per 
cent.;  for,  before  the  above  notice  can  arrive  out, 
the  panic  and  mischief,  to  its  full  extent,  is  expect- 
ed to  have  taken  place. 

THE  LATE  COMMODORE  PATTERSON. 

From  the  Louisianian. 

Commodore  Daniel  T.  Patterson  was  in  the  naval 
service  about  forty  years,  and  was  a midshipman  in 
the  Philadelphia  fiigate  when  she  was  lost  on  the 


Tripolitan  coast  in  the  year  1803.  With  her  officers 
and  crew  he  endured  the  evils  of  captivity  in  the 
capital  of  that  barbarous  country  for  about  two  years. 
At  the  conclusion  of  that  war  he  was  ordered  to 
New  Orleans  with  a naval  force  under  commodore 
Porter,  destined  to  co-operate  with  the  army  for 
the  protection  of  that  capital  against  the  designs  of 
Aaron  Burr,  who  was  suspected  of  being  engaged  in 
a plot  to  dismember  the  union. 

At  the  epoch  of  the  invasion  of  Louisiana  by  the 
English  in  1814,  the  naval  forces  on  this  station 
were  under  the  command  of  commodore  Patterson, 
and  he  greatly  distinguished  himself  by  his  zeal, 
his  courage,  and  the  efficiency  with  which  he  aided 
the  commander-in-chief  in  his  plans  for  the  defence 
of  the  country.  In  the  memorable  night  attack  on 
the  English  camp  on  the  23d  December,  1814,  the 
commodore  commanded  in  person  the  schooner 
Carolina,  which  vessel  having  dropped  down  the  ri- 
ver to  the  point  of  attack  in  the  dusk  of  the  evening, 
the  enemy,  not  aware  of  her  character,  hailed  her  re- 
peatedly without  receiving  an  answer.  When  she  had 
obtained  her  proper  position,  the  voice  of  Patterson 
was  distinctly  heard  from  the  shore,  shouting  to  his 
crew — “give  them  this  for  the  honor  of  America!”  A 
close  and  terrible  fire  of  canister  shot  followed, 
which  scattered  the  enemy  in  all  directions.  They 
rallied,  however,  and,  without  being  able  to  return 
the  schooner’s  fire  they  sheltered  themselves  as 
well  as  they  could  behind  the  levee,  where  they 
lay  till  they  were  again  disturbed  by  the  advance 
of  our  troops.  The  schooner  then  ceased  firing. 

Four  days  afterwards  commodore  Patterson  was 
abreast  of  the  lines  in  the  ship  Louisiana,  which 
had  been  purchased  into  the  service,  and  manned 
with  seamen  impressed  in  the  streets  of  New  Or- 
leans, and  when  the  British  army  advanced  to  the 
attack  of  our  lines,  she  opened  a terrible  fire  upon 
the  columns  and  materially  aided  in  repulsing  them. 

After  this  abortive  attempt  to  carry  the  lines,  the 
seamen  with  their  officers  were  placed  at  the  batte- 
ries on  shore.  On  the  8th  of  January,  when  the 
final  attack  was  made,  commodore  Patterson  had 
command  of  a few  heavy  guns  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  river,  which  were  intended  to  play  upon  the 
enemy’s  columns  whilst  marching  to  the  assault, 
which  every  one  knew  they  threatened  to  make  on 
that  day.  A strong  detachment  of  British  troops 
was  transported  across  the  Mississippi  in  boats,  and 
having  routed  the  feeble  band  of  militia  under  ge- 
neral David  M.  Morgan,  stationed  there  for  the 
defence  of  the  battery,  commodore  Patterson,  hav- 
ing used  the  utmost  exertions  in  vain  to  arrest  the 
flight  of  the  fugitives,  was  obliged  to  spike  his  guns 
and  retire  to  this  side  of  the  river  in  order  to  pre- 
serve himself  and  his  men  from  being  made  prison- 
ers. The  assault  on  the  lines  of  general  Jackson 
being  repulsed  in  a most  signal  manner,  the  British 
evacuated  their  new  position  on  the  opposite  bank 
the  same  night,  and  commodore  Patterson  resumed 
his  station  the  next  morning,  and  continued  to  an- 
noy the  British  camp  with  an  incessant  fire  of  his 
heavy  guns  till  the  end  of  the  campaign.  In  pub- 
lic orders  and  private  correspondence,  general  Jack- 
son  bestowed  upon  his  friend,  the  commodore,  the 
warmest  praise  for  the  zeal,  activity  and  ability 
with  which  he  had  acted  during  that  trying  period. 
Since  the  peace,  commodore  Patterson  has  com- 
manded American  squadrons  in  various  parts  of  the 
globe,  and  always  kept  up  the  efficiency  of  the  an- 
cient discipline  and  maintained  with  jealous  exacti- 
tude the  honor  of  the  service.  His  original  educa- 
tion had  been  of  the  kind  best  adapted  to  the  voca- 
tion for  which  he  was  intended,  and  in  after  years 
he  carefully  improved  his  mind  by  study  and  obser- 
vation. Like  all  men  who  pass  their  lives  in  the 
stirring  scenes  of  the  naval  service,  he  was  lull  of 
information  and  anecdote,  which  he  knew  how  to 
detail  with  tact  and  propriety.  He  was  of  a most 
amiable  character  in  private  life,  and  has  left  a 
widow  (sister  to  Carlile  Pollock,  esq.,  of  New  Or- 
leans) and  a numerous  family  of  children  to  deplore 
his  loss. 

Commodore  P.  was  a native  of  Long  Island,  and 
at  his  death  was  about  58  years  of  age. 

ALCOHOLIC  STRENGTH  OF  WINES. 

We  extract  from  the  last  number  of  the  Edin- 
burgh New  Philosophical  Journal  the  following  brief 
and  interesting  paper  by  Dr.  Christison,  upon  the 
alcoholic  strength  of  wines.  Having  heretofore 
published  matter  on  this  subject,  by  other  hands,  we 
conceive  that  the  statements  of  this  writer,  based 
upon  very  careful  experiments  and  differing  from 
the  former,  are  worthy  of  examination. 

[Nat.  Gaz. 

Various  accounts  have  been  given  of  the  alcoholic 
strength  of  wines  by  Mr.  Brande,  Julia  Fontenelle 
and  others.  The  author  has  been  engaged  for  some 
time  in  experiments  for  determining  the  proportion 
of  alcohol  contained  in  various  wines  of  commerce, 


72 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— SEPT.  28,  1839— MISSOURI  AND  IOWA. 


and  also  the  circumstances  which  occasion  a variety 
in  this  respect.  The  present  paper  is  an  interim 
notice  of  the  results. 

The  method  of  analysis  consisted  in  the  mode  by 
distillation,  which  was  applied  with  such  contrivan- 
ces for  accuracy  that  nearly  the  whole  spirit  and 
water  were  distilled  over  without  a trace  of  empy- 
reutna,  and  without  the  loss  of  more  than  between  2 
and  6 grains  in  2,000.  From  the  quantity  and  den- 
sity of  the  spirit,  the  weight  of  absolute  alcohol  of 
the  density  793.9,  as  well  as  the  volume  of  proof  spi- 
rit ot  the  density  920,  was  calculated  from  the  tables 
of  Richter  founded  on  those  of  Gilpin. 

The  author  has  been  led  to  the  general  conclu- 
sion that  the  alcoholic  strength  of  many  wines  has 
been  overrated  by  some  experimentalists,  and  gives 
the  following  table  as  the  result  of  the  investigations 
he  has  hitherto  conducted.  The  first  column  gives 
the  per  centage  of  absolute  alcohol  by  weight  in  the 
wine;  the  second  the  per  centage  of  proof  spirit  by 
volume. 


Ale.  p.  c.  P.  sp.  p.  c. 
by  weight,  by  volume. 


Port — weakest, 

14.97 

30.56 

Mean  of  7 wines, 

16.20 

33.91 

Strongest, 

17.10 

37.27 

White  port, 

14.97 

31.31 

Sherry— weakest, 

Mean  of  13  wines,  excluding  those 

13.98 

30.84 

very  long  kept  in  cask, 

15.37 

33.59 

Sherry — strongest, 

Mean  of  9 wines  very  long  kept 

16.17 

35.12 

in  casks  in  the  East  Indies, 

14  72 

32.30 

Madre  de  Xeres, 

16.90 

37.06 

. ( I0??-”1  ^ strongest, 

14.01 

30.80 

Madeira,  < cask  in  E A wealfegt 
( Indies,  i 

16.90 

36.81 

Teneriffe,  long  in  cask  at  Calcutta,  13.84 

30  21 

Cercial, 

15.45 

33.65 

Dry  Lisbon, 

16.14 

34.71 

Shiraz, 

12.95 

28.30 

Amontillado, 

12.63 

27.60 

Claret,  afirst  growth  of  1811, 
Chateau-Latour,  first  growth. 

7.72 

16  95 

1825, 

7.78 

17.06 

Roscan,  second  growth,  1825, 
Ordinary  claret,  a superior  “vin 

7 61 

16.74 

ordinaire,” 

8.99 

18.96 

Rives  Altes, 

9.31 

22.35 

Malmsey, 

12.86 

28.37 

Rudesheimer,  superior  qualify. 

8.40 

18.44 

Rudesheimer,  inferior  quality. 

6.90 

15.19 

Hambacher,  superior  quality, 
Giles’  Edinburgh  ale,  before 

7.35 

16.15 

bottling, 

5.70 

12.60 

The  same  ale,  two  years  in  bottle. 
Superior  London  porter,  4 months 

, 6.06 

13.40 

bottled, 

536 

11.91 

In  addition  to  certain  obvious  general  conclusions 
which  may  be  drawn  from  this  table,  the  author 
stated,  as  the  result  of  his  experiments,  that  the  al- 
coholic strength  of  various  samples  of  the  same 
kind  bears  no  relation  whatever  to  their  commercial 
value,  and  is  often  very  different  from  what  would 
be  indicated  by  the  taste  even  of  an  experienced 
wine-taster. 

Some  observations  were  next  made  on  the  effect 
produced  on  the  alcoholic  strength  of  wines  by  cer- 
tain modes  of  keeping  or  ripening  them,  more  es- 
pecially by  the  method  employed  in  the  case  of 
sherry,  madeira  and  such  other  wines,  which  consists 
of  slow  evaporation  for  a series  of  years  through  the 
cask,  above  all,  in  hot  climates.  The  researches 
made  by  the  author  on  this  head  are  not  yet  com- 
plete; but  he  is  inclined  to  infer,  from  the  experi- 
ments already  made,  that,  for  a moderate  term  of 
years,  the  proportion  of  alcohol  increases  in  the 
wine,’ but  afterwards,  on  the  contrary,  diminishes; 
and  that  the  period  when  the  wine  begins  to  loose  in 
alcoholic  strength  is  probably  that  at  which  it  ceases 
to  improve  in  flavor.  The  increase  which  takes 
place  at  first  in  the  alcohol  of  wine  undergoing  eva- 
poration through  the  cask,  appeared  at  first  view  pa- 
rallel to  the  fact  generally  admitted  on  the  authority 
of  Soemering,  that  spirit  becomes  stronger  when 
confined  in  bladder  or  in  a vessel  covered  with  blad- 
der, in  consequence  of  the  water  passing  out  by 
elective  exosmose. 

The  author,  however,  on  repeating  the  experi- 
ments of  Soemering,  as  related  by  various  writers, 
(for  he  could  not  obtain  access  to  the  original  ac- 
count of  them),  was  unable,  by  any  variation  of  the 
process  he  could  devise,  to  obtain  the  results  indi- 
cated by  the  German  anatomist.  Constantly  the 
spirit,  whatsoever  its  strength,  whether  proof  spirit 
or  rectified  spirit,  became  weaker.  It  was  observed 
at  the  same  time,  that  if  the  bladder  containing  spi- 
rit was  enclosed  in  a confined  space  with  quick-lime, 
the  spirit  slowly  became  absolute  alcohol  of  the 
density  796,  in  consequence  of  a permanent  atmos- 
phere of  alcohol  being  speedily  formed,  while  the 


watery  atmosphere  was  absorbed  by  the  quick-lime 
as  fast  as  it  was  produced.  Subsequently  it  was 
proved  that  the  bladder  was  not  essential  to  the  pro- 
cess; for  an  open  cup  of  rectified  spirit,  enclosed  in 
a confined  space  with  quick-lime,  to  absorb  the  wa- 
ter which  arose  from  the  spirit,  became  in  two 
months,  absolute  alcohol  of  the  density  796.  Pro- 
fessor Graham  of  London,  some  time  ago  proved  the 
analogous  fact,  that  spirit  might  be  thus  rendered 
pure  alcohol  in  the  air-pump  vacuum.  A vacuum, 
however,  is,  upon  principle,  as  well  as  in  fact,  not 
necessary  for  the  pi ocess;  it  merely  accelerates  it. 
The  new  method  is  obviously  applicable  on  the  great 
scale  for  obtaining  absolute  alcohol,  wherever  time 
may  be  allowed. 

NATIONAL  COURTESY. 

Surgeon  general’s  office,  Sept.  14th,  1839. 

Gentlemen:  The  director  general  of  the  medi- 
cal department  of  the  British  army  having  present- 
ed a very  valuable  medical  work  to  the  surgeon  ge- 
neral of  the  United  States  army,  the  circumstance 
may  be  considered  an  act  of  courtesy  on  the 
part  of  one  government  towards  the  other,  and  as 
such  should  be  made  known  to  the  public. 

Under  this  view  of  the  subject,  I send  you  copies 
of  the  correspondence  which  has  passed  between 
the  inspector  general  of  hospitals  in  Canada  and 
myself  touching  the  matter,  with  a request  that  it 
may  be  inserted  in  your  paper  as  early  as  may  be 
convenient.  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, TH.  LAWSON,  surgeon  general. 

Messrs.  Blair  and  Rives. 

Montreal,  August  5,  1839. 

Sir:  I avail  myself  of  the  first  opportunity  which 
has  presented  itself,  for  which  I am  greatly  indebted 
to  the  kindness  of  the  hon.  Mr.  Clay,  to  present  to 
you  the  accompanying  volumes  of  statistical  re- 
ports, now  under  course  of  publication  by  order  of 
the  secretary  of  war,  for  the  information  of  the 
British  parliament  and  the  world  at  large. 

In  doing  this,  1 beg  to  add  that  I am  acting  in 
conformity  with  instructions  I have  received  from 
sir  James  McGrigor,  the  director  general  of  the 
medical  department  of  the  British  army,  who  has 
I know  been  long  desirous  of  presenting  them  to 
yourself,  occupying  as  you  do  so  eminent  a station 
in  the  medical  department  of  the  United  States 
army;  and  allow  me  to  add  also,  that  I have  pecu- 
liar pleasure  in  thus  acting  upon  the  orders  of  sir 
James  McGrigor,  feeling  confident  that  vou  will 
appreciate  highly  a work,  which,  while  "it  is  the 
result  of  the  labors  of  the  medical  officers  of  the 
British  army  as  directed  by  sir  James  McGrigor,  is 
replete  with  valuable  information  for  the  future 
guidance  of  the  statesman,  the  political  economist, 
and  physician.  I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant,  JOS.  SKEY,  M.  D. 

Inspector  general  of  hospitals. 
Dr.  Lawson,  physician  general  U.  Slates  army. 

Surgeon  general’s  office, 

City  of  Washington,  Sept.  9,  1839. 

Sir:  The  packet  you  did  me  the  honor,  under  in- 
struction of  the  director  general  of  the  medical  de- 
partment of  the  British  army,  to  send  me,  by  the 
hands  of  hon.  Henry  Clay,  containing  statistical  re- 
ports ofthesickness,  mortality,  and  invaliding  among 
the  troops  in  the  United  Kingdom,  the  Mediterra- 
nean, and  British  America,  and  the  copy  of  the  regu- 
lations for  the  management  of  the  hospitals  of  the 
British  army,  forwarded  through  the  hands  of  doc- 
tor Abidie  of  the  United  States  army,  1 have  had 
the  pleasure  to  receive. 

These  very  important,  and  to  us  invaluable,  doc- 
uments, are  gratefully  accepted;  and  in  return, 
just  now,  I beg  leave  to  tender  to  sir  James  McGri- 
gor and  to  yourself  the  sincere  thanks  of  myself 
and  the  brother  officers  immediately  around  me, 
with  a promise  that  as  soon  as  something  can  be 
produced  from  the  labors  of  the  officers  of  our  army, 
worthy  of  the  notice  of  sir  James  McGrigor,  your- 
self and  the  medical  staff  generally  of  the  British 
army,  it  shall  be  forwarded  to  your  care. 

We  are  at  this  time  having  prepared  from  the  re- 
cords in  the  surgeon  general’s  office,  a meteorologi- 
cal register,  embracing  t.hermometrical  observations 
for  a series  of  years  in  every  section  of  our  states 
and  territories;  also,  a report  on  the  vital  statistics 
of  the  army  and  the  medico-topography  of  the  mi- 
litary stations,  extending  over  a period  of  twenty 
years.  These  productions  will  be  completed  with- 
in  a short  time,  and  if  found  to  possess  sufficient 
merit,  will  be  published  by  the  close  of  the  present 
year,  when  I shall  avail  myself  of  the  first  oppor- 
tunity to  forward  copies  for  yourself  and  sir  James 
McGrigor. 

Allow  me,  in  conclusion,  to  make  through  you 
my  most  grateful  acknowledgment  to  sir  James 
McGrigor  for  so  distingushed  a mark  of  his  consi- 


deration, and  to  say  that  the  works  presented  will 
be  the  more  highly  appreciated  by  my  brother  offi- 
cers and  myself,  that  they  are  the  result  of  the  la- 
bors of  many  eminent  medical  gentlemen,  engaged 
like  ourselves  in  the  military  service  of  their  coun- 
try. 

With  sentiments  of  the  highest  consideration  and 
respect,  I have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  and 
humbly  servant,  TH.  LAWSON, 

Surgeon  general  U.  S.  army. 
To  Joseph  Skey,  M.  D.  inspector  general  of  hospi- 
tals in  British  America. 


MISSOURI  AND  IOWA. 

A PROCLAMATION  BY  THE  GOVERNOR  OF  THE 
STATE  OF  MISSOURI. 

Whereas,  a publicalion  has  appeared  in  the  public 
prints  of  this  state,  purporting  to  be  a proclamation 
issued  by  the  authority,  and  bearing  the  name  of  the 
governor  of  the  territory  of  Iowa,  declaring  that  a 
certain  organic  law  of  said  territory,  entitled  “an 
act  to  prevent  the  exercise  of  a foreign  jurisdiction 
within  the  limits  of  the  territory,”  shall  extend  to 
and  be  in  force  within  a certain  district  of  land  ly- 
ing within  the  boundaries,  and  subject  to  the  juris- 
diction of  the  slate  of  Missouri, — and  authorising  the 
arrest  and  trial  before  the  judicial  tribunals  of  Iowa, 
of  all  persons  residing  within  the  limits  of  the  said 
territory, as  the  same  have  been  declared,  and  are  now 
legally  claimed  by  the  said  territory  of  Iowa — who 
shall  accept  of  any  office  of  trust,  from  any  state,  or 
who  shall  exercise  or  attempt  to  exercise  any  official 
functions,  or  who  shall  officiate  in  any  office  or  situa- 
tion within  any  part  of  the  jurisdiction  of  said  ter- 
ritory, as  at  present  declared— -or  within  the  limits  of 
any  of  the  counties  therein,  as  at  this  time  organized 
by  virtue  of  any  commission  or  authority  not  derived 
from  the  government  of  the  United  States  or  said 
territory — admonishing  all  persons  residing  within 
the  limits  of  the  said  territory,  as  the  same  have  il- 
illegally  extended  from  the  acceptance  of  any  such 
office  or  trust — calling  upon  the  several  officers  of 
the  territorial  counties  bordering  upon  this  state  to 
be  careful  that  the  laws  of  the  United  States  and  of 
said  territory  be  respected,  enforced  and  faithfully 
executed  within  the  boundaries  of  Iowa,  as  they 
are  at  present  organized,  and  exhorting  all  such  offi- 
cers to  promptitude  and  vigilance  in  the  discharge 
of  their  respective  duties,  and  to  be  vigilant  in  pro- 
tecting the  inhabitants  who  it  is  pretended  reside 
within  the  limits  of  the  said  territory  of  Iowa,  and 
moreover  to  exercise  the  power  of  arrest  within  a 
district  of  country,  which  since,  and  by  the  terms  of 
admission  of  the  state  of  Missouri  into  the  confede- 
racy of  the  United  States,  has  been,  and  still  is  sub- 
ject to  the  authority  of  this  state,  and  over  which 
the  territory  of  Iowa  is  now  seeking  to  extend  an  un- 
warranted and  unauthorised  jurisdiction;  and 

Whereas,  by  an  act  of  the  congress  of  the  United 
States,  entitled  “an  act  to  authorise  the  people  of  the 
Missouri  territory  to  form  a constitution  and  state 
government,  and  for  the  admission  of  such  state  in- 
to the  union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
states,  and  to  prohibit  slavery  in  certain  territories,” 
approved  March  6,  1820,  the  territory  of  the  slate  of 
Missouri  has  been  set  forth,  prescribed,  and  forever 
ceded  by  the  United  States  to  said  state  as  the  same 
is  declared  to  be  included  within  the  following  boun- 
daries, to  wit: 

“Beginning  in  the  middle  of  the  Mississippi  river 
on  the  parallel  of  36  degrees  ot  north  latitude; 
thence  west  along  that  parallel  of  that  latitude  to 
the  St.  Francois  river;  thence  up  and  following  the 
course  of  that  river  in  the  middle  of  the  main  channel 
thereof  to  the  parallel  of  latitude  of  thirty -six  degrees 
and  thirty  minutes,  thence  west  along  the  same  to  a 
point  where  the  said  parallel  is  intersected  by  a me- 
redian  line  passing  through  the  middle  of  the  mouth 
of  the  Kansas  river,  where  the  same  empties  into  the 
Missouri  river;  thence  from  the  point  aforesaid, 
north  along  the  said  meredian  line  to  the  intersec- 
tion of  the  parallel  of  latitude  which  passes  through 
the  rapids  of  the  river  Des  Moines,  making  the  said 
line  to  correspond  with  the  Indian  boundary  line; 
thence  east  from  the  point  of  intersection  last  afore- 
said, along  the  said  parallel  of  latitude,  to  the  middle 
of  the  main  channel  of  the  main  fork  of  the  said  river 
Des  Monies  to  the  mouth  of  the  same,  where  it  emp- 
ties into  the  Mississippi  river;  thence  due  east  to  the 
middle  of  the  main  channel  of  the  Mississippi  river, 
down  and  following  the  course  of  the  Mississippi 
river  in  the  middle  of  the  main  channel  thereof  to 
the  place  of  beginning.” 

Which  said  boundaries  have  been  ratified  by  and 
incorporated  into  the  constitution  of  this  state. 

And  whereas  by  an  act  of  the  general  assembly 
of  the  state  of  Missouri,  entitled  “an  act  defining 
the  northern  boundary  line  of  the  state,”  approved 
February  16,  1837,  it  is  enacted  as  follows: 

1st.  The  line  as  run  and  marked  out  by  the  com- 
missioners appointed  by  this  state  from  the  rapids  of 
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the  river  Des  Moins  to  the  Missouri  river,  in  the 
year  1837,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  declared  the 
northern  line  of  this  state. 

§ 2.  This  act  hall  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from 
and  after  its  passage. 

Which  line  mentioned  in  the  first  section,  as  ap- 
pears from  the  report  of  said  commissioners,  filed 
among  the  archives  of  this  state,  commencing  at  the 
rapids  of  the  Des  Moines,  on  the  parallel  of  north 
latitude  40  deg.  44  min.  06  sec.  runs  with  said  paral- 
lel westwardly  until  it  strikes  the  Missouri  river. 

Now,  therefore,  I Lilburn  W.  Boggs,  governor 
of  the  state  of  Missouri,  by  virtue  of  the  authority 
with  which  I am  invested  by  the  constitution  and 
laws  of  this  state,  and  in  fulfilment  of  the  obligation 
thereby  imposed  on  me  “to  take  care  that  the  laws  be 
distributed  and  faithfully  executed  throughout  the 
state,”  do  hereby  order  and  command  the  officers, 
civil  and  military  of  the  counties  of  this  state,  adjoin- 
ing the  northern  boundary,  as  the  same  has  been  de- 
clared and  established  by  the  legislature  of  Missouri, 
that  they  may  cause  the  laws  of  this  stale  to  be  observ- 
ed and  faithfully  executed  within  the  limits  of  their  re- 
spective counties,  and  that  if  they  are  prevented  or 
obstructed  in  the  execution  of  any  process,  or  the  ex- 
ercise of  any  official  function  by  peisons  who  claim 
not  to  be  citizens  of  this  state,  and  deny  its  juris- 
diction and  authority  within  the  limits  aforesaid,  that 
they  call  to  their  aid  the  power  of  the  county  within 
which  they  are  authorised  to  act;  and  ifsaid  obstruc- 
tion arises  from  any  unlawful  assemblage  of  three  or 
more  such  persons  that  they  report  the  fact  to  some 
judge  or  justice  of  the  peace  of  this  state  in  order 
that  a proclamation  may  be  issued,  commanding  the 
persons  thus  assembled  to  disperse  themselves,  and 
depart  peaceably  to  their  homes — and  in  the  event 
that  such  assemblage  refuses  to  disperse  when 
thus  commanded  or  are  armed,  or  make  forcible  re- 
sistance to  such  officers,  then  said  officers  are  here- 
by commanded  to  call  to  their  aid  either  the  power 
of  the  county,  or  a sufficient  number  of  the  militia, 
or  other  persons  on  arm3,  to  disperse  said  assembly 
arrest  the  offenders,  and  maintain  the  authority  of 
the  laws. 

And  I do  further  direct  and  order  that  the  officers 
of  the  militia  of  the  state  ot  Missouri  do  hold  them- 
selves and  their  respective  commands  in  readiness  to 
render  any  assistance  that  may  be  required  of  them 
by  the  proper  officers,  in  quelling  any  disturbance 
within  the  limits  of  this  state,  in  enforcing  the  exe- 
cution of  lawful  process,  sustaining  the  civil  officers 
in  the  exercise  of  their  official  functions,  and  in  fully 
maintaining  the  dignity  of  this  state  and  the  supre- 
macy ol  its  laws. 

And  I do  moreover  forwarn  all  persons  residing 
within  the  limits  of  the  territory  embraced  by  the 
present  boundaries  of  the  stale  of  Missouri  as  they 
have  been  established  by  the  laws  thereof,  from  tak- 
ing upon  themselves  any  office  or  public  trust  or  ex- 
ercise any  power  or  do  any  act  not  appertaining  to 
such  office  or  trust  without  a lawful  appointment  or 
deputation  therefor  from  the  proper  authorities  of 
this  state. 

And  I do  moreover  expressly  direct  all  officers,  ci- 
vil and  military  of  this  state,  while  they  are  required 
to  execute  fully  their  official  duties  within  Hie  afore- 
said limits,  over  which  the  said  territory  of  Iowa 
claims  to  be  entitled  to  extend  ils  authority,  by  vir- 
tue of  a pretended  right,  and  the  exercise  of  an  un- 
lawful jurisdiction,  so  to  conduct  themselves  as  to 
create  no  unnecessary  excitement,  and  to  use  their 
utmost  efforts,  consistent  with  the  requisitions  of  the 
laws  of  this  state,  to  suppress  any  needless  collision, 
and  to  maintain  an  amicable  feeling  with  the  citizens 
of  this  state,  and  the  United  States  residing  within 
the  territory  of  Iowa,  and  in  every  respect  in  the 
discharge  of  their  official  functions  to  conform  strict- 
ly and  literally  to  the  laws  of  this  state. 

In  thus  fulfilling  the  duty  imposed  upon  me  by  the 
constitution  and  laws  of  the  state,  which  are  so  or- 
dered, that  no  right  exists,  which  enables  the  execu- 
tive to  interpose  its  power  in  order  to  arrest  or  even 
delay  the  progress  of  the  civil  authority  until  such 
time  as  the  cause  of  the  present  difficulty  shall  be 
removed,  and  that  no  alternative  is  left  but  to  carry 
the  laws  ofthi3  state  into  full  and  complete  execu- 
tion, I must  at  the  same  time  express  my  sincere  re- 
gret that  the  peaceful  and  kind  interchange  of  friend- 
ly feelings  between  the  citizens  of  this  state,  and  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  residing  within  the  ter- 
ritory of  Iowa  are  likely  soon  to  be  harshly  suspend- 
ed, and  that  a violent  severance  is  about  to  be  ap- 
plied to,  this  that  should  bind  a people  whose  lan- 
guage, habits,  pursuits  and  principles  are  the  same, 
and  whose  mutual  interest  prompts  them  to  be 
neighbors  in  sentiment  as  well  as  locality.  In  thus 
declaring  my  individual  feelings  on  this  subject, 
which,  I have  every  reason  to  believe,  are  felt  gene- 
rally by  the  citizens  of  this  state,  I entertain  the 
hope  that  the  enlightened  authorities  of  the  territory 
of  Iowa  will  permit  to  be  offered  no  obstruction,  to  the 


peaceable  and  quiet  administration  of  the  laws  of 
Missouri,  within  the  ceded  and  constitutional  limits 
of  this  state. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I Lilburn  W.  Boggs 
governor  ot  the  state  of  Missouri,  have 
hereunto  set  my  hand,  and  caused  ;to 
be  affixed  the  great  seal  of  the  state  of 
Missouri.  Done  at  Ihe  city  of  Jefi'er- 

tL.  S.]  son,  in  said  state,  this  twenty-third  day 
of  August  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
nine,  of  the  independence  of  the  Unit- 
ed Stales  the  sixty-fourth,  and  of  this 
state  the  twentietffi- 

LILBURN  W.  BOGGS. 

By  the  governor, 

Jas.  L.  Minor,  secretary  of  slate. 

THE  DAGUERREOTYPE. 

The  secret  of  M.  Daguerre’s  wonderful  invention, 
or  discovery,  by  which  he  is  enabled  to  transfer  an 
exact  transcript  of  rural  scenery,  buildings,  &c.  to 
paper,  and  fix  the  colors  permanently,  is  disclosed  in 
the  following  article,  copied  from  the  London  Globe. 
For  disclosing  the  secret,  M.  Daguerre  is  said  to 
have  received  from  the  French  government  6,000 
francs,  and  M.  Niepce,  who  also  made  discoveries 
in  the  same  direction,  4,000  francs. 

From  the  London  Globe  of  August  23. 

It  having  been  announced  that  the  process  em- 
ployed by  M.  Daguerre  for  fixing  images  of  objects 
by  the  camera  obscura  would  be  revealed  on  Mon- 
day, at  the  sitting  of  the  academy  of  sciences,  every 
part  of  the  space  reserved  for  visiters  was  filled  as 
early  as  one  o’clock,  although  it  was  known  that  the 
description  of  the  process  would  not  take  place  un- 
til three.  L’pwards  of  two  hundred  persons  who 
could  not  obtain  admittance  remained  in  the  court 
yardofthe  palace  of  the  Institute.  The  following 
is  an  analysis  of  Ihe  description  given  on  this  occa- 
sion byM.  Arago: 

The  influence  of  light  upon  colors  was  known 
long  ago.  It  had  been  observed  that  substance  ex- 
posed to  its  action  were  affected  by  it;  bul  beyond 
this  iact  nothing  was  known  until  1536,  when  a 
peculiar  ore  of  silver  was  discovered,  to  which  was 
given  the  name  of  argent  corne,  and  which  had  the 
property  of  becoming  black  when  exposed  to  the 
light.  Photographic  science  remained  at  this  point 
until  it  was  discovered  that  this  argent  corne  (chlo- 
ruret  of  silver)  did  not  become  black  under  all  the 
rays  of  light.  It  was  remarked  that  the  red  ray 
scarcely  effected  any  change,  whilst  the  violet  ray 
was  that  which’  produced  the  greatest  influence. — 
M.  J.  Baptiste  Porta  then  invented  the  camera  ob- 
scura, and  numerous  efforts  w’ere  made  to  fix  the 
pretty  miniature  objects  which  were  seen  upon  the 
table  of  it,  and  the  transitory  appearance  of  which 
was  a subject  of  general  regret.  All  those  efforts 
wTere  fruitless  up  to  the  time  of  the  invention  of  M. 
Niepce,  which  preceded  that  or  M.  Daguerre,  and 
led  to  the  extraordinary  result  that  the  latter  gentle- 
man has  obtained. 

M.  Niepce,  after  a host  of  attempts,  employed 
sheets  of  silver,  which  he  covered  with  bitumen 
(bitume  de  Judee)  dissolved  in  oil  of  lavender,  the 
whole  being  covered  with  varnish.  On  heating 
these  sheets,  the  oil  disappeared,  and  there  remain- 
ed a whiteish  powder  adhering  to  the  sheet.  Thus 
prepared,  it  was  placed  in  the  camera  obscura;  but 
when  withdrawn  the  objects  were  hardly  visible 
upon  it.  M.  Niepce  then  resorted  to  new  means 
for  rendering  the  objects  more  distinct.  For  this 
purpose,  he  put  his  sheets,  when  removed  from  the 
camera  obscura,  into  a mixture  of  oil  of  lavender  and 
oil  of  petroleum.  How  M.  Niepce  arrived  at  this 
discovery  was  not  explained  to  us;  it  is  sufficient  to 
state  that,  after  this  operation,  the  objects  became 
as  visible  as  ordinary  engravings,  and  it  only  re- 
mained to  wash  the  sheet  with  distilled  water  to 
make  the  drawings  permanent.  But  as  the  bitume 
de  J udee  js  rather  ash-colored  than  white,  M.  Niepce 
had  to  discover  the  means  of  increasing  I lie  shadows 
by  more  deeply  blackening  the  lines,  (haclnires). 
For  this  purpose  he  employed  a new  mixture  of 
sulphuret  of  potassium  and  iodine.  But  he  (M. 
Niepce)  did  not  succeed  as  he  expected  to  do,  for 
the  iodine  spread  itself  over  the  whole  surface,  and 
rendered  the  object  more  confused.  The  great  in- 
convenience, however,  of  the  process  was  the  little 
sensitiveness  of  the  coating,  ( enduit ) for  it  some- 
times required  three  days  for  the  light  to  produce 
sufficient  effect.  It  will  easily  be  conceived,  there- 
fore, that  this  means  was  not  applicable  to  the  ca- 
mera obscura,  upon  which  it  is  essential  that  Ihe 
object  should  be  instantaneously  fixed,  since  the  re- 
lative positions  of  the  sun  and  the  earth  beingchang- 
ed,  the  objects  formed  by  it  were  destroyed.  M. 
Niepce  was  therefore  without  hope  of  doing  more 
than  multiplying  engravings,  in  which  the  objects, 
being  stationary,  are  not  effective  by  the  different 


relative  positions  of  the  sun.  M.  Duguerre  was  de- 
voting himself  to  the  same  pursuit  as  M.  Niepce 
when  he  associated  himself  with  that  gentleman,  and 
brought  to  the  discovery  an  important  improvement. 
The  coating  employed  by  RI  Niepce  had  been  laid 
on  by  means  of  a tampon,  or  dabber,  similar  to  the 
process  used  in  printing,  and  consequently  the  coat- 
ing was  neither  of  a regular  thickness  nor  perfectly 
white.  M.  Daguerre  conceived  the  idea  of  using 
the  residuum  which  is  obtained  from  lavender  by 
distilling  it;  and,  to  render  it  liquid  and  applicable 
wi  h more  regularity,  he  dissolved  it  in  ether.  Thus 
a more  uniform  and  whiter  covering  was  obtained, 
but  the  object,  notwithstanding,  was  not  visible  at 
once,  it  was  necessary  to  place  it  over  a vase  con- 
taining some  kind  of  essential  oil,  and  then  the  ob- 
ject stood  forth.  This  was  not  all  that  M.  Daguerre 
aimed  at.  The  tints  were  not  deep  enough,  and 
this  composition  was  riot  more  sensitive  than  that  of 
M.  Niepce.  Three  days  were  still  necessary  to  ob- 
tain designs. 

We  now  come  to  the  great  discovery  in  the  pro- 
cess for  which  M.  Daguerre  has  received  a national 
reward.  It  is  to  the  following  effect:  A copper 
sheet,  plated  with  silver,  well  cleaned  with  diluted 
nitric  acid,  is  exposed  to  the  vapour  of  iodine,  which 
forms  the  first  coating,  which  is  very  thin,  as  it 
does  not  exceed  the  millionth  part  of  a metre  in 
thickness.  There  are  certain  indispensable  precau- 
tions necessary  to  render  this  coating  uniform,  Ihe 
chief  of  which  is  the  using  of  a rim  of  metal  round 
the  sheet.  The  sheet  thus  prepared,  is  placed  ip. 
the  camera  obscura,  where  it  is  allowed  to  remain 
from  eight  to  ten  minutes.  It  is  then  taken  out,  but 
the  most  experienced  eye  can  detect  no  trace  of 
the  drawing.  The  sheet  is  now  exposed  to  the  vapor 
of  mercury,  and  when  it  has  been  heated  to  a tem- 
perature of  sixty  degrees  of  Reaumur,  or  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty-seven  Fahrenheit,  the  drawings 
come  forth  as  if  by  enchantment.  One  singular  and 
hitherto  inexplicable  fact  in  this  process  is,  that  the 
sheet,  when  exposed  to  the  action  of  the  vapor, must 
be  inclined;  for  if  it  were  placed  in  a direct  position 
over  the  vapor,  the  results  would  be  less  satisfacto- 
ry. The  angle  used  is  48  degrees.  The  last  part 
of  the  process  is  to  place  the  sheet  in  the  hyposul- 
phite of  soda,  and  then  to  wash  it  in  a large  quantity 
ol  distilled  water.  The  description  of  the  process 
appeared  to  excite  great  interest  in  the  auditory, 
amongst  whom  we  observed  many  distinguished  per- 
sons connected  with  science  and  the  fine  arts. 

Unfortunately  the  locality  was  not  adjusted  suita- 
ble for  the  performance  of  M.  Daguerre’s  expeii- 
ments,  but  we  understand  that  arrangements,  will 
be  made  for  a public  exhibition  of  them.  Three 
highly  curious  drawings,  obtained  in  this  manner, 
were  exhibited — one  of  the  Pont.  Marie,  another  of 
M.  Daguerre’s  atelier,  and  a third  of  a room  con- 
taining some  rich  carpeting,  all  the  minutest  threads 
of  which  were  represented  with  the  most  mathe- 
matical accuracy,  and  with  wonderful  richness  of 
effect. 


THE  SLAVES  OF  THE  AMISTAD. 

Reported  for  the  iV.  Y.  Courier  and  Enquirer. 

UNITED  STATES  CIRCUIT  COURT. 

Hartford,  Friday,  September  20. 

THE  CASE  OF  THE  AFRICAN  CHILDREN. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  addressed  the  court  this  morning, 
in  reply  to  the  marshal’s  return  to  the|habeas  corpus' 
obtained  in  the  case  of  the  Aliican  children,  and  put 
on  two  affidavits  made  by  Africans,  proving  that  the 
children  were  native  Africans;  and  a deposition  to 
the  same  effect  was  offered,  that  was  made  by  ano- 
ther African  now  in  jail. 

Mr.  Ingersoll,  on  behalf  of  the  Spanish  claimants, 
slated  that  the  persons  were  libelled  in  the  district  as 
property — they  were  also  libelled  by  the  Spanish 
minister,  as  the  slave  property  of  Spanish  subjects, 
and  as  such,  ought  to  be  delivered  up — and  they 
were  also  libelled  by  the  district  attorney;  that  tbev 
inight  be  delivered  up  to  the  executive,  in  order  to 
their  being  sent  to  their  native  country,  if  it  should 
be  found  to  be  right  that  they  should  be  so  sent.  He 
presumed  that  under  this  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  the 
court  would  not  take  the  case  out  of  the  legitimate 
jurisdiction  of  the  district  court,  where  it  w as  now 
pending,  as,  if  the  decision  of  that  court  should  not 
be  satisfactory,  the  matter  could  be  brought  betore 
this  court  by  appeal. 

Mr.  Baldwin,  of  New’  Heaven,  for  the  African 
children,  observed  that  they  were  held  in  custody 
as  property,  as  mere  chattels,  in  a case  in  which  they 
were  not  before  the  court,  and  were  awaiting  the 
decision  of  another  question. 

[The  grand  jury  here  came  into  court,  and  the 
foreman  said  they  were  anxious  to  have  the  direc- 
tion of  the  judge  in  the  case  of  Ihe  African  prison- 
ers who  were  indicted  for  murder  and  piracy,  which 
was  under  their  consideration.  Judge  Thompson 
, told  them  that  this  court  had  Ihe  jurisdiction  of  the 
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crime  of  murder,  but  he  could  give  no  opinion  in 
the  case  unless  they  would  furnished  a statement  of 
facts — it  would  be  unless  for  him  to  address  them 
generally  on  the  crimes  of  murder  and  piracy.  The 
grand  jury  had  a right  to  ask  the  opinion  of  the 
court,  and  it  would  then  be  the  duty  of  the  court  to 
give  an  opinion  as  to  its  jurisdiction,  and  that  is  all 
that  it  could  do.] 

Mr.  Baldwin  resumed.  He  contended  that  the 
children  who  were  of  the  age  of  7,  8 and  9,  were 
not  slaves;  nor  had  ever  been;  they  were  free  born; 
illegally  captured  and  taken  to  Havana  where  they 
were  sold  contrary  to  the  laws  of  nature  and  hu- 
manity, and  the  laws  and  ordinances  of  Spain,  in 
existence  long  before  the  birth  of  these  children. 
He  contended  that  the  capture  of  them  was  illegal, 
felonious  and  piratical, — the  learned  counsel  then 
read  the  declaration  of  the  king  of  Spain,  to  whom 
these  Spanish  claimants  owed  allegiance,  denounc- 
ing the  trade  and  subjecting  the  captain  and  all  the 
officers  of  a slaving  vessel,  to  a forfeiture  of  all 
their  goods,  and  transportation  to  the  Phliipine  is- 
lands; and  he  maintained  that  the  children  were 
consequently  not  property,  and  therefore  the  dis- 
trict court  was  ousted  of  its  jurisdiction,  and  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  higher  court  to  institute  an  inquiry 
on  that  point — the  district  court  was  one  of  limited 
jurisdiction,  and  in  this  case,  the  service  claimed 
to  have  been  rendered  by  lieut.  Gedney  was  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  admiralty  of  New  York,  and 
he  had  no  right  to  take  the  property  (so  far  as  it 
was  property),  to  New  London,  or  any  where  else, 
for  the  sake  of  selecting  the  place  where  he  would 
prosecute  his  claims  for  salvage.  At  all  events  it 
could  not  be  entertained  here — it  would  be  a vio- 
lation of  our  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  which  bound 
us  to  co-operate  with  her  in  the  abolition  of  slave 
traffic,  so  abhorrentto  humanity.  Great  Britain  had 
paid  two  millions  of  dollars  to  Spain,  as  the  price 
of  her  giving  up  the  slave  trade,  and  if  the  court 
performed  what  the  U nited  States’  officer  no w asked 
it  to  do,  it  would  be  a violation  of  good  faith  with 
Great  Britain.  Did  the  district  judge,  said  the 
c mnsel,  issue  his  warrant  to  take  these  individuals? 

i pie  could  not  do  so,  he  would  not  do  so  with- 
o .c  first  judicially  finding  that  they  were  property; 
t.ie  warrant  his  honor  granted  to  the  marshal  was 
to  take  the  vessel  and  other  articles  of  personal 
properly — these  children  were  not  personal  proper- 
ty, and  nevei  could  become  so.  They  formed  part 
of  a number  of  persons,  who,  born  free,  were  cap- 
tured and  reduced  to  abject  slavery,  bound  tightly 
together — chained  hands  and  feet,  and  who  strug- 
gled for,  and  achieved  their  liberty.  Who  would 
not  have  done  the  same?  This  case  was  not  to  be 
tolerated;  it  should  be  scouted  from  the  tribunals  of 
our  free  country.  These  people  sought  and  found 
an  asylum  in  an  neighboring  state,  from  whence 
they  were  brought  here,  not  as  slaves,  but  as  free; 
and  we  are  asked  first,  to  make  them  slaves,  and 
then  give  them  up  to  the  Spaniards;  but  we  can  only 
deliver  up  properly,  and  before  they  can  be  deliv- 
ered up,  they  must  be  proved  to  be  properly.  The 
children  are  valued,  it  seems,  at  $2,000,  and  the 
whole  number  on  wtiich  lieut.  Gedney  claimed  sal- 
vage which  had  been  assessed  at  one  half  the  total 
vafue,  were  considered  worth  $25,000, 

After  a very  able  and  lengthened  appeal,  the 
learned  counsel  was  followed  by  Mr.  Staples  of  New 
York,  who  in  an  impassioned  strain,  advocated  the 
cause'  of  these  four  children,  observing  upon  the 
hardihood  with  which  Don  Pedro  Montes,  dared  to 
come  into  a court  of  justice  in  our  free  country,  and 
in  contravention  of  our  treaty  with  Spain,  to  ask 
the  delivery  up  of  these  human  beings,  when  the 
very  act  that  he  desires  us  to  countenance,  would, 
by  his  own  sovereign’s  decree,  have  subjected  him 
to  forfeiture  of  all  his  goods,  and  to  lengthened 
transportation  to  Mozambique,  and  he  would  him- 
self have  become  a slave.  The  claim,  and  Mr. 
Staples,  in  this  case,  is  preposterous,  and  the  crime 
we  are  called  upon  to  sanction  is  punishable  by  our 
law  with  death. 

The  plea  on  which  the  district  attorney  asks  for 
the  children,  is  an  anomalous  one — they  are  first  to 
ba  created  as  slaves  in  order  that  they  may  be  made 
free but  we  have  no  right,  said  the  learned  advo- 

cate, to  detain  them  in  durance  one  hour;  they  are 
as  free  as  the  atmosphere  we  breathe.  In  the  close 
of  a speech,  glowing  with  fine  sentiment,  he  said, 
this  was  not  a question  of  property— yes  it  was, 
but  it  was  the  inherent  property  of  liberty;  not  a 
question  of  bales  and  boxes,  they  were  not  dealing 
with  such  vulgar  traffic,  they  were  on  higher  ground, 
they  were  contending  for  that  blessing  which  was 
next  to  life  itself.  This  was  a case  of  felony,  and 
felony  cannot  confer  property. — "A  piratis,  et  la- 
tironibus  capta,  dominium,  non  mutant. 

At  the  afternoon  sitting  the  grand  jury  presented 
a statement  of  facts  to  the  court,  upon  which  they 
desired  its  opinion,  whether  this  court  had  jurisdic- 


tion in  the  case  of  the  African  prisoners  indicted 
for  murder  and  piracy.  Judge  Thompson  said, 
“the  law's  of  the  United  States  grew  out  of  the  sta- 
tutes and  the  laws  of  nations.  The  offence  charged 
in  this  case  arose  out  of  two  statutes,  and  would  be 
tried  in  this  district  if  triable  at  all  in  the  United 
States — but  the  courts  of  the  United  States  have  no 
jurisdiction  over  offences  committed  in  another 
country,  and  if  this  be  an  offence,  and  on  that  sub- 
ject I give  no  opinion  whether  it  be  an  offence  at 
all,  it  cannot  be  tried  here.  The  courts  of  one 
country  have  nothing  to  do  with  those  of  another, 
and  an  offence  committed  in  a foreign  country  can- 
not be  tried  in  another  jurisdiction.  A vessel  sail- 
ing under  the  papers  of  another  country  is  to  be 
treated  as  a part  ot  the  territorial  property  of  the 
country  to  which  she  belongs,  and  as  this  court 
could  not  try  the  alleged  offence  if  it  had  been  per- 
petrated in  Spain  or  Cuba,  or  any  other  Spanish 
settlement,  so  neither  for  the  reason  given,  could 
that  court  try  it  as  having  been  committed  on  board 
a Spanish  vessel,  which  is  identical  with  the  soil  of 
the  country  to  which  she  belongs.  Under  the  state 
of  facts  therefore,  said  his  honor,  I have  no  hesita- 
tion in  telling  you  that  this  court  has  no  jurisdic- 
tion, nor  are  there  sufficient  facts  before  you  to 
warrant  you  in  finding  a bill;  there  being  no  other 
business  before  the  grand  jury,  they  and  the  petit 
jury  were  accordingly  discharged. 

Counsel  then  resumed  their  arguments,  and  Mr. 
Baldwin  prayed  an  order  of  the  court  to  bring  up 
Antonio,  a colored  young  man,  who  was  the  slave 
of  the  captain  of  the  Amistad,  and  be  gave  the  fol- 
lowing evidence: 

Antonio,  ( examined  through  lieut.  Meade) — was 
the  captain's  slave,  and  was  on  board  the  Amistad 
when  the  female  slaves  came  on  board — which  they 
did  quite  freely,  and  were  not  bound,  and  about  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  afterwards,  the  Spanish  owners 
came  on  board.  The  slaves  walked  about  the  deck, 
or  went  below  as  they  liked.  There  were  Spanish 
and  Yankee  vessels  in  port — there  was  a Yankee 
man-of-war — there  were  many  vessels  there  after 
slavers.  He  had  been  with  his  master  ever  since 
he  was  a little  boy,  and  was  always  treated  well  by 
his  master  and  mistress. 

The  following  affidavit  of  Bahoo,  one  of  the  Afri- 
cans, was  presented  to  the  court,  and  a native  Afri- 
can of  the  Mandingo  tribe  who  knew  the  language 
spoken  by  Bahoo,  was  examined  on  oath  as  to  his 
perfect  comprehension  of  its  subject  matter. 

Affidavit  of  Bahoo. 

I,  Bahoo,  of  Bandaboo,  in  Africa,  being  duly 
cautioned,  depose  and  say,  that  I knew  Marngroo 
and  Kenyee,  two  little  girls  now  in  prison  at  Hart- 
ford; that  they  were  born  in  Bandaboo  in  Mandin- 
goo,  and  came  over  in  the  same  vessel  that  I did  to 
Havana,  as  did  Penna  ami  the  little  boy  Carle;  that 
they  were  about  two  moons  in  coming  from  Africa 
to  Havana  where  they  stayed  less  than  one  moon. 
Good  many  in  the  vessel,  and  many  died — were 
tight  together  two  and  two  chained  together  by 
hands  and  feet,  night  and  day  until  near  Havana, 
when  the  chains  were  taken  off — were  landed  on 
the  coast  at  a little  place,  near  sun-set — staid  until 
night  and  walked  into  the  city,  put  them  into  an 
old  building  and  fastened  them  in — after  some  time 
the  people  now  in  jail  were  put  on  board  the  same 
vessel  they  came  here  in,  in  the  night,  and  sailed 
away,  about  the  lime  the  gun  fired.  I know  that 
these  children  are  the  same  that  came  over  from 
Africa,  and  that  Marngroo  and  Keneyee  were  born 
in  the  same  place  I was,  which  was  Bandaboo,  and 
further  saith  not.  BAHOO,  his  mark. 

Stale  of  Connecticut,  Hartford,  Sept.  20,  1839. 

The  arguments  of  counsel  were  not  closed  till 
half  past  7.  The  court  then  adjourned  till  to-mor- 
row morning,  when  the  judge  will  deliver  his  opi- 
nion in  the  habeas  corpus  case. 

Hartford,  Saturday,  Sept.  21,  1839. 

On  the  sitting  of  the  court  this  morning,  judge 
Thompson  said  he  was  not  prepared  to  dispose  of 
the  question  that  occupied  the  attention  of  the  court 
yesterday,  finally — and,  therefore,  nothing  that  he 
now  said  should  be  considered  as  other  than  inci- 
dental remarks  upon  the  arguments  that  had  been 
offered  to  the  court.  The  case  was  brought  before 
it  under  very  peculiar  circumstances,  and  was  one 
of  very  great  difficulty — undoubtedly  the  court 
was  much  embarrassed  as  to  how  to  dispose  of  it. — 
Let  it  be  distinctly  understood,  however,  that  the 
party  brought  up  on  the  habeas  corpus  stood  per- 
fectly discharged  from  the  accusation  of  criminal 
offence.  The  mere  question  is,  what  is  to  be  done 
with  them? — and  the  course  which  the  court  pursues 
with  respect  to  those  brought  up  on  the  habeas  cor- 
pus, is  perhaps  that  to  be  adopted  as  to  all  the  other 
Africans  now  in  confinement.  But  the  simple  ques- 
tion now  under  consideration  was,  whether  the  par- 
ties so  brought  up  were  rightfully  in  the  possession 
of  the  district  court;  and  if  they  were,  this  court 


had  no  right  to  take  them  out  of  such  possession. 
It  might  be  full  of  injustice,  and  pregnant  with 
very  evil  consequences,  to  dispose  of  these  impor- 
tant questions  in  this  summary  way  upon  a writ  of 
habeas  corpus.  However  abhorrent  to  our  feelings 
it  might  be  to  contemplate  these  human  beings  as 
property,  the  court  were  not  at  liberty  to  indulge 
in  any  sympathies  with  reference  to  that  matter.—* 
They  could  only  be  governed  by  the  law  on  the 
point.  It  was  contended  by  some  that  there  could 
be  no  property  in  human  flesh,  ytt  it  was  impossi- 
ble to  shut  our  eyes  to  the  fact  that  slavery  or  the 
right  to  control  the  persons  of  others,  was  not  only 
recognized  by  foreign  courts,  but  by  those  of  our 
own  country,  and  men,  human  beings,  under  the 
name  of  slaves,  had  been  returned  to  claimants, 
through  the  intervention  of  the  constituted  repre- 
sentatives of  the  states  to  which  such  claimants 
belonged,  as  property;  as  in  the  case  of  the  Ante- 
lope, reported  in  10  AVheaton,  p,  66 — for  it  was  on 
that  ground,  and  that  alone,  that  they  were  so  re- 
turned. 

The  court  ha3  a right  to  entertain  the  question, 
and  to  inquire  into  the  grounds  of  the  right  of  pro- 
perty; and  after  repeated  decisions  to  this  effect,  by 
the  supreme  courts,  it  wiil  not  do  for  this  court  to 
say  “we  won’t  entertain  the  question  of  property.” 
The  property  (for  so  we  will  technically  call  it  in 
the  present  instance)  is  in  the  possession  of  the  dis- 
trict court;  and  we  are  to  inquire  whether  it  is 
rightfully  in  such  possession.  Persons  of  the  Af- 
rican race  are  recognised  by  law  as  property,  and  the 
question  therefore  in  this  case  is  only  whether  the 
possession  by  the  district  court  is  rightful.  Under 
the  peculiar  circumstances  of  this  case,  his  honor 
said  the  court  were  desirous  to  have  another  argu- 
ment of  counsel,  confined  entirely  to  the  point 
“whether  the  district  court  had  jurisdiction  in  this 
case,”  and  proposed  to  counsel  to  take  that  ques- 
tion into  consideration,  and  address  the  court  on  it 
in  the  afternoon. 

Mr.  Ingersoll  suggested  that  a brief  should  be 
prepared  and  submitted  to  his  honor  for  his  decision. 

This  course  was  objected  to  by  Mr.  Staples  and 
Mr  Baldwin,  as  very  inconvenient.  Counsel  then 
retired  to  consult,  and  were  to  state  the  result  at 
two  o’clock. 

AFTERNOON. 

At  the  afternoon  sitting,  Mr.  Ingersoll,  who  was 
counsel  for  the  libellants,  repeated  his  wish  that  a 
brief  should  be  prepared  and  submitted  to  his  ho- 
nor, in  which  all  the  cases  on  the  point  should  be 
cited,  and  his  honor  should  deliver  his  decision  at 
some  adjourned  session  of  the  court — for,  he  said 
there  had  not  been  sufficient  time  since  their  atten- 
tion had  been  specially  called  to  the  point  to  pro- 
perly consider  it. 

Mr.  Baldwin  and  Mr.  Staples  (for  the  Africans 
who  were  now  all  before  the  court  on  a second  writ 
of  habeas  corpus)  observed  that  in  a case  where 
the  liberty  of  so  many  individuals  was  at  stake 
they  were  bound  to  come  prepared  to  support  their 
own  process. 

Judge  Thompson  said  the  case  was  a vital  one; 
but  it  was  desirable  if  possible  to  dispose  of  it. 

Mr.  Staples  had  made  inquiry  and  he  was  satis- 
fied of  the  necessity  of  going  on. 

Judge  Thompson — “then  we  must  go  on.” 

Mr.  Baldwin  then  recapitulated  the  facts  of  the 
case,  and  contended  that  the  court  of  admiralty  had 
nothing  to  do  with  them  but  as  property,  and  it  was 
incumbent  on  the  party  applying  to  the  court,  to 
prove,  as  a preliminary  measure,  that  they  were  so. 
The  marshal  in  admiralty  had  only  jurisdiction 
over  property;  and  property  taken  on  shore  is  not 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  admiralty,  (except 
in  certain  cases,  of  which  this  is  not  one)  so  that, 
had  these  people  been  property  (which  they  were 
not)  the  admiralty  would  have  had  no  jurisdiction 
as  to  such  of  them  as  were  on  shore  at  the  time  of 
the  capture,  for  they  were  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  common  law.  Property  taken  on  the  high 
seas  may  be  libelled  in  the  most  convenient  court, 
but  property  taken  in  waters  in  any  particular  dis- 
trict must  be  libelled  in  the  court  of  the  district  in 
which  it  was  taken,  and  all  legal  proceedings  must 
be  prosecuted  in  that  court.  Don  Pedro  Montes 
files  an  admiralty  process  on  the  17th  September, 
instant,  against  these  persons  as  property,  they  be- 
ing at  the  time  on  land,  but  they  could  not  be  tried 
before  a common  law  court,  by  a jury — and  the 
same  reasoning  applied  to  Ruiz — in  support  of 
which  the  learned  counsel  cited  the  case  of  “the 
sailor.”  [S  Wheaton,  391.]  So  much  for  the 
claim  as  property. 

Then  as  to  the  libel  of  the  district  attorney  at 
the  suit  of  the  Spanish  minister — what  had  the 
Spanish  minister  to  do  with  it?  The  parties  claim- 
ed were  neither  fugitives  nor  criminals.  But  the 
district  attorney  does  not  stop  here,  but  libels  them 
and  prays  that  they  may  be  taken  into  custody,  and 
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so  kept  in  order  that  shall  it  appear  sometime  here- 
after (no  body  could  tell  when)  that  they  had  been 
improperly  brought  into  this  state,  they  might  be 
delivered  up  to  the  president  to  be  sent  back  to 
their  own  country.  Mr.  B.  then  closed  in  an  ener- 
getic appeal,  praying  their  discharge.  He  said 
they  would  be  taken  care  of  (as  it  was  right  they 
should  be)  by  the  state  of  Connecticut. 

Mr.  Hungerford  and  Mr.  Ingersoll  followed  on 
behalf  of  the  Spanish  claimants,  and  argued  very 
earnestly  in  support  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  dis- 
trict court. 

The  district  attorney  succeeded  in  support  of  his 
libel  on  behalf  of  the  executive,  and  cited  many 
authorities  to  sustain  his  arguments. 

The  case  closed  with  the  address  of  Mr.  Staples, 
which  w’as  not  concluded  until  7 o’clock 

The  court  then  adjourned  to  8 o’clock  on  Mon- 
day morning,  when  judgment  will  be  gived. 


DECISION  OF  JUDGE  THOMPSON. 

On  the  opening  of  the  circuit  court,  Monday, 
September  23d,  judge  Thompson  gave  his  decision 
with  respect  to  the  application  of  the  prisoners’ 
counsel,  to  have  the  Africans  discharged  under  the 
writ  of  habeas  corpus — and  denied  the  motion.  He 
said  the  question  before  the  court  was  simply  as  to 
the  jurisidiction  of  the  district  court  over  this  subject 
matter.  He  regretted  that  the  case  had  not  been 
held  up  for  further  consideration,  and  that  he  had 
so  little  opportunity  to  examine  the  various  impor- 
tant questions  that  are  involved  in  it,  with  that  tho- 
roughness and  deliberation  that  was  desirable.  He 
regretted  this  the  more,  as  the  case  is  a very  pecu- 
liar and  complicated  one.  It  was  one  also  difficult 
to  be  understood  by  the  public.  He  could  not  be  in- 
sensible to  the  fact  that  the  feelings  of  the  commu- 
nity w'ere  deeply  involved  in  the  question,  and  he 
feared  there  might  be  misapprehensions  of  the  real 
questions  to  be  disposed  of  by  the  court.  It  is  pos- 
sible, he  said,  that  there  rnay  be  some  misrepresen- 
tation. He  would,  therefore,  have  preferred  that 
time  should  have  been  allowed  for  him  to  give  a 
written  opinion.  But  the  counsel  having  thought  it 
advisable— he  did  not  say  it  was  not  excusable — to 
call  upon  the  court  to  dispose  of  the  case  now,  he 
was  compelled,  though  much  against  his  wishes,  to 
dispose  of  it  in  the  best  way  he  could. 

The  question  to  be  decided  now  is  not  as  to  the  ul- 
timate rights  of  either  party — but  it  is,  whether  the 
district  court  can  take  cognizance  of  the  subject 
matter  that  grows  out  of  this  case.  In  order  to  as- 
certain this,  we  must  recur  to  the  law's  ot  the  United 
States.  The  case  has  been  placed  before  the  court 
on  the  abstract  right  of  holding  human  beings  in 
bondage,  or  on  the  general  question  of  slavery.  The 
court  is  not  called  upon  here  to  determine  this  ab- 
stract question.  It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  although  the  term 
slavery  is  not  used,  and  the  laws  of  the  U.  States, 
do  recognize  the  right  of  one  man  to  have  the  con- 
trol of  the  labor  of  another  man.  The  laws  of  the 
country  are  founded  upon  this  principle.  They  re- 
cognise this  kind  of  right.  Whatever  private  mo- 
tives the  court  may  have,  or  whatever  may  be  their 
feelings  on  this  subject,  they  are  not  to  be  brought 
into  view  in  deciding  this  question.  They  must  give 
the  same  construction  to  the  laws  of  the  land,  sitting 
in  this  state,  as  they  would  were  they  sitting  in  Vir- 
ginia. It  is  the  province  and  the  duty  of  the  court 
to  determine  what  the  laws  are,  and  not  what  it 
might  be  desirable  they  should  be.  My  feelings, 
said  judge  Thompson,  are  personally  as  abhorrent 
to  the  system  of  slavery  as  those  of  any  man  here, 
but  I must,  on  my  oath,  pronounce  what  the  laws 
are  on  this  subject.  The  true  question  then,  is,  as 
to  the  law,  and  not  as  to  any  of  the  questions  in- 
volved in  the  case.  The  simple  question  to  deter- 
mine is  as  to  the  right  of  the  district  court  of  Con- 
necticut to  take  cognizance  of  the  matter. 

Under  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  all  seizures 
in  a district  are  to  be  taken  notice  of  in  that  district 
where  the  seizure  is  made.  The  important  question 
is  always  as  to  the  place  of  seizure,  and  the  question 
always  turns  upon’  that.  If  a seizure  is  made  with- 
in the  limits  of  a slate  the  jurisdiction  of  the  district 
court  is  local.  Ffitismade  on  the  high  seas,  any 
district  court  may  take  cognizance  of  the  matter. — 
Where  then  was  the  seizure  made  in  this  case?  It 
seems  to  be  agreed  by  the  counsel  on  both  sides, 
that  the  seizure  was  actually  made  in  the  district  of 
New  York.  If  that  be  the  case,  this  district  court 
has  no  jurisdiction  of  it  whatever.  But  if  the  sei- 
zure was  in  fact  made  on  the  high  seas,  this  district 
court  has  jurisdiction.  Judge  T.  said  he  had  sup- 
posed, at  first,  that  the  seizure  was  in  fact  made  in 
the  district  of  New  York,  hut  when  he  came  to  ex- 
amine the  matter,  he  found  it  was  not  so.  Lieut. 
Gedney,  in  his  libel,  states  no  such  thing.  He  says 


he  was  on  a survey  within  the  state  of  New  York, 
but  he  does  not  say  that  he  actually  discovered  the 
schooner  Amistad  within  that  district,  and  that  he 
made  the  seizure  within  the  district  of  New  York. 
All  the  evidence  before  the  court  is  what  appears  in 
the  libel.  The  vessel.it  seems,  was  taken  off  Mon- 
tauk  Point.  The  grand  jury,  in  their  statement,  say 
it  was  a mile  distant  from  the  shore.  If  this  be 
correct,  it  was  a seizure  upon  the  high  seas,  and 
therefore  the  matter  is  rightfully  before  the  court 
for  this  district. 

In  the  absence  of  absolute  certainty  on  this  point, 
the  court  can  endeavor  to  ascertain,  from  the  best 
evidence  in  their  reach,  by  examining  maps  and 
charts,  the  locality  of  the  place;  and  alter  making 
such  an  examination,  they  are  of  opinion  that  the 
actual  place  of  seizure  does  not  appear  to  be  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  district  court  of  New  York, 
but  upon  the  high  seas.  The  admiralty  jurisdiction 
upon  the  ocean  extends  to  low  water  mark.  Be- 
tween high  and  low  water  mark  there  is  alternate 
jurisdiction  between  the  admiralty  and  common  law 
courts.  In  deciding  then  that  the  seizure  was 
made,  in  the  judgment  of  the  court,  upon  the  high 
seas, — if  either  party  is  dissatisfied,  the  court  can 
institute  inquiry  to  ascertain  the  exact  place,  but 
the  more  regular  course  is  for  the  party  dissatisfied 
to  interpose  a plea  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court, 
and  then  the  district  court  must  institute  an  inquiry 
to  ascertain  where  the  seizure  was  made.  It  is  not 
competent  then,  for  this  court,  at  the  present  time, 
to  say  the  district  court,  has  no  jurisdiction  in  the 
case.  Consequently  this  court  cannot  now  pass 
upon  the  question  as  to  the  property — that  matter 
belongs  to  the  district  court.  Should  either  parly 
be  dissatisfied  with  the  decision  of  that  court,  an 
appeal  can  be  taken  to  the  circuit  court,  and  after- 
wards to  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States. — 
Meantime  the  parties  must  be  put  to  their  pleas  in 
the  district  court,  in  order  that  all  the  facts,  &c. 
may  be  put  upon  record. 

It  has  been  said  this  is  a question  of  liberty,  and 
therefore  that  this  court  ought  to  decide  the  case  in 
a summary  and  prompt  manner.  But,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  court,  this  ought  to  have  no  influence  in 
the  decision.  The  situation  of  the  prisoners  is  such 
that  they  must  be  taken  care  of  by  somebody. — 
They  did  not  come  here  voluntarily.  It  is  not  the 
case,  therefore,  of  persons  coming  here  of  their  own 
accord,  and  being  taken  up  by  other  persons  against 
their  will.  If  the  district  court  has  jurisdiction  of 
the  schooner,  they  have  jurisdiction  of  the  persons 
of  these  Africans,  and  they  are  bound  to  provide  ne- 
cessaries for  them.  They  can  provide  for  them  as 
well  as  any  other  persons.  The  case  seems  to  have 
been  argued  on  the  part  of  the  prisoners’  counsel  as 
if  they  ought  to  be  discharged  if  the  court  has  no 
jurisdiction.  This  is  not  so.  If  it  should  be  decided 
that  the  district  court  here  has  no  jurisdiction,  they 
can  decide  also  that  the  cause  be  transfeired  to  the 
district  court  of  New  York.  The  court  would,  in 
that  case,  send  the  vessel  and  cargo,  and  every  thing 
appertaining,  to  that  court.  The  prisoner  would 
not  be  discharged,  but  sent  also  to  the  district  court 
of  New  York.  No  benefit  would  arise  to  them  in 
being  removed  from  this  to  another  district.  It  is 
therefore  a matter  of  no  consequence  to  the  pjison- 
ers  whether  the  question  is  tried  here  or  in  the  dis- 
trict of  New  York. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  subsequent  proceedings 
in  filing  these  libels  and  claims  here,  were  without 
authority.  But  if  the  case  is  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  district  court,  other  libels  could  be  filed.  It 
is  true  that  if  original  libels  have  been  filed  in  order 
to  bring  the  matter  within  the  jurisdiction  of  this 
court  the  proceedings  rnay  be  irregular.  If  there  is 
any  irregularity  it  can  be  corrected  by  filing  a new 
libel — the  case  being  in  the  possession  of  the  district 
court,  it  is  bound  to  receive  claims  of  any  body. — 
This  court  cannot  decide  whether  these  Spaniards 
have  a right  to  these  persons,  or  whether  they  should 
be  put  in  the  possession  of  the  president  of  the  U. 
States.  These  questions  are  not  now  regularly  be- 
fore the  court.  They  must  come  up  hereafter,  and 
the  court  must  dispose  of  them.  The  courts  of  the 
United  States  have  taken  cognizance  of  cases  anala- 
gous  to  this.  The  question  of  jurisdiction  is  a pre- 
liminary question,  and  the  couit  should  not  decide 
questions  of  abstract  right.  The  courts  of  (he  U. 
States  have  taken  cognizance  of  cases  where  fo- 
reigners claimed  the  persons  of  slaves.  But  this  is 
the  first  instance  where  a writ  of  habeas  corpus  has 
been  applied  for.  It  has  never  been  made  a question 
whether  they  w’ere  instantly  free  on  being  brought 
into  the  United  States.  The  case  of  the  Antelope 
is  directly  in  point.  The  Spanish  and  Portuguese 
consuls  claimed  these  subjects  as  property — the 
couit  said  they  must  show  their  litle. 

There  may  be  an  impression  here,  that  because 
slavery  is  not  tolerated  in  Connecticut,  that  the  right 


of  these  Spaniards  should  not  be  investigated.  The 
court,  however,  must  be  governed  by  the  laws  of 
the  United  States,  and  not  by  the  laws  of  the  state 
of  Connecticut.  Our  form  of  government  recognis- 
ed the  right  to  import  slaves  up  to  the  year  1808.  It 
is  true  the  constitution  does  not  use  that  language, 
but  it  recognises  the  right  to  a certain  period,  and 
declares  that  till  then  it  was  a lawful  importation. 
The  constitution  also  provides  for  the  recovery  of 
persons  that  may  escape  from  one  slate  into  another, 
where  service  is  due.  It  goes  even  beyond  this, 
and  interdicts  the  states  from  passing  laws  that  op- 
pose claimants  from  taking  fugitive  persons  in  the 
free  states.  Should  any  state  pass  such  laws,  they 
would  be  absolutely  void.  We  must  look  at  things 
as  they  are.  The  court  feel  bound,  therefore,  to  say 
that  there  is  no  ground  upon  which  they  can  entertain 
the  motion  under  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus. 

They  fear  that  some  misapprehension  exists  in  the 
public  mind  as  to  the  effect  and  ground  on  which 
the  case  has  been  disposed  of  by  the  grand  jury, 
upon  the  directions  of  the  court.  The  question 
now  disposed  of  has  not  been  effected  by  vs  hat  pre- 
viously took  place.  The  only  matter  settled  pre- 
viously was,  that  there  had  been  no  criminal  offence 
cognizable  by  the  courts  of  the  United  States.  If 
the  ollence  of  murder  has  been  committed  on  board 
a foreign  vessel,  with  a foreign  crew  and  with  foreign 
papers,  this  is  not  an  offence  against  the  laws  of  the 
United  States.  It  is  an  offence  against  the  laws  of 
the  country  to  which  the  vessel  belonged.  The 
courts  of  the  United  States  have,  in  such  cases,  no 
jurisdiction;  but  if  the  offence  be  against  the  laws  of 
nations,  this  couit  would  have  jurisdiction.  A mur- 
der committed,  as  in  the  case  of  the  captain  of  the 
Amistad,  is  not  a crime  against  the  law  of  nations; 
were  the  crime  piracy  even,  it  would  not  be  a crime 
against  the  laws  of  nations,  connected  as  it  is  with 
the  slave  trade. 

The  court  said  that  as  they  perceived  there  were 
note-takers  present,  they  hoped  they  would  be  care- 
ful to  make  a true  representation  of  the  decision. 
The  court  does  not  undertake  to  decide  that  these 
persons  have  no  right  to  their  freedom,  but  leaves 
that  matter  in  litigation  in  the  district  court,  subject 
to  appeal.  And  ior  reasons  assigned  deny  this  mo- 
tion. 

One  of  the  counsel  for  the  prisoners  then  asked 
the  court  if  they  meant  to  express  the  opinion  that  a 
foreigner  coming  here  with  a slave  can  call  upon  the 
United  States  courts  to  enforce  the  claim  of  the  fo- 
reigner to  the  slave.  Judge  Thompson,  in  reply, 
said  he  did  not  wish  to  decide  now  upon  the  abstract 
question.  As  a judge  he  did  not  feel  called  upon  to 
decide  it.  The  court  was  then  adjourned  sine  die. 

The  district  court  was  opened.  The  judge  said 
he  should  direct  that  the  United  States  attorney 
should  repair  to  Montauk  Point,  in  the  revenue  cut- 
ter, with  a gentleman  on  the  other  side,  to  investi- 
gate the  facts,  asceitain  where  the  seizure  was  actu- 
ally made,  &c.  that  the  court  would  be  adjourned  to 
meet  in  this  city  on  the  third  Tuesday  in  November 
next;  and  that  meantime  it  would  be  the  duty  of  the 
marshal  to  see  that  the  prisoners  were  comfortably 
situated,  provided  with  clothes  suited  to  the  season, 
that  they  had  sufficient  food,  medical  attendance,  &c. 
The  court  would,  it  is  presumed,  allow  the  prison- 
ers to  be  discharged  on  giving  bail,  but  as  it  must  be 
on  an  appraisement,  their  counsel  would  not  consent 
to  it.  The  prisoners  will  probably  be  remanded  to 
the  jail  in  New  Haven. 

TOURNAMENT  AT  EGLINTON  CASTLE. 

From  the  London  Court  Journal. 

Eglinton  castle,  August  28th,  1839. 

As  you  are  aware,  I started  from  London  on  Sun- 
day night  by  the  last  Birmingham  train,  and  arrived 
in  Liverpool  by  eight  the  next  morning.  After  loi- 
tering in  this  town  lor  five  hours,  I embarked  on 
board  a steamer  stationed  there  for  the  purpose,  and 
the  mid  day  oT  Tuesday  found  me  in  the  splendid 
castle  of  lord  Eglinton,  from  whom  I received  the 
most  polite  attention,  and  to  whose  unremitting 
kindness  I am  indebted  for  every  opportunity  of 
witnessing  the  details  of  the  tournament,  which  w ill 
commence  at  noon  to-day.  My  next  will  give  you 
full  particulars  of  every  part  of  this  imposing  cere- 
mony; but  meanwhile,  knowing  that  your  publica- 
tion must  go  to  press  immediately  on  the  receipt  of 
this  express,  I must  perforce  confine  myself  to  a 
desciiption  of  the  grand  prepeiations  which  have 
been  made,  in  order  to  give  proper  eclat  to  the  gor- 
geous pageant. 

Lord  Eglinton,  with  great  good  feeling  and  a pro- 
per consideration  (or  the  curiosity  of  the  numbers 
who  have  flocked  to  Irvine  from  every  part  of  the 
surrounding  country,  had  previously  ordered  that 
his  park  gates  should  be  thrown  open  for  the  accom- 
modation of  all  strangers,  desirous  of  w itnessing  the 
interesting  preparations  in  progress.  Very  much  to 
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the  credit  of  the  humbler  classes  of  visitors,  their 
conduct  has  been  unexceptionable,  and  of  a nature 
to  leave  his  lordship  no  reason  to  regret  his  having 
accorded  them  this  privilege. 

Up  to  the  moment  of  commencing  this  letter  the 
following  fashionables  had  arrived: 

Marquis  arid  marchioness  of  Londonderry,  lord 
and  ladv  Seymour,  lord  Seaham,  lady  Frances  Vane, 
hen.  Cecil  Forester,  lord  Archibald  Seymour,  Mr. 
Irvine,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Grant  McDonall,  lord  and  lady 
Charleville,  lord  Tullamore,  Mr.  Purvis,  marquis  of 
Waterford,  lord  George  Beresford,  captain  Fairlie, 
captain  Pettat,  Mr.  Lechmere,  sir  Hugh  Campbell, 
sir  M.  Wallace, sir  W.Dunn,  Mrs.  and  Miss  Upton, 
Mr.  Mrs.  and  Miss  Margesson,  countess  Dowager 
of  I.istowel  and  Miss  Bushe,  Mr.  White,  lady  Ren- 
dlesham  and  the  Misses  Thellusson,  lord  and  lady 
Belhaven,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  Wombwell,  lord  Alford, 
lord  Cmven,  hon.  F.  McDonald,  prince  Louis  Napo- 
leon arid  aides-de-camp,  sir  Charles  Lamb,  lad}' 
Montgomerie  and  Mr.  Lamb,  duke  and  dutchess  of 
Montrose,  lord  Chelsea,  capt.  McDonall,  sir  Fran- 
cis Head,  sir  George  Head,  lord  and  lady  Glenlyon 
and  the  Misses  Murray,  countess  of  Mexborough 
and  lady  Sarah  Saville,  lord  and  lady  Stuart  de 
Rothsay  and  Miss  Stuart,  Mr.  and  lady  Jane  Ha- 
milton, lieutenant  Crawford,  lieut  Gordon,  captain 
Stevenson,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gordon,  lord  Kelbourne, 
col.  Standen,  Mr.  Williamson  and  captain  Cox.  In 
addition  to  these  I may  state  that  among  many 
others  the  earl  and  countess  of  Craven,  the  earl  and 
countess  of  Wilton,  the  marquis  and  marchioness 
of  Abercorn  and  the  hon.  Mr.  Jerningham,  are  ex- 
pected. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  names  of  the  knights, 


esquires,  &c. — , 

Kin°-  of  the  tournament— The  marquis  of  Londonderry 
° Esquires— Colonel  Wood,  Mr.  Irvine. 

ttmtfjittS.  ESQUIRES* 

l Lord  A.  Seymour,  Mr-  Grant, 
Earl  of  Eglinton.  < Mr.  G.  Dundas. 

" ” , Mr.  F. Cavendish 


Marquis  of  Waterford 
Furl  Craven. 


("Sir  C.  Kent,  1VL.  * . , 

( Mr.  L.  Ricardo.  Pages — 
l- ) Lord  John  Beresford,  Mr.  M. 

I White. 

t Hon.  F.  Craven,  hon.  J.  Me- 
) Donald. 


Earl  of  Cassillis. 
Viscount  Alford. 
Viscount  Glenlyon. 
Hon.  capt.  Gage. 

Hon.  Mr.  Jerningham. 
Captain  Fairlie. 

Sir  Fred.  Johnstone. 


t Hon.  M.  Cust,  Mr.  T.  O.  Gas- 
( cogne. 

Sir  £>.  Dundas,  M.  J.  Balfour, 
t Mr.  A.  Murray,  Mr.  J.  Fergu- 
£ son. 

I Captain  Stevenson,  Mr.  G. 
Campbell. 

Captain  Purves,  Mr.  H.  Wil- 
son, capt.  Tettat,  Mr.  Cox. 

S Viscount  Drumlanrig,  hon.  A. 
Viliiers. 


Sir  Francis  Hopkins. 
Captain  Beresford. 

Mr.  Charles  Lamb. 
Mr.  C.  Boothby. 

Mr.  Lechmere. 


t Viscount  Maidstone,  Mr.  Lum- 
( lev. 

Mr.  R.Crauford,  Mr.  J.  Gordon, 

$ Mr.  Corry,  Mr.  J.  Horlock, 
j Mr.  J.  Fane. 


The  duke  of  Beaufort,  sir  Frederick  H.  Bathurst, 
lord  Cranston,  Mr.  Campbell  and  the  hon.  captain 
Maynard,  have  declined. 

From  this  statement  you  will  learn  that  some  few 
of  the  challengers  have  not  made  their  appearance; 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  numbers  of  unchallenged, 
or  rather  of  nun-challengers,  have  signified  then  in- 
tention to  enter  the  lists,  so  that  no  tear  of  plentiful 
sport  need  be  entertained.  The  mode  of  conduct 
to  be  observed  in  the  lists  is  as  follows: 

The  gallants,  having  entered  the  lists,  in  a regu- 
lar and  interesting  order,  each  having  a lady  under 
his  protection,  and  other  preliminary  matters  hav- 
ing been  settled,  are  to  begin  their  courses  subject 
to°the  following  rules:  ...  . 

1.  No  knight  can  be  permitted  to  ride  without 
havino-  on  the  whole  of  his  tilting  pieces. 

2.  No  knight  to  ride  more  than  six  courses  with 
the  same  opponent. 

3.  It  is  expressly  enjoined  by  the  ear!  ol  Eglinton 
and  must  be  distinctly  understood  by  each  knight, 
upon  engaging  to  run  a course,  that  he  is  to  st  1 i Ice 
his  opponent  on  no  other  part  than  the  shield,  and 
that  an  attempt  made  elsewhere,  or  the  lance  bro- 
ken across,  will  be  adjudged  foul,  and  advantages 
in  former  courses  forfeited. 

4.  Lances  of  equal  length,  substance  and  quality, 
as  far  as  can  be  seen,  will  be  delivered  to  each 
knight  and  none  others  will  be  allowed.  Particu- 
lar attention  is  most  earnestly  requested  to  be  paid 
to  this  injunction,  for  the  general  good  and  credit  of 
the  tournament. 

N.  B.  In  default  of  the  lances  being  splintered  in 
any  course,  the  judge  will  decide  lor  the  atteint 
made  nearest  to  the  shield. 

At  the  tournay,  or  barrier,  two  blows  are  to  he 
given  in  passing,  and  ten  at  the  encounter. 


For  the  information  of  your  numerous  readers,  I 
have  extracted  from  an  interesting  work,  entitled 
Tournament,  or  the  Days  of  Chivalry,  the  following 
description  of  an  “esquire”  of  old. 

“At  the  age  14  the  title  of ‘esquire’ was  conferred 
on  the  youthful  aspirant  (to  the  honor  of  chivalry). 
He  was  led  to  the  altar  by  his  lather  and  mother; 
each  carrying  a wax  taper  in  their  hands.  The  of- 
ficiating priest  took  from  the  altar  a sword  and  belt 
which  having  previously  bestowed  his  benediction 
upon  them,  he  tastened  to  the  side  of  the  youth, 
who  from  that  moment  was  authorised  to  carry 
arms.  There  were  several  degrees  of  esquires;  the 
highest  was  that  of  the  body,  or  esquire  of  honor. — 
He  was  in  constant  and  close  attendance  on  his 
master,  especially  in  times  of  danger;  carried  his 
banner  when  he  went  to  battle, and  sounded  his  cry 
at  arms.  His  office  was  to  dress  and  undress  his 
lord,  also  to  assist  him  at  table. 

‘Cursies  he  was  lowly  and  serviceable, 

And  carf  before  his  fader  at  the  table.-’ 

And  besides  ‘singing  and  fluting  all  day,’ we  are 
told  that  an  accomplished  squire 

Could  songs  make,  and  well  indite, 

‘Just  and  eke  dance,  and  well  pourtray  and  write.’ 
Though  this  kind  of  squire,  skilled  in  the  wonders 
of  ‘spelling,  writing  and  arithmetic,’  was  a scarcity, 
to  him  pertained  the  pleasing  duty  of  bearing  the 
frequent  messages  of  love  and  gallantry.  The  man 
also  attended  his  master  to  battle,  guarded  his  pri- 
soners; and  was  allowed  to  be  in  readiness  with  a 
fresh  horse  and  arms  whenever  they  were  needed.” 

The  rules  of  chivalry  define  the  actual  encoun- 
ter thus: 

Actions  worthy  of  honor. 

1.  To  break  the  most  lances. 

2.  To  break  the  lance  in  more  places  than  one. 

3.  Not  to  put  in  rest  until  near  your  opponent. 

4.  To  meet  point  to  point  of  the  lances. 

5.  To  strike  on  the  emblazonment  of  shield. 

6.  To  perform  all  the  determined  courses. 

Actions  most  worthy  of  honor. 

To  brake  the  lance  in  many  pieces. 

Actions  of  dishonor. 

1.  To  break  the  lance  across  the  opponent. 

2.  To  strike  or  hurt  the  horse. 

3.  To  strike  the  saddle. 

4.  To  drop  the  lancer’s  sword. 

5.  To  lose  the  management  of  the  horse  at  the 
encounter. 

6.  To  be  unhorsed — the  greatest  dishonor. 

7.  All  lances  broken  by  striking  below’  the  girdle 
to  be  disallowed. 

Eglinton  castle  is  a massive  square  building  of 
stone  having  a round  tower  at  each  angle,  arid  a 
keep  of  the  same  form,  and  of  large  proportions, 
rising  majestically  from  the  centre  of  the  pile.  The 
parkis  extensive,  beautifully  laid  out,  and  contains 
some  very  fine  beaches,  with  abundance  of  young 
wood  to  fill  up  the  gaps  occasioned  by  decay  of 
time.  The  first  object  that  arrests  attention  on 
nearing  the  castle,  is  the  immense  extent  of  a 
wooden  pavilion  in  progress  of  erection,  to  he  used 
as  a dining  and  ball  room.  This  great  house  is  si- 
tuated immediately  behind  the  castle,  and  is  in  the 
whole  325  feet  long,  168  feet  is  to  be  occupied  as 
the  ball  room,  136  is  the  dining  room,  with  a saloon 
in  tile  centre  of  20  feet.  The  whole  is  to  be  cover 
ed  with  canvass,  made  to  resemble  marquees,  the 
interior  being  decorated  in  the  most  splendid  man- 
ner possible,  and  hung  with  rich  chandeliers.  From 
the  billiard  room  of  the  castle,  the  great  window  of 
which  is  to  be  levelled  with  the  floor  of  this  build- 
ing, the  company  will  walk  into  the  dining  room, 
and  the  deception  will  be  so  complete  that  no  one 
unless  they  knew,  would  ever  suspect  but  that 
these  gorgeous  halls  were  a part  and  parcel  of  the 
castle  itself.  Five  hundred  persons  will  dine  in  this 
temporary  room  with  ease.  Proceeding  onward,, 
and  across  a beautiful  cast  iron  bridge  over  the  Lug- 
ton,  you  at  once  perceive  the  serpentine  wralk,  laid 
off  as  the  route  of  the  knights  and  their  train  from 
the  castle  to  the  tilting  ground,  where  a line  of 
splendid  galleries  are  already  erected. 

Never  since  the  visit  of  George  IV  to  Scotland 
in  1822,  has  any  thing  taken  place  wherein  the  peo- 
ple of  Scotland  have  displayed  so  great  an  interest 
as  at  present,  and,  I am  sure  now,  that  the  earl  of 
Eglinton  is  fairly  engaged  in  getting  up  his  grand 
national  spectacle  for  the  amusement  of  the  public 
— nothing  could  afford  him  more  sincere  pleasure 
than  seeing  it  go  off  well;  and  nothing  being  more 
conducive  to  this  desirable  result  than  fine  weather, 
I trust  the  people  will  not  be  disappointed  in  that. 
During  every  hour  immense  cartloads  of  all  sorts  of 
decorative  finery  are  arriving  at  the  castle,  the 
grounds  around  which  present  a scene  of  bustle, 
with  all  the  various  tradesmen  at  work,  many  of 
whom  are  from  London,  which  is  quite  enlivening. 


Of  course  there  is  no  other  subject  of  conversa- 
tion, go  where  you  will.  Some  who  like  mystery 
affect  to  trace  the  origin  of  this  splendid  pageant  to 
a desire  on  the  part  ot  the  lord  of  the  tournay  to 
offer  a costly  sacrifice  at  the  shrine  of  some  hither- 
to unknown  ladye  fair.  Others  feel  no  surprise 
that  one  descended  from  the  best  blood  of  Norman- 
dy, and  since  intermarried  with  the  royalty  of  Scot- 
land, should  have  bethought  himself  to  revive  the 
manly  amusements  of  his  ancestors,  one  of  whom, 
by  an  unlucky  mischance,  killed  a king  of  France 
in  one  of  the  knightly  encounters  ofthe  olden  time. 
But  I am  inclined  to  suspect  that  the  first  idea  of 
the  tournament  was  given  by  the  casual  observation 
of  two  ladies  in  Scotland  to  lord  Eglinton,  that  such 
a spectacle  would  be  worthy  of  his  name  and  gal- 
lantry, and  that  in  these  apathetic  days  on  which 
we  have  fallen,  there  would  be  something  grand  in 
a representation  of  the  “mimicry  of  noble  war.” 

I was  a good  deal  amused  on  Saturday  last  at  a 
little  village  not  a hundred  miles  from  this,  where  I 
intended  to  go  to  church,  but,  by  mistake,  found  my- 
self in  the  conventicle  ol  some  irregular  sect.  The 
preacher  employed  himself  for  an  honest  three- 
quarters  of  an  hour,  in  endeavoring  to  persuade  his 
hearers  that  to  gratily  their  present  curiosity  by  be- 
ing at  “this  device  of  the  evil  one,”  was  neither 
more  nor  less  than  to  sacrifice  their  hopes  for  here- 
after. It  is  lamentable  to  witness  this  sort  of  fana- 
ticism in  the  present  day;  and  one  longs  to  neutra- 
lize its  effect — if  it  have  any — by  telling  the  good 
people  of  Scotland,  excellent  Protestants  as  they 
are,  that  a similar,  though  probably  more  powerful 
anathema,  rvas  once  launched  against  tournaments 
by  one  of  the  popes — a Clement,  I think,  though, 
at  this  moment  I can’t  recollect  the  number  of  his 
holiness,  on  the  muster  roll.  I suppose  that  from 
those  premises  a modern  juste  milieu  man,  anxious 
to  avoid  the  extremes  of  Protestantism  and  Popery, 
must,  of  necessity,  patronise  the  exhibition;  but  not 
happening  to  bp  of  the  juste  milieu  myself,  I won’t 
be  positive  on  the  point. 

The  following  are  some  particulars  which 
I have  gleaned  regarding  the  dresses  worn  by  various 
classes,  about  the  periods  indicated  by  the  noble 
originator  of  the  tournament.  Chaucer’s  “Tales  in 
the  Pilgrimage  to  Canterbury”  present  a vivid  pic- 
ture of  the  dressps  of  his  age.  His  squire,  in  his 
immortal  tales,  is  described  as  wearing  a short  gown, 
with  “sleeves  long  and  wide.”  His  dress  was  also 
embroidered, 

“As  it  were  a mede, 

Alle  full  of  fresshe  flowers  white  a rede.” 

His  looks 

‘ Were  crull  as  they  were  laid  in  presse.” 

His  yeomen  were  clad  in  “a  cote  and  hoode  of 
grene,”  his  horn  slung  in  a green  baldrick,  a silver 
figure  of  St.  Christopher  was  on  his  breast,  and  a 
gay  handsome  bracer  on  his  arm.  A sword  and 
buckler  hung  on  one  side  of  him,  and  a dagger  on 
the  other;  a sheaf  of  arrows,  with  peacock’s  feathers, 
was  tucked  beneath  his  girdle,  and  he  bore  “a 
mighty  bow”  in  his  hand.  In  the  “Friar’s  Tale,” 
another  yeoman  is  described  wearing  a courlepy  of 
gieen,  and  a hat  with  black  fringes. 

The  franklin  or  country  gentleman,  is  merely 
stated  to  have  worn  an  anclace  or  knife,  and  a gi- 
peire  or  purse  of  silk  hanging  at  his  girdle,  white 
as  inilk. 

The  merchant  is  represented  in  “motley”  (i.  e. 
party  colors),  with  a forked  beard  and  a “Flatindrish 
beaver  hat,”  his  boot  clasped  “fayre  and  felously.” 

The  doctor  of  physic  was  clothed  “in  sanguin  and 
in  perse,”  (i.  e.  purple  and  light  blue),  lined  with 
taffataand  sendal  or  cendal.  In  the  “Testament  of 
Cresseyde,”  Chaucer  speaks  of  a physician  in  a 
scarlet  gown,  and  “furred  well,  as  such  a one  ought 
to  be;”  and  he  may  mean  scarlet  hy  “sanguin,”  as 
scarlet  and  purpled  were  terms  used  indifferently 
one  for  the  other. 

The  strgeant-at  law’s  dress  was  a medley  coat,  ■ 
with  a girdle  of  silk,  ornamented  with  small  bars  or 
stripes  of  different  colors. 

The  reeve  or  steward,  wore  a long  surcoat,  he 
had  a rusty  sword  by  his  side,  his  beard  was  closely 
shaven,  and  his  hair  rounded  at  the  ears  and  decked 
on  the  top  of  the  crown  like  a priest’s. 

The  miller  was  clothed  in  a white  coat  and  a 
blue  hood,  and  was  armed  with  a sword  and  buck- 
ler. His  hose  on  holidays  were  of  red  cloth,  when 
he  also  twisted  the  tippet  of  his  hood  about  his 
head,  a fashion  amongst  the  gallants. 

Hats,  caps  and  high  bonnets  are  worn  as  well  as 
chaperons.  The  latter  have  sometimes  a single 
feather  in  front. 

The  hair  was  worn  long  and  curled  w>ith  great 
care,  as  we  have  already  found  that  of  the  squire 
described.  The  beard  was  forked  and  the  mousta- 
che in  all  knightly  effigies  is  long,  and  drooping  on 
each  side  ol  tiie  mouth  over  the  camail. 
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Having,  fortunately,  a "female  ii ienri  at  court,” 

I am  enabled  to  send  }ou  a description  ol  the  dress- 
es which  will  be  worn  by  Miss  Septon,  (one  of  the 
maids  ol  honor  to  the  queen  of  beauty),  who,  as 
Beatrice  of  Ferrara,  will  appear  in  a robe  of  pink 
gros  de  Naples  of  the  richest  description,  having 
full  trimmings  of  the  same  material,  with  ample 
sleeves,  half  long,  turned  back  with  rich  point  lace 
ruffles  in  the  fashion  of  the  day,  with  ancient  jewel- 
led armlets  and  bracelets;  the  whole  style  of  the 
dress  (in  the  costume  of  Henri  Quatre)  sets  off  the 
wearer  to  great  advantage.  This  lady  has  also  a 
ball  dress  costume  ol  very  rich  white  satin,  with  a 
silver  and  crepe  lisse  trimming,  with  silver  tags, 
the  berthe  and  ruffles  of  rich  point  lace,  the  stoma- 
cher covered  with  silver;  the  head  dress  a golden 
fillet  with  jewels.  Also  a ball  dress  in  the  costume 
of  St.  Louis,  a jacket  of  pale  blue  velvet  lined 
throughout  with  w hite  satin,  close  lilting  at  the 
waist,  embroidered  with  a deep  border  of  silver, 
blue  velvet  open  sleeves  embroidered  in  silver  with 
under  sleeves  of  white  satin,  having  deep  double 
ruffles  of  ancient  point  lace;  an  under  dress  of  rich 
white  satin  with  a gothic  trimming;  the  head  dress, 
a very  small  blue  velvet  cap,  embroidered  in  silver, 
and  attached  to  the  head  with  a silver  arrow.  Last- 
ly, a beautiful  ball  dress  of  crepe  lisse  over  white 
satin,  full  trimmed  with  silver  lace,  over  this  a tunic 
of  crepe  lisse  richly  trimmed  with  silver;  the  head 
dress  and  turban  embroidered  in  gold  ami  imitation 
stones.  This  dress  was  in  the  Greek  costume. 

Several  other  rich  and  beautiful  dresses  will  be 
noticed  as  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  occasion.  One 
lady  has  a very  rich  dress  of  pale  blue  satin,  hav- 
ing a deep  border  of  ancient  point  lace  round  the 
petticoat,  trimmed  with  knots  of  blue  ribbons,  with 
a close-fitting  bodice  and  stomacher  with  point 
lace,  slashed  open  sleeves,  with  very  full  under 
sleeves  of  crepe  lisse  in  (he  costume  of  Rubens. — 
A black  velvet  hat  with  large  Roman  pearls,  point 
lace,  and  plume  of  white  ostrich  feathers;  the  same 
costume. 

Another  will  appear  in  a black  velvet  dress  a.  la 
Marie  Sleuarl,  full  trimmed  with  large  Roman 
pearls,  and  an  ancient  cordelier  of  the  same,  having 
an  under  dress  of  white  satin,  also  full  trimmed 
with  a gothic  bordering,  the  bodice  close  fitting 
with  a full  point  lace  ruff,  the  double  sleeves  of 
black  velvet  lined  with  white  satin,  arid  trimmed 
with  large  Roman  pearls  and  point  lace  ruffles; 
head  dress  corresponding. 

I observe  that  the  “history  of  this  splendid  pa- 
geant is  not  likely  to  be  confined  to  the  columns  of 
the  newspapers.  One  of  your  principal  London 
printsellers  is  down  here,  with  several  artists  and 
many  thousand  prospectuses  announcing  the  im- 
mediate publication  of  an  ‘Illuminated  History  of 
Eglinton  Tournament:’  to  be  enriched  with  splen- 
did embellishments  in  colors  and  gold,  from  draw- 
ings made  on  the  spot.  Lord  Eglinton  has  granted 
every  facility  to  the  artists  who  are  engaged,  arid 
has  subscribed  for  several  of  the  copies  in  gold,  an 
example  which  has  been  extensively  followed  by 
the  nobility  at  the  castle.  The  fortunate  publish- 
ers have  met  with  general  support  in  their  spirited 
undertaking. 

FIRST  DAY’S  PROCEEDINGS. 

At  a late  hour  last  night,  or  rather  at  an  early 
hour  this  morning,  were  received  the  following 
particulars  of  the  first  day’s  proceedings: 

From  an  early  hour  on  Wednesday  morning  peo- 
ple on  horse,  in  vehicle,  and  on  loot,  began  to  move 
in  a perpetual  stream  toward  the  castle.  Unfortu- 
nately, however,  the  day  was  so  exceedingly  wet 
as  considerably  to  impair  the  effect  of  the  pageant 

The  dresses  of  the  gentlemen  not  in  plain  clothes, 
were  chiefly  of  the  15th  and  16th  century,  while 
the  ladies  seemed  generally  to  have  followed  the 
costume  of  the  court  of  the  unfortunate  Mary. 

About  12  o’clock,  a party  of  80  from  Dunoon 
chiefly  composed  of  Glasgow  ladies  and  gentlemen, 
and  headed  by  Mr.  William  Campbell,  walked  into 
one  of  the  stands,  attended  by  a band  of  music. — 
The  Highland  dress  was  rather  prevalent  among 
them;  but  some  very  handsome  costumes  were 
nevertheless  sported  by  the  company. 

The  site  chosen  for  the  tournament  was  a beauti- 
fully situated  piece  of  level  ground,  about  three 
minutes  walk  northeast  of  the  castle,  delightfully 
fringed  with  wood.  The  tilting  yard  was  an  ob- 
long square,  about  650  feet  lone  and  250  wide;  in 
the  centre  was  the  barrier,  a firm  wooden  erection, 
300  feet  long,  and  four  feet  six  inches  in  height. — 
Directly  opposite  the  barrier  was  erected  the  grand 
stand,  a handsome  chaste  erection  in  the  Gothic 
style.  In  the  centre  of  the  grand  stand,  which 
held  about  700,  was  placed -an  elegant  chair  for  the 
“queen  of  love  and  beauty,”  surmounted  by  a gor- 
geous canopy.  On  each  side  of  the  canopy  were 
handsome  pilasters,  gilt,  with  the  cornices  beauti- 


fully carved  and  gilt,  anil  folds  of  blue  silk  hanging 
between  the  pilasters.  The  whole  front  was  deco- 
rated with  gilt  ornaments,  over  a ground  of  crimson 
cloth.  The  seats  were  also  covered  with  crimson. 
The  grand  stand  was  flanked  on  either  side  by  two 
large  stands  for  the  accommodation  of  6U0  persons 
each;  while  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  lists  was 
placed  a small  stand  for  sixty,  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  the  press.  Round  the  lists  stood  the  knight’s 
tents  and  marquees,  covered  with  striped  oil  cloth 
of  various  colors,  according  to  the  tastes  of  the  va- 
rious owners.  At  a short  distance  from  the  barri- 
ers, on  each  side,  were  stances,  containing  the  lan- 
ces for  the  knights,  and  at  one  side  of  the  extremi- 
ties of  the  yard  there  was  placed  upon  a pedestal  1 
the  “quintain,”  a huge  model  of  the  human  figure 
in  wood,  placed  upon  a pivot,  so  as  to  revolve  if 
not  struck  fairly  in  the  centre  of  the  lances  of  the 
knights. 

It  was  announced  that  the  procession  was  to 
leave  Eglinton  castle  at  one  o’clock;  but  it  was 
nearly  two  before  the  whole  could  be  arrayed  in 
proper  order.  When  it  began  to  rain  heavily,  the 
idea  of  the  queen  of  beauty,  (lady  Seymour),  pro- 
ceeded on  horseback,  as  had  been  arranged,  was 
abandoned,  and  her  ladyship,  and  her  attendant 
maid  of  honor  went  to  the  lists  in  carriages. 

Lord  Eglinton,  who  sustained  the  character  of 
“lord  of  the  tournament,”  wore  a splendid  suit  of 
armor,  which  was  covered  with  gold  and  richly 
chased.  His  horse,  which  was  a very  magnificent 
animal,  was  richly  caparisoned  in  cloth  of  blue  and 
gold.  The  noble  earl  seemed  to  take  great  delight 
in  caracoling  round  the  lists,  and  was  received 
every  where  with  cheers.  Lord  Londonderry,  as 
king  of  the  tournament,  wore  a robe  of  black  vel- 
vet over  a lower  dress  of  ermine,  and  his  coronet 
set  with  variegated  plumes.  The  marquis  of  Wa- 
terford who  appeared  as  the  knight  of  the  dragon, 
had  the  oldest  armor  in  the  field,  being  of  the  reign 
of  Richard  III.  It  was  a suit  of  polished  steei, 
fluted.  His  horse  was  caparisoned  in  blue  and 
white.  Lord  Glenlyon,  the  knight  of  Gael,  was 
attended  by  his  Athol  “followers,”  a body  of  men, 
whom  it  would  be  difficult  to  match  in  this  or  any 
other  country'. 

The  tilting  was  then  commenced.  The  first 
knights  who  encountered  each  other  were  “the 
knight  of  the  swan,”  the  honorable  Mr.  Jerning- 
ham,  and  “the  knight  of  the  red  rose,”  J.  R.  Lech- 
mere,  esq.  Having  taken  their  place  at  the  ex- 
treme ends  of  the  barrier,  the  knights  advanced 
upon  each  other,  (one  running  along  each  side  of 
the  barrier),  and  met  near  the  centre,  when  the 
knight  of  the  swan  brought  his  lance  to  bear  upon 
the  helmet  of  his  opponent,  breaking  the  lance  by 
the  stroke.  The  combatants  both  rode  on  to  the 
end  of  the  barrier,  opposite  to  that  from  which 
they  started,  and  again  took  up  their  position,  a 
new  lance  having  been  put  into  Mr.  Jerriingham’s 
hand  by  his  esquire.  A second  rencontre  took 
place  in  the  same  way  as  before,  but  nothing  de- 
cisive occurred;  at  the  end  of  the  barrier  the  armor 
which  covered  the  neck  and  head  of  the  knight  of 
the  swan’s  horse  flew  off  upon  the  ground.  This 
was  the  only  incident  worthy  of  notice  in  the  first 
tilt. 

Next  appeared  the  earl  of  Eglinton,  lord  of  the 
tournament,  and  the  marquis  of  Waterford,  knight 
of  the  dragon.  In  the  first  encounter,  lord  Eglin- 
ton came  tilt  upon  the  shield  of  his  opponent,  but 
without  producing  any  effect.  A second  course 
followed,  when  the  earl  broke  his  lance  over  the 
head  of  the  marquis.  This  ended  the  combat,  the 
earl  of  Eglinton  being  the  victor.  His  lordship, 
attended  bv  his  esquires  and  pages,  then  rode  to 
the  front  of  the  canopy  on  the  grand  stand,  and 
made  a lowly  obeisance  to  the  queen  of  beauty, 
who  kindly  awarded  praises  to  the  “gentle  knight” 
for  his  gallant  conduct. 

The  next  display  wa3  made  by  sir  P.  Hopkins, 
“the  knight  of  the  burning  tower,”  and  Mr.  Lech- 
mere,  “the  knight  of  the  red  rose.”  In  the  first 
encounter,  the  knight  of  the  red  rose  snapped  his 
spear  over  the  helmet  of  his  opponent,  who  rode 
on  scatheless  to  the  end  of  the  barrier.  In  the  se- 
cond course,  the  knight  of  the  burning  tower  per- 
formed what  was  considered  a masterpiece  of  tilt- 
ing, by  dislodging  part  ot  the  helmet  of  Mr.  Lech- 
mere,  and  making  it  spin  high  into  the  air.  A 
third  onset  took  place,  when  sir  P.  Hopkins  broke 
his  lance  over  the  shield  of  Mr.  Lechmere,  and  was 
the  victor.  He  then  made  his  obeisance  to  the 
queen  of  beauty,  and  received  her  acknowledg- 
ments. 

Lord  Glenlyon,  the  knight  of  the  gael,  was  then 
met  by  lord  Alford,  the  “knight  of  the  black  lion.” 
In  the  third  course,  the  knight  of  the  gael  smote 
the  plumes  from  the  helmet  of  the  black  lion;  and 
the  black  lion,  in  return,  broke  his  lance  over  the 
gael.  Lord  Alford  was  the  victor,  and  having  paid 


due  homage  to  the  throne  of  beauty,  was  al-o  re- 
ceived with  a smile,  and  an  acknowledgment  of  his 
gallant  conduct. 

A combat  with  the  two-handed  sword  here  took 
place  between  Mr.  McJan  and  a soldier,  when  Mr. 
McJan  was  declarer!  victor. 

The  fifth  display  of  tilting  brought  once  more 
upon  the  list  the  marquis  of  Waterford  and  lord 
Alford,  when  the  marquis  was  the  victor.  The 
queen  having  awarded  praises  to  the  gallant  knight, 
the  tilting  ended  for  the  day. 

Lady  Seymour  left  the  ground  as  she  had  entered 
it,  in  her  carriage.  The  departure  of  the  queen 
was  a signal  for  the  knights,  See.  also  to  depart. 

The  Irvine  archers  were  in  attendance  at  the 
stand,  during  the  proceedings,  as  guard  to  the 
queen  of  the  tournament.  They  were  very  hand- 
somely dressed  a la  Robin  Hood,  and  presented, 
with  their  bows  and  arrows,  a most  imposing  ap- 
pearance. 

SECOND  DAY — THURSDAY. 

This  was,  or  should  have  been,  the  second  day 
of  the  tournament;  but  the  morning  was  ushered  in 
by  storm,  and  doubt  and  anxiety  pervaded  the 
minds  of  thousands.  Bitter  as  the  rain  was,  and 
wild  the  wind,  numerous  parties  hied  them  to  Eg- 
linton as  a charmed  spot.  Hundreds  of  visiters, 
too,  w'ho  had  been  unable  to  attend  on  the  fust  day, 
came  in  from  a distance,  in  spite  of  wund  and 
weather,  and  among  these  we  notice  numerous  de- 
partures from  Edinburg,  Glasgow,  Dumfries,  &c. 
At  an  early  hour  a rumor  got  abroad,  that  the  work 
of  the  tournament  would  be  entirely  given  up  from 
the  bitterness  of  the  weather,  and  this  impression 
was  afterwards  officially  confirmed  by  an  intimation 
from  lord  Eglinton,  to  the  regret  of  thousands, 
though  all  at  the  same  time  felt  pain  that  his  lord- 
ship  was  likely  to  be  baulked  by  the  elements 
in  giving  a national  treat,  which  the  present  gene- 
ration may  not  view  again.  If  the  strangers  could 
not  see  the  tilting  they  resolved  to  see  the  lilting 
ground,  and  during  the  forenoon,  the  grounds  and 
lists  were  covered  by  some  thousands,  who  feasted 
their  eyes  and  expressed  the  hope  that  a change  of 
w'eather  might  yet  allow  the  tourney  to  be  enacted 
in  proper  style. 

Though  all  regretted  the  event,  as  we  have  said, 
no  one  could  affix  blame;  and  the  result  showed, 
that  causes  to  which  all  human  intentions  and  ac- 
tions sink  into  abject  insignificance,  had  alone  lor 
a time,  clouded  the  expectations  of  the  mass;  for 
the  wish  to  gratify  was  prominentin  every  action  of 
the  lord  of  the  tournament.  About  inid-day  the 
clouds  dispersed,  and  the  sun  showed  his  welcome 
countenance:  thousands,  who  had  till  then  kept 
their  chambers,  were  invited  out,  and  at  two 
o’clock,  the  grounds  of  Eglinton  were  nearly  as 
much  crowded  as  before.  All  this  was  cheering, 
and,  no  doubt,  his  lordship  felt  that  a certain  degree 
of  responsibility  attached  to  him  in  bringing  from 
their  homes,  near  at  hand  and  far  away,  legions  of 
merchants,  tradesmen,  shopkeepers,  and  indeed 
every  class  of  the  community,  and  that  it  was  his 
duty  to  gratify  them  by  hook  or  by  crook.  The 
willing  mind  can  compass  much,  and  at  once,  his 
lordship  resolved,  that  the  two  day  tourney  should 
take  place,  come  what  may,  and  Frida}',  (this  day) 
at  one  o’clock,  was  fixed  for  the  completion  of  the 
tournament,  and,  from  the  appearance  of  the  wea- 
ther at  the  time  we  are  writing,  we  indulge  the 
hope,  that  the  spectacle  will  come  on  in  very  differ- 
ent style  from  the  performances  of  the  unfortunate 
Wednesday. 

Active  and  energetic  measures  were  immediately 
taken  to  counteract  and  nullify  the  effect  of  the 
previous  announcement,  and  the  news  that  Friday 
would  give  a tournament  flew  with  the  rapidity  of 
(he  “fiery  cross  of  other  days.”  Lord  Eglinton 
himself  mounted  horse,  gallopped  over  the  princi- 
pal part  of  his  grounds  and  out  of  them,  announc- 
ing to  every  party  whom  he  encountered,  whether 
amounting  lo  two  or  twenty,  that  “there  will  be  a 
tournament  to-morrow  at  one  o’clock.”  The  an- 
nouncement was  every  where  received  with  glad- 
ness; and  it  is  our  impression,  that  within  an  hour 
after  the  resolution  was  formed,  the  news  was  in 
the  possession  of  twenty  thousand  people,  and 
numberless  persons  who  had  placed  themselves 
undpr  sailing  orders,  countermanded  their  inten- 
tions, and  “resolved  to  be  there  to  see.”  The  hand 
of  the  78th  was  brought  to  the  lawn  before  the  cas- 
tle, and  played  many  spirit-stirring  airs,  while  all 
assumed  the  appearance  of  gladness. 

Within  the  castle  the  excitement  wa3  not  less. — 
The  armour  had  been  earl}'  removed  to  the  ban- 
quet hall,  where  the  rust  which  the  previous  day 
had  attached  to  it  was  removed  and  all  was  placed 
in  readiness  for  another  bout.  In  this  room  we  had 
an  opportunity  for  inspecting  the  gear  in  which  the 
various  knights  had  appeared  on  the  preceding  day. 
From  the  weight  of  the  detached  pieces,  the  entire 
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suit  must  have  been  so  heavy  that  our  wonder 
grows  bow  the  knights  were  able  not  only  to  sup- 
port them,  but  to  preserve  their  agility;  and  that 
cool,  though  active  exertion  which  the  practice  of 
the  lists  requires.  Their  armor  is  not  holyday  tin- 
sel fabrication,  but  in  a true  aad  bona  fide  sense, 
has  braced  the  persons  of  knights  when  tourna- 
ments were  in  fashion,  and  periodically  practised 
by  the  noble  and  princely.  Some  of  it  is  as  vener- 
able as  the  days  of  Richard  II,  and  none  is  more 
modern  than  the  time  of  Queen  Elizabeth.  All  in 
fact,  that  the  moderns  have  done  is  patching  or  re- 
paring the  rents  which  time  may  have  left  open; 
but,  on  thewhole,  the  various  plates  and  pieces  com- 
posing the  suit,  were  firm  and  substantial,  and 
showed  little  marks  of  decay.  It  has  taken  a long 
time  to  make  the  collection  which  is  now  atEglin- 
ton  castle,  and  we  have  reason  to  know  that  in- 
dependently of  what  has  been  gathered  in  Eng- 
land, extensive  purchases  have  been  made  on  the 
continent — at  Liege,  in  Spain,  Italy  and  elsewhere. 

As  the  day  brightened,  various  members  of  the 
company  in  the  castle  repaired  to  the  ball-room  for 
a lounge  or  promenade,  and  it  soon  became  a cen- 
tre of  attraction  from  the  beautiful  forms  who,  fora 
space  enlightened  it  by  their  presence.  Whatever 
might  be  the  state  of  the  weather,  it  is  not  to  be 
supposed  that  tedium  could  afflict  the  company;  for 
doubtless  there  were  many  present  who  like,  Chau- 
cer’s squire, 

“Could  songs  make  and  well  indite, 

Just,  and  eke  dance,  and  welipourtray  and  write.’’ 
and  no  doubt  they  lent  their  powers  to  enliven  with- 
in doors,  when  exercise  or  enjoyment  was  a lime 
denied  without.  Some  animating  work,  however, 
went  ori  in  the  ball-room,  and  not  the  least  exciting 
wras  a series  of  tilts  on  foot,  made  by  Prince  Louis 
Napoleon  and  Mr.  Lamb,  who  were  both  in  armour, 
and  between  whom  the  mimic  course  wa3  run  with 
much  spirit.  At  the  same  time,  every  exertion  was 
made  to  banish  moisture  from  the  ball-room,  in 
which  it  had  been  arranged  that  a glittering  throng 
would  assemble  the  same  evening,  and  make  up  for 
the  intermission  of  Wednesday. 

THIRD  DAY — FRIDAY. 

From  the  Glasgow  Courier  of  Saturday. 

Streaks  of  azure,  far  above  the  rising  clouds,  gave 
token  that  the  heavy  vapors  were  dispelling  before 
the  rays  of  the  advancing  sun.  By  midday  the 
vault  of  heaven  never  looked  more  lovely.  The 
orb  of  day  had  now  bedecked,  in  golden  lustre, 
every  object  in  nature,  inspiring  joy  and  gladness 
in  the  hearts  of  all  around.  Now  did  we  look  for 
the  bustle  and  splendor  of  tournament  as  in  the 
olden  time,  and  we  were  not  disappointed.  Irvine 
was  all  agog,  as  if  weakened  from  a drowsy  slum- 
ber to  active  and  cheerful  duty.— Innkeepers  and 
hostlers,  grooms  and  waiters,  were  hurrying — 
coaches,  cab3  and  carts  were  in  requisition  on  all 
hands— strangers  poured  into  the  town,  and  stream- 
ed in  hundreds  along  the  level  road  to  Eglinton 
castle.  From  Kilmarnock,  Ayr  and  the  neigbor- 
ing  towns,  came  rich  merchants  and  nobles,  lolling 
in  their  carriages.  The  farmers  from  Garrick,  Kyle 
and  Cunninghame,  and  the  furthy  landlords  from 
villages  deserted  by  the  inhabitants,  drove  forward 
in  carts,  their  horses  decorated  with  flowers  and 
bushes,  while  laughing  Scotch  girls,  the  muslin- 
sewmrs  of  Kilwinning,  Dairy  and  the  districts  ad- 
jacent, threaded  along  barefoot,  their  shoes  and  re- 
freshments bundled  in  their  napkins  or  plaids. 

‘‘When  jostling  forward  on  the  western  road, 

Ru-h’d  on  the  folk  in  fitful  whirling  steam, 

So  num’rous,  that  th’  approaches,  long  and  broad, 

One  waving  field  of  gowns  and  boat  tails  seem. 

The  fat  man  puffing  goes,  oppressed  with  load 

Of  cumbrous  flesh  and  corpulence  extreme; 

The  lean  man  bounds  along,  and  with  his  toes 
Smite  on  the  fat  man’s  heels,  that  slow  before  him  goes.’’ 

A sturdy  band  of  cotters  and  laborers  on  the  es- 
tate of  Coilslield,  “the  Castle  o’  Montgomery,” 
had  arrived,  each  attired  in  bonnet  and  plaid,  in  the 
old  Scotch  fashion,  and  these  walked  up  to  the 
grounds  in  order,  headed  by  the  gardener,  and  the 
miller,  dusty  as  ever  miller  was  seen,  brought  up 
the  rear.  As  the  tournay  at  this  time  was  expected, 
the  anxiety  to  obtain  places  on  the  ground  was  at 
its  highest  pitch.  The  lists  presented  a scene  of 
dazzling  splendor;  the  grand  stand  was  occupied  as 
before,  and  the  general  effect  of  the  lovely  faces  and 
gay  costumes  was  so  much  heightened  as  to  attract 
attention  from  almost  every  other  object. 

The  procession  moved  in  nearly  the  same  order 
as  on  the  first  day.  The  queen  of  beauty  and  her 
guard  of  lady  archers  in  green  velvet  dresses,  trim- 
med with  ermine,  now  rode  their  palfreys.  The 
queen  herself  wore  a coronet  and  caul  of  gold  net- 
work richly  gilt,  over  the  neck  and  breast,  a crim- 
son robe  trimmed  with  ermine,  and  richly  embroi- 
dered gauntlets;  Miss  McDonald,  lady  in  waiting  on 
the  queen,  wore  a rich  crimson  and  black  velvet 


dress,  trimmed  with  ermine,  which  was  much  prais- 
ed; Lady  Montgomery  was  attired  in  black  velvet 
dress  richly  trimmed  with  gold.  The  countess  of 
Mexborough  wore  an  eastern  costume,  which  at- 
tracted much  attention,  as  did  also  a very  handsome 
dress  worn  by  Miss  Stuart  De  Rothsay.  Among 
the  knights  the  marquis  of  Waterford  had  the  best 
turn  out.  In  his  retainers  were  lord  Ingestrie,  as  a 
Turkish  doctor,  in  a dress  of  damask  Turkish  silk, 
bare  heels,  and  yellow  slippers,  cap  of  grey  tartan; 
his  beard  grisly,  in  keeping  with  the  character. 
The  pope,  or  holy  friar,  and  Irish  gentleman — one 
of  the  best  characters  present — was  in  a dress  of 
brown  serge,  and  bore  huge  keys,  cross,  beads, 
bells,  a book,  and  large  candle,  the  instruments  of 
excommunication  in  the  Popish  church.  The 
“Pope”  was  at  the  head  of  lord  Waterford’s 
procession,  and  was  followed  by  a Highland  chief- 
tain, Mr.  Thomas  Price,  in  a dress  of  black  and 
white,  trimmed  with  silver. 

The  esquires  of  the  marquis  were  lord  John  Be- 
resford,  sir  Charles  Kent,  Mr.  Mark  Whyte,  cap- 
tain Lumley,  captain  Lewis  Ricardo,  Mr.  Maid- 
stone and  Mr.J.  W.  Beresford;  and  the  ministrels 
were  an  Irish  piper  and  harper.  Sir  Charles  Lamb 
wore  a lovely  green  dress  of  an  ancient  figure.  Mr. 
Gilmour  had  a beautiful  green  velvet  surcoat,  trim- 
med with  sable,  long  black  boots  of  the  old  fashion, 
and  a cap  of  black  velvet,  a gilt  dagger  in  front, 
with  ivory  handle.  To  describe  the  dresses  parti- 
cularly would  occupy  a greater  space  than  we  are 
prepared  for;  let  it  suffice  to  say,  that  all  the  fancy 
dresses  were  of  the  richest  description,  and  seemed 
to  have  suffered  little  by  the  inclemency  of  the 
weather  on  Wednesday.  The  tilting  went  on  with 
great  spirit,  and  there  was  a splendid  ball  in  the 
castle  in  the  evening. 

LETTER  OF  S.  S.  PRENTISS,  OF  MISS. 

ACCEPTING  THE  NOMINATION  FOR  D.  S.  S. 

Vicksburg , August  10,  1S39. 

Gentlemen:  I have  been  honored  by  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  letter  of  the  29th  of  June,  transmit- 
ting to  me  a copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  whigs 
of  Madison  county,  at  a public  meeting  held  by 
them  “for  the  purpose  of  recommending  a candi- 
date to  succeed  the  hon.  R.  J.  Walker  in  the  senate 
of  the  United  States.” 

My  own  nomination  for  that  office  of  high  honor 
and  trust  was  entirely  unexpected,  and  at  once  gra- 
tified and  perplexed  me.  I am  not  insensible  to 
that  ambition  which  seeks  (he  good  opinion  of 
others,  and  is  gratified  by  its  exhibition,  even  when 
colored  by  kind  partiality  and  friendly  prejudice. 
That  the  whigs  of  Madison  deem  me  worthy  of  oc- 
cupying a seat  in  the  highest  deliberative  body  on 
earth  has  not  failed  to  awaken  the  most  grateful 
emotions.  But  I was  perplexed  as  to  the  course 
proper  for  me  to  pursue.  I had  never  indulged  the 
vanity  of  supposing  that  my  services  could  be  of 
sufficient  importance  to  require  my  continuance  in 
political  life  any  longer  than  my  inclinations  prompt- 
ed. Accordingly,  after  mature  reflection,  I had 
long  since  determined  to  abandon,  at  the  earliest 
opportunity,  all  participation,  except  as  a private 
citizen,  in  political  affairs;  in  the  conduct  of  which 
even  my  limited  observation  had  discovered  imbecil- 
ity too  frequently  pass  for  capacity,  hypocrisy  for 
candor,  and  cold  hearted  selfishness  for  ardent  and 
disinterested  patriotism.  Political  science  has  be- 
come, for  the  most  part,  the  science  of  deception. 
Not  only  are  the  dictates  of  reason  and  experience 
set  at  naught,  but  facts  themselves  are  defied. 
Physical  truths,  no  less  than  moral,  which  have  for 
| ages  been  considered  impregnable,  fall  like  belea- 
I guered  cities  before  the  cunning  devices  of  modern 
political  warfare.  The  mausoleum  of  history  af- 
! fords  no  protection  for  the  remains  of  the  past. 
Political  sorcery  evokes  from  them  foul  spirits  which 
never  actuated  or  controlled  their  existence;  and 
the  events  of  a former  age  are  compelled  to  bear 
false  witness  before  the  present.  What  happened 
yesterday  i3  denied  to-day,  and  plain  modest  truth  is 
stared  out  of  countenance  by  audacious  mendaci- 
ty. The  conclusion,  therefore,  is  not  to  be  won- 
dered at,  that,  in  these  dark  and  corrupt  times, 
private  happiness  and  public  service  are  incompa- 
tible. 

Both  inclination  and  private  interest  forbade  me 
to  abandon  my  cherished  and  rapidly  maturing 
plans  of  future  life,  and  admonished  me  of  the  rash- 
ness of  again  plunging  among  the  wild  breakers  of 
public  opinion,  where  the  barque  that  moves 
straightforward  is  almost  sure  to  be  swamped, 
while  the  tacking  and  veering  craft,  by  adapting  it- 
self to  each  sudden  change  of  wind  and  wave,  gains 
the  port  in  safety.  On  the  other  hand,  I could  not 
forget  the  obligations  which  bind  me  to  our  beloved 
state— obligations  that  shall  never  call  upon  me  in 
vain,  when  they  point  out  a made  by  which  I can 
liquidate  any  portion  of  the  heavy  claim  Missis- 


sippi justly  holds  against  me.  Neither  was  I re- 
gardless ot  the  gratitude  due  to  the  whigs  for  the 
bold,  untiring,  and  successful  warfare  which  they 
have  waged  against  the  party  in  power — a party 
under  the  baneful  influence  of  whose  destructive 
theories  and  corrupt  practices  the  prosperity  of  this 
great  nation  has  withered  and  died.  Above  all,  I 
remembered  with  pride  and  exultation  that  the 
whigs  of  Mississippi  had  preserved  the  honor  of 
the  state,  when  the  opposite  party,  Esau  like,  was 
bargaining  it  away  for  a mess  of  political  pottage. 
They,  and  they  alone,  are  entitled  to  the  immortal 
praise  of  having  warded  off  the  first  traitorous  blow 
aimed  at  the  elective  franchise.  It  was  beneath 
their  stern  reproof  that  the  servile  tools  of  the 
president  shrunk  abashed,  and  it  was  upon  their 
mandate  they  surrendered  the  rich  jewel  they  had 
stolen. 

Me  the  whigs  have  already  honored  far  beyond 
my  humble  deserts;  and,  in  retiring  from  political 
contests,  I did  not  doubt  that  I should  be  succeeded 
by  those  who  would,  with  equal  zeal  and  ampler 
capacity,  fight  the  great  battle  of  principle. 

I hesitated,  therefore,  on  receiving  your  commu- 
nication, not  from  any  question  of  my  duty  in  sa- 
crificing private  and  personal  considerations  to  the 
success  of  the  good  cause,  but  from  fears  lest  the 
partialities  of  my  friends  in  Madison  had  betrayed 
them  into  an  injudicious  selection.  From  the  sub- 
sequent action  of  the  whigs  in  other  parts  of  the 
state,  however,  I have  been  forced  to  the  conclusion 
that,  whether  judiciously  or  not,  they  are  desirous 
of  placing  me  in  nomination.  Being  convinced  of 
the  fact  from  the  proceedings  of  various  public 
meetings,  as  well  as  the  general  expression  of  the 
whig  press,  I do  not  hesitate  any  longer  in  placing 
myself  in  the  hands  of  our  political  friends,  with 
the  distinct  understanding,  that,  inasmuch  as  I ac- 
ceede  to  their  wishes,  not  from  motives  of  person- 
al aggrandizement,  but  from  a sincere  desire  to  do 
my  duty  to  the  country,  so  my  name  shall  at  once 
be  withdrawn  from  nomination,  should  subsequent 
observation  indicate,  as  it  very  probably  will,  some 
more  appropriate  candidate. 

The  reasonable  liscence  of  an  epistle  will  hardly 
admit  of  an  extended  exposition  of  political  doc- 
trines, nor,  indeed,  do  I consider  it  the  most  desira- 
ble channel  for  their  inculcation.  Neither  do  I 
deem  it  requisite  for  me,  on  the  present  occasion,  to 
go  into  any  labored  disquisition  upon  subjects  which 
I have  had  the  good  fortune  to  discuss  before  the 
people  at  large,  in  almost  every  county  of  the  state. 
I need  only  say  that  my  opinions  in  relation  to  the 
present  administration  and  its  measures  have  been 
greatly  fortified  by  the  observation  and  experience 
of  the  last  year.  The  developments  which  have 
been  made  in  relation  to  the  conduct  of  the  finan- 
cial affairs  of  the  government  have  astonished  and 
shocked  the  whole  nation.  It  is  now  a matter  not  of 
mere  surmise  or  partisan  invective,  but  ot  solemn 
demonstration,  based  upon  admitted  and  undeniable 
facts,  investigated,  vouched  for,  and  published  un- 
der the  deliberate  sanction  of  the  popular  branch  of 
congress,  that  the  treasury  department  is  rotten  to 
the  core;  that  it  is  but  the  pander  to  the  executive 
power,  and  exercises  its  high  functions,  not  lor  the 
good  of  the  country,  but  of  party — -not  honesty, 
for  the  general  welfare,  hut  wickedly  and  corrupt- 
ly for  the  most  sinister  purposes.  Since  Mr.  Van 
Buren  ascended  the  chair  of  state,  it  has  exhibited 
a system  of  peculation  and  connivance  unprece- 
dented in  any  government.  The  correspondence 
between  its  chief  and  his  subordinates  is  offensive 
to  the  moral  sense,  and  insulting  to  the  intelligence 
of  the  people.  Its  open  and  unblushing  profliga- 
cy would  have  shocked  even  the  loose  notions  of 
that  most  venal  of  ministers,  sir  Robert  Walpole, 
whose  political  maxim  was  “that  every  man  has 
his  price.”  Corruption  has  been  traced,  not  merely 
to  the  doors,  but  into  the  very  recesses  of  the  tem- 
ple. By  the  foot-prints  upon  the  floor  we  have  dis- 
covered, as  did  the  Chaldeans  of  old,  that  the  rich 
offerings  laid  by  the  people  upon  the  shrine  have 
been  carried  away  and  consumed,  not  by  the  god, 
but  by  th e juggling  priests. 

Under  ordinary  circumstances,  and  in  ordinajy 
times,  the  developements  to  which  I allude  would 
have  prostrated  any  administration,  however  pow- 
ful.  Unfortunately  the  deep  distress  which  has 
pervaded  the  country,  and  spread  dismay  and  ruin 
through  all  the  avenues  of  business,  has,  some  de- 
gree, withdrawn  the  eyes  of  the  people  from  these 
great  enormities,  and  directed  them  with  melan- 
choly earnestness,  to  their  own  private  sufferings. 
Thus  the  rude  blow  which  the  robber  bestows 
with  one  hand  diverts  the  attention  for  a moment 
from  the  theft  he  is  committing  with  the  other. 

But  corruption  is  by  no  means  the  only  remarka- 
ble characteristic  of  the  party  in  power.  Out  of 
the  very  ruin  its  measures  have  brought  upon  the 
country  does  it  contrive  to  extract  political  capital. 
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With  unblushing  effrontery  its  partisans  assert  that 
it  is  not  accountable  lor  the  results  of  its  own  action; 
that  the  distresses  of  the  country  have  been  pro- 
duced by  the  operation  of  whig  principles,  and  all 
the  responsibility  lies  at  the  door  of  the  opposition. 
The  unfortunate  patient,  who,  from  a state  of  per- 
fect health,  has  been  reduced  by  the  nostrums  of 
the  quack  to  the  point  of  death,  is  gravely  told  by 
the  ignorant  pretender  that  his  miserable  condition  is 
not  owing  to  the  nauseous  doses  he  has  taken,  but  is 
entirely  attributable  to  his  former  physician,  whose 
prescription  he  has  discarded  for  years.  A grosser 
insult  was  never  offered  to  the  good  sense  ol  an  in- 
telligent people. 

The  party  in  povver  is  solely  responsible  for  the 
sufferings  under  which  the  country  is  still  laboring. 
Its  mad  and  licentious  schemes  destroyed  the  best 
currency  in  the  world,  and  gave  us,  instead,  the 
present  bloated  miserable  system,  whose  sickly  and 
convulsive  action  impedes  eveiy  step  of  enterprise, 
and  paralyzes  the  hand  of  industry.  One  of  those 
schemes  has  been  a systematic  and  diabolical  at- 
tempt to  destroy  all  confidence,  public  or  private. 
The  vilest  slanders  against  the  institutions  and  ca- 
pacities of  the  country  have  been  every  where  pro- 
mulgated, until  the  lowering  eye  of  distrustful  sus- 
picion' is  glaring  with  baneful  influence  over  the 
whole  land.  Credit,  the  child  of  confidence  and 
the  nurse  of  enterprise,  has  shared  the  fate  of  its 
parent.  The  currents  ot  business  have  been  rudely 
diverted,  and  now  creep  lazily  along  through  chok- 
ed and  tortuous  channels. 

During  the  existence  of  a United  States  Bank, 
the  mixed  currency  of  paper  and  precious  metals 
performed  to  admiration  all  its  appropriate  func- 
tions. At  present  it  is  totally  inadequate  to  the 
fulfilment  of  its  duty  as  a medium  of  domestic  com- 
merce, or  for  the  transactions  of  the  most  ordinary 
affairs  of  business. 

When  gen.  Jackson  determined  upon  the  de- 
struction of  that  bank,  he  did  not,  nor  did  his  par- 
tisans, then  deny  that  it  afforded  a sound  circulat- 
ing medium,  and  constituted  a cheap  and  efficient 
channel  through  which  to  conduct  the  exchanges 
of  the  country.  He  promised,  however,  that  all 
these  functions  could  be  as  well  fulfilled  by  the 
state  banks,  which  he  said  were  entirely  adequate 
to  that  purpose.  He  proposed  to  dispense  with 
this  great  wheel  on  the  express  ground  that  it 
added  neither  power  nor  certainty  to  the  machine — 
that  the  system  was  perfect  without  it.  Experience 
has  exposed,  what  reason  strove  in  vain  to  do,  the 
utter  fallacy  of  gen.  Jackson’s  views  on  this  sub- 
ject. It  was  always  strenuously  opposed  by  the 
whigs,  and  is  at  length  entirely  abandoned  by  the 
other  party.  The  whigs  predicted  that  in  the  ab- 
sence of  a national  bank  each  state  would  endeavor, 
through  its  own  incorporations,  to  seize  the  largest 
control  of  the  currency;  and  thus  a great  number 
of  weak  and  jealous  systems  would  be  thrown  into 
rude  collision,  and  the  common  good  of  the  people 
entirely  lost  sight  of  in  the  clashing  interests  of 
a thousand  institutions,  mutually  hostile  to  each 
other,  incapable  of  aggregate  action,  and  indivi- 
dually incompetent  for  any  but  local  purposes. 

Our  predictions  have  been  verified  to  the  letter. 
So  far  the  state  bank  system  has  proved  a failure. 

All  now  admit  its  total  incompetency,  under  its 
present  organization  and  mode  of  operation,  for 
furnishing  a sound  and  uniform  currency,  or  for 
carrying  on  the  exchanges  of  the  country. 

But  its  original  advocates  as  a national  system, 
instead  of  honestly  acknowledging  their  error,  and 
returning  with  us  to  the  excellent  path  from  whence 
in  an  evil  hour  they  strayed,  with  their  character- 
istic modesty,  deny  that  they  ever  advocated  the 
system,  and  not  only  repudiate  their  own  paternity, 
but  boldly  lay  their  illegitimate  offspiing  at  the 
door  of  the  whigs. 

In  other  countries  ministers  are  responsible  for 
measures,  and  upon  their  success  depends  the  sta- 
bility of  the  administration.  Here  it  seems  those 
out  of  power  are  held  amenable  for  the  malprac- 
tices and  failures  of  those  who  wield  it;  and  we 
are  charged  not  only  with  their  unwise  acts,  but 
with  their  worn  out  and  discarded  opinions.  At 
all  events,  both  parties  acknowledge  the  inefficiency 
of  the  presentsystem,  and  the  necessity  of  a change. 
The  party  in  power  clearly  indicates  its  intention 
to  wage  a war  of  extermination  against  its  old  al- 
lies, the  state  banks,  and  aims  at  the  esrablishment 
upon  their  ruins  of  the  sub-treasury  system.  In 
our  own  state  this  is  openly  avowed.  Taking  ad- 
vantage of  the  well-founded  indignation  of  the  peo- 
ple against  the  miserable  system,  which  they  them- 
selves fostered  into  existence,  and  which  is  now 
pressing  like  an  incubus  upon  the  state,  the  friends 
of  the  administration  have  long  since  commenced 
a fierce  crusade  against  all  sorts  of  banking,  state 
or  national.  All  bank  paper  currency  is  repudiat- 
ed by  them,  and  banks,  no  matter  how  honestly  con- 


ducted, denounced  in  the  most  unmeasured  terms, 
not  only  as  anti-republican,  but  also,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  one  of  their  distinguished  leaders,  as  aim- 
ing “a  fatal  blow  at  piivate  morality  and  at  public 
virtue,  and,  as  a consequence,  destructive  of  all 
pure  and  sincere  religion.” 

On  the  other  hand,  the  whigs  are  desirous  of  re- 
forming, not  of  destroying,  the  paper  money  system. 
They  believe  the  plan  of  an  exclusive  gold  and 
silver  currency  not  only  absurd,  but  in  this  country 
impracticable.  They  advocate  a mixed  currency 
of  coin  and  bank  paper  convertible  into  coin  at  the 
will  of  the  holder.  They  believe  the  present  state 
bank  system  incapable  of  producing  such  a result; 
but,  in  conjunction  with  a United  States  Bank, 
they  know  its  entire  competency  for  the  purpose. 

The  whigs  are,  therefore,  in  favor  of  establishing 
a national  bank,  independent  of  executive  influ- 
ence, but  under  strict  accountability  to  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people.  They  are  in  favor  of  such 
an  institution  simply  because  they  see  no  other 
mode  of  attaining  their  object,  which  is  a sound 
and  uniform  currency. 

The  sub-treasury  scheme,  which  is  set  up  as  the 
antagonist  of  the  United  States  Bank,  does  not 
even  propose  to  produce  such  a result,  but  modest- 
ly assumes  its  sole  functions  to  be,  the  collection  and 
disbursement  of  the  public  revenues. 

If  this  be  the  extent  of  the  measure,  its  adoption 
by  no  means  dispenses  with  the  necessity  of  a 
national  bank,  for  the  collection  and  disbursement 
of  the  revenues  would  constitute  but  a small  por- 
tion of  the  functions  of  such  an  institution.  If,  on 
the  other  hand,  it  is  intended,  as  it  doubtless  is, 
that  the  sub-treasury  shall  furnish  a papercurrency, 
in  the  shape  of  its  drafts  and  checks,  then  it  will 
constitute,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  a govern- 
ment bank,  under  the  control  of  the  executive; 
what  the  whigs  of  all  things  most  fear  and  abhor. 

I am  therefore  opposed  to  the  sub-treasury  scheme, 
not  only  on  account  of  its  intrinsic  and  essential  de- 
fects as  a financial  system,  but  also  because  it  pro- 
poses, in  its  selfish  policy,  to  protect  the  govern- 
ment and  not  the  people,  and  professes  to  confine 
its  benefits  entirely  to  the  former. 

I believe  the  people  of  the  United  States  require 
and  are  entitled,  from  some  source,  to  a good,  sound 
and  convenient  currency.  I do  not  believe  gold  arid 
silver  alone  can  furnish  it.  I no  not  believe  the 
state  banks  alone  can  furnish  it.  I do  believe  the 
object  can  be  accomplished  by  the  charter  of  a na- 
tional bank,  and  that  congress  has  the  constitutional 
power  to  grant  such  a charter.  Sooner  or  later,  the 
people  will  compel  them  to  do  it.  The  present  sys- 
tem of  things  cannot  be  submitted  to  much  longer. 
Tirades  against  banks  and  credit  may  for  a moment 
tickle  theear,  but  they  afford  no  relief  to  the  suf- 
ferings of  an  outraged  and  betrayed  community. 
The  people  have  been  waiting  long  enough  for  re- 
lief from  the  measures  of  the  dominant  party.  They 
are  now  looking  in  another  quarter.  They  demand 
some  better  argument  against  a national  batik  than 
the  pious  apprehensions  of  the  advocates  of  the 
sub-treasury;  and  a better  model  for  the  conduct  of 
their  affairs,  than  the  Island  of  Cuba,  that  colonial 
vassal  of  the  worst  governed  nation  on  the  earth. 

It  is  in  vain  to  talk,  even  if  the  thing  were  de- 
sirable, of  eradicating  all  the  state  banks;  it  could 
be  elfeeted  only  by  a surrender,  on  the  part  of  all 
the  states,  of  the  power  to  charter  such  institutions. 
To  suppose  this  surrender  will  be  made,  is  absurd. 
Even  should  it  be,  the  present  generation  could  not 
attain  the  proposed  object.  The  larger  portion  of 
the  banks  now  in  existence  in  the  United  States  are 
protected  by  the  sanctity  of  contract  and  shielded  by 
the  strong  arm  of  the  constitution.  A majority  of 
them  cannot  be  got  rid  of  without  their  own  con- 
sent, unless  the  people  see  fit  to  follow  the  ad- 
vice of  certain  desperate  and  miserable  partisans  of 
the  administration,  and  suppress  them  by  physical 
force. 

I do  not  apprehend  that  my  countrymen  will  fol- 
low such  wicked  counsel.  I take  it  then  for  grant- 
ed that  in  some  shape  or  other  the  banking  system 
will  continue  to  exist,  at  least  during  our  genera- 
tion. This  being  the  case,  the  refusal  to  establish 
a national  bank  will  not  relieve  the  country  from 
the  curse,  as  some  are  pleased  to  term  it,  of  a paper 
currency.  All  the  evils  which  can  possibly  be  pre- 
dicated upon  a national  bank,  wilh  many  more,  are 
likely  to  result  from  the  present  system,  while  the 
latter  is  incapable  of  affording,  but  in  a very  small 
degree,  the  facilities  and  advantages  of  the  former. 

The  most  frequently  urged  and  most  popular  ob- 
jection to  a national  bank  is  that  which  is  deduced 
from  its  power.  It  is  said  that  a mammoth  institu- 
tion of  this  sort,  with  a capital  of  $50,000,000, 
would  be  able  not  only  to  control  the  currency,  but, 
through  that,  to  regulate,  by  its  expansions  and 
contractions,  the  prices  both  of  labor  and  property: 
that  thus  the  whole  community  would  be  involved 


in  ils  meshes,  and  so  it  would  prove  at  the  same 
time  dangerous  to  the  government  and  fatal  to  the 
liberties  of  the  people.  But,  though  the  expe- 
rience of  the  past  ought  to  quiet  all  honest  appre- 
hensions of  this  sort,  yet,  even  supposing  them 
reasonable,  I would  ask,  are  not  the  same  dangers 
more  impending  under  the  present  system?  The 
state  banks  now  present  the  spectacle  of  a large 
number  of  petty  independent  chiefs  waging  war 
upon  each  other.  The  stronger  overcome  the 
weaker,  and  the  contest  goes  on  until  some  one, 
wiser  and  more  powerful  than  the  rest,  reduces  all 
to  subjection,  ami  rules  over  them  with  despotic 
sway.  The  state  banks  even  now  are  anxious  to 
place  themselves  under  the  protection  of  some  in- 
stitution sufficiently  powerful  to  sustain  them. 
Many  have  already  sworn  allegiance  to  the  great 
bank  of  Pennsylvania.  Others  are  ready  to  follow 
the  example;  but  the  greater  portion  are  anxiously 
awaiting  the  final  determination  of  the  people 
whether  they  shall  submit  to  the  control  of  a na- 
tional or  a mere  state  institution.  Around  the 
former  they  would  all  rally,  and,  acling  with  confi- 
dence and  concert,  the  immediate  result  would  be 
a sound  and  uniform  currency,  and  a restored  and 
healthy  credit.  It  is  worthy  of  observation,  that 
some  of  the  very  states  which  object  to  the  charter- 
ing by  congress  of  a national  bank,  lest  it  should 
prove  too  powerful  for  the  country,  very  modestly 
propose  to  charter  similar  institutions  at  home  for 
the  purpose  of  affording  a currency,  not  only  for 
themselves,  but  for  their  neighbors.  This  has  been 
already  accomplished  by  Pennsylvania.  Her  mam- 
moth institution  is  in  full  operation,  beyond  our 
reach  or  control,  and  yet  with  all  the  capacity  for 
evil  that  could  be  attributed  to  a national  bank  by 
its  most  bitter  opponent.  Its  issues,  at  this  very 
moment,  command  a premium  in  this  state  over 
gold  and  silver.  Our  exchanges,  such  as  they  are, 
are  principally  under  its  control.  What  could  pre- 
vent this  institution,  with  her  immense  credit  and 
capital,  from  saturating  the  whole  country,  if  she 
pleased,  with  her  issues?  She  could  emit  her  hun- 
dreds of  millions,  and  all  would  be  grasped  at;  she 
could  then  contract  this  unnatural  expansion,  call 
in  the  paper,  and  according  to  the  argument  of 
those  opposed  to  a national  bank,  purchase  at  half 
price  from  a bankrupt  community  the  property  of 
the  country.  If  such  a power  must  exist,  let  ii  be 
under  the  control  and  supervision  of  the  whole 
people,  and  not  of  a single  state.  But  this  i?  the 
beginning  only.  Other  states,  emulous  of  this 
power,  are  preparing  for  struggle  to  participation. 
Look  at  the  great  South  Carolina  rail  road  bank, 
already  chartered  in  several  states,  and  determined, 
no  doubt,  to  seize  the  control  and  regulation  of  the 
currency  of  the  south.  Look  at  the  idea,  long 
since  thrown  out,  and  now  ripe  for  action,  of  a 
fifty  million  bank  in  the  city  of  New  York.  Is 
not  the  currency  of  Mississippi  already  at  the  mer- 
cy of  other  states?  Shall  we  continue  to  groan  un- 
der this  degrading  vassalage?  Which  will  Missis- 
sippi prefer,  as  the  regulator  of  her  currency  and 
exchanges — a bank  chartered  by  a single  state,  in 
the  construction  and  limitations  of  which  she  has 
no  voice,  and  in  the  supervision  and  control  of 
which  she  has  no  power,  or  one  chartered  by  con- 
gress, in  every  provision  of  which  her  voice  will 
be  heard,  in  every  limitation  her  suggestions  consi- 
dered, and  overthe  conduct  and  operations  of  which 
she  will,  in  common  with  the  other  states,  exercise 
a continual  supervision  and  control?  The  question 
now  submitted  to  the  people  is,  whether  the  cur- 
rency of  the  country  shall  be  restored  and  regulat- 
ed through  the  action  of  the  representatives  of  all 
the  states,  or  by  the  legislative  power  of  a single 
state?  I regret  that  the  limits  of  this  communica- 
tion will  not  permit  me  to  enter  more  at  large  upon 
this  view  of  the  financial  question.  I trust,  how- 
ever, I have  thrown  out  sufficient  hints  on  the  sub- 
ject to  attract  attention,  and  to  constitute  a starting 
point  for  reflection.  But  I have  already  exceeded 
the  boundaries  I had  prescribed.  If  the  people 
shall  see  fit,  through  their  representatives,  to  ele- 
vate me  to  the  high  and  arduous  station  towards 
which  your  kind  partialities  have  pointed,  I can 
only  say  that,  for  the  fidelity  of  my  future  service, 

1 offer  them  the  guaranty  of  the  past.  To  my  fel- 
low citizens  of  Madison,  whom  you  represent,  as 
well  as  to  the  whigs  of  other  sections  of  the  state 
wdio  have  honored  me  with  their  unexpected  and 
unsought  confidence,  allow  me  to  express  my  most 
sincere  and  grateful  acknowledgments.  That  I 
may  ever  prove  worthy  of  their  good  opinion  is  my 
highest  desire;  that  I may  be  able,  in  even  the 
smallest  degree,  to  advance  our  common  princi- 
ples, is  my  sole  ambition.  To  yourselves,  gentle- 
men, pprmit  me  to  present  my  hanks,  together  wi:h 
my  best  wishes  for  your  inidvidual  prosperity. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  S.  PRENTISS, 
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The  Uniled  Slates  ship  Lexington,  capt.  Clark,  was  at 
Guayaquil  July  6th,  all  well,  to  sail  next  day  for  Callao, 
having  on  board  the  honorable  J.  C.  Pickett,  American 
charge  d’  affaires  to  Peru. 

Tiie  United  States  ship  Falmouth  was  at  Callao  June 
23d,  all  well. 

Indian  new'.  The  St.  Augustine  (Florida)  News  of 
the  13th  instant,  says  that  on  the  27th  ult.  the  Indians 
attacked  a party  of  volunteers  on  Orange  lake,  killed 
and  took  prisoners  the  whole  party.  Seventeen  men  of 
Fort  Andrews  had  a fight  with  40  "Indians — loss,  whites, 

2 killed,  5 wounded.  A wounded  Indian  went  into 
Fort  Pierce  for  assistance.  He  is  under  the  care  of  the 
surgeon. 

The  trial  of  col.  Webb,  for  a libel  on  J.  Fennimore 
Cooper,  has  been  postponed  to  next  April. 

Tneciiy  council  of  St.  Louis  have  appropriated  mo- 
ney for  surveys  and  preliminary  examinations  in  regard 
to  the  location  of  the  wire  suspension  bridge  proposed 
by  Mr.  Ellett.  That  gentleman  is  accordingly  busied 
in  making  the  necessary  observations  preparatory  to 
drafts,  estimates  of  expense,  &c. 

Michigan.  The  friends  of  the  administration  in  this 
state  have  nominated  Elon  Farnsworth  for  governor, 
and  Thomas  Fitzgerald  for  lieutenant  governor.  Mr. 
Farnsworth  is  chancellor  of  the  state,  and  Mr.  Fitzge- 
rald one  of  the  bank  commissioners. 

Rock  wheat.  Some  time  since  the  Virginia  Free  Press 
noticed  a parcel  of  this  new  kind  of  wheat  grown  on 
the  farm  or  Mr.  John  Wysottg,  near  Shepherdstown, 
Va.  The  product  on  2 1-2  acres  was  expected  to  be 
125  bushels.  The  Free  Press  of  Wednesday  states 
that  the  wheat  has  since  been  thrashed,  and  the  product 
is  found  to  exceed  that  estimate.  The  quantity  of  seed 
sown  was  2 3-4  bushels,  and  the  yield  is  found  to  be 
131  bushel-,  which  is  within  a fraction  of  fifty-three 
bushels  to  the  acre.  And  the  weight  is  not  less  extra- 
ordinary than  the  yield,  being  upwards  of  67  pounds 
to  the  bushel!  Truly  this  “rock  wheat’’  idea  deserves 
to  be  favorably  entertained  by  our  agriculturists. 

William  Chequer  has  died  from  the  injuries  he  re- 
ceived from  the  carelessness  of  the  agents  of  the  Cam- 
den and  Amboy  rail  road. 

The  Montreal  Courier  mentions  that  letters  had  been 
received  from  “people  likely  to  know,’’  stating  that 
Poulett  Thompson  is  to  be  the  new  governor  general 
of  Canada.  Mr.  Thompson  is  now  president  of  the 
board  of  trade  in  England. 

Seizures  out  west.  We  learn  from  the  Cincinnati 
Whig,  that  .on  the  4th  instant,  in  consequence  of  in- 
formation and  direction  from  tiie  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury, the  port  warden  of  Cincinnati,  with  the  deputy 
marshals  of  the  U.  States,  proceeded  to  take  possession 
of  a large  amount  of  goods  in  one  of  the  houses  in 
Pearl  street,  on  the  supposition  that  certain  dutiable 
goods  had  passed  scot  free,  to  the  great  wrong  and  in- 
jury of  Uncle  Sam.  Of  the  nature  of  the  information 
upon  which  the  seizure  was  founded  nothing  has  been 
made  public.  It  is  but  fair  to  state,  that  the  owners 
and  representatives  of  the  house  in  question  anxiously 
demand  and  have  proffered  every  assistance  in  arriv- 
ing at  a full  investigation.  It  is  also  proper  to  state, 
that  the  house  in  question  is  not  American. 

On  Tuesday  last  Mr.  John  C.  Poole,  a conductor  of 
the  Baltimore  and  Onio  rail  road,  was  killed  by  being 
crushed  between  two  cars  which  he  was  connecting 
together.  Mr  P.  has  left  a family  to  deplore  his  loss. 

The  president  of  the  United  States  has  officially  re- 
cognized Ferdinand  Ludwig  Brauns,  as  consul  for  his 
majesty  the  king  of  Prussia,  for  the  port  ol  Baltimore. 

Great  mortality.  Rufus  Tyler,  esq.  chief  coiner  at 
the  branch  in  New  Orleans,  died  in  that  city  on  the 
7th  inst.  This  is  the  sixth  individual  attached  to  the 
mint,  who  has  fallen  a victim  to  the  yellow  fever. 

Quick  Work.  The  English  government  has  lately 
caused  a steamer  of  very  large  tonnage  to  be  built  at 
Chatham,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  shortest 
possible  time  in  which  a vessel  can  be  completed.  It 
was  expected  to  have  been  finished  in  abouut  eight 
weeks  after  the  keel  was  laid. 

Upwards  of  a million  of  dollars  has  been  invested 
in  new  buildings  in  Cincinnati  during  the  present 
year. 

Rail  road  laborers.  On  the  London  and  Brighton 
railway  in  England,  three  clergymen  are  employed  by 
the  stockholders  to  impart  religious  instruction  to  the 
laborers. 

An  atttempt  was  made  on  Saturday  night  to  fire  the 
Washington  fire  company’s  engine  house;  and  on 
Sunday  an  attempt  was  made  to  set  fire  to  an  unte- 
nanted store  in  Pratt  street. 

It  appears  from  an  English  paper  that  Mr.  O’Con- 
nell has  given  notice  of  his  intention  to  pioposean  ad- 
dress to  the  queen, early  next  session,  praying  that  she 
would  direct  her  ministers  to  make  an  agreement  with 
the  government  of  Mexico  to  place  at  the  disposal  of 
England  a portion  of  the  unoccupied  territory  on  the 
northern  frontier  of  Mexico,  to  be  set  apart  as  an  inde- 
pendent asylum  or  free  state  for  persons  of  color.  It 
does  not  appear  from  what  quarter  these  colored  set- 
tlers are  to  come. 

Continental  honors  to  the  poets  Rogers  and  Moore.  Ac- 
cording to  letters  from  Rome,  quoted  in  the  daily  pa- 


pers, the  academy  of  Arcadia,  on  the  proposition  of  M. 
de  Berardi,  who  had  recently  arrived  from  London 
with  the  diploma  of  the  royal  society  of  London,  with 
which  he  was  charged  for  the  grand  duke  Leopold  of 
Tuscany,  has  unanimously  elected  the  poets  Rogers 
and  Moore  as  members  of  the  academy,  and  ordered 
that  their  diplomas  printed  in  gold,  shall  be  forwarded 
to  them  in  London.  [ Athenaeum . 

Population  of  Algiers-  The  European  population  of 
the  French  possessions  in  northern  Africa,  exclusive  of 
the  troops,  was  calculated  on  the  1st  of  the  present 
month  at  22,607  individuals.  Of  these  9,708  were 
French,  2,533  English,  6,969  Spaniards,  2,304  Italians, 
and  1,093  Germans,  Russians,  Greeks,  Portugues,  &c. 

Drought  in  Georgia.  A letter  dated  Macon,  Sept. 
9th,  says:  “We  have  had  no  rain  here  for  six  weeks. 
The  wells  are  all  drying  up,  and  the  water  courses,  all 
over  the  country  are  also  dry,  and  but  one  grist  mill 
within  hearing  of  this  place,  that  can  do  any  grinding. 
The  fine  cotton  prospect  in  this  section  is  ruined.” 

A big  gun.  The  following  dimensions  of  the  gun  cast 
at  South  Boston,  are  given  by  the  Boston  papers: 

Inches. 

Whole  length  of  gun  from  end  of  cascable,  111 


Length  of  bore,  including  chamber,  90 

Length  from  rear  of  base  ring  to  muzzle,  96 
Diameter  at  the  base  ring,  31.25 

“ at  the  tulips,  26.51 

“ at  the  muzzle,  20.05 

“ of  trunions,  13 

“ oi  bore,  10 

Estimated  weight  of  gun,  finished,  15,500  lbs. 

“ “ metal  used  in  casting  19,645  “ 

“ “ of  ball,  130  “ 

“ “ of  shell,  90  “ 

Weight  of  powder  for  a full  load  or  largest 
charge,  18  “ 


The  gun  was  made  by  the  direction  of  the  secretary 
of  war,  and  under  the  superintendence  of  col.  George 
B imford,  of  the  United  States  ordnance  department. 
The  pattern  from  which  it  was  cast,  will  be  exhibited 
at  the  fair  of  the  mechanic  association,  next  week. 

A young  European,  as  a Constantinople  letter 
states,  has  recently  carried  off  the  most  beautiful  of  the 
slaves  in  the  harem  of  the  sultana  Esme.  The  female 
fugitive  took  with  her  jewels  belonging  to  her  mistress, 
worth  a million  of  francs.  They  have  not  been  traced, 
but  if  found  will  inevitably  be  put  to  death. 

The  Cyclops  steam  frigate.  This  magnificent  ves- 
sel, the  largest  steamer  man-of-war  in  the  world,  was 
launched  from  Pembroke  dockyard  a few  days  ago. 
Her  dimensions  are  as  follows:  Length,  235  ft.;  beam 
between  paddles  38  ft.;  depth  of  hold,  21  ft.  Pier  ton- 
nage is  about  1,300,  being  200  tons  larger  than  the 
Gorgon,  launched  from  the  same  slip  about  18  months 
since.  Her  equipment  as  a man-of-war,  will  be  the 
same  ih  all  respects  as  a frigate,  having  a complete  gun 
or  main  deck,  as  well  as  an  upper  or  quarter  deett. 
On  the  main  deck  she  will  carry  18  long  36  pounders, 
and  on  the  upper  deck  four  48  pounders,  and  two  96 
pounders,  on  swivels,  carrying  a ball  of  19  inches  di- 
ameter, and  sweeping  round  the  horizon  240  degrees. 

[English  paper. 

Bibles  in  the  United  Stales.  The  first  Bible  printed 
on  the  continent  of  America  was  in  native  Indian — the 
new  testament  in  1661,  and  the  old  one  in  1663,  both 
by  the  rev.  John  Eliot.  They  were  published  at  Cam- 
bridge, Mass.  The  second  was  in  German,  a quarto 
edition,  published  at  Germantown,  near  Philadelphia, 
by  Christopher  Sowers,  in  1776. 

The  first  American  edition  of  the  Bible  in  English 
was  printed  by  Kneeland  & Green,  at  Boston,  in  1752, 
in  small  quarto,  7 or  800  copies.  It  was  published  by 
Hinehman,  a bookseller,  but  to  avoid  a prosecution  by 
those  who  had  a patent  from  the  king,  they  reprinted 
the  whole  title  page  of  the  English  copy,  including  the 
London  imprit.  The  next  edition  was  by  Robert  Aiken 
of  Philadelphia,  in  1781-2. 

The  Mobile  packet  ship  Ed  win  a,  arrived  at  New 
Orleans  Sept.  12th  from  Liverpool  with  $200,000  in 
specie  for  one  of  the  Mobile  banks.  The  Edwina 
brought  out,  in  sections,  an  iron  steamer,  180  feet  long, 
28  feet  beam,  8 feet  depth  of  hold,  and  weighingsixty- 
five  tons,  intended  to  ply  as  a packet  between  Mobile 
and  New  Orleans,  via  lake  Ponchartrain.  This 
steamer  has  been  sent  up  the  river  to  Pittsburg,  where 
she  will  be  put  together,  receive  her  engines,  and  re- 
turn to  her  station. 

A new  movement.  It  has  often  been  remarked  that , 
when  valuable  discoveries  are  made  public,  almost 
every  body  wonders  why  they  were  not  thought  of  be- 
fore— so  obvious,  generally,  is  the  utility  of  the  new 
project,  and  so  simple  are  the  means  of  its  application. 
Such  is  the  case  with  the  plan  announced  in  the  fol- 
lowing paragraph,  which  we  copy  from  a paper  print- 
ed in  Scotland.  The  combination  of  canal  and  rail 
road  which  it  proposes  is  so  evidently  practicable  and 
advantageous,  that  one  can  hardly  understand  why  it 
was  not  adopted  much  earlier  in  the  age  of  rail  road 
operations.  [IV.  Y.  Com. 

On  Monday  and  Tuesday  the  following  novel  expe- 
riment of  locomotive  steam  power  was  tried  on  the 
Forth  and  Clyde  canal.  Mr.  John  McNeil,  the  ci- 
vil engineer  of  the  Clyde  navigation,  has  had  con- 
structed on  the  banks  of  the  canal  a railway  upon 
blocks,  on  which  a locomotive  engine  has  been  put, 
which  was  used  on  the  above  named  days  instead  of 
horses,  to  draw  the  canal  passage  boats,  and  succeed- 


ed in  taking  them  the  whole  distance  of  the  line  at  the 
rate  of  8 miles  an  hour.  The  company  having  ascer- 
tained the  full  success  of  the  experiment,  will  construc- 
a train  way  along  the  canal  bank,  and  will  be  able  to 
take  their"  passage  boats  in  future  at  the  rate  of  eigh- 
teen miles  an  hour. 

A sword.  Messrs. Me tchen  and  Bailey,  in  Chesnut 
street,  have  at  their  establishment  a splendid  sword, 
which  they  have  just  finished;  it  is  straight,  and  gold 
mounted,  with  a richly  chased  handle  and  guard — a 
helmet,  surmounted  by  the  American  eagle,  holding  in 
his  beak  a rich  chain,  is  attached  to  the  guard. 

The  blade  of  the  sword  is  elegantly  ornamented  with 
an  etching  of  the  battle  of  Lewistown,  cm  one  side, 
and  on  the  other  with  the  arms  of  Delaware  state. 

The  scabbard  is  ornamented  with  rich  chasings,  and 
bears  this  inscription: 

“Presented  to  col.  S.  B.  Davis,  for  his  gallant  conduct 
in  defence  of  Lewistown,  on  the  6th  and  7th  of  April, 
1813.” 

The  arms  of  the  state  of  Delaware  are  also  engraved 
on  tiie  shield  on  the  hilt,  and  on  the  opposite  side  is  the 
family  crest  of  col.  Davis,  with  the  motto. 

The  whole  of  this  elegant  present  is  completed  by  a 
finely  ornamented  belt,  and  this  with  the  sword  and 
scabbard,  placed  in  a morocco  case.  Credit  is  won  to 
our  city  artists  when  such  works  are  referable  to  their 
ingenuity  and  taste.  [77.  S.  Gaz. 

The  Thames  tunnel.  The  workmen  employed  in  this 
great  undertaking  have  succeeded  in  reaching  low  wa- 
ter mark,  the  accomplishment  of  which  task  causes  all 
fear  of  another  irruption  taking  place  to  become  al- 
layed. The  length  of  the  tunnel  is  now  920  feet,  being 
little  short  of  three-quarters  of  the.  whole  distance  which 
it  will  be  necessary  to  effect  to  reach  the  Middlesex 
shore — there  being  about  380  feet  more  to  complete  the 
entire  length.  The  average  distance  which  the  work- 
men weekly  accomplish  is  nine  feet;  it  is  therefore  ex- 
pected that  the  tunnel  will  be  opened  for  passengers  to- 
wards the  latter  end  of  next  year. 

Died.  At  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  whither  he  had  recent- 
gone  from  New  Orleans  on  a visit,  colonel  Richard  R. 
Keene.  The  deceased  formerly  made  a figure  in  the 
political  world  as  attorney  of  the  United  States  for  the 
Orleans  territory,  and  a conspicuous  character  in  the 
disputes  which  grew  out  of  the  Burr  conspiracy.  He 
afterwards  resided  several  years  in  Spain,  where,  dur- 
ing the  war  with  Napolean,  he  bore  the  rank  of  colo- 
nel in  the  Spanish  service.  He  received  a good  educa- 
tion at  the  college  of  Princeton,  and  was  a scholar  of 
respectable  attainments.  Pie  was  born  in  Dorchester 
county,  on  the  eastern  shore  of  Maryland.  His  first 
wife  was  a daughter  of  the  celebrated  Luther  Martin, 
of  Baltimore;  his  second,  who  survives  him,  is  a native 
of  Spain.  The  life  of  poor  Keene  was  chequered  by 
many  and  singular  turns  of  adverse  and  prosperous 
fortune,  and  he  closed  his  career  possessed  of  little  of 
this  world’s  wealih,  but  rich  in  the  affections  of  the 
amiable  and  interesting  lady  to  whom  he  was  united. 

[Louisianian. 

We  are  happy  to  learn  that  Messrs.  Bell  and  Grant, 
brokers  in  London  connected  with  American  business, 
who  were  compelled  to  suspend  their  payments  in  the 
great  revulsion  of  1837.  have  recently  issued  a circular 
announcing  that  their  liabilities  have  all  been  paid  in 
full,  and  that  they  have  resumed  business,  as  formerly. 
The  house  has  always  been  one  of  great  respectability, 
and  we  recollect  that  the  news  of  their  suspension  was 
received  here  with  peculiar  regret.  [TV.  V.  Jour.  Com. 

Harvard  university.  From  the  triennial  catalogue 
just  published,  we  learn  that  the  whole  number  of  gra- 
duates from  1642  to  1839  is  six  thousand  three  hundred 
and  eleven;  of  whom  three  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
fourteen  are  deceased;  and  supersunl  adhuc  two  thou- 
sand three  hundred  and  ninety-seven.  Samson  Sailer 
Blowers,  of  the  class  of  1753,  or  seventy-six  years  since, 
is  the  eldest  graduate  now  living-  The  largest  class 
that  ever  graduated  at  Cambridge  was  in  1818,  con- 
sisting of  eighty.  The  average  annual  number  for  the 
one  hundred  and  ninety-seven  years  would  be  thirty- 
two  graduates,  including  all  who  have  received  diplo- 
mas. [ Boston  Traveller. 

Collocation.  “It  is  said  that  the  rev.  Dr.  Hawks  is 
about  to  resign  the  rectorship  of  St.  Thomas’  church, 
and  retire  to  Flushing,  to  engage  in  the  education  of 
young  men  being  afflicted  with  bronchitis.” 

The  above,  from  a New  Jersey  paper,  gives  the  un- 
expected information  that,  to  the  accomplishments 
which  have  made  Dr.  Hawks  so  widely  known  as  an 
eloquent  preacher  and  powerful  writer,  the  reverned 
gentleman  adds  skill  in  curing  the  bronchitis! 

A lunar  rainbow  was  seen  at  New  York  on  Wed- 
nesday night,  about  nine  o’clock.  The  Commercial 
Advertiser  thus  describes  it. 

The  moon  was  shining  brightly  in  the  east,  and  her 
beams,  reflected  from  the  falling  rain  drops  ot  a shower 
in  the  west,  formed  a large  and  perfect  arch,  in  which 
we  could  distinctly  make  out  two  of  the  prismatic  colors 
— the  red  and  green— and  at  times  when  the  light  from 
the  moon  was  clearest,  the  violet  also,  but  more  faintly. 
At  first  only  a segment  of  the  arch  was  visible,  in  the 
southwest,  but  as  the  shower  passed  northwardly  this 
segment  was  gradually  prolonged  until  at  lan  the  entire 
arch  existed  in  all  its  beauty— remaining  visible  for  seve- 
ral minutes.  The  lunar  rainbow,  is  but  rarely  seen.  But 
once  before  has  it  fallen  under  our  observation,  in  1826 
— and  it  is  very  probable  that  if  we  should  live  for  half 
a century  we  may  never  see  another. 
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Treasury  notes.  Treasury  department,  Octo- 
tober  1,  1839.  Amount  issued  under  the  provision 
of  the  act  of  October  12,  1837, 
viz:  $10,000,000  00 

Of  that  issue  there 
has  been  redeem- 
ed 9,709,578  55 


Leaving  outstanding  $290,421  45 

In  lieu  of  those  re- 
deemed there  has 
been  issued  under 
act  of  21st  May, 

1838,  $5,709,810  01 

Of  that  issue  there 
has  been  redeem- 
ed 5,488,373  15 

Leaving  of  that  is- 
sue outstanding  221,436  86 


Aggregate  of  first  and  second  issues 

outstanding  511,858  31 

The  issues  under 
the  provisons  of 
the  act  of  the  2d 
of  March,  1839, 
amount  to  3,857,276  21 

Of  that  issue,  there 
lias  been  redeem- 
ed 661,750  00 

3,195,526  21 

Making  the  aggregate  of  all  out- 
standing $3,707,384  52 


Levi  Woodbury,  sec’y.  of  the  treasury. 

Maryland  election.  The  following  is  the 
result  of  the  election  held  in  Maryland  on  Wednes- 
day last,  for  members  of  congress  and  delegates  to 
the  general  assembly.  A detailed  statement  of  the 
vote  in  each  county  shall  have  a place  in  the  next 
Register. 

for  congress. 

In  the  first  district.  John  Dennis,  (whig)  re- 
elected. 

Second  district.  Philip  F.  Thomas,  (ad.)  in  place 
of  James  A Pearce,  (svhig). 

Third  district.  J.  T.  H.  Woithington,  (ad.)  re- 
elected. 

Fourth  district.  Messrs.  Carroll  and  Hillen,  (ad.) 
elected  over  Messrs.  Kennedy  and  Pitts,  (whigs.) 

Fifth  district.  William  C.  Johnson,  (whig)  re- 
elected. 

Sixth  district.  Francis  Thomas,  (ad.)  re-elected. 

Seventh  district.  Daniel  Jenifer,  (whig)  re- 
elected. 

In  the  last  congress  there  were  five  whigs  and 
three  friends  of  the  administration.  The  strength 
of  the  parties  in  the  recent  election  has  been  re- 
versed. 


house 

Counties. 

of  delegates. 
Administration. 

Whig. 

Allegany, 

2 

1 

Anne  Arundel, 

2 

2 

City  of  Annapolis, 

1 

0 

Baltimore  county, 

5 

0 

Baltimore  city, 

5 

0 

Calvert, 

a tie. 

2 ■ 

Carroll, 

3 

1 

Caroline, 

2 

1 

Cecil, 

3 

0 

Charles, 

0 

3 

Frederick, 

5 

0 

Dorchester, 

0 

4 

Harford, 

4 

0 

Kent, 

0 

3 

Montgomery, 

2 

2 

Prince  George’s 

0 

4 

Queen  Ann’s, 

3 

0 

St.  Mary’s, 

0 

3 

Somerset, 

2 

2 

Talbot, 

3 

0 

Washington, 

4 

0 

Worcester, 

0 

4 

46 

32 

Great  fire  in  Philedelphia.  The  Philadel- 
phia Herald  of  this  morning  says: — “Last  night 
about  11  o’clock,  a fire  broke  out  in  Front,  above 
Chesnut  street,  which  for  the  extent  of  the  damage 
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done,  has,  perhaps,  never  been  equalled  in  Philadel- 
phia. Not  less  than  fifteen  of  the  most  extensive 
wholesale  houses  have  been  totally  destroyed.  The 
fire  was  raging  with  unabated  fury  at  two  o’clock, 
and  property  to  the  amount  of  several  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  has  been  destroyed. 

“P.  S.  Three  o’clock — The  fire  is  still  raging, 
arid,  within  the  last  hour,  has  spread  to  such  an 
alarming  extent,  that  at  the  present  time  not  less 
than  45  houses  have  been  laid  in  ruins.  One  mil- 
lion of  dollars  will  not  cover  the  loss  already  sus- 
tained.” 

The  money  market.  From,  the  N.  York  Cou- 
rier and  Enquirer  of  Wednesday.  We  lament 
that  on  the  departure  of  a steam  ship  for  Europe,  it 
is  not  in  our  power  to  announce  any  improvement 
in  the  embarrassed  state  of  the  money  market,  and 
the  only  novel  occurrence  connected  with  it,  since 
the  departure  of  the  Great  Western,  is  the  deter- 
mination ta  which  some  of  our  city  banks  have  come 
(o  furnish  bills  on  London,  but  we  fear  the  rate  at 
which  they  are  willing  to  draw  is  too  high  to  pre 
vent  the  shipment  of  specie,  the  object,  we  presume, 
they  have  in  view.  We  certainly  live  in  strange 
times,  and  not  the  least  stiange  is  it,  that  notwith- 
standing the  severe  pressure  we  have  experienced 
for  this  year  or  two  past,  the  consumption  of  fo- 
reign goods  in  this  country  has  continued  so  large  as 
to  more  than  absorb  our  exports,  at  least,  judging 
from  the  rates  of  exchange  this  would  seem  to  be 
the  case.  The  rise  of  the  rate  of  interest  in  Eng- 
land and  here,  has  besides  added  an  additional  in- 
ducement to  ship  specie;  and  to  prevent  it,  we  are 
convinced  the  rate  of  exchange  on  London  must  be 
at  least  two  per  cent,  below  the  actual  par.  An  in- 
dividual now  drawing  on  England  at  60  days  sight 
at  par,  and  shipping  specie  with  the  proceeds  of  his 
drafts  to  meet  them,  would  gain  sixty  days  interest, 
as  the  specie  would  of  course  be  cash  on  arrival, 
and  his  drafts  have  sixty  days  to  run  after  presen- 
tation; but  individuals  drawdng  here  for  par  at  90 
days  sight  on  a credit,  as  we  are  told  the  banks  do, 
will  gain  the  interest  of  ninety  days  in  New  York — 
and  that  at  the  present  price  paid  here  for  the  use 
of  money,  is  no  trifle — as  in  the  very  worst  event, 
that  of  the  rate  of  exchange  falling  as  the  cotton 
crop  goes  forward,  and  they  have  to  ship  specie  to 
meet  their  drafts,  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  do  it 
till  ninety  days  after  they  have  drawn.  We  wish 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  drawing  banks  to  this 
fact,  who  if  they  do  not  lower  the  rate  they  are  ask- 
ing for  their  bills,  will  fail  in  the  object  they  profess 
to  have  in  view,  and  besides  appear  to  have  attempt- 
ed to  practice  an  extortion. 

Were  there  a regular  rate  of  exchange  in  London 
on  New  York,  and  exchange  transactions  there  with 
this  country  placed  on  the  same  footing  as  they  are 
with  other  commercial  countries,  the  difficulty  al- 
luded to  would  be  obviated,  for  the  operation  of 
drawing  on  this  country  and  shipping  specie  in  time 
to  meet  the  drafts,  would  then  also  be  undertaken 
there,  and  thus  the  specie  would  return  as  fast  as 
it  left  us,  and  probably  faster,  in  consequence  of  the 
higher  price  paid  here  for  the  use  of  money.  Can 
any  one  assign  a reason  why  the  English  merchant 
should  not  draw  on  this  country  for  the  goods  he 
sends  here,  as  well  as  the  American  merchant 
djaws  on  England  for  the  goods  he  sends  to  that 
country? 

From  the  Philadelphia  Inquirer.  It  is  rumored 
that  an  amicable  arrangement  has  been  entered  into 
by  the  banks  of  Philadelphia,  New  York,  and  Bos- 
ton, by  which  the  vexatious  drafts  for  specie,  which 
have  passed  between  them  so  frequently  of  late, 
will  be  avoided  for  the  future.  We  trust  most  sin- 
cerely, that  this  report  may  be  well  founded. — 
Much  of  the  uneasiness  in  our  money  market  should 
be  attributed  to  the  want  of  harmony  between  the 
institutions  alluded  to.  A fair,  honorable  and  libe- 
ral understanding,  once  established  between  them, 
and  the  result  will  be  speedily  beneficial.  The 
truth  is — that  the  greatest  of  the  difficulty — the 
crisis  as  it  may  be  termed,  so  far  as  relates  to  the 
pressure,  has  gone  by,  and  unless  all  the  signs  fail, 
the  future  cannot  but  brighten,  gradually  but  cer- 
tainly. Thus,  the  heavy  payments  for  August  and 
September,  have  either  been  made  or  satisfactorily 
arranged.  Business  has  been  curtailed  in  almost 
all  its  branches,  so  that  the  demand  for  money  will 


be  comparatively  light.  Added  to  this,  the  crops 
are  coming  forward,  not  only  the  cotton  crops,  but 
the  grain  crops,  the  latter  in  such  abundance  as  to 
defy  all  precedent. 

The  following  appeared  in  the  Baltimore  papers 
on  the  28th  ult: 

Public  sale  of  six  per  cent,  slate  of  Maryland  stock 
or  bonds.  By  virtue  of  an  agreement  between  the 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  company  and  the  Com- 
mercial and  Farmers  bank  of  Baltimore,  and  as  au- 
thorised thereby,  there  will  be  offered  at  public  auc- 
tion at  the  Exchange,  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  on 
Wednesday,  the  9th  of  October  1839,  at  1 o’clock 
P.  M.  for  cash,  eight  bonds  of  six  per  cent,  loan  of 
the  state  of  Maryland  Nos.  93  to  100  inclusive,  for 
the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars  each,  amounting 
in  the  whole  to  forty  thousand  dollars,  with  interest 
from  the  first  of  April  1838. 

Jacob  Albert,  president. 

We  have  observed  in  some  of  the  New  York  pa- 
pers a statement  that  $500,000  in  post  notes  of  the 
United  States  bank  had  been  received  by  the  Mer- 
chants’ bank  of  New  Orleans  on  the  16th  ultimo, 
and  that  the  specie  received  by  the  United  States 
bank  lately  was  the  proceeds  of  it3  post  notes  sold 
in  New  Orleans.  This  is,  we  learn,  utterly  devoid 
of  foundation,  and  to  the  minds  of  all  thinking  men, 
the  state  of  the  New  Orleans  money  market  is  a 
sufficient  contradiction  of  the  assertion. 

[Phil.  Com.  Herald. 

Health  of  the  southern  cities.  New  Or- 
leans. During  the  week  ending  on  the  22d  ult.  the 
deaths  in  New  Orleans  were  167;  of  which  83  were 
by  yellow  fever. 

Mobile.  Respecting  the  health  of  this  city,  the 
Chronicle  of  the  21st  ult.  has  the  following  state- 
ment: 

Another  wreek  has  passed,  and  we  are  not  yet  au- 
thorised to  speak  more  favorably  of  the  health  of  the 
city.  The  mortality  continues  most  appalling,  con- 
sidering the  paucity  of  our  present  population,  the 
interments  it  will  be  perceived  elsewhere  amount  to 
293  for  the  month  of  September,  including  yester- 
day. As  large  as  the  number  of  interments  are, 
they  hardly  convey  an  adequate  idea  of  the  amount 
of  sickness — for  we  differ  from  some  in  respect  to 
the  general  result  of  the  disease,  we  believe  that  un- 
der the  skilful  management  of  our  physicians  to 
whom  the  epidemic  is  perfectly  familiar,  presenting 
no  unknown  feature  or  characteristic,  a very  large 
proportion  of  cases  recover,  we  should  say  from  our 
observation,  that  they  have  been  most  happy  in  their 
practice,  and  whether  they  receive  it  or  not,  are  en- 
titled to  the  warmest  gratitude,  for  the  skill,  huma- 
nity, and  unceasing  devotion  to  duty, which  have  so 
nobly  characterized  their  conduct.  The  great  mis- 
fortune as  we  have  several  times  remarked,  has  been 
the  very  limited  number  of  the  faculty,  entirely  in- 
sufficient to  meet  the  emergency.  We  have  wit- 
nessed, and  are  knowing  to  a due  portion  of  cases, 
and  have  generally  observed  the  disease  to  yield  to’ 
timely  advice. 

Hereafter  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  institute  some  in- 
quiries into  the  remarkable  malignancy  of  our  pre- 
sent atmosphere.  In  the  mean  time  we  would  state 
that  we  find  nothing  provocative  of  it  in  the  police 
of  the  city.  We  never  were  in  a cleaner  condition, 
and  although  we  have  at  various  times  assumed  the 
task  of  rebuking  our  city  officers,  it  never  has  afford- 
ed us  any  pleasure,  such  as  we  experience  in  award- 
ing to  them  the  praise  of  a judicious,  zealous  and 
faithful  attention  to  this  portion  of  their  duties,  since 
the  appearance  of  the  epidemic  amongst  us. 

Death  of  general  Hayne.  From  the  South- 
ern Patriot  of  Saturday  last.  It  is  with  feelings 
of  inexpressible  pain  we  have  to  state  that  general 
Robert  Y.  Hayne— one  whom  both  the  state  of 
South  Carolina  and  the  city  of  Charleston  delight- 
ed to  honor,  and  cherished  with  a warmth  of  affec- 
tion that  never  knew  abatement — died  at  Asheville 
N.  C.  on  Tuesday  last,  after  a few  days’  illness,  of 
billious  fever.  General  Hayne  was  in  his  49th 
year.  Thus  has  perished,  in  the  ripeness  of  his 
faculties  and  the  maturity  of  his  usefulness,  a citi- 
zen who  was  identified,  through  a long  and  pros- 
perous public  career,  with  almost  every  scheme  for 
the  advancement  of  the  commercial  prosperity  of 
our  city  and  the  political  elevation  of  our  state. 
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In  the  various  offices,  which  he  filled  succes- 
sively, of  member  of  the  house  of  representatives 
and  attorney  general  of  the  state,  senator  in  con- 
gress, governor  ol  the  state,  and  mayor  of  the 
city,  he  gathered  increasing  respect  from  the  peo- 
ple, and  has,  in  descending  to  the  tomb,  left  the 
rich  legacy  of  his  virtues  to  ennoble  a name  already 
illustrious  in  the  annals  of  South  Carolina.  As  few 
individuals  in  public  life  have  enjoyed  in  a higher 
degree  the  happy  destiny  of  experiencing  no  ebb 
in  the  current  of  public  affection — no  lapse  of  po- 
pular confidence — so  there  were  none  who  bore 
their  faculties  more  meekly  than  general  Hayne, 
at  each  step  of  his  elevation,  and  adorned  the  lustre 
of  his  station  with  more  winning  and  courteous 
manners.  He  was  the  friend  and  idol  of  the  peo- 
ple, without  being  their  suppliant  and  flatterer. — 
With  a zeal  in  the  public  service  that  knew  no 
abatement — an  energy  that  no  implements  could 
repress — a disinterestedness  the  purity  of  which 
suspicion  never  blemished,  general  Hayne  exhibit- 
ed a rare  combination  of  qualities  that  enable  the 
possessor  to  win  public  honors  and  wear  them 

racefully.  His  clearness  of  judgment  empowered 

im  at  all  times  to  choose  the  time,  the  season,  and 
the  instruments  that  promised,  if  they  did  not  al- 
ways realize  success.  His  mind  was  pre-eminent- 
ly characteristic  of  that  practical  power  which  is 
marked  by  judicious  adaptation  of  means  to  ends, 
while  his  oratory  was  of  that  order  which  was  in 
admirable  harmony  with  his  strong  natural  sense, 
which  it  illustrated  and  enforced.  Always  persua- 
sive— at  times  energetic — invariably  practical — 
never  onerate — always  for  use — never  for  ostenta- 
tious display. 

Indian  news.  The  St.  Augustine  (Florida) 
News,  of  the  13th  instant,  says  that  on  the  27th  ult. 
the  Indians  attacked  a party  of  volunteers  on  Orange 
Lake,  killed  and  took  prisoners  the  whole  party. 
Seventeen  men  of  Fort  Andrews  had  a fight  with 
forty  Indians — loss,  whites,  2 killed,  5 wounded.  A 
wounded  Indian  went  into  Fort  Pierce  for  assistance. 
He  is  under  the  care  ot  the  surgeon. 

On  the  28th  ult.  while  a party  of  regulars  attach- 
ed to  a post  near  the  Suwannee  river,  Middle  Flori- 
da, were  engaged  in  building  a bridge  about  two 
miles  from  the  fort,  they  were  fired  on  by  a party  of 
Indians,  and  six  of  their  number  killed. — They  were 
under  the  command  of  a sergeant,  who  was  among 
the  slain.  They  were  rallied  by  a private,  and  al- 
though inferior  in  point  of  numbers  to  their  savage 
foe,  succeeded  in  beating  the  Indians  back,  and  se- 
curing their  dead  and  wounded.  Six  of  their  num- 
ber shouldered  each  a dead  man  and  retreated,  the 
Indians  pursuing  and  firing  upon  them.  They  suc- 
ceeded, however,  in  getting  to  the  fort,  promptly 
returning  the  fire  ot  the  Indians  the  whole  distance. 
Three  or  four  Indians  were  seen  to  fall,  being  borne 
off  by  their  companions. 

The  Indians  sent  to  Key  Biscayne,  by  col.  Har- 
ney, to  be  detained  as  hostages  until  the  parties  con- 
cerned in  the  massacre  at  Coloosahatehee  should  be 
given  up,  are  now  remaining  at  the  former  place 
voluntarily.  Colonel  Harney,  in  consequence  of 
being  convinced  that  their  friends  had  no  hand  in 
the  slaughter,  had  given  them  permission  to  depart, 
but  they  preferred  remaining.  [Phil.  Gaz. 

Naval.  The  U.  S.  frigate  Columbia,  commo- 
dore Read,  arrived  at  Macao  about  the  27th  of  April, 
exchanged  the  customary  salute  with  the  forts  there, 
and  the  commodore  is  said  to  have  paid  a visit  to 
the  governor.  Canton  dates  of  May  4,  report  also 
the  arrival  of  the  U.  S.  corvette  John  Adams  at 
Macao.  The  N.  Y.  Journal  of  Commerce  says: — 
We  find  no  mention  of  any  interference  on  the  part 
of  these  ships  in  the  controversy  between  the  foreign 
merchants  and  the  Chinese  government. 

The  disputed  territory.  Governor  Fairfield, 
of  Maine,  has  addressed  a letter  to  the  land  agent  ol 
that  state,  Rufus  McIntyre,  esq.  apprising  him  that 
very  extensive  preparations  are  being  made  by  a set 
of  lawless  men  in  the  province  of  New  Brunswick 
for  the  cutting  of  timber  the  approaching  season 
on  what  is  called  the  disputed  territory,  and  request- 
ing him  to  give  notice  to  said  persons,  and  to  all 
others,  that  no  exertions  of  the  executive  of  Maine 
will  be  remitted  to  break  up  this  atrocious  system  of 
plundering,  and  to  bring  those  engaged  in  it  and 
their  abettors,  to  condign  punishment.  He  thinks  a 
lenient  course  has  been  pursued  long  enough.  His 
excellency  adds: 

“Information  has  also  been  received  that  a large 
number  of  ‘permits,’  as  they  are  called,  have  been 
sold  and  issued  by  the  land  agent  of  Massachusetts 
to  the  citizens  of  New  Brunswick  and  others,  to  cut 
timber  on  lands  claimed  by  that  commonwealth,  ly- 
ing within  the  disputed  territory,  and  bordering  on 
both  sides  of  the  Aroostook  river,  notwithstanding 


the  earnest  but  respectful  remonstrances  of  the  exe- 
cutive of  this  stale.  And  it  is  represented  by  those 
in  the  immediate  command  on  the  Aroostook  that  it 
will  be  impossible  for  them  to  execute  the  several 
resolves  of  the  last  legislature  providing  for  the  pre- 
vention of  trespassers,  if  Massachusetts  persists  in 
granting  these  permits,  thereby  opening  a door  for 
admission  into  the  territory  of  foreigners,  without 
limit,  to  surround  and  render  ineffectual  the  efforts 
of  the  small  force  which  this  state  is  compelled  to 
keep  there  to  save  our  noble  forests  from  entire  de- 
struction; and,  inasmuch  as  many  of  these  permits, 
it  is  said,  will  probably  be  obtained  as  a mere  legal 
pretence  and  cover  for  the  most  extensive  depreda- 
tions, I trust  that,  under  these  circumstances,  the  ut- 
most rightful  power  will  be  exerted  on  your  part  to 
prevent  any  lumbering  operations  upon  the  disputed 
territory  for  the  present,  under  any  pretence  of  au- 
thority whatever.  Should  the  authority  prove  insuf- 
ficient, the  power  of  the  state,  in  its  legislative  ca- 
pacity, may  soon  be  brought  to  bear  upon  the  sub- 
ject by  a legitimate  exercise  of  the  sovereignty  of 
the  state  over  its  public  streams. 

“You  had  better,  therefore,  forewarn  those  who 
have  obtained  these  permits  that,  even  if  they  should 
be  successful  in  their  operations  of  cutting,  it  is  not 
improbable  that  the  timber  would  be  rendered  en- 
tirely unavailable  to  them  from  the  course  which  the 
state  would  find  it  necessary  to  take  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  its  rights  and  the  preservation  of  its  inte- 
rests. It  is  sincerely  to  be  hoped,  therefore,  that  if 
none  of  the  high  considerations  which  the  case  pre- 
sents to  the  authorities  of  Massachusetts  are  suffi- 
cient to  prevent  the  issuing  of  those  permits,  no  ci- 
tizen of  Maine,  at  least,  will  attempt  to  exercise 
any  supposed  rights  under  them,  when  it  would  ma- 
nifestly prove  so  pernicious  to  the  best  interests  of 
the  state,  and  especially  at  so  important  a crisis  as 
the  present  may  fairly  be  considered  in  regard  to  the 
great  question  of  boundary.  Very  respectfully, 
your  obedient  servant, 

“John  Fairfield,  governor.” 

Agreeably  to  the  governor’s  suggestion,  public 
notice  has  been  given  by  Mr.  McIntyre,  cautioning 
all  persons  against  cutting  timber  on  the  disputed 
territory,  whether  with  or  without  permits  from  the 
land  agent  of  Massachusetts.  [Jour,  of  Com. 

Don  Angel  Calderon  de  la  Barca,  who  has 
for  some  time  past  resided  here  as  the  diploma- 
tic representative  of  Spain,  and  who  has  been  re- 
cently appointed  to  Mexico,  was  received  by  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  at  Albany,  on  the 
27th  ult.  for  the  purpose  of  presenting  his  letter  of 
recall  and  taking  leave. 

His  successor,  Don  Pedro  de  Alcantara  Argaiz, 
delivered  his  credentials  at  the  same  time,  and  was 
received  by  the  president  as  envoy  extraordinary 
and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  her  Catholic  majesty 
near  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

The  Chevalier  Antonio  Cardido  de  Faria  to-day 
presented  his  letters  of  credence  to  the  secretary  of 
state,  and  was  received  as  charge  d’affairs  of  her 
most  faithful  majesty  near  this  government,  in  the 
room  of  the  commander  Caesar  de  Figaniere  de  Mo- 
rao,  the  late  diplomatic  representative  of  Portugal, 
who  has  been  transferred  to  Brazil. 

Mr.  Bodisco,  the  Russian  minister,  has  returned 
to  his  residence  in  Georgetown,  from  an  extensive 
tour  in  the  north.  Mr.  Fox,  the  British  minister, 
has  remained  in  Washington  during  the  past  sum- 
mer. TheTexian  minister,  Mr.  Dunlap,  has  ar- 
rived here  and  taken  apartments.  The  Chevalier 
Martini,  charge  d’affairs  of  Holland,  and  Senor 
Don  Francisco  Pizarro  Mitinez,  envoy  from  Mex- 
ico, are  at  their  residences  in  Georgetown. 

[ Globe. 

Bread  stuffs.  The  New  York  Express  of 
Thursday  says: 

We  notice  a decline  in  the  price  of  bread  stuffs  in 
all  parts  of  the  country.  The  grain  crops  have 
every  where  been  so  abundant  that  high  prices  can- 
not be  sustained.  In  many  parts  of  the  west,  corn 
can  be  contracted  for  at  12|  to  18J  cents  a bushel, 
and  wheat  is  selling  at  30  Fo  50  cents  a bushel. — 
Immense  quantities  of  wheat  are  on  their  way  to 
this  market.  In  the  first  two  weeks  in  September, 
upwards  of  60,000  bushels  of  wheat  and  5,000  bar- 
rels of  flour  were  shipped  at  Buffalo  on  the  way  to 
New  York.  At  Oswego  large  quantities  of  wheat 
are  arriving  daily  from  Ohio  "and  Michigan,  and  in 
all  the  ports  on  the  lakes  great  activity  prevails  in 
hastening  off  the  surplus  crop  before  the  navigation 
closes. 

By  the  way  of  New  Orleans  the  supplies  are  likely 
to  be  very  large.  At  Cincinnati,  Pittsburg  Wheel- 
ing, and  all  the  towns  on  the  western  rivers,  flour 
and  wheat  are  both  abundant,  and  as  soon  as  the 
state  of  the  water  will  admit  of  free  navigation,  large 
quantities  will  be  shipped  off.  The  arrivals  here 


are  beginning  to  be  quite  large,  while  the  demand 
for  export  is  small.  The  amount  required  for  the 
supply  of  the  eastern  states  will  be  unusually  small 
— with  this  state  of  things,  unless  a demand  for  ex- 
port should  spring  up,  prices  must  fall  considerably 
below  what  they  are  now. 

Quarantine  laws  of  Havre.  To  the  editor 
of  the  New  York  American:  New  York,  Sept.  16, 
1839.  Sir:  I have  the  honor  of  sending  you  the 
enclosed  official  document,  which  I have  just  re- 
ceived from  the  president  of  the  French  cabinet,  in 
relation  to  the  passport  and  quarantine  laws  of 
Havre.  I remain,  sir,  your  very  obedient  servant, 
De  Laforest,  consul  general  of  France. 

Department  of  foreign  affairs,  Paris,  July  26,  1839. 
To  the  consul  general  of  France,  New  York: 

Sir:  The  great  inconvenience  experienced  by 
the  sanitary  and  police  departments,  from  the  ne- 
glect, in  the  port  of  Havre,  of  the  laws  relative  to 
passports  without  individual  bills  of  health,  with 
which  the  passengers  in  the  New  York  packets  ought 
to  be  provided,  has  compelled  the  minister  of  agri- 
culture and  commerce  to  issue  the  strictest  orders 
on  the  subject,  in  conformity  with  which  he  has 
directed  the  health  officer  of  Havre  henceforth  to 
require  a bill  of  health  from  each  passenger  arriving 
from  North  America;  and  in  order  to  insure  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  measure,  he  has  further  ordered: 

1st.  To  place  in  quarantine  every  packet  arriving 
from  New  York,  which  shall  have  on  board  any  pas- 
senger unprovided  with  a bill  of  health. 

2d.  To  summon  the  captain  before  the  court,  to 
answer  for  the  infringement  of  the  19ih  article  of 
the  ordinance  of  the  17th  August,  1822,  passed  in 
conformity  with  the  law  of  the  3d  March,  1S22,  re- 
lative to  the  sanitary  police. 

You  are  aw'are,  sir,  that  according  to  the  terms  of 
the  7th  article  of  the  above  ordinance,  vessels  are 
subjected  to  a quarantine  of  greater  or  less  duration, 
according  to  the  state  of  health  on  board.  The  pe- 
nalty against  the  captain  is  determined  by  the  14th 
article  of  the  law  of  the  3d  March,  1832,  which 
runs  thus: 

“Whoever  shall  violate  the  quarantine  laws,  or 
the  general  or  local  regulations  or  ordinances  of  the 
competent  authorities,  shall  be  subjected  to  impri- 
sonment from  three  to  five  days,  and  to  a fine  not 
less  than  five,  nor  exceeding  fifty  francs.” 

As  the  minister  of  agriculture  and  commerce 
thinks  that  it  would  be  too  severe  (o  require  the  im- 
mediate application  of  a measure  which  lias  not 
hitherto  been  enforced,  he  has  decided,  in  order  that 
the  captains  of  the  American  packets  may  be  duly 
forewarned,  that  the  above  quarantine  regulations 
shall  not  take  place  till  the  1st  of  September  next, 
(1839). 

You  will  please,  sir,  give  the  necessary  notifica- 
tion of  this  to  the  merchants  of  INew  York.  The 
minister  of  the  interior  will  give  similar  orders  to 
the  authorities  of  Havre,  relative  to  the  passports 
which  you  have  not  certified. 

(Signed)  Marechal  Due  De  Dalmatia. 
The  consul  general  of  France,  De  Laforest. 

A grand  entekprize.  We  learned  from  at  late 
English  paper  that  a company  has  been  formed  in 
London  for  the  purpose  of  opening  a communica- 
tion between  that  city  and  South  America  and  the 
East  Indies  (by  means  of  steam  ships  and  rail  road) 
by  the  way  of  the  Isthmus  of  Darien.  With  this 
view,  steam  ships  are  to  run  to  Lake  Nicaragua, 
on  the  Isthmus,  from  thence,  by  rail  road,  a distance 
of  nine  miles,  to  the  Charges,  which  empties  into 
the  Pacific,  and  from  thence,  by  steam,  or  any  other 
kind  of  navigation,  to  South  America  or  the  East 
Indies. 

The  waters  of  Lake  Nicaragua  and  the  river 
Charges  are  sufficient  for  the  anchorage  and  navi- 
gation of  line  of  battle  ships. 

If  this  enterprise  should  be  successful,  the  pas- 
sage around  Cape  Horn,  the  most  dangerous  and  te- 
dious of  all  voyages,  will  be  avoided.  [ World. 

Lower  Canada.  The  Montreal  Herald  of  Fri- 
day week  informs  us  that  on  Thursday,  fifty-eight 
of  the  Canadians  under  sentence  of  death  were 
shipped  on  board  the  steamer  British  America,  to  be 
re-shipped  on  board  the  transport  Buffalo,  in  which 
they  will  be  transported  to  Botany  Bay  for  life. 
They  were  chained  in  couples,  and  escorted  to  the 
steamer  by  a guard  of  the  24th  regiment.  “The 
Upper  Canada  rebels  and  brigands,”  the  Herald 
says,  “whose  sentences  of  death  were  commuted  to 
transportation  for  life,  arrived  on  Thursday  evening 
by  the  Lachine  canal,  and  were  shipped  on  board 
the  steamer  St.  George,  and  are  destined  to  share 
the  fate  of  the  other  rebels.  Both  steamboats  sailed 
as  soon  as  they  received  their  cargoes.”  Twenty- 
five  prisoners  are  to  be  released  on  giving  satisfacto- 
ry security  that  they  will  leave  the  province  within 
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forty-eight  hours  after  their  liberation,  and  never 
return  to  it  again.  Two  others,  named  Levesque 
and  Prieur,  are  to  enter  into  a similar  arrangement, 
with  this  difference,  that  they  are  to  remove  six 
hundred  miles  from  the  province. 

Sweden".  We  learn  from  the  Boston  Daily  Ad- 
vertiser, that  through  the  exertions  of  Messrs.  Alex- 
ander Barclay  & Co.  of  Gottenburg,  the  late  addi- 
tional duty  of  15  per  cent,  on  goods  imported  by 
American  vessels  has  been  taken  otf,  and  that 
American  vessels  now  can  import  goods  from  any 
part  of  the  world  into  Sweeden  on  the  same  terms 
as  Sweedish  vessels. 

Custom  house  seizures.  The  New  York 
Express  says:  We  understand  that  in  a case  of  re- 
cent seizure  made  by  the  collector,  the  importers 
have  demanded  an  appraiser  under  the  act  of  1799, 
a right  which  every  importer  has  in  case  ot  seizure 
or  detention.  This  fact  attracts  some  attention 
just  now,  the  seizures  having  been  so  large,  and  the 
United  States  court  in  its  decisions  leaning  to  the 
throwing  of  the  whole  burthen  of  proof  of  a fair 
invoce  upon  the  claimants. 

The  recent  seizures  in  Philadelphia.  The 
Philadelphia  Inquirer  states,  in  answer  to  several 
rumors  afloat,  that  the  testimony  is  believed  to  be 
conclusive  in  the  cases  alluded  to.  The  officers  have 
been  acting  under  the  law  throughout,  and  exprting 
themselves  to  the  utmost  to  avoid  any  act  that  might 
seem  harsh.  Even  now,  the  Inquirer  is  assured, 
the  offenders  will  be  dealt  with  as  tenderly  as  possi- 
ble, so  that  the  rights  of  justice  may  not  be  violated. 

The  hero  of  Chippewa.  We  were  reminded 
of  other  times  to-day,  in  observing  major  general 
Scott,  accompanied  by  col.  Worth,  in  our  streets. — 
Twenty-six  years  ago  these  gallant  officers  were 
wounded  upon  the  Niagara  frontier.  The  general 
wholly  disabled,  accompained  by  his  youthiul  aid, 
lieut.  Worth,  was  borne  in  a litter,  upon  the  should- 
ers of  the  people,  from  town  to  town,  through  the 
state.  We  saw  the  “wounded  soldier”  thus  brought 
by  grateful  people  into  the  village  of  Utica. 

How  strangely  has  the  scene  changed  within  that 
seeming  brief  period!  Then  the  fertile  and  teeming 
west  was  an  almost  unbroken  forest.  Then  the 
merchandise  for  the  entire  west  was  transported  in 
six  horse  wagons,  driven  by  Thaddeus  Joy,  Robert 
Hunter,  &c.  or  on  the  Mohawk  in  Durham  boats, 
by  Horace  Meech,  and  others,  who  now,  as  canal 
proprietors,  despatch  more  goods  in  one  day  than 
they  then  carried  in  a whole  year!  Then,  west  of 
Utica,  there  was  a lumberingstage  which  drew  “its 
slow  length  along”  every  other  day.  But  now,  a 
magic  wand  has  passed  over  the  west,  and  lo!  we 
have  cities  and  villages  and  canals  and  rail  roads. 

[. Albany  Evening  Journal. 
This  retrospect,  says  the  New  York  American, 
both  as  regards  the  distinguished  individuals  named 
and  the  condition  of  the  vast  and  fertile  region  of 
the  west,  is  well  timed  and  natural — and  as  by  pour- 
ing out  their  blood  in  the  first  instance,  the  two 
gallant  soldiers  averted  the  horrors  of  war  from  that 
region.  So,  more  recently,  by  their  joint  efforts  as 
pacificators,  they  have  again  been  largely  instru- 
mental in  preserving  to  it,  and  to  the  nation,  the 
blessings  of  uninterrupted  and  honorable  peace. — 
The  nation  will  not  be  unmindful  of  the  service. 

One  of  the  beauties  of  the  law.  We  yes- 
terday recorded  the  death  of  Mr.  Burnell,  of  North- 
ampton, Mass,  the  second  who  died  of  the  accident 
caused  by  the  want  of  brakemen  on  the  Camden  and 
Amboy  rail  road.  On  opening  him  it  was  found 
that  a bone  was  broken  internally,  in  the  region  of 
the  thighs.  Surgical  aid,  we  understand,  had  the 
real  nature  of  the  case  been  known,  would  have  been 
unavailing.  The  friends  of  Mr.  Burnell,  we  are 
told,  consulted  the  lawyers  upon  the  subject  of  ale- 
gal  remedy,  but  they  are  informed,  it  is  so  stated, 
that  as  Mr.  B.  has  no  family,  and  is  of  age,  there  is 
no  remedy,  whereas  if  he  had  lived  the  remedy  was 
good  for  damages.  Thus  you  may  kill  a man  and 
the  law  is  silent,  but  if  you  maim  him,  look  out 

[A7’.  Y.  Express. 

A mob.  The  Cincinnati  papers  state  that  a 
mob  assembled  in  that  city  on  the  night  of  the  27th 
ult.  and  destroyed  the  property  of  a negro  man 
named  John  Woodward,  known  as  the  “negro  doc- 
tor.” The  Republican  has  the  following  parigraph 
on  the  subject: 

About  10  o’clock  on  Friday  night  last,  some  thirty 
or  forty  persons,  all  in  disguise,  attacked  his  house 
and  broke  open  his  doors — they  then  entered  and 
broke  the  furniture  to  pieces,  the  beds  were  carried 
into  the  street,  ripped  open,  and  with  other  articles 
set  on  fire.  The  doors  and  window’s  of  the  house 


were  all  destroyed,  and  the  weather-boarding  cut 
and  torn  off.  A member  of  the  city  council  went 
to  the  spot  and  endeavored  to  arrest  their  proceed- 
ings, but  all  to  no  purpose.  The  rioters  acted  with 
concert  and  unanimity,  and  with  so  much  coolness, 
it  is  said,  that  their  plans  must  have  been  previously 
matured.  They  offered  no  violence  to  the  property 
of  any  except  the  doctor.  They  then  commenced 
smashing  the  windows  of  an  unfinished  building  to 
Woodward,  but  upon  being  told  that  the  workmen 
had  not  been  paid,  they  desisted  and  retired. 

On  Friday  morning  Woodward  was  let  out  of  jail 
on  bail.  He  returned  in  the  afternoon — some  say 
in  the  evening,  and  desired  to  be  re-admitted,  hav- 
ing got  wind,  we  suppose,  that  violent  proceedings 
against  him  would  be  enforced.  His  application 
was  refused,  and  it  is  believed  that  he  has  left  the 
city. 

The  public  mind,  it  appears,  had  become  greatly 
excited  against  the  individual  referred  to,  in  conse- 
quence of  his  cruel  treatment  of  two  female  patients 
who  were  under  his  care. 

Rights  of  shipmasters.  The  New  York 
American  states  that  a case  was  tried  in  the  dis- 
trict court  of  the  United  States  on  Friday,  wherein 
the  mate  of  the  ship  George  prosecuted  his  cap- 
tain for  having  set  him  ashore  and  abandoned  him 
on  the  coast  of  Jlsia  Minor.  The  facts  were,  that 
the  mate  and  captain  having  a controversy,  arising 
from  the  former  having  beaten  the  captain’s  dog  for 
biting,  the  captain  ordered  the  mate  forward.  He 
refused  to  go.  The  captain  persisted, — saying  he 
must  either  go  forward  or  ashore.  The  mate  still 
resisting,  the  captain  ordered  out  a boat,  and  had 
him  put  ashore,  at  a short  distance  from  Smyrna, 
which  the  mate  soon  reached.  The  court  very 
properly  dismissed  the  complaint,  on  the  ground 
that  the  captain  had  a perfect  right  to  act  as  he  did, 
if  the  mate  refused  obedience. 

The  case  of  Mr.  Sparks.  Mr.  Sparks,  the 
police  officer  whose  case  has  been  under  examina- 
tion in  the  sessions  of  New  York,  has,  after  an  in- 
vestigation, had  his  name  stricken  out  from  the  list 
of  officers  appointed  to  attend  on  the  court,  for  mal- 
practices in  his  office.  The  following  are  the 
charges  of  which  he  was  proved  guilty: — 

1.  Threatening  a person  then  attending  the  grand 
jury,  for  the  purpose  of  detecting  felony  and  recov- 
ing  stolen  property;  to  keep  his  complaint  so  that 
the  felons  might  remain  undiscovered  and  at  large. 

2.  Telling  to  the  court  palpable  untruths,  he 
knowing  that  they  were  false,  for  the  purpose  ot 
preventing  an  examination  by  the  court  which  would 
lead  to  the  detection  of  felons  and  the  recovery  of 
stolen  goods. 

3.  For  not  arresting,  or  causing  to  be  arrested 
five  felons  against  whom  he  knew  where  the  evi- 
dence was  which  would  lead  to  their  conviction. 

4.  Permitting  five  felons  to  remain  at  large  upon 
an  understanding  with  them  that  they  were  to  re- 
store through  him  the  stolen  property. 

The  Courier’s  report  has  the  following  exposition: 
If  the  case  before  the  court  is  a fair  example  of 
the  system  and  practice  of  stool  pigeoning,  then  is 
that  system  prejudicial  in  the  extreme  in  this  com- 
munity: the  effect  in  this  instance,  had  not  the  court 
interfered,  would  have  been  thus:  Twitchell  was 
robbed  of  (not  considering  his  papers  which  were 
valuable),  $ 2,000  in  Texas  money,  and  $60  in  mo- 
ney of  the  United  States.  He  would  have  received 
$150  in  Texas  money,  and  $60  in  money  of  the  U. 
States.  Mr.  Sparks  received  from  Twitchell  $ 10 
for  his  services,  and  the  thieves  retained  $ 50  in 
Texas  money,  and  $ 22  in  the  U.  States  money  for 
their  services:  or,  in  other  words — Twitchell’s  $200 
would  have  been  divided  as  follows:  Sparks  $10; 
Twitchell  $178;  and  the  thieves  would  have  been 
at  large  committing  other  depredations,  requiring 
the  services  ot  Mr.  Sparks  or  some  other  officer  to 
recover,  (for  consideration),  the  property,  or  por- 
tions of  it,  that  they  might  steal. 

Remarkable  instances  of  longevity.  In 
the  year  1809,  says  the  Pittsburgh  Advocate,  there 
were  living  on  the  banks  of  the  Redbank  creek,  in 
the  adjoining  county  of  Armstrong,  a man  named 
Ezekiel  Mathews,  and  his  wife,  both  of  whom  had 
passed  their  hundredth  year.  Mr.  Mathews’  age 
was  then  102;  his  wife  about  one  year  younger. 
They  both  retained  their  mental  and  physical  facul- 
ties to  a remarkable  degree.  The  old  gentleman 
employed  himself  in  reading  and  walking  about,  and 
the  old  lady  in  twirling  her  favorite  spinning  wheel. 
How  much  longer  they  survived  our  informant  does 
not  know. 

Within  less  than  three  miles  of  the  spot  occupied 
by  this  aged  couple,  there  lived  another  pair,  thus 
far  advanced  in  years,  but  who  continued  in  life  and 
companionship  until  1837,  when  their  candle  went 


out  within  three  weeks  of  each  other.  Their  names 
were  Henry  and  Catharine  Nulff.  Mr.  Nulff’s  age, 
at  the  time  of  his  death  was  105  years;  Mrs.  NullEs 
103.  They  had  been  man  and  wife  for  80yea:s; 
and  had  supported  themselves  with  the  labor  of  their 
own  hands,  until  within  one  year  of  their  decease. 
Their  sons  and  daughters  were  aged  people,  and 
they  saw  their  descendants  of  the  fifth  generation. 

We  know  of  no  instance  of  longevitv  in  mo- 
dern times  so  remarkable  as  these;  and  vie  think  it 
questionable  whether  a man  and  wife,  both  cente- 
narians, could  be  found  in  the  world.  Yet  here 
were  two  such  couples  almost  within  sight  of  the 
smoke  of  each  other’s  cottages. 

The  late  Mathew  Carey.  Atameetingof 
the  managers  of  the  Pennsylvania  state  temperance 
society,  held  19th  September,  1839,  it  was  on  mo- 
tion. 

Resolved , That  doctors  F.  A.  Vandyke,  L.  P. 
Gebhard  and  G.  H.  Burgin,  be  a committee  to  draft 
an  expression  of  the  regrets  of  this  society,  in  the 
loss  of  their  worthy  vice  president,  Mathew  Carey, 
esq.  and  that  a copy  of  the  same  be  presented  to  his 
bereaved  family.  David  McClure,  sec'y. 

In  compliance  with  the  above  resolution,  the  com- 
mittee drafted  the  following  letter,  which  was  or- 
dered to  be  published. 

To  the  family  of  Mathew  Carey,  esq.  deceased. 

Respected  friends: — In  addressing  to  you  an  ex- 
pression of  the  deep  sense  of  the  loss  sustained  by 
the  temperance  cause  in  the  death  of  our  lamented 
vice  president,  Mathew  Carey,  esq.  which  is  felt 
by  the  board  of  managers  of  the  Pennsylvania  state 
temperance  society,  we  feel  sensible  that  we  cannot 
do  justice  to  his  merit  or  our  own  feelings. 

His  name  stands  enrolled  as  the  first  president  of 
the  society,  among  the  earliest  friends  and  support- 
ers of  the  cause.  His  effort  was  given  to  his  excel- 
lent purposes  in  connection  with  a banded  few  at  a 
period,  when  its  claims  were  unacknowledged  by 
the  many,  and  its  interests  derived  no  enchantment 
from  the  influence  of  success.  From  that  period  to 
the  hour  which  closed  his  useful  life,  a life  distin- 
guished by  an  untiring  devotion  to  the  cause  of  phi- 
lanthropy, the  managers  of  the  Pennsylvania  state 
temperance  society  enjoyed  his  ready  co-operation 
in  the  execution  of  all  ils  designs. 

We  feel  sensibly  our  own  loss — and  in  doing  so 
sympathize  with  you  in  the  bereavement  of  heart 
this  stroke  has  inflicted. 

If  in  the  grief  thus  occasioned,  the  assurance  of 
our  mingled  regret,  and  of  the  high  estimation  in 
which  we  held  our  worthy  fellow  member,  as  the 
patron  of  the  arts — the  friend  of  science — the  liberal 
and  fearless  supporter  of  the  poor  and  unfortunate  in 
our  own  country,  and  the  staunch  and  unwavering 
friend  of  suffering  humanity  under  every  clime  and 
in  every  land,  can  afford  any  consolation,  such  as- 
surance is  offered  in  behalf  of  the  Pennsylvania  state 
society,  by  your  friends  and  humble  servants, 

F.  A.  Vandyke, 

L.  P.  Gebhard, 

G.  H.  Burgin. 
Philadelphia,  Sept.  25 Ih,  1839. 

James  Watt’s  boyhood.  A friend  of  Mr. 
Watt  one  day  came  upon  the  young  James,  stretch- 
ed upon  the  ground,  tracing  with  chalk  all  sorts  of 
cross  lines.  “Why  do  you  suffer  the  child  thus  to 
trifleaway  his  time?”  exclaimed  the  visiter,  “send 
him  to  school.”  “You  will  do  well  to  delay  your 
judgment,”  said  the  father,  “before  condemning 
him,  be  good  enough  to  find  out  his  occupation.” 
The  harsh  judgment  was  speedily  reversed.  The 
child  of  six,  was  solving  a problem  in  geometry. 
“James,”  said  Mrs.  Muirhead,  one  day  to  her  ne- 
phew, “I  never  saw  any  boy  more  given  to  trifling 
than  you  are;  can’t  you  take  a book  and  employ 
yourself  usefully?  There  you  have  been  sitting  a 
whole  hour  without  speaking  a word.  Do  you  know 
what  you  have  been  about  all  this  time?  You  have 
done  nothing  but  shut  and  open  and  shut  the  lid  of 
the  tea  kettle:  and  first  you  have  put  the  saucer  in 
the  steam  from  the  spout,  and  then  you  have  held 
the  silver  teaspoon  in  it,  and  then  you  have  done 
nothing  but  pore  over  them,  and  bring  together  the 
drops  formed  by  condensation,  on  the  surface  of 
the  china  or  the  clear  spoon.  Arn’t  you  ashamed 
of  spending  your  time  in  that  way?” 

\M.  Arago’s  Eloge. 

Important  decision.  From  the  Newark  Daily 
Advertiser.  At  the  late  term  of  the  supreme  court 
of  New  Jersey,  an  important  decision  was  made, 
in  the  case  of  Brittin  vs.  Freemen,  affecting  usu- 
rious transactions  with  promissory  notes,  and  the 
admissibility  of  endorsers  as  witnesses.  As  this 
decision  is  of  importance  to  the  public,  we  have 
obtained  the  following  summary  of  the  points  de- 
cided for  publication.  It  was  decided — 
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1st.  That  the  endorser  of  a note,  or  other  nego- 
tiable instrument,  in  a suit  between  other  parties 
thereto,  is  a competent  witness  to  prove  that  the 
instrument,  or  the  endorsement  thereof,  was  made 
on  a usurious  or  other  corrupt  or  unlawful  agree- 
ment; or  to  prove  any  other  matter  tending  to  de- 
feat the  plaintiff’s  recovery.  And, 

2d.  That  if  the  holder  of  a promissory  note,  valid 
in  its  creation  between  the  original  parties,  endors- 
ed it  to  another  by  a general  endowment,  for  a less 
sum  than  the  amount  due  upon  it,  after  deducting 
legal  interest,  the  transaction  will  be  usurious, 
unless  the  excess  retained  by  the  endorsee  was 
allowed  to  him  to  cover  the  expense  of  remit- 
tance or  the  difference  of  exchange  between  the 
place  of  the  transaction,  and  the  place  where  the 
note  is  payable;  but  such  allowance  must  not  be 
used  as  a mere  cover  for  taking  more  than  legal  in- 
terest. 

3d.  That  such  usurious  endorsee  cannot  recover 
upon  the  note  against  his  immediate  endorser,  nor 
against  any  prior  party  to  the  note. 

4th.  That  if  the  holder  of  a note  transfer  it  by 
delivery,  or  by  endorsement  without  recourse  to 
him,  it  is  a sale,  and  not  a discount,  of  the  note, 
and  consequently  not  usurious,  though  the  vender 
gets  much  less  for  it  than  it  is  actually  worth — 
provided  such  transaction  was  not  resorted  to  for 
the  purpose  of  effecting  a loan  at  a greater  interest 
than  is  allowed  by  law. 

Late  from  Africa.  The  schooner  Euphra- 
tes, arrived  in  Philadelphia  in  thirty-four  days  from 
Africa,  brings  the  following  intelligence  which  has 
been  furnished  by  captain  McNeil  to  Mr.  Coffee, 
of  the  Exchange,  together  with  files  of  papers  to 
the  16th  of  August: 

The  Euphrates  is  sent  here  by  the  United  States 
consul  a prize  to  the  United  States  government, 
having  been  captured  on  the  coast  of  Africa  by  his 
Britanic  majesty’s  brig  Harlequin  as  a slaver,  and 
surrendered  to  governor  Buchanan,  United  States 
consul  at  Liberia.  Captain  McNeil,  late  mate  of 
the  schooner  Fabius,  and  the  crew  formerly  be- 
longing to  the  wrecked  ship  Emperor,  of  New 
York,  were  put  on  board  by  the  United  States  con- 
sul to  bring  her  home,  together  with  two  natives, 
(Kroomenj,  whom  the  captain  brought  to  assist  in 
working  the  vessel,  his  crew  being  all  in  a weakly 
state.  The  schooner  is  a sharp- built  Chesapeake 
craft,  of  about  70  tons,  hails  from  Baltimore,  and 
no  doubt  exists,  from  matters  and  things  found  on 
board,  of  their  intentions.  She  was  fitted  out  at 
Havana,  and  had  been  on  and  cruising  off  the  coast 
of  Africa  for  nine  months,  and  at  length  strong  sus- 
picious circumstances  led  to  her  capture.  The 
case  will  now  be  tried,  no  doubt,  by  our  govern- 
ment. She  is  and  was  under  American  colors,  with 
an  American  captain,  and  the  crew,  nine  (we  learn) 
in  number,  were  Spaniards.  The  captain  of  her 
took  passage  in  the  schooner  Fabius,  that  sailed 
for  Providence  a day  before  the  Euphrates.  The 
Euphrates  has  on  board  the  apparatus,  &c.  that 
caused  her  seizure,  and  now  lays  in  our  harbor. 

Termination  of  the  war  in  Little  Bassa. 

From  the  African  Luminary,  August  16.  We  are 
happy  to  be  able  to  state  that  the  recent  W’ar  with 
the  natives  at  Little  Bassa  has  entirely  ended,  with 
a complete  victory  on  the  part  of  the  colonists. 

We  stated  in  our  last  the  departure  of'  his  excel- 
lency governor  Buchanan  for  the  scene  of  action, 
with  more  men,  arms  and  ammunition.  We  were 
kept  for  several  days  in  a state  of  suspense  as  to 
the  final  issue  of  the  affair,  until  the  return  of  the 
governor  on  Friday  night,  2d  instant.  With  uni- 
versal joy,  the  news  spread  throughout  our  town 
that  the  Americans  were  all  safe — not  a man  killed. 
It  was  truly  affecting  to  see  the  exhibition  of  feel- 
ing, which  nothing  could  restrain,  on  the  return  of 
the  warriors.  Mothers,  wives  and  sisters  all  sallied 
forth  to  meet  their  friends,  and  surely  that  Sabbath, 
although  few  met  in  public  to  pour  forth  their  gra- 
titude to  God,  yet  many,  many  devoted  hearts  pre- 
sented their  tribute  of  praise  to  Him  who  had  re- 
turned their  friends  safely  to  their  homes. 

Not  a shot  was  fired  after  the  governor  went 
down  the  last  time,  the  natives  being  completely 
cooled  of  their  great  desire  to  fight.  A palaver  w'as 
held  on  the  beach,  attended  by  representatives  from 
both  parties,  and  matters  very  amicably  settled;  the 
natives  acceding  to  the  terms  prescribed  by  governor 
Buchanan  without  any  hesitation. 

Four  of  the  slaves  were  given  up  to  the  governor, 
and  the  rest  are  to  follow.  The  headmen,  Prince 
and  Bargay,  have  pledged  themselves  to  aid  and 
abet  the  slave-trade  no  more,  in  any  manner  what- 
ever, whether  directly  or  indirectly;  and,  after  the 
drubbing  they  have  had,  we  have  no  doubt  that  fear 
of  a second  one  will  keep  them  faithful  to  their 
pledge.  i 


The  governor  brought  up  with  him  all  the  goods 
of  value  found  in  the  slaves’  factory,  and  ordered 
the  buildings  to  be  burned  down.  The  men  are  to 
be  sent  to  the  United  States  in  the  schooner  Eu- 
phrates, to  sail  in  a day  or  two.  His  excellency 
sends  her  as  a prize  to  the  United  States  govern- 
ment. May  similar  success  attend  every  effort 
made  through  the  citizens  of  this  commonwealth, 
by  their  chief,  to  banish  the  accursed  traffic  from 
these  shores. 

Reminiscences  of  yellow  fever.  A writer 
in  the  Philadelphia  U.  S.  Gazette,  says: 

It  is  now  forly-six  years  since  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia was  visited  by  a plague,  (generally  termed 
the  fever  of  ’93)  equal  to  its  horrors  and  ravages  to 
any  on  record.  At  a general  meeting  of  the  citi- 
zens, September  14, 1793,  a committee  was  appoint- 
ed to  take  charge  of  the  city,  &e.  (of  which  the 
late  lamented  Mr.  Carey  was  one)  which  met  the 
same  day  at  the  City  Hall,  and  organized.  Four 
never  attended  to  the  appointment. 

The  services  of  the  committee  were  then  duly  es- 
timated, but  the  memory  of  those  times,  with  the 
actors,  have  been  fast  fading  away.  To  use  Mr. 
Carey’s  own  language,  “it  is  honorable  to  this  com- 
mittee, that  they  have  conducted  their  business  with 
more  harmony  than  is  generally  to  be  met  with  in 
public  bodies  of  equal  numbers.  Probably  there 
never  was  one  of  which  the  members  were  so  regu- 
lar in  their  attendance;  the  meetings  at  the  worst  of 
times — those  times  which,  to  use  Paine’s  emphatic 
language,  ‘tried  men’s  souls’ — were  composed  in 
general,  of  twelve,  thirteen  and  fourteen  members.” 

“Never,  perhaps,  was  there  a city  in  the  situation 
of  Philadelphia,  at  this  period.  The  president  of 
the  United  States,  according  to  his  annual  custom, 
had  removed  to  Mount  Vernon  with  his  household. 
Most,  if  not  all  of  the  other  officers  of  the  federal 
government  were  absent.  The  governor,  who  had 
been  sick,  had  gone  by  direction  fif  his  physician, 
to  his  country  seat  near  the  falls  of  Schuylkill,  and 
nearly  all  the  officers  of  the  state  had  likewise  re- 
tired. The  magistrates  of  the  city,  except  the 
mayor  and  John  Barclay,  esq.  were  away,  as  most 
of  those  of  the  Liberties.  In  fact,  government  of 
every  kind  was  almost  wholly  vacated,  and  seemed, 
by  tacit,  but  universal  consent,  to  be  vested  in  the 
committee!” 

Mr.  Carey,  in  the  last  edition  of  the  account  of 
the  yellow  fever,  states  five  of  the  committee  to  be 
living,  since  which  time, 

Stephen  Girard,  died  Dec.  26th,  1831,  aged  82. 

James  Sharswood,  “ Sept.  14th,  1836,  “ 89. 

Mathew  Carey,  “ Sept.  16th,  1839,  « 80 

John  Letchworth  and  Thomas  Wistar,  are  still 
living. 

The  steam  frigate. — The  keel  and  floor  lim- 
ber of  the  steam  frigate  at  our  navy  yard  are  laid, 
and  the  stem  and  stern  timbers  set  up.  She  is  10 
feet  longer  than  the  ship  Pennsylvania — her  other 
dimensions  are  as  follows: — 


Length  of  keel, 

feet. 

206 

inches. 

CC 

“ between  perpendiculars, 

220 

CC 

“ extreme  including  cut  water, 

240 

cc 

Breadth  of  beam,  (moulded). 

39 

cc 

“ outside  of  planking. 

40 

CC 

“ outside  of  guards, 

68 

cc 

Depth  of  bold. 

23 

6 

Draught  of  water,  (load  line) 

18 

3 

Height  above  load  line. 

13 

9 

Measurement  of  ton9. 

1,988 

tons. 

The  one  building  in  New  York  is  of  similar  di- 
mensions, and  the  moulds  for  her  construction  were 
sent  from  our  navy  yard.  There  are  only  about 
twenty  hands  at  work  upon  her,  while  we  under- 
stand that  upwards  of  one  hundred  are  engaged  on 
the  one  at  New  York.  From  present  appearances 
however,  the  hulls  of  both  will  be  finished  long  be- 
fore their  engines  are  ready  for  them. 

[Phil.  North  Amer. 

Missing  vessels.  The  brig  Planter,  capt. 
Smith,  sailed  from  Charleston  26th  ult.  for  this  port. 
The  brig  Star,  capt.  Hull,  sailed  from  this  port  for 
Charleston,  on  the  19th  ult.  since  which  nothing  has 
been  heard  from  either  of  these  vessels.  Theyboth 
belong  to  Mr.  Geo.  Bulkley’s  line  of  Charleston 
packets,  and  were  insured  here.  The  former  had 
not  much  cargo,  the  latter  had  a valuable  cargo  of 
merchandise,  most  of  which  was  insured  here. 
The  crew  of  the  Planter,  were  Geo.  Smith,  master, 
who  has  a family  in  Southport,  Conn.  Mr.  Bennett, 
mate,  has  a family  in  this  city;  James  Burk,  John 
Johnson,  W.  Patterson,  and  Thomas  Rosindale, 
seamen,  and  two  others,  names  unknown.  The  crew 
of  the  brig  George,  were  Wakeman  Hull,  master, 
has  left  a family  in  Southport,  Conn.  Mr.  Bailey, 


mate,  has  left  a family  in  this  city;  Henry  Roberts, 
Christopher  Hauldson,  John  'Williams,  C.  P.  Frost, 
and  Janus  Hayes,  seamen.  Theie  is  slill  some 
hope  that  these  vessels  have  been  fallen  in  with, 
and  their  crews  saved.  [ N . Y.  Jour,  of  Com. 

Circuit  court — exemplary  damages.  The 
circuit  court,  judge  Moseley  presiding,  is  now  in 
session  in  this  village.  During  the  past  week  came 
on  the  trial  of  Oliver  A.  Kingsley  at  the  suit  of  Be- 
noni  Danks,  for  the  seduction  of  his  daughter.  There 
was  no  defence  in  this  suit,  and  the  jury  expressed 
their  sense  of  the  character  of  the  offence  by  return- 
ing a verdict  for  damages  of  two  thousand  dollais. 

Another  suit  for  breach  of  promise  and  seduction, 
Semantha  Pitts,  plaintiff’,  vs.  Nelson  Potter,  dcfand- 
ant  was  also  tried.  A verdict  for  $450  was  render- 
ed in  this  case. 

All  the  parties  in  the  above  suits  are  residents  of 
this  county.  [Western  ( Syracuse ) State  Jour. 


THE  MADISON  PAPERS. 

To  the  Editors  of  the  National  Intelligencer. 

Gentlemen:  I have  just  seen  an  article  in  your 
newspaper  of  the  20th  instant,  commenting  upon 
one  that  previously  appeared  there  in  relation  to  the 
publication  of  these  papers,  placed  by  direction  of 
the  joint  library  committee  of  congress  under  my 
superintendence.  Both  your  correspondents  have 
mistaken  the  extent  of  my  agency,  and  err  in  sup- 
posing that  1 would  suffer  any  commentary  or  ex- 
planatory note  to  accompany  a work  which  gives 
evidence,  on  every  page,  of  the  care  with  which  it 
has  been  prepared.  In  the  performance  of  my  part, 
(in  which  I have  no  interest  whatever,  except,  to 
discharge  a trust  regarded  by  me  as  most  glorifying 
and  honorable),  I have  considered  it  a paramount 
obligation  to  preserve  the  wrork  as  left  by  its  illus- 
trious author.  The  manuscript  deposited  by  Mrs. 
Madison  in  the  department  of  state,  after  being  re- 
vised by  her  in  one  or  two  passages,  was  delivered 
to  the  publishers,  and  it  has  been  deemed  a primary 
and  indispensable  duty  to  follow  it  without  the  ad- 
mission of  a noie  commentary,  even  explanatory. 
Those  that  will  be  found  on  its  pages  exist  in  the 
original  manuscript.  I regret  that  it  could  be,  for 
a moment,  supposed  that  I would  annex  to  such 
a work  any  commentary  or  explanation  of  my  own, 
much  more  any  thing  having,  in  the  slightest  de- 
gree, a political  character.  Could  I have  enter- 
tained such  a notion  at  any  time,  it  would  have 
been  suppressed  by  the  perusal  of  the  work  itself, 
which  is  distinguished  by  Mrs.  Madison’s  own  re- 
markable discretion  in  this  respect;  and  is  as  beau- 
tiful from  its  candor  and  truth,  as  it  is  valuable  for 
the  exceeding  interest  of  its  historical  and  political 
facts. 

The  circumstance  which  has  been  misconceived 
by  both  your  correspondents  is  probably  this: — 
The  work  consists  of  a diary  and  correspondence, 
all  written  more  than  fifty,  and  much  of  it  nearly 
sixty  years  ago.  Since  that  time,  numerous  letters 
and  facts,  both  expressly  and  incidentally  referred 
to  in  it,  have  been  published  in  the  writings  and 
lives  of  Washington,  Franklin,  Jefferson,  Lee,  Jay, 
Morris,  and  others;  in  the  diplomatic  correspon- 
dence printed  by  order  of  congress;  in  the  journals 
of  congress  and  of  the  state  legislatures,  and  in 
other  works.  Many  of  the  letters,  since  published 
in  these  works,  are  the  immediate  subjects  of  Mr. 
Madison’s  remarks,  as  are  legislative  and  other  of- 
ficial proceedings  and  documents.— There  are  also 
allusions,  in  the  course  of  correspondence  and  de- 
bate, to  pamphlets,  articles  in  the  newspapers,  and 
occasional  publications,  which  are  not  of  easy  or 
convenient  reference  to  general  readers,  nor  to  be 
now  found  without  some  inquiry.  The  number  of 
volumes  through  which  these  letters  and  facts  are 
spread,  cannot  fall  short  of  one  hundred;  most  of 
them  are  without  indices;  and  the  places  where 
some  of  them  are  to  be  found  are  not  generally 
known. 

It  was  thought  that,  under  these  circumstances, 
it  w’as  not  only  proper,  but  indispensable,  to  annex 
a few  pages  at  the  end  of  the  volumes,  containing 
brief  references  to  some  of  the  principal  of  these 
passages,  but  in  such  a manner  as  not,  in  the  slight- 
est degree,  or  even  in  appearance,  to  connect  them, 
or  interfere  with  the  text  or  work  of  Mr.  Madison 
himself^  They  are  not  so  numerous  as  they  might 
have  bem  made,  perhaps  with  additional  advant- 
age; and  so  anxious  was  I to  abstain  fioin  the  least 
attempt  at  commentary,  remark  or  explanation, 
that  1 avuided  even  notes  on  historical  facts  deve- 
loped by  Subsequent  publications,  and  confined  my- 
self to  a simple  reference.  I may  add  also,  that, 
from  the  same  motives,  I sought  to  limit  these  re- 
ferences to  works  containing  contemporaneous  and 
original  documents. 

This  task  was  undertaken  solely  in  the  belief  that 
it  was  a proper  service  to  the  reader  and  the  pub- 
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lie;  though  not  unattended  with  considerable  labor, 
it  was  yet  so  unambitious  in  its  character  that  I 
could  not  have  expected  it  to  lead  to  any  notice, 
either  of  censure  or  approbation;  and  certainly,  if 
any  one  motive  governed  rne,  more  than  another,  in 
the  mode  of  execution,  it  was  a desire  to  avoid  that 
of  which  your  correspondents  accuse  me.  Very 
respectfully,  yours,  H.  D.  GILPIN. 

September  23,  1839. 

THE  CHEROKEES. 

From  the  Arkansas  Gazette. 

We  are  unwilling  that  the  history  of  the  recent 
transactions  in  the  Cherokee  nation  should  go  lorth 
to  the  world,  upon  the  partial  and  somewhat  con- 
tradictory statements  which  have  been  given  to  the 
public,  by  those  who  have  only  gleaned  from  thou- 
sand tongued  rumor. 

The  causes  which  led  to  the  New  Echota  treaty, 
in  December,  1835,  and  the  consequent  emigration 
of  the  whole  of  the  Cherokee  nation  east,  are  too 
well  Known  to  the  American  public  to  need  recapi- 
tulation in  an  article  of  newspaper  length.  The  his- 
tory of  our  calamities  is  written  upon  hundreds  of 
imperishable  American  state  papers,  and  will  be 
handed  down  to  the  rising  generations,  upon  the 
pages  of  the  decisions  of  the  most  enlightened  judi- 
ciaries that  ever  decided  the  great  principles  ot  na- 
tural and  constitutional  liberty  in  any  country. 

Of  the  merits  of  the  New  Echota  treaty,  suffice  it 
to  say,  that  it  was  made  in  good  faith,  by  the  con- 
tracting parties;  it  withstood  the  charges  of  fraud, 
and  the  malignant  assaults  of  John  Ross  and  his  par- 
tizans,  and  received  the  ratification  of  an  enlighten- 
ed American  senate.  During  two  succeeding  ses- 
sions of  congress,  did  this  disappointed  demagogue 
hang  upon  tne  American  congress,  and  ask  investi- 
gation into  what  he  called  the  “unauthorised  acts  of 
a faction  at  home.”  At  last,  however,  some  magic 
sanative  operated  most  potently  upon  this  patriotic 
“lover  of  the  land  of  his  fathers,”  and  under  a con- 
tract most  lucrative  to  this  man  and  his  relations,  he 
and  his  partizans  took  up  their  line  of  march  to  the 
home  assigned  them  in  the  New  Echota  treaty.  It 
was  to  be  hoped  that,  stilled  by  the  influence  of  the 
large  sums  of  money  which  this  man  had  the  gratifi- 
cation of  expending  (to  say  the  least  of  it),  his  com- 
plaints would  for  a time  have  been  hushed,  and  more 
especially,  after  it  was  generally  understood,  that 
his  partizans  had  universally  expressed  themselves 
satisfied  with  the  country  which  they  had  found. 

The  people  immediately  commenced  improving 
their  farms,  and  purchasing  stock,  and  every  thing 
bade  fair  for  peace  and  happiness.  But  the  people 
were  suddenly  disturbed  in  their  tranquillity  by  a 
call  from  John  Ross,  who  immediately  arrogated  to 
himself  the  title  of  “principal  chief  of  the  Ctierokee 
nation,”  for  a general  council,  to  be  held  on  the  first 
Monday  in  June.  The  old  settlers  or  western  Chero- 
kees,  the  Ross  party,  and  a considerable  number  of 
the  Ridge  or  treaty  party,  met  at  this  council.  The 
treaty  party  were  however,  only  spectators,  and  did 
not  participate  in  any  attempts  of  the  council  at  ef- 
fecting national  regulations. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  the  eastern  Cherokees  in  the 
country,  they  had  found  a government  regularly  or- 
ganized. John  Brown  was  principal  chief,  and 
others  held  subordinate  offices  under  their  constitu- 
tion and  laws.  With  these  regulations  the  treaty 
party  were  satisfied,  nor  can  they  yet  see  any  rule, 
civil  or  political  by  which  the  emigrants  into  a new 
country  have  a right  to  take  upon  themselves,  the 
regulation  of  its  intenal  affairs,  until  a change  of  laws 
or  rulers  is  called  for  by  the  constitution  and  laws 
of  the  country.  But  such  were  not  the  views  of  Mr. 
Ross.  At  this  council  he  proposed  that  he,  John 
Ross,  should  be  appointed  principal  chief  of  the 
Cherokee  nation,  George  Lowry  should  be  appoint- 
ed second,  and  Ned  Greer  should  be  appointed  third 
chief  of  the  whole  Cherokee  nation;  and  that  when 
thus  organised,  they  would  proceed  to  business  in 
connection  with  the  rightful  Cherokees  west.  Of 
course,  John  Brown,  and  the  great  mass  of  the  old 
settlers,  opposed  a measure  which  went  to  the  total 
annihilation  of  their  government  and  laws.  After 
the  council  had  been  one  week  in  session,  and  there 
being  no  prospect  of  any  arrangements  being  effect- 
ed, Messrs  Ridges,  Boudinots,  and  their  friends, 
left  the  council  ground.  The  old  settlers  remained 
ten  days  longer  at  the  council  giound,  when  it  be- 
ing understood  that  nothing  could  be  accomplished, 
they  likewise  left.  For  what  purpose  Mr.  Ross  and 
bis  partizans  remained  three  days  longer  together, 
after  the  adjournment  of  the  national  council,  the 
sequel  will  best  develope.  They  remained,  however, 
three  days  in  conclave,  and  broke  up  with  the  order 
that  there  must  be  a general  convention  (as  they 
were  pleased  to  style  it),  on  the  first  day  of  July. 

On  Saturday  of  the  same  week,  it  being  the  22d 
of  June,  a party  of  20  or  25  Indians  proceeded  to  the 
house  of  John  Ridge,  on  Honey  creek,  in  the  north 


part  of  the  Cherokee  nation,  and  having  surrounded 
the  house  with  their  rifles,  three  of  them  forced  his 
doors,  drew  him  from  his  bed  amidst  the  screams  of 
his  wife  and  children,  and  having  given  him  25 
stabs  in  his  body,  left  him  dead  in  his  yard.  Maj. 
Ridge  had  started  on  the  previous  day,  to  Vineyard, 
in  Washington  county,  Arkansas.  He  stayed  on 
Friday  night  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Ambrose  Harnage, 
forty  miles  south  of  his  son’s  residence.  He  was 
waylaid  about  10  o’clock  on  the  same  morning,  by  a 
party  of  Indians,  five  miles  west  of  Cane-hill,  and 
shot  from  a high  precipice  which  commanded  the 
road.  It  is  reported  that  about  10  or  12  guns  were 
fired  at  him;  only  five  rifle  balls,  however,  penetrat- 
ed him  body  and  head.  Thus  was  this  aged  chief 
murdered  from  an  ambush,  without  knowing  the 
dastardly  hands  w'ho  sought  his  life.  This  murder 
occurred  in  Washington  county.  About  the  same 
hour,  four  Indians  came  to  Mr.  Boudinot,  and  after 
a friendly  salutation,  asked  Mr.  Boudinot  to  walk 
from  where  his  hands  were  at  work,  and  give  them 
some  medicine.  Mr.  B.  who  was  everfound  foremost 
in  acts  of  charity,  obeyed  the  summons.  Shortly  after 
he  left  the  workmen  he  was  struck  by  these  Indians 
in  the  back  and  head,  and  brought  to  the  earth,  with 
tomahawks,  and  then  stabbed  several  times  in  the 
back  with  a bowie  knife.  His  head  was  cleft  with 
the  tomahawk  in  five  or  six  places.  These  are  the 
circumstances  attending  the  deaths  of  these  indivi- 
duals. 

It  is  notorious,  that  although  the  Ridges  and  Bou- 
dinot resided  at  the  distance  of  seventy  miles  apart, 
yet  report  of  John  Ridge’s  murder  was  circulating 
all  through  the  rank  of  Ross’s  party,  before  B’s 
death  was  known  to  his  immediate  friends.  This 
can  perhaps  be  best  explained  by  the  fact  that  Bou- 
dinot and  Ross  residing  about  one  mile  apart.  It  is 
equally  true  that  a strong  guard  were  collected  around 
Ross  and  Gunter  on  the  same  morning;  and  Ross  has 
kept  a guard  of  from  200  to  600  persons  about  his 
person  ever  since.  It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  Ross 
promises  this  guard  at  the  rate  of  25  dollars  each  per 
month,  and  gives  his  due  bills  to  individuals,  paya- 
ble on  the  faith  of  the  national  treasury.  These  due 
bills  are  bought  up  by  his  son-in-law  and  brother 
with  goods.  As  soon  as  the  undersigned,  and  some 
others  of  the  proscribed,  could  pay  the  duties  of  in- 
terment to  the  bodies  of  their  friends,  they  repaired 
to  Fort  Gibson,  where  they  remained  for  ten  days. 
■They  there  learned  upon  good  authority  that  they 
were  unsafe  while  in  the  power  of  Ross  and  his  par- 
tizans. Since  that  time  they  have  been  generally 
embodied,  for  their  self  protection. 

The  convention  of  John  Ross  assembled,  or  rather 
his  guard  increased,  on  the  first  of  July,  as  antici- 
pated. The  subjoined  manifesto  or  decree  will  show 
how  far  their  proceedings  were  intended  to  affect 
the  remaining  victims  of  their  malice.  At  the  same 
time  that  these  papers  were  drawn  up,  a resolution 
was  passed, freely  pardoning  the  murderers  of'Messrs. 
Ridges  and  Boudinot;  and  all  this,  too,  after  Mr. 
Ross’s  denial  of  any  knowledge  or  participation  in 
the  matter,  and  his  promise  to  aid  in  securing  the 
murderers.  Of  the  documents  every  one  will  judge 
for  himself;  but  to  us  they  sound  very  much  like  the 
language  of  an  usurper,  who  first  seizes  upon  the 
throne,  and  then  requires  all  the  people  who  have 
rightly  opposed  him  to  swear  allegiance  to  his  pre- 
tensions. How  far  the  Cherokees  west  united  with 
the  assumptions  of  Ross  and  his  faction,  they  will 
in  due  time  disclose  for  themselves.  If  Mr.  Ross 
expects  us  to  purchase  our  lives  by  swearing  to  the 
infamous  oath  which  he  would  put  in  our  mouths, 
he  very  much  mistakes  the  blood  which  runs  in  our 
veins.  Soonerlet  us  fall  by  the  hand  of  the  midnight 
assassin,  than  have  our  names  loaded  with  infamy, 
and  handed  down  to  posterity  as  traitors,  who  had 
“saved  their  country  from  total  destruction,  by  mak- 
ing the  best  treaty  ever  made  for  any  Indians!” — 
The  historian  will  do  justice  to  the  memories  of  the 
fallen.  We  will  never  cause  their  blood  to  rise  in 
judgment  against  us,  by  casting  obloquy  on  their 
characters.  Eight  of  our  friends  have  abandoned 
us.  Be  the  matter  with  them  and  their  God.  We 
are  conscious  that  we  have  gained  many  where  we 
have  lost  one.  The  threatened  denunciation  still 
hangs  over  us.  Well,  if  the  impending  vengeance 
must  fall,  let  it  come  upon  us  with  clear  consciences. 

JOHN  A.  BELL, 

STAND  WATIE. 

July  8th,  1839. 

[ Decree  referred  to.] 

Whereas  the  removal  of  the  eastern  Cherokees  to 
this  country,  has  brought  together  the  two  branches 
of  the  ancient  Cherokee  family,  and  rendered  it  ex- 
pedient that  a union  of  the  two  communities  should 
be  formed,  and  a system  of  government  matured  and 
established,  applicable  to  their  present  condition, 
and  satisfactory  to  all  parties;  and  whereas  a general 
council  of  the  representatives  and  people  of  both 


communities  was  appointed  for  that  purpose,  by  the 
joint  call  of  their  respective  authorities,  which  met 
accordingly  at  Ta-ka-to-kah,  on  Monday,  the  third 
day  of  June,  1839;  and  whereas  the  representative 
branch  of  said  general  council  having  been  unsuc- 
cessful in  effecting  the  objects  for  winch  the  general 
council  was  convened,  the  people  who  formed  a con- 
stituent branch  of  said  general  council,  called  a na- 
tional convention  of  the  people  of  the  eastern  and 
western  Cherokees,  to  meet  at  Illinois  camp  ground, 
July  1st,  1839,  to  take  these  important  matters  into 
consideration,  which  convention  has  assembled  ac- 
cordingly, and  is  now  in  session;  and  whereas,  in 
the  interval  between  the  call  and  the  meeting  of  the 
national  convention,  the  unhappy  fact  of  major 
Ridge,  John  Ridge  and  Elias  Boudinot,  being  kill- 
ed, occurred,  in  consequence  of  which,  violent 
threats  against  the  lives  of  innocent  and  peaceable 
citizens  were  made  by  some  of  the  friends  of  the  de- 
ceased, by  which  the  tranquillity  of  the  community 
has  been  interrupted,  and  a state  of  excitement  and 
alarm  produced,  dangerous  to  the  public  safety  and 
destructive  to  domestic  and  social  order;  and  where- 
as the  unfortunate  persons  deceased,  together  with 
others  in  connection  with  them,  had,  by  their  acts, 
unhappily  exposed  and  laid  themselves  liable  to  the 
pains  and  penalties  and  forfeitures  of  outlawry: 

Therefore,  in  order  to  stop  the  further  effusion  of 
blood,  to  calm  the  present  unhappy  excitement,  and 
to  restore  peace  and  harmony  and  confidence  to  the 
community,  we  the  people  of  the  eastern  and  western 
Cherokees,  in  general  council  assembled,  in  our  own 
name,  and  by  the  authority  and  in  the  exercise  of  our 
plenary  power,  do  ordain  and  decree,  and  by  these 
presents  it  is  ordained  and  decreed  accordingly,  that 
a full  and  free  pardon  and  amnesty  be,  and  is  here- 
by granted  to  all  those  persons  who  are  liable  as 
aforesaid,  to  the  pains  and  penalties  and  forfeitures 
of  outlawry,  and  that  they  be  fully  exempted,  releas- 
ed, and  discharged  from  all  liabilities  to  prosecution 
or  punishment  of  any  kind  whatever  on  the  aforesaid 
account;  and  that  they  be  restored  to  the  protection 
of  the  community,  and  the  enjoyment  of  the  benefits 
of  the  laws,  to  all  intents  and  purpose  as  if  the  acts 
which  rendered  them  liable  to  the  penalties  afore- 
said, had  not  been  committed;  excepting,  that  they 
shall  not  be  eligible  to  any  office  ot  profit,  trust  or 
honor,  in  the  eastern  or  western  Cherokee  commu- 
nity, or  under  any  union  or  modification  of  said  com- 
munities which  may  be  affected;  nevertheless,  the 
general  council  shall  have  power  after  the  lapse  of 
five  years,  if  in  their  opinion  the  good  conduct,  of 
any  person  or  persons  affected  by  this  decree,  shall 
render  it  proper  to  revoke,  with  regard  to  such  per- 
son or  persons,  that  portion  thereof  which  declares 
them  ineligible  to  office,  and  thereby  restore  them 
to  the  enjoyment  and  exercise  of  all  the  immunities 
and  franchises  of  the  community:  Provided, however, 
that  in  order  to  guard  the  public  peace,  and  the  per- 
sonal security  of  the  citizens,  from  being  endanger- 
ed by  the  operation  of  this  decree,  the  benefits  of  its 
provisions  shall  be  available  to  those  persons,  only, 
who  shall,  within  eight  days  after  the  passage  of  this 
decree,  appear  before  this  general  council,  and  shall 
retractor  disavow  any  threatenings,  which  may  have 
been  made  by  themselves  or  their  friends,  against 
the  life  or  lives  of  any  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  east- 
ern or  western  Cherokee  nations,  or  against  that  of 
any  other  persons,  in  revenge  or  as  retaliation,  for 
the  death  of  the  unfortunate  persons  deceased,  or  for 
any  other  cause,  and  shall  give  satisfactory  assur- 
ances that  for  the  time  to  come  they  will  demean 
themselves  as  good  and  peaceable  members  of  the 
community.  That  in  order  effectually  to  carry  out 
the  intentions  of  this  decree,to  suppress  disturbances, 
to  remove  public  nuisances,  and  to  preserve  good 
order  and  tranquillity,  eight  auxilliary  police  com- 
panies, shall  be  organized  Ihioughout  the  country  by 
voluntary  association,  each  company  to  be  com- 
manded by  a captain  and  lieutenant,  and  such  su- 
bordinate officers  as  may  be  required,  who  shall  be 
elected  by  the  people,  any  of  whom  may  also  be  re- 
moved by  the  people,  whenever  they  deem  it  expe- 
dient. The  whole  of  these  companies  to  be  under 
the  general  command  of  Jesse  Bushyhead,  1st,  and 
Loony  Price,  2d  in  command:  Provided,  always,  that 
the  general  council  shall  have  power  by  law  to  con- 
trol, modify,  suspend,  or  discontinue  these  police 
companies,  as  the  welfare  or  safety  of  the  country 
may  require. 

Given  under  our  hands  at  Illinois  camp  ground, 
this  7th  day  of  July,  1839,  by  order  and  on  behalfof 
this  general  council  of  the  eastern  and  western 
Cherokees,  in  national  convention  assembled. 

Ordered  by  the  Cherokee  people,  in  general  con- 
vention assembled,  that,  inasmuch  as  information 
concerning  the  decree  of  amnesty  passed  on  the  7th 
inst.  had  not  reached  some  of  the  persons  affected  by 
its  provisions,  that  the  time  specified  for  their  giv- 
ing assurances  for  the  future  maintenance  of  the 
peace,  be  extended  until  further  provisions  shall  be 
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made  by  the  convention  for  that  purpose,  the  inten- 
tion of  the  said  decree  being  solely  to  obtain  assur- 
ances for  the  preservation  of  the  peace,  and  not  to 
endanger  the  safely  of  any  person  whatever. 

Given  under  our  hands,  by  order  of  the  general 
convention,  this  13th  day  of  July,  1839. 

(Signed),  George  Lowry,  pres’t.  convention. 


George  Guess, 
Jack  Spears, 
George  Gunter, 
Charles  Coody, 
George  Hicks, 
Thomas  Candy, 
Daniel  McCoy, 
Riley  Keys, 


Jessee  Bushyhead, 
Young  Wolf, 
Moses  Parris, 
Richard  Taylor, 
Edward  Gunter, 
Lewis  Riley, 
Thomas  Foreman. 


Oath  of  renunciation  of  the  treaty,  and  of  allegiance, 
presented  by  Ross’s  council. 

Whereas,  by  a decree  of  the  general  council  of  the 
eastern  and  western  Cherokee3,  in  national  conven- 
tion assembled,  at  Illinois  camp  ground,  July  7th, 
1839,  it  is  provided  that  a “full  and  free  pardon  and 
amnesty  be  granted  to  certain  persons,  who,  by  their 
acts,  had  exposed  and  laid  themselves  liable  to  the 
pains  and  penalties  and  forfeitures  of  outlawry,  and 
that  they  be  fully  exempted,  released  and  discharged 
from  all  liability  to  prosecution  or  punishmentof  any 
kind  whatever,  on  the  aforesaid  account,  and  that 
they  be  restored  to  the  protection  of  the  community 
and  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  benefits  of  the  laws: 
Provided,  however,  that  the  benefits  of  this  decree 
shall  be  available  to  those  persons  only  who  shall 
retract  or  disavow  any  threatenings  which  may  have 
been  made  by  themselves  or  their  friends,  against 
the  life  or  lives  of  any  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  east- 
ern or  western  Cherokee  nations,  or  that  of  any 
other'person,  in  revenge  for  the  death  of  major  Ridge, 
John  Ridge,  and  Elias  Boudinot,  and  shall  give  sa- 
tisfactory assurance'that  for  the  time  to  come  they 
will  demean  themselves  as  good  and  peaceable  mem- 
bers of  the  community:” 

Now,  we,  the  undersigned,  gratefully  accepting 
the  clemency  of  our  people,  humanely  provided  for 
our  benefit  and  relief,  do,  in  the  presence  of  the  Su- 
preme Judge  and  Searcher  of  all  hearts,  and  in  the 
presence  of  this  great  assembly,  hereby  sincerely 
acknowledge  our  error,  and  express  our  deep  con- 
trition for  the  same;  and  we  do  also  declare  our  readi- 
ness to  submit  to  our  people,  and  to  make  all  the 
reparation  in  our  power  for  the  injury  we  have  done; 
and  we  do  hereby  recall  and  retract  any  threatenings 
made  by  ourselves  or  any  of  our  friends,  against  the 
life  of  any  person  whatever;  and  we  do  disavow  any 
such  threats  made  by  any  pf  our  friends  in  revenge 
or  retaliation,  for  the  death  of  the  persons  aforesaid, 
or  for  any  other  cause,  and  in  conformity  with  the 
requirements  of  the  ordinance  and  decree  aforesaid, 
we  do,  in  the  presence  of  the  Supreme  Judge,  and 
of  this  general  council,  solemnly  pledge  ourselves  to 
abstain  from  all  acts  which  may  in  any  manner  dis- 
turb the  peace  and  endanger  the  security  of  the 
community  or  of  any  individual  thereof;  but  for  the' 
time  to  come,  we  will  sacredly  regard  these  our  so- 
lemn assurances,  and  in  good  faith  demean  ourselves 
as  good  and  peaceable  citizens,  in  fulfilment  of  the 
obligations  involved  in  this  pledge,  and  in  the  inten- 
tions of  the  ordinance  and  decree. 

Given  under  our  hands,  at  Illinois  camp  ground, 
in  the  presence  of  the  national  convention,  this  10th 
day  of  July,  1839. 


N.  B.  We  would  just  ask  why  these  instruments 
specify  no  crime,  no  act,  nor  the  names  of  any  indi- 
viduals? Is  it  because  of  the  protection  promised  in 
the  treaty  to  its  signers?  J.  A.  B. 

S.  W. 


REMINISCENCES  OF  WESTERN  WAR- 
FARE. 

From  the  Louisville  Journal. 

CAPTURE  OF  VINCENNES  BY  GENERAL  CLARK. 

In  the  Journal  of  Wednesday  we  noticed  briefly 
judge  Law’s  address,  before  the  Historical  and  An- 
tiquarian society  of  Vincennes.  We  give  below  his 
account  of  the  capture  oflieut.  gov.  Hamilton  with 
the  British  forces  under  his  command  at  that  post, 
in  1779,  by  gen.  George  Rogers  Clark.  We  have 
cited  this  passage,  not  because  the  events  are  whol- 
ly new  to  our  Kentucky  readers — for  some  of  the 
brave  associates  of  this  gallant  achievement  still 
survive,  to  tell  the  heroic  deeds  of  their  youth,  and 
the  pages  of  Marshall  and  Butler  have  chronicled 
them — but  because  the  form  in  which  they  are  pre- 
sented, coming  to  us  mostly,  in  original  documents, 
the  relics  of  that  time,  and  penned  on  the  scene  of 
action,  gives  to  them  an  air  of  freshness,  and,  as  it 
were,  carries  us  back  to  the  period  of  their  occur- 
rence. The  “unpublished  journal,”  referred  to  by 
judge  Law,  was  kept  by  major  Bowman,  who  held 
a captain’s  command  in  the  expedition.  This,  to- 
gether with  all  the  original  documents  extant  re- 


specting the  campaigns  of  Clark,  is  in  the  posses- 
sion of  a gentleman  of  this  city,  who  has  been  en- 
gaged for  some  time  in  preparing  a biography  of 
that  renowned  warrior. 

It  was  on  the  5th  February,  1779,  that  a Spartan 
band  of  170  men,  headed  by  as  gallant  a leader  as 
ever  led  men  to  battle,  crossed  the  Kaskaskia  river, 
on  their  march  to  this  place.  The  incidents  of  this 
campaign,  their  perils,  their  sufferings,  their  con- 
stancy, their  courage,  their  success  would  be  in- 
credible, were  they  not  matters  of  history.  In  my 
opinion,  as  I have  before  remarked,  no  campaign 
either  in  ancient  or  modern  warfare,  taking  into 
consideration  the  force  employed,  the  want  of  ma- 
terial, the  country  passed  over,  the  destitution  of 
even  the  necessaries  of  life,  the  object  to  be  ac- 
complished, and  the  glorious  results  flowing  from 
it,  is  to  be  compared  to  it.  And  what  is  yet  more 
astonishing,  is  the  fact,  that  a battle  which  decided 
the  fate  of  an  empire,  a campaign  which  added  to 
our  possessions  a country  more  than  equal  in  extent 
to  the  United  Kingdoms  of  Great  Britain,  Scotland 
and  Ireland,  has  scarcely  even  a page  of  our  revo- 
lutionary annals  devoted  to  its  details,  or  making 
even  honorable  mention  of  the  brave  and  gallant 
men  who  so  nobly  and  successfully  conducted  it. 

Time  would  fail  me,  and  your  patience  would  be 
perhaps  exhausted,  were  I to  follow  step  by  step, 
and  day  by  day,  this  small,  but  brave,  devoted, 
patriotic  and  chivalrous  corps,  through  the  wilder- 
ness from  Kaskaskia  to  this  place.  It  would  be 
but  a repetition  of  daily  sufferings,  of  fatigue,  of 
peril,  of  constancy,  of  perseverance,  and  of  hope. 
Day  after  day,  without  piovisions,  wading  in  ice 
and  water  to  their  necks,  through  the  over  flowed 
bottoms  of  the  Wabash,  carrying  their  rifles  above 
their  heads,  their  gallant  chief  taking  the  lead, 
foremost  in  difficulty  and  in  danger,  did  those  patri- 
otic soldiers  struggle  on,  faint,  weary,  cold  and 
starving,  until  the  prize  was  in  view,) and  their  ob- 
ject was  accomplished.  Look  around  you,  my 
friends,  and  see  what  this  portion  of  our  beloved 
union  is  now.  Look  ahead,  and  tell  me  if  you 
can,  what  it  is  to  be  a half  century  hence,  sup- 
posing the  improvements  to  progress  as  they  have 
the  last  twenty  years — and  the  advancement  will 
be  geometrical — and  then  go  back  with  me  sixty 
years  since,  this  very  day,  and  learn  from  an  actor 
in  the  scene — one  holding  command,  and  from 
whose  unpublished  journal,  I make  the  extract, 
what  the  country  was,  and  the  difficulties  and  dan- 
gers, the  perils  and  sufferings  those  endured  who 
conquered  it  for  you  and  yours:  and  should  you,  or 
those  who  are  to  come  after  you,  to  the  latest  gene- 
ration forget  them,  “may  your  right  hands  forget 
their  cunning.” 

“February  22d,  1779.  Colonel  Clark*  encou- 
raged his  men,  which  gave  them  great  spirits. — 
Marched  on  in  the  water;  those  that  were  weak 
and  famished  from  so  much  fatigue,  went  in  the 
canoes.  We  came  three  miles  farther  to  some  su- 
gar camps,  where  we  stayed  all  night.  Heard  the 
evening  and  morning  guns  at  the  fort.  No  pro- 
visions yet.  The  Lord  help  us. 

“23d.  Setoff  to  cross  a plain  called  Horse  Shoe 
plain,  about  four  miles  long,  all  covered  with  water 
breast  high.  Here  we  expected  some  of  our  brave 
men  must  certainly  perish,  the  water  having  frozen 
in  the  night  and  so  long  fasting.  Having  no  other 
resource  but  wading  this  lake  of  frozen  water,  we 
plunged  in  with  courage,  colonel  Clark  being  first. 
We  took  care  to  have  boats  by,  to  take  those  who 
were  weak  and  benumbed  with  the  cold  in  them. — 
Never  were  men  so  animated  with  the  thought  of 
avenging  the  ravages  done  to  their  back  settle- 
ments, as  this  small  army  was.  About  1 o’clock 
we  came  in  sight  of  the  town.  We  halted  on  a 
small  hill  of  dry  land,  called  “Warren’s  island,” 
where  we  took  a prisoner  hunting  ducks,  who  in- 
formed us  that  no  person  suspected  our  coming  in 
that  season  of  the  year.  Colonel  Clark  wrote  a 
letter  by  him  to  the  inhabitants  as  follows: 

“7b  the  inhabitants  of  Post  Vincennes, 

Gentlemen:  Being  now  within  two  miles  of 
your  village  with  my  army,  determined  to  take 
your  fort  this  night,  and  not  being  willing  to  sur- 
prise you;  I take  this  method  of  requesting  such  of 
you,  as  are  true  citizens,  and  willing  to  enjoy  the 
liberty  I bring  you,  to  remain  still  in  your  houses. 

* I am  indebted,  and  much  indebted,  to  my  friend 
professor  Bliss,  of  Louisville,  Kentucky,  for  the  letters 
of  general  Clark,  and  the  extract  from  major  Bow- 
man’s journal  of  the  capture  of  Vincennes,  now  for 
the  first  time  published.  Professor  Bliss  is  now  pre- 
paring for  publication  a “Life  of  general  Clark.”  With 
the  talent  and  research  which  he  possesses,  and  with 
the  materials  which  he  has  already  collected,  I have 
no  hesitation  in  saying  that  it  will  be  one  of  the  most 
interesting  works  which  has  ever  been  issued  from  the 
American  press. 


And  those,  if  any  there  are,  that  are  friends  to  the 
king,  will  instantly  repair  to  the  fort,  and  join  Hair- 
Buyee  general,  and  fight  like  men.  And  if  any 
such  as  do  not  go  to  the  fort,  shall  be  discovered  af- 
terwards, they  may  depend  on  severe  punishment. 
On  the  contrary,  those  who  are  true  triends  to  liber- 
ty, will  be  well  treated. 

G.  R.  CLARK.” 

In  order  to  give  effect  to  this  letter,  by  having  it 
communicated  to  the  French  inhabitants,  the  army 
encamped  until  about  sun  down,  when  they  com- 
menced their  march,  wading  in  water  about  breast 
high,  to  the  rising  ground  on  which  the  town  is 
situated.  One  portion  of  the  army  marched  up  di- 
rectly along  where  the  levee  is  now  raised,  and 
came  in  by  the  steam-mill,  While  another  party 
under  lieutenant  Bradley,  deployed  from  tne  main 
body,  and  came  in  the  present  Princeton  road.  An 
entrenchment  was  thrown  up  in  front  of  the  fort, 
and  the  battle  commenced  from  the  British  side  by 
the  discharge,  though  without  effect,  of  their  can- 
non, and  the  return  on  our  side  of  riffle  shot— “the 
only  arms  which  the  Americans  possessed.  On 
the  morning  of  the  24th,  about  9 o’clock,  colonel 
Clark  sent  in  a flag  of  truce,  with  a letter  to  the 
British  commander,  during  which  time  there  was  a 
cessation  of  hostilities,  and  the  men  were  provided 
with  a breakfast — the  first  meal  which  they  had 
since  the  18th,  six  days  before.  The  letter  of  Clark 
is  so  characteristic  of  the  man,  so  laconic,  and  under 
such  trying  circumstances,  shows  so  much  tact, 
self-possession  and  firmness,  that  I will  read  it. 

“Sir:  In  order  to  save  yourself  from  the  impend- 
ing storm  that  now  threatens,  I order  you  immedi- 
ately to  surrender  yourself,  w ith  all  your  garrison, 
stores,  &c.  &c.  For  if  I am  obliged  to  storm,  you 
may  depend  on  such  treatment  as  is  justly  due  to  a 
murderer.  Beware  of  destroying  stores  of  any  kind, 
or  any  papers  or  letters  that  are  in  your  possession, 
or  hurt’ng  one  house  in  town.  For,  by  Heavens,  if 
you  do,  there  shall  be  no  mercy  shown  you. 

“G.  R.  CLARK. 

"To  gov.  Hamilton.” 

Since  the  days  of  Charles  XII,  of  Sweden,  I 
doubt  whether  ever  such  a cartel,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, was  sent  to  an  antagonist.  Prudence 
as  Clark  well  knew  would,  indeed,  have  been  a 
rascally  virtue  on  such  an  occasion.  Hemmed  in 
on  one  side  by  ice  and  water,  with  a fortified  post 
bristling  with  artillery  in  front,  with  one  hundred 
and  seventy  soldiers — part  Americans,  part  Creoles, 
without  food,  worn  out  and  armed  only  with  rifles; 
it  was,  as  Clark  knew,  only  by  acting  the  victor 
instead  of  the  vanquished,  (as  was  the  real  state  of 
the  case,  if  Hamilton  had  only  known  the  fact) 
that  he  could  hope  to  succeed.  He  acted  wisely 
and  he  acted  bravely;  any  other  course,  and  he 
would  have  been  a prisoner  instead  of  a conqueror. 
The  very  reply  of  Hamilton  to  this  singular  epistle 
shows  he  was  already  quailing: 

“Governor  Hamilton  begs  leave  to  acquaint  colo- 
nel Clark,  that  he  and  his  garrison  are  not  disposed 
to  be  awed  into  any  action  unworthy  British  sub- 
jects.” 

The  battle  was  renewed;  the  skill  of  our  west- 
ern riflemen,  celebrated  even  in  our  days,  wounded 
several  of  the  men  in  the  fort  through  the  port 
holes,  the  only  place  where  a shot  could  be  made 
effective.  Clark  with  the  skill  of  a practical  com- 
mander, must  have  seen  and  felt  from  the  answer 
returned  to  his  communication,  that  another  mes- 
sage would  soon  be  delivered  to  him  from  the  same 
quarter;  and  he  was  not  long  in  receiving  it.  The 
flag  of  truce  brought  him  as  follows: 

“Governor  Hamilton  proposes  to  colonel  Clark  a 
truce  for  three  days,  during  which  time  he  promises, 
that  there  shall  be  no  defensive  work  carried  on  in 
the  garrison,  on  condition,  that  colonel  C.  will  ob- 
serve on  his  part  a like  cessation  of  offensive  work; 
that  is  he  wishes  to  confer  with  colonel  Clark,  as 
soon  as  can  be,  and  promises  that  whatever  may 
pass  between  them  two,  and  another  person,  mutu- 
ally agreed  on  to  be  present,  shall  remain  secret  till 
matters  be  finished,  as  he  wishes,  that  whatever  the 
result  of  the  conference  may  be,  it  may  tend  to  the 
honor  and  credit  of  each  party.  If  colonel  Clark 
makes  a difficulty  of  coining  into  the  fort,  lieuten- 
ant governor  Hamilton  will  sppak  with  him  by  the 
gate.  HENRY  HAMILTON. 

February  24///.,  ’79. 

If  governor  Hamilton  had  known  the  man  he 
was  dealing  with,  he  would  have  found  ’ere  this, 
that  he  would  have  made  light  of  any  difficulties 
‘in  getting  into  the  fort;’  and  if  not  already  con- 
vinced of  the  daring  of  the  foe  he  was  contending 
with,  one  would  have  supposed  Clark’s  answer 
would  have  set  him  right: 

“Colonel  Clark’s  compliment’s  to  governor  Ha- 
milton, and  begs  leave  to  say  that  he  will  not  agree 
to  any  terms,  other  than  Mr.  Hamilton  surrendering 
himself  and  garrison  prisoners  at  discretion. 
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“If  Mr.  Hamilton  wants  to  talk  with  colonel 
Clark,  he  will  meet  him  at  the  church  with  captain 
Helm.” 

Laconic  enough  surely,  and  easily  understood; 
and  so  it  was;  for  in  less  than  one  hour  afterwards, 
Clark  dictated  himself  the  following  terms,  which 
were  accepted,  a meeting  having  taken  place  at  the 
church: 

1st.  Lieutenant  governor  Hamilton  agrees  to  de- 
liver up  to  colonel  Clarke  “fort  Sackville,”  as  it 
is  at  present,  with  all  its  stories,  &c. 

2d.  The  garrison  are  to  deliver  themselves  as 
prisoners  of  war,  and  march  out  with  their  arras 
and  accoutrements. 

3d.  The  garrison  to  be  delivered  up  to-morrow 
at  ten  o’clock. 

4th.  Three  days’  time  to  be  allowed  the  garrison 
to  settle  their  accounts  with  the  inhabitants  and 
traders. 

5th.  The  officers  of  the  garrison  to  be  allowed 
their  necessary  baggage,  &c. 

Signed  at  fort  St.  Vincente,  this  24th  of  February, 
1779;  agreed  for  the  following  reasons: 

1st.  The  remoteness  from  succor.  2d.  The  state 
and  quantity  of  provisions.  3d.  The  unanimity  of 
the  officers  and  men  in  its  expediency.  4th.  The 
honorable  terms  allowed — and  lastly,  the  confidence 
in  a generous  enemy. 

HENRY  HAMILTON, 
Lieut,  governor  and  superintendent.” 

It  was  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  February,  1799, 
about  two  o’clock  in  the  forenoon,  that  the  British 
troops  marched  out,  and  the  Americans  entered  that 
fort,  acquired  with  the  tact,  skill,  judgment,  bravery, 
peril  and  suffering,  which  I have  so  briefly  at- 
tempted to  describe.  The  British  ensign  was  hauled 
down,  and  the  American  flag  waved  above  it  in 
triumph;  that  flag, 

“Within  whose  folds 
Are  wrapped  the  treasures  of  our  hearts, 

Where  e’er  its  waving  sheet  is  fanned, 

By  breezes  of  the  sea  or  land.’’ 

Time  would  not  permit  me,  my  friends,  to  dwell 
on  the  important  results  growing  out  of  this  con- 
quest to  our  common  country.  A volume  would 
be  required  to  delineate  fully,  all  the  advantages 
which  have  been  derived  from  it  to  that  union,  a 
portion  of  which  we  now  constitute.  Calculate,  if 
you  can,  the  revenue  which  the  government  al- 
ready has,  and  will  continue  to  derive  from  its  pub- 
lic domain  within  the  territory  thus  acquired. — 
Bounded  by  the  lakes  and  the  Miami  on  one  side, 
and  the  Ohio  and  the  Mississippi  on  the  other,  em- 
bracing three  large  states,  with  a population  now 
of  upwards  of  two  millions,  with  a representation 
of  six  senators  in  one  branch  of  our  national  coun- 
cils, and  eleven  representatives  in  the  other;  and 
which,  within  the  last  half  century,  was  represented 
by  a single  delegate,  but  in  the  next  half  century 
to  come,  will  have  fifty  representatives;  mild  in  its 
climate,  rich  in  its  soil,  yielding  in  the  abundance, 
variety,  and  excellence  of  its  products,  perhaps,  a 
greater  quantity  than  the  same  space  of  territory  in 
the  civilized  world;  inhabited,  and  to  be  inhabited 
by  a race  of  industrious,  hard-working,  intelligent, 
high-minded  and  patriotic  people,  attached  to  the 
institutions  of  their  country;  lovers  of  order,  liberty 
and  law;  republicans  in  precepts  and  in  practice; 
trained  from  their  earliest  infancy  to  revere  and 
venerate,  to  love  and  to  idolize  the  constitution 
adopted  by  their  lathers,  for  the  government  of 
themselves  and  their  posterity: — calculate  if  you 
can,  the  increase  within  this  territory,  of  just  such 
a population  as  I have  described,  within  sixty  years 
to  come— its  wealth,  its  influence,  its  power,  its 
improvements,  morally  and  socially — and  when 
your  minds  are  wearied  in  the  immensity  of  the 
speculation,  ask  yourselves  to  whom  all  these  bless- 
ings are  to  be  attributed;  and  whether  national  grati- 
tude, in  the  fulness  of  national  wealth  and  pros- 
perity, can  find  treasures  enough  to  repay  those 
gallant  men,  and  those  who  aided  them  in  their 
glorious  struggle,  which  I have  thus  attempted 
freely  to  describe. 

REVOLUTIONARY  RELIC. 

From  the  Albany  evening  Journal. 

The  following  interestingdocument,  prepared  and 
signed  by  the  Albany  “committees  of  safety, ’’during 
the  “times  that  tried  men’s  souls,”  is  copied  from  the 
manuscript  volume  in  which  it  was  originally  re- 
corded, with  the  names  of  the  “signers”  in  their 
own  hand-writing.  This  old  book,  which  abounds 
in  revolutionary  interest,  has  been  preserved  in  the 
family  of  the  late  col.  Sebastian  Visscher: 

A general  association,  agreed  to  and  subscribed  by  the 
members  of  the  several  committees  of  the  city  and 
county  of  Albany. 

Persuaded,  That  the  salvation  of  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  America  depends,  under  God,  on  the 


firm  union  of  its  inhabitants,  in  a vigorous  prosecu- 
tion of  the  measures  necessary  lor  its  safety;  and 
convinced  of  the  necessity  of  preventing  the  anar- 
chy and  confusion  which  attend  a dissolution  of  the 
powers  of  government,  we,  the  freemen,  freehol- 
ders, and  inhabitants  of  the  city  and  county  of  Al- 
bany, being  greatly  alarmed  at  the  avowed  design 
of  the  ministry  to  raise  a revenue  in  America,  and 
shocked  by  the  bloody  scene  now  acting  in  the 
Massachusetts  bay,  do  in  the  most  solemn  manner 
resolve  never  to  become  slaves;  and  do  associate, 
under  all  the  ties  of  religion,  honor  and  love  to 
our  country,  to  adopt,  and  endeavor  to  carry  into 
execution,  whatever  measures  may  be  recommend- 
ed by  the  continental  congress,  or  resolved  upon  by 
our  provincial  convention,  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
serving our  constitution,  and  opposing  the  execu- 
tion of  the  several  arbitrary  and  oppressive  acts  of 
the  British  parliament,  until  a reconciliation  be- 
tween Great  Britain  arid  America  on  constitutional 
principles  (which  we  most  ardently  desire)  can  be 
obtained;  and  that  we  will  in  all  things  follow  the 
advice  of  our  general  committee  respecting  the  pur- 
poses aforesaid,  the  preservation  of  peace  and  good 
order,  and  the  safety  of  individuals  and  private  pro- 
perty. John  Barclay,  chairman. 


Walter  Livingston, 

John  Bay, 

James  Magee, 

Tynsen  Colborn, 

Jo.  Young, 

Richard  Esselstyn, 
Othniel  Gardner, 

Baret  Dyne, 

Isaac  Van  Aernum, 
Gi3bert  Marselis, 

Phi.  D.  Schuyler, 
George  White, 

John  McClung, 

Guthron  Woodworth, 
Bustejean  T.  Vescher, 
Flous  Bancker, 

John  Knickerbacker,  jr. 
Barent  Vanderpoel, 
William  Vanbergen, 
John  Abbott, 

Jacobus  Williamson, 
Sami.  Van  Vechten, 
Peter  Becker, 

Ebenezer  Allen, 

Simeon  Covell, 

Asa  Flint, 

James  Parrot, 
his 

Henry  X L.  Leake, 
mark. 

Andries  Watbeck, 

Mat.  Visscher, 

Sami.  Stringer, 

Gerrit  Lansing,  jr. 


Robert  Yates, 

Henry  I.  Bogert, 

Abrm.  Cuyler, 

Robert  McClallan, 
Henry  Wendell, 

Corns.  Van  Santvoort, 
Rr.  Bleecker, 

Henry  Bleecker, 

John  H.  Ten  Eyck, 
Jacob  Bleecker,  jr. 

Jno.  T.  Beeckman, 
Har.  Wendell, 

Matthew  Adgate, 

A bin.  Yates,  jr. 

John  Taylor, 

Rutger  Lansingh, 
Henry  Quackenboss, 
John  M.  Beeckman, 
John  D.  Fonda, 

John  Van  Rensselaer,  jr. 
John  Price, 

Anthony  Van  Schaick, 
Dirck  Ten  Broeck, 
Reitzert  Bronker, 
Frederick  Beringer, 
Reyneer  Van  Aalsteyn, 
Philip  Van  Veghten, 
Joshua  Losee, 

Anthony  Van  Bergen, 
Albertus  Van  Loon, 
Mynd.  Roseboom, 

John  Van  Loon, 

Ab.  Ten  Eyck, 

Henry  Van  Veghten. 


John  Ten  Broeck, 

Adopted  January  24,  1775. 

[The  above  resolve,  or  article  of  association,  was 
the  form  adopted  by  the  provincial  general  com- 
mittee in  the  city  of  New'  York,  and  sent  out  to  all 
parts  of  the  state  for  the  signatures  of  such  of  the 
people  as  chose  to  sign  them,  and  the  names  (to  be 
written  on  the  back)  of  such  as  refused.  They 
were  very  generally  returned  to  the  committee,  and 
there  is  now  in  the  executive  office  at  Albany  a 
large  volume  containing  the  forms  returned,  with 
the  original  signatures  and  the  names  of  the  refusers. 
Mr.  Force,  our  antiquarian  fellow  townsman,  pos- 
sesses a transcript  of  the  volume  in  his  extensive 
collection  of  revolutionary  and  anti-revolutionary 
papers.  The  date  of  the  above  should  be  June  in- 
stead of  January.]  [Nat.  Intel. 


STEAM  VESSELS  AND  MORTAR  CANNON. 

The  following  extract  is  the  conclusion  of  an  ar- 
ticle in  the  last  number  of  the  Foreign  Quarterly- 
Review  on  the  tangled  relations,  peaceful  and  belli- 
gerent, of  Europe  and  Asia.  It  contains  some  in- 
formation of  great  interest  on  a subject  that  is  now 
attracting  general  attention  among  maritime  nations. 

[ Baltimore  American. 

We  have  avowed  our  little  apprehension  of  the 
Russian  fleets.  That  of  France  is  far  more  formida- 
ble, and  her  naval  power,  by  the  invention  ot  steam, 
may  bid  defiance  to  the  boldest  in  Europe.  On  this 
head  she  deserves  the  utmost  attention. 

The  system  of  large  vessels,  regular  ships  of  the 
line,  must  now  be  materially  altered;  and  though  we 
undoubtedly  ought  to  keep  up  a force  ofthese  equal 
to  any  thing  that  might  be  brought  against  us,  so 
long  as  the  present  system  is  retained  by  other  na- 
tions, yet  it  must  undergo  modification.  Our  naval 
superiority  in  the  last  war,  for  instance,  cannot  be 
maintained  by  the  same  means;  the  system  of  block- 
ade would  be  impracticable;  steamers  might  at  any 
time  tow  vessels  of  war  and  transports  along  their 


own  shores,  if  desirable;  while  vessels  of  war  must 
be  dependent  on  the  wind,  and  consequently  stand 
out  olten  far  to  sea.  But  steamers  could  not  be  em- 
ployed in  permanent  blockade,  from  the  quantity  of 
fuel  they  require,  and  the  little  scope  they  afford  for 
movement  and  space,  alter  allowance  for  machine- 
ry. The  fire,  too,  increases  the  danger  to  the  ma- 
gazine. But,  though  inefficient  for  a blockade,  they 
would  be  of  infinite  service  against  it;  fora  single 
steamer  might  issue  from  a blockaded  port  at  night, 
in  fair  weather,  towing  gunboats,  and  bearing  a gun 
or  mortar  cannon  carrying  a shell  of  sixty-eight 
pounds.  Against  this  assault  a ship  of  the  line 
could  offer  little  defence;  for  as  the  steamer  lies  low 
in  the  water,  she  would  scarcely  afford  a mark, 
while  the  high  hull  and  tall  masts  of  her  antagonist 
would  offer  a target  for  every  shot. 

As  proofs  of  the  destructiveness  of  the  new  sys- 
tem, we  extract  from  the  reports  of  two  experiments 
made  at  Brest,  with  M.  Paixhans’s  mortar  cannon, 
on  the  Pacificateur  of  80  guns,  some  years  since. — 
It  is  stated  that 

“Whatever  ideas  might  have  been  formed  of  the 
effects  of  this  arm,  those  which  have  been  obtained 
have  surpassed  them;  that  the  discharges  have  pro- 
duced in  the  line-of-battle  ship  a destruction  and  ra- 
vage which  would  certainly  have  prevented  her 
from  continuing  the  action,  and  perhaps  led  to  her 
immediate  ruin;  that  extremely  remarkable  ranges 
were  obtained;  that  the  results,  so  surprising,  might 
serve  greatly  to  modify,  in  extending  its  effects,  the 
use  of  artillery  by  sea  and  land;  that  M.  Paixhans  is 
highly  praiseworthy  for  having  introduced  them; 
and  that  he  cannot  be  too  much  congratulated;  that 
experience  has  confirmed  his  theory;  that  if  such 
effects  have  been  produced  with  an  80-pounder  gun, 
one  can  hardly  imagine  those  which  might  be  pro- 
duced by  150-pounder  guns,  which  M.  Paixhans 
equally  proposed.” 

The  report  terminates  thus:  “From  this  time  your 
committee  is  unanimous  on  the  immense  advantages 
which  would  be  produced  by  the  adoption  of  this 
species  of  ordnance,  which,  employed  for  the  de- 
fence of  coasts,  in  gun-boats,  floating  batteries,  at 
the  entrance  of  roadsteads,  &c.  would  render  impos- 
sible the  success  of  any  enterprise  attempted  against 
them  by  a squadron,  whatever  might  be  its  force. — 
Your  committee  is  equally  convinced  that  through 
new  experiments  on  the  use  of  this  arm  on  board 
ships  of  the  line,  we  may  arrive,  either  by  the  dif- 
ferent arrangement  of  which  its  fitting  is  suscepti- 
ble, or  by  modification  of  the  construction  of  the 
vessels  themselves,  at  bringing  this  gun  into  use 
without  danger,  of  which  the  effects  would  evident- 
ly be  to  establish  a sort  of  equilibrium  between  ves- 
sels of  different  sorts  and  different  sizes — a result 
which  would  be  all  to  the  advantage  of  the  power 
which  had  the  fewest  great  ships  oftheline,  and  the 
largest  population,  and  consequently  to  the  advan- 
tage ofFrance  over  England.” 

We  extract  from  the  second  report  as  follows: 

“The  commission,  which  twice  assured  itself,  by- 
personal  inspection,  of  the  prodigious  damage  done 
on  board  the  Pacificateur  by  the  shells,  has,  after  a 
full  discussion,  formed  the  opinion  that  the  Paixhans 
cannon  throw  shells  horizontally,  or  at  the  same  an- 
gle as  ordinary  guns. 

“That  the  effect  of  them  is  so  terrible  that  it  would 
probably  suffice  for  one  or  two  shells  of  this  kind  to 
burst  between  the  decks  of  a ship,  to  compromise 
the  defence  of  the  vessel  attacked. 

“That  these  shells  may  produce,  by  their  force 
and  explosion  among  the  timbers,  if  they  should 
burst  there,  a degree  of  damage  which,  if  it  took 
place  near  the  water-line,  would  expose  a line-of- 
battle  ship  to  be  sunk,  of  which  a judgment  might 
be  formed  from  the  effect  of  the  shell  No.  8,  which, 
if  it  had  taken  place  at  the  water-line,  had  compro- 
mised the  safety  of  the  ship,  &c. 

“Respecting  the  question  of  admitting  mortar 
cannon  into  the  ships  of  the  line,  the  commission, 
considering  the  danger  and  difficulty  of  employing 
at  once  too  great  a number  of  loaded  hollow  projec- 
tiles, ‘does  not  think  that  the  battery  of  a line-of- 
battle  ship  ought  to  be  wholly  armed  with  them; 
but  it  is  nearly  unanimous  that  two  or  four  of  these 
guns  might  be  placed  in  the  lower  battery,  especially 
at  one  of  the  extremities,  with  the  precaution  of 
having  a store-room  apart  for  the  shells  ’ For  the 
rest  upon  this  point,  the  commission  thinks  ‘that  it 
would  be  convenient,  before  the  adoption  of  this  arm 
on  board  of  ships  of  the  line,  to  have  experiments 
made  upon  them  at  sea,  recommending  that  the  trials 
should  be  made  under  all  circumstances,’  &c. 

“And  as  to  the  use  of  mortar  cannon  in  other  ves- 
sels than  ships  of  the  line,  as  well  as  upon  the  coast, 
&c.  the  commission  was  unanimously  satisfied 
‘that  this  arm  would  have  a marvellous  effect  in 
coast  batteries.  No  ship,  whatever  might  be  its 
force,  if  it  was  from  300  to  600  fathoms  distant,  could 
stand  against  such  battery;  that  it  would  be  very  ad- 


88 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— OCT.  5,  1839— CEREMONIES  OF  THE  PROROGATION. 


vantageous  to  arm,  with  this  new  artillery,  either 
floating  batteries  or  gunboats,  or  vessels  or  steam- 
vessels;  and  it  is  of  opinion  that,  for  the  defence  of 
roadsteads,  coasts,  or  attack  of  line-of-battle  ships 
becalmed  or  embayed,  the  success  of  mortar  cannon 
would  be  infallible.’ 


INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENTS— NEW  YORK 
AND  ERIE  RAIL  ROAD. 

We  find  in  the  Broome  County  Republican,  the 
following  letter  from  governor  Seward,  written  in 
reply  to  a committee  from  Bath,  Steuben  county, 
who  had  invited  him  to  a public  dinner. 

It  holds  the  right  and  sound  doctrine  on  the  ad- 
vantages of  internal  improvements,  and  pronoun- 
ces a very  decided  concurrence  in  the  assembly’s 
bill  of  last  year,  for  making  the  New  York  and 
Erie  rail  road  a state  work. 

Bath,  Sept.  5th,  1839. 

Gentlemen:  Having  had  many  occasions  to  re- 
gret the  want  of  an  adequate  knowledge  of  the 
physical  formation,  the  actual  condition,  and  the 
capabilities  of  improvement  of  the  regions  of  the 
state  lying  along  its  boundaries,  I have  visited  the 
shores  of  our  northern  lakes  and  rivers,  and  after 
a journey  of  several  weeks  have  arrived  here  on 
my  tour  through  the  region  of  the  sources  of  the 
great  rivers  of 'the  south.  With  the  exception  of  a 
week  spent  with  my  friends  in  Chautauque  county, 
I have  denied  myself  the  pleasure  of  intercourse 
with  my  fellow  citizens  in  any  form  which  would 
delay  my  progress.  I shall,  nevertheless,  be  com- 
pelled by  previous  engagements  to  relinquish  for 
the  present  my  purpose  of  visiting  the  southern 
tier  of  counties  east  of  Tioga.  You  will  please 
accept  this  explanation  as  my  apology  for  declining 
your  polite  invitation  to  a public  dinner,  as  well  as 
for  the  haste  in  which  I shall  leave  the  county  of 
Steuben. 

It  were  to  be  desired  that  every  citizen  of  the 
state  could  be  intimately  acquainted  with  all  the 
different  portions  of  its  territory.  When  he  should 
obtain  a personal  knowledge  of  the  immense  mine- 
ral resources  and  manufacturing  facilities  of  the 
north,  the  agricultural  and  commercial  advantages 
of  the  west  and  south,  he  would  have  a more  just 
conception  of  the  greatness  and  powerofthe  whole 
state,  and  the  union  and  harmony  of  its  varied  in- 
terests. He  would  no  longer  regard  the  state  as 
weak  and  impoverished,  or  any  portion  of  it  as  un- 
worthy the  fostering  care  of  the  legislature.  He 
would  no  longer  fear  that  the  improvement  of  one 
section  could  impair  the  prosperity  of  another;  nor 
longer  doubt  the  ability  of  the  state,  with  judi- 
cious and  well  directed  elforts,  to  accomplish  the 
desired  improvements  of  the  whole.  If  he  were  a 
republican,  and  understood  the  operation  of  equal 
suffrage,  he  would  learn  how  impossible  it  is  to 
retain^  one  section  in  a condition  of  inferiority  to 
others  which  are  enriched  by  the  aid  of  the  state; 
and  how  idle  it  is  to  believe  that  while  canals  waft 
with  certainty  and  rapidity  towards  the  commer- 
cial emporium  of  the  state,  the  productions  and 
manufactures  of  the  west,  those  of  the  north  and 
south  shall  continue  to  bear  the  consuming  expen- 
ses of  conveyance  upon  common  roads  and  of  the 
dilatory  and  precarious  transportation  upon  the  St. 
Lawrence,  the  Alleghany,  the  Susquehanna  and 
Delaware  to  more  distant  and  less  profitable  mar- 
kets. He  would  learn  that  while  the  central  and 
eastern  regions  of  the  state  enjoy  the  advantages 
of  mails  twice  a day  conveyed  by  steam  upon  ri- 
vers and  rail  roads,  the  citizens  of  the  north  and 
south  will  not  and  ought  not  to  be  content  to  re- 
ceive their  agricultural,  commercial,  social  and 
political  intelligence  one,  two.  three  or  four  days 
later  than  that  enjoyed  by  their  fellow  citizens  liv- 
in<>-  at  the  same  distance  from  the  capitols  of  the 
state  and  the  union.  He  would  acknowledge  that 
internal  improvements,  instead  of  being  a demon 
come  to  spread  desolation  over  the  land,  is  a bene- 
ficent spirit  whose  sway  he  would  invoke  until  it 
shall  bring  the  comforts  and  enjoyments  of  social 
life  to  every  family  in  the  state.  That  instead  of 
raising  a few  to  unequal  and  inordinate  wealth,  in- 
ternal improvement  distributes  among  the  cultiva- 
tors of  the  soil  and  the  laborers  from  every  region 
the  hoarded  treasures  of  our  cities  and  of  Europe. 
Instead  of  establishing  a splendid  government  to 
oppress  the  people  and  exhaust  their  substance,  it 
increases  the  individual  knowledge  and  wealth  of 
the  agricultural  class  and  diminishes  the  influence 
and  power  of  those  who  enjoy  central  and  com- 
mercial locations.  The  Erie  canal,  the  Champlain 
canal,  and  all  other  canals  and  our  rail  roads,  were 
made  under  the  influence  of  those  who  were  called 
enthusiasts.  Much  as  is  said  about  abandoning 
our  public  works  already  constructed,  we  have  yet 
to  learn  which  one  of  them  the  people  are  willing 
to  relinquish.  Improvements  and  inventions  have 
often  been  effected  by  those  who  believed  that 


more  could  be  accomplished  than  was  found  to  be 
practicable.  But  no  useful  improvement  or  inven- 
tion was  ever  made  by  one  whose  prudence  ex- 
ceeded his  enterprise.  There  is  nothing  myste- 
rious in  the  matter  of  canals  and  rail  roads.  It  has 
also  been  known  that  burdens  are  more  easily  car- 
ried upon  the  water  than  upon  the  land.  It  has 
recently  been  discovered,  (or  at  least  the  invention 
has  but  recently  been  applied  to  practical  pur- 
poses), that  burdens  are  more  easily  and  therefore 
more  cheaply  transported  upon  iron  rails  on  graded 
plains  than  over  the  unequal  and  rough  surfaces  of 
common  roads.  Canals  and  rail  roads  like  turn- 
pikes and  McAdam  roads,  are  but  improved  roads, 
roads  adapted  to  the  increased  business  of  the  com- 
munity and  the  enterprise  of  the  times.  I can  no 
more  yield  my  assent  to  the  arguments  of  those 
who  oppose  the  construction  of  such  rail  roads  as 
the  exigencies  of  the  community  require,  than  I 
can  admit  that  the  expenditures  heretofore  made  in 
the  construction  of  common  roads,  turnpikes  and 
McAdam  roads  were  wasteful  or  injurious  to  the 
public  welfare  or  the  public  morals  or  dangerous 
to  democratic  government. 

But  there  is  this  advantage  in  these  improve- 
ments over  common  roads.  The  increased  amount 
of  transportation  and  the  diminution  of  its  expenses 
render  them  capable,  as  a whole  system,  of  defray- 
ing the  cost  of  their  construction  and  maintenance 
without  resort  to  taxation.  The  experience  of  this 
state,  and  the  most  careful  investigation  of  its  fi- 
nancial resources,  warrant  the  conviction  that  every 
improvement  hitherto  admitted  as  a part  of  the 
system,  can  be  constructed  without  taxation,  orthe 
creation  of  a debt  which  will  now  or  hereafter  ren- 
der taxation  necessary.  The  only  questions  are 
whether  our  canals  shall,  by  judicious  means,  be 
rendered  as  productive  as  possible,  and  whether 
their  income  shall  be  expended  for  the  public  wel- 
fare and  the  further  improvement  of  the  state. 

1 am  not  now,  gentlemen,  for  the  first  time,  to 
express  my  views  in  relation  to  the  New  York  and 
Erie  rail  road  At  the  time  of  the  passage  of  the 
act  incorporating  the  New  York  and  Erie  rail  road 
company,  I was  of  opinion  that  it  was  an  enter- 
prize  too  large,  and  if  accomplished,  likely  to  pro- 
duce an  influence  too  great  to  be  conferred  by  the 
legislature  upon  any  corporation.  Other  views, 
however,  prevailed,  and  I have  since  that  time  cor- 
dially acquiesced  in  the  policy  which  has  been 
adopted,  of  affording  legislative  aid  to  this  and 
other  companies.  I have  observed,  however,  with 
regret,  that  the  company  have  not  been  able  to 
prosecute  the  work  with  that  energy  necessary  to 
secure  its  construction.  Both  houses  of  the  legis- 
lature seem  to  have  come  to  the  same  conclusion. 
It  belongs  of  right  to  the  legislature,  and  is  foreign 
to  the  duties  of  the  executive  to  assume  to  direct 
in  regard  to  the  manner  of  raising  and  appropriat- 
ing public  moneys.  But  there  can  be  no  impro- 
priety in  my  saying,  what  has  doubtless  been  well 
understood  throughout  the  state,  that  the  bill  which 
was  passed  by  the  assembly  last  session,  providing 
for  the  construction  of  the  New  York  and  Erie 
rail  road,  had  my  decided  approbation,  and  that  I 
should  have  signed  it  with  the  greatest  satisfaction 
had  it  passed  the  senate,  not  only  as  a measure  just- 
ly due  to  the  people  of  the  southern  counties,  and 
wisely  calculated  to  advance  the  prosperity  of  the 
state,  but  also  as  one  which  would  honorably  dis- 
tinguish the  period  of  my  connection  with  the  ad- 
ministration of  public  affairs. 

These  views  are  confirmed  by  a more  intimate 
acquaintance  with  the  region  more  particularly  in- 
terested in  the  improvement,  and  I am  satisfied  that 
the  expense  of  the  work  has  been  greatly  and  un- 
necessarily exaggerated,  while  its  usefulness  has 
been  but  imperfectly  conceived. 

Entertaining  these  opinions,  I shall  be  at  all 
times  ready  and  willing  to  co-operate  in  the  same 
manner,  and  yield,  as  1 have  heretofore  done,  my 
best  exertions  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  great 
improvement. 

I pray  you,  gentlemen,  to  receive  and  make 
known  to  the  citizens  of  Steuben  county,  whom 
you  represent,  my  grateful  acknowledgments  for 
the  kindness  extended  to  me  during  my  brief  visit 
here. 

I remain,  with  the  highest  respect  and  esteem, 
your  obedient  servant  and  fellow  citizen, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
To  W.  W.  McCay,  Z.  A.  Leland,  fyc. 

THE  CEREMONIES  OF  THE  PROROGA- 
TION. 

From  English  papers. 

On  the  Tuesday  announced  for  the  prorogation 
of  parliament  by  her  majesty,  in  person,  the  streets 
leading  to  the  houses  of  parliament  were  early 
filled  by  an  immense  concourse  of  people.  The 
weather  was  most  propitious. 


The  state  procession  was  formed  at  Buckingham 
palace  in  the  following  order:  A carriage,  drawh 
by  six  grays,  conveying  colonel  Master,  Mr.  Black- 
wood, and  the  honorable  Heneage  Legge,  gentle- 
men ushers,  and  Mr.  Seymour  Sadler,  exon  of  the 
yeoman  of  the  guard.  A carriage  drawn  by  six 
bays,  conveying  captain  Seymour,  groom  of  the 
robes,  master  Chichester,  and  master  Wemyss, 
pages  of  honor  and  silver  stick.  A carriage,  drawn 
by  a set  of  bays,  containing  the  hon.  colonel  Ca- 
vendish, the  clerk  marshal,  the  hon.  Wm.  Cowper, 
groom  in  waiting,  colonel  Buckley,  equerry  in 
waiting,  and  master  Cavendish,  page  of  honor.  A 
carriage,  drawn  by  a set  of  bays,  conveying  lord 
Hill,  gold  stick  in  waiting,  the  earl  of  Ilchester, 
captain  of  the  yeoman  of  the  guard,  the  earl  of 
Surrey,  treasury  of  the  household,  and  maj.  general 
sir  Henry  Wheatly,  keeper  of  the  private  purse. 
A carriage  drawn  by  six  black  horses,  conveying 
lady  Littleton,  lady  in  waiting,  the  duke  of  Argyle, 
lord  steward,  and  lord  Lilford  lord  in  waiting. — 
The  queers  marshalmen,  two  and  two;  the  queen’s 
footmen,  in  state  liveries,  two  and  two;  a part  of 
the  yeomen  of  the  guard,  in  their  coronation  cos- 
tume. The  state  coach,  drawn  by  eight  cream- 
colored  horses. 

Her  majesty,  taking  the  arm  of  the  lord  cham- 
berlain, left  the  state  apartments,  her  train  being 
carried  by  master  Cavendish  and  master  Chiches- 
ter, the  pages  of  honor  in  waiting,  and  descended 
the  grand  staircase,  preceded  by  the  master  of  the 
horse,  the  lord  in  waiting,  and  the  master  of  the 
household.  Her  majesty  entered  the  state  coach  at 
20  minutes  before  2 o’clock.  Her  majesty  wore  a 
splendid  circlet  necklace,  and  earrings  of  diamonds. 
The  duchess  of  Sutherland,  mistress  of  the  robes, 
and  the  earl  of  Albemarle,  master  of  the  horse,  sat 
opposite  to  the  queen.  The  band  of  the  queen’s 
guard,  who  were  on  duty  on  the  palace  lawn,  play- 
ed “God  save  the  queen,”  and  continued  playing 
until  the  royal  cortege  had  passed  under  the  marble 
arch.  A party  of  the  life  guards  escorted  the  pro- 
cession. 

The  crown  was  conveyed  from  St.  James’  palace 
to  tho  house  of  lords  in  one  ot  the  royal  carriages, 
in  charge  of  Mr.  Martin,  gentleman  usher  in  wait- 
ing. 

The  house  met  at  II  o’clock,  for  the  purpose  of 
forwarding  some  bills  which  had  not  passed  their 
last  stage. 

At  12  o’clock  the  doors  were  opened  for  the  ad- 
mission of  peers  and  peeresses,  and  such  ladies  as 
were  favored  by  tickets  from  the  office  of  the  lord 
great  chamberlain.  For  the  first  hour,  although 
the  gallery  was  crowTded,  there  were  very  few  per- 
sons in  the  body  of  the  house. 

At  one  o’clock  a regiment  of  the  horse  guards 
took  up  their  station  in  palace  yard,  and  from  that 
time  the  benches  in  the  house  filled  rapidly,  al- 
though there  were  not  many  peers  present. — 
Among  them  we  remarked  the  duke  of  Norfolk, 
the  duke  of  Somerset,  the  duke  of  Devonshire,  (who 
was  warmly  greeted  on  his  return  from  his  long 
tour),  the  marquis  of  Normandy,  the  earl  of 
Christie,  the  earl  of  Shaftesbury,  the  earl  of  Mun- 
ster, the  earl  of  Minto,  viscount  Hawarden,  vis- 
count Melbourne  and  lord  Seaford.  Among  the 
peeresses  were  the  duchess  of  Somerset,  the  mar- 
chioness of  Westminister,  the  countess  of  Albe- 
marle, the  countess  of  Essex,  lady  Cottenham,  and 
lady  Lyndhurst. 

In  the  galleries  and  in  the  house  we  noticed  also 
lady  Eleanor  Lowther,  lady  Shelly,  the  hon.  Miss 
Noel,  lady  Leicester  Stanhope,  the  children  of  the 
viscount-  Hawarden  and  Mrs.  Lane  Fox.  In  the 
side  gallery  also  was  the  duke  of  Brunswick. 

At  half  past  one  o’clock  prince  Esterhazy,  the 
Prussian,  Russian,  Belgian,  Spanish,  Dutch  and 
other  ambassadors,  made  their  appearance,  and  took 
their  seats  as  usual  on  the  reserved  benches  behind 
the  bishop’s  bench,  and  to  the  right  of  the  throne; 
prince  Paul,  of  Wurtemburg,  was  also  present. 

At  a quarter  before  two  o’clock  the  duchess  of 
Kent,  accompanied  by  the  duke  Ferdinand  and  the 
princess  Victorie  of  Saxe-Coburgh,  and  attended 
by  lady  Charlotte  Dundas  and  general  Upton,  en- 
tered the  house,  the  peers  and  peeresses  standing 
to  receive  her.  Her  royal  highness  and  the  princess 
took  their  seats  at  the  back  of  the  woolsack,  facing 
the  throne,  and  dos-a-dos  to  the  chancellor;  the 
duke  Ferdinand  stood  in  front  of  the  ambassador’s 
box.  The  duchess  of  Kent  wore  a white  blonde 
dress  and  white  and  silver  scarf,  with  white  hat 
and  light  blue  feathers,  and  looked  exceedingly 
well.  The  princess  wore  a plain  white  satin  dress, 
with  a pink  riband  over  the  shoulder,  and  wore 
her  hair  with  feathers. 

The  duke  of  Cambridge  followed  soon  after,  and 
took  his  seat  on  the  duke’s  benches.  The  judges 
were  absent,  and  the  only  masters  in  chancery  pre- 
sent were  sir  Wm.  Horne  and  Mr.  W.  Brougham. 
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At  five  minutes  past  two  o’clock  the  roar  of  can- 
non announced  the  arrival  of  her  majesty  in  palace 
yard,  and  the  lord  chancellor  left  the  house  to  meet 
her. 

The  house  was  now  quite  full,  and  presented  a 
most  imposing  appearance.  The  costumes  of  the 
foreign  ambassadors,  the  bright  scarlet  of  the  peers’ 
robes,  and  the  white  dress  and  feathers  of  the  ladies, 
blended  most  harmoniously,  and  all  was  animation 
in  that  apartment, 

“Where  high-born  men  were  proud  to  wait'. 

Where  beauty  watched  to  imitate 
Her  gentle  voice,  her  lovely  miens 

And  gather  from  her  air  that  gait, 

The  graces  of  their  queen." 

At  a quarter  past  two  o’clock  her  majesty,  at- 
tended by  the  duchess  of  Sutherland,  mistress  ol 
the  robes,  and  lady  Littleton,  lady  in  waiting,  en- 
tered the  house,  preceded  by  the  great  officers  of 
state,  and  took  her  seat  upon  the  throne.  Her 
majesty  wore  under  her  robes  a dress  of  white  and 
gold.  It  was  made  somewhat  lower  than  usual, 
and  elegantly  displayed  her  majesty’s  bust.  The 
ornaments  worn  were  a stomacher  and  earrings  of 
diamonds  and  a pearl  necklace.  Her  majesty  seem- 
ed in  excellent  health  and  spirits. 

On  the  right  of  the  throne  stood  the  earl  of 
Shaftesbury,  with  the  cap  of  maintenance,  the 
lord  chancellor,  viscount  Duncannon,  and  the  duke 
of  Norfolk,  earl  marshal;  and  on  the  left,  viscount 
Melbourne,  the  lord  Willoughby  D’Eresby,  lord 
great  chamberlain.  Lord  Hill,  gold  stick  in  wait- 
ing. The  earl  of  Surrey,  treasury  of  the  house- 
hold, colonel  Cavendish,  &c. 

Her  majesty  commanded  the  peers  to  be  seated, 
and  ordered  the  usher  of  the  black  rod,  (sir  Augus- 
tus Clifford)  to  summon  the  commons. 

The  speaker  of  the  house  of  commons,  attended 
by  a very  large  number  of  members,  then  appeared 
at  the  bar  when  the  speaker  addressed  her  majesty 
in  a speech  recapitulating  the  business  of  the  ses- 
sion. The  right  honorable  gentleman  alluded  more 
particularly  to  the  metropolitan  police  bill,  by 
which  increase  security  had  been  given  to  person 
and  property  without  in  any  way  infringing  upon 
the  liberty  of  the  subject.  He  expressed  regret 
that  the  finances  of  the  country  had  not  been  in  a 
condition  to  allow  of  any  very  material  reduction 
of  taxes,  bur  was  happy  in  being  able  to  announce 
that  an  important  modification  had  been  made  in 
that  part  of  her  majesty’3  revenue  derived  from  the 
post  office,  and  trusted  that  a new  and  uniform  rate 
of  postage  would  be  attended  by  great  social  ad- 
vantage, and  more  particularly  so  to  the  poorer 
classes.  He  alluded,  also,  to  the  stave  trade  sup- 
pression bill,  by  which  increased  protection  was 
given  to  her  majesty’s  naval  officers  engaged  on 
that  service,  and  hoped  that  it  might  be  reserved 
for  her  majesty’s  reign,  under  Divine  Providence, 
to  behold  the  total  suppression  of  that  inhuman 
traffic.  He  concluded  by  presenting  for  her  ma- 
jesty’s acceptance  two  bills — one  to  supply  a sum 
from  the  consolidated  fund  to  the  ways  and  means 
for  the  year  1839,  and  one  to  authorise  the  emission 
of  £12,026,050  in  exchequer  bills  for  the  service 
of  the  year  1839. 

Her  majesty  then  gave  her  royal  assent  to  the 
above  two  bills,  and  to  the  following;  bill  for  fund- 
ing exchequer  bills,  duke  of  Marlborough’s  pension 
bill,  district  constabulary  bill,  revenue  laws,  (Ire- 
land) bill,  and  Bolton  police  bill. 

The  lord  chancellor  then  handed  to  her  majesty 
the  speech,  which  was  read  in  tones  of  the  greatest 
sweetness.  We  have  before  had  occasion  to  notice 
the  clear,  flexible,  and  musical  character  of  her 
majesty’s  voice,  and  her  distinct  and  deliberate 
enunciation;  those  qualities  of  her  delivery  were, 
if  possible,  more  marked  than  on  any  former  oc- 
casion; her  complete  self-possession  may  have  part- 
ly contributed  to  this,  but  nothing  could  exceed 
the  grace  and  elegance  displayed  this  day.  The  most 
breathless  silence  pervaded  the  house,  and  every 
word  reached  its  furthest  corner.  The  sentence 
which  referred  to  the  perseverance  with  which  her 
majesty  pursued  the  negotiation  to  persuade  all  the 
powers  of  Christendom  to  unite  in  a general  league 
for  the  entire  extinction  of  the  slave  trade,  was  dis- 
tinguished by  much  emphasis  and  heartfelt  sympathy 
with  the  words.  There  was  no  cold  assent  to  a 
mere  common  place  paragraph;  she  within  the 
“heart  joined  chorus.”  She  raised  her  voice  with- 
out the  least  strain,  but  with  much  effect,  when  ad- 
dressing the  “gentlemen  of  the  house  of  com- 
mons;” and  when  she  came  to  the  sentence  which 
told  of  her  great  pain  at  finding  herself  compelled 
to  enforce  the  laws  against  those  who  were  resist- 
ing the  laws,  and  her  reliance  on  the  good  sense  of 
her  people,  the  pathetic  and  touching  manner  of 
the  delivery  arid  the  modurated  but  yet  earnest 
tone  of  the  voice  caused  a tear  to  start  from  more 
than  one  eye. 


THE  ARTS  IN  FRANCE. 

We  take  from  a Paris  journal  the  following  de- 
scription, in  part  of  a recent  exhibition  of  French 
manufactures.  It  embraces  the  most  interesting 
portion  of  the  contents  of  one  great  gallery.  There 
were  four  others  filled  with  the  works  of  mechanics 
and  artists.  Any  one  of  these  apartments,  says  a 
writer,  had  alone  materials  for  a magnificent  dis- 
play of  tasteful  and  ingenious  productions.  The 
one  here  reviewed,  however,  had  the  most  splendid 
and  cuiious  specimens  of  workmanship,  in  particu- 
lar departments  of  manufacture,  and  we  conceive  a 
notice  of  them  may  be  interesting  to  many  of  our 
readers.  [Nat.  Gaz. 

Musical  instruments. 

Dividing  the  remaining  objects  of  our  examina- 
tion according  to  their  nature  rather  than  position, 
we  find  in  the  fourth  principal  gallery  the  collection 
of  musical  instruments.  Objects  of  this  kind  are 
to  be  judged  of  from  their  tone,  not  from  their 
looks;  and,  unfortunately,  a crowded  and  noisy  ex- 
hibition room  is  not  favorable  for  experiments  of 
this  kind:  we  hardly  heard  a single  instrument  here 
in  perfection.  The  piano-fortes  form  the  largest 
and  the  most  remarkable  class  of  these  instruments; 
and  at  the  head  of  the  manufacturers  stand  the 
great  houses  of  Erard,  Pleyel  and  Pape.  In  exter- 
nal appearance  the  first  of  these  three  contributed 
the  most  beautiful  instrument  that  we  ever  saw  or 
heard  of— a long  piano  a queue,  in  native  walnut, 
carved  in  the  most  exquisite  and  masterly  manner, 
to  the  style  of  the  Renaissance,  while  the  pannels 
were  all  painted  with  the  delicacy  and  finish  of 
miniatures.  The  sound,  and  internal  merits  of  this 
instrument,  we  understand,  are  quite  as  remarkable 
as  its  external  beauty;  it  is,  altogether,  a work  of 
art  of  the  highest  kind;  but  its  price  is  said  to  be  so 
elevated  that  no  purchaser  has  as  yet  been  found 
for  it.  Pleyel  sent  some  beautiful  instruments, 
valued  at  from  2,000fr.  to  2,G00fr.  which,  for  first 
rate  piano  fortes,  is  certainly  a moderate  price. — 
Pape’s  principal  wonder  was  a large  square  piano 
forte,  all  ivory,  richly  inlaid  with  mother-of-pearl, 
precious  woods,  &.c.  quite  a chef  d’ceuvre  as  far  as 
its  case  was  concerned.  All  his  piano  fortes  can- 
not but  be  excellent.  Of  the  other  manufacturers, 
Messrs.  Bell  and  bon,  English  makers,  exhibited  a 
curious  instrument,  as  nearly  as  possible  square, 
and  of  peculiarly  fine  tone.  The  names  of  Hinter- 
mayer,  Schoen,  Soufflet  and  Mercier,  occur  to  us 
as  those  whose  piccolo  and  cabinet  pianos  seemed 
remarkably  good  in  all  respects.  Messrs.  Roller 
and  Blanchet  exhibited  a curious  instrument  of 
this  kind,  so  constructed  that  the  tuning  was  effect- 
ed by  the  eye,  not  by  the  ear.  M.  Monval,  who  is 
blind,  exhibited  some  excellent  instruments  of  his 
own  special  manufacturing.  Of  the  organ  makers 
the  first  in  the  size  and  merit  of  their  instruments 
are  John  Abbey  and  Son,  of  the  Rue  St.  Denis; 
they  had  a powerful  instrument  at  the  bottom  of 
the  gallery  that  did  them  great  credit.  M.  Lete, 
of  Mirecourt,  had  two  good  church  organs  in  the 
same  gallery,  and  a very  agreeable  chamber  organ 
was  sent  by  Muller,  of  Paris.  Several  other  manu- 
facturers of  established  credit  had  their  products 
here  also. 

A curious  invention  by  the  abbe  Laroqne,  called 
the  Orgue  Milacor,  was  placed  among  the  rest,  by 
which  paitly  from  a new  method  of  musical  nota- 
tion, introducing  numbers  and  colors,  and  partly 
from  ati  improved  construction  of  the  key-board, 
persons  with  little  or  no  knowledge  of  music  are 
readily  enabled  to  play  accompaniments  to  others 
in  sacred  music,  slow  movements,  &c.  It  is  ex- 
pected to  be  much  used  in  communal  schools  for 
teaching  the  pupils  music.  We  have  heard  several 
other  musical  instruments,  especially  the  violonce- 
los,  well  spoken  of;  and  among  other  ingenious  con- 
trivances for  musical  performers,  we  have  remarked 
several  new  kinds  of  music  stands. 

The  great  lion,  however, of  this  division  of  the  exhi- 
bition was  undoubtedly  the  Melophone,  a new  instru- 
ment invented  and  exhibited  by  M.  Leclerc,  which 
while  partaking  of  the  nature  of  the  accordcon,  pro- 
duces the  sweetness  of  the  flute  and  the  full  swell  of 
a small  organ.  The  crowds  that  every  day  used  to 
throng  round  this  instrument  to  hear  it  played,  bore 
ample  testimony  to  its  merit;  and  several  members 
of  the  academie  des  beaux  arts  have  expressed 
themselves  warmly  in  its  favor.  It  resembles  a 
guitar,  or  rather  hurdy-gurdy,  in  size  and  shape. — 
The  left  hand  plays  notes  on  a guitar  key -board, 
and  the  right  hand  works  a kind  of  bellows  at  the 
opposite  extremity  of  the  instrument. 

Clocks  and  watches. 

The  watch  and  clock  department  formed  one  of 
the  most  interesting  subdivisions  of  this  gallery; 
and  being  a peculiarly  Parisian  manufacture,  was 
well  worthy  ol  notice  from  all  visiters  of  the  capi- 
tal. The  number  of  exhibitors  in  this  line  was  very 
large,  and  almost  all  had  some  new  device,  some 


improved  movement,  some  specimen  of  ingenuity, 
to  characterise  his  products.  Of  the  finer  clock 
and  chronometer  makers,  we  particularly  remarked 
Campbell’s  beautiful  chronometers,  Duchemin’a 
improved  mercury  pendulums,  Rieussec’s  chrono- 
graphic  watches,  Boulanger’s,  Andre’s  and  Cal- 
laud’s  chronometers — all  of  them  exquisite  speci- 
mens of  first  rate  workmanship.  In  general  the 
prices  of  the  chronometers  were  moderate,  varying 
from  8<)0f.  to  l,500f.  A new  chronometer  by  Win” 
nerl,  with  a double  set  of  hands  so  contrived  as  to 
allow  of  one  set  being  stopped  at  the  commencement 
of  an  observation,  and  then  of  the  double  set  going 
on  together,  and  marking  the  exact  angular  distance 
at  the  end  of  the  observation,  was  exceedingly  in- 
genious. We  recommend  this  to  the  notice  of  all 
our  scientific  fiiends.  Bourdin’s  small  square, 
travelling  clocks,  and  his  fine  watches, struck  us  as 
pecularly  good.  Messrs.  Le  Roy  exhibited  a very 
beautiful  small  square  clock,  at  4,000f.  a chief- 
d’muvre  of  workmanship;  Lepautre  had  also  some 
of  his  standard  productions  here,  and  one  exhibitor 
Gamier  showed  a marvellous  clock,  with  an  ele- 
phant above  it,  glass  waterfall  beneath,  music  in- 
side and  other  apparatus — all  for  the  bagatelle  of 
20,000  francs!  Some  of  the  pendules  myslerieuses, 
with  glass  faces  far  removed  from  the  works,  and 
no  machinery  attached  to  the  hands,  going  for  fif- 
teen days  without  any  visible  moving  force”  used  to 
collect  throngs  of  the  curious.  A glass  plate  be- 
hind, the  front  one  moves  without  being  perceived, 
and  so  works  upon  the  bands.  Some  very  simple 
and  cheap  watch  and  clock  movements  from  the 
manufactory  of  M.  Pons,  at  St.  Nicholas,  in  the 
Seine  Inferieure,  altracted  a great  deal  of  attention, 
and  deservedly;  while  the  products  of  the  Versailles 
manufactory  of  movements  (No.  2,463  in  the  cata- 
logue) were  scarcely  less  admired.  The  little  pen- 
dules  bijous,  something  like  doll’s  clocks,  but  which 
are,  nevertheless,  said  to  go  more  or  less  correctly, 
and  which  may  be  seen  any  day  in  the  passage  Vivi- 
enne, used  to  attrac  t numbers  of  gazers,  especially', 
among  our  British  friends. 

Philisophical  instruments. 

Next  to  the  clocks  and  watches  comes  the  philo- 
sophical instruments,  a class  of  products  very  diffi- 
cult to  be  appreciated  except  by  the  manufacturers 
themselves  and  the  scientific  world.  What  has 
mostly  struck  the  generality  of  visitors  of  this  ex- 
hibition has  been  the  beautiful  finish,  and  the  im- 
proved elegance  and  portability  of  form  which  have 
been  given  to  instruments  of  all  kinds,  but  especi- 
ally to  telescopes,  barometers,  &c.  At  the  head  of 
the  instrumental  exhibitors  stands  the  great  hou.--.* 
of  Lerebours,  one  of  the  first  in  scientic  repute  in 
Europe.  At  his  standing  in  the  long  gallery,  we 
remarked  the  polariscope,  and  the  apparatus  for 
measuring  lenses  by  M.  Arago;  the  scopeoscope, 
by  the  same  great  savant;  and  a magnificent  astro- 
nomical telescope  with  an  achromatic  objective 
glass  of  about  12  inches  diameter,  and  about  14 
feet  focal  length.  Bodeur  of  the  Place  Duphine, 
exhibited  some  very  ingenious  barro-thermometers, 
both  circular  and  upright,  at  very  low  prices;  and 
Bunten  ol  the  Quai  Pelletier,  some  improved  geo- 
logical and  surveying  barometers  for  measuring  the 
heights  of  mountains,  equally  cheap  and  beautiful- 
ly finished.  The  dyalytic  telescopes  of  Rossin,  in 
the  Rue  de  Bac  struck  us  as  particularly  ingenious, 
and  useful;  and  we  need  hardly  say  that  all'  the  ar- 
ticles sent  by  Chevalier  were  of  first  rate  excel- 
lence. Several  fine  specimens  of  flint  and  crown 
glass,  prepared  with  a care  that  the  public  in  ge- 
nera] can  have  no  conception  of,  and  intended  for 
lenses,  were  among  some  of  the  more  remarkable 
products  which  Chevalier  exhibited.  The  improv- 
ed double  opera  glasses,  which  have  so  much  re- 
pute in  the  fashionable  world  were  also  represented 
here  by  several  beautiful  varieties.  Some  exceed- 
ingly clever  surveying  and  observing  instruments 
were  exhibited  in  this  division  of  the  galleries,  and 
among  them,  one  in  particular,  invented  by  Mr. 
Jump,  and  combining  every  thing  requisite  for  as- 
tronomical, trigonometrical  and  surveying  obser- 
vations, all  in  one  small  and  cheap  instrument, 
struck  us  as  most  peculiarly  ingenious.  A very 
fine  micrometric  screw,  giving  divisions  for  philo- 
sophical instruments  accurate  to  a 40.000th  part  of 
a metre,  was  sent  to  the  galleries  by  Richer,  of  the 
Rue  du  Harlay;  and  some  exceedingly  fine  balances 
for  chemical  purposes,  vibrating  to  the  10,000th  part 
of  a gramme,  by  Chemin.of  the  Ruede  la  Ferronne- 
rie,  attracted  a good  deal  of  notice.  An  invention, 
the  results  of  which  have  long  been  before  the  pub- 
lic, and  which  we  have  often  mentioned,  the  di- 
graph and  the  improved  pantograph,  by  Gavard, 
were  exhibited  in  these  galleries  on  a large  scale.  It 
is  impossible  for  us  to  go  into  any  description  of  the 
first  of  these  instruments,  one  of  the  most  useful 
and  honorable  inventions  of  our  times,  by  which  the 
slightest  motion  of  the  eye  produces  a maik  on  the 
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paper,  and  by  means  of  which  the  most  complicated 
design  may  be  rendered  with  mathematical  and 
microscopic  accuracy.  We  will,  however,  mention 
that  the  drawing  of  the  bed-room  of  Louis  XIV  at 
Versailles,  executed  by  this  machine,  and  ready  for 
copying  and  engraving  by  the  pantograph,  was  one 
the  most  extraordinary  things  we  have  ever  seen. 

Lamps. 

France,  or  rather  Paris,  has  long  been  known  for 
the  excellence  of  her  lamps,  and  accordingly  the 
exhibition  contained  a great  number  of  articles  of 
this  kind  of  every  possible  device  and  form.  The 
ingenious  principle  first  started  by  Carcel,  of  forc- 
ing the  oil  up  in  a constant  supply  to  the  wick  by 
small  pumps  worked  by  clock  movements,  seemed 
to  prevail  in  most  of  the  lamps  we  examined,  and 
for  simplicity,  as  well  as  for  the  great  advantage  of 
keeping  the  oil  pure,  seems  to  have  been  brought 
to  great  perfection.  The  most  striking  products  of 
this  kind  were  exhibited  by  M.  Robert,  who  by  en- 
larging the  pumps  of  his  lamps,  and  otherwise  im- 
proving his  machinery,  has  succeeded  in  forming 
what  may  be  called  one  immense  lamp,  that  would 
serve  for  a whole  cotton  factory.  A depot  of  oil  is 
placed  in  the  middle  of  the  building,  and  by  branches 
thrown  out  into  all  parts  of  the  rooms, no  matter  what 
the  length  or  inflections,  the  oil  circulates  like  the 
blood  in  the  animal  frame,  passes  through  the  vari- 
ous wicks,  is  there  partially  burnt,  and  so  returns, 
on  the  Carcel  principle,  to  the  central  reservoir. — 
This  excited  universal  curiosity  and  admiration. 

Bronze  and  chased  work. 

A peculiar  branch  of  manufacture,  in  which  Pa- 
risian art  stands  quite  at  the  head  of  Europe,  that 
of  bronze  and  chased  work,  not  only  for  statuettes, 
animals,  &c.  but  also  for  all  kinds  of  ornamental 
purposes,  such  as  candelabras,  vases,  clocks,  &c. 
formed  as  a most  beautiful  and  important  division 
of  the  exhibition.  The  house  of  Deniere,  in  the 
Rue  Vivienne,  had  its  standing  in  the  last  gallery, 
in  quite  a blaze  of  rich  golden  light,  from  the  beau- 
tiful clocks,  candlesticks,  Stc.  &c.  which  were 
placed  on  it.  Some  exquisite  small  cabinets,  some 
table  surtouts,  and  some  groups,  all  either  in  richly 
gili  >r  variously  tinted  bronze,  were  especially  re- 
in i -cable.  The  exquisite  taste  and  first  rate  finish 
bestowed  on  the  articles  of  this  establishment  are 
exceedingly  great.  Thomire,  of  the  Rue  Blanche, 
also  exhibited  some  fine  works  of  art.  A surtout 
for  a dinner  table,  in  which  little  genii  of  hunting, 
fishing,  &c.  stood  round  a plateau,  accompanied  with 
groups  of  dead  game,  fruit,  &.c.  was  one  of  the  most 
exquisite  works  of  this  kind  we  ever  witnessed. 
The  great  bronze  founders  Soyez  and  Inge,  who 
have  been  entrusted  with  the  execution  of  the 
column  of  July  in  the  Place  de  la  Bastille,  had  a 
very  valuable  display  of  statuettes  and  groups  of 
various  well  known  subjects,  including  Canova’s 
Magdalene:  M.  Richard  exhibited  a compartment 
of  one  of  the  great  bronze  doors  of  the  Madeleine, 
and  a fine  bas-relief  in  bronze  of  Thoma3  More  and 
his  family. 

Fac  similes  in  wood  or  plaster. 

There  is  one  invention  which,  as  shown  by  its 
products  in  this  exhibition,  is  of  particular  merit, 
and  is  most  intimately  connected  with  the  arts,  we 
allude  to  a method  discovered  by  M.  Colas  of  re- 
ducing or  enlarging  all  kinds  of  hard  objects  in  ex- 
act fac  simile,  and  in  any  substance,  but  particular- 
ly in  wood  and  plaster,  or  soft  stone.  Thus,  the 
beautiful  Venus  of  Milo,  in  the  Louvre,  has  been 
copied  in  small,  by  this  method,  with  the  greatest 
delicacy  and  exactitude;  several  celebrated  gems 
have  been  copied  in  large;  and  various  other  pro- 
ducts of  the  same  ingenious  artist  were,  together 
with  the  statute  just  mentioned,  exhibited  at  the 
end  of  the  long  gallery.  While  we  are  upon  the 
subject  of  those  inventions  that  are  made  subser- 
vient to  the  arls,  we  may  specify  the  carton  pierre , 
which  is  now  coming  so  extensively  into  use  for  all 
purposes  of  the  internal  ornamentation  of  houses, 
where  plaster  and  stucco  used  formerly  to  be  em- 
ployed. Richly  chased  mouldings,  picture  frames, 
capitals  of  gothic  pillars,  small  statuettes,  ancient 
armor,  ornaments  for  ceilings,  in  fact  almost  every 
thing  that  admits  of  being  moulded,  may  now  be 
made  in  the  carton  pierre.  The  chief  exhibitor  of 
articles  formed  of  this  substance  was  M.  Romagnesi, 
of  the  Rue  Paradis  Poissonniere. 

Jewellery,  gold,  silver  and  plated  goods. 

Jewellery,  goldsmiths’  and  silversmiths’  work, 
plated  goods,  &e.  occupied  a prominent  place  in 
the  galleries,  and  attracted  universal  attention  at 
least  from  the  visiters  of  the  fair  sex.  We  do  not 
know  that  any  great  improvement  in  the  manual 
operations  of  this  art  has  been  made  for  some  years 
past,  further  than  is  evidenced  by  the  beautiful  de- 
signs which  now  cover  all  the  larger  articles  of  sil- 
ver, and  the  more  complicated  labor  which  is 
shown  in  the  delicate  ornaments  for  females  now 
generally  used.  The  art  of  making  substances 


imitative  of  precious  stones  of  all  kinds  has,  how- 
ever, been  much  developed,  and  plating  of  all  sorts 
has  become  greatly  extended  in  Parisian  workshops. 
Lebrun  of  the  Quai  des  Orfevres,  had  a beautiful 
table  service,  in  solid  silver,  for  the  marquis  de 
Latour  du  Pin,  at  the  further  end  of  the  transversal 
gallery;  and  close  by  was  a toilet  service,  in  solid 
silver,  by  Berthel  and  Peret,  of  the  Rue  de  Mont- 
morency, valued  at  13,000fr.  and  of  exquisite  work- 
manship. One  manufacturer  showed  a curious  ap- 
plication of  plating  to  earthenware,  and  had  a large 
collection  of  cups,  under  the  number  746  in  the  ca- 
talogue, said  to  be  very  strong  and  durable,  and 
not  to  be  distinguished  from  plated  goods  except 
by  their  lightness  and  cheapness.  The  great  won- 
der in  the  way  of  jewellery  was  a coronet  or  rather 
garland,  of  diamonds,  of  the  most  beautiful  design, 
and  so  contrived  as  to  take  into  80  different  pieces, 
which  admit  of  being  recomposed  into  a complete 
set  of  ornaments  for  a lady’s  person,  including 
necklace,  bracelets,  ear  rings,  ceinture,  &c.  &c. 
Other  exquisite  specimens  of  goldsmiths’  work 
consisted  in  a Livre  d’Heures,  for  the  duke  of  Or- 
leans, sculptured  in  the  finest  style  of  the  middle 
ages,  and  inlaid  with  damascened  work  and  pre- 
cious stones.  A beautiful  goblet,  an  ostensoir,  and 
a large  vase  in  dead  silver,  sculptured  a la  Benve- 
nuto Cellini,  accompanied  this  book,  and  were  all 
executed  by  Mention  and  Wagner. 

Two  well  known  establishments  in  Paris,  those 
of  Giroux  in  the  Rue  dn  Coq  St.  Honore,  and  of 
Susse,  on  the  Place  de  la  Bourse,  made  a fine  show 
in  the  exhibition  with  their  various  products,  the 
choicest  specimens  of  which  appeared  to  have  been 
sent  here;  but  they  are  so  well  known  to  the  public 
that  we  need  not  give  description  of  them.  We 
may  say  the  same  of  M.  Aucoq’s  house,  in  the  Rue 
de  la  Paix.  Some  large  and  complete  suits  of 
plate-armour,  made  expressly  by  Granger,  of  the 
Rue  de  Bondy,  for  gentlemen  who  are  to  appear  at 
lord  Eglinton’s  tournament,  attracted  a good  deal 
of  notice,  and  very  deservedly  so.  It  might  have 
been  supposed  that  if  any  branch  of  art  were  ex- 
tinct, that  of  making  plate-armour  must  certainly 
have  become  so;  this,  it  appears,  is  not  the  case, 
and  we  are  sure  that  the  suits  in  question  will  pro- 
duce much  sensation  when  they  come  to  be  seen 
by  the  noble  guests  at  the  intended  festival.  We 
may  remark  that,  generally,  the  steel-work  of  this 
exhibition,  and  the  finer  cutlery  of  all  kinds,  has 
been  exceedingly  good.  The  number  of  exhibitors 
of  such  products  was  very  large,  and,  on  the 
whole,  France  ha3,  we  think,  made  no  small  pro- 
gress in  this  peculiar  line  within  the  last  few 
years. 

Porcelaine,  glass  and  crystal. 

The  procelaine  glass  and  crystal  exhibitors  took 
up  a good  deal  of  room  in  the  galleries,  particularly 
in  the  long  cross  one;  not  but  that  they  had  a good 
title  to  do  so  from  the  beauty  and  infinite  variety  of 
their  products.  Among  others  the  household  por- 
celaine, or  what  in  England  goes  by  the  name  of 
crockeryware,  of  M.  David  Johnson,  of  Bordeaux, 
met  with  well-merited  approbation.  The  produc- 
tions of  this  manufacturer,  which  are  much  more 
chaste  in  their  forms  than  English  wares,  and  equal- 
ly good  in  color,  have  introduced  the  designs  from 
copper-plates,  and  from  lithographic  drawings,  as 
applied  to  porcelaine,  into  geiifral  use  in  the  south- 
west of  France,  and  even  in  Paris  considerable  de- 
mand exists  for  crockeryware  of  this  kind,  which 
is  so  useful  for  all  housekeeping  purposes.  Tinet, 
of  the  Rue  de  Bac,  had  a grand  display  here  of  his 
imitation  of  old  japan  and  china  porcelaine,  and  in 
our  humble  opinion  leaves  little  to  be  desired  from 
the  great  beauty  and  accuracy  of  his  imitation. 
The  low  prices  at  which  porcelaine  of  this  kind 
can  be  sold  struck  us  as  a great  excellence.  Jacob 
Petit,  a clever  manufacturer,  who  has  introduced 
into  France  the  beautiful  raised  flower  work,  en- 
crusted on  porcelaine,  for  which  the  Colebrook-dale 
manufactories  are  so  celebrated  in  England,  and 
those  of  Dresden,  in  Germany,  had  one  of  the  most 
attractive  standings  in  this  part  of  the  gallery. 

At  No.  446,  M.  Disery,  of  the  Rue  Popincourt, 
exhibited  a grand  dinner  service,  in  blue,  for  the 
duke  of  Orleans,  which  wa3  a good  specimen  of 
what  the  general  average  of  French  manufacturers 
can  produce  in  the  present  day.  The  royal  estab- 
lishment of  Sevres  did  not  of  course  send  any  pro- 
ducts to  the  exhibition,  as  not  entering  into  any 
competition;  and,  in  fact  this  establishment  is  so 
superior  in  what  it  turns  out,  owing  to  the  national 
protection  given  to  it,  and  it  is  so  constantly  open 
to  public  inspection,  that  its  articles  would  have 
been  misplaced  in  these  galleries.  Several  very 
fine  specimens  of  the  halt-plain,  half-colored  glass 
vases,  and  cups,  &c.  after  the  Bohemian  fashion, 
were  exhibited  on  the  standings  in  this  division  of 
the  galleries.  M.  Bacarat’s  products  are  really 
superb;  they  form  quite  a new  class  of  ornamental 


and  useful  articles,  and  ought  to  be  seen  on  every 
table  that  pretends  to  be  well  arranged.  A dessert 
service  in  this  kind  of  glass  would  be  splendid. — • 
Many  beautiful  articles  in  richly  cut  crystal,  mount- 
ed in  ormulu,  were  to  be  seen  at  the  same  part  of 
the  exhibition,  Of  the  plate  glass  products,  those 
that  were  exhibited  were  very  large,  and  of  a very 
fine  kind,  both  for  evenness  of  surface  and  purity 
of  color.  In  fact,  plates  of  such  enormous  dimen- 
sions as  those  of  the  St.  Gobain  manufactory  Were 
never  we  believe,  seen  before.  Twenty  years  ago 
it  would  have  been  totally  impossible  to  procure 
any  thing  like  them— and,  what  is  one  of  the  most 
extraordinary  points  connected  with  them,  they  are 
at  very  reduced  prices. 

Stained  glass  windows. 

The  stained  glass  windows  of  the  establishment 
at  Choisy-le-Roi,  under  the  management  of  Messrs. 
Bontemps  and  Jones,  were  placed  at  the  western 
end  of  the  great  gallery,  and  made  a grand  display. 
T wo  figures  of  evangelists,  and  several  smaller  sub- 
jects, were  here  exhibited;  they  were  remarkable 
not  only  for  the  intensity  of  color  and  purity  of  de- 
sign which  pervaded  them,  but  also  for  the  skilful 
manner  which  the  leaden  fastenings  were  arrang- 
ed, and  which  to  a common  eye  escaped  all  detec- 
tion. There  was  an  immense  distance  between 
these  specimens  and  those  of  the  other  establish- 
ments placed  in  the  various  windows  of  the  gal- 
leries, not  but  that  they  all  had  considerable  merit. 

One  of  the  most  extraordinary  applications  of 
stained  glass,  and  indeed  of  glass  in  any  shape, 
and  to  have  effected  which  two  hundred  years  ago 
would  have  led  the  unfortunate  manufacturer  to  the 
stake  as  a necromancer,  are  the  glass  stuff's,  for 
furniture,  curtains,  hangings,  &c.  and  even  for 
dress.  These  beautiful  and  marvellous  produc- 
tions, according  as  the  glass,  (which  is  sometimes 
woven  plain,  sometimes  with  silk),  is  colored  yel- 
low, or  is  left  white,  have  all  the  effect  of  the 
richest  gold  and  silver  brocade,  and  possesses  the 
advantage  of  never  tarnishing  or  altering  by  ex- 
posure to  the  air.  Nothing  can  be  more  rich  or 
sumptuous  than  the  effect  they  produce;  the  only 
drawback  that  we  know  of  against  their  coming 
into  extensive  use  is  their  price,  which,  from  the 
invention  being  comparatively  new,  is  still  high. 
They  vary  from  25f.  to  42f.  the  aune. 

Billiard  tables. 

The  billiard  tables,  like  the  procelaine  standings, 
took  a vast  deal  of  room  in  the  long  gallery,  and 
we  think  rather  unjustly;  there  were  five  or  six 
enormous  tables,  none  of  them  containing  any  new 
principle,  although  they  were  magnificent  produc- 
tions of  art.  One  of  them,  all  in  ebony,  sculptured 
in  the  style  of  the  Renaissance,  and  inlaid  with 
mother-of-pearl,  tortoise-shell,  and  variously  tinted 
copper,  made  by  Cosson,  was  as  fine  an  object  of 
furniture  as  any  thing  in  the  exhibition:  another, 
with  the  slab  of  the  table  in  slate  was  very  good; 
and  a third,  presented  the  absurd  idea  of  large  glass 
globes  forming  part  of  its  legs,  filled  with  water 
and  containing  golden  fish! 

Carpets. 

The  carpets  were  hung,  not  merely  in  the  long 
gallery,  but,  as  we  have  before  observed  in  several, 
or  rather  in  most  of  the  others,  and  by  their  rich 
tints  displayed  against  the  walls,  contributed  great- 
ly to  the  general  effect  of  the  exhibition.  The 
progress  of  France  in  this  kind  of  woollen  products 
has  been  really  immense  within  a short  period, 
second  in  fact  only  to  that  in  shawls  and  cotton 
goods.  The  Gobelins  and  the  royal  manufactory 
of  Beauvais  sent  nothing  to  these  galleries:  they 
are  precluded  from  competition;  but,  of  those  manu- 
factories that  did  send,  the  Aubusson  w'ere  by  far 
the  best.  There  were  numerous  magnificent  spe- 
cimens in  various  parts  of  the  galleries:  but  the 
best  was  one  in  the  long  gallery,  with  a peacock, 
tail  expanded,  for  its  central  compartment.  It  was 
cheap  at  6,000fr.— In  one  of  the  galleries  there 
was  an  immense  fur  carpet,  made  of  cats’  skins, 
bear  skins,  fox,  squirrel,  &c.  about  20  feet  square, 
valued  at  3,000fr. 

Beds. 

We  have  already  taken  notice  of  some  of  the 
beds  exhibited  here;  but  we  must  beg  leave  to  re- 
turn upon  our  notice  for  two  of  peculiar  merit:  one 
was  a most  magnificent  piece  of  furniture  in  iron, 
of  M.  Gandillot’s  manufacture,  richly  moulded  a 
la  moyen  age,  colored  like  Florentine  bronze  and 
in  great  part  gilt:  value  8,000fr.  It  is  intended  for 
the  prince  of  Oude.  The  other  was  an  ingenious 
contrivance  of  Mr.  Bonnie,  forming  a sofa,  or  a 
bed,  of  the  most  elegant  kind  with  the  least  possi- 
ble trouble,  and  at  a comparatively  low  price.  Nu- 
merous varieties  of  invalid  beds  were  also  exhibited 
in  several  parts  of  the  galleries. 

Imitation  marble  tables,  §c. 

There  were  some  alabaster  tables  beautifully 
painted,  and  also  some  tables  in  curiously  beautiful 
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imitations  of  marble,  the  latter  by  M.  Ciceri. — 
These  were  very  peculiar  products,  for  not  only 
were  the  colors  chosen  with  close  attention  to 
mineralogical  distinction,  but  the  forms  of  the  veins, 
the  accidents  of  the  marble,  were  imitated  to  per- 
fection. Upon  the  stucco,  or  other  substance,  of 
which  these  tables  are  formed,  M.  Ciceri  paints 
landscapes  and  other  devices,  which,  when  the 
marble  polish  comes  to  be  applied,  look  themselves 
like  part  of  the  slab.  Various  imitations  of  marble 
in  colored  bitumen  for  tables,  chimney-pieces, 
fleors,  &c.  formed  a beautiful  subdivision  of  the 
exhibition;  and  some  marble  chimney-pieces,  mould- 
ed by  machinery,  might  justly  be  considered  as  the 
acme  of  this  class  of  manufactured  productions. — 
We  observed  some  curiously  painted  butterflies, 
executed  upon  muslin,  silk  and  other  stuff,  by  M. 
Bemy,  of  no  small  merit,  and  fit  either  for  articles 
of  dress,  or  for  objects  of  furniture.  The  japan 
work  of  this  artist  was  remarkable  for  its  good 
taste.  M.  Marchese’s  highly  beautiful  compart- 
ments in  wood  inlaid  for  floors,  and  panels,  &c.  at- 
tracted universal  attention.  The  good  taste  that 
composed  the  patterns,  the  excellent  choice  of 
colors,  and  the  very  moderate  prices  of  these  arti- 
cles, must  ultimately  ensure  their  admission  into 
every  house.  We  ought  not  to  forget  to  state  that 
an  invention  by  Vinaut,  for  taking  casts  in  plaster, 
without  the  seams  usually  apparent  on  them  in 
their  rough  state,  evinced  no  small  degree  of  inge- 
nuity. 

Miscellaneous  articles. 

As  a detached  object,  and  one  quite  hors  de  ligne, 
we  may  mention  an  exquisite  Prie  dieu,  in  oak, 
sculptured  by  Beudin,  of  Gisors.  We  did  not  think 
that  so  fine  a piece  of  gothic  wood  work  could  have 
been  produced  in  the  19th  century;  and  we  hail  it 
as  a good  sign  of  what  may  be  hereafter  expected 
in  a similar  line. 

Some  other  objects,  not  less  interesting  and  beau- 
tiful than  any  in  the  whole  collection,  formed  a set 
of  cork  models,  executed  by  M.  Pelet,  of  Nismes; 
of  all  the  Boman  buildings  in  the  south  of  France. 
The  vast  amphitheatre,  the  elegant  Maison  Carree, 
and  the  Tour  Magne  of  Nismes;  the  theatre  and 
the  triumphal  arch  of  Orange;  the  triumphal  arch 
and  tomb  of  St.  Remy;  the  Pont  du  Gard;  the  am- 
phitheatre of  Arles,  &c.  were  represented  with  the 
utmost  accuracy  and  delicacy  of  detail.  Their  co- 
lor was  tolerably  well  rendered;  and  altogether 
they  are  well  worthy  of  a distinguished  place  in 
one  of  the  national  museums.  We  hail  their  ap- 
pearance as  a good  sign  of  the  attention  now 
awakening  in  France  to  the  preservation  and  de- 
scription of  national  monuments  of  all  kinds  and 
epochs. 


LETTER  FROM  MR.  McDUFFIE, 

To  the  editor  of  the  South- Carolinian: 

Sir:  The  numerous  and  incessant  denunciations, 
to  which  the  “cotton  circular”  has  been  exposed, 
ever  since  its  publication,  and  the  misapprehen- 
sions in  which  those  denunciations  seem  to  have 
originated,  render  it  in  some  sort,  my  duty,  to  explain 
the  true  object  of  that  paper,  so  far  as  I understand 
it,  and  to  state  moreover,  the  exact  relation  that  I 
bear  to  it. 

While  remaining  a few  days  in  New  York,  on 
my  return  from  Europe,  I met  with  two  of  my 
friends,  who  were  cotton  planters;  and  the  extraor- 
dinary and  artificial  state  of  the  cotton  trade,  and 
its  consequent  exposure  to  the  mercy  of  adverse 
combinations,  on  the  other  side  of  the  water,  and 
of  every  great  pressure  in  the  money  markets,  either 
of  London  or  New  York,  became  the  subject  of 
frequent  conversation  between  us.  We  concurred 
fully  in  certain  leading  features  of  a plan  for  re- 
storing the  trade  in  that  staple,  which  is  the  actual 
currency  of  our  foreign  commerce,  to  something  like 
the  stability  and  uniformity  which  should  belong 
to  an  article  performing  a function  so  highly  import- 
ant— a plan  which  would,  at  the  same  time  pro- 
mote the  interest  of  the  cotton  planters,  give  to  our 
southern  batiks  that  control  over  the  foreign  ex- 
changes, that  naturally  and  rightfully  belongs  to 
the  states,  which  produce  the  staple  upon  which 
nearly  all  the  foreign  bills  of  the  United  States  are 
drawn;  and  by  this  means  give  a powerful  aid,  to 
the  direct  trade  of  importation  and  exportation, 
through  our  southern  cities,  in  which  all  parties 
among  us  take  so  deep  an  interest. 

I will  nowq  very  briefly,  state  the  outlines  of  the 
plan,  to  which  I have  alluded,  so  far  as  my  views 
and  opinions  are  involved  in  it. 

I propose  that  the  existing  banks,  in  the  cotton 
growing  states,  should  discount  the  notes  of  cotton 
planters  and  others,  upon  the  security  of  cotton, 
actually  deposited  in  a neighboring  warehouse, 
every  paper  being  put  in  possession  of  the  bank, 
necessary  to  the  completeness  and  security  of  its 


lien.  That  the  notes  should  he  discounted  at  90 
days,  with  an  understanding,  that  if  the  proprietor 
of  the  cotton  determined  not  to  have  it  shipped  to 
Europe  in  that  time,  the  note  must  be  punctually 
aid  at  its  maturity,  or  the  bank  be  authorised  to 
ave  the  cotton  sold,  holding  the  surplus,  after  pay- 
ing the  note,  as  a deposite  to  the  credit  of  the  pro- 
prietor. 

But  if  the  proprietor  determined  to  ship  his  cot- 
ton, which  it  is  presumed  would  be  the  case,  in 
most  instances,  the  bank  should  be  authorised,  at 
the  end  of  the  ninety  days,  to  draw  a ninety-day 
bill  upon  Europe  against  the  cotton,  having  been  at 
the  time  of  the  shipment,  placed  in  possession  of 
all  the  documents  necessary  to  make  that  authority 
affective,  the  planter  or  proprietor,  retaining  the 
control  over  the  times  and  terms  of  selling  the  cot- 
ton, provided  it  be  sold  in  time  to  discharge  the 
bill  drawn  against  it,  at  its  maturity. 

This  is  the  whole  sum  and  substance  of  the  plan, 
so  far  as  I have  had  any  agency  in  it.  In  setting 
down  ninety  days  as  the  time  that  the  notes  dis- 
counted, and  bills  drawn  should  have  to  run,  I have 
merely  adopted  what  I suppose  would  be  conveni- 
ent periods,  subject  of  course  to  such  modifications 
as  experience  may  suggest. 

This  is  a very  simple  plan,  entirely  unincumber- 
ed with  new  or  experimental  machinery;  and  though 
it  aims  to  work  no  miracles,  I will  point  out  in  a 
few  words,  what  I consider  the  plain  results  and 
obvious  benefits  it  would  produce,  to  our  banks, 
and  our  cotton  planters,  and  our  merchants. 

It  would  place  our  banks  on  a more  solid  founda- 
tion than  any  other  banks  in  the  United  States,  bv 
giving  them  a constant  supply  of  (oreign  exchange. 
For  example,  I send  my  cotton  to  Charleston,  at 
any  convenient  periods.  1 apply  to  one  of  our 
banks,  to  discount  ray  note  at  90  days,  upon  the 
security  of  that  portion  of  my  cotton  actually  in 
the  warehouse,  instead  of  personal  security;  the 
bank  having  the  cotton  inspected,  its  current  value 
estimated  by  competent  judges,  and  discounting 
ray  note  for  such  an  amount  as  will  render  the 
transaction  perfectly  safe.  At  the  end  of  the  90 
days,  I pay  off  my  note,  not  in  the  bills  of  the  bank 
itself,  which  it  cannot  convert  into  specie,  but  in 
an  unquestionable  bill  of  exchange  on  London, 
which  I authorise  it  to  draw,  payable  ninety  days 
after  sight,  on  Baring,  Brothers  and  company,  with 
whose  house  in  Liverpool,  I have  in  the  mean  time, 
caused  my  cotton  to  be  deposited,  subject  to  the 
lien  of  the  bank.  Now,  every  well  informed  banker 
knows  that,  a bill  of  exchange  upon  London,  is  to 
a bank  here,  precisely  equivalent  to  so  much  specie 
in  its  vaults.  For  all  practical  purposes,  therefore, 
I pay  off  my  note  to  the  bank  in  specie.  It  follows 
that  a bank  that  would  go  largely  into  this  business, 
would  have  a constant  supply  of  sterling  exchange, 
of  the  most  unquestionable  kind,  that  would  render 
it  perfectly  impregnable.  So  much  for  the  imme- 
diate benefits  this  plan  would  confer  on  our  southern 
banks. 

The  benefits  which  the  planter  w.  uld  derive  from 
it  would  be,  in  the  first  place,  the  prompt  conver- 
tion  of  a large  proportion  of  his  cotton  into  cash, 
as  soon  as  it  reached  the  market,  without  selling  if, 
and  without  asking  any  costly  favors  of  his  factor 
or  any  body  else;  for  the  transaction  with  the  bank, 
however,  beneficial  to  the  planter,  would  be  con- 
ferring a favor  instead  of  receiving  it.  In  the  next 
place,  the  planter  would  have  six  months  and  a half 
or  seven  months,  from  the  time  he  received  the  ad- 
vance upon  his  cotton,  to  avail  himself  of  an}' 
favorable  changes  in  the  market,  if  heshould  choose 
to  ship  it  to  Europe.  A bill  drawn  on  England  at 
90  days  sight,  could  never  be  presented  in  less  than 
15  days,  and  often  in  not  less  than  thirty,  after  its 
sale  here;  so  that  this  much  would  be  added  to  the 
two  fixed  periods  of  90  days  each,  which  the  note 
and  the  bill  bad  to  run. 

But  another  advantage  would  result  to  the  plant- 
er, from  the  proposed  plan,  less  direct,  but  not  less 
important — an  advantage,  in  which  every  class,  on 
both  sides  of  the  water,  would  largely  participate. 
That  advantage  is,  its  strong  tendency  to  prevent 
the  extravagant  fluctuations  in  the  price  of  cotton, 
we  have  heretofore  experienced,  so  ruinous  to  all 
concerned,  by  taking  the  cotton  trade,  to  a very 
great  extent,  out  of  the  hands  of  mere  speculators, 
who  generally,  have  very  little  capital,  and  rely  al- 
most entirely  on  bank  credits  for  the  means  of  ope- 
rating. The  people  have  no  idea  how  large  a pro- 
portion of  our  cotton  crop  accumulates  every  year, 
in  the  hands  of  speculator,  on  both  sides  of  the 
Atlantic.  I was  informed  by  one  of  the  first  bank- 
ers in  England,  that  it  was  a common  occurrence, 
for  a cotton  broker,  with  a capital  of  £20,000  to 
have  on  hand  cotton  to  the  amount  of  £200,000. 
The  matter  is  even  worse  in  this  country.  A spe- 
culator, who  can  bv  any  means,  get  a credit  in  one 
of  our  banks,  for  $20,000,  by  repeating  the  opera- 


tions of  purchasing,  shipping  and  drawing  rapid" 
ly,  can  soon  have  in  his  possession  cotton  to  the 
amount  of  $200,000;  resting  on  no  other  basis  than 
the  original  bank  loan  of  $20,000.  While  tiade  is 
seemingly  prosperous,  money  abundant,  and  loans 
easily  obtained,  this  accumulation  of  cotton  in  the 
hands  of  speculators  and  brokers,  undoubtedly  tends 
to  enchance  the  price.  But  the  moment  there  oc- 
curs a pressure  in  the  money  market,  and  the 
banks  have  to  call  in  their  debts  and  curtail  their 
discounts,  the  whole  of  his  accumulated  mass  of 
cotton  is  necessarily  forced  upon  the  market  at 
once,  in  quantity,  three  or  four  times  exceeding  the 
existing  demand  lor  it;  unavoidably  producing  an 
extreme  and  unnatural  depression  in  the  price.  It 
is  much  more  the  interest  ofthe  cotton  planters  and 
regular  merchants,  that  the  price  ol  cotton  should 
be  steady  and  uniform,  than  that  it  should  be  occa- 
sionally very  high.  But  mere  cotton  speculators 
have  the  same  interest  in  the  fluctuations  in  the 
price  of  cotton,  as  money  brokers  have  in  the  de- 
rangement and  fluctuations  of  the  currency. 

1 was  very  much  surprised,  therefore,  when  I 
saw  that  your  intelligent  correspondent,  “a  cotton 
planter,’1  so  very  widely  mistook  the  matter,  as  to 
ascribe  to  the  “cotton  circular,”  a design  to  force  a 
confederacy  between  the  banks  and  the  speculators! 
Heaven  forbid  the  bands  of  such  a union.  Your 
correspondent  would  have  come  much  nearer  the 
mark,  if  he  had  supposed  that  about  nine-tenths  of 
the  assaults  made  upon  that  paper,  have  proceed- 
ed directly  or  indirectly  from  this  latter  class  of 
persons. 

No  banking  operations  can  be  more  legitimate 
than  that  proposed  by  the  circular.  Besides  the 
stability  and  security  it  will  impart  to  the  banks,  it 
prescribes  a safe,  practical  limit  upon  bank  circula- 
tion. A currency  never  can  become  redundant, 
which  is  issued  upon  the  principle  proposed,  for 
every  dollar  of  circulation  thus  issued,  would  re- 
present the  actual  annual  income  of  the  country. 
This  would  not  be  a mere  nominal  representation, 
as  is  the  case  when  it  is  said  that  bank  bills  repre- 
sent specie.  The  cotton  is  actually  there  to  the 
full  amount  of  the  bills  issued  and  advanced  upon 
it,  when  every  body  knows  that  the  specie  in  the 
vaults  of  all  the  banks  does  not  amount  to  one- 
fourth  of  their  aggregate  circulation.  So  that  in 
fact,  every  paper  dollar  represents  only  twenty-five 
cents  in  specie.  I shall  be  very  naturally  asked, 
“if  these  are  your  views  ol  our  system  of  banking, 
how  is  it  that  you  signed  a paper  proposing  the  is- 
sue of  post  notes  payable  at  remote  periods?”  I 
answer,  that  my  name  was  signed  to  the  circular, 
by  a friend,  several  weeks  after  I left  New  York, 
upon  the  implied  authority,  derived  trom  a very 
strong  and  intimate  personal  friendship,  and  from 
my  known  concurrence  in  the  general  principles  and 
objects  developed  in  that  document.  The  issue  of 
post  notes,  he  no  doubt  considered  a matter  of  de 
tail,  which  the  convention  would  adopt  or  reject  as 
its  deliberate  judgment  should  dictate.  1 am  very 
sorry  it  was  suggested  in  the  circular,  as  it  has 
given  rise  to  much  of  the  opposition  to  a call  of  a 
convention,  and  is  a measure  to  which  I should,  as 
at  present  advised,  be  decidedly  opposed.  I do  not 
think  the  proposed  post  notes  could  possibly  be 
made  to  answer  the  purpose  of  a currency,  and  as  a 
cotton  planter,  I am  sure  they  would  not  answer  my 
purpose. 

As  to  the  sixty  million  cotton  bank,  which  some 
lively  imagination  has  foisted  into  the  circular,  the 
people  of  South  Carolina  do  not  require  to  be  in- 
formed, that  I am  the  very  last  man  in  the  state, 
who  would  give  it  the  slightest  countenance.  They 
cannot  but  recollect,  that  in  my  last  annual  mes- 
sage— as  chief  magistrate  of  South  Carolina,  I used 
the  very  strongest  language  in  opposition  to  the 
chartering  of  a gigantic  bank  then  projected,  urging 
in  opposition  to  it  the  general  redundancy  of  the 
currency,  and  predicting  the  commercial  explosion 
which  took  place  a few  months  afterwards,  to  those 
who  were  utterly  deaf  to  the  warning.  That  bank 
was  chartered  by  an  overwhelming  majority;  those 
who  are  now  for  a United  States  bank,  and  those 
who  are  for  a sub  treasury  system,  seeming  to  vie 
with  each  other,  who  should  contribute  most,  to 
swell  the  torrent  in  its  favor,  while  I should  have 
stood  “solitary  and  alone,”  if  the  venerable  judge 
Colcock,  whose  loss  South  Carolina  has  so  much 
cause  to  deplore,  and  a few  others,  had  not  stood 
firmly  by  my  side.  It  would  be  extraordinary  in- 
deed, if  under  these  circumstances,  1 should  be  in 
favor  ol  such  a bank  as  has  been  recently  suggest- 
ed. I am  one  of  those  who  believe,  that  the  issue 
of  one  hundred  millions  of  bank  paper,  in  addition 
to  the  present  cirdulation,  so  far  from  adding  one 
cent  to  the  wealth  or  capital  of  the  country,  would 
be  the  greatest  evil  that  could  be  inflicted  on  il; 
operating  as  an  insidious  transfer  of  that  vast  sum, 
from  the  pockets  of  the  people  at  large,  to  the  cor- 
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poration  issuing  the  paper.  I believe  our  currency 
Is  now  redundant,  and  that  no  remedy  can  ever  cure 
its  diseased  condition,  whether  it  be  the  sub-treasu- 
ry scheme,  or  national  bank,  that  does  not  reduce 
our  bank  circulation  to  its  proper  limits.  To  sup- 
pose, as  multitudes  vainly  do,  that  it  is  within  the 
compass  ot  human  power  to  relieve  the  embarrass- 
ed, by  making  money  plenty,  and  by  the  same  agen- 
cy, to  reform  the  currency,  by  making  it  scarce,  is 
to  suppose  a miracle,  such  as  divine  power  has  ne- 
ver performed. 

It  is  very  remote  from  my  intention,  therefore,  to 
do  any  thing  to  promote  the  interest  of  mere  specu- 
lators in  bank  charters,  or  in  any  thing  else;  my 
views  are  of  a more  homely  and  practical  kind, 
looking  to  the  restoration  of  our  trade  to  its  ancient 
channels.  In  this  view,  the  encouragement  of  our 
importing  merchants,  is  a matter  of  vital  interest  at 
the  present  moment;  and  I know  of  nothing  that 
would  place  it  more  completely  in  the  power  of 
our  banks  to  afford  that  encouragement,  than  the 
plan  proposed.  Having  always  a supply  of  sterling 
exchange,  they  would  be  enabled  to  meet  the  wants 
of  our  importing  merchants;  and  having  in  like 
manner  a large  credit  in  Europe,  they  would  be  at 
all  times  able  to  give  these  merchants  a credit  there, 
better  for  them  than  bills  of  exchange. 

Indeed,  our  banks  having  the  control  of  the  fo- 
reign exchange,  would,  by  that  means,  acquire  the 
control  of  the  domestic  also,  and  the  exchange  be- 
tween the  north  and  south  would  be  equalized,  or 
turned  in  our  favor. 

After  this  brief  exposition  of  the  proposed  plan  of 
restoring  the  cotton  trade  to  its  natural  channels,  I 
will  notice  a few  of  the  objections  urged  against  it. 

A great  apprehension  is  expressed,  that  this 
movement  on  our  side  will  produce  counter-com- 
binations on  the  other.  Most  assuredly,  the  char- 
ges made  against  the  “circular,”  and  the  tone  of 
the  articles  published  in  some  of  our  own  journals 
are  calculated  to  encourage  and  invite  such  com- 
binations. They  charge  upon  us  hostile  and  offen- 
sive combinations,  when  we  propose  only  to  assume 
a defenceless  position,  to  resist  such  combinations 
abroad,  and  to  avoid  the  necessity  of  glutting  the 
in  irkets  in  moments  of  panic  or  temporary  and  un- 
natural depression.  They  proclaim  our  weakness, 
and  exaggerate  the  power  of  the  adversary,  as  much 
as  to  say  to  the  European  manufacturers,  now  no- 
toriously combined  to  force  down  the  price  of  cot- 
ton, in  the  face  of  the  most  deficient  crop  ever 
made,  “go  on — gentlemen,  regulate  the  price  of 
cotton  as  you  please,  any  effort  made  to  resist  you 
by  the  poor  dispersed  planters,  will  be  impotent  and 
ridiculous.”  If  there  be  either  nationality,  patri- 
otism, or  truth  in  these  statements  and  sentiments, 
it  escapes  my  perception.  If  it  were  to  come  to  a 
war  of  combinations,  which  God  forbid,  it  is  utter- 
ly untrue,  that  we  should  be  powerless  in  such  a 
contest.  We  possess  the  locks  of  Sampson.  Our 
cotton  is  absolutely  indispensable  tothe  manufac- 
turing and  commercial  nations  of  Europe,  and  by 
withholding  a single  crop,  we  could  spread  starva- 
tion and  rebellion  over  all  the  manufacturing  por- 
tions of  Europe,  and  cause  the  lordly  capitalists,  so 
much  dreaded  to  cry  out  for  quaters  A pretty  story 
to  proclaim  abroad,  that  the  producers  of  our  an- 
nual export  of  $80,000,000  of  a staple,  admitted  to 
be  equal  to  so  much  bullion — a staple  too,  which 
sustains  nearly  one-half  of  the  entire  commerce  of 
England,  are  too  impotent  to  guard  their  own  in- 
terests. If  with  such  resources,  our  planters  have 
been  feeble,  because,  as  your  correspondent  justly 
says,  they  are  widely  dispersed —it  is  the  very  rea- 
son why  should  assemble  together,  to  devise  the 
means  of  controling  their  own  property,  which 
every  body  else  has  been  too  long  in  the  habit 
of  controlling  and  using  for  their  own  purposes. 

As  to  combinations  abroad,  they  exist  already, 
and  have  recently  carried  their  power  to  the  utmost 
sketch.  They  have  had  to  give  way,  and  a re-ac- 
tion is  at  re  ad  v commenced.  The  idea  that  other 
cotton  countries  will  rival  and  supplant  us,  is  ut- 
terly visionary.  I said  to  an  intelligent  merchant 
of  London,  intimatelv  acquainted  with  the  East  In- 
dia trade,  “how  is  it  that  England  has  never  been 
able  to  obtain  a larger  supply  of  cotton  from  her 
East  India  possessions?”  He  replied,  “the  differ- 
ence of  freight  alone,  tosay  nothing  of  other  causes 
is  sufficient  to  account  for  it.” 

But  the  combination  of  slave  labor  with  highly 
intelligent  proprietors,  present,  to  direct  their  ope- 
rations— a combination  which  exists  no  where  else 
in  the  world,  is  the  great  and  sufficient  cause  of 
that  superiority  in  our  cotton  planting,  which  will 
forever  defy  all  competition  until  fanaticism  shall 
reduce  us  to  the  condition  of  St.  Domingo  and 
Jamaica.  I will  notice  but  one  or  two  more  objec- 
tions. 

One  writer  exclaims  “let  trade  alone  to  regulate 
itself!”  and  another  is  very  absurd  as  to  consider 


this  effort  of  the  planters  to  place  their  property  out 
of  the  reach  of  foreign  combinations,  by  preventing 
its  accumulation  in  the  hands  of  speculators,  with- 
out capital,  as  a gross  violation  of  the  principles  of 
free  trade!  Verily,  these  are  new  lights  shed  upon 
the  world!  Because,  forsooth,  the  planters  choose 
to  select  their  own  agent3,  their  own  manner,  and 
their  own  time  for  bringing  own  cotton  to 
market,  a tremendous  hubbub  is  forthwith  raised, 
as  if  the  constitution  were  about  to  be  torne  down. 
The  planters,  quiet  and  dispersed  as  they  are,  have 
been  so  long  and  so  habitually  sheared,  that  those 
who  have  enjoyed  the  golden  fleece,  seem  now  to 
regard  it  as  a vested  right  It  is  high  time  to  break 
the  illusion  of  this  proscriptive  right,  and  teach  all 
such,  that  if  the  planters  have  been  picked  and 
fleeced,  they  are  neither  geese  nor  sheep.  And  if 
any  class  in  our  southern  communities  chose  to 
take  sides  against  us,  and  even  become  the  advo- 
cates of  the  foreign  manufacturers,  as  the  extraor- 
dinary course  of  some  of  our  journals  on  the  sea 
coast  and  the  gulf  would  almost  warrant  us  in  sus- 
pecting— they  must  be  taught  that  the  planters  con- 
stitute the  first  estate  in  the  empire  of  southern 
commerce,  and  are  not  to  be  driven  or  flattered  or 
wheeled  from  their  just  purposes,  by  the  combined 
forces  of  speculators  and  editors. 

I trust,  therefore,  that  the  proposed  convention 
will  assemble  at  Macon,  and  that  the  planters  at 
least  will  be  fully  represented,  by  the  very  ablest 
men  they  can  select.  It  is  no  ordinary  occasion,  but 
far  more  important  to  the  south  and  south  west, 
than  all  the  presidential  conventions  ever  brought 
together.  GEORGE  McDUFFIE. 


MR.  RIVES’  SPEECH. 

Louisa  Court  House,  September  9,  1839. 
To  the  honorable  W.  C.  Hives ; 

Sir:  The  undersigned  in  accordance  with  the 
wishes  of  many  of  your  friends  and  fellow  citizens 
of  the  county  of  Louisia,  have  to  request  you  to 
furnish  them  with  a copy  (or  something  of  that 
character)  of  your  speech  delivered  to  a large  as- 
sembly of  the  good  citizens  of  the  county,  on  the 
7th  instant.  In  making  this  request  we  are  aware 
of  the  trouble  to  which  we  subject  you,  (for  it  is 
no  little  labor  to  write  out  an  address  like  the  one 
to  which  we  allude),  but  we  trust  the  anxiety  which 
we  feel  on  the  occasion,  in  common  with  many 
others,  is  a sufficient  apology. 

We  are  respectfully  your  friends  and  fellow  citi- 
zens, 


P.  Hackett, 

Jos.  K.  Pendleton, 
Jno.  R.  Quarles, 
Jno.  Ellis, 

Nath.  Mills, 


Chas.  B.  Hopkins, 
B.  W.  Bramham, 
Win.  M.  Ambler, 
Dan’I.  E.  Hickman, 
Wm.  F.  Johnson. 


SPEECH  OF  W.  C.  RIVES, 

Jll  a public  dinner  given  him  at  Louisa  court  house, 
Virginia,  on  the  7th  September,  1839. 

The  following  toast  having  been  proposed  and 
drank  with  great  enthusiasm — “Our  distinguished 
guest,  W.  C.  Rives — like  Fabricious  at  the  tent  of 
Pyrrhus — unseduced  by  the  allurements  of  yester- 
day, unterrified  by  the  threats  of  to-day,  his  devo- 
tion to  his  party  has  not  been  sufficient  to  induce 
him  to  forget  his  country.  In  his  opposition  to  the 
will  of  the  executive,  he  has  exhibited  firmness  and 
abilities  which  should  inspire  his  countrymen  with 
increased  confidence  in  the  man,  who  has  too  much 
virtue  to  surrender  his  principles  for  his  party.” 
Mr.  Rives  addressed  the  company  in  substance 
as  follows — 

Fellow  citizens  of  the  county  of  Louisa: 

I rise  to  return  you  my  sincere  and  heartfelt  ac- 
knowledgments for  the  honor  yon  have  done  me.— 
Without  any'  claim  on  your  kindness  derived  from 
former  political  relations,  a tie  which  never  fails  to 
create  the  warmest  sympathies,  and  with  even  but 
a very  limited  personal  acquaintance  among  you, 
you  have  yet  been  pleased  to  manifest  towards  me 
the  cordial  interest  of  old  constituents  and  friends. 
Occupying  the  unambitious  station  of  a private 
citizen  without  the  glare  or  consequence  of  public 
office,  enjoying  none  even  of  that  adventitious  in- 
fluence which  a systematic  connection  with  a party 
ever  gives  to  individuals,  but  standing  upon  the 
humble  merit  alone,  for  whatsoever  they  may  have 
been  intrinsically  worth,  of  past  efforts  in  the  cause 
of  the  country,  you  have  yet,  notwithstanding  these 
unattractive  circumstances,  sought  me  out  in  the 
obscurity  of  my  retreat,  and  made  me  the  object  of 
this  public  and  flattering  demonstration  of  your 
confidence  and  regard.  Nothing  but  the  magnani 
mous  sentiments,  which  animate  the  bosom  of  a 
free  people,  could  have  led  to  this  generous  proce- 
dure on  your  part.  You  saw  me,  gentlemen,  for  a 
consistent  adherence  to  principle,  denounced  as  an 
apostate — for  a faithful  representation  of  the  senti- 
ments, and  an  honest  endeavor  to  execute  the  will 


of  my  constituents,  stigmatized  as  a traitor — and  for 
refusing  to  put  off  old,  and  to  assume  the  livery  of 
new  professions  and  doctrines,  at  the  arbitrary  bid- 
ding of  power  and  of  party,  you  saw  me  attempted 
to  be  branded  as  a turn-coat  and  deserter:  and 
moved  by  the  spectacle  of  injustice  exhibited  in 
these  revolting  accusations,  you  have  fearlessly,  in 
the  integrity  of  your  hearts,  come  forward  to  cheer 
me  by  the  assurances  of  your  approbation  and  ap- 
plause. I beg  you  to  be  assured  gentlemen,  that  I 
appreciate  this  noble  conduct  of  yours  as  I ought 
to  do,  that  I value  this  testimony  of  your  good 
opinion,  as  I ever  prize  the  unbought  and  sponta- 
neous voice  of  a virtuous  and  intelligent  people; 
and  that  I accepted  it,  with  sensibility  and  pride,  as 
an  ample  set  off  to  all  the  fierce  denunciations  of 
party  resentment  with  which  I have  been  pursued. 

I have  called  on  my  accusers,  fellow  citizens,  to 
say  wherein  have  I offended,  what  heinous  sin  have 
I committed,  of  what  crime  against  the  liberties 
and  happiness  of  my  country  have  I been  guilty, 
that  I have  been  thus  ferociously  pursued  and  de- 
nounced. Have  I abandoned  any  principle  of  the 
old  republican  creed  of  Virginia,  which  it  has  ever 
been  my  .pride  to  profess,  and  to  make  the  guide  of 
my  political  conduct?  I desire  nothing  more  than 
to  be  judged  by  the  recognized  principles  of  that 
creed.  Have  I become  the  advocate  of  a latiludi- 
nous  construction  of  the  constitution — of  a national 
bank — of  a protective  tariff — of  a system  of  inter- 
nal improvements  by  the  general  government?  No 
man  can  or  will  assert  it.  In  all  these  respects,  I 
challenge  the  strictest  comparison  ol  my  acts  and 
opinions  with  those  even  of  the  most  orthodox  in 
power.  Have  I betrayed  any  interest  of  the  state, 
or  misrepresented  her  sentiments  and  opinions  on 
any  of  the  great  questions  of  national  policy,  in 
which,  as  one  of  her  representatives,  I have  been 
called  to  take  a part?  No  fellow  citizens,  no.  It 
is  my  refusal,  on  the  contrary,  to  offer  up  what  I 
considered  your  highest  interests  as  a sacrifice  on 
the  altar  of  party,  that  constitutes  my  great  offence; 
and  I am  yet  to  see  the  candid  man  of  any  party 
who  will  not  promptly  admit  that,  in  my  opposition 
to  the  financial  policy  of  the  administration  and  its 
associated  projects,  I have  faithfully  reflected  the 
actual  opinions  of  a decided  majority  of  the  people 
of  Virginia. 

Have  I violated  any  pledge,  or  failed  to  fulfil  any 
just  and  reasonable  expectation  as  to  my  course? — 
And  here,  fellow  citizens,  you  will  excuse  me  for 
bestowing  a very  brief  notice  on  a miserable  attempt 
which  has  been  made,  by  a sheer  falsification  of  the 
record,  to  hold  me  up  as  advocating,  in  a speech 
which  I made  on  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  in 
January,  1834,  an  exclusive  metallic  currency,  and 
pledging  myself  to  bring  forward  a scheme  of  that 
sort.  Let  the  speech,  in  its  unmutilated  text,  an- 
swer for  itself.  I will  tell  you,  fellow7  citizens,  what 
I said  and  what  I afterwards  did;  and  then  you  will 
judge  whether  I have  renounced  any  opinion,  or 
failed  in  the  redemption  of  any  pledge.  I was  com- 
batting on  the  occasion  referred  to,  the  old  argument 
that  a Bank  of  the  United  States  was  necessary,  as 
a regulator,  to  preserve  the  soundness  of  the  curren- 
cy; and  I expressed  the  opinion,  in  the  words  which 
follow,  that  “whatever  influence  such  an  institution 
may  be  supposed  to  exert  in  preserving  the  sound- 
ness of  the  currency,  that  object  would  be  much 
more  effectually  promoted  bv  a return,  as  far  as 
practicable,  to  a metallic  circulation.”  Now,  fel- 
low citizens,  will  you  believe  it,  that  certain  news- 
paper writers,  whose  productions  were  much  lauded 
and  blazoned  forth  by  the  party  press  on  the  eve  of 
the  late  elections,  (in  their  unscrupulous  eagerness 
to  convict  me  ot  some  appearance  of  inconsistency ), 
while  professing  to  quote  literally  with  the  usual  ac- 
companiment of  inverted  commas,  the  above  extract 
from  my  speech,  actually  suppressed  the  important 
qualifying  phrase  “as  far  as  practicable,”  so  as  to 
make  it  appear  that  1 have  advocated  an  absolute 
return  to  an  exclusive  metallic  currency.  But,  gen- 
tlemen, this  is  not  all.  In  the  same  paragraph  of 
my  speech,  and  immediately  after  the  passage  above 
quoted,  I proceeded  to  define  exactly  what  I meant 
“by  a return,  as  far  as  practicable,  to  a metallic  cir- 
culation.” I said,  (he  first  step  in  the  process  of  re- 
form I contemplated,  was  “to  let  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  go  down” — the  next  was  “to  correct 
the  undervaluation  of  the  gold  coins  at  the  mint” 
— and  the  last,  and  certainly  not  the  least,  was  “to 
fake  measures  to  discharge  and  suppress  the  circu- 
lation of  bank  notes  under  the  denomination  of  ten 
or  twenty  dollars,  of  which  the  effect  would  be  to 
supply  the  “ordinary  channels  of  circulation  with 
gold  and  silver.”  When  by  means  of  the  previous 
suppression  of  bank  notes  under  the  denomination  of 
ten  or  twenty  dollars,  the  ordinary  channels  of  circu- 
lation should  be  supplied  with  gold  and  silver,  I 
added,  the  government  would  then,  (but  certainly  not 
till  then),  “be  prepared  without  hardship  to  the 
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public  debtors,  to  require  the  payment  of  its  dues 
in  specie.”  I distinctly  indicated  the  suppression 
of  bank  notes  under  ten  or  twenty  dollars  as  the 
limit  of  “the  return,  as  far  as  practicable,  to  a me- 
tallic circulation,”  which  I contemplated,  and  the 
previous  accomplishment  of  that  suppression  as  the 
indispensable  condition  precedent  of  any  attempt 
on  the  part  of  the  government  to  require  the  pay- 
ment of  its  dues  in  speeie.*  And  yet  the  whole  of 
this  explanatory  and  qualifying  matter  has  been 
carefully  omitted,  in  their  quotations,  by  the  party 
writers  referred  to;  and  they  have  seized  upon  a 
few  general  phrases  here  and  there,  rudely  torn 
from  the  context,  which  plainly  limited  and  ex- 
plained their  meaning,  to  produce  the  false  impres- 
sion that  in  1834  I had  advocated  an  exclusive  hard 
money  currency,  and  pledged  myself  to  bring  for- 
ward, at  some  future  day,  a proposition  having  that 
object  in  view. 

1 have  shown  you  fellow  citizens  the  true  scheme 
of  currency  reform  which  I have  invariably  advo- 
cated. It  was  this  scheme  which  I distinctly  set 
forth  in  the  speech  I made  on  the  removal  of  the 
deposites  in  1834,  and  it  has  ever  since  been  the 
chart  by  which  my  whole  course  on  the  subject  of 
the  currency,  and  the  collection  of  the  revenue,  has 
been  steadily  directed.  It  is  the  scheme  to  which 
I then  pledged  rayseli;  and  a few  plain  matters  of 
fact  will  now  enable  you  to  decide  whether  I have 
not  faithfully,  and  to  the  letter,  pursued  and  endea- 
vored to  carry  it  out.  Very  shor'ly  afterthe  speech 
made  by  me  on  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  cir- 
cumstances occurred,  as  you  doubtless  well  remem- 
ber, which  made  it  proper  and  necessary,  as  I con- 
ceived, that  I should  resign  my  seat  in  the  senate  of 
the  United  States.  I was,  two  years  after,  re-elect- 
ed to  the  senate,  and  again  took  my  seat  in  that 
body  towards  the  close  of  the  session  of  1835-6, 
when  it  was  too  late  to  introduce  any  new  measure 
of  legislation. — Very  early,  however,  in  the  suc- 
ceeding session  of  1836-7,  I brought  forward  a 
proposition  in  exact  pursuance  and  fulfilment  of 
the  views  I had  expressed,  on  the  occasion  of  the 
removal  of  the  deposites  in  1834.  In  the  interval 
between  my  retirement  from  and  return  to  the  se- 
nate, two  of  the  steps  indicated  in  the  progressive 
scheme  of  currency  reform,  which  I had  advocated, 
had  been  already  taken.  The  Bank  of  the  U.  States 
had  gone  down  by  the  expiration  and  non-renewal 
of  its  charter,  and  a law  had  been  passed  to  correct 
the  under  valuation  of  the  gold  coins.  What  then, 
remained  to  be  done,  in  completion  of  the  plan  of 
policy  indicated  in  1834,  was  to  bring  forward  some 
measure  “for  the  discouragement  and  suppression 
of  the  small  notes  under  the  denomination  of  ten 
or  twenty  dollars.”  The  measure  I brought  for- 
ward had  this  object  in  view,  proposing,  after  cer- 
tain designated  periods,  to  receive  in  payment  of 
the  public  revenue  only  the  notes  of  such  banks  as, 
from  and  after  those  periods  respectively,  should 
cease  to  issue  bills  of  the  smaller  denominations, 
extending  the  restriction  ultimately  but  gradually 
to  all  notes  under  the  denomination  of  twenty  dol- 
lars— a policy  which,  if  heartily  adopted  by  the 
general  government  in  its  fiscal  regulations,  it  was 
then  believed  would  be  finally  embraced  and  ren- 
dered efficient  by  the  co-operation  of  the  states. 
This  measure  afterwards  became  well  known  under 
the  name  of  the  currency  bill.  It  was  passed  by 
overwhelming  majorities  of  both  houses  of  congress, 
but  being  presented  to  the  president,  general  Jack- 
son,  within  the  last  ten  days  of  the  session  of  con- 
gress and  of  his  own  administration,  it  was  with- 
held by  him,  and  by  that  means  only,  prevented 
from  becoming  a law,  for  if  he  had  returned  it  with 
his  objections,  it  was  well  known,  there  was  much 
more  than  the  constitutional  majority  of  two-thirds 
in  each  house  to  overrule  his  veto.  Why  a mea- 
sure which  was  designed  to  carry  out  a policy 
which  general  Jackson  himself  had  repeatedly  re- 
commended, was  thus  violently  strangled,  I have 
never  been  able  to  devise,  unless  it  were  that, 
among  its  other  provisions,  it  contained  one  over- 
laying the  favorite  executive  bantling  of  the  cele- 
brated specie  circular. 

* Both  on  these  important  limitations  were  distinctly 
reiterated  and  fully  developed  by  me  in  a speech  which 
I made  professedly  on  the  “currency  and  collection  of 
the  public  revenue.”  (being  in  support  of  a proposition 
I had  offered  relating  to  those  subjects),  in  the  senate 
of  the  United  States  on  the  10th  January,  1837,  eight 
months  before  the  hard  money  sub-treasury  project 
was  broached  by  the  president.  In  that  speech  it  will 
be  seen,  I declared  in  express  terms  that  “anv  attempt 
by  the  government  to  collect  its  revenues  in  specie 
alone,  before  a previous  suppression  of  the  smaller  notes 
(under  twenty  dollars)  had  taken  place , would  be  at- 
tended with  great  hardship  to  the  public  debtor , danger- 
ous runs  upon  the  banks,  and  extensive  distress  and  em- 
barrassment to  the  whole  community .”  The  reader  is 
respectfully  referred  to  both  that  speech  and  the  speech 
of  1834. 


However  this  may  be,  fellow  citizens,  I think 
you  will  not  hesitate  to  say,  upon  this  simple  re- 
cital of  facts,  that  I had  faithfully  arid  to  the  letter 
pursued  the  views  I had  expressed  in  1834 — that  1 
did  all  it  was  in  my  power  to  do,  to  carry  out  the 
policy  and  system  of  measures  I then  advocated; 
and  if  they  were  not  conducted  to  a successful  con- 
sumation,  the  fault,  most  assuredly,  was  not  mine. 
But  I was  not  satisfied  with  this  single  effort  to 
carry  out  the  views  announced  by  me  in  1834.  At 
the  special  session  of  congress  convened  by  presi- 
dent Van  Buren  in  September  1837,  I again 
brought  forward,  in  persevering  conformity  to  those 
views,  the  identical  proposition  I had  offered  dur- 
ing the  session  of  1S36-7,  when  I had  been  sup- 
ported in  it  by  the  whole  administration  party  in 
the  senate,  with  the  exception  of  four  or  five  dis- 
sentients only.  On  this  occasion,  however,  the 
president  having  in  the  meantime  recommended  his 
hard  money  sub-treasury  project  the  whole  admi- 
nistration party,  with  very  lew  exceptions,  aban- 
doned me  in  the  position  I still  continued  to  main- 
tain; and  the  same  proposition  which,  only  six 
months  before,  had  received  the  nearly  unanimous 
vote  of  the  senate,  was  now  in  consequence  of  this 
sudden  change  of  front  by  the  body  of  the  admi- 
nistration party,  negatived  by  a decided  majority. 
Still,  however,  I determined  to  make  one  more  ef- 
fort; and  during  the  succeeding  regular  session  of 
1837-’38,  I submitted,  for  the  third  time,  with  very 
slight  modifications,  as  part  of  a more  extensive 
measure,  the  same  proposition  which  had,  at  a very 
recent  date,  been  sanctioned  by  the  almost  unani- 
mous approval  of  the  senate. — But  the  maledictions 
of  party  had  been  shed  upon  it,  and  it  was  again 
rejected.  There  let  it  rest. — Having  done  all  that 
an  honorable  fidelity  to  principle  could  demand,  I 
leave  the  responsibility  where  the  power  is. 

So  much  for  a charge  which,  though  resting  on  a 
gross  arid  wanton  mutilation  of  a printed  context, 
and  sustained  only  by  a total  ignorance  or  misre- 
presentation of  facts,  has  yet  been  so  often  the 
theme  of  a distorting  partizan  malevolence,  that  I 
could  not,  in  justice  to  an  occasion,  doubtless,  in- 
tended by  you  to  afford  me  the  opportunity  of  de- 
fending myself  against  the  various  accusations  di- 
rected against  me,  pass  it  over  altogether  without 
notice.  I ask  then  again,  fellow  citizens,  what 
have  I done  to  merit  all  the  obloquy  and  denuncia- 
tion with  which  I have  been  so  copiously  visited? 

1 have  firmly  adhered  to,  and  to  the  best  of  my 
ability  zealously  maintained,  all  the  old  republican 
doctrines  of  Virginia — I have  faithfully  represent- 
ed her  opinions,  and  sought  to  guard  her  rights  and 
interests  in  all  the  great  questions  of  national  poli- 
cy on  which  I have  been  called  as  her  representa- 
tive to  act — and  I have  steadily  pursued  and  per- 
severingly  endeavored  to  carry  out,  under  circum- 
stances of  the  greatest  discouragement,  while  aban- 
doned by  former  friends,  every  principle  I had  laid 
down  for  the  guidance  of  my  public  course.  What 
crime,  then,  have  I committed?  I will  tell  you,  fel- 
low citizens:  I have  refused,  as  the  representative 
of  this  old  “unterrified”  commonwealth  of  ours, 
to  become  the  supple  and  pliant  tool  of  power;  I 
have  not  bowed  the  knee  to  Baal,  and  fallen  down 
and  worshipped  the  brazen  image  of  executive  in- 
fallibility. While  in  mv  conscience  believing  the 
leading  measures  of  Mr.  Van  Buren’s  administra- 
tion to  be  fraught  with  the  greatest  dangers  to  the 
liberties  and  happiness  of  my  country,  I have  not 
been  willing  to  utter  with  my  lips  the  slavish  and 
treasonable  declaration  thatl  would  “sinkorswim” 
with  the  author  and  persevering  patron  of  these 
measures.  This  is  my  crime,  and  the  source  of  all 
the  bitter  and  vindictive  denunciations  to  which  1 
have  been  exposed. 

No  one,  fellow  citizens,  could  have  had  more  or 
stronger  motives  of  a personal  nature  to  adhere  to 
and  support  Mr.  Van  Buren’s  administration  than  I 
have  had.  I had  voted  for  and  cordially  sustained 
his  election  to  his  present  elevated  station,  in  the 
honest  belief  that  he  would  conduct  the  affairs  of 
the  country  with  prudence,  and  in  conformity  to 
sound  republican  principles.  1 naturally  wished, 
therefore,  to  justify  the  correctness  of  my  choice 
by  finding  cause  to  uphold,  as  far  as  I could,  the 
wisdom  of  his  measures.  Other  inducements  of  a 
more  positive  character  were  not  wanting  to  make 
it  the  interest  of  whatever  ambition  I might  pos- 
sess, to  support  his  administration.  There  was  no- 
thing in  the  way  of  official  advancement,  that  I 
could  have  desired,  which  was  not  placed  at  my 
disposal  or  within  my  reach.  On  the  other  hand,  I 
knew  well  from  the  history  of  political  proscrip- 
tions in  all  countiies,  and  especially  in  our  own, 
that,  if  yielding  to  an  imperious  sense  of  duty  to 
my  country,  I should  fearlessly  oppose  any  favorite 
measure  of  the  administration,  what  a storm  of  ven- 
geance and  denunciation  I should  draw  down  upon 
my  own  head.  1 knew  all  this,  as  well  then  as  I know 


it  now,  when  I have  experienced  it  all.  But,  in  the 
high  trust  with  which  the  generous  confidence  of  my 
state  had  clothed  me,  I did  not  feel  myself  at  liberty 
to  take  counsel  either  of  my  interests  or  my  fears. — ■ 
Without  presuming  to  appropriate  to  myself  the  in- 
structive historical  allusion  in  the  toast  with  which 
you  have  honored  me,  in  any  other  way  than  as  a 
high  example  which  we  should  all  endeavor,  at 
least,  to  approximate,  I thought  it  would  as  little 
become  a Virginia  senator  as  a Roman  consul  to 
permit  either  the  gold  orthe  elephants,  the  bribes  or 
the  threats,  of  Pyrrhus,  or  the  offer  even  of  the  first 
place  in  the  king’s  court,  to  swerve  him  from  his 
duty  to  his  country,  or  to  turn  him  from  the  path  of 
rectitude  and  honor.  I had  received  no  mission 
from  the  state  of  Virginia  to  yield  a blind  obedi- 
ence to  the  will,  or  an  indiscriminate  support  to 
the  measures  of  the  president.  My  business  was 
to  represent  her — to  look  to  her  opinions  and  senti- 
ments— her  rights  and  interests  — and  freely  to  op- 
pose or  support  the  measures  of  the  president,  ac- 
cording as  in  my  best  judgment,  (when  unenlight- 
ened by  instructions),  they  should  conflict  or  cor- 
respond with  those  great  principles.  As  senator 
of  the  United  States,  I had  taken  an  oath  “to  sup- 
port the  constitution”  of  my  country,  but  none  to 
support  the  president,  right  or  wrong.  On  other 
occasions,  when  honored  with  other  trusts,  1 have 
sworn  fidelity  to  our  ancient  apd  beloved  common- 
wealth; but  I have  never  taken,  and  so  long  as  I re- 
main an  American  freeman,  I never  will,  take  an 
oath  of  fealty,  secret  or  open,  to  any  party  chief- 
tain. 

It  was  under  these  circumstances,  and  with  these 
views  of  my  official  trust,  thatl  entered  upon  the 
discharge  of  my  duties  at  the  commencement  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren’s  administration.  I was  not  only 
c.rrdially  disposed  but  even  most  anxious,  to  give 
his  administration  my  support.  I have  accordingly 
supported  his  measures,  whenever  I could  do  so, 
consistently  with  a sense  of  paramount  duty  to  the 
country,  and  a proper  regard  to  old  and  long  che- 
rished principles.  But  when  in  the  face  of  the  re- 
corded principles  and  policy  of  the  whole  party  by 
which  he  was  elected,  the  president  came  forward 
and  urged  upon  the  country  a measure  which,  in 
my  conscience,  I believed  to  be  fraught  w ith  the 
greatest  dangers  to  its  liberty  and  happiness,  I could 
recognise  nothing  either  of  authority  or  of  infalli- 
bility in  the  executive  will,  to  require  me  to  sur- 
render to  it  the  solemn  convictions  of  my  own  un- 
derstanding and  the  highest  interests  of  my  consti- 
tuents. Gentlemen,  you  all  recollect  the  history  of 
this  sinister  measure,  ( I refer,  of  course,  to  the  sub- 
treasury project),  which  for  the  last  two  years, 
since  it  has  so  strangely  won  the  presidential  regard, 
has  been  hanging  like  an  avalanche  of  terror  and 
desolation  over  the  country . Vou  all  remember  that 
when  it  was  brought  forward  in  1834-5,  it  stood 
condemned  by  the  recorded  votes  of  the  entire  ad- 
ministration party,  (with  a solitary  exception  only ), 
of  that  day.  It  was  denounced,  in  the  name  and 
under  the  authority  of  gen.  Jackson’s  administra- 
tion, by  the  official  organ  of  the  government,  as  an- 
ti-republican, demoralising,  corrupting,  disorganising, 
revolutionary.  It  was  held  up  to  public  reprobation, 
as  a scheme  fraught  with  the  most  alarming  danger 
to  the  public  liberty  “by  enlarging  executive  power 
and  putting  in  its  hands  the  means  of  corruption,” 
as  transferring  the  pulic  money  “directly  into  the 
palms  of  executive  agents,  the  creatures  and  part i - 
zans  of  the  president,  instead  of  keeping  it  on  de- 
posite  in  banks,  whence  it  could  not  be  drawn  for 
other  than  public  purposes  without  instant  detec- 
tion”— and  thus  “exposing  it  to  be  plundered  by  a. 
hundred  hands,  where  one  cannot  now  reach  it!” 
These  sentiments  were  echoed  by  the  republican 
press  throughout  the  country,  and  formed  the  ac- 
knowledged and  universal  creed  of  the  republican 
party.  Resting,  as  they  did,  on  the  impregnable 
foundations  of  truth  and  reason,  they  commanded 
my  most  hearty  assent.  The  more  too,  I reflected 
on  the  practical  operations  of  this  scheme,  with  its 
stern  and  monopolising  exaction  of  specie  for  the 
government  and  its  stipendiaries,  the  more  tho- 
roughly was  I convinced  of  its  rninons  effects  on 
the  general  prosperity  and  business  concerns  ol  the 
whole  community — and  that,  with  the  additional 
apparatus  with  which  it  was  proposed  to  arm  it,  of 
treasury  notes,  of  certificates  of  deposite,  founded 
on  the  government  hoards  of  specie,  to  serve  as  a 
general  currency,  of  buying  and  selling  bills  of  ex- 
change, and  of  making  transfers,  through  its  own 
instrumentality,  of  large  sums  of  money  from  the 
places  of  collection  to  the  places  of  disbursement, 
separated  by  the  immense  distances  of  our  conti- 
nent, it  would,  inevitably,  work  itself  into  a great 
government  bardc — the  realization  of  the  most  fearful 
conjunction  of  the  moneyed  and  political  power  of 
the  country,  which  the  imagination  can  conceive! 
With  these  views  of  the  character  and  tendencies  of 
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the  executive  scheme,  honestly  and  thoroughly  en- 
tertained— views,  too,  which  had  the  high  sanction, 
at  a very  recent  date,  of  the  unanimous  concurrence 
of  the  whole  republican  party — should  I not,  fel- 
low citizens,  have  been  a.  traitor  indeed,  (a  traitor 
to  my  country),  if  I had  permitted  any  slavish  and 
demoralising  notion  of  personal  or  party  allegiance 
to  the  president  to  draw  me  into  its  support? 

I will  not,  fellow  citizens,  at  this  time  of  day  and 
upon  an  occasion  like  this,  weary  you  by  a formal 
argument  on  the  character  and  tendencies  of  the 
sub-treasury  project.  Discussion,  in  every  variety 
of  form,  has  well-nigh  exhausted  the  theme,  and  I 
could  hardly  promise  myself  that  it  would  be  in  my 
power  to  present  it  to  you  in  any  new  or  important 
fio-hts.  Experience,  however,  the  best  of  teachers, 
is°daily  throwing  a blaze  of  light  on  its  fatal  ten- 
dencies, and  adding  fresh  testimony  to  the  truth 
and  force  of  the  objections  which  have  been  so  often, 
but  so  unavailingly,  (so  far  as  the  authors  of  the 
measures  are  concerned),  urged  against  it.  The 
system  has  already  been  in  operation  on  a very  limit- 
ed scale  and  in  a modified  form,  in  respect  to  the 
custody  alone  of  the  public  moneys;  and  what  have 
been  its  fruits?  A scene  of  public  plunder  and  of 
wide-spread  official  delinquency,  which  must  cause 
every  honest  citizen,  whether  he  regard  the  honor 
and  public  morals  of  his  country,  or  the  safety  of 
its  treasure,  to  hang  his  head  in  indignant  humilia- 
tion. From  the  “one  fell  swoop”  of  a million  and 
a quarter  of  dollars,  by  the  New  York  collector,  to 
the  petty  larcenies  of  some  village  delinquent,  what 
have  we  seen,  since  the  adoption  of  this  system  by 
the  executive  but  a continued  and  mortifying  spec- 
tacle of  official  peculation,  and  dilapidation  of  the 
public  funds?  Hardly  a day  passes  that  does  not 
add  some  new  defaulter  to  this  already  swollen  list 
of  infidelity,  and  public  robbery. 

“The  ear  is  pained, 

The  soul  is  sick  wilh  every  day’s  report 

Of  wrong  and  fraud  with  which  the  land  is  filled.” 

But  painful  and  provoking  as  are  these  fruits  of 
the  sub-treasury  policy,  while  yet  in  “the  green 
tree”  too,  and  but  very  partially  put  in  practice, 
they  hardly  deserve  a moment’s  consideration,  com- 
pared with  those  extensive  and  desolating  inroads 
upon  the  public  prosperity  and  liberty,  which  must 
inevitably  result  from  its  operation,  when  the  en- 
tire system  shall  be  fully  organised,  and  set  in  mo- 
tion by  law.  If  you  desire,  fellow  citizens,  to  see 
these  ruinous  consequences  pourlrayed  with  a pen- 
cil of  light,  and  from  a source  of  the  highest  au- 
thority and  impartiality,  let  me  recommend  to  your 
calm  consideration  a most  able  letter  upon  the  sub- 
ject written  by  president  Dew,  of  William  & Mary 
college,  to  a friend  in  Alabama,  and  which, though 
not  intended  for  publication,  has  happily,  for  the 
cause  of  truth  and  the  public  instruction,  found  its 
way  to  the  press.  That  profound  and  distinguish- 
ed political  economist,  whose  opinions  on  this  sub- 
ject will  surely  not  receive  the  less  consideration 
from  the  fact  that  he  is  removed  from  the  arena, 
and  exempt  from  the  bias  of  party  politics,  has 
analysed  and  laid  bare,  in  the  letter  to  which  I 
have  referred,  the  operations  of  this  fatal  system, 
with  a force  ot  logic  and  learning  combined,  which 
cannot,  as  it  seems  to  me,  be  resisted  by  any  can- 
did mind.  He  has  shewn  that  the  system  is  in- 
compatible “with  the  civilization  of  the  age  in 
which  we  live” — that  “it  is  a decided  movement 
backward  towards  the  ages  of  barbarism” — that  it 
is  “an  open  declaration  of  war  against  the  estab- 
lished credit  system  of  the  country,”  whose  over- 
throw cannot  be  accomplished  without  laying  in 
ruins,  by  the  same  blow,  the  most  important  inte- 
rests of  society — and  that  so  far  from  exerting  a 
salutary  influence,  as  has  been  pretended,  on  the 
currency  and  the  commerce  of  the  country,  it  would 
involve  the  one  in  “constant  fluctuation  and  inse- 
curity” and  subject  the  other  to  “violent  convul- 
sions and  embarrassments,”  enhancing,  at  the  same 
time,  the  weight  of  public-  taxation,  and  putting  in 
the  hands  of  the  executive  a moneyed  engine  of  the 
most  formidable  power.  On  this  last  point,  he 
uses  the  following  emphatic  language:  “Give  the 
president  of  the  United  States  the  sub-treasury, 
hemmed  in  and  guarded  by  all  the  devices  which 
the  wisdom  of  man  can  contrive,  and  I will  ven- 
ture thp  prophecy  that  not  one  generation  will  pass 
away,  before  the  trammels  will  be  removed,  every 
obstacle  be  overcome,  and  your  sub  treasury  will 
stand  forth,  confessed  to  the  world  a colossal  bank- 
ing institution,  controlled  and  directed  by  the  exe- 
cutive and  his  minions,”  and  “wo  to  that  country 
which  shall  ever  witness  the  consummation  of  so 
monstrous  an  alliance!”  Shall  we,  fellow  citizens, 
in  the  headlong  career  of  a senseless  party  spirit, 
turn  a deaf  ear  to  these  warnings  of  a far-seeing 
and  patriot  philosophy,  coming  in  aid  of  the  in- 
stinctive suggestions  of  our  own  common  sense? 
And  yet  my  refusal  to  blindly  follow  the  lead  of 


the  president,  in  support  of  a system  so  characte- 
rised by  the  united  voice  of  reason  and  philosophy 
and  condemned  in  advance  by  the  unanimous  de- 
nunciations of  his  own  political  friends,  is  one  of 
the  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors  for  which  I am 
this  day  arraigned  before  you  as  a traitor  and 
apostate? 

I say  one,  gentlemen,  for  there  are  other  counts  in 
the  indictment  against  me,  to  which  I will  now  pro- 
ceed. The  next  offence,  in  point  of  time,  for  which 
I have  been  arraigned  by  my  accusers,  is  that  at 
the  commencement  of  the  late  session  of  congress, 
finding  the  country  filled  with  rumors  in  regard  to 
a renewed  and  illicit  fiscal  connection  between  the 
government  and  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  I 
had  the  hardihood  to  offer  certain  resolutions  of 
enquiry  calling  upon  the  executive  for  information 
in  regard  to  the  existence  and  particulars  of  that 
connection.  You  all  recollect,  gentlemen,  (he 
“long  agony”  through  which  the  country  had  pass- 
ed, in  order  to  dissolve  the  former  fiscal  connection 
with  that  institution.  I speak  of  the  Bank  of  the 
U.  States,  under  its  national  and  state  charter,  as 
virtually  one  and  the  same  institution;  for  its  capi- 
tal was  the  same,  its  stockholders  were  the  same 
(with  the  single  exception  of  the  shares  formerly 
held  by  the  U.  States),  its  principal  officers  were 
the  same,  its  spirit  and  administration  were  the 
same.  It  had  been  so  expressly  declared  to  be  by 
the  president  of  the  U.  States  himself  and  all  his 
leading  supporters;  and  by  him  and  them,  an  “un- 
compromising hostility”  had  been  solemnly  de- 
nounced against  it.  What,  therefore,  was  the  just 
surprise  of  the  country  to  learn  that  these  relations 
had  been  all  at  once,  suddenly  changed,  and  that 
the  very  administration,  which  had  denounced  “un- 
compromising hostility”  against  the  bank,  had 
again  made  it  to  a great  extent,  the  fiscal  agent  and 
depository  of  the  government,  and  had  deliberately 
renewed  a connection,  which  the  whole  country 
had  been  so  recently  convulsed  to  dissolve!  I look- 
ed, with  anxiety,  into  the  annual  report  of  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury,  presented  to  us  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  session  of  congress,  for  a full 
disclosure  and  explanation  of  these  transacfions 
with  the  bank,  in  relation  to  which  the  public  feel- 
ing and  curiosity  had  been  so  strongly  aroused. 
But  I looked  in  vain.  A studied  reserve  and  am- 
biguity were  maintained  on  the  subject,  and  no- 
thing appeared  but  the  fact,  sufficiently  significant 
however,  and  that  shewn,  not  by  the  body  of  the 
report,  but  by  a small  document  annexed  to  it,  that 
near  two  millions  of  the  public  money  were  even 
at  that  time,  on  deposite  in  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States!  But,  soon  after  the  secretary ’s  report,  the 
president  of  the  bank  himself  ostentatiously  ad- 
dressed a letter,  through  the  medium  of  the  news- 
papers, to  ex-president  Adams,  throwing  off  all 
reserve,  and  evidently  written  in  the  exulting  con- 
sciousness of  successful  achievement,  announcing 
to  the  country  that  his  differences  with  his  old  an- 
tagonist had  been  satisfactorily  terminated — that  he 
"no  longer  had  controversies  with  the  government 
of  the  union” — that  “ arrangements  had  been  made 
which  had  brought  the  government  into  efficient 
co-operation  with  the  bank  for  the  re-establishment 
of  the  currency ” — that  “in  the  month  of  July  pre- 
ceding, the  government  had  agreed  to  receive  an 
anticipated  payment  of  the  bonds  of  the  bank,  to 
the  amount  of  between  four  and  five  millions  of 
dollars,  in  a credit  to  the  treasurer  on  the  books  of 
the  bank ” — and  that  “arrangements  were  made 
with  the  government  for  the  more  distant  public 
disbursements  in  the  notes  of  the  bank!”  Here, 
then,  seemed  to  be  “confirmation  strong”  from  one 
of  the  high  contracting  parties,  of  all  that  rumor 
had  alleged  in  regard  to  the  renewed  fiscal  connec- 
tion between  the  government,  and  the  Bank  of  the 
U.  States — enough,  most  assuredly,  to  justify,  and 
even  to  demand  enquiry. 

Now,  fellow  citizens,  I ask  you  in  all  candor  to 
say  if,  with  these  facts  and  revelations  before  me, 
disclosing  transactions  in  direct  violation  of  a law 
of  congress,  in  open  contempt  of  former  profes- 
sions, and  of  the  plain  dealing  an  1 sincerity  of  the 
American  character,  I had  held  back,  from  any 
fear  of  the  denunciations  of  power,  and  failed  to 
unravel  to  the  public  view  proceedings  which 
seemed  to  me  of  such  evil  example,  as  well  as 
wholly  indefensible  in  themselves,  should  I not 
have  shewn  myself  a craven  sou  of  the  “Old  Do- 
minion,” utterly  unworthy  of  the  high  trust  of  re- 
presenting her  honor  and  her  rights?  I so  felt  and 
thought,  gentlemen,  and  I did  not  hesitate,  there- 
fore, at  once,  to  present  resolutions,  calling  upon 
the  executive  for  full  information  in  regard  to  these 
illegitimate  transactions.  And  what  was  shewn  by 
the  government’s  own  answer  to  the  call?  Why, 
that  in  the  sale  at  par  of  one  of  its  bonds  for  two 
and  a quarter  millions  of  dollars  to  the  bank,  which 
the  act  of  congress  authorised  to  be  sold  at  its  par 


value  for  “money  in  hand ” only,  it  was  agreed  be- 
tween the  government  and  the  bank  that  the 
amount  was  to  be  paid  in  instalments,  “ not  exceed- 
ing $ 500,000  a month,” — requiring  a period  of  five 
months  to  accomplish  the  whole  payment  in!  I 
see  around  me  gentlemen  of  practical  experience 
in  such  matters,  to  whom  I might  appeal  for  the 
construction  of  such  a transaction  as  this;  butsure- 
ly  it  requires  nothing  but  a common  understanding 
of  a few  plain  English  words  to  decide  that  this 
was  not  a sale  for  “ money  in  hand,”  but  for  money 
to  be  paid  at  future  stipulated  periods,  and  in  mani- 
fest violation  therefore,  of  the  law  under  which  it 
was  made. 

In  regard  to  the  other  bond  of  the  bank,  the  pay- 
ment of  which  was  anticipated,  the  transaction  en- 
tered into  by  the  government  with  the  bank  was 
alike  indefensible.  Like  all  the  bonds  executed  by 
the  Bank  of  the  U.  S.  for  their  portion  of  the  stock 
of  the  old  bank  it  bore  interest  from  its  date  to  the 
4th  of  March,  1836.  The  bond  in  question  was 
payable  on  the  30th  Sept.  1838,  and  was  for  about 
$2,300,000,  (two  million  three  hundred  thousand 
dollars),  principal  arid  interest.  On  the  13th  of 
August  preceding,  (but  six  weeks  before  its  ma- 
turity), the  government  entered  into  an  agreement 
with  the  bank  for  discharging  this  bond  by  succes- 
sive instalments  to  be  carried  to  the  credit  of  the 
treasurer  on  the  books  of  the  bank  on  the  15th  of  Au- 
gust, the  15th  of  September  and  the  15th  of  Octo- 
ber respectively.  These  instalments  were  to  be 
entered  to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer  on  the  books  of 
the  bank  only,  on  the  respective  days  mentioned, 
but  were  not  then  to  be  paid  out.  On  the  contrary 
the  agreement  was,  that  they  were  to  remain  onde- 
posile  in  the  bank,  and  to  be  paid  out,  from  time  to 
time,  as  occasion  might  require,  “on  drafts  to  be 
given  in  favor  of  the  public  creditors.”  And  yet  it 
was  expressly  agreed  by  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury that  "interest  should  cease  on  each  of  these  in- 
stalments,” not  from  the  time  when  they  were  paid 
out,  or  drawn  for,  but  from  the  day  on  which  they 
were  carried  to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer  on  the 
books  of  the  bank.  Now  gentlemen,  I think,  you 
will  say  it  was  nothing  short  of  downright  sporting 
with  the  public  funds  committed  to  his  charge,  for 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  without  warrant  of 
law',  and  without  necessity,  (for  who  can  allege 
that,  with  an  authority  in  the  secretary’s  hands,  at 
the  time,  to  issue  treasury  notes  to  the  full  amount 
of  the  bond,  there  was  any  necessity  to  anticipate 
its  payment,  only  six  and  two  weeks  before  it 
became  payable  by  its  own  limitation) — as  sensible 
and  unsophisticated  men,  I say,  gentlemen,  you 
cannot  but  demand  what  right  or  justification 
the  secretary  had  thus  to  make  an  arrangement 
with  the  bank  for  stopping  interest  upon  a public 
debt,  bearing  interest,  before  it  was  paid  or  even 
drawn  for! 

Such  fellow  citizens,  in  detail  was  the  illegal,  un- 
authorised and  gratuitous  character,  of  the  transac- 
tions between  the  government  and  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States.  But  it  was  the  general  scope,  de- 
sign and  result  of  these  transactions,  all  aiming  at 
and  terminating  in  making  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  (in  despite  of  former  declarations  of  uncom- 
promising hostility)  the  leading  depository  and  fis- 
cal agent  of  the  government — and  the  dangerous 
consequences  and  evil  example  of  an  alliance  thus 
brought  about  between  the  executive  and  the  most 
powerful  banking  institution  of  the  country,  that 
mainly  attracted  and  aroused  my  attention.  In  all 
the  negotiations  respecting  the  sale  or  anticipation 
of  the  bonds  of  the  bank,  it  was  a fundamental  sti- 
pulation that  the  proceeds  were  to  remain  on  deposite 
in  the  bank  till  called  for  by  the  public  necessities, 
and  that  they  were  to  be  administered  and  applied 
by  the  bank,  as  the  fiscal  agent  of  the  government, 
at  whatever  points,  how’ever  remote,  the  public  ser- 
vice should  require  payment  to  be  made  at.  In  ad- 
dition to  the  proceeds  of  these  bonds,  a sum  of 
$300,000,  received  from  the  Bank  of  Kentucky,  had 
been  placed  and  left  on  deposite  with  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  clearly  manifesting  that  it  was 
not  the  intention  of  the  administration,  at  the  time 
to  limit  its  new  relations  with  the  bank  to  the  avails 
of  its  own  bonds  only.  In  virtue  of  these  different 
arrangements,  public  moneys  to  the  amount  of  five 
millions  of  dollars  had  been  deposited  in  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  and  that,  at  a time,  too,  when 
all  the  rest  of  the  money  belonging  to  the  treasury, 
with  the  exception  of  what  was  in  the  mint,  was 
stated  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  himself  “to 
be  sometimes  less  than  $200,000,  (two  hundred 
thousand  dollars).  Besides  the  advantages  of  these 
large  deposites  of  the  public  money,  the  bank  had 
secured  to  itself  by  its  arrangements  with  the  go- 
vernment, an  incalculable  benefit  in  the  stipulation 
that  its  payments  were  to  be  made  not  at  the  counter 
of  the  bank  in  Philadelphia,  but  at  remote  places, 
chiefly  in  the  south  and  west,  the  difference  of  ex- 
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change  between  which  and  Philadelphia  enabled  it 
to  realize  an  enormous  gain.  In  these  ramified  finan- 
cial operations  on  behalf  of  the  government,  ex- 
tending from  Boston  to  New  Orleans  and  from  Nor- 
folk to  St.  Louis,  the  bank  was  seen  and  felt,  every 
where  to  be  re-instated  in  its  ancient  connection 
with  the  government,  without  any  fiat  of  law,  and 
stood  confessed  to  the  view  of  the  nation  the  accre- 
dited fiscal  agent  and  representative'  of  the  admi- 
nistration. So  sudden  and  extraordinary  a revolu- 
tion in  the  relations  of  these  recently  antagonist  and 
warring  powers,  brought  about  not  only  without  the 
concurrence,  but  in  despite  of  the  legislative  au- 
thority of  the  country,  seemed  to  me  a political 
phenomenon  of  the  gravest  character.  Viewed  in 
connection  with  a new  and  most  alarming  doctrine 
brought  forward  in  the  president’s  message  at  the 
commencement  of  the  session  of  congress — a doc- 
trine which  seemed  designed,  in  advance,  to  palli- 
ate and  excuse  this  monstrous  alliance  with  the 
bank — it  not  only  demanded  enquiry  and  exposure 
but  appealed,  in  the  most  impressive  manner,  to 
the  anxious  reflections  of  every  patriot  and  freeman 
in  the  land. 

What,  fellow  citizens,  was  this  doctrine?  Why, 
that  while  the  sub-treasury  scheme  should  be  the 
law  of  the  land,  (for  the  president  again  recom- 
mended it  to  the  adoption  of  congress),  the  executive 
should  “be  left  at  liberty ” to  “use  banks  or  not”  as 
the  fiscal  agent  of  the  government,  according  as  he 
or  his  secretary  of  the  treasury  might  think  it  use- 
ful or  politic , or  convenient  to  do  so.  A doctrine 
more  directly  at  war  with  every  principle  of  a 
limited  government  and  more  dangerous  to  the  pub- 
lic liberty,  the  mind  of  man  cannot  conceive.  You 
all  recollect,  gentlemen,  how  often  and  how  eiy- 
nestly  Mr.  Jefferson,  the  great  patriarch  of  the  re- 
ublican  party,  called  upon  congress  to  tie  up  the 
ands  of  “executive  discretion”  by  legal  regulation 
and  especially  to  “circumscribe  discretionary  pow- 
er over  the  public  money.”*  General  Jackson,  too, 
in  “whose  footsteps”  the  president  was  pledged  to 
tread  in  calling  the  attention  of  congress  to  the  re- 
gulation of  the  public  deposites  in  banks  by  law, 
had  emphatically  declared  that  “as  little  power  as 
possible  should  be  left  to  the  president  or  secretary 
of  the  treasury  over  those  institutions,”  and  agaiu, 
in  more  general  terms,  that  in  every  thing  relating 
to  “the  custody  and  control  of  the  public  moneys, 
executive  discretion  should  be  restrained  and  limit- 
ed in  the  strictest  possible  manner. f”  Yet  Mr.  Van 
Buren,  strangely  forgetting  these  great  maxims  of 
his  republican  predecessors,  gravely  asked  to  be 
emancipated,  in  this  delicate  and  important  branch 
of  the  public  interests,  from  all  legislative  restraint, 
and  to  be  “left  at  liberty”  to  “use  banks  or  not”  as 
the  fiscal  agents  of  the  government,  acccording  as 
he  or  his  secretary  of  the  treasury  might  determine 
it  to  be  “useful  or  politic  or  convenient  to  do  so.” 
What  would  this  be,  gentlemen,  but  to  place  all 
moneyed  institutions  of  the  country  at  the  absolute 
devotion  of  the  executive?  No  rule  of  law  being 
established  on  the  subject,  prescribing  the  number 
of  banks  to  be  employed,  the  nature  of  the  services 
to  be  perlormed  by  them,  defining  the  manner  of 
their  selection,  or  specifying  the  causes  for  which 
alone,  when  once  employed,  they  should  be  discon- 
tinued as  fiscal  agents,  the  president  would  be  “left 
at  liberty”  to  employ  them  when  or  where,  in  what 
number  or  manner  he  pleased,  to  impose  what  con- 
ditions he  chose,  dismissing  one  to-day,  employing 
another  to-morrow,  and  thus  wielding  the  public 
moneys  alternately  as  a lure,  or  a terror  to  the 
banks,  bring  them  at  last  into  virtual  subjection, 
and  close  alliance  with  the  executive.  Could  there 
be  a more  striking  illustration  or  a more  seasonable 
warning  of  the  formidable  character  of  this  sweep- 
ing discretionary  power  over  the  moneyed  institu- 
tions of  the  country,  which  the  president  modestly 
craved  for  himself,  than  in  the  ominous  alliance 
which,  in  spite  of  the  most  protracted  and  embitter- 
ed hostilities,  and  the  most  solemn  vows  of  “un- 
compromising” enmity,  on  one  side  at  least,  its  exer- 
cise had  just  effected  between  the  administration 
and  the  most  powerful  banking  institution  in  the 
union.  It  was  for  the  sake  of  this  moral,  deeply  in- 
teresting to  the  public  liberties,  and  the  best  com- 
mentary I could  offer  on  the  new  and  alarming  doc- 
trines of  the  president’s  message,  that  I felt  myself 
especially  called  on  to  hold  up  this  startling  and  un- 
natural alliance  to  the  sober  and  earnest  reflection 
of  the  country. 

But  this  new  and  most  dangerous  system  of  the 
president — a system  compounded  of  the  sub-trea- 
sury scheme  and  a discretionary  employment  of 
banks,  both  aiming  at  a fearful  enlargement  of  the 

*See  particularly  his  first  message  to  congress  in  De- 
cember, 1801. 

tSee  his  annual  message  to  congress,  of  Dec.  1834 
and  Dec.  1835. 


executive  power,  deserves  a farther  development. 
By  the  sub-treasury  project  the  executive  acquires 
the  possession  and  control  of  the  public  moneys — by 
the  discretionary  employment  of  banks,  in  the  keep- 
ing and  administration  of  the  public  moneys,  the 
executive  obtains  a control  ever  the  moneyed  institu- 
tions of  the  country.  At  first  view  these  two 
schemes  might  seem  to  be  incompatible.  But  by 
the  simple  contrivance  of  depositing  the  public  mo- 
neys in  bank  to  the  creditor  of  the  collector  or  re- 
ceiver who  is  the  sub-treasurer,  both  objects  are  at 
once,  reconciled,  and  become,  indeed,  mutually 
auxiliary  to  each  other.  The  sub-treasurer  or  exe- 
cutive agent  has  still  a perfect  control  and  virtual 
custody  of  the  money,  because,  standing  to  his  cre- 
dit in  the  bank,  he  can  draw  it  out  at  any  time  by 
his  check,  and  reduce  it  into  his  own  personal  pos- 
session; and,  at  the  same  time,  having  the  full  and 
unlimited  discretion  to  leave  it  in  hank  or  to  draw 
it  out — to  continue  it  in  the  same  bank  or  to  trans- 
fer it  to  some  other,  according  to  his  own  interest 
or  caprice,  or  the  directions  of  his  official  head — the 
important  object  of  executive  influence  and  control 
over  the  moneyed  institutions  of  the  country  is  at- 
tained. Now,  fellow  citizens,  this  system  of  com- 
plicated evil  and  insecurity,  and  of  accumulated  and 
corrupting  executive  influence  is  the  very  system, 
which  is,  at  this  moment  in  full  operation  at  New 
York,  the  great  central  depot  of  the  public  moneys, 
where,  as  we  are  told  by  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury, “near  two-thirds  of  the  whole  amount  of  the 
public  revenue,  arising  from  duties,  is  collected.” 
Its  workings  are  fully  developed  and  exposed  by 
the  examination  and  testimony  of  the  collector  him- 
self, (Mr.  Jesse  Hoyt),  contained  in  a document 
most  instructive  for  its  facts,  (the  report  of  the  in- 
vestigating committee  on  the  Swartwout  defalca- 
tion), which  I sincerely  wish  could  be  in  the  hands 
of  every  citizen  of  this  wide-spread  republic. — 
Now,  fellow  citizens,  you  could  hardly  believe  it, 
if  it  were  not  vouched  by  the  extorted  and  reluctant 
testimony  of  the  party  himself,  that  all  this  immense 
portion  of  the  public  treasure,  amounting  annually 
to  some  fifteen  millions  of  dollars,  is  kept  by  Mr. 
Hoyt  as  a part  of  his  private  funds!  He  employs 
two  banks,  (the  Bank  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
and  the  City  Bank  of  New  York),  “as  his  own 
agents,”  (to  use  his  own  language),  and  not  as  “the 
agents  of  the  government.”  He  deposites  the  im- 
mense sums  of  public  money  collected  by  him,  to 
his  individual  account  in  those  banks,  and  not  even 
to  his  credit  as  collector,  making  “no  distinc- 
tion whatever”  as  he  says,  “in  such  deposites  be- 
tween the  public  money,  his  own  private  funds,  or 
the  funds  of  his  clients,”  for  Mr.  Hoyt  unites  in 
himself  the  triple  capacity  of  lawyer,  collector  and 
private  citizen.  What,  then,  is  to  prevent  Mr. 
Hoyt,  at  any  time,  from  drawing  out  by  his  own 
private  check,  not  a million  and  a quarter  ofdollars, 
after  the  example  of  his  predecessor,  but  two  or 
three  or  more  millions  of  the  public  money,  accord- 
ing to  the  state  of  this  “private  account”  of  his,  and 
invest  it  in  his  private  speculations,  expend  it  upon 
some  great  political  contest,  involving  the  fate  of 
his  patrons,  or  take  a trip  of  pleasure  with  it  across 
the  Atlantic?  Nothing — absolutely  nothing,  but 
that  official  integrity,  which  the  president  himself 
has  told  us,  and  which  the  recent  experience  of  the 
country  but  too  mournfully  confirms,  “is  not  at  all 
times  proof  against  temptation.”  Yet  such  is  the 
notable  executive  system  for  the  safe-keeping  of 
the  public  moneys  of  this  great,  hard-working  and 
sensible  nation  of  ours!  In  regard  to  the  other 
branch  of  the  system,  which  makes  the  people’s  mo- 
ney, or,  speaking  in  a more  practical  sense,  the 
“streams  of  executive  bounty,”  flow  from  one  bank 
into  another,  “turned  by  the  nod”  of  Mr.  Hoyt,  as 
the  treasury  vice-roy,  and  which  enables  him  to 
speak  of  the  banks  used  for  the  deposite  of  the  pub- 
lic moneys  as  “ his  deposite  banks,”  “his  agents,” 
&c.  if  it  has  not  yet  developed  its  baneful  political 
influence  on  the  moneyed  institutions  which  sur- 
round him,  most  assuredly  the  day  is  not  far  distant 
when  it  will  be  seen  and  felt  in  all  the  maturity  of 
its  mischiefs. 

Seeing,  fellow  citizens,  the  wide-spread  devasta- 
tion of  the  public  funds  by  the  infidelity  of  execu- 
tive agents,  to  whose  custody  they  were  committed, 
and  especially  the  immense  stake  of  the  national 
treasure  left  absolutely  at  the  mercy  of  one  man  in 
the  city  of  New  York,  I felt  that  some  one  should 
assume  the  responsibility  of  proposing  a practical 
remedy  for  30  loose  and  dangerous  a state  of  things. 
The  experience  of  our  own  state  having  been  full 
of  instruction  on  this  subject,  I thought  it  incum- 
bent on  me,  if  no  one  else  did,  to  bring  forward  such 
a plan.  You  all  recollect,  gentlemen,  the  succes- 
sive and  mortifying  defalcations  of  two  of  our  state 
treasurers,  men  in  whose  probity  the  most  unlimit- 
ed confidence  had  been  reposed,  but  who  were  un- 
able, as  so  many  others  have  been,  to  resist  the 
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temptation  arising  from  the  possession  or  control  of 
large  sums  of  public  money.  These  occurrences, 
involving  both  a heavy  pecuniary  loss  to  the  state, 
and  a melancholy  sacrifice  of  individual  character 
and  happiness,  called  upon  the  legislature  to  apply 
a remedy;  and  the  wisdom  and  experience  of  our 
ablest  practical  men  were  tasked  in  devising  it.  A 
system  was  at  length  matured  and  adopted  which, 
in  ten  years  of  successful  experience,  has  been 
found  to  confer  the  most  absolute  security,  and  is 
believed  to  be  as  perfect  as  the  ingenuity  of  man 
can  devise.  The  fundamental  and  pervading  prin- 
ciple of  it  is,  that  public  moneys  should,  under  no 
circumstances,  pass. into  the  hands  of,  or  be  touched 
at  all  by  the  treasurer,  but  that  they  should  be  paid 
directly  into  bank  to  the  credit  of  the  common- 
wealth ; and  upon  the  production  of  the  cashier’s 
receipt  for  the  payment,  the  treasurer  grants  a dis- 
charge to  the  public  debtor.  So  as  to  payments  by 
the  treasurer : the  sum  to  be  paid  is  first  ascertained 
and  settled  by  the  auditor  of  public  accounts,  who 
draws  his  warrant  for  the  amount  upon  the  treasur- 
er, and  the  treasurer  then  endorses  on  the  warrant 
an  order  of  payment,  addressed  to  the  cashier  of 
the  bank  where  the  public  moneys  are  deposited,  by 
whom  the  money  is  actually  paid  to  the  public  cre- 
ditor. Thus,  both  in  the  receipts  and  payments 
of  the  public  money,  not  a dollar  is  even  touched 
by  or  left  under  the  individual  control  of  the  trea- 
surer. 

This  was  the  system,  gentlemen,  which,  under 
the  high  authority  of  the  experience  of  Virginia, 
respectfully  tendered  to  the  friends  of  the  adminis- 
tration, as  affording  a practical  and  efficient  security 
for  the  public  moneys.  The  bill  which  I offered, 
pursuing  the  very  language  of  our  statute,  with  such 
modifications  as  a difference  of  circumstances  re- 
quired, provided  that  the  public  dues,  instead  of  be- 
ing paid  into  the  hands  of  the  executive  agents, 
should,  wherever  practicable,  be  paid  directly  into 
the  banks  employed  as  depositories  of  the  public 
moneys,  and  there  placed  at  once  to  the  credit  of  the 
treasurer  of  the  United  States.  Being  paid  direellv 
into  bank,  they  would  be  secured  against  the  risks 
which  experience  had  so  fully  demonstrated  to  be 
inseparable  from  the  personal  custody  of  the  collec- 
tors and  receivers,  and  being  placed  there  to  the  ere  - 
dit  of  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States,  they  could 
no  longer  be  drawn  out  or  controlled,  in  any  man- 
ner, by  the  subordinate  agents  of  the  executive,  but 
could  be  reached  only  by  the  treasurer,  under  a sys- 
tem of  checks  and  counter-checks  prescribed  by 
lavs',  in  a warrant  to  be  drawn  by  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  to  be  countersigned  by  the  comptroller,  and 
to  be  recorded  by  the  register,  which  had  been  found 
to  furnish  complete  security  to  the  public  moneys, 
when  standing  to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer.  But 
recommended  as  this  system  was  by  the  ample  and 
signal  success  which  had  attended  its  operation  in 
Virginia,  a3  well  as  sustained  by  the  most  obvious 
suggestions  of  a practical  common  sense,  it  fell  be- 
neath a senseless  party  catch-word,  (“the  divorce  of 
bank  and  stale),”  and  was  unceremoniously  rejected, 
because  it  was  said,  forsooth,  to  draw  the  connec- 
tion closer  than  ever  with  the  banks — or,  in  other 
words,  fellow  citizens,  because  it  removed  the  pub- 
lic moneys  farther  than  ever  from  the  possession  and 
control  of  the  executive  and  its  agents!  The  pro- 
position I had  offered  thus  failing,  my  sagacious  and 
patriotic  friend,  Mr.  Tallmadge,  a stern  and  bold 
defender  of  the  people’s  rights,  as  of  his  own  digni- 
ty and  independence,  submitted  one  which  proved 
an  experimentum  crusis  in  testing  the  views  of  the 
party.  Without  requiring  the  public  dues  to  be 
paid  or  deposited  in  banks,  it  simply  provided  that 
whenever  this  should  be  done  by  the  free  will  ar.d 
pleasure  of  the  executive  or  its  agents,  the  public 
moneys  so  paid  or  deposited  should  be  passed  at  once 
to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States,  in- 
stead of  the  credit  of  the  collector  or  receiver.  This 
proposition,  most  unquestionably  just  in  itself,  and 
even  liberal  to  the  views  of  the  executive,  shared 
the  same  fate  with  my  own,  and  was  immediately 
and  decisively  rejected.  Does  not  this  prove,  gen- 
tleman, to  demonstration,  that  the  policy  of  the  ad- 
ministration and  its  friends  is,  under  all  circumstan- 
ces, to  keep  the  public  money  in  such  a situation 
that  it  will  be  subject  to  the  absolute  disposition  and 
control  of  the  executive  and  its  agents;  and  that  if 
banks  be  employed,  its  object  is  to  employ  them  in 
such  a manner,  (leaving  the  public  deposites  in 
them  liable  to  be  drawn  out  at  any  time,  by  the  offi- 
cers making  those  deposites),  as  to  bring  the  mo- 
neyed institutions  of  the  country  under  a most  dan- 
gerous dependance  on  executive  discretion.  Such 
is  the  two  fold  and  alarming  policy  plainly  indicat- 
ed in  the  president’s  message  at  the  commencement 
of  the  late  session  of  congress,  and  which  his  party 
have  hitherto  pursued  with  a faithful  and  unerring 
instinct. 

[to  be  concluded  in  our  next.] 
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The  Trenton  encampment.  Trenton,  Sept.  27.  Maj. 
general  Scoit  arrived  yesterday,  and  it  is  understood, 
will  finally  review  the  troops  on  Saturday.  It  is  ex- 
pected that  orders  will  be  given  immediately  for  break- 
ing up  the  encampment. 

We  should  be  doing  violence  to  the  feelings  of  the 
community  and  ourselves,  did  we  fail  to  express  on  this 
occasion  the  regret  with  which  we  shall  part  with  the 
officers  of  the  encampment.  We  have  observed  with 
admiration  gentlemen  of  finished  education,  and  minds 
as  well  drilled  as  their  arms,  of  polished  manners,  and 
talents  qualifying  them  to  gain  and  adorn  any  civil  sta- 
tion, enduring  with  patient  long  sufferance,  the  toils  and 
discomforts  of  subaltern  rank.  The  hope  of  promotion 
long  deferred,  and  probably  to  be  hereafter  often  disap- 
pointed, would  seem  an  insufficient  cause  for  such  en- 
durance, which  must  be  deduced  from  a higher  source 
and  less  selfish  principle — from  a lofty  espirit  du  corps 
and  a cherished  enthusiasm  in  the  service  of  the  coun- 
try. [State  Gazelle. 

The  hoisers  of  Nottingham  and  Leicester  are  mak- 
ing gloves  and  stockings — having  bands  of  India  rub- 
ber web  knitted  in  at  the  wrist,  and  under  the  knees 
instead  of  garters,  a patent  has  been  obtained  for  the 
invention,  and  licenses  at  £6  a year  each  are  sold  to 
the  framework  knitters  [ Nottingham  Review- 

Corn.  A Galena  correspondent  of  the  Boston  Atlas 
mentions  the  valley  of  the  Wabash  as  the  greatest  corn 
country  of  the  United  States,  and  states  that  contracts 
may  be  made  at  this  time  to  deliver  it  in  the  autumn  at 
12  1-2  cents  per  bushel. 

Corn  in  Missouri.  The  Springfield,  Missouri, 
Standard  of  a late  date  says:  “We  do  not  recollect 
ever  to  have  seen  finer  corn  crops  than  there  are  in  this 
and  the  adjoining  counties.  There  are  fields  of  Baden 
corn  in  this  county,  which,  it  is  confidently  believed  by 
many,  will  produce  one  hundred  bushels  to  the  acre — 
some  stalks  contain  thirteen  years.  Common  corn  in 
the  same  proportion.’’ 

The  Western  rail  road.  We  understand  that  the 
rails  of  the  Western  rail  road  from  Worcester  to 
Springfield  are  all  laid,  and  that  some  of  the  directors 
have  passed  over  it  with  a locomotive.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  it  will  be  ready  to  be  opened  for  the  public 
travel  on  Tuesday,  the  first  of  October,  from  which  day 
the  trains  will  run  regularly  twice  a day  over  that  part 
of  the  Boston  and  Worcester  road  from  Boston  to 
Springfield,  and  from  Springfield  to  Boston. 

The  route  between  Boston  and  Springfield,  99  miles, 
will  be  performed  in  from  six  to  six  and-a-quarter  hours, 
the  stops  at  Worcester  and  seventeen  other  stations  in- 
cluded. [Boston  Daily  Advertiser. 

It  is  an  error  to  say  that  the  new  experiment,  which 
has  lately  been  tried  on  a canal  in  Scotland,  in  relation 
to  the  use  of  a locomotive  steam  engine  on  its  banks, 
for  the  purpose  of  propelling  passenger  and  freight 
boats,  has  never  been  thought  of  before.  We  under- 
stand that  it  has  frequently  been  the  subject  of  atten- 
tion with  gentlemen  connected  with  the  Chesapeake 
and  Ohio  canal,  who  have  consulted  together  with  re- 
gard to  the  matter,  although  no  actual  practical  efforts 
have  ever  been  made  in  this  country  to  test_  the  busi- 
ness. It  must  strike  every  one,  however,  that  if  the 
experiments,  recently  tried,  fully  succeed,  and  the  use 
of  locomotives  should  be  adopted  along  the  towing 
paths  of  canals,  no  where  could  they  be  used  to  greater 
advantage  than  along  the  line  of  the  Alexandria  canal 
— which  is  without  a single  lock  to  impede  or  delay  the 
engine.  We  trust  that  this  subject  will  not  be  lost  sight 
of,  because  we  consider  it  important  in  every  point  of 
view.  We  have  not  the  smallest  doubt  but  that,  ulti- 
mately, canal  navigation,  even  in  point  of  expedition 
and  celerity,  will  surpass  rail  road  transportation. 

[. Alexandria  Gazette. 

Pennsylvania.  It  is  stated  in  the  Harrisburg  Chro- 
nicle that  governor  Porter  has  declined  to  approve  the 
bill  passed  at  the  last  session  of  the  Pennsylvania 
legislature  in  favor  of  the  enlargement  of  the  Union 
canal.  It  contained,  if  we  recollect  aright,  an  appro- 
priation of  8400,030  for  the  object  in  question. 

The  eaitor  expresses  great  disappointment  on  the 
occasion,  and  adds — 

We  therefore  say  to  Schuylkill  county,  Lebanon. 
Berks,  and  to  Montgomery  counties,  especially  to  the 
ciiy  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  that  the  present  go- 
vernor would  suit  Maryland  better  than  them,  since 
he  does,  and  will  continue  to  forbid  the  opening  of  the 
Union  canal  to  Philadelphia,  and  by  that  means  con- 
nect the  state  canals  with  Baltimore.  The  tide  canal, 
and  the  rail  road  from  Wrightsville  to  Baltimore,  by 
York,  are  to  be  kept  without  a rival  work  in  Penn- 
sylyania  to  take  the  western  and  Susquehanna  trade 
from  the  Eastern  termination  of  the  state  canal. 

The  Philadelphia  locomotives  are  continually  gain- 
ing admiration  and  favor  in  England,  as  the  following 
extract  of  a letter  written  by  an  English  gentleman  to 
his  friend  will  show: 

“Your  people  have  lately  sent  over  a locomotive  en- 
gine from  Philadelphia,  (made  there),  which  has  ex- 
cited a great  deal  of  attention.  It  is  much  smaller  than 
ours,  and  is  a vast  deal  more  powerful.  The  workman- 
ship is  beautiful;  and  it  is  so  much  liked  by  the  direc- 
tors of  the  North  Midland  railway,  that  they  have  or- 
dered ten  more  of  them.” 

The  New  York  papers  announce  the  death  of  Wm. 
Dunlap,  an  artist  of  considerable  merit,  and  a historical 
writer  of  much  distinction. 


Illinois  pork.  The  Springfield  Journal  of  the  13lh 
instant  says  that  an  increased  supply  of  pork  will  be 
furnished  from  that  quarter  this  season,  of  a superior 
quality. 

Twenty-two  theatres  are  daily  opened  within  the 
gates  of  Paris,  and  eight  at  the  gates.  In  July  twenty- 
five  new  plays  were  brought  in. 

A New  York  correspondent  of  the  Boston  Atlas,  ex- 
presses his  opinion  that  the  profits  of  collector  Hoyt,  of 
New  York,  this  year,  will  amount  to  $100,000. 

Specie.  The  sum  of  $329,273  in  gold  and  silver  was 
received  at  New  Orleans  between  the  12th  and  14th 
inst.  Of  this  sum,  $177,350  came  from  Liverpool; 
$46,923  from  Havre;  and  the  balance  from  St.  Louis. 

Georgia  loan.  Mr.  Joel  Crawford,  the  agent  of  the 
state  of  Georgia,  appointed  to  negotiate  a loan  for  that 
state  in  Europe,  writing  to  governor  Gilmer,  under 
date  of  Liverpool,  August  6,  says — “A  sale  of  any 
American  stocks,  in  this  kingdom,  without  a ruinous 
sacrifice,  is  just  now  impossible.  The  Bank  of  Eng- 
land is  discounting  the  best  paper,  on  short  time,  at  6 
per  cent,  and  but  lor  a heavy  loan  taken  recently  from 
the  Bank  of  France  must  before  this  day  have  suspend- 
ed specie  payment.  Brokers  have  plenty  of  good  bu- 
siness at  8 per  cent.  We  must  rely  on  our  own  re- 
sources for  money,  foreign  loans  being  out  of  the  ques- 
tion. 

In  the  vice  chancellor’s  court  of  New  York,  on  Tues- 
day the  24th  instant,  was  tried  a case  which  involved 
the  right  of  a wife  to  ailmony,  if  her  husband  should 
abandon  her  without  the  means  of  support.  The  par- 
ties in  the  case  were  Mrs.  Eliza  Joseph,  by  her  next 
friend  vs.  Simeon  Joseph,  otherwise  called  George  Fre- 
derick Hamilton.  The  defendant  carries  on  the  busi- 
ness of  a broker,  at  156  Broadway,  and  is  a partner  of 
Elias  J.  Silvester.  The  husband  alleged  that  he  was 
not  worth  over  two  or  three  thousand  dollars,  and  that 
his  income  was  less  than  1,000  dollars  per  year.  The 
wife  not  being  able  to  prove  that  he  had  a larger  for- 
tune or  income,  the  court  ordered  the  defendant  to  pay 
the  wife  $6  per  week,  until  further  ordered.  By  this 
decision  it  is  settled  that  the  courts  of  chancery  will 
interfere  in  such  cases  to  protect  the  wife. 

During  the  year  ending  the  30th  Sp°fember,  1839, 
there  were  inspected  at  Richmond  231,496  barrels  and 
6,521  half  barrels  of  flour — being  an  excess  of  134,000 
barrels  over  the  year  ending  on  the  30th  Sept.  1833. 

We  were  grieved  to  learn  this  morning  by  letters 
from  Natchitoches  of  the  sudden  and  melancholy  death 
of  Mr.  David  S.  Burnet,  late  sheriff  of  that  county,  and 
a native  of  this  city,  where  his  family  friends  reside. 
Mr.  B.  was  passing  along  the  river  on  the  4th  ult.  and 
seeing  a negro  in  the  act  of  drowning,  nobly  jumped  in 
to  his  relief.  The  negro  seized  him  around  the  waist 
and  they  both  went  down  together  and  perished.  The 
body  was  recovered  within  45  minutes,  but  the  vital 
spark  was  extinguished.  Mr.  B.  was  only  27  years  of 
age,  and  gave  good  promise  of  a life  of  active  usefulness. 
He  was  to  have  been  married  within  a few  days  of 
the  melancholy  event,  which  has  deeply  afflicted  a nu- 
merous circle  of  friends.  Alas,  for  human  hope  and 
prospects.  [ Newark  Daily  Advertiser. 

The  centenary  of  Methodism  was  celebrated  in  this 
city  last  Monday  evening  at  Wesley  chapel  by  one  of 
the  most  crowded  congregations  ever  witnessed  with- 
in its  walls.  The  ceremonies,  as  we  are  informed, 
were  of  the  most  interesting  character.  The  venera- 
ble Stephen  G.  Roszel  addressed  the  meeting,  stating 
that  he  had  been  a minister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  for  fifty-one  years.  His  reminiscences  of  early 
Methodism  were  very  appropriate  and  interesting.  Mr. 
Roszel  was  succeded  in  his  address  by  the  rev.  G.  G. 
Cookman,  who  spoke  in  his  usual  felicitous  manner. 
After  these  addresses  had  been  delivered,  subscrip- 
tions exceeding  $2,000  were  made  for  the  centenary 
fund.  One  lady  contributed  a donation  of  200  acres 
of  land,  situared  in  Texas,  supposed  to  be  worth  $5 
per  acre. 

The  performances  of  the  choir  were  excellent.  The 
anthems  selected  were  extremely  well  adapted  to  the 
occasion.  [Nat.  Int. 

Illinois  loans.  The  citizens  of  Illinois  have  it  seems, 
obtained  their  loans  in  London,  notwithstanding  the 
pressure  there  and  elsewhere.  The  Louisville  Journal 
of  Thursday  says:  In  addition  to  the  state  loan,  we 
now  learn  that  the  Grand  Cairo  city  company  have 
succeeded  in  obtaining  one,  which  will  enable  them  to 
p roceed  with  their  enterprise. 

Lost  certificate.  The  following  official  note,  from 
the  department  of  state,  is  in  the  last  Globe: 

Washington , Sept.  26,  1839. 

A paper,  delivered  by  Mr.  Labranche,  charge  d’af- 
faires of  the  United  States  to  Texas,  to  Daniel  Som- 
mos,  certifying  that  the  latter  would  be  entitled  to  re- 
ceive from  the  government  of  Texas  fifteen  hundred 
dollars,  with  interest  for  one  year,  at  six  per  cent,  is 
represented  to  have  been  lost.  If  the  same  shall  not 
be  presented  at  the  department  of  state  at  Washing- 
ton, within  three  months  (rom  the  date  of  this  adver- 
tisement, by  any  third  person  who  may  claim  the 
amount,  accompanied  by  proof  of  his  title  to  the  mo- 
ney, it  will,  at  tnc  expiration  of  that  time,  be  paid  to 
the  said  Sommos. 

The  ladies  of  England  are  about  erecting  a monu- 
ment to  lady  Flora  Hastings. 


Mr.  Burnell,  one  of  the  gentlemen  who  was  injured 
by  the  accident  at  the  Camden  and  Amboy  rail  road 
on  the  11th  alt.  died  on  the  25th,  at  No.  39  Warren 
street.  A post  mortem  examination  was  made  by  Dr. 
Minturn  Post,  the  attending  physician,  in  the  presence 
of  Drs.  Hoffman  and  Parkinson.  An  extensive  frac- 
ture of  the  pelvis  was  discovered,  involving  the  body 
and  ramus  of  the  pubis;  a large  abscess  was  found 
near  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  together  with  extensive 
extravasation  of  blood  under  the  adjacent  facia;  the 
urethra  was  also  lacerated,  and  extensive  injury  done 
to  all  the  organs  contained  in  the  palvic  cavity.  The 
lungs,  stomach,  and  upper  part  of  the  inte=tines  pre- 
sented no  diseased  appearance — not  having  received 
any  injury  at  the  time  of  the  accident 

[IV.  Y.  Evening  Star. 

Belting  on  elections.  The  following  extract  from  the 
Harrisburg  Chronicle  of  a recent  date  is  what  may  be 
denominated  “a  caution  to  folks.”  The  incidental  ex- 
penses of  betting  are  not  so  small  as  sporting  gentle- 
men think  they  might  be: 

Commonwealth  ) Betting  on  the  result  of  last  go- 
vs.  1 vernor’s  election. 

Henry  Moyer,  ) True  bill  found. 

Sentence  of  the  court:  Defendant  pay  a fine  of  one 
hundred  dollars  and  costs  of  prosecution. 


Fine,  $100  00 

Attorney’s  fees,  3 00 

Sheriff’s  do.  1 00. 

Clerk’s  do.  2 12  1-2 

Jury  for  the  commonwealth,  4 00 

Justice’s  fees,  1 65 


$111  77  1-2 

Witnesses’  bill,  14  71 


$126  48  1-2 

Received,  September  9,  1839,  from  Henry  Moyer, 
(by  the  hands  of  John  R.  Ridge,)  the  sum  of  one  hun- 
dred and  eleven  dollars  and  seventy-seven  cents  in  full, 
as  stated  in  this  bill  of  costs. 

Wm.  Cochran,  sheriff. 

Maine  lands.  The  Bangor  Whig  says  that  the  land 
agentsof  Massachusetts  and  Maine  have  just  sold  two 
and  a half  townships  of  timber  land,  situate  on  the 
Penobscot,  at  the  price  of  from  $1,50’  to  $2  an  acre. 
The  whole  amount  of  sales  is  upwards  of  $90,000; 
one-fifth  of  which  was  paid  down. 

Napoleon  and  music.  When  he  was  cross  he  walked 
abouq  with  his  hands  behind  him,  humming  a tune  as 
falsely  as  possible,  and  then  few  dared  approach  him. 
“If  you  have  any  thing  to  ask  of  the  general,”  said  Ju- 
not  to  M.  Arnault  one  day,  “I  advise  you  not  to  go 
near  him  just  now,  for  he  is  singing.” 

Hidden  treasure.  We  learn  that  a young  man  named 
Lewis  Brigham,  in  Northborough,  (Mass.)  about  ten 
days  since  in  digging  for  woodchucks,  unearthed  a 
mettal  kettle,  containing  near  three  pecks,  by  measure, 
of  old  coin,  of  various  denominations,  about  one-third 
of  which  was  gold,  and  the  remainder  silver.  The 
vessel  was  so  completely  decomposed  as  to  be  of  no 
strength,  and  barely  to  retain  its  form.  We  do  not  un- 
derstand whether  the  exact  amount  of  the  money  has 
been  ascertained  or  not. 

A great  bargain.  At  an  auction  sale  at  Brooklyn, 
last  week,  a wash-hand  stand,  and  contents,  was 
knocked  down  at  eighteen  shillings.  The  buyer  on 
examining  his  purchase,  found  in  a drawer  among  a 
parcel  of  rubbish,  a roll  of  bank  notes  amounting  to 
$5  000,  and  doubloons  worth  $1,000  more.  The  sur- 
rogate took  possession  of  the  money,  in  behalf  of  the 
estate  to  which  the  stand  belongs,  but  the  finder  in- 
tends to  test  his  claims  to  the  money. 

The  city  attorney,  of  Galveston,  Texas,  receives 
$1,000  per  annum — and  the  city  cart  driver  receives 
$1,400  per  annum. 

The  fire  department.  Captain  Basil  Hall,  in  his  work 
on  America,  speaks  of  the  noise  and  uproar  of  our  fire- 
men ongoing  to  a fire  as  worse  than  the  confusion  of 
Babel  It  is,  indeed,  any  thing  but  an  indication  of 
discipline  and  good  order.  The  following  is  one  of 
the  articles  regulating  the  new  Boston  fire  depart- 
ment: 

Article  14.  The  utmost  order,  silence  and  decorum 
will  be  preserved  in  going  to,  working  at,  and  return- 
ing irorn  a fire,  and  the  use  of  rattles,  horns,  and  all 
unnecessary  noises,  and  the  smoking  of  pipes  and 
cigars  are  strictly  prohibited,  and  on  no  occasion  will 
the  engines  and  other  apparatus  be  conveyed  on  the 
sidewalk  without  the  special  permission  of  an  engineer; 
nor  will  any  company  be  permitted  to  run  their  engines 
or  other  carriage  in  returning  from  a fire  or  alarm,  or 
by  each  other. 

The  small  pox  now  spreading  in  the  state  of  Maine 
is  of  all  grades  of  the  disease  from  varioloid  to  the  most 
malignant  and  frightful  kind  of  distinct  small  pox.  In 
one  part  of  the  town  of  Wiscasset,  there  were  twenty 
cases  in  the  eruptive  stage,  and  the  disease  was  rapidly 
increasing. 

The  discoveries  of  Mr.  Thomas  Simpson,  the  inde- 
fatigable traveller  upon  the  northern  coast  ot  the  Ame- 
rican continent,  have  enabled  geographers  to  complete 
the  delineation  of  the  line  of  coast  from  Bhering’s  straits 
to  the  106th  degree  of  longitude,  embracing  an  extent 
of  60  degrees.  Mr.  S.  has  received  an  honorary  medal 
from  the  London  geographical  society. 
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Later  from  Europe.  The  British  Queen  ar- 
rived at  New  York  on  Thursday  morning  last.  We 
cannot  find  room  for  more  than  the  following  sum- 
mary of  the  news  brought  by  her.  which  we  find  in 
the  New  York  American. 

Cotton  was  lower  in  price,  although  of  ready  sale; 
money  was  as  scarce  as  ever;  the  harvest,  owing  to 
bad  weather,  was  not  looked  upon  as  an  average 
one,  and  the  bullion  in  the  BankofEngland  was  re- 
duced to  £2,000,000  sterling. 

In  addition  to  these  sufficiently  dark  prospects, 
some  bills  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  on  Hot- 
tinguer  & Co.  in  Paris,  had  been  protested  for  non 
acceptance.  Subsequently,  however,  arrangements 
were  made  by  Mr.  Jaudon,  whereby  Messrs.  Roths- 
child & Co.  together  with  Messrs.  Hottinguerlk.  Co. 
agreed  to  protect  these  bills.  We  are  assured,  more- 
over, that  specie  enough  went  forward  some  weeks 
ago  from  this  side  to  cover  them. 

It  may,  therefore,  be  taken  lor  granted,  that  none 
of  these  bills  will  be  returned  here.  The  veiy 
pause,  however,  in  regard  to  such  an  institution  as 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  paralyzes,  for  some 
time  to  come,  the  credit  in  Europe  of  most  American 
securities,  and  the  suspension  in  Philadelphia  will 
greatly  add  to  the  distrust. 

Suspension  of  specie  payments.  The  banks 
in  Philadelphia  suspended  specie  payments  on 
Wednesday  last,  and  on  Thursday  the  banks  in  Bal- 
timore followed  their  example;  and  the  suspension 
will,  doubtless,  be  general  throughout  the  country. 
Some  of  the  reasons  assigned  for  the  course  of  the 
Philadelphia  banks  are  extremely  absurd:  but  the 
following  extracts  will,  perhaps,  afford  our  readers 
something  like  a correct  view  of  the  procedure. 

The  Philadelphia  National  Gazette,  of  Wednes- 
Aoyr  liao  f'c/ffovyiug. 

"it  ia  stated  in  the  American  of  this  morning,  on 
the  authority  of  a gentleman  who  arrived  last  night 
from  Philadelphia,  that  on  Tuesday  afternoon  large 
dralts  on  the  Philadelphia  banks  for  specie  were  re- 
ceived from  New  York.  On  that  night  a meeting 
of  the  bank  officers  was  held,  and  it  was  determin- 
ed that  the  drafts  should  be  paid.  The  fact  that 
this  meeting  was  held  became  known,  however,  in 
various  parts  of  the  city,  and  yesterday  morning, 
when  the  banks  were  opened,  there  was  a regular 
run  upon  them  for  specie.  One  of  the  banks  soon 
ceased  paying,  and  this  fact,  it  is  said,  determined 
some  ot  the  others,  and  in  the  course  of  the  day 
most,  il  not  all  of  them,  ceased  further  payments  of 
specie.” 

% From  the  Philadelphia  Gazelle. 

“This  necessity  [the  suspension]  has  its  chief 
cause  in  the  revulsion  of  the  opium  trade  with  the 
Chinese,  a trade  of,  say  fifty  millions!  The  instru- 
ment of  this  trade  is  known  to  be  opium.  This 
drug  can  no  longer  be  employed  as  an  article  of  ex- 
change with  that  people.  Specie,  therefore,  must 
take  the  place  of  it. 

The  Bank  of  England  fairly  reeled  under  these 
tidings  from  China — and  was  forced  to  make  a loan 
of  the  Bank  of  France,  and  into  the  issue  of  two 
pound  notes.  The  balance  of  trade  being  against 
us,  demands  came  over  here  for  specie,  and  every 
packet  ship  went  out  carrying  away  from  a half  to 
a million  of  dollars. 

This  was  the  great  cause  of  the  late  stricture  in 
our  banks’ discounts — the  banks  could  not  discount 
paper,  because  their  issues  came  back  upon  them 
directly  for  specie.  The  merchants  were  bleeding 
at  every  pore.  Trade  and  commerce  were  literally 
stopped.  To  aid,  as  far  as  possible,  the  banks  (or 
some  of  them)  gave  their  credit  to  the  merchants 
under  the  form  of  post  notes,  payable  four,  or  six, 
or  eight  months  ahead,  hoping  by  the  time  they 
arrived  at  maturity  that  the  piessure  might  become 
relaxed. 

But  this  did  not  alFord  the  relief.  The  merchants, 
manufacturers  and  mechanics,  were  yet  suffering. — 
This  sutfering  was  not  confined  to  this  city,  New 
York  felt  it  under  all  forms  of  severity, — as  indeed 
did  all  our  cities,  and  the  whole  country. 

The  Philadelphia  Gazette  has  also  the  following 
paragraph:  • j , I h 

It  seems  that  the  suspension  of  specie  payments 
in  this  state  so  iar  as  it  has  moved,  commenced  in 
the  interior.  We  learn  from  good  authority  that 
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the  Farmers’  bank  of  Reading  yesterday  refused 
payment  of  its  notes  in  specie. 

j'.s  for  Philadelphia  to  pursue  this  course  was  her 
onl;  available  measure  of  salvation.  To  postpone 
it,  vould  have  been  to  drain  her  of  her  silver  in  a 
few  months  lor-  the  benefit  of  New  York.  Two 
millions  of  specie  must  inevitably  have  gone  by  life 
1st  of  November,  as  one  million  did' go,  from  one 
only  of  our  institutions  within  a month  past.  ' Of 
couise  the  fractional  parts 'of  dollars  under  five,  and 
the  change  under  one  dollar,  will  continue  to  be 
paid  in  silver.  This  is  fairly  presumable,  there 
beirg  no  notes  under  the  first  denomination,  allow- 
ed by  statute. 

Tie  Philadelphia  Inquirer  says:  We  learn  that 
U.  S.  Bank  notes  were  sold  yesterday  at  1 per  .cent, 
a month.  The  day  before  they  were  sold  at  ]$.— 
Business  paper  that  on  Tuesday  was  sold  at  2] 
was  scld  yesterday  at  2.  A decided  change  for  the 
better. 

Tlie  Philadelphia  U.  S.  Gazette  says:  The  sales 
of  stocks  yesterday  at  the  first  board  were  small,  but 
the  demand  increased  at  the  second  board,  and 
there  ivas  an  advance  on  almost  every  kind.  The 
Wilmington,  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore  rail  road 
stock  advanced  considerably — 48  was  asked  after 
the  clcse  of  the  boards. 

Thejieculiar  state  of  the  monetary  affairs  of  the 
city  hid  not  operated  much  on  the  public  mind;  in 
a day  or'-two  order  and  quiet  will  be  restored,  aur1 
money  being  easier,  we  shall  see  a great  or  degree 
ol  com  ort  among  the  business  men. 

Suspension.  The  Philadelphia  Sentinel  says: 
We  announced,-  yesterday  morning,  the  fact  that 
the  banks  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia 
had  retiised  to  redeem  their  notes.  We  omitted  to 
state  in  connection  with  this  announcement,  that 
some  of  . them  continued  specie  payments  during  a 
part  of  yesterday,  but  the'  same  necessity  which 
• jicsu  the  other  banks  to  suspend,  compelled 
them,  in  a few  hours  afterwards,  to  follow  suit. 
The  opinion  has  been  gaining  ground,  for  some 
weeks  past,  that  it  was  expedient  to  resort  to  this 
measure,  in  order  to  prevent  extensive  failures  on 
the  part  of  our  merchants  and  traders,  which  would 
ultimately  prove  disastrous  to  the  community  as 
well  as  to  the  banks. 

Experience  seems  to  have  shown  the  correct- 
ness of  the  opinion  entertained  by  the  directors  of 
several  of  our  banks,  that  the  resumption  of  specie 
payments  was  premature,  and  that  the  country  was 
not  prepared  for  it.  The  consequence  has  been 
another  suspension  in  Philadelphia,  which  will  pro- 
bably be  followed  by  all  the  banks  in  the  union. 
As  a substitute  for  small  notes,  we  understand,  that 
one  or  two  of  the  banks  are  using  checks  to  the 
amount  of  one  dollar,  in  their  receipts  and  pay- 
ments. We  trust,  that  the  citizens  wiil,  one  and 
all,  set  their  faces  against  the  introduction  of  the 
sliinplaster  currercy  with  which  the  country  was 
deiuged  during  tile  former  suspension. 

The  Philadelphia  National  Gazette  says:  “We 
are  requested  to  state  that  the  Commercial  bank  of 
this  city  has  not  united  in  suspending  specie  pay- 
ments.”  1 

In  Baltimore  on  Thursday  morning,  before  the 
regular  hour  for  opening  the  banks,  a ioeetine.  ot 
the  executive  officers  ol  those  institutions  was- 
held,  and  the  following  resolution  ladhpted:  ; f - 

“Whereas  information  has  reached  this  city  that 
the  banks  of  Philadelphia  have  suspended  specie 
payments — therefore  resolved, ■ th&U  udder  the  Cite 
cnmstances  this  meeting  deems  it  advrsablb- that 
the  banks  of  this  city  forthwith  1 suspend  specie 
payments  for  the  present;  add  recommend  the  same 
to  the  boards  of  the  severed  bank's.”  - 

The  determination  of  the  Baltimore  banks  did 
not  cause  much  excitement,  and  all  parties  seem  to 
concur  in  its  necessity. 

In  New  York  no  positive  accounts  of  the  sus- 
pension of  the  Philadelphia  banks  had  reached  New 
York  dp  to  four  o’clock  on  Wednesday  afternoon; 
although  a suspension  was  generally  looked  for  'on 
the  part  of  the  Pennsylvania  United  Slates  bunk. 
A notice  issued  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  in 
New  York,  that  it  would  no  longer  redeem  the  notes 
ot  the  United  States  bank  of  Pennsylvania,  create 
ed  no  little  sensution  in  Wall  street  on  Wednesday. 
The  sales  of  the  stock  of  the  latter  closed  at  97J.1 
The  following  articles  are  copied  in  order  to  show 
how  the  proceeding  was  viewed  there: 


From  the  N.  Y.  American,  Wednesday  afternoon. 

Th?  Bank  of  the  United  States  in  New  York 
gave  notice  this  morning,  (hat  it  would  no  longer 
redeem  the  notes  of  the  United  States  bank  of 
Pennsylvania.  It  also  refused  the  payments  of  some 
post  notes  of  the  United  States  bank,  payable  here, 
and  due  to-day. 

The  effect  of  these  pioceedings  is  alleviating  to 
our  money  market,  since  it  puts  an  end  to  the  ne- 
gotiation liere'oj' the  post  notes  and  other  securities 
ot  the  Bank  of  the  United  States — the  sale  where- 
of, heretofore,  has  been  the  means  o f absorb- 
ing portions  of  New  York  capital — and  thereby 
cramping  our  money  market,  and  incidentally  our 
banks. 

Il  is  satisfactory  lo  add,  as  after  diligent  inquiry 
’vve  are  enabled  to  do  with  entire  confidence,  that 
the  banks  of  this  city  have  been  preparing  for  any 
emergency,  and  that  their  condition  is  impregna- 
ble. . 

The  New  York  Post  of  Wednesday  afternoon  af- 
ter mentioning  the  facts  stated  above  adds — 

We  have  been  informed  since  the  above  was 
written,  that  the  banks  in  Philadelphia  have  deter- 
mined to  suspend  specie  payments,  and  that  the 
banks  of  this  city,  after  the  receipt  of  this  intelli- 
gence, have  unanimously  resolved  not  to  follow  the 
example.  This  is  the  understanding  out  of  doors; 
and  there  is  to  be  a convention  of  the  banks  this 
afternoon  to  take  measures  for  sustaining  them- 
selves, which  we  are  told  they  can  easily  do. 

The  New  York  correspondent  of  the  U.  S.  Ga- 
zette writes,  under  date  oi  Wednesday,  P.  M. 

The  mercantile  community  are,  no  doubt,  in  fa- 
vor of  a general  suspension,  and  it  is  now  looked 
for  with  much  more  confidence,  since  the  United 
States  Bank  been  compelled  (if  such  is  the 
case)  lo  lead  file  way. 

From  the  N.  York  Commercial  Advocate,  Oct.  9,  P.  M. 

The  pressure  in  the  money  market  has  not 
abated,  and  the  following  notice,  issued  this  [horn- 
ing by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  in  New  York, 
has  tended  to  increase  the  tightness  in  Well  street. 

Bank  of  the  United  States  in  lfey?.,Yprk, 

New  York,  Wednesday  morning,  Ocl.  9,  W A.  M. 

“Notice  is  hereby  given  that  notes  of'jtfihljnited 
States  Bank  of  Pennsyleania  wilj  no'  longer  be  re- 
ceived at  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  in  New 
York.” 

The  Bank  of  the  United  Statep  in  this  qi.ty  has 
this  day  refused  to  redeem  tlie  notes  .of  the  i^ank  ot 
the  United  States  of  Pepijsylv.anisi,  even  in  cases  in 
which  they  were  by  their. tv*nur  made  payable  herp.| 
This  has  occasioned  no  srnall  excitement..  In  this 
state  of  things,  it  is  satisfacl.opy  to.  lie  able. to,  "ay,  op 
good  authority,  that  the  banks  of  this  city  which 
hare  b.een  for  a long  time  str.engthenipgjtlieins'elyes, 
are  in  a position  to  maintain  specie  payments  under 
aw/.pircqmstanc'es.; 

The  drain  of  money  by  the  negociation  of  the 
post  notes  of  the  iBank  of  the  United  States  w ill  now 
cease,,  and  the  mohey  market,  w;e  may  safely  cop- . 
Clyde,  will  in  a few  days  be  more  pasy  than  it  has ' 

bgen  for  pome  monies  past. 

In  the  mean  time  it  seems  to  us,  w'pijse  than  lisp- 
less,  to  run,  upp’n  the  'banks,  for  specie,  or  do.  guy' 
thing  that  can  impede,  tfieir  efforts  tp  sustain  thpip-, 
selves.  The  elfect  can  only  be  hurtful  to  the  com- 
munity, as  well  as  give  the  banks  unnecessary 
trouble,  and  excite  alarm  for  which  there  is  no  ade- 
quate cause. 

: 'The  New  York  American  of  Thursday  afternoon 
says,  “New  York  and  the  east  will  Maintain  specie 
payments.  The  feelings  of  the  community  here 

are  all  one, way.” 

} I„- the  ne'jft  “Register”  we  will  publish  alt  the 
Official  proceedings  • oil  the  banks  in  Philadelphia, 
Boston,  &c'.  in  relation  to  this  procedure,  that  a 
history  of  the  case  may,  be  presented.'  " ‘ 

Twenty-sixth  congress.  There,  are  two  va- 
cancies in  the  congrbBsional  delegation  from  Massa- 
chusetts, one  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Mr,  i 
Fletcher,  ol  Boston,  the  other  by  the  death  of  Jaipes 
C.  Aivord,  of  Franklin  county.  Also  two  vacancies 
in  South  Carolina,  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of 
Messrs.  Elmore  arid  Richardson,  and  one  in  Mis- 
souri,-occasioned  by: the  death  of  Albert  G.  1 larrit 
sou.  Total,  say  five  vacancies1.  , I , . 
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Arkansas  bonds.  Five  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars of  the  bonds  of  this  state,  issued  to  the  state 
bank,  have  recently  been  sold  in  London  at  par. 
They  were  a portion  of  those  sold  by  the  commis- 
sioners to  the  North  American  Trust  and  Banking 
company,  of  New  York.  This  fact  shows  that 
confidence  in  American  securities  remains  unim- 
paired in  the  great  mart  of  the  world,  and  gives 
good  ground  to  hope  that  an  opportunity  for  dis- 
posing of  the  remaining  bonds  of  the  state  of  Ar- 
kansas will  soon  occur.  Those  remaining  now  un- 
sold are  $500,000  of  the  bonds  originally  issued  for 
the  Heal  Estate  Bank,  $500,000  for  the  western 
branch  of  that  institution,  and  $300,000  issued  for 
the  Washington  branch  of  the  state  bank. 

[. Arkansas  Gaz. 

Russian  currency.  The  Journal  de  St.  Peters- 
burgh  publishes  an  imperial  ukase,  instituting  an 
office  connected  with  the  Imperial  Bank  of  Com- 
merce, for  the  deposit  ofsumsin  silver,  which  are 
to  remain  in  fact  under  the  guarantee  of  the  bank, 
and  are  not  to  be  applied  to  any  other  purpose  than 
the  reimbursements  of  deposites.,  Notes  to  be  called 
notes  of  the  deposiie  bank  are  (o  be  issued  for  3,  5, 
10,  and  25  silver  roubles,  and  may  ultimately  be  for 
100  roubles  each,  which  are  to  be  current  through- 
out the  empire,  and  received  in  payment  for  their 
full  value  by  the  government  as  well  as  individuals. 
The  bank  is  to  be  opened  on  the  first  ot  January. 

Revenue.  We  find  the  following  statement  in 
that  well  conducted  paper,  the  Boston  Morning 
Post: 

Commerce  and  revenue  of  Boston,  for  the  finan- 
cial years  of  1838  and  1839. 

The  number  of  foreign  arrivals  from  January  1st 
to  September  30th,  1838,  was  975.  The  number  of 
foreign  arrivals  from  January  1st  to  September  30th, 
1839,  was  1,174.  Increase  of  foreign  arrival,  199. 
The  number  of  foreign  clearances  from  January  1st 
to  September  30th,  1838,  was  839.  The  number  of 
foreign  clearances  from  January  1st  to  September 
30th,  1839,  1,055.  Increase  of  foreign  clearances, 
216.  I 

Revenue. 

Fourth  quarter,  1337,  379,067  70 

.f  irst  quarter,  lsaa,  480,300  29 

Second  quarter,  do.  465,765  84 

Third  quarter,  do.  949,466  09 


Fourth  quarter,  1838, 
First  quarter,  1839, 
Second  quarter,  do. 


$2,275,500 

22 

652,865 

88 

562,915 

27 

875,130 

69 

t 1,292,604 

00 

$3,383,515  84 

Increase  of  the  revenue  during  the  financial  year 
1839,  #1,108,015  62. 

g-  In  this  statement,  as  in  many  others  of  the  same 
kind,  republished  from  the  official  documents,  the 
public  are  liable  to  be  much  misled  as  to  the  amount 
of  revenue  applicable  to  the  public  expenditures. 
This  arises  from  the  omission  of  the  amount  of  de- 
bentures paid  upon  the  exportation  oflarge  portions 
of  the  dutiable  commodities,  as  well  as  the  duties 
secured  upon  rail  road  iron,  which  are  remitted 
whenever  the  rails  shall  be  actually  laid  down. 
These  two  items  alone  swallow  up  a very  large  por- 
tion of  the  amount  of  duties  secured  at  some  of  the 
ports — especially  at  Boston.  In  times  of  commer- 
cial pressure,  the  exportation  of  goods  subject  to 
drawback  is  invariably  increased,  and  forms  a most 
important  object  in  the  operations  of  the  treasury 
department,  and  greatly  reduces  its  nett  receipts. 

[ Globe . 

Case  of  commodore  Elliott.  The  Army  and 
Navy  Chronicle  copies-the  following  letter  which 
appeared  some  time  ago  in  the  New  York  Times — 
giving  the  first  information  the  public  received  on 
the  matter  to  which  it  refers. 

The  court  of  inquiry,  wdiich  was  ordered  to  inves- 
tigate the  charges  brought  against  commodore  Elli- 
ott, have  sent  in  their  reports  to  the  secretary  of  the 
navy.  The  majority  recommended  that  he  should 
be  tried  by  a navy  court  martial — com.  Stewart  dis- 
senting therefrom. 

It  is  rumored  on  the  authority  of  persons  who 
heard  much  of  the  testimony,  that  the  heavy  charges 
brought  against  Elliott  in  the  public  prints,  and 
openly  urged  against  him  on  the  floor  of  congress,  at 
the  last  session,  by  Mr.  Naylor  of  this  state  Mr. 
Prentiss,  of  Mississippi,  Mr-  Plclf,ns,  °,f  boldh  Car- 
olina, and  others,  were  s')Sla\ne,C!  by  th®  Str0^elst 
evidence  It  is  n "e3«med  that  the  secretary  of  the 
navy  will' speedily  o tdel;  a court  martial  on  the  case. 
The  .Chro.rij.cle  rem.  ^ ' 


The  information  conveyed  by  the  first  paragraph 
of  the  above  extract  could  only  have  been  ol> 
tained  from  one  of  the  members  of  the  court.  j 

Members  of  a court  of  inquiry  are  not  bound  Jo 
secrecy  respecting  their  proceedings  and  opinions 
as  are  those  of  a court  martial;  hence  the  statements 
with  regard  to  the  opinion  or  recommendation; of 
the  court  may  be  correct. 

Knowing  that  much  anxiety,  as  well  as  curiostty, 
exists  in  the  public  mind  to  learn  what  further  pro- 
ceedings, if  any,  are  to  be  had,  we  have  made  re- 
quent  inquiries.  From  what  we  can  gather,  the  re- 
cord of  the  court  has  not  yet  been  examined,  lor 
will  it  be,  in  all  probability,  until  the  return  of  the 
president  and  secretary  of  the  navy. 

[The  statements  contained  in  the  above  letter/are 
known  to  be  correct — and  we  understand  that  ana- 
vy  court  martial  will  be  ordered — and,  lurther,  that 
the  recommendation  of  the  court  of  inquiry  rieets 
the  general  concurrence  of  the  officers  of  the  naly.] 
[Ed.  of  N.  Y.  TimL 

Georgia  Banks.  The  following  statemen;  re- 
lative to  the  banks  in  Georgia,  is,  we  are  assured, 
from  a source  which  may  be  relied  on. 

“All  the  banks  on  the  seaboard  (excepting Da- 
rien), and  in  Augusta,  all  the  branches  of  the  State, 
Marine  and  Central  rail  road  banks,  the  Commercial 
Bank  of  Macon,  and  Bank  of  Columbus,  are  nbt  on- 
ly sound,  but  nearly  all  of  them  wilh  a small  indebt- 
edness and  good  specie  basis.  The  high  rqtes  ot 
exchange  arise  principally  from  the  embarrassments 
of  the  4 per  cent,  banks;  but  they  depreciate  the 
character  of  the  banks  generally,  as  their  notes  con- 
stitute the  chief  portion  of  the  active  circulajion  of 
the  state;  the  better  currency  being  kept  in  the 
pockets  of  the  wealthier  planters.  The  embarrass- 
ments of  the  two  great  rail  road  banks,  do  noi  arise 
from  the  fact  of  their  loaning  their  capital  Ida  few 
favored  individuals,  but  from  the  fact  that  ill  the 
ready  money  which  has  been  paid  by  the  stockhold- 
ers, has  been  expended  on  the  construction  of  the 
roads,  the  purchase  of  locomotives,  &c. 

“The  Central  bank  could  do  no  otherwise  than 
refuse  the  notes  of  the  Monroe  rail  road  bank.  They 
would  not  be  received  by  such  depositors  as  want- 
ed to  payout  thoir  notes  at  a distance  of  25  miles 
from  Milledgeville,  and  the  Monroe  rail  road  bank 
would  not  redeem  them.  The  latter  institution  po- 
sitively refuses  to  pay  a bank  or  a broker,  or  the 
agent  of  either,  even  in  the  notes  of  other  good  banks. 
What  use,  then,  could  the  Central  bank  make  of 
them? 

“There  has  been  no  arrangement  made  with  the 
Augusta  banks  to  receive  the  notes  of  the  Ocmul- 
gee,  or  Monroe  rail  road  bank,  and  they  generally 
do  receive  the  notes  of  the  two  Columbus  banks. — 
At  least  these  stand  on  the  same  footing  as  all  the 
other  country  banks. 

“The  Western  bank  of  Georgia,  (at  Rome),  is  ac- 
tively engaged  in  collecting  means  to  pay  her  debts. 
She  has  already  obtained  a large  amount  of  judg- 
ments against  solvent  individuals,  and  will  no  doubt 
be  in  a position  to  pay  her  debts  by  the  opening  of 
next  fall’s  business.”  [Jour.  Com. 

Compliment  to  Mr.  Clay.  The  American 
Sentinel,  a steady  but  moderate  administration  pa- 
per of  Philadelphia,  in  the  course  of  an  article  al- 
luding to  the  next  presidency,  pays  the  following 
honorable  compliment  to  the  distinguished  states- 
man of  Kentucky: 

“We  have  not  the  slightest  disposition  to  detract 
from  the  merits  of  Mr.  Clay;  he  is  one  of  the  dis- 
tinguished men  of  whom  our  country  has  just  reason 
to  be  proud;  and  when  he  shall  have  ceased  to  stand 
in  the  way  of  the  advancement  of  others,  and  have 
I retired  to  the  shades  of  private  life,  his  services  and 
his  sacrifices  for  the  public  good  will  be  spoken  of 
as  they  deserve.  He  is  now  paying  the  tax  which  all 
distinguished  public  men  must  be  content  to  pay  for 
their  elevation.  Who  has  been  more  abused  than 
Jefferson,  Madison,  Monroe,  the  Adamses,  Galla- 
tin, Crawford,  and  a host  of  others,  whose  praise  is 
now  on  the  lips  of  every  American  of  every  party?” 

Efficiency  of  militia. — The  Louisiana  Ad- 
vertiser says: 

General  Howard,  in  his  address  at  the  laying  of 
the  corner  stone  of  the  monument,  now  in  process 
of  erection  on  the  battle  ground,  at  North  Point, 
(Md.)  thus  observed: — “Militia  becomes  more 
formidable  as  their  rawness  wears  off.  Every 
skirmish  increases  their  familiarity  with  their  duty 
and  the  officer  who  uses  them  most  freely  will 
soonest  train  them  to  victory.  Hence  it  is,  that  a 
partizen  warfare  rapidly  developes  their  capabili- 
ties. 

It  may  be  remarked  as  an  interesting  coincidence, 
that  Baltimore  and  New  Orleans  were  both  saved 
by  following  the  same  maxim.  No  one  will  doubt 


that  the  battle  of  the  23d  December  wa3  the  remote 
cause  of  the  safety  of  New  Orleans,  or  that  that  of 
North  Point  led  to  the  security  of  Baltimore.  In 
both  cases  raw  militia  were  led  against  disciplined 
troops  and  taught  to  estimate  their  own  powers. 
Put  them  in  a position  where  manoevering  will  not 
be  required,  and  the  question  of  victory  then  be- 
comes one  of  personal  courage  only.” 

American  inventive  genius.  The  annexed 
paragraphs,  copied  from  papers  by  yesterday’s  mail, 
give  evidence  that  the  inventive  genius  of  our 
countrymen  does  not  slumber: 

A new  idea  in  steam  machinery.  Mr.  Benjamin 
Harris,  of  this  borough,  has  conceived  a plan,  by 
which  sail  vessels  of  every  description  may  be  pro- 
pelled with  the  aid  of  steam,  on  paddles  operating 
vertically  in  the  bottom  of  the  vessel,  above  the 
keel,  connected  with  the  machinery  above  by  a 
perpendicular  shaft  working  in  a metal  cylinder,  so 
constructed  as  to  exclude  the  water.  The  altera- 
tions necessary  to  adapt  a ship  to  this  plan,  will 
not,  it  is  said,  diminish  her  strength,  or  render  her 
less  manageable  independent  of  her  engine.  In  the 
larger  class  of  ships,  the  boilers,  engine,  and  all 
the  machinery  may  be  stowed  away  below  the 
water  line,  which  renders  the  invention  of  incal- 
culable value  for  men-of-war;  the  principle  of  mo- 
tion in  the  ship  being  secure  from  casulty  in  time 
or  action.  The  sails,  rigging,  yards  and  masts 
may  be  shot  away,  and  yet  the  ship  can  change  her 
positions  with  the  same  celerity  as  if  nothing  had 
happend. 

Mr.  Harris  has  tested  the  experiment  on  a skiff, 
14  feet  long  and  3 wide  which,  propelled  with  the 
hand,  by  means  of  a crank  turning  a paddle-wheel 
2^  feet  in  diameter,  makes  at  the  rate  of  five  miles 
an  hour. 

The  opinion  of  those  who  understand  such  mat- 
ters is,  that  it  is  a decided  improvement,  and  must 
succeed.  Mr.  H.  we  understand,  intends  to  apply 
for  a patent.  Vessels  navigating  coastwise  might 
use  this  invention  to  advantage;  but  its  great  utility 
is  designed  for  men-of-war  and  merchant  vessels 
navigating  the  high  seas.  [Norfolk  Herald. 

Tide  and  current  water  wheel.  F.  H.  South- 
worth,  a young  mechanic,  has  invented  a wheel 
for  using  water  power,  which  he  oamps  a tide  and 
current  water  wheel.  It  is  designed  to  be  placed 
in  an  open  stream,  and  to  work  by  the  natural  force 
of  the  current,  without  an  artificial  head  of  water. 
It  is  composed  of  a drum  attached  to  a perpendicu- 
lar shaft,  and  surrounded  by  swinging  buckets  con- 
nected by  sliding  bars.  These  so  work  as  that  the 
current  running  on  one  side  of  the  wheel  opens  the 
buckets  on  the  other  side,  producing  action  and  re- 
action, with  an  accumulation  of  power  sufficient  to 
move  flouring  mills  and  all  machinery  of  that  class. 
Like  most  useful  inventors,  Mr.  Southworth  i3 
without  the  means  of  making  a practical  experi- 
ment effectually  to  test  the  value  of  his  invention. 
If  successful,  it  must  prove  of  great  usefulness. 

[Cin.  Gaz. 

Parson's  upright  vibratory  single  machine,  ^ol. 
T.  G.  Abel,  of  Chautauque  county,  New  York, 
has  one  of  the  above  machines  in  this  town.  We 
saw  its  operation  yesterday,  at  the  shop  of  Messrs. 
Spare  & Haine;  and  must  say,  that  we  cannot  see 
how  it  will  ever  be  improved  upon.  It  makes  a 
shingle  in  no  wise  inferior  to  the  best  made  by 
hand  in  the  ordinary  way,  and  at  a speed  which  it 
is  of  small  consequence  to  surpass,  if,  indeed,  it  be 
possible  to  do  so.  It  is  of  very  simple  construction, 
and  cannot  be  liable  to  go  out  of  repair.  The 
power  is  applied  by  a single  person. 

[Galena  Gaz. 

Civil  war  in  Brazil.  A letter,  received  in. 
Salem,  from  Maranham,  dated  August  13,  states 
that  it  is  impossible  to  say  where  the  rebellion  in 
that  province  will  end.  Caxia,  embracing  half  or 
more  of  the  trade  of  Maranham,  had  been  taken  and. 
sacked,  loss  estimated  at  from  two  to  three  millions 
of  dollars.  Many,  says  the  letter,  will  be  entirely 
ruined,  and  the  effect  on  Maranham  will  be  very  se- 
rious. The  president  marched,  on  the  6th,  with  400 
men,  national  guards  and  volunteers,  to  a place  call- 
ed Monier,  about  24  hours’  sail,  where  he  joined 
his  forces  with  a body  of  800  militia  of  the  line,  at- 
tacked the  enemy,  who  were  strongly  entrenched, 
and  carried  the  entrenchments,  but  took  only  two  or 
three  prisoners.  The  government  loss  was  great — 
14  killed,  and  upwards  of  100  wounded.  The  go- 
vernment troops  showed  great  bravery,  but  it  was 
not  known  that  any  of  the  enemy  were  killed,  and 
the  victory  was  dearly  obtained,  without  any  good 
result,  except  to  accustom  the  troops  to  danger. 

Steam  vessels  of  war.  We  see  it  staled  in  the 
Louisville  Journal,  that  on  a recent  visit  to  England, 
captain  Stockton,  of  the  United  States  navy,  of  his 
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own  motion  aud  at  !iis  own  cost,  without  any  com- 
mission from  our  government,  devoted  his  enquiring 
mind  to  the  subject  of  steam  vessels  of  war,  and 
that  he  brought  with  him  on  his  return  to  this  coun- 
try, ample  drawings  and  a costly  and  beautiful  mo- 
del of  a steam  frigate  on  a new  construction  and 
combination  of  principles,  which,  in  the  opinion  of 
experienced  officers  of  the  navy,  promises  to  excel 
and  supersede  any  plan  of  building  steam  vessels  of 
war  hitherto  adopted  by  any  nation.  The  structure 
and  arrangement  of  force  proposed  by  capt.  Stock- 
ton  are  said  to  admit  of  the  use  of  sails  in  ordinary 
weather,  without  any  loss  of  speed,  thus  leaving  the 
fuel  and  steam  power  to  be  employed  in  calms  or 
against  an  enemy’s  force.  His  plan,  in  short,  pre- 
serves the  frigate  model  and  the  speed  of  motion 
which  that  only  can  give,  and  adds  all  the  advanta- 
ges of  steam  as  occasion  may  demand.  His  plan  is 
said  to  promise  the  most  important  results  in  naval 
warfare.  It  would  be  but  just,  should  his  zeal  and 
science  accomplish  all  that  is  anticipated,  that  the 
first  man-of-war  steamer  should  bear  the  name  of 
and  be  commanded  by  her  architect. 

[Balt.  Jlmer. 

Rail  road  receipts.  In  the  August  number 
of  that  valuable  work,  the  Rail  Road  Journal,  we  find 
it  stated,  that  receipts  on  the  Birmingham  railway 
in  England  are  now  at  the  rate  of  £700,000  ster- 
ling, or  $3,383,000  per  annum.  The  dense  popu- 
lation of  rail  roads  for  general  transportation,  gives 
these  enormous  receipts.  On  our  main  lines  in  the 
United  States  the  travel  on  rail  roads  is  rapidly  ou  the 
increase. 

The  sanguine  calculation  of  the  most  sanguine, 
estimated  for  income  the  number  to  pass  over  “the 
Eastern  rail  road”  in  Massaehuseets  at  110,700  for 
the  first  year.  This  period  ended  the  28th  nit.  and 
gave  the  actual  number  287,000  twice  and  a half  the 
estimate.  The  rail  roads  in  Massachusetts,  that  are 
completed,  generally  exceed  7 per  cent,  net  income 
and  are  held  above  par. 

The  receipts  on  the  Philadelphia,  Wilmington  and 
Delaware  rail  road,  for  June,  July  and  August,  was 
$127,000,  and  constantly  on  the  increase. 

The  following  statement  of  the  receipts  on  the 
Stiir/rmso  and  Uiica  rail  road,  wlllch  we  understand 
cost  $13,000  per  mile  for  53  miles,  gives  9 percent, 
gross  in  74  days  on  the  cost  of  this  road: 
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Average  per  day  $S40 — all  for  passengers. 

We  perceive  that  books  are  to  be  opened  on  the 
14th  ot  October,  to  extend  this  road  to  Oswego,  on 
Lake  Ontario.  This  will  be  a favorite  route  to  the 
Canadas,  the  Falls,  and  the  west.  The  gain  in 
time  and  rest  to  the  business  man  will  be  great.  He 
sleeps  on  the  norlh  river,  dines  in  Utica,  takes  tea 
in  Oswego,  or  on  board  a fine  steamer,  and  the  next 
morning  arrives  in  Lewistown,  in  time  if  required 
to  take  his  breakfast  in  Buffalo  by  the  rail  road  now 
in  daily  use.  All  this  may  be  accomplished  within 
forty  hours  from  New  York,  without  fatigue  or  losing 
any  rest. 

From  Syracuse  to  Auburn,  26  miles,  there  is  a 
very  superior  rail  road  completed  at  an  expense  of 
about  $18,000  per  mile,  and  doing  a good  business. 
Mr.  Higham,  the  engineer  in  chief  of  the  Auburn 
and  Rochester  rail  road,  tells  us  that  the  entire  line 
is  under  contract,  and  will  be  completed  within  two 
years.  The  Rochester  and  Tonawanda  rail  road  is 
completed,  and  in  use  33  miles,  to  Batavia,  leaving 
a like  distance  to  Buffalo  to  be  completed.  This 
part  of  the  route  is  in  the  hands  of  a company,  who 
have  taken  steps  to  procure  the  requisite  funds  to 
complete  the  only  link  in  the  chain  from  Albany  to 
Buffalo. 

The  population  in  our  state  tribunary  to  this  line 
— continued  through  the  east  parts  of  Columbia  and 
Dutchess  counties  to  this  city — exceeds  one  million 
of  souls.  The  day  is  not  distant  when  rail  road 
lines  will  be  extended  to  the  Mississippi  river,  and 
the  number  of  passengers  passing  through  the  val- 
ley of  the  Mohawk  will  equal  2,500  per'day,  or  say 
$750,000  per  annum,  and  yield  a gross  income  of 
from  7 to  $40,000,000,  particularly  if  the  state  will 
allow  this  line  to  carry  freight  free  of  canal  tolls. 

[N.  Y.  Express. 


Florida.  The  St.  Augustine  Herald  of  the  26th 
ult.  has  the  following  remarks  on  the  existing  condi- 
tion of  Indian  matters  in  the  territory. 

Our  own  deductions  from  all  we  can  gather  re- 
specting the  Indians,  amounts  to  this.  A large  body, 
comprising  probably  half  the  warriors  in  the  terri- 
tory, reside  habitually  with  Sam  Jones,  near  the 
head  of  New  river,  and  have  continued  during  the 
summer  in  friendly  communication  with  the  two 
posts  in  that  vicinity.  A part  of  them  went  over  to 
Carloosa,  and  were  parties  in  the  massacre  of  col. 
Harney’s  detachment,  but  it  suits  their  convenience 
to  make  scape-goats  of  the  “Spanish  Indians,”  and 
to  make  the  negro  interpreters,  who,  in  all  proba- 
bility, were  privy  to  the  whole,  the  sole  instigators 
of  the  plot.  As  to  “Spanish  Indians,”  there  are 
aone,  but  it  suits  Sam  to  make  a bugbear  of  a small 
land  that  has  hibitually  resided  at  the  extreme 
south,  and  seldom  come  north  for  any  purpose. 

This  band  is  probably  less  hostile  than  his  own, 
but  Sam  is  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  existing  state 
of  tilings,  and  uses  their  name  as  a palliative  to  gain 
time  and  do  nothing.  If  there  be  any  differences 
between  these  parties,  it  can  only  be  because  Sam’s 
party  wishing  to  monopolize  the  favor  of  the  whites, 
will  notallow  the  other  party  to  come  to  the  posts. 
No  dipomatist  is  equal  to  an  Indian — Sam  is  an  adept 
— one  day  he  is  too  drunk  to  come  to  any  definate 
point — the  next  day  too  sick;  and  then  what  with 
Spanish  Indians,  Coacoochie’s  w'rong  headedness, 
Sandy’s  treachery  and  the  folly  of  young  men  who 
will  not  come  in,  he  amuses  away  month  after  month, 
while  his  people  are  enjoying  precisely  the  sort  of 
life  they  wish  to  enjoy  all  their  lives. 

Of  the  remaining  Indians  we  know  less,  because 
there  is  no  communication  with  them.  Coa-coochie 
with  his  party  probably  reside  habitually  somewhere 
between  Fort  Mellon  and  the  Cove  of  the  Withla- 
coocbie,  not  very  far  south  of  Fort  King.  A chief 
told  a friend  of  ours  at  gen.  Macomb's  talk,  that  he 
had  corn  planted  not  ten  miles  from  that  post.  Ti- 
gertail’s  party  probably  reside  habitually  west  of  the 
Suwannee,  but  both  these  band  evidently  roam  in 
hunting  parties  over  the  whole  country  from  lake 
George  to  the  St.  Marks,  keeping  south  of  the  set- 
tlements, and  crossing  the  Suwannee  near  Fort 

Fanning-  Their  purpose  does  nol  appear  lo  be  -wui 

but  they  omit  no  opportunity  to  commit  murder , 
when  it  comes  in  their  way;  of  these  murders  we 
have  recorded  fifty  or  sixty  since  May. 

The  captured  Africans.  After  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  court  at  Hartford,  the  Africans  were 
taken  back  to  New  Haven  where  they  are  treated 
with  every  proper  indulgence  and  kindness.  Cin- 
quez  is  not  kept  in  close  confinement  as  before, — 
the  court  having  decided  that  he  has  committed  no 
crime  against  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 

Since  their  return  to  New  Haven,  farther  efforts 
have  been  made  to  find  persons  who  can  converse 
with  them  in  their  native  tongue,  and  who  also  un- 
derstand the  English  language.  These  endeavors 
we  are  happy  to  say,  have  been  crowned  with  suc- 
cess. Two  native  Africans,  belonging  to  the  crew 
of  the  Br.  brig  Buzzard,  now  in  this  harbor,  from  a 
cruise  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  having  been  sent  to 
New  Haven  by  the  committee  on  behalf  of  the  Af- 
ricans, with  the  consent  of  the  captain  (Fitzgerald,) 
were  found  lo  speak  exactly  the  same  language  as 
the  prisoners.  Professor  Gibbs,  in  a letter  commu- 
nicating this  intelligence,  says:  “It  would  hare 

done  your  heart  good  to  see  the  joy  of  the  Africans 
on  finding  themselves  able  to  converse  with  the 
men.” 

And  another  gentleman  writes,  “We  called  with 
them  (the  interpreters)  at  the  prison  this  morning; 
as  the  African  captives  were  at  bieakfast.  The 
marshal  objected  to  the  entrance  of  the  interpreters 
until  the  breakfast  was  over,  but  one  of  the  captives 
coming  to  the  door  and  finding  a countrymen  who 
could  talk  in  their  own  language,  took  hold  of  him, 
and  literally  dragged  him  in.  Such  a scene  ensued 
as  you  may  better  conceive  than  I describe.  Break- 
fast was  forgotten;  all  crowded  around  the  two  men, 
and  all  talking  as  fast  as  possible.  The  children 
hugged  one  another  with  transport.”  The  captives 
confirm  all  that  had  been  previously  learned  from 
John  Ferry,  the  native  of  Kissi,  who  was  anle  to 
converse  a little  with  some  of  them. 

[Journal  of  Commerce. 

Iron  versus  timber  steamers.  While  at  the 
Broomielaw  the  other  day,  the  writer  by  the  merest 
accident  stepped  on  board  a splendid  new  steamer, 
wdnch  had  been  christened  the  “Royal  George,”  and 
is  destined  to  act  as  consort  to  the  “Royal  Sove- 
reign,” at  present  one  of  the  swiftest  boats  afloat  on 
the  station  stretching  between  the  Clyde  and  the 
Mersey.  The  Royal  George  has  been  for  some  time 
afloat;  and  as  her  engine  and  other  gearing  are  well 
nigh  complete,  she  will  leave  the  Broomielaw  on  an 


experimental  trip  in  a week  or  so  from  the  present 
date.  Her  length  of  deck  is  as  near  as  may  be  200 
feet,  and  forms  as  beautiful  a promenade  as  can  be 
well  imagined;  burther  per  register,  including  the 
space  occupied  by  machinery,  300  tons,  but  in  lea- 
lity  nearly  700;  engine  power,  according  to  the  usual 
calculation,  equal  to  the  muscular  strength  of  250 
horses.  At  the  present  she  draws  scrimply  five,  and 
when  loaded  with  100  tons  goods,  the  draught  will 
not  exceed  seven  feet  of  water. 

With  the  exception  of  the  deck,  bulwarks,  paddle- 
boxes,  rosewood  linings  of  the  principal  cabin,  &c. 
the  entire  frame-work  of  the  beautiful  ship  describ- 
ed, is  composed  of  sheet-iron,  three-eighths  of  an 
inch  in  thicknesss,  and  strongly  rivetted  inside  by 
bars  or  fastenings,  which  take  the  foim  diagonal,  the 
strongest  of  all.  With  a view'  to  safety  in  the  case 
of  a sunken  rock  or  lee  shore,  the  extreme  length, 
stem  to  stern,  is  divided  into  five  compartments,  and 
the  largest  is  not  so  much  the  hold,  which  can  be 
dealt  wdlh  as  is  deemed  most  expedient,  as  the  gap 
filled  with  double  engine,  furnaces,  cylinders,  and 
the  other  appurtenances  that  manufacture  the  pro- 
pelling power. 

Should  a hole,  therefore,  be  stove  in  the  vessel’s 
sides  by  collision  with  a rock  or  any  other  antagonist 
body,  water  can  only  rush  into  one  apartment,  to  the 
extent  of  a foot,  or  possibly  less,  and  so  long  as  the 
others  remain  perfectly  dry,  sufficient  buoyancy  re- 
mains behind  to  enable  the  crew  to  apply  the  pump 
and  repair  the  leak.  The  Royal  George  is  the  fit- 
teenth  iron  steamer  which  Messrs.  Todd  and  McGre- 
gor have  now  built,  and  their  joint  opinion  decided- 
ly is,  that  what  are  called  wooden  walls  for  naval 
purposes,  will  soon  be  at  a discount,  and  iron  ones 
at  a premium.  Between  the  cost  of  the  one  material 
and  the  other  the  difference  is  trifling,  and  the  great 
advantage  of  iron  is,  that  it  lessens  very  considera- 
bly the  draught  of  water — a recommendation,  it  may- 
be added,  beyond  price  in  river  navigation.  But  a 
short  period  has  elapsed  since  the  Clyde  foundry  en- 
gineers received  an  order  for  an  iron  sail  ship  of  500 
tons  burthen,  destined  for  the  American  trade,  and 
which  a year  or  two  hence  will  be  seen  careering  in 
the  wake  of  the  British  Queen,  and  the  other  great 
arches  that  span  so  beneficially  the  waters  of  the 
mighty  Atlantic. 

In  1835  Messrs.  Todd  and  McGregor  built  ror  a 
Waterford  company,  who  have  steamers  of  different 
materials  afloat,  that  ply  regularly  between  Ireland 
and  Liverpool,  an  iron  boat;  and,  during  the  four 
years  that  have  intervened,  the  said  craft  has  neither 
required  nor  received  the  slightest  repair,  while  the 
whole  of  her  wooden  consorts  have  been  repeatedly 
caulked,  and  otherwise  refitted,  at  an  expense  vary- 
ing from  £400  to  £500  annually.  This  is  another 
decided  recommendation,  which  alone  ranks  second 
to  lightness  of  draught,  and  how  long  an  iron  ship, 
with  fair  play,  will  last,  is  a problem  as  yet  unde- 
cided, and  which  possibly  enough  may  not  be  solved 
for  the  next  twenty  or  thirty  years.  The  oil  and 
grease  which  are  so  plentifully  used  in  the  engine 
house  below,  diffuse  a moistening  influence  which 
extends  in  some  way  to  every  part  of  the  ship,  and 
the  balance  of  opinion,  as  to  naval  tear  and  wear,  so 
far  as  experience  has  yet  gene,  is  in  favor  of  iron 
and  against  wood,  almost  in  the  ratio  of  three  to  one. 

[Dumfries  Courier. 

Extraordinary  abduction.  From  the  Bos- 
ton Mercantile  Journal.  The  National  iEgis  says 
that  a few  days  since,  Sidney  O.  Francis,  a colored 
boy,  about  eight  years  of  age,  son  of  John  Foster 
Francis,  a resident  of  Worcester,  was  fraudulently 
seduced  away  from  his  parents,  and  there  is  reason 
to  believe  has  been  sold  into  slavery  in  Virginia. 
The  agents  in  this  nefarious  act  appear  to  have 
been  Perley  Shearer  and  John  Dickenson,  of  Pal- 
mer, who  on  the  12th  inst.  obtained  permission  of 
the  parents  of  the  lad  for  him  to  live  with  them,  to 
do  light  work.  But  it  appears  from  the  following- 
letter,  received  on  Monday  by  the  authorities  of 
Worcester,  that  he  has  been  carried  into  Virginia 
and  sold  as  a slave. 

Fredericksburg,  Va.  Sept.  19,  1839. 

To  the  mayor  of  the  town  of  Worcester,  Mass. 

Sir:  On  the  15th  inst.  a man  calling  himself 
Dickenson  Shearer  arrived  here,  and  had  with  him 
a negro  boy,  whose  name  he  called  Franklin,  and 
whom  he  called  his  slave.  He  parted  with  this 
boy  last  night,  and  it  is  feared  sold  him  to  a trader. 
The  circumstances  were  so  suspicious  as  to  lead  to 
inquiries  and  to  his  arrest.  On  his  examination  he 
admitted  the  boy  to  be  free,  that  he  came  with  him 
from  Worcester,  where  his  father  and  mother  re- 
sided, that  he  did  not  know  their  names,  had  never 
seen  them  but  once,  and  then  for  an  hour  only,  and 
they  permitted  this  boy  to  come  with  him.  He 
admitted  that  he  did  not  tell  them  he  was  bringing 
the  boy  to  Virginia.  The  story  is  so  absurd  as  to 
create  a strong  impression  that  he  is  a kidnapper, 
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and  information  is  sent  to  you  that  proper  inquiries 
be  made,  and,  if  possible,  evidence  sent  here  to 
prove  the  boy’s  freedom,  and  to  identify  him.  This 
of  course  must  be  some  white  person,  and  the  abo- 
litionists, if  there  be  any  among  you,  have  now  an 
opportunity  of  displaying  their  humane  feelings. 
This  man  says  he  came  from  Pelham,  Mass,  and 
has  a brother,  a Dr.  Shearer,  residing  there.  In- 
quiries of  the  truth  of  this  statement  may  be  ma- 
terial. All  that  humanity  requires  will  be  done 
here  to  recover  the  unfortunate  boy.  A messenger 
will  be  despatched  to-night  in  pursuit,  and  the 
constituted  authorities  invited  to  aid  him.  This 
man  is  in  custody,  but  cannot  be  long  detained 
without  evidence.  You  will,  therefore,  reply  by 
return  mail,  and  let  the  statements  be  made  on  oath, 
and  let  the  person  to  identify  be  sent  immediately. 

I am,  sir,  respectfully  your  obt.  servt. 

Benj.  Clark,  mayor. 

A true  copy — attest, 

(jEo.  M.  Rice. 

The  character  of  this  letter  is  highly  honorable 
to  the  mayor  of  Fredericksburg.  The  JEgis  says 
that  “two  persons  have  proceeded  to  Frederic  ks 
burg  to  identify  and  reclaim  the  boy,  if  he  shall 
have  been  recovered,  and  to  furnish  such  evidence 
as  may  be  necessary  for  the  detention  of  the  person 
arrested,  that  he  may  be  brought  before  the  proper 
tribunals.  Should  the  fact  of  the  abduction  of  a 
free  colored  person  for  the  purpose  of  selling  him 
into  slavery  be  substantiated,  it  is  probable  appli- 
cation will  be  made  to  the  executive  of  this  com- 
monwealth to  demand  the  surrender  of  an  inhabi- 
tant of  Massachusetts  to  the  jurisdiction  of  our 
own  laws,  to  answer  to  the  charge  of  committing  a 
high-handed  outrage  upon  human  rights.” 

The  New  York  Commercial  says,  the  above 
named  boy,  has  reached  the  city  of  New  York,  on 
his  way  to  his  home  at  Worcester.  He  is  a bright 
intelligent  little  fellow,  about  eight  years  of  age, 
and  the  son  of  a very  respectable  mechanic  at 
Worcester.  The  gentleman  who  went  to  Virginia 
in  search  of  him  is  a Mr.  Bice;  he  deserves  much 
credit  for  the  skill  and  promptitude  with  which  he 
effected  his  benevolent  object.  Shearer,  the  kid 
napper,  was  left  in  jail  at  Fredericksburg,  awaiting 
a requisition  from  the  governor  of  Massachusetts. 
He  had  two  or  three  accomplices,  ami  mere  is 
strong  reason  to  believe,  from  what  came  out  on 
the  examination,  that  three  or  four  other  colored 
boy3  have  been  kidnapped  and  sold  by  him  and  his 
confederates.  Sydney,  the  boy  now  rescued,  was 
sold  by  Shearer  for  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

Great  explosion.  The  Westfield  Spectator, 
a Massacusetts  print,  gives  an  account  of  an  acci- 
dent, which  occurred  near  the  village  of  Westfield, 
on  the  23d  ult.  Three  powder  mills  were  blown 
up,  carrying  with  them  one  dwelling  house,  one 
barn  and  two  out  buildings,  which  were  shivered  to 
fragments.  Yet  the  most  remarkable  part  of  the 
story  is  that  no  lives  were  lost.  The  following  is  an 
account  given  by  the  Westfield  paper: 

On  Monday  morning  last,  about  half  past  ten 
o’clock,  the  powder  mills  belonging  to  Messrs. 
Foot  and  Gillett,  standing  about  two  miles  west  of 
this  village  were  blown  up.  There  were  three  dis- 
tinct explosions  at  intervals  of  twenty  or  thirty  se- 
conds. 

The  first  was  the  cylinder  mill,  which  was  a 
short  time  before  put  in  operation;  and  the  workmen 
had  left  but  about  five  minutes  previous — and  who 
were  at  the  time  working  in  the  corning  mill,  about 
five  rods  distant, — and  which  blew  up  within  twen- 
ty seconds,  giving  the  men  barely  time  to  leave  the 
mill,  and  throw  "themselves  into  the  bush  within 
twenty  feet  of  it.  And  strange  as  it  may  appear, 
they  escaped  slightly  injured,  one  without  a mark 
of  injury  except  from  being  blacked  by  the  powder, 
the  other  received  a billet  of  wood  in  his  breast. — 
They  had  scarcely  arose  from  their  hiding  place, 
than  the  packing  house  which  contained  four  or  five 
hundred  barrels  of  powder  exploded,  protrasting 
them  again,  and  leaving  not  a vestige  to  mark  the 
spot  on  which  it  stood. 

The  ground  for  several  feet  around  was  swept 
clean  of  every  thing.  A dwelling  house  standing 
near  it  was  unroofed — two  sides  were  blown  in, 
and  not  even  a joist  left  standing.  The  plastering 
of  the  standing  walls  were  shaken  from  them.  The 
partitions  broken  to  pieces,  feather  beds  were 
“shook  up,”  and  not  a person  of  the  six  or  seven 
in  the  house  injured. 

The  concussion  was  so  great  that  buildings  in 
the  villages  received  considerable  injury  from  it. — 
One  bulding  at  least  a mile  and  a half  from  the 
mills  had  twenty  or  thirty  lights  broken  out,  and 
another  had  one  window  totally  demolished,  the  cas- 
ino' being  carried  across  the  room.  About  ten 
thousand  pounds  of  powder  ready  for  sale  and  near- 
ly the  same  quantity  manufacturing  was  burnt. 


Magnitude  of  the  lakes.  Lake  Superior  is 
400  miles  long,  SO  miles  wide,  900  feet  deep,  and 
contains  32,000  square  miles.  It  is  596  feet  above 
the  level  of  tide  water. 

Lake  Michigan  is  220  miles  long,  70  mile3  wide, 
1,000  feet  deep,  and  578  feet  above  tide  water.  It 
contains  22,000  square  miles. 

Lake  Huron  is  240  miles  long,  80  miles  wide, 
1,000  feet  deep,  and  contains  20,000  square  miles. 
It  is  578  feet  above  tide  water. 

Green  Bay  is  100  miles  long,  20  miles  wide,  and 
contains  2,000  square  miles. 

Lake  Erie  is  240  miles  long,  40  miles  wide,  S40 
feet  deep,  and  contains  9,600  square  miles.  It  ii 
565  feet  above  tide  water. 

Lake  Ontario  is  180  miles  long,  35  miles  wide, 
500  feet  deep,  and  contains  6,300  square  miles.  If 
is  232  feet  above  tide  water. 

Lake  St.  Clair  is  20  miles  long,  14  miles  wide 
20  feet  deep,  and  contains  360  square  miles.  It  it 
570  feet  above  tide  water. 

The  American  lakes  are  computed  to  contaiji 
1,400  cubic  miles  of  water — more  than  one-haf 
the  fresh  water  on  the  globe. 


Princeton  college.  The  commencement  ex- 
ercises of  the  college  of  New  Jersey,  at  Princeton, 
on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  of  last  week,  were 
more  than  ordinarily  interesting,  so  large  a company 
of  the  Alumni  and  friends  of  the  institution  not  hav- 
ing met  together  in  many  years. 

The  public  services  of  the  literary  societies,  on 
Tuesday  afternoon,  were  attended  by  a crowded  and 
fashionable  assembly,  and  the  fixed  attention  of  the 
audience  was  well  rewarded  by  the  anniversary  dis- 
course of  Aaron  Ogden  Dayton,  esq.  of  Washington 
city.  After  a beautiful  exordium,  giving  just  expres- 
sion to  the  natural  feelings  and  fancies  which  the  oc- 
casion is  so  well  calculated  to  inspire,  and  recurring 
to  the  responsibilities  which  are  inseparable  from  the 
opportunities  there  enjoyed,  the  orator  turned  to^the 
example  of  some  of  the  eminent  men  whose  lives 
and  services  have  illustrated  the  benefits,  and  reiect- 
ed  honor  upon  the  character  of  their  alma  mater. 

The  history  and  personal  qualities  of  Mr.  Madi- 
son, chief  justice  Kirkpatrick,  Bichard  Stockton, 
bishop  Hobart,  and  Aaron  Ogden,  the  first  five  pre- 
siuenrs  or  me  Aiumni  association,  three  of  whom 
were  Jerseymen,  were  sketched  with  a fidelity  and 
feeling  that  evinced  careful  study,  and  a just  appre- 
ciation of  the  varied  virtues  which  adorn  their  re- 
spective characters.  The  address  we  presume  and 
hope  will  be  published.  It  comprises  a series  of 
beautilu!  portraits,  some  of  which,  at  least,  are  not 
to  be  obtained  elsewhere. 

At  a meeting  of  the  Alumni  on  Wednesday  morn- 
ing the  rev.  Dr.  Green,  formerly  and  for  many  years 
president  of  the  college,  was  elected  president  of  the 
association,  in  place  of  the  late  colonel  Ogden,  and 
Mr.  N.  Biddle  was  called  to  fill  the  vice  presidency 
vacated  by  Dr.  G.  The  venerable  president,  on 
taking  the  chair,  briefly  addressed  the  association 
with  the  feeling  and  wisdom  of  a patriarch,  and  in 
terms  which  proved  that  he  retains  much  of  the  zeal 
and  energy  of  youth. 

The  senior  class  was  one  of  the  largest  wdiich  has 
graduated  at  the  institution,  being  upwards  of  70  in 
number.  The  honorary  degree  of  A.  M.  was  con- 
ferred upon  the  hon.  Henry  Goldthwaite,  of  Alaba- 
ma, the  degree  ofD.  D.  upon  rev.  JohnC.  Young, 
president  of  Centre  college,  Danville,  Kentucky, 
and  that  of  LL.  D.  upon  the  hon.  Isaac  H.  William- 
son, of  Elizabethtown,  N.  J. 

Theories  of  storms,  &c.  Mr.  Redfield,  wrnll 
known  as  a writer  on  the  subject  of  hurricanes,  has 
published  a pamphlet,  a copy  of  which  is  before  us, 
in  support  of  his  own  theory  and  in  opposition  to 
that  of  Mr.  Espy.  We  can  do  little  more  than 
state  the  chief  point  of  difference  betw'een  these  gen- 
tlemen-— which  is,  that  the  theory  of  Mr.  Redfield 
supposes  a rotary,  whirling  motion  of  the  wind  in 
the  formation  of  hurricanes  and  tornadoes,  whereas 
Mr.  Espy  contends  that  all  the  phenomena  attend- 
ing those  violent  outbreaks  of  nature,  are  caused  by 
a centripetal  motion  of  the  air.  A theory  to  be 
true  must,  of  course,  be  evolved  from  accumulated 
facts,  rightly  interpreted.  Ingenuity  and  dexterity 
in  supporting  a previously  formed  hypothesis, 
whereby  some  phenomena  are  strongly  set  forth, 
while  others  are  kept  back  or  distorted  from  their 
true  bearing,  should  have  no  place  in  the  mind  of 
the  philosopher  who  consults  nature  in  search  of 
wisdom.  The  difficulty  therefore  which  we  labor 
under  in  examining  the  statements  of  these  rival 
philosophers  of  the  clouds,  is  that  we  find  the  phe- 
nomena of  storms  set  down  differently  by  them,  and 
we  have  no  means  of  ascertaining  which  is  right,  un- 
less we  turn  metrologists  ourselves,  which  we  have 
not  time  for  at  present.  It  is  proper  to  say  of  Mr. 
Redfield  that  his  publications  on  this  subject,  to- 


gether with  those  of  col.  Reid,  who  maintains  simi- 
lar views,  have  received  honorable  notice  from  the 
British  reviews.  [Balt.  American. 

Statistics  of  Paris.  The  prefect  of  the  Seine 
delivered  a few  days  since  to  the  commercial  nota- 
bles of  Paris  his  usual  annual  address  on  the  com- 
mercial condition  of  the  capital  for  1838.  It  appears 
that  at  the  end  of  last  year  there  were  67,759  licens- 
ed traders,  and  the  number  of  commercial  notables 
was  920.  In  1831,  the  licensed  traders  were  44,746, 
and  the  commercial  notables  784.  At  the  end  of 
1838  out  of  28,248,000  fr.  the  amount  of  the  four 
direct  taxes  for  the  year,  26,989,000  fr.  were  paid 
up.  The  consumption  of  Paris  had  increased  dur- 
ing 1838,  and  the  produce  of  the  entrance  duties 
was  higher  than  since  the  revolution  of  July,  being 
31,862,000  fr.  or  upwards  of  1,000,000  fr.  more  than 
in  1837.  New  erections  had  continued  to  increase; 
and  during  the  year  2,519  permissions  for  building 
were  granted,  of  which  403  were  for  entirely  new 
houses  and  premises.  The  exportations  declared  at 
the  custom  house  of  Paris  amounted  in  1838  to 
99,128,144  francs,  of  which  63,620,775  fr.  were  for 
ordinary  exports,  and  39,113,010  francs  for  exports 
entitled  to  premiums.  The  entire  exports  in  1837 
were  5,052,964  fr.  less  than  in  1S38.  Last  year 
upwards  of  35,000  children,  and  more  than  6,000 
adults,  were  admitted  into  the  primary  schools  of 
Paris,  and  for  which  they  paid  800,000  fr.  as  fees.  In 
the  present  year,  1839,  the  number  of  pupils  in  the 
primary  schools  exceeds  those  in  1833  by  17,000. 


MARYLAND  ELECTIONS. 

FIRST  CONGRESSIONAL  DISTRICT. 


Administration. 

Whit 

J.  A.  Stewart. 

J.  Dennis. 

W.  Donaho. 

Dorchester,  963 

1,112 

3 

Somerset,  963 

1,001 

27 

Worcester,  875 

1,077 

6 

2,801 

3,190 

36 

Dennis’  maj.  over  Stewart 

389 

36 

Whig  majority  in  the  district,  425 


SECOND  DISTRICT. 

Administration . 

Whig. 

p. 

F.  THomas. 

J.  A . Pcrcc. 

Cecil, 

1,333 

1,144 

Kent, 

475 

615 

Queen  Anne’s, 

716 

643 

Carolina, 

607 

583 

Talbot, 

705 

663 

3,836 

3,64S 

3,648 

Adm.  majority, 

188 

THIRD  DISTRICT. 

Administration. 

Independent. 

J.  T.  H.  Worthington. 

James  Turner. 

Harford, 

1,236 

938 

Baltimore, 

1,983 

1,017 

Carroll, 

705 

421 

3,934 

2,376 

2,376 

Adm.  majority, 

1,548 

FOURTH  (A  DOUBLE; 

Administration. 
Carroll. 


Whis 


Baltimore  city, 
Anne  Arundel, 
Annapolis, 


6,608 

1,254 

156 

8,018 


Hillen. 

Kennedy. 

Pitts. 

6,598 

6,218 

6,183 

1,256 

1,274 

1,289 

159 

150 

154 

8,013 

7,642 

7,631 

majority 

in  the  district,  379. 

Montgomery, 

Frederick, 

Carroll, 


FIFTH  DISTRICT. 
Administration. 
Washington  Duvall. 


699 

1,167 

669 

2,535 


Whig  majority, 

SIXTH  DISTRICT. 
Administration. 

F.  Thomas. 
Frederick,  (part), 

Washington, 

Allegany, 


1,297 

2,045 

9S9 


4,331 

3,766 

Adm.  majority,  565 


Whig. 

W.  C.  Johnson. 
712 
1,592 
830 

3,125 

2,535 

590 

Whig. 

W.  Price. 
908 
1,927 
931 

3,766 
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SEVENTH  DISTRICT, 


Administration. 

Whig. 

Key. 

Jenifer. 

Prince  George,  696 

780 

St.  Mary’s,  542 

64S 

Calvert,  357 

434 

Charles,  500 

770 

2,095 

2,632 

2,095 

Whig  majority, 

537 

RECAPITULATION-. 

Majorities. 

Districts. 

Adm.  Whig. 

1st,  John  Dennis,  (re-elected), 

425 

2d,  P.  F.  Thomas,  (over  Pearce), 

183 

3d,  J.  T.  H. Worthington, (re-elected) 

1,548 

4tb,  James  Carroll,  j vice  Kennedy  ) 

Q7  Q 

Sol.  Hillen,  jr.  5 and  Howard,  5 

O I J 

5th,  Wm.  C.  Johnson,  (re-elected), 

590 

6th,  Francis  Thomas,  (re-elected). 

565 

7lh,  Daniel  Jenifer,  (re-elected), 

537 

2,675  1,552 

1,552 

Aggregate  administration  majority, 

1,123 

This  assumes  that  the  vote  given  to  Mr.  Turner, 
an  independent  administration  candidate  who  op- 
posed the  re-election  of  Mr.  Worthington  it  the 
3d  district,  was  the  whigvote  of  the  district — vVhich 
was  not  the  fact  however.  A considerable  portion 
of  those  that  voted  for  Mr.  Turner  were  adminis- 
tration men,  whilst  on  the  contrary  there  being  no 
whig  candidate,  many  of  that  party  did  not  vote  for 
Mr.  T. 

DELEGATES  TO  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY". 

Those  noted  with  an  asterisk  (*)  are  elected. 

ALLEGANY  COUNTY. 

Administration.  Whig. 

Berry,*  1,091  Newman,*  940 

Price,*  907  Armstrong  838 

Buchanan,  920  Smith,  811 

Average  administration  majority  131. 

Mr.  Thomas,  (ad.)  majority  over  Mr.  Price  (w.) 
in  this  county  for  congress  was  58. 

ANNAPOLIS  CITY. 

Administration.  Whig. 

Robert  Welch*  ofB.  164  | Dr.  Win.  Brewer,  146 
Administration  majority  18. 

ANNE  ARUNDEL  COUNTY. 

Administration.  Whig. 


Owens,*  1,259  I Ridgely,*  1,275 

Hammond,*  1,262  | Estep,*  1,261 

Merriken,  1,254  I Burgess,  1,252 

Moore,  1,244  | Tyler,  1,246 


Two  administration  and  two  whigs — average 
whig  majority  4 votes. 

Five  administration  and  two  whig  county  com- 
missioners elected  in  this  county. 

For  sheriff — John  S.  Selby  (whig)  elected. 

BALTIMORE  CITY. 


Administration. 

Whig. 

Giles,* 

6,629 

Steele, 

6,176 

Graves,* 

6,602 

Rusk, 

6,149 

Seidenstricker 

* 6,584 

Wallis, 

6,165 

Gallagher,* 

6,581 

Littig, 

6,184 

Legrand,* 

6,610 

Collins, 

6,216 

Average  administration 

majority  423. 

BALTIMORE  COUNTY. 

Administration. 

Independent. 

Poulin  ey. 

1.911  1 

Hook,* 

1,8.31 

Welsh,* 

1,831 

Ware, 

1,348 

Risteau,* 

1,793 

Stan3bury,* 

1,754 

Holmes, 

1,724 

Commissioners. — Hutchins,  2,295 — OfTutt,  1,701 

Taylor,  1,648— Jackson,  (ind.)  825. 

Sheriff  of  Baltimore  city  and  county. 

Ball.*  Bouidin.  Tracy. 

City,  7,830  2,893  4,956 

County,  2,547  320  712 

10,377  3,213  5,668 

CARROLL  COUNTY. 


Administration. 

Whig. 

Crabb,* 

1,413 

Hook,* 

1,343 

Parke,* 

1,413 

Independent. 

Bramwell,* 

1,406 

McCollum, 

1,340 

Ponder, 

1,336 

Bixler, 

1,020 

Crawford, 

967 

Three  administration  and  one  whiff  elected. 

CALVERT 

COUNTY. 

Admin  istralion . 

Whig. 

Allnutt.t 

398 

Stephens, f 

398 

Wilson, 

362 

Dalrymple,* 

427 

Whittington, 

317 

Hellen,* 

425 

fTied. 


For  Sheriff. — Ireland,  (adm.)  455;  Dixon  (whig) 
350. 

CAROLINE  COUNTY. 


Administration.  Whig. 


Keene, 

593 

Potter,* 

603 

Sangston,* 

607 

Hardcaslle, 

591 

Thawley,* 

601 

Davis, 

550 

CECIL  COUNTY. 

Administration. 

Whig. 

Heckart,* 

1,333 

Fisher, 

1,144 

Foard,* 

1,290 

Yarncll, 

1,125 

Cameron,* 

1,305 

McCauley, 

1,139 

Sheriff.— 

-McCauley,*  1,291;  Russell,  1,131. 

CHARLES  COUNTY. 

Administration. 

Whig. 

Diggs, 

oo  » 

Swann, 

572 

Matthews,* 

752 

94 

Bewling,* 

686 

Bruce,* 

655 

Brawner, 

229 

For  Sheriff. — Lancaster 

(adm.)  588;  Wheeler, 

(whig.)  666. 


DORCHESTER  COUNTY. 

Administration.  Whig. 


Bell, 

946 

Frazier,* 

1,132 

Smith, 

939 

Tall,* 

1,125 

Rowans, 

935 

Phelps,* 

1,114 

Shenton, 

908 

Wilson,* 

1,112 

Average  whig  majority  189. 

For  Sheriff. — Hodson,  (whig)  1,121;  Dail,  (ad.) 
956;  Wolford,  (indep.)  178. 

The  primary  school  law  sustained  by  a majority 
of  1,344  votes. 


FREDERICK 

Administration 
McPherson,*  2,578 

COUNTY. 

Whig. 

Brengle, 

2,384 

Quinn,* 

2,559 

O.  Thomas, 

2,369 

Eiser,* 

2,544 

T.  Thomas, 

2,358 

Firor,* 

3,536 

Kemp, 

2,340 

Simmons,* 

2,478 

Warfield, 

2,337 

For  Sheriff. — Houck,*  2,908;  Campbell,  2,145; 
Beckenbaugh,  548;  Rice,  508. 

For  levy  court. — Messrs.  Boone,  Tallenger  and 
Ramsburg,  (adm.)  elected  for  the  first  levy  court 
district.  Messrs.  Duvall,  Russell,  Dudderar  and 
O’Neill,  (Whigs)  forthesecond  district,  and  Messrs. 
Annon,  (whig;  Curtis  and  McKeehan,  (adm.)  in 
the  third  district.  Five  adm.  and  five  whigs  in  the 
board. 


HARFORD  COUNTY. 

Administration.  Whig. 


Sutton,* 

1,341 

Billingslea, 

1,055 

Hope,* 

1,290 

Gough, 

939 

Williams,* 

1,236 

Whiteford, 

1,008 

Polk,* 

1,188 

Michael, 

857 

Average  administration  majority  324. 

Sheriff. — Kean,  (adm.)  1,395— Wann,  (whig) 
892. 

For  commissioner. — Courtney,  (ad.)  6S2;  Mitchell 
(whig)  627. 

KENT  COUNTY. 

Administration.  Whig. 

Hunt,  483  Constable,*  620 

Sappington,  476  Jones,*  605 

Beck,  470  Welch,*  605 

Average  whig  majority  134. 

For  Sheriff. — John  Uselton,  (whig)  603;  Richard 
Maffelt,  (adm.)  474. 

For  levy  court. — Wm.  Shaw,  469;  Francis  Lamb, 
469;  John  W.  Walker,  510;  John  Kelly,  470;  Colin 
Ferguson,  469;  (adm.) — John  E.  Ca'cy,  619;  Jo- 
seph Moffett,  607;  Thomas  Lusby,  613;  Thomas 
Miller,  576;  Wm.  R,  Durding,  611);  (whig). 

MONTGOMERY  COUNTY. 


Administration.  Whig. 


Waters,* 

860 

Gaither,* 

8S6 

Dade,* 

793 

England,* 

779 

Worthington, 

702 

Kilgour, 

704 

Stewart, 

655 

Patterson. 

594 

Two  administration  and  two  whigs  elected. 

For  sheriff — Lilly 

,*  835 

Candler,  399; 

Vinson, 

823. 

PRINCE 

GEORGE  S COUNTY. 

Administration. 

Whig. 

Bowie, 

740 

| Sprigg,* 

774 

Brooke, 

713 

| Tuck,* 

771 

Carroll, 

692 

Macubin*, 

756 

Robinson, 

674 

Bowie,* 

751 

QUEEN 

anne’ 

S COUNTY. 

Administration . 

Whig. 

Temples,* 

703 

Wright, 

638 

Wilmer,* 

717 

Betts, 

634 

Spencer,* 

727 

Winchester, 

597 

saint  Mary’s  county. 

No  returns  are  yet  received  of  the  voles  for  dele- 
gates. 

William  Coad,  esq.  Dr.  F.  Shaw  and  James  T. 
Blakiston,  esq.  are  elected,  and  it  is  believed,  with- 
out opposition. 


SOMERSET 

COUNTY. 

Administration. 

Whig. 

Long,* 

1,014 

I Cottman,* 

1 ,033 

Humphreys,* 

993 

| Winder,* 

1,016 

Taylor, 

975 

1 Handy, 

965 

Teackle. 

882 

Jones, 

928 

For  sheriff- 

—John  W.  Bowland,  (w.)  1,008 

John 

B.  Slemons,  977. 

TALBOT  COUNTY. 

Administration. 

. Whig. 

Martin,* 

706 

Hughlet, 

660 

Lloyd,* 

712 

Hopkins, 

643 

Colston,* 

700 

Kemp, 

666 

For  sheriff- 

-Scott,  (adm.)  703;  Harris  (w.)  663 

WASHINGTON  COUNTY. 

Administration. 

Independent. 

Mason,* 

2,341  1 

O’Neal, 

1,681 

Newcomer,* 

2,277  | 

Schnebly, 

1,693 

Byer,* 

2,149  1 

Cushwa, 

1,665 

Keppler,* 

2,048 

Sheriff — Carr,  1,892;  Boward,  1,391;  Keller, 
1,441;  Wilson,  S84;  Lappan,  490. 


WORCESTER  COUNTY. 

Independent.  Whig. 

Forman,  757  Bravard,*  1,193 

Roach,  580  Selby,*  1,103 

Spence,*  1,075 

Hearn,*  1,055 

The  8th  district  not  heard  from. 

Sheriff — Mr.  Marshal  is  elected,  there  being  no 
opposition. 


recapitulation. 

Counties.  Administration.  Whig. 

Allegany,  2 1 

Anne  Arundel,  2 2 

City  of  Annapolis,  1 0 

Baltimore  county,  5 0 

Baltimore  city,  5 0 

Calvert,  a tie,  2 

Carroll,  3 1 

Caroline,  2 1 

Cecil,  3 0 

Charles,  0 3 

Frederick,  5 0 

Dorchester,  0 4 

Harfoid,  4 0 

Kent,  o 3 

Montgomery,  2 2 

Prince  George’s  O 4 

Queen  Ann'3,  3 0 

St.  Mary’s,  0 3 

Somerset,  2 2 

Talbot,  3 0 

Washington,  4 0 

Worcester,  0 4 

46  32 


FROM  CANTON. 

From  the  New  York  American. 
Important  intelligence.  The  arrival  of  (he 
Canada,  capt.  Hicks,  brings  us  intelligence  from 
Canton  as  late  as  the  14th  of  May — a week  later 
than  the  last  accounts.  Since  former  advices,  the 
crisis  in  the  affairs  of  the  foreign  residents  had  ar- 
rived. The  authorities  had  issued  an  edict,  grant- 
ing permission  to  strangers  to  depart,  and  perempto- 
rily requiring  a number — including  the  sixteen  who 
were  proscribed  in  a lorrner  edict — to  leave  the 
country  in  a limited  time.  The  Chinese  evidently 
anticipate  warlike  resistance  to  their  demands,  and 
are  active  ir.  the  repair  of  fortifications,  and  in  the 
construction  of  a new  fort  at  the  Bocca  Tigris. 
They  have  also  begun  to  build  a wall  close  to  the 
foreign  factories,  leaving  a very  narrow  space  be- 
tween it  and  the  houses.  The  John  Adams  and  the 
Columbia  were  at  Macao.  Permission  had  been 
given  to  foreigners  to  load  their  ships,  but  it  is  also 
stated  in  a Canton  paper,  that — 

“None  are  allowed  to  go  into  the  Hongs,  or  pack- 
houses  of  the  Hong  merchants,  to  look  at  (he  quali- 
ty of  the  teas  he  has  contracted  for,  and  which  are 
about  to  be  shipped  otr  for  him;  the  Hong  mer- 
chants alfinn  that  one  may  send  one’s  servants  to  re- 
ceive the  teas,  but  the  fact  is,  that  every  catty  of 
tea  now  shipped,  the  exporter  has  no  control  over 
whatever;  and  he  must  trust,  for  what  he  sendg 
away,  the  respectability  of  the  Hong  merchants, 
which  we,  fiorn  our  own  experience,  as  not  having 
dealt  with  them,  have  had  no  opportunity  of  mea- 
suring, but  which,  some  of  our  commercial  friends 
assure  us,  is  far  from  being  undoubted.” 

The  Price  Current  of  the  14th  says:  “Owing  to 
the  peculiar  position  of  the  foreign  residents  at  Can- 
ton, the  tea  market  has  been  in  some  activity  dur- 
ing the  last  week,  and  business  to  a considerable 
extent  has  been  done  in  Congos  and  Twarikays,  the 
former  at  taels  21  a 22,  the  latter  at  taels  21  a 24.” 
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The  whole  amount  of  teas  exported  to  the  United 
States  in  the  season  of  1838-39,  is, 

Black  teas,  11, I'd  peculs,  20,709  chests. 
Green,  do.  52,949  do.  79,707  do. 


Total,  64,710  100,416 

Mr.  Elliott,  the  British  superintendent,  has  issued 
the  following: 

Public  notice  to  British  subjects. 

The  chief  superintendent  yesterday  received  an 
edict,  of  which  the  annexed  is  a copy,  to  the  joint 
address  of  the  consul  of  the  king  of  Holland,  the 
consul  of  the  United  States,  and  himself. 

By  this  law  the  ships  and  crews  of  all  nations, 
henceforward  arriving  in  China,  are  liable  to  the  pe- 
nalties, the  first  of  confiscation,  and  the  last,  of 
death,  upon  the  determination  of  this  government 
that  they  have  introduced  opium. 

The  danger  of  confiding  to  this  government,  the 
administration  of  any  judicial  process  concerning 
foreigners  can  scarcely  be  more  strikingly  manifest- 
ed than  in  the  list  of  names  lately  proscribed  by  the 
high  commissioner.  Evidence  that  has  been  good 
to  satisfy  his  excellency  that  these  sixteen  persons 
are  principal  parties  concerned  in  introducing  opi- 
um, and  therefore  to  justify  their  detention  as  hos- 
tages, would,  of  course,  be  equally  good  for  other 
conviction  of  the  like  nature. 

It  may  be  taken  to  be  certain,  however,  that  the 
list  contains  the  names  of  persons  who  have  never 
been  engaged  in  such  pursuits,  or,  let  it  be  added,  in 
any  other  contraband  practice. 

In  investigation  upon  such  subjects,  the  Chinese 
authorities  would  probably  be  guiltless  of  any  deli- 
berate intention  to  commit  acts  of  judicial  spoliation 
and  murder.  But  it  is  plain  that  in  the  present 
state  of  the  intercourse  there  would  be  excessive 
risk  of  such  consequences,  and  therefore  the  pre- 
sent law  is  incompatible  with  safe  or  honorable  con- 
tinuance at  Canton,  if  nothing  else  had  happened  to 
establish  the  same  conclusion. 

It  places,  in  point  of  fact,  the  lives,  liberty  and 
property,  of  the  whole  foreign  community  here,  at 
the  mercy  of  any  reckless  loreigners  outside,  and 
more  immediately  at  the  disposal  of  the  Hong  mer- 
chants, Linguists,  Compradores  and  their  retainers. 

The  chief  superintendent  by  no  means  ascribes 
general  wickedness  to  those  parties,  but  that  their 
situation  and  liabilities  make  them  very  unsafe  re- 
porters, and  yet  it  is  mainly  upon  their  reports  that 
the  judgment  of  the  government  will  be  taken. 

It  will  be  particularly  observed  that  peioons  re- 
maining are  understood  by  the  government  to  assent 
to  the  reasonableness  of  the  law. 

CHARLES  ELLIOT,  chief  superintendent 
of  the  trade  of  British  subjects  in  China. 

Canton,  11th  May,  1839. 

The  edict  giving  permission  to  foreigners  to  de 
part,  is  in  these  words: 

From  the  Kwangchow  Foo,  communicating  the 
orders  of  the  commissioner,  governor  and  lieutenant 
governor,  regarding  the  punishment  of  foreigners 
lor  dealing  in  opium. 

Choo,  by  special  appointment,  prefect  of  Kwang- 
chow Foo,  issues  commands  to  the  English  superin- 
tendent, Elliot;  the  American  superintending  offi- 
cer, Snow;  and  the  Dutch  superintending  officer, 
Van  Basel,  for  their  full  information. 

He  has  now  received  from  Lin,  the  high  imperial 
commissioner,  &c.  Tang,  governor  of  the  two 
Kwang,  and  E,  the  lieutenant  governor  of  Kvvang- 
tung,  the  following  orders: 

“It  appears  that  the  English  superintendent,  Elliot; 
the  American  superintending  officer,  Snow;  and 
the  Dutch  superintending  officer,  Van  Basel,  have 
presented  addresses,  requesting  that  they  all  should 
return  home  at  the  head  of  the  people  and  the  ves- 
sels of  their  several  nations. 

“These  addresses  coming  before  us,  the  commis- 
sioner and  the  governor,  and  being  duly  authenticat- 
ed, we  reply: 

“China  has  indeed  no  need  of  commercial  inter- 
course with  outer  barbarians.  But  because  you 
have  come  from  far  over  the  seas,  it  cannot  bear  to 
push  you  utterly  away;  you  have  enjoyed  the  over- 
shadowing, the  comprehensive  and  deep  benevolence 
of  the  great  emperor,  who  has  given  sanction  to  the 
trade  with  Kwangtung.  You  who  have  come  to  the 
territory  of  the  celestial  empire,  have  not  only  eat 
of  herbage  and  trod  the  soil  equally  with  the  people 
of  the  land,  but  have  also  by  your  buying  and  selling 
acquired  very  rich  advantages.  It  is  naturally  your 
duty  to  rest  in  your  stations,  observing  the  law's. 
But  for  ten  years  past,  you  have,  on  the  contrary, 
employed  a thing  hurtful  to  men,  as  a means  of  gain- 
ing and  possessing  yourselves  of  the  people’s 
wealth. 

“The  great  emperor,  anxiously  regardful  of  the 
general  well-being  has  declared  his  pleasure  that  this 
should  be  severely  prohibited.  And  if  the  laws  be 
not  plainly  declared,  how  shall  the  future  ingress  be 


put  a stop  to?  While  now,  all  your  superintendents 
and  consuls  aforesaid  are  aware  that  the  prohibitory 
enactments  of  the  celestial  court  may  not  be  oppos- 
ed, you  are  yet  anxious  in  regard  to  points  of  diffi- 
culty as  relate  to  your  own  countries,  and  request 
that,  at  the  head  of  the  people  and  vessels  of  your 
several  countries,  you  may  all  together  take  your 
departure  to  return  home. 

“Those  of  the  foreigners  whose  names  are  promi- 
nent as  having  been  habitual  sellers  of  opium,  have 
already  ere  this  been  ordered  away.  But  besides, 
Jardine  and  others,  who  have  gone  away  back  to 
their  countries,  there  yet  remain  many  lingering  be- 
hind. If  indeed  all  leave  China  forever,  there  will 
of  course  no  opium  gain  entrance  into  the  inner 
land,  and  this  evil  may  be  removed. 

“After  then  the  full  completion  of  the  present  de-l 
liveries,  let  it  be  even  as  requested.  It  shall  be  left 
to  you  entirely  to  return  to  your  countries.  Only 
you  will  riot  be  allowed  to  make  pretexts  forprocras- 
tinating  and  delaying.  And  after  you  have  thus  re- 
turned, you  will  not  be  allowed  to  come  again.  Let 
there  be  no  turning  backwards  and  forwards,  no  iii- 
constancy,  w'hereby  investigation  and  proceedings 
thereon  will  be  involved. 

“Having  reference  to  the  great  numbers  of  thb 
foreigners  of  various  nations,  and  the  openness  of 
communication  by  sea  in  every  part,  and  consider- 
ing that  the  law's  and  enactments  of  the  celestial 
court  are  extremely  strict,  it  is  still  requisite  that 
the  punishment  attaching  to  the  prohibition  against 
the  importation  of  opium  should  be  plainly  proclaim- 
ed. All  you  foreigners  of  every  nation — should 
you  not  come  hither,  there  the  matter  rests;  but 
should  you  come  to  the  territory  of  the  celestial 
court,  be  you  people  of  any  country  whatsoever,  so 
often  as  opium  is  brought,  in  all  cases,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  new  law,  the  parties  shall  be  capitally 
executed,  and  the  property  entirely  confiscated. — 
Say  not  that  it  was  not  told  beforehand! 

“We  proceed  to  issue  these  orders,  commanding 
the  prefect  immediately  to  enjoin  the  orders  on  the 
original  Hong  merchants,  and  on  the  several  senior 
and  other  Hong  merchants,  that  they  may  plainly 
enjoin  the  same  on  the  several  superintending  offi- 
cers aforesaid,  that  they  having  knowledge  thereof, 
may  offer  no  opposition.” 

This  having  been  received  by  the  prefect,  he  pro- 
ceeds to  issue  these  commands;  when  these  reach 
the  said  superintending  officers,  let  them  having 
knowledge  thereof,  offer  no  opposition.  A special 
command. 

[L.  S.J  (8th  May,  1839,) 

(True  translation.) 

J.  ROBT.  MORRISON, 
Chinese  secretary  and  interpreter. 

INVITATION  TO  MR.  CLAY. 

The  committee  which  was  lately  deputed,  by  a 
large  convention  of  the  citizens  of  Tennessee  as- 
sembled at  Nashville,  to  proceed  to  Ashland  and 
invite  Mr.  Clay  to  visit  Nashville,  performed  (hat 
duty  by  repairing  to  Lexington  and  addressing  to 
him  the  following  note: 

Phenix  hotel,  Lexington,  September  21,  1839. 

Sm:  The  undersigned,  representing  a large  con- 
vention of  your  fellow  citizens  of  Tennessee,  as- 
sembled in  the  city  of  Nashville  on  the  9th  instant, 
reached  this  place  iast  evening,  and,  in  discharge  of 
an  agreeable  duty,  have  now  the  honor  to  enclose 
you  the  accompanying  record  of  the  proceedings, 
under  the  instructions  of  which  they  have  been 
delegated  to  act. 

Considering  the  point  whence  the  expression  ema- 
nates, the  undersigned  can  readily  imagine  the 
emotions  which  this  spontaneous  effusion  of  public 
confidence  must  excite  in  your  breast;  and  they  can 
faithfully  enhance  the  value  of  the  attribute  by 
bearing  witness  to  its  sincerity.  It  is,  sir,  the  so- 
ber second  verdict  of  honest  men,  rendered  upon  a 
patient  reconsideration  of  all  the  testimony,  and 
will  serve  to  strengthen  the  reliance  of  a suffering 
patriot  upon  the  slow  but  certain  verdict  of  the  real 
people. 

The  undersigned  would  but  half  acquit  their  task 
if  they  did  not  testify  to  the  character  and  numbers 
of  their  constituents,  and  to  the  zeal  and  unanimity 
with  which  the  distinguished  compliments  they 
bear  you  were  adopted.  The  public  feeling  that 
gave  them  birth  is  not  limited  to  Nashville  and  its 
vicinity,  nor  to  any  chosen  body  of  your  fellow 
citizens  of  Tennessee.  It  pervades  the  community 
every  where,  and  the  particular  objects  of  this  com- 
munication were  originally  favored  and  principally 
brought  about  by  that  great  and  disinterested  di- 
vision of  society  who  have  no  views  upon  office, 
and  look  alone  to  the  success  of  principle  and  the 
general  good  of  the  country.  This  last  considera- 
tion must  suggest  persuasions  you  would  not  wil- 
lingly slight  or  disregard,  and  cannot  be  without  its 
favorable  influence  over  the  answer  you  may  be 


pleased  to  charge  the  undersigned  with  on  their  re- 
turn to  their  constituents. 

The  undersigned  will  not  disguise  their  individu- 
al satisfaction  that  they  have  been  charged  with  this  „ 
agreeable  duty;  nor  can  they  withhold  the  expres- 
sion of  their  earnest  expectations  upon  the  results 
of  their  mission.  Tendering  the  assurance  of  their 
profound  personal  respect  and  political  confidence, 
they  have  the  honor  to  subscribe  themselves  your 
obedient  friends,  BOYD  McNAIRY, 

S.  V.  D.  STOUT, 

B.  S.  WELLER, 

J.  A.  BATTLE, 

J.  J.  HINTON, 

W.  H.  HORN, 

J.  P.  W.  BROWN, 

W.  F.  TANNEHILL, 

C.  C.  NORYELL. 

To  which  Mr.  Clay  returned  the  following  re- 
ply: 

Jlshland,  September  23,  1839. 

Gentlemen:  In  acknowledging  the  receipt  of 
the  note  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  address  to 
me  the  21st  instant,  transmitting  a copy  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  a large  meeting  of  my  fellow  citizens 
of  Tennessee,  assembled  at  Nashville  on  the  9th 
instant,  tendering  the  hospitalities  of  that  city,  and 
inviting  me  to  visit  Tennessee  this  fall,  I assure 
you,  with  the  most  perfect  truth  and  sincerity,  that 
I have  never  received  a similar  compliment  with 
more  heartfelt  satisfaction.  Considering  the  place 
whence  this  gratifying  testimony  proceeds,  the 
high  character  of  those  who  have  concurred  in  ren- 
dering it,  and  the  distinguished  manner  in  which 
it  has  been  borne  to  me  by  personal  and  political 
friends,  it  demands  the  expression  of  my  profound 
and  grateful  acknowledgments.  It  occasions  me 
painful  and  inexpressible  regret  not  to  be  able  at 
once  and  without  hesitation  to  accept  an  invitation 
which  has  come  to  me  under  such  flattering  and 
friendly  auspices.  But  I have  just  terminated  a 
long  and  arduous  journey,  and  my  health  is  not 
good,  as  you  must  yourselves  have  perceived.  My 
private  affairs,  too,  and  the  preparations  for  another 
journey  which  I must  shortly  undertake  to  Wash- 
ington, require  the  constant  application  of  all  my 
attention  during  the  intermediate  time.  Under 
these  circumstances,  I cannot  venture  to  make  a 
positive  engagement  to  visit  Tennessee  the  present 
autumn.  All,  upon  that  subject,  that  I dare  pro- 
mise is,  that  if,  contrary  to  my  expectations,  I 
should  be  able  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements 
for  my  journey  to  Washington,  and  I should  find 
my  health  sufficiently  re-established,  I will,  with 
the  greatest  pleasure  visit  Tennessee  prior  to  the 
approaching  session  of  congress.  But,  if  I should 
not  be  able  to  do  so,  I will  certainly,  if  my  life  and 
health  are  spared,  after  my  return  for  congress, 
avail  myself  of  that  opportunity  of  making  your 
state  a visit. 

I request,  gentlemen,  that  you  will  convey  to 
my  fellow  citizens  of  Tennessee  whom  you  repre- 
sent, my  deep  sense  of  the  kind  expression  with 
which  they  have  been  pleased  to  honor  me.  No- 
where, during  a long  public  career,  have  I been 
more  misunderstood  or  misrepresented  than  in  your 
state.  From  no  state  therefore  could  such  healing 
language  come  to  me  with  more  sincere  satisfac- 
tion. I am  truly  thankful  for  being  permitted  to 
live  down  the  calumnies  of  which  there  and  else- 
where 1 have  been  the  object.  And  it  should  be 
encouraging  and  consoling  to  public  men,  who 
strive  honestly  and  faithfully  to  serve  their  country, 
that  if  a wrong  verdict  is  sometimes  precipitately 
rendered  with  erroneous  views,  and  under  the  ope- 
ration of  passion  or  prejudice,  public  justice  is 
finally  administered  with  absolute  certainty. 

I hope,  gentlemen,  that  you  will  assist  me  in 
making  acceptable  the  reasons  which  constrain  me 
to  forego  the  pleasure  of  an  immediate  acceptance 
cf  the  invitation  which  you  have  had  the  goodness 
to  deliver.  And  I cannot  conclude  without  tender- 
ing to  you,  collectively  and  individually,  my  respect- 
ful thanks  and  my  great  obligations  for  the  kind 
and  friendly  manner  in  which  you  have  executed  a 
commission  involving  necessarily  much  personal 
inconvenience.  I add,  also,  assurances  of  the  cor- 
dial esteem  and  regard  with  which  I am,  your 
friend  and  obedient  servant,  II.  CLAY. 

To  Messrs.  Boyd  McNairy,  B.  S.  Weller,  iyc.  §c. 


EXTENSIVE  CONFLAGRATIONS. 

From  the  Philadelphia  Public  Ledger. 

One  of  the  most  disastrous  conflagrations  that 
ever  occurred  in  Philadelphia,  broke  out  about  half 
past  ten  o’clock  on  Friday  night  last,  and  raged  with 
unmitigated  fury  until  day  light,  in  despite  of  the 
unceasing  exertions  of  the  firemen.  The  fire  com- 
menced in  the  extensive  four  storied  store.  No.  14 
South  wharves,  which  extends  through  and  includes 
No.  19  south  Water  street.  This  store  was  oceupi- 
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ed  by  Messrs.  David  VV.  Prescott  and  VVm.  J.  Stroup 
as  a wholesale  fish  and  provision  store.  The  fire 
had  got  great  headway  when  it  was  first  discovered, 
the  whole  interior  of  the  first  and  second  stories 
through  into  Water  street  being  in  flames.  The 
alarm  having  been  given,  some  of  the  fire  apparatus 
were  on  the  spot  in  an  incredible  short  space  of 
time  after,  but  the  flamesspread  and  communicated 
to  the  adjoining  store,  No.  15  Water  street,  which 
stood  at  the  corner  of  an  alley,  and  was  occupied 
as  a grocery  by  C.  Cheeseborough,  and  swept 
through  with  a rapidity  that  threatened  to  destroy 
all  the  houses  to  Front  and  Chesnut  street.  A 
strong  wind  was  blowing  from  the  north  east  in 
that  direction.  The  heat  had  by  this  time  become 
intense,  the  fire  having  communicated  to  some  oil 
in  one  of  the  stores,  the  flames  leaped  across  the 
street  and  caught  to  the  house  on  the  western  side 
of  Water  street.  The  houses  on  each  side  of  the 
large  five  storied  fire  proof  store  of  Cheeny  Hick- 
man began  to  burn,  and  were  soon,  in  spite  of  every 
effort  to  save  them,  in  a complete  blaze.  The  store 
of  Mr.  Hickman  stood  throughout,  having  received 
but  little  injury. 

The  houses  consumed  to  the  north  of  this  were  3 
three  storied  bricks,  one  occupied  as  a tavern  by 
Felix  O’Learv,  and  another  by  James  Davis,  sus- 
pender maker,  and  the  other  by  Mifflin,  dry  goods 
store.  Next  to  Hickman’s  store  came  No.  41, 
Thompson  and  Co.’s  tea  warehouse,  which  stood 
the  fire  for  a long  time,  but  finally  yielded,  followed 
by  Lahey’s  tavern,  Edgar’s  tavern,  a tobacconist 
establishment,  kept  by  John  Loyd,  a three  stoiy 
brick  next  door,  when  the  flames  reached  C.  Bunt- 
ing’s store,  which  being  fire  proof,  was  saved,  though 
several  times  on  fire.  The  part  fronting  on  Water 
street  was  occupied  by  Gaskil  and  Barnes,  tailors. 
Opposite,  on  the  west  side  of  Front  street,  the 
large  store  next  to  Richards  and  Bispham’s  had  the 
roof  destroyed,  and  the  belief  was  that  the  whole  of 
the  row  to  the  corner  would  go,  but  carpets  and 
blankets  were  laid  upon  the  roof  and  kept  saturated 
with  water,  which  saved  them.  In  the  meantime 
the  fire  had  continued  down  the  stores  along  the 
south  wharves,  and  the  eastern  side  of  Water  street 
to  Chesnut. 

The  Fulton  hotel,  C.  King  and  Co.’s  store,  No. 
19,  George  Neale’s  tavern,  Adam  Hinckle’s  chan- 
dlery, Newbold  and  Haverstick’s  counting  house, 
in  the  second  story;  Shober  and  Bunting’s  store, 
and  Smith  and  Johnson’s  warehouse,  at  the  corner 
of  Chesnut  street  and  the  wharf,  formerly  used  by 
the  Baltimore  steamboat  company;  the  warehouses 
of  H.  and  W.  White,  and  John  Harding,  jr.  above 
the  hotel  on  Water  street.  The  walls  of  the  build- 
ings along  Chesnut  street  fell  with  a tremendous 
crash,  and  it  is  reported  that  five  or  six  persons  were 
injured,  or  killed.  We  sincerely  hope,  however, 
that  this  rumor  may  prove  untrue. 

There  were  two  individuals  standing  on  the  roof 
of  a store  on  the  wharf  to  the  north  of  this,  where 
there  was  a loud  crash  of  falling  walls  and  one  rushed 
with  wild  disorder  to  the  edge  of  the  building.  The 
cry  was  immediately  that  one  had  fallen  beneath 
the  ruins  and  a thrill  of  horror  ran  through  the  spec- 
tators. A ladder  was  placed  against  the  building 
and  presently  we  saw  an  individual  lowered  out 
with  a rope  which  was  tied  under  his  arms;  whether 
he  was  the  one  supposed  to  be  lost,  we  could  not 
ascertain.  At  the  period  of  the  falling  of  the  wall 
on  the  north  side  of  Chesnut  street,  the  fire  had  at- 
tained a height  that  defied  all  efforts  to  subdue  it. — 
It  seemed  to  run  across  the  pavements,  and  flare  up 
the  sides  of  the  houses  on  the  south  side.  The 
steamboat  hotel,  a two  story  building  occupied  by 
Mr.  O’Connor  caught  and  was  soon  consumed;  Al- 
len’s clothing  store  on  the  opposite  side  of  Water 
street  followed;  next  the  building  at  the  southeast 
corner  of  Front  and  Chesnut,  then  down  Front  and 
Water  street,  the  destruction  continued  until  it 
reached  Mr.  Mcllvain's  wine  store 

Great  fears  were  entertained  lest  it  would  take  in 
the  whole  block.  The  shipping  began  to  move  out 
from  the  wharves  for  safety,  the  goods  were  hastily 
removed  from  a number  of  the  stores.  The  block 
north  ot  Chesnut  street  being  entirely  consumed, 
and  the  wind  blowing  still  to  the  south,  most  of  the 
firemen  left  the  burning  ruins  to  render  assistance  to 
the  stores  along  Water  and  Front  streets,  south  of 
Chesnut  street.  Notwithstanding  their  exertions 
had  been  unceasing  from  the  time  the  fire  broke  out 
until  five  o’clock  in  the  morning,  they  commenced 
with  renewed  energy  to  prevent  the  flames  reach- 
ing Mcllvain’s  wine  store,  and  succeeded. 

The  stores  and  dwellings  along  Front  street,  be- 
low Chesnut,  which  were  destroyed,  were  the  bar- 
ber shop  at  tile  south  east  corner,  occupied  by  Mr. 
Gorgas,  two  three  story  brick  houses  next  below, 
and  the  large  four  story  store  of  Messegeas  and 
Unkart.  At  the  next  store,  Mcllvain’s,  the  fire 
was  arrested. 


About  this  time,  (5  o’clock  in  the  morning),  ano- 
ther fire  broke  out  in  Taylor’s  alley,  caused  by  the 
sparks  which  came  from  the  other  fire,  and  fell  in 
showers  about  the  streets,  in  an  old  two  story  brick 
building,  in  the  occupancy  of  Mr.  Sweetser,  as  a 
commission  warehouse,  which  was  gutted.  It  also 
communicated  to  the  large  brick  building  in  which 
formerly  used  to  be  kept  a dance,  and  iu  which, 
also,  a Thespian  society  had  their  meetings,  the  up- 
per story  being  fitted  up  as  a theatre.  The  upper 
part  of  this  building  was  destroyed;  the  flames  were 
then  conquered,  ami  the  engines,  which  had  left  the 
scene  of  operations  in  Front  street,  returned  again 
to  render  the  assistance  so  much  needed  in  that 
quarter.  Here  they  struggled  with  the  devouring 
element  until  10  o’clock,  A.  M.  when  the  fire  hav- 
ing been  so  much  subdued  that  no  further  danger 
was  apprehended,  many  of  the  companies  left  the 
ground,  completely  weaiied  out  with  their  extraor- 
dinary exertions.  The  scene  all  around  during  the 
fire  was  one  of  the  wildest  confusion — persons  hur- 
rying to  and  fro,  goods  and  furniture  piled  up  along 
all  the  streets  for  squares  distant  from  the  fire,  the 
families  that  owned  the  latter  sitting  shiveiing  by 
its  side,  showers  of  sparks  falling  around  upon  the 
heads  of  persons  and  the  roofs  of  houses,  many  of 
which  caught  fire.  The  roof  of  Mr.  Webb’s  store 
at  Second  and  Dock,  caught  in  this  way,  but  was 
soon  extinguished,  and  for  many  squares  persons 
were  obliged  to  be  out  upon  the  tops  of  their  houses 
throwing  water  upon  the  roof3,  large  flakes  of  fire 
having  been  carried  by  the  wind  down  below  south 
street. 

The  wall  of  the  building  at  the  southeast  corner 
of  Chesnut  and  Front  streets,  fell  about  nine  o’clock, 
and,  it  is  said,  buried  a number  of  persons;  one,  a 
member  of  the  Good  Will  engine,  was  killed  instant- 
ly, his  face  horribly  lacerated.  Several  others  were 
seriously  injured  during  the  night,  by  furniture  be- 
ing thrown  upon  them.  A young  man,  named  Tim- 
mins, had  his  face  and  hands  badly  burned  in  at- 
tempting to  save  the  books  of  Mr.  Prescott.  We 
expect  that  many  more  accidents  will  become  known 
to  us  as  soon  as  the  confusion  abates.  The  firemen 
have  done  nobly,  risking  their  lives  and  working 
incessantly  for  the  benefit  of  their  fellow  citizens. 
The  name  of  the  Good  Will  member  killed  was  Wm. 
Moreland,  and  we  learn  that  he  had  been  married 
but  about  three  weeks. 

A member  of  the  Weccacoe  engine,  named  Ro- 
bert Reynolds,  was  seriously  injured  internally,  by 
a bale  of  cotton  which  had  been  thrown  from  the 
window  of  an  upper  story.  Charles  Herman,  ano- 
ther member  of  the  same  company,  was  also  injured 
in  the  same  way,  and  is  now  lying  unable  to  move. 

The  most  painful  portion  of  this  recital  yet  re- 
mains. Several,  we  know  not  how  many,  have 
been  killed  or  severely  wounded.  At  eight  o’clock 
this  morning  the  wall  of  Enoch  Allen’s  house  fell 
in  with  a tremendous  crash,  and  buried  in  the  ruins, 
as  we  learn  positively,  a fireman  named  W.  More- 
land, a member  of  the  Good  Will  engine.  He  was 
instantly  killed.  Others,  it  is  feared,  were  also  mor- 
tally hurt.  Two  of  the  wounded  were  carried  to 
the  hospital. 

William  Field,  a fireman,  was  severely  injured. 

James  Smiley,  a member  of  the  Diligent  hose 
company,  fell  into  a burning  cellar,  and  had  his 
head  much  cut  and  his  hands  burned. 

James  Barber  and  John  Douglass,  members  of  the 
Good  Will  engine  company,  and  a member  of  the 
Hope  hose  company,  whose  name  we  did  not  learn, 
are  missing,  and  the  worst  is  feared  concerning  them. 

Bernard  Timmons,  also  of  the  latter  company,  is 
severely  burnt.  Jocob  Kugler,  fireman,  badly  burnt. 

We  have  just  learned  that  Thomas  not  James  Bar- 
ber, was  an  engineer  at  the  mint  and  not  a fireman. 
He  was  taken  to  the  hospital  and  died  in  about  three 
hours,  leaving  a wife  and  three  children. 

Robert  Reynolds  and  Charles  Herman,  members 
of  the  Weccacoe  engine,  were  both  seriously  injur- 
ed by  a bale  of  cotton  thrown  from  the  upper  win- 
dow of  one  of  the  stores. 

Many  poor  families  have  been  thus  turned  from 
their  homes,  and  have  lost  agreat  portion  of  their  fur- 
niture and  clothing.  There  was  generally  insurance 
on  the  property  as  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  as- 
certain, but  the  particulars  on  this  bead  we  cannot 
yet  state  with  accuracy.  It  is  proper  to  mention, 
however,  that  the  disaster  willnof  cause  any  failures. 
There  are  various  surmises  concerning  the  cause  of 
the  fire,  which  many  suppose  was  the  work  of  an 
incendiary.  The  firemen  are  now — twelve  o’clock, 
M. — leaving  the  scene  of  the  conflagration  with  their 
apparatus. 

This,  we  believe,  is  the  roost  destructive  fire 
which  has  ever  occurred  in  Philapelphia.  Of  fifty  - 
two  buildings  which  were  on  fire,  forty  are  in  total 
ruin,  many  of  them  large  new  warehouses. 

[National  Gaz. 


CALAMITOUS  FIRE  Iff  NEW  YORK. 

From  the  New  York  .American. 

Scarcely  had  the  report  of  the  destructive  fire  iu 
Philadelphia  reached  the  bounds  of  our  city;  when 
the  alarm  was  through  our  own  streets,  and  a suc- 
cession of  fires,  increasing  in  destructiveness,  for 
a time  swallowed  up  sympathy  in  the  contemplation 
of  our  own  losses. 

At  about  six  o’clock  in  the  evening  of  Saturday, 
a fire  first  broke  out  from  the  two  story  frame  house 
No.  6 Albany  street,  and  before  it  could  be  got  un- 
der, destroyed  the  adjoining  frame  buildings,  Nos. 
4 and  8,  on  either  side.  They  were  all  occupied  by 
poor  families,  several  of  whom  were  blacks,  and 
many  of  whom  were  left  without  a shelter.  Quiet 
had  not  yet  been  obtained  before  another  alarm  was 
given  of  a fire  in  Eldridge  street.  It  was  first  dis- 
covered in  a carpenter’s  shop  in  No.  127,  occupied 
by  Sutton  8c  Carpenter,  which  was  entirely  de- 
stroyed. Insured  for  $1,000,  125  and  129,  dwelling 
houses,  were  also  consumed.  131  was  much  in- 
jured. Several  houses  on  the  back  parts  of  the  lots 
on  Eldridge  and  Forsyth  streets  were  also  much 
damaged.  There  is  reason  to  suppose  this  last  fire 
the  work  of  an  incendiary. 

The  third  and  greatest  conflagration  broke  out 
while  the  engines  were  yet  in  Eldridge  street.  It 
is  supposed  to  have  commenced  in  the  store  of  Mr. 
S.  A.  Halsey,  No.  189  Water  street,  and  spread 
with  a violence  and  rapidity  seldom  witnessed.  The 
reservoirs  already  exhausted  by  previous  draining 
supplied  but  small  means  for  extinguishing  the  be” 
ginning  of  the  evil,  which,  it  said,  might  have  been 
overcome  by  a timely  and  judicious  application  of 
three  or  four  steady  streams  of  water.  The  wind 
now  freshened  and  drove  the  fire  both  to  windward, 
and  to  leeward,  by  the  eddy.  No  barrier  being 
now  opposed  to  its  spread,  the  entire  square,  or 
block  of  buildings,  bounded  by  Water  and  Front, 
Fulton  street  and  Burling  Slip,  was  a mass  of 
burning  ruins.  The  flying  cinders  threatened  the 
destruction  of  several  other  houses,  some  at  a dis- 
tance. 

The  Tontine  was  at  one  time  in  great  danger, 
and  nothing  but  the  most  active  exertions  of  its 
inmates  saved  the  United  States’  hotel.  Lines  of 
hose  and  engines  were  by  this  time  formed  to  the 
river,  and  a lull  of  the  wind,  seconding  the  efforts 
of  the  firemen,  the  further  progress  of  the  flames 
was  arrested.  The  following  list  of  the  buildings 
destroyed,  and  the  names  of  their  occupants,  we  be- 
lieve to  be  correct,  so  far  as  can  at  present  he  ascer- 
talned: 

On  Water  street  between  Burling  Slip  and  Fletch- 
er street,  west  side. — No.  162,  a new  store,  unoccu- 
pied, damaged;  No.  164,  the  same,  entirely  destroy- 
ed; No.  166,  J.  & L.  Brewster,  hatters,  the  same; 
No.  168,  Eli  White,  fur  merchant,  entirely  destroy- 
ed; No.  170,  R.  8c  H.  Haight  8c  co.  merchants. 
Stock  in  store  estimated  at  $120,000.  Insurance 
effected  on  stock  $110,000.  Stock  saved  about 
$40,000.  No.  172,  Alex.  M.  White,  fur  dealer, 
totally  destroyed;  No.  174,  John  Hunt,  jr.  dry  goods, 
same;  No.  176,  A Seton,  fur  dealer,  much  damag- 
ed. Stock  insured  in  Hartford  and  this  city.  East 
side — No.  163,  P.  G.  Wilmarth,  furs;  W.  G.  Rule, 
commission  merchant;  Augustus  Marckwald,  fur 
dealer.  Building  much  injured. — Loss  about  $3, 000- 
No.  165,  J.  Watkiss,  carpenter.  Burned  down. — 
Loss  $2,000;  No.  164  was  owned  by  William  Post; 
166,  163  and  170,  owned  by  Eli  White;  172,  owned 
by  R.  8c  E.  I.  Hoyt;  174  and  176,  owned  by  Wm. 
Howard,  president  of  the  Union  bank,  who,  it  is 
said,  had  no  insurance  on  them. 

On  Water  street,  between  Burling  Slip  and.  Fulton 
street. — Crossing  Burling  slip,  182  on  the  corner, 
occupied  by  William  Halsey  8c  co.  druggist,  build- 
ing and  stock  damaged — insured;  184,  H.  Hughes, 
saddler,  and  Z.  B.  Gardner,  saddler,  walls  left  stand- 
ing; 186,  Stephen  King,  cork  cutter,  do.  do.  188,  1. 
A.  Kissam,  tin  ware  manulaturer,  do.  190,  A.  Me- 
gray,  navigation  warehouse,  much  injured. 

On  the  opposite  side. — 181,  John  Hunt  Sc  co.  furs, 
caps,  8cc.  building  totally  destroyed,  stock  damag- 
ed to  amount  of  $20,000,  insured;  183,  H.  Shaclc- 
erly,  furs,  overhead  Edward  A.  Ludlow,  saddle  and 
harness  maker,  totally  consumed;  185,  J.  W.  Brody, 
caps  and  dressed  furs,  damage  to  stock  $30,000, 
10,000  insurance,  building  entirely  destroyed;  187, 
A.  H.  Centre  8c  Son,  hatters’  furs,  totally  destroy- 
ed; 189,  S.  A.  Halsey,  furs,  See.  stock  worth 
$150,000;  191,  Gilbert  8c  Jessup,  drugs  and  dye 
stuff's,  totally  destroyed;  193,  S.  Dunn,  agricultural 
warehouse,  totally  consumed;  195,  J.  Sparkman, 
cork  cutter,  up  stairs,  U.H.  Levy,  drug,  broker,  en- 
tirely destroyed;  197,  Alve  Hotchkiss,  clocks,  8cc. 
and  Dewey  8c  Everett,  crockery,  all  burned  down. 

Fulton  street. — Nos.  20  and  30,  Silas  Carle  and 
Nephew,  dye  stuff's  and  paints,  considerably  in- 
jured; 22,  24,  26,  John  W.  Burgess,  grocery,  vie- 
itualling  house  and  bakery;  stock  destroyed,  build- 
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ing  injured;  22  1-2,  N.  & L.  Bradford,  brooms, 
baskets,  &c.  building  entirely  destroyed,  stock 
partly  saved;  20  and  18,  buildings  and  stock  partly 
destroyed. 

On  Front  street  between  Fulton  street  and  Burling 
Slip.- — No.  19S,  office  of  Hope  Mills,  building  da- 
maged; stock  in  coffee,  &c.  damaged  to  the  amount 
of  $10,000 — insured;  No.  196,  M.  Bennett,  fruits, 
wines,  &c,  stock  damaged  $2,000,  building  burned 
down;  194,  John  Wait,  fruit  store;  and  upstairs, 
Crain  & Polly,  gin  and  alcohol,  much  injured; 
W.  E.  & J.  F.  Craft,  entirety  destroyed;  190, 
Mitchell  & Neilson,  groceries:  damage  to  stock 
about  $15,000  insured,  building  entirely  destroyed; 
188,  occupied  by  S.  L.  Mitchell  for  cotton  storage; 
186,  P.  Balen  & co.  fruits  and  wines;  upstairs,  R. 
M.  Demill,  Darren  packet  office,  entirety  destroyed; 
184,  C.  C.  Fowler,  oil  and  candles,  and  Jewett, 
Son  & co.  whitelead,  entirety  destroyed;  182,  on 
the  corner  of  Burlington  Slip,  R.  Hicks  & Son, 
merchants. 

On  Burling  Slip,  between  Front  and  Water. — No. 
15,  tin  shop,  dwelling  house,  and  cooperage,  en- 
tirety destroyed;  17,  Thomas  & McConnell,  coopers, 
and  Stephen  West,  dwelling,  same;  19,  David  Reese, 
cooperage,  same. 

On  Fletcher  street,  between  Front  and  Water. — 
No.  22,  Andrew  Hawkes,  boarding  house,  destroy- 
ed; 20,  Ross,  Duffy  & Son,  coopers,  totally  de- 
stroyed; IS,  Charles  Tollman  & co.  coopers,  same. 

The  whole  number  of  buildings  destroyed  is  for- 
ty-six, and  the  whole  loss  cannot  fall  much  short  of 
one  millions  of  dollars. 

Fire  at  Brooklyn. — Last  night  about  6 o’clock, 
a fire  broke  out  in  a plaining  mill  belonging  to  Mr. 
Thatcher,  and  situated  on  Front  street,  between 
Jay  and  Bridge  streets.  The  fire  was  communicat- 
ed to  a three  story  dwelling  house  adjoining,  which 
was  also  consumed.  The  plaining  mill,  we  were 
told,  was  fully  insured. 

The  following  statement  is  given  in  Monday’s 
second  edition  of  the  Journal  of  Commerce,  as  be- 
ing as  correct  as  can  be  made  at  present,  of  the  in- 
surance which  had  been  effected  at  the  different 
offices  in  New  York,  on  the  property  destroyed  by 
the  great  fire  on  Sunday  morning.  The  table  also 
includes  several  foreign  companies.  The  amount 
stated  is  understood  to  be  the  amount  of  insurance 
effected.  Tn  some  cases  the  losses  are  total — in 
others  not.  Most  or  all  the  companies  were  in  ex- 
cellent condition  prior  to  this  loss;  and  in  fact  we 
may  say  they  are  so  still — the  loss,  in  many  cases, 
not  having  equalled  their  surplus. 


Names.  Amount  insured. 

Capital. 

Mutual, 

$11,000 

350,000 

Eagle, 

25,000 

500,000 

Merchants’, 

25,000 

500,000 

Manhattan, 

34,000 

250,000 

North  River, 

5,000 

350,000 

Equitable, 

14,000 

300,000 

Contributionship, 

24,000 

300,000 

Jefferson, 

6.000 

200,000 

U.  States, 

16,500 

250,000 

iEtna, 

30,000 

200,000 

Firemen’s, 

11,500 

300.000 

Howard, 

46,000 

300,000 

New  York, 

19,000 

200,000 

City, 

10,000 

210,000 

Bowery, 

20,000 

300,000 

N.  American, 

10,000 

250,000 

Trust, 

15,000 

200,000 

Guardian, 

11,000 

300,000 

Globe, 

20,000 

500,000 

Mutual  safety, 

67,500 

$517,000 

L.  Island,  at  Brooklyn 

, 6,000 

Brooklyn,  do. 

HStna,  Hartford, 

8,000 

102,000 

18,000 

Hartford  co.  do. 

15,000 

Protection,  do. 

14,000 

American,  Boston, 

21,000 

Merchants’  do. 

20,000 

Charleston  Ins.  co. 

2,500 

1,000,000 

Georgia, 

10,000 

$631,500 

1,000,000 

The  Long  Island  insurance  company  lost  $5,000 
by  the  Brooklyn  fire,  and  the  Brooklyn  insurance 
company  the  same  amount. 

The  Journal  adds: — We  see  no  reason  to  change 
our  estimate,  that  the  entire  loss  by  (he  fire  in  ques- 
tion, must  have  amounted  to  nearly  or  quite  a mil- 
lion dollars. 

A New  York  letter  says: — “The  book  safes  built 
in  the  walls  proved  themselves  of  the  same  value  as 
before,  that  is,  nothing  but  a decoy.  Tile  contents 
of  these  tilings  were,  I presume,  in  every  instance, 
destroyed.  The  only  safe  place  for  books  on  such 
an  occasion,  is  at  a distance  from  the  fire.” 


The  loss  by  the  fire  at  Philadelphia,  in  merchandise 
and  real  estate,  is  estimated,  according  to  a letter  of 
a respectable  house  in  that  city,  at  $1,400,000. 


THE  CHESAPEAKE  AND  OHIO  CANAL. 

From  the  National  Intelligencer. 

In  the  “American  Almanac  and  Repository  of 
Useful  Knowledge,”  for  the  year  1840,  which  has 
just  reached  us,  among  the  numerous  valuable  arti- 
cles, statistical,  scientific  and  miscellaneous,  which 
are  condensed  into  its  well  filled  pages,  we  find  a 
brief  but  comprehensive  description  of  the  Chesa- 
peake and  Ohio  canal,  comprising  its  extent,  cha- 
racter, dimensions,  &c.  Sic.  compiled  by  one  of  the 
gentlemen  of  the  company’s  office,  and  doubtless 
entirety  correct.  As  it  conveys  information  inte- 
resting to  the  friends  of  internal  improvement  evejry 
where,  as  well  as  to  those  who  are  particularly  in- 
terested in  this  great  work,  we  take  the  liberty  of 
transferring  the  article  to  our  columns. 

Communicated  by  T.  Fillebrown,  esq.  of  the  offief  of 
the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  company,  Wash- 
ington. 

The  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  company  de- 
rives its  power  from  a charter  granted  by  the  legis- 
latures of  the  states  of  Maryland,  Pennsylvania  and 
Virginia,  assented  to  by  the  congress  of  the  United 
Sta'es.  Its  object  is,  to  connect  the  waters  of  Chesa- 
peake bay  with  those  of  the  river  Ohio.  The  capi- 
tal of  the  company  is  unlimited,  and  is  made  up  ot 
individual,  state  and  other  corporate  subscriptions. 
Of  this,  the  United  States  have  taken  $1,000,000, 
the  city  of  Washington  $1,000,000,  the  cities  ol 
Georgetown  and  'Alexandria  $250,000  each,  the 
state  of  Maryland  $5,000,000,  the  state  of  Virginia 
$250,000.  The  funds  of  the  company  have  been 
increased  from  time  to  time,  by  loans,  of  greater  or 
less  amount,  as  exigencies  have  required. 

The  canal  is  arranged  into  three  grand  divisions, 
denominated  the  eastern,  middle  and  western  sec- 
tions. The  first  extends  from  Georgetown,  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  to  Cumberland,  in  the  state  of 
Maryland;  following  the  left  bank  of  the  Potomac 
river,  with  such  occasional  divergencies  therefrom 
as  the  face  of  the  country  and  facilities  of  construc- 
tion require.  The  survey  of  the  middle  and  west- 
ern sections  has  not  been  definitely  made;  conse- 
quently the  precise  location  and  distance  are  not 
correctly  ascertained. 

Operations  were  first  commenced  on  the  eastern' 
section  on  (he  4th  of  July  1828,  when  ground  was 
broken  by  John  Quincy  Adams,  then  president  of 
the  United  States,  in  presence  of  a large  concourse 
of  citizens,  assembled  to  witness  the  ceremony. 
Since  that  period,  the  canal  has  been  completed 
from  Georgetown  to  dam  No.  6,  a point  above  the 
town  of  Hancock,  a distance  of  136  miles  from  tide 
water.  On  this  portion  there  are  53  locks,  100  feet 
in  length  between  the  gates,  by  15  feet  in  breadth, _ 
and  averaging  8 feet  lilt;  150  culverts,  of  various 
dimensions,  many  of  them  sufficiently  spacious  to 
admit  the  passage  of  wagons,  and  7 aqueducts,  as 
follows: 

No.  1 over  Seneca  creek,  3 arches  of  30  ft.  span  each. 
“ 2 “ Monocacy  river,  7 “ of 54  “ 

“ 3 “ Catoctin  creek,  3 “ 2 of  20  and  1 ofl28  ft. 

“ 4 “ Antielam  creek,  3 “ 2 of  24  and  1 of  48  ft. 

“ 5 “ Conoeoch’guecr.3  “ 60  ft.  span  each. 

“ 6 “ Licking  creek,  1 “ 90 

“ 7 “ Gt.  Tonolowa  cr.  1 “ 62  “ 

This  extent  of  the  canal  is  fed  from  the  Potomac 
by  6 dams  across  the  river,  of  from  500  to  800  feet 
in  length,  and  from  4 to  20  feet  elevation.  The 
breadth  of  water  surface  is  6!)  feet  for  the  first  60 
miles  above  Georgetown;  for  the  remaining  distance 
50  feet,  and  6 feet  depth  throughout  the  entire  line. 
The  aqueducts,  locks  and  culverts  are  constructed 
of  stone,  laid  in  hydraulic  cement. 

That  portion  of  the  canal  now  under  contract  ex- 
tends from  dam  No.  6 io  Cumberland,  (the  western 
terminus  of  the  eastern  section),  a distance  of  50 
miles.  On  this  line  there  will  be  22  locks,  40  cul- 
verts, 2 dams  and  4 aqueducts,  as  follows: 

No.  8 over  Sideling  Hill  creek,  1 arch  of  70  feet  span. 

9 “ Fifteen  Mile  creek,  1 “ 50  “ 

10  “ Town  creek,  1 “ 60  “ 

11  “ Evitt’s  creek,  1 “ 70  “ 

About  midway  of  this  distance  is  a tunnel,  through 

the  spur  of  a mountain,  called  the  “Pawpaw  Ridge.” 
This  tunnel  is  3,118  feet  in  length,  from  the  north- 
ern to  the  southern  portal,  and  24  feet  in  diame- 
ter, with  an  elevation  of  17  feet  in  the  clear  above 
water  surface,  through  solid,  blue,  argillaceous 
slate  rock  as  far  as  the  excavation  has  been  made. 
Two  perpendicular  shafts  are  in  operation,  one  188 
feet,  the  other  122  feet  in  depth;  from  the  bottom  of 
these  shafts  the  drilling  and  blasting  proceeds  hori- 
zontally north  and  south,  the  core  being  elevated  to 
the  surface  by  machinery.  The  highest  point  ol' 
Ihe  mountain  above  the  tunnel  bottom  is  378  feet. 


From  the  southern  portal  the  longitudinal  perfora- 
tion exceeds  800  feet.  The  passage  through  this 
mountain  saves  the  distance  of  five  miles  of  heavy 
rock  excavation,  the  cost  of  which  was  estimated  to 
equal  that  of  the  tunnel.  It  is  now  considered  more 
than  half  accomplished. 

At  Cumberland  a spacious  basin  is  in  the  course 
of  construclion,  to  be  filled  from  the  river  by  dam 
No.  8,  located  at  the  lower  end  of  the  town.  This 
basin  is  intended  for  the  convenience  of  the  coal 
trade,  the  coal  region  commencing  a few  miles  from 
the  river,  and  extending  inland  to  an  undetermined 
distance. 

The  middle  section  will  leave  the  river  at  this 
point,  by  the  valley  of  Wills  creek,  whence  it  crosses 
the  Savage  mountain,  by  a tunnel  4 miles  in  length, 
and  strikes  the  head  waters  of  the  Youghiogeny  ri- 
ver, at  which  point  the  middle  section  will  probably 
terminate;  the  western  section  passes  thence  down 
the  valley  of  the  Youghiogeny  to  its  confluence 
with  the  Monongahela  river,  and  from  thence  by 
the  valley  of  the  Monongahela  to  Pittsburg,  in  the 
state  of  Pennsylvania,  the  head  of  steamboat  navi- 
gation on  the  river  Ohio. 

The  aggregate  expenditure  on  account  of  the 
canal,  from  ils  commencement  to  May  31,  1839,  the 
close  of  the  fiscal  year,  has  been  $8, 591,768  37.  It 
is  estimated  that  the  additional  sum  of  $3,000, 000 
will  complele  it  to  Cumberland;  and  that,  on  the 
opening  of  navigation  in  the  spring  of  1841,  there 
will  he  a direct  and  continuous  canal  from  the  capi- 
tal of  the  United  States  to  the  vast  and  inexhausti- 
ble coal  region  of  Allegany  county,  in  the  state  of 
Maryland. 

TRIBUTE  TO  DEPARTED  WORTH. 

The  Charleston  Courier  of  Friday  contains  the 
proceedings  at  a large  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  that 
place  which  was  held  in  the  city  hall,  to  pay  a tribute 
ot  respect  to  the  memory  of  general  liayne.  It  was 
determined  io  have  an  elogium  pronounced,  and  to 
erect  a monument  to  his  memory.  The  mayor,  (the 
hon.  PI.  L.  Pinckney)  in  his  address  to  this  meeting 
enlarged  with  much  feeling  and  eloquence  upon  the 
worth  and  excellence  of  the  lamented  deceased. — 
General  Hayne  possessed  a strong  hold  upon  the  af- 
fections of  his  fellow  citizens;  and  deservedly — for 
his  life  was  devoted  to  their  service.  High  minded 
and  generous,  he  sought  not  private  ends,  but  with 
equal  grace  and  zeal  fulfilled  the  duties  of  high  sta- 
tions, or  sought  the  general  good  in  the  sphere  of 
private  usefulness.  When  such  a man  falls  the 
links  of  a thousand  associations  are  broken — for  his 
thoughts  and  feelings  blended  with  high  pursuits 
which  affect  the  well  being  of  multitudes,  pervade 
the  general  mind  and  constitute  by  their  sympathy 
witli  each  one’s  interest  a part  of  the  common  soul 
of  society.  His  deatli  is  felt  to  be  every  man’s  loss. 
Not  that  it  is  a sordid  regret  for  (he  privation  of  ex- 
pected benefits.  When  such  self  devotion  marks 
the  character  of  a public  man  it  never  fails  to  ex- 
cite feelings  ot  love  and  admiration — and  from  these 
wounded  and  torn  by  sudden  parting,  comes  the 
expression  of  heartfelt  sorrow.  It  is  an  emotion  of 
this  kind  which  runs  throughout  (he  mayor’s  ad- 
dress to  his  fellow  citizens,  giving  it  a touching  pa- 
thos. “Was  there  ever,”  said  he,  “a  citizen  of  this 
or  any  other  place,  who  was  more  thoroughly  iden- 
tified with  every  thing  relating  to  its  honor  and  to 
its  interests!  What  office  is  there  that  he  had  not 
filled!  What  service  that  he  had  not  rendered! — 
What  useful  or  honorable  undertaking  did  he  not 
exert  his  utmost  efforts  to  promote!  What  labor 
did  he  avoid,  or  what  sacrifice  did  he  ever  hesitate 
to  make  for  the  public  good!  How  shall  this  city 
supply  the  vacancy  which  his  deatli  has  caused? 
where  shall  we  find  his  exalted  patriotism,  his  no- 
ble public  spirit,  his  generous  and  disinterested  zeal 
in  the  serviceof  his  fellow  citizens,  his  enlarged  and 
comprehensive  mind,  his  ardent  and  persuasive 
eloquence,  his  perfect  adaptation  for  any  kind  of 
business  on  any  department  of  public  service,  his 
remarkable  sweetness  of  temper  and  amenity  of 
manner,  or  tiiat  rare  and  extraordinary  combination 
of  excellent  qualities  botli  of  head  and  heart,  by 
which  he  was  distinguished?  When  was  (here  ever 
a public  meeting  held  at  which  we  did  not  hear  his 
voice,  delineating  the  path  of  public  interest  or  du- 
ty, and  urging  his  fellow  citizens  to  walk  therein? 
When  did  a public  calamity  ever  befal  us,  that  he 
did  not  come  forward  to  cheer  us  with  his  sympa- 
thy, to  reanimate  our  fortitude,  to  revive  our  ener- 
gies, and  to  point  out  the  mode  by  which  the  mis- 
fortune might  be  repaired,  and  even  converted  into 
a public  good?  Wiio  has  forgotten  or  can  ever  for- 
get the  noble  and  inspiring  manner  in  which  he  ad- 
dressed us  on. the  subject  oflhe'great  conflagration  of 
April  ’38,  or  the  memorial  he  introduced  to  the  go- 
vernor and  the  legislature,  or  that  it  was  to  his  ex- 
ertions, more  than  to  those  of  any  other  individual, 
that  we  were  indebted  for  that  prompt  and  efficient 
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State  action,  by  which  Charleston  lias  not  only  been 
re-built,  but  re-built  in  a style  of  elegance  anil 
splendor  that  excites  the  astonishment  and  admi- 
ration of  all  who  behold  it?  It  was  in  this  hall  he 
used  to  delight  us  with  his  eloquence,  to  instruct  us 
with  his  wisdom,  and  to  cause  our  very  souls  to 
burn  within  us  as  we  caught  the  inspiration  of  his 
noble  sentiments  and  feelings.” 

The  expression  of  regret  for  the  loss  of  this  emi- 
nent man,  and  of  admiration  of  his  character,  are 
not  confined  to  the  city  of  Charleston.  The  citi- 
zens of  South  Carolina,  now  in  Philadelphia,  have 
lately  met  and  passed  resolutions  indicative  of  their 
feelings,  and  highly  honorable  to  the  memory  of 
general  Hayne.  The  name  of  colonel  Blanding, 
another  distinguished  citizen  of  South  Carolina,  re- 
cently deceased,  is  joined  with  his  in  the  resolutions 
passed  by  the  meeting.  [Ball.  American. 

From  the  Philadelphia  National  Gazette. 

TRIBUTE  OF  RESPECT  TO  COLONEL  BLANDING  AN  D 
GENERAL  ROBERT  Y.  HAYNE. 

A number  of  respectable  gentlemen  of  South 
Carolina  assembled  at  the  Mansion  House  this  day 
at  11  o’clock,  for  the  purpose  of  doing  honor  to  the 
memories  of  colonel  Blanding  and  general  Robert 
Y.  Hayne. 

On  motion,  Joshua  W.  Toomer,  esq.  of  Charles- 
ton, was  called  to  the  chair,  and  S.  W.  Trojti, 
esq.  of  Barnwell,  was  appointed  to  act  as  3ecig- 
tary. 

The  chirman  having  declared  the  object  of  the 
meeting,  colonel  James  Lynah  rose  and  addressed 
the  chair.  His  remarks  were  brief,  but  eloquent 
and  impressive.  He  alluded  in  a manner  not  to  be 
forgotten  by  those  who  heard  him,  to  the  eminent 
public  services  and  private  virtues  of  the  distin- 
guished dead,  and  to  the  loss  which  South  Carolina 
and  our  whole  country  has  sustained  by  the  afflict- 
ing dispensation  of  Providence,  which  has  rembv- 
ed  from  the  sphere  of  their  usefulness  these  patrio- 
tic and  gifted  men.  Colonel  L.  then  offered  the 
subjoined  resolutions,  which  were  seconded  by  Dr. 
Philip  Tidyinan  of  Santee,  in  a strain  of  appropri- 
ate and  feeling  remarks: 

RESOLUTIONS. 

1.  That  no  distance  either  of  time  or  of  place 
can  diminish  the  ardent  attachment  that  we  feel  for 
the  welfare  of  South  Carolina  and  the  happiness  of 
her  people. 

2.  That  while  we  bow  with  submission  to  His 
decree  “in  whose  hand  are  all  the  issues  of  life  and 
death,”  we  cannot  still  refrain  this  expression  oi 
our  profound  grief  at  the  death  of  two  of  our  most 
eminent  citizens,  who  have  been  snatched  from  the 
state  in  the  full  career  of  their  usefulness,  and  at  a 
moment  when  their  services  were  of  such  inestima- 
ble value. 

3.  That  we  deeply  sympathise  with  our  fellow 
citizens  at  home,  in  the  loss  of  colonel  Abraham 
Blanding  and  of  general  Robert  Y.  Hayne;  and  that 
we  feel  and  acknowledge  with  them  that  our  be- 
loved state  has  received  a blow  in  the  death  of  these 
two  virtuous  and  gifted  men,  which  she  will  long 
and  sensibly  experience  in  every  department  of  the 
public  service. 

4.  That  we  will  cordially  co-operate  in  any  mea- 
sures that  may  be  adopted  hereafter  at  home,  ex- 
pressive of  the  general  sympathy  and  of  the  deep 
sense  of  gratitude  felt  by'Soulh  Carolina  forthe  ex- 
alted worth  of  these  lamented  citizens. 

5.  That  we  tender  our  heartfelt  sorrow  to  the 
families  of  the  deceased,  and  that  we  mourn  with 
them  over  this  great  private  bereavement— a be- 
reavement which,  in  piercingthe  bosom  of  the  wi- 
dowed mothers  has  also  taken  from  the  children  the 
bright  example  of  their  lathers. 

6.  That  a copy  of  these  resolutions  be  transmit- 
ted to  the  families  of  the  deceased,  by  the  chairman 
of  this  meeting. 

Friday  October  4,  IS39. 


AN  INCIDENT. 

From  the  New  York  Commercial  Advertiser. 

The  Africans  now  in  the  jail  at  Hartford  are  very 
far  indeed  from  exhibiting  the  stolidity  and  lack  of 
intelligence  so  generally  characteristic  of  the  south- 
ern negro.  On  the  contrary  they  are,  almost  with- 
out exception,  quick  in  their  movements,  animated 
in  conversation,  and,  so  far  as  can  be  judged  by 
those  who  do  not  understand  their  language,  they 
have  intellects  quite  as  acute  as  those  of  our  Indians, 
or  of  any  uncivilized  people.  A lit  tie  circumstance 
occurred  on  Friday  last,  which  a/Forded  a good  illus- 
tration of  their  promptitude  in  “jumping  at  a con- 
clusion.” 

Mr.  Gallaudet,  the  well  known  instructor  of  deaf 
mutes,  has  passed  some  hours  every  day  in  the  jail, 
conversing  with  the  Africans  by  signs,  and  endea- 
voring to  make  up  a vocabulary  of  their  language. 
[We  may  here  observe,  by  the  way,  that  he  finds 


little  difficulty  in  communicating  with  them,  using 
the  signs  employed  in  conversing  with  deaf 
mutes — that  is,  the  signs  relating  to  visible  and  tan- 
gible objects;  the  conventional  signs,  representing 
fitters  and  words,  are,  of  course,  beyond  their  com- 
frehension].  His  object  on  Friday  was  to  ascertain 
whether  they  had  any  distinct  idea  of  a Supreme 
Being,  as  the  judge  and  rewardor  or  punisher  of 
Inman  actions.  To  this  end  he  began  by  directing 
heir  attention  to  various  natural  objects — an  elephant 
—the  sun — the  moon — stars — the  wind,  rain,  See. 
Vhen  he  found  that  they  perfectly  understood  him,  he 
jsked  them,  by  signs,  whether  Ihey  knew  ot  any 
tiing  higher  than  the  sun,  moon,  stars,  &c.  and  se- 
veral of  them  answered  in  succession  that  they  did 
—that  Gooly  was  above  all  these  things.  By  farther 
questioning  Mr.  Gallaudet  satisfied  himself  that 
Cooly  was  their  name  for  God;  and  then  he  proceed- 
el  to  inquire  whether  they  believed  that  Gooly 
wjuld  punish  improper  actions.  He  made  signs  re- 
piesenting  the  act  of  stealing — that  of  striking,  and 
otier  wrongful  doings;  and  asked  if  Gooly  would 
whip  or  punish  for  such  things.  This  also  several 
ot  the  negroes  answered  in  the  affirmative;  clearlj' 
slowing,  all  the  time,  by  their  intelligent  looks,  and 
their  close  attention  to  his  motions,  that  they  not  on- 
ly understood  but  were  much  interested  in  his  pro- 
ceedings. 

At  length,  however,  Mr.  Gallaudet,  still  rising  in 
his  scale  of  inquiries,  conveyed  to  them  the  idea  of 
murder  by  cutting  the  throat,  and  asked  if  Gooly 
would  whip  for  this  also.  But  the  moment  the  ne- 
groes caught  his  meaning  they  cast  down  their  eyes 
and  were  silent;  nor  could  he  induce  one  of  them  to 
resume  the  conversation,  or  indeed  to  hold  any  far- 
ther communication  with  him.  It  occurred  to  him 
immediately  that  a suspicion  bad  entered  their  minds 
of  his  being  an  emissary  of  their  Spanish  masters, 
and  that  he  was  seeking  to  entrap  them  into  some 
confession  of  what  took  place  on  board  the  Arais- 
tad. 

Fortunately,  just  at  this  time  the  interpreter  Fer- 
ry came  in,  and  at  Mr.  Gallaudet’s  request  explain- 
ed to  them  that  he  was  their  friend,  anil  entertained 
against  them  no  such  hostile  design  as  they  suspect- 
ed; and  the  good  effect  of  this  was  quickly  made 
apparent  by  their  coming  up  in  succession  to  shake 
hands  with  Mr.  Gallaudet,  and  then  very  readily  re- 
suming the  conversation. 

THE  TRAGEDY  OF  WYOMING. 

From  the  New  York  Commercial  Advertiser. 

Now  tell  us  all  about  the  war, 

And  what  they  fought  each  other  for. 

There  is  no  need  of  telling  any  body  that  this 
couplet  is  from  Southey’s  touching  ballad,  “the  battle 
of  Blenheim.”  Had  old  Kaspar  resided  upon  the 
banks  of  the  Susquehanna,  however,  instead  of  those 
of  the  Danube,  lie  would  probably'  have  found  less 
difficulty  in  answering  the  artless  inquiries  of  little 
Wilhemine,  than  seems  to  have  been  the  case  with 
him  touching  the  cause  of  the  war  in  which  the 
great  Marlborough  “put  the  French  to  route.”  The 
causes  of  the  American  revolution  were  plain  and 
palpable  to  all.  The  first  consequence  was,  that 
every  man  became  a volunteer  party  in  the  conflict. 
But,  in  desultory  sketches  like  these,  it  is  no  part  of 
our  duty  to  inquire  into  causes.  Come  we  then  at 
once  to  effects— one  of  the  saddest  of  which  was, 
ttiat  the  beautiful  natural  paradise  we  were  contem- 
plating in  our  last  number  was  doomed  to  become 
the  scene  of  one  of  the  deepest  and  darkest  tragedies 
attending  that  momentous  revolution. 

For  a season  after  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  of 
the  revolution,  the  valley  of  the  Wyoming  was  al- 
lowed a state  of  comparative  repose.  The  govern- 
ment of  Pennsylvania  was  changed  by  the  removal 
ol’the  proprietaries,  or  successors  of  Penn,  and  both 
Connecticut  and  Pennsylvania  had  other  and  more 
important  demands  upon  their  attention  than  the  dis- 
putes of  rival  claimants  for  a remote  and  sequester- 
ed territory.  A census  was  taken,  and  the  whole 
population  of  the  several  towns  of  the  valley  now 
acknowledged  the  jurisdiction  of  Connecticut  was 
computed  at  about  five  thousand  souls.  Thus  it  is 
stated  in  Chapman's  history  and  by  Marshall;  hut, 
in  a recent  appeal  to  the  legislature  by  a committee 
from  Wyoming,  only  half  that  number  is  allowed. — 
But  this  estimate  seems  by  far  too  small,  inasmuch 
as  the  Wyoming  militia,  in  1776,  numbered  eleven 
hundred  men  capable  of  bearing  arms,  from  which 
number  two  companies  of  regular  troops  were  rais- 
ed, under  resolutions,  commanded  by  captains  Ran- 
som and  Durkee,  of  eighty-two  men  each.  These 
companies  were  mustered  and  counted  as  part  ofthe 
Connecticut  levies,  and  attached  to  the  Connecticut 
line.  They  were,  morever,  efficient  soldiers,  having 
been  engaged  in  the  brilliant  affair  of  Millstone,  tile 
bloody  and  untoward  battles  of  Brandywine  and 
Germantown,  and  in  the  terrible  cannonade  of  Mud 
bank, 


Notwithstanding  the  remoteness  of  its  position, 
and  its  peculiar  exposure  to  the  attacks  of  the  ene- 
my, rendered  more  perilous  from  its  contiguity  to  the 
territory  ofthe  Six  Nations,  and  the  readiness  with 
which  a descent  could  be  made  upon  them  by  the 
way  ofthe  Susquehanna,  the  people  were  prompt  to 
espouse  the  cause  of  their  country,  and,  as  early  as 
the  first  of  Augast,  1775,  in  town  meeting,  they  vot- 
ed “that  wewill  unanimously  join  our  brethren  of 
America  in  the  common  cause  of  defending  our 
country.”  In  the  month  of  August  in  the  following 
year  it  was  voted  “that  the  people  be  called  upon  to 
work  on  the  forts,  without  either  fee  or  reward  from 
the  town.”  And,  in  1777,  the  people  passed  a vote 
empowering  a committee  of  inspectors  “to  supply 
the  soldiers’  wives,  and  the  soldiers’  widows,  and 
their  families  with  the  necessaries  of  life.”  These 
old  and  curious  and  precious  records  of  the  isolated 
and  patriotic  democracy  of  Wyoming  were  show  n to 
us  by  our  estimable  friend  Charles  Miner,  of  whom 
we  shall  have  more  to  say  hereafler. 

But  (he  unanimity  asserted  in  the  first  resolution 
cited  above  must  have  been  a figurative  expression, 
since,  unhappily,  there  were  loyalists  in  Wyoming 
as  elsewhere.  The  civil  wars  moreover,  at  which  a 
rapid  glance  was  cast  in  our  last  number,  had  left 
many  bit  ter  feelings  to  rankle  in  the  bosoms  of  those 
who  had  been  actively  engaged  in  those  feuds.  Add- 
ed to  which,  in  the  exuberance  of  their  patriotism, 
between  twenty  and  thirty  suspected  citizens  were 
seized  by  the  whigs,  and  dragged  over  the  woods 

and  mountains  into  Connecticut  for  imprisonment. 

These  men  were  ultimately  discharged,  and  speedi- 
ly thereafter  found  their  way  into  the  ranks  of  the 
enemy  in  Canada,  among  the  tory  rangers  of  sir  John 
Johnson  and  colonel  John  Butler.  These  points  are 
stated  thus  minutely  because  they  are  essential  to  a 
just  understanding  of  the  darker  features  of  the  his- 
tory that  i3  to  follow. 

The  Indians  of  the  Six  Nations  were  not  brought 
actively  into  the  field  against  the  colonies  until  the 
summer  ot  1777.  From  that  moment,  the  whole  ex- 
tended frontiers  ofthe  colonies,  reaching  from  Lake 
Champlain,  round  the  northwest  and  south,  to  the 
Floridas,  were  harassed  by  the  savage  toe.  There 
was  a conventional  understanding  with  the  people 
ot  Wyoming,  that  the  regular  troops  enlisted  among 
them  should  be  stationed  there,  for  the  defence  of 
the  valley;  but  the  exigencies  ofthe  service  required 
their  action  elsewhere,  and  not  only  were  they  or- 
dered away,  but  other  enlistments  were  made,  to 
the  number,  in  all,  of  about  three  hundred.  The 
only  means  ofdefence  remaining  consisted  of  militia 
men,  the  greater  proportion  of  whom  were  too  old 
or  too  young  for  the  regular  service.  And  yet,  upon 
these  men  devolved  the  duties  of  cultivating  the 
lands  to  obtain  subsistence  forthe  settlements,  and 
likewise  of  performing  regular  garrison  duty  in  the 
little  stockade  defences  which  were  dignified  by  the 
name  of  forts,  and  of  patrolling  the  outskirts  ofthe 
settlements,  and  exploring  the  thickets,  in  order  to 
guard  against  surprise  from  the  wily  Indians,  and 
their  yet  more  vindictive  lory  allies. 

There  were  some  half  a dozen  of  those  defences 
called  forts,  but  consisting  only  of  stockades,  or  iogs 
planted  upright  in  the  earth,  and  about  fourteen  feet 
high,  the  enclosures  within  which  served  also  as 
places  of  retreat  for  the  women  and  children  in  sea- 
sons of  alarm.  They  had  no  artillery,  save  a single 
four  pounder,  kept  at  Wilkesbarre  as  an  alarm  gun, 
and  their  only  means  ofdefence,  therefore,  consisted 
ofsmall  arms,  not  always  in  the  best  order,  as  is  ever 
the  case  with  militia.  Thus  weakened  by  the  ab- 
sence of  its  most  efficient  men,  and  otherwise  expos- 
ed. Wyoming  presented  a point  of  attack  too  favor- 
able to  escape  the  attention  of  the  British  and  In- 
dian commanders  in  the  country  of  the  Six  Nations 
and  in  Canada.  They  were  also,  beyond  doubt, 
stimulated  to  undertake  an  expedition  against  it  by 
tlie  absconding  loyalists,  who  were  burning  with  a 
much  stronger  desire  to  avenge  what  they  conceived 
to  be  their  own  wrongs,  than  with  ardor  to  serve 
their  king. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  ever-memnrable 
expedition  of  col.  John  Butler,  with  bis  own  tory 
rangers,  a detachment  of  sir  John  Johnson’s  royal 
greens,  and  a large  body  of  Indians,  chiefly'  Sene- 
cas, was  undertaken  against  Wyoming,  early  in  the 
summer  of  1778,  and,  alas!  was  but  too  successful. 
The  forces  of  I be  invaders  were  estimated  by  some 
authorities  at  eleven  hundred,  seven  hundred  of  whom 
were  Indians.  Other  accounts  compute  the  Indians 
at  tour  hundred.  Opposed  to  those  forces  were  a 
company  of  some  forty  or  fifty  regulars,  under  capt. 
Revyett,  ami  such  numbers  of  the  militia,  heretofore 
described,  as  could  be  hastily  collected.  The  expe- 
dition of  (lie  enemy  moved  from  Niagara,  across  the 
Genesee  country,  and  down  the  Chemung  to  Tioga 
Point,  whence  they  embarked  upon  Ihe  Susquehan- 
na, and  landed  about  twenty  miles  above  Wyoming 
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— entering  the  valley  through  a notch  from  the  west, 
about  a mile  below  the  head  of  the  valley,  and  tak- 
ing possession  of  a small  defence  called  ForLWin- 
termoot,  after  the  name  of  its  proprietor,  an  opulent 
loyalist  of  that  town.  Col.  John  Butler  established 
his  head  quarters  at  this  place,  and  from  thence,  for 
several  days,  scouts  and  foraging  parties  were  sent 
out,  for  observation,  and  to  collect  provisions.  The 
enemy’s  arrival  at  Fort  Wintermoot,  which  was  on 
the  bank  of  the  river,  was  on  the  2d  of  J uly. 

The  dark  and  threatening  sayings  of  a drunken 
squaw,  who  with  a small  party  of  Indians  had  been 
straying  around  the  settlements,  had  awakened  some 
suspicions  that  an  attack  was  meditated  by  the  ene- 
my in  the  course  of  the  season,  and  a message  had 
been  sent  to  the  head  quarters  of  the  continental 
army,  early  in  June,  praying  for  a detachment  of 
troops  for  their  protection.  To  this  request  no  an- 
swer had  been  received.  To  fly,  however,  with 
their  women  and  children,  with  an  agile  enemy  upon 
their  very  heels  was  impossible,  even  had  the 
thought  been  entertained.  But  it  was  not.  The 
men  of  Wyoming,  and  the  boys  likewise,  were 
brave,  and  they  had  strong  confidence  that  they 
should  be  able  to  repel  the  invader.  No  sooner  was 
his  presence  known,  therefore,  than  the  militia  ra- 
pidly assembled  at  a defence  called  “Fort  Forty,” 
from  the  circumstance  that  forty  of  the  settlers  had 
originally  joined  their  efforts  in  its  erection,  situated 
immediately  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river,  some 
three  miles  north  of  Fort  Wyoming.  Small  garri- 
sons of  aged  men  were  left  in  the  other  feeble  forts  of 
the  colonists,  for  the  protection  of  the  women  and 
children  assembled  therein,  while  the  major  part  of 
those  capable  of  bearing  arms,  old  men  and  boys, 
fathers,  grand-fathers,  and  grand-sons,  assembled  at 
Fort  Forty  to  the  number  of  nearly  four  hundred. 

Col.  Zebulon  Butler,  heretofore  mentioned  as  a 
soldier  in  the  French  war,  and  as  being  placed  in  the 
commission  of  the  peace,  was  now  an  officer  in  the 
continental  army,  and,  happening  to  be  at  home  at 
the  time  of  the  invasion,  on  the  invitation  of  the 
people,  he  accepted  the  command.  A council  of 
war  was  called  on  the  morning  of  the  3d,  to  deter- 
mine upon  the  expediency  of  marching  out,  and  giv- 
ing the  enemy  battle,  or  of  awaiting  his  advance. — 
There  were  some  who  preferred  delay,  in  the  hope 
that  a reinforcement  would  arrive  from  the  camp  of 
gen.  Washington.  Others  maintained  that,  as  no 
advices  had  been  received  from  thence  in  reply  to 
their  application,  the  messenger  had  probably  been 
cut  off;  and  as  the  enemy’s  force  was  constantly  in- 
creasing, they  thought  it  best  to  meet  and  repel  him 
at  once  if  possible.  The  debates  were  warm;  and 
before  they  were  ended,  five  commissioned  officers, 
who,  hearing  of  the  anticipated  invasion,  had  ob- 
tained permission  to  return  for  the  defence  of  their 
families,  joined  them.  Their  arrival  extinguished 
the  hope  of  present  succor,  and  the  result  of  the 
council  was  a determination  for  an  immediate  attack. 

As  soon  as  the  proper  dispositions  could  be  made, 
col.  Zebulon  Butler  placed  himself  at  the  head  of 
the  undisciplined  force  and  led  them  forward,  the 
design  being  to  take  the  enemy  by  surprise.  And 
such  would  probably  have  been  the  issue  but  for 
the  occurrence  of  one  of  those  untoward  incidents 
against  which  human  wisdom  cannot  guard.  A scout, 
having  been  sent  forward  to  reconnoitre,  found  the 
enemy  at  dinner,  not  anticipating  an  attack,  and  in 
high  and  frolicsome  glee.  But,  on  its  return  to  re- 
port the  fact,  the  scout  was  fired  upon  by  a strag- 
gling Indian,  which  gave  the  alarm.  The  conse- 
quence was,  that,  on  the  approach  of  the  Americans, 
they  found  the  enemy  in  line,  ready  for  their  recep- 
tion. Col.  Z.  Butler  commanded  the  right  of  the 
Americans,  aided  by  major  Garratt.  The  left  was 
commanded  by  col.  Dennison,  of  the  Wyoming  mi- 
litia, assisted  by  lieut  col.  Dorrance.  Opposed  to 
the  right  of  the  Americans,  and  also  resting  upon 
the  bank  of  the  river,  was  col.  John  Butler,  with  his 
rangers.  The  right  of  the  enemy  resting  upon,  or 
rather  extending  into  a marsh,  was  composed  prin- 
cipally of  Indians  and  tories,  led  by  a celebrated  Se- 
neca chief  named  Gi-en-gwah-toh,  or,  He  who-goes- 
in- the -smoke.  The  field  of  battle  was  a plain,  partly 
improved  and  partly  covered  with  scrub  oaks  and 
yellow  pine.  The  action  began  soon  after  4 o’clock 
in  the  afternoon,  and  was  for  a time  kept  up  on  both 
sides  with  great  spirit.  The  right  of  the  Americans 
advanced  bravely  as  they  fired,  and  the  best  troops 
of  the  enemy  were  compelled  to  give  back.  But 
while  the  advantages  were  thus  with  the  Americans 
on  the  right,  far  different  was  the  case  on  the  left. 
Penetrating  the  thicket  of  the  swamp,  a heavy  body 
of  the  Indians  were  enabled,  unperceived,  to  out- 
flank colonel  Dennison,  and  suddenly,  like  a dark 
cloud,  to  fall  upon  his  rear.  The  Americans  thus 
standing  between  two  fires,  fell  fast  before  the  rifles 
of  the  Indians  and  tories;  but  yet  they  faltered  not, 
until  an  order  from  col.  Dennison  to  “fall  back,”  for 
the  purpose  only  of  changing  position,  was  mistaken 


for  an  order  to  retreat.  The  misconception  was  fa-', 
tal.  The  confusion  instantly  became  so  great  that 
restoration  to  order  was  impossible.  The  enemy, 
not  more  brave,  but  better  skilled  in  the  horrid  trade 
of  savage  war,  and  far  more  numerous  withal,  sprang 
forward,  and,  as  they  made  the  air  resound  witt) 
their  frightful  yells,  rushed  upon  the  American^ 
hand  to  hand,  tomahawk  and  spear.  But  the  hand 
ful  of  regulars,  and  those  who  were  not  at  firs l 
thrown  into  confusion,  did  all  that  men  could  do  to 
retrieve  the  fortunes  of  the  day.  Observing  one  cf 
his  men  to  yield  a little  ground,  col.  Dorrance  call AJ 
to  him,  with  the  utmost  coolness,  “stand  up  to  voilr 
work,  sir!”  The  colonel  immediately  fell.  As  thfc 
enemy  obtained  the  rear;  an  officer  notified  captah 
Hewett  of  the  fact,  and  enquired,  “shall  we  retreat, 
sir?”  “I’ll  be  d — d if  I do,”  was  his  repiy,  and  te 
fell  instantly  dead  at  the  head  of  his  little  commanj. 
The  retreat  now  became  a flight,  attended  with  hof- 
rible  carnage.  “We  are  nearly  alonp,”  said  an  on- 
cer named  Westbrook,  “shall  we  go?”  “I’ll  have 
one  more  shot,”  said  a Mr.  Cooper,  in  reply.  At 
the  same  instant  a savage  sprang  towards  him  with 
his  spear,  but  he  was  brought  to  the  ground  in  t)is 
leap,  and  Cooper  deliberately  re-loaded  his  piece  be- 
fore he  moved.  On  the  first  discovery  of  the  con- 
fusion on  the  left,  colonel  Zebulon  Butler  rode  inlo 
the  thickest  of  the  melee,  exclaiming,  “don’t  leave 
me,  my  children!  The  victory  will  yet  be  ours.” 
But  numbers  and  discipline,  and  the  Indians  to  boot, 
were  against  the  Americans,  and  their  rout  was 
complete. 

During  the  flight  to  Fort  Forty,  the  scene  was  that 
of  horrible  slaughter.  Nor  did  the  darkness  put  an 
end  to  the  work  of  death.  No  assault  was  made 
upon  the  fort  that  night,  but  many  of  the  prisoners 
taken  were  put  to  death  by  torture.  The  place  of 
Ihese  murders  was  about  two  miles  north  of  Fort 
Forty,  upon  a rock,  around  which  the  Indians  form- 
ed themselves  in  a circle.  The  prisoners  were 
placed  upon  the  rock,  and  the  squaws  struck  their 
heads  open  with  the  tomahawk.  It  has  been  said, 
both  in  tradition  and  in  print,  that  the  priestess  of 
this  bloody  sacrifice  was  the  celebrated  Catharine 
Montour,  sometimes  called  queen  Esther,  whose  re- 
sidence was  at  Catharinestown,  at  the  head  of  Se- 
neca lake.  But  we  cannot  believe  the  tale.  Ca- 
tharine Montour  was  a half-breed,  who  had  been 
well  educated  in  Canada.  Her  reputed  father  was 
one  of  the  French  governors,  probably  count  Fron- 
tignac,  and  she  herself  was  a lady  of  comparative 
refinement.  She  was  much  caressed  in  Philadel- 
phia, and  mingled  in  the  best  societj’.  Hence  we 
have  not  the  remotest  belief  that  she  was  the  Hecate 
of  that  fell  night — a night,  indeed,  of  terror,  for 
— “Sounds  that  mingled  laugh,  and  shout,  and  stream, 

To  freeze  the  blood  in  one  discordant  jar, 

Rung  the  pealing  thunderbolts  of  war. 

Whoop  after  whoop  with  rack  the  ear  assailed, 

As  if  unearthly  fiends  had  burst  their  bar; 

While  rapidly  the  marksman’s  shot  prevailed; 

And  aye,  as  if  for  death,  some  lonely  trumpet  wailed!’’ 

When  the  numbers  are  taken  into  the  account, 
the  slaughter  on  this  occasion  was  dreadful.  The 
five  officers  who  arrived  from  the  continental  army 
on  the  morning  of  the  battle  were  all  slain.  Capt. 
Hewett,  who  fell,  had  a son  in  the  battle  with  him, 
aged  eighteen.  Captain  Aholiah  Buck,  and  his  son, 
aged  only  fourteen,  were  both  slain.  Anderson 
Dana,  the  representative  of  the  valley  in  the  Con- 
necticut legislature,  had  returned  from  the  session 
just  in  season  to  fight  and  fall.  His  son-in-law, 
Stephen  Whiting,  who  had  been  married  to  his 
daughter  but  a few  months  before,  went  into  the 
battle  with  him,  and  was  also  slain.  There  was  a 
large  family  named  Gore,  one  of  whom  was  with  the 
continental  army.  Those  at  home,  five  brothers 
and  two  biothers-in-law,  went  into  the  battle,  andof 
these,  five  were  dead  upon  the  field  at  night,  a sixth 
was  wounded,  and  only  one  escaped  unhurt.  Of  the 
family  of  Mr.  Weeks,  seven  went  into  the  battle, 
viz:  five  sons  and  sons-in-law,  and  two  inmates. 
Not  one  of  the  number  escaped.  These  are  but  a 
few  instances  of  many,  which  we  have  selected  for 
the  purpose  of  showing  how  general  was  the  rush 
to  the  field,  and  how  direful  the  carnage. 

Our  friend  Charles  Miner  has  thus  eloquently  de- 
scribed the  closing  scene  of  that  day,  as  toward 
nightfall  the  fugitives  came  flying  for  shelter  to  the 
little  forts.  “The  ravenous  vulture  was  seen  wheel- 
ing aloft,  ready  to  pounce  on  the  nest  of  the  peace- 
ful dove.  The  war-whoop  and  the  scalp-yell  of  the 
savage  Mohawk  resounded  through  the  valley. 
These  were  fiends  who  rip  up  with  merciless  cruel- 
ty, the  teeming  mother — who  strike  the  gray-haired 
father  to  the  earth,  and  dash  out  (he  infant’s  brains 
on  the  door-post.  This  was  the  terrible  enemy  that 
came  down  upon  us  in  overwhelming  numbers. 
The  battle  was  lost.  Naked,  panting  and  bloody--- 
a few  who  had  escaped  came  rushing  into  Wilkes- 
barre  Fort,  where,  trembling  with  anxiety,  the  wo- 


men and  children  were  gathered,  waiting  the  dread 
issue.  The  appalling  ‘all  is  lost’  proclaimed  their 
utter  destitution.  They  fly  to  the  mountains — even- 
ing is  approaching — the  dreary  swamp  and  shades 
of  death  before  them — the  victorious  hell-hounds 
are  opening  on  their  track.  Behold  that  aged  sire 
climbing  the  hill,  a little  boy  clinging  to  his  side. 
See  that  mother  following  his  uncertain  steps,  an  in- 
fant on  her  bosom,  and  leading  a little  girl  by  the 
hand;  they  have  neither  bread  nor  shelter.  She 
looks  back  on  the  valley — all  around  the  flames  of 
desolation  are  kindling;  she  casts  her  eye  in  the 
range  of  the  battle  field;  numerous  fires  speak  their 
own  horrid  purpose.  She  listens!  The  exulting  yell 
of  the  savage  strikes  her  ear!  Again — a shriek  of 
agonizing  wo!  Who  is  the  sufferer?  It  is  her  hus- 
band! the  father  of  her  children!!” 

“O  God,  who  art  the  widow’s  friend, 

Be  thou  her  comforter.” 


MASSACHUSETTS  CHARITABLE  MECHA- 
NIC ASSOCIATION. 

From  the  Boston  Mias,  of  October  4. 

The  trienniel  festival  of  the  Massachusetts  Cha- 
ritable Mechanic  Association  was  celebrated  yester- 
day by  public  services  at  the  Odeon,  and  a dinner 
at  Faneuil.  The  oration  was  delivered  by  the  hon. 
James  T.  Austin,  and  was  a production  of  unu- 
sual interest  and  usefulness.  A large  number  of 
distinguished  invited  guests  joined  in  the  proces- 
sion, and  numerous  delegates  were  present  from 
other  associations  of  a similar  character.  His  ex- 
cellency the  governor  was  absent  from  the  city,  and 
the  association  were  unfortunately  deprived  of  the 
preasure  of  his  company. 

The  festivities  at  the  table  were  of  the  most  in- 
teresting character.  The  entire  lower  floor  of  the 
hall,  and  a large  portion  of  the  galleries,  were  occu- 
pied by  the  tables,  and  nearly  every  seat  was  filled. 
The  hall  was  decorated  with  banners  and  emblems 
in  beautiful  style.  On  the  opposite  side  of  the  gal- 
leries, were  the  names  of  the  past  presidents  of  the 
association,  in  large  ornamented  letters;  on  the  west- 
ern end,  a superb  arch  bearing  the  name  of  the  as- 
sociation, the  year  of  its  origin,  and  the  names  of 
the  vice  presidents,  secretaries  and  treasurers;  on 
the  eastern  end,  the  words  agriculture,  mechanic 
arts  and  commerce,  with  suitable  emblems  overeach 
word,  selected  from  the  articles  exhibited  in  the  fair. 
On  the  right  of  the  president’s  chair  was  the  name 
of  Fulton,  and  on  the  left  that  of  Franklin,  each 
painted  in  large  letters,  and  encircled  with  appro- 
priate emblems.  The  dome  of  the  hall  was  also  de- 
corated with  festooned  banners,  and  a profusion  of 
beautiful  flowers,  from  Winship’s  gardens,  adorned 
the  tables. 

The  dinner  was  provided  by  Mr.  John  Wright  of 
the  Tontine  restorature,  and  it  was  indeed  a feast 
worthy  of  the  occasion.  The  tables  were  set  in 
splendid  style,  and  were  provided  with  every  deli- 
cacy that  the  market  and  the  season  can  afford. — 
Every  thing  was  prepared  to  the  entire  satisfaction 
of  the  company,  and  we  mean  no  empty  compliment 
when  we  say,  that  it  was  really  the  most  successful 
public  dinner  that  has  ever  been  provided  in  that 
hall,  on  any  ocasion.  The  superior  management 
and  perfect  good  taste  manifested  by  Mr.  Wright, 
must  establish  his  fame,  as  a caterer,  on  a firm  foun- 
dation; and  we  trust  that  he  will  reap  a rich  and 
substantial  reward. 

The  regular  toasts  were  announced  by  George 
Darracott,  the  president  of  the  association. 

The  firsttoast  made  honorable  mention  ofthe  hon. 
John  Quincy  Adams,  and  the  announcement  of  his 
name  was  received  with  great  enthusiasm  by  the  as- 
sembly. The  venerable  ex-president  was  present, 
and  when  he  stood  up  to  respond  to  the  call,  every 
person  present  rose,  almost  simultaneously,  and 
greeted  him  with  three  hearty  cheers. 

It  was  so  late  an  hour  when  the  assembly  broke 
up  that  we  had  neither  time  nor  space  to  give  any 
of  the  remarks  made  on  this  occasion,  at  length,  al- 
though w'e  took  lull  notes  of  what  was  said  by  every 
speaker.  We  must  content  ourselves  by  saying  that 
the  addresses  were  all  remarkably  happy  and  spirit- 
ed. Every  body  was  full  of  thought  and  feeling, 
and  the  generous  impulse  of  each  heart  poured  forth 
in  words  as  naturally  as  the  rill  flows  from  the  moun- 
tain side. 

Mr.  Adams  spoke  with  much  feeling.  He  alluded 
very  happily  to  the  progress  made  in  the  mechanic 
arts,  within  the  period  of  his  recollection,  and  con- 
cluded by  offering  the  following  sentiment: 

The  union  cf  the  arts  and  charity — The  arts,  the 
pride  ofthe  human  intellect;  charity,  the  glory  of 
the  human  heart. 

Signor  De  Begnis,  by  request  of  the  president, 
then  favored  the  company  with  a humorous  song, 
which  was  received  with  much  applause. 

The  second  regular  toast  alluded  to  governor  Eve- 
rett. It  declared  that  the  mechanics  of  Massachu- 
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setts  were  proud  to  exhibit  such  a specimen  of  a 
workingman, and  challenged  competition  to  produce 
a better  article.  It  was  regretted  that  his  excellen- 
cy was  not  present  to  respond  to  the  sentiment. 

The  third  toast  was  on  the  subject  of  universal 
education,  and  called  out  the  Iron.  Josiah  Quincy. 
He  made  a good  speech,  and  gave  the  following  ex- 
cellent sentiment: 

The  elements  of  social  greatness  and  success — 
Labor,  ingenuity  and  enterprise — May  their  honors 
be  abundant,  and  their  rewards  transcendent. 

The  president  then  called  upon  H.  J.  Finn,  esq. 
one  of  the  invited  guests,  for  a song.  Mr.  Finn,  he 
said,  was  the  distinguished  gentleman  who  had  in- 
vented the  rowlocks. — Mr.  Finn  rose  and  said  he 
was  much  obliged  to  the  gentleman  for  pulling  in 
his  oar  so  handsomely — and  sung  a most  capital  ori- 
ginal song,  full  of  wit  and  puns;  and  sat  down  amidst 
the  loud  and  prolonged  applause  of  the  assembly. — . 
We  endeavored  to  obtain  a copy  of  it,  but  it  had 
been  handed  to  some  other  member  of  the  press  be- 
fore we  applied. 

The  next  regular  toast  was  complimentary  to  the 
city,  and  the  mechanics  of  Boston.  His  honor  the 
mayor,  responded  to  this  sentiment  in  his  usual  feli- 
citous style.  He  spoke  particular  ly  of  the  wonder- 
ful improvements  made  in  the  mechanic  arts,  within 
a few  years,  as  manifested  by  the  articles  exhibited 
at  the  fair.  He  gave  the  following: 

The  spirit  of  improvement — Moral,  intellectual' 
and  physical — the  improvement  of  Boston  mecha- 
nics. 

Mr.  Seguin  was  then  called  upon  for  a song,  and 
gave  one  of  his  beautiful  melodies,  which  was  much 
admired. 

The  orator  of  the  day  was  next  toasted.  Mr.  Aus-( 
tin  responded  to  the  compliment  in  a brief  but  for- 
cible and  energetic  speech,  which  we  should  he; 
very  glad  to  give  entire  if  time  would  permit.  He 
gave  a sentiment  which  we  were  unable  to  hear. 

A comic  duett  was  then  sung  by  Signor  De  BegJ 
nis  and  Mr.  Seguin,  which  was  received  with  rap- 
turous applause.  Mr.  Chickering  presided  at  the 
ptano  iCt  te. 

The  subject  of  the  next  toast  was  the  original 
members  of  the  association.  The  president  intro- 
duced this  toast  by  giving  a sketch  of  the  origin 
and  history  of  the  Mechanic  association — throwing 
in  some  reminiscences  of  past  times — and  without 
designing  to  do  so,  made  one  of  the  best  speeches 
that  was  delivered  on  the  occasion. 

The  venerable  major  Russell,  one  of  the  original 
members  of  the  association,  was  called  out  by  a 
toast,  and  made  some  remarks  that  we  could  not 
hear.  He  gave  the  following  characteristic  senti- 
ment: 

The  mechanics  of  small  days  and  small  things 
say  to  the  mechanics  of  these  days,  “be  sure  you’re 
right,  then  go  a head.” 

Mr.  Andrews,  by  request,  then  sung  an  amusing 
original  song,  commencing  “When  I was  bound  ap- 
prentice,” in  capital  style,  and  put  the  whole  as- 
sembly into  most  admirable  humor. 

A toast  highly  complimentary  to  the  hon.  Thomas 
H.  Perkins  was  introduced,  by  presenting  to  the 
members  of  the  association  two  baskets  of  splendid 
grapes  from  that  gentleman’s  conservatory.  Mr. 
Perkins  was  prevented  from  joining  in  the  festivi- 
ties of  the  day  by  ill  health. 

The  next  toast  was  directed  to  the  representatives 
in  congress  from  Massachusetts.  The  hon.  Caleb 
Cushing  responded  to  this  sentiment  in  behalf  of  his 
colleagues,  in  a speech  of  great  force  and  brillancy, 
and  was  repeatedly  interrupted  by  bursts  of  ap- 
plause. Mr.  Cushing  gave  as  a sentiment: 

Agriculture,  mechanic  arts  and  commerce — The 
golden  tripod  which  sustains  the  meterial  prosperity 
of  Massachusetts. 

William  Sturgis,  esq.  responded  to  a toast  compli- 
mentary to  the  merchant,  in  his  usual  frank  and 
hearty  style,  and  gave  the  following: 

Equal  rights — The  right  of  the  employer  to  have 
his  work  faithfully  done,  and  the  right  of  the  em- 
ployed to  have  it  promptly  paid  for. 

Our  mother  country  was  next  toasted.  The  sen- 
timent was,  that  united  by  steam,  nothing  would 
ever  divide  us.  The  band  played  “God  save  the 
queen,”  and  “Yankee  Doodle.” 

Colly  Grattan,  esq.  the  distinguished  author  of 
“High-ways  and  By-ways,”  and  at  present  the  Bri- 
tish consul  at  this  port,  was  present,  and  responded 
to  this  toast  in  a very  neat  and  appropriate  speech, 
which  was  received  with  the  greatest  enthnsiasm. 
The  assembly  rose  up  when  his  name  was  announc- 
ed, and  gave  him  three  cheers  when  be  commenc- 
ed speaking  and  when  he  closed.  Mr.  Grattan  gave 
the  following  sentiment: 

The  fair  of  Boston,  in  the  most  comprehensive 
sense  of  the  term — The  fair,  the  triumph  of  art,  and 
the  fair  sex,  the  master  piece  of  nature. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Buckingham  then  offered  the  following: 


John  Bull  and  Brother  Jonathan — So  long  as  the 
old  gentleman  sends  us  such  specimens  of  taste,  re- 
finement and  eloquence,  his  nephews  will  be  sure 
to  run  through  “High-ways  and  By-ways”  to  bid 
hin  welcome. 

The  speaker  of  the  Massachusetts  house  of  re- 
presentatives was  complimented  in  a very  delicate 
and  ingenious  manner  in  the  next  regular  toast;  and 
Mr.  Winthrop  met  this  call  with  that  promptness 
for  which  he  is  so  much  distinguished.  He  made 
a brief  speech — grave  and  gay  by  turns — and  gave 
the  annexed. 

The  combination  of  intelligent  and  thinking  mind, 
witn  the  laborious  arm:  the  great  result  of  the  tri- 
umphs of  liberty,  the  great  cause  of  the  triumphs  of 
labor. 


COLONIZATION  AND  THE  SLAVE  TRADE. 

Colonization  has  often  been  charged  with  being 
the  landmaid  of  slavery,  and  the  colonies  with  se- 
cretly abetting  the  slave  trade.  The  annexed  very 
interesting  letter  from  governor  Buchanan,  of  Libe- 
ria, to  rev.  Dr.  Proudfit,  corresponding  secretary  of 
the  N.  York,  Colonization  society,  places  the  sub- 
ject in  its  true  light.  Let  the  African  coast  be  oc- 
cupied with  colonies  like  those  of  Liberia  and  Cape 
Palmas,  and  the  slave  trade  would  be  forever  anni- 
hilated. We  doubt  if  it  can  be  done  in  any  other 
way, — at  least  for  many  years  to  rorae. 

In  spite  of  the  most  vigilant  efforts  of  the  Bri- 
tish cruisers  for  many  years  past,  it  is  said  the 
abominable  traffic  is  carried  on  now  to  a greater 
extent  than  at  any  former  period.  Annexed  is  gov. 
Buchanan’s  letter,  above  alluded  to. 

[A.  V.  Journal  Com. 

Monrovia,  13 th  August,  1839. 

Reverend  and  dear  friend.  You  are  already 
aware  of  my  early  steps  against  the  slave  trade — 
the  manifestos  and  proclamations  with  which  I at- 
tempted to  drive  the  slavers  from  our  waters,  and 
put  an  end  to  every  kind  of  intercourse  between 
them  and  our  citizens; — but  I have  now  to  inform 
you  of  more  serious  measures  and  more  successful 
results — I mean  more  successfully  only  as  regards 
the  slavers — with  the  colonists,  the  simple  prohibi- 
tion has  been  all  sufficient. 

A slaver,  who  had  established  himself  at  Little 
Bassa,  and  continued  his  wicked  business  in  defi- 
ance of  repeated  orders  from  uiy  predecessor  to  re- 
move, was  formally  notified  soon  after  my  arrival 
here,  (o  leave,  under  penalty  of  the  confiscation  of 
his  property. 

At  the  same  time,  he  was  distinctly  informed, 
that  Little  Bassa  was  within  our  territorial  juris- 
diction, where,  by  the  laws  of  the  colony,  all  slave 
dealing  was  prohibited.  At  first,  he  seemed  quite 
ready  to  comply  with  this  reasonable  order,  and  beg- 
ged permission  to  remain  only  until  he  could  pro- 
cure the  means  of  removing  his  property.  This 
was  granted,  on  condition  that  while  he  remained, 
he  should  not  deal  with  the  natives  except  so  far  as 
to  procure  articles  of  food  for  his  family. 

Instead,  however,  of  removing,  he  set  himself 
about  enlarging  and  fortifying  his  place — increas- 
ing the  means  of  his  business  and  engaging  the  na- 
tive princes  to  defend  and  protect  him.  To  my 
subsequent  orders  he  paid  no  attention,  feeling 
himself  now  too  strong  to  regard  my  threats,  and 
continued  purchasing  and  shipping  slaves  as  be- 
fore. After  waiting  a sufficient  time  to  see  that 
mere  words,  or  even  threats,  were  without  effect,  I 
despatched  an  armed  force  under  the  direction  of 
the  marshal  of  the  colony,  to  seize  his  property, 
destroy  the  baracoon,  and  release  the  slaves.  Strict 
orders  were  given  to  the  marshal,  to  use  no  vio- 
lence in  the  execution  of  his  duty,  unless  opposed 
by  force.  On  the  approach  of  the  expedition,  the 
slaver  ran  away,  taking  his  slaves,  about  34  in 
number, — and  the  baracoon  was  taken  possession 
of  without  resistance.  It  was  soon  found,  how- 
ever, that  the  slaver  had  no  intention  of  quietly 
yielding  his  property  and  abandoning  his  profitable 
business.  After  getting  the  slaves  out  of  the  way, 
his  allies,  the  natives,  came  up  in  great  numbers, 
and  commenced  a furious  attack  on  ail  sides  of  the 
baracoon. 

In  the  meantime  two  small  colonial  vessels  that  I 
had  despatched  with  an  extra  supply  of  ammuni- 
tion, Re.  were  compelled  to  put  back  through  stress 
of  weather,  without  reaching  their  destination. 
But  by  a remarkable  Providence,  an  American 
slave  vessel  fell  into  my  hands  the  same  day,  in 
which  I immediately  embarked  with  a small  suite 
and  a quantity  of  ammunition,  and  proceeded  to 
Little  Bassa,  where  1 arrived  on  Friday  morning, 
almost  at  the  moment  the  attack  commenced.  We 
landed  in  the  face  of  the  enemy,  who  occupied  the 
beach  and  the  wood  skirting  the  path  which  led  to 
the  baracoon.  It  was  apparently  a hazardous  at- 
tempt, but  by  a judicious  sortie  from  the  baracoon, 
and  a well  timed  fire  from  our  boats,  we  succeeded 


in  landing  and  reaching  the  baracoon  in  safefy-= 
not  a man  was  hurt.  The  men  in  the  baracoon  had 
been  hotly  pressed  all  the  morning,  and  their  small 
stock  of  ammunition  was  nearly  expended,  when 
a good  supply  was  thus  providentially  afforded 
them.  The  fight  continued  with  little  remission 
throughout  the  day,  hut  we  did  not  act  only  on  the 
defensive.  Several  successful  charges  were  made 
in  the  woods — by  which  the  natives  were  driven 
back  and  suffered  severely.  The  next  morning  the 
battle  was  renewed  by  the  natives,  but  with  less 
vigor  than  before;  our  men  returned  the  fire  with 
interest,  and  soon  made  them  retreat  deeper  into 
the  woods,  whence  they  returned  occasionally, 
keeping  carefully  under  cover  of  the  skirt  of  the 
wood,  and  fired  into  the  baracoon. 

Finding  the  war  likely  to  be  protracted,  and  be- 
ing threatened  with  additional  enemies  from  the 
leeward,  I returned  to  Monrovia  in  the  schooner 
and  brought  down  a re- enforcement  with  two  field 
pieces  and  a large  supply  of  ammunition,  but  by 
this  time  the  natives  had  grown  heartly  tired  of 
fighting  “Merica  man”  and  had  drawn  off  to  their 
towns.  I then  despatched  messages  to  king  Bah 
Gay  and  Prince,  the  authors  of  the  war,  demanding 
the  immediate  surrender  of  the  slaves  taken  from 
the  baracoon,  as  (he  only  condition  on  which  I 
would  grant  them  peace — and  threatening  in  case 
of  their  non-compliance,  to  carry  war  into  the 
heart  of  their  country  and  punish  them  effectually 
for  their  attack  on  us.  These  messages  produced 
the  desired  result,  and  the  next  day  I had  the  plea- 
sure of  receiving  four  slaves  from  Bah  Gay,  and 
dictating  to  him  a treaty,  by  which  he  bound  him- 
self to  deal  no  more  in  slaves — to  regard  the  authori- 
ty and  laws  of  the  colony  as  supreme  in  the  territory 
of  Little  Bassa — to  make  no  more  war  without  our 
permission — and  to  comperisatesuch  of  the  colonists 
as  had  property  destroyed  by  his  people  during  the 
war.  Prince  did  not  come  down,  though  he  sent 
his  principal  chief  and  a party  of  men, who  gave 
the  most  solemn  assurances  that  Prince  would  be 
there  before  the  next  morning  with  the  remainder 
of  the  slaves.  He  did  not  come  however,  but  sent 
word  that  he  would  deliver  up  the  slaves  as  soon  as 
they  could  be  collected  from  their  several  places  of 
concealment. 

Having  thus  put  an  end  to  the  war,  and  effectual- 
ly broken  up  the  slave  trade,  we  returned  in  tri- 
umph home — not  exactly  in  the  Roman  style,  with 
captives  in  our  train,  but  with  four  young  freed- 
men,  released  by  us  from  the  middle  passage  and 
the  miseries  of  a hopeless  bondage.  During  the 
whole  of  this  contest,  we  lost  not  a single  man — 
and  had  but  five  or  six  wounded — one,  a native  la- 
borer, mortally;  while  the  loss  of  the  enemy,  ac- 
cording to  their  own  account,  which  is  no  doubt 
much  underrated— was  ten  killed,  and  twenty  wound- 
ed. But  the  Lord  of  Hosts  was  on  our  side,  and 
His  right  arm  was  bared  in  our  defence — otherwise 
we  could  not  thus  have  triumphed  over  such  vast 
numbers  as  were  gathered  against  us,  and  come  off 
from  the  fight  without  losing  any  of  our  people. 
Verily  the  victory  is  His — to  Him  be  all  the  glory 
and  praise. 

To  the  pious  heart  it  is  always  gratifying  to  ob- 
serve the  faith  of  God’s  people  in  times  of  peculiar 
danger  and  trial.  A day  of  fasting  and  prayer  was 
observed  in  this  place  for  our  success  and  safe  re- 
turn, while  we  were  engaged  in  fighting — and  it 
was  observed  at  the  time  as  a remarkable  circum- 
stance, that  in  nearly  every  prayer  publicly  offered, 
the  strongest  confidence  was  expressed  that  none  of 
us  would  be  killed  in  our  righteous  warfare.  How 
wonderfully  was  the  faith  of  these  praying  Chris- 
tians rewarded! 

The  vessel  I spoke  of  having  so  opportunely  got 
possession  of,  was  the  Euphrates,  of  Baltimore, 
which  has  been  engaged  in  the  slave  trade  on  this 
coast  under  American  colors  since  early  in  Februa- 
ry last. 

She  was  brought  in  here  by  sir  Francis  Russell, 
commanding  H.  B.  M.  brig  Harlequin,  and  deli- 
vered to  me,  as  on  account  of  her  being  American, 
she  was  beyond  his  jurisdiction.  I am  about  to 
send  her  to  the  United  States  for  trial,  and  though 
she  had  no  slaves  on  board  when  captured,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  of  her  condemnation,  as  the  proof 
of  her  being  a slaver  is  indubitable.  Too  long  have 
a set  of  renegadoes  and  outlaws  of  all  nations  been 
permitted  with  impunity  to  use  the  name  and  au- 
thority of  the  United  States  on  this  coast  for  the 
prosecution  of  the  slave  trade.  My  heart  is  pained 
at  the  atrocities  committed  here  under  the  sanction 
of  my  country’s  (lag.  My  cheek  burns  with  shame 
when  I hear  the  just  reproaches  cast  upon  the 
proud  name  of  A merica  for  the  deeds  of  villany  and 
blood  committed  under  color  of  her  authority  and 
protection;  and  shall  I be  blamed  for  daring  to  vin- 
dicate the  honor  of  my  country  and  defending  the 
rights  of  wretched  Africa? 


103 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— OCT.  12,  1839— SUB-TREASURY  PROPOSITION. 


With  regard  toffhe  state  of  affairs  at  Bassa  Cove, 
lean  say  very  little.  Every  thing  appears  to  be 
going  on  much  as  when  1 last  wrote.  The  people 
are  industriously  engaged  on  their  farms,  but  ow- 
ing to  the  untoward  circumstances  of  the  past  year 
they  are  exposed  to  great  difficulties  in  a pecuniary 
point  of  view.  They  preserve  their  spirits  how- 
ever, and  look  l'orward  with  confidence  to  better 
times. 

Present  my  very  kind  regards  to  Mrs.  P.  and  the 
other  members  of  your  family;  also  to  the  gentle- 
men of  the  board,  and  believe  me,  dear  sir,  most  af- 
fectionately and  respectfully  your  Christian  friend, 
(Signed)  THOMAS  BUCHANAN. 

Rev.  A Proudfit , D.  D.  cor.  sec.  fyc.  New  York. 

From  the  Commercial  Advertiser. 

Messrs.  Editors:  In  noticing  the  arrival  of  the 
captured  slave  schooner  Euphrates  at  Philadelphia, 
you  say  that  she  was  given  up  to  governor  Buchan- 
an, United  States  consul  at  Monrovia,  &c.  Mr. 
Buchanan  is  not  consul,  but  agent  for  recaptured 
Africans  in  Liberia,  appointed  by  the  president  un- 
der the  act  of  March  3,  1819.  This  act  authorises 
the  sending  to  Liberia  of  Africans  captured  by  our 
cruisers  under  the  laws  for  the  suppression  of  the 
slave  trade,  or  those  illegally  introduced  into  the 
United  States. 

The  most  prosperous  settlement  in  Liberia  is 
composed  in  part  of  Africans  so  restored.  Princi- 
pally Eboes  and  Congoes.  They  number  about  300 
and  are  making  rapid  progress  in  civilization.  Near- 
ly one-fifth  of  them  have  been  converted,  and  are 
orderly  members  of  churches. 

In  the  last  expedition  of  the  Saluda  were  seven 
men  natives  of  the  Mozambique  coast,  taken  by  the 
marshal  of  Florida  under  the  act  referred  to,  and 
sent  to  join  this  settlement.  Land  is  allotted  to 
them  the  same  as  to  our  own  people,  and  the  same 
attention  is  paid  to  their  comfort.  Yours,  &c. 

S.  WILKESON, 

General  agent  American  colonization  society . 


FOREIGN  EXTRACTS. 

Chartist  national  convention.  This  imposing  as- 
sembly resumed  its  sittings  on  Wednesday,  (Aug. 
2Sth),  at  the  Arundel  coffee  house,  instead  of  their 
former  rendezvous,  the  Dr.  Johnson’s  tavern;  the 
landlord  of  the  latter  having  compelled  them  to 
evacuate,  in  consequence  of  arrears  of  rent,  as  well 
as  of  the  discredit  into  which  their  proceedings  had 
brought  his  house.  It  seems,  however,  that  even 
in  their  new  location  they  are  scarcely  able  to  mus- 
ter half  a dozen  members — a number  insufficient  to 
proceed  with  the  ordinary  business;  and  these  are 
linked  by  so  slender  a thread  that  a few  days  may 
probably  see  them  dispersed.  They  now  deliberate 
within  closed  doors!  A determination  is  still  pro- 
fessed to  raise  recruits  for  the  re-embodiment  of 
this  “convention,”  and  especially  by  Eeargus 
O’Connor. 

Manchester  corporation.  A levy  for  £2.3,000. 
On  Wednesday  evening  last,  a sheriff’s  officer,  ac- 
companied by  Mr.  George  Gill,  the  high  constable 
of  the  borough,  proceeded  to  the  warehouse  and 
cotton  mill  of  Mr.  George  Clark,  the  senior  church 
warden,  and  took  possession  of  the  warehouse,  by 
virtue  of  a warrant  of  distress  issuing  from  the  bo- 
rough court  for  the  sum  of  £23,000.  To  enable 
our  readers  to  understand  the  merits  of  this  extra- 
ordinary case,  some  explanation  is  necessary.  By 
the  general  municipal  act  of  1834,  it  is  imperative 
on  the  church  wardens  and  overseers  to  levy  a bo- 
rough rate  within  a certain  period  after  the  receipt 
of  the  mayor’s  demand  on  behalf  of  the  corporation. 
The  church  wardens  and  overseers  had  refused  to 
lay  any  rate  at  all  for  borough  purposes,  alleging 
that  the  charter  is  involved.  The  remedy  in  such 
cases  is  most  summary  against  refractory  officials, 
viz:  a warrant  of  distress  on  their  own  goods  and 
chattels.  This  has,  therefore,  after  every  other 
means  has  been  tried  to  obtain  the  money,  been 
done,  and  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  his  property 
will  be  sold  if  the  money  is  not  paid  forthwith. — 
Since  the  above  was  written,  we  learn  Mr.  Clark 
intends  to  replevy,  and  to  bring  the  matter  to  issue 
at  the  assizes.  The  officer  is  not.  in  possession  of 
the  mill,  to  prevent  which  Mr.  Clark  has  completely 
closed  it,  and  the  hands  to  the  number  of  some  hun- 
dreds, are  thus  temporarily  thrown  out  of  employ- 
ment. 

The  Napoleon  claim.  This  was  a claim  set  up 
by  the  family  of  Napoleon  for  the  amount  of  pay 
due  to  him  on  his  return  from  Egypt,  which,  being 
the  trifling  sum  of  750  francs,  he  had  never  thought 
proper  to  demand  of  the  government,  though  stand- 
ing to  his  credit  on  their  books.  This  small  sum, 
i:i  July,  1839,  amounted,  by  accumulation,  to 
15,000,000  francs!  equivalent  to  nearly  $3,000,000, 
and  was  thought  worth  contending  for.  Conse- 
quently Jerome  and  Joseph  Bonaparte,  as  the  only 
surviving  heirs  of  Napoleon,  brought  a suit  in  (he 


French  courts  for  the  sum,  and,  after  a long  ex 
amination,  it  was  decided  against  them,  on  the 
ground  that  by  the  9th  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ffln- 
tainbleau,  in  1814,  Napoleon  surrendered  to  the 
government  of  France  his  “extraordinary  and  pri 
vate  domains.  I 


STATISTICS  OF  LUXURIES. 

From  the  Boston  Transcript. 

Under  this  caption  we  find  some  elaborate  tqDles 
and  calculations  in  the  last  number  of  Dr.  Aicott’s 
“Library  of  Health,”  which,  though  mixed  in  with 
theories,  regarded  by  most  people  as  apocryphal! and 
by  some  as  absurd,  are  nevertheless  val liable, Ito  a 
certain  extent,  in  themselves,  though  their  currency 
may  be  injured  by  the  stamp  which  theorists  ljake 
on  their  surface.  The  doctor’s  theories  are  notjiurs, 
but  that  is  no  reason  why  his  statistics  should  not  be 
made  available.  We  can  melt  them  down. 

His  list  of  luxuries  will  be  dissented  from,  (b  be- 
gin with.  These  are  not  only  tea,  coffee,  tobacco, 
spirits,  wine,  beer,  but  also  sugar,  molasses  aim  salt. 
He  hints  himself  that  these  last  three,  “in  till  pre- 
sent dearth  of  true  lighten  the  subject,”  may  ijardly 
deserve  to  come  under  this  enumeration.”  This, 
however,  doesn’t  affect  the  question  of  the  amount 
of  consumption,  which  is  stated  for  account  of  the 
three  countries — Great  Britain,  France  and  the 
United  States.  We  then  have  this  table  of  (he  pro- 
portion consumed  by  each  million  of  (he  populatior 
in  these  countries.  We  leave  out  the  French  co- 


lumn: 


Tea, 

Coffee, 

Tobacco, 

Spirits  and  beer, 
Wine, 

Sugar, 

Molasses, 

Salt, 


U.  States. 
1,000,000 
6,000,000 
1,000,000 

3.700.000 

334.000 
13,334,000 

1.667.000 

800.000 


G.  Britain. 

1.137.000 

405.000 

845.000 

21,000,000 

310.000 

22,400,000 

1.167.000 

750.000 

In  tea,  it  will  be  seen  the  disparity  is  not  very 
great  between  these  two  countries,  though  the  price 
with  the  English  is  much  higher — say,  a dollar  the 
pound  on  an  average.  In  Great  Britain,  tea  is  not 
drank  at  all  by  the  great  mass  of  the  population,  as 
it  is  here.  It  is  too  dear  for  them.  It  is  a luxury. 
In  France,  they  have  other  tastes.  The  whole  con- 
sumption in  that  great  country  is  rated  at  6,500  lbs. 
to  a million  of  in  habitants? 

Of  coffee,  the  share  of  the  United  States  is  im- 
mensely out  of  proportion,  showing  again  the  greater 
ability  ol  the  population  to  consult  their  comfort. 
Six  pounds  are  allowed  to  each  of  us,  while  in  Great 
Britain  it  is  less  than  half  a pound,  and  even  in 
France  not  three-quarters.  France  brings  up  the 
arrears  in  wine  to  a strange  degree,  being  allowed 
twenty-three  gallons  a head , to  a third  of  a gallon  for 
us  Americans,  and  a little  less  for  the  population  ot 
Great  Britain.  In  sugar,  and  of  spirits  and  beer, 
the  British  take  a long  lead;  but  more  especially  in 
beer  alone,  in  the  use  of  which  their  population  to 
the  French  is  as  420  to  155,  and  to  the  Americans  as 
420  to  5.  In  spirits  separately  we  are  ahead  in  the 
ratio  of  50  to  28  as  compared  with  the  British,  and 
of  50  to  8 with  tlie  French. 

Of  molasses  and  salt  alone  among  these  articles 
it  would  be  seen  the  three  nations  take  about  equal- 
ly. It  has  been  lately  stated  that  we  use  much  less 
salt  than  the  English,  but  by  these  tables  we  use 
more — more,  that  is,  than  the  British  population  at 
large.  This,  however,  is  human  consumption.  Im- 
mense quantities  are  given  to  slock  there — it  is  said 
15  millions  of  bushels  yearly,  while  the  whole  con- 
sumption in  the  United  States  is  not  more  than  12. 

The  doctor  makes  it  out  that  his  nine  luxuries,  in 
the  three  countries,  cost  over  800  millions  of  dol- 
lars a year;  and  we  suspect  he  has  not  exaggerated, 
for  coffee  he  puts  down  at  less  than  15  millions  of 
dollars  in  all,  whereas  the  North  American  Review 
allows  29  to  our  own  country  alone.  This  grand 
total  is  equal  to  an  average  ol  $12  62 for  each  indi- 
vidual of  the  65  millions  allowed  lor  the  three  coun- 
tries, or  of  $62  for  each  familv  of  five.  The  doc- 
tor knows,  he  says,  that  some  use  less  than  this,  but 
others  use  much  more.  Ol  these  800  millions, 
about  162  are  allowed  for  sugar,  molasses  and  salt. 
On  the  other  hand  no  mention  is  made  of  some 
smaller  articles,  accounted  luxuries  by  many.  The 
yearly  cost  of  the  spices  used  in  the  United  States, 
to  those  who  consume  them,  cannot  be  less,  our 
writer  thinks,  than  f 1,500,000;  fruits,  $1,500,000; 
chocolate  and  cocoa,  $750,000;  making  a total  of 
nearly  $ 4,000,000.  These,  too,  are  “luxuries” 

with  him;  the  reader  may  call  them  what  he  pleases. 
The  calculation  of  the  cider  is  given  up  in  despair. 

COLONIAL  EMANCIPATION. 

From  the  New  Orleans  Bee. 

In  1834  the  act  of  servile  emancipation  in  the 
West  India  possessions  was  adopted  by  the  parlia- 


ment of  Great  Britain.  Until  that  period  the  is- 
land of  Jamaica  had  enjoyed  uninterrupted  prospe- 
rity. By  the  provisions  of  the  act  the  slaves  were 
converted  into  apprentices  and  their  freedom  was  to 
be  gradually  moted  out  to  them.  The  recompense 
for  the  emancipation  of  800,000  slaves — the  number 
computed  to  exist  on  the  island — was  £20,000,000, 
or  about  $100,000,000;  a very  considerable  amount, 
but  yet  a very  inadequate  remuneration  for  the  pro- 
digious value  of  the  property  thus  wrested  atone 
fell  swoop  from  the  control  of  its  possessors.  And 
if  we  regard  the  losses  which  have  since  followed 
the  insane  policy  of  Great  Britain,  the  appropria- 
tion of  $100,000,000  will  appear  but  as  a miserable 
pittance  doled  out  to  preserve  from  actual  starvation, 
the  numbers  who  were  by  the  act  of  emancipation 
pilaged  and  impoverished.  The  sum  allotted  for 
each  slave  restored  to  freedom  will  not  exceed  $125 
apiece;  an  amount  not  above  a fifth  of  the  actual 
value  of  this  species  of  property  at  the  time. 

If  the  loss  of  absolute  ownership  constituted  the 
sum  total  of  the  injury  suffered  by  the  planters,  the 
pseudo  philanthropy  of  the  British  government 
might  not  lack  specious  apologists.  But  the  ca- 
lamity consequent  upon  the  abolition  of  slavery  has 
been  immeasurable.  Colonial  property  is  compa- 
ratively valueless,  because  it  can  no  longer  be  work- 
ed by  slave  labor.  Plantations  have  gone  to  ruin; 
the  rich  and  fertile  soil  brings  forth  little  else  than 
weeds  and  thistles;  the  price  of  labor  has  become 
so  exhorbitant  that  its  products  scarcely  do  more 
than  pay  the  cost  of  employment.  As  a conse- 
quence, nearly  all  the  larger  plantations  are  deseited. 
Those  whose  means  enabled  them  to  abandon  the 
island  have  sold  out  every  thing,  and  gone  else- 
where. Those  who  remain,  have  parcelled  out  their 
lands  and  disposed  of  them  in  small  lots.  The 
dearness  of  labor  and  the  incorrigible  indolence  of 
the  black  population  have  reduced  the  cultivation  of 
the  staple  products  of  (he  island  to  a mere  trifle. 
This  is  readily  established  by  a reference  to  the  re- 
port upon  the  subject  presented  in  parliament,  from 
which  we  make  the  following  extract: 

COMPARATIVE  STATEMENT. 

Hds.  of  sugar.  Lbs.  of  coffee.  Pun.  of  rum'- 


1832 

92,159 

20,953,705 

34,354 

1833 

78,315 

9,866,000 

33,215 

1834 

77,801 

17,725,000 

30,475 

1835 

71.017 

10,593,018 

26,434 

1836 

61,604 

13,446,033 

19,938 

The  official  documents  for  the  years  1837  and 
1838  had  not  been  submitted  to  parliament.  There 
was,  however,  no  doubt  that  the  progressive  de- 
crease was  still  more  rapid  for  the  last  two  years. 
The  sugar  crop  of  1838  did  not  reach  40,000  hhds.; 
and  that  of  1839  will  not  amount  to  more  than  one- 
half  that  of  the  year  preceding.  The  other  pro- 
ducts diminish  in  like  proportion. 

This  result  might  have  been  foreseen.  Wherever 
voluntary  labor  "lias  been  substituted  in  the  West 
Indies,  for  servile  toil,  (he  same  consequences  have 
been  noted.  Before  the  insurrection  in  St.  Domin- 
go that  island  exported  700,000,000  lbs.  of  sugar; 
that  is,  more  than  one-half  the  sugar  crop  of  the 
whole  world  at  that  epoch.  St.  Dorningo  under  the 
voluntary  system,  and  cultivated  by  the  contracted 
intelligence  of  an  emancipated  negro  race,  scarcely 
produces  enough  for  her  own  consumption. 

The  Spanish  colonies  have  profittedby  the  experi- 
ence of  the  suicidal  policy  of  British  colonial  eman- 
cipation. Twelve  years  ago,  Porto  Rico  exported 
no  sugar;  in  1833  this  colony  exported  38,750  tons. 
In  1816,  tlie  exportation  of  sugar  from  Cuba 
amounted  to  51,000  tons;  it  now  exceeds  120,000 
tons,  and  increases  every  year.  In  Brazil,  the  same 
augmentation  may  be  remarked.  From  25,000 
tons,  the  amount  of  her  sugar  crop  in  1816,  it  had, 
in  1833,  increased  to  70,000  tons;  which  proportion 
has  doubtless  been  materially  enhanced,  within  the 
last  six  years. 

Facts  speak  trumpet  tongued  against  the  false 
and  ruinous  policy  of  Great  Britain  in  regard  to 
her  colonial  possessions.  The  contemplation  of  a 
country  upon  which  nature  has  bounteously  lavish- 
ed her  choicest  gifts,  now  ruined  and  desolate, 
through  the  pernicious  errors  of  false  legislation, 
will,  we  trust,  constitute  an  impressive  lesson  for 
those  misguided  philanthropists  who  are  desirous  of 
practically  applying  similar  principles  to  the  south- 
ern and  slaveholding  portion  of  the  confederacy. 

THE  ORIGINAL  SUB-TREASURY  PROPO- 
SITION. 

From  the  National  Intelligencer. 

In  compliance  with  the  request  of  two  of  our  re- 
spected contemporaries  in  New  York,  we  give  from 
the  records  an  exact  copy  of  the  plan  introduced 
into  the  house  of  representatives  in  1835,  by  Mr. 
Gordon,  of  Virginia,  for  the  collection,  custody  and 
disbursement  of  the  public  revenue,  together  with 
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the  vote  of  the  house  on  the  proposition.  Our  New 
York  friends  will  perceive  by  the  yeas  and  nays, 
that  the  administration  members  from  that  state 
voted  unanimously  against  the  scheme,  concurring 
doubtless  with  the  Globe,  that  it  was  “disorganizing 
and  revolulionary,”  and  with  the  Richmond  En- 
quirer, that  it  “was  dangerous  to  a republic.” 

In  the  house  of  representatives,  February  10, 
1835,  the  house  having  under  consideration  the  bill 
to  “regulate  the  deposites  of  the  public  moneys  in 
certain  local  batiks,”  Mr.  Gordon,  of  Virginia,  mov- 
ed the  following  amendment: 

' Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  Slates  of  America  m con- 
gress assembled,  That,  from  and  alter  the  

day  of , in  the  year , the  collectors  of 

the  public  revenue,  at  places  where  the  sums  col- 
lected shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  dollars 

per  annum,  shall  be  the  agents  of  the  treasurer  to 
keep  and  disburse  the  same,  and  be  subject  to  such 
rules  and  regulations,  and  give  such  bond  and  se- 
curity, as  he  shall  prescribe  for  the  faithful  execu- 
tion of  their  office,  and  shall  receive,  in  addition  to 

the  compensation  now  allowed  by  law,  per 

centum  on  the  sums  disbursed,  so  that  it  does  not 
exceed  the  sum  of dollars  per  annum. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  at  places 
where  the  amount  of  public  revenue  collected  shall 

exceed  the  sum  of dollars  per  annum,  there 

shall  be  appointed  by  the  president,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  senate,  receivers  of  the 
public  revenue,  to  be  agents  of  the  treasurer,  who 
shall  give  such  bond  and  security  to  keep  and  dis- 
burse the  public  revenue,  and  be  -subject  to  such 
rules  and  regulations,  as  the  treasurer  shall  pre- 
scribe, and  shall  receive  for  their  services 

per  centum  per  annum  on  the  sums  disbursed,  pro- 
vided it  does  not  exceed  the  sum  of  dollars 

per  annum. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  from  and 

after  the day  of  , the  whole  revenue 

of  the  United  States  derived  from  customs,  lands  or 
others  sources,  shall  be  paid  in  the  current  coins  of 
the  United  States. 

The  subject  was  debated  on  the  10th,  11th  and 
12th  of  February,  and,  on  the  last  named  day,  the 
question  being  taken  on  Mr.  Gordon's  amendment, 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  John  Q.  Adams,  Heman  Al- 
1b„,  join.  j.  Alien,  C hilton  Allan,  Archer,  .Barber, 
Beale,  Beaty,  Campbell,  Claiborne,  Win.  Clark, 
Clayton,  Amos  Davis,  Davenport,  Deberry,  Foster, 
Gamble,  Gholson,  Gordon,  Giiffin,  Heath,  Letcher, 
Lewis,  Martindale,  McComes,  Pickins,  Robert- 
son, Spangler,  Steele,  Win.  P.  Taylor,  Wilde,  Wil- 
liams, Wise — 33. 

NAYS — Messrs. John  Adams,  Wm.  Allen,  Ash- 
ley, Banks,  Barringer,  Baylies,  Bean,  Beaumont, 
Bell,  Binney,  Bockee,  Boon,  Bouldin,  Briggs, 
Brown,  Bunch,  Burris,  Bynum,  Cage,  Cainbre- 
leng,  Carmichael,  Carr,  Casey,  Chaney,  Chilton, 
Chinn,  Samuel  Clark,  Clay,  Colfee,  Cramer,  Crane, 
Darlington,  Day,  Denny,  Dickerson,  Dickinson, 
Dunlap,  Evans,  Edward  Everett,  Ewing,  Ferris, 
Fillmore,  Forrester,  Fowler,  W.  It.  Fuller,  Fulton, 
Galbreth,  Gailand,  Gillet,  Gilmer,  Gorham,  Gra- 
ham. Grayson,  Grennell,  Joseph  Hall,  H.  Hall,  T. 
H.  Hall,  Halsey,  Hamer,  Hannegan,  Hard,  Hardin, 
Jas.  Harper,  Harrison,  Hathaway,  Hawkins,  Hen- 
derson, Hiester,  Howell,  Hubbard,  Huntington, 
Inge,  William  Jackson,  Ebenezer  Jackson,  Janes, 
Jarvis,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Noadiah  Johnson, 
Benjamin  .Tories,  Kavanagh,  Kilgore,  King,  Kin- 
nard,  Lane,  Lansing,  Laporte,  Luke  Lea,  Thos. 
Lee,  Lincoln,  Love,  Loyal!,  Lucas,  Lyon,  Lytle, 
Abijah  Mann,  Joel  K.  Mann,  Marshall,  Mardis, 
John  Y.  Mason,  Moses  Mason,  May,  McCarty, 
Mclntire,  McKay,  McKennan,  McKim,  McKin- 
ley, McLene,  McVean,  Miller,  Milligan,  Miner, 
H.  Mitchell,  Robert  Mitchell,  Moore.  Morgan, 
Muhlenberg,  Murphy,  Osgood,  Page,  Paries,  Par- 
ker, Patton,  Patterson,  Dutte  J.  Pierce,  Philips, 
Pierce,  Pierson,  Pinckney,  Plummer,  Polk,  Pope, 
Potts,  Ramsay,  Reed,  Reynolds,  Schenck,  Schley, 
Wm.  B.  Shepard;  Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Shinn, 
Slade,  Smith.  Speight,  Standefer,  William  Taylor, 
F.  Thomas,  Thompson,  Trumbull,  Turril,  Tweedy, 
Vance,  Van  Houton,  Wagener,  Ward,  Wardwell, 
Watmough,  Webster,  Whallon,  White,  Wilson — 
161. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected — yeas  33,  nays 

161. 


MR.  RIVES’  SPEECH. 
[concluded  from  page  95.] 

But  interesting  and  important,  as  these  subjects 
are  to  all  of  us,  and  meriting  a much  fuller  develop- 
ment, if  the  occasion  admitted  it,  I must  not  abuse 
your  patience  by  dwelling  on  them  longer.  I hasten 
now  to  the  next,  and  1 am  happy  to  tell  you, 
gentlemen,  the  last  count,  so  far  as  I am  informed. 


in  the  indictment  for  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors 
which  has  been  filed  against  me.  1 have  been 
charged  fellow  citizens,  with  supporting  and  voting 
for  a gag-law!.  If  I have  supported  a gag- law,  1 
have  to  tell  you  then,  gentlemen,  that  Mr.  Jefferson 
supported  a gag-law,  lor  the  very  proposition  which 
I offered  and  supportod  was,  as  I shall  presently 
show  you,  in  the  very  words  of  that  republican 
statesman.  But  to  the  facts.  Mr.  Crittenden  of 
Kentucky  had  introduced  a bill  “to  prevent  the  in- 
terference of  federal  officeholders  in  elections.” — 
The  bill  was  referred  to  the  judiciary  committee 
of  the  senate,  of  which  Mr.  Wall  of  New  Jer- 
sey was  chairman.  The  committee  after  holding 
the  bill  under  their  consideration  for  several  weeks, 
at  length  made  a very  elaborate  report,  discussing 
very  much  at  large  the  general  question  of  the 
rights  and  duties  of  federal  officeholders  in  regard 
to  popular  elections.  The  doctrines  of  the  report 
were  to  my  mind  of  the  most  startling  and  extraor- 
dinary character,  utterly  at  war  with  every  princi- 
ple of  tree  representative  government,  and  most 
dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  people.  It  boldly 
contended  that  it  was  not  merely  the  right  but  the 
duty  of  officeholders  to  busy  themselves  in  elec- 
tions, to  shape  public  opinion,  and  to  influence  and 
direct  the  people  in  the  choice  of  their  representa- 
tives. In  its  whole  spirit  and  reasoning,  it  was  not 
only  a justification  of  the  interference  of  office- 
holders with  this  great  and  vital  function  of  popu- 
lar sovereignty,  but  it  was  plainly  an  incitement  to 
the  whole  corps  of  official  dependents  to  exert  their 
electioneering  activity  in  the  political  contests,  on 
which  the  fate  of  their  employers  depended.  They 
wei'e  told,  in  so  many  words,  that  if  they  “withdrew 
themselves  from  this  high  responsibility,”  they 
would  deserve  to  be  declared  “infamous”  and  to  be 
stigmatised  as  “idiots  and  mutes.”  Now  such 
monstrous  doctrines  as  these,  and  the  bold  and  un- 
blushing avowal  of  them,  received  as  they  were  with 
the  most  marked  approbation  by  the  whole  admi- 
nistration party  in  the  senate  in  an  order  instantane- 
ously moved  and  adopted  lor  the  printing  ten  thou- 
sand copies  of  the  report,  seemed  to  me  to  call  upon 
every  jealous  friend  of  popular  freedom  and  of  our 
republican  institutions,  for  an  energetic  and  indig- 
nant repudiation  of  them. 

I undertook,  gentlemen,  to  analyse  and  examine 
this  daring  report,  to  follow  it,  step  by  step  in  its 
show  of  reasoning,  to  exhibit  the  true  character  of 
its  doctrines,  to  expose  its  sophistries,  to  develope 
its  most  mischievous  and  fatal  tendencies.  I shewed 
that,  in  all  countries  where  free  government  was 
known  or  had  existed,  it  had  been  held  to  be  a fun- 
damental cannon  of  liberty  that  the  agents  of  execu- 
tive power  should  not  be  permitted  to  interfere  with 
the  free  choice  of  their  representatives  by  the  peo- 
ple! that  in  the  language  of  the  immortal  Locke, 
the  people  having  reserved  to  themselves  the  choice 
of  their  representatives,  as  a fence  to  their  proper- 
ties and  liberties,  could  do  it  for  no  other  end  but 
that  they  might  always  be  freely  chosen,  and  that 
any  attempt  of  executive  officeholders,  to  influence 
or  control  the  people  in  this  choice,  “what  is  it,”  to 
use  again  the  noble  language  of  this  same  great  au- 
thority, but  to  cut  up  the  government  by  the  roots,  and 
to  poison  the  very  fountain  of  public  security ? I 
shewed  that  hitherto,  in  our  own  country,  these 
great  principles  of  liberty  had  been  universally 
professed  and  acknowledged,  in  theory  at  least,  by 
all  parties — that  general  Jackson  particularly,  in 
his  first  inaugural  address,  when  assuming  the  ex- 
ecutive chair,  solemnly  announced  to  the  nation,  as 
a prominent  and  guiding  principle  of  his  adminis- 
tration, the  correction  of  those  abuses  that  have 
brought  the  patronage  of  the  federal  government 
info  conflict  with  the/reeriom  of  elections— that  above 
all,  Mr.  Jefferson,  “the  great  apostle  of  democra- 
cy,” as  the  report  itself  styled  him,  had  on  repeated 
occasions,  and  in  the  most  emphatic  manner,  borne 
his  testimony  against  the  dangerous  and  anti-re- 
publican doctrines  now  boldly  avowed,  that  in  a 
letter  addressed  to  gov.  McKean,  of  Pennsylvania, 
on  the  eve  of  his  election  to  the  presidency,  he  ex- 
plicitly declared  “interferences  with  elections, 
whether  of  the  state  or  general  government,  by  of- 
ficers of  the  latter,  should  be  deemed  cause  of  re- 
moval, for,”  said  he,  “the  constitutional  remedy  by 
the  elective  principle  becomes  nothing,  if  it  may 
be  smothered  by  the  enormous  patronage  of  the  ge- 
neral government,”  and  that,  in  fulfilment  of  this 
declaration,  immediately  after  his  installation  in  of- 
fice, he  caused  a circular  to  be  issued  by  the  head? 
of  departments,  announcing  to  all  the  classes  and 
grades  of  federal  officers  as  the  rule  of  their  conduct, 
that  while  it  was  not  intended  to  restrain  the  right 
of  an  officer  to  give  his  own  vote  in  elections,  (a 
right  conceded  by  all),  it  was  deemed  highly  im- 
proper and  inconsistent  with  the  spirit  of  the  con- 
stitution, and  their  duties  under  it,  for  officers  de- 
pending on  the  executive  of  the  union  to  attempt  to 


control  or  influence  the  free  exercise  of  the  elective 
right  by  others. 

It  was  these  vital  republican  doctrines  of  Mr. 
Jefferson,  and  of  the  apostles  of  liberty,  in  every 
land  where  the  voice  of  freedom  has  been  heard, 
that  I maintained  and  enforced  to  the  best  of  my 
ability,  in  the  speech  I made  in  answer  to  Mr. 
AVall’s  daring  and  portentous  report.  These  are 
the  doctrines,  fellow  citizens,  lying  at  the  very 
foundation  of  free  representative  government, 
which  constitute  the  gag-law  I supported.  If  there 
be  treason  in  them  my  accusers  may  makethe  most 
of  it.  There  is  nothing  which  I said  on  that  occa- 
sion, which  has  not  the  sanction  of  my  most  delibe- 
rate judgment,  and  which  “I  do  not  believe  with  my 
whole  heart.”  If  I am  to  fall  beneath  the  furious 
denunciations  of  party,  let  me  fall,  I say,  for  en- 
deavoring to  uphold  the  principles  of  Locke  and 
Jelferson  against  the  daring  assaults  of  such  mo- 
dern professors  of  democracy  as  Mr.  Wall  and 
his  political  friends. 

In  regard  to  Mr.  Crittenden’s  bill,  I did  not  vote 
for  it.  I objected  to  it,  because  of  what  I conceived 
to  be  its  too  vague  definition  of  the  offence  of  in- 
terference, and  also  of  its  penalties,  (a  pecuniary 
amercement  of  $ 500  and  a perpetual  disqualifica- 
tion lor  holding  office  in  future),  which  1 thought 
were  not  in  harmony  with  the  mild  spirit  of  our 
system.  It  is  but  justice  to  that  high-minded  arid 
distinguished  senator  to  say  that  he  became  sensible 
himself  of  the  force  of  these  objections  to  a mea- 
sure, which  he  had  brought  forward  in  haste  and 
without  consultation,  and  that  he  wished  and  pro- 
posed to  obviate  them  in  a great  degree  by  such  a 
modification  of  his  bill  as  would  make  the  punish- 
ment of  the  offence  a simple  removal  from  office, 
(without  fine  or  permanent  disqualification):  but 
the  dtspotism  of  a party  majority  refused  to  do  him 
what  has  hitherto  been  considered  an  established 
parliamentary  courtesy— -that  of  permitting  the 
mover  of  a measure  to  put  it  in  a shape  the  most 
agreeable  to  himself,  before  the  sense  of  the  hotly 
is  taken  upon  it.  I offered,  gentlemen,  a proposi- 
tion of  my  own,  as  a substitute  for  Mr.  Crittenden’s 
bill.  I took  care  to  couch  it  in  the  very  language  of 
Mr.  Jefferson,  (taken  from  his  letter  to  governor 
McKean  ami  hi?  memorable  circular  already  quo- 
ted), so  as  to  afford  the  gentlemen  of  the  adminis- 
tration party,  who  so  often  make  use  of  his  great 
name,  and  profess  to  be  his  true  disciples,  an  op- 
portunity of  shewing  the  sincerity  of  their  faith  by 
voting  upon  the  words  of  “the  great  apostle  of  de- 
mocracy.” They  met  the  trial,  gentlemen,  in  the 
genuine  spirit  of  modern  party  heroism;  and  in  de- 
spite of  all  their  professions,  did  not  hesitate  to 
vote  down  the  words  and  principles  of  Thomas  Jef- 
ferson! They  thus  installed  in  triumph,  the  doc- 
trines of  Mr.  Wall’s  report,  as  the  acknowledged 
creed  of  the  new  democratic  party.  We  have  seen, 
gentlemen,  since  this  high  and  deliberate  sanction 
given  to  these  doctrines,  how  ready  the  president 
has  been  to  act  them  out  by  removals  from  office,  of 
men,  whose  honorable  and  satisfactory  discharge  of 
their  public  duties  has  not  and  cannot  be  impeach- 
ed, and  against  whom  nothing  can  be  alleged,  ex- 
cept that  they  have  declined  to  take  part  in  those 
electioneering  services,  which  are  henceforward  to 
be  considered  as  the  indispensable  return  for  office, 
as  well  as  the  original  price  of  its  acquisition.  With 
the  double  stimulus  thus  administered  to  partisan 
servility  among  the  candidates  for  public  employ- 
ment, and  to  electioneering  activity  on  the  part  of 
those  who  are  already  in  the  possession  and  enjoy- 
ment of  the  patronage  of  the  government,  what 
are  we  to  expect,  fellow  citizens,  but  a venal  and 
sordid  party  despotism,  in  which  the  Pracelorian 
cohorts  at  the  capitol,  and  legionary  armies  in  the 
provinces  of  officeholders  and  officeseekers,  will 
dispose,  at  will,  of  the  highest  trust  of  the  nation? 

I have  now,  fellow  citizens,  answered  all  the 
counts  of  the  indictment  against  me;  and  I call  upon 
you  as  honest  and  conscientious  men  to  decide  be- 
tween me  and  my  accusers.  AVho,  fellow  citizens, 
has  apostatized  from  the  genuine  doctrines  of  the 
party,  as  it  was  a few  years  ago, — for  strange  as  it 
may  seem,  it  is  the  charge  of  apostacy  that  is  most 
frequently  and  shamelessly  urged  against  me.  In 
relation  to  the  sub-treasury  scheme  what  were  the 
doctrines  of  the  party  in  1834-5?  AVe  have  seen 
that  the  whole  party  was  then  most  vehemently  op- 
posed to  it,  as  a measure  fraught  with  incaculable 
mischiefs  to  the  country.  As  the  party  were  then, 
so  am  I now,  firmly  and  inflexibly  opposed  to  it. — 
But  where  now  are  Mr.  Van  Buren  and  his  sup- 
porters? In  favor  of  it,  and  straining  every  nerve 
to  force  it  upon  the  country.  Who  then  has  apos- 
tatized— I,  or  my  accusers?  As  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Slates,  you  well  remember,  gentlemen,  the 
earnest  and  powerful  opposition  of  the  whole  party 
under  general  Jackson’s  administration,  to  this  in- 
stitution, and^the  agitations  and  convulsions  through 


110 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— OCT.  12,  1839— MR.  RIVES’  SPEECH. 


which  the  country  was  carried  to  dissolve  the  con- 
nexion between  it  and  the  government?  Who,  in 
spite  of  the  most  solemn  vows  of  “uncompromising 
hostility”  has  renewed  that  connection?  Let  the 
president  and  his  secretaries  answer.  Who,  true  to 
the  former  professions  of  the  party,  has  had  the  te- 
merity in  the  face  of  power,  to  expose  the  illicit 
and  dangerous  character  of  that  connection?  I need 
not  tell  you,  gentlemen,  for  my  accusers  have  told 
you.  But  I ask  who  is  it  that  has  changed — the  per- 
son accused  or  ike  accusers ? In  reference  to  the 
new  and  alarming  doctrine  broached  by  the  presi- 
dent in  his  message  to  congress  at  the  last  session, 
that  the  executive  should  have  a discretionary  pow- 
er to  employ  banks  or  not  at  its  pleasure,  as  fiscal 
agents  of  the  government,  what  were  the  principles 
repeatedly  inculcated  by  general  Jackson,  and  pro- 
fessed and  avowed  by  his  political  friends?  Why 
that,  on  this  subject,  executive  discretion  should  be 
strictly  limited  and  restrained  by  clear  and  positive 
enactments  of  law.  Who  still  maintains  this  creed 
and  who  is  it  that  has  renounced  it  for  a new  one, 
better  suited  to  the  purpose  of  power?  Let  the  re- 
cord answer;  and  then  say,  gentlemen,  who  has  in- 
curred the  sin  of  apostacy — the  accused  or  the  accu- 
sers? Lastly,  in  regard  to  the  doctrine  now  open- 
ly proclaimed  and  practised,  as  we  have  seen,  and 
threatening  to  sap  the  very  foundation  of  represen- 
tative government,  that  federal  officeholders  may 
of  right,  and  are  in  duty  bound  to  interfere  and 
busy  themselves  in  popular  elections,  what  did  the 
party  through  its  highest  and  most  accredited  or- 
gan, general  Jackson,  at  the  moment  of  his  instal- 
lation in  office  say?  Why,  that  “the  patronage  of 
the  federal  government  out  not  and  should  not  be 
brought  into  conflict  with  the  freedom  of  elections.” 
In  relation  to  this  vital  and  fundamental  article  in 
the  creed  of  the  party,  who  then  has  apostatized?  I 
call  upon  you  to  say,  gentlemen,  who  is  guilty — is 
it  the  accused  or  the  accusers? 

But  there  is  another  and  higher  view  of  the  issue 
between  me  and  those  who  have  arraigned  me  on 
this  charge  of  apostacy,  to  which  I beg  leave  to 
ask  your  attention,  gentlemen,  for  a moment.  Who 
is  it  that  has  apostatized,  not  merely  from  the 
doctrines  of  the  party,  as  it  was  a few  years  ago, 
but  from  the  great  and  fundamental  principles 
which  have  ever  been  considered  as  forming  the 
distinguished  creed  of  the  republican  party?  And 
here,  fellow  citizens,  Mr.  Van  Buren  himself  shall 
be  witness  and  judge.  That  gentleman,  in  a speech 
made  by  him  in  February,  1828,  on  the  question 
which  had  arisen  in  the  senate  on  the  powers  of 
the  vice-president  as  presiding  officer  of  that  body, 
took  occasion  to  go  into  a very  wide  survey  of  the 
history  of  parties  in  this  country,  and  of  the  prin- 
ciples which  had  separated  and  still  divided  them. 
He  referred  to  the  “attempt  which  had  been  made 
by  the  then  president,  (Mr.  Adams),  in  his  inaugu- 
ral address,  to  trace  the  origin  of  the  two  great  po- 
litical parties  which  have  divided  the  country,  from 
the  adoption  of  the  constitution  to  the  present  day,” 
to  cause  more  or  less,  of  a temporary  character. — 
He  contended,  on  the  other  hand,  that  these  party 
divisions  of  federalists  and  republicans  were  found- 
ed in  the  very  nature  of  things,  and  arose  from  the 
constant  struggle  of  two  great  antagonist  principles 
always  in  operation,  and  which  he  described  as  fol- 
iows — “the  one,”  (the  federal  principles  as  he  al- 
led°-ed),  “seeking  to  absorb  as  far  as  practicable, 
all  power  from  its  legitimate  sources  and  to  condense 
it  into  a single  head”—" the  other”  (the  republican 
principle)  “laboiing  assiduously  to  resist  the  en- 
croachments, and  limit  the.  extent  of  executive  autho- 
rity.” “The  former,”  he  said,  “is  essentially  the 
monarchical,  the  latter  the  democralical  spirit  of  so- 
ciety.” 

Now,  gentlemen,  let  us  see  on  which  side  of  this 
line  of  party-division,  as  traced  by  Mr.  Van  Buren 
himself,  stand  he  and  his  supporters  in  the  system 
of  measures  they  have  hitherto  pursued.  Who  is 
“seeking  to  absorb  power  from  its  legitimate 
sources,”  the  people  and  their  representatives,  and 
“to  condense  it  into  a single  head”  the  executive? 
What  is  the  sub-treasury  scheme  but  to  fake  the 
people’s  money  from  the  rightful  control  ot  their 
representatives  and  to  give  the  possession  and  un- 
limited control  of  it  to  “this  single  head”  the  ex- 
ecutive? What  is  the  new  doctrine  of  the  president, 
that  the  executive  should  be  left  at  liberty  to  em- 
ploy banks  or  not,  as  fiscal  agents,  as  it  may  see  fit, 
but  to  absorb  a most  important  power,  essentially 
legislative  in  its  character,  from  its  legitimate  and 
constitutional  depository — the  representatives  of  the 
people — and  to  condense  it  into  a single  head , the 
executive,  thereby  giving  to  that  single  head  a dan- 
gerous dominion  over  the  whole  moneyed  institutions 
of  the  country?  What,  finally,  is  the  bold  and 
alarming  doctrine,  recently  proclaimed,  and  sanc- 
tioned, both  in  theory  and  practice,  by  the  highest 
authorities  of  the  government, — that  it  is  both  the 


right  and  the  duty  of  executive  officeholders  to 
busy  themselves  in,  and  to  influence  and  control  po- 
pular elections — but  to  absorb  from  the  people  them- 
selves the  vital  attribute  of  their  sovereignty,  and 
virtually  to  invest  it  in  this  single  head  the  execu- 
tive; for  “the  elective  principle,”  as  Mr.  Jefferson 
has  told  us,  “becomes  absolutely  nothing  if  it  may 
be  smothered  by  the  enormous  patronage  of  the 
general  government?”  Mr.  Van  Buren  himielf, 
then,  being  witness  and  judge,  I ask,  gentlemen, 
on  which  side  of  the  old  and  true  line  of  party  di- 
vision, as  marked  and  delineated  by  his  own  land, 
are  he  and  the  advocates  and  supporters  of  his  mea- 
sures? Are  they  on  the  republican  side — “laboring 
to  resist  the  encroachments,  and  to  limit  the  extent  of 
executive  authority?”  or  are  they  on  the  federal  side, 
“seeking  to  absorb  power  from  its  legitimate  sources 
and  to  condense  into  a single  head,”  which  head  he 
now  is?  It  is  almost  a mockery  to  ask;  for  with  the 
power  over  the  public  money,  the  power  over  the  mo- 
neyed institutions  of  the  country,  and  the  power  over 
popular  elections , which  his  different  measures  are 
calculated  “to  absorb  from  the  legitimate  source” 
of  the  people  and  their  representatives,  and  “to  con- 
dense into  the  single  head”  of  the  executive,  it  is 
difficult  to  conceive  what  other  powers  would  re- 
main to  be  absorbed,  or  could  be  condensed  into  a 
single  recipient,  by  any  art  of  political  distillation. 

“Rights  submitted  would  leave  him  none  to  seize.” 
Truly,  then,  in  the  language  of  the  president,  has 
it  become  a question  between  the  “ monarchical , 
and  the  democralical  spirit  of  society.” 

But  one  more  power  could  be  wanting  to  estab- 
lish an  absolute  and  despotic  supremacy  in  the  ex- 
ecutive— a power  over  the  freedom  of  individual 
opinion  and  conscience — and  is  not  that  power,  fel- 
low citizens,  already  supplied  through, the  medium 
of  that  slavish  system  of  party  discipline  which  has 
received  so  fearful  and  portentious  a development 
under  the  auspices  of  the  present  administration? 
Has  it  not  come  to  be  recognized  as  a fundamental 
maxim  of  political  morality,  that  a man  must  go 
with  his  party,  right  or  wrong,  at  the  sacrifice  of 
the  most  solemn  convictions  of  his  own  judgment, 
and  even  at  the  humiliation  of  belying  and  going 
counter  to  his  recorded  opinions,  deliberately  pro- 
claimed to  all  the  world?  Have  we  not  seen  this 
principle  of  party  obedience  enforced  by  the  rack 
and  the  gibbet,  the  denunciations  of  the  press,  the 
deprivation  of  office,  and  the  interdiction  even  of 
social  communion,  by  affixing  to  the  doomed  of- 
fender the  foulest  epithets  of  moral  and  political 
disgrace?  And  who  and  what,  fellow  citizens,  are 
the  party?  I will  tell  you.  The  president,  and  the 
president  alone,  is  the  party.  He,  in  the  mysterious 
solitude  of  his  own  will,  determines  what  measures 
are  to  be  proposed,  and  which  the  party  are  to  be 
required  to  support.  These  measures  are  then 
brought  forward  by  one  or  two  accredited  organs, 
whose  introduction  of  them  is  considered  a warrant 
that  they  have  received  the  presidential  sanction. 
If  any  member  of  the  party  should  exhibit  signs  of 
thinking  for  himself,  and  of  exercising  his  own 
judgment  on  the  merits  of  the  measure  proposed,  it 
is  immediately  intimated  to  him  that  the  president 
means  to  stand  or  fall  by  it — and  with  most  of  those 
to  whom  this  appeal  is  made,  all  incipient  scruples 
are  at  once  merged  in  the  one  great  interest  of  sus- 
taining the  president,  and  preserving  the  unity  of 
the  party.  If,  however,  enough  of  the  recusants, 
under  a solemn  sense  of  their  responsibility  to  the 
country  and  their  own  consciences,  should  persist 
in  their  opposition  to  defeat  the  measure,  the  presi- 
dent has  nettling  to  do  but  to  hold  on  and  recom- 
mend it  again  and  again,  till  finally  the  whole  party, 
with  the  exception  of  a few  unterrified  outlaws, 
come  in  and  surrender  their  opinions  to  the  su- 
premacy of  the  executive  will.  This  is  no  fancy 
sketch,  fellow  citizens.  I wish  for  the  honor  and 
happiness  of  the  country  it  were.  I could  appeal 
to  my  honorable  and  able  friend,  and  your  lortner 
representative,  who  sits  near  me,  (Mr.  Patton), 
whose  lofty  independence  ofcharacter,  no  less  than 
his  eminent  abilities,  commended  him  to  your  con- 
fidence and  support,  to  say  if  what  we  have  both 
seen,  in  the  highest  councils  of  the  nation,  does 
not  too  mournfully  verify  the  picture  I have  pre- 
sented to  you.  I could  cite  to  you  the  eloquent  and 
recorded  testimony  of  another  gentleman,  Mr.  Le- 
gare  of  South  Carolina,  who  has  so  graphically  de- 
scribed the  operations  of  this  system  of  party  disci- 
pline in  the  body  of  which  he  was  a proud  and  re- 
deeming ornament — a system  under  which,  to  use 
his  expressive  language,  “a  few  leaders  dictate,  no 
one  knows  how,  to  multitudes  of  dissenting  dissa- 
tisfied, and  yet  complying  followers — the  whole  body 
doing  what  almost  every  member  of  it  disapproves.” 
And  is  this,  gentlemen,  representative  government, 
in  which  the  will  of  the  people  prevails,  or  is  it  a 
monstrous  party  despotism,  in  which  all  power  be- 


ing virtually  surrendered  to  the  president  as  the 
head  of  a party,  he  proudly  gives  law  to  the 
people. 

It  depends  upon  you,  fellow  citizens,  and  your 
compatriots,  to  say  whether  this  fatal  and  perni- 
cious system,  which  is  taking  such  deep  root  in  the 
public  bodies  of  the  country,  and  if  not  checked, 
will  silently  work  a fundamental  revolution  in  the 
government,  shall  spread  itself  through  the  great 
mass  of  the  community.  We  have  now  and  then 
seen  melancholy  indications  of  its  insiduous  and 
progressive  encroachments  on  the  great  spirit  of 
popular  independence  itself.  We  have  seen,  for 
example,  honorable  and  intelligent  men,  expressing 
their  deepest  convictions  of  the  ruinous  and  de- 
structive tendencies  of  the  sub-treasury  scheme, 
and  yet  practically  surrendering  these  convictions 
at  the  bidding  of  party  by  co-operating  in  the 
choice  of.  candidates  for  public  stations,  who  are 
the  known  and  zealous  advocates  of  that  measure; 
and  this,  forsooth,  because  they  mxist  go  with  what 
they  call  their  party!  Is  then,  principle,  the  highest 
interests  of  the  country,  every  thing,  to  be  sacrificed 
to  this  bloody  moloch  of  party  ascendency?  I am 
far  from  saying  that  party,  founded  upon  principle 
and  looking  steadily  to  the  good  of  the  country  as 
its  sole  end  and  aim,  i3  a thing  to  be  deprecated  by 
sober  minded  and  reflecting  men.  Shew  me  a par- 
ty, according  to  the  definition  of  a celebrated  “po- 
litical writer,  united  for  promoting,  by  their  joint 
endeavors,  the  national  interest  upon  principles  in 
which  they  all  agree,”  and  pursuing  this  loft)'  and 
patriotic  aim,  with  a faithful  regard  to  their  pro- 
fessed principles,  asking  and  expecting  no  co-ope- 
ration which  is  not  the  result  of  a perfect  freedom 
of  opinion,  and  to  that  extent  and  in  that  sense,  I 
am,  as  I have  been,  a party  man.  But  when  men 
are  banded  together,  without  regard  to  principle, 
and  for  the  sole  purpose  of  keeping  power  in  their 
own  hands:  or  when  united  originally  on  principles 
professed  by  them  in  common,  and  with  the  honest 
view  of  promoting  the  general  good  by  carrying 
out  those  principles  in  practice,  they  shall  after- 
wards abandon  their  principles  or  lose  sight  of  the 
public  good,  in  either  case  such  a party,  or  rather 
party  leaders,  (for  the  great  body  of  every  party  is 
honest  and  well  intentioned)  can  have  no  claim  on 
the  support  of  any  good  man  or  patriotic  citizen. 
And  it'  for  the  desperate  purpose  or  maintaining;  ;is 
ascendancy,  after  it  had  fallen  from  its  principles, 
it  should  arrogate  to  itself  a dictatorial  authority- 
over  the  consciences  and  opinions  of  its  members, 
it  would  become  an  unhallowed  despotism,  which 
every  good  man  and  patriot  should  resist,  to  the 
last  extremity,  as  he  values  his  own  moral  responsi- 
bility and  freedom,  or  the  liberties  and  happiness 
of  his  country. 

There  is  another  topic,  intimately  connected 
with  this,  fellow  citizens,  to  which  I desire  to  invite 
your  serious  consideration.  It  is  the  attempt  which 
is  now  made  to  hold  up,  on  every  occasion,  tht:  pre- 
sidential election  as  the  sole  and  exclusive  test  of 
political  orthodoxy.  Under  the  drill  of  party  ma- 
nagers, the  moment  a candidate  for  the  suffrages  of 
the  people  presents  himself,  the  demand  made  of 
him  is  not  what  are  his  opinins  upon  the  questions 
of  public  policy  on  which,  if  elected,  he  will  have 
to  act,  but  “who  are  you  for  as  president — are  you 
for  Van  Buren  or  for  Clay?”  What  is  this,  fellow 
citizens,  but  to  destroy  the  dignity  and  usefulness 
of  the  representative  branch  of  the  government, 
the  peculiar  guardian  of  the  rights  and  interests  ot 
the  people,-  and  to  degrade  it  into  a miserable  sub- 
serviency and  vassalage  to  executive  power?  The 
practice  is  at  war  with  the  fundamental  end  and 
design  of  representative  government.  It  is  to  say 
to  your  representatives,  in  the  very  act  of  choosing 
them,  we  send  you  to  congress  or  to  the  legisla- 
ture, not  to  take  care  of  our  interests,  to  guard  our 
rights,  to  see  to  the  general  good,  as  independent 
and  responsible  agents  of  the  people,  but  we  send 
you  there  as  the  avowed  and  pledged  partizans  of 
some  political  chieftain,  to  direct  your  counsels 
and  labors  to  the  one  great  object  of  his  elevation 
or  maintenance  in  power.  And  is  there  any  war- 
rant for  this  perversion  and  degradation  of  the  re- 
presentative trust,  (which  party  tactics  is  so  as- 
siduously laboring  to  produce)  in  the  actual  provi- 
sions of  our  constitutional  charter?  Absolutely 
none,  gentlemen.  The  people  have  most  wisely 
and  properly,  in  the  establishment  of  our  political 
system,  reserved  the  choice  of  president  in  their 
own  hands.  There  is  but  a single  contingency, 
and  that  of  the  most  remote  and  improbable  occur- 
rence, in  which  any  portion  of  their  representa- 
tives can  be  called,  as  such,  to  take  part  in  the 
election  of  president,  (I  refer,  of  course,  to  the  de- 
volving of  the  election  on  the  house  of  representa- 
tives, in  the  failure  of  a choice  by  the  electoral  col- 
leges), and  in  that  case,  it  is  the  universally  ac- 
knowledged rule  of  action,  that  the  representative. 
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whatever  be  his  personal  preferences,  is  to  give  the 
vote  which  his  constituents  had  given  at  the  pre- 
sidential polls. 

The  representatives  of  the  people,  then,  having 
no  participation  as  such,  in  the  election  of  presi- 
dent and  some  of  them,  (the  members  of  both 
houses  of  congress),  being  moreover  excluded,  by  a 
positive  constitutional  prohibition,  from  being  elec- 
tors of  president,  is  it  not  an  obvious  violation  of 
the  spirit  of  the  constitution,  as  well  as  a gross  and 
most  misehievious  perversion  of  the  representa- 
tive trust,  that  they  should  be  imperiously  sum- 
moned, under  (he  mandate  of  this  new  system  of 
party  tactics,  to  pledge  themselves  to  the  support  of 
this  or  that  candidate  for  the  presidency?  The 
wide  sphere  of  their  constitutional  duties,  on  the 
other  hand  presents  questions  of  the  utmost  import- 
ance, touching  the  public  policy  of  the  country 
and  the  vital  interests  of  the  people,  in  regard  to 
which  their  opinions  and  principles  should  be 
known  and  unreservedly  declared.  On  their  notes, 
as  representatives,  for  example,  may  depend  the 
success  or  defeat  of  schemes  (seeking  the  legisla- 
tive sanction),  for  the  dangerous  enlargement  of 
executive  power — for  the  increase  of  public  expen- 
diture and  consequently  taxation — for  unconstitu- 
tional encroachments  on  the  rights  of  the  people 
and  the  states — for  a system,  yesterday  of  artificial 
protection,  to-day  of  unnatural  and  destructive  war- 
fare upon  the  interests  of  industry  and  trade — mea- 
sures all  involving  the  most  important  consequen- 
ces to  the  public  prosperity  and  the  public  liberty, 
and  depending  all,  for  their  consummation  or  de- 
feat, on  the  representatives  of  the  people.  Such 
questions  as  these,  especially  those  which  are  ac- 
tually pending  before  the  public  councils  of  the 
country,  are  the  legitimate  and  appropriate  tests  in 
the  election  of  representatives.  But  no,  fellow 
citizens;  the  tactitians  of  party  will  not  have  it  so. 
All  these  great  questions  are  unceremoniously  shov- 
ed aside;  and  we  are  magisterially  told  that  the  only 
issue  is  “are  you  for  Van  Buren  or  Clay  as  presi- 
dent.” This  is  Aaron’s  serpant  in  the  hands  of  the 
political  magicians,  swallowing  up  all  the  rest. 

And  what,  fellow  citizens,  has  been  the  effect  of 
this  party -jugglery  of  the  .Richmond  Enquirer,  and 
its  school  of  political  casuists,  in  regard  10  the  only 
real  practical  issue  which  is  at  this  time  before  the 
country — r mean,  of  course,  the  sub-treasury 
scheme  and  its  dependent  train  of  measures?  Why, 
that  while  a decided  majority  of  the  people  are 
confessedly  opposed  to  this  odious  scheme,  it  is 
altogether  possible  that  a majority  of  their  repre- 
sentatives are  in  favor  of  it,  and  may  yet  put  it 
upon  the  country!  How  has  this  happened?  you 
will  naturally  ask,  fellow  citizens.  Why  thus — by 
systematically  holding  up  the  issue  which  they 
have  made  of  “Van  Buren  or  Clay,”  in  those  por- 
tions of  the  country  where  the  former  seemed  to 
be  preferred,  while  his  policy  was  condemned, 
many  persons,  warmly  opposed  to  the  sub -treasury 
scheme,  have  yet  voted  for  candidates,  in  favor  of 
that  measure,  because  those  candidates  happened 
to  be  Van  Buren  men,  and  it  was  necessary,  they 
said,  to  support  Mr.  Van  Buren  for  the  presidency! 
Have  we  not,  in  our  own  state,  every  where  seen 
decided  opponents  of  the  sub-treasury  scheme,  un- 
der the  influence  of  this  deceptive  issue,  thus 
strangely  voting  against  their  own  opinions  on  this 
great  question  of  national  policy?  Is  it  not  a 
mockery,  gentlemen,  to  call  a system  of  political 
management,  under  which  so  extraordinary  a re- 
sult is  worked  out  by  party  tactics,  a free  represen- 
tative system,  in  which  the  opinions  of  the  people 
shape  and  decide  the  course  of  public  measures? 
On  the  contrary,  is  it  not  a mixed  system  of  fraud 
and  duress,  by  which,  under  the  forms  of  represen- 
tative government,  and  by  means  of  false  issues 
and  fabricated  alternatives,  the  followers  of  party 
are  induced  to  surrender  their  most  deliberate  and 
solemn  convictions  to  the  will  of  the  president,  and 
he  dictates  the  law.  Should  this  odious  and  most 
dangerous  measure  become  the  law  of  the  land,  as 
I feel  it  my  duty,  fellow  citizens,  to  warn  you  in 
time,  there  is  now  serious  danger  it  will,  (unless 
the  people  put  forth  all  their  energy  and  decision  to 
arrest  it),  a heavy  responsibility  will  rest  some- 
where. It  will  not  be  upon  us,  gentlemen,  who 
have  adopted  the  only  means  of  rendering  our  op- 
position to  it  effectual,  by  sustaining  representatives 
who  are  opposed  to  it.  But  it  will  be  upon  those 
drummers  of  party  w'ho,  while  they  have  professed 
the  most  vehement  opposition  to  the  sub  treasury, 
as  dangerous  to  liberty  by  increasing  the  power  of 
the  executive,  “already  too  great  for  a republic,” 
and  incompatible  alike  with  a limited  executive  and 
a guarded  exchequer,  have  yet  thrown  up  their  caps, 
with  loud  huzzas,  whenever  a sub- treasury  man 
has  been  elected,  and  have,  at  the  same  time, 
done  all  they  could  to  promote  the  election  of  such. 
If  they  can  rejoice  at  a victory  thus  obtained  over 


their  own  principles,  let  them  do  it.  I envy  them 
not  their  triumph,  nor  the  moral  feeling  that  can 
enjoy  it. 

Had  the  recent  elections,  which  have  developed 
the  danger,  to  which  I have  called  your  attention, 
of  the  passible  passage  of  the  sub-treasury  scheme, 
been  conducted  on  their  only  true  and  constitution- 
al basis — to  Wit,  opposition  to  or  support  of  a great 
leading  measure  of  public  policy  most  persevering- 
ly  and  pertinaciously  urged  upon  the  public  coun- 
sels—the  country  would  have  been  relieved  from 
all  apprehension  of  the  calamitous  visitation  with 
which  it  is  now  threatened.  A decided  majority 
of  the  people  being  confessedly  opposed  to  it,  they 
would  have  returned  representatives  opposed  to  it. 
And  while  the  defeat  of  the  sub-treasury  scheme 
would  have  been  thus  placed  beyond  all  doubt, 
there  would  have  been  no  danger  of  the  bug-bear 
alternative  of  the  fifty  million  bank;  first,  because 
there  were  men  enough  to  be  found  as  representa- 
tives who  are,  at  the  same  time,  opposed  to  the 
sub-treasury  scheme  and  a national  bank;  and  se- 
condly, because  the  president  stood  solemnly  pledg- 
ed to  veto  a national  bank  during  his  term,  which 
is  co-extensive  with  that  of  the  congress  just  elect- 
ed. Neither  would  the  darling  object  of  the  re- 
election  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  to  which  some  per- 
sons seem  prepared  to  sacrifice  every  other  consi- 
deration, have  been  put  in  any  more  jeopardy  by 
this  natural  and  constitutional  course  of  precedure, 
if  the  people  really  desired  his  re-election;  for  hav- 
ing retained  the  decision  of  the  presidential  elec- 
tion in  their  own  hands,  they  would  be  free  to  cast 
their  votes  upon  him,  provided  they  willed  it,  when 
that  election  came  on  in  the  autumn  of  1840. 

Profoundly  impressed  with  the  conviction  that 
this  practice  of  holding  up  the  claims  of  competing 
candidates  for  the  presidency  a3  the  sole  test  in  the 
choice  of  popular  representatives,  and  requiring 
them  unconditionally  to  enlist  under  the  banner  of 
one  or  the  other  of  the  rival  chieftains,  is  a practice 
fraught  with  infinite  danger  to  the  liberties  and 
public  morals  of  the  country,  and  must  inevitably 
terminate  in  chaining  the  representative  branch  of 
the  government  to  the  car  of  executive  supremacy. 

I beg  leave,  in  aid  of  my  own  feeble  warnings,  "to 
recal  to  you,  fellow  citizens,  the  solemn  admonition 
of  one  whose  voice  was  wont  to  be  heard  with  re- 
spect by  the  republicans  of  the  land.  I mean  John 
Taylor,  of  Caroline,  the  co-laborer  of  Madison  in 
the  great  struggle  of  ’98  and  ’99,  and  of  whom  Mr. 
Jefferson  has  said  that  “every  act  of  his  life  and 
every  word  he  ever  wrote”  proved  him  to  be  a re- 
publican. This  distinguished  republican  states- 
man, in  his  book  “on  the  principles  and  policy  of 
the  government  of  the  United  States,”  speaking  of 
the  practice  of  “legislatures,  parties  and  individuals 
enlisting  under  candidates  for  the  presidency,”  uses 
this  instructive  and  impressive  language — “Repre- 
sentation,” says  he,  “limited  to  the  alternative  of 
enlisting  under  one  of  these  parties,  ceases  to  be  an 
instrument  of  national  self-government,  and  dwin- 
dles into  an  instrument  of  oppression  for  the  prime 
minister  or  his  antagonist.  We  see  and  despise  the 
old  whig  and  tory  force,  or  the  new  farce  of  ins  and 
outs  in  England;  we  hold  in  detestation  the  corrup- 
tion which  enlists  the  representatives  of  a rich  and 
wise  nation  under  the  minister  of  executive  power, 
or  his  expected  successor;  we  deplore  the  contempt 
for  public  character,  the  apathy  towards  public  in- 
terest, and  the  surrender  of  the  mind  of  selfishness, 
which  this  foolish  imposition  generates;  and  yet  W’e 
insist  that  our  representatives  shall  sacrifice  honesty 
and  independence  at  the  same  shrine,  and  make  them 
selves  knaves,  in  order  to  render  us  dupes.”  The 
history  of  every  free  people  that  has  ever  existed, 
reads  to  us  the  same  monitory  lesson.  In  Rome, 
for  example,  when  the  citizens  of  that  once  proud 
republic,  forgetting  their  dignity  as  freemen  and 
their  duty  as  patriots,  ranged  themselves  into  fol- 
lowers of  Marius  or  Sylla,  of  Caesar  or  Pompey,  the 
republic  was  virtually  at  an  end;  for  in  the  language 
ot  a celebrated  English  writer,  profoundly  versed 
in  the  history  of  ancient  and  modern  governments, 
“the  spirit  of  liberty  was  then  extinct,  and  the  spirit 
of  faction  had  taken  its  place.”  The  same  eloquent 
writer,  speaking  of  the  universal  prevalence  of  the 
spirit  of  faction  and  partizanship  which  speedily 
ensued,  says  that  “ Octavius  then  had  his  parly,  An- 
thony had  his  party,  but  the  commonwealth  had  none.” 
I humbly  trust,  fellow  citizens,  that  we  shall  profit 
by  these  instructive  warnings  and  examples,  and  not 
let  it  be  said  of  our  young  and  glorious  republic  that 
this  man  has  his  party — that  man  has  his  party — but 
our  country  ha3  none. 

It  was  my  deep  conviction  fellow  citizens,  of  the 
fatal  tendencies  of  this  system  pledged  partizanship, 
in  rdation  to  candidates  for  the  presidency,  that  de- 
termined my  course  during  the  last  winter,  when 
my  name  was  presented  by  my  friends  for  re-elec- 
tion to  the  senate  of  the  United  Slates.  My  honor- 


able and  worthy  friend,  your  “unterrified”  senator, 
(Mr.  Fontaine),  with  whom  I am  proud  to  share 
this  testimony  of  your  confidence  and  good  opinion, 
will  bear  me  witness  that,  ir.  a conversation  I had 
with  him  before  the  meeting  either  of  congress  or 
the  legislature,  I declared  to  him  as  the  result  of 
deliberate  reflection  on  the  subject,  iny  determina- 
tion, founded  on  principle,  to  give  no  pledges  of  sup- 
port to  any  candidate  for  the  presidency  in  order  to 
secure  my  re-election.  Highly  as  I valued  the  ho- 
nor of  representing  this  ancient  commonwealth,  I 
would  not  purchase  even  it,  by  the  sacrifice  of  a 
principle,  which  I believed  to  be  intimately  con- 
nected with  the  preservation  and  vindication  of  our 
free  institutions.  I had  faithfully  represented  the 
opinions  and  interests  of  my  state.  I had  been  true 
to  her  requblican  creed.  But  this  was  not  enough. 

I must  give  a pledge  to  support  the  re-election  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren;  and  on  that  condition  alone,  we 
have  been  repeatedly  told  by  the  organ  of  the  party, 

I could  have  commanded  my  re-election.  I refused 
to  give  the  pledge,  and  you  know  the  result.  In 
that  result,  1 feel  there  is  nothing  of  shame  or  re- 
gret for  me.  I can  live,  gentlemen,  as  you  very 
well  know  without  office,  happily,  contentedly,  use- 
fully, I trust.  But,  as  an  American  freeman,  I can- 
not live  without  the  vital  airof  liberly  we  all  breathe. 
It  is  personally  a matter  of  no  importance  to  me, 
that  I should  be  a senator  of  the  United  States,  proud 
as  I esteem  that  honor,  above  all  others;  but  it  is  a 
matter  of  the  deepest  importance  to  me  and  my 
children,, that  our  free  institutions  should  be  pre- 
served as  a common  inheritance  to  us  all,  and  espe- 
cially that  they  should  receive  no  wound  from  my 
hand,  by  my  conduct,  or  my  example. 

If  the  people  be  true  to  themselves,  these  institu- 
tions will  yet  be  triumphantly  vindicated  and  pre- 
served. Let  them  assert  their  rightful  supremacy. 
Let  them  say  to  the  arrogance  of  executive  power, 
“hitherto  shalt  thou  come  but  no  further,  and  here 
shall  thy  proud  waves  be  stayed.”  Let  them,  in- 
stead of  surrendering  their  opinions  to  the  president, 
require  him  to  surrender  his  to  them.  Let  them 
imitate  the  conduct  of  the  Roman  people  to  the  Gre- 
cian king,  referred  to  in  the  toast  you  have  done  me 
the  honor  to  drink.  When  that  bold  and  victorious 
invader  had  pushed  his  enterprises  to  the  very  gates 
of  Rome  and  in  the  midst  of  his  success,  sent  an 
embassy  to  propose  to  the  Roman  people  a treaty 
of  alliance  and  friendship  with  them,  not  doubting 
their  eager  acceptance  of  such  favorable  terms,  what 
was  the  answer  of  that  noble  race  of  freemen? — 
“Pyrrhus  must  lay  down  his  arms  and  draw  his  for- 
ces out  of  Italy,  before  we  will  hear  any  proposals 
from  him.”  And  by  the  indomitable  energies  of  pa- 
triotism and  valor,  which  still  slumbered  in  the  Ro- 
man arm,  they  made  good  their  answer.  Let  such 
be  the  answer  and  conduct  of  American  freemen 
towards  their  president,  who,  by  dint  of  party  tac- 
ticts,  has  well  nigh  achieved  a fatal  conquest  over 
their  rights  and  opinions.  Let  them  say  to  him, 
“cease  your  war  upon  our  well  known  opinions — 
shew  your  obedience  to  the  public  will,  by  your  acts 
as  well  as  your  words — withdraw  your  sub-treasury 
scheme  and  all  its  kindred  projects  for  the  danger- 
ous enlargement  of  executive  power,  and  then,  and 
not  till  then,  will  we  hear  what  claim  you  have 
to  advance  to  our  future  confidence  and  support.” 
Let  them  frown  upon  the  servile  doctrine  that  they 
and  their  representatives  mu3t  wear  the  livery  of 
some  political  chieftain.  Let  them  announce  to  the 
men,  whom  they  honor  with  their  confidence,  that 
it  is  no  part  of  the  mission  entrusted  to  them  to  be 
the  systematic  supporters,  the  “smk  or  swim”  par- 
tizans,  ot  this  or  that  candidate  for  the  presidency; 
but  that  their  duty  is  faithfully  to  represent  the  opi- 
nions of  their  constituents,  to  take  care  of  their  in- 
terests, to  guard  their  rights,  and  fearlessly  to  re- 
buke the  abuses  and  encroachments  of  power,  when- 
ever they  occur.  Let  them  encourage  a manly  inde- 
pendence in  the  representative  character,  and  shew 
by  a discriminating  bestowal  of  their  confidence, 
that  it  is  fidelity  to  the  people,  and  not  servility  to 
power  which  merits  and  will  command  their  confi- 
dence. It  is,  in  this  way  that  the  people  will  assert 
their  rightful  supremacy,  and  exercise  a legitimate 
control  over  every  grade  of  public  functionaries,  the 
president  as  well  as  others,  teaching  the  highest, 
equally  with  the  lowest,  the  duty  of  obedience  to 
the  public  will,  and  thus  bring  back  the  govern- 
ment, in  practice  what  it  was  designed,  by  its  glo- 
rious and  immortal  founders  to  be,  a government  of 
the  people.  In  pursuance  of  these  principles,  I now 
beg  leave,  gentlemen,  to  offer  you  the  following 
sentiment: 

Popular  representation — The  instrument  of  na- 
tional self-government;  designed  to  be  the  vigilant 
sentinel  of  the  people’s  rights,  and  a watchful  guard 
upon  the  abuses  and  encroachments  of  power.  Let 
the  people  cherish  its  independence  as  the  right 
arm  ol  their  sovereignty. 
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A pleasant  sight.  The  Advertiser  says:  “both  sides 
of  state  street  were  monopolized  yesterday  afternoon 
for  nearly  an  hour,  by  a procession  of  the  little  children 
attached  to  the  different  Sunday  schools  in  this  city.  It 
was  the  anniversary  celebration  of  the  Sunday  school 
association,  and  the  heavens  themselves  seemed  to 
smile  upon  the  thousands  whom  this  interesting  occa- 
sion had  called  together  in  the  capital  yard.’’ 

There  was  a sale  of  high  bred,  improved  short  horned 
cattle  at  Philadelphia,  last  week,  at  which  the  prices 


annexed  were  paid: 

cows. 

Grace  Darling — 3 years  old,  $500 

Miss  Kirby — 2 1-2  years  old,  410 

Estelle — a beautilul  roan,  of  high  descent,  2 1-2 

years  old,  540 

A calf,  10  days  old,  200 

Nell — red  and  white,  nearly  5 years  old  510 

Clara — 4 1-2  years  old,  roan,  460 

Atkinville — red,  nearly  4 years  old,  500 

Misletoc — roan,  450 

BTJLL. 

Sir  Robert — light  roan,  2 1-2  years  old.  $700 


A gone  ’coon.  “I’m  a gone  ’coon’’  implies  I am  dis- 
tressed, or  ruined  or  lost.  I once  asked  the  origin  of 
this  expression,  and  was  very  gravely  told  as  follows: 
There  is  a captain  Martin  Scott  in  the  U.  S.  army,  who 
is  a remarkable  shot  with  a rifle.  He  was  raised  I be- 
lieve, in  Vermont.  His  fame  was  so  considerable 
through  the  state  that  even  the  animals  were  aware  of 
it.  Pie  went  out  one  morning  with  his  rifle,  and  spy- 
ing a racoon  upon  the  upper  branches  of  a high  tree, 
brought  his  gun  up  to  his  shoulder;  when  the  racoon, 
perceiving  it,  raised  his  paw  up  for  a parley.  “I  beg 
your  pardon,  mister,’’  said  the  racoon,  very  politely; 
“but  may  I ask  if  your  name  is  Scott?”  “Yes,’’ re- 
plied the  captain-  “ Martin  Scott?  continued  the  ra- 

coon. “Yes,’’ replied  the  captain.  “Captain  Martin 
Scott?’’  still  continued  the  animal.  “Yes,”  replied  the 
captain,  “captain  Martin  Scott.”  “Oh!  then,”  says 
the  animal,  “I  may  just  as  well  come  down,  for  I’m  a 
gone  ’coon.  [ Capain  Marry  at' s America. 

Information  to  shippers  to  Holland  and  north  of  Eu- 
rope on  measurement  goods.  A merchant  lately  ship- 
ped on  board  a foreign  vessel  31  tons  wood  as  per 
inspection  measurement,  or  42  tons  freight  measure 
per  sworn  inspector.  On  the  margin  of  the  bill  of  lad- 
ing tons  6S  3-4  was  marked  by  the  consignee  of  the 
vessel.  This  measurement  was  objected  to  by  the 
shipper,  and  the  answer  he  received  was,  that  the  mea- 
surement not  being  written  in  the  body  of  the  bill  of 
lading,  of  course  if  objected  to  by  the  consignees,  the 
goods  could  be  measured  at  the  port  of  landing.  The 
consignees  w rites  that  neither  the  captain  nor  owners 
would  allow  a measurement,  nor  could  they  be  forced 
by  law',  and  state  that  the  shipper  here  ought  to  have 
sent  cut  a protest  by  the  vessel.  For  want  of  which 
document  the  shipper  loses  more  than  $300. 

[New  York  Courier. 

Leggett's  library.  It  is  stated  in  a New'  York  paper 
that  the  lamented  Leggett  left  a library  valued  by  a 
competent  appraiser  at  $7,000,  and  that  Forrest  bought 
it  at  that  valuation. 

Changes  of  trade.  It  is  curious,  says  the  writer  of 
“Commercial  Sketches  of  Boston,’’  in  Hunt’s  Mer- 
chants’ Magazine  for  August,  to  mark  the  changes 
which  time  works  in  trade.  Formerly,  a part  of  the 
return  cargoes  from  Canton  were  coarse  cotton  cloths. 
Now,  and  for  some  years  past,  cotton  cloths  are  ship- 
ped from  Boston  for  Calcutta  and  Canton.  They 
usually  cos>here  from  eight  to  ten  cents  per  yard,  and 
have  been  exported  to  a large  amount.  They  are 
found,  in  most  cases,  a better  remittance  than  dol- 
lars, or  bills  of  exchange.  “When  1 was  in  Ciiina  in 
]790,”  said  a gentleman  largely  engaged  in  the  trade 
for  a long  period,  “I  purchased  as  part  of  my  adven- 
ture home,  cotton  shirtings,  at  four  times  the  cost  at 
which  such  cloths  are  hence  furnished  to  the  celestial 
empire.’’ 

The  Ottowas.  The  remainder  of  this  tribe,  105  in 
number,  arrived  here  in  the  Monsoon,  yesterday,  on 
their  way  from  their  old  home,  Maumee,  Ohio,  to  the 
head  waters  of  the  Osage,  where  most  of  the  tribe 
emigrated  some  years  since.  They  are  under  the 
charges  of  R-  A.  & D.  C-  Forsyth,  who  intend  making 
the  remainder  of  the  journey  by  land.  Among  this 
band  are  two  chiefs  of  the  Ottawa  tribe,  Auto-kee,  the 
head  chief,  and  Petonoquette,  a much  younger  man. 
Auto-kee  is  a son  of  the  celebrated  chief  Tushquaquier, 
who  was  looked  upon  by  tiie  Ottaw'as  as  the  father  of 
the  tribe.  Petonoquette  is  half  French,  son  of  Luui- 
seau,  a distinguished  chief,  and  who  was  killed  when 
Petonoquette  was  a mere  child,  by  that  most  barbarous 
and  ferocious  of  all  warriors,  Keesti-kaw-ko,  chief  of 
the  Saginaws.  Keesh-kaw-ko  afterwards  committed 
suicide,  in  tiie  Detriot  jail,  in  which  he  was  confined 
for  murder.  Auto-kee  and  Petonoquette  are  represent- 
ed as  very  good  men;  well  informed,  and  not  much  in- 
clined to  barbarity.  [St.  Louis  Uiymb. 

The  New  York  correspondent  of  the  U.  S.  Gazette 
says:  “The  loss  of  property  by  the  late  destructive  fire 
in  our  city,  is  to-day,  estimated  at,  as  near  as  may  be, 
to  one  million  of  dollars,  of  which  about  $650,000  was 
covered  by  insurance;  say  $500,000  in  this  city,  and 
$150  000  at  the  eastward;  $50,000  of  which  fails  on  the 
Atlma  office,  at  Hartford.  From  this  sum,  however, 
lnay  be  deducted  about  $200,000,  the  value  of  the  pro- 
perty saved.” 


Destruction  of  an  English  steam,  vessel  by  fire ■ The 
Spanish  government  having  been  informed  that  the 
British  steamer  Waterloo  was  to  sail  from  London 
with  10,000  stand  of  arms,  uniforms  and  ammunition 
for  the  Carlists,  had  ordered  four  vessels  to  cruise  con- 
tinually along  the  coast  to  prevent  this  convoy  reaching 
its  destination.  The  vessel  did  not  reach  her  destina- 
tion, as  she  took  fire  on  Monday,  off' the  Isle  of  Wight, 
and  went  down  after  burning  to  the  water’s  edge.  She 
had  6,000  stand  of  arms  on  board.  The  whole  of  her 
crew,  consisting  of  eleven  men  and  one  passenger, 
were  obliged  to  abandon  her,  and  take  refuge  in  the 
Nab  Light  vessel.  They  lost  all  their  clothes,  but 
were  treated,  when  afterwards  brought  to  shore,  with 
great  kindness.  [ London  paper. 

By  an  order  of  the  French  government,  the  health 
officer  of  Havre  is  directed,  after  the  first  of  Septem- 
ber, to  require  of  every  passenger  arriving  in  the  New 
York  packets  a bill  of  health,  in  failure  of  which  in 
the  case  of  any  passenger,  the  ship  will  be  subjected  to 
quarantine,  and  the  captain  summoned  before  the 
court  to  answer  for  a violation  of  the  law. 

There  are  17  counties  and  70  post  towns  in  the  Unit- 
ed States,  bearing  the  name  of  “Franklin,”  and  8 
other  towns  with  a “ville”  or  other  finale  attached  to 
the  name;  and  there  are  12  counties  and  43  towns 
which  bear  the  name  of  La  Fayette,  orFavette.  There 
are  4 Adams  counties,  and  23  towns,  villes,  &c.;  14 
Monroe  counties  and  48  towns;  9 Marion  counties  and 
27  towns;  12  Madison  counties  and  34  towns,  &c.;  17 
Jefferson  counties  and  52  towns,  villes,  &c.;  13  Jack- 
son  counties,  59  towns,  and  3S  hills,  corners,  &c.;  55 
Liberty  towns  and  counties;  184  Union  counties  and 
towns;  405  towns  with  New  attached  to  their  names; 
170  Mount  somethings;  97  Middle  somethings;  78  Lit- 
tle somethings;  139  North  somethings;  103  South  some- 
things; and  84  Pleasant  somethings. 

The  number  of  vessels  built  in  Maine  during  the  year 
ending  the  30th  September,  1838,  is  144 — 21  ships,  42 
brigs,  78  schooners,  2 sloops,  1 steamboat  (at  Bath). 
Their  tonnage  24,322  0o-95ths.  Of  these  vessels  there 
were  built  at  Passamaquoddy  1 ship,  1 brig — tonnage 
416  23;  at  Machias,  1 brig,  5 schrs — tonnage  788  30; 
at  Frenchman’s  Bay,  5 brigs,  13  schooners — tonnage 
1,725  88;  Penobscot,  7 schooners — tonnage  812  04; 
Belfast,  1 ship,  4 brigs,  10  schooners — tonnage  2,263  04; 
W aldoborough,  5 ships,  11  brigs,  21  schooners — tonnage 
6,310  02;  Wiscasset,  1 ship,  2 brigs,  7 schooners — ton- 
nage 1,092  69;  Bath,  7 ships,  8 brigs,  4 schooners,  1 
sloop,  1 steamboat — tonnage  5,516  07;  Portland,  3 ships, 
9 brigs,  7 schooners,  1 sloop — tonnage  3,317  49;  Saco, 
1 ship — tonnage  617  02;  Kennebunk,  2 ships,  1 brig,  4 
schooners — tonnage  1,408  13. 

Singular  firm.  We  were  yesterday  shown  a letter 
from  Nancy,  (France),  signed  “Husson  and  Seven 
Daughters,”  who,  it  appears,  are  all  active  partners  in 
an  embroidery  establishment  in  that  place.  The  fa- 
ther, we  understand,  attends  to  the  correspondence, 
and  makes  sales  of  the  goods — one  of  the  daughters 
keeps  the  books,  and  the  others  are  engaged  in  the  va- 
rious departments  of  the  establishment,  each  having  a 
particular  portion  or  duty  assigned  them.  Some  of 
their  goods  have  been  shipped  to  this  market,  and  are 
said  to  be  of  superior  quality.  [Charleston  Courier. 

The  Philadelphia  Gazette  states  that  M.  E.  IJersant, 
esq.  who  has  for  many  years  resided  in  this  country  as 
consul  of  France,  is  on  the  eve  of  leaving  Philadelphia 
for  Palma,  in  the  Mediterranean,  having  been  recently 
appointed  by  his  government,  consul  for  the  Belearic 
islands.  The  Gazette  pays  a high  and  well  merited 
compliment  to  the  character  of  Mr.  PI.  He  will  be 
succeeded  by  baron  d’Hauterive. 

Steamboat  explosion.  The  New  Orleans  papers  an- 
nounce the  explosion  of  the  boiler  of  the  steamboat 
Adventure,  at  Van  Buren,  Ark.  by  which  one  man  was 
lulled.  Nearly  a year  ago  this  vessel  was  condemned 
at  Cincinnati,  but  removing  her  quarters,  the  owners 
persisted  in  running  her  until  human  life  has  been  lost 
by  the  adventure.  Are  not  the  owners  murderers  in 
every  sense  of  the  term?  And  will  the  United  States 
authorities  prosecute?  It  is  time  an  example  was  made 
of  some  of  those  who  evince  such  a total  disregard  of 
laws,  and  are  so  reckless  of  the  safety  of  human  life. 

[Balt.  Chron. 

Future  capital  of  the  United  Stales.  The  following 
was  the  toast  read  by  gen.  Gaines,  at  a dinner  given 
him  at  Memphis: 

The  city  of  Memphis — May  she  speedily  be  to  the 
United  States,  what  her  peculiarly  favorable  location 
indicates  will  be  her  destiny — the  seat  of  the  federal  go- 
vernment. 

Judge  Buel,  of  Albany,  formerly  editor  of  the  Argus, 
so  widely  known  for  his  great  services  to  the  agricul- 
ture of  our  country,  died  at  Danburya,  Ct.  on  Sunday. 
He  was  arrested  there  by  sickness,  some  ten  days  ago, 
on  his  way  to  New  Haven,  for  the  purpose  of  address- 
ing an  agriculturalsosiety  there. 

A writer  in  the  Boston  Transcript  says  that  the 
American  interest  in  the  opium  affair  at  Canton,  is 
$1,250,000. 

The  president  has  recogn'zed  senor  Don  Juan  de  la 
Granin,  as  vice  consul  of  Mexico,  for  the  port  of  New 
York. 

Importation  of  coffee.  Several  merchants  at  Louis- 
ville, have  united  in  chartering  a vessel  at  Rio,  and  in- 
tend importing,  direct  to  Louisville,  six  thousand  hags 
of  coffee. 


Great  fire  at  Aiken,  S.  C.  A destructive  conflagra- 
tion broke  out  in  the  flourishing  town  of  Aiken,  (S.  C.) 
on  the  morning  of  the  4th  inst.  which  destroyed  from 
forty  to  fifty  buildings,  of  various  kinds,  before  its  pro- 
gress could  be  stayed.  The  aggregate  loss  is  estimated 
at  $70,000,  of  which  a considerable  portion  is  covered 
by  insurance. 

Naval.  The  ship  Azelia,  S.  B.  Fisk,  arrived  at 
Charleston  on  Monday,  in  33  days  from  Rio  de  Janeiro, 
reports  that  the  U.  S.  ship  Constitution,  com.  Claxton, 
arrived  at  Rio  on  the  27th  ol  August,  all  well.  The 
St.  Louis  arrived  the  same  day.  The  Independence, 
capt.  Nicholson,  was  also  there. 

The.  U.  S.  frigate  Brandywine,  captain  Bolton,  sailed 
from  Hampton  Rhodes  on  Monday  evening  last,  bound 
for  the  Mediterranean.  The  following  is  a list  of  her 
officers: 

Captain  William  Compton  Bolton,  commanding. 

Lieutenants- — John  Kelly,  Richard  S.  Pinckney, 
Fras.  B.  Ellison,  Gurden  B.  Ashlon,  Henry  II.  That- 
cher, James  PI.  Rowan,  Alexander  H.  Marbury. 

Marine  officers. — Lieutenant  Addison  Garland,  com- 
manding marine  guard,  lieut.  Joseph  Watson,  (pas- 
senger to  join  the  Ohio  line  of  battle  ship),  on  tempo- 
rary duty. 

Surgeon. — James  M.  Green. 

Assistant  surgeons. — Niuian  Pinkney,  William  B. 
Sinclair. 

Purser. — Greenville  C.  Cooper. 

Chaplain. — Charles  S.  Stewart. 

Acting  master. — Passed  midshipman  James  M. 
Lockert. 

Professor  of  mathematics. — B.  McGowan. 

Passed  midshipmen. — George  W.  Chapman,  James 
F.  Armstrong,  Roger  N.  Sfembel,  B.  R.  Nichols.  Wil- 
liam H.  Adams,  John  B.  Randolph,  J.  W.  Read,  PI. 
Cadwallader. 

Midshipmen. — Francis  Alexander,  George  W.  Rod- 
gers, Martin  Duralde,  Chas.  H.  Baldwin,  James  R.  H. 
Tajdor,  Abner  Read,  T.  G.  Corbin,  J.  F.  Abott,  Regi- 
nald Fairfax,  R.  P.  Mason,  S Nicholson,  A.  W. 
Stebbins,  A.  J.  Dallas,  Madison  Rush. 

Boatswain. — Charles  Matthews.  Gunner — Lewis 
Parker.  Carpenter — Henry  P.  Leslie.  Sailmaker — 
William  Bennett. 

Captain’s  clerk. — C.  S.  Steward. 

A victim.  A grandson  of  the  patriot  statesman  go- 
vernor Hancock,  was  brought  up  to  the  Boston  police 
court  on  Tuesday  as  a common  drunkard.  He  had  on 
a tattered  frock  coat,  out  at  the  elbows  and  rusty  with 
age,  course  trowsers,  dirty  and  ragged,  old  pumps,  so 
broken  that  his  unwashed  stockings  were  seen  through 
them,  and  without  vest  or  cravat.  The  Times  says 
“His  prospects  once  were  brighter  than  those  of  any 
other  young  man  in  town;  but  now  the  viper,  intem- 
perance, has  fastened  upon  him,  and  his  bloo'd  is  poison- 
ed with  its  sting.  Plis  parents  would  have  done  any 
tiling  for  him,  being  abundantly  able;  but  now  it  is  too 
late.  His  name  blots  the  police  records,  and  there  his 
history  is  in  part  written.” 


The  world  is  governed  too  much.  The  legislature  of 
Florida  which  has  met  annually  fur  17  years,  has  pass- 
ed something  more  than  a thousand  laws  for  the  go- 
vernment of  a country  whose  white  population  has  yet 
only  reached  about  25,000. 

Acts  of  incorporation  granting  charters, 
Amendments  to  the  acts  of  incorporation, 

Acts  granting  exclusive  privileges, 

Divorces, 

Laws  of  a general  nature,  many  of  them  for  in- 
dividual purposes,  700 

[St.  Augustine  Herald. 
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Death  of  an  Indian  chief.  Died  on  tiie  20th  Sept, 
near  the  Oneida  Castle,  Ondayaka,  head  chief  of  the 
Ouondagas,  aged  about  ninety-six  years.  At  the  time 
of  .his  death  Ondayaka  with  the  subordinate  chiefs 
and  principal  men  of  his  nation,  was  on  his  way  to 
join  in  the  ceremony  of  electing  a head  chief  of  the 
Oneidas.  Within  a few  miles  of  the  council  house  of 
the  latter  tribe,  Ondayaka  placed  himself  at  the  head 
of  the  deputation  of  the  Onondagas,  and  commenced 
the  performance  of  the  ceremonies  observed  on  such 
occasions,  when  he  was  suddenly  seized  with  the 
bilious  cholic.  Calling  the  next  chief  in  authority  to 
fill  his  station,  he  withdrew  to  the  road  side,  when  he 
soon  after  expressed  a consciousness  that  “it  was  the 
will  of  the  Great  Spirit  that  he  should  live  no  longer 
upon  the  earth.”  He  sent  for  his  people  and  took  leave 
of  them,  after  counselling  them  to  cultivate  and  prac- 
tice temperance  and  brotherly  love  in  their  councils 
and  among  the  people  of  the  nation,  and  friendship 
and  integrity  with  all.  He  soon  after  became  unable 
to  speak, 'and  in  a few  hours  his  spirit  was  gathered  to 
the  Great  Spirit  who  gave  it.  [Oneida  Whig. 

Deaths,  during  the  last  week  at  New  York,  154;  of 
which  24  were  of  consumption. 


The  Boston  banks  divide  $528,000  for  the  last  halt 
year,  3 1-2  per  cent,  being  the  highest  rate. 

Coroner’s  return— New  York.  From  the  coroner’s 
return,  for  the  quarter  ending  1st  October,  it  appears 
that  within  that  period  he  held  177  inquests.  Two  or 
tliree  of  them  were  ante  mortem  inquests.  In  the  re- 
maining cases,  the  deaths  were  attributed  to  the  follow- 
ing causes:  accidents  39,  visitation  of  God  6,  delerium 
tremens  4,  from  wounds  received  in  affrays  2,  natural 
diseases  30,  drinking  cold  water  1,  drowned  34,  mur- 
dered 4,  intemperance  3,  cause  unknown  41,  suicide  10. 

[Jour,  of  Coin. 
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TO  THE  SUBSCRIBERS  TO  THE  REGISTER. 

The  administratrix  of  my  father’s  estate,  Mrs. 
Sally  Ann  Niles,  having  disposed  of  the  “Register” 
to  Jeremiah  Hughes,  esq.  my  duties,  as  its  editor,  ter- 
minated on  Saturday  last.  In  dissolving  the  connec- 
tion which  has  existed  for  more  than  twenty  years, 
and  which  I have  always  regarded  with  honest  pride, 
my  mind  is  tilled  with  the  most  painful  feelings — 
for  I had  fondly  hoped  that  death  alone  would  sever 
it,  and  that  the  “Register”  would  long,  very  long, 
remain  in  the  family  of  its  founder,  as  an  enduring 
evidence  of  sacred  regard  for  one  of  the  dearest  as- 
pirations of  his  heart.  It  is  not  necessary,  at  this 
time,  to  detail  the  reasons  which  have  caused  this  dis- 
solution of  old  ties  and  old  associations.* — It  is  suffi- 
cient to  state,  that  those  who  have  the  right  to  de- 
cide deemed  them  imperative,  and  that  amidst  the 
conflicting  emotions  of  the  present  moment  I have 
the  proud  consolation  that  I have  surrendered  the 
“Register,”  unimpaired  in  its  character  as  an  his- 
torical record  and  with  a subscription  list  as  large, 
if  not  larger,  than  it  was  when  I received  it  from 
the  hands  of  my  father.  This  statement  I conceive 
to  be  due  to  my  own  character  and  to  the  numerous 
friends  who  have  taken  an  interest  in  my  success 
and  stimulated  my  efforts  amidst  the  difficulties 
which  encompassed  me  almost  from  the  first  day 
I assumed  its  direction. 

There  is  yet  another  consolation — My  successor 
was  an  old  and  esteemed  friend  of  my  late  father — 
one  with  whom  he  consulted  and  advised  on  com- 
mencing this  publication,  and  perfectly  familiar 
with  its  character  and  objects;  who,  in  addition  to 
his  great  experience  as  an  editor,  is  possessed  of 
that  judgment,  tact  and  industry  which  so  emi- 
nently characterized  my  late  father,  and  are  so  much 
needed  in  conducting  this  work.  That  he  will  make 
the  “Register”  more  acceptable  to  its  numerous 
and  intelligent  readers  than  I have  done,  I have  not 
the  least  doubt;  and  I warmly  and  earnestly  com- 
mend him  to  their  countenance  and  support,  feeling 
as  I do  not  only  the  deepest  interest  in  his  success, 
but  in  the  continued  prosperity  of  the  publication. 

Grateful  for  the  kindness  which  has  been  extend- 
ed to  me  by  my  readers,  and  the  numerous  eviden- 
ces of  good  feeling  I have  received  from  my  edi- 
torial brethren,  I bid  them  all  a kindly  farewell. 

WM.  OGDEN  NILES. 

Baltimore,  Oct.  19,  1S39. 

In  compliance  with  usage  immemorial,  upon  as- 
suming the  duties  of  an  editorial  department,  we 
proceed  to  make  our  respectful  bow  to  our  patrons 
and  to  the  public,  with  both  of  whom  we  hope  to 
become  more  favorably  acquainted.  Assured  that 
they  will  willingly  excuse  us  from  making  any  pro- 
fessions upon  this  occasion,  we  shall  attempt  none. 
“By  his  works  ye  shall  know  him,”  is  the  strict  cri- 
terion at  last,  to  which  we  all  must  be  brought;  un- 
der such  responsibility,  we  shall  have  much  cause 
for  kind  indulgence.  The  example  of  our  esteemed 
predecessor,  and  that  of  his  venerated  father,  wdiose 
name  we  have  the  proud  privilege  of  preserving  in 
the  title  of  the  work,  shall  not  be  lost  upon  us.  To 
collect  materials  upon  the  foundations  they  have  laid 
for  the  future  history  of  the  passing  age,  and  to  af- 
ford a standard  and  impartial  record  of  public  docu- 
ments, incidents  and  decisions,  which  may  be  refer- 
red to  as  authority,  is  now  a duty  of  sacred  import: 

*The  correspondence  on  this  subject,  with  a narra- 
tive of  the  transactions  which  have  occurred  since  my 
father’s  death,  shall  be  appended  to  his  biographical 
memoir,  a copy  of  which  will  be  presented  to  eacn  sub- 
scriber to  the  “Register. ’’ 

Vol.  VII.— Sig.  8. 


we  invoke  the  aid  of  all  who  are  friendly  to  such  an 
object,  to  assist  us  in  performing  it. 

JERH.  HUGHES. 

Baltimore,  19th  October,  1839. 

(jCy-The  residue  of  the  numbers  required  to  com- 
plete volume  56,  viz:  Nos.  13, 14, 15,18,  19  and  20, 
the  publication  of  which  was  omitted  since  the 
death  of  H.  Niles,  as  well  as  the  indices  and  title 
pages  for  that  and  the  two  preceding  volumes  of  the 
Register,  will  be  completed  and  forwarded  to  sub- 
scribers with  the  least  possible  delay.  Additional 
hands  are  now'  employed  for  that  purpose. 

Ocj*We  take  the  liberty  of  addressing  a copy  of 
this  number  of  Niles’  National  Register  to 
a tew’  persons,  not  now  upon  our  subscription  list, 
but  whose  names  we  should  be  glad  to  place  there,  if 
they  deem  the  possession  of  such  a publication  worth 
the  $5  per  annum  which  it  costs. 

The  value  of  a Register  to  its  readers,  depends 
much  upon  its  having  a comprehensive  index  of  con- 
tents; and  that  would  be  vastly  enhanced  by  having  it 
simultaneously  kept  up  with  the  publication.  With  this 
view,  as  well  as  the  better  to  qualify  ourselves  for  the 
details  of  the  duty  we  have  undertaken,  we  commence 
by  furnishing  in  this  number  an  index  of  the  contents 
of  the  seven  numbers  already  published,  of  the  current 
volume,  intending  that  each  number  shall  in  future 
contain  a synopsis  of  its  own  contents. 

Besides  this  material  improvement,  we  design  in 
future  numbers,  and  regret  that  we  had  not  com- 
menced in  this  number,  something  like  the  follow- 
ing general  arrangement  of  the  contents. 

1st.  Foreign  articles.  1 of  a general  charac- 
ter— as  of  Europe,  &c.  2,  British  affairs — 3, 
French — 4,  German — 5,  Belgium — 6,  Prus- 
sia— 7,  Poland — 8,  Russia  and  the  northern 
powers — 9,  Spain  and  Portugal — 10,  Italy 
and  Greece — 11,  Turkey  and  Egypt — 12, 
Africa  and  Liberia — 13,  Asia — 14,  the  Paci- 
fic— 15,  South  America,  and  the  West  In- 
dies— 16,  Texas — 17,  Canada. 

2d.  National  concerns.  1,  of  a general  cha- 
racter— 2,  foreign  relations — 3,  trade  and 
commerce — 4,  tariff,  American  system,  &c. 
5,  public  lands — 6,  post  office — 7,  army — 8, 
uavy — 9,  frontier  and  Indian  affairs,  the  war 
in  Florida,  &c. 

3d.  The  states.  Arranged  geographically, 
Maine,  Massachusetts,  Vermont,  8tc. 

4th.  Passing  incidents.  Local  affairs,  of  places, 
persons — state  of  the  markets. 

5th.  Cases  in  court.  Trials  and  legal  deci- 
sions. 

6th.  Political.  Party  movements  and  parly 
principles,  an  impartial  record  of. 

7th.  Inventions — Improvements — the  arts 
and  literature. 

8th.  Congressional  proceedings. 

9th.  A chronicle — alphabetically  arranged  as 
in  this  number,  will  occupy  the  last  page. 

CO-It  will  be  regarded  as  a favor,  on  the  part  of 
such  editors  as  will  do  us  the  kindness,  to  insert  a 
notice  of  the  above  project,  with  their  announce- 
ment of  the  change  in  the  propriertorship  of  the 
Register. 

INDEX  OF  THE  NATIONAL  REGISTER, 
From  No.  1 to  No.  7 inclusive,  of  volume  57. 

Abduction,  of  Sidney  O.  Francis,  a colored  boy  99 

Adams,  J.  Q.  on  the  license  law  of  Mass.  4;  as  a 
horticulturist  13 

Aiken,  Georgia,  fire  at,  4th  Oct.  t 112 

Africa  and  Africans,  see  Amistad;  Wilson’s  account 
of  a sovereign  of  24;  military  posts  occupied  by  the 
British  army  in  52;  information  from,  by  the  arrival  ot 


the  Euphrates,  captured  by  the  British  on  the  coast  of, 
and  sent  in  to  be  tried  here  as  an  American  slaver  84; 
termination  of  the  war  in  Little  Bassa  84;  letter  of  go- 
vernor Buchanan  relative  to  said  war,  the  slave  trade 
and  colonization  107 

Age  of  navy  officers  48 

Agricultural  resources  of  Pennsylvania  57;  cultiva- 
tion of  ficus  elastitia  in  Cuba  64;  see  wheat. 

Albany — articles  of  association  signed  by  citizens  of, 
in  1775  87 

Algiers — population  of  80 

Alabama — law  of,  for  enslaving  free  people  of  color 
that  remain  in  the  state  64 

Alcohol,  Dr.  Christisons  statement  of  the  quantity  of, 
in  wines  71 

America — military  posts  occupied  by  the  British  anny 
in  52;  discoveries  of  Thomas  Simpson  on  the  northern 
coast  of  96 

American  ministers,  notice  of  Mr.  Muhlenberg,  at 
Vienna  51 

American  manufactures,  mistaken  for  British  50;  ca- 
lico prints  at  Mulhnusen  works,  Southwark  64;  that  es- 
tablishment burnt  down  67;  superior  locomotives  96 
American  system,  effects  of  the  44 

American  ingenuity,  in  evading  laws  37;  furnishing 
locomotive  engines  for  European  rail  roads  48;  Harris’ 
steam  boat  paddles  98 

American  revolution,  table  showing  the  date  and 
places  of  the  battles  fought  during  the,  commanders, 
respective  losses,  fyc.  23;  capture  ot  Vincennes  in  1779 
hy  gen.  Clarke  86;  articles  of  association  signed  by  ci- 
tizens of  Albany  city  and  county  in  1775  87 

American  Institute,  fair  of  the  16, 20,  50 

Amburg,  Mr.  and  his  managerie  13 

Amistad,  a suspicious  vessel  reported  1;  capture  and 
arrival  with  Africans  on  board  28;  further  particulars 
29:  death  of  one  of  the  Africans  48;  Spanish  minister 
demands  her  48;  some  account  of  the  Africans  50;  trial 
in  U.  S.  circuit  court  73;  decision  of  judge  Thompson 
75;  relative  to  the  Africans  of  the  99,  105 

Antwerp — arrivals  at,  from  1832  to  1838  34 

Auction,  a bargain  bought  at  96 

Ancient  city  of  Palenque  _ 1 1 

Arkansas — sale  of  the  state  bonds  in  London  98 
Arts,  exhibition  of  the,  in  France  89 

Asia — military  posts  occupied  by  the  British  army  in 
52;Balochee  fort  taken  by  storm  53 

Apache  Indians  18 

Appropriations  by  the  British  parliament  70 

Army  intelligence  22;  Trenton  encampment  22; 
movement  of  troops  32;  monument  proposed  to  lieut. 
D.  E.  Hale  32;  monument  to  col.  R.  A.  Thompson  35; 
board  of  examiners  for  admission  into  the  36;  a nation- 
al military  convention  proposed  36;  camp  Washington, 
review  at  Trenton  55;  valuable  statistical  publication 
presented  by  the  medical  department  of  the  British  na- 
vy, to  the  U.  S.  surgeon  general,  the  correspondence 
72;  gen.  Scott  at  Trenton  encampment  96 

Army,  see  British. 

Aroostook  timber  22;  see  boundary. 

Augusta,  Georgia,  yellow  fever  at  16,  32 

Austria,  see  Vienna;  prince  Matternich  sick  53;  re- 
turn of  the  envoy  of,  to  Washington  65 

Banda  Oriental  2 

Barnstable,  speech  of  governor  Everett  at  the  cente- 
nial  celebration  of  62 

Baltimore  -relative  to  the  mob  against  a convent  in  3; 
number  of  passengers  arrived  at  16;  new  public  store 
at  17;  correspondence  between  the  mayor  and  Catho- 
lics of,  relative  to  the  nunnery  affair  56;  attempt  to 
burn  the  Wash  ngton  fire  company’s  engine  house  80 
Banks,  the  state  security  banks  of  N.  York  12;  con- 
dition of  the,  of  England  12;  assets  and  liabilities  of  the, 
of  England  16;  of  Indiana  declining  specie  payments 
16;  in  Mississippi  18;  proceedings  of  the  safety  fund 
banking  convention  33;  the  northern  banks  of  England 
dissolved  53;  condition  of  the  Bank  of  England  54;  agen- 
cy of  the  Bank  of  the  U.  States  of  Pennsylvania  trans- 
ferred to  the  Barrings  65;  the  Pennsylvania  loan  nego- 
tiation 65;  the  in  N.  York  65;  increase  of  in  Mississippi 
from  1839  to  1839  69;  estimate  of specie  in  the  union  70; 
statement  of  condition  of  ib.;  arrangement  of  the  Bank 
of  England,  to  draw  on  the  bankers  of  Paris  70;  exi- 
gencies of  that  bank  ib.;  drafts  of  the  U.  S.  bank  pro- 
tested in  France,  and  its  post  notes  in  N.  York — sus- 
pensions of  specie  payments  at  Philadelphia  97;  rela- 
tive to  the,  of  Georgia  98;  half  yearly  dividends  at  Bos- 
ton . 112 

Boston — commercial  progress  of  6;  toasts  at  8;  me- 
chanics fair  at  50;  bank  dividends  at  112 

Bayard,  Richard  H.  appointed  chief  justice  of  Dela- 
ware 65 

Barrings,  appointed  agents  of  the  Bank  ol  the  Unit- 
ed States  65 

Bankruptcy  at  Paris  64 

Belgium  19;  claims  on  49 

Barbadoes,  intelligence  from  and  trade  of  26;  earth- 
quake at  50 

Black,  judge,  of  Delaware,  death  of  32 

Bermuda,  yellow  fever  at  50 
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Birmingham,  attempt  of  the  Chartists  to  fire  14 
Battles — preparations  for  celebrating  the,  of  North 
Point  22;  celebration  of  the  defence  of  Sandusky  22; 
com.  Elliott  in  the,  of  Lake  Erie  22;  table  of  respective 
losses,  commanders,  place  and  date  of  during  the  Ame- 
rican revolution  23 

Betting  on  elections,  sentence  of  court  in  a case  of  96 
Beds,  exhibitions  of  90 

Bell  & Grant,  brokers  of  London,  resume  80 

Bibles,  among  sailors  34;  number  of  in  the  U.  S.  80 
Bodisco,  Mr.  Russian  minister,  returns  to  Washing- 
ton 82 

Boyhood  of  James  Watts  83 

Boundary  line — commissioners  to  mark  the,  between 
U.  S.  and  Texas  1, 65;  to  ascertain  the,  of  Maine  3;  the 
governor  of  Maine  writes  to  R.  Mclntire,  esq.  apprizing 
him  of  depredations  upon  the  disputed  territory,  and  ad- 
vising him  to  forewarn,  &c.  82;  he  publishes  a caution 
accordingly,  ib. 

Boston,  commerce  and  revenue  of  98 

Brazil,  decree  of  the  government  of,  duty  on  wines  50 
Brandywine  frigate,  capt.  Bolton,  sailed  for  the  Me- 
deterranean,  list  of  officers  112 

Bronze  work,  exhibition  of  90 

Brauns  Ludwig,  recognized  as  Prussian  consul  at 
Baltimore  80 

Brooklyn,  dimentions  of  the  war  steamer  building  at 
68;  fire  at  104 

British  affairs — commissioners  to  ascertains  bounda- 
ry of  Maine  3;  law  of  usury  6;  expense  of  the  corona- 
tion of  queen  Victoria  33;  dispute  of  com.  Hull  with  an 
admiral  relative  to  rank  36;  passage  of  the  slave  trade 
suspension  bill,  and  protest  entered  45;  military  stations 
occupied  by  the  army  of  52;  arrangements  of  the  Bank 
of  England  to  draw  on  Paris  capitalists  71;  see  na- 
tional courtesy  72;  experiments  to  ascertain  in  how 
short  a time  steamers  can  be  built  80 

British  Queen  (steamer),  arrival  of,  &c.  52;  applica- 
tion for  a figure  head  for  the  64:  log  book  68 

Brandywine  U.  S.  ship;  capt.  Bolton  assumes  com- 
mand of  the  16 

Bridge  at  the  Muscle  Shoals  16;  at  St.  Louis  16,  80; 
broken  at  Washington  25;  broken  by  a caravan  at 
Cayuga  64;  across  the  Mohawk,  destroyed  64 

Brazil,  a cargo  of  rice  from  16;  report  that  the  frigate 
U.  States  and  sloop  of  war  Marion  is  to  relieve  the  In- 
dependence and  Fairfield  at  64 

Bread  stuffs,  prices  declining,  large  quantities  in  mar- 
ket 82;  prices  of  on  the  Wabash,  in  Missouri  96 

Buffalo,  trade  of  48 

Buenos  Ayres,  information  from  2;  mob  in  the  senate 
chamber  and  death  of  the  president  in  his  chair  56 
Buchanan,  Thos.  governor  of  Liberia,  letter  from  167 
Buel,  judge,  of  Albany,  death  announced  1 12 

Canada,  murder  of  prisoners  in,  by  col.  Prince  52; 
new  governor  of  53;  cost  of  to  England  32;  govern- 
ment of  39;  report  that  Poulett  Thompson  is  to  be  the 
new  governor  80;  shipment  of  condemned  prisoners  to 
Botany  Bay  82 

Cattle,  sale  of,  at  Philadelphia  112 

Cases  in  court,  see  law  cases. 

Canton,  changes  of  trade  with  36;  interruption  of  the 
opium  trade  with  50,  53;  affair  between  captain 

Elliott  and  the  authorities  of  56,  64;  captain  Elliott  or- 
ders the  British  residents  to  leave  66;  correspondence  of 
Mr.  Snow,  American  consul,  with  the  imperial  com- 
missioner 67;  further  intelligence  from  101;  change  of 
our  trade  with  112;  estimate  of  the  American  interest 
in  the  opium  trade  112 

Canal,  from  the  Four  Lakes  to  the  Wisconsin  20;  tolls 
of  the,  of  N.  York,  from  1835  to  1839,  48;  business  on 
the  Welland  canal  64;  relative  to  locomotives  on  the 
banks  of,  to  propel  boats  96;  gov.  Porter  declines  to  ap- 
prove the  act  for  enlarging  the  Union  canal  96 

Cannon,  large  one  ca=t  at  Alger’s  foundary  64;  its  di- 
mensions 80;  see  mortar. 

Carey,  Mathew,  accident  to  32;  death  of  49;  expres- 
sion of  regret  from  the  managers  of  the  state  tempe- 
rance society  of  Penn.  83 

Catholics,  correspondence  with  gov.  Seward  25;  with 
the  mayor  of  Baltimore  relative  to  the  nunnery  affair  56 
Centenary  of  Methodism,  col.  Preston’s  subscription 
explained  16;  meeting  and  contributions  to,  at  Wash- 
ington 96 

Chartist  riots  14,  38;  their  national  conventions  108 
Charleston,  S.  C.  fever  at  6,  32,  49;  tribute  to  the  me- 
mory of  gen-  Hayne  104 

Carpets,  exhibition  of  90 

Camanche  Indians  18 

China,  see  Canton. 

Cherokee  Indians — conflicting  parties  of  Ridge  and 
Ross  3;  noth  e of  22,  42,  further  particulars  43;  becom- 
ing quiet  50;  statement  of  John  A.  Bell  and  Stand 
WaUe,  relative  to  85;  decree  of  the  convention  85;  oath 
of  renunciation  of  the  treaty  and  allegiance,  presented 
by  Ross’s  council  86 

Chippewaps,  see  Indians. 

Chicago,  major  Long’s  account  of,  in  1823  35 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal,  riots  on  the  37;  state  of 
Maryland  bonds  pledged  by  the,  to  a bank  in  Balti- 
more, advertised  at  auction  81;  description  of  the,  by  T. 
Fillebrown  104 

Charleston  and  Cincinnati  rail  road,  proceeding  re- 
specting the  part  of  a route  already  completed  67 
Census  of  South  Carolina  34 

Clay,  Henry — tour  to  the  north,  reception  at  New 
York  8;  at  Philadelphia  9;  at  Baltimore  10;  at  Farquier 
Springs  25;  compliment  to,  by  the  American  Sentinel 
98;  invitation  to  visit  Tennessee,  and  his  reply  102 

Chippewa,  the  heroes  of  83 

Clocks  and  watches,  exhibition  of,  in  France  89 


Clarke,  Daniel,  vast  estate  of,  claimed  by  the  wife  of 
gen.  Gaines  70 

Clayton,  judge,  resignation  of  17 

Clarke,  governor  of  Kentucky,  death  of  23 

Coffee,  importation  of,  direct  to  Louisville  112 

Clarke,  gen.  G.  R.  account  of  the  capture  of  Vin- 
cennes by,  in  1779  86 

Circassia,  Russian  victories  in  53 

Cincinnati,  seizure  of  woollen  goods  at  80;  new  build- 
ings at  80;  mob  against  the  negro  doctor  John  Wood- 
ward 83 

Columbia  U.  S.  frigate,  at  Macao,  E.  I.  27th  April  82 
Coach  wheels,  Tollers  48 

Commerce,  of  Boston  6,  98;  of  Philadelphia  21,  of  the 
U.  S.  23;  arrivals  at  New  York  32;  arrivals  at  Antwerp 
from  1832  to  1838,  34;  with  Hayti  37;  exports  from  the 
U.  S.  from  1815  to  1838,  40;  of  Buffalo  48;  partial  duty 
on  goods  imported  into  Sweden  in  American  vessels 
repealed  82;  measurement  goods  in  Holland  and 
the  north  of  Europe  112;  change  of  trade  with 
Canton,  Calcutta,  &c.  112;  number  of  vessels 

built  in  Maine  112;  direct  importation  of  coffee  to 
Louisville  112 

Consuls — recognised  17;  remarks  relative  to  the,  at 
Hayti  23;  sundry  recognised  32;  L.  Brauns,  as  Prussian, 
at  Baltimore  80;  Mr.  M.  E.  Hersant,  for  the  Belevaric 
islands  112;  Don  Juan  de  la  Granja,  Mexican,  at  New 
York  112 

Convent,  relative  to  the  mob  against  the,  in  Balti- 
more 3 

Cotton  trade,  with  England  5;  the  twin  or  okra  cot- 
ton 24;  estimate  of  the  loss  on,  at  New  Orleans  48;  cot- 
ton market  in  England  55;  quantity  of,  at  the  southern 
marts  64;  letter  of  Mr.  McDuffie  on  the  cotton  circular 
and  91;  prices  of,  in  England  97 

Cotton  circular,  letters  of  Humphries  and  Biddle, 
John  Ingersoll,  &c.  _ 27 

Constitution,  U.  S.  ship,  commodore  Claxton,  arrives 
at  Rio  27th  August  112 

Corn  crpps,  in  the  Wabash  valley,  in  Missouri  86 
Courts  martial,  naval,  at  Pensacola  16 

Court  of  inquiry,  report  of  the,  in  the  case  of  commo- 
dore Elliott,  made  33 

Colonial  emancipation,  statement  relating  to  108 

Collector,  perquisites  of  the,  at  New  York  estimated 

96 

Columbia  college,  application  for  the  crown  that 
formerly  was  on  the  dome  of  64 

Coronation  expenses  of  queen  Victoria  33 

Counterfeit  coin  16 

Coffin,  sir  Isaac,  reminiscences  of  23,  25 

Corn,  on  topping  and  gathering  32 

Colonization,  collection  by  Elliott  Cressen,  for  32;  let- 
ter from  gov.  Buchanan,  of  Liberia  107 

Copy  right,  case  commenced  32 

Constitution,  vote  on  adopting  a,  for  Florida  48 

Colored  population,  see  abduction. 

Criminal  humane  institution  of  New  York  15 

Cressen.  Elliott,  see  colonization. 

Cruelty  to  brutes,  a dog  32 

Congress,  death  of  Albert  G.  Harrison,  representa- 
tive from  Missouri  49;  election  to,  in  Maryland  81;  va- 
cancies in  97 

Crops  in  England  38,  53, 54,  70;  in  New  England  66 
Cuba,  cultivation  of  ficus  elastitia  in  64 

Currency,  Russian  edict  on  6,  98 

Davis,  col.  S.  B.  sword  to,  from  the  state  of  Dela- 
W’are  80 

Daguerrotype,  process  and  relative  to  the  inven- 
tion 64,  73 

Dayton,  A.  O.  esq.  oration  at  Princeton,  notice  of  99 
Decisions  of  court,  in  a case  of  liability  of  stage 
owners  28 

Deer,  race  between  a,  and  a steamer  64 

Debts,  of  the  several  states  4;  marrying  a widow  so 
as  to  avoid  paying  her,  7;  of  Indiana  36 

Delaware  breakwater  21 

Delaware  state — death  of  judge  Black,  of  32;  Rich’d. 
II.  Bayard  appointed  in  his  place  65;  sword  to  be  pre- 
sented by,  to  col.  S.  B.  Davis  80 

Deaths — of  Mathew  Carey  49;  of  Waller,  archbi- 
shop of  Sweden  64;  sir  James  Stewart,  sir  Robert 
Clayton;  sir  Thomas  Dallas,  at  Philadelphia  64;  of  Al- 
bert Triplet,  at  Montevido  65;  of  E.  Kirbv  and  T.  Hol- 
land; at  Mobile  66;  of  Win.  Chequer  80;  John  C.  Poole 
crushed  between  two  rail  road  cars  80;  of  six  persons 
in  the  New  Orleans  mint  by  yellow  fever  80;  Richard 
Renold  Keene  80;  of  gen.  Robert  Y.  Hayne,  of  South 
Carolina  81;  William  Dunlap,  at  New  York  96;  Da- 
vid S.  Burnel,  at  Natchetcches  96;  Wm.  Burnell  96;  of 
judge  Buel  112;  Ondayaka,  chief  of  the  Onondagas  112; 
at  New  Y ork  ib. 

Don  Carlos,  rumour  that  he  is  taken  prisoner  53 
Draught  in  Kentucky  16;  in  the  west  48;  in  Geor- 
gia 80 

Dunlap,  Mr.  Texian  minister,  arrives  at  Washing- 
ton S2 

Dyott,  Dr.  case  of  18 

Dumont  discovery  4 

Ducatel  Dr.  in  Pategonia  23 

Earthquake  at  Martinique  35;  at  Barbadoes,  Grana- 
da, &c.  50 

East  Indies,  Balochee  fort  stormed  and  taken  53 
Editorship,  lord  Lyndhurst’s  remarks  on  4 

Eastport,  contributions  from,  to  the  suffers  by  fire  at 
St.  Johns  20 

Egypt,  victory  of  the  army  of,  over  the  Turkish  ar- 
my 14;  Mahemet  Ali,  pasha  of  31;  affair  with  Tur- 
key 39 

I Egyptian  sarcaphogus,  see  Girrard  college 


Election  returns  of  Indiana  21;  Rhode  Island  21;  of 
congressmen  in  Indiana  50;  of  Vermont  65;  in  Mary- 
land 81,  100 

Electors  of  president,  and  vice  president,  whig  nomi- 
nations of  in  Kentucky  21 

Elliott,  commodore,  in  the  battle  of  Lake  Erie  22;  cor- 
respondence .with  the  committee  of  Girrard  college 
31;  report  of  the  court  of  inquiry  on,  handed  in  33,  98 
Elopement  from  the  sultanas  haram  80 

Emegrants,  see  passengers;  number  of  this  year  at 
Quebec  64 

Embroidery,  French  32 

England — cost  of  Canada  to  31;  news  from  by  the 
Great  Western  38;  rumour  of  negotiation  with  Texas, 
Thames  tunnel  nearly  completed,  money  concerns, 
penny  postage  bill,  crops  and  prospect  of  harvest,  steam 
communication  with  America  and  West  Indies  33; 
chartists,  state  of  the  country  38;  arrival  of  specie  in 
48;  intelligence  from  by  the  British  Queen  steamer, 
crops,  harvest,  markets,  weather,  money  market  still 
oppressed  52;  price  of  stocks,  affray  at  Egham,  north- 
ern banks  of  England  dissolved  53;  Queen’s  speech 
proroging  parliament,  partial  changes  in  the  ministry, 
new  governor  of  Canada,  tournament  63;  weatherand 
prospect  of  crops,  money  market,  condition  of  the  Bank 
of  England  54;  cotton  market  55;  crops,  weather, 
&c.  70;  appropriations  by  parliament  70;  exigences 
and  expedients  of  the  Bank  of  England  71;  chartist 
riots  in  141 

Everett  gov.  speech  of,  at  the  Barnstable  centenial 
celebration  62 

Europe,  magnificent  project  for  rail  roads  in  51;  mi- 
litary posts  occupied  by  the  British  army  in  52;  intelli- 
gence from,  by  arrival  of  the  British  Queen  52,  97 
Exchanges,  columns  for  the  buildine  at  N.  Y.  64 
Exports  of  the  United  States  from  1815  to  1838  40 

Exploring  expedition,  nature  of  the  2;  instance  of 
international  courtecy  17;  intelligence  from,  Sea  Gull 
supposed  to  be  lost  64 

Fair  of  the  American  institute  16, 20 

Festivals,  of  the  Manchester  charitable  mechanics 
association  106 

Florida — movements  of  col.  Harney,  protest  of  the 
inhabitants  of  St.  Augustine  against  Florida  being  a 
single  state  40;  items  of  the  war  44;  a majority  for 
adopting  a constitution  for  48;  Indians  attack  a party 
of  volunteers  on  Orange  lake,  27th  August,  fight  at 
Fort  Andrews  80;  fight  of  a party  on  the  Suwannee, 
whilst  building  a bridge  82;  the  hostages  detained  by 
col.  Harney,  when  discharged,  prefer  remaining,  ib.; 
posture  of  Indian  affairs  in  99;  governing  too  much,  in- 
stanced in  the  number  of  laws  enacted  in,  &c.  112 

Forrest,  Edwin  purchases  Leggett’s  library  112 

Flour  inspected  during  the  year  at  Richmond  96 
Fishing  sport  at  cape  Cod  64 

Ficus  elastitia,  cultivation  of,  in  the  island  of  Cuba  64 
Fitch,  the  inventor  of  steamboats  24 

Fire,  at  St.  John’s  16;  New  Orleans  16;  at  St.  Louis 
34;  the  national  Theatre  and  three  churches  at  New 
York  69;  extensive  fire  at  Natchez  69;  extensive  at 
Philadelphia  81,  102;  at  New  York  5th  October  103;  at 
Brooklyn  104;  the  Waterloo  steamer  112;  at  Aiken, 
Georgia  112 

Fire  department,  Basil  Halls  remarks  on  the  96 

Fire  engine,  use  of,  to  displace  gass  from  a well  16 
Forgery,  Scherpf  indicted  for,  not  appearing,  recog- 
nizance forfeited  64 

Fox,  Mr.  British  minister  at  Washington  82 

Foreign  ministers,  notice  of  82 

Francis,  Sidney  O.  see  abduction. 

Franklin  proposing  prayer  in  the  constitutional  con- 
vention 36 

Freak  of  wealth,  incidents  at  Amsterdam  37 

France — see  legation  to,  embroidaries  of  32;  French 
steamboats  34;  rail  road  from'Paris  to  Verseilles,  opened 
64;  bankruptcy  at  Paris  64;  reported  negotiation  with 
Texas  66;  arrangements  of  the  Bank  of  Eagland  to 
draw  on  the  capitalists  of,  71;  quarantine  law  atHavre, 
a decree  82;  exhibition  of  arts  in  89 

Fruit  trees,  new  method  of  raising  48 

Furnaces  and  consumption  of  iron  J6 

Gass,  fire  engine  used  to  displace  from  a well  16 
Gales,  course  of  north  east  36 

Gaines,  general,  vast  estate  claimed  by  the  wife  of, 
as  heir  of  Daniel  Clarke  70 

Girard  college — correspondence  of  the  committee  of 
the,  with  commodore  Elliott,  relative  to  the  sarcopha- 
gus 31;  description  of  36 

Georgia,  draught  in  80;  relative  to  obtaining  a loan 
for,  in  Europe  96;  relative  to  the  banks  of  98 

Gold,  a preserver  ol  beauty  48 

Gone  ’coon  112 

Greece,  return  of  the  kin"  and  queen  of  Athens  67; 
the  king  summonses  the  heroes  of  Condouriotti  and 
Zaimi  to  his  councils  67 

Greek  girls,  exhibiting  wonders  67 

Great  western  steamer,  arrival  of  38 

Guatemala,  intelligence  from  34 

Guns,  see  cannon. 

Hayne,  gen.  R.  Y.  death  of  81;  meeting  at  Charles- 
ton, and  tribute  to  his  memory  104;  meeting  &c.  at 
Philadelphia  105 

Hamburg,  state  of  money  market  at  55 

Harrison,  Albert  G.  representative  in  congress  from 
Missouri,  death  of  45 

Harrisburg,  supply  of  water  at  43 

Hale,  lieut.  David  E.  monument  proposed  to  32 

Hawks,  rev.  Dr.  collocation  80 

Hayti,  remarks  relative  to  the  consul  at  23;  commerce 
with  . 37 

i Harvard  University,  triennial  catalogue  80 
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Havre,  quarantine  laws  at,  decree  _ 82;  112 

Hersant,  M.  E.  consol  for  the  Beleavic  islands  1 12 
Hidden  treasure  discovered  96 

Honory,  see  monuments;  diplomas  from  the  academy 
of  Acadia  to  the  poets  Rogers  and  Moore  80;  descrip- 
tion of  sword  to  be  presented  by  the  state  of  Delaware 
to  col.  S.  B.  Davis  80;  tribute  to  the  memory  of  general 
Hayne  104,  106 

Horse  rode  by  Napoleon  at  the  battle  of  Waterloo  64 
Hogs,  weight  of  two  in  Ky.  04 

Holland,  commercial  treaty  with  67 

Horse  collars,  improvement  in  by  inflating  32 

Hornet,  sloop  of  war,  relative  to  the  loss  of  2 

Howard,  gen.  B.  C.  address  of,  ou  laying  the  corner 
stone  of  the  North  Point  monument  59 

Humane  criminal  institution  ofN.  Y.  15 

Hudson  river,  number  of  streams  on  the  16 

Hunters  Lodge  ,23 

Hull,  commodore,  dispute  with  British  admiral  re- 
specting rank  36 

Hussen  and  seven  daughters,  a firm  112 

Ice  mountain  and  hanging  rock  in  Va.  £4 

Intemperance,  a victim  of  112 

Illinois,  relative  to  the  office  of  secretary  of  state  of 
7;  votes  polled  in,  population  32;  praries  of  51;  large 
quantity  of  pork  in  96;  loan  ncgociated  96 

International  courteey,  instance  of  17 

Indiana,  bank  of,  declining  specie  payments  16;  ru- 
mor of  loss  by  the  fund  commissioners  of  21;  election 
returns  21;  debt  and  resources  of  36;  number  of  votes 
for  congressmen  for  1837  and  1S39  50;  assertions  re- 
specting the  politics  of  judge  Wick  of  50 

Indians,  relative  to  the  of  Florida,  see  Florida;  con- 
flicting parties  of  Cherokees  3;  respecting  massacre  of 
Chippeways  by  the  Sioux  near  Fort  SnelTing  3;  rumor 
of  the  disturbances  at  Fort  Gibson  contradicted  16; 
Mexican  mode  of  warfare  against  the  Camanches  and 
Apaches  18;  notice  of  the  Cherokees  22;  removal  of  the 
Ottaways  22;  the  Senecas  22;  Cherokees  becoming  quiet 
50;  removal  of  the  Otlowas  112;  death  of  Ondayaka, 
chief  of  the  Onondagas  112 

Insurance  companies,  loss  of,  the  by  the  fire  in  New 
York  5th  Oct.  104 

Indian  rubber,  new  use  of  96 

Iron,  furnaces,  and  consumption  of  16 

Iowa,  land  sale  in  20;  proclamation  of  the  governor 
of  Missouri  relative  to  the  boundary  line  72 

Inventions,  White’s  method  of  towing  boats  by  wa- 
terpower 64;  a new  kind  of  railway  80;  Harris’  paddles 
for  steamboats  93;  Southworth’s  tide  and  current  wa- 
ter wheel  98;  Parson’s  upright  vibratory  single  ma- 
chine 98 

Inquests,  number  of  at  New  York  112 

Jamaica,  intelligence  from  2,  26,  34 

John  Adams,  United  States  corvette,  at  Macao,  E. 
1. 4th  May  . 82 

Jones,  Sam,  Seminole  chief,  notices  of  99 

Judge,  death  of  Black,  chief  justice  oi  Delaware  32; 
Bayara  appointed  65 

Jurors,  judge  Shaw  on  the  scruples  of  5 

Kentucky — drought  in  16;  whig  nomination  of  presi- 
dential electors  21;  death  of  the  governor,  Clarke  23; 
presentments  at  Paris  in  32;  C.  A.  Wickliffe  assumes 
the  duties  of  governor  33;  weight  of  two  hogs  in  64 
Keeney,  Daniel,  the  pilot — manoevre  of  26 

Kelp,  quantities  thrown  upon  the  beach  at  Nan- 
tucket 64 

Knower,  Benjamin,  death  of  16 

Knowldge  is  power,  illustrated  20 

Land  sales  in  Iowa  20;  kinds  of  money  received  for 
public,  different  at  different  places  21;  sale  of  Maine 
lands  on  the  Penobscot  river  96 

Lakes,  magnitude  and  depth  of  100 

Lamps,  exhibition  of  90 

Lake  Nicaragua,  company  formed  that  propose  a 
route  of  communication  from  London  to  the  Pacific  and 
East  Indies,  by  way  of  82 

Laborers,  religious  instructions  to,  on  rail  roads  80 

Law  cases-copy  right  case  commenced  32;  of  Scherpf 
indicted  for  forgery  not  appearing,  recognizance  for- 
feited 64;  against  S.  R.  Woods  for  peijury  postponement 
proposed  and  argued  64;  a singular,  decided  by  the 
tribunal  de  premiere  63;  the  schooner  Amisted  73; 
judge  Thompson’s  decision  thereon  75;  the  trial  of 
Webb  for  libel  on  Cooper  postponed  SO;  case  of  a 
mate  left  on  the  coast  of  Asia  Minor  for  disobedience 
to  his  captain’s  orders  83;  case  of  Sparks  police  officer 
New  York,  dismissed  for  malpractices  83;  important 
decisions  of  the  supreme  court  of  New  Jersey  in  a case 
of  usury  83;  damages  for  seduction  84;  trial  for  right  of 
ailmony  in  New  York  96;  sentence  in  a case  of  bet- 
ting on  elections  96 

Legation,  relative  to  the  secretary  to  the,  to  France 

7,  44 

Leggett’s  library  sold  Forrest  112 

Legislating,  instance  of  governing  too  much  112 
Licence  law,  J.  Q.  Adams  on  the,  of  hjass.  4 

Lindhurst,  lord  his  remarks  on  editorship  4 

Liverpool  steamer,  log  book  of  the  5 

Liberia — pleasing  intelligence  from,  letter  of  rev.  J. 
SeysllihJuly  67 

Lock,  an  ingenious  one  at  the  Mechanics  Institute  48 
Locomotives,  orders  from  Europe  for  48;  the,  for  the 
great  western  rail  road  51 

Louisville — agreement  to  import  coffee  direct  to  112 
Longevity,  Maria  Geane  Robin  16;  Ezekiel  Mathews 
and  wile  83;  Henry  and  Catherine  Nulff  83 

London — morals  in  51 

Loans,  little  prospect  of  negotiating,  in  Europe  at 
present  96;  that  of  Illinois  obtained  96 

Luxuries,  statistics  of  by  Dr.  Alcott  103 


Lunar  rainbow  80 

Maine — commissioners  to  ascertain  boundary  3; 
Aroostook  timber  22;  governor  Fairfield  apprising  R. 
Mclntire,  esq.  on  the  subject  of  depredations  upon  the 
disputed  territory  82;  sale  of  lands  of  the  state  on  Pe- 
nobscot river  96;  small  pox  prevailing  96,  number  of 
vessels  built  in,  last  year  112 

Massachusetts,  railways  of,  19;  arrivals  of  rails  for  the 
western  rail  road  96 

Massachusetts  charitable  mechanics  association,  fes- 
tival 106 

Maryland  election,  general  result  81;  returns  of  elec- 
tion 100;  state  stock  advertised  at  auction  81 

Madison  papers;  in  relation  to  19;  PI.  D.  Gilpin’s  letter 
to  the  National  Intellgencer  84 

Mehemct  Ali,  pasha  of  Egypt  31;  resolves  to  main- 
tain his  advantage  over  the  Turks  53 

Mahmoud,  sultnn,  death  of  14 

Marrying  a widow  so  as  to  avoid  paying  her  debts7 
McDuffie,  George,  letter  from,  on  the  cotton  trade 
and  cotton  circular  91 

McKinney,  com.  W.  E.  death  of  2 

McClean,  judge,  degree  of  L.  L.  D.  to  32 

Martinique,  earthquake  at  35 

Marion,  (Ohio),  digraceful  riot  at  41 

Machines,  see  inventions. 

Marine,  punishment  of  a 64 

Manufacturers,  see  American. 

Manchester  corporation,  suit  against  Clark’s  cotton 
mill.&c.  108 

Medical  statistics,  valuable  publication  of,  presented 
by  British  authority  to  the  U.  S.  surgeon  general  72 
Metternich,  prince,  sick  53 

Mechanics,  proceedings  of  in  Philadelphia,  relative 
to  steam  frigate  engine  12;  fair  held  at  Boston  50 
Mediterranean,  pirates  in  the  38 

Mexico — tobacco  in  4;  their  method  of  warfare  against 
the  Camanche  and  Apache  Indians  18;  affairs  with 
Texas  18;  martial  Soult,  in  relation  to  19;  population  of 
64;  relative  to  American  property  seized  at  Tampico 
66;  O’Connell’s  notice  in  parliament,  of  intended  mo- 
tion to  obtain  an  assylum  or  free  state  on  the  northern 
frontier  of,  for  people  of  color  80;  don  Juan  de  la  Gran- 
ja,  vice  counsel  of,  at  New  York  112 

Memphis,  toasted  as  the  future  capital  of  the  union 
by  gen.  Gaines  112 

Methodist  mission  at  Oregon,  intelligence  from  to  2d 
March  68 

Mineral,  resources  of  Pennsylvania  57 

Michigan,,  Van  Buren  nomination  for  governor  and 
lieutenant  governor  80 

Militia,  efficiency  of  98 

Military  stations  occupied  by  the  British  army  52 

Military  convention  (national)  proposed  36;  proceed- 
ings of  a state,  of  Vermont  42 

Mjrage  observed  at  Boston  32 

Mint,  at  New  Orleans  17;  appointment  of  treasurer 
at  the  .....  32 

Mississippi — banking  in  18;  S.  S.  Prentice  accepts 

the  whig  nomination  as  candidate  for  U.  S.  senate  21; 
his  letter  to  that  effect  78;  increase  of  banks  in,  from 
1830  to  1839  _ 69 

Missouri — death  of  A.  G.  Harrison,  representative  in 
congress  from  49;  proclamation  of  the  governor  rela- 
tive to  the  Iowa  boundary  72 

Missions — contributions  received  by  the  Protestant 
societies  for  foreign  and  domestic  51;  see  Methodist. 
Missing  vessels  84 

Money  affairs — at  New  York,  Boston,  Cincinnati  18; 
disparity  in,  received  for  public  laud,  21;  in  England 
38,  54;  in  Hamburg  55;  at  Philadelphia  and  New  York 
65;  shipment  of  specie  from  Missouri  to  New  York  65; 
continued  depression  in  81;  rumor  of  arrangement  be- 
tween the  banks  of  Philadelphia,  New  York  and  Bos- 
ton 81;  Maryland  state  stock  at  auction  81;  rumor  of 
operations  between  New  Orleans  and  U.  S.  bank  con- 
tradicted ib. 

Mother  Carey’s  chickens  32 

Mobile,  yellow  fever  at  32, 66,  81 

Monument — proposed  to  lieut.  D.  E.  Hale  32;  cere- 
mony of  laying  the  corner  stone  of,  at  North  Point  32, 
58;  general  Howard’s  address  on  the  occasion  59;  to 
col.  R.  A.  Thompson  35;  to  lady  Flora  Hastings,  by  the 
ladies  of  England  96 

Mob,  in  Cincinnati  against  the  negro  doctor  John 
Woodward  83 

Morals  in  London  51 

Morus  multicaulis,  sale  of  by  Dr.  Phisick  69 

Moore  the  poet,  honorary  diploma  to  80 

Mortar  cannon,  expeiments  relative  to  the  use  of,  by 
steam  ships  87 

Musical  instruments,  exhibition  of  in  France  89 

Muhlenburg,  Mr.  American  minister  at  Vienna,  no- 
tice of  5 1 

Muscle  Shoals,  bridge  at  16 

Naval — grog  dispensed  with  in  the  Texan  navy  16; 
tobacco  and  rum  for  the  British  navy  16;  two  Russian 
ships  of  the  line  and  two  frigates  lost  in  a storm  53; 
British  naval  contracts  64;  dimensions  of  theSyclops 
steam  frigate  80;  relative  to  the  use  of  mortar  cannon 
on  board  of  steam  frigates  87 

Naval,  American— death  of  com.  D.  Patterson,  ge- 
neral orders  1,  2;  death  of  com.  W.  E.  McKinney  2; 
relative  to  the  loss  of  the  Hornet  2;  exploring  expedi- 
tion 2;  East  India  squadron  2;  captain  Bolton  assumes 
command  of  the  Brandywine  16;  court  martial  at  Pen- 
sacola 16;  commodore  Ridgely  a member  of  the  yatch 
club  16;  home  squadron  recommended  17;  manoeuvre  of 
Keeney,  the  pilot,  24;  light  boat  abandoned  32;  report 
of  court  of  enouiry  in  the  case  of  commodore  Elliott 
handed  in  33,  98;  dispute  between  commodore  Hull 


and  the  British  admiral  at  Naples  respecting  rank  36; 
naval  intelligence  48;  operations  at  the  navy  yard, 
Philadelphia  48;  age  of  navy  officers  48;  reported  change 
in  command  of  navyjard  at  Washington  and  in  navy 
board  64;  orders  to  fit  out  frigate  United  States  and 
sloop  of  war  Marion  at  Charleston  64;  punishment  of 
a marine  64;  dimensions  of  the  war  steamer  building 
at  Brooklyn  68;  notice  of  the  late  commodore  Patterson 
71;  intelligence  of  the  Lexington  and  Falmouth  80;  in- 
formation from  the  Columbia  frigate  and  John  Adams, 
corvette  82;  drawings  for  steam  vessels  of  war,&c.  by 
captain  Stockton  98;  the  Constitution  and  Brandywine 
reported  112;  s ee  exploring  expedition. 

Navigation  by  steam  in  wood  or  iron  ships  19 

Names,  of  singular  towns,  counties,  &c.  in  the  Unit- 
ed States  112,  singular  firm  11 

New  York  state — security  banks  of  12;  correspon- 
dence of  governor  Seward  with  the  Catholics  of  Og- 
densburg  25;  proposal  to  change  the  name  of  to  Onta- 
rio 32;  proceedings  of  the  safety  fund  banking  conven- 
tion 33;  canal  tolls  of,  from  1835  to  1839  40;  governor 
Seward’s  letter  on  internal  improvmeents,  rail  roads, 
&c.  88 

hew  York  city — value  of  the  property  of  the  corpora- 
tion 4;  humane  criminal  institute  15;  arrivals  at  32; 
banks  and  stock  exchange  of  65;  a theatre  and  three 
churches  burnt  69;  collector  Hoyt,  his  profit  this  year  es- 
timated 96;  number  of  certain  names  in  the  directory 
of  48;  columns  for  the  exchange  64;  calamitous  fire 
5th  October  103;  loss  of  insurance  companies  thereby 
104;  estimate  of  the  loss  by  the  fire  112;  number  of 
deaths  at  112;  number  of  inquests  1 12 

New  Orleans,  yellow  fever  at  5,  32, 33,  49,  65, 80,  81; 
fire  16;  life  in  24;  estimate  of  the  loss  on  cotton  at  48; 
arrival  of  specie  at  96 

New  England,  crops  in  66 

New  Brunswick,  legislature  summoned  64;  their 
meeeting  67 

Newspapers,  trial  for  selling  on  Sunday  37 

Names,  number  of  certain  in  the  New  York  direc- 
tory 48 

Natchez,  yellow  fever  at  49;  extensive  fire  6th  Sep- 
tember 69 

Napoleon,  horse  rode  by,  at  Waterloo  64;  music  and 
96;  claim  of  Jerome  and  Joseph  as  heirs,  for  pay  due 
to,  on 'his  return  from  Egypt  108 

Nantucket,  see  sheep. 

National  theatre  at  New  York  burnt  69 

National  courtesy — correspondence  on  presentation 
by  the  medical  department  of  the  British  army,  of  a 
valuable  statistical  publication,  to  the  surgeon  general 
United  States  72 

North  Point,  preparation  to  celebrate  the  battle  of 
22;  ceremony  of  laying  the  corner  stone  of  the  monu- 
ment 33, 58;  general  B.  C.  Howard’s  address  on  the  oc- 
casion 59 

Niagra  falls  7 

Nunnery,  see  Catholics. 

O’Connell,  Daniel  gives  notice  in  parliament  of  in- 
tention to  move  to  obtain  an  asylum  or  free  state  on  the 
north  frontier  of  Mexico  for  persons  of  color  80 

Ohio — state  of,  rumor  of  a suspension  of  public  works 
of  16;  disgraceful  riot  at  Marion  41 

Opium  trade — see  Canton. 

Oriental  politics,  speculations  concerning  the  Turkish 
empire  29 

Ottawas — removal  of  the  ] 12 

Onondagas — death  of  Ondayaka,  chief  of  the  112 

Oregon — information  from  the  Methodist  minister  at 
to  2d  March  63 

Otaway  Indians — removal  of  22 

Patterson,  com.  D.  death  of  &c.  1;  notice  of  71 

Palenque,  ancient  city  of  u 

Patigonia,  Dr.  Ducatelin  23 

Paris,  statistics  of  99 

Parliament,  the  queen’s  speech  on  proroguing  53;  ap- 
propriations by  70;  ceremony  of  proroguing  ° 83 

Passengers  arrived  at  Baltimore  16 

Peru,  intelligence  from  2;  treaty  with  49;  tranquilized 

49 

Pennsylvania — loan  4;  internal  improvement  tolls  4- 
extraordinary  disclosure  of  a powder  plot,  said  to  have 
been  connected  with  the  Harrisburg  affair  27;  Joan  not 
taken  32;  proceedings  of  the  union  and  harmony  anti- 
Van  Buren  convention  of  46;  mineral  and  agricultural 
resources  of  57;  negotiation  of  the  loan  65;  gov.  Porter 
declines  to  approve  the  act  for  enlarging  the  Union  ca- 
nal, observations  thereupon  95 

Philadelphia — proceedings  of  mechanics  of,  relative 
toengineof  steam  frigate  12;  commerce  of  21;expenses 
in  opening  streets  in  33;  operations  at  the  navy  yard  of 
48;  deaths  64;  extensive  fire  81;  superior  locomotives 
manufactured  at  96;  suspension  of  specie  payments  by 
the  banks  of  97;  disastrous  fire  4th  Oct.  102;  sale  of  cat- 
tle at  j j 2 

Penny  postage  bill  38;  summary  of  the  act  51 

Pensacola,  remarkable  health  of  '43 

People  of  color— law  of  Alabama  for  enslaving  such 
of  the  free,  as  shall  remain  in  that  state  64;  O’Connell 
gives  notice  of  amotion  in  parliament  to  obtain  an  asy- 
lum or  free  state  on  the  northern  frontier  of  Mexico 
for  gQ 

Philosophical  instruments,  exhibition  of,  in  France  89 
Pirate,  see  AmisUtd;  capture  of  Lionel  Watson  7-  in 
the  Mediterrinean  ’33 

Postmasters,  instructions  to  17 

Postage  bill,  the  British  penny  postage  bill  38 

Postage,  remarks  in  favor  of  roducin»  67 

Population,  of  Mexico  64;  of  Algiers  80;  see  colored 
population. 

Powder  mill  explosion  of,  near  Westfield  100 
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Pork  in  Illinois  96 

Porcelaine,  exhibition  of  90 

Poudre  in  the  north  west  35 

Powder  plot,  see  Pennsylvania. 

Poland,  in  relation  to  19 

Portsmouth  and  Roanoke  rail  road,  receipts  of  the 

16 

Portugal,  affairs  of  39;  the  chevalier  Antonio  Cordido 
de  Faria,  presented  and  received  as  charge  de  affairs 
from  82 

Porter,  commodore,  letter  from,  at  Smyrna  50;  arrival 
out  67 

Promissory  notes,  decision  relative  to  endorsements 
of  83 

Preston,  col.  his  centennary  subscription  explained 

16 

Prentiss,  S.  S.  accepts  nomination  as  candidate  for 
U.  S.  senator  21;  his  letter  accepting  78 

Provinces,  cost  of  Canada  to  England  32 

Presidential,  nomination  of  vybig  electors  in  Kentuc- 
ky 21;  proceedings  of  the  union  and  harmony  anti- 
Van  Buren  state  convention  of  Pennsylvania  46 

Praries  of  Illinois  51 

Prisoners,  murder  of,  in  Canada,  by  col.  Prince  52 
Princeton  college,  notice  of  commencement,  and  A. 
0.  Dayton’s  oration  100 

Public  store,  the  new,  at  Baltimore  17 

Quebec,  number  of  emigrants  this  year  at  64 

Quarantine  law  at  Havre  82 

Railway  carriages,  improvement  in  5 

Rail  roads — receipts  or  the  Portsmouth  and  Roanoke 
16;  in  the  U.  S.  16;  the,  of  Massachusetts  19;  accident 
on,  between  Camden  and  Amboy  41;  locomotive  for 
the  Great  Western  rail  road  51;  magnificent  project  for 
rail  roads  in  Europe  51;  the,  from  Paris  to  Verseilles 
opened  64;  partcompleated  of  the  Mississippi  and  Pearl 
river  rail  road  64;  proceedings  relative  to  the  location  of 
the,  from  Charleston  to  Cincinnati,  part  of  the  route 
already  nearly  compleated  67;  religious  instruction  to 
laborers  constructing  80;  a new  kind  of  railway  80;  go- 
vernor Seward’s  views  on  88;  rails  for  the  Western  rail 
road,  (Massachusetts),  arrive  96;  receipts  for  tolls  on  se- 
veral, &c.  99;  new,  proposed  ib. 

Rank,  dispute  between  com.  Hull  and  the  British  ad- 
miral at  Naples,  respecting  36 

Rathbun,  Lyman,  death  of  32 

Religious  test  7;  number  of  bibles  in  the  U.  States  80 
Religious  instruction  to  laborers  on  rail  roads  80 
Revenue  collected  at  Boston  98 

Reminescences  of  western  warfare,  capture  of  Vin- 
cennes by  gen.  Clarke  86 

Redfield’s  theory  of  storms,  notice  of  100 

Rhode  Island,  election  returns  21 

Ridge,  Cherokee  chief  3,  42 

Rice,  a cargo  of,  imported  into  Havanna  from  Bra- 
zil 16 

Ross,  Cherokee  chief  3,  42 

Rogues,  account  of  a gang  of  English,  in  the  United 
States  30 

“Rock  Island,’’  Blackhawk’s  favorite  position,  des- 
cription of  37 

Rogers,  the  poet,  honorary  diploma  to  80 

Riots — on  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  37;  at 
Marion,  Ohio,  41;  examination  of  the  Chesapeake  and 
Ohio  canal  rioters  68 

Rio  Janeiro,  disposition  of,  relative  to  slave  trade  50 
Richmond,  flour  inspected  during  the  year  at  96 
Rives,  W.C.  speech  at  Louisa  court  house  92;  con- 
cluded 109 

Russian  edict  on  currency  6,  98;  conspiracy  in  the 
army  of,  discovered  53;  victories  in  Circassia  53;  loss  of 
two  ships  of  the  line  and  two  frigates,  in  a storm  on 
that  coast  53;  offer  of  the  emperor  of,  to  purchase  the 
Great  Western  and  British  Queen  steamers  68;  Mr. 
Bodino,  minister  of,  returns  to  Washington  82 

Santurio,  a singular  veteran  residing  near  St.  Lou- 
is 68 

Salaries  at  Galveston  96 

Sailors,  bibles  among  34 

Sailors  Magazine  34 

Safety  fundbanking  convention,  proceedings  of  33 


Sarcophagus,  correspondence  of  com.  Elliott  with 
the  building  committee  of  Girrard  college  31 

Sardinia,  treaty  with  _ 6 

Sandusky,  anniversary  of  the  defence  of  22 

Soult,  marshal,  in  relation  to  Belgium,  Poland,  Tunis 
and  Mexico  18 

Shoes,  shipment  and  arrival  of  16 

Shipwrecks;  brig  Tilton  32;  schooner  Groton  56;  four 
Russian  men-of-war  on  the  coast  of  Circassia  53 
Shipping,  number  of  vessels  built  in  Maine  last 

112 


year 

Shippers,  see  commercial  112 

Scott  maj.  gen.  hero  of  Chippewa  83 

Sea  Gulll,  see  exploring  expidition  112 

Sea  serpant,  seen  35 

Senaca  Indians,  removal  of  22 

Secretary  of  state,  recovery  of  the  17;  excursion  of 
in  Boston  harbor  65 

Senate  of  United  States,  S.  S.  Prentiss  accepts  the 
nomination  as  a candidate  for  the,  in  Mississippi  21, 78; 
respecting  the,  of  Tennessee  22 

Seward;  gov.  correspondence  with  the  Catholics  of 
Ogdensburg  25;  letter  in  reply  to  an  invitation  to  din- 
ner at  Bath  giving  his  views  on  internal  improvement, 
the  Erie  rail  road  &c.  88 

Sioux,  see  Indians. 

Slave  trade  48;  captain  of  a slaver  Swortwouled  48; 
the  schooner  Euphrates  captured  by  the  British,  sent 
to  America  to  be  tried  as  a slaver  84;  letter  from  gov. 
Buchanan  relative  to  the  107  | 


Slaves,  see  Amisted;  law  passed  in  Alabama  to  en- 
slave all  such  free  persons  of  colour  as  shall  remain  in 
that  state  54 

Slave  trade  suspension  bill,  passed  by  the  British 
parliament,  protest  against  45;  disposition  of  Rio  relative 
to  50 

Smugling,  seizure  of  goods  for  21;  at  Cincinnatti  80; 
the  importers  of  demand  appraisers  under  the  act  of 
17,99,83;  notice  respecting  the  seizures  83 

Smyrna,  arrival  or  com.  Porter  at  67 

Small  pox,  prevailing  in  Maine  96 

Snow,  Mr.  American  consul  at  Canton,  which  see. 
South  Carolina,  state  census  of  34;  death  of  general 
Hayne  of  80 

Simpson,  Thomas,  discoveries  of,  on  the  northern 
coast  of  America  96 

South  America,  affairs  of,  treaty  with  Peru,  Peru 
tranquilized  49 

Sport;  fishing  at  Cape  Cod  64;  squirrelling  ib. 

Specie,  arrival  of  in  England  48;  shipped  forN.  York 
from  Missouri  65;  imports  and  exports  of,  from  1821  to 
1838  69;  estimates  in  regard  to  70;  quantity  in  the  banks 
ib.;  arrival  of,  at  New  Orleans  96;  suspension  of  pay- 
ments of  by  the  banks  of  Philadelphia  97 

Spain,  see  Amistad,  a schooner;  arrival  of  the  minis- 
ter from  17;  affairs  of  39;  demand  of  the  minister  of 
for  the  schooner  Amistad  and  the  Africans  taken  on 
board  48;  general  O’Donnell  victorious  in  Valentia,  ru- 
mors that  Don  Carlos  is  taken  prisoner  54;  Don  Angel 
Caldoron  de  la  Barca,  representative  of,  takes  leave  of 
the  president,  and  Don  Pedro  de  Alcantara  Argais 
presented  and  received  as  minister  plenipotentiary  from 
her  Catholic  majesty  82 

States,  debts  of  the  several  4;  protest  against  Florida 
being  constituted  a single  state  40 

Stock  of  the  state  of  Maryland  at  auction  81 

Stock  exchange  at  New  York  65 

Statistics,  of  Paris  99;  of  “luxuries”  from  Alcott’s  li- 
brary of  health  108 

Stage  owners,  liability  of  28 

Steam,  progress  of  5;  navigation  by,  in  wood  and  iron 
ships  19;  communication  between  England,  America 

and  West  Indies  38 

Steamers,  number  of  on  the  Hudson  16;  Fitch,  the  in- 
venter of  24;  number  of,  lost  on  the  western  waters 
32;  French  34;  race  of  the  Great  Western  and  British 
Queen  38;  loss  of  the  Great  Western  on  Lake  Erie  41; 
list  of  that  will  be  in  operatoin  in  1841,  51;  speed  oi 
the  Rochester  64;  a mimture  boat  afloat  64;  iron  ships 
64;  application  for  a figure  head  for  the  British  Queen 
64;  dimentions  of  the  war  ship  building  at  Brooklyn 
63;  offer  of  the  emperor  of  Russia  to  purchase  the 
Great  Western  and  British  Queen  68;  British  experi- 
ment in  rapid  building  of  80;  dimentions  of  the  Syclops 
steam  frigate  80;  frame  of  an  iron,  arrives  at  Mobile 
80;  company  formed  in  London  to  open  communica- 
tion from  thence  by  way  of  the  isthmus  of  Dal  ian,  with 
the  Pacific  and  East  Indies  82;  dimensions  of  the 
steam  frigate  building  at  Philadelphia  84;  notice  of  the 
one  at  New  York  ib.;  extract  from  the  P'oreign  Quarter- 
ly Review  relative  to  the  use  of  mortar  cannon  on 
board  of  87;  Harris’  invention  of  paddles  for  98;  capt. 
Stockton’s  drawings  for,  of  war,  &c.  98;  iron  versus 
timber  steamers  99;  distraction  of  the  Waterloo  steam- 
er by  fire  112;  explosion  of  the  boilers  of  the  Adventure 
on  the  Arkansas  H2 

Steam  frigate,  proceedings  of  mechanics  of  Philadel 
phia,  relative  to  the  engine  of  a 12 

St.  Johns,  fire  at  16;  contributions  to  the  sufferers 
from  Eastport  20 

St.  Louts,  wirebridge  proposed  at  16;  appropriation 
of  the  city  for  a survey  for  that  object  80 

St.  Vincent,  information  from  26 

St.  Louis,  fire  and  loss  of  life  at  34 

St.  Augustine,  protest  of  citizens  of  40 

Stockton,  capt.  drawing  for  steam  vessels  of  war 
by  98 

Storm,  on  the  coast  2d  September  21;  gallant  con 
duct  in  a 35;  course  of  north  east  gales  36;  four  Rus- 
sian ships  of  war  lost  on  the  coast  of  Circassia  53;  see 
shipwrecks;  relative  to  Redfield’s  theory  of  100 

Styron,  Amasa,  gallant  conduct  of  35 

Sub-treasury,  the  original  proposition  of  a 103 

Sunday  school  association,  a pleasant  sight  112 
Sultana  Valide,  mother  of  Abdul  Medjid  ‘ 51 
Sugar  beet  16 

Sunday;  trial  for  selling  newspapers  on  37 

Sweeden,  death  of  Wallen,  archbishop  of  64;  par- 
tial duty  on  goods  imported  in  American  vessels  taken 
off  83 

Sword,  see  honorary. 

Sword  fish,  power  of  7 

Tampico — relative  to  seizure  of  American  property 
at  66 

Tennessee — respecting  U.  S.  senators  22;  deputation 
from  a convention  to  invite  Henry  Ciay  to  visit,  and  his 
reply  102 

Temperance — see  licence;  grog  dispensed  with  in  the 
Texan  navy  16;  see  Matthew  Carey. 

Texas — commissioners  to  mark  the  boundary  be- 
tween the  U.  S.  and  1,  65:  grog  dispensed  with  m the 
navy  of  16;  affairs  with  Mexico  18;  intelligence  from 
33;  rumors  of  negotiation  relative  to,  with  England  38; 
price  of  board  in  48;  reported  negotiation  with  France 
66;  Mr.  Dunlap,  minister  of,  arrives  at  Washington  82; 
a government  certificate  of,  lost  96 

Theatres,  number  of  in  Paris  96 

Thompson,  col.  R.  A.  monument  to  35 

Thames  tunnel,  nearly  completed  80 

Toller’s  suspension  coach  wheels  48 

Tobago — information  from  26 


Toasts,  at  Boston  8;  at  Fauquier  Springs  25;  Memphis, 
as  the  future  capital  of  the  union  112 

Tobacco  in  Mexico  4;  for  the  British  navy  16;  crops 
of,  in  Virginia  . 64 

Tournament  at  Eglinton  castle  13,  53 

Trial — see  Amistad;  for  selling  newspapers  on  Sun- 
day 37;  of  Jalbert  at  Montreal  48 

Trade — see  commerce;  changes  of,  between  the  U.  S. 
and  Canton  36;  of  Buffalo  48;  duty  laid  by  the  Brazi- 
lian government  on  wines  50 

Treaty,  with  Sardinia  6;  with  Holland  57 

Treasury  notes — September  statement  of  17;  October 
statement  81 

Trenton  encampment  22,  90 

Turks — defeat  of  the,  by  the  pasha  of  Egypt  and  de- 
struction of  the  army  14;  speculations  respecting  the 
Turkish  emptre  29;  Mehimet  Ali,  pasha  ofEgypt  31;  af- 
fairs 38;  the  sultana  Valide  mother  of  Abdul  Medjid  51; 
flat  refusal  to  deliver  the  Turkish  fleet  to  the  five  Chris- 
tian powers  53;  Mehomet  Ali  resolves  to  maintain  his 
advantages  over  the  53;  elopement  from  the  sultan’s 
haram  80 

Tunis  19 

Tunnel  under  the  Thames,  nearly  completed  38 
Usury,  British  law  of  6;  important  decision  of  New 
Jersey  supreme  court  respecting  83 

Virginia,  ice  mountain  and  hanging  rock  in  23;  crop 
of  tobacco  in  64 

Vampire,  a live  one  in  England  24 

Vermont,  wool  growing  in  16;  proceedings  of  the  mi- 
litary convention  of,  at  Norwich  42;  election  returns  65 
Victoria,  queen,  expenses  of  the  coronation  of  33 
Vienna,  notice  of  the  American  minister  at  51 

Vincennes,  account  ol  the  capture  of,  from  the  Bri- 
tish in  1779,  by  gen.  Clarke  86 

Voyagers  to  the  N.  W.  lakes,  return  of  48 

Washington,  general,  his  eloquence  at  Newberg  36; 
see  48. 

War,  see  Florida. 

Watts,  James,  boyhood  of  83 

Washington,  city  of,  bridge  across  the  canal  in,  bro- 
ken, and  life  lost  24;  Methodist  centenary  meeting  and 
contributions  at  96 

Well,  fire  engine  used  to  displace  gass  from  a 16 

Welland  canal,  business  on  the  64 

Whales,  sixty-four  ashore  32 

Wheat,  yield  from  a grain  of  16;  product  of2J  bush- 
els rock  wheat  80 

West  India  islands,  information  from  2,  26;  from  Ja- 
maica 34;  earthquake  at  Martinique  35;  steam  commu- 
nication with  England  38;  relating  to  colonial  emanci- 
pation 108 

Wisconsin,  canal  lrom  the  four  lakes  to  the  20;  Jo- 

siah  A.  Noonan  appointed  auditor  of  32;  wheat  and  corn 
crops  of  32 

Wines,  duty  laid  by  the  Brazilian  government  on  50; 
Dr.  Christison’s  statement  of  the  alcoholic  strength  of  71 
Wickliffe,  C.  A.  assumes  the  duties  of  governor  of 
Kentucky  33 

Wick,  judge,  assertions  respecting  50 

Worth,  col.  a hero  of  Chippewa  83 

Wool  in  Vermont  16 

Woollen  goods,  see  smuggling  of. 

Wood,  W.  B.  accident  to  32 

Worcester,  abduction  of  S.  O.  Frances  at  99;  see  ab- 
duction. 

Wyoming,  the  tragedy  of,  from  N.  York  Commer- 
cial 105 

Yatch  club,  com.  Ridgly  elected  a member  of  the 

17 

Yellow  fever,  at  New  Orleans  5,32,  49,  65,  80,  81; 
Charleston  6,  32,  49;  at  Augusta  13,  16,  32:  at  Mo- 
bile 49,  66,  81;  at  Natchez  49;  at  Burmuda  50;  remi- 
niscences of  the  fever  of  1793  in  Philadelphia  84 


New  York  stock  and  money  market.  Wed- 
nesday, evening,  Oct.  16.  The  appearance  of  mat- 
ters in  Wall  street,  become  brighter  and  brighter 
every  day,  and  those  who  have  hitherto  entertained 
fears  that  our  banks  would  not  be  able  to  continue 
specie  payments  during  the  suspension  of  those 
south  of  us,  are  now  confident  of  a happier  result. 
Specie  continues  coming  in  even  from  Canada,  to 
which  there  is  usually  a drain,  which  is  probably 
to  be  attributed  to  the  British  commissirat  there, 
having  been  supplied  with  dollars  from  Mexico. — 
Again,  an  opinion  is  gaining  ground — and  we  have 
reason  to  believe  it  is  correct, — that  our  banks  may 
rely  upon  the  assistance  of  the  general  government 
should  they  need  it.  A wise  measure  called  for  by 
the  interests  of  the  United  States  treasury,  as  well 
as  by  those  of  the  country,  and  lastly,  the  State 
Bank  and  Bank  of  America  are  offering  to  draw  on 
England  at  9^  per  cent,  and  their  drafts  we  learn, 
are  not  founded  on  shipments  of  specie,  but  on  open 
credits. 

In  the  discount  charged  on  uncurrent  money, 
there  is  little  variation.  Eastern  remains  the  same, 
except  Norwich,  Conn,  which  the  brokers  refuse. 
By  the  Providence  boat  arrived  yesterday  morning, 
we  learn  the  banks  there  are  redeeming  all  their 
notes,  up  to  those  of  the  amount  of  one  hundred 
dollars  in  specie,  and  that  there  is  no  runupon  them. 
United  States  Bank  of  Pennsylvania  notes  are  11 
per  cent,  discount,  Baltimore  bank  notes  10  per 
cent.  Discount  in  the  street  on  the  best  paper  2 per 
cent,  a month. 
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Stocks  at  the  first  board  again  advanced.  U.  S. 
bank  shares  and  North  American  trust  and  bank- 
ing company,  from  1 1-2  a 2 per  cent.  Delaware 
and  Hudson  and  Kentucky,  about  1 per  cent.  At 
the  second  board  there  was,  as  is  usual,  a slight  de- 
cline. Sales  were  made  United  States  bank  stock 
at  SOj-;  Delaware  and  Hudson,  56^;  North  Ameri- 
can trust,  84i;  and  Harlem  at  41. 

On  board  the  United  States  Liverpool  packet  ship 
which  sailed  yesterday,  there  was  £11,800  ster- 
ling in  specie.  The  Havre  packet  is  detained  till 
to-day. 

The  American  of  the  16th  has  the  following  ar- 
ticle: 

The  question  settled  even  for  the  doubters. — The 
Bank  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  Bank  of  Ame- 
rica, are  drawing  bills  on  England  at  from  9$  a 10 
per  cent.  This  settles  the  question  against  the  ex- 
portation ot  specie  to  any  considerable  amount  by 
the  Liverpool — and  consequently  removes  one  of 
the  scare-crows  that  alarm  the  timid,  about  the  so- 
lidity of  our  banks.  There  will  be  more  bills  on 
England  than  buyers — and  this  will  continue  to  be 
the  case,  as  those  drawn  on  the  crops  going  forward, 
appear  in  the  market. 

The  tone  of  confidence  in  the  street  to-day  is 
manifestly  stronger,  and  nothing,  it  may  be  affirmed 
and  re-affirmed,  can  shake  the  impregnability  of 
our  banks. 

From  the  eastward  says  the  Boston  Courier  of 
yesterday,  we  have  no  signs  of  suspension. 

The  Commercial  Advertiser  of  Wednesday  af- 
ternoon has  the  following: 

Exchange.  We  understand  that  the  accredited 
agent  of  Baring,  Brothers,  now  in  this  city,  has 
offered  to  our  banks  the  credit  of  that  house  to  the 
amount  of  one  million  if  needed,  as  a fund  to  draw 
upon,  so  as  to  obviate  the  possible  necessity  of 
shipping  specie.  It  is  believed,  however,  that  the 
shipments  of  grain  and  flour  will  be  to  an  extent 
amply  sufficient  to  cover  all  the  exchange  required; 
and  that  the  offer  of  the  Messrs.  Baring,  by  their 
agent,  will  not  be  acted  upon.  It  will  remain  as  a 
stand-by,  in  case  of  unforeseen  difficulties. 

The  following  notice  has  been  issued  from  the 
American  Exchange  bank: 

New  York,  Oct.  12,  1839.  Payments  of  notes 
and  acceptances,  lodged  for  collection  in  this  bank, 
payable  out  of  this  city,  will  be  required  in  specie, 
unless  the  depositors  shall  elect  to  receive  payment 
in  notes  current  where  said  paper  is  payable;  and 
in  case  of  payment,  this  bank  will  give  to  the  said 
depositor,  if  required,  a check  for  the  same  payable 
at  the  place  of  collection,  in  notes  there  current,  or 
in  specie  as  the  same  may  have  been  paid. 

Notice  is  also  given  to  those  who  have  had  pa- 
per discounted  payable  out  of  the  city,  that  pay- 
ment of  the  same  will  be  demanded  m specie,  un- 
less the  discounter  select  to  have  the  same  receiv- 
ed in  notes  current  where  the  same  is  payable,  and 
allow  to  this  institution  the  difference  of  exchange. 

John  J.  Fisk,  cashier. 

One  o'clock. — It  affords  us  pleasure  to  be  able  to 
state  that  several  of  our  banks  are  drawing  on  Eng 
land.  Among  them  are  the  Bank  of  America  and 
the  Bank  of  the  State  of  New  York.  The  former  is 
drawing  at  60  days  at  10  per  cent. — The  latter  at  60 
days  at  91,  and  90  days  at  9. 

The  Express  of  Wednesday,  2,  P.  M.  says — 

The  banks  at  Providence,  we  learn,  have  posi- 
tively stopped. 

The  Boston  banks  remain  as  firm  as  our  own. — 
The  Gazette  of  Tuesday  say3  that  all  was  quiet  in 
the  money  markets  there.  A number  of  the  banks 
had  discounted  freely,  and  others,  it  was  thought, 
would  do  the  same,  in  their  turn  of  discount  days. 
All  persons  appeared  to  exert  themselves  in  aiding 
each  other,  and  with  a determination,  that  not  only 
the  banks,  but  all  the  business  community,  should 
be  sustained. 

New  Hampshire  banks.  The  Journal,  at  Ports- 
mouth, N.  H.  referring  to  the  suspension  at  Phila- 
delphia, says  that  it  will  not  probably  affect  the 
banks  in  New  England.  Should,  however,  every 
other  bank  in  the  country  be  compelled  to  suspend 
specie  payments,  our  banks  in  Portsmouth  would 
not  be  affected,  as  they  have  the  means  of  redeem- 
ing every  dollar  of  their  issue,  and  would  be  under 
no  necessity  to  suspend. 

Heath  of  Mobile.  The  same  slip  says: 
“The  number  of  interments  the  past  week  has 
been  only  thirty-five.  To  all  appearances  this  is  an 
abatement  of  the  epidemic,  though  it  is  the  opinion 
of  many  that  it  is  only  for  the  want  of  subjects.  The 
cause  of  disease  no  doubt  still  exists,  and  can  only 
be  removod  by  a frost;  and  should  strangers  now 
presumptuously  come  to  the  city,  and  absent  citi- 
zens return,  there  is  not  the  least  doubt  but  the  sick- 
ness would  again  return  upon  us  with  renewed 
violence.  We  therefore  admonish  all  who  are  ab- 


sent, not  to  think  of  returning  to  the  city,  until 
they  can  be  satisfied  that  the  cause  of  the  disease 
itself  is  removed.  We  think  there  will  be  but  little 
suffering  more  from  sickness,  if  we  can  keep  peo- 
ple abroad  from  coining  to  the  city,  for  a few  weeks 
longer.” 

THREE  SUCCESSIVE  FIRES  AT  MOBILE! 

From  the  Mobile  Mercantile  Advertiser  of  Oct.  8. 

Destructive  fire.  On  Wednesday  night  last,  at 
about  half  past  10  o’clock,  a fire  broke  out  in  the 
work  shop  attached  to  the  furniture  store  of  Messrs. 
Gwinn  &.  Brant,  on  Dauphin  street,  destroying  that 
building,  then  extending  southward  to  the  out- 
buildings of  the  City  Hotel,  and  the  warehouse  of 
B.  & J.  Newhouse,  and  northward  to  the  furniture 
store  of  Gwinn  8t  Brant,  the  grocery  store  of  Geo. 
Davis,  jr.  and  the  drug  store  of  Owen  8c  Gould  on 
Dauphin  street,  all  of  which  were  entirely  destroy- 
ed. Here  the  progress  of  the  flames  was  arrested, 
and  the  people  began  to  disperse  for  their  homes, 
when  suddenly  the  flames  were  discovered  burst- 
ing from  the  roof  of  the  City  Hotel,  on  Royal 
street,  and  all  efforts  to  save  proved  unavailing.  The 
printing  office  of  the  Commercial  Register  was  in 
imminent  danger,  and  was  only  saved  by  the  libe- 
ral application  of  water  from  the  engines.  The 
Register  gives  the  following  list  of  sufferers: 

Gwinn  8c  Brant,  cabinet  makers,  store  and  work 
shop  owned  by  John  Clark — insurance  $8,000. 

B.  8c  J.  Newhouse,  warehouse,  insured. 

George  Davis,  jr.  grocery  store,  insurance  $8,000, 
owned  by  Mr.  Plan. 

Owen  8c  Gould,  drugstore,  owned  by  G.  Chiegha- 
sola,  stock  valued  at  $40,000 — insurance  $10,000. 

City  Hotel,  owned  by  Mrs.  Robb,  occuped  by 
Mr.  Field;  building  insured  for  $25,000;  furniture 
$7,000.  In  the  basement  story,  there  was  a bar 
room  kept  by  Mr.  Gosling;  a barber  shop,  by  Elam 
Page,  and  the  music  store  of  Bromberg  8c  Koone; 
all  of  which,  and  the  outbuildings,  were  totally  de- 
stroyed. 

The  total  loss  is  estimated  at  about  120,000  dol- 
lars, 72,000  of  which  is  covered  by  insurance, 
which  is  divided  among  the  following  offices:  Ala- 
bama Life  and  Trust  company,  $17,000;  Mobile, 
$10,000;  Fireman’s,  $4,000;  Merchants,  $1,500; 
all  in  this  city.  New  Orleans  Ocean,  $10,000; 
Georgia  Insurance  and  Trust,  at  Augusta,  $16,000; 
Charleston  Life  and  Trust,  $5,060;  Howard,  New 
York,  $ 5,000;  and  Hudson,  New  York,  $3,500. 

The  fire  was,  without  doubt,  the  work  of  incen- 
diaries. It  continued  during  nearly  the  whole 
night,  all  of  which  time  refreshments  were  liberally 
furnished  by  Mr.  James  F.  McBride,  at  his  resi- 
dence on  Dauphin  street. 

Awful  conflagration.  Eleven  squares  de- 
stroyed by  fire!  We  have  only  time  this  morning, 
before  going  to  press,  to  announce  the  occurrence 
of  the  most  awful  and  destructive  fire  which  ever 
occurred  in  our  unfortunate  and  ill-starred  city. 
Last  night  about  eight  o’clock,  when  the  wind 
was  blowing  almost  a gale  from  the  south  east, 
the  fire  broke  out  in  an  old  wooden  building  in  the 
rear  of  the  house  on  the  south  east  corner  of  Dau- 
phin and  Conception  streets,  owned  by  Mr.  Pinto. 

The  adjoining  buildings,  being  all  of  wood,  the 
fire  was  soon  communicated  to  them,  anil  in  a few 
minutes  crossed  Conception  street. — Here  it  had 
full  sweep — the  buildings  being  very  compact,  and 
all  of  wood,  and  the  wind  south  east — the  fire  swept 
over  the  two  squares  west  of  Conception,  from 
Conti,  on  the  south,  to  St.  Francis,  on  the  north, 
with  unexampled  and  terrific  rapidity.  Proceeding 
west,  it  crossed  St.  Joachim  street— then  Jackson 
— here  it  extended  one  square  further  north,  to  St. 
Michael  street — and  then,  three  solid  squares 
abreast,  all  in  one  grand  terrific  flame,  it  swept  on- 
ward to  Claiborne  street — and  crossed  it,  sweeping 
every  thing,  to  Franklin.  Here,  at  about  twelve 
o’clock,  the  wind  fortunately  abated;  in  consequence 
of  which,  and  the  blowing  up  of  several  buildings 
on  the  west  side  of  Franklin  street,  the  progress  of 
the  devouring  element  was  stayed.  Not,  however, 
until  six  or  eight  buildings  on  the  west  side  of 
Franklin  had  been  destroyed.  The  dwelling  of 
Duke  Goodman,  esq.  on  the  corner  of  Dauphin  and 
Franklin,  was  blown  up. 

Thus  all  the  buildings  on  the  north  side  of  Conti, 
from  Conception  to  Franklin,  a distance  of  four 
squares — all  on  both  sides  of  Dauphin,  to  the  same 
extent — on  both  sides  of  St.  Francis  to  same  ex- 
tent, with  the  exception— of  three  buildings  on  each 
side  at  the  corner  of  Conception — all  the  buildings 
on  the  south  side  of  St.  Michael,  from  Jackson  to 
Franklin — all  on  the  cross  streets  of  Conception, 
St.  Joachim,  Jackson,  Claiborne  and  Franklin,  and 
probably  twenty  or  thirty  buildings  besides  in  the 
vicinity,  within  the  limits  described  above,  num- 
bering it  is  supposed,  about  five  hundred  build- 
ings, have  suddenly  been  reduced  to  ashes! 


By  this  awful  calamity,  probably  two  hundred 
families  are  turned  into  the  streets,  many  of  whom 
are  poor  and  pennyless,  and  will  depend  entirely 
upon  public  charity  for  a place  to  rest  their  heads, 
and  for  bread  to  appease  their  hunger.  The  flames 
extended  with  such  rapidity,  that  but  little  proper- 
ty could  be  saved,  and  many,  very  many,  have  lost 
their  all.  We  are  unable  this  morning  to  descend 
to  particulars.  It  is  impossible  to  convey  any  idea 
of  the  distress  produced.  The  removal  of  the  sick 
and  consequent  exposure,  excitement  and  alarm, 
we  fear  will  in  many  instances  be  productive  of 
fatal  results. 

The  origin  ol  the  fire  is  attributed  to  incendia- 
ries: and  we  understand  that  two  persons  were 
seized  on  suspicion  and  lodged  in  jail.  Can  it  be 
possible  there  can  be  found  in  human  shape,  such 
base  fiendish  monsters?  Mobile  seems  indeed  a 
doomed  city.  Have  we  not  drank  deep  enough  of 
the  bitter  cup  of  adversity  and  affliction?  When 
and  where  will  our  calamities  end?  Alas,  heaven 
only  knows! 

And  still  another  dreadful  fire  in  Mobile!  We 
have  been  favored  with  the  following  postscript  of 
a letter  received  by  a gentleman  in  this  city  from  his 
correspondent  in  Mobile.  [ Patriot . 

Wednesday  morning  10  o'clock,  (9th.) 

I open  my  letter  in  town  to  say  that  another  aw- 
ful fire  took  place  last  night. 

The  mansion  house,  government  hotel,  (unfinish- 
ed), Planters  and  Merchants  bank,  and  many  brick 
buildings  of  value,  the  market  house,  are  all  a 
heap  of  ruins. 


New  Jersey  election.  The  following  is  the 
result  of  the  recent  election  in  New  Jersey. 


Whig. 

Majority. 

Council. 

Assembly. 

Essex, 

1,00 

1 

5 

Middlesex, 

120 

1 

3 

Somerset, 

163 

1 

9 

Morris, 

153 

1 

5 

Mercer, 

280 

1 

2 

Passaic, 

144 

1 

2 

Burlington, 

300 

1 

5 

Gloucester, 

250 

1 

4 

Cumberland, 

60 

1 

3 

Cape  may. 

no  op. 

1 

1 

Total 

10 

33 

Administration. 

Majority. 

Council. 

Assembly. 

Bergen, 

350 

1 

3 

Monmouth, 

140 

1 

4 

Atlantic, 

105 

1 

1 

Hunterdon, 

no  op. 

1 

5 

Sussex, 

no  op. 

1 

2 

Warren, 

no  op. 

1 

3 

Salem, 

120 

1 

2 

Total, 

7 

20 

Whig  majority, 

3 

13 

Pennsylvania  elections.  The  senate  will 
consist,  says  the  Pennsylvania  Reporter  of  the  1 1th, 
of  18  administration  and  15  of  all  other  denomina- 
tions. The  house,  of  63  administration,  8 whigs, 
21  anti-masons  and  3 abolitionists. 

Georgia  election.  Returns  are  received  from 
24  counties,  which  give  8,783  votes  for  Daugherty, 
the  whig  candidate  for  governor,  and  6,560  for  the 
administration  candidate.  Compared  with  the  vote 
in  1837  in  the  same  counties,  there  is  an  administra- 
tion gain  of  338  votes.  The  whig  majority  in  the 
state,  in  1837,  was  762. 

South  Carolina  vacancies.  S.  H.  Butler 
and  H.  J.  Caughman,  candidates  for  congress  in 
Richland  district,  vacant  by  the  resignation  of  Mr. 
Elmore,  have  both  declared  themselves  in  favor  of 
the  sub  treasury  scheme, — opposed  to  a national 
bank  and  the  tariff,— and  in  favor  of  an  ad  valorem 
duty  on  all  articles  of  import,  without  distrinc- 
tion. 

Abbot  Lawrence  has  been  nominated  by  the 
whig  county  and  ward  convention  as  the  candidate 
to  congress  from  Suffolk,  Mass,  to  supply  the  va- 
cancy occasioned  by  t he  resignation  of  Mr.  Fletcher. 
Mr.  Lawrence’s  election  will  be  the  subject  of  con- 
gratulation among  the  whigs  of  the  union.  He  is 
one  of  the  most  worthy,  and  among  the  most  intelli- 
gent of  the  sons  of  New  England.  [IV.  Y.  Express. 

Illinois.  The  St.  Louis  Republican  of  the  5th 
states  that  governor  Carlin,  of  Illinois,  contemplates 
convening  the  legislature  of  Illinois  to  take  some 
measures  in  relation  to  the  internal  improvements 
of  the  state,  and  that  probably  the  first  of  next  De- 
cember will  be  appointed  for  the  day  of  meeting. 
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Ohio  election.  So  far  as  returns  are  received, 
22  administration  and  9 whig  senators  are  elected, 
and  5 to  be  heard  from.  Of  the  72  representatives, 
40  administration  and  11  whigs  are  elected,  and  21 
to  be  heard  from. 

Tennessee  legislature.  This  body  met  on 
Monday,  the  7th  instant. 

In  the  senate,  general  T.  S.  Love,  (adm.)  of 
Henry,  was  elected  speaker,  colonel  W.  K.  Hill, 
clerk,  general  William  Martin,  assistant  clerk,  and 
Mr.  Casey,  doorkeeper.  The  vote  stood:  adminis- 
tration 13,  whig  10. 

In  the  other  house,  Jonas  E.  Thomas,  of  Maury, 
was  elected  speaker,  Granville  S.  Crockett,  of  Ru- 
therford, clerk,  and  Lycurgus  Winchester,  of  Madi- 
son, assistant  clerk.  The  vote  stood  administration 
42,  whig  33. 

Philadelphia.  Col.  John  Swift  was  unani- 
mously elected  mayor  of  the  city  on  the  15th  inst. 
by  the  select  and  common  council. 

Pennsylvania.  Governor  Porter  reached  Phi- 
ladelphia on  the  12th  inst.  He  was  received  at  the 
rail  road  depot  by  a committee  appointed  for  the 
purpose,  and  a large  concourse  of  citizens,  escorted 
him  to  Sanderson’s  Hotel. 

Texas  and  Mexico.  The  Gladiator,  of  Ver- 
million ville,  (Lou.)  states  that  a traveller,  who  pas- 
sed through  that  town  on  the  20th  ult.  from  Houston, 
reported  that  the  Morning  Star  of  Houston  had  an- 
nounced that  Mexico  had  recognized  the  indepen- 
dence of  Texas,  and  that  the  event  was  celebrating 
when  he  left,  by  the  firing  of  cannon  from  the  arse- 
nal. 

Mexico.  A letter  from  Berlin  of  the  12th  inst. 
states  that  M.  Renne,  the  Prussian  minister  at 
Washington,  now  in  Berlin,  would  be  charged  by 
his  government  to  mediate  between  Mexico  and 
the  United  States — the  latter  having  left  the  affair 
to  the  arbitration  of  the  king  of  Prussia. 

Late  from  Mexico.  The  arrival  of  the  schoon- 
er, Wetter,  at  New  Orleans,  has  put  the  editors  of 
the  Louisianian  in  possession  of  regular  files  of 
Tampico  papers  to  the  7th  September,  and  papers 
of  the  city  of  Mexico  to  the  31st  Aug.  inclusive,  to- 
gether with  several  letters  from  private  correspon- 
dents. 

The  most  interesting  intelligence  is  that  which 
announces  the  probability  that  the  Mexican  go- 
vernment will  retract  its  unjust  decree  against  mer- 
chandise imported  into  Tampico,  during  the  tenure 
of  that  town  by  the  federal  forces. 

We  lean),  by  way  of  Matamoras,  that  the  army 
of  the  federal  general  Leinus,  was  defeated  by  ge- 
neral Canaliza  in  the  neighborhood  of  Montere.  It 
is  added  that  he  lost  all  his  artillery,  baggage,  &c. 
&c.  200  prisoners,  and  that  the  two  Lemus’  had 
flpd  in  the  direction  of  Texas.  A despatch  to  this 
effect  is  published  iri  a supplement  to  the  Desenga- 
no  de  Tamaulipas  ofthe  5th  September. 

There  is  nothing  very  important  from  the  city  of 
Mexico.  The  administration  of  Bustamente  was 
becoming  more  popular. 

A document  was  published  at  Mexico  towards 
the  end  of  August,  which  produced  some  sensation 
there,  and  which  appears  to  be  a death-blow  to  the 
reputation  of  Santa  Anna  as  a warrior.  An  officer 
of  the  Mexican  army,  who  was  present  at  the  skir- 
mish at  Vera  Cruz  on  the  5th  of  December,  has  de- 
clared in  the  Cosmopolita,  that  in  the  affair  just 
mentioned  Santa  Ana  behaved  like  a coward,  and 
he  sustains  his  assertions  by  a number  of  facts  of 
which  he  was  an  eye-witness,  and  which  were  also 
seen  by  part  of  the  detachment  that  was  then  and 
there  engaged. 

The  Wetter  brought  $55,765  76  in  specie,  con- 
signed to  various  houses  in  New  Orleans. 

Latest  from  Peru.  Private  letters  have  been 
received  from  Callao  to  the  29th  of  July.  The  ex- 
ploring expedition  had  sailed  from  that  port.  The 
United  States  ship  Falmouth,  commanded  by  cap- 
tain McKeever,  was  still  there.  In  the  difficult  and 
delicate  circumstances  which  have  arisen  out  of  the 
distracted  condition  of  Peru,  captain  McKeever 
has  evinced  much  judgment  and  elevated  patrio- 
ism. 

Mr.  Pickett  had  not  arrived  from  Guayaquil  at 
the  date  of  our  letter. 

A congress  of  deputies  was  about  to  assemble  at 
Huancayo.  The  election  of  a president  would  be 
one  of  its  first  acts.  General  Gomarra,  who  assum- 
ed the  presidency  after  the  Chilian  invasion,  is 
said  to  have  a strong  party  among  the  deputies. 
Two  thousand  Chilian  troops  had  sailed  for  Valpa- 


raiso, taking  with  them  a large  sum  of  money, 
which  had  been  levied  by  forced  contributions. 

General  Santa  Cruz,  late  president  of  the  Peru- 
Bolivian  confederation,  it  was  understood  was  about 
to  proceed  to  Europe,  by  way  of  the  U.  States. 
In  such  event,  we  may  expect  to  see  this  distin- 
guished person,  at  Washington  this  winter. 

General  Bolivian,  by  the  latest  intelligence,  had 
effected  a military  revolution  in  Bolivia  in  favor  of 
general  Santa  Cruz,  but  had  retired  from  that  posi- 
tion, and  is  to  proceed  to  Spain  as  minister  plenipo- 
tentiary. Gen.  Velasco  has  been  elected  president 
of  Bolivia. 

The  British  treaty  which  had  been  concluded 
with  the  late  Peru-Bolivian  confederation  was  be- 
ing discussed  in  the  public  journals.  One  party 
contended  that  it  was  not  binding  upon  Peru  since 
the  dissolution  of  the  confederation.  Her  Britan- 
nic majesty’s  charge  d’affaires,  Belford  Hinton 
Wilson,  esq.  had  published  a defence  marked  with 
great  ability.  [Globe. 

Azores.  The  emigration  from  the  Azores  to 
the  Brazils,  ha3  become  so  great  as  to  threaten  the 
depopulation  of  those  islands;  and  the  Portugues 
government  has  accordingly  resolved  upon  taking 
coercive  measures  to  put  a stop  to  it. 

The  president  of  the  United  States  on 
his  return  from  his  native  state  to  the  capital,  reach- 
ed Philadelphia  on  Monday  evening,  at  which  place 
the  authorities  of  the  city  had  made  preparations  to 
receive  and  entertain  him.  A procession,  civil  and 
military,  met  and  conducted  him  to  Sanderson’s 
Hotel,  where  he  lodged. 

On  Tuesday  he  reached  Baltimore  in  the  rail 
road  cars,  and  was  conducted  by  a deputation  of 
his  friends  to  Barnum’s  Hotel,  where  he  was  called 
upon  in  the  course  of  the  evening  by  many  gentle- 
men, and  after  night  he  was  regaled  with  a sight  of 
the  parade  and  procession  of  the  administration 
party,  celebrating  their  recent  triumph  in  the  Mary- 
land election,  with  music,  banners  and  transparen- 
cies. 

On  Wednesday  the  president  returned  to  the 
seat  of  government. 

Florida.  We  have  information  which  states 
that  seven  thousand  regulars  are  to  be  sent  to  Flo- 
rida, among  them  the  eighth  infantry  and  a large 
portion  of  the  artillery,  are  to  go  to  the  northern 
frontier,  and  likewise  the  second  regiment  of  dra- 
goons. General  Taylor  has  been  authorized  to  send 
to  Cuba  for  a large  number  of  blood-hounds. 

Indian  depredations  still  continue  in  Florida.  The 
Tallahassee  Star  of  the  2d  inst.  states  that  on  Fri- 
day, the  27th  ult.  a party  of  Indians  attacked  the 
house  of  Mr.  Bunch  on  the  Wakulla,  murdered 
Mrs.  Bunch  and  one  child  and  burned  the  house; 
also  fired  on,  and  wounded  badly,  Mr.  Whiteacer 
neighbor  to  Mr.  Bunch.  A detachment  of  the 
‘minute  men,’  started  on  Monday  morning  in  pur- 
suit of  the  Indians.  [Nat.  Gaz. 

Army  movements.  The  4th  regiment  of  ar- 
tillery, from  the  Trenton  encampment,  arrived  last 
night.  The  whole,  450  in  number,  appeared  to  be 
in  excellent  health.  This  morning  the  Cleveland 
was  chartered  for  $ 300  to  carry  to  Detroit  such  of 
the  regiment  as  are  destined  to  western  posts. 

[Buffalo  Com.  Adv. 

Paying  in  specie.  The  following  sensible  re- 
marks, on  the  subject  now  uppermost  in  the  minds 
of  many  persons,  are  given  in  the  Norfolk  Beacon 
of  Saturday.  The  suspension  is  a great  inconve- 
nience, and  in  the  actual  posture  of  things,  a great 
evil;  but  it  is  well  to  take  a practical  view  of  the 
matter,  and  scan  the  subject  in  all  its  bearings. 
The  Beacon  says: 

It  is  a common  error  to  suppose  that  the  solvency 
of  a bank  depends  on  the  amount  of  specie  in  its 
vaults:  but  such  a test  can  no  more  apply  to  a bank 
than  an  individual.  The  farmer  has  his  lands  and 
negroes,  the  townsman  has  his  houses  and  lots,  and 
yet  neither  may  have  a hundred  dollars  in  specie. 
Money  is  profitable  only  when  invested,  and  few 
people  care  to  have  idle  money  about  them  when  it 
can  be  made  useful.  A bank  then  like  an  indivi- 
dual, may  have  liens  on  the  safest  and  most  valuable 
property  in  the  state,  and  yet  have  very  little  spe- 
cie. It  is  not  necessary  to  the  safety  of  a bank 
that  she  should  have  any  specie  at  all;  and  the 
laws  formed  to  compel  the  banks  to  keep  a cer- 
tain portion  of  specie,  operate  mainly  in  keep- 
ing specie  perpetually  floating  between  one  coun- 
try and  another,  and  different  parts  of  the  same 
country.  The  great  object  of  specie  is  to  pay  ba- 
lances, and,  like  cotton  and  tobacco,  it  will  find  its 
level  of  itself.  Laws  and  combinations  may  em- 
barrass trade,  and  keep  up  for  a while  a fictitious 


state  of  things,  but  the  common  level  will  be  found 
at  last. 

The  late  Mathew  Carey.  From  the  Nation- 
al Intelligencer.  Messrs.  Gales  &,  Seaton:— 
Premature  death,  by  untoward  accident  or  violence, 
is  always  doubly  afflicting  to  the  feelings  of  friends, 
however  full  in  years,  and  overflowing  in  measures 
of  beneficence  may  have  been  the  life  of  the  de- 
ceased. 

The  sudden  demise  of  the  venerable  philanthro- 
pist, Mathew  Carey,  from  upsetting  of  his  carriage, 
(without  imputing  blame  to  his  coachman),  adds 
another  to  the  countless  admonitions  that  daily 
transpire,  how  generally  our  lives  are  in  the  hands 
of  others,  whose  education  and  habits  render  them 
incompetent  to  appreciate  the  magnitude  of  the 
trust,  or  the  necessity  of  continual  watchfulness  and 
caution. 

Though  at  the  advanced  age  of  fourscore  years, 
Mr.  Carey  was  cut  off  in  the  full  tide  of  his  public 
beuefactions  and  literary  labors,  while  his  heart  was 
yet  as  sensitive  as  ever  to  the  misfortunes  of  large 
portions  of  our  fellow  beings,  and  to  the  hopeless 
wickedness  of  others. 

The  following  extract  from  a letter  written  by  his 
own  firm  hand  but  a day  or  two  before  his  misfor- 
tune cannot  but  be  interesting  to  some  of  your  rea- 
ders; the  despondency  expressed  for  the  state  of 
public  morals,  his  solemn  premonitions  of  approach- 
ing dissolution,  and  the  pious  feelings  that  pervades 
the  whole,  with  an  occasional  flash  of  pleasantry 
and  cheerfulness,  so  characteristic  of  the  man,  may 
not  unaptly  be  esteemed  a concentrated  miniature 
of  his  life.  Yours,  very  respectfully. 

Washington,  Sept.  20,  1839. 

“Dear  sir:  I send  you,  by  this'mail,  a copy  com- 
plete ofthe  Querist,  as  far  as  it  has  gone — 1,  2,  and  3. 

“I  am  greatly  below  par.  I am  fearful  that  the 
state  ofthe  country  is  hopeless.  Public  morals  are 
at  the  lowest  ebb,  and  private  share  a portion  of  the 
same  fate.  Regard  for  self  appears  to  be  the  pre- 
dominant feeling.  Every  man  for  himself,  as  the 
Dutchman  said  when  he  had  seized  all  he  could  lay 
his  hands  on.  Prospects  have  heretofore  been  very 
gloomy;  perhaps  almost  as  gloomy  in  some  points  of 
view  as  at  present,  but  we  could  always  heretofore 
see  a little  cherub  smiling  aloft,  to  cheer  us  on  our 
way,  but  no  telescope  can  enable  us  to  see  a cherub 
aloft  at  present. 

“My  general  health  is  as  good  as  usual.  But  the 
feebleness  of  my  limbs  rather  increases.  A,nd  my 
remaining  eye  cannot  perform  its  functions  by  the 
‘light  of  the  lamn,’ as  it  was  wont  to  do.  I think 
much  on  ‘Mrs.  Thrale’s  Three  Warnings.’  I too 
have  my  three  warnings;  not,  however,  exactly  the 
same  as  hers.  I am  in  a great  measure  toothless,  a 
cripple,  and  half  blind.  But  I find  no  decay  in  my 
intellectual  powers;  on  the  contrary  I agree  with 
the  poet,  (Pope). 

‘The  soul’s  dark  cottage,  batter’d  and  decay’d, 

Lets  in  new  light  through  chinks  which  time  has 
made.’ 

“Yours  very  respectfully, 

Mathew  Carey. 

“Philadelphia,  Aug.  30,  1839.'’ 

Monument  of  general  Hayne.  We  cannot 
agree  with  the  Courier  in  its  views  as  to  the  site  of 
the  proposed  monument  of  General  Hayne.  To 
place  such  a monument  of  our  first  citizen  without 
the  limits  of  the  city,  as  the  Courier  suggests,  the 
public  will  never  consent,  whatever  character  or 
popularity  it  would  give  to  the  new  cemetery. 

The  monument  will  not,  as  the  Courier  supposes, 
be  a “sepulchral”  monument — but  a proud  memo- 
rial, like  the  Nelson  monument;  and  the  associa- 
tions which  it  kindles  will  never  be  out  of  keeping 
with  the  virtuous  feelings  of  any  visiter  of  any  of 
our  public  w'alks.  The  city  square  strikes  us  as 
the  mo3t  appropriate  spot.  Let  the  public  testimo- 
nial rise  in  the  most  public  place,  either  on  the  bat- 
tery or  the  square,  but  we  prefer  the  latter,  as  be- 
ing in  the  heart  of  our  city.  The  apprehension  of 
the  Courier  that,  by  establishing  the  precedent,  the 
square  might  be  ultimately  “crowded,”  is,  w e fear, 
nay,  we  know,  unfounded.  It  i9  not  every  age  that 
produces  a Hayne.  It  cannot  be  said  that 

“Sparta  hath  many  a worthier  son  than  he.” 

Will  any  of  the  living  generation  of  citizens  be 
accorded  an  equal  honor  by  common  consent?  And 
if  it  were  possible  that  the  site  could  become 
crowded  with  monuments  to  such  men,  we  can 
conceive  of  nothing  more  ennobling  to  our  city 
than  such  a crowd.  The  obelisk  or  column  erected 
will  not  be  subject  to  any  objection  that  would  not, 
in  a few  short  years,  equally  apply  to  a “triumphal 
arch”  or  other  trophy.  The  glory  of  this  world 
passeth  away,  and  all  works  that  affection  or  pride 
can  build,  become  in  time  memorials  of  the  dead. 
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God  grant  that  Charleston  may  hereafter  have  many 
such  as  general  Hayne  to  remember. 

[ Charleston  Mercury. 

Slaver  captured.  Among  the  vessels  which 
arrived  at  New  York  on  Sunday,  was  the  schooner 
Catherine,  captain  Dundas,  of  Baltimore,  thirty- 
nine  days  from  Sierra  Leone,  a prize  to  H.  B.  M. 
brig  Dolphin.  The  Journal  of  Commerce  says: 
She  was  seized  on  charge  of  being  engaged  in  the 
slave  trade,  and  is  brought  to  this  country  out  of 
respect  to  the  American  government,  instead  of  be- 
ing adjudicated  upon  at  Sierra  Leone,  as  she 
would  have  been  if  belonging  to  any  nation  with 
which  the  British  government  has  a treaty  for  the 
suppression  of  the  slave  trade.  Four  of  the  origi- 
nal crew  of  the  Catherine  are*  on  board.  The  re- 
mainder, about  thirty',  were  discharged  on  the  coast. 
We  understand  she  has  an  American  register  on 
board,  and  she  is  said  to  be  owned  in  Baltimore. — 
She  was  fitted  out  at  Havana,  where  she  took  up 
her  cargo. 

Constantinople.  The  loss  of  property  by 
the  great  fire  in  Constantinople,  a few  weeks  since, 
is  estimated  at  120,000,000  of  francs,  or  about 
£ -1,800,000.  Some  accounts  sayr  that  5,000  houses 
are  consumed. 

Banks.  The  Wool  Growers’  bank  in  New 
York  city',  one  of  the  new  institutions  chartered 
under  the  free  banking  law,  has  suspended. 

Providence,  R.  I.  The  banks  of  this  place 
hesitated  on  the  11th  to  pay  specie,  waiting  to  hear 
from  New  York  and  Boston,  but  resumed  again  on 
ascertaining  that  the  banks  of  those  cities  continued 
to  pay  specie. 

Doctor  Dyott.  He  is  now  a convict  in  the 
Philadelphia  penitentiary,  and  employed  at  weav- 
ing. 

Louisville.  Mr.  W.  P.  Porter  has  received 
the  appointment  of  port  collector  and  surveyor  of 
the  port  of  Louisville,  and  is  now  perlorming  the 
duties  of  his  office. 

Army.  General  orders.  No.  51.  Adjutant  gene- 
ral's office , Washington,  Oct.  15,  1839.  The  seve- 
ral field  and  company  officers  belonging  to  the  regi- 
ments serving  in  Florida,  now  awaiting  orders,  or 
absent  on  temporary  service  or  with  leave,  will 
repair  to  their  respective  posts  and  join  the  army  of 
the  south  without  delay.  By  order  of  major  ge- 
neral Macomb: 

R.  Jones,  adjutant  general. 

Shipwreck.  Capt.  Rallo,  of  the  Sicilian  brig 
Filomena,  arrived  at  New  York  on  Sunday,  reports 
having  fallen  in  with,  in  latitude  38  37,  longitude  66 
17,  part  of  the  wreck  of  a vessel.  Took  from  it 
captain  Murry  and  five  seamen.  Capt.  M.  reports 
that  his  brig,  the  Cadwallader,  belonged  to  St.  An- 
drews; he  sailed  from  St.  Stephens  for  Barbadoes, 
lumber  loaded,  on  the  6th  August.  In  the  gale  of 
the  13th  Sept,  the  vessel  was  knocked  down,  filled, 
and  went  to  pieces,  and  William  Brett  and  YVilliain 
Richardson  were  drowned. 

Capt.  M.  and  five  others  clung  to  the  keel,  with 
part  of  the  stern  and  stem,  which  was  the  largest 
part  of  the  wreck  left,  where  they  remained  five 
days,  the  sea  making  a continued  breach  over  them, 
without  any  thing  to  eat  or  drink;  when  taken  off 
they  were  nearly  exhausted  and  could  not  have  last- 
ed another  day;  some  of  them  were  delirious,  and 
their  clothes  neatly  all  washed  from  their  backs;  but 
by  the  kind  attention  of  captain  Rallo,  who  supplied 
them  with  clothes  and  every  thing  that  he  could  to 
make  them  comfortable,  they  have  all  recovered. — 
Since  they  have  been  on  board  the  F.  their  skins 
have  all  come  otf,  from  being  so  long  washed  by  the 
sea. 

The  brig  Eagle,  capt.  John  C.  Evans,  ot  East 
Greenwich,  sailed  from  that  port  on  the  29lhof  May 
last,  lor  the  Straits  of  Belleisle,  on  a fishing  voyage. 
On  the  3d  ot  J uly,  capt.  E.  and  two  of  his  seamen, 
Ebenezcr  Davvley  and  Thos.  Hill,  of  the  Eagle,  and 
Mr  Waite,  mate,  and  Mr.  Bicknell,  seaman,  be- 
longing to  the  schr.  Counsellor,  of  East  Greenwich, 
went  with  the  boat  between  Lazy  Island  and  the 
Main,  for  bait;  the  boat  was  unfortunately  capsized 
in  the  surf,  and  all  of  them,  with  the  exception  of 
Thoma3  Hill,  ot  the  Eagle,  who  saved  himself  by 
the  greatest  exertions,  were  drowned;  on  reaching 
the  Eagle  he  communicated  the  melancholy  fate  of 
his  companions.  Search  having  been  made  on  the 
following  day,  capt.  Evans,  of  the  Eagle,  and  Bick- 
nell,  ot  the  Counsellor,  were  found;  and  on  the  4th 
July,  their  bodies  were  committed  to  the  silent 
grave,  attended  by  the  officers  and  crews  of  the  dif- 


ferent vessels  in  the  harbor.  Capt.  Evans  lias  left 
a wife  and  daughter,  to  mourn  their  irreparable  loss. 
Mr.  Dawley  has  left  a wife  and  four  children  in  a 
destitute  situation. 

Drought.  The  present  is  probably  the  severest 
drought  ever  experienced  in  the  southern  country. 
It  extends  through  the  whole  south.  As  an  evi- 
dence of  its  effects  in  this  state,  we  were  yesterday 
shown  a letter  from  Stokes  county,  (which  our 
readers  know  is  in  the  grain  growing  region)  or- 
dering a barrel  of  (lour  to  be  sent  there  from  this 
town,  as  it  was  impossible  to  get  grinding  done  at 
the  mills  in  that  count}'.  An  individual  in  Moore 
county  has  been  mentioned  to  us,  who  had  to  send 
30  miles  to  have  corn  ground.  We  are  informed 
by  a gentleman  who  had  long  paid  attention  to  our 
river,  that  he  has  never  known  it  so  low.  And  yet 
our  enterprising  boat  owners  manage  to  get  goods 
up  somehow  or  other. 

The  crop  of  cotton  must  be  materially  shortened 
by  this  drought.  Fortunately,  the  grain  was  gene- 
rally beyond  the  reach  of  injury. 

[Fayetteville  (N.  C.)  Obs. 

EIGHTEEN  DAYS  LATER  FROM  ENG- 
LxVND. 

From  the  New  York  Commercial  Advertiser,  Oct.  10. 

At  7 o’clock  this  morning  we  had  the  pleasure  of 
hearing  that  the  packet  steam  ship  Liverpool  was 
in  the  lower  bay,  and  about  8 o’clock  our  faithful 
news  collector  was  at  our  elbow  with  our  bag  of 
papers.  Our  London  dates  are  to  the  evening  of 
September  20,  and  Liverpool  to  the  21st,  with  the 
latest  commercial  advices  from  the  various  ports  of 
England  and  the  continent. 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Elections  were  in  progress,  or  taken  place,  in 
several  parts  of  the  kingdom.  At  Manchester,  sir 
George  Murray,  the  tory  candidate  was  defeated  by 
a majority  of  265.  At  Cambridge,  Mr.  Gibson,  the 
liberal  candidate  was  unsuccessful.  Mr.  Wyse, 
liberal  was  elected  at  Waterford,  without  opposi- 
tion. Also,  Mr.  Shiel  re-elected  at  Tipperary. 

The  frigate  Pique  sailed  from  Portsmouth,  for 
Quebec,  the  13th  September,  having  on  board  Mr. 
Poulett  Thompson  and  suite,  and  sir  Richard  Jack- 
son  and  his  suite. 

The  Marquis  of  Hastings  has  published  a very 
long  communication,  fortified  by  letters,  extracts 
and  other  documents,  disclosing  all  the  facts  relat- 
ing to  the  calumny  upon  his  sister.  It  discloses  no- 
thing of  interest  that  was  not  known  before,  except 
that  the  marquis  had  challenged  lord  Melbourne. 
The  blame  of  the  affair  seems  to  be  thrown  pretty 
clearly  on  lady  Portinan  and  sir  JamesClark. 

The  government  had  instituted  an  inquiry  into 
the  conduct  of  the  Birmingham  magistrates  during 
the  riots.  The  investigation  commenced  on  the 
18th  of  September. 

The  London  papers  announce  the  death  of  the 
earl  of  Lauderdale,  in  the  81st  year  of  his  age. 

A young  woman,  named  Margaret  Moyes,  killed 
herself  on  the  19th  of  September,  by  leaping  from 
the  top  of  the  monument.  Of  course  she  was 
dashed  to  pieces.  Pecuniary  distress  and  appre- 
hension were  the  causes,  as  supposed.  Only  one 
other  instance  of  suicide  in  this  manner  has  occur- 
red; it  was  in  1810,  when  a diamond  merchant, 
named  Levi  threw  himself  from  the  top  of  the 
monument  and  was  shattered  to  fragments. 

Mr.  O’Connel  was  in  retirement  at  Darrynane, 
arranging  his  measures  for  a fresh  repeal  agitation. 

The  king  and  queen  of  Belgium  left  London  for 
their  own  kingdom  on  the  20th  September.  Their 
visit  does  not  appear  to  have  resulted  in  any  ar- 
rangement for  the  marriage  of  queen  Victoria — at 
least  the  papers  make  no  allusion  to  any  such 
event. 

The  uncertainty  that  hung  over  the  state  of  the 
English  harvest  when  the  British  Queen  left  Eng- 
land is  not  entirely  removed  by  the  arrival  of  the 
Liverpool.  The  weather  had  been  extensively  un- 
favorable, and  it  is  not  to  be  concealed  that  the  tone 
of  the  advices  is  adverse  to  the  expectation  even  of 
an  average  crop:  but  still  there  was  room  for  hope. 
In  Ireland,  however,  the  question  was  considered 
settled.  The  crops  there,  of  grain  as  well  as  pota- 
toes, were  unquestionably  far  below  the  average. 
The  weather  had  been  fatal  to  the  potatoes. 

Cotton  was  a shade  lower  than  at  our  former  ad- 
vices, and  confidence  was  felt  that  it  had  not  reach- 
ed its  minimum. 

Wejregret  to  learn  that  bills  to  a large  amount, 
drawn  by  the  United  States  Bank,  had  been  protest- 
ed in  France;  but  it  will  be  seen  that  an  arrange- 
ment had  been  made  for  their  payment. 

The  national  convention  oi  the  chartists  was 
formally  dissolved  on  Sept.  14. 

The  tournament  at  Eglintoun  castle,  after  all, 
ended  brilliantlv.  The  sun,  in  the  week  succeed- 


ing the  rains,  came  out  bright,  and  the  pageant  was 
attended  by  about  10,000  spectators.  Mr.  Jerning- 
ham  was  slightly  wounded  in  the  wiist.  In  tbe 
previous  sword  fights  on  foot,  prince  Louis  Napo- 
leon exhibited  great  skill.  About  400  sat  down  to 
the  banquet.  Lord  Eglintoun  made  a speech,  hop- 
ing these  pageants  will  be  renewed.  It  was  receiv- 
ed with  great  applause.  The  marquis  of  Waterford 
it  is  said,  will  give  the  next. 

The  Bank  of  England  gave  no  assistance  what- 
ever to  Mr.  Jaundon,  agent  of  tbe  United  States 
Bank,  in  his  arrangements  with  the  house  of  Roths- 
child, to  liquidate  the  bills  dishonored  by  Hottin- 
guer  & Co.  at  Paris. 

The  Liverpool  Mail  of  the  21st  has  a savage  ar- 
ticle on  the  United  States  Bank,  Mr.  Biddle  and 
American  planters  and  merchants. 

The  Liverpool  brings  out,  besides  her  full  com- 
plement of  94  passengers,  60  cases  of  figured  silks, 
each  valued  at  £1,000— a total  of  £60,000  in  silks 
alone. 

The  unexpected  arrival  of  large  quantities  of 
specie  from  the  United  States  has  produced  a fa- 
vorable affect  on  the  aspect  of  our  fiscal  relations 
with  England 

The  exportation  of  the  precious  metals  from  the 
port  of  London,  for  the  week  ending  on  Sept.  4,  was: 
gold,  in  bars  to  Hamburg,  500  oz.;  ditto  in  coin,  to 
St.  Petersburg,  1,230  oz.;  Mauritius,  800  oz.;  silver 
in  bars,  to  Hamburgh,  3,700  oz.;  Calcutta  20,000 
oz.;  ditto  in  coin,  to  Mauritius,  48,000  oz.;  Ham- 
burgh, 114,440  oz.;  New  York,  23,250  oz.;  British 
West  Indies,  962  oz.  This  return  exhibits  a large 
increase  in  the  exportation  of  silver,  both  in  coin 
and  bars. 

From  the  Morning  Post  of  September  20. 

The  information  we  were  enabled  to  give  yester- 
day with  respect  to  the  movements  of  Mr.  J audon  at 
Paris,  will  have  prepared  our  readers  for  the  result 
we  have  now  to  communicate.  It  appears  that  tbe 
bills  which  the  U.  States  bank  had  drawn  for  seven 
millions  of  francs  on  Messrs.  Hottinguer  and  Co.  of 
Paris  and  Havre,  but  which  these  gentlemen  did  not 
feel  warranted,  in  justice  to  themselves,  to  accept, 
will  be  provided  for  at  maturity  by  Messrs.  Roths- 
child and  Sons,  to  whom  the  agencies  have  been 
transferred.  It  has  been  rumored  that  they  will  like- 
wise undertake  the  agency  ot  the  bank  in  this  coun- 
try, on  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Jaudon. 

This  requires  confirmation.  It  is  well  known 
that  arrangements  were  in  progress  for  again  placing 
the  account  in  the  hands  of  Messrs.  Baring,  Brothers 
and  Co.  but  that  they  were  never  completed,  in 
consequence  of  certain  conditions  exacted  by  that 
eminent  firm  as  indispensable  for  their  guidance 
and  security,  and  to  which  the  United  States  bank 
had  neither  acceded  nor  the  contrary,  the  determi- 
nation of  the  president  having  never  been  declared 
upon  the  subject.  Messrs.  Baring,  Brothers  and 
Co.  have  doubtless  expressed  their  disapprobation 
of  an  unlimited  issue  of  post  notes,  or  possibly  de- 
clared themselves  to  the  effect  that  this  novel  me- 
dium of  remittance  should  be  discontinued  entirely. 
If  such  be  the  fact,  we  are  of  opinion  that  Messis. 
Barin''  and  Co.  have  done  no  more  than  was  dic- 
tated by  a proper  sense  of  prudence,  and  no  more 
than  it  was  incumbent  upon  them  to  do,  as  a house 
to  which,  from  its  high  character  and  long  standing, 
the  whole  of  the  commercial  world  are  apt  to  look 

as  a precedent  and  a beacon. 

We  are  unable  to  say  any  thing  conclusive  as  to 
(he  London  agency  at  present,  but,  should  the  mat- 
ter turn  out  to  be  as  has  been  this  afternoon  re- 
ported, we  should  hope,  on  every  account,  that 
Messrs.  Rothschild  have  observed  an  equal  cau- 
tion. We  are  the  less  disposed  to  believe  that  any 
thing  positive  can  be  known  upon  the  subject,  as 
the  appointment  of  Mr.  Jaudon  s successor  or  suc- 
cessors in  London  may  be  presumed  not  to  rest 
with  himself.  Be  the  event  as  it  may,  there  can 
be  no  question  but  the  Philadelphia  bank  will  be 
compelled  henceforth  to  pursue  a very  different  sys- 
tem from  that  which  it  has  pursued  since  the  failure 
of  the  three  great  English  houses;  otherwise  it  may 
in  the  end  fall  into  tiie  same  difficulties  that  they 
did.  If  the  president  of  the  establishment  had  only 
sent  specie  to  take  up  his  drafts  to  the  extent  pro- 
posed, and  which  it  was  as  much  bis  duty  to  do  as 
it  is  that  of  the  Bank  of  England  to  pay  its  notes  in 
gold,  the  interposition  of  Messrs.  Rothschild  and 
Sons,  in  order  to  give  protection  to  his  signature  in 
the  French  cities,  would  have  been  unnecessary. 

It  seems  a little  too  much  that  a foreign  bank 
should  be  planted  permanently  among  us,  to  inter- 
fere with  the  proper  functions  of  our  own  national 
bank,  and  to  maintain  an  injurious  monopoly  of 
foreign  imports.  Perhaps  the  interference  of  Messrs. 
Rothschild  and  Sons  is  to  be  confined  to  the  duty 
of  winding  up  the  affairs  of  the  United  States  bank 
in  Europe.  The  markets  are  glutted  with  Ameri- 
can cottons  and  American  stocks  of  all  kinds,  and. 
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as  (here  is  no  longer  any  demand  for  either,  we  do  not 
see  what  else  they  can  have  to  do.  Mr.  Jaudon  is 
understood  to  have  returned  to  town  in  the  course 
of  the  afternoon. 

FRANCE. 

There  is  not  much  news  of  interest  from  this 
kingdom.  It  is  confidently  asserted  that  a consider- 
able movement  of  troops  will  speedily  take  place 
in  Algiers,  under  the  command  of  the  duke  of  Or- 
leans. The  object  is  probably  nothing  more  than 
to  strengthen  the  administration  of  the  colony,  as 
no  resistance  from  the  natives  is  expected,  and, 
consequently,  no  war.  The  march  of  the  troops 
was  to  be  from  Algiers  to  Constantina,  thence  to 
Phillippeville  and  Bona. 

The  Paris  papers  allege  that  atreaty  of  commerce 
with  Texas  has  been  actually  negotiated — including, 
of  course,  the  independence  of  the  republic.  It  had 
not  been  signed,  however,  in  consequence  of  the 
omission  of  a clause  insuring  liberty  of  conscience 
— the  Texian  negotiators  doubtless  looking  upon 
such  a clause  as  altogether  superfluous. 

SPAIN. 

Termination  of  the  civil  war.  This  event,  so  de- 
sirable for  the  interests  of  humanity,  has  been  at 
length  effected,  principally  by  the  defection  of  the 
Carlist  general-in-chief,  Maroto,  with  the  principal 
part  of  the  army  under  his  command.  He  had  been 
for  some  time  negotiating  with  Espartero  and  lord 
John  Hay  for  a cessation  of  hostilities,  on  the  basis 
of  a marriage  between  the  young  queen  and  the  son 
of  Don  Carlos,  and  the  recognition  of  the  privileges 
claimed  by  the  Biscayans.  Espartero  refused  the 
marriage  point-blank,  and  on  the  27th  of  August 
marched  in  force  against  Maroto. 

In  the  mean  time,  on  the  25th,  Maroto  had  come 
to  an  open  rupture  with  Don  Carlos,  and  the  latter, 
on  the  approach  of  Espartero,  fled  toward  Estella. 
Maroto  retired,  leaving  to  Espartero  a free  entrance 
into  Guipuzcoa,  and  soon  after  entered  into  direct 
communication  with  the  queen’s  general,  the  result 
of  which  was  his  desertion  from  the  cause  of  the 
pretender,  and  junction  with  the  forces  of  the  queen. 
A treaty  between  the  two  generals  was  concluded 
on  the  29th,  subject  to  the  approbation  of  the 
cortes. 

Subsequently,  the  hopes  of  Don  Corlos  continued 
to  receive  great  and  daily  disappointments  in  the 
desertion  of  the  few  troops  that  did  not  abandon 
him  with  Maroto — about  8,000  in  number — the 
open  and  unanimous  declaration  of  Biscay  and 
Guipuzcoa  tor  the  queen,  and  the  successive  sur- 
render of  the  Carlist  fortress  in  Navarre,  with  their 
garrisons.  Tolosa  was  occupied  by  the  queen’s 
troops  on  the  6th  of  September;  and  the  court  and 
cabinet  of  Don  Carlos  dispersed,  most  of  the  mem- 
bers taking  refuge  in  France. 

Finally  on  the  14th  September,  Don  Carlos  en- 
tered the  territory  of  France,  with  his  family,  and 
was  quickly  followed  by  Eguia,  Elio,  Negri,  and 
other  generals,  with  several  battalions  of  troops, 
who  were  disarmed,  and  their  arms  were  given  up 
to  Espartero,  who  had  followed  hard  upon  the  fu- 
gitives. 

On  the  17th  of  September,  Don  Carlos  set  off 
from  Bayonne  for  Bordeaux,  intending,  it  was  said, 
to  pass  onward  into  Italy,  and  there  take  up  his 
residence,  abandoning  all  his  pretensions  to  the 
crown  of  Spain. 

These  events  of  course  caused  great  rejoicings  at 
Madrid.  The  cortes  assembled  on  the  1st  Septem- 
ber, and  having  been  legally  constituted  on  the  10th, 
proceeded  at  once  to  consider  the  treaty  entered  in- 
to by  Espartero  and  Maroto,  which  would  no  doubt 
be  ratified. 

All  the  Carlist  leaders  of  any  note  had  surrender- 
ed or  fled,  except  Cabrera,  who  still  continued  hos- 
tile demonstrations  in  the  south,  and  was  resolute, 
it  was  said,  to  carry  on  the  war  on  his  account. — 
But  the  overwhelming  force  at  the  disposal  of  Es- 
partero would  doubtless  soon  drive  him  to  flight  or 
submission. 

A splendid  dinner  was  given  by  the  queen  regent 
on  the  8th,  in  celebration  of  the  happy  events  above 
described.  And  she  was  formally  congratulated  on 
the  8th  by  the  whole  diplomatic  body,  Mr.  Eaton, 
the  American  minister,  reading  the  address. 

London,  Sept.  19. — The  Paris  papers  of  Tuesday, 
since  our  ordinary  express,  contain  the  following 
telegraphic  despatches: 

Bayonne,  Sept.  15,  (arrived  the  16 th). 
“The  general  commanding  the  20 th  military  division 
to  the  president  of  the  council. 

“Yesterday,  six  Alavese  battalions,  two  Navarese, 
and  all  the  Carlist  staff,  with  the  generals  Elio  and 
Negri,  took  refuge  in  our  territory,  where  they  have 
been  disarmed 

“Espartero  arrived  at  Urdax  instantly,  and  put 
himselfinto  communication  with  our  troops.  The 
arms  of  the  Carlists  have  been  delivered  to  him,  and 
we  have  given  bread  to  his  troops.” 


“Byonne,  Sept.  15,  (arrivedihe  16 th). 
“The  sub-prefeci  to  the  minister  of  the  interior. 

“Learning,  on  the  evening  of  the  13th,  the  arrival 
of  the  pretender  at  Urdax,  I went  to  Ainho,  and 
pointed  out  to  him  what  he  should  do;  namely,  that 
being  shut  in  by  the  Christinos  and  our  troops  on 
three  leagues  of  frontier,  he  should  pass  into  France, 
and  then  it  would  be  easy  for  me  to  interfere  for  a 
capitulation  to  guaranty  the  fate  of  his  family. 

“At  noon  the  intendant-general  announced  that 
the  pretender  was  about  to  enter. 

“M.  de  la  Land  informed  me,  at  2 o’clock,  that 
Don  Carlos  was  still  undecided.  I then  closed  al- 
together the  frontier,  and  at  3 o’clock?  it  was  an- 
nounced to  me  that  Don  Carlos  was  about  to  enter. 

“As  firing  was  heard,  a thousand  refugees,  non- 
combatants,  entered,  and  at  half  parts  3 o’clock  Don 
Carlos  and  his  family  appeared.  1 had  them  instant- 
ly conducted  to  a place  of  safety,  and  I returned  to 
the  frontier  again  to  direct  the  refugees,  who,  to 
the  number  of  2,000,  were  driven  in  by  Espartero. 

“I  saw  gen.  Espartero,  who  expressed  to  me  and 
the  colonel  of  the  37th  his  perfect  satisfaction.” 

The  despatch  omits,  as  you  will  observe,  all  men- 
tion of  Don  Sebastian,  and  it  is  still  doubtful  if  he 
is  included  in  the  term  “family  of  Don  Carlos.” — 
Whether  he  be  or  not  is  a matter  of  little  moment, 
as  the  war  is  quite  at  an  end  in  the  north — Elio, 
who  has  crossed  the  frontier,  being  the  sole  officer 
capable  of  heading  the  troops. 

It  is  finally  determined  by  the  French  govern- 
ment to  send  Don  Carlos  and  his  suite  to  the  cha- 
teau of  Bourges,  in  the  province  of  Berri,  about  50 
leagues  south  of  Paris. 

The  frontier  letters  say  that  the  count  d’Espange 
has  also  submitted,  and  retires  again  into  France. 

London,  Sept.  20. — The  Paris  Moniteur  publishes 
the  two  following  telegraphic  despatches  from  the 
Spanish  frontier: 

“ Bayonne , Sept.  16, 10  o’clock,  A.  M. 
“The  general  commanding  the  20 th  military  division, 
to  the  minister  of  war. 

“Four  Navarese  battalions  have  taken  refuge  on 
our  territory,  at  Sarre.  There  are  still  eight  re- 
maining in  Navarre.  Espartero  was  to  leave  Urdax 
to-day  in  pursuit  of  them.” 

“ The  prefect  of  the  Lower  Pyrennes,  to  the  minister 
of  the  interior. 

Bayonne,  Sept.  17. 

“Don  Carlos  left  yesterday  evening  at  8 o’clock 
for  his  destination. 

‘ Everything  passed  with  the  greatest  order.” 

The  Moniteur  next  announces  that  Baron  de  Ti- 
nan,  chief  of  the  squadron  of  the  staff  and  aid-de- 
camp  of  marshal  Souit,  was  senton  Sunday  evening 
to  meet  Don  Carlos,  and  conduct  him  to  Bourges. 

The  same  official  journal  mentions  that  king 
Louis  Phi llippe  had  conferred  the  grand  cordon  of 
the  legion  of  honor  on  general  Espartero. 

TURKEY  AND  EGYPT. 

No  great  progress  seems  to  have  been  made  to- 
wards an  adjustment  of  the  difficulties  between  the 
pasha  and  the  porte.  The  sultan,  or  rather  his  mi- 
nisters, had  addressed  a letter  to  the  representatives 
ofthe  mediating  powers,  urging  an  immediate  set- 
tlement, and  expressing  a desire  that  conferences 
might  be  opened  at  Constantinople.  His  note  was 
considered  by  some  as  a renunciation  of  the  treaty 
of  Unkiar  Skelessi,  which  constituted  .Russia  the 
sole  protector  of  Turkey. 

Lord  Ponsonby  and  Admiral  Roussin  are  said  to 
have  demanded  permission  for  the  squadrons  of 
France  and  England  to  enter  the  Dardanelles;  and 
it  is  further  said  that  the  Russian  minister  gave  no- 
tice to  the  porte  that,  if  the  demand  were  complied 
with,  he  should  call  for  his  passports.  The  demand 
was  not  complied  with,  and,  on  the  contrary,  the 
British  and  French  envoys  were  requested  to  with- 
draw the  squadrons  to  a greater  distance.  The  an- 
swers of  lord  Ponsonby  and  admiral  Roussin  to  this 
request  are  said  to  have  been  couched  in  very  ener- 
getic terms. 

The  Paris  Revue  des  deux  Mondes  alleges  that 
Russia  and  Prussia  have  refused  to  enter  into  any 
thing  like  a conference  on  the  eastern  question. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  pasha,  caleulatingperhaps 
on  a disagreement  between  the  five  powers — Eng- 
land, France  and  Austraon  the  one  side,  and  Rus- 
sia and  Prussia  on  the  other — had  refused  to  give 
up  the  Turkish  fleet  until  all  his  demands  should 
be  complied  with.  It  is  affirmed  that  a strong  de- 
sire for  Egyptian  sway  exists  in  Turkey — that  nu- 
merous bodies  of  troops  had  joined  the  army  of 
Ibraham,  and  that  he  had  been  repeatedly  urged  to 
march  into  the  Turkish  territory. 

It  is  said  that  the  emperor  of  Russia  has  declared 
his  readiness  to  fulfil  his  stipulations  in  the  treaty 
of  Unkiar  Skelessi,  by  marching  an  army  to  the 
assistance  of  the  sultan  whenever  called  upon  to  do 
so.  The  pasha  was  increasing  his  military  pre- 
parations. He  had  demanded  from  the  merchants 


of  Gairo  and  Alexandria  a loan  of  400,000  talaries, 
and  obtained  nearly  the  whole  of  it.  His  troops  and 
sailors  were  exercised  daily,  and  in  every  way  he 
was  strengthening  himself  for  a war  which  he  seem- 
ed to  consider  inevitable. 

It  may  be  as  well  to  state  that  his  demands  are 
now  confined  to  the  hereditary  of  Egypt  and  Syria, 
and  the  dismissal  of  Khosrew  pasha  from  the  pre- 
miership of  Turkey.  The  porte  refuses  to  dismiss 
Khosrew,  and  refuses  also  the  hereditary  sovereign- 
ty of  Syria. 

In  the  mean  time  another  pretender  has  sprung 
up  to  the  throne  of  Mahmoud,  in  the  person  of 
Nadir  bey,  who  claims  to  be  a son  of  Mustapha 
IV,  the  elder  brother  and  predecessor  of  Mahmoud, 
by  one  of  the  ladies  of  his  harem,  who  escaped 
when  the  women  of  Mustapha’s  seraglio  were  put 
to  death,  being  pregnant  at  the  time,  and  afterwards 
gave  birth  to  this  same  Nadir.  His  history  is  thus 
described  in  brief: 

After  his  birth  his  mother  proceeded  to  the  Cri- 
mea, where  she  died,  confiding  her  son  to  the 
care  of  an  old  man,  named  Joanniza,  who  was 
charged  to  take  him  to  Constantinople.  Joanniza 
died  before  he  could  perform  this  mission;  and  Nadir 
bey,  when  11  years  of  age,  went  with  a Greek  into 
the  Morea.  He  subsequently  entered  the  army, 
and  served  ultimately  in  Moldavia,  Russia  and  Po- 
land, until  the  war  broke  out  between  Russia  and 
Turkey,  when  he  went  to  Constantinople,  and 
Khosrew  pasha,  having  conceived  an  affection  for 
him,  gave  him  the  command  of  a regiment  of  caval- 
ry. He  was  lodged  in  the  palace  of  the  Serasker, 
but  had  also  an  appointment  in  Pera,  where  he  was 
supposed  to  bear  some  resemblance  to  a Polish 
count,  named  Moginski,  and,  in  spite  of  himself, 
this  name  was  given  to  him. 

On  the  revolution  of  Poland  breaking  out,  he 
was  sent  to  that  country  on  a mission  by  Khosrew 
pasha,  and  on  his  return  to  Constantinople  is  said 
to  have  escaped,  from  some  act  of  treason  of  Khos- 
rew pasha,  into  Egypt,  where  he  was  appointed 
inspector  of  cavalry  and  aide-de-camp  to  Ibraham 
pasha.  Being  unwilling  to  continue  in  the  service 
of  a man  who  was  making  war  upon  his  country, 
he  quitted  Egypt  and  returned  to  Constantinople, 
where,  through  the  influence  of  Redschid  pasha, 
he  was  appointed  commander  ofthe  troops  of  Silis- 
tra.  From  Silistra  he  returned  to  Constantinople, 
and  ultimately  to  Malta  whence  he  resolved  to  write 
to  his  uncle,  and  reveal  the  secret  of  his  birth  and 
claim  his  rights;  but  Mahmoud  having  died,  he  has 
written  to  the  reigning  sultan,  and  is  waiting  for  an 
answ'er. 

HANOVER. 

The  Germanic  diet,  to  which  the  Hanoverians 
had  appealed  against  the  unconstitutional  proceed- 
ings of  the  king,  had  decided  in  his  favor  by  a ma- 
jority of  one.  That  is,  the  diet  had  decided  not  to 
interfere,  on  the  ground  that  the  matter  in  dispute  is 
not  one  affecting  the  interests  or  the  rights  of  the 
confederacy.  The  king  had  thereupon  announced 
the  formation  of  a commission  for  the  purpose  of 
laying  before  his  people  the  propositions  which  he 
deemed  essential  to  their  welfare.  No  hope  was  en- 
tertained that  his  majesty'  wmuld  relax  in  his  preten- 
sions, unless  forced  to  do  it  by  a general  insurrec- 
tion. 

In  the  diet  the  claims  of  the  Hanoverians  were 
supported  by  the  representatives  of  Wirtemburgh, 
Bavaria,  Saxony,  and  Baden,  and  opposed  by  those 
of  Austria,  Prussia,  Electoral  Hesse,  and  Hesse 
Harmstadt. 

SWITZERLAND. 

A revolution  has  been  carried  into  effect  in  the 
Canton  of  Zurich — resulting  in  the  ovei throw  and 
expulsion  of  the  executive  arid  grand  councils.  The 
trouble  was  of  a religious  character,  and  commenced 
in  the  appointment  of  professor  Strauss  to  the  chair 
of  theology,  his  opinions  being  considered  heterodox. 
Some  of  our  readers  perhaps  are  acquainted  with  his 
works,  which  have  made  no  little  sensation  for  some 
years  past.  In  one  of  them  he  argued  at  great 
length,  not  only  against  the  divinity,  but  against  the 
verv  existence  of  the  Saviour. 

VVell,  upon  his  appointment  followed  petitions  and 
remonstrances,  but  they  were  unheeded.  Next  came 
a project  of  a law  for  national  education,  in  which 
infidel  principles  were  alleged  to  be  distinctly  em- 
bodied. More  petitions  followed — the  executive 
council  prohibited  the  assembling  of  the  people  to 
sign  petitions.  Prosecutions  were  commenced — 
delegates  were  arrested — troops  w'ere  assembled — 
and  finally  the  exasperation  of  the  people  broke  out 
in  violence.  On  the  night  of  September  5th  the 
people  of  Zurich  were  under  arms,  and  a sharp  con- 
flict ensued  on  the  next  morning,  in  which  10  were 
killed  and  30  wounded — among  the  latter,  one  of  the 
executive  council,  whose  hurt  proved  mortal. 

Reinforcements  joined  the  people — and,  to  make 
short  the  story,  the  government  was  fbrced  to  re- 
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sign,  and  a provincial  council  ot  state  was  formed, 
after  which  the  people  retired  to  their  homes,  and 
quiet  was  restored. 

In  the  Valais  also  there  had  been  popular  commo- 
tions, the  cause  of  which  we  cannot  distinctly  trace. 
Several  persons  were  wounded,  and  one  of  the  gend- 
armes was  killed.  The  trouble  arose  in  some  way 
from  the  promulgation  of  a new  constitution,  under 
the  sanction  of  the  diet,  which  was  opposed  by  the 
aristocrats  and  priests. 

RUSSIA. 

A widely  extended  conspiracy  is  said  to  have  been 
discovered  in  a Russian  corps  on  its  march  to  Po- 
land. Five  hundred  officers  are  declared  to  have 
been  arrested  at  one  blow,  and  others  subsequently. 
Two  hundred  of  them  were  confined  in  the  dun- 
geons of  Warsaw  and  other  places,  and  the  rest  were 
degraded  to  the  ranks.  The  object  of  the  conspi- 
racy was  to  seize  a number  of  fortresses  in  Poland, 
and  stir  up  the  Poles  to  a general  insurrection,  while 
a large  portion  of  the  Russian  armies  was  employed 
at  the  grand  review  at  Borodino. 

This  same  review  appears  to  have  been  closely 
watched  by  the  European  politicians,  and  with  a 
good  deal  of  interest.  The  number  of  troops  assem- 
bled was  nearly  140,000,  and  the  command  was  as- 
sumed by  the  emperor  in  person,  and  subordinate 
commands  were  given  to  the  heir-apparent  and  the 
duke  of  Leuchtenberg.  Doubts  were  entertained 
whether  this  great  body  of  men  was  brought  toge- 
ther merely  for  display;  and  it  was  rumored  that  or- 
ders had  been  given  for  marching  a large  portion  of 
them  to  the  southward.  If  these  rumors  were  cor- 
rect, however,  it  is  probable  that  the  orders  were 
occasioned  by  the  necessity  of  reinforcing  the  armies 
in  Circassia,  where  the  war  was  carried  on  by  the 
insurgents  with  unabated  courage  and  activity. 

SUSPENSION  OF  SPECIE  PAYMENTS. 

The  banks  of  Philadelphia  suspended  payment 
on  Wednesday  the  9th  of  October. 

The  banks  of  Baltimore  on  the  10th.  Those  of 
Delaware  on  the  same  day. 

The  banks  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  except 
the  Patriotic  bank,  on  the  lltli. 

The  banks  at  Richmond,  Va.  on  the  12th. 

At  Norfolk  the  Virginia  bank  and  the  Farmer’s 
bank,  suspended  on  the  11th.  The  Exchange  bank 
of  Virginia,  a new  institution  with  $300,000  of 
state  stocks  in  possession,  besides  specie  in  its 
vaults,  resolved  to  go  on. 

The  banks  in  the  interior  of  Pennsylvania  and  of 
each  of  the  states  south  and  west  thereof,  so  far  as 
we  have  yet  accounts  from,  have  almost  without 
exception,  suspended  immediately  upon  learning 
that  that  measure  had  been  adopted  by  the  Phila- 
delphia banks. 

The  banks  at  Harrisburg  suspended  on  Friday 
except  so  far  as  to  pay  their  notes  of  $5. 

At  Philadelphia.  In  its  notice  of  the  suspension 
by  the  Philadelphia  banks,  the  Philadelphia  Senti- 
nel, an  administration  paper,  makes  the  following 
remarks: 

“The  opinion  has  been  gaining  ground,  for  some 
weeks  past,  that  it  was  expedient  to  resort  to  this 
measure,  in  order  to  prevent  extensive  failures  on 
the  part  of  our  merchants  and  traders,  which  would 
ultimately  prove  disastrous  to  the  community  as 
well  as  to  the  banks.  Experience  seems  to  have 
shown  the  correctness  of  the  opinion  entertained  by 
the  directors  of  several  of  our  banks,  that  the  re- 
sumption of  specie  payments  was  premature,  and 
that  the  country  was  not  prepared  for  it.  The  con- 
sequence has  been  another  suspension  in  Philadel- 
phia, which  will  probably  be  followed  by  all  the 
banks  in  the  union.”  “The  situation  of  these  cor- 
porations is  truly  embarrassing.  They  had  no 
cotirse  left  but  to  ruin  many  of  their  customers,  and 
oppress  the  whole  mercantile  community,  or  sus- 
pend specie  payments  and  throw  themselves  on  the 
mercy  of  the  legistature.  They  have  chosen  the 
latter  alternative,  and  if  they  act  in  the  spirit  of  li- 
berality, they  may  rest  satisfied  that  while  the  re- 
presentatives of  the  people  will  assuredly  embrace 
the  opportunity  now  presented  radically  to  reform 
the  banking  system,  and  correct  existing  abuses, 
they  will  not  wantonly  do  any  thing  to  injure  fair 
and  well-conducted  institutions.” 

The  Philadelphia  Ledger  has  the  following  state- 
ment respecting  the  suspension  in  that  city: 

“At  a meeting,  (of  ihe  banks  on  Tuesday  night) 
one  of  the  officers  of  the  board  of  trade  stated  that  a 
crisis  had  arrived  which  required  that  something 
should  be  done  for  the  relief  of  the  commercial  com- 
munity, that,  unless  the  banks  extended  their  accom- 
modations, serious  distress  would  inevitably  follow, 
and  that  matters  had  now  assumed  such  a shape  that 
either  the  banks  must  enlarge  their  facilities,  or  that 
trade  must  be  prostrated.  In  this  contingency,  he 
said,  the  board  he  represented  were  clearly  of  opinion 
that  if  the  foreign  drafts  upon  the  banks  were  such 


as  to  make  them  fearful  of  discounting  largely,  they 
ought  at  once  to  suspend  specie  payments.  After 
this  statement  he  withdrew,  and  the  representatives 
of  the  different  banks  who  were  present  discussed 
at  length  the  matter  presented  to  them.  Finally,  a 
motion  was  made  (and  carried)  that  under  existing 
circumstances  it  was  inexpedient  to  suspend  specie 
payments;  and,  upon  this  motion  the  banks,  through 
their  delegates,  voted  as  follows:  In  the  affirmative, 
the  banks  of  North  America,  Pennsylvania,  Com- 
mercial, Penn  Township,  Philadelphia,  Manufactu- 
rers’ and  Mechanics’,  Northern  Liberties.  Mecha- 
nics’, and  Farmers’  and  Mechanics’,  9;  and  in  the 
negative  the  United  States,  Girard,  Southwark,  Wes- 
tern, and  Schuylkill,  5;  and  then  the  meeting  ad- 
journed indefinitely. 

“Yesterday  morning,  notwithstanding  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  previous  evening,  several  of  the  banks  im- 
mediately, upon  opening,  declined  to  redeem  their 
notes  in  specie,  and  as  soon  as  the  fact  became  known 
to  the  others  a general  suspension  took  place.” 

At  Baltimore.  The  following  notice  was  issued  in 
the  morning  papers  of  the  10th: 

“Whereas  inlormatinn  has  reached  this  city  that 
the  banks  of  Philadelphia  have  suspended  specie 
payments,  therefore.  Resolved , That  under  the  cir- 
cumstances this  meeting  deems  it  advisable  that  the 
banks  of  this  city  forthwith  suspend  specie  pay- 
ments for  the  present,  and  recommend  the  same  to 
the  boards  of  the  several  banks.” 

Remarking  on  this  resolution  of  the  banks,  the 
Baltimore  American  of  yesterday  says:  “It  was 
adopted  before  the  regular  hour  for  opening  the 
banks,  and  its  propriety  is  shown  by  the  fact  that 
when  the  doors  were  opened,  drafts  and  demands 
for  specie  were  presented  by  several  brokers  from 
the  eastern  cities,  who  had  arrived  the  night  before 
by  the  late  rail  road  train.  The  city  yesterday  was 
exceedingly  quiet;  here  and  there,  some  two  or 
three  or  more  were  to  be  seen  talking  over  the  news 
of  the  morning,  but  at  the  bank  counters  there  was 
perhaps  less  than  the  ordinary  business  transacted 
— the  citizens  generally  regarding  the  measure  of 
suspension  here  as  an  inevitable  consequence  of 
that  event  in  Philadelphia” 

Washington  and  Georgetown.  The  suspension 
of  the  banks  in  those  places  is  thus  announced: 

At  a meeting  of  delegates  from  the  banks  of 
Washington  and  Georgetown,  October  11, 1839,  the 
following  resolution  was  adopted,  viz: 

Whereas  information  is  received  that  the  banks 
in  Baltimore  and  Philadelphia  have  suspended 
specie  payments  for  the  present,  and  it  being  the 
opinion  of  the  delegates  of  the  several  banks  in  the 
city  of  Washington  and  Georgetown  here  repre- 
sented, that  the  safety  of  the  banks  and  the  interest 
of  the  community  will  not  be  promoted  by  an  at- 
tempt to  sustain  specie  payments  while  a suspen- 
sion of  the  northern  banks  shall  continue:  and 
whereas,  although  the  banks  here  represented  have 
abundant  means  to  meet  all  their  liabilities,  yet  as 
a considerable  part  of  their  means  have  become  un- 
available for  the  present  as  specie  funds  by  the  sus- 
pension of  the  banks  in  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore: 
Be  it  therefore  resolved,  That  it  be,  and  is  hereby, 
recommended  to  the  several  banks  here  represented 
to  suspend  specie  payments  for  the  present,  with  a 
pledge  on  the  part  of  said  banks  to  resume  such 
payments  as  soon  as  the  banks  in  Philadelphia  and 
Baltimore  shall  do  so. 

The  resolution  is  general  in  its  terms,  but  we  un- 
derstand (says  the  National  Intelligencer)  that  the 
Patriotic  bank  did  not  concur  in  the  resolution,  or 
of  the  course  proposed  by  it. 

Richmond.  A memorandum  on  the  margin  of  the 
Richmond  Compiler  received  by  Saturday’s  mail, 
says:  “Our  banks  have  suspended.” 

The  Compiler  of  Saturday,  referring  to  the  sus- 
pension in  Richmond,  says — 

The  course  of  our  banks,  was  one  unavoidable; 
and  adopted  in  justice  to  the  banks  themselves,  to 
the  trade  and  interests  of  Richmond,  and  to  the 
state:  which  is  a large  stockholder  in  them  all. — 
For  some  time  our  banks  have  had  to  supply  heavy 
demands  upon  them  from  the  north  for  specie;  and 
there  were  in  this  city  yesterday  morning,  several 
northern  brokers,  awaiting  the  hour  of  9 o’clock,  to 
make  large  drafts  upon  them. 

But  the  directors  wisely  closed  the  vaults  against 
them;  for  it  would  have  been  suicidal  to  pay  out 
when  there  are  no  longer  means  of  replenishing 
left  them.  The  alternative  was  presented  of  sus- 
pending immediately,  or  of  submitting  to  a drain 
through  the  brokers,  which  would  in  a lew  weeks 
either  compel  them  to  stop  business  or  suspend 
specie  payments.  In  the  former  case  our  trade 
would  have  stopped,  and  our  merchants  would  have 
been  ruined — in  the  latter  the  banks  would  have 
weakened  themselves  in  a manner  that  would  have 
made  resumption  still  the  more  difficult  with  them 
when  the  time  might  arrive. 


Norfolk. — A slip  from  the  Herald  office,  dated  3, 
P.  M.  on  Friday,  says: 

Immediately  after  the  news  reached  hero  this 
morning,  of  the  suspension  of  the  Philadelphia 
and  Baltimore  banks,  the  directors  of  the  several 
banks  in  this  place  convened  their  respective 
boards  of  directors,  to  deliberate  on  the  best  course 
to  be  pursued  in  so  perilous  an  emergency,  and  the 
result  is,  that  the  Virginia  bank  and  the  Farmers’ 
bank,  resolved  to  suspend  specie  payments.  The 
Exchange  bank  of  Virginia,  a new  institution  with 
$300,000  of  state  stock  in  possession  besides  the 
specie  in  its  vaults,  has  decided  to  go  on. 

Providence.  The  New  York  Commercial  of  Sa- 
turday afternoon  says  that  a meeting  of  bank  direc- 
tors was  held  on  Friday  in  Providence,  at  w hich  a 
suspension  of  specie  payments  was  readily  agreed 
upon. 

The  banks  of  New  Jersey  continue  to  maintain 
specie  payments. 

At  New  York.  The  correspondent  of  the  Na- 
tional Intelligencer  writes  on  the  10th.  “The  sus- 
pension of  the  Philadelphia  banks  and  the  arrival 
of  the  Liverpool,  wdiich  came  in  this  morning,  cre- 
ate a profound  sensation.  Wall  street  and  its  pur- 
lieus abound  with  people.  Never  was  there  more 
news  than  now. 

“The  rumor  of  the  intended  suspension  of  the 
Philadelphia  banks  broke  in  upon  us  yesterday,  and 
when  the  branch  of  the  Philadelphia  United  States 
bank  here  refused  to  pay  its  post  notes  due  here, 
and  to  receive  Philadelphia  bank  notes,  the  rumor 
was  strengthened,  but  the  fact  was  not  settled  till 
midnight,  when  the  mail  arrived,  at  which  hour 
many  persons  were  up  waiting  for  the  Philadelphia 
newspapers.  In  the  mean  time,  during  the  evening, 
many  of  the  bank  officers  here  were  called  to  a 
convention  at  the  mansion  of  the  honorable  Corne- 
lius W.  Lawrence,  where  they  resolved  not  to 
think  of  suspending,  and  to  stand  by  each  other  to 
the  last — which  resolution  they  are  manfully  carry- 
ing out  to-day. 

Bad  as  this  news  was  for  New  York — and  it  is 
bad  enough-worse,  if  possible,  soon  came  by  the 
steamship,  announcing  the  dishonor  of  the  bills  of 
the  Philadelphia  United  States  bank  by  the  house 
of  Hottinguer  and  Co.  Paris;  the  difficulties  of  Mr. 
Jaudon  in  England;  the  bad  weather  in  England, 
Ireland,  and  Scotland;  the  consequent  unpromising 
state  of  the  crops;  the  total  annihilation  of  all  pros- 
pect for  disposing  of  American  securities;  nothing 
favorable  in  the  money  market,  or  among  the  ma- 
nufactories that  work  off  our  cotton.  This  news  all 
adds  to  the  hurly-burly  of  the  day,  and  furnishes 
matter  enough  for  the  country  to  talk  of  for 
months. 

The  amount  of  bills  dishonored  or  not  accepted 
by  Hottinguer  and  Co.  is,  as  stated,  about  a quar- 
ter of  a million  sterling.  Of  what  was  the  cause 
of  this  dishonor  we  have  no  satisfactory  explana- 
tion, but  Ihe  fall  in  cotton  and  the  non-availability 
of  American  stocks  led  to  it  probably.  The  fact 
produced  great  sensation  in  Paris,  Havre,  London, 
and  Liverpool.  As  soon  as  Mr.  Jaudon  heard  of  it, 
he  left  London  for  Paris,  and  rumors  in  the  English 
papers,  and  letters  received  here,  positively  state 
that  he  has  been  able  to  make  some  arrangement 
with  the  house  of  Rothschild  in  Paris,  so  that  no 
bills  will  come  back  to  the  United  Stales.  This 
last  piece  of  news,  which  there  is  reason  to  believe, 
is  very  agreeable  to  the  public  here,  as  the  return 
of  these  bills  would  but  add  to  the  common  ca- 
lamity. 

The  New  York  Commercial  of  Friday  says: 

The  stocks  have  had  a terrible  fall  to-day.  The 
United  States  bank  has  fallen  off  22^  percent,  from 
the  closing  sales  of  Monday,  and  15jJ  from  those  of 
yesterday.  This  may  appear  alarming  to  some,  but 
as  we  understand  if,  the  effect  must  be  advantageous 
to  our  banks, and  ol  course  to  our  city. 

The  only  remaining  mode  by  which  our  institu- 
tions could  be  injured  was  the  withdrawal  of  capi- 
tal from  New  York  by  the  sale  of  Philadelphia  se- 
curities. The  post  note  drain  was  gone — the  drain 
by  bills  on  Europe  was  gone — and  now  the  drain 
by  sale  of  stocks  is  gone  after  them,  these  stocks 
being  unsaleable,  as  the  fall  of  prices  shows. — . 
Henceforth  our  banks  will  have  only  the  wants  of 
our  own  business  to  provide  for,  and  to  that  they 
are  amply  competent. 

We  have  heard  it  suggested  as  another  possible 
cause  of  alarm  that  the  Bank  of  England  may  be 
driven  to  a suspension.  Nothing  could  be  more 
fortunate  for  us  than  such  an  event.  It  would  put. 
an  immediate  slop  to  the  exportation  of  specie,  and 
our  banlcs  would  be  at  liberty  to  fill  their  vaults 
with  gold  and  silver,  almost  without  check  or  com- 
petition. 

A letter  from  Philadelphia  states  that  specie  was 
at  7a7tj  per  cent,  premium,  and  that  post  uoles  were 
at  la  1 ^ per  cent,  discount. 
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Some  of  our  brokers  are  offering  to  buy  Philadel- 
phia money  at  10  per  cent,  discount  this  morning. 

The  Express  of  Friday,  2 P.  M.  says: 

Wall  street  is  perfectly  quiet  this  morning. — 
There  is  not  the  slightest  run  on  the  banks  by  the 
citizens — -indeed  the  amount  of  bills  in  circulation 
is  comparatively  small.  Those  banks  that  dis- 
counted to-day  let  out  considerable.  Notwithstand- 
ing our  citizens  have  full  and  entire  confidence,  and 
drew  out  nothing.  Yet  there  has  been  a considera- 
ble demand  for  specie  from  the  south — a large  sum 
for  that  quarter  has  been  taken. 

Although  the  appearance  of  things  in  the  street 
is  calm  and  quiet,  yet  the  state  of  the  stock  market 
is  most  appalling.  The  stock  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  fell  over  twenty  per  cent,  and  other 
stocks  have  also  fallen  where  holders  are  obliged  to 
come  into  market  and  force  sales  on  a falling 
market. 

Our  banks  being  determined  to  pay  specie,  every 
thing  must  come  to  a specie  basis.  Letters  from 
the  highest  sources  in  Boston  state  that  the  banks 
there  will  stand  firm,  and  meet  their  engagements 
firmly. 

Our  banks  have  refused  to  buy  all  southern  pa- 
per. Bills  of  the  safety  fund,  eastern  and  other 
New  York  state  banks,  are  taken  freely. 

The  New  York  Courier  of  Saturday  has  the  fol- 
lowing paragraph: 

Oar  city  banks  We  are  very  happy  to  have  it  in 
our  power  to  announce,  that  such  is  the  good  feel- 
ing evinced  on  the  part  of  all  classes  of  our  citizens 
towards  our  banks,  and  such  their  actual  strength 
and  the  confidence  of  the  community  in  their  sol- 
vency, that  all  danger  of  their  being  compelled  to 
suspend  specie  payments  is  at  an  end.  Thus  will 
the  honor  and  the  credit  of  New  York  be  saved; 
and  what  is  of  far  greater  importance,  the  whole 
country  will  thus,  at  a much  earlier  day,  be  restor- 
ed to  a sounder  and  healthier  state  by  the  ability  of 
the  banks  in  this  city  to  sustain  themselves. 

So  long  as  they  continue  to  do  their  business  as 
usual,  here  is  at  all  times  a regulator  of  the  the  va- 
lue of  the  circulating  medium  of  the  country,  and 
a neucleus  around  which  all  solvent  banks  may  ral- 
ly, and,  ultimately,  and  at  a much  earlier  day  than 
otherwise,  resume  specie  payments. 

During  the  whole  of  yesterday  and  the  day  pre- 
vious, Wall  street  was  perfectly  quiet,  and  not  the 
slightest  disposition  evinced  to  disturb  or  distrust 
the  banks. 

The  Journal  of  Commerce,  Saturday,  2 P.  M.  has 
the  following: 

Jljfuirs  to-day.  There  is  a good  deal  of  excite- 
ment one  way  or  another.  Nothing  has  done  more 
mischief  than  letter  announcing  that  the  Suffolk 
bank  had  wavered  in  taking  country  money,  and 
refused  to  take  it  except  in  small  sums. 

It  is  also  reported  pretty  currently,  but  as  we 
know  without  foundation,  that  the  Providence  banks 
determined  yesterday  to  suspend  to-day.  These 
two  things  have  caused  the  brokers  to  refuse  east- 
ern money,  except  at  IJ  a 2 dis.  New  York  free 
bank  money  is  sold  at  4 per  cent,  though  without 
any  doubt  of  its  goodness  at  the  counters  whence  it 
is  issued.  Philadelphia  funds  are  9 per  cent.  dis. 
buyers. 

The  N.  Y.  American  of  Saturday  afternoon,  says: 

The  stocks  to-day  have  been  rather  stationary, 
except  Bank  of  the  United  States,  which  has  fallen 

7 per  cent,  since  yesterday. 

The  feelingof  confidence  in  our  banks  isunabated. 

The  Wellington,  for  London,  has  on  board  some 
three  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  specie. 

Exchange  on  London  is  at  lOJ. 

The  stoppage  of  the  Baltimore  banks  occasioned 
no  sensation.  It  was  expected  as  a matter  of  course. 

The  premium  on  half  dollars  may  be  quoted  here 
at  1 a 1 £ per  cent. 

It  is  stated  to-day,  that  the  Bank  of  Providence 
refused  yesterday  to  redeem  large  bills  in  specie. 

Of  the  Boston  banks,  no  apprehension  seems  to 
be  entertained. 

The  N.  Y.  Express,  of  Saturday,  2 P.  M.  says: 

Exchange  on  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore  is  from 

8 to  10  per  cent,  discount.  Nothing  further  south 
will  sell  at  all.  It  will  take  a week  for  the  rates  of 
exchange  to  become  at  all  settled;  and  when  they 
are,  rates  of  discount  will,  no  doubt,  be  very  great, 
much  greater  than  they  have  been  at  any  time  yet. 

The  New  York  Commercial  of  Saturday  says: 

So  little  business  is  doing  in  bills  of  exchange 
that  it  is  useless  to  publish  quotations,  as  they  could 
furnish  no  guide  to  a knowledge  of  the  market. 

The  business  transacted  at  the  stock  exchange 
this  morning  was  to  a large  amount,  and  although 
there  was  an  improvement  in  some  of  the  stocks, 
the  general  tendency  of  prices  was  downward 
The  United  States  Bank  closed  at  a decline  of  7-J, 
American  Exchange  bank  of  2,  Mohawk  of  1, 
Delaware  and  Hudson  jj,  Harlem  R.  R,  and  Can- 


ton Co.  of  f,  Utica  R.  R.  of  and  Bank  of  Com- 
merce per  cent,  upon  the  prices  quoted  in  yes- 
terdays’s paper;  while  North  American  Trust  Co. 
advanced  f,  and  Boston  and  Providence  R.  R.  and 
Vicksburg  bank  J per  cent. 

A draft  upon  Philadelphia  for  $2,500  was  sold  at 
the  stock  exchange  this  morning  at  91  cents  on  the 
dollar. 

The  Providence  papers  of  yesterday  morning,  in 
announcing  the  suspension  of  the  Philadelphia 
banks,  express  the  utmost  confidence  that  in  Rhode 
Island  the  example  will  not  be  followed,  and  speak 
of  the  institutions  in  that  state  as  perfectly  im- 
pregnable. 

Nevertheless  we  learn  that  a meeting  of  bank  di- 
rectors was  held  yesterday  in  Providence,  at  which 
a suspension  of  specie  payments  was  readily  agreed 
upon.  Stand  fast,  Boston  and  New  York.  The 
brunt  of  the  battle  falls  on  you;  and  we  have  no 
fears  that  you  will  prove  unequal  to  it. 

All  the  banks  in  Pennslyvania,  so  far  as  heard 
from,  have  gone  down  like  their  Philadelphia 
leaders. 

Uncurrent  money . We  omit,  in  the  present  pub- 
lication, the  bank  note  table  which  we  usually  pub- 
lish on  Saturdays’,  as  it  is  impossible  to  ascertain, 
with  any  degree  of  accuracy,  the  rates  at  which 
brokers  are  buying  the  notes  of  banks  located  out 
of  the  city. 

The  Washington  Globe  has  the  following  para- 
graph: 

“The  dishonor  of  the  bank’s  bills  by  the  Hottin- 
geurs,  at  Paris,  was  not  only  proper  as  regarded 
those  bankers  themselves,  but  it  was  necessary  as 
a caution  to  the  public  at  home  and  abroad. — The 
act  of  drawing  the  bills,  under  the  circumstances, 
was  a gross  fraud  on  those  who  purchase  them  here, 
and  on  those  who  negotiated  them  in  England.  We 
have  the  best  authority  for  saying,  that  the  bank  not 
only  had  no  authority  to  draw  on  Hottingeur,  but 
that  he  had  expressly  written  to  them,  saying  he  could 
not  accept  their  bills — that  the  receipt  of  this  letter 
had  been  acknowleged  by  the  bank,  and  that  the  bills 
had  been  drawn  without  any  explanation.” 

On  the  above  article,  the  Baltimore  Chronicle 
remarks: 

The  fact  that  Mr.  Jaudon  was  enabled  at  a day’s 
notice  to  place  satisfactory  securities  to  the  amount 
of  seven  millions  of  francs  in  the  hands  of  Roths- 
child, must  be  received  as  powerful  evidence  of  the 
resources  of  the  institution.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  the  bank  has  dealt  too  largely  in  the  securities 
of  the  states,  and  that  its  desire  to  aid  the  internal 
improvements  of  the  country  has  led  it  to  invest 
its  means  in  a description  of  securities  not 
available  at  a season  of  great  pecuniary  pressure. 
The  bank  owes  it  to  itself  that  it  should  make 
an  exhibit  of  this  part  of  its  management.  We 
have  heard  it  stated  that  it  had  sold  six  per  cent, 
stocks  of  the  state  of  Maryland  at  $85 — -a  sacrifice 
which  cannot  be  justified,  more  particularly  if,  as 
we  have  also  heard,  the  work  of  internal  improv- 
ment,  (the  Susquehanna  tide  water  canal  compa- 
ny) will  suffer  loss  by  the  transaction — the  bank 
having  only  made  an  advance  upon  the  bonds,  and 
not  having  purchased  them. 

The  Philadelphia  U.  S.  Gazette  of  Saturday  has 
the  following  explanatory  paragraph  respecting  the 
refusal  of  the  Paris  bankers  to  accept  the  bills 
drawn  by  the  U.  S.  Bank. 

Hottinguer  and  the  U.  S.  Bank.  We  yesterday 
put  our  readers  in  possession  of  all  the  facts  in  our 
power,  relative  to  the  refusal  of  Hottinguer  & Co. 
to  accept  the  bills  drawn  on  them  by  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States.  It  was  an  important  part  of  the 
information,  that  the  bills  thus  refused  were  prompt- 
ly honored  by  the  house  of  Rothschild;  and  all  the 
paper  sent  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to 
Europe,  has  been  duly  honored;  or  if,  in  a single 
instance,  as  in  the  case  of  Hottinguer  & Co’s  re- 
fusal, one  draft  has  come  back,  that  has  been  im- 
mediately paid  in  New  York. 

It  may  be  proper  to  look  for  a moment  at  the 
conduct  of  Messrs.  Hottinguer  & Co.  towards  the 
United  States  Bank.  That  course  was  under 
agreement  to  accept  the  very  drafts  which  it  refus- 
ed, and  had  in  its  hands  the  security  necessary  to 
guarantee  it  from  loss;  and,  in  a moment  of  nervous 
excitement,  a sort  of  panic  most  interestedly  brought 
about,  it  violated  its  own  faith,  and  broke  one  of 
those  rules  for  mercantile  regulations  that  are 
deemed  most  sacred  by  gentlemen  who  occupy  the 
place  to  which  that  house  aspires. 

The  promptness  with  which  Mr.  Jaudon  met  the 
exigency,  and  supplied  the  want  for  7,000,000 
francs,  show'  the  resources  of  such  a man,  and  the 
strength  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

The  Philadelphia  National  Gazette  of  the  12th 
says: 

The  situation  of  the  banks,  and  the  general  con- 
dition of  monetary  affairs  in  the  country,  pre- 


sent for  consideration  questions  too  complex  for 
hasty  exposition.  It  is  apparent  that  there  are 
among  certain  men  of  extensive  means,  and  the 
chartered  institutions,  antagonizing  influences  in 
active  and  violent  operation,  which,  connected  with 
the  course  of  the  federal  government  and  state  of 
popular  feeling,  make  all  conjectures  of  the  result 
extremely  hazardous.  We  have  information,  how- 
ever, which  may  be  received  as  the  ground  at  least 
of  reasonable  conjecture  on  some  points.  The 
stock  of  the  United  States  bank  has  already  faller 
thirty  per  cent,  below  par  in  New  York.  This  ca 
only  be  the  effect  of  an  improper  panic  excited  by 
fictitious  operations  on  the  part  of  interested  oppo- 
nents of  the  Philadelphia  institutions.  The  crisis 
of  a suspension  of  specie  payments  is  seized  to  de- 
preciate stocks  to  a degree  which  calm  reflection 
must  prove,  is  not  warranted  by  any  prospective 
deficiency  of  means.  We  would  urge  upon  holders 
to  retain  the  shares  in  their  hands,  as  a sale  at  pre- 
sent quotations  would  be  a sheer  and  unwarrantable 
sacrifice.  In  confirmation,  in  part,  of  this  expres- 
sion, we  quote  from  a letter  handed  us  by  a friend, 
an  experienced  merchant  of  this  city.  It  is  dated 
yesterday  at  New  York. 

“I  have  delayed  here  a day  or  two  longer  than  I 
intended,  with  a view  to  hear  and  learn  what  is 
likely  to  grow  out  of  the  excitement  now  prevailing 
throughout  the  city,  produced  by  the  suspension  of 
the  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore  banks.  The  latter 
creates  but  little  sensation;  the  attack  and  vindic- 
tive feeling  appear  to  centre  on  Philadelphia,  and 
more  particularly  on  the  United  States  bank;  the 
stock,  it  is  said,  is  already  below  seventy.  I am 
amused  at  the  influence  of  a few  individuals,  who 
appear  to  have  entire  control  over  the  opinion  of  all 
others.  No  one  stops  to  think  for  himself,  or  to  in- 
quire into  the  motives  of  these  individuals.  But  I 
feel  satisfied  that  two  or  three  weeks  will  develope 
the  truth.  After  the  banks  have  lost  about  two 
millions  of  their  specie,  through  the  ingenious  ma- 
nagement of  these  patriots,  devoted  to  the  protection 
of  the  credit  of  their  banks,  crying  out  let  us  be 
honest,  &c.  it  will  be  found  that  all  further  resist- 
ance is  unavailing,  and  that  no  resource  is  left  but 
to  declare  frankly  they  have  done  all  that  men  can 
do  to  sustain  themselves,  and  now  the  blame  must 
rest  on  the  United  States  bank.  Then  you  will  find 
these  parties  have  good  exchange  in  one  of  the  best 
houses  in  London  at  twenty  per  cent,  and  when 
that  is  done,  and  the  United  States  bank  stock  down 
as  low  as  they  can  get  it,  and  have  secured  a goodly 
quantity,  the  gulled  will  then  open  their  eyes,  and 
not  until  then.  Thank  God,  we  have  no  such  in- 
fluence in  the  south. 

“P.  S.  I should  not  be  surprised  if  the  parties  al- 
luded to  above,  would  clear  by  their  management 
from  floe  to  six  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  less  than 
forty  days;  the  stock  which  they  will,  in  all  proba- 
bility, secure  at  sixty,  will  be  again  above  par.  If 
you  have  the  funds  to  spare,  send  on  here  and  take 
advantage  of  the  panic.” 

Upon  these  statements  we  make  no  further  com- 
ment thdn  to  express  our  confidence  that  they  are 
well  founded  upon  the  actual  proceedings  of  the 
the  parties  referred  to.  Whether  the  course  alrea- 
dy begun  will  be  pursued  to  its  indicated  results, 
we  cannot  be  prepared  to  say.  The  whole  matter 
is  a labyrinth  of  difficulties.  Those  immediately 
concerned  may,  at  any  moment,  take  a new  and  un- 
anticipated turn,  and  hence  any  posilive  predictions 
must  be  delusive.  For  our  own  part,  we  leave  the 
subject,  lor  the  present  moment,  in  hopes  that  ano- 
ther day  will  bring  better  lights  upon  it. 

The  banks  north  and  east  of  Philadelphia,  have 
up  to  our  latest  accounts,  maintained  specie  pay- 
ments. The  publishers  of  New  York  and  Boston 
generally  insist  that  the  banks  of  their  respective 
cities  can,  and  will,  continue  to  redeem  their  notes 
on  demand.  Whether  they  can  or  not,  remains  to 
be  tested.  Some  of  their  papers  already  argue  that 
it  will  be  impossible.  The  Courier  and  Enquirer, 
for  instance,  says: 

“We  cannot  see  any  advantage  can  be  gained  by 
laying  down  as  truths  positions  which  are  evidently 
unsound.  Such  we  take  to  be  those  contained  in 
the  leading  article  of  the  American  of  yesterday  af- 
ternoon, and  particularly  the  following: 

“It  is  well  known  that  New  York,  universally  is 
a creditor  city,  and  consequently,  cannot  be  drawn 
upon  from  elsewhere.  There  can,  therefore,  be  no 
danger  of  any  drain  of  specie  from  our  banks  to  sa- 
tisfy debts  in  other  places. 

“Nevertheless,  we  hear  people  talk  of  drafts  for 
specie  from  Philadelphia,  as  though  we  were  the 
debtors  instead  of  the  creditors.  This  is  frightening 
one’s  self  with  shadows.” 

The  fact  that  New  York  is  universally  a creditor 
city  is  admitted,  but  that  she  therefore  cannot  be 
drawn  upon  for  specie,  is  certainly  an  erroneous  in- 
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ference.  Those  whom  we  owe,  we  are  compelled 
to  pay  in  specie,  whilst  those  who  owe  us,  will  only 
pay  in  notes  of  non-specie  paying  banks.  We  can- 
not set  off  the  debt  of  one  individual  at  the  south  to 
another  here,  by  the  debt  of  another  individual  here 
to  another  at  the  south.  We  cannot,  in  short, strike 
a balance  on  the  aggregate  indebtedness.  This  is 
a sad  reality,  and  is  not  “frightening  one’s  self  with 
shadows.” 

The  Boston  Daily  Advertiser  of  the  12th  says: 

The  accounts  from  Philadelphia  confirm  the  me- 
lancholy anticipations  of  yesterday,  of  a general 
suspension  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks  of 
that  city,  and  it  is  said  that  the  example  has  been 
followed  at  Baltimore.  It  is  anticipated  also,  that 
the  same  course  will  be  pursued  at  the  more  remote 
southern  and  western  cities.  Strong  assurances 
are  given  that  the  example  will  not  be  followed  in 
New  York,  and  we  trust  there  will  be  no  thoughts 
of  such  a course  here. 

It  must  be  a mistake  to  suppose  that  a suspen- 
sion at  the  south  creates  a necessity  for  suspension 
here.  It  may  indeed  subject  merchants  and  bank- 
ers here  to  embarrassments  and  losses,  some  few 
of  which  would  be  avoided  by  following  the  ex- 
ample set  them,  and  by  violating  their  own  faith'. 
But  to  follow  that  example,  instead  of  obviating  or 
diminishing  the  evil,  is  to  increase  it,  and  to  render 
it  more  permanent.  Of  this  we  believe  our  com- 
munity are  satisfied,  and  we  have  reason  to  believe 
that  they  would  not  submit  to  the  expedient  of 
another  suspension. 

The  Providence  Journal  of  the  12th  makes  no 
mention  of  the  reported  bank  suspensions  in  that 
city.  We  find  in  it  the  following  paragraph: 

On  the  receipt  of  the  intelligence  at  Boston  on 
Thursday,  that  payment  was  refused  at  N.  York, 
for  liabilities  of  the  U.  S.  bank,  a run  was  made  on 
some  of  the  banks  in  State  street,  and  about  30,000 
dollars  drawn  out.  Yesterday’s  news  created  con- 
siderable sensation,  but  as  far  as  we  learned,  confi- 
dence in  their  own  banks  was  unshaken,  and  very 
little,  if  any,  demand  was  made  on  them  for  specie. 

United,  States  bank  of  Pennsylvania.  Comparative 
sale  of  stock  of  the  bank  in  the  New  York  market: 
Oct.  7th.  10th.  11th,  12th,  14th,  15th, 

100J  93i  Tih  70  74  80 

The  price  of  specie  in  New  York  is  thus  quoted, 
gold  1-4;  half  dollars  1;  Mexican  dollars  2;  Spanish 
dollars  5 per  cent,  premium. 

The  New  York  Courier  ol  the  15th  says: 

We  can  perceive  no  material  alteration  in  the 
state  of  the  money  market.  A severe  pressure  still 
exists  in  every  department  ofbusiness,  and  the  con- 
traction of  bank  credits  is  strongly  felt  by  all.  Our 
city  bank  note  circulation  seems  fast  disappearing 
from  the  city  at  least,  and  country  red  back  notes 
and  notes  of  eastern  cities,  now  constitute  almost 
exclusively  our  circulating  medium. 

The  former  closed  at  5 per  cent,  discount,  though 
early  in  the  day  they  were  bought  at  one  per  cent, 
less.  Boston  banks  and  some  other  eastern  were 
exchanged  for  city  bank  paper  at  2 per  cent,  dis- 
count, but  brokers  were  shy  of  many  other  eastern 
banks.  Providence  was  refused  entirely.  There 
has  been  no  run  on  the  banks  for  specie,  though 
some  demand.  Philadelphia  notes  sold  at  from  9| 
a 10  per  cent. 

There  is  nothing  doing  in  foreign  exchanges,  and 
probably  will  not  be  till  the  departure  of  the  Liver- 
pool steam  ship  isclose  at  hand. 

Something  of  the  political  aspect  given  to  the 
suspension  by  the  leading  journals  of  the  respec- 
tive parties,  will  be  seen  by  the  following  extracts. 

The  National  Intelligencer  of  the  15th  says: 

Surely  never  was  war  more  successful  that]  that 
has  been  which  was  commenced  by  general  Jack- 
son  on  the  currency — through  its  great  conserva- 
tive institution — and  unrelentingly  waged  by  him 
thoughont  his  administration;  and  when  he  now 
surveys  the  prostrate  condition  of  the  banking  in- 
stitutions of  the  country — its  trade  in  ruins — the 
domestic  exchanges  boken  up — the  currency  (the 
best  that  any  country  was  ever  blessed  with)  de- 
stroyed, and  all  the  elements  of  national  prosperity 
scattered  in  fragments — he  may  look  on  and  pro- 
nounce his  victory  the  most  complete  that  conquer- 
or ever  won. 

The  Globe  referring  to  an  article  in  the  Intelli- 
gencer, says: 

“What  step  has  the  American  government  taken 
to  drive  specie  out  of  the  country',  or  increase  the 
pressure  on  the  banks?  So  far  from  operating  in  this 
way,  it  has  constantly  extended  credit  to  the  specie 
paying  banks,  and  indulged  those  indebted  to  it. 
The  treasury  notes  have  been  employed  as  facilities 
by  the  merchants  in  the  payment  of  their  duties,  and 
the  government  has  used  its  own  credit  through  them 
to  add  to  the  stock  of  specie  in  circulation.  It  has 
pressed  neither  banks  nor  individuals.  It  has  made 


every  part  of  its  machinery  work  light  and  easily 
for  the  money  market.  The  officers  of  the  revenue 
in  all  sections  of  the  country,  so  far  from  counte- 
nancing ‘a  war  upon  the  currency’  of  the  banks,  have 
done  nothing  to  discredit  it;  and  the  Globe  has  con- 
tinually exerted  whatever  influence  it  commands,  to 
repress  runs  on  the  banks,  and  to  discourage  the  ru- 
mors which  the  agents  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  have  secretly  and  diligently  propagated,  for 
the  purpose  of  making  that  inevitable  to  all,  which  it 
could  not  shun.  The  articles  from  the  New  York 
and  Philadelphia  papers,  which  we  quote,  will,  how- 
ever, enable  our  readers  to  judge  for  themselves  of 
the  injustice  and  falsehood  of  the  charge  that  the 
treasury  department  has,  in  the  remotest  manner, 
operated  to  produce  the  new  catastrophe.” 

From  the  Evening  Post. 

Now  that  the  catastrophe  hinted  at  by  Langdon 
Cheves,  the  former  president  of  the  United  States 
bank,  has  arrived,  we  hope  that  the  democratic  le- 
gislature of  Pennsylvania  will  repeal  the  charters  of 
the  banks  which  have  been  engaged  in  this  great 
fraud,  put  their  affairs  into  the  hands  of  commission- 
ers, and  lay  open  their  proceedings  to  the  light.  It 
will  then  appear  that  we  had  good  reason  to  remark, 
when  Mr.  Biddle  abandoned  the  direction  of  the 
bank,  that  he  did  it  because  he  knew  that  the  bank 
could  not  long  go  on. 

The  Richmond  Whig  appropriately  brings  to 
mind  the  remarks  of  T.  H.  Benton,  in  a letter,  that 
“ another  suspension  by  the  banks  may  be  necessary 
to  carry  through  this  great  measure,” — meaning  the 
sub-treasury.  This  has  been  the  whole  and  sole 
desire  of  the  government.  “Give  us  a suspension,” 
say  they,  “and  we  can  carry  the  sub-tVeasuiy.” — 
They  have  succeeded  in  their  efforts — and  perhaps 
will  succeed  in  obtaining  their  darling  measure. — 
We  shall  at  any  rate  see  how  far  they  can  succeed 
in  repairing  the  mischief  they  have  accomplished. 
The  people  of  all  parties  will  look  anxiously  for  the 
result.  [Balt.  Patriot. 

The  Albany  Journal  says: 

“The  government  of  the  United  States  and  the 
Bank  of  the  Unted  States  have  been,  for  the  last  two 
years,  issuing  millions  of  treasury  and  post  notes. — 
This  species  of  “Redeemable”  paper  money  origi- 
ginated  with  the  government,  to  pay  for  the  Florida 
war.  The  United  States  bank  followed  with  its 
post  notes  to  sustain  cotton  and  other  improper 
operations.  The  course  of  the  government  and 
the  bank  has  been  deeply  injurious  to  the  country. 
The  government  has  loaded  the  nation  with  debt. 
The  bank  has  closed  its  career  by  a suspension. 

CIRCULAR  OF  GOY.  PORTER  OF  PENN. 

From  the  Harrisburg  Keystone. 

Attorney  general’s  office,  Harrisburg,  Oct.  10,  1339. 
To  the  several  deputy  attorneys  general,  of  the  re- 
spective counties  of  the  commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania: 

I received  the  subjoined  letter  from  his  excellen- 
cy'the  governor  of  the  commonwealth,  this  morn- 
ing, and  hasten  to  comply  with  the  directions  there- 
in contained.  For  the  purpose  ot  facilitating  refer- 
ence to  the  acts  of  the  assembly,  furnishing  our 
guide  on  the  subject  under  consideration,  I have  ap- 
pended copies  of  these  acts  to  this  circular,  and  in- 
vite your  attention  to  their  several  provisions,  for 
detailed  instructions  on  the  mode  of  proceeding  to 
be  adopted,  in  carrying  out  the  views  of  the  gover- 
nor. 

It  will  be  readily  perceived  that  these  acts  of  as- 
sembly, although  they  seem  at  a cursory  glance  to 
contemplate,  in  the  first  instance,  a private  and 
civil  proceeding,  in  case  their  proceedings  aie  vio- 
lated, are  yet  highly  penal  in  their  character,  and 
are  expressly  designed  to  operate  penally  upon  of- 
fenders. The  evil  which  they  intended  to  correct 
had  been  experienced  with  great  severity  by  the 
people  of  Pennsylvania.  No  citizen,  whatever  bis 
circumstances  might  be  could  claim  exemption  from 
its  inconveniences  and  losses.  Frauds  in  a thou- 
sand forms  had  been  its  offspring;  public  credit  had 
been  blighted,  and  both  public  and  private  morals 
deeply  debased  by  its  influence.  That  these  things 
were  the  direct  result  of  the  indiscriminate  issue, 
by  private  individuals  and  corporations,  of  notes, 
bills,  checks,  tickets,  &c.  ’&c.  of  small  denomina- 
tions, in  the  form,  and  for  the  purpose  of  a circulat- 
ing medium,  is  clearly  shown  in  the  history  of  the 
times  at  the  passage  of  the  first  law  on  the  subject, 
and  by  our  own  fresh  recollection  of  the  events  ot 
the  last  three  years.  No  species  of  speculation  holds 
out  such  strong  temptations  to  violate  the  law,  as 
that  of  manufacturing  at  will,  and  paying  out  bills, 
notes,  tickets,  or  something  that  resembles  and 
passes  for  money.  The  master  motive  of  human  ac- 
tion is  appealed  to,  and  the  honor  and  the  honesty 
of  too  many  are  found  to  yield.  It  is  generally  those 
of  desperate  conditions,  that  avail  themselves  of  the 


opportunity  of  palming  off  on  the  community  large 
nominal  amounts  of  small  notes,  during  the  suspen- 
sion of  specie  payments  by  the  banks,  because  they 
have  little  to  risk,  in  setting  the  laws  at  defiance, 
and  can  obtain  a circulation  for  their  spurious  money, 
as  a substitute  for  the  specie  that  is  withheld  from 
circulation.  In  the  end  the  imposition  is  discovered, 
or  the  resumption  of  specie  payments  takes  place, 
and  the  citizens,  often  those  least  able  to  bear  it,  are 
(he  sufferers.  Similar  inconveniences,  though  not 
in  so  great  a degree,  are  experienced  by  the  public, 
even  when  the  small  notes  are  issued  by  corpora- 
tions and  individuals  perfectly  solvent  and  willing  to 
redeem  them.  They  become  worthless  a few  miles 
from  the  place  where  they  are  issued,  or  must  be 
passed  at  a great  sacrifice — are  soon  multiplied  to 
such  a degree  as  to  expel  most  of  the  better  money 
from  circulation,  and  so  debase  and  taint  the  curren- 
cy of  the  country,  as  to  render  its  purification  and  re- 
form extremely difficult,  if  not  impracticable. 

Considering  the  subject  in  these  aspects,  I think 
• here  will  be  no  difference  jof  opinion  as  to  the  mea- 
sures to  be  adopted.  It  would  be  idle  henceforth, 
as  it  has  been  hitherto,  to  leave  the  enforcement  of 
these  laws  to  irregular,  accidental,  individual  inter- 
position. Few  would  be  willing  to  undertake  the 
labor,  and,  perhaps  fewer,  the  responsibility  of 
bringing  the  offenders  to  justice.  The  truth  of  the 
homely  adage  will  be  again  realized,  that,  “what  is 
everybody’s  business,  is  nobody’s.”  The  violators 
of  the  law  will  escape,  while  the  public  is  consider- 
ing who  shall  prosecute,  and  the  country  will  bn 
again  flooded  with  spurious  notes  in  open  defiance 
of  the  law. 

I can  perceive  but  one  efficient  mode  of  accom- 
plishing the  laudable  desires  of  the  governor  on  this 
subject,  and  that  is  to  assume  at  once  the  duty  of 
resisting  an  infringement  of  the  acts  of  assembly. — 
You  are  therefore  hereby  instructed  to  institute 
promptly,  if  not  done  by  any  other  person,  the  pro- 
per proceeding  pointed  out  by  the  provisions  of  the 
several  acts  of  assembly,  against  all  individuals,  or 
corporate  bodies  in  your  respective  counties  who 
violate  all  or  any  of  the  provisions  of  the  acts  of  as- 
sembl}',  prohibiting  the  issuing  and  circulating  of 
notes,  &c.  of  a less  denomination  than  five  dollars. 

You  are  further  hereby  instructed,  to  be  vigilant 
in  ascertaining  any  such  violations  of  the  said  acts 
of  assembly;  and  unflinching  in  the  prosecution  of 
the  same,  wherever,  and  as  often  as  such  violations 
are  committed  or  repeated. 

You  are  further  instructed,  after  deducting  from 
the  portion  of  the  fines  or  penalties  accruing  under 
said  acts  of  assembly  to  the  person  instituting  pro- 
ceedings, such  reasonable  compensation  as  I may 
approve,  to  pay  over  the  remainder  of  said  lines  or 
penalties  to  the  use  of  the  poor,  or  to  such  persons 
as  by  said  act  of  assembly,  are  entitled  to  one  moie- 
ty thereof. 

As  the  design  of  the  proceedings  herein  directed 
to  be  adopted  by  the  several  deputy  attorneys  ge- 
neral, in  the  commonwealthjof  Pennsylvania,  is  the 
total  and  entire  suppression  of  all  illegal  notes  of  a 
less  denomination  than  five  dollars,  and  the  faithful 
execution  of  the  laws,  I shall  expect,  on  the  part  of 
every  gentleman  who  holds  this  official  relation  to 
me,  a ready  and  thorough  compliance  with  these 
instructions. 

Nothing,  I am  sure,  is  wanted  in  this  crisis  of  our 
monetary  affairs,  to  extricate  the  public  from  embar- 
rassment and  difficulty,  but  coolness,  deliberation, 
firmness,  and  a steady  adherence  to  the  laws,  on  the 
part  of  the  government,  and  of  the  citizens.  Let  no 
step  be  taken  without  due  reflection.  Let  us  not 
forget  that  ample  redress  is  guaranteed  for  all  exist- 
ing derangements  of  the  currency,  by  the  laws — 
and  that  in  the  hands  of  the  legislature  is  placed  the 
only  power  of  alleviating  the  difficulties  under  which 
the  public  labors,  so  far  as  the  operation  of  the  laws 
may  be  supposed  to  extend,  and  of  preventing  the 
recurrence  of  similar  evils  in  future.  It  is  not  my 
desire  or  intention,  in  the  instructions  hereby  given, 
to  advise  or  countenance  vexatious  and  harrassing 
proceedings  against  the  banks  or  individuals  in  this 
emergency,  but  merely  to  ensure  the  execution  of 
these  wise  and  salutary  laws,  enacted  to  protect  the 
people  from  fraud  and  deception. 

I am.  respectfully,  yours,  See. 

OYID  F.  JOHNSON,  attorney genernl. 

Executive  chamber,  Harrisburg,  Oct.  10,  1839. 

To  Ovid  F.  Johnson,  esq.  attorney  general  of  the 
commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

Sip.: — The  suspension  of  specie  payments  by 
most,  if  not  all  the  banks  of  this  commonwealth, 
seems  likely  to  produce  the  same  debasement  and 
derangement  of  the  currency  of  the  country,  that 
have  attended  the  same  occurrences  on  former  occa- 
sions. 

The  several  acts  of  assembly  prohibiting  the  issu- 
ing and  circulating  of  notes,  tickets  and  other  pa- 
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pers  in  the  similitude  of  bank  notes,  under  the  de- 
nomination of  five  dollars,  afford  ample  protection 
to  the  community  against  the  evils  arising  from  this 
illegal  and  spurious  currency,  if  properly  enforced. 
The  only  defect  in  these  laws  is,  the  omission  to  en- 
join the  duty  of  enforcing  them,  upon  some  particu- 
lar officers  of  the  commonwealth. 

To  this  omission  it  is  probably  owing,  that  these 
salutary  laws  have  been  practically  disregarded,  and 
treated  as  a mere  dead  letter.  As  the  executive  of 
the  commonwealth,  bound  to  “take  care  that  the 
laws  be  faithfully  executed,”  I feel  it  to  be  my  duty 
in  this  emergency,  to  prevent  as  far  as  possible  the 
violation  of  these  laws.  I owe  it  to  the  people  of 
Pennsylvania,  whose  dearest  interests  are  involved, 
not  to  shrink  from  the  performance  of  this  duty.  It 
is  my  desire,  therefore,  that  you,  as  the  proper  offi- 
cer, should  immediately  adopt  such  measures  as 
you  may  deem  best  suited  to  the  attainment  of  the 
object  in  view,  to  wit:  the  entire  suppression  of  all 
notes,  bills,  checks,  tickets,  or  other  papers,  of  the 
similitude  of  bank  notes,  or  promises  to  pay  money 
or  other  things  under  the  denonination  of  live  dol- 
lars, from  being  issued  or  circulated  within  this 
commonwealth,  so  far  as  the  laws  in  relation  to  the 
subject  furnish  adequate  powers  for  that  purpose. 

It  13  proper  I should  state  that,  in  directing  this 
proceeding,  I do  not  intend  or  believe  that  it  will 
operate  to  shake  the  confidence  of  the  public  in  the 
ultimate  ability  of  most,  if  not  all  of  the  banks  ot 
this  commonwealth  to  meet  all  their  obligations, 
and  to  redeem  their  faith  plighted  to  the  community; 
nor  do  I think  it  will  throw  any  obstacles  in  the 
way  of  their  doing  so;  on  the  contrary,  I firmly  be- 
lieve the  exclusion  of  small  notes  from  circulation, 
will  tend  more  directly  than  any  other  measure  that 
can  be  now  devised,  to  protect  the  public  from 
frauds  and  imposition,  and  to  enable  the  banks  to 
lulfil  their  respective  engagements. 

The  circumstances  by  which  we  are  surrounded 
will  doubtless  lead  to  the  cultivation  of  a spirit  of 
mutual  forbearance  and  moderation  on  all  sides,  as 
the  course  best  adapted  to  restore  a sound  and 
healthy  condition  of  affairs.  Every  attempt  to  ag- 
gravate existing  embarrassments  unnecessarily, 
should  be  discountenanced  by  all  cool  and  reflect- 
ing citizens. 

There  is,  beyond  question,  abundance  of  specie 
in  the  country  to  fill  all  the  channels  of  domestic 
circulation,  without  distressing  its  private  holders  or 
the  banks;  and  as  the  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments by  these  institutions,  cuts  otl  a great  portion 
of  the  foreign  drain  upon  it,  it  must  readily  find  its 
way  into  the  hands  of  the  people.  Respectfully 
yours,  &c.  DAVID  R.  PORTER. 

THE  AMERICAN  ALMANAC. 

From  the  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce. 

The  volume  for  1840  has  reached  us,  comprising 
334  pages,  large  12mo.  It  is  the  11th  from  the 
origin  of  the  work,  and  commences  a new  series. 
The  present  publisher  is  David  IP.  Williams,  Bos- 
ton. 

The  astronomical  part,  as  in  former  years,  has 
been  prepared  by  Mr.  R.  TT  Paine,  and,  of  course, 
is  well  done,  though  not  quite  so  copious  as  ill 
some  of  the  former  volumes. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  articles  in  the  mis- 
cellaneous department  is  an  elaborate  list  of  Ameri- 
can authors,  exclusive  of  the  living  generation,  and 
understanding,  by  that  term,  the  makers  of  volumes, 
greater  or  less,  in  distinction  from  mere  pamphle- 
teers. It  comprises  776  names,  though  allowed  to 
be  incomplete.  It  includes  a few  also  who  w'rote 
chiefly  abroad — such  as  Lindley  Murray,  who  was 
a New  Yorker  by  birth,  and  count  Rumford,  who 
beeran  his  career  at  Woburn,  near  Boston.  Of  these 
776  men  and  women,  a friend  of  ours  has  had  the 
patience  to  ascertain  cursorily  that  about  280  hail 
from  the  single  state  of  Massachusetts,  including 
about  110  from  Boston— a pretty  fair  proportion,  it 
must  be  allowed.  From  Connecticut  came  some 
60;  the  same  from  New  York;  from  Pennsylvania, 
mostly  Philadelphia,  80  more.  The  rest  are  divid- 
ed about  the  country  in  a strage  way. 

In  a valuable  essay  on  steam  navigation  it  is  re- 
marked that  “the  first  locomotive  in  the  United 
States,  it  is  believed,  was  in  the  state  of  Delaware, 
on  the  Newcastle  rail  road;  the  second  in  Mary- 
land on  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail  road;  and  the 
third  between  New  Orleans  and  lake  Ponchartrain, 
in  the  state  of  Louisiana.  They  had  been  tried  in 
this  country  by  Oliver  Evans  as  early  as  1804,  and 
in  England  as  early  as  1805.” 

The  chevalier  de  Gerstner’s  late  able  document 
on  American  rail  roads,  who  has  just  been  examin- 
ing for  the  Belgian  government,  is  inserted  entire. 
Our  roads  cost  $20,000  a mile,  on  an  average;  the 
Belgian  more  than  double;  but  the  latter  do  much 
more  business  than  the  former;  and  though  they 


charge  only  one  cent  a mile  for  passengers  to  our 
five,  their  profits  are  five  per  cent,  per  annum.  Ours 
are  five  and  a half,  but  rapidly  increasing.  We  have 
3,000  miles  of  road  completed;  next  January  there 
will  be  over  4,000. 

The  post  office  table  presents  some  notable  items. 
The  total  nett  amount  of  postage  for  last  year  was 
very  nearly  $3,000,000.  The  share  of  New  York 
in  this  is  $665,000;  Pennsylvania  $331,000;  Mas- 
sachusetts $218,000;  Ohio  $185,000;  Virginia 
$138,000;  Louisiana  $131,000.  Of  this  last  sum 
New  Orleans  pays  $94,000,  being  just  about  the 
levy  upon  Boston.  New  York  city  pays  a much  as 
all  Pennsylvania.  Boston  nearly  equals  New 
Hampshire,  Vermont  and  Rhode  Island  together. 
Delaware  comes  in  for  $8,000;  it  is  the  least  of  the 
states.  Of  the  territories,  Iowa  pays  $288,  and 
Wisconsin  $10,000.  Distrietof  Columbia  $22,818. 

The  following  is  an  estimate  of  the  wheat  im- 
ported within  the  last  eight  years,  viz:  In  1831, 

620  bushels— in  1832,  1,168  bushels— 1833,  1,600 
bushels— 1834, 1,225—1835, 238,769—1836, 583,898 
—1837,  3,921,259—1838,  894,536.  The  amount  in 
1837  was  never  before  equalled,  and,  we  trust,  ne- 
ver will  be  again.  There  will  be  this  year  a large 
surplus. 

The  governors’  salaries  are  given.  There  is  a 
queer  diversity  among  them.  In  Rhode  Island 
they  pay  $400,  in  Louisiana  $7,500. 

Then  there  are  tables  of  religious  sects.  The 
Methodists  outnumber  all.  Communicants  680,000; 
Baptists  proper  652,000;  Presbyterians  274,000; 
Congregationalists  160,000;  Catholics  150,000; 
Episcopalians  not  given  under  this  head.  Churches 
950— population  600,000. 

In  the  notice  of  European  sovereigns,  we  are  re- 
minded that  Mehemet  Ali  of  Egypt  was  born  ir. 
1769,  a memorable  year.  Every  body,  as  the 
French  say.  was  born  then — Soult,  Wellington, 
Scott;  we  think  the  great  emperor  himself,  and  we 
do  not  know  how  many  more.  Mehemet  is  a new 
lion  for  the  list. 


BRITISH  INDIA. 

From  the  North  American. 

A late  number  of  the  London  Literary  Gazette 
contains  an  article  on  “the  British  empire  in  the 
east,”  written  by  the  Swedish  ambassador  at  the 
court  of  Great  Britain,  which  communicates  much 
interesting  information  respecting  the  East  Indies. 
The  writer  remarks  that  the  British  empire  in  the 
east  may  be  reckoned  among  the  greatest  pheno- 
mena in  the  history  of  the  world.  It  controls  one 
hundred  millions  of  subjects,  besides  having  a large 
population  indirectly  dependent  upon  it,  governed 
at  present  by  subsidiary  princes.  The  population 
of  the  districts  is  thus  estimated: 

Presidency  of  Bengal,  40,000,000 

“ Agra,  38,000,000 

“ Madras,  15,000,000 

“ Bombay,  7,000,000 


Total,  100,000,000 

The  empire  is  supposed  to  cover  1,2.50,000 
square  miles.  “Who,  then,”  inquires  the  author, 
“is  the  conqueror,  who  the  ruler  of  this  immense 
empire,  over  which  the  sun  extends  so  gloriously 
his  glittering  rays,  that  has  risen  on  the  continent 
of  Asia  as  if  by  enchantment,  and  now  emulates  in 
greatness  that  of  Alexander,  Tamerlane,  or  Nadir 
Shah?  Why,  on  a little  island  in  another  part  of 
the  world,  in  a narrow  street  where  the  rays  of  the 
sun  are  seldom  able  to  penetrate  the  thick  smoke 
a company  of  peaceable  merchants  meet;  these  are 
the  conquerors  of  India,  these  the  despotic  rulers 
of  this  splendid  empire.” 

Among  the  numerous  pensioned  princes,  the  fol- 
lowing are  mentioned,  with  the  amount  of  their 
yearly  pensions,  given  in  round  numbers  in  our 
currency: 

Nabob  of  Bengal,  $1,250,000 

Nabob  in  Carnatic,  1,000,000 

Emperor  of  Delhi,  800,000 

Rajah  of  Tanjore,  600,000 

Rajah  of  Benares,  250,000 

The  standing  army  of  British  India  is  not  far 
from  300,000,  and  is  larger  than  that  of  Austria. 
The  Swedish  writer  makes  the  following  striking 
remarks  on  the  subject  of  a great  foreign  nation; 
an  Englishman  would  hardly  have  added  the  last 
sentences: 

“England  had  given  to  North  America  all  those 
political  institutions  which  have  laid  the  foundation 
for  its  personal  strength  and  freedom;  given  it  the 
advantages  of  a representative  constitution,  of  a 
commercial  government,  a jury,  freedom  of  the 
press,  religious  freedom,  and  of  personal  liberty, 
(habeas  corpus,  &c).  These  advantages  could  not, 
however,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Americans,  over- 
balance the  tax  of  a few  pence  imposed,  as  they 
considered  unjustly,  on  tea  and  paper — a circum- 


stance which  would  carry  the  appearance  of  ingra- 
titude, if  a people,  when  arrived  at  that  point  in 
their  social  education  which  is  necessary  for  inde- 
pendence, did  not  do  the  same  as  the  son  who  has 
attained  the  age  of  manhood;  they  emancipate 
themselves,  and  leave  the  quiet  home  for  the  rag- 
ing storms  of  the  world;  such  is  human  nature;  so 
also  will  the  Hindoo  act,  when  he  has  gained  that 
degree  of  enlightenment  which  forms  the  maturity 
of  seciety.” 

The  ascendency  of  British  power  in  India  has 
been  generally  regarded  as  an  unspeakable  advan- 
tage to  southern  Asia.  It  has  opened  the  door  to 
civilization  and  Christianity;  and,  although  the 
East  India  company  has  been  oppressive  and  sel- 
fish, its  commercial  intercourse  with  the  Hindoos 
will  probably  prove  to  have  been,  on  the  whole, 
productive  of  much  more  good  than  evil. 

A VISIT  TO  THE  PAY/NEE  INDIANS. 

From  Murray’s  Travels  in  North  America. 

We  pushed  forward,  and  in  about  six  hours  came 
up  with  the  rear  guard,  among  whom  were  the 
great  chief  of  the  Grand  Pawnees,  the  great  chief 
of  the  Tapages  Pawnees,  and  the  great  chief  of  the 
republicans,  called  by  the  French  Capot-bleu. 

A circle  was  made,  consisting  of  all  the  chiefs, 
when  we  were  formally  introduced  by  the  interpre- 
ter, shook  hands  with  them  all,  and  were  presented 
with  the  pipe  of  hospitality.  I remarked  the  won- 
derful self-possession  of  these  men,  who  are  in  fact 
the  most  curious  and  inquisitive  in  the  world;  and 
yet,  on  the  return  of  their  party  from  the  settle- 
ments, laden.with  all  the  articles,  which  they  prize 
most  highly,  not  the  slightest  expression  of  surprise, 
pleasure,  or  interest,  is  apparent;  brother  met  bro- 
ther, and  father  met  son,  with  the  well  known  short 
and  simple  universal  Indian  greeting,  which  no 
language  can  give  in  writing,  and  no  observer  could 
have  known  that  their  absence  had  been  of  two 
days’  duration. 

In  return  for  their  friendly  reception,  and  in  con- 
sumation  of  the  alliance,  I gave  them  a weak  glass 
of  brandy  and  water  all  round;  they  seemed  quite 
pleased,  though  I could  not  help  thinking  what  a 
wry  face  Jack,  on  board  H.  M.  S.  - — -,  would  have 
made,  if  the  said  ten-water  grog  had  been  served 
out  to  him  in  a cup  holding  less  than  a quarter  of  a 
pint.  It  is  so  well  known  that  as  soon  as  any  In- 
dian tribe  becomes  accustomed  to  whiskey,  their 
speedy  and  total  degredation  in  every  physical  and 
moral  quality  is  a sure  consequence,  that  the  Unit- 
ed States  have  very  properl)'  forbidden  all  their 
troops  and  traders  to  sell  them  spirituous  liquors 
under  a heavy  penalty;  in  spite  of  this  law,  how- 
ever, a great  quantity  of  whiskey  finds  its  way  to 
those  Indians  who  have  much  commerce  with  the 
whites;  the  temptation  is  too  strong  for  the  traders, 
many  of  whom  are  Canadian  French,  and  men 
without  either  principle  or  education;  they  frequent- 
ly get  opportunities  of  selling  a pint  of  spirits  for 
fifty  or  a hundred  times  its  value  in  beaver  and 
other  skins;  the  craving  of  the  savages  increase  in 
proportion  to  their  acquaintance  with  this  fatal  li- 
quor, and  they  will  part  with  any  thing  they  have 
for  a dram. 

I found  that  very  few  of  the  Pawnees  had  ever 
tasted  whiskey,  and  still  fewer  expressed  any  strong 
desire  or  liking  for  it;  I therefore  felt  it  my  duty, 
both  towards  myself  and  the  authorities  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  under  whose  protection  I was  making 
my  tour,  not  to  be  in  the  smallest  degree  instrumen- 
tal in  giving  the  Pawnees  a relish  for  a liquor  which 
becomes  in  their  hands  nothing  less  than  a poison. 
Accordingly,  whenever  I gave  a brandy  and  water 
draught  to  any  of  the  chiefs,  which  I did  very  rare- 
ly, I took  care  to  make  it  so  extremely  weak  that 
the  spirit  could  scarely  be  tasted,  and  they  were  suf- 
ficiently pleased  with  the  honor  of  drinking  the 
white  man’s  liquor. 

It  was  not  a little  amusing  to  see  how  readily  the 
Pawnee-French  interpreter  entered  into  my  views 
on  this  subject.  I once  or  twdce  lent  him  my  small 
pocket-flask,  and  allowed  him  to  serve  out  the 
weak  toddy  to  the  chiefs;  he  talked  most  gravely  of 
the  pernicious  effects  of  spirits  among  “les  savages,” 
carefully  mixed  for  them  at  least  nine  proportions 
of  water  for  one  of  brandy,  and  then,  with  equal 
gravity,  helped  himself  to  a dram,  in  which  he  ex- 
actly reversed  the  aforesaid  proportions. 

As  soon  as  this  introductory  feast  was  concluded, 
W'e  accompanied  the  chiefs  to  the  village,  which 
was  about  twelve  miles  ahead  of  us;  at  length  we 
came  in  sight  of  it,  and  a more  interesting  or  pic- 
turesque scene  I never  beheld.  Upon  an  extensive 
pairie  gently  sloping  down  to  a creek,  the  winding 
course  of  which  was  marked  by  a broken  line  of 
wood,  here  and  there  interpersed  with  a fine  clump 
of  trees,  were  about  five  thousand  savages  inclu- 
sive of  women  and  children;  some  were  sitting  un- 
der their  buffalo  lodges,  lazily  smoking  their  pipes; 
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while  the  women  were  stooping  over  their  fires, 
busily  employed  in  preparing  meat  and  maize  lor 
these  indolent  lords  of  creation.  Far  as  the  eye 
could  reach,  were  scattered  herds  of  horses,  watch- 
ed (or,  as  we  would  say  in  Scotland,  “tented”)  by 
urchins,  whose  whole  dress  and  equipment  was  the 
sligh  bow  and  arrow,  with  which  they  exercised 
their  infant  archery  upon  the  heads  of  the  taller 
flowers,  or  upon  any  luckless  blackbird  perched 
near  them.  Here  and  there  might  be  seen  some 
gay  young  warrior  ambling  along  the  heights,  his 
painted  form  partially  exposed  to  view  as  his  bright 
scarlet  blanket  waved  in  the  breeze;  while  his  small 
fretful  horse  was  scarcely  to  be  recognized  under 
the  variety  of  trappings  with  which  the  vanity  of 
his  rider  has  tricked  him  out;  near  him  might  be 
seen  another  naked  savage,  without  a saddle,  and  his 
only  bridle  a thong  round  the  horse’s  head,  gallop- 
ing at  full  spead,  and  waving  in  his  extended  right 
hand  a “laryette,”  with  which  he  was  chasing  some 
refractory  mule  or  runaway  steed,  that  had  escaped 
from  his  gang;  while  the  banks  of  the  stream  were 
alive  with  the  garrulous  voices  of  women,  some, 
washing  themselves,  their  clothes,  or  their  infants, 
others  carrying  water  to  the  camp,  and  others  bear- 
ing on  their  backs  a load  of  wood,  the  portage  of 
which  no  London  coal-heaver  would  have  envied 
them. 

Our  approach  excited  some  curiosity  and  inter- 
est. The  families  of  some  of  those  who  had  been 
to  the  fort  placed  themselves  in  or  nearour  path;  and, 
as  the  husband,  father  or  brother  came  near,  the  little 
kindred  group  would  withdraw  to  a retired  spot, 
and  indulge  those  feelings  of  curiosity  and  affection 
which  nature  has  implanted  as  strongly  in  the  bosom 
of  the  savage  as  of  the  civilized  man.  I regarded  with 
much  pleasure  the  meeting  of  my  old  chief,  Sa-ni- 
tsharish,  with  his  wives  and  children,  which  took 
place  under  a knot  of  fine  trees,  a little  to  the  right  of 
our  path.  I could  read  in  the  glistening  eyes  of  the 
women,  and  in  the  glad  faces,  of  the  children,  that 
the  old  man  was  a kind  husband  and  father;  and,  if 
the  features  of  the  parties  had  not  been  so  totally 
devoid  of  any  thing  like  beauty,  the  family  picture 
would  have  been  as  picturesque  as  it  was  interest- 
ing. 

As  soon  as  our  arrival  was  known  in  the  village, 
we  were  invited  to  six  or  seven  feasts  in  succes- 
sion; and  here  we  tasted  the  buffalo  meat  for  the 
first  time.  No  cows  have  yet  been  seen,  and  the 
bull-beef  was  as  hard,  tough  and  stringy  (besides 
being  only  quarter-dressed)  as  ever  it  fell  to  the  lot 
of  human  jaw  to  masticate. 

MILITARY  ACADEMY. 

From  the  Army  and  Navy  Chronicle. 

VISIT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR,  AND  PRESEN- 
TATION OF  A SET  OF  COLORS. 

West  Point,  Aug.  12,  1839. 

Mr.  Editor:  The  secretary  of  war  visited  West 
Point  on  the  5th  and  6th  instant,  inspected  the  mili- 
tary academy,  and  made  himself  personally  ac- 
quainted with  its  present  condition  in  each  and  eve- 
ry department. 

The  corps  of  cadets  was  at  the  time  in  camp,  as 
is  customary  lor  about  three  months  at  this  season 
ot  the  year.  The  exercises  on  this  occasion  were 
principally  confined  to  an  exhibition  of  their  profici- 
ency in  camp  duty,  infantry  and  artillery  drills,  mor- 
tars, howitzers,  field  and  seige  artillery  target  prac- 
tice, and  the  duties  of  (he  laboratory,  where  vve  no- 
ticed the  cadets  preparing  various  kinds  of  ammuni- 
tion and  fire-works  used  and  known  in  the  art  of  war. 

On  the  morning  of  the  6th,  a very  interesting  cere- 
mony was  witnessed  by  the  many  strangers  and  vi- 
siters then  at  the  Point,  in  the  presentation  of  a new 
set  of  color3  to  the  corps  of  cadets  by  the  secretary 
of  war. 

These  colors  were  presented  to  the  cadets  under 
arms  as  a battalion  of  infantry,  formed  on  three  sides 
of  a square,  the  secretary,  accompanied  by  the  aca- 
demic and  military  stall' of  the  institution,  taking  a 
position  in  the  centre  of  the  other  side.  Aftei  the 
salutes  and  usual  military  compliments  were  paid  to 
tile  secretary  and  the  new  standard,  (at  the  moment 
in  the  hands  of  several  young  ladies,  who  bore  them 
from  the  superintendent's  quarters  to  the  parade 
ground,  escorted  by  cadets),  the  secretary  addressed 
the  cadets,  giving  them  excellent  counsel  and  ad- 
vice, calculated  to  impress  upon  their  minds  their 
present  duty,  the  great  advantages  they  are  deriving 
under  the  fostering  care  of  the  nation,  and  what 
hereafter  will  be  expected  in  return  from  them. 

The  interest  this  address  excited  induced  us  to  ob- 
tain a copy  for  your  Chronicle,  supposing  it  would 
be  of  interest  to  your  readers. 

The  allegorical  painting  on  the  color  of  the  corps 
of  cadets  is  the  figure  of  liberty,  in  the  back  ground, 
clothed  in  a blue  mantle,  studded  with  stars,  wit- 
^ nessing  the  goddess  of  wisdom  presenting  the  olive 
blanch  to  the  god  of  battles.  The  other  standard 


is  the  arms  of  the  United  States;  in  painting  which, 
the  artist  has  placed  the  shield  on  the  side  of  the 
bird,  thus  enabling  him  to  exhibit  the  beauty  of  the 
eagle. 

The  execution  of  these  colors  is  said  to  be  one  of 
the  finest  specimens  of  the  art,  and  they  were  paint- 
ed by  Mr.  Weir,  from  the  device  of  Mr.  Poinsett. 

Cadets:  In  presenting  you  these  colors,  I am 
debarred  from  referiing  to  topics  usually  urged  on 
such  occasions.  These  are  not  the  banners  to  be 
hung  out  “on  the  outward  walls,”  round  which  you 
may  be  called  at  some  future  day  to  rally  in  defence 
of  your  country’s  rights,  or  to  vindicate  your  coun- 
try’s honor.  When  that  time  shall  come,  I am  sure, 
from  your  high  bearing  and  honoi  able  conduct  as  ca- 
dets, that  you  will  require  no  exhortation  to  do  your 
duty,  and  that  you  will  then,  by  your  constancy  and 
valor,  redeem  the  well  grounded  expectations  of 
your  fellow  citizens.  The  colors  which  I am  about 
to  present  to  you  are  banners  of  peace,  round  which 
all  who  thirst  for  knowledge,  ami  desire  to  prepare 
themselves  for  future  usefulness,  will  rally,  and,  un- 
der their  folds,  march  steadily  onward  to  honorable 
distinction. 

A distinguished  station  in  the  profession  you  hqve 
chosen  cannot  be  obtained  without  laborious-prepa- 
ration and  continued  application;  but  you  will  find  a 
strong  incitement  to  exertion  in  the  reflection  that 
on  your  character  and  acquirements  much  of  the 
safety  and  honor  of  your  country  may  rest.  The  fate 
of  battles  does  not  depend  alone  upon  the  exertion 
of  courage;  that  quality  is  the  birthright  of  every 
American  soldier;  but  upon  that  self-possession  in 
the  hour  of  danger,  to  be  acquired  only  by  a thorough 
knowledge  of  the  art  of  war,  that  inspires  the  officer 
with  confidence  in  his  own  resources,  and  enables 
him  to  exert  all  his  skill  amidst  the  din  of  battle  and 
surrounded  by  appalling  dangers.  An  ignorant  offi- 
cer, were  he  the  bravest  among  the  brave,  might 
lead  his  fellow  soldiers  to  useless  slaughter,  cover 
his  bleeding  country  with  mourning  and  disgrace, 
and  peril  its  liberty  and  safety.  An  accomplished 
soldier,  such  as  the  means  of  education  here  afforded 
will  make  you,  if  you  profit  by  them,  may  save  his 
country  in  the  hour  of  danger,  clothe  the  land  with 
gladness,  and  merit  the  lasting  gratitude  of  his  fel- 
low citizens.  Under  these  peaceful  banners,  and 
within  these  peaceful  halls,  you  will  not  only  learn 
to  serve  your  countiy  in  the  field,  but  receive  such 
religious  instruction  and  moral  culture  as  will,  when 
blended  with  scientific  attainments,  enable  you  to 
become  accomplished  officers.  Here  you  will  be 
taught  to  put  your  trust  in  God,  without  which  there 
is  no  true  wisdom;  to  obey,  that  you  may  know 
how  to  command;  to  be  temperate,  that  you  may 
avoid  a vice  most  pernicious  and  disgraceful  to  any 
citizen,  but  criminal  and  unpardonable  in  an  officer; 
for,  when  brutally  deprived  of  his  reason,  he  may 
expose  his  fellow  soldiers  to  destruction,  and  fatally 
commit  the  charactei  and  peace  of  his  country;  to 
administer  strict  and  impartial  justice  to  all;  and  to 
treat  your  inferiors  and  superiors  with  kindness, 
courtesy  and  respect.  Arrogance  to  inferiors  or 
disrespect  to  superiors  is  equally  unofficerlike  and 
reprehensible;  your  superior  officers  and  teachers  are 
entitled  to  respectful  and  ready  obedience;  your  fel- 
low soldiers  to  kind  and  courteous  treatment.  It  has 
been  said  that  military  institutions  are  essentially 
anti-republican;  that  they-  cannot  be  administered 
on  any  principle  that  is  not  destructive  of  freedom; 
that  the  discipline  of  armies  must,  from  the  nature 
of  things,  be  relaxed  in  a democracy,  or  the  demo- 
cratic principle  be  violated  by  an  arDitrary  exercise 
of  power.  This  is  altogether  a mistake.  There  is 
nothing  more  arbitrary  in  the  administration  of  the 
rules  and  regulations  of  the  army  than  in  that  of  the 
laws  of  our  own  country.  They  are  intended  to 
protect  and  direct  both  the  soldier  and  the  officer; 
and  if  strictly  adhered  to  and  rightly  executed,  and 
the  officer  and  soldier  made  to  feel  that  so  long  as 
they  exist  on  the  statute  book  they  cannot  be  evad- 
ed or  violated,  but  that  they  will  be  carried  into  ef- 
fect without  fail,  and  with  equal  justice  to  all,  they 
infringe  no  one  principle  of  free  government.  Obe- 
dience to  the  rules  and  regulations  of  this  institu- 
tion, and  ofthe  service  generally,  on  the  part  of  the 
soldier,  the  cadet,  and  the  officer,  and  the  rigid  ex- 
action and  inflexible  enforcement,  with  a due  regard 
for  the  right  of  all,  comprehend  the  whole  discipline 
of  the  army,  and  cannot  be  regarded  either  arbitrary 
or  unjust.  Here,  too,  you  will  acquire  habits  of 
studious  application,  so  essential  to  your  future  use- 
fulness. The  knowledge  attained  at  this  academy 
will  be  but  the  foundation  of  the  superstructure 
which  your  own  exertions  must  hereafter  erect; 
what  is  learned  here  will  nut  enable  you  to  become 
accomplished  officers  unless  you  continue  your  stu- 
dies in  the  field  and  in  garrison,  and  profit  by  all  the 
opportunities  you  may  hereafter  enjoy  to  acquire  a 
thoroughly  practical  knowledge  of  your  profession 
I will  detain  you  no  longer,  my  young  friends,  but. 


in  presenting  your  colors,  content  myself  with  ex- 
pressing the  earnest  hope  that  you  may  profit  by  the 
instruclive  allegory  that  adorns  them:  teaching  that 
liberty  and  peace  are  to  be  secured  by  wisdom  and  va- 
lor. And  that,  while  here,  you  will  seek  diligently 
to  acquire  knowledge  and  wisdom,  the  true  and  only 
solid  basis  on  which  to  rest  your  future  usefulness 
and  your  future  reputation.  I deliver  them  into 
your  hands,  in  the  confident  expectation  that  you 
will  never  tarnish  them  by  any  act  of  negligence,  im- 
morality, or  insubordination. 


VIRGINIA  WHIG  STATE  CONVENTION. 

Staunton,  Wednesday,  Sept.  25,  1839. 

This  being  the  day  appointed  by  the  central  com- 
mittee of  Virginia  for  the  meeting  of  the  whig 
state  convention,  delegates  from  various  counties  of 
the  commonwealth  assembled  at  the  Presbyterian 
church  in  Staunton. 

At  half  past  12  o’clock  the  convention  was  called 
to  order  by  Allen  Wilson,  esq.  a delegate  from  the 
county  of  Cumberland,  on  whose  motion  capt.  Phi- 
lip Slaughter,  of  Culpepper  county,  (an  officer  of 
the  revolution),  was  appointed  president  pro  tem- 
pore; and  Richard  H.  Toler,  of  Campbell  county,  se- 
cretary pro  tempore. 

The  following  resolution,  offered  by  general 
Samuel  H.  Lewis,  of  Rockingham,  was  unanimous- 
ly agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  a committee  be  appointed  to  wait 
upon  gen.  Robert  Porterfield,  a distinguished  officer 
of  the  army  of  the  revolution,  now  in  this  town, 
and  to  tender  to  him,  as  a mark  ofthe  respect  which 
this  convention  entertains  for  his  private  virtues 
and  public  services,  an  invitation  to  take  a seat  in 
this  convention,  as  an  honorary  member  thereof. 

And  general  Samuel  H.  Lewis,  of  Rockingham, 
William  S.  Archer,  of  Amelia,  and  Alexander  H. 
H.  Stuart,  of  Ohio,  were  appointed  said  commit- 
tee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Witcher,  of  Pittsylvania,  the 
secretary  proceeded  to  call  the  roll  of  members,  and 
the  following  delegates  answered  to  their  names,  to 
wit: 

Accomac — J.  W.  Custis,  E.  P.  Pitts,  Southey  Gri- 
nalds. 

Albemarle — Isaac  A.  Coles,  Wm.  S.  Dabney, 
John  T.  Bowcocke,  Dr.  Hardin  Massie. 

Amelia— William  S.  Archer,  Richard  Booker. 

Amherst — Joseph  K.  Irving,  John  Dudley  Davis. 

Augusta — Wm.  Kinney,  John  McCue,  Jas.  Bell, 
John  B.  Breckinridge. 

Bath — Andrew  W.  Cameron,  Kenton  Harper. 

Bedford — Benj.  A.  Donald,  Win.  Radford,  W.  M. 
Burweli,  Wm.  T.  Campbell. 

Berkeley — Tillotson  Fryatt,  Geo.  W.  Ranson,  Ed- 
mund Pendleton,  Edmund  P.  Hunter. 

Botetourt — Dr.  Micajah  Pendleton,  Edward  John- 
son. 

Brunswick— John  Tucker,  Chapman  Johnson,  jr. 
Thos.  J.  Michie,  Robert  S.  Brooke. 

Buckingham — Thos.  M.  Bondurant,  Robert  K.  Ir- 
ving, Geo.  M.  Payne. 

Cubell — Nicholas  C.  Kinney,  David  W.  Patter- 
son. 

Campbell — Richard  H.  Toler,  Frederick  Spence, 
Bowling  Clark,  Bryan  W.  Newlin. 

Caroline — Foster  Dickinson. 

Charles  city  and  New  Kent— Hill  Carter,  Clayton 
G.  Coleman,  Jas.  E.  Roane. 

Charlotte — Thomas  E.  Watkins,  William  T. 
Scott. 

Chesterfield — Samuel  Taylor. 

Clarke  and  Warren — Edward  J.  Smith,  John  E. 
Page,  Dr.  Benj.  R.  Lacy. 

Culpepper — Captain  Philip  Slaughter,  Jones 
Green, 

Cumberland — Allen  Wilson,  Henry  Irving. 

Dinwiddie — -Thomas  Whitworth,  John  Ambler 
Smilh. 

Elizabeth  city  and  Warwick — Dr.  Samuel  Colton, 
David  W.  Patteson. 

Essex — James  Semple. 

Fairfax— J.  B.  Hunter,  Henry  Fairfax. 

Fayette  und  Nicholas — Kenton  Harper,  A.  H.  H. 
Stuart. 

Fluvanna — Horatio  II.  Magruder. 

Frederick — Robert  Y.  Conrad. 

Goochland — William  Bolling,  John  H.  Plea- 
sants. 

Greenbrier — Charles  A.  Stuart,  Robert  Stephen. 

Halifax — Thomas  S.  Flournoy,  W.  Leigh. 

Hampshire — Angus  W.  McDonald,  Christopher 
Heiskell,  Win.  Harper. 

Hanover — William  F.  Wickham,  Joseph  F. 
Price. 

Henrico — Dr.  Lewis  W.  Camberlayne,  Sherwin 
McRae. 

Henry — B.  G.  Baldwin,  A.  H.  II.  Stuart. 

James  city,  York  and  Williamsburg — Robert  Mc- 
Candlisb. 
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Jefferson, — -Henry  Berry,  George  B.  Stephenson, 
John  Quigley,  Adam  S.  Dandridge. 

Kanawha — Dr.  Spicer  Patrick. 

King  and  Queen — B.  G.  Baldwin. 

King  George — Robert  Wallace. 

Lancaster  and  Richmond — John  Chowning,  Robt. 
W.  Carter. 

Lovdoun — Richard  H.  Henderson,  Noble  S.  Bra- 
den, Sanford  J.  Ramey,  Thomas  M.  Colston. 

Louisa — Frederick  Harris,  Wm.M.  Ambler. 

Lunenburg — John  A.  Smith,  J.  J.  Jone3. 

Madison — Presley  N.  Smith. 

Mecklenburg — Erasmus  Kennon,  J.  J.  William- 
son. 

Monroe — James  A.  Dunlap,  Allen  T.  Caperton. 

Montgomery — James  F.  Preston. 

Nansemond — Wm.  D.  Hodges,  John  S.  Stubbs. 

Nelson — Charles  Perrow,  Wm.  Massie. 

Norfolk  borough — Edward  Valintine. 

Norfolk  county — B,  W.  Leigh,  A.  H.  H.  Stuart. 

Northampton — Dr.  Geo.T.  Yerby,  Wm.  Lyttleton 
Savage. 

Northumberland — S.  A,  M.  Leland. 

Ohio — Jacob  Gooding,  A.  H.  H.  Stuart. 

Orange  and  Green — Reynold  Chapman,  Oliver 
Finks. 

Pendleton — Thomas  Jones,  P.  Hull. 

Petersburg — Robert  B.  Bowling,  William  Robert- 
son, jr. 

Pittsylvania — Vincent  Witcher,  David  H.  Clark, 
Robert  W.  Williams,  Wm.  L.  Pannell. 

Powhatan — Thomas  Miller. 

Prince  George— Dr.  Alex.  Bryant. 

Prince  William — William  T.  French,  Nicholas 
Cleary. 

Rappahannock — John  S.  Pendleton. 

Richmond  city — Benj.  Watkins  Leigh,  Chapman 
Johnson. 

Roanoke — Edward  Watts,  John  B.  J.  Loan. 

Rockbridge — Charles  P.  Dorman,  David  E.  Moore, 
Robert  White,  John  Moffit. 

Rockingham — Augustus  Waterman,  Samuel  H. 
Lewis,  A.  C.  Bryan,  A.  S.  Gray. 

Shenandoah — Dr.  Sutton,  J.  Harris,  Samuel  An- 
derson. 

Southampton — Carr  Bowers,  John  B.  Urqubart. 

Spottsylvania — Robert  B.  Semple. 

Stafford— John  M.  Forbes. 

Sussex — B.  W.  Leigh. 

Westmoreland — Willoughby  Newton. 

The  following  resolution  was  then  submitted  by 
Mr.  Witcher,  and  unanimously  adopted: 

« Resolved , That  a committee  of  nine  be  appoint- 
ed, whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  report  to  the  convention 
the  officers  necessary  to  be  appointed,  and  that  said 
committee  nominate  said  officers.” 

The  following  gentlemen  were  ordered  to  consti- 
tute said  committee:  Messrs.  Witcher,  ol  Pittsyl- 
vania, McCandlish,  of  Williamsburg,  Henderson,  of 
Loudoun,  Taylor,  of  Chesterfield,  Patrick,  of  Ka- 
nawha, Newton,  of  Westmoreland,  Miller,  of  Pow- 
hatan, Conrad,  of  Frederick,  and  Bowcocke,  of  Al- 
bemarle. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Witcher,  it  was  then  ordered 
that  the  chair  be  vacated  until  this  afternoon,  4 
o’clock. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

At  4 o’clock  the  chair  was  resumed  by  the  presi- 
dent pro  tem. 

The  committee  of  nine,  appointed  this  morning, 
through  Mr.  Witcher,  its  chairman,  made  a repoit 
recommending  “that  a president  and  two  secreta- 
ries be  appointed;  and  nominating  Edward  Watts, 
esq.  of  the  county  of  Roanoke,  as  president,  and 
John  H.  Pleasants  and  Richard  H.  Toler,  esqs.  as 
secretaries. 

Which  recommendation  was  unanimously  con- 
curred in  by  the  convention. 

The  president  elect  was  then  conducted  to  the 
chair,  and  returned  his  acknowledgments  to  the  con- 
vention for  the  honor  conferred  upon  him  in  an  elo- 
quent address. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Witcher,  the  rules  usually 
adopted  by  the  house  of  delegates  of  Virginia,  so 
far  as  said  rules  are  applicable,  were  adopted  for  the 
government  of  this  convention. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Leigh,  of  Richmond  city, 

“Resolved,  That  a committee,  to  consist  of  twen- 
ty-three members,  be  appointed  to  consider, digest 
and  report  proper  measures  to  be  adopted  by  this 
convention.” 

The  said  committee  was  ordered  to  consist  of  the 
following  gentlemen,  Messrs.  Leigh,  of  Richmond, 
Hodge,  of  Nansemond,  Bowers,  of  Southampton, 
Archer,  of  Amelia,  Tucker,  of  Brunswick,  Bon- 
durant,  of  Buckingham,  Witcher,  of  Pittsylvania, 
Radford,  of  Bedford,  McCandlish,  of  Williamsburg, 
Semple,  of  Essex,  Carter,  of  Richmond  county. 
Coles,  of  Albemarle,  Pendleton,  of  Rappahannock, 
Henderson,  of  Loudoun,  Conrad,  of  Frederick, 
Lewis,  of  Rockingham,  Dorman,  of  Rockbridge, 


Johnston,  of  Botetourt,  Patrick,  of  Kanawha, 
Baldwin,  of  Augusta,  Gooding,  of  Ohio,  Johnson, 
of  Richmond  city,  and  Taylor,  of  Chesterfield. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Leigh,  it  was  ordered  that 
when  this  convention  adjourn  it  will  adjourn  until 
to-morrow  morning,  11  o’clock. 

And  then  the  convention,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Witcher,  adjourned. 

Thursday  morning,  September  26. 

Mr.  Leigh  from  the  select  committee  of  23,  re- 
ported the  following  preamble  and  resolutions  for 
the  adoption  of  the  convention: 

Whereas,  it  is  the  deliberate  and  conscientious 
opinion  of  this  convention  that  the  leading  mea- 
sures of  the  present  chief  magistrate  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  his  immediate  predecessor,  and  the 
principles  introduced  by  the  one  into  the  admini- 
stration of  the  federal  government,  and  on  which 
the  other  has  acted,  is  still  acting,  and  seems,  in- 
deed, under  a moral  necessity  of  continuing  to  act, 
have  wrought  a practical  change  in  the  political  in- 
stitutions of  the  country  most  pernicious  in  itself, 
and  fraught,  unless  it  be  timely  counteracted,  with 
the  utmost  danger  to  the  very  being  of  a republican 
government;  we,  therefore,  regard  it  as  a solemn 
duty,  imposed  upon  us  by  every  consideration  that 
should  move  republicans  and  patriots  to  exertion, 
to  endeavor,  by  all  fair,  honorable  and  constitution- 
al means,  to  prevent  the  re-election  of  Martin  Van 
Buren  to  the  office  of  presidentoftheUnited  States, 
and  to  raise  to  that  high  station  some  able,  honest 
and  magnanimous  statesman,  who  will  bring  virtue 
and  wisdom  to  ourexecutive  councils,  and  conform 
the  administration  with  the  true  republican  princi- 
ples of  the  constitution. 

We  have  seen  the  patronage  of  the  executive 
abused  and  perverted  to  the  mere  purpose  of  sus- 
taining the  president  in  the  exercise  of  a contro- 
ling  influence  over  all  the  other  constituted  autho- 
rities of  the  government.  We  have  seen  men  ap- 
pointed to  offices  of  trust  and  emolument  without 
any  merit  or  pretence  of  merit,  but  a blind  and  in- 
discriminating  support  of  the.  measures  of  the  ad- 
ministration, however  inconsistent  with  the  profes- 
sions which  recommended  the  administration  to 
power.  We  have  seen  officers  removed  from  place 
without  the  imputation  of  any  fault  but  occasional 
independence  of  opinion  and  conduct,  or  want  ol 
influence  or  of  zeal  and  activity  in  the  partizan 
service  exacted  of  them;  such  abuses  of  the  power 
of  removal  from  office  as,  in  the  opinion  of  the  first 
congress,  by  whom  in  truth  that  power  was  con- 
ferred, amount  to  impeachable  offences.  We  have 
seen  officers,  in  several  instances,  misapplying  un- 
accounted thousands  of  public  treasure  to  their  pri- 
vate use,  and  audaciously  persisting  in  their  refusal 
to  pay  public  moneys  into  the  treasury;  yet  still 
wilfully  retained  in  office,  in  consideration  of  their 
ability  andlnfluence  a3  partizansto  support  the  ad- 
ministration and  its  friends.  We  have  seen  officers 
of  government  contributing  ratable  proportions  of 
their  salaries  to  a fund  to  be  employed  in  influenc- 
ing popular  elections;  thus  corrupting  the  govern- 
ment in  its  very  sources,  and  depraving  public  mo- 
rals; and  though  the  facts  have  been  proved  to  the 
administration  and  to  the  world,  yet,  by  the  wilful 
neglect  of  the  executive  to  remove  those  officers 
from  place,  they  have  been  countenanced  and  en- 
couraged in  their  criminal  practices.  We  have  seen 
men,  rejected  or  discarded  by  the  people  from  pub- 
lic trusts  sought  at  their  hands,  immediately  indem- 
nified by  the  executive  for  their  disappointment,  by 
offices  conferred  on  them  of  honor,  trust  and  emo- 
lument. 

We  have  seen  the  executive  patronage  enlarged 
and  extended  by  such  an  extravagant  and  waste- 
ful expenditure  as  no  man  had  imagined  the  possi- 
bility of;  and,  by  the  corrupt  and  corrupting  influ- 
ence of  that  patronage,  we  now  find  the  executive 
exalted  above  the  legislature;  all  the  powers  of  go- 
vernment, in  effect,  concentrated  in  the  president; 
and  the  just  powers  of  congress — of  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people,  and  especially  of  the  represen- 
tatives of  the  states — reduced  to  insignificance  and 
contempt. 

We  have  seen  the  executive  veto,  designed  by 
the  constitution  only  as  a check  upon  hasty  and  un- 
advised legislation  of  congress,  exercised  on  so 
many  occasions,  and  in  so  many'  forms,  as  would 
have  shaken  a British  monarch  from  his  throne;  so 
exercised,  that  it  has  ceased  to  be  a passive,  and 
has  become  an  active  legislative  power;  so  exercis- 
ed, that  it  has  become  a vast,  various  and  over- 
whelming branch  of  prerogative;  so  exercised,  that 
the  president,  by  continually  defeating  the  will  of 
congress,  has,  in  effect,  constituted  himself  the  su- 
preme lawgiver  of  the  land. 

We  have  seen  the  president  proposing  measures 
for  regulating  the  whole  financial  system  of  the 
government;  such  measures  as  it  belongs  in  a pecu- 
liar manner  to  congress  to  devise  and  provide,  and 


which  the  president  at  most  has  only  a right  to  re- 
commend; persisting,  for  years,  in  pressing  the 
adoption  of  those  measures  upon  the  legislature,  in 
spite  of  the  disapprobation  and  resistance  of  a ma- 
jority of  the  representatives  of  the  people,  and  of  a 
majority  of  the  people  themselves;  and  still  de- 
pending upon  the  power  and  influence  of  the  exe- 
cutive to  overcome  that  resistance  at  last. 

We  see  a design  on  foot,  and  vve  fear  in  the  pro- 
gress of  accomplishment,  suggested  and  recom- 
mended by  the  executive,  to  abandon  and  throw 
away  (under  color  of  a graduation  of  prices  of  re- 
fuse public  lands — which  is  only  the  beginning) 
the  vast  public  domain  that  belongs  to  the  whole 
nation;  to  deprive  all  participation  in  the  benefit  of 
that  domain  the  old  states  of  the  union,  with  whose 
treasures  a part  of  it  was  purchased,  and  the  resi- 
due vested  in  the  federal  government  by  their  free 
grant,  and  a large  portion  of  it  by  the  cession  of  Vir- 
ginia, upon  the  express  trust  that  “should  it  be  con- 
sidered as  a common  fund  for  the  use  and  benefit  of 
such  of  the  United  States  as  had  become  or  should 
become  members  of  the  confederation  or  federal 
alliance  of  the  said  states,  Virginia  inclusive,  ac- 
cording to  their  usual  respective  proportions  in  the 
general  charge  and  expenditure,  and  should  be 
faithfully  and  bona  fide  disposed  of  for  that  purpose, 
and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose  whatsoever.”  And 
if  it  be  the  object  of  this  scheme,  as  apparently  it 
is,  and  as  we  believe  it  to  be,  to  conciliate  the  favor 
of  the  new  states,  for  the  re-election  of  the  present 
president  to  office,  and  for  aspirants  to  the  succes- 
sion; and  if  the  old  states  shall  stand  patiently  by, 
and  let  the  first  step  of  the  operation  be  achieved; 
then  we  shall  see  accomplished  a stupendous  scheme 
of  corruption,  of  which  no  example  is  to  be  found 
in  the  history  of  mankind. 

We  have  seen  a claim  asserted  by  the  president 
to  a constitutional  right  to  the  custody  of  all  public 
treasure  and  public  property,  independent  of  and 
imprescriptible  by  law,  inferred  from  a pretended 
constitutional  right  asserted  by  him,  not  only  to  ap- 
point, but  to  remove  at  his  will  and  pleasure,  every 
officer  to  whose  care  any  public  treasure  or  pro- 
perty may  be  confided;  and  we  see  this  monstrous 
pretension  now,  through  the  prevalence  of  the  exe- 
cutive power,  regarded  as  settled  doctrines. 

We  have  seen  the  principle  asserted  by  the  pre- 
sident that  the  executive  administration  is  a unit, 
and  this  practical  consequence  deduced  from  that 
odd  and  noval  dogma — that  all  executive  officers 
are  the  mere  servants  or  agents  of  the  president,  re- 
sponsible to  the  nation  for  their  conduct;  a doctrine 
which,  if  admitted,  and  carried  out  in  practice,  will 
destroy  all  responsibility,  and  abrogate  the  power 
of  impeachment  of  officers  of  government  for  offi- 
cial misconduct  or  crimes,  since,  to  impeach  the 
president,  the  leader  and  head  of  the  dominant  party 
for  the  time  being,  is,  in  every  practical  view,  im- 
possible. 

We  have  seen  the  president  openly  and  daringly 
interposing  to  defeat  investigations  of  a committee 
of  congress  into  public  abuses,  and  to  shield  his 
officers  from  inquiry,  unless  specific  charges  should 
be  first  preferred  against  them;  such  specific 
charges  as,  without  such  inquiry'  as  he  deter- 
mined to  prevent,  it  was  manifestly  impossible  to 
frame  and  prefer;  and  thus  the  function  of  the  house 
of  representatives,  as  the  grand  inquest  of  the  na- 
tion, has  been  for  the  time,  and,  if  the  dominant 
party  shall  continue  in  power,  will  be  permanently 
and  forever,  annihilated. 

We  have  seen  the  share  of  the  power  of  appoint- 
ment to  office,  confided  by  the  constitution  to  the 
senate,  rendered  wholly  nugatory  by  the  practice 
of  the  president,  whenever  the  senate  has  declined 
to  confirm  his  nomination  of  an  officer,  to  leave  the 
office  vacant,  and  the  public  duties  belonging  to  it 
unexecuted,  till  the  senate  had  conformed  to 
his  will. 

We  have  seen  efforts  made  by  the  executive  and 
its  friends,  and  persisted  in,  to  divide  the  people 
into  two  distinct  and  hostile  classes,  to  array  the 
poor,  against  the  rich,  and  to  represent  all  indivi- 
dual wealth  as  a just  object  of  jealousy  to  the 
great  body  of  the  community;  as  if  there  really 
W’ere  any  such  distinct  classes  known  in  our  coun- 
try, or,  under  our  laws,  capable  of  being  created 
and  established;  as  if,  according  as  the  exertions  of 
honest  industry  and  enterprise  succeed  or  fail,  the 
poor  w'ere  not  daily  growing  rich,  and  the  rich  sink- 
ing into  poverty;  as  if  individual  wealth  were  not 
the  inevitable  result  of  the  security  of  private  pro- 
perty, and  the  security  of  honest  acquisition  a 
blessing  to  the  poor  as  well  as  the  rich;  and  as  if 
national  wealth  were  any  thing  more  than  the  ag- 
gregate of  individual  wealth.  The  present  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  has,  in  a solemn  message 
to  congress,  denounced  “the  dangerous  influences 
that  arise  in  periods  of  excessive  prosperity,  and 
' the  anti-republican  tendencies  of  associated  wealth;” 
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in  other  words,  that  accumulation  of  capital  by  the 
contribution  of  many  individuals,  which,  though 
the  contributors  look  to  their  own  advantage,  is  ne- 
cessary in  all  countries,  and  especially  in  this 
country,  to  render  industry  active  and  successful, 
and  indispensable  to  the  accomplishment  of  those 
vast  works  of  internal  improvement  now  happily 
in  progress  throughout  the  country,  the  advantage 
of  which  must  redound  to  each  and  every  indivi- 
dual citizen,  and  which  will  tend  (above  all  things, 
except  a wise,  just,  and  prudent  administration  of 
the  federal  government)  to  promote  and  to  pre- 
serve the  harmony,  the  prosperity,  and  the  integrity 
of  the  union. 

It  is  true  that,  while  the  executive  government  of 
the  United  States  has  thus  been  advancing  by  hasty 
and  enormous  strides  to  a simple  elective  monar- 
chy, the  ministers  of  that  government,  from  the 
highest  to  the  lowest,  and  their  leading  partisans, 
have  been  continually  making  the  loudest  profes- 
sions of  zeal  for  democracy.  But  of  those  profes- 
sions we  are  compelled  to  distrust  the  sincerity; 
because  we  can  recollect  no  pledge  given  by  the 
men  in  power,  as  a motive  to  the  people  to  elevate 
them  to  office,  that  has  been  redeemed;  no  one  pro- 
mise that  has  been  fulfilled;  no  profession  of  opi- 
nion,  principle,  orfeeling  which  they  have  not  utter- 
ly disregarded;  and  because  the  history  of  the 
transition  of  republican  governments  into  monar- 
chies, in  all  countries  and  in  all  times,  evinces  that 
monarchy  has  always  advanced  and  got  possession 
under  the  mask  of  ultra-democracy.  Monarchical 
principles  and  practices,  the  arts  of  corruption,  the 
doctries  of  agrarianism,  and  all  the  countless  vices 
and  follies  they  must  in  the  end  engender  and  ma- 
ture, cannot  be  endured  without  danger  to  the  re- 
public; without  drying  up  the  sources  of  national 
prosperty,  overturning  the  foundations  of  civil  li- 
berty and  social  happiness,  and  introducing  discord, 
confusion,  violence  and  misery  in  place  of  that  har- 
mony, order,  peace  and  freedom  which  it  was  the 
object  of  our  benignant  institutions  to  promote  and 
to  secure. 

For  the  truth  of  all  the  general  charges  which 
have  been  here  preferred  against  the  present  chief 
magistrate  and  his  immediate  predecessor,  we  refer 
our  fellow  citizens  to  the  history  of  their  adminis- 
tration— to  notorious  and  recorded  facts.  We  chal- 
lenge inquiry,  and  defy  refutation. 

It  is  the  deliberate  and  undoubting  conviction  of 
this  convention,  that  a majority  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  and  especially  a majority  of  the  peo- 
ple of  this  state,  are  sensible  of  the  vices  of  the 
existing  administration  of  the  federal  government, 
and  of  the  evils  those  vices  portend,  and  conse- 
quently of  the  necessity  of  discarding  Mr.  Van 
Buren  from  public  confidence  and  office.  At  the 
same  time,  we  are  painfully  aware  that  there  are 
divisions  of  opinion  among  us  on  points  in  them- 
selves of  trival  importance  compared  with  the  great 
objects  as  to  which  we  all  agree,  which,  if  we  shall 
perversely  continue  to  regard  and  foster,  will  ren- 
der the  will  of  the  majority  wholly  inefficient,  howT- 
ever  great  that  majority  may  be,  and  leave  the 
election  of  the  president  to  the  united,  combined, 
disciplined  exertions  of  a minority.  We  see  in  the 
conduct  of  the  partisans  of  the  president,  in  their 
continual  efforts  to  sow  or  to  inflame  divisions 
among  us,  and  their  care  to  note  and  exhibit  to  the 
people  every  diversity  of  sentiment  which  inde- 
pendence of  thought  and  individuality  of  charac- 
ter have  produced,  the  conviction  they  entertain 
that  their  hopes  of  success  rest  on  our  divisions 
and  their  own  unanimity. 

If  it  shall  turn  out  in  the  sequel  that  the  vast  and 
all-pervading  power  of  the  executive  is  alone  com- 
petent to  organize,  combine,  and  direct  a party  to 
decide  the  election  of  a president,  then  the  same 
influence  w'hich  will  enable  Mr.  Van  Buren  to  ac- 
complish his  own  re-election  will  also  enable  him 
to  dictate  the  election  of  his  successor;  and  we 
cannot  but  louk  with  horror  and  dismay  to  the  dy- 
nasty to  which  he  may  transmit  his  power. 

Ir.  fine,  this  convention,  while  it  knows  that  con- 
cert and  co-operation  among  those  who  are  opposed 
to  the  re-election  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  to  the  presi- 
dency are  absolutely  necessary  to  their  success,  is 
happy  in  the  conviction  that  such  concert  and  co- 
operation will  prove  sufficient  to  remove  him  from 
olfice,  and  to  elect  a trust-worthy  successor. 

Resolved,  therefore , That  it  is  expedient  that  as 
many  delegates  as  Virginia  is  entitled  to  electors  in 
the  presidential  election  shall  be  chosen  and  deput- 
ed by  this  convention  to  the  national  convention 
proposed  to  be  held  at  Harrisburgh  in  December 
next,  to  representthe  whig  party  of  Virginia  in  the 
selection,  nomination  and  recommendation  of  pro- 
per candidates  to  be  supported  by  the  whole  party 
throughout  the  union  for  the  offices  of  president 
and  vice  president  of  the  United  States;  and  that 
two  of  those  delegates  be  selected  from  the  state  at 


large,  and  one  from  each  congressional  district  of 
the  state. 

Resolved,  That  whether  we  have  regard  to  the 
opinions  and  wishes  of  the  constituents  we  represent 
or  to  the  talents,  long  experience  in  public  affairs, 
and  tried  virtue,  which  combine  to  constitute  the 
wisdom  of  a great  statesman,  Henry  Clay,  of  Ken- 
tucky is,  in  our  opinion,  the  man  who  ought  to  be 
nominated  and  supported  for  the  office  of  president 
of  the  United  States;  and  that  N.  P.  Tallmadge,  of 
New  York  ought  to  be  nominated  and  supported  for 
the  office  of  vice  president:  nevertheless,  if  other 
citizens,  concurring  with  us  in  opposition  to  the 
measures  and  principles  of  the  existing  administra- 
tion, shall  be  preferred  by  the  national  convention 
at  Harrisburg  as  proper  candidates  to  be  nominated 
for  those  high  offices  respectively,  we  hereby  pledge 
ourselves  to  give  our  hearty  and  zealous  support  to 
the  candidates  who  shall  be  so  preferred  and  no- 
minated. 

Resolved,  That  for  the  purpose  of  disseminating 
true  information  among  the  people,  of  counteract- 
ing misrepresentations,  of  communication  of  views, 
of  representing  to  the  whig  party  the  necessity  of 
active  exertions,  and  of  giving  to  those  exertions 
the  most  perfect  concert  as  well  as  energy, there  be 
appointed  by  the  convention  a central  committee  to 
consist  of  twenty-one  citizens  devoted  to  the  cause, 
residing  at  or  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  city  of 
Richmond:  and  that  it  be,  and  is  hereby,  earnestly 
recommended  to  the  whig  party  for  each  and  every 
county,  city,  borough  and  town  in  the  common- 
wealth, to  appoint  committees  of  vigilance,  to  com- 
municate, as  occasion  shall  occur,  with  the  central 
committee,  and  generally  to  effectuate  the  other 
purposes  in  this  resolution  mentioned. 

Resolved,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said 
central  committee  to  take  early  measures  to  ascer- 
tain whether  the  delegates  chosen  and  deputed  by 
this  convention  to  the  national  convention  at  Har- 
risburg will  be  able  to  attend  that  convention  or  not; 
and  if  any  of  them  shall,  for  any  cause,  decline  the 
service,  or  in  case  of  the  death  of  any  of  them,  or  of 
any  inability  of  any  of  them  to  attend  the  central 
committee  at  Richmond  be,  and  are  hereby,  au- 
thorised to  fill  any  such  vacancy. 

Resolved,  That  a committee  to  consist  of  twenty- 
one  members,  (namely,  one  for  each  congressional 
district)  be  appointed  to  nominate  the  delegates 
proposed  to  be  sent  to  the  national  convention  by 
the  first  of  the  above  resolutions. 

The  resolutions  were  then  successively  pro- 
pounded from  the  chair,  and  unanimously  adopted 
except  that  the  second  resolution  was  opposed  by 
one  negative  voice. 

Mr.  Dabney,  of  Albemarle,  the  member  who  had 
voted  against  the  second  resolution,  explained  that 
the  vote  was  not  given  in  consequence  of  any  dis- 
sent from  the  preference  expressed  for  Mr.  Clay 
and  Mr.  Talmadge,  whose  nomination  he  cordial- 
ly approved,  and  would  heartily  support. 

The  chair  then  announced  the  following  com- 
mittee to  select  representatives  to  the  Harrisburg 
convention,  viz:  Messrs.  Miller,  of  Powhatan,  Col- 
ton, of  Elizabeth  city,  Bolling,  of  Petersburg,  Ken- 
non,  of  Mecklenburg,  'Wilson,  of  Cumberland, 
Panned,  of  Pittsylvania,  Donald,  of  Bedford,  Yer- 
by,  of  Northampton,  Dickinson,  ofCaroline,  French, 
of  Prince  William,  Wickham,  of  Hanover,  Harris, 
of  Louisa,  Chapman,  of  Orange,  Colston,  of  Lou- 
don, Dandridge,  of  Jefferson,  Jones,  of  Pendleton, 
Kinney,  of  Augusta,  Preston,  of  Montgomery,  Stu- 
art, of  Greenbrier,  McDonald,  of  Hampshire,  Good- 
ing, of  Ohio. 

The  convention  then  adjourned  to  meet  at  four 
o’clock. 

That  hour  having  ariived,  and  the  convention  re- 
assembled. 

Mr.  Miller,  from  the  committee  to  select  repre- 
sentatives to  Harrisburg,  reported  that  the  commit- 
tee had  nominated  the  following  gentlemen,  viz: 

Benjamin  W.  Leigh,  of  Richmond  city  ami  James 
Barbour,  of  Orange  county,  delegates  from  the 
state  at  large. 

1st  district — Dr.  Francis  Mallory,  of  Elizabeth 
city. 

2d — James  W.  Pegram,  of  Petersburg. 

3d — -William  S.  Archer,  of  Amelia. 

4th — Richard  Kidder  Meade,  of  Dinwiddie. 

5th — George  Morton  Payne,  of  Buckingham. 

6th — Vincent  Witcher,  of  Pittsylvania. 

7th — William  Martin,  of  Henry. 

Sth — John  Tyler,  of  Williamsburg. 

9th — James  M.  Garnett,  of  Essex. 

10th — Willoughby  Newton,  of  Westmoreland. 

11th — Gen.  J.  B.  Harvie,  of  Henrico. 

12th — Col.  Isaac  A.  Coles,  of  Albemarle. 

13th — Jones  Green,  of  Culpeper. 

14th — John  Janney,  ofLoudoun. 

15th — Henry  Berry,  of  Jefferson. 

16th — Augustus  Waterman,  of  Rockingham. 


17th — Gen.  Briscoe  G.  Baldwin,  of  Staunton. 

18th — Gen.  Peter  C.  Johnston,  of  Scott. 

19th — George  W.  Summers,  of  Kanawha. 

20th — Gideon  Draper  Camden,  of  Harrison. 

21st — Jesse  Edgington,  of  Brooke. 

Which  report  was  unnanimously  concurred  in  by 
the  tonvenlion. 

In  pursuance  of  the  recommendation  of  the  com- 
mitte  of  23,  the  following  gentlemen  were  appoint- 
ed a central  committee  for  the  state  of  Virginia, 
viz:  William  H.  Macfarland,  gen.  J.  B.  Harvie, 
Sidney,  S.  Baxter,  James  Lyons,  John  M.  Botts. 
Holden  Rhodes,  gen.  Bernard  Peyton,  Wyndham 
Robertson,  J ames  M.  Wickham,  Peachy  R.  Grat- 
tan, Lewis  W.  Chamberlayne,  Henry  L.  Brooke, 
Francis  B.  Deane,  jr.  col.  George  M.  Carrington, 
Sherwin  McRae,  John  B.  Young,  Isaac  A.  Good- 
din,  Dr.  Micajah  Clark,  Samuel  Taylor  and  John 
Hampden  Pleasants. 

On  motion  of  M.  Dorman, 

Resolved,  That  each  member  of  this  convention 
contribute  the  sum  of  five  dollars  towards  advanc- 
ing the  objects  for  which  it  has  assembled,  and 
that  the  same  be  paid  to  Kenton  Harper,  to  be 
transmitted  to  the  central  committee,  after  defray- 
ing the  necessary  expenses  incurred  here. 

Mr.  Newton,  of  Westmoreland,  now  rose,  and 
observing  that  the  report  of  the  committee  of  twen- 
ty-three had  been  limited  to  a preamble  and  resolu- 
tions, without  presenting  an  address  to  the  people 
of  Virginia,  read  in  his  place  an  able  address,  the 
adoption  of  which  he  asked,  as  carrying  out  only 
more  at  large  the  same  views  presented  in  the  pre- 
amble and  resolutions. 

Gen.  Lewis,  of  Rockingham  and  Mr.  Chapman 
Johnson,  while  they  most  cordially  subscribed  to 
the  sentiments  of  the  paper  offered  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Westmoreland,  suggested  the  impropriety 
of  adopting  two  papers  containing  the  same  senti- 
ments, and  varying  only  in  form. 

Mr.  Newton  replied  at  some  length,  urging  the 
entire  agreement  and  coincidence  of  the  pream- 
ble and  the  address,  and  the  consistency  of  adopt- 
ing both. 

Mr.  Leigh  entered  into  a variety  of  view's  to 
show  the  incongruity  of  adopting  the  address  under 
the  circumstances  of  the  case,  whilst  he  fully  as- 
sented to  its  principles. 

Mr.  Archer,  of  Amelia,  expressing  his  high  ap- 
probation of  the  address,  nevertheless  urged  the 
same  views,  and,  appealing  to  Mr.  Newton  to  with- 
draw it,  Mr.  Newton  did  so  accordingly. 

Mr.  Miller,  of  Powhatan,  expressing  his  satisfac- 
tion at  this  result,  now  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tions, which  were  unanimously  adopted,  to  wit:  A 
resolution  of  thanks  to  the  president  and  secretaries 
and  to  the  citizens  of  Staunton,  for  their  attention, 
kindness  and  hospitality. 

The  president  of  the  convention,  in  a brief  ad- 
dress, returned  his  thanks  for  the  resolution  just 
passed,  and  again,  and  in  the  most  earnest  manner, 
invited  the  whig  party  to  “sink  or  swin”  with  their 
principles,  but  never  with  men,  and  congratulated 
the  convention  on  the  cheering  prospects  which  sa- 
luted the  whig  party. 

And  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dorman,  the  con- 
vention adjourned  sine  die. 

A correspondent  of  the.Richmond  Whig,  in  notic- 
ing the  proceedings  of  the  convention  observes: 

The  speeches  of  Messrs.  Leigh,  Johnson,  Arch- 
er and  Newton,  when  they  touched  upon  the  ini- 
quities of  our  rulers  and  tne  state  of  public  affairs, 
were  received  with  loud  cheers.  When  Mr.  Leigh 
proclaimed  war — war  to  the  knife — the  spaeious 
church  rang  with  applause.  But  few  assemblies 
have  congregated  in  our  country  of  superior  intel- 
ligence— not  one,  I venture  to  say  more  disintested 
in  its  patriotism — One  spirit  of  zeal  in  the  cause, 
determination  to  make  it  succeed,  and  cheerful 
confidence  in  the  issue,  pervaded  the  entire  mass. 
Various  individuals  exchanged  pledges  to  devote 
their  energies  to  the  triumph  of  a cause  which 
they  believe  involves  the  happiness  and  liberty  of 
their  country.  Let  this  spirit  but  diffuse  itself  over 
the  community — let  every  man  but  do  his  part  vi- 
gorously and  faithfully  in  his  sphere — let  but  light 
be  diffused  among  those  whose  situation  cuts  them 
off  from  an  habitual  acquaintance  with  public  af- 
fairs— and  not  a doubt  need  be  entertained  of  the 
regeneration  of  Virginia  by  a large  majority.  It 
is  a great  mistake  to  suppose  the  mass  of  the  people 
corrupted.  They  are  now  what  they  have  been, 
having  no  end  but  the  public  good.  Corruption 
stalks  abroad  in  the  great  cities,  and  around  the 
land  offices — wherever  patronage  comes  in  direct 
contact  with  the  community.  But  the  mass, 
the  yeomanry,  are  yet  uncontaminated.  Con- 
vince them  where  there  interest  and  the  honor  of 
their  country  ]ie,  and  they  will  be  found  steadily 
pursuing  them. 
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Army.  “Camp  Washington  was  evacuted  on  Wed- 
nesday, the  3d  inst.  The  4th  regiment  of  artillery 
went  off  that  day,  about  1 o’clock,  in  a train  specially 
sent  tor  the  purpose  of  carrying  them  to  New  Bruns- 
wick- The  privates  occupied  thirty-three  cars,  drawn 
by  one  locomotive.  Another  locomotive  with  three 
cars,  and  the  officers  of  the  regiment  followed  alter. 
The  privates  were  in  fine  spirits,  and  as  the  large  train, 
consisting  of  cars  of  all  kinds,  moved  off,  they  rent 
the  air  with  shouts  of  exultation. 

At  New  Brunswick,  they  took  boats  for  Albany, 
whence  they  will  proceed  to  Buffalo,  Cleveland  and 
Detroit,  a part  being  stationed,  we  believe,  at  each  of 
these  places.”  [ N . Jersey  State  Gazette. 

The  New  York  Star  states  that  the  secretary  of  war, 
together  with  general  Macomb  and  general  Scott, 
have  held  a consultation  on  the  best  mode  of  carrying 
on  the  campaign  the  ensuing  winter  in  Florida,  and,  if 
possible,  terminating  the  war.  Gen.  Scott  may  possi- 
bly assume  the  command. 

M.  Arago  the  French  philosopher,  gives  notice  that 
he  has  discovered  a mode  of  preventing  the  occurrence 
ol  hail  and  thunder  storms.  His  plan  is  to  discharge 
the  electric  fluid  of  clouds  by  means  of  a balloon,  fur- 
nished with  small  lightening  roads,  which  are  to  com- 
municate with  the  ground. 

Boston.  The  city  councils  of  Boston  have  agreed  to 
send  fifty-six  representatives  to  the  lower  house  of  the 
state  legislature,  the  number  to  which  that  city  is  en- 
titled by  the  new  arrangement  that  curtailed  the  repre- 
sentation. 

Charleston,  S.  C.  A line  of  packet  ships  is  about  to 
go  into  operation  at  Charleston,  to  run  monthly  be- 
tween that  port  and  Liverpool.  The  Courier  states 
that  the  merchants,  who  have  the  honor  of  originating 
this  patriotic  and  public  spirited  enterprise,  are  Messrs. 
Jonathan  Lucas,  James  Robertson  & Co.  and  Hig- 
ham,  Fife  & Co. 

Canal  tolls.  A comparative  statement  of  tolls  re- 
ceived on  the  New  York  state  canals,  as  follows: 


1838. 

1839. 

April, 

$127,670  40 

$103,019  40 

May, 

213,355  22 

301.638  80 

June, 

173,096  00 

198,972  09 

July, 

160,685  04 

153,792  41 

August, 

171,938  03 

150,899  65 

$846,744  81 

913,322  35 
846,744  81 

Increase, 

$66,577  54 

Crops  in  Maine.  The  first  frost  was  on  Sept.  29th, 
but  the  corn  crops,  fortunately  were  beyond  its  reach. 
There  will  be  but  two-thirds  of  a crop  of  the  famous 
potatoes  which  the  peculiar  climate  and  soil  of  this 
state,  analogous  to  that  of  Nova  Scotia,  produce.  For- 
tunately, however,  a much  greater  quantity  than  usual 
was  planted. 

CheroJcees.  The  Little  Rock,  (Ark.)  Times  of  the 
29th  July  states  that  there  had  been  some  fighting 
among  the  Cherokee  Indians  on  the  western  frontier, 
but  no  desire  was  manifested  to  trouble  the  whites. 

Cyane.  The  Smyrna  Journal  states  that  the  Ameri- 
can corvette  Cyane  arrived  in  the  Smyrna  roads  on  the 
20th  ult.  and  left  on  the  24th  for  Marseilles,  calling  at 
Malta.  All  the  vessels  of  the  United  States  navy  in 
the  Levant,  with  the  exception  of  the  Brandywine  fri- 
gate, are  about  to  take  their  departure  for  the  coast  of 
France. 

Corsican  steamboat.  The  St.  Louis  Republican  of 
the  17th  ultimo  says:  “By  a passenger,  who  came  up 
in  the  New  York  last  night,  we  learn  that  the  fever  is 
making  fearful  ravages  among  the  passengers  and 
hands  on  board  this  ooat.  She  left  New  Orleans  with 
fifty  passengers,  some  of  whom  died  on  the  passage  to 
the  mouth  of  the  Ohio.  There,  three  died  and  were 
buried,  and  twelve  or  fifteen  more  were  lying  at  the 
point  of  death  when  she  left  for  this  port.  About  ten 
miles  below  cape  Girardeau,  the  Corsican  grounded, 
where  she  lay  when  the  New  York  passed;  three  or 
more  deaths  had  occurred  after  their  departure  from 
the  mouth.  Mr.  McAlister,  the  clerk  of  the  Corsican, 
was  in  command,  and  was  well.  Capt.  Lockwood  re- 
mained at  home  this  trip.” 

The  tide  water  canal  cases.  Hartford  county  court, 
judges  Purviance  and  Magruder  sitting,  have  set  aside 
the  inquisition  of  the  jury  in  the  case  of  Mrs.  Archer 
against  the  Susquehanna  tide  water  canal.  Tne  effect 
of  this  decision  is  to  bring  the  case  before  a new  jury. 
The  damages  awarded  to  Mrs.  Archer  by  the  former 
jury  amounted  to  upwards  of  §122,000. 

From  China.  The  ship  Panama,  at  New  York, 
brings  advices  to  the  1st  June,  of  which  the  following 
is  the  substance:  The  Chinese  government  still  per- 
sisted is  demanding  the  bond,  as  it  was  termed,  of  fo- 
reigners, on  securing  with  the  Hong  merchants  ships 
entering  the  port,  and  consequently  no  foreign  vessels 
were  brought  into  the  river  under  a conviction  that  the 
trade  could  not  go  oil  till  the  government  should  aban- 
don the  attempt  to  enforce  the  new  regulations,  of 
which  it  showed  no  intention.  Nearly  all  the  foreign 
commercial  houses  had  completely  broken  up  their  es 
tablishments  in  Canton,  and  retired  to  Macao  or  else- 
where, and  very  few  foreigners  of  any  nation  remain- 
ed. All  the  foreign  consuls  were  at  Macao.  The 
chief  superintendent  of  British  trade  had  chartered  the 


barque  Ariel,  which  sailed  for  Macao  May  29th,  and 
passed  Anjier  July  6th,  to  carry  despatches  for  the 
British  government  to  a port  on  tne  Red  Sea,  (Cossier) 
where  she  was  to  remain  till  they  could  be  forwarded 
to  London,  and  an  answer  obtained  from  thence, 
which  the  same  vessel  was  to  bring  back  to  Macao. 

Emigrants.  Two  hundred  of  the  Prussian  emi- 
grants, who  have  been  congregating  here,  left  this 
morning  for  Milwaukie  in  the  "Wayne.  §1,500  was 
paid  for  their  passage.  [ Buffalo  Advocate. 

Florida.  The  subject  of  a division  of  the  territory 
is  becoming  one  of  considerable  interest.  A large 
portion  of  the  inhabitants  of  East  Florida  are  favorable 
to  a division  at  the  Suwanee — and  we  understand  that 
not  a small  portion  of  the  inhabitants  of  Middle  Flori- 
da, since  the  rejection  of  the  constitution,  are  willing  to 
exscind  East  Florida,  as  a worthless  limb,  from  the 
body  corporate.  Our  delegate,  though  personally  fa- 
vorable to  the  division,  is  pledged  against  the  division, 
unless  expressly  sanctioned  by  the  people  of  p’lorida. 
We  hope  he  will  not  consider  his  election  as  giving 
such  sanction.  If  the  integrity  of  the  union  be  dis- 
solved, West  Florida  will  insist  upon  being  joined  to 
Alabama;  when  that  time  comes,  South  Florida  will 
speak  her  sentiments  upon  the  subject,  and  though  she 
may  speak  with  a small  voice,  and  a modest  and  diffi- 
dent air,  yet  the  justice  of  her  claim  to  a distinct  and 
separate  empire  must  prevail.  South  Florida  can  sup- 
port a government  by  herself,  that  will  be  respectable. 
Joined  to  the  rest  of  Florida,  she  is  only  tributary  to 
the  advancement  of  this  silly  faction  or  that. 

{Key  West  Floridian. 

Flour.  The  total  amount  of  wheat  and  flour  arriv- 
ing at  tho  Hudson  river  through  the  Erie  canal,  from 
the  opening  of  the  navigation  to  the  1st  October  in 
each  of  the  years  1838  and  1839,  was  as  follows: 

1838  equal  to  579,698  barrels. 

1839  do.  to  514,544  barrels. 


Showing  a falling  off  equal  to  165,154  barrels,  or 
about  25  per  cent. 

What  the  amount  coming  in  at  Buffalo  from  Ohio 
and  Michigan  is  we  have  not  the  means  of  stating. — 
One  thing,  however,  is  certain,  that  the  enormous 
quantities  which  were  calculated  upon  from  those  states 
this  year  have  not  been  received,  or  if  they  have,  that 
they  have  been  stopped  and  consumed  in  our  own 
state.  Not  only  so,  but  our  own  production  has  fallen 
off  25  per  cent. 

Iowa.  The  sale  of  lots  in  Iowa  city,  the  seat  of  go- 
vernment for  the  territory  of  Iowa,  has  been  quite  large 
— fully  equal  to  expectation,  notwithstanding  the  hard 
times.  Thiuy  lots  sold  on  the  first  day  brought  about 
$5,000,  and  the  proceeds  of  the  three  days’  sales,  it 
was  believed,  would  not  fall  short  of  $15,000.  Lots 
fronting  on  the  public  square,  the  proposed  site  for  the 
state  house,  brought  from  $400  to  $600. 

Indians.  Death  of  an  Indian  chief.  Big  Kettle,  one 
of  the  chiefs  of  the  Seneca  nation,  died  at  the  Reserva- 
tion yesterday,  aged  55  years.  He  was  one  of  those 
who  strenuously  opposed  the  treaty  held  out  to  them  on 
the  part  of  the  government,  and  up  to  the  hour  of  his 
death,  persisted  in  opposing  every  effort  to  remove  him 
from  the  hunting  grounds  of  his  fathers.  His  loss  will 
be  seriously  felt  by  the  nation. 

Lo!  the  poor  Indian.  A box  containing  $1,000  in 
specie,  was  stolen  from  Dan  Two  Guns,  a Seneca 
chief,  on  Monday  night  last.  The  money  was  to  have 
been  paid  to  the  Indians  as  their  annuity. 

[Buffalo  Commercial. 

Literary.  Samuel  L.  Southard,  the  distinguished 
senator  from  New  Jersey,  has  accepted  an  invitation 
to  deliver  the  introductory  lecture  before  the  Boston 
lyceum,  in  a few  weeks. 

A sloop  of  war  launched.  The  beautiful  sloop  of 
war  “Dale”  was  launched  yesterday  from  our  navy 
yard.  She  glided  from  the  stocks  into  her  adopted 
element  in  grand  style,  in  the  presence  of  a large  con- 
course of  spectators.  [Phil.  Inq. 

Mississippi  river.  Some  efforts  have  lately  been 
made  to  increase  the  depth  of  water  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Mississippi.  The  New  Orleans  Bee  complains  that 
the  work  was  abandoned  after  ten  days  labor.  The 
sum  of  $230,000  was  expended  in  the  procuring  of  ma- 
chinery and  in  prosecuting  the  work  for  that  period; 
the  channel  cut  was  then  abandoned  to  the  waves  and 
sand.  The  labor  of  another  ten  days,  according  to  the 
statement  of  the  Bee,  will  be  required  to  restore  the 
channel  to  the  condition  in  which  it  was  left.  The 
further  prosecution  of  the  work  is  urged. 

Mrs.  Jerome  Bonaparte.  The  Paris  correspondent 
of  the  New  York  Courier  writes,  under  date  of  17th 
September,  as  follows: 

Mrs.  Jerome  Bonaparte,  (Mrs.  Patterson),  has  arriv- 
ed in  our  capital,  with  the  intention  of  settling  definite- 
ly in  France.  Her  son,  who  was  compelled  to  quit 
Paris,  is  now  residing  in  Switzerland,  where  he  is  wait- 
ing until  the  ministers  of  France  and  Austria  go  secu- 
rity for  his  good  behavior,  in  the  pope’s  states,  to  be  au- 
thorised to  repair  to  Rome  to  receive  a sum  of  $50,000 
francs,  left  him  by  his  grand  uncle,  cardinal  Fesch. 

Morns  multicaulis.  An  auction  sale  of  5,000  morus 
muldcaulis  trees,  at  Messrs.  Templemen  and  Dicltin- 
son’s,  was  made  yesterday  at  ten  cents  per  tree,  to  be 
paid  on  the  delivery  of  the  trees  in  November.  None 
of  the  tiees  were  under  five  feet  high,  and  they  were  of 


luxuriant  growth. — 100,000  trees  were  offered  at  the 
same  time  by  the  foot;  but  there  was  no  bid. 

[Richmond  Compiler,  Oct.  11. 

Mysterious  disappearance.  Much  apprehension  is 
felt  at  Paris,  Henry  county,  Tenn.  for  the  safety  of 
Messrs.  Brown  and  Willey,  of  that  place,  who  left  there 
on  the  6th  of  July  last,  and  have  not  since  been  heard 
from.  They  were  hatters  and  engaged  in  a flourishing 
business.  One  of  them  was  bound  to  the  east  to  pur- 
chase materials,  and  had  in  his  possession  a consider- 
able amount  of  money  in  specie;  the  other  accompa- 
nied him  to  Smithland,  where  he  was  to  meet  a gentle- 
man with  whom  he  had  some  business  to  transact. 
They  have  been  traced  as  far  as  that  point,  nor  can  any 
thing  further  be  heard  of  them.  The  gentleman  who 
was  to  meet  them  at  Sinithfield  was  there  at  the  ap- 
pointed time,  but  saw  neither  of  them.  It  is  supposed 
that  they  have  been  murdered,  as  they  were  not  in  em- 
barrassed circumstances,  and  no  cause  can  be  assign- 
ed for  their  failure  to  appear-  A meeting  of  the  citi- 
zens of  Paris  had  been  called  by  the  mayor  to  adopt 
some  measures  to  ascertain  their  fate. 

Railway.  An  experiment  has  been  made  in  Scot- 
land, by  building  a railway  along  side  of  the  Forth  and 
Clyde  canal,  and  propelling  boats  by  means  of  a loco- 
motive, instead  of  horses.  It  succeeded  in  taking  them 
the  whole  distance  of  the  line,  at  the  rate  of  eighteen 
miles  an  hour. 

Religious.  Within  the  year  ending  July  31st,  1839, 
the  various  Protestant  missionary  societies  have  re- 
ceived, for  foreign  missions  $547,210,  and  for  domestic 
missions  $236,661;  making  a total  of  $793,831,  to  which 
is  to  be  added  the  yet  unascertained  avails  of  the  Bible 
and  Tract  societies,  whose  funds  are  applied  to  a great 
extent,  to  the  spread  of  Christianity  among  the  heathen 
through  the  medium  of  missionaries. 

The  opening  of  the  western  rail  road  as  far  as 
Springfield,  Massachusetts,  took  place  on  the  first  of 
this  month,  and  was  celebrated  by  the  citizens  of  that 
place  in  a very  spirited  manner.  This  is  a continua- 
tion of  the  Boston  road  towards  the  Hudson,  where  it 
is  intended  to  unite  with  the  New  York  improvements. 

Santa  Fe  traders.  The  St.  Louis  Republican  of  the 
4th  instant  says:  We  learn  by  a gentleman  from  Jack- 
son  county,  that  the  annual  Santa  Fe  caravan  of  traders 
has  arrived  upon  the  borders  of  the  state  of  Missouri, 
bringing  with  them  a rich  return  for  their  labors. — 
They  have  with  them,  it  is  said,  a very  considerable 
amount  of  specie,  an  article  just  now  in  much  demand 
in  this  quarter. 

The  slavers  brought  into  New  York  recently  by  H. 
B.  M.  brig-of-war  Buzzard,  are,  it  is  reported,  to  pro- 
ceed again  to  Jamaica,  our  government  declined  inter- 
fering in  the  matter- 

Steamboat  burnt.  The  Spanish  government  having 
been  informed  that  the  British  steamer  Waterloo  was 
to  sail  from  London  with  10,000  stand  of  arms,  uni- 
forms, and  amunition  for  the  Carlists,  had  ordered  four 
vessels  to  cruise  continually  along  the  coast  to  prevent 
this  convoy  reaching  its  destination.  The  vessel  did 
not  reach  her  destination,  as  she  took  fire  on  Monday, 
off  the  Isle  of  Wright,  and  went  down  after  burning 
to  the  water’s  edge.  She  had  6,000  stand  of  arms  oil 
board.  The  whole  of  her  crew,  consisting  of  eleven 
men  and  one  passenger,  were  obliged  to  abandon  her, 
and  take  refuge  in  the  Nab  light  vessel.  They  lost  all 
their  clothes,  but  were  treated,  when  afterwards  brought 
to  shore  with  great  kindness.  [London paper. 

Mr.  Consul  Trist.  We  stated  yesterday  that  the  pre- 
sident had  recalled  this  functionary.  We  have  since 
seen  the  proceedings  of  the  committee  which  waited 
upon  the  president  on  the  subject,  and  must  say  that 
his  excellency  has  proved  himself  somewhat  “non- 
committal” in  the  matter.  The  substance  of  his  re- 
plies to  the  committee  was  to  this  purpose:  He  assured 
the  committee  that  he  should  take  active  and  decisive 
measures  to  sift  the  matter  between  consul  Trist  and 
capt.  Wendell.  The  president  also  assured  the  com- 
mittee that  consul  Trist  had  already  been  written  to  on 
the  subject,  and  that  no  doubt  but  Mr.  Trist  would  be 
in  New  York  very  soon,  where  he  trusted  that  he 
would  be  able  to  clear  up  his  character.  The  committee 
do  not  appear  to  be  altogether  satisfied  with  the  as- 
surances of  the  president,  but  say  they  will  delay  fur- 
ther action  until  the  first  day  of  November  but  no 
longer.  The  gallant  tars  will  not  be  trampled  on  with 
impunity.  [Balt.  Chron. 

Texas  loan.  The  New  York  Gazette  says  that  gen. 
Hamilton,  the  Texian  commissioner,  who  returned  in 
the  Liverpool,  had  placed  his  negotiation  for  the  Texian 
loan,  in  Europe,  in  a successlul  train,  with  every  pros- 
pect of  a final  success. 

Toast.  Philip  Hone,  esq.  at  the  dinner  given  a few 
days  since  by  the  Harlem  rail  road  company  to  a party 
of  guests,  gave  the  following  toast: 

By  Philip  Hone — The  locomotive — the  only  good  mo- 
tive for  riding  a man  upon  a.  rail. 

West  Indies.  Files  cf  the  Barbadian  to  the  7th  of 
Sept,  inclusive  have  been  received  at  the  N.  York  Ex- 
change reading  room.  The  paper  of  that  date  complains 
bitterly  of  the  parching  drougffi  with  which  the  land 
was  afflicted,  said  to  be  the  severest  ever  known  at  that 
time  of  year.  Its  effect  was  injurious  in  the  extreme 
upon  the  cane  crop,  the  Indian  corn,  and  ground  pro- 
visions generally.  A postscript,  however,  announces 
the  welcome  (all  of  rain  in  heavy  showers. 
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Spain,  Don  Carlos  retires  to  France  and  ends  the 
civil  war  14th  September  120,  130,  131 

Specie,  on  paying  in  118;  suspension  of,  payments 
by  the  banks  ol  Philadelphia,  and  south  and  west 
thereof  121,  122, 123;  various  items  relating  to  139  to  143 
States  of  the  union — Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Ver- 
mont, Rhode  Island,  New  York  134-5;  New  Jersey, 
(election),  Virginia,  South  Carolina  136;  Georgia,  (elec- 
tion), Alabama,  Louisiana,  Arkansas,  Tennessee  137; 
Ohio,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Missouri,  Michigan,  Iowa,  Wis- 
consin^Florida  138 

Waterloo  (British)  burnt  428 

Switzerland,  revolution  in  Zurich  120 

Tennessee,  legislature  met  118,  137;  notice  of  gov. 
Cannon’s  message  137 

Texas,  report  of  treaty  with  Mexico  118;  news  132 
Tide  Water  canal,  law  case  decided  128 

Toasts  128 

Turkey  and  Egypt  120;  affairs  of  131 

United  States  bank  of  Pennsylvania,  drafts  disho- 
nored in  Paris,  September  20th  120 

Virginia,  whig  state  convention  125;  items  136 
Weather,  drought  in  the  south  120;  in  the  West  In- 
dies . 123 

West  Indies,  drought  in  the  123 

Whigs,  state  convention  of  Virginia  125;  of  Vermont 
135;  of  Illinois  138 


£5“  We  have  received  several  letters  asking  us  to 
forward  deficient  numbers  of  previous  volumes — which 
we  are  making  arrangements  to  comply  with.  One  of 
the  six  numbers  which  was  due  of  the  last  volume,  was 
forwarded  to  subscribers  this  week;  the  five  yet  to  be 
printed  will  be  forwarded  in  succession. 


80“ Remittances  by  mail.  “A  postmaster  may  en- 
close money  in  a letter  to  the  publisher  of  a newspaper, 
to  pay  the  subscription  of  a third  person,  and  frank  the 
letter,  if  written  by  himself.” — Amos  Kendall. 

Some  of  our  subscribers  may  not  be  aware  that  they 
may  save  the  postage  on  subscription  money,  by  re- 
questing the  postmaster  where  they  reside  to  frank  their 
letters  containing  such  money,  he  being  able  to  satisfy 
himself  before  a letter  is  sealed,  that  it  contains  nothing 
but  what  refers  to  the  subscription.  [Am.  Farmer. 


FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 

News  by  the  Liverpool  steamer  to  the  20th  Sept, 
was  given  at  some  length  in  our  last.  We  subjoin 
further  extracts,  and  editorial  observations: 

British  affairs.  The  Baltimore  American 
observes,  “Although  there  seems  to  be  no  doubt 
that  Mr.  Jaudon  bad  made  arrangements  lo  meet 
the  protested  bills  on  the  Paris  agency  of  the  U.  S. 
bank,  yet  it  is  by  no  means  certain  that  this  arrange- 
ment will  prevent  the  necessity  of  drawing  the  re- 
quisite sum  in  specie  from  this  country.  The 
house  of  Rothschild  have  agreed  to  accept  the  bills 
only  on  condition  of  ample  security.  In  the  present 
state  of  the  English  money  market  there  can  be 
little  hope  of  permanent  assistance  from  that  quar- 
ter. The  last  monthly  statement  of  the  Bank  of 
England  exhibits  its  gold  and  silver  reduced  to 
£2,889,000 — with  a circulation  of  £17,960,000. 
In  addition  to  this  it  is  estimated  that  specie  to  the 
amount  of  £10,000,000  must  be  exported  to  pay 
for  breadstuffs  to  supply  the  alarming  deficiency  of 
the  home  product.  In  this  view  of  affairs  it  seems 
unavoidable  that  specie  from  the  United  States 
must  continue  to  go  out.  Something  may  doubt- 
less be  done  towards  alleviating  the  pressure  in  this 
country  by  the  exportation  of  our  surplus  bread- 
stuffs,  particularly  if  the  spirit  of  speculation  does 
not  run  up  prices  too  high,  and  thus  prevent  the 
British  from  becoming  purchasers  in  our  markets. 

The  failure  of  the  crops  in  England,  attended  as 
it  is  with  so  many  difficulties  in  financial  matters, 
will  hardly  be  without  effect  in  producing  political 
exigencies.  The  party  so  clamorous  for  the  repeal 
of  the  corn  laws  will,  of  course,  find  its  strength 
greatly  increased.  Yet  this  very  question  is  one 
upon  which  the  aristocracy  meet  with  undivided 
front,  aided  by  the  whole  interest  of  the  lesser 
landed  proprietors,  whose  power  in  parliament  is 
much  increased  by  the  last  reform  bill.  The  suc- 
cess of  the  popular  party  in  carrying  this  measure 
would  be  no  ordinary  blow  to  the  conservative 
power  of  the  British  constitution,  built  up  as  it  is 
upon  the  basis  of  the  landed  interest. 

The  London  Herald  says,  the  long  talked  of 
Antarctic  exploring  expedition  has  started.  It  con- 
sists of  the  Terror,  340  tons,  and  the  Erebus,  307, 


six  guns  each,  built  expressly  for  this  purpose,  and 
finished  and  furnished  in  the  most  complete  style 
under  the  eye  of  the  royal  society,  at  the  admiral- 
ty’s expense.  The  ships  are  in  three  compartments 
below,  for  greater  safety.  Double  decks,  spare 
rudders,  eight  boats,  two  sets  of  all  imaginable 
needed  instruments,  8tc.  are  supplied,  with  the 
most  perlect  arrangements  for  warmth  and  ventila- 
tion. Fresh  provisions  for  three  years  are  on  board, 
with  plenty  of  pemmican,  &c.  The  expedition  is 
to  establish  observatories  at  St.  Helena,  the  cape, 
and  Van  Diemen’s  land;  thence  to  make  for  the 
titude  yet  reached  is  73  degrees,  by  capt  Weddell, 
in  1823.  The  relatives  of  the  parties  had  put  on 
board  all  sorts  of  niceties,  including  a tweve-calce, 
lo  be  opened  next  Jan.  6th.  Cap’.  Ross  is  com- 
mander. 

The  penny  postage.  Mr.  Rowland  Hill  has  been 
appointed  by  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  to  su- 
perintend the  arrangements  for  carrying  into  effect 
the  penny  postage  act.  Mr.  Hill  is  well  known  as 
originator  of  the  project. 

2 he  crops.  From  the  Mark  Lane  Express,  Sept. 
16.  During  the  first  three  days  of  the  week  we 
had  tolerably  fine  weather,  and  sanguine  anticipa- 
tions of  a speedy  and  not  altogether  unfavorable 
termination  of  the  harvest,  were  beginning  to  be 
indulged  in;  these  have  again,  however,  been  suc- 
ceeded by  the  most  gloomy  forebodings,  as  since 
Thursday  heavy  rains  have  prevailed  in  different 
parts  ofthe  kingdom.  At  the  present  time,  (Satur- 
day evening),  the  rain  is  falling  in  torrents,  and 
from  the  appearance  of  the  sky  and  the  depressed 
state  of  the  mercury  in  the  barometer,  there  is  too 
much  reason  to  fear  that  we  shall  experience  a con- 
tinuance of  wet  and  boisterous  weather. 

From  Monday  to  Thursday  great  activity  pre- 
vailed in  the  northern  counties  of  England,  the 
farmers  being  anxious  to  take  advantage  of  each 
hour  of  sunshine  to  secure  their  crops;  some  portion 
of  grain  was  consequently  secured,  and  a great 
deal  cut,  the  latter  being  now  exposed  in  the  fields 
will,  we  fear,  receive  much  injury,  and  the  pros- 
pects of  securing  an  average  crop  of  wheat  become 
daily  more  doubtful.  In  point  of  quality  a consi- 
derable portion  of  this  year’s  produce  must  now, 
under  any  circumstances,  be  decidedly  bad,  and 
good  old  wheat  will  therefore  be  in  great  request 
lor  mixing  with  the  damp  and  ill-conditioned  new, 
and  vve  think  that  such  will  bear  a high  relative 
value  for  some  months  to  come.  Fine  qualities  of 
barley  are  also  likely  to  sell  at  high  prices,  as  a 
very  large  portion  of  the  crop  is  still  out,  and  will 
consequently  be  of  indifferent  color,  and  the  sample 
probably  mixed  with  sprouted  grains. 

The  view  we  have  above  taken  of  the  probable 
result  of  the  harvest,  is  certainly  far  from  cherish- 
ing, but  we  honestly  believe  it  to  be  correct;  for 
when  we  consider  that  the  month  of  September  is 
already  half  past— that  perhaps  about  one-half  of 
the  corn  grown  in  Great  Britain  is  still  abroad — 
that  the  weather  has  for  a long  time  past  been  on 
the  whole  unpropitious,  and  that  frequent  and  heavy 
rains  have  prevailed  during  the  last  two  days  in 
different  parts  of  the  kingdom — we  can  see  no  rea- 
sonable grounds  to  expect  a more  favorable  termi- 
nation. 

At  most  of  the  markets  held  in  the  early  part  of 
the  week,  the  grain  trade  was  dull,  the  then  line 
weather  having  as  usual,  an  effect  on  the  minds  of 
the  buyers;  but  the  letters  received  to-day  from  the 
leading  provincial  markets,  inform  us  that  renewed 
activity  has  been  caused  by  the  return  of  wet,  and 
that  prices  of  most  articles  had  an  upward  ten- 
dency. 

The  accounts  from  Scotland  are  by  no  means 
cherishing;  our  correspondent  from  Edinburg  states, 
that  with  the  exception  of  Monday  and  Tuesday 
last,  when  the  weather  was  tolerably  fine  there, 
scarcely  a day  had  passed  since  the  beginning  of 
September  without  rain;  the  harvest  had,  conse- 
quently, proceeded  very  slowly,  and  most  of  the 
samples  of  new  grain  which  had  been  exhibited 
showed  the  ill  effects  of  the  weather,  being  damp 
and  rough  in  condition,  and  of  ordinary  quality.  A 
good  deal  of  con  was  cut  in  different  part  of  the 
country,  but  could  not  be  got  in,  owing  to  the  pre- 
valence of  wet,  which  had  again  set  in  on  Wednes- 
day. 
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The  outstanding  crops  of  wheat  and  oats  in  Ire- 
land, have  also  suffered,  particularly  the  former.  The 
ruin  appears  to  have  been  even  heavier  there  than  on 
this  side  of  the  channel,  and  we  fear  that  provisions 
will  again  be  very  high  during  the  approaching 
winter  in  that  country.  Shipments  ot  wheat  flour 
and  oat  meal  had  been  received  there  from  Eng- 
land, and  it  was  calculated  that  further  supplies  of 
those  articles  would  be  required  from  us. 

There  has  been  an  increased  enquiry  for  good 
sound  qualities  of  foreign  wheat  as  the  week  has 
advanced,  the  damp  condition  of  the  new  English 
making  it  a matter  of  much  difficulty  to  grind  such 
without  a large  admixture  of  old,  and  as  the  quan- 
tity of  English  of  last  year’s  crop  left  over  is 
very  small,  attention  is  naturally  directed  to  fo- 
reign. 

At  Wednesday’s  market  the  holders  already  ex- 
hibited more  firmness,  and  refused  to  sell  except  at 
fully  previous  rates,  whilst  on  Friday  there  was  a 
livelv  trade  and  Monday’s  currency  was  realized 
from  our  own  millers  there  were  on  the  latter  day 
some  country  purchases,  and  a few  orders  from  Scot- 
land; on  the  whole  therefore  the  trade  enjoyed  more 
activity  than  on  any  previous  market  day  for  a con- 
siderable time  past. 

There  was  likewise  some  enquiry  for  bonded 
wheat,  and  a few  cargoes  changed  hands  at  prices 
which  could  not  have  been  obtained  earlier  in  the 
week. — The  duty  did  not  alter  on  Thursday  and  it 
is  still  uncertain  whether  it  will  come  below  the 
present  point. 

Crops  in  Italy.  The  Moniteur  publishes  a letter 
from  Milan,  which  mentions  that  the  wheat  crop 
had  been  extremely  abundant  throughout  Lombar- 
dy, but  that  there  had  been  a considerable  deficit  in 
the  other  grains  on  the  account  of  the  excessive 
heat.  180,000  lb.  of  silk  had  been  sold  at  the  fair 
of  Bresca.  Several  capitalists  of  Milan,  consider- 
ing the  immense  advantage  to  be  derived  from  the 
spinning  of  flax  in  a country  which  annually  pro- 
duced 160,000  quintals,  had  formed  a society  for 
the  purpose,  with  a capital  of  £27,000.  Two 
other  societies  were  also  in  progress  of  organiza- 
tion. 

The  harvest.  The  season  has  now  advanced  so 
far  that  considerable  anxiety  begins  to  be  felt  for  the 
safety  of  the  crops,  and  not  without  good  cause.  We 
have  had  one  or  two  fine  days,  but  on  the  alternate 
days  a great  quantity  of  rain  has  fallen.  The  crops 
are  nearly  all  ripe,  and  a few  fine  days  would  be 
sufficient  to  cut  and  house  nearly  all  the  wheat 
crop,  which,  in  some  places,  is  seriously  damaged 
by  the  rain.  Of  the  weather  and  crops  in  general 
we  have  received  the  following  account  from  a re- 
spected correspondent: — “I  have  been  through  the 
counties  of  Essex,  Norfolk,  Suffolk,  Cambridge 
and  Lincolnshire;  in  the  four  first  named  the  corn 
is  principally  carried,  and  from  all  the  accounts  I 
heard  1 believe  the  quantity  is  rather  more  than  an 
average  crop  though  I fear  the  quality  will  prove 
to  be  generally  below  the  usual  standard  of  English 
wheat.  In  the  county  of  Lincoln  the  corn  is  yet 
generally  out,  very  little  at  present  being  cut;  and 
where  standing  is  rather  injured  by  the  late  rains.” 

£ Sheffield  Iris. 

Scotland.  It  is  now  nearly  four  weeks  since  grain 
was  partially  cut  in  this  quarter;  but  beyond  a few 
solitary  stacks  in  the  earliest  situation,  where  the 
greatest  care  was  used,  leading,  generally  speaking, 
has  been  at  a stand  still  during  the  whole  of  that 
period.  Messrs.  Laurie,  Smith,  Me Harg,  Wilson, 
Corbelly,  and  several  others,  secured  on  Thursday 
night,  limited  quantities  of  wheat,  barley  and  oats; 
but  the  breadth,  upon  the  whole,  was  trifling  in  the 
extreme,  compared  to  the  immense  mass  of  grain 
exposed;  and  never,  during  the  last  quarter  of  a cen- 
tury, were  the  barn-yards  leaner  beyond  the  middle 
of  a month  which  should  see  every  thing  snug  under 
thatch  and  rope. 

Last  week  we  had  three  favorable  days;  on  Fri- 
day it  rained  heavily  at  mid-day,  but  reaping  in  the 
evening  was  eagerly  resumed,  and  during  that  inter- 
val, short  as  it  was,  an  immense  quantity  of  corn 
was  cut.  All  was  anxiety  on  the  part  of  the  husband- 
men, and  had  the  weather  remained  dry  on  Satur- 
day, leading  and  stacking  would  have  gone  briskly 
forward  in  every  parish  over  the  country.  But  the 
rain,  alas!  returned,  and  this  dashed  the  hopes  of 
thousands;  even  the  reaping  hook  was  again  arrest- 
ed, and  beyond  cutting,  the  week  all  but  lost  to  the 
yeoman  of  our  own  and  adjoining  counties. 

[ Dumfries  Courier  of  Tuesday. 

The  Fylde.  The  weather  has  been  very  variable, 
and  on  the  whole  exceedingly  unfavorable  for  the 
harvest.  Wheat  will  be  below  an  average,  and  a 
large  portion  of  it  defective  in  quality.  Oats  and 
beans  are  an  abundant  crop.  Potatoes  are  also  full 
average;  turnips  and  winter  crops  promise  well. 

[ Preston  Chronicle. 


FRANCE. 

From,  the  New  York  Courier  and  Enquirer. 

From  Havre.  The  packet  ship  Huchesse  d’ Or- 
leans, captain  Richardson,  arrived  here  yesterday, 
bringing  us  papers  to  the  20th  lilt,  from  Havre,  and 
19th  from  Paris,  being  a few  hours  later  than  our 
accounts  by  the  last  steam  vessel — we  find  little  in 
them  of  any  importance.  A somewhat  serious  dis- 
turbance had  occurred  at  Mans,  in  the  department 
of  Vienne,  caused  by  the  high  price  of  grain,  of 
which  we  annex  an  account.  The  king,  by  an 
ordonnance,  has  dismissed  the  prefect  of  the  depart- 
ment from  his  office. 

The  Journal  du  Havre  of  the  20th  September, 
under  the  head  of  “Bourse  de  Paris,  19th,  quotes  5 
per  cent,  stocks  110,65,  110,55,  3 per  cent.  81, 
Bank  of  France  2,795,  2,780,  and  adds,  business 
was  calm  this  day.  It  was  announced  that  the 
principal  banking  houses,  wishing  to  prevent  the 
embarrassment  which  would  result  from  the  returns 
of  the  bills  of  exchange  drawn  by  the  Bank  of  the 
with  the  houses  of  Rothschild.” 

Sales  of  cotton  at  Havre  19th  September;  297 
bales  Louisiana  cotlon  97allfif.;  30  Georgia  up- 
lands 102f,  59c. 

Corn  riots  in  France.  There  had  been  great  dis- 
turbances occasioned  by  the  export  of  com  in  the 
department  of  the  Sarthe,  which  were  not  confined 
to  Conner  alone. 

On  the  14th,  the  inhabitants  ofLa  Ferte  Bernard 
also  stopped  a number  of  wagons  laden  with  wheat, 
on  their  way  to  Chartres. 

The  prefect  having  arrived  with  a body  of  cavalry, 
succeeded  in  rescuing  the  wagons,  and  sent  them 
on  to  their  destination.  They  had  not,  however, 
proceeded  very  far,  when  they  were  again  stopped, 
and  compelled  to  retrograde  to  Mans,  where  the 
populace  gathered  round  them,  and  obliged  the 
drivers  to  unload  them  in  the  market.  A public 
functionary  having  interfered,  was  ill-treated  by 
the  mob,  and  would  have  been  killed  but  for  the 
timely  arrival  of  the  attorney-general  with  a de- 
tachment of  troops,  who  escorted  him  to  the  pre- 
fecture amidst  a shower  of  stones  some  of  which 
struck  the  attorney-general.  The  military  remain- 
ed on  foot  for  the  protection  of  the  market  until  11 
o’clock  at  night.  On  one  point  the  mob  attempted 
to  construct  a barricade,  and  a soldier  who  happened 
to  pass  by  was  beaten  with  sticks  and  left  for  dead 
on  the  spot.  Thirty  of  the  rioters  were  arrested,  and 
several  companies  of  infantry  had  arrived  in  Mans 
to  reinforce  the  garrison. 

The  Sun  of  Marseilles  states  that  the  price  of 
corn  was  still  rising  in  the  south  of  France. 

“The  general  dearth  of  grain  (it  says)  at  a period 
when  the  crops  have  scarcely  been  gathered  in,  is 
very  ominous.  This  state  of  things,  which  has  not 
bpen  produced  by  any  orders  from  England,  and 
which  proceeds  entirely  from  domestic  circum- 
stances, might  become  more  serious  if  the  United 
Kingdom,  with  whose  prospects  we  are  yet  unac- 
quainted, should  call  upon  us  for  supplies.  The 
arrivals  expected  from  the  Black  Sea  are  incon- 
siderable, and  we  shall  have  to  provide  for  an  exten- 
sive tract  of  country.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
good  harmony  between  the  powers  will  not  be  dis- 
turbed at  Constantinople,  that  the  passage  of  the 
Dardanelles  may  remain  open  and;  also  that  the 
winter  may  not  prove  more  rigorous  than  the  last,  so 
as  to  enable  us  to  export  corn  from  the  Black  Sea 
during  this  season. 

Loss  of  a French  ship  of  war.  A letter  to  the  edi- 
tors of  the  Journal  of  Commerce,  dated  Monte- 
video, August  13th,  says — “The  French  ship  of 
war  Active  has  been  recently  lost  on  the  Island  of 
Lobos;  crew  all  saved.” 

HOLLAND. 

Population  of  Holland,  Paris  and  London. 

The  population  of  Holland,  according  to  a recent 
census,  is  2,597,000.  The  population  of  Paris  has 
increased  from  795,000  (in  1814)  to  1,200,000.  In 
the  same  lime  the  population  of  London  has  increas- 
ed from  826,000  to  1,700,000.  The  population  of 
these  two  capitals  exceeds  the  population  of  all  the 
other  capitals  of  Europe. 

PRUSSIA. 

It  is  stated  from  some  foreign  journal,  that  the 
king  of  Prussia  has  given  orders  that  all  periodcals 
on  the  subject  of  evangelical  missions  among  the 
heathen,  shall  for  the  future,  be  exempted  from 
postage  all  over  the  kingdom.  In  1833  this  monarch 
did  the  same  for  a book  of  hymns.  A distinguished 
pastor  who  published  in  1837  a remarkably  valuable 
work  on  the  sanctification  of  the  Sabbath,  has  also 
just  received  the  king’s  invitation  to  publish  ten 
thousand  copies  of  a popular  work  on  spirituous  li- 
quors, to  be  distributed  gratuitously  throughout  the 
Prussian  monarchy.  The  provisions  of  the  copy 
right  law  in  Prussia  are  of  a very  liberal  character, 
and  indeed  every  thing  which  may  tend  to  advance 


knowledge  and  morality  among  his  people  seems  to 
be  sure  of  layor  from  the  present  monarch  ot  that 
kingdom. 

RUSSIA. 

St.  Pele'sburg,  Sept.  6.  The  Invalide  Russe  pub- 
lishes an  account  of  the  reviews  at  Borodino.  The 
emperor  successively  reviewed  the  several  corps  on 
the  29th  of  August,  and  was  received  by  the  troops 
with  the  loudest  expressions  of  joy  at  being  honor- 
ed by  his  majesty’s  presence.  The  emperor,  being 
perfectly  satisfied  with  the  organization  of  the  camp, 
which  is  15  werst  (10  miles)  in  extent,  was  pleased 
to  express  his  sincere  thanks  to  the  commander-in- 
chief, and  testified  his  satisfaction  to  all  the  com- 
manders of  corps.  From  the  camp  the  emperor 
went  to  the  spot  on  which  is  the  monument  erected 
in  memory  of  the  battle  of  Borodino,  and  afterwards 
visited  the  plain  where  that  famous  battle  was  fought 
on  the  7th  of  September,  1812.  The  duke  of  Leuch- 
tenberg  arrived  on  the  30th  in  the  morning.  After 
an  interview  with  him,  the  empere’-  w<-n»  to  inspect 
.....  u^voiiu  corpo  .r  ;.&,ury,  drawn  up  in  four  fines 
along  the  banks  of  the  Moskwa.  Without  the  re- 
serve, it  consisted  of  48  battalions,  and  32  squad- 
rons, and  12  batteries  of  artillery.  There  were  13 
generals,  92  superior  officers,  859  inferior  officers, 
3,779  subalterns,  1,951  musicians,  and  37,819  pri- 
vates— in  all,  44,512.  The  emperor  was  perfectly 
satisfied  with  the  condition  and  appearance  of  the 
troops. 

Russian  quarantine  regulations.  The  envoy  of 
the  erapeior  of  Russia  has  communicated  to  the  de- 
partment of  state,  the  following  notice  to  vessels 
trading  to  the  Russian  ports  on  the  Baltic. 

The  imperial  government  having  received  the 
most  satisfactory  information  with  regard  to  the 
means  employed  for  the  purification  of  vessels  and 
goods  in  the  English  quarantine  establishments  at 
Stangate  Creek,  Milford  Haven,  and  Mother  Bank, 
near  Portsmouth  has  determined  that  henceforward 
all  vessels  with  their  cargoes  of  suspected  goods 
which  may  have  been  purified  in  either  of  those 
three  establishments,  should  be  admitted  into  the 
Russian  ports  on  the  Baltic,  on  presenting  a certifi- 
cate proving  that  they  have  been  there  purified, 
without  undergoing  any  other  quarantine.  They 
will,  however,  continue  to  obtain  an  attestation  to 
the  same  effect  from  the  Danish  quarantine  establish- 
ments. 

SPAIN. 

Entrance  of  Don  Carlos  into  France.  Paris,  Sun- 
day night,  half  pastS.  At  length  all  doubts  are  at 
end — Don  Carlos  is  in  France.  A telegraphic  des- 
patch just  published  in  the  Moniteur  Parisien,  thus 
announces  the  fact: — 

Bayonne,  Sept.  14,  at  nine  in  the  evening, 
and  Aenhoa,  the  same  day, 
(Arrived  this  day,  the  15th,  at  noon.) 
“The  sub-prefect  ot  Bayonne  to  the  minister  of  the 

interior: 

“Don  Carlos  has  claimed  hospitality  and  a refuge. 
He  has  entered  France  with  his  family.” 

(In  the  original.) 

“Don  Carlos  a reclame  1’hospitalite  et  on  lefuge. 
II  vient  d’entrer  en  France  avec  sa  famille.” 

Letters  from  Bayonne,  of  the  15th  instant,  bring 
the  particulars  of  the  arrival  of  Don  Carlos  in  France. 
The  Carlist  corps  which  occupied  the  Bastan,  had 
been  divided  into  two  by  a manosuvre  of  gen.  Es- 
partero;  and  Don  Carlos,  finding  himself  separated 
from  the  main  body  of  his  army  and  driven  into  Ur- 
dax,  was  obliged  to  retire  on  the  French  territory. 
The  famous  Cure,  Merino,  and  general  Negri  had  al- 
ready arrived  in  Bayonne.  Don  Carlos  was  accom- 
panied by  the  princess  of  Beira,  his  son  the  prince 
of  Asturias,  and  the  infant  Don  Sebastian.  About 
3,000  soldiers  of  the  Carlist  army  had  laid  down  their 
arms  on  the  French  frontier. 

The  French  ministry  appropriates  to  itself, 
in  a great  degree,  through  its  official  organ,  the 
merit  of  having  pacified  Spain: — 

“It  is  no  violation  of  truth,”  says  the  Moniteur , 
“to  attiibute  a portion  of  this  happy  result  to  the  po- 
licy of  the  cabinet  of  the  12th  of  May.  The  attitude 
assumed  by  this  cabinet  in  the  affairs  of  Spain — its 
declarations  at  the  tribune — the  orders  which  it  gave 
on  the  frontiers — its  instructions  to  the  French  navy 
on  the  coast  of  the  Peninsula — and  its  negotiations 
in  concert  with  England,  our  ally,  have,  without 
doubt,  contributed  to  bring  about  a denouement, 
which  although  unexpected  a few’  months  ago,  is 
now  nearly  accomplished.  Spain  has  not  misunder- 
stood the  aid  which  the  present  cabinet  so  eagerly 
afforded  her.  It  has  been  received  with  joy  and 
gratitude  by  the  friends  of  constitutional  order  and 
has  served  to  convince  the  abettors  of  the  counterre- 
volution of  the  futility  of  their  hopes.  The  conse- 
quences of  the  conduct  of  the  French  cabinet  have 
been  prompt  and  decisive,  and  the  government  have 
a right  to  take  credit  for  the  success  of  its  policy. 
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which,  although  never  exceeding  the  limits  prescrib- 
ed by  prudence  and  the  national  interest,  has  been 
amply  sufficient  forthe  object  in  view.” 

The  Warlike  preparations  in  Russia  have  excited 
alarm.  At  the  grand  review  at  Borodino,  troops 
were  assembled  to  the  number  of  140,000,  and  the 
command  was  assumed  by  the  emperor  in  person. 
Subordinate  commands  were  given  to  the  heir  ap- 
parent and  the  duke  of  Leuchtenburg.  Doubts 
were  entertained  whether  this  great  body  of  men 
was  brought  together  merely  for  display,  and  it  was 
rumored  that  orders  had  been  given  for  marching  a 
large  portion  of  them  southward. 

. The  entire  discomfiture  of  Don  Carlos  in  Spain 
is  said  to  have  been  brought  about  by  the  treachery 
of  Maroto,  his  chiel  general.  This  officer  went 
over  to  the  queen  in  consequence  of  having  dis- 
covered the  existence  of  some  design  to  supersede 
him,  entered  into  by  Don  Carlos.  The  pacification 
in  Spain  is  hailed  by  Great  Britain  as  the  harbinger 
° ^ prosperous  Uaio  hetwoo.  «i.b  two  countries. 

We  are  indebted  lor  some  or  these  particulars  iu 
a little  work  published  some  time  since  by  a mem- 
ber of  the  stock  exchange,  to  which  we  have  add- 
ed the  result  of  our  own  inquiries. 

From  late  British  Journals  received  at  this  office. 

French  and  English  fleets.  The  following  is  the 
comparative  force  of  the  English  and  French  fleets 
at  the  entcrance  of  the  Dardanells: — 

French — Montebello,  (rear  admiral  Lalande)  120 
guns;  Hurcule,  109  guns;  Jena,  (rear  admiral  Las- 
susse)  90  guns;  Santi-Petri,  90  guns;  Diademe,  90 
guns;  Jupiter,  90  guns;  Trident, 86  guns;  Triton,  86 
guns;  Genereux,  86  guns — Total,  847. 

English — Princess  Charlotte,  (admiral  sirR.  Stop- 
ford)  104  guns;  Rodney,  92  guns;  Asia,  84  guns; 
Powerful,  84  guns;  Bellerophon,  80  guns;  Vanguard, 
90  guns;  Talavera,74  guns;  Minden,  74  guns;  Pem- 
broke, 74  guns — Total,  756. 

TURKEY  AM  EGYPT. 

The  condition  of  eastern  affairs  seems  to  be  no 
less  perplexed  than  before.  The  sultan  declines  to 
comply  with  the  demands  of  Mehemet  Ali  touch- 
ing the  hereditary  possession  of  Egypt  and  Syria; 
and  the  Egyptian  pasha  is  equally  obstinate  in  re- 
fusing to  abate  his  pretensions.  It  is  manifest  that 
the  great  powers,  who  seemed  so  unanimous  in 
proffering  the  terms  of  an  amicable  settlement,  are 
in  reality  divided  by  contrary  interests.  To  attempt 
the  coercion  of  Mehemet  Ali  by  crippling  his  pow- 
er and  destroying  the  Turkish  and  Egyptian  fleets, 
now  in  his  possession,  would  be  a repetition  of  the 
mistaken  policy  which  led  to  the  battle  of  Navarino, 
and  resulted  so  favorably  to  Russia.  We  cannot 
but  think  that  the  aspect  of  affairs  in  this  quarter 
forebodes  some  serious  disturbance  to  the  peace  of 
Europe,  especially  when  the  distressed  condition  of 
Great  Britain  is  considered,  whereby  that  nation  is 
rendered  less  capable  of  opposing  the  full  develop- 
ment of  Russian  policy.  France,  too,  has  her  de- 
signs upon  Egypt,  and  it  would  be  no  unparalleled 
coalition  that  should  unite  France  and  Russia  in  the 
project  of  a complete  dismemberment  of  the  Ma- 
hometan empire. 

The  last  accounts  from  Constantinople,  received 
in  the  Austrian  capital,  were  destitute  of  import- 
ance. The  ambassadors  of  England,  France  and 
Prussia,  in  Vienna,  had  been  invested  with  special 
powers,  as  respected  eastern  affairs,  and  were  short- 
ly to  hold  conferences  with  count  Fiquelmont,  who 
had  been  appointed  to  represent  prince  Metternich 
during  his  absence.  [He  had  gone  to  Johannis- 
berg.]  The  Russian  minister  was  left  without  pow- 
ers. 

According  to  a letter  from  Constantinople  of  the 
28th  nit.  published  by  the  Augsburg  Gazette,  of  the 
14th  inst  the  divan  had  held  a meeting,  at  which  it 
was  resolved  to  anathemise  Mehemet  Ali,  should 
he  persist  in  requiring  more  than  the  hereditary 
possession  of  Egypt,  which  the  young  sultan  again 
offered  to  grant  nim.  The  mufti,  the  three  kadie- 
skeirs,  and  other  ulemas,  voted  in  favor  of  the  mea- 
sure. The  same  journal  also  adds,  that  the  last  note 
sent  in  by  the  porte  to  the  conference,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  demanding  anew  the  intervention  of  the 
powers,  had  been  addressed  to  their  respective 
courts  by  the  ambassadors,  with  the  exception  only 
of  M.  Boutenieff.  Some  agitation  prevailed  in  Con- 
stantinople, in  consequence  of  rumours  of  revolts 
in  Asia  Minor, circulated  by  Egyptian  emmissaries. 
It  was  also  said  that  an  insurrection,  fomented  by 
Mehemet  Ali,  had  broken  out  in  Albania,  and  that 
the  insurgents  had  made  themselves  masters  of 
Vlatik,  and  of  the  principal  defiles  leading  to  Janina. 
The  government  however,  have  received  no  official 
Intimation  of  those  events. 

Other  letters  from  the  Ottoman  capital  of  the 
same  date,  contained  in  the  Carlsruhe  Gazette,  of 
the  15th  inst.  mention  thatthe  negotiations  between 
the  ambassadors  of  the  European  powers  and  Me- 
hemet Ali  hud  of  late  assumed  a pacific  turn,  and 


that  the  viceroy  forwarded  to  the  consuls  at  Alex- 
andria, on  the  20th  ult.  a note,  in  which  he  announc- 
ed his  readiness  to  acquiesce  in  the  conditions  of 
the  powers,  provided  they  were  equitable.  In  Pera, 
however,  the  sincerity  of  Mehemet  Ali,  as  well  as 
the  harmony  said  to  exist  between  the  powers,  were 
both  questioned,  and  it  was  not  thought  that  the  dif- 
ferences could  be  adjusted  without  a war. 

Great  fire  at  Constantinople.  The  ministerial 
Evening  Journal  announces  that  government  has 
received  intelligence  from  Constantinople  of  the 
10th  ult.  stating  that  on  the  preceding  morning,  at 
ten  o’clock,  a fire  broke  out  at  Pera  and  Galata, 
which  at  first  appeared  to  be  of  slight  importance, 
but  afterwards  spread  so  widely,  that  by  four  in  the 
afternoon,  200  houses  were  destroyed.  As  soon  as 
the  prince  de  J oinvilfe  was  aware  of  the  occurrence, 
he  hastened  with  the  officers  w'ho  accompanied  him 
to  Constantinople,  and  the  crew  of  the  steam  ship 
Papin,  to  the  scene  of  conflagration.  All  the 
I^^!USl^tR&^U.9Slat%ASLVRed.i>.Ls  V.Y^lbjcr&ness, 
were  given  with  judgment  and  effect.  The  Argus, 
stationed  off'Therapia,  was  directed  by  the  ambas- 
sador to  run  down  to  Galata  for  the  double  purpose 
of  lending  the  assistance  of  her  crew,  and  of  receiv- 
ing on  board  the  wives  and  children  of  such  fami- 
lies as  might  require  an  asylum.  Baffled  by  the 
winds  and  currents,  the  Argus  did  not  arrive  before 
one  o’clock  in  the  morning,  but  the  captain,  with 
many  of  his  men,  got  into  their  boats  and  joined 
the  prince  in  stopping  the  progress  of  the  flames. 
They  were  not,  however,  extinguished  till  one  in 
the  morning,  when  his  royal  highness,  covered  with 
smoke  and  ashes,  retired  to  his  residence  at  Pera, 
which  fortunately  remained  untouched.  “The  peo- 
ple,” this  journal  adds,  “are  unanimous  in  attribut- 
ing to  the  prince  and  the  crews  of  the  French  ships, 
the  salvation  of  Pera  from  total  destruction,  and 
are  consequently  loud  in  the  expression  of  their 
gratitude.  Happily,  too,  the  north  wind  did  not  pre- 
vail as  usual  at  this  season,  or  the  disasters  of  1831 
would  have  been  renewed,  and  Pera  and  Galata 
would  have  been  reduced  to  a heap  of  ashes.  The 
number  of  dwellings  burnt  are  estimated  at  about  a 
thousand,  but  few  of  the  French  inhabitants  have 
suffered  as  the  quarters  destroyed  were  principally 
those  of  the  Turks,  Armenians  and  Jew  s.  It  is  not 
believed  that  the  fire  wa3  wilful.  The  local  autho- 
rities displayed  their  usual  apathy,  although  Ali 
pasha,  the  seiaskier  of  Constantinople,  was  on  the 
spot.  The  prince  de  Joinvilte,  notwithstanding  the 
fatigue  he  has  undergone,  continues  to  enjoy  the 
most  perfect  health. 

CHINA. 

From  the  New  York  Commercial  Advertiser. 

By  tile  arrival  of  the  ship  Panama,  capt.  Benja- 
min, we  have  advices  from  Canton  to  the  2d  of 
June,  and  from  Macao  to  the  4th  inclusive,  at  which 
date  the  opium  affair  had  reached  its  local  catastro- 
phe; all  that  now  remains  i3  the  action  of  the  Bri- 
tish government,  of  which  we  shall  probably  have 
specific  information  by  the  next  steam  packet. 

The  threatened  proclamation  of  captain  Elliott, 
which  was  to  work  such  wonders — “make  Canton 
too  hot  for  all  foreigners” — had  appeared,  and  like 
the  other  proclamations  of  that  official,  proved 
much  less  formidable  in  fulfilment  than  in  promise. 
He  left  Canton  for  Macao  on  the  24th  of  May,  ac- 
companied by  all  the  British  residents,  and  by  some 
of  other  nations.  Ali  the  foreign  consuls  had  also 
proceeded  to  Macao. 

The  notice  of  captain  Elliott  was  issued  on  the 
22d  of  May,  two  days  before  his  departure  for  Ma- 
cao. It  is  not  explicit,  and  in  fact  amounts  to  lit- 
tle beyond  a repetition  of  what  is  said  in  his  former 
proclamations — to  wit:  that  no  confidence  is  to  be 
placed  in  the  Chinese  government — that  the  sur- 
render of  the  opium  was  compulsory  and  unjust — 
that  further  commercial  intercourse  with  China 
must  be  at  the  risk  of  those  engaging  in  it — and 
that  British  subjects,  before  leaving  the  coun- 
try, must  make  up  sealed  sfatemenfs  of  their 
claims,  &c.  As  to  the  course  of  the  British  go- 
vernment, no  more  distinct  information  is  given 
than  the  following: 

And  he  has  once  more  to  warn  her  majesty’s  sub- 
jects, in  anxious  terms,  that  such  sudden  and  strong 
measures  as  it  may  be  found  necessary  to  adopt  on 
the  part  of  the  competent  authorities,  for  the  honor 
and  interests  of  the  British  crow:n,  cannot  be  preju- 
diced by  their  continued  residence  in  Canton  beyond 
the  period  of  his  own  stay,  upon  their  own  responsi- 
bilities, and  in  spite  of  the  solemn  injunction  of  her 
majesty’s  officer. 

On  the  23d  of  May  an  address  to  lord  Palmerston 
was  drawn  up  and  signed  by  the  resident  British 
and  Parsee  merchants,  setting  forth  their  grievan- 
ces, giving  a brief  history  of  the  commissioner’s 
proceedings,  complimenting  capt.  Elliott  for  the 


part  he  had  taken  throughout,  and  urging  the  recog- 
nition and  fulfilment  ol  his  conditional  pledge  that 
the  claims  of  the  resident  foreigners  for  indemnifi- 
cation and  redress  should  be  enforced  by  the  British 
government. 

The  surrender  of  the  opium— 20,283  chests  was 
completed  on  the  21st  of  May.  The  manner  of  its 
disposition  was  not  yet  determined — whether  to 
burn  it,  throw  it  into  the  sea,  or  forward  it  all  to 
Pekin.  The  latest  proposition  was  to  dig  large 
pits,  in  .which  it  was  to  be  thrown,  with  quant, 
svf.  of  oil,  salt  water,  and  other  ingredients  to  make 
it  liquid,  and  then  let  it  run  into  the  river  for  the 
benefit  of  the  fishes. 

As  may  be  supposed  the  foreign  business  at  Can- 
ton was  pretty  much  broken  up  for  the  time,  and 
the  few  foreigners  remaining  were  chiefly  Ameri- 
cans. 

The  prospect  of  a renewal  of  trade  was  very 
doubtful,  because  the  Chinese  authorities  not  satis- 
fo(l JKilh. thd..htV>durjyeo.  bv.the. jc«uUuP  mc-opro-fir, 
further  demanded  a similar  bond  from  the  cap- 
tain and  consignee  of  every  vessel  that  should  arrive, 
agreeing  to  the  confiscation  of  vessel  and  cargo,  if 
any  opium  should  be  found  on  board,  and  that  all  par- 
ties connected  with  the  vessel  should  suffer  death. 
On  this  condition  foreign  vessels  were  allowed  to 
come  up  to  Whampoa,  but  none  had  availed  them- 
selves of  the  permission.  Indeed,  capt.  Elliott,  on 
the  19th  of  May,  issued  a formal  notice,  forbidding 
the  entrance  of  all  British  vessels  until  he  should 
publish  a declaration  that  it  would  be  safe. 

Lin,  the  commissioner,  having  so  successfully 
completed  his  undertaking  against  the  opium,  had 
been  promoted  to  the  government  of  the  provinces 
Chekeang  and  Keange,  the  second  of  the  empire  in 
rank  and  importance. 

In  the  mean  time,  however,  a new  trouble  had 
sprung  up  in  regard  to  the  measurement  of  foreign 
vessels.  The  commissioner  had  ordered  all  the 
ships  arriving  with  cargo  to  be  examined  by  the 
sub-prefect,  and  their  dimensions,  tonnage  and 
draught  of  water  to  be  reported,  and  with  13  vessels 
lying  at  Macao,  this  was  done.  But  one  American 
ship,  the  Peih-ta-le,  Robert  Fulton,  made  sail  and 
would  not  stay  to  be  measured;  whereupon  ensued 
a long  series  of  clear  reports  and  special  edicts, 
the  substance  of  which  appears  in  the  following  ex- 
tracts: 

The  ship  Peih-ta-ie,  which  refused  to  be  measur- 
ed, and  presumed  to  sail  away  eastward,  has  evi- 
dently done  so  for  evil.  We  have  sent  a com- 
munication to  the  hoppo  that  he  convey  commands 
to  the  hong  merchants  not  to  trade  with  her,  but  to 
hasten  her  departure  back  to  her  country.  The 
said  sub-prefect,  &c.  will  give  direct  commands  to 
the  cruisers  to  take  with  them  linguists  and  pilots, 
and  ascertain  plainly  where  Peih-ta-le  has  gone; 
and  finding  her  track,  convey  to  her  the  commands; 
that  having  been  unwilling  to  be  measured,  it  is 
evident  that  she  has  brought  contraband  goods,  and 
has  dared  to  show  opposition;  that  while  orders 
have  been  given  for  the  others  to  enter  the  port  of 
Whampoa,  she  is  not  allowed  to  trade,  but  must 
sail  back  to  her  country,  and  not  loiter  about.  If 
she  dares  to  sail  to  other  places  on  the  high  seas, 
where  it  is  unlawful  for  her  to  go,  to  form  connex- 
ions with  the  ships  of  Chinese  marauders,  and  traffic 
in  opium,  the  cruisers  will  all  unite  in  attacking  her, 
when  repentance  will  be  too  late.  As  soon  as  any 
real  traces  of  the  said  vessel  are  found,  let  the  same 
be  cleat  ly  reported  to  us  by  express. 

From  the  New  York  Cornier. 

The  ship  Horatio,  capt.  Howland,  arrived  on  Sa- 
turday night  from  Canton,  whence  she  sailed  on  the 
14th  June.  Owing  probably  to  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances now  existing  there,  we  have  not  received  by 
her  either  papers  or  letters  from  our  regular  corres- 
pondent. We  have,  however,  collected  from  pas- 
sengers the  following  information,  received  a letter 
from  a casual  correspondent  at  Macao,  and  a Canton 
paper  of  the  4th  June,  which  is  but  little  later  than 
we  already  had  in  our  possession,  still  we  make  from 
it  some  extracts. 

All  the  opium  which  had  been  seized,  has  at  least 
been  apparently  destroyed.  We  very  much  doubt 
whether  it  actually  has  been.  The  British  and  Ame- 
rican residents  had  left  Canton  and  were  at  Macao. 

Our  correspondent  at  Macao  writes  that  the  im- 
perial commissioner  was  expected  at  Macao,  that  he 
has  demanded  of  the  Portuguese  the  surrender  of 
8,000  chests  of  opium,  with  which  demand  they 
were  unable  to  comply,  having  sent  all  they  had 
away  on  the  commencement  of  the  difficulties.  That 
he  had  threatened  to  attack  Macao,  and  that  prepa- 
rations were  making  for  defence,  the  American  com- 
modore having  lent  the  Portuguese  governor  twenty 
barrels  of  gunpowder,  and  promised  him  every  as- 
sistance in  his  power  if  he  required  it. 
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We  give  these  accounts  as  they  react)  us,  without  i 
attaching  to  them  much  importance.  It  is  probable, 
as  matters  stand  at  Macao,  with  a number  of  exas- 
perated foreigners  collected  there,  who  entertain  the 
utmost  contempt  for  the  martial  prowess  ot  those 
who  they  think  have  injured  them,  that  they  shoul 
talk  of  battles  and  so  forth,  but  we  do  not  think  it 
probable  the  British  resident  would  countenance  any 
hostility  till  he  receives  instructions  from  home;  and 
certainly  the  commanders  of  the  Ameucan  vessels 
of  war  have  no  authority  to  act  in  the  present  emer- 
gency. It  is  not  likely,  therefore,  they  would  take 
such  responsibility  upon  themselves. 

The  U.  S.  ships  Columbia  and  John  Adams,  which 
were  at  Macao,  we  are  informed,  had  lost  four  or 
five  men  by  illness,  and  that,  it  was  rather  sickly  on 

It  appears  that  the  prohibition  of  the  British  resi 
dent,  against  all  English  ships  proceeding  to  Canton, 
badt  ^Qnch. annoyed  the  Chinese  and  that  even  the 
probation  at  the  measure,  which  is  not  unnatural,  as 
it  must  most  materially  curtail  their  business. 

We  make  the  following  extracts  from  the  Canton 
Register  of  the  4th  June: 

The  following  proclamation  from  the  imperial 
commissioner  and  his  colleagues  has  ended  all  spe 
culation  as  to  the  method  of  dealing  with  the  extoit 
ed  and  surrendered  opium.  We  have  been  informed 
that  the  governor,  &c.  proceeded  to  the  Bogue  on  Sa- 
turday: and  it  appears  from  the  proclamation  that  the 
flowery  sons  of  Han  are  to  begin  digging  the  grave 
of  £2,500,000  of  British  government  properly  to- 
day. The  very  stones,  bye  and  bye,  will  “prate  of 
it’s  whereabout.” 

Ein,  imperial  commissioner,  Tang,  governor  ge 
neral  of  the  two  Kwang  provinces,  E,  lieutenant 
governor  of  Canton,  issue  this  proclamation  to  ex 
plain  to  the  understanding  of  the  people  the  affair 
of  the  surrender  of  opium  from  the  store  ships. 

It  is  known  that  we,  the  above  named  great  mi 
nister,  governor  and  lieutenant  governor,  have  re 
ceived  20,383  chests  opium,  surrendered  from  the 
store  ships.  We  made  an  immediite  report  by  ex 
press,*  requesting  the  imperial  will  to  send  the  opi 
um  to  Pekin,  there  to  be  strictly  examined  and  de 
stroyed. 

On  the  17th  of  the  4th  moon  we  received  a de 
spatch  from  the  cabinet  council,  as  follows: 

“An  imperial  edict  has  been  received,”  “Li 
Tsihseu  and  his  colleagues  have  reported  that  the 
opium  on  board  the  store  ships  has  been  surrender- 
ed, and  requested  that  it  may  be  -sent  to  Pekin  to 
be’destroyed.  This  affair  has  been  extremely  well 
managed,  and  I,  the  emperor, ceitainly  have  no  sus- 
picion that  there  is  any  deception  or  glossing  in  the 
matter;  but  as  to  the  request  that  the  opium  shall  be 
sent  to’ Pekin  to  be  destroyed,  I consider  that  the 
distance  is  great  and  the  roads  difficult,  and  it  would 
lequire  the  strength  of  too  many  of  the  people; 
therefore,  there  is  no  necessity  to  send  it  to  Pekin. 
Lin  Tsihseu  and  his  colleagues  are  to  assemble 
the  civil  and  military  officers  and  destroy  the  opium 
before  their  eyes,  thus  manifesting  to  the  natives 
dwelling  on  the  sea  coast,  and  the  foreigners  of  the 
outside  nations  an  awful  warning.  Respect  this.— 
Obey  respectfully. 

We  immediately  dispatched  civil  and  military 
officers  to  the  Bogue,  and  fixed  the  22d  of  the  moon 
for  them  to  superintend  the  excavation  of  a stone 
lined  trench,  into  which  the  opium  is  to  be  thrown, 
and  mixed  and  stirred  up  with  unslacked  lime  and 
rock  salt,  and  be  thus  destroyed  before  the  eyes  of 
all  the  civil  and  military  officers,  and  the  dregs  be 
then  cast  into  the  sea;  for  the  natives  of  the  sea 
coasts,  and  the  foreigners  of  the  outside  nations 
must  be  made  to  know  hoyv  greatly  the  anger  of 
the  emperor  has  been  excited;  and  to  learn  that 
even  odure  is  more  valuable  as  a manure  for  the 
land  than  for  the  smoaking  mud.  A special  procla- 
mation. 4th  moon,  19th  day.  (May  31).” 

The  editor  of  thi3  paper  called  yesterday  on  the 
senior  hong  merchant,  and,  through  him,  requested 
the  permission  of  the  local  government  to  go  to  the 
Boo-ue  and  be  a witness  to  the  destruction  of  the 
opium,  on  the  plea  that  if  no  foreigner  of  respecta- 
bility were  present  at  the  singular  ceremony— for 
the  interment  of  the  flowing:  poison  is  intended  to 
be  very  ceremonious  and  highly  impressive— all 
foreigners,  malgre  the  assertions  of  all  Chinese, 
would  disbelieve  the  fact  of  the  opium  having  been 
destroyed.  The  senior  hong  merchant  replied,  that 
permission  could  not  be  granted,  that  it  was  an  af- 
fair of  government,  and  that  there  would  be  a great 
assemblage  of  officers  and  troops.  We  may  men- 
tion that  the  senior  hong  merchant  inquired  when 
the  English  would  return,  and  observed  that  he 
considered  their  leaving  Canton  a foolish  act. 


The  following  is  a list  of  the  foreign  merchants  at 
present  in  Canton: — Messrs.  G.  T.  Braine,  Bell, 
Gummell,  Wilkinson,  Forbes,  Delano,  Wetmore, 
Cooper,  Hathaway,  Low,  E.  King,  Bull,  Nye, 
Saekson,  Cryder,  F.  A.  King,  and  the  rev.  P.  Par- 
ker, M.  D.  We  believe  there  are  a few  Parsees, 
whose  names  we  know  not. 

From  the  Canton  Price  Current  of  4lh  June. 

Tea.  The  purchase  ot  teas  have  been  necessari- 
ly few,  the  only  tonnage  available  to  purchasers, 
being  the  Anne  Jane.  We  may,  however,  general- 
ly quote  a reduction  of  fully  10  per  cent,  and  the 
teamen  are  rather  desirous  of  selling. 

The  English  houses  have  got  through  with  their 
chases;  and  the  Americans  have  suspended  opera- 
tions, waiting  to  know  on  what  terms  their  ships 
can  be  secured  if  they  come  into  port. 

There  is  a pretty  good  stock  of  greens,  and  hy- 
son, especially,  is  likely  to  decline. 

mg^tTfe"  past  week"a1''Ls.  ItOifAasK?  v’"“"  mnrl“  ' 

The  holders  of  Bank  of  U.  S.  bills  on  London,  are 
asking  4s.  9d.  Private  bills  are  selling  at  4s.  lOd.  a 
5s.  and  it  is  said  have  been  sold  by  some  of  the 
hongs  at  5s.  Id.  but  as  all  commerce  is  entirely  sus- 
pended, the  transactions  in  exchange  have  neces- 
sarily been  rather  limited  during  the  past  week, 
and  our  present  quotations  may  be  considered  mere- 
ly nominal.  E.  I.  company  bills  on  Bengal  have 
been  sold  at  223a224,  to  a considerable  extent. 

SOUTH  AMERICA. 

Buenos  Ayres  and  Montevideo.  The  ship  Extio, 
capt.  Day,  arrived  at  New  York  on  Saturday,  from 
Montevideo  in  51  days,  reports  that  the  French 
fleet  in  the  River  Plate,  about  43  sail  in  all,  large  and 
small,  continued  rigorously  to  enforce  the  block- 
ade of  Buenos  Ayres.  On  the  17th  August  the 
French,  with  about  forty  launches,  attempted  to 
land  about  900  men,  at  a place  called  Leconsis, 
thirty  miles  from  Buenos  Ayres,  and  were  repulsed 
with  heavy  loss,  when  they  returned  to  the  island 
of  Martin  Garcia. 

A ship  of  about  450  tons,  with  painted  ports,  was 
lying  alongside  the  French  admiral’s  ship,  with  the 
French  flag  hoisted  over  the  American,  and  there- 
fore supposed  to  have  been  captured.  Capt.  Day 
had  not  an  opportunity,  previous  to  his  departure,  to 
learn  her  name. 

The  forces  raised  under  the  auspices  of  Buenos 
Ayres,  for  the  purpose  of  re-establishing  the  late 
government  of  Montevideo,  3,000  strong,  had  cross 
ed  the  Parana,  and  arrived  within  fifty  miles  of 
Montevideo,  under  the  command  of  the  former  go 
vernor.  The  present  governor  had  inarched  out  of 
the  city  to  meet  him,  at  the  head  of  1,500  men. 

No  American  ships-of-war  were  at  Montevideo 
at  the  time  of  the  departure  of  the  Extio,  and  the 
American  residents,  both  of  Buenos  Ayres  and 
Montevideo,  express  their  regret  that  lieut.  Me 
Kenzie  had  been  recalled  from  that  station,  where 
he  had  sedulously  upheld  American  interests. 

Jamaica.  Accounts  from  Jamaica  are  much  more 
favorable.  A change  for  the  better  has  taken  place 
on  many  of  the  plantations.  The  difficulties  be 
tween  the  government  and  the  promoters  of  the 
mail  conveyance  by  steam,  has  been  removed 


*Travelling  600  le  per  day. 


TEXAS. 

The  steam  packet  Columbia  arrived  at  New  Or 
leans  on  the  11th  inst.  bringing  late  dates  from 
Texas.  There  is  scarce!}'  a word  ol  intelligence  of 
any  interest.  The  Houston  Star  of  the  2d  instant 
gives  the  following  paragraph,  being  the  only  ac 
count  of  any  trouble  with  the  Indians — they  appear 
to  be  tranquil: 

By  the  Brazos  Courier  of  the  17th  nit.  W'e  per 
ceive  that  the  Indians  are  constantly  making  preda- 
tory excursions  in  the  west,  annoying  the  inhabi 
tants,  stealing  horses,  &c.  A party  ot  about  twenty 
Cainanches  made  a visit  to  New  Labadie,  similar 
to  the  one  made  at  Goliad — which  our  readers  will 
recollect  seeing  in  our  paper  a short  time  since 
and  challenged  the  inhabitants  to  come  out  and  fight 
them.  Although  there  were  but  six  or  seven  men 
in  town,  they  were  informed  their  challenge  would 
be  accepted,  if  they  would  wait  a short  time,  which 
they  refused  to  do.  Having  taken  a friendly  Mexi 
can,  the  Indians  compelled  him  to  show  them  to  the 
Caballada,  when  they  scalped  him  and  sent  him 
home.  They  then  departed,  taking  with  them  be 
tween  one  and  two  hundred  horses. 

The  remains  of  some  person  have  lately  been 
discovered  on  the  route  from  Victoria  to  San  Patri- 
ce. The  body  was  too  much  decomposed  to  render 
recognition  possible;  but  connecting  circumstances 
lead  to  the  belief  that  it  is  the  corpse  of  the  honor- 
able Win.  Brenan,  w’ho  left  Victoria  sometime  in 
July  last,  with  a friend,  on  their  way  to  San  Patrico. 
Neither  of  them  had  ever  been  heard  of  since.  It  is 
supposed  they  were  murdered. 


The  president  had  been  severely  indisposed,  but 
on  the  3rd,  had  so  far  recovered  as  to  commence  his 
journey  to  the  new  seat  of  government. 

The  Galveston  Gazette  charges  the  collector  and 
deputy  collector  of  the  custom  house  in  that  port 
with  being  defaulters,  and  brings  a long  array  of 
facts  and  figures  in  support  of  its  accusation. 

The  seat  of  government,  in  conformity  with  the 
law  of  congress,  has  been  removed  to  Austin. 

The  Houston  Telegraph , in  commenting  upon  the 
probable  recognition  of  Texian  independence  by 
France,  says: — “We  have  little  doubt  of  the  correct- 
ness of  the  above  paragraph.  Information  has  reach- 
ed this  city,  (but  not  official)  but  what  is  almost 
quivalent  to  it,  conveying  the  same  information.” 
We  have  been  observing  the  progress  of  events  in 
this  new  republic  fora  length  ot  time,  and  with  .no 
little  interest.  Its  great  extent,  and  fertility  offering 
so  many  inducements,  to  a people,  fond  ot  change, 
ro.  uuer  or  lor  worse,  as  are  a majority 
of  those  of  the  United  States,  emigration  from  which, 
thither,  is  fourfold  greater  than  from  all  other  sources, 
offer  temptations  too  strong  to  be  resisted,  and  con- 
sequently the  result  would  be,  a peopling  of  her  val- 
leys and  hills  by  a hardy,  enterprising,  race  of  citi- 
zens from  amongst  us,  who  imbibing  the  chivilrous 
spirit  of  the  suny  south,  which  united  with  that  pre- 
dominant love  ofliberty  which  glow’s  brightly  in  the 
bosom  of  every  free  born  American,  will  lead  them 
to  look  further  than  the  present  extent  of  this  newly 
adopted  country.  Our  impressions  in  regard  to  this 
matter,  are  already  looking  towards  reality,  for  al- 
ready are  the  citizens  of  this  highly  favored  land, 
aiming  at  the  addition  of  a part,  or  the  whole  of 
Mexico  to  their  republic. 

It  seems  that  a deputation  from  several  of  the  ad- 
joining Mexican  states  have  proposed  to  recognise 
the  independence  of  Texas,  providing  the  latter 
would  treat  with  them  as  independent  governments. 
This  matter  caused  quite  a sensation  among  the 
Texians,  and  two  parties  rose  out  of  the  subject  im- 
mediately. One  party  opposes  the  proposition  on 
the  ground  that  it  will  definitely  fix  the  boundary, 
between  themselves  and  those  states  proposing  the 
recognition,  and  in  the  event  of  the  proposition  be- 
ing acceded  to,  will  prevent  (he  extension  of  the  re- 
public southward.  On  the  other  hand  the  opposing 
party  advocate  the  measure,  for  the  reason,  that  such 
a treaty  will  give  them  a footing  in  those  states,  and 
thus  an  opening  be  made  for  the  future  conquest  of 
the  whole  of  Mexico. 

Both  parties  it  will  be  thus  seen,  aim  at  the  same 
final,  differing  only  as  to  the  best  and  surest  way  of 
attaining  that  end  so  desirable  to  both.  Certain  it  is, 
that  Mexico,  sooner  or  later,  will  become,  a part  of 
Texas,  and  that  it  is  an  object  at  which  they  aim  is 
also  certain;  anil  when  all  things  are  taken  into  con- 
sideration— their  character  constitutionally  brave, 
and  a vast  majority  of  them,  rocked  in  the  cradle  of 
liberty  and  imbibing  a love  of  it,  from  the  earliest  as- 
sociation— a new  impetus  added  to  this  inherent 
passion,  in  the  success  of  exertions,  directed  to  the 
rearing,  and  establishing  another  beautiful  super- 
structure of  liberty,  upon  the  ruins  of  anarchy  and 
despotism — their  opponents  knowing  nothing  of  li- 
berty, only  in  name,  superstitious,  fickle  and  want- 
ing in  that  love  of  free  institutions  which  nerves  the 
heart,  and  gives  vigor  to  the  arm — all  these  taken 
into  the  account,  it  does  not  appear  to  be  a “forlorn 
hope,”  but  upon  the  contrary,  leads  the  thinking 
mind  to  verily  believe  will  become  a reality. 

There  is  much  in  the  contiguity  of  Mexico  that  is 
tempting  to  the  Texians,  besides  rich  mines,  fertile 
valleys,  and  broad  domains,  as  it  lays  open,  and  is 
of  easy  access,  which  will  enable  her  to  wage  war 
at  a less  expense,  than  that  belonging  to  wars  in  ge- 
neral. Again  it  will  give  her  a vast  territory,  un- 
equalled by  any  in  richness  and  fertility. 

Thus  it  will  be.  The  Mexican  race  will  disappear 
before  the  face  of  the  Texians,  as  did  those  of  the 
aborigines  of  N.  America,  before  the  “pale  faces,” 
who  now  hold  sway  over  a whole  country,  in  which 
they  first  held  only  a small  colony. 

When,  or  how  soon  this  will  be  accomplished,  we 
are  not  sure  enough  to  determine,  but  this  much  is 
evident  already,  that  the  course  of  events,  as  exhibit- 
ed in  like  cases,  demonstrated  by  history,  determine 
such  a result,  and  whoever  is  in  the  habit  of  tracing 
effects  to  their  causes,  will  come  by  the  same  defi- 
nite conclusion.  Is  there  any  thing  to  be  regretted 
in  the  prospects  of  such  a state  of  things  taking 
place?  That  wars  and  rumors  of  wars  are  to  be  de- 
precated and  are  so  by  every  humane  person,  is  cer- 
tain; but  will  not  the  effects  that  must  flow  from  such 
a cause,  overbalance  the  evils  that  will  immediately 
arise  from  war  and  conquest?  Surely  they  will. — 
That  country  which  is  now  burthened  with  a race  of 
beings  sunk  in  poverty  and  wretchedness,  although 
living  upon  one  of  the  most  fertile  soils  in  the  world. 
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will  give  place  to  a nobler  race — hardy,  enterprising 
and  industrious,  and  that  land,  which  now  is  almost 
a waste,  shall  be  made  “to  blossom, as  the  rose,”  and 
from  being  a land  of  slaves,  tyrannised  over  by  des- 
pots, will  become  that  of  freemen , and  grow  fruitful 
under  “equal  laws  and  equal  rights,”  known  only  in  a 
republican  form  of  government,  and  the  land  of  the 
language  and  institutions  of  freemen. 

[ Vincennes  Gazette. 

The  Santa  Fe  traders.  The  annual  caravan  of 
Santa  Fe  traders  has  arrived  in  Missouri.  They 
bring  with  them  about  twenty  wagons  and  a large 
amount  of  specie — nearly  two  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars. The  trade  with  Santa  Fe  and  other  Spanish 
settlements  has  been  conducted  thus  for  some  years, 
and  with  good  success.  This  mode  of  traffic  must 
give  way,  however,  in  course  of  time,  to  some  more 
rapid  system  of  conveyance;  for,  in  this  age  of  rail 
roads  and  steam  engines,  caravans  cannotlong  main- 
tain “the  even  tenor  of  their  way.” 

There  is  something  associated  with  the  name  of 
caravan  that  reminds  one  of  primitive  times  and  of 
eastern  countries.  The  images  of  turbaned  men 
come  into  the  fancy — Abdallahs,  Hainets  and  Mus- 
taphas,  with  long  beards  and  solemn  features — sandy 
deserts,  sprinkled  here  and  there  with  groups  of 
shade  dispensing  palm  trees — anrl  camels  slowly 
plodding  through  the  waste,  or  kneeling  around  the 
evening  encampment.  It  cannot  but  cause  astonish- 
ment to  reflect  that  in  ancient  times  the  immense 
traffic  between  India  and  the  western  world — what 
was  then  the  western  world,  including  Egypt  and 
the  countries  bordering  on  the  Mediterranean — was 
carried  on  by  means  of  caravans.  The  camel,  so 
fitly  styled  the  ship  of  the  desert  and  a type  of  pa- 
tience and  calm  endurance,  seems  to  have  been  de- 
signed by  Providence  for  this  particular  use.  So 
great  was  this  trade  and  so  lucrative,  that  mighty 
cities  grew  up  and  flourished  upon  the  sustenance 
which  it  afforded. 

Perhaps  the  time  is  approaching  when  the  new 
impetus  which  modern  improvements  have  imparted 
to  the  course  of  things  in  Europe  and  America  will 
be  felt  also  in  the  regions  of  the  east.  Already 
steamboats  are  plying  in  the  Persian  gulf.  A rail 
road  across  the  isthmus  of  Suez,  which  Mehemet 
Ali  is  said  to  have  in  contemplation,  would  effect  a 
communication  between  the  Red  Sea  and  the  Medi- 
terranean, which  might  give  a new  direction  to  trade 
in  those  quarters  of  the  world. 

The  annual  caravans  which  go  west  and  south 
west  from  St.  Louis— as  it  was  of  those  we  intended 
to  speak — afford  fine  opportunities  for  travellers, 
who  may  wish  for  adventure,  or  who  are  desirous  of 
exploring  the  vast  countries  which  expand  to  an 
immense  extent  towards  the  Pacific.  We  have  lately 
met  with  a narrative  of  such  a journey  by  Mr.  J. 
K.  Townsend,  of  Philadelphia — a work  of  which 
but  few  copis  were  printed — which  sets  forth  with 
singular  interest  tlje  wild  attractions  of  a western 
expedition  over  the  prairies.  Naturalists  and  other 
scientific  men  often  accompany  the  traders. 

[Amer. 

CANADA. 

The  last  London  papers  state  that  lieutenant  ge- 
neral sir  Richard  Downes  Jackson,  an  officer  who 
was  distinguished  in  the  peninsula,  has  had  long  ex- 
perience in  staff  command,  is  appointed  commander 
of  the  forces  in  all  North  America.  Sir  Richard 
takes  with  him,  as  a military  secretary,  lieutenant 
colonel  sir  Charles  O’Donnel.  Captain  Brooke 
Taylor  and  ensign  Warre,  54th,  are  appointed  aides- 
de-camp. 

A card.  The  undersigned,  late  state  prisoners 
in  England  from  Canada,  and  lately  released  in  Lon- 
don, take  the  earliest  opportunity  in  their  power,  on 
their  arrival  in  the  United  States,  of  expressing  their 
warmest  acknowledgments  to  their  solicitors  and 
counsel  in  London,  who  have  been  chiefly  instru- 
mental in  this  happy  liberation. 

To  the  constitutional  learning,  untiring  zeal  and 
disinterested  and  efficient  exertions  of  W.  H.  As- 
hurst,  esq.  their  solicitor,  aided  by  the  abilities  and 
energies  of  his  partner,  Mr.  Gainsford,  and  Ihe  very- 
talented  and  able  advocacy  of  Messrs.  Hill,  Roe- 
buck, Falconer  and  Fry,  theircounsel,  in  sustaining 
their  case  in  the  courts  of  law,  are  they  mainly  in- 
debted, under  Providence,  for  their  restoration  to  li- 
berty, to  their  families  and  their  friends. 

The  undersigned  cannot  but  acknowledge  also  the 
obligations  they  feel  themselves  under  to  W.  Wal- 
ler, esq.  solicitor  in  the  office  of  Messrs.  Ashurst 
and  Gainsford,  and  also  to  the  sheriffs  and  many 
other  kind  friends  who  have  interested  themselves 
in  effecting  this  result. 

John  G.  Parker,  Leonard  Watson,  Finlay  Mal- 
com,  Robert  Walker,  Paid  Bedford,  Randall  Wixson , 
James  Broum,  Ira  Anderson,  Win.  Alves. 

City  of  New  York,  Sept.  7,  1839. 


NATIONAL  CONCERNS. 

Appointments  ry  the  president.  Joseph 
M.  Kennedy,  to  be  superintendent  of  the  branch 
mint  of  the  United  States,  at  New  Orleans,  in  the 
place  of  David  Bradford,  removed. 

John  L.  Riddle,  to  be  melter  and  refiner  at  the 
same  mint. 

Philos  B.  Tyler,  to  he  coiner  at  the  same  mint. 

The  president  has  recognised  Albert  Schumacker 
as  consul  of  the  free  and  Hanseatic  town  of  Bre- 
men for  the  port  rtf  Baltimore. 

Common  schools.  The  secretary  of  the  American 
common  school  society  estimates  that  there  are  in 
the  United  States  3,500,000  children  between  the 
ages  of  4 and  16  years,  and  that  600,000  of  the  num- 
ber do  not  enjoy  the  advantages  of  a common  school 
education.  The  number  of  common  schools  in  the 
United  States  is  estimated  at  80,000.  Number  of 
teachers  in  these  schools,  95,000. 

National  convention  of  silk  growers. — A conven- 
tion to  promote  tlie  cultivation  ana  manuracture  of 
silk  in  the  United  States  is  to  be  held  in  Washing- 
ton, on  the  10th  of  December  next,  at  which  it  is 
expected  that  there  will  be  an  attendance  of  dele- 
gates from  every  congressional  district  in  the  union, 
as  well  as  from  the  territories  and  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

Arrangements  are  being  made  to  accommodate 
as  many  as  1,000  delegates,  and  for  the  exhibition 
of  the  many  specimens  of  American  manufactured 
silk  to  be  brought  in  competition  for  the  very  valua- 
ble prizes  so  generously  offered  by  the  American 
silk  society. 

From  Nova  Scotia. — The  revenue  cutter  Hamil- 
ton, capt.  Sturgis,  despatched  on  the  14th  inst.  by 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  to  inquire  into  the 
causes  of  the  seizure  of  fishermen  under  the  flag  of 
the  United  States,  returned  on  Sunday  afternoon, 
and  immediately  made  his  report  to  the  collector  of' 
this  port.  The  report  will  probably  be  published  in 
a day  or  two.  Capt.  Sturgis  states  that  there  had 
been  no  additional  seizures  of  fishermen.  On  her 
arrival  at  Yarmouth,  N.  S.  the  Hamilton  was  re- 
ceived by  a salute  of  twenty-two  guns,  which  was 
returned.  Capt.  S.  and  his  officers  received  every 
attention  from  the  authorities  there. 

ARMY. 

Adjutant  general's  office, 
Washington,  Oct.  22,  1839. 

The  adjutant  general  regrets  to  announce  to  the 
officers  of  the  department  the  death  of  brevet  cap- 
tain George  H.  Griffin,  assistant  adjutant  general, 
who  died  in  Florida,  on  the  8th  of  October,  after 
an  illness  of  a few  days.  Captain  Griffin  had  long 
served  with  zeal  and  ability  in  the  staff  of  the  south- 
ern army.  Bigadier general  Taylor  bears  testimony 
to  his  merit,  and  in  his  official  despatch  well  re- 
marks: “In  his  death  the  army  has  lost  one  of  its 
most  useful  and  valuable  members,  and  the  coun- 
try one  of  its  most  faithful  public  servants.” 

As  a testimony  of  respect  for  the  memory  of  the 
deceased,  the  officers  of  the  adjutant  general  de- 
partment will  wear  crape  on  the  left  arm,  and  the 
hilt  of  the  sword,  for  the  period  of  thirty  days. 

It.  JONES,  adju’t  gen. 

From  the  Cleveland  Herald  of  Oct.  12.  United 
States  troops.  Col.  Fanning’s  regiment  of  artillery 
came  up  the  lake  this  morning  on  the  Cleveland. — 
Captain  Monroe’s  company  landed  here  and  have 
taken  quarters  in  the  Mechanics’  block.  The  rest 
of  the  troops  are  to  be  stationed  at  Detroit  and  Fort 
Gratiot.  There  were  5 or  600  on  board  the  Cleve- 
land. 

NAVAL. 

The  Smyrna  Journal  states  that  the  American 
corvette  Cyane,  arrived  in  the  Smyrna  Roads  on 
20th  August,  and  left  on  the  24th  for  Marseilles, 
calling  at  Malta. 

The  U.  S.  frigate  Brandywine,  capt.  Boulton, 
went  to  sea  on  Tuesday  afternoon. 

[ Norfolk  Beacon. 

The  U.  S.  frigate  Constellation,  (completely  re- 
built), was  taken  out  of  the  dry  dock  at  the  Charles- 
town navy  yard  on  Tuesday. 

It  is  stated  that  lieut.  Alexander  C.  Maury,  who 
was  recently  tried  by  a court  martial  at  New  York 
upon  charges  preferred  by  commander  B.  Page,  for 
neglect  of  duty,  has  been  honorably  acquitted. 

We  copy  the  following  from  the  New  York  Ame- 
rican for  tiie  benefit  of  such  of  our  readers  as  may 
have  friends  in  any  of  the  squadrons: 

Letters,  post  paid,  addressed  to  the  care  of  the  U. 
S naval  lyceum,  New  York,  for  the  undermention- 
ed U.  S.  squadrons,  will  be  forwarded  in  about  ten 
days,  per  store  ship  Konohasset,  via  Valparaiso,  viz: 
U.  S.  squadron,  Pacific  station, 

“ East  India  squadron,  and 
“ exploring  squadron. 

Died,  on  the  14th  inst.  in  the  27th  year  of  his  age, 
lieutenant  Charles  S.  Ridgely,  of  the  U.  S.  navy, 


son  of  general  Charles  Sterett  Ridgely,  of  Anne 
Arundel.  His  loss  is  deeply  deplored,  not  only  by 
the  relatives  who  cherished  him  with  affection,  but 
by  tlie  service  of  which  he  was  a most  useful  and 
honorable  member. 

The  following  are  copies  of  letters  received  at  the 
navy  department  from  the  commander  of  the  U.  S, 
squadron  in  the  Mediterranean. 

U.  S.  ship  Ohio,  at  anchor  off  Athens,  Aug.  3,  1839. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  report  to  he  navy  de- 
partment, that  I am  now  in  the  execution  of  its  or- 
der of  the  3d  of  April,  1839,  in  relation  to  the 
Greek  Archipelago. 

No  case  of  piracy  is  known  to  have  occurred  in 
this  neighborhood  for  some  time  past,  and  there  are 
now,  I understand,  five  culprits  awaiting  the  sen- 
tence of  the  laws  to  be  executed  at  Athens  on  the 
6th  inst. 

From  this  the  Ohio  will  proceed  to  Smyrna;  the 
Cyane  will  cruise  fora  time  in  the  gulph  of  Saloni- 
ca,  and  join  inis  ship  at  Smyrna.  VYitli  great  re- 
spect, I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, ISAAC  HULL,  commander -in- chief 

of  the  U.  S.  naval  force  in  the  Mediterranean. 
Hon.  James  K.  Paulding, 

secretary  of  the  navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

U.  S.  ship  Ohio,  Vourla,  near  Smyrna,  Avg.  13, 1839. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  navy  de- 
partment the  arrival  of  this  ship  at  Vourla,  where 
the  water  of  the  ship  will  be  filled  up,  and  in  a few 
days  she  will  proceed  to  sea,  in  further  prosecution 
of  your  order  of  the  3d  of  April,  1839. 

I have  not  heard  of  any  piratical  acts  as  yet,  and 
our  commerce  appears  to  be  undisturbed. 

The  officers  and  crew  of  this  ship  are  generally  in 
good  health.  With  very  great  respect,  I have  the 
honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 

ISAAC  HULL,  commander -in- chief 
of  the  U.  S.  naval  force  in  the  Mediterranean. 
Hon.  James  K.  Paulding, 

secretary  of  the  navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

The  “Sea  Gull."  Apprehensions  having  been 
expressed  in  some  of  the  public  prints,  respecting 
the  safety  of  the  “Sea  Gull,”  (tender  to  the  explor- 
ing expedition),  to  allay  any  uneasiness  that  might 
be  felt  by  the  friends  of  her  officers  and  crew,  it  is 
deemed  proper  (says  the  Globe)  to  publish  the  fol- 
lowing extract  from  a letter  addressed  to  the  navy 
department  by  lieutenant  Wilkes,  commanding  the 
exploring  expedition,  bearing  date 

U.  S.  flag  ship  Vincennes, 
harbor  oj  Callio,  July  1,  1839. 

The  “Sea  Gull”  and  “Flying  Fish”  left  Orange 
harbor  on  the  1st  of  May.  The  latter  arrived  at 
Valparaiso  on  the  16th  of  May,  having  parted  com- 
pany with  the  former  off  Cape  Horn  in  a gale  of 
wind;  and,  though  the  “Sea  Gull”  had  not  arrived  at 
Valparaiso  on  the  6th  of  June,  I feel  no  apprehen- 
sion for  her  safety,  and,  taking  into  consideration 
the  constant  head  winds  during  our  passage,  and  our 
stay  at  Valparaiso,  I did  not  consider  her  out  of 
time. 

By  way  of  Jamaica,  we  have  received  advices 
from  Callao,  to  July  31st,  and  from  Panama,  to  Au- 
gust 15  th. 

The  exploringexpedition  sailed  from  Callao  about 
the  middle  of  July.  It  was  supposed,  for  the  Sand- 
wich islands. 

Callao,  July  31,  1839. 

The  U.  S.  corvette  Lexington,  Clack,  is  expected 
here  daily  from  Guyaquil.  The  Falmouth,  McKee- 
ver,  is  in  this  harbor,  also  the  bark  Louisa,  of  Balti- 
more, and  the  Swan,  of  Boston.  The  Active  sailed 
the  day  before  yesterday  for  Valparaiso.  The  ex- 
ploring expedition  sailed  a fortnight  since,  supposed 
for  the  Sandwich  islands.  No  whalers  in. 

[N.  Y.  Journal. 

Exploring  (south  sea)  expedition.  By  a 
letter  dated  United  States  ship  Relief,  Callao  bay, 
July  16,  1839,  received  at  the  Philadelphia  ex- 
change, W'e  learn  that  “the  United  States  ship  Relief” 
was  to  sail  the  next  day  for  Whahoo,  Sandwich  is- 
lands, to  land  stores,  and  Irom  thence  proceeded  to 
Sydney,  New  South  Whales,  w'here  she  would  leave 
the  remainder  of  the  squadron,  and  then  return  home 
by  the  w*ay  of  St.  Helena,  and  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  (and  fully  expect  to  touch  at  St.  Helena  and 
the  Cape),  and  be  home  about  the  month  of  March 
or  April  next.  The  United  States  ship  Peacock, 
Vincennes,  brig  Consort,  and  schr.  Flying  Fish,  all 
of  the  expedition,  sailed  from  this  place  July  14,  for 
the  islands  and  N.  W.  coast,  &c. 

I am  sore  afraid  that  the  United  Slates  schooner 
Sea  Gull,  passed  midshipman  Ried  and  Bacon,  com- 
manders, is  no  more.  She  has  not  been  heard  of 
these  three  months  past.  As  there  has  been  so 
much  changing  about  I will  give  you  a list  of  offi- 
cers, viz: 

United  States  ship  Peacock — Lient.com.  Wm.  L. 
Hudson;  lieuts.  W.  Walker,  O.  H.  Perry,  G.  F. 
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Emmory,  F.  A.  Budd;  master,  Mr.  Baldwin;  passed 
midshipmen,  J.  B.  Lewis,  A.  B.  Davis,  Geo.  Coi- 
rocoressis,  J.  Palmer,  S.  Holmes;  midshipmen, 
Helrnsley,  Hudson;  boatswain,  T.  G.  Bell;  Gunner, 
T.  Lewis;  carpenter,  Jno.  W.  Dibble;  sailmaker,  J. 
D.  Freeman;  captain’s  clerk,  F.  Stewart;  purser, 
Wm.  Speiden. 

United  States  ship  Relief — Lieut,  comd’t.  A.  IC. 
Long;  lieut’s.  G.  W.  L.  Claiborne,  H.  J.  Hartstene, 
W.  Dale,  D.  Sickels;  boatswain,  W.  Black;  gunner, 
J.  D.  Anderson,  captain  N.  Laighton;  sailmaker,  J. 
Irvin;  passengers,  Mr.  N.  Bright,  Mr.  Percival,  and 
Mr.  Ellis;  master’s  mate,  purser  steward,  W.  H. 
Insley. 

Schooner  Flying  Fish — Lieut,  com’t.  R.  F. 
Pinckney;  sailing  master,  Knorr;  passed  midship- 
man, H.  Harrison. 

STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 

The  boundary. — The  Woodstock  (N.  B.)  Times, 
of  the  12th  instant,  informs  us  that  colonel  Mudge 
and  Mr.  Featherstonaugh  have  concluded  their  tour 
of  exploration  through  the  disputed  territory,  and 
have  proceeded  to  Quebec.  The  party  attached  to 
the  expedition  have  returned. 

Nothing  has  transpired,  says  the  Times,  that  can 
be  fully  depended  on  as  to  the  result  of  their  inves- 
tigation; but  adds  as  the  rumor  that  no  highlands 
corresponding  to  the  terms  of  the  treaty  have  been 
discovered,  except  at  the  sources  of  the  Penobscot, 
where  they  are  said  to  be  “decidedly  and  distinctly 
marked.”  No  doubt! 

Maine  silk. — We  have  before  us  a specimen  of 
sewing  silk  of  excellent  quality,  made  by  worms 
fed  with  the  native  mulberry,  by  Mr.  Finch,  of  the 
town  of  Washington,  in  Lincoln  county.  We  can 
make  silk  in  Maine  as  well  as  in  any  other  state. — 
The  winter  may  kili  the  tops  of  the  multicanlis  and 
some  other  varieties,  but  there  are  other  kinds  of 
mulberry  which  will  grow  well  here.  The  native 
tree  is  uninjured  by  winter,  and  we  have  now  in  our 
garden,  trees  of  the  white  Italian,  now  four  years 
old,  we  believe,  which  are  7 or  8 feet  high,  and 
spread  out  broadly  near  the  ground. 

[ Kennebec  Jour. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

The  quantity  of  wheat  raised  the  past  year  in 
New  Hampshire,  is  estimated  at  a.  bushel  and  a half 
for  each  inhabitant. 

VERMONT. 

Vermont  legislature. — We  learn,  from  Walton’s 
Daily  Journal,  that  the  members  of  the  senate  and 
house  of  representatives  of  Vermont,  met  at  the 
state  house  in  Montpelier  on  Thursday  the  10th  in- 
stant, pursuant  to  the  laws  of  the  state.  The  or- 
ganization of  both  houses  was  commenced  at  nine 
o’clock,  A.  M. 

In  the  senate,  the  hon.  David  M.  Camp,  lieute- 
nant governor,  called  to  order,  when,  on  motion,  the 
senate  proceed  to  the  election  of  secretaries  and 
chaplain.  Norman  Williams  was  elected  secretary, 
William  Weston,  assistant  secretary,  and  rev.  Buel 
W.  Smith,  chaplain. 

In  the  house  of  representatives,  the  secretary  of 
state,  C.  L.  Knapp,  esq.  called  to  order,  when  the 
usual  oath  was  administered  to  225  members.  The 
house  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  speaker. — 
Mr.  Patridge  nominated  Paul  Dillingham,  jr.  (L.  F.) 
of  Waterbury,  and  Mr.  Fullam  nominated  the  hon. 
Carlos  Coolidge,  of  Windsor.  The  latter  gentleman 
was  elected  by  the  following  vote: 

Carlos  Coolidge,  whig,  1 16 

Paul  Dillingham,  jr.  loco  foco,  109 


Whole  number  of  votes, 


225 


Majority  for  Carlos  Coolidge,  7 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  clerk,  when 
Ferrand  F.  Merrill,  whig,  was  chosen.  After  the 
due  organization  of  the  house,  Mr.  Brown,  of  St. 
Albans,  introduced  a resolution  providing  for  a com- 
mittee of  three  to  join  the  senate,  to  be  appointed 
by  the  house,  to  investigate  and  report  as  to  the  ma- 
nagement and  condition  of  the  Bank  of  Windsor  and 
the  Essex  bank— also  into  the  state  of  the  safety 
fund,  so  far  as  to  ascertain  whether  that  fund  can 
prevent  losses  on  the  bills  of  the  above  banks — said 
committee  to  have  power  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers;  which,  after  a few  remarks  by  Messrs. 
Brown  and  Fairbanks,  was  unanimously  adopted. 

At  4 o’clock,  P.  M.  the  two  houses  met  in  joint 
assembly  to  receive  the  report  of  the  canvassing 
committee.  The  following  is  a statement  of  the 
votes  cast  at  the  general  election: 

For  governor. 

Silas  H.  Jenison,  24,611 — elected. 

Nathan  Smilie,  22,257 

Scattering,  34 


For  lieut.  governor. 

David  M.  Camp,  24,608 — elected. 

O.  C.  Merrill,  22,266 

Scattering,  23 

For  treasurer. 

Henry  F.  James,  24,520— elected. 

Daniel  Baldwin,  22,271 

Scattering,  11 

The  editors  of  the  Journal,  in  giving  these  results 
to  the  public,  say,  “we  have  the  pleasure  to-day  of 
announcing  to  our  friends  that  the  whigs  are  trium- 
phant in  the  house,  by  a handsome  majority,  not- 
withstanding all  the  bluster  of  the  locos.  The  house 
gives  us  7 whig  majority,  and  the  senate  6 — majori- 
ty in  joint  ballot  13.  The  official  canvass  for  the 
state  ticket  is  better  than  was  anticipated,  showing 
an  average  majority  over  the  loco  foco  ticket  of  2,315. 
All  right!  The  loco  focos  have  succeeded  in  scaring 
us  just  enough  to  secure  a fine  whig  rally  and  a 
♦humping  whig:  majority  at  the  noxt  elootion.” 

The  administration  paper  in  announcing  this  re- 
sult says: 

The  legislature  of  this  state  met  on  the  11th  in- 
stant, when  the  house  of  representatives  was  orga- 
nised by  the  choice  of  Carlos  Coolidge  as  speaker. 
His  majority  over  Paul  Dillingham,  the  democratic 
candidate,  was  seven.  “This  meagre  majority,” 
says  the  Albany  Argus,  “in  which  the  whigs  main- 
tain their  ascendancy  in  the  house,  shows  a loss 
since  last  year  of  nearly  sixty  members — they  af- 
fect to  regard  as  a triumph.  It  is  so,  perhaps,  in 
one  sense — such  has  been  the  progress  of ‘the  sober 
second  thought’  among  the  green  mountain  boys, 
that  the  federalists  are  glad  to  escape  with  a majo- 
rity of  seven  now,  where  last  year  they  counted  up- 
wards of  sixty.” 

Last  year  the  whole  number  of  votes  was  43,932 
Jennison’s  majority  was  then  5,544.  His  majority 
now’  is  only  2,320.  The  democratic  vote  last  year 
was  only  19,194;  it  is  now  22,257.  Democratic 
nett  gain,  three  thousand  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
seven  votes. 

Officers.  Charles  Davis,  of  Danville,  has  been 
elected  auditor  in  the  treasury  department  of  Ver 
rnont;  Charles  K.  Williams,  chief  justice  of  the  su- 
preme court;  Stephen  Royce,  first  assistant  judge; 
Jacob  Collamer,  second  assistant  judge;  Isaac  F. 
Redfield,  third  assistant  judge;  and  Milo  E.  Ben- 
net,  fourth  assistant  judge;  Milton  Brown,  superin- 
tendent of  the  state  prison;  Charles  Hopkins,  A.  G. 
Whittemore  and  Leonard  Sargent,  of  deaf,  dumb 
and  blind;  C.  L.  Knapp,  secretary  of  state;  David 
Pearce,  auditor  of  accounts  against  the  state;  and 
Edward  J.  H.  Prentiss,  sergeant-at-arms. 

Collegiate.  Dr.  Cox,  late  one  of  the  professors  in 
the  Auburn  Theological  seminary,  and  now  pastor 
of.a  church  in  Brooklyn,  has  been  appointed  presi- 
dent of  the  Middlebury  (Vt.)  college,  Dr.  Bates 
having  resigned. 

Whig  convention.  A state  convention  was  held 
by  the  whigs  of  Vermont,  on  the  16th  inst.  to  ap- 
point delegates  to  the  national  convention.  The 
follow  ing  resolution,  which  takes  the  true  ground, 
was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  we  entirely  concur  in  the  neces- 
sity for  the  proposed  national  convention  at  Harris- 
burg, on  the  first  Wednesday  in  December  next,  for 
the  purpose  of  selecting  a candidate  for  the  office  of 
president  of  the  United  States:  and  that  we  enter- 
tain full  confidence  that,  in  the  sacrifice  of  personal 
preferences  for  the  promotion  of  the  public  good, 
which,  w’e  trust,  will  mark  the  proceedings  of  that 
convention,  a candidate  will  be  selected  who  will 
command  the  confidence  of  all  the  democratic  whigs 
in  the  United  States;  and  that  there  will  be  thus 
secured  the  election  of  a successor  to  the  present 
chief  magistrate,  who  will  be  content  to  be  the  con- 
stitutional president  of  the  United  States,  instead  of 
the  head  of  a party,  and  in  whose  administration 
full  and  triumphant  effect  shall  be  given  to  the  great 
and  noble  principles  for  which  the  democrat  whigs 
of  the  United  States  are  contending. 

The  Montpelier  Journal,  in  reference  to  the  con- 
vention, says:  “Its  proceedings  were  marked  with 
good  feeling,  unanimity  and  zeal  for  the  great  cause 
of  democratic  whig  principles.  The  reader  will 
observe  that  no  person  was  named  as  the  preference 
of  Vermont  for  the  presidency;  the  necessity  of 
any  such  avowal  is  superceded  bv  the  known  and 
universal  determination  of  the  whigs  of  the  state — 
a determination  to  prefer  and  zealously  to  support 
that  candidate  who  will  command  the  most  strength 
in  the  campaign.  The  whigs  of  Vermont  confident- 
ly expect  that  the  convention  at  Harrisburg  will 
nominate  such  a candidate.” 


Three  men  at  Chelsea,  Mass,  have  been  arrested 
on  suspicion  of  having  tarred  and  feathered  a Mr. 
Asa  M.  Savels,  on  account  of  his  active  exertions 
to  enforce  the  license  law. 

Fire.— A cotton  factory  at  West  Boyalston, 
Mass,  has  been  destroyed  by  fire.  Loss  $50,000— 
insurance  30,000. 

Mr.  Phinney,  of  Lexkigfon,  in  Mass,  makes  3 or 
$4,000  annually  by  raising  pork,  and  he  uses  sweet 
apples  as  the  principal  article  of  food. — He  calcu- 
lates that  whatever  he  gets  for  his  pork  is  clear  pro- 
fit, as  he  makes  his  hogs  pay  the  cost  of  their  keep- 
ing, by  the  manure  he  gets  from  his  piggery. 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

The  geological  and  agricultural  survey.  Dr.  J ack- 
son  has  already  made  considerable  progress  in  hig 
laLors,  and  it  must  not  be  forgotten,  that  in  order  to 
make  the  result  of  his  exertions  valuable,  he  must 
receive  the  assistance  of  the  people  in  the„various 
towns,  more  particularly  of  the  farmers,  who  will, 
to  a greater  extent  than  any  other  class,  receive  the 
immediate  benefit  of  the  undertaking.  A circular 
has  been  addressed  to  many  of  the  farmers  in  all 
parts  of  the  slate,  asking  for  information  con- 
cerning the  nature  of  the  soil,  modes  of  cultivation, 
kinds  of  crops,  amount  and  breeds  of  cattle,  and 
many  other  particulars,  which,  if  replied  to  gene- 
rally, will  give  a great  deal  of  very  valuable  statisti- 
cal information.  It  will  be  but  little  trouble  to  each 
individual  to  reply  to  the  queries  contained  in  this 
circular,  and  every  one  who  does  so  will  be  adding 
to  the  general  stock  of  information,  which  it  is  one 
object  of  this  survey  to  collect  and  embody. 

[Prm 7.  Jmir. 

NEW  YORK. 

Governor  Seward  has  appointed  Thursday,  the 
28th  day  of  November  next,  to  be  observed  through- 
out the  state  of  New  York,  as  a day  of  public  wor- 
ship, thanksgiving  and  prayer. 

The  New  York  canal  commissioners  have  direct- 
ed the  state  engineers  to  reduce  their  estimate  to 
contractors  for  work  on  the  Erie  canal,  sixty  per 
cent. 

A New  York  paper  says — “Nearly  three  millions 
of  dollars  will  be  realized  this  year  from  the  quar- 
ries of  lime  and  flagging  stone  in  four  counties  in 
this  state.” 

The  amount  of  tolls  received  on  the  New  York* 
canals,  during  the  first  week  of  October,  is  stated 
at  $65,751  43.  In  the  corresponding  week  of  last 
year  the  amount  was  $61,774  47.  Increase  for  one 
week  about  $4,000. 

The  Journal  of  Commerce  states  that  the  Wool 
Growers  bank — one  of  the  free  banks — has  stopped 
payment  of  its  bills.  The  bill  holders  are,  however, 
considered  safe,  as  it  never  had  more  than  $20,000 
from  the  comptroller,  and  is  supposed  now  not  to 
have  more  than  $5,000  in  circulation. 

New  bank.  We  learn  that  articles  of  association 
were  filed  last  week  lor  the  Union  bank  at  Buffalo, 
and  that  the  bank  commences  operations  immedi- 
ately. We  also  learn  that  J.  Saltar,  has  been  elect- 
ed president,  and  S.  I.  Powers,  cashier,  and  that  H. 
H.  Sizer,  and  others  compose  the  association. 

Flour  and  wheat.  The  quantity  of  wheat  and 
flour  delivered  at  the  Hudson  river  from  the  Erie 
canal  in  the  first  two  weeks  in  June,  in  the  last  and 
present  year,  is  as  follows,  viz: 

Barrels. 

1839  76,018 

1838  66,799 


Increase,  9,219 

The  total  amount  in  each  year  to  the  22d  June,  is 
as  follows: 

Barrels. 

1839  261,089 

1838  251,864 


Whole  number, 


46,902 


MASSACHUSETTS. 

The  banks  in  Boston  have  a circulation  of  three 
millions,  and  specie  to  the  amount  of  fifteen  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars. 


Increase,  9,225 

Erie  enlargement  loan.  The  loan  for  which  the 
commissioners  of  the  canal  fund  advertised  to  re- 
ceive proposals,  of  one  million  five  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  to  carry  on  the  work  of  the  enlargement  of 
the  Erie  canal,  was  taken  yesterday  by  Messrs. 
Prime,  Ward  & King,  of  New  York,  who  offered  to 
take  the  whole  amount,  [laying  a dollar  in  money  for 
every  dollar  of  stock,  on  the  terms  specified  in  the 
advertisement.  It  is  understood  that  these  gentle- 
man acted  in  behalf  of  a number  of  banks,  who  pur- 
chase the  bills  to  be  drawn  on  England  against  the 
stock,  and  thus  prevent  the  exportation  of  specie  to 
the  amount  of  such  bills.  This  operation  relieves 
our  moneyed  institutions  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
from  impending  danger  with  which  t hey  were  threat- 
ened by  a run  for  specie,  removes  all  apprehensions 
of  their  stability,  enables  them  to  aid  the  banks  in 
the  interior  by  extending  every  possible  accommoda- 
tion to  them,  preserves  the  currency  of  the  state 
sound  and  healthy,  and  at  the  same  time  affords  the 
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medium  of  continuing  the  public  works  and  retain- 
ing the  laborers  who  are  employed  on  them. 

[, Albany  Journal. 

In  relation  to  this  loan  the  Courier  and  Enquirer 
of  the  21st  says! 

The  state  loan.  The  Argus  is  very  much  trou- 
bled because  the  five  per  cent,  state  loan  of  1,500,000 
dollars  has  been  taken  at  par,  by  the  banks  of  this 
city,  with  the  view  of  disposing  ot  the  stock  in  Lon- 
don. When  we  consider  the  shifts  to  which  the  loco 
foco  corporation  has  been  reduced  to  raise  the  wind 
for  the  water  works,  we  are  not  sui  prised  that  the 
Argus  should  manifest  this  disposition;  but  we  are 
persuaded  that  it  will  find  no  sympathy  with  the  in- 
telligent people  of  New  York. 

The  Argus  complains  that  this  loan  has  been  ne- 
gociated  in  violation  of  the  law,  which  requires  two 
weeks  notice,  and  publication  of  the  proposals.  To 
this  complaint  the  Evening  Journal  makes  the  fol- 
lowing reply: 

Until  within  a very  few  days,  there  was  little  pros- 
pect of  obtaining  a state  loan  on  any  terms.  But  the 
suspension  of  the  Pennsylvania  banks,  and  the  con- 
sequent apprehension  of  a run  upon  our  own  banks 
in  New  York  brought  the  latter  to  perceive  the  ad- 
vantage of  having  some  state  stock  remitted  to  Eng- 
land, and  rendered  them  willing  to  purchase  small 
bills,  or  obtain  credit  on  the  strength  of  such  stock. 
The  moment  for  effecting  a loan  having  thus  arriv- 
ed, somewhat  unexpectedly,  it  became  absolutely 
necessary  to  improve  it  at  once,  or  the  opportunity 
would  be  lost  lor  the  present  season.  To  answer 
the  purpose  of  sustaining  the  banks,  it  was  indis- 
pensable that  the  stock  should  be  remitted  to  Eng- 
land in  the  Liverpool  steamer,  which  sails  this  day 
from  New  York.  In  this  emergency,  the  longest 
possible  notice  of  the  loan  was  given.  It  was  pub- 
lished in  two  papers  of  the  city  of  New  York  on  the 
16th  instant,  in  the  Daily  Advertiser  of  this  city  and 
in  this  paper  ofthe  17th  instant,  and  would  have  been 
in  the  Argus  of  that  day  if  the  paper  had  not  went 
to  press  before  the  arrival  of  the  steamboat  mail. — 
The  commissioners  of  the  canal  fund  had  on  the  3d 
instant  directed  proposals  for  this  loan  to  be  issued, 
but  for  the  reasons  before  stated,  were  compelled  to 
postpone  a specification  of  the  terms  until  the  best 
terms  could  be  ascertained,  and  of  course  to  delay 
the  publication  of  the  proposals  until  that  time.  The 
spirit  and  intent  of  the  law  has  been  fully  complied 
with,  for  the  most  abundant  notice  has  been  given 
to  all  who  could  or  would  avail  themselves  of  it. 

Similar  instances  of  departure  from  the  directions 
of  a statute  requiring  notice,  are  frequent  in  the 
practice  of  the  former  state  officers.  The  law  re- 
quires that  all  work  done  on  the  canals  shall  be  un- 
der a written  contract,  to  be  filed  with  the  comp- 
troller, and  which  contract  can  be  made  only  after 
previous  public  notice  “which  shall  be  published 
for  three  weeks  in  succession  in  the  state  paper,  and 
in  one  or  more  of  the  newspapers  in  each  county  in 
which  the  work  to  be  proposed,  or  any  part  thereof, 
is  to  be  made.”  And  yet  it  is  notorious  that  con- 
tracts to  large  amounts  have  been  made  by  the  canal 
commissioners,  without  any  previous  notice  what- 
ever, which  have  been  paid  by  Messrs.  Flagg  &. 
Dix  and  their  associates.  Exigencies  arose,  which 
did  not  admit  of  the  required  notice.  And  so  in  this 
case.  The  departure  of  the  Liverpool  without  the 
stock,  would  have  frustrated  the  whole,  and  pre- 
vented any  loan  whatever  being  made. 

The  people  of  this  state  will  not  complain  that  a 
loan  has  been  effected  to  such  an  amount,  calculat- 
ed to  produce  such  auspicious  results,  although 
fourteen  days  notice  was  not  given,  especially  when 
no  one  could  be  injured  by  the  omission. 

The  decision  of  the  supreme  court  in  the  case  of 
the  People  us.  Allen,  in  the  6th  Wendell,  486,  con- 
tains principles  which  fully  justify  a departure  from 
the  provisions  of  a statute,  which  are  merely  direc- 
tory as  to  the  mode  of  performing  a duly  or  exer- 
cising an  authority,  and  when  there  are  no  negative 
words  restraining  the  act  to  the  mode  prescribed. — 
Upon  the  whole,  we  think  no  one  will  be  dissatisfied 
at  the  success  of  this  loan,  but  those  who  are  deter- 
mined to  be  dissatisfied  at  any  thing — the  Argus 
junto. 

From,  the  Western  State  Journal. 

Cyracuse,  Oct  3,  3 o'clock , P.  M. 

DEMOCRATIC  REPUBLICAN  STATE  CONVENTION. 

The  delegates  to  the  convention  began  to  arrive 
in  force  in  last  night’s  train  from  Utica,  which  con- 
tained the  greatest  number  of  passengers  that  has 
ever  passed  over  the  road.  The  stages,  packets 
and  cars  this  morning,  have  been  filled  with  dele- 
gates coming  in  from  the  different  counties. 

At  11  o’clock,  the  convention  met  in  the  Baptist 
church,  and  on  motion  of  H.  H.  Romeyn,  of  Ulster, 
was  informally  organised  by  the  appointment  of 
judge  Hamilton,  of  Schoharie,  chairman,  pro.  tem. 
and  Dr.  Pill,  of  Orange,  and  Mr.  McCulloch,  of 
Jefferson,  secretaries. 


5th  do. 
6th  do. 
7th  do. 
8th  do. 


do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 


A committee  of  two  from  each  senate  district, 
was  appointed  to  report,  in  the  afternoon,  the  names 
of  suitable  officers  to  preside  over  the  deliberations 
of  the  convention. 

The  delegates  from  the  several  counties,  were 
directed  to  report  their  names,  residence  and  near- 
est post  office,  to  the  secretaries,  at  the  afternoon 
session. 

We  should  judge  that  between  forty  and  fifty 
counties  were  represented,  some  of  them  by  large 
delegations.  We  notice  from  some  of  the  counties, 
old,  tried  and  familiar  names  among  the  democracy. 
There  must  be  several  hundred  participating  in  the 
proceedings.  The  highest  degree  ot  enthusiasm 
and  confidence  prevails. 

Afternoon  session.  At  3 o’clock,  the  convention 
re-assembled.  The  committee  to  select  officers  of 
the  convention,  reported  the  names  of  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Officers  of  the  convention. 

Richard  Keese,  of  Clinton  county,  chairman. 
Joseph  Meeks,  1st  senate  dist. 'J 
Chas.  H.  Bellows,  2d  do.  do. 

T.  L.  Thomas,  3d  do. 

Barnet  Vrooraan,  4th  do. 

Ab’m  Van  Eps, 

Win.  H.  Bull, 

Slier.  Beardsley, 

Rob’t  Haight, 

Jas.  H.  Jackson,  Dutches,  ^ 

G.  L.  Dox,  Albany,  I , . 

V.  W.  Smith,  Onondaga,  f secretarles- 

H.  A.  Carter,  Niagara,  J 

The  honorable  Nathaniel  P.  Talmadge  is 
now  addressing  one  of  the  most  numerous  audiences 
that  has  ever  been  assembled  for  a political  object 
in  the  state. 

Conservative  slate  convention.  There  is  now  in 
session  at  Cyracuse,  one  of  the  most  formidable  and 
imposing  political  conventions  that  ever  assembled 
in  this  state.  It  represents  the  unchanged  democra- 
cy of  New  York,  and  in  numbers  and  character,  will 
challenge  the  admiration  of  friends  and  excite  the 
terror  of  foes.  All  but  the  counties  in  the  extreme 
parts  of  the  state  are  strongly  represented  by  men 
who  have  been  pillars  ot  the  democratic  party  from 
1798.  They  come  together,  not  to  nominate  can- 
didates for  office;  not  io  distribute  the  “spoils  of 
victory,”  but  to  assert  and  maintain  the  principles 
which  lay  at  the  root  of  our  government  and  its  in- 
stitutions. 

In  1835,  a Virginia  state  rights  member  of  con- 
gress first  introduced  the  sub-treasury  scheme.  It 
was  denounced  by  general  Jackson  and  the  Globe; 
opposed  by  the  entire  Jackson  party,  and  voted 
down  by  whigs  and  Jackson  men  together.  In  1838 
the  same  sub-treasury  scheme  was  introduced  by 
Mr.  Van  Buren.  The  late  governor  Marcy,  with 
most  ot  his  leading  supporters  in  this  state,  again 
took  their  ground  against  it.  But  they  lacked 
either  integrity  or  firmness  to  keep  their  ground. — 
The  ex-governor,  with  his  office-holders,  stifling 
the  dictates  of  conscience,  have  “wheeled  about.” 
They  are  now  the  supporters  of  a “disorganizing 
and  revolutionary”  scheme. 

But  there  was  a conservative  band  of  republicans, 
who  resisted  the  patronage  and  defied  the  power  of 
the  executive.  They  assembled  last  fall  at  Syra- 
cuse and  boldly  reiterated  the  sentiments  which 
the  whole  party  approved  in  1835.  The  result  of 
those  deliberations  told  auspiciously  on  the  last 
election. 

The  avowal  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  on  his  arrival  at 
Oastle  Garden,  that  the  federal  sub-treasury  scheme 
was  to  be  again  urged  upon  congress,  has  called 
the  conservatives  again  into  the  field!  They  meet 
now  with  greatly  augmented  members,  and  with 
renewed  assurance  of  success.  Hundreds,  nay 
thousands,  who  either  neglected  to  vote  last  fall,  or 
voted  for  Marcy,  are  now  standing,  shoulder  to 
shoulder,  with  your  “Gideon  Lees,”  your  “Ju- 
dah Hammonds,”  your  “Benjamin  Birdsalls,”  &c. 
&c.  whom  the  state  printer  thrust  out  of  party  with 
the  utmost  complacence! 

It  will  be  seen,  in  another  column,  by  an  extra 
of  the  Western  State  Journal,  that  the  convention 
was  organised  by  the  appointment  of  staunch  demo- 
cratic officers.  The  delegates  generally  constitute 
the  “bone  and  muscle”  of  the  democracy  of  the 
counties  in  which  they  reside.  They  are  acting,  in 
the  convention  and  at  home,  with  a zeal  and  energy 
which  gives  assurance  that  our  “liberties  are  des- 
tined to  endure.” 

When  the  cars  left  Syracuse  at  4,  P.  M.  yester- 
day afternoon,  the  honorable  N.  P.  Talmadge  was 
addressing  between  two  and  three  thousand  people, 
with  great  eloquence  and  power.  His  vindication 
from  the  epithets  of  “apostate”  and  “traitor”  with 
which  the  collar  press  abounds,  was  most  trium- 
phant. Ilis  exposition  of  the  dangerous  and  cor- 
rupting features  and  tendency  of  the  federal  sub- 


treasury scheme  was  equally  effective  and  con- 
clusive. 

It  was  understood  that  the  honorable  Hugh  S.  Le- 
gare,  the  late  distinguished  conservative  member  of 
congress  from  South  Carolina,  who  was  at  Syracuse, 
would  follow  Mr.  Tallinage.  It  was  expected,  also, 
that  the  late  adjutant  general  Hubbell,  (who  made 
a stirring  speech  at  Auburn,  on  Tuesday  evening), 
would  address  the  convention.  [Alb.  Eve.  Jour. 

Since  the  above  was  in  type,  we  have  received  a 
letter  from  Syracuse,  dated  the  afternoon  of  the  3d. 
It  contains  little  additional  to  the  information  con- 
veyed in  the  foregoing  extracts;  but  gives  a glow- 
ing picture  of  the  ardor  and  enthusiasm  which  pre- 
vailed among  the  delegates. 

Could  you  be  here  to  see  the  joy,  enthusiasm  and 
determination  expressed  in  every  countenance,  you 
would  say  it  is  “glory  enough”  to  act  with  such  as- 
sociates. I feel  that  the  empire  state  will  spurn  the 
dictator,  and  wholly  disenthral  herself  at  the  coming 
election. 

The  number  of  delegates  is  near  five  hundred,  and 
more  to  arrive.  Forty-five  counties  are  represented. 
The  honorable  N.P.  Talmadge  spoke  for  three  hours; 
his  speech  was  masterly.  Mr.  Legare,  who  was  on 
his  way  to  Niagara,  also  addressed  us  most  elo- 
quently and  effectively.  I will  write  again  to- 
morrow. 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopted  at  a re- 
cent ward  meeting  of  friends  to  the  administration 
in  New  York. 

Resolved,  That  the  legislature  of  New  York  has 
no  constitutional  power  to  charter  banks;  and  that 
and  every  other  legislature  in  the  union  is  prohibit- 
ed from  chartering  banks  by  the  express  letter  of 
the  constitution. 

Resolved,  That  every  chartered  bank  in  the  state 
of  New  York  is  an  usurpation,  existing  in  direct  vi- 
olation of  the  constitution  of  the  U.  States,  which  is 
the  supreme  law  of  the  land. 

Resolved,  That  every  democratic  legislator  in  this 
state  that  shall  hereafter  vote  for  a new  bank  char- 
ter, or  for  the  renewal  of  an  old  one,  or  for  extend- 
ing legislative  aid  to  any  bank  whose  charter  shall 
expire,  or  which  shall  suspend  specie  payments,  will 
be  a traitor  to  the  democratic  cause,  and  the  people 
of  this  republic,  and  to  the  best  interests  of  the  hu- 
man family  throughout  the  world. 

Resolved,  That  the  delegates  elected  this  evening 
to  represent  this  ward  in  the  senatorial  and  county 
conventions,  be  instructed  to  vote  for  no  candidate, 
either  for  the  senate  or  assembly,  who  does  not  de- 
clare unequivocally  that  he  is  in  favor  of  the  passage 
of  a law  to  prohibit  the  banks  from  issuing  bills  of  a 
less  denomination  than  five  dollars,  and  the  separa- 
tion of  bank  and  state. 

Resolved,  That  as  the  constitution  expressly  pro- 
hibits the  states  from  “coining  money — emitting 
bills  of  credit,  or  making  any  thing  but  gold  and 
silver  coin  a tender  in  payment  of  debts,”  and  as 
no  state  can  properly  do  indirectly  by  others  what  it 
cannot  do  directly  itself,  we  consider  all  state  bank 
charters  as  unconstitutional  and  de  facto  void. 

Resolved,  That  this  meeting  are  in  favor  of  the 
gradual  suppression  of  all  bank  notes  under  the  de- 
nomination of  twenty  dollars. 

Resolved,  That  our  delegates  to  the  general  nomi- 
nating committee  at  Tammany  Hall  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  instructed,  to  use  their  exertions  to  procure 
the  nomination  of  candidates  for  the  legislature,  who 
fully  coincide  in  the  principles  set  forth  in  the  above 
resolutions. 

New  York  circular.  A number  of  the  most 
respectable  merchants  of  New  York,  finding  that 
the  system  of  accepting  drafts  as  hitherto  practised, 
has  been  ruinous  to  some  and  injurious  to  many 
have  adopted  the  following 

circular. 

New  York,  Sept.  14,  1839. 

Sir:  The  system  of  accepting,  hitherto,  has  been 
(not  only ) injurious  to  the  commission  merchant, 
but  also  to  the  miller,  and  for  (he  safety  of  both' 
must  be  changed.  We  have,  therefore  resolved  to 
discontinue  it,  unless  under  the  following  regula- 
tions: 

1st.  That  all  purchases  of  wheat  shall  be  re- 
gulated by  the  price  of  flour  in  the  city  of  New 
York. 

2d.  That  no  wheat  shall  be  taken  by  you  unless 
the  price  is  actually  fixed  at  the  time,  so  that  no  ad- 
ditional rise  should  be  paid  at  any  future  time. 

3d.  That  we  shall  not  accept  for  any  person  or 
persons,  who  shall  pay,  or  cause  to  be  paid,  any 
higher  price  for  wheat  than  the  board  of  millers,  at 
Rochester,  from  time  to  time  may  fix;  nor  shall  we 
acccept  in  any  instance,  for  any  person  or  persons, 
who  shall  ship  any  part  of  his  or  their  flour  for  sale, 
(or  who  shall  caused  to  be  shipped)  to  any  east- 
ern port  or  place,  such  flour  for  sale,  as  the  prac- 
tice has  been  injurious  to  the  millers,  and  has  pre- 
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vented  and  destroyed  the  competition  which  for- 
merly existed  in  our  own  market. 

4th.  The  city  of  Rochester  being  the  common 
centre  of  the  trade,  is  considered  the  best  place  for 
some  uniformity  of  prices;  and  we  hope  the  millers 
there,  as  well  as  at  other  places,  will  act  in  concert 
and  good  faith,  allowing  the  difference  in  transpor- 
tation, either  east  or  west,  to  be  added  or  deducted 
to  or  from  the  prices  paid  at  Rochester;  and  fur- 
ther, that  all  coutracts  for  wheat,  to  be  delivered  at 
some  future  time,  is  an  evasion  of  the  second  regu- 
lation, and  comes  within  its  meaning.  Our  only  ob- 
ject in  carrying  out  the  above  regulations  is  to  pre- 
vent speculations,  and  save  ourselves  from  loss,  as 
well  as  to  see  the  miller  paid  a fair  compensation 
for  his  services;  and  having  notified  the  banks  of 
this  rule  of  action,  we  hope  you  will  see  the  pro- 
priety of  carrying  it  out,  so  that  both  of  us  can  act 
together.  We  are  respectfully,  yours,  &c.  etc. 

NEW  JERSEY. 

Members  elect  of  the  New  Jersey  legislature. 

Bergen.  Council,  Francis  Price.  Assembly,  John 
G.  Ackerman,  Albert  G.Doremus,  Albert  J. Terhune. 

*Passaic.  Council,  Nathaniel  Board.  Assembly, 
Eiisha  B.  Clarke,  John  F.  Ryerson.  | 

* Essex . Council,  Amzi  Armstrong.  Assembly,  t 
William  Stites,  Edward  Sanderson,  Abm.  V.  Spear,  ] 
James  H.  Robinson,  Samuel  H.  Gardner. 

*Morris.  Council,  Jacob  W.  Miller.  Assembly, 
Abraham  Brittin,  Ebenezer  F.  Smith,  Jacob  Wise, 
Paul  B.  De  Bow. 

Sussex.  Council,  Daniel  Haines.  Assembly,  Jos. 
Greer,  Samuel  Truex,  William  H.  Nyce. 

Warren.  Council,  Robert  H.  Kennedy.  Assembly, 
Samuel  Shoemaker,  George  W.  Smythe,  John  Moore. 

*Middlesex.  Council,  David  B.  Appleget.  Assem- 
bly, Lewis  Golding,  David  Dunn,  Frederics  Richmond, 
Cornelius  C.  Cruser. 

*Snmerset.  Council,  Augustus  R.  Taylor.  Assem- 
bly, Daniel  Corey,  A.  V.  Sutphen,  Henry  H.  Wilson. 

*Mercer.  Council,  Charles  G.  McChesney.  Assem- 
bly, Josiah  S.  Worth,  Robert  C.  Hutchinson. 

Hunterdon.  Council,  James  Snyder.  Assembly, 
Philip  Hier,  Garret  Servis,  Joseph  Exton. 

* Burlington . Council,  William  frick.  Assembly, 
John  Emley,  William  Black,  jr.  Bowes  R.  Brown, 
Levi  Borton,  Elihu  Mathis. 

Monmouth.  Council,  Benjamin  Oliphant.  Assem- 
bly, James  Craig,  Thomas  E.  Coombs,  William  T. 
Forman,  Garret  Siers. 

* Gloucester . Council,  Joseph  Porter.  Assembly, 
Richard  W.  Snowden,  Joseph  Franklin,  Charles 
Reeves,  Elijah  Bower. 

Atlantic.  Council,  Japhet  Ireland.  Assembly  Ro- 
bert B.  Risley. 

Salem.  Council,  John  H.  Lambert.  Assembly, 
David  Hurley,  John  Summerill,  jr.  Moses  Richman, 


Jr 


*Cumherland.  Council,  Samuel  Barber.  Assembly, 
Isaac  Newcomb,  Bolford  M.  Bonham,  Ephraim  H. 
Whittaker. 

*Cape  May.  Council,  Amos  Corson.  Assembly, 
Thomas  P.  Hughes. 

Parties  in  the  legislature. 

Whig.  Van  Buren. 

Council.  Assembly.  Council.  Assembly. 


Bergen, 
Essex, 
Passaic, 
Morris, 
Sussex, 
Warren, 
Middlesex, 
Somerset, 
Hunterton, 
Mercer, 
Monmouth, 
Burlington, 
Gloucester, 
Atlantic, 
Salem, 
Cumberland, 
Cape  May, 


1 


10  33  7 20 

Whig  majority  on  joint  ballot,  16. 

The  administration  papers  thus  speak  of  the  result  of 
the  election: 

From  the  Trenton  Emporium. 

GLORIOUS  NEWS, 

The  democratic  congressmen  sustained  by  fourteen  hundred 
majority. 

The  freemen  of  New  Jersey  have  spoken.  They 
have  set  their  seals  of  condemnation  upon  the  acls  of 
the  governor  and  privy  council.  They  have  told  Wil- 
liam Pennington  and  his  pliant  tools,  Booream  and  Fi- 
thian  that  the  majority  shall  rule — that  the  will  of 
the  people  expressed  through  the  ballot  box,  shall  be  the 
supreme  law  of  the  land. 

At  the  October  election  of  1838,  five  democratic  can- 
didates were  elected  to  congress,  by  an  average  majori- 
ty of  100  votes.  The  governor  and  privy  council  took 
upon  themselves  the  responsibility  of  throwing  out  two 
democratic  townships,  which  entirely  reversed  the  ex- 
pressed will  of  the  people. 

The  question  came  before  the  people  at  the  last  elec- 
tion— shall  we  sustain  the  governor  and  council  in  this 


fraud?  or  shall  we  sustain  the  right  of  the  democratic 
candidates  to  seats  in  the  next  congress?  The  people 
have  spoken,  and  the  question  has  been  decided  on  the 
side  of  justice.  There  can  be  no  longer  any  doubt  as 
to  who  are  rioht — twice  have  the  people  said  the  de- 
mocratic candidates  shall  be  our  representatives. 

The  result  exhibits  a gain  to  the  democracy  since  last 
year  of  over  fourteen  hundred  votes — as  exhibited  by 


the  following  table. 

Bern.  maj.  1838. 

Item.  maj.  1839, 

Bergen, 

228 

357 

Sussex, 

1.606 

*1,606 

Warren, 

864 

*864 

Hunterdon, 

899 

1,000 

Monmouth, 

230 

494 

Atlantic, 

160 

*160 

Salem, 

38 

150 

4,025 

4,631 

4,025 

Democratic  gain, 

606 

Whig  maj.  1838. 

Whig  maj.  1839. 

Essex, 

1,591 

*1,591 

Passaic, 

254 

109 

Morris, 

299 

152 

Somerset, 

153 

160 

Middlesex, 

164 

76 

Mercer, 

284 

268 

Burlington, 

570 

350 

Gloucester, 

500 

290 

Cumberland, 

33 

Cape  May, 

200 

*200 

4,015 

3,229 

3,229 

Federal  loss, 

786 

RECAPITULATION. 

Democratic  majority  in  7 counties,  606 

Federal  loss  in 

10  counties, 

786 

Democratic  gain  since  last  year,  1,392 

Added  to  democratic  majority  in  last 

congressional  election, 

74 

Maj.  for  the  democracy  in  the  state,  1,466 

The  above  statement  is  made  up  from  reported  ma- 
jorities. In  our  next  we  shall  give  the  whole  number 
of  votes  polled  in  the  state.  We  have  no  doubt  the 
popular  vote  will  be  swelled  to  nearly  two  thousand 
votes. 

To  this  logic  a whig  paper,  the  New  York  American 
replies: 

The  Evening  Post  protests  against  the  inference  of 
this  paper,  that  the  result  of  the  recent  election  in  this 
state  is  to  be  looked  upon  as  confirming  the  decision  of 
the  governor  and  council — and  insists,  that  as  the  ag- 
gregate vote  of  the  state  is  in  favor  of  the  administra- 
tion, that  decision  was,  in  fact,  condemned. 

Let  us  look  at  the  facts.  At  the  last  election,  the 
gross  frauds  and  illegalities  by  which  the  Van  Buren 
congress  ticket  was  made  to  present  a nominal  majori- 
ty, occurred  chiefly  at  South  Amboy,  in  Middlesex 
county,  and  at  Milville,  in  Cumberland  county — and 
against  the  clerks  of  these  two  counties,  vvho  made  no 
return  of  these  illegalities,  was  the  especial  wrath  of 
the  partisans  of  power  directed. 

In  these  two  counties,  then,  was  the  question  of  the 
conduct  of  the  governor  and  his  council  put  directly  in 
issue.  There  was  the  battle  ground,  and  that  it  was 
so  understood,  is  manifest,  among  other  proofs,  by  the 
pouring  out  into  Middlesex,  especially,  of  the  slang- 
whangers  and  peripatetic  patriots  of  our  custom  house. 
Before  the  people  of  these  two  counties,  the  case 
between  the  governor  and  his  council  on  the  one  hand, 
and  the  loco  foco  claimants  of  the  five  seats  in  con- 
gress on  the  other,  was  warmly  pleaded,  and  what  was 
the  issue?  In  both  counties,  majorities  in  favor  of  the 
governor  and  his  council  were  obtained — and  Milville, 
especially,  bore  testimony  to  the  justness  of  all  that  had 
been  said  of  the  frauds  upon  the  elective  franchise, 
perpetrated  there  last  year,  by  reducing  the  loco  foco 
majority  from  106  to  56. 

It  is,  therefore,  we  submit,  a perfectly  logical  con- 
clusion, to  say  that  the  result  of  the  election  confirms 
the  course  taken  by  the  governor  and  his  council. 

As  to  the  aggregate  vote,  it  proves  nothing  on  this 
occasion — for  no  appeal  was  made  to  it— and  the  full 
whig  vote  in  several  counties  was  not  polled  by  many 
hundreds. 

Essex,  for  instance,  gave  only  about  1,000  whig  ma- 
jority, when  it  can  give  1,500,  and  has  given  more.  So 
of  Burlington  and  Gloucester — at  a general  election 
they  would  give  larger  whig  majorities. 

In  other  counties,  where  loco  focoism  has  the  ascen- 
dency— such,  for  instance,  as  Atlantic,  Monmouth  and 
Bergen — little  or  no  effort  was  made  by  the  whigs;  and 
it  is  wholly  delusive  to  represent  the  majorities  ob- 
tained in  those  counties,  as  presenting  a true  view  of 
the  actual  strength  of  parties  there. 

We  repeat,  therefore,  our  charge  of  want  of  com- 
mon fairness  in  appealing,  under  circumstances  like 
these,  to  the  aggregate  vote,  and  not  to  the  result  es- 
tablished by  the  choice  of  members  of  the  legislature. 

The  Emporium,  Globe,  and  other  loco  foco  prints 
are  endeavoring,  as  usual,  to  forestall  the  opinion  of  the 
I public  in  other  states,  particularly  where  elections  are 


about  being  held,  as  New  York,  Mississippi,  Massa- 
chusetts, &c.  by  conveying  the  false  impression  by  the 
means  of  one  sided  tables,  that  the  recent  election 
held  in  New-  Jersey,  is  proof  positive,  that  the  locos 
have  a majority  of  the  popular  Vote,  and  consequently, 
that  their  would=be  congressmen  should  be  allowed 
their  seats  tn  the  approaching  congress. 

We  contend  that  the  recent  elections,  if  it  proves  any 
thing,  proves  directly  the  reverse;  as  for  example,  the 
whigs  have  out  of  the  seven  contested  counties,  can 
ried  six,  where  last  year  they  had  but  five— they 
have  carried  all  they  had  last  year,  and  gained  one 
more — they  have  carried  ten  out  of  seventeen  counties 
—they  have  elected  a majority  of  sixteen  in  joint  bal- 
lot, and  a majority  in  each  branch  of  the  legislature; 
which  both  parties  Contend  for,  and  all  that  either  party 
could  gain. 

But  let  us  test  false  pretension,  by  making  a table, 
not  from  guess  work  only,  but  from  the  official  returns 
taken  from  the  clerks  offices  of  each  of  the  contested t 
and  nearly  all  the  other  counties  in  the  states,  some  two 
or  three  counties  from  which  we  have  no  official  we 
take' reported  majorities,  but  which  will  probably  not 
vary  20  votes  in  the  whole. 

The  seven  closely  contested  counties,  and  on  which 
hung  the  destiny  of  the  state,  as  conceded  by  both 
parties,  stood  as  follows,  viz: 


Whig. 

Majority. 

Council.  Assembly. 

Passaic, 

123 

1 

2 

Morris, 

152 

1 

4 

Somerset, 

168 

1 

3 

Middlesex, 

126 

1 

4 

Mercer  (on  council), 

280 

1 

2 

Cumberland,  do. 
.oco  focos. 

56 

1 

3 

Salem,  do. 

135 

1 

3 

The  remaining  ten  counties  in 

which  there  was  lit- 

tie  or  no  contest  this  year,  polled  only  27,825  votes. 
Whilst  last  year,  the  whigs  alone  polled  in  the  same 
counties  over  17,600  votes;  which,  by  carrying  out  the 
Emporium’s  lopsided  way  of  cyphering,  would  place 
the  whigs,  this  year,  in  a majority  of  several  thousands. 
Now  we  do  not  pretend  this,  but  we  do  say  the  whigs 
have  gained  all  they  contended  for,  as  is  proved  by  the 
foregoing. 

If  the  locos  wanted  to  have  a general  election,  why 
did  not  their  five  congress  claimants  accept  the  offer 
made  by  the  whig  congressmen  last  spring,  of  leaving 
the  question  to  the  people. 

But  no,  they  were  afraid  to  trust,  the  people  to  decide 
it  fairly  and  openly,  they  would  rather  slip  in  by  a par- 
ty vote  of  congress,  aided  by  the  Emporium’s  cypher- 
ing. 

The  legislature  of  New  Jersey  met  at  Trenton  on 
Tuesday  last. 

The  synod  of  New  Jersey  commenced  its  session  at 
Trenton  on  Thursday.  The  New  York  synod  met  on 
Tuesday  evening  last  in  the  Presbyterian  church  on 
Grand  street. 

VIRGINIA. 

Benevolent  institution.  The  institution  at  Staunton, 
Virginia,  for  the  education  of  the  deaf,  dumb  and 
blind,  will  be  opened  for  the  reception  of  pupils  on  the 
15th  of  November.  It  is  designed  for  the  benefit  of 
rich  and  poor;  payment  being  required  of  those  only, 
who  are  able  to  affir  d if. 

In  six  counties  of  Virginia,  the  aggregate  number  of 
gold  mines  is  eighty. 

The  corn  crop  of  Virginia  has  proved  to  be  as 
abundant  as  the  wheat  crop.  One  acre  of  land  in 
Hardy  county  has  yielded  178  bushels. 

State  military  academy.  The  state  of  Virginia  has 
established  a military  academy.  The  state  arsenal  at 
Lexington  is  to  be  prepared  for  the  reception  of  the 
students.  Francis  H.  Smith,  a graduate  of  West  Point, 
is  superintendent. 

The  Staunton  Spectator,  says  that  the  valley  section 
of  Virginia  was  suffering  greatly  from  drought,  no 
rain  having  fallen  for  seven  or  eight  weeks.  The 
flour  mills  were  doing  little  or  nothing  for  want  of 
water. 

Banks  in  Virginia.  It  appears  from  a notice  issued 
by  the  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  the  Valley,  in  Virginia, 
that  that  institution  is  prohibited  by  the  banking  law 
of  the  state  from  renewing  any  note  so  long  as  it  sus- 
pends the  payment  of  specie. 

The  condition  of  a suspension  of  specie  payments, 
places  the  banks  at  the  mercy  of  their  debtors.  If 
they  press  the  latter,  the  latter,  out  of  revenge,  will 
harass  them  for  specie  and  saddle  them  with  costs  and 
damages.  They  had  better  resume,  pay  out  the  last 
dollar,  and  wind  up.  Let  the  storm  have  its  way. 
Reason  and  moderation  will  return  so  soon  as  the 
shoe  pinches,  and  not  till  then.  When  capital  is  de- 
preciated to  half  its  present  nominal  value— when  real 
estate  declines  in  the  same  ratio — when  labor  produces 
no  reward,  and  laborers  go  supperless  to  bed,  then 
will  the  people  see  and  feel  what  dupes  they  have  been 
made,  and  not  till  then.  Let  them  see  it. 

The  banks  in  Wheeling  had  not  suspended  at  the 
the  last  accounts.  A meeting  of  citizens  had  been 
held,  at  which  the  banks  were  advised  to  suspend, 
but  they  had  not  determined  to  do  so  on  the  17th  inst. 

[Nat.  Ini. 

The  Exchange  Bank  of  Virginia,  located  at  Nor- 
folk, suspended  specie  payments  on  Wednesday.  It 
was  one  of  those  which  considered  itself  “impregna- 
ble.” 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

The  Columbia,  South  Carolina,  papers  announce  the 
death  of  the  hon.  Thomas  Dugan,  who  was  a member 


*Whig  counties. 


*Majority  of  last  year. 
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of  the  South  Carolina  legislature,  house  and  senate,  for 
twenty  years  past. 

The  Charleston  Patriot  proposes  to  the  states,  the 
establishment  of  sinking  funds  for  the  gradual  redemp- 
tion of  their  foreign  debts-.  (Maryland  has  a sinking 
fund  for  that  purpose). 

The  Greenville  Mountaineer  of  the  11th  inst.  says: 
“We  understand  verbally,  that  at  the  meeting  of  the 
directors  of  the  Charleston  and  Cincinnati  railroad  at 
Flat  Rock  on  Monday  last,  M,  King,  esq.  was  elected 
president  of  the  road,  which  office,  it  is  said  he  will 
hold  temporarily  until  the  meeting  of  the  directors  at 
Columbia  in  December  next. 

, Charleston.  The  Mercury  informs  us  that  the  city  of 
Charleston  has  been  much  more  healthy  the  past  than 
the  season  of  1838.  From  June  17,  1838,  to  September 
30,  there  wore  630  deaths.  During  the  same  period  of 
time  in  ’39,  there  were  but  413.  Difference  in  favor  of 
’39.  237. 

A reference  to  the  official  annunciation  of  the  board 
of  health,  and  the  bill  of  mortality,  published  this  morn- 
ing, shows  the  gratifying  fact  that  but  a single  death 
Irom  stranger’s  fever,  and  but  14  deaths  in  all,  occured 
during  the  week  ending  on  the  12th  instant.  Connect- 
ed witii  the  coolness  of  the  weather,  we  regard  this  as 
a decisive  indication  of  the  restoration  of  the  health  of 
the  city;  and  we  therefore  feel  no  scruple  in  inviting 
the  return  of  strangers.  Notwithstanding  all  our  trou- 
bles, business  promises  to  open  briskly,  and  those  who 
intend  taking  part  in  it  should  be  at  their  posts. 

At  Columbia,  a slight  frost  was  observed  on  the 
morning  of  the  1st  instant. 

A frost  was  observed  at  and  above  Aiken,  on  Wed- 
nesday morning. 

■GEORGIA. 

Election.  The  Savannah  Georgian  of  the  17th  gives 
the  following  aggregate  of  75  counties  heard  from,  for 
governor: 

McDonald,  (ad.)  29,963  | Dougherty,  (whig),  29,932 
McDonald’s  majority,  (including  reported  majori- 
ties), in  Paulding  and  Pulaski,  103. 

In  1837  in  the  same  counties,  the  vote  were 
Schley,  30,003  | Gilmer,  32,043 

Administration  gain,  2.238. 

In  the  remaing  15  counties  to  be  heard  from  Schley’s 
majority  was  1,556 

Gilmer’s  do.  352 

Preparations  are  making  by  his  friends  in  Savannah 
to  give  Mr.  Forsyth  some  testimonial  of  respect  when 
he  arrives  in  that  city,  which  he  is  expected  to  visit 
shortly. 

The  state  rights  party  has  not  had  such  a drub- 
bing, as  it  has  in  all  probability  received  at  this  elec- 
tion, in  some  six  or  eight  years  before.  It  would  seem 
to  a stranger  to  our  state  politics,  and  the  local  influ- 
ences bearing  upon  them,  that  the  state  rights  party 
was  made  mince  meat  of,  and  was  perfectly  prostrated. 
It  is  not  so,  however.  And  principally  to  correct 
abroad  such  an  impression,  for  the  causes  at  home  are 
known  perfectly  well  to  every  body,  we  would  merely 
say,  that  the  state  rights  party  has  placed  itself  in  its 
present  position,  and  that  on  account,  principally,  of 
dissidence  of  feeling  among  themselves  in  relation  to 
the  agitating  question  of  memoralizing  the  legislature 
to  repeal  the  system  of  retail  license  of  spiritous  liquors. 
This  matter  has  defeated  the  state  rights  party,  which 
might  be  easily  shown  by  referring  to  the  diminution 
of  our  vote  in  our  own  counties;  but  this  is  unnecessa- 
ry. The  party  is  now  as  strong  as  ever;  it  has  defeated 
itself;  certainly  it  has  not  been  defeated  by  the  strength 
of  our  opponents.  The  influence  of  this  exciting  topic 
will  soon  pass  away,  and  our  opponents  will,  we  trust, 
on  the  very  next  occasion  that  presents  itself  for  the 
test,  feel  the  truth  of  the  remarks  we  now  offer  in  ex- 
planation of  our  present  position  [MUledgeville  Rec. 

Augusta  seems  fated  to  be  always  in  a financial 
quarrel  with  her  neighbors.  All  last  winter  her  banks 
and  those  of  Savannah  were  battling  each  other,  and 
now  a number  of  merchants  in  Macon,  feeling  them- 
selves aggrieved  by  the  manner  in  which  their  notes 
made  payable  at  Augusta  are  collected,  give  notice  that 
they  will  not  trade  with  any  house  that  sends  their  pa- 
per to  that  city  for  collection;  and  moreover,  that  they 
shall  consider  their  credit  sufficiently  protected  by  of- 
fering in  liquidation  of  their  debts  the  notes  of  specie 
paying  banks,  current  at  par.  [Providence  Journal. 

Augusta.  The  Chronicle  of  the  10th  says:  “In  out- 
last, we  reported  the  deaths  of  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
five  persons  by  fever  since  the  first  death  occurred  on 
the  18th  August — since  that  time  we  have  buried  fif- 
teen whites  and  five  negroe=.’’ 

On  the  16th  the  board  of  health  of  Augusta  reported 
but  eight  deaths  from  fever,  during  the  week  ending  on 
that  day.  This  exhibits  a great  decline,  but  the  epi- 
demic still  remains,  and  absent  citizens  are  advised  not 
yet  to  return.  The  Sentinel  of  the  17th  says:  “Our  re- 
port of  deaths  this  week  is  favorable,  when  compared 
with  former  weeks — but  we  hope  those  abroad  will 
not  be  misled  by  it,  for  we  can  assure  them  that  there 
are  not  very  few  remaining  in  the  city  who  have  not 
had  an  attack  of  the  fever,  and  those  few  are  daily  be- 
ing taken  down,  but  thank  God,  with  a less  malignant 
type,  and  their  cases  are  easily  managed.’’ 

Savannah.  The  board  of  health  of  Savannah  report 
the  deaths  of  14  white  persons  in  that  city,  during  the 
week  ending  8th  inst.  12  of  which  were  of  ^ fever.  In 
addition  there  were  four  deaths  of  fever  in  the’poor  house 
and  hospital;  nine  colored  persons  also  dead,  4 of 
which  by  fever — total  number  of  deaths  27. 


ALABAMA.  I 

Mobile. — The  following  we  copy  from  the  New  Or- 
leans Bulletin  of  the  15th  instant. 

A letter  received  in  this  city  has  been  shown  to  us, 
containing  some  further  particulars  respecting  the  fire 
in  Mobile,  that  We  have  not  seen  in  print.  The  plot 
for  firing  the  city  was  laid  upon  an  extensive  scale.  The 
attempts  to  kindle  a fire  in  many  places  failed,  as 
was  manifest  by  the  marks  left  by  the  extinguished 
flame.  A number  of  buildings,  besides  those  burned, 
were  discovered  on  fire,  and  its  progress  arrested  before 
it  was  too  late  to  save  the  houses.  Quite  a crowd  of 
suspicious  characters  were  arrested.  On  searching, 
their  pockets  were  found  filled  with  matches,  and  hav- 
ing ignitible  apparatus  about,  their  persons.  One  of  the 
culprits  was  caught  in  the  store  of  E.  C.  Fergusson. 
The  matches  that  were  concealed  under  his  clothes 
were  strong  evidence  of  his  guilt.  He  was  lodged  in 
jail  to  await  his  trial. 

A person  living  in  Dauphin  street,  named  , 

was  suspected  of  being  the  incendiary  who  set  fire  to 
Pinto's  house,  from  which  resulted  the  tremendous 

COnnagrUllUII  OH  MunOaj  nighi.  tlm.  

squares,  turning  two  hundred  families  out  of  a home 
and  shelter.  He  was  thought  to  be  at  the  head  of  an 
extensive  gang  engaged  in  the  infernal  work.  His  fate 
will  be  determined  so  soon  as  the  the  citizens  have  lei- 
sure to  bestow  on  his  trial.  For  the  better  security  of 
the  public,  it  was  resolved  at  a meeting  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, to  place  the  citv  under  martial  law.  The  panic 
and  excitement  was  beyond  all  parallel.  Much  praise 
is  due  to  the  president  and  directors  of  the  state  bank. 
They  have  come  forward  to  the  succor  of  the  poor, 
and  made  a tender  of  $10,000.  Among  all  classes  of 
those  burnt  out,  great  distress  prevailed. 

The  number  of  deaths  during  the  month  of  Sep- 
tember was  380. — The  interments  for  the  first  seven 
days  of  the  present  month,  numbered  35 — an  average 
of  5 daily.  The  Advertiser  of  the  1st  of  October  says: — ■ 
“We  had  indulged  the  hope  that  by  this  day,  the  first 
of  October,  we  should  be  able  to  announce  to  our  dis- 
tant friends  a preceptible  abatement  of  the  dreadful 
epidemic,  which  for  the  last  six  weeks  has  raged  with 
such  awful  severity  in  our  city.  But  it  is  our  unplea- 
sant duty  still  to  repeat  the  painful  declaration,  that 
there  is  no  improvement,  in  the  health  of  the  city.  The 
number  of  eases,  as  well  as  of  deaths  have  still  decreas- 
ed during  the  past  week,  but  this  is  obliged  to  be  the 
case,  witlioutan  increase  of  subjects.  It  is  the  opinion  of 
those  of  the  best  means  ofinformation,  thatin  proportion 
to  the  population  now  liable  to  disease,  the  new  cases  and 
the  deaths,  are  as  numerous  as  at  any  period  this  sea- 
son. A large  portion  of  our  population  have  recovered 
from  attacks  of  greater  or  less  severity,  and  with  tire 
exercise  of  common  prudence  are  not  considered  sub- 
ject to  a re-attack. — We  understand  that  there  have 
been  several  cases  during  the  past  week,  extremely 
malignant  in  their  character.  We  therefore  feel  it  our 
duty  to  solemnly  warn  those  who  are  absent,  not  to 
think  of  returning  to  the  city,  until  we  shall  have  had  a 
thorough  frost. 

Since  the  first  appearance  of  the  epidemic  among 
us,  which  was  early  in  the  month  of  August,  the  number 
of  deaths  has  been  five  hundred  and  thirty!! — three  hun- 
dred and  eighty-three  of  which  have  been  in  the  month 
of  September! — On  the  two  first  davs  of  the  month 
there  were  22  deaths — on  the  succeeding  week  127 — the 
next  week  100 — the  next  80 — and  the  last  week,  ending 
last  night  54.  Such  is  the  mournful  record.’’ 

MISSISSIPPI- 

Natchez. — During  the  month  of  September  there  were 
71  deaths  in  Natchez,  of  which  53  were  by  yellow  fever. 
In  the  first  three  days  of  October  there  were  eleven 
deaths.  The  city  is  nearly  deserted,  every  one  who 
could  do  so  having  left  it. 

The  fever  was  on  the  increase,  as  late  as  the  10th  inst. 
The  interments  of  the  week  were  37;  of  the  previous 
week  34. — Six  interments  had  taken  place  in  the  last 
24  hours. 

ARKANSAS. 

Red  i-iver  raft. — The  Caddo  Free  Press  of  the  25th 
April,  says  that  the  raft  is  still  closed,  and  about  thirteen 
hundred  yards  of  drift,  has  to  be  removed  before  it  will 
be  possible  for  boats  to  pass  and  repass.  There  were 
two  boats  above  the  ralt,  and  three  below,  all  waiting  to 
get  up  and  down,  with  full  freights.  The  river  had 
commenced  falling,  and  should  the  drift  continue  to  ac- 
cumulate as  rapidly  as  it  had  done  for  a week  previous, 
a suspension  of  steam  navigation  above  Shreveport 
must  be  the  consequence. 

LOUISIANA. 

Bank  robbery.  The  N.  Orleans  Times  savs:  “That 
the  sum  of  $22,00J  has  been  stolen  from  t he  Merchants’ 
bank  of  that  city.  The  money  taken  was  $20,000  in 
bills  of  $1,000;  1,000  in  lens,  and  the  same  amount  in 
fives.  It  was  abstracted  from  the  tin  box  in  which  the 
paying  teller  of  the  institution  kept  his  surplus  cash— 
that  is,  the  bills  not  in  actual  circulation,  and  done  up 
in  packages  of  known  amounts.” 

An  important  geological  fact.  It  is  stated  by  a pilot 
on  the  Mississippi,  who  has  lived  19  years  at  the  Balize, 
that  the  river  at  that  time  pushed  its  Delta  into  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico  two  miles  and  a half,  or,  in  other  words, 
gained  that  much  upon  the  sea.  The  bar  has  also  ad- 
vanced two  miles  and  deepened  two  feet  at  the  same 
time. 

New  Orleans,  toiler  praise  be  it  spoken,  has  been  the 
first  to  move  in  behalf  of  the  suffering  people  of  Mobile. 
A public  meeting  was  held,  and  committees  appointed 
on  the  10th,  and  on  the  following  day  about  two  thou- 


I sand  dollars  in  money  had  been  collected.  P.  Shan- 
non,esq.  has  generously  offered  to  convey  to  Mobile,  free 
of  charge,  all  articles  which  may  be  contributed  by  ihc 
people  of  New  Orleans.  The  same  liberal  offer  has 
also  been  made  by  James  W.  Breedlove,  esq.  mail  con- 
tractor. Jas.  II.  Caldwell,  esq.  has  also  tendered  the 
gratuitous  use  of  his  theatre  for  a free  benefit  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  sufferers — although  he  is  himself  a heavy  loser 
in  property  connected  with  the  gas  works  which  he 
was  carrying  on  in  Mobile,  and  which  were  destroyed 
by  the  fire  of  the  8th. 

The  Bee  of  the  14th  says:  “We  understand  that  the 
different  gentlemen  composing  the  committee  for  col- 
oring subscriptions,  appointed  at  the  Arcade  meeting 
on  Thursday  night,  have  already  received  nearly  Jive 
thousand  dollars.'' 

During  the  week  ending  on  the  6th  instant  there 
were  95  deaths  at  New  Orleans,  of  which  39  were  by 
yellow  fever. 

Frequent  rains  fell  at  New  Orleans  during  the  week 
ending  on  the  12th  instant,  and  the  health  of  the  city 
was  steadily  improving.  Strangers  were  arriving  in 
faIlTicamslo'thefr”pfemafufe  venture.  ’ M 

Fever  either  yellow  or  congestive,  prevails  at  Baton 
Rouge,  Bayou  Sara,  Opelousas,  Rapides  and  Frank- 
lin. 

Sickness  has  prevailed  to  some  extent  in  Opelousas. 
Many  persons  have  been  taken  down  with  an  epi- 
demic fever;  though  few  deaths  have  occurred  at  the 
last  dates,  it  was  on  the  decline-  Among  the  victims 
was  Wm.  W.  Bowen,  esq.  The  papers  ascribe  the 
sickness  to  the  extensive  and  long  continued  drought; 
and  its  abatement  to  a violent  thunder  storm  accom- 
panied with  wind  and  rain.  Within  ten  days  there 
had  been  one  hundred  cases  of  sickness  in  the  town 
and  its  vicinity. 

TENNESSEE. 

Governor  Polk  of  Tennessee  took  the  oathsof  office  on 
the  14th,  at  Nashville,  in  the  presence  of  the  two  houses 
of  the  general  assembly,  the  ex-president  of  the  United 
States,  ex-governors  Cannon  and  Carroll,  and  an  im- 
mense concourse  of  citizens,  (ladies  and  gentlemen), 
among  whom  were  the  members  ofithe  Methodist  con- 
ference, now  in  session  in  that  city: 

Tennessee  legislature.  This  body  met  on  Monday, 
the  7th  instant.  In  the  senate,  T.  S.  Love,  (adm.)  was 
elected  speaker,  W.  K.  Hill,  clerk,  and  William  Mar- 
tin, assistant  clerk.  The  vote  stood:  Van  Buren  13, 
whig  10. 

In  the  other  house  Jonas  E.  Thomas  was  elected 
speaker,  Granville  S.  Crockett  clerk,  and  Lycnrgus 
Winchester  assistant  clerk.  The  votestood:  Van  Buren 
42,  whig  33. 

The  Florence  Gazette  says  the  great  bridge  recently 
erected  over  the  Tennessee,  at  Muscle  Shoals,  and 
which  was  nearly  two  miles  in  length,  fell  down  o-i 
Sunday  last  with  a tremendous  crash.  Mr.  J.  R. 
Henry,  its  projector,  was  on  the  bridge  at  the  time.  He 
was  thrown  off,  but  not  seriously  injured. 

The  branch  bank  of  Tennessee,  at  Columbia,  was 
robbed  on  the  22d  of  September  of  $27,961.  The 
cashier  has  offered  a reward  of  $5,000  for  the  appre- 
hension ot  the  thieves,  and  the  recovery  of  the  money. 
The  bank  was  entered  by  a false  key,  and  it  is  sup- 
posed must  have  been  done  by  some  one  familiar  with 
the  localities. 

The  last  Nashville  papers  contain  the  message  of  his 
excellency,  governor  Cannon  to  the  legislature  of  Ten- 
nessee. The  governor  declines  communicating  his 
views  in  detail  on  any  subjects  except  such  ns  a sense 
of  official  duty  requires,  hut  leaves  the  task  to  his  suc- 
cessor. We  extract  the  following  passage,  which,  we 
take  it,  was  not  very  palatable  to  the  party,  who  voted 
that  they  wanted  no  prayers: 

“At  a time  when  we  are  favored  in  an  eminent  de- 
gree with  a rich  variety  of  the  choicest  blessings  of  di- 
vine munificence,  it  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  any 
thing  should  be  found  in  the  administration  of  our  go- 
vernmental affairs  calculated  to  mar  our  prosperity  and 
happiness  as  a people.  But  when  we  contemplate  our 
own  condition  or  look  abroad  among  our  sister  states 
where  we  must  seek  a market  for  our  surplus  products, 
we  find  that  heavy  embarrassment  still  pervades  the 
monetary  concerns  of  the  conntiy.  We  continue  to  be 
destitute  of  a general  circulating  medium  of  uniform 
value;  the  want  of  which  affects  injuriously,  not  only 
every  class  ot  society  at  home,  but  also  our  credit 
abroad,  thereby  depreciating  the  value  of  our  stale 
bonds,  and  greatly  retarding  the  progress,  if  it  does  not 
finally  prevent  the  completion  of  many  of  our  works  of 
internal  improvement.  These  and  other  oppressive 
evils,  the  fruits  o I a disordered  currency,  we  must  pa- 
tiently endure  so  long  as  the  government  shall  persist 
in  a course  ot  wild  financial  experiments,  which  only 
tend  to  aggravate  the  ills  they  were  mainly  instrumen- 
tal in  producing.  It  is  not  to  be  supposed,  however, 
that  this  state  ot  things  is  to  be  perpetual.  The  people 
hold  a corrective  in  their  own  hands,  and  their  well 
known  intelligence,  virtue  and  patriotism  forbid  the  hu- 
mihtating  idea  that  they  will  fail  to  apply  it.  A san- 
guine hope  may  therefore  be  indulged  that  by  the  regu- 
lar operation  of  our  republican  system,  the  country 
will  ere  long  be  delivered  from  the  mat-administration 
of  its  rulers,  with  its  pernicious  train  of  experiments, 
abuses  and  spoliations.’’ 

The  governor  says  that  the  benefits  expected  to  be 
derived  from  the  important  provisions  contained  in  the 
act  of  the  last  general  assembly,  entitled,  “an  act  to 
establish  a state  bank,  to  raise  a fund  for  internal  im- 
provement and  to  aid  in  the  establishment  of  a system 
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of  education”  have  not  been  realized.  The  bank  has 
failed  to  effect  the  amelioration  in  pecuniary  affairs 
that  its  authors  anticipated,  and  the  expectations  of  the 
public  have  been  sadly  disappointed:  nor  has  the  ope- 
ration of  the  act  referred  to  been  more  salutary  and 
successful  in  relation  to  other  interests  it  was  intended 
to  foster.  The  works  of  internal  improvement  have 
been  carried  on  as  fast  as  possible,  taking  into  conside- 
ration the  “tightness’’  of  the  times.  A system  of  com- 
mon school  education  is  recommended,  on  a better 
basis  than  the  one  in  existence,  as  that  has  not  been 
attended  with  satisfactory  results.  The  governor  ar- 
gues rightly,  that  “upon  the  intelligence  and  virtue  of 
the  people  depend  the  perpetuity  of  our  free  instituT 
tions.  .Knowledge  and  liberty  are  so  closely  allied  that 
they  can  only  flourish  in  safety  and  perfection,  when 
mutually  protected  and  cherished  by  each  other.’’ 

[Balt.  Chronicle. 

The  penitentiary  system  is  touched  upon,  and  here  a 
curious  suggestion  is  made.  “It  is  found,”  says  the 
governor,  “that  the  great  number  of  persons  visiting 
consumes  much  of  the  time  of  its  officers,  while  it  suo”- 
jects  the  feelings  of  the  unhappy  inmates  of  the  prison 
to  increased  mortification.  I respectfully  suggest, 
therefore,  the  propriety  of  exacting  a moderate  toll  from 
all  such  visitors,  and  that  the  fund  thus  raised  be  ap- 
plied to  the  support  and  maintenance  of  the  more  in- 
digent families  of  the  convicts  or  to  such  other  charita- 
ble objects  as  the  wisdom  and  benevolence  of  the  le- 
gislature may  prescribe.’’  This  is  certainly  something 
new,  if  it  has  nothing  else  to  recommend  it. 

OHIO. 

The  state  of  Ohio  contains  a surface  of 40, 000  square 
miles.  It  is  therefore  nearly  as  large  as  England.— 
This  state  has  been  settled  but  half  a century,  and  it 
now  probably  contains  not  far  from  1,500,000  inhabi- 
tants. Rapid  as  the  progress  of  Ohio  has  been,  the  de- 
velopment of  her  resources  has  but  just  begun. 

The  N.  Orleans  Bee  says: — Half  a century  ago  Ohio 
was  a wilderness,  undtrodden  save  by  the  foot  of  the 
red  man.  In  the  year  1839,  that  state  has  a population 
of  one  million  five  hundred  thousand  inhabitants;  one 
large,  splendid  and*  densely  populated  city,  and  half  a 
dozen  thriving  towns;  1,010  post-offices;  5 incorporated 
cities;  33  banking  companies;  10  colleges  and  principal 
seminaries  of  learning,  together  with  public  institu- 
tions lor  the  insane,  the  deaf  and  dumb  and  the  blind. 

The  supreme  court  of  Ohio  granted  five  divorces  at 
it. 1 re  sitting. 

Canal  tolls. — The  Ohio  Statesman  of  the  15th  instant 
states  that  the  tolls  collected  on  the  Ohio  canals,  for  the 
month  of  'May,  1939,  amount  to  @90,482  33 

In  May,  1838,  76,259  63 

Increase,  .£14,222  74 

Ohio  elections.  The  Ohio  Statesman,  (adm.)  of 
15th  inst.  says,  we  give  below  the  whole  returns  of  the 
state  which  we  think  can  be  relied  on  with  great  cer- 
tainty- It  is  true  some  of  them  are  unofficial,  and  may 
not  positively  be  correct;  but  we  have  set  all  down  to  the 
whips  where  we  have  not  reported  information  of  the 
actual  result.  By  this  result,  we  make  25  democratic 
senators,  federal  1 1— democratic  majority  in  the  senate 
14.  We  believe  4 is  the  greatest  majority  we  ever  had 
in  the  Ohio  senate  since  the  organization  of  parties  in 
thisstate,  thus  making  19  majority  greaterin  this  branch 
than  at  any  former  period.  In  the  house,  according  to 
the  best  information  we  have,  we  number  49  democrats 
and  23  federalist — democratic  majority  in  the  house  26 
— much  the  largest  majority  ever  known  in  the  house; 
and  on  joint  ballot  the  majority  will  b»  40!! 

The  Republican,  (whig)  says,  in  Ohio,  the  whigs  have 
been  pretty  essentially  used  up— the  senate  will  stand 
13  whigs  to  23  tories,  and  the  house  30  whigs  and  42 
tories; — thus  giving  the  power  to  the  party,  to  geryman- 
der  the  state  in  such  a manner  as  to  secure  to  them  the 
majority,  probably,  for  four  years  to  come. 

It  is  perhaps  as  well  that  they  have  the  ascendency, 
in  order  that  they  may  perfect  the  glorious  reform  com- 
menced last  session,  by  appointing  a few  more  hungry 
expectants  to  office,  at  three  or  five  dollars  per  day,  and 
increasing  the  taxes  some  forty  or  fifty  per  cent,  more; 
when  the  prospect  is  so  flattering  of  being  enabled  to 
pay  these  increased  taxes,  with  wheat  at  fifty  cents  per 
bushel,  and  pork  at  2 or  4 dollars  per  hundred. 

ILLINOIS. 

It  is  stated  in  the  Illinois  papers  that  the  four  million 
loan  negotiated  by  the  commissioners  of  that  state  is  to 
be  advanced  in  the  following  manner,  viz:  @500,000  in 
rail  road  iron,  by  Thompson  & Co.  of  London,  £50,000 
sterling,  or  @250,000  in  cash;  and  the  residue  from  time 
to  time,  as  the  amounts  may  be  required.  Thi  nego- 
tiation was  made  with  Wright  & Co.  bankers,  Hen- 
rietta street,  West  End,  London. 

The  Quincy  (Illinois)  Whig  states  that  gov.  Carliu 
had  received  a letter  from  gov.  Reynolds,  stating  that 
the  commissioners  had  been  unable  to  effect  any  thing 
in  the  sale  of  the  bonds  in  Europe,  and  that  the  bonds 
had  been  left  in  the  hands  of  judge  Young,  one  of  the 
commissioners,  in  the  hope  that  a more  favorable  change 
would  come  over  the  money  market. 

The  Chicago  American  says,  “We  have  seen  a spe- 
cimen of  excellent  winter  wheat  grown  by  Mr.  Ives,  of 
Long  Green,  Fox  river,  on  new  prairie  ground,  which 
turned  out  45  bushels  to  the  acre,  in  a fifteen  acre  field. 
This  wheat  was  sold  at  Chicago  for  75  cents  a bushel, 
given  to  the  cultivator  $3  75  to  the  acre,  for  the  first 
crop  on  land  that  cost  $1  25.  The  American  says 
any  quantity  of  such  land  can  still  be  had  at  govern- 
ment price,  within  fifty  miles  of  Chicago. 


The  whigs  of  Illinois  met  in  state  convention  on  the 
7th  instant  at  Springfield,  and  quite  an  animated  ac- 
count of  the  proceedings  is  given  in  the  Illinois  pa- 
pers. The  object  was  to  provide  for  a thorough  orga- 
nization of  the  party,  and  to  perform  all  other  matters 
which  might  conduce  to  the  success  of  the  cause.  The 
following  gentlemen  were  appointed  delegates  to  the 
national  convention:  George  W.  Ralp,  Ezra  Baker, 
William  B.  Warren,  William  A.  Minshall  and  W.  L. 
Newberry.  Without  waiting  to  ascertain  who  are  to 
be  the  candidates  for  president  and  Vice  president,  the 
convention  also  proceeded  to  the  nomination  of  elec- 
tors, who  are.  pledged  to  the  support  of  the  nominees, 
be  they  whom  they  may.  The  following  gentlemen 
are  the  candidates  for  electors  of  president  and  vice 
president. 

„•  / I C.  Walker,  of  McDonough, 

Senatorial.  j g g_  Morm_  pf  Cook. 

1st  Disl.  Samuel  Marshall,  of  Gallatin. 

2d  “ Edwin  B.  Webb,  of  White. 

3d  “ Ab.  Lincoln,  of  Sangamon. 

UK,.  l^jlion  tlio  Iv- cxd , curd  (liUUgU  OQCCCSCf 

will  require  extraordinary  effort,  yet  the  stake  is  worthy 
ot  every  exertion.  The  whigs  of  Illinois  take  the  true 
ground— “uncompromising  hostility  to  the  re-election 
of  Martin  Van  Buren.”  And  though  they  may  not 
get  the  man  of  their  choice,  yet  they  feel  perfectly  sa- 
tisfied to  rest  the  matter  with  the  only  umpire  to  which 
we  can  all  look,  the  national  whig  convention,  entirely 
confident  that  names  will  be  presented  in  every  way 
worthy  of  earnest  support.  [ Chrrni . 

INDIANA. 

The  Indiana  papers  announce  the  death  of  Amaziah 
Morgan,  ot  that  state.  He  was  a prominent  man  in 
the  councils  ot  the  state,  having  been  for  many  years 
at  the  head  of  the  senate. 

MISSOURI. 

Special  election.  The  Globe  says:  Gov.  Boggs 
has  proclaimed  a special  election  on  the  28th  instant, 
for  a member  of  congress  to  fill  the  vacancy  occa- 
sioned by  the  death  of  the  hon.  A.  G.  Harrison. — 
This  promptness  on  the  part  of  the  governor  will 
enable  the  representative  elected  to  reach  Washing- 
ton in  time  to  participate  in  the  organization  of  the 
house — a circumstance  of  vast  importance  at  a crisis 
when  it  is  known  that  the  federal  party  have  con- 
cocted measures,  based  upon  fraud  and  the  most 
flagrant  violation  of  the  rights  of  the  majority,  to  ob- 
tain command  of  the  popular  branch  of  congress. — 
Ten  days  will  probably  be  sufficient  to  bring  together 
the  returns  by  express  from  the  polls  of  the  several 
counties  .in  Missouri.  If  so,  the  member  elected 
may  leave  Missouri  by  the  10th  of  November,  and, 
unless  accidents  intervene,  he  will  be  in  his  seat  in 
congress  on  the  first  Monday  of  December. 

The  National  Intelligencer  says:  The  leading 
whig  papers  of  Missouri,  since  the  decease  of  Mr. 
Harrison,  have  advised  that  no  candidate  be  put  up 
for  the  vacancy  by  the  whig  parly.  However,  a 
considerable  number  of  whig  gentlemen  being  re- 
cently' called  to  St.  Louis  on  professional  and  private 
business,  met  together  and  recommended  for  the  va- 
cant membership  the  veteran  servant  of  the  state, 
John  Scott,  who  served  it  in  congress  twenty-odd 
years  ago,  first  as  delegate  of  the  territory— after- 
wards as  representative  of  the  state.  It  could  hard- 
ly find  a more  faithful  one.  The  election  takes 
place  on  the  28th  instant. 

The  last  St.  Louis  Republican  says,  that  John 
Scott,  esq.  declines  being  a candidate  for  congress 
to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of 
Mr.  Harrison.  He  gives  his  reasons  in  a long  letter 
to  the  Republican, — first  that  he  is  entirely  unpre- 
pared to  take  such  a step,  and  secondly,  he  does 
not  believe  that  any  man  elected  under  the  procla- 
mation of  the  governor  will  be  legally  entitled  to 
take  a seat  in  the  house  of  representatives.  Mr. 
Scott  is  an  eminent  lawyer,  well  acquainted  with 
the  laws  of  Missouri,  and  his  opinion  of  the  illegali- 
ty of  the  election  is  entitled  to  much  consideration. 
Mr.  Scott,  at  all  events,  thinks  it  would  be  impru- 
dent for  the  whigs  to  enter  the  canvass  at  all,  at  this 
time.  He  says— 

“I  view  this  matter  like  fighting  regular  troops 
with  undisciplined  militia.  We  have  had  ample 
evidence  of  the  effects  of  the  regular  organization  of 
our  opponents,  headed  in  this  state  by  the  most  un- 
principled man  America  has  been  able  to  produce. 
Until  the  late  movements  in  reference  to  a state 
convention,  the  whigs  have  never  attempted  any 
thing  like  union  of  action.  The  deliberations  of  that 
convention  in  regard  to  the  regular  elections  of  the 
coming  fall,  I trust  will  do  what  we  have  hitherto 
been  justly'  charged  for  neglecting,  and  from  the 
weight  the  nominations  made  by  that  body,  will 
give  the  nominees,  added  to  the  time  that  will  inter- 
vene between  the  nominations  and  the  election,  as 
also  the  opportunity  that  time  will  afford  to  canvass 
measures  and  scrutinize  the  qualifications  of  candi- 
dates, I should  entertain  much  stronger  hopes  of 
success.” 

He  is  singularly  complimentary  to  Mr.  Benton — 
“ the  most  unprincipled  man  America  has  been  able  to 
produce!!” 


MICHIGAN. 

Bounty  of  nature.  In  Michigan,  says  the  Fred 
Press,  they  have  raised  more  than  twenty  bushels 
to  each  man,  woman  and  child  in  the  state.  The 
banks  of  earth  are  the  best  banks  after  all. 

IOWA. 

Mr,  Owen,  United  States  geologist,  at  the  head 
of  a party,  is  now  engaged  in  exploring  the  Iowa 
territory.  This  fine  region  is  said  to  abound  in 
coal,  iron  ore  is  also  believed  to  be  abundant.  The 
climate  of  iowa  and  Wisconsin  is  said  to  be  the 
finest  in  America — sUch  at  least  is  the  opinion  of 
captain  Marryatt,  who  may  be  allowed  to  judge  of 
the  weather,  if  his  decision  be  disputed  in  other 
things.  The  same  traveller  and  Mr.  Murray,  too, 
we  believe,  speak  of  the  grand  appearance  of  the 
forests  in  those  territories,  in  terms  indicating  some- 
thing like  rapture.  The  traveller  in  the  oalc  open- 
ings, moves  as  it  were,  among  the  pillars  and  co- 
itrnma  of  some  mighty  temple — gothic  and  sublime 
— overarched  by  leafy  boughs— for  such  is  the  as- 
pect of  the  stately  trees.  In  every  direction  the 
view  extends  for  hundreds  of  yards;  the  majestic 
trunks  stand  apart  from  one  another,  and  there  is 
no  undergrowth  to  obstruct  the  sight.  The  grass 
grows  thick  and  verdant  as  upon  a lawn;  the  sur- 
face is  no  where  hilly,  but  gently  undulating.  It  is 
easy  to  fancy'  the  solemn  beauty  of  such  a woodland 
scene  in  the  calmastillness  of  a summer’s  evening, 
when  the  declining  sun,  with  softened  splendor, 
casts  lengthened  shadows  over  glade  and  sloping 
side. 

The  Burlington  (Iowa)  Gazette  of  the  5th  inst. 
announces  the  death,  by  congestive  fever,  of  Mr. 
David  Dale  Owen.  He  was  charged  by  the  go- 
vernment with  the  examination  of  the  Wisconsin 
and  Iowa  mineral  lands. 

The  Republican  says  the  branch  of  the  universi- 
ty at  White  Pigeon,  St.  Joseph  county,  (Mich.), 
has  received  great  accession  to  its  numbers  the  pre- 
sent term. 

The  Davenport  (Iowa)  Sun,  of  September  23, 
says  that  Messrs.  Barrows  and  Shepard,  of  Rock- 
ingham, Iowa,  with  their  celebrated  pointer  dogs. 
Miss  Clifton  and  Ellen  Tree,  killed  upwards  of  80 
grouse  or  prairie  chickens,  on  the  wing,  in  less  than 
eight  hours. 

WISCONSIN. 

Thanksgiving.  Governor  Dodge,  of  Wisconsin, 
has  appointed  the  24th  inst.  as  a day  of  thanksgiv- 
ing and  prayer. 

FLORIDA. 

The  last  number  of  the  Army  and  Navy  Chroni- 
cle, has  a letter  from  its  correspondent  under  date  of 
Fort  King,  September  6,  which  says: — 

“I  am  sorry  to  say  that  the  ‘Florida  war’  is  far 
from  being  ended;  hardly  a week  passes  without  our 
hearing  of  some  depredations  by  the  Indians.  A few 
days  ago  two  or  three  volunteers  from  Fort  Whee- 
lock,  (about  nine  miles  from  Micanopy),  went  bath- 
ing in  Orange  lake;  they  were  attacked  by  a party 
of  Indians,  one  of  them  killed,  and  the  others  escap- 
ed. The  volunteers  were  not  armed.  An  express  was 
sent  to  Micanopy  to  apprise  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  fact,  when  he  also  was  killed  on  the  road  and 
his  body  mutilated.  Two  weeks  ago  the  Indians  at- 
tacked the  volunteers  at  Fort  McClure,  (30  miles 
south  of  Fort  King);  one  of  them  was  wounded  in 
the  leg,  and  eight  of  their  horses  killed.  A few  dra- 
goons were  sent  to  reinforce  that  post,  and  the  In- 
dians have  been  quiet  since.  I could  enumerate  a 
thousand  instances  of  Indian  murders,  &c.  since  the 
‘treaty;’  but  I presume  that  they  have  already  been 
made  public.  Our  government  is  blind,  to  believe 
the  assurances  of  Indians;  and  when  I saw  them  re- 
ceiving provisions  and  presents  at  this  post,  1 was 
disgusted  to  think  that  we  were  shaking  hands  with 
men,  whose  blood-stained  hands  and  self-satisfied 
looks  denoted  any  thing  but  peaceable  intentions — 
and  it  proved  so;  the  very  men  w'ho  were  here, 
making  the  most  solemn  protestations  of  peace,  are 
now  overrunning  those  parts  of  Florida  where  there 
are  but  few  troops,  and  those  volunteers.  They 
waylay  any  small  body  they  come  across,  and  retire 
into  the  neighboring  hammocks,  where  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  trace  them  with  the  few  troops  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  murders.” 

On  the  3d  instant  a party  of  Indians  made  a de- 
scent upon  the  cattle  at  Tampa  bay,  and  carried  off  79 
head  and  two  horses.  A company  ot  dragoons  had 
been  sent  in  pursuit.  Where  were  the  military  while 
the  cattle  were  being  carried  off  ? There  is  certainly 
something  rotten  in  Florida. 

SI.  Augustine,  Oct.  4.— Nothing  of  Indian  news 
this  week;  and  no  farther  information  has  been  offi- 
cially received  here  of  the  intended  operations  against 
the  enemy.  The  best  season  of  the  year  will  soon 
pass  by  for  the  favorable  movement  of  troops,  and 
should  a campaign  be  ordered,  much  more  time  will 
be  expended  in  preparing  for  the  field.  Another 
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spring  with  the  Indians  in  Florida  is  probably  to 
open  upon  us,  and  the  interests  of  this  fine  country 
be  suffered  to  languish. 

The  light  house  at  Key  Biscayne,  has  been  or- 
dered to  be  repaired,  and  the  troops  garrisoning  that 
post  are  required  to  detail  the  necessary  guard. 

Rumor  says  that  the  1st  artillery  and  the  regiment 
of  Sth  infantry,  under  the  gallant  col.  Worth,  are  to 
come  forthwith  to  Florida.  [The News. 

SUSPENSION  OF  SPECIE  PAYMENT. 

Pennsylvania  Bank  of  U.  S.  It  appears  from  an 
abstract  of  the  affairs  of  the  bank  made  to  the  le- 
gislature of  Pennsylvania,  on  tire  first  of  January 
last,  that  the  liabilities  of  the  bank  consisted  prin- 
cipally of  the  following  items,  viz:  notes  of  the 
old  bank  in  circulation,  3,901,083;  new  notes  in 
circulation,  4,518,286;  post  notes  issued,  8,944,442; 
bills  drawn  on  Europe,  992,790;  balances  due  abroad, 
8,0S3,020;  deposites  7,861,134.  Xbtat,  sa.i80.ess. 
To  meet  this  debt  the  chief  resources  were,  paper 
discounted,  38,604,186;  stocks,  17,486,841;  balances 
against  other  banks,  11,752,424;  specie,  5,223,476; 
real  estate,  1,097,466;  other  resources,  2,017,103. 
Total,  66,180.396. 

The  New  York  Commercial  of  the  17th  says: 

Exchange  at  Philadelphia  is  at  9 per  cent.  This 
morning  $5,000  were  sold  at  91. 

The  stock  market  has  rallied  again  this  morning. 
United  States  opened  at  74  and  closed  at  80;  this 
being  an  advance  of  10  per  cent,  over  the  closing 
price  of  Saturday.  Dry  Dock  has  advanced  2 per 
cent,  over  yesterday’s  sales.  North  American 
Trust  opened  at  46J  and  closed  at  48,  which  is  lj 
over  that  of  yesterday.  Mechanics  banking  as- 
sociation 1 per  cent.  Delaware  and  Hudson  left 
off  yesterday  at  54$,  and  the  closing  prices  of  to-day 
56.  Ohio  Life  and  Trust,  2 per  cent.  Bank  of  Ken- 
tucky, 2.  Harlem  lj.  Mohawk,  1$  over  previous 
sales.  Utica  and  Schenectady  fell  off  1 per  cent. 

We  learn  that  about  $300,000  in  specie  has  been 
received  in  New  York  this  morning,  from  Balti- 
more and  Philadelphia — coming  in  the  regular  way 
of  trade  for  the  purchase  of  goods  and  payment  of 
obligations. 

Post  notes  of  the  United  States  bank  were  sell- 
ing in  Philadelphia  yesterday  at  If-  per  month  dis- 
count. Private  paper  sold  at  I{. 

The  confidence  of  our  bank  officers  in  their 
ability  to  maintain  specie  payments  throughout,  is 
increasing  daily;  and  so  is  the  confidence  of  the 
public  in  their  soundness  and  prudent  management. 
A better  and  more  cheerful  feeling  has  prevailed  in 
the  street  to-day  than  at  any  lime  since  Wednes- 
day. We  are  told  that  the  banks  have  discounted 
to  a reasonable  extent,  and  business  paper  has 
even  been  sought  for  with  some  avidity. 

In  short,  there  is  every  reason  to  be  sure  that 
New  York  will  go  on  well.  It  is  not  improbable 
that  one  or  two  small  institutions,  which  have  be- 
come involved,  may  find  it  necessary  to  suspend, 
and  even  wind  up,  but  should  this  be  the  case, 
their  circulation  is  very  limited,  and  even  should 
they  close  their  doors,  their  notes  will  be  paid 
in  full. 

We  learn  that  the  United  States  schooner  Boxer, 
daily  expected,  has  on  board  a large  amount  of 
specie. 

From  the  New  York  American  of  the  19 th. 

The  money  pressure.  In  looking  about  for  the 
causes  of  the  pressure  which  is  grinding  the  com- 
mercial community,  the  chief  immediate  one  would 
seem  to  be,  the  position  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  of  Pennsylvania,  as  a borrower  on  the  both 
sides  of  the  water. 

Some  millions  sterling  have  been  taken  by  it  out 
of  the  English  market,  already  severely  pressed  by 
the  effects  of  short  crops — and,  to  meet  these  and 
other  engagements,  some  millions  of  dollars  were 
abstracted  from  this  market,  and  that,  too,  at  a time 
when  the  pressure  in  England  had  already  occa- 
sioned some  pressure  here. 

Under  these  circumstances,  our  banks,  as  an  act 
of  self-preservation,  were  obliged  to  contract  their 
issues  and  discounts. 

The  suspension  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
although  operating  as  a relief  to  the  banks  here  and 
to  the  eastward,  necessarily  produced  a derange- 
ment in  the  exchanges,  which  not  only  aggravated 
existing  difficulties,  but  by  arousing  the  fears  of 
many,  compelled  the  bank'3  to  keep  themselves 
strong  enough  to  meet  the  contingency. 

It  is  only  just  to  this  community  to  say,  that  this 
stale  of  inconvenience  and  pressure  has  been  man- 
fully sustained — and  now,  with  lessened  engage- 
ments, and  a small  foreign  debt,  with  the  crops 
ready  to  go  forward,  we  may  look,  speedily,  that 
the  exchanges  will  be  turned  in  our  favor. 

Under  such  circumstances,  the  course  for  New 
York,  and  for  New  England,  is  written  in  letters 
of  light — Persevere,  persevere,  unto  the  end.  The 


banks  must,  and  will,  do  what  they  can  to  relieve 
the  pressure,  and  individuals  must  aid  each  other; 
but  the  main  object,  that  of  keeping  their  issues 
within  their  own  control,  must  not  be,  for  a moment, 
lost  sight  of  by  the  banks.  Their  usefulness  and 
Credit,  nay,  their  very  existence,  depend  on  such  a 
course.  They  may  rely  upon  the  hearty  co-opera- 
tion of  the  community,  and  of  the  government,  both 
state  and  general. 

Every  reflecting  man  must  perceive  the  incalcu- 
lable importance  of  preserving  a sound  standard  of 
value,  whereby  to  estimate  property,  and  as  a ral- 
lying point  for  suspended  institutions.  Philadel- 
phia itself  is  deeply  interested  that  New  York 
should  sustain  herself,  for  then  Philadelphia  has 
sure  aid  at  hand  to  promote  and  facilitate  her  own 
resumption. 

To  Boston  and  the  manufacturing  interest  it  is 
even  more  desirable.  Who,  indeed,  can  calculate 
the  importance  to  both  New  Eiialoml 
York,  of  preserving  their  present  position,  and 
maintaining,  under  all  circumstances,  the  sound- 
ness of  their  currency? 

Look  but  at  the  two  sides  of  the  picture.  Un- 
doubtedly, the  actual  state  of  things  produces  the 
severest  distress  to  many,  but  it  is — as  we  hope  amt 
believe — for  a briefspace  only,  but  its  consequences 
will  be  permanent  soundness  and  prosperity,  and 
undoubted  credit  at  home  and  abroad,  while  New 
England  ahd  New  York  become  thereby  necessa- 
rily the  centre  of  the  trade,  foreign  and  domestic, 
of  the  United  States. 

On  tlie  other  hand,  if  the  banks  had  suspended, 
universal  confusion  and  distrust  would  ensue — there 
would  be  no  standard  of  value  in  the  country — and 
we  should  immediately  witness  a lessened  consump- 
tion of  manufactures,  a diminution  in  foreign  trade 
and  credit,  the  departure  of  sound  capital  and  credit 
— which  cannot  co-exist  with  a depreciated  cur- 
rency— the  stoppage  of  the  public  works — labor 
unemployed — the  moral  sense  of  the  community 
deteriorated  by  such  conduct  on  the  part  of  the 
banks — and  an  interval,  of  which  no  man  can  mea- 
sure the  duration,  of  inextricable  confusion. 

Who,  in  comparing  these  two  views,  can  hesi- 
tate, however  trying  and  bitter  the  pressure  of  the 
hour,  to  say  to  and  of  the  banks,  persevere ? No 
wise,  no  considerate  man  surely:  and  we  cannot 
err  in  assuming,  that  it  is  the  general  sentiment  of 
this  community,  and  that  of  Boston,  that  our  banks 
are  right  in  their  course,  and  that  they  have  the 
strength  and  the  means  to  carry  it  through. 

As  to  Boston,  we  have  seen  a letter  of  yesterday, 
from  the  highest  authority  in  that  city,  declaring, 
in  the  fullest  manner,  the  ability  and  the  purpose 
of  the  banks  there,  to  maintain  specie  payments. 

We  feel  authorised,  therefore,  in  repeating,  with 
a confidence,  which  the  events  of  each  day,  since 
the  Philadelphia  suspension,  have  increased,  that 
our  banks  are  impregnable. 

United  States  bank.  To  put  an  end,  if  possible, 
fo  the  misrepresentations  and  falsehoods  circulating 
on  the  subject,  it  may  be  proper  to  reiterate  the  fol- 
lowing statements: 

1.  The  U.  S.  bank  of  Pennsylvania  is  a state,  and 
not  a national  institution. 

2.  Deriving  its  charter  from  only  one,  out  of  the 
twenty-six  states,  and  not  from  the  general  govern- 
ment, it  had  neither  authority  nor  power  to  act  as 
a “great  regulator”  of  exchanges  and  currency. 

3.  The  charter  of  this  great  Pennsylvania  bank 
>vas  bestowed  by  a legislature  decidedly  loco  foco. 

The  New  York  Express  of  the  19th  says: 

The  storm  is  so  severe  to-day,  that  all  out-door 
business  is  suspended.  The  sailing  of  the  Liver- 
pool steamer  will  not  be  delayed.  The  impression 
is  that  a much  less  amount  of  specie  will  go  in  her 
than  was  anticipated.  Bills  on  London  are  selling 
at  109al09$,  and  an  abundant  supply  in  the  market. 

Exchange  on  Philadelphia  Ibis  morning  is  fifteen, 
and  on  Providence  ten  per  cent.  Money  is  appa- 
rently as  scarce  as  it  can  be.  Merchants  are  com- 
pelled to  sell  their  southern  exchanges  at  most 
ruinous  sacrifices  to  meet  their  engagements. 

October  18. 

The  steamer  Liverpool  which  sails  this  day,  will 
convey  to  Europe  the  first  intelligence  of  the  sus- 
pension of  specie  payments  by  the  Pennsylvania 
banks,  and  of  many  banks  south  of  them,  unless 
Hie  London  packet  ship  Wellington  should  arrive 
before  her,  which  is  not  improbable. 

On  the  departure  of  the  Wellington,  the  suspen- 
sion alluded  to,  was  of  such  recent  occurrence, 
that  we  contented  ourselves  with  simply  noticing 
it.  Sufficient  time  had  not  then  elapsed  to  consider 
this  event  in  all  its  bearings,  to  reflect  on  its  many 
important  consequences,  and  its  probable  effects; 
and  even  now,  though  we  propose  to  enter  more 
fully  on  tbe  subject,  we  shall  principally  confine 
ourselves  to  a statement  of  facts  on  which  reliance 
may  be  placed,  (or  we  are  still  too  much  in  the 


dark  as  to  the  immediate  causes  of  the  catastrophe, 
to  venture  a decided  opinion  on  the  causes  which 
produced  it, or  the  consequences  which  may  be  ex- 
pected to  flow  from  it. 

All  the  banks  in  the  city  of  New  York,  (with  a 
couple  of  trifling  exceptions  not  worthy  of  notice), 
continue  to  meet  their  engagements  in  specie,  and 
are  amply  able  to  meet  their  circulation,  (which  may 
be  presumed  to  be  much  curtailed),  and  their  depo- 
sites in  specie,  if  demanded.  There  has,  however, 
been  no  run  upon  them  for  specie,  nor,  foreign  ex- 
changes being  in  our  favor,  and  the  balance  of  in- 
debtedness with  other  parts  of  the  union  being  also 
in  our  favor,  is  it  well  possible  to  conceive  from 
what  quarter  any  such  demands  would  come.  If 
it  should  come,  however,  our  banks,  we  repeat,  are 
prepared  to  meet  it  in  specie  from  their  own  re- 
sources, and  should  these  by  any  possibility  fail, 
they  will  have  the  support  of  the  federal  govern- 

reign  c oun tr le si To^wl 1 1 cf? 't n en cf it 
bank  and  state,  and  sub-treasury,”’  has  reached; 
but  it  must  be  recollected  that  by  law  the  federal 
government  is  only  permitted  to  receive  its  dues  in 
specie  or  the  notes  of  specie  paying  banks,  and  if 
there  are  none  of  the  latter — and  there  would  then 
assuredly  neither  be  specie — forthcoming,  the  go- 
vernment would  be  placed  in  a sorry  predicament. 
New  York  is,  therefore,  the  only  sure  foothold  left 
on  which  the  government  can  collect  its  revenues. 
But  while  we  speak  thus  confidently,  nay  advised- 
ly, of  the  ability  of  the  New  York  banks,  it  cannot 
be  denied  that  they  maintain  it  at  the  expense  of 
the  commerce  of  this  city,  which  is  suffering  to  an 
unparalleled  extent.  This  day  has  been,  on  ’change, 
one  of  the  severest  pressure.  Money  scarcely  to 
be  had  on  any  terms,  however  unquestionable  the 
security  offered.  It  may  be,  tberelore,  asked,  is  it 
not  possible  that  our  banks,  yielding  to  the  neces- 
sity of  the  case,  will  be  induced  to  bring  their  cre- 
dit to  the  support  of  individual  credit,  whereby 
they  would  increase  their  liabilities  to  an  extent 
which  might  endanger  their  continuance  of  specie 
payments?  We  are  very  far  from  being  sure  that 
in  view  of  the  general  interests  of  the  "country,  it 
would  not  be  better  they  encountered  this  risk,  but 
there  is  almost  an  insuperable  obstacle  to  their  do- 
ing it. 

By  a law  of  the  state  of  New  York,  on  the  sus- 
pension of  specie  payments  by  any  of  our  banks, 
the  chancellor  may  interfere,  stop  their  business, 
and  appoint  a receiver  of  all  their  assets;  and  it 
is  understood  that  the  chancellor,  (nothing  loath, 
according  to  custom),  would  be  very  willing  to 
take  this  responsibility  upon  himself,  which,  put- 
ting the  interests  of  the  holders  of  stock  in  our 
banks  out  of  the  question,  would  to  the  mercantile 
community  at  large  be  still  more  disastrous  than 
the  course  which  the  banks  now  pursue. 

There  is,  however,  another  view  to  be  taken  of 
our  position,  and  a more  favorable  one,  which  is, 
that  the  banks  having  felt  their  way  and  found  that 
there  is  no  danger  of  a demand  upon  them  for  specie 
from  foreign  countries,  will  be  able  to  afford  the 
same  facilities  to  mercantile  enterprise  wtiich  they 
have  done  in  other  times,  without  endangering  their 
actual  position.  That  this  state  of  things  has  ar- 
rived, or  will  very  speedily  arrive,  there  are  many 
indications.  Bills  on  Europe,  to  day,  were  offering 
under  par,  and  could  find  no  buyers.  When  this 
state  of  our  foreign  exchanges  is  once  firmly  estab- 
lished, we  think  the  banks  need  be  under  no  ap- 
piehension,  and  that  their  interest  then,  as  well  as 
inclination,  will  lead  them  to  afford  that  aid  to  the 
mercantile  community  it  so  much  needs. 

The  Philadelphia  Commercial  of  the  19th  says: 

A number  of  notes  have  been  noted  for  non-pay- 
ment during  the  week,  holders  residing  in  other 
places  have  demanded  the  payment  of  notes  drawn 
here  and  falling  due,  in  specie,  which  demand  has 
been  rejected  by  our  business  men  generally,  al- 
though they  have  promptly  offered  to  take  them 
up  with  notes  current  in  this  city. 

The  Philadelphia  Inquirer  of  the  19th  says: 

Our  money  market  is  easier,  but  by  no  means 
so  easy  as  could  be  desired.  The  out  door  rates  for 
fair  business  paper  may  be  put  dow'n  at  1$  per  cent, 
a month.  It  is  stated  that  several  agents  are  now 
in  New  York  discounting  paper  in  t hat  city  at  2a2$ 
per  cent,  per  month  in  addition  to  the  exchange 
against  Philadelphia. 

The  New  York  Courier  of  the  19th,  in  its  article 
on  money  matters,  has  the  following  paragraph: 

We  disclaim,  in  the  most  pointed  manner  possi- 
ble, any  pretensions  to  superior  prudence,  on  the 
part  of  the  banks  of  New  York,  or  better  manage- 
ment or  sounder  capital  than  the  banks  of  our  sis- 
ter cities.  Those  who  have  suspended  there  will, 
we  are  satisfied,  eventually  be  as  able  to  redeem 
their  liabilities  as  we  are.  The  position  of  the  U. 
States  Bank  of  Pennsylvania  will  no  doubt  be  look- 
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ed  at  with  peculiar  interest  in  Europe,  and  we  he- 
sitate not  to  assert  our  perfect  conviction  that  all  its 
liabilities  in  Europe  will  be  punctually  met.  An 
exposition  of  the  causes  of  its  suspensions  has  been 
published  in  some  of  the  papers,  which  it  has  been 
assumed  comes  from  an  official  source.  We  be- 
lieve  no  such  thing,  and  we  caution  those  interest- 
ed against  giving  to  it  such  importance.  The  banks 
has  put  forth  no  statement  of  the  causes  which  led 
to  its  suspension.  All  are  left  to  their  own  conjec- 
tures. We  may  therefore  venture  ours,  which  is, 
that  it  is  the  impossibility  of  disposing  of  the  large 
amount  of  state  securities  which  it  holds,  that  has 
led  to  its  embarrassments. 

Largely  involved  as  the  bank  was  in  our  south- 
ern states,  holding  there  an  immense  amount  of 
debts — in  the  ordinary  course  ot  things  the  most 
secure — it  has  converted,  as  the  better  alternative, 
individual  debts  into  state  debts,  calculating  on 

unfortunateconsequences  of  the  failure  of  the  crops 
of  grain  in  the  north  of  Europe. — The  value  of  the 
bank  shares  (the  debts  we  repeat  are  out  of  the 
question)  depends  thus  upon  the  solvency  of  our 
southern  and  western  states;  and  of  this  no  one  in 
this  country  at  least,  entertains  a doubt.  In  look- 
ing at  the  prices  current  for  all  our  public  securi- 
ties here,  foreigners  must,  keep  in  view  the  high 
rates  of  interest  now  paid  for  the  use  of  money’,  and 
that  it  is  to  the  interest  of  the  capitalists  to  sell  at  a 
loss  even  state  securities  or  bank  shares,  which  pay 
but  an  interest  at  most  of  7 per  cent,  when  they  can 
invest  their  money  here  on  security  as  good  which 
will  give  them  25  per  cent,  interest. 

Form  the  New  York  Courier , Oct.  21. 

The  scarcity  of  money  on  Saturday  was  intense 
- — if  possible,  more  so  than  on  the  day  previous. 
Saturday,  however,  is  always  a worse  day  than 
others,  on  account  of  the  payments  to  be  made 
then,  embracing  two  days,  and  to  these  were  then 
added,  the  notes  of  a large  tea  sale  arriving  at  ma- 
turity. 

On  the  whole,  it  may  be  said  that  never  were  our 
merchants  so  sorely  pressed.  It  is  some  consola- 
i ' a to  add  that  we  are  assured  that  the  banks  will, 
i loughoutthe  present  week,  enlarge  their  line  ot 
umcounls. 

Another  steam  ship  cannot  be  expected  to  leave 
here  again  for  a month  to  come,  which  will  remove 
all  apprehensions  of  a foreign  demand  upon  them 
either  for  remittance  or  coin;  as  it  is  to  be  presum- 
ed that  those  having  to  make  over  funds,  chiefly 
calculated  on  these  opportunities  of  communica- 
tion. Amidst  the  prevailing  difficulties,  it  is  gra- 
tifying to  be  able  to  say  that  all  the  custom  house 
brmds'Yalling  due  last  week  were  regularly  paid. 

Of  the  extreme  embarrassment  of  the  moment 
we  can  at  the  same  time  give  no  stronger  prool 
than  the  fact,  that  the  packet  ship  South  Ame- 
rica, which  sailed  on  Saturday,  took  out  a large 
amount  of  British  dry  goods,  which  were  sent 
back. 

Exchange  on  Philadelphia  closed  at  12^;  Phila- 
delphia  bank  notes  at  14  a 15  per  cent,  discount. 
Exchange  on  Baltimore  13^;  Baltimore  bank  notes 

14  a 15.  Virginia  notes  12  a 15  per  cent,  dis- 
count. Exchange  on  Mobile  12  a 15  per  cent.; 
New  Orleans  5 a 6 per  cent.  Ohio  exchange  10  a 

15  per  cent.  At  these  rates  considerable  business 
was  done. 

From  the  N.  Y.  Gazette,  Oct.  21. 

All  the  custom  house  bonds  due  here  on  Satur- 
day, were  paitl,  without  a single  exception,  and 
those  which  fell  due  yesterday  (Sunday),  were  also 
paid  on  Saturday,  except  one  or  two,  which  is  pret- 
ty good  evidence  that  the  majority  of  our  merchants 
are  able  to  meet  their  engagements. 

The  New  York  American  of  the  14th  says: 

The  banks.—' There  .are  some  few  plain  propor- 
tions connected  with  the  present  condition  of  our 
banks,  which  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  recall  to  our 
readers. 

It  is  well  known  that  New  York,  universally,  is  a 
creditor  city,  and,  consequently,  cannot  be  drawn 
upon  from  elsewhere.  There  can,  therefore,  be  no 
danger  of  any  drain  of  specie  from  our  banks  to  sa- 
tisfy debts  in  other  places. 

Nevertheless,  we  hear  people  talk  ot  drafts  lor 
specie  fiotn  Philadelphia  as  though  we  were  the 
debtors  instead  of  the  creditors.  This  is  frightening 
one’s  self  with  shadows. 

Again,  it  is  said  we  cannot  now  collect  our  debts 
in  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  &c  Why  not?  They 
cannot,  indeed  be  collected  at  par,  but  at  the  dif- 
ference  between  specie  and  irredeemable  paper  they 
can  be  collected.  The  loss  thus  incurred  would  be 
the  subject  of  after  adjustment  by  the  debtor,  on 
whom  it  should,  of  course,  fall.  . 

But  the  foreign  demand,  it  is  urged,  will  drain 
the  vaults  of  our  banks.  It  has  not  had  that  effect 


heretofore.  Probably  some  three  millions  of  dollars 
have  been  sent  to  Europe  from  this  port  within  the 
last  six  weeks;  yet,  in  that  same  period,  the  specie 
in  the  vaults  of  the  city  banks  has  actually  increas- 
ed: and  now  that  specie  has  ceased  to  be  the  stand- 
ard in  the  cities  south  of  us,  it  will,  as  a matter  of 
course,  seek  this  market,  as  that  where  it  has  most 
value.  For  the  same  reason,  bills  of  exchange 
against  the  new  cotton  crop,  flour  shipments,  or 
other  consignments  to  Europe,  will  all  centre 
here,  because  here  they  will  be  sold  for  sound  mo- 
ney. 

In  this  way,  both  a supply  of  bills  and  of  specie 
may  be  anticipated,  independently  of  any  of  the 
latter  drawn  from  the  banks.  Moreover,  it  is  hoped 
and  believed  that  some  of  our  banks  will,  as  they 
can,  furnish  some  bills  on  England  by  the  Liverpool, 
which  is  to  take  her  departure  on  Saturday. 

Indeed  it  may  be  stated  as  certain,  that  bills  will 
be  forthcoming  for  money,  always — the  rate,  of 
course,  must  be  &Uvcmcii  u_y  me  iclatioii  between 
supply  and  demand. 

We  conclude,  therefore,  however  some  men  may 
croak — and  however  much  it  may  be  desired  in  Phi- 
ladelphia, or  elsewhere,  that  New  York  should  fol- 
low an  evil  example — that  the  N.  York  banks  are 
— as  we  have  before  said — and  will  remain,  im- 
pregnable. 

They  are  stronger  now  by  reason  of  a smaller  cir- 
culation and  a lower  amount  of  deposites,  than  when, 
in  the  face  of  earnest  opposition  from  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  and  the  southern  banks  generally, 
they  resumed  specie  payments.  How,  then,  should, 
or  can  it,  be  doubtful,  that  they  will  maintain  them 
now,  when  the  United  States  bank  is  utterly  pow- 
erless? There  is  not  a shadow  of  doubt. 

To  which  the  U.  S.  Gazette  responds: 

Impregnability.  What  does  New  York  mean 
when  she  says  that  her  banks  are  impregnable? 

There  are  in  New  York  thirty-four  banking  in- 
stPutions,  exclusive  of  the  United  States  bank. 

The  highest  estimate  at  which  their  newspaper 
boasts  have  placed  the  amount  of  specie,  previous 
to  the  large  export  by  the  Liverpool,  was  four  mil- 
lions and  half.  Taking  Ibis  sum  as  the  true  stock, 
the  result  is,  that  there  is  an  average  for  each  bank 
including  the  United  States  bank,  of  $'142,857. — 
This  is  the  mighty  ammunition  and  defence  which  is 
to  render  these  banks  impregnable  against  the  de- 
mands of  circulation  and  deposite,  amounting,  as 
we  have  good  reason  to  believe,  to  ten  millions  of 
dollars,  besides  the  large  amount  of  paper  deposited 
for  collection,  and  fast  hastening  to  maturity. 

The  New  York  Bank  of  the  United  States,  alone, 
if  we  mistake  not,  has  three  millions  of  the  best 
paper,  fast  maturing. 

The  average  of  the  thirty-four  banks,  excluding 
the  United  States  bank  with  her  stock  of  specie, 
would  at  their  own  estimate,  scarce  reach  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  per  bank. 

But  the  real  fact,  according  to  our  information 
and  conviction,  is  this:  Specie  in  the  vaults  of 

thirty-four  banks,  two  millions;  which  make  an 
average  of  $57,142.  This  is  the  defence  which  is 
to  render  the  banks  impregnable. 

We  ask  for  this  statement  the  calm  consideration 
of  every  well  judging  mind;  and  let  each  rnan  for 
himself  judge  what  must  be  the  motives  which  ac- 
tuate the  banks  of  New  York  in  mowing  down 
the  mercantile  community  with  such  ruthless  se- 
verity. 

Can  it  be  for  a moment  supposed,  that  those  who 
have  balances  lying  in  those  banks  will  permit  them 
to  remain,  when,  as  it  appears  by  the  above  exhi- 
bition of  their  own  strength,  as  given  by  them- 
selves, the  security  for  eventual  specie  payments  is 
of  so  slender  a nature. 

Is  it  not  certain  beyond  all  question,  that  if  the 
harrassed  and  sinking  commercial  community  were 
to  draw  specie  for  a third  of  the  amount  of  their  de- 
posites, they  would  strip  these  banks  of  their  claim 
to  impregnability?  From  what  source  are  their 
vaults  to  be  recruited.  The  drain  for  Europe  is  in- 
cessant, and  the  stream  large.  The  sources  to  sup  ■ 
ply  this  demand,  where  are  they? 

From  the  New  York  American,  15 th. 

The  Philadelphia  banks  have  made  another  step 
in  the  downward  path  ol  insolvency — one,  howev- 
er, which  w’e  presume,  was  inevitable  after  the  first 
and  fatal  step  of  stopping  specie  payments.  They 
no  longer  redeem  their  five  dollar  notes,  having 
“lost”— so  the  Philadelphia  Enquirerexpresses  it — 
since  Wednesday  the  enormous  sum  of  “$156,000 
in  this  way!”  An  odd  notion  of  loss  that,  which  is 
occasioned  by  paying  one’s  debts. 

From  the  New  York  American,  16 lli. 

Bank,  of  the  United  States  of  Pennsylvania.  The 
auditor  general  of  Pennsylvania  has,  it  is  said,  called 
upon  this  institution  forthwith  to  furnish  the  state- 
ments which  its  charter  requires,  of  its  liabilities  and 
assets,  and  generally  setting  forth  its  condition.  It 


is  among  the  circumstances  that  aggravate  its  actu- 
al position,  that  these  statements  have  long  been 
withheld,  and  consequently,  that  the  public  have  no 
means  of  forming  an  accurate  judgment  as  to  the 
manner  in  which  this  institution  has  been  conduct- 
ed, or  of  the  value  of  its  stock.  If,  then,  all  be 
right,  this  requisition  of  the  state  auditor  should  be 
looked  upon  by  the  bank,  as  one  of  kindness — as  it 
certainly  is  by  the  country,  as  one  of  clear  propriety 
and  obligation;  and  the  statements  which  it  calls  for 
will  be  expected  with  eager  anxiety.  It  is  not  to 
be  disguised,  that  serious  misgivings,  as  to  the 
soundness  of  the  bank,  exist  among  many  who  have 
watched  its  course,  and  remember  the  past. 

The  suspension  of  1837  found  it,  as  it  was  gene- 
rally understood,  greatly  extended,  in  every  direc- 
tion, with  many  millions  due  from  the  south  and 
the  west,  and  from  the  insolvent  interest  here  and 
elsewhere;  with  many  other  millions  invested  in 
various  internal  improveincnts,  and  with  the  bonds 
for  me  sale  of  the  branches  of  the  old  bank  for  the 
most  part  uncollected, — constituting  altogether  a 
large  portion  of  its  capital  rendered  wholly  una- 
vailable. Hence,  as  was  believed,  the  reluctance 
with  which,  after  resisting  to  the  utmost  the  ex- 
hortations, and  finally  the  example,  of  New  York, 
in  1838,  in  resuming  specie  payments — it  came  at 
last  into  that  measure.  But  in  order  to  do  so,  it, 
even  then,  is  reported  to  have  been  largely  a bor- 
rower; and  up  to  the  moment  of  its  recent  sus- 
pension, it  has  continued  the  policy  of  borrowing 
and  of  extension,  in  the  face  of  known  losses,  which 
the  very  silence  observed  concerning  them,  and 
the  withholding  of  all  official  reports,  served,  in 
some  sense,  to  magnify,  and  when  all  knew  that  a 
large  amount  of  its  means  was  invested  in  incon- 
vertible securities,  and  consequently  out  of  its  own 
control. 

It  is  very  probable  that  this  policy  was  adopted 
in  the  expectation  that,  owing  to  the  ease  thus 
produced  in  the  money  market,  and  the  consequent 
rise  of  prices,  the  suspended  balances  and  outstand- 
ing debts  of  the  bank  might  be  more  readily  and 
rapidly  collected — but  the  calculation  se.etns  to 
have  been  unsound,  as  its  consequences  have  been 
disastrous. 

If  by  an  opposite  course,  the  bank,  on  resuming, 
had  drawn  together  its  scattered  resources,  and  in- 
stead of  buy’ing  or  advancing  on,  all  sorts  of  stocks 
and  cotton,  and  extending  itself  by  new  issues,  it 
had  paid  off  its  own  debts,  and  confined  itself  to 
the  legitimate  objects  of  banking,  the  dealing  in 
the  regular  business  of  the  internal  exchanges,  and 
of  discounting  safe  mercantile  paper — it  seems 
hardly  questionable  that  not  only  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  but  all  the  banks,  south  and  west 
would  have  been  in  a safe  position — that  the  foreign 
exchanges  would  have  been  in  our  favor — and  the 
vast  mischief  which  now  surrounds  us  would  have 
been  avoided. 

We  are  well  aware  that  the  disjointed  state  of 
the  times,  and  the  unsettled  financial  condition 
and  policy  ot  the  government,  have  rendered  the 
management  of  so  vast  an  institution  as  the  Penn- 
sylvania Bank  of  the  United  States  sufficiently  dif- 
ficult; but  latterly,  even  the  government  had 
made  common  cause  with  that  institution,  availed 
itself  of  its  credit,  and  employed  it  as  an  agent  for 
disbursing  the  public  moneys.  But  this  very  con- 
nection— it  may  be — has  rather  served  to  stimu- 
late, than  restrain  its  issues.  Under  all  these  cir- 
cumstances it  ceases  to  be  matter  of  surprise,  that 
the  bank  has  suspended  its  payments,  and  dragged 
into  its  vortex  so  large  a number  of  other  banks, 
that  were  more  or  lesss  connected  with,  or  depen- 
dent upon  it. 

Still  less  can  it  be  matter  of  surprise,  that  much 
anxiety  is  felt  among  stockholders,  to  know  its  real 
condition;  hence  the  answer  (o  the  call  of  the  audi- 
tor general  of  Pennsylvania  will  be  looked  for  with 
interest,  as  tending  to  deveiope,  what  now  is  entire- 
ly hidden  from  the  public  ey’e. 

The  N.  York  Evening  Star  of  the  18th  says: 

The  attacks  which  have  been  made  on  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  in  the  Journal  of  Commerce  and  other 
papers  of  equal  integrity  and  reputation,  unwar- 
rantable as  they  are,  should  not  be  made  chargea- 
ble ou  our  merchants  and  others  engaged  in  trade; 
they  arise  from  private  and  speculative  sources,  and 
embrace  private  objects  only.  New  York  has  ne- 
ver called  on  Philadelphia  for  relief  that  the  call  has 
not  been  liberally  and  promptly  answered.  In  the 
darkest  hours,  when  committees  went  on  to  Phila- 
delphia to  ask  aid  from  the  United  States  bank, 
when  attached  to  the  general  government,  or  as  a 
state  institution,  they  never  were  met  with  refusal 
or  delay.  Mr.  Biddle  has  come  on  here,  issued  the 
bonds  of  the  bank,  its  post  notes,  and  all  its  availa- 
ble means,  to  assist  New  York;  and  now  an  attempt 
is  made  in  disreputable  quarters  here,  to  get  up  ex- 
citement against  Philadelphia,  and  to  brand  her 
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merchants  and  financiers  as  knaves,  and  enemies  to 
the  prosperity  of  this  city.  It  is  not  true,  and  such 
a course  should  be  scouted  at  by  every  honest  man. 

The  United  States  bank,  in  addition  to  causes 
and  pressure  from  abroad,  has  been  brought  into  its 
present  position  from  attempting  to  do  too  much — 
from  efforts  to  aid  every  section  of  the  union:  the 
agriculture  of  the  south,  the  trade  of  the  west,  the 
commerce  of  the  north,  the  industry  of  the  east. — 
The  bank  has  riot  at  any  time  declared,  as  the  pre- 
sident of  one  of  our  banks,  ari  administration  man, 
did  yesterday,  “I  will  sustain  this  bank  if  I break 
every  merchant  in  New  York.”  The  U.  States 
bank  pursued  a course  directly  the  reverse,  and  iri 
efforts  to  sustain  commerce,  trade  and  manufactures, 
went  beyond,  probably,  what  was  prudent  and  dis- 
creet, and  was  herself  compelled  to  stop.  This  may 
be  a cause  of  regret,  but  it  does  not  justify  assaults 
on  the  reputation  of  that  institution,  or  attacks  on 
the  character  and  motives  of  Philadelphia  merch- 
ants generally.  We  hope  to  see  such  attacks  re- 
pudiated and  scouted  at,  as  unwarrantable  and  un- 
called for. 

The  government  is  in  the  field,  boldly  against  the 
merchants.  The  collectors  of  all  the  ports  are,  or 
will  be  instructed  to  send  in  all  the  specie  in  their 
possession,  and  what  can  be  drained  in  their  dis- 
tricts, to  this  city,  to  be  deposited  in  the  adminis- 
tration banks’  while  those  banks,  thus  supported  and 
sustained,  will  draw  from  the  weaker  institutions  all 
the  coin  they  can  get  hold  of.  It  is  thus  that  the 
general  interests  of  the  country  are  to  be  protected. 
Mr.  Yan  Buren  thinks,  that  with  the  specie  here 
under  his  control,  he  can  manage  the  coming  ejec- 
tions, and  get  all  the  facilities  necessary  to  sustain 
his  cause.  The  Bank  of  America,  the  Manhattan, 
and  a few  others,  having  nothing  of  consequence  in 
circulation,  are  to  be  the  sub-treasurers.' 

Boston.  The  Boston  Gazette  of  the  12(h  inst. 
says,  a meeting  of  merchants  and  traders  was  held 
at  the  Exchange  Coffee  House,  to  take  into  consi- 
deration the  present  financial  condition  of  the  com- 
munity, at  which  a committee  was  appointed,  to 
confer  with  the  banks  of  the  city.  A communica- 
tion was  accordingly  made  with  each  bank,  who 
severally  responded  by  letter. 

Last  evening,  an  adjourned  meeting  was  held  at 
the  Exchange  Coffee  House,  Dr.  E.  II.  Robbins  in 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  P.  S.  Shelton,  secretary.  Where- 
upon, Mr.  Josiah  Bradlee,  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee to  confer  with  the  banks,  reported  by  read- 
ing their  answers. 

These  letters  were  all  nearly  of  the  same  tenor, 
and  declared  that  while  they  had  each  done 
all  in  their  power  to  relieve  the  community,  they 
would  still  persevere  in  discounting  to  the  utmost 
extent  of  their  ability.  The  City  bank  offered,  if 
others  would  co-operate,  to  discount,  next  Thurs- 
day, at  least  2^  per  cent,  of  its  capital,  say  $25,000, 
and  the  Tremont  also  proposed  to  discount  the 
whole  of  its  current  receipts  this  week.  Mr.  Brad- 
lee remarked,  that  at  this  rate  the  Tremont  would 
probably  disperse  $60,0C0,  and  he  added  that,  on 
Tuesday  last,  the  Boston  bank  discounted  about 
$-10,000.  The  Globe  discounted  $50,000  on  Mon- 
day last. 

These  letters  having  been  read  and  well  received, 
Mr.  Degrand  rose  and  offered  a series  of  resolu- 
tions, the  result  of  which  was,  that  under  existing 
circumstances,  it  was  most  expedient  for  our  banks 
to  suspend  specie  payments  for  bills  of  five  dollars 
and  upwards.  He  ga\e  his  reason,  at  some  length, 
for  the  adoption  of  the  resolutions.  He  was  fol- 
lowed by  Mr.  Amasa  Walker  on  the  same  side. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas  B.  Curtis,  the  reso- 
lutions were  laid  on  the  table  for  the  purpose  of 
considering  a substitute,  which  was  then  offered  by 
Mr.  Bradlee.  It  was  to  the  effect,  that  on  Thurs- 
day (this  day)  at  10  o’clock,  a meeting  of  delegates 
from  all  the  city  banks  be  held  to  take  into  conside- 
ration the  present  crisis,  and  that  it  be  recommend- 
ed to  them  to  discount  in  the  course  of  the  present 
week,  5 per  cent,  of  their  cipital.  Mr.  Peter  T. 
Homer  made  some  remarks  in  favor  of  this  resolu- 
tion, and  it  was  further  sustained  by  JMr.  Nathan 
Appleton,  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Degrand  and 
Walker.  The  resolution  was  finally  adopted  after 
very  little  discussion,  and  the  meeting  adjourned. 

The  resolution  of  the  banks  to  discount  next 
week  2'i  per  cent,  on  the  capital,  over  and  above 
their  receipts  during  the  same  period,  was  adopted 
in  compliance  with  the  above  recommendation. 

The  Boston  Daily  Advertiser  of  the  14th  says, 
“the  banks  in  this  city  proceed  in  their  business  as 
usual.  We  perceive  no  tendency  to  a suspension 
of  payments,  A suspension,  under  present  cir- 
cumstances, would  be  a bankruptcy.  Public  sen- 
timent does  not  require  it,  and  would  not  justify 
and  uphold  it.” 

In  the  Boston  Daily  Advertiser  of  yesterday,  we 
find  this  letter,  which  explains  itself,  and  which, 


as  communicating  the  opinions  of  a sagacious  and 
practical  man,  well  known  to  the  merchants  and 
business  men  of  the  United  States,  will  not  be  with- 
out interest  to  our  readers.  [iY  Y.  American. 

New  York,  October  16,  1839. 
Fraklin  Haven,  esq. 

president  of  the  Merchants'1  bank,  Boston. 

Dear  sir:  Mr.  Winchester  called  on  me  this 
morning  in  behalf  of  your  bank,  to  inquire  if  I 
would  authorise  the  bank  to  draw  on  Messrs.  Bar- 
ing, Brothers  &.  Co.  if  it  should  have  occasion  to 
do  so.  In  reply,  I beg  to  say  that  I shall  be  in  Bos- 
ton soon,  and  will  have  the  pleasure  to  see  you  on 
the  subject — but  I conceive  no  occasion  can  arise, 
inasmuch  as  Mr.  Quincy  is  drawing  in  Boston  on 
Messrs.  Baring,  and  the  banks  here  also  against 
stocks,  for  a large  amount — and  on  other  houses 
also;  and  I think  the  amount  of  bills  offered  will 
prevent  any  export  of  specie  of  any  consequence, 
and  be  more  than  sufficient  to  meet  the  demand. 
The  bank,  here,  generally,  are  in  a position  of  great 
strength,  and  their  engagements  so  reduced,  that 
nothing  can  touch  them  without  their  own  consent, 
and  they  may  not  only  continue  but  increase  their 
discounts — and  have  more  specie  than  is  desirable 
for  them  to  keep;  and  as  I understand  the  position 
of  the  Boston  banks,  they  are  equally  strong,  and 
with  a good  understanding  between  them  may  give 
the  necessary  relief  to  the  community.  Boston, 
too,  is  getting  to  be  a creditor  city,  and  need  feel 
under  no  apprehension  whatever — nothing  can 
touch  her.  Be  assured  that  New  York  will  not  only 
continue  to  pay  specie,  but  that  there  will  be  a 
gradual  relief  to  the  money  market.  Dear,  sir, 
very  truly  and  respectfully  yours,  T.  W.  WARD. 

The  Atlas  of  the  18th  says,  that  the  condition  of 
money  affairs  there  is  by  no  means  easy,  and  there 
is  still  a pressing  demand  for  money  on  prime  busi- 
ness paper,  even  at  very  high  prices.  We  copy 
from  the  Atlas  the  following  report  of  the  proceed- 
ings at  the  bank  meeting,  held  in  that  city: 

Bank  meeting  At  a meeting  of  delegates  from 
the  different  banks  in  the  city  of  Boston,  held  at  the 
hall  over  the  Tremont  bank  on  Thursday,  17th  inst. 
hon.  Samuel  T.  Armstrong  was  chosen  chairman, 
and  Amasa  Walker,  secretary. 

On  motion  of  Robt.  G.  Shaw,  esq.  the  roll  of  the 
banks  of  the  city  was  called,  and  it  appeared  that 
21  out  of  25  were  represented. 

After  an  animated  and  somewhat  protracted  dis- 
cussion, in  which  much  information  was  elicited, 
and  many  interesting  facts  communicated,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  present  slate  of  the  money  market,  and 
the  wants  of  the  community  generally — the  follow- 
ing vote,  offered  by  C.  W.  Cartwright,  esq.  and  se- 
conded by  Eliphalet  Williams,  esq.  were  unani- 
mously adopted. 

Resolved,  That  after  an  interchange  of  opinions 
and  a statement  of  facts  in  regard  to  the  present 
condition  of  the  Boston  banks,  we  are  fully  satis- 
fied that  they  are  in  a sound  condition,  and  in  the 
possession  of  an  unusal  amount  of  specie — and  that 
without  the  occurrence  of  some  unanticipated  event, 
have  the  utmost  confidence  in  being  able  to  main- 
tain specie  payments,  and  at  the  same  time  continue, 
or  even  moderately  increase  their  present  line  of 
discounts.  It  was  then  voted,  that  this  meeting  be 
dissolved. 

SAMUEL  T.  ARMSTRONG,  chairman. 

Amasa  Walker,  secretary. 

The  bank  suspension.  A correspondent  of  the 
Boston  Post,  in  an  article  on  the  suspension  of  spe- 
cie payments  by  the  southern  banks,  makes  the  fol- 
lowing remarks  in  reference  to  the  banks  in  Boston 
and  vicinity: 

If  there  are  banks  on  the  face  of  the  earth  capa- 
ble of  withstanding  a run,  and  which  can  resist  the 
fraudulent  act  of  a suspension,  our  banks  are  the 
ones.  The  public  do  not  call  for  specie;  the  mag- 
nanimity of  the  mass  is  above  an  act  so  suicidal  to 
their  own  welfare.  He  who  demands  specie  at  this 
juncture,  it  will  be  proved  in  ninety-nine  cases  out 
of  a hundred,  is  a note-shaver,  or  some  prowling  des 
perale  adventurer,  who  hopes  to  profit  and  conceal 
his  bankruptcy  by  a general  suspension.  Let  the 
honest,  prudent  man,  he  who  has  something  to  lose, 
look  to  this,  and  use  his  utmost  influence  to  encou- 
rage the  banks  to  discharge  honorably  all  their  en- 
gagements. 

From  the  Boston  Ccntinel. 

It  is  a great  mistake  to  suppose  that  the  U.  S. 
bank  of  Pennsylvania  has  any  thing  in  common,  as 
a public  national  institution,  with  the  former  Bank 
of  the  United  States.  It  is  established  in  part  upon 
totally  different  principles.  That  was  a bank  in 
which  the  people  of  the  United  States  had  an  inte- 
rest, and  were  in  fact  large  stockholders.  It  was 
established  by  an  act  of  congress,  under  the  proper 
control  of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  who 
had  a voice  potential  in  the  organization  of  its  board, 
and  the  management  of  its  concerns,  which  were 


subject  to  the  examination  of  congress,  and  under 
a duly  regulated  responsibility  to  the  country.  For 
a long  time  it  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  the  country, 
which  it  returned  by  a large  rendition  of  its  bene- 
fits. That  confidence  was  important  to  it,  and  the 
consequence  of  it  was  no  less  to  the  country.  It 
was  prosperous,  and  so  was  the  country  under  its 
operations.  It  was  profitable  to  its  stockholders, 
of  whom  the  people  themselves  were  a large  por- 
tion, and  therefore  it  was  sound  and  safe  to  the  com- 
munity. It  is  as  a great  public  institution  solely  and 
simply  that  we  speak  of  it — and  as  such  we  see  no 
reason  to  rejoice  in  any  of  the  results  that  have  at- 
tended its  catastrophe. 

Over  this  great  state  bank  of  Pennsylvania  the 
government  and  people  of  the  United  States,  on  the 
other  hand,  have  no  control.  It  is  as  independent 
of  them  as  it  is  of  the  emperor  of  China.  Being 
under  no  obligations  to  the  government  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  it  feels  under  none  to  consult  any  inte- 
rests but  its  own,  or  those  of  the  immediate  com- 
munity to  which  it  belongs,  and  believes  itself  at 
liberty  to  conduct  its  concerns  just  like  those  of 
other  state  banks,  so  as  to  make  the  largest  profit 
they  can  under  the  laws  of  the  states  to  which  they 
generally  pay  so  liberal  a bonus  for  their  charters. 

Rhode  Island.  The  Providence  Journal  of  the 
18th,  contains  the  following  circular  of  the  bank 
commissioners  of  Rhode  Island: 
circular. 

To  all  the  incorporated  banks  in  Rhode  Island. 

Many  of  the  banking  institutions  in  the  state 
having  suspended  specie  payments,  the  bank  com- 
missioners deemed  it  necessary  for  them  to  enjoin 
upon  the  banks  an  observance  of  the  following  re- 
gulations and  recommendations. 

The  banks  are  required  to  forbear  from  any  con- 
siderable extension  of  their  liabilities  to  the  public, 
and  from  selling  or  disposing  of  their  specie  for  any 
other  purpose  than  the  redemption  of  their  own 
bills  at  par.  They  are  also  required  to  refrain 
from  the  issue  of  fractional  bills,  and  are  advised  to 
pay  out  freely,  the  smaller  denominations  of  coin, 
in  such  sums  as  will  relieve  the  community  from 
the  inconvenience  which  the  issue  of  fractional  bills 
is  intended  to  remedy. 

The  banks  are  also  advised  in  all  their  transac- 
tions, to  hold  in  view  an  early  resumption  of  specie 
payments,  and  to  do  nothing  which  shall  peril  so 
desirable  an  event. 

To  restrain  any  immoderate  issues  of  bank  paper, 
and  to  preserve  an  uniformity  in  its  value,  it  is  re- 
commended that  such  an  arrangement  be  entered 
into  by  the  banks  generally,  as  will  provide  for  the 
reception,  by  each  bank,  of  its  bills  from  other 
banks,  weekly  or  oftener,  and  for  the  payment  ot  a 
suitable  rate  of  interests  on  the  balances  which  may 
be  found  against  it. 

The  banks  will  immediately  report  to  the  com- 
missioners at  Providence,  a statement  in  the  same 
form  as  last  required,  of  their  condition  as  it  was  at 
the  close  of  business  hours  on  Tuesday,  the  1 5th  of 
October  instant;  and  they  will  forward  a similar  re- 
port of  their  condition  as  it  may  be  on  Tuesday  the 
22d  of  October  instant:  Thereafter  during  the  sus- 
pension or  until  further  notice,  they  will  continue 
io  make  their  relurns  monthly,  commencing  with 
the  first  Monday  of  November  next. 

Henry  Anthony, 

Geo.  G.  King, 

William  Pecicham 

Providence,  October  16,  1839. 

South  and  west.  The  Alexandria  Gazette, 
speaking  of  the  late  suspensions  of  the  banks,  says: 

“Certain  it  is,  that  the  banks  in  this  section  of 
country  had  no  reason,  of  themselves,  and  from 
their  own  operations,  to  begin  or  be  a party  to  the 
measure.  Their  line  of  business,  it  is  admitted, 
was  a safe,  fair,  and  legitimate  one.  The  necessily 
of  the  case,  a necessity  seen  and  acknowledged  by 
all,  a necessity  which  operated  upon  them  without 
their  fault,  without  their  connivance,  and,  contrary 
to  their  interests  and  wishes,  came  in  such  a shape, 
that  it  could  not  be  avoided,  and  they  reluctantly 
acquiesced  in  a measure  w'hich  their  managers,  as 
respectable  citizens,  must  have  deplored.  There 
could  be  no  cause,  therefore,  in  the  south,  for  com- 
plaint againt  their  banks.  And  hence,  we  hear 
none.  We  trust  that,  every  where,  north  and  south, 
the  high  character  of  the  people,  for  reason,  mode- 
ration, and  propriety  of  conduct,  already  required, 
may  be  preserved  and  maintained.” 

The  difficulty  of  maintaining  specie  payments, 
in  the  common  understanding  of  the  phrase,  by  a 
banking  institution  when  its  neighbors  have  sus- 
pended, is  illustrated  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Ex- 
change bank  at  Norfolk,  which  we  annex: 

At  a meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Ex- 
change bank  of  Virginia,  ori  Saturday,  October  the 
12tb,  1839,  the  following  resolutions  were  adopted: 


Bank  com- 
missioners. 
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1st  Resolved,  That  in  payment  of  debts  due  for 
curtailments  on  discounted  notes  the  paper  of  the 
two  banks  of  Virginia  may  be  received  for  one  half, 
and  specie  or  Exchange  bank  notes,  payable  here, 
for  the  other  half. 

2d.  Resolved,  That  in  the  payment  of  notes  for 
collection,  none  but  the  notes  of  the  Exchange 
bank  payable  here,  or  specie,  can  be  received,  un- 
less permission  be  obtained  from  the  depositor,  who 
will  then  only  be  authorised  to  check  for  the  amount 
in  the  like  currency. 

3d.  Resolved,  That  for  the  payment  of  debts  due 
to  this  bank,  it  may  be  made  as  the  law  directs  in 
Exchange  banknotes  or  its  branches,  orone-half  the 
amount  will  be  received  in  Exchange  bank  notes 
payable  here,  or  specie,  and  the  other  half  may  be 
Virginia  notes. 

4th.  Resolved,  That  Virginia  and  North  Carolina 
notes  will  be  received  on  deposit,  to  be  checked  out 
in  the  same  currency,  and  the  former  ordy  to  be  ap- 
plied to  the  extent  as  before  provided  for,  on  the 
payment  of  notes  falling  due. 

5th.  Resolved,  That  notes  hereafter  to  be  discount- 
ed must  be  made  payable  at  the  Exchange  bank. 

Norfolk,  October  17.  Exchange  bank  of  Virginia. 
We  regret  to  state  that  the  Exchange  bank,  of  this 
place,  has  been  compelled  to  suspend  specie  pay- 
ments. 

The  Portsmouth  branch  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia, 
suspended  yesterday.  [ Beacon . 

Charleston  banks.  The  news  of  the  bank  suspen- 
sions reached  Charleston  on  Sunday.  On  Monday 
morning  a meeting  of  the  officers  of  the  several 
banks  was  held,  when  it  was  resolved  that  they 
should  suspend  specie  payments  forthwith.  The 
measure  was  announced  in  the  following  address 
on  the  part  of  the  banks. 

An  unexampled  crisis  has  arisen — threatening,  if 
not  timely  provided  for,  to  bring  upon  this  commu- 
nity the  greatest  distress — it  therefore  becomes  the 
imperative,  though  painful  duty  of  those  whose  in- 
terest it  is  to  watch  over  the  monetary  concerns  and 
credit  of  this  state,  to  adopt  such  measures  as  are 
called  for  by  the  present  emergency. 

Your  committee  leel  the  deep  responsibility 
which  has  devolved  upon  them,  and  are  anxious  to 
justify  to  the  state,  and  to  the  world,  the  course  of 
proceeding  which  may  be  adopted  on  this  occasion. 
They  think  it  proper  to  observe  that  the  banks  of 
this  city  have  in  good  faith,  notwithstanding  the 
extraordinary  pressure  of  the  times,  punctually  and 
cheerfully  redeemed  their  paper;  and,  at  the  same 
time,  afforded  such  accommodation  to  a suffering 
community  as  it  was  in  their  power  to  give,  and 
they  confidently  believe,  that  but  for  events  altoge- 
ther beyond  their  control,  would  have  continued  to 
do  so.  It  is  known  to  our  fellow  citizens,  that  the 
banks  of  Philadelphia,  with  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  at  their  head,  and  the  banks  of  Baltimore, 
have  suspended  specie  payments,  w'hich  must,  from 
necessity,  be  followed  by  those  of  New  York,  and 
other  commercial  cities.  The  effect  would  be,  if 
not  prevented,  to  draw  for  shipment  abroad,  every 
dollar  from  the  banks  of  this  city  without  the  pow- 
er on  their  part  of  replenishing  their  coffers,  except 
at  the  most  ruinous  sacrifices,  involving,  for  want  of 
accommodation  to  the  citizens,  every  man  at  all 
connected  with  the  agricultural  or  commercial 
concerns  of  the  country  in  unparalleled  distress. 

Your  committee  state  the  fact,  that  by  the  last 
steamers  since  the  suspension,  in  the  cities  before 
alluded  to,  large  drafts  and  amounts  have  come  on 
and  are  now  waiting  to  know  the  result  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  this  meeting.  And  your  committee  be- 
lieve that  they  will,  in  a few  days,  be  followed  by 
many  others  whose  object  is  reckless  speculation, 
regardless  of  the  multiplied  ills  which  they  bring 
upon  this  country.  With  feelings,  therefore,  of 
great  pain  and  distress,  hut  called  for  by  what  they 
consider  an  irresistible  necessity,  your  committee 
are  satisfied  that  the  measure  accompanying  this 
address,  adopted  by  this  meeting,  as  the  only  step 
which  could  have  been  taken  at  this  extraordinary 
juncture. 

Wheeling,  October  18. — Our  banks  have  not  yet 
determined  to  suspend,  nor  do  we  know  that  they 
will.  If  practicable,  however,  every  one  agrees 
that  such  a step  should  be  taken  by  them.  They 
are  both,  as  we  have  before  said,  fully  able  to  re- 
deem every  note  in  circulation,  but  the  interest  of 
the  community  demands  a suspension  on  their  part. 

[ Gazette. 

Pittsburg , Oct.  15. — The  suspension. — The  Advo- 
cate of  Monday  morning  contains  the  news  of  the 
late  supension.  It  observes:  “In  reference  to  the 
banks  of  this  city  we  have  but  a few  words  to  say. 
It  is  generally  understood  that  they  will  endeavor  to 
continue  specie  payments.  They  are,  it  appears, 
as  well  prepared  to  meet  the  difficulty  which  has 
now  occurred,  as  they  could  be,  whilst  doing  any 


business  at  all;  their  circulation  is  very  small;  not, 
we  learn,  exceeding  600,000  dollars,  and  of  course 
their  deposites  are  limited.  Under  tiiese  circum- 
stances they  may  continue  to  redeem  their  notes, 
while  the  eastern  banks  are  suspended,  but  it  must 
be  at  a terrible  cost  to  the  merchant  and  manufac- 
turer, and  through  them  to  the  workingman.  Whe- 
ther our  banks  suspend  or  not,  is  a question  that 
concerns  themselves  and  their  debtors,  and  the 
holders  of  their  notes.  Our  own  opinion  is  fully 
made  up  as  to  the  result,  but  wTe  cannot  perceive 
that  any  good  will  follow  conjectures  on  such  a sub- 
ject.” 

Cincinnati  banks. — The  news  of  the  eastern  bank 
suspensions  reached  Cincinnati  on  the  I4th,  and 
produced  no  small  sensation.  On  the  same  day  all 
the  banks  in  that  city  suspended,  except  the  Com- 
mercial. The  predicament  in  which  the  banks  in 
the  state  of  Ohio  are  placed  by  this  event  is  thus 
referred  to  in  the  Cincinnati  Gazette  of  the  15th 
instant: 

Ohio  banks — ruin  either  way.  The  suspension  of 
specie  payments,  in  the  Atlantic  cities,  must  be  fol- 
lowed by  a general  suspension.  The  banks  that 
continue  to  pay  will  be  drained  of  their  coin,  in  a 
very  short  time,  by  that  process.  And,  in  Ohio, 
suspension  is  attended  with  still  more  serious  con- 
sequences. By  the  banking  law  of  last  session, 
February  16,  1839,  provision  is  made,  that  if  any 
bank  of  the  state,  suspend  specie  payments,  for  a 
longer  term  than  thirty  days,  in  any  one  year,  the 
president  judge  of  the  court  of  C.  P.  circuit,  in 
which  the  bank  is  situated  shall  issue  a writ,  for 
the  sequestration  of  such  bank,  and,  through  the 
sheriff,  delivered  all  its  effects,  to  one  or  more,  of 
the  bank  commissioners. — The  commissioner  is  re- 
quired to  proceed  immediately  to  collect  the  debts 
due  the  bank,  and  dispose  of  its  property,  and  ap- 
ply the  proceeds  to  the  payment  of  its  debts,  for 
which  purposes  special  commissioners  may  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  principal  board. 

We  believe  the  provisions  of  this  law  are  per- 
emptory. The  bank  commissioner  must  apply  to 
the  judge  who  must  order  the  sequestration.  It  is 
thus  that  the  Ohio  banks  are  exposed  to  utter  ruin 
either  way. — If  they  continue  to  pay  specie  till  their 
last  dollar  is  gone,  then  the  sequestration  must  come. 
If  they  surrender  at  once,  the  commissioner  must 
pay  out  the  specie  to  the  first  that  makes  demand — 
so  that  all  the  specie  in  our  banks  is  exposed  to  dis- 
tribution, in  a very  short  time:  and  all  their  debtors 
are  liable  to  forced  payments,  without  delay.  No- 
thing can  save  the  banks  and  bank  debtors  but  an 
ability  to  continue  specie  payments,  by  the  banks. 
From  this  devastating  ruin  there  seems  to  be  no 
other  escape. — None  but  one  is  practicable,  a spe- 
cial call  of  the  legislature,  within  the  thirty  days, 
to  modify  this  law.  The  wide  spread  destruction 
of  business  and  property,  that  the  law  must  work, 
in  Ohio,  particularly,  is  sufficient  to  vindicate  this 
call,  notwithstanding  the  opinions  entertained  by 
the  governor  and  the  ruling  powers,  on  the  subject 
of  banks.  Imagination  cannot  conceive  the  waste 
that  an  immediate  bringing  to  a forced  market,  the 
millions  of  property  necessary  to  pay  our  bank  debt 
must  produce  in  the  state!!  Nothing  like  it  was  ever 
heard  of  in  the  collection  of  debts. 

Ohio  banks.  One  or  two  of  our  yesterday’s  cor- 
respondents express  an  opinion,  that  our  banks  may 
safely  put  themselves  in  the  power  of  the  legisla- 
ture, and  trust  that  no  advantage  will  be  taken  of 
it.  I am  fearful  this  may  prove  a mistake.  If  the 
temper  of  our  loco  foco  newspapers  is  one,  with 
that  of  the  legislative  body,  the  greatest  severity 
may  be  apprehended.  The  Ohio  Statesman  takes 
the  lead.  Little  time  was  allowed  it,  after  learning 
the  suspension,  to  speak  upon  the  subject,  but  in 
the  few  words  it  has  uttered,  it  breathes  out  threat- 
ertings  and  slaughter.  We  select  two  or  three  spe- 
cimens: 

A tremendous  meeting  of  the  people  took  place 
on  the  occasion,  and  resolves  entered  into  that  they 
would  no  longer  countenance  or  aid  a syslem  of 
banking  that  brought  nothing  but  distress,  bank- 
ruptcy and  commercial  instability  upon  the  coun- 
try— a system  brought  forth  in  iniquity,  and  end- 
ing in  frauds  and  swindling  of  the  blackest  charac- 
ter. It  is  most  fortunate  for  Pennsylvania,  Mary- 
land and  Ohio,  that  they  have  just  elected  legisla- 
tures that  will  at  once  stamp  with  infamy,  every 
attempt  to  uphold  such  outrageous  and  high-handed 
measures. 

“No  one  with  his  eyes  open  to  truth  can  deny  that 
most  of  our  banks  have  been  any  thing  of  late,  but 
aids  to  a legitimate  and  sound  business,  and  they 
must  expect  to  be  scrutinized  and  treated  according 
to  their  deserts.  The  people  will  suffer  every  in- 
convenience rather  than  submit  as  slaves  to  the 
lash!  Mark  our  words.” 

The  extracts  referred  to,  by  the  Statesman,  are 
full  of  bitterness  against  the  banks. 


Most  of  the  charters  expire  in  1843.  There  is 
no  reasonable  ground  of  hope,  that  they  can  be  re-* 
newed  on  terms  of  safety  for  them  to  accept.  In- 
deed the  prospect  is  a dark  one,  that  they  can  be 
renewed  at  all.  The  safest  policy  for  them  is  to 
stike  at  once,  for  a final  close  of  their  business. 
This  may  be  made  easier  and  safer  at  all,  than 
falling  into  the  power  of  their  enemies,  under  the 
law  of  last  session.  Let  time  be  given  to  the 
debtors,  upon  full  securities,  with  interests,  and 
let  these  contracts  be  transferred  to  the  bank’s 
creditors  and  stockholders,  in  liquidation  of  their 
claims.  I make  the  suggestion  as  one  deserving 
consideration. 

We  have  talked  with  gentlemen  here  who  are 
likely  to  know  the  opinions  of  the  members  of  our 
state  legislatures — we  mean  loco  foco  gentlemen, 
who  say  that  they  are  in  favor  of  the  repeal  of  the 
law  by  which  the  county  courts  are  invested  with 
discretion  over  the  forfeiture  of  charters,  and  of  en- 
acting a law  compelling  the  banks  to  an  immediate 
resumption,  under  pain  of  forfeiting  their  charters, 

Louisville.  The  news  of  the  eastern  bank  sus- 
pension reached  Louisville  on  the  15th  inst.  The 
Journal  of  the  16th  says — 

The  news  was  known  through  the  city  two  hours 
before  banking  hours.  It  excited  no  surprise  or 
curiosity  or  alarm.  Every  one  knew  that  as  a mat- 
ter of  course  the  banks  of  Kentucky  would  follow 
suit. 

At  an  early  hour  the  directors  of  the  Bank  of 
Kentucky  and  the  Bank  of  Louisville  resolved  una- 
nimously to  refuse  specie  on  opening  their  doors. 
The  branch  of  the  Northern  bank  in  this  city,  hav- 
ing received  instructions  to  pay  until  otherwise  di- 
rected, contined  to  pay  yesterday;  but  she  was  only 
drawn  upon  for  a few  thousand  dollars. 

The  Cincinnati  banks  suspended  specie  pay- 
ments on  Monday.  Forthwith  several  citizens  of 
that  place  started  for  Louisville  with  a considerable 
amount  of  the  bills  of  our  banks,  but  the  news  of 
the  suspension  arrived  here  as  soon  as  they  did,  and 
our  banks  respectfully  declined  being  drained  of 
their  specie. 

From  the  Philadelphia  American  Sentinel. 

Suspension  of  specie  payments.  The  step  on  the 
part  of  the  banks  of  Philadelphia,  calls  for  a full  ex- 
position of  the  causes  which  have  rendered  that  step 
necessary. 

These  causes  and  their  operation  will  be  treated 
in  a national  point  of  view,  merely,  and  without  spe- 
cial reference  to  either  of  the  political  parties  into 
which  the  nation  is  divided.  To  this  end  it  will  be 
necessary  to  take  a retrospective  glance. 

The  peace  of  1815,  found  the  country  involved  in 
a national  debt  of  about  one  hundred  and  twenty 
millions  of  dollars,  some  of  it  held  abroad,  but  by 
far  the  greater  portion  at  home.  This  was  regarded 
as  a burthen,  and  the  policy  of  the  government  was 
long  and  strenuously  directed  to  its  extinguishment. 
To  accomplish  this  object  a surplus  revenue,  derived 
wholly  from  the  fruits  ot  foreign  commerce  and  the 
proceeds  of  the  public  lands,  was  the  sole  reliance. 
Credit  which  has  contributed  so  largely  to  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  prosperity  of  the  country,  was 
greatly  extended,  the  banking  institutions  fostered 
and  the  whole  policy  of  the  general  government 
seemed  directed  to  the  expansion  of  commerce,  and 
the  increase  of  the  tribute  which  it  shall  pour  into 
her  coffers. 

The  first  day  of  the  year  1835,  exhibited  to  the 
world  the  unprecedented  spectacle  of  a nation  free 
from  debt. — That  proud  distinction  belonged  to  these 
United  Slates. — The  heavy  obligation  which  had 
been  incurred  by  the  prosecution  of  two  successful 
wars  had  been  extinguished  chiefly  through  the  in- 
strumentality of  the  credit  and  commerce  of  the 
country  enriching  both  the  nation  and  individuals. 
Such  an  epoch  was  well  calculated  to  cause  a jubi- 
lee to  be  held  on  the  occasion,  as  it  did,  at  the  me- 
tropolis, by  the  dignitaries  of  the  government. 

With  the  extinguishment  of  the  public  debt  a new 
era  was  opened,  but  the  accumulation  of  revenue  be- 
yond the  wants  of  the  government  did  not  cease  nor 
diminish  with  the  diminution  of  these  wants.  The 
stimulus  that  had  been  so  abundantly  administered, 
caused  the  revenue  to  continue  to  increase  in  an  ex- 
traordinary ratio,  when  it  was  no  longer  called  for, 
and  could  not  be  legitimately  used.  Under  the  en- 
couragement which  had  thus  been  given  for  the  pur- 
pose of  raising  revenue  from  sales  of  the  public  do- 
main and  from  imports,  the  amount  derived  from  the 
former  was  increased  between  1834  and  1836.  from 
$6,099,981  to  $28,883,192,  and  the  amount  of  fo- 
reign imports  from  $126,521,332  to  $189,980,033, 
and  the  surplus  revenue  accruing  therefrom  in  the 
short  space  o(  2 years  amounted  to  but  little  less  than 
forty  millions  of  dollars,  That  surplus,  congress, 
with  the  sanction  of  the  executive,  directed  to  be 
distributed  among  the  states, 
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In  July,  1836,  measures  were  commenced  by  the 
head  of  the  treasury  department  to  carry  the  law  in- 
to execution.  Of  the  manner  in  which  this  was 
done,  or  of  the  skill  or  judgment  exercised  on  the  oc- 
casion, it  is  deemed  unnecessary  here  to  otter  an 
opinion;  but  with  the  beginning  of  the  execution  of 
that  law,  the  previously  seeming  prosperity  that  had 
existed  received  a severe  and  sudden  check,  and 
difficulties  and  embarrassments  both  to  the  govern- 
ment. and  people  rapidly  succeeded. 

The  monetary  affairs  of  the  whole  country  were 
convulsed — millions  upon  millions  of  coin  were  in 
transitu  in  every  direction,  and  consequently  with- 
drawn from  useful  employment.  Specie  was  going  up 
and  down  the  same  river,  and  from  and  to  the  south 
and  the  north  and  the  east  and  west,  at  the  same  time; 
millions  were  withdrawn  from  their  usual  and  natural 
channels,  and  forced  against  the  current  of  trade  in 
literal  fulfilment  of  the  distribution  law,  to  points 
where  public  money  had  previously  never  been  ei- 
ther collected  or  expended,  except  to  a very  limited 
extent.  Tue  consequences  were  obvious  and  in- 
evitable. The  duties  which  were  imposed  on  the 
banks,  acting  as  agents  of  the  government  at  that 
time,  become  so  onerous  that  many  of  them  were 
obliged,  in  the  space  of  a little  more  than  three 
months,  to  appeal  to  the  treasury  department  for  in- 
dulgence in  the  fulfilment  of  the  requisitions  imposed 
upon  them.  The  fidelity  with  which  the  banks  per- 
formed the  duties  enjoined  upon  them  on  that  occa- 
sion, under  the  most  trying  circumstances,  and  the 
transfer  of  nearly  sixty  millions  of  dollars  of  public 
money,  in  the  period  of  a little  more  than  six  months, 
elicited  from  the  chief  magistrate  of  the  union,  in 
his  annual  message  of  December,  1836,  the  award  of 
the  highest  encomiums. 

It  was  not  these  difficulties  alone  which  had  befal- 
len the  country,  and  against  which  the  banks  had  to 
contend.  The  impulse  which  had  been  given  to  en- 
terprise, and  which  had  produced  a spirit  of  im- 
provident speculation,  had  led  to  an,  excess  of  fo- 
reign imports  beyond  our  exports  in  the  year  1835,  of 
$21,202,165,  and  in  1836  of  $61,316,995;  making 
an  aggregate  of  excess  of  imports  over  the  exports 
in  two  years  of  $89,519,160.  This  created  a direct 
demand-on  the  metallic  medium  of  the  country,  and 
a.  draft  on  the  vaults  of  the  banks.  In  their  opera- 
tions the  difficulties  became  so  oppressive  on  the 
country,  its  business  and  the  banks,  that  the  latter 
sought  to  give  relief  by  a suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments in  May,  1837,  which  was  nearly  simultaneous 
throughout  the  union,  without  any  preconcert  of  ac- 
tion whatever. 

We  now  pass  over  the  interregnum  between  the 
suspension  and  resumption  of  specie  payments, 
which  took  place,  generally,  in  August,  1838.  That 
period,  it  is  well  known,  most  of  the  banks  of'Phi- 
ladelphia  believed  at  the  time  to  be  too  early  to  un- 
dertake a successful  resumption  with  benefit  to  the 
country.  Events  have  confirmed  the  justice  of  that 
view.  But  public  opinion  seemed  strongly  in  favor 
of  the  measure,  and  the  banks  acquiesced  in  it, 
though  but  illy  prepared,  and  indebted  in  large  ba- 
lances to  other  places  which  had  accumulated  during 
the  period  of  suspension,  and  were  subject  to  be  call- 
ed for  on  the  instant,  and  were  so  called  for  to  a 
large  amount  on  the  very  day  of  resumption  in  specie. 

Intimately  connected  with  the  subject  which  has 
called  for  this  exposition,  are  others,  the  most  promi- 
nent of  which  is  the  system  of  creating  state  debts  to 
a vast  extent,  for  the  purpose  of  prosecuting  public 
works.  Nearly  simultaneously  with  the  great  in- 
crease and  accumulation  of  the  public  revenue,  there 
arose  an  extensive  spirit  for  internal  improvements. 
This  was  the  signal  for  the  creation  of  debts  by  many 
of  the  states  in  the  union,  in  the  adoption  of  the 
measures  for  which  party  decisions  were  forgotten, 
and  all  united  in  their  advocacy.  In  addition,  stocks 
to  a large  amount  were  created  by  several  of  the 
states  to  provide  capital  for  banking  purposes.  The 
stocks  thus  brought  into  existence  found, for  a time, 
a ready  sale  ahead,  as  an  investment  by  foreign  capi- 
talists. This  seemed  to  encourage  the  spirit  of  en- 
terprise and  to  augment  the  number  of  projects  call- 
ing for  capital  to  carry  them  out.  To  the  encou- 
ragement thus  given  to  the  states  to  persevere  in  this 
policy  the  general  government  has  been  a contribu- 
tor, as  well  as  foreigners  and  our  own  citizens,  by 
the  investment  of  several  millions  of  dollars  of  trust 
funds  held  for  the  aborigines,  in  the  stocks  most  re- 
cently issued  of  some  of  the  newest  and  least  popu- 
lous of  the  states.  The  policy  of  these  extensive  en- 
gagements and  undertakings,  it  is  not  our  province 
to  question  or  defend.  That  must  be  tested  by  the 
productiveness  of  the  improvements,  or  the  burthens 
which  they  impose  upon  the  states.  One  thing, 
however,  is  certain,  that  mainly  through  their  in- 
strumentality the  country  has  exchanged  a national 
debt  at  home,  requiring  five  or  six  millions  of  dol- 
lars annually  to  pay  the  interest  of  it,  to  state  debts 
requiring  from  10  to  12  millions  of  dollars  annually, 


to  meet  the  interest  accruing  on  that  portion  of  it 
that  is  held  abroad. 

Nor  is  this  all.  The  temptation  held  out  by  the 
high  wages  allowed  on  the  numerous  public  works 
at  the  same  time,  induced  the  day  laborer  to  quit  the 
field  of  agriculture  for  more  profitable  employment. 
And  what  has  been  the  consequences?  The  produc- 
tion at  home  of  nearly  all  the  necessaries  of  life  has 
been  deficient;  the  prices  enhanced  exorbitantly,  and 
instead  of  being  exporters  of  them  to  a large  extent, 
the  customhouse  books  will  furnish  the  evidence  of 
our  having  been  the  importers,  for  our  own  con- 
sumption, of  wheat,  rye,  corn,  oats,  barley,  potatoes, 
and  many  other  articles  of  foreign  laborers  and  their 
fields,  during  nearly  the  whole  of  the  two  last  years. 
The  connection  which  this  has  with  the  subject  we 
are  considering  will  be  manifest  when  the  fact  is  stat- 
ed, that  all  those  articles  purchased  from  foreign 
farmers  have  been  paid  for  in  the  specie  of  the  coun- 
try alone.  The  present  year  has  been  an  eventful 
one,  and  the  signs  of  the  times  are  not  without  their 
forebodings  of  additional  evils  to  swell  the  catalogue 
of  those  which  have  already  occurred. 

England,  the  centre  of  the  commercial  world,  has 
experienced,  and  is  now  laboring  under  a great  re- 
vulsion in  her  monetary  affairs.  The  specie  in  the 
vaults  of  her  national  bank  has,  since  the  first  of  the 
year,  sunk  from  £10,000,000  to  £3,000,000  there- 
abouts, the  reduction  in  amount  being  as  has  been 
stated  by  the  chancellor  of.the  exchequer,  about  the 
value  of  the  bread  stuffs  which  that  country  has  been 
obliged  to  procure  from  the'  continent  to  supply  the 
deficiency  in  the  English  crop  the  last  year.  The 
value  of  money  has  increased  there  from  its  usual 
rate  (about  three  per  cent.)  to  six  per  cent,  per  an- 
num, and  prophecies  have  been  sent  from  thence  by 
every  vessel  for  the  last  three  months,  and  promul- 
gated through  this  country,  that  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land was  on  the  eve  of  suspending  cash  payments. 

This  state  of  things  in  England  has  reacted  upon 
this  country  with  irresistible  force.  The  credit  of 
our  states  has  been  completely  paralised;  they  can 
no  longer  negotiate  loans  there;  numerous  public 
works  have  consequently  been  arrested  in  an  unfi- 
nished state,  and  must  remain  unproductive,  while 
the  interest  on  the  debt  already  contracted  abroad 
must  be  paid. 

Some  of  our  moneyed  institutions,  which  in  hours 
of  difficulty,  had  furnished  the  state  with  the  means 
ol  discharging  their  obligations  to  the  laborers  on  the 
public  works,  on  the  faith  of  reimbursing  themselves 
from  abroad,  have  found,  from  this  sudden  frustra- 
tion, their  active  means  unxepectedly  diminished. — 
Anxious  to  fulfil  their  legitimate  functions,  they 
had,  in  some  cases,  hypothecated  the  loan  certificates 
of  the  states  w’ith  the  foreign  capitalist,  and  applied 
the  money  received  on  them  to  facilitate  the  opera- 
tion of  our  merchants  and  manufacturers,  when  the 
present  pressure  commenced.  But  it  has  gone  on 
increasing  in  both  hemispheres,  and  instead  of  sales 
being  effected  of  the  stock  hypothecated,  the  institu- 
tions are  called  upon  to  refund  the  money  borrowed, 
or  to  witness  a degradation  of  credit  which  would  be 
a greater  misfortune  than  any  imaginable  sacrifice 
of  property.  Thus  situated,  no  alternative  remain- 
ed, but  to  coerce  payment  from  their  debtors  at 
home,  who  were  already  in  a state  of  exhaustion, 
and  whose  ruin  would  but  have  aggravated  the  ex- 
isting evils. 

But  we  cannot  even  here  close  the  details  of  ills 
against  which  the  country  is  now  struggling,  and 
will  be  found  to  struggle  for  some  time  to  come. — 
There  remains  to  be  added  the  vast  quantity  of  fo 
reign  merchandise,  which  has  been  poured  in  upon 
us  for  a market,  to  swell  the  amount  of  our  imports 
during  the  present  year  far  beyond  the  proceeds  of 
our  exports.  The  amount  of  these  imports  has 
doubtless  been  much  increased  by  the  gradual  reduc- 
tion of  our  tariff,  operating  as  a check  upon  the  pro- 
ducts of  our  home  manufactories.  The  estimated 
proceeds  of  our  exports  will  be  also  greatly  dimi- 
nished by  the  decline  in  the  price  of  our  chief  staple, 
cotton,  in  foreign  markets. 

The  various  disturbing  causes  above  adverted  to, 
have  been  operating  upon  the  country,  and  gradual- 
ly gaining  intensity  for  the  last  three  or  four  months. 
Immense  amounts  of  the  precious  metals  have  al- 
ready been  exported  within  that  period;  it  is  believ- 
ed that  the  port  of  New  York  alone  has  witnessed 
the  departure  of  probably  not  less  than  ten  millions 
of  dollars,  the  fruits  chiefly  ofher  collections  for  the 
sales  of  foreign  goods,  here  and  elsewhere.  Every 
packet  for  Havre  has  carried  large  quantities  of  our 
silver,  to  increase  the  cumbrous  amount  of  useless 
millions  piled  up  in  the  Bank  ofFrance;  the  packets 
of  England  departing  ever}' five  days,  all  take  their 
quota;  and  the  great  steamers,  each  with  her  mil- 
lions, vie  with  each  other  in  excellerating  their 
speed,  to  replenish  wulh  our  means,  ere  it  be  too 
late,  the  exhausted  vaults  of  the  Bank  of  England, 


an  institution  which,  notwithstanding  its  vast  re- 
sources, hacked  by  the  credit  of  the  government,  has 
had  to  seek  temporary  support  to  prevent  or  post- 
pone her  failure,  from  her  great  rival  across  the 
channel. 

This  export,  enormous  as  it  has  been,  w'e  regard 
as  hut  the  beginning.  Already  has  the  demand  be- 
come so  great,  either  for  export,  or  to  replace  in  the 
banks  that  which  has  been  taken  from  them  for  ex- 
port, that  we  see  the  specie  leaving  the  remotest 
parts  of  the  union,  by  the  waters  of  the  Mississippi 
and  various  other  routes,  in  vast  sums,  which  no 
sooner  reach  our  seaports,  than  it  is  placed  on  ship 
board,  and  transferred  to  a foreign  land. 

The  position  of  Philadelphia,  at  this  crisis,  was  of 
peculiar  importance,  and  must  be  specially  consider- 
ed in  reference  to  the  great  question  of  a suspension 
of  specie  payments  at  the  present  time.  Her  banks 
resumed  in  August,  1838,  as  has  already  been 
shown,  in  obedience  to  public  sentiment,  but  against 
their  own  judgment.  It  was  as  obvious  then,  as  it 
is  now,  that  from  her  local  position,  being  the  great 
distributer  to  the  west  and  south,  of  the  products  of 
our  eastern  manufactories,  and  of  those  from  abroad, 
imported  chiefly  at  New  York,  the  banks  of  this 
city  could  not  pay  specie  for  all  the  obligations  in- 
curred by  our  merchants  here,  unless  they  could  re- 
ceive it  from  their  debtors.  Accordingly,  great  ef- 
forts were  made  to  enable  the  institutions  of  the 
south,  which  were  the  most  enfeebled,  to  resume 
with  us  simultaneously.  Cash  was  advanced,  and 
credits  liberally  furnished  by  some  of  our  banks,  to 
accomplish  this  object. 

In  the  reduced  state  of  business  at  that  period, 
those  credits  were  readily  made  available,  and  the 
means  thus  furnished  went  into  the  coffers  of  the 
merchants  here  and  elsewhere,  who  had  debts  in  the 
south  and  went  for  their  liquidation.  But  the  coun- 
try had  not  had  time  to  recuperate  from  the  prostra- 
tion of  1837.  The  obligations  given  for  the  means 
supplied  by  our  banks  cannot  now  be  met;  after  a 
short  struggle,  the  institutions  of  several  of  the 
states  sank  again;  the  increase  of  business  since  the 
resumption,  in  the  belief  by  our  citizens  that  the 
difficulties  had  been  surmounted,  requires  the  means 
that  had  been  advanced  for  the  above  patriotic  ob- 
ject, while  the  debt  of  the  south,  which  was  post- 
poned in  1838,  requires  a further  postponement. 

At  a season  of  such  universal  prostration,  it  will 
be  easily  seen  how  this  requirement  operates  upon 
this  city  and  her  institutions.  The  grave  question 
was,  could  they,  under  all  the  general  disadvantages 
which  have  been  considered  in  a national  point  of 
view,  and  under  those  more  special,  arising  from 
their  local  position,  continue  to  pay  the  accumulat- 
ing demands  of  the  next  three  months  in  coin,  by 
pursuing  any  course  of  policy  which  could  be  point- 
ed out?  We  reply  they  could  not;  they  might,  it  is 
true,  have  protracted  the  struggle  for  some  time  lon- 
ger, and  by  a relentless  course  towards  their  debtors 
have  ruined  our  traders,  arrested  the  income  from 
our  public  works,  depopulated  our  factories  of  their 
industrious  occupants  with  their  families;  but  had 
all  this  been  done  it  would  not  have  been  sufficient 
to  have  averted  the  impending  catastrophe;  nor  could 
any  sacrifices  which  the  banks  had  it  in  their  power 
to  make,  have  deferred  it  long.  The  community, 
we  are  sure,  will  bear  witness  that  the  banks  have 
not  shrunk  from  their  duty  in  striving  for  months 
past  to  surmount  these  difficulties,  and  preserve  the 
only  true  currency,  coin,  at  the  risk  of  sacrificing 
all  these  invaluable  interests. 

Finding  these  effects  ineffectual,  and  satisfied  that 
the  list  of  preventives  had  been  exhausted,  the  banks 
resorted  to  the  only  alternative,  a temporary  sus- 
pension of  specie  payments.  This  will  give  lime 
to  the  people  and  institutions  of  various  parts  of  the 
country  to  liquidate  their  claims  on  each  other,  and 
prevent,  for  the  time  being,  the  foreigner  from  fur- 
nishing us  with  a larger  supply  of  his  fabrics  than 
can  be  paid  for  by  the  fruits  of  our  current  industry. 

As  Pennsylvania  institutions,  deriving  their  exist- 
ence from  the  state,  and  owing  fealty  to  it,  the  banks 
cannot  but  feel  that  they  have  shewn  on  trying  occa- 
sions, a readiness  to  sustain  ils  credit  and  promote 
its  welfare,  by  furnishing  means,  when  all  other 
sources  failed,  for  the  prosecution  of  our  internal 
improvements,  and  we  think  may  rely  with  confi- 
dence upon  the  liberality  and  protection  of  the  peo- 
ple of  this  commonwealth  and  their  constituted  au- 
thorities. 

With  a rigid  adherence  on  the  part  of  the  banks, 
to  a determination  not  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
non-redemption  of  their  notes  in  specie,  to  engage  in 
an  undue  expansion  of  their  business,  and  issue  of 
their  paper,  we  believe  that  the  currency  may  bo 
preserved  in  a sound  condition,  and  the  business  of 
the  country  be  transacted  without  any  of  those  se- 
rious difficulties  which  some  apprehend,  until  the 
day  of  resumption  shall  again  arrive,  when  all  inte- 
rests shall  be  fully  prepared  for  it. 
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Africa.  Orders  have  been  given  to  prepare  a sloop- 
of-war,  and  a schooner,  with  all  possible  despatch,  for 
cruising  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  in  execution  of  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  against  the  disgraceful  traffic 
in  slaves,  and  for  the  protection  of  our  lawful  com- 
merce in  that  quarter. 

Banks.  It  is  stated  in  letters  from  New  York  that 
some  of  the  banks  there,  holding  claims  against  the 
United  States  bank,  had  determined  to  issue  attach- 
ment against,  the  bills  and  notes  in  possession  of  the 
branch  of  the  United  States  bank  in  New  York,  and 
alleged  to  be  the  property  of  the  United  States  bank  of 
Pennsylvania. 

The  Philadelphia  Inquirer  of  Monday,  says:  The 
banks,  it  is  understood,  have  lost,  since  Wednesday 
last,  8156,000,  redeeming  their  fives  in  specie. 

The  Bank  of  Pittsburg  has  lesolved  to  continue  the 
payment  of  specie,  and,  in  order  to  be  able  to  continue 
to  do  so,  has  refused  all  business,  declines  to  purchase 
exchange,  compels  her  debtors  to  pay  up  as  their  notes 
become  due,  and  has  commenced  suits  against  all  per- 
sons who  are  delinquent. 

Only  one  bill  of  the  United  States  bank  has  been  re- 
turned to  this  country,  and  that  was  a bill  of  ninety 
thousand  francs — less  than  twenty  thousand  dollars, 
which,  in  the  negotiations  at  Paris,  slipped  back  to 
this  country,  and  was  instantly  paid  by  the  bank  here. 
All  the  other  bills  have  been  accepted,  and  we  know 
that  those  on  France  will  be  met.  Those  on  England 
are  accepted,  and  it  is  believed  they  will  be  paid.  Since 
the  acceptance,  over  two  millions  of  dollars  have  been 
sent  forward  to  meet  them.  It  is  now  stated,  and  by 
authority,  that  Hottinguer  & Co.  of  Paris,  were  bound 
by  their  agreement  to  honor  these  drafts.  If  this  is 
true,  their  want  of  good  faith  has  been  of  incalculable 
injury  to  the  institution  and  to  the  public. 

[Ar.  Y.  Express. 

The  following  circular  was  issued  in  New  York  on 
23d  just. 

“ Bank  of  the  TJ-  States  in  New  York,  Oct.  23,  1839. 

“Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  instructions  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  in  Philadelphia,  I am  direct- 
ed to  notify  you  that  the  payment  of  your  notes  due  to 
jheir  agency  in  this  city  will  be  required  at  maturity. 

“I  am  further  instructed  to  inform  you  that  from  the 
great  desire  of  the  bank  to  effect  a settlement  of  these 
claims,  they  will  receive  from  you,  in  liquidation  of  the 
same,  their  post-notes  bank  bills  payable  on  demand, 
or  the  capital  stock  of  the  bank  payable  at  par,  at  any 
lime  previous  to  the  fifth  of  November.’’ 

United  States  bank  stock  is  quoted  at  87  at  the  Phi- 
ladelphia exchange  on  the  25th  inst. 

Boston.  The  Atlas  of  the  24th  says:  The  pressure 
upon  the  money  market  continues  unabated. — The 
demand  for  specie  on  the  different  banks  for  the  few 
last  days  has  prevented  them  from  affording  much  aid 
to  the  mercantile  community. 

Our  merchants  still  hold  out,  but  (hev  make  very 
great  sacrifices  to  sustain  their  credit.  There  arc  no 
regular  rates  for  money,  though  as  high  as  three  per 
cent,  per  month,  4 months,  was  paid  to-day  on  first  class 
business  paper. 

Exchange  on  New  York  is  growing  quite  scarce. 

Chartists.  It  appears  by  the  last  advices  from  Eng- 
land that  the  Chartists  are  no  longer  in  being,  except  in 
name.  At  one  time  they  looked  rather  formidable — 
bu'tin  order  to  make  their  opposition  to  government 
efficient,  they  wanted  education,  talent  and  wisdom.— 
Mere  brute  force  cannot  avail  much  in  the  present 
age. 

French  man-of-war  lost.  We  see  it  stated  on  the  au- 
thority of  a letter  from  Montevideo,  dated  August  13th, 
that  the  French  ship-of-war  Active,  has  been  lost  on 
the  island  of  Lobes;  and  the  crew  all  saved. 

Grain.  The  ships  Leila  and  Emperor,  at  this  port, 
are  taking  in  cargoes  of  flour  and  grain  for  England. 
Wheats  are  on  the  advance,  good  to  prime  reds  having 
been  taken  within  a day  or  two  at  from  81  24  to  81  30, 
and  good  white  at  81  38  per  bushel.  [Balt.  Sun. 

Gubernatorial.  Lieut,  governor  Morehead,  of  Ken- 
tucky, had  occasion  to  go  to  Columbus,  Ohio,  on  some 
business  relative  to  runaway  slaves,  and  while  there  he 
delivered  himsell  over  into  perpetual  bondage  to  the 
fascinations  of  a beautiful  female  buckeye.  [Sun. 

Kentucky.  Mysterious  disappearance.  Two  gentle- 
men who  were  engaged  in  purchasing  negroes  in  Vir- 
ginia, have  disappeared  with  a large  sum  of  money. 
When  last  seen,  about  three  weeks  ago,  they  were 
crossing  the  mountains  in  the  south  west  part  ol  the 
state,  on  an  expedition  for  slaves,  and  had  on  their 
persons  $60,000.  It  is  supposed  they  have  been  mur- 
dered and  robbed.  [ Louisville , (Ky.)  Journal. 

Liverpool  steamer.  This  fine  packet  left  New  York 
on  the  19th  Oct.  at  2 o’clock,  P.  M. 

Mobile,  Ulh  Odder.  We  have  gloomy  prospects  to 
present.  We  are  informed  by  our  best  physicians  that 
the  epidemic  has  increased  in  malignancy,  and  that 
new  cases  occur  daily,  of  the  worst  type.  On  yester- 
day, 2 burials  were  reported;  Saturday  7;  Friday  6. 
Owing  to  the  illness  of  the  sexton,  there  may  be  some 
omissions  in  the  reports. 

We  understand  that  two  of  our  oldest  and  most  re- 
spectable citizens,  who  have  resided  here  over  twenty 
years,  were  yesterday  taken  down  with  the  fever. 

From  September  1st  to  September  24th  inclusive,  at 
Mobile,  the  deaths,  by  yellow  fever,  in  a population  of 
2,500,  were  three  hundred  and  twenty-nine. 


Mr.  David  Ammen,  of  Ohio,  offers  a reward  of  $800 
for  the  apprehension  of  the  murderer  or  murderers  of 
col.  Michael  N.  Ammen,  who  was  murdered  lor  his 
money,  on  the  6th  day  of  March,  1838,  thirteen  miles 
above  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana,  on  the  road  leading  to 
Bayou  Sara. 

Nachez.  Another  diabolical  attempt  at  conflagration . 
Yesterday,  at  two  o’clock,  P.  M.  an  alarm  of  fire  was 
given  in  the  deep  tone  of  the  new  fire  alarm  bell,  at  the 
Methodist  church.  A smoke  was  seen  to  proceed  from 
the  rear  of  Mr.  Marsh’s  two  story  brick  building  on 
Commerce  street,  north  of  Franklin  street  nearly  op- 
posite the  cotton  yard,  late  of  Richmond  Bledsoe.  The 
stoop  or  small  wooden  balchony,  leading  to  the  back 
door,  was  discovered  to  be  on  fire,  and  had  nearly  com- 
municated the  flames  through  the  glass  window  above 
the  door  to  the  room  within.  This  was  done  while 
most  of  our  citizens  were  at  dinner  any  perpetrated  on 
a dwelling  where  no  person  had  resided  for  a number 
of  days. 

The  population  of  Nachez  (all  that  remain)  were  in- 
stantly on  the  spot. 

The  president  of  the  Unionbank. — We  learn  from  our 
Jackson  correspondant  that  Gen.  Rnnnels  left  Jackson 
on  the  2nd  inst.  for  New  York  it  is  said  to  dispose  of 
the  remainder  of  the  Union  banks  bonds.  R.  M.  Wil- 
liamson, esq.  acts  as  president  pro  tem.  during  his  ab- 
sence. [Nat.  Free  Trader,  Oct.  11. 

New  York.  The  courier  of  the  22d  says — There  is 
no  alleviation  of  the  state  of  the  money  market,  the 
pressure  is  as  severe  as  ever.  On  first  rate  paper,  3 
per  cent,  per  month  is  offered,  and  little  could  be  done 
even  at  that  high  rate  of  discount.  In  stocks,  the  trans  - 
actions  have  been  light;  United  States  bank  closed  firm 
at  76,  but  other  stocks  were  dull  and  experienced  a 
slight  decline.  Bills  on  London  1084,  Philadelphia  notes 
9 to  10  per  cent,  discount  $300,000  in  specie  received 
from  New  Orleans,  9,000  barrels  of  flour  sold  for  ex- 
portations at  86 — 6,000  of  them  go  to  France.  Flour 
is  going  briskly  from  the  New  York  ports  on  Lake  On- 
tario across  to  the  Canadian  ports.  On  one  day  there 
were  seven  vessels  the  in  harbor  of  Kingston,  discharg- 
ing large  quantities  of  the  article. 

In  consequence  of  the  extreme  and  increasing  scarci- 
ty ol  money,  a meeting  of  the  merchants  and  traders  of 
N.  Y.  was  held  on  the22d,  which  was  very  numerous- 
ly attended,  a committee  was  appointed  who  reported 
to  i still  more  numerous  meeting  convened  on  the  23d 
at  which  II.  P.  Shenck,  esq.  precided,  F.  Emory  secre- 
taty.  The  committee  propose  that  a committee  of  ten 
be  appointed  to  call  upon  the  several  banks,  to  urge  the 
necessity  of  extending  their  discounts,  and  to  receive 
in  payment  for  debts,  and  pay  out  for  notes  or  biils  dis- 
counted, the  biils  of  such  safety  fund  banks,  of  this 
state  as  they  may  designate. 

They  also  resolved,  That  unless  some  effectual  mea- 
st  res  of  relief  shall  be  immediately  adopted,  we  see 
n ithing  that  can  avert  the  prostration  of  the  mechani- 
cal, manufacturing  and  commercial  classes  in  this 
city 

The  committee  of  ten,  under  the  2d  resolution,  re- 
ported to  an  adjourned  meeting,  which  took  place  at 
the  City  Hall  on  the  24th,  the  several  letters  which  they 
had  received  from  the  banks  in  reply,  fifteen  of  the 
banks  are  ready  to  adopt  the  measure  on  condition  that 
the  other  banks  will  also  do  it.  Eight  banks  are  not  as 
yet  prepared  to  come  into  this  arrangement.  Some  of 
them  wish  for  time  to  consider  it.  Others  have  made 
up  their  minds  on  the  subject,  and  consider  it  imprac- 
ticable and  inexpedient. 

The  president  of  the  meeting  then  observed,  we  now 
have  it  in  writing  from  almost  all  the  banks  within  this 
city,  thfft  they  have  been  doing  and  will  do  all  they  can 
to  sustain  the  merchants  of  New  York. 

The  merchants  of  New  York  know  whether  that 
measure  of  support  will  answer  their  purposes.  As  I 
said  before,  perhaps  of  those  eight  banks,  many  of 
them  will  change  their  intentions,  when  they  see  that 
the  other  fifteen  banks  are  ready  to  take  the  safety 
fund  bills.  A large  proportion  of  them  will  I think 
adopt  the  same  measure. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  then  accepted  by  the 
meeting  with  loud  cheers. 

The  chairman  said  the  Bank  of  Commerce  has  not 
diminished  their  d scounls  to  any  considerable  extent 
during  the  last  thirty  days,  and  are  disposed  to  do  all 
they  can,  consistent  with  the  safety  of  banking  institu- 
tions— and  particularly  their  own — to  relieve  the  present 
unprecedented  pressure  of  the  money  market. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tappan,  a committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  request  the  banks  ot  the  city  immediately  to 
hold  a bank  convention,  with  a view  ol  increasing  their 
discounts  and  affording  relief.  They  were  instructed  to 
report  on  the  26th  to  which  day  the  meeting  adjourned. 

The  Courier  says,  in  relation  to  the  letter  from  the 
banks  that  their  general  purport  was  that  they  would 
do  all  in  their  power  to  extend  the  line  of  their  dis- 
counts, for  the  relief  of  the  community,  provided  any 
general  plan  could  be  agreed  upon,  but  the  proposed 
arrangement  in  reference  to  flic  receipt  of  the  country 
bank  notes  was  inadmissable.  The  Manhattan  bank, 
Bank  of  America  and  National  bank  accompany  this 
with  a declaration  that  they  hold  the  maintaining  of 
specie  payments  a paramount  duty. 

U.  S.  circuit  court.  This  court  commenced  its  ses- 
sion in  this  city  this  morning,  judge  Thompson  presid- 
inn-.  “The  hero  of  the  Thousand  Islands,”  was 
brought  into  court  by  his  bail.  They  were  thereupon 
discharged  and  Johnson  was  ordered  by  the  court  into 
the  custody  of  the  U.  S.  marshal.  It  is  expected  that 


his  trial  will  come  on  during  the  present  term  of  the 
court.  [Albany  Evening  Journal. 

The  Albany  Daily  Advertiser  of  Monday  says,  that 
the  trial  of  Rensselaer  Van  Rensselaer,  in  the  circuit 
court  of  the  U.  States,  on  a charge  of  setting  ori  foot  a 
military  expedition  in  the  United  States  against  a fo- 
reign power,  terminated  on  Saturday  evening.  The 
jury  found  the  defendant  guilty, 

The  grand  military  review  on  the  18th,  of  12,000  of 
our  infantry,  was  a splendid  affair,  and  the  troops,  in 
citizens  dress,  as  well  as  the  uniformed  corps,  acquitted 
themselves  well.  They  were  reviewed  by  gov.  Se- 
ward, and  then  honored  him  with  a marching  salute 
as  they  passed  his  marque  in  Washington  square.  Maj, 
gen.  Doughty  commanded. 

The  deaths  in  the  city  of  New  York  during  the  last 
week  numbered  149,  being  40  men,  34  women,  39 
boys  and  26  girls. 

Norfolk , The  loss  by  the  recent  fire  in  Norfolk  is  es- 
timated at  $20,000  in  merchandise,  besides  the  build- 
ings. The  whole  was  insured. 

Path-finder.  Cooper  has  written  a new  novel  en- 
titled the  “Path-finder,  or  our  Inland  Seas.’’  It  will 
soon  appear  from  the  press  of  Lea  & Blanchard. 

Pensacola.  A letter  from  Pensacola,  dated  the  9th 
inst.  to  a respectable  mercantile  house  in  this  city, 
says:  “To-day  it  is  reported  that  there  are  thirty  cases 
of  yellow  fever  in  town,  but  as  yet  there  have  been  but 
few  deaths;  and  adds,  if  we  should  not  have  rain  soon, 
the  fever  will  be  as  bad  here  as  it  has  been  in  Mobile.’’ 

Rail  roads.  The  Buffalo  and  Niagara  Fulls  rail  road 
company  have  declared  a dividend  of  seven  per  cent,  on 
their  capital  sto,  k,  payable  in  November  next. 

Charles  F.  Osborne,  esq.  president  of  the  Petersburg 
and  Roanoke  rail  road  company,  has  resigned  his  of- 
fice, and  Henry  D.  Bird,  esq.  has  been  appointed  in 
his  place. 

Specie.  One  letter  from  New  York  state  that  the 
Liverpool  carried  out  $600,000  in  specie.  The  coin 
must  go,  there  is  no  help  for  it. 

We  see  it  stated  that  $800,000  had  been  shipped 
very  recently  from  New  Orleans,  for  the  use  of  the 
United  States  bank;  and  $250,000  more  were  ready  to 
follow  that  sum  to  the  same  destination. 

The  Philadelphia  National  Gazette  says:  We  feel 
secure  in  saying  a very  large  amount  of  specie,  princi- 
pally in  gold,  was  taken  out  from  New  York,  by  the 
passengers  of  the  Liverpool,  of  which  no  account  has 
been  received  from  that  port. 

According  to  the  information  afforded  us,  which  we 
fully  credit,  not  less  than  fifty-eight  thousand  pounds 
in  sovereigns,  was  thus  sent  to  England.  The  remit- 
tances were  most  probably  made  by  merchants  of 
Philadelphia. 

It  is  said  that  the  U.  S.  schooner  Boxer  is  daily  ex- 
pected at  New  York,  from  Mazatlar,  Mexieo,  with 
$1,500,000 — $100,000  for  English  account,  and  the  ba- 
lance for  the  New  York  banks. 

The  Wheeling  Gazette  of  Friday  says  that  a large 
amount  of  specie  arrived  there  on  the  preceding  day 
on  its  way  to  the  east 

The  specie  drawn  from  one  of  our  banks  on  Satur- 
day last,  in  favor  of  the  Manhattan  bank.  New  York, 
was  returned  on  Monday,  and  replaced  in  its  former 
depository.  [New  York  paper. 

We  understand  that  the  navy  agent  of  this  city  al- 
lowed the  difference  betweeen  the  value  of  bank  notes 
and  specie,  in  payment  of  demands  against  the  United 
States  government,  on  Friday  last. 

[Philadelphia  North  American. 

The  St.  Louis  Bulletin  of  the  1st  says:  The  steam- 
boat Naomi,  and  the  Prairie,  carried  to  New  Orleans 
each  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  specie , 
all  consigned  to  G.  Flail,  cashier  of  the  Commercial 
bank  of  New  Orleans,  from  this  city.  We  heard  it 
stated  in  a company  of  gentlemen  in  this  city  yester- 
day, that  the  amount  of  specie  shipped  from  St.  Louis 
for  the  south  and  east,  within  the  last  six  or  eight  weeks 
will  not  fall  short  of  twelve  hundred  thousand  dollars. — 
The  high  rate  of  eastern  exchange  has  made  it  an  ob- 
ject to  buy  specie,  remit  it,  and  draw  against  it.  The 
bank  has  been  compelled  to  do  this,  and  a number  of 
the  brokers  also.  The  effect  of  all  this  is  to  strip  us  of 
the  metallic  currency,  a thing  so  much  prized  by  some 
of  our  humbug  politicians,  yet  we  see  no  present  re- 
medy for  it.  It  is  all  the  result  of  the  glorious  reforma- 
tion of  the  currency,  brought  about  by  the  present  ad- 
ministration. 

Steamboat  Gallatin.  The  steamer  Gallatin,  from 
Louisville,  bound  to  St.  Louis,  when  near  Smithland, 
ran  against  a snag,  breaking  two  holes  through  her 
hull.  By  the  exertions  of  the  officers  the  holes  were 
stopped  before  she  filled  sufficiently  to  sink.  The 
freight  was  considerably  injured,  and  will,  probably  be 
reshipped,  as  the  Gallatin  is  too  much  injured  to  pro- 
ceed on  her  trip. 

Voting.  The  Baltimore  Chronicle  in  speaking  of  the 
case  of  John  Hock,  who  was  convicted  of  voting 
twice  at  the  late  election,  makes  use  of  the  following 
just  and  severe  remark:  “We  look  upon  the  man  who 
would  vote  twice  at  one  election  as  no  better  than  a 
thief,  who  being  privileged  to  enter  a bank,  to  obtain 
the  change  for  five  dollars,  would  steal  ten.’’ 

Van  Amburgh,  the  lion  tamer,  is  going  with  his 
menagerie  to  St.  Petersburg,  when  his  engagement  at 
Paris  is  terminated. 
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SWRemittances  by  -mail.  “A  postmaster  may  en- 
close money  in  a letter  to  the  publisher  of  a newspaper, 
to  pay  the  subscription  of  a third  person,  and  frank  the 
letter,  if  written  by  himself.” — Amos  Kendall. 

Some  of  our  subscribers  may  not  be  aware  that  they 
may  save  the  postage  on  subscription  money,  by  re- 
questing the  postmaster  where  they  reside  to  frank  their 
letters  containing  such  money,  he  being  able  to  satisfy 
himself  before  a letter  is  sealed,  that  it  contains  nothing 
but  what  refers  to  the  subscription.  [Am.  Farmer. 

FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 

The  Aurora  Islands.  The  rediscovery  of  the 
Aurora  islands  by  the  New  York  exploring  expe 
riition  creates  considerable  interest  here,  and  it  ap 
pears  incredible  that  six  islands  in  the  longitude  of 
Rio  Janeiro  and  latitude  53  deg.  21  min.  should 
have  remained  to  this  period,  when  so  many  navi- 
gators have  cruised  expressly  for  them,  without 
being  known. 

They  were  originally  discovered  in  1769,  since 
when,  months  have  been  spent  in  searching  for 
them  in  vain,  and  they  have  been  excluded°from 
tile  latest  charts. 

Com.  Sullivan,  (lie  English  naval  commander  on 
this  station,  applied  to  S.  E.  Burrows,  esq.  of  N. 
York,  the  proprietor  of  the  expedition,  for  [he  parti- 
culars of  this  discovery,  which  were  furnished  and 
forwarded  to  tiie  British  government  with  a hi^h 
compliment  to  the  American  spirit  of  enterprise.0 

Com.  Sullivan  has  despatched  a government  ves- 
sel to  the  Fauikland  islands,  to  proceed  to  the  Au- 
roras as  soon  as  the  season  will  permit;  and  hereaf- 
ter the  voyager  will  not  be  exposed  to  being  wreck- 
ed without  knowing  his  danger,  where  ’death  is 
certain,  and  where  many  have  doubtless  perished. 

[ Glasgow  paper. 

From  the  London  Li/eran / Gazelle , Sept.  14. 

The  antarctic  expedition.  By  the  time  this  paper 
meets  the  public  eye,  this  very  interesting  expedi- 
tion will  have  left,  or  be  leaving  the  British  shores. 
Had  it  been  possible  to  complete  the  extensive  phi- 
losophical an  1 other  equipments  in  a shorter  space 
oi  time,  it  would  have  been  better,  perhaps  had  it 
been  able  to  sail  six  weeks  or  two  months  earlier, 
but  still  its  course  is  open  and  the  delay  will  lead  to 
no  other  consequence  than  some  slight  alteration 
in  the  projected  plan  of  operations. 

On  Tuesday,  tile  Terror,  captain  Crozier,  drop- 
ped down  from  off  the  dock  yard,  at  Chatham,  to 
Gillingham,  with  all  her  white  canvass  spread;  and 
looking  like  a bird  ot  passage  preparing  to  wing  its 
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way  to  another  clime;  and  on  Thursday,  or  as 
soon  after  as  possible,  her  companion,  the  Erebus, 
capt.  James  Clerk  Ross,  was  appointed  to  follow, 
and  then  proceed  on  their  voyage.  Having  gone  to 
take  our  farewell,  a short  description  of  the  vessels, 
&c.  cannot  be  unacceptable  to  our  readers. 

The  Erebus  and  Terror  seem  to  be  twin  ship 
alike  in  build,  in  colors,  in  masts  and  rigging,  and, 
indeed,  in  every  external  appearance.  An  inexpe- 
rienced eye  could  not  tell  the  one  from  the  other. 
The  Erebus  is  about  370  tons;  the  Terror  340.  In 
each  tiie  full  complement  of  officers  and  men  is  64 
— 12S  in  all.  Nothing  that  the  art  of  tiie  ship  wright 

could  accomplish  has  been  omitted  to  lit  them  tor 
their  perilous  undertaking.  Below  not  only  have  the 
ribs  been  strengthened  by  transverse  timbers,  but 
these  again  have  been  interlaced  by  cross  beams  at 
certain  angles  so  as  to  oiler  resistance  to  any  invad- 
ing body  such  as  ice,  which  would  require  a mighty 
force  to  overcome.  Tlius  internally  powerful  be- 
yond any  former  example,  tile  outward  hull  lias 
also  been  so  shaped  (curving  from  near  the  centre, 
something  like  the  turning-off  edge  of  a glass  or 
tea-cup)  as  to  throw  the  converging  ice  from  the 
chain  plates,  and  thus  protect  the  i igging  from  being 
crushed  or  invaded.  The  deck,  too,  is  double;  and 
the  whole  has  a compactness  and  firmness  which 
gives  assurance  of  security  from  the  worst  elements 
to  which  their  gallant  crews  can  ever  be  exposed. 
A spare  rudder  which  could  be  shipped  immediate- 
ly in  case  of  accident  to  the  other,  is  safely  stowed 
amid-ships;  each  vessel  is  provided  with  eight  boats, 
two  of  them  whalers,  and  framed  to  encounter 
rough  seas  and  weather  in  separate  expeditions,  to 
explore  passages  and  lands  which  (he  ships  cannot 
penetrate.  Six  guns  are  borne  in  each,  viz:  four 
six-pounders,  and  two  salute  guns.  Tiie  apparatus 
for  keeping  the  vessels  in  an  equitable  temperature 
admirable  and  consists  of  a square  iron  tube, 
above  a foot  in  diameter,  running  all  round  the  sides, 
and  distributing  a comfortable  warmth  to  every 
berth  in  the  ship.  The  ventilation  is  not  less  attended 
to.  There  are  also  stoves  in  the  captain’s  cabin, 
and  the  gun  room  messes  which  adjoin;  and  the 
cooking  conveniences  are  as  ample  and  as  fit  for 
every  purpose  as  they  could  be  ou  shore. — There 
is  a large  kettle  to  dissolve  ice  info  fresh  water;  auo 
ther  for  dressing  salt  meat,  another  for  fish,  another 
for  fresh  meat,  and  ovens  for  baking.  Tiie  mate’s  ca 
bins  are  well  constructed,  and  those  for  tile  officers  to 
sleep  in,  though  small,  arranged  with  ail  a seamen’s 
skill  and  dexterity  in  making  much  of  a little. 

The  sick  berths  are  forward,  and  so  contrived  that 
the  invalids  may  be  kept  apart  from  the  healthy;  for 
their  own  sake  as  well  as  for  the  general  safely 
Immense  ice-saws  are  ranged  along  the  lower  deck 
some  of  them  30  or  more  feet  long,  and  looking  like 
the  jaws  of  sharks,  competent  to  cut  through  any' 
besetting  adversary. 

They  are  victualled  with  fresh  provisions  for 
three  years;  and  pemmacan  and  other  prepared  meals 
in  cases  are  stowed  away  in  the  least  possible  com- 
pass. 

The  provisions  of  scientific  instruments,  under 
the  superintendence  of  the  royal  society,  is  very 
complete;  and  double  sets  to  supply  the  loss  of  any 
which  may  be  broken,  or  rendered  useless,  seetr 
almost  to  furnish  the  commander’s  cabin.  In  (hi- 
respect,  the  adiniraiity  has  been  most  liberal;  and 
indeed,  we  may  say,  that  after  the  first  official  dif- 
ficulties were  got  over,  the  government  has  taken 
up  the  expedition  with  the  most  commendable 
spirit,  and  done  every  thing  thatcan  contribute  (o  its 
successful  issue.  The  phenomena  of  terrestial  mag- 
netism will  he  independently  observed  throughout 
tiie  voyage;  and  also  in  connection  witli  tiie  new 
observations  about  to  be  established,  as  already 
stated  in  the  Lileranj  Gazelle , at  St.  Helena,  tiie 
Cape,  Van  Diemen’s  Land,  ^c.  The  declination, 
inclination,  and  intensity  of  the  magnet,  will  thus 
form  tables  of  tiie  utmost  importance  towards 
solving  this  great  problem . The  declination  instru- 
ment, the  horizonlal  and  the  vertical  force  magne- 
tometers, are  constructed  under  the  direction  of 
professor  Lloyd,  of  Dublin,  and  there  are,  besides, 
dip  circles,  transists  with  azimuth  circles,  and  chro- 
nometers of  the  most  approved  construction.  There 
are  also  pendulums  for  ascertaining  the  true  figure 
of  the  earth,  thermometers  for  determining  the  tem- 
perature of  the  sea  at  given  depths;  other  blackened 
thermometers  to  measure  the  atmospheric  tempera- 


ture at  different  latitudes;  photometris  sensitive  pa- 
per for  experiments  on  light;  barometers  tp  be  ob- 
served during  siorins,  white  squalls,  &c.;  glasses 
for  sideral  observations;  drawing  utensils;  reposito- 
ries (or  geological,  botanical,  and  natural  history 
specimens;  actinometers  for  finding  the  forces  of 
solar  and  terrestial  radiation;  hygrometers,  Osier’s 
anemoneters,  rain  gauges,  electrometers,  skeleton 
registers  of  every  needful  kind  and,  in  short,  such 
means  to  employ,  ami  so  much  to  be  done,  that 
there  will  be  no  great  leisure  for  our  enterprising 
countrymen  when  all  these  instruments  are  put  in 
requisition,  anti  their  results  are  regularly  chroni- 
cled lor  the  information  uf  tlio  worlrl . 

In  looking  over  the  vessels  about  to  depart  on  os 
deeply  interesting  an  occasion,  many  slight  matters 
and  incidents  touch  the  feelings.  In  almost  every 
cabin  and  berth  were  tolerable  collections  of  books; 
and  captain  Ross’s  amounted  to  a lair  library  of  the 
most  useful  description.  In  some  were  sweet  re- 
membrances of  native  land,  in  prints  and  pictures; 
and  one  engraving  conspicuous  in  the  gallant  com- 
manders’ cabin  affected  ns  much — it  was  of  our 
Saviour  walking  on  the  waters!!  Faith  and  hop; 
could  not  have  chosen  a more  beautiful  illustration 
of  the  sailor’s  mind — the  instruments  of  the  soul, 
without  the  possession  oi'  which  what  were  all  that 
the  philosophy  and  science  of  man  could  provide? 
In  that  engraving  alone  we  read  a more  certain  in- 
dex of  the  success  of  this  great  work,  than  in  the 
multitude  of  ingenious  machines,  and  the  volumes 
of  wise  instructions,  by  which  our  most  estimable 
fiiend  was  surrounded. 

Some  kind  heart  had  supplied  a twelfth  cake  to  be 
opened  on  the  Gth  Jan.  1840!  The  diameter  of  the 
globe  will  then  be  between  the  giver  and  tiie  receiver. 

Another  pleasant  circumstance  to  record  is  the 
friendship  subsisting  between  captains  Ross  and 
Crozier.  They  have  been  messmates  and  intimate 
together.  Crozier  was  a midshipman  in  tiie  ship 
where  Ross  was  lieutenant;  lie  was  a lieutenant 
where  Ross  was  captain,  and  now  lie  is  captain 
where  Ross  is  commodore  of  the  expedition.  They 
have  served  together,  known  and  regarded  each 
other,  and  this  is  an  auspicious  promise  of  their 
mutual  good  understanding,  and  cordial  co-opera- 
tion to  the  end;  when  bound  together  in  their  brave 
barks; 

“to  reside 

“In  thrilling  regions  of  thick-ribbed  ice, 

“To  be  imprisoned  in  the  viewless  wind?, 

“And  blow  (we  trust  not)  with  restless  violence  round 
about 

Tiie  pendent  world.” 

The  earlier  proceedings  of  the  voyage  will  lead 
them  to  St.  Helena,  where  lieutenant  Eardly  Wil- 
mot,  of  the  royal  engineers,  wiio  goes  out  in  the 
Erebus,  will  be  left  in  charge  of  the  new  observa- 
tory. Next,  at  the  Cape,  will  he  landed  for  the  like 
purpose,  another  officer.  The  vessels  then  make 
their  way  across  the  ocean,  touching  at  and  exa- 
mining Kerguelen’s  land,  Amsterdam,  and  places 
either  unknown  or  imperfeelly  reported  in  that  vast 
expanse  of  water.  Arrived  at  Van  Dieman’s  Land, 
instruments,  ike.  for  the  observatory  will  be  sent 
ashore,  and,  whilst  it  is  erecting  they  will  cruise  to 
various  points,  wiiere  the  scienl ific  pursuits  of  (he 
expedition  are  most  likely  to  be  advanced.  On 
their  return  they  will  start  de  novo  in  a direct  south- 
ern course  between  120  degrees  and  160  degrees 
east  longitude  towards  the  antartic  polp;  and  it  is  a 
ingular  and  fortunate  thing  that  in  this  direction, 
during  tiie  present  season,  a ship  oi'  Mr.  Enderby’s 
has  discovered  land  on  both  sides  of  the  longitudes 
we  have  indicated,  in  about  65  and  68  degrees  of 
south  latitude.  These  shores  have  been  named 
Sabrina  Land,  seen  March  1839,  and  Balleny  Isle, 
seen  February,  1839;  and  between  them,  as  well 
as  upon  them,  the  efforts  of  tile  Erebus  and  Terror, 
will  in  the  first  instance  be  employed.  How  far 
th»y  may  penetrate  is  in  the  hands  of  Providence. 
They  will  afterwards  circumnavigate  the  pole,  and 
try  in  every  quarter  to  reach  Ihe  highest  point,  whe- 
ther near  Enderby’s  Land,  discovered  in  1832,  or 
by  captain  Weddell’s  farthest  reach,  about  73  deg. 
in  1323. 

It  is  between  Sabrina  Land  and  Baileny  Isle,  to 
the  northward,  in  about  latitude  50  degrees  and  east 
longitude  140  degees,  that  it  is  expected  the  south 
magnetic  pole  will  be  found.  Strange  if  he  who 
discovered  either  that  of  the  north  or  so  near  an  ap- 
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proach  to  it  as  captain  James  Ross  did,  should  also 
ascertain  this  long  sought  phenomenon.  We  had 
forgotten  to  mention  that  the  vessels  are  construct- 
ed on  the  plan  which  divides  them  into  three  com- 
partments; so  that  either  extremity  or  the  middle 
inight  be  stove  in,  and  yet  the  remainder  be  a safe 
hold  for  the  crew.  The  Kentish  Gazette  states  that 
“the  wales  are  doubled  with  eight  inch  oak  plank, 
and  the  bottom  with  plank  of  three  inches;  the 
ceilings  of  which  are  doubled  w ith  two  thickness 
of  2 1-2  inch  African  teak,  crossing  each  other  at 
right  angles;  the  bulkheads  in  the  holds  are  built  in 
like  manner,  and  made  water  tight;  so  that  should 
the  bottom  be  stove  in  at  any  part  by  the  sheets  of 
ice,  the  safety  of  the  ships  will  not  be  endangered. 
The  pumps  fitted  are  those  of  Massie’s  patent.  The 
weather  deck  is  also  doubled  with  three-inch  fir 
plank,  with  fearnought  dipped  in  tallow  laid  between 
them.” 

Wherever  the  voyagers  go,  we  have  only  to  add, 
may  God  bless  and  prosper  them,  and  return  them 
in  safety  to  a greatful  country  and  their  anxious  re- 
latives and  friends! 

BRITISH  AFFAIRS. 

By  October,  1811,  there  will  be  thirteen  large 
and  splendid  steam  ships  running  across  the  At- 
lantic ocean.  Not  one  will  be  smaller  than  the 
Liverpool,  and  more  than  half  of  them  will  be 
larger  than  the  Great  Western. 

The  British  “Royal  Mail  Steam.  Packet  comp  my.” 
The  routes  of  the  steamers  of  this  new  line  are 
now  regulated  according  to  the  system  projected  in 
England  some  time  ago.  We  do  not  know  what 
date  has  been  fixed  on  for  the  beginning  of  opera- 
tions. Perhaps  the  regular  running  will  not  com- 
mence until  the  spring.  We  give  some  of  the 
routes  which  relate  more  particularly  to  coramuni 
cation  with  the  United  States: 

From  Havana  a steamer  will  proceed  to  Mobile, 

&c. 

Distance.  Days. 

Havana  to  Mobile,  530  3 

Mobile  to  Tampico,  by  Balize, 

(mouth  of  the  Mississippi),  640  3 

Tampico  to  Vera  Cruz,  205  1 

Stop  at  Vera  Cruz,  1 

Vera  Cruz  to  Havana,  810  4 

Total,  2,185  12 

At  Mobile  or  Belize  land  the  outward,  European, 
colonial  and  North  American  mails;  and  at  Tam- 
pico and  Vera  Cruz  take  in  the  return  mails  from 
these  places,  for  Europe,  North  America  and  the 
colonies. 

Another  steamer  will  preceed  from  Havana  to 
Vera  Cruz,  &c. 

Distance.  Days. 

Havana  to  Tampico,  by  Vera  Cruz,  1,015  4^ 

Stop  at  Vera  Cruz,  and  allowances,  2 

Tampico  to  Havana,  by  Belize  and 

Mobile,  1,170  5 £ 

Total,  2,185  12 

The  steamer  Vera  Cruz  and  Tampico  will  land 
the  outward  European,  North  American  and  co- 
lonial mails;  and  at  Belize  and  Mobile  will  take  the 
return  European,  North  American  and  colonial 
mails. 

West  India  and  North  American  station. 

Distance.  Days. 

Havana  to  N.  York  by  Savannah, 

Charieston,  1,200  6 

New  York  to  Halifax,  520  3 

Halifax  to  Havana,  by  N.  York, 

&e.  and  Matanzas,  1,720  9 

Stoppages  at  N.  Y . h Halifax,  10 

Total,  3,440  28 

These  steamers,  twice  each  month,  will  be  so  re- 
gulated that  they  will  reach  Havana  from  New 
York  before  the  outw'ard  steamer  arrives  from  Ja- 
maica, and  will  leave  Havana  for  New  York,  {k.c. 
immediately  after  her  arrival.  The  stoppages  either 
at  Halifax  or  New  York  may  be  as  above  stated; 
because  if  the  steamers  perform  the  work  from  the 
Havana,  to  the  Havana  again  within  30  days,  they 
will  always  meet  the  arrival  at,  and  departure  from 
the  Havana,  of  the  packets  with  the  mails  to  and 
from  Europe  and  the  colonies,  and  South  America. 
They  can  take  in  their  coals  for  the  voyage  at  Ha- 
lifax. * 

All  these  lines  communicate  with  the  great  line 
from  Jamaica  to  Europe.  The  intercourse  between 
the  old  world  and  the  new  will  thus  become  still 
more  intimate.  The  steamers  of  the  Royal  Mail 
Packet  company  will  be  built  all  of  the  same  size, 
and  expressly  for  this  service. 

The  British  navy.  Whether  the  British  navy  is 
reduced  to  a nonentity,  or  not,  may  be  gathered 
from  the  fact  that  on  the  1st  ultimo,  there  were  in 
commission  6 first  rates,  of  104  to  120  guns  each; 


7 second  rates,  of  80  to  92  guns  each;  17  third  rates, 
of  74  to  78  guns  each;  2 fourth  rates,  of  52  guns 
each;  8 fifth  rates,  of  36  to  46  guns  each;  21  sixth 
rates,  ol  20  to  28 guns  each;  40  sloops,  (ships), of  16 
to  20  guns  each;  36  brigs,  of  3 to  10  guns  each;  23 
steamers,  of  100  to  320  horse  power;  11  surveying 
vessels,  of  4 to  10  guns  each;  23  sloops-of-war, 
fitted  as  packets;  and  3 yachts.  Total  number  of 
guns  in  commission,  4,103,  besides  those  on  board 
of  steam  ships;  or  about  exactly  double  the  whole 
number  of  guns  in  the  American  navy,  including 
vessels  Dot  in  commission. 

We  are  glad  to  see  that  Mr.  Paulding,  the  new 
secretary  of  the  United  States  navy  department, 
evinces  a disposition  to  “scour  up”  a little.  Our 
navy  has  been  too  much  neglected  for  some  years 
past,  and  we  may  yet  have  cause  to  repent  of  it. 
At  present,  the  political  atmosphere  appears  to  be 
tolerably  calm.  [V.  Y.  Jour.  Com. 

Extraordinary  seizure  of  fourteen  performers  and 
forty  of  the  audience.  Last  night  between  nine  and 
ten  o’clock  an  extraordinary  sensation  was  created 
in  Parker  street,  Drury  Lane,  in  consequence  of 
the  seizure  of  fourteen  performers  and  forty  of  the 
audience  at  that  den  of  infamy,  the  two-penny 
theatre,  in  the  above  named  street.  The  perform- 
ers are  all  in  their  dresses,  and  are  with  their  com- 
panions, snugly  lodged  in  Bow  street  station;  the 
lock-ups  are  crammed;  the  appearance  of  the  mot- 
ley group  will  create  a scene  which  would  puzzle 
Cruiksbank  himself  to  portray.  The  seizure  is 
made  under  a clause  in  the  new  police  act. 

[London  paper , Sept.  6. 

The  Wellington  festival.  The  festival  given  to 
the  duke  of  Wellington  at  Dover,  August  30,  was 
a magnificent  affair.  The  pavillion  in  which  the 
great  captain  was  to  be  feasted  stood,  including  its 
lobbies  and  covered  w'ays,  on  20,520  feet  of  ground 
— the  area  alone  occupied  for  the  purposes  of  the 
dinner,  being  120  feet  by  130.  There  were  con- 
sumed in  the  erection  of  this  pavillion  20,000  cubic 
feet  of  lumber,  and  ittook  100  men  sixty  days  to 
complete  it.  Lord  Brougham  made  a speech,  pre- 
fatory to  the  toast  proposing  the  health  of  the  duke 
of  Wellington,  distinguished  for  its  excessive  adu- 
lation. He  concluded  as  follows: 

“How  could  a thousand  w'ords,  or  all  the  names 
which  could  be  named,  speak  so  powerfully — ay, 
even  ill  spoke  with  the  tongue  of  an  angel — as  iff 
were  to  mention  one  word,  sir  Arthur  Wellesley, 
duke  of  'Wellington — (rapturous  cheering) — the 
hero  of  a hundred  fields,  in  all  of  which  his  banner 
has  waved  in  triumph — who  never,  I invoke  both 
hemispheres  to  witness — bear  witness,  Europe — 
bear  witness,  Asia — who  never  advanced  but  to 
cover  his  arms  with  glory;  the  captain  who  never 
advanced  but  to  be  victorious;  the  mightier  captain 
who  never  retreated  but  to  eclipse  the  glory  of  his 
advance.” 

The  toast  was  drunk  amidst  long  continued 
cheering,  and  the  noble  duke  made  an  appropriate 
reply.  The  French  journals  are  very  angry  with 
lord  Brougham  for  his  panegyric  on  the  duke,  and 
remind  his  grace  if  he  gained  many  battles,  he  lost 
that  of  Toulouse.  “You  forget  in  the  nomenclature 
of  battles,”  says  the  Courier  Francais,  addressing 
lord  Brougham,  “that  of  Toulouse,  where  25,000 
Frenchmen  checked  an  army  of  90,000,  and  killed 
18,000  men.  And  you  must  not  talk  of  Waterloo, 
for  Wellington  was  in  full  retreat  when  60,000 
Prussians  suddenly  arrived  and  converted  victory 
into  disaster.”  The  National  is  still  more  indig- 
nant at  the  speech  of  lord  Brougham,  and  asks  if 
the  duke  is  the  model  of  virtue  and  intelligence, 
why  his  lordship  was  so  long  his  political  adversa- 
ry? The  National  is  astonished  that  general  Se- 
bastiana,  the  French  ambassador,  should  have  ar- 
rived in  Dover  “expressly  for  the  purpose  of  adding 
to  the  triumph  of  the  most  bitterenemy  of  France, 
in  a dinner  hall,  set  out  with  the  trophies  of  Wa- 
terloo.” There  is,  however,  a very  material  differ- 
ence between  the  Courier  and  the  National,  in  the 
view  which  they  take  of  this  dinner,  and  of  the 
speech  of  lord  Brougham;  for  whilst  the  National 
affects  to  regard  it  as  adisplay  of  insulting  triumph 
by  the  English  people  over  France,  the  Courier 
acquits  the  people  of  England  of  any  sympathy 
with  expressions  that  are  either  intended  or  calcu- 
lated to  offend  the  French  nation.  The  Press  is 
less  violent  than  the  National,  but  itis  also  disposed 
to  regard  the  dinner  as  a national  display  against 
France.  Of  lord  Brougham,  it  says:  “His  lordship 
distinguished  himself  by  the  plenitude  of  his  adula- 
tion. This  will  astonish  only  those  who  have  ever 
attached  any  real  importance  to  a man  so  inconsis- 
tent and  so  interested,  in  his  flatteries  and  his  criti- 
cisms, as  the  illustrious  representative  of  the  chi- 
canery of  our  neighbors.”  The  France  observes 
that  “the  dinner  was  a terrible  slap  for  the  glory  of 
marshal  Soult.  He  may  now  understand  the  spirit 
of  the  orations  of  which  he  was  the  object  in  his 


journey  to  London.  The  English  merely  celebrat- 
ed in  him  there  the  vanquished  of  Toulouse.” 
Banquet  in  the  Thames  tunnel.  Friday  afternoon 
week,  the  directors  of  the  Thames  tunnel  company 
gave  an  elegant  dinner  in  the  tunnel  to  the  persons 
employed  in  that  undertaking,  to  celebrate  their 
having  reached  low  water  mark.  Mr.  Hawes,  M. 
P.  was  in  the  chair,  and  280  persons  set  down  to 
the  table.  On  a raised  platform,  about  500  Visiters, 
the  majority  of  whom  were  ladies — were  provided 
with  places,  to  view  the  gratifying  scene. 

Marriage  of  queen  Victoria.  The  Augsburg  Ga- 
zette contains  the  following  passage  respecting  the 
marriage  of  the  queen  of  England:  “The  speech 
of  queen  Victoria  on  proroguing  the  parliament 
makes  no  mention  of  her  marriage.  Some  journals 
have  hence  inferred  that  the  matrimonial  alliance 
with  the  Coburg  family  was  still  doubtful,  we  can 
affirm  on  good  authority  that  the  meeting  of  several 
members  of  the  house  of  Saxe  Coburg  at  London  is 
for  the  purpose  of  settling  the  necessary  prelimina- 
ries which  must  precede  the  marriage — that  is  to 
say,  every  thing  relative  to  the  prerogatives  and  the 
revenue  of  the  intended  husband.  As  for  the  ques- 
tion of  the  marriage  itself,  and  the  mutual  affec- 
tion of  the  parties;  all  this  has  been  some  time  de- 
cided. The  duchess  of  Kent  and  the  king  of  the 
Belgians  have  been  the  most  zealous  promoters  of 
this  alliance.  This  statement  is  contradicted  in 
a very  authoritative  manner  from  another  quarter. 
So  the  matter  rests  as  doubtful  as  ever. 

Public  income  and  expenditure.  The  following 
results  appear  from  a return  just  made  to  the  house 
of  commons  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Baring: 

Net  income  of  the  United  Kingdom,  in  the  years  end- 
ing 5th  April 

1836  1837.  1838.  1S39. 

£ £ £■  £ 
46,3S0,246  48,453,068  46,090,543  47,833,118 

Net  expenditure. 

45,003,940  46,590,245  47,510,077  48,263,443 


Surplus  of  income. 

1,376,306  1,862,623  1,428,534  430,325 

More  than  half  a million  of  the  increased  expendi- 
ture in  1839  was  owing  to  the  insurrection  in  Ca- 
nada. Between  1836  and  1839,  the  interest  and 
management  of  the  national  debt  have  been  increas- 
ed by  more  than  half  a million,  being  the  amount 
of  compensation  to  the  West  India  planters.  The 
army,  the  navy,  and  the  ordnance  have  all  been 
considerably  augmented.  The  estimated  income 
for  the  year  ending  5th  April,  1840,  is  if  48,128,900, 
ar.d  the  estimated  expenditure,  £47,288,954,  exclu- 
sive of  about  £1,000,000  for  Canada. 

Morals  of  London.  The  population  of  London 
(including  the  cities  of  London  and  Westminster, 
and  the  boroughs  of  Marylebone,  Finsbury,  Tower 
Hamlets,  Southwark  and  Lambeth)  is  1,610,868. 
Of  these,  it  is  estimated  that  one-half,  or  805,434, 
are  capable  of  attending  public  worship.  Within 
the  same  limits  there  are,  among  all  denominations, 
660  places  of  worship,  capable  of  accommodating 
517,614  people.  It  is  estimated  that  on  the  average 
about  three-fifths  of  the  seats  are  occupied.  This 
gives  252,570  as  the  whole  number  of  persons  at- 
tending public  worship  at  anyone  time;  552,864  as 
the  number  of  adults  who  are  neglecting  it;  a num- 
ber greater  than  the  whole  population,  young  and 
old,  if.  the  South  Sea  Islands,  at  present  visited. 

Temperance  in  London . The  new  Metropolitan 
police  act  is  now  in  operation.  One  of  its  provi- 
sions prevents  the  sale  of  liquor  on  Sundays  before 
one  o’clock;  and  it  was  remarked  that,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  regulation,  London  was  more  orderly 
than  usual  on  Sunday  last.  On  the  previous  Satur- 
day night,  however  the  rush  to  the  gin  shops  and 
public  houses  to  procure  a supply  for  the  next  morn- 
ing’s consumption  created  some  disturbance.  The 
shops  were  cleared  at  midnight  with  difficulty. — 
Many  of  the  proprietors  of  gin-place3  in  London 
and  the  suburbs  have  placed  in  their  windows  im- 
mense placards,  with  the  clause  which  relates  to  the 
closing  of  public  houses  on  Sunday,  Christmas 
day  and  Good  Friday,  until  one  o’clock,  printed  in 
large  letters.  At  the  foot  of  the  placard  appears 
the  announcement:  “As  we  are  prevented  by  law 
from  serving  until  one  o’clock,  please  to  bring  your 
jugs  and  bottles  on  Saturday  night.” 

English  crops.  The  Richmond  Whig  remarks 
that  representations  of  the  failure  of  the  wheat 
crop  in  England  are  to  be  taken  with  some  grains  of 
allowance.  The  party  in  favor  of  a repeal  of  the 
corn  laws  is  disposed  to  exaggerate  the  extent  of 
the  failure,  while  the  other  party  disseminates  those 
accounts  only  which  represent  the  failure  as  tri- 
fling. The  Liverpool  Mail  of  the  21st  September, 
a violent  tory  paper,  contains  the  following  para- 
graph: 

An  intelligent  friend,  intimately  acquainted  with 
and  extensively  engaged  in  the  corn  trade,  and 
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who,  moreover,  is  in  the  habit  of  travelling  over  a 
large  district  of  country,  for  the  purpose  of  acquir- 
ing information  as  to  the  state  and  prospects  of  each 
successive  harvest,  observes: 

“The  advocates  for  the  repeal  of  the  corn  laws 
and  the  consequent  destruction  of  the  agricultural 
interest,  are  in  high  anticipation  that  the  late  un- 
favorable weather  will  assist  their  agitation.  We 
happen  to  know  that  bad  as  appearances  have  been 
with  regard  lo  the  harvest,  an  average  crop  may 
be  expected  of  wheat,  that  the  oats  will  be  wholly 
saved,  and  an  abundance  of  that  article  will  be 
found  to  have  been  produced.  Go  where  you  will 
you  hear  complaints  of  the  state  of  the  weather, 
but  you  will  invariably  be  told  by  individual  farm- 
ers with  whom  you  hold  conversation  on  the  sub- 
ject, ‘I  have  succeeded  pretty  well  in  securing  my 
crops,  and  they  will  not  turn  out  so  bad  as  I ex- 
pected.’ ” 

Ireland.  By  the  arrival  of  the  ship  Caledonia, 
from  Liverpool  via  Londonderry,  papers  have  been 
received  at  the  Philadelphia  Exchange  from  the  lat- 
ter port,  of  the  21st  of  September — being  two  days 
later  than  the  news  from  the  north  of  Ireland 
brought  by  the  “Liverpool.”  The  Philadelphia 
Inquirer  supplies  the  following  items: 

The  harvest  in  the  north  of  Ireland.  The  Lon- 
donderry Sentinel  says,  that  during  the  preceding 
week,  up  to  Thursday,  19th,  the  country  had  been 
deluged  with  rain,  and  the  crops  greatly  injured. 
On  that  day,  however,  the  weather  became  fine, 
and  strenuous  efforts  were  being  made  to  get  in  the 
oats,  nearly  the  whole  of  which  were  still  out.  The 
condition  of  the  grain  crops  generally,  is  described 
as  deplorable. 

From  other  sources,  we  learn  that  the  crops 
throughout  Ireland  will  fall  very  far  short  of  an 
average,  with  the  exception  ot  potatoes,  in  the 
north,  which  never  promised  better.  Much  of  the 
wheat  that  has  been  gathered  in  is  in  a deranged 
state  from  the  rain. 

A passenger  informs  us,  that  in  several  parts  of 
England,  the  accounts  of  bad  crops  had  been  ex- 
aggerated— but  all  the  lowlands  near  rivers,  had 
been  inundated  from  the  heavy  rains.  It  should  be 
remembered,  however,  that  lowlands  in  England 
are  generally  grass  meadows.  The  gentleman  re- 
ferred to,  gave  as  his  opinion,  that  the  wheat  crop 
would  be  one-third  below  an  average,  anil  that, 
rather  from  damage  than  a short  yield. 

Mr.  Sherman  Crawford  is  publishing  a series  of 
letters,  on  the  condition  of  the  agricultural  popula- 
tion of  Ireland.  They  are  very  popular,  and  are 
entitled  “A  defence  of  the  Small  Farmers  of  Ire- 
land.” 

On  the  ISth,  19th  and  20th  of  September,  there 
were  considerable  arrivals  of  oats  in  the  London- 
derry market. 

Bank  of  France  and  Bank  of  England.  The 
New  York  Express  publishes  the  following  extract 
from  a letter  of  a director  in  the  Bank  of  France  in 
Paris,  to  his  friend  in  New  York,  received  by  the 
last  packet:  “I  have  just  finished  an  examination 
of  the  books  of  the  bank,  and  I find  that  the  specie 
on  hand  is  two  hundred  and  forty  millions  of  francs, 
while  the  obligations  of  the  bank  are  two  hundred 
and  thirty  millions.  Money  continues  abundant, 
and  interest  low.” 

In  dollars — the  state  in  round  numbers  is  thus: 
Specie,  50,000,000 

Obligations,  48,000,000 

CONDITION  OF  THE  BANK  OF  ENGLAND. 

Liabilities. 

Circulation,  17,960,000 

Deposites,  7,782,000 

25.742.000 

Resources. 

25.963.000 
2,839,000 


£ stg.  28,852,000 

Thus  the  Bank  of  France  have  fifty  millions  of 
dollars  on  hand,  with  only  forty-eight  millions  of 
obligations.  The  Bank  of  England  have  short  of 
thirteen  millions  of  dollars  on  hand,  while  they  have 
over  eighty  millions  of  dollars  in  circulation,  to 
say  nothing  of  the  deposites. 

FRENCH  AFFAIRS. 

A meeting  of  the  geologists  of  France  and  Eng- 
land is  held  at  Boulogne-sur-mer,  where  the  philo- 
sophers are  exploring  the  coal  and  iron  fields  of  the 
neighboring  districts.  Among  the  English  geolo- 
gists presentare  Dr.  Buckland  and  Mr.  Murcheson. 

An  adult  school  has  been  recently  opened  at 
Bordeaux,  and  in  a few  days  two  thousand  work- 
men applied  for  admission,  being  double  the  num- 
ber for  whom  accommodation  was  provided. 

The  Paris  Moniteur  states,  that  before  the 
French  government  could  come  to  any  definite  re- 
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solution  as  to  the  reform  in  the  prison  system,  it 
has  waited  for  the  reports  of  intelligent  persons 
who  have  been  despatched  to  Italy,  Germany, 
Switzerland,  Belgium,  Holland,  England  and  the 
United  States,  for  the  purpose  of  studying  the  pri- 
son discipline  in  those  countries. 

M.  Laffille  has  just  paid  a visit  to  Rouen,  which 
was  reported  to  have  been  connected  with  the  pro- 
ject of  a railway  from  Paris  to  the  sea  by  the  valley 
of  the  Siene. 

The  ministerial  eveningjournal  gives  full  particu- 
lars of  the  disturbances  at  Mans  on  the  16th.  At 
ten  in  the  morning,  a hussar,  who  formed  part  of  a 
patrol,  having  dropped  behind  was  ill-treated  by 
the  crowd;  upon  which  a detachment  of  horse  sol- 
diers charged,  and  dispersed  the  aggressors,  and 
took  three  persons  into  custody.  The  crowd  then 
increased  in  the  market  square  and  in  the  street 
leading  to  the  Alencon  road.  Barricades  were 
formed  in  many  places.  The  first,  which  was  near 
gendarmes  barracks,  was  immediately  destroyed 
by  the  gendarmes,  but  the  crowd  were  able  to  com- 
plete tiie  principal  barricade,  near  the  post  royal, 
by  materials  from  some  works  going  on  at  the  river 
side,  without  obstacle.  This  barricade  became  the 
central  point  ofthe  revolt. 

The  procureur  du  Roi  and  his  substitute,  who 
repeatedly  summoned  the  crowd  to  depart,  were  re- 
ceived with  volleys  of  stones,  the  rioters  declaring 
that  they  would  not  cease  their  proceedings  until 
those  who  had  been  taken  into  custody  on  the  pre- 
ceeding  evening  and  morning  were  set  at  liberty. — 
The  soldiers  received  no  order  to  attack  the  barri- 
cade, and  towards  four  a detachment  of  about  30 
national  guards,  having  at  their  head  the  com- 
mandant ofthe  national  guard  of  le  Mans,  presented 
themselves.  The  commandant  having  promised 
upon  his  responsibility  the  release  of  the  prisoners, 
all  the  crowd  followed  him  to  the  palias  de  justus, 
where  the  municipal  council  was  assembled.  The 
prisoners  were  released,  and  their  barricades  were 
destroyed.  But  when  the  detachment  of  hussars 
were  returning  to  their  barracks  they  were  hooted 
and  assailed  by  a shower  of  stones,  and  fresh  barri- 
cades were  thrown  up  in  their  way. 

Towards  six,  about  400  or  500  persons  left  the 
town  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  a mill  worked 
by  machinery  at  1’Auisne;  but,  finding  there  the 
prefect,  a detachment  of  infantry,  the  commandant 
ofthe  national  guards,  some  of  the  national  guards, 
they  were  unable  to  accomplish  their  object. — 
Whilst  these  scenes  were  going  on  at  le  Mans,  dis- 
turbances were  also  taking  place  at  Mamers,  in  the 
same  department.  More  than  200  workmen  assem- 
bled at  the  market,  opposing  themselves  to  the  re- 
moval of  the  corn  which  had  been  purchased  by 
the  millers  of  the  neighborhood,  and  taking  out  the 
horses  from  the  carts  and  wagons  which  were 
laden  with  corn. 

The  local  authorities  of  Mamers  having  no  other 
armed  force  at  their  disposal  than  a few  gendarmes, 
endeavored  to  calm  the  mutineers  by  persuasions, 
but  they  were  not  able  to  prevent  them  from  going 
to  the  bakers  and  innkeepers,  and  compelling  them 
to  send  all  their  corn  to  the  public  warehouse  ofthe 
town.  The  ministerial  journal  concludes  these  de- 
tails by  stating  that  troops  have  been  ordered  from 
various  points  to  le  Mans  and  other  parts  ofthe  de- 
partment of  the  Sarthe.  The  general  commander 
of  the  department  being  absent  from  illness  when 
the  disturbances  broke  out,  general  Lalande,  com- 
mandant of  one  of  the  departments  of  the  division, 
has  been  sent  to  le  Mans  to  replace  him. 

The  Messager  says,  on  the  refusal  of  bills  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  by  Messrs.  Hottinguer: 
“The  house  of  Messrs.  Rothschild,  which  held  a 
great  part  of  the  bills  presented  for  acceptance  to 
Messrs.  Hottinguer  and  Co.  has  intervened  in  sup- 
port of  the  honor  of  the  American  signatures.  The 
bills,  which  amount  to  ten  millions,  of  which  only 
two  millions  and  a half  have  been  presented  up  to 
this  time  to  Messrs.  Hottinguer,  have  been  accepted 
by  Messrs.  Rothschild.  It  is  stated  that  the  refusal 
to  accept  by  the  house  of  Hottinguer  arose  from  the 
circumstance  of  the  bills  of  lading  of  the  cotton 
which  was  to  serve  as  a guarantee  for  the  bills 
drawn  by  the  U.  States  bank,  not  having  been  sent 
with  letters  of  advice,  which  stated  simply  that  the 
cotton  which  was  to  be  consigned  to  Messrs.  Hot- 
tinguer was  purchased  and  would  be  sent  by  the 
first  vessels.  By  the  arrangement  which  has  taken 
place,  the  cotton,  which  was'expected  in  London  and 
Havre,  will  be  consigned  to  Messrs.  Rothschild.” 

The  French  government,  according  to  the  Com- 
merce, has  acknowledged  the  independence  of  Tex- 
as, and  has  entered  into  a treaty  of  friendship  and 
commerce,  which  has  been  signed  at  Paris  by  M. 
de  Pontois  and  the  Texian  envoy.  “It  appears,” 
adds  the  Journal,  “that  the  ability  shown  by  M.  de 


Pontois  in  negotiating  this  treaty  has  had  an  influ- 
ence in  procuring  his  nomination  to  the  important 
post  of  ambassador  at  Constantinople.” 

The  National  states  that  the  treaty  of  alliance  and 
commerce  between  France  and  Texas  is  not  yet 
signed,  and  that  the  delay  is  to  be  ascribed  to  the 
omission  in  the  draught  of  the  treaty  of  an  article 
stipulating  for  the  freedom  of  conscience  in  favor 
of  the  French  residents  in  that  republic. 

French  trade.  Habits  of  piracy  and  fraud  have 
been  introduced  into  French  commerce,  once  fam- 
ed for  its  honesty.  M.  Duchatel,  when  commerce 
minister,  was  obliged  to  denounce  in  a public  cir- 
cular the  shameful  tricks  practised  by  French  tra- 
ders in  South  America.  A day  or  two  ago  the 
Bordeaux  papers  published  a letter  from  Marti- 
nique, complaining  of  the  way  in  which  the  flour 
sent  from  France  was  adulterated.  The  English 
buy  our  wines  at  Bordeaux  and  supplant  French 
wine  merchants,  not  only  abroad,  but  even  in  Paris. 
Cloth  we  can  no  longer  sell  abroad,  since  it  is 
known  that  French  manufacturers  send  cloth  with- 
out solidity,  and  fraudulent  measure.  Every  where, 
and  in  every  branch,  French  reputation  is  discredit- 
ed by  greedy  men,  anxious  merely  for  momentary 
gain.  France  keeps  only  the  commerce  of  mode 
and  fashions.  The  speech  of  the  president  of  the 
tribunal  of  commerce  proves  how  low  commerce  Is 
fallen.  The  dividends  in  bankruptcies  have  been 
but  15  percent,  on  an  average,  for  the  last  two 
years.  In  496  bankruptcies,  the  primitive  capital 
was  not  more  than  six  millions  of  francs,  or  £240 
per  individual;  whilst  the  debts  incurred  amounted 
to  forty  millions  of  francs.  Thus  the  average  that 
each  of  these  persons,  with  a capital  of  6,000  francs, 
continued  to  spend,  was  11,300  francs  each  year, 
for  six  years.  [ Courier  Francois. 

Sugar  in  France.  The  Journal  de  Rouen  con- 
tains the  following  letter  from  Havre,  describing 
the  effects  produced  in  that  town  by  the  reduction 
of  the  sugar  duty:  “The  news  of  the  reduction  of 
the  duty  on  sugar  has  been  received  with  the 
greatest  enthusiasm  by  all  classes  of  our  population* 
Not  only  were  all  the  ships  in  harbor  gaily  dressed, 
and  the  houses  adorned  with  tri-colored  flags,  but 
the  laboring  class,  whose  work  was  diminished 
by  the  smallness  of  the  cargoes  of  ships  from  the 
colonies,  paraded  the  streets  in  great  numbers,  pre- 
ceded by  a tri-colored  flag,  with  a sugar  cane  sur- 
mounted by  a nosegay,  below  which  was  beet-root 
covered  with  crape,  with  this  inscription,  ‘Death 
to  the  beet  root.’  ” 

SWEDEN. 

Little  interest  appears  to  be  felt  in  the  affairs 
of  this  country,  which,  however,  upon  the  death 
of  it3  present  sovereign,  will  become  the  theatre  of 
important  events.  To  gratify  such  curiosity  as 
may  be  felt  upon  the  subject,  we  extract  from  an 
English  paper  the  following  statement  of  the 
present  condition  and  future  prospects  of  that 
kingdom: 

Bernadofte,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  with  won- 
derful vigor  of  mind  and  body  for  such  an  age,  is 
still  ruling  the  country,  almost  absolutely  according 
to  his  own  whims.  He  has  hitherto  managed  the 
representative  assembly,  such  as  it  is,  with  little 
difficulty;  and  when  a difference  has  arisen,  he  has 
disregarded  their  opinions.  He  has  gradually  form- 
ed a ministry  of  most  insignificant  persons;  and 
being  really  the  cleverest  man  in  his  council,  he 
pays  not  the  slightest  attention  to  their  opinion  or 
advice.  The  nation  is  becoming  very  much  dis- 
satisfied with  the  management  of  affairs;  but  on 
account  af  Bernadotte’s  military  fame,  the  extreme 
kindness  of  his  manners  in  private  as  well  as  his 
old  age,  the  Swedes  will  probably,  as  long  as  he 
lives,  refrain  from  taking  any  violent  measures  to 
obtain  greatly  needed  reforms  in  the  representa- 
tion in  criminal  and  civil  legislation,  in  education, 
and  in  trade.  For  a quarter  of  a century  no  sys- 
tem has  been  followed — nothing  but  patching  up 
and  getting  rid  of  difficulties  for  the  moment;  in 
which  respect  Swedish  legislation  and  government 
very  much  resemble  our  own.  Disturbances  broke 
out  last  year  at  Stockholm,  in  consequence  chiefly 
of  some  ministerial  tampering  with  the  administra- 
tion of  justice;  and  the  result  was  so  far  good, 
that  it  is  likely  to  deter  men  in  power  from  again 
meddling  with  juries  and  judges.  The  prince  roy- 
al, too,  from  that  time  seems  to  have  taken  his 
parti.  Till  then,  prince  Oscar  was  known  only  as 
a good  husband,  a veracious  man,  of  pleasing  man- 
ners and  accomplished  in  literature  and  the  arts. 
Few  had  any  idea  of  his  public  principles.  He 
avoided  political  discussions,  and  had  surrounded 
himself  with  persons  as  insignificant  as  his  father’s 
ministers;  so  the  nation  could  not  tell  what  to  ex- 
pect. 

Serious  alarm  arose  among  the  friends  of  the 
Bernadotte  dynasty;  for  it  was  evident  that  the 
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;,vedes  would  not  endure  from  a young  man,  the 
misgovernment  which  they  tolerate  in  the  present 
.tin*1-.  Prince  Oscar,  however,  is  now  known  as 
l ie°author  of  two  very  liberal  articles  in  the  go  - 
. eminent  paper — the  only  liberal  ones  which  could 
l ave  been  inserted  there.  One  relates  to  national 
education,  the  other  to  a municipal  law  for  the 
.hole  country.  When  the  king  was  absent  last 
viater  for  six  months  in  Norway,  Oscar,  at  the 
head  of  the  government  exhibited  much  assiduity 
and  good  principle.  He  declared  himself  strongly 
,0-ainst  all  exceptional  laws,  the  punishment  of 
death,  corporal  punishment,  and  restrictions  on 
commerce.  He  has  discarded  most  of  his  insigni- 
ficant courtiers,  and  replaced  them  by  men  of  good 
eputation  and  influence  in  society.  The  two  last 
chamberlains  are  baron  Wrede  and  count  Spare, 
men  of  great  learning  und  unblemished  character. 
Sweden  therefore  indulges  in  pleasing  anticipation 
of  benefit  from  the  reign  of  Bernadotte’s  successor, 
and  the  only  fear  arises  from  the  knowledge  that 
ihe  fair  promises  of  a prince  heir-apparent  are  sel- 
dom fulfilled  by  a king. 

The  Swedish  army.  Samuel  Laing,  esq.  has 
lately  published  an  interesting  tour  in  Sweden. — 

In  speaking  of  a company  of  soldiers  that  he  met 
at  Westeraus,  he  says/ “their  evening  parade 
upon  the  street  before  the  door  struck  me  very 
much.  Alter  the  roll  was  called,  and  the  reports 
and  orders  delivered,  the  commanding  officer  called 
one  of  the  soldiers  out  ot  the  ranks,  it  appeared  to 
me  without  turn  or  selection,  and  the  whole  compa- 
ny taking  otf  their  caps  at  once,  the  man  repeated 
the  Lord’s  prayer,  after  which  they  all  sang  a hymn 
very  beautifully,  and  the  parade  was  dismissed. — 
This  morning  early,  about  two  o’clock,  the  compa- 
ny mustered  before  the  door  again  to  march  to  their 
next  halting  place  before  the  heat  of  the  day  set  in. 
Between  sleeping  and  waking  I heard  the  same 
service  repeated — the  Lord’s  prayer  and  a morning 
hymn  sung — before  they  marched  off.  The  service 
was  not  hurried  over.  It  lasted  from  fifteen  to 
twenty  minutes,  and  was  gone  through  as  slowly 
and  solemnly  as  in  any  religious  meeting.  This  is 
a remnant  of  the  military  practice  of  the  great 
Gustavus  Adolphus.” 

PRUSSIA. 

A Berlin  letter  of  the  31st  ult.  says  that  a disease 
strongly  resembling  the  Asiatic  cholera  had  prevail- 
ed for  several  days,  both  in  that  city  and  Potts- 
dam,  from  which  several  persons  had  died,  alter  an 
illness  of  only  a few  hours. 

Kin<r  Otho,  of  Greece,  has  been  on  a visit  to 
Prussia.  He  travels  under  the  title  of  count  Misso 
longho. 

RUSSIAN  AFFAIRS. 

The  envoy  of  the  emperor  of  Russia  has  com 
municated  to  the  department  of  state  the  following 
notice  to  vessels  trading  to  the  Russian  ports  on  the 
Baltic. 

The  imperial  government,  having  received  the 
most  satisfactory  information  with  regard  to  the 
means  employed  for  the  purification  of  vessels  and 
goods  in  the  English  quarantine  establishments  at 
Stangate  creek,  Milford  haven,  and  mother  bank, 
near~Portsmouth,  has  determined  that  henceforth 
all  vessels  with  their  cargoes  of  suspected  goods 
which  may  have  peen  purified  in  either  of  those  three 
establishments,  should  be  admitted  into  the  Russian 
ports  on  the  Baltic  on  presenting  a ceitificate  prov- 
ing that  they  have  been  there  purified,  without  un- 
der»oinIT  any  other  quarantine.  They  will,  how- 
ever, continue  to  obtain  an  attestation  to  the  same 
effect  liom  the  Danish  quarantine  establishments. 

The  Pickwick  papers  have  been  translated  into 
the  Russian  language. 

A paper  of  St.  Petersburg  gives  an  account  of  a 
village  called  Fedorowka,  at  the  foot  of  a mountain 
on  the  banks  of  the  Wolga,  the  inhabitants  of  which 
on  the  niMit  of  the  15th  June  w'ere  awakened  by  a 
nrise  resembling  that  of  an  earthquake;  and  on 
rushing  out  found  that  great  part  of  the  village  had 
bicoine  detached  from  the  mountain,  and  was  mov- 
ini,  towards  the  river.  The  motion  was  similar  to 
that  of  an  immense  raft  floating  on  an  agitated  sea. 

The  undulations  continued  for  three  successive 
flays  and  then  subsided;  no  more  than  seven  houses 
■were  destroyed  or  rendered  uninhabitable.  Many 
ponds  and  other  pieces  of  water  were  covered  with 
mounds  of  earth,  and  where  no  water  had  been, 
small  pools  were  formed.  No  lives  were  lost.— 
The  circumstance  is  accounted  for  by  the  village 
having  been  built  upon  an  alluvial  soil,  and  the 
river/having  undermined  the  soft  earth,  had,  it  is 
supposed,  at”5 length  rendered  it  partially  hollow,  so 
as  to  give  way  under  its  own  weight. 

A letter  from  Moscow  states  that  the  rebuilding 
of  the  Kremlin,  which  is  confided  to  the  baron  de 
Bode,  one  of  the  crown  architects,  is  proceeding 
with  great  activity.  It  is  built  in  the  old  style  of 


Russo-Tartar  architecture.  Upon  the  roof  there  i3 
to  be  a terem,  or  large  pavillion,  in  form  of  a tent, 
such  as  was  found  in  all  the  places  of  residence  of  the 
ancient  czars,  and  in  which  they  shut  up  their  wo- 
men. The  interiorof  the  palace  will  correspond  with 
the  exterior:  the  disposition  of  the  apartments,  their 
form,  ornaments,  tapestry,  and  furniture,  even  to 
the  most  minute  details,  are  to  be  in  the  Russo- 
Tartar  style.  Baron  de  Bode  in  a letter  to  the 
Morning  Chronicle,  says  the  person  who  superin- 
tends the  building  is  his  younger  brother,  one  of 
the  emperor’s  chamberlains. 

An  immense  conflagration  took  place  at  Konigs- 
berg  in  Prussia,  originating  in  the  spontaneous 
combustion  of  a quantity  of  damp  hemp.  The  fire 
has  destroyed  20,000  quarters  ol  corn,  besides  7,000 
barrels  of  tar,  and  large  quantities  of  hemp,  flax, 
pitch,  and  spirits.  Ten  large  warehouses  have 
been  destroyed,  and  the  loss  is  estimated  at 
£100,000. 

Review  of  Russian  troops.  The  review  at  Boro- 
dino was  upon  a scale  of  great  magnificence.  The 
number  of  troops  was  140,000.  A place  for  the 
emperor  and  his  family  and  their  guests  was  con- 
structed, containing  two  hundred  rooms.  About  a 
thousand  yaids  from  the  palace,  buildings  in  imita- 
tion of  a small  town  were  erected,  containing  in  the 
centre  a French  restaurant,  the  saloons  and  apart- 
ments of  which  were  splendidly  furnished.  This 
was  surrounded  by  Russian  and  German  houses  of 
entertainment.  At  the  distance  of  300  yards  on 
each  side  were  four  large  buildings,  each  contain- 
ing 89  chambers,  intended  for  foreigners  and  gene- 
ral officers,  behind  which  were  dwellings  for  their 
servants,  with  coach-houses  and  stabling.  On  one 
side  were  buildings  for  blacksmiths,  shoemakers, 
and  tailors;  also,  two  large  ovens  and  slaughter- 
houses, where  one  hundred  oxen,  with  a propor- 
tionate number  of  calves,  sheep,  &c.  might  be  killed 
daily.  In  addition,  there  were  a spacious  hospital 
and  a post-house,  with  one  hundred  and  fifty  horses, 
to  convey  passengers  to  and  from  Moscow,  a dis 
tance  of  eight  leagues;  also,  an  establishment  for 
100  washerwomen,  warm  baths,  magazines,  &.c. 

At  each  angle  of  this  temporary  town  four  towers 
were  raised,  which  were  illuminated  at  night. — 
The  cabinet  makers  sent  1,000  sofas  and  620,000 
chairs  from  Moscow.  The  cost  of  all  these  things 
is  said  to  have  exceeded  3,000,000  roubles. 

Russia,  at  this  moment,  in  point  of  military  spirit 
and  rigorous  discipline,  is  like  what  Persia  was 
during  the  early  days  of  Cyrus — or  like  Rome  in 
the  times  of  Torquatus,  who  put  to  death  his  son 
for  disobeying  orders — or  like  Prussia  under  the 
first  Fredericks — or  like  any  other  nation  distin 
guished  for  great  conquests  which,  in  its  incipient 
career,  possessed  the  hardy  virtues.  She  presents 
a spectacle  of  unusual  interest  to  the  people  of  this 
country — for  the  United  States  and  Russia  are  the 
only  two  empires  ol  the  world  that  are  now  emi 
nsntly  progressive.  In  one  liberty  prevails,  giving 
full  freedom  to  individual  action — the  despotic  prin 
ciple  is  the  soul  of  the  other,  whereby  all  personal 
activity  is  concentrated  and  controlled  by  the  energy 
of  a single  will.  In  the  drama  of  the  coming  age 
these  two  great  powers  will  sustain  pi*>minent 
parts.  I Baltimore  American 

The  Jews  in  Russia.  Hitherto  the  title  of  citizens 
of  the  first  class  could  not  be  held  by  the  Jews  in 
Russia.  The  emperor  has  just  issued  an  order  to 
the  minister  of  the  interior,  by  which  this  title  may 
be  held  for  any  eminent  service  rendered  to  the 
state,  either  in  art,  science,  manufactures,  trade  or 
otherwise. 

SPAIN. 

Public  debt  of  Spain.  At  the  present  moment 
the  following  details  respecting  the  liabilities  of  the 
Spanish  government  may  be  acceptable  to  a large 
portion  of  our  readers: 

Domestic  debt,  bearing  interest  up 

to  1834,  £9,130,000 

Without  interest,  same  date,  33,430,000 


Together  47,560,000 

Foreign  debt,  £25,440,000 

Cortes  loans,  16,600,000 

Together,  40,040,000 

In  1834  the  unliquidated  claims  on  the  Spanish 
government  amounted  to  £277,000,000. 

The  arrears  of  interest  in  1834  on  £14,090,000, 
cortes  bonds,  since  November,  1823,  are  about 
£7,000,000. 

In  1834  the  estimated  amount  required  to  dis- 
charge the  interest  on  the  acknowledged  debt  was 
£3,400,000  annually,  while  the  expenditure,  in- 
cluding the  amount  due  for  interest  on  the  debt,  ex- 
ceeded £9,000,000  annually. 

The  Spanish  securities  which  have  been  intro- 
duced into  the  London  market  are  as  under: 


Spanish  consolidated  five  per  cents.  {Active).  In 
1834  a loan  of  £4,000,000  was  raised  in  London 
and  Paris  for  the  Spanish  government,  at  60  per 
cent,  and  at  the  same  time  the  old  cortes  loans  of 
1S21  and  1823  were  recognised,  two-thirds  being 
converted  into  active  debt,  and  consolidated  with 
this  loan.  The  dividends  are  payable  on  the  1st  of 
May  and  the  1st of  November,  in  London,  Paris, 
and  Madrid.  The  bonds  are  for  sums  of  £42  10s. 
£85,  £170,  £255,  £340,  £510,  £1,020,  respec- 
tively. No  dividends  have  been  paid  on  these  for 
some  time. 

Deferred  debt.  At  the  period  of  the  conversion 
of  the  cortes  bonds  in  1S34  the  arrears  of  interest 
amounted  to  55  per  cent,  no  dividend  having  been 
received  for  eleven  years.  In  exchange  for  the 
coupons  the  holder  received  deferred  bonds,  which 
were  to  be  gradually  converted  into  active  debt, 
commencing  on  the  2d  of  May,  1838,  when  one- 
twellth  of  the  deferred  debt  was  converted  into  ac- 
tive; the  bonds  to  be  determined  by  lot;  to  be  con- 
tinued on  the  same  day  in  each  successive  year  un- 
til the  2d  of  May,  1849.  No  interest  has,  we  are 
informed,  ever  been  paid  on  these  bonds. 

Passive.  This  arose  from  the  conversion  of  the 
cortes  bonds  in  1834,  when  two-thirds  became  ac- 
tive, and  one-third  passive.  It  was  arranged  that 
sufficient  passive  debts  should  be  converted  annual- 
ly to  replace  the  amount  of  active  cancelled  by  the 
sinking  fund,  to  commence  on  the  2d  May,  1836; 
but  no  conversation  ha3  yet  taken  place,  nor  have 
any  dividends  been  paid. 

Three  per  cents. — Originated  in  1831.  by  the  con- 
version of  about  £4,000,000  cortes  bonds.  The 
dividends  were  payable  on  the  1st  of  April  and  the 
1st  of  October,  but  there  are  several  now  unpaid. 

Indemnity  bonds,  five  per  cents.  These  bonds 
were  issued  in  1828,  to  liquidate  certain  claims 
made  upon  Spain  by  British  merchants  and  others. 
The  amount  is  about  £600,000,  and  the  loan  is 
liable  to  redemption,  at  60  percent,  at  the  pleasure  of 
the  Spanish  government.  The  dividends  are  paya- 
ble on  the  1st  March  and  the  1st  September.  Since 
1837  no  dividends  have  been  paid. 

PORTUGAL. 

The  Portuguese  slave  trade.  Hatred  towards  the 
British  increases  every  day.  Lord  Howard  de 
Walden  has  shown  that  England  is  no  longer  to  be 
trifled  with,  either  on  the  subject  of  the  slave  trade, 
or  on  that  of  the  British  military  claims  for  ser- 
vice rendered.  Thus  the  government  being  no 
longer  able  to  cajole,  betake  themselves  to  threaten 
the  English,  and  their  papers  openly  advocate  as- 
sassination and  confiscation  against  the  British  re- 
sidents. 

One  wild  specimen  of  individual  anger  may  be 
quoted:  notwithstanding  its  bombast,  it  gives  a 
correct  idea  of  the  popular  feeling: 

Declaration.  I declare  that  upon  the  first  insult 
which  shall  be  offered  to  the  Portuguse  flag  by  any 
British  naval  force,  from  that  moment  I swear 
eternal  war  to  the  English,  and  to  their  commerce, 
offering  myself  as  captain  or  soldier  to  the  first 
corsair  which  may  be  armed.  I equally  affirm,  that 
on  the  arrival  of  this  information  I will  burn,  in 
the  public  square,  all  my  effects  of  clothes  of  Eng- 
lish manufacture;  and  I likewise  proclaim  eternal 
hatred  against  all  those  favorable  to  the  English, 
who  will  deserve  greater  execration  than  the  jaco- 
bins of  other  days. 

Jo ao  Pedro  Santa  Clara  de  Silva  Lemos. 
turkey. 

According  to  news  from  Constantinople,  the 
young  sultan  was  to  appear  in  public  for  the  first 
time,  on  the  lltli,  in  the  new  costume  introduced 
by  his  father;  all  the  efforts  of  the  Sheik  Islam, 
and  the  Ulemas  to  induce  him  to  wear  the  turban 
and  the  ancient  costume,  having  failed. 

Egyptian  affairs.  The  viceroy  of  Egypt  has 
made  an  expedition  to  Nigrilia,  attended  by  engi- 
neers, scientific  men,  and  several  of  the  chief  offi- 
cers of  his  court.  The  reports  w'hich  had  been 
made  to  him  of  the  fertility  of  the  soil,  mildness  of 
the  climate,  and  value  of  the  minerals  of  that  re- 
gion, was  fully  confirmed  by  his  personal  inspec- 
tion. This  province,  in  the  very  heart  of  Africa, 
is,  in  natural  gifts,  one  of  the  finest  countries  in  the 
world.  The  inhabitants  are  of  the  wildest  and 
most  uncivilized  character,  with  the  most  primitive 
means  of  living,  in  some  parts  having  no  better 
agricultural  implements  than  a sharp  pointed  slick, 
and,  in  others,  subsisting  principally  on  the  bark  of 
a kind  of  tree. 

The  inhabitants  are  Mahometans,  except  the 
slaves,  who  are  of  no  religion.  The  cotton  plant 
grows  to  an  extraordinary  height,  and  all  kinds  of 
vegetation  flourish  in  a wonderful  degree— a single 
seed  yielding  fifty  and  sixty  fold.  The  vine  and 
the  fig  tree  grow  wild,  and  the  cultivation  of  indigo 
1 is  carried  on  extensively. 
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The  mines  are  very  rich,  and  promise  to  yield  an 
immense  revenue.  The  viceroy  lias  founded  a 
city  to  be  called  Mehemet  Ali,  at  which  every  one 
is  allowed  to  establish  himself  freely.  The  sheiks 
and  chiefs,  who  are  delighted  with  the  visits  and 
the  presents  of  the  viceroy,  promised  to  bring 
twenty-four  thousand  men  to  work  the  mines;  as  a 
great  portion  of  the  work  would  require  mechanics 
and  engineers,  fifteen  hundred  other  families  wrere 
added  by  the  viceroy.  The  officers  who  are  left 
there  have  instructions,  not  only  to  work  the  mines, 
but  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  inhabitants,  by 
instructing  them  in  agriculture  and  the  other  arts 
of  civilization,  by  distributing  seeds  and  imple- 
ments, and  other  things  necessary  for  their  use. 

Particular  attention  is  to  be  paid  to  the  cultiva- 
tion of  cotton,  indigo,  and  the  sugar  cane,  and  the 
government  exacts,  for  the  present,  no  duty  upon 
agriculture,  with  a promise  that  the  duty,  when  im- 
posed, shall  not  exceed  ten  per  cent. 

The  viceroy  gave  orders  also  for  the  liberation  of 
slaves,  and  for  the  proper  administration  of  justice. 
At  Cartoum,  through  which  he  passed  on  his  way, 
he  found  several  sects  of  Christians,  who  were  de- 
sirous of  erecting  a church  for  their  common  use — 
and  he  immediately  issued  a firman  authorising  its 
erection.  The  viceroy  contemplates  penetrating 
the  province  with  a rail  road,  for  which  the  coun- 
try furnishes  abundance  of  iron,  and  also  to  con- 
nect it  with  the  Nile  by  a canal.  He  has  also  pr  o-  I 
mised  to  take  the  sons  of  the  chiefs  of  Egypt  arid 
have  them  educated  in  his  school,  after  which  they 
are  to  be  returned  to  Nigritia,  The  chiefs  accept- 
ed the  proposition  with  joy. 

The  results  which  may  follow  the  expedition  can 
hardly  now  be  sufficiently  estimated.  This  im- 
mense province  so  rich  in  climate,  soil  and  produc- 
tion, will  be  added  to  the  political  and  commercial 
world,  and  will  prove  a new  element  in  that  “ba- 
lance of  power”  which  has  engaged  so  much  of  the 
attention  of  statesmen. 

The  viceroy  received,  during  his  journey,  pre- 
sents from  the  king  of  Abyssinia,  and  sent  back 
his  messengers  with  magnificent  gifts.  The  Cairo 
Journal  thus  reports  the  speech  of  the  viceroy  to 
the  assembled  sheiks.  [ Providence  Journal. 

“All  the  civilized  nations  of  the  earth  were  ori- 
ginally in  the  state  in  which  you  are  at  present. 
They  had  the  happiness  to  meet  those  chosen  men, 
beloved  of  heaven,  who  marked  out  for  them  the 
paths  of  civilization  and  prosperity.  May  heaven 
have  selected  me  as  the  instrument  of  your  welfare, 
and  may  I draw  you  from  this  w'retched  condition! 

I hope  at  the  same  time,  that  you  will,  on  your 
part,  exert  yourselves  to  leave  it.  You  have  a fine 
country,  of  immense  extent,  swarming  with  inhabi- 
tants, your  forests  are  filled  with  animals,  nay,  your 
country  is  the  finest  in  Africa,  one  ofthe  five  quar- 
ters of  the  world,  and  the  advantages  of  abundance 
and  commerce  are  in  your  reach.  Egypt,  which  is 
but  360  miles  long  and  240  broad,  is  everywhere 
renowned  for  the  plenteousness  of  its  harvests,  but 
that  plenteousness  can  only  be  obtained  by  labor. 
Nigritia,  without  speaking  of  the  shores  of  the 
White  and  Blue  rivers,  has  the  isle  of  the  Sennaar, 
which  is  of  itself  ten  times  larger  than  Egypt. 
Men  cannot  thrive  without  labor.” 

On  saying,  these  words,  his  highness  did  all  he 
could  to  make  them  understand  this  fundamental 
maxim.  The  viceroy  then  explained  to  them,  in  a 
manner  suitable  to  their  capacity,  the  utility  of 
agriculture  and  commerce.  They  agreed  in  their 
answers  that  they  were  in  a state  of  absolute  igno- 
rance, and  expressed  a desire  of  seeing  Egpyt. 

“Seeing  is  one  thing,  and  understanding  is  ano- 
ther,” replied  his  highness;  “but  if  you  will  send 
your  children  to  Egypt,  l will  feed  them,  clothe  them, 
have  them  instructed  in  the  schools  I have  founded, 
and  when  they  are  grown  up,  and  their  education 
is  finished,  my  greatest  satisfaction  will  be  to  re- 
turn tile cn  to  your  arms.”  All  the  sheiks  promised 
to  send  their  children,  and  the  sheiks  of  this  isle 
said,  “your  highness  1 have  no  children,  but  I will 
send  you  my  brother’s  son.” 

His  highness  considers  the  region  of  the  Nile 
to  be  a very  fine  country,  but  thinks  that  Nigritia 
will,  in  a hundred  years  appear  like  a new  Ameri- 
ca. The  beauty  of  the  country  is  wonderfulfthe 
air  is  so  pure  and  favorable,  that  his  highness,  the 
viceroy,  who  is  71  years  of  age,  appeared  to  have 
become  as  young  as  25. 

[There  must  be  some  error  in  the  terms  of  the 
above  statement.  The  viceroy  could  hardly  have 
penetrated  to  Nigritia,  (Soudan),  which  lies  in  the 
very  centre  of  the  continent  of  Africa,  and  2,000 
miles,  or  more,  from  Cairo.  It  is  more  probable 
that  the  country  of  Nubia  or  Abyssinia  is  meant, 
especially  as  the  Wfiite  and  Blue  rivers  rise  in  and 
flow  through  those  countries,  and  do  not  approach 
within  a thousand  miles  of  Nigritia.  Cartoum,  or 
Harloome,  mentioned  above,  as  situated  at  the 


junction  of  the  While  and  Blue  rivere,  (which 
there  form  the  Nile),  and  is  in  Nubia,  about  100 
miles  below  Sennaar,  sppken  of  as  being  in  Nigri- 
tia, but  in  fact  1,200  miles  east  of  it. 

AFRICAN  AFFAIRS. 

The  European  population  of  the  French  posses- 
sions in  North  Africa,  exclusive  ofthe  troops,  was 
calculated  on  the  1st  July,  at  22,607  individuals. — 
Of  these  9,708  were  French,  2,533  English,  6,969 
Spaniards,  2,304  Italians,  and  1,093  Germans,  Rus- 
sians, Greeks,  Portuguese.  &c. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Wilson,  missionary  at 
Cape  Palmas,  dated  Oct.  1838.  In  his  remarks  on 
the  Grebo  tribe,  and  some  others  inhabiting  the 
coast,  he  says: 

“The  will  of  the  people  is  the  law  of  (he  land, 
and  no  man  can  prosper  who  does  not  conciliate 
public  opinion.  If  he  is  more  successful  than  the 
rest  of  his  townsmen  in  accumulating  property,  he 
becomes  the  subject  of  jealousy,  and  he  lifts  his 
head  above  the  common  level  only  to  be  brought 
down.  Some  charge  or  other  is  preferred  against 
him.  He  has  grown  too  saucy- — -he  ha3  defrauded 
the  people— he  is  guilty  of  witchcraft — or  something 
of  the  kind  is  got  up  as  a pretext  for  confiscating 
his  property,  anfl  in  the  course  of  a few  hours  he  is 
reduced  from  affluence  (the  fruits  of  a long  life  of 
industry  and  economy)  to  abject  poverty.” 

This  is  African  agrarianism,  and  abundantly  ac- 
I counts  for  the  poverty,  and  misery,  and  degradation 
and  slavery  in  which  the  whole  of  Africa  is  found. 
Who  will  labor,  or  who  will  economise  and  save, 
where  all  property  is  held  by  so  precarious  a tenure! 

[See  Jlfrican  Repository,  No.  16,  for  Sept.  1839. 
Liberia.  We  learn  from  a letter  from  the  general 
agent  of  the  Colonization  society,  that  the  most 
prosperous  settlement  in  Libeiia  is  composed  of 
Africans  captured  by  our  cruisers,  under  the  laws 
for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  or  those  ille- 
gally introduced  into  the  United  States — principal- 
ly Ehoes  and  Congoes.  They-number  about  300, 
and  are  making  rapid  progress  in  civilization. — 
Nearly  one-fifth  of  them  have  been  converted,  and 
are  orderly  members  of  churches. 

In  the  last  expedition  of  the  Saluda  were  seven 
men,  natives  of  the  Mozambique  coast,  taken  by 
the  marshal  of  Florida  under  this  act,  and  sent  to 
join  the  settlement.  Land  is  allotted  to  them  the 
same  as  to  those  sent  out  by  the  Colonization  socie- 
ty, and  the  same  attention  is  paid  to  their  comfort. 

Slave  traffic  under  the  American  flag.  A corres- 
pondent of  the  Journal  of  Commerce,  writing  from 
Havana,  under  date  September  24th,  enumerates  the 
following  vessels  sailing  under  American  colors,  as 
engaged,  or  about  to  engage  in  the  trade  in  slaves, 
between  that  port  and  the  coast  of  Africa: 

The  schooner  Hound,  of  Baltimore,  sailed. 
Nymph,  do.  do.  fitting  out. 

Cutter  Campbell,  nearly  ready. 

The  above  vessels  are  all  commanded  by  Ameri- 
cans. 

“The  brig  Union  of  New  York,”  says  the  Jour- 
nal’s correspondent  “is  almost  ready.” 

The  Brazilian  slave  trade.  From  official  returns 
of  vessels  engaged  in  the  slave  trade  to  the  coast  of 
Brazil,  under  the  Portuguese  flags,  for  the  several 
months  of  the  year  1838,  it  appears  that  during  that 
year  eighty-four  vessels  entered  the  port  of  Rio  de 
Janeiro,  and  that  by  them  36,974  slaves  were  im- 
ported, and  further,  that  an  apparent  reduction  in 
the  number  compared  with  1S37  is  accounted  for, 
not  by  any  falling  off  in  this  infamous  traffic,  but  by 
the  fact  that  several  o!  the  traders  have  ordered  their 
vessels  to  discharge  at  other  ports  of  Brazil,  and  fit 
out  from  thence. 

The  following  is  the  draft  of  a note  sent  by  lord 
Palmerston  to  lord  Howard  de  Walden,  the  British 
minister  at  Lisbon,  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Portu- 
guese government: 

•■‘Foreign  office,  April  20th,  1839. 
“The  African  seas  and  the  Atlantic  swarm  with 
vessels  bearing  the  flag  of  Portugal,  and  loaded  deep 
with  human  victims. 

In  1837,  48  vessels  bearing  the  Portuguese  flag, 
entered  the  port  of  Havana,  after  having  landed 
slaves  in  the  neighborhood;  and  in  1838,  44  Portu- 
guese vessels  followed  in  the  same  course;  and  reck- 
oning upon  an  average  443  slaves  for  each  vessel, 
the  number  of  slaves  landed  in  Cuba  by  these  Por- 
tuguese vessels  must  have  been  at  least  40,7(10. 

“But  the  numbpr  of  Portuguese  slave  vessels 
which  carry  on  the  trade  with  Brazil,  is  still  great- 
er. At  Rio  de  Janeiro  above  93  slave  vessels,  un- 
der the  Portuguese  flag,  are  reported  as  having 
landed  in  the  province  to  which  that  capital  be- 
longs, the  enormous  number  of  41,600  slaves.  In 
the  year  1828,  S4  Portuguese  vessels  landed  in  the 
same  province  36,700  slaves. 

“Foreign  office,  April  30 th,  1839. 
“The  cruelty  with  which  the  trade  is  carried  on, 
has  not  been  lessened  in  these  latter  days.  It  has 


( been  stated,  during  the  last  year,  that  ‘in  thes- 
■ .slave  ships  hundred  of  negroes  are,  during  Ion, 

I voyages  crammed  into  spaces  fur  too  small  to  con 
tain  them,  without  the  greatest  degree  of  bodily 
suffering;  that  the  slave  traders,  when  chased  an 
in  the  habit  of  throwing  overboard  into  the  sea,  tho3i 
negroes  whose  health  has  been  broken  down  undei 
the  torture  of  their  confinement;  and  that,  in  orde. 
to  lighten  their  ship,  and  facilitate  their  escape,  the\ 
actually  drown  such  of  their  cargo  as  are  not  likely 
to  be  profitable  for  sale  in  the  market  to  which  the;, 
are  going.’  ” 

SOUTH  SEA  ISLAND  AND  COLUMBIA  RIVER. 

From  Columbia  river.  The  Sandwich  Island 
Gazette  ofthe  2d  February,  announces  the  arrival 
of  the  Nereide,  from  Columbia  river,  the  captain  ol 
which  informs  the  editor  that  previous  to  his  leav- 
ing the  river  the  express  had  arrived  from  England, 
but  unfortunately  in  running  a rapid  on  the  22d 
October  one  ofthe  boats  filled  and  upset,  by  which 
accident  Messrs.  Banks  and  Wallace,  two  English 
gentlemen  (botanists)  travelling  for  scientific  pur- 
poses were  drowned- — also  Mrs.  Wallace,  Air.  La 
Blac  and  two  children;  besides  three  other  men  and 
three  of  their  children.  Mr.  Tod  (chief  factor), 
Mr.  John  McLaughlin,  Mr.  Forresr,  and  Messrs. 
Blanchet  and  Demere  (two  Catholic  priests),  all  ar- 
rived safe  at  Vancouver  on  the  24th  November. 

Silk  culture  in  the  Sandwich  islands.  The  ship 
Lausanne,  about  sailing  from  New  York  with  mis- 
sionaries to  the  Sandw  ich  Islands,  takes  out  a large 
number  of  trees  of  the  morus  multicanlis,  for  the 
purpose  of  forming  plantations  there.  These  islands 
says  the  New  York  Star  are  very  favorably  located 
for  the  culture  of  the  tree,  and  the  rearing  of  the 
silk  worm;  and  a new  and  wide  field,  will,  no  doubt, 
be  opened  there  for  the  sale  of  multicaulis.  Those 
comprising  the  present  shipment  were  purchased 
from  the  plantations  of  Flushing,  at  $100  per  hun- 
dred, they  being  of  a large  size  and  carefully  se- 
lected. 

A person  styling  himself  “Charles  Baron  de 
Thierry,  sovereign  chief  king  of  Rahaheva,”  acting 
“in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  the  aborigines  of 
New  Zealand,”  has  “given”  w hat  he  has  pleased  to 
call  “a  decree”  from  Mount  Isabel,  in  the  province 
of  Hokianga,  the  7th  day  of  March,  1839.”  King 
Charles  graciously  declares,  that  by  his  permission, 
the  “tribes,”  now  living  on  lands  which  he  may 
hereafter  purchase,  may  continue  to  dwell  on  them ; 
that  he  will  advertise  for  sale,  every  three  months, 
such  lands  as  he  may  choose  to  dispose  of  by  auc- 
tion; that  the  minimum  price  shall  be  5s.  an  acre; 
that  25  per  cent,  of  the  receipts  from  the  sales  of 
land  shall  be  devoted  to  local  improvements  of  va- 
rious sorts,  and  another  25  per  cent,  to  the  im- 
provement ofthe  aborigines;  that  he  will  notoppose 
the  purchase  of  lands  by  companies  or  individuals, 
but  will  not  enforce  such  contracts,  unless  his  own 
royal  rights  are  acknowledged.  This  is  the  sub- 
tance  of  king  Charles’  very  potent  decree. 

SOUTH  AMERICA. 

Latest  from  Montevideo.  The  barque  Lark,  cap- 
fain  Lowry,  arrived  at  Philadelphia,  on  Monday, 
in  fifteen  days  from  Montevideo,  whence  she  sailed 
on  the  16th  of  August;  at  which  time  the  French 
blockade  of  Buenos  Ayres  was  strictly  enforced, 
with  no  prospect  of  a speedy  settlement.  Captain 
Lowry  informs  us  that  on  the  8th  of  August,  all  the 
smaller  vessels  of  the  French  blockading  squadron, 
together  with  the  fleet  of  the  Montevideo  vessels, 
left  that  port  to  proceed  up  to  (he  island  of  Martin 
Garcia,  to  join  general  La  Zalla,  (ex-governor  of 
Buenos  Ayres),  and  to  attack  Buenos  Ayres  on  the 
15th  of  August;  but  owing  to  bad  weather  from  the 
15th  to  the  17th  of  August,  they  have  not  heard  any 
account  of  them. 

The  Royal  Jamaica  Gazette  ofthe  31st  of  August 
gives  the  following  account  of  the  destruction3  by 
fire  of  the  city  of  Quibuo,  on  the  Spanish  Maine: 

“By  papers  from  the  Spanish  coast,  intelligence 
has  been  received  of  the  almost  total  destruction  by 
fire  of  the  city  of  Quibdo,  capital  ofthe  province  of 
Choco.  The  event  took  place  on  the  5th  August. 
The  ruin  and  desolation  caused  within  the  short 
space  of,  three  or  four  hours,  were  tiuly  deplorable, 
thousands  of  comfortable  and  wealthy  families 
having  been  in  that  time  reduced  to  a state  of  utter 
destitution. 

“The  fire  commenced  at  half  past  three  o’clock 
in  the  morning;  and  although  by  rare  felicity,  no 
life  was  lost,  the  most  dreadful  spectacle  was  pre- 
sented by  the  livid  flames,  which  ascended  as  if  to 
heaven,  and  from  their  contrast  with  the  darkness 
of  the  night,  served  only  to  exhibit  to  the  wretched 
sufferers  their  dreadful  loss.  The  edifices  being 
chiefly  built  of  wood,  and  thatched  with  reeds  and 
straw,  gave  no  obstruction  to  the  rapidity  of  the 
devouring  element,  and  in  a few  hours  the  capital 
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of  Choco  was  reduced  to  ashes  and  ruins,  amidst 
the  shrieks  and  lamentations  of  the  citizens,  who, 
being  despoiled  of  all  they  possessed  were  them- 
selves preserved  from  the  wreck  only  to  be  exposed 
to  a more  prolonged  life  of  poverty  and  wretched- 
ness. The  loss  in  merchandise  alone  is  estimated 
at  one  million  of  dollars.” 

Buenos  Ayres.  Accounts  from  Buenos  Ayres,  of 
the  29th  of  August,  speak  of  a severe  gale  in  which 
the  U.  S.  ship  Fairfield  lost  2 men;  the  English  brig 
Grecian,  2;  and  a French  man-of-war  3.  A large 
French  schooner,  of  the  French  blockading  squa- 
dron, went  down  at  her  anchorage  with  all  on  board. 

WEST  INDIA  ISLANDS. 

Ouba.  On  the  21st  his  excellency  Don  Claudio 
Martinez  deTenillos,  Conde  de  Villanueve,  &c.  &c. 
was  reinstated  in  his  offices  of  superintendent  of 
the  Island  of  Cuba  and  intendent  of  the  city  of  Ha- 
vana, by  a royal  order  most  flattering  and  grateful 
to  his  feelings.  He  had  been  some  months  since 
invited  by  the  ministry  then  in  powrer  to  retire 
from  office  for  a year,  for  the  recovery  of  his  health! 
This  gentleman’s  reputation  is  not  confined  to  Ha- 
vana. Both  in  Europe  and  the  United  States  his 
talents,  experience  and  exalted  character  are  well 
appreciated.  He  has  been  some  15  years  in  office. 

Havana.  Advices  from  Havana  to  the  6th  inst. 
have  been  received  by  the  editors  of  the  New  Or- 
leans Bulletin.  They  announce  that  the  yellow  fe- 
ver has  entirely  disappeared,  and  that  business  is 
commencing  to  assume  a very  promising  appear- 
ance. The  dates  from  Vera  Cruz  are  to  the  15th, 
and  from  Jamaica  to  the  25th  ultimo,  stating  that 
matters  in  general  in  those  two  places  are  pretty 
much  in  statu  quo. 

“The  season  in  Cuba,  (says  the  correspondent  of 
the  Bulletin)  has  been  an  uncommonly  fine  one  for 
the  agricultural  interests.  The  rains  came  on  sea- 
sonably and  not  with  too  much  force,  and  both  su- 
gar and  coffee  promise  a full  remuneration  to  the 
cultivators.  Of  the  latter  the  production  is  dimi- 
nishing, but  the  former,  on  the  contrary,  is  every 
year  on  the  increase. 

Earthquakes.  Aug.  2.  An  alarming  shock  was 
felt  at  Burbadoes.  July  30th,  there  was  a slight 
shock  at  St.  Christopher.  Aug.  2d,  an  earthquake 
was  felt  at  Grenada.  July  29,  a smart  shock  was 
felt  at  Saint  Lucia.  A terrible  shock  was  felt  at 
Martinique  Aug.  2. 

From  the  Martinique  Mercury. 

We  have  heard  from  Fort  Royal  that  many  walls 
had  fallen.  The  roof  and  part  of  a house  in  Grand 
Rue  fell  and  wounded  two  workmen;  anothei\,man, 
who  was  endeavoring  to  fly  from  the  danger,  was 
also  hurt.  Behold  in  the  short  space  of  six  months 
two  earthquakes,  the  violence  of  which  were  never 
before  known  in  this  colony!  Without  endeavoring 
to  seek  into  the  cause,  we  will  confine  ourselves  by 
stating  that  since  the  earthquake  of  11th  January,  a 
continual  drought  has  reigned,  the  winds  almost  con- 
stantly blowing  from  the  south.  During  the  last  fif- 
teen days  it  ha3  been  very  diy,  and  the  wind  from 
the  southeast  high,  and,  notwithstanding,  the  tem- 
perature of  the  atmosphere  has  been  very  hot. — 
The  two  last  nights  were  calm  with  a suffocating 
heat.  Immediately  after  the  earthquake  the  rain 
began  and  continued  to  fall-^the  sky  is  clouded, 
and  we  suffer  an  almost  insupportable  heat. 

MEXICO. 

From  Mexico.  Our  advices  from  Vera  Cruz  via 
Havana,  which  came  to  hand  yesterday,  contain  in 
full  the  correspondence  between  Bustamente  and 
his  late  minister  of  war  and  marine,  Tornei,  who 
was  dismissed  from  the  secretaryship  shortly  after 
the  return  of  his  excellency  from  Tampico.  Tornei, 
it  will  be  remembered,  accompanied  Santa  Ana 
when  he  sailed  out , contrary  to  law,  to  meet  the  fe- 
deralists under  Mejia;  and  it  was  he  who  issued  the 
barbarous  order  commanding  that  every  one  of  that 
unfortunate  band  of  patriots,  who  w'ould  not  make 
an  unconditional  surrender  within  the  space  of  a 
few  hours,  should  be  put  to  the  sword.  We  highly 
approve  of  Bustamente’s  conduct  in  this  instance. 
The  nation  can  well  dispense  with  such. a pacifica- 
tor. Here  is  Bustamente’s  letter  popping  the  ques- 
tion of  dismissal,  .which  we  have  translated  from 
the  Censor  of  Vera  Cruz.  [V.  0.  Bulletin. 

My  much  esteemed  friend  and  companion:  Yester- 
day I had  the  pleasure  to  sign  your  despatch  of  ge- 
neral and  active  brigade,  which  was  remitted  to 
you  by  the  chief  officer;  and  to-day  I have  the  pro- 
found sentiment  to  dictate  this  letter  to  say,  that 
the  apoplectic  fits  to  which  you  are  subject  being 
so  frequent,  I believe  it  indispensably  necessary,  to 
avoid  a recurrence  of  them,  that  you.  separate  your- 
self from  the  immense  toil  of  the  ministry,  and  de- 
dicate yourself  exclusively  to  the  re-establishment 
of  your  health,  which,  as  your  sincere  friend,  I 
cannot  behold  with  indifference.  Under  such  cir- 
cumstances, I hope  you  will  ask  your  dismissal, 
which  I consider  necessary  for  the  reason  express- 


ed, and  for  others  which  I will  make  known  to  you  as 
soon  as  you  are  restored  to  health. 

In  regard  to  the  secretaryship,  I have  directed 
that  the  chief  officer  sign  all  the  documents  for  the 
ordinary  mail  of  to-day;  and  I also  request  that  you 
remain  entirely  free  from  all  fatigue  that  may  be 
prejudicial  to  your  health. 

1 thank  you  for  the  discharge  of  your  duty  dur- 
ing my  administration;  and  you  must  always  rekon 
me  as  a sincere  friend,  who  esteems  you,  and  cor- 
dially  desires  to  be  of  service  to  vou. 

ANASTASIO  BUSTAMENTE. 

Tornel's  answer  to  the  above. 

My  much  respected  general  and  friend:  Yesterday 
morning  I went  to  San  Angel  for  a few  hours,  for 
exercise,  and  to  see  my  family,  whose  society  I 
have  not  enjoyed  for  more  than  one  month;  and, 
notwithstand  that  I returned  in  the  evening  in  good 
health,  you  advised  me  to  ask  to  be  dismissed  from 
the  ministry  on  account  of  my  severe  indisposition! 
Being  incapable  of  mendacity  in  my  official  rela- 
tions, and  as  incapable  of  an  act  of  weakness,  I 
make  bold  to  say,  that  I do  not  admit  your  advice, 
and  that  I remain  in  this  ministry  waiting  for  an 
order  for  my  exoneration. 

I have  served  the  ministry,  ever  since  you  had 
the  goodness  to  call  me  to  it,  with  exemplary,  ac- 
tivity and  constancy,  and  with  distinguished  fideli- 
ty to  my  duty  and  your  person.  It  is  time  that 
your  excellency  should  distinguish  your  true  friends 
from  aspirants;  and  I trust  that  you  will  grant  my 
intentions  that  justice  which  hitherto  has  been  de- 
nied me.  I am  sensible  of  having  lost  favor  with 
your  excellency,  because  you  are  my  friend;  but  1 
am  also  satified,  very  well  satisfied,  general,  that  to 
fall  in  favor  with  one  person,  how  respectable  so- 
ever he  may  be,  is  not  to  be  compared  with  the  loss 
of  favor  with  the  public.  Before  them,  I will 
speak  in  the  firm  phrase  of  truth,  because  1 do  not 
belong  to  myself  only,  but  also  to  my  country  and 
my  friends.  - 

Waiting  your  orders  in  the  ministry,  I remain 
your  obedient  servant. 

JOSEPH  MARIA  TORNEL. 

We  have  no  time  nor  space  to  translate  his  ex- 
cellency’s reply  to  the  above  in  full.  It  contains 
the  following  knock  down:  “his  excellency  being 
under  the  necessity  of  organising  a new  cabinet, 
conformable  to  circumstances  and  the  actual  exi- 
gency of  the  nation,  he  is  constrained  to  exonerate 
you  from  the  said  ministry!”  Immediately  on  the 
receipt  of  this,  Tornei  publishes  in  detail  the  pub- 
lic and  private  correspondence  between  himself  and 
the  president.  He  commences  thus:  “1  am  a friend 
of  Santa  Ana,  and  this  is  the  reason  of  may  fall;  he 
who  doubts  this,  knows  nothing  either  of  our  men 
or  of  our  affairs.” 

TEXAS. 

The  latest  French  journals  which  we  have  re- 
ceived, announce  the  propable  conclusion  of  a 
treaty  between  Texas  ami  France.  It  is  said  to 
have  been  negotiated  by  Mr.  Edward  Pontois,  who 
was  lately  in  this  city  as  the  envoy  extraordinary 
of  France,  and  Mr.  Henderson,  the  agent  of  Texas 
in  Paris.  Mr.  Pontois  visited  Paris  in  July,  in- 
tending to  return  to  his  functions  here  thi3  winter. 
The  report  of  the  public  journal  is,  that  he  has 
been  appointed  ambassador  to  the  sublime  porte, 
and  that  admiral  the  baron  de  Rousin,  the  actual 
French  minister  at  that  court,  will  take  command 
of  the  Mediterranean  squadron.  There  would  seem 
to  be  much  propriety  in  thus  confiding  the  French 
squadron  to  the  baron  de  Roussin,  who  must  have 
acquired  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  relative  in- 
terests of  the  great  parties  to  the  Oriental  question, 
which  now  agitates  the  eastern  world,  as  well  as 
the  continent  of  Europe. 

In  relation  to  Texas,  we  find  the  following  re- 
marks in  a late  French  journal:  [Globe. 

“The  efforts  of  Mexico  to  retain  possession  of 
Texas  must  be  unavailing.  The  independence  of 
that  country  has  been  achieved.  This  young  re- 
public is  marching  fotward  with  steps  which  out- 
strip the  wonderful  development  of  her  elder  sister 
of  the  north,  (United  States).  She  is  happy,  too, 
in  not  having  at  her  doors  a diplomacy  to  strangle 
in  the  cradle  her  infant  struggles. 

“France  had  a favorable  opportunity  to  attach 
Texas  to  her  forever,  at  the  time  of  our  Mexican 
expedition.  Our  first  act  should  have  been  to  re- 
cognise promptly  the  independence  of  Texas,  from 
which  we  should  have  derived  important  commer- 
cial advantages.  We  should  at  least  have  gained 
this  important  benefit,  from  the  presence  of  our 
squadron  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexieo.  When  the  Spa- 
nish colonies  had  rendered  themselves  de  facto  inde- 
pendent. France  should  at  once  have  recognised 
their  independence,  and  thus  have  secured  large 
markets  for  her  manufactures  and  commerce. — 
Texas  presents  these  advantages  on  a smaller  scale. 


“With  a little  longer  delay  in  this  matter,  and 
England  will  seize  what  is  now  offered  to  France. 

“We  are  interested  in  Texas  politically  as  well 
as  commercially.  The  occupation  of  a Mexican 
province  by  the  Americans  is  the  prelude  of  a great 
event,  which  must  one  day  be  accomplished.  It 
foretels  the  final  expulsion  of  the  Spanish  race  from 
North  America.  The  Americans  first  began  by 
purchasing  Louisiana;  then  the  Floridas;  and  now 
they  have  seized  Texas.  The  spirit  of  conquest 
which  the  Americans  have  inherited  from  their 
ancestors,  will  carry  them  forward  to  Panama.” 


NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 

“Below  will  be  found  a copy  of  a communication 
from  the  secretary  of  war  to  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury.  To  save  the  Indians  from  the  degradation 
of  public  exhibition,  for  gain,  is  the  duty  of  the  go- 
vernment. It  shocks  the  sensibilities  to  contem- 
plate such  a project,  and  the  guardianship  which 
the  United  States  exercises  over  these  already  un- 
fortunate people  requires  it  of  the  war  department 
to  protect  them  against  this  outrage.  We  are  glad 
to  see  that  all  the  measures  likely  to  prove  effica- 
cious have  been  promptly  adopted,  and  that  it  will 
not  be  permitted  to  expose  to  the  public  gaze,  in 
England  and  on  the  continent,  the  natives  of  our 
forests,  to  fill  the  pockets  of  cupidity,  to  the  greater 
deprivation  of  their  habits,  and  the  still  further  cor- 
ruption of  their  appetites.  The  idea  is  as  new  as 
it  is  indefensible,  and  the  attempt  to  execute  it 
should  be,  as  ii  has  been,  checked  at  once.” 

[Globe. 

War  department,  Oct.  21, 1839. 

Sir:  Information  has  been  received  at  this  de- 
partment that  an  attempt  is  about  to  be  made  by 
some  persons,  associated  for  that  purpose  in  New 
York,  to  carry  out  to  England,  on  speculation,  a 
number  of  Indians  of  the  tribes  of  Sacs  and  Foxes. 
The  object  is  understood  to  be  to  exhibit  these  peo- 
ple in  Europe  for  money;  and  as  the  legal  guardian 
of  the  red  men,  the  president  feels.bound  to  protect 
them  from  this  degradation. 

This  department,  therefore,  in  conformity  with 
his  orders,  has  taken  all  the  precautions  in  its  pow- 
er to  prevent  their  abduction  from  the  United 
States.  As  the  measures  adopted  to  prevent  their 
being  removed  from  the  Indian  country  may  prove 
fruitless  when  opposed  to  the  love  of  adventure  of 
the  Indians  and  the  cupidity  of  speculators,  I have 
to  request  that  the  collectors  of  the  ports  of  New 
Orleans  and  Mobile  may  be  instructed  to  inform  the 
district  attorney  if  any  attempt  be  made  to  embark 
these  Indians  at  either  of  these  ports,  in  order  that 
proper  legal  measures  may  betaken  to  restore  them 
to  their  homes  in  the  west,  and  to  punish  the  offen- 
ders. I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
your  ob’t  serv’t,  J.  R.  POINSETT. 

Hon.  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Department  of  state,  Oct.  17,  1839. 

Notice  is  hereby  given,  that  the  agent  of  this  de- 
partment will  pay  seven  hundred  and  forty-twodol- 

iars  to  the  legal  representatives  of Hogan 

who  was  a passenger  on  board  the  brig  Pocket  when 
that  vessel  was  captured  in  the  spring  of  1836  by  the 
Texian  armed  schooner  Invincible,  and  who  is  un- 
derstood to  have  since  died. 

It  will  be  seen,  says  the  Troy  Morning  Mail,  by 
the  following  letter  from  the  war  department,  that 
the  federal  government  has  suspended  payment  as 
well  as  the  banks. 

War  department,  pension  office,  Oct.  11,  1839. 

Sir:  I have  to  request  that  you  will  make  no  pay- 
ments until  the  fourth  of  March  next,  to  any  pen- 
sioner, whose  certificate  bears  date  since  the  3d 
September,  ultimo.  I am,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant,  J.  L.  EDWARDS. 

T.  W.  Olcott,  pension  agent,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

The  president  has  recognized  James  I.  Fisher  as 
consul  of  the  republic  of  Ecuador  for  the  port  of 
Baltimore. 

Consuls  of  France. — The  president  ofthe  United 
States  has  recognized  the  SieurFidele  Louis  Barbe 
Francois  Moisson  as  consul  ofF ranee  for  Richmond, 
in  the  state  of  Virginia;  and  the  Sieur  Maurice  Bru- 
no Blane  de  Launatte  de  Hauterive  a3  consul  of 
France  for  Philadelphia. 

Difficulties  on  the  south  western  frontier . — The  St. 
Louis  Bulletin  of  the  17th  instant,  publishes  a cor- 
respondence taken  from  the  Ozarh  (Aikansas) 
Standard  of  the  7th.  It  seems  probable  that  we  may 
have  some  serious  difficulties  with  the  Cherokees, 
General  Arbuclde  has  been  ordered  by  the  govern- 
ment to  demand  of  John  Ross,  the  murderers  of 
the  Ridges  and  Eoudinot;  but  it  seems  that  Ross 
refuses  to  give  them  up.  In  obedience  of  orders 
general  Arbuckle  w’ill  of  course  attempt  to  take 
them  by  force,  which  will  be  apt  to  lead  to  war. 
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Paddy  Scott. — There  are  two  individuals  of  this 
name,  who  enjoy  some  celebrity  in  the  south.  One 
a pale  face,  above  the  middle  size,  and  on  the  wrong 
side  of  40,  whose  piratical  doings  in  the  bays  and 
inlets  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,’ have  made  him  no- 
torious. It  is  not  quite  two  years  since  his  deeds 
of  attrocity  on  Fish  river,  and  Mobile  bay,  furnish- 
ed more  than  one  article  for  the  newspapers. 

The  other  Paddy  Scott  is  an  eminent  chief  of  the 
Creek  nation  of  Indians,  who  during  the  distur- 
bances of  1S35,  proved  the  steadfast  friend  of  the 
whites,  and  probably  did  more  to  save  the  frontiers 
of  Georgia  than  generals  Scott  and  Jesup.  He  is, 
although  a red  skin,  well  educated,  rich  and  ta- 
lented. 

But  to  return  to  our  subject,  the  pirate  Paddy. 
It  appears  that  he  arrived  in  this  city,  four  or  five 
days  ago,  from  Mobile,  and  was  arrested  last  night, 
near  the  levee,  in  the  first  municipality. 

[ Ar.  O.  Courier. 

Unprecedented  destruction  of  property  by  fires. — 
There  have  been  in  this  country,  since  the  begin- 
ning of  this  month,  no  less  than  twenty-four  fires 
that  we  haveaccoun's  of,  and  the  following  is  a list 
of  them: 


Fires  in  the  United  States  in  the  first  instant: 


Fires. 

Buildings. 

Boss. 

New  York, 

7 

50 

$1,200,000 

Mobile, 

6 

450 

1,600.000 

Philadelphia, 

2 

53 

1,000,000 

Alton,  III. 

1 

12 

20,000 

New  ark,  N.  J. 

2 

9 

25,000 

New  Orleans, 

1 

6 

20,900 

Norfolk, 

1 

2 

10,600 

Aiken,  S.  C. 

1 

10 

100,000 

York,  Pa. 

1 

5 

5,000 

Louisville,  Ky. 

1 

1 

10,000 

West  Boyleston, 

1 

2 

50,000 

24  600  $4, 040, 000 

Gen.  Nelson,  it  appears  has  raised  and  organized 
about  3.500  volunteers  in  the  Cherokee  counties  for 
the  Florida  war.  By  a correspondence  published 
in  the  last  Federal  Union,  it  appears  that  the  secre- 
tary of  war  will  not  receive  more  than  300.  The 
expedition  will  probably  be  abandoned  altogether. 

[Tallahassee  Star,  Oct.  16. 

Post  ofiice,  Baltimore,  August  22,  1839. 

Persons  depositing  letters  in  this  office  forTexas, 
must  pay  the  postage  to  the  American  line,  or  di- 
rect the  same  to  the  care  of  a resident  of  New  Or- 
leans or  some  other  place  in  the  United  States; 
otherwise  they  will  not  be  forwarded. 

JOSHUA  VANSANT,  P.  M. 

At  Galena,  (Upper  Miss.)  the  receipts  of  the 
public  land  sales  had  reached  to  $34,000. 

The  United  States  frigate  Constellation,  com- 
pletely rebuilt,  was  taken  out  of  the  dry  dock,  at  the 
Charlestown  navy  yard  on  Tuesday. 

The  senate  ol  Tennessee  w'ere  occupied  at  our 
lastest  dates  in  discussing  resolutions  nominating 
Martin  Van  Buren  tor  the  presidency,  and  col. 
Polk,  of  Tennessee  for  the  vice  presidency,  at  the 
next  election,  on  the  meeting  of  the  senate  in  the 
afternoon  of  the  day  when  the  nominating  resolu- 
tions were  first  introduced.  Mr.  Biown  offered  the 
following  as  an  amendment  to  the  resolution  declar- 
ing Janies  K.  Polk  a man  “eminently  qualified” for 
the  office  of  vice  president. 

.Resolved  also,  that  col.  Richard  M.  Johnson,  of 
Kentucky,  is  eminently  qualified  for  the  office  of 
vice  president,  and  that  we  entertain  undimi- 
nished .confidence  in  his  'patriotism,  integrity-and 
ability. 

Mr.  Terry  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  name  of 
Jarne3  K.  Polk  as  a person  “eminently  qualified” 
for  the  vice  presidency,  and  insert  the  name  of  gen. 
William  Carroll. 

Mr.  Yoakum  moved  to  lay  the  amendment  on 
the  table,  which  motion  prevailed  by  a strict  party 
vote. 

Mr.  Jennings  moved  to  lay  so  much,  of  the  reso- 
lution as  nominates  James  K.  Polk  for  the  vice  pre- 
sidency on  the  table,  and  make  it  the  order  of  the 
day  for  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  Turney  contended  that  the  amendment  was 
out  of  order. 

Mr.  Laughlin,  to  get  rid  of  the  matter,  moved 
to  lay  the  amendment  on  the  table,  which  was  car- 
ried. 

Mr.  Brown  then  moved  to  strike  out  col.  Polk’s 
name  and  insert  that  of  col.  Wiliam  R.  Kin",  of 
Alabama. 

Mr.  Turney  called  for  a division  of  the  question. 
The  majority  refused  to  strikeout. 

The  preamble  and  resolutions  were  then  adopted. 

The  Nashville  Banner  says:  “The  result  of  this 
will  be  that  col.  Johnson,  Mr.  Polk,  Mr.  Kin"  and 


Mr.  Forsyth  will  be  run  on  the  ticket  with  Mr. 
Van  Buren  in  the  different  parts  of  the  union.  No 
choice  of  vice  president  by  the  loco  foco  people 
will,  of  course  be  made,  and  the  senate  will  have  to 
decide  the  question,  unless,  as  we  hope,  the  choice 
of  N.  P.  Tallmadge,  by  the  whigs,  shall  render  it 
unnecessary  for  the  senate  to  take  any  trouble  in 
the  premises.  In  any  event,  it  is  quite  certain  that 
the  senate  will  be  obliged  to  drop  col.  Johnson,  as 
with  his  present  prospects  he  cannot  be  returned  as 
one  of  the  two  highest  from  which  the  choice  is,  by 
the  constitution,  directed  to  be  made.  The  whigs 
will  run  but  one  candidate,  and  if  the  loco  focos  run 
four,  the  whig  candidate,  in  the  worst  aspect  of  the 
case,  will  be  the  highest,  and  although  the  senate 
may  not  choose  him,  they  will,  in  all  probability,  be 
obliged  to  let  the  present  vice  president  down  the 
wind.  The  whigs  can  save  tnem  all  the  trouble, 
however,  and  we  believe  they  will  do  it. 

Naval.  Doctor  Christopher  Columbus  Rice,  of 
New  York,  has  been  appointed  surgeon  and  purser 
in  the  navy,  and  ordered  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  in 
one  of  the  government  schooners. 

STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 

MAINE. 

The  governor  of  Maine  has  appointed  the  28th 
inst.  to  be  observed  in  this  state  as  a day  of  “public 
thanksgiving  and  praise.” 

From  the  National.  Intelligencer. 

GEOLOGICAL  SURVEY  OF  MAINE. 

Dr.  C.  T.  Jackson’s  third  annual  report  on  the 
geology  of  Maine  is  a volume  of  276  pages,  to 
which  is  appended  a catalogue  of  geological  speci- 
mens in  the  state  cabinet  at  Augusta,  collected  in 
the  years  1836,1837  and  183S.  This  report  em- 
braces his  labors  of  183S,  and  was  made  to  the  le- 
gislature, through  the  governor,  dining  the  session 
of  1839. 

Dr.  Jackson  is  one  of  the  most  learned  and  sci- 
entific practical  geologists  in  this  country,  having 
originally  studied  it  with  great  assiduity,  and  pur- 
sued it  in  the  field  of  observation,  for  several  years, 
with  enthusiasm  and  untiring  industry.  His  fa- 
miliarity with  the  kindred  sciences  enables  him  to 
make  his  own  chemical  analyses  of  the  minerals 
and  soils  of  the  state.  His  knowledge  of  agricul- 
ture and  the  arts  enables  him  to  point  out  their 
character  and  uses,  and  how  they  may  be  rendered 
available.  While  he  directs  the  wealthy  where 
they  may  safely  make  profitable  investments  of  ca- 
pital, he  instructs  the  mass  of  the  people,  who  are 
agriculturists,  in  the  nature  of  soils,  their  compo- 
sition, and  on  what  fertilization  depends;  thus  he 
shows  how  the  better  kinds  may  be  improved,  and 
barren  waste  lands  converted  into  fertile  fields, 
sometimes  by  the  addition  of  a single  element, 
yielding  the  husbandman  a bountiful  supply  of  the 
fruits  of  the  earth,  and  cheering  him  by  ihe  return 
of  a rich  reward  for  his  care  and  industry. 

While  he  seems  to  have  kept  in  view  the  greatest 
practical  pecuniary  good  of  the  people  of  Maine, 
he  has  not  overlooked  the  scientific  part  of  his  sub- 
ject; and  has  even  added  large  contributions  to  our 
knowledge  of  the  topography  of  the  state.  His  ob- 
servations made  for  calculating  the  elevation  of 
mountains  and  places  above  the  level  of  the  sea, 
and  for  sectional  profile  views,  together  with  their 
relative  bearings,  cannnot  fail  to  be  duly  appre- 
ciated. 

Dr.  Jackson  having  already  made  three  reports 
upon  the  geology  of  Maine,  and  New  Hampshire 
being  bounded  by  it.  it  becomes  interesting  to 
know  that  he  has  recently’  been  appointed  to  make 
a geological  survey  of  the  latter  state  also.  Every 
state  in  New  England  has  now  ordered  a geologi- 
cal survey  of  her  territory  excepting  Vermont,  and 
it  is  hoped  she  will  soon  see  the  propriety  of  such 
a step. 

The  following  extracts  are  interesting,  and  will 
serve  to  give  some  idea  of  the  character  of  the  re- 
port: 

“Geology  unfolds  the  structure  and  composition 
of  our  globe,  and  reveals  to  us  the  efficient  causes 
that  have  been  in  operation  during  the  successive 
epochs  of  creatfon.  It  delves  into  the  recesses  of 
the  earth,  and  brings  forth  its  hidden  treasures,  and, 
by  its  lights,  the  situations  in  which  are  found  va- 
rious useful  mineral  substances  are  fully  exposed. 
Certain  rocks  abound  in  netalilerous  veins  and  beds, 
others  contain  combustibles,  and  the  latter  are 
never  found  in  conjunction  with  the  former.  Lime- 
stones of  various  ages,  possessing  peculiar  proper- 
ties, are  dicovered,  and  their  composition  is  learned 
by  chemical  analysis,  by  which  we  know  how 
they  will  work  in  the  arts.  Some  are  found  suita- 
ble for  making  lime  for  cement,  or  for  agriculture; 
others  are  capable  of  making  lime  that  will  slake, 
but  furnish  a valuable  hydraulic  cement.  One  class 
of  limestone  is  remarkable  for  the  veins  of  lead 
and  silver  ores  it  contains;  another  never  contains 


any  metallic  ores,  excepting  iron.  Coal  is  never 
found  in  that  group  of  rocks  called  primary,  nor  in 
the  older  stratified  rocks;  hence  our  attention  is 
turned  away  from  researches  in  such  strata  for  coal 
mines,  and  directed  to  those  groups  of  strata  in 
which  they  may  occur.  Iron  ores  belong  to  seve- 
ral distinct  species  of  rocks,  and  there  are  also 
alluvid  deposites  of  bog-iron  ore.  [ri  the  ancient 
rock  formations  are  found  the  magnetic  and  specu- 
lar iron,  while  the  calciferous  slate  rocks  more  fre- 
quently contain  ttie  compact  red  oxide  or  licemati- 
tic  iron  ores.  Certain  varieties  of  pyritiferous 
slate  are  valuable  for  the  purpose  ol  making  alum; 
others,  containing  magnesia,  are  unsuitable  lor  lhat 
purpose.  Serpentine  rocks  are  valuable  both  lor 
marble  and  for  manufacture  of  epsom  salts  and  car- 
bonate of  magnesia.” 

“The  state  quarries  of  Maine  (equal  if  not  su- 
perior to  those  of  Wales)  are  cable  of  producing 
many  millions  of  dollars  revenue  to  the  state.  * 

* * “A  trifling  bounty  of  fifty  cents  per  ton  on 

slates  wrought  from  the  quarries  of  Maine,  and  a3 
much  per  ton  on  every  ton  of  iron  manufactured 
from  raw  materials  found  in  the  state,  and  ten  cents 
per  hundred  square  feet  on  glass  made  in  Maine, 
would  at  once  set  all  the  wheels  of  industry  in  mo- 
tion, and  the  resources  of  the  country  would  no 
longer  remain,  as  they  now  are,  idle  and  unpro- 
ductive.”— Introduction. 

“I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  geolo- 
gical cabinet,  which  is  arranged  in  the  state  house 
for  the  information  of  those  who  may  feel  a desire 
to  know  what  mineral  substances  are  found  in 
Maine,  That  collection  now  numbers  no  less  than 
1,600  handsome  specimens  of  rocks,  minerals  and 
soils  of  the  state,  all  arranged,  labelled,  numbered 
arid  described  in  a complete  catalogue. 

“In  addition  to  this  collection,  we  have  made  fen 
others,  for  the  colleges,  academies  and  societies, 
provided  by  law.”  ***** 

“The  state  cabinet  has  become  one  of  the  most 
interesting  objects  to  citizens  and  strangers  who 
visit  Augusta,  and  presents  at  once  the  means  of 
judging  respecting  the  relative  value  of  any  impor- 
tant minerals  of  the  state,  and  become  the  means  of 
settling  questions  concerning  act  of  incorporation 
for  working  min°s  and  quarries,  since  the  commit- 
tees may  be  at  once  referred  to  specimens  in  the 
cabinet,  by  w’hich  they  will  perceive  whether  there 
is  any  well  founded  reason  for  granting  a charter. 
Considered  as  a source  of  rational  amusement,  the 
geological  collection  offers  many  curious  specimens, 
showing  the  history  of  the  world,  while  preparing 
for  the  residence  of  man,  as  well  as  many  others 
illustrating  chemical  and  physical  changes  which 
began  with  creation’s  dawn.  Those  collections 
furnished  to  colleges  and  academies  will  serve  to 
create  a taste  for  the  study  of  mineralogy  and  geo- 
logy in  various  parts  of  the  state;  and  who  will 
venture  to  predict  the  results  which  may  follow 
from  the  development  of  many  accute  intellects 
that  may  hereafter  enter  the  field  of  science?”  p.  6. 

This  is  believed  to  be  the  only  instance  where  a 
state  has  provided  her  literary  institutions,  by  law, 
with  a complete  suit  of  geological  specimens.  In 
this  Maine  has  set  a noble  example,  and  one  worthy 
to  be  followed  by  her  sister  states. 

“Waterville,  situated  upon  the  western  bank  of 
the  Kennebec  river,  at  Ticonic  Fall?,  in  latitude 
44d.  32m.  26s.  north,  and  longitude  69d,  37m.  45s. 
west  from  Greenwich  meridian,  and  153  feet  above 
the  level  of  the  sea,  is  an  interesting  region.”  * * 

“After  making  a general  exploration  around  the 
falls,  we  devoted  a day  to  searching  for  fossil  im- 
pressions on  the  slate  strata,  and  found  a number  of 
specimens  on  the  western  side  of  the  river.  They 
are  very  faint  and  shallow  impressions  of  the  stems 
and  leaves  of  plants  allied  to  the  genus  of  fossil 
ferns,  called  by  Brogniart  odontopleris,  and  are 
evidently  associated  with  more  abundant  remains 
of  fuci  or  sea-weeds.  From  the  fact  that  all  the 
fern  leaf  impressions  are  represented  on  the  strata 
in  drooping  fronds,  generally  much  distorted,  and 
from  their  association  with  marine  relics,  I am 
satisfied  that  the  ferns  did  not  grow  on  the  spot 
where  we  find  them,  but  were  brought  down  by 
some  ancient  river  from  higher  land,  at  the  time 
when  the  present  slate  rocks  formed  the  clayey  bot- 
tom of  an  ancient  sea.  Hence  the  strange  occur- 
rence of  land  plants  in  so  ancient  a deposite  as  the 
Waterville  slate,  which  does  not  belong  to  the  coal 
formation,  but  reposes  directly  on  the  primary  rocks, 
and  is  itself  of  the  elder  transition  formation.  This 
conclusion  was  subsequently  proved  by  our  re- 
searches further  up  the  great  Kennebec  section.” — 
p.  13  and  15. 

“Hitton’s  house  is  situated  close  to  the  west 
branch  of  the  Penobscot  river,  which  is  here  a 
small  brook,  the  stream  taking  its  rise  four  and  a 
half  miles  from  this  place,  between  the  ‘height  of 
land’  and  Sandy  Stream  mountain.  Measured  ba- 
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rometrically,  the  west  branch  of  the  Penobscot  at  i 
Ilitton’s  i?  1,660  feet  above  the  sea  level. 

“From  Hitton’s  we  ascended  to  the  highland  ! 
which  divides  the  Canadas  from  Maine.  On  the  ' 
hill  there  is  a new  cottage,  formerly  kept  as  a 
tavern  by  a French  Creole  by  the  name  of  De 
Longe.  A large  sign  is  here  erected  upon  a post, 
on  the  dividing  line,  the  British  armorial  bearings 
being  painted  on  the  north  side  of  it,  and  those  of 
the  United  States  on  the  south.  From  this  emi- 
nence, there  is  a most  extensive  view  of  the  coun- 
try to  the  north  and  south,  the  eye  reaching  over 
a long  vista  towards  the  St.  Lawrence,  the  slope 
being  quite  rapid  on  that  side  of  the  line.  * * * 

“Calculated  from  the  mean  height  of  the  mercu- 
rial column,  with  all  the  due  corrections  lor  tem- 
perature, curvature  of  the  earth  in  the  latitude 
given,  &c.  and  comparing  with  all  the  lines  of  sta- 
tions where  observations  were  made  for  the  survey, 
we  ascertain  that  the  Canada  road,  where  it  crosses 
the  frontier,  is  precisely  2,000  feet  above  high- 
water  mark  in  Portland  harbor.  The  latitude  and 
longitude  of  this  spot  were  measured  by  major  Gra- 
ham and  lieutenant  Johnson,  and  found  to  be — lat. 
N.  45  deg.  48  min.  31s.;  long.  70  deg.  22m.  54s. 
west  from  Greenwich  meridian.” — p.  44. 

“Haifa  mile  north  of Parlin  Pond,  [ten  or  fifteen 


Recently  several  thousand  of  an  old  and  cancelled 
emission  of  the  notes  of  that  institution  have  been 
returned  for  redemption.  Their  circulation  is  sup- 
posed to  be  owing  to  the  agency  of  the  obsquatulat- 
ed  cashier. 

Boston,  Tuesday,  Oct.  22. — \Money market. \ — The 
pressure  upon  the  money  maiket  continues  unabat- 
ed. The  demand  for  specie  on  the  different  banks 
for  the  few  last  days  has  prevented  them  from  af- 
fording much  aid  to  the  mercantile  community. 

Our  merchants  still  hold  out,  but  they  make  very 
great  sacrifices  to  sustain  their  credit.  There  are 
no  regular  rates  for  money,  though  as  high  as  3 per 
cent,  per  month,  4 months,  was  paid  to-day  on  first 
class  business  paper. 

Exchange  on  New  York  is  growing  quite  scarce, 
owing  in  part  to  the  New  York  merchants  not  pay- 
ing their  notes  at  maturity,  but  claiming  further 
time. 

Exchange  on  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore  is  not 
so  plenty  as  it  was  before  their  suspension.  Our 
banks'having  disposed  of  their  funds  at  par,  by  tak 
ing  business  paper  at  six  months.  The  present  rate 
on  Philadelphia  is  1 1 a 12  per  cent,  discount. 

There  were  some  further  calls  for  specie  to-day 
! though  to  a very  small  amount.  [Atlas. 

The  suspension  of  the  U.  States  bank  comes  with 


miles  south  of  the  frontier  line],  1 discovered  a I a heavy  hand  upon  this  town.  Many  of  our  manu- 


huge  bed  of  fine  grauwacke,  filled  with  an  immense 
number  and  variety  of  fossil-shell  impressions. — 
This  rock  is  of  a fine  siliceous  variety,  extremely 
compact  where  the  shells'  do  not  abound,  but  pre- 
senting the  most  perfect  casts  of  marine  shells  I 
have  ever  seen.  The  width  of  the  bed  could  not 
be  exactly  determined,  as  it  is  in  part  concealed  by 
the  soil;  but  I measured  it  for  fifty  rods,  which  is 
but  a small  part  of  its  width.  Among  the  fossils  I 
obtained  the  following  genera:  terebratulae,  spisife- 
ne,  lutrunas,  and  turritellae;  besides  which,  there 
are  several  other  indistinct  or  broken  fossils,  which 
it  is  more  difficult  to  determine.  From  the  direc- 
tion of  this  rock,  it  evidently  crosses  Moose  river 
and  the  head  of  Moose-head  lake,  and  extends  to 
the  backs  of  the  Aroostook,  where  we  discovered 
it  last  year,  and  from  it  came  all  those  numerous 
boulder3  and  erratic  blocks,  containing  fossil  shells 
which  we  find  scattered  so  profusely  over  the  coun- 
try, from  the  line  above  mentioned  to  the  outer 
islands  of  Penobscot  bay,  and  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Kennebec  river.  The  distance  to  which  masses 
six  or  eight  inches  in  diameter  have  been  trans- 
ported is  no  less  than  126  miles  in  a right  line, 
while  there  are  immense  numbers  of  larger  size 
found  scattered  over  the  intervening  space,  and 
they  become  larger  as  we  approach  this  their  parent 
bed.” — p.  46. 

At  page  9 he  says:  “I  have  been  busily  engaged 
in  drawing  up  a geological  map  of  the  state,  on 
which  the  various  rocks  and  mines  will  be  repre- 
sented by  conventional  colors,  which  will  be  ex- 
plained by  an  index.  The  map  will  show  the 
ground  plan,  and,  for  a more  full  elucidation  of  the 
structure  of  the  country,  sectional  profiles,  showing 
the  dip  and  direction  of  the  rocky  strata,  and  their 
order  of  superposition,  are  in  course  of  preparation. 
Beautiful  views  of  sceneiy,  and  sketches  of  pecu- 
liar geological  formations,  are  also  in  progress,  and 
all  these  plans  and  views  must  form  an  atlas  for  the 
final  and  complete  report.”  P. 

October  16,  1839. 

VERMONT. 

The  Vermont  house  of  representatives  have  re- 
ceived, read,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  sub- 
sequent action,  a resolution  declarative  ol  the  inex- 
pediency of  chartering  or  re-chartering  any  banking 
institutions,  except  on  conditions  embracing  the 
follow'ing  principles: — 

1st.  Private  property  of  stockholders  to  be  holden 
for  the  redemption  of  bills. 

2d.  The  failure  orrefusal  of  a bank  to  redeem  its 
notes  in  gold  and  silver  to  work  a forfeiture  of  its 
charter;  and  on  the  occurrence  of  such  an  event  the 
governor  to  make  proclamation  of  the  fact. 

3d.  On  the  suspension  of  a bank,  commissioners 
to  be  appointed  to  take  charge  of  its  effects,  and 
wind  up  its  affairs. 

4lh.  In  case  a person  loses  through  the  failure  of 
a bank,  the  president  and  directors  of  such  bank  to 
beliable  to  indictment  for  swindling,  and,  if  found 
guilty,  to  be  punished  by  imprisonment  in  the  state 
prison  for  from  three  to  ten  years. 

5th.  All  charters  to  be  under  the  control  of  future 
legislatures. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Rev.  Mr.  Hunt,  so  distinguished  as  a lecturer  on 
temperance,  is  now  delivering  discourses  on  that 
subject  in  Boston.  “He  is  always  sure  of  keeping 
his  hearers  in  a good  humor,  being  one  of  the  most 
facetious  of  speakers." 

Mr.  Root,  a former  cashier  of  the  Amherst  (Mass.) 
bank,  some  time  ago  Swartwonted  to  the  far  we3t. 


facturers  have  large  amounts  coming  due  at  this  lime 
south,  which  they  are  unable  to  draw,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  heavy  exchange.  They  w'ant  their 
funds  to  meet  their  liabilities,  and  unless  matters 
change  for  the  better,  their  notes  must  lie  over. 

They  are  curtailing  their  business  and  discharg- 
ing their  hands,  intending  to  suspend  operations  un- 
til an  impovement  in  money  matters  takes  place. — 
The  people  here  who  are  favorable  to  the  warfare 
of  the  government  upon  the  banks,  are  highly  de- 
lighted with  its  success.  [Lynn  Freeman. 

CONNECTICUT. 

Mr.  Jared  Burr,  young  man  about  twenty-three 
years  of  age,  a resident  of  Haddam,  left  there  on 
the  30th  ult.  on  foot,  for  Chester  cove,  where  he 
was  to  leave  in  a vessel  for  New'  York.  Thi3  ves- 
sel returned  last  week,  and  on  making  inquiry  re- 
specting him,  on  board  the  vessel,  it  was  found  he 
had  not  been  on  board,  and  nothing  had  been  seen 
of  him,  which  at  once  led  to  the  supposition  that 
he  had  been  murdered.  Accordingly  search  was 
made  in  the  woods  between  Haddam  and  Chester, 
last  Sunday,  and  his  body  was  found  covered  over 
with  dirt  and  leaves,  where  the  murderers  had  left 
him,  having  fired  two  shots  through  his  head.  His 
pockets  had  been  rifled  of  their  contents,  includin 
a watch  and  about  $600  in  money. 

[Hartford  Evening  Courier,  Oct.  23. 

The  Middletown  Sentinel  states  that  a young 
man  of  Middle  Haddam,  named  Gilbert  Brooks, 
only  about  20  years  old,  has  been  taken  up  on  sus- 
picion, and  an  examination  of  him  was  to  be  held 
at  Chester  on  Wednesday.  One  rumor  is,  that  the 
circumstances  are  very  strong  against  him;  and 
another  is,  that  he  has  confessed  the  crime. 

Rohan  potatoes.  Doctor  Fuller,  of  the  Connec 
ticut  Retreat,  has  gathered  Irom  one  “true  Rohan,” 
presented  him  last  spring,  and  which  weighed  only 
four  ounces,  ninety- six  pounds  five  ounces.  One  of 
the  potatoes  weighed  2 lbs.  10  oz.  and  the  yield 
being  four  hundred  to  otie.  Beat  the  doctor  who 
can?  [Hartford  (Conn.)  Courant. 

NEW  YORK. 

Sing  Sing  return.  Return  for  the  period  com- 
mencing October  4th,  and  ending  the  22d  instant: 


Effects  of  amalgamation.  Charles  Raymond,  a 
black  man,  has  been  committed  at  New  York,  for 
beating  and  breaking  the  bones  of  a good  looking 
young  white  girl,  named  Hannah  Hokinson,  who 
lived  with  him  as  his  wife.  He  had  been  to  Scot- 
land, as  cook  on  board  a vessel;  met  with  her  at 
Glasgow,  and  induced  her  to  elope  with  him.  They 
came  to  New  York  about  three  weeks  since,  and 
his  brutal  treatment  is  stated  to  be  the  result  of  jea- 
lousy. We  believe  Glasgow  is  the  place  whence  a 
female  abolition  society  sent  forth  the  notorious 
George  Thompson,  to  enlighten  our  darkness  on 
the  subject  of  domestic  slavery,  and  teach  us  the 
transcendarit  beauties  of  amalgamation.  The  fate 
of  this  poor  deluded  girl  is  doubtless  one  of  the 
beautiful  results  of  their  home  teachings;  her  elope- 
ment being  clearly  consonant  with  their  doctrines. 

[Balto.  Sun. 

Look  out  for  counterfeits  on  the  Auburn  bank,  N. 
Y.  They  marie  their  appearance  last  night— are 
new  and  feel  stiff'.  These  are  all  the  particulars  we 
could  get. 

A large  and  beautiful  packet  ship  called  the  Pa- 
trick Henry,  was  launched  at  New  York  on  Thurs- 
day. She  is  one  thousand  tons  burthen,  and  will  take 
her  place  in  one  of  the  lines  to  Liverpol — to  sail  on 
7th  of  November,  under  command  of  capt.  Joseph 
Dulano. 

It  is  stated  that  the  late  judge  Btiel  of  Albany, 
some  two  years  ago,  took  possession  of  a barren 
sand  plain  a mile  or  two  from  Albany,  and  convert- 
ed it  into  one  of  the  most  fertile  spots  on  earth. 

A roan  named  Robert  Hassard  has  been  arrested 
in  New  York,  who  perpetrated  a fraud  on  Mr.  J.  T. 
Franciscus  of  St.  Louis,  in  August  last,  by  selling 
him  a forged  check  of  $1,000,  drawn  in  the  name  of 
the  house  in  which  Hassard  was  clerk.  He  will 
be  sent  back  to  Missouri  for  trial  and  punishment. 

The  New  York  Commercial  Advertiser  in  speak- 
ing of  the  resolution  of  the  banks  of  that  city,  that 
they  “must  and  will  maintain  specie  payments  at 
all  hazards,”  says — “the  effect  in  the  opinion  of 
intelligent  bankers  will  be  most  salutary.  It  will 
impart  confidence  to  the  doubting,  and  strengthen 
that  of  all.  The  consequence  will  be,  that  the  spe- 
cie of  the  whole  country  will  flow  into  New  York. 
And  the  result  may  be,  that  within  ninety  days  our 
banks  discounting,  will  desire  a stipulation,  as  was 
the  fact  with  the  Bank  of  America  in  1816,  that  the 
borrower  shall  draw  the  avails  of  his  paper  in  coin, 
either  of  gold  or  silver.” 

The  two  parties  in  the  city  ol  New  York  have 
nominated  their  tickets  for  the  legislature.  They 
are  as  follows: — 


Term  of  sentence  expired, 
Died, 

Pardoned, 

Total, 

Remaining,  men, 
ito.  women, 


14 
1 

15 
769 

44 

813 


Whig  ticket. 

David  B.  Ogden, 

John  Delamater, 
Abraham  R.  Lawrence, 
Linus  W.  Stevens, 

S.  T.  McKinney, 

John  B.  Scoles, 
Jonathan  B.  Thompson, 
Peter  S.  Titus, 

J.  N.  Reynolds, 

John  I.  Labagh, 

Alfred  Carhart, 

Edward  M inturn, 
Frederick  Pentz. 


Total, 

Notice  to  ship  owners  and  others. — The  underwri- 
ters ol  this  city,  considering  the  recent  insecure  mode 
of  fastering  chain  bolts,  adopted  by  some  of  the  ship 
carpenters  of  this  city  and  elsewhere,  hereby  give 
notice,  that  the  New  York  inspectors  have  been  di- 
rected to  rate  no  vessel  better  than  3d  rate,  if  the 
chain  bolts  are  not  secured  with  a revited  forelock 
nside  the  ceiling;  and  further,  that  on  all  such  ves- 
sels an  additional  premium  is  to  be  charged  after 
the  first  day  of  November  next.  1 

The  underwriters  have  also  observed  an  objec- 
tionable mode  of  signing  bills  of  lading  by  clerks  and 
persons  not  legally  authorised  to  do  so.  The  ma- 
rine insurance  companies  of  the  city  will  not  here- 
after consider  bills  of  lading  valid,  without  the  sig- 
nature of  the  master  of  the  vessel,  or  some  other 
person  legally  authorised  to  sign  for  him. 

Wm.  Neilson,  president  board  of  underwriters . 
Walter  R.  Jones,  secretary. 

New  York,  15th.  Oct.  1839. 


Administration  ticket. 
Paul  Grout, 

Thomas  Hertell, 

Solomon  Townsend, 

James  J.  Roosevelt, 
Cornelius  H.  Bryson, 
Ulysses  D.  French, 

Wm.  B.  Maclay, 

Edmund  J . Porter, 

Thomas  Spoffard, 

George  Weir, 

Norman  Hickock. 

Richard  M.  Raven, 

John  I.  Morgan. 

NEW  JERSEY. 

The  legislature  assembled  at  Trenton,  on  Tues- 
day, the  22d,  and  organised  by  the  election  of  the 
following  officers. 

Vice  president  of  council.  Hon.  Joseph  Porter, 
(whig),  9;  Francis  Price,  (administration),  6;  blank, 
2. 

R.  E.  Homer,  (whig),  of  Mercer,  cleik. 

Speaker  of  assembly.  Honorable  William  Stiles, 
(whig),  33;  Combs,  (administration),  20;  whig  ma- 
jority 13. 

Coppuck,  (whig),  of  Burlington,  clerk. 

There  was  an  unusually  full  attendance  on  the 
first  day  of  the  session;  every  member  of  the  as- 
sembly, and  all  but  one  of  the  council,  being  at 
their  posts. 

On  Friday,  the  legislature  went  into  joint  meet- 
ing, and  made  the  following  appointments,  viz:  go- 
vernor, William  Pennington;  chief  justice  of  the 
supreme  court,  Joseph  C.  Hornblower. 

Governor  Pennington,  in  his  message  to  the  le- 
gislature, recommends  the  extending  ot  the  foster- 
ing aid  of  the  state  government  to  the  advancement 
of  its  agricultural  interests — the  promotion  of  edu- 
cation—an  asylum  for  the  indigent  insane — the  blind, 
and  various  other  matters  of  general  interest. 

Relative  to  the  contested  seals  in  congress,  from 
the  state  of  New  Jersey,  he  says: 

“During  the  past  year  it  became  my  duty  to  give 
certificates  of  election  to  the  members  of  the  twen- 
ty-sixth congress  from  this  slate.  The  contest  had 
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been  unusually  warm,  the  friends  of  the  respective 
candidates  had  made  great  exertions  in  their  sup- 
port, and  felt  a deep  interest  in  their  success;  and  it 
could  not,  therefore,  be  hoped  that  any  decision 
would  be  satisfactory  to  all,  or  escape  the  censure  of 
those  who  should  be  disappointed  by  the  result.  It 
would  have  been  agreeable  to  my  feelings  could  the 
necessity  for  action  on  my  part  have  been  dispensed 
with  altogether.  The  duty,  however,  was  impera- 
tive, and  there  was  no  choice  but  to  discharge  it  ac- 
cording to  law.  The  whole  subject  was  laid  before 
all  the  members  of  the  legislative  council,  summon- 
ed as  a privy  council,  was  discussed  at  large,  and 
resulted  in  a recommendation  by  a majority  of  that 
body,  that  the  ceitificates  must  be  granted  under  the 
thou  existing  laws  of  the  state,  to  the  persons  to 
whom  they  were  subsequently  given,  and  the  whole 
merits  of  the  controversy  left  to  the  decision  of 
congress.  This  result  not  being  satisfactory  to  those 
persons  who  did  not  receive  the  certificates,  they 
and  their  friends  have  taken  such  course  as  they 
thought  proper  to  do  respecting  it;  and  whether  that 
course  has  been  well  or  ill  chosen,  all  will  be  per- 
mitted to  judge  according  to  their  habits  of  think- 
ing ami  acting  Every  review  of  tile  opinion  ex- 
ressed  at  that  time  has  only  confirmed  mo  in  the 
elief  that  the  law  was  faithfully  declared,  and  be- 
yond that  for  myself  I feel  no  concern.  In  count- 
ing the  votes,  the  governor  and  council  are  ministe- 
rial officers,  having  no  judicial  power.  The  town- 
ship officers  make  their  returns  to  the  elerks  of  the 
different  counties,  and  those  officers  to  the  governor. 
The  clerks  base  their  return  exclusively  upon  the 
returns  made  to  them  by  the  township  election  offi- 
cers. They'  cannot  modify  or  alter  them  in  any' 
way,  and  the  governor  and  council  in  this  respect,  as 
counting  officers  of  a higher  grade,  must  rest  also 
on  the  returns  made  to  them  by  the  clerks,  and  can- 
not vary  or  depart  from  them.  So  far  as  any  diffi- 
culty'is  created  by  the  return  itself,  as  by  mistakes 
in  addition,  misplacing  the  name  of  a candidate,  the 
omission  of  a letter  or  by  any  other  irregularity  ap- 
pearing on  the  face  of  the  return,  the  facts  being 
before  the  governor  and  his  council,  may  be,  and 
should  always  be  corrected  in  such  way  as  to  carry 
out  the  clear  intention  of  the  voters.  In  the  present 
instance  every  vote  was  given  to  the  candidates  ac- 
cording to  such  intent,  so  far  as  the  same  could  be 
ascertained  by  the  returns  before  us.  We  refused 
to  go  out  of  the  returns  made  by  the  clerks,  from  a 
conviction  that  we  had  no  power  by  law  so  to  do. 
Such  was  the  advice  given  me  by  my  constitutional 
advisers,  and  in  their  opinion  I did  then  and  do  now 
coincide.  Was  it  ever  intended  to  give  to  the  gover- 
nor any  power  over  the  returns  which  the  clerks 
should  make?  Has  he  the  right  to  reject  any  re- 
turn, or  to  require  or  dictate  any  modification  of  it? 
No  such  power  ever  was,  in  my  opinion,  confided 
to  him,  and  nonesuch,  I trust,  will  ever  be  placed  in 
the  hands  of  one  man.  This  would  be  a dangerous 
delegation  of  power,  and  one  which  I would  resist 
in  common  with  every  other  citizen  of  the  state. 
He  must  count  the  votes  as  the  returning  officer 
sends  them,  without  exercising  any  controlling  in- 
fluence. Great  importance  has  been  attached  to  the 
words  in  the  law  which  require  the  governor  and 
privy  council  to  determine  the  six  persons  for  repre- 
sentatives‘who  have  the  greatest  number  of  votes 
from  the  whole  state.’  What  votes  are  here  referred 
to?  Clearly  those  contained  in  the  returns  of  the 
clerks.  The  act  itself  so  declares.  What  else 
could  govern  the  counting  officer?  Is  he  to  be  guid- 
ed by  rumor,  by  the  statements  of  individuals,  by 
certificates  of  township  officers  or  must  he  be  go- 
verned by  the  returns  made  by  the  officers  appoint- 
ed by  law?  It  seems  to  me  there  cannot  rest  a 
doubt  on  the  question.  The  return  made  by  the 
clerk  of  Cumberland  was  a general  one,  in  strict 
conformity  to  the  act,  giving  tlie  aggregate  vote  for 
each  candidate  in  the  whole  county,  without  speci- 
fying the  townships,  and  purporting  to  be  a full  re- 
turn of  all  the  voles  of  the  county.  Was  this  re- 
turn to  be  rejected,  and,  if  so,  for  what  reason? 
The  return  of  the  clerk  of  Middlesex  specified  the 
townships,  and,  as  to  the  township  of  South  Amboy, 
declared  that  no  return  had  been  made  to  him  from 
that  township  according  to  law.  Had  the  governor 
and  council  a right  to  say,  your  return  is  lalse,  the 
township  officers  of  South  Amboy  have  made  a re- 
turn to  you  according  to  law?  It  is  idle  to  talk  of 
any  such  power;  the  exercise  of  it  would  violate  the 
whole  spirit  and  intention  of  the  act.  It  is  not  per- 
ceived that  such  a construction  would  make  the  go- 
vernor and  council,  who  by  law  are  mere  counting 
officers,  the  arbiters  of  the  whole  election?  And  if 
they  may  go  this  length  without  the  sanction  of 
law,  they  may,  with  the  same  propriety,  hold  a 
grand  inquest  over  the  whole  election,  and  sit  in 
judgment  upon  the  entire  canvass.  So  arbttrary  and 
illegal  an  act  on  the  part  of  your  executive  officers 
would  receive  universal  condemnation. 


“It  has  been  further  insisted  that  the  governor  was 
bound  by  law  to  send  to  the  clerk  of  Middlesex  lor  a 
return  of  the  votes  of  the  township  of  South  Amboy, 
which  by  bis  certificate  appeared  not  to  have  been 
made  to  him  according  to  law.  I have  searched  in 
vain  for  any  such  law.  None  such  exists.  The  on- 
ly case  provided  for  by  the  statute  is  when  the  clerk 
of  a county  makes  no  return  of  all.  In  such  case 
the  governor  has  authority  to  send  for  his  return,  and 
only  in  such  case.  There  were  returns  made  by  the 
clerks  from  every  county  before  the  count  was  made, 
and  by  law  we  were  bound  to  accept  and  act  upon 
them.  The  precedents  were  found,  on  inquiry,  to 
be  all  in  conformity  with  this  view  of  the  case. — 
There  is  not  a single  instance  where  any  governor 
and  council  ever  went  beyond  the  clerk’s  return,  or 
ever  acted  upon  any  other  evidence  than  his  certifi- 
cate. On  the  contrary,  there  are  many  cases  which 
sanction  the  construction  which  was  adopted.  Seve- 
ral of  the  members  of  council  had  been  members 
two  years  before,  when  the  very  same  questions 
arose  in  a case  from  Somerset  county,  and  t lie  rule 
was  considered  as  settled  by  that  case. 

“You  will  perceive  that  I place  myself,  and  those 
gentlemen  who  acted  with  me,  upon  the  high  ground 
of  having  faithfully  executed  the  law.  If  we  live  un- 
der a government  of  laws,  we  must  follow  them  im- 
plicitly, without  fear  or  favor,  and  all  good  citizens 
will  sustain  their  public  officers  in  so  doing.  If  any 
injustice  has  been  done,  the  remedy  is  a plain  one. 
The  power  is  with  congress;  they  alone  have  the 
right  to  rectify  the  error,  if  any  exists. 

“So  far  as  the  conduct  of  the  clerks  of  Middlesex 
and  Cumberland  is  concerned,  it  does  not  become 
me  to  speak.  That  they  acted  as  faittiful  public  of- 
ficers, under  a solemn  sense  of  obligation,  and  with 
a higher  regard  for  the  authority  of  law  than  the 
praises  or  censures  of  men,  I never  had  a doubt. 

“It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  this  question 
should  have  assumed  a mere  party  aspect.  From 
that  moment  all  reason  and  argument  ceased,  and 
were  followed  only  by  denunciation  and  passion.  If 
I could  believe  that  1 possessed  one  secret  spring  of 
action  that  looked  like  a desire  to  usurp  either  the 
personal  or  political  rights  of  the  humblest  citizen  of 
the  state,  I should  hold  myself  unworthy  of  further 
public  confidence.  No,  gentlemen;  nothing  is  fur- 
ther removed  from  my  wishes  or  intentions,  and  I 
feel  it  right  thus  publicly  to  assure  you  that  all  the 
allegations  which  have  been  made,  of  any  interfer- 
ence on  my  part,  either  direct  or  indirect,  with  the 
clerk  of  any  county,  as  to  the  nature  or  form  of  the 
return  which  he  should  make,  are  utterly  without 
foundation. 

“I  am  led  to  this  explanation  in  this  place,  not  so 
much  from  a belief  that  it  is  at  all  necessary,  as  from 
an  habitual  respect  for  the  opinion  of  my  fellow  ci- 
tizens. No  single  subject  in  New  Jersey  was  ever 
made  a more  direct  question  before  the  people  at  an 
election  than  this  has  been.  They  have  rendered 
their  judgment,  and,  while  I have  reason  as  a public 
officer  to  feel,  as  I do  feel,  highly  gratified  at  the  re- 
sult, I have  no  desire  to  appropriate  it  to  myself  as 
a personal  consideration,  but  shall  alwaj's  regard  it 
as  the  testimony  of  a noble  and  intelligent  people  in 
favor  of  the  laws  and  their  faithful  execution.  I 
leave  this  whole  subject  with  a single  remark,  which 
the  history  of  all  governments  proves  to  be  true — 
that  the  rights  and  liberties  of  a people  will  never 
be  in  danger  from  any  mail,  however  great  his  pow- 
er, or  exhalted  his  station,  who  exercises  the  autho 
rity  conferred  upon  him  within  the  prescribed  limits 
of  law,  and  that  they  are  never  safe  in  the  hands  of 
any  who  transcend  those  limits.” 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Suits  against  the  bunks.  We  see  it  stated  in  the 
Philadelphia  papers,  that  repeated  suits  have  been 
brought  before  alderman  Binns  since  the  suspen- 
sion of  sppeie,  against  different  banking  institutions 
of  that  city,  to  recover  the  amount  of  money  set 
forth  and  promised  to  be  paid  on  the  face  of  their 
notes  in  specie.  The  alderman  as  yet  in  every  in- 
stance ha9  given  judgment  in  favor  of  the  plaintiffs. 

By  the  following  extract  from  the  Philadelphia 
Spirit  of  the  Times,  it  will  be  seen  that  some  of  the 
•furniture  of  a five  million  bank  has  been  seized  for 
some  five  dollar  debts. 

Bank  seizure.  We  learn  that  officer  Murphy 
made  a seizure  of  sundry  desks  and  cases,  the  pro- 
perty of  the  Girad  bank,  to  satisfy  the  judgments 
obtained  against  it  by  note  holders.  This  looks 
something  like  settling  np. 

Schuylkill  coal  trade.  The  shipments  for  the 
week  ending  the  24th  instant,  were  15,655  tons. 
Total  this  season,  377,283  tons,  in  6,976  boats. 

Interments  in  Philadelphia  for  the  week  ending 
26th,  89. 

The  National  Gazette  of  Wednesday  evening 
makes  the  following  forcible  remarks. 

“Our  reminiscence  does  not  extend  to  the  time 
when  there  was  as  much  evident  drunkenness  in 


Philadelphia,  as  there  has  been  within  (lie  last  few 
months.  To  see  a man  staggering  along  the  streets 
is  no  unusual  sight;  and  we  can  remember  when  it 
was  a rare  circumstance.  The  increase  of  intem- 
perance may  be  simply  accounted  for  by  the  ex- 
tension of  licenses  for  tippling  shops,  and  the  mul- 
tiplication of  the  same  under  the  name  of  oyster 
houses.  Temperance  associations,  and  Christian 
teachers  may  preach  in  vain,  so  long  as  they  are 
unsustained  by  the  makers  and  ministers  of  the 
law.  It  is  necessary  for  the  reputation  of  Phila- 
delphia, that  the  increase  of  this  monstrous  evil 
should  be  arrested.  The  ground  should  be  taken 
that  no  dram  shops  at  all  ate  necessary — a truth 
which  no  sober,  disinterested  person  can  deny.” 
MARYLAND. 

We  learn  from  the  Cumberland  papers  that  nine 
of  the  individuals  concerned  in  perpetrating  out- 
rages along  the  line  of  the  canal,  (below  Cumber- 
land), have  been  tried,  convicted  and  sentenced  to 
imprisonment  in  the  penitentiary. 

John  Atwell,  for  18  years;  John  O’Donnell,  Jas. 
Reynolds,  Hugh  Agan,  Edward  Kelly,  Ned  Kel- 
ley, Patrick  Devine,  Felix  Malone,  lor  16  years 
each;  James  Ferguson,  for  10  years. 

The  whig  majorities.  The  majority  of  Mr.  Den- 
nis, in  the  first  district  of  Maryland,  is  410  votes 
over  his  Van  Buren  opponent,  and  377  over  both 
his  opponents. 

The  majority  of  Mr.  W.  Cost  Johnson,  in  the 
fifth  district,  is  643;  and 

The  majoiityof  Mr.  Jenifer,  in  the  seventh  dis- 
trict, is  573.  [Nat.  Int. 

VIRGINTA. 

Appointment.  Rev.  Joseph  Tyler,  of  the  deaf 
and  dumb  asylum,  in  Hartford,  has  received  tiie 
appointment  of  president  of  the  state  asylum,  re- 
cently founded  in  Staunton,  Virginia. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

Death  of  judge  Lee.  The  Charleston  papers  of 
the  25th  announce  the  death  of  another  eminent 
citizen  of  South  Carolina.  The  Courier  says:  “the 
lion.  Thomas  Lee,  judge  of  the  district  court  of  the 
United  States  for  the  district  of  South  Carolina,  and 
president  of  the  stale  bank,  closed  his  virtuous  and 
useful  life,  yesterday,  in  this  city,  after  several  days 
illness  of  country  fever,  aged  about  seventy  veavs. 

Death  of  Thomas  Dugan,  esq.  The  Columbia 
(S.  C.)  papers  announce  t he  death  of  tile  bon. 
Thomas  Dugan,  who  was  a member  of  the  South 
Carolina  legislature,  house  and  senate,  for  twenty 
years  past. 

GEORGIA. 

Ten  additional  miles  of  new  road  have  just  been 
added  to  the  Central  rail  road  of  Georgia,  making  a 
continuous  line  of  93  miles.  By  the  first  of  Janua- 
ry  next,  100  miles  will  be  open  for  travel. 

We  learn  from  the  “Georgian”  of  the  17th  in- 
stant, that  Mr.  Secretary  Forsyth  contemplates  a 
visit  to  the  city  of  Savannah,  and  a meeting  of  the 
citizens  of  Chatham  county  is  called  to  unite  in  ten- 
dering to  him,  on  the  occasion,  some  testimonials  of 
respect. 

ALABAMA. 

The  excitement  in  Mobile  relative  to  the  recent 
fires,  had  measurably  subsided  by  our  last  accounts 
from  there,  to  the  19th.  A meeting  of  the  citizens 
bad  been  held  some  few  days  previous,  and  resolu- 
tions passed  for  the  appointment  of  various  com- 
mittees, who  were  invested  with  high  powers  and 
responsible  duties.  At  this  distance,  it  would  seem 
that  the  [lowers  thus  devolved  on  these  committees, 
if  exercised,  would  set  aside  the  course  of  the  regu- 
lar laws;  but  the  papers  assure  us  that  the  only  ob- 
ject was  to  assist  in  enforcing  the  law,  and,  so  far, 
there  appears  to  have  been  no  material  departure 
from  it.  No  violence  bad  been  committed  on  anv 
one;  and,  though  several  persons  were  arrested  un- 
der suspicions  circumstances,  calculated  to  create 
excitement,  they  were  all  lei t to  trial  and  punish- 
ment by  the  regular  courts  of  justice. 

The  deaths  in  the  week  ending  on  the  18th  insf. 
were  twenty-four,  and  in  the  month,  up  to  that  date, 
seventy-three.  The  names  of  those  who  died  from' 
the  10th  to  the  14th,  inclusive,  were  as  follows: 

October  10,  John  Auge,  from  the  United  Slates 
steamer;  Mr.  Moore,  2. 

11,  Colonel  R.  Hinton;  William  J.  Ingersolk 
Mrs.  Cummennon,  Spring  Hill;  Savanna,  Spring 
Hill,  J.  Conly;  Andrew  Leonard,  6. 

12,  Sylvester  Smith;  infant  child  of  Mrs.  Banks; 
child  unknown,  Stone  street;  Mrs.  Roberts;  Mrs. 
Brown;  woman  of  Dr.  Roberts;  D.  W.  Monlin; 
Augustus  Tucker,  8. 

13,  J.  Baslian;  Mrs.  Gliddon,  2. 

14,  Wm.  Sitter;  Nicholas  Sannantine,  2. 

Letters  have  been  received  at  Mobile,  stating 

that  in  Augusta  county,  Alabama,  great  alarm  anil 
confusion  prevailed.  Some  ruffians  who  were  con- 
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cealed  in  the  swamps,  had  sallied  out  and  killed 
one  man,  who  was  riding  on  the  road,  and  wound- 
ed another.  The  whole  neighborhood  was  in  arms, 
with  dogs,  &c.  in  search  of  the  rascals,  intending  to 
inflict  upon  them,  if  found,  due  chastisement. 

[Balt.  Pat. 

MISSISSIPPI. 

A late  number  of  the  Raymond  Times  published 
at  Hinds  county,  Mississippi,  contained  twenty  and 
a half  columns  of  advertisements  of  sales  by  sheriffs, 
collectors,  marshals,  three  columns  and  more  of  no- 
tices of  insolvents,  elections,  candidates,  &c.  and 
only  seventeen  and  a half  lines  of  reading  matter. 

LOUISIANA. 

A report  of  the  interments  at  the  three  city  ceme- 
teries of  New  Orleans,  from  the  7th  to  the  13th  in- 
fant, inclusive,  gives  a total  of  93.  At  the  Catholic 
and  Protestant  cemeteries  for  the  week  ending  13th, 
16_fever  6.  On  the  14th  there  was  one  interment 
at  the  Catholic  cemetery — none  of  fever;  and  at  the 
Protestant,  none  of  any  disease.  At  the  Bayou  ce- 
metery on  the  14th  the  interments  were  6 — of  fever 
2.  On  the  same  day,  the  admissions  to  the  Charity 
hospital  were  15— yellow  fever  8 — deaths  2. 

The  New  Orleans  Bee  of  the  16th  insf.  says: 

The  fever  has  subsided  almost  entirely.  The 
weekly  report  of  interments  proves  that  the  deaths 
from  this  cause  have  diminished  fifty  per  cent,  with- 
in the  last  eight  days.  The  whole  number  of  deaths 
from  yellow  fever  scarcely  exceed  twenty;  and  we 
have  no  doubt  whatever  that  in  ten  days  the  disease 
will  have  totally  disappeared.  Strangers  are  flock- 
ing into  the  city — several  hundred  arrived  during 
the  past  week;  nor  has  their  presence  so  far  tended 
to  re-produce  the  epidemic,  or  rendered  it  more  fa- 
tal. In  fact  nothing  but  a frost  is  needed  to  enable 
us  to  state  that  the  pestilence  no  longer  exists. 

Suspension  at  New  Orleans. — The  problem,  as  to 
the  action  of  New  Orleans,  in  regard  to  suspension, 
is  solved.  We  learn  from  the  Bulletin  of.  the  19th 
inst.  that  the  news  of  suspension  at  Philadelphia 
reached  that  city  on  the  preceding  evening.  On  the 
same  evening,  a meeting  of  the  presidents  of  the  se- 
veral banks,  wa3  had,  at  which  resolutions  were 
passed,  declaring  that  in  view  of  the  measure  else- 
where adopted,  a suspension  of  specie  payments  by 
the  Louisiana  banks  was  inevitable;  and  therefore, 
that  the  immediate  adoption  by  them  of  that  mea- 
sure, “is  urgently  called  for  by  the  best  interests  of 
the  community.”  The  measure  of  suspension  was 
accordingly  recommended  to  the  banks  of  that  state, 
to  continue  in  operation  “until  the  northern  banks 
shall  have  resumed.”  In  accordance  with  the  views 
and  recommendations  of  this  meeting,  the  banks 
in  N.  Orleans,  with  one  consent,  suspended  specie 
payments  on  the  18th  inst. 

The  New  Orleans  papers  of  the  19th,  speak  of 
trade  as  being  dull;  even  cotton,  which  had  been 
brisk,  has  partaken  of  the  decline.  The  suspension 
news  had  been  received,  and  the  consequence  was, 
as  mivht  be  expected,  that  the  banks  there  followed 
the  example  set  by  Philadelphia,  this  city,  &c. — 
The  subject  of  incendiarism  was  still  occupying  the 
attention  of  the  public  mind.  One  fellow  by  the 
name  of  Wilson  had  been  arrested  at  Lafayette,  and 
a battle  of  phosphorus  found  on  his  person,  which 
he  accounted  for,  by  saying  he  used  it  in  the  capa- 
city of  a juggler.  The  Attakapas  (La.)  Gazette 
gives  a sweet  picture  of  the  sugar  crop  all  over  the 
state.  It  promises  to  be  very  abundant,  and  of 
excellent  quality.  A Mr.  Tinet,  from  Opelousas, 
had  been  murdered  in  the  parish  of  St.  Laudry,  by 
some  unknown  hand;  and  at  Grand  river  a man 
named  Farmer  h;  s been  murdered  by  another  nam- 
ed Prntte,  who  struck  him  on  the  head  with  an  axe. 
At  Iberville,  a man  calling  himself  John  Wagner 
was  arrested  on  a charge  of  stealing  $1,000,  from  a 
boat  at  Baton  Rouge.  "Letters  have  been  received 
from  Mobile,  in  which  it  was  stated  that  in  Augusta 
county,  Ala.  some  ruffians,  who  were  concealed  in 
a swamp,  had  sallied  out  and  killed  one  man  who 
was  riding  along  the  road,  and  wounded  another.— 
Pursuit  was  made  after  them  by  men  and  dogs.  At 
Natchez  the  epidemic  was  in  full  force.  The  editor 
of  the  Courier  had  been  taken  down,  but  was  reco- 
vering; and  the  inroads  made  hy  sickness  among  the 
clerks  of  the  post  office,  as  to  throw  the  business 
nearly  altogether  on  the  hands  of  the  postmaster; 
the  consequence  was  a very  inconvenient  delay  in 
the  business  of  the  office.  [Sun. 

TENNESSEE. 

The  Union  bank  and  the  Planters  bank,  of  Nash- 
ville, Tenn.  have  suspended,  but  the  State  bank,  at 
that  place,  was  still  paying  specie  on  the  18th. 

Dr.  John  S.  Young,  (ad.)  has  been  elected  se- 
cretary of  state,  by  the  legislature  of  Tennessee,  in 
the  place  of  Luke  Lea,  (whig).  At  the  same  time, 
the  hon.  Thomas  Many  was  unanimously  re-elected 
judge  of  the  sixth  judicial  circuit. 

The  Nashville  Whig  brings  us  the  preliminary 
proceedings  of  the  Tennessee  legislature,  which 


have  assumed  a decidedly  party  complexion.  The 
majority  has  for  the  first  time  introduced  the  pre- 
vious question,  and  a new  rule  providing  for  a com- 
mittee on  foreign  relations.  On  both  of  these  pre- 
positions there  was  an  animated  and  an  interesting 
debate,  terminating,  of  course,  in  their  decision,  re- 
spectively, by  a strict  party  vote. 

In  convention  of  the  two  branches,  the  speaker  of 
the  senate  and  the  speaker  of  the  house,  proceeded  to 
count  the  votes  for  governor,  when  the  clerk  of  the 
senate  announced  that  James  K.  Polk  had  received 
for  governor  54,630  votes,  and  Newton  Cannon 
52,114  votes;  Polk’s  precise  majority  2,566  (twen- 
ty-five hundred  and  sixty-six)  votes — the  vote  of 
the  county  of  Shelby  being  informal  but  received  on 
the  unofficial  information  of  the  senator  and  repre- 
sentative from  that  county. 

The  vote  of  Shelby  stood  for  Polk  668;  Cannon 
718. 

From  reports  submitted  to  the  legislature,  we 
learn  that  the  grand  total  of  the  taxable  property  of 
the  state,  amounts  to  one  hundred  and  twenty-five 
millions,  fourteen  thousand  and  fifty-nine  dollars, 
divided  as  follows: 

In  East  Tennessee,  $21,212,891 

Middle  Tennessee,  71,695,668 

West  Tennessee,  32,105,500 


$125,014,059 

The  white  polls,  over  21  and  under  45  years, 
numbers  seventy-eight  thousand,  seven  hundred  and 
eighty;  the  voting  population,  according  to  the  re- 
turns of  governor,  one  hundred  and  six  thousand  se- 
ven hundred  and  sixty-four. 

The  following  resolutions,  apparently  contem- 
plating some  action  to  supercede  Mr.  Senator  White, 
were  adopted  in  the  senate: 

Resolved,  That  his  excellency  the  governor  be  re- 
spectfully requested  as  soon  as  he  may  find  it  practi- 
cable, to  furnish  the  senate  copiesofall  orany  corres- 
pondence which  may  have  passed  between  him  and 
the  hon.  Hugh  L.  White  in  all  the  months  of  Octo- 
ber, November  and  December  of  the  year  1838, 
touching  the  resignation  of  the  said  Hugh  L.  White 
as  senator  in  congress.  And  that  his  excellency,  in 
communicating  said  correspondence,  be  especially 
requested  to  communicate  to  the  senate  the  copy  of 
any  resignation  or  letter  of  resignation  which  he  may 
have  received  in  the  time  specified  from  the  said 
Hugh  L.  White  as  such  senator,  and  that  if  any  such 
resignation  or  letter  was  ever  received  by  his  ex- 
cellency and  is  not  on  file  in  the  executive  depart- 
ment, or  has  been  lost  or  mislaid,  or  has  otherwise 
been  disposed  of  by  direction  of  his  excellency,  and 
is  now  out  of  his  possession,  that  he  be  requested  to 
communicate  any  copy  he  may  have  of  the  same,  or 
especially  state  the  contents  of  said  resignation,  or 
letter  of  resignation,  specifying  its  date,  how  receiv- 
ed, and  when  received,  and  all  other  information 
proper  to  be  communicated  to  the  senate  relative  to 
said  correspondence  which  may  be  in  the  possession 
of  his  excellency. 

Resolved,  That  the  foregoing  resolution  be  forth- 
with communicated  to  his  excellency. 

ARKANSAS. 

It  is  announced  in  the  Little  Rock  Arkansas  Ga- 
zette, that  gov.  Conway  of  that  state  will  not  be  a 
candidate  for  re-election. 

INDIANA. 

The  New  Albany  (Indiana)  Argus, recommends 
that  if  the  banks  of  Indiana  refuse  to  pay  specie 
while  they  have  a dollar  left,  their  charters  shall  be 
taken  from  them.  “We  have  no  hesitation,”  says 
the  Argus,  “in  making  this  declaration;  and  we  feel 
that  we  shall  be  backed  in  it  by  every  democrat  in 
the  state.” 

ILLINOIS. 

Illinois  whi"  slate  convention.  The  Sangamo  Jour- 
nal gives  an  animated  account  of  the  proceedings  of 
this  body  which  assembled  at  Springfield  on  the  7th 
inst.  Its  object  was  to  provide  for  a thorough  or- 
ganization of  the  whig  party  of  Illinois,  and  to  name 
delegates  for  the  national  convention  at  Harrisburg. 
The  proceedings  of  the  convention  were  conducted 
with  much  harmony,  and  the  following  gentlemen 
elected  to  attend  the  national  convention:  Geo.  W. 
Ralph,  Ezra  Baker,  Wm.  B.  Warren,  Win.  A, 
Mirishali  and  W.  L.  Newberry. 

The  following  is  among  the  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  we  have  full  and  entire  confidence 
in  the  talents,  patriotism  and  political  integrity  of 
the  two  distinguished  statesmen  spoken  of  as  can- 
didates for  the  presidency,  the  hon.  Henry  Clay  of 
Kentucky,  and  gen.  Wm.  Henry  Harrison  of  Ohio, 
both  favorite  “■Harries  of  the  west,"  and  that  in  op- 
position to  Martin  Van  Buren  we  will  cordially 
support  the  nominee  of  the  whig  national  conven- 
tion. 

Sickness  at  the  west.  The  Peoria  (111.)  Register 
of  Sept.  28th  states  that  an  unusual  degree  of 


sickness  prevails  in  many  parts  of  that  county,  es- 
pecially upon  the  bottom  lands  along  the  water 
courses.  The  upland  prairies  were  generally 
healthy. 

MISSOURI. 

Missouri.  The  Van  Buren  convention  of  Mis- 
souri has  nominated  John  Jameson  as  a candidate 
to  fill  the  vacancy  in  congress,  occasioned  by  the 
death  of  Mr.  Harrison.  The  election  was  held 
on  the  28th  instant.  For  the  election  next  year 
John  Reynolds  has  been  nominated  for  governor 
and  John  Miller  and  John  C.  Edwards  for  congress. 
The  whigs  had  no  candidate  in  the  field  for  the 
special  election. 

Dr.  Owen.  It  was  announced  in  the  papers  of 
this  city  a few  days  since,  that  Dr.  David  Dale 
Ow’en,  geologist,  &c.  died  in  Iowa  territory,  twenty- 
five  miles  from  Davenport,  while  on  a surveying 
tour  in  the  mineral  region.  This  we  are  happy  to 
state,  is  a mistake.  A gentleman  in  this  city,  just 
from  Davenport  says  that  a gentlemen  of  that  place 
saw  Dr.  Owen  alive  and  well  after  the  date  of  the 
Burlington  Gazette  which  announced  his  death, 
and  that  the  story  had  originated  from  the  fact  that 
one  of  his  agents  employed  in  the  surveying  expe- 
dition had  died  of  congestive  fever  at  the  time  and 
place  mentioned.  [S(.  Louis  Argus. 

IOWA. 

Another  contested  seat.  The  Burlington  (Iowa) 
Patriot  of  the  10th  inst.  says:  “The  governor  has 
issued  his  proclamation,  declaring  Francis  Gehon, 
esq.  delegate  to  congress  from  the  territory  of 
Iowa!!  Said  Gehon  having  received  843  votes,  W. 
W.  Chapman  24,  and  Joseph  M.  Robinson  13,  at 
the  last  August  election.  In  the  late  election  our 
fellow  citizens  in  the  southern  part  of  the  territory 
thought  it  unnecessary  to  vote  for  a delegate,  inas- 
much as  congress  did,  at  the  late  session,  pass  a 
special  act  declaring  Mr.  Chapman  entitled  to  his 
seat  for  two  years.  The  governor’s  proclamation 
is  issued  in  accordiance  to  a law  of  the  last  session 
of  our  legislature.  We  presume— as  it  will  then 
be  fashionable — Mr.  Gehon  will  contest  his  elec- 
tion at  the  next  meeting  of  congress,  and  we  shall 
then  see  which  law  is  the  strongest— the  congres- 
sional or  the  territorial.” 

FLORIDA. 

It  is  stated  in  the  East  Florida  Gazette,  of  the 
19th.  inst.  that  a detachment  of  dragoons,  while 
crossing  the  Oscilla  river,  were  fired  on  by  a party 
of  Indians,  and  that  seven  were  killed,  and  others 
wounded.  From  the  tone  of  the  resolutions  adopt- 
ed at  their  public  meetings,  it  appears  the  East 
Floridians  are  exceedingly  anxious  for  a division  of 
the  teriitory. 

The  Appalachicola  Gazette  of  the  9th  states  that 
governor  Call,  at  the  head  of  some  troops,  is  in  pur- 
suit of  the  Indians,  and  had  penetrated  as  far  as 
Deadman’s  Bay,  and  says  of  the  Indians  that, 
“when  they  can  neither  run  nor  treat,  they  will 
fight.” 

Key  West,  Oct.  7.  More  Indian  murders.  By 
the  sloop  Index,  captain  Fitch,  which  arrived  at 
this  port  on  the  3d  inst.  we  have  intelligence  from 
Key  Biscayne  as  late  as  the  27th  September.  The 
Indians  have  become  hostile  again! — they  have 
killed  two  soldiers  and  one  black  interpretei!  It 
appears  that  on  the  27th  inst.  they  had  a dance  at 
New  river,  within  two  miles  of  the  fort,  which  is 
occupied  by  lieutenant  Tompkins,  who  has  about 
thirty  men  under  his  command,  being  a detachment 
from  the  steamer  Poinsett.  All  the  officers  and 
men  were  invited  to  the  dance,  which  was  held  in 
the  night.  They  all,  with  the  exception  of  the 
three  above  mentioned,  declined  the  invitation. — 
They  obtained  permission  fiom  their  commanding 
officer  to  attend  the  dance,  leaving  the  fort  about 
dark.  Scarcely  had  they  arrived  at  the  place  where 
the  Indians  were  assembled  before  they  were  fallen 
upon  by  these  blood  thirsty  devils,  and  butchered 
in  a most  horrid  manner. 

One  of  the  men  was  pierced  with  fifty  balls! — 
The  other  two  were  most  shockingly  mangled. — 
The  Indians,  being  thwarted  of  their  demon-like 
design  upon  all  who  were  in  the  fort,  (who,  no 
doubt,  would  have  been  served  in  the  same  man- 
ner, had  they  attended),  thus  vented  their  rage 
upon  these  defenceless  ereatures. 

Lieutenant  Tompkins  sent  an  express  to  colonel 
Hamey,  at  Key  Biscayne,  for  assistance,  as  he  did 
not  know  at  what  moment  he  might  be  attacked  by 
the  Indians.  Lieutenant  Sloan  of  the  marine  corps 
was  despatched  immediately  with  a detachment, by 
colonel  Harney,  to  relieve  lieutenant  Tompkins. 

We  have  not  ascertained  what  party  of  Indians  it 
is  who  committed  this  depredation,  but  have  no 
doubt  of  their  being  all  combined,  although  some  of 
them  would  deceive  the  whites,  under  the  pre- 
tence of  appearing  friendly.  Such  sad  and  repeated 
proofs  of  their  friendship,  we  think  should  teach 
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the  whites  to  properly  appreciate  and  guard  against 
them.  [ South  Floridian. 

From  Tampa  Bay.  On  the  3d  instant  a party  of 
Indians  made  a descent  upon  cattle  at  Tampa  Bay, 
and  carried  off  79  head.  Captain  Fulton,  2d  dra- 
goons, had  gone  in  pursuit.  It  had  not  transpired 
whether  this  act  of  plunder  was  perpetrated  by  the 
peace  or  hostile  party;  a distinction  which,  it  seems 
has  been  created  by  some  whites,  in  consequence 
of  the  very  apparent  indignation  which  Mr.  Samuel 
.dpiaka  Jones  evinced  when  he  was  informed  of  the 
treacherous  and  murderous  conduct  of  his  follow- 
ers, upon  the  camp  at  Calooshatchie. 

General  Taylor,  up  to  the  5th  instant  had  received 
lio  instructions  from  the  war  department,  to  his  fu- 
ture action;  and  he  was  to  leave  for  Newnansville, 
in  order  to  have  mustered  into  service,  on  the  12th 
instant,  a battalion  of  mounted  volunteers. 

THE  PHILADELPHIA  BANKS  IN  EXPLA- 
NATION OF  THEIR  COURSE. 

At  an  adjourned  meeting  of  the  delegates  from  the 
banks  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and  adjoining  dis- 
tricts, held  on  Wednesday  evening,  Oct.  23d,  1839, 
the  committee  appointed  at  a previous  meeting  to 
prepare  and  report  an  address  to  the  citizens  of  Penn- 
sylvania, presented  the  following,  which  was  read, 
unanimously  adopted  and  directed  to  be  signed  by 
the  chairman  and  secretaries,  and  published  in  all  the 
daily  papers: 

TO  THE  CITIZENS  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

The  banks  of  Philadelphia  having  decided  to  sus- 
pend for  a time  the  payment  of  their  notes  in  specie, 
deem  it  their  duty  to  explain  to  the  citizens  of  Penn- 
sylvania, the  reasons  of  that  measure.  This  they 
will  do  frankly  and  briefly. 

In  May,  1836,  the  banks  in  New  York  suspended 
payments  in  specie,  and  the  rest  of  the  union  fol- 
lowed their  example.  This  just  and  necessary 
measure  was  required  by  the  commercial  relations 
between  this  country  and  Europe;  and  all  the  banks 
of  the  United  States  immediately  directed  their  ef- 
forts to  assist  the  country  in  the  honorable  discharge 
of  its  loreign  debts,  and  to  prepare  for  the  resump- 
tion of  specie  payments.  These  operations  were 
proceeding  in  a manner  easy  for  the  country  and  sa- 
tisfactory to  its  foreign  creditors,  when  their  pro- 
gress was  disturbed  by  a premature  effort  for  a ge- 
neral resumption  of  specie  payments.  The  banks 
of  New  York  were  unfortunately  constrained  by  law 
to  resume  on  a given  day,  whatever  might  be  the 
state  of  the  country;  and  they  naturally  endeavored 
to  induce  all  the  other  banks  to  do  voluntarily  what 
they  were  compelled  to  do.  This  purpose  was 
effected,  aided  as  it  was  by  the  impalience  of  the 
public,  by  the  competition  of  political  parties 
anxious  to  appropriate  to  their  respective  sides  the 
popularity  expected  from  hastening  the  resumption, 
and  by  feelings  of  local  pride,  which  prevented 
many  from  declining  to  do  what  in  reality  they  dis- 
appioved,  and  accordingly  a day  of  resumption  was 
named. 

The  banlcs  of  Philadelphia  were  quite  as  ready  to 
resume  as  those  who  were  most  anxious  to  begin,  for 
they  had  greatly  reduced  their  liabililies,  and  one  of 
their  number  had  no  less  than  $7,357,000  in  its 
vaull3.  But  they  believed  that  the  country  at  large 
had  not  yet  sufficiently  recovered  from  that  violent 
shock  to  be  ready  for  resumption.  They  recollected 
that  under  similar  circumstances  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land had  continued  her  suspension  for  upwards  of 
twenty  years,  and  they  avowed  their  apprehension 
that  a resumption  in  the  unprepared  state  of  the 
country  must  be  followed  by  a relapse.  Overruled 
in  this  judgment,  and  obliged  at  the  hazard  of  great- 
er evils  to  unite  in  the  resumption,  they  sincerely 
co-operated  in  it,  and,  being  satisfied  that  the  mea- 
sure, in  order  to  be  useful  or  permanent,  must  be 
general,  they  made  great  efforts  and  large  advances 
to  the  southern  and  south  western  states,  who  were 
thus  enabled,  almost  exclusively  by  the  assistance  of 
the  Philadelphia  banks,  to  unite  in  the  resumption. 
But  the  inefiicacy  of  the  measure  soon  became  ob- 
vious. The  southern  and  south  western  states 
placed  by  the  resumption  too  much  in  advance  of 
the  crops,  which  alone  could  sustain  them,  gave 
way  at  the  earliest  demand  for  specie,  thus  breaking 
the  general  line  of  resumption,  and  weakening  the 
Atlantic  banks  by  the  amount  of  the  advances  made 
to  support  them.  Nor  is  this  all.  The  delusive 
appearance  ot  the  resumption  worked  injuriously 
on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic.  In  this  country  it 
caused  the  belief  that  all  the  danger  was  over,  and 
individuals  rushed  into  new  enterprises,  and  states 
undertook  new  improvements,  relying  on  the  enjoy- 
ment of  the  old  facilities  ot  credit.  Abroad,  the 
extraordinary  and  honorable  efforts  made  to  discharge 
its  debts,  exalted  the  character  of  the  country,  arid 
merchants  hastened  to  sell  on  credit,  and  capitalists 
to  lend  on  the  public  securities  of  a people  who  had 
been  thus  faithful  to  their  engagements. 


It  was  then  that  the  anticipations,  under  which  the 
Philadelphia  banks  gave  their  reluctant  assent  to  the 
measure,  were  realized.  And  now',  after  little  more 
than  a year  of  nominal  resumption,  the  southern 
and  south  western  states  are  more  embarrassed  than 
ever.  The  Atlantic  banks  are  weakened  by  their 
fruitless  endeavors  to  aid  those  states — the  commer- 
cial debt  to  Europe  is  larger  than  at  the  resumption 
— the  debt  of  the  states  in  Europe  much  larger,  and 
the  specie  means  of  the  country  much  diminished. 
The  premature  resumption  of  specie  payments, 
therefore,  has  left  the  country  in  a state  of  exhaus- 
tion, which  has  prevented  its  being  able  to  stand  the 
new  shock  which  forms  the  more  recent  and  direct 
cause  of  the  present  suspension,  and  drain  of  specie 
to  England. 

In  our  relations  with  England,  she  is  largely  and 
habitually  a creditor.  Like  all  other  creditors,  she 
is  willing  to  buy  more  and  to  lend  more  while  her 
own  situation  is  perfectly  easy — but  when  she  is  her- 
self pressed,  she  ceases  to  lend,  ceases  to  buy  and 
proceeds  at  once  to  exact  payment.  Thus  in  ordi- 
nary times  she  receives  payment  for  her  goods  in 
our  own  produce,  or  in  our  own  funds,  and  rarely 
requires,  because  she  rarely  needs,  specie.  But  a 
sudden  trouble  has  come  upon  England,  which  re- 
verses the  whole  of  our  relations.  Her  crops  have 
failed,  and  she  is  lorced  to  protect  her  people  against 
famine  by  purchasing  food,  and  this  not  from  our 
own  country,  which  might  furnish  a market  for  our 
crops,  but  from  her  neighbors  who  can  furnish  it 
cheper  than  we  can — and  as  these  are  comparative- 
ly small  consumers  of  her  products,  she  must  pay 
with  specie  for  her  lood.  Accordingly,  the  Bank  of 
England  alone  has  been  obliged  to  furnish  more  than 
thirty-five  millions  of  dollars  in  specie,  to  be  ship- 
ped abroad — a drain  that  has  threatened  that  institu- 
tion with  suspension.  By  the  latest  statement  of 
her  affairs,  it  appears  that  with  immediate  demands 
for  which  she  is  liable,  of  £25,742,000,  the  whole 
stoek of  specie  is  only  £2,800,000,  and  this  after 
borrowing  from  the  Bank  of  France  £2,000,000 — 
so  that  without  this  extraordinary  aid,  her  position 
would  have  been  extremely  critical. 

The  consequence  is  that  money  has  risen  to  twice 
or  three  times  its  ordinary  value — that  the  staples  of 
this  country  are  unsaleable  except  at  ruinous  sacri- 
fices— that  (he  stocks  of  this  country  sent  by  the 
states,  or  by  the  banks,  or  by  individuals,  are  whol- 
ly incontrovertable,  leaving  as  the  safest  and  the  fa- 
vorite mode  of  payment,  the  exportation  of  specie. 
The  demand  for  this  article  is  still  further  increased 
by  the  efforts  made  in  England  to  produce  relief  at 
home. 

The  manufacturer,  pressed  by  some  urgent  want, 
empties  his  warehouse  into  the  packets,  and  selling 
his  goods  here  at  a small  sacrifice,  for  notes  which 
are  discounted  at  a second  sacrifice,  he  ships  the 
specie,  which  reaches  England  in  time  to  relieve  him, 
leaving  this  country  flooded  with  goods  without  any 
regard  lo  its  wants  or  its  consumption. 

The  result  is,  that  the  coin  of  this  country  is 
wanted  in  England  to  send  to  the  continent  for  food 
— that  a very  large  portion  of  it  has  already  gone, 
and  that  (he  rest  will  probably  follow.  The  banks 
of  Philadelphia  have  already  contributed  many  mil- 
lions— one  single  bank  of  their  number  having  since 
the  resumption  in  August,  1838,  paid  out  no  less 
than  $8,712,000,  in  this  city  alone,  and  the  demand 
seems  to  increase  instead  of  subsiding. 

Under  these  circumstances,  they  have  had  to  adopt 
one  of  two  alternatives — either  lo  force  the  commu- 
nity, by  sacrifices  of  its  property,  to  pay  its  debts  to 
the  banks,  in  gold  and  silver,  to  be  shipped  forth- 
with to  England,  or  else  to  resort  to  a temporary 
suspension  until  the  community  as  w'ellas  the  banks 
could  have  time  lo  recover  from  the  effects  of  these 
foreign  troubles.  They  have  not  hesitated  to  prefer 
the  latter,  as  being  the  most  conducive  to  the  true 
interests  of  the  state;  and  they  confidently  rely  that 
their  motives  will  be  duly  appreciated  by  the  public 
authorities  of  the  commonwealth.  To  that  common- 
wealth the}7  owe  their  existence,  and  they  regard 
her  prosperity  as  a paramount  consideration,  to 
which  they  have  alwavs  sacrificed  their  own  merely 
pecuniary  interests.  Every  loan  wanted  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  state,  every  great  improvement  for  the 
development  of  its  resources,  has  always  found  a 
constant  and  liberal  contributor  in  the  banks;  nor  is 
it  an  exaggerated  estimate  that  four-fifths  of  the 
funds  for  the  internal  improvements  of  the  state, 
have  been  contributed  by  t he  banks. 

On  the  whole,  the  views  which  the  banks  of  Phi- 
ladelphia wish  to  present  are  these: 

That  they  were  reluctantly  obliged  to  unite  in  the 
resumption  last  year,  declaring  if  it  were  postponed 
for  further  preparation  it  would  be  general  and  per- 
manent. 

That  events  have  proved  the  resumption  to  have 
been  premature,  weakening  the  banks  and  the  coun- 
try. 


That  in  this  exhausted  condition  they  have  to  en- 
counter a fresh  demand  for  specie,  to  buy  food  for 
the  people  of  England,  which  threatens  to  drain  the 
last  dollar  from  their  vaults. 

That  every  motive  of  prudence  which  caused  the 
suspension  of  1837,  applies  with  much  greater  in- 
fluence at  the  present  moment;  and  that  the  banks  of 
Philadelphia  have  thought  themselves  justified  in 
resorting  to  it,  as  the  only  remaining  protection  for 
the  interests  entrusted  to  their  care. 

In  adopting  it,  however,  the  banks  would  not  cast 
the  remotest  censure  on  those  institutions  which 
pursue  a different  course.  They  desire  only  to  ex- 
plain themselves,  not  to  criminate  others.  Thev 
think  that  it  was  impracticable  for  them  to  continue 
specie  payments  without  sacrificing  the  community 
around  them. 


Their  own  proceedings  they  thus  submit  to  the 
people  of  Pennsylvania,  who  are  the  best  judges  of 
their  correctness;  but  the  banks  confidently  jdedge 
themselves  for  (he  sincerity  of  their  views  in  adopt- 
ing it,  their  honest  anxiety  to  protect  the  interests  of 
the  state,  and  to  husband  its  resources  from  being 
swept  away  by  this  current  lo  England,  and  they 
now  respectfully  but  anxiously  await  the  opinion  of 
the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania. 


JOHN  WHITE. 


William  Welsh, 
Jas.  S.  Newbold. 


} 


secretaries. 


chairman . 


The  following  extract  is  from  professor  Tucker’s 
“theory  of  money  and  banks  investigated”  as  re- 
viewed in  the  October  number  of  the  New  York  Re- 
view7. 

“This  step  of  our  reasoning  brings  us  then  to  the 
conclusion,  that  banks  of  some  kind  or  other  are  a 
matter  both  ot  public  convenience  and  public  safety 
—they  give  to  private  credits  facility  and  security . 
Had  we  no  banks  or  bankers  in  the  country,  we 
should  still  have  credits,  and  those  credits  constitut  ■ 
ing  paper  money.  Individual  securities  would  sup- 
ply the  place  of  bank  securities,  and  the  only  differ- 
ence W'ould  be,  that  the  nation  would  have’ a paper 
circulation,  less  convenient,  and  less  safe — our  paper 
money  would  be  one  of  petty  localities,  of  streets 
and  neighborhoods,  unfit  for  general  circulation,  in- 
capable ot  settling  exchanges,  and  requiring  the  ac- 
tual transmission  of  coin  in  all  payments  between 
places.  Undersucha  condition  of  things,  it  is  ob- 
vious that  the  second  step  must  be  taken — society 
cannot  get  on  w ithout  it.  The  first  was  to  substitute 
a promissoty  for  an  actual  payment — the  second  is 
to  give  to  those  promises  a current  and  unquestion- 
ed value,  by  exchanging  that  of  the  individual,  for 
those  of  associated  capitalists.  Such  persons,  when 
associated  together  for  that  end,  constitute  a bank. 
Banks,  therefore,  are  needful  associations  in  some 
form  or  other— they  belong  to  the  expanding  ener- 
gies of  a nation’s  industry,  and  are  part  of  the  ne- 
cessary machinery  of  commerce — banks,  therefore, 
are  but  functions  of  credit,  which  grow  up  with  the 
advance  of  a freely  expanding  society,  and  can  no 
more  be  permanently  put  down,  or  cast  out  of  a na- 
tion’s use,  when  society  has  come  to  the  stage  that 
demands  them,  than  could  any  other  force  of  labor- 
saving  machinery.  The  hand  ot  arbitrary  powrnr 
may,  indeed,  put  down  any  thing  for  a moment,  but 
there  are  some  things  that  will  not  stay  “put,”— and 
banks  are  of  them;  they  are  an  essential  part  of  the 
“locomotive”  by  which  the  country  is  moving- on- 
ward— and,  in  some  form  or  other,  will  exist, "arid, 
though  put  down,  will  grow  up,  and  only  the’ more’ 
rank  and  rapid,  from  the  vain  and  insane  attempts 
of  our  rulers  to  extirpate  them.  The  only  choice, 
in  point  of  fact,  left  to  the  government,  is,  whether 
the  banks  of  the  country  shall  be  good  or  bad — sound 
or  unsound.  Banks  or  no  banks — credit  or  hard 
money,  is  a different  question,  and  a choice  not 
within  their  power; — the  nature  of  man  working  un- 
der its  own  unchanging  laws,  has  already  settled 
that  question — the  days  of  hard  money  and  no  credit, 
are  days  gone  by,  and  will  return  no  more;  and 
though  the  nation  may  be  fiightened,  for  a moment, 
into  the  hope  or  fear  of  its  coming  back,  it  is  against 
nature’s  laws— the  stream  rolls  on,  and  manf  with 
his  puny  strength,  will  be  found  to  stop  the  current 
in  vain.” 

The  Reviewer  commends  generally  professor  T’s. 
theory,  but  differs  in  some  of  the  particulars.  For 
instance,  professor  Tucker  advocates  the  establish- 
ment of  two  or  three  great  banks  in  the  country, 
w'hile  the  reviewer  contends  that  if  there  were  more’ 
than  one,  one  w’ould  embarrass  the  other.  After  ex- 
pressing an  opinion,  rather  equivocal,  upon  the  New 
York  system  of  free  banking,  it  concludes 

“Much,  after  all,  or  rather  every  thing,  depends 
on  our  having  a national  regulator.  Under  a na- 
tional bank,  competent  to  regulate  the  national  cur- 
rency from  its  magnitude — its  local  position,  and  its 
privilege  of  branches — the  law  of  freedom  would  be 
operative  only  for  good— it  would  be  powerless  for 
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evil,  in  the  way,  at  least,  of  actual  banking.  If 
might,  indeed,  encourage  swindlers,  but  it  could  not 
shelter  them.  It  is,  in  truth,  one  of  the  most  con- 
clusive arguments  for  a national  bank,  in  our  coun- 
try of  many  legislatures — that  it,  and  it  alone,  will 
render  nugatory  all  the  dangerous  and  false  banking 
schemes  of  the  states.  Whence  come  the  local  cur- 
rencies— from  what  issuers — many  or  few — charter- 
ed, or  under  a general  law — -sound  or  unsound — all, 
whatever  they  be,  under  such  governing  inlluence, 
would  operate  for  good,  or  operate  not  at  all — sound 
issuers  would  go  on  and  fill  a sphere  proportioned 
to  their  means  and  credit — speculative  ones  would 
be  restrained,  unsound  ones  would  be  broken  down, 
and  better  substituted  in  their  place.  Swindlers 
would  bn  turned  over  to  the  law — honesty  would 
prosper — credit  be  extended — the  productive  indus- 
try of  the  country  developed — prices  become  firm 
and  remunerating,  and  men  learn  at  length  the  solu- 
tion of  the  great  financial  problem,  how  bank  notes 
might  become  both  to  the  wise  man  and  the  fool, 
throughout  the  limits  of  our  land,  safe  counters  of 

their  wealth. 


THE  YELLOW  FEVER— AN  IMPORTANT 
DISCOVERY. 

From  the  Philadelphia  Inquirer. 

Extract  from  a letter  from  New  Orleans  to  a gen- 
tleman in  this  city,  dated  6th  October,  1839: 

“It  will  give  you  pleasure  to  learn  that  medical 
science,  so  baffl;d  in  its  attempt  to  contend  with  the 
yellow  fever,  has  discovered  at  last  a remedy,  which, 
it  is  believed  here,  will  be  found  as  much  a specific 
for  that  fatal  malady  ad  it  has  already  proved  to  be 
in  all  cases  of  intermittent  fever.  1 scarcely  need 
add,  that  I allude  to  the  Peruvian  bark  in  its  most 
energetic  form,  the  sulphate  of  quinine.  It  is  a cu 
lions  fact  that  an  American  plant  should  furnish  a 
specific  against  that  dreadful  disease,  termed  (he 
American  typhus  by  the  European  physicians,  and 
that  it  is  to  an  American  physician  that  we  are  in- 
debted for  a discovery  of  its  efficacy  in  the  case  of 
a malady,  in  the  treatment  of  which  it  had  been 
administered  hitherto  without  success;  a discovery 
which  will  insure  to  New  Orleans  a rapidity  of 
growth  commensurate  with  the  advantages  of  its 
position,  and  the  wealth,  of  which  it  is  the  deposrte. 

“Dr.  Hunt  an  eminent  physician,  of  this  city,  had 
sought  lor  several  years,  I am  informed,  a new  re- 
medy for  tiie  yellow  fever,  but  having  tried  in  vain 
the  most  powerful  medicine,  he  was  led  to  reflect  on 
the  causes  of  the  failure  of  the  quinine,  ever  consi- 
dered the  most  efficacious  remedy  in  cases  of  perni- 
cious fevers.  Aware  that  opium  in  small  doses  had 
proved  equally  ineffectual  in  the  graver  spasmodic 
atf'eclions,  such  as  tetanus,  cholora,  & c.  ami  that  it 
was  only  when  given  in  very  large  doses,  in  cases  of 
that  nature,  that  it  resumed  its  characteristic  action. 
Dr.  Hunt,  reasoning  by  analogy,  attributed  the  inef- 
fiency  of  the  quinine  in  the  yellow  fever  to  the  timi- 
dity with  which  it  had  always  been  administered. 

“Having  satisfied  his  mind  as  to  the  correctness  of 
his  conclusions,  Dr.  Hunt,  without  losing  sight  of 
the  cJution  necessary  while  experimenting  on  the 
human  system,  gradually  increasing  the  doses  of 
quinine,  and  always  with  greater  effect  in  proportion 
as  his  treatment  became  more  energetic;  commenc- 
ing with  the  largest  doses  formerly  used  by  the  bold- 
est practitioner.-,  tie  kept  steadily  advancing  until  he 
gave  eighty  grains  in  a single  dose,  considering  that 
as  the  largest  quantity  that  can  be  safely  administer- 
ed at  one  time,  even  in  the  most  malignant. 

“Not  being  a physician,  I cannot  go  into  the  par- 
ticulars as  to  the  manner  in  which  Dr.  Hunt  exhi- 
bits the  quinine,  in  every  case.  What  I have  written 
is  the  result  of  conversations  on  the  subject,  (a  sub- 
ject that  engrosses  public  attention  here)  with  phy- 
sicians who  pursue  Dr.  Hunt’s  course  of  treatment 
with  great  success. 

“I  transmit  to  you  a slip  from  the  INew  Orleans 
Bee  of  the  1st  October,  where  you  will  find  interest- 
ing details  in  relation  to  this  discovery.” 

THE  QUININE  TREATMENT. 

The  Lafayette  Gazette  mentions  the  salutary  ef- 
fect in  cases  of  yellow  fever  derived  from  the  exhi- 
bition of  the  sulphate  of  quinine  in  very  large  doses. 
Several  facts  coming  under  our  immediate  know- 
ledge enable  us  to  corroborate  this  statement,  ami  to 
add  that  we  believe  the  “quinine  treatment,”  as  it  is 
termed,  to  be  most  important  and  incalculably  bene- 
ficial discovery. 

Ttie  manner  of  employing  the  quinine  in  fever  ca- 
ses, which  lias  been  followed  by  such  astonishing 
success,  differs  altogether  from  the  mode  in  which 
that  remedy  is  usually  administered.  The  common 
practice  of  physicians  has  been  to  give  it  in  small  do- 
ses during  the  periods  of  remission.  The  new  prac- 
tice is  based  upon  a different  theory,  and  varies  es- 
sentially from  the  old.  When  quinine  is  taken  in 
large  quantities,  medical  rnen  have  observed  that  it 
produces  but  a slight  and  inconsiderable  stimulating 


effect,  which  is  succeeded  within  a few  hours  by  a 
powerful  sedative  impression,  that  is  generally  dura- 
ble. With  this  view  the  medicine  is  exhibited  in 
one  very  large  dose  of  from  twenty  to  sixty  or  eighty 
grains  in  the  very  incipiency  of  the  fever,  while  the 
morbid  action  appears  to  be  in  process  of  formation; 
that  i3,  within  six  or  eight  hours,  immediately  after 
the  appearance  of  the  earliest  symtoms.  It  is  all  im- 
portant, if  we  rightly  understand  the  theory  of  its 
use,  that  the  quinine  should  be  employed  before  lo- 
cal irritation  or  congestion  has  taken  place,  or  in 
other  words,  while  the  malady  is  confined  to  the 
nervous  system,  and  the  organization  is  a3  yet  unirn- 
pared.  When  taken  under  such  circumstances,  its 
first  effects  are  a veiy  slight  increase  of  the  ferbrile 
symtoms;  the  pulse  perhaps  becomes  quickened;  the 
respiration  more  hurried,  and  the  usual  consequences 
of  stimuli  are  present.  The  condition  is,  however-, 
but  transient, and  is  promptly  followed  by  correspond- 
ing depression.  All  the  more  violent  symtoms 
subside;  the  temperature  of  the  surface  is  lowered; 
pain  diminished;  the  pulse  is  gentle  and  subdued; 
the  skin  is  covered  with  a healthy  moisture;  in  short, 
the  chain  of  morbid  associations  becomes  broken; 
sleep  is  superinduced,  from  which  the  patient  awakes 
refreshed  and  substantially  better,  and  within  twen- 
ty-four or  thirty-six  hours  is  considered  in  a state  of 
convalescence. 

Thetreatmenf  is  of  course  not  exclusively  confined 
to  the  employment  of  quinine,  though  this  is  the 
chief  remedial  agent.  The  usual  means  of  obviating 
tendencies  to  local  irritation  must  be  resorted  to. 
The  skilful  practitioner  will  modify  his  curative 
measures  according  to  the  necessities  of  the  case; 
cupping,  leeching,  the  warm  bath,  and  local  appli- 
cations may  be  used  as  circumstances  call  for  their 
employment.  The  quinine  is  administered  in  a sin- 
gle dose — the  object  of  the  physician  is  to  bring 
about  the  sedative  influence  of  the  remedy  before 
any  of  the  organs,  as  the  head,  stomach,  &c.  become 
specially  affected  by  the  disease.  If  it  should  fail 
to  produce  the  anticipated  effect,  the  case  is  too  far 
advanced  for  a second  trial,  and  it  must  be  treated  on 
general  pathological  principles.  Let  it,  however,  be 
remembered,  that  in  thirty  or  forty  cases  which  have 
been  subjected  to  this  novel  curative  method,  not 
one  has  terminated  fatally.  The  action  of  the  qui- 
nine has  been  uniformly  most  salutary,  operating 
like  a charm,  and  dissipating  the  symtoms  of  the 
malady  ere  they  become  concentrated  on  particular 
organs. 

We  have  been  an  eye  witness  of  the  excellent  ef- 
fects of  the  quinine  treatment  in  several  instances, 
and  can  with  justice  render  a tribute  to-  the  zeal  and 
talent  displayed  by  some  of  the  members  of  the  pro- 
fession in  the  employment  of  this  remedy.  We  are 
not  aware  to  whom  the  merit  of  the  discovery  be- 
longs. Those  physicians  who  have  paid  particu- 
lar attention  to  its  modus  operandi,  and  have  employ- 
ed it  in  the  largest  number  of  cases,  are  Drs.  Hunt, 
Beattie,  Farrell  and  Mackay.  These  gentlemen 
concur  in  their  views  of  the  theory  upon  which  the 
treatment  is  based,  as  well  as  in  the  unexceptionably 
advantageous  results  which  accrue  from  its  applica- 
tion. 


THE  PAGEANTRY  OF  REPUBLICS. 

We  invite  attention  to  the  following  article  from 
the  Cultivator  for  October,  1839;  as  well  worthy  of 
the  sober  consideration  of  every  true  friend  of 
American  liberty.  It  speaks  of  evils  which  becin 
to  be  developed  even  in  New  England — evils  which 
must  be  checked  in  the  very  bud,  lest  in  their 
growth  they  become  too  strong  for  the  safety  of  our 
free  institutions.  The  article  we  suppose  to  be 
from  the  pen  of  the  late  Jesse  Bnel,  who  now  “rests 
from  his  labors.”  [ New  York  Express. 

To  maintain  republican  principles  and  a repub- 
lican government,  it  is  necessary  that  we  preserve 
republican  habits  and  customs.  We  affect  to  be 
free,  yet  we  glory  in  being  the  slaves  of  party.  We 
profess  toleration,  yet  we  proscribe  as  unworthy  of 
public  confidence  the  brother  who  dissents  from  our 
political  creed,  or  who  refuses  to  support  our  candi- 
date, be  he  ever  so  bad.  We  are  republicans  by 
profession,  but  aristocratsor  sycophants  in  practice. 

Our  news  journals,  for  the  last  two  months,  have 
been  filled  with  accounts  of  pageant  processions, 
laudatory  addresses,  and  sumptuous  entertainments, 
got  up  ostensibly  in  honor  of  distinguished  citizens 
whose  duties  or  pleasures  have  induced  them  to 
travel  abroad.  Thousands,  many  thousands,  have 
been  expended,  a vast  deal  of  time  has  been  wasted 
and  some  of  the  more  dangerous  of  the  human  pas- 
sions invoked  in  getting  up  these  shows,  not  so  much 
we  suspect,  witii  the  view  of  doing  real  honor  to 
the  individuals,  as  of  strengthening  the  interests  of 
party,  and  subserving  the  sinister  purposes  of  indi- 
viduals. As  republicans,  we  ridicule  the  adulatory 
homage  paid  to  the  crowned  heads  and  privileged 
classes  of  Europe,  by  what  we  term  an  ignorant  and 


enslaved  population;  and  yet  we  outstrip  them  in 
indiscriminate  and  fulsome  panegyric  and  partisan 
worship.  Our  constitution  and  laws  regard  public 
officers  as  public  servants,  not  elevated  for  their 
own,  but  for  the  public  good;  yet,  in  our  practice, 
we  treat  them  a3  our  masters,  and  it  would  be  no 
wonder,  such  is  human  propensity  to  abuse  (lower, 
if  they  soon  assumed  to  be  such/  Rome  granted 
triumphs  to  her  distinguished  men,  and  these  distin- 
guished men  became  her  maters.  Elections  by  the 
legitimate  authorities  soon  ceased  to  be  voluntary, 
and  Caesars  were  raised  up  by  the  tumultuous  ac- 
clamations of  the  mob  or  the  army  to  curse  and  en- 
slave the  republic. 

We  would  by  no  means  withhold  from  public  of- 
ficers the  respect  due  to  their  stations,  nor  from  dis- 
tinguished individuals  the  honor  due  to  their  merits. 
We  would  as  cordially  tender  our  hand  and  our  re- 
spects to  merit  as  any  other,  yet  we  verily  think 
that  this  respect  and  this  honor  would  be  more 
compatible  without  republican  professions,  less  de- 
rogatory to  our  dignity  as  freemen,  and  equally 
complimentary  to  those  whom  we  would  honor,  if 
processions,  cavalcades  and  military  parades  were 
dispensed  with.  It  is  but  too  apparent  that  these 
pageants  are  go-t  up  for  party,  arid  not  for  public 
benefit;  and-  that,  iff  tolerated,  they  will  increase  in 
frequency  and  in  mischief.  It  is  not  the  evils  that 
have  hapened  that  we  so  much  deprecate,  but  the 
evils  that  are  likely  to- grow  out  of  these  anti-repub- 
lican precedents. 

It  should  be  a man’s  virtues,  his  public  services, 
and  his  fidelity  to  our  republican  institutions  that 
should  recommend  him  to  public  confidence  and' 
support — and  these  are  likely  to  be  known  when- 
ever they  are  to  be  developed — and  not  the  number  of 
partisans  which  can  be  drummed  up  to  sw-ell  bis 
cavalcade.  A good  man  needs  not  these  extrane- 
ous anti-republican  contrivances,  and  a bad  man  is 
certainly  not  entitled  to  them. 

We  intend  no  political  or  personal  allusions  in 
these  remarks.  We  consider  the  practice  a bad 
one,  inconsistent  with  our  republican  professions', 
one  that  is  growing  upon  us,  and  one  that  should  be 
discountenanced  by  the  sober,  reflecting  part  of  the 
community. 


DEATH  OF  JESSE  BUEL. 

From,  the  Troy  Whig,  October  16,  1839. 

We  copy  the  following  melancholy  announcement 
from  the  Albany  Argus  of  this  morning.  By  the 
death  of  judge  Buel,  the  farmers  of  this  state  have 
lost  a fast  friend.  No  man-  has  done  more  to  foster 
the  great  agricultural  interests  of  our  state,  anfl  no 
man  was  more  ready  or  willing  to  devote  his  time  to 
further  this  object.  His  sudden  decease  has  cast  a 
gloom  overa  most  extensive  circle  of  devoted  friends. 
The  mournful  particulars  of  his  death,  will  be  found 
below. 

“We  discharge  a melancholy  office  in- announcing 
the  death  of  another  of  our  most  respected  and  valu- 
able citizens.  Judge  Jesse  Buel,  expired  at  Dan- 
bury, Connecticut,  at  3 o’clock  on  Sunday  after- 
noon, in  the  63d  year  of  bis  age.  In  consonance 
with  the  general  sorrow,  and  as  a tribute  to  the 
character  of  the  first  proprietor  of  this  journal,  our 
columns  appear  in  the  habiliments  of  mourning. 

“Having  accepted  invitations  to  deliver  anniver- 
sary addresses  before  (he  Horticultural  and  Agri- 
cuftural  societies  of  Norwich  and  New  Haven,  Con- 
necticut, on  the  25th  and  27th  ult.  be  left  home 
about  a fortnight  since,  with  that  view.  At  Dan- 
bury, he  was  seized  on  Sunday  sen-night  with  bili- 
ous colic,  of  which  he  was  relieved  in  the  course 
ot  twenty-four  hours:  but  bilious  fever  supervened, 
and  he  sank  under  it  after  an  illness  of  more  than-  a 
week — receiving,  during  the  time,  every  attention, 
and  unremitted  medical  attendance,  from  the  hands 
of  strangers.  It  was  not  until  Friday  last,  how- 
ever, soon  after  his  son  had  left  him  on  his  return  to 
Albany  to  request  the  attendance  of  his  family  phy- 
sician, that  the  disorder  assumed  an  alarming  as- 
pect. He  was  accompanied  on  his  journey  by  his 
only  daughter,  of  whom  he  took  an  affecting  and 
final  leave,  in  the  full  possession  of  his  mental 
tacnlties,  a few  moments  before  he  calmly  breathed 
his  last. 

“Intelligence  was  brought  yesterday  morning  by 
express,  announcing  the  expected  fatal  termination 
of  his  illness.  It  was  a melancholy  surprise  (o  his 
anxious  family  on  reaching  the  steamboat  wharf  in 
the  afternoon,  on  their  route  to  his  place  of  illness, 
to  be  among  the  first  to  learn  that  his  remains  had 
been  brought  up  by  the  Columbus,  the  day  boat 
from  New  York,  which  arrived  before  the  depar- 
ture of  the  afternoon  boat.  The  body  had  been 
brought  from  Danbury  to  Poughkeepsie,  and  thence 
to  this  city. 

“For  the  last  thirty  years,  judge  Buel  has  occu- 
pied a wide  space  in  the  political  and  agricultural 
world.  In  1813,  he  removed  to  this  city  from  Ul- 
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ster  county,  and  established  the  Albany  Arsons.  In 
the  following  year,  he  was  appointed  printer  to  the 
state  arid  discharged  the  duties  of  that  station,  and 
of  the  editorship  of  the  paper,  until  1821,  when  he 
retired  to  the  farm  in  the  suburbs  of  the  city,  since 
so  widely  and  favorably  known  as  the  ‘Albany 
Nursery.’  After  his  retirement  from  Ilia  editorial 
labors,  he  represented  the  city  for  successive  years 
in  the  popular  branch  of  the  legislature,  and  at  the 
period  of  his  death  was  a regent  of  the  university. 
His  last  appearance  in  political  life,  was  as  the 
gubernatorial  candidate  of  the  opponents  of  the  na- 
tional administration  in  1S36. 

•■But  it  is  as  an  agriculturist,  in  the  great  and  broad 
sense  of  the  word,  practically  and  scientifically, 
that  he  has  built  his  lame  as  a public  benefactor. — 
As  such,  he  was  known  throughout  this  continent 
and  in  the  old  world;  and  no  man  has  contributed 
more,  as  a writer  and  in  practical  life,  to  elevate, 
inform  and  improve  the  agriculture  of  his  age. — 
Nearly  six  years  ago,  as  an  auxiliary  in  his  plan  for 
the  diffusion  ot  know  ledge  on  this  subject,  judge  B. 
established  ‘The  Cultivator,’  a monthly  publica- 
tion of  the  highest  value,  and  of  great  and  varied 
information,  and  which  has  attained  a vast  circula- 
tion throughout  the  American  continent. 

"His  labors  however,  were  not  confined  to  his 
monthly  publication,  ample  as  were  its  pages.  His 
pen  was  in  constant  requisition  upon  nearly  every 
subject  connected  with  the  cultivation  of  the  soil, 
and  his  correspondence,  throughout  the  union,  and 
abroad,  was  extensive.  In  example,  not  less  than 
in  precept,  he  may  be  said  to  have  conferred  bless- 
ings that  will  continue  to  fructify  and  ripen  into 
fruit,  long  alter  his  body  shall  have  mingled  with 
his  favorite  earlh. 

“As  a neighbor  and  a citizen — and  in  all  the  re- 
lations of  domestic  life — he  was  without  reproach. 
He  w'as  esteemed  not  less  for  his  integrity  than  his 
intelligence  and  worth — for  the  unaffected  affability 
and  simplicity  of  manner  in  his  intercourse  with 
his  fellow  men.  He  may  be  said  to  have  lived  for 
utility;  and  to  have  died  in  the  prosecution  of  his 
favorite  employment.  His  death  is  a public  be- 
reavement, which  all  will  mourn  as  irreparable.” 
The  Baltimore  Ameiican  says — 

The  death  of  judge  Buel,  of  Albany,  is  spoken 
of  on  all  sides  as  a loss  to  the  country.  He  was  a 
distinguished  man  among  a class  of  men,  who,  we 
are  giad  to  know  arc  becoming  numerous  in  the 
United  States.  He  was  a scientific  agriculturist. 
The  culture  of  the  soil  may  be  a dull,  laborious 
business,  or  an  occupation  full  of  intellectual  en- 
joyment, according  as  a man  pursues  it.  The  na- 
ture of  soils,  the  adaptation  of  each  sort  to  particu- 
lar grains  or  plants,  the  action  of  manures  in  com- 
bination with  earthy  particles,  affording  vegetable 
food,  grafting,  planting,  the  breeding  of  line  cattle, 
are  all  subjects  not  of  mere  mechanical  routine 
but  of  a living  interest,  continually  renewing,  into 
which  the  mind  enters  arid  finds  delight.  All  qua- 
lities of  an  active  intellect  may  here  be  exercised, 
and  a knowledge  of  many  natural  sciences  is  re- 
quired. 

It  is  on  record,  at  least  since  the  days  of  Horace, 
that  every  one  sees  charm.s  in  some  other  business 
more  than  in  his  own — 

Nemo  quam  sibi  sortem, 

Seu  ratio  dederit,  seu  lors  objecerit.  ilia 
Contentus  vivat. 

Whether  from  this  propensity  or  not,  there  have 
always  appeared  to  us  unusual  charms  in  the  life 
of  a farmer.  In  no  other  pursuit  does  man  co- 
operate, so  intimately  with  Providence  in  the  work 
of  production.  He  is  a fellow  laborer  with  na- 
ture— a partaker  in  her  mysteries.  There  is  a sense 
of  permanence— a feeling  of  stability  and  indepen- 
dence which  the  man  of  acres  is  conscious  of,  above 
other  men,  as  he  stands  upon  his  own  ground, 
plants  his  statf  firmly  in  the  soil,  and  knows  that 
liis  domain  reaches  to  the  firmament  above  him 
and  to  the  centre  of  the  earth  beneath.  His  af- 
fections are  preserved  fresh  and  hearty  by  being 
associated  with  nature — the  growing  grain,  the  ver- 
dant grass,  the  running  waters  have  a life  within 
them — flocks  and  herds,  dumb  creatures,  dependant 
on  his  care  and  conscious  of  kindness,  are  bound 
to  his  heart  by  a sort  of  household  sympathy.  We 
say  are  because  they  may  be.  It  is  a man’s  own 
fault,  not  the  fault  of  his  vocation,  if  he  inclines  to 
be  a vegetable  or  animal  because  his  intercourse  is 
with  such.  It  is  his  high  prerogative  to  elevate 
every  thing  around  him,  not  to  be  subdued  to  the 
measure  of  an  inferior  grade.  I nstead  of  becoming 
himself  a clod,  he  may  reanimate  nature  with  new 
life  by  imparting  of  his  spirit  to  quicken  her  own. 

Such  men  as  judge  Buel,  both  by  precept  and 
example,  contribute  to  raise  agriculture  to  its  pro- 
per rank  of  an  intellectual  pursuit.  There  are 
many  such  in  the  country — men  of  taste  and  of 
science,  who,  retiring  from  the  fluctuations  and 


cares  of  mercantile  life,  and  from  the  more  vexa- 
tious plagues  of  political  pursuits,  find  useful  em- 
ployment, sufficient  wealth  and  delightful  enjoy- 
ment in  agricultural  concerns. 

Another,  and  yet  another.  It  is  but  a few  weeks 
since  we  were  called  upon  to  record  the  death  of 
our  old  and  reverend  friend,  Dr.  Bancroft.  But  a 
month;  a little  month,  had  passed,  when  Carey  fol- 
lowed him;  then  a Blanding,  and  now  a Hayne. 
Thus,  within  the  short  space  of  about  two  months, 
four  of  our  most  estimable  and  oldest  friends  have 
been  gathered  to  the  tombs  of  their  fathers,  and 
society  deprived  of  four  as  useful  citizens  as  any 
that  remain.  Bancroft,  like  late  autumnal  fruit, 
was  fully  ripe;  Carey  was  enjoying  a green  old  age 
in  the  continued  use  of  his  faculties  for  the  public 
good,  and  was  hurried  away  by  accident.  Bland 
ing,  of  the  age  of  about  sixty  years,  nearly  forty  of 
which  were  devoted  to  a laborious  profession,  of 
which  he  was  the  head,  but  which  did  not  prevent 
him  from  sustaining  many  important  offices;  all  of 
which  he  filled  with  honor  to  himself  and  useful- 
ness to  the  state.  And  now  Hayne  is  cut  down  in 
the  midst  of  life  and  usefulness.  Yes — he  who  was 
great  and  eloquent  in  debate,  of  a ripe  judgment 
and  prompt  decision — whose  mild,  fascinating  man- 
ners endeared  him  to  all — how  much  more  so  to  us, 
who  have  known  and  loved  him  from  his  child- 
hood— we,  who  first  introduced  him  to  public  life. 
We  saw  the  purity  of  his  youth,  and  had  full  con- 
fidence in  the  wisdom  of  his  riper  years.  He  has 
more  than  sustained  the  good  opinion  of  his  early 
friends.  No  man  of  his  age  in  the  union  has  been 
called  to  more  high  and  important  offices  than  gen. 
Hayne.  Of  him  and  Blanding,  we  shall  have  much 
more  to  say  when  we  continue  our  reminiscences 
of  South  Carolina.  [Cincinnati  Eve.  Post. 

LAW  CASES. 

JUDGE  PORTER’S  OPINION, 

In  the  matter  of  Fanny  Burke,  a fugitive  from  labor. 

JACOB  SWOPE  VS.  FANNY  BURKE. 

F.  K.  Boas,  esq.  counsel  for  claimant. 

Thaddeus  S’even?,  M.  McKinney,  Win.  Grim- 
shaw,  C.  C.  Rawn,  esqrs.  for  defendant. 

Before  James  M.  Porter,  president  judge  of  the  12th 
judicial  district  of  Pennsylvania. 

In  the  matter  of  Fanny  Burke,  claimed  by  Jacob 
Swope  of  Washington  county,  Maryland,  as  a fugi- 
tive from  labor. 

The  alleged  fugitive,  was  brought  before  me,  on 
the  23d  of  August,  1839,  by  the  constable  of  Harris- 
burg, by  virtue  of  a warrant  issued  by  William  Kline, 
esq.  a justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  county  of 
Dauphin,  in  the  following  words: 

State  of  Pennsylvania, 

Dauphin  county,  ss.  The  commonwealth  ofPenn- 
sylvania,  to  John  Wise,  constable  ot  Harrisburg, 
greeting:  Whereas,  it  appears  by  the  oath  of  Jacob 

Swope  of  Washington  county  and  state  of  Maryland, 
that  Fanny  Burke  was  held  to  labor  or  service  to  the 
said  Jacob  Swope,  of  Washington  county,  in  the  state 
of  Maryland,  and  that  the  said  Fanny  Burke,  has 
escaped  from  the  labor  and  service  of  the  said  Jacob 
Swope — you  are  therefore,  commanded  to  arrest  and 
seize  the  body  of  the  said  Fanny  Burke,  if  she  be 
found  in  your  county,  and  bring  her  forthwith  before 
a judge  of  the  court  of  common  pleas,  so  that  the 
truth  of  the  matter  may  be  enquired  into,  and  the 
sail!  Fanny  Burke  be  dealt  with  as  the  conslitution 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  laws  of  this  common- 
wealth direct.  Witness  the  said  W.  Kline  at  Har- 
risburg, the  20th  of  August,  1839. 

W.  KLINE.  [ l.  s.] 

And  Messrs.  Stevens  and  Grimshaw  appeared  on 
her  behalf,  and  Mr.  Boas  on  behalf  of  the  claimant. 
The  claimant  produced  Henry  Freaner,  of  Hagers- 
town, Washington  county,  Maryland,  as  a witness, 
who  beingduly  sworn  deposed — tliat  he  knows  Fannv 
Burke,  now  before  me.  That  he  was  at  the  sale  of 
the  personal  estate  of  William  Fitzhugh,  jr.  deceased, 
when  Mr.  Swoope  bought  her  of  the  administrators. 
She  was  a small  girl  then.  It  was  a long  time  ago — 
seven,  eight,  nine,  ten  or  eleven  years  since.  That 
the  said  Fanny  this  day  told  him  that  she  belonged 
to  Mr.  Swope,  and  that  she  did  not  deny  it.  That 
there  was  no  threat  or  intimation  used  to  induce  her 
to  say  so.  Also,  Samuel  New'man,  of  Hagerstown. 
Washington  county,  Maryland,  who  being  duly 
swmrn  deposed — that  he  is  a neighbor  of  Jacob 
Swope,  of  Washington  county,  Maryland,  and  knows 
the  said  Fanny  Burke.  That  he  knows  she  has  al- 
ways been  considered  as  the  property'  of'Mr.  Swope. 
That  he  has  known  her  for  six  or  eight  years  to  be 
living  with  Mr.  Swope.  Thinks  she  left  him  some 
time  in  May  last.  She  told  the  witness  since  her  ar- 
rest how  she  ran  away,  and  how  far  she  came  with- 
out eating  or  drinking.  That  she  was  determined 
not  to  deny  her  master  or  mistress.  That  Mr. 
Swope  w'as  her  master.  The  sale  of  Mr.  Filzhugh’s 
property  took  place  after  his  death. 


Whereupon  at  the  instance  of  the  claimant  and  to 
enable  him  to  produce  further  proof,  the  further  hear- 
ing of  this  case  is  continued  until  Wednesday  next, 
the  28th  of  August,  1839,  at  eight  o’clock  A.  M.  at 
the  court  house  in  the  borough  of  Harrisburg,  and 
thereupon  the  said  Jacob  Swope,  and  Charles  Gleim 
of  the  borough  of  Harrisburg,  innkeeper,  are  each 
bound  to  the  commonwealth  m the  sum  of  $100,  con- 
ditioned for  ti.e  appearance  of  the  said  Jacob  Swope, 
at  the  time  and  place  aforesaid,  to  prosecute  his 
claim;  and  bail  being  required  in  the  sum  of  $700, 
for  the  appearance  ot  the  said  Fanny  at  the  said 
time  and  place,  to  answer,  which  she  is  unable  to 
procure,  she  is  committed  to  the  common  jail  of 
Dauphin  county  lor  safe  keeping,  there  to  be  detained 
at  the  expense  of  the  said  Jacob  Swope,  until  the 
said  day,  8tc. 

On  which  said  day’,  to  wit:  the  23th  of  August, 
1839,  the  said  Jacob  Swope  appears  with  his  counsel 
and  the  sheriff,  who  is  the  keeper  of  the  common 
jail,  having  brought  the  said  Fanny  into  the  said 
court  house,  Mr.  McKinney,  wtio  appears  with  Mr. 
Grimshaw  on  her  behalf,  objects  to  the  case  proceed- 
ing, until  a writ  of  habeas  corpus  be  issued  accord- 
ing to  the  seventh  section  of  the  act  of  assembly, 
passed  the  ‘2.3th  day  of  March,  182G.  Whereupon,  I 
awarded  a writ  of  habeas  corpus,  returnable  forth- 
with, directed  to  the  said  keeper  of  the  common  jail, 
which  is  accordingly  issued  by  the  protnonotary', 
and  to  it  the  sheriff  returns  that  he  has  her  body  be- 
fore me  as  commanded,  and  that  he  holds  her  in  cus- 
tody in  virtue  of  my  commitment  of  the  23d  inst. 
and  for  no  other  cause. 

The  counsel  for  the  claimant  thereupon  exhibited 
in  evidence,  a certificate  from  the  rigister  ot  wills 
of  Washington  county,  Maryland,  duly  certified,  ac- 
cording to  the  act  ot  congress,  whereby  it  appears 
that  on  the  29 1 h of  May,  1829,  administration  upon 
the  estate  of  William  Fitzhugh,  jr.  deceased,  was 
granted  to  David  Claggett  and  Sophia  Fitzhugh. — 
He  also  ottered  in  evidence,  a paper  dated  30th  Au- 
gust, 1839,  signed  by  the  said  David  Claggett  and 
Sophia  Fitzhugh,  witnessed  by  Henry  Freaner,  and 
sworn  to  by  David  Claggett  and  Sophia  Fttzhugh, 
on  the  day  of  its  date,  before  an  otticiating  magis- 
trate of  Washington  county,  and  duly  certified,  ac- 
cording to  the  act  of  congress,  having  also  first 
proved  its  execution  before  me,  by  the  oath  of  Henry 
Freaner,  the  subscribing  witness;  which,  after  ob- 
jection, I admitted  in  evidence  to  shew  the  transfer 
of  any'  which  the  decedent  or  his  administrators  had 
in  the  service  or  labor  of  the  said  Fanny. 

He  also  offered  and  gave  in  evidence  an  extract 
from  the  vendue  paper  of  the  personal  estate  of  Wil- 
liam Fitzhugh,  jr.  dec’d,  filed  by  the  administrators 
agreeably  to  law,  in  the  orphans’s  court  of  Wash- 
ington county,  Maryland,  certified  by  the  register 
and  presiding  judge,  according  to  the  act  of  congress, 
whereby  it  appears,  that  on  the  19th  of  June,  1829, 
they  sold  a negro  girl,  Fanny,  to  Jack  Swope  for  one 
hundred  and  eighty  dollars. 

The  claimant  also  called  Stew’art  Herbaat,  esq.  of 
Hagerstown  aforesaid,  who  being  duly  sworn,  de- 
posed; that  he  had  lived  in  Hagerstown  all  his  life, 
that  he  has  known  this  girl  Fanny  for  nine  or  ten 
years,  she  belonged  to  Mr.  Swope;  that  the  witness 
has  his  office  on  the  next  lot  to  Mr.  Swope’s,  and 
knew  the  said  Fanny  very  well;she  absconded  three 
or  four  months  since.  The  law  of  Maryland  does 
not  require  a bill  of  sale  on  selling  a slave,  w here  the 
property  is  given  up  at  the  time.  Slaves  are  per- 
sonal property,  and  amongst  residents,  bills  of  sale 
are  not  required  where  the  slave  is  delivered  over. 
When  taken  to  the  southern  states  purchasers  are  in 
the  habit  of  taking  bills  of  sale  for  their  own  protec- 
tion. 

On  his  cross-examination,  he  stated  that  he  only 
knows  the  said  Fanny  to  be  the  slave  of  Mr.  Swope 
from  her  living  with  him  as  such.  That  there  aie 
many  free  colored  persms  in  Hageislown  hired  out. 
Free  persons  of  color  take  more  liberties  than  are 
permitted  to  slaves.  Fanny  obeyed  her  master  and 
had  not  the  privilege  of  going  out  as  free  colored 
persons  did,  so  he  judged  by  the  observations  lie 
made  of  tier  conduct;  that  he  knew  nearly  all  the 
slaves  and  free  people  of  color  of  the  place;  that  he 
did  not  know  there  was  any  difference  detween  the 
treatment  of  servants  for  a term  of  years  and  servants 
for  life.  He  further  stated,  that  he  had  not  seen  this 
woman  living  with  Mrs.  Fitzhugh,  and  that  she  had 
not  lived  with  her  since  Mr.  Swope  bought  her, 
and  in  answer  to  a question  put  by  me,  said  “this 
woman,  Fanny,  has,  during  all  the  time  I have 
known  her,  been  known  and  reputed  as  the  slave  of 
Mr.  Swope,  by  every  person  in  Hagerstown.” 

The  counsel  for  Fanny  then  called  Dr.  John  W. 
Hammon,  of  Harrisburg,  w ho  being  sworn,  deposed 
that  he  was  a native  of  the  state  of  Maryland,  but 
had  not  resided  there  for  eight  or  nine  years  past. 
That  be  did  not  know  what  the  laws  of  Maryland 
required,  but  as  far  as  sales  of  slaves  had  come  un- 
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der  his  observation,  it  was  usual  to  give  bills  of  sales. 
They  were  not  usually  recorded  unless  the  slave  re- 
mained with  the  vendor. 

Messrs.  Griinshaw  and  McICinny  in  their  able  and 
ingenious  argument  on  behalf  of  the  prisoner,  con- 
tended. 

1.  That  the  warrant  on  which  she  was  arrested 
was  illegal,  as  not  being  in  conformity  to  the  act  of 
1829  in  two  particulars— first,  That  it  is  directed  to 
the  constable  of  the  borough  of  Harrisburg,  when 
the  act  requires  that  it  shall  be  directed  “to  the  she- 
riff or  any  constable  of  the  proper  city  or  county,"  and 
that  Harrisburg  was  neither  a city  nor  county.  Se- 
cond, That  the  warrant  directs  the  constable  to 
“bring  her  forthwith  before  a judge  of  the  court  of 
common  pleas,”  without  adding  the  words  “of  your 
proper  county,”  which  the  act  requires,  and  that 
under  this  warrant,  the  constable  might  have  taken 
her  before  anyjudge  of  any  county  in  the  state, 
which  the  act  does  not  permit. 

I do  Dot  think  there  is  any  thing  in  either  of  these 
objections.  A constable  of  a borough,  as  well  as  a 
constable  of  a township,  is  one  of  the  constables  of 
the  county;  and  although  the  words  “of  the  proper 
county”  are  omitted  in  the  warrant  when  speaking 
of  the  judge,  still  as  the  legal  command  of  the  war- 
rant was  properly  understood  and  executed  by  the 
constable,  no  injury  has  resulted  to  any  one. 

They  also  contended  that  the  evidence  did  not  es- 
tablish the  title  of  the  claimant,  Mr.  Swope,  to  the  ser- 
vices of  this  woman.  That  no  part  of  the  documen- 
tary evidence  admitted,  was  legal  testimony  to  es- 
tablish any  fact.  That  the  certificate  of  the  regis- 
ter, that  administration  had  been  granted,  was  not 
the  best  evidence.  That  letters  of  administration, 
or  a copy  of  them  should  have  been  provided.  That 
the  extract  from  the  vendue  paper  will  not  operate 
as  evidence,  a copy  of  the  whole  record  should  be 
produced,  and  that  the  paper  of  the  24th  of  August, 
1839,  signed  by  the  administrators  is  no  bill  of  sale, 
but  a mere  certificate  upon  oath  made  ex  parte  of 
v.  hat  had  heretofore  been  done.  That  the  parol  ev- 
» I'.  nce  did  not  make  her  out  the  slave  of  William 
T.Uhugb,  jr.  at  the  time  of  his  decease,  and  if  that 
1 id  is  not  made  out  by  the  “satisafctory  evidence” 
which  the  act  of  1829  requires,  no  sale  of  her  could 
vest  in  the  purchaser  a right  which  it  is  not  proved 
the  owner  possessed.  That  it  is  for  the  claimant  to 
m, .ke  out  his  case  by  clear  and  indubitable  evidence, 
and  if  there  is  any  defect  of  evidence,  it  is  to  be  vi- 
sited upon  him.  That  this  is  a part  of  that  traffic 
which  our  legislature  has  declared  to  be  inhuman, 
and  which  is  now  denounced  by  the  laws  of  nations. 
That  in  cases  involving  human  liberty,  every  intend- 
ment is  to  be  made  in  its  favor,  and  that  to  decide 
upon  the  question  of  human  liberty  in  a summary 
manner  and  by  a single  judge,  is  a virtual  infraction 
of  the  provisions  in  our  constitution,  which  declares 
“That  the  trial  by  jury  shall  be  as  heretofore,  and 
the  right  thereof  shall  remain  inviolate”  and  that  a 
person  accused  “cannot  be  deprived  of  his  life,  lib- 
erty or  property,  unless  by  the  judgment  of  his  peers 
or  the  law  of  the  land.”  And  that  as  well  the  fact 
of  owning  the  service  and  labor  as  that  ot  having 
fled,  must  be  established,  to  warrant  the  certificate. 
Mr.  Rawn  also  on  behalf  of  the  prisoner,  urged  the 
argument  of  the  defect  ot  proof  in  regard  to  the  claim 
to  her  service. 

I declined  to  hear  Mr  Boas  in  reply,  and  award- 
ed the  required  certificate  to  the  claimant,  Mr. 
Swope,  and  as  this  is  a case  exciting  some  interest 
I shall  file  my  opinion  with  the  clerk,  that  the 
grounds  on  which  I proceeded  may  be  known. 

Slavery  or  involuntary  servitude,  existed  in  near- 
ly if  not  quite  all  the  British  colonies,  in  America, 
prior  to  the  revolution.  The  slave  trade  had  been 
nursued  by  the  people  ofthe  mother  country,  and  was 
encouraged  and  sustained  by  the  British  government. 
Efforts  were  made  from  time  to  time  by  the  legisla- 
tures of  the  colonies  to  put  a stop  to  this  traffic;  in 
which  they  were  not  successful  for  want  of  the  royal 
sanction,  to  the  laws  they  passed  for  the  purpose.  At 
the  first  session  of  the  legislature  of  Virginia,  under 
the  republican  government,  a law'  was  passed  for  the 
perpetual  prohibition  of  the  importation  of  slaves, 
and  other  states  followed  the  example,  and  congress, 
exercising  the  power  committed  to  them  by  the  con- 
stitution, have  long  since  prohibited  the  importation 
of  slaves  into  any  part  of  the  union. 

The  revolution  found  us  with  slavery  existing 
among  us,  an  evil,  I believe,  admitted  on  all  hands, 
but  an  evil  introduced  by  the  cupidity  and  love  of 
gain  of  the  mother  country,  and  forced  upon  the  co- 
lonists against  their  consent. 

After  the  Declaration  of  Independence  was  adopt- 
ed, it  became  necessary  to  form  some  plan  of  union 
or  confederation  for  common  defence  and  for  resist- 
ing the  common  enemy.  This  necessity  led  to  the 
adoption  of  the  old  articles  of  confederation,  an  in- 
teresting sketch  of  the  proceedings,  in  relation  to 
which,  compiled  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  i3  found  in  his 


memoirs,  and  is  also  published  by  Mr.  Elliott  in  the 
introduction  to  the  4th  volume  of  his  collection  of 
debates  relative  to  the  federal  constitution.  This 
subject  of  slavery  will  be  found  to  have  occupied  a 
prominent  place  in  the  difficulties  and  discussions 
which  occupied  the  various  sessions  of  the  congres- 
sional delegates,  from  1776  until  the  ratification  of 
the  articles  of  confederation  of  ten  states  on  the  9th 
of  July,  1778.  New  Jersey  subsequently  ratified 
them  in  November,  1778.  Delaware  in  February, 
1779;  and  Maryland  not  till  March  1,  1781. 

The  sense  of  danger  which  sustained  the  union 
during  the  revolutionary  war,  not  continuing  after 
its  close,  the  defects  of  the  existing  system  of  union 
became  so  apparent  that  the  force  of  public  opinion 
assembled  the  convention  of  1737-8,  the  result  of 
whose  labors  was  the  present  constitution  of  the 
United  States.  The  history  of  the  proceedings  of 
that  body  teach  us  that  the  constitution  was  a work 
of  compromise  and  concession.  That  according  to 
its  terms  the  otherwise  free  and  independent  states 
of  North  America,  consented  to  form  a perpetual 
union,  or  if  the  term  be  belter  liked,  a federal  or 
general  government,  ofthe  whole,  upon  certain  terms 
and  conditions,  and  with  the  powers  and  authorities 
vested  in  that  government,  reserving  to  the  states 
and  the  people,  all  the  pow'ers  and  authorities  not 
granted  to  the  government  of  the  union.  The  people 
of  the  several  states  agreed  to  the  form  of  govern- 
ment upon  the  terms  and  conditions  specified  and 
upon  no  others.  And  the  citizens  of  each  state  in 
the  union,  have  a right  to  require  from  the  citizens 
of  all  the  other  states,  a compliance  with  the  terms 
of  the  social  compact  thus  formed.  Our  fathers  in 
1778,  were  just  as  cognizant  of  the  fact  that  slave- 
ry existed  at  that  day,  as  we  are  that  it  exists  at  pre- 
sent, although  the  term  slavery  is  no  where  found  in 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States.  They  adopt- 
ed in  that  instrument  the  following  provision.  (See 
article  4,  last  paragraph  of  section  2.)  “No  person 
held  to  service  or  labor  in  one  state  under  the  laws 
thereof,  escaping  into  another,  shall  in  consequence 
of  any'  law  or  regulation  therein,  be  discharged  from 
such  service  or  labor,  but  shall  be  delivered  up,  on 
the  claim  of  the  party  to  whom  such  service  or  la- 
bor may  be  due.”  To  carry  into  effect  this  consti- 
tutional provision,  congress,  upon  the  12th  of  Fe- 
bruary, 1793,  passed  an  act  (see  1.  Story’s  laws  U. 
States,  285)  containing  the  following  provisions: 
“That  when  a person  held  to  labor  in  any  of  the 
United  Slates,  or  either  of  the  territories  on  the 
north  west  or  south  ofthe  river  Ohio,  under  the  laws 
thereof,  shall  escape  into  another  of  the  said  states 
or  territories,  the  person  to  whom  such  service  or 
labor  may  be  due,  his  agent  or  attorney  is  hereby 
empowered  to  seize  or  arrest  such  fugitive  from  la- 
bor and  to  take  him  or  her  before  any  judge  of  the 
circuit  or  district  courts  of  the  United  States,  resid- 
ing or  being  within  the  state,  or  before  any  magis- 
trate of  a county,  city  or  town  corporate,  wherein 
such  seizure  or  arrest  shall  be  made,  and  upon  proof 
to  the  satisfaction  of  such  judge  or  magistrate,  either 
by  oral  testimony  or  affidavit  taken  before  and  cer- 
tified by  a magistrate  of  any  such  state  or  territory, 
that  the  person  so  seized  or  arrested  doth,  under  the 
laws  of  the  state  or  territory  from  which  he  or  she 
tied,  owe  service  or  labor  to  the  person  claiming  him 
or  her,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  judge  or  magis- 
trate to  give  a certificate  thereof  to  such  claimant, 
his  agent  or  attorney,  which  shall  be  sufficient  war- 
rant for  removing  the  said  fugitive  from  labor  to  the 
state  or  territory  from  which  he  or  she  fled.” 

The  remaining  section  of  the  act  imposes  a penal- 
ty of  $500  on  any  person  who  shall  knowingly  and 
willingly  obstruct  or  hinder  such  claimant,  his  agent 
or  attorney  in  so  seizing  or  arresting  such  fugitive 
from  labor,  or  rescuing  the  fugitive  when  arrested, 
or  harboring  or  concealing  such  person  after  notice 
that  he  or  she  is  a fugitive  from  labor.  Under  this 
constitutional  provision  or  act  of  congress  many  fu- 
gitives from  labor  had  been  legally  arrested  and  de- 
livered over  to  claimants;  and  no  doubt  many  gross 
frauds  had  been  practised  by  constables  and  other 
kidnappers,  in  collusion  with  certain  worthless  jus- 
tices ofthe  peace,  who  lent  their  aid  to  such  nefa- 
rious purposes,  whereby  free  colored  persons  had 
been  sent  into  bondage  in  other  states.  The  legisla- 
ture of  Pennsylvania,  actuated  by  that  same  philan- 
thropic spirit  which  has  characterised  her  legisla- 
tion on  this  as  well  as  upon  other  subjects,  in  the 
year  1320,  passed  a law  prohibiting  kidnapping  of 
negroes  and  mulattoes,  either  by  force  or  fraud,  de- 
claring the  offence  felony  and  prescribing  its  pu- 
nishment; and  to  prevent  the  inferior  magistracy  of 
the  commonwealth  from  interfering  in  case  of  fugi- 
tive slaves,  the  3d  seclion  of  that  act  prohibited  any 
alderman  or  justice  of  the  peace  from  exercising  ju- 
risdiction or  taking  cognizance  of  the  case  of  any 
fugitive  from  labor  from  any  ofthe  United  States  or 
territories  under  the  before  recited  act  of  congress, 
on  pain  of  being  guilty  of  a misdemeanor  in  office 


and  being  subjected  to  a fine  of  not  less  than  $ 500, 
arid  not  more  than  $1,000*  The  4th  and  last  section 
of  the  act  enjoins  the  same  duties  on  judges  and  re- 
corders of  courts,  on  granting  the  certificate  to  the 
claimants,  to  make  a record  thereof,  and  file  the 
same  with  the  clerk  of  the  sessions,  as  is  prescribed 
by  the  10th  section  of  the  subsequent  act  of  25th 
March,  1826,  and  which  has  supplied  the  place  of 
that  section. 

This  act  of  the  27th  March,  1820,  was  found  to 
throw  great  and  serious  obstacles  in  the  way  of  per- 
sons having  claims  to  the  service  and  labor  of  fugi- 
tives who  escaped  from  other  states  into  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  accordingly  a committee  of  gentlemen 
from  Maryland,  having  atteiided  at  the  seat  of  go- 
vernment of  Pennsylvania,  during  the  sitting  of  our 
legislature,  the  act  of  25th  of  March,  1826,  was  pass- 
ed, as  well  for  the  humane  purpose  of  preventing 
free  persons  of  color  from  being  improperly  removed 
from  the  state  under  pretext  of  law,  as  of  giving  ef- 
fect to  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  United 
States,  where  the  master  made  out  the  necessary 
proof  of  his  title  to  the  labor  or  service  of  the  person 
claimed,  as  well  as  ofthe  fact  of  such  person  being  a 
fugitive.  This  act  in  it3  1st  and  2nd  sections  defines 
and  prescribes  the  punishment  of  kidnapping,  or  aid 
ing  or  abetting  in  kidnapping  any  negro  or  mulatto 
person.  In  the  3rd  section  it  authorises  a justice  of 
the  peace  to  issue  a warrant  for  the  apprehension  of 
any  fugitive  from  labor,  to  be  carried  before  a judge 
of  the  county,  common  pleas,  or  district  court  of  the 
proper  county,  or  the  recorder  of  a city,  so  that  the 
truth  may  be  enquired  into,  and  the  alleged  fugitive 
be  dealt  with  as  the  constitution  of  the  United  States 
and  the  laws  of  this  commonwealth  direct.  Sections 
4,  5,  6,  and  7,  prescribe  the  course  of  proceeding  by 
the  justice  on  issuing  the  warrant,  and  by  the  judge 
in  hearing  the  case.  Section  9 prohibitsany  justice 
ofthe  peace  or  alderman  from  granting  a certificate 
to  the  owner  under  the  act  of  congress,  in  nearly  the 
words  used  in  the  3rd  section  of  the  act  of  1820;  and 
section  10  enjoins  it  as  a duty  on  the  judge  or  re- 
corder ot  a court,  when  he  grants  or  issues  a certifi- 
cate or  warrant  of  removal,  to  make  a fair  record  of 
the  same,  in  which  he  shall  enter  the  name,  age, 
sex,  and  a general  description  of  the  person  of  the 
negro  or  mulatto,  &c.  together  with  the  name  of, 
(and)  place  of  residence  of  the  witnesses  and  party 
claiming  such  negro  or  mulatto,  and  to  file  the  same 
with  the  clerk  of  the  quarter  sessions  of  the  city  or 
county. 

Further,  to  prevent  the  sale  and  transfer  of  per- 
sons claimed  as  fugitives  from  labor,  whilst  in  this 
commonwealth  our  legislature,  on  the  17th  of  April, 
1827,  passed  another  act  providing  that  “all  sales 
that  shall  hereafter  be  made,  within  this  state,  of  any 
fugitive  or  fugitives  from  service  or  labor,  who,  at 
the  time  of  such  sale  or  sales,  shall  be  within  the 
limits  of  this  state,  shall  be  utterly  null  and  void; 
and  if  any  person  or  persons,  under  color  or  pre- 
tence of  any  such  sale  or  sales,  shall  seize,  arrest,  or 
by  intimidation,  seduction,  or  fraud,  shall  remove, 
or  cause  to  be  removed  from  this  state,  any  such  fu- 
gitive or  fugitives  thus  sold,  or  attempted  to  be  sold, 
he,  she,  or  they,  so  offending,  shall  forfeit  and  pay 
the  sum  of  $500,”  &.C. 

In  the  examination  of  this  clause  a singular  omis- 
sion in  printing  the  7th  section  of  the  act  of  25th 
March,  1826,  in  Purdon’s  Digest,  5th  edition,  page 
748,  was  discovered.  The  following  words  to  fol- 
low the  8th  line  of  that  section  as  printed,  and  to 
come  in  before  the  9th  are  left  out,  and  should  be 
inserted  “the  said  judge  shall  think  reasonable  and 
just,  and  to  a day  certain  when  the  said.” 

It  has  of  late  years  been  urged  that  the  fugitive 
is  entitled  to  a trial  by  jury,  and  the  argument  has 
been  suggested,  if  not  urged  here.  In  relation  to 
this  matter,  as  well  as  in  relation  to  the  power  or 
authority  of  state  magistrates,  to  carry  into  effect 
the  acts  of  congress  we  have  had  various  and  con- 
flicting decisions  by  courts  in  various  part  of  the 
Union.  (See  1 Wharton  330 — 1,  5,  Martin,  Hun- 
ter’s lesse),  Virginia  cases  321,  commonwealth,  vs. 
Feely — 6 Halls  Law  Jour.  113,  United  States,  vs. 
Campbell — 17  Johns:  4.  United  States,  vs.  Lathrop 
7 Conn.  R.  239,  Ely  vs.  Peck.  See  also  the  opinion 
of  judges  Bland  and  Hanson  of  Maryland,  Almeda’s 
case,  1.2th  Niles’  Register,  114,  231.  Where  it  is 
held  that  state  magistrates  and  state  courts  cannot 
execute  authorities  vested  in  them  by  acts  of  con- 
gress, in  criminal  of  penal  cases  at  least. 

But  this  does  not  seem  to  be  the  law  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, as  recognized  by  our  supreme  court.  See  the 
case  of  Wright,  alias  Hall,  vs.  Deacon  5 S.  and  R. 
62,  where  Gibson  J.  held  that  “the  execution  of  the 
federal  power  has  been  delegated  in  some  instances 
to  the  state  authority.  In  the  case  of  the  revenue 
and  post  office  laws  jurisdiction  is  given  to  the  state 
courts,  to  carry  certain  parts  of  those  laws  into  ex- 
ecution. I will  not  say  at  present  whether,  accord- 
ing to  the  constitution,  congress  can  compel  the 
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state  courts  to  execute  this  borrowed  jurisdiction. — 
Until  the  state  governments  prohibit  their  courts 
from  taking  cognizance  of  questions  arising  under 
these  laws,  there  is  no  objection  to  them  doing  so.” 
And  the  doctrine  has  been  recognized  by  the  su- 
preme court  of  the  United  Slates,  to  at  least  this  ex- 
tent, that  congress  may  vest  in  the  state  courts  cri- 
minal jurisdiction  over  cases  concurrent  with  that  of 
the  United  States  courts;  but  to  vest  this  jurisdic- 
tion the  act  of  congress  must  expressly  authorise  it 
— Serg’ts.  Con’st.  law  27S,  5 Wheaton  26 — 30. 
Houston,  vs.  Moore.  In  civil  suits  the  state  courts 
constantly  entertains  such  jurisdiction  ib:  and  14 
Johns:  Rep.  United  States,  vs  Dodge.  See  also  1 
Jour:  of  Jurisp:  106  Worthington,  vs.  blasters — 11 
Serg’t  and  R.  196  Buckwalter,  U.  States,  12  Niles’ 
Reg’t  265, exparte:  Rhodes’ opinion  ofjudge  Cheves. 

1 hold  the  law  then  to  be,  that  the  judges  and  ma- 
gistrates of  Penns)  Ivania  may,  if  they  think  fit,  ex- 
ecute the  provisions  of  the  act  of  congress  relative 
to  fugitives  from  labor,  unless  prevented  by  enact- 
ments of  the  state  legislature.  That  the  act  of  as- 
sembly of  25th  March,  1836,  does  prescribe  the 
manner  in  which  only  the  judicial  officers  of  Penn- 
sylvania may  interfere  in  these  cases,  and  that  con- 
sequently, when  application  is  made  to  state  judges 
and  magistrates,  their  proceedings  must  conform  to 
the  act  of  assembly  mentioned;  and  that  if  the  party 
chooses,  he  may  proceed,  as  directed  by  the  act  of 
congress  of  1793,  and  carry  the  fugitive  before  a 
judge  of  the  United  States  courts,  whose  proceed- 
ings will  be  regulated  by  that  act  alone. 

There  has  been  a good  deal  of  discussion  and  se- 
veral legal  adjudications  on  the  subject  of  the  con- 
stitutionality of  that  act  of  congress — See  2 Picker- 
ing’s Reports  11 — where  the  act  was  held  to  be  con- 
stitutional, and  that  the  slave  might  be  seized  with- 
out warrant,  and  taken  before  a judge,  &c.  The 
same  principle  was  settled  by  the  supreme  court  of 
New  iork  in  the  case  of  Jack  and  Martin,  12  Wen- 
dell 311.  Where  it  was  contended  that  the  act  of 
congress  was  unconstitutional,  and  that  the  state 
law  of  New  York,  giving  the  slave  the  writ  of  ho- 
mine replegiendo  against  the  person  claiming  his  ser- 
vice or  his  agent,  and  suspending  all  proceedings  be- 
fore the  judge  or  magistrate,  and  the  caption  or  re- 
moval of  the  fugitive  under  the  certificate,  until  final 
judgment  shall  be  given  on  this  writ,  was  constitu- 
tional and  valid.  But  the  court  held  otherwise,  and 
decided  that  congress  had  the  right  to  prescribe  the 
mode  and  manner  of  the  “delivering  up;”  and  if  the 
state  provision  on  the  subject  clashed  with  the  pro- 
vision of  the  act  of  congress,  the  former  must  yield 
to  the  latter,  which  must  be  considered  as  a cotem- 
poraneous  exposition  of  the  constitution  of  the  U. 
States.  This  case  was  subsequently  carried  up  to 
the  court  of  errors,  and  is  there  reported  in  14  Wen- 
dell 507.  The  judgment  was  unanimously  affirmed, 
chancellor  Walworth  maintaining  the  constitution- 
ality ot  ttie  state  law,  and  the  unconstitutionality  of 
the  act  of  congress,  but  going  for  the  affirmance  of 
the  judgments,  because  the  fact  of  slavery  was  ad- 
mitted in  the  pleadings.  Senator  Bishop  concurring 
with  the  supreme  court  in  sustaining  the  constitu- 
tionality ot  the  act  of  congress,  and  unconstitution- 
ality ot  the  state  law.  Another  case  occurred  in  the 
supreme  court  of  New  Jersey,  in  the  case  of  Herns- 
ley,  vs.  Haywood,  the  report  of  which  I have  not 
seen,  but  if  not  already  published,  it  will  be  in  the 
forthcoming  volume  of  the  reports  of  that  state.  In 
which  the  right  to  arrest  and  deliver  over  to  the 
claimant  on  the  certificate  of  the  magistrate  was  af- 
firmed. And  in  the  case  of  Wright,  alias  Hall,  vs. 
Deacon  in  5 S.  & R.  62,  a writ  of  homine  replegiendo 
issued  to  obtain  for  defendant  a trial  by  jury,  after 
judge  Armstrong  had  granted  the  certificate  to 
claimant  was  quashed  by  the  supreme  court  of  Penn- 
sylvania. The  true  law  upon  the  subject  cannot  be 
bet  ter  laid  down  than  has  been  done  by  judge  Sergeanl 
in  his  Ireatise  on  constitutional  law,  page  398.  “From 
the  whole  scope  and  tenor  of  the  constitution,  and 
act  of  congress,  it  appears  that  the  fugitive  is  to  be 
delivered  up  on  a summary  proceeding  without  the 
delay  ot  a formal  trial  in  a court  of  common  lavv.  If 
a certificate  be  given  by  a state  judge,  agreeably  to 
the  act  of  congress  after  a hearing,  such  certificate 
is  a legal  warrant  to  remove  the  slave;  and  no  writ 
of  homine  replegiendo  afterwards  lies  on  the  part  of 
the  slave  in  a.  court  of  the  state,  where  such  a certi- 
ficate is  given,  to  try  his  right  to  freedom.  Such 
writ  is  a violation  of  the  constitution.  If  the  slave 
in  such  case  has  a right  to  freedom,  he  may  try  it  in 
the  state  to  which  he  is  removed.”  I may  here  add 
that  this  whole  subject  was  discussed  very  much  at 
large  in  the  late  convention  for  revising  and  amend- 
ing the  constitution  of  this  commonwealth,  upon 
various  attempts  being  made  to  insert  in  that  instru- 
ment a provision  granting  to  fugitives  from  labor 
the  right  ot  a trial  by  jury,  on  the  question  of  re- 
manding them  to  the  claimants,  and  that  body  held, 
by  a large  majority,  that  such  provision  would  be 


repugnant  to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States, 
and  consequently  void. 

I have  been  thus  minute,  particular  and  perhaps 
tedious,  in  bringing  into  view  all  the  decisions  on 
the  subject,  to  which  I could  have  access  in  the  short 
time  allowed  me,  since  the  argument  of  this  cause; 
because,  I am  aware  of  the  prejudices  among  the 
people  of  the  northern  states  on  the  subject  of  slave- 
ry, and  the  abhorrence  with  which  this  state  of  vas- 
salage is  viewed  by  many,  and  I am  desirous  that  all 
such  should  have  an  opportunity  of  knowing  what 
the  law  is,  as  settled  by  arid  under  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States,  which  was  ordained  and  estab- 
lished by  the  people  of  the  United  States,  as  the 
preamble  emphatically  declares.  In  the  language 
of  chief  justice  Parker,  of  Massachusetts,  “It  is  diffi- 
cult in  a case  like  this,  for  persons  who  are  not  in- 
habitants of  slave  holding  states  to  prevent  prejudice 
from  having  too  strong  a hold  on  their  minds.  We 
must  reflect,  however,  that  the  constitution  was 
made  with  some  states,  in  which  it  would  not  occur 
to  the  mind  to  enquire  whether  slaves  were  proper- 
ty. It  was  a very  serious  question  when  they  came 
to  make  the  constitution  what  should  be  done  with 
their  slaves.  They  might  have  kept  aloof  from  the 
constitution.  That  instrument  was  a compromise. 
It  was  a compact  by  which  all  are  bound.  We  are 
to  consider  then  wdiat  was  the  intention  of  the  con- 
stitution. Slavery  would  still  have  continued  if  no 
constitution  had  been  made.1' 

The  law  then  is  clear,  that  if  the  right  of  the 
claimant  to  the  services  of  the  person  arrested  as  a 
fugitive  be  established,  the  certificate  must  be  grant- 
ed. Two  things  undoubtedly  must  be  established 
before  the  certificate  will  be  given.  First — That 
the  alledged  fugitive  owes  labor  or  service  to  the 
claimant,  and  second — That  such  fugitive  shall  have 
escaped  from  the  state  or  territory,  under  the  laws 
of  winch  such  labor  or  service  is  due,  into  this  com- 
monwealth. The  second  point  has  been  clearly  es 
tablished  in  this  case  by  the  testimony  of  all  three 
of  the  witnesses  examined  on  the  part  of  the  claim- 
ant, and  therefore,  the  only  remaining  matter  of  in- 
quiry is,  whether  the  said  Fanny  was  held  to  labor 
or  service  in  the  state  of  Maryland,  under  the  laws 
thereof. 

“On  a question  of  slavery  or  freedom  (says  judge 
Baldwin,  1 Baldwin  577  Johnson  vs.  Tomkins  et. 
al.)  the  right  is  to  be  established  by  the  same  rules 
of  evidence  as  in  other  contests  about  the  right  to 
property  (7  Cranch  295).  Quiet  and  undisturbed 
possession  is  evidence  of  ownership,  and  cannot  be 
disturbed  by  any  one  who  has  not  the  right  of  pro- 
perty, and  the  burthen  of  proof  lies  on  the  one  who 
is  notin  possession.  In  this  case  the  proof  of  Jack 
being  the  slave  of  the  plaintiff  is  full,  clear  and  un- 
contradicted. Jack  admitted  that  he  was  a slave 
till  thirty  years  of  age,  when  he  alleges  he  was  en- 
titled to  his  freedom  by  the  will  of  a former  master, 
fee.  “Were  this  a trial  between  Jack  and  the  plain- 
tiff on  a question  of  freedom,  there  could  be  no  doubt 
on  the  evidence  before  you.  A bill  of  sale  is  not 
necessary  to  shew  the  propet  ty  to  be  in  the  plaintiff;  it 
may  be  proved  by  parol  or  inferred  from  long  posses- 
sion.” 

In  the  present  case  I lay  out  of  view  the  ac- 
knowledgment of  Fanny  that  the  claimant  was  her 
master  and  that  she  would  not  deny  it,  not  because 
it  is  incompetent  evidence  of  the  fact,  but  because 
there  is  other  and  abundant  evidence  to  establish 
the  same  thing.  Yet  such  evidence  has  been  uni- 
formly received,  and  in  the  case  last  cited  was  relied 
on  by  the  court  in  their  charge  to  the  jury.  No  less 
than  three  witnesses  examined  before  me,  viz:  Hy. 
Freaner,  Samuel  Newman  and  Stewart  Herbert, 
identify  Fanny  and  speak  of  knowing  her  for  eight 
or  ten  years  as  the  reputed  slave  of  and  residing  with 
the  claimant,  and  speak  of  their  means  of  knowledge 
other  being  a slave.  But  whether  a slave  or  nol; 
if  she  owes  labor  to  service  for  even  a term  ofyeais, 
the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  certificate  authorised 
by  the  act  ol  congress.  There  has  been  nothing  ad- 
duced to  contradict  this  proof,  and  no  attempt  made 
to  question  her  identity. 

As  objections  were  made  to  the  competency  of 
some  of  the  evidence  received  and  as  when  received, 
the  counsel  were  informed  they  should  have  the 
benefit  of  any  exception  thereto  on  the  argument,  it 
may  be  proper  to  notice  these  matters. 

The  certificate  of  the  grant  of  administration  was 
admitted  to  show  the  authority  by  which  she  was 
sold  by  David  Clagget  and  Sophia  Fitzhugh  as  ad- 
ministrators of  Wm.  Fitzhugh,  to  the  claimant,  and 
is  the  ordinary  and  usual,  and  in  most  instances,  the 
only  evidence  that  can  be  procured  from  the  regis- 
ters’ office  of  the  grant  of  administration.  It  is  not 
usual  to  keep  a duplicate  of  the  letters  of  adminis- 
tration as  a record  in  the  office,  although  it  has  been 
done  by  some  careful  officers.  Most  generally  the 
original  bonds  are  filed  and  on  them  is  endorsed  a 
memorandum  that  on  such  a day  letters  of  adminis- 


tration were  issued  to  A.  and  B.  in  the  usual  form, 
and  this  constitutes  the  only  record  of  the  grant  of 
administration.  Certificates  from  the  land  office  of 
Pennsylvania  are  frequently  received  in  evidence  by 
our  courts.  The  certificate  therefore  was  received 
and  is  considered  competent  evidence  of  the  fact  of 
administration  having  been  granted  as  therein  set 
forth. 

The  extract  lrom  the  vendue  list,  by  the  technical 
rules  of  law,  would  nol  be  evidence,  ar.d  was  not  re- 
ceived in  any  other  light — that  as  a satisfactoiy  con- 
firmation of  the  parol  evidence  given  by  Henry 
Freaner  of  her  having  been  sold  by  the  administra- 
tors. In  itself,  it  would  not  have  been  received  or 
relied  upon  as  evidence. 

The  paper  dated  24th  August,  1839,  signed  and 
sworn  to  by  the  above  named  administrators  of  Wil- 
liam Fitzhugh,  jr.  deceased,  was  only  admitted  to 
shew  that  the  interest  of  the  deceased  and  of  them 
as  his  administrators  in  the  labor  or  service  of  Fanny, 
was  transferred  to,  and  vested  in  Jacob  Swope,  the 
claimant,  which  fact  had  also  been  proved  bv  the 
parol  evidence  in  the  cause.  It  may  however  be 
questioned  whether  under  the  language  of  the  act  of 
congress  of  1793,  it  was  not  admissible  evidence  as 
an  affidavit.  That  act  says:  proof  to  the  satisfaction 
of  such  judge,  either  by  oral  testimony  or  affidavit 
taken  before  and  certified  by  a magistrate  of  any  such 
stale  or  territory,  that  the  person  arrested  doth  under 
the  laws  of  the  stale  or  territory  from  which  he  or  she 
fled,  owe  service  or  labor  to  the  person  claiming,  fee.” 
Our  act  of  assembly  it  is  true  says,  “upon  proof  to 
the  satisfaction  of  such  judge,  that  the  person  so 
seized  or  arrested  doth  under  the  law  s of  the  state  or 
territory  from  wdiich  he  or  she  fled,  owe  service  or 
labor  to  the  person  claiming,”  fee.  leaving  the  nature 
of  the  proof  to  the  judge,  but  declaring  “that  the 
oath  of  the  owner  or  owners  or  other  person  inter- 
ested shall  in  no  case  be  received  in  evidence  by  the 
judge  on  the  hearing  of  the  case.” 

Having,  therefore,  no  doubts  as  to  either  the  law 
or  the  facts  of  this  case,  how  much  soever  I may 
personally  feel  on  the  subject  of  involuntary  servi- 
tude, I am  bound,  as  well  by  the  positive  language 
of  our  act  of  assembly,  as  by  the  act  of  congress 
and  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  which  our 
own  state  statutes  directs  me  to  carry  into  execu- 
tion, to  award  to  Jacob  Swope,  a certificate  that  it 
has  been  proved  to  my  satisfaction,  that  the  said 
Fanny  doth  owe  labor  and  service  to  the  said  Jacob 
Swope  under  the  laws  of  Maryland,  wdience  she  fled 
into  this  commonwealth,  which  shall  be  sufficient 
warrant  for  removing  the  said  Fanny  to  the  state  of 
Maryland,  from  wdiich  she  fled. 

J.  M.  PORTER. 

Aug.  28,  1839. 

Slavers. — In  relation  to  one  of  the  schooners 
lately  captured  and  sent  into  New  York  by  the  Bri- 
tish, the  Baltimore  American  of  the  18th  says: 

Case  of  the  schooner  Catharine.  The  attention 
of  the  public  has,  of  late,  been  so  frequently  called 
to  this  vessel,  arid  the  circumstances  under  which 
she  has  been  captured  and  ser.t  into  New  York, 
that  we  are  happy  to  have  it  in  our  power  to  pub- 
lish a correct  statement  of  the  matter.  The  facts 
are  simply  these. 

The  schooner  Catharine,  Wm.  S.  Wedge,  master, 
was  despatched  from  Baltimore  early  in  May  last 
for  Havana,  the  captain  having  instructions  to  value 
upon  one  of  the  most  respectable  houses  there,  and 
to  sell  the  vessel,  provided  a suitable  price  was  of- 
fered for  her; — otherwise,  to  accept  of  any  good 
freight  for  the  United.  States,  giving  preference  to  a 
direct  employment  to  Baltimore.  The  consignees 
being  unsuccessful  in  their  endeavors  to  procure  a 
purchaser  at  the  captain’s  limits,  recommended  him 
to  a ship  broker,  as  a person  better  suited  to  enable 
him  to  accomplish  a sale.  With  the  aid  of  a broker, 
a bona  fide  sale  was  made  of  the  vessel,  the  con- 
tract ratified,  the  money  paid,  and  remittances  re- 
gularly forwarded  and  received  by  the  agents  and 
owners  in  Baltimore.  Captain  Wedge,  having  de- 
posited Isis  register  with  the  United  States  consul, 
and  received  from  the  consul  a receipt  for  the  re- 
gular discharge  of  his  seamen,  and  the  payment  of 
three  months  extra  wages  accouling  to  law,  return- 
ed direct  to  the  United  States. 

Here  ended  all  connection  of  the  original  owners 
of  the  Catharine  with  this  vessel  or  her  subsequent 
voyage;  and  such  being  the  fact,  they  could  have 
no  agent  to  act  for  them  in  any  business  in  which 
they  were  not  in  the  most  indirect  manner  con- 
cerned. 

The  consular  and  other  documents  submitted  to 
our  inspection,  prove  the  correctness  of  what  is 
here  alleged,  and  we  are  satisfied  that  the  tranefion, 
so  far  as  the  parties  here  are  concerned,  has  been 
one  of  a correct  and  mercantile  character,  and  (hat 
no  suspicion  or  censure  should  in  any  way  rest  upon 
them. 
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Anti-slavery  society.  The  female  anti-slavery  socie- 
ty, of  Boston,  has  split  into  two  parties.  So  wide  is 
the  breach,  that  at  the  annual  meeting  last  weeit,  they 
were  unable  to  elect  officers  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Alton.  The  loss  by  the  late  fire  at  Alton,  111.  has 
been  ascertained  to  be  $19,801,  and  has  fallen  upon  J. 
W.  Buft'um,  J.  J Foster,  John  Rowe,  W.  A.  Went- 
worth, T.  & T.  L.  Waples,  W.  S.  Gilman,  L.  H.  Aid- 
rich,  Fessenden  & Co.  the  American  and  Illinois  Bible 
society,  the  American  Tract  society,  Illinois  Sunday 
School  Union,  Illinois  Temperance  society — all  unin- 
sured, except  the  bulding  of  the  Messrs.  Waples,  in- 
sured for  1,200. 

Captain  Appleby.  The  Buffalo  Commercial  Adver- 
tiser, of  Wednesday,  says,  “captain  Appleby  is  again 
at  large.  He  arrived  here  yesterday.  A gentleman 
from  Sandusky  says  the  girl  did  not  appear,  but  Ap- 
pleby entered  bail  in  the  sum  of  $5,000  to  appear  when 
called  upon.’’ 

Coal  mine.  Col.  Heth,  of  Richmond,  has  made  a 
conditional  sale  of  his  valuable  coal  mines  to  a compa- 
ny in  England.  An  agent  of  the  company  came  out  in 
the  Liverpool  steamer,  and  if  his  report  be  favorable, 
of  which  there  is  no  doubt,  the  sale  will  be  confirmed. 

Expedition.  Four  gentlemen  arrived  at  Jewett’s  Ex- 
change Hotel,  from  Norfolk,  on  Sunday  last,  who  had 
left  Havana  on  Sunday  17ch,  at  6 o’clock  P.  M.  and 
tarried  one  day  in  Charleston,  S.  C. — thus  making 
the  voyage  and  journey  in  five  days  and  a half- 

The  first  steamboat  Illinois  passed  from  Chicago  to 
Buffalo,  (1,047  miles),  last  week,  in  sixty  hours.  This 
is  the  greatest  speed,  for  the  distance  on  record,  which 
is  at  the  rate  of  seventeen  miles  and  forty-five  hun- 
dreths  of  a mile,  say  17^  per  hour!  That  is  four  hun- 
dred and  seventeen  miles  and  one-tenth  of  a mile  in 
every  twenty-four  hours!! 

Electors.  There  are  three  of  the.  electors  of  Thomas 
Jefferson  yet  living  in  New  York,  John  Woodward,  of 
New  York  city,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  of  Westchester 
and  James  Burtt,  of  Orange.  All  these  gentlemen  are 
staunch  and  devoted  whigs. 

Foreign  news.  The  Liverpool  packet  ship  Indepen- 
i ;e,  capt.  Nye,  arrived  at  New  York  on  the  29th 
U-.  oer,  bringing  London  dates  to  the  23th  September. 

T.ie  fact  that  the  Rothschild]  had  actually  accepted 
the  drafts  of  the  U.  S.  bank,  previously  refused  by 
tire  Messrs.  Hottinguer  & Co.  is  officially  pupiished  in 
the  Moniteur — and  there  remains  no  doubt  of  the  fact; 
but  it  appears  notwithstanding,  that  on  the  26th  Sep- 
tember, Mr.  Jaudon,  as  agent  of  the  Bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  was  compelled  to  make  an  application  to  the 
Bank  of  England  for  a loan,  which  was  granted  him 
under  the  guarantee  of  Messrs.  Barring,  Morrison, 
Dennison  and  Huth,  to  the  amount  of  £'100.000  ster- 
ling p ryable  in  consols.  The  claims  which  this  sum  is 
to  meet  is  entirely  independent  of  the  Pari;  affair,  and 
is  stated  to  be  for  the  payment  of  post  notes  and  bills  of 
exchange. 

To  the  latest  hour  the  accounts  of  the  weather  are 
decidedly  unfavorable  to  the  crops  of  grain,  and  a sus- 
pension of  specie  payments  by  the  Bank  of  England, 
of  course  becomes  more  probable. 

There  is  no  very  important  feature  in  the  news  from 
the  continent,  unless  it  be  the  apprehended  scarcity  of 
grain  in  France. 

London , Sept.  2 llli,  (Tuesday).  1339. 

Since  the  departure  of  the  Liverpool  steamship,  every 
thing  respecting  the  late  occurrence  in  Paris  in  con- 
nection with  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  has  set- 
tled down  into  a perfect  calm.  To  the  great  satisfaction 
of  the  merchants,  both  of  England  and  France,  the 
Messrs.  Rothschild  now  regularly  act  for  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States. 

The  weather  since  your  accounts  by  the  Liverpool 
has  been  again  unfavorable  with  the  exception  of  yes- 
terday; but  at  night  the  rain  recommenced  and  con- 
tinued until  12  o’clock  to-day.  The  afternoon  has  been 
bright  and  warm — but  the  wind  being  still  in  the  south 
and  south  west,  it  is  not  probable  that  the  present  sun- 
shine will  last  until  the  return  of  night. 

The  state  of  the  money  market  remains  unchanged. 
The  suspension  of  payment  of  the  Bank  of  England 
is  now  openly  discussed  in  the  London  newspapers — ■ 
and  all  parties — appearing  to  think  the  event  inevita- 
ble— and  are  busied  in  devising  the  best  mode  of  car- 
rying the  suspension  into. the  least  injurious  and  dura- 
ble effect.  The  true  mode  undoubtedly  would  be  to 
compel  the  Bank  of  England  to  pay  interest  upon  its 
notes  during  the  time  of  suspension — a measure  which 
in  the  case  of  the  Bunk  of  Scotland,  in  the  last  centu- 
ry, proved  to  be  at  once  highly  satisfactory  to  the  pub- 
lic, and  at  the  same  time  a very  wholesome  check  upon 
the  issue  of  the  bank. 

In  France  disturbances  and  distress  are  beginning 
to  prevail  in  the  provinces,  in  consequence  of  the  high 
price  of  bread.  The  harvest  of  that  country  has  proved 
light. 

In  the  cotton  market  of  London  the  business  has 
been  more  active  since,  and  the  prices  of  East  India 
cotton  have  even  slightly  advanced  since  the  departure 
of  tlie  Liverpool  steam  ship.  The  sales  have  been  1,099 
bales  of  Surat  at  5d.  a 6 5-Sd .;  200  Madras,  at  5 3-4d.  a 
6d.  and  150  boweds  at  6 7-8d.  a 7 l-2d.  per  lb. 

Germans.  The  Germans  of  New  Orleans,  notwith- 
standing they  compose  but  a small  papulation  compar- 
ed witlmhe  French,  Spanish  and  Americans,  must  be 
men  of  taste  and  refinement  quite  equal,  if  not  superior 


to  the  great  body  of  their  countrymen  in  Pennsylvania, 
Ohio,  &e.  They  have  established  in  New  Orleans  a 
German  theatre,  or  rather  German  thespian  corps,  who 
get  up  dramatic  pieces  in  their  native  tongue.  No  coun- 
try can  present  such  an  exhaustless  fund  of  dramatic 
works,  as  the  illustrious  writers  of  Germany,  for  ages 
have  furnished. 

Gunpowder  plot.  On  Sunday  morning  last  about 
one  o’clock,  an  attempt  was  discovered  to  set  fire  to  the 
powder  house  of  Peter  Haldeman  of  this  town,  con- 
taining about  5,090  pounds  of  powder.  If  the  infernal 
scheme  had  succeeded,  the  loss  of  life  and  property 
would  have  been  incalculable.  The  attempt,  was  made 
by  setting  fire  to  several  empty  oil  casks  which  the 
wretches  had  stolen,  filled  with  shavings  and  placed 
within  a few  feet  of  the  building  and  immediately 
against  a fence  which  communicated  with  it.  A tre- 
mendous explosion  must  inevitably  have  been  the  con- 
sequence, if  the  discovery  had  been  delayed  a few  mo- 
ments longer,  probably  the  whole  town  would  have  been 
fired.  We  cannot  conceive  of  more  infamous  and  dia- 
bolical wretches  than  men  who  would  thus  endanger 
the  lives  of  hundreds  of  innocent  and  unconscious  citi- 
zens, to  gratify,  probably,  a private  malice;  or  for  the 
purpose  of  plunder  amidst  the  contusion  and  dismay 
which  would  have  followed.  Several  men  were  seen 
running  from  the  fire  when  discovered.  A reward  of 
one  hundred  dollars  is  offered  for  the  detection  of  the 
perpetrators  of  this  infamous  outrage. 

[Columbia  (Pa.)  Courant. 

Immigrants.  The  number  of  passengers  arrived  at 
Quebec  to  the  8th  September  this  year  was  7,060;  in 
the  same  time  last  year,  2,605. 

Indian  outfit.  The  steamer  Pizaro  left  St.  Louis  on 
the  3rd,  for  the  mouth  of  Kansas  river,  with  the  follow- 
ing cargo,  viz:  20  spinning  wheels,  20  looms  and  their 
appendages,  300  axes,  100  ploughs  and  $10,000  in  specie. 
This  outfit  is  for  the  Iowa  and  other  Indians. 

Land  sale.  Lands  to  the  amount  of  $90,000  weie 
sold  at  Chicago,  at  the  sale  in  that  city,  which  com- 
menced on  the  2d  inst.  All  the  purchasers  were  actu- 
al settlers. 

Twenty  thousand  dollars  was  received  at  the  land 
office  in  Springfield,  Mo.  during  the  recent  sales. 

The  Chicago  American  says,  that  the  president  of 
the  United  States,  on  the  petition  of  the  settlers,  has 
postponed  the  sale  of  such  portions  of  the  even  num- 
bered sections,  within  five  miles  of  the  Milwaukee  ca- 
nal, as  contain  improvements,  or  were  settled  upon  pre- 
vious to  the  3d  inst.  It.  applies  only  to  the  improved 
land  within  five  miles  of  the  canal. 

Liberia.  The  Liberian  packet  ship  Saluda,  is  ex- 
pected to  arrive  at  New  York  about  the  first  of  Decem- 
ber, and  will  leave  Norfolk,  on  her  return  to  Liberia, 
about  the  25th  of  that  month,  with  passengers  and 
emigrants.  The  agent  of  the  American  colonization 
society  gives  notice  that  Mr.  John  McPhail  will  provide 
accommodations  at  Norfolk,  and  give  employ  to  such 
emigran's  as  may  arrive  at  that  port  previous  to  the  time 
for  embarking.  The  charge  to  emigrants  for  passage, 
and  six  months  subsistence  after  arriving  in  Africa,  is 
sixty  dollars.  Those  emigrants  for  whom  provision  is 
made  for  passage  and  support  will  draw  their  farm 
land,  and  obtain  their  deeds  immediately  on  arrival. 

[Arner. 

Methodism.  The  increase  of  the  Pffethodist  Episco- 
pal church  the  past  year  has  been  44,209;  for  the  two 
past  years  over  80,000. 

The  Natchez  Free  Trader  says  that  four  gentlemen 
of  the  city  of  Vicksburg  have  subscribed  twenty  thou- 
sand dollars  to  the  Methodist  centenary  fund.  Judge 
Lane  giving  six  thousand  of  that  sum. 

Napolean.  A late  French  paper  says  that  the  heirs 
of  Napolean  have  been  non-suited  in  their  attempt  to 
recover  a part  of  his  vast  private  property;  and  the  sen- 
tence of  the  tribunals  has  been  confirmed  by  the  king, 
the  emperor  having,  by  the  treaty  of  Fontainbleau, 
made  over  bis  property  to  the  state. 

Nelson.  A magnificent  column  is  to  be  erected  in 
London,  to  the  memory  of  lord  Nelson.  The  estimat- 
ed cost  is  £30,000. 

New  York.  Bank  resolutions.- — At  a meeting  of  the 
officers  of  the  several  city  banks,  held  on  the  evening 
of  the  25th  of  October,  Cornelius  W.  Lawrence  was 
called  to  the  chair,  and  Win.  M.  Vermilye  appointed, 
secretary. 

The  chairman  stated  that  the  meeting  had  been  cal- 
led at  the  request  of  a committee  appointed  at  a meet- 
ing of  merchants,  manufacturers  and  mechanics,  held 
at  the  City  Hotel  on  the  evening  of  the  21th  inst. 

Whereupon,  the  following  resolutions  offered  by  Mr. 
Edmonds,  were  adopted;  the  first  unanimously  and  the 
second  with  two  dissenting  votes. 

Resolved,  That  the  banks  of  the  city  of  New  York 
must  and  will  retain  specie  payments;  and  that  it  is 
with  unfeigned  satisfaction  they  have  noticed  the  cheer- 
ing and  sustaining  voice  of  their  fellow  citizens,  in  re- 
ference to  this  measure. 

Resolved,  That  the  necessity  of  a further  dimunition 
of  their  loans  and  discounts  does  not  now  exist;  but 
that  it  would  be  unwise  and  imprudent  to  pledge  them- 
selves to  any  particular  course  which  might  be'  render- 
ed futile  by  events  over  which  they  may  have  no  con- 
trol. And  that  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  the 
views  of  the  several  boards  of  our  city  banks,  as  ex- 
pressed in  their  recent  replies  to  the  committee  of  mer- 
chants, mechanics  and  manufacturers,  give  the  fullest 
assurance  to  the  public  that  every  assistance  will  be 


afforded  that  is  compatible  with  the  paramount  duty  of 
maintaining  a sound  currency. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Adams,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  chairman  and  secretary  of  this 
meeting  sign  the  proceedings,  and  transmit  a copy  of 
the  same  to  the  committee. 

C.  W.  Lawrexce,  chairman. 

Wm.  M.  Vermilye,  secretary . 

Circular  of  the  safety  fund  banks.  At  a metting  of 
the  subscribers,  officers  of  several  of  the  western 
safety  fund  banks,  held  at  the  City  Hotel,  in  the  city 
of  New  York,  on  the  28th  day  of  October,  1839,  the 
following  preamble  and  resolutions  were  unanimously 
adopted: 

Whereas,  it  is  found  to  be  impracticable  at  this  time, 
to  make  any  definite  arrangement  in  this  city  for  the 
permanent  and  uniform  redemption  of  country  safety 
fund  paper,  in  consequence  of  which,  the  bills  of  near- 
ly alt  the  western  banks  are  no-w  selling  at  ruinoiis 
rates  ot  discount;  and  whereas,  it  is  the  duty,  and,  as 
we  confidently  believe,  the  wish  ol  the  western  banks 
to  make  every  effort  in  their  power  to  protect  the  com- 
munity from  loss  on  their  paper,  therefore 

Resolved,  That  we  recommend  that  a convention 
of  western  safety  fund  banks,  be  held  at  the  American 
Hotel,  in  Auburn  on  Friday,  the  eighth  day  of  No- 
vember next,  at  10  o’clock  A.  M.  of  that  day,  to  adopt 
such  measures  as  will  insure  the  uniform  and  speedy 
redemption  of  their  paper,  at  some  central  and  conve- 
nient place  at  the  earliest  practicable  day. 

Resolved,  That  we  have  full  confidence  in  the  ability 
of  all  the  western  safety  fund  banks  to  redeem  their 
entire  circulation,  at  an  early  day,  and  we  do  not  hesi- 
tate to  assure  the  community  that  they  will  cheerfully 
make  every  effort  within  their  power,  regardless  of  pro- 
fits, to  meet  their  engagements  vt'tth  the  public. 

Resolved,  That  while  the  western  safety  fund  banks 
are  making  every  effort  in  their  power  to  protect 
the  community  from  loss  by  the  depreciations  of  their 
paper,  we  respectfully  suggest  to  the  public  whether  it 
is  notjust  and  proper  for  them  to  extend  towards  the 
country  banks,  the  same  confidence  which  they  are  ex- 
tending towards  the  city  banks,  in  encouring  them  to 
maintain  specie  payments. 

Resolved,  That  we  earnestly  request  that  every  safe- 
ty fund  bank  in  the  western  part  of  this  state  be  re- 
presented at  the  proposed  convention. 

Philadelphia.  The  postmaster  at  Baltimore  on  the 
23d,  received  a letter  from  Philadelphia,  without  a 
signature,  containing  three  hundred  dollars  in  United 
States  bank  notes,  and  desiring  that  the  money  should 
be  given  to  a person  who  would  call  for  it  that  even- 
ing; but  in  case  it  was  not  called  for,  the  money  was 
to  be  remailed  to  Philadelphia,  to  Mr.  Lewis  Brown, 
which  was  done. 

It  appears  from  the  Philadelphia  papers  that  the 
store  of  Mr.  Lewis  Brown  of  that  city  was  robbed  on 
Monday  night  of  $450  in  bank  notes,  and  there  is  no 
doubt  that  the  robber,  apprehensive  of  detection, 
thought  this  the  best  mode  of  restoring  the  money  to  its 
rightful  owner. 

Shipwrecks.  On  the  12th  ult.  the  ship  Equator,  of 
New  York,  was  lost  on  the  reef  of  the  Umbrella  Key, 
one  of  the  Bahama  islands.  The  crew  and  passen- 
gers were  all  saved;  as  also  one-fourth  of  the  cargo, 
the  whole  being  valued  at  about  $200,000.  She  was 
bound  to  New  Orleans,  and  had  2 cabin,  and  36  steer- 
age passengers.  The  mate  of  the  Equator  states  that 
the  Manilla  reef  does  exist,  although  doubts  have  been 
entertained  on  the  subject,  and  is  on  the  eastern  side  of 
the  Keys,  extending  several  leagues  north  to  Walker’s 
Key,  thence  south  toUmbrella  Key,  along  Allen’s  Key, 
Pensacola  Key  and  Green  Turtle  Key  to  Little  Harbor 
island,  where  it  terminates.  The  reet  lies  off  from  the 
Keys  six  miles,  and  consists  ol  coral  rocks,  with  a few 
scattering  rocks  lying  a mile  farther  out.  A current 
sets  in  over  the  reef  to  the  south  west,  two  miles  per 
hour;  the  tide  ebbs  and  flows  4 feet,  though  at  low  wa- 
ter, there  are  but  three  feet  of  water  on  the  reef. 

Gen.  McDuffie  has  been  appointed,  by  the  city  ol 
Charleston,  to  deliver  the  eulogy  on  general  Hayne. 

The  ship  Orinoco,  captain  Rogers,  stranded  on  the 
Skaw,  on  the  4th  of  September,  on  her  passage  from 
St.  Petersburg  to  Boston,  was  insured  in  State  street  to 
the.  tune  of  $96,509,  as  follows:  Merchants’  $20,000  on 
cargo;  Boston  $17,500  do.;  Mercantile  $17,500  do.; 
Washington  $10,000  on  ship;  United  States  $10,000 
do.;  American  $10,000  do.;  Neptune  $11,500  on  freight. 

[Boston  Transcript  of  Oct.  11. 

The  British  brig  Two  Partners,  of  Yarmouth,  N.  S. 
was  lost  in  a gale  on  the  12th  of  Sept,  the  crew  were 
saved  with  the  exception  of  one  man,  and  the  captain 
has  arrived  at  Norfolk.  The  schooner  Motion,  from 
Charleston  bound  to  Jacksonville,  was  driven  on  the 
breakers  at  the  St.  John’s  bar,  on  the  5th  inst.;  a lady, 
Mrs.  Stewart,  and  her  children,  passengers  and  crew 
all  saved;  the  vessel  a total  loss,  as  she  went  to  pieces 
in  a short  time  after  getting  ashore.  The  schooner 
Meiamora,  from  Mobile  for  Galveston,  was  totally  lost 
on  the  south  shoal  at  the  entrance  of  Galveston  bay,  a 
few  days  since.  Crew  saved.  Cargo  lost. 

Umbrella.  An  umbrella  of  the  extraordinary  dimen- 
sions of  64  feel  in  circumference,  gaily  fringed,  and 
standing  twelve  feet  high,  has  been  exhibited  at  Bris- 
tol, England.  It  was  made  for  one  of  the  African 
kings,  and  is  to  be  sent  out  by  the  next  ship.  It  is 
said  that  this  monster  umbrella  is  for  the  purpose  of 
screenin'?  the  king  from  the  sun,  when  in  consultation 
with  his  'ministers. 
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SCfRemittances  by  mail.  “A  postmaster  may  en- 
close money  in  a letter  to  the  publisher  of  a newspaper 
to  pay  the.  subscription  of  a third  person,  and  trank  the 
letter,  it  written  by  himself.” — Amos  Kendall. 

Some  of  our  subscribers  may  not  be  aware  that  they 
may  save  the  postage  on  subscription  money,  by  re- 
questing the  postmaster  where  they  reside  to  frank  their 
letters  containing  such  money,  he  being  able  to  sa’isfy 
himself  before  a letter  is  sealed,  that  it  contains  nothin'" 
but  what  refers  to  the  subscription.  [Am.  Farmer.  = 

FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 

file  steamboat  Great  IVestern  made  her  last  pas- 
sage, from  New  York  to  Bristol,  in  13  days.  She 
arrived  at  New  York  again,  on  the  2d  instant,  mak- 
ing the  passage  in  13  days  and  twenty  hours,  bring- 
ing 128  passengers,  whose  names  we  subjoin. 

Mr.  McKee,  Mrs.  McKee  and  2 children,  Mrs 

G.  H.  Newbould,  Miss  M.  Newbould,  Dr.  Lime 
colonel  March,  L.  Lamb,  L.  McLane,  J.  Kil^our’ 
C.  Peters,  L.  Vollz,  J.  Starr,  A.  Robertson  Mrs’ 
Robertson  and  infant,  Mr.  Bowman,  Mrs.  Bowman 
J.  Briggs,  Briggs,  jr.  Mrs.  J.  Briggs,  Miss  Briggs’ 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stovt,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Russell,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Cocker,  J.  Gibson  and  3 children,  Mr.  Nichol- 
son, Dr.  J.  L.  Rogers,  S.  H.  Rensom,  W.  H.  Rope 

H.  Pattinson,  bishop  of  Toronto,  E.  Mallard,  Miss 
McBride,  Miss.  Pratt,  A.  Vanderpoel,  Mrs’Van- 
dcrpoel,  major  A.  Van  Boren,  Mrs.  Van  Bureri  A 

S.  Willington,  Mrs.  Willington,  J.  Young  Mrs 
Young,  A.  Gregg,  A.  H.  Armour,  A.  F.  Rondeau' 
H.  Daggers,  C.  Eagler,  Mrs.  Eagler,  J.  B.  Howell’ 
R.  Leech,  Baron  de  Roenne,  F.  A.  Hamilton  p’ 
Wetherby,  C.  Haselton,  doctor  B.  Hayer,  c’e' 
Vandaume,  lieutenant  Lyons,  Mister  and  Misses 
Alsop,  R.  Tighe,  Misses  Tighe,  C.  W.  Shepperd", 
W.  Chapman,  A.  Atkinson,  S.  Tappan,  J H Da- 
vis, T.  Warrall,  Mister  Quesnel,  W.  S.  Driver,  .1 

T.  Bailey,  J.  Beaumont,  G.  Brock,  A.  Maus  H 
Brock,  J.  F.  Vogeler,  J.  T.  Gibson,  Dr.  T.  Smith 
Mister  Thebaudier,J.  Gibbs,  H.  Cunningham,  j’ 
G.  Russell  C.  Bendon,  A.  Follian,  J.  H.  Alexan- 

l'er' f-  ,AMMeTno  Mr'  0rr’  J Drl'zzler,  C.  Coates, 
A.Fiask,  M.  B.  Batceam,  Mr.  Workman,  R.  Heath, 
L Tr?b'?,* * * * S’  Geo'  Haywood.  C.  Welford,  T.  Walton 
M.  D.  Pmna  .lieutenant  Henry,  L.  M.  Wilkins, 
Vor..  VII.— Sro.  11. 


Mrs.  Wilkins,  Mr.  Wilkins,  jr.  W.  Crookshank, 
captain  T.  Haves,  G.  Hentig,  A.  L.  Johnson,  L. 
Montondon,  captain  Outin,  J.  Cunard,  Mr.  Lee, 
Mrs.  Gibson  and  infant,  Lucy  Howell,  servant; 
Mary  Nelson,  do.;  Grace  Gowdens,  do.;  Edward 
Paragon,  do.;  Francis  West  do.;  Maria  Carrie,  do.; 
Dr.  Conklin’s  do. 

The  Great  Western,  it  is  said,  brings  specie  to 
the  amount  of  $2,000,000  for  the  British  service 
in  Canada. 

The  British  Queen  arrived  out,  on  the  13th  Oc- 
tober, making  the  trip  in  13  days  20  hours.  She 
was  to  leave  for  New  York  on  the  1st  November,  and 
had  200  berths  already  engaged.  Replies  to  letters 
from  New  York  have  been  received  in  thirty-two 
days  from  their  date. 

The  final  settlement  ol  the  bills  drawn  on  Messrs. 
Hottinguer  & Co.  had  been  confirmed,  and  specie  to 
an  amount  sufficient  to  cover  them  entirely  had  been 
received  in  Paris. 

Cotton  remains  without  alteration,  and  additional 
aciivity  in  the  market.  The  apprehension  of  a 
suspension  of  specie  payments  by  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land was  lessening,  as  the  export  of  bullion  was 
decreasing,  and  the  exchanges  with  the  continent 
were  becoming  more  favorable  for  England.  Very 
few  failures  had  occurred  among  mercantile  men  in 
England,  and  business  there,  as  here,  had  been  very 
much  contracted. 

The  arrangements  made  by  Mr.  Jaudon  for  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  are  very  satisfactory,  he 
having  negotiated  a loan  in  London  for  four  midions 


of  dollars  and  having  a prospect  of  concluding  a 
loan  to  a similar  amount  with  the  house  of  Hope  & 
Co.  of  Holland. 

This  ot  course  puts  an  end  to  any  alarms,  which 
have  been  felt  on  this  side,  relate  to  the  bills  of  the 
bank.  The  loan  is  redeemable  in  the  month  of 
May  1841  and  1842. 

Some  discussion  had  taken  place  in  the  Bank  of 
England  parlor  in  regard  to  the  propriety  of  raising 
the  rate  ofinterestto  7 per  cent,  but  it  still  remained 
fixed  at  6. 

The  London  money  market — Mr.  Jaudon  and  the 
loan  of  four  millions . The  London  Morning  Chroni- 
cle of  the  14;h  October  announces  the  final  arrange- 
ment of  the  loan  made  by  Mr.  Jaudon,  which  gave 
him  the  command  of  eight  hundred  thousand  pounds, 
at  that  lime.  For  this  loan  he  had  issued  bonds  at 
18  and  36  months,  secured  by  deposits  ol  Pennsylva- 
nia state  stocks,  placed  in  thehands  of  trustees.  We 
learn  from  the  same  source  that  on  the  11th  ult.  two 
thousand  shares  U.  S,  bank  stock  had  changed  hands 
at  twenty  pounds  per  share. 

The  Morning  Chronicle  of  the  10th  nil.  says,  that 
the  agency  of  the  U.  S.  bank  is  placed  on  a footing 
of  independence;  that  Mr.  Jaudon  had  been  anxious 
to  retire  from  business,  but  was  prevented  solely  by 
a desire  to  sacrifice  his  personal  views  to  the  inter- 
ests of  his  principals,  “while  under  circumstances  ol 
peculiar  difficulty.  He  had  struggled  with  success, 
through  obstacles  of  the  most  trying  nature,  and  des- 
pite of  the  opposition  of  enemies,  who  were  not 
scrupulous  as  to  the  means  they  employed.” 

We  find  by  the  London  Morning  Chronicle  of  the 
16th  ult.  that  Mr.  Jaudon  had  deposited  £ 100,000 
on  that  day,  for  interest  on  U.  S.  bank  shares.  The 
bonds  for  the  loan  of  eight  hundred  thousand  pounds, 
were  selling  in  the  London  market  on  that  day,  at 
one  and  a half  premium. 

The  London  Courier  says: — “We  are  glad  to  be 
enabled  to  state  that  Mr.  Jaudon  has  made  arrange- 
ments to  meet  all  the  engagements  of  the  United 
Slates  bank,  ami  that  Messrs.  Barings  will  be  the 
agents  for  that  establishment.  We  may  also  men- 
tion that  that  gentleman  has  succeeded  in  getting 
his  list  filled  fora  new  loan  of  £800,000  sterling  for 
three  years,  secured  on  Pennsylvania  six  percent, 
stock  at  94.” 

We  copy  from  Bell’s  London  Weekly  Messenger 
of  the  12th,  the  following  paragraph: 

“The  uneasiness  which  has  been  for  same  time 
past  exhibited  in  the  city,  especially  among  the 
merchants  interested  in  the  American  trade,  has  at 
length  been  almost  entirely  removed.  It  is  stated 
with  confidence,  that  Mr.  Jaudon  has  been  able  to 
make  such  arrangement  with  the  Messrs.  Baring  St 
Co.  as  to  leave  no  question  that  the  engagements 
ol  the  United  States  bank  will  be  fully  cleared  off. 
This  is  to  be  done  by  the  issue  of  new  bonds  at  £94 


for  each  £100.  The  state  stock  of  Pennsylvania 
which  the  bank  holds  to  the  extent  of  4,000,000  of 
dollars  being  lodged  as  security,  or  exchanged  for 
new  bonds  at  the  option  of  the  holders.  By  this 
course,  the  bank  will  be  relieved  from  the  pressure 
upon  it  by  the  falling  due  of  the  post  notes  now  out, 
and  the  arrangements  will  be  completed  without  the 
necessity  of  any  advance  of  capital  by  the  parties  con- 
senting to  the  plan.  This  is  understood  to  be  the 
outline  of  the  arrangement,  and  as  the  firm  of  Messrs. 
Baring  will  be  entrusted  with  the  management  of  the 
operation,  there  is  a pretty  safe  guarantee  that  it  will 
be  carried  into  beneficial  operation.  The  holders  of 
the  new  property  will  derive  interest  at  the  rate  of 
about  7}  to  8 per  cent.  At  present  no  official  infor- 
mation has  been  given  of  the  actual  nature  of  the 
arrangement.” 

The  London  Sun  of  the  16th  says: 

“At  about  two  o’clock  yesterday  afternoon,  the 
British  Queen  steamer  arrived  at  Portsmouth,  hav- 
ing made  the  voyage  from  New  York,  whence  she 
started  on  the  2nd  instant,  in  the  short  space  of  thir- 
teen days  and  twenty-two  hours.  She  brings  in  spe- 
cie 700,000  dollars,  and  remittances  to  the  amount 
of  a million  sterling.” 

The  same  paper  adds: 

“The  news  received  this  morning  by  the  British 
Queen  steamer,  from  New  York,  is  considered  by 
our  commercial  men  less  unsatisfactory  than  was  to 
have  been  expected,  considering  the  discouraging 
tendency  of  the  accounts  recently  obtained  from 
that  city.  It  is  to  be  borne  in  mind,  however,  that 
at  the  time  of  the  British  Queen’s  departure,  no- 
thing was  yet  known  of  the  unpleasant  events  that 
have  occurred  on  this  side  of  the  water,  and  which 
would  be  first  communicated  by  letters  transmitted 
on  board  the  Liverpool  steamer,  the  arrival  of 
which  was  looked  for  about  a week  subsequently.” 

London,  Friday , Oct.  18,  3 o’clock.  Money  con- 
tinues easy  in  the  house  at  from  5 to  per  cent, 
for  a short  period;  among  the  bankers  at  6 per  cent. 

Consols  continue  steady  at  90g  for  the  account; 
money  90j,  f,  same  as  in  the  early  part  of  the  morn- 
ing; exchequer  bills  2 4 disc.;  India  bonds,  1 prem.; 
bank  stock,  179;  for  account  1804. 

Gold,  it  appears,  is  returning  from  the  continent 
to  this  country;  a remittance  was  received  yesterday 
at  the  Bank  of  England  of  seventy-five  to  one  hun- 
dred thousand  pounds  in  specie,  in  addition  to  the 
above,  within  a short  period,  some  large  amounts  in 
specie  have  been  received  from  Mexico  and  the  U. 
States,  and  further  large  remittances  are  expected 
daily  from  other  quarters  of  the  Globe.  These  sup- 
plies w ill  greatly  add  to  specie  in  the  coffers  of  the 
Bank  of  England,  and  the  issuing  of  one  and  two 
pound  notes  will  no  more  be  thought  of.  [Bwi. 

Latest  London  money  market.  The  report  which 
prevailed,  that  the  directors  of  the  Bank  of  England 
had  refused  to  discount  certain  bills  sent  up  from  the 
country,  does  not  agree  with  what  took  place  on 
Tuesday.  It  is  stated  that  the  bank  directors,  in  the 
course  of  that  day,  discounted  bills  of  every  class, 
and  having  every  kind  of  endorsement. 

Anticipated.  blockade  of  Canton.  A Bristol  paper 
states  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  British  govern- 
ment to  blockade  Canton.  It  will  be  remembered 
that  the  opium  seized,  was  chiefly  on  board  of  Bri- 
tish ships  at  the  time,  and  that  the  whole  of  it  was 
afterwards  destroyed.  It  was  probable  that  payment 
will  be  demanded  (or  the  opium,  and  that  a blockade 
will  only  take  place  in  the  event  of  a positive  refusal. 

An  outrage  on  the  queen.  Some  senseless  scoun- 
drel threw  two  large  stones  at  the  head  of  the 
queen,  in  her  state  apartments  at  Windsor.  The 
affair  had  created  great  sensation,  but  the  perpetra- 
tor had  escaped.  The  papers  talked  of  “hushing  it 
up.” 

The  queen  had  been  much  annoyed  by  a man 
named  Bryan,  who  insisted  on  marrying  her. 

Correspondence  of  the  Courier  and  Enquirer. 
London,  Oct.  1 Sth,  1839.  I send  you,  bvthe  Great 
Western  steam  ship,  the  intelligence  from  London 
to  the  latest  hour  of  this  evening,  which  is  permitted 
by  the  departure  of  the  British  mail. 

The  money  market  of  London  remains  without 
improvement  of  any  real  or  substantial  kind.  Capital 
is  still  held  in  a very  cautious  and  alarmed  manner; 
discounts  remain  at  the  same  high  rates,  and  the 
same  uncertainty  exists  as  to  the  prospect  of  a sus- 
pension of  cash  payments  by  the  Bank  of  England, 
or  the  probability  of  an  early  issue  of  one  and  two 
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pound  notes.  Exchequer  bills  are  still  with  difficul- 
ty maintained  at  par,  and  though  the  funds  have  been 
rather  better  sustained  within  the  last  few  days, 
shares  and  other  similar  property  of  every  descrip- 
tion are  very  much  reduced  in  value  and  difficulty  of 
sale  unless  at  a very  large  reduction  from  the  nomi- 
nal rates  of  the  present  week.  The  payment  of  the 
quarterly  dividends  commenced  at  the  Tank  of  Eng- 
land on  Saturday  last,  and  as  the  entire  amount  to 
be  received  by  the  public  is  very  little  less  than 
£4,000,000  sterling,  it  will  probably  be  determined 
by  these  payments  whether  the  bank  will  be  enabled 
to  proceed  in  its  payments  of  gold;  for  should  gold 
be  demanded  to  an  unusual  extent  by  the  annuitants, 
it  is  very  obvious  that,  with  not  more  than  3,000,000 
pounds  in  the  vaults  of  the  institution,  a suspension 
of  cash  payments  must  be  expected  to  take  place  in 
the  course  of  a few  days  from  the  present  time.  But 
as  a very  large  portion  of  the  dividends  is  received 
by  the  London  bankers,  for  themselves  or  their  con- 
nexions in  various  parts  of  the  kingdom,  it  may  be  in 
the  power  of  the  directors  of  the  Bank  of  England 
to  arrange,  that  there  shall  be  no  objection  to  these 
payments  being  taken  in  Bank  of  England  notes — 
but  on  the  other  hand,  there  are  the  London  and 
northern  and  Scotch  joint  stock  bankers,  with  whom 
a most  imprudent  and  untimely  dispute  has  been 
commenced  by  the  directors  of  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land, the  latter  refusing  to  discount  any  bills,  how- 
ever unexceptionable,  of  these  joint  stock  banks, 
who  issue  their  own  notes,  and  who  do  not  think  pro- 
perto  arrange  for  the  circulation  of  those  of  the  Bank 
of  England  alone.  These  northern  joint  stock  bank- 
ers in  general  have  always  been  opposed  to  and  by 
the  Bank  of  England,  and  should  a combination  be 
made  among  them,  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in 
their  now  driving  the  Bank  of  England  into  difficul- 
ty and  discredit  ot  a most  serious  description;  and  if 
such  proceedings  be  not  taken  by  the  joint  stock 
bankers  it  will  be,  not  because  they  do  not  under- 
stand their  power,  but  because  it  is  not  desirable  to 
involve  in  the  stoppage  of  the  Bank  of  England,  the 
supposed  consequent  alarm  and  derangement  of  all 
monetary  affairs  and  of  the  general  trade  of  the  world. 
Besides  the  payment  of  the  quarterly  dividends, 
there  is  a renew'ed  demand  upon  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land for  bullion  for  exportation  to  the  continental 
nations,  the  amount  exported  in  the  week,  ending 
on  Saturday  last,  having  been  220,000  ounces  of  sil- 
ver and  8,000  ounces  of  gold;  and  the  foreign  ex- 
changes have  all  fallen,  and  became,  therefore,  un- 
favorable on  Tuesday  and  to-day,  which  were  the 
last  of  the  two  days  of  the  foreign  post. 

The  whole  state  of  monetary  affairs  would  lead  to 
the  supposition  that  the  Bank  of  England  cannot 
very  long  hold  out  in  the  efforts  to  avoid  a suspen- 
sion of  cash  payments,  and  though  the  fine  weather 
of  October  has  caused  more  exhilirating  views  to  be 
observable  on  the  slock  exchange,  it  is  more  than 
probable  that,  with  the  gloomy  weather  of  November, 
these  views  will  be  changed,  and  that  the  real  result 
of  the  harvest  will  lead  to  that  suspension  of  pay- 
ments, the  consequences  of  which  are  undoubtedly 
viewed  with  too  much  alarm,  and  which  would  be 
really  and  truly  the  most  beneficial  change  which 
could  occur  at  the  present  time. 

Connected  so  directly  with  the  prospects  of  the 
money  market,  is  the  state  and  result  of  the  harvest 
of  the  present  year.  On  this  subject  you  will  find  a 
great  variety  of  opinions  and  reports  in  the  English 
journals  which  the  Great  Western  will  take  out;  but 
the  real  state  of  the  country  is  probably  tiiesame,  or 
in  some  degree  worse  than  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
harvest  of  1838.  As  governed  by  the  temperature 
of  the  summer  and  autumn,  the  crops  of  grain  must 
be  taken  as  certainly  not  better  than  those  of  the 
preceding  year,  but  they,  in  all  probability,  are  in- 
clining to  the  favorable  views  which  have  been  en- 
deavored to  be  propagated  on  the  stock  exchange; 
for  whilst  in  1838,  the  autumn  became  at  length 
warm  and  favorable,  and  every  description  of  grain 
was  secured,  though  found  to  be  afterwards  deficient 
in  the  yield;  on  the  other  hand,  there  are  reports  from 
numerous  districts,  particularly  those  tending  to 
mountainous,  that  large  quantities  of  grain  are  even 
now  little  more  than  green;  and  from  other  better 
situated  counties,  it  is  reported  that  a large  quantity 
of  the  wheat  and  barley  will  be  sprouted  and  un- 
sound, and  useless  for  grinding  unless  with  a large 
proportion  of  superior  foreign  grain.  The  accounts 
from  Ireland  are  unfortunately  more  unfavorable 
than  from  any  part  of  the  three  kingdoms;  for  in  that 
country  the  weather  even  throughout  October  has 
been  rainy  and  cold,  and  according  to  our  principal 
Dublin  journal  received  in  London  yesterday,  “the 
harvest  of  Ireland  will  be  deficient  at  least  one-half; 
and  instead  of  the  usual  annual  exportation  to  Eng- 
land of  700,000  quarters  of  wheat  and  1,200,000 
quarters  of  oats,  not  another  bushel  of  either  of  these 
grains  can  be  exported  from  Ireland  for  the  next  12 
months.” 


This,  if  even  approaching  to  a correct  opinion  on 
the  result  of  the  harvest  of  Ireland,  is  a very  painful 
account  of  the  prospects  of  that  unfortunate  coun- 
try, and  indirectly  must  influence  largely  tl.e  market 
of  England  for  the  next  twelvemonths.  Through- 
out the  Baltic  nations,  the  harvest  has  not  been  more 
than  the  usual  average,  even  from  the  most  favorable 
representations — and  in  the  important  wheat  country 
on  the  Black  Sea,  a drought  has  prevailed  through- 
out the  summer  and  autumn,  and  the  crops,  accord- 
ing to  the  latest  letters  from  Odessa,  have  been  so 
deficient  that  scarcely  any  exportation  of  wheat  is 
expected  to  be  supplied  from  that  usually  very  active 
port.  The  stock  of  old  English  grain  of  every  de- 
scription is  consumed,  almost  to  entire  exhaustion — 
and  the  stock  of  bonded  corn,  according  to  the  last 
returns,  was  not  equal  to  the  consumption  of  the 
kingdom  for  even  a single  day,  as  estimated  for  the 
support  of  man  and  beast — for  the  whole  quantity  in 
bond  in  September  was — wheat,  360,688  quarters; 
barley,  7,073;  oats,  64,764;  rye,  78S;  beans,  29,659; 
peas,  28,426;  flour,  85,250  cwt.  From  all  this  it 
may  not  be  unreasonably  concluded  that  tho  liarvpst 
is  equally  or  more  deficient  than  that  of  1838:  that 
the  exhaustion  ofEngland  is  considerably  more  com- 
plete than  at  the  same  time  last  year;  that  there  is 
not  one-third  part  of  the  stock  of  foreign  corn  in 
bond;  that  the  harvest  of  Europe  generally  will  yield 
less  than  in  1838,  and  therefore  that  it  is  almost  cer- 
tain that  the  same,  or  a much  more  calamitous  state 
of  all  our  affairs  must  be  anticipated  for  the  whole  of 
the  ensuing  year. 

The  duty  on  foreign  wheat  is  10s.  8d.  per  quarter, 
and  on  flour  6s.  5d.  per  barrel,  of  196  lbs.;  these 
duties  being  maintained  principally  in  consequence 
of  the  low  rates  at  which  the  inferior  new  wheat  is 
sold.  The  low  intrinsic  value  of  much  of  the 
wheat  is  the  only  possible  circumstance  to  prevent 
the  early  opening  of  the  ports,  and  even  with  that 
counteracting  consideration,  there  is  very  little  doubt 
that  the  trade  will  be  free  in  the  course  of  a few 
weeks;  but  though  the  duty  should  not  be  lower  than 
at  the  present  time,  yet  6s.  5d.  per  barrel  is  not  a 
material  consideration,  and  need  not  impede  ils  ex- 
portation from  the  ports  o.f  the  United  States — the 
reason  being  that  the  quality  of  American  flour  will 
be  very  fine,  and  all  that  may  come  to  England  in 
superior  condition  is  certain  to  be  sold  at  high  prices; 
because  from  the  inferiority  of  the  English  wheat, 
better  qualities  are  expected  to  be  in  the  most  de- 
mand. 

The  market  for  American  securities  may  be  sup- 
posed to  have  not  been  exempted  from  the  depres- 
sion which  continues  in  every  department  of  the  mo- 
netary affairs.  The  difficulties  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States — if  difficulties  the  malicious  intrigues 
and  slanders  against  the  establishment  could  proper- 
ly be  called,  have  all  been  finally  overcome  by  the 
very  skilful  arrangements  of  Mr.  Jaudon.  This 
gentleman  has  raised  a loan  of  £800,000  for  one 
and  two  years,  at  the  rate  of  94,  and  the  interest  8 
per  cent.  The  contractors  for  this  loan  are  princi- 
pally the  banking  houses  of  Jones,  Lloyd  & Co. 
Smith,  Paine  8t  Smith  and  Denison,  Heyward  & Co. 
and  the  great  Lombard  street  bill  house  of  Gurney, 
Overend  & Co.  The  debentures  have  already  been 
sold  at  I and  1^  premium,  and  even  amidst  all  the 
increased  pressure  for  money  this  morning,  they 
have  been  sold  at  a premium  of  | per  cent.  That 
the  interest  lor  this  money  is  large,  must  be  consi- 
dered as  unimportant,  when  the  immense  difficulties 
of  the  money  market  are  taken  into  view,  and  when 
the  money  is  certain  of  possession  for  the  long  pe- 
riod of  one  and  two  years — and  raised  for  that  ex- 
tended time  at  a moment  when  an  interest  of  7 per 
cent,  can  be  obtained  for  very  short  periods  upon 
the  deposite  of  even  the  best  securities  of  the  Eng- 
lish government — as  consols  or  exchequer  bills. 
This  operation  is  altogether  a most  important  and 
fortunate  one  for  the  general  American  interests  in 
this  part  of  the  world — and,  indeed,  throughout  the 
United  States — for  it  both  raises  the  confidence  of 
English  capitalists,  who  perceive  that  the  most  gra- 
cious and  powerful  bankers  of  London  are  satisfied 
with  the  securities  of  Mr.  Jaudon,  and  at  the  time 
this  ample  provision  for  engagements  of  the  bank  in 
Europe,  will  diminish,  undoubtedly,  the  pressure 
in  the  money  markets  of  Philadelphia  and  New 
York,  by  rendering  it  no  longer  indispensible  for  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  to  force  forward  extraor- 
dinary resources  to  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Jaudon. 

The  shares  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  is 
now  to  be  sold  to  any  amount  at  £20,  and  the  de- 
bentures this  afternoon  have  been  94^  a 95.  In 
other  securities  there  have  been  transactions,  but  at 
very  reduced  and  indeed  almost  ruinous  rates. 

Mr.  McLane  returns  home  to-morrow  with  the 
Great  Western  steam  ship. 

The  ship  Ayres,  500  tons,  has  left  London  for 
Texas  with  a great  many  emigrants  on  board. 


The  hereditarial  grand  duke  of  Russia,  is  to  mar* 
ry  the  princess  Mary,  of  Hesse  Darmstadt. 

Lockhart  is  to  marry  the  r ich  Miss  Coults. 

Louis  Pliillippe  stiil  thinks  of  marrying  one  of  his 
sons  to  the  queen  of  Spain. 

The  Imperial  Bank  of  Manchester  has  stopped 
payment. 

The  Sheridan  took  out  the  news  of  the  burning  of 
the  National  theatre. 

Peter  Bacon,  stockbroker,  has  left  London  univer- 
sity $120,000. 

A lad  aged  sixteen  threw  himself  off  the  monu- 
ment, on  the  15th  of  October,  and  was  dashed  to 
pieces. 

The  Royal  Exchange  is  to  be  commenced  imme- 
diately, and  finished  in  three  years. 

Earl  Durham  is  to  be  sent  ambassador  extraordi- 
nary to  Turkey. 

Mr.  de  Pontois  has  been  elevated  to  the  French 
peerage,  and  will  be  sent  ambassador  extraordinary 
to  Turkey. 

The  harvest  in  England.  The  intelligence  on  this 
point  is  much  more  favorable  than  at  the  last  dates. 

The  harvest.  The  fine  weather  at  the  end  of  the 
last  and  commencement  of  the  present  week,  has 
enabled  the  farmers  to  draw  to  a conclusion  one  of 
Ihe  most  critical  and  anxious  harvests  in  the  history 
of  the  country.  In  the  months  of  July,  August 
and  September,  the  three  principal  harvest  months, 
a very  unusual  quantity  of  rain  fell,  and  the  pros- 
pect of  a ruined  harvest  frequently  presented  itself; 
but  in  the  south,  where  the  danger  seemed  immi- 
nent there  came  a fortnight  of  fine  harvest  weather 
at  the  end  of  July  and  the  beginning  of  August,  and 
a great  quantity  of  grain  in  the  corn  growing  coun- 
ties, peculiarly  so  called,  was  secured  in  good  con- 
dition, though  some  of  it  not  without  injury.  From 
the  middle  of  August  to  the  middle  ot  September, 
the  weather  was  again  very  unfavorable  for  harvest 
operations,  but  within  that  period  a great  proportion 
of  the  corn  in  the  north  of  England  was  cut,  or 
had  become  ready  for  the  reaper,  and  the  weather 
ever  since  that  time  has  been  such  as  to  enable  the 
northern  farmers  to  carry  their  own  corn  in  very  fair 
condition,  though  not  without  some  considerable 
exceptions.  On  the  whole,  however,  the  corn  in 
the  two  opposite  divisions  of  the  kingdom — the  south 
and  the  north — has  been  secured  tolerably  well, 
through  the  providential  interposition  of  these  two 
favorable  seasons,  and  we  should  say  that  the  mid- 
land counties  have  fared  the  worst  during  the  pre- 
sent harvest. 

The  accounts  from  Scotland  are  less  favorable 
than  that  from  the  English  counties;  but  though  our 
information  from  that  part  of  the  kingdom  is  some- 
what conflicting,  we  believe  that  the  apprehensions 
ol  the  corn  growers  and  corn  consumers  for  the  safe- 
ly of  their  crops,  have  by  no  means  been  realized 
to  their  full  extent.  In  the  eastern  counties  of  Scot- 
land, it  is  said  that  the  crops  were  extremely  rich 
and  well  secured.  The  failure  of  the  harvest  in 
Ireland  has  been  more  extensive,  owing  to  the  wet 
weather,  than  in  either  England  or  Scotland,  and 
our  supplies  from  that  country  will  be  less  than  last 
year,  while  the  native  inhabitants,  we  fear,  will  be 
subject  to  severe  privations.  Bread,  we  believe, 
will  not  be  cheap  from  this  time  to  the  next  harvest 
in  these  islands,  nor  shall  we  be  as  free  as  usual  in 
an  average  of  years  from  unsound  grain;  but  the 
prices  will  not  be  famine  prices,  nor  the  quality  of 
the  food  such  as  to  produce  the  pestilence  that  fol- 
lowed the  two  deficient  years  of  1800  and  J80I. 
This  opinion  we  express  not  without  diffidence,  but 
yet  under  a strong  persuasion  that  it  will  be  borne 
out  by  the  facts  in  the  year  now  before  us. 

[ Leeds  Mercury. 

Lancashire.  Since  our  last  the  weather  has,  on 
the  whole,  been  exceedingly  favorable  to  the  harvest, 
and  an  immense  quantity  of  corn  of  all  descriptions 
has  been  led.  All  accounts  received  from  the  differ- 
ent corn  districts  of  this  neighborhood  concur  in 
stating  the  result  of  the  harvest  as  above  an  average 
as  to  quantity,  and  fully  an  average  as  to  quality. 
Apprehensions  on  the  subject  appear  to  be  fast  dy- 
ing away,  as  the  market  quotations  substantially 
testify. 

Our  Poulton  correspondent  says,  we,  in  our  neigh- 
borhood, are  about  concluding  the  harvest;  the  aus- 
picious change  in  the  weather  has  caused  the  farm- 
ers to  make  great  progress  in  housing  their  grain, 
which,  upon  the  whole,  proves  a belter  yield  than 
was  anticipated.  The  present  beautiful  weather  is 
now  enabling  the  farmers  to  sow  their  wheat  in  tole- 
rable order.  Potatoes,  in  general,  we  are  glad  to 
say,  promise  abundantly.  [ Preston  Chronicle. 

Scotland.  Between  Edinburg  and  Penicuik  reap- 
ing is  nearly  over,  the  greater  part  of  the  crops  is 
lodged  in  the  barn  yard;  what  remains  to  be  cut  is 
fully  ripe,  and  with  the  exception  of  a few  green 
plots  on  the  acclivities  of  the  Pentlands,  a few  days 
I of  good  weather  may  suffice  to  gather  in  the  last 
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sheaf  of  a tolerably  good  harvest.  In  the  bleak  i 
moorland  couritrv  :c  the  south  of  Penicuik  the  crops  | 
are  thin  and  late,  and  there  is  little  probability  oi 
the  scanty  produce  being  brought  home  in  good 
condition,  in  the  vale  ot  the  Eddlestone,  the  crops 
are  bulky  in  quantity,  and  excellent  in  quality,  and 
may  be  all  housed  in  the  course  of  the  present 
week.  Along  the  banks  of  the  Tweed,  from  Pee- 
bles to  Glenormiston,  the  harvest  is  all  but  over,  and 
is,  on  the  whole  reckoned  a good  one.  A respecta- 
ble farmer  informed  us  that  he  had  rarely  had  a bet- 
ter crop,  and  that  the  damage  sustained  throughout 
the  country  by  the  late  floods,  though  great  would 
ultimately  be  found  much  less  than  was  at  first  con- 
jectured. [ Scotsman . . 

Ireland.  The  accounts  received  since  our  last 
regarding  the  harvest,  are  generally  favorable,  and 
altogether  the  prospects,  are  much  less  gloomy 
than  they  were  a week  or  two  ago.  Up  to  Wed- 
nesday night  the  weather  continued  very  fine,  and 
great  progress  had  been  made  in  securing  the  out- 
standing crops.  Yesterday  morning,  however,  the 
rain  again  began  to  descend,  and  has  since  continu- 
ed to  tall,  with  little  intermission.  A considerable 
breadth  of  oats  still  remains  out,  especially  in  moun- 
tain districts,  but  that  grain  suffers  less  from 
bad  weather  than  any  other  crop.  The  bulk  of  the 
potatoes  are  still  in  the  ground,  and  many  fine  days 
will  still  be  necessary  before  they  be  securely 
placed  in  the  pits.  But,  above  all,  the  saving  of 
turf  will  require  dry  weather  during  the  remainder 
of  the  present  month;  and  it  is  certainly  a source  of 
deep  regret  that  little  or  nothing  has  yet  been  done 
towards  obtaing  a supply  of  this  fuel  for  the  coming 
winter.  However,  the  glass  is  again  rising,  and  we 
may  indulge  the  hope  of  a speedy  return  of  sun- 
shine. [ Dublin  Esenin g Post. 

From  the  London  Times,  October  17. 

It  has  been  affirmed  by  parties  in  the  city,  who 
have  opportunities  of  noticing  the  amount  of  ex- 
chequer bills  afloat,  and  the  purposes  for  which 
they  are  issued  that  no  less  than  £2,500,000  has 
been  advanced  towards  the  erection  of  the  various 
union  work  houses,  formed  under  the  new  poor  law, 
in  different  parts  of  the  country.  At  the  outset  of 
this  unpopular  and  odious  measure  the  estimate 
was,  that  not  more  than  £800,000  would  be  re- 
quired from  the  government  in  aid  of  such  build- 
ings. The  history  of  these  and  other  advances  for 
public  works,  with  a list  of  the  uncertain  debts, 
and  of  the  losses  actually  incurred,  should  it  ever 
be  fairly  brought  to  light,  will  form  one  of  the 
most  curious  and  instructive  portions  of  the  finan- 
cial administration  of  the  present  day.  On  the  plan 
now  in  use  for  keeping  the  public  accounts,  no  sort 
of  clue  is  afforded  to  it — exchequer  bills  are  put 
down  as  issued,  and  as  paid  off  from  time  to  time, 
but  the  old  accounts  in  arrear  are  seldom  brought 
forward,  and,  when  they  are  exhibited,  there  is  no 
possibility  of  collecting  what  the  quality  of  the  se- 
curity is  upon  which  ultimate  payment  depends. 
Even  among  the  union  work  houses,  it  is  believed 
by  many  well  informed  persons,  that  the  security, 
in  some  cases,  is  by  no  means  of  the  best  kind. 

Mr.  Jaudon  is  said  to  have  retorted  the  other  day 
on  one  of  the  bank  of  England  directors,  who  ex- 
pressed his  astonishment  at  the  ruinous  rate  at 
which  the  United  States  bank  was  borrowing  mo- 
ney in  America,  that  it  did  not  become  them  to  as- 
sume that  tone,  as  they  had  begun  to  be  borrowers 
themselves,  and  could  by  no  means  be  certain  that 
they  would  not  have  to  submit  to  an  equally  high 
rate  before  they  had  brought  themselves  back  to 
their  old  position.  This  is  perfectly  just,  and  if 
Mr.  Jaudon  is  to  be  tried,  it  must  be  by  a more 
competent  tribunal  than  this.  There  is  said  by  the 
way,  to  have  been  a final  arrangement  at  length 
made  with  respect  to  Mr.  Jaudon’s  new  bonds,  and 
it  is  even  affirmed  that  they  sell  in  the  open  market 
at  an  advance  on  the  price  at  which  they  were  is- 
sued. Messrs.  Dennison  & Co.  have  been  men- 
tioned as  holding  the  guarantee  stock  on  behalf  of 
the  subscribers  to  the  bonds,  but  in  wha,t.  manner 
they  are  connected  with  each  other,  so  as  to  be  made 
available  in  case  of  need,  does  not  appear.  There 
is  no  reason  to  doubt  at  the  same  time,  that  all  due 
protection  is  afforded  to  the  parties  interested,  of 
which  indeed  the  character  of  the  house  referred 
1o  would  be  a sufficient  assurance.  If  the  object 
is,  however,  to  obtain  for  the  bonds  a free  circula- 
tion in  the  city,  the  more  clearly  this  is  explained 
the  better,  as  men  of  business  are  not  apt  in  such 
cases  to  take  any  thing  for  granted. 

The  corn  trade  and  the  crops.  Messrs.  Sturge,  of 
Birmingham,  in  their  monthly  circular  issued  on 
October  16th,  says — “The  accounts  from  many 
parts  of  the  kingdom  concur  in  stating  a serious  de- 
ficiency in  the  crops,  especially  in  the  northern 
districts  of  England  and  Ireland.  In  a few  coun- 
ties it  appears  likely  to  prove  near  an  average,  and 
on  the  whole  the  yield  will  probably  be  better  than, 


| from  the  condition  of  the  weather,  could  have  been 
I expected,  but  the  bulk  of  straw  is  less  than  was 
supposed  before  harvest.  tVe  have  had  little  varia- 
tion in  the  price  of  wheat  during  the  past  month, 
but  there  has  been  a general  indisposition  on  the 
part  of  millers  to  purchase  beyond  their  immediate 
wants,  partly  owing  to  the  continued  pressure  on 
the  money  market,  and  partly  to  the  low  price  of 
flour,  compared  with  wheat,  the  last  few  weeks. — 
There  is  now  no  probability  of  the  duty  coining  to 
2s.  8d.  at  present,  and  we  think  it  may  go  to  16s. 
8d.  by  the  end  of  the  present  month.” 

We  subjoin  from  the  London  papers,  the  latest 
received  upon  business  and  its  means: 

From  the  London  Chronicle,  October  17. 

In  the  English  stock  market  few  transactions 
have  taken  place,  and  prices  generally  were  lower 
than  yesterday.  Money  was,  however,  considered 
rather  easier,  but  in  Lombard  street  the  rate  of  inte- 
rest was  still  the  same.  The  meeting  at  the  bank 
parlor  to-day,  was  of  short  duration.  The  notice 
of  the  5th  of  September,  allowing  the  advance  of 
loans  on  bills  of  exchange,  expires  to-morrow,  but 
it  is  understood  that  the  bulk  of  the  advances  has 
been  already  repaid  to  the  bank.  We  understand 
that  the  bills  of  some  country  banks  of  issue  drawn 
by  them  on  their  London  bankers,  were  sent  in 
yesterday  by  the  holders,  for  discount,  to  the  Bank 
of  England,  and  not  rejected. 

Liverpool  cotton  market,  October  14.  We  con- 
tinue to  have  a good  inquiry  for  export,  for  which 
account  1,300  bales  American  have  been  purchased 
to-day. 

The  total  sales  amounted  to  4,000  bales,  all  Ame- 
rican, except  about  120  Brazils,  10$  to  ll$d.;  200 
Egyptians  11$  to  13d.;  and  509  Surats  5d.  to  6d. 

Oct.  15 — Our  cotton  market  remains  perfectly 
steady,  and  a fair  amount  of  business  was  transact- 
ed to-day.  The  entire  sales  consist  or  3,500  bags, 
including  200  American  taken  for  export.  100 
Egyptian  11  1-8  a 12$d.;  90  Pernam,  11  a ll£d.; 
400  Surat  5$  a 2$d.;  2,920  American,  6id.  a 3d.; 
total  3,500. 

Oct.  16 — We  had  a fair  demand  for  cotton  to-day, 
and  the  sales  of  all  kinds  amount  to  3,500  bags,  in- 
cluding 1,000  American  for  export.  There  is  no 
alteration  in  prices. 

Oct.  17 — There  has  been  a moderate  demand  for 
cotton  to-day,  which  has  led  to  the  disposal  of  4,500 
bags.  Our  market  is  flat,  and  prices  have  rather 
a tendency  to  decline.  Exporters  have  taken  1,500 
American. 

Oct.  18 — We  have  had  a fair  demand  for  cotton 
to-day  and  prices  are  fully  maintained.  The  sales 
were  4,000  bags,  including  500  for  export. 

Imperial  weekly  average — Wheat  67s.  2d.;  bar- 
ley 41s.  2d.;  oats  25s.  7d.;  rye  37s.  9d.;  beans  46s. 
Id.;  peas  45s.  lid.  Aggregate  average  of  the  6 
weeks  which  regulates  duty — wheat  70s.  Ocl.;  bar- 
ley 40s.  Id. 

Slate  of  trade.  Oct.  18th — Manchester — Ex- 
ceedingly gloomy  market  yesterday,  goods  and 
yarns  of  all  descriptions  quoted  lower  than  on  the 
preceding  Tuesday.  A number  of  individual  spin- 
ners and  manufacturers  in  various  parts  of  the 
neighborhood  have  already  ceased  to  light  up  their 
factories.  Several  meetings  for  the  purpose  of 
considering  the  subject,  are  in  contemplation. 

Rochdale  flannel  market,  Monday,  Oct.  13 — We 
had  an  indifferent  market  to-day,  demand  slackened, 
number  of  pieces  sold  limited.  Prices  the  same  as 
those  of  last  week. 

Liverpool  cotton  market,  Oct.  17 — We  have  had 
a fair  demand  for  cotton  to-day,  and  prices  are  fully 
maintained.  The  sales  were  4,000  bags,  including 
500  for  export. 

The  Liverpool  papers  received  by  this  arrival 
state  that  the  accounts  received  of  the  state  of  trade 
in  the  manufacturing  districts  are  most  unfavorable. 

At  Manchester  on  the  last  market  day,  neither  cot- 
ton piece  goods  nor  yarns  could  be  sold  except  at 
low  prices,  and  the  demand  was  extremely  limited 
and  so  discouraging  are  the  present  prospect,  that 
many  spinners  have  determined  again  to  resort  to 
the  expedient  of  working  a short  time,  unless  a de- 
cided change  takes  place  for  the  better. 

Liverpool  cotton  market,  Oct.  15 — There  has 
been  a fair  demand  for  export  to-daj’,  and  about 
1,200  bags  of  American  have  been  taken  on  that 
account,  mostly  of  the  middling  quality,  6Jd.  a 7d .; 
in  other  respects  we  have  had  a quiet  day,  the  to- 
tal sales  not  exceeding  3,500  bales.  Prices  just 
support  themselves  but  no  more.  300  Ceara  and 
Perham,  10J  to  ll$d.;  100  Bahia,  10$d.;  50  Egyp- 
tian, 11$  d.  to  13d.;  200  Surat,  5d.  to  5±d.;  and  the 
remainder  American,  O'fd.  to  7|d.;  comprise  the 
sales  this  day. 

The  subjoined  extract  of  a letter  from  an  intelli- 
gent correspondent  give  an  account  of  the  state  of 
things  in  England  somewhat  different  from  that 
contained  in  most  of  the  letters  we  have  seen. 


London,  Oct.  18 th,  1839.  Although  the  weather 
has  been  more  favorable  during  the  last  fortnight,  it 
is  now  pretty  well  ascertained  that  the  harvest  will 
not  exceed  an  average,  and  that  a large  portion  of 
the  wheat  was  housed  in  a wet  state,  and  will  re- 
quire the  intermixture  of  dry  grain  before  it  can  be 
used.  Under  these  circumstances  large  orders  for 
grain  have  already  been  given,  and  considerable 
tonnage  chartered  to  bring  it  home  from  the  conti- 
nent. To  meet  the  drain  these  importations  must 
produce,  the  bank  certainly  has  not  in  its  coffers 
two  millions  in  gold.  The  consequence,  therefore, 
if  these  premises  be  correct,  appears  evident.  She 
will  be  brought  to  a stand  still,  and  will  have  re- 
course to  the  issue  of  one  and  two  pounds  notes. 
This,  however,  is  only  a palliative,  and  will  not 
cure  the  disease;  and  I am  afraid  the  only  effectual 
remedy  will  be  found  in  the  suspension  of  cash  pay- 
ments. This  is  a gloomy  view;  but  I cannot  help 
entertaining  it;  and  if  the  winter  be  a severe  one, 
the  suffering  among  the  lower  classes  must  neces- 
sarily be  very  great.  The  manufacturing  laborers 
have  for  some  time  past  been  employed  only  three 
days  in  the  week. 

Van  Amburg  was  wounded  by  a young  lion, 
with  which  he  was  going  through  the  usual  per- 
formance, at  the  Porte  St.  Martin  theatre,  in  Paris. 
He  accidentally  hurt  the  animal,  which  turned 
upon  him,  and  clawed  or  bit  his  leg.  Neverthe- 
less, Van  Amburg  went  through  the  performance, 
and  put  his  head  in  the  same  lion’s  mouth. 

In  England  on  the  16th  of  October,  they  were 
expecting  that  the  Philadelphia  banks  would  sus- 
pend. 

Mr.  Blanqui,  a gentleman  of  good  family  who  is 
charged  with  being  a party  to  the  insurrection  at 
Paris  in  May  last,  was  arrested  in  that  capital,  on 
his  return  from  London. 

FRANCE. 

Correspondence  of  the  Courier  and  Enquirer. 

Paris,  16 th  October,  1839.  Since  my  last,  by  the 
Liverpool,  the  returns  of  the  nature  and  amount  of 
the  late  harvest  have  reached  the  proper  officers  in 
Paris.  They  alter  in  no  respect,  (in  no  material 
respect  at  all  events),  the  opinion  I have  already 
communicated  to  you.  The  quality  of  the  grain  is 
not  so  good  as  it  promised.  The  quantity  is  also 
less  than  was  hoped  for.  On  the  whole  the  crop 
may  be  considered  as  sufficient  for  the  consumption 
of  the  country,  but  nothing  beyond  that.  The  price 
of  bread  has  in  Paris  risen  to  18  sous  for  the  four 
pound  loaf.  A diminution  of  this  (for  Paris)  very 
high  charge  is  predicted  and  may  take  place — but  it 
will  not  be  to  any  important  extent,  and  will  have 
been  effected  by  the  management  of  the  govern- 
ment, rather  than  by  the  natural  operation  of  the 
supply. 

“Let  me  have  no  disturbances  in  Paris.”  said  Na- 
poleon to  his  minister  of  police.  The  present  ruler 
of  France  is,  on  the  contrary,  accused  of  having  di- 
rected that  disturbances  should  be  provoked,  in  or- 
der to  be  able  under  cover  of  them  to  carry  strong, 
violent  and  unconstitutional  measures.  He  is,  how- 
ever, too  clever  and  too  clear  sighted  a man  to  incur 
willingly  disturbances,  the  result  of  a scarcity  of 
bread,  and  is  therefore  laboring  to  remove  the  alarm 
which  had  begun  to  extend  itself,  and  to  ensure 
such  a supply  to  the  metropolitan  markets  as  may 
keep  down  the  prices  of  provisions.  But  this  is  not 
all.  To  a man  who  has  no  money  and  no  means 
of  procuring  any,  it  is  immaterial  whether  bread  be 
one  sous  or  five  sous  the  pound;  (it  is  at  present  as 
I have  said,  four  and  a half  sous  the  pound;. 

The  chambers  have  placed  at  the  disposal  of  go- 
vernment very  large  sums  to  be  applied  to  public 
works.  These  (and  more  by  anticipation)  are  or- 
dered to  be  expended.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  all 
these  precautions  and  the  undiminished  solicitude 
of  government  w ill  obviate  the  dangers  with  which 
we  were  threatened;  but  I can  assrire  you  that  the 
ministry  itself  is  not  divested  of  its  very  serious  ap- 
prehensions for  the  winter  about  to  set  in.  Already 
are  the  walls  of  Pari3  covered  with  appeals  to  the 
passions  of  the  multitude,  reminding  them  of  the 
extremely  high  price  of  bread,  of  the  paucity  of  em- 
ployment, and  of  the  misery  in  which  they  are 
plunged.  As  yet  those  appeals  have  produced  little 
actual  mischief  in  the  metropolis,  but  they  have  not 
been  wholly  fruitless.  In  the  departments,  (in  that 
of  La  Sarthe  in  particular),  there  have  been  very 
grave  disorders  occasioned  by  the  fear  of  scarcity. — 
In  every  instance  those  disturbances  resulted  from 
the  purchase  of  grain  in  the  markets  for  removal  to 
other  points  of  France  or  for  exportation  to  foreign 
countries.  In  many  cases  very  large  bodies  of 
troops  were  required  to  put  an  end  to  the  disor- 
ders. Force  prevailed,  and  now  persuasion  is  re- 
sorted to. 

Among  the  means  used  for  allaying  apprehen- 
sions, are  flaming  accounts  of  expected  arrivals  of 
wheat  and  flour  from  Algiers  and  Spain.  In  both 
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these  countries  the  harvest  had  been  magnificent. — 
In  the  first,  however,  there  had  been  nearly  an  ex- 
haustion of  the  stock  on  hand — still  there  is  much 
for  export.  In  Spain  the  harvest  has  been  the  best 
that  possibly  could  be  hoped  for  or  collected.  The 
price  is,  however,  far  beyond  that  which  a French 
customer  would  pay  with  a view  to  its  sale  for  con- 
sumption in  France.  That  French  houses  have 
bought  largely  on  Spain  is  stated  every  day — but  if 
they  have  it  is  merely  on  speculation — a forestalling 
of  the  English,  who  it  is  feared  will  be  obliged  to 
import  this  year  to  an  amount  equal  to  the  last. — 
Scarcity  must  be  much  greater  than  it  threatened  to 
be  in  France  ere  the  grain  so  purchased  in  Spain 
would  bring  a remunerating  price  here — conse- 
quently the  supply  so  rated  as  on  the  way  from 
Spain  will  have  little  influence  on  our  markets.  If 
it  were  here  now  and  attainable  in  point  of  price,  it 
would  effect  much  good.  Grain  of  excellent  quali- 
ty only  is  desired  for  seed,  and  excellent  grain  is  so 
scarce,  and  the  demand  for  it  for  seed  so  great,  that 
to  use  the  French  phrase,  seed  corn  is  “ hors  de 
prix.” 

In  a word,  there  is,  possibly,  a sufficiency  of 
grain  in  France  for  her  own  consumption,  but,  “a 
sufficiency”  only  can  hardly  be  expected  to  pro- 
duce a diminution  of  price.  There  is  no  superflui- 
ty for  exportation,  and  indeed  exportation  to  any 
considerable  amount  would  not  in  the  present  tem- 
per of  the  public  mind  be  practicable. 

The  attention  of  the  police  is  in  an  especial 
manner  directed  to  the  detection  of  correspondence 
between  prince  Louis  Napoleon,  who  is  in  Eng- 
land, and  his  partisans  here,  but  nolhing  has  been 
discovered  recently.  A proof  that  the  exiled  fami- 
ly is  regarded  as  dangerous,  occurred  here  the 
other  day.  Mr.  (or  prince)  Lucien  Murat — an 
American  citizen  as  you  know — suddenly,  and 
without  notice,  presented  himself  to  your  ambas- 
sador, general  Cass,  who  asked  him  had  he  had  a 
passport?  “Yes,  to  Havre,  where  I landed.  I 
thence  came  to  Paris  without  the  formality  of  hav- 
ing it  vise  by  the  authorities.” 

General  Cass  aware  of  the  awkwardness  of  the 
transaction,  immediately  saw  marshal  Soult  on  the 
subject.  After  some  negotiation,  it  was  settle  that 
Mr.  Murat  proceed  to  Italy  on  his  private  affairs — 
which  was  indeed  his  object  in  coming  hither.  He 
reached  Florence,  but  received  a notification  that 
he  must  go  to  Lucca  where  his  relations  are,  with 
whom  his  business  lay,  and  there  he  i3.  His  bro- 
ther, Mr.  (or  prince)  Achille,  acted  with  more  pru- 
dence. Before  coming  to  Paris,  he  gave  notice  to 
general  Cass,  who  went  immediately  to  the  king, 
and  obtained  for  him  the  required  permission  to 
come  to,  and  reside  for  a time  in  Paris. 

Another  American  citizen — another  branch  of 
the  ex-imperial  family,  has  also  caused  some  sensa- 
tion here,  and  I am  bound  to  believe  some  jealousy 
of  the  French  government — I mean  Mr.  Patterson. 
He,  too,  is  indebted  to  your  minister  for  the  per- 
mission granted  him  to  proceed  to  his  father  in 
Italy,  and  where  he  now  is.  The  Austrian  govern- 
ment, which  is  not  very  far  from  its  dotage,  felt  so 
much  alarmed  about  him,  that  passports  to  go  from 
Switzerland  into  Italy  through  the  Austrian  states, 
were  refused  him.  Gen.  Cass  therefore  obtained 
from  the  French  government  passports  for  him  to 
proceed  to  Marseilles,  where  he  embarked. 

I have  little  to  say  on  the  subject  of  eastern  af- 
fairs, important  though  the  subject  be.  No  step 
has  been  taken  since  my  last  that  can  throw  light 
upon  it.  The  much  boasted  union  of  the  five 
powers  is  now  discredited,  and  with  reason.  The 
interests  of  France,  England  and  Russia  are  con- 
flicting. How  then  can  a perfect  coincidence  of 
opinion  or  system  be  reckoned  on,  or  unity  of  ac- 
tion be  expected.  Russia  looks  to  Turkey  as  her 
prey.  It  is  the  interest  of  England  and  of  France 
that  the  Ottoman  government  be  powerful,  but 
neither  of  them — France  in  particular,  wishes  to 
coerce  the  pasha  of  Egypt,  or  to  break  up  his  em- 
pire, for  such  in  fact  it  is.  Negociations  are  going 
on,  but  words  have  little  value  in  the  eyes  of  the 
very  wise  and  very  able  Mehemet  Ali.  He  is  said 
to  be  ill,  but  1 doubt  it.  His  indisposition  is  feign- 
ed in  order  to  evade  certain  propositions  made  him 
by  the  five  powers,  who  he  knows  must  disagree 
in  the  long  run,  his  game  is  therefore  procrastina- 
tion. 

The  French  and  British  fleets,  (about  ten  sail  of 
the  line  each),  are  still  at  the  mouth  of  the  Darda- 
nelles. The  Turkish  and  most  part  of  the  Egyp- 
tian fleets  are  in  the  harbor  of  Alexandria.  Altbe 
date  of  the  latest  accounts  from  thence,  (27th  ult.) 
the  crews  of  the  Turkish  fleet  were  beginning  to 
murmur  at  being  so  long  detained  from  their  fami- 
lies. The  appearance  of  a French  and  British 
naval  force  off  Alexandria  might  possibly  induce 


something  stronger  than  complaints,  but  although  i 
every  body  says  that  the  combined  fleet  must  have 
some  object,  it  is  not  certain  that  to  attack  Mehe- 
met Ali  is  the  motive  of  their  presence  at  Beshika 
bay.  The  situation  of  affairs  sets  speculation  at 
defiance,  and  in  fact  it  would  appear  that  the  crop3 
diplomatique  themselves  are  “at  sea”  upon  it. 

Five  o’clock,  P.  M.  16 Ih  October.  The  accounts 
from  the  departments  to-day  are  not  different  from 
those  received  during  the  w'eek.  The  harvest  is 
still  said  to  be  a “sufficient”  one.  None  contend 
that  there  will  be  a redundancy  at  the  end  of  the 
year.  A trifling  reduction  of  the  price  of  bread  in 
this  capital  took  place  yesterday,  (a  farthing  on  the 
4 pound  loaf).  This  has  given  satisfaction,  but 
will  it  be  followed  up  by  other  and  more  important 
diminutions  in  the  cost  of  that  necessary  article? — 
The  answer  ought  to  be  I fear  that  the  decrease  of 
price  so  much  desired  cannot  be  expected — soon  at 
least. 

Trade  is  not  better  except  in  fancy  articles, 
which  the  turn  of  the  season  bring  into  demand. 

I should  observe  that  a letter  from  Constantino- 
ple dated  23d  ult.  announces  that  the  harvest  has 
failed  generally  in  Turkey,  and  that  the  prices  of 
grain  in  the  markets  of  the  Black  Sea  are  hourly 
rising. 

A treaty  of  commerce  and  navigation  has  been  re- 
cently concluded  between  the  Oriental  state  of  Uru- 
guay and  France.  It  was  negotiated  at  Montevideo 
and  signed  by  the  French  consul  Don  Ramon  Maria 
Baradere,  and  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs,  Don 
Francisco  Lambi. 

The  celebrated  orientalist  of  Vienna,  M.  Ham- 
mer Von  Purgsfall,  is  stated  by  the  Carlesruhe  Ga- 
zette, to  have  discovered  the  true  origin  of  “The 
Arabian  Nights.”  The  author  of  these  tales  was 
a Persian  queen — not  Sheherazade — but  Hamai.  It 
was  once  the  opinion  of  Hammer,  who  has  devot- 
ed himself  to  oriental  researches  with  an  assiduity 
so  characterislic  of  German  philologists  and  litera- 
ti, that  these  fables  originally  came  from  India, 
that  they  were  afterwards  transplanted  to  Persia, 
and  finally  made  Arabian  by  a translation  into  that 
language,  some  time  before  the  reign  of  the  great 
caliph,  Haroun  al  Raschid. 

Cours  authenlique,  Paris,  Oct.  16.  Five  per  cents 
1 1 Of.  55c.;  four  per  cents  10 If.  40c.;  three  per  cents 
8 1 f.  60c.  55c.  60c.  55c.  60.;  bank  actions  2,810f.; 
rente  de  Naples  lOlf.  103f.  10c.  5c.;  Romans  103  1-2; 
Spanish  actives  32  1-8  1-4  3-8  1-4  1-8  J.-4;  Spanish 
differes  14  14  1-4;  Spanish  passives  8 3-4  1-2  3-8; 
Belgian  bank  760f.;  Portuguese  three  per  cent.  25 
1-2;  Haytien  loan  495B  497f.  50c.  498f.  75c.  500f. 
exchange  on  London,  one  month  money,  25f.  22^c.; 
three  months  money,  25f.  95c. 

Bourse,  Oct.  16,  half  past  3 o’clock,  P.  M.  last 
prices.  Five  per  cents  1 lOf.  60c.;  three  percents 
8 3-4f.  65c.;  rente  de  Naples  1031.  15c.;  Portuguese 
three  percents  25  1-8. 

GREECE. 

A letter  from  Athens,  of  the  29th  ult.  states  that  the 
proposals  of  Wright  & Co.  for  the  establishment  of  a 
bank  in  Greece,  have  been  rejected  by  the  govern- 
ment more  favorable  terms  having  been  offered  by 
some  Greek  merchants  in  Syia.  The  accounts  re- 
ceived of  the  state  of  Greece  are  very  deplorable. 
Speeulatio  i is  the  rule  of  the  administration  in  all  the 
public  offices,  and  the  king  who  has  no  more  notion 
of  the  duties  of  a representative  sovereign  than  he 
has  of  the  principles  of  the  Newtonian  philosophy, 
is  daily  in  the  habit  of  committing  some  outrage 
against  the  public  liberty  of  his  unfortunate  subject. 

SPAIN’. 

Madrid  papers  of  the  9th  inst.  announce  prepara- 
tions on  an  extensive  scale  tor  the  joyful  celebration  of 
the  birth  day  of' queen  Isabella  11,  on  the  following 
day.  The  cortes  were  in  high  glee,  the  senate  on  the 
19th  having  unanimously  adopted  the  vote  of  the  de- 
puties for  granting  the  fueros.  A change  in  the  cabi- 
net was  confidenty  expected,  unless  Espartero  suc- 
ceeded in  routing  on  the  first  onslaught,  the  troops 
of  Cabrera.  The  queen  regent  however  to  testify 
her  respect  for  M.  de  Castro,  the  president  of  the 
council  had  presented  him  with  a copy  of  one  of  Ra- 
phael’s pictures,  taken  by  herself  painting  being  one 
of  the  favorite  amusements  of  her  majesty. 

On  the  9th  inst.  Espartero’s  head  quarters  was 
at  Fuentesde  Ebro,  a small  town  in  Arrogan,  about 
4 leagues  from  Saragossa,  where  he  was  prevented 
from  marching  by  a violent  storm  of  thunder  and 
lightning,  accompanied  with  heavy  rain.  He  ex- 
pected, however,  to  set  out  early  on  the  following 
day  in  the  direction  of  Morelia,  where  Cabrera  was 
strongly  entrenched,  awaiting  his  approach.  Es- 
partero, on  entering  Arragon,  issued  a proclamation 
offering  pardon  to  all  who  surrendered  themselves. 
The  people  were  flocking  to  him  in  thousands,  throw- 
ing down  their  arms  and  imploring  his  protection, 


and  an  assurance  that  peace  would  be  restored  to 
their  country. 

HOLLAND  AND  BELGIUM. 

The  private  letters  received  from  Holland  state 
that  the  people  are  greatly  against  the  marriage  of 
the  king  with  a Roman  Catholic,  in  consequence  of 
which  he  cannot  obtain  from  them  those  heretofore 
voluntary  supplies  in  respect  to  finances,  conse- 
quently tie  is  obliged  to  raise  a lone  of  20  millions  of 
guiders. 

We  have  received  the  Hamburg  papers  of  the  15th 
of  October  by  the  mail,  which  brings  the  exchange 
on  London  133;  gold,  431^;  mealiques,  105J;  bank 
shares,  1,510. 

Butch  funds— Amsterdam,  Oct.  15.  Actual  debt 
2^-  per  cent.  52  1-4  52  3 4:  ditto  five  per  cents  100  3-4 
101;  Amort  Synd,  4 1-2  per  cents.  91  1-2  94  3-4;  do. 

3 1-2  per  cents  78  1-2  78  3-8;  commercial  company 

4 3-4  per  cents  173  1-4  173  1-2;  new  do.  4 1-2  per 

100  1-8  101;  new  do.  1838,  100  3-4  101;  loan, 

1837,  5 per  cents,  97  3-8  98  1 2 exchange  on  Lon- 
don, one  month,  12  12  1-2;  two  months  11. 

MEXICO. 

We  learn  from  captain  Briscoe,  of  the  bark  Ann 
Eliza,  arrived  yesterday,  that  the  French  brig  Naiade 
had  received  on  board  the  last  instalment  of  the 
$600,000  agreed  to  be  paid  to  France  by  the  Mexi- 
can government.  The  cor.ducta,  conveying  specie 
lo  the  above  amount,  to  Vera  Cruz  from  the  capital, 
not  having  arrived  the  day  previous,  which  was  that 
appointed  for  its  payment,  the  French  consul  called 
on  the  governor  of  Vera  Cruz,  and  threatened  to  pro- 
test the  following  day  in  case  payment  was  not 
made.  He  was  answered  that  there  would  be  no 
occasion  for  such  proceeding,  as  the  money  was 
ready  for  him.  The  commercial  houses  in  Vera 
Cruz,  subscribed  the  amount  immediately,  and  ient 
it  to  government,  until  the  conducta  should  arrive, 
which  was  then  on  the  load,  about  thirty  leagues 
distant,  from  Vera  Cruz,  and  the  money  was  paid  to 
the  French  consul,  on  the  very  day  it  became  due. 
No  news  from  the  capital.  The  republic  was  in  a 
state  of  tranquillity.  The  federalists  having  been 
completely  put  down,  the  central  government  was 
more  firmly  established  than  before.  The  congress, 
however,  were  proceeding  to  reform  the  constitu- 
tion, agreeably  to  the  expressed  wish  of  the  ex- 
president Santa  Ana.  [W.  Y.  Courier. 

TEXAS. 

By  the  arrival  at  N.  Orleans  of  the  steam  packet 
Columbia,  the  editors  of  the  Picayune  have  receiv- 
ed files  of  Houston  papers  to  the  21st  and  Galveston 
to  the  18th  ult.  We  copy  the  following,  condensed, 
from  the  Picayune. 

The  Houston  Telegraph  of  the  16th,  announces 
the  deaths  of  the  hon.  Henry  Humphreys,  chief  jus- 
tice of  that  city;  the  hon.  Robert  Barr,  postmaster 
general;  and  Dr.  A.  A.  Anderson,  late  of  Vicks- 
burg. The  Houston  Intelligencer  states  that  these 
deaths  were  from  yellow  fever.  This  disease  is  said 
to  be  both  at  Houston  and  Galveston. 

About  the  first  of  this  month,  a party  consisting 
of  thirteen  men,  one  woman  and  two  children, 
started  for  a settlement  about  ten  miles  below  the 
city  of  Austin,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a perma- 
nent location  on  the  San  Gabriel  river  about  60 
miles  above  Austin.  After  having  travelled  about 
twenty  miles  above  the  “new  city,”  the  party  was 
attacked  by  a body  of  Indians,  and  the  whole  13 
men  killed  on  the  spot.  The  woman  and  her  two 
children  were  not  found.  The  attack  was  made  in 
an  open  prairie.  It  appeals  that  the  Indians  sur- 
rounded and  charged  upon  the  party,  who  fought 
manfully  to  the  last.  The  names  of  the  individuals 
killed,  are  two  Reeses,  of  Brazoria,  John  Webster, 
John  Stillwell,  Wilson  Flesher,  of  Va.  Martin  Wat- 
son, of  Scotland,  Bazley,  Nicholas  Boyler,  Milton 
Hicks,  of  Ky.  William  Rice  ofVa.  Albert  Sillsbey, 
of  Ky.  James  Morthon,  of  Texas,  Leusher,  a mu- 
sician, and  a negro  man  the  property  of  Wilson. 

Business  at  Houston  is  almost  at  a stand  still. 

One  of  the  brigs  for  the  navy  has  arrived  at  Gal- 
veston; she  is  called  “The  Brazos,”  and  is  a most 
perfect  specimen  of  navil  architecture.  [She  was 
built  in  Baltimore.] 

Mortimer  Wigginton,  esq.  formerly  of  Kentucky, 
but  late  of  New  Orleans,  died  in  Brazoria  county, 
on  the  2d  inst. 

The  volunteers  which  lately  left  Galveston  did 
not  go  to  San  Antonio,  as  was  intended,  but  have 
joined  the  troops  under  command  of  col.  Neil,  the 
whole  force  amounting  to  about  450.  The  route 
of  march  will  be  up  the  Brazos,  to  the  mouth  of 
Noland’s  Fork,  and  down  to  the  West  Fork  of  the 
Trinity,  and  thence  across  the  Trinity  to  operate 
against  the  Cherokees,  or  other  hostile  Indians. 

C.  H.  Vanw'inkle,  of  Galveston,  died  on  Monday, 
the  15th  ult.  aged  25  years.  He  was  a native  of 
New  York. 
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NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 

Appointments  by  Ike  president.  John  Henry  Young 
to  be  clerk  to  the  commissioner  for  running  the 
boundary  line  between  the  United  Slates  and  the 
republic  of  Texas. 

Charles  Evans,  of  Florida,  to  be  marshal  of  the 
United  Stales  lor  the  district  of  West  Florida. 

The  president  of  the  United  States  has  officially 
recognized  Cyrus  Joy  as  consul  of  the  republic  of 
Texas  lor  the  port  of  Philadelphia. 

Heer  Leon  Herckenrath,  as  consul  of  the 

Netherlands  for  the  states  of  North  and  South  Caro- 
lina and  Georgia. 

It  is  rumored  that  count  de  Mornay  will  be  ap- 
pointed to  succeed  Mr.  Ponthois,  as  minister  to  the 
United  States.  This  diplomatist  is  a connection  ol 
marshal  Soult. 

It  is  also  said  that  Mr.  De  Salignv,  one  of  the 
secretaries  of  the  French  mission  in  this  country 
will  be  appointed  charge  d’affaires  in  Texas. 

[Globe. 

Among  the  passengers  in  the  Great  Western  is 
baron  Von  Roenne,  minister  from  Prussia  to  the 
United  States.  One.  of  the  duties  specially  entrust- 
ed to  him  is  mentioned  in  a late  English  paper, 
which  slates  that  Mr.  Wheaton,  the  American  mi- 
nister at  Berlin,  has  brought  to  a successful  termina- 
tion the  negotiations  which  have  been  so  long  pend- 
ing respecting  the  mediation  between  the  United 
States  and  the  republic  of  Mexico.  The  king  of 
Prussia  at  first  hesitated  to  accept  the  mediation 
tendered  to  him  by  the  two  translantic  republics, 
on  account  ol  the  extreme  complexity  and  delicacy 
of  the  question  in  dispute  (especially  as  growing 
out  of  the  civil  war  in  Texas);  but  some  of  these 
disputes  having  been  amicably  adjusted  between  the 
parties,  his  majesty  has  at  last  consented  to  name 
M.  Von  Roenne,  the  Prussian  minister  in  the 
United  States,  to  decide  as  arbiter  in  cases  of  any 
difference  of  opinion  which  might  arise  between 
the  members  of  the  mixed  commission  which  is  to 
examine  the  remaining  claims  of  the  two  govern- 
ments or  their  citizens  upon  each  other. 

[Balto.  American. 

Importation  of  cotton  to  Boston..  “One  hundred 
and  four  thousand  two  hundred  and  sixty-eight 
bales  of  cotton  were  imported  to  Boston  the  pre- 
sent year;  7,632,  bales  over  the  import  of  last 
year.” 

There  appears  to  be  no  end  to  emigration  and 
colonization  schemes  in  Great  Britain,  from  which 
we  may  infer  that  the  number  of  Englishmen  now 
seeking  homes  for  themselves  and  families,  far  from 
the  land  of  their  birth,  must  be  continually  aug- 
menting. Among  the  new  schemes  of  the  day,  we 
observe  there  is  a proposal  to  establish  a “British 
colony  in  one  of  the  western  states  of  the  United 
States  of  America,”  between  the  37th  and  43d  de- 
grees of  north  latitude.  Each  member  is  to  pur- 
chase a section  of  land  at  least,  and  to  take  posses- 
sion of  his  property  within  one  year  alter  the  pur- 
chase has  been  concluded  with  the  United  States, 
otherwise  it  will  be  confiscated  and  applied  to  the 
general  purposes  of  education  for  the  benefit  of  the 
colonists.  It  is  intended  that  this  British  colony 
shall  occupy  at  least  one  entire  county,  consisting 
of  751)  sections  of  one  square  mile  each;  but  the  as- 
sociation shall  be  considered  formed  provided  two 
hundred  members  agree  to  purchase  that  quantity. 
The  price  of  a section  of  land,  consisting  of  640 
acres,  ata  dollar  and  aquarterper  acre,  will  amount 
to  £ 173  6s.  8d.  sterling,  or  about  £ 130,000  sterling 
for  the  whole  county.  [ Montreal  Herald. 

Colored  emigrants.  The  ship  Matamoras  recently 
sailed  from  New  York  for  Trinidad,  with  about  200 
colored  emigrants  for  that  island.  They  were  un- 
der the  superintendence  of  the  agents  of  the  Trini- 
dad planters,  who  pay  their  passage  money  and  fur- 
nish supplies  for  the  voyage. 

Trouble  among  the  Cherolcees.  “By  a letter  re- 
ceived last  evening  from  Arkansas,”  says  the  Boon- 
ville  Emigrant  of  the  17th,  “we  learn  that  the  hos- 
tility existing  between  the  Ross  and  Ridge  parties, 
temporarily  suppressed,  has  again  broken  foith,  and 
several  individuals  have  been  killed.  The  letter 
bearing  date  Evansville,  September  23d,  states  that 
on  the  night  previous,  about  midnight,  the  Ridge 
party  crossed  the  Washington  county  line,  and  mur- 
dered Beng,  and  two  of  the  Ratliffs  of  the  Ross 
party.  Beng  was  sick  when  they  murdered  him. 
He  is  said  to  have  been  a great  man  with  his  peo- 
ple. The  murder  of  these  individuals  has  caused 
considerable  excitement.  The  Ridge  party  are 
flying  to  the  whiles  for  proteclion.  Where  it  will 
end  is  uncertain,  but  it  is  believed  that  vengeance 
will  be  the  order  of  the  day.” 

The  Ozark  Standard  of  the  14th  contains  advices 
from  his  Fayetteville  correspondent  up  to  Oct.  ID 
from  which  it  appears  that  the  commanding  officers’ 


at  Fort  Gibson  and  Fort  Wayne  have  issued  orders 
upon  the  keeper  of  the  military  stores  at  Fayette- 
ville, for  an  additional  supply  of  arms  and  ammu- 
nition, viz:  for  Fort  Gibson  132  muskets;  Fort 
Wayne  100  and  bayonets,  100  cartridge  boxes  and 
belts,  100  bayonet  scabbards  and  belts,  10,000  mus- 
ket cartridges,  10,000  rifle  cartridges, and  500  mus- 
ket flints.  As  the  Standard  observes,  “we  wish  to 
create  no  unnecessary  excitement,  but  give  the  in- 
formation as  we  received  it.  The  matter  may  be 
settled  without  any  serious  difficulty,  but  we  are 
compelled  to  say,  that  all  the  information  we  have 
received  favors  the  contrary  opinion.”  The  whole 
matter  looks  very  much  like  a “note  of  dreadful 
preparation.”  There  are  said  to  be  20,000  Indian 
warriors  upon  our  frontier. 

Importation  of  wheal. — Few  persons,  we  imagine 
are  aware  of  the  vast  quantity  of  wheat  which  was 
imported  into  the  United  States  in  1837.  It  ex- 
ceeded by'  far  all  the  importation  of  that  grain  since 
the  settlement  of  the  country.  The  following  tabu- 
lar statement,  which  we  find  in  a work  whose  accu- 
racy can  be  relied  upon,  shows  the  great  dispropor- 
tion between  the  receipts  of  wheat  in  several  years. 

Quantity  of  wheat  imported  into  the  United 
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September: 

Year. 

Bushels. 

Year. 

Bushels. 

1831 

620 

1835 

238,769 

1832 

1,168 

1836 

533,898 

1S33 

1,600 

1S37 

3,921,259 

1834 

1,225 

1838 

844,536 

The  exportation  of  wheat  for  the  same  years  was 

as  follows: 

Year. 

Bushels. 

Year. 

Bushels. 

1831 

408,810 

1835 

47,962 

1832 

88,304 

1836 

2,062 

1833 

32,221 

1837 

17,303 

1834 

36,948 

1S38 

6,291 

The  exportation  of  wheat  flour,  in  the  same  years 
was  as  follows: 

Year. 

Bushels. 

Year. 

Bushels. 

1831 

1,806,529 

1835 

779,396 

1832 

864,919 

1S36 

505,400 

1833 

955,768 

1837 

318,719 

1834 

835,352 

1838 

[ Baltimore 

448,161 

Chronicle. 

We  here  present  a statement  of  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury,  shewing  the  total  yearly  expense  of 
collecting  the  revenue  derived  from  imports,  from 
1823  to  1837: 


Years. 

Expense  of  collection. 

1S28 

889,327 

1829 

944,489 

1830 

1,006,059 

1831 

1,155,971 

1832 

1,287,553 

1833 

1,402,118 

1834 

1,358,951 

1835 

1,320,533 

1836 

1,414,528 

1837 

1,497,275 

The  total  revenue  from  imports  in  1828,  the  Iasi 
year  of  John  Q.  Adams’  term  was  $23,205,823 
Receipts  from  same  source  in  1835,  19,3.91,310 

Do.  do.  do.  1836,  17,523,151 

Do.  do.  do.  1837,  11,169,290 

Rail  roads  in  the  United  States.  It  has  been  prov- 
ed satisfactorily  we  think  by  those  who  have  inter- 
ested themselves  in  rail  roads  in  the  United  States, 
that  the  average  result  of  the  rail  roads  in  operation 
in  this  country  is,  that  they  give  a yearly  interest 
of  five  and  a half  per  cent,  on  the  capital  invested. 
Some  pay  a profit  often  per  cent. — others  an  inter- 
est upon  the  sums  invested  of  not  more  than  one  or 
two  per  cent,  while  others  pay  no  interest,  and  are 

rather  a burthen  upon  tho  etoekhoMere,  titan  a 

profit,  but  the  average  interest  is  what  we  have 
stated.  This  is  the  opinion  of  the  chevalier  de 
Gerstner,  in  his  comparison  of  the  tail  roads  of  Bel- 
gium with  those  of  the  United  States.  Another 
fact,  which  goes  to  show  riot  only  the  value  of  these 
roads,  but  their  bearing  upon  the  moral  and  politi- 
cal condition  of  the  country  is  this  that  there  are  now 
over  three  thousand  miles  of  rail  roads  completed  and 
in  operation  in  the  United  States;  425  locomotives, 
of  which  the  greatest  number  were  made  in  this 
country,  run  on  the  several  rail  roads,  and  it  is  be- 
lieved that  up  to  the  end  of  1839,  the  length  of  rail 
roads  in  the  United  States  may  amount  to  4,100 
miles.  The  capital  expended  on  the  rail  roads  now 
in  operation  is  about  sixty  millions  of  dollars,  or  at 
an  average  cost  of  twenty  thousand  dollars  per 
mile,  for  which  sum  the  rail  roads,  with  the  build- 
ings, have  been  constructed,  and  the  necessary  lo- 
comotives and  cars  bought.  Still  another  important 
fact,  stated  by  our  author  is  this,  which  is  well  au- 
thenticated, that  on  all  the  lines  of  rail  road,  there  is 
a yearly  increase  of  at  least  15  to  20  per  cent,  in  the 


gross  income,  so  that  even  those  lines  which  do  not 
pay  now,  will  give  in  a few  years  a handsome  divi- 
dend. According  to  these  statements,  based  on  the 
communications  collected  in  this  country,  Gerstner 
states  that  he  has  no  doubt  that  the  large  capi- 
tal invested  in  rail  roads  in  the  United  States,  will 
not  only  produce  ran  incalculable  benefit  to  the 
country,  but  also  pay  the  shareholders  a dividend, 
which  under  good  management,  by  the  constant 
progress  in  population  and  frade,  must  likewise 
from  year  to  year  increase.  [ Portland  Advertiser. 

The  public  lands.  In  giving  away  that  immense 
undivided  farm, (800  millions  ol  acres)  which  we,  the 
inhabitants  of  the  old  thirteen  states,  own  out  west, 
we  do  not  inquire  to  whom  we  give  it.  A little  to 
be  sure  may  be  given  to  a few  of  our  children  and 
grand  children  who  may  move  out  west,  but  the 
bulk  of  it  will  be  given  to  foreigners  just  landed — 
men  who  have  no  more  claim  on  our  charity  than 
Chinese,  Hindoos  or  Africans.  But  if  none  but  na- 
tive Americans  moved  out  west,  they  would  have 
no  right  to  the  whole,  they  would  only  be  entitled 
to  an  equitable  share. 

I go  further.  Ifonly  those  who  fought  at  Bunker 
Hill,  Saratoga  and  York  town,  and  their  descend- 
ants, went  out  west  they  would  not  be  entitled  to 
the  whole.  Olher  Americans  suffered  and  were 
deprived  of  property  and  life  besides  those  who 
marched  in  the  battle  field.  If  given  away  indis- 
criminately (o  the  first  few  who  go  out  to  settle  a 
new  state,  and  to  be  by  them  sold  for  their  advan- 
tage, not  only  would  it  be  robbing  all  the  inhabi 
tants  of  the  old  states  of  their  shares  but  a most  un 
equal  division  to  the  new  states.  Ohio  with  a po 
pulation  approaching  to  two  millions,  would  get 
less  than  three  millions  of  acres,  while  Missouri 
with  a population  less  than  three  hundred  thousand, 
would  get  near  twenty- five  millions  ofacres. 

One  other  view.  While  the  descendants  of  thou- 
sands of  Americans  who  fought,  and  bled  and  died 
in  our  cause,  would  not  go  west  to  get  an  acre,  the 
descendants  of  thousands  of  Englishmen  and  Hes- 
sians who  came  to  oppress  and  enslave  us,  would 
come  to  our  shores,  go  out  west,  and  inherit  this 
land  without  paying  a dollar. 

[Newark  Daily  Advertiser. 

Our  commercial  relations  with  Austria  and  Sar- 
dinia. An  advantageous  commercial  treaty  has 
lately  been  concluded  between  our  government  and 
that  of  Sardinia.  A correspondent  who  has  paid 
particular  attention  to  the  subject  furnishes  us  with 
the  following  statements  and  remarks  concerning  it: 

“The  return  of  Mr.  Niles,  from  Europe,  presents 
a proper  occasion  to  call  the  attention  of  our  readers 
to  the  services  which  this  gentleman  has  rendered 
the  country  and  the  government  abroad  within  the 
last  two  or  three  years.  Appointed  under  a special 
resolution  of  congress,  Mr.  Niles  was  sent  to  Vien- 
na to  promote  our  commercial  and  agricultural  in- 
terests in  the  Austrian  empire.  There  he  succeed- 
ed at  once  in  conciliating  for  himself  and  his  coun- 
try the  most  friendly  dispositions,  and  finally  over- 
came a most  formidable  obstacle  to  that  extended 
and  varied  commerce  which  that  country  and  the 
United  States  are,  respectively,  in  a situation  to 
carry  on  with  each  other — we  mean  the  quaran- 
tine regulations  which  imposed  a tax,  in  the  shape 
of  delay,  on  the  products  of  our  country  which 
even  the  largest  commercial  profits  could  hardly 
withstand.  The  consequence  of  the  rigid  quaran- 
tine delays  at  Trieste  on  arrivals  from  the  United 
States — never  less  from  any,  and  the  most  healthy 
parts  of  the  country,  than  twelve  days,  and  some- 
times amounting  to  thirty-six  days,  had  been  to  give 
a direction  to  our  exports  ot  cotton,  tobacco,  &c. 
for  the  consumption  of  that  empire  through  the  va- 
rious ports  of  northern  Europe,  the  vessels  of  which 
were  not  subjected  to  quarantine.  Our  commerce 
with  Austriafor  the  future  must  flow  in  its  direct 
natural  channels.  Mr.  Niles  has  also  succeeded  in 
very  considerably  augmenting  the  consumption  of 
American  tobacco  by  the  Austrian  reggie. 

“From  Vienna,  Mr.  Niles  was  sent  to  Sardinia, 
the  most  important  commercial  country  in  the  south 
of  Europe.  Here  also  he  succeeded  in  removing 
the  quarantine  regulations  which  interposed  the 
same  embarrassments  to  a direct  trade  with  us 
which  existed  at  Trieste,  and  had  given  the  same 
circuitous  route  to  all  our  exports  to  the  Italian 
peninsula,  all  of  which  necessarily  arrived  there 
ourdened  with  the  accumulated  expenses  of  double 
freight,  profits,  insurance,  &c.  kc.  and  thus  tend- 
ing to  diminish  consumption  by  unnecessarily  high 
prices.  This  is  not  all.  A treaty  of  commerce 
lias  been  concluded  between  Sardinia  and  our  coun- 
try which  has  done  away  with  a system  of  retalia- 
tory discriminating  tonnage  duties,  port  charges, 
kc.  which  of  itself  was  calculated  to  prevent  all 
trade  between  two  countries  eminently  fitted  to 
carry  on  a large  and  reciprocally  beneficial  com- 
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merce.  The  treaty  with  Sardinia  has  some  pecu- 
liarities which  promise  great  arid  lasting  advanta- 
ges to  our  cotton  growing  and  tobacco  planting  in- 
terests of  the  south  and  west,  as  well  as  to  the 
navigating  and  commercial  enterprise  of  the  north. 
An  article  has  been  introduced  into  the  treaty 
which  insures  to  our  tobacco  and  all  other  products 
from  the  United  States,  a free  transit  through  the 
states  of  his  Sardinian  majesty,  to  Parma,  Lombar 
dy,  and  Switzerland,  embracing  a population  of 
many  millions,  with  whom  we  can  hereafter  carry 
on  a large  commerce  through  this  hitherto  obstruct- 
ed though  natural  channel.  The  article  of  the 
treaty  to  which  we  allude  is  in  the  following  words 
and  will  be  found  well  worthy  the  careful  attention 
of  our  merchants  and  the  growers  of  our  great 
staples,  cotton  and  tobacco. 

“All  articles  of  commerce,  the  growth  or  manu- 
facture of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  the 
produce  of  their  fisheries,  with  the  exception  of 
salt,  gun  powder  and  tobacco,  manufactured  for 
use,  shall  be  permitted  to  pass  in  transit  from  the 
free  port  of  Genoa  through  the  territories  of  his 
Sardinian  majesty,  to  any  point  of  the  inland  fron- 
tier of  the  said  territories:  and,  vice  versa,  all  arti- 
cles of  commerce  coming  from  any  one  point  of 
the  Sardinian  inland  frontier  destined  for  the  United 
States,  shail  be  permitted  to  pass  the  territories  of 
his  Sardinian  majesty  to  the  free  port  of  Genoa,  with- 
out being  liable  to  the  payment  of  any  duty  what- 
ever, levied  in  the  name  or  to  the  profit  of  the  go- 
vernment, the  local  authorities,  or  of  any  private 
establishment  whatever,  other  than  such  as  are  re- 
quired to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  necessary  pre- 
cautionary measures  against  smuggling,  which  pre- 
cautionary measures,  to  be  observed  in  regard  to 
transit  to  the  frontier,  shall  be  the  same,  whether 
the  said  articles  of  commerce  are  imported  by  the 
vessels  of  the  one  or  of  the  other  of  the  high  contract- 
ing parties.  But  if  peculiar  circumstances  or  con- 
siderations should  render  the  re-establishment  of 
transit  duties  necessary  on  the  said  articles  of  com- 
merce, directed  to  any  one  point  of  the  Sardinian 
frontiers,  the  Sardinian  government,  in  reserving 
to  itself  the  full  right  to  establish  such  duty,  en- 
gages to  notify  to  the  government  of  the  United 
States  such  determination  six  months  before  any 
such  transit  duty  shall  be  exacted.  It  is  also  un- 
derstood that  all  articles  of  commerce  imported 
directly  from  the  United  States  of  America,  shall 
be  taken  and  considered  as  the  products  of  the  said 
states,  and  shall  be  entitled  equally  and  in  like  man- 
ner, with  the  exceptions  above  mentioned  in  the 
present  article,  to  a free  transit  through  the  territo- 
ries of  his  Sardinian  majesty.” 

“We  have  here  palpable  proofs  of  the  talented 
and  successful  exertions  of  the  negotiator  in  carry- 
ing out  the  measure  which  the  present  administra- 
tion are  pursuing  in  foreign  countries,  for  the  ad- 
vancement and  security  of  those  very  commercial 
interests  which  many  of  our  thoughtless  partisan 
merchants  are  every  day  asserting,  through  the  op- 
position presses,  that  it  is  the  declared  intention  of 
the  government  to  prostrate  and  destroy.  We  are 
gratified  to  have  sutfh  convincing  proofs  before  us 
to  refute  these  reckless  charges,  and  to  know  that 
the  government  is  intently  engaged  in  promoting 
the]true  interests  of  the  merchants  wherever  it  can.” 
[ AT.  Y.  Evening  Post. 

NAVAL. 

Naval  anecdote.  At  the  launch  of  the  sloop  of 
war  Dale,  at  Philadelphia,  the  ship  was  christened 
by  commander  J.  M.  Dale,  the  son  of  the  late  com- 
modore, and  a Philadelphia  paper  relates  the  fol- 
lowing incident  in  connexion  with  that  event: 

“Commander  Dale  wore  a sword  on  the  occasion, 
the  history  of  which  we  are  informed  is  not  a little 
remarkable.  This  sword,  which  is  a splendid 
weapon  having  a hilt  of  pure  gold,  and  a blade 
beautifully  adorned  with  emblematical  devices,  was 
given  by  Louis  16th  of  France  to  Paul  Jones,  as  a 
token  of  esteem  and  admiration  for  his  conduct  in 
the  desperate  fight  between  the  Bond  Homme 
Richard  and  the  Serapis,  in  1731,  a conflict  unsur- 
passed in  the  annals  of  naval  warfare.  This  honor 
was  the  more  flattering,  as  the  French  monarch 
had  never  bestowed  a sword  upon  any  other  officer. 
Commodore  Dale  was  the  first  lieutenant  of  the 
Richard  in  the  action  with  the  Serapis,  and  as  Paul 
Jones  attributed  much  of  his  success  to  that  offi- 
cer’s gallantry  and  coolness,  he  finally  presented 
the  sword  to  him,  from  whom  it  descended  to  the 
gentleman  who  wore  it  yesterday. 

STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

The  delegates  from  New  Hampshire  to  the  Harris- 
burg national  convention,  are: 

Delegates.  Substitutes. 

James  Wilson,  Robert  Lane, 

Geo.  W.  Nesmith,  Joseph  Low, 

Joseph  Cilley,  Mark  W.  Pierce, 


Joel  Eastman,  Allan  Hackett, 

Solomon  McNeil,  Isaac  Spalding, 

Godfrey  Stevens,  Henry  S.  Tudor, 

Joseph  Bell.  A.  G.  Britton. 

By  a vote  of  the  state  convention,  by  which  they 
were  appointed,  the  delegates  and  substitutes  in  each 
district  have  authority  to  fill  any  Vacancy  which  may 
occur  in  their  respective  districts. 

RHODE  Island. 

The  following  is  the  official  canvass  of  the  votes 
given  for  members  of  congress  at  the  late  election  in 


lode  Island: 

Whole  number  of  votes,  7,669 

Necessary  for  a choice,  3,835 

Robert  B.  Cranston,  has  3,912 

Benjamin  B.  Tbruston,  has  3,595 

Joseph  L.  Tillinghast,  has  4,050 

Thomas  W.  Dorr,  has  3,660 

Scattering,  54 


The  report  of  the  bank  commissioners,  under  the 
resolution  of  the  general  assembly,  showing  the  condi- 
tion of  40  banks  in  Rhode  Island,  was  referred  to  a 
committee,  and  also  a resolution  offered  by  Mr.  E.  R. 
Potter,  making  such  banks  as  refused  to  pay  specie  for 
their  bills  liable  to  the  payment  of  12  per  cent,  interest 
upon  them  so  long  as  speck  is  refused — the  cashier  to 
enter  the  time  of  demand  upon  the  bills,  and  the  refu- 
sal of  payment  for  60  days  to  work  a forfeiture  of  the 
charter. 

On  Saturday  the  committee  on  the  causes  of  the 
suspension  reported.  The  substance  of  their  report  is 
thus  given  by  the  Providence  Courier. 

.The  general  language  of  the  report  attributes  the 
causes  for  suspension  to  the  vast  increase  of  trade 
throughout  the  world — the  diminution  of  the  precious 
metals — and  the  consequent  inflation  of  exchange.  It 
considers  the  resumption  of  1836  premature,  brought 
about  by  the  importation  of  specie  from  Europe  for  sel- 
fish purposes,  which,  by  various  causes,  has  been  again 
drawn  back. 

The  report  also  speaks  of  the  continuation  of  specie 
payments  in  New  York  as  merely  nominal — as  sus- 
tained by  all  the  government  specie  funds;  of  political 
movements  having  deranged  the  currency;  and  of  the 
want  of  a sufficient  tariff!  for  the  protection  of  our 
manufactures.  It  speaks  of  the  general  pecuniary 
distress,  &c. 

And  finally,  the  committee  presented  a bill  for  the 
consideration  of  the  house,  recommending  the  re-en- 
actment of  the  first  section  of.  the  suspension  law  of 
1827,  to  be  in  force  till  the  first  of  February,  1840. 
The  bill  also  provided  that  during  the  suspension,  the 
banks  should  receive  their  own  bills  on  deposite,  at  the 
following  rates,  viz:  In  sums  not  exceeding  $100,  at  6 
per  cent,  per  annum;  in  sums  over  $100,  not  exceeding 
81,000,  at  5 per  cent,  per  annum;  and  in  sums  over 
$1,000,  at  3 per  cent,  per  annum.  Corporations  to 
have  the  benefit  of  the  latter  provision  only.  The  bill 
also  provides  that  no  damages  shall  be  assessed  by  the 
banks  on  drafts,  &c.  which  have  been  accepted,  for 
; non-payment. 

An  amendment,  making  the  presidents  and  direc- 
tors of  the  banks,  personally  liable  for  the  payment  of 
the  bills  on  deposite,  was  adopted.  Also  an  amend- 
ment requiring  each  bank  to  receive  its  own  bills  in 
payment.  With  these  amendments  the  bill  passed — 
43  to  25. 

NEW  YORK. 

New  York  election.  The  election  took  place  on 
Monday,  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  last.  We  have 
received  returns  from  the  city  of  New  York,  and  from 
a few  of  the  neighboring  counties,  which  so  far  as  re- 
ceived show  the  following  result. 

The  majority  for  Tompkins , administration  candidate 
for  senator,  is  1,841.  Total  number  of  votes  taken — 
38,273,  being  1,420  less  than  was  taken  in  1838. 

The  thirteen  administration  candidates  for  assembly 
are  elected.  Majorities  not  yet  ascertained. 

Kins  county.  Johnson  (whig)  503;  Hegeman  (adm.) 
502 — both  elected. 

Richmond  county.  The  administration  carried  their 
senator  it  is  supposed  by  40  to  50  majority,  and  the  as- 
sembly by  20  to  30. 

Westchester.  Two  administration  elected,  as  hereto- 
fore. The  administration  so  far  have  17  to  1 whig  as- 
semblymen. 

The  duties  accruing  on  importations  which  have 
been  made  at  the  port  of  New  York,  for  the  second 
quarter  of  the  present  year,  are  nearly  twice  the  amount 
of  the  duties  for  the  same  period  last  year.  We  have 
obtained  the  following  statement  at  the  custom 
house: 

Amount  of  duties  paid  in  the  district  of  New  York 

during  the  second  quarter  of  the  present  year, 

$3,688,885  44 

Second  quarter,  1838,  2,184,090  30 


Increase,  $1,504,795  14 

Imports  for  the  same  district,  second  quarter  of  the 

present  year,  $22,748,183  00 

Exports,  same  period,  10,321,859  00 


Imports  over  exports,  $12,426,324  00 

The  cause  of  this  increase,  we  take  it,  is  twofold — 
the  actual  augmentation  of  imports,  and  the  stricter 
and  juster  system  of  collecting  introduced  by  the  pre- 
sent collector.  [N.  Y.  Evening  Post. 

The  Buffalo  Commercial  Advertiser,  announces, 
under  its  marine  head,  the  arrival  at  that  port  of  the 
ship  Milwaukie,  captain  Dickson,  from  St.  Josephs, 


with  nine  thousand  bushels  wheat,  and  eight  hundred  bar- 
rels flour. 

This  is  but  a foretaste  of  the  riches  of  the  bountiful 
and  boundless  west.  That  vast  granary  is  just  begin-8 
ning  to  unfold  itself.  That  fertile  soil  has  but  just 
yielded  itself  to  the  harrow  and  the  cradle.  Heretofore 
Ohio  has  been  required  to  furnish  Michigan  with  bread 
stuffs.  Now,  Michigan  is  not  only  supplied  from  her 
own  broad  wheat  fields,  but  is  sending  a vast  surplus 
to  our  metropolis! 

The  New  York  Gazette,  of  Tuesday,  says:  We 
were  informed  yesterday  by  a gentleman  from  Ro- 
Chester,  on  whose  word  we  can  place  confidence,  that 
the  receipts  of  wheat  in  that  place  were  very  great,  and 
a considerable  reduction  had  taken  place  in  prices- 
The  arrivals  on  Friday  last  were  to  the  large  amount 
of  1,000  wagon  loads — upwards  of  30,000  bushels— ■ 
for  which  75  cents  per  bushel  could  not  be  obtained. 

The  New  York  Evening  Post  holds  the  following 
language  with  reference  to  the  relations  of  the  banks 
of  that  state  to  the  laws  of  the  commonwealth.  Whe- 
ther any  legislative  intervention  will  take  place,  we  can- 
not say;  but  it  now  seems  pretty  evident  that  something 
must  break — the  laws,  the  banks  or  the  merchants. 

A clamor  has  been  raised  by  one  or  two  of  the  pa- 
pers, on  the  ground  that  the  chancellor  has  declared  he 
could  not  refuse  an  injunction  against  the  banks  if  they 
suspend  payment;  and  we  baye  had  a deal  of  eloquent 
declamation  against  the  despotism  of  the  court  of 
chancery.  The  despotism  that  these  bankruptcy  ad- 
vocates complain  of,  is  one  from  which  they  may  find 
it  hard  to  escape.  It  is  the  despotism  of  the  people. 
It  is  the  law  that  shuts  the  doors  of  insolvent  corpora- 
tions, and  not  the  chancellor. 

The  act  of  April  2d,  1829,  commonly  called  the  safe- 
ty fund  act , is  explicit  and  absolute  on  two  points. — 
First,  that  the  bank  commissioners  shall,  in  case  of  a 
suspension  of  specie  payments,  apply  to  the  chancellor 
for  an  injunction  to  arrest  their  proceedings;  and  se- 
cond, that  the  chancellor  shall  grant  the  injunction. 

There  is  no  discretion  in  the  matter.  These  func- 
tionaries are,  in  this  question,  merely  ministerial  agents, 
and  they  cannot  refrain  from  acting  without  the  clearest 
contempt  of  their  duty  and  their  official  oaths. 

The  advocates  of  insolvency  must  bear  in  mind  too, 
another  instantaneous  effect  of  a suspension  of  pay- 
ment. The  banks  would  be  overwhelmed  by  suits. 
In  1837  it  was  unpopular,  nay,  even  odious,  to  prose- 
cute them;  now,  we  should  be  glad  to  see  the  profes- 
sional man  who  would  hesitate  to  put  these  notes  in 
suit. 

In  actions  against  these  corporations,  too,  brought  as 
they  may  be,  on  a score  or  a hundred  of  small  notes, 
the  costs  would  be  frightful.  This  alone  would  be  a 
very  formidable  difficulty  in  the  way  of  the  proposed 
measure. 

Far  be  it  from  us  to  create,  or  to  seek  to  create,  any 
feeling  against  the  banks  on  account  of  the  course  they 
are  pursuing;  we  believe  them  perfectly  sound,  and  we 
respect  the  integrity  and  firmness  that  they  have  thus 
far  shown. 

Our  remarks  are  to  those  so  blind  to  the  signs  of  the 
times  as  to  suppose  that  a suspension  would  be  followed 
by  relief  to  the  commercial  classes.  It  is  the  merest 
madness  to  entertain  the  idea  for  a moment.  The 
merchants  may  receive  now  little  help  from  the  hanks 
— in  case  of  a suspension,  they  will  have  none  at  all. 
If  the  discount  line  is  now  curtailed,  then  it  will  be  re- 
duced to  nothing.  Between  injunctions  on  the  one 
hand,  and  innumerable  suits  on  the  other— an  incensed 
people  on  the  other — these  insolvent  institutions  would 
be  powerless,  alike  for  good  or  for  evil.  The  truth  it  ia 
always  best  to  know;  and  the  truth  may  be  said  m two 
lines:  The  banks  suspend  at  the  peril  of  their  existence. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

By  the  charter  of  the  Pennsylvania  bank  of  theU. 
States,  that  corporation  bound  itself  to  give  to  the  state 
at  various  intervals  during  the  next  20  years  the  sum  of 
$4,500,000;  to  subscribe  $675,000  to  the  stock  of  vari- 
ous internal  improvement  companies;  to  purchase  state 
stock  payable  in  1868,  to  the  amount  of  $6,000,000, 
giving  par  if  the  stock  bore  4 per  cent,  interest  and  10 
per  cent,  premium,  if  it  bore  5 per  cent,  and  lastly  to 
advance  to  the  state  as  a temporary  loan  $1,000,000  at 
4 per  cent,  interest,  reimbursable  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
state. 

A meeting  has  been  held  in  York,  Pennsylvania,  at 
which  resolutions  were  passed  asking  the  governor  to 
convene  the  legislature  at  an  early  day,  and  recom- 
mending to  the  legislature  the  creation  of  a state  debt 
of  two  millions  of  dollars,  bearing  an  interest  of  two 
per  cent,  per  annum;  and  the  banks  of  the  common- 
wealth be  permitted  to  issue  notes  of  the  denomination 
of  one,  two  and  three  dollars,  to  the  amount  of  said 
loan  taken  by  them. 

It  is  stated  in  a number  of  the  Pennsylvania  papers, 
that  Mr.  Fritz,  who  was  appointed  by  governor  Porter 
a collector  of  tolls,  has  been  removed.  He  is  found  al- 
ready to  be  a defaulter  to  the  state  to  the  amount  of 
$33,000.  , , . , 

Yesterday  was  the  usual  day  for  declaring  dividends 
by  most  of  the  banks  in  the  city,  but  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  Manufacturers’  and  Mechanics’,  they  ail 
declined  to  declare  any,  in  conformity  with  the  law  of 
the  state  upon  the  subject.  [Philad.  North  Amer. 

A writer  in  the  Harrisburg  Telegraph,  on  the  subject 
of  withholding  dividends,  some  days  since  made  the 
following  remarks:  . . 

“There  was  once  a bitter  enemy  of  a certain  bank, 
who,  to  vent  his  spite  against  it,  destroyed  every  one  of 
its  notes  that  he  got  into  his  hands.  This  was  a very 
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wise  man  in  liis  own  conceit;  and  he  is  only  equalled 
by  the  able  financiers  who  now  preside  over  certain 
portions  of  the  press,  and  recommend,  among  other 
things,  as  a punishment  for  the  banks,  that  they  shall 
make  no  dividends* 

The  commonwealth  would  profit  by  this  course  just 
tis  the  wise  man  above  mentioned,  while  the  banks 
would  be  very  glad  to  adopt  it,  and  that  precisely  in 
proportion  as  they  least  deserved  the  privilege.  The 
annual  loss  to  the  state  treasury,  by  dividends  and  tax- 
es on  dividends,  would  amount  to  $300,000;  and  this 
for  several  years,  until  a resumption  can  be  effected 
and  maintained. 

Widows,  old  men,  and  orphans,  who  have  their  all 
in  banks,  would  be  ruined.  The  funds  of  colleges  and 
academies  would  be  unproductive.  The  supplies  of 
common  schools  may  be  diminished,  or  cut  off;  anti  the 
system  must  go  down,  or  taxes  be  doubled.” 

MARYLAND. 

The  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail  road. — Mr.  McLane. — 
The  triends  of  our  great  enterprise,  both  here  and  in 
tile  West,  will  be  agreeably  surprised  to  learn  that,  not- 
withstanding the  peculiar  condition  of  the  London  mo- 
ney market,  Mr.  McLane  has  succeeded  in  making 
such  a negociation  with  Messrs.  Baring  as  will  put  the 
company  in  the  possession  of  sufficient  means  to  carry 
on  their  great  work  with  vigor,  and  without,  we  trust, 
further  interruption.  We  do  not  understand  that  Mr. 
McLane  has  sold  the  bonds  of  the  state,  but  that  he  has 
made  such  a disposition  of  them  as  will  place  the  com- 
pany in  funds,  and  leave  the  bonds  to  await,  for  their 
sale,  a more  favorable  condition  of  affairs.  The  result 
is  what  might  have  been  expected  from  his  well-known 
ability  and  high  character,  both  in  England  and  here, 
and  vindicates  the  sagacity  of  those  through  whose  in- 
strumentality he  was  chosen  to  undertake  the  nego- 
ciation. 

We  trust  that,  ere  long,  we  shall  have  brilliant  things 
to  record  of  the  onward  progress  of  the  greatest  work 
of  internal  improvement  in  the  world.  [Balt.  Chron. 

GEORGIA. 

Conviction  for  murder. — The  Georgia  Journal  *ays — 
‘‘The  trial  of  Henry  Jones,  who,  it  will  be  recollected, 
was  demanded  by  the  governor  of  this  state  from  South 
Carolina,  and  who  was  supposed  to  be  engaged  in  the 
murder  of  the  Jew  pedlar  named  Elais  Isacks,  who  was 
found  murdered  and  concealed  in  a hollow  log  near 
Clinton  last  November,  came  on  at  Jones  superior 
court  last  week,  and  after  an  investigation  of  three  days 
was  found  guilty,  but  recommended  to  the  mercy 
of  the  court.  The  evidence  being  entirely  circumstan- 
tial, he  was  sentenced  to  imprisonment  in  the  state  pe- 
nitentiary for  and  during  the  term  of  his  natural  life.” 

ALABAMA. 

The  Huntsville  Advocate  of  the  24th  ultimo  says: 
“The  branch  bank  in  this  place,  undismayed  by  the 
suspension  elsewhere,  redeems  every  dollar  of  its  notes 
presented  at  its  counter  for  redemption.  To  use  the 
New  York  phrase,  the  bank  is  ‘impregnable,’  having 
more  specie  in  its  vaults  than  notes  in  circulation.  It 
cannot  b c forced  to  suspend,  nor  have  the  directors,  as 
we  learn,  any  thought  of  doing  so.’’ 

It  is  added,  however,  that  considerable  quantities  of 
specie  have  been  drawn  from  the  vaults  of  the  Hunts- 
ville bank,  “by  frightened  bill  holders,  and  persons 
who  wish  to  sell  the  specie,’’  and  that  specie  circulates, 
in  that  quarter,  “only  as  a merchantable  commodity.’’ 
If  that  be  the  case,  we  shall  be  surprised  to  hear,  a 
month  hence,  that  the  Huntsville  bank  has  continued 
“impregnable’’  in  its  specie  payments. 

The  committee  of  the  citizens  of  Mobile,  to  accept 
contribuiions  in  aid  of  the  sufferers,  on  the  25th  ultimo, 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  $13,5S3  68,  besides  some 
flour  and  bacon.  With  the  exception  of  $20,  all  this 
came  from  the  extreme  south.  Among  the  contributors 
we  notice  the  officers,  seamen  and  marines  of  the 
frigate  Macedonian,  and  sloops-of-war  Erie,  Levant 
and  Vandalia,  at  Pensacola.  They  gave  $578  25. 

Mobile  banks.  The  banks  in  Mobile  still  continued 
to  pay  specie  for  their  obligations  at  the  last  date.  The 
Chronicle  of  the  26th  ult.  says— “The  stock  banks  of 
this  city  still  continue  paying  specie,  but  their  circula- 
tion is  so  limited,  as  to  occasion  no  pressure  upon  them. 
The  condition  of  all  are  so  perfectly  healthy,  and  pub- 
lic confidence  in  them  so  strong,  that  they  would  be 
sustained  by  public  opinion  in  suspending  and  extend- 
ing their  discount  lines — as  near  as  we  can  learn,  the 
branch  bank  has  $800,000  in  specie  with  a circulation 
of  a million.  The  two  stock  banks,  Mobile  bank  and 
Planters’  and  Merchants’,  have  each  about  $250,000 
specie,  with  a mere  nominal  circulation.’’ 

Health  of  Mobile.  The  Mobile  Chronicle  of  the  26;h 
ult.  says  in  regard  to  the  health  of  the  city,  “although 
comparatively  amending,  we  are  in  a worse  condition 
than  we  anticipated  to  be  at  the  close  of  the  month  of' 
October.  Several  cases  have  occurred  the  past  week  of 
the  worst  complexion  of  the  epidemic,  amongst  those 
too,  who  have  passed  through  the  horrorsof  the  summer. 
Our  distant  friends  will  perceive  the  necessity  of  still  de- 
laying their  return.  We  are  apparently  as  far  from  frost 
as  ever.  The  interments  since  our  report  of  the  17th, 
have  been,  to  include  the  24th — 21,  making  in  all  in  the 
month  of  October,  to  include  the  same  91. 

TENNESSEE. 

Governor  Polk’s  message  to  the  legislature  of  Ten- 
nessee, was  read  before  the  two  houses  on  the  22d  of 
last  month.  The  message  treats  largely  upon  the 
financial  difficulties  of  the  state,  the  beginning  of  which 
was  in  1837;  and  that  they  are  ascribed  to  the  fact 
that,  the  abundant  crop  of  the  preceding  year  bearing 
high  prices,  the  "planters  made  their  calculations  upon 


these  prices,  purchased  property  and  contracted  liabili- 
ties upon  tlie  credits  of  their  crops,  made  improve- 
ments and  enlarged  their  expenses;’’ — merchants  also 
bought  at  these  prices,  when  the  value  of  the  article  sud- 
denly fell  in  Europe,  causing  a great  revulsion  which 
affected  all  interests  in  the  commonwealth.  The  sus- 
pension of  the  banks  is  alluded  to,  and  it  is  strenuously 
urged  upon  these  institutions  that  the  conditions  of 
their  charters  and  the  interests  of  the  community  re- 
quire a speedy  resumption  of  specie  payments.  In  re- 
ference to  the  suspension  of  the  Union  and  Planters’ 
banks,  it  is  suggested  that  the  occasion  may  be  a fit 
one  to  impose  upon  those  institutions  such  additional 
restrictions  as  the  public  safety  may  require,  and  as  ex- 
perience may  have  shown  to  be  necessary  and  proper, 
as  the  conditions  of  the  continuance  of  their  corporate 
privileges. 

The  message  takes  the  ground  that  it  is  an  error  to 
attribute  the  revulsion  of  1837  to  the  action  of  the  fe- 
deral government.  The  cause  is  alledged  to' lie  in  the 
overaction  of  business  in  all  branches  of  trade,  and  in 
excessive  credits  and  bank  issues,  which  had  stimu- 
lated to  wild  and  disastrous  speculation;  and  particular 
importance  is  attributed  to  the  fact  that  the  importations 
into  the  United  States  during  the  year  1836  amount- 
ed to  sixty  millions  of  dollars  above  the  value  of  the 
exported  produce  ot  the  country.  The  large  purchase 
of  public  lands,  mostly  wild  and  unproductive,  are 
mentioned  in  the  same  connection.  The  only  substan- 
tial and  permanent  relief  for  the  evil  complained  of  “is 
to  be  found,”  says  gov.  Polk,  “in  habits  of  economy 
and  industry,  and  in  the  productive  labor  of  our  peo- 
ple. We  have  purchased  at  the  eastern  cities,  and 
brought  into  the  state  a greater  amount  of  merchan- 
dise than  we  have  exported  produce  to  pay  for,  and 
the  consequence  is  that  an  unliquidated  eastern  debt 
hangs  over  us.  The  exports  of  every  country  consti- 
tute the  basis  upon  which  bills  of  exchange  are  drawn 
to  pay  for  its  imports.  Exchanges  will  always  be  at  high 
rates  and  difficult  to  obtain  when  we  have  no  produce 
or  other  fund  upon  which  to  draw.’’ 

It  is  mentioned  that  the  bonds  of  the  state  to  the 
amount  of  two  and  a half  millions  of  dollars,  created  by 
act  of  the  legislature,  were  issued  and  delivered  to  the 
president  and  directors  of  the  Bank  of  Tennessee,  in 
conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the  act.  The  bank 
sold  and  disposed  of  one  million  of  the  bonds,  but  re- 
tained and  still  holds  the  remaining  million  and  a half 
unsold.  The  message  suggets  that  if  the  million  and 
a half,  now  on  hand  be  disposed  of,  the  bank  would 
be  enabled,  by  the  increase  of  her  available  metallic 
capital,  safely  to  aff  ord  such  additional  facilities  as  would 
be  required  to  relieve  the  immediate  pressure,  until  the 
proceeds  of  sales  of  the  present  crop  may  yield  more 
solid  and  durable  relief. 

The  measure  of  restricting  the  issues  of  bank  notes 
to  denominations  above  five  dollars  is  recommended, 
and  it  is  believed  by  the  governor  that  if  the  general  as- 
sembly shall  think  proper  to  impose  any  additional  limi- 
tations upon  banking  corporations,  none  will  be  found 
to  be  more  important  than  this. 

The  subject  of  internal  improvements  is  dwelt  upon, 
and  the  assembly  is  reminded  of  the  obligation  which 
the  state  is  under  of  her  meeting  her  subscriptions  to  au- 
thorised works  now  in  progress  to  the  amount  of  half 
tlie  capital  of  each  company  incorporated  for  such  pur- 
poses— provided  the  sum  to  be  subscribed  shall  not  ex- 
ceed four  millions  of  dollars.  The  institution  of  a board 
of  public  works  is  recommended. 

The  state  debt  is  only  $1,763,666  2-3 — including  the 
internal  improvement  bonds  hitherto  issued,  it  amounts 
to  $2,666,166  2-3. 

The  amount  of  the  “common  school  fund’’  is  not  sta- 
ted. It  is  in  Tennessee  a “perpetual fund,"  the  princi- 
pal of  which,  the  constitution  declares  shall  never  be 
diminished  by  legislative  appropriation. 

The  message  informs  the  assembly  of  the  necessity 
of  prescribing  by  law  during  its  present  session  some 
mode  of  choosing  elector-  to  vote  for  president  and  vice 
president  of  the  United  States  at  the  next  election— 
the  former  acton  that  subject  having  been  of  tempora- 
ry bearing. 

The  lunatic  assylum  of  the  state  is  commended  to  the 
attention  of  the  assembly.  [Ball.  American. 

KENTUCKY. 

Governor  Wickliffe,  of  Kentucky,  immediately  upon 
being  informed  that  the  Kentucky  banks  had  resolved 
upon  a suspension  of  specie  payments,  requested  each 
of  the  presidents  of  the  banks  to  furnish  him  with  a 
statement  of  their  condilion.  He  received  their  report, 
and  in  a communication  to  the  Frankfort  Common- 
wealth, says:  “It  is  with  great  satisfaction  that  I am 
able  to  say  from  an  examination  of  these  reports,  that 
the  country  has  no  cause  to  apprehend  any  loss  from 
either  of  the  banks.  Their  ability  to  meet  their  liabili- 
ties to  the  community  is  abundantly  manifest  by  the 
means  on  hand  and  at  their  command.  No  doubt  can 
be  entertained  of  the  capacity  of  the  banks  of  Kentucky, 
and  the  disposition  of  their  directory,  to  resume  the 
payment  of  specie  whenever  the  commerce  and  curren- 
cy of  the  country  shall  resume  their  wonted  channels, 
and  the  heavy  demands  for  specie  for  exportation  shall 
abate.’’ 

MISSISSIPPI. 

A fire  in  Natchez  burnt  the  residence  ot  the  honora- 
ble Robert  J.  Walker,  candidate  for  the  United  States 
senate — and  a fire  in  Vicksburg  has  bui  nt  the  residence 
of  his  opponent,  the  honorable  Sergeant  S.  Prentiss.— 
Neither  has  the  advantage  of  the  other,  therefore,  in 
this  particular.  [HashviUe  Banner. 


LOUISIANA. 

Sugar  crop.—  The  Attakapas  Gazette  of  the  12th 
says:  We  understand  that  some  of  the  sugar  planters  of 
St.  Mary’s  will  commence  rolling  their  crops  this  day, 
the  cane  being  now  sweeter  than  it  has  been  for  many 
years  past,  even  at  a more  advanced  period  of  the  sea- 
son. By  the  first  of  November,  we  presume  every  su- 
gar plantation  in  this  part  of  the  state  will  be  in  full  ope- 
ration. Should  the  weather  continue  favorable  the 
crops  will  be  abundant,  and  the  sugar  of  a quality  equal 
if  not  superior  to  any  hitherto  made  in  Attakapas. 

OHIO. 

The  Dayton  Journal  of  late  date  says:  “As  far  as  we 
have  heard,  the  list  of  suspending  banks  in  this  state 
comprise — the  Cincinnatti  banks,  with  the  exception  of 
the  Commercial,  the  Hamilton,  Dayton,  Xenia,  Urba- 
na,  and  the  two  Wooster  banks.  Those  at  Columbus, 
Zanesville,  Putnam  and  Cleveland,  were  paying  at  the 
last  accounts.” 

The  Cleveland  Herald  states  that  the  receipts  of  wheat 
at  that  port,  from  the  1st  to  the  29th  October,  were 
356,746  bushels.  Sales  were  making  at  95  a 88  cents 
per  bushel. 

At  Massillon  and  Roscoe,  in  the  state  ofOliio,  wheat 
has  been  selling  at  50  cents  per  bushel. 

Two  women  tried  for  murder. — The  trial  of  Mrs. 
Knowles  and  Mrs.  Simmons,  for  the  murder  of  their 
husbands  in  Wood  county,  Ohio,  has  just  terminated. 
The  former  escaped,  but  the  proof  against  the  latter 
was  too  conclusive,  and  she  has  been  sent  to  the  state 
lunatic  asylum — being  insane  at  the  time  the  offence 
was  committed.  [ Buffalo  Com.  Ado. 

ILLINOIS. 

The  news  of  thesuspension  eastward,  reached  Spring- 
field,  (Illinois),  on  the  20Ji  ultimo.  On  the  same  morn- 
ing, the  directors  of  the  State  Bank  of  Illinois,  held  a 
meeting,  and  resolved  to  suspend  specie  payments. 
Expresses  were  also  sent  off  to  the  different  branches 
of  the  bank  throughout  the  state,  instructing  them  to 
adopt  the  same  measure.  The  St.  Louis  Bulletin  of 
the  24th  says,  a demand  for  a considerable  sum  in 
specie  was  made  on  the  Springfield  bank  on  the  morn- 
ing after  suspension  was  resolved  on,  but  that  the  di- 
rectors “respectfully  declined  the  favor.”  The  Shaw- 
neefown  bank  of  Illinois,  has  also  suspended. 

The  governor  of  Illinois  has  appointed  the  25th  of 
this  month  as  the  day  on  which  all  special  elections  to 
fill  vacancies  in  the  legislature  are  to  be  held. 

MISSOURI. 

Boundary  troubles.  Considerable  difficulty  appears 
to  have  arisen  in  relation  to  the  disputed  boundary  line 
between  Missouri  and  Iowa.  It  appears  from  the 
Burlington  (Missouri)  Gazette,  that  the  sheriff  of  Clark 
county,  in  that  state,  had  attempted  to  collect  the  taxes 
on  the  lands  in  dispute,  and  having  been  unsuccessful, 
he  threatened  to  return  with  a force  sufficient  to  compel 
payment.  The  settlers,  inconsequence  of  these  threats, 
called  a public  meeting,  and  determined  to  make  an 
armed  assistance. 

The  St.  Louis  papers  of  the  28th  u1l  contain  various 
accounts  of  the  progress  of  the  war  between  Missouri 
and  Iowa  in  reference  to  the  border  difficulties  between 
the  two  “principalities.’’  The  Paris  (Mo.)  Sentinel  of 
the  19th  ult.  says:  “We  had  hoped  for  a peaceful  and 
amicable  adjustment  of  this  difficulty,  but  it  now  ap- 
pears that  the  storm  thickens  and  the  elements  are  be- 
ginning to  wear  a more  gloomy  aspect.  If  the  worst 
is  yet  to  come,  we  are  preparetl  to  say  that  every  Mis- 
sourian will  do  his  duty. 

War!  war!!  Since  writing  the  above,  a special 
messenger  has  passed  through  this  place,  bearing  infor- 
mation to  the  governor  of  this  state,  that  an  armed 
force  from  Iowa,  had  seized  upon  and  forcibly  attempt- 
ed to  imprison  the  sheriff  of  Clark  county,  who  was  as 
usual  engaged  in  the  legal  discharge  of  his  official 
duties. 

The  citizens  of  Clark,  have  called  upon  gen.  Wil- 
lock,  of  the  14th  division,  Missouri  militia,  for  aid,  and 
the  despatch  who  passed  through  this  morning  on  his 
way  to  the  capital,  is  direct  from  gen-  Willock  to  the 
governor  for  orders. 

We  are  sorry  that  it  has  come  to  this,  but  Missouri 
will  and  must  stand  by  her  rights. 

The  Iowa  Gazette  under  the  head  of  “postscript”  gives 
the  following: 

“A  communication  was  received  last  evening  by  the 
governor,  from  Van  Buren  county,  stating  that  on 
Monday  last,  the  sheriff  of  Clark"  county,  Mo.  with 
some  two  or  three  others,  made  his  appearance  on  the 
disputed  ground  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  the  taxes; 
ana  on  the  refusal  of  the  citizens  to  pay,  departed,  giv- 
ing notice  that  he  would  return  on  next  Monday,  with 
a force  sufficient  to  compel  payment.  It  is  further  added, 
that  a rendezvous  of  the  military  was  to  have  taken 
place  at  Waterloo  some  time  during  the  present  week, 
and  that  on  next  Monday  the  ground  in  dispute  will  be 
invaded  bv  an  armed  force.  We  await  further  intelli- 
gence with  no  little  anxiety.’’ 

Whig  state  convention  The  St.  Louis  Republican 
of  the  26ih  ult.  says — “Several  of  the  delegates  from 
the  whig  convention  returned  to  the  city  yesterday. 
We  learn  that  the  convention  assembled  nt  Jefferson 
on  Monday,  there  being  present  one  hundred  and 
twelve  delegates,  being  nearly  every  county  in  the  state 
represented.  Considering  the  time  and  the  occasion, 
this  is  the  largest  assemblage  ever  held,  and  combined 
as  great  an  amount  of  the  bone  and  sinew,  the  really  re- 
spectable portion  of  the  population  as  any  meeting  ever 
held  in  the  state.  The  convention  numbered  several 
more  than  the  office  holder’s  convention  held  the  week 
preceding.  It  was  organised  by  calling  Dr.  Curd,  of 


168 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— NOV.  9,  1839— STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 


Callaway,  to  the  chair,  Stephen  T.  Dunklin,  of  Wash- 
ington, and  Mr.  Mellon,  of  Marion,  vice  presidents. 
John  B.  Coalter,  of  St.  Charles,  and  two  others,  the 
names  our  informant  does  not  recollect,  acted  as  se- 
cretaries. The  convention  closed  its  labors  on  Tuesday 
evening. 

“Every  thing  went  forward  with  the  utmost  harmo- 
ny, and  but  one  spirit  and  one  feeling  appeared  to  ani- 
mate the  crowd.  Every  one  determined  to  make  one 
vigorous  and  concerted  effort  for  the  regeneration  of 
the  state,  and  to  die  in  the  last  ditch  before  giving  up  the 
principles  for  which  they  contend.  From  all  the  repre- 
sentations made,  we  have  no  doubt  but  a thorough  and 
efficient  organization  of  all  the  whigs  will  now  be  made 
throughout  the  state,  and  that  they  will  present  such  a 
front  as  has  never  before  been  witnessed  in  this  state. 

“The  official  proceedings  will  in  due  time  appear;  at 
the  hour  of  writing  this  they  have  not  arrived  in  the 
city.  The  following  are  the  nominations  of  the  next 
August  election,  they  will  be  hailed  with  pleasure  and 
supported  with  entire  unanimity  by  all  the  friends  of 
reform  throughout  the  state,  and  that  they  will  be 
elected,  we  entertain  no  doubt,  if  all  will  now  but  do 
their  duty. 

For  governor. 

John  R.  Clark,  of  Howard. 

For  lieutenant  governor. 

Joseph  Bogy,  of  St.  Genevieve. 

For  congress. 

Thornton  Grimsley,  of  St.  Louis. 

Woodson  J.  Moss,  of  Clay. 

For  electors  of  president  and  vice  president. 

Samuel  C.  Owens,  of  Jackson. 

Philip  Cole,  of  Washington. 

Joseph  C.  Brown,  of  St.  Louis. 

Stephen  Clever,  of  Ralls. 

For  delegates  to  the  whig  national  convention. 

Uriel  Wright,  of  Marion - 

Wi.  N.  Campbell,  of  St.  Charles. 

Logan  FIunton,  of  Louis. 

W«i.  H.  Russel,  of  Callaway.” 

MICHIGAN. 

The  Detroit  banks  have  suspended,  and  their  exam- 
ple will  probably  be  followed  by  all  the  others  through- 
out the  stale.  In  a notice  published,  signed  by  H.  K. 
Sauger,  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Michigan,  and  John 
B.  Welles,  cashier  of  the  Farmers’  and  Mechanics' 
bank,  in  behalf  of  their  respective  boards  of  direction, 
it  is  said — 

“The  ordinary  business  of  these  banks  will  be  con- 
ducted as  usual  without  interruption;  and  their  notes 
will  be  received  by  each  other  for  all  purposes:  No  dis- 
tinction will  be  made  between  the  notes  of  the  branch 
and  home  offices. 

“It  is  not  designed  that  this  measure  shall  affect,  un- 
favorably, the  rates  of  exchange  for  bills  upon  the  At- 
lantic cities;  on  the  contrary,  the  banks  will  endeavor 
to  afford  reasonable  facilities  for  converting  the  cur- 
rency, and  to  promote,  by  all  the  means  in  their  power, 
the  purchase  and  shipment  of  the  surplus  produce  of  the 
country. 

WISCONSIN. 

Progress  of  emigration. — We  have  been  shown  a 
letter  addressed  to  gov.  Dodge,  says  the  Winconsin  Free 
Press,  from  a merchant  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  to  whose 
care  have  been  consigned  200  families,  consisting  of 
1,000  persons,  and  who  proposes  placing  them  in  this 
territory,  provided  they  can  be  suitably  accommodated. 
They  left  their  homes,  in  Russia,  on  account  of  certain 
religious  dissentions.  [ N.Y.Star . 

It  is  stated  in  the  Peoria  Register  that  200  Russian 
families,  flying  from  religious  persecution  at  home,  are 
about  settling  in  the  territory  of  Wisconsin. 

The  Prussian  emigrants  at  Buffalo. — These  emi- 
grants continue  toexcite  attention;  and  their  prolonged 
stav  in  our  city  has  led  some  to  think  that  they  would 
remain  during  the  winter,  and  become  a lax  upon  us. 
No  fears  of  that  kind  need  be  entertained.  The  party 
now  here  are  from  Prussian  Silesia,  and  number  about 
700.  In  a few  days  they  expect  to  be  joined  by  300 
more,  next  spring  by  1,200,  and  during  the  next  sum- 
mer by  perhaps  1,000  or  2,000  of  their  countryman, 
making  in  all  not  less  than  3,000.  They  are  Protest- 
ants of  the  Lutheran  church.  A new  organization  of 
the  religious  establishment  in  Prussia  having  been  af- 
fected °he  king  ordered  all  his  subjects  to  join  it,  threa- 
tening’certain  penalties  for  non-conformity.  Imprison- 
ment? confiscation  of  property  and  prosecution  in  va- 
rious forms,  were  the  consequences  to  the  recusants. 
Finding  they  could  no  longer  retain  their  homes  in 
coinfor?,  numbers  of  the  old  school,  among  whom  are 
those  now  here,  petitioned  his  majesty,  for  permission 
to  quit  the  country.  After  more  than  a year  of  fruit- 
less exertion,  they  were  at  last  allowed  to  depart;  and 
with  lighter  hearts  than  they  had  experienced  for  many 
years  'before,  they  left  their  land  forever,  knowing 
that,  afar  off,  there  was  another  land  in  which  they 
could  worship  God  according  to  the  dictates  of  their  own 


We  learn  that  Mr.  W.  A.  Thompson,  hardware 
merchant  of  this  city,  who  acts  as  their  agent,  has  been 
put  in  possession  of  a sum  of  money  sufficient  to  place 
them  on  their  lands  in  Wisconsin,  and  feed  them  for 
eight  months,  if  necessary,  independent  of  the  original 

PUThe  g^eatei^part  of  them  will  leave  this  week  for 
Milwaukie.  We  congratulate  Wisconsin  on  the  pro- 
spect of  this  valuable  addition  to  its  population,  and 
to  our  city  it  is  a matter  of  no  small  moment  to  have 
the  west  field  up  with  such  hardy,  industrious  settlers 
1 [ Buffalo  Com.  Adv. 


IOWA 

The  following  account  of  the  vigorous  growth  of  the 
youngest  territory  of  the  union,  and  its  flattering  pros- 
pects as  regards  the  future,  is  copied  from  the  paper 
published  at  Burlington  (Iowa)  by  the  original  title  of 
“the  Hawkeye,”  under  date  of  October  17; 

“ Our  territory.  All  who  feel  interested  in  the  pros- 
perity of  this  infant  territory,  cannot  be  otherwise  than 
gratified  to  see  the  great  number  of  emigrants  who  are 
rushing  into  it  from  all  quarters.  Every  steamboat  that 
stems  the  great  father  of  waters  to  this  and  the  points 
above  us  comes  laden  with  this  kind  of  produce  from 
other  countries,  and  from  other  states.  They  are  pour- 
ing in  upon  us,  by  the  way  of  northern  and  eastern  Il- 
linois, in  such  numbers  that  the  shore  opposite  this 
place  almost  continually  presents  the  appearance  of  a 
large  army  with  its  prancing  steeds  and  heavy  baggage 
wagons,  notwithstanding  the  steam  ferry-boat  is  con- 
tinually thinning  its  ranks.  We  are  informed  by  tra- 
vellers that  the  leading  roads  from  Ohio  and  Indiana 
are  crowded  with  emigrants,  all  bound  for  Iowa.  Had 
we  no  other  than  selfish  feelings,  we  should  bid  them 
welcome,  for  their  coming  will  add  not  only  to  the  nu- 
merical strength,  but  to  the  wealth  of  the  territory.  But 
we  welcome  them  on  another  account.  We  sincerely 
believe  that  their  condition,  and  the  condition  of  their 
families,  will  be  bettered.  There  is  land  enough  and 
to  spare. 

“The  whole’territory  is  now  full  of  strangers.  Our 
city  has  become  a perfect  Gotham,  as  emigrants  from 
every  state,  and,  in  fact,  from  every  civilized  country 
on  the  globe,  are  flocking  in  clouds  to  our  place.” 
FLORIDA. 

The  following  letter  to  the  editor  was  not  written 
with  the  least  idea  of  its  publication,  or  with  the 
knowledge  that  he,  to  whom  it  was  addressed,  was 
editor  of  the  Register — But  as  it  furnishes  later  in- 
telligence from  the  immediate  point  where  war  or 
peace  was  to  be  decided  upon,  and  contains  a faith- 
ful and  practical  illustration  of  the  Florida  war, 
so  far  as  it  goes,  we  offer  that  alone  as  our  apology 
for  inserting  it;  having  omitted  several  paragraphs, 
however. 

Fori  Louderdale,  October  5,  1839. 
Chitte  Tuskenuggee,some  time  back,  said  to  us, 
“I  am  now  sitting  by  the  great  waters  pread  before 
us,  and  in»its  presence  I say  1 shall  stand  by  my 
word  at  Fort  King,  if  all  my  people  abandon  me  to 
myself.”  “I  shall  never  again  raise  my  hand 
against  the  white  man,”  said  Sam  Jones,  “for  I am 
old  now,  and  what  can  an  old  man  like  me  do.” — 
Yet  the  other  day,  when  two  soldiers  and  the  inter- 
preter visited  their  camp,  Sam  Jones’  son,  Sponge, 
and  Chitte’s  younger  brother,  Ochee  Hadjo,  were 
the  first  who  tired  upon  them.  I will  detail  to  you 
a few  of  the  circumstances  connected  with  this  rup- 
ture of  the  last  hope  of  peace. 

On  the  7th  of  Sept.  col.  Harney  delivered  his  last 
talk  to  the  Indians  here,  demanding  life  for  life! — 
They  required  four  days  to  consider  upon  if.  At  the 
end  of  tour  days,  Chitte  Tuskenuggee  and  Plyhe- 
lattah  came  in  and  delivered  their  reply.  “Sain 
Jones  would  have  come  with  them  but  he  was 
drunk.  They  required  thirty-three  sticks  [days] 
to  collect  all  the  Indians  around  our  post,  at  which 
period  Wild  Cat  would  also  be  here,  and  all  the 
peaceable  Indians,  and  they  would  then  all  concert 
measures  against  the  hostiles.” 

Col.  Harney  and  capt.  Mayo  having  departed,  we 
all  awaited  here  patiently  the  end  of  the  thirty-three 
days.  Meanwhile  the  Indians  continued  to  visit  us 
daily — saying  that  they  had  a great  camp  up  the 
liver,  where  their  numbers  were  constantly  increas- 
ing. Ori  tiie  26th  lieut.  Davis,  of  the  navy,  erected 
a flag-staff  on  the  beach.  During  the  evening,  af- 
ter dusk,  Chitte  and  two  or  three  warriors  came 
down  in  their  canoes  to  visit  us.  We  sat  at  the 
foot  of  the  flag-statf,  and  there  chatted  and  enjoyed 
the  evening  breeze  and  the  sight  of  the  surrounding 
surf.  Chitte  said  “they  all  intended,  to-morrow 
night,  to  have  a balldancc  up  at  their  camp — but 
on  the  next  night  alter,  there  would  be  a still  great- 
er one.  “Sam  Jones,”  said  he,  “hadjgone  over  to 
see  after  the  hostile  Indians,  and  was  expected  back 
shortly.”  He  was  going  to  remain  in  camp  with 
us  during  the  night,  and  wished  to  give  us  a slight 
dance  in  our  own  camp.  Accordingly  he,  with  his 
half  dozen  warriors,  gave  us  a dance,  during  which, 
much  to  his  astonishment,  a rocket  was  sent  up  into 
the  dark  sky.  They  continued  their  dance  as  if 
nothing  was  occurring;  Chitte  himself,  however, 
stepped  out  and  stood  regarding  it  akimbo.  Ano- 
ther rocket  was  then  sent  up,  and  then  a blue  light, 
afterwards  a brass  four  pounder  discharged,  and  as 
it  grew  late  I retired  to  bed,  and  shortly  after  our 
camp  was  all  quiet.  After  midnight  we  were  awak- 
ened by  a war  whoop,  but  the  excited  youth  was 
quickly  secured  by  his  Indian  comrades,  who  tied 
his  hands  behind  him  and  hushed  him  up.  When  a 
warrior  gives  the  war  whoop,  he  is  considered  as 
delivered  over  to  the  furies  and  is  about  to  commit 
any  freak  of  hostile  feeling.  Next  day  they  repeated 
their  invitations  to  all  the  officers  to  visit  their  camp. 
During  the  day  I told  the  interpreter  to  hold  him- 


self in  readiness  to  canbe  me  itp  to  the  grand  ball- 
dance,  of  course,  if  permitted.  During  the  day 
Chitte  appeared  to  be  in  fine  spirits,  laughing  and 
talking.  In  the  evening,  at  dusk,  George,  the  in- 
terpreter, and  two  soldiers  were  sent  up  with  a gal- 
lon of  whiskey,  and  to  say  that  the  officers  would  not 
come  that  evening.  It  was  left  optional  with  them 
to  go  or  not,  but  no  one  entertained  suspicions  of 
their  intentions.  Ten— eleven- — twelve  o’clock 

came,  and  neither  returned  to  camp,  although  they 
had  been  ordered  to  be  back  early.  Meanwhile  I 
supposed  they  had  become  intoxicated,  or  had  been 
persuaded  to  remain  till  morning,  or  that  time  flew 
taster  than  they  were  aware  of  in  their  enjoyments, 
and  therefore  I went  to  bed.  At  four,  lieutenant 
Tompkins  became  extremely  uneasy — lieutenant 
Davis  proffered  his  boat,  and  at  five  they  both  went 
up  the  river.  Approaching  the  spot  of  the  Indian 
camp,  they  could  perceive  no  indication  of  a fire 
or  of  human  presence.  “Here,”  “come  here,” 
“here  I am,”  moaned  a voice  from  the  dark  shaded 
bank.  On  rowing  thither,  the  soldier  Hopkins  was 
discovered  in  the  water,  where  he  had  concealed 
himself.  “I  am  wounded,”  said  he,  “and  they 
have  killed  George  and  Boyce.”  The  boat  hastened 
back  to  camp.  Hopkins  estimated  their  number  at 
300  warriors;  (much  too  high  probably.)  He  lin- 
gered six  hours  and  then  died.  The  ball  had  pass- 
ed from  the  pit  of  his  stomach  through  the  abdo- 
men, and  lodged  at  his  left  hip,  about  an  inch  deep, 
whence  it  was  extracted.  On  the  28th,  the  day  of 
his  death,  we  followed  him,  arrived  at  his  grave, 
and  listened  to  the  funeral  service  from  the  ser- 
geant— and  the  “dust  to  dust,”  and  at  the  end  of 
the  third  farewell,  discharged — the  flag,  which  had 
hung  at  half  mast,  again  ascended  to  the  peak. 

At  breakfast,  an  expedition  up  the  narrow  river 
to  recover  the  bodies  lost  was  suggested — but  lieu- 
tenant Tompkins  considered  it  as  yet,  imprudent. 
Lieutenant  Sloane  volunteered  to  go  with  three 
marines;  lieutenant  Davis  replied,  il  any  one  went, 
he  was  the  one  to  go.  When  not  lamenting  the 
fate  of  a dying  soldier,  or  paying  the  last  tribute  to 
his  remains,  we  were  all  day  speculating  upon  the 
tragedy  of  the  past  evening  Hopkins  had  par- 
tially led  us  to  believe  that  the  most  friendly  war- 
riors were  massacred.  I ascended  the  flag  staff 
and  saw  a crow  careering  in  the  sky  above  the 
scene.  Possibly  Chitte  was  deluded  by  his  own 
people  and  they  had  killed  him.  Possibly  he  had 
been  awed  into  passiveness.  Possibly  he  was  one 
of  the  actors.  No  previous  incident  could  be  re- 
called to  assure  us  of  any  treachery  on  his  part; 
he  had  partaken  so  liberally  of  the  white  man's  fa- 
vors, or  bribery,  if  they  would  so  construe  it. — 
Husiil  was  that  a dislant  halloo?  It  must  have 
been  an  owl  or  some  bird.  “I  heard  that  cry  again;” 
said  another  voice  shortly  after.  But  nothing  cer- 
tain could  be  detected,  and  our  commander  thought 
it  lar  more  discreet  to  keep  the  men  concentrated 
in  camp.  During  the  night  of  the  28th  we  were  all 
on  the  alert,  slept  as  beiore  the  peace,  with  our 
arms  at  our  side,  and  ears  open.  On  the  29th  the 
question  was  repeated.  “Did’nt  you  hear  a distant 
cry?”  It  could  not  be  again  detected.  If  there 
had  been  a halloo,  “it  might  have  come  from  some 
refugee  friendly  Indian,”  thought  Davis — but  still 
all  was  uncertain.  At  9 o’clock  a soldier  remark- 
ed, “what  a large  alligator  is  that  yonder?”  “Let 
one  have  the  glass  to  see  it,”  said  a corporal. — 
“It  looks  like  a man.”  And  an  alligator  too,  near 
it — “the  soldier’s  dead  bouy,”  called  out  another. — 
A boat  was  sent  out  lor  it.  “Boyce’s  body  is  float- 
ing down  the  river”  went  from  month  to  mouth,  and 
lieut.  Davis  hastened  to  recover  it.  A cry  came 
instantly  after,  from  the  other  side  the  thick  man- 
grove swamp,  and  the  naked  eye  could  discern  in 
relief,  from  its  variegated  thickets,  the  form  of  a 
black  man.  “George  is  alive!”  I hastened  into 
another  boat,  and,  wilh  the  sergeant  and  lieutenant 
Sloan,  crossed  over  immediately  and  took  him  in. 
He  was  without  a wound,  but  exhausted  with  ex- 
cessive fatigue  and  long  peril,  and  I listened  with 
wrapped  attention  to  his  details,  which  we  got  in 
more  connected  form  on  bringing  him  back  to  camp. 
Boyce’s  body  was  taken  up  and  found  without  a 
wound.  He  was  drowned  either  by  fatigue,  by  the 
grass,  or  by  fright — his  head  and  neck  swollen  with 
blood,  and  bluish  purple  in  color.  At  12  o'clock 
we  followed  his  body  to  its  grave  with  the  funeral 
march,  and,  standing  armed,  listened  again  to  the 
“I  am  the  resurrection  and  the  life.”  A II  our  feel- 
ings assumed  the  seriousness  of  tragedy;  and  the 
liability  of  an  attack,  or  of  a treacherous  murder, 
was  considered  as  again  more  imminent  to  each 
life.  No  one  felt  as  if  he  might  not  be  clandestinely 
scalped. 

Ori  Ihe30th,  all  hands  were  employed  il.  contract- 
ing the  opened  piquets,  so  as  to  form  a perfect  rec- 
tangular enclosure  with  a block  house  at  three  of 
its  angles — the  three  guns  were  placed  in  order  to 
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sweep  the  most  assailable  points,  anil  all  were  left 
in  a state  of  precaution  and  alertness.  George  said 
that  he  had  no  suspicion  of  any  treachery  when  he 
went  up  in  thecanoe  with  the  twosoldiers.  lie  land- 
ed just  below  the  old  piquet,  shook  hands  with  some 
of  the  Indians,  and  asked  “w  here  is  Tuskenuggee?” 
“Go  up  yonder  to  that  fire.”  As  he  passed  by  the 
picquet  he  saw  it  filled  with  Indians  stark  naked, 
whispeiing  and  chatting,  all  armed,  and  no  women, 
and  as  he  was  about  to  enter  it,  one  of  them  pushed 
him  back;  saying,  “Tuskenuggee  is  up  yonder,” 
ointing  to  a fire.  “Have  you  brought  the  whis- 
ey?”  said  one  Indian.  “Yes,”  said  George.  “We 
don’t  want  it  now,  we  can  do  without  it,”  cried 
Tuskenuggee.  “Have  the  officers  come?”  said  ano- 
ther. “Yes,”  replied  another  voice.  “Yes.” — 
“Now  for  it,”  cried  another  Indian,  and  as 
George  turned  his  eyes  back  with  his  heart  giv- 
ing way,  he  saw  Sam  Jones’s  son  Sponge,  and 
Chitte  Tuskenuggee’s  brother,  Ochee  Hadjo,  each 
with  his  rifle  aimed.  He  caught  Hopkins’  trows- 
ers,  and,  hastily  saying,  “follow,”  plunged  sideways 
into  the  river.  Hopkins  thought  that  both  George 
and  Boyce  were  shot,  and  throwing  away  his  pail 
of  whiskey  as  also  his  knife,  so  that  it  might  not  be 
used  to  scalp  him,  plunged  into  the  river,  after  receiv- 
ing a mortal  wound.  Boyce  was  drowned,  and  how 
soon  alter  we  know  not.  A general  fire  took  place 
at  the  instant  that  they  plunged  in.  Hopkins  and 
George  both  represent  t lie  whole  woods  as  light- 
ed up  and  rolling  with  a semi-circular  fire. — 
They  continued  it  afterwards  at  random  into  the 
river,  so  as  to  assure  their  deaths.  George,  like  an 
old  Indian,  swam  up  the  river,  instead  of  down,  and 
reaching  a projecting  branch  on  its  margin,  a short 
way  above,  waited  hour  after  hour  with  his  nose 
only  above  the  water.  The  Indian  canoes  were 
paddling  in  every  direction.  He  heard  Sam  Jones’ 
voice  crying  out  * * * * He  heard  Tuske- 

nuggee say  “that  canoe  of  their’s,  its  just  what  I 
wanted.”  “I  told  you,”  said  Tyger,  “that  you 
ought  to  have  put  men  on  the  other  side  of  the 
river,  then  we  would  have  had  them.”  “Why 
didn’t  you  all  wait,”  said  Tuskenuggee,  “ ’till  we 
got  them  clear  up  into  the  camp,  we  might  then 
have  sliced  them  up  to  our  taste.”  For  two  hours 
one  or  two  canoes  were  employed  in  ferrying  them 
oyer  now  to  the  south  bank,  some  ascended  the 
river,  and  many,  he  could  not  tell  how  many, 
strolled  away  from  the  piquet  to  the  north  and  north 
east.  George  still  was  atraid  to  move.  Presently 
Chitte  came  along,  with  Tiger  and  one  or  two 
squaws,  who  had  remained  on  the  field  with  them 
till  the  rest  were  gone.  The  squaws  were  chatting 
and  laughing,  George  trembled  for  his  fate,  the  ca- 
noe approached  him,  he  felt  its  ripple — its  paddle 
passed  an  inch  or  two  from  his  nose.  One  of  the 
laughing  squaws  remarked  as  she  was  passing,  “1 
think  that  interpreter  is  dead — for  he  fell  sideways 
into  the  river  as  if  he  was  wounded;”  and  appear- 
ed to  be  delighted  at  his  fate — “he  was  so  swongo” 
(proud)  said  she. 

Tigor  and  Tuskenuggee  only  went  up  ashortdis- 
tanee  to  the  other  side  and  made  a small  fire.  When 
Davis  and  Tompkins  went  for  Hopkins,  they  and 
the  last  Indian  within  his  hearing  were  gone.  He 
heard  their  oars  but  so  indistinctly  that  he  still 
thought  they  were  Indians.  “Well,  oh  my  Lord, 
this  place  will  riot  do  for  me,”  said  George — so  he 
swam  just  before  day  break  one  hundred  vards  or 
so  up  the  river  to  a thicket  of  high  grass,  whose 
extent  afforded  some  further  security.  Here  he  re- 
mained for  two  or  three  hours  afterday  break— per- 
ceiving by  hearing  and  sight  no  Indian— yet  he 
feared  to  stir  a step.  He  now  dragged  himself'  for 
three  hours  like  a terrapin  up  the  longgulley,  which 
forms  the  bed  of  the  long  saw  grass,  until  he  got 
due  north  from  the  piquet  and  at  its  termination  — 
he  then  pulled  himself  tremblingly  and  hastily 
through  the  palmettos  of  the  pine  barrens,  for  one 
or  two  hundred  yards,  till  he  reached  the  next  gal- 
ley of  high  grass.  Dreading  detection  every  in- 
stant, he  turned  his  eyes  to  look  and  saw  at  a con- 
siderable distance  an  Indian  making  after  him  at 
full  speed.  George  plunged  into  the  deepest  part 
of  the  intricate  gnlley,  fled  as  fast  as  he  could  un- 
til it  became  more  and  more  intricate  and  heard 
the  Indian  coming,  “like  wild  cattle  after  him.” 
* Oh  my  God,  what  shall  I do?”  He  dodged  at 
right  angles  to  his  line  of  flight,  and  raising  his 
head  above  the  water,  saw  the  Indian  olf  of  his 
track.  Pursuing  this  course  three  or  four  times  he 
eluded  him  until  he  came  to  a rivulet,  this  he  swam 
— and  got  now  into  the  Mangrove  swamp,  through 
this  he  pulled  and  pulled,  on  all-fours,  impeded  at 
every  inch  by  bushes,  briars,  pits,  knots,  roots, 
stumps,  vines,  branches,  &c.  &.c.  Climing,  twist- 
ing, .turning,  hanging,  sinking,  &c.  &c"  till  he 
reached  another  rivulet.  Here  he  rested.  The  al- 
ligators were  too  thick.  He  dragged  himself  up 
a branch — (he  water  dripping  from  his  clothes,  the 


mosquetoes  allowed  him  no  sleep — and  here  he  re- 
mained all  the  second  night.  He  hallooed  how- 
ever, when  he  first  arrived  there,  as  he  heard  the 
hammers  of  our  camp  borne  to  him  by  the  breeze, 
but  the  noise  of  the  surf  drowns  all  noise  lor  us 
coming  from  up  the  river.  “The  Indian  wants 
to  kill  me,  the  white  man  does  not  care  for  me,” 
thought  George  after  hallooing  a long  time  in  vain. 
Changing  his  position  slightly  in  case  the  Indian 
might  have  heard  him,  he  now  lounged  away  the 
night  with  the  mosquetoes.  At  day  break  looking 
up  he  saw  two  mocassin  snakes  hanging  over  his 
head.  “I  dont  mind  you”  said  he,  and  hearing  the 
oars  of  a boat  at  day  break  he  hallooed  again  and 
again— but  their  sound  died  away  and  he  almost 
gave  himself  up  to  despair.  Well  said  he,  if  I stay 
here  these  Indians  will  scalp  me,  and  I’d  rather  the 
alligators  to  catch  me  than  that  they  should.  The 
dark  rivulet  was  literally  black  with  them.  He 
saw  one  or  two  right  in  his  path.  Looking  to  the 
right  was  a monstrous  large  one,  and  on  the  left 
several  with  their  fiat  mouths  crunching  some  kind 
of  water  reeds.  He  tied  his  jacket  sleeves  around 
his  body  to  bear  his  arms,  and  putting  the  handle 
of  his  belt  knife  in  his  mouth  plunged  in  and  land- 
ed on  the  opposite  side— one  alligator  immediately 
on  his  right  and  another  on  his  left.  He  then  re- 
commenced his  labor,  and  by  10  o’clock  having 
threaded  the  rest  of  the  Mangrove  Swamp  and 
crossed  in  all  four  black  alligator  rivulets  he  reached 
our  sight.  Oh  how  glad  I was  to  cross  over  to  bring 
him  back.  “Oh  God  said  he,  you  would  not  be- 
lieve what  I have  passed  through.”  He  remained 
exhausted  and  sick  for  two  days,  and  is  now  again 
well  as  ever  without  a wound.  He  thinks  the  In- 
dians will  depose  or  despise  Chitte  for  not  having 
got  a single  scalp.  He  thinks  they  had  two  hun- 
dred or  two  hundred  and  fifty  warriors  up  there, 
and  “if  you  ever  catch  Chitte  gentlemen  you  must 
give  him  to  me,  for  1 don’t  think  you  can  keep  my 
hands  olf  from  shooting  him.”  On  the  ‘2Sth  early, 
two  soldiers  and  two  sailors  were  despatched  ex- 
press, per  sail  boat  to  Key  Biscayne,  to  put  them  on 
their  guard  there,  and  (fora  lieu t.  Davis,  to  order 
up  lieut.  Handy  of  the  navy,  who  arrived  here  the 
next  morning. 

We  have  been  utterly  blocked  up  by  the  weather 
for  two  weeks,  and  I know  not  how  long  it  will 
yet  continue.  I wrote  a letter  for  George,  the  in- 
terpreter, this  morning  to  his  master,  and  would 
give  it  to  you  verbatim  but  it  is  too  long.  The  first 
Indians  who  fired  the  other  day,  were  Arpiueka’s 
son,  who  some  time  back  received  me  seemingly 
more  cordially  in  their  camp  than  did  ar.y  other  one 
of  the  Indians,  and  Cliitte’s  brother,  Ochee  Hadjo. 
The  man  who  pursued  George  so  inveterately  was 
the  old  fellow  whose  sick  daughter  I had  visited  in 
his  own  camp,  at  that  time  he  had  but  little  friend- 
ly feelings  for  us.  Chitte  Hadjo  was  also  no  doubt 
one  of  the  main  actors — a handsome  Greek  statue 
of  a man  and  who  was  my  guide  to  his  camp. 

October  7,  1839.  Nothing  new — occasionally  a 
nocturnal  startle  amid  the  burly  of  the  rain  and 
wind.  Drenching  torrents  and  high  wind  from  the 
east  since  the  first — and  the  whole  coast  north  and 
south  whitened  with  the  foarn  breaking  and  rolling 
si xty  feet  over  the  sandy  shore.  They  keep  a con- 
stant roar,  and  if  any  unfortunate  vessel  is  wreck- 
ed on  the  coast,  its  fate  is  pitiable,  and  its  crew 
meet  almost  a certain  cruel  fate.  The  billows  look 
grand  and  the  sea  rages  with  the  storm.  Two  ves- 
sels glimmered  in  the  mist  otf  here  to-day — strug 
gle  hard  sailors,  for  if  these  breakers  catch  you, 
you  are  gone.  The  coast  is  generally  lined  with  a 
parallel  shoal,  one-quarter  of  a mile  off  from  shore, 
where  another  line  of  white  foam  forms  and  all  be- 
tween the  two  lines  is  boiling  white. 


SUSPENSION  OF  SPECIE  PAYMENTS. 

From  the  New  York  New  Era.  ' 

Has  pay  day  yet  come?  Ever  since  the  bank  panic 
ol  1S34,  our  trade  and  commerce  have  been  subject- 
ed to  frequent  and  most  disastrous  fluctuations.  At 
one  moment  every  thing  would  be  prosperous.  We 
sailed  before  the  wind  with  a flowing  sheet.  At 
another,  we  are  suddenly  “aback,”  and  ruin  to  some 
and  distress  to  more  come  like  a thief  in  the  night. 
All  the  calculations  of  legitimate  trade  were  disap- 
pointed, and  the  fair  dealer  found  himself  defeated 
and  ruined,  whose  every  reasonable  expectation 
piomised  success. 

A knowledge  of  the  cause  of  the  evil  is  necessary, 
in  order  to  discover  and  apply  the  remedy.  On  one 
side,  it  has  been  urged  by  designing  and  crafty  po- 
liticians, that  it  is  justly  attributed  to  the  measures 
ot  the  general  administration,  and  its  overthrow,  the 
remedy  suggested.  On  the  other  side  it  lias  been 
urged  that  it  is  the  necessary  consequence  of  an  in- 
flated and  extravagant  credit,  and  that  the  only  re- 
medy-was  to  be  found,  in  a return  to  our  former  in- 


dustry and  economy.  Let  facts  determine  which  is 
the  correct  assumption. 

In  the  fall  of  1834  occurred  our  “great  fire,”  which 
caused  the  destruction  ot  $18,000,000  of  property. 
This  was  so  much  out  of  existence,  wasted.  Utterly 
scattered  to  the  four  winds  of  heaven.  We  were 
scarcely  rich  enough  to  have  such  a vacuum  uufelt. 
There  were  very  many  whose  all  was  consumed;  yet 
none  lailed,  except  insurance  offices.  Persons  in 
trade  who  were  made  bankrupt  by  this  disaster,  in- 
stead of  stopping  business,  took  advantage  of  the 
universal  sympathy  in  their  favor,  used  the  credit 
they  had  left  and  plunged  into  business  and  into  debt 
deeper  than  ever,  in  tile  hope  of  thus  making  up  the 
deficiency.  The  calamity  did  not  pay  their  debts, 
but  it  postponed  the  pay-day  to  a more  convenient 
season. 

Before  that  day  arrived,  the  unregenerated  spirit 
of  speculation  swept  across  the  country.  Every 
body  was  becoming  suddenly  rich.  Villages  and 
cities  sprung  up  in  the  wilderness.  Houses  and  lots 
became  more  profitable  tiiau  fine  gold.  And  wild 
and  unproductive  land  became  suddenly  an  inex- 
haustible mine  of  wealth.  All  who  had  money  or 
credit  plunged  headlong  into  the  stream.  The  far- 
mer, the  manufacturer  and  merchant  instead  of  pay- 
ing their  debts  bought  lands.  The  country  merchants 
bought  lands  and  paid  the  city  merchant,  as  well  lor 
his  old  debts  as  for  his  new  purchases,  in  this  new 
currency,  extended  his  debts  both  as  to  time  and 
amount,  upon  the  slrength  of  valuation,  which  de- 
ceived himself  as  much  as  his  creditors  How  much 
property  was  consumed  by  this  “fire,”  how  great  w as 
the  abstraction  of  means  from  active  pursuits  by  this 
destructive  el-  meut,  no  one  can  tell.  Some  laint 
idea  of  it,  however,  can  be  formed  from  the  follow- 
ing statement  of  the  public  lands  sold  during  three 
years. 

In  1834  4.658,218  acres  for  $6,099,981 

In  1835  12,564,478  “ 15,999,804 

In  1836  20,074,870  “ 25,167,833 


Total — 37,297,586  $47,267,613 

We  could  scarcely  spare  near  $50,000,000  from 
active  business  and  invest  it  in  kinds  which  wmre 
then  entirely  unproductive,  and  which  could  not  be 
made  productive,  even  of  interest  on  the  investment 


in  four  or  five  years,  nor  of  a return  of  principle  un- 
til the  next  generation.  We  had  not  that  surplus 
capital  in  the  country.  A large  vacuum  was  thus 
made  in  our  means.  It  must  be  supplied  in  some 
manner,  and  at  sometime.  Pay  day  must  come,  and 
as  the  land  could  not  yield  the  pay,  it  must  be  pro- 
cured somewhere  else. 

But  this  is  riot  all.  In  our  commercial  operations 
we  were  scarcely  less  extravagant. 

The  following  table  will  show  our  imports  and  ex- 
ports for  a series  of  years: — 

Imports.  Exports. 

1824  $30, 549, (107  $75  986,657 

1825  96,340,388  99,5 35,388 

1826  84,974,477  77,585.322 

1827  79,434,068  82,324,827 

1828  88,509,824  72,264  CS6 

1829  74,492,527  72,358,671 

1830  70,876,920  73,849,50S 

1831  303.191  124  81.310,-533 

1832  101.629.266  87,176.943 

1833  108,118,311  90,140,433 

1S34  126,521,332  104,346,973 

1835  149,895,742  121,693,577 

1836  189,930.035  128,663,040 

1837  140,989,217  117,419,376 


From  this,  if  appears  that  up  to  1831  our  exports 
and  imports  were  about  even.  We  paid  our  debts 
as  we  went  along.  We  produced  enough  to  pay  for 
those  things  which  we  wanted  to  buy  of  other  na- 
tions. We  balanced  our  accounts  with  the  w orld. 

We  were  independent  and  happy. 


But  then  the  game  began.  We  imported  more 
than  we  exported,  and  we  ran  in  debt  lor  the  ba- 
lance, or  if  we  paid  it,  we  abstracted  so  much  capi- 
tal (rom  the  country.  This  process,  in  time,  would 
exhaust  our  means,  mill  ss  we  had  some  Aladdin’s 
lamp  to  make  good  the  deficiency.  The  game  went 
on.  Our  means  did  become  exhausted;  but  with  (be 
true  spirit  of  the  gambler,  we  played  for  deeper 
stakes,  so  that  during  the  years  1834, 'a  and  6 which 
were  so  prolific  with  us  of  all  sorts  of  speculation 
our  imports  exceeded  exports  $111,693,519'  For 
that  amount  we  incurred  a foreign  debt. 

So  that  when  the  spring  of  1387  came  upon  ns  we 
had  in  Hie  short  space  of  three  years 
Burned  up  $13,000,000 

Invested  in  unproductive  lands  47,267,618 

And  incurred  a foreign  debt  of  1 1 l’693’5i9 


Making  a total  of  $176,961  137 

which  had  either  been  abstracted  from  active  busi- 
ness or  for  which  we  were  in  debt. 
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Was  it  at  all  wonderful  that  in  such  a state  of 
things,  we  should  be  pressed  and  crowded  for  money 
that — pecuniary  embarrassments  should  come  upon 
us  and  a universal  suspension  of  payments  ensued? 
By  no  means!  We  had  not  the  ability  at  once  to  make 
this  deficiency.  There  was  not  money  enough  in 
the  land  to  pay  this  large  debt.  How  was  it  to  be 
paid  except  by  curtailing  our  expenses,  and  a stricter 
course  of  industry  and  economy  until  we  could  pro- 
duce enough,  to  make  us  once  more  square  with  the 
world?  This  was  the  natural  and  obvious  and  cer- 
tain remedy,  instead,  however,  of  resorting  to  it, 
we  rushed  madly  into  the  creation  of  new  banks  and 
state  stocks,  subsisting  on  one  species  of  credit  lor 
another,  and,  in  the  meantime,  by  extensions  and 
compositions,  postponing  the  final  settlement. 

The  day  cannot  however,  be  postponed  forever. — 
It  must  come.  Its  advent  is  as  certain  as  death— 
Has  it  already  come?  and  is  that  the  cause  of  the 
pressure  which  is  now  distracting  the  moneyed  world? 
How  have  we  prepared  to  meet  it?  So  far  as  it  was 
within  the  scope  of  the  government,  its  duty  has 
been  discharged.  It  extended  its  lenity  to  the  suf- 
ferers by  the  great  fire.  It  arrested,  by  its  specie 
circular,  their  insane  investments  in  wild  lands.  It 
had  no  power  to  prohibit  extravagant  importations. 
But  they  who  had  the  power — they  who  incurred 
these  debts,  and  pushed  their  fovourite  “credit  sys- 
tem” till  it  burst  “like  a bubble  on  the  fountain” — 
how  have  they  discharged  their  duty?  They  have 
got  an  extension  of  their  debts  and  abused  the  ad- 
ministration? What  more  could  be  asked  of  them? 
Did  not  gen.  Jackson  and  Mr.  Van  Buren  set  fire  to 
New  York?  Did  they  not  bring  about  these  judi- 
cious investments  of  $50,000,000  in  wild  lands?  Did 
they  not  compel  the  merchants  to  import  millions 
and.  thousand  of  millions  more  than  the  country 
could  pay  for?  The  “specie  circular”  of  the  former 
and  the  “sub-treasurer”  of  the  other,  did  all  this. 
They  did  more — they  inflated  credit  by  destroying  it. 

Such  are  the  facts  and  the  arguments  upon  which 
the  administration  has  been  held  responsible  lor  con- 
sequences, which  it  could  not  control.  Can  listen- 
i .s  to  our  believers  in  this  senseless  clamor  be  found? 
Certainly  they  can.  Those  who  have  placed  the 
country  in  this  horrible  position,  the  great  lathers  of 
this  immaculate  “credit  system”  are  too  anxious  to 
cast  the  odium  from  their  own  shoulders  to  intermit 
their  cry  one  instant.  It  will  continue  loud  and  in- 
cessant, and  the  people  of  our  state,  w ho  have  suf- 
fered more  than  all  others,  because  the  centre  of 
commercial  operations  in  the  new'  world,  will  soon 
be  called  upon  to  disregard  the  palpable  remedy  of 
industry  and  economy,  and  to  apply  all  their  efforts 
to  prostrate  an  administration  which  has  been  inde- 
fatigable in  its  endeavors  to  arrest  this  rnad  spirit  of 
speculation.  God  only  knows  how  successful  this 
appeal  may  be. 

When  the  cholera  was  approaching  the  centre  of 
Europe,  the  king  of  Prussia  surrounded  his  people 
with  a saritary  corden  of  troops.  This  pestilence 
leaped  the  frail  barrier,  and  while  devastating  his 
dominions,  his  people  with  almost  one  voice  attri- 
buted the  cause  to  their  government.  We  may  imi- 
tate or  profit  by  the  example. 

From  the  National  Gazette. 

We  have  carefully  noticed  the  proceeding  of  the 
merchants  of  New  York,  which  have  taken  place 
during  the  past  week  in  relation  to  the  state  ol  the 
pecuniary  affairs  of  that  city,  as  well  as  the  policy 
of  the  banks  developed,  and  their  action  connected 
therewith.  If  the  merchants  of  New  York  are 
willing  to  submit  to  become  the  victims  of  a few 
who  are  seeking  to  acquire  fame,  even  at  the  cost 
of  emolating  them,  so  iar,  it  is  a matter  which  con- 
cerns them  alone.  But  when  the  state  of  Penn- 
sylvania and  her  institutions  are  assailed  by  the 
citizens  or  corporations  of  another  state,  we  shall 
exercise  the  right,  as  w’ell  as  regard  it  our  duty,  to 
speak  out  fearlessly  and  unreservedly. 

A war  has  been  W'aged  by  New  York  against 
Pennsylvania  and  her  institutions.  This  conflict 
has  thus  far  been  confined  chiefly  to  the  cities  of 
N.  York  and  Philadelphia.  The  banks  of  Philadel- 
phia, finding  that  they  must  either  suspend  specie 
payments,  or,  by  persevering  to  pay  specie,  be  the 
cause  of  inflicting  on  the  community  a scene  of  mi- 
sery, distress  and  ruin,  without  a parallel,  adopted 
the  former  alternative.  The  New  York  banks, 
however,  deem  it  their  duty,  or  find  it  more  con- 
sonant with  their  own  feelings,  from  some  cause, 
to  adopt  an  opposite  course,  with  all  the  conse- 
quences to  their  community  which  must  follow. 

In  May,  1837,  it  must  be  remembered  that  the 
New  York  banks  were  the  first  to  suspend.  Phila- 
de\phiA  followed  the  example  set  her.  She  did  not 
upbraid  New  York  on  that  occasion,  for  the  step 
she  had  been  the  first  to  take.  Far  different  the 
feelings  manifested,  and  the  policy  now  pursued  by 
New  York  towards  Philadelphia. 


It  is  well  known  that  Philadelphia  was  strongly 
opposed  to  the  views  of  New  York  respecting  re- 
sumption at  so  early  a period  as  was  urged  by  the 
latter.  Philadelphia  believed  the  period  for  resump- 
tion at  which  it  finally  took  place,  premature. — 
Events  have  proved  it  Was. 

That  the  Philadelphia  banks  are  in  quite  as  good 
a condition  now  to  continue  specie  payments  as 
the  New  York  banks  are,  and  that  the  New  York 
banks  are  in  a condition  not  much,  if  any,  better 
now  than  they  were  when  they  suspended  specie 
payments  in  May,  1837,  we  think  we  can  demon- 
strate by  ineontrovertable  proofs. 

We  have  before  us,  the  report  of  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury,  made  to  congress  on  the  27th  of  Fe- 
bruary last,  giving  the  condition  of  all  the  banks  in 
the  United  States,  so  far  as  he  had  been  able  to 
ascertain  them.  From  that  report  we  shall  draw 
our  statistics. 

First,  as  to  the  banks  of  the  state  of  New  York, 
We  give  the  condition  of  those  banks  at  three  pe- 
riods; nearest  the  date  of  suspension  in  1837,  short- 
ly after  resuming,  and  according  to  the  latest  re- 
turns, in  some  of  the  principal  and  most  important 
items. 

June  1st,  May  1st,  Jan.  1st, 
1837.  1838.  1839. 

Capital,  36,000.000  36,000,000  36,000,000 

Loans  & discounts,  74,000,000  58,000,000  68.000,000 

Specie,  3,000,000  10,000,000  6.600,000 

Circulation,  15  000,000  13,000,000  19.000,000 

Deposites,  23,000,000  18,000,000  18,000,000 

We  would  remark  that  in  addition  to  the  specie 

reported  as  on  hand  in  January  last,  there  is  re- 
ported as  “specie  funds”  the  sum  of  $2,800,000, 
which  we  suppose,  are  treasury  notes,  lor  which 
specie  had  been  given.  But  if  the  government 
has  thrown  into  the  hands  of  the  banks  holding 
them,  an  equal  amount  of  specie,  for  the  purpose 
of  enabling  them  to  hold  them,  (as  it  is  reported) 
they  can  hardly  be  regarded  as  specie  funds.  Now 
we  ask  the  public  to  look  at  and  examine  well  the 
condition  of  the  New  York  banks  at  the  periods  of 
these  returns.  Their  loans  had  been  augmented 
after  their  resumption,  ten  millions  of  dollars;  and 
their  circulation  six  millions,  the  former  within  six 
millions  of  what  they  were  at  the  time  they  sus- 
pended, and  the  latter  four  millions  beyond  it! 
Nor  can  any  one  believe  that,  between  the  first  of 
January  last  and  about  the  time  the  Philadelphia 
banks  suspended,  either  could  have  been  decreased. 
The  rate  of  foreign  exchanges  in  New’  York  for 
some  lime  prior  to  that  event,  in  our  opinion  the 
most  unerring  barometer  of  the  state  currency,  in- 
dicated that  it  had  been  further  debased  there  by 
augmented  loans  and  additional  and  redundant 
issues. 

The  bank  commissioners  of  the  state  of  New 
York,  in  their  report  to  the  legislature,  dated  Ja- 
nuary 24,  1839,  state  that  “the  apparent  circulation 
of  the  banks  was  reduced  from  $24,198,000  in 
March,  1837,  to  about  $11,198,000  in  April,  1838, 
and  has  now  risen  again  to  $19,373,149.”  They 
also  state  that  “the  debt  of  the  banks,  which  was 
reduced  from  $79,313,000  in  January,  1837,  to 
about  $57,000,000  in  May,  1838,  has  now  risen 
again  to  $68,300,000.”  The  amount  of  circula- 
tion the  commissioners  state  to  be  less  than  it  had 
been  in  October  and  November  previous.  In  these 
returns,  the  loans  and  the  issues  of  the  banks  es- 
tablished under  the  free  banking  law  of  New  York, 
passed  since  the  suspension  in  May,  1837,  are  not 
included.  If  these  were  added  to  the  loans  and 
issues  of  the  other  banks  we  do  not  doubt  but  each 
would  at  this  time  exceed  the  amount  at  which 
they  stood  at  the  date  of  the  former  suspension,  by 
some  millions. 

From  the  same  report  we  give  the  condition  of 
the  Pennsylvania  banks  at  three  periods;  it  fur- 
nishes the  same  items,  exclusive  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  which  we  give  by  itself. 

May  1,  1837.  May  1838.  Nov.  1838. 
Capital,  24,000.000  24,1)00,000  25,000,000 

Loans  & discounts,  46,000,000  38,000,000  38,000,000 

Specie,  3.000,000  3,900,000  3,600,000 

Circulation,  14,000,000  12,000.000  11,700,000 

Deposites,  13,000,000  10,600,000  10,000,000 

The  Pennsylvania  banks  resumed  specie  pay- 
ments in  August,  1838,  and  it  will  be  seen  that 
subsequently,  their  loans  remained  stationary, 
while  their  deposites  and  circulation  decreased. 
This  it  will  be  perceived  was  quite  different  from 
the  New  York  banks. 

The  same  report  gives  the  condition  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  as  follows: 

May  1837.  May  1838.  Nov.  1838. 

Capital,  35,000,000  35,000,000  35,000,000 

Loans  & discounts, 

and  stocks,  65,200.000  63,000,000  64,000,000 

Specie,  1,500,000  4,400,000  5.200.000 

Circulation,  7,000,000  6,400,000  4,200,000 

Deposites,  3,000,000  4,400,000  8,000,000 


Now  it  will  be  seen,  that  after  resumption,  the 
Bank  of  the  United  Slates  both  augmented  her 
specie  and  diminished  her  circulation,  and  made 
but  a small  addition  to  her  loans.  It  were  well 
that  this  exposition  be  Contrasted  with  that  of  the 
New  York  banks. 

Is  it  not  sufficient  that  we  give  these  condensed 
statements  of  the  Condition  of  the  New  York  and 
Pennsylvania  banks  generally.  We  will  refer  to 
the  condition  of  some  of  the  individual  banks  of 
New  York  and  Philadelphia  cities,  according  to 
the  latest  returns.  The  bank  of  America,  with  a 
Capital  of  $2,000,000,  had  loans  to  the  amount  of 
$3,100,000,  and  “ checks  and  other  cash  items’1 
$1,000,000,  supposed  to  be  treasury  notes,  making 
an  investment  of  more  than  $4,000,000!  Mecha- 
nics’ bank,  capital  $2,000,000,  loans  $3,400,000. 
Bank  of  the  state  of  New  York,  capital  $2,000,000, 
loans  3,800,000  dollars;  Merchants’  bank,  capital 
$1,500,000,  loans  $2,900,000;  bank  of  New  York, 
capital  $1,000,000,  loans  $2,300,000;  Union  bank, 
capital  $1,000,000,  loans  $2,100,000;  National 
bank,  capital  $750,000,  loans  $1,300,000.  These 
are  New  York  banks.  We  now  give  some  of  the 
Philadelphia  banks.  Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  capi- 
tal $2,500,000,  loans  $4,000,000,  the  Philadelphia 
bank,  capital  $1,800,000,  loans  $2,270,000;  Girard 
bank,  capital  $5,000,000,  loans  $5,600,000,  and 
$2,000,000  miscellaneous  investments;  Commercial 
bank,  capital  $1,000,000,  loans  $1,500,000;  bank 
of  North  America,  capital  1,000,000  dollars,  loans 
$1,300,000;  Mechanics’  bank,  capital  $1,250,000, 
loans  $2,100,000. 

The  comparative  condition  of  these,  the  leading 
banks  in  the  cities  of  New  York  and  Philadelphia, 
in  respect  to  the  proportion  their  loans  bear  to  their 
capitals,  certainly  appears  vastly  in  favor  of  Phila- 
delphia, the  latter  appearing  far  less  extended. 

What  the  actual  comparative  condition  of  the 
banks  in  the  two  cities  was,  about  the  period  the 
Philadelphia  banks  suspended,  we  have  not  the 
means  of  ascertaining;  but  whatever  it  might  have 
been  or  is  now,  we  do  not  doubt  that  the  banks 
collectively,  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  are  in  a 
far  better  condition  than  those  of  the  state  of  New 
York.  We  find  it  reported  now,  that  the  notes  of 
the  couniry  banks  of  New  York,  embraced  underthe 
safety  fund  law,  and  of  course,  so  liar  as  security 
and  ultimate  safety  are  concerned,  standing  on  the 
same  footing  as  the  city  banks  which  come  under 
that  law,  are  selling  in  the  city  of  New  York  at  a 
rate  of  discount  but  little  less  than  the  notes  of  the 
suspended  banks  of  Philadelphia! 

With  all  these  facts  before  us,  we  cannot  but 
view  the  pertinacity  with  which  the  New  York 
banks  adhere  to  their  resolution  to  continue  specie 
payments  at  all  hazards,  as  a kind  of  fanaticism,  or 
to  say  the  least,  of  rashness,  which  opposes  itself  to 
both  reason  and  experience,  and  whieh,  after  caus- 
ing the  deepest  sufferings,  must  eventuate  in  de- 
feat and  disappointment,  if  not  disgrace. 

THE  TARIFF. 

Poulson’s  Philadelphia  Advertiser  says — 

This  question  is  attracting  serious  attention,  and 
is  likely  to  excite  much  discussion.  An  editor  in 
the  interior  well  observes,  that  from  the  sound, 
equal,  uniform  currency,  and  a proper  protection 
to  home  industry,  our  situation  is  almost  one  of 
colonial  vassalage  to  Great  Britain. 

The  Baltimore  Patriot  of  the  19th  ultimo,  says — 

The  following  short  paragraph  from  the  late  let- 
ter ofD.  A.  Smith,  esq.  to  Dr.  Brockenbrough,  is  a 
forcible  illustration  of  the  necessity  of  a tariff,  as  a 
means  of  placing  a wholesome  restraint  upon  our 
consumption  of  the  products  and  manufactures  of 
other  nations,  and  of  our  defenceless  condition  with- 
out. such  tariff.  Mr.  Smith  says  in  his  letter:  “it 
has  long  since  been  held  as  a well  established 
maxim,  that  no  nation  can  remain  in  prosperity 
which  shall  depend  upon  foreign  labor  for  articles 
of  the  first  necessity;  and  its  truth  is  established  by 
the  condition  of  these  United  States  at  the  present 
crisis.  We  have  now  a population  little  short  of 
fifteen  millions  of  souls,  clothed  almost  exclusively 
in  British  manufactures,  while  England  prohibits 
the  importation  of  grain  or  bread  stuffs  from  the  U. 
States.” 

The  Baltimore  Republican  says — 

The  whig  paper  are  generally  joining  in  urging 
the  readoption  of  the  famous  American  System, 
with  the  view  as  they  pretend  of  preventing  ex- 
cessive importations,  and  the  consequent  creation 
of  a large  foreign  debt.  The  excessive  importa- 
tions have  resulted  from  the  excessive  issue  of 
bank  paper,  and  the  expansion  of  the  credit  sys- 
tem. The  adoption  of  some  measure  to  restrain 
bank  issues,  would  be  much  more  effectual  in  pre- 
venting excessive  importations  than  the  adoption 
of  any  protective  tariff;  and  would  not  have  the 
pernicious  effect  of  drawing  money  unnecessarily 
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from  the  pockets  of  the  people,  and.  the  Creation  Of 
a large  surplus  revenue. 

The  Frederick  Examiner  says— - 

The  propriety  of  a high  tariff  is  beginning  to  at- 
tract attention.  The  large  amount  of  debt  contract- 
ed by  the  peopled'  the  U.  States  for  English  goods 
is,  unquestionably,  one  of  the  proximate  causes  ol 
the  several  revulsions  in  the  currency  Which  have 
been  experienced  during  the  last  few  years.  To 
Check  the  excessive  importation  of  foreign  goods 
and  prevent  the  contracting  of  debts  abroad  which 
cannot  be  paid,  are  objects,  the  policy  of  which 
Is  not  doubted  in  any  quarter.  If  the  imposition 
of  high  duties  can  effect  these  objects  without  pro- 
ducing countervailing  evils,  let  the  people  demand 
a resort  to  this  remedy.  In  our  humble  judgment 
a “judicious  tariff”  would,  prevent  the  evil  conse- 
quences which  have  resulted,  and  will  continue  to 
result  from  the  vast  importations  of  articles  of 
British  manufacture. 

The  Baltimore  Patriot  observes — 

In  a late  number  of  the  Patriot,  we  intimated  the 
opinion  that  “free  trade,”  or  the  prostration  of  the 
tariff,  on  imports,  which  opened  the  flood  gates  of 
foreign  merchandise  of  all  sorts,  was  one  of  the 
principal  causes  of  difficulty  in  the  business  and 
money  affairs  of  the  United  States.  And  we  com- 
mended the  subject — that  is,  the  operation  of  “free 
trade,”  upon  our  condition  as  a nation — to  the 
earnest  attention  of  American  statesmen  and  law- 
givers, to  the  utter  exclusion,  for  a time  at  least, 
of  party  politics.”  We  are  glad  to  see  that  the 
subject  is  beginning  to  attract  attention — and  espe- 
cially that  it  attracts  attention  unconnected  with 
party  politics.  The  following  article  on  the  sub- 
ject, is  from  the  Su.v. 

“We  will  plainly  and  briefly  state  what  we  con- 
ceive to  be  the  cause  of  the  financial  and  com- 
mercial embarrassments  which,  for  several  years, 
have  torn  and  distracted  the  political  and  social 
quiet  of  the  people  of  the  United  States.  In  our 
opinion,  the  chief  cause  is  the  reduction  of  the 
tariff,  which  has  enabled  the  English  to  flood  the 
American  market  with  English  goods,  and,  by  in- 
ducing us  to  purchase,  bring  us  over  head  and  ears  in 
debt  to  England.  Who  can  doubt  this?  Let  us  look 
to  facts.  Ten  years  ago,  (1829),  we  bought  from 
other  countries,  chiefly  from  England,  $74,492,527 
worth  of  goods;  in  that  same  year  we  produced  and 
exported  $62,353,571  worth  of  American  material 
and  manufacture,  consequently  the  produce  of  our 
soil,  and  the  work  of  our  hands  paid  for  the  foreign 
goods  we  bought,  except  the  sum  of  $12,133,956; 
even  this  was  living  at  an  extravagant  rate,  and, 
according  to  our  views,  was  sending  out  of  the 
country  upwards  of  twelve  millions  of  dollars  more 
than  ought  to  have  been  sent  out  of  it.  If  this 
was  bad,  let  us  see  how  much  worse  the  matter 
is  at  the  present  time.  During  this  year,  (1839), 
we  have  bought  foreign  goods  to  the  amount  of 
$170,800,000;  we  have  raised  and  manufactured  to 
meet  this  purchase  $96,351,450  worth;  of  course 
we  have  bought  $74,448,550  worth  more  than  our 
material  and  manufactures  will  pay  for;  how  then 
is  this  enormous  balance  of  upwards  of  seventy-four 
millions  of  dollars  to  be  paid? 

“It  is  true,  that  by  calculation  as  nearly  as  we 
can  arrive  at  it,  not  more  than  $140,000,000  of 
foreign  goods  will  be  actually  consumed  in  the 
United  States  during  the  currentyear;  but  even  this 
obliges  this  country  to  pay  in  silver  and  gold,  or 
its  equivalent,  to  foreign  countries  for  foreign  goods, 
the  enormous  amount  of  $44,448,550.  At  this  lime 
the  United  States  contains,  according  to  the  best 
estimate,  $85,000,000  in  specie,  from  which  it  will 
at  once  be  seen  that  it  will  take  about  one-half  of 
all  the  specie  in  the  country  to  discharge  the  ex- 
isting debt  for  foreign  merchandise.  Can  we  then 
wonder  at  the  constant  cry,  the  specie  is  going  out 
of  the  country ? It  certainly  is  going  out,  and  will 
continue  to  go  out  as  long  as  foreign  goods  are  en- 
couraged to  come  in.  In  full  illustration  of  our 
proposition,  we  say  that  ten  years  ago  we  lived  at 
upwards  of  twelve  millions  of  dollars  beyond  our 
means,  and  this  year  we  are  living  at  upwards  of 
forty  millions  beyond  our  means;  now  this  we  con- 
sider enongh  to  beggar  any  man  or  any  country. 
The  English  do  differently:  they  buy  our  cotton  be- 
cause they  are  able  to  sell  it  again  after  they  have 
manufactured  it;  they  buy  our  tobacco  for  a similar 
reason;  but  they  never  purchase  our  flour  until 
their  people  are  starving.  The  English,  in  fact, 
look  upon  America  as  a rich  young  spendthrift,  and 
with  the  cunning  and  contrivance  of  an  old  Shy- 
lock,  fatten  upon  the  youth’s  wealth,  lolly  and  ex- 
travagance.” 

The  Baltimore  Republican  says — 

Protective  tariff.  What,  we  would  ask,  are  the 
mighty  effects  which  are  expected  to  result  from 
the  readoption  of  the  famous  American  System?  It 
is  pretended  that  it  would  be  the  means  of  prevent- 


ing the  excessive  importations  of  foreign  goods, 
which  have  produced  a large  foreign  debt,  and 
created  a demand  for  specie  with  which  to  pay  it. 
But  what  information  does  experience  afford  upon 
this  subject?  Did  our  former  protective  tariff  pre- 
vent an  excess  of  importation?  If  our  memory 
serve  us  right,  the  complaints  on  this  score  were 
as  loud  during  the  existence  of  that  tariff  as  they 
have  been  since;  and  to  that  source  of  complaint 
was  added  that  of  a constantly  accumulating  sur- 
plus revenue.  Were  the  importations  confined  to 
the  wants  of  the  country,  the}’  would  be  readily 
met  by  the  exportation  of  our  own  products.  But 
the  evil  has  resulted  from  those  importations  far 
exceeding  those  wants;  and  a protective  tariff  would 
have  very  little  effect  in  confining  those  importa- 
tions to  the  immediate  and  necessary  wants  of  the 
country.  The  existence  of  a protective  tariff  would 
have  the  effect  to  augment  the  inducements  to 
smuggle;  but  would  not  reduce  the  desire  in  reck- 
less adventurers  to  grow  up  rapidly  rich  by  extend- 
ing their  business  beyond  the  bounds  of  prudence. 
The  evil  is  the  result  of  a too  extensive  credit  sys- 
tem. If  men  would  purchase  no  more  than  they 
can  conveniently  pay  for,  or  may  reasonably  hope, 
in  the  regular  course  of  trade,  to  be  able  to  pay  lor, 
without  a resort  to,  or  dependence  upon  extraordi- 
nary accommodations,  there  would  be  no  difficulty 
under  the  present,  or  even  a reduced  tariff,  and 
while  so  many  are  unwilling  to  confine  themselves 
within  those  bounds,  no  protective  tariff  could  pos- 
sibly have  any  effect  in  preventing  a recurrence  of 
the  present  evils. 

But  is  it  not  monstrous  that  any  set  of  men  should 
urge  the  adoption  of  a system,  to  draw  from  the 
pockets  of  the  people,  large  sums  of  money  in  the 
shape  of  revenue  by  means  of  what  they  choose  to 
call  a protective  tariff,  beyond  the  wants  of  the  go- 
vernment, for  the  support  of  which,  the  revenue  is 
collected,  for  the  mere  purpose  of  compelling  men 
to  confine  their  business  operations  within  pioper 
bounds?  This  seems  to  be  the  professed  design  ol 
proposing  the  adoption  of  such  a tariff.  It  would 
be  rationally  expected  to  produce  such  an  effect; 
the  end,  considering  the  effect  of  it  upon  the  labor- 
ing portions  of  the  community,  would  not  justify 
the  means.  But  it  would  have  no  such  effect.  Men 
who  will  not  exercise  their  reason,  nor  profit  by 
the  lessons  of  experience,  in  their  reckless  efforts 
to  grow  rapidly  rich,  will  be  reckless  still.  There 
are  no  laws  or  measures  of  government  which  can 
restrain  them.  And  we  know  of  nothing  that  can 
be  more  effectual  in  correcting  the  evil  than  public 
opinion.  The  best  means  will  be  for  the  public 
generally  to  raise  their  voice  against  the  bloated 
credit  system  of  the  whigs  and  conservatives,  and 
give  their  approbation  to  no  system  of  credit  but 
such  as  is  founded  upon  a safe  and  substantial  basis. 
When  such  a credit  system,  and  such  only,  is  pur- 
sued, we  shall  be  relieved  from  the  danger  and  the 
evil  of  those  revulsions  in  our  monetary  affairs. 

The  editor  of  the  Wheeling  Times  desires,  it 
seems,  that  (he  duties  shall  be  increased,  not  only 
upon  foreign  goods  and  other  commodities  which 
come  in  competition  with  the  products  of  our  own 
country,  but  upon  all  imported  articles.  He  would, 
it  seems,  draw  money  from  the  pockets  of  the  peo- 
ple for  all  the  articles  of  foreign  production  which 
they  consume,  when  it  can  be  applied  to  no  useful 
purpose,  and  as  we  think,  when  it  is  perfectly  clear 
it  can  be  productive  of  no  beneficial  effect.  Our 
opinion  upon  the  subject  is  that,  instead  of  the 
duties  being  increased,  and  the  burdens  of  the  peo- 
ple being  thereby  augmented,  they  should  be,  and 
we  trust  will  be,  reduced. 

The  Baltimore  American  says — 

Bank  suspensions — the  tariff.  In  looking  into  the 
causes  of  the  fate  suspension,  and  of  the  commer- 
cial distress  which  preceded  it,  there  is  one  which 
in  our  view  is  strikingly  prominent.  We  mean  our 
want  of  prudence  and  ordinary  self-regard  in  throw- 
ing open  our  ports  almost  without  restrictions  to 
importations  of  British  goods.  Does  England  ma- 
nifest a fair  reciprocity?  Does  she  take  our  produc- 
tions in  return?  She  takes  our  cotton,  and  this  be- 
cause she  is  constrained  of  necessity.  Her  own 
manufactures  are  sent  over  in  immense  quantities 
— the  markets  are  overstocked — the  country  is  filled 
with  them.  The  reduction  of  duty  renders  them 
cheap — we  buy  largely;  a heavy  debt  is  created;  the 
time  of  payment  arrives,  and  if  the  price  of  cotton 
happens  to  be  low,  we  must  pay  the  balance  which 
annually  stands  against  us  in  specie.  Not  only  are 
importations  freely  made  to  American  orders,  but 
English  manufacturers  themselves,  judging  by  the 
American  orders  what  sorts  of  goods  will  best  suit 
the  market,  force  large  quantities  into  our  ports, 
and  by  occasioning  low  prices,  induce  larger  pur- 
chases than  the  wants  of  the  country  require. 

We  do  not  mean  to  discuss  questions  of  f ree  trade; 
choosing  for  the  present  to  deal  with  facts  rather 


than  with  abstractions.  We  see  every  where,  ex- 
cept at  home,  great  national  interests  built  up  and 
sustained  by  protective  duties.  Each  country 
guards  its  own.  We,  however,  abandon  all  to  the 
course  of  things,  and  surrender  our  ports  to  foreign 
traders.  We  take  from  England  and  France  every 
thing — they  take  from  us  only  what  they  cannot  do 
without. 

The  evils  which  the  country  suffered  during  the 
last  war,  by  which  our  dependence  on  foreign  na- 
tions was  so  sensitively  felt,  first  gave  birth  to  tire 
protective  system  in  the  United  States.  It  was 
seen  that  we  were  not  a free  nation  until  we  could 
supply  our  own  wants  from  our  own  resources. — 
Another  sort  of  experience  we  are  undergoing  now, 
since  that  system  is  abandoned.  We  have  had  the 
experience  of  war — we  now  have  the  experience  of 
peace.  And  both  teach  the  same  great  lesson,  that 
so  long  as  we  are  subject  to  foreign  influences, 
without  the  self-protecting  guard  of  duties  and  re- 
strictions, so  long  we  shall  be  subject  to  the  fluctua- 
tions of  an  unstable  currency  and  its  consequent 
sufferings. 

The  geographical  character  of  this  country,  the 
relative  positions  of  the  different  parts,  the  qualities 
and  pursuits  ofeach — all  poiut  out  the  United  States 
as  a world  of  itself — a region  whose  various  sec- 
tions are  bound  to  each  other  by  the  relative  de- 
pendencies of  supply  and  demand.  Tile  north  with 
its  sterile  soil  and  cold  climate  being  unfit  for  agii- 
culture,  is  adapted  to  manufactures — especially 
when  the  active  and  ingenious  character  of  her 
people  is  considered.  The  south  can  yield  largely 
of  the  earth’s  productions — but  is  destitute  both 
of  the  disposition  and  the  means  to  manufacture. 

Has  the  reduction  of  duties  kept  up  the  price  of 
cotton?  Or  if  the  price  of  cotton  were  high — what 
then?  We  should  get  rid  of  one  debt  only  to  plunge 
into  a greater.  The  high  price  of  cotton  only  in- 
duces us  to  import  more  largely,  to  buy  more  pro- 
fusely. And  we  are  thus  liable  to  successive 
derangements  of  trade  and  the  currency,  whenever, 
from  one  cause  or  another  of  European  origin,  the 
prices  of  cotton  are  affected.  With  the  present  in- 
ducement and  temptation  to  go  in  debt  to  Europe, 
occasioned  by  the  facilities  of  unlimited  importa- 
tion, there  can  be  little  hope  of  permanence  in  our 
moneyed  affairs.  We  shall  go  lioin  excitement  to 
depression — with  fils  and  starts  and  sudden  checks 
— without  the  ability  even  to  use  the  experience  of 
our  ills  for  future  security.  For  our  fate  will  con- 
tinue to  be  in  the  hands  of  foreigners,  subject  to 
their  cupidity  and  our  own  folly.  One  of  the  surest 
and  safest  means  of  curing  these  great  evils  and 
of  placing  our  country  beyond  the  reach  oftbeirre- 
currence,  is  to  manufacture  more  among  ourselves 
and  buy  less  from  other  nations.  A reasonable  ta- 
riff of  duties,  while  it  would  place  a wholesome 
check  on  the  present  unlimited  influx  of  loreign 
goods,  would  at  the  same  time  gradually  increa'se 
and  firmly  establish  our  home  manufactures  of  wool, 
cotton,  iron,  silk  and  other  articles  which  enter  so 
very  largely  into  the  consumption  of  the  nation,  and 
at  no  distant  peiiod  hence  t tie  statement  of  the  im- 
ports and  exports  of  the  United  States  would  ex- 
hibit us  to  be  in  the  truly  desirable  position  of 
having  the  yearly  balance  of  trade  with  Europe 
some  ten  or  fif  teen  millions  in  our  favor,  instead  of, 

as  now  and  heretofore,  a large  amount  against  us. 

The  shipments  of  specie  would  then  flow  steadily 
into  this  country,  enlarging  the  basis  of  a whole- 
some credit  system,  while  an  equally  important  end 
would  be  attained  in  the  permanence  and  prosperi- 
ty of  our  great  manufacturing  interests,  and  in  the 
consequent  independence  of  our  people  on  other 
nations. 

No  one,  we  presume,  doubts  that  the  scarcity  of 
specie  is  caused  by  reason  of  our  foreign  debt, 
which  must  be  paid  in  gold  and  silver.  The  pur- 
chase of  English  goods  must  always  create  sucli  a 
debt.  How  are  we  to  pay  it?  Either  in  cotton  or 

in  specie — for  England  will  take  nothing  else. 

Who  has  control  of  the  cotton  market?  Any  one 
may  answer  this  who  knows  the  relative  powers  of 
a creditor  and  debtor — and  that  England  always 
hold  one  relation  and  vve  the  other.  Has  the  cotton 
crop  ever  been  sufficient  to  cancel  our  English 
debt?  The  past  will  tell  that  it  never  lias  been  suf- 
ficient— we  may  undertake  to  say,  that,  if  unre- 
stricted importations  are  allowed,  it  never  will  be. 

But  England  must  purchase  our  cotton,  whether 
we  admit  her  manufactures  or  not.  This  is  to  sav 
the  admission  of  that  commodity  into  her  ports  is 
not  a reciprocal  favor  done  to  us  because  we  receive 
her  manufactures.  She  follows  her  own  interest  in 
taking  our  cotton,  and  whether  we  receive  her 
manufactures  or  not,  the  obligation  on  her  part  will 
be  the  same.  We  have  every  reason  then  to  believe 
that  if  proper  duties  were  laid  on  British  goods  the 
price  of  cotton  would  suffer  little  alteration —unless 
the  quantity  produced  became  greatly  increased 
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If  we  should  be  obliged  by  this  to  pay  more  for 
manufactured  articles,  although  home  competition 
would  soon  bring  every  thing  to  a minimum  price, 
the  debt  at  least  would  not  be  incurred  abroad,  and 
we  should  not  be  liable  to  feel  the  influence  of 
every  vicissitude  to  which  a foreign  nation  might 
be  subject — or  to  which  foreign  capitalists  might 
choose  to  subject  us. 

In  1835,  the  excess  of  foreign  imports  beyond 
our  exports  was  $21,202,165.  In  1836,  the  reduc- 
tion of  import  duties  still  going  on,  the  excess 
was  nearly  three  times  as  much:  it  amounted  to 
$61,316,995.  The  suspension  of  specie  payments 
followed  the  next  year — that  is,  in  the  month  of 
May,  1837:  for  here  was  a debt  of  more  than  eighty 
millions  against  ns  to  be  paid  in  specie. 

Perhaps  it  will  be  said  that  it  is  our  own  fault  if 
we  purchase  too  largely;  that  cheapness  of  goods 
is  never  considered  an  evil,  and  that  the  reduction 
of  duties  has  the  effect  only  of  making  them  cheap. 
We  are  willing  to  admit  that  the  fault  is  greatly  in 
ourselves — in  our  extravagance  as  a people,  and  our 
fondness  for  speculation.  Yet  we  ask  what  pre- 
ventive can  be  used?  How  can  the  measure  ot  pro- 
priety be  laid  down  which  shall  regulate  purchases? 
What  guard,  what  security  can  the  country  have 
at  any  time  against  extravagant  buying,  when  goods 
are  thrust  upon  us  at  long  credits,  and  at  low  prices, 
and  when  every  inducement  is  urged  anti  every 
effort  made  to  push  sales?  Each  purchaser  is  tempt- 
ed to  regard  the  advantageous  terms  which  are  ot- 
tered to  him; — he  forgets  to  think  how'  many  others 
have  been  drawn  into  heavy  dealings  by  the  same 
allurements;  and  thus  individual  purchases  are 
made  without  reference  to  the  general  state  of  the 
market  and  the  real  w'ants  of  the  country.  Such 
must  ever  be  the  case;  it  is  next  to  impossible  to 
adopt  any  successful  measures  of  restraint  while 
every  one  is  thus  left  to  follow'  the  dictates  ot 
his  own  interest  in  the  hope  of  securing  personal 
profit. 

We  may  safely  presume  that  as  long  as  cheap 
goods  are  crowded  intoour  ports  and  warehouses — - 
imported  by  British  manufacturers  to  be  sold  by 
British  agents — while  long  credits  are  granted  and 
small  security  demanded,  so  long  we  shall  continue 
to  go  in  debt,  trusting  to  we  know  not  what  for  the 
future  power  of  extricating  ourselves.  Suspensions 
will  become  periodical  events,  with  a comet-like 
regularity  at  least. 

We  are,  in  a financial  respect,  defenceless — we 
lay  ourselves  open  to  be  ravaged  at  the  mercy  of 
foreign  adventurers.  While  other  nations  stand 
clad  Tn  mail,  we  throw  off  all  protective  armour. 
If  we  should  desire  a commercial  favor  of  Great 
Britian,  we  have  nothing  to  olfer  in  exchange  for  it— 
W'e  have  already  given  away  every  thing,  without 
receiving  an  equivalent  in  return.  If  the  advantages 
of  building  up  a system  of  domestic  manufactures 
were  entirely  left  out  of  view,  we  believe  that  re- 
strictive duties  would  slill  be  salutary  tor  the  sole 
purpose  of  protecting  ourselves  from  being  inundat- 
ed with  foreign  goods,  and  from  being  thus  exposed 
to  the  arts  and  allurements  of  those,  who,  having  no 
sympathy  with  us,  seek  to  gratify  their  cupidity  at 


our  expense.  ...  .■ 

We  have  felt  constrained  in  the  present  crisis  ot 
our  affairs  to  speak  thus  freely.  For  in  looking 
into  the  causes  of  the  public  troubles  we  could  not 
pass  over  the  chief  one.  Our  difficulties  are  caused 
by  our  foreign  debt— it  was  necessary  to  see  how 
that  debt  was  created.  We  have  learned  the  man- 
ner— we  find  that  it  did  not  come  accidentally,  or 

from  some  peculiar  circumstances  connected  with 

the  times,  or  from  adventitious  causes  of  any  sor( 

but  that  it  was  the  necessary  result  ot  a system. 

or  rather,  the  want  of  a system.  We  may  know 
too  that  the  same  causes  which  produced  the  pre- 
sent exigency  are  still  in  existence,  and  that  they 
may  produce  it  again,  so  soon  as  a temporary  reco- 
very allows  them  the  means  ot  action. 

From  the  Baltimore  Republican  of  25th  October. 

The  Wheeling  Times  says:  “We  rank,  ana  we 

nre  sure  very  deservedly,  the  measureable  repeal  of 
the  tariff  among  the  sources  of  the  evils  that  now 
exists  in  our  currency,  and  the  causes  ol  the  gene- 
ral distress.”  The  whigs  have  been  wont  to  claim 
for  Mr.  Clay  all  the  credit  for  having  procured  the 
passage  of  the  act  provided  fortlie  reduction  of  the 
tariff;  and  if  to  that  reduction  is  to  be  attributed  all 
the  evils  which  the  country  is  now  suffering,  how 
is  it  that  they  are  now  the  admirers  ot  this  same 
Mr.  Clay,  and  why  is  it  that  they  are  now  so  anxi- 
ous to  elevate  him  to  the  station  of  chief  magistrate 
of  the  country?  Do  they  suppose  that  the  man  who, 
as  they  have  alleged,  was  the.  chief  cause  ot  the 
adoption  of  a measure  which  has  brought  upon  our 
country  all  the  evils  which  it  is  suffering  is  the 
most  suitable  to  preside  over  its  destinies,  and  is 
most  deserving  of  its  rewards  and  favois.  Theie 
appears  Jo  us  to  be  something  like  inconsistency 


in  this.  The  Patriot  says:  “give  the  United  States 
an  adequate  tariff';  and  we  shall  seldom  hear  again 
of  these  monetary  and  business  revulsions.” 

Those  who  express  such  opinions,  and  who  have 
declared  that  a national  bank  Would  equalize  ex- 
changes and  prevent  those  revulsions  in  business, 
must  either  have  forgotten  the  state  of  affairs  in 
1824  and  1829,  or  suppose  that  others  have  done  so. 
By  reference  to  a speech  delivered  by  Mr.  Clay  in 
congress  during  the  former  period,  and  to  an  article 
copied  by  us  a short  time  since  from  the  Baltimore 
Chronicle,  published  in  July  1829,  it  may  be  per- 
ceived that  a state  of  things  existed  at  both  those 
periods,  very  much  resembling  the  present.  There 
was,  it  is  true,  no  suspension  of  specie  payments 
by  the  banks;  but  as  the  complaints  respecting  the 
pressure  for  the  want  of  money  and  the  destruction 
of  business  were  then  as  loud  and  deep  as  they 
have  since  been,  the  fact  that  the  banks  did  not  then 
suspend  specie  payments  was  probably  more  the 
result  of  their  presuming  less  upon  the  patience  of 
the  people,  and  of  their  being  less  hardened,  than 
they  have  since  become,  than  from  any  other  cause. 
There  had  not  then  been  such  strenuous  efforts  made 
in  favor  of  a bloated  credit  system  as  there  have 
since  been.  Although  the  evils  then  resulted  from 
strainingcredit  beyond  t he  point  of  endurance,  there 
were  but  few  or  none  who  were  so  silly  and  reck- 
less as  to  attempt  to  justify  and  perpetuate  it,  after 
having  witnessed  the  consequences  it  had  produced. 
There  was  then  a national  bank  in  existence  and  a 
protective  tariff  in  operation.  II  they  are  calculat- 
ed to  produce  such  beneficial  effects,  why  did  they 
not  then  produce  them?  The  reason  they  did  not 
is  that  those  evils  then  resulted  from  other  causes, 
and  the  causes  which  have  produced  them  now'  are 
the  very  same  that  they  then  were.  The  great  cause 
of  all  the  evils  then  and  more  recently  has  been  over- 
action. The  banks  have  extended  their  issues  be- 
yond the  bounds  of  prudence.  Speculations  have 
been  carried  on  to  the  most  enormous  extent.  There 
has  been  an  immense  amount  of  overtrading.  Men 
v.ho  were  formerly  content  to  live  in  a moderate 
style,  enjoying  the  ordinary  comforts  and  conveni- 
ences of  life,  upon  the  fruits  of  regular  and  safe  busi- 
ness, having  determined  to  live  in  a style  resembling 
princes  without  the  means  to  afford  it,  have  under- 
taken to  change  their  business  to  correspond  with 
their  different  style  of  living,  without  the  means  to 
them  to  sustain  the  change.  This  led  them  into  a 
dependence  upon  the  banks  to  support  them  in  their 
changed  course  of  business  and  altered  style  of  liv- 
ing. They  obtained  accommodations  which  they 
expected  would  not  only  be  perpetual,  but  would 
be  increased  in  case  occasion  called  for  it.  For  a 
time  they  floated  on  as  pleasantly,  and  as  they 
thought  as  prosperously  as  did  cardinal  Woolsey, 
when  basking  in  the  sunshine  of  a monarch’s  smiles 
and  a monarch’s  (avor.  This  was  the  boasted  cre- 
dit system  of  the  whigs  and  conservatives,  and  those 
who  were  participating  in  it  considered  it  a most 
delightful  system — a system  by  means  of  which 
they  were  enabled  to  obtain  immense  fortunes  in  a 
very  few  years,  instead  of  being  compelled  to  plod 
on  in  the  old  fashioned  style  for  a competence  and 
slowly  but  regularly  increasing  store.  But  the 
straining  of  credit  beyond  the  bounds  of  prudence, 
like  the  stretching  ot  a chain  beyond  its  strength, 
at  length  brought  disaster,  and  they  have  found  the 
bubble  credit  as  frail  a3  did  cardinal  Woolsey  the 
favors  of  his  prince,  when  the  latter  bad  no  further 
occasion  lor  his  services.  These  have  been  the 
causes  which  have  produced  the  present  state  of 
affairs,  as  they  did  the  state  of  affairs  which  existed 
in  1824  and  1829,  and  not  the  want  of  a protective 
tariff  or  the  want  of  a national  bank. 


INVENTIONS,  EXPERIMENTS,  IMPROVE- 
MENTS, ARTIZANS,  &c. 

The  French  minister  of  commerce  offers  a prize 
of  36,000  francs  to  any  person  who  will  deliver  five 
hundred  reams  of  paper  from  which  common  ink 
cannot  be  effaced  by  chemical  process.  This  is  for 
the  protection  of  commerce  against  the  alteration 
of  bills  of  exchange,  a frequent  species  of  forgery. 
A letter  from  a Mr.  Adouard,  announcing  the  dis- 
covery, has  been  read  to  the  academy  of  science, 
by  Mr.  Flonrens,  the  perpetual  secretary,  but  he 
declines  to  compete  for  the  prize,  as  he  is  not 
tempted  to  become  a paper  manufacturer  for  the 
delivery  of  the  article. 

Blowing  rocks.  It  is  said  that  Mr.  Vavnager,  a 
German,  in  the  Brazils,  has  made  the  important  dis- 
covery that  sawdust,  particularly  of  soft  wood), 
mixed  with  gunpowder,  in  equal  parts,  has  thrice 
the  strength  of  gunpowder  alone,  when  used  in 
blowing  up  rocks. 

Photographic  plate.  There  was,  on  Tuesday,  ex- 
hibited to  us  a photographic  plate  of  tile  central 
high  school,  taken  by  Joseph  Sexton.  It  is  the 


first  attempt,  and  is  sufficiently  successful  to  de- 
monstrate the  beauty  of  the  art  when  perfected; 
and  we  add  that  the  success  also  shows  the  art  to 
be  quite  susceptible  of  great  and  immediate  im- 
provement, [ Phila . U.  S.  Gazette. 

Berths.  A new  mode  of  constructing  berths  on 
board  of  ships  has  been  devised  by  which  a level 
position  is  always  preserved,  notwithstanding  the 
rolling  of  the  vessel.  The  design  is  said  to  be  very 
simple,  and  the  space  required  13  not  greater  than 
that  which  ordinary  berths  occupy.  The  inventor 
of  thi3  useful  contrivance  is  Mr.  Arthur  Guiness, 
a native  of  Dublin,  well  known  in  this  country  as 
an  able  machinist.  If  the  plan  of  these  new  berths 
shall  be  found  to  succeed  fully,  Ihe  discovery  will 
be  one  of  no  small  importance  to  all  passengers 
subject  to  sea  sickness. 

It  appears  from  the  following  from  an  Edinburg 
paper,  that  a company  in  that  city  have  possessed 
themselves  of  Mr.  Morse’s  discovery  of  cerography: 

Cerography.  A company  in  Edinburgh  have  ob- 
tained a patent  for  a new  method  ofengraving,  which 
promises  to  be  of  the  utmost  importance  in  facili- 
tating and  cheapening  the  productions  of  (hat  art. 
It  is  the  invention  of  a gentleman  in  London;  but, 
though  it  has  for  some  time  been  in  use  in  America, 
it  has  never  yet  been  practised  to  any  extent  in 
this  country.  Several  specimens  of  engravings, 
executed  under  the  new  process,  having  been 
shown  us,  we  can  confidently  add  our  testimony  to 
the  value  of  the  invention.  It  has  a decided  im- 
provement upon  wood  engraving,  and  possesses  al- 
most, if  not  altogether,  the  delicacy  of  that  of  cop- 
per. The  process  is  an  exceedingly  simple  one. — 
A thin  paste  is  spread  over  the  surface  of  a sheet 
of  copper  or  steel;  the  lines  of  the  picture  to  be 
copied  are  drawn  upon  this  paste,  and  a stereotype 
plate  immediately  taken  therefrom.  We  under- 
stand that  good  judges  are  quite  sanguine  of  the 
success  of  the  invention.  [ Scotsman . 

Rival  to  ihe  daguerreotype.  Leipmann,  an  artist 
of  Berlin,  has  invented  a machine  for  obtaining 
correct  copies  of  oil  colored  pictures,  which  is  said 
to  be  not  less  ingenious  than  the  daguerreotype  — 
The  particulars  of  the  invention  are  not  given. — 
He  produced  with  his  machine,  in  one  of  the  rooms 
of  the  royal  museum,  and  in  presence  of  the  direc- 
tors, 110  copies  of  Rembrandt’s  portrait,  painted  by 
himself — a picture,  the  copying  of  which  in  the 
usual  way  presents  the  utmost  difficulty,  according 
to  the  opinion  of  all  painters.  Leipmann’s  copies 
are  said  to  be  perfect,  and  to  give  the  utmost  deli- 
cate shades  of  color. 

Electro  magnetism.  Clinton  Roosevelt,  esq.  an- 
nounces in  the  New  York  Evening  Post  that  he  lias 
invented  a new  electro  magnetic  machine,  which 
overcomes  entirely  the  difficulties  encountered  in 
the  operation  of  Davenport’s,  so  that  now  the  elec- 
tro magnetic  power  may  be  increased  beyond  any 
assignable  limits. 

Wire  ponies.  A new  invention  has  been  made 
by  Mr.  Josiah  White,  of  Philadelphia,  and  put  in 
operation  for  tiial,  on  the  canal  at  this  place,  for 
the  purpose  of  towing  boats  by  power.  The  con- 
struction is  simple  arid  works  well,  and  should  it 
be  found  to  answer  as  good  a purpose  for  a longer 
distance,  (and  we  have  no  doubt  but  it  will)  as  it 
does  for  the  half  mile  under  the  experiment,  its  ad- 
vantages will  be  incalculable. 

\_Mmich  Chunk  Courier. 

We  understand  the  “wire  ponies”  mentioned 
above,  consist  of  water  wheels  placed  at  the  different 
locks,  on  which  the  water,  usually  running  round  the 
locks,  to  feed  the  lower  levels,  is  suffered  to  flow, 
and  thus  a power  is  created  to  drive  endless  wires, 
reaching  the  whole  length  of  each  level,  supported 
by  rollers  at  proper  distances.  To  these  wires  the 
boats  passing  in  either  direction  are  attached,  and 
thus  towed  from  lock  to  lock.  It  is  expected  by 
having  an  extra  man  at  each  lock,  that  the  boats 
will  require  only  one  hand  to  steer  them,  and  thus 
the  expense  of  the  other  hands  and  the  animal 
power  will  be  saved.  [U.  S.  Gazelle. 

Atmospheric  resistance.  Dr.  Lardner  communi- 
cated the  results  of  some  experiments  to  ascertain 
the  resistance  of  the  atmosphere  to  railway  trains 
when  in  motion.  There  was  a uniform  tendency 
observed  in  the  trains  to  retard,  showing  a great 
quantity  of  resistance  at  a high  velocity.  He  had 
obtained  the  singular  and  striking  fact  that  the 
amount  against  which  they  had  to  contend  was 
1 -97th  of  the  whole  weight,  instead  of  l-250th  or 
l-300th,  as  had  been  previously  supposed.  It  was 
satisfactorily  ascertained  that  a great  portion  of  this 
resistance  was  owing  to  the  atmosphere — although 
some  of  it  was  in  consequence  ofthe  wheels  acting 
as  fanners — and  hence  the  utility  of  small  wheels 
was  proved  over  large  ones. 
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A new  discovery  is  just  announced.  A Mr. 
Patlon  oti'ers,  lor  a premium  of  $5,000,  to  trans- 
port an  express  mail  between  New  York  and  New 
Orleans  in  15  hours.  lie  proposes  to  do  the  job  by 
a newly  invented  balloon,  with  which  lie  says  tie 
can  navigate  the  air  in  every  direction,  at  pleasure, 
and  travel  at  the  rate  of  100  miles  an  hour. 

[N.  i".  American. 

Arlesian  well  at  Grcnelle.  At  the  last  sitting  of 
the  academy  of  science,  M.  Arago  stated  that  lie 
had  that  morning  been  making  some  thermoinetri- 
cal  experiments  at  the  Artesian  well  at  Grenelle,  in 
order  to  ascertain  the  temperature  at  Hie  depth 
which  had  already  been  attained,  viz:  4S3  metres, 
or  1,534  feet.  When  the  workmen  had  reached  450 
metres,  the  chalk  was  of  a green  color,  indicating 
the  proximity  of  water.  Since  then,  the  chalk  had 
become  mixed  with  clay,  and  of  a dark  color,  a 
still  stronger  indication  that  the  sheet  of  water, 
which  it  is  intended  to  reach,  is  near.  M.  Arago 
used  the  thermometer  of  M.  Walferdin,  and  alter 
having  taken  all  the  necessary  precautions  in  order 
that  the  pressure,  which,  at  such  a depth,  is  equal 
to  50  atmospheres,  might  not  injure  the  bulb,  six 
thermometers  of  the  same  kind  were  successively 
let  down  to  a depth  of  4SI  metres,  care  having 
been  taken  not  to  lower  them  until  36  hours  had 
elapsed,  after  the  boring,  in  order  that  the  heat 
which  this  work  had  communicated  should  have 
subsided.  The  thermometers  were  left  in  the  well 
for  36  hours.  The  heat  at  this  depth  was  27  de- 
grees of  Reaumur,  or  92§  of  Fahrenheit,  being 
about  23  metres  for  each  degree  of  temperature. 
M.  Arago  expressed  a hope  that  no  water  might  be 
iound  for  100  metres  more,  as  in  that  case  there 
would  be  a permanent  hot  spring  at  the  very  gates 
of  Paris. 

Perpetual  motion.  A machine  has  been  invented, 
and  is  now  exhibited  by  two  ingenious  gentlemen, 
in  a room  over  the  post  office,  which,  if  it  make 
not  perpetual  motion  in  the  common  acceptation  of 
the  phrase,  affords  the  nearest  approach  to  it,  of  any 
thing  of  the  kind,  perhaps,  ever  yet  constructed. 
The  inventors  make  use  of  the  expansive  and 
contracting  power  of  mercury,  under  the  vicissi- 
tudes of  temperature  during  the  night.  They  de- 
posite  in  a bulb  or  reservoir  a quantity  of  the  fluid, 
which,  as  it  expands  or  contracts,  rises  or  falls  in  a 
tube  inserted  ai  the  top.  In  the  mouth  of  this  tube 
is  a piston,  with  which  a strong  spiral  spring  is 
connected  like  a watch  spring,  and  w hich  is  wound 
up,  by  every  change  in  the  volume  of  the  mercury, 
whether  it  be  enlarged  or  diminished.  This  spring 
keeps  a pendulum  in  perpetual  motion. 

The  expansive  power  of  mercury,  has.  perhaps, 
never  been  calculated.  It  is  probabiy  equal  to  gun- 
powder. By  the  use  of  levers  and  the  distribution 
of  power  acquired  by  the  changes  in  a body  of 
mercury,  subject  to  the  natural  variation  of  tempe- 
rature of  day  and  night,  we  think  it  highly  proba- 
ble that  machinery  for  light  and  delicate  purposes, 
such  as  clocks,  silk  reelers,  &c.  might  be  kept  in 
constant  motion,  so  long  as  the  materials  will  last,  at 
a very  trifling  expense.  Indeed,  we  think  it  demon- 
strable, that  so  long  as  (he  present  laws  of  nature  en- 
dure, the  continuity  of  motion  in  a machine  of  this 
sort,  will  be  equal  to  the  durability  of  the  metals  of 
which  it  is  made.  We  believe  that  some  such  sug- 
gestion, and  perhaps  experiment,  has  before  been 
made,  btitprobablv  in  no  instance  has  success  been 
so  clear,  and  we  believe  the  idea  is,  so  far  as  this 
machine  is  concerned,  original  with  the  proprietors. 

[Cm.  Whig. 

Galvanic  telegraph.  We  observe  (hat  the  ma- 
nagers of  the  Great  Western  railway  have  already 
adopted  the  new  galvanic  mode  of  communicating 
intelligence  upon  their  road.  The  following  de- 
ecription  is  from  a London  paper;  and  the  Liver- 
pool Mercury,  in  introducing  if,  states  that  the  rate 
at  which  the  electric  fluid  travels  has  been  disco- 
vered, by  accurate  experiment,  to  be  not  les3  than 
200,000  miles  in  a single  second  of  time! 

“The  space  occupied  by  the  case  containing  the 
machinery  (which  simply  stands  upon  a tabled  and 
can  be  removed  at  pleasure  to  any  part  of  the  room) 
i3  little  more  than,  that  required  for  a gentleman’s 
hat  box.  The  telegraph  is  worked  by  merely 
pressing  small  brass  keys,  (similar  to  those  on  a 
keyed  bugle),  which,  acting  (by  means  of  galvanic 
power)  upon  various  hands  placed  upon  a dial-plate 
at  the  other  end  of  the  telegraphic  line,  as  far  as 
now  opened,  point  not  only  to  each  letter  of  the 
alphabet,  as  each  key  may  be  struck  or  pressed, 
but  the  numericals  are  indicated  by  the  same 
means,  as  well  as  the  various  points,  from  a comma 
to  a colon,  with  notes  of  admiration  and  interjec- 
tion. There  is  likewise  a cross  fx)  upon  the  dial, 
which  indicates  that  when  this  key  is  struck  a 
mistake  has  been  made  in  some  part  of  the  sen- 1 


fence  telegraphed,  and  that  an  erasure  is  intended. 
A question — such,  for  instance,  as  the  following: 
‘How  many  passengers  started  from  Drayton  by  the 
ten  o’clock  train?’ — and  the  answer,  could  be  trans- 
mitted from  the  terminus  to  Drayton  and  back  in 
less  than  two  minutes.  This  was  proved  on  Sa- 
turday. This  mode  of  communication  is  only  com- 
pleted as  far  as  the  west  Drayton  station,  which  is 
about  thirteen  miles  and  a hall  from  Paddington. 
There  are  wires  (as  may  be  imagined)  communi- 
cating with  each  end,  thus  far  completed,  passing 
through  a hollow  iron  tube,  not  more  than  an  inch 
and  a half  in  diameter,  which  is  fixed  about  six 
inches  above  the  ground,  running  parallel  with  the 
railway,  and  about  Iwo  or  thiee  feet  distant  from  it. 
It  is  the  intention  of  the  Great  Western  railway 
company  to  carry  the  tube  along  the  line  as  fast  as 
completion  of  the  rails  takes  place,  and  ultimately 
throughout  the  whole  distance  to  Bristol.  The 
machinery,  and  the  mode  of  working  it,  are  so  ex- 
ceedingly simple  that  achild  who  could  read  would, 
after  an  hour  or  two’s  instruction,  be  enabled  to 
transmit  and  receive  information:” 

Printing.  A discovery  of  much  importance  is 
alluded  to  in  our  late  English  papers. 

The  Messrs.  Dupont,  of  Paris,  have  invented  a 
new  process,  by  which  copies  of  old  or  new  hooks, 
engravings,  Ike.  can  be  multiplied  to  any  number. 
This  is  effected  by  spreading  a secret  composition 
over  the  page  or  engraving  of  which  copies  are 
wanted,  which  is  then  laid  lace  doumwards,  on  the 
litherographic  stone,  and  by  a powerful  pressure, 
the  stone  retains,  “with  scrupulous  precision,”  the 
printed  characters  of  the  original  page  or  engrav- 
ing. “It  is  then  covered,”  says  the  account, 
“with  the  same  preparation,  ami  it  may  then  print 
thousands  of  copies,  by  the  ordinary  processes  of 
every  sort  of  lithography.  Five  minutes  suffice 
for  both  operations.  The  original  engraving  may 
be  restored  to  the  portfolio  which  suppled  it,  for  it 
has  not  been  in  the  slightest  degree  injured:  the 
book,  thus  wholly  reprinted,  may  undergo  another 
binding,  and  honorably  resume  its  place  in  your 
library.” 

The  page  of  a book,  newspaper,  or  an  engraving, 
while  the  oily  ink  is  still  wet,  but  only  then  can  be 
transferred  to  stone,  and  by  this  means  reproduced 
to  any  number.  This  is  practised  in  many  places 
by  lithographers;  but  hitherto  it  has  been  found 
impracticable  to  transfer  prints  after  the  ink  or  oily 
suostance  has  evaporated. 

The  Dumfries  Courier,  on  the  other  hand,  attri- 
butes the  discovery  to  Mr.  Ambrose  Blanklock,  a 
surgeon  of  that  place,  who,  in  a letter  alluding  to 
the  matter,  says: 

“I  believe — but  my  specimens  must  speak  for 
themselves — that  I had  already  brought  this  novel 
and  important  art  to  perfection;  and  it  is  quite  im- 
possible to  foresee  its  effects  upon  literature  and 
the  fine  arts.  Foreign  works  and  engravings  may, 
in  this  manner,  be  reprinted  ori  (heir  arrival  here, 
without  the  expense  of  setting  up  types  or  engrav- 
ing plates.  In  the  same  way  our  own  books,  the 
copyright  of  which  has  expired,  may  be  re-issued 
at  a rate  which  the  cheapest  of  our  reprints  would 
fail  to  compete  with.  Bibles,  &c.  in  the  Indian 
language,  and  in  others  whose  characters  are  so 
outre  as  to  defy  the  art  of  the  type  cutter,  might, 
when  once  printed  by  the  ordinary  process  of  li- 
thography, be  reproduced  so  readily  as  to  make  the 
want  of  type  a matter  of  little  moment  Conside- 
rable benefit  will  in  all  probability,  accrue  to  our 
potteries.  At  present  the  number  of  designs  which 
ornament  the  wares  is  very  limited,  as  the  engrav- 
ed plates  from  which  the  recent  impressions  are 
transferred  to  the  biscuit  are  so  high  priced  that  a 
great  variety  of  them  cannot  be  kept  by  the  china 
manufacturer.  But,  desirable  as  it  may  be  when 
applied  as  above  mentioned,  I think  it  will  be 
found  of  still  greater  importance  in  reprinting  lo- 
garithmic tables,  and  other  sets  of  calculations,  on 
the  accuracy  of  which,  when  applied  to  naviga- 
tion, thousands  of  lives,  and  the  security  of  so  much 
valuable  property,  constantly  depend.” 


LAW  CASES. 

The  average  uninber  of  persons  committed  or  bail- 
ed to  take  their  trial  before  the  tribunals  of  England 
and  Wales,  for  the  last  five  years  was  22,174.  Ma- 
licious offences  against  property  had  decreased  36 
percent. — while  offences  against  properly,  with  vio- 
lence, had  increased  seven  per  cent. — and  against 
properly,  wuthout  violence,  together  with  forgery,  &c. 
nineteen  per  cent. 

The  tribunal  commerce  of  the  Seine  has  given  a 
judgment  annulling  twelve  promisory  notes,  amount- 
ing to  56,423  francs,  on  the  ground  of  their  having 
been  given  fordifferences  on  operations  at  the  Bourse, 
thus  presenting  the  character  of  gambling  in  the  pub- 
lic funds, 


Within  a few  days  there  have  been  no  less  than 
six  convictions  for  passing  counterfeit  money  in  the 
criminal  court  of  Philadelphia. 

The  case  of  Dr.  Dyott.  The  following  motion  was 
made  on  Saturday  last  by  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll,  esq. 
before  the  judges  of  the  court  of  criminal  sessions: 

“A  rule  to  show  cause  was  entered  why  the  in- 
dictment in  this  case  should  not  be  quashed  and  the 
defendant  discharged  Irom  imprisonment.  The  rule 
was  made  returnable  on  the  26lh  inst.  when  it  will 
be  fully  argued.  [Poulson. 

Lieut.  Meade,  of  the  U.  S.  brig  Washington,  has 
instituted  a suit  for  slander  against  Lewis  Tappan, 
and  lays  his  damages  at  $50,000.  The  ground  of 
the  suit  is  in  Mr.  Tappan’s  assertion  that  the  lieu- 
tenant secreted  money  found  on  board  the  Amistad. 

Sentence  of  "general  Van  Renselaer."  We  learn 
from  the  Albany  daily  Advertiser,  that  Rensselaer 
Van  Rensselaer,  convicted  of  setting  on  foot  a mili- 
tary expedition  in  the  United  Slates,  against  a fore- 
ign power,  was  sentenced  to  six  months  imprison- 
ment in  the  county  jail,  and  to  pay  a fine  of  $250. 

In  the  court  of  criminal  sessions  yeslerday,  16 
cases  were  disposed  of  by  the  petit  jury,  and  36 
bills  found  by  the  grand  jury,  making  in  all  303  bills 
found  by  the  grand  jury  during  the  present  term. 
There  seems  to  be  no  suspension  of  business  in  Ibis. 

[Phil.  Pennsylvanian. 

There  might  be  some  suspension  to  some  of  the 
subjects — a suspension  without  resumption. 

The  trial  of  Barney  Corse  and  others,  of  New 
York,  who  were  indicted  as  accessories  after  the 
fact,  in  the  robbery  of  Mr.  John  P.  Darg,  of  New 
Orleans,  of  some  $3,000  in  money,  and  Hie  abduc- 
tion of  the  slave  Tom  Hughes,  who  was  convicted 
ofthe  robbery  and  is  now  in  the  state  prison,  is  at 
present  going  on  at  New  York.  In  a former  trial  of 
the  same  parties,  the  jury  could  not  agree. 

At  the  late  term  of  the  Warren,  N.  C.  superior 
court,  Thomas  H.  Christmas  was  convicted  ofthe 
murder  ot  Richard  Davis.  The  respectable  standing 
of  the  parties  and  the  brutality  of  the  murder  excit’ 
ed  unusual  interest.  The  plea  of  insanity  urged  in 
defence  ofthe  prisoner  was  not  admitted. 

Nichols,  the  editor  of  the  Buffalonian,  lias  been 
liberated  from  prison,  where  he  had  been  confined 
lor  a libel.  He  had  paid  his  fine  of  150  dollars  out 
of  the  proceeds  of  a benefit  given  him  at  the  thea- 
tre, the  net  receipts  of  which  were  1,150  dollars. 
Judge  Stryker  who  sentenced  Nichols,  has,  it  is  as- 
serted, been  since  indicted  lor  embezzling  1,600  dol- 
lars of  Indian  annuity  money. 

Case  of  ejectment.  In  the  case  of  the  heirs  of 
c ipt.  Chase,  deceased,  vs.  Delaroche  and  his  wife 
a verdict  was  rendered  for  the  plainlirTs.  Exceptions’ 
have  been  filed,  and  the  case  will  be  carried  lo  the 
court  of  appeals.  This  decision  involves  the  title  to 
valuable  property  on  Fell’s  Point. 

Cecil  county  court  commenced  its  fall  session  on 
the  21st  instant  an  Elkton.  Among  the  important 
cases  which  will  come  up  for  trial  is  a suit  brought 

by Johnson  against  (he  Philadelphia  and  B,l- 

tiinore  rail  road  company,  in  which  the  plaintiff  ’s 
claim,  we  understand,  is  laid  at  the  moderate  sum 
ol  $240,000!  [American. 

Perjury  and  false  bail.  In  the  city  court,  on  Wed- 
nesday, a man  named  John  Nelson  Malloy  was  con- 
victed of  perjury.  Malloy,  it  appears,  offered  him- 
self as  bail  for  the  appearance  of  a counterfeiter  nam- 
ed Brown,  who  was  lying  in  jail,  and  having  sworn 
that  he  was  worth  $1,000,  was  accepted.  “Brown 
was  then  released,  and  absconded,  and  Malloy  was 
found  to  be  worth  nothing.  The  court  sentenced 
him,  most  justly,  to  seven  years’ labor  in  the  peni- 
te,,tiary-  [Balt.  Amer. 

District  court  ofthe  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia 

Before  judge  Stroud.  George  Webb,  vs.  Edwaid 
Mac  kin  ley,  doing  business  under  the  firm  of  Mary 
Mackinley.  Assumpsit  to  recover  $497  70.  i 

This  was  an  action  brought  on  a promissory  note 
signed  by  Mary  Mackinley,  and  given  for  goods 
used  in  her  store.  Tim  declaration  charged  the  de- 
fendant, as  the  maker  of  the  note,  by  and  under  the 
name,  style  and  description  of  Mary  Mackinley 
The  second  count  charged  him  with  having  made 
the  nole  by  one  Mary  Mackinley,  his  then  agent  in 
that  behalf  The  only  question  was,  whether  Hie 
husband  of  the  married  woman  could  be  made  lia- 
ble on  a promissory  note  signed  by  her  in  her  ovvn 
name.  The  plaintiff'  proved  the  execution  of  the 
note  by  Mary  Mackinley,  in  her  own  name,  for 
$400  at  six  months,  dated  Philadelphia,  Apiil  21st, 
1335,  and  that  at  that  time,  she  was  largely  engaged’ 
in  business  at  No.  121  Chesnut  street,  in  her*  own 
name.  That  her  husband,  Ed  ward  Mackinley,  liv- 
ed with  her,  knew  of  her  purchases,  and  of  her 
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signing  the  promissory  notes  in  her  own  name.  That 

on  more  than  one  occasion  he  had  assisted  in  put- 
ting away  goods,  purchased  by  her. 

The  judge  then  charged  the  jury,  that  if  they  be- 
lieved, from  the  evidence,  that  Edward  Mackinley 
knew  of  his  wife’s  so  dealing,  and  giving  promissory 
notes,  that  he  was  liable  under  the  pleadings  in  the 
case. 

The  jury  found  a verdict  for  plaintiff,  for  the 
amount  of  the  note  and  interest. 

Counsel  for  plaintiff,  S.  H.  Perkins,  esq. — 
Charles  Ingersoll,  for  defendant.  [ North  Jlmer. 

United  States  circuit  court.  The  court  was  in 
session  on  Thursday.  Judges  Baldwin  and  Hop- 
kinson  on  the  bench. 

A jury  was  einpannelled  in  the  case  of  H.  Babad 
Sc  Co.  of  New  York,  versus  John  Busby,  of  Phila- 
delphia, in  suit  for  balance  of  $1,753  42,  due  on 
goods  delivered;  together  with  interest,  calculated 
at  six  per  cent.  The  original  entry  of  the  charge 
was  proved  upon  oath  of  a clerk,  and  the  case  was 
committed  to  the  jury,  with  a remark  from  judge 
11  twin,  that  although  the  plaintiffs  had  calculated 
i e interest  at  six  per  cent,  the  legal  rate  in  Penn- 
sylvania, yet  to  prevent  any  misapprehension  as  to 
the  opinion  of  the  court  upon  this  point,  he  would 
state  that  if  the  plaintiffs  had  claimed  seven  per 
emit,  the  legal  rate  of  interest  in  New  York,  it 
w . i!d  have  been  allowed  them,  on  the  ground  that 
t . i • contract  was  made,  and  the  goods  delivered,  in 
tha;  state.  The  jury,  without  retiring,  returned  a 
verdict  for  plaintiff’  for  $2,021,  principal  and  inter- 
est, at  six  per  cent. 

Counsel  lor  plaintiffs,  Troubat;  for  defendant, 
Gillion.  [Phil.  U.  S.  Gazette. 

We  learn  from  the  Maysville  Monitor,  that  the 
rev.  J.  B.  Mahan,  with  some  others,  was  last  week 
tried  in  Georgetown,  Ohio,  upon  an  indictment 
charging  them  with  the  forcible  rescue  of  a negro, 
who  had  been  taken  up  as  a runaway  some  two  or 
three  months  since.  A conviction  under  the  indict- 
ment was  the  consequence,  and  the  judgment  of 
the  court,  in  reference  to  Mahan,  was  that  he  be 
fined  three  hundred  dollars  and  imprisoned  for  thirty 
days. 

The  Monitor  makes  the  following  just  remarks 
upon  the  proceeding: 

“The  circuit  court  of  Ohio,  has  recently,  in  the 
punishment  of  this  notorious  individual,  manifested 
its  regard  for  the  rights  of  the  people  of  the  south, 
and  a determination  to  maintain  the  supremacy  of 
the  laws  within  its  own  state.  While  the  judicial 
officers  of  the  free  slates,  are  thus  regardful  of  what 
belongs  to  I heir  positions  as  administrators  of  the 
laws,  we  of  the  slave  states  have  no  reason  to  fear 
that  our  peculiar  rights  will  not  be  respected  and 
sustained,  whenever  circumstances,  unfortunately, 
render  necessary  an  appeal  to  their  authority.  The 
punishment  of  such  offenders  as  J.  B.  Mahan,  will 
do  more  to  restore  confidence  between  the  north 
and  the  south,  and  to  allay  the  prejudices  that  have 
unfortunately  aiisen  between  the  two  divisions  of 
the  union  from  that  exciting  question  of  slavery, 
than  all  the  soothing  and  pacific  appeals  to  the  pa- 
triotism of  the  public,  that  could  be  made  from  this 
until  dooms  day.” 

In  Boston,  on  Friday,  Edward  Raymond,  broker, 
was  tried  for  a violation  of  the  lottery  law  of  Massa- 
chusetts, which  forbids  the  sale  of  lottery  tickets. — 
The  principal  witness  against  him  was  Thomas 
Thompson,  formerly  a dry  goods  dealer  in  Washing- 
ton street,  near  Raymond’s  office.  He  testified  that 
he  had  bought,  from  time  to  time,  of  the  prisoner, 
within  a year,  a very  large  number  of  lottery  tick- 
ets, at  prices  varying  from  $1  to  $16  each.  It  also 
appeared  that  he'  had  recently  failed,  and  that  Mr. 
William  Courtis,  to  whom  he  was  indebted  several 
thousand  doilars,  on  discoveiing  that  Thompson  had 
spent  so  much  money  for  lottery  tickets,  made  the 
complaint  in  the  present  case.  Thompson  said  he 
had  drawn  but  few  prizes,  and  those  were  invested 
in  tickets.  It  also  appeared  that  he  was  in  the  cus- 
tom of  selling  goods  below  cost  to  raise  money. 

The  jury  returned  a verdict  of  guilty — rendering 
the  prisoner  liable  to  a fine  cf  $12,000. 

Case  of  Ruiz  and  Montez  ads.  Singweh.  J udge 

In°dis,  of  the  court  of  common  pleas,  gave  his  deci- 
sion in  this  case  yesterday.  It  was  on  an  applica- 
tion to  discharge  the  defendants  on  common  or  no- 
minal bail,  or  to  have  the  amount  reduced.  He  did 
not  undertake  to  decide  whether  the  plaintiff  Sing- 
weh was  or  was  not  the  slave  of  Ruiz,  a point  which 
had  been  raised  by  counsel,  and  which,  if  decided 
in  favor  of  the  defendant,  would  take  away  the 
whole  substratum  of  the  plaintiff s action,  inasmuch 
as  a siave  can  have  no  remedies  by  civil  action 
against  his  master.  He  merely  assumed  at  this  in- 
terlocutory stage  of  the  proceedings,  that  the  plain- 
tiff suffered  under  no  disability  that  would  take 


away  his  right  of  action  against  the  defendant  for 
personal  injury,  without  reference  to  the  disputed 
point  as  to  the  relations  of  master  and  slave,  which 
involved  the  merits  of  the  whole  controversy. 

The  present  questions  were  whether  the  affidavits 
of  the  plaintiff  showed  that  the  defendants  had  in- 
vaded his  personal  rights,  and  whether,  if  that  fact 
were  established,  the  amount  of  bail,  one  thousand 
dollars,  had  not  been  fixed  too  high.  After  a close 
examination  of  the  affidavits,  he  saw  nothing  in 
them  which  implicated  the  defendant  Montez,  in  the 
slightest  degree,  in  any  assault  or  battery  upon,  or 
imprisonment  of  the  plaintiff.  He  w7as  merely  pre- 
sent at  a battery  committed  on  the  plaintiff'  by 
another  person,  but  there  was  no  allegation  of  his 
having  joined  in,  advised  or  approved  it,  either  be- 
fore or  after  its  commission. 

Montez,  could  not,  therefore,  be  considered  a tres- 
passer, either  actually  or  by  implication,  and  there 
was  no  reason  consequently  for  his  detention.  But 
the  claim  of  ownership  by  Ruiz,  and  his  having 
been  present  at  the  trespass  committed  on  the  plain- 
tiff by  anolher  person,  with  apparent  consent,  made 
him  a co-trespasser,  and  gave  a right  of  action 
against  him.  Under  all  these  circumstances  of  the 
case,  the  court  concluded,  “that  the  defendant  Mon- 
tez, be  discharged  from  custody,  on  filing  common 
or  nominal  bail;  and  that  the  amount  of  bail,  which 
the  defendant  Ruiz  is  required  to  give,  be  reduced 
to  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars.” 

In  the  supreme  court  this  morning,  chief  justice 
Jones  decided  the  other  African  case — Fulah  vs. 
Ruiz.  His  decision  is  based,  we  understand,  upon 
the  same  grounds  with  that  of  judge  Inglis.  He  holds 
the  defendant  to  bail  in  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars;  thus  affirming  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
court  and  the  right  of  the  plaintiff  to  have  the  ques- 
tion of  his  freedom  and  the  amount  of  the  injury 
sustained,  passed  upon  by  a jury.  The  amount  of 
bail  required  is,  we  suppose,  of  comparatively  small 
consequence  to  the  plaintiff’s  counsel. 

[IV.  Y.  Post. 

Reach  of  the  revenue  laws.  Much  has  been  pub- 
lished lately  about  seizures  made  by  the  custom 
house,  in  different  and  sometimes  distant  cities — of 
goods  that  had  been  entered  here.  A question  has 
been  raised  as  to  the  right  of  the  revenue  officers  to 
follow,  and,  on  suspecion,  to  seize  goods,  after  they 
have  once  passed  from  the  custody  of  the  proper  offi- 
cers; and  we  find,  in  the  Express,  the  following 
statement  of  queries  propounded  on  this  general  sub- 
ject, to  chancellor  Kent,  with  his  opinion. 

It  is  an  important  and  interesting  matter,  involv- 
ing, as  it  does,  on  the  one  hand,  the  rights  of  indi- 
viduals, and  on  the  other,  the  full  efficiency  of  the  law. 
Chancellor  Kent  is  clearly  of  opinion  that  no  au- 
thority is  given  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States  to 
seize  goods  that  have  been  entered,  and  upon  which 
the  duties  charged  have  been  paid,  and  which  have 
been  delivered  to  the  owners  or  consignees. 

[IV.  F.  jlmer. 

From  the  Express. 

The  questions  submitted  to  chancellor  Kent  for 
his  opinion,  were  as  follow: 

1st.  Whether  under  the  act  of  congress  of  1799, 
the  importer  of  goods  (other  than  woollens  and  cot- 
tons), has  a right  to  require  of  the  collector  the  ap- 
praisement in  the  manner  and  form  set  forth  in  that 
act,  or  when  that  act  is  repealed  by  any  subsequent 
act,  and  where  are  his  present  rights  in  case  of  sei- 
zure or  threatened  seizure?  Or  does  the  act  of  1830, 
sec  3,  apply  to  any  goods  other  than  cotton  or  wool- 
len, &c. 

2d.  Can  the  collector  under  the  68th  sec.  of  the 
act  of  1799,  seize  goods  after  they  have  been  passed 
regularly  through  the  custom  house,  under  the  in- 
spection of  the  proper  officers,  and  paid  the  duties 
thereon,  and  can  the  duties,  on  said  goods,  be  reco- 
vered back  from  the  collector  in  case  of  seizure? 

3d.  Whether  the  onus probandi  lies  upon  the  claim- 
ant of  goods,  according  to  the  71st  section  of  the  act 
of  1799,  unless  the  seizure  is  made  in  pursuance  of 
that  act,  or  can  the  onus  probandi  lie  in  any  case  on 
the  claimant,  unless  the  seizure  be  made  in  confor- 
mity to  the  act  of  1799,  excepting  of  course  woollens 
and  cottons  under  the  act  of  1830? 

4th.  Has  the  collector  any  power  to  charge  duties 
on  what  he  may  consider  the  “ actual  value ” at  the 
jrlace  of  exportation,  instead  of  “actual  cost”  on  goods 
which  are  obtained  by  purchase? 

5th.  Can  the  judgment  of  the  appraisers,  unless  ap- 
pointed under  the  act  of  1799,  be  considered  prima 
facie  evidence  against  the  goods  so  as  to  make  out  the 
case  on  the  part  of  the  government,  and  can  it  be 
sufficient  to  go  to  the  jury? 

Opinion  of  chancellor  Kent. 

I have  read  an8  considered  the  annexed  questions: 

1st.  In  answer  to  the  first  question  I have  to  ob- 
serve, that  I do  not  perceive,  in  the  act  of  March  2, 
1799,  ch.  128,  (being  the  original  and  very  volumi- 


nous act  for  the  collection  of  duties),  any  right  gi- 
ven to  the  importer  of  goods  to  require  the  collector 
to  cause  them  to  be  appraised  by  appraisers.  The 
act  of  the  14th  of  July,  1332,  section  7,  makes  it  the 
duly  of  the  collector,  where  an  ad  valorem  rate  of 
duty  is  imposed  on  any  goods,  wares  and  merchan- 
dises, imported  into  the  United  States,  to  cause  the 
actual  value  thereof,  at  the  time  purchased,  and 
place  from  which  they  were  imported  into  the  l)< 
States,  to  be  appraised.  If  it  be  the  duty  of  the  col- 
lector, under  the  act  of  1832,  to  cause  the  goods  to 
be  appraised,  then  I think  that  the  importer  has, 
under  that  act,  a right  to  call  upon  him  to  perform 
that  duty,  and  the  importer  ought  not  to  suffer  any 
injurious  consequences  whatever  from  the  neglect 
of  it,  The  act  ot  the  28th  of  May,  1830,  sec.  2,  re- 
lative to  appraisers,  applies  only  to  articles  of  im- 
portation subject  to  appraisement,  but  the  subsequent 
act  of  1832  seems  to  be  general  and  unqualified  in 
its  terms  as  to  this  point,  and  to  make  it  imperative 
on  the  collector,  in  every  case,  to  have  the  goods 
appraised. 

2d.  In  answer  to  the  2d  question,  I am  of  opi- 
nion that  the  collector  has  no  right  under  the  68th 
section,  or  any  other  section  of  the  act  of  1799,  to 
seize  goods  after  they  have  been  passed  regularly 
through  the  custom  house  under  the  inspection  of 
the  proper  officer,  and  paid  the  duties  thereon. — 
There  W'ould  be  no  security  in  the  purchase  of 
goods,  and  no  end  to  vexation  and  tyranny  if  goods 
are  not  free  from  arbitrary  or  discretionary  seizure, 
when  the  duties  have  been  paid  and  the  goods  fairly 
passed  through  the  government  officers  into  the  ge- 
neral mass  of  the  circulating  commerce  of  the  coun- 
try. The  act  of  1799  gives  no  color  for  such  an  act 
or  assumption  of  power.  All  the  powers  conferred 
upon  the  collector  under  the  66th,  67th,  68th  and 
71st  sections  of  the  act  of  1799,  evidently  apply  only 
to  goods  while  in  transitu,  and  under  the  control  of 
the  custom  house  department  and  the  packages  un- 
broken, or  if  smuggled  into  the  country  without  pay- 
ment of  duties.  The  right  of  seizure  is  for  conceal- 
ed goods,  or  goods  suspected  to  be  concealed,  and 
which  are  subject  to  duty,  that  is,  in  cases  where  the 
duties  have  not  been  paid.  The  power  of  examining 
invoices,  and  ascertaining  true  entries,  and  the  tFue 
cost  of  goods,  is  when  the  goods  are  sub  judice,  or 
under  the  control  of  the  custom  house,  and  it  is  too 
late  after  the  examinations  are  closed,  and  duties 
paid,  and  the  ordeal  passed,  and  the  goods  delivered 
over  into  the  hands  of  the  importer  or  purchaser  for 
commercial  use,  to  go  on  and  seize  on  suspicion. — 
The  right  of  action  or  the  exerciseof  the  tremendous 
power  of  seizure  and  search,  and  violating  domicil, 
only  applies  either  to  goods  smuggled  or  concealed  or 
suspected  to  be  so,  without  payment  of  duties,  or 
while  the  goods  are  still  under  the  hands  of  the  col- 
lector in  packages  I do  not  see  any  thing  in  either 
the  67th,  68th,  or  71st  sections  of  the  act  of  1799, 
that  gives  the  inquisitorial  power,  except  in  the  two 
cases  I have  mentioned. 

3d.  In  answer  to  the  third  question,  I am  of  opi- 
nion, that  in  cases  of  seizure  the  onus  probandi  i9 
throw  n upon  the  claimant,  when  the  seizure  is  made 
pursuant  to  the  act,  and  that  is  when  there  is  suspi- 
cion (and  that  means  a just  and  bona  fide)  of  fraud 
after  entry,  and  the  packages  unbroken,  or  where 
goods  are  suspected  to  be  concealed  to  evade  the 
duty.  In  other  cases  I do  not  apprehend  that  the 
onus  probandi  is  cast  on  the  claimant  under  the  71st 
section  of  the  act  of  1799,  nor  ought  it  in  justice  to 
be  in  any  other  cases,  and  the  reason  why  it  is  cast 
on  the  claimant  in  these  two  cases,  is  because  the 
conduct  of  the  importer  has  raised  in  the  mindofthe 
collector  reasonable  ground  for  suspicion  of  fraud,  as 
to  the  entry  and  invoice,  or  as  to  the  concealment. 

4th.  In  answerto  the  4th  question, I am  of  opinion 
that  the  duties  ought  to  be  charged  upon  the  actual 
cost  of  goods  obtained  by  purchase,  ifthe  transac- 
tion be  fair,  this  is  the  truest  test-of  value,  and  what 
was  intended  by  the  acts  of  1799  and  1832.  The 
15th  section  of  the  act  of  the  14th  of  July,  1832, 
(the  latest  acton  the  subject)  explicitly  declares 
that  the  ad  valorem  rates  of  duty  upon  eoodsshall  be 
estimated  upon  the  actual  cost,  if  actually  purchased. 
This  is  the  true  value  meant  by  the  actual  cost, 
when  the  actual  cost  can  be  ascertained,  and  the  ap- 
praisers must  take  it  for  the  actual  value.  Any 
other  test  more  against  the  importer  w ould  be  unjust 
and  oppressive,  and  most  unreasonable.  The  posi- 
tive words  of  the  act  which  I have  referred  to  are 
decisive.  The  act  of  1799,  section  66,  made  the 
actual  and  real  cost  of  the  goods  at  the  place  of  ex- 
portation, the  test  of  the  value,  and  upon  this  con- 
slruction  only  can  the  revenue  acts  be  reconciled  and 
made  just  and  consistent. 

5th.  In  answTer  to  the  5thqueslion,  I am  of  opinion 
that  the  judgment  of  appraisers,  unless  duly  appoint- 
ed, is  of  no  moment;  but  if  duly  appointed,  and  they 
be  duly  called  upon  to  appraise  th  e goods,  their  ap- 
praisement would  be  prima  facie  evidence  of  the 
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prime  cost  of  the  purchased  goods,  and  sufficient  in 
the  first  instance,  and  until  rebutted,  to  go  as  evi- 
dence to  a jury. 

I am  of  opinion  finally,  in  reference  to  a part  of 
the  2d  question,  that  il  goods  be  unlawfully  and 
without  due  warrant  by  law  seized  by  the  collector, 
the  importer  has  his  action  of  trespass  or  trover 
against  him  for  the  violation  of  property.  But  if 
duly  seized,  even  after  the  duties  have  been  paid, 
end  before  the  packages  have  been  delivered  up,  for 
fraud,  as  in  the  supposed  case  of  false  and  fradulent 
entries  and  invoices,  I do  not  believe  that  the  impor- 
ter could  recover  back  the  duties  paid.  His  fraud 
would  bar  him.  JAMESKENT. 

New  York,  Oct.  9,  1839. 

MISCELLANEOUS  ARTICLES. 

A handsome  compument.  The  skill  and 
taste  of  Mr.  Samuel  Kirk  have  again  been  called  in 
requisition  for  the  production  of  a service  of  silver 
plate,  comprising  a coffee  and  tea  set,  designed  as  a 
present  to  Mr.  Gideon  B.  Smith,  by  a number  of 
gentlemen  in  Virginia,  Pennsylvania  and  N.  Jersey, 
through  Edmund  Ruffin,  esq.  editor  of  the  Farmer’s 
Register,  Thomas  S.  Pleasants  and  gen.  John  H. 
Cooke,  who  were  appointed  a committee  to  carry 
the  object  of  the  doners  into  effect. 

The  pieces  are  chased  and  embellished  with  de- 
vices in  the  admirable  manner  for  which  Mr.  Kirk 
is  so  celebrated,  and  in  which,  indeed,  we  suppose 
he  has  no  superior.  Each  piece  bears  this  inscrip- 
tion, which  Mr.  Smith  may  leave  to  his  family  as  a 
testimonial  every  way  worthy  of  being  preserved  as 
an  heir  loom. 

“TO  GIDEON  B.  SMITH, 

In  testimony  of  his  early,  disinterested,  and  effi- 
cient services,  In  promoting  the  culture  of  silk  in 
the  United  States,  and  especially  in  making  the  pe- 
culiar value  of  the  morus  multicaulis,  as  the  most 
important  means,  and  inducing  its  extensive  culti- 
vation and  use.” 

Centenary  of  Methodism.  Yesterday,  the 
25th  inst.  was  observed  throughout  the  world  by 
the  Methodist  connexion,  as  a day  of  thansgiving 
and-praise  to  God,  for  the  great  blessings  confer- 
red upon  man  through  the  instrumentality  of 
John  Wesley.  It  is  now  just  one  hundred  years 
since  that  devoted  man  organized  his  first  society, 
and  commenced  an  exposition  of  the  doctrines, 
which,  from  that  eventful  period,  has  been  so  won- 
derfully owned  and  blessed  by  the  Great  Head  of 
the  church — not  only  in  England  and  the  United 
States,  but  also  throughout  the  Christian,  and  in 
many  parts  of  the  heathen  world.  Indeed,  so  sig- 
nal has  been  its  success  towards  the  conversion  of 
the  world,  even  in  the  hands  of  humble  men,  that 
no  unprejudiced  mind  will  deny  it  has  ever  been 
supported  by  the  power  and  favor  of  God. 

[Ah  Y.  Express. 

The  first  Methodist  church  in  America,  was  erect- 
ed 1766,  we  believe,  in  John  street  in  this  city,  and 
is  still  occupied  by  that  body.  At  that  period  there 
were  about  1,10(1  Methodists  in  the  United  States. 
At  the  present  moment  they  number  upwards  of 
seven  hundred  thousand  members.  The  number  of 
ministers  exceeds  3,000  and  local  preachers  5,000. 

A correspondent  of  a Newport  paper  gives  the 
following  notice  of  the  success  attending  the  enter- 
prise. 

The  anniversary  of  the  centenary  in  England  and 
the  United  States  is  most  auspicious,  as  relates  to 
the  future  progress  of  Methodism.  The  means  so 
liberally  placed  within  i's  control,  managed  with  a 
prudence  which  has  ever  characterized  the  sect, 
cannot  fail  of  increasing  still  more  wonderfully  its 
future  success.  In  England  more  than  a million  of 
dollars  has  already  and  much  more  will  still  be  rais- 
ed, as  a thank  offering  to  God,  and  wholly  devoted 
to  the  education  of  pious  youth  for  the  ministry,  for 
superanuated  preachers,  their  widows  and  orphans, 
for  missions  and  other  benevolent  charitable  pur- 
poses. In  our  own  country,  judging  from  the  libe- 
rality manifested  in  New  York,  Baltimore,  Pitts- 
burg, Boston,  Providence,  and  wherever  the  subject 
has  been  agitated,  hundreds  of  thousands  may  also 
be  expected.  With  this  enormous  sum,  also  judi- 
ciously applied  to  the  same  benevolent  purposes, 
aided  by  the  prayers  of  the  seven  hundred  and  forty 
thousand  that  compose  the  church  in  the  United 
States,  if  actuated  by  the  same  spirit  and  zeal  for 
the  hundred  years  to  come,  as  has  been  manifested 
the  hundred  years  past,  who  will  predict  what 
Wesleyan  Methodism  shall  be  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  third  centuary. 

Mission  family  for  Oregon.  It  is  perhaps 
enerally  known  that  the  ship  Lausanne,  captain 
osiah  Spaulding,  will  sail  from  New  York  in  a 
few  days  for  the  Columbia  river,  via  Valparaiso 
and  the  Sandwich  islands,  with  the  mission  family 


bound  to  Oregon.  This  mission  is  under  the  care 
of  the  Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church,  and  was  established  some  four  years 
since,  and,  from  the  last  and  recent  advices,  it  was 
in  a very  prosperous  condition. 

The  rev.  Jason  Lee,  w ho  was  the  pioneer  of  this 
mission  over  the  Rocky  Mountains,  and  who  is  its 
superintendent,  returned  some  months  ago  to  make 
known  to  the  parent  board  the  condition  and  pros- 
pects of  the  mission.  He  now  goes  back  with  an 
addition  to  the  mission  family  of  fifty  persons,  viz: 

Rev.  Jason  Lee  and  wife,  of  the  New  England 
conference. 

Rev.  J.  H.  Frost,  wife  and  child,  of  the  New 
York  conference. 

Rev.  Gustavns  Hines,  wife  and  child,  of  the 
Genesee  conference. 

Rev.  William  W.  Kone  and  wife,  of  the  North 
Carolina  conference. 

Rev.  Alvan  F.  Waller,  wife  and  turn  children,  of 
the  Genesee  conference. 

Rev.  J.  P.  Richmond,  M.  D.  wife  and  four  chil- 
dren, of  the  Illinois  conference. 

Mr.  Ira  L.  Babcock,  physician,  wife  and  child, 
of  Aboca,  New  York. 

Mr.  George  Abernethy,  missionary  steward,  wife 
and  two  children,  New  York  city. 

Mr.  William  W.  Raymond,  farmer,  and  wife, 
Ballston  Spa,  N.  Y. 

Mr.  Henry  B.  Brewer,  farmer,  and  wife,  Wilbra- 
hain,  Mass. 

Mr.  Lewis  H.  Judson,  cabinet  maker,  wife  and 
three  children.  New  Berlin,  N.  Y. 

Mr.  Josiah  L.  Parrish,  blacksmith,  wife  and  three 
children,  Pike,  N.  Y. 

Mr.  James  Oily,  carpenter,  Troy,  N.  Y. 

Mr.  Hamilton  Campbell,  carpenter,  wife  and 
child,  Springfield,  III. 

Miss  Maria  T.  Ware,  teacher,  Gillston,  N.  H. 

Chloe  A.  Clark,  do.  East  Windsor,  Ct. 

Elmira  Phillips,  do.  Sprinfield,  Mass. 

Almira  Phelps,  do.  do. 

Orpha  Lankton,  stewardess,  Hartford,  Ct. 

Thos.  Adams,  Indian  boy,  Oregon. 

Last  evening  a farewell  meeting  of  this  interest- 
ing family  was  held  in  the  Greene  street  church. 
At  the  appointed  hour,  7 o’clock,  the  church  was 
ciowded — every  pew  and  every  aisle  being  throng- 
ed. [A.  Y.  Com.  Adver. 

Toasts.  A public  dinner  was  recently  given 
to  the  hon.  William  J.  Graves  by  the  citizens  of 
Gerrard  county,  Ky.  where  he  was  born.  The  fol- 
lowing were  among  the  sentiments: 

Henry  Clay — Like  the  majestic  oak  of  his  own 
native  forest,  around  whose  head  the  lightnings  of 
political  faction  have  flashed — he  yet  stands  un- 
scathed bidding  defiance  to  the  minions  of  power. 

William  Henry  Harrison — Distinguished  in  the 
field  and  distinguished  in  the  councils  of  the  na- 
tion, we  love  him  only  less  than  our  own  Clay. 

Daniel  Webster — The  able  defender  of  the  con- 
stitution; his  recent  magnanimous  withdrawal  from 
the  presidential  contest  entitles  him  to  the  warmest 
commendation  of  the  American  people. 

A hint.  If  all  the  interesting  anecdotes  and 
reminiscences  of  chief  justice  Marshall  were  col- 
lected and  printed,  they  would  form  a good  volume; 
and,  if  told  with  tolerable  cleverness,  a most  valua- 
ble and  entertaining  one.  Yet  so  much  behind  the 
rest  of  the  world  Is  our  state  in  the  art  of  book 
making,  that  no  one  has  come  forward  even  to  this 
day  to  embrace  the  golden  opportunity.  Had  that 
illustrious  man  been  a native  and  resident  of  any 
one  of  the  New  England  states,  such  a volume 
would  long  ere  this  have  gone  through  its  tenth 
edition,  and  the  newspapers  would  never  have  tired 
with  anecdotes  and  eulogies,  penned  from  recollec- 
tions of  the  numerous  little  incidents  in  his  private 
history,  which  told  of  the  ennobling  traits  of  his 
character,  and  the  simplicity  and  benevolence  of 
his  heart.  A work  embodying  such  examples  as 
might  be  drawn  from  so  pure  and  instructive  a 
source  as  that  of  the  life  of  judge  Marshall,  would 
be  a prize  to  the  present  generation  and  an  invalua- 
ble bequest  to  posterity.  [ Norfolk  Herald. 

Monus  multicaulis.  A Connecticut  paper 
states  that  the  following  sales  of  morus  multicaulis 
trees  have  been  made  within  the  last  two  weeks, 
viz:  20,000  in  East  Hartford,  at  30  cents  a tree; 

50.000  in  Wethersfield,  at  30  centa;  13,000  in  Glas- 
tenbury,  at  40  cents;  2,000  in  Berlin,  at  37j  cents; 
and  a gentleman  in  Farmington  has  paid  45  cents  a 
tree  for  a lot. 

Moreover,  300,000  trees  have  actually  been  sold 
this  season  in  the  vicinity  of  Hartford.  Of  these, 

70.000  have  been  sold  to  go  to  Pennsylvania,  50,000 
to  Michigan,  20,000  to  New  Jersey,  50,000  to  Mas- 
sachusetts, and  10,000  to  New  York. 


What  won’t  a Yankee  do?  According  to  the 
Toledo  Blade,  one  of  the  “universal  Yankee  nation” 
who  has  for  some  time  resided  in  Ohio,  and  no>v 
being  inclined  lo  emigrate  lo  1'  -xas,  i»  finishing  a 
craft  at  Toledo  ol  about  20  tons  burthen,  which  was 
built  ten  miles  from  any  navigable  stream,  in  the 
heart  of  trie  forest,  drawn  to  the  water  by  the  use 
of  oxen  anil  launched.  The  projector  and  the 
builder  intend  fitting  her  up  in  sailing  order  and 
start  for  Cleveland,  where  he  will  unship  her  spars 
and  take  her  rigging  off,  proceed  down  the  Ohio 
canal,  into  the  Ohio  river;  thence  down  to  the  Mis- 
sissippi river;  and  down  that  to  New  Orleans,  from 
which  place  he  will  sail  to  some  port  in  Texa3. — 
No  one  but  a genuine  Yankee  would  ever  have 
conceived  an  idea  of  building  a vessel  such  a dis- 
tance from  the  water,  for  the  transportation  of  his 
family  and  himself  so  great  a distance.  \_Ualt.  Sun. 

Sperm  oil.  The  Pittsburgh  Intelligencer  esti- 
mates the  quantity  of  sperm  oil  sold  annually  in 
Pittsburgh  to  be  from  500  to  600  casks  of  120  gal- 
lons each,  amounting  to  about  $100,000.  The 
editor  “remembers  the  time  well  when  it  was  scarce- 
ly known  or  kept  as  an  article  lor  sale  or  use,  arid 
when  spermaceti  oil  or  candles  were  not  in  our  list 
of  ‘saleables’  or  ‘comforts,’  and  when  the  common 
tallow  candle  or  lard  lamp  was  a luxury,  in  use  from 
the  cabin  to  the  palace.” 

Now  we  are  probably  some  20  years  the  junior 
of  our  Pittsburg  friend, yet  we  can  well  remember 
the  time  when  the  “luxury”  of  “tallow  candles  and 
lard  lamps”  was  hardly  known  in  the  lake  “dig- 
gins.”  The  pile  of  oily  bark,  stripped  from  the 
rough  hickories  of  the  forest,  and  carefully  depo- 
sited each  evening  near  the  cabin  fire,  was  about 
the  only  “luxury”  in  the  light  line  the  western 
pioneers  knew  of  or  cared  about.  How  cheerful 
looked  the  log  cabin,  when  the  crackling  bark  was 
thrown  upon  the  heaped  fire  of  a winter’s  night, 
every  corner  illumined  with  a brightness  more  in- 
tense than  reflected  from  costly  chandeliers!  And 
then  a torch  light  ramble  in  the  dark,  deep  forest! 
Don’t  talk  again  about  sperm  oil  and  spermaceti 
candles!  £ Cleveland  Herald. 

French  sugar  duties  In  a London  paper  of 
August  24,  we  find  the  substance  of  the  ordonnance 
for  decreasing  the  rate  of  duty  on  the  import  of  su- 
gar into  France  from  the  colonies  and  other  foreign 
ports.  According  to  the  ordonnance,  the  tariff  on 
the  importation  of  sugar,  from  the  10th  of  Septem- 
ber inst.  will  be  as  follows,  viz: 

Per  100  kilograms,  imported  in  French  ships, 
raw,  not  white,  from  Bourbon,  2 6f.  50c.  from  Ame- 
rica, that  is,  from  the  French  American  colonies, 
33fr.  white,  from  Bourbon,  33.10;  from  America, 
39.60.  Clayed,  of  every  shade,  from  Bourbon,  49- 
from  America,  58. 

Raw,  not  while,  in  French  ships  from  India,  55 
fr.;  from  other  parts  out  of  Europe,  60;  from  En- 
trepots, 70.  In  foreign  ships,  75. 

Raw,  white  and  clayed  of  all  colors,  in  French 
ships  from  India,  65;  from  other  parts  out  of'Europe, 
70;  from  Entrepots,  80.  In  foreign  ships,  95. 

Until  October  10,  the  reimbursements  of  duties 
paid  on  refined  sugars  imported,  shall  be  made  ac- 
cording to  the  old  duties  which  shall  be  proved  to 
have  been  paid.  After  that  day  only,  according  to 
the  new  duties. 

Revolutionary  hero.  Died,  in  Utica,  on 
Thursday  the  8th  inst.  at  the  residence  of  A.  W. 
Latour,  his  son,  Mr.  Anthony  Latour,  a soldier 
of  the  revolution,  aged  about  86  years  and  6 months. 
Mr.  Latour  was  a native  of  France.  He  came  to 
this  country  with  the  marquis  Lafayette,  during  the 
revolutionary  war,  and  with  him  volunteered  in  the 
service  of  the  states.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he 
became  a citizen  of  the  republic.  For  many  years 
past  he  has  resided  in  that  city.  He  was  an  enemy 
to  tyranny  in  every  shape;  an  ardent  friend  of  the 
liberty  of  man;  and  a uniform  supporter  of  the  doc- 
trines and  opinions  of  Jefferson.  Those  who  knew 
him  while  living  will  long  venerate  his  character, 
and  hold  in  remembrance  his  virtues. 

Counterfeit.  We  learn  from  the  Advocate 
that  counterfeit  twenty  dollar  notes,  purporting  to  be 
on  the  Bank  of  Pittsburg,  have  just  made  their  ap- 
pearance. This  spurious  issue  is  thus  described: 

Vignette,  a female  leaning  on  an  urn  of  flowers;  on 
the  right  hand  border,  a girl  carrying  a pitcher  on 
the  left  a cupid,  differing  from  that  of  the  genuine 

note  of  this  denomination;  dated  January  1,  1339 

Letter  C.  payable  to  E.  Woods,  J.  Brown,  and  pro- 
bably others;  John  Snyder,  cashier;  John  Graham, 
president, — the  whole  appearance  different  from  the 
genuine  notes,  but  well  calculated  to  deceive  per- 
sons not  familiar  with  the  true  notes. 
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Anthracite  furnace.  We  learn  from  the  Miners’ 
Journal,  printed  at  Pottsville,  Pa.  that  the  experiments 
which  have  been  made  for  the  purpose  of  making  iron 
with  anthracite  coal  have  resulted  most  successfully, 
and  a large  furnace  is  now  in  operation,  having 
thrown  out  upwards  of  thirty-five  tons  of  good  pig 
iron  in  eight  days.  The  furnace  is  under  the  charge 
of  Mr.  B.  Perry,  who  sometime  ago  visited  Wales 
for  the  purpose  of  examining  the  mode  pursued  there 
in  making  iron  with  anthracite.  This  gentleman  states 
that  the  yield  of  Ameiricaa  iron  is  much  larger  than 
that  of  the  Welsh,  and  he  is  of  opinion  that  when  the 
necessary  proportions  of  coal  and  ore  are  more  accu- 
rately ascertained,  the  produce  will  be  still  greater.  He 
expects  to  make  this  week  from  forty  to  forty-five  tons  of 
metal. 

The  Philadelphia  Inquirer  states  that  an  anthracite 
furnace  is  also  in  full  operation  at  Mauch  Chunk. 

Austin,  the  new  capital  of  Texas.  This,  the  future 
seat  of  government  for  a mighty  republic — is  growing 
to  be  a town.  It  is  nearly  in  the  wilderness — but  it  has 
already  three  hundred  houses  erected,  and  a thousand 
inhabitants — the  roads  such  as  they  are,  leading  to  it 
being  thronged  with  emigrants  seeking  a new  home. 
The  price  of  board  is  from  fifteen  to  twenty  dollars  per 
week,  and  Indians,  it  is  said,  are  growing  scarce. 

Bank  stock.  United  States  bank  stock  is  quoted  in 
the  last  New  York  papers  at  65  a 66.  Sales  were  made 
in  Philadelphia  on  thedt'n  at  81. 

Banks  in  Tennessee.  The  Tennessee  legislature  on 
the  18:h  inst.  had  under  consideration  propositions  in 
reference  to  the  suspension  of  specie  payments  by  the 
banks. 

Col.  Benton — the  Globe  states,  has  arrived  at  the  city 
of  Washington — also  gov.  Miller,  of  Missouri. 

Bible  society.  The  income  of  the  Bible  society  in 
England,  for  the  last  year,  exceeded  $105,000  being 
the  largest  since  its  establishment. 

Joseph  Bonaparte  and  suite.  The  count  Survilliers 
and  family  have  left  Bordentown,  for  the  winter,  at 
least,  and  perhaps  longer,  lor  Europe.  They  sail  to- 
day in  the  packet  ship  Philadelphia,  with  capt.  Mor- 
gan, who  is  the  count’s  favorite  commander,  and  with 
whom  he  always  crosses  the  ocean.  In  the  family  of 
the  count  are  Messrs.  Thibaud  and  Maillanl,  his  se- 
cretaries, mademoiselle  Thibaud,  Mrs.  Maillard,  and 
the  family  physician,  with  a retinue  of  servants. 

[N.  Y.  Express. 

Brazil.  The  brig  Otrantry  arrived  at  New  York  on 
Sunday,  in  forty-nine  days  from  Rio  Grande.  Capt. 
Duly  reports  that  the  capital  of  that  province  was  still 
besieged  by  the  revolutionary  party,  and  that  several 
engagements  had  taken  place  between  them  and  the 
government  troops,  in  one  of  which  the  latter  had  been 
almost  cut  to  pieces.  On  the  7th  October  capt.  Doty 
made  Pernambuco,  and  was  informed  by  the  com- 
mander of  li.  M.  brig  Emilius  Hunter,  that  the  pro- 
vince ol  Maranham  was  still  in  a state  of  revolution, 
and  that  business  was  entirely  at  a stand. 

Mr.  Calhoun.  From  the  North  Carolina  Republi- 
can, we  learn  that  Mr.  Calhoun,  and  most  of  his  family, 
have  been  seriously  ill  with  the  country  fever  at  Fort 
Hill,  his  residence  in  South  Carolina.  We  are  glad  to 
hear  however  that  they  are  all  convalescent.  [Globe. 

U.  S.  frigate  Columbia,  commodore  Read.  As 
many  as  2J  deaths  from  small  pox  and  dysentery  had 
occurred  on  board  since  she  left  Hampton  Roads  for 
the  East  Indies.  Also  several  deaths  in  the  Adams. 
Eight  of  the  crew  of  the  Columbia  died  at  Singapore, 
and  were  buried  in  a nutmeg  grove. 

Custom  houses.  The  new  custom  house  at  N.  Y ork, 
is  estimated  to  cost  three  millions  ol  dollars,  mid  the 
one  at  Boston  five  hundred  thousand  dollars.  The  ac- 
tual expenditures,  however,  it  is  said,  will  exceed  these 
estimates. 

Hon.  A.  J.  Dallas,  late  minister  to  Russia,  visited 
Washington  a few  days  since.  His  whole  family 
(which  accompanied  him  abroad)  have  reached  their 
home  in  Philadelphia  well,  and  well  pleased  with  their 
sojourn  in  Europe.  [Globe. 

Com.  Domnie.  The  officers  of  the  Is;  United  States 
artillery  at  Plattsburg,  have  had  repaired  the  dilapidat- 
ed moument  erected  to  commodore  Downie,  who  fell 
in  the  action  with  Macdonough.  1 he  monument  was 
erected  by  the  sister-in-law  ol  com.  Djvvnie,  in  Scot- 
land. [N.Y.Star. 

Elephants.  A correspondent  of  the  Maulmain 
(East  India)  Chronicle,  complains  bitterly  of  the  great 
number  of  elephants  which  infest  the  streets.  He 
thinks  they  are  public  nuisances— and  very  much  in 
the  way  when  driving  out  for  exercise! 

Flour.  It  appears  from  a statement  in  the  Commer- 
cial List  that  during  the  year  ending  the  30.h  Septem- 
ber last  there  were  exported  from  Philadelphia  161,0-9 
barrels  flour,  valued  at  $1, 211, 239.  Of  this  amount, 
46  000  bbls.  went  to  England,  33,000  to  the  British 
West  Indies,  28,000  to  Brazil,  25,000  to  the  British 
American  provinces,  and  the  balance  to  various  other 
ports. 

Mr  Fritz.  In  the  district  court  at  Philadelphia,  a 
motion  was  refused  to  reduce  the  amount  of  bail  of 
Mr.  Fritz  a defaulting  collector  on  the  Columbia  rail 
road  from  $40,000  to  common  bail.  The  amount  of 
default  is  stated  at  $38,000. 


Foreign  exchange.  Bills  on  England  have  fallen  to 
104,  5a6,  in  the  N.  York  and  Philadelphia  markets. 
Specie  is  not  likely  to  leave  the  country  in  thisstate  of 
the  market.  We  may  expect  it  to  be  flowing  in  again. 
On  France,  bills  at  of.  50. 

Flour.  Some  thousands  of  barrels  were  sold  this 
week  in  N.  York,  at  $5  50,  small  parcels  at  $5  62  1-2. 

Galveston.  The  Houston  Intelligencer  states  that  the 
yellow  fever  has  made  its  appearance  at  Galveston, 
and  that  a number  of  the  most  distinguished  citizens 
of  the  place  have  fallen  victims  to  its  ravages. 

The  great  elm  tree  in  Woburn.  This  venerable  relic 
of  antiquity,  which  has  for  the  last  half  century  been 
the  wonder  and  admiration  of  the  passer  by,  has  at  last 
yielded  to  the  force  of  time,  and  been  levelled  to  the 
ground.  It  stood  in  the  south  part  of  Woburn,  near 
the  great  road  from  Boston  to  Lowell,  and  was  set  out 
in  1703,  as  near  as  can  be  ascertained — and  consequent- 
ly was  136  years  old.  Its  circumference  at  the  base 
was  24  feet,  and  being  cut  up,  it  yielded  between  19 
and  20  tons  of  timber,  and  8 cords  of  wood,  equal  in  all 
to  18  cords  of  wood. 

Tradition  tells  us  that  on  the  16th  day  of  June,  1775, 
the  day  before  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  a company  of 
soldiers,  then  on  their  way  to  that  memorable  place, 
availed  themselves  of  its  shade  for  rest  and  refreshment. 
Some  of  this  patriotic  band,  perhaps,  there  took  their 
last  meal,  before  sacrificing  their  lives  upon  the  altar  of 
their  country’s  liberty.  [ Boston  Mer.  Jour. 

Independence  square.  It  appears  from  Watson’s  An- 
nals, that  many  years  ago  when  one  of  the  oldest  of 
the  elm  trees  in  this  square  was  cut  down,  it  was  pur- 
chased by  Adam  Ramage,  of  this  city,  who  had  an 
arm  chair  made  from  its  wood  and  presented  to  the 
Philosophical  society  of  Philadelphia,  as  a useful  and 
lasting  memorial  of  that  sacred  spot  and  its  venerable 
trees. 

Jewish  day  of  atonement.  Wednesday  last  was  set 
apart  by  the  Jews  throughout  the  world  as  a day  of 
atonement  to  afflict  their  souls  and  to  humble  them- 
selves before  the  God  of  their  fathers,  against  whom 
they  have  greatly  rebelled.  It  is  the  impression  of 
their  teachers  and  guides  with  that  ol  serious  Jews  in 
general,  that  century  upon  which  they  have  entered 
(A.  M.  5,600  according  to  their  computation),  and 
which  was  begun  last  Monday  will  be  decisive  as  to 
their  hopes  as  a nation-  [ London  paper. 

L’Amistad.  Another  of  the  Africans  of  the  Amistad 
died  on  Monday  last,  at  New  Haven;  making  five  who 
have  died  since  their  arrival  in  this  country. 

Lehigh  coal  trade. — The  shipments  for  the  week  end- 
ing the  24th  inst.  were  6,031  tons.  Total  this  season, 
206,387  tons,  in  4,900  boats. 

Lightning.  It  has  lately  been  ascertained  by  series 
of  ingenious  experiments,  that  the  velocity  at  which 
lightning,  or  the  electric  fluid  moves,  is  not  less  than 
200,000  miles  in  a single  second  of  lime! 

Methodist.  An  item  in  the  foreign  news  says  that 
the  queen  of  Spain  has  decreed  that  no  Methodist  mis- 
sionary shall  operate  in  any  part  of  her  kingdom. 

The  morus  mullicaul.is  market.  A sale  of  166,000 
rnorus  multicaulis  trees  took  place  at  Burlington,  New 
Jersey,  on  Saturday  last.  They  were  sold  at  twenty 
cents  per  tree,  and  were  purchased  lor  Texas. 

Mr.  Robert  Sinclair,  senr.  a few  days  since,  made  a 
sale  at  his  nursery  near  the  city  of  Baltimore  of  four 
thousand  Mulberry  trees  of  the  above  species,  at  ten 
cents  per  foot.  They  are  designed  lor  Indiana. 

Of  80,000  trees  advertised  to  be  sold  on  Monday,  at 
Bu  rlington,  New  Jersey,  about  10,000  only  were  sold 
at  7 1-2  cents  for  small  trees,  and  11  1-2  cents  for  four 
or  five  feet  trees,  the  sale  of  the  remainder  being  stop- 
ped. 

New  York.  The  supreme  court  of  the  state  has  de- 
cided that  the  act  known  by  the  name  of  the  General 
banking  law,  under  which  a number  of  banks  have 
gone  into  operation,  is  unconstitutional.  They  pro- 
nounce such  banks  to  be  corporations,  consequently  re- 
quiring a vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  legislature  for  enact- 
ment. When  the  bill  was  before  the  legislature  the 
question  was  raised,  and  the  opinion  of  the  attorney 
general  was  taken,  who  pronounced  that  banks  under 
such  act  would  not  be  corporations,  and  the  bill  passed 
by  majorities  only.  It  is  supposed  that  an  appeal  will 
be  taken  from  this  decision  to  the  court  of  errors. 

Mr.  Paulding,  secretary  of  the  navy,  it  is  stated,  has 
a new  novel  in  press. 

The  plough  and  the  prow.  At  the  recent  agricultural 
festival,  at  Worcester,  ex-governor  Lincoln,  president 
of  the  day,  offered  the  following  sentiment,  which  was 
replied  to  by  the  gallant  captain  Babbit,  who  was  pre- 
sent as  an  invited  guest: 

“The  navy  of  the  United  States:  May  we  not  be  un- 
mindful, that  if  seeds  of  wealth  may  successfully  be 
sown  on  the  furrows  of  the  earth,  harvests  of  glory  have 
been  garnered  up  from  the  billows  of  the  ocean.” 

Post  notes  continue  to  be  bought  at  12  per  cent,  per 
annum,  for  the  time  they  have  to  run,  payable  at  par 
in  Philadelphia  money.  There  is  also  a new  feature. 
Some  btokers  pay  the  notes  which  are  mature,  in  U.  S. 
bank  bills,  with  ten  per  cent,  premium;  that  is,  for  a 
post  note  of  $10,000,  piyable  in  New  York,  they  give 
eleven  thousand  dollars  U.  S.  bank  hills. 

[TV.  Y-  Jour,  of  Com. 


Gov.  Porter,  is  confined  to  bed  at  Harrisburg  by  se- 
vere sickness.  [North  Amer. 

Quicksilver  mines.  The  Pottsville  Miners’  Journal 
says;  YVe  learn  that  several  gentlemen  of  this  borough 
have  discovered  a mine  of  quicksilver,  on  the  north 
side  of  the  Blue  Mountain.  We  have  seen  some  of 
the  quicksilver  which  was  obtained  from  a spring  run- 
ning from  a rock,  which  is  pronounced  by  judges  to 
be  of  an  excellent  quality. 

Rohan  potatoes. — Mr.  Wm  .Trippe,  of  Talbot  county, 
planted  25  Rohan  potatoes,  from  which  he  raised  30  1-2 
bushels,  weighing  70  lbs.  to  the  bushel. 

Mr.  Robert  Lambdin,  of  the  same  county,  planted 
about  the  first  ot  May  last,  five  small  Rohan  potatoes 
weighing  one  pound,  from  which  he  dug  five  bushels 
of  very  large  growth,  weighing  75  lbs.  per  bushel — 
making  an  aggregate  product  of  375  pounds  from  one. 
— We  gather  these  items  from  the  Easton  Gazette — they 
speak  well  for  the  agricultural  capabilities  of  that  fine 
region  of  country. 

Small  change.  The  Delaware  (Wilmington)  Gazette 
states  ihat  in  order  to  make  change  in  the  market  of 
that  city,  on  Saturday  last,  a number  of  the  one  dollar 
notes  of  the  new  Union  bank,  were  cut  in  two  to  make 
fifty  cent  tickets. 

Specie.  $67,000  in  specie,  were  shipped  yesterday 
to  New  York,  per  brig  Mobile — $58,000  of  which  we 
learn  was  from  the  branch  of  the  stale  bank  in  this 
city,  as  a loan  to  the  Merchants  bank  of  New  York,  to 
assist  in  sustaining  it  in  the  present  emergency. 

The  United  States  Gazette  (Pliilad.)  of  the  8th  says: 
In  consequence  ol  duty  bonds  falling  due,  there  was 
yesterday  a large  demand  for  silver,  for  which  as  high 
as  fifteen  per  cent,  premium  was  paid. 

The  packet  ship  George  Washington,  which  sailed 
from  New  York  for  Liverpool,  on  Monday, carried 
out  $135,000  in  specie. 

Steamers.  The  Great  Western  will  leave  New  York 
for  Bristol,  on  the  16th  instant,  and  on  her  arrival  there 
will  be  laid  up  until  spring. 

The  British  Queen  will  continue  to  make  her  trips 
monthly,  leaving  each  port  on  the  first  of  every  alter- 
nate month. 

The  Liverpool  will  also  make  her  trips  through  the 
winter.  The  new  ship  belonging  to  the  same  compa- 
n y , named  the  New  York,  will  commence  her  trips 
early  in  the  coming  year. 

The  largest  steam  frigate  in  the  world  is  building  at 
Pembroke,  England,  and  nearly  ready  for  launching. 
She  is  to  be  called  the  Cyclops. 

Steam  packet  between  St.  John's,  N.  B.  and  Boston. 
The  Boston  Transcript  states  that  a splendid  steam 
packet,  built  at  St.  John’s,  N.  B.  and  intended  to  ply 
between  that  city  and  Boston,  will  soon  be  put  on  the 
route.  She  is  called  the  North  America,  and  is  to  be 
commanded  by  captain  Thomas  Howes,  formerly  of 
the  Eastern  steamboat  line.  The  North  America  has 
been  built  as  a substantial  and  perfectly  firm  sea  boat, 
every  regard  being  paid  to  safety,  even  at  the  expense 
of  speed.  But  she  will  be  a “fast  boat,’’  notwithstand- 
ing, her  model  being  excellent.  She  has  every  accom- 
modation for  three  or  four  hundred  passengers,  of  all 
classes,  and  her  cabin  arrangements  are  superb. 

Temperance  meeting.  A great  temperance  meeting 
was  held  at  Boston  a few  days  since,  and  resolutions 
passed  in  favor  of  the  15  gallon  law. 

Tenerife.  Captain  Pittman,  of  the  brig  Retrieve,  of 
Baltimore,  25  days  from  Tenerifte,  bound  to  Baltimore, 
arrived  in  Hampton  Roads,  reports,  as  we  learn  from 
the  Norfolk  papers,  that  when  he  left  the  island,  there 
were  great  rejoicings,  bonfires  and  illuminations,  on 
account  of  intelligence  from  Spain.  He  did  not  learn 
the  nature  of  the  news,  but  it  was  no  doubt  the  depar- 
ture of  Don  Carlos  from  Spain,  and  the  prospect  of  a 
speedy  termination  of  the  civil  dissections. 

Capt.  P.  states  that  the  brig  Two  Friends,  captain 
Durkee,  fiom  New  Orleans,  and  formerly  the  Gilbert, 
of  Baltimore,  was  seized  at  Santa  Cruz,  by  the  U.  S. 
consul  and  the  Spanish  authorities,  on  suspicion  of  be- 
ing a slaver. 

Tolls.  The  Harrisburg  Keystone  of  the  12.th  inst- 
states  the  amount  received  on  the  Pennsylvania  im- 
provements from  the  opening  of  navigation  to  the  5ih 
of  June,  1839,  and  the  9th  ol  June  1838,  as  follows: 
Amount,  including  motive  power,  for  1839,  $425,521  37 

Do.  do.  do.  183S,  376,543  32 


Increase  in  1839,  $48,978  05 

Vermont  banks.  The  condition  of  the  Yfermont  banks 
on  the  30th  September,  1839,  was  as  follows:  Circula- 
tion $1,956,112;  deposites  $209,410;  funds  in  New  York 
and  Boston  $585,256;  loans  $3,041,502. 

Yankee  seamanship.  The  ship  Jacob  Perkins  arrived 
at  Boston  a day  or  two  since  from  Cronstadt.  Off  the 
coast  of  Scotland,  in  longitude  of  11  degrees,  the  fore- 
mast was  carried  away  in  a squall  close  to  the  deck. — 
Many  good  harbors  were  at  hand  in  Scotland  and  Ire- 
land, but  captain  .Tanvrin,  with  a perseverance  and 
promptitude  which  reflects  the  highest  credit  on  his 
character  as  a shipmaster,  rigged  a jurymast,  and  pro- 
ceeded on  his  voyage,  and  arrived  safe  at  port  in  due 
time,  without  experiencing  any  particular  inconveni- 
ence. [Bos tott  Journal, 
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ccr R E m itt antes  by  mail.  “A  postmaster  may  en- 
close money  in  a letter  to  the  publisher  of  a newspaper, 
to  pay  the  subscription  of  a third  person,  and  trank  the 
lerter,  if  written  by  himself.” — Avvjs  Kendall. 

Some  of  our  subscribers  may  not  be  aware  that  they 
may  save  the  postage  on  subscription  money,  by  re- 
questing the  postmaster  where  they  reside  to  frank  their 
letters  containing  such  money,  he  being  able  to  sa'isfy 
himself  before  a letter  is  sealed,  that  it  contains  nothing 
but  what  refers  to  the  subscription.  [Am.  Farmer. 


IMPORTANT  SUGGESTION. 

Some  very  useful  hints  will  suggest  themselves  to 
statesmen  as  well  as  capitalists,  upon  perusing  the 
following  suggestions  which  are  from  a source  en- 
titled to  the  consideration  of  all. 

American  stocks.  The  late  loan  made  by  the  U. 
S.  bank  for  about  two  years,  and  lor  £800,000  on 
deposite  of  Pennsylvania  and  other  states’  stock,  at 
a price  which  gives  ten  per  cent,  annual  interest  to 
the  subscribers,  shews  what  rate  of  interest  must  be 
paid  to  obtain  any  amount  of  money  on  the  best 
American  securities,  and  serves  therefore  as  a guide 
to  capitalists  here  for  their  purchases  of  state  stocks. 
We  quote  the  last  prices  of  the  principal  securities 
at  which  business  has  been  done,  but  must  add,  that 
even  at  these  rates,  only  small  and  occasional  sales 
are  practicable.  The  continued  fall  in  their  value 
destroys  speculation,  whilst  many  years  will  be  re- 
quired for  real  investments  to  absorb  all  that  is  at 
present  in  our  market.  We  do  not  doubt,  but  that 
such  gradual  purchases  will  continue,  of  the  slocks 
ol  well  known  states  which  do  not  over  issue,  and 
which  faithfully  meet  their  engagements  to  their  cre- 
ditors, as  the  confidence  in  the  resources  ol  national 
honor  of  the  United  States  remains  undiminished  in 
this  country,  as  well  as  the  conviction  that  by  such 
investments,  England  employs  her  annual  surplus  of 
capital  both  safely  and  profitably,  encourages  her 
best  customer,  and  binds  more  closely  the  ties  of 
mutual  interest  between  the  two  countries.  But  if 
the  whole  scheme  of  internal  improvements  in  the 
union  is  to  be  carried  into  effect  on  the  vast  scale, 
and  with  the  rapidity  lately  projected,  and  by  the 
means  of  toreign  capital,  a more  comprehensive 
guarantee  than  that  ol  individual  states  will  be  re- 
quired to  raise  so  large  an  amount  in  a short  time. 
A national  pledge  would  undoubtedly  collect  capital 
together  from  all  parts  of  Europe;  but  the  forced 
sales  of  loans  made  separately  by  all  the  individual 
stales  in  reckless  competition,  through  a number  of 
channels,  render  the  terms  more  and  more  onerous 
for  all,  lower  the  reputation  of  American  credit,  and 
(as  reliance  is  almost  exclusively  placed  on  the 
London  market)  produce  temporary  mischief  here, 
by  absorbing  the  floating  capital,  diverting  money 
from  regular  business,  deranging  banking  operations 
and  producing  an  unnatural  balance  of  trade  against 
this  country.  It  would  seem,  therefore,  as  if  most 
of  the  states  must  either  pause  in  the  execution  of 
their  works  of  improvement,  or  some  general 
system  of  combination  must  be  adopted. 

All  corporation  stocks  are  neglected,  nor  do  we 
bear  of  any  transactions  in  bank  shares,  except  in 
those  of  the  United  States  bank.  We  have  the  ho- 
nor to  be,  your  obedient  servants, 
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Northeastern  boundary . Colonel  Mudge  and  Mr. 
Featherstonliaugh  (the  British  commissioners)  sail- 
ed fi-bm  Quebec  on  the  25th  ult.  on  board  the  sloop- 
of-war  Ringdove.  They  were  to  be  landed  at 
Rkfiouski,  about  200  miles  down  the  river,  and 
thence  proceed  into  the  interior,  aiming  for  Lake 
Metis,  which  is  at  the  northern  termination  of  the 
boundary  line  between  Maine  and  New  Brunswick 
where  the  line  strikes  the  highlands. 

Survey  of  the  boundary  line  belweeen  the  United 
oiaies  ana  me  repuoilu  uj~  rtu-u*.  w*.  ».«. 
this  unsettled  question  is  about  to  be  adjusted. 

The  schooner  Yew  Tree,  chartered  by  Messsrs. 
Bryan,  Austin  &.  Co.  agents  for  the  commissioners 
to  carry  the  survey  into  effect,  sailed  yesterday  for 
the  Sabine,  and  took  out  to  that  river  col.  Conway, 
surveyor  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  Bee, 
secretary  to  the  Texian  commission,  eleven  atten- 
dants, stores,  and  camp  equipage  for  the  w hole  par- 
ty. The  cominmissioners  have  already  gone  on  by 
land.  [Neia  Orleans  Bulletin,  Oct.  22. 

United  Stales  minister  in  Spain. — The  Madrid 
Gazette  of  September  publishes  the  address  of  the 
diplomatic  corps  at  Madrid,  made  by  the  queen  re- 
gent, Christina,  on  occasion  of  the  convention  of 
Begara,  by  wdiich  the  general  of  Don  Carlos  agreed 
to  lay  down  his  arms,  and  thus  terminate  the  civil 
war.  Major  Eaton,  our  minister  at  Madrid  was  se- 
lected by  the  corp3  diplomatic  to  oiler  their  felici- 
tations to  the  queen  regent  upon  this  happy  event. 
He  thus  addressed  her  in  the  name  ot  his  col- 
leagues: 

“ Madam : The  diplomatic  corps  near  your  ma- 
jesty, partaking  of  the  happiness  and  joy  felt  by  the 
Spanish  nation,  at  the  happy  event  which  lias  just 
occurred  in  the  north  of  this  kingdom,  beg  to  pre- 
present to  your  majesty  the  expressions  of  their 
lively  satisfaction  at  the  speedy  termination  of  a 
war  so  painful  to  the  bosom  of  a queen  and  a mo- 
ther. 'l'he  character  ol  clemency  and  reconcilia- 
tion which  your  royal  indulgence  has  wished  to 
give  to  the  peace  that  is  near  at  hand,  will,  we 
hope,  whilst  it  ensuies  the  duration  of  that  peace, 
hasten  the  moment  when  your  majesty  will  see  the 
throne  of  your  august  daughter  surrounded  by  sub- 
jects inspired  w ith  an  equal  sentiment  of  Jove  and 
devotion.” 

To  this  address  her  majesty  replied; 

“The  sentiments  which  the  diplomatic  corps 
have  expressed  to  me  on  this  occasion,  sensibly  in- 
creased the  happy  emotions  which  late  events  have 
excited.  I am  the  more  sensible,  gentlemen,  to 
your  expressions,  that  1 find  in  them,  by  anticipa- 
tion a proof  of  the  interest  which  the  allied  powers 
friendly  to  the  queen,  my  daughter,  will  take  in 
the  happy  events  which  promise  to  establish  her 
throne,  upon  the  fraternal  union  of  all  Spaniards.” 

The  diplomatic  corps  were  subsequently  invited 
to  dine  with  the  queen  regent,  on  which  occasion 
major  Eaton  occupied  the  seat  at  the  right  hand  of 
her  majesty.  [Globe. 

The  Cherokees.  We  learn  from  the  Ozark  Stan- 
dard of  the  21st,  that  the  keeper  of  the  military 
stores  at  Fayetteville,  had  received  an  order  from 
Fort  Wayne,  demanding  a six  pounder  and  200 
rounds  cannister  shot  lor  the  defence  of  the  fort.  We 
also  observe  the  follow  ing  letter  to  the  editors  of  the 
Standard; 

Fayetteville,  Oct.  17,  1839. 

Gentlemen;  The  latest  news  we  have  from  the 
Cherokee  nation,  was  communicated  a few  days 
since  by  a highly  respectable  gentleman  from  Fort 
Gibson,  and  it  is  to  this  efFect;  John  Ross,  (the 
usurper),  had  replied  to  the  demand  of  gen.  Ar- 
buckle  for  the  delivery  of  the  murderers  of  the 
Ridges  and  Boudinot,  in  which  he  stated  that  the 
murderers  were  unknown  to  him — and  that  he  had 
no  objection  to  their  being  brought  to  justice,  and 
that  gen.  Arbucltle  might,  with  the  regular  troops 
under  his  command,  enter  the  Cherokee  nation  and 
take  the  murders  if  they  could  be  found:—  but  if  he 
should  call  to  his  aid  any  of  the  Ridge  parly  or  volun- 
teers, he  would  not  answer  for  the  consei/uences!  This 
reply  is  considered  by  all  as  an  insult  offered  to  our 
regular  army,  and  I trust  it  will  be  so  considered. 
What  course  gen.  Arbuckle  will  take  in  this  mat- 
ter is  unknown;  but  from  his  known  firmness  and 
determination  to  carryout  the  orders  of  the  govern- 
ment in  all  cases,  there  is  no  doubt  bul  that  he  will 


use  strong  and  energetic  measures;  and  that  he  wii 
not  disgrace  his  profession.  Very  respectfully 
your  ob’t.  serv’t,  ****** 

Gen.  Arbuckle  has  made  a request  of  gov.  Boggs 
for  a portion  of  the  militia  of  this  state,  should  he 
find  it  necessary  to  call  them  out,  in  carrying  into 
effect  (he  orders  of  the  war  department,  to  secure 
the  murderers  of  Ridge  and  Boudinot.  The  gov. 
has  issued  orders  to  major  general  Yancey  of  the 
7lh,  and  major  gen.  Lucas  of  the  4th  division  to  re- 
spond to  the  call  of  general  Arbuckle,  whenever 
he  may  make  it  with  a regiment  from  each  of  their 
(livtsons  wnn  me  proper  mimoer  ot  otucers  (only) 
attached  thereto.  [St.  Louis  Bulletin. 

Emigrants.  The  practice  of  importing  into  this 
country  from  Europe  the  refuse  of  her  population, 
which  was  adopted  some  years  ago  by  some  of  the 
authorities  of  Great  Britain  for  a while,  is  now  re- 
newed by  some  of  the  German  stales,  as  will  be 
seen  by  the  letter  noticed  below.  It  is  a tnatler 
which  calls  loudly  for  the  interference  of  our  govern- 
ment. 

A letter  from  the  American  consul  at  Hesse  Cas- 
sel,  as  we  learn  from  the  Newburyport  Herald, 
states  that  the  government  of  Hamburg  deports 
from  time  to  time  those  criminals  who  have  either 
bpen  condemned  for  life,  or  a long  period.  They 
give  them  the  choice  either  to  endure  their  time  or 
emigrate,  in  which  case  the  government  pays  their 
passage. — They  bring  steerage  passengers  from 
Bremen  to  the  United  States,  and  find  them  with 
good  provisions  at  $16  a head  for  each  grown  per- 
son. The  consul  says: 

“This  price  the  Bremen  ship  owners  could  only 
afford  by  always  carrying  a large  number,  to  obtain 
which,  they  had  their  agents  over  the  interior  of 
Germany,  and  induced  the  lower  class,  which  live 
in  a very  impoverished  state,  to  emigrate,  by  mak- 
ing them  believe  that  labor  was  so  much  demanded 
in  the  United  States  that  able  bodied  men  could 
earn  as  soon  as  landed  two  dollars  a day.” 

A letter  from  Mr.  List,  consul  at  Leipsic  says: 
“Not  only  paupers,  but  even  criminals  are  trans- 
ported from  the  interior  of  this  country  in  order  to 
be  embarked  there  for  the  United  States.” 

A Mr.  De  Stein,  formerly  an  officer  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  duke  of  Save  Gotha,  has  lately  made 
propositions  to  the  smaller  states  of  Saxony,  for 
transporting  their  criminals  to  the  United  States  at 
$75  per  head;  which  offer  has  been  accepted  by 
several  of  them-  The  first  transport  of  criminals, 
who  for  the  greater  part  have  been  condemned  to 
hard  labor  for  life,  (among  them  two  notorious  rob- 
bers Pfeiel  and  Albracht),  will  leave  Gotha  on  the 
1 5th  of  this  month,  and  it  is  intended  by  and  by  to 
empty  all  the  work-houses  and  jails  of  the  country 
in  this  manner.  There  is  little  doubt  that  several 
other  states  will  imitate  the  nefarious  practice. 

It  has  of  late  also  become  a general  practice  in 
the  towns  ar.d  boroughs  of  Germany,  to  get  rid  of 
their  paupers  and  vicious  members,  by  collecting 
the  means  for  effecting  their  passage  to  the  United 
States,  among  the  inhabitants,  and  by  supplying 
them  from  the  public  funds. 

The  revenue.  Large  quantities  of  goods  are 
now  in  the  public  stores,  the  value  of  which  is  very 
great,  not  entered  for  the  payment  of  duties.  The 
reason  of  this  it  appears,  is  that  the  ow  ners  are  cer- 
tain that  if  any  attempt  is  made  to  enter  them  the 
collector  will  seize  them. 

By  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  if  any  importer, 
agent  or  consignee  receives  an  invoice,  he  is  bound 
to  swear  to  that  fact,  and  to  enter  the  goods  by  it  ac- 
cordingly. If  he  puls  (he  goods  higher  than  the 
cost,  he  commits  peijury,  for  he  must  swear  to  the 
actual  cost.  If  he  puls  them  at  the  actual  cosl,  the 
collector  seizes  them  because  they  are  too  low!  He 
cannot  demand  an  appraisement  ar.d  pay  the  duties 
on  the  appraisement,  for  that  is  illegal,  although 
sometimes  done  on  small  invoices  by  the  collecloi. 
Besides  an  appraisement  will  not  till  the  coffers  of 
the  custom  house  officers.  Many  of  the  importers 
say  to  the  collector  in  substance,  “w  e cannot  perjure 
ourselves.  Our  invoices  exhibit  the  actual  cost. — 
We  are  willing  to  pay  the  additional  duly  rather  than 
have  trouble.”  But  the  collector  refuses.  He  says, 
“gentlemen,  enter  your  goods,  and  I will  do  as  I 
please.”  The  revenue  of  the  United  States  will  se- 
riously suffer,  as  the  seizures  are  at  present  going 
on.  They  will  stop  (and  have  now  stopped)  almost 
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the  entire  trade  in  woollen  goods.  The  revenne  of 
the  United  States  would  sutler  under  such  a loss  at 
a rate  not  less  than  three  millions  per  annum. 

[ZY  Y.  Express. 


Amongst  the  many  objects  for  which  conventions 
are  resorted  to,  with  a view  of  effecting  extensive 
good,  we  doubt  whether  there  has  been  one  of  more 
real  utility,  than  the  one  contemplated  by  the  meet- 
ing at  Frederick,  of  which,  we  register  the  proceed- 
ings as  being  of  national  importance — and  with  a 
view  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  friends  of  educa- 
tion throughout  the  union  to  the  subject. 

Public  meeting  at  Frederick  on  national  education. 

At  a very  large  and  highly  respectable  meeting 
of  the  citizens  of  Frederick  city  and  county,  con- 
vened pursuant  to  public  notice,  at  the  court  house 
in  Frederick,  on  Friday  evening  the  8th  of  Novem- 
ber, inst.  col.  JAMES  M.  COALE,  was  called  to 
the  chair,  William  Todd,  esq.  was  appointed  as- 
sistant chairman,  and  Washington  Burgess,  secreta- 
ry. Upon  taking  the  chair,  colonel  Coale  briefly 
fho  nhjpft  of  the  meeting-,  anrj  (he 
tary  then  read  the  address  of  the  American  Iyceum 
on  the  subject  of  a national  convention.  The  hon. 
William  Cost  Johnson  thereupon  offered  the  pream- 
ble and  resolutions,  which  will  be  found  below, 
which  he  suppoited  in  a speech  of  considerable 
length  and  great  ability.  He  was  followed  by 
Richard  Potts  and  Nicholas  H.  Pitls,  esq’rs.  who 
also  addressed  the  meeting  at  length  with  much 
force  and  eloquence,  upon  the  important  and  inter- 
esting question  of  public  instruction.  At  the  conclu- 
sion of  the  addresses  the  question  was  taken  and  the 
preamble  and  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted: 
Whereas,  It  has  been  recommended  by  the  Ameri- 
can Iyceum  at  its  annual  meeting  held  in  the  city  of 
New  York  in  May  last,  that  a national  convention 
be  held  in  the  Hail  of  Independence,  in  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  on  the  22d  of  November  instant,  for 
the  purpose  of  discussing  the  various  topics  con- 
nected with  the  subject  of  elementary  education  in 
the  United  States.  And  whereas,  the  governors  of 
the  several  states  in  this  union,  have  by  a resolution 
adopted  at  the  same  time,  been  requested  to  nomi- 
nate or  invite  friends  of  education  in  their  respec- 
tive states  to  attend  said  convention.  And  whereas, 
it  is  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  that  a convention 
such  as  is  contemplated,  will  be  productive  of  emi- 
nent advantage  to  the  cause  of  education,  and  to  the 
physical,  moral  and  intellectual  culture  of  the  pre- 
sent and  succeeding  generations  of  the  American 
people.  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  we  highly  approve  of  the  project 
of  the  contemplated  national  convention  to  be  held 
in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  on  the  22d  inst. 

Resolved,  That  the  governor  of  this  state  be  re- 
spectfully requested  to  nominate  delegates  to  attend 
said  convention,  in  conformity  with  the  solicitation 
of  the  address  of  the  committee  of  the  Iyceum  for 
that  purpose  appointed. 

Resolved , That  the  chairman  of  this  meeting  ap 
point  eight  delegates  to  represent  Frederick  county 
in  said  convention,  and  that  the  chairman  and  as- 
sistant chairman  be  also  members  of  said  delegation. 

Resolved,  That  these  proceedings  be  signed  by  the 
chairman  and  assistant  chairman  and  attested  by  the 
secretary,  and  that  a copy  thereof  be  immediately 
transmitted  to  the  governor,  and  that  they  also  be 
published  in  the  several  newspapers  of  the  state 
friendly  to  the  proposed  object. 

JAMES  M.  COALE,  chairman. 
Wm.  Todd,  assistant  chairman. 

Washington  Burgess,  secretary. 

In  pursuance  of  the  third  resolution  the  chairman 
has  appointed  the  following  gentlemen  to  represent 
Frederick  county  in  the  said  convention,  to  wit: — 
Hon.  William  Cost  Johnson,  Richard  Potts,  esq. 
hon.  Outerbridge  Horsey,  colonel  John  H.  McEl- 
fresh,  Edward  Shriver,  esq.  colonel  Noah  Philips, 
major  Sir  Pratby  James  and  Robert  Annan,  esq. 

ARMY — OFFICIAL. 

General  order.  No.  56. 

Head  Quarters  of  the  army,  adjutant  general’s  office, 
Washington,  Nov.  1,  1839. 

1 Promotions  and  appointments  in  the  army  of 
the  United  States,  since  the  publication  of  “gene 
ral  orders,”  No  38,  ot  July  3d,  1839. 

General  staff. 

First  lieutenant  W.  W.  S.  Bliss,  4th  infantry,  to 
be  assistant  adjutant  general,  with  the  brevet  rank 
of  captain  of  cavalry,  26th  October,  1839. 

Adam  McLaren,  assistant  surgeon,  to  the  surgeon, 
30th  June,  1839,  vice  Clarke  deceased. 

James  Simons,  of  South  Carolina,  to  be  assistant 

surgeon,  Hth  July,  1839. 

First  regiment  of  dragoons. 

Second  lieutenant  Philip  Kearney,  to  be  1st  lieu- 
tenant 22d  July,  1839,  vice  Bowman,  deceased. 

James  A.  Carleton,  of  Maine,  to  be  2d  lieutenant, 
18th  October,  1839. 


Second  regiment  of  dragoons. 

Albert  Loury,  of  Pennsylvania,  to  be  2d  lieute- 
nant, 19th  October,  1839. 

Fourth  regiment  of  artillery. 

Second  lieutenant  Thomas  L.  Brent,  to  be  1st 
lieutenant,  1st  August,  1839,  vice  Ross  resigned. 
Fifth  regiment  of  artillery. 

Spencer  Norvell,  of  Michigan,  to  be  2d  lieutenant, 
20tb  October,  1839. 

John  C.  Robinson,  of  New  York,  to  be  2d  lieut. 
27th  October,  1839. 

Sixth  regiment  of  infantry. 

Second  lieutenant  Langdon  C.  Easton,  to  be  1st 
lieutenant,  23d  July,  1839,  vice  Harrison  resigned. 

Second  lieutenant  Edward  Johnson,  to  be  1st 
lieutenant,  9th  Oct.  1839,  vice  Griffin  deceased. 

Lew-is  A.  Armisted,  of  Virginia,  to  be  2d  lieute- 
nant, 10th  July,  1839. 

James  R.  Emory,  of  Maryland,  to  be  2d  lieute- 
nant, 21st  October,  1839. 

Edward  S.  Osgood,  of  Maine,  to  be  2d  lieutenant, 
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Edward  H.  Fitzgerald,  of  Virginia,  to  be  3d  lieut. 
26th  October,  1839. 

Seventh  regiment  of  infantry. 

Paul  D.  Giesse,  of  Pennsylvania,  to  be  2d  lieut. 
23d  October,  1839. 

James  R.  Scott,  of  Pennsylvania,  to  be  2d  lieut. 
25th  October,  1839. 

Eighth  regiment  of  infantry. 

Calvin  Hetzell,  of  Pennsylvania,  to  be  2d  lieut. 
22d  October,  1839. 


I.  Fort  Dallas,  Capt.  M.  Burk, 


II.  CASUALTIES. 

Resignations. 

First  lieutenant  Edward  C.  Ross,  4th  artillery, 
3lst  July,  1839. 

First  lieutenant  Joseph  P.  Harrison,  6th  infantry, 
22d  July,  1839. 

Second  lieutenant  Milton  A.  Haynes,  3d  artillery, 
30th  September,  1839. 

Second  lieutenant  John  Darling,  5th  infantry, 
15th  August,  1839. 

Second  lieutenant  Woodburn  Potter,  7th  infantry, 
31st  August,  1839. 

Second  lieutenant  John  B.  Shepherd,  7th  infantry, 
17th  September,  1839. 

Assistant  surgeon  Zina  Pitcher,  31st  Aug.  1839. 
Dcalhs. 

Brevet  captain  George  H.  Griffin,  assistant  adju- 
tant general,  at  Tampa,  Florida,  8th  October,  18159. 

Surgeon  R.  Clarke,  at  major  Gamble’s,  Florida, 
29th  June,  1839. 

Assistant  surgeon  T.  J.  C.  Monroe,  at  Fort  Nia- 
gara, 23d  October,  1839. 

Second  lieutenant  Charles  J.  Hughes,  6th  infan- 
try, at  Fort  Frank  Brooke,  Florida,  22d  Aug.  1839. 
Declined. 

Assistant  surgeon  Erastus  B.  Wolcott. 

Second  lieut.  Thoma3  Hunton,  2d  dragoons. 
Dismissed. 

Second  lieutenant  A.  W.  Allen,  5th  infantry,  21st 
October,  1839. 

III.  The  officers  promoted  and  appointed  will  re- 
port according  to  their  promotions  and  appoint- 
ments, and  join  their  proper  stations,  regiments  or 
companies,  without  delay.  The  second  lieutenants 
of  dragoons  and  infantry,  and  the  officers  on  detach- 
ed service,  or  acting  under  special  orders,  will  re- 
port by  letter  to  jheir  respective  colonels,  and 
agreeably  to  their  special  instructions. 

By  order  of  Alexander  Macomb,  major  gene- 
ral commanding-in-chief. 

R.  JONES,  adjutant  general. 
military  intelligence. 

Corps  of  engineers. 

Leave  of  absence  for  three  months  to  lieut:  W.  H. 
Wright. 

Topographical  engineers. 

Major  J.  D.  Graham  appointed  to  accompany  the 
commissioners  to  determine  the  boundary  line  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Texas,  and  to  conduct 
the  astronomical  observations. 

Capt.  G.  W.  Hughes,  ordered  to  Tennessee,  in 
charge  of  the  improvement  of  the  Cumberland  river. 
First  lieut.  T.  J.  Lee,  assistant  to  major  Graham. 
First  lieut.  A.  A.  Humphreys,  on  duty  in  bureau 
at  Washington. 

First  lieut.  J.  E.  Blake,  assistant  to  captain  Wil- 
liams. 

Brevet  second  lieut.  George  Thom,  assistant  to 
captain  Canfield. 

Names  of  posts  garrisoned  by  the  third  regiment 
of  artillery,  now  serving  in  Florida,  with  a list  of 
the  officers  present: 

Comp’y.  Post.  Commanders.  Officers. 

A.  & F.  Fort  Pierce,  Major  Childs,  Lts.  Mock,  Step- 

toe,  and  Taylor; 
assis’nt  surgeon 
Conrad. 


B.  Fort  New  Smyrna,  Capt.  J.R.  Vinton,  Lts.  Rod- 
ney and  Shover; 
assis’nt  surgeon 
De  Leon. 

Lieut.  Sherman; 
assis’nt  surgeon 
Baldwin. 

K.  Fort  Lauderdale,  Lt.  Thompkins,  Assis’nt  sur- 
geon Hughes. 

G.  Fort  Sullivan,  Capt.  Garner,  Surgeon  McLa- 

ren. 

E.  Fort  Cummings,  Lieut.  Brown,  Assis’t  surgeon 

Worrell. 

D.  FortjDavenport,  Lieut.  Wyse. 

H.  Tampa  Bay,  Maj. McClintock,  Lieut.  Board. 
Picolata,  Lieut.  B.  Poole. 

Lieut,  col.  W.  Gates,  commanding  the  regiment; 
lieut.  R.  Ridgley,  adjutant;  head  quarters,  St.  Au- 
gustine. 

Lieut.  Rodney,  and  quartermaster  McCrabb,  both 
of  the  U.  States  army,  died  at  St.  Augustine,  the 
former  on  lhe  ath  and  the  latter  on  the  6th  inst. 

Florida  war.  The  season  lor  active  operationo 
having  returned,  and  the  public  mind,  in  the  army 
as  well  as  out  of  it,  being  somewhat  agitated  by  the 
contradictory  nature  of  the  reports  in  circulation, 
we  have  made  enquiry  that  we  might  inform  our 
readers  what  measures  were  contemplated  in  the 
approaching  campaign. 

Gen.  Taylor,  by  the  zealous  and  intelligent  dis- 
charge of  his  duties,  having  given  satisfaction  to 
the  department,  will  continue  in  command. 

The  troops  now  in  Florida,  are  the  third  regi- 
ment of  artillery,  a portion  of  the  second  dragoons, 
the  first,  second,  sixth  and  seventh  regiments  of 
infantry.  The  third  artillery  having  been  much 
reduced,  will  be  sent  to  the  north,  and  be  relieved* 


by  the  first  artillery,  which  has  been  recruited,  and 
is  now  full.  The  companies  of  the  second  dragoons 
that  arrived  at  New  York  in  the  spring,  beiug  now 
full  also,  will  return  to  Florida,  and  the  regiments 
of  infantry  now  there  will  remain. 

It  is  intended  to  drive  the  enemy  out  of  the  set- 
tlements by  occupying  the  country  within  and 
north  of  a line  drawn  from  Piiatka  to  the  mouth  of 
the  Withlacoochee,  including  Fort  King,  thence 
along  the  western  co’ast,  to  the  Apalachicola,  and 
by  maintaining  posts  as  low'  down  as  the  mouth  of 
the  Withlacoochee.  The  inhabitants  will  be  arm- 
ed, and  the  defence  of  their  firesides  and  neigh- 
borhoods confided  to  them,  with  such  assistance 
from  the  regulars  as  occasion  may  call  for.  The 
posts  on  the  Atlantic  coast  and  at  Tampa  Bay  will 
be  continued,  with  such  others  as  the  commanding 
general  may  find  expedient. 

Experience  having  mournfully  proved  the  im- 
practicability of  forcing  the  Indians  from  their 
swamps  amt  hammocks,  so  familiar  to  them  but 
inaccessable  to  us,  no  further  attempts  will  at  pre- 
sent be  made;  leaving  to  time  and  the  gradual 
spread  of  the  settlements  the  accomplishment  of 
an  object  unattainable  by  arms. 

The  report  so  extensively  circulated,  of  confer- 
ences between  the  secretary  of  war  and  major  ge- 
nerals Macomb  and  Scott,  are  entirely  without 
foundation;  no  such  conferences  have  been  held. 
Equally  unfounded  is  that  of  sending  seven  thousand 
troops  to  Florida,  if  all  our  regulars  now  out  of  the 
territory,  were  taken  from  their  present  stations,  they 
would  not  amount  to  the  number  named.  The 
northern,  northwestern  and  southwestern  frontiers 
are  quite  as  much  exposed,  and  stand  as  much  in 
need  of  defence,  as  does  the  territory  of  Florida. 
There  has  been  no  design  entertained  heretofore  of 
sending  the  eighth  infantry  into  Florida,  its  pre- 
sence being  considered  essential  to  the  mainte- 
nance of  neutrality  on  the  borders  of  Canada.  The 
fourth  artillery  will  be  stationed  between  Cleve- 
land, Ohio  and  Fort  Gratiot;  and  tbe  second  artil- 
lery will  be  divided  between  Fort  Niagara  and 
Buffalo. 

It  is  believed  that  some  additional  small  vessels 
will  be  built  or  purchased,  and  sent  to  the  coast  of 
Florida,  to  prevent  depredations  by  the  Indians 
upon  wrecked  vessels  and  their  crews. 

Connected  with  the  foregoing  remarks,  a retro- 
spect of  recent  events  in  Florida  will  not  be  inap- 
propriate. During  the  last  session  of  congiessan 
appropriation  of  $5,000  was  made  “for  (he  purpose 
of  holding  a treaty  with  the  Seminole  Indiaus.”  In 
virtue  of  'this  appropriation  general  Macomb  was 
sent  to  Florida;  and  being  the  general-in-chief  of 
the  army,  it  was  thought  that  his  rank  would  have 
more  weight  and  influence  with  the  Indians  than  a 


*These  remarks  were  prepared  for  the  Chronicle  of 
October  24;  but  since  they  were  written,  information 
has  been  received  which  renders  it  inexpedient  to 
withdraw  the  1st  artillery  at  present  from  the  Canada 
frontier.  The  third  will  therefore  remain  in  flonda, 
until  the  exigencies  of  the  service  at  other  points  will 
allow  of  its  being  relieved. 
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civilian  could  have.  Gen.  M.  held  conferences 
with  some  of  the  chiefs,  and  finally  entered  into  an 
agreement  (there  was  no  written  treaty)  with  Chitto 
Tustenuggee,  the  acknowledged  successor  of  Ar- 
pi-ucki,  or  Sam  Jones;  (the  latter,  it  is  understood, 
has  never  held  or  exercised  any  military  command, 
but  stands  in  the  light  of  a counsellor  among  his 
tribe).  One  of  the  stipulations  of  this  agreement 
was  the  establishment  of  a trading  post  near  the 
mouth  of  Synabe  river.  The  mission  of  col. 
Harney,  to  carry  into  effect  this  stipulation,  the 
surprise  of  his  party,  the  massacie  of  a portion  and 
the  escape  of  the  rest,  are  familiar  to  all.  Sam 
Jones  and  his  tribe  were  at  the  time  in  the  vicinity 
of  Fort  Lauderdale,  distant  about  100  miles,  and 
have  not  only  denied  all  participation  in  or  know- 
ledge of  the  massacre,  but  up  to  the  latest  advices 
continue  to  manifest  a neutral  disposition  and  an 
intention  to  abide  by  the  agreement  made  with  gen. 
Macomb. 

The  approaching  campaign  then  will  partake 
more  of  a defensive  than  offensive  character,  as  it 
will  bo  coi.r.ncu  tv>  driving  the  Inmans  rruui  me 
settled  portions  of  Florida,  where  they  have  com- 
mitted depredations  almost  without  check.  It  hav- 
ing  been  found  impossible  to  force  the  Indians 
from  their  fastnesses,  any  further  attempt  to  effect 
that  object  would  only  be  attended  with  a needless 
sacrifice  of  life  and  money. 

[jinny  and  Navy  Chron. 

NAVAL. 

The  United  States  schooner  Grampus,  arrived  at 
Portland,  Maine,  on  the  lstinst.  from  Halifax.  The 
United  States  schooner  Otsego,  left  Key  West,  about 
22d  ult.  lor  Tampa. 

Navy  orders — Oct.  22.  Passed  midshipman,  C. 
Hunter,  receiving  vessel,  Philadelphia. 

Oct.  23.  Passed  midshipmen,  M.  Lewis,  W.  S. 
Drayton,  J.  S.  Biddle,  C.  R.  P.  Rodgers,  schooner 
Flirt.  Lieutenants,  C.  Green  and  J.  C.  Bispham, 
receiving  ship  North  Carolina. 

Oct.  21.  Assistant  surgeon,  J.  M.  Minor,  brig 
Consort. 

Oct.  25.  Passed  midshipmen,  C.  E.  L.  Griffin 
and  C.  C.  Barton,  and  midshipman,  J.  D.  Morrison, 
receiving  ship  North  Carolina.  Passed  midshipmen, 
E.  C.  Bowers,  F.  B.  Renshaw,  R.  L.  Tilghman,  J. 
Smith  Patterson  and  F.  E.  Baker,  receiving  ship 
Columbus. 

Oct.  26.  Surgeon,  I.  BrinckerhofF,  receiving  ship 
North  Carolina. 

Oct.  26.  Passed  midshipman,  C.  F.  McIntosh, 
receiving  ship  Norfolk. 

Marine  corps.  Brevet  lieutenant  colonel  C.  R. 
Broom,  was  lately  tried  by  a court  martial  at  the 
navy  yard,  Brooklyn,  New  York,  upon  a charge  and 
specifications  preferred  by  his  commanding  officer, 
and  found  guilty.  The  court  sentenced  him  to  be 
suspended  from  duty  for  three  years,  to  be  mulcted 
in  half  his  pay,  and  not  to  be  allowed  to  wear  any 
part  of  the  uniform  of  the  marine  corps  during  the 
period  of  his  suspension.  The  sentence  was  ap- 
proved on  the  25th  October. 

[Army  and  Navy  Chron. 

The  Army  and  Navy  Chronicle  says  that  a gene- 
ral court  martial  held  at  the  navy  yard,  New  York, 
of  which  commodore  C.  G.  Ridgely  was  president, 
lieutenant  A.  C.  Maury,  of  the  navy,  was  tried  on 
charges  and  specifications  preferred  against  him  by 
his  commanding  officer,  commander  B.  Page,  jr. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  sentence  of 
the  court:  ‘-The  court,  after  mature  deliberation, 
find  the  accused,  lieutenant  A.  C.  Maury,  not  guilty 
of  the  charges  exhibited  against  him  by  commander 
B.  Page,  and  they  do,  therefore,  honorably  acquit 
him.” 

U.  S.  ship  of  the  line,  the  Norik  Carolina.  A gen- 
tleman from  England,  who  has  a very  intimate 
knowledge  of  naval  affairs,  and  has  seen  the  finest 
ships  in  the  British,  French  and  Russian  navies,  paid 
a visit  on  Sunday  last  to  the  United  States  ship  of 
the  line,  the  North  Carolina,  now  lying  in  our  har- 
bor, and  after  examining  the  ship  in  every  part,  re- 
mained to  be  present  at  the  muster  of  the  men 
and  boys — and  at  the  morning  service  of  prayers  by 
the  ship’s  chaplain.  We  have  reason  to  know  that 
he  expressed  his  high  admiration  of  this  noble  ship 
and  her  equipments,  and  that  he  considered  her  su- 
perior to  any  line  of  battle  ship  of  the  same  class  in 
any  of  the  navies  of  Europe:  while  he  thought  the 
system  of  training  for  the  men  and  boys,  pursued  by 
captain  Gallagher,  and  so  ably  sustained  by  his  of- 
ficers, to  be  the  best  ever  yet  adopted  in  any  coun- 
try, for  the  making  able  and  obedient  seamen,  and 
fitting  them  for  that  union  of  courage,  skill  and  su- 
bordination, which  constitutes  the  great  perfection 
of  a man-of-war’s  crew.  Captain  Gallagher,  unit- 
ing in  him3ell  the  example  of  a thorough  bred  sea- 
man and  gentlemanly  officer,  and  having  great  de- 
cision of  character,  joined  to  mildness  of  manner, 
appears  to  be  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  task  of  train- 


ing the  rough  materials  supplied  to  the  service  by 
the  daily  entries  of  green  men  and  boys — and  fitting 
them,  by  a firm  yet  moderate  discipline,  for  the  dis- 
charge of  their  duty  in  the  ships  to  which,  when  thus 
qualified,  they  are  transferred.  Indeed,  the  ship 
and  her  equipments,  the  training  of  the  men  and 
the  education  of  the  boys,  the  care  of  the  sick,  and 
the  whole  system  pursued,  might  serve  as  a model 
worthy  the  imitation  of  all  the  naval  powers  of  the 
world.  [N.  Y.  Commercial. 

U.  S.  ship  Ohio,  commodore  Hull.  fyc.  “A  letter 
from  the  commodore,  dated  Smyrna,  August  13th, 
says  the  officers  and  crew  were  in  good  health.” 
[Evening  Slur,  October  21. 

Notwithstanding  what  has  been  said  in  regard  to 
this  ship,  it  is  impossible  to  read  the  above  extract, 
when  in  possession  of  the  facts  below,  and  retain 
any  tolerable  degree  of  good  humor.  We  have  in 
our  possession  a letter  which  presents  a different  as- 
pect to  the  case:  and  some  of  its  prominent  features 
we  think  proper  to  lay  before  the  public. 

The  purser  of  the  Ohio  was  obliged  to  burn  seve- 
ral candles  at  a time  in  ms  room  on  me 
in  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  which  occupied  nearly 
all  his  time.  The  consequence  was  that  his  candles 
consumed  that  part  of  the  air  which  was  indispensa- 
ble to  respiration,  and  his  health  was  seriously  im- 
paired. On  a representation  of  his  case  by  the  sur- 
geon to  the  captain,  he  was  accommodated  else- 
where. Not  long  after  this,  all  the  ward  room  offi- 
cers, with  one  exception,  joined  in  a letter  to  the 
commodore  instating  that  their  quarters  were  suffo- 
cating, and  requested  to  have  a different  arrange- 
ment. The  commodore  was  graciously  pleased  to 
listen  to  their  request,  and  they  were  all,  with  the 
exception  of  the  fleet  surgeon,  transferred  to  the  two 
upper  gun-decks,  and  the  surgeon  yet  remains  upon 
the  orlop.  The  opinion  which  he  expressed  to  the 
commodore  and  to  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  before 
the  ship  left  our  port,  is  now  fully  confirmed.  The 
letter  communicating  these  facts  is  dated  August 
13th,  the  same  day  on  which  the  commodore’s  is 
dated.  But  this  is  not  the  first  instance  that  an  erro- 
neous impression  has  been  made  upon  the  public 
mind  by  the  two  superior  officers  of  the  Ohio.  The 
officers  might  have  been  well  when  the  commodore 
wrote;  but  the  inference  is  plain  as  to  what  mean- 
ing he  designed  should  be  given  to  his  statement — 
to  wit:  that  the  orlop  deck  arrangement  was  work- 
ing well — that  the  officers  suffered  nothing  from  the 
confinement  in  their  cells — when,  in  fact,  it  was  do- 
ing the  worst  that  had  been  predicted. 

VVe  hope  the  secretary  of  the  navy  has  been  made 
acquainted  with  all  the  facts — our  story  is  not  more 
than  half  told.  [N.  Y.  Express. 

Forests  for  our  navy.  It  appears,  by  a report  of 
the  commissioners  of  the  land  revenue  in  Great  Bri- 
tain, that  a 74  gun  ship  contains  about  2,000  tons,  or 
3,000  loads  of  timber,  which  would  require  2,000 
trees  of  75  years  growth.  It  has  also  been  calculat- 
ed that,  as  not  more  than  40  oaks,  containing  a load 
and  a half  of  timber  in  each,  can  stand  upon  an 
acre,  50  acres  are  required  to  produce  the  oaks  ne- 
cessary for  every  74  gun  ship! 

This  is  an  estimate  of  some  importance  to  other 
countries  besides  Great  Brttain.  We  believe  that 
this  government  has  set  apart  large  tracts  of  land  in 
Florida,  covered  with  valuable  live  oak  timber,  to  be 
reserved  especially  for  the  use  of  the  navy.  This 
is  well — especially  if  the  timber  is  properly  looked 
after,  and  is  not  felled  by  squatters,  or  stolen  for 
other  purposes,  which  we  think  is  not  unlikely  to  be 
the  case. 

But  the  white  oak  timber  of  New  England  is  also 
in  demand  for  naval  purposes — and  it  is  well  known 
that  this  kind  of  timber,  so  valuable,  indeed  so  in- 
dispensable in  ship  building,  is  becoming  more  scarce 
every  day,  and  in  a few  years,  unless  some  precau- 
tionary measures  are  taken,  will  not  be  procured  at 
any  price.  The  government  should  purchase  with- 
out delay,  some  good  tracts  of  land,  situated  at  a 
convenient  distance  from  the  navy  yards  of  New 
England,  and  plant  them  with  oak,  locust  and  other 
forest  trees  which  are  suitable  to  be  used  in  naval 
architecture.  The  expense  of  this  undertaking 
would  be  inconsiderable,  but  the  benefits  which 
would  arise  from  it  would  be  incalculable,  and  are 
too  obvious  to  need  pointing  out. 

Look  at  the  white  oak  parks  of  Old  England, 
which  have  furnished  her  with  wooden  walls  for 
centuries.  [Boston  Mer.  Jour. 

STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

The  eastern  papers  announce  the  death  of  the 
hon.  Theodore  Sedgwick,  the  administration  candi- 
date for  lieut.  governor  of  Massachusetts.  He  had 
been  making  apolitical  address  at  Pittsfield,  and  at 
the  close  was  stricken  with  apoplexy  and  died  in  a 
few  hours. 


VERMONT. 

In  the  Vermont  legislature  a series  of  resolutions 
on  the  subject  of  banks,  has  been  adopted  in  the 
lower  house.  One  of  the  resolutions  reads  as  fol- 
lows: 

“That  in  all  future  bank  charters,  the  stockhol- 
ders shall  be  required  to  pay  in  one-half  of  their 
capital  stock  in  gold  and  silver  before  they  go  into 
operation;  and  shall  not,  either  directly  or  indirect- 
ly, withdraw  any  portion  of  the  same,  or  any  por- 
tion of  the  capital  stock  afterward  paid  in.” 

Adopted,  192  to  10. 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

The  general  assembly  of  Rhode  Island  adjourn- 
ed on  Saturday  the  2d  inst.  after  a session  of  a week 
in  Kingston. 

NEW  YORK. 


incenaiarnm.  1 he  fire  commissioners  of  New 
York  declare  that  12  out  of  the  17  fires  in  that  city 
in  October,  were,  in  their  opinion,  the  work  of  in- 
cendiaries, and  that  many  of  the  stores  burnt  were 
nrobably  entered  through  the  scuttle, 

jiuwc  unswci ».  r o itle  circular  oi  tne  merchants 
of  New  York  to  the  banks  of  that  city,  asking  for 
an  enlargement  of  their  discounts,  the  following 
answers,  in  substance,  were  given. 


Bank  of  New  York.  This  institution  will  ex- 
tend its  discounts  from  5 to  7£  per  cent,  on  its 
capital,  if  the  other  banks  will  do  the  same;  and 
will  take  safety  fund  money  at  par,  if  all  the  other 
banks  do  so. 

Phcenix  bank.  Their  discounts  now  exceed  their 
receipts;  they  desire  to  increase  their  discounts  as 
soon  as  they  can  see  it  sale  so  to  do;  and  will  co- 
operate with  the  other  banks  in  receiving  safety 
fund  money  at  par. 

Bank  of  the  stale  of  New  York.  This  bank,  as  a 
matter  of  delicacy,  must  follow,  (not  lead),  the 
other  banks  in  relation  to  safety  fund  money.  It 
will  extend  its  discounts  as  far  as  possible  con- 
sistent with  its  safety,  and  the  continuance  of  specie 
payments. 

Union  bank — Will  not  consent  to  take  the  safety 
fund  money  at  par.  Wishes  to  extend  its  dis- 
counts pro  rata  with  other  banks. 

Merchants’  bank — Will  not  take  safety  fund  mo- 
ney at  par;  will  increase  its  discounts  5 per  cent, 
on  its  capital,  if  the  other  banks  will  do  so;  will 
afford  all  possible  relief  to  the  merchants,  consistent 
w ith  its  duty  to  redeem  all  its  liabilities  in  specie. 

Mechanics’  bank — Feels  great  sympathy  for  the 
merchants,  but  does  not  undertake  to  do  any  thin"- 
definite  for  them. 

Manhattan  bank — Will  do  all  they  can  to  give 
relief,  consistent  with  engagements  to  the  public  to 
maintain  specie  payments. 

North  American  Trust  and  Banking  company 

Sympathise  considerably;  agree  to  do  all  they  can, 
but  promise  nothing  definite. 

National  bank — Will  go  as  far  as  they  can  with- 
out stopping  specie  payments.  The  line  of  their 
discounts  is  up  to  the  limit  of  the  law.  Must  con- 
sult the  other  banks  about  taking  safety  fund  mo- 
ney. 

Banlc  of  America — Do  all  they  can,  but  must 
continue  to  pay  specie.  Safety  fund  money  they 
can’t  touch  at  present. 

American  Exchange  bank — Will  extend  ten  per 
cent,  on  its  capital;  receive  safety  fund  notes,  and 
do  any  thing  the  others  dare  do. 

Bank  of  United  States  in  New  York — Had  no 
board  of  directors;  but  the  cashier  thinks  they  will 
do  all  they  can  to  give  relief. 

Leather  Manufacturers’  bank — Will  do  any  thin"- 
the  other  banks  generally  do. 

Dny  Dock  bunk — No  quorum;  but  the  cashier 
thinks  they  will  do  as  much  as  they  can,  if  the  others 
do  the  same. 

City  bank — Willing  to  relieve,  but  must  pay  all 
its  obligations  in  specie;  can’t  take  safety  fund 
money. 

Merchants’  Exchange  bank — Will  do  all  it  can, 
consistent  with  its  obligations  to  pay  specie.  Can’t 
say  any  thing  yet  about  safety  fund  money. 

North  River  bank — Will  extend  its  line  of  dis- 
counts five  to  ten  per  cent,  on  its  capital,  if  others 
do  so;  thinks  it  would  be  safe  so  to  do;  will  do  what 
the  others  do  generally  about  safety  fund  money. 

Commercial  bank — Will  co-operate  with  other 
banks;  but  thinks  the  small  banks  must  do  what 
the  large  ones  direct. 

Bank  of  Commerce — Its  directors  lived  a long  way 
off,  but  when  they  could  be  got  together,  it  would 
give  such  an  answer  as  they  thought  was  best. 


The  Fulton,  Seventh  Ward,  Butchers’  and  Dro- 
vers’ banks,  and  Mechanics’  Banking  association 
were  not  prepared  to  give  an  answer. 

New  York  election.  The  state  election  of  New 
York  for  the  128  members  of  the  house  of  assem- 
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bly,  and  for  10  members  of  the  senate,  took  place 
last  week. 

For  senators,  the  following  is  said  to  be  the  re- 
sult: 

District.  Whig. 

1 


Administration. 
M.  Tompkins. 
John  Hunter. 


Erastus  Root. 
Friend  Humphrey. 
Mitchell  Sandford. 
J.  F.  Hopkins. 


Sumner  Ely — 3. 


M.  Dickenson. 

M.  H.  Sibley. 

Ab.  Dixon — 7. 

This  result  changes  the  political  complexion  of 
that  body,  which  has  heretofore  had  a majority  for 
the  administration.  There  will  now  be  a majority 
of  6 whigs  in  the  senate. 

For  the  house  ot  assembly,  the  following  is  said 
to  be  the  result.  We  attach  the  state  of  parties  in 
the  last  house  for  the  purpose  of  comparison. 


Counties. 
Albany, 
Allegany, 
Broome, 
Cortland, 
Columbia, 
Chenango, 
Clinton, 
Cayuga, 
Chemung, 
Cattaraugus, 
Chatauque, 
Delaware, 
Dutchess, 

Erie, 

Essex, 

Fulton, 

Franklin, 

Greene, 

Genessee, 

Herkimer, 

Jefferson, 

Kings, 

Lewis, 

Livingston, 

Madison, 

Monroe, 

Montgomery 

New  York, 

Niagara, 

Oneida, 

Onondaga, 

Ontario, 

Orange, 

Orleans, 

Oswego, 

Otsego, 

Putnam, 

Queens, 

Rensselaer, 

Richmond, 

Rackland, 

St.  Lawrence, 

Saratoga, 

Schenectady, 

Schoharie, 

Seneca, 

Steuben, 

Suffolk, 

Sullivan, 

Tompkins, 

Tioga, 

Ulster, 

Warren, 

Washington, 

Wayne, 

Westchester, 

Yates, 


1838. 

Whigs.  Adm. 


3 

2 

1 

2 

1 

3 

0 

3 

0 

2 

3 

0 

3 

3 
1 
1 
1 
1 

4 
0 
3 
1 
0 
2 
0 

3 
0 

13 

2 

0 

4 
3 
0 
1 
1 
0 
0 
0 
3 
1 
0 
0 
2 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
2 
0 
2 
1 
2 
0 
0 
1 

82 


0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

2 

0 

1 

1 

0 

3 
0 
2 
0 
0 

4 
0 
0 
3 
0 
1 
3 
1 
1 
0 
0 
1 
2 
0 
0 
2 
1 
3 
2 
1 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
2 
2 
0 

46 


1839. 

Whigs.  Adm. 


3 

2 

1 

2 

3 

3 

0 

1 

0 

2 

3 

0 

3 

3 
1 
1 
1 
0 

4 
0 
3 
1 
1 
2 
0 

3 
0 
0 
2 
0 

4 
3 
0 
1 
1 
0 
0 
1 
3 
0 
0 
0 
2 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
2 
0 
2 
0 
2 
2 
0 
0 

70 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

1 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

3 
0 
2 

13 

0 

4 
0 
0 
3 
0 
1 
3 
1 
0 
0 
1 
1 
2 
0 
0 
2 
1 
3 
2 
0 
0 
1 
0 
1 
0 
0 
2 
1 

58 


The  whig  majority  in  the  house,  if  the  above  re- 
turns be  correct,  will  be  twelve,  and  their  majority 
on  joint  ballot  eighteen. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

In  the  insolvent  court  of  Philadelphia,  on  the  1st 
inst.  the  case  of  Mr.  Timothy  Caldwell,  president 
of  the  late  Schuylkill  Savings  institution,  was  called 
up  for  examination.  In  his  application  for  the  be- 
nefit of  the  insolvent  laws,  he  represented  bis  losses 
at  about  $50,000,  in  sacrifices  made  of  real  estate 
in  that  and  Washington  city,  he  having  been  com- 
pelled thereto  through  his  endorsements  for  Dr. 
Thomas  Fitch,  to  the  amount  of  about  $100,000, 
which  paper  being  for  sale  in  the  maikel  impaired 
his  credit,  and  prevented  him  from  getting  the  usual 
bank  accommodations,  thus  forcing  him  to  let  his 


ments.  His  application  was  resisted  by  the  holders 
of  the  notes  of  the  institution  to  which  his  name 
was  affixed  as  president.  The  case  was  continued 
to  allow  the  production  of  evidence. 

Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  cross  cut  canal.  The  Pitts- 
burg Gazette  of  Friday  last  has  the  following  im- 
portant paragraph:  “Yesterday  we  met  the  secreta- 
ry of  the  board  of  directors,  Mr.  Leicester  King, 
who  informed  us  that  he  had,  within  a few  days, 
passed  along  the  whole  line  of  this  canal,  and  as- 
sured us  that  if  they  should  have  three  wTeeks  more 
of  good  weather  they  should  start  a boat  load  of  flour 
from  Akron,  on  the  Ohio  canal,  and  send  it  by  the 
cross  cut  through  to  Pittsburg.  The  whole  work 
will  not  in  that  time  be  completed,  but  it  will  be  so 
far  advanced  as  to  permit  the  passage  of  a boat 
through  its  whole  length.  We  may  therefore  with 
the  fullest  confidence,  calculate  that  we  will  next 
spring  have  a direct  water  communication  between 
our  city  and  Lake  Erie.” 

Classification  of  slate  senators  under  the  new  con- 

siitnMnr,  Th.  «»**  ..L.U, 

section  of  the  first  article,  that  “the  senators  who 
may  be  elected  at  the  first  general  election  af- 
ter the  adoption  of  the  amendments  to  the  constitu- 
tion, shall  be  divided  by  lot  into  three  classes.  The 
seats  of  the  senators  of  the  first  class  shall  be  vacat- 
ed at  the  end  of  the  first  year;  of  the  second  class  at 
the  expiration  of  the  second  year;  ar.d  of  the  third 
class  at  the  expiration  of  the  third  year,  so  that, 
hereafter,  one-third  of  the  whole  numberof  senators 
may  be  chosen  every  year.  The  senators  elected 
before  the  amendments  to  the  constitution  shall  be 
adopted  shall  hold  their  offices  during  the  terms  for 
which  they  shall  respectively  have  been  elected.” 
The  late  general  election  was  the  first  after  the 
adoption  of  the  amendments;  and,  consequently  the 
eight  senators  elected  must  be  divided  by  lot  into 
three  classes.  The  terms  of  three  of  these  sena- 
tors will  expire  at  the  end  of  one  year;  of  three 
others  at  the  end  of  two  years,  and  of  the  remain- 
ing two  at  the  end  of  three  years.  This  will  ac- 
complish the  purpose  intended  by  the  constitution, 
and  “thereafter  one-third  of  the  whole  number  of 
senators  will  be  chosen  every  year. 

The  number  of  senators  now  in  office,  under  the 
old  constitution,  is  twenty- five.  The  terms  of  eight 
of  these  will  expire  in  1840;  eight  others  in  1841, 
and  of  the  remaining  nine  in  1842.  Add  to  each  of 
the  two  first  of  these  classes,  three  of  the  senators 
elected  at  the  late  election,  and  the  remaining  two 
of  the  third  class;  and  thereafter  eleven  senators 
(one-third  of  the  whole  number)  will  be  elected 
every  year,  to  wit:  eleven  in  October,  1841,  and 
eleven  in  October,  1842,  to  serve  respectively  for 
three  years.  [Spirit  of  the  Times. 

The  Erie  (Pa.)  Gazette  states,  that  the  engineers 
have  advanced  to  within  twenty-five  miles  of  that 
place,  in  the  location  of  the  Sunbury  and  Erie  rail 
road.  The  country  through  which  the  route  passes 
is  found  to  be  generally  favorable  to  the  construc- 
tion of  such  a work — and  it  was  expected  that  the 
location  would  be  complete  to  the  harbor  of  Erie 
during  the  fall. 

The  commissioners  of  the  Girard  estate  assembled 
yesterday  for  the  first  time  this  year.  The  follow- 
ing are  the  members— Lawrence  Lewis,  president; 
Joseph  R.  Chandler,  Edward  Pennington,  J.  Price 
Wetherill,  John  Wiegand,  Isaac  Otis,  Dr.  Mat- 
thews, James  Hutchinson,  and  ex-officio,  John 
Swift,  mayor,  William  M.  Meredith,  president  of 
select  council,  William  Rawle,  president  of  common 
council.  The  following  officers  were  elected:  Hen- 
ry Zantziriger,  secretary;  George  Bastian,  agent  of 
farms;  T.  P.  Roberts  messenger. 

Committees. Finance — Messrs.  Pennington, 

Wetherill,  Lewis. 

Real  estate — Messrs.  Rawle,  Hutchinson,  Wie- 
gand. 

Real  estate  out  of  the  county — Messrs.  Meredith, 
Matthews,  Otis. 

On  farms — Messrs.  Chandler  and  Swift. 
Pennsylvania  state  lolls.  The  tolls  received  on 
the  Pennsylvania  improvements  this  season,  to  Oct. 
23d,  amount  to  $943,900  99 

On  the  Schuylkill  canal  to  Nov.  2d  455,128  66 
Union  canal,  year  ending  1st  inst.  135,163  73 
Lehigh  canal  to  1st  Nov.  about 


From  the  Schuylkill  region  to  Nov.  1st  391,513  tons. 

“ Lehigh  region  to  Nov  6th 
Mauch  Chunk,  Beaver  Meadow,  Ha- 

leton,  &c.  212,202  “ 

From  the  Lackawana  region  to  Nov.  2 112,570  “ 

“ Swatara  region  to  Nov.  1st  26,693  “ 

“ Susquehanna,  Lykens  val- 
ley, &.c.  about  ' 90,000  “ 


property  goat  a sacrifice,  in  order  to  meet  his  engage- 1 follows,  viz: 


120,000  00 


Total,  $1,654,193  38 

We  estimate  the  total  receipts  of  toll  on  our  great 
line  of  internal  improvements  this  year,  at  over  one 
million  seven  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

\Phila.  Commercial  List. 

Pennsylvania  coal  trade.  The  Philadelphia  Com- 
mercial List  states  that  operations  for  the  season  are 
now  nearly  over  in  the  mining  districts.  The  sup- 
I plies  brought  to  market  for  the  season,  have  been  as 


Total  822,929  “ 

The  Lehigh  coal  company  ceased  shipping  for 
the  season  on  the  6th  instant.  The  Hazleton  com- 
pany will  cease  on  the  10th.  At  Room  Rum  they 
will  also  cease  on  the  10th  inst. 

The  Commercial  List  adds:  “Taking  five  dollars 
per  ton  as  the  average  price,  the  value  of  the  coal 
mined  and  sent  to  market  from  the  coal  fields  in  East 
Pennsylvania  this  year  amounts  to  four  millions  one 
hundred  and  sixty  thousand  dollars.  Our  coal  trade 
is  yet  in  its  infancy,  but  even  at  the  present  time, 
it  gives  employment  to  a larger  number  of  vessels 
in  convevimr  it  to  the  various  marts  along  our  ex- 
tended sea  board,  than  any  otner  staple.  Ttiis  ig 
independent  of  the  great  number  of  boats  employed 
in  this  trade  upon  our  canals.” 

MARYLAND. 

The  Maryland  colonization  society,  we  are  grati- 
fied to  learn,  is  actively  engaged  in  preparing  a fall 
expedition  to  Cape  Palmas,  which  is  expected  to 
sail  about  the  first  week  in  December.  The  ac- 
count from  the  travelling  agent  is  encouraging. — 
He  reports  the  names  of  fifty-five  emigrants  as  al- 
ready engaged;  and  perhaps  in  no  preceding  year 
has  the  society  found  so  many  who  are  emphatical- 
ly volunteers.  If  this  disposition  arise,  as  we  hope, 
from  the  colored  people’s  increasing  knowledge  of 
their  own  best  interests,  we  hail  it  with  delight. 

[ Baltimore  American. 

The  Williamsport  (Md.)  Banner,  of  Saturday 
says:  The  trade  on  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal 
at  this  place,  appears  to  be  more  active  for  the  last 
week.  Considerable  quantities  of  produce  are  ar- 
riving, intended  for  transportation  to  Baltimore  and 
the  District  of  Columbia.  The  breach,  which  oc- 
curred below,  3ome  time  since,  is,  we  are  informed, 
thoroughly  repaired,  and  it  is  to  be  presumed,  that 
the  trade  will  be  uninterrupted  during  the  balance 
of  the  season  which  admits  of  navigation. 

The  cotton  and  woollen  factory  of  colonel  Wil- 
liam Garrett,  a few  miles  from  Elkton,  in  this  state, 
was  accidently  destroyed  by  fire  on  the  1st  instant. 
The  loss  is  estimated  at  $10,000,  of  which  only 
$3,000  are  covered  by  insurance. 

Annapolis  and  Elk  Ridge  rail  road.  By  the  se- 
cond annual  report  of  the  directors,  just  published, 
it  appears,  the  prospects  are  fair  for  the  speedy 
completion  of  this  road.  Two  sections  only  re- 
main unfinished,  and  these  are  now  in  such  a state 
that  if  means  are  placed  under  the  control  of  the 
board,  they  may  be  finished  during  the  present 
month.  A contract  has  been  entered  into  with  an 
intelligent  gentleman  for  executing  the  whole  su- 
perstructure of  the  work,  which  will  be  commenced 
immediately  upon  the  arrival  of  the  rails  from  Eng- 
land— perhaps  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  week. 
Contracts  have  also  been  made  for  the  locomotive 
engines  and  cars,  to  be  delivered  by  the  first  day  of 
December  next.  If  all  arrearages  now  due  by 
stockholders  are  paid  up  and  other  funds  realized 
according  to  the  arrangements  of  the  company,  the 
road  may  be  put  into  a state  of  readiness  by  the 
end  of  the  year. 

VIRGINIA. 

We  understand,  that  the  governor  has  called  upon 
the  treasurer  of  Virginia  for  information — that  he 
has  obtained  the  opinion  of  the  attorney  general, 
and  advised  with  the  executive  council — and  that 
the  result  is,  that  he  will  issue  no  proclamation  in 
relation  to  the  suspension  of  the  banks.  The  act 
of  assembly  of  1829  is  supposed  to  require  the 
agency  of  the  banks  in  receiving  and  paying  away 
the  public  revenue  in  so  indispensable  a manner, 
that  it  is  considered  impracticable  to  carry  out  the 
act  of  ’37,  if  under  its  requisitions  the  public  funds 
should  be  shifted  from  the  banks  to  some  other 
place.  It  is  probable,  that  if  the  session  of  the  le- 
gislature was  not  so  near  at  hand,  the  governor 
would,  in  such  circumstances,  call  them  together. 
We  shall  attempt  to  procure  a copy  of  the  opinion 
of  the  attorney  general  for  our  next  paper. 

[ Richmond  Enquirer. 

Times  in  Richmond.  The  Compiler  of  Friday 
gives  the  following  picture  of  the  times  in  Rich- 
mond: 

The  times  are  tight;  but  there  is  calmness  evi- 
dent among  our  commercial  men  in  every  depart- 
ment of  trade.  There  is  a great  scarcity  of  money. 
The  banks  have  curtailed  their  line  of  discounts 
considerably — indeed  rather  too  much.  They  know 
how  the  popular  sentiment  might  be  invoked  against 
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them  were  they  to  pursue  any  other  course — lienee 
their  great  caution.  YVe  think  them  over-timid. 

♦ However  hard  the  times  are,  our  merchants  are 
solvent — much  more  so  than  in  1837;  and  however 
great  the  sacrifices  they  must  make  under  the  em- 
barrassed state  of  exchanges,  they  will  meet  their 
engagements. 

The  river  Is  very  low  yet,  although  we  have  had 
a moderate  rain.  In  addition  to  the  hindrance  to 
navigation  from  the  fall  drought  we  have  had,  the 
streams  throughout  the  country  are  so  low  as  to 
prevent  the  mills  from  grinding;  which  will  delay 
the  arrivals  of  country  flour  considerably,  of  which 
the  stock  is  very  low. 

Two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  of  James  river 
scrip  were  sold  yesterday  at  the  merchants’  coffee 
house  for  $87  on  the  $100,  and  $1,000  for  $86  50. 
The  banks  here  are  not  drawing  on  New  York,  and 
drafts  on  (his  city  are  selling  at  12  per  cent,  pre- 
mium. The  brokers  give  8 per  cent,  for  specie. — 
We  again  decline  inserting  our  table  of  exchange 
as  there  are  no  settled  rates. 

The  retail  trade  is  generally  embarrassed  for  the 
want  of  small  change — the  banks  having  been  com- 
pelled to  refuse  the  supply  of  silver  if.  was  at  first 
thought  they  would  be  able  to  give  out.  The  sup- 
ply so  afforded  having  been  withdrawn  from  circula- 
tion immediately  for  the  purpose  of  traffic,  as  we 
predicted.  We  suppose  as  the  banks  decline  issu- 
ing small  notes,  w'e  shall  have  to  await  patiently 
the  meeting  of  the  legislature,  which  indeed  will 
take  place  in  a short  time. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

The  Charleston  Courier  of  the  26lh  ult.  says — 
Most  unjust  complaints  are  made  against  the 
Charleston  bank  for  its  firmness  in  fulfilling  its  ob- 
ligations to  the  public — a course  in  which  the  state 
will  sustain  it.  It  is  urged  that  the  course  of  the 
Charleston  bank  ties  the  hands  of  the  suspended 
banks — that  they  cannot  discount,  because  if  they 
did,  the  power  exercised  over  them  by  the  Charles- 
ton bank  would  place  them  in  the  same  state  as  if 
they  had  not  suspended — in  other  words  that,  as 
the  Bank  of  the  State  and  the  Charleston  bank  will 
not  suspend,  the  others  can  do  nothing  to  relieve 
the  merchants,  whether  they  resume  or  continue 
suspended.  Why  then  do  they  not  resume?  They 
cannot  expect  to  be  excused  in  violating  their  first 
duty  to  the  public,  which  is  the  redemption  of  their 
bills — if  the  relief  of  the  community,  their  avowed 
object,  was  a mere  pretext.  The  Charleston  bank 
is  not  bound  to  do  any  thing  to  embarrass  itself  in 
fulfilling  its  first  and  highest  duty,  of  being  true  to 
its  charter  and  redeeming  its  paper.  On  accepting 
its  charter  it  bound  itself  to  its  present  course. 
The  accommodation  of  its  customers,  by  lending 
them  money,  and  profiting  by  the  loans,  is  a privi- 
lege granted  it,  not  a duty  assigned  if.  Shall  we 
urge  it  to  exercise  its  privilege  by  violating  its  duty 
and  trampling  on  the  express  condition  on  which 
it  obtained  the  privilege?  Surely  not. 

This  is  a truth  too  apt  to  be  overlooked  bj'  those 
who  want  accommodation  from  the  banks,  “as  who 
of  us  does  not;”  but  it  is  truth  nevertheless,  and  we 
are  altogether  wrong  when  we  think  that  the  first 
duty  of  banks  is  to  lend  money. 

A retailer,  who  must  pay  for  a license  to  sell, 
would  be  thought  mad  were  he  to  refuse  to  pay  for 
bis  license  on  the  ground  that  he  wants  the  money 
to  increase  his  stock  of  vendibles.  The  city  cer- 
tainly would  not  allow  him  fo  go  on  selling and 

the  cases  are  precisely  parallel. 

Charleston  and  Hamburg  rail  road.  This  road 
appears  to  be  doing  a very  fair  business  in  the 
transportation  of  freight.  One  day  last  week  a 
train  of  34  cars  conveyed  to  Charleston  a load  of 
500  bales  of  cotton,  and  for  some  weeks  past  the 
quantity  transported  on  it  has  been  from  1,500  to 
2,000  bales  per  week.  On  Friday  last  600  bales 
were  brought  down,  and  it  was  found  necessary  fo 
make  preparations  for  the  conveyance  of  a greater 
amount  of  cotton  than  had  before  been  offered. 

The  new  route  of  travel  between  Charleston  and 
New  Orleans  by  way  of  Brunswick  and  Tallahas- 
see, is  shortly  to  go  into  operation.  The  details 
are  thus  stated;  From  New  Orleans  to  St.  Josephs 
by  steam  boats,  is  300  miles;  from  Sf.  Josephs  to 
St.  Marks  is  85  miles:  from  St.  Marks  to  Talla- 
hassee by  rail  road  is  21  miles,  from  Tallahassee  to 
Brunswick  by  stages  is  210  miles,  and  from  Bruns- 
wick to  Charleston  by  steamboat  150  miles.  Thus 
between  New  Orleans  and  Charleston  there  are  535 
miles  by  steamboat,  which  may  be  run  in  53  hours’ 
210  miles  by  stages,  which  can  be  passed  over 
easily  in  35  hours;  and  20  miles  of  rail  road,  say  in 
two  hours,  or  90  hours  only  between  New  Orleans 
and  Charleston.  From  Charleston  travellers  now 
pass  to  Baltimore  in  58  hours;  and  from  the  latter 
place  to  New  York  in  13  hours;  or  only  6 days  and 
,17  hours  from  New  Orleans  to  New  York. 


GEORGIA. 

Augusta. — The  health  of  this  city  does  not  im- 
prove rapidly.  There  were  four  deaths  by  fever 
during  the  week  ending  on  the  7th  inst.  and  though 
few  new  cases  occur,  absentees  are  cautioned 
against  returning  until  a frost  shall  have  occurred. 

Georgia  election. 

1839.  1837. 


(TV.) 

(Adm.) 

(TV.) 

(Adm.) 

Dougherty 

McDonald.  Gilmer. 

Schley. 

Chatham, 

260 

330 

411 

573 

Bulloch, 

7 

312 

11 

282 

Effingham, 

143 

66 

160 

130 

Richmond, 

449 

372 

826 

448 

Hancock, 

376 

301 

446 

272 

Jasper, 

440 

607 

619 

503 

Morga  n, 

460 

322 

466 

351 

Wilkes, 

426 

390 

412 

446 

Bryan, 

99 

7 

79 

74 

Burke, 

583 

114 

695 

206 

Jefferson, 

456 

108 

432 

116 

Liberty, 

139 

87 

149 

78 

Scriven, 

211 

134 

231 

184 

Tatnall, 

27  6 

68 

235 

77 

Washington, 

583 

514 

580 

544 

Glynn, 

131 

33 

78 

46 

Bibb, 

497 

690 

656 

629 

Baldwin, 

278 

329 

327 

305 

McIntosh, 

119 

128 

62 

139 

Warren, 

427 

317 

591 

514 

Wilkinson, 

394 

485 

345 

517 

Green, 

786 

70 

787 

57 

Taliaferro, 

405 

29 

411 

31 

Muscogee, 

836 

847 

900 

736 

Butts, 

189 

393 

245 

379 

Columbia, 

374 

252 

418 

275 

Coweta, 

182  m 

590 

6.99 

Crawford, 

255 

479 

311 

510 

Hall, 

41  m 

452 

237 

Henry, 

649 

835 

730 

863 

Houston, 

449 

655 

598 

647 

Jackson, 

8 m 

504 

571 

Jones, 

447 

303 

482 

481 

Laurens, 

390 

5 

469 

10 

Munroe, 

670 

802 

783 

764 

Newton, 

850 

467 

773 

425 

Pike, 

349 

492 

449 

553 

Putnam, 

519 

243 

615 

264 

Talbot, 

778 

855 

815 

853 

Troup, 

942 

646 

1,132 

389 

T wiggs, 

327 

461 

361 

448 

Cass, 

481 

706 

337 

523 

Clarke, 

593 

372 

569 

390 

Dooley, 

137 

301 

154 

332 

Walton, 

443 

621 

454 

772 

Cobb, 

332 

644 

251 

480 

Decatur, 

30  m. 

317 

254 

Favette, 

200  m. 

334 

533 

Harris, 

772 

458 

775 

452 

Macon, 

343 

317 

Merri  wether, 

671 

766 

647 

754 

Sumter, 

12  m. 

376 

270 

Upson, 

544 

393 

580 

409 

Carroll, 

200 

526 

233 

470 

Chattooga, 

168 

228 

Cherokee, 

326 

480 

159 

385 

Dekalb, 

466 

653 

564 

794 

Early, 

165 

360 

160 

346 

Floyd, 

188 

332 

192 

303 

Forsyth, 

298 

417 

276 

449 

Franklin, 

397  m. 

445 

681 

Lumpkin, 

249 

651 

252 

60S 

Madison, 

279 

309 

264 

326 

Stewart, 

751 

793 

574 

617 

23,428 

23,803 

27,469  26,054 

23,428 

26,054 

375 

1,415 

375 


Administration  gain,  1,790 

The  vote  in  the  above  counties  is  6,292  less  than 
it  was  in  1837. 

The  Georgia  legislature  convened  at  Milledge- 
ville  on  the  4th  inst.  at  10  o’clock,  A.  M.  Robert 
M.  Echols,  esq.  of  the  county  of  YValton,  was  elect- 
ed president  ot  the  senate,  without  opposition,  and 
David  J.  Bailey,  esq.  of  the  county  of  Butts,  secre- 
tary, without  opposition. 

Iri  the  house  of  representatives,  Joseph  Day,  esq. 
of  Jones  county,  was  elected  speaker,  without  op- 
position, and  Joseph  Sturgis,  esq.  of  Muscogee, 
clerk.  The  vote  was  as  follows: 

Sturgis,  (administration)  110 

La  Taste,  (whig)  84 

The  officers  in  both  branches  are  administration. 

The  Milledgeville  Recorder  states  that  orders  have 
been  received  by  the  banks  of  that  place  from  New 
York  creditors,  to  receive  specie  only  in  payment  of 


notes.  The  Recorder  ridicules  the  idea  of  such  or- 
ders being  heeded,  and  says  “that  were  a Georgia 
creditor  to  attempt  to  enforce  specie  payment  from 
those  in  his  debt  in  Georgia,  lie  would  be  either 
laughed  at  or  universally  anathematized  from  one 
end  of  the  state  to  the  other.  What  a sight  it  would 
Be  (adds  the  editor)  for  the  property  of  every  deb- 
tor in  Georgia  to  be  forced  under  the  sheriff  ’s  ham- 
mer (as  by  such  a demand  it  would  be)  to  be  sold 
for  specie,  to  pay  their  debts!  We  should  like  to 
know  what  the  whole  property  of  the  state  would 
bring,  under  such  terms — possibly  enough  to  cover 
the  costs  of  suit.” 

ALABAMA. 

Mobile.  During  the  month  of  October,  the  deaths 
at  Mobile  were  120;  in  September  they  were  389; 
and  in  August  139 — making  an  aggregate  of  639 
for  the  three  months,  or  about  seven  deaths  daily! 
arississippr. 

Mississippi  banks . A late  New  Orleans  paper 
gives  the  following  extract  of  a letter  from  a gen- 
tleman who  was  at  Jackson  (Mississippi)  when  the 
news  of  the  suspension  of  specie  payments  at  Phi- 
ladelphia and  New  Orleans  arrived  at  that  place. 

Union  pays  silver,  and  has  published  a card  offi- 
cially stating  that  she  will  continue  to  pay  specie 
lor  all  her  bills  due,  and  gives  this  information  for 
the  public  good;  so  she  stands  high.  I think  none 
will  suspend  in  Mississippi.  Perhaps  you  may 
think  I am  crazy.  I think  Natchez  will  follow 
Union,  and  all  others  will  follow  Union  and  Natchez. 

I send  you  $4,000  in  specie. 

Luxuriance  of  the  Yazoo  soil.  The  ordinary 
height  of  cotton  on  the  Yazoo  prairies,  is  six  feet. 
It  is  common  to  see  thirty  pods  on  a stalk.  An 
average  crop  is  from  one  bale  and  a halt  to  two 
bales  an  acre.  As  many  as  three  bales  have  been 
raised  on  a single  acre.  Other  plants  grow  with  a 
like  luxuriance.  Corn  grows  to  a prodigious  height, 
yielding  a double  abundance.  The  Yazoo  Union 
boasts  of  a sweet  potato,  raised  in  that  neighborhood, 
that  measured  18  inches  in  circumference,  and  12 
inches  in  length.  All  of  the  vegetable  productions 
are  on  the  mammoth  order.  [iV.  O.  Bulletin. 

Health.  By  the  latest  New  Orleans  dates,  we 
learn  that  no  improvement  had  taken  place  in  the 
sanitary  condition  of  Natchez.  On  the  28th  ult. 
there  were  5 interments.  One  of  the  deceased, 
named  T.  Warren  White,  had  written  a notice  of 
his  own  death,  a fortnight  before  it  occurred,  as  was 
indicated  by  a note  found  about  his  person.  It  was 
reported  that  the  yellow  fever  had  broken  out  at 
Vicksburg,  and  that  several  cases  of  black  vomit 
had  occurred. 

TENNESSEE. 


The  following  according  to  the  Southern  Sun,  is 
the  official  aggregate  of  the  votes  given  in  the  se- 
veral congressional  districts  at  the  late  election: 


~ o*  — 

Districts. 

Whigs. 

Administration. 

First, 

1,373 

Second, 

1,961 

Third, 

5,173 

Fourth, 

1,315 

Fifth, 

2,308 

Sixth, 

776 

Seventh, 

1,228 

Eighth, 

601 

Ninth, 

1,367 

Tenth, 

1,349 

Eleventh, 

1,362 

Twelfth, 

1,159 

Thirteenth, 

810 

11,029 

9,662 

9,662 

1,367 

aggregate  whig  majority 

KENTUCKY. 

The  state  of  Kentucky  has  a school  fund  of  one 
million  of  dollars,  besides  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  thousand  dollars  appropriated  to  the  Transylva- 
nia university. 

LOUISIANA. 

It  is  stated  that  fevers  of  a malignant  type  seem- 
ed to  be  prevailing  along  the  whole  line  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, from  St.  Louis  to  New  Orleans. 

OHIO. 

The  bank  suspension  is  not  universal  in  Ohio. 
The  Dayton  bank,  Urbana  bank,  the  Franklin  and 
Clinton  banks  of  Columbus  and  the  Zanesville 
banks  have  not  suspended. 

The  Indiana  banks,  it  is  said,  continue  to  pay 
specie. 

Mr.  Warner,  in  Chatham,  Ohio,  has  produced  this 
season  3,150  grains  wheat  from  one  kernel. 

In  the  Hocking  valley,  Ohio,  a well  has  been 
sunk  to  the  great  depth  of  six  hundred  feet,  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  salt  water.  The  object  ot  the 
enterprising  individuals  has  been  fully  accomplish- 
ed, a supply  of  water  having  been  reached  of  a 
strength  which  requires  but  forty-three  gallons  to 


182 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— NOV.  16,  1839— STATES  OP  THE  UNION. 


make  a bushel  of  salt  of  fifty  pounds.  The  water 
rises  spontaneously  to  the  surface,  and  flows  at  the 
rate  of  4,000  to  5,000  gallons  per  day.  This  new 
well  is  in  the  vicinity  of  that  owned  and  worked  by 
Alessrs.  Ewing  and  Vinton  for  some  years  past. 

Table  of  the  towns  and  villages  on  the  national 
road  from  Wheeling,  in  Virginia,  to  Columbus,  Ohio, 
with  their  relative  distances  from  each  other,  gene- 
ral distance  from  Wheeling,  and  individual  popula- 
tion. 

From  Wheeling.  Population. 
Brideport,  Clermont  county,  1 1 500 

St.  Claiesville,  do.  do.  10  11  1,200 

Morristown,  do.  do.  9 20  300 

Fairview,  Guernsey  county,  11  31  200 

Middletown,  do.  do.  2 33  200 

Washington,  do.  do.  6 39  200 

Cambridge,  do.  do.  9 48  850 

New  Concord,  Muskimgmn,  10  58  200 

Norwich,  do.  2 60  600 

Zanesville,  do.  13  73  9,000 

Brownsville,  Licking  county,  14  87  150 

Hebron,  do.  do.  13  100  600 

Luray,  do.  do.  2 102  200 

Etna,  do.  do.  7 109  150 

Reynoldsburgh,  Franklin  do.  7 116  250 

Columbus,  do.  do.  11  127  8,000 


Total  population,  22,600 

The  population  of  Ohio  is  now  estimated  at 
1,700,000.  In  1800,  she  numbered  less  than  50,000 
inhabitants. 

Institutions  for  the  blind.  The  Cincinnati  Daily 
Gazette  contains  the  report  of  a committee  appoint- 
ed by  the  college  of  teachers,  during  its  late  session 
in  that  city,  to  witness  the  examination  of  the  pu- 
pils instructed  in  the  “Ohio  institution  for  the  edu- 
cation of  the  blind.”  The  result  of  the  examination 
was  altogether  satisfactory,  and  high  approbation  is 
expressed  of  the  mode  of  instruction  adopted  by 
Mr.  Penniman,  the  principal  of  the  institution.  It 
was  a happy  device  of  art,  no  less  than  the  instiga- 
tion of  genuine  benevolence,  which  hit  upon  the 
mode  of  printing  books  with  raised  letters,  so  that 
those  deprived  of  the  blessing  of  sight  may  use  the 
sense  of  feeling  in  acquiring  a knowledge  of  the 
form  of  letters  and  words.  Under  the  improved 
modes  of  instruction  now  in  use,  blind  pupils  learn 
to  read  with  wonderful  facility.  The  report  of  the 
committee,  referred  to  above,  says  of  one — a small 
boy,  who  had  been  nearly  two  years  at  the  institu- 
tion: 

“When  the  bulky  volume,  containing  the  New 
Testament,  in  embossed  characters,  was  handed  to 
him,  and  he  was  required  to  open  it  at  the  first  chap- 
ter of  tile  epistle  to  the  Hebrews,  he  did  so,  as 
quickly,  and  with  as  much  apparent  ease,  as  if  he 
had  been  using  the  lightsome  eye,  instead  of  the 
hand.  And  when  he  proceeded  to  read,  with  asto- 
nishing fluency  and  correctness,  from  the  sacred 
page,  we  believe  that  if  the  heads  of  the  audience 
were  averted,  they  would  have  been  persuaded  that 
ttie  reader  was  blessed  with  vision,  instead  of  rais- 
ing sightless  orbs  to  heaven,  while  he  scanned  with 
exquisite  touch  and  feeling  the  inspired  volume. 
His  tact  in  tracing  on  the  map  the  course  of  a river, 
the  boundaries  of  a state  or  the  direction  and  extent 
of  a mountain,  was  equally  surprising,  and  we  do 
not  remember  that  he  was  even  once  at  fault,  in  put- 
ting his  finger  on  any  city  named  by  the  examiner. 
In  one  word,  a more  gratifying  exhibition  of  the  tri- 
umph of  mind,  over  all  but  insuperable  difficulties, 
and  the  conviction  that  thi3  triumph  was  achieved  in 
our  own  age,  and  country,  and  state,  not  only  for  a 
privileged  few,  but  for  all  who  w'ere  willing  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  benefit  of  instruction,  must  have 
filled  the  heart  of  every  individual  present,  with  gra- 
titude to  Almighty  God,  and  inspired  deep  and  abid- 
ing interest  in  the  prosperity  of  an  institution,  by 
which  these  blessings  were  realized,  and  these  great 
philanthropic  objects  attained.” 

The  first  of  these  benevolent  institutions  for  the 
instruction  of  the  blind  owes  its  origin  to  Mr.  P. 
Dawson,  who  established  it  in  the  city  of  Liverpool, 
in  the  year  1791.  There  are  now  as  many  as  fifteen 
in  Great  Britain  alone.  Three  of  them  are  in  Lon- 
don, two  in  Bristol  and  two  in  Edingburgh.  All 
were  formed  by  individual  or  private  means.  Bos- 
ton, New  York  and  Philadelphia  have  similar  insti- 
tutions in  this  country.  There  is  none  west  of  the 
mountains,  we  believe,  except  the  one  in  Ohio,  which 
was  established  some  two  years  ago  by  the  state. 
Wherever  instituted,  they  are  enduring  tokens  of  li- 
beral benevolence. 

The  committee  that  attended  the  examination  in 
Cincinnati  was  composed  of  highly  respectable  citi- 
zens of  the  place.  We  notice  among  the  names 
those  of  bishop  Purcell,  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
church,  and  of  rev.  Mr.  Hamline,  editor  of  the 
Western  Christian  Advocate. 


INDIANA. 

Stale  finances.  The  Madisonian  Courier  says: 
“A  letter  has  been  received  in  this  city  communicat- 
ing important  intelligence,  if  true,  in  regard  to  our 
internal  improvements.  It  is  to  the  effect  that  ar- 
rangements have  been  effected  with  the  Morris.  Ca- 
nal company,  the  original  purchasers  of  our  state 
bonds,  by  which  they  agree  to  pay  to  the  state  sixty 
thousand  dollars  per  month  in  western  funds!  Can 
it  be  possible  our  fund  commissioners  have  accepted 
money  on  terms  so  humiliating  to  the  pride,  and  in- 
jurious to  the  credit  of  Indiana?  The  very  fact  of 
this  company  offering  to  pay  the  state  sixty  thousand 
dollars  per  month  in  western  currency,  is  pretty 
strong  evidence  that  they  have  realized  the  money 
for  our  state  bonds;  and  if  our  surmises  prove  true, 
we  have  to  accept  this  proposition,  or  perhaps  the 
state  may  come  in  for  a few  more  soap  and  candle 
factories,  unimproved  town  lots,  or  at  best  some 
fancy  canal  stock  in  the  Jarseys!  But  in  the  event 
the  state  accepts  the  sixty  thousand  dollars  per 
month  on  the  terms  proposed,  are  we  sure  that  one 
dollar  of  the  amount  for  months  to  come  will  go  to 
relieve  the  embarrassments  on  our  public  works?  If 
we  are  correctly  informed,  our  state  bank,  in  con- 
sideration of  the  great  advantages  which  she  derived 
from  exchanges  on  the  east,  as  fiscal  agent  of  the 
state,  has  advanced  some  seven  hundred  thousand 
dollars  over  and  above  the  amount  of  state  funds,  all 
of  which  is  now  due.  Deprive  her  of  these  advanta- 
ges, and  confer  them  upon  the  Morris  Canal  compa- 
ny, and  will  she  not  retaliate  by  demanding  immedi- 
ate payment  of  the  seven  hundred  thousand  dollars 
advanced  to  the  state,  and  predicated  upon  these 
same  bonds?  Most  assuredly;  and  indeed,  the  letter 
alluded  to  above,  states  that  the  bank  has  already 
demanded  payment,  and  that  the  state  board  of  in- 
ternal improvement  are  as  yet  undetermined  whether 
to  appropriate  this  sixty  thousand  dollars  in  western 
currency,  to  the  payment  of  the  banks,  or  to  the  Au- 
gust estimate  on  our  public  works.  Now,  although 
we  enter  our  protest  against  this  arrangement,  it 
would  be  an  easy  question  for  us  to  determine  what 
course  the  state  should  pursue  under  the  circum- 
stances. If  this  sixty  thousand  monthly  currency 
arrangement  is  actually  saddled  upon  us,  we  should 
appropriate  the  proceeds  to  the  payment  of  our  poor 
laborers  on  our  public  works,  and  let  the  bank 
“sweat  awhile.” 

As  a present  relief  from  embarrassment,  and  to 
enable  the  state  to  go  on  with  its  system  of  internal 
improvements;  the  paper  above  mentioned  recom- 
mends an  issue  of  post  notes  by  the  Bank  of  Indiana, 
and  also  a scrip  by  the  state;  bearing  6 per  cent,  inte- 
rest, to  be  received  in  payment  fortaxes!  We  hope 
the  bank  will  not  be  so  foolish  as  to  issue  post  notes; 
and  the  state  scrip  is  almost  as  bad.  The  debt  of 
Indiana  is  now  about  $8,000,000;  and  although  she 
is  ultimately  good  for  a much  larger  amount,  (the 
taxable  property  in  the  state  being  $110,000,000), 
yet  we  should  think  she  would  be  shy  of  increasing 
that  indebtedness  faster  lhan  is  absolutely  necessary; 
and  especially,  of  subjecting  herself  to  a kind  of  in- 
debtedness which  may  fall  due  before  she  is  ready 
to  meet  it. 

Indiana  is  a very  fine  state,  a very  fine  state;  and 
its  merits  have  been  overlooked,  to  some  extent,  in 
the  zeal  for  pushing  further  west.  It  is  however 
estimated  that  her  population  is  already  more  than 
800,000,  and,  according  to  the  Indiana  Democrat, 
she  has  more  arable  land,  in  proportion  to  her  terri- 
tory, than  any  other  state  in  the  union.  She  has 
also  abundant  supplies  of  iron  and  coal,  and  her  ex- 
ports of  grain,  flour,  pork,  &c.  are  immense. 

ILLINOIS. 

Gov.  Carlin,  we  learn  by  the  St.  Louis  Gazette, 
has  issued  a proclamation  convening  the  legislature 
of  this  state  at  Springfield  on  the  second  Monday  of 
December. 

Illinois  lands.  A friend  who  has  just  returned 
from  atourthrough  the  western  states  has  handed  us 
the  annexed  article,  which  contains  information  im- 
portant for  non-resident  owners  of  land  in  Illinois. 

[Nat.  Intel. 

It  may  be  a matter  of  some  interest  to  the  holders 
of  lands  in  Illinois  to  be  informed  that,  by  a recent 
law  of  that  state,  very  material  changes  have  been 
made  in  the  mode  of  assessing  and  collecting  taxes 
upon  real  property  owned  there.  Heretofore  lands 
subject  to  taxation  bave  been  divided  into  three 
classes,  and  designated  as  first,  second  and  third  rate 
lands,  according  to  their  qualities  for  agricultural 
purposes;  and  an  equal  tax  was  levied  upon  all  of 
the  same  class,  without  any  regard  to  their  true 
value,  as  affected  by  local  improvements  or  the  vi- 
cinity of  a market.  It  is  otherwise  now.  By  the 
new  law  all  lands  are  required  to  be  valued  by 
sworn  assessors,  and  the  amount  of  tax  is  propor- 
tioned to  their  value  as  convertible  into  cash.  This 
is  a feature  common  to  almost  all  laws  for  taxation, 
but,  in  the  mode  of  enforcing  the  collection  of  the 


I lax,  this  law  is  peculiar.  If  after  the  time  limited 
for  the  payment  the  tax  is  in  arrear,  the  collector  is 
required  to  report  the  fact  to  the  court  of  the  coufi* 
ty  wherein  the  land  lies,  and  a suit  is  entered  in  the 
name  of  the  state  against  the  delinquent  owner  or 
owners,  and,  unless  the  party  appears  and  makes 
defence,  judgment  is  rendered  thereon,  and  an  order 
in  the  nature  of  an  execution  follows,  upon  which 
the  land  is  taken  and  sold  as  upon  any  other  judg- 
ment against  a defaulting  debtor.  The  object  of 
this  proceeding  is  to  give  to  these  salts  all  the  ef- 
fect and  certainty  of  sales  under  a fieri  facias  or 
other  execution  founded  on  an  ordinary  judgment 
or  decree  of  a court  of  competent  jurisdiction. 

The  selling  of  lands  for  taxes  has  for  many  years 
been  a familiar  process  in  Illinois,  but  it  is  even  yet 
a matter  of  doubt  whether  such  sale  conveys  any 
title,  the  question  not  having  been  conclusively 
settled  by  judicious  decision.  It  was  the  obvious 
design  of  the  legislature,  in  the  enactment  of  the 
recent  law,  to  put  all  such  questions  at  rest  in  re- 
gard to  future  sales.  It  was  intended  to  operate 
upon  the  non-resident  proprietor,  and  to  enforce 
against  him,  if  he  allowed  bis  lands  to  be  sold  tor 
the  non-payment  of  taxes,  a title  which  would  ren- 
der the  purchaser  secure  in  the  cultivation  and  im- 
provement of  the  land.  Thousand  of  acres  are  now 
held  in  Illinois  by  tax  titles,  which  no  man  can  af- 
firm to  be  safe,  whatever  may  be  the  opinions  of 
even  the  best  informed  lawyers;  and  it  is  to  the  de- 
triment of  the  stale,  and  of  the  occupants,  that  this 
doubt  should  rest  upon  a matter  affecting  so  many 
homes  and  firesides. 

But  it  is  chiefly  because  the  interests  of  those 
who  reside  out  of  the  state  are  affected,  that  I no- 
tice this  matter  at  all.  The  soldiers  of  the  last  war, 
their  heirs,  and  those  who  claim  under  them,  scat- 
tered far  and  wide  over  the  union,  are  the  proprie- 
tors of  a vast  amount  of  these  taxable  acres,  and  it 
becomes  of  no  slight  consequence  to  them  that  they 
should  be  aware  of  the  tenure  by  which  they  may 
hold  them,  and  the  default  by  which  they  may  be  lost. 
If  they  are  wise  they  will  not  neglect  the  payment 
of  the  public  dues  upon  lands  which,  by  atten- 
tion, may  be  of  great  value  to  them  or  their  chil- 
dren. H. 

MISSOURI. 

Emigration.  The  St. Louis  Bulletin  says,  theemi- 
gration  to  Missouri  during  any  year  has  never  been 
greater  than  the  present.  TheBoonslick  road  from 
the  Mississippi  to  the  western  confines  of  the  state, 
is  filled  with  movers;  and  emigrants  by  thousands 
are  seeking  their  new  homes  both  north  and  south 
of  the  Missouri.  Some  of  the  most  beautiful  lands 
on  earth  will  greet  their  view,  and  if  rich  harvests 
can  compensate  for  what  they  left  behind,  they  will 
not  regret  the  change. 

It  is  thought  that  more  than  fifty  thousand  people 
will  have  emigrated  to  Mississippi  during  the  year 
1839. 

Mississippi  river — Lead  trade , fyc.  Sgc.  The  con- 
tinued low  stage  of  the  river,  especially  the  Upper 
Mississippi,  adds  not  a little  to  the  pressure  of  the 
times.  The  lead  trade  from  the  upper  mines,  has 
been  completely  suspended  for  a time,  as  it  is  impos- 
sible to  bring  it  over  the  rapids  at  a reasonable 
charge.  A letter  from  Galena  informs  us  that  large 
quantities  of  lead  have  accumulated  in  the  hands  of 
dealers,  upon  which  many  have  been  heavy  advan- 
ces, and  must  lay  unproductive  until  there  is  a rise 
in  the  river.  To  add  to  all  this  difficulty,  the  sup- 
plies ot  produce  for  the  mining  country,  which  are 
chiefly  shipped  from  this  port,  have  advanced  very 
considerably,  because  of  the  increased  rate  of  freights. 
Boals  now  charge  from  two  to  three  dollars  per  bar- 
rel for  flour  from  here  to  Galena,  and  in  the  same 
proportion  per  hundred  for  other  freights.  Even  at 
these  rates  it  is  a difficult  matter  to  forward  any  con- 
siberable  quantity  over  the  rapids. 

In  the  Rock  River,  and  many  other  parts  of  the 
country  above  the  rapids,  the  crops  of  wheat  are 
very  abundant,  but  unfortunately  they  have  no  faci- 
lities for  manufacturing  it,  and  such  is  the  present 
condition  of  the  river  that  they  cannot  be  shipped  to 
this  or  any  other  southern  market.  We  were  credi- 
bly informed  last  week,  that  wheat  was  offering  in 
the  Rock  River  country  at  37^  cents  per  bushel,  and 
flour  was  selling  at  from  $10  a $12  per  barrel.  This 
is  a ruinous  state  of  affairs  to  the  farming  interests, 
but  will  disappear  as  soon  as  the  river  rises.  Manu- 
facturing mills  are  greatly  needed  on  the  upper  Mis- 
sissippi, and  could  not  fail  to  be  profitable  to  the 
owners.  There  is  no  portion  ot  the  United  States 
better  adapted  to  the  giowlh  of  wheat  than  the  coun- 
try along  the  Upper  Mississippi. 

The  failure  to  get  the  lead  to  market  is  also  a se- 
rious inconvenience  to  the  merchants  of  this  place, 
as  in  turn  they  are  compelled  to  wait  for  their  debts 
until  it  can  be  forwarded,  and  in  the  meantime  are 
unable  to  meet  their  eastern  engagements  in  the 
j manner  they  had  expected.  Other  resources  have 
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therefore  to  be  called  upon  Which  tends  very 
much  to  add  to  the  want  of  money,  now  so  generally 
felt.  The  continued  low  stage  of  water  in  all  the 
upper  streams,  has  also  detained  a large  portion  of 
the  country  dealers,  and  the  resources  from  this 
quarter,  as  yet,  have  not  been  near  realized.  Freights 
Irom  the  south  are  abundant,  and  a large  drain  is 
constantly  made  to  meet  the  bills  from  that  quarter, 
while  the  goods,  in  many  coses,  hove  to  be  stored  to 
await  the  rise. 

Business  upon  the  levee  has  appeared  active  dur- 
ing the  past  week.  There  has  been  considerable 
freight  received  from  below,  and  numerous  small 
shipments  made  up  stream.  Eastern  exchange  con- 
tinues high  and  scarce.  The  banks  selling  only  for 
specie  amounts  to  a denial  to  most  of  those  wish- 
ing to  buy,  and  throws  the  whole  trade  into  the 
hands  of  the  brokers,  who  are  thus  enabled  to  charge 
what  they  please,  [St.  Louis  Rep.  7 ih  Oct. 

Missouri  and  Iowa.  The  dispute  between  these 
powers  seems  to  have  arisen  from  some  misunder- 
standing about  a term — not  the  first  time  that  parties 
have  quarrelled  over  a word.  The  northern  boun- 
dary of  Missouri  runs  along  the  rapids  of  the  Des 
Moines — this  is  admitted  on  both  sides.  But  there 
are  rapids  in  the  Des  Moines  river  and  also  in  the 
Mississippi  just  below  the  mouth  of  the  Des  Moines, 
and  both  are  called  by  the  same  name.  Hence  the 
difficulty — Missouri  claims  the  higher  rapids  in  the 
Des  Moines  as  the  true  limit — Iowa  looks  farther 
south  and  insists  upon  the  lower  mark. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  force  should  be  re- 
sorted to  by  either  party  to  settle  a matter  which 
negotiation  might  easily  accommodate,  and  which 
must  be  determined  by  such  means  at  last.  After 
stirring  up  bad  passions,  and  fixing  hostile  sentiments 
mutually  in  the  minds  of  the  disputants,  arbitration 
must  come  in  to  decide  between  them — a thing 
which  could  be  done  now  as  well  as  some  months 
hence.  With  the  merits  of  the  question  we  have 
nothing  to  do.  If  one  is  right  and  the  other  wrong 
— or  if  both  are  wrong,  which  is  the  more  likely 
supposition,  the  appointment  of  commissioners  to  in- 
spect the  ground  and  to  consult  papers,  might  soon 
remove  all  feelings  of  jealousy  and  prevent  farther 
misunderstandings.  We  live  in  an  age  which  will 
hardly  sympathize  with  hostile  measures  when  other 
means  of  deciding  controversies  are  at  hand.  Fight- 
ing for  its  own  sake  may  be  left  to  the  beasts  who 
have  not  “discourse  of  reason.”  Glory  is  not  to  be 
gained  now  by  the  breaking  of  heads;  and  sensible 
people  are  willing  to  acknowledge  that  if  discretion 
be  not  the  better  part  of  valour,  it  is  valour’s  best 
guide. 

IOWA. 

Iowa  marble.  According  to  the  IowTa  Gazette, 
marble  of  a jet  black  color,  fine  grained,  and  suscep- 
tible of  a biilliant  polish,  has  been  discovered  on  the 
river  Des  Moines.  In  the  same  quarrv,  which  is 
large,  are  found  masses  ol  a brown  and  others  of  a 
purple  color.  It  is  abundant  and  easily  extracted 
from  the  quarry.  In  other  parts  of  the  state  marble 
of  various  and  beautiful  colors  and  excellent  quality 
has  been  discovered. 

Fire  at  Chicago.  An  extra  from  the  office  of  the 
Chicago  Democrat,  dated  Sunday,  October  18th, 
states  that  on  that  morning  a fire  broke  out  in  the 
store  of  Brown  & Hatch, and  before  the  flames  could 
be  arrested,  nineteen  buildings  were  destroyed. 

The  sufferers  are  W.  H.  Taylor,  J.  A.  Smith  Sc 
Co.  S.  W . Goss,  Eddy  Sc  Co.  Ayres  Hiff',  A.  G. 
Leary,  Henry  Brown,  H.  L.  Rucker,  and  J.  N.  Ba- 
Iestier,  lawyers.  J.  Johnston,  Kendall,  Vail  Sc  Co. 
O.  H.  Thompson,  T.  Whitlock,  U.  G.  Wells,  Tre- 
mont  house,  Dr.  E.  Kimberly,  C.  Follansbee,  Stan- 
ton & Black,  W.  Osbourne,  A.  Follansbee,  Spring 
Sc  Goodrich,  S.  Sawyer.  The  origin  of  the  fire  is 
unknown,  but  is  attributed  to  incendiaries.  Most 
of  the  property  destroyed  is  insured  in  all  or  in  part. 

FLORIDA. 

■Pensacola.  At  length  this  town,  proverbially 
healthy  from  its  first  settlement  200  years  ago,  has 
yielded  to  this  infection  constantly  brought  into  it 
for  two  months  past  by  free  intercourse  with  the 
neighboring  cities  of  New  Orleans  and  Mobile  and 
by  the  French  vessels  of  war  from  Havana  and  Vera 
Cruz.  On  the  !)th  October,  we  have  suddenly  re- 
ported to  us  thirty  cases,  with  some  deaths. 

The  death  of  such  a man  as  Joseph  M.  White, 
is  theme  for  public  grief.  The  St.  Louis  Republi- 
can of  the  2 1st  October  says: 

The  hon.  Joseph  M.  White,  long  and  extensively 
known  as  one  of  flic  most  distinguished  politicians 
and  ablest  jurists  ol  his  day,  departed  this  life,  at  the 
residence  ot  his  brother,  Dr.  White,  in  this  city,  on 
Saturday  last,  about  one  o’clock,  P.  M.  The  de- 
ceased arrived  here  about  two  or  three  weeks  ago, 
accompanied  by  his  lady.  Shortly  after  his  arrival 
lie  was  seized  with  congestive  fever,  which  has  ter- 
minated in  the  loss,  to  our  common  country,  of  one 
ol  her  brightest  ornaments,  and  one  of  whom  his 


friends  and  acquaintances  speak  as  possessing  in  an 
eminent  degree,  all  that  amiability  and  suavity  of 
manners,  with  that  warmth  and  fervency  of  friend- 
ship, which  endears  the  friend  and  companion. 

We  leave  it  to  abler  hands  to  write  the  biography 
due  to  (he  worth  and  distinguished  services  of  the 
deceased. 

( From  the  same  paper  of  Oct.  lid.) 

Funeral  of  the  hon.  J.  M.  White.  The  body  of 
the  lamented  White  was  followed  to  the  grave  yes- 
terday evening  by  a large  number  of  our  citizens.— 
He  was  buried  with  masonic  honors,  in  the  First 
Presbyterian  grave  yard. 


LAW  AND  CASES  IN  COURT. 

U.  S.  district  court.  Before  judge  Betts. 

The  United  States  vs.  one  case  of  cotton  lace — 
Hall,  Brothers  Sc  Co.  claimants.  This  was  a suit 
for  the  forfeiture  of  one  case  cotton  lace,  worth 
about  £400,  which  had  been  imported  by  the 
claimants  in  1829,  and  was  entered  at  the  custom 
house  in  June  last,  to  obtain  the  benefit  of  draw- 
back. 

It  was  seized  by  the  collector,  not  being  in  the 
package  in  which  it  had  been  originally  entered. — 
The  section  of  the  law  under  which  this  suit  was 
prosecuted  says,  that  if  any  goods  entered  for  draw- 
back shall  be  found  to  disagree  in  quantity  or 
quality  with  the  package  in  which  they  were  ori- 
ginally imported,  exceptsuch  derangement  has  been 
caused  by  unavoidable  accident  or  damage,  &c. 
such  goods,  or  the  value  of  such  goods  shall  be  for- 
feited; such  forfeiture  however  not  to  be  incurred 
if  it  is  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  collector, 
or  the  court  where  the  case  is  tried,  that  such  dis- 
agreement happened  by  mistake  or  accident,  and 
not  with  an  intention  to  defraud  the  revenue. 

On  the  part  of  the  United  States,  it  was  now 
shown  in  evidence  that  when  the  goods  were  sent 
to  the  public  store  with  an  export  entry,  for  exami- 
nation, the  mark  on  the  case  was  fresh  and  almost 
wet,  and  the  figure  containing  the  marks  was  made 
over  an  old  figure  which  had  been  erased.  On 
perceiving  this  the  inspector  refused  to  pass  the 
goods  for  a drawback. 

On  being  informed  of  the  objection  against  pass- 
ing the  goods,  the  claimants,  within  one  hour  after, 
sent  the  cases  which  originally  contained  the  goods, 
to  the  custom  house,  and  requested  that  the  goods 
might  be  put  into  it- — but  the  collector  refused  to 
do  so  and  seized  the  goods. 

On  the  part  of  the  claimants  it  was  shown  that 
the  goods  proved  unsaleable  in  this  market,  and 
they  ordered  their  custom  house  clerk  to  pack  them 
for  exportation,  and  put  them  in  the  original  case 
if  it  could  be  found.  The  clerk  could  not  find  the 
original  case,  and  put  the  goods  in  another,  and 
made  the  marks  on  it  correspond  with  the  marks  on 
the  orignal  package,  and  sent  it  to  the  custom 
house.  On  the  objection  being  made  at  the  custom 
house,  another  search  was  made  for  the  case  which 
originally  contained  the  goods  and  it  was  found 
and  sent  up  as  already  stated  to  the  custom  house. 

The  court  charged,  that  the  fact  of  disagreement 
between  the  original  package  in  which  the  goods 
were  imported  and  the  one  in  which  the  goods, 
were  sent  to  the  custom  house,  was  admitted.  The 
only  question  therefore,  for  the  jury  to  decide,  was, 
had  the  claimants  brought  themselves  within  the 
provision  of  the  law  which  exempted  their  goods 
from  forfeiture.  If,  from  the  evidence  adduced, 
the  jury  were  satisfied  that  the  apparent  irregulari- 
ty arose  from  mistake  or  accident,  they  ought  in 
such  case  to  find  for  the  claimants,  but  if  the  jury 
thought  otherwise,  they  must  find  for  the  United 
States. 

The  jury,  without  leaving  their  seats,  gave  a 
verdict  for  the  claimants. 

For  the  claimants,  Mr.  Lord,  for  the  U.  S.  Mr. 
Cutler.  [ Journal  of  Commerce. 

Deadly  weapons.  The  law  against  carrying 
deadly  weapons  is  very  severe  in  the  islandof  Cuba, 
and  is  enforced  with  great  strictness.  Some  short 
time  ago  two  American  sailors  went  on  shore  at 
Havana,  having  about  them  the  ordinary  jack- 
knives  worn  by  seamen;  and  were  immediately  ar- 
rested and  sentenced  to  imprisonment  and  hard  la- 
bor for  six  years.  They  are  said  to  be  still  in  con- 
finement. 

Small  notes.  The  National  Intelligencer 
states,  that  the  agent  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
rail  road  in  Washington,  w:as  charged  before  jus- 
tice Coote  with  having  passed  and  circulated  with- 
in the  county  of  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, certain  notes  or  bank  bills  of  a less  deno- 
mination than  five  dollars.  The  agent  entered  into 
a recognizance  for  his  appearance  to  answer  the 
charge  at  the  next  term  of  the  criminal  court  for 
the  said  county.  The  Intelligencer  states  further, 
that  the  charge  brought  against  the  agent  for  pass- 


ing and  circulating  these  notes  appears  to  have 
been  admitted.  The  object  of  the  rail  road  com- 
pany, through  their  agent,  appears  to  be  to  ascer- 
tain the  constitutionality  of  the  law  of  the  United 
States  prohibiting  the  circulation  of  small  notes 
within  the  District  of  Columbia,  which  law  passed 
during  the  last  session  of  congress.  The  notes 
passed  by  the  agent  were  issued  by  the  banks  of 
Delaware. 

Banking  associations.  The  Mobile  Journal 
states  that  it  has  been  decided  in  the  circuit  court 
of  that  state,  at  the  late  term  held  in  Bibb  county, 
that  the  Real  Estate  banks,  and  other  unchartered 
banking  associations,  that  sprung  up  so  abundantly 
in  Alabama  a year  or  two  ago,  cannot  lawfully 
maintain  suit  on  the  notes  and  bills  which  they 
have  discounted  or  purchased.  Suit  was  brought 
to  recover  the  amount  of  several  bills  so  held,  for. 
the  benefit  of  the  Selma  “Real  Estate  and  banking 
company,”  and  the  plea  was  interposed  that  the 
company  was  unauthorised  by  law  to  do  banking 
business,  and  therefore  incompetent  to  sue.  Judge 
Shortridge  sustained  the  plea,  and  the  verdict  was 
taken  for  the  defendants.  The  case  has  been  car- 
ried up  to  the  supreme  court  on  a bill  of  excep- 
tions to  the  charge  of  the  court. 

A singular  case.  On  Friday  afternoon  last, 
before  alderman  Johnson  of  Southwark,  Mrs.  Mary 
M.  Tees  was  chaiged,  on  the  oath  of  John  C.  Bench- 
key,  with  having,  on  the  7th  of  Sept,  last,  felo- 
neously  taken  and  carried  away  a bond  and  mort- 
gage, with  the  intent  of  defrauding  said  complain- 
ant of  five  thousand  dollars.  The  circumstances  of 
the  case,  in  evidence,  were,  that  the  defendant, 
who  is  a married  woman,  residing  in  Kensington, 
had  become  acquainted  with  Benchkey  at  a for- 
tune teller’s,  and  finding  he  was  a man  of  conside- 
rable property  in  Southwark,  frequently  visited 
him,  and  succeeded  so  far  in  ingratiating  herself 
with  him,  that  on  her  representations  and  offer  to 
obtain  for  him  $ 5,000  on  mortgage,  from  persons 
in  Kensington,  he  caused  a bond  and  mortgage  to 
be  drawn  for  that  amount,  which  he  placed  in  her 
hands;  but  she  failed  in  procuring  the  money  at 
that  time,  and  returned  the  writings  to  him,  after 
having  them  in  her  possession  several  days. 

Mr.  B.  in  the  meanwhile  being  sick  and  confined 
to  his  room,  was,  under  the  specious  guise  of  friend- 
ship, frequently  visited  by  the  lady,  who,  it  is  said, 
on  the  last  visit  took  occasion  to  abstract  the  said 
bond  and  mortgage  from  the  bureau  in  his  room, 
which  she  entered  while  he  was  sleeping.  She 
was  watched  by  the  housekeeper  of  Mr.  B.  who 
states  that  she  saw  her,  through  the  keyhole,  take 
out  papers  of  some  kind,  On  finding  his  loss,  Mr. 
B.  attempted  to  get  her  to  restore  the  papers,  which 
she  refused  to  do,  alleging  that  she  had  given  for 
them  the  consideration  named  on  their  face;  which 
assertion,  by  the  way,  she  again  made  in  her  de- 
fence before  the  magistrate.  On  making  search  in 
the  recorder’s  office,  to  his  great  consternation,  Mr. 
B.  found  the  bond  and  mortgage  had  been  duly  re- 
corded, and  that  he  was  in  a fair  way  to  be  defraud- 
ed in  a legal  way  out  of  $ 5,000 . He  forthwith 
made  a complaint  to  the  magistrate,  charging  her 
with  larceny,  and  on  a hearing  of  all  the  evidence, 
she  was  committed  for  trial.  The  case  has  already 
been  returned  to  court,  and  will  probably  be  tried 
this  week.  [U.  S.  Gazette. 

Can  citizens  residing  abroad  be  sued  as 
aliens?  At  the  October  term  of  the  U.  S.  circuit 
court  at  Boston,  judge  Story  disposed  of  a case  of 
very  great  interest  to  the  mercantile  community, 
involving  a novel  question  respecting  the  duties  and 
liabilities  of  American  merchants  residing  abroad. 

It  was  a bill  in  equity  brought  by  George  Wildes 
and  others,  merchants  of  London,  against  Theodore 
D.  Parker,  an  insolvent  debtor,  of  Boston,  and  Wil- 
liam Dehon,  esq.  his  assignee. 

It  seems  that  Parker  formerly  obtained  a judg- 
ment in  this  court  against  the  plaintiff's,  describing 
them  as  aliens,  whereas  in  point  of  fact  one  of  the 
plantiffs,  Mr.  Thomas  Searle,  is  a native  of  Massa- 
chusetts, who  resides  in  London,  but  has  never 
been  naturalized  in  Eugland.  The  defendants  in 
this  suit  pleaded  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  on 
the  ground  that  Searle  was  not  an  alien,  but  was  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States  residing  abroad,  was  to 
be  considered  so  far  an  alien,  but  was  a citizen  of 
Massachusetts.  The  question,  then,  was  whether 
a citizen  of  the  United  States  residing  abroad,  was 
to  bn  considered  so  far  an  alien  that  he  can  sue  and 
be  sued  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States. 

The  case  was  argued  at  chambers  by  Ivers  J. 
Austin  for  the  plaintiff's,  and  by  Dehon  for  defen- 
dant. 

Judge  Story  said  he  considered  the  question  of 
very  great  importance,  as  it  was  well  known  that 
thousands  of  our  citizens  were  actually  residents  in 
foreign  countries.  It  was  also  a novel  question. 
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In  many  cases  persons  residing  abroad  must  be  con- 
sidered as  aliens;  but  whether  a mere  residence  out 
of  the  country  would  enable  a person  to  come  into 
the  United  States  courts  as  aliens,  he  was  not  pre- 
pared to  say.  On  the  whole,  he  desired  that  the 
question  should  be  carried  up  to  the  supreme  court 
at  Washington,  that  it  might  be  finally  settled  by 
the  highest  tribunal  in  the  country. 

Ill  case  that  court  should  decide  that  Mr,  Searle. 
was  a citizen  and  could  not  sue  in  this  court,  another 
question  would  arise;  and  that  was,  whether  Parker 
could  rely  on  that  fact,  having  alleged  in  a former 
case  that  the  present  plaintiffs  were  aliens.  This 
was  a very  important  question. 

His  honor  concluded  by  saying  that  he  was  not 
prepared  to  express  an  opinion  on  the  principal 
question,  but  the  more  he  thought  of  it  the  more  he 
was  inclined  to  the  opinion  that  the  court  had  no 
jurisdiction.  He  would  add  that  it  was  not  neces- 
sary for  the  counsel  to  be  present  at  the  argument 
in  Washington.  If  they  3ent  on  printed  arguments 
the  court  would  act  on  them,  having  adopted  a rule 
to  decide  cases  where  one  or  both  sides  were  pre- 
sented by  a printed  argument  in  the  same  manner 
as  if  counsel  were  present.  If  the  arguments  were 
sent  on  early  in  the  terra,  they  would  receive  early 
attention,  and  the  case  would  undoubtedly  be  de- 
cided at  the  next  term.  [Bost.  Daily  Adv. 

Obstruction  of  highways.  In  the  supreme 
court  of  Massachusetts.  City  of  Lowell  vs.  Lowell 
rail  road.  Two  persons  fell  into  a deep-cut  in  one 
of  the  streets  of  Lowell,  made  by  the  rail  road,  to 
which  the  latter  bad  neglected  to  place  barriers. — 
The  parties  injured  recovered  $3,000,  douhle  dama- 
ges and  costs,  of  the  city  of  Lowell,  and  the  city 
sued  the  rail  road  to  recover  it  back.  The  court 
decided  that  the  corporation  had  a right  to  remove 
the  barriers  wdien  their  work  required  it,  but  must 
replace  them  every  night,  and  that  neglecting  to 
replace  them  made  them  liable  for  all  injuries  that 
followed.  The  only  doubt  was,  whether,  though 
responsible  to  the  parties  injured,  they  were  so  to 
the  city,  both  being  delinquent;  but  the  court  held 
that  the  principal  delinquent  being  the  rail  road 
company,  they  were  liable  to  the  city,  though  only 
for  the  actual  damages;  and  as  the  city  had  not  no- 
tified the  company  of  the  suit  in  which  double 
damages  were  recovered,  the  latter  was  only  liable 
for  single  damages  and  no  costs. 

We  find  the  above  in  the  Boston  Post,  and  copy 
it  for  a caution  to  our  city  and  district  authorities, 
and  a hint  to  individuals  who  may  suffer  by  the 
carelessness  of  public  officers.  In  all  cases  where 
accidents  occur  to  passengers  along  public  streets, 
from  a want  of  proper  care  on  the  part  of  officers 
of  the  corporation,  a suit  for  damages  can  be  and 
ought  to  be  sustained.  Trenches  for  hydrants  are 
sometimes  left  open,  and  worse  than  trenches, 
broad  and  deep,  for  public  culverts,  are  left  open 
at  night,  with  some  slight  bar  placed  across  the 
termination,  serving  very  well  in  the  day  time  to 
admonish  people  of  the  danger;  but  of  a dark  night, 
horses,  gigs  and  carriages,  passengers  and  others, 
are  liable  to  be  ingulfed.  In  all  these  cases,  the 
caution  is  not  manifest,  unless  lamp  lights  be  placed 
at  the  point  of  danger;  and,  indeed,  under  some 
circumstances,  an  extra  watchman  may  be  re- 
quired. [U.  S.  Gazette. 

[Individuals  are  of  course  liable,  equally  with 
corporations,  for  any  injuries  sustained  by  obstruc- 
tions, &c.  caused  by  them  in  the  high-ways.] 

State  vs.  Notrebes.  In  the  case  of  the  state 
of  Arkansas  vs.  the  Notrebes  tried  at  the  late  sitting 
of  the  circuit  court  in  Arkansas  county,  on  an  in- 
dictment for  the  murder  of  Marcus  B.  Desha,  in 
April  last,  Mr.  Eugene  Notrebe  was  acquitted;  and 
a nolle  prosequi  entered  as  to  the  other  defendants. 

State  vs.  Mrs.  Eleanor  Knowles.  Revolt- 
ing. Mrs.  Eleanor  Knowles  is  now  bein°-  tried  at 
Perrysburg,  Ohio,  for  the  murder  of  her  "husband. 
The  following  is  a sample  of  the  evidence,  and  of 
some  revolting  developments  in  practical  amalga- 
mation: 

Ellen  Silsby,  (one  of  the  witnesses).  She,  (Mrs. 
Knowles),  told  me  that  she  would  poison  him,  (Mr. 
Knowles) — be  the  death  of  him,  some  way  or  other 

three  or  four  or  five  weeks  before  his  death she 

said  it  was  no  more  harm  to  kill  him  than  it  was 
to  kill  a snake,  and  that  she  could  do  it  with  a free 
good  will.  She  hated  him  as  bad  as  she  hated  a 

snake — they  quarrelled  and  fit  all  the  while there 

was  not  a day  or  an  hour  but  what  they  were  quar- 
relling and  fighting.  She  sent  me  to  get  the  poi- 
son—told  me  she  wanted  it  to  kill  rats  with— and 
told  me  to  tell  Mr.  Griswold  that  she  wanted  it  for 
that  purpose — gave  me  a shilling  to  get  it  with— I 

told  Mr.  Griswold  so.  I enquired  for  arsenic 

fetched  it  home,  gave  it  to  her,  turned  and  left  the 
room,  to  lay  off  my  things,  and  when  I came  out, 


saw  nothing  of  the  arsenic— never  saw  it  since,  ex- 
cept in  court  the  Saturday  subsequent. 

John  C.  Smith  boarded  in  the  house.  Sometime 
in  the  month  of  March,  Mr.  Knowles  reproved 
Ellen  S.  for  going  off  and  being  away  at  night,  and 
stated  that  if  she  kept  company  with  colored  men, 
she  must  leave  the  house;  she  replied  that  there 
was  colored  men  or  negroes  as  good  as  any  white 
men(lll)  Mr.  K.  spoke  in  anger — she  attempted 
to  advocate  that  negroes  were  as  good  as  whites — 
there  was  then  a serious  quarrel — he  went  so  far  as 
to  order  her  from  the  house.  There  were  other 
and  frequent  quarrels  about  doing  work  in  the 
house,  that  work  was  not  done  according  to  Mr. 
K’s.  liking,  none  other  that  I know  of. 


MISCELLANEOUS  ARTICLES. 

Shower  of  insects.  In  of  the  numbers  of  the  Jour- 
nal de  St.  Petersburg,  we  find  the  following  inter- 
esting account  of  the  fall  of  a shower  of  insects  dur- 
ing a snow  storm  in  Russia. 

On  the  17th  of  October,  1827,  there  fell  in  the 
district  of  Rjev,  (in  the  government  of  Twer),  a 
shower  of  snow  in  the  space  of  about  ten  versts, 
(nearly  seven  English  miles),  which  contained  the 
village  of  Pakrolf  and  its  environs.  It  was  accom- 
panied in  its  fall  by  a prodigious  quantity  of  worms 
of  a black  color,  ringed,  and  in  length,  three-quar- 
ters of  a wershek,  (equal  to  one  inch  and  three- 
quarters  English).  The  head  of  these  insects  was 
fiat  and  shining,,  furnished  with  antenna,  and  the 
hair  in  the  form  of  whiskers,  while  the  body  from  the 
head  to  about  one-third  of  their  length,  resembled  a 
band  of  black  velvet.  They  had  on  each  side  three 
feet,  by  means  of  which  they  appeared  to  crawl  very 
fast  upon  the  snow,  and  assembled  in  groups  about 
the  plants,  and  the  holes  in  trees  and  buildings. — 
Several  having  been  exposed  to  the  air,  in  a vessel 
filled  with  snow,  lived  there  till  the  26th  of  October, 
although  in  that  interval  the  thermometer  had  fallen 
eight  degrees  below  zero.  Some  others  which  had 
been  frozen  continued  equally  Ions  in  life,  for  they 
were  not  found  exactly  encrusted  with  the  ice,  but 
they  had  formed  round  their  bodies  a space  similar 
to  the  hollow  of  a tree.  When  they  were  plunged 
into  water,  they  swam  about  as  if  they  had  received 
no  injury,  but  those  which  were  carried  into  a warm 
place  perished  in  a few  minutes. 

A man  rescued  from  a tiger  by  a lion.  A Birr  cor- 
respondent of  the  Dublin  Post,  dating  Friday,  says: 
“Since  I came  here  I have  heard  an  anecdote  of  one 
of  Batty’s  lions,  which  shows  the  sagacity  of  that 
noble  animal  in  a remarkable  point  of  view.  Those 
who  visited  Batty’s  menagerie,  in  Dublin,  will  re- 
member that  he  had  two  lions  and  a tiger  tamed  to- 
gether in  the  same  cage,  and  whilst  exhibiting  at 
Roscre  a few  days  ago,  the  keeper  of  these  animals, 
whilst  in  the  cage  with  them,  missed  his  foot  and 
feel  upon  the  tiger,  which  was  asleep  at  the  mo- 
ment. The  animal, Lecorne  enraged,  and,  jumping 
up,  caught  the  unfortunate  man  by  the  thigh.  A 
thrill  of  horror  pervaded  the  hundreds  of  spectators 
who  were  visiting  the  exhibition  at  the  time,  and 
the  man’s  destruction  was  deemed  inevitable,  when, 
to  the  inexpressible  jov,  as  well  as  amazement  of  all 
present,  the  lion  seized  the  tiger  by  the  neck,  and 
caused  it  at  once  to  relinquish  its  hold,  whilst  the 
man  was  dragged  out  of  his  cage,  bleeding  in  a dre  id- 
ful  manner.  He  was  immediately  placed  under  the 
care  of  Dr.  Tynam,  of  this  town,  and  is  now  quite 
recovered. 

Van  Amburgh  outdone.  The  lion  emperor,  (as  we 
suppose  he  must  be  called,  to  distinguish  him  from 
Van  Amburgh),  Mr.  Carter,  made  his  first  appea- 
rance at  Astley’s,  in  a piece  entitled,  The  Miracle, 
or  Afghan,  the  Lion  King.”  In  the  first  act  of  this 
piece,  Mr.  Carter  fought  with  a tiger.  The  beast! 
of  prey  in  the  outset  mastered  the  man,  and  dragged 
him  from  a platform  dowm  a flight  of  steps,  and  af- 
ter a contest  for  superiority  for  some  time  the  animal 
is  mastered,  and  is  led  off  tame  as  a killen.  All  this 
takes  place  on  the  open  stage,  without  the  restraints 
a cage — the  tiger  has  the  same  latitude  as  his  brother 
performers,  uncontrolled.  In  the  second  act  he  in- 
troduces the  novel  and  beautiful  display  of  a lion 
in  harness,  peaceably  and  docilely  drawing  him  in  a 
chariot.  The  lion  is  a magnificent  animal,  but  meek 
and  mild,  and  seems  to  manage  itself  rather  than  be 
managed.  In  the  third  act  he  brought  out  a beautiful 
leopard,  and  playing  with  it,  attached  to  a leading- 
string, as  he  would  have  done  a lap-dog.  His  per- 
formances, of  course,  comprehended  all  the  experi- 
ments of  thrusting  hi3  arms  and  legs  in  the  mouths 
of  the  creatures,  and  all  that  was  done  with  ease,  ele- 
gance, and  perfect  safety.  When  the  curtain  drop- 
ped, the  audience  called  loudly  for  the  Lion  King, 
and  he  presented  himself  to  receive  the  congratula- 
tions of  the  house,  leading  in  his  favorite  tiger,  who 
partook  of  the  repast  of  praise,  as  if  he  had  been 
taught  to  expect  it. 


COTTON  CONVENTION. 

At  a meeting  of  planters  and  merchants,  held  in 
convention  at  Macon,  Georgia,  Tuesday  October  22, 
1839. 

On  motion  of  I.  G.  Seymour,  esq.  the  hon.T.  But- 
ler King  was  called  to  the  chair,  and  C.  A.  Higgins 
appointed  secretary. 

Members  as  delegates  reported  themselves  to  the 
meeting. 

FROM  GEORGIA. 

Columbus. — D.  McDougald,  Jas.  R.  Jones,  A.  B. 
Davis,  T.  Hoxey,  J no.  Woolfolk,  Jas.  Candler,  Jno. 
Warren,  K.  McKenzie. 

Macon — I.G.  Seymour,  Thomas  Hardeman,  Wm, 
Hamilton,  C.  Collins,  J.  Cowles,  J.  Lamar,  E.  Beall, 
G.  Jewett,  C.  Cotton,  A.  Clopton,  J.  Goddard,  D. 
Flauders,  L.  Eckley,  J.  A.  Nisbet,  D.  Gunn,  J.  T. 
Rowland,  C.  A.  Higgins,  John  S.  M.  Baldwin,  J . 
B.  Ross,  M.  Bartlett. 

Milledgeville — J.  R.  Anderson,  B.  T.  Bethune. 

Fori  Gaines — John  Dill,  C.  N.  Sudduth. 

Jones  county — A.  H.  Flewellen,  D.  W.  Smith, 
James  Gray,  Jonathan  Parish. 

Troup  county — R.  A.  T.  Ridley,  Henry  Long, 
Thomas  Cooke,  Wylie  Womack,  Wm.  M.  Roberts, 
John  E.  Gage. 

Sumter  county — John  W.  Cowart,  Jos.  Scrutch- 
ens,  Basil  Lamar. 

I [arris  county — Dr.  David  Cooper,  G.  D.  Bryan, 
Martin  Crawford. 

Stewart  county — John  D.  Pitts,  J.  T.  B.  Turner, 
N.  Robinson. 

Monroe  county — James  S.  Pinckard,  S.  W.  Bur- 
ney, W.  M.  Pope,  W.  S.  Norman,  B.  F.  Harris, 
Jesse  Pope,  Amos  W.  Hammond. 

Coweta  county — Angus  H.  Stokes,  J.  E.  Robin- 
son. 

Twiggs  county — E.  Wimberley,  John  L.  Hodges, 
Wm.  Tarver,  I.  E.  Dupree,  Peyton  Reynolds,  Na- 
than Land,  Willis  Hodges,  James  Harrison,  Philip 
Cook. 

Crawford  county — Samuel  K.  Rutherford,  J.  A. 
Miller. 

Meriwether  county — John  H.  Jossey,  W.  B.  Proc- 
tor. 

Glynn  county — T.  Butler  King. 

FROM  ALABAMA. 

Russell  county — M.  W.  Perry,  R.  S.  Hardaway, 
Pleasant  Phillips. 

Barbour  county — Charles  C.  Mills. 

Mobile — John  R.  Blocker. 

Green  county — John  J.  Collier. 

Perry  county — L.  Upson. 

FROM  FLORIDA. 

SI.  Joseph — J.  W.  Smith. 

Leon  county — John  G.  Gamble,  William  Wyatt. 

On  motion  of  Jerry  Cowles,  esq.  Dr.  Thomas 
Hoxey,  of  Columbus,  was  nominated  president  of 
the  convention  and  unanimously  elected. 

On  motion  of  Jerry  Cowles,  Charles  A.  Higgins 
was  appointed  secretary  of  the  convention. 

Dr.  Thomas  Hoxey,  was  conducted  to  the  chair; 
and  after  stating  the  objects  of  the  convention,  an- 
nounced the  convention  as  organized,  and  ready  to 
proceed  to-  business. 

On  motion  of  Thomas  Butler  King,  the  conven- 
tion then  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning  at  10 
o’clock.  Adjourned. 

Wednesday,  Oct.  23,  1839. 

The  convention  met  at  10  o’clock  A.  M.  agreea- 
ble to  adjournment. 

Dr.  Thomas  Hoxey,  president,  in  the  chair. 

On  motion  of  C.  C.  Mills  of  Alabama,  that  the 
convention  be  opened  at  its  daily  sitting,  by  prayer 
to  the  Throne  of  Grace,  carried. 

The  president  requested  the  rev.  Mr.  Cassels,  of 
the  Presbyterian  church,  Macon,  Ga.  to  open  the 
meeting  by  prayer. 

Rev.  Mr.  Cassels  performed  that  duty,  and  the 
convention  proceeded  to  business. 

The  minutes  of  the  convention  of  yesterday  was 
read  by  the  secretary  and  confirmed. 

The  following  gentlemen  presented  themselves  as 
delegates  to  the  convention. 

GEORGIA. 

Savannah — A.  B.  Fannin. 

Macon— R.  H.  Randolph,  hou.  E.  A.  Nisbet,  I. 
Scott. 

Crawford  county — H.  B.  Troutman. 

Columbus — K.  McKenzie,  S.  T.  Chapman. 

Augusta — Wm.  Longstreet,  J.  S.  Combs. 

Muscogee  county—  M.  Torrence. 

Milledgeville— 1.  L.  Harris. 

Henry  county — A.  R.  Moore,  A.  V.  Mann,  M.  G. 
Dobbins,  H.  Varner. 

Lee  county— Rev.  John  Davis. 

ALABAMA. 

Perry  county — M.  Langdon. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

James  Hamilton. 
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FLORIDA. 

Leon  county-^l.  W.  Breeden. 

On  motion  of  C.  C.  Mills,  Ala.  that  Jones  Kend- 
rick, of  Wilkes,  county,  Ga.  be  invited  to  take  a 
seat  with  this  convention.  Cariied. 

On  motion,  T.  Butler  King,  Glynn  county,  Ga. 
that  Thomas  M.  C.  Prince,  of  Ala.  be  requested  to 
take  a seat  with  this  convention.  Carried. 

On  motion,  T.  Butler  King,  that  Henry  Shultz, 
of  Hamburg,  S.  C.  be  invited  to  take  a seat  with  this 
convention.  Carried. 

The  gentlemen  appeared  and  took  scats  as  mem- 
bers of  the  convention. 

On  motion,  E.  A.  Nisbet,  Macon,  Ga.  that  Uriah 
J.  Bullock  be  requested  to  act  as  assistant  secretary 
to  this  convention.  Carried. 

I On  motion,  T.  Butler  King,  Glynn  county,  Ga. 
that  a committee  of  be  appointed  by  the  pre- 
sident, to  report  to  this  convention  the  objects  of  its 
assemblage.  Carried. 

On  motion,  C.  C.  Mills,  Ala.  that  the  number  of 
the  committee  be  filled  with  21.  Carried. 

The  following  report  from  the  authors  of  the 
“Cotton  Circular,”  issued  from  New  York  in  July 
last,  calling  this  convention,  was  read  and  submit- 
ted by  gen.  James  Hamilton,  S.  C.  previous  to  the 
presidents  appointing  a committee  of  21. 

A resolution  was  adopted  by  the  meeting  of  south- 
ern planters  and  merchants,  held  in  the  city  of 
New  York  on  the  5th  of  July  last. 

Resolved, , That  general  James  Hamilton  be  autho- 
rised by  this  meeting  to  make  preliminary  arrange- 
ments with  four  to  five  houses  in  Liverpool,  and 
with  three  or  four  in  Havre,  to  take  the  agency  of 
receiving  and  disposing  of  such  consignments  of 
cotton,  from  the  south,  as  may  go  forwarded  in  ac- 
cordance with  such  measures  as  may  be  adopted  by 
a convention  proposed  to  be  held  in  Macon,  Geor- 
gia, on  the  fourth  Tuesday  in  October  next.  And 
that  he  be  requested  to  lay  before  said  convention, 
what  he  may  do  in  the  premises  subject  to  its  con- 
sideration and  approval. 

I beg  leave  to  report  to  this  convention,  that  I 
have  performed  the  duty  comprehended  within  the 
restrictions  of  the  above  resolution.  On  my  arrival 
in  Liverpool,  on  the  15th  of  August  last,  1 lost  no 
time  in  conferring  with  the  following  houses. 

Messrs.  Humphries  & Biddle,  Prince  & Fontaine, 
Molyneux,  Weatherby  &t  Co.  Purton,  Parker  & Co. 
Holford  & Co. 

And  on  the  Sth  September,  with  the  following 
houses  in  Havre: 

Messrs.  Delanney  &Co.  Dupasseurlk.  Co.  Pitsey, 
Vett  & Co.  Lewis,  Rodgers  & Co.  Hnttenguir  & 
Co.  Wells  tk.  Green,  Bonneffe,  Boisgerand  & Co. 

To  all  which  houses,  I explained  fully  the  mea- 
sures which  had  been  suggested  by  the  meet- 
ing of  New  York  on  the  Sth  July  last,  for  the  con- 
sideration  of  this  convention,  and  the  duties  which 
it  would  be  expected  that  they  would  discharge, 
under  the  proposed  agency,  that  by  placing  them 
under  no  advance  in  fact,  and  merely  as  the  accep- 
tors of  bills,  drawn  by  or  endorsed  by  the  responsi- 
ble banks  at  the  south  at  long  sight,  it  would  be 
expected  that  their  attention  would  be  directed  to 
the  most  advantageous  sale  of  the  respective  con- 
signments confided  to  their  care,  and  to  acting  in 
entire  concert  together  in  reference  as  to  the  best  in- 
terest of  those  whose  property  they  might  hold. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  in  submitting  Ihe  above 
list  of  houses,  with  the  understanding  I have  had 
respectively  with  them,  that  I have  discharged  that 
portion  of  the  duty  confided  on  me.  Therefore, 
with  the  simple  expression  of  my  opinion,  it  mere- 
ly remains  for  me  to  say,  that  every  confidence 
may  be  placed  in  the  ability  and  disposition  of  the 
gentlemen  composing  these  firms,  to  carry  into  ef- 
fect those  measures  which  now  form  the  subject  ol 
the  deliberations  of  this  convention.  It  remains 
for  the  convention  to  make  the  selections  from  the 
above  houses,  or  to  delegate  the  trust  elsewhere,  as 
they  may  deem  proper — all  of  which  is  respectfully 
submitted.  Signed,  J.  HAMILTON. 

M-icon,  Ocl.  22,  1839. 

On  motion  of  E.  A.  Nisbet,  Macon,  Georgia, 
that  the  report  just  read  by  general  Hamilton  be 
received  and  referred  to  the  committee  of  21.  Car- 
ried. 

John  G.  Gamble,  Florida,  submitted  the  following 
resolutions,  with  the  request  that  they  may  be  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  of  21. 

Resolved , That  the  convention  disclaims  all  inten- 
tion or  wish  by  its  action  to  obtain  for  American 
cottons,  higher  prices  than  such  as  will  naturally 
result  from  the  law  of  supply  and  demand.  And 
the  necessity  for  the  meeting  of  the  convention 
would  not  have  existed  but  for  combinations  and 
measures  adopted  elsewhere  for  disturbing  the  ope- 
rate i ol  that  law. 

Resolved,  That  while  our  habits  and  inclinations 
lead  us  to  prefer  agricultural  pursuits,  we  are  well 


apprised,  that,  if  it  shall  become  necessary,  we  can 
employ  a portion  of  our  labor  in  the  production  of 
cotton  yarns,  upon  terms  which  will  enable  us  to 
supply  the  weavers  of  Europe,  as  cheaply  as  can  be 
done  by  the  British  manufacturer.  Such  a conver- 
sion of  our  labor,  however,  is  not  desired  by  us 
— nor,  unless  forced  to  it  in  self-defence,  will  we 
have  the  disposition  to  break  up  the  commercial 
connexion  which  exists  between  the  cotton  planter 
and  British  spinners. 

Resolved,  That  it  will  be  expedient  to  take  mea- 
sures annually  to  procure  correct  information  of  the 
extent  of  the  cotton  crops  of  the  United  States — 
and  that  a committee  be  appointed  to  prepare  and 
report  to  the  convention,  a plan  lor  attaining  said 
object. 

On  motion,  C.  C.  Mills,  Ala.  that  col.  Gamble’s 
resolution  be  received,  and  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee of  21.  Carried. 

The  president  announced  the  following  gentlemen 
to  compose  the  committee  of  21. 

T.  Butler.  King,  of  Glynn  county,  Ga. 

Janies  Hamilton,  of  S.  C. 

M.  Langdon,  John  R.  Blocker,  of  Mobile,  Ala. 

Wm.  Longstreet,  of  Augusta,  Ga. 

L.  Upson,  of  Ala. 

Wm.  Wyatt,  of  Florida. 

A.  H.  Flewellen,  of  Jones  county,  Ga. 

J.  T.  B.  Turner,  of  Stewart  county,  Ga. 

John  Woolfolk,  of  Columbus,  Ga. 

R.  S.  Hardaway,  of  Ala. 

J.  G.  Gamble,  of  Florida. 

D.  McDougald,  of  Columbus,  Ga. 

A . B.  Fannin,  of  Savannah,  Ga. 

J.  J.  Collier,  of  Green  county,  Ala. 

I.  L.  Harris,  of  Milledgeville,  Ga. 

I.  G.  Seymour,  Wm.  Hamilton,  John  Lamar,  of 
Macon,  Ga. 

E.  Wimberly,  ofTwiggs  county,  Ga. 

J.  E.  Gage,  of  Troup  county,  Ga. 

On  motion,  T.  Butler  King,  Glynn  county,  Ga. 
That  this  convention  do  now  adjourn  until  to-mor- 
row morning  10  o’clock.  Adjourned. 

Thursday,  Oct.  24.  The  convention  assembled 
according  to  adjournment,  but  on  receiving  the  an- 
nouncement that  the  committee  of  twenty-one 
would  not  be  able  to  report  until  12  o’clock,  the 
meeting  was  detained  for  a short  time  by  interest- 
ing remarks  from  different  gentlemen,  and  then 
adjourned  to  12  o’clock,  M.  to  receive  the  report. 

Accordingly,  at  that  hour  the  committee  pre- 
sented the  following  report  and  resolutions,  which 
after  a brief  discussion,  were  unanimously  adopted. 

REPORT. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  reso- 
lution instructing  them  to  present  the  subjects  on 
which  the  convention  was  called  upon  to  delibe- 
rate and  act,  beg  leave  to  report: 

That,  after  the  full  exposition  which  is  contained 
in  the  cotton  circular  adopted  by  the  planters  and 
merchants,  at  their  meeting  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  on  the  5th  of  July  last,  they  deem  it  in  some 
degree  superfluous  minutely  to  explain  or  to  en- 
large on  the  points  submitted  to  the  people  of  the 
cotton  growing  states,  in  (hat  document. 

We  have  therefore  convened  for  the  purpose  of 
considering — 

1st.  Whether  there  be  any  inherent  defect  in  the 
mode  and  manner  of  shipping  our  great  staple  un- 
der the  existing  system  of  advances,  made  by  the 
agents  of  the  foreign  houses,  through  whom  it  has 
been  hitherto  principally  exported? 

2d.  Whether,  if  the  injurious  tendency  of  the 
system  be  demonstrated,  there  exists  within  our- 
selves any  remedy? 

We  will  now,  as  succinctly  as  possible,  proceed 
to  the  discussion  of  these  points. 

It  is  well  known  that,  with  the  exception  of  the 
very  inconsiderable  portion  of  the  crop  purchased 
under  direct  orders,  for  the  spinners,  and  for  fo- 
reign account,  the  great  bulk  of  our  cotton  is  ship- 
ped either  by  the  planter  or  merchant,  or  dealer, 
under  advances  made  by  the  agents  of  foreign 
houses.  The  mode  in  which  this  operation  is  con- 
ducted is  as  follows. 

Usually,  the  banks  in  the  southern  slates  ad- 
vance the  money  that  moves  forward  the  whole 
crop,  (or  nearly  so)  on  letters  of  credit,  as  securi- 
ty. The  bills  founded  upon  these  securities  are 
usually  at  60  days  sight.  They  are  forwarded  at 
once;  but  the  cotton  being  much  more  tardy  in  its 
movement,  they  frequently  mature  before  Ihe  arri- 
val ot  the  cotton,  and  the  cotton  has  to  be  forced 
upon  the  market;  or  the  acceptor  of  the  bill  has  lo 
pledge  the  cotton  to  brokers  or  bankers,  to  raise  the 
money  to  meet  his  acceptance.  This  may  be  done 
when  money  is  plenty,  without  difficulty;  but  the 
moment  it  becomes  necessary  for  the  holder  of  the 
cotton,  or  the  banks,  to  realise  the  funds  advanced 
on  it,  then  the  cotton  must  be  sold,  whether  during 


a depressed  or  favorable  market.  Whenever  the 
Bank  of  England  refuses  to  discount  the  cotton  re- 
ceiver’s bill  upon  his  broker,  endorsed  by  hi3  bank- 
er, his  banker  cannot  give  him  any  further  means; 
because,  peradventure,  the  Bank  of  England  has 
set  her  face  against  transactions  in  cotton.  Then  the 
cotton  must  be  sold  at  any  sacrifice  to  the  spinners, 
who  are  well  advised  of  the  amount  of  our  staple 
thus  ready  for  sacrifice,  and  the  period  when  it 
must  be  forced  upon  the  market.  It  moreover  may 
happen  that  the  bills  which  the  parties  shipping 
the  cotton  have  received  may  be  good,  or  good  for 
nothing,  and  what  does  the  planter  and  shipper 
trust  to  when  he  agrees  to  take  these  bills  in  return 
for  the  produce  of  his  industry?  He  trusts,  first,  to 
the  authority  of  the  agent  lo  make  the  stipulated 
advance,  and  to  draw  the  necessary  bills  on  his 
principal.  He  trusts  in  the  next  place,  to  the  in- 
clination of  the  parties  abroad — first,  to  accept  the 
bills;  and,  secondly,  to  pay  them  at  maturity.  But 
he  trusts,  finally,  to  the  skill  and  judgment  of  the 
foreign  house,  in  the  realization  of  ihe  property, 
and  to  their  ability  and  disposition  to  hold  it  until 
the  most  favorable  moment  for  its  sale.  The  re- 
ceiver of  the  cotton  risks  nothing  but  the  diffe- 
rence between  the  market  value  and  the  price  ad- 
vanced, unless  the  latter  is  both  extravagant  and 
speculative,  (which  one  party  ought  not  to  ask, 
nor  the  other  to  give),  the  risk  is  trifling. 

We  are  aware  that  it  may  be  urged,  that  proba- 
bly four-fifths  of  the  produce  of  the  globe  is  circu- 
lated by  the  means  of  bills  of  exchange.  It  is  just 
as  certain  that  protested  bills  drawn  against  ship- 
ments of  cotton  are  sent  back  by  thousands  and 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars,  by  every  packet, 
whenever  the  market  is  temporarily  or  permanently 
depressed.  If  the  price  is  high  enough  to  cover 
them,  they  are  accepted,  if  not,  the  reverse  inevi- 
tably follows. 

We  think,  from  this  statement,  it  must  be  alto- 
gether obvious,  that  our  great  staple  is  without  any 
protection  wdiatsoever;  to  say  nothing  of  the  fact 
that  it  may  sometimes  be  in  the  hands  and  at  the 
mercy  of  those  whose  interests  and  sympathies  are 
with  the  buyers  of  the  article,  rather  than  with  the 
shippers  or  the  producers. 

Indeed  it  is  altogether  impossible  to  conceive  a 
system  of  sale  so  utterly  defenceless,  for  an  im- 
portant article,  which  performs  such  an  essential 
office  in  regulating  the  exchanges  and  influencing 
the  currency  of  our  country. 

We  will  now  proceed  to  the  second  branch. 

2d.  Having  thus  demonstrated  the  injurious  ten- 
dency of  this  system,  the  question  aiises  whether 
there  exists  within  ourselves  any  remedy?  The 
avow’ed  designs  of  this  convention  being  to  devise 
some  means  to  protect,  in  future,  a most  important 
American  interest,  we  pass  at  once  to  its  conside- 
ration. 

It  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  advert  to  that  de- 
rangement in  the  monetary  system  of  the  United 
States,  which,  in  1S37,  led  to  a suspension  of  specie 
payments  throughout  the  American  republic.  At 
that  time  our  country  owed  to  Great  Britain  a large 
commercial  debt,  arising  out  of  the  excess  in  value 
of  the  imports  over  the  exports  of  the  U.  States,  in 
their  trade  with  England. 

To  pay  this  balance  in  specie,  was  impracticable. 
An  unusually  favorable  season  liad  given  us  a crop 
of  unprecedented  abundance  in  the  cotton  growing 
states.  To  transmit  this  property  to  the  country  of 
our  great  creditor,  as  fast  as  possible,  as  ar.  evidence 
that  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  were  neither 
wanting  in  the  means  nor  the  disposition  to  redeem 
all  their  obligations,  the  aid  of  the  banking  institu- 
tions w'as  invoked;  and  to  guard  a part  of  the  pro- 
perty, so  transmitted,  through  their  instrumentality, 
from  unnecessary  sacrifice  in  the  market  of  con- 
sumption, the  agency  of  Humphries  and  Biddle 
was  established  at  Liverpool.  The  result  of  that 
agency,  in  winding  up  the  large  crop  of  1833,  is 
conclusive  proof  of  what  may  be  done  by  consig- 
nees thoroughly  devoted  to  American  interests, 
subject  to  no  necessity  by  heavy  advances,  to  glut 
the  market  by  forcing  upon  it  large  stocks  in  con- 
stant and  disasterous  succession. 

In  this  brief  outline  is  embraced  the  whole  head 
and  front  of  the  offence  which  has  led  to  so  much 
animated  discussion  and  wide-spread  denunciation 
in  the  public  prints  of  both  countries. 

Whenever  a dispassonate  and  disinterested  judg- 
ment shall  be  pronounced  upon  the  motives  and  ob- 
jects of  those  who  established  this  agency,  that 
judgment  will  prove  equally  honorable  to  their  sa- 
gacity and  their  pa  riotism;  and  to  the  gentlemen  in 
Liverpool  who  conducted  its  affairs — who  are  entit- 
led to  the  abiding  confidence  of  ourpeople,  for  the 
fidelity  and  firmness  with  which  they  adhered  to  the 
interests  of  their  constituents. 

It  might  naturally  have  been  expected  that  when 
the  causes  which  had  led  to  the  establishment  of 
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■this  agency  for  (he  defence  of  our  great  staple  had 
been  removed,  the  trade  would  fall  back  into  its  old 
channels,  and  that  the  protection  for  our  interests 
would  be  ample,  with  the  means  at  the  command  of 
individuals  engaged  in  it. 

No  one  sought  to  prevent  this.  The  field  was 
open  to  the  enterprise  of  all.  No  embarrassment 
was  wantonly  thrown  in  the  way  of  any  one.  No* 
thing  has  been  said  or  done,  by  the  so  called  “mono- 
polists,” to  prevent  others  from  entering  into  a fair 
connection  with  them. 

But  we  have  unfortunately  been  obliged  to  learn 
by  a severe  lesson,  that  other  countries,  as  well  as 
our  own,  may  at  times  be  destitute  of  an  adequate 
supply  of  the  precious  metals.  We  have  to  realize 
the  painful  truth,  that  after  devoting  our  capital,  our 
anxious  attention  and  our  labor  to  produce  a good 
crop,  and  after  witnessing  the  partial  disappoint- 
ment of  our  hopes,  from  the  unfavorable  influence 
of  the  elements  in  our  own  country,  the  value  of 
what  we  have  secured  is  to  be  essentially  diminish- 
ed by  the  extent  or  deficiency,  of  a different  crop  in 
another  country. 

Granting  that  the  calamity  of  a short  harvest  in 
England  being  an  act  of  Providence,  by  which  the 
productive  energies  of  her  people  are  rendered  of 
less  value,  has  to  be  and  ought  to  be  ultimately 
shared  by  all  other  countries,  participating  in  her 
commerce,  and  that  submission  is  consequently  no 
less  a matter  of  necessity  than  a point  ot  duty,  it 
by  no  means  follows  that  one  section  of  the  world 
should  bear  the  greater  part  of  the  burthen  of  such 
loss,  by  the  depreciation  of  its  own  productions  in  a 
disproportionate  degree. 

This  we  maintain  has  been  the  effect  whether  it 
was  designed  to  be  so  or  not,  by  the  course  which 
has  been  pursued  by  the  Bank  of  England  in  regard 
to  the  cotton  crop  of  the  United  States.  That  par- 
ticular article  has  been  selected  from  all  other  arti- 
ticles,  as  the  one  which  was  to  be  sold  at  low  rates 
in  England,  because  food  had  to  be  purchased  from 
other  countries  at  high  rates,  to  sustain  her  people. 
We  are  aware  that  this  position  will  be  vehemently 
denied.  It  is,  nevertheless,  strictly  true.  Let  any 
man  look  over  a file  of  English  commercial  news- 
papers for  the  past  eight  months  and  see  if  he  can 
discover  any  other  article  of  merchandise  or  trade, 
in  which  speculation  has  been  so  energetically  de- 
nounced, or  relative  to  which  so  many  combinations 
have  been  developed,  calculated  to  prevent  its 
yielding  a fair  remunerating  price,  to  the  producer 
or  importer.  Let  him  review  the  prices  current — 
the  agreements  among  .spinners — the  articles  on 
the  money  market — the  statistics  of  the  crop,  and 
consumption — the  advance  of  the  rates  of  discount 
by  the  Bank  of  England — and  then  let  him  say,  if 
there  is  one  word  in  them  all  which  depreciates  a 
rise  in  the  price  of  sugar,  coffee,  saltpetre,  indigo 
or  tea,  or  any  other  production  save  cotton?  Let 
him  then  honestly  state  his  conviction,  whether 
there  has  or  has  not  been  a combined,  extensive  and 
most  influential  efforts  to  depreciate  the  value  of  the 
cotton  crop  of  the  United  States? 

If  we  shall  be  fully  satisfied  of  the  truth  of  these 
propositions,  there  can  remain  no  doubt  of  the  jus- 
tice, or  the  propriety  of  our  adopting  such  measures 
of  self  protection  as  shall  guard  our  interests  against 
such  influences  in  future. 

The  question  arises,  what  these  measures  shall 
be?  Here  we  will  take  occasion  to  advert  to  the 
gross  misrepresentation  of  the  motives  and  objects 
of  those  who  are  responsible  for  the  call  of  this  con- 
vention. It  has  been  said,  that  it  was  nothing  more 
nor  less  than  to  get  up  a scheme  for  giving  a specu- 
lative excitement  to  prices,  to  establish  a permanent 
monopoly  in  the  cotton  market,  and  to  seduce,  by 
the  temptation  of  high  profits,  the  banks  fiom  the 
sphere  of  their  legitimate  business  to  turn  merch- 
ants; and  thus  to  derange  the  whole  commerce  of 
the  country. 

These  allegations  are  utterly  untrue.  In  the  first 
place,  we  avow  that  nothing  would  be  more  injuri- 
ous to  that  great  desideratum,  steadiness  in  the  price 
of  our  staple,  than  any  temporary  and  undue  ex- 
citement in  the  market,  whilst  the  charge  of  mono- 
poly w hen  the  whole  crop  is  open  to  the  competition 
of  the  whole  world,  is  equally  unfounded.  It  will 
be  perceived,  in  the  sequel,  that  so  far  from  desir- 
ing to  force,  or  seduce  the  banks  into  the  risks  of 
commercial  adventures,  that  we  do  not  propose  to 
them  to  do  any  thing  more  than  perform  their  usual 
function  of  lending  money  with  an  augmented  se- 
curity. In  one  word,  we  propose  that  the  banks  of 
the  southern  states  should  commence  forthwith  to 
make  advances  on  cotton  on  the  pledge,  in  a practi- 
cal form  of  the  material  itself,  with  the  personal  se- 
curity of  the  persons  taking  the  advance. 

We  are  aware  that  one  of  the  strong  objections 
urged  to  this  scheme  was,  the  medium  of  post  notes, 
through  which  it  was  proposed  that  these  advances 


should  be  paid.  Since  the  call  of  this  convention, 
and  the  period  of  its  assembly,  the  banks  generally 
with  few  exceptions,  have  suspended  specie  pay- 
ments throughout  the  middle  and  southern  states, 
and  which  is  likely,  in  spite  of  the  strong  efforts  by 
the  banks  of  New  York,  to  sustain  a redemption  of 
their  notes  in  coin,  will  become  universal,  until  the 
country  can  recover  from  the  great  and  unprece- 
dented embarrassments  into  which  it  is  thrown.  It 
therefore  becomes  needless  to  discuss  the  post  note 
system,  and  to  shew,  that  in  small  sums,  and  with  a 
certain  fund  for  their  redemption,  at  maturity,  they 
might  be  made  equivalent  to  the  best  inland  ex- 
change, or  ordinary  note  circulation.  The  crisis  is 
certainly  propitious  to  a fair  teat  of  the  efficacy  of 
the  experiment  of  protecting  our  staple  through  the 
instrumentality  of  our  banks,  as  the  process  of  ex- 
changing their  notes  for  good  sterling  bills  is,  to 
them,  unquestionably  a measure,  not  only  of  essen- 
tial safety  but  of  sound  policy.  We  are  very  far 
from  saying,  that  so  signal  a calamity  as  the  inter- 
ruption of  payments  in  coin  by  our  banks,  is  to  be 
regarded  vvith  any  other  feelings  than  those  of  pro- 
found regret;  but  we  apprehend  that  this  suspension 
has  resulted  from  a manifest  and  unavoidable  neces- 
sity. The  truth  is,  the  late  resumption  was  prema- 
ture. Our  country  had  not  recovered  from  thepros- 
tration  of  1837,  and  the  present  crisis  has  been  pre- 
cipitated upon  us  byjthe  short  harvest  of  the  last  au- 
tumn in  Great  Britain,  and  consequent  rise  in  the 
rate  of  interest  by  the  Bank  of  England  which  ren- 
dered American  securities  utterly  unavailable — de- 
preciated the  value  of  the  cotton  jfrop  of  last  year — 
and  entailed  upon  our  shipper/3  the  necessity  of 
meeting  enormous  reclamations. 

The  enquiry  therefore  arises,  whether  we  cannot 
use  our  great  staple,  as  the  means  of  resuscitating  our 
banks,  enabling  them  to  replenish  their  vaults  with 
the  precious  metals,  and  thereby  fortify  themselves 
for  resumption,  whilst  they  shall  subserve  the  im- 
portant purpose  of  protecting  the  great  cotton  grow- 
ing interest  of  the  country.  We  think  we  can. 

We  have  not  at  the  south  the  mines  of  Mexico  or 
Peru,  but  we  have  growing  on  the  surface  of  our 
fertile  plains  a staple  of  equal  value  at  infinitely  a 
less  cost  of  production,  and  without  any  expensive 
process  of  complicated  alchemy,  of  easy  converti- 
bility into  the  precious  metals.  Shall  'we,  in  the 
process  of  this  exchange  allow  others  to  reap  the 
benefit  of  this  conversion,  at  a moment  too  when 
our  banks  require  a reflux  of  bullion  into  their  cof- 
fers, or  its  equivalent  in  foieign  exchange,  in  order 
that,  at  no  distant  day,  they  may  redeem  their  faith 
with  the  public?  If  the  banks  in  the  southern 
states  advanced  on  the  whole  cotton  crop  of  our 
country,  it  is  quite  obvious  that  they  would,  through 
the  foreign  exchanges,  have  what  would  be  equiva- 
lent to  a supply  annually,  of  eighty  millions  of  the 
precious  metals.  The  exchanges  of  the  union 
would  in  this  event,  be  centralized  at  the  south,  and 
something  done  towards  the  accomplishmentof  that 
great  desideratum  of  southern  hope  and  aspiration 
— a direct  trade. 

And  we  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  we 
believe  if  the  banks  of  the  south  come  forward 
promptly  and  generally,  and  make  advances  at  safe 
rates,  to  responsible  parties  on  our  crop,  that  th? 
most  stupendously  beneficial  change  will  be  effected 
in  the  currency  made,  and  exchanges  of  our  sec- 
tion of  the  union  that  has  ever  been  consummated. — 
If  at  this  moment  when  they  want  the  support  of 
our  great  staple  most,  they  should  embrace  the  pro- 
pitious conjuncture,  whenever  a resumption  of 
specie  payments  should  he  commenced,  by  general 
accord,  they  would  not  only  be  in  a state  of  vigor- 
ous resumption,  but  be  in  a condition  of  impregna- 
ble strength,  under  the  system  of  exchanging,  in  a 
greater  or  less  degree,  eighty  millions  of  their  cur- 
rency for  eighty  millions  of  foreign  or  domestic  ex- 
change. For  with  the  former  it  is  altogether  obvi- 
ous— they  could  have  the  means  of  drawing  any 
amount  of  bullion  they  pleased  from  Europe,  alter 
selling  a sufficient  sum  to  meet  the  inland  exchan- 
ges of  the  country. 

With  these  manifest  and  multiplied  blessings 
before  us,  we  invite  the  cordial  concurrence  of  the 
southern  banks,  planters  and  cotten  merchants,  in 
the  measures  we  are  about  to  submit.  We  are 
aware,  however,  we  should  not  perform  our  duty, 
or  very  inadequately  meet  public  expectation,  if' 
we  did  not  point  out,  practically,  the  mode  by 
which  these  desirable  objects  are  to  be  accom- 
plished. 

First,  it  is  proposed  at  all  the  principal  shipping 
ports  of  the  cotton  states  that  parties,  whether 
planters,  cotton  merchants  or  factors,  should  apply 
to  the  banks  for  such  an  advance  on  the  cotton  they 
hold,  as  may  be  in  conformity  with  the  current 
rates  and  be  mutually  agreeable  to  the  parties.  In 
every  case  where  the  bank  conceives  the  advance 
asked  for  it  too  high,  it  is  quite  competent  for  the 


institution  making  the  advance,  to  require  in  addi- 
tion, all  the  security  incident  to  a q ordinary  dis- 
counted note.  It  would  be  altogether  impractica- 
ble for  this  convention  to  fix  the  standard  of  what 
wTould  or  would  not  be  a safe  rate  of  advance,  ad 
this,  of  course,  must  depend  on  the  fluctuating  ques- 
tions of  production  and  consumption — the  first  in- 
fluence by  the  vicissitudes  of  the  seasons  in  our  own 
country;  and  the  last  bv  the  state  of  trade  abroad. 
This  must,  of  course,  be  left  to  the  sound  discretion 
of  the  banks  themselves.  By  requiring  this  se- 
curity at  home,  the  spirit  of  reckless  speculation 
would  be  repressed:  and  the  disastrous  embarrass- 
ments of  uncovered  reclamations,  to  a va3t  amount 
averted.  The  party  applying  for  the  advance  must 
produce  the  warehouse  receipt  and  policy  of  insur- 
ance, duly  assigned  to  the  bank;  or  bill  of  lading,  if 
the  cotton  is  on  the  eve  of  shipment  abroad.  The 
bank  as  its  equivalent,  after  charging  the  interest 
and  allowing  the  difference  of  exchange,  takes  the 
sterling  bill  of  the  shipper,  at  six  months,  and  ad- 
vances its  own  notes,  and  by  mutual  agreement,  it 
is  arranged  to  which  of  the  houses  to  be  hereafter 
appointed  in  Europe  to  hold  these  consignments 
the  cotton  is  to  be  shipped,  vvith  an  explicit  under- 
standing, that  it  is  to  be  held  for  six  months  from 
the  period  of  shipment  if  so  long  be  necessary,  to 
secure  an  advantageous  sale. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  by  the  specific  resolu- 
tions annexed  to  this  report,  the  mode  by  which  we 
propose  to  carry  out  this  great  measure,  is — 

First.  By  the  appointment  of  a committee  in 
each  of  the  great  cotton  markets  of  the  southern 
states,  to  confer  with  the  banks  forthwith,  in  order 
that  arrangements  may  be  made  to  commence  ad- 
vancing on  cotton  on  the  terms  proposed. 

Secondly.  That  the  standing  committees  be  au- 
thorised to  confer  with  the  banks  as  to  the  selection 
of  the  houses  in  Great  Britain,  and  on  the  continent 
of  Europe,  who  shall  be  empowered  to  receive  and 
sell  the  consignments  from  each  of  our  shipping 
ports.  It  may,  perhaps,  be  desirable  to  the  banks 
to  establish  in  the  foreign  markets,  as  the  best 
schools  for  our  young  merchants,  new  American 
houses,  to  attend  to  the  transactions  of  their  busi- 
ness. Your  committee  in  considering  the  report 
made  to  this  convention  by  general  Hamilton,  in 
obedience  to  the  instructions  of  the  New  York 
meeting,  which  devolved  on  him  the  province  of 
arranging  with  sundry  European  houses,  to  take 
the  consignments,  and  which  has  been  referred  to 
your  committee,  are  of  opinion,  that  the  convention 
had  better  make  no  designation  of  the  house  but 
simply  to  suggest  the  above  reference,  however  en- 
tirely satisfied  they  may  be  with  the  manner  in 
which  this  gentleman  performed  this  duty;  and  of 
the  undoubted  respectability  of  the  houses  with 
which  he  conferred. 

Thirdly.  That  in  the  city  of  New  York  there 
should  be  an  agency  established  for  each  southern 
shipping  port,  to  be  appointed  by  the  committees 
and  banks  of  said  ports,  whose  duty  it  should  be  to 
sell  such  cotton  as  may  be  shipped  to  New  York; 
and  such  exchange  as  may  go  to  that  place  for  ne- 
gotiation. 

Fourthly.  That  a delegate  from  each  of  the  com- 
mittees of  the  several  cotton  markets  meet  on  the 
first  day  of  August  of  each  year,  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  to  confer  with  the  New  York  agencies, 
and  to  devisesuch  measures  as  may  more  effectually 
promote  the  objects  of  this  convention. 

This  is  the  sum  and  substance  of  the  plan  which 
we  propose  for  the  protection  of  our  great  staple, 
and  the  resuscitation  of  our  currency.  In  its  details 
there  is  neither  complication  nor  mystery.  Its  ob- 
ject is  to  borrow  the  money  on  our  staple  at  home, 
and  not  abroad,  and  thus  to  place  it  beyond  the 
reach  of  sacrifice,  whenever  the  Bank  of  England 
may  either,  from  wise  counsels,  or  unfounded  panic, 
raise  the  rate  of  interest.  We  disclaim  the  stupid 
charge  of  hostility  to  the  manufacturing  interests 
of  England,  for  the  manifest  reason,  they  consti- 
tute our  best  customer. 

We  must,  moreover,  be  allowed  to  enter  our  pro- 
test against  the  unfounded  allegation,  that  we  de- 
sire to  fix,  by  an  absolute  edict,  the  price  of  cotton. 
We  aim  at  no  object  so  absurd  and  unattainable. — 
We  know  that  the  great  law  of  supply  and  demand 
must,  after  all,  regulate  price.  But  it  is  a legiti- 
mate object  of  trade,  by  wise  provisions,  to  guard 
against  gluts  in  the  market  and  unfounded  panics, 
often  the  result  of  unworthy  and  profligate  combi- 
nations. We  have  repeatedly  seen  the  most  false 
and  unblushing  statements  of  the  probable  amount 
of  the  cotton  crop  of  the  United  States,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  depressing  its  value.  Last  year  it  was  as- 
serted that  the  production  would  be  2,000,000  bales, 
in  the  face  of  a product  of  1,350,000;  and  in  the 
face  of  a drought  of  unexampled  intensity  this  sea- 
son, it  is  affirmed  with  equal  truth,  that  that  of  the 
present  year  would  reach  2,300,000  bags,  which,  in 
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no  event,  can  exceed  and  average  one.  No  article 
of  agriculture  and  commerce  in  the  whole  civilized 
world,  is  exposed  to  such  accumulation  of  dangers 
as  our  great  staple.  Even  that  pestilent  drug  of 
oriental  luxury;  the  expulsion  of  which  has  recently 
convulsed  a mighty  empire  to  its  centre,  seems  less 
on  object  of  hostile  combination  among  those,  at 
least,  who  purchase  it,  although  it  dispenses  mad- 
ness and  death,  than  a staple  which  gives  to  man 
Jiis  most  healthful  raiment;  and  which  rivals  the 
fleece  of  the  lamb  in  its  soltness,  and  the  miracu- 
lous results  of  the  industry  of  the  silk  worm  in  the 
fineness  and  beauty  of  its  fibre. 

We  desire  no  monopoly.  If  the  agents  of  foreign 
houses  are  willing  to  give  a higher  rate  of  advance 
than  the  banks,  let  them  take  with  the  cotton  the 
risk  ot  such  adventures.  All  that  we  wish  is,  to 
place  a portion  at  least  of  the  cotton  crop  beyond 
the  reach  of  coercive  sales,  under  the  death  warrant 
of  a 00  day  bill,  that  has  run  to  maturity.  We  wish, 
moreover,  to  place  at  least  a portion  ol  the  crop  be- 
yond the  blighting  influence  of  those  theories  of 
finance,  whiph,  although  they  may  have  emanated 
from  the  highly  respectable  parlor  of  the  Bank  of 
England,  are  not  to  be  found  in  the  philosophy  of 
Smith  oi  Ricardo,  which  have  struck,  in  the  last 
summer,  a blighting  . influence,  not  only  on  the 
American  trade,  but  have  prostrated  one  of  the  great- 
est branches  of  the  gigantic  industry  of  the  British 
empire,  under  the  vain  and  absurd  hope  of  stopping 
during  an  obviously  unlavorable  state  of  trade  and  a 
deficient  harvest,  that  stream  of  gold  which  was  as 
certain  to  flow  out  of  England  as  the  father  of  our 
western  waters  is  to  roll  his  current  to  the  ocean. 
These  wise  men,  in  their  generation,  have  indeed 
done  their  worst — they  have  prostrated  American 
interests,  and  all  the  interests  in  their  own  country 
connected  with  our  own,  but  the  fatal  tide  still  flows 
on. 

And  if  our  banks  desire  that  a portion  of  this 
stream  shall  be  lavished  upon  our  own  shores,  let 
them  turn  to  our  great  staple,  which  under  a judi- 
cious course  of  trade,  will  command  the  precious 
metals  from  every  quarter  of  the  globe. 

To  our  associates  in  an  important  branch  of  our 
industry,  the  cotton  planters  of  the  country,  we  would 
address  a voice  of  sympathy  and  warning — we 
would  tell  them  that  the  inode  by  which  the  product 
of  their  capital  and  skill  is  disposed  of  in  the  great 
market  of  its  consumption,  is  enough  to  break  down 
the  most  valuable  staple,  next  to  the  statf  of  life, 
which  God  has  given  to  man. 

They  must  not  rest  satisfied  with  the  uncertain 
calculations  of  the  product  of  a crop  liable  to  be  cut 
short  almost  to  the  last  moment  of  its  gathering,  by 
the  vicissitudes  of  the  season.  Whether  it  be  a large 
or  a small  one,  a judicious  system  for  offering  it  for 
sale  in  the  great  foreign  markets  of  its  consumption, 
is  equally  the  part  of  policy  and  wisdom. — The  fact 
is  not  to  be  concealed,  in  spite  of  the  depressed  state 
of  trade  in  England,  if  the  American  houses  in  Liver- 
pool had  held  this  year,  the  stock  of  cotton  which 
was  consigned  to  Humphries  & Biddle  alone,  dur- 
ing the  last,  from  ten  to  fifteen  millions  of  dollars 
reclamations  would  have  been  saved  to  the  country; 
we  should  have  had  an  effective  balance  wheel  in 
giving  steadiness  to  the  market.  The  contagion  of 
a disgraceful  panic  would  have  been  suppressed;  and 
some  just  relation  preserved  between  even  a dimi- 
nished consumption  and  a crop  of  unexampled  short- 
ness. 

The  production  of  our  staple  treads  so  closely  on 
the  measure  of  consumption,  that  of  all  the  articles 
of  commerce,  it  requires  the  utmost  care  in  its  sale; 
yet  perhaps  it  receives  the  least.  We  ought  to  re- 
flect, what  would  be  the  extent  of  the  calamity  which 
would  befall  our  country,  if  it  were  to  break  down  to 
a point  which  would  not  cover  the  cost  of  production. 
For  to  the  uplands  of  the  south,  it  is  our  only  remu- 
nerating product.  An  efficient  scheme  of  protec- 
tion, for  a few  years,  will  make  all  safe.  The  use 
of  cotton,  as  a fabric  of  human  raiment,  is  just  pene- 
trating the  Ilusian  empire;  and  before  many  years, 
we  shall  have  in  the  boundless  regions  of  the  north 
of  Europe,  a class  of  consumers  more  numerous  than 
those  of  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain.  With  these 
reflections  on  the  past,  and  anticipations  of  the  fu- 
ture, we  submit,  with  this  report,  the  following  re- 
solutions for  the  adoption  of  the  convention: 

Resolved,  That  the  gentlemen  who  issued  the  cir- 
cular, dated  5th  July,  in  New  York,  which  has 
caused  the  meeting  of  this  convention,  are  entitled 
to  the  thanks  of  every  citizen,  who  is  interested  in 
the  cultivation,  or  export,  of  the  great  staple  of  the 
south. 

Resolved,  That  this  convention  entirely  concurs 
in  the  opinion  expressed  in  said  circular,  that  owing 
to  the  circumstances  under  which  the  cotton  crop  is 
usually  sent  to  market,  the  price  of  the  article  is  not 
left  to  be  regulated  by  the  fair  and  natural  influences 
of  the  law  of  supply  and  demand. 


Resolved,  As  the  opinion  of  this  convention,  that 
a remedy  for  the  evil,  as  effective  of  its  object,  as  it 
is  simple  in  its  character,  will  be  found  in  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  circular,  “that  the  cotton  of  our 
country,  shall  not  be  sent  to  market,  accompanied 
by  a bill  of  exchange,  which  must  coerce  its  sale,  at 
a fixed  date,  whatever  may  be  the  state  of  the  market. 

Resolved,  That  the  cotton  planters  and  American 
shippers,  in  the  southern  ports,  be  earnestly  reques- 
ted to  concur  in  the  measures  recommenced  by  this 
convention,  by  which  they  may  be  certain  of  having 
their  cotton  held,  and  not  forced  on  the  market  at  a 
ruinous  sacrifice. 

Resolved,  That  the  banks  in  the  southern  states 
be  invited  to  concur  in  a general  system  of  advancing 
on  the  crop,  as  the  only  certain  means  of  replenish- 
ing their  stock  of  specie,  and  of  placing  their  cir- 
culation on  a sound  basis. 


CONSERVATIVE  CONVENTION  OF  NEW 
YORK. 

ADDRESS 

To  the  democratic  republican  electors  of  the  stale  of 
New  York. 

Fellow  citizens:  Having  been  delegated  to 
assemble  in  convention,  at  an  important  crisis  in 
the  history  of  the  republic,  vve  beg  leave  to  present 
for  your  reflection  the  important  questions  which 
have  occupied  our  deliberations.  We  are  upon  the 
eve  of  an  election,  limited  to  the  choice  of  officers 
of  our  state;  but  other  circumstances  have  extended 
its  importance,  until  it  is  generally  believed  its 
results  will  involve  the  future  destiny  of  our  form 
of  government,  and  the  highest  hopes  of  the  friends 
of  human  liberty.  Other  considerations,  growing 
out  of  measures  of  public  policy,  and  deeply  and 
vitally  affecting  the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  the 
people,  have  been  attached  to  the  approaching  elec- 
tion, and  upon  your  exercise  of  the  elective  fran- 
chise will  greatly  depend  your  own  welfare  and  the 
freedom  of  your  descendants.  It  is  not  from  any 
acts  of  choice  of  our  own  that  we  are  compelled  to 
look  at  these  momentous  results,  as  coupled  with  a 
local  canvass;  and  we  will  endeavor  to  unfold  to 
your  view  the  agency  by  which  they  have  become 
involved,  as  well  as  the  iniquitous  designs  of  which 
you  are  the  intended  victims. 

But  little  more  than  two  years  have  elapsed 
since  a highly  favored  citizen  of  our  own  slate, 
professing  to  be  governed  by  the  principles  esta- 
blished by  the  fathers  of  the  democracy,  and  then 
enjoying  in  a high  degree  the  confidence  of  our 
citizens  in  devotion  to  the  honor  and  interests  of 
New  York,  was  elevated  to  the  office  of  chief  ma- 
gistrate of  the  United  States.  Under  the  adminis- 
tration of  his  immediate  predecessor,  the  country 
had  attained  an  unusual  degree  of  prosperity,  and 
that  distinguished  citizen  quitted  the  station  with  ' 
which  he  had  been  twice  honored  by  the  popular 
suffrages,  with  the  exulling  declaration  that  he  left 
his  country  “prosperous  and  happy.”  Pledged  to 
“follow  in  the  footsteps  of  his  illustrious  predeces- 
sor,” and  having  the  benefit  of  his  experience  as  a 
guide  to  direct  him  in  the  path  of  happiness,  the 
people  looked  with  confidence  to  the  present  in- 
cumbent to  redeem  that  pledge,  and  to  remove  the 
clouds  which  some  ill  judged  measures  of  govern- 
ment were  then  gathering  over  the  nation.  A 

SPECIE  CIRCULAR,  founded  upon  AN  EDICT  OF  THE 

federal  executive,  had  been  maintained  in  ope- 
ration by  force  of  his  will  against  the  general 
complaints  and  remonstrances  of  the  teople,  and 
in  defiance  of  the  votes  and  resolutions  of  their 
representatives,  by  the  operation  of  which  the 
coin  of  the  country,  required  for  the  purposes  of 
commerce,  to  adjust  balance  of  trade,  and  as  a basis 
of  the  general  circulating  medium,  had  been  trans- 
ferred from  the  points  at  which  it  was  required, 
and  locked  up  west  of  the  Allegany  mountains. — 
Through  the  culpable  neglect,  or  criminal  refusal 
of  congress  to  make  the  necessary  appropriations 
of  our  evidently  increasing  revenue,  and  accumu- 
lating surplus,  and  through  the  unwise  and  injudi- 
cious stimulations  by  the  federal  government,  of 
the  deposite  banks  to  loan  out  this  accumulating 
surplus  among  the  people,  thereby  inflating  and  de- 
preciating the  general  currency  and  hastening  the 
approach  of  a convulsion,  the  mischievous  effects 
of  the  specie  circular  were  vastly  increased;  and 
prudence  and  patriotism  alike  demanded  it3  im- 
mediate repeal,  and  all  the  wisdom  and  fostering 
care  of  the  federal  government  to  save  the  people 
from  the  calamities  thus  threatening  them. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  first  appeal  was 
made  to  Mr.  Van  Buren  for  his  official  action.  A 
request  was  made  to  him  by  the  great  body  of  his 
political  friends  in  both  houses  of  the  congress 
which  had  then  just  closed  its  session,  for  the  im- 
mediate repeal  of  the  odious  specie  circular.  If  it 
was  then  exerting  any  practical  influence,  the  pub- 
| lie  interests  manifestly  required  that  it  should  be 


promptly  rescinded;  if  it  were  inoperative,  the  prin- 
ciples of  republicanism  demanded  the  obedience  of 
the  president  to  the  popular  will.  The  presi- 
dent treated  their  request  with  contempt,  end  nei- 
ther the  murmurings  of  discontent  from  an  op- 
pressed and  injured  people,  nor  the  entreaties  of 
personal  friendship,  sufficed  to  awaken  his  sensi- 
bility. This  inauspicious  commencement  of  his 
constitutional  term  of  service,  produced  a general 
feeling  of  disappointment  among  the  friends  of  the 
executive;  and  they  awaited  with  deep  anxiety,  the 
exhibition  of  further  evidence  of  the  sense  in  which 
he  expected  to  administer  the  government. 

Under  the  operation  of  these  causes,  and  in  the 
mouth  of  May,  1837,  a general  suspension  of  spe- 
cie payments  took  place,  to  the  entire  surprise  of 
the  general  government,  and  the  general  alarm  of 
our  whole  people.  When  this  great  calamity  had 
been  brought  upon  the  nation,  it  was  reasonably 
expected  that  those  charged  with  the  administra- 
tion, and  who  had  so  much  agency  in  producing  it, 
would  have  exhibited  an  earnest  desire  to  alleviate 
the  public  distress,  and  in  their  official  conduct 
conduce  to  the  restoration  of  the  public  honor  and 
individual  welfare.  Regarding  our  constitution  as 
founded  upon  the  immortal  truths,  “that  all  men  are 
endowed  by  their  Creator  with  certain  inalienable 
rights,  that  among  these  are  life,  liberty  and  the 
pursuit  of  happiness,  and  that  to  secure  these  rights 
governments  are  instituted,”  the  people  expected 
from  their  government  a paternal  and  protecting 
policy,  as  much  from  considerations  of  duly  as  from 
sentiments  of  patriotism.  We  need  not  remind 
you  of  the  cruel  abandonment,  on  the  part  of  the 
administration,  of  all  the  constitutional  du- 
ties which  were  designed  to  assist  the  people  in 
this  appaling  crisis.  Several  of  the  executive  de- 
partments, including  those  through  which  the  pub- 
lic moneys  are  collected,  came  forward  at  that  pe- 
riod in  a spirit  savoring  of  the  most  revengeful 
malice,  and  added  their  arbitranj  exaction  to  the 
pressure  which  had  overwhelmed  our  citizens. — 
Fortunately  for  the  public,  the  executive  depart- 
ments were  still,  at  that  time,  so  intimately  con- 
nected with  the  people,  that  they  could  not  escape 
the  consequences  of  the  general  revulsion;  and  af- 
ter bringing  insolvency  upon  the  land,  and  aggra- 
vating its  dire  effects,  in  the  autumn  of  1837,  the 
federal  government  declared  itself  bankrupt,  and 
summoned  the  representatives  of  the  people  toge- 
ther, to  provide  further  pay  for  its  own  agents. 

The  first  message  of  president  Van  Buren  filled 
the  whole  country  with  astonishment  and  alarm; 
and  added  most  powerfully  to  the  manifold  evils 
under  which  our  citizens  were  then  groaning. — 
The  principles  of  that  message  were  contained  in 
his  recommendation  of — First,  The  sub-treasury 
scheme— Second,  Of  a bankrupt  law  applicable 
to  corporations  and  other  bankers — and  third,  Of 
withholding  from  the  state  the  fourth  instal- 
ment due  them  under  the  deposite  act.  Each  of 
these  propositions  was  against'the  the  most  palpa- 
ble principles  of  the  democratic  republican  faith, 
and  the  practice  of  the  nation;  and  each  was  most 
distinctly  and  emphatically  condemned  by  the  lead- 
ing party  journals  in  all  parts  of  the  union.  The  Al- 
bany Ap.gus,  then  regarded  as  an  oracle  of  sound 
political  opinions,  with  an  ingeniousness  not  cha- 
racteristic, expressed  its  dissent  from  each  of  these 
recommendations;  and  men  who  had  long  been 
known  as  pillars  of  the  democracy,  took  a 
stand  becoming  freemen  against  their  pernicious 
doctrines  and  dangerous  tendencies. 

The  elections  took  place  in  several  of  the  states 
shortly  after  the  delivery  of  the  first  message,  and 
furnished  the  first  response  of  the  people  to  these 
new  doctrines.  The  answer  returned  from  the  bal- 
lot boxes,  proclaimed  in  a language  more  powerful 
than  had  ever  yet  been  uttered  from  that  source, 
their  deep  and  decided  condemnation  of  the 
APOSTACY  OF  THE  PRESIDENT;  and  those 
who  look  upon  his  message  as  the  production  of 
a misguided  or  controlled  mind,  anticipated  that  the 
thunders  of  this  popular  rebuke  would  awken  him 
from  his  delusion  or  arouse  him  to  independence. 

“Absolute  acquiescence  in  the  will  of  the  majori- 
ty is  the  vital  principles  of  republics,”  said  the  im- 
mortal Jefferson,  and  from  a professed  follower  of 
his  principles,  the  people  expected  the  abandon- 
ment of  his  odious  sub-treasury  scheme  and  bank- 
rupt law.  They  expected  Mr.  Van  Buren  to  con- 
form his  actions  to  the  popular  opinion,  and  devote 
himself  to  the  execution  of  his  trust  forthe  public 
benefit. 

Public  attention  wms  again  turned  with  increased 
interest  to  the  regular  meeting  of  congress  in  the 
fall  of  1837.  The  effect  of  this  popular  expression 
of  opinion  upon  these  proposed  measures  of  the 
president  remained  to  be  seen,  and  the  sincerity  of 
the  professions  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  as  a democrat 
were  to  be  put  to  an  unerring  test.  The  Jefferso- 
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Ilian  democracy  regarded  the  right  or  the  people 
to  govern,  a3  paramount;  and  their  will  as  the  law 
by  which  executive  servants  and  representatives 
were  to  be  directed.  The  second  message  of  the 
president  was  received  with  more  astonishment 
than  the  first.  To  the  amazement  of  all  parties  the 
president  reiterated  the  recommendation  of  the  sub- 
treasury scheme,  and  evinced  a determination  to 
force  his  measures  upon  the  country,  in  spite  of  the 
people  and  their  representatives,  declaring  that  “the 
opinions  and  wishes  of  the  people  should  ever  be 
sought  for  and  regarded  with  the  utmost  defer- 
ence;” yet  when  those  “opinions  and  wishes”  were 
made  known  to  him  in  the  constitutional  manner, 
and  found  to  disagree  with  his  predetermined  senti- 
ments, the  president  not  only  spurned  the  popular 
remonstrance,  but  openly  charged  the  freemen  of 
New  York  as  being  bank  bovght  and  corrupt  in  the 
exercise  of  their  elective  franchise.  This  foul  and 
infamous  libel  of  your  chief  magistrate  upon  your 
intergrity  as  citizens,  and  your  independence  as 
men,  has  never  been  recanted  or  atoned  for;  and  in- 
sult is  added  to  your  injuries,  by  the  cool  presump- 
tion of  his  making  an  electioneering  tour  through 
our  state  while  the  blithing  influence  of  his  mea- 
sures and  the  burning  reproach  of  his  calumny  are 
yet  resting  upon  us. 

In  the  election  of  the  autumn  of  1S37,  the  empire 
state  had  signally  repudiated  the  measures  recom- 
mended by  the  president — had  triumphed  over  the 
combined  powers  of  agrarianism  and  infidelity 
leagued  in  their  support,  and  the  interference  of  go- 
vernment officers  with  the  freedom  of  elections — 
had  sustained  her  faithful  senator  and  patriotic  re- 
presentatives who  maintained  their  political  princi- 
ples and  the  public  interests  against  executive  dic- 
tation, and  showed  to  the  world  that  “New  York, 
alone  and  single  handed,  acted  out  her  prin- 
ciples within  herself  and  for  herself.”  Al- 
though justly  proud  of  the  elevation  of  one  of  her 
own  sons  to  the  highest  office  in  the  gift  of  the 
people,  the  land  of  the  Clintons  and  Tompkins’ 
would  not  submit  to  be  tamely  bartered  away  for 
presidential  voles,  nor  rest  in  quiet  when  the  public 
liberty  was  in  danger. 

Fellow  citizens!  we  were  of  the  number  that 
most  ardently  advocated  and  supported  the  election 
of  Mr.  Van  Buren  to  the  presidency.  We  did  so 
under  the  most  thorough  conviction  that  his  princi- 
ples were  ^democratic  republican,  and  that  the  ho- 
nor and  glory  of  his  country  and  the  happiness  and 
prosperity  of  her  people  would  be  the  first  objects  of 
his  ambition,  and  the  noble  ends  of  his  administra- 
tion. Language  cannot  adequately  express  the 
depth  of  our  disappointment  when  we  found  him 
blindly  or  madly  hurrying  the  country  into  the 
abyss  of  ruin;  and  in  the  hour  of  peril,  coldly  and 
selfishly  attempting  to  withdraw  himself  from  the 
people,  uttering  the  sentiments  that  “government 
had  nothing  to  do  but  to  take  care  of  itself,”  and  that 
“the  people  must  take  care  of  themselves.” 

We  are  equally  deficient  in  power  to  express  the 
amazement  with  which  we  saw  his  recommenda- 
tion of  the  sub-treasury  scheme  and  special  bank- 
rupt law'.  While  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  a member  of 
the  administration  of  his  “illustrious  predecessor,” 
the  sub-treasury  scheme  was  introduced  in  con- 
gress by  a then  nullifying  w’hig.  The  measure 
there  received  but  one  solitary  vote  from  the  friends 
of  general  Jackson’s  administration,  and  so  destitute 
was  it  of  any  apparent  claims  to  merit,  that  it  re- 
ceived no  countenance  from  the  opposition  members 
o-enerally.  The  organ  of  the  administration  with 
The  sanction  and  authority  of  president  Jackson, 
denounced  the  measure  as  “disorganizing  and  revo- 
lutionary, subversive  of  the  fundamental  principles 
of  our  government  and  its  entire  practice  from  1789 
to  that  day,”  as  tending  incalculably  to  enlarge  the 
powers  of  “the  executive,  and  place  in  his  hands  the 
means  ol  corruption,”  as  endangering  the  safety  of 
the  public  money,  and  exposing  it  to  be  “plundered 
by  an  hundred  hands  when  one  could  not  then  reach 
it.”  In  the  justice  and  truth  of  these  declarations 
Mr.  Van  Buren  and  the  whole  democratic  republi- 
can party  at  that  time  concurred.  The  measure 
was  not  democratic  republican  then,  and  the  objec- 
tions then  urged  against  it  by  the  whole  party,  show' 
that  it  is  wholly  inconsistent  w’ith  their  principles. 
Yet  in  1837,  Mr.  Van  Buren  himself  recommends 
this  same  project  of  the  nuilifiers,  with  all  the  fun- 
damental objections  to  it,  and  its  previous  condem- 
nation by  the  party  before  him,  and  has  avow’ed  his 
determination  to  persist  in  it,  “in  spite  of  all  lamen- 
tations here  or  elsewhere.” 

And  he  is  now  engaged  in  a personal  electioneer- 
ing tour,  bringing  the  weight  of  hi3  official  station 
toliis  aid  in  the  determination  to  force  this  often- 
rejected  scheme  upon  the  people.  Was  Mr.  Van 
Buren  honest  in  concurring  in  the  rejection,  of  the 
sub-treasury  scheme  by  gen.  Jackson’s  administra- 
tion in  1834?  Was  he  a democratic  republican  when 


he  opposed  the  project  of  the  nuilifiers  then?  If  so, 
can  he  be  honest  in  recommending  it  now? 

Can  he  be  now  a democratic  republican  when  he 
has  embraced  the  measure  of  our  enemies,  and  is 
supported  by  the  nuilifiers?  Are  the  objections  that 
it  is  “subversive  of  the  fundamental  principles  of 
our  government,”  and  “incalculably  enlarges  the 
executive  powers,”  such  as  any  sincere  republican 
or  man  of  integrity  can  overcome?  Mr.  Van  Buren 
has  apostatized  from  the  faith  he  professed,  and  the 
measures  of  his  predecessors  in  his  recommendation 
of  the  sub-treasury  scheme.  In  the  president’s  re- 
commendation of  a bankrupt  law  applicable  to  cor- 
porations and  other  bankers,  his  character  is  exhi- 
bited in  an  equally  inconsistent  light.  As  a mem- 
ber of  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  Van  Bu- 
ren denounced  this  same  feature,  of  a bankrupt  law, 
as  a most  daring  violation  of  the  rights  of  the  states, 
and  a measure  never  attempted  in  any  civilized 
country  on  the  face  of  the  earth.  Was  this  recom- 
mendation of  a measure  thus  truly  denounced  by 
him,  either  honest,  republican  or  patriotic? 

Fellow  citizens!  when  we  behold  departures  from 
principles  and  truth  so  glaring  and  wilful  as  these, 
we  could  not  as  faithful  democratic  republicans  deny 
our  previous  sentiments — forsake  our  cause,  or  join 
the  renegade  standard.  Ardently  attached  as  we 
had  been  to  Mr.  Van  Buren,  and  strengthened  as 
our  bonds  of  devotion  to  him  w'ere  by  long,  vigorous 
and  successful  struggles  for  his  personal  promotion, 
we  were  not  prepared  to  sacrifice  our  country, 
and  the  glorious  institutions  of  civil  liber- 
ty, which  have  made  her  the  home  of  the  free  and 
the  asylum  of  the  oppressed,  to  gratify  his  personal 
vanity,  revenge  or  ambition.  We  adopted  the  thesis 
of  that  renowned  patriot  of  the  revolution  Samuel 
Adams,  that  “it  is  lawful  to  resist  the  chief  magis- 
trate, if  the  commonwealth  cannot  otherwise  be  pre- 
served,” and  when  Mr.  Van  Buren,  the  head  of 
the  party,  went  over  to  the  nullifying  whigs,  and 
recommended  their  measures,  we  remained  steadfast 
to  our  principles,  resisting  those  measures  and  de- 
fending our  country. 

The  lurther  acts  of  Mr.  Van  Buren’s  adminis- 
tration have  been  but  further  illuslrations  of  his  en- 
tire abandonment  of  democratic  republican  princi- 
ples, and  of  his  disregard  of  the  pledge  upon  which 
our  confiding  citizens  entrusted  him  with  power. — 
Under  his  brief  administration  the  country  has  been 
visited  with  more  social  evils  than  were  suffered  by 
our  ancestors  from  the  tyranny  and  oppression  of 
the  British  crown.  These  evils  have  not  been 
founded  in  natural  causes,  but  admittedly  grow  out 
of  the  action  of  some  part  of  the  artificial  machinery 
of  society.  They  are  universally  known  and  felt, 
and  if  their  cause  can  be  ascretained,  humanity  and 
self-preservation  demand  its  speedy  removal,  and 
the  direction  of  such  safe-guards  as  will  prevent  fu- 
ture aggressions.  We  have  two  artificial  structures 
growing  out  of  the  state  of  freedom  and  civilization 
we  enjoy,  and  designed  for  their  protection  and  per- 
petuity— at  the  door  of  each  of  which  different  par- 
ties lay  the  charge  of  their  being  the  cause  of  the 
existing  distresses,  and  demand  their  removal  as  the 
only  means  of  restoring  the  prosperity  and  happiness 
of  the  people.  The  opponents  of  the  federal  loco 
foco  administration,  charge  the  origin  and  continu- 
ance of  the  mischief  under  which  the  country  now 
labors  to  the  active  experiments  and  projects  of  the 
federal  administration  upon  and  against  the  credit 
system;  on  the  other  hand,  the  federal  loco  focos 
charge  the  same  evils  to  the  credit  system  and  de- 
mand the  immediate  and  entire  destruction  of  the 
state  banks  and  the  expiration  of  a paper  currency. 

The  federal  executive  sustains  his  friends,  the 
original  loco  focos,  in  this  charge,  and  brings  the 
whole  weight  of  his  official  and  personal  influence, 
and  the  organization  of  the  party,  as  far  as  he  can 
command  it,  to  their  support.  When  the  smail 
band  of  agrarians  in  the  city  ofN.  York  held  their 
meeting  in  the  Park,  in  the  spring  of  1837,  and  re- 
solved to  have  an  exclusive  metallic  currency, adopt- 
ed the  watch  word  “down  with  the  banks,”  and 
then  sallied  forth  in  a body  and  sacked  the  flour 
stores,  as  a specimen  of  the  freedom  and  equality  to 
which  their  aim  was  directed,  it  was  not  anticipat- 
ed by  any  members  of  the  democratic  republican 
party,  that  these  heresies  were  to  be  substituted  for 
their  political  principles,  or  that  they  were  to  be 
dragooned  into  their  support — or  that  the  president 
of  their  choice  was  to  present  them  for  the  approba- 
tion of  the  people. 

But  this  wonder  has  been  exhibited,  and  a large 
portion  of  non-concurring  and  dissenting  party 
have  been  lamely  led  in  spite  of  their  remonstrances 
of  conscience,  the  dictates  of  duty,  and  of  a sense 
of  consistency,  to  embrace  doctrines  which  they 
have  for  good  cause  repudiated,  and  measures  which 
they  abhorred.  While  we  pitty  the  depravity  of 
those  into  whose  souls  the  party  iron  has  sunk  so 
deep  that  they  will  sink  the  country  to  save  them- 


setves,  we  cannot  look  upon  you,  the  great  body  of 
our  fellow  citizens,  as  so  dead  to  every  sentiment  of 
patriotism  as  to  forget,  that  “you  have  a country  to 
save  as  well  as  a party  to  serve.” 

The  weapons  of  warfare  against  the  credit  sys- 
tem are  the  sub-treasury  scheme,  and  the  bankrupt 
law  applicable  to  corporations,  and  other  bankers, 
and  federal  loco  focos  ask  you  to  aid  them  in  at- 
taining these  objects.  Their  opponents  charge 
upon  them  and  their  measures  the  authorship  of 
our  calamities,  and  demand  a change  of  administra- 
tion and  a restoration  of  salutary  measures  of  go- 
vernment. Which  of  these  two  divisions  is  in  the 
right?  It  is  for  you  fellow  citizens  to  decide,  and 
you  are  to  bear  the  burthens  or  reap  the  benefits  of 
that  decision. 

Is  the  federal  loco  foco  administration  right,  and 
will  you  as  a people  and  a nation  be  benefitted  by 
the  immediate  and  total  destruction  of  your  vast 
credit  system,  through  which  your  fathers  gained 
for  you  freedom  and  independence,  and  by  which 
your  private  enterprises  have  been  prospered,  your 
industry  rewarded,  and  your  country  exalted  beyond 
any  parallel  in  the  history  of  man?  Or  are  the  fe- 
deral loco  focos  wrong  and  would  the  adoption  of  the 
sub-treasury  scheme  and  a special  bankrupt  law 
prove  destructive  to  all  your  remaining  private  in- 
terest, to  the  form  of  your  republican  government, 
to  your  freedom  and  indepencence  as  a people,  and 
your  honor  and  glory  as  a nation?  The  issue  is  dis- 
tinctly made  up,  the  president  has  himself  given 
the  battle-cry,  the  watch-word  “down  with  the 
bank,”  resounds  through  the  apostate  and  rene- 
gade ranks,  the  lictors  of  his  party  are  lashing  up 
the  laggard  and  grumbling  followers  in  the  ranks, 
and  all  evince  their  thorough  consciousness  of  the 
importance  of  the  stake  and  the  irrevocable  conse- 
quences of  the  struggle. 

The  solemn  question  to  be  determined  by  you  is 
— who  are  the  authors  of  the  present  national  evils? 
Who  hath  laid  the  pecuniary  blockade  upon  our 
commerce?  Who  hath  brought  down  the  agricultural 
productions  and  closed  the  granary  of  the  farmer 
for  the  want  of  a remunerating  price?  Who  hath 
caused  the  mechanic  arts  to  be  suspended  or  slack- 
ened, and  sent  the  industrious  laborer  forth,  to 
wander  in  the  community  without  employment  and 
without  bread?  Who  hath  suspended  the  great 
works  of  internal  improvement  which  have  caused 
the  wilderness  to  bud  and  blossom  as  the  rose,  and 
brought  into  near  proximity  and  fraternal  inter- 
course the  distant  parts  of  our  wide  spread  territo- 
ry? Who  hath  taken  our  property  from  us  without 
our  consent  by  reducing  the  value  of  our  posses- 
sions, cramping  enterprise,  and  depriving  industry 
of  its  reward? — Who  is  to  answer  for  the  miseries 
in  store  for  the  unemployed  poor  during  the  ap- 
proaching inclement  season,  when  the  pressure  of 
the  times  has  closed  the  hands  that  gave  employ- 
ment, and  exhausted  the  coffers  from  whence  flow- 
ed the  blessed  streams  of  the  charity  and  assistance? 
Who  is  to  answer  for  the  increased  demoralization 
and  erime  produced  by  the  struggle  to  upturn  the 
foundation  upon  which  society  has  rested,  which  is 
polluting  the  moral  atmosphere  and  filling  our  pri- 
sons with  victims  of  crime  consequent  upon  their 
misfortunes.  Is  it  the  banks  or  the  federal  govern- 
ment? 

Fellow  citizens!  We  have  had  banks  under 
all  the  administrations  of  the  federal  government. — 
We  have  alwaj's  been  accustomed  to  them  in  our 
cities,  towns  and  villages.  We  have  found  them  in 
general  directed  by  men  in  whom  their  neighbors 
repose  the  utmost  confidence — aids  to  commerce, 
agriculture  and  mechanical  pursuits;  giving  to  vir- 
tuous poverty  an  equal  chance  of  success  with  in- 
herited or  acquired  wealth;  and  enjoyed  from  them  a 
currency  equal  in  safety  and  value  to  gold  and  silver 
and  greatly  more  convenient:  and  neither  the  banks, 
as  such,  nor  those  institutions  conjoined  with  any 
other  administration  of  the  federal  government  have 
ever  brought  upon  the  country  the  curse  which  now 
afflicts  it.  If  the  evils  now  suffered  are  innate  in  the 
banks,  how  skilful  must  have  been  the  administra- 
tions of  Jefferson  and  Madison,  of  Monroe,  Adams 
and  Jackson,  not  to  have  brought  them  into  action! 
And  how  deplorably  ignorant  must  have  been  Mr. 
Van  Buren  to  make  a shipwreck  with  his  first  touch 
of  the  helm  of  the  national  government!  Under  the 
previous  administrations,  the  federal  government 
was  treated  as  belonging  to  the  people  and  as  a trust 
to  be  administered  for  their  benefit.  Th&state  banks 
have  always  belonged  to  the  people.  In  times  of 
war  the  banks  sustained  the  government,  and  in  days 
of  peace  the  government  the  banks,  and  the  people 
pursued  an  uniform  careerof  advancement  and  pros- 
perity; the  nation  was  honored  and  the  people  were 
blessed.  But  under  the  administration  of  Mr.  Van 
Buren,  when  the  government  is  treated  as  the  pri- 
vate property  of  the  present  incumbent,  and  his 
highest  care  and  his  most  patriotic  sentiment  is  to 
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look  out  for  himself,  and  leave  the  people  to  look 
out  forthemselvos, — we  have  experienced  adestruc- 
tive  war  upon  the  credit  system, — the  pans  of  the 
body  politic,  which  before  harmonized,  now  present 
jarring  and  discord— and  the  nation  has  sunk  from 
one  abyss  of  misery  to  another,  until  the  gulf  of  af- 
fliction seems  bottomless,  and  conjecture  abandons 
the  hopeless  attempt  to  fix  its  depth. 

Under  our  present  system  of  laws,  the  people  are 
the  banks,  and  the  banks  are  the  people;  and  in  the 
prosecution  of  their  business  as  well  as  the  facilities 
and  benefits  they  confer,  all  our  citizens  have  equal 
rights  and  privileges.  With  as  much  reason  and 
good  sense  might  your  fears  be  excited  and  your 
hostility  aroused  against  your  manufactories,  your 
mills  and  your  transportation  companies,  as  against 
your  state  banks;  and  you  might  as  rationally  ex- 
pect to  be  benefitted  by  the  destruction  of  your 
ploughs  and  implements  of  husbandry  or  instruments 
of  art  as  by  the  destruction  of  your  credit  system. — 
Do  you  now  ieel  the  want  of  money  to  facilitate  and 
transact  the  vast  trade  which  exists  within  the  limits 
of  our  own  state?  What  causes  this  distress,  and 
stops  the  richly  laden  car  of  commerce  on  the  road? 
Is  it  because  the  banks  do  not  lend  the  money,  and 
there  has  been  a gradual  withdrawing  of  the  paper 
circulating  medium?  What,  then,  has  caused  the 
banks  to  discontinue  of  curtail  their  transactions,  and 
withhold  the  supplies  which  it  is  their  interest  as 
well  as  their  business,  to  furnish  vou?  It  is  because 
the  whole  power,  influence,  energy,  and  measures 
ot  this  federal  loco  foco  government  are  waging  a 
war  of  extermination  against  them;  and  it  has  sent 
forth  its  decree  for  their  destruction,  and  lor  the  de- 
struction of  your  interests  and  your  property  in  so 
far  as  they  are  connected  with  them,  that  their  arm 
has  been  shortened,  their  assistance  diminished,  and 
the  great  financial  interests  of  the  country  paralysed? 
Can  you  remedy  the  existing  evils  growing  out  of  a 
want  of  a circulating  medium  by  destroying  the  little 
you  now  have?  Will  you  be  better  oft'  with  less 
when  your  present  misery  flows  from  having  too 
little?  Will  you  desire  no  bread  because  you  can- 
not, from  the  oppression  of  your  rulers,  enjoy  the 
whole  loal? 

Fellow  citizens,  we  are  no  advocates,  apologists 
or  defenders  of  the  banks,  as  associations  or  incor- 
porations. We  look  only  to  the  great  credit  system 
under  which  the  country  prospered,  until  it  was 
made  the  object  of  attack  by  the  overshadowing 
power  ot  the  federal  government;  and  we  now  up- 
hold it  as  the  shield  of  the  people  from  the  total  ruin 
of  its  measures.  We  feel  the  hard  blows  of  its  ene- 
mies upon  us  in  common  with  you,  and  we  point 
you  to  the  arm  that  strikes,  and  not  to  the  instru- 
ment through  which  you  feel  the  stroke,  as  the  just 
object  for  your  imagination. 

We  have  referred  you  to  the  past  experience  of 
successful  enterprise  and  prosperity  under  our  credit 
system,  and  the  melancholy  reverse  produced  by  the 
federal  loco  foco  government  warfare  upon  it,  to 
show  that  it  is  to  the  conduct  of  your  rulers  you  are 
to  look  for  the  sources  of  your  discontent.  The  mea- 
sures they  have  recommended,  and  the  course  they 
have  pursued,  exhibit  adequate  causes  for  the  suffer- 
ings of  the  nation,  and  point  out  to  you  the  only  suc- 
cessful remedy.  The  credit  system  and  the  busi- 
ness of  our  citizens  have  always  been  based  upon 
confidence.  The  war  of  the  revolution  was  con- 
ducted, and  the  independence  of  our  nation  achiev- 
ed, upon  confidence.  Our  constitution  of  govern- 
ment rests  upon  confidence.  And  the  great  spring 
and  guide  of  human  action  in  all  relations  and  situa- 
tions of  life,  is  '‘moral  probability.”  When  the  coun- 
try was  poor,  and  exhausted  by  a seven  years’ 
struggle  for  independence,  the  credit  system,  the 
hanu-maid  of  liberty,  poured  forth  its  ample  stores, 
gave  tile  to  enterprise,  increased  activity  to  indus- 
try, and  wealth  and  happiness  to  our  people.  These 
blessings  continued  until  the  war  commenced  by  the 
federal  administration  against  it,  and  you  now  feel 
the  want  occasioned  by  its  partial  destruction. 

But  our  rulers  are  not  content  with  the  sum  of 
misery  they  have  already  produced.  The  fierce,  fell 
spirit  of  destruction  is  not  glutted  by  the  ruin  al- 
ready made.  The  agrarian  band,  into  whose  keep- 
ing the  president  has  committed  himself,  stimulated 
by  partial  success,  now  more  loudly  demands  the  to 
tal  demolition  of  that  structure  upon  which  your 
happiness  has  been  attained  and  your  fortunes  rest. 
The  sub-treasury  scheme  is  the  instrument  which  is 
to  accomplish  these  fearful  objects. 

It  is  a measure  which  proposes  as  its  foundation 
the  subversion  of  tile  fundamental  principles  of  our 
government.  It  proposes  to  place  the  public  revenues 
in  the  hands  of  the  executive,  through  agents  ap- 
pointed by  him  and  removable  at  his  will.  It  unites 
the  ‘-sword  and  the  purse,”  and  deprives  the  people 
of  all  control  over  their  revenue.  It  takes  the  cus- 
tody of  the  public  money  from  those  who  pay,  and 
places  it  unreservedly  in  the  hands  that  spend  it.  It 


vastly  increases  the  power  of  the  federal  executive, 
by  putting  in  his  hands  the  means  of  corruption.  It 
creates  a multitude  of  new  officers,  and  enables  the 
! executive  to  send  forth  swarms  of  officers  “to  harass 
our  people  and  eat  out  their  substance.”  It  unites 
in  the  person  of  the  executive  the  command  of  tile 
army  and  navy,  the  execution  of  the  laws  and  the 
keeping  and  disbursement  of  the  public  revenues, 
and  endoweshim  with  every  attribute  which  defines 
a monarch  and  creates  a tyrant.  It  brings  the  whole 
banking  business  and  financial  interests  of  the  coun- 
try at  the  feet  of  the  executive,  and  enables  him  to 
sport  with  the  liberties  and  fortunes  of  our  people. 
It  creates  the  most  odious  and  terrible  of  all  nation- 
al banks — an  executive  bank  possessing  all  power 
and  not  accountable  to  the  people.  The  agents  to 
wield  this  “infernal  machine”  are  the  servants  of  the 
executive,  and  only  removable  by  him,  and  when  he 
is  freshly  seated  in  the  chair  of  state  for  a constitu- 
tional term,  he  may  again  mock  at  your  impotence 
by  saying  you  shall  have  these  corrupt  instruments 
over  you  for  four  yeais,  in  spite  of  all  lamentations 
here  or  elsewhere.  It  separates  the  government 
from  the  people,  and  renders  the  servant  superior  to 
his  master. 

Its  influence  upon  the  public  interests  are  equally 
direct  and  dreadful.  It  is  a vital  part  of  the  plan, 
and  the  only  scheme  that  the  president  has  ever  re- 
commended, that  the  public  revenues  shall  be  re- 
ceived in  gold  and  silver  only;  and  to  delude  you 
into  the  adoption  of  this  measure,  you  are  told  that 
it  will  enlarge  the  specie  basis,  and  bring  the  pre- 
cious metals  into  more  general  circulation;  that  it 
will  create  a demand  for  specie  and  the  supply  will 
come.  These  are  fatal  errors  and  we  warn  you 
against  their  adoption.  It  has  always  happened, 
and  it  always  will  happen,  that  the  greater  the  de- 
mand you  create  tor  money  the  less  will  be  the  sup- 
ply; and  the  reason  is,  that  money  is  not  a commo- 
dity. It  is  not  subject  to  the  rules  of  demand  and 
supply,  but  in  itself  governs  them.  The  action  of 
the  sub  treasury  scheme  will  diminish  and  absorb 
your  specie  basis — bring  down  your  credit  system— 
your  lands,  productions  and  labor — and  inflict  upon 
you  all  the  untold  and  incalculable  sufferings  of  a 
transitive  state  of  society.  It  will  do  this  by  its 
most  obvious  operation.  The  plan  is  to  receive  no- 
thing but  gold  and  silver  in  the  payment  of  the  go- 
vernment dues.  The  disbursements  are  to  be  made 
in  drafts  of  the  treasurer  of  the  U.  States  upon  the 
receivers  general.  These  drafts  are  to  be  in  the 
form  of  bank  notes,  and  are  designed  to  pass  from 
hand  to  hand  like  bank  bills,  and  form  a medium  of 
general  circulation.  Let  us  briefly  call  your  atten- 
tion to  the  practical  operation  of  this  scheme,  and 
see  where  it  will  land.  The  collector  of  New  York 
begins  to  receive  gold  and  silver  only,  and  makes 
his  return  to  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States. — 
We  will  assume  that  he  receives  $70,000  per  day  in 
payment  of  government  dues.  This  amount  is 
drawn  from  the  people  and  locked  up  in  his  iron 
chest.  Ttie  treasurer  of  the  United  Slates  then  is- 
sues his  drafts  in  the  form  of  bank  bills,  upon  the 
collector  of  New  York,  against  the  money  so  re- 
ceived, and  sends  them  to  the  public  creditors  at 
Green  Bay,  Florida,  and  in  every  part  of  the  union. 
They  pass  the  drafts  in  payment  of  their  debts. 
They  circulate  as  paper  money  ever  will  circulate, 
because  it  is  more  convenient  than  gold  and  silver 
while  it  is  believed  to  be  equally  as  good. 

The  public  well  know,  that  unless  the  sub-trea- 
surer has  used  the  money  in  his  speculations,  or  lent 
it  to  some  friend,  or  run  away  with  it,  that  there  is 
dollar  for  dollar  in  deposite  to  meet  these  drafts;  and 
they  will  hold  the  drafts  with  as  much  security  as 
they  would  the  gold  and  silver,  and  as  they  now  do 
the  notes  of  their  specie  paying  banks.  Thus  the 
drafts  of  the  treasurer  become  a part  of  the  general 
circulation,  and  are  horded  as  money,  and  are  not 
presented  to  the  sub-treasurers,  or  the  specie  they 
represent  returned  to  the  channels  of  trade.  These 
drafts  represent  specie,  and  the  specie,  if  the  sub- 
treasurer is  honest,  remains  under  his  “bolts  and 
bars.”  But  what  is  the  effect  of  this  process  upon 
the  banks  and  the  community?  In  the  city  of  New 
York  where  this  $ 69,000  a day  is  to  be  withdrawn, 
there  is  not  over  $5,000,000  of  specie,  and  suppose 
the  treasurer’s  drafts  against  the  collections,  to  re- 
main outstanding,  as  it  is  their  tendency  to  do,  how 
long  would  it  be  before  every  dollar  in  specie  in  the 
city  would  be  brought  into  the  vault  of  the  collec- 
tor? Only  about  seventy  days!!  But  it  may  be 
said  that  the  drafts  would  not  remain  out  until  the 
city  would  be  thus  drained!  Why  would  they  not? 
And  when  would  they  first  begin  to  come  in?  It  is 
undeniable  that  they  would  remain  out  so  long  as  the 
paper  currency  they  furnish,  in  common  with  the 
other  paper  currency  of  the  country,  was  equal  to 
gold  and  silver,  because  of  theirconvenience.  Then, 
they  would  only  begin  to  come  in  when  the  paper 
money  was  depreciated,  and  when  specie  wa3  at  a 


premium  as  compared  to  paper;  which  would  not 
be  until  the  drain  of  the  government  hail  broken  the 
banks!  Then  they  would  come  in  to  some  extent, 
because  the  premium  they  would  bear  would  pay 
the  expenses  ot  presenting  and  transporting  specie. 
To  that  “complexion  it  would  come  at  last” — the 
destruction  of  the  banks — the  ruin  of  the  credit 
system,  and  the  establishment  of  a pure  metallic 
currency.  These  are  the  results  its  friends  promise 
you,  and  this  faint  sketch  will  enable  you  to  per- 
ceive the  unerring  certainty  of  their  accomplish- 
ment. 

Suppose  you  to  have  a metallic  currency!  How 
then  will  your  condition  be  improved?  We  have  in 
this  country  about  sixty  millions  of  specie:  Our 

present  circulation,  notwithstanding  the  severe  pres- 
sure of  the  times,  is  not  less  than  five  hundred  mil- 
lion.— How  much  more  freely  will  you  breathe, 
wdien  the  screw  of  the  president  shall  have  brought 
you  down  to  sixty  millions  of  dollars?  The  man 
who  now  gets  a dollar  per  day  for  his  work  will  then 
get  a shilling!  And  think  himself  fortunate  to  find 
employment  at  that!  The  man  who  ow'ns  a farm 
and  owes  one-eighth  part  ot  its  present  value  will 
lose  his  estate  and  be  reduced  to  want!  The  man 
who  has  now  ample  means  of  meeting  his  engage- 
ments will  be  reduced  to  hopeless  insolvency!  You 
can  pretty  nearly  estimate  how  often  any  thing  called 
money  would  be  seen  among  you.  There  have  been 
now  about  twenty  million  dollars  of  treasury  notes 
issued  by  the  federal  government  and  yet  who  of 
you  have  ever  seen  a treasury  note?  If  twenty  mil- 
lion dollars  of  this  money  has  never  been  visible  to 
you  what  appearance  will  sixty  million  dollars  of 
specie  make? 

Fellow  citizens!  Do  you  want  arguments  address- 
ed to  you  to  arouse  your  exertion  to  avert  impend- 
ing|destruction? — This  fatal  scheme  of  the  sub-treasu- 
ry is  now  suspended  over  you,  like  the  sword  ot 
Damocles,  by  a single  hair!  It  is  for  you  to  decide 
whether  it  shall  fall  upon  you  or  whether  you  will 
strike  down  the  traitorous  arm  that  placed  it  over 
you.  We  are  but  common  partakers  of  your  suffer- 
ings and  your  happiness;  and  having  warned  you  of 
your  dangers  we  shall  await  your  action,  in  the  confi- 
dent belief  that  it  will  be  for  freedom  and  self-pre- 
servation. Shall  the  people  or  the  executive 

CONTROL  THE  PUBLIC  MEASURES?  Shall  this  be  A 
GOVERNMENT  OF  THE  PEOPLE  OR  A GOVERNMENT 
of  the  officeholders?  Shall  we  have  PROS- 
PERITY or  ruin  and  misery? 

The  action  of  the  federal  loco  foco  administration 
has  been  treacherous  to  your  interests  on  another 
subject  of  vast  importance.  We  allude  to  the  de- 
sign to  surrender  the  interests  of  the  state  of  New 
York  in  the  public  lands.  When  this  vast  tract,  ori- 
ginally belonged  to  the  states,  was  ceded  to  the  fede- 
ral government,  it  was  upon  the  express  stipulation, 
that  these  lands  should  constitute  a common  pro- 
perty and  the  proceeds  be  applied  to  the  common 
benefit.  To  purchase  the  support  of  the  west  in 
tile  next  presidential  contest,  the  base  proposition 
has  been  submitted  to  give  up  the  interests  of  New 
York  and  the  older  states  in  the  public  domain,  and 
grant  them  wholly  to  the  new  states. — Had  the  pro- 
ceeds of  these  lands  been  divided  as  they  should 
have  been,  the  state  of  New  Yoik  would  have  alrea- 
dy received  tor  her  share  about  $8,000,000,  and  still 
have  left  a vast  fund  in  the  unsold  lands  to  complete 
her  valuable  system  of  internal  improvement,  and 
extend  its  blessings  to  every  part  of  her- borders. 
The  whole  system  of  the  present  federal  administra- 
tion has  been  one  of  plunder  and  spoliation.  You 
are  not  only  to  be  robbed  of  your  share  of  the  public 
lands,  but  of  your  liberties  and  fortunes,  if  you  shall 
sustain  its  measures. 

We  have  presented  to  you  some  of  the  weighty 
measures  which  summon  you  to  action.  There  are 
objects  of  great  importance  to  y'our  interests  imme- 
diately involved  in  the  candidates  to  be  selected  by 
you.  Should  the  federal  loco  focos  suceeed  in 
obtaining  the  majority  in  our  state  legislature,  their 
organs  have  announced  to  us,  and  we  cannot  doubt 
that  their  first  acts  will  be,  to  suppress  the  circula- 
tion of  all  bills  below  the  denomination  of  ten  dollars, 
and  again  inflict  upon  us  the  curse  of  as  shin-plaster 
currency,  and  to  suspend  all  works  of  internal  im- 
provement, lose  millions  already  expended  in  their 
construction,  and  disappoint  the  long  deferred  hopes 
and  expectations  of  those  entitled  to  a common  par- 
ticipation in  these  public  benefits.  If  you  think 
these  measures  right,  you  will  of  course  support  the 
men  who  will  carry  them  out.  If  you  think  them 
wrong,  you  will  select  those  friendly  to  the  circula- 
tion of  small  bills  and  internal  improvements. 

Fellow  citizens!  We  maintain  our  stand  upon  the 
great  political  principles  of  Jefferson,  defending  the 
rights  of  man,  of  which  he  was  the  great  and  elo- 
quent champion.  We  maintain  the  government  as 
he  administered  it — the  rights  of  the  states,  and  the 
sovereignty  ot  the  people.  We  select  for  our  suffra- 
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ges  the  candidates  who  come  nearest  to  our  princi- 
ples, and  who  will  best  aid  us  in  carrying  out  the 
great  measures  oi  reform  and  of  bringing  the  govern- 
ment back  to  the  old  republican  track,  which  we  have 
undertaken,  and  we  vote  without  fear,  favor,  affec- 
tion, reward,  or  hope  of  reward.  We  know  your 
general  concurrence  in  our  opinions,  and  we  ask  you 
to  rise  above  a slavish  subjection  to  men,  and  unite 
in  one  common  and  successful  effort  to  throw  off  the 
incubus  that  rests  upon  us,  and  restore  the  prosperi- 
ty and  happiness  of  the  people. 

DEMOCRATIC  ANTI-VAN  BUREN  CON- 
VENTION OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

ADDRESS 

To  the  freemen  of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 
Fellow  citizens: 

The  undersigned  committee,  appointed  by  the 
democratic  anti-Van  Buren  state  convention,  which 
assembled  in  Harrisburg,  in  September  last,  to  pre- 
pare and  publish  an  address  to  the  people,  on  the 
subject  ot  the  approaching  presidential  election,  pro- 
ceed to  the  discharge  of  this  important  duty'. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  explain  or  apologise  for  the 
delay  which  has  occurred,  but  it  is  obvious  that  in- 
tervening political  events,  to  which  we  may  proper- 
ly refer,  fortify  the  position  taken  by  the  convention 
of  which  we  are  the  organ,  and  demonstrate  its  per- 
fect propriety. 

Our  country,  by  every  true  patriot,  “best  loved 
when  worst  governed,”  now  demands  indeed  our 
utmost  affection,  our  most  anxious  care.  We  have 
reached  a crisis  in  which  we  solemnly  believe  the 
fate  of  free  government  itself  is  to  be  decided. 

We,  as  a nation,  shall  emerge  from  it,  either  re- 
generated, and  with  the  resolution  and  the  ability  to 
restore  the  republic  to  its  former  simplicity,  purity 
and  peace;  or  with  the  prevailing  evils  so  fixed  upon 
us,  that  intelligent  patriotism  will  be  obliged  to  de- 
plore the  early  prospect  of  the  destruction  of  the 
best  interests,  and  the  dearest  rights  ot  the  people. 

It  would  not  be  out  of  place  to  discuss  these  evils, 
so  numerous,  that  your  patience  as  well  as  ours 
would  be  exhausted  in  the  disgusting  task,  but  we 
shall  content  ourselves  with  a glance  at  them,  and 
pass  on  to  what  we  considered  of  far  more  import- 
ance; the  remedy  for  them,  and  which,  we  believe, 
is  within  the  grasp  of  the  people  who  feel  and  know 
them. 

In  glancing  at  these  evils,  we  cannot  do  better 
than  to  use  the  eloquent  language,  adopted  by  the 
convention,  of  the  ablest  of  our  statesmen,  and  the 
most  brilliant  of  our  orators: 

We  “believe  that  there  is  a radical  mal-adminis- 
tration  of  the  government;”  that  the  great  interests  of 
the  country  are  trodden  down;  that  new  ami  danger- 
ous principles  and  practices  have  been  introduced 
and  continued;  that  a fearful  conjunction  of  the  purse 
and  the  sword  in  the  same  hands,  already  alarmingly 
strono-,  is  persevering  attempted;  that  the  consti- 
tution has  been  grossly  violated;  and  that,  by  the  vast 
accumulation  of  executive  power,  actual  and  medi- 
tated, our  system  is  rapidly  tending  towards  an  elec- 
tive monarchy.  These  are  our  convictions,  honestly 
and  sincerely  entertained. 

There  is,  indeed,  a “radical  mal-administration  of 
the  government,” — From  a state  of  unclouded  pros- 
perity, which  prevailed,  ten  years  ago,  throughout 
the  length  and  breadth  of  this  country,  we  find  our- 
selves reduced,  as  a nation,  to  a condition  of  abject 
wretchedness.  Then  peace  and  order  were  in  all 
our  borders — then  busy  industry  pursued  the  noise- 
less lenorof  her  way  with  sure  reward — contentment 
and  abundance  reigned  on  all  sides — then  the  credit 
of  the  government  was  sound  and  untarnished,  with 
ample  revenues  to  meet  her  current  expenses — with 
an  annual  and  growing  surplus — a full  treasury,  hon- 
estly and  vigorously  guarded  and  kept,  the  nation  was 
prosperous  and  happy.  Then  the  officers  of  the 
general  government  were  truly  the  servants  of  the 
people,  and  not  their  masters;  and  they  were  faithful 
servants. — Devoting  themselves  to  the  honest  dis- 
charge of  their  official  duties,  they  did  not  presume 
to  meddle  themselves  with  the  elections  by  the  peo- 
ple, to  instruct  and  dictate  to  them — then  freedom  of 
opinion  was  tolerated,  and  rational  liberty  prevailed. 

But  how  are  we  changed! — Instead  of  peace  and 
order,  we  have  agitation  and  turbulence. — Disorder 
is  exhibited,  a disregard  of  the  laws  and  constitution 
of  the  country,  in  the  most  frightful  forms,  and  an 
abject  submission  to  the  varying  and  capricious  will 
of  the  general  government,  prevails  in  all  parts  of  the 
country.  The  will  of  parly  is  substituted  for  the 
judgments  of  the  law,  and  infamy  and  dishonor  have 
become,  if  not  a passport  to  office,  certainly  no  barri- 
er in  the  way  of  obtaining  it.  The  eyes  of  the  un- 
derstanding are  blinded,  anil  the  dictates  of  conscience 
and  morality  stifled  by  the  blighting  influence  of 
party  spirit. 

Instead  of  the  sure  rewards  of  honest  industry — 
uncertainty  hangs  over  the  working  man  and  ruin  is 


often  brought  upon  him  without  any  fault  of  his  own. 
Hazardous  speculations  are  substituted  for  regular 
pursuits,  and  the  mechanic  and  the  merchant,  the 
farmer  and  the  manufacturer  are  each  in  turn  made 
to  feel  the  heavy  hand  of  evil  government. 

Our  currency,  without  which  no  class  in  the  com- 
munity can  be  prosperous,  is  totally  deranged — 
and  from  having  been,  as  it  was  ten  years  ago,  the 
best,  has  become,  almost,  the  worst  in  the  world; 
while  they  who  brought  these  evils  upon  us,  are  mak- 
ing desperate  efforts  to  aggravate  them,  by  inflam- 
ing the  public  mind;  and  driving  us  upon  fresh  and 
more  dangerous  experiments, — contented  to  enjoy 
their  ill-gotten  power  amidst  the  groans  and  suffer- 
ings of  a betrayed  people.  The  government  itself 
is  bankrupt — its  treasury  is  exhausted — the  reve- 
nues of  the  country  are  wholly  insufficient  to  appease 
the  insatiable  appetite  of  our  rulers  for  the  wanton 
expenditure  of  the  people’s  money,'  and  while  these 
rulers  use  the  stale  and  miserable  artifice  of  pretend- 
ed hostility  to  paper  money,  they  are  constantly  in- 
creasing in  quantity,  by  the  issue  of  treasury  notes; 
without  which  their  profligate  expenditure  of  public 
money  could  not  be  met. 

Instead  of  a modest  attention  to  the  duties  of  of- 
fice, the  officers  of  the  general  government,  swollen 
to  an  army  as  formidable  as  the  Roman  cohorts,  who 
bought  and  sold  the  empire,  boldly  proclaim  the  right 
to  interfere  in  elections — to  dictate  to  the  people, 
and  to  control  existing  majorities  in  particular  dis- 
tricts, by  the  introduction  of  purchased  voters  in 
the  employ  and  pay  of  the  government — and  to  use 
their  money  and  influence,  if  not  the  money  of  the 
government,  in  controlling  the  action  of  the  people; 
Such  oppression  and  tyranny  would  be  intolerable 
from  men  in  other  respects  irreproachable,  men  faith- 
ful and  honest  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties.  But 
under  such  a system,  honesty  and  fidelity  is  not  to 
be  expected.  Coming  into  power  with  the  robber 
principle  avowed,  “that  to  the  victors  belong  the 
spoils,”  the  transition  to  a loose  official  morality  is 
but  too  easy.  Not  satisfied  with  “the  spoils”  legiti- 
mated by  easy  legislation  for  party  purposes,  they 
have  come  to  consider  the  public  money  as  their 
owui,  and  among  “the  spoils  of  victory”  which  be- 
long to  them.  Many  of  them  living  in  luxurious 
debauchery,  and  engaged  in  plundering  speculations, 
have  found  their  ample  salaries  insufficient  for  their 
wants,  and  have  robbed,  to  meet  those  wants,  the 
public  money  committed  to  their  care;  not  satisfied 
with  the  plunder  of  the  past,  they  are  actually  en- 
gaged in  urging  upon  the  people,  by  false  pretences, 
by  delusive  arguments,  the  adoption  of  a system, 
which  shall  commit  to  their  safe  keeping  the  entire 
money  of  the  nation. 

Such  is  the  truly  deplorable  but  faithfully  drawn 
picture  of  the  times — such  the  melancholy  condition 
of  the  country. 

Is  there  a remedy?  and  what  is  that  remedy? 
The  questions  are  momentous  and  we  do  beseech 
you  by  every  consideration  which  you  hold  dear  to 
awake  to  their  importance. 

We  see  no  effectual  remedy,  but  in  a change  of 
our  rulers;  which  will  bring  with  it  a change  in  the 
policy'  of  the  government.  We  ask  you  to  give  this 
subject  your  sober  thoughts.  We  appeal  to  you  as 
men  of  sense,  as  honest  men,  loving  morality,  loving 
your  country.  If  we  were  prosperous  and  happy 
ten  years  ago,  and  we  are  now  the  reverse;  if  we 
have  fallen  from  one  calamity,  to  another,  what,  as 
wise  men,  what,  as  honest  men,  ought  we  to  do? 
Ought  we  not  to  acknowledge  our  errors,  and  re- 
trace our  steps.  Ought  we  not  to  go  back  to  the 
period  of  our  prosperity,  ascertain  what  was  then 
the  condition  of  our  affairs,  and  when  we  have  found 
if,  to  re-establish,  as  fast  as  possible,  the  same  state 
of  things. 

Do  not  suffer  yourselves  longer  to  be  deceived  by 
mere  party  names.  They  are  worse  than  “sound- 
ing brass  and  tinkling  cymbal.”  Washington  warn- 
ed you  against  them,  as  your  worst  enemies,  and 
your  own  sad  experience  has  proved  the  justice  of 
liis  advice. 

When  your  liberties  shall  have  been  trodden  down 
— when  your  rights  have  been  taken  from  you — 
when  a corrupt  and  fraudulent  monarchy  is  estab- 
lished on  the  iuins  of  your  republican  government 
— when  your  prosperity  is  destroyed  and  you  be- 
come the  slaves  of  corrupt  officeholders — what 
consolation  will  it  be  to  you  to  be  called  democrats, 
and  to  be  told  that  your  government  is  a democracy. 
Think  you  that  the  despotism  of  Russia  or  Turkey 
would  be  less  a despotism  if  it  were  called  a demo- 
cracy, or  that  the  serfs  and  vassels  of  the  tyrants 
who  govern,  would  be  more  free  or  tolerable  if  you 
were  to  call  them  federalists  or  democrats! 

Names  are  not  in  truth  things,  although  the  folly 
of  mankind  often  makes  them  so. 

But  how  are  we  to  effect  this  desirable  change  of 
rulers?  Fortunately  it  is  not  yet  too  late — it  is  yet 
in  your  power  to  be  independent.  The  right  of  suf- 


frage is  yet  yours,  and  if  those  who  agree  in  opinion 
as  to  the  existence  of  the  evils  to  which  we  have 
referred,  will  rouse  themselves  to  the  importance  of 
the  duty  they  owe  to  their  country,  and  discard 
every  other  consideration  but  the  good  of  that  suf- 
fering country;  if  they  will  learn  from  experience; 
if  they  will  act  wisely  and  prudently,  and  choose 
the  best  instrument  to  attain  their  object,  our  coun- 
try can  and  will  be  saved. 

A heavy  responsibility  rests  upon  those  who  are 
opposed  to  existing  evils.  They  have  a country  to 
save,  and  they  have  the  ability  to  save  it  if  they 
will. 

We  do  not,  however,  desire  to  be  understood  as 
undervaluing  the  magnitude  of  the  work  which  they 
have  to  do.  Under  the  most  favorable  circumstan- 
ces the  contest  must  be  arduous — without  prudence 
— without  energy,  it  will  be  hopeless. 

The  men  in  office  are  sustained  by  a powerful 
party,  the  more  formidable  from  the  very  evils  of 
which  we  complain.  Their  discipline  is  the  disci- 
pline of  implicit  obedience;  their  organization — 
their  consummate  address — their  wiley  management 
to  divide  and  conquer,  all  make  them  formidable, 
more  formidable  than  for  their  numbers. 

They  have  a regular  corps  of  some  forty  thousand 
officeholders,  whose  interests  and  feelings  separate 
them  from  the  people,  and  who  are  as  so  many  sen- 
tinels stationed  in  every  part  of  the  country  to  walch 
and  control  the  movements  of  the  people.  They 
are  fired  with  zeal  to  preserve  the  spoils  of  office, 
and  to  extend  the  power  and  influence  of  their  order 
over  the  people. 

But  in  proportion  to  the  difficulties,  will  be  the 
honor  of  those  who  signalise  themselves  in  the 
struggle,  and  the  darker  infamy  will  rest  upon  the 
head  of  the  whig,  who,  preferring  inglorious  ease, 
shrinks  from  his  duty  to  his  country. 

If  we  are  defeated  we  shall  be  defeated  by  crimi- 
nal supineness,  and  if  possible,  worse  than  criminal 
divisions  among  ourselves.  These  divisions  have 
been  at  once  our  weakness,  and  the  strength  of  our 
adversaries. 

It  will  be  a reproach,  a perpetual  reproach,  if  we 
permit  these  divisions  again  to  occur  among  us. — 
We  must  not  be  divided. 

That  distinguished  patriot  Henry  Clay,  with 
characteristic  magnanimity,  has  said  that  if  his  name 
would  not  unite  “all  the  branches  of  the  opposition 
party,”  it  should  be  withdrawn. 

This  question  engaged  the  anxious  deliberations 
of  the  convention,  and  however  they  felt  the  highest 
regard  and  the  greatest  respect  for  this  distinguished 
statesman;  (and  many  yielded  personal  preferences 
to  the  higher  obligations  of  patriotism)  they  were 
constrained  to  admit  that  the  evidence  of  popular 
sentiment,  which  can  never  be  safely  disregarded, 
forbade  the  expectation  of  uniting  “all  branches  of 
the  opposition”  upon  Air.  Clay. 

Calm  and  prudent  enquiry,  independent  of  politi- 
cal results,  to  which  we  shall  presently  refer,  show 
the  justness  of  this  conclusion. 

Mi-.  Clay  himself  has  candidly  referred  to  the  fact 
that  there  are  “branches”  in  the  opposition  party. 

It  is  wise,  as  well  as  honest,  to  admit  this  truth, 
and  we  may  say  it  is  equally  true  that  there  are  like 
branches  in  the  Van  Buren  party — the  difference 
between  the  two  parties  being,  that  in  the  latter 
these  branches  more  readily  submit  to  the  control  of 
the  parent  stem,  than  they  do  in  the  former. 

Without  noticing  minor  differences  of  opinion  we 
may  refer  to  the  known  fact,  that  there  are  in  these 
branches  abolitionists,  anti-masons,  democrats  and 
whigs,  and  that  among  these,  there  are  very  many, 
who  were  prompted  by  the  glowing  feeling  of  grati- 
tude for  arduous  military  services,  which  the  history 
of  mankind  in  all  ages,  prove  to  have  been  common 
to  all  nations,  to  support  gen.  Jackson  for  (he  presi- 
dency. 

We  do  not  prptend  to  say  that  Mr.  Van  Buren 
and  his  friends  have  been  without  the  support  of 
many  abolitionists  and  anti-masons,  in  some  of  the 
different  parts  of  our  country,  where  they  exist. 

On  the  contrary,  it  is  notorious,  that  he  and  his 
friends,  while  they  affect  decided  hostility,  where 
such  profession  accords  with  popular  feeling,  against 
abolitionists  and  anti-masons,  in  other  quarters  of 
the  country  as  industriously  court  the  support  of 
abolitionists  and  anti-masons;  and  unfortunately  in 
many  instances  with  too  much  success. 

“Deceitful  above  all  things,  and  desperately  wick- 
ed”— they  change  their  form  and  shape,  and  profess 
opposite  and  contradictory  opinions  to  obtain  and 
secure  power. 

To  the  south  and  among  southern  men  they  sig- 
nalise their  zeal  against  the  mad  fanaticism  of  the 
abolitionist,  as  they  term  it,  while  to  the  north  when 
it  is  important  to  obtain  their  votes  they  choose  as 
their  candidates  for  office,  known  abolitionists.  De- 
ceptive alike  to  the  north,  and  the  south  and  totally 
unworthy  of  the  confidence  of  either. 
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But  candour  requires  us  to  admit  that  among 
those  who  entertain  peculiar  views  on  the  subject 
of  slavery,  although  there  are  many  who  lend  them- 
selves directly  or  indirectly  to  the  re-election  of 
Martin  Van  Buren;  there  are  a vast  number  who  are 
decidedly  opposed  to  his  inal-admiuistration  of  the 
government,  and  who  are  willing  to  aid  their  whig 
brethren  in  all  parts  of  the  country  to  rescue  it  from 
misrule.  It  cannot  be  concealed  however  that  the 
position  taken  by  Mr.  Clay  on  a recent  occasion  has 
created  in  this  branch  of  the  whig  party  a prejudice 
which  cannot  be  overcome. 

The  corresponding  branch  in  the  Van  Buren  party 
are  more  readily  moulded  to  party  support. 

A similar  difficulty  exists  with  the  anti-masons. 
This  portion  of  the  whig  party,  particularly  in 
Pennsylvania,  although  unwilling  to  support  Mr. 
Clay,  have  nevertheless  discovered  a decided  wil- 
lingness to  make  concessions  to  their  whig  bre- 
thren, by  evincing  a determination  to  support  ano- 
ther distinguished  whig,  general  Harrison,  and  have 
not  insisted  on  a candidate  who  had  adopted  their' 
peculiar  views  on  the  subject  of  masonry. 

Among  the  Jackson  men  now  attached  to  the 
whig  party,  there  are  not  wanting  those  who  retain 
a lingering  recollection  of  their  opposition  to  Mr. 
Clay,  which  there  is  reason  to  fear  might  operate 
on  their  suffrage,  if  he  were  the  candidate  of  the 
whig  party. 

When  the  convention  remembered  that  these 
“branches  of  the  opposition  party”  formed  so  large 
a portion  of  the  voters  in  Vermont,  Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylva- 
nia, Ohio  and  Indiana,  not  to  speak  of  other  states, 
or  other  questions,  it  was  plain  to  them  that  if  they 
regarded  the  welfare  of  the  country  as  identified 
with  a change  of  rulers,  would  it  not  do  to  choose 
for  a candidate  any  one,  however  eminent,  who 
was  not  acceptable  to  these  branches;  well  know- 
ing that  a union  of  the  opposition  party  was  essen- 
tial to  success. 

To  general  Harrison  no  such  objections  exist. — 
Born  in  Virginia — the  son  of  one  of  that  illustrious 
race  of  patriots  with  whom  she  adorned  the  annals 
of  the  revolution,  and  whom  she  delighted  to  honor, 
HE  possessed  her  love  and  confidence,  as  he  did 
that  of  our  brethren  in  the  south  generally,  while 
his  long  residence  in  Ohio,  and  hiseminent  public 
services  had  endeared  him  to  all  classes  of  his  fel- 
low citizens  in  the  northern  and  western  states. — 
His  name  subdues  all  prejudices,  and  encounter 
none. 

This  reasoning  was  well  sustained  by  political 
results  which  had  taken  place  in  different  states, 
and  were  fresh  in  the  recollection  of  every  observ- 
ing and  careful  politician. 

Mr.  Clay  had  been  a candidate  for  the  presidency 
in  1832,  and  general  Harrison  in  some  states  only 
in  1836.  The  former  was  regularly  nominated  and 
generally  supported  by  the  parly  opposed  to  gene- 
ral Jackson.  The  latter,  within  a few  months  be- 
fore the  election,  was  made  a candidate  in  several 
of  the  states,  rather  by  an  impulse  among  the  peo- 
ple than  by  any  regular  nomination. 

Let  us  then  look  to  these  elections  for  evidence 
of  the  relative  strength  of  the  candidates;  although 
in  doing  so  we  are  aware,  that,  in  regard  to  gene- 
ral Harrison,  there  was  disadvantage  of  a want  of 
time — the  want  of  concert  of  action,  and  the  de- 
pression produced  by  the  recollection  of  repeated 
disasters  previously  incurred  by  the  whig  party, 
many  of  them  fresh  and  recent. 

In  1832  Mr.  Clay  was  beaten  in  Ohio  by  a ma- 
jority of  4,707— in  New  Jersey  by  360 — in  Indiana 
by  6,310,  while  his  popular  majority  in  Maryland 
was  but  92,  and  in  Delaware  166.  General  Jack- 
son  obtained  at  that  election  in  Pennsylvania  a ma- 
jority of  24,269,  in  Virginia  of  18,820,  in  North 
Carolina  of  21,124,  in  Tennessee  of  25,000. 

General  Harrison  at  the  presidential  election  of 
1836,  carried  Ohio  by  a majority  of  8,720,  a greater 
majority  by  nearly  one  half,  than  general  Jackson 
had  in  that  state.  He  carried  Maryland  by  a ma- 
jority of  3,674,  New  Jersey  by  545,  Delaware  by 
580,  and  Indiana  by  8,703.  He  was  beaten  inPenn- 
3ylvania  by  but  4,300,  in  Connecticut  by  535,  in 
Rhode  Island  by  254,  which  states  had  been  Jack- 
son  states  for  several  years. 

The  brilliant  success  of  general  Harrison  in  the 
presidential  election  of  1836,  surprised  the  whole 
country.  It  was  as  unexpected  as  it  was  delight- 
ful, to  the  whig  party.  That  party  had  been  dis- 
pirited by  repeated  and  overwhelming  defeats. — 
And  never  did  a party  go  into  an  important  politi- 
cal contest,  with  so  little  hope,  with  so  little  spirit, 
as  they  did  in  1836,  and  we  may  add  that  no  party 
ever  came  out  of  a contest  more  surprised  and  de- 
lighted at  their  unexpected  strength.  Mr.  Van  Bu- 
ren was  elected,  to  be  sure,  but  by  meagre  majori- 
ties, and  with  an  aggregate  popular  vote  against  him. 


It  was  then  acknowledged  on  all  hands  that  the 
great  popularity  of  general  Harrison  had  imparted 
much  of  this  unexpected  strength  to  the  whig  party, 
and  it  was  as  generally  conceded,  that  if  he  had 
been  the  candidate  of  the  party  in  the  whole  country 
at  an  earlier  period,  and  with  a knowledge  of  his 
strength,  which  was  disclosed  by  the  result,  he 
would  have  been  triumphantly  elected. 

This  result  animated  the  drooping  spirits  of  the 
whig  party,  in  all  parts  of  the  country.  They  set 
to  work  in  earnest,  and  a succession  of  brilliant  vic- 
tories tore  from  the  arms  of  the  Van  Buren  party 
state  after  state,  and  placed  against  them  a suffi- 
cient number  of  states,  which  could  give  a large 
majority  of  presidential  electors  against  Mr.  Van 
Buren. 

Intoxicated  by  these  successes,  in  an  evil  hour,  the 
party  looking  to  other  causes,  which  no  doubt  had 
a share  of  influence  in  them,  was  induced  to  forget 
the  main  source  and  principal  cause  of  their  good 
fortune.  They  laid  aside  the  powerful  name  which 
had  given  them  the  victory,  and  again  has  disaster 
upon  disaster  pressed  upon  their  standard,  until 
many  have  given  themselves  over  to  despondency, 
and  seem  to  be  ready,  in  despair,  to  surrender  the 
country  to  the  miserable  despotism  which  threa- 
tens it. 

If  it  were  unwise  in  the  hey  day  of  prosperity  to 
forget  the  veteran  patriot  to  whom  we  were  indebt- 
ed for  it,  it  is  still  more  unwise,  nay,  we  should 
say,  it  is  criminal  to  give  ourselves  up  to  despon- 
dencyjow. 

f The  whigs  have  discovered  their  error,  be  believe 
in  time  to  repair  it.  They  have  but  to  retrace  their 
steps,  raise  the  invincible  standard  of  WILLIAM 
HENRY  HARRISON,  and  the  enemies  of  the 
people  will  be  jiut  to  rout. 

TnTSSS  Mr.  Van  Buren  had  the  advantage  which 
the  halo  of  general  Jackson’s  popularity  imparted, 
and  the  fact  that  the  party  to  which  he  belonged 
had  been  in  the  ascendency,  and  victorious  in  al- 
most every  state  in  the  union. 

But  how  is  it  now?  The  evils  of  his  administra- 
tion, a bankrupt  treasury,  a wretched  currency,  the 
extravagant  expenditure,  and  the  profligate  use  of 
the  public  money — the  insolent  interference  of  the 
officers  of  the  general  government,  are  all  known 
and  have  been,  and  are  severely  felt  by  the  people. 

And  although  for  the  reason  which  we  have  as- 
signed, Mr.  Van  Buren  and  his  party  may  have  ob- 
tained doubtful  victories,  by  small  majorities,  in 
some  of  the  states  which  had  been  conquered  from 
his  party;  yet  how  much  better  is  the  condition  of 
the  whig  party  now  than  it  was  in  1836. 

Let  the  careful  observer  compare  the  political 
condition  of  the  country  then  and  now,  and  he  will  be 
struck  with  this  truth;  and  satisfied  that  we  have  no 
reason  if  we  are  wise,  to  despair.  Nay,  it  is  posi- 
tively encouraging,  notwithstanding  our  reverses, 
which  will  be  readily  repaired,  if  we  profit  by  the 
lessons  of  experience. 

Without  doing  more  than  invite  attention  to  this 
subject,  and  refer  to  the  striking  fact  that  the  whig 
party  will  have  a majority  in  the  next  house  of  re- 
presentatives of  the  United  States,  the  best  evidence 
of  our  strength,  we  will  pass  on  to  a consideration 
of  this  question,  especially  with  reference  to  Penn- 
sylvania. And  here  we  shall  find  the  most  remark- 
able evidence  of  the  great  popularity  of  general 
Harrison,  and  the  most  decided  encouragement  to 
effort,  should  he  be  the  candidate  of  the  anti-Van 
Buren  party. 

Among  the  defeats  which  befel  that  party  at  the 
state  elections  in  October  1836,  none  was  more 
signal  than  that  of  Pennsylvania;  not  only  was  it 
overthrown  in  counties  usually  doubtful,  or  nearly 
balanced,  but  it  was  equally  unfortunate  where 
previously  it  had  majorities,  and  in  some  instances 
large  majorities. 

The  whigparty  was  defeated  at  that  election  in 
Adams  county,  by  a majority  of  59,  in  Allegheny  by 
156,  in  Bedford  by  300,  in  Bradford  by  16,  in  Bucks 
by  227,  in  Butler  by  322,  in  Cambria  by  46,  in 
Chester  by  a small  majority,  each  party  having 
elected  a portion  of  their  ticket,  in  Dauphin  by  204, 
in  Delaware  by  89,  in  Franklin  by  83,  in  Union  by 
256,  in  Washington  by  150,  and  in  Huntingdon  part 
ot  each  ticket  was  elected.  Let  any  one  inclined 
to  despond  now,  examine  this  melancholy  list.  He 
will  find  that  our  disasters  at  the  election  which  has 
just  taken  place  are  not  so  great,  by  any  means  as 
those  of  the  October  election  in  1336.  Then  let  U3 
refer  to  the  presidential  election  which  occurred  in 
a little  more  than  a month  from  that  time,  and  we 
shall  have  enough  to  inspire  us  .with  confidence 
for  the  future,  should  general  Harrison  be,  as  we 
have  no  doubt  now  that  he  will  be,  the  candidate 
for  our  party. 

In  November  1836,  general  Harrison  carried  the 
same  counties  to  which  we  have  referred  by  the 


following  majorities,  Adams  by  334,  Allegheny  by 
540,  Bedford  by  334,  Bradford  by  58,  Bucks  by  208, 
Butler  by  158,  Cambria  by  104,  Chester  by  644, 
Dauphin  by  621,  Delaware  by  194,  Franklin  by  420, 
Huntingdon  by  1,285,  Lebanon  by  319,  Union  by 
183,  Washington  by  360.  And  the  majorities  against 
the  whig  parties  in  other  counties  were  greatly  re- 
duced, so  that  in  Pennsylvania,  where  general 
Jackson  had  a majority  of  twenty-four  thousand, 
Mr.  Van  Buren  received  but  four  thousand. 

The  despondency  which  had  settled  on  the  party 
after  the  October  election,  was  dispelled  by  the 
brilliant  result  of  the  presidential  election,  and  there 
were  in  this  state  but  few  of  political  sagacity  of  any 
party,  who  did  not  admit  that  if  the  strength  of  ge- 
neral Harrison  had  been  anticipated,  the  small  ma- 
jority which  Mr.  Van  Buren  bad  obtained,  would 
have  been  readily  overcome. 

Thus  we  see  in  our  own  state  how  strong  is  the 
hold  which  the  veteran  Harrison  has  on  the  feelings 
of  the  people,  and  how  little  there  is  in  the  recent 
election  to  discourage  all  our  eilorts  to  carry  the 
keystone  state  for  him. 

It  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  call  attention  to  the 
fact  that  in  almost  all  the  counties  of  our  common- 
wealth, the  loco  loco  party  turned  out  nearly  to  a 
man,  while  hundreds  and  thousands  of  the  whigs, 
to  their  reproach  it  must  be  spoken,  neglected  this 
high  and  important  duty  at  the  recent  election. 

Give  us  the  certainty  of  our  presidential  candi- 
date— give  us  the  inspiration  of  general  Harrison’s 
popularity  and  prosperity  will  again  smile  on  our 
glorious  cause. 

We  have  thus  dwelt  upon  the  reasons  which 
induced  the  convention  to  adopt  the  following  re- 
solution: 

“Resolved,  That  while  the  convention  entertain 
the  belief  that  no  other  candidate  for  the  presiden- 
cy, but  general  William  Henry  Harrison,  of  Ohio, 
can  unite  tire  anti-Van  Buren  party,  and  by  that 
union  rescue  the  country  from  misrule,  they  feel  en- 
tire respect  and  admiration  for  the  great  talents  and 
public  and  private  virtues  of  Henry  Clay,  of  Ken- 
tucky, and  they  cannot  believe  that  he  who  ha3 
already  made  so  many  sacrifices  for  his  country, 
will  now  permit  his  name  to  be  used  to  divide  and 
distract  the  anti- Van  Buren  party, and  thus  consign 
to  hopeless  ruin  our  republican  institutions.” 

We  have  discussed  the  question  with  the  candor 
which  its  magnitude  demands.  We  should  have 
been  unfaithful  to  our  trust  if  we  had  suffered  any 
notion  of  ill-judged  delicacy  to  restrain  the  argu- 
ment. The  crisis  demands  truth  and  boldness,  and 
they  are  not  inconsistent  with  respect  and  kind 
feelings  to  others  who  may  have  heretofore  differed 
in  opinion  on  this  subject. 

We  cannot  anticipate  that  personal  preferences, 
no  matter  how  well  deserved,  will  sway  their  con- 
duct when  they  find  that  such  preferences  must  be 
disappointed.  Man  worship  has  been  the  reproach 
of  the  administration  party.  Whigs  will  not  sub- 
ject themselves  to  that  reproach.  And  who  of  that 
party  cannot  regard  with  a glow  of  satisfaction  the 
support  of  general  Harrison  as  the  candidate  of  the 
opposition  party.  His  election  equally  with  that 
of  any  other  eminent  citizen  named  as  our  can- 
didate, will  secure  a reform  of  existing  abuses,  and 
a restoration  of  the  policy,  which,  in  the  days  of 
Jefferson,  Madison  and  Monroe,  made  the  country 
so  prosperous  and  happy.  In  this  respect  there  is 
no  difference  between  any  of  the  whig  candidates. 
We  can  too,  proudly  refer  to  a long  and  well  spent 
life,  devoted  to  the  welfare  of  his  country,  in  emi- 
nent stations,  for  proof  of  the  distinguished  ability 
oT  the  venerable  Harrison;  but  still  more  to  prove 
that  neither  this,  nor  any  other  nation  can  boast  of 
a purer  patriot,  or  a more  honest  statesman.  The 
country  wants  just  such  a man  to  purify  and  restore 
the  government  to  its  former  republican  virtue 
and  simplicity. 

Let  us  then  “rise  above  all  local  prejudices,  and 
personal  partialities,  discard  all  collateral  questions, 
‘disregard  every  subordinate  point,  and  in  a genuine 
spirit  of  compromise  and  concession,  unite  heart 
and  hand,  to  preserve  for  ourselves,  the  blessings  of 
a free  government,  wisely,  honestly  and  faithfully 
administered,  and  as  we  have  received  them  from 
our  fathers,  to  transmit  them  to  our  children.’” 
CHARLES  B.  PENROSE. 
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“ Alciphron ,”  is  the  title  of  a new  poem,  announced 
as  about  to  appear  from  the  pen  of  Thomas  Moore. 

Augusta,  (Geo.)  Nov.  8th,  1839.  We  have  an  entire 
change  of  weather,  of  good  solid  black  frost  this  morn- 
ing. Our  board  of  health  has  just  issued  a bulletin 
announcing  all  danger  of  return  to  town  over,  and 
have  adjourned,  subject  to  the  call  of  the  chairman. 
No  deaths  for  three  days. 

Andromache  and  Buzzard.  Among  the  vessels  that 
put  to  sea  from  New  York  on  Friday,  were  the  Bri- 
tish frigate  Andromache  and  brig  Buzzard,  with  the 
brig  Eagle,  prize  to  the  latter  is  a slaver.  All  are  bound 
for  Bermuda. 

African  slave  trade.  A correspondent  of  the  New 
York  Journal  of  Commerce,  writing  from  Havana, 
under  date  of  21th  ult.  says: 

"The  Hound,  of  Baliimore,  has  sailed  under  the 
American  flag  for  Africa.  The  Nymph,  of  ditto,  is 
fitting  out.  The  cutter  Campbell  is  nearly  ready.  All 
go  under  the  American  flag,  and  have  American  cap- 
tains. The  captain  of  the  latter  arrived  here  about  one 
mouth  since,  in  the  brig  Morris  Cooper,  of  Philadel- 
phia, which  I had  heard  say  landed  485  negroes  on  the 
coast  of  this  island.  He  was  formerly  mate  of  the 
Morris  Cooper;  his  protection  says  he  is  a native  Ame- 
rican citizen. 

“The  brig  Union,  of  New  York,  is  almost  ready  for 
sea  for  the  above  business.” 

We  give  this  item  of  information  as  we  find  it,  still 
in  the  confident  expectation  it  will  yet  appear,  that  the 
sin  of  our  city  in  this  line  consists  chiefly,  if  not  alto- 
gether, in  building  and  selling  vessels,  which  are  after- 
wards converted  to  uses  which  our  citizens  hold  in  as 
deep  detestation  as  those  of  any  other  city  in  the  union. 

[Sun. 

Bread  and  butter.  Speaking  of  a lot  of  butter  re- 
cently sent  from  the  Canadas  to  Kentucky,  the  New 
York  Express  asks  whether  the  farmers  of  the  United 
States  will  consent  to  have  the  Canadians  butler  their 
bread?  Oh  yes' — provided  the  Canadians  will  permit 
our  farmers  to  bread  their  butler.  Free  trade  and  far- 
mer’s rights.  [Boston  Times. 

Canul  navigation.  The  Harrisburg  Reporter  says: 
The  canal  commissioners  have  directed  the  canals  to 
be  kept  in  navigable  order,  as  long  as  the  weather  will 
permit.  A misapprehension  exists  among  the  public 
in  regard  to  this  fact,  caused  by  a resolution  of  the 
forwarding  houses,  not  to  forward  goods  from  Phila- 
delphia west  after  the  1st  November.  They  have  re- 
scinded this  and  will  forward  until  the  15th  inst.  The 
navigation  will  not  close,  it  is  presumed,  before  the 
first  of  December,  and  may  remain  open  until  near 
Christmas.  The  mail  line  and  passenger  boats  will 
be  drawn  from  the  line  on  the  13th  inst. 

Canal  navigation.  The  Rochester  Democrat  says: — 
“We  learn  that  our  forwarders  had  a meeting  yesterday 
and  agreed  to  suspend  navigation  and  layup  their  boats 
on  the  tenth  of  November. 

Corn  laws.  Should  there  be,  as  there  is  every  reason 
to  apprehend,  another  seriously  short  crop  in  England, 
the  corn  laws  could  hardly  stand  against  the  increased 
clamor  which  would  be  raised  against  them.  Should 
the  British  ports  be  thrown  open  to  foreign  grain,  the 
demand  from  this  country  would  be  immense  and 
would  compensate  for  the  short  crop  of  cotton  of  the 
past  year.  [ Poulson . 

Colton  crop.  The  New  Orleans  Bulletin  of  the  9th 
instant  says — 

A gentleman  who  has  travelled  quite  extensively  over 
the  cotton  growing  region  during  the  present  season, 
gives  it  as  his  opinion,  formed  upon  accurate  personal 
observation,  that  the  crop  of  1839  will  be  one-third 
shorter  than  the  crop  of  1838.  The  causes  assigned  for 
this  deficiency  are,  first,  a protracted  drought  in  the 
spring  that  was  severely  felt  through  the  whole  south. 
Then  the  rains  which  succeeded  the  drought,  fell  in 
such  torrents  as  to  cause  many  of  the  forms  to  drop. 
The  worms  also  about  this  period  did  vast  injury  in 
many  parts  of  the  country,  if  the  latter  part  of  the 
season  had  proved  propitious,  the  harvest  might  still 
have  been  an  average  one;  but  a drought,  only  equal- 
led by  the  dry  spell  of  the  spring,  has,  until  w’ithin  a 
tew  days  at  least,  pervaded  the  south,  causing  the 
weed  to  shed  not  only  the  forms,  but  the  young  bolls 
also.  As  a dry  season  is  favorable  to  cotton  in  Loui- 
siana, where  the  land  is  chiefly  alluvial  and  moist, 
the  product  here  may  not  fall  much  short — but  in  every 
other  state  the  deficiency  will  be  as  great  as  is  repre- 
sented. 

Darkness  at  Quebec — singular  phenomenon.  The 
Quebec  Canadian  states  that  on  the  forenoon  of  the  18. h 
October,  a darkness  settled  upon  that  city,  which  ren- 
dered the  use  of  candles  necessary  for  several  hours  in 
the  forenoon.  The  wind  blew  from  the  east,  but  the 
darkened  clouds  came  from  the  west.  The  atmos- 
phere was  moist.  The  same  phenomenon  occurred 
on  the  17th  of  October,  1834;  and  on  the  14th  of  Octo- 
ber, 1835. 

Death — A public  deprivation.  Died,  on  Sunday 
morning  at  1 o’clock,  in  the  81-t  year  of  his  age  Luke 
Tiernan,  esq.  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  opulent  and 
respectable  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Baltimore.  A na- 
tive of  Ireland,  at  an  early  age,  he  made  this  land  the 
home  of  his  choice,  and  through  life  entertained  a strong 
aftec  ion  for  the  institutions  of  his  adopted  country.  As 
a merchant,  he  was  honest,  honorable,  upright  ani 


persevering;  as  a citizen,  public  spirited,  and  ever 
ready  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  city;  of  a bene- 
volent disposition,  the  poor  ever  found  in  him  a friend; 
and  true  objects  of  charity  never  presented  their  claims 
in  vain.  11  that  popularity  which  has  a whole  commu- 
nity for  its  basis,  which  withers  not  under  the  breath  of 
seasons  and  circumstances,  but  remains  fresh  and 
green  under  the  influence  of  autumnal  gales,  as  amid 
the  zephyrs  of  the  floral  summer, — if  such  popularity 
be  a test  of  merit,  then  was  the  subject  of  this  notice 
emphatically  a worthy  man.  It  is  not  the  “customary 
suit  of  solemn  black”  that  doth  truly  denote  the  grief 
felt  for  the  loss  of  such  a man.  It  is  a grief  "not 
loud,  but  deep,”  not  confined  to  the  immediate  circle 
of  friends  and  relatives,  but  a solemnizing  sense  of  loss 
and  deprivation,  co-extensive  with  the  causes  of  the 
popularity,  which  proclaims  its  object  to  be  a public  be- 
nefactor. [Baltimore  Sun. 

Engineer.  The  Pottsville  Journal  says:  “F.  A.  Che- 
valier de  Gerstner,  the  distinguished  Austrian  engineer, 
under  whose  auspices  the  first  rail  road  in  Europe  was 
commenced  in  1824,  has  been  here  during  the  past 
week,  inspecting  the  works  of  art  in  our  vicinity.” 

Election.  The  governor  of  Pennsylvania  has  di- 
rected a special  election  to  be  held  on  the  20th  inst. 
to  supply  the  vacancy  in  congress,  occasioned  by  the 
decease  of  Mr.  Potter. 

Fires-  A correspondent  of  the  Philadelphia  United 
States  Gazette,  makes  the  following  enumeration  of  the 
fires  which  have  occuired  in  the  United  States  in  the 
month  of  October: 

October  4 and  5,  in  Philadelphia  53  buildings  were 
destroyed,  together  with  a large  quantity  of  goods,  &c. 
the  whole  estimated  at  one  million  of  dollars.  This  was 
the  largest  fire  which  had  occurrred  in  this  ciiy  since 
the  great  one  in  Dock  street  about  forty  years  ago. 

In  New  York  we  have  read  accounts  of  nine  fires 
during  the  month  which  destroyed  about  sixty  build- 
ings and  a vast  amount  of  goods,  &c.  estimated  at 
81,300,000. 

In  Mobile  there  have  been  six  fires  which  destroyed 
500  buildings  and  a large  amount  of  other  property,  es- 
timated at  81,600,000. 

In  Aiken,  South  Carolina,  ten  large  stores  have 
been  destroyed,  and  other  property,  the  whole  estimated 
at  8100,000. 

In  West  Boylston,  Massachusetts,  property  has  been 
destroyed  to  the  amount  of  850,000. 

In  Newark,  New  Jersey,  property  has  been  destroy- 
ed to  the  amount  of  $26,000;  m New  Orleans  to  the 
amount  of  $20,000,  in  Alton,  Illinois,  $20,000;  in  Nor- 
folk, Va.  $10,000;  in  Louisviile,  Ky.  $10,000;  in  York, 
Pa.  $5,000,  the  whole  amounting  to  more  than  four 
millions  of  dollars. 

A giraffe.  The  beautiful  giraffe,  imported  from 
Africa  by  Messrs.  Welsh,  Weeks  & Co.  at  an  im- 
mense expense,  some  two  years  since,  and  which  was 
for  a time  on  exhibition  in  this  city,  died  at  Newark, 
(N.  J.)  on  Friday  last.  It  was  probably  the  effect  of  the 
cold  weather  which  caused  the  animal’s  death. 

Kidnapping.  Three  fellows  have  been  brought 
up  at  the  Louisville  police  court,  for  stealing  a mulatto 
irl  belonging  to  colonel  Johnson,  and  carrying  her  to 
ndiana. 

Mammoth.  The  St.  Louis  Gazette  of  the  10th  inst. 
says:  that  a Mr.  Cock,  residing  22  miles  southwest  of 
that  city,  is  raising  the  largest  mammoth  bones  ever 
seen  in  the  western  country.  From  the  extremity  of 
one  tusk  to  that  of  the  other  is  supposed  to  measure  15 
feet. 

Morus  multicaulis.  Iu  Batavia,  16,000  trees  have 
been  sold  at  fifty  to  seventy-five  cents  per  tree.  In 
Virginia  they  have  been  sold  as  low  as  three  or  four 
cents  per  tree. 

The  market  for  this  article  seems  to  be  more  fluctu- 
ating and  uncertain  than  that  of  any  other  product  we 
snow  of.  Nor  can  this  uncertainty  be  owing  either  to 
the  suspension  or  the  stoppage  of  the  opium  trade;  for  it 
existed  before  eiiher  of  them.  What’s  the  cause  of  it? 
Can  any  one  tell?  At  Burlington,  N.  J.  the  other  day, 
10,000  trees  were  sold,  some  at  7 1-2  cents,  and  others 
at  11  1-2.  About  the  same  time  at  York,  Pennsylva- 
nia, between  5,000  and  8,000  trees  were  sold  at  2 cents 
per  tree — quite  a difference.  [Sun. 

Naval.  The  United  States  sloop  of  war  Levant, 
which  sailed  from  Pensacola  on  a cruise,  returned  to 
that  city  on  the  2d  inst.  the  yellow  fever  having  broken 
out  among  the  crow.  The  schooner  Pelican,  from  Al- 
takapas  bound  to  Norfolk,  was  towed  into  Pensacola 
leaky,  and  all  hands  sick. 

Onions.  Onions  have  been  raised  this  year  in  Illi- 
nois, yielding  six  hundred  and  sixry  bushels  to  the  acre. 

Pork.  The  Cincinnati  Post  of  the  7th  inst.  states 
that  hogs,  in  numbers,  are  selling  at  Peoria  and  other 
places  in  Illinois,  at  two  dollars  and  a half  the  hundred. 
The  Sangamo  Journal  of  the  1st  inst.  says:  “No  pork 
buyers  yet.’’ 

Large  droves  of  hogs  have  been  driven  from  Ken- 
tucky into  Indiana,  the  present  season,  lor  the  purpose 
of  being  fattened — owing  to  the  drought,  and  conse- 
quent short  corn  crop  in  the  first  named  state. 

Post  office  burned.  It  is  stated  that  the  post  office  at 
Harrodsburg,  Kentucky,  was  burned  on  the  1st  inst. 
with  all  its  contents,  as  were  also  the  store  of  Mr.  Jef- 
frie, the  tailor’s  shops  of  Mr.  Lewis  and  Mr.  Garnet, 
and  Mr.  Figg’s  hatter’s  shop.  Mr.  Jeffrie’s  goods  were 
saved. 


Precious  metals.  It  is  computed  that  at  least  fifty 
thousand  pounds  sterling  worth  of  gold  and  silver  are 
annually  employed  at  Birmingham,  England,  for  gild- 
ing and  plating,  and  therefore  forever  lost  to  the  world 
as  bullion. 

Pensacola.  By  the  schooner  Bolin  a,  arrived  yester- 
day from  Pensacola,  we  learn  that  sickness  prevails 
there  to  an  alarming  extent. 

_ A romance,  the  scene  of  which  is  laid  in  the  state  of 
New  York,  will  shortly  appear.  It  is  from  the  pen  of 
Charles  F.  Hoffman,  esq.  author  of  “Wild  Scenes  in 
Forests  and  Prairie,’’  a work  which  has  elicited  strong 
commendation  from  transatlantic  critics. 

Resumption.  We  learn  from  the  Cincinnati  Gazette 
that  the  Ohio  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  company  of 
that  city  resumed  specie  payments  on  the  6th  instant. 
Under  the  law  of  Ohio,  if  any  hank  suspends  specie 
payments  more  than  thirty  days,  its  charter  becomes 
forfeited. 

The  Ohio  Statesman  thinks  that  the  banks  of  that 
state  which  have  stopped,  will  resume  specie  payments 
within  the  30  days  required  by  the  law,  rather  than  allow 
their  affairs  to  go  into  the  hands  of  commissioners. 

Bank  of  Illinois  at  Shawneetown.  The  Shawneetown 
Voice  and  Journal,  of  the  2G;h  ult.  says:  At  a meeting 
of  the  directors  of  this  institution,  on  Wednesday  last, 
it  was  determined  not  to  suspend  specie  payments. 

Specie.  We  understand  that  a draft  on  one  of  the 
New  York  banks  was  sold  in  this  city  a short  time 
since,  at  a premium.  Specie  was  demanded,  and  the 
bank  refused  it.  suffering  the  draft  to  be  protested.  On 
informing  the  bank  in  Ohio  which  had  drawn  the  draft, 
its  officers  stated  that  they  had  in  the  bank  that  thus 
refused  the  payment,  an  amount  of  money  more  than 
fen  times  as  great  as  the  draft.  But  specie  was  de- 
manded. [Phila.  U.  S.  Gaz. 

Siamese  twins.  The  New  York  Gazette  states  that 
the  Siamese  twins  have  purchased  a farm  in  North 
Carolina,  and  have  gone  to  farming. 

Sea  serpent.  Captain  Sawyer,  of  the  schooner  Al- 
fred, at  Newburyport,  states  that  off  Boon  island,  on 
the  2d  instant,  he  saw  the  sea  serpent — head  ten  feet 
above  water — supposing  it  to  be  a boat,  he  called  all 
hands;  when  near  the  vessel  it  sunk  under  water. 

The  south.  The  afflictions  of  the  south  and  south- 
west have,  during  the  past  summer,  exceeded  those  of 
any  other  season  within  our  remembrance.  The  north 
has  had  to  struggle  against  financial  difficulties,  the 
scarcity  of  money,  and  the  consequent  paralysis  of  com- 
mercial operations.  The  south  has  labored  under  the 
same  calamity7  to  an  augmented  extent,  and  has,  in  ad- 
dition, been  fearfully  visitied  by  desolating  epidemics. 
Both  have  suffered  from  the  fiendish  spirit  of  incendia- 
rism. But  in  the  south  the  havoc  by  fire  has  been 
greater,  and  the  loss,  from  obvious  reasons,  more  irre- 
parable. The  band  of  an  inscrutable  Providence  has 
weighed  heavily  upon  us.  We  are  literally  bent  and 
bowed  down  beneath  the  pressure  of  misfortune.  The 
future  annalist  will  record  the  summer  and  fall  of  1839 
as  the  most  fruitful  in  wide-spread  suffering  of  any  per- 
haps ever  felt  in  the  southern  country.  [N.  O.  Bee. 

Travelling.  An  aged  lady  went  down  to  York  by 
railway  the  other  day,  and  could  scarcely  believe  her 
eyes  wffien  she  found  herself  so  suddenly  transported 
under  the  wails  of  the  ancient  city.  When  we  asked 
what  she  had  seen  on  her  route,  she  answered,  “All 
that  I had  time  to  see  was  a haystack  flying  past .’’ 

- [Hull  paper. 

Tennessee  legislature.  The  present  Tennessee  house 
of  representatives  is  composed  of  forly-six  farmers — • 
thirteen  lawyers — seven  merchants — five  doctors — two 
tailors — one  silversmith  and  one  forgeman. 

A proposition  to  instruct  the  state  bank  of  Tennessee 
and  its  branches  to  resume  specie  payments  forthwith, 
was  rejected  in  the  senate  of  that  state  on  the  29th  ult. 
by  a vote  of  9 to  14. 

Tea.  It  is  stated  that  the  shipments  ofteasin  May 
from  Canton  for  Great  Britain  and  her  colonies,  was 
90,000  chests;  the  whole  for  1839  was  40  millions  of 
pounds.  Also,  116,000  chests  to  the  United  States. 

Texas.  The  congress  of  Texas  have  passed  a law 
granting  2,982  acres  of  good  land  to  every  woman, who 
will  marry  during  the  present  year,  a citizen  of  that  re- 
public, tvho  was  such  at  the  time  of  the  declaration  of 
their  independance. 

Voting  and  fighting.  "The  people  of  the  U.  States — 
May  they  ever  remember,  that  to  preserve  their  liber- 
ties, they  must  do  their  own  voting  and  their  own  fight- 
ing.’’ [Wm.  H.  Harrison. 

Mr.  Webster,  with  his  family,  left  London  for  the  con- 
tinent, about  the  10th  of  October.  Flis  excursion  must 
be  short,  as  he  had  taken  his  passage  for  New  York, 
in  the  Liverpool,  which  sails  on  the  19th  instant.  At 
the  last  dates  from  him  he  was  in  Geneva. 

Weather.  The  weather  at  Montreal  was  exceedingly 
cold  all  the  last  week,  and  snow  began  to  fall  plentifully 
about  six  o’clock,  Thursday  morning,  continuing  till 
about  ten,  when  it  considerably  abated, 

A snow  storm  occurred  at  Buffalo  on  the  27th  of 
September.  The  snow  fell  on  the  highlands  te  the 
depth  of  six  or  eight  inches. 

Woul.  The  wool  raised  in  Vermont  during  the  pre- 
sent year,  is  estimated  to  be  worth  three  millions  of 
dollars. 
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ftS*  From  the  position  in  which  the  editors  of  the 
Globe , in  their  leading  editorial  of  Wednesday  last, 
have  placed  the  extract  from  our  last  Register , it  might 
be  implied,  that  we  had  endorsed  the  suggestions  of  the 
Messrs.  Barings,  Brothers  & Co.  by  placing  their 
letter  under  the  caption  of  “important  suggestion,”  and 
calling  attention  to  it,  as  coming  from  persons  who, 
from  their  position  as  leading  foreign  capitalists,  were 
entitled  to  consideration.  Not  so!  We  meant  exactly 
what  we  said;  that  the  suggestions  made  in  the  letter 
were  “important,”  and  furnished  “useful  hints,  of  which 
our  statesmen  and  capitalists  might  avail.”  If  called 
upon  to  endorse  either  of  their  “suggestions’’  on  the  in- 
stant, we  should  select  the  alternative,  in  preference  to 
the  proposition  contained  in  the  letter  of  the  Messrs. 
Barings;  and  it  was  from  the  consideration  of  that  al- 
ternative, no  less  than,  of  the  project,  from  which  we 
conceived  “useful  hints”  were  to  be  derived  by  Ameri- 
cans. We  protest,  absolutely,  against  the  association 
in  which  the  Globe  has  apparently  placed  us,  with  the 
project  for  a national  debt  of  three  hundred  millions! 
The  Lord  preserve  us  from  that  and  all  other  wild 
“experiments.”  We  are  not  of  the  school  that  consi- 
ders “a  national  debt  a national  blessing’’ — and  we  beg 
the  Globe  to  do  us  the  justice  to  correct  the  erroneous 
impression,  which  alone  could  have  induced  their  pub- 
lication of  the  20th  inst. 


Col.  Joseph  M.  White.  The  Tallahassee  Flo- 
ridian of  the  9th  inst.  is  in  mourning  on  announc- 
ing the  death  of  the  lamented  Joseph  M.  White, 
esq.  which  took  place  on  the"  19th  October  at  the 
residence  of  his  brother,  Dr.  T.  White,  of  St.  Louis. 
The  Floridian  says  of  col.  White:  “The  high  or- 

der of  talents  and  attainments  of  col.  White  displayed 
in  congress  and  in  the  supreme  court  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  and  as  a writer  upon  the  Spanish  and  civil 
law,  was  admitted  by  opponents  as  well  as  friends. 
In  Florida  he  was  a favorite  with  the  people.  No 
differences  of  opinion  on  national  politics,  or  the 
continued  assaults  of  political  antagonists  for  years 

could  wean  or  alienate  the  attachment  of  his  devot- 
ed friends  here  from  him.  He  was  chosen  five 
successive  terms  as  delegate  to  congress,  by  flatter- 
ing votes  against  various  candidates;  and  on  the  or- 
ganization of  a state  would  doubtless  have  been 
selected  as  one  of  her  first  senators.  He  started  in 
life  poor — and  his  talents  and  industry  caused  him 
to  attain  a high  eminence.  He  was  perhaps  as  well 
known  and  as  generally  respected  in  Europe  as  any 
public  man  in  this  country.  In  private  life  he  was  a 
generous  and  high  toned  gentleman.  To  his  political 
friends  he  was  faithful  and  devoted,  and  his  loss  will 
be  deplored  by  many  here  and  elsewhere.  He  was 
a warm  advocate  and  promoter  of  schemes  of  inter- 
nal  improvement,  and  had  the  welfare  of  Florida 
deeply  at  heart.  The  health  of  his  accomplished 
lady  compeled  him  for  some  years  past  to  be  much 
absent  from  the  territory,  but  he  contemplated  re- 
turning here  and  making  his  permanent  abode  at  his 
beautiful  residence  in  Jefferson  (Cassa  Bianca)  in 
the  spring.”  ' 

Vol.  VII. — Sig.  13. 


FOREIGN  AFFAIRS. 

The  New  Yorkers  have  for  the  last  week  been 
anxiously  looking  for  the  steamer  British  Queen. — 
Her  regular  day  of  departure  from  England,  was 
the  1st  of  November — some  conjecture  that  she 
may  have  waited  for  the  arrival  of  the  Liverpool, 
which  left  New  York  on  the  19th  ult.  Our  latest 
English  dates  are  to  the  21st  October,  brought  by 
the  packet  ship  Oxford,  Rathbone,  arrived  at  New 
York — which  ship  had  made  the  trip  out  and  back 
in  fifty-three  days. 

The  complexion  of  affairs  had  not  varied  from 
our  previous  accounts  which  were  to  the  17th. — 
Specie  continued  to  diminish  in  the  vaults  of  the 
Bank  of  England. 

Mr.  Stevenson,  the  American  minister,  and 
his  lady  were  on  a visit  to  the  earl  of  Fitzwilliam 
at  his  seat  in  Yorkshire. 

Quarterly  average  of  the  weekly  liabilities  and 
assets  of  the  Bank  of  England  from  the  23d  July 
to  the  15th  Oct.  1839,  both  inclusive,  published 
pursuant  to  the  nets  3 and  4,  William  IV,  cap.  98. 

Liabililies.  -Assets. 

Circulation  £17,612,000  Securities  £24,939,000 
Deposites  6,734,000  Bullion  2,525,000 

£24,346,000  £27,464,000 

Downing  street,  Oct.  18,  1839. 

This  return  is  more  unsatisfactory  than  any 
which  has  preceded  it.  The  bullion  continues  to  flow 
out  of  the  bank’s  coffers,  which  cannot  now  contain 
more  than  two  millions  sterling.  The  return  shows 
a reduction  in  the  circulation  of  £348,000,  in 
the  deposites  of  £1,047,000;  in  the  securities  of 
£997,000,  and  in  the  bullion  of  £291,000. 

HAYTI. 

Letters  from  Hayti  speak  of  new  tyrannical  acts 
on  the  part  of  the  president,  Boyer,  who  is  taking 
the  “responsibility”  with  a vengeance.  The  recent 
difficulties  have  arisen  from  a dispute  between  the 
president  and  the  house  as  to  the  formation  of  the 
senate.  Boyer  insisted  upon  unconstitutionally 
and  violently  putting  into  the  senate  his  own  crea- 
tures, and  the  republican  members  of  the  house  per- 
sisting in  maintaining  the  constitutional  forms. — 
Boyer  called  out  his  troops,  abused  the  national 
guard,  roamed  over  the  whole  town  like  a mad  man, 
and  placed  a force  at  the  door  of  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives, forbidding  the  entrance  of  such  as 
would  not  yield  to  him.  The  orders  were,  to  let  in 
but  one  more  than  half  the  members,  and  to  be  care- 
ful not  to  let  the  leading  men  get  in.  This  violence 
had  its  effect  and  the  house  yielded,  and  five  of  the 
leading  opposing  members  were  expelled.  A procla- 
mation was  issued,  forbidding  people  to  talk  about 
what  was  passing.  Attempts  of  assassination  were 
made  on  the  persons  of  two  of  the  members  that  had 
been  so  unconstitutionally  expelled.  [N.  Y.  Exp. 

TEXAS. 

By  the  steamer  Columbia,  the  editors  of  the  New 
Orleans  Bulletin  have  received  dates  to  the  8th  inst. 
from  Galveston,  and  to  the  4th  from  Houston.  The 
yellow  fever  had  committed  frightful  ravages  in  the 
towns  above  mentioned;  in  consequence,  many  of 
the  citizens  had  fled  into  the  country.  The  shipping 
at  Galveston  experienced  serious  injury,  from  a 
heavy  gale  of  wind  that  occurred  the  5th  inst.  The 
storm  lasted  during  three  days.  Its  violence  was  so 
great  as  to  drive  ashore  all  the  vessels  in  port,  in- 
cluding three  steamboats.  Emigrants  were  pouring 
into  Texas  in  large  numbers.  Arrivals  at  Galves- 
ton, from  New  York,  recently,  had  brought  upwards 
of  one  hundred  families  of  German  settlers,  who  in- 
tend to  locate  in  a colony  somewhere  in  the  upper 
country.  A still  larger  emigration  is  expected  from 
England  the  ensuing  winter  and  spring.  A dinner 
was  given  to  president  Lamar  on  his  arrival  at  Aus- 
tin, the  new  seat  of  government.  His  reception 
there  is  spoken  of  as  quite  flattering.  A new  town 
has  recently  been  laid  out  on  Arkansas  bay,  called 
Preston.  The  Texas  Sentinel  is  the  title  of  a new 
paper,  to  be  established  at  Austin.  No  Indian  dis- 
turbances had  occurred  for  a considerable  length  of 
time.  A company  of  men  were  recently  despatch- 
ed from  Galveston  to  Austin,  to  be  stationed  at  some 
remote  outposts  on  the  Indian  border;  and  measures 
were  in  progress  to  secure  an  adequate  defence  for 
all  the  exposed  points  on  the  frontier. 

We  copy  from  the  Houston  Telepraph  the  follow- 
ing intelligence,  which  may  be  considered  of  some 
moment: 


Interesting  from,  the  west.  By  a gentleman  who 
left  the  camp  of  the  federal  forces,  thirty  miles  be- 
yond the  Nueces  river,  about  the  26th  instant,  we 
learn  that  Canales,  the  commander  of  the  Mexican 
federalists  now  in  the  field,  has  concentrated  thirteen 
hundred  of  his  followers,  and  was  to  move  the  next 
day  for  the  Rio  Grande.  Captain  Ross,  who  re- 
cruited a company  of  some  eighty  men  in  this  city  a 
few  weeks  since  and  which  was  designed  for  the 
protection  of  the  Nueces  frontier,  and  the  suppres- 
sion of  the  driving  of  cattle  and  horses  from  beyond 
that  river,  which  for  some  time  hag  been  carried  on, 
had  also  joined  Canales,  with  about  four  hundred 
Americans.  Added  to  this  number,  were  about  one 
hundred  Indians,  belonging  to  a tribe  living  on  the 
Rio  Grande,  near  the  village  of  Mier,  and  who  . are 
said  to  be  a race  of  savages,  and  considerably  skilled 
in  the  science  of  Mexican  warfare.  According  to 
this,  Canales  had  under  his  command  eighteen  Hun- 
dred men — civilized,  half  civilized  and  savage — all 
pretty  well  armed,  with  considerable  ammunition. 
There  were,  however,  no  cannon. 

Out  informant  says  the  greatest  enthusiasm  and 
harmony  prevailed  throughout  this  heterogeneous 
band,  and  that  a perfect  confidence  of  success  in 
their  desperate  adventure  for  the  reduction  of  the 
whole  Rio  Grande  country  to  the  standard  of  fede- 
ralism, seemed  to  be  impressed  upon  the  mind  of 
every  one.  The  first  point  of  attack  was  to  be  the 
village  of  Mier  where  were  some  two  hundred  cen- 
tralist troops;  thence  down  to  Matamoras.  All  the 
different  places  where  were  stationed  government 
troops,  or  which  adhered  to  the  central  cause,  would 
probably  be  laid  under  contribution.  If  they  do 
not  receive  a repulse  in  their  first  engagement,  and 
succeed  in  putting  to  route  the  government  troops, 
we  may  expect  soon  to  hear  of  piping  times  among 
the  centralists  in  this  part  of  Mexico.  The  federa- 
lists now  under  Canales,  are  the  same  who  but  a 
short  time  since  were  driven  from  the  other  side  of 
the  Rio  Grande  by  Canaliza,  the  commandant  of  the 
central  forces  in  this  part  of  Mexico,  and  took  re- 
fuge in  squads  this  side,  not  having  been  sufficient- 
ly supplied  with  arms  and  ammunition  to  hazard  a 
battle;  they  therefore  have  a fearful  account  to  set- 
tle with  their  opponents.  And  now  that  they  have 
the  co-operation  of  a few  Americans,  they  believe 
themselves  perfectly  invincible  and  are  likely  to  be 
successful  even  against  great  odds. 


England,  Ireland,  Scotland,  Germany,  France 
and  Holland,  all  contributed  to  our  original  stock  of 
settlers;  and  their  descendants,  of  course,  have  pre- 
served more  or  less  of  the  peculiarities  belonging  to 
each  country.  So  far  from  deeming  this  a misfor- 
tune, we  consider  it  an  advantage  of  no  ordinary 
kind.  The  elements  are  all  of  the  best — drawn  from, 
those  nations  of  Europe  which  have  exhibited  the. 
noblest  specimens  of  the  human  race  in  modern, 
times,  and  all  distinguished  for  the  manlier  virtues. 
When  the  heterogeneous  substances  which  consti- 
tute the  great  national  body  shall  become  fairly  set- 
tled and  blended  into  consistency,  it  will,  doubtless, 
be  seen  that  there  has  been  a mutual  giving  and  re- 
ceiving of  the  several  peculiarities  of  each,  and  that 
the  whole  is  the  better  for  it.  The  facilities  of  in- 
tercommunication, now  becoming  so  great,  will  has- 
ten the  process  of  fusing  and  blending  all  elements 
together,  and  will  prevent  individual  sections  from 
cherishing  to  exclusion  their  peculiar  or  hereditary 
prejudices.  The  descendants  of  the  puritan  will 
mingle  with  the  sons  of  the  cavaliers;  and  the  hot 
spirit  of  the  south  becomes  tempered  by  the  cooled 
genius  of  New  England.  The  steady  gravity  and 
unyielding  firmness  of  the  German,  harmonizing 
with  the  ardent  and  warm-hearted  temperament  of 
the  Irishman,  will  constitute  the  equilibrium  of  a 
noble  character.  The  west,  genergnaand  chivalrie 
even  in  its  excess,  will  impart  energy  and  a light 
spirit  to  every  combination  which,  jt  animates.  In 
truth,  among  the  many  intuiting  phenomena  which 
the  state  o(  society  presents  in  this  country,  the 
mingling  of  races,  this  interfusion  of  blood,  this  amal- 
gamation ol  national  characteristics,  is  not  the  least 
worthy  of  consideration.  It  would  seem  as  though 
the  antiquated  sobrieties  of  the  old  world,  having  in, 
dividually  exhausted  theiE  capability  and  their  ener- 
gy, the  human  race  was  about  to  start  afresh,  with 
new  combinations  of  elements,  from  which  springs 
ap  untried  principle  of  vitality.  [ Richmond  Com"n. 
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The  chevalier  de  Martuscelli,  consul  general  of 
the  Two  Sicilies,  has  been  officially  recognised,  and 
was,  on  Wednesday  morning,  presented  to  the  pre- 
sident by  the  acting  secretary  of  state.  [Globe. 

Appointments  by  the  president.  Charles  Wes- 
ton, of  Iowa  territory,  to  be  attorney  of  the  United 
States  in  and  for  the  said  territory,  in  the  place  of 
Isaac  Van  Allen,  deceased. 

Henry  Naylor  to  be  justice  of  the  peace  in  the 
county  ot  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
in  the  place  of  George  Naylor,  deceased. 

Congress.  The  first  session  of  the  26th  con- 
gress will  commence  on  Monday,  the  2d  of  De- 
cember. The  Washington  papers  already  announce 
the  arrival  of  members  to  take  their  seats.  Amongst 
them  we  notice  the  names  of  Mr.  Henry,  of  Penn- 
sylvania; Mr.  Trumbull  and  Mr.  Storrs,  of  Con- 
necticut; and  Mr.  Peck,  of  New  York. 

The  National  Intelligencer  of  Thursday  says: 
“It  is  hardly  probable,  we  think,  that  the  represen- 
tatives from  Mississippi  or  Missouri,  whoever  may 
have  succeeded  in  the  two  elections,  will  be  able  to 
arrive  here  in  time  to  be  present  at  the  opening  of 
the  session. 

The  last  accounts  from  Michigan  left  Mr.  Crary, 
their  representative,  recovering  from  illness,  but 
not  yet  sufficiently  to  enable  him  to  leave  home. 

Charles  Fenton  Mercer.  This  distinguished  mem- 
ber of  congress  from  Virginia,  we  saw  it  stated  a 
few  days  since,  has  received  the  appointment  from 
the  stockholders  of  the  cashiership  of  the  Union 
bank  of  Florida.  We  learn,  from  the  Alexandria 
Gazette,  that  he  will  accept  the  appointment.  The 
Gazette  says:  “He  has  not  felt  himself  at  liberty  to 
decline  an  offer  which  is  personally  so  advanta- 
geous.” Mr.  M.  will  shortly  address,  through  the 
columns  of  this  paper,  his  constituents,  he  says, 
“to  whom  no  public  servant  ever  was  more  indebt- 
ed.” Mr.  M’s.  departure  for  Florida  is  desired  by 
the  stockholders  of  the  institution  to  which  he  bas 
been  appointed — but,  we  presume,  he  will  remain 
long  enough  to  take  his  seat  at  the  opening  of  con- 
gress, and  vote  for  speaker,  clerk,  &c.  &c.”  We 
also  observe  in  the  Gazette  that  Williarp  M. 
McCarty,  esq.  of  Fairfax  county,  is  recommended 
as  the  whig  candidate  to  succeed  Mr.  Mercer. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  American  lyceum, 
held  in  New  York  in  May  last,  it  was  resolved  that 
it  is  expedient  to  hold  a national  convention  for  one 
week  in  the  Hall  of  Independence  at  Philadelphia, 
beginning  on  the  22d  of  November,  1839,  for  the 
purpose  of  discussing  the  various  topics  connected 
with  elementary  education  in  the  United  States. 

At  a meeting  held  in  Frederick  county,  last  week, 
of  persons  favorable  to  the  objects  embraced  in  the 
contemplatedjconvention  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia, 
on  the  subject  of  education,  a committee  was  ap- 
pointed with  instructions  to  request  the  governor  of 
Maryland  to  appoint  delegates  to  the  convention. — 
The  following  is  the  governor’s  reply  to  the  com- 
munication of  the  chairman  of  the  committee: 

Annapolis,  Nov.  15,  1839. 

Sir:  On  my  return  from  the  Eastern  Shore,  I 
received  your  letter,  with  a copy  of  the  resolutions 
adopted  by  the  citizens  of  Frederick  in  relation  to 
the  national  convention,  proposed  to  be  held  in  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  “for  the  purpose  of  discussing 
the  various  topics  connected  with  the  subject  of  ele- 
mentary education. 

In  the  second  resolution  “the  governor  of  this  state 
is  requested  to  nominate  delegates  to  attend  said 
convention,  in  conformity  with  the  solicitation  of 
the  committee  of  the  lyceum,  for  that  purpose  ap- 
pointed.” 

With  the  sincerest  respect  for  the  citizens  of  Fre- 
derick, and  for  the  object  of  their  meeting,  I am  un- 
der the  necess^  of  declining  to  comply  with  their 
request  because  it  would  be  an  improper  assumption 
of  authority  on  my  part  to  nominate  delegates  to 
such  a convention.  I am  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant,  Wm.  Grason. 

To  T.  M.  Coale,  esq.  fyc. 

Anew  use  for  the  morus  multicaulis. — The  New 
Orleans  Bulletin  announces  the  following  discove- 
ry. 

Morus  multicaulis  and  coco. — Every  day  almost 
discloses  new  and  important  uses  to  which  the  mo- 
rus multicaulis  is  adapted.  If  all  the  discoveries 
respecting  the  utility  of  its  various  adaptations  be 
true,  the  cultivation  of  the  plant  might  be  carried 
on  to  considerable  profit,  without  any  reference  to 
the  production  of  silk.  At  least  this  might  be  done 
in  some  districts  ot  Louisiana,  if  any  confidence 
may  be  placed  in  the  results  of  an  experiment  made 
by  a gentleman  in  this  city.  Last  March  he  plant- 
ed a square  of  his  garden,  covering  near  one-quar- 
ter of  an  acre,  with  the  morus  multicaulis.  The 
soil  being  rich  and  the  season  favorable,  the  plants 
have  flourished  and  covered  the  ground  with  a lux- 


uriant crop  of  trees,  from  live  to  ten  feet  high.  In 
frequently  observing  them,  the  notice  of  the  pro- 
prietor was  arrested  by  a fact  somewhat  remarkable. 
The  whole  garden  includes  an  area  of  about  two 
acres,  one-fourth  of  which  only  is  planted  with  the 
mulberry — the  residue  with  a variety  of  vegetables 
and  shrubs.  Among  other  herbs  that  flouristied  on 
the  premises,  was  the  noted  coco  grass,  so  hateful 
to  the  planters.  It  had  invaded  the  grounds  seveial 
years  previously,  and  had  become  firmly  established 
beyond  the  hope  of  extirpation. 

Hitherto,  its  wild  luxuriant  growth  had  over-run 
eveiy  spot  in  the  garden.  But  now  there  was  a 
space  in  which  it  no  longer  made  its  appearance.— 
That  was  the  ground  on  which  the  morus  multicau- 
lis was  growing.  In  every  other  section  of  the  gar- 
den the  coco  was  springing  up  in  rich  crops.  It 
grew  also  in  the  wide  walks  which  separated  the 
beds  where  the  mulberry  was  planted.  But  where- 
ver the  ground  wa3  shaded  by  the  leaves  of  the 
multicaulis,  not  a sprig  of  the  hateful  grass  could 
be  seen.  The  fact  immediately  suggested  the  idea 
that  the  morus  multicaulis  was  an  enemy  to  the 
coco,  and  might  be  successfully  used  as  the  means 
of  extirpating  that  plague  of  the  Louisiana  soil. — 
The  importance  of  the  subject  has  induced  the  gen- 
tleman to  test  the  theory  by  strict  observation  and 
actual  experiment.  As  yet  the  trial  would  scarcely 
justify  a final  conclusion;  but  there  is  certainly  evi- 
dence to  show  that  the  noxious  grass  will  not  grow 
with  the  morus  multicaulis.  Whether  it  can  be 
wholly  extirpated  in  this  way,  is  a question  only  to 
be  settled  by  years  of  experiment.  Enough  how- 
ever is  disclosed  to  encourage  the  hope  that  fur- 
ther inquiries  and  investigations  may  lead  to  the 
discovery  of  a sovereign  antidote  to  the  coco.  Any 
person  who  wishes  to  be  satisfied  of  the  truth  of  the 
facts  above  stated,  may  be  gratified  by  calling  at  the 
premises  of  Mr.  A.  Pickard,  2d  municipality,  on 
Common  street,  No.  287.  To  him  is  due  the  credit 
of  making  the  discovery,  which  promises  such  im- 
portant results  to  the  agriculture  of  the  state. 

The  Piclou  coal  mines.  The  Pictou  Observer  of 
the  22d  ult.  gives  the  following  account  of  the  fire 
which  broke  out  a few  days  previous  at  the  Albion 
coal  mines: 

We  have  this  week  to  record  the  occurrence  of  a 
disastrous  fire  at  the  Alton  colleries,  which,  though 
not  as  destructive  as  was  at  first  apprehended,  will 
very  materially  retard  the  working  of  the  old  pits. — 
Happening  at  all,  however,  we  are  most  happy  to 
state,  that  such  a disaster  could  not  possibly  occur  at 
a time  when  it  would  be  attended  with  less  injurious 
effects  to  the  operations  of  the  enterprising  compa- 
ny whose  capital  is  so  largely  embarked  inthe  under- 
taking. The  extensive  and  beautiful  range  of  new 
works  is  so  nearly  completed  that  a few  days  would 
suffice  to  open  a greater  range  of  boards  than  the 
whole  of  the  old  pits  contained,  and  beside  being 
capable  of  much  greater  extension,  are  provided 
with  such  admirable  machinery  for  underground 
operations  that  no  possible  deficiency  could  occur 
in  the  supply,  even  if  the  old  pits  had  to  be  aban- 
doned altogether. 

The  fire  originated,  we  believe  from  one  of  the 
blasts  or  shots  by  means  of  which  the  wrought  coal 
is  disengaged  from  the  original  mass.  Though  in- 
stantly discovered,  the  flames  spread  with  such 
amazing  rapidity  as  to  overcome  every  effort  to  sub- 
due them,  and  by  7 o’clock,  P.  M.  presented  a spec- 
tacle of  awful  grandeur — affording,  as  the  fire  bust, 
in  dense  columns,  with  occasional  explosions  and 
discharges  of  burning  cinders,  from  the  various 
shafts,  a striking  representation  of  a volcanic 
eruption.  Although  the  high  grounds  intervening 
in  the  line  of  vision  between  the  mines  and  town 
intercepted  the  view,  so  high  did  the  flames  shoot, 
and  so  vivid  was  the  reflection  from  the  clouds,  that 
the  nature  and  locality  of  the  conflagration  was 
readily  recognized  before  any  certain  intimation 
was  received.  About  11  o’clock  an  express  arrived 
confirming  the  worst  apprehensions  and  soliciting 
the  aid  of  the  Pictou  fire  companies.  The  ringing 
of  the  fire  bell  at  that  still  hour  awoke  many  to  a 
sense  of  nearer  danger,  and  when  the  call  for  assist- 
ance was  made  known,  it  was  at  once  responded 
to  in  a spirit  strongly  indicative  of  the  deep  interest 
with  which  the  operations  of  the  company  are  re- 
garded in  this  place.  The  fire  engine  and  axe 
and  ladder  companies,  with  the  fire  wardens  and 
other  volunteers,  left  as  soon  as  possible  in  the  Gape 
Breton,  and  on  arriving  at  the  mines  applied  them- 
selves to  their  respective  duties,  with  an  earnest- 
ness and  alacrity  beyond  all  praise.  On  our  arrival 
there,  about  noon  next  day,  we  found  them  still 
prosecuting  their  exertions  with  a determination 
apparently  indomitable.  We  would  that  this  tribute 
to  them  were  applied  alike  to  all  others;  for  we  re- 
gret to  say  that  an  apathy  and  indifference  both 
disgraceful  and  culpable  were  manifested  by  some 
whose  interests  were  more  immediately  involved. 


For  such  no  censure  or  deprecation  can  be  too  se- 
vere. Of  course  we  do  not  mean  to  apply  this  to 
any  of  the  gentlemen  connected  with  the  manage- 
ment of  the  works,  who  did  every  thing  that  could 
be  done.  The  fire  companies  returned  home  with 
their  engine  about  4 P.  M.  the  destructive  element 
having,  by  that  time,  been  mastered  in  all  the 
shafts  (which  were  immediately  filled  with  moist 
earth)  with  the  exception  of  two,  one  in  the  ex- 
treme rear  and  the  other  in  the  front  of  the  old 
works.  It  was  deemed  prudent  to  leave  the  latter 
open,  lest  the  lives  of  those  engaged  in  opening  the, 
water  communication  with  the  river  should  be  pe- 
riled by  shutting  the  works  entirely  up.  The  river 
being  introduced  in  course  of  the  night,  the  fire  was 
gradually  overcome  under  ground,  and  the  great 
banks  of  coal  which  had  ignited  on  the  surface,  and 
which  the  utmost  exertions  of  the  former  day  could 
not  thoroughly  extinguish,  were  speedily  cut  across 
to  prevent  further  communication — the  burning  ma- 
terials being  carried  away.  The  engine  which  re- 
turned next  day  was  successfully  employed  in  play- 
ing on  the  remaining  shafts,  and  ultimately  succeed- 
ed in  extinguishing  those  also.  At  our  last  accounts 
all  apprehensions  of  any  further  aggravation  of  the 
calamity  were  over,  we  trust  the  damage  sustained 
will  be  speedily  repaired.  A very  considerable 
number  of  horses  were  destroyed  in  the  pits;  but  as 
many  were  turned  loose  immediately  on  being 
brought  up,  the  exact  number  is  not  ascertained. — 
Thirty  is  considered  a probable  estimate,  though 
we  hear  a few  more  are  missing.  There  were  no 
houses  or  other  property,  except  the  coals  above 
alluded  to,  destroyed  above  ground,  by  the  fire  or 
the  attendant  explosions;  neither,  we  rejoice  to  say, 
was  there  a single  human  life  lost,  nor  did  any  se- 
rious accident  occur  amidst  all  the  turmoil  of  such 
a scene.  One  small  house  near  the  shaft  from 
which  the  fire  first  issued,  was  pulled  down  by  the 
fire  company,  and  not  destroyed  by  the  concussion 
as  reported. 

No  perfect  estimate  can  at  present  be  formed  of 
the  total  loss  occasioned  by  this  unfortunate  ca- 
lamity; but  as  very  exaggerated  statements  have  been 
circulated,  we  deem  it  our  duty  to  repeat,  that  no 
material  delay  or  deficiency  in  the  supply  of  coal 
will  result;  on  the  contrary  we  make  no  question 
but  every  effort  will  he  made  to  meet  a greatly  in- 
creased demand,  before  the  opening  of  the  next 
spring;  and  that  the  company  will  go  on  flourishing 
and  prospering  as  if  no  untoward  event  had  ever 
occurred  to  impede  their  praiseworthy  operations. 


State  stocks. — The  following  is  a table  of  the 
amount  of  stocks  issued  by  the  several  states,  the 
amount  expended,  and  the  balance  not  negoeiated. — 
We  are  at  a loss  for  the  source  from  whence  the  article 
was  derived,  having  inadvertently  omitted  to  note  the 
paper  from  which  we  took  it 
AmH  issued. 


New  York, 

Pennsylvania, 

Massachusetts, 

Maine, 

Maryland, 

Virginia, 

South  Carolina, 
Georgia, 

Ohio, 

Kentucky, 

Illinois, 

Indiana, 

Tennessee, 

Alabama, 

Missouri 

Mississippi, 

Louisiana, 

Arkansas, 

Michigan, 


22,000,000 

31.040.000 

5.630.000 
820,000 

11,492,980 

6,662,089 

5,753,779 

3.000. 000 

6.101.000 

7.369.000 

11.606.000 

11.890.000 
7;  148,000 

10.800.000 

2.500.000 

7.000. 000 
23  735,000 

3j 000, 000 

5.340.000 


Expended. 

18,262,000 

27,306,000 

5.000. 000 

500.000 

8.000. 000 
6,662,000 
5,751,779 

750.000 

8.301.000 

5.000. 000 

7.000. 000 

6.500.000 

5.600.000 

7.000. 000 

1.200.000 

6.000. 000 
21,000,000 

1,000,000 

4,000,000 


On  sale. 

3.738.000 

3.734.000 

630.000 

320.000 

3.492.000 

4.000. 000 

1.753.000 

2.250.000 

800.000 

2.369.000 

4.600.000 
4,899'000 

1.548.000 

3.800.000 

1.300.000  . 

1.000. 000 

2.735.000 
2,000;000 

1.340.000 


Bank  statistics.  The  following  is  a table  of  the  af- 
fairs of  those  Philadelphia  banks  which  voted  against 
suspension  at  the  recent  meeting  on  that  question,  at 
their  last  return,  as  compared  with  that  of  May,  1837. 
Resources. 

May,  1837.  January,  1838. 

Loans.  Specie.  Loans.  Specie. 

Bank  of  Penn.  4,904,254  305,412  4,020,000  496,828 
Philad.  bank  2,234,013  167,816  2,270  618  208,584 
Commercial  b’k  1,501,914  161,295  1,544,061  81,394 
Farm.  & Mech.  1,781,402  196,121  2,132,134  163,285 
Mechanics  bank  1,786  500  32,100  1,676,240  91,800 
B’k  of  N.  Amer.  1,347,314  108,061  1,299,884  121,613 
Man.&Mech. b’k  617,214  51,161  624  627  57,465 

Western  b’k  Phil.  984,199  6,587  831,161  55,140 

B’kofN.Liberties  819,196  135,368  839,615  102,995 

Liabilities. 

Circulation.  Deposit,  delation.  Deposit. 
Bank  of  Penn.  1,051,2S1  1,862.401  882  237  1,045,828 
Philad.  bank  393.544  550,998  390,328  547,565 

397,958  259,574  393.846 

649,354  383,275  759,796 

171,700  272,850  280,230 

435,854  184,838  414,311 

159  968  171,260  202,342 

200,219  116,405  225,483 

525  047  24S.674  567,369 


Commercial  b’k  268,579 
Farm.  & Mech.  392,205 
Mechanics  bank  288,700 
B’kofN.  Amer.  292,758 
Man.&Mech.  207.120 
West’n  b’k  Phil.  182,760 
B’k  N.  Liberties  295,567 
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Summary  statement  of  the  situation  of  the  New  Orleans, 
hanks,  on  the  21  st  October,  1839. 

Banks.  Deposites.  Circulation. 

Canal  and  Banking  Co.  $10-1,224  31 
Carrollton  R.  R.  & B’k’g  Co.  75,151  78 
Citizens’  bank  of  Louisiana  1,392,831  71 
City  bank  of  New  Orleans  631,164  34 
Commercial  b’k  of  N.  Orleans  254,193  61 
Consolidated  association  244,173  61 
Exchange  and  Banking  Co.  179,276  31 
Gas  Light  and  Banking  Co. 

Improvement  & Banking  Co. 

Bank  of  Louisiana 
Louisiana  State  bank 
Mechanics’  & Traders’  bank 
Merchants’  bank 


Bank  of  Orleans 
Union  Bank  of  Louisiana 
Atchafalaya  bank 


32.786  69 
176,073  19 
237, 0S4  16 
722,872  35 

84,903  21 
223,136  99 

52.786  20 
442,070  71 

72,302  52 


284,000  00 
278,205  00 
428,460  00 
526,770  00 

239.620  00 
195,635  00 

357.620  00 
72,980  00 

146,-110  00 
292,722  50 
291,210  00 
173,475  00 
150,530  00 
134,725  00 
63S,470  00 
129,710  00 


Total  S5,4 15,231  17  4,345,533  50 


Local  ba  nk  notes. 
Canal  and  Banking  Co.  $57,070  00 
Carrollton  R.‘R.&  B’n’g  Co.  6,962  00 
Citizens’  Bank  of  Louisiana  62,335  00 
City  bank  of  New  Orleans  70,890  00 
Commercial  B'k  of  N.  Oil’s  34,095  00 
Consolidated  association  25,745  00 
Exchange  and  Banking  Co.  129,555  00 
Gas  Light  and  Banking  Co.  4,905  00 
Improvement  & Banking  Co-  12,465  00 
Bank  of  Louisiana  33,015  00 

Louisiana  State  bank  37,241  50 

Mechanics’ & Traders’ bank  24,125  00 
Merchants’  bank  204,297  76 

Bank  of  Orleans  17,456  00 

Union  Bank  of  Louisiana  32,770  00 
Atchafalaya  bank  29,775  45 


Specie. 

$120,631  80 
35,S03  53 
258,202  00 
264,000  81 
220,100  33 
203,874  81 
14,665  74 
25,055  73 
47,160  69 
411,966  58 
333,464  88 
56,037  37 
402,463  36 
44,107  S2 
234,299  10 
37,120  65 


Total  $782,702  71  $2,047,497  95 


Issue  of  the  city  banks  $ 

Deduct  notes  held  by  the  different  banks 


1,342,533  50 
732,702  71 


Actual  circulation  $3,562,830  79 

ARMY — OFFICIAL. 

General  orders,  No.  59.  Adjutant  general’s  office, 
Washington,  Nov.  11,  1S39.  The  resignations  of 
the  following  officers  have  been  accepted  by  the 
president,  to  take  effect  at  the  dates  set  opposite 
their  respective  names: 

Lieut,  col.  J.  B.  Brant,  deputy  quartermaster  ge- 
neral, Nov.  7,  1839. 

Lieut.  R.  E.  Temple,  ordnance  department,  Nov. 
15,  1839.  ' 

By  order  of  major  general  Macomb: 

R.  JONES,  adjt.  gen. 

We  learn  from  the  New  York  Commercial  Adver- 
tiser that  gen.  Scott  arrived  at  Buffalo  on  Thursday, 
last,  and  on  Friday  reviewed  the  troops  at  that  post, 
consisting  of  col.  Bankhead’s  regiment.  The  Buf- 
falo papers  speak  of  the  review  as  a brilliant  affair. 
The  Commercial  adds  that  the  presence  of  gen.  S. 
was  deemed  necessary  in  that  direction,  in  conse- 
quence of  some  recent  intelligence  received  at  the 
war  department,  and  also  in  consequence  of  late 
communications  from  Mr.  Fox,  the  British  minister. 
We  have  likewise  reason  to  believe  that  in  connex- 
ion with  these  indications,  orders  for  the  movement 
of  certain  troops  to  Florida  were  countermanded. 

Col.  Twiggs  and  adjutant  Asheton,  of  the  2d  re- 
giment U.  S.  dragoons,  arrived  at  Savannah,  via 
Charleston,  a few  days  since.  Capt.  W.  W.  Fowler, 
lieutenants  N.  B.  Lawton  and  William  Hardia,  with 
companies  A,  E and  H,  arrived  on  Thursday  in  (he 
packet  ship  Hilah,  captain  Hammond,  from  New 
York. 

Companies  G,  I and  K,  with  the  band  of  the  re- 
giment, were  soon  to  be  expected  in  the  ship  Tren- 
ton, capt.  Bennett,  from  New  York. 

Col.  Twiggs,  capt.  Fowler,  lieutenants  Lawton 
and  Hardia.  with  companies  A,  E and  H,  left  Sa- 
vannah on  Friday  afternoon,  in  the  steamer  General 
Clinch,  forGarey’s  Ferry. 

The  schooner  Napolean  which  sailed  from  New 
York  on  Wednesday,  for  Garey’s  Ferry,  Florida, 
carried  out  one  hundred  dragoons,  under  the  com- 
mand of  lieut.  Darling. 

General  Scott  passed  down  the  lake  this  morning 
on  board  the  steamboat  Buffalo. 

The  rumors  of  patriotic  movements  begun  or  con- 
templated on  the  frontier  are,  in  our  opinion,  alto- 
gether groundless.  The  lessons  of  Prescott  and 
Windsor  are  not  forgotten.  Should  the  standard  of 
revolt  be  raised  in  Canada,  by  the  people  of  these 
provinces,  with  the  least  prospect  of  maintaining  it, 
then  no  doubt  hundreds  from  this  side  would  flock 
to  it.  But  there  will  be  no  more  Quixotic  expedi- 
tions to  Canada  from  this  side  at  present. 

[ Cleveland  Herald. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  an  officer  of  the  army  to 
the  editor  of  the  New  York  Courier: 

“We  are  now  on  the  eve  of  another  Indian  war, 
likely  to  prove  more  expensive,  as  well  as  destruc 
live  to  human  life,  than  the  mismanaged  and  shame 


fully  protracted  war  of  Florida.  You  are  aware  of 
the  deadly  feud  that  existed  between  the  Ross  and 
Ridge  parties  of  Indians,  growing  out  of  the  treaty 
made  through  the  agency  of  one  Schermerliorn  with 
the  government.  The  infamy  of  this  treaty  was 
pretty  well  exposed  in  congress;  since  which  the  un- 
kind feelings  of  these  parties  towards  each  otl*er 
have  been  continually  increasing,  until  at  last  the 
death  of  Ridge  was  the  consequence.  The  govern- 
ment made  a demand  for  the  surrender  of  the  per- 
sons engaged  in  this  murder,  which  has  created  a 
very  strong  excitement  in  the  minds  of  the  Indians, 
and  this  name  has  been  fanned  so  industriously  by 
some  of  the  Seminoles  sent  from  Florida,  that  the 
greatest  apprehensions  are  entertained  lest  hostilities 
should  he  commenced  and  spread  among  the  sur- 
rounding tribes,  ere  they  could  be  checked. 

“An  express  lias  been  received  here  from  Fort  Gib- 
son, setting  forth  the  state  of  things,  and  the  expos- 
ed condition  of  the  whites  to  the  numerous  tribes  of 
Indians  that  the  policy  of  this  government  has  con- 
centrated in  one  spot.  Very  serious  apprehensions 
are  entertained  by  the  people,  and  an  express  was 
despatched  yesterday  to  Fort  Gibson  with  orders  to 
the  commanding  officer  of  that  port.  Should  all  the 
tribes  of  Indians  west  of  the  Mississippi  unite 
against  the  whites,  we  should  then  have  an  Indian 
war  more  fatal  in  its  consequences  than  any  that 
has  been  waged  tor  the  last  half  century.” 

NAVY ORDERS. 

November  6 — Lieut.  W.  W.  Bleeker,  detached 
from  receiving  ship,  New  York. 

Nov.  7 — Assitant  surgeon  J.  O’Conner  Barclay, 
navy  yard,  Boston. 

Passed  midshipman  E.  S.  Hutter,  receiving  ship, 
Boston. 

Passed  midshipman  J.  F.  Borden,  navy  yard, 
Norfolk. 

November  9 — Lieutenant  S.  E.  Munn,  trans- 
ferred from  steamer  Poinsett  to  West  India  squa- 
dron. 

Midshipmen  A.  Harrell  and  S.  J.  Shipley,  naval 
school,  New  York. 

Passed  midshipman  J.  Rodgers,  command,  of 
schooner  Wave. 

November  12 — Assistant  surgeon  JR.  W.  Jaffrey, 
passed  midshipmen  J.  B.  Carter,  J.  S.  Biddle  and 
midshipman  F.  K.  Murray,  schooner  Wave. 

Purser  T.  B.  Nalte,  steamer  Poinsett. 

Passed  midshipman  R.  C.  Cogdell,  detatched 
from  schooner  Wave. 

Passed  midshipman  J.  C.  Henry,  schooner  Flirt. 

C.  H.  Haswell,  engineer,  detatched  from  steam 
ship  Fulton,  to  assist  the  principal  engineer,  in  the 
drawings  of  the  engines  for  the  two  steam  vessels 
now  building.  [Army  and  Navy  Chronicle. 

A detachment  of  fifty  seamen,  under  charge  of 
lieut.  Whittle,  arrived  at  Baltimore  on  the  14th  from 
Norfolk.  They  are  intended  for  the  United  States 
schooner  Flirt,  lately  built  in  this  port  under  the 
superintendence  of  lieut.  McLaughlin,  and  now 
nearly  ready  for  sea. 

The  United  States  steam  frigate  Fulton  arrived  at 
the  navy  yard,  N.  York,  on  Monday  from  Boston. 

The  navy  commissioners  invite  proposals  for  the 
transportation,  from  Norfolk  to  Mahon,  in  a single 
vessel,  of  provisions  and  stores  equal  in  bulk  to 
about  3,500  barrels. 

Pensacola,  Nov.  2,  1839. 

The  Erie  and  Levant  sloops  of  war  went  to  sea 
on  Sunday  last,  and  the  frigates  Macedonian  and  La 
Glorie  on  the  day  following.  The  La  Glorie  i3  a 
first  class  frigate,  drawing  upwards  of  22  feet.  The 
only  vessels  of  war  now  in  port  are  the  Ontario  and 
the  French  brig  of  war  Dunois. 

The  following  is  a list  of  officers  attached  to  the 
U.  S.  ship  Ontario,  whose  arrival  we  mentioned  in 
our  last: 

J.  D.  Williamson,  esq.  commander;  lieutenants, 
Ebenezer  Farrand,  William  E.  Hunt,  William  J. 
H.  Robertson,  John  B.  Marchand,  (acting);  acting 
master,  G.  H.  Scott;  surgeon,  A.  G.  Gambrill;  pur- 
ser, Joseph  Bryan;  assistant  surgeon,  Bannister; 
passed  midshipmen,  William  M.  E.  Adams,  J.  K. 
Duer,  J.  M.  B.  Clitz;  midshipmen,  W.  H.  James- 
son,  John  C.  Bealmont,  Samuel  Edwards,  Andrew 
Bryson. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  officers  attached  to 
the  U.  S.  ship  Erie: 

William  V.  Taylor,  esq.  commander;  lieutenants, 
A.  Lewis,  J.  A.  Russ,  J.  F.  Creen;  acting  master, 
John  Mooney;  surgeon,  T.  L.  Smith;  purser,  J.  C. 
Holland;  passed  midshipman,  William  B. Beverley; 
assistant  surgeon,  J.  W.  Taylor;  midshipmen,  C. 
E.  Fleming,  J.  H.  Brown,  C.  S.  Throckmorton,  J. 
C.  Wait,  William  H.  Montgomery,  N.  C.  Bryant, 
John  Mathews,  J.  C.  Richardson. 

The  U.  S.  sloop  of  war  Levant,  which  sailed 
from  Pensacola  on  a cruize,  returned  to  that  city  on 
the  2d  inst.  the  yellow  fever  having  broken  out 
among  the  crew.  The  shooner  Pelican,  from  At- 


takapas  bound  to  Norforlk,  was  towed  into  Pensa- 
cola leaky,  and  all  hands  sick. 

The  IL  S.  sloop  of  war  Marion,  commanderBelt, 
which  sailed  from  this  port  on  Saturday,  1st,  is 
bound  to  the  coast  of  Africa,  not  New  York.  The 
frigate  United  States,  capt.  Kearney,  which  sailed 
same  day,  is  bound  to  New  York. 

The  U.  S.  schooner  Otsego,  lieut.  Shubrick,  sail- 
ed from  Key  West  about  the  25th  ult.  for  Tampa 
Bay. 

By  the  last  southern  mail  we  have  news  of  the 
death  of  WilTiam  A.  Slacum,  esq.  purser  in  the 
navy,  a native  of  Alexandria  in  this  District,  uni- 
versally esteemed  and  respected;  whose  death  will 
be  especially  lamented  by  a large  and  attached 
family  circle,  by  whom  he  was  justly  beloved  and 
cherished.  [Naf.  Int. 

From  the  Pennsacola  Gazette. 

United  Stales  ship  Ontario,  Oct.  29. 

Mr.  Editor:  I have  the  pleasure  of  announcing 
to  vou  the  safe  arrival  of  the  ship  from  her  late 
cruise.  I emphasize  safe,  for,  judging  from  the 
impenetrable  veil  of  mystery  in  which  our  destina- 
tion hence  was  enveloped,  I presumed  we  were 
bent  on  some  emprise  of  dire  intent.  I overheard 
an  old  sea-cock  on  the  forecastle  sagely  remark  that 
we  were  bound  to  Bordeaux,  to  investigate  the  con- 
duct of  admiral  Baudin  in  the  affair  of  San  Juan  de 
Ulloa.  We  left  this  port,  as  you  may  recollect,  on 
the  7th  ultimo,  reached  Key  West  on  the  14th,  left 
there  the  15th,  and  arrived  at  Nassau  on  the  22d. — 
The  passage  was  remarkable  for  no  incident  worthy 
of  record.  The  beat  through  Providence  channel 
was  tedious  in  the  extreme,  and  I at  one  time 
thought  that  we  were  about  to  experience  the  fate 
of  the  Phantom  ship,  with  the  alternative,  however, 
of  bearing  up,  and  pursuing  another  track. 

Nassau  presents  rather  a pleasing  appearance 
from  the  seaward.  The  town  stretches  irregularly 
along  the  line  of  coast,  and  over  the  hill’s  sides — 
the  whiteness  of  the  houses  being  agreeably  reliev- 
ed by  foliage  of  luxuriant  green,  bearing  a rich 
burden  of  cocoa-nuts,  bananas,  plantains,  guavas, 
alligator  pears,  and  other  fruits  of  the  tropical 
clime. 

We  were  piloted  in  by  a black,  whose  consequen- 
tial airs  were  at  once  imitating  and  ridiculous. 

An  island,  lying  in  front  of  the  town,  and  from  a 
half  to  three-quarters  of  a mile  off,  forms  the  port, 
and  the  deepest  water  is  on  the  town  side.  The 
channel  may  be  likened  to  a serpentine  canal,  so  nar- 
row is  its  width;  and  though  with  a leading  breeze, 
it  is  in  no  wise  difficult  to  keep  in  it,  yet  to  warp 
up  to  the  anchorage  with  the  wind  ahead  requires 
much  skill  and  celerity  of  movement.  Unfortu- 
nately for  us,  the  wind  came  out  ahead  before  we 
crossed  the  bar,  and  we  were  immediately  com- 
pelled to  run  out  hedges,  and  commence  warping. 
This  is  a tedious  business  at  any  time,  and  in  this 
case  we  had  a surfeit.  First  the  ship  had  to  be  got 
to  port,  then  to  starboard,  then  ahead,  then  forced 
astern — this  hawser  to  be  roused  in,  and  that  let  go 
— until  at  length,  darkey  like,  the  pilot’s  own  ideas 
got  into  a complete  snarl,  and  from  pomposity  he 
soon  fell  to  submission  and  entreaties,  and  naught 
could  be  heard  from  him  but  “do,  my  good  men, 
haul;  do,  my  dear  men,  pull.”  At  length,  all  diffi- 
culties overcome,  we  succeeded  in  obtaining  our 
berth.  We  received  a visit  from  the  governor, 
colonel  Cockburn,  a brother  of  admiral  sir  George 
Cockburn,  of  capital  memory.  He  is  an  eldeily 
personage,  of  dignified  demeanor  and  soldierlike 
bearing,  and  is,  I understand,  irreproachable  in  his 
public  and  private  relations?  We  were  also  visited 
by  our  consul,  George  Huyler,  esq.  who  has  re- 
sided at  Nassau  in  that  capacity  for  the  last  seven 
years,  and  with  the  utmost  satisfaction  to  every  man 
of  integrity  on  the  island.  At  his  house  we  were 
received  with  that  marked  welcome  and  hospitali- 
ty which  those  only  can  appreciate  in  its  full  zest 
whose  avocation  necessarily  severs  them  from  the 
society  of  kindred  and  friends.  The  weather  prov- 
ed very  unfavorable  during  our  stay  here,  (which 
was  prolonged  beyond  the  contemplated  period  on 
that  account),  but  the  few  fair  days  we  experienced 
were  spent  in  the  company  of  an  agreeable  though 
limited  circle  of  friends,  to  which  the  politeness  of 
our  worthy  consul  had  made  us  known.  The  island 
of  Nassau,  or  New  Providence,  is  about  thirty- 
seven  miles  in  circumference,  and  the  town  is  said 
to  contain  7,000  inhabitants,  white  and  variegated. 
There  are  also  three  settlements  inland — Carmi- 
chael, Adelaide,  and  the  name  of  the  third  I have 
forgotten.  Three  forts  overlook  the  town  and  en- 
trance, and  are  garrisoned  by  blacks  captured  from 
slavers,  who,  in  the  spirit  of  true  philosophy,  should 
be  immediately  restored  to  their  country;  but  they 
are  enrolled  into  regiments,  and  serve  her  majesty 
twenty-one  years,  at  the  end  of  which  period  they 
may  either  retire  on  the  munificent  pension  the  go- 
vernment allots  them,  remain  in  the  service,  or  go 
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to  the  d — I.  The  ordnance  is  served  by  a body  of 
white  artillerv-men.  There  is  a very  capacious 
range  of  barracks  here  built  of  iron,  and  hard  by 
are  the  time-worn  and  dilapidated  remains  of  the 
fort  which  commodore  Hopkins  carried  by  assault 
during  the  revolutionary  war.  The  place  has  the 
usual  allowance  of  churches,  and  the  popular  re- 
ligion is  that  of  the  established  church,  or  church 
of  England.  The  blacks  have  their  representative 
in  the  legislative  councils,  and  I have  no  doubt  are 
following  hard  in  the  tracks  of  their  brethren  of  Ja- 
maica, which  must  eventuate  in  the  overthrow  of 
colonial  prosperity,  and  reduce  Great  Britain’s  once 
lucrative  possessions  to  beggary,  anarchy  and  con- 
fusion. 

We  left  the  port  on  the  16th,  in  gallant  style,  and 
with  a leading  breeze.  After  clearing  the  bar  and 
discharging  pilot,  we  filled  away,  and  running  the 
English  ensigr.  to  the  fore,  fired  a parting  salute, 
and  bade  Nassau  adieu. 


The  U.  S.  ship  Vandalia,  arrived  at  Norfolk  on 
the  10th  inst.  in  twenty-two  days  from  Pensacola, 
having  sailed  thence  on  the  morning  of  the  19th  ult. 
Having  taken  a westerly  breeze  after  leaving  that 
port,  the  ship  ran  down  and  made  the  island  of  Cuba 
on  the  third  day  out.  But  the  wind  having  then 
hauled  to  the  eastward,  it  became  necessary  to  aban- 
don the  intention  of  looking  in  at  Matanzas,  and  the 
ship  was  kept  away  for  the  “Florida  gulph,”  the 
usual  track  of  vessels  bound  northward  from  Hava- 
na, &c. 

The  wind  continuing  ad  verse,  and  at  times  increas- 
ing to  a gale,  the  Vandalia  was  six  days  beating 
through  this  narrow  gulf — so  difficult,  and  at  times 
so  dangerous,  to  navigate  for  the  most  experienced 
commanders.  Although  the  old  ship  ride3  out  a 
storm  as  gracefully  as  a sea  bird,  yet  from  the  tem- 
pestuousness of  the  weather  during  the  passage 
through  this  channel,  she  carried  away  her  main 
topsail  yard  and  foretopmast  bead  and  back  stays 
A spare  yard  was  very  soon  rigged  and  sent  up, 
however,  and  that  all-essential  sail  again  bent;  the 
back  and  head  stays,  in  the  meantime,  had  “stop- 
pers” clapped  on  them — so  that  the  ship  did  not  long 
remain  crippled  in  her  sailing  geer. 

When  it  is  considered  that  the  Vandalia  is  a con 
demned  ship — having  been  pronounced  rotten  and  un- 
seaworthy  by  experienced  officers  and  mechanics, 
after  a thorough  survey  at  Pensacola — it  must  be 
conceded  that  capt.  Levy,  his  offiers  and  crew,  are 
entitled  to  much  credit  for  the  nautical  skill,  the 
judgment  and  patient  endurance  of  fatigue,  display- 
ed in  safely  working  the  ship  through  this  channel, 
under  such  adverse  circumstances.  A good  portion 
of  her  crew  having  been  sent  aboard  from  the  sick 
bays  of  the  other  vessels  of  the  West  India  squa 
dron,  and  from  the  navy  hospital  at  Pensacola,  the 
principal  burden  of  working  the  ship  devolved  upon 
a few  able  bodied  and  effective  petty  officers  and 
seamen.  These  performed  their  duty  with  an  ala 
crity  and  efficiency  deserving  of  great  praise,  illus- 
trating the  advantage  of  suasive  means  over  brute 
appliances,  even  with  sailors;  the  “cat”  and  the  “coif 
having  very  seldom  been  used  since  captain  Levy 
took  command  of  the  ship. 

Even  after  getting  to  the  northward  of  the  Baha 
ma  banks,  the  ship  experienced  a succession  of 
squalls,  calms  and  contrary  winds  which  contributed 
materially  to  the  length  of  her  passage. 

It  is  now  nearly  Jive  years  since  the  Vandalia  last 
left  this  port,  (Norfolk),  to  join  the  West  India 
squadron.  She  has,  during  the  whole  of  that  period 
been  in  active  service  in  those  seas — a len°-th  of 
time  unprecedented,  it  is  believed,  for  one  of  our 
vessels  of  war  to  remain  on  a foreign  station  without 
repairs.  During  this  long  cruise,  time  has  worked 
sad  mutations  among  her  officers  and  men.  Ml  save 
one  individual  of  her  original  armament,  had,  at  one 
time  or  another,  “given  up  the  ship.”  James  Brooks, 
esq.  her  late  purser,  alone  clung  to  her,  up  to  the’ 
moment  of  her  departure  from  Pensacola,  when  he 
was  transferred  to  the  yard  and  station  there,  he  and 
purser  White  having,  at  their  mutual  request,  been 
permitted  to  exchange  situations. 

We  were  in  sight  of  cape  Henry  all  day  yester- 
day; but  the  wind  being  dead  ahead,  with  a strong 
ebb-tide,  the  ship  was  obliged  to  come  to  anchor 
outside  cape  Henry  about  3 o’clock,  where  she  rode 
out  a boisterous  night.  In  heaving  up  the  anchor  at 
break  of  day  this  morning,  the  wind  continuing  very 
fresh,  with  a heavy  ground  swell,  the  cable  parted, 
and  the  anchor  was  lost.  The  ship  was  “beat”  into 
the  bay  against  a strong  northwester. 

The  Vandalia  was  built  at  Philadelphia-  and  it 
argues  much  for  the  skill  of  the  workmen,  and  the 
faithfulness  ofher  construction,  that  she  should  have 
been  able  to  perform  a jive  year's  cruise,  and  return 
home,  after  so  boisterous  a passage,  without  going 
to  pieces!  ° 


Officers  of  the  Vandalia. 

Commander — Uriah  P.  Levy,  esq. 

Lieutenants — Albert  E.  Downes,  Simon  B.  Bis- 
sell. 

Acting  lieutenants — Edmund  Lanier,  Horace  N. 
Harrison. 

Surgeon — John  Vaughan  Smith. 

Purser — Philo  White. 

Midshipmen — Samuel  Smith,  Edward  C.  Ander- 
son, Charles  Wager,  Daniel  Ammen,  James  J.  Bar- 
ry- 

Captain’s  clerk — Richard  Kennon. 

Boatswain — Robert  Whitaker. 

Gunner — Thomas  Dewey. 

Passenger — Daniel  F.  Duiany,  late  acting  master 
of  the  Levant. 

Extracts  of  letters  received  from  the  officers  of  the 
exploring  expedition,  received  by  H.  M.  ship 
Imogene,  arrived  at  Rio  Janeiro,  the  19th  Sep- 
tember. 

Valparaiso,  7th  April,  1839. 
Dear  sirs:  We  arrived  here  on  the  20th  ult.  in 
the  Peacock,  and  expect  in  a few  days  to  leave  for 
Callao.  The  Relief  left  here  for  Callao  last  week, 
and  we  are  expecting  daily  the  schooners  Enter- 
prize  and  Sea  Gull.  The  Vincennes  and  Porpoise 
arrived  to-day.  The  Relief  experienced  a heavy 
gale  off  the  Straits  of  Magellan,  and  had  to  repair 
to  this  place  with  loss  of  all  her  anchors  and  chain 
cables — the  gale  lasted  22  days.  The  store  ship 
Maraposa,  capt.  Hale,  from  New  York,  arrived  here 
on  the  16th  of  April,  with  our  stores,  and  has  pro- 
ceeded to  discharge  them,  * * * * 

The  officers  and  crew  of  this  ship  are  all  well.  * 


U.  S.  ship  Vincennes,  Valparaiso,  10/A  May  1839. 

Dear  sirs:  We  arrived  here  yesterday,  after  an 
absence  from  Rio  of  four  months,  having  been  ly- 
ing with  the  ship  near  Cape  Horn,  overtwo  months, 
making  examinations,  surve3’s,  &c.  the  other  ships 
went  south,  the  farthest  point  reached  70°,  near 
where  Cook  went. 

The  season  was  too  late  to  get  any  further,  but 
we  shall  try  it  earlier  next. 

We  found  the  Peacock  here:  the  Relief  has  gone 
to  the  Straits  of  Magellan,  with  the  scientific 
corps;  we  expect  them  next  week.  The  officers 
and  crew  are  all  well. 

Committee  of  machinists.  The  committee 
of  machinists  selected  at  a meeting  of  mechanics, 
held  at  the  county  court  house,  corner  of  6th  and 
Chesnut  streets,  on  Monday,  August  19th,  for  the 
purpose  of  expressing  their  opinions  relative  to  the 
construction,  by  the  Philadelphia  machinists  of  the 
engines  intended  for  the  national  steam  frigate, 
about  to  be  erected  at  the  Philadelphia  navy  yard, 
respectfully  present  the  following  correspondence 
to  the  citizens  from  whom  they  received  their  ap- 
pointment: 

(copy). 

Philadelphia,  Aug.  27th,  1839. 

To  the  secretary  of  the  navy  and  the  navy  board-. 

The  committee  of  machinists  selected  at  a meet- 
ing of  the  mechanics  of  the  city  and  county  of 
Philadelphia,  convened  at  the  county  court  house 
on  Monday  afternoon,  August  19th,  1839,  for  the 
purpose  of  addressing  you  relative  to  the  construc- 
tion, by  the  Philadelphia  machinists,  of  the  engines 
intended  for  the  steam  frigate  about  to  be  erected 
at  the  Philadelphia  navy  yard,  most  respectfully 
represent,  that  the  machinists  of  Philadelphia  are 
prepared  to  build  these  engines  on  as  liberal  terms, 
in  proportion  to  material  and  workmanship,  as  can 
be  offered  elsewhere,  and  can  also  present  ample 
security  for  the  full  and  faithful  performance  of 
such  contract.  The  committee,  therefore,  would 
be  gratified  to  hear  from  you  as  soon  as  any  definite 
measures  are  decided  upon. 

ALFRED  M.  CLARKE, 

JOHN  ALEXANDER, 

THOS.  R.  MORTON, 

GEO.  W.  HUFTY, 

JOHN  L.  SMITH, 

JAMES  SLATER, 

Navy  department,  September  14 th,  1839. 

Gentlemen:  Your  communication  of  the  27th  ult 
stating  the  ability  of  the  machinists  of  Philadelphia 
to  construct  steam  engines  for  the  steam  vessels 
building  at  the  navy  yard  at  that  place,  on  as  libe- 
ral terms  as  could  be  offered  elsewhere,  has  been 
duly  received. 

Although  the  reputation  of  the  steam  engines 
builders  of  Philadelphia  is  well  established  by  the 
engines  which  they  have  furnished  for  steam  ves- 
sels, yet  the  engine  builders  of  other  places  have 
also  given  such  evidence  of  skill  and  ability,  that 
this  department  would  not  feel  justified  in  exclud- 
ing them  from  competition,  and  I feel  persuaded 
that  in  any  decision  the  department  may  deem  ne 


cessary  to  make  in  this  case,  you  nor  those  you  re- 
present will  attribute  to  it  any  want  of  confidence 
in  the  skill  of  the  machinists  of  Philadelphia,  but  a 
sincere  desire  to  do  that  which  seems  the  best  cal- 
culated to  promote  the  public  interest. 

If  the  result  of  the  inquiries  which  the  depart- 
ment deems  it  necessary  to  make,  will  authorise  the 
construction  of  these  engines  at  Philadelphia,  con- 
sistently with  the  public  interest,  such  an  arrange- 
ment will  be  gratifying  to  the  personal  feelings  of, 
gentlemen,  your  obedient,  humble  servant, 

J.  CHAUNCY, 
Acting  secretary  of  the  navy. 
George  W.  Hufly,  John  Alexander,  James  Slater, 
Alfred  M.  Clarke,  Thomas.  R.  Morton,  John  L. 
Smith  esq’s,  committee. 

(copy). 

, Philadelphia,  Oct.  25,  1839. 

To  the  honorable  secretary  of  the  navy: 

The  undersigned,  a committee  lately  appointed 
at  a meeting  of  their  fellow  citizens,  to  correspond 
with  the  department  at  Washington,  relative  to  the 
erecting  of  the  engines  intended  for  the  steam  fri- 
gate  about  to  be  built  in  this  city,  by  Philadelphia 
machinists,  having  recently  learned  that  said  con- 
tract has  been  tendered  to  an  establishment  in  this 
city,  and  accepted,  respectfully  request  an  answer 
from  you  as  to  the  correctness  of  the  rumor,  as  soon 
as  convenient,  and  oblige  yours, 

JOHN  ALEXANDER,  'I 
THOMAS  R.  MORTON,  ' 
AFREDM.  CLARKE, 

JAMES  SLATER, 

GEO.  W.  HUFTY, 

JOHN  L.  SMITH, 


Navy  department,  30th  Oct.  1939. 

Gentlemen:  Your  letter  of  the  25th  instant  has 
been  received.  Messrs  Merick  &Town,  of  Phila- 
delphia, having  made  the  lowest  offer  from  that  city, 
their  proposals  for  the  construction  of  the  engine 
for  the  sea  steamer,  now  building  at  the  navy  yard 
there,  has  been  accepted.  I am,  very  respectfully, 
your  ob’t  serv’t,  J.  K.  PAULDING. 

Alfred  M.  Clarke,  John  Alexander,  Thomas  M. 
Morton,  Geo.  W.  Hufty,  John  L-  Smith,  James 
Slater,  committee. 


STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 

MAINE. 

Governor  Fairfield,  by  proclamation  has  ap- 
pointed Thursday  the  28th  instant,  as  a day  of  pub- 
lic thanksgiving  and  praise  to  God.  The  governor 
says — Our  annual  harvest  has  been  gathered  in;  in 
its  abundance  furnishing  to  the  labors  of  the  hus- 
bandman a rich  reward;  and  to  all,  a large  share 
of  the  bounties  of  a kind  Providence.  Health, 
peace  and  happiness  generally  prevail  throughout 
our  borders.  We  are  in  the  full  fruition  of  the 
blessings  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  and  of  mild 
and  equal  laws.  We  have  our  dwelling  in  a por- 
tion of  the  earth  abounding  in  natural  resources 
and  advantages,  with  a soil  which  amply  repays 
the  labor  required  for  its  cultivation,  and  a climate, 
which  even  by  its  rigor,  promotes  health  of  body, 
vigor  of  intellect,  and  energy  of  character.  Indus- 
try, intelligence  and  a spirit  of  enterprise  mark  the 
character  of  our  population.  Religion,  in  its  in- 
stitutions, principle  and  influences,  is  respected. 
Good  order  is  observed,  and  the  interests  of  educa- 
tion are  fondly  cherished  among  us.  How  ra- 
tional— how  eminently  becoming,  while  in  the  en- 
joyment of  these  and  numberless  other  blessings, 
that,  as  a people,  we  should  unitedly  lift  up  our 
voices  and  our  hearts  in  thanksgiven  and  praise  to 
our  Father  in  heaven,  and  the  Author  of  all  good. 

While  enjoing  the  blessed  influences  of  the  gospel 
may  we  not  neglect  to  cultivate  its  spirit  and  to 
illustrate  its  principles  in  our  lives.  In  an  especial 
manner,  we  are  reminded  at  this  time,  of  our  ob- 
ligations to  cherish  and  manifest  a spirit  of  Chris- 
tian benevolence.  Let  us  render  a prompt  and 
cheerful  compliance  with  these  obligations,  not  only 
by  remembering  the  poor,  and  opening  the  hand  of 
charity  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  needy,  but  by 
cultivating  and  exercising  a more  kindly  feeling 
towards  each  other  in  all  the  various  relations  and 
intercourse  of  society.  Let  the  asperities  of  feel- 
ing produced  by  collisions  of  opinion,  and  all  un- 
charitableness, however  generated,  yield  to  the  sof- 
tening influences  of  the  season;  and  may  unfeigned 
gratitude  to  God,  and  universal  benevolence,  love 
and  good  will  to  man,  be  the  legitimate  fruits  of  our 
annual  festival. 

The  legislature  of  Maine  having  “declined  taking 
any  measures  to  give  satisfaction  to  the  state  of 
Georgia  for  the  violation  of  its  constitutional  rights, 
by  the  refusal  of  governor  Dunlap  and  gov.  Kent  to 
deliver  up  to  its  authorities  upon  their  demand  the 
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fugitives  from  its  justice,  Philbrook  and  Kelle- 
ran.”  Governor  Gilmer,  of  Georgia,  says  in  liis 
message  to  the  legislature  that  the  latter  state  will 
be  justified  in  declaring  by  law,  that  all  citizens  of 
Maine  who  may  come  within  its  jurisdiction  on 
board  of  any  vessel  as  owners,  officers  or  mariners, 
shall  be  considered  as  doing  so  with  the  intent  to 
commit  the  crime  of  seducing  negro  slaves  from 
their  owners,  and  be  dealt  with  accordingly  by  the 
officers  of  justice. 

Boundary  question.  An  intelligent  correspondent 
of  the  Richmond  Whig,  said  to  be  prolessor  Tucker, 
in  a letter  received  by  the  Liverpool,  says  that  the 
Maine  question  is  still  unsettled,  and,  as  he  fears, 
it  is  likely  to  remain  so  for  some  time.  “Candid 
Englishmen  have  admitted  to  me,  (he  adds),  that 
the  letter  of  the  treaty  of  1783  is  with  us;  but  they 
say  that  as  Great  Britain  could  not  be  supposed  to 
have  consented  to  that  boundary  which  would  al- 
low a foreign  country  to  intervene  between  her 
provinces  of' New  Brunswick  and  Lower  Canada, 
the  equity  of  the  case,  growing  out  of  their  igno- 
rance of  the  facts,  is  with  them.  But  this  plea, 
however  it  may  furnish  ground  for  further  negotia- 
tion and  a new  treaty,  does,  on  principles  of  inter- 
national law,  virtually  cede  the  present  ground  of 
controversy.  Though  I believe  that  the  British 
government  has  no  stronger  ground  to  occupy  in 
this  contest,  I apprehend  it  will  act  as  though  it 
had,  and  postpone  a decision  that  will  so  probably 
be  against  them.  The  present  ministry  are  sup- 
ported by  so  small  a majority,  and  they  are  so 
powerfully  assailed  by  their  old  opponents  with 
their  new  recruits,  that  they  will  not  risk,  by  the 
loss  of  the  disputed  territory,  giving  to  their  ene- 
mies a new  point  of  attack.” 

Candid  Englishmen  of  the  provinces  all  make 
the  same  admission  in  relation  to  the  letter  of  the 
treaty,  and  put  forth  the  same  claims  on  the  ground 
of  equity;  but  is  the  plea  of  “ignorance  of  the  facts” 
to  be  admitted?  Certainly  not.  From  their  ig- 
norance had  the  British  supposed  by  treaty  they 
had  acquired  the  old  province  of  Massachusetts 
bay,  and  afterwards  found  out  their  mistake,  would 
this  have  afforded  good  ground  for  a new  treaty? 
Had  they  supposed  Bunker  Hill  was  the  northwest 
angle  of  Nova  Scotia,  should  we  have  been  induc- 
ed from  their  ignorance  to  divide  with  them  the 
land  between  the  points  and  boundaries  respectively 
claimed  by  both,  or  to  waive  our  rights  and  nego- 
tiate a new  treaty. 

The  Maine  question  is  still  unsettled,  and  it  is 
feared  by  the  correspondent  above,  is  likely  to  re- 
main so  fpr  some  time.  We  have  the  same  fears, 
we  deeply  regret  to  say.  Contrary  to  previous 
hopes,  we  anticipate  a report  from  the  British  com- 
missioners favorable  to  their  government,  one  sided, 
unsatisfactory,  opposed  to  facts,  and  conceived  and 
concluded  for  an  object  not  corresponding  with 
professions  and  appearances. 

The  English  said,  when  general  Jackson  obtain- 
ed the  indemnity,  he  frightened  the  French  into  an 
act  of  common  honesty.  Would  that  the  English 
would  look  upon  their  own  as  they  did  upon  the 
conduct  of  France.  Would  that  Mr.  Van  Buren 
would  compel  England,  as  general  Jackson  did 
France,  to  be  honest,  and  as  firmly  insist  upon 
justice,  whatever  the  consequences.  He  would  then 
indeed  “follow  in  the  footsteps  of  his  illustrious 
predecessor.” 

The  justly  aroused  and  indignant  people  of  the 
state  will  not  permit  this  immensely  important 
question  to  sleep,  and  they  will  not  be  put  off  with 
promises  nor  be  deceived  by  diplomacy.  Such 
things  have  had  their  day  and  effect,  but  a new  era 
has  dawned  with  new  impulses,  new  views  and 
new  resolutions  demand  a policy  founded  in  reason 
and  justice  and  the  rights  of  the  state. 

Let  not  our  legislature,  nor  our  delegation  in 
congress  turn  a deaf  ear  to  the  people,  nor  attempt 
to  impose  upon  sovereignty,  if  the  people’s  servants 
regard  their  reputation  and  their  places.  The  peo- 
ple feel  that  they  themselves  have  erred  by  their 
acquiescence,  but  acquiescence  was  for  the  past, 
not  for  the  future;  they  feel  that  their  representa- 
tives in  congress  have  come  short  of  the  mark, 
and  expect  different  conduct  hereafter;  former  le- 
gislatures and  governors  have  failed  of  their  duty, 
and  the  people  expect  that  their  present  servants 
will  faithfully  fulfil  their  sacred  trusts.  Let  the 
general  government  and  the  state  government  do 
right,  act  in  obedience  to  the  will  of  the  people  of 
Maine,  and  of  the  union,  and  this  shamefully  pro- 
tracted irritation  will  soon  be  forever  quieted. 

[ Bangor  Democi'at. 

VERMONT. 

A committee  of  the  house  of  representatives  has 
reported  in  favor  of  making  a geological  survey  of 
the  state — proposing  an  appropriation  of  $2,000  for 
that  object. 


Governor  Jenison  has  vetoed  a bill  creating  a per- 
petual corporation,  and  exempting  it  from  taxation. 

In  the  house  of  representatives,  on  the  5th  instant, 
Mr.  Shattuck  offered  a resolution  with  a preamble; 
the  latter  setting  forth  that  much  valuable  time  is 
wasted  by  talking  members  in  profitless  debate,  and 
the  former  providing  for  an  evening  session,  at  which 
such  members  may  talk  away  to  their  full  content 
— with  a condition,  however,  that  they  shall  talk 
only  on  subjects  that  have  been  finally  acted  upon 
by  the  house.  The  house  refused  to  entertain  the 
resolution. 

Resolutions  similar  to  those  of  the  house,  relating 
to  the  chartering  of  banks,  were  taken  up  in  the  se- 
nate on  the  7th,  and  a motion  to  strike  out  the  sec- 
tion requiring  the  capital  to  be  paid  in  gold  and  sil- 
ver was  rejected  by  a large  majority.  An  amend- 
ment to  the  section  respecting  the  indebtedness  of 
stockholders,  limiting  the  amount  to  $2,000  by  any 
one  stockholder,  and  the  aggregate  to  15  per  cent, 
on  the  capital  actually  paid  in,  and  also  requiring 
every  stockholder  receiving  a loan  nr  discount  to 
give  two  good  securities,  not  stockholders,  was 
adopted,  13  to  7.  [N.  Y.  Com. 

Serious  accident.  Recently,  at  Norristown,  Ver- 
mont, the  frame  of  a new  meeting  house  fell,  and 
29  men  were  precipitated  to  the  ground,  26  of  whom 
were  badly  injured,  but  no  one  lulled. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

The  election  for  governor  and  members  of  the 
legislature  took  place  on  the  11th  inst.  Governor 
Everett  was  the  whig  candidate  for  re-election  and 
judge  Morton  was  the  administration  candidate. 
Many  local  questions  seem  to  have  been  mixed  up 
with  this  election — amongst  those  the  temperance 
dispute,  respecting  the  fifteen  gallon  law  was  one  of 
the  most  exciting. 

In  Boston,  last  year,  Everett  had  5,208  votes, 
Morton  2,921.  On  this  occasion  Everett  obtained 
in  Boston  only  4,919,  Morion  3,625. 

Governor  Everett  received  in  the  state  last  year 
51,642,  judge  Morton  41,795,  and  there  were  504 
scattering  votes;  governor  Everett’s  plurality  was 
9,847. 

The  latest  Boston  dates  we  have,  leave  us  in  doubt 
as  to  the  result.  Morton,  the  administration  candi- 
date for  governor,  has  a plurality  of  votes  over  Eve- 
rett, but  whether  there  are  not  scattering  votes  suf- 
ficient to  prevent  an  election,  is  disputed.  It  re- 
quires a majority  of  the  whole  to  elect. 

The  last  Boston  Morning  Post,  (adm.)  states  the 
aggregate  vote  to  be 

Morton,  51,119 

Everett,  60,548 


Administration  majority,  571 

The  Post  expresses  the  confident  belief  that  Mor- 
ton is  elected. 

The  Atlas  on  the  contrary  as  confidently  expresses 
the  belief  that  no  choice  has  been  made.  They 
make  Morton’s  majority  244,  and  say  that  in  32 
towns  they  have  ascertained  210  scattering  votes. 

The  Boston  Transcript,  of  Tuesday,  makes  Mor- 
ton’s majority  range  from  250  to  350,  and  expresses 
the  belief  that  he  is  elected.  They  assert  that  there 
are  very  few  scattering  votes. 

The  political  cast  of  the  house  of  representatives, 
which  it  is  said  will  consist  this  year  of  500  mem- 
bers, it  is  supposed  will  be  decided  by  the  elections 
which  are  to  take  place  on  Monday  next,  in  those 
towns  that  failed  to  elect  on  the  first  trial,  to  the 
number  of  56  members. 

The  senators  as  yet  chosen  are  nearly  balanced. 
The  house  fill  the  vacancies  where  they  have  failed 
to  elect,  and  the  senate  when  thus  filled,  elect  the 
governor  from  the  four  highest  candidates,  provided 
no  candidate  has  a majority  of  the  whole  number  of 
votes  given  by  the  people. 

The  Boston  Journal  of  Monday,  the  day  of  elec- 
tion, says,  much  interest  is  manifested  in  relation  to 
the  election  to-day.  A great  vote  will  be  thrown, 
not  only  in  Boston,  but  in  the  whole  commonwealth, 
and  we  doubt  not  that  the  result  will  not  only  be  fa- 
vorable to  the  whig  cause,  but  will  show  that  the 
cause  of  temperance  still  finds  favor  with  the  people. 
It  is  difficult  to  predict  the  result  of  the  election  for 
senators  and  representatives  in  this  city.  A number 
of  tickets  are  offered  at  the  polls,  among  which  we 
find  the  regular  “whig  ticket,”  regular  “democratic 
ticket,”  “anti-license  ticket,”  “liberal  whig  ticket,” 
“temperance  whig  ticket,”  “temperance  democratic 
ticket,”  and  “union  temperance  ticket.” 

An  attempt  was  made  to  effect  a compromise 
among  the  whigs  to  the  end  that  the  regular  nomi- 
nated whig  ticket  might  be  elected — but  it  ended  as 
such  compromises  generally  do,  when  the  materials 
are  of  so  discordant  a nature  as  in  the  present  case 
— and  the  morning  whig  papers  contained  a “liberal 
whig  ticket,”  which  had  been  adopted  at  a meeting 
of  tlie  liberal  whigs.  The  temperance  whigs  find- 
ing they  were  to  be  used  as  tools  to  aid  in  electing. 


opponents  of  the  license  law,  and  none  other,  to  of- 
fice, came  out  with  a “temperance  ticket,”  which 
has  probably  been  supported  by  many  strenuous 
friends  of  the  license  law. 

Whether  any  senators  and  representatives  have 
been  chosen  in  this  city;  and  if  so,  who  they  are, 
will  doubtless  be  ascertained  in  a day  or  two. 

The  Evening  Signal , of  New  York,  a neutral  pa- 
per, the  editor  of  which  was  in  Massachusetts  dur- 
ing the  election,  thus  discourses  of  its  result.  “We 
copy,”  says  the  Enquirer,  “the  following  paragraph, 
with  the  expression  of  a perfect  confidence  in  its 
correctness,  and  with  the  assurance  that  it  will  carry 
with  it  more  weight  than  the  speculations,  however 
sincere,  of  any  partizan  journal. 

“We  are  not  politicians,  and  we  are  little  disposed 
to  speak  of  questions  in  controversy  between  politi- 
cal parties;  but  having  been  a ‘looker  on  in  Vienna,’ 
while  the  battle  was  in  progress,  we  may  in  this 
case  venture  an  opinion.  We  think  that  the  result 
in  Massachusetts  is  no  more  attributable  to  any  di- 
rect political  influence  than  it  is  to  the  stoppage  of 
the  opium  trade  in  China.  There  were  in  Boston 
nearly  a dozen  different  tickets,  each  supported  by  a 
distinct  party  organization  with  views  as  different  as 
those  of  Brahmins,  Moslems,  Romanists  or  Presbyte- 
rians; and  hardly  one  of  them  predicating  its  claims 
to  support  upon  its  advocacy  of  any  known  political 
creed.  The  fifteen  gallon  men  and  their  opponents 
constituted  the  strong  parties,  and  more  votes  were  un- 
questionably cast  with  reference  to  the  license  question, 
than  for  or  against  an  'independent  treasury.’  That 
national  politics  had  very  little  to  do  with  the  elec- 
tion of  state  officers,  is  evident  from  the  fact  that 
Mr.  Abbott  Lawrence,  the  opposition  candidate  for 
congress,  has  a much  greater  majority  in  Boston 
than  Mr.  Everett  received  for  governor.  Besides 
the  opposition  of  the  enemies  of  the  new  license 
law,  Mr.  Everett  had  to  encounter  all  the  prejudice 
engendered  by  the  passage  of  the  bill  of  last  year  tak- 
ingfromthe  members  of  volunteer  military  compa- 
nies an  annual  fee  of  five  dollars.  In  many  parts  of  the 
state  a ‘military  ticket’  was  opposed  to  the  regular 
opposition  nominations,  by  members  of  the  same 
party. 

“Returns  had  been  received  in  Boston  at  4 o’clock 
last  evening,  from  213  towns,  in  which  Morton’s 
majorily  was  about  200.  Although  Everett’s  elec- 
tion was  not  given  up  by  some  of  bis  friends,  bets 
were  freely  offered  of  two  and  three  to  one,  in  favor 
of  Morton,  and  no  doubt  seemed  to  be  entertained 
by  his  supporters  of  their  entire  success. 

“Abbott  Lawrence,  whig,  is  elected  to  congress 
in  the  Boston  district,  by  about  1,400  majority. 

“Osman  Baker  is  elected  in  the  district  vacated 
by  the  death  of  Mr.  Alvord,  it  is  supposed,  by  about 
50  majority.” 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

Thanksgiving.  The  acting  governor  of  Rhode  Is- 
land, in  obedience  to  the  resolutions  of  the  general 
assembly,  has  issued  his  proclamation,  appointing 
Thursday  the  28th  instant,  to  be  observed  as  a day 
of  thanksgiving  and  praise. 

The  legislature  of  Rhode  Island  adjourned  on  the 
2d  inst.  until  the  1st  of  January.  They  passed  a 
law  during  the  session  protecting  the  banks  from 
the  penalties  of  suspension,  by  preventing  the  reco- 
very of  costs  before  justices  of  the  peace,  and  allow- 
ing costs  by  only  one  plaintiff  at  any  one  term  of 
court.  This  provision  to  continue  in  operation  un- 
til the  first  of  February.  A number  of  other  provi- 
sions are  incorporated  in  the  act,  which,  in  the  opi- 
nion of  the  “Pennsylvanian,”  will  have  a tendency 
to  effeot  an  early  resumption  of  specie  payments  by 
the  banks  of  that  state. 

Resumption.  Providence,  Nov.  12.  Some  three 
or  four  of  our  banks  have  voted  to  resume  if  enough 
will  join  them  to  make  a majority  of  the  banks,  and 
I rather  think  they  will  get  a majority,  but  it  is  yet 
uncertain. 

Interesting  ceremony.  The  two  hnndreth  anniver- 
sary of  the  first  Baptist  church  in  this  city,  and  the 
oldest  in  America,  was  celebrated  yesterday,  in  a 
highly  interesting  manner.  The  psalms  sung,  were, 
with  appropriate  good  taste,  taken  from  the  quaint 
old  versions.  The  introductory  prayer  was  by  the 
venerable  patriarch,  rev.  Elisha  Williams,  the  oldest 
Baptist  minister  of  Massachusetts.  The  closing 
prayer  was  by  the  rev.  Dr.  Sharpe.  The  discourse 
was  by  the  rev.  William  Hague,  the  minister  of  the 
church;  it  was  replete  with  historic  interest,  and  va- 
luable research, — and  contained  some  polemical  dis- 
cussion upon  the  manner  in  which  the  church  was 
founded.  Standing  upon  the  spot  where  the  first 
church,  of  his  order,  was  founded  on  this  continent 
and  himself  the  successor  of  the  first  Baptist  minis- 
ter in  America, — he  could  not  but  feel  inspired  with 
his  theme — and  he  did  it  the  most  ample  justice. 

[Providence  Journal. 

Rhode  Island  slate  whig  convention.  This  body 
met  to  the  number  of  300  delegates,  at  Kingston, 
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Oct.  31.  The  venerable  .Robbins  presided.  The 
resolutions  concludes  thus: 

“In  short  the  whole  history  of  this  administration, 
is  a history  of  broken  promises  to  a deceived  and  in- 
sulted people. 

“The  people,  therefore,  have  nothingto  hope  from 
their  rulers;  their  only  remedy  lies  in  themselves, 
and  must  be  exercised  through  the  ballot  boxes.” 

CONNECTICUT. 

Amendment  of  the  constitution.  Governor  Ells- 
worth has  issued  his  proclamation  announcing  the 
ratification  by  the  people  of  this  state,  of  an  amend- 
ment to  the  constitution  relating  to  the  qualification 
and  admission  of  electors,  which  amendment  is  in 
the  words  following,  to  wit: 

“Every  white  male  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
who  shall  have  resided  in  this  state  one  year;  attain- 
ed the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  resided  in  the 
town  in  which  he  may  offer  himself  to  be  admitted 
to  the  privilege  of  an  elector,  at  least  six  months 
preceding;  and  have  a freehold  estate  of  the  yearly 
value  of  seven  dollars,  in  this  state;  or  having  been 
enrolled  in  the  militia,  shall  have  performed  military 
duty  therein  for  the  term  of  one  year  next  preceding 
the  time  he  shall  offer  himself  for  admission;  or  be- 
ing liable  thereto  shall  have  been  by  authority  of 
law  excused  therefrom;  or  shall  have  paid  a state 
tax  within  the  year  next  preceding  the  time  he  shall 
present  himself  for  admission;  and  shall  sustain  a 
good  moral  character;  shall,  on  his  taking  such  oath 
as  may  be  prescribed  by  law,  be  an  elector.” 

NEW  YORK. 

Important  circular.  The  arrangement  entered  into 
betwen  the  safety  fund  banks  contained  in  the  fol- 
lowing circular  will  prove  highly  advantageous  to 
the  people,  and  release  them  from  a tax  on  notes  of 
specie  paying  banks,  while  it  will  tend  to  give  per- 
manency and  safety  to  the  operations  of  those  banks: 

Circular.  At  a convention  pf  the  safety  fund 
banks,  held  pursuant  to  notice,  at  the  American 
hotel,  in  the  village  of  Auburn,  on  Friday,  the  8th 
day  of  November,  1839,  hon.  Wm.M.  Oliver  was 
appointed  chairman,  and  N.  T.  Williams,  secretary. 

The  following  banks  were  represented: 

New  York  state  bank,  Albany,  by  A.  D.  Patchin 
Bank  of  Troy  John  Paine 

Otsego  county  bank  Robt.  Campbell, 

Madison  county  bank  Win.  K.  Lothrop. 

Commercial  bank  of  Oswego  £ ant* 

Lewis  county  bank  Wm.  M.  Oliver. 

BankofSalina  M.  W.  Bennett. 

Onondaga  county  bank  J.  Wilkinson. 

Bank  of  Auburn  Jas.  S.  Seymour. 

Cayuga  county  bank  Geo.  B.  Throop. 

Bank  of  Ithaca  T.  P.  St.  John. 

Tompkins  county  bank  N.  T.  William. 

Chemung  canal  bank  L.  Coveil. 

Yates  county  bank  Wm.  M.  Oliver. 

Wayne  county  bank  J.  B.  Fenton. 

Bank  of  Orleans  F.  Clark. 

Commercial  bank  of  Buffalo  J.  Stringham. 

City  bank  of  Buffalo  Lewis  Eaton. 

Steuben  county  bank  Wm.  M.  Oliver. 

Bank  of  Buffalo  H.  Pratt. 

Bank  of  Chenango  W.  M.  Conkey. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Throop,  Resolved , That  a com- 
mittee of  six  be  appointed  to  report  a plan  for  carry- 
ing out  the  object  of  this  meeting. 

The  chair  appointed  the  following,  viz:  Messrs. 
Throop,  Beardsley,  Campbell,  Eaton,  Bennett  and 
Covill. 

The  committee  reported  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  G.  B.  Throop,  Robert  Campbell, 
L.  Beardsley,  L Eaton,  and  W.  M.  Oliver,  be  a 
committee  to  arrange  for  and  establish  with  a bank 
at  Albany  or  Troy,  an  agency  for  the  redemption  of 
the  bills  of  the  safety  fund  banks  here  represented, 
and  such  others  as  assent  to  this  arrangement. 

That  said  committee  continue  the  present  messen- 
ger to  make  his  trips  from  Albany  to  Buffalo  every 
alternate  week. 

That  each  bank  assort,  count  up,  and  label  the 
bills  of  the  several  banks  sent  to  the  agency  bank 
in  their  packages. 

That  the  agency  bank  so  to  be  established,  seal 
up  the  bills  and  notify  each  bank  by  mail,  immedi- 
ately after  the  arrival  of  the  messenger,  of  the  amount 
of  its  notes  then  on  hand  for  redemption. 

The  bank  so  notified,  shall  redeem  its  bills  so  sealed 
up  at  the  end  of  sixteen  days  from  the  time  of  sealing 
by  draft  or  funds,  current  in  Albany. 

The  packages  of  bills  so  redeemed,  shall  be  re- 
turned to  the  respective  banks  by  the  messenger, 
next  after  such  redemption  or  payment. 

The  day  of  sealing  up  shall  always  be  on  Satur- 
day, and  the  day  of  redemption  on  Monday  after  the 
return  of  the  messenger. 

Any  other  bank  or  individual  may  deposite  bills 
of  the  associated  banks,  to  be  sent  home  for  redemp- 
tion, as  aforesaid,  at  the  risk  of  the  depositor,  he  pay- 


ing one-fourth  of  one  per  cent,  towards  defraying  the 
expenses  attending  the  agency  and  redemption. 

The  banks  shall  keep  up  the  system  of  redemption, 
by  exchanging  with  each  other,  and  adjusting  balan- 
ces, as  heretotore  recommended  by  the  committee 
of  the  safety  fund  banks. 

Resolved,  That  the  banks  under  the  general  bank- 
ing law,  be  invited  to  participate  fully  in  the  above 
arrangement,  and  subject  to  a proportionate  part  of 
the  expense — that  in  case  of  a refusal,  their  notes  be 
sent  by  the  associated  banks  to  the  agency,  and  re- 
turned home  for  redemption,  and  that  the  agent  in 
Albany  be  authorised  to  receive  from  others,  and 
send  home  for  redemption,  packages  of  their  notes,  at 
a charge  of  ^th  of  one  per  cent,  at  the  risk  of  the 
owner. 

A.  D.  Patchin,  esq.  cashier  of  the  New  York  State 
bank,  having  offered  to  take  the  agency. 

Resolved,  That  the  agent  for  conducting  the  busi- 
ness contemplated  by  these  proceedings,  be  the  New 
York  State  bank  in  the  city  of  Albany,  and  that  l-10th 
of  one  per  cent,  upon  the  amount  sent  by  each  bank 
for  redemption,  be  allowed  for  conducting  the  busi- 
ness. 

Assent,  A.D.  Patchin,  cashier. 

WM.  M.  OLIVER,  chairman. 

N.  T.  Williams,  secretary. 

Auburn,  Nov.  9, 1839. 

Sir:  The  result  of  the  deliberations  of  the  con- 
vention held  yesterday  at  this  place,  is  given  above. 
It  was  adopted  with  great  unanimity,  and  it  is  confi- 
dently believed,  that  this  will  be  satisfactory  to  the 
community.  The  time  given  the  banks  for  redeem- 
ing their  bills  under  this  arrangement  at  Albany, 
instead  of  their  own  counters,  is  less  than  the  risk 
and  expense  of  returning  them  home  to  the  banks, 
and  about  what  is  equivalent  to  the  expense  of  the 
messenger,  agency,  &c.  which  the  banks  incur,  by 
this  arrangement. 

Messrs  Stebbins  and  Davis,  two  of  the  bank  com- 
missioners, were  here,  and  concurred  in  the  arrange- 
ment. 

The  banks  represented,  most  earnestly  recommend 
to  all  the  safety  fund  banks  in  western  New  York  a 
prompt  compliance  with  this  arrangement;  and  the 
banks  that  do  not  notify  their  dissent  to  this  arrange- 
ment by  letter  to  A.  D.  Patchin,  esq.  cashier,  will  be 
considered  as  assenting. 

WM.  M.  OLIVER,  chairman. 

N.  T.  Williams,  secretai~y. 

A tremendous  crash.  On  Saturday  evening,  about 
5 o’clock,  the  two  three  story  houses,  nearly  complet- 
ed, erecting  on  Furman  street,  against  the  heights, 
came  to  the  ground  a heap  of  ruins,  by  reason  of  the 
moist  state  of  the  rear  wall,  and  the  pillars  not  being 
of  sufficient  strength  to  bear  the  weight  of  the  arch. 
Although  several  persons  were  engaged  at  work  on 
the  building  at  the  time,  it  is  astonishing  to  relate 
that  not  one  was  injured — they  heard  the  cracking 
of  the  walls,  and  made  their  escape.  The  buildings 
were  owned  by  Mr.  Hoffman,  a merchant  of  New 
York,  and  his  loss  i3  presumed  to  be  over  $ 10,000. 

[ Long  Island  Star. 

Election.  The  election  in  the  state  of  New  York, 
it  will  be  recollected,  was  for  the  choice  of  members 
of  the  assembly,,  128  in  number,  to  be  chosen  in  52 
counties,  and  of  ten  senators,  viz:  one  for  each  of  the 
eight  senatorial  districts,  and  two  additional,  to  sup- 
ply vacancies  in  the  third  dislrict,  occasioned  by  the 
death  of  Noadiah  Johnson,  and  the  resignation  ofE. 
P.  Livingston.  County  officers  were  also  to  be 
chosen. 

It  is  remarkable  that  of  the  ten  members  of  the 
last  senate,  who  are  replaced  at  the  present  election, 
nine  were  administration  men,  and  only  one  a whig. 
Of  those  who  remain  of  the  last  senate,  13  are  whigs 
and  nine  administration  men. 

The  senate  now  stands  as  follows: 

Whigs. — Old  members,  ...  -13 

Now  elected,  3 in  the  3d,  and  1 each  in  the  4tb, 

6th,  7th,  and  8th  districts,  - . 7 

20 

Van  Buren. — Old  members,  ...  9 

Now  elected,  1 each  in  the  1st,  2d,  and  5th  dis- 
tricts, ......  - 3 

12 

Whig  majority  8. 

It  appears  that  Mr.  McFadden,  one  of  the  whig 
candidates,  is  elected  in  Cayuga  county;  this  varies 
the  result  as  given  in  the  last  Register — making  71 
whig  and  57  administration  members  in  the  assem- 
bly. Whig  majority  14.  By  leaving  the  delegation 
from  the  city  of  New  York  out  ofthe  calculation,  it 
appears  that  the  rest  of  the  state  have  elected  more 
whig  members  this  year  than  were  elected  last  No- 
vember from  the  state,  exclusive  of  the  city. 

The  aggregate  vote  of  the  state  exhibits  a consi- 
derable accession  of  administration  voters.  So  soon 


as  accurately  ascertained,  we  shall  register  the  ag- 
gregate vote. 

New  York  city  election.  Official  canvass  of  the 
votes  for  senator  and  register,  at  the  late  election. 
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Administration  majority,  1,388 

Mr.  Tallmadge.  The  New  York  American, 
which,  last  year,  zealously  opposed  the  election  of 
Mr.  Tallmadge  to  the  senate,  now  announces  its 
preference  for  him.  That  paper  well  observes  that 
“in  the  faithful,  devoted  and  efficient  services  which 
Mr.  Tallmadge  has  rendered  to  the  cause  since  that 
time — in  his  unremitting  labors,  his  successful  ex- 
postulations and  appeals  withandtothe  electors  of 
the  state,  and  his  thorough  adhesion  to  the  whig 
cause,  there  is  such  ample  atonement  for  the  great 
errors  of  the  past,  that  we  cheerfully  add  our  assent 
to  the  general  voice  which  calls  for  the  re-election 
to  the  senate  ofthe  United  States  of  Nathaniel  P. 
Tallmadoe.” 

Wheat  and  flour.  The  Cleaveland  Herald  says 
that  the  receipts  of  wheat  at  Buffalo  for  the  month  of 
October  were  271,363  bushels;  of  flour  54,015  bar- 
rels, being  an  excess  over  any  previous  month,  this 
or  last  season,  of  fifty  per  cent.  The  aggregate  re- 
ceipt of  wheat  in  the  months  of  September  and  Octo- 
ber is  350,666  bushels;  an  increase  over  the  corres- 
ponding months  of  last  year  of  50,986  bushels.  Of 
flour  in  the  same  months  67,026  bbls.  being  an  in- 
crease over  the  corresponding  months  last  year  of 
6,303  bbls. 

Flouring  at  Black  Rock.  There  is  probably  no 
place  in  the  state,  Rochester  excepted,  where  there 
is  at  this  time  so  much  wheat  manufactured  into 
flour  as  at  Black  Rock.  As  usual  at  this  season  of 
the  year,  as  they  have  been  for  many  weeks  past,  the 
western  streams  are  mostly  dry,  and  few  mills,  save 
those  driven  by  the  exhaustless  volume  of  Lake  Erie, 
are  in  operation.  We  learn  that  during  the  past 
week  upward  of  twenty  schooners  laden  with  wheat 
from  Ohio,  Michigan  and  Illinois,  arrived  in  Black 
Rock  harbor  consigned  to  the  different  mills.  The 
substantial  and  elegant  new  mill  of  Messrs.  Pratt, 
Allen,  Haggard  & Zehner,  has  lately  been  put  in  ope- 
ration with  seven  runs  of  stones  on  the  upper  pier, 
and  there  is  now  made  at  the  three  mills  over  1,000 
barrels  of  flour  daily.  On  Friday  last,  ten  vessels 
with  wheat  were  in  the  harbor  at  one  time.  The 
new  pier  erected  by  the  state  is  in  fine  condition,  and 
progressing  toward  its  completion. 

A large  four  story  brick  flouring  mill  is  now  build- 
ing at  the  lower  village  by  Messrs.  Howell  & Ger- 
main, calculated  for  eight  runs  of  stone,  and  is  to  be 
pnt  in  operation  next  spring;  and  one  or  two  others 
are  also  in  contemplation,  to  be  built  the  ensuing 
season.  Black  Rock  has  already,  by  the  aid  of  her 
inexhaustible  water  power,  become  the  great  flour 
market  of  the  lakes,  and  is  hereafter  to  be  the  prin- 
cipal wheat  market  of  the  west.  So  rapidly  do  the 
mills,  by  means  of  their  machinery,  draw  the  cargo 
from  a vessel,  that  one  day’s  detention  is  all  that  is 
necessary  in  discharging  5 or  6,000  bushels. 

The  tolls  at  the  canal  office  at  Black  Rock,  al- 
though established  but  last  spring,  already  amount  to 
upwards  of  $ 30,000 , received  principally  from  the 
mills,  and  they  will  probably  reach  $40,000  by  the 
close  of  navigation — a sum  nearly  equal  to  the  entire 
tolls  of  Buffalo  ten  years  ago.  [ Buffalo  Com.  Ad, 
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NEW  JERSEY. 

The  New  Jersey  legislature  adjourned  on  the  6th 
inst.  to  meet  again  on  the  14th  of  January. 

Gov.  Pennington's  message  to  the  legislature  of 
New  Jersey.  In  this  document  the  great  interests  of 
agriculture,  manufactures  and  commerce  are  touch- 
ed upon.  With  regard  to  the  first  named,  the  mes- 
sage speaks  pointedly  in  favor  of  ascociations  for 
the  advancement  of  agricultural  knowledge,  and 
notices  with  commendation,  the  institution  of  a state 
society  for  that  purpose.  The  depressed  state  of 
manufactures  and  commerce  is  alluded  to,  and  the 
necessity  of  some  action  by  the  general  government 
for  the  better  protection  ot  those  interests  is  strong- 
ly set  forth. 

The  governor  adverts  to  the  difficult  duty  which 
the  political  condition  of  the  state  imposed  upon 
him  in  reference  to  the  disputed  congressional  elec- 
tion some  time  ago,  and  declares  that  his  conduct 
in  that  unwished  for  exigency  was  directed  by  a 
sincere  desire  to  conform  to  the  established  provi- 
sions of  the  laws  applicable  to  the  question. 

Some  reference  is  made  to  certain  resolutions 
passed  by  the  legislature  at  a former  session  con- 
cerning the  public  lands  of  the  national  domain. 
The  interest  of  the  old  states  in  this  immense  inhe- 
ritance is  declared  to  be  too  valuable  to  be  lightly 
surrendered. 

The  financial  account  for  the  year  shows  that  the 
receipts  into  the  treasury  applicable  to  current  ex- 
penses amount  to  the  sum  of  $SO,000;  and  that  the 
disbursements  for  the  same  period  fall  rather  short 
of  that  amount.  The  state  debt  is  considerable. 
The  school  fund,  deducting  the  present  yearly  ap- 
propriation of  $ 30,000 , amounts  to  about  $285,000. 

There  are  eighteen  children  supported  by  the 
state  of  New  Jersey  at  the  asylums  for  the  deaf  and 
dumb  in  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  and  ten  at  in- 
stitutions for  the  blind. 

The  geological  report  of  professor  Rogers,  who 
had  been  employed  to  survey  the  state,  will  proba- 
bly be  ready  in  February. 

The  number  of  convicts  in  the  state  prison  at 
the  present  time  is  161,  being  two  less  than  at  the 
same  period  last  year.  The  earnings  of  the  prison 
are  estimated  at  $9,961  95,  and  the  yearly  expenses, 
not  including  the  salaries  of  the  officers,  are  stated 
at  $8, 90 1 74. 

A report  from  the  trustees  of  the  school  fund  will 
be  forthcoming  during  the  present  session  of  the 
legislature.  The  message  invites  the  attention  of 
the  assembly  to  the  improvement  in  the  school  sys- 
tem suggested  in  the  last  report  of  the  trustees,  viz: 
That  some  mode  should  be  adopted  for  educating 
teachers  and  qualifying  them  for  the  discharge  of 
their  responsible  duties. 

The  message  concludes  with  a reference  to  a 
committee  appointed  during  the  year  according  to  a 
resolution  passed  at  the  last  session,  to  make  certain 
inquiries  in  relation  to  the  lunatics  in  the  state. 
Their  report  will  be  submitted  shortly — the  number 
of  that  unfortunate  class  is  found  to  be  greater  than 
was  supposed.  The  message  bespeaks  for  them  a 
liberal  action  on  the  part  of  the  legislature  which 
shall  be  worthy  of  a feeling  and  a Christian  people. 

New  Jersey  school  fund.  We  have  not  yet  re- 
ceived the  report  of  the  trustees  of  the  school  fund 
of  this  state,  which  is  said  to  be  a highly  interest- 
ing document.  We  find  the  following  abstract  of 
the  report,  however,  in  the  New'  Jersey  State  Ga- 
zette, which  we  publish  for  the  benefit  of  our 
readers: — 

In  the  139  townships  in  the  state,  89  have  made 
returns;  which  89  embrace  942  school  districts,  of 
which  835  have  reported.  In  these  districts  there 
are  64,411  children  between  the  ages  of  5 and  16, 
of  which  only  33,954  attend  public  schools.  In 
view  of  these  facts,  the  report  remarks,  “after  every 
deduction  is  made,  the  painful  truth  forces  itself 
upon  our  conviction,  that  there  are  thousands  of 
the  children  in  the  state,  who  never  go  to  school.” 

The  number  of  children  attending  school,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  whole  number,  appears  to  be  greater 
in  Burlington,  than  in  any  other  county.  This, 
the  report,  says,  may  be  ascribed  in  a great  mea- 
sure, to  the  society  of  Friends,  who  are  the  liberal 
patrons  of  education.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
small  number  in  the  public  schools  of  Mercer 
and  Essex,  may  be  owing  to  the  existence  of  many 
flourishing  private  schools  in  each  of  those  coun- 
ties. 

The  average  rate  of  wages  received  by  teachers 
in  the  state,  is  about  80  dollars  a quarter,  a more  li- 
beral compensation  than  is  paid  in  some  of  the  neigh- 
boring states. 

“Upon  the  whole,”  says  the  report,  “it  is  grati- 
fying to  find  that  the  schools  are  improving.  The 
people  are  becoming  alive  to  their  importance  and 
begin  to  manifest  some  interest  in  their  behalf. 
The  act,  too  ot  1838,  it  is  almost  universally  ad- 
mitted, is  the  best  law  we  have  ever  had  upon  the 


subject  of  schools,  and  has  most  agreeably  disap- 
pointed the  expectations  which  were  formed  of  it. 
Although  but  a feeble  and  imperfect  system,  and 
much  below  the  spirit  and  wants  of  the  age,  yet  has 
it  done  much  good  and  been  productive  of  the  most 
beneficent  results. 

In  Morris  a deeper  interest  is  felt  on  the  subject 
of  education,  than  in  any  other  county. — She  re- 
ceives from  the  school  fund  $2,352  00,  and  expends 
$‘6,469  91,  exclusive  of  Randolph  township,  from 
which  no  returns  are  received.  They  have  raised 
all  that  the  law  would  permit  them  to  raise,  and 
their  complaint  is  that  they  are  not  permitted  to  raise 
more. 

On  the  other  hand,  in  eight  townships  of  Essex, 
only  $ 1,595  97  has  been  appropriated  for  the  sup- 
port of  schools. 

The  whole  amount  of  moneys  paid  in  the  dis- 
tricts which  have  made  returns,  is  $181, OSS  00; 
four-fifths  of  which  have  been  paid  by  parents  and 
guardians. 

The  New  Jersey  state  convention  for  the  selection 
of  delegates  to  the  Harrisburg  convention,  met  at 
Trenton  last  month,  strong  in  numbers,  in  hope 
and  influence.  There  were  probably  about  500  de- 
legates on  the  ground.  A preparatory  meeting  was 
held  at  the  City  Hall  in  the  morning,  at  which  the 
names  of  the  delegates  were  called  and  verified, 
and  committees  were  appointed  to  select  officers  of 
the  convention,  and  to  report  the  form  of  business 
to  be  pursued.  An  adjournment  was  then  had  till 
2 o’clock. 

On  the  re-assembling  of  the  convention,  it  was 
thus  organized: 

Dr.  Lewis  Condict,  of  Morris, president. 

H.  Southmayd,  of  Bergen,  Andrew  Parsons,  of 
Passic,  Joseph  Mann,  of  Essex,  Uzal  C.  Haggerty, 
of  Sussex,  Rich.  Green,  of  Warren,  Lewis  Golding, 
of  Middlesex,  Thomas  W.  Hartwell,  of  Somerset, 
Joseph  Woodward,  of  Monmouth,  James  Steven- 
son, of  Mercer,  Joshua  Bispham,  of  Burlington, 
Nicholas  Rape,  of  Atlantic,  James  W.  Sloan,  of 
Gloucester,  William  F.  Hunt,  of  Salem,  Joshua 
Brick,  of  Cumberland,  Hugh  Capner,  of  Hunterdon, 
vice  presidents. 

A.  C.  M.  Pennington,  of  Essex,  secretary. 

Thomas  S.  Smith,  of  Salem,  Whitefield  S.  John- 
son, of  Sussex,  assistant  secretaries. 

On  taking  his  seat,  the  president,  in  a very  neat 
and  perspicuous  address,  explained  the  objects  of 
the  convention;  the  great  necessity  there  was  for 
united  effort  to  get  rid  of  the  misrule  that  oppres- 
ses and  degrades  the  country;  and  the  interest 
which  all  classes — for  all  were  affected  by  the  evil 
consequences  of  misgovernment — have  in  bringing 
about  a reform. 

Committees  were  then  appointed  to  select  eight 
delegates  to  the  Harrisburg  convention.  The  six 
delegates,  anweringto  the  six  members  of  the  house 
of  representatives,  were  selected  by  the  counties 
forming  the  congressional  districts,  each  district 
nominating  its  own  man,  and  the  two  delegates,  an- 
swering to  the  two  senators,  were  selected  by  a com- 
mittee of  one  from  each  county  in  the  state.  The 
names  reported  to,  and  unanimously  accepted  by  the 
convention,  were  as  follows: 

Delegates  at  lafge. 

Wm.  B.  Kinney,  of  Essex. 

James  Wilson,  of  Mercer. 

Delegates  for  the  congressional  districts. 

Dudley  S.  Gregory,  of  Bergen. 

Ephraim  Marsh,  of  Morris. 

John  D.  Hagar,  of  Middlesex. 

Thos.  A.  Hartwell,  of  Somerset. 

Craig  Moffatt,  of  Burlington. 

Joshua  Brick,  of  Cumberland. 

After  this  business  was  disposed  of,  the  commit- 
tee on  an  addre33  and  resolutions  submitted  the 
same.  The  resolutions,  which  are  annexed,  were 
taken  up  and  passed  separately,  and  each  with  en- 
tire unanimity.  The  address,  which  we  hope  at  a 
future  time  to  publish,  was  then  read  and  adopted 
by  acclamation. 

Resolutions. 

I.  Resolved,  That  the  recent  elections  in  this 
state  and  in  New  York,  have  shown  that  neither 
the  influences  of  party  associations,  nor  the  power 
and  patronage  of  the  federal  executive,  can  seduce 
the  people  from  their  duty  to  themselves  and  their 
country:  and  are  causes  of  heart-felt  congratulation 
among  the  friends  of  popular  government. 

2.  Resolved,  That  we  regard  with  strong  indig- 
nation, the  open  and  undisguised  intermeddling  of 
the  customs  and  other  government  officers  from 
other  states  in  our  state  elections:  and  that  as  the 
administration  have  violated  their  pledges  and  their 
duty  in  this  as  in  other  matters,  it  devolves  upon 
the  “people”  to  prevent  the  patronage  of  the  go- 
vernment from  being  brought  into  conflict  with 
the  freedom  of  election,  and  that  our  members  of 
congress  be  earnestly  requested  to  bring  the  sub- 


ject at  an  early  period  before  the  people’s  represen- 
tatives. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  claim  of  the  people  of 
New  J ersey  to  their  proportionate  share  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  public  lands,  which  was  early  made, 
and  is  constantly  continued,  is  too  just  to  be  now 
abandoned;  and  that  all  attempts,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, to  defeat  that  claim,  must  ever  meet  the  un- 
yielding opposition  of  every  true  Jerseyman. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  blighting  and  ruinous  ef- 
fects of  the  experiments  of  the  late  and  present  na- 
tional administrations  upon  all  the  great  interests  of 
the  country,  and  their  repeated  and  persevering  ef- 
forts to  introduce  new  and  untried  expedients  to  re- 
medy the  evils  which  they  have  caused,  clearly  show 
that  they  lack  the  wisdom  to  discern,  or  the  patriot- 
ism to  promote,  the  general  welfare  and  happiness, 
and  have  justly  forfeited  all  claim  to  the  confidence 
and  support  of  the  people. 

5.  Resolved,  That  this  convention,  adopting  as  its 
maxim,  “principles  not  men,”  will  make  no  recom- 
mendation of  candidates  for  presidency  and  vice 
presidency:  but  will  give  a cordial  and  united  sup- 
port to  such  candidates  as  the  national  convention, 
to  be  held  at  Harrisburg,  shall  deem  best  quali- 
fied to  rescue  the  powers  of  government  from  the 
incompetent  and  faithless  party  agents  who  now 
wield  them. 

6.  Resolved,  That  we  admire  the  patriotism  and 
firmness  with  which  the  conservatives  have  with- 
stood the  seductions  and  assaults  of  patronage  and 
power,  and  that  we  will  cordially  unite  with  them  in 
afl  honorable  efforts  to  bring  back  the  administra- 
tion of  government  to  its  only  legitimate  object,  the 
promotion  of  the  general  good. 

It  being  understood  that  Mr.  Senator  Southard 
was  in  Trenton,  in  attendance  upon  the  supreme 
court,  a committee  was  sent  to  ask  him  to  attend 
and  take  part  in  the  deliberations  ef  the  convention. 
In  the  interval,  the  convention  was  addressed  with 
great  effect  by  Mr.  Miller,  of  Morris,  and  others. 
On  the  return  of  the  committee,  and  the  entrance 
of  Mr.  Southard,  a most  cordial  greeting  was  ex- 
tended to  that  gentleman,  to  which,  and  to  the 
general  call  upon  him  to  address  the  meeting,  he 
answered  in  a glowing  speech;  portraying  the  evil 
doctrines  and  worse  practices  of  the  men  in  power, 
and  exhorting  his  brother  whigs  of  New  Jersey  to 
lay  aside  all  predilections  for  men — to  abstain  from 
all  instructions  to  their  delegates,  to  ask  no  pledges 
— but  choosing  those  on  whose  fidelity  and  discre- 
tion they  could  rely,  to  send  them  to  Harrisburg  to 
consult,  and  there  and  then  to  decide  upon  the  can- 
didates who,  by  the  general  voice,  should  be  desig- 
nated as  the  candidate  in  opposition  to  Martin  Van 
Buren.  Mr.  Southard  said,  that  strong  and  devot- 
ed as  his  predilections  were  known  to  be,  and  emi- 
nent as  he  deemed  the  services  and  qualifications  of 
the  man  whom  he  preferred  and  whom  it  was  not 
necessary  to  name,  he  yet  was  prepared,  if  the  good 
of  the  cause  required  it,  to  sacrifice  him;  and  being 
thus  prepared  to  yield  his  own  cherished  hopes  and 
desires,  he  felt  authorised  to  call  upon  his  brother 
whigs,  in  like  manner,  to  yield  up  all  personal  pre- 
ferences, all  solicitude  about  men,  to  the  great,  the 
noble  cause  of  the  country,  its  institutions  and  pros- 
perity. 

Mr.  Southard  sat  down  amidst  long  and  fervent 
applause;  and  the  convention,  having  completed  its 
business,  soon  after  adjourned. 

The  temper  of  the  proceedings  at  this  conven- 
tion, the  decided  and  earnest  spirit  manifested,  and 
the  whole-souled  devotion  to  the  cause,  rather  than 
to  any  man,  give  the  surest  pledge,  that  in  the  great 
contest  of  1840,  New  Jersey  will  be  strong  for  the 
whig  candidates. 

The  convention  passed  resolutions  highly  approv- 
ing of  a national  convention  of  young  men,  to  be 
held  at  Washington  on  the  first  Monday  of  May 
next,  and  recommending  to  the  state  convention  to 
second  the  proposition,  which  it  is  supposed  will 
be  brought  forward  for  consideration  at  the  Harris- 
burg national  convention. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

The  legislature  of  Pennsylvania  assembles  at 
Harrisburg,  on  the  “first  Tuesday  [the  7th]  of 
January,  1840.”  As  some  misapprehension  ap- 
pears to  exist  upon  the  subject,  we  make  the  above 
quotation  from  the  words  of"  the  new  constitution. 

U.  S.  senator.  Dr.  Daniel  Sturgeon,  the  state 
treasurer,  and  James  Clarke,  the  president  of  the 
board  of  canal  commissioners,  are  prominent  candi- 
date? for  the  office  of  United  States  senator.  Their 
residence  in  the  western  part  of  the  state  will 
greatly  increase  the  strength  which  they  otherwise 
possess.  [Phila.  Sentinel 

Judge  Bredin,  of  Butler  county,  is  named  as  a can- 
didate for  the  United  States  senate. 

The  Miltonian  states  that  the  new  bridge  across 
the  Susquehanna  at  Northumberland  was  opened  for 
travel  on  the  2d  inst.  This  was  built  for  the  pur- 
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pose  of  replacing  the  old  one  carried  away  by  the 
ice  last  fall. 

Colonoization.  We  understand  that  a meeting 
will  be  held  this  evening  at  Dr.  Bethune’s  church 
(10th  and  Filbert  streets)  in  reference  to  the  sub- 
ject of  aiding  governor  Buchanan  and  the  colonies 
of  Liberia  to  act  with  effect  in  checking  the  slave 
trade  agreeably  to  the  resolution  passed  on  Monday 
evening  at  the  Musical  Fund  Hall.  It  is  proposed  to 
send  a vessel  to  governor  Buchanan,  and  the  great 
object  is  to  raise  the  remaining  funds  required  for 
the  purpose.  A number  of  addresses  will  probably 
be  delivered,  and  the  occasion  cannot  be  otherwise 
than  one  of  great  interest  to  all  who  wish  that  the 
infamous  slave  trade  should  be  suppressed.  Five 
thousand  dollars  are  required — a considerable  por- 
tion has  already  been  raised,  and  the  whole  should 
be  subscribed  in  the  course  of  the  week  for  the 
credit  of  Philadelphia.  [ Pennsylvanian. 

A meeting  was  held  in  Philadelphia  on  Saturday 
last,  the  object  of  which  is  to  procure  the  erection 
of  a dramatic  edifice  on  a magnificent  scale  to  be 
devoted  to  the  performance  of  operas  in  the  English 
language,  and  other  entertainments  at  low  rates  of 
admission.  J.  II.  lngersoll,  esq  presided.  A com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  prepare  a plan  of  the  pro- 
posed building,  who  reported  that  the  spot  they  had 
selected  was  the  lot  at  the  southeast  corner  of  Ches- 
nut  and  Ninth  streets.  The  building  will  front  240 
feet  on  Chesnut  and  147  on  Ninth  street.  It  is  pro- 
posed that  the  basement  shall  be  of  marble,  15  feet 
high,  divided  into  stores  of  20  feet  front  by  50  feet 
deep,  and  that  the  upper  walls  shall  be  ornamented 
with  Grecian  windows,  richly  dressed;  the  whole 
crowned  with  a chaste  cornice.  The  stores  will 
be  fire  proof,  and  the  row  will  be  the  most  elegant 
in  the  city. 

We  find  in  the  York  Gazette  the  subjoined  letter 
from  governor  Porter,  in  reply  to  the  communica- 
tion of  the  committee  who  had  been  appointed,  at 
a late  meeting  in  that  borough,  to  convey  to  the 
executive  a copy  of  the  resolutions  adopted  by  said 
meeting.  These  resolutions,  it  will  be  recollected, 
suggested  to  the  governor  an  early  call  of  the  legis- 
lature of  Pennsylvania,  with  a view  to  the  adoption 
of  another  measure  recommended  by  the  meeting, 
namely,  the  authorising  of  a state  loan  of  two  mil- 
lions of  dollars  at  an  interest  of  two  per  cent,  per 
annum,  and  the  granting  of  privilege  to  the  banks 
of  that  state  to  issue  one,  two  and  three  dollar  notes 
to  the  amount  that  might  be  taken  by  them,  respec- 
tively of  said  loan.  The  object  in  view  by  the 
meeting  was  two  fold:  first,  to  provide  small  notes 
as  a medium  of  small  business  transactions  during 
suspension;  and  secondly,  to  provide  for  thp  com- 
monwealth at  a very  low  interest,  the  means  of 
meeting  her  engagements  in  regard  to  certain  tem- 
porary loans;  thus  the  loan  of  two  millions  at  two 
per  cent,  would  not,  in  effect,  increase  the  debt  of 
Pennsylvania,  but  would  as  fast  as  negotiated,  be 
made  to  take  the  place  of  certain  unfunded  debts  of 
that  commonwealth,  bearing  five  and  six  per  cent, 
interest.  [ Baltimore  Patriot 

Huntingdon,  Oct.  31, 1839 

Gentlemen:  I have  been  honored  with  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  the  21st  instant,  inclosing  the  reso- 
lutions adopted  at  a public  meeting  held  by  the 
citizens  of  the  borough  of  York,  on  the  16th  of  Oc- 
tober. The  two  principal  resolutions  are,  1st. 
That  the  governor  be  respectfully  requested  to  con- 
vene the  legislature  at  an  early  day:  and  2d.  That 
this  meeting  respectfully  suggest  to  his  excellency 
the  propriety  of  recommending  to  the  legislature 
the  creation  of  a state  debt  of  tw'o  millions  of  dol- 
lars, bearing  an  interest  of  two  per  cent,  per  an- 
num; and  that  the  banks  of  the  commonw’ealth  be 
permitted  to  issue  notes  of  the  denomination  of  one, 
two  and  three  dollars  to  the  amount  of  said  loan 
taken  by  them. 

The  high  respect  I entertain  for  the  gentlemen 
composing  this  meeting,  some  of  whom  have  been 
long  known  and  honored  with  places  of  trust  and 
confidence  by  their  fellow  citizens  has  induced  me 
to  give  to  their  recommendations  and  suggestions 
the  most  careful  and  deliberate  consideration. 

I am  deeply  impressed  with  the  difficulties  in  all 
our  financial  operations,  produced  by  the  sudden 
and  unexpected  suspension  of  specie  payments  by 
the  banks.  It  cannot  be  doubted  or  denied  that  the 
act  on  the  part  of  these  institutions,  connected  with 
recent  occurrences  of  a similar  kind,  has  not  only 
disturbed  and  deranged  our  monetary  condition,  but 
has  shaken  in  no  slight  degree  the  confidence  of  the 
people  in  the  banking  system  itself,  or,  at  least,  in 
the  manner  in  which  its  operations  have  been  con- 
ducted. Unhappily,  the  weight  of  immediate  em- 
barrassments has  mainly  fallen  on  the  poor  and  in- 
dustrious  the  individuals  least  able  to  bear  it — 

while  those  persons  possessed  either  of  credit  or  of 
money  have  been  subject  to  little  real  inconveni- 
ence. In  this  state  of  things  I feel  as  anxious  as 


any  citizen  can  feel  to  extendall  the  aid  in  my  pow- 
er to  relieve  those  who  endure  the  hardships  of  our 
present  situation.  I cannot,  however  bring  my  mind 
to  the  conclusion  that  this  object  would  be  promot- 
ed by  convening  the  legislature  earlier  than  the  pe- 
riod fixed  by  the  constitution. 

On  a subject  so  vitally  important  to  the  people  as 
that  of  the  currency,  crude  and  hasty  legislation  should 
be  sedulously  avoided.  Experience  alone  is  a 
safe  guide.  It  would  be  almost  impossible  to  find 
an  instance  in  the  history  of  governments  where 
sound  and  salutary  laws  have  had  their  origin 
in  panics  and  agitations.  When  legislators  take 
counsel  from  excitement  or  apprehension,  reason 
and  experience  are  seldom  consulted.  Temporary 
expedients  are  resorted  to,  which  are  as  likely,  in 
their  ultimate  tendency,  to  increase  the  evil  com- 
plained of  as  to  correct  it;  and  in  the  end,  the  same 
work  remains  to  be  done  that  might  have  been  ac- 
complished upon  due  reflection  at  the  beginning. — 
These  principles  are  so  plain  and  obvious  that  per- 
haps no  person  can  be  found  in  the  community  to 
controvert  them,  and  they  have  been,  and  will  con- 
tinue to  be,  the  principles  by  which  my  course  is 
regulated. 

Without  entering  into  the  details  of  the  mode 
pointed  out  in  your  resolutions,  or  of  any  other  mode 
suggested  to  supply  the  existing  deficiency  of  small 
change,  it  will  be  enough  to  remark,  that  the  sus- 
pension of  specie  payments  is  so  recent,  the  incon- 
venience we  suffer  so  little  understood,  and  so  de- 
pendent on  fluctuating  circumstances,  as  to  render 
it  extremely  difficult,  if  not  altogether  impractica- 
ble, to  form  a mere  accurate  estimate  of  it  than  first 
impressions  only  supply. 

It  may  be  proper  for  me  to  add  that  I feel  ex- 
tremely unwilling  to  incur  the  public  expense,  and 
to  putthe  members  of  the  legislature  to  the  personal 
inconvenience  of  attending  an  extra  session,  unless 
such  means  be  demanded  by  the  most  imperious 
requisitions  of  official  duty.  For  the  reasons  above 
stated,  I do  not  conceive  the  present  to  be  an  occa- 
sion calling  on  me  to  adopt  this  course,  and  I must 
therefore  with  the  utmost  respect  for  my  fellow 
citizens  of  York,  who  composed  this  meeting,  de- 
cline to  acquiesce  in  the  well  meant  suggestions. — 
I am,  with  great  respect,  your  humble  servant, 
David  R.  Porter. 

To  Messrs.  Jacob  Spangler,  Jacob  B.  Went,  and 
Israel  Gartner. 

Philadelphia.  The  zealous  labors  of  our  city 
councils,  as  manifested  in  the  beauty  and  gradual 
improvement  of  Philadelphia,  affords  a theme  of 
high  praise  and  regard.  Exemplifications  of  their 
successful  efforts  are  every  where  apparent — in  our 
streets,  our  beautiful  squares,  fountains,  Delaware 
river  front,  public  landings,  warehouses,  gas-light- 
ing, water  works,  wooden  and  other  pavements, 
and  other  works  equally  admirable.  Among  the 
latter  we  would  take  occasion  to  name  the  new  and 
improved  gutters,  lately  placed  on  the  crossings  at 
Chesnut  and  Schuylkill  Seventh  street.  They  are 
solid  masses  of  granite,  constructed  of  sufficient  di- 
mensions and  weight  to  resist  the  influence  of  frost, 
and  have  been  found  much  superior  to  the  old 
method  of  conveying  refuse  water,  inasmuch  as  it 
now  flows  unobstructed;  leaving  the  surface  clear, 
and  unincumbered  with  unsightly  pools  of  stagnant 
water  in  summer,  and  accumulating  ice  in  winter. 
For  this  excellent  improvement,  we  are  indebted  to 
the  suggestions  of  a member  of  council,  to  whom 
his  constituents  are  likewise  much  beholden,  for  the 
intelligence  and  practical  knowledge  he  unceasing- 
ly exerts  for  their  advantage  and  convenience. 

[Poulson’s  Advertiser. 

State  debt.  The  debt  of  Pennsylvania  is  stated 
to  be  about  thirty-two  millions  of  dollars;  and  be- 
fore the  improvements  which  are  already  com- 
pleted, this  debt  will  probably  be  swelled  to  the 
enormous  amount  of  fifty  millions  of  dollars! 

How  can  we  pay  this  debt?  Can  any  mode  be 
pointed  out  which  will  enable  Pennsylvania  ho- 
nestly to  liquidate  it?  Yes! 

Let  Pennsylvania,  along  with  the  rest  of  the  old 
thirteen  states — those  who  formed  the  bond  of  union 
which  now  embraces  twenty-six — insist  on  their 
share  of  the  public  domain.  The  old  thirteen,  gave 
their  treasure  and  their  blood  for  our  independence 
— they  gloriously  conquered — and  to  them  of  right 
belong  the  Public  Lands. 

Some  of  the  administration  party  in  Pennsylva- 
nia are  taking  sides  with  the  United  States  bank — 
as  a state  institution — vitally  connected  with  state 
interests — and  therefore  proper  to  be  sustained  by 
the  people  of  this  stale. 

The  ordinary  revenue  of  Pennsylvania  is  set 
down  in  the  treasurer’s  report  at  $1,900,000  annu- 
ally, while  the  expenditures  are  reckoned  at 
$2,500,000  or  upwards.  The  banks  of  the  city 
and  county  of  Philadelphia  having  declined  de- 
claring dividends  for  the  last  six  months,  the  state 


will  be  temporarily  deprived  of  her  revenue  from 
the  bank  stocks  held  by  the  commonwealth.  This 
revenue  amounts  to  a considerable  sum.  In  1838’ 
the  state  received  from  the  dividends  on  bank  stock 
$158,230,  and  from  the  tax  on  bank  dividends 
$113,826  89;  making  together  $272,056  89.  The 
American  sentinel  intimates  the  necessity  on  the 
part  of  the  commonwealth  of  resorting  to  further 
taxation  or  loans  to  meet  the  deficiency. 

The  following  letter  appeared  in  the  Harrisburg’ 
Reporter,  of  Friday,  having  been  written  in  answer 
to  one  from  the  editor  of  that  paper. 

Auditor  generals  office,  November  7th,  1839. 

Sir:  Yours  of  this  day  has  just  come  to  hand,  in 
which  you  ask  the  question,  “have  any  monthly 
statements  been  made  by  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  since  November,  1838,  and  if  not,  have  you 
at  any  time  called  on  the  bank  for  them,  and  ha3 
that  been  complied  with.” 

No  statement  having  been  submitted  to  the  de- 
partment by  that  bank  since  1838,  I forward  to 
the  president  of  that  institution,  on  the  5th  day  of 
October  last,  a requisition  for  a statement  of  the 
situation  of  that  bank  on  the  several  discount  days 
subsequent  to  November,  1838,  including  the  first 
discount  day  in  the  month  of  October,  which  re- 
quisition has  not  been  complied  with,  nor  has  any 
return  on  special  requisition  or  monthly  statement 
been  made  to  this  department  during  the  time  for 
which  you  inquire.  Respectfully  yours, 

GEO.  O.  ESPY.  • 

Wm.  D.  Boar,  esq. 

Pennsylvania  coal.  The  Harrisburg  Reporter 
states  that  the  aggregate  shipments  of  anthracite 
coal  from  the  coal  regions  of  Pennsylvania,  thus 
far  of  the  present  season,  were  equal  to  700,000 
tons.  Adding  to  this,  110,000  tons  sent  from 
Honesdale,  Wayne  county,  Pa.  direct  to  New 
York,  and  we  have  a total  of  800,000  tons  of  an- 
thracite coal  shipped  from  Pennsj’lvania  the  pre- 
sent season. 

The  same  paper  supposes  that  five  millions  of 
bushels,  or  150,000  tons  of  bituminous  coal,  from 
the  western  coal  regions  of  that  state,  find  a mar- 
ket every  year,  by  way  of  the  Ohio  river. 

Statement  of  the  flour  and  wheal  received  at  Phi- 
ladelphia by  the  Columbia  rail  road,  from  the  1st  of 
January,  to  the  31st  of  October,  inclusive,  in  1837, 
1838  and  1839. 

Flour. 

January 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June 
July 
August 
September 
October 


1837. 

1838. 

1839. 

2,906 

11,386 

15,365 

5,662 

8,993 

21,744 

4,722 

8,603 

20,441 

12,720 

16,803 

29,299 

13,923 

32,527 

27,030 

10,513 

21,039 

1,930 

11,863 

5,405 

3,714 

6,855 

5,261 

4,215 

4,135 

3,157 

13,031 

6,798 

5,139 

12,257 

Total  81,097  118,313  149,066 

Wheat. 

January  200  921 

February  275  1,887 

March  2,312  3,256 

April  2,362  6,346 

May  2,930  3,051 

June  328  398 

July  1,245  1,001  2,203 

August  659  563  4,638 

September  205  655  10,374 

Schuylkill  canal.  Flour  and  grain.  Comparative 
statement  of  the  amount  of  flour  and  grain  received 
at  Philadelphia  by  the  Schuylkill  canal,  in  1837, 
1838  and  1839. 

lotal  amount  descending  to  October  1st,  1839. 

Flour.  Grain. 


From  the  Union  canal  61,904  bbls.  396,453  bush. 


From  all  other  places 

76^004 

“ 475,502 

“ 

Total  in  1839 

137,908 

“ 871,955 

ft 

1838 — From  U.  canal 

58,931 

“ 715,766 

ft 

All  other  places 

82,335 

« 775,699 

It 

Total  in  1838 

141,266 

“ 1,490,465 

ft 

1837 — From  U.  canal 

40,727 

“ 461,014 

Cf 

All  other  places 

33,431 

“ 462,883 

ft 

Total  in  1837 

3,2578 

“ 923,897 

it 

Recapitulation. 

1837.  1838. 

Columbia  railway  81,097  118,313 

Schuylkill  canal  73,258  141,266 


1839. 

140,193 

137,908 


Total  154,355  259,579  278,101 

Schuxjlkill  navigation.  Statement  of  the  amount 
of  the  following  articles  which  arrived  at  and  de- 
parted from  Philadelphia,  by  the  Schuylkill  navi- 
gation, from  the  opening  of  the  same  on  the  23d  of 
March,  to  the  1st  of  November,  1839,  inclusive. 
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Arrived,  at  Fairmount. 


Coal 

374,444  tons. 

Flour 

82,258  bbls. 

Grain 

545,368  bush. 

Bacon  and  lard 

1,894.250  pounds. 

Iron,  kind  not  named 

32,295,731 

bloom 

2,394,418  “ 

castings 

1,046,520  « 

— — - nails 

3,659,153  « 

Iron  ore 

6,863,204  “ 

Leather 

582,667  “ 

Rags 

357,100  “ 

Sundries 

2,806,313  “ 

Lime 

27,611  tons. 

Limestone 

46,616  “ 

Departed  from  Fairmount. 

Flour 

7,712  bbls. 

Fish 

15.389  “ 

Grain 

65,268  bush. 

Salt 

139,113  “ 

Plaster 

1,991  tons. 

Iron 

3,842,613  pounds. 

Iron  ore 

3,661,203  “ 

Nails 

58,900  “ 

Hides 

1,062,271  “ 

Rags 

41,591  “ 

Sundries 

757,596  “ 

Whiskey 

40,000  gallons. 

[ Philadelphia  Commercial  List. 

Canal  and  rail  road  tolls 

Pennsylvania  state 

tails.  The  tolls  received  on  the  Pennsylvania  im- 
provements this  season,  to  October  23d,  amount 
to  $943,900  99 

On  the  Schuylkill  canal  to  Nov.  2,  455,123  66 

Union  canal,  year  ending  1st  instant  135,163  73 

Lehigh  canal,  to  1st  Oct.  about  129,000  00 

Total  $1,654,193  38 

We  estimate  the  total  receipts  of  toll  on  our  great 
line  of  internal  improvements  this  year  at  over  one 
million  seven  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars.  [76. 

A rumor  was  current  in  this  city  yesterday,  that 
it  is  the  intention  of  the  banks  to  resume  cash  pay- 
ments on  or  before  the  first  day  of  January  next. — 
Even  the  rumor  is  pleasing,  and  the  consummation 
“devoutly  to  be  wished.”  But  though  we  should 
account  this  an  unfounded  report,  we  cannot  but  flat- 
ter ourselves  that  there  is  good  reason  to  believe 
that  these  institutions  are  aiming  steadily  at  such  a 
result,  and  determined  to  hasten  it  forward  as  spee- 
dily as  possible.  The  community  seem  disposed  to 
bear  patiently  the  misfortune  into  which  we  have 
fallen,  and  to  abstain  from  complaint  and  reproaches. 
But  they  will  refuse  to  recognize  the  state  of  things 
which  now  exists,  a3  a natural  state,  or  to  rest  in  it 
as  one  which  is  to  be  permanent.  The  most  ear- 
nest our  moneyed  institutions  are  seen  to  be  in  pre- 
paring to  redeem  their  notes,  the  more  calmly  and 
rationally  may  the  people  be  expected  to  set  them- 
selves about  those  precautionary  measures  which 
may  guard  us  against  the  recurrence  of  a similar 
calamity.  [Pftii.  N.  American. 

MARYLAND. 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal.  We  understand, 
that  information  was  received  in  town  yesterday 
that  the  breach  mentioned  in  the  following  article 
as  having  been  just  repaired,  immediately  on  the 
water  being  let  into  it  again  broke  away,  thus 
cutting  off  all  probability  of  the  large  quantity  of 
flour  and  other  produce,  now  accumulated  at  Wil- 
liamsport, reaching  the  District  before  the  canal  is 
closed  by  ice.  We  heave  not  heard  the  extent  of 
the  breach,  but  it  is  rumored  that  it  is  very  large. 

[ Georgetown  Adv. 

The  Williamsport  (Md.)  Banner,  of  Saturday 
says:  The  trade  on  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal 
at  this  place,  appears  to  be  more  active  for  the  last 
week.  Considerable  quantities  of  produce  are  ar- 
riving, intended  for  transportation  to  Baltimore  and 
the  District  of  Columbia.  The  breach,  which  oc- 
curred below,  some  time  since,  is  we  are  informed, 
thoroughly  repaired,  and  it  is  to  be  presumed,  that 
the  trade  will  be  uninterrupted  during  the  balance 
of  the  season  which  admits  of  navigation. 

VIRGINIA. 

Refusal.  It  is  stated  that  the  governor  of  Vir- 
ginia, having  consulted  with  the  treasurer,  attor- 
ney general  and  executive  council,  has  concluded 
to  issue  no  proclamation  in  respect  to  the  banks. 
Their  indispensibility  in  carrying  on  the  fiscal  busi- 
ness of  the  state,  is  the  reason  assigned. 

University  of  Virginia.  The  number  of  students 
at  thi3  university  is  about  230.  The  best  hopes  of 
its  friends  seem  likely  to  be  realized  in  the  flourish- 
ing progress  of  this  institution.  An  act  passed  by 
the  legislature,  prohibiting  merchants  and  others 
from  giving  credit  to  students  for  articles  purchas- 
ed, occasioned  some  litigation  before  the  superior 
court  at  the  late  term  for  the  county  in  which 
Charlottsville  is  situated.  The  court  maintained 
the  constitutionality  of  the  act  and  felt  it  their  duty 


to  enforce  its  provisions.  It  is  estimated  by  some 
of  the  officers  of  the  university  that  besides  the 
wholesome  effects  of  this  law  upon  the  discipline 
of  the  institution  and  the  moral  character  of  the 
students  generally,  it  has  operated  in  reducing  the 
amount  of  their  average  expenditures  about  $200. 
The  Charlottsville  Republican  intimates  that  the 
decision  of  the  court  will  be  appealed  from,  but 
without  much  prospect  of  success. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

Congressional  elections.  The  election  to  supply 
the  vacancy  in  congress  occasioned  by  the  resigna- 
tion of  the  hon.  F.  H.  Elmore,  has  resulted  in  the 
choice  of  col.  Sampson  H.  Butler.  Butler,  1,512; 
Jamison,  1,095;  Caughman,  910;  all  sub-treasury. 

Beaufort,  (S.  C.)  Nov.  4. 

The  crops,  §c.  I am  pleased  at  ascertaining  be- 
yond a doubt  that,  so  far  as  the  Sea  Island  crops 
have  been  affected,  the  late  drought  has  not  done 
the  harm  anticipated;  but,  on  the  contrary,  that  in 
spite  of,  or  (as  I believe)  in  consequence  of  the 
drought,  heavier  crops  than  usual  have  been  made 
in  this  [St.  Helena]  parish  and  the  district  gene- 
rally; and  I learn  that  the  Sea  Island  crop  is  equal- 
ly good  in  Georgia.  The  harvest  is  so  nearly  over 
that  this  result  is  secure.  On  one  or  two  planta- 
tions three  bales  to  the  hand  will  be  the  average  of 
the  crops.  I hope  this  news,  as  far  as  it  goes,  will 
cheer  our  business  men  in  the  city. 

Agricultural  convention.  Orangeburg,  Nov.  4, 
1839.  At  a meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Orange- 
burgh  district,  convened  tor  the  purpose  of  nomi- 
nating deligates  to  attend  the  agricultural  conven- 
tion, to  be  held  in  Columbia,  on  the  fourth  Monday 
of  November,  inst.  the  following  persons  were  ap- 
pointed, to  wit: 

S.  B.  Dwight,  Wm.  P.  Russell,  Jacob  Stroman, 
John  M.  Felder,  Elisha  Tyler,  Sanders  Glover,  D. 
F.  Jamison,  Wm.  L.  Lewis,  Wm.  S.  Thompson, 
Jacob  M.  Dantzler  and  J.  J.  Wannamaker,  esqrs. 

S.  Glover,  chairman. 

V.  D.  V.  Jamison,  secretary. 

The  banks  of  Charleston.  It  has  been  ascertain- 
ed through  private  channels,  and  the  public  prints, 
that  a convention  of  a portion  of  these  banks  was 
lately  held  in  their  city,  to  devise  and  unite  on 
some  general  course  of  action,  for  the  settlement 
of  theii  own  differences,  and  the  aid  and  relief  of 
the  community,  in  its  present  unparalleled  diffi- 
culties. Every  body  knows,  that  if  the  banks,  in- 
stead of  uniting  all  their  power  to  aid  the  country, 
expend  their  strength  in  warring  upon  one  another, 
that  they  only  increase  the  distress  of  the  commu- 
nity, and  make  bankruptcies  and  ruin  more  cer- 
tain and  numerous.  We  have  procured  a copy  of 
the  proceedings  of  that  meeting,  which  are  as  fol- 
lows: 

Circular,  addressed  to  the  presidents  of  all  the  banks 
in  Charleston: 

Bank  of  Charleston,  S.  C.  October  23,  1839. 

Sir:  l have  the  honor  of  submitting  to  you  the 
enclosed  resolutions,  which  were  this  day  unani- 
mously adopted,  by  the  board  of  this  bank.  In 
doing  so,  I cannot  refrain  from  expressing  the  sin- 
cere gratification  that  I experience  ip  carrying  out 
their  views. 

I believe  that  this  community's  now  suffering  a 
most  intense  money  pressure,  that  threatens  to  in- 
vade and  destroy  all  those  invaluable  principles, 
by  which  credit  is  sustained,  and  commerce  foster- 
ed— that  if  protracted  longer,  it  will  involve  many 
valuable  citizens  in  undeserved  ruin;  and  that  it  is 
in  the  power  of  the  banks,  by  concert  of  action,  to 
avert  so  great  a calamity. 

I beg,  therefore,  to  solicit  your  earnest  attention 
to  the  subject,  and  feel  assured  that  you  will  fully 
reciprocate  the  feelings  and  intentions  of  the  board. 

1 am,  very  respectfully,  your  ob’t  servant, 

Ker  Boyce,  president. 

At  a meeting  of  the  following  banks,  viz:  Bank 
of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  bank  of  South  Ca- 
rolina, South  Western  Rail  Road  bank,  State  bank, 
and  Bank  of  Charleston,  S.  C. — held  at  the  Bank  of 
Charleston,  S.  C.  on  Friday,  the  25th  October, 
1839,  the  following  was  submitted  by  the  Bank  of 
Charleston,  as  a proposed  basis  of  action,  viz: 

1st.  That  the  banks  of  this  city  will  not  call  on 
each  other  for  balances,  until months  after  re- 

sumption; and  that  such  arrangements  be  adopted, 
for  interest  on  balances,  as  would  be  agreeable 
among  themselves. 

2d.  That  each  of  the  banks  of  this  city,  will 
discount  5 per  cent,  upon  their  respective  capitals, 
within  the  next  60  days,  or  sooner  if  practicable. 

The  first  resolution  was  lost — the  Bank  of 
Charleston,  and  the  Bank  of  the  State,  only,  voting 
in  the  affirmative. 

The  second  resolution  was  lost — the  Bank  of 
Charleston  only  voting  for  it. 

It  would  seem,  from  these  proceedings,  that  the 
Bank  ol  Charleston,  not  entertaining  an  idea  ofsus- 


pending  specie  payments,  offered  to  the  other  in- 
stitutions the  following  terms: 

1.  To  extend  discounts  to  5 per  cent,  upon  their 
respective  capitals,  (which  would  be  about  460,000 
dollars),  within  the  next  sixty  days. 

2.  That  the  banks  should  not  call  on  each  other 

for  balances,  until months  after  resumption. 

3.  That  such  arrangements  should  be  adopted, 
for  interest  on  balances,  as  would  be  agreeable 
amongst  themselves — that  is,  that  they,  the  suspend- 
ing banks,  which  are  a majority,  might  fix  the  rate 
of  interest. 

Now,  we  would  ask,  if  the  refusal  of  these  terms, 
was  made  with  the  view  of  forcing  the  Bank  of 
Charleston  to  suspend.'  (It  is  stated  to  be  well  un- 
derstood, that  the  suspending  banks  were  unwilling 
to  enter  into  any  arrangement  whatever  with  the 
Bank  of  Charleston,  unless  it  would  suspend  also)! 

If  so,  that  bank  has  only  done  its  duty,  in  not 
yielding,  and  the  others  have  strangely  violated  and 
'disregarded  theirs,  in  endeavoring  to  compel  or  in- 
duce it  to  such  a course;  nor  are  we  able  to  see 
w'hy  they  have  declined  to  accede  to  the  proposal, 
in  the  resolutions  offered  by  the  Bank  of  Charles- 
ton, not  to  call  on  each  other,  during  the  suspen- 
sion, or  till  such  time  after  resumption  as  they 
might  desire,  for  balances;  and  that  they  might, 
themselves,  determine  what  rate  of  interest  should 
be  paid  on  such  balances  as  might  occur.  Did  not 
this  proposition  put  it  into  their  power  to  protect 
themselves  from  being  called  on  for  balances,  and 
from  paying  unreasonable  interest?  What,  then, 
had  they  to  fear?  The  Bank  of  Charleston,  and  the 
Bank  of  the  State,  cannot  issue  a bill  of  their  own, 
without  having  it  returned  on  them  for  the  specie, 
immediately.  Their  only  chance,  for  a discount 
fund,  is  the  circulation  of  the  other,  or  suspending 
banks.  Is  it  any  injury  to  them,  that  they  shall 
provide  the  whole  circulating  medium?  The  peo- 
ple would  take  their  bills,  because  they  are  believed 
to  be  sound;  and  they  would  lose  neither  credit,  or 
profit,  by  supplying  the  entire  circulation,  and  have 
no  difficulty  in  resuming,  when  they  deem  it  expe- 
dient to  do  so,  under  the  arrangement  proposed  by 
the  Bank  of  Charleston. 

Why  then,  we  ask,  do  not  the  banks  in  Charles- 
ton meet  and  agree  on  some  such  terms?  Why 
waste  their  own  strength  and  resources  in  unpro- 
fitable, in  ruinous  intestine  broils  with  each  other? 
Why  are  the  merchants  ruined,  the  people  distress- 
ed, and  all  the  business  of  the  country  impeded,  by 
these  disagreements? 

It  is  somewhat  strange,  that,  notwithstanding  the 
facts  now  developed — notwithstanding  that  the 
Bank  of  Charleston  appears  to  have  been  the  only 
one  in  that  city,  excepting  the  Bank  of  the  State, 
that  has  done  its  duly,  or  manifested  any  disposi- 
tion to  relieve  the  community,  and  even  been  op- 
posed in  it  by  the  others — the  current  of  public 
opinion  and  feeling  here,  has  been  strongly,  decid- 
edly and  generally,  against  that  bank  alone,  and  in 
favor  of  the  suspending  banks!  Even  those  gene- 
rally looked  upon  as  its  friends,  at  length  joined, 
in  the  general  censure,  and  belief  that  it  alone  was 
accountable  for  the  bank  difficulties  in  Charleston 
and  oppressively  and  unfeelingly,  not  only  refused 
to  afford  relief  itself,  but  obstinately  persisted  in 
opposing  and  preventing  its  being  afforded  by 
others!  How  was  this?  Was  it,  that  the  Bank  of 
Charleston,  relying  on  (he  rectitude  of  its  course, 
and  the  justice  of  the  community,  made  no  effort 
to  operate  on  public  opinion;  w'hile  the  others, 
sensible  of  the  error  of  theirs,  and  that  their  only 
security  from  censure,  was  in  deluding  the  public, 
spared  no  effort,  with  all  their  advantages  of  num- 
bers, and  partizan  friends,  to  effect  it?  It  would 
seem  so.  How  else  are  we  to  account  for  it? 

With  no  motive  but  to  be  impartail,  it  was  with 
great  difficult)’  that  we  could  avoid  joining  public- 
ly in  the  general  censure  against  theBank  of 
Charleston;  and  should  dou.btless  have  done  so,  but 
for  our  want  of  room,  for  some  time  past;  and 
even  in  our  last,  with  the  statements  of  “Fair 
Play”  and  “Reflection”  before  us,  we  could 
noc  but  believe  that  there  were  “faults  on  both 
sides.”  Yet  where,  now,  is  any  evidence  of  fault 
on  the  part  of  the  Bank  of  Charleston?  and  how 
strongly  should  this  caution  the  public  against  giv- 
ing away  to  excitement  and  censure  against  any 
one,  on  mere  unauthenticated  rumors,  however  un- 
contradiijted,  for  the  time.  The  statements  refer- 
red to,  ai  e now  fully  substantiated  by  the  proceed- 
ings herein  published;  as  is  also  the  declaration  of 
Tuesday’s  Mercury,  that  they  “were  authentic, 
and  not  only  have  not  been,  but  will  not  be  gain- 
said.” 

A deep  responsibility  rests  on  the  suspending 
banks,  and  their  partizans,  for  the  general  decep- 
tion ol  the  community  here,  and  doubtless  through- 
out the  state;  and  for  the  great  consequent  injus- 
tice done  to  the  Bank  of  Charleston.  The  general 
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sense  of  this,  though  “not  loud,  but  deep,”  should 
warn  them  of  the  consequences,  and  the  propriety 
of  seizing  every  suitable  opportunity,  of  making 
the  amende  honorable,  to  the  injured  institution, 
and  outraged  community.  They  may  rest  assured, 
that  their  power  and  influence  will  not  be  again, 
what  it  has  been.  The  days  of  bank  supremacy 
are  numbered.  The  charm  of  general  confidence, 
and  ignorant,  humble,  almost  superstitious  defe- 
rence, is  dissolved.  The  hand  writing  is  on  the 

wall written  in  indelible  characters,  by  their  two 

recent  suspensions — and  so  plainly,  too,  that  “he 
who  runs,  may  read.”  Banks  will  exist  and  pros- 
per, hereafter,  only  by  the  correctness  of  their 
conduct,  and  their  usefulness  to  the  public,  rather 
than  by  the  blind  confidence  and  ignorance  of  the 
community— by  being  the  obliging,  humble  and 
efficient  servants  of  the  people,  rather  than  their 
lordly,  capricious,  and  oppressive  masters. 

GEORGIA. 

The  message  of  governor  Gilmer  to  the  legisla- 
ture, written  with  much  simplicity  and  force,  opens 
with  a mention  of  the  claims  which  the  state  of 
Georgia  has  upon  the  general  government  for  the 
payment  of  her  militia  employed  in  the  Florida  war. 
These  claims  have  not  been  acknowledged  by  the 
United  States.  ' 

The  legislature  is  urged  to  make  some  modifica- 
tion of  the  law  defining  the  crime  of  murder,  and 
prescribing  its  punishment.  Pardons  have  been  so 
uniformly°granted  to  convicts  for  murder,  whose 
guilt  has  been  unattended  by  circumstances  of  great 
atrocity,  as  to  prove  conclusively  that  some  other 
means  than  sentences  of  death  must  be  provided  to 
secure  society  against  such  crimes.  It  is  recom- 
mended to  make  two  distinct  classes  of  the  crimes 
which  are  now  included  in  the  definition  of  murder, 
and  award  to  offences  of  lesser  degree  the  penalty  of 
confinement  in  the  penitentiary. 

The  route  of  the  Western  and  Atlantic  rail  road 
has  been  fixed  upon  throughout;  one  hundred  miles 
of  the  grading  and  masonry  are  completed,  except 
a small  distance  which  will  be  soon  finished.  The 
entire  cost  of  the  road  up  to  the  first  of  October  last 
has  been  one  million  three  hundred  and  twenty 
thousand  one  hundred  and  forty-eight  dollars.  Of 
this  sum,  all  except  $250,000  was  obtained  by  the 
sale  of  state  stocks,  according  to  the  acts  of  1837 
and  183S.  The  legislature  is  urged  to  provide  for 
the  payment  of  this  balance  due  to  the  contractors 
on  the  road.  The  governor  recommends  the  vigor- 
ous prosecution  ef  this  work,  and  in  the  present 
difficulties  of  the  times,  when  money  can  hardly  be 
procured  on  the  credit  of  the  state  abroad,  he  ad- 
vises that  the  legislature  authorise  the  board  of  com- 
missioners to  accept  of  the  proposal  which  has  been 
made  by  the  contractors  now  at  work  on  the  road, 
to  receive  six  per  cent,  stock  of  the  state  in  pay- 
ment for  its  construction. 

Various  local  matters  are  mentioned.  The  agent, 
Mr.  Howard,  who  had  been  sent  to  England  to  pro- 
cure copies  of  the  colonial  records  relating  to  the 
early  history  of  Georgia,  has  placed  in  the  executive 
office  nineteen  manuscript  volumes  as  the  result  of 
his  labors.  The  survey  of  the  state  geologist  not 
having  been  completed,  an  additional  appropriation 
is  requested  to  enable  him  to  finish  a thorough  explo- 
ration of  the  state.  It  is  announced  that  the  edifice 
now  in  progress  of  erection  for  a lunatic  asylum 
will  be  completed  before  the  next  session  of  the  le- 
gislature. There  are  at  present  one  hundred  and 
sixty  convicts  in  the  penitentiary.  The  message 
advises  some  alteration  of  the  rules  relative  to  this 
institution,  by  which  the  unrestrained  daily  commu- 
nication which  is  now  permitted  among  the  convicts 
may  be  prohibited.  The  law  granting  a premium 
of  fifty  cents  for  each  pound  of  silk  cocoons  raised 
in  the  state  is  thought  to  be  impolitic.  The  silk 
culture  is  deemed  capable  of  taking  care  of  itself. 

The  annual  appropriations  from  various  funds  for 
purposes  of  general  education,  amount  to  about  six- 
ty thousand  dollars— a sum  which  is  deemed  wholly 
inadequate  to  the  wants  of  the  state.  The  governor 
is  of  opinion  that  the  present  system  of  education 
should  be  thoroughly  amended  or  abandoned  alto- 
gether. , 

Perhaps  the  most  important  part  of  the  message 
is  that  which  relates  to  the  proceedings  between  the 
states  of  Georgia  and  Maine,  in  the  case  of  Phil- 
brook  and  Kelleran,  who  were  demanded  by  the 
former  state  from  the  latter,  on  the  charge  of  entic- 
ing away  certain  negro  slaves  on  board  their  vessel. 
The  state  of  Maine  having  declined  giving  them  up. 

Referring  to  the  subject  governor  Gilmer  pro- 
ceeds as  follows: 

“The  conduct  of  the  legislature  of  Maine,  and  the 
previous  conduct  of  governor  Dunlap  and  governor 
Kent  prove  conclusively  that  the  opposition  to  the 
institution  of  slavery  is  so  great  among  the  people 
of  that  state,  that  their  public  authorities  are  pre- 
vented from  obeying  the  injunctions  of  the  consti- 


tution of  the  United  States,  when  required  to  deli- 
ver up  fugitives  from  justice,  charged  with  the  crime 
of  violating  the  right  of  property  in  slaves.  This 
state  must  therefore  protect  by  its  own  authority, 
the  rights  of  its  citizens  in  slave  property  against 
the  disposition  of  the  people  of  Maine,  to  violate 
them.  For  this  purpose  you  will  be  justified  in  de- 
claring by  law,  that  all  citizens  of  Maine  who  may 
come  within  the  jurisdiction  of  this  state,  on  board 
of  any  vessel  as  owners,  officers  or  mariners,  shall 
be  considered  as  doing  so  with  the  intent  to  commit 
the  crime  of  seducing  negro  slaves  from  their  own- 
ers, and  be  dealt  with  accordingly  by  the  officers  of 
justice. 

“I  have  not  called  a convention  of  the  people  of  the 
state  to  take  into  consideration  the  course  they  ought 
to  pursue  in  maintaining  their  rights  in  consequence 
of  the  refusal  of  Maine  to  do  them  justice,  as  di- 
rected by  the  resolutions  of  the  legislature,  passed 
at  its  session  of  1837,  for  the  reason  that  the  legis- 
lature failed  to  provide  for  the  expenses  of  such  a 
convention,  and  because  a convention  for  another 
object  had  already  been  called  by  the  legislature, 
and  its  proceedings  submitted  to  the  people  for  rati- 
fication. 

“Your  attention  is  called  to  a law  which  has  been 
passed  by  the  legislature  of  the  state  of  New  York, 
to  authorise  the  arrest  and  detention  of  fugitives 
from  justice  from  other  states  and  the  territories  of 
the  United  States,  a copy  of  which  the  legislature 
of  New  York  has  caused  to  be  transmitted  to  the 
governors  of  each  of  the  states,  in  order  that  simi- 
lar laws  may  be  passed  by  all  the  states.  The  copy 
received  at  this  department  accompanies  this  mes- 
sage. I also  lay  before  you  copies  of  very  interest- 
ing proceedings  of  the  legislatures  of  the  state  of 
South  Carolina  and  the  state  of  New  Jersey,  in  re- 
lation to  the  controversy  between  this  state  and  the 
state  of  Maine.” 

The  message  concludes  with  references  to  subjects 
of  local  interest,  mentioning  some  desirable  amend- 
ments to  the  constitution,  and  recommending  a re- 
vision of  the  financial  system  of  the  state. 

The  message  dwells  at  some  length  upon  the  sus- 
pension of  specie  payments  by  the  banks.  While 
it  is  thought  advisable  that  no  forfeiture  of  charters 
should  be  exacted  of  these  institutions,  the  governor 
recommends  the  enactment  of  some  additional  re- 
strictions and  conditions  by  which  the  operations  of 
banking  may  be  brought  under  stricter  regulation. 

[Balt.  Amer. 

ALABAMA.  - 

The  committee  of  citizens  of  Mobile  appoint- 
ed to  receive  donations  for  the  benefit  of  the  suf- 
ferers by  fire  at  that  place,  acknowledge  the  receipt 
$21,209. 

Mobile.  The  Advertiser  of  the  5th  instant  says: 
We  did  not  hear  yesterday  of  a single  death,  nor  a 
new  case  of  fever  either  in  town  or  the  vicinity. — 
Absentees  are  coming  in  thick  upon  us,  and  the 
streets  present  nearly  as  thronged  and  busy  appear- 
ance as  in  mid-winter.  The  weather  however  con- 
tinues unfavorable,  and  we  trust  that  none  will  be 
unmindful  of  the  great  precautions  that  are  still 
necessary. 

Business  was  assuming  an  active  character  at 
Mobile.  Thecropof  cotton,  itis  estimated,  will  be  so 
good  that  the  exports  of  that  port  this  year  will  ex- 
ceed those  of  the  last  by  60,000  to  100,000  bales. 

A letter  from  Mount  Pleasant,  Monroe  county, 
Alabama,  to  the  editor  of  the  Register,  furnishes 
the  following  information  respecting  the  commis- 
sion of  a murder  near  that  place: 

“On  the  evening  of  the  17th  instant  Mr.  John 
Bradford,  who  lives  below  this  place,  and  very  near 
Little  river,  was  shot  dead  while  rising  from  the 
supper  table,  twelve  buck  shot  entered  his  head, 
killing  him  instantly.  A young  man,  a carpenter, 
who  was  also  at  table,  whose  name  is  not  remem- 
bered, was  also  killed  at  the  time,  one  buck  shot 
having  entered  his  temple.  The  latter  is  supposed 
to  have  been  accidentally  killed.  It  is  not  known 
who  perpetrated  the  deed,  although  some  two  or 
three  persons  have  been  taken  up  on  suspicion, 
but  discharged.  There  has  been  for  some  time 
past  an  enmity  between  two  families  here;  this  one 
and  the  Lambert  family.  One  of  the  Bradfords 
murdered  last  August  one  of  the  Lamberts — a re- 
ward is  now  offered  for  his  apprehension — it  is 
probable  that  they  either  did  it  themselves  or  had 
it  done.” 

MISSISSIPPI. 

The  election  for  governor  and  for  two  represen- 
tatives to  congress,  from  this  state,  took  place  on 
the  first  Monday  in  November.  We  have  the  fol- 
lowing returns  from  Jackson  county,  by  the  New 
Orleans  Louisianian  of  the  9th: 

Administration.  Whig. 

For  governor — A.  G.  McNutt,  215  E.  Turner,  1 
For  congress — Brown,  201  Bingham,  1 

Thompson,  197  Davis,  0 


At  the  congressional  election  in  April  1838,  Pren- 
tiss received  10  votes  and  Word  3 — Claiborne  56 
and  Davis  44.  At  the  election  in  the  fall  previous 
Claiborne  147  and  Gholson  141  votes-— Prentiss  7 
and  Word  1. 


From  another  direction  we  have  the  following  re* 
turns  from  Adams  county: 

Administration.  Whig. 

A.  G.  Brown,  379  A.  L.  Bingham,  615 
J.  Thompson,  379  R.  Davis,  537 

Warren  and  Wilkinson,  and  the  river  counties 
generally,  are  said  also  to  have  given  large  majori- 
ties for  the  whigs,  which,  however,  may  be  more 
than  counterbalanced  by  the  heavy  votes  which  the 
northern  counties  will  have  undoubtedly  thrown  for 
the  administration. 

Later — The  following  table  shows  the  canvass  for 
governor,  as  far  as  we  have  heard: 

1839.  1838. 


Adams, 

Whig. 

Adm. 

Whig. 

Adm. 

639 

356 

693 

299 

Jackson, 

I 

215 

9 

133 

Warren, 

794 

432 

773 

264 

Lowndes, 

616 

621 

604 

532 

Noxubee, 

425 

409 

42  maj 

2,475 

2,033 

2,079 

1,270 

2,033 

1,270 

442 

809 

442 

Administration  gain  367 

The  New  Orleans  Louisianian  of  the  14th,  pub- 
lishes a letter  from  Vicksburg  dated  on  the  7th  in- 
stant, which  says  that  the  administration  ticket  had 
succeeded  in  Hinds  county;  and,  if  so,  we  have  no 
doubt  they  have  carried  the  state,  as  Hinds,  at  the 
last  election,  gave  a very  large  majority  for  the 
whigs.  The  Vicksburg  Whig  of  the  8th  instant  is 
silent  on  the  subject. 

Loafers.  At  Natchez  it  seems  they  are  turning 
the  loafers  to  some  good  account.  A squad  of  the 
ragged  gentry  were  taken  up  under  the  hill  a few 
days  ago,  and  after  mature  deliberation  on  their 
case  were  sent  to  the  hospital.  The  attending 
physician  finding  that  his  new  patients  stood  in 
need  of  no  medicine  set  them  to  work,  for  the  be- 
nefit of  their  health,  in  waiting  upon  the  sick,  and 
doing  services  about  the  establishment.  The  regi- 
men proved  very  wholesome,  but  not  altogether  pa- 
latable to  the  invalids.  The  Courier  says,  the  only 
difficulty  is,  that  they  have  to  be  very  closely  watch- 
ed to  prevent  them  from  “Swartwouting.” 


LOUISIANA. 

Governor  Roman  and  family  arrived  in  the  city 
yesterday,  and  will  remain  during  the  winter. 

[New  Orleans  True  American. 

Appointments  by  the  governor.  George  R.  Waters 
esq.  to  be  parish  judge  for  the  parish  of  Rapides, 
vice  Wm.  S.  Johnston,  dceased. 

James  Morgan  (member  of  the  legislature  from 
Opelousas),  to  be  sheriff  of  the  parish  of  St.  Lan- 
dry, vice  Lewis  Andrus  deceased. 

The  New  Orleans  True  American  of  the  5th  says: 
Hon.  Edward  D.  White  has  been  in  town  for  a day 
or  two,  and  is  on  the  point  of  leaving  for  Washing- 
ton. 

Hon.  Rice  Garland  will  be  here  on  his  way  to 
Washington  in  the  course  of  next  week. 

Judge  Chinn  will  probably  leave  for  the  seat  of 
government  in  company  with  Mr.  Garland,  and 
without  accident  will  be  (here  to  vote  foraspeaker. 

Suspension.  The  Lousianian,  (adm.)  says — 

“Suspension  was  resorted  to  in  order  to  save 
some  of  the  banks  from  the  necessity  of  closing 
their  doors — this  is  the  only  true  cause  of  the  mea- 
sure. The  solvent  institutions,  which  apprehend 
no  such  catastrophe  to  themselves,  were  induced 
to  acquiesce  in  it  by  the  fear  of  losing  the  sums 
which  the  others  are  indebted  to  them,  and  in  the 
meantime  they  incur  the  damage  and  disgrace  of  a 
step,  which  they  would  gladly  avoid,  while  they 
are  aware  that  it  cannot  answer  the  purpose  in  view, 
and  that  sooner  or  later  the  loss  must  inevitably  fall 
upon  them.  They  suffered  themselves  to  be  drag- 
ged into  a situation  in  which  they  cannot  make  good 
to  their  stockholders  a cent' of  dividend,  and  are 
obliged  to  pay  their  creditors  nine  dollars  in  ten  on 
the  amount  of  their  promissory  notes!  The  insol- 
vent banks  again  are  operated  upon  by  the  fear  of 
losing  the  amountof  debts  due  to  them  by  insolvent 
houses,  whose  enormous  and  unlawful  borrowings 
were  mainly  the  cause  of  the  present  financial  cri- 
sis, and  the  embarrassments  of  the  banks.  Some 
of  the  insolvent  houses  are  stockolders  in  the  crip- 
pled banks  to  a vast  amount,  and  a great  part  of 
their  immense  loans  was  obtained  bj  pledging  their 
stocks.  The  loans  in  some  instances  far  exceed  in 
amount  the  value  of  the  stock  in  its  present  depre- 
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ciated  condition;  but  the  insolvent  houses,  although 
they  are  debarred  from  exercising  the  first  right  ot 
ownership  over  it — that  of  selling  or  conveying  it— 
are  still  the  nominal  holders,  and  are  privileged  to 
vote  upon  it  in  the  whole  amount  at  elections  for 
directors.  This  is  the  root  of  the  evil.  These  votes 
of  insolvent  owners  of  stock  effect  the  choice  of  of- 
ficers of  the  banks  and  control  their  management 
and  policy,  and  accordingly  they  are  conducted  in 
such  a manner  as  to  promote  the  fancied  interests 
of  those  who  control  them,  in  defiance  of  justice 
and  good  faith,  to  the  disgrace  of  the  institutions, 
the  destruction  of  their  credit  and  the  delapidation 
of  the  funds  entrusted  to  them  by  the  rest  of  the 
stockholders. 

Thus  all  the  financial  distress  of  the  community 
is  traced  to  the  sinister  influence  of  some  half  dozen 
broken  firms  upon  the  banks.  These  broken  firms 
control  the  insolvent  banks,  of  whose  ruin  they 
are  the  principal  cause;  the  insolvent  banks  control 
the  solvent  banks  through  the  apprehensions  of  the 
latter  that  a general  resumption  of  specie  payments 
would  disable  the  others  from  paying  their  notes. — 
But  if  the  evil  were  caused  and  if  it  be  continued 
by  the  insolvent  houses,  it  is  plain  that  the  remedy 
is  in  the  hands  of  the  insolvent  banks.  Dissolve  all 
connexion  with  institutions  that  are  unable  to  re- 
deem their  obligations — leave  them  to  their  fate, 
and  go  to  work  each  on  its  proper  funds.  This  is 
the  first  step — it  is  indispensable — and  without  it 
nothing  will  avail  to  restore  soundness  to  the  cur- 
rency or  confidence  to  the  banks.  True,  it  will  be 
a searching  and  terrible  application  to  the  wounds 
of  some  institutions.  But  is  it  not  imperative- 
ly demanded  by  a regard  to  public  welfare,  and  to 
the  true  interest  of  the  stockholders?  The  insol- 
vent houses  will  never  bring  their  concerns  to  a 
close  without  coercion  of  some  kind,  and  in  the 
meantime  they  are  supporting  a style  of  extrava- 
gant living,  that  is  rapidly  consuming  those  assets 
that  ought  to  be  in  the  hands  of  their  creditors. — 
The  lots  and  other  real  estate,  purchased  with 
money  loaned  by  the  banks  yet  payable,  are  daily 
decreasing  in  value,  while  the  interest  accumulates 
at  a compound  ratio — for  the  notes  are  renewed 
with  the  addition  of  the  interest  incurred.  They 
have  good  debts  due  to  them  from  planters,  but 
these,  as  they  are  collected,  may  be  appropriated  to 
any  purpose  other  than  the  liquidation  of  just 
claims. 

They  may  be  employed  in  paying  notes  for 
swamp  notes  for  swamp  lots  that  will  never  be 
worth  their  stipulated  price;  and  besides,  those 
debts  may  in  almost  every  case  be  collected  with  at 
least  as  much  facility  and  expedition  by  the  creditors 
of  him  to  whom  they  are  due,  as  by  himself.  In  every 
point  of  view  in  which  the  matter  may  be  regarded, 
it  is  manifestly  the  dictate  of  a wise  and  prudent 
foresight  that  the  banks  should  bring  those  to  a set- 
tlement, from  whose  sense  of  right  nothing  may  be 
reasonably  expected  hereafter.  The  lapse  of  every 
day  diminishes  their  means  of  paying, — and  lessens 
whatever  amount  the  banks  or  other  creditors  are 
to  receive — while  the  whole  community,  from  this 
misplaced  and  feeble  lenity  towards  half  a dozen 
individuals,  are  enduring  an  unparalleled  degree  of 
distress. — The  directors  of  the  solvent  banks  owe 
it  to  their  country,  to  their  friends,  to  themselves, 
to  change  this  condition  of  things  and  to  remedy 
the  evils  of  the  times.  Should  the  New  York  banks 
hold  out  a few  weeks  longer,  no  option  will  be  left 
them,  and  they  will  be  forced  to  resume  by  the  exi- 
gency of  public  opinion,  and  the  imminent  danger 
of  sustaining  a greater  loss  than  the  amount  of  all 
the  rotten  bank  paper  in  their  possession,  that  now 
appals  them  and  deters  them  from  acting  like  men 
of  nerve.” 

TENNESSEE. 

Gov.  Polk’s  message  to  the  legislature  of  Ten- 
nessee, was  read  before  the  two  houses  on  the  22d 
of  last  month.  The  message  treats  largely  upon  the 
financial  difficulties  of  the  state,  the  beginning  of 
which  was  in  1837;  and  they  are  ascribed  to  the 
fact  that,  the  abundant  crop  of  the  preceding  year 
bearing  high  prices,  the  “planters  made  their  calcu- 
lations upon  these  prices,  purchased  property  and 
contracted  liabilities  upon  the  credit  of  their  crops, 
made  improvements  and  enlarged  their  expenses;” 
merchants  also  bought  at  these  prices,  when  the 
value  of  the  article  suddenly  fell  in  Europe,  causing 
a great  revulsion  which  affected  all  interests  in  the 
commonwealth.  The  suspension  of  the  banks  is  al- 
luded to,  and  it  is  strenuously  urged  upon  these  in- 
stitutions that  the  conditions  of  their  charters  and 
the  interests  of  the  community  require  a speedy  re- 
sumption of  specie  payments.  In  reference  to  the 
suspension  of  the  Union  and  Planters’  banks,  it  is 
suggested  that  the  occasion  may  be  a fit  one  to  im- 
pose upon  those  institutions  such  additional  restric- 
tions as  the  public  safety  may  require,  and  as  expe- 
rience may  have  shown  to  be  necessary  and  proper, 


as  the  conditions  of  the  continuance  of  their  corpo- 
rate privileges. 

The  message  takes  ground  that  it  is  an  error  to 
attribute  the  revulsions  of  1837  to  the  action  of  the 
federal  government.  The  cause  is  alleged  to  lie  in 
the  overaction  of  business  in  all  branches  of  trade, 
and  in  excessive  credits  and  bank  issues,  which  had 
stimulated  to  wild  and  disastrous  speculation;  and 
particular  importance  is  attributed  to  the  fact  that 
the  importations  into  the  U.  States  during  the  year 
183S  amounted  to  sixty  millions’of  dollars  above  the 
value  of  the  exported  produce  of  the  country.  The 
large  purchase  of  public  lands,  mostly  wild  ar.d  un- 
productive, are  mentioned  in  the  same  connection. 
The  only  substantial  and  permanent  relief  for  the 
evil  complained  of  “is  to  be  found,”  says  gov.  Polk, 
“in  habits  of  economy  and  industry,  and  in  the  pro- 
ductive labor  of  our  people.  We  have  purchased 
at  the  eastern  cities,  and  brought  into  the  state  a 
greater  amount  of  merchandise  than  we  have  ex- 
ported produce  to  pay  for,  and  the  consequence  is 
that  an  unliquidated  eastern  debt  hangs  over  us. — 
The  exports  of  every  country  constitute  the  basis 
upon  which  bills  of  exchange  are  drawn  to  pay  for 
its  imports.  Exchanges  will  always  be  at  high  rates 
and  difficult  to  obtain  when  we  have  no  produce  or 
other  fund  upon  which  to  draw.” 

It  is  mentioned  that  the  bonds  of  the  state  to  the 
amount  of  two  and  a half  millions  of  dollars,  created 
by  the  act  of  the  legislature,  were  issued  and  deli- 
vered to  the  president  and  directors  of  the  bank  of 
Tennessee,  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the 
act.  The  bank  sold  and  disposed  of  one  million  of 
the  bonds,  but  retained  and  still  holds  the  remaining 
million  and  a half  unsold.  The  message  suggests 
that  if  the  million  and  a halt,  now  on  hand,  be  dis- 
posed of,  the  bank  would  be  enabled  by  the  increase 
other  available  metallic  capital, safely  to  afford  such 
additional  facilities  as  would  be  required  to  relieve 
the  immediate  pressure,  until  the  proceeds  of  sales 
of  the  present  crop  may  yield  more  solid  and  dura- 
ble relief. 

The  measures  of  restricting  the  issues  of  bank 
notes  to  denominations  above  five  dollars  is  recom- 
mended, and  it  is  believed  by  the  governor  that  if 
the  general  assembly  shall  think  proper  to  impose 
any  additional  limitations  upon  banking  corpora- 
tions, none  will  be  found  to  be  more  important  than 
this. 

The  subject  of  internal  improvements  is  dwelt 
upon,  and  the  assembly  is  reminded  of  the  obliga- 
tion which  the  state  is  under  of  meeting  her  sub- 
scriptions to  authorised  works  now  in  progress  to 
the  amount  of  half  the  capital  of  each  company  in- 
corporated for  such  purposes — provided  the  sum  to 
be  subscribed  shall  not  exceed  four  millions  of  dol- 
lars. The  institution  of  a board  of  public  works  is 
recommended. 

The  state  debt  is  only  $1,763,666  2-3; — includ- 
ing the  internal  improvement  bonds  hitherto  issued, 
it  amounts  to  $2,666,166  2-3. 

The  amount  of  the  “common  school  fund”  is  nrj 
stated.  It  is  in  Tennessee  a “perpetual  fund,”  the 
principal  of  which,  the  constitution  declares,  shall 
never  be  diminished  by  legislative  appropriation. 

The  message  informs  the  assembly  of  the  neces- 
sity of  prescribing  by  law  during  its  present  session, 
some  mode  of  choosing  electors  to  vote  for  president 
and  vice  president  of  the  United  States  at  the  next 
election — the  former  act  on  that  subject  having 
been  of  temporary  bearing. 

The  lunatic  asylum  of  the  state  is  commended  to 
the  attention  of  the  assembly. 

Tennessee  legislature.  From  the  Nashville  Union. 
Resolutions  of  instruction.  The  following  is  a copy 
of  the  preamble  and  resolutions  introduced  into  the  i 
senate  on  Friday,  by  the  hon.  Mr  Coe,  of  Fayette. 
They  embody  (says  the  Tennessee  administration ! 
paper  from  which  we  extract)  sentiments  to  which 
every  true  republican  in  the  country,  who  has  given 
the  various  subjects  of  which  they  treat,  candid  and 
dispassionate  consideration,  must  cordially  respond: 

Whereas  the  general  assembly  of  the  state  of 
Tennessee  have,  on  various  occasions,  when  in  their 
opinion  the  great  public  interests  of  the  country  de- 
manded it,  expressed  in  the  most  solemn  form  their 
views  in  regard  to  questions  of  a national  character 
involving  the  welfare  ot  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  and  have  at  all  times,  when  deemed  necessa- 
ry to  give  practical  effect  to  the  sentiments  which 
they  entertained,  availed  themselves  of  the  power 
which  legitimately,  and  in  conformity  with  long  es- 
tablished republican  usage  throughout  the  union, 
belonged  to  them,  of  instructing  their  senators  and 
requesting  their  representatives  in  congress  to  carry 
out,  as  to  specific  measures,  their  declared  wishes; 
and  whereas  the  extraordinary  circumstances  which 
have  existed  for  the  last  few  years  in  the  financial 
and  commercial  interests  of  the  United  States,  re- 
main unabated,  and  under  causes  of  increased  ex- 
citement and  difficulty,  originating,  as  we  believe, 


in  the  same  vast  source  of  public  mischief;  and 
whereas  we  do  solemnly  believe  that  to  that  source, 
the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States,  is  in  a great  de- 
gree to  be  attributed  the  oppressive  calamities  under 
which  we  have  suffered  and  through  which  we  are 
now  actually  passing;  and  whereas  during  the  his- 
tory of  the  last  few  years  we  have  seen  this  mam- 
moth moneyed  power  struggling  almost  with  suc- 
cess against  the  government,  and  wielding  a power 
in  the  production  of  panic  and  disaster,  that,  in  the 
language  of  its  boldest  advocates,  we  were  pro- 
nounced to  be  in  the  midst  of  a revolution,  and  the 
terrible  evils  which  we  have  not  only  been  taught  it 
may  inflict,  and  the  present  admonitions,  which  pro- 
ceed from  the  last  throes  and  agonies  of  that  expir- 
ing power,  justify  us  and  demand  at  the  hands  of 
the  general  assembly,  who  should  truly  be  the  guar- 
dians of  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  the  people, 
any  effect  which  can  in  any  wise  strengthen  the 
councils  of  the  nation  against  the  recurrence  of  simi- 
lar causes  and  results,  and  which  may  encourage 
the  administration  of  the  country  to  adhere  to  its 
existing  wise  and  prudent  policy  in  regard  to  this 
great  and  absorbing  subject:  and 

Whereas  the  constitution  of  (he  United  Slates 
contemplates  a treasury  to  be  held  by  the  govern- 
ment wholly  free  from  any  necessary  connection 
with  banks,  and  (he  present  crisis  as  well  as  times 
past  have  demonstrated  the  wisdom  of  such  a mea- 
sure: this  general  assembly  do  most  fully  approve 
the  policy  heretofore  recommended  by  the  president 
of  the  United  States  in  relation  to  what  has  been  de- 
nominated an  independent  treasury,  and  believe  that 
the  passage  of  the  measure  brought  forward  in  the 
last  congress,  or  some  similar  system,  upon  this  sub- 
ject, would  be  not  only  prudent  but  is  absolutely 
demanded  by  the  peculiar  and  remarkable  vicissi- 
tudes which  have  acted  powerfully  upon  the  cur- 
rency and  commerce  of  our  country;  and  further 
that  such  a measure  would  contribute  to  the  more 
permanent  stability  of  our  institutions,  the  indepen- 
dence of  the  government  for  all  purposes  of  peace 
and  war,  to  check  the  wild  and  extravagant  spirit  of 
the  age  that  has  come  upon  us  with  a reckless  fury, 
and  would  ultimately  tend  to  bring  us  back  to  sober 
reflection,  steady  pursuits,  and  the  confirm  posses- 
sion of  an  ample  prosperity:  and 

Whereas  this  general  assembly  do  believe,  that 
the  public  domain  of  the  United  States  should  not 
be  treated  by  the  general  government  as  a mere 
source  for  the  acquisition  of  money  to  the  public 
treasury,  but  by  reducing  the  price  to  reasonable 
and  moderate  rates  should  rather  be  regarded  as  the 
great  and  extensive  means  of  encouragement  to  the 
augmentation  of  our  population,  and  the  reward  of 
the  laborer,  the  husbandman,  (by  the  grant  of  pre- 
emption rights)  who  in  times  of  peril  will  be  a pow- 
erful bulwark  to  the  frontier,  and  the  right  arm  of 
safety  and  defence  against  the  hostile  invasion  of  a 
foreign  foe:  and 

Whereas  the  liberty  of  speech  and  the  freedom  of 
the  press  are  considered  as  invaded  directly  or  by 
implication  in  the  provisions  of  a bill  which  was 
brought  before  the  senate  of  the  United  States  at  the 
last  session  of  congress,  entitled  “a  bill  to  prevent 
the  interference  of  certain  federal  officers  in  elec- 
tions:” and 

Whereas,  the  people  of  the  United  States  have 
long  paid  a tribute  of  millions  to  the  monopolists  of 
salt,  under  the  tax  which  has  been  imposed  upon 
the  foreign  importations  of  that  necessary  article, 
whereby  the  quantity  which  would  otherwise  have 
been  introduced  into  the  United  States  has  been  di- 
minished, and  the  price  to  the  consumer  increased: 
and 

Whereas,  reviewing  the  history  of  our  govern- 
ment for  the  last  ten  years,  a period  which  will  be 
remarkable  through  all  future  time,  and  looking 
round  upon  the  events  now  being  daily  developed, 
this  general  assembly  have  reasons  to  congratulate’ 
the  country  that  its  destinies  were  cast,  at”  the  ap- 
proach of  the  great  and  trying  events  which  have 
within  that  period  rapidly  succeeded  each  other,  in 
the  hands  of  our  venerable  and  patriotic  fellow  citi- 
zen, Andrew  Jackson:  and  whereas,  his  policy  be- 
gan the  restoration  of  that  system  which  was  hailed 
in  1800,  as  the  establishment  of  sound' principles, 
and  was  steadily  pursued  by  him,  and  transmitted 
with  the  impress  of  his  character,  to  the  hands 
of  his  distinguished  successor:  and  whereas,  the 
firm  and  patient  wisdom  of  the  present  chief  magis- 
trate, pursuing  the  same  policy,  has  successfully 
conducted  our  domestic  and  foreign  relations  in  the 
midst  of  peculiar  and  very  extraordinary  difficulties: 
Therefore,  be  it 

1.  Resolved  by  the  general  assembly  of  the  state  of 
Tennessee,  That  our  senators  in  congress  be  instruc- 
ted, and  our  representatives  requested  to  vote  against 
the  chartering  by  congress  of  a national  bank? 

2.  Resolved  further,  That  our  senators  in  congress 
be  instructed,  and  our  representatives  requested,  to 
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vote  for,  and  to  use  all  fair  and  proper  exertions  to 
procure  the  passage  of  the  measure  brought  forward 
m the  congress  of  the  United  States,  commonly 
called  the  sub-treasury  bill,  or  the  independent  trea- 
sury bill,  the  object  of  which  wa3  to  separate  the  col- 
lection, keeping  and  disbursement  of  the  public 
money  from  all  banks,  so  as  to  make  the  treasury  of 
the  United  States  independent  of  all  banks,  as  re- 
commended by  the  president  of  the  United  States  in 
his  several  messages  communicated  to  the  last  con- 
gress of  the  United  States. 

3.  Resolved Jurther,  That  this  general  assembly 
doth  unqualifiedly  condemn  the  provisions  of  a bill 
heretofore  before  the  senate  of  the  Uuited  States  at 
its  last  session,  entitled  “an  act  to  prevent  the  inter- 
ference of  certain  federal  officers  in  elections,” 
which  bill  this  general  assembly  doth  declare  to  be 
a violation  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States, 
which  provide  that  “congress  shall  pass  no  law 
abridging  the  freedom  of  speech  and  of  the  press,” 
and  they  do  as  unqualifiedly  condemn  the  vote  given 
in  favor  of  said  bill  by  the  senators  in  congress  from 
this  state,  and  our  said  senators  in  congress  are  here- 
by instructed,  and  our  representatives  requested,  to 
vote  against,  and  to  use  all  fair  and  proper  exertions 
to  prevent  the  passage  of  the  same,  or  any  similar 
bill  which  may  be  brought  before  the  next  congress. 

4.  Resolved  further,  That  our  senators  in  con- 
gress be  instructed  and  our  representatives  requested 
to  vot&against  the  measure  heretofore  brought  before 
congress,  which  had  for  its  object  the  distribution 
among  the  states  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands,  and  that  they  be  further  instructed  to 
vote  for  and  use  all  fair  and  proper  exertions  to  pro- 
cure the  passage  of  a law  for  the  graduation  and  re- 
duction of  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  and  for  grant- 
ing pre-emption  rights  to  the  settlers  thereon. 

5.  Resolved  further.  That  our  senators  in  congress 
be  instructed,  and  our  representatives  requested,  to 
vote  for  and  use  all  fair  and  proper  exertions  to  pro- 
cure the  passage  of  a law  repealing  the  duties  on  im- 
ported salt. 

6.  Resolved  further,  That  this  general  assembly 
doth  heartily  approve  the  leading  measures  and  poli- 
cy of  the  administrations  of  Andrew  Jackson  and 
Martin  Van  Buren,  and  our  senators  in  congress  are 
hereby  instructed,  and  our  representatives  requested 
to  support  in  good  faith,  the  leading  measures  and 
policy  brought  forward  and  advocated  by  the  present 
president  of  the  United  States,  and  to  use  all  fair  and 

' proper  exertions  to  carry  out,  sustain  and  accomplish 
the  same. 

7.  And  resolved  further,  That  the  governor  be  re- 
quested to  transmit  to  each  of  our  senators  and  re- 
presentatives in  congress  a copy  of  the  foregoing  pre- 
amble and  resolutions. 

KENTUCKY. 

Kentuclcy  internal  improvements.  At  the  desire  of 
gov.  Wickliffe,  a large  meeting  took  place,  October 
29th,  at  Louisville,  on  the  subject  of  a loan  from  the 
citizens,  to  carry  on  the  works  of  internal  improve- 
ment. The  meeting  was  eloquently  addressed  by 
the  governor,  and  by  ex-governor  Morehead,  which 
latter,  deprecating,  with  the  former,  the  unground- 
ed apprehensions  of  creating  a dangerous  state  debt, 
also  said,  in  addition,  that  the  whole  amount  that 
has  been  expended  so  far  in  the  prosecution  of  state 
improvements,  and  what  is  necessary  to  the  com- 
pletion of  the  works  contemplated,  will  not  exceed 
$8,000,000,  and  that  there  would  then  be  nearly 
1,000  miles  of  turnpike  road  and  about  700  miles  of 
slack-water  navigation. 

OHIO. 

The  governor  of  Ohio  has  appointed  the  14th  of 
December  next  to  be  observed  as  a day  of  thanks- 
giving and  prayer  by  the  people  of  that  state  in  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  mercies  bestowed  upon  them 
by  a gracious  Providence. 

The  Ohio  Life  and  Trust  bank  of  Cincinnati  re- 
sumed specie  payments  on  the  6th  inst.  and  the  Post 
of  that  city  states  that  the  Lafayette  and  the  Frank- 
lin banks  followed  suit  next  day. 

The  pork  exported  from  Cincinnati  last  year,  is 
said  to  be  worth  $3,000,000 — whiskey  $7,000,000 — 
flour  $6,000,000 — manufactured  article  $3,000,000. 

A fact.  There  is  a man  living  not  a thousand 
miles  off',  who  has  had  24  children  hy  one  wife,  all 
hale  and  hearty,  18  of  whom  are  males,  capable  of 
bearing  arms,  “in  peace  prepare  for  war,”  is  a good 
maxim.  [ Huron  ( Ohio ) Adv. 

N.  G.  Pendelton,  esq.  of  Cincinnati,  has  been  ap- 
pointed a delegate  to  the  whig  national  convention, 
from  that  congressional  district.  The  Republican 
states  that  judge  Burnet,  of  Cincinnati,  will  attend 
as  one  of  the  senatorial  delegates  from  Ohio. 

Great  product.  The  Circleville  (Ohio)  Herald  of 
Saturday,  notices  the  product  of  a single  grain  of 
wheat  on  the  ground  of  Mr.  D.  Smoot,  in  Jackson 
township,  of  that  county,  which  is  really  astonish- 
ing. This  “solitary”  grain  of  wheat  produced  thir- 
ty-three stalks  of  wheat,  on  thirty- two  of  which 


were  well  formed  heads,  averaging  sixty  grains  to 
the  head — the  increase  being  thus  nearly  two  thou- 
sand fold!  The  wheat  was  of  the  red  chaff  species 
— sown  about  the  15th  October,  and  harvested  the 
10th  July. 

The  Herald  adds:  “This  same  Jackson  township 
a few  years  since  bore  off  the  palm  at  the  agricul- 
tural fair  of  the  best  products  of  corn — being  one 
hundred  and  fifty-seven  and  a fourth  bushels  to  the 
acre.  Jackson  though  it  be  called,  it  is  nevertheless 
a thorough  and  sound  whig  township.” 

Members  of  the  legislature. 

SENATE. 

Senators  elected  last  year. 

Butler  and  Preble — John  Taylor,  administration. 
Coshocton,  Knox  and  Holmes — James  Matthews, 
adm. 

Delaware,  Marion,  &c. — Benj.  F.  Allen,  adra. 
Fairfield  and  Hocking — Samuel  Spangler,  adm. 
Fayette,  Madison  and  Greene — Aaron  Harlan, 
whig. 

Hamilton — George  W.  Holmes,  adm. 

Harrison  and  Tuscarawas — John  Brady,  adm. 
Huron  and  Erie — Josiah  Tracy,  whig. 

Licking — Richard  Stadden,  adm. 

Miami,  Dark  and  Mercer — William  J.  Thomas, 
whig. 

Montgomery — Henry  Sbideler,  adm. 

Medina  and  Lorain — Heman  Birch,  whig. 
Portage — George  Powers,  whig. 

Sandusky  and  Seneca — Wm.  B.  Craighill,  adm. 
Stark — Jacob  Hostetter,  adm. 

Trumbull — David  Todd,  adm. 

Warren — George  J.  Smith,  whig. 

Wayne — Jacob  Ihrig,  adm. 

Administration  12 — whigs  6. 

Senators  elected  this  year. 

Ashtabula — John  L.  Rogers,  adm.  and  L.  Lake, 
whig. 

Athens,  Meigs  and  Gallia — Simon  Nash,  whig. 
Belmont — Thomas  Shannon,  adm. 

Brown,  Adams  and  Sciota — John  Glover,  adm. 
Clark,  Champaign  and  Logan — Joseph  Vance, 
whig. 

Clermont — Dowly  Utter,  adm. 

Clinton  and  Highland — Thos.  Patterson,  adra. 
Columbiana  and  Carroll — Jos.  Thompson,  adm. 
Cuyahoga — Richard  Lord,  whig. 

Franklin  and  Pickaway — John  L.  Green,  whig. 
Guernsey  and  Monroe — William  Scott,  adm. 
Hamilton — James  J.  Faran,  adm. 

Jefferson — James  Mitchell,  adm. 

Lucas,  Wood,  &c. — John  E.  Hunt,  adm. 
Muskingum — James  Henderson,  whig. 

Portage — Simon  Perkins,  jr.*  whig. 

Richland — Wm.  McLaughlin,  adm. 

Ross,  Pike  and  Jackson — John  Hough,  adm. 
Washington,  Morgan  and  Perry— --Colonel  Isaac 
Humphreys,  adm. 

Administration  13 — whigs  6. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Ashtabula  and  Geauga — Benjamin  Bissell,  adm. 
Athens  and  Meigs — J.  B.  Ackley,  whig. 

Belmont — Henry  West  and  Thos.  A.  Way,  adm. 
Brown,  Adams  and  Scioto — Joseph  Leedom  and 
John  H.  Blair,  adm. 

Butler — Absalom  Dunn  and  Jas.  B.  King,  adm. 
Carroll — George  Downs,  adm. 

Champaign — M.  B.  Cowan,  whig. 

Clark — Alexander  Waddle,  whig. 

Clermont — Thomas  J.  Buchanan,  adm. 

Clinton, — Amos  T.  Davis,  whig. 

Columbiana — John  M.  Jenkins,  Wm.D.  Lepper, 
and  Robert  Wilson,  adm. 

Coshocton — James  Ravenscroft,  adm. 

Crawford,  Marion  and  Union — Guy  C.  Worth, 
adm.  and  James  H.  Goodman,  whig. 

Cuyahoga — Wm.  B.  Lloyd,  whig. 

Delaware — Andrew  H.  Patterson,  adm. 

Fairfield  and  Hocking — Lewis  Hite  and  James 
Spencer,  adm. 

Fayette  and  Madison— Batteal  Harrison,  whig. 
Franklin — Buckley  Comstock,  whig. 

Gallia  and  Lawrence Miller,  whig. 

Geauga — John  F.  Morse  and  Seabury  Ford,  whig. 
Green — James  Scott,  whig. 

Guernsey — Robert  B.  Moore,  whig. 

Hamilton — Thomas  J.  Henderson  and  Robert 
Moore,  adm. 

Harrison — Joseph  Rhea,  adra. 

Highland — Andrew  Baskin,  adm. 

Holmes— James  Hoagland,  adm. 

Huron  and  Erie — Ebenezer  Warner,  adm. 
Jefferson — George  Mitchell,  adm. 

Knox — Byrom  Leonard,  adm. 

Licking — George  H.  Flood  and  W.  B.  Morris, 
adm. 

Logan — Anthony  Casad,  whig. 

Lorain — Albert  A.  Bliss,  whig. 

♦Vacancy  occasioned  by  the  decease  of  Mr.  Powers. 


Lucas,  Wood,  &c. — Moses  McNelly,  adm. 
Medina — James  S.  Carpenter,  whig. 

Miami,  Dark  and  Mercer — Thomas  Shideler  and 
Marshall  J.  Purviance,  adm. 

M unroe Johnson,  adm. 

Montgomery — Edwin  Smith,  adm. 

Morgan — John  E.  Hanna,  adm. 

Muskingum — Abraham  Pollock  and  George  W. 
Adams,  whig. 

Perry — James  S.  Wilson,  adm. 

Pickaway — Augustus  L.  Perril,  adm. 

Portage — Rufus  P.  Spaulding  and  Ephraim  K. 
Hubbard,  adm. 

Preble — Surton  Durham,  whig. 

Richland— T.  W.  Bartly  and  Daniel  Riblet,  adm. 
Ross,  Pike  and  Jackson — Elihu  Johnson  and 
Samuel  Reed,  adm. 

Shelby,  Hardin,  Stc. — Edwin  Fisher,  adm. 

Stark — James  Welch  and  John  Smith,  adra. 
Seneca  and  Sandusky — John  Welch,  adm. 
Tuscarawas — John  Everhard,  whig. 

Trumbull — Thomas  Howe  and  Isaac  Powers, 
whig. 

Warren Sellers,  whig. 

Washington — Wm.  A.  Whittlesey,  adm. 

Wayne — Thomas  Shreve  and  Elzy  Wilson,  adm. 
The  next  legislature  will  stand  thus  on  joint  bal- 
lot: 

Administration  in  both  houses,  73 

Whigs,  35 


Administration  majority,  38 

The  next  senate  will  stand  thus:  25  administra- 
tion, 11  whigs:  adm.  majority,  14. 

INDIANA. 

Governor  Wallace  of  Indiana,  has  issued  a pro- 
clamation appointing  Thursday  the  28th  day  of 
November,  as  a day  of  thanksgiving  and  prayer. 

Its  very  doubtful  whether  wre  can  raise  the  wind 
for  the  pumpkin  pies  but  if  we  do  not,  we  will  throw 
aside  our  quill,  and  visit  some  of  our  friends  in  the 

country,  so  look  out  to  have  plenty  of . We 

won’t  say  any  particular  article,  but  every  thing 
that’s  good.  [ Watchman. 

U.  S.  senator.  A correspondent  advocates  James 
Clark,  esq.  of  Indiana,  as  a suitable  candidate  for 
the  office  of  United  States  senator. 

Methodism.  From  the  reports  made  by  the  se- 
veral preachers  in  charge  at  the  late  annual  confer- 
ence, which  met  at  Lawrenceburg,  Indiana,  it  ap- 
pears that  the  nett  increase  of  members  of  the  Me- 
thodist church,  within  the  bounds  of  the  Indiana 
conference,  during  the  past  year,  is  about  8,700. 
It  is  also  staled  in  the  Lawrenceburg  Beacon  there 
had  not  been  a death  among  the  preachers  belong- 
ing to  that  conference,  within  the  past  year. 

Marion  county  against  the  world. — A whig  turnip. 
Squire  Tomlinson,  a whig  farmer  of  this  county, 
brought  into  our  office  a few  days  since,  a most 
stupenduous  turnip,  weighing  15  1-4  lbs.  and  mea- 
suring 2 feet  7 inches  in  circumference.  It  grew 
upon  the  squire’s  farm.  The  universe  is  challenged 
to  produce  another  of  as  ample  dimensions. 

[ Indiana  Journal. 

ILLINOIS. 

Galena.  Illinois,  at  this  time,  says  the  Demo- 
crat of  the  24th,  presents  a scene  of  activity  and 
bustle  seldom  witnessed  in  more  favorable  seasons. 
The  town  is  crowded  with  strangers,  mostly  settlers, 
attending  the  land  sales  now  in  progress.  Our  two 
excellent  hotels  are  filled  to  overflowing;  in  fact, 
every  place  for  accomodation  in  town  we  believe  to 
be  occupied:  and  those  who  cannot  procure  enter- 
tainment, are  compelled  to  camp  out.  It  is  estimat- 
ed that  there  will  be  left  at  our  land  office  between 
three  and  four  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  land 
purchased  at  the  sales. 

The  Galena  Gazette  of  Oct.  26lh  says: 

“On  Friday  and  Saturday,  previous  to  the  land 
sale,  a large  number  of  settlers  entitled  to  pre-emp- 
tions, proved  up  their  rights.  The  receiver  refused 
to  take  Illinois  money  except  on  the  branch  at  Ga- 
lena. Of  ceurse  specie  was  in  great  demand.  The 
settlers  sold  their  Springfield  and  Alton  money  at  a 
discount  of  from  5 to  10  per  cent,  to  the  amount  of 
many  thousand  of  dollars.  On  Monday  it  was  an- 
nounced by  the  receiver,  that  Springfield  and  Alton 
money  would  be  taken! — In  consequence,  this  same 
money,  which  was  sold  at  a discount  on  Saturday, 
was  all  purchased  by  other  settlers  at  from  5 to  10 
per  cent,  premium,  thus  enabling  speculators  to 
shave  both  sides  of  the  face  in  true  ‘modern  style.’  ” 

MISSOURI. 

Emigration.  The  number  of  emigrants  to  Mis- 
souri this  year  is  computed  by  the  St.  Louis  Bulle- 
tin at  50,000.  This  is  the  greatest  number  that  has 
ever  visited  them  in  one  year. 

MICHIGAN. 

Suspension  in  Michigan.  The  Bank  of  Michigan 
and  the  Farmers  and  Mechanics  bank  of  Detroit, 
suspended  specie  payments  on  the  28th  ult. 
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Woman  lost.  Mrs.  Holdridge,  wife  of  Felix 
Holdridge,  of  Tecnmseh,  Lenawee  county,  Michi- 
gan, left  her  home  on  the  8th  ult.  to  go  into  the 
woods  for  rushes,  and  has  not  been  seen  or  heard  of 
since.  Four  or  five  hundred  persons  had  been  out 
in  search  of  her. 

Sub-treasury.  The  state  of  Michigan  obtained  a 
few  hundred  thousand  dollars  a short  time  since,  by 
loan,  for  the'purpose  of  carrying  on  its  internal  im- 
provements, and  placed  the  money  in  the  State  bank 
of  Michigan  for  safe  keeping.  When  the  state 
neeeed  the  money,  the  bank  could  not  pay,  and 
therefore  the  commonwealth  asked  the  bank  what 
had  become  of  the  funds.  We  copy  from  a Michi- 
gan paper  the  following: 

The  following  extracts  from  the  answer  of  the 
Michigan  State  Dank,  now  on  file  in  the  court  of 
chancery,  will  show  where  the  money  has  gone  to, 
and  WI15’  the  bank  cannot  pay  the  state  the  sum  left 
with  them.  The  following  distinguished  members 
of  the  loco  foco  family  are  indebted  as  follows,  viz: 
Stephen  T.  Mason,  governor,  $4,444  30 

John  T.  Mason,  governor’^  father,  2,311  72 

Calvin  C.  Jackson,  private  secretary,  2,326  82 

Charles  W.  Whipple,  judge,  8,402  64 

James  B.  Hunt,  commissioner,  28,003  71 

Levi  S.  Humphrey,  do.  11,705  00 

Horace  H.  Comstock,  senator,  44,090  00 

Conrad  Ten  Eyck,  U.  S.  marshal,  5,792  93 

Lucius  Lyon,  ex-U.  S.  senator,  900  00 

Daniel  Goodwin,  U.  S.  district  attorney,  2,000  00 

Epaphrodites  Ransom,  1,517  84 

David  C.  McKiustry,  commissioner,  8,823  71 

John  Norton,  jt.  cashier,  6,456  37 

Porter  & Gibson,  commissioners,  28,358  37 

Kintzing  Pritchette,  bank  commissioner,  1,643  18 

Justice  Burdick,  ex-commissioner,  6,432  98 

Thomas  B.  Clark,  director,  9,440  00 

J.  Mott  Williams,  attorney  and  director,  3,710  00 

Anthony  Ten  Eyck,  loco  orator,  437  95 

Frederick  H.  Stevens,  29,850  00 

John  D.  Pierce,  superintendent  public 

instruction,  9,737  00 

James  Beaubien,  loco,  1,000  00 

John  M.  Wilson,  ex-sheriff,  10,000  00 

Bank  Niles,  7,387  97 

“ Marshal,  30,000  00 

C.  & J.  Wells,  loco,  8,974  00 

Peter  Morey,  attorney  general,  100  97 

John  S.  Bagg,  479  00 

IOWA. 

Trouble  in  Iowa.  The  St.  Louis  Bulletin  of  the 
1st  instant,  says,  by  a gentleman  who  arrived  yes- 
terday from  Burlington,  we  are  informed  that  great 
excitement  prevails  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  dis- 
puted territory,  and  that  governor  Lucas  had  de- 
spatched a message  to  Dubuque,  for  the  United 
States  marshal. 


FLORIDA. 

West  Florida  rail  road.  The  St.  Joseph  Times 
announces  the  completion  of  the  rail  road  from  that 
place  to  Iola.  The  cars  had  commenced  running. 
In  a few  days  the  road  was  to  be  opened  perma- 
nently. From  the  same  paper  we  learn  that  cap- 
tain Guion  of  the  United  States  army,  was  about 
commencing  the  suivey  of  the  Iola  and  Tallahassee 
rail  road.  A sufficient  guard  had  been  provided 
and  every  facility  afforded. 

The  Dade  institute.  We  notice  with  pleasure 
that  this  project  appears  to  meet  with  universal  fa- 
vor. At  once  philanthropic,  and  designed  to  com- 
memorate the  memory  of  a gallant  band  of  Ameri- 
can officers  and  soldiers,  it  merits  the  good  wishes 
and  the  encouraging  aid  of  every  citizen  in  the 
union.  We  have,  through  the  politeness  of  cap- 
tain Norman,  been  favored  with  an  opportunity  of 
looking  over  the  testimonials  in  behalf  of  such  an 
institution,  from  many  of  the  leading  colleges 
throughout  the  country.  The-object  is  two  fold. — 
In  the  first  place,  to  preserve  a grateful  recollection 
of  the  names  and  virtues  of  the  many  patriotic  dead 
who  have  fallen  in  Florida,  and  in  the  second,  to 
educate  their  destitute  orphans.  Pennsylvania,  in 
common  with  other  states,  has  lost  several  of  her 
gallant  sons,  and  we  sincerely  hope  that  our  legis- 
lature may  pass  a resolution  upon  the  subject,  and 
thus  endeavor  to  induce  congress  to  receive  with 
favor  the  prayer  of  Florida  for  a donation  of  land, 
to  carry  out  a measure  of  so  much  usefulness  and 
patriotism. 

The  above  we  copy  from  the  Philadelphia  In- 
quirer, and  commend  with  pleasure  the  benevolent 
and  patriotic  object  in  view,  to  public  favor.  Mary- 
land too  has  lost  several  of  her  gallant  sons  in  this 
inglorious  and  lamentable  Florida  war,  and  it  would 
be  consoling  to  find  that  something  had  been  done 
for  the  memory  of  the  dead,  and  for  the  benefit  of 
the  living. 

The  following  brief  but  graphic  description  of 
this  territory  is  furnished  by  a correspondent  of  the 
National  Intelligencer: 


‘•The  territory  of  Florida  would  constitute  an  em- 
pire of  itself.  From  the  boundary  line  between  it 
and  Georgia,  to  Cape  Sable,  the  distance  is  four 
hundred  miles,  its  mean  breadth  one  hundred  and 
fifty.  When  we  reflect  that  this  immense  country 
is,  with  very  few  exceptions,  an  uncultivated  wil- 
derness, occupied  by  a people  perfectly  familiar 
with  all  its  fastnesses,  how  preposterous  is  it  to 
suppose  that  a few  thousand  men  can  occupy  every 
important  point,  and  thoroughly  scour  every  district. 
Add  to  this  the  character  of  the  country,  which 
would  forbid  the  success  of  any  such  plan.  Every 
river  and  creek  is  bordered  with  hammocks  so 
thick  that  it  is  impossible  to  distinguish  any  object 
beyond  five  or  ten  feet.  Large  belts  of  scrub-oak 
and  palmetta,  varying  in  breadth  from  five  to  ten 
and  fifteen  miles,  traverse  the  country  to  the  dis- 
tance of  twenty  and  thirty  miles,  so  dense  and  lux- 
uriant in  growth,  that  an  army  might  pass  within 
fifty  yards  of  a large  Indian  force,  and  not  even  sus- 
pect their  existence.  Immense  cypress  swamps, 
boggy  and  entangled  with  undergrowth,  and  almost 
impervious  to  the  white  man — large  lakes,  with  in- 
numerable islands— and,  lastly,  the  most  formida- 
ble of  all,  the  everglades,  a vast  region  of  grass  and 
water  wholly  unexplored.  The  facilities  for  sub- 
sistence, too,  are  unparalleled  hy  any  country.  It 
is  a land,  in  the  emphatic  language  of  scripture, 
flowing  with  milk  and  honey.  The  rivers  abound 
in  fish— the  lagoons  bordering  the  ocean,  along 
nearly  the  whole  eastern  coast,  supply  turtle  and 
oysters  of  the  finest  description — the  earth  produces 
the  coonti  and  cabbage  tree,  and  the  forests  are 
alive  with  deer  and  other  game.  Food  is  ever 
within  reach,  and  can  be  procured  with  the  least 
possible  exertion,  whilst  the  climate  is  so  mild  that 
clothing  is  rather  an  inconvenience  to  the  Indian. 

“In  addition  to  all  these  natural  advantages  otter- 
ed by  the  country,  the  Seminole  Indian  is  remarka- 
ble for  cunning  and  duplicity.  He  seems  to  par- 
take of  the  character  of  his  country;  to  have  bor- 
rowed from  its  pecular  features  the  sagacity  which 
enables  him  to  turn  it  to  the  best  account;  ever 
vigilant  and  active,  he  hangs,  by  means  of  his  scouts, 
upon  every  military  post  or  marching  detachment, 
discovers  all  their  movements,  and  takes  his  mea- 
sures to  secure  his  safety.” 

An  arrival  at  Charleston  furnishes  the  follow- 
ing intelligence: 

St.  Augustine,  Nov.  8.  Indian  news.  On  Sunday 
last,  the  3d  November,  a baggage  wagon,  with  an 
escort  of  seven  men,  proceeding  from  FortMicano- 
py  to  Fort  Wheelock,  was  fired  upon  by  a party  of 
50  Indians,  killing  three  mules  one  horse,  and 
wounding  two  others.  The  teamster  was  mortally 
wounded,  and  a private  named  Bossoo,  was  very 
severely  so.  The  firing  being  heard  at  Fort  Mica- 
nopy,  a relief  was  sent  out,  but  before  they  came  to 
the  ground,  the  Indians  had  succeeded  in  plunder- 
ing the  wagon  of  tents,  powder,  provisions,  &c. 
and  made  their  escape. 

From  the  south.  We  learn,  by  the  arrival  of  the 
schooner  Medium,  captain  Magee,  from  Key  Bis- 
cayne,  that  the  wounded  Indian,  who  some  time 
since  went  into  Fort  Lauderdale,  for  medical  as- 
sistance, has  informed  major  Childs  thatCoacoochee, 
has  placed  the  women  and  children  in  the  pai-hai- 
okee,  or  grass  water,  for  security;  and  that  he  is 
prepared  for  a vigorous  defence  of  himsell  and  fol- 
lowers. On  the  accession  of  troops  sufficiently 
strong  to  reinforce  those  now  south,  the  Indian  offers 
to  take  them  to  Coacoochee’s  ground  of  defence. 

Commander  Mayo,  of  the  U.  S.  steamer  Poinsett, 
has  gone  into  the  Everglades,  with  50  men. 

A bottle  was  found  on  the  23d  ult.  about  5 miles 
south  of  New  River,  containing  a piece  of  paper, 
the  writing  scarcely  legible,  but  the  words  “Schr. 
Antarctic ” were  visible.  A $4  gold  piece  was 
found  a short  distance. 

There  was  a very  slight  frost  yesterday  morning, 
at  Macariz,  the  residence  of  Thomas  Douglas,  esq. 
distant  two  miles  from  this  city. 

The  fever  at  present  prevailing  here,  though  of 
a decidedly  bilious  and  congestive  character,  has 
proved  of  a mild  and  manageable  type — few  of  the 
seizures  terminating  fatally,  where  timely  treat- 
ment and  appropriate  remedies  have  been  resorted 
to.  Of  upwards  of  five  hundred  cases,  not  more 
than  thirty  or  forty  have  terminated  in  death;  and 
of  these  latter,  the  majority  have  been  traced  to 
neglect  of  the  first  symptoms,  mistreatment  or  re- 
lapse, brought  on  by  the  imprudence  of  the  patient 
in  diet  or  in  over  exertion,  before  health  had  been 
completely  re-established. 

Union  bank.  Charles  Fenton  Mercer,  esq.  for 
many  years  a member  of  congress  from  Virginia, 
ha3  been  elected  cashier  of  this  bank,  vice  John 
Parkhill,  resigned.  Robert  W.  Williams  and  Banks 
Meacham,  esqrs.  have  been  chosen  directors,  vice 
E.  B.  Vass  and  Joseph  McBride,  deceased. 

[ Tallahassee  Floridian. 


The  Tallahassee  Floridian  of  the  9th  inst.  says: 

On  Wednesday  last,  Mr.  Joseph  Lee,  son  ol  ma- 
jor J.  W.  Lee  of  this  county,  who  resides  about 
four  miles  from  the  Sandy  Ford  in  Jefferson  county, 
while  going  to  superintend  his  negroes  at  work,  was 
attacked  by  a party  of  Indians,  supposed  to  be  about 
a dozen,  who  fired  upon  him.  Mr.  Lee  was  shot 
through  the  body  but  we  are  gratified  to  learn,  will 
recover.  He  was  armed  at  the  time  of  the  attack 
and  gallantly  returned  the  fire,  and  although  badly 
hurt  was  enabled  to  get  on  his  horse  and  ride  for 
aid.  His  negroes  fled  home  immediately  except 
one  valuable  slave  that  is  yet  missing.  Cries  were 
heard  as  the  others  retreated,  which  induces  the 
belief  that  the  slave  was  probably  overtaken  by 
the  Indians  and  shot.  Several  citizens  rallied  as 
soon  as  possible,  and  started  in  search  of  the  Indi- 
ans. They  found  the  gin  house  of  Mr.  Andrew  J. 
Lee  had  been  set  on  fire  and  about  forty  bales  of 
cotton  destroyed.  The  Indians  were  in  the  act  of 
attacking  the  dwelling,  but  were  driven  off  and  one 
of  their  party  it  is  believed  killed. 

We  learn  also  that  some  Indians  duringthis  week 
entered  the  field  of  John  G.  Anderson,  esq.  near 
the  Ocilla  in  Jefferson,  in  open  day  light,  and  were 
seen  gathering  and  carrying  off  corn. 

These  facts  are  a beautiful  commentary  upon  the 
course  of  those  who  would  lull  our  citizens  into 
quiet  and  security,  by  the  assertion  that  there  are 
no  Indians  this  side  of  the  Suwannee.  The  blood 
of  frontier  citizens  who  may  be  seduced  into  a 
want  of  vigilance  by  the  expression  of  such  opi- 
nions, will  stain  the  hands  of  those  who  thus  act. — 
We  warn  them  that  such  is  not  the  case,  and  that 
there  is  as  much,  if  not  more  danger  from  attacks 
now,  than  at  any  time  since  the  war.  The  Indians 
are,  we  doubt  not,  in  want  of  provisions,  and  they 
will  soon  recommence  plundering.  Every  planta- 
tion should  be  guarded. 

We  deeply  regret  to  learn  from  some  of  our 
friends  who  have  returned  from  the  north,  that  a 
notion  prevails  there  that  the  people  of  Florida 
actually  desire  a continuance  of  the  Indian  war,  for 
the  reason  as  it  is  supposed,  that  many  Floridians 
are  making  fortunes  by  it!  A more  atrocious  and 
undeserved  calumny  of  the  citizens  of  Florida,  than 
is  contained  in  this  imputation,  could  not  be  utter- 
ed. Some  few  individuals  in  the  commencement 
of  the  war  doubtless  bettered  their  condition,  but' 
hundreds  have  been  totally  ruined.  Our  country 
has  been  kept  back  at  least  ten  years  by  this  war. 
It  has  been  raging  nearly  five  years,  and  it  is 
scarcely  nearer  to  a close  than  when  it  commenced, 
and  it  will  take  five  years  for  it  to  get  back  to  its 
flourishing  condition  at  its  commencement.  Our 
citizens  have  been  murdered  and  our  whole  frontier 
from  within  twelve  miles  of  the  capitol  to  St.  Au- 
gustine laid  waste.  We  have  been  reviled  and 
slandered  as  cowards,  and  now  forsooth  the  story  is 
hatched  up  anew  that  we  desire  the  continuance  of 
the  war.  The  northern  abolitionists  and  allies  of 
the  savages  do  not  stop  at  any  thing  to  traduce  the 
south,  or  to  injure  southerners  in  interest  or  in  repu- 
tation. Unless  the  national  government  are  more 
just  and  more  effective  in  affording  us  protection, 
we  shall  begin  to  think  the  value  of  the  union  may 
“be  calculated.”  But  no!  we  take  back  that  ex- 
pression: we  are  now  a poor,  weak,  powerless  ter- 
ritory— we  have  no  political  vote  or  influence. — 
Once  a state,  with  three  votes  for  the  presidency — 
with  two  senators  and  one  representative  in  con- 
gress, we  should  have  more  regard  paid  to  our 
rights  and  interests.  Posterity  will  say,  shame  on 
the  nation  for  its  management  of  this  war. 


Anatomy.  We  see  by  the  Portland,  (Maine),  papers 
that  Mrs.  Gore,  the  lady  (?)  who  lectures  on  anatomy, 
&c.  to  “ladies  only,’’  is  engaged  in  a course  in  that 
city.  She  might  be  better  engaged  in  lecturing  upon 
the  duties  of  the  nursery,  or  making  “pumpkin  pies.’’ 

Colton.  In  the  year  1770,  when  the  wonderful  im- 
provements of  an  Arkwright,  began  to  be  introduced 
into  the  machinery  for  spinning  cotton,  the  annual  con- 
sumption of  cotton  in  British  manufacture,  was  under 
four  millions  of  pounds  weight — and  that  of  the  whole 
of  Christendom,  was  probably  not  more  than  ten  mil- 
lions. In  1838,  the  consumption  of  cotton  in  England 
and  Ireland  was  about  two  hundred  and  seventy”  mil- 
lions of  pounds — and  that  of  Europe  and  the  Unit- 
ed States  together,  four  hundred  and  eighty  millions! 

Diamond.  The  Bengal Hurkam,  of  July  15th,  states 
that  “Runjeet  Singh  has  bequeathed  the  celebrated  dia- 
mond, the  koh-i-noor,  to  the  temple  of  Juggernaut,  to 
adorn  the  image  of  the  Hindoo  deity;”  and  suggests, 
as  it  was  originally  taken  from  Schah  Soqjah,  the  ex- 
iled king  of  Cabul,  that  a case  might  be  mnde  out  for 
claiming  it  “on  behalf  of  the  original  proprietor,  for  the 
purpose  of  being  sold  to  defray  a portion  of  our  expenses 
in  replacing  him  on  the  throne  of  Cabul.’’ 
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LAW  AND  CASES  IN  COURT. 

The  case  of  Mr.  Ruiz  and  Montez.  We  have 
deemed  it  proper  to  place  our  readers  in  pos- 
session of  the  annexed  account  of  the  proceedings, 
before  the  judge  cf  one  of  the  courts  of  the  state  of 
New  York,  in  the  cause  of  the  application  for  a 
writ  of  habeas  corpus  by  the  Spanish  citizens  ar- 
rested, upon  a feigned  issue,  as  though  at  the  suit 
of  one  or  more  of  their  slaves  brought  by  accident 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States.  We 
avail  ourselves  of  the  opportunity  to  make  a few 
more  particular  observations  on  the  general  ques- 
tion of  the  duty  of  the  government  and  citizens  of 
the  United  States  in  regard  to  those  Spaniards  and 
their  property.  i 

It  has  been  stated,  if  we  mistake  not,  by  some  of 
the  administration  presses,  that  the  minister  of  Spain 
near  this  government  has  long  since  made  formal 
application  for  the  action  of  the  executive  to  restore 
to  their  lawful  owners  the  African  slaves  brought 
into  the  United  States  in  the  Spanish  schooner 
Amistad.  Whether  such  an  application  has  in  fact 
been  made,  the  official  organs  have  better  means  of 
knowing  than  we;  but  that  the  United  States  in 
the  actual  case  are  solemnly  bound  to  make  such 
delivery  without  loss  of  time,  every  one  must  ad- 
mit who  is  acquainted  with  the  provisions  of  the 
ninth  article  of  the  treaty  of  1795,  which  seems  to 
fit  to  a hair’s  breadth  the  circumstances  of  this 
capture.  Putting  out  of  view  entirely  all  the  plain- 
est and  best  settled  principles  of  international  law, 
(which  demand  but  one  course),  and  regarding 
only  the  express  stipulations  of  the  cited  article,  it 
is  difficult  to  perceive  upon  what  possible  reason- 
ing or  views  of  duty  the  executive  could  refuse  to 
comply  with  the  national  engagement,  and  to  pre- 
serve unsuspected  the  national  faith.  Whether  we 
listen  to  the  dictates  of  duty  or  the  suggestions 
of  state  policy,  there  appears  to  us  to  bepo  tenable 
ground  for  the  refusal  of  swift  justice  in  a case 
upon  whose  exigencies  even  the  renowned  Wouter 
Von  Twiller,  on  Knickerbocker  notoriety,  could 
scarcely  have  indulged  his  accustomed  dubitation. 
We  cannot  imagine,  indeed,  any  ground  for  such  a 
refusal,  or  delay,  unless  indeed  that  of  party  expe- 
diency, the  unsanctified  motive  of  too  many  of  the 
acts  of  the  late  and  present  administrations.  We 
have  no  idea  that  the  president  will  ultimately  re- 
fuse the  delivery  of  these  slaves;  that  would  be 
more  palpable  to  disregard  party  expediency,  and 
to  take  too  open  a part  with  that  association  at  the 
north,  whose  purposes  are  so  odious  at  the  opposite 
quaiter  of  the  republic.  But  to  delay  justice  is 
often  substantially  to  deny  it;  and  in  this  case  the 
delay  would  almost  appear  to  have  been  designated 
for  the  especial  purpose  of  enabling  the  abolition- 
ists to  pervert  and  prostitute  the  laws  of  the  land 
to  the  gratification  of  their  vengeance  upon  two 
strangers,  subjects  of  a friendly  government,  thrown 
upon  our  shores  in  circumstances  of  peril  and  suf- 
fering, and  whose  only  crime  is  the  possession  of  a 
species  of  property  equally  guarantied  to  them  by 
the  laws  of  their  own  country  and  the  treaties  of 
ours.  We  have  already  expressed  ourselves  in  re- 
lation to  the  mockery  of  justice  exhibited  in  the 
proceedings  at  New  York.  It  seems  to  us  a clear 
case  of  abuse  of  the  process  of  the  court,  for  which 
all  those  actively  concerned  should  be  held  to  ac- 
count at  the  bar  of  the  public.  The  next  thing 
which  may  be  expected  is  a suit  by  a runaway 
slave,  claiming  of  his  quondam  master  of  the  south, 
whom  he  meets  in  New  York,  compensation  or 
damages  for  constraint  which  may  have  been  exer- 
cised upon  him  while  lawfully  held  in  bondage. 

We  proceed  to  quote  the  article  of  the  treaty  of 
1795  between  the  United  States  and  Spain,  (re- 
newed and  confirmed  by  the  treaty  of  1819  with  the 
same  power),  to  which  we  have  referred.  It  is  in 
these  words: 

“All  ships  and  merchandise,  of  what  “ nature  soe- 
ver, which  shall  be  rescued  out  of  the  hands  of  any 
pirates  or  robbers,  on  the  high  seas,  shall  be  brought 
into  some  port  of  either  state,  and  shall  be  delivered 
to  the  custody  of  the  officers  of  that  port,  in  order  to 
be  taken  care  of,  and  restored  entire  to  the 
true  proprietor,  as  soon  as  due  and  sufficient 
proof  shall  be  made  concerning  the  property  thereof  ” 

It  is  observable,  by  the  way,  that  there  is  some 
variance  between  the  Spanish  and  English  sides  of 
the  treaty;  but  both,  we  believe,  are  held  to  be 
originals.  On  the  Spanish  side  there  are  no  words 
expressly  corresponding  with  the  words  “or  rob- 
bers” in  the  English  version.  The  word  pirates  is 
alone  used. 

By  this  article,  it  would  appear  to  be  engaged  by 
the  United  States  (to  apply  it  to  this  case)  that  the 
slaves  should  be  in  the  custody  of  a class  of  officers 
immediately  under  the  orders  of  the  president. — 

It  was  his  duty,  upon  being  satisfied  that  they  were 
the  property  of  the  Spanish  gentlemen  named  at 
the  head  of  this  article,  to  direct  those  officers  to 


deliver  them  to  their  respective  owners.  If  this 
had  been  done,  there  would  have  been  no  pretext 
for  holding  the  master  in  prison  at  the  suit  of  his 
slave.  As  it  is,  it  is  questionable  whether  there  is 
any  relief  for  these  unfortunate  gentlemen,  even  by 
the  habeas  corpus,  during  the  vacation  of  the  courts, 
of  the  character  of  which  we  are  uninformed. 

[National  Intelligencer. 

From,  the  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce  of  Wed- 
nesday. 

Common  pleas.  This  matter  came  before  judge 
Inglis  yesterday  at  his  chambers,  in  pursuance  of 
the  order  he  had  made  in  the  case. 

The  counsel  for  Montez  and  Ruiz  read  an  affida- 
vit made  by  Montez,  in  which  he  stated  that  be 
had  been  arrested  at  the  suit  of  JiBgua,  and  was  re- 
quired to  give  bail  in  the  sum  of  $1,000,  which  he 
could  not  procure,  and  was  therefore  obliged  to  go 
to  prison;  that  the  said  Jingua  is  the  property  of 
deponent,  and  a subject  of  the  queen  of  Spain,  and 
that  the  deponent  purchased  him  at  Havana,  in  the 
isle  of  Cuba,  where  slavery  is  recognised  by  the 
laws  of  Spain;  and  that  deponent  did  not  and  does 
not  know  that  the  said  Jingua  is  an  African  by 
birth;  that  he,  deponent,  purchased  forty  other  ne- 
groes at  the  same  time,  and  got  a license  from  the 
governor  of  Havana  to  transport  them  on  board  a 
ship  to  his  place  of  residence;  and  that  it  is  not 
true  that  the  said  slaves  were  taken  on  board  at 
night,  as  they  were  brought  on  board  before  it  was 
dark.  The  affidavit  further  states  that  the  slaves 
were  not  manacled  while  on  board,  and  that  they 
had  been  supplied  with  sufficient  provisions.  The 
deponent  also  swears  that  be  believes  this  suit  was 
commenced  against  him  without  the  concurrence  or 
knowledge  of  the  plaintiff,  and  by  Lewis  Tappan. 

There  was  an  affidavit  of  Ruiz  also  read,  corrobo- 
ratory of  the  affidavit  of  Montez,  and  an  affidavit 
in  relation  to  the  arrest  of  the  defendants,  and  the 
assistance  given  in  the  matter  by  Mr.  Tappan. 

Theodore  Sedgwick,  jr.  on  the  part  of  the  plain- 
tiffs in  the  suit,  read  the  affidavit  on  which  the  de- 
fendants were  arrested,  and  an  affidavit  of  their 
being  non-residents,  and  here  only  transitorily. — 
He  also  read  the  affidavits  of  Joshua  Leavitt  and 
Lewis  Tappan,  stating  that  they  had  visited  the 
colored  men  accompanied  by  interpreters,  and  that 
deponents  believed  these  colored  men  were  natives 
of  Africa,  and  recently  from  Africa.  An  affidavit 
of  the  deputy  sheriff,  who  arrested  the  defendants, 
was  next  read,  and  in  this  he  deposed  that  he  had 
been  directed  to  give  the  defendants  as  much  pri- 
vilege as  he  could  consistently  with  his  duty,  and 
that  he  went  with  them  to  a place  in  Grand  street 
to  procure  bail;  that  a person  there  offered  to  be- 
come bail  for  them,  and  that  the  deputy  sheriff  of- 
fered to  take  his  bail,  but  that  the  defendants  would 
not  consent  to  the  arrangement,  and  went  to  prison. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  then  said  that,  as  he  had  furnished 
proof  of  these  men  being  native  Africans,  he  would 
now  read  the  treaty  made  between  England  and 
Spain  in  the  year  1817  to  put  down  the  slave  trade. 

Counsel  for  defendants  objected  to  this  document 
being  read  as  the  common  law  of  Spain,  on  the 
ground  of  informality.  He  did  not  think  counsel 
for  the  plaintiffs  had  any  right  to  read  the  book,  as 
it  might  not  be  genuine.  The  other  party  might 
have  got  it  printed  for  this  purpose.  He  would, 
however,  consent  to  the  gentleman’s  examining 
Spanish  lawyers,  of  whom  there  were  many  in  this 
city,  as  to  the  common  law  of  Spain. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  replied  that  this  objection  might 
be  pertinent  when  the  case  came  to  trial,  but  as 
the  case  had  been  brought  to  a hearing  on  a twelve 
hours’  order,  it  did  not  furnish  quite  sufficient  time 
to  send  to  Madrid  or  Cuba  for  such  authority  as 
would  be  decisive  on  the  subject. 

Judge  Inglis  said:  I think  the  same  rule  applies 
here  as  at  a trial.  I am  not  bound  to  know  that 
these  are  the  laws  of  Spain,  unless  proved  in  a 
legitimate  way.  I have  no  more  power  here  than 
I would  have  if  it  were  a trial  for  assault  and  bat- 
tery that  was  before  me.  But  I will  let  you  read 
the  document,  and  afterwards  shut  it  out  de  bene 
esse,  if,  on  considering  the  matter,  I am  of  opinion 
that  the  law  is  not  sufficiently  proved.  Another 
circumstance  which  must  be  considered  is,  that 
this  treaty  is  between  Great  Britain  and  Spain,  and 
I do  not  know  that  it  would  have  any  obligatory 
force  on  Spain  with  any  other  nation  except  Eng- 
land. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  then  read  the  document  from  a 
book  which  he  obtained  from  the  office  of  the 
British  consul,  containing  various  treaties  between 
Great  Britain  and  other  nations.  From  this  docu- 
ment it  appeared  that,  in  conformity  with  a treaty 
entered  into  between  Spain  and  England,  the  king 
of  Spain,  in  the  month  of  December,  1817,  issued 
a decree  prohibiting  all  subjects  of  Spain  from  re- 
sorting to  the  coast  of  Africa  for  slaves  after  the 
30th  of  May,  1820,  and  further  nroviding,  that,  in  | 


case  any  slaves  were  brought  from  Africa  alter  the 
prohibited  period,  the  negroes  so  brought  were  to 
be  set  free  in  the  first  port  of  the  Spanish  domi* 
nions  at  which  the  vessel  might  arrive,  and  that 
the  vessel  should  be  confiscated. 

Counsel  for  defendants  contended  that  the  affi- 
davits on  which  the  defendants  had,  been  arrested 
were  untrue  and  informal;  in  proof  of  which  he 
referred  to  the.  affidavits  he  had  read,  and  on  these 
grounds  he  moved  that  the  defendants  should  be  set 
at  liberty. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  said  that  his  object  in  bringing 
this  case  before  a jury  was,  because  it  was  the 
only  way  in  which  the  question  could  be  passed 
on,  whether  these  colored  men  were  free  or  slaves. 
He  was  able  to  prove  that  slavery,  so  far  as  it  re- 
gards men  of  color  coming  from  Africa,  is  no  longer 
tolerated  in  Cuba,  and  that  bringing  them  there, 
subjects  the  person  who  does  it,  to  severe  punish- 
ment. The  defendants  could  not  but  have  known 
that  those  men  were  brought  to  Cuba  in  violation 
of  the  laws  of  Spain;  and  the  least  criminal  posi- 
tion in  which  the  defendants  stood,  was  that  of 
buyers  of  contraband  goods,  and  aiding  and  abetting 
the  slave  trade.  & 

The  defendants  swore  that  they  did  not  know 
these  men  were  native  born  Africans  when  they 
bought  them;  but  such  could  not  be  the  truth,  be- 
cause the  defendants  knew  that  those  men  spoke 
no  language  but  their  native  African  dialect,  and 
could  not  even  understand  any  other.  This  alone 
was  sufficient  to  have  put  the  defendants  on  their 
guard,  and  must  have  made  them  aware  that  they 
were  violating  the  laws  of  Spain. 

Mr.  Staples,  counsel  for  the  plaintiffs,  then  ad- 
dressed the  court,  and  was  replied  to  by  counsel 
for  defendants. 

Judge  Inglis  deferred  giving  his  decision  for  a 
day  or  two. 

Extraordinary  trial  at  Paris.  A suit  between  M. 
de  Pontalba  and  his  wife,  lately  pending  in  one  of  the 
French  courts,  is  thus  sketched  in  the  Moniteur: — 
“M.  de  Pontalba  is  one  of  the  greatest  proprietors  of 
France.  His  son  had  been  a page  ofNapolean,  and 
afterwards  a distinguished  officer,  aid-de-camp  to 
mashal  Ney,  and  a protege  of  the  duke  of  Elchingen. 
He  married  the  daughter  of  madame  d’Almonaster, 
and  for  some  time  they  lived  happily;  but  on  the 
death  of  her  mother,  madame  de  Pontalba  began  to 
indulge  in  such  extravagance  that  even  the  enor- 
mous fortune  of  the  Pontalbas  was  unequal  to  it. 

This  led  to  some  remonstrance  on  the  part  of  the 
husband;  on  the  morning  after  this  she  disappeared 
from  the  hotel,  and  neither  he  nor  her  children  had 
any  clue  to  her  retreat.  At  last,  after  an  interval  of 
some  months,  arrives  a letter  from  New  Orleans,  in 
which  she  announces  that  she  means  to  apply  for  a 
divorce:  but  for  eighteen  months  nothing  more  was 
heard  of  her  except  by  her  drafts  for  money.  At 
last  she  returned,  but  only  to  afflict  her  family.  Her 
son  was  at  the  military  academy  at  St.  Cyr — she  in- 
duced him  to  elope,  and  the  boy  w:as  plunged  in  eve- 
ry species  of  debauchery  and  expense. 

This  afflicted  in  the  deepest  manner  the  grand- 
father, who  revoked  the  bequest  which  he  had  made 
him  of  about  £4,000  a year,  and  seemed  to  appre- 
hend for  him  nothing  but  future  ruin  and  disgrace. 
The  old  man,  eighty-two  years  of  age,  resided  in  his 
chateau  at  Mont  Leveque,  whither  in  October,  1834, 
madame  de  Pontalba  went  to  attempt  a reconcilia- 
tion witli  the  wealthy  senior.  Then  and  there  oc- 
curred the  most  extraordinary  and  unaccountable 
scene  that,  though  we  have  read  one  hundred  French 
novels,  we  have  ever  met  with. 

On  the  19th  of  October,  the  day  after  madame  de 
Pontalba’s  arrival,  she  found  she  could  make  no  im- 
pression on  the  father-in-law',  and  was  about  to  re- 
turn to  Paris,  when  old  M.  de  Pontalba,  at  the  age 
of  eighty-tw'o,  observing  at  a moment  when  she  wras 
alone  in  her  apartment,  entered  it  with  a brace  of 
double-barrelled  pistols,  locks  the  door,  and  ap- 
proaching his  astonished  daughter-in-law,  desires 
her  “to  recommend  herself  to  God,  for  that  she  had 
but  a few  minutes  to  live;”  but  he  does  not  even  al- 
low her  one  minute — he  tires  immediately,  and  two 
balls  enter  her  left  breast.  She  starts  up  and  flies, 
her  blood  streaming  about,  to  a closet,  'exclaiming 
that  she  will  submit  to  any  terms,  if  he  will  spare 
her.  “No,  no— you  must  die!” — and  he  fires  his 
second  pistol. 

She  had  instinctively  covered  her  heart  with  her 
hand, — that  hand  is  miserably  fractured  by  the  balls; 
but  saved  her  heart.  She  then  escapes  to  another 

closet,  where  a third  shot  is  fired  without  effect 

and  at  last  she  rushes  in  despair  to  the  door — and 
while  M.  de  Pontalba  is  discharging  his  last  barrel  at 
her,  she  succeeds  in  opening  it.  The  family,  alarm- 
ed by  the  firing,  arrive,  and  she  is  saved.  The  old 
man,  on  seeing  that  she  is  beyond  his  reach,  returns 
to  his  apartment  and  blows  out  his  brains. 
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It  seems  clear  that  he  had  resolved  to  make  a sa- 
crifice of  the  short  remnant  of  his  own  life,  in  order 
to  release  his  son  and  his  grand-son  from  their  unfor- 
tunate connexion  with  madarne  de  Pontalba.  But 
he  failed—  none  of  her  wounds  were  mortal;  and  with- 
in a month  after,  madame  de  Pontalba,  “perfectly 
recovered,  in  high  health  and  spirits,  radiant  and 
crowned  with  tlowers,  was  to  be  seen  at  all  the  l'etes 
and  concerts  of  the  capital.” 

In  the  meantime  a suit  for  restitution  of  conjugal 
rights  was  pending  between  her  and  her  husband; 
and  toward  the  end  of  last  October,  a final  decree  of 
the  court  enjoined  that  madarne  de  Pontalba  should 
return  under  martial  authortiy,  and  should  reside  in 
such  of  her  husband’s  houses  as  he  should  appoint — 
excepting  only — with  admirable  delicacy — the  cha- 
teau de  Mont  Leveque,  where  the  bloody  scene  had 
been  acted.” 

Court  of  common  picas,  Oct.  18.  Huntings.  Miller, 
Amos  S.  Tanner,. Stillman  Dodge,  Horatio  Holmes 
and  Jasper  Dodge,  all  men  of  standing,  in  the  town 
of  Wales,  were  arraigned  on  a charge  of  arson,  and 
entered  bail  in  the  3um  of  $15,000,  lor  their  appear- 
ance at  the  next  oyer  and  terminer,  in  January. 

This  is  a serious  charge,  and  subjects  the  parties, 
if  convicted,  to  death.  VVe,  however,  apprehend  no 
such  result,  as  the  facts  will  prove. 

It  would  seem,  that  one  of  the  persons  implicated, 
look  up  land  under  the  Holland  and  company’s  char- 
ter, some  years  ago,  and  was  induced  by  the  libera- 
lity of  the  agent  to  postpone  the  final  liquidation  of 
his  arrears  until  such  time  as  circumstances  would 
make  it  easy.  In  this  he  was  disappointed.  Some 
three  years  ago  the  original  company  sold  out  all 
their  right  of  their  immense  domain  to  certain  indi- 
viduals, who,  disregarding  all  former  pledges,  order- 
ed settlement  to  be  made  forthwith.  This  of  course, 
gave  general  and  well  grounded  dissatisfaction  to 
the  settlers,  particularly,  as  many  of  them  had  gone 
on  to  improve  and  beautify  the  property,  by  every 
means  within  their  power. 

In  the  present  instance  the  holder  of  the  contract 
could  not  meet  the  demand  of  the  new  agent,  and 
his  place  was  sacrificed  for  half  its  value.  As  may 
be  supposed,  the  indignation  felt  by  the  farmers  was 
deep  and  determined.  They  saw  their  neighbor 
ousted  from  his  home  by  what  they  termed  a tyran- 
nical measure.  They  applied  the  case  to  themselves, 
and  resolved  upon  force  and  resistance.  The  new 
purchaser  came  among  them  like  a wolf  in  the  night, 
and  like  wolves  the  farmers  visited  the  intruder.  He 
was  warned  to  leave,  but  disregarding  the  notice, 
shut  himself  up  and  retired  for  the  night.  True  to 
their  promise  the  people  came,  attacked  the  place, 
pulled  it  partly  down,  and  finally  set  it  on  fire.  At 
the  same  time  receiving  the  fire  of  muskets  from  the 
inmates. — This  we  believe  is  the  outline  of  the  af- 
fair. How  it  will  result,  time  alone  will  tell. 

[Buffalo  Com.  Ad. 

The  attachment  law.  It  is  known,  that  in  our  state, 
there  is  a law  which  authorises  a creditor,  if  he  choo- 
ses so  to  do,  to  attach  the  properly  of  a debtor,  with- 
out the  least  notice,  and  thus  secure  himself,  while 
the  other  creditors  obtain  nothing.  And  in  doing 
this,  the  debtor’s  business  may  be,  and  generally  is, 
entirely  stopped,  and  his  property  wasted  by  the  pro- 
cess of  removing  it  and  selling  it  at  the  post — the  net 
proceeds,  after  wear  and  tear,  storage,  fees,  &c.  not 
amounting  to  much  if  any  over  one-quarter  what  the 
property  was  actually  worth  in  the  hands  of  the  un- 
fortunate debtor.  And  this  too,  when  the  debt  may 
not  be  one-twentieth  part  of  the  property  held  by  the 
debtor.  We  know  not  if  there  is  another  state  in  the 
union  which  allows  one  man  thus  to  break  down  his 
fellow  man,  with  such  impunity,  and  disregard  of  all 
equity.  The  creditor  cannot  only  break  up  his  deb- 
tor’s business,  according  to  law,  but  can  also  make 
the  poor  debtor  pay  for  it,  and  besides  make  good  all 
damage  which  the  creditor  may  commit  in  convey- 
ing the  property  from  one  place  to  another. 

As  the  law  now  stands,  the  creditor  is  encouraged 
and  induced,  to  take  the  harshest  and  most  destruc- 
tive mode  to  secure  himself.  He  can  gratify  his 
self-interest  and  revenge,  at  the  sole  expense  of  the 
debtor,  and  his  other  creditors,  who  encouraged  him 
in  his  exertions  to  pay,  instead  of  wasting  his  sub- 
stance and  means  according  to  law! 

Such  a law  as  this  is  a disgrace  to  the  statute  book, 
and  should  be  speedily  expunged.  Public  opinion 
is  beginning  to  be  awakened  on  this  subject;  and  re- 
cent events  have  drawn  such  attention  to  it,  and  led 
to  such  expressions  of  popular  will,  as  encourages 
the  hope  that  measures  will  be  taken  to  enlist  the 
mass  of  the  people  in  lavor  of  a change  in  our  at- 
tachment laws.  We  hope  that  another  session  of  our 
legislature  will  not  pass  over,  without  a modification 
being  made  in  these  laws. 

Yve  do  not  intend  these  remarks  to  have  any  per- 
sonal application;  but  to  call  public  attention  to  the 
odious  and  unequal  features  of  the  Connecticut  at- 
tachment law,  with  a view  to  such  action  on  the 


part  of  the  people  as  may  lead  to  its  repeal — and  the 
substitution  of  a law  that  would  give  all  the  credi- 
tors an  equal  chance.  [ Middletown  Con.  Sentinel. 

A hardened  criminal.  Among  the  persons  recent- 
ly tiied  and  convicted  at  Cincinnati,  was  a man  who 
was  sentenced  to  20  years  labor  in  the  penitentiary 
for  the  crime  of  arson.  He  is  supposed  to  have  been 
concerned  in  all  or  most  of  the  fires  that  occurred  in 
Cincinnati  during  the  summer,  (except  accidental 
fires),  as  he  is  said  to  have  confessed  secretly  to  a 
comrade  that  he  set  eleven  fires  in  the  city  during 
the  summer,  before  the  one  for  which  he  was  con- 
victed. He  is  notorious  also  as  having  been  in  the 
Ohio  penitentiary,  and  escaped,  and  since  in  the 
Indiana  penitentiary  C years,  the  last  four  years  of 
the  time  wearing  23  pounds  of  iron  on  his  legs  to 
keep  him  from  breaking  away. 

Special  verdict.  In  the  U.  S.  circuit  couit,  at 
Philadelphia,  on  Wednesday  last,  in  the  case  of 
capt.  Young,  indicted  for  manslaughter  and  assault 
and  battery  on  the  high  seas,  the  jury  brought  in  a 
special  verdict — not  guilty  of  manslaughter,  but 
guilty  of  assault  and  battery,  as  charged.  The  court 
considered  the  verdict  equal  to  one  of  acquittal,  and 
recommended  a reconsideration;  but  on  returning  a 
second  time,  the  jury  could  not  agree,  when  the 
court  expressed  its  willingness  to  receive  the  ver- 
dict first  rendered;  but  on  this  the  jury  could  not 
again  agree.  The  court  explained  that  it  had  no  ju- 
risdiction in  common  cases  of  assault  and  battery, 
except  such  as  came  within  the  act  of  congress,  and 
again  recommended  a reconsideration;  but  the  jury, 
alter  being  out  all  night,  came  into  court  next  morn- 
ing, unabie  to  agree.  They  were  then  discharged, 
and  capt.  Young  held  to  bail  in  $5,000,  to  appear 
at  the  next  April  term  of  the  court. 

POLITICAL. 

St.  Louis,  Mo.  July  22,  1839. 

Dear  sir:  The  undersigned  in  behalf  of  your 
democratic  friends  of  the  county  of  St.  Louis,  re- 
gret that  from  your  uniform  refusal  to  accept  of 
public  dinners,  they  are  denied  that  manner  of  tes- 
tifying to  you  their  respect  and  of  joining  with 
you  in  congratulations  on  the  bright  and  brighten- 
ing prospects  of  the  republican  cause.  We  trust, 
however,  that  your  stay  among  us  will  afford  your 
friends  the  opportunity  they  all  anxiously  desire, 
of  renewing  and  cultivating  with  you  an  acquaint- 
ance as  our  fellow  citizen  and  friend,  as  well  as 
convesing  with  you  on  those  great  topics  of  nation- 
al interest  on  which  as  an  American  senator  you 
have  shed  so  much  light  and  won  such  imperisha- 
ble renown. 

It  is  to  us,  your  neighbors,  perhaps  more  than  any 
others  a source  of  gratification  and  pride,  to  mark 
your  career  and  your  fame,  and  to  feel  that  you 
have  deserved  it,  not  more  by  your  course  on  such 
subjects  as  the  currency  and  your  manly  resistance 
to  the  bank’s  assault  on  the  government  of  the 
people,  than  by  unambitious  labors  to  secure  the 
poor  man  the  fruits  of  his  toil,  in  reclaiming  the 
wilderness,  and  to  dispense  comforts  at  his  fireside 
by  destroying  the  monopolies  of  the  necessary  of 
life.  With  great  respect  we  are,  sir,  your  friends, 
and  obedient  servants, 

W.  C.  Anderson, 

Thomas  Andrews, 

Win.  Chambers, 

Wm.  Williams, 

Thos.  Lee, 

John  O.  Agnew, 

Andrew  J.  Davis, 

L.  E.  Lawless, 

J.  Langton, 

N.  llanney, 

Peter  H.  Engle, 

M.  Blair, 

Thos.  Watson,  sr. 

John  Ruland, 
ltobt.  Bowlin, 

N.  Tiernan, 

Peter  Connoly, 

Edward  Walsh, 

John  B.  King, 

B.  W.  Ayres, 

C.  Campbell, 

J.  Epse  Cowan, 

Wm.  C.  Skinner, 

Thomas  Jackson, 

Hon.  Thos.  H.  Benton. 

St.  Louis,  July  22,  1839. 

Gentlemen:  I return  you  my  best  thanks  for 
your  kind  letter  of  welcome  on  ray  return  to  this 
place,  and  I reciprocate  your  congratulations  on 
the  general  prosperity  of  the  country,  and  on  the 
bright  prospects  which  attend  the  democratic  par- 
ty; both  so  essentially  and  so  agreeably  different 
from  what  was  predicted  a few  years  ago.  I have 
travelled  much  this  spring,  in  other  states  as  well  as 


Jno.  M.  Wimer, 
Peter  Tiernan, 

A.  W.  Manning, 
John  Walsh, 

Thos.  O’Flatherty, 
Samuel  Hawkins, 
Joshua  Pilcher, 
Thos.  J.  White, 
Jos.  B.  Bowlin, 

I.  L.  Bean, 

John  H.  Watson, 
Thos.  B.  Hudson, 
John  O’Rourke, 
Wm.  L.  Sublette, 

B.  L.  Turnbull, 

W.  G.  Wyatt, 
Samuel  S.  Rayburn, 
Robt.  W.  Apre, 
Wm.  D.  Marrigan, 
R.  V.  Simmons, 
Peter  A.  Walsh, 
Victor  Monroe, 

John  Henton, 

James  B.  Walsh. 


in  Missouri;  and  I find  in  all  quarters  every  thing 
to  gratify  and  delight  the  patriot’s  heart.  I find 
the  country  generally,  and  the  west  in  particular, 
doing  far  better  without  a national  bank  than  it 
ever  did  with  one;  and  I find  the  democratic  party 
every  where  re-organizing  upon  its  ancient  princi- 
ples, and  steadily  advancing  to  the  pre-eminence 
which  it  occupied  in  1804,  at  the  second  election 
of  Mr.  Jefferson.  After  1840,  it  is  probable  that 
the  triumph  of  this  party  (the  only  true  child  of 
our  constitution)  will  be  complete;  and  it  is  to  he 
hoped  that  the  wisdom  of  its  measures  and  the  har- 
mony of  its  councils  will  be  such  as  to  perpetuate 
its  predominance,  and  to  maintain  the  policy  which 
the  administrations  of  general  Jackson  and  Mr.  Van 
Buren  have  marked  out,  and  which  so  many  elec- 
tions by  the  people  have  ratified  and  confirmed. 

In  my  ride  of  eleven  hundred  miles  among  my 
constituents,  I have  found  our  state  rapidly  im- 
proving, and  far  exceeding  any  estimate  which  I 
had  formed  of  its  value.  Great  as  rny  opinion  was 
of  its  unrivalled  resources  and  pre-eminent  advan- 
tages, I found  that  opinion  constantly  excelled  by 
the  realities  which  were  presented  to  my  view.  I 
found  her  soil,  her  lead,  her  iron,  her  coal,  her  pas- 
toral advantages,  and  her  navigable  facilities  far 
exceeding  any  estimate  I had  formed  of  them;  and 
sufficient  to  justify  the  belief  that  (he  seventy 
thousand  square  miles  which  compose  the  state  of 
Missouri  comprise  more  advantages  than  are  to  be 
found  in  any  other  equal  extent\rf  territory  upon 
the  face  of  the  globe.  Our  citizens  are  rapidly  im- 
proving this  fine  country,  and  a great  emigration  is 
pouring  in.  Multitudes  are  attracted  to  our  state 
by  the  fame  of  its  natural  advantages;  others  by 
its  happy  exemption  thus  far,  from  the  evils  which 
afflict  some  other  states.  To  the  citizens  of  other 
states  who  are  beginning  to  discover  by  sad  expe- 
rience the  miseries  of  the  paper  system,  the  ex- 
hausting effect  of  state  debts,  the  inutility  of  grand 
improvements  in  new  countries,  and  the  illusions 
of  banking  upon  state  bonds  and  the  paper  of  other 
banks;  to  the  citizens  who  have  discovered  these 
things  in  our  sister  states,  our  fine  Missouri  is,  at 
present  “a  city  of  refuge  and  a house  of  safety.” 
She  is  an  asylum  at  present,  to  those  who  fly  from 
improvident  state  debt  and  from  miserable  state 
banking.  But  this  advantage  is  beginning  to  be 
jeoparded,  and  if  things  go  on  as  they  now  tend 
our  own  proud  Missouri  must  soon  be  loaded  with 
state  debt  and  covered  with  paper  money.  Fortu- 
nately, we  are  not  yet  too  far  gone  to  avail  our- 
selves of  the  experience  of  other  states  and  to 
examine  well  into  their  condition  before -we  put 
ourselves  into  the  same  predicament. 

Our  city  of  St.  Louis  is  advancing  with  giant 
strides  to  her  proper  destiny;  she  has  put  on  her 
“ seven  league  boots,”  and  is  stepping  up  to  the  place 
which  belongs  to  her;  the  first  place  among  the 
cities  of  the  west,  next  after  New  Orleans!  But 
let  her  not  forget,  that  her  gigantic  growth  has  been 
upon  the  solid  rock  of  hard  money,  and  that  she  is 
now  making  the  experiment  of  floating  upon  an 
ocean  of  paper.  If  a storm  shall  come  in  that 
ocean— if  the  Neptunes  who  preside  over  the  flux 
and  reflux  of  its  waters  shall  choose  to  make  a 
storm  in  it,  and  thousand  are  submerged — let  it  then 
be  remembered  that  it  was  her  own  choice  to  quit 
the  solid  rock  of  specie,  to  embark  upon  the  flow- 
ing tides  and  tempestuous  waves  of  a paper  cur- 
rency. 1 

Our  state  constitution  has  provided  that  W'e 
should  have  but  one  bank,  and  that  bank  should 
have  but  five  branches,  and  these  established  but 
pne  at  a time,  and  once  in  two  years.  All  this  W’as 
to  save  us  from  a multiplicity  of  banks,  and  from 
a medley  and  farrago  of  paper  money.  Can  any 
one  tell  how  many  banks  and  bankers  we  have  at 
present?  what  is  the  medley  of  paper  money  they 
emit?  what  are  the  limitations  upon  them?  and 
what  privilege  of  banking  they  do  not  exercise- 
except  that  ol  making  their  own  paper?  a privilege 
which  the  tactics  ol  modern  banking  discards,  and 
which  the  use  of  imported  paper  supplies1’  and 
irresponsibility,  as  some  believe,  but  as  the  law  de- 
nies. The  constitution  and  the  policy  or  the  state 
e trampled  under  foot.  The  people  are  to  be  the 

victims  ol  infractions  which  every  one  beholds  and 

which  no  penalties  arrest.  The  loss  of  (he  curren 
cy  bill  of  the  last  session  of  our  legislature  was  a 
calamity  which  all  must  soon  see  and  deplore 
Heretofore  we  have  been  chiefly  occupied’wilh 
national  politics:  hereafter  the  policy  of  the  stale 
will  be  entitled  to  absorbing  attention;  and  may 
the  results  ol  wisdom  and  patriotism  crown  the  ia- 
bors  of  those  who  may  be  charged  with  the  event- 
ful business  of  legislation.  Respectfully,  irenlle 
men,  your  friend  and  fellow  citizen, 

„„  Tlr  THOMAS  II.  BENTON 

Messrs.  Wm.  C.  Anderson,  Jno.  M.  Wimer  Thn* 
Andrews  and  others.  ’ 
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Army.  Lieutenant  col.  J.  B.  Brant,  quartermaster 
general,  resigned  his  commission  on  the  7th  instant,  and 
the  acceptance  of  his  resignation  is  officially  announc- 
ed. The  decision  of  the  court  martial  which  met  at 
St.  Louis  last  summer  in  his  case,  is  not  yet  officially 
published. 

Army  intelligence.  Lieut.  J.  W.  Penrose,  2d  infan- 
try, has  assumed  temporarily  the  duties  of  assistant 
quartermaster  at  Micanopy. 

Lieutenant  James  Hanson,  7th  infantry,  has  been 
ordered  to  cut  a direct  road  between  that  place  and 
Pilatka. 

Advertisement.  The  following  laconic  epistle  may 
be  seen  in  the  window  of  a coffee  house  in  Feather- 
ston  street,  city  road:  “Stolen  from  this  window,  a 
China  cup  and  saucer;  the  set  being  incomplete,  the 
thief  may  have  the  remainder  a bargain.’’ 

Bread.  No  less  than  149  bakers,  residing  in  Paris 
and  the  bantieu,  were  tried  at  the  last  session  of  the 
tribunal  of  simple  police,  for  selling  bread  under  weight. 

Blue  ink  is  said  to  contain  Prussic  acid,  a violent  poi- 
son. No  sucking  pens. 

The  Bank  of  the  U.  Slates  of  Pa.  on  the  7th  Novem- 
ber reports  to  the  auditor  general,  liabilities  to  the 
amount  of  twenty-six  millions  of  dollars,  of  which  12 
millions  are  notes  on  demand,  and  post  notes,  and 
eight  millions  debt  in  Europe.  Since  that  period  it  is 
said  that  this  amount  of  liabilities  has  been  diminished. 
They  estimate  a surplus  of  five  millions. 

Canada.  “The  news  we  have  here  from  the  Cana- 
das— says  the  New  York  correspondence  of  the  Na- 
tional Intelligencer — political  and  commercial,  is  very 
gloomy.  It  is  reported  that  sir  George  Arthur  sent 
home  his  resignation  by  the  Great  Western.  Emigra- 
tion from  Upper  Canada  to  the  United  States  is  con- 
tinually going  on.  Money  affairs  are  very  unpromis- 
ing, both  in  Montreal  and  Toronto.  A general  bank- 
ruptcy is  apprehended.’’ 

It  is  stated  that  the  union  of  the  Canadas  has  been 
fully  resolved  upon  by  the  governor  general,  without 
regard  to  opinions,  either  on  one  side  or  the  other. 

The  special  council  of  Lower  Canada  met  on  the 
11th  instant,  pursuant  to  the  summons.  The  chief 
justice  and  five  other  members  have  been  added  since 
the  adjournment  in  April,  and  it  now  consists  of  six- 
teen. The  governor  general  was  present,  and  laid  before 
the  council  three  ordinances  for  renewal— one  relating 
to  seizure  and  detention  of  arms,  gunpowder,  &c. — the 
second  to  persons  charged  with  high  treason,  suspi- 
cion of  treason,  &c. — and  the  third  to  the  seminary  of 
St.  Sulpice. 

The  British  government  have  made  a contract  wi  th 
the  Niagara  dock  company,  to  build  a war  steamer  for 
Lake  Erie,  of  400  tons  burthen.  The  vessel  will  be 
built  at  Chippewa,  where  the  company  has  purchas- 
ed ground  for  a ship  yard,  which  is  now  in  course  of 
preparation. 

Canal.  The  Georgetown  Advocate  states  that  the 
reported  breach  in  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal, 
near  Williamsport,  Md.  was  but  slight,  and  that  the  wa- 
ter was  let  in  on  Saturday  last.  Since  then  another 
breach  at  the  same  place  is  announced. 

We  learn  from  the  Baltimdre  American  of  the  22d 
inst.  that  upon  introducing  the  water  into  the  Sus- 
quehanna and  Tide  Water  canal,  which  was  supposed 
to  be  on  the  very  eve  of  going  into  operation,  a breach 
occurred  at  Otter  creek,  14  miles  below  Wrightsville,  so 
considerable  as  certainly  to  defer  the  opening  of  the  ca- 
nal this  fall.  Water  has  been  admitted  into  the  canal  from 
Muddy  creek  down  to  Havre  de  Grace,  a distance  of 
twenty-three  miles,  and  that  “all  stands  well.”  Above 
the  breach  the  canal  is  navigable  through  a line  of 
fourteen  miles  to  Wrightsville. 

Cocoonery.  Mr.  Physic,  of  Germantown,  Pa.  is  the 
proprietor  of  the  largest  cocoonery  in  the  world.  He 
has  ted  this  season  1,000,000  of  worms  and  has  400,000 
mulberry  trees  growing.  He  is  about  planting  sixty  acres 
more;  and  the  year  after  he  calculates  on  feeding  fifty 
millions  of  worms! 

Cotton.  The  steamer  Oronoke,  departed  from  Mem- 
phis, for  New  Orleans  on  the  2d,  with  a freight  of  1,700 
bales  of  cotton.  The  Compte  departed  on  the  same 
day  with  500  bales.  The  Worden  Pope  departed  on 
the  4th  with  400. 

The  s'eamer  Emperor,  arrived  at  New  Orleans  with 
2,907  bales  of  cotton  on  board,  being  the  largest  freight 
from  up  river,  on  a single  boat  this  season.  The  steam- 
er Daniel  Webster  also  arrived  with  2,213  bales  on 
board;  making  together,  5,120  bales  cotton  received  by 
two  boats. 

The  La  Grange  Herald  thinks  that  Memphis  must 
ship  largely  over  50,000  bales  of  cotton  this  season,  and 
estimates  the  crop  of  Fayette  county  to  be  at  least 
20,000  bales. 

The  Mobile  Register  says  the  prospects  of  the  cotton 
crop  are  most  cheering — that  this  year’s  crop  “will  ex- 
ceed that  of  the  last  by  at  least  from  60  to  100,000  bales 
in  the  exports  from  Mobile.1’ 

The  Tuscaloosa  Flag  of  the  Union  estimates  the 
cotton  crop  of  this  season,  at  2,000,000  of  bales. 

The  Cherokees.  The  Little  F-ock  (Ark.)  Star,  of  Oct. 
19,  says,  the  steamboat  Lady  Morgan,  arrived  on  the 
evening  of  the  14th  inst.  from  Fort  Gibson,  brings 
the  latest  news  from  the  nation.  No  further  distur- 
bances of  consequence  have  taken  place — though  from 
the  course  taken  by  the  authorities  at  the  fort,  it  would 
seem  that  some  are  apprehended.  A soldier  was  shot 


and  dangerously  wounded  by  an  Indian  a few  days 
since  in  a private  broil.  The  Indian  is  known  and  will 
probably  be  taken.  The  Ross  faction  are  very  indig- 
nant at  the  idea  of  any  intereference  on  the  part  of  our 
government  on  account  of  the  murder  of  Ridge, 
and  make  some  pretty  strong  intimations  of  an  inten- 
tion to  resist  the  authority  of  the  laws.  Affairs  are  of 
course  in  a very  unsettled  condition,  though  no  imme- 
diate outbreak  is  apprehended. 

Deaths.  Died  at  St.  Augustine  on  the  9th  inst.  lieut. 
B.  Poole,  3d  artillery;  Miss  Sarah  Faren,  of  New  Jer- 
sey; Mr.  J.  Taylor,  Mrs.  M.  Porter.  On  the  11th,  A. 
E.  Friedlander,  of  Hamburg,  Germany;  E.  O’Meca,  of 
Ireland.  On  the  12th,  Jacob  Brown,  lieut.  Rowley  S . 
Jennings,  3d  artillery,  of  Tennessee.  On  the  13th, 
passed  midshipman  W.  S.  Smith,  of  the  U.  S.  navy,  a 
native  of  Norfolk,  Va. 

Mr.  John  Cochran,  one,  and  probably  the  last  of  the 
“Boston  tea  party,’’  died  at  Portsmouth,  N.  H.  a few 
days  ago,  aged  ninety  years. 

Exchange  on  England  is  quoted  on  New  York  at 
107  a 108;  on  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore  110  1-2  a 
110  3-4;  on  New  Orleans  5 a 6;  on  Mobile  LI  a 
11  1-2. 

A letter  from  Cincinnati  dated  13th  inst.  quotes  ex- 
change on  New  York  at  15  per  cent. 

Elermann,  the  last  living  member  of  the  national  con- 
vention, who  voted  for  the  death  of  Louis  16tn,  died  at 
Strasburg  the  beginning  of  October. 

Farmers.  “In  all  ages  and  in  all  countries,  ithasbeen 
observed  that  the  cultivators  of  the  soil  are  those  who 
are  least  willing  to  part  with  their  rights  and  submit 
hemselves  to  the  will  of  a master.’’  [ W.  H.  Harrison. 

Fisheries  of  the  lakes.  Eight  thousand  three  hun- 
dred and  eighty-four  barrels  of  lake  fish  have  gone  up 
the  Ohio  canal  from  Cleveland  this  season.  It  cannot, 
we  think,  be  too  high  to  estimate  the  quantity  sold  here 
the  present  season  at  10,000  barrels.  What  quantities 
are  sold  at  other  lake  ports  we  have  no  means  of  as- 
certaining. [Cleveland  Herald. 

Florida.  Micanopy , Nov.  9.  More  Indian  murder. 
On  the  8th  I went  over  to  Hope’s,  across  the  prairie, 
and  came  pretty  near  being  intercepted  by  a party  of 
Indians;  tl-ey  having  fired  on  and  wounded  some  cat- 
tle, just  as  I entered  the  prairie,  and  1 suppose  would 
have  reserved  their  fire  for  me,  had  I not  been  on  a 
fleet  horse,  with  the  assistance  of  whose  legs  I was 
soon  out  of  danger.  This  morning  the  express  rider 
left  here  for  Fort  King;  after  proceeding  about  three 
miles  towards  that  post  he  heard  rifles  fire  near  McIn- 
tosh’s plantation,  and  after  riding  about  half  a mile 
further,  met  two  men  who  told  him  they  had  been  fired 
upon  by  a party  of  the  enemy,  and  one  of  their  men 
was  killed.  Both  of  these  men  were  wounded,  and 
are  now  in  the  hospital  here;  the  arm  of  one,  the  sur- 
geon thinks,  will  have  to  be  amputated. 

Fuel.  The  New  York  Gazette  states  that  in  some 
of  the  yards  in  that  city  the  enormous  price  of  $14  50 
and  $15  the  chaldron  is  asked  for  Liverpool  coal. 

Georgia-  A bill  has  been  reported  in  the  legislature  of 
Georgia,  at  its  present  session,  to  repeal  the  general 
banking  law  of  the  state — a law,  in  its  principal  provi- 
sions, like  the  N.  York  law  on  the  same  subject — was  re- 
jected on  the  14th  inst.  by  a vote  of  39  to  48. 

General  Jackson,  has  been  invited  by  the  citizens  of 
N.  Orleans  without  distinction  of  party,  to  attend  a 
grand  celebration  of  the  battle  of  New  Orleans,  the 
8th  January,  ensuing. 

Kidnapping.  A Hudson,  N.  Y.  correspondent  of 
the  American  states,  that  Abraham  Dumohut,  a stout 
built  black  fellow,  above  the  middle  size,  about  36  years 
of  age,  suddenly  disappeared  from  that  quarter,  Aug. 
25th.  A strange  schooner  lying  near  that  place,  it  is 
said,  sailed  the  following  night.  From  whence  she 
came,  or  to  what  port  bound,  is  not  known.  It  is  sup- 
posed he  was  decoyed,  or  taken  forcibly  on  board.  Se- 
veral colored  persons  unknown  in  Catskill  were  seen 
on  the  deck  of  the  schooner  a short  time  previous. 

Mobile  dates  received  to  the  13th  inst.  states,  a hard 
frost  had  been  experienced,  and  the  fever  had  ceased. 
A fire  occurred  on  the  8th,  in  the  rear  of  the  Alabama 
Hotel — damage  estimated  at  $12,000. 

Michigan  election.  Sufficient  returns  are  received  to 
ascertain  that  the  whigs  have  carried  the  state  by  con- 
siderable majorities.  A whig  U.  S.  senator  will  pro- 
bably be  elected,  the  legislature  having  failed  to  elect  a 
senator  last  session. 

Mississippi  election.  Twenty-four  counties  have  been 
heard  from.  The  administration  candidate  for  govenor 
is  no  doubt  elected.  He  polls  higher  than  their  candi- 
dates for  congress.  The  votes  for  congressmen  so  far, 
stands,  and  compares  with  the  April  election. 

November,  1839. 

Adm.  Whig. 

Brown,  8,766  Bingham,  9,834 

Thompson,  8,632  Davis,  9,213 

April,  1839. 

Adm.  Whig. 

Claborne,  5,793  Prentiss  8,382 

Davis,  5,608  Word,  8,052 

Mingo.  The  celebrated  race  horse  Mingo,  was  kil- 
led in  Kentucky,  by  a tree  falling  on  him. 

Ohio  river.  The  Pittsburg  Gazette,  of  the  18th,  says, 
the  river  is  in  excellent  condition  for  steamboat  navi- 
gation. 


The  Wheeling  Times,  of  the  19th,  says  that  there  is 
four  feet  water  in  the  channel. 

The  planets.  Venus  and  Jupiter  have  been  seen 
within  a few  days  in  broad  daylight,  the  atmosphere  is 
so  clear  and  transparent. 

Governor  Porter.  The  Keystone  says— “his  excel- 
lency David  R.  Porter,  has  nearly  recovered  from  his 
recent  indisposition,  and  will  doubtless  in  a few  days 
be  again  able  to  attend  to  his  public  duties  in  the  exe- 
cutive chamber.’’ 

Rail  road  travelling.  It  is  estimated  that  about  four 
hundred  thousand  persons  travel  over  the  rail  road  be- 
tween New  York  and  Baltimore,  annually;  and  a like 
number  over  the  road  from  Baltimore  to  the  city  of 
Washington.  [Phil.  Herald. 

St.  Augustine.  The  News  of  the  15th  inst.  estimates 
that  they  have  had  between  8 and  900  cases  of  disease 
since  the  13th  Sept,  of  which  39  have  proved  fatal. 

Silk.  Harris’  Pittsburg  Intelligencer  states  that  one 
of  the  stores  in  that  city  will,  in  a short  time,  be  suppli- 
ed with  domestic  manufactured  silk  goods  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  public.' 

The  rev.  D.  V.  McLean,  of  Freehold,  New  Jersey, 
obtained  the  gold  medal  at  the  recent  fair  of  the  Ame- 
rican institute,  for  the  best  specimen  of  raw  silk,  and 
the  greatest  quantity  produced  from  the  quarter  of  an 
acre.  The  Mommouth  Inquirer  says: 

We  understand  the  silk  attracted  great  attention  at 
the  fair,  and  received  the  highest  encomiums.  These  it 
undoubtedly  deserves,  for  we  never  saw  a more  beauti- 
ful specimen  of  raw  silk.  When  Mr.  McLean  pub- 
lishes a statement  in  reference  to  his  experiments,  snow- 
ing the  profits  of  the  silk  culture— as  we  understand  he 
intends  to  do — we  greatly  doubt  whether  so  many  peo- 
ple will  be  willing  to  sacrifice  their  morus  multicaulis, 
as  seem  now  inclined  to  do  it. 

Slavers.  We  mentioned  yesterday  the  arrest  of  five 
citizens  of  Baltimore,  charged  with  participationin  the 
slave  trade.  We  learn  that  the  grand  jury  of  Baltimore 
has  sent  to  this  city  for  additional  evidence,  and  that, 
in  compliance  with  an  order  from  the  United  States 
district  attorney,  Mr.  Butler,  the  British  consul  at  this 
port  has  sent  on  documents  and  a seaman  from  one  of 
the  British  cruisers. 

It  is  stated  that  ihe  district  attorney  of  Baltimore,  at 
the  request  of  the  grand  jury,  has  visited  this  city  for 
the  purpose  of  collecting  information  respecting  the 
captured  slavers,  alleged  to  belong  to  that  port.  And 
that  two  gentlemen  belonging  to  the  British  ernirers 
have  gone  to  Baltimore,  probably  to  testify  before  the 
grand  jury. 

The  president  refused  to  receive  the  slavers,  stating, 
in  an  interview  with  captain  Fitzgerald,  of  the  Buzzard, 
that  he  considered  them  as  Spanish  property,  and  not 
American.  They  will  doubtless  be  condemned  at  Ber- 
muda. [A.  Y.  Com. 

Trade.  The  value  oi  goods  exported  from  Great 
Britain  to  this  country  in  1838  is  estimated  at  ninety 
millions  of  dollars,  and  the  goods  received  from  this 
country  in  return  during  the  same  period  are  valued  at 
sixty  millions. 

The  New  York  papers  say  that  1,500,000  barrels 
of  flour  will  be  sent  to  England,  and  thus  $10,000,000 
of  the  foreign  debt  will  be  paid  off. 

We  might  stand  a chance  to  liquidate  our  foreign 
debt  in  this  way,  if  it  were  not  for  the  small  circum- 
stance that  the  same  vessels  which  carry  out  the  flour 
will  bring  in  foreign  goods  to  the  amount  of  15,000,000 
dollars!  We  will  never  get  out  of  debt  in  this  way. 

Toasts.  The  following  toasts  were  drank  at  the 
Worcester  cattle  show  dinner: 

Tilling  the  earth — An  employment  of  man  in  Para- 
dise— it  brings  with  it  still  the  cheerfulness  of  health 
and  the  happiness  of  content,  and  raises  him  to  the 
dignity  of  true  independence. 

Education  of  the  young — The  culture  of  a virgin  soil, 
if  sowed  with  good  seed,  the  harvest  richly  repays  the 
labor;  if  left  fallow,  noxious  weeds  alone  spring  up  in 
baleful  profusion. 

Agriculture,  commerce  and  manufactures — An  honest 
old  trading  firm;  always  successful  when  true  to  each 
other.  May  there  be  no  dissolution  of  co-partnership 
by  mutual  consent. 

The  national  team  of  twenty-six  strong — Whoever 
drives  or  whoever  holds,  may  there  be  no  shoveing  or 
goading;  no  getting  over  the  traces  and  no  breaking  the 
chain. 

Cure  for  hard  times — Cheat  the  doctor,  by  being  tem- 
perate; cheat  the  lawyer,  by  keeping  out  of  debt;  and 
cheat  the  demagogue,  of  whatever  party,  by  voting  for' 
honest  men. 

Morus  multicaulis — A tough  name  for  a tender  tree. 
Though  it  has  worm'd  itself  into  the  affections  of  so 
many,  may  they  never  find  themselves  bit  by  a catter- 
piliar,  nor  see  their  hopes  fly  away  on  the  wings  of  a 
butterfly. 

Signora  America  Vespucci  left  Boston  for  the  south- 
ward on  Saturday  last.  The  editor  of  the  Sentinel 
regrets  that  Boston  had  not  more  attractions  for  the  re- 
presentative of  the  renowned  navigator,  who  gave  a 
name  to  the  continent. 

Wheat.  At  Newark,  Ohio,  wheat  is  selling  at  56 
cents,  corn  at  28  cents,  and  flour  at  $5. 

We  learn  from  an  authentic  source,  that  15,000 
bushels  of  wheat,  were  sold  a few  days  since  at  Mar- 
shall, Calhoun  county,  Michigan,  at  30  cents  a bushel. 

[Buffalo  Ada. 
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DO“Remittances  bv  mail.  “A  postmaster  may  en- 
close money  in  a letter  to  the  publisher  of  a newspaper, 
to  pay  the  subscription  of  a third  person,  and  frank  the 
letter,  if  written  by  himself.” — Amos  Kendall. 

Some  of  our  subscribers  may  not  be  aware  that  they 
may  save  the  postage  on  subscription  money,  byre- 
questing  the  postmaster  where  they  reside  to  frank  their 
letters  containing  such  money,  he  being  able  to  satisfy 
himself  before  a letter  is  sealed,  that  it  contains  nothing 
but  what  refers  to  the  subscription.  [Am.  Farmer. 


FOREIGN  AFFAIRS. 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  steam  ship  British  Queen  left  Liverpool  on 
the  3d,  and  arrived  at  New  York  the  evening  of  the 
23d,  with  180  passengers.  The  last  week  of  her 
passage  she  experienced  very  bad  weather.  The 
Liverpool  had  not  arrived  and  consequently  nothing 
was  known  of  the  suspension  of  specie  payments 
here.  We  have  very  little  news  by  this  arrival. — 
Cotton  had  declined  ^d.  Mr.  Jaudon  had  not  suc- 
ceeded in  negotiating  with  the  Messrs.  Hopes.  Par- 
liament had  been  prorogued  to  the  24th  December. 

Prince  Albert  is  the  guest  of  queen  Victoria,  and 
it  is  said  they  appear  much  irt  public  together. 

All  foreign  securities  were  much  depressed,  fo- 
reign exchanges  further  declined,  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land had  exhausted  its  credit  in  Paris,  without  pro- 
ducing the  intended  effect  of  giving  a favorable  turn 
to  the  exchanges. 

Bunk  of  England,  Oct.  24 th. 
LIABILITIES. 


Circulation, 

Deposites, 


17,612,000 

6,734,000 


ASSETS. 

Securities,  24,939, 000 

Bullion,  2,525,000 

Private  and  joint  stock  bank.  From  Tuesday's 
Gazette.  An  account  of  the  aggregate  amount  of 
notes  circulated  in  England  and  Wales,  by  private 
and  joint  stock  banks  and  their  branches,  distin- 
guishing private  ftom  joint  stock  banks,  between 
the  29th  of  June,  1839,  and  the  28th  of  September, 
1839.  From  returns  directed  by  3 and  4 William 
84,  chap.  83. 

Private  banks,  6,917,657 

Joint  stock  banks,  4,167,313 


11,084,970 

Henry  L.  Wickham. 
Stamps  and  taxes,  Oct.  2St/i,  1839. 

The  London  ot  the  2d  November  says: 

Though  money  has  been  comparatively  easy  dur- 
ing the  whole  of  the  week,  there  was  some  indica- 
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tion  in  the  latter  part,  of  a renewal  of  the  pressure — 
no  cause  for  this  transpired  in  the  shape  of  rumor, 
bufthe  increased  caution  in  the  monetary  circles 
was  too  obvious  to  be  mistaken. 

It  is  understood  the  Bank  of  England  has  re- 
ceived large  accessions  of  specie  since  the  publica- 
tion of  its  last  report. 

The  British  army  have  gained  signal  victories  in 
Afghanistan  and  Cabool,  and  all  that  country  is  now 
reduced  under  their  power. 

There  have  been  a number  of  violent  shocks  of 
earthquakes  in  Perthshire  in  Scotland. 

A woman  died  lately  in  Italy,  at  the  advanced 
age  of  143  years,  after  having  eight  husbands,  the 
last  of  whom  survived  her. 

Lord  Lynedoch  is  the  senior  peer  of  the  house  of 
lords,  being  in  his  eighty-ninth  year.  He  is  in  the 
full  enjoyment  of  all  his  faculties,  and  very  active 
considering  his  advanced  years. 

Reported  death  of  lord  Brougham.  The  London 
papers  of  the  22d  ultimo,  were  filled  with  long  eu- 
logistic articles  on  the  character,  talents  and  attain 
mentsof  Henry  Brougham.  The  occasion  was  the 
announcement  of  his  lordship’s  death  through  the 
kicking  of  an  unruly  horse  and  the  upsetting  of  a 
carriage.  It  appears  that  his  lordship  was  travelling 
towards  Westmoreland  with  three  friends,  when  the 
accident  happened  and  report  of  the  great  states- 
man’s death  was  immediately  forwarded  to  London; 
which  enabled  his  lordship  to  have  the  pleasure  of 
reading  his  own  posthumus  character.  The  acci 
dent  did  not  appear  to  have  improved  the  noble  lord’s 
temper,  if  we  may  judge  by  the  following  note: 
Thomas  Close,  Saturday. 

Send  immediately  a postchaise  to  bring  me  back 
Your  carriage  is  broke  to  pieces,  and  your  driver  is 
very  much  hurt.  I never  saw  so  scandalous  a thing 
done  by  an  inn-keeper.  Brougham. 

Horrible  outrage.  Three  boys,  Hay  Leprove, 
Pullen  and  Birgs,aged  fifteen,  fourteen  and  thir- 
teen years,  are  sentenced  to  death  at  Lewis,  in 
Sussex,  for  violating  Elizabeth  Hellingham,  aged 
15,  in  the  fields  near  Patcham. 

Horrible  explosion.  Harding’s  pocket  manufac- 
tory near  Buckingham  palace,  blew  up  on  the  1st 
of  November.  Five  families  lived  in  the  building, 
and  they  were  nearly  all  blown  to  atoms.  It  shook 
the  palace  like  an  earthquake. 

Liverpool,  Oct.  30.  Cotton  market.  A good 
business  has  been  done  in  cotton  to-day,  and  the 
market  has  presented  a fine  appearance,  5,000  bales 
have  been  sold,  consisting  of  300  Brazil,  9 3-4d.  to 
10  l-2d.  700  Surats,  5d.  to  5 3-4d.  and  the  remain- 
der American.  Exporters  have  taken  350  American. 
From  the  London  Times,  Nov.  1,  Thursday  evening. 

The  funds  remain  with  scarcely  any  variation  in 
prices,  but  the  market  is  almost  entirely  inactive. — 
Consols  left  off  at  90  3-8  to  1-2  for  money,  and  90 
3-4  sellers  for  account.  Bank  stock  180  1-2,  India 
stock,  247  1 2 to  8 1-2,  exchequer  bills,  5s.  to  3s. 
discount. 

Mr.  Henry  Tufnell,  private  secretary  of  lord 
Minto,  is  to  be  the  new  lord  of  the  treasury.  Mr. 
Tufnell  has  announced  himself  as  a candidate  for 
Davenport,  as  a successor  to  sir  Edward  Codrirgton, 
whose  appointment  to  the  command  of  Portsmouth 
has  caured  a vacancy  in  the  representation  of  that 
borough. 

We  have  reason  to  believe  (says  the  Maidstone 
Journal)  having  received  information  from  a source 
on  which  we  can  implicitly  rely,  that  an  application 
is  now  under  the  consideration  of  the  lords  of  the 
treasury,  to  lower  the  present  duty  on  foreign  pota- 
toes and  to  alter  the  mode  of  estimating  it. 

A numerous  body  of  the  tenantry  ofcapt.  Bryan, 
M.  P.  assembled  at  Jenkinstown  to  welcome  his  re- 
turn to  Ireland.  Amongst  those  who  participated 
in  the  rejoicings  was  a Mrs.  Whelan,  a hale  old 
grandame,  aged  105,  who  tripped  it  on  the  light  fan- 
tastic toe  as  merrily  as  the  youngest.  She  danced 
for  a considerable  time  without  any  appearance  of 
fatigue. 

At  Manchester  several  large  failures  have  taken 
place.  Owing  to  these  failures  and  the  pressure  on 
the  market,  the  demand  for  yarn  was  extremely  li- 
mited and  prices  unsteady,  sales  being  made  at  the 
same  time,  at  rates  varying  1 l-4d.  to  l-2d.  per  lb. 
for  same  quantities  and  description  of  goods. 

Lord  Ashburton  has  laid  out  upwards  of  £ 100,000 
in  the  purchase  of  land  in  Devon,  within  the  last 
year. 


Extract  of  a letter  to  the  New  York  Morning 
Herald,  dated 

London,  Nov.  2. 

American  securities  are  not  the  least  dealt  in; 
this  is  caused  by  the  unsettled  state  of  things  be- 
tween us  and  you — little  faith  is  placed  in  any  of 
Ihe  bonds  offered  here  for  sale,  and  it  is  not  proba- 
ble any  thing  w'ill  be  done  in  any  description  till 
the  turn  of  the  year.  It  is  then  to  be  hoped,  if  the 
dividends  are  regularly  and  punctually  paid,  preju- 
dice will  give  way  to  sound  and  honest  judgment. 

Letters  from  Havre,  are  to  the  27th  tilt.  Large 
receipts  of  cotton  had  coine  to  hand  from  New 
York,  and  sales  lor  the  week  had  been  free,  in 
amount  lull  620  bales.  Rates  were  about  the  same, 
but  American  is  bought  mostly.  A sale  in  Geor- 
gia had  been  done  at  a trifle  below  the  current  rates, 
and  this  had  within  the  last  two  days  induced 
holders  to  keep  back.  The  market  altogether 
might  be  taken  as  firm.  Actual  stock  60,000  bales, 
of  which  55,000  were  United  States.  In  other 
produce  markets,  little  business  was  doing. 

Tallow  was  rather  brisk;  756  brls.  had  arrived 
from  St.  Petersburg.  The  accounts  from  the  va- 
rious French  grain  provinces  represent  the  price  of 
grain  as  being  very  low,  the  anticipations  as  to  the 
abundance  of  the  general  crops  being  fully  realiz- 
ed. At  Metz,  however,  prices  were  well  main- 
tained; nevertheless  the  appearances  from  that 
“arrondissement”  fully  justified  the  expectation  of 
a favorable  crop.  The  letters  from  Rotterdam  and 
Amsterdam  represent  things  as  being  in  about  the 
same  state  as  when  the  Great  Western  brought  you 
advices. 

The  crops.  The  grain  crops  in  the  United  King- 
dom which  as  represented  will  not  quite  come  up 
to  an  average,  though  in  North  Britain  the  pro- 
duction of  grain  this  year  has  much  exceeded  that 
of  1838.  In  Great  Britain  all  the  grain  south  of 
Westmoreland,  Cumberland,  Durham  and  some 
parts  of  -Northumberland  counties,  have  been 
harvested  and  the  crops  well  secured.  In  those 
counties  and  the  west  of  Scotland  there  was  a large 
quantity  of  corn  still  out. 

The  corn  crops  in  the  eastern  and  inland  coun- 
ties were  well  secured.  The  potatoe  crop  in  Scot- 
land, has  proved  large  and  of  excellent  quality. 

In  London  for  the  week  ending  on  the  1st  inst. 
the  arrivals  of  foreign  wheat  had  been  rather  large, 
consisting  of  19,882  qrs.  The  duty  rose  6s.  in- 
stead of  3s.  per  qr.  on  Thursday — the  inferiority  of 
the  new  English  having  caused  the  average  price 
of  the  kingdom  to  decline  more  rapidly  than  was 
calculated.  Previous  to  the  duty  advancing,  23,168 
qrs.  were  entered  for  consumption  at  10s.  8d.  perqr. 

Throughout  the  week  there  existed  a good  de- 
mand for  old  foreign  wheat.  Holders  were  gene- 
rally unwilling  to  sell,  the  rise  in  the  duty  above 
referred  to  having  naturally  had  the  effect  of  im- 
parting additional  confidence  to  sellers;  the  advance 
of  Is.  to  2s.  per  qr.  on  former  terms,  which  was  in 
most  cases  insisted  on,  tended,  nevertheless,  to 
check  business. 

For  flour  there  had  been  a fair  steady  demand! 
5,600  cwt.  of  foreign  were  entered  for  consumption 
at  the  custom  house  on  the  30th  ult. 

Interference  with  China.  We  hear  that  a fast  sail- 
ing vessel  of  between  three  and  four  hundred  tons 
burthen,  named  the  Mor,  is  about  to  be  sent  out  to 
Canton,  with  orders  from  the  British  government, 
in  relation  to  the  misunderstandings  which  have 
sprung  up  between  the  Chinese  authorities  and  cap- 
tain Elliott.  It  seems  to  be  understood  that  lord 
Palmerston  so  far  supports  the  views  of  the  latter  as 
to  have  expressed  a very  distinct  wish,  that  no  fur- 
ther dealings  should  take  place  between  the  two 
nations,  otherwise  than  upon  the  most  clearly  defin- 
ed principles. 

The  Chinese  are  so  little  to  be  found  fault  with, 
in  the  stand  they  have  taken  against  the  contraband 
traffic  in  opium,  concession  on  their  part  is  not  to  be 
expected;  and  the  trade  are,  consequently,  prepared 
for  a continuance  of  the  existing  difficulty  and  sus- 
pension of  all  intercourse  for  several  monlhs  to  come. 

[London  Morning  Post,  of  Saturday,  Oct.  19. 

FRANCE. 

A crazy  woman  threw  a stone  at  the  carriage  of 
Louis  Phillippe,  in  which  himself  and  the  queen 
were  riding,  which  broke  the  glass  of  the  windows 
and  wounded  the  queen  in  the  head.  The  woman 
was  arrested. 
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HOLLAND. 

The  Dutch  journals  announce  the  death  of  baron 
Van  Brienen,  leaving  an  only  son,  the  inheritor  of 
property  to  the  amount  of  65,000,000  of  francs, 
(£2,600,000),  with  the  exception  of  portions  be- 
queathed to  several  charitable  institutions. 

RUSSIA. 

The  Dutch  papers  announce  the  dangerous  ill- 
ness of  the  empress  of  Russia.  She  has  been  for 
several  months  in  a delicate  state  of  health. 

Marriage  of  the  hereditary  grand  duke  of  Russia. 
The  marriage  of  the  hereditary  grand  duke  of  Rus- 
sia with  the  princess  Mary  of  Hesse  Darmstadt 
seems  to  be  decided  on.  The  following  is  an  inter- 
esting anecdote  on  the  subject:  “There  sprung  up 
some  years  since,  it  is  not  known  how,  some  doubts 
as  to  the  birth  of  the  princess  Mary  of  Hesse  Darm- 
stadt— doubts  which  had  effect  even  on  the  mind  of 
her  father,  and  alienated  somewhat  from  his  affec- 
tions his  lovely  daughter,  now  not  more  than  fif- 
teen. Hence,  when  the  heir  to  the  Russian  throne 
undertook  his  pilgrimage  in  search  of  a wife  through 
Germany,  to  review  the  young  princesses  of  the 
numerous,  sovereign  families,  the  name  of  the  prin- 
cess of  Hesse  Darmstadt  was  omitted  on  his  list. — 
After  having  travelled  from  principality  to  princi- 
pality in  search  of  beauty — dark  and  fair — the  here- 
ditary prince  reached  Darmstadt,  pleased  to  repose 
in  a court  which  contained,  as  it  appeared  from  his 
list,  no  marriageable  princess.  At  a court  circle, 
after  the  presentations  were  over,  the  grand  duke 
suddenly  remarked  in  the  corner  of  the  saloon  a 
young  lady  clothed  in  simple  white,  and  like  a Cin- 
derella unnoticed.  The  Russian  prince  inquired  of 
the  grand  duke  who  she  was, arid  his  royol  highness 
replied  with  some  embarrassment,  that  it  was  his 
daughter  the  princess  Mary.  The  Russian  prince 
struck  with  the  beauty  and  simplicity  of  the  prin- 
cess, instantly  went  up  and  accosted  her,  and  in  a 
few  hours  became  enamoured  enough  to  despatch 
a courier  to  St.  Petersburg,  to  say  that  his  choice 
was  irrevocably  made.” 


NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 

Memorials  to  congress  are  circulating  in  some  of 
the  eastern  cities  praying  a reduction  in  the  rates  of 
postage. 

Education.  National  convention  for  the  promo- 
tion of  popular  education,  in  the  United  States. 

Ageeabiy  to  previous  notice,  the  delegates  compo- 
sing this  convention,  assembled  on  Thursday  morn- 
ing 21st  instant,  at  10  o’clock,  at  the  session  room 
of  the  Second  Presbyterian  Church,  in  Cherry  street 
a few  doors  above  Fifth. 

The  list, of  delegates  appointed  to  said  convention 
being  called  over,  members  appeared  from  Philadel- 
phia, Easton,  Pa.  Frederick  city  and  county  Md. 
Baltimore,  District  of  Columbia,  New  York,  Dela- 
ware, North  Carolina  and  Ohio.  Among  them  we 
noticed  several  members  of  the  present  congress, 
commissioners  of  the  public  schools  of  Baltimore, 
and  presidents  and  professors  of  colleges  in  various 
parts  of  the  United  States,  as  also  several  clergymen 
of  our  own  and  neighboring  cities. 

On  motion,  PROFESSOR  GRISCOM,  was  called 
to  the  chair,  and  Z.  C.  Lee,  of  Baltimore,  appoint- 
ed secretary. 

After  which  the  following  resolution  was  adopted. 

Resolved,  That  all  gentlemen  now  in  this  city, 
residents,  or  from  other  states,  friendly  to  the  cause 
of  education,  be  requested  to  take  a seat  in  this  con- 
vention, and  will  hand  their  names  to  the  secretary. 

After  some  conversational  debate  had  passed,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  a committee  be  appointed  to  nomi- 
nate officers,  and  prepare  business  for  the  future  ac- 
tion of  this  convention,  to  consist  of  the  following 
gentlemen: 

Hon.  Win.  Cost  Johnson,  of  Frederick  co.  Md. 

Edward  Stanley,  of  North  Carolina. 

Professor  Griscour,  of  New  Jersey. 

Rev.  Mr.  Gurley,  District  of  Columbia. 

Rev.  George  Junkin,  of  Frederick  co.  Md. 

Professor  A.  D.  Bache,  of'Girard  college. 

J.  R.  Chandler,  select  council  of  Philadelphia. 

John  Thompson,  of  common  council,  do. 

Sam’l  English,  controller  of  public  schools,  Phil. 

Sam’l  Webb,  of  Philadelphia  city. 

Dr.  James  Bryan,  of  Pennsylvania, 

Joseph  King,  jr.  of  public  schools,  Baltimore. 

Hon.  John  P.  Kennedy,  Z.  Collins  Lee,  and  Dr. 
S.  Collins,  of  Baltimore. 

This  committee  met  on  Friday  afternoon,  at  four 
o’clock,  when  a variety  of  resolutions  and  sugges- 
tions were  offered  by  the  gentlemen  composing  it, 
all  of  which  were  referred  to  a sub-committee  of 
three  from  their  body,  with  instructions  to  report  to 
the  committee  at  nine  o’clock  on  Saturday  morning. 

The  question  relative  to  the  appropriation  of  the 
public  lands  by  congress  towards  the  course  of  educa- 
tion, by  establishing  public  schools  and  seminaries 


throughout  the  United  States,  as  well  as  the  mode  of 
best  accomplishing  a general  system  of  education 
throughout  the  country,  will  be  discussed  during  the 
session  of  the  convention.  f Phil.  North  aimer. 

The  New  York  Star  of  the  14th  Nov. says:  By  the 
arrival  at  Norfolk  of  the  brig  Retrieve,  we  have  ac- 
counts of  the  detention  of  brig  Two  Friends  at  Santa 
Cruz,  Teneriffe,  under  suspicion  of  being  engaged 
in  the  slave  trade.  This  is  the  fourth  capture  of 
American  vessels  under  like  suspicions;  and  unfor- 
tunately, except  in  the  latter  case,  without  the  inter- 
vention of  United  States  authority,  It  is  matter  of 
some  surprise  that  the  government  here  have  not 
sent  more  of  her  vessels  to  accomplish  that,  which 
the  English  cruizers  are  vigorously  carrying  on, 
though  at  the  sacrifice  of  one  of  our  dearest  mara- 
time  rights — one  which  was  the  great  cause  of  our 
late  war  with  that  nation.  The  right  of  search  for- 
merly contented  for,  and  which  was  abandoned  at 
the  treaty  of  Ghent,  is  again  virtually  assumed  by 
the  course  of  the  Brilish  cruizers,  and,  however  we 
may  feel  inclined  to  applaud  their  zeal  and  efforts  iri 
the  suppression  of  this  abominable  traffic,  we  cannot 
but  consider  it  a dangerous  innovation  of  our  rights, 
and  a countenance  of  precedent  which  may  become 
more  and  more  dangerous,  the  more  we  may  punish 
it  under  the  late  act  of  parliament.  The  end  cannot 
sanctify  the  means. 

With  a view  to  check  this  action  of  an  arbitrary 
rule  of  parliament,  we  understand  a small  squadron 
is  about  to  sail  for  the  coast  of  Africa  and  Brazil;  and 
we  hope  soon  to  see  an  end  to  the  humbug  in  our 
courts — not  courts  of  admiralty — of  bringing  vessels 
here  under  suspicion  only,  that  they  were  to  be  used 
at  some  period  as  slavers. 

The  interests  of  our  planters  of  the  southern  state 
are  entirely  opposed  to  the  introducion  of  foreign 
slaves,  because  their  resources  in  that  way  are  am- 
ply sufficient  for  their  wants,  and  because  a fuither 
supply  would  diminish  the  value  of  those  they  have. 
It  would  then  have  been  our  policy  to  have  joined 
the  general  convention  of  the  European  states  for 
the  entire  extinction  of  the  slave  trade.  But  with 
the  jealousy  which  has  marked  all  our  negociations 
on  this  subject  of  maritime  rights,  we  peremptorily 
declined  all  or  any  part  in  the  conversation,  as  im- 
plying a right  of  search,  which  might  lead  to  abuse 
and  heart  burnings.  The  offence,  however,  was 
made  one  of  high  penal  character  to  our  citizens, 
when  caught  in  the  act,  and  is  punishable  as  pi- 
racy— that  is  by  death.  We  repeat  again  that  these 
captures  are  an  abrogation  of  our  laws,  if  the  vessels 
captured  are  bona  tide  American  vessels;  and  if  the 
contrary,  why  bring  them  here  for  adjudication  in- 
stead of  Sierre  Leone,  the  usual  port  of  adjudication 
for  all  captures  made  under  the  British  flag. 

The  courtesy  claimed  for  the  British  a'dmiral  on 
that  station  we  look  upon  as  a mere  blind  to  the  in- 
fringement of  an  article  of  solemn  treaty,  founded  on 
an. act  of  parliament,  made  and  passed  without  the 
slightest  regard  to  said  treaty,  or  the  courtesies  usu- 
ally had  between  friendly  powers. 

The  whig  national  convention  for  nominating  can- 
didates to  be  supported  for  president  and  vice 
president  of  the  United  States  at  the  election  in 
November  1840,  are  to  assemble  on  Wednesday 
next  the  4th  of  December  at  Harrisburg,  Penn.  It 
was  intended  to  consist  of  one  delegate  from  each 
congressional  district  in  the  union,  and  two  dele- 
gates from  each  state,  so  as  to  represent  the  number 
ofelectors  that  are  ultimately  to  elect  those  officers. 

The  Harrisburg  Chronicle  states  that  the  use  ol 
the  spacious  building  just  finished  for  the  Lutheran 
denomination,  has  been  obtained  by  the  committee 
of  arrangement  for  the  accomodation  of  the  con- 
vention. 

ARMY. 

Medical  staff — Oct.  9 — Surgeon  C.  McDougall, 
and  asst.  sur.  J.  B.  Wells,  to  repair  to  Garey’s 
Ferry.  Asst.  sur.  J.  C.  Glen,  as  soon  as  relieved 
at  Augusta  arsenal  by  asst.  sur.  J.  Martin,  to  pro- 
ceed to  Garey’s  Ferry. 

Oct.  14 — Asst.  sur.  Leavenworth,  ordered  from 
Detroit  to  Fort  Gratiot,  to  relieve  asst.  sur.  Motto 
who  has  a leave  of  absence  for  three  months. 

Oct.  26' — Assistant  surgeon  Simons,  to  report  to 
lieutenant  colonel  Vose  at  New  York,  to  accom- 
pany a detachment  of  recruits  to  Florida. 

Nov.  5 — Surgeon  C.  A.  Finlay,  ordered  to  Buf- 
falo, N.  Y. 

2d  dragoons — Col.  Twiggs  left  his  late  head 
quarters  at  Fort  Columbus,  New  York  harbor,  on 
the  1st  Nov.  for  Savannah  via  Washington,  to  meet 
the  six  troops  of  his  regiment  which  will  proceed 
thence  by  steamboats  to  Garey’s  Ferry,  Florida. 

Troops  G,  I and  K,  with  the  band,  sailed  from 
New  York,  on  the  10th  instant,  in  the  ship!' renton, 
for-  Savanffah.  Officers — Major  Fauntleroy,  adj’t 
Asheton;  captains  B.  L.  Beall,  and  M.  S.  Howe; 
lieutenants  R.  A.  Arnold,  and  W.  H.  Saunders. 


Troops  A,  E and  H,  sailed  on  the  same  day,  in 
the  ship  Hilah.  Officers — Captains  H.  W.  Fowler, 
T.  S.  Bryant  and  E.  D.  Bullock;  and  lieutenant 

G.  A.  H.  Blake. 

2d  aitiUery — Colonel  J.  Bankhead,  commanding 
regiment.  Major  M.  M.  Payne,  and  brevet  major 
R.  A.  Zantzinger,  on  duty  with  regiment.  Lieut. 

E.  D.  Townsend,  adjutant.  Head -quarters,  Buf- 
falo, N.  Y.  where  all  the  companies  are  stationed, 
excepting  1,  which  is  at  Rochester. 

Cos.  Commanders.  Officers  present. 

A.  Lt.  J.  Duncan,  Lts.  H.  C.  Pratt,  W.  F. 

Barry. 

B.  Lt.  H.  Brooks,  Lt.  C.  B.  Daniels. 

C.  Capt.  S.  Mackenzie, Lts.  R.  A.  Luther,  A.  E. 

Jones. 

D.  Capt.  G.  S.  Drane,  Id.  L.  H.  Allen. 

E.  Capt. C.  S.  Merchant, Lt.  W.  A.  Nichols,  (tem- 

porarily attached  from 
company  B). 

F.  Lt.  L.  G.  Arnold,  Lt.  H.  J.  Hunt. 

G.  Lt.  W.  W.  Chapman, Lt.  W.  B.  Blair. 

H.  Lt.  J.  Sedgwick,  Lt.  A.  A.  Gibson. 

I.  Capt.  A.  Lowd,  Lt.  L.  Pitkin. 

K.  Lt.  J.  F.  Rowland,  Lt.  M.L.  Shackelford. 

4 Ih  artillery — Major  F.  S.  Belton,  commanding 
regiment;  lieutenant  J.  H.  Miller,  adjutant;  lieu- 
tenant D.  II.  Tufts,  A.  C.  S.  and  A.  A.  Q.  -M. 
head  quarters,  Detroit. 

Cos.  Commander.  Station.  Officers  present. 

A.  Lt.  S.  H.  Drum,  Fort  Gratiot, 

B.  Capt.  J.  M.  Wash- 
ington, Dearbornville,  Lt.  J.  P.  J. 

, ' O’Brien. 

C.  Lt.  G.  C.  Thomas,  Detroit, 

D.  Lt.  R.  C.  Smead,  do.  Lieut.T. Williams 

(temporarily  at- 
tached from  Co. 
A.) 

E.  Capt.  W.W.  Morris,  do.  Lt.  E.  Deas. 

F.  Lt.  J.  B.  Scott,  ■ do.  Lts.  S.C.Ridgely, 

C.  F.  Wooster. 

G.  Capt.  J.  Munroe,  Cleveland,  Lt.  J.  H.  Bates, 

A.  C.  S.  and  A. 
A.  Q.  M. 

H.  Capt.  H.  Brown,  Detroit,  Lt.  J.  W.  Phelps. 

I.  Lt.  F.  E.  Hunt,  Dearbornville,  Lt.  T.  L.  Brent. 

K.  Lieut.  W.  P.  Bain- 

bridge,  F’t  Gratiot,  Lt.  W.  Irwin. 

Bvt.  Major  J.  Erving,  commanding  at  Dearborn- 
ville arsenal. 

Bvt.  Major  J.  L.  Gardner,  commanding  at  Fort 
Gratiot. 

On  regimental  recruiting  service — Capt.  P.  H. 
Galt.  New  York. 

American  officers  abroad.  Among  the  distin- 
guished foreigners  now  in  France,  are  three  caval- 
ry lieutenants  of  our  army,  who  have  gone  to  Eu- 
rope to  study  their  profession.  The  Paris  corres- 
pondent of  the  Courier  and  Enquirer  says  they 
were  introduced  to  Louis  Phillippe  by  general  Cass 
— were  courteously  and  kindly  received — were  in- 
vited to  the  palace,  and  dined  with  the  king,  queen 
and  royal  family;  and  were  moreover  during  their 
stay,  accommodated  with  horses  from  the  royal 
stables,  which  enabled  them  to  witness  all  the  in- 
spections, manoeuvres  and  reviews.  They  are  at 
present  at  the  cavalry  school  of  Saumur,  prose- 
cuting their  inquiries. 

NAVAL. 

The  New  York  Express  states  that  on  the  pas- 
sage of  the  frigate  United  States  from  Boston,  a 
sailing  match  accidentally  took  place  between  her 
and  the  packet  ship  Siddons,  in  which  the  latter 
was  successful. 

The  steam,  frigate  Fulton,  captain  Perry,  left  Bos- 
ton on  the  6th,  and  arrived  at  New  York  on  the  11th  , 
November. 

The  sloop  Marion,  W.  J.  Belt  commander,  sailed 
on  the  9th  November  from  Boston  for  the  coast  of 
Brazil.  The  following  is  a list  of  her  officers: 
William  J.  Belt,  commander;  lieutenants,  D.  N. 
Ingraham,  William  Pearson,  J.  W.  Mooers,  George 
A.  Prentiss;  surgeon,  S.  Barrington;  assistant  sur- 
geon, C.  H.  Wheelwright;  purser,  A.  E.  Watson; 
acting  master,  E.  Middleton;  passed  midshipmen,  F. 
Winslow,  C.  Vanalstine,  T.  M.  Mix,  George  Wells, 
A.  G.  Clary;  midshipmen,  G.  M.  Harrison,  E.  R. 
Calhoun,  G.  M.  Ransom,  J.  R.  Hynson;  boatswain, 
Joseph  Lewis;  gunner,  Charles  Mahoney;  carpenter, 
Joseph  Cox;  sailraaker,  Nicholas  Buck. 

Brazil  squadron.  Razee  Independence,  commo- 
dore Nicholson,  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  September  28,  to 
sail  on  the  1st  October,  for  Rio  de  la  Plata. 

Marine  corps.  At  a marine  court  martial,  which 
assembled  recently  at  head  quarters,  of  which  capt. 

L.  Twiggs  w’as  president — 2d  lieutenant  Lafayette 
Searcy,  of  the  marine  corps,  was  tried  on  a charge 
of  scandalous  conduct;  was  found  guilty,  sentenced 
to  be  severely  reprimanded  by  the  colonel  comman- 
dant and  recommended  to  be  removed  from  head  quar- 
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ters;  the  reprimand  to  be  read  at  every  marine  post. 
The  sentence  has  been  approved,  and  ordered  to  be 
carried  into  effect. 

New  frigate.  The  North  American  says:  “Up- 
wards of  sixty  workmen  are  engaged  upon  the 
steam  frigate  at  our  navy  yard,  and  more  than  half 
of  her  timbers  are  already  up.  It  is  expected  that 
they  will  commence  her  planking  about  Christmas. 

The  draft  of  her  engines  is  to  be  furnished  to 
Messrs.  Merrick  & Towne,  in  a few  days,  from  the 
navy  department  at  Washington,  when  they  will 
immediately  commence  its  construction.  They 
have  already  made  extensive  preparations  for  this 
work,  and  will  be  able  when  they  enter  upon  it,  to 
give  employment  to  a great  number  of  hands.  It  is 
expected  that  both  the  engines  and  vessels  will  be 
completed  in  the  spring  of  1841.” 

THE  TWENTY-SIX  CONGRESS  OF  THE  U. 
STATES. 

In  order  to  acquaint  our  readers  as  far  as  we  have 
it  in  our  power,  with  the  members  that  constitute 
the  congress  which  commences  its  first  session  on 
Monday  next,  the  2d  December,  and  to  put  them 
also  in  possession  as  far  as  we  are  able  to  judge  of 
the  state  of  parties  in  each  house,  we  have  pre- 
pared the  following  statement. 

THE  SENATE. 

Those  senators  whose  period  of  service  expired 
in  1839,  are  not,  of  course,  members  of  the  ensuing 
congress,  unless  re-elected,  or  temporarily  appoint- 
ed by  the  executive  of  the  respective  states  which 
they  represent.  We  designate  them  by  placing 
their  names  in  italic.  The  figures  express  the  pe- 
riod to  which  thecsenators  respectively  serve. 

Richard  M.  Johnson,  vice  president  of  the  U. 
states,  and  president  of  the  senate. 

MAINE. 

John  Ruggles,  1841  Reuel  Williams,  1843 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

Henry  Hubbard,  JS4 1 Franklin  Pierce,  1843 

VERMONT. 

Benjamin  Swift,  1839  Samuel  Prentiss,  1843 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

John  Davis,  1841  Daniel  Webster,  1845 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

Jshel  Robbins,  1839  Nehe.  H.  Knight,  1841 

CONNECTICUT. 


John  M.-  Niles, 

1839 

Perry  Smith, 

1843 

NEW  Y ORif . 

N.  P.  Talmadge, 

1839 

Silas  Wright,  jr. 

1843 

NEW 

JERSEY. 

L.  S.  Southard, 

1839 

Garret  D.  AVall, 

1841 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Samuel  McKean, 

1839 

James  Buchanan, 

1843 

DELAWARE. 

R.  H.  Bayard, 

1839 

Thomas  Clayton, 

1841 

MARYLAND. 

John  S.  Spence, 

1843 

AVm.  D.  Merrick, 

1845 

VIRGINIA. 

I Vm.  C.  Rives, 

1S39 

AVm.  H.  Roane, 

1841 

NORTH 

CAROLINA. 

Bedford  Brown, 

1S41 

Robert  Strange, 

1843 

SOUTH 

CAROLINA. 

J.  C.  Calhoun, 

1841 

Win.  C.  Preston, 

1843 

GEORGIA. 

Wilson  Lumkin, 

1841 

Alfred  Cuthbert, 

1843 

ALABAMA. 

AVm.  R.  King, 

1841 

Clem.  C.  Clav, 

1843 

MISSISSIPPI. 

James  Trotter, 

1839 

R.  J.  Walker, 

1841 

LOUISIANA. 

R.  D.  Nicholas, 

1841 

Alex.  Mouton, 

1843 

TENNESSEE. 

Mr.  Foster  resigned  November  1839,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  passage  of  resolutions  by  the  legis- 
lature instructing  him  as  to  certain  votes.  Mr.  Felix 
Grundy,  present  U.  S.  attorney  general  has  been 
elected  to  fill  the  vacancy.  It  is  understood  that 
Mr.  White  will  also  resign. 

KENTUCKY . 

J.  J.  Crittenden,  1841  Henry  Clay,  1843 

OHIO. 

William  Allen,  1843  Lewis  Tappan,  1845 

INDIANA. 

J.  Tipton,  (dec’d.)  1839  Oliver  H.  Smith,  1843 

ILLINOIS. 

J.  M.  Robinson,  1841  R.  M.  Young,  1843 

MISSOURI. 

Lewis  F.  Linn,  1843  Thos.  H.  Benton,  1845 

MICHIGAN. 

Lucius  Lyon,  1839  John  Norvell,  1841 

ARKANSAS. 

Win.  S.  Fulton,  1841  Am.  H.  Sevier,  1845 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Maine — By  districts. 

Nathan  Clifford  Virgil  D.  Parris 

Albert  Smith  Hugh  S.  Anderson 

Benjamin  Randall*  Joshua  A.  Lowell 

George  Evans*  Thomas  Davee 

Two  opposition  and  six  administration. 


new  Hampshire — By  general  ticket. 
Charles  G.  Atharton  Edmund  Burke 

Jared  W.  Williams  Ira  Eastman 

Tristam  Shaw 
Five  administration. 

Massachusetts — By  districts. 

Abbott  Lawrence*  William  B.  Calhoun* 

Everett  Saltenstall*  AVilliam  S.  Hastings* 

Caleb  Cushing*  Henry  Williams 

William  Pariuenter  John  Read* 

Levi  Lincoln*  John  Quincy  Adams* 

George  N.  Briggs* 

Nine  opposition  and  two  administration — one  va- 
cancy £aj. 

rhode  island— By  districts. 

Joseph  L.  Tillinghast*  William  B.  Cranston* 

Two  opposition. 

Connecticut — By  districts. 

Joseph  Trumbull*  Thomas  B.  Osborne* 

William  L.  Storrs*  Truman  Smith* 

Thomas  W.  Williams*  John  H.  Brockway* 
Six  opposition. 

Vermont — By  districts. 

Hiland  Hall*  John  Smith 

William  Slade*  Isaac  Fletcher 

Horace  Everett* 

Three  opposition  and  two  administration. 
new  York — By  districts. 

Thomas  B.  Jackson  John  G.  Floyd 

James  De  La  Montayne  David  P.  Brewster 
Ogden  Hoffman*  Thomas  C.  Chittenden* 

Edward  Curtis*  John  H.  Prentiss 

Moses  H.  Grinnell*  Judson  Allen 

James  Monroe*  John  C.  Clark* 

Governeur  Kemble  S.  B.  Leonard 

Charles  Johnson*  Atnasa  Dana 

Nathaniel  Jones  Edward  Rogers 

Rufus  Palen*  Nehemiah  H.  Earl 

Aaron  Yanderpool  Christopher  Morgan* 

John  Ely  Theron  R.  Strong 

Hiram  P.  Hunt*  Frances  Granger* 

Daniel  I).  Barnard*  Meredith  Mallory 

Anson  Brown*  Thomas  Rempshall* 

David  Russell*  Seth  M.  Gates* 

Augustus  C.  Hand  Luther  C.  Peck* 

John  Fine  Richard  P,.  Marvin* 

Peter  T.  Wagoner*  Millard  Fillimore* 

Andrew  W.  Doig  Charles  F.  Mitchell* 

Twenty-one  opposition  and  nineteen  administra- 
tion. 

new  jersey[6] — By  general  ticket. 

John  B.  Aycrigg*  Joseph  F.  Randolph* 

John  P.  B.  Maxwell*  Charles  C.  Stratton* 

William  Halstead*  Thomas  J.  Yorke* 

Six  opposition. 

Pennsylvania — By  districts. 

Lemuel  Paynter  James  Cooper*  [<i] 

John  Sergeant*  William  S.  Ramsey 

George  W.  Tolland*  David  Petriken 

Charles  Naylor*  [c]  Robert  H.  Hammond 

Edward  Davies*  Samuel  W.  Morris 

Francis  James*  Charles  Ogle* 

John  Edwards*  Albert  G.  Marchand 

Joseph  Fonance  Enos  Hook 

John  Davis  Isaac  Leet 

David  D.  Wagener  Richard  Biddle* 

Peter  Newhard  William  Beatty 

George  M.  Keim  Thomas  Henry* 

Win.  Simonton*  John  Galbraith 

James  Gerry  McCullough 

Eleven  opposition  and  seventeen  administration. 

Delaware — By  general  ticket. 

Thomas  Robinson. — One  administration. 

Maryland — By  districts. 

John  Dennis*  S.  Hillen,  jr. 

P.  F.  Thomas  W ra.  Cost  Johnson* 

J.  T.H.  Worthington  Francis  Thomas 

J.  Carroll  Daniel  Jenifer* 

Three  opposition  and  five  administration. 
Virginia — By  districts. 

Henry  A.  Wise*  Walter  Coles 

Joel  Holleman  James  Garland* 

Francis  E.  Rives  Wm.L.  Goggir.* 

John  M.  Botts*  William  Lucas[/] 

R.  M.  T.  Hunter* [e]  George  B.  Samuel 

John  Taliaferro*  Robert  Craig 

Charles  F.  Mercer*  Geo.  W.  Hopkins* 

Linn  Banks  Andrew  Bierne 

George  C.  Dromgoole  Joseph  Johnson 

John  W Jones  Lewis  Steinrod 

John  T.  Hill* 

Nine  opposition  and  twelve  administration. 
north  Carolina — By  districts. 

Kenneth  Rayner*  AVilliam  Montgomery 

Jesse  A.  Bynum  John  Hill 

Edward  Stanley*  Charles  Fisher  [g] 

Charles  Shepard  Henry  W Connor 

James  McKay  James  Graham* 

Micajah  T.  Hawkins  Lewis  AVilliams* 

Edmund  Deberry* 

Five  opposition  and  eight  administration. 


south  Carolina — By  districts. 

Isaac  E.  Holmess  Thomas  P.  Sumter 

AVaddy  Thompson*  Butler 

Francis  AV.  Pickens  R.  Barnwell  Rhett 
John  Campbell*  [A]  John  K.  Griffin 

James  Rogers 

Two  opposition  and  seven  administration. 

Georgia — By  general  ticket. 

Lot  AVarren*  R.  W.  Habersham* 

E.A.Nesbit*  William  C.  Dawson* 

T.  B.  King*  J.  C.  Alford* 

Mark  A.  Cooper*  Edward  J.  Black*  [f] 

AV.  T.  Colquett* 

Nine  opposition. 

Alabama — By  districts. 

R.  II.  Chapman  Dixon  H.  Lewis 

David  Hubbard  James  Dillett* 

George  AV.  Crabb* 

Two  opposition  and  three  administration. 

Louisiana — By  districts. 

Edward  D.  White*  Rice  Garland* 

Edward  Chinn* 

Three  opposition. 

Kentucky — By  districts. 

Lynn  Boyd  AVilliam  J.  Graves* 

Philip  Triplet*  John  AVhite* 

Joseph  Underwood*  Richard  Hawes* 

Sherrod  AVilliams*  L.  W.  Andrews* 

Simon  H.  Anderson*  Garret  Davis* 

AVillis  Greene*  AVilliam  O.  Butler 

John  Pope* 

Eleven  opposition  and  two  administration. 

Tennessee — By  districts. 

William  B.  Carter*  Meredith  P.  Gentry* 

Abraham  McClellan  Harvey'  M.  Waterson 

Joseph  L.  Williams*  Aaron  Y.  Brown 

Julius  AV.  Blackwell  Cave  Johnson 

Hopkins  L.  Turney  John  W.  Crockett*' 

AVilliam  B.  Campbell*  Christ’rH.  Williams* 

John  Bell* 

Seven  opposition  and  six  administion. 

Illinois — By  districts. 

John  Reynolds  John  T.  Stewart* [in] 

Zadoc  Casey  [f] 

One  opposition  and  two  administration, 

Indiana — By  districts. 

George  H.  Proffit*  James  Rariden* 

John  Davis  William  W.  Wick[n] 

John  Carr  T.  A.  Howard 

Thomas  Smith 

Two  opposition  and  five  administration. 
ohio — By  districts. 

Alexander  Duncan  Isaac  Parish 

John  B.  Weller  Jonathan  Taylor 

Patrick  G.  Goode*  D.  P.  Leadbetter 

Thomas  Corwin*  George  Sweeney 

AVilliam  Doane  John  W.  Allen* 

Calvary  Morris*  Joshua  R.  Giddings* 

William  K.  Bond*  John  Hastings 

Joseph  Ridgeway*  D.  A.  Starkweather 

William  Medill  Henry  Swearingen 

Samson  Mason* 

Eight  opposition  and  eleven  administration. 

Missouri — By  general  ticket. 

John  Miller  Vacancy 

One  administration. 

Michigan — By  general  ticket. 

Isaac  E.  Crary — One  administration. 

Arkansas — By  general  ticket. 

Edward  Cross — One  administration. 

Mississippi — By  general  ticket. 

A.  G.  Brown  John  Thompson 

Two  administration. 

(a)  The  death  of  John  C.  Alvord,  of  the  6th 
< district,  left  a vacancy.  At  the  election  on  the  11th 
| instant,  to  fill  this  vacancy,  neither  candidate  had  a 
| majority  of  all  the  votes.  Another  trial,  to  elect, 

took  place  on  the  25th  instant,  of  which  we  have 
not  yet  ascertained  the  result.  Owen  Baker  is 
the  whig  candidate,  and  had  a considerable  plurality 
of  votes  on  the  first  trial. 

We  extract  such  of  the  following  notes  as  we 
have  marked  in  quotations,  and  the  statements  of 
their  view  of  the  posture  of  parties  in  the  house  of 
representatives,  from  the  New  York  Times. 

(b)  “This  is  the  well  known  case  of  New  Jer- 
sey. AAre  put  down  the  whole  delegation  as  oppo- 
sition, because  the  six  gentlemen  named  above  have 
the  certificate  of  the  governor  of  the  state,  as  to 
their  being  duly  elected.  In  regard  to  one  of  them 
Joseph  F.  Randolph,  there  is  no  dispute.  But  the 
other  five  seats  are  claimed  by  Messrs.  Dickerson, 
Ryall,  Cooper,  Kille  and  Vroom,  all  administra- 
tion. It  is  understood,  therefore,  that  for  these  five 
places  there  will  be  double  sets  of  members.  AVe 
shall  remark  further  upon  this  point  in  the  recapitu- 
lation at  the  close  of  this  article. 

( c)  “Mr.  Naylor  had  a majority  of  the  votes  of 
this  district,  and  a certificate  of  a portion  of  the  re- 
turning officers,  and  his  title  to  the  seat  is  also  an- 
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thenticated  in  the  manner  prescribed  in  Pennsylva- 
nia, by  the  state  laws;  that  is,  by  the  governor’s 
proclamation  of  the  result  of  the  congressional 
election  in  the  state,  as  verified  by  the  official  can- 
vass and  the  returns.  Mr.  Charles  J.  Ingersoll, 
however,  has  a partial  certificate  of  a portion  of  the 
returning  officers  of  this  district;  and  in  the  last 
number  of  the  Democratic  Review',  there  is  an  ela- 
borate biography  of  Mr.  Ingersoll,  at  the  close  of 
which,  it  is  formally  announced  that  he  intends  to 
claim  a seat  in  the  house. 

(d)  “It  is  intimated  in  some  of  the  Pennsylva- 
nia papers  that  Mr.  Sheffer,  the  administration  can- 
didate at  the  polls  would  claim  his  seat  on  the  al- 
legation that  Mr.  Cooper  was  elected  by  illegal 
votes,  but  we  do  not  know  that  this  purpose  is  se- 
riously entertained;  and  therefore  we  shall  not  re- 
gard it  in  the  recapitulation. 

(e)  “Mr.  Hunter  is  usually  counted  with  the 
opposition,  and  a regular  administration  man  was 
run  against  him  in  his  district.  But  he  is  a zealous 
friend  of  the  sub-treasury  bill,  and  we  believe,  does 
not  profess  to  be  of  any  party. 

(f)  “This  seat  is  claimed  by  Mr.  Barton,  oppo- 
sition, on  the  ground  of  illegal  votes  for  Mr.  Lu- 
cas, who  was  elected  by  a nominal  majority  of  3, 
and  has  the  governor’s  certificate. 

(g)  “Mr.  Fisher  run  against  the  regular  oppo- 
sition candidate  in  his  district;  and  we  therefore 
count  him  with  the  administration,  as  above;  but 
we  believe  there  is  much  reason  to  doubt  w'hether 
he  is  of  that  party;  yet  we  shall  reckon  him  admi- 
nistration in  the  recapitulation. 

(h)  “Mr.  Campbell  is  claimed  by  fhe  Globe  as 
administration;  but  in  the  last  congress  he  was  ge- 
nerally accounted  opposition,  and  should  rather  be 
called  an  independent  member. 

(i)  “The  Georgia  delegation  is  accounted  all 
opposition,  and  is  so  reckoned  by  the  Globe.  At 
the  same  time,  it  is  generally  understood,  that  four 
at  least  of  the  members  elect,  viz:  Messrs.  Black, 
Colquett,  Cooper  and  Nesbit,  are  in  favor  of  the 
sub-treasury. 

( ly  “Mr.  Casey  is  sometimes  reckoned  as  a 
conservative,  because  of  his  voting  against  the  sub- 
treasury bill.  But  in  all  other  respects  he  is  a 
zealous  administration  man,  and  is  to  be  counted  as 
such  in  the  organization  of  the  house. 

(m)  “This  seat  i3  claimed  by  Mr.  Douglass, 
administration.  Mr.  Stuart  has  the  governor’s 
certificate,  however;  but  his  nominal  majority  was 
only  5;  and  Mr.  Douglass  alleges  that  votes  intend- 
ed for  him,  and  which  would  give  him  a majority 
if  counted,  have  been  improperly  excluded  in  fhe 
official  canvass  by  the  governor. 

(n)  “Mr.  Wick’s  vote,  we  believe,  is  uncertain; 
but  he  was  elected  in  opposition  to  Mr.  Herod,  who 
was  the  regular  whig  candidate  and  a member  of 
the  last  congress,  and  we  therefore  count  him  with 
the  administration. 

RECAPITULATION. 

“In  resuming  the  above,  we  shall  in  the  first 
place,  give  a table  of  the  states,  with  the  members 
as  above  classed,  conceding  seats  to  all  those  gen- 
tlemen who  have  the  certificates  of  their  state  exe- 
cutive, and  adding  for  a supply  of  existing  vacan- 
cies, such  class  and  numbers  as  we  may  reasonably 
conjecture,  from  the  present  means  of  judgment 
in  our  possession,  they  will  eventually  possess. 

Opposition.  Administration. 


Maine, 

2 

6 

New  Hampshire, 

0 

5 

Massachusetts, 

10 

2 

Rhode  Island, 

2 

0 

Connecticut, 

6 

0 

Vermont, 

3 

2 

New  York, 

21 

19 

New  Jersey, 

6 

0 

Pennsylvania, 

11 

17 

Delaware, 

0 

1 

Maryland, 

3 

5 

Virginia, 

9 

12 

North  Carolina, 

5 

8 

South  Carolina, 

2 

7 

Georgia, 

9 

0 

Alabama, 

2 

3 

Louisiana, 

3 

0 

Kentucky, 

11 

2 

Tennessee, 

7 

6 

Illinois, 

1 

2 

Indiana, 

2 

5 

Ohio, 

8 

11 

Missouri, 

0 

2 

Michigan, 

0 

1 

Arkansas, 

0 

1 

Mississippi, 

0 

2 

123 

119 

Opposition, 
Opposition  majority, 

123 

4 

“W p shall,  in  the  next  place,  give  a table,  class- 
ing the  members  politically  as  above,  but  carrying 
out  separately  the  questioned  seats,  in  regard  to 
which  it  is  understood  that  controversy  is  to  "be  had: 

ADMITTED.  QUESTIONED. 


Maine, 

Oppos. 

2 

Admin. 

6 

Oppos. 

0 

Admin. 

0 

New  Hatr.shire, 

0 

5 

0 

0 

Massachusetts, 

10 

2 

0 

0 

Rhode  Island, 

2' 

0 

0 

0 

Connecticut, 

6 

0 

0 

0 

Vermont, 

3 

2 

0 

0 

New  York, 

21 

19 

0 

0 

New  Jersey, 

1 

0 

5 

0 

Pennsylvania, 

10 

17 

1 

0 

Delaware, 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Maryland, 

3 

5 

0 

0 

Virginia, 

9 

11 

0 

1 

North  Carolina, 

5 

8 

0 

0 

South  Carolina, 

2 

7 

0 

0 

Georgia, 

9 

0 

0 

0 

Alabama, 

2 

3 

0 

0 

Louisiana, 

3 

0 

0 

0 

Kentucky, 

11 

2 

0 

0 

Tennessee, 

7 

6 

0 

0 

Illinois, 

0 

2 

l 

0 

Indiana, 

2 

5 

0 

0 

Ohio, 

8 

11 

0 

0 

Missouri, 

0 

2 

0 

0 

Michigan, 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Arkansas, 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Mississippi, 

0 

2 ' 

0 

0 

116 

118 

7 

1 

“By  this  it  would  appear,  that  if  all  the  members 
elected  or  to  be  elected,  were  present  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  house,  and  are  rightly  classed  above  as  to 
their  political  sentiments,  and  the  8 members  in 
regard  to  whose  seats  there  is  any  serious  question 
made,  should  not  vote;  or  if  the  question  should 
be,  which  of  the  double  sets  should  vote,  and  this 
question  should  be  decided  by  those  members 
whose  seats  are  undisputed,  the  vote  would  be  118 
administration  to  116  opposition.  But  there  is 
either  a certainty,  or  great  probability,  that,  in  ad- 
dition to  accidental  vacancies  by  sickness  or  other- 
wise, to  be  reckoned  as  balancing  each  other,  there 
will  be  wanting  1 opposition  vote  from  Massachu- 
setts, and  3 administration  votes,  viz:  2 from  Mis- 
sissippi and  1 from  Missouri.  Correcting  for  this, 
the  above  numbers  stand  instead  of  116  opposition 
and  118  administration,  115  opposition  and  115  ad- 
ministration. But  Mr.  Fisher’s  vote  is  doubtful; 
and  that  of  him  or  any  other  gentleman  whose  vote 
is  not  positively  known,  may  turn  the  scale.  Or 
the  result  may  be  affected  by  individual  opinion. 
For  instance,  in  the  last  congress  there  was  a pro- 
position as  to  the  organization  of  the  house,  to  the 
effect,  we  believe,  among  other  things,  that  when 
the  seat  of  any  returned  member  was  seriously  and 
in  good  faith  contested,  neither  of  the  competing 
members  should  vote  in  the  choice  of  speaker  on 
the  organization  of  the  house.  However  this  should 
be  the  opinion  of  any  member,  the  prevalent  opi- 
nion unquestionably  is,  that  the  gentleman  having 
the  certificate  of  his  governor,  shall  be  considered 
prima  facia  a member,  and  as  such  entitled  to  vote. 


STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 

MAINE. 

The  Arosiook  region.  Dr.  Holmel,  in  a recent 
exploration  made  by  order  of  the  state  oT  Maine, 
reports  the  tract  as  richly  timbered,  with  an  excel- 
lent soil  for  wheat  and  every  kitchen  vegetable. 
We  avail  ourselves  of  the  following  condensed  ac- 
count from  the  Boston  Courier: 

“The  forest  of  the  region  are  the  Norway  pine, 
white  pine,  hemlock,  spruce,  silver  fir,  white  ma- 
ple, white  or  paper  birch,  beech,  white  and  black 
ash,  elm,  red  oak,  wild  cherry,  white  cedar,  com- 
mon ar.d  Canada  poplar,  balm  of  Gilead,  basswood, 
&c.  In  the  bogs  and  low  lands  are  large  and  ex- 
tensive tracts  of  the  larch,  (now  used  in  ship  build- 
ing). An  important  error  in  Michanx’s  account 
of  the  white  cedar  (arbor  vita;)  is  corrected  by'  the 
writer.  The  rock  maple  is  abundant,  and  affords 
large  quantities  ef  sugar  to  those,  who  are  disposed 
to  make  it.  The  oaks  are  not  often  found  in  this 
section.  The  pines  and  spruces  seem  to  be  the 
only  kinds  of  timber  now  in  demand  on  the  Aros- 
took.  The  pine  timber  found  there  is  superior  to 
any  other  in  Maine.  But  little  is  yet  manufactur- 
ed in  miil3.  . It  is  nearly  all  hewn,  or  made  into 
ton  timber  in  the  forests  and  floated  down  to  Fre- 
derickton,  or  St.  John,  and  other  purposes  in  ship 
building, — the  cedar,  for  fences  and  railways. — the 
bird’s  eye  maple  and  birch,  for  cabinet  work,  will 
at  no  distant  day,  be  in  demand,  and  whenever  the 
call  is  made,  an  inexhaustible  supply  will  be  found. 
It  seems,  however,  to  be  a drawbackon  their  value, 


that  there  is  no  other  way  by  which  these  produc- 
tions can  be  sent  to  market,  but  by  going  down 
the  Arostook  and  St.  John  rivers— -thus  subjecting  • 
them  to  the  necessity  of  passing  through  the  terri- 
tories of  a foreign  power  before  they  can  be  dis- 
posed of.” 

Death  of  John  G.  Dean,  esq.  The  Portland  Ad- 
vertiser announces  the  death  of  John  G.  Dean,  esq. 
of  Portland.  He  died  at  Cherryfield  on  Sunday 
evening  of  last  week.  Mr.  Dean  has  for  many 
years  been  knowp  in  Maine  and  elsewhere  as  a 
man  of  great  energy  of  character  and  of  deep  re- 
search into  the  boundary  lines  of  the  state,  and  the 
value  and  importance  of  our  public  lands.  While 
in  the  legislature,  he  made  the  ablest  reports  upon 
the  subject  of  the  N.  E.  boundary  that  has  ever 
been  presented.  During  the  administration  of  gov. 
Kent,  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  commissioners 
for  making  a survey  of  the  northeastern  boundary 
line  agreeably  to  the  resolves  of  the  legislature. — 
His  death  will  be  considered  a public  loss. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

The  following  table  exhibits  the  votes  for  go- 
vernor at  the  late  election  as  published  in  two  of 
the  leading  Boston  papers,  the  Morning  Post, 
(adm.)  and  the  Atlas,  (whig). 


The  election — complete.  We  publish  our  table 
of  the  votes  for  governor,  and  place  by  its  side  the 
table  of  the  Morning  Post. 


ATLAS  TABLE. 

POST 

TABLE. 

Everett. 

Morton. 

Everett. 

Morion 

Suffolk, 

5,036 

3,873 

5,036 

3,873 

Essex, 

6,804 

5,979 

6,797 

5,988 

Middlesex, 

6,461 

8,242 

6,467 

8,312 

Norfolk, 

3,671 

4,241 

3,647 

4,257 

Plymouth, 

3,988 

2,907 

3,983 

3.917 

Worcester, 

8,269 

7,630 

8,226 

7,682 

Nantucket, 

520 

265 

520 

265 

Dukes, 

199 

2S9 

169 

294 

Hampshire, 

2,782 

2,073 

2,782 

2,073 

Hampden, 

2,652 

3,332 

2,622 

3,328 

Bristol, 

3,239 

4,254 

3,254 

4.176 

Franklin, 

2,276 

2,295 

2,276 

2,295 

Berkshire, 

Barnstable, 

3,174 

3,353 

3,167 

3,364 

1,602 

1,185 

1,602 

1,195 

50,673 

50,918 

50,548 

51,119 

Morton’s  majority,  in  the  Atlas,  245 

Morton’s  majority,  in  the  Post,  571 


Difference,  326 

The  Atlas  appends  the  following  notes  in  relation 
to  the  difference  in  the  two  statements: 

In  Suffolk  and  Essex  there  is  no  material  differ- 
ence. 

In  Middlesex  we  differ  64  votes.  Our  majority 
agrees  exactly  with  that  of  the  Concord  Freeman, 
(loco)  and  allows  Morton  five  more  majority  than 
that  set  down  by  the  Bay  State  Democrat.  We  have 
no  doubt  we  are  correct. 

In  Norfolk  we  differ  40.  Twenty-three  of  this 
difference  is  in  Weymouth,  in  which  town  the  Post 
gives  Everett  170,  when  his  vote  was  193.  In  proof 
that  we  are  right  and  the  Post  wrong,  we  find  that 
the  whig  senatorial  vote  in  Weymouth  was  195. — 
The  Norfolk  Democrat  puts  dow'n  Everett’s  vote  in 
the  town  193.  In  Randolph  Morton’s  vote  is  too 
high  by  10  votes.  This  accounts  for  33  of  the  dif- 
ference in  this  county. 

In  Plymonth  we  differ  17  votes.  We  agree  with 
the  Plymouth  Memorial. 

In  Worcester*  we  differ  75.  The  difference  is 
mainly  in  the  town  of  Oakham,  which  the  Post 
puts  down  at  91  for  Morton  and  65  for  Everett. — 
Our  returns  are  directly  the  reverse— 91  for  Ev- 
erett and  65  for  Morton.  This  makes  a differ- 
ence of  52  in  that  town.  In  Lancaster  we  differ  2 
votes. 

In  Dukes  we  differ  35.  The  Post  is  clearly 
wrong  here.  The  mistake  is  in  the  Tisbury  vote. 
The  Nantucket  Inquirer  confirms  our  statement. 

In  the  other  counties  we  differ  slightly — Hamp- 
shire none — Hampden  26 — (here  the  Bay  State  De- 
mocrat agrees  with  us)— Bristol  7— Franklin  none; 
Berkshire  18,  and  Barnstable  10. 

We  reaffirm  the  correctness  of  our  figures,  and  re- 
affirm our  opinion  that  there  is  no  choice  of  gover- 
nor by  the  people.  We  have  heard  already  of  235 
scattering  votes  in  40  towns.  [Atlas. 

*The  Worcester  Republican,  (V.  B.  paper)  says — 
“The  Post  is  in  an  error  in  saying  that  Everett’s  majority 
is  544  in  Worcester  county,  as  ascertained  by  the  coun- 
ty committee'’’  The  committee  have  not  counted  the 
votes.  Returns  have  been  made  directly  to  this  office, 
from  all  the  towns  in  the  county  but  Dana,  Lancaster 
and  Leicester,  and  Everett’s  majority  over  Morton  is 
531. 
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Later.  It  is  ascertained  that  neither  ot  the  can- 
didates lor  governor  had  a majority  ol  the  whole 
number  of  votes. 

Morton’s  plurality  over  Everett  is  stated  to  be 
269.  The ‘scattering  votes  in  200  towns  amount  to 
291,  and  100  towns  yet  to  be  heard  from. 

The  senate  will  on  organizing  stand  16  whigs  13 
administration.  There  is  no  doubt  ol  the  election, 
which  took  place  on  Monday  last,  resulting  in  se- 
curing a whig  majority  in  all  the  departments  of  the 
state  government. 

Specie  in  the  Boston  banks.  The  following  tables  have 
been  prepared  from  the  bank  returns  in  the  secretary 
of  state’s  office.  [Boston  Mer . Jour. 


No.of 

b’nks 

Ratio  ol  spe- 

Dates. 

Capital. 

specie  to 
circulation. 

cie  to  circu- 
lation Sc  de- 

posiies 

3 37 

June,  1803, 

2 

81.600,000 

$1  to  1 27 

SI  to 

“ 1804, 

3 

3 400,000 

1 to  1 28 

1 to 

3 36 

1805, 

3 

3,400,000 

1 to  0 76 

1 to 

2 81 

“ 1806, 

3 

3,400,000 

1 to  0 77 

1 to 

4 82 

Jan.  1S07, 

3 

3,400,000 

1 to  1 07 

1 to 

6 80 

“ 1803, 

3 

3,800,000 

1 to  0 41 

1 to 

3 60 

June,  1809, 

3 

3,800.000 

1 to  1 61 

1 to 

5 50 

“ 1810, 

3 

4,600,000 

1 to  1 29 

1 to 

3 73 

“ 1811, 

3 

4,600,UO0 

1 to  1 "21 

1 to 

4 71 

“ 181-2, 

4 

5,800.000 

1 to  0 37 

J to 

1 81 

“ 1813, 

4 

7,000,000 

1 to  0 30 

1 to 

1 49 

“ 1814, 

6 

8,725  000 

1 to  0 31 

1 to 

1 66 

“ 1815. 

6 

9,100.000 

1 to  0 69 

1 to 

2 07 

“ 1816, 

6 

9,100.000 

1 to  1 27 

1 to 

3 45 

“ 1817, 

6 

G.SOO.OOO 

1 to  1 18 

1 to 

4 08 

“ 1818, 

7 

7,019.425 

1 to  1 91 

1 to 

5 78 

“ 1819, 

7 

7,350,000 

1 to  1 44 

1 to 

4 22 

“ 1820, 

7 

7,350,000 

1 to  1 48 

1 to 

4 77 

“ 1821, 

7 

6.550,000 

1 to  0 58 

1 to 

2 58 

“ 1822, 

10 

7,421,125 

1 to  2 75 

1 to 

8 79 

“ 1823, 

10 

8,050,000 

1 to  2 68 

1 to 

7 55 

“ 1824, 

12 

8,925,000 

1 to  1 64 

1 to 

5 54 

“ 1325. 

14 

10,300,000 

1 to  7 02 

1 to  10  53 

May,  1826, 

15 

11,050,000 

1 to  5 35 

1 to 

7 59 

“ 1827, 

15 

11,550,000 

1 to  4 1 1 

1 to 

6 18 

“ 1823, 

16 

12,345,000 

1 to  6 79 

1 to 

8 59 

Aug.  1329, 

17 

12,900,000 

1 to  3 13 

1 to 

5 58 

June,  1830, 

17 

12,350,000 

1 to  2 33 

1 to 

4 79 

Oct.  1831, 

20 

13,600  000 

1 to  5 99 

1 to  10  80 

Aug.  1832, 

22 

15,150,000 

1 to  5 13 

1 to 

8 07 

Oot.  1833, 

25 

16,401,250 

1 to  4 30 

1 to 

8 09 

May,  1834, 

26 

17,150,000 

1 to  3 34 

1 to 

7 52 

„ 1835, 
Sept.  1836, 

28 

13,150,000 

1 to  3 68 

1 to 

9 54 

33 

20,118,850 

1 to  3 6S 

1 to 

9 86 

Oct.  1837, 

34 

21,350,000 

1 to  3 8S 

1 to 

9 6S 

“ 1833, 

28 

18.450,000 

1 to  2 00 

1 to 

4 96 

No.of 

Average 

Av.  ratio  ol 

Avg.  ratio  ot 
specie  to  cir- 

10  years  from 

b’nks 

capital. 

circulation. 

culation  and 
deposites. 

1803  to  1812 

3 

83,780,000 

1 to  0 81 

1 to 

3 24 

10  years  from 
1813  to  1822 

63-5 

1 to  0 68 

1 to 

2 52 

7,644,555 

10  years  from 
1823  to  1832 

15  4-5 

1 to  4 14 

1 to 

7 16 

11,621,805 

6 years  from 

1833  to  1S3S29 
36  years  fro  mi 

18,603,350 

1 to  3 33 

1 to 

7 98 

1803  to  1833118-9 

9,502,325 

1 to  1 75 

1 to 

4 36 

In  Oct.  1837,  the  ratio  of  the  specie  to  the  circula- 
tion in  the  Boston  banks,  was  as  $1  to  $3  83,  and  in 
one  year  it  was  increased  over48  per  cent,  so  that  in 
October  1S38,  it  was  as  $1  to  $2,  which  is  only  14 
per  cent,  less  than  the  average  ratio  of  $1  to  $ 1 75 
from  1S03  to  1836,  according  to  the  official  returns 
for  36  years.  At  the  present  time  the  ratio  is  about 
§1  to  $1  42,  being  an  increase  of  28  percent,  during 
the  past  year,  and  is  nearly  19  per  cent,  greater  than 
the  average  ratio  for  36  years.  These  banks  are 
now  in  a better  condition  in  this  respect,  than  they 
have  been  since  June,  1821. 

In  October,  1837,  the  ratio  of  specie  to  the  circu- 
lation and  deposites,  was  as  $1  to  $9  68;  and  in  one 
year  it  was  increased  nearly  49  per  cent,  so  that  in 
October,  1838,  it  was  as  $1  to  $'4  96;  which  is  more 
favorable  than  it  has  been  since  1821,  except  in 
1830,  and  is  hardly  14  per  cent,  less  than  the  ave- 
rage ratio  qf  $1  to  $4  36  from  1803  to  1838  accord- 
ing to  the  above  returns.  The  ratio  at  the  present 
time  we  have,  not  data  for  determining,  but  we  con- 
tidently  believe,  that  it  would  show  as  favorable  a 
condition  of  the  Boston  banks  as  is  presented  by 
the  above  result  in  respect  to  the  specie  and  circu- 
lation only. 

VERMONT. 

House  of  representatives.  Mr.  Partridge,  an  admi- 
nistration member,  introduced  aseries  of  resolutions 
similar  in  import  to  those  which  were  adopted  in 
the  New  Hampshire  legislature  in  relation  to  re- 
served righls,  and  asserting  the  power  of  the  legis- 
lature to  vacate  bank  charters,  8tc.  but  it  appears 
that  Mr.  Partridge  failed  to  obtain  the  vote  of  the 
party  in  support  of  his  resolutions  in  Vermont. 

Resolutions  were  introduced instructingthe  mem- 
bers of  congress  from  that  stale  to  vote  in  favor  of 
the  sub-treasury.  The  whigs  amended  the  resolu- 


tion, instructing  the  members  to  vote  against  the 
sub-treasury,  and  passed  it  by  a majority  of  eight. 

Public  lands.  Resolutions  were  introduced  in 
relation  to  the  public  lands.  The  Montpelier  ot  the 
15th,  gives  the  following  proceedings  thereon. 

The  house  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  reso- 
lutions, relating  to  the  public  lands,  the  question  be- 
ing upon  the  motion  to  dismiss  them. — The  discus- 
sion was  continued  by  Messrs.  Butler,  Brown, 
Dillingham,  Needham,  Sprague  and  Henry  for  dis- 
missing, nnd  by  Messrs.  Hodges,  Fairbanks,  Gow- 
dey  and  Bard,  against  dismissing.  An  adjournment 
was  moved  and  negatived.  Mr.  Butler  moved  to 
lay  the  motion  to  dismiss  on  the  table.  After  dis- 
cussion the  question  was  put,  and  Mr.  Butler’s  mo- 
tion was  negatived.  The  question  again  recurred 
on  dismissing  the  resolutions:  ayes  78,  noes  96,  so 
the  motion  was  negatived.  Mr.  Brown  moved  to 
lay  them  on  the  table — after  further  discussion  the 
yeas  and  nays  were  taken — ayes  65,  noes  98,  so 
the  motion  was  negatived.  Mr.  Shattuclc  moved  a 
call  of  the  house,  negatived.  Mr.  Dillingham  moved 
to  adjourn;  ayes  39,  noes  84;  while  the  ayes  and  noes 
were  being  called,  a considerable  squad  of  locos  lo- 
cos, at  the  instance  of  and  headed  by  the  honorable 
Mr.  S.  S.  Brown,  of  St.  Albans,  left  the  hall  for  the 
obvious  purpose  of  preventing  a quorum,  which  at- 
tempt, however  failed,  and  on  the  declaration  of  the 
vote,  Mr.  Sanborn  moved  that  the  subject  be  re- 
committed, and  demanded  the  ayes  and  nays.  Mr. 
Dillingham  demanded  a count  of  the  house,  and  a 
quorum  was  found  to  be  present.  Mr.  Henry 
moved  an  adjournment,  and  called  for  the  ayes  and 
noes;  which  he  withdrew  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
Fairbanks,  who  said  it  was  apparent  that  the  mino- 
rity were  determined  to  consume  the  lime  of  the 
house,  by  vexatious  motions  not  in  any  way  tend- 
ing to  a disposition  of  the  subject — he  would  yield 
to  the  necessity  of  the  case,  letting  the  responsibi- 
ty  of  this  wanton  waste  of  time  rest  where  it  be- 
longed; and  he  therefore  moved  to  adjourn;  ayes 
49,  noes  57;  no  quorum.  Mr.  Coolidge  said  the 
house  had  done  all  they  could  to  dispose  of  this 
question;  the  minority  had  seen  fit  to  place  them- 
selves in  the  wrong;  and  in  these  circumstances  he 
was  disposed  to  adjourn.  The  house  adjourned,  at 
20  minutes  to  2 o’clock;  until  half-past  2. 

CONNECTICUT. 

John  M.  Niles,  esg.  is  again  nominated  by  the  ad- 
ministration party  as  their  candidate  for  governor. 

The  city  election  of  New  Haven  last  week,  re- 
sulted in  favor  of  the  whig  candidate,  by  an  in- 
creased majority  of  sixty  votes  over  last  spring  elec- 
tion. The  vote  was  unusually  large. 

Bridgeport  also  gave  an  increased  whig  majority. 

Oyster  day.  The  New  Haven  Herald  of  the  11th 
inst.  says:  The  law  limiting  the  time  for  taking  oys- 
ters in  the  waters  emptyingintoour  harbor,  expired 
this  morning,  and  the  usual  scramble  took  place  to 
obtain  the  spoils. — The  principal  oyslerbed  is  in  the 
Quinipiac  or  Fair  Haven  river,  and  the  sight  there 
was  curious  to  see.  Upwards  of  four  hundred  boats, 
of  all  sorts  and  sizes,  from  the  smallest  wherry  to  a 
60  foot  lumber  scow,  were  in  motion,  and  the  oys- 
ter tongs  flew  like  the  spoon  of  a hungry  Dutch- 
man at  his  supawn  and  milk.  It  was  astonishing 
to  see  the  piles  of  oysters  that  were  brought  up. 
The  location  of  the  bed. is  near  the  centre  of  vil- 
lage, extending  about  a mile  and  a half  up  and  down 
the  river.  It  was  estimated  to  contain  more  than 
30,000  bushels  of  oysters,  most  of  which  will  be 
swrnpt  off  this  day  and  to-morrow,  as  with  a besom 
of  destruction.  One  of  the  fathers  of  the  village, 
and  a responsible  man,  remarked  that  the  oysters 
on  the  bed  were  worth  $20,000,  and  that,  if  they 
could  be  secured  to  him,  he  would  give  $15,000  for 
them.  It  is  said  that  they  are,  this  year,  remarka- 
bly fine  and  prolific. 

NEW  YORK. 

Bank  of  Buffalo.  The  chancellor,  on  the  appli- 
cation of  the  bank  commissioners,  has  granted  an 
injunction  on  the  City  Bank  of  Buffalo;  and  has 
also  filed  an  order  with  the  comptroller,  authorising 
him  to  redeem  the  notes  in  circulation  of  said  bank, 
from  the  safety  fund. 

Arkansas  stock.  The  comptroller  of  the  state  of 
New  York  has  offered  for  sale  33,000  in  Arkansas 
stocks,  which  was  pledged  to  the  state  by  the  Chel- 
sea bank  for  the  redemption  of  its  bills,  which  the 
bank  has  failed  to  do. 

Flour  and  wheal.  The  flour  and  wheat  which 
arrived  at  the  Hudson  river,  by  way  of  the  Erie 
canal,  up  to  the  7th  November,  in  each  of  the  year 
1838  and  1839,  was  as  follows,  viz: 

1838  equal  to  981,301  barrels. 

1839  do.  834,067  do. 


Falling  off  147,234 

or  about  15  per  cent.  The  quantity  which  arrived 
at  the  Hudson  river  from  the  1st  October  to  the  7th 


November,  was  equal  to  319,463  barrels,  or  about 
10,000  barrels  per  day.  [Albany  Argus. 

The  weather,  says  the  New  York  Commercial 
Advertiser,  has  been  very  cold  for  a day  or  two — 
rather  unusually  so  for  the  season.  Early  yester- 
day morning  the  thermometer  stood  at  20,  and  this 
morning  at  22.  We  are  gratified  to  learn,  however, 
that  the  navigation  to  Albany  is  still  open;  and  so 
far  as  we  can  learn,  the  canals  have  not  been  stopped 
by  the  ice. 

The  Albany  Daily  Advertiser  mentions  that  con- 
siderable ice  was  formed  in  the  State  street  basin  on 
Thursday  night. 

We  copy  the  following  paragraphs  from  the  Al- 
bany Evening  Journal  of  Friday: 

The  canal  We  understand  that  the  navigation 
of  the  middle  section  of  the  Erie  canal  has  been  in- 
terrupted by  a fall  of  snow,  which  the  severe  wea- 
ther has  converted  into  ice.  There  is  an  unusually 
large  quantity  of  flour  and  wheat  along  the  whole 
line,  which  is  greatly  needed  on  the  Atlantic.  A 
favorable  change  of  weather,  for  a few  days,  would 
add  from  50,  to  75,000  barrels  of  flour  to  the  market 
supply  for  the  winter. 

We  understand  that  there  are  over  six  hundred 
boats — most  of  them  coming  to  Albany — between 
this  city  and  Utica. 

NEW  JERSEY. 

The  legislature  has  adjourned  to  meet  again  on 
the  14th  day  of  January  next.  The  speaker  of  the 
assembly,  in  the  mean  time,  is  authorised  to  con- 
vene the  legislature,  if  requested  thereto  by  three 
members  of  the  house. 

The  treasurer  was  authorised  to  borrow  a sum 
not  exceeding  $S,000  for  the  use  of  the  state,  during 
the  recess. 

Only  three  or  four  bills  were  passed,  in  addition 
to  the  necessary  appropriation  bills.  One  of  these 
authorises  the  city  of  Newark  to  borrow  money  at 
any  rate  of  interest  it  pleases.  Another  is  a sup- 
plement to  the  act  for  suppressing  vice  and  immo- 
rality, the  provisions  of  which  are  not  stated — and 
a third  repeals  the  5th  section  of  the  new  judiciary 
act. 

On  the  7th  inst.  a joint  meeting  was  held,  when 
the  following  among  other  appointments  were 
made: 

Treasurer — Tsaac  Southard. 

Keeper  of  the  prison — John  Vorhees,  vice  Joseph 
A.  Yard,  removed. 

Inspectors — Timothy  Abbott,  jr.  Joshua  Wright, 
Samuel  R.  Gumrnere,  John  S.  McCulley,  vice 
Samuel  Beebee,  James  Sldrm,  vice  James  T.  Sher- 
man, resigned. 

Middlesex.  Judge  and  justice — Abraham  D.  Titts- 
worth.  Justice — John  D.  Lee.  Commissioner — 

Thomas  G.  Marsh.  Alderman  of  P.  Amboy — Her- 
man Bruen. 

The  popular  vote  of  New  Jersey. 


Whole  No.  of  voles. 

Whig. 

Adm. 

1838. 

1839. 

1838. 

1839. 

Sussex, 

3,589 

1,067 

975 

1,044 

Essex, 

6,530 

5 317 

4,045 

2,181 

Bergen, 

3,225 

2,829 

1,501 

1,505 

Passaic, 

2,170 

1,920 

1,212 

888 

Morris, 

4,396 

4,257 

2,359 

2,174 

Warren, 

3,183 

2,590 

— 

* ' 

Hunterdon, 

4,275 

3,001 

1,675 

1,935 

Somerset, 

2,882 

2,715 

1,518 

1,263 

Middlesex, 

3,335 

3,389 

1,755 

1,623 

Monmouth, 

5.572 

4,964 

2,673 

2,724 

Mercer, 

2,651 

2,730 

1,467 

1,232 

Burlington, 

4,983 

4,547 

2,750 

2,099 

Gloucester, 

3,255 

- 2,401 

— 

* 

Atlantic, 

1,170 

776 

504 

500 

Salem, 

2,581 

2,593 

1.270 

1,365 

Cumberland, 

2,413 

.£,334 

1,189 

1,149 

Cape  May, 

593 

321 

429 

45 

56,803 

47,751 

25,322 

21,787 

47,751 

21,787 

Did  not  vote 

9,052 

3,535 

This  table  shows  that  the  whole  number  of  votes 
polled  in  this  state  at  the  last  election  was  nine 
thousand,  or  about  one-sixth  less  than  the  number  of 
votes  at  the  congressional  election.  It  shows,  also 
that  the  Yan  Buren  vote  in  1839<«instead  of  out- 
numbering the  whig  vote  in  the  state  actually  fell 
below  it  more  than  three  thousand  five  hundred 
votes.  [New  Jersey  State  Journal. 

Theological  seminary  at  New  Brunswick.  There 
are  now  44  students  in  the  thelogical  seminary  of 
the  Reform  Dutch  church.  Of  those  heretofore 
educated  in  the  institution  there  are  now  in  con- 
nexion with  the  Reform  Dutch  church  142  minis- 
ters. Six  settled  in  the  Presbyterian  church;  7 are 
missionaries;  5 settled  in  other  denominations,  and 
10  are  dead. 

*No  contest  this  year. 
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PENNSYLVANIA. 

Governor  Riiner.  The  Harrisburg  Keystone  ad- 
mits the  incorrectness  of  the  charge  of  embezzling 
the  public  money,  brought  by  it  against  the  ex-go- 
vernor some  weeks  since. 

Rail  road.  A convention  is  to  be  held  in  Pitts- 
burg to  prepare  measures  for  moving  the  general 
government  to  make  a branch  of  the  national  road 
through  Pittsburg  to  Erie;  and  to  have  the  Alleghe- 
ny river  improved.  [ Phila . TJ.  S.  Gaz. 

Expunging.  We  learn  from  the  Keystone,  one 
of  the  administration  papers  at  Harrisburg,  that  the 
vote  of  censure  passed  by  the  senate  at  the  last  ses- 
sion of  the  legislature,  rebuking  the  governor’s 
message  to  that  body,  in  answer  to  a question  put 
to  him  by  the  senate,  is  to  be  erased  from  the  re- 
cord, by  the  expunging  process. 

Eire  in  Hummelslown.  A fire  broke  out  in  Hum- 
melstown  on  the  19th  inst.  which  consumed  four- 
teen stables  and  two  barns,  containing  a very  large 
amount  of  wheat,  rye,  corn  and  hay.  Eighteen  hogs, 
six  cows  and  three  horses  were  burnt  to  death.  A 
person  has  already  been  arrested  on  suspicion  of 
setting  this  property  on  fire. 

Fire  on  the  rail  road.  A very  destructive  fire 
occurred  yesterday  at  the  head  of  the  inclined 
plane,  on  the  Philadelphia  and  Columbia  rail  road, 
some  four  or  five  miles  from  the  city. 

It  commenced  about  ten  o’clock  in  the  morning, 
in  an  out  house  used  for  depositing  wood,  and  re- 
sulted, it  is  conjectured,  from  sparks  issuing  from 
the  pipe  of  a locomotive  which  not  long  before  had 
started  for  Columbia,  arid  which  sparks  had  lodged 
in  the  wood  house. 

Before  aid  could  be  rendered  effectively,  the 
flames  had  communicated  to  the  fine  car  house, 
which  was  burned  out.  The  good  locomotives 
therein  were  safely  removed;  but  a number  of  con- 
demned engines  were  destroyed. 

A row  of  brick  houses,  immediately  in  the  rear 
of  the  car  house,  was  also  consumed — the  two  east- 
ernmost were  tenanted  dwelling  houses — the  west- 
ern end  was  used  as  a blacksmith  shop. 

In  addition  to  these,  a building  used  as  a carpen- 
ter shop  was  burned  down. 

The  loss  to  the  state  is  estimated  at  from  twenty 
to  thirty  thousand  dollars;  among  other  articles  of 
value  consumed,  was  a rope  for  the  use  of  the  plane, 
the  cost  of  which  was  two  thousand  seven  hundred 
dollars;  but  from  the  preparative  seasoning  which 
it  had  undergone,  its  value  probably  was  about  three 
thousand  dollars. 

The  car  house,  one  would  have  supposed,  to  look 
at  it,  to  have  been  perfectly  fire  proof;  but  by  an 
unfortunate  oversight,  the  eaves  had  been  built  of 
wood,  and  thus  the  fire  reached  its  interior.  The 
copper  roof  fell  in  almost  entire,  and  much  smoul- 
dering fire  is  still  probably  beneath  it. 

Many  of  our  fire  companies  notwithstanding  the 
distance,  were  on  the  ground,  and  did  what  men 
could  do  under  the  circumstances. 

No  delay  in  travelling  or  transportation  on  the 
rail  road  will  be  caused  by  the  above  fire. 

[TJ.  S.  Gaz.  Nov.  22. 

Harrisburg  and  Pittsburg  rail  road.  The  legis- 
lature of  Pennsylvania  at  its  last  session  appropri- 
ated $30,000  for  the  purpose  of  making  thorough 
examinations  of  all  practicable  routes  for  a con- 
tinuous rail  road  from  Harrisburg  to  Pittsburg.— 
The  explorations  have  been  actively  prosecuted  by 
three  companies  of  engineers  on  three  different 
routes — the  northern,  middle  and  southern.  The 
first  named  route  passes  up  the  Susquehanna  and 
strikes  out  towards  the  Alleghany  river,  thus  avoid- 
ing the  Alleghany  mountains  and  Laurel  hill. — 
This  course  is  the  most  circuitous  yet  the  least  ob- 
structed by  elevations  or  declivities.  The  middle 
route,  beginning  at  Harrisburg  runs  up  the  Susque 
hanna  as  far  as  the  mouth  of  the  Juniata,  then  up 
that  river  and  across  the  Alleghany  mountain,  and 
afterwards  along  the  course  ot  Black-lick  creek  or  I 
Conemaugh  river,  thence  down  the  Kiskimenetas, 
and  Alleghany  river  to  Pittsburg,  or  by  a shorter 
route  across  the  county  of  Westmoreland  to  the 
same  termination.  The  distance  by  this  route  is 
estimated  at  two  hundred  and  ninety  miles — adding 
100  miles  from  Harrisburg  to  Philadelphia,  already 
connected  by^iail  road,  the  whole  distance  from 
Philadelphia  to  Pittsburg  will  be  390  miles.  The 
southern  route,  lies  through  Chambersburg,  which 
would  be  the  starting  point,  inasmuch  as  the  Cum- 
berland Valley  road  already  unites  that  borough 
with  Harrisburg.  The  chief  difficulties  in  the  way 
of  this  route  are  found  in  the  high  mountains  which 
intervene.  These  are  Cove  mountain,  Sideling 
hill,  Laurel  hilt  and  Alleghany  mountain.  The 
way  however  has  been  reported  to  be  practicable— 
the  distance  240  miles.  The  choice  will  lie  between 
the  middle  and  southern  routes.  The  sum  requisite 
to  construct  a road  by  the  middle  route  is  estimated 
in  the  Greensburg  Republican  at  ten  millions,  one 


hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars.  We  have 
seen  no  calculation  made  for  the  other.  There  is 
no  doubt  but  a choice  will  speedily  be  made  and 
the  work  prosecuted  vigorously.  Such  things  are 
not  suffered  to  languish  in  Pennsylvania.  But  our 
own  road  will  be  better  than  any  which  our  sister 
state  can  construct,  by  reason  of  superior  natural 
advantages.  [Baltimore  American. 

Monthly  statement  of  the  Pennsylvania,  TJ.  S.  bank. 
Resources — Nov.  4, 1839. 


Bills  and  notes  discounted. 

$34,491,970 

91 

Bills  of  exchange,  / 

4,521,669 

90 

Bills  receivable  for  post  notes, 

3,072,050 

52 

Loan  to  commonwealth. 

491,000 

00 

Stock  accounts. 

13,422,074 

34 

Bonds  and  mortgages, 

Due  by  U.  S.  banx  and  agencies, 

313,627 

13 

10,790,816 

73 

Due  by  state  banks  and  agencies. 

7,733,174 

72 

Due  by  state  banks, 

7,335,735 

64 

Due  by  the  United  States, 

5,267 

32 

Real  estate, 

907,812 

56 

Banking  houses, 

592,090 

36 

Deficiencies  and  expenses. 

414,240 

56 

Notes  of  U.  S.  bank  and  agencies,  9,014,934 

42 

Notes  of  state  banks, 

2,350,838 

87 

Specie, 

1,748,282 

44 

Miscellaneous, 

40,144 

17 

Total, 

$97,245,730 

59 

Liabilities — Nov.  4,  1839. 

Capital  stock,  $35,000,000  00 

Issues  of  late  bank  and  branches,  647,046  90 
Issues  of  Bank  U.  S.  and  branches,  13,973,918  00 
Post  notes  issued,  7,987,043  18 

Descr.  of  exchange  and  interest,  794,787  96 
Dividends  unclaimed,  60,516  80 

Profit  and  loss,  3,026,430  34 

Foreign  exchange  account,  564,178  26 

Contingent  fund,  897,853  67 

Bonds  to  United  States,  2,120,683  80 

Agency  in  London,  8,408,652  53 

Due  to  Bank  U.  S.  and  agencies,  17,543,819  07 
Due  to  state  banks,  2,715,787  90 

Due  to  state  bank  agencies,  301,302  94 

Due  to  depositors,  3,192,371  90 

Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  11,337  54 


Total,  $97,245,730  59 

The  foregoing  statement,  as  certified  by  the  ca- 
shier of  the  United  States  Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  un- 
der date  of  the  13th  instant,  shows  the  condition  of 
the  bank  on  the  4th  of  November,  1839.  It  will  be 
seen  that  the  bank  has  a profit  and  loss  fund  of  up- 
wards of  three  millions  of  dollars,  and  a contingent 
fund  of  almost  another  million;  making  together, 
the  sum  of  three  millions  nine  hundred  and  twenty- 
three  thousand  dollars.  The  specie  on  hand  is  less 
than  two  millions;  but  the  monthly  statements  show 
that  it  was  lower  by  $400,000,  three  months  ago, 
and  that  it  is  on  the  increase. 

The  Harrisburg  Reporter,  the  administration  or- 
gafrin  Pennsylvania,  after  an  examination  of  the  re- 
turns made  by  the  United  States  bank,  makes  the 
following  emphatic  remarks: 

“We  ask  all  our  readers  to  examine  these  abstracts 
carefully,  and  then  to  mark,  what  we  now  declare 
as  our  solemn  and  deliberate  sentiment,  that  this 
bank  is  utterly  insolvent:  that  her  bona  fide  resump- 
tion is  utterly  impracticable;  and  that  the  remaining 
banks  in  Philadelphia,  and  throughout  the  slate, 
must  prepare  for  resumption  and  resume  without 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  entering  into  their 
calculation. 

The  solvent  banks  must  resume  by  the  1st  of  Ja- 
nuary;— they  have  had  indulgence  enough — let  them 
no  longer  hoard  their  gold  and  silver,  and  depreciate 
their  own  paper.  There  is  no  foreign  demand  for 
gold  and  silver.  Exchange  is  below  par.  New 
York  and  the  east  stand  firm.  The  banks  of  Cin- 
cinnati have  resumed.  The  banks  of  Pennsylvania 
must  and  shall  resume.” 

Bank  dividends.  The  American  Sentinel  says — 
We  understand,  that,  in  conformity  with  the  pro- 
visions of  their  charters,  and  with  what  appeared  to 
be  public  sentiment  on  the  subject,  the  banks  of  the 
city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  with  two  excep- 
tions, have  declined  declaring  a dividend  for  the 
last  six  months;  and  we  learn,  that  a number  of  the 
banks  in  the  interior  of  the  state  have  taken  the 
same  course.  This  determination,  whilst  it  evinces 
a disposition  on  the  part  of  the  banks  to  obey  the 
laws  of  the  land,  as  far  as  practicable,  will  ope- 
rate, we  apprehend  with  great  severity,  on  many 
widows  and  orphans,  and  charitable  institutions, 
whose  funds  have  been  invested  in  bank  stock. 
The  commonwealth,  also,  which  is  a large  stock- 
holder in  several  of  the  banks,  and  which  has  here- 
tofore derived  a considerable  revenue  from  the  tax 
on  bank  dividends,  will  suffer  no  little  inconve- 
nience from  its  withdrawal,  and  be  obliged  to  re- 
sort to  further  taxation  or  to  a loan,  to  meet  the 


deficiency.  According  to  the  report  of  the  state 
treasurer  to  the  legislature  in  December  last,  the 
commonwealth  received  in  1838,  from  the  divi- 
dends on  bank  stock  $158,230;  and  from  the  tax 
on  bank  dividends,  $113,826  89;  making  together 
$272,056  89.  In  estimating  the  probable  receipts 
in  the  state  treasury  for  the  present  year,  these 
two  items  are  put  down  at  $270,000.  In  the  same 
report,  the  state  treasurer  says: 

“In  this  as  well  as  in  my  former  report,  I have 
undertaken  to  show,  that  the  ordinary  expenditures 
exceed  the  ordinary  revenue,  and  that  the  deficit 
was  met  by  incidental  revenue,  which  was  neither 
permanent  in  its  character,  nor  of  such  a nature, 
that  it  could  be  safely  relied  on  to  meet  demands 
that  were  yearly  increasing.  This  incidental  re- 
venue, including  the  bonus  received  on  chartering 
the  United  States  bank,  the  several  bonuses  re- 
ceived for  the  recharter  of  other  banks,  and  the 
surplus  received  and  expended;  and  hereafter  the 
treasury  will  have  to  depend  on  its  ordinary  re- 
sources to  meet  its  expenditures.” 

“Our  ordinary  revenue  will  not  amount  to  more 
than  $1,900,000  annually,  or  at  least  for  one  or  two 
years  to  come,  under  the  most  prosperous  circum- 
stances, while  our  permanent  expenditure  will  not 
hereafter  fall  short  of  $2,500,000,  to  $2,800,000.” 
We  are  informed  that  the  commonwealth  is  in- 
debted to  a number  of  the  banks,  for  temporary 
loans  obtained  from  them  two  years  ago,  under 
gov.  Ritner’s  administration,  which  have  not  been 
paid,  principal  nor  interest. 

The  Philadelphia  Spirit  of  the  Times,  (adm.) 
says — They  must  resume  on  the  7th  of  January. — • 
After  all,  public  opinion  is  the  great  regulator,  and 
unless  we  greatly  mistake  the  character  of  the 
times,  which  in  all  reason  we.  should  not,  the  banl<3 
severally,  will,  in  this  city  resume  specie  payments 
by  the  7th  of  January,  1840 — the  day  on  which 
the  legislature  convenes,  and  upon  which  the  ninety 
days  of  legal  popular  forbeaiance  shall  have  ex- 
pired. Public  opinion  points  out  the  day  alluded 
to,  and  we  understand  from  the  best  authority, 
that  at  least  ten  of  them  are  willing  and  anxious 
to  resume  at  that  time.  Three  or  four  insolvent 
institutions  should  not  be  permitted  to  prevent  it, 
any  more  than  as  many  merchants,  should  be  al- 
lowed to  prevent  a whole  community  of  good, 
sound  and  honest  men  from  paying  their  just  re- 
sponsibilities. It  is  acknowledged  by  some  of  our 
best  merchants  and  most  experienced  bankers,  that 
there  was  really  no  real  cause  for  a suspension  by 
our  well  conducted  banks;  but  that  the  sad  condi- 
tion of  those  which  had  speculated  largely,  issued 
post  notes,  and  loaned  the  major  portion  of  their 
capitals  out  of  this  state  and  country,  occasioned  it. 
The  latter  are  not  now  in  a situation  to  resume, 
nor  is  it  probable  they  will  be,  by  the  date  before 
mentioned — but  shall  they  deter  others  from  the 
good  work.  Are  we  to  experience  all  the  evils  of 
a depreciated  currency,  a stoppage  of  business,  a 
dishonored  and  disgraced  reputation,  because  three 
or  four  imprudent  corporations  hang  on  to  the  skirts 
of  the  sound  banks  for  help  and  continuation.  We 
say  no.  Let  the  solvent  banks  resume  on  the  7th 
of  January  next,  and  let  the  others  wind  up,  or 
wait  until  the  legislature  appoints  commissioners 
to  take  possession  of  their  effects  for  the  benefit  of 
their  creditors. 

The  Harrisburg  Iron  Gray,  (adm.)  says— “Par- 
ties. From  present  appeaiances  we  are  led  to  be- 
lieve that  at  the  opening  of  the  next  legislature 
there  will  be  two  parties  found  among  the  demo- 
crats. The  one  will  be  for  temporising  with  the 
banks  and  favoring  them  in  their  suspension — the 
other,  of  which  we  have  already  elected  ourself  a 
member,  will  go  for  making  stockholders  liable  in- 
dividually for  their  notes,  the  appointment  of  bank 
commissioners  to  watch  the  banks,  arid  prevent 
them  from  cheating  the  people,  and  the  annulling 
of  all  who  are  notin  condition  to  resume  immediate 
specie  payments.  The  temporising  party  will  be 
composed  of  men  who  are  connected  with  corpora- 
tions, and  pursuing  a business  based  upon  loans 
from  banks,  and  their  influence  which  we  all  know 
will  be  considerable.  The  other  will  be  composed 
of  men  determined  to  prevent  another  suspension 
as  far  as  in  their  power,  and  to  enact  laws  which 
will  guard  the  community  from  the  inroads  of  bank 
sharpers. 

Pay  of  the  troops.  We  understand  that  at  the 
meeting  of  volunteers  on  Saturday  evening,  the 
committee  appointed  at  a previous  meeting,  report- 
ed that  they  had  conferred  with  the  auditor  general, 
and  that  satisfactory  arrangements  have  been  made 
for  the  payment  of  those  who  were  at  Harrisburg 
last  winter,  under  the  requisition  of  the  late  exe- 
cutive. [Pennsylvanian. 

Manufacturers.  The  Philadelphia  North  Ame- 
rican says — “Many  of  the  manufacturing  establish- 
ments of  this  city  have  been  compelled  within  a 
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few  days  to  discharge  a large  portion  of  their 
workmen,  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  money.  One 
establishment  alone,  we  understand,  was  compelled 
to  dismiss  nearly  one  hundred  hands  on  Saturday 
last.” 

Death  of  the  honorable  Mathias  Morris.  The 
Bucks  county  Intelligencer  of  the  13 th  Nov.  says: — 

We  announce  with  no  ordinary  feelings  of  regret, 
the  death  of  the  honorable  Mathias  Morris,  late 
representative  in  congress,  from  our  county.  Mr. 
Morris  died  at  his  residence  in  our  borough,  on 
Saturday  the  9th  inst,  aged  54  years,  of  pleurisy. — 
The  deceased  had  been,  for  some  years,  in  rather 
delicate  health;  but  from  the  nature  of  his  disease, 
and  the  apparent  improvement  in  his  health  this 
fall,  which  his  friends  noticed  with  pleasure,  and 
which  he  himself  felt,  no  apprehensions  were  en- 
tertained of  any  immediate  danger.  The  loss  that 
the  community  has  sustained  in  the  death  of  Mr. 
Morris,  it  is  not  for  us  fully  to  estimate.  It  is  to 
be  hoped  that  some  one  who  knew  him  more  inti- 
mately, will  do  justice  to  his  memory.  He  was 
often  honored  by  the  people  of  Bucks,  with  impor- 
tant public  trusts,  and  as  a representative  in  the 
state  senate,  and  in  the  congress  of  the  United 
States,  he  performed  his  duty  with  ability  and  in- 
tegrity; always  doing,  in  his  official  character, 
credit  to  himself,  and  reflecting  honor  upon  his 
constituents.  The  mildness  and  dignity  of  his 
manners,  and  the  integrity  and  kindness  of  his 
heart,  commanded  at  all  times  the  respect  and  es- 
teem of  even  political  opponents;  but  it  was  in  the 
social  intercourse  of  private  life,  as  a neighbor  and 
fellow  citizen,  that  his  character  could  be  properly 
appreciated,  and  it  was  so,  by  a large  and  warmly 
attached  circle  of  personal  friends  who  keenly  feel 
the  blow  that  death  has  so  suddenly  struck  among 
us.  To  us  he  lias  left  the  remembrance  of  his 
many  virtues,  and  the  example  of  a high  and  un- 
spotted name,  and  has  passed,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  to 
the  reward  of  good  men,  where  neither  sickness, 
sorrow,  nor  care,  mars  the  enjoyment. 

Licences.  The  number  of  spirit  licences  granted 
in  Philadelphia  in  1837-8,  was  977.  In  1838-9, 
850.  Decrease  in  one  year,  127;  or  more  than  one- 
eighth. 

DELAWARE. 

Whig  state  convention.  At  the  whig  convention 
of  Delaware  state,  held  at  Dover,  on  Tuesday  the 
12th  of  June,  1839,  the  following  gentlemen  were 
appointed  delegates  from  this  state  to  the  Harris- 
burg convention: 

From  New  Castle  county.  Dr.  Arnold  Naudain, 
maj.  Thomas  Stockton,  Andrew  Gray,  gen.  Rich- 
ard Mansfield  and  Jacob  Faris,  esqrs. 

From  Kent  county.  Robert  Frame,  P.  F.  Cau- 
sey, P.  Spruance,  jr.  Thomas  Wainwright  and 
Charles  Marim,  esqrs. 

From  Sussx  county.  Col.  Win.  D.  Waples,  Da- 
vid Hazzard,  Shepard  P. Houston,  Benj.  Burton  and 
Joshua  G.  Baker,  esqrs. 

MARYLAND. 

Maryland,  bonds.  A New  York  letter  writer  for 
the  Baltimore  Patriot,  a few  days  ago,  made  certain 
statements  in  reference  to  the  sale  of  a portion  of 
the  5 per  cent,  bonds  of  the  state  of  Maryland,  de- 
livered to  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  company, 
which  are  calculated  to  produce  erroneous  impres- 
sions. The  writer  says  that  eighty  bonds  were  sold 
at  58,  59,  CO  and  72.  We  have  authentic  informa- 
tion on  this  subject,  and  feel  authorised  to  state 
that  a sale  of  bonds  amounting  to  $2,500  was  pri- 
vately made,  which  realized  to  the  company  90  per 
cent.  The  holders  in  order  to  try  the  market  after- 
wards, put  them  up  at  public  sale,  when  the  most 
of  them,  if  not  all,  were  bid  in  by  the  holders  at 
the  nominal  rates,  mentioned  by  the  letter  writer. 
The  actual  sale  was  a good  one,  considering  the 
state  of  the  money  market — and  as  high,  if  not 
higher  than  any  sale  of  state  bonds  for  the  last  six 
months.  [ Hagerstown  Mail. 

The  canal.  The  Williamsport  Banner,  of  Sa- 
turday, confirms  the  report  of  the  new  breach  in 
the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal.  That  paper  says: 
‘‘The  breach  in  the  canal  between  Shepherdstown 
and  Harper's  Ferry,  which  had  just  been  repaired, 
immediately  on  the  water  being  let  into  it,  again 
broke  away,  being  the  third  time  this  season,  thus 
preventing  the  large  quantity  of  flour  and  other 
produce  accumulated  here,  from  going  to  the  mar- 
kets below,  by  the  canal  this  season.” 

The  mail.  It  is  stated  that  the  United  States 
mail  is  to  be  carried  from  Philadelphia  to  Balti- 
more, by  the  way  of  the  Columbia  and  the  York 
rail  roads — to  commence  on  the  first  of  January 
next — owing  to  a disagreement,  which  cannot  be 
reconciled,  as  to  the  terms,  between  the  contract- 
ing parties.  The  mail  it  is  said  will  reach  Balti- 
more several  hours  earlier  than  it  now  does,  and 
Washington  by  2 P.  M.  Leaves  Philadelphia  at 
one  o’clock  in  the  morning. 


VIRGINIA. 

The  legislature  are  to  meet  at  Richmond  on  the 
2d  December.  The  following  is  said  to  be  the 
state  of  parties  in  tile  present  legislature  of  Vir- 
ginia: 

Whigs.  Con.  Mm. 

In  senate,  10  3 19 

house,  68  8 56 


78  11  75 

Institution  of  the  blind,  deaf  and  dumb.  The  in- 
stitution for  the  instruction  of  the  blind,  and  the 
deaf  and  dumb,  at  Staunton,  Virginia,  will  go  into 
operation  immediately.  The  Spectator  of  that 
place  announces  the  arrival  there  of  the  following 
gentlemen  who  are  to  have  charge  of  it:  the  rev. 
Joseph  D.  Tyler,  principal  of  the  deaf  and  dumb, 
Dr.  J.  C.  M.  Merrillat,  principal  of  the  blind,  and 
Mr.  Win.  Graham,  teacher  of  the  blind. 

Harper’s  Ferry  and  Winchester  rail  road. — The 
Winchester  Virginian  gives  the  following  notice  of 
the  active  operations  on  the  rail  road  between  that 
city  and  Harper’s  Ferry — a continuation,  in  fact,  of 
the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail  road: — 

A good  business. — We  understand  that  our  rail 
road  is  delivering  at  Harper’s  Ferry  about  one 
thousand  barrels  of  flour  per  day,  besides  other 
freight  in  considerable  quantities.  From  this  pro- 
pitious beginning,  and  from  what  we  know  of  the 
abundance  of  the  last  harvest,  we  venture  to  predict 
that  200,000  barrels  will  pass  over  the  road  during 
the  present  year.  The  ascending  trade,  also,  is 
well  sustained,  and  the  travelling  is  rather  greater 
than  at  the  same  period  of  any  former  year.  By 
the  way,  it  affords  us  pleasure  to  state,  that  arrange- 
ments aie  being  made  which  will  place  the  travel- 
ling accommodations  ofthis  road  on  a footing  with 
the  best  in  the  United  States.  That  the  salety  of 
passengers  has  always  been  anxiously  looked  to, 
may  be  inferred  from  the  fact,  that  not  a life  or 
limb  has  been  lost  or  hurt  upon  the  road  since  it 
commenced  operations — now  nearly  four  years  ago. 
We  learn  that  a committee  of  the  directors  have 
lately  walked  over  the  whole  line  of  the  road  in 
company  with  the  president  and  superintendent,  and 
give  the  most  gratifying  account  of  the  condition  of 
the  track,  which  some  weeks  ago  was  represented 
to  be  but  indifferent.  One  of  the  committee  with 
whom  we  have  conversed,  informs  us  that  they 
found  the  timbers  in  general  perfectly  sound,  and 
the  decayed  portions  so  few  and  short  as  not  to  im- 
pair the  safety  of  the  road;  and  hands  are  now  em- 
ployed in  removing  them  and  substituting  sound 
timbers. — The  friends  of  the  improvement  (and 
who  is  not  its  friend  who  has  any  regard  for  the  ge- 
neral weal?)  may  therefore  dismiss  all  fears  aboutit. 

NORTH  CAROLIRA. 

At  the  fourth  annual  meeting  of  the  stockholders 
of  the  Wilmington  and  Raleigh  rail  road  company, 
held  at  Wilmington,  N.  C.  on  the  4th  inst,  a report 
was  made  by  the  president,  which  represented  the 
affairs  of  the  company  to  be  in  a most  prosperous 
condition,  and  its  future  prospects  highly  flattering. 
He  stated  that  the  net  profits  for  the  last  five  months 
upon  the  rail  road  and  stage  line,  that  is  from  the 
depot  at  Wilmington,  to  the  depot  at  Welden,  were 
$ 86,000 . From  this  sum  $20,000  are  to  be  deduct- 
ed, as  lost  by  the  steamboat  line,  which  leaves  a 
clear  profit  of  $66,000  upon  the  entire  line  for  the 
last  five  months.  There  are  still  thirty  miles  of  the 
road  unfinished,  and  as  the  profits  are  entirely  de- 
voted to  the  completion  of  the  work,  no  dividends 
can  yet  be  declared.  The  sum  of  $39,000  will  have 
to  be  raised  in  addition  to  the  receipts,  before  the 
road  can  be  entirely  made.  Looking  to  the  early 
completion  of  their  work,  the  president  was  instruct- 
ed to  procure  information  in  regard  to  the  rail  roads 
connecting  with  Savannah  and  Brunswick,  Geo. 
with  a view  to  a direct  communication  by  steam- 
boats, between  the  Wilmington  road,  and  one  or 
both  of  the  above  named  places. 

GEORGIA. 

Inaugural  address  of  Charles  J.  McDoanld,  esq.  de- 
livered in  the  house  of  representatives  on  Wednes- 
day, Nov.  6,  1839.  v 

Fellow  citizens:  Regarding  the  office  to  which  I 
have  been  called  by  the  people,  as  a trust  reposed 
in  me  for  their  benefit,  I promise  you  that  it  shall 
be  discharged  in  such  manner,  as  shall,  in  my  judg- 
ment best  "effectuate  its  object. 

The  present,  is,  in  many  respects  an  auspicious 
time  for  calm  and  wise  deliberation. 

The  measures  adopted  by  you  for  the  acquisition 
of  our  territorial  Tights,  carried  out  by  the  energy 
of  your  own  executive,  sutained  by  the  prompt  and 
zealous  co-operation  or  the  federal  authorities,  have 
happily  terminated  a subject  which  has  long  been 
one  of  angry  and  embarrassing  controversy  with  the 
general  government. 

The  abandonment  of  the  objectionable  policy  of 
a high,  unnecessary,  protective  tariff,  and  of  the 


exercise  of  questionable  and  doubtful  powers  by 
the  national  government,  has  been  followed  by  a 
state  of  quiet  and  harmony  in  the  southern  section 
of  the  union,  which  is  without  a precedent  in  the 
history  of  ttie  republic. 

The  spirit  of  fanaticism,  too,  which,  for  a time, 
wore  an  alarming  aspect,  and  seemed  to  threaten 
danger  to  the  confederacy  itself,  has  been  met  and 
subdued  by  the  sober  reflections  of  the  people, 
clearly  demonstrating  how  safely  “error  of  opinion 
may  be  tolerated,  when  reason  is  left  free  to  com- 
bat it.” 

While  this  state  of  things  augurs  well  for  fhe  per- 
manency of  our  political  institutions,  it  enables  the 
state  governments  to  devote  all  their  faculties  and 
energies  to  the  improvement  of  the  moral  and  in- 
tellectual condition  of  the  people,  and  to  such 
subjects  as  shall  promote  their  prosperity  and  hap- 
piness. 

Whatever  you  undertake  for  the  accomplishment 
of  these  cardinal  objects,  and  which  promises  to  the 
people  equivalent  benefits  for  burdens  endured,  shall 
have  my  support. 

The  power  vested  in  the  executive  arm  by  the 
constitution  and  statutes  passed  in  pursuance  of  it, 
for  the  enforcement  of  the  laws,  shall  be  faithfully 
and  impartially  exerted  for  this  purpose;  but  in  the 
performance  ofthis  duty,  1 look  with  confidence  to 
the  aid  which  your  wisdom  and  patriotism  shall 
give  me — to  the  support  which  I shall  have  in  the 
scrupulous  observance  of  the  laws  by  all  good  citi- 
zens— and  to  their  rigid  administration  by  all  public 
functionaries. 

Undue  excitement  is,  at  all  times  inimical  to  ra- 
tional action.  Let  us  then,  while  engaged  in  the 
public  service,  forget  all  those  unkind  feelings  and 
animosities  which  sometimes  grow  out  of  an  animat- 
ed political  contest;  let  a nobler  rivalry  for  the  ge- 
neral good  assume  their  place,  and  with  the  blessing 
of  Him,  in  whose  hands  are  the  destinies  of  nations, 
we  may  hope  that  our  labors  will  be  signalized  by 
“wisdom,  moderation  and  justice,”  and  result  in  the 
increased  happiness  of  an  approving  people. 

The  legislature.  A bill  lias  been  introduced  into 
the  senate  to  repeal  the  act  authorising  general 
banking — and  a bill  is  introduced  “more  effectually 
to  compel  banks  to  redeem  their  paper  in  specie. — 
By  this  bill  it  is  provided,  that  during  the  suspen- 
sion of  specie  payments  by  banks,  those  institutions 
will  be  debarred  from  commencing  suits  on  any 
notes,  bonds,  &e.  due  them.  Where  suits  have  al- 
ready commenced,  they  are  to  be  continued  to  the 
next  term  of  the  court,  &c.  During  the  suspension 
the  banks  are  prohibited  from  transferring  notes, 
bonds  or  drafts  payable  at  and  discounted  by  such 
banks.” 

Votes  for  governor.  The  legislature  on  counting 
the  official  returns  of  the  votes,  found  that  McDo- 
nald had  82,634,  Dougherty  30,807 — majority  1,827. 

The  banks.  The  Charleston  Courier  publishes 
the  following  extract  of  a letter,  dated  Milledge- 
ville,  November  9:  “There  is  a strong  feeling 
against  the  banks  here.  There  is  but  little  doubt 
that  they  will  be  required  to  pay  specie  before  long, 
or  lose  their  charters.  The  Bank  of  Milledgeville 
has  been  protested  in  900  cases,  and  I am  told  they 
will  be  sued  on  each  in  a magistrate’s  court.  The 
legislature  is  decidedly  administration,  and  will  cry 
aloud  and  spare  not,  where  banks  are  concerned.” 

Cotton.  The  Augusta,  Georgia,  Chronicle,  of  the 
4th  inst.  says:  Cotton  has  been  arriving  very  freely  for 
the  past  week,  both  by  the  rail  road  and  by  wagons. 
There  is,  however,  not  much  selling,  as  the  prices 
have  a downward  tendency.  We  quote  sales  at  8£ 
to  9^,  of  the  new  crop,  and  of  the  old  at  8c.  A 
very  choice  lot  of  square  might  command  9£,  but 
not  more. 

Mr.  Forsyth • The  U,  Stares  secretary  of  state 
reached  Milledgeville  on  the  10th  November,  on  his 
way  to  his  plantation  at  Twiggs.  The  union  demo- 
cratic members  of  the  legislature,  and  the  citizens 
of  the  same  party  then  in  Milledgeville,  seized  the 
opportunity  of  tendering  him  a public  dinner, 
which,  however,  he  declined.  He  left  there  on  the 
11th.  We  subjoin  his  reply  to  the  invitation: 

Milledgeville,  Nov.  11,  1S39. 

Gentlemen:  I have  had  the  honor  to  receive 
your  flattering  communication  of  the  10th  inst.  in- 
viting me  to  a public  dinner,  in  the  name  of  the 
union  and  democratic  members  of  the  legislature, 
ami  of  the  citizens  of  the  same  party  now  in  Mil- 
ledgeville. Indispensable  engagements  of  private 
business  call  me  to  the  borders  of  the  state  imme- 
diately; the  affairs  of  my  plantation  are  to  be  looked 
to  and  arranged  before  I return  to  Washington,  to 
which  place  I am  under  obligations  to  repair  by  the 
25th  of  this  month.  Under  these  circumstances  I 
must  rely  upon  the  personal  kindness  which  prompt- 
ed it  to  excuse  me  for  most  respectfully  declining 
your  invitation, 
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A manifestation  of  public  esteem  from  members 
of  the  legislature  and  other  citizens  of  Georgia, 
would  at  all  times  be  grateful  to  me,  but  is  particu- 
larly so  at  a moment  when  the  state  has  been  re- 
deemed from  the  strangely  false  position  in  which  it 
had  been  placed  by  the  errors  of  our  political  oppo- 
nents. With  the  warmest  acknowledgments  for  the 
more  than  kind  terms  in  which  your  communication 
is  conveyed,  I am,  gentlemen,  with  every  sentiment 
of  regard  for  yourselves  and  those  you  represent, 
your  friend  and  fellow  citizen, 

J JOHN  FORSYTH. 

To  Messrs.  Thos.  Glascock.  John  L.  Lewis,  John  H. 
Watson,  Win.  S.  Whitfield,  Francis  H.  Cone, 
John  Bates,  D.  C.  Campbell,  Reuben  Jordan,  Hen- 
ry E.  W.  Clark,  Micojah  Henley,  M.  Freeman,  P. 
B.  Cone,  James  M.  Kelly,  J.  Dunagan,  J.  R.  Stan- 
ford, Charles  Murphy,  Richard  D.  Arnold. 

ALABAMA. 

Crops.  Respecting  the  crops  in  north  Alabama, 
the  Decatur  Register  says  that  the  yield  will  exceed 
an  average  crop.  Many  of  the  planters  are  picking 
from  ten  to  fifteen  hundred  pounds  to  the  acre. — 
The  staple  is  very  fine,  and  we  have  never  known 
a more  favorable  season  for  putting  it  up  in  good 
order;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  it  will  command  a 
fair  price.  The  corn  crops  are  unusually  fine;  it 
is  delivered  in  the  crib  at  $1  25  per  barrel. 

A prominent  cause  of  hard  times.  The  bank  which 
was  recently  destroyed  by  fire  in  Mobile,  is  said  to 
have  cost  $160,000.  Had  a good,  plain,  fireproof 
banking-house— which  might  have  been  built  for 
five  thousand  dollars — been  erected,  instead  of  the 
combustible  princely  palace  which  cost  the  above 
enormous  sum,  it  would  have  saved  one  hundred 
and  fifty-five  thousand  dollars,  to  be  used  as  active 
business  capital,  and  the  stockholders  ol  the  bank 
would  now  have  an  uninjured  and  durable  struc- 
ture in  the  place  of  a heap  of  ruins.  The  truth  is, 
we  have  expended  a large  share  of  the  money  of 
which  we  now  stand  in  such  distressing  need,  in 
fine  buildings  and  unproductive  improvements. — 
We  must  study,  ay,  and  practice,  too,  a system  of 
more  rigid  economy,  or  long  suffer  the  just  and  se- 
vere punishment  of  thoughtless,  insane  extrava- 
gance. [ Buffalo  Com.  Advertiser. 

Harrisburg  convention.  The  following  appoint- 
ments have  been  made  by  the  whigs  of  this  state, 
as  delegates  to  the  national  convention: 

A.  F.  Hopkins  and  John  Gayle,  as  delegates  in 
behalf  of  the  state. 

1st  Dist.— Wm.  H.  Smith,  and  George  P.  Beirne. 

2d  Dist. — John  M.  Swope  and  James  Jackson. 

3d  Dist. — Wm.  M.  Murphy  and  W.  S.  Jones. 

4th  Dist. — H.  W.  Hilliard  and  W.  H.  Crenshaw. 

5thDist.— P.  W.  Herbert  and  John  M.  Burke. 

MISSISSIPPI. 

Signs  of  the  times.  A late  number  of  the  Ray- 
mond Times,  published  in  Hinds  county,  Missis- 
sippi, contained  twenty  and  a half  columns  of  ad- 
vertisements of  sales  by  sheriffs,  collectors  and 
marshals,  three  columns  and  more  notices  of  insol- 
vents, election  candidates,  &'c.  and  only  seventeen 
and  a’half  lines  of  reading  matter. 

The  Louisville  Journal  says:  We  gave  an  ac- 
count, two  or  three  days  ago,  of  a sheriff  in  Atilla 
county,  Mississippi,  who,  to  accommodate  his  con- 
stituents, prevented  the  holding  of  court  by  running 
away  on  the  1st  day  of  the  term.  We  perceive 
that  the  sheriff  of  another  county  in  that  state,  a 
Mr.  Hyne,  accomplished  the  same  object  by  a 
process  still  more  summary:  on  the  1st  day  of  the 
term  of  his  court  he  shot  himself. 

Wooden  pavements.  An  experiment  is  about  to 
be  made  at  Natchez,  with  wooden  pavements.  A 
gentleman  has  undertaken  a contract  to  cover  the 
streets  under  the  hill  with  that  material,  and  has 
already  made  considerable  progress  in  the  work. 

ARKANSAS. 

Colton  crops.  A Mr.  Lewis  B.  Fort,  ha3  pub- 
lished a letter  in  the  Little  Rock  Gazette,  stating 
that  on  the  28th  September,  seven  of  his  hands 
picked  2,563  lbs.  cotton,  366  lbs.  each. 

He  observes  at  the  conclusion  of  his  letter,  that 
“the  cotton  crop  has  come  in  very  fine,  and  the  cot- 
ton crop  exceeds  any  thing  he  ever  saw  of  the  kind 
—and  the  weather  has  been  very  fine  for  gathering 
crops.”  [ Louisianian . 

Stocks.  The  comptroller  of  New  York,  adver- 
tises a sale  of  Arkansas  state  stock,  pledged  by  the 
Chelsea  bank,  in  New  York,  and  forfeited  by  the 
non-payment  of  the  notes  issued  by  that  institution. 

The  route  to  Mexico  through  Arkansas.  It  ap- 
pears from  the  testimony  of  the  company  of  Mexi- 
can tiaders  (100  in  number),  who  made  a success- 
ful tradin'*  expedition  from  Chihuahua  to  New  Or- 
leans through  Arkansas  last  spring,  that  this  route  is 
the  nearest  and  every  way  most  practicable  for  the 
prosecution  of  this  trade,  if  the  navigation  of  Red 
liver  can  be  kept  unimpeded. 


The  company  are  now  on  their  way  back  with 
about  $300,000  of  goods  of  American  manufacture, 
in  wagons  and  packed  on  the  backs  of  mules,  of 
which  latter  they  have  five  hundred.  They  travel 
three  hundred  miles  up  Red  river,  and  then  strike 
off  in  a southwesterly  direction  through  a fertile 
prairie  country,  affording  ample  forage  for  their 
mules. 

Chihuahua  is  in  the  neighborhood  of  extensive 
mines,  producing  between  two  and  three  millions  of 
gold  and  silver  annually,  and  giving  employment  to 
about  sixty  thousand  persons.  If  encouraged,  the 
whole  of  the  trade  of  Chihuahua  undoubtedly  will 
be  carried  on  with  the  United  States.  The  trade  of 
the  British  with  that  place  is  carried  on  through  a 
port  of  the  Pacific  ocean,  a distance  of  seven  hun- 
dred miles,  crossing  the  Rocky  mountains. 

[New  York  Times. 

TENNESSEE. 

Legislature.  Yesterday  evening,  says  the  Banner 
of  the  30th  ult.in  the  senate  came  up  lor  considera- 
tion the  instructing  resolutions. 

Mr.  Brown  inquired  of  Mr.  Coe,  who  introduced 
the  resolutions,  what  was  the  duty  on  salt,  which  our 
senators  were  instructed  to  vote  for  the  repeal  of? 

Mr.  Coe  replied  twenty  cents  per  bushel. 

Mr.  Brown  rejoined  that  he  agreed  as  to  the  ex- 
pediency of  repealing  it. 

Mr.  Brown  moved  to  amend  the  first  resolution  so 
as  to  make  the  instruction  in  favor  of  instead  against 
a national  bank.  Lost  by  a strict  party  vote. 

In  lieu  of  the  second  resolution  in  favor  of  the 
sub-treasury,  Mr.  Anderson  ottered  the  following 
amendment: 

Resolved,  That  a corporation  is  much  safer  than 
any  individual  agent,  however  responsible  he  may 
be,  because  it  consists  of  an  association  of  indivi- 
duals who  have  thrown  together  their  aggregate 
wealth,  and  who  are  bound  in  their  corporate  cha- 
racter to  the  extent  of  their  whole  capital  stock  for 
the  deposites;  and  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
general  assembly  that  the  heaviest  security  which 
the  most  wealthy  individual  could  give,  would  not 
make  the  public  deposites  safe  at  the  point  of  large 
collections. 

This  amendment  was  in  the  words  of  governor 
Polk,  whilst  a member  of  congress.  On  motion  of 
Mr.  Yoakum  it  was  laid  on  the  table  by  a strict 
party  vote. 

Mr.  Anderson  then  moved  to  amend  the  second 
resolution  by  inserting  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  we  have  confidence  in  the  ability 
and  capacity  of  the  state  banks  to  perform  all  the 
duties  of  fiscal  agents  for  the  government. 

This  amendment  was  in  the  words  of  general 
Jackson,  as  may  be  seen  by  reference  to  his  annual 
message  to  congress  in  1836.  Mr.  Coe  moved  to 
lay  it  on  the  table  until  the  25th  day  of  December, 
which  was  carried  in  the  affirmative.  Yeas  18, 
nays  6. 

Mr.  Anderson  then  moved  the  following  amend- 
ment in  lieu  of  the  resolution  instructing  our  sena- 
tors to  vote  in  favor  of  the  sub-treasury: 

Resolved,  That  the  independent  treasury  is  disor- 
ganizing and  revolutionary,  and  subversive  of  the 
fundamental  principles  of  our  government,  and  of 
its  entire  practice  from  1789  down  to  this  day;  and 
that  it  is  as  palpable  a3  the  sun  that  the  effect  of  the 
scheme  would  be  to  bring  the  public  treasury  much 
nearer  the  actual  custody  and  control  of  the  presi- 
dent, and  exjiose  it  to  be  plundered  by  a hundred 
hands,  where  one  under  the  late  system  could  not 
reach  it.  In  such  event  we  should  feel  that  the 
people  had  just  cause  for  alarm,  and  ought  to  give 
their  most  watchful  attention  to  such  an  effort  to  en- 
large executive  power  and  put  in  its  hands  the 
means  of  corruption. 

This  amendment  was  in  the  language  of  the 
Globe,  the  official  organ  of  the  government  at  the 
time  the  project  of  the  sub-treasury  was  originally 
introduced  in  1834.  The  amendment  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Among  other  amendments  offered  was  one  add- 
ing the  words  “with  the  specie  clause,”  after  the 
word  “sub-treasury,”  in  the  resolution  instructing 
the  senators  to  vote  for  the  sub-treasury.  The 
amendment  was  laid  upon  the  table  by  a majority 
of  8.  A move  was  then  made  to  insert  after  the 
words  “sub-treasury  bill,”  the  words  “without  the 
specie  clause.”  This  was  unanimously  rejected. 
Other  amendments  were  offered  but  all  rejected, 
and  then  came  a discussion  of  the  general  merits 
of  the  instructions. 

The  resolutions  were  finally  passed  by  both 
branches  of  the  legislature. 

The  Nashville  Whig  of  the  15th  inst.  says:  “The 
instructing  preamble  and  resolutions  passed  the 
house  yesterday,  without  amendment;  and  this 
morning  the  hon.  E.  H.  Foster  transmitted  his  let- 
ter of  resignation  as  a senator  in  the  congress  of 


the  United  States,  which  was  read  to  both  houses. 
From  a private  letter  from  judge  White  read  to  the 
house  on  Wednesday  evening  and  published  in  a 
succeeding  column,  we  infer  that  a similar  commu- 
nication may  soon  be  looked  for  from  him. 

The  letter  of  Mr.  Foster  is  a long,  eloquent  and 
able  production — viewed  as  such  by  the  candid  of 
all  parties,  and  we  accord  to  it  no  undeserved  com- 
pliment when  we  say  that  it  is  a comprehensive 
and  conclusive  argument  upon  all  the  points  em- 
braced in  the  resolutions.  We  will  publish  it  at 
length  on  Monday,  with  the  introductory  remarks, 
in  the  house,  by  our  representative,  Mr.  Watson. 

A motion  to  place  the  letter  on  the  journal  of  the 
house  was  resisted  by  a small  portion  of  the  majori- 
ty, but  ultimately  carried,  ayes  58,  noes  15.  Pend- 
ing the  debate  on  this  motion  the  utmost  personal 
good  feeling  was  manifested  towards  Mr.  Foster  by 
his  political  opponents.  Even  those  who  had  the 
littleness  to  oppose  the  motion  on  the  score  of  eco- 
nomy (!)  said  nothing  disrespectful  of  the  author 
of  the  letter. 

The  banks.  Mr.  Smith  (adm.)  introduced  in  the 
lower  house  a resolution  requiring  the  State  bank 
and  branches,  to  resume  the  payment  of  specie  forth- 
with. 

This  resolution  was  discussed  for  several  days 
when  at  length  Mr.  Barry  (adm.)  proposed  the  fol- 
lowing substitute: 

Resolved  by  the  general  assembly  of  the  state  of 
Tennessee,  that  the  Bank  of  Tennessee,  the  Union 
bank,  the  Planters’  bank,  the  Farmers’  and  Merch- 
ants’ bank  of  Memphis,  and  all  the  other  banks  in 
Tennessee,  and  all  their  branches,  are  hereby  required 
to  resume  and  continue  the  payment  of  specie  for  all 
of  their  obligations  that  are  due,  and  as  fast  as  they 
become  due  and  are  presented  for  payment. 

The  following  amendment  was  added,  proposed  by 
Mr.  Farquharson. 

Provided  that  the  Bank  of  Tennessee  shall  not  be 
required  to  resume  the  payment  of  specie  forthwith 
unless  the  Union  and  Planters’  banks  will  agree  to 
resume,  and  do  resume  the  payment  of  specie  at 
the  same  time. 

In  this  shape  the  resolution  was  passed  by  a vote 
of  62  to  11. 

The  resolutions  instructing  the  banks  to  resume 
specie  payments  had  been  proposed  in  the  senate  by 
Mr.  Gillespie,  and  were  negatived  ayes  9,  nays  14. 

The  condition  of  the  banks  of  Tennessee,  as  re- 
gards their  ability  to  redeem  their  circulation  in 
specie,  was  as  follows,  on  the  17th  instant: 

Bank  of  Tennessee  and  branches,  51^  cts.  in  spe- 
cie to  the  dollar  of  circulation;  Union  bank  and 
branches,  56  cts.  to  the  dollar;  Planters’  bank  and 
branches,  45  cts.  to  the  dollar. 

We  further  learn  from  the  Nashville  Whig  of  the 
8th  inst.  that  the  circulation  of  the  Bank  of  Tennes- 
see and  branches  payable  on  demand  is  now  reduc- 
ed to  $'750,000  against  $386,000  in  specie  on  hand, 
equal  to  51  1-2  cents  to  the  dollar.  The  principal 
bank  at  Nashville  has  $138,000,  in  specie  against  a 
daily  decreasing  circulation  on  demand  of  only 
$151,000,  being  well  nigh  dollar  for  dollar. 

OHIO. 

Canal  tolls.  The  total  amount  of  tolls  collected 
on  the  Ohio  canals  for  1839,  was  $513,311  76,  be- 
ing an  excess  of  $64,909  39  over  these  of  1838. 

The  hon.  Elisha  Whittlesey  has  been  appointed 
a delegate  to  the  Harrisburg  convention  from  Ohio, 
in  the  place  of  judge  Pease,  deceased. 

The  important  improvement  of  the  navigation 
of  the  Muskingum  river  by  locks  and  dams,  is  go- 
ing forward.  The  locks  will  admit  the  navigation 
of  large  steamboats  as  far  as  Zansville. 

KENTUCKY. 

The  banks.  The  statement  of  the  Kentucky  banks 
to  the  15th  October  shows  that  the  aggregate  specie 
of  the  Bank  of  Kentucky,  Northern  bank  and 
Bank  of  Louisville,  amounts  to  $1,155,350  against 
an  active  circulation  of  $3,645,228, or  31^  cents  to 
the  dollar,  divided  as  follows: 


Specie. 

Circulation. 

Per  cent. 

Bank  of  Ky. 

$469,962 

to  $1,916,286 

24 

Northern  bank 

, 563,132 

. 122,256 

1,560,081 

36 

Bank  of  Louis 

16S,861 

72 

$1,155,350 

$3,645,228 

31£ 

The  immediate  liabilities  of  the  Bank  of  Ken- 
tucky, aside  from  circulation  are,  to  other  banks, 
856,113  dollars,  depositors,  $391, 2S1,  miscellaneous, 
$50,583;  available  resources,  other  than  specie, 
bills  of  exchange  $1,513,185,  state  and  city  bonds, 
$1,605,000,  due  from  other  banks,  $396,997,  other 
bank  notes,  $184,827,  miscellaneous,  $58,045. — 
The  Northern  bank  owes  to  depositers,  $240,923, 
other  banks,  $238,690,  miscellaneous,  $10,245; 
availables,  other  than  specie,  bills  of  exchange, 
$1,417,140,  state  and  city  bonds,  $790,000,  notes 
and  checks  of  other  banks,  $161,261. 
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INDIANA. 

The  salt  monopoly.  At  a meeting  of  the  demo- 
cratic citizens  ot  Knox  county,  represented  by  de- 
legates from  the  several  townships  of  said  county, 
in  convention  at  Vincennes,  on  Friday,  the  first 
day  of  November,  1839,  Samuel  Thompson  was 
called  to  the  chair,  and  Martin  Robinson  appointed 
secretary. 

On  motion,  a committee  of  five  was  appointed  to 
prepare  rules  for  the  regulation  of  the  meeting; 
whereupon,  the  chairman  appointed  the  following 
geutlemen:  John  Law,  Elihu  Stout,  John  Myers, 
Robert  G.  McClure  and  Win.  Raper. 

The  committee  reported  the  following  gentlemen 
as  olficers  of  the  convention,  to  wit:  Joseph  Lat- 
shaw,  president;  E.  Stout  and  Samuel  Thompson, 
vice  presidents;  and  Martin  Robinson  and  Asa  A. 
Robertson,  secretaries. 

On  motion,  a committee  (if  five  was  appointed  to 
report  resolutions  expressive  of  the  sense  of  this 
meeting. 

Whereupon,  the  president  announced  the  follow- 
ing gentlemen  as  that  committee:  John  Law,  Elijah 
Snapp,  James  D.  Williams,  Wm.  £.  Lindsay  and 
Win.  Raper. 

The  committee  reported,  among  other  democratic 
resolutions,  the  following: 

Resolved,  That,  in  our  opinion,  the  worst  of  all 
monopolies,  with  the  exception  of  a monopoly  of 
breadstuff,  is  a “salt  monopoly;”  that  the  citizens  of 
this  section  of  Indiana  have  lor  a long  period  been 
subjected  to  all  the  evils  of  this  odious  monopoly, 
and  are  likely  to  be  so  for  some  time  to  come,  un- 
less some  remedy  is  provided  for  the  evil;  that  the 
true  remedy,  we  believe,  is  the  entire  repeal  of  the 
duty  on  foreign  salt;  and  that  the  lion.  Thomas  H. 
Benton  is  entitled  to  the  thanks  of  the  community 
for  the  honest  and  vigorous  efforts  he  has  made  in 
the  senate  of  the  United  States  to  repeal  said  duty; 
and  that,  in  the  opinion  of  this  convention,  the  con- 
vention to  be  assembled  at  Indianapolis  on  the  8th 
of  January  next  should  make  a pubic  declaration 
of  their  approbation  of  this  truly  democratic  mea- 
sure. 

Whig  state  convention.  The  Watchman  says  the 
whigs  of  Indiana  will  hold  a state  convention  at  In- 
dianopolis  some  time  during  the  ensuing  winter, 
for  the  purpose  of  appointing  an  electoral  ticket  for 
president  of  the  United  States,  and  also  to  nomi- 
nate suitable  candidates  for  governor  and  lieutenant 
governor.  Throughout  the  state,  active  measures 
are  now  being  taken  to  secure  a full  representation 
from  the  several  counties  in  this  convention.  In 
order  that  the  whigs  of  Fayette  county  may  be  re- 
presented in  the  state  convention,  it  is  proposed  that 
a county  convention  be  held  at  the  court  house  in 
C’onnersville,  on  Saturday  the  16th  day  of  Novem- 
ber. 

ILLINOIS. 

Illinois  loan.  It  will  be  recollected  that  Messrs. 
Rawlings  and  Oakley,  the  commissioners  who  went 
to  Europe  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a state  loan, 
returned  by  the  Great  Western  in  September,  since 
which  there  have  been  a variety  of  reports  in  re- 
lation to  the  loan  obtained  by  these  gentlemen. — 
The  following  we  copy  from  the  last  Sangame 
Journal  of  the  1st  instant: 

The  Great  loan.  Messrs.  Rawlings  and  Oakley 
agreed  to  transmit  to  Messrs.  Wright  k Co.  stock 
dealers  at  the  west  end  of  London,  sterling  bonds 
to  the  amount  of  four  millions  of  dollars,  on  their 
return  to  N.  York,  Messrs.  Wright  and  Co.  agreed, 
on  their  part,  to  advance  £10,000  per  month  on 
these  bonds  until  they  had  advanced  the  sum  of 
£50,000;  that  they  were  authorised  to  sell  them 
for  £90  on  the  £100;  that  if  they  sold  for  £95, 
they  were  to  receive  the  £5  as  commissission;  if 
they  sold  for  more  than  that  sum,  the  amount  was 
to  be  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  state;  Messrs. 
Wright  & Co.  only  contracting  to  advance  £50,000. 
It  was,  however,  agreed,  that  should  they  succeed 
in  selling  the  bonds,  they  would,  in  that  case,  con- 
tinue to  advance  to  the  state. 

There  is,  therefore,  no  certainty  that  the  state 
will  realize  more  than  £50,000,  or  £250,000  on 
this  so-much-and-so-Iong-talked-of  loan. 

“We  farther  understand  that  when  Mr.  Tilson 
became  possessed  of  the  facts  in  the  case,  he  pre- 
pared a written  protest  against  the  proceedings  of 
liis  colleagues  in  this  business,  and  caused  it  to  be 
served  upon  them.” 

A flat  boat  from  Galena,  Illinois,  laden  with  lead, 
and  valued  at  six  thousand  dollars,  sunk  on  the  30th 
nit.  four  miles  above  St.  Louis.  The  lead  will,  it 
is  said,  all  be  raised  without  much  expense.  It  was 
insured  in  St.  Louis 

Slate  senators.  The  whigs  of  the  counties  of 
Morgan,  Scott  and  Cass,  have  nominated  William 
L.  Sargeant  as  a candidate  to  fill  a vacancy  in  the 
senate  of  that  state,  at  a special  election  to  be  held 


on  the  25th  instant.  lie  is  supported  as  the  “anti- 
internal  improvement  candidate.” 

Ship  wreck  and  loss  of  life  at  Chicago.  We  learn 
by  the  American,  that  during  a violent  storm  on 
the  night  of  the  6th,  the  schooner  Jefferson,  capt. 
Keeler,  from  Buffalo,  was  wrecked  outside  the  north 
pier,  and  the  cook  and  a passenger  by  the  name  of 
Bliss  supposed  to  be  drowned.  The  vessel  struck 
between  20  and  30  yards  from  the  shore,  and  all 
on  board — 8 crew  and  2 passengers — came  near 
perishing.  Cries  of  distiess  was  heard  by  1 he  citi- 
zens, who  rendered  every  possible  aid.  The  cap- 
tain nearly  exhausted,  jumped  overboard  and  was 
rescued.  The  others,  except  the  missing,  were 
saved  by  assistance  from  shore. 

MISSOURI 

Border  difficulties.  The  Missouri  Republican,  of 
the  12th  says:  From  the  Burlington  I.  T.  papers,  we 
suppose  that  for  the  present  all  the  apprehended  dif- 
ficulties about  our  northern  line  have  subsided. 
The  latest  papers  from  that  quarter  are  silent  upon 
the  subject  ot  any  further  movements  upon  either 
side.  From  this  silence  we  presume  the  citizens  in 
the  disputed  territory  have  acquiesced  in  the  claim  of 
Missouti  Tor  the  present. 

We  take  pleasure  in  thanking  our  friends  at  St. 
Francoisville,  for  the  information  they  have  sent  ns 
from  time  to  time.  When  occasion  offers  we  will 
repay  it  by  writing  at  least  as  often. 

The  steamer  Pizarro,  which  arrived  on  the  lltli 
inst.  from  Missouri  river,  brought  $60,000  in  specie, 
received  at  Independence,  from  Sante  Fe. 

Among  the  passengers  are  M.  Field,  who  left 
here  some  time  Iasi  summer  for  Santa  Fe,  for  the 
benefit  of  his  health,  and  five  Mexican  gentlemen 
from  Sante  Fe.  [St.  Louis  Rep. 

Native  iron.  The  cost  of  a rail  road  from  (he 
Tron  mountain,  Missouri,  to  St.  Louis,  [120  miles], 
is  estimated  at  two  and  a half  millions  of  dollars. 
The  Iron  mountain  itself  is  represented  to  be  about 
four  hundred  feet  in  height,  and  three  inches  in 
length,  literally  covered  with  bright  shining  ore; 
having  every  appearance  of  metal  which  has  been 
smelted.  At  the  base  of  the  mountain  the  ore  is  in 
pieces  of  a pound  weight  and  upwards,  but  as  you 
approach  the  apex,  the  pieces  increase  in  size  to 
thousands  of  tons  weight,  and  these  immense  masses 
are  of  a quality  superior  to  any  thing  of  the  kind 
heretofore  known. 

Mysterious  murder.  The  St.  Louis  Bulletin  has 
the  following  account  of  a singular  and  mysterious 
murder: 

“Mr.  Charles  Rhyiner,  a maker  of  mathematical 
instruments,  on  Chestnut  street,  was  murdered  on 
Sunday  last,  under  very  mysterious  circumstances. 
In  company  with  two  gentlemen,  (Mr.  Mank  and 
Mr.  Altinger),  he  was  hunting  opposite  the  city,  in 
Illinois,  and  had  killed  three  ducks,  when  they 
agreed  to  take  stands  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
yards  apart  upon  the  lake.  Shortly  after  their  sepa- 
ration, two  guns  were  heard  in  quick  succession; 
and  the  companions  of  Mr.  Rhyiner,  knowing  that 
he  had  but  a single  barrel,  immediately  proceeded  to 
the  spot  where  he  was,  and  there  they  found  him 
dead — shot  through  the  head  and  his  game  gone. 
On  their  way  to  the  spot  where  Rhyiner  was  mur- 
dered. they  saw  a man  coming  from  that  direction 
with  three  ducks,  but  not  knowing  of  the  murder  at 
that  time,  he  was  permitted  to  escape.  The  gentle- 
men then  came  to  the  city  and  being  joined  by 
others,  they  returned  to  the  Illinois  shore,  but  no 
clue  could  be  found  that  would  lead  to  the  apprehen- 
sion of  the  murderer.  The  corpse  was  brought  to 
this  city  on  yesterday.  Crime  must  be  rife  in  the 
land  when  a man’s  life  is  taken  for  three  ducks.” 

Missouri  and  Iowa.  Boundary  troubles.  The 
Charleston  Mercury  thus  discourses  upon  this  sub- 
ject: 

Missouri  and  Iowa  have  planted  dragoons’  teeth 
on  a patch  of  ground  “lying  and  being”  in  dubio, 
but  “butting  and  bounding”  on  the  east  to  the  Mis- 
sissippi river,  on  the  south  and  west  to  the  Des 
Moines  river,  and  on  the  north  to  a line  of  latitude 
forming  in  the  main  the  northern  boundary  of  Mis- 
souri. From  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  said  land 
is  shaped  a little  like  a tomahawk,  which  accounts 
for  its  having  irritated  the  flesh  and  stirred  the  black 
blood  of  the  “two  powers.”  The  governor  of  Mis- 
souri, seeing  that  this  little  della  was  another  Egypt 
of  fertility,  abounding  in  corn  and  oil  (of  hickory) 
did  send  certain  valorous  knights  ^ of  the  shear), 
sheriffs  and  others,  to  levy  black  mail  thereon. 
These,  like  other  Jasons,  hastening  after  another 
golden  fleece,  found  to  their  unutterable  indignation 
and  dismay,  that  the  Iowa  sheep  had  more  horns 
than  wool.  They  were  themselves  fleeced,  and 
suffered  otherwise  uncomfortably.  Thereupon  the 
governor  of  Missouri  did  manufacture  and  set  up  a 
mighty  proclamation,  which  went  up  from  the  seat 
of  government  awful  as  the  genius  out  of  the  hose 
of  the  demijohn,  in  the  eastern  tale,  making  no  in- 


considerable smoke.  But  the  governor  of  Iowa,  no 
way  disheartened,  but  rather,  like  a crow  in  a mist, 
becoming  larger  in  .the  vapor  which  the  other  had 
evoked  about  him,  did  issue  a still  mightier  and 
more  smoky  manifesto,  which,  it  seemed,  must  clean 
strangle  the  men  of  Missouri,  before  they  could 
swallow  it.  But  these  two  proclamations,  being  so 
valiant  and  wrathful,  did  the  rather  infuriate  and  put 
into  an  ecstacy  of  bloody-mindedness  both  parties, 
who  are  called  the  Boggites  and  the  Lucasites. 
The  press  on  both  sides  began  to  abound  in  pikes, 
blunderbusses,  and  other  atrocious  weapons,  and 
their  “voice  was  still  for  war!”  The  tax  irathereis 
and  publicans  of  Missouri  went  out  again  to  gather 
the  tythes,  but  were  met  with  scoffs,  and  jeers,  the 
men  of  Iow  a being  in  no  sort  of  that  branch  of  the 
Anglo  Saxon  tribe,  who,  in  the  opinion  of  a wise 
statesman,  do  delight  in  paying  debts.  They  on 
the  contrary  have  as  deep  an  abhorrence  to  pulling 
nut  their  purses  as  to  pulling  out  their  teeth,  and  be 
indeed  far  more  quick  to  show  the  latter  than  the 
former.  They  therelore  took  hold  of  the  pu  blicans, 
which  were  of  the  Boggites,  and  shook  them  furi- 
ously, and  setting  their  faces  towards  the  south,  did 
make  to  them  many  and  sore  applications  of  the 
toes  of  boots,  threatening  also  to  row  them  up  a 
very  freightful  branch  ol  the  river  Styx,  which  is 
called  the  Salt  river,  and  leadeth,  as  is  supposed  by 
learned  geographers,  more  than  halt-way  to  the  do- 
minion of  the  “Old  Harry.” 

Thus  stands  the  provocation.  The  two  gover- 
nors have  raised  each  a great  army  of  very  terrible 
words  and  phrases,  having  also  several  field  pieces 
of  newspapers  that  have  already  thrown  a vast  num- 
ber of  “carcases”  and  other  offensive  things  among 
each  other.  There  is  also  talk  as  soon  as  the  mili- 
tia get  through  thrashing  the  crop  that  there  will 
be  other  thrashing  on  hand. 

IOWA. 

Death.  The  Burlington  (Iowa)  Patriot  announ- 
ces the  death,  in  that  place,  of  the  bon.  Wm.  B. 
Conway,  secretary  of  the  territory,  after  an  illness 
of  about  one  week.  He  died  on  the  6th  instant. — 
He  is  represented  to  have  been  a very  active  and 
efficient  officer. 

FLORIDA. 

The  war.  The  Tallahassee  Star  speaks  in  high 
praise  of  the  recent  excursion  or  forage  into  the  8e- 
rninole  country,  by  governor  Call,  at  the  head  of  200 
drafted  men.  The  scout  was  an  extensive  and  effi- 
cient one,  embracing  the  entire  country  of  swamp 
and  hammock  quite  through  to  the  Suwanee.  The 
Indians  have  not  been  so  hotly  pursued  for  a long 
time.  The  troops  were  frequently  close  upon  them 
— they  fired  on  them  once  or  twice — routed  them 
from  their  secret  hiding  places  and  drove  them  out 
ol  the  district.  A company  of  United  States  regu- 
lars, under  command  of  captain  Hotter  and  lieut. 
Wood,  joined  the  expeoitiori  and  performed  effective 
service.  It  is  anticipated  that  Middle  l’loiida  will 
remain  free  from  Indian  depredation,  at  least  fora 
time  to  come. 

The  Floridian  of  the  9lh  inst.  says:  We  have 

been  informed  since  the  publication  of  our  last  pa- 
per that  the  report  of  either  gen.  Macomb  or  general 
Scott  being  ordered  to  take  charge  of  the  Florida 
war  i3  incorrect,  and  that  general  Taylor  is  still  to 
be  continued  in  command.  We  are  highly  gratified 
to  learn  that  gen.  Taylor  has  ordered  all  the  forces 
he  can  spare  from  other  points,  without  leaving 
those  sections  too  exposed  to  Middle  Florida,  and 
intends  forthwith  to  adopt  tiie  mo3t  active  and  vigor- 
ous measures  with  all  his  troops  to  scour  the  whole 
country  west  of  the  Suwannee,  and  drive  the  Indi- 
ans beyond  that  river.  Several  companies  ol  regu- 
lars are  on  the ir  way  to  this  vicinity  for  that  object. 
Gen.  Taylor  will  command  in  person.  The  detence 
of  the  east  will  we  learn  be  left  to  col.  Mills,  with 
the  militia  of  that  section.  We  trust  this  effort  to 
rid  us  of  the  foe  may  be  successful  and  final.  When 
driven  beyond  the  Suwannee,  the  establishment  of 
a line  of  pots  on  that  liver,  close  together,  keeping 
up  continual  scouts  between  them,  and  a steamboat 
running  on  the  river  may  give  our  frontier  perma- 
nent protection.  The  distress  and  evil  caused  to 
our  citizens  by  the  past  repeated  calls  upon  our  mi- 
litia is  great.  Besides  the  harrassing  vexations';  the 
vast  amount  of  labor  abstracted  from  the  communi- 
ty; the  influence  of  the  camp  life  upon  our  young 
men  is  not  beneficial,  and  it  is  in  truth  one  of  the 
most  afflicting  grievances  of  a w ar.  We  believe  that 
gen.  Taylor,  if  lie  has  blood  hounds,  as  is  stated  lie 
will,  may  expel  the  Indians  from  Middle  Florida, 
although  as  we  have  before  stated  we  regard  tiis 
lorce  as  too  small  lo  certainly  effect  such  result.  If 
the  Indians  are  once  certainly  driven  east  ol'  the 
Suwannee  and  posts  established,  our  territorial 
troops  can  be  disbanded  and  return  to  their  homes 
and  families.  To  accomplish  this  desirable  result, 
all  the  troops  now  in  the  field  should  co-operate  with 
the  regulars,  and  doubtless  volunteer  companies 
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could  be  raised  here  and  in  Georgia  to  render  the] 
force  effective.  We  have  heard  it  stated  that  general  | 
Nelson  is  willing  still  to  come  to  Florida — that  he 
and  his  brave  men  are  willing  to  serve  their  country 
either  in  or  out  of  Florida,  without  reference  to  a 
command  independent  of  the  regular  officers.  Like 
true  patriots  they  look  not  to  self  but  to  their  coun- 
try. We  hope  he  will  be  invited.  We  should  be 
gratified  to  see  him  in  supreme  command,  but  as 
giving  such  command  to  any  militia  officer,  is  it 
seems  decided  against  by  the  war  department,  we 
hope  his  military  pride  and  etiquette  will  not  re- 
strain him  from  bringing  a battalion  of  brave  Geor- 
gians and  aiding  us. 


BANKS  AND  BANKING. 

Mr.  Calhoun  on  banks  and  banking.  From 
communications  in  the  Baltimore  Chronicle,  over 
the  signatory  of  Vindex. 

During  the  past  summer  the  New  York  Com- 
mercial Advertiser  charged  that  Mr.  Calhoun  had 
said: 

“If  we  do  not  take  advantage  of  the  present  crisis; 
join  the  administration  in  the  course  they  are  pur- 
suing, BREAK  DOWN  THE  COMMERCIAL  PROSPERI- 
TY of  the  northern  cities,  and  build  up  on  its  ruins 
a commerce  in  the  cities  of  the  south,  we  must  have 
a separation  of  the  union.” 

Ttiis  charge  was  copied  into  the  New  York  Even- 
ing Star,  with  comments,  and  there  met  the  eye  of 
a friend  of  Air.  Calhoun,  whose  personal  and  politi- 
cal relation  to  that  distinguished  statesman,  authoris- 
ed him  to  do  so,  and  he,  under  his  proper  signature, 
denied  that  Mr.  Calhoun  had  ever  entertained  or 
uttered  such  a sentiment.  The  calumny  was  utter- 
ed under  the  influence  of  that  party  prejudice  and 
jealousy  which  have,  for  years,  studiously  closed 
the  northern  press  against  every  vindication  of  Mr. 
Calhoun’s  official  acts  and  opinions,  and  hence  it 
has  been  revived  and  is  now  performing  its  circuit 
among  the  subordinate  agents  of  faction. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  current  of  public  senti- 
ment, and  the  imminent  peril  in  which  they  are 
placed,  will  prepare  the  more  discreet,  at  least  of 
the  commercial  and  manufacturing  classes,  to  rea- 
son upon  the  subject.  If  they  have  been  arrayed 
against  Mr.  Calhoun,  because  they  believe  that  he 
desires  to  “break  down  the  prosperity  of  the 
northern  cities”  and  have  denounced  the  mea- 
sure which  he  advocates,  because  they  believe  that 
it  was  proposed  for  that  purpose,  it  must  be  gratify- 
ing to  them  to  learn,  that  he  has  no  such  view  or 
motive;  and  to  be  convinced  that  the  measure, 
which  he  proposes  will  produce  no  such  result. 

Although  the  entire  opposition  has  been  active  in 
circulating  calumnies  suggested  for  malevolent  par- 
ty purposes  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  condition  of 
parties  is  now  such,  that  the  public  mind  may  be 
diverted  from  the  presidential  canvass,  to  the  great 
question  of  the  currency;  and  I therefore  propose, 
in  a few  short  esssays,  to  disabuse  that  eminent 
statesman,  who  foreseeing  the  present  calamity,  has 
devoted  all  his  energies  to  avert  its  consequences. — 
As  he  is  not  a candidate  for  popular  lavor— -as  he 
has  sacrificed  his  personal  popularity  to  serve  his 
country,  and  these  essays  will  be  strictly  defensive 
and  relate  almost  exclusively  to  the  question  of  the 
currency,  and  consist  mostly  of  extracts  from  his 
own  printed  speeches,  and  are  now  published  under 
a confident  hope  that  they  will  tend  to  allay  partly 
excitement  and  prepare  the  public  mind  for  a more 
dispassionate  consideration  of  the  subject  of  banks 
and  currency,  I ask  of  the  press  of  both  parties  to 
republish  them: 

The  charge  against  Mr.  Calhoun  is,  that  he  de- 
sires to  “break  down  the  commercial  pros- 
perity of  the  northern  cities,”  and  that  he  has 
joined  the  administration  for  that  purpose.  It  is 
known  that  he  is  in  favor  of  the  sub-treasury,  with 
the  specie  clause,  and  this  charge  of  hostility  to  the 
prosperity  of  the  northern  cities  is  predicated  on 
the  influence  which  it  is  supposed  that  measure 
would  have  on  the  banks  and  the  commerce  and 
manufactures  connected  with  them. 

If  it  shall  appear,  as  in  the  sequel  it  will, — that 
so  far  from  measures  of  coercion  and  oppression, 
Air.  Calhoun  has  advocated,  strenuously  advocated, 
measures  of  relief  and  support  to  the  commercial 
and  manufacturing  interests — and  that  so  far  from 
a war  upon  the  banks  he  would  have  given  them 
all  the  aid  which  the  government  could  give,  by  a 
legitimate  use  of  its  own  credit,  in  its  financial 
operations,  he  will  have,  been  vindicated,  and  it  is 
to  be  hoped  that  the  adoption  of  the  great  measure 
of  relief \ will  have  been  promoted.  We  find  our- 
selves in  the  midst  of  another  panic.  The  banks 
have  again  suspended.  What  shall  b'e  done?  The 
condition  of  the  country  is  much  the  same  that  it 
was  in  1838.  When  Air.  Wright’s  bill  was  before 
the  senate.  Air.  Rives  moved  a substitute,  and  it  is 


for  opposing  that  substitute  that  Mr.  Calhoun  is 
denounced  as  an  enemy  of  the  commercial  prosperi- 
ty of  the  northern  cities.  The  following  is  an 
extract  from  his  speech  on  the  15th  February, 
1838. 

Mr.  Calhoun  speaking  of  the  substitute  said — 

“It  proposes  to  fix  the  first  of  July  next  for  the 
period  of  resumption;  and  as  the  inducement  to  re- 
sume, it  proposes  to  select  twenty-five  of  the  most 
respectable  and  solid  out  of  the  resuming  banks  to 
be  ‘depositories  of  the  public  moneys,  and  the  fis- 
cal agents  of  the  government’  as  has  been  already 
stated.  It  also  proposes,  and  this  is  the  stimulous — 
the  essence  of  the  whole — to  make  the  notes  of  such 
banks  as  may  resume  on  or  before  that  day,  exclu- 
sively receiveable  in  the  public  dues.  Here  is  a 
quid  pro  quo;  something  proposed  to  be  done,  for 
w hich  something  is  to  be  given.  We  tell  the  banks 
plainly,  if  you  resume,  we,  on  our  part  stipulate  to 
make  twenty-five  of  you  fiscal  agents  and  deposito- 
ries of  the  revenue;  and  we  further  stipulate  that 
those  who  resume  by  the  time  fixed,  shall  have  the 
exclusive  privilege  forever  of  having  their  notes  re- 
ceivable in  the  dues  of  the  government,  in  common 
with  gold  and  silver.  If  the  banks  perform  their 
part,  we  shall  be  bound  in  honor  and  good  faith  to 
perform  ours.  It  would  be  a complete  contract,  as 
obligatory  as  if  signed,  sealed  and  delivered.  Such  is 
the  inducement.” 

“The  next  questoin  is,  will  it  be  adequate?  Yes, 
abundantly  adequate.  The  battery  is  strong  enough 
to  awaken  the  dead  to  life;  the  consideration  suf- 
ficient to  remmunerate  the  banks  for  whatever  sa- 
crifice they  may  be  compelled  to  make,  in  order  to 
resume  payment.  It  is  difficult  to  estimate  the 
value  of  these  high  privileges,  prerogatives,  as  I 
might  justly  call  them.  They  are  worth  millions. 
If  you  were  to  enter  into  a similar  contract  with  an 
individual,  I doubt  notthat  he  could  sell  out  in  open 
market  for  at  least  thirty,  forty  or  fifty  millions  of 
dollars.  I do  then  the  moverthe  justice  tosay,  that 
his  means  are  ample  to  effect  what  he  proposes. — 
As  difficult  as  is  the  work  of  resumption,  and  diffi- 
cult it  will  turn  out  to  be  when  tried — the  induce- 
ment will  prove  all  sufficient.  But  the  resumption, 
however  desirable,  may  be  purchased  too  dearly; 
and  such  would  prove  to  be  the  case  should  the  pro- 
ject succeed.  Not  only  is  the  offer  too  great,  but 
the  mode  of  effecting  it  is  highly  objectionable.  Its 
operation  would  prove  not  less  disastrous  than  the 
bargain  has  been  shown  to  be  unconstitutional, 
which  I shall  now  proceed  to  establish.” 

“The  offer  will  have  a double  effect.  It  will  act 
as  a powerful  stimulous  to  resumption,  but  will  act, 
at  the  same  time,  with  equal  force  to  excite  a 
struggle  among  the  banks,  not  only  to  resume 
themselves  but  to  prevent  others  from  resuming. 
The  reason  is  clear.  The  advantage  to  each  will 
increase,  as  the  number  of  the  resuming  banks  de- 
creases; and  of  course  the  great  point  of  interest 
among  the  strong  will  be  to  restrict  the  proffered 
prize  to  the  smallest  number.  The  closer  the  mo- 
nopoly the  greater  the  profits.  In  this  struggle  a 
combination  of  a few  powerful  and  wealthy  banks, 
the  most  respectable  and  solid,  as  designated  in  the 
substitute,  will  overthrow'  and  trample  down  the 
residue.  Their  fall  will  spread  desolation  over  the 
land.  Whatever  may  be  the  fate  of  others,  in  this 
desperate  contest,  there  is  one  in  relation  to  which 
no  doubt  can  be  entered:  I refer  to  the  United 

States  Bank  of  Pennsylvania.  That  at  least  will 
be  one  ol  the  winners,  one  of  the  twenty-five — to 
whom  the  prize  will  be  assigned.  Its  vast  re- 
sources, its  wealth  and  influential  connections, 
both  at  home  and  abroad;  the  skill  and  ability  of 
the  officer  at  its  head,.  * * * would  place  it  beyond 
all  doubt  among  the  victors.” 

“He  starts  without  proper  weights  and  will  lead 
the  way  from  the  first.  Who  the  others  may  be 
is  uncertain.  This  will  depend  mainly  upon  his 
good  will  and  pleasure.  It  may  be  put  down  as 
certain,  whoever  they  may  be,  that  they  will  be 
powerful  and  influential,  and  not  unfavorable  to  its 
interests  or  aggrandisement.  But  the  mischievous 
effect  will  not  be  limited  to  this  death  struggle,  in 
which  so  many  must  fail  and  he  crushed,  that 
might  otherwise  weather  the  storm.  The  final  re- 
sumption, for  such  it  will  be  in  effect,  would  be  fol- 
lowed by  wide  spread  desolation.  It  is  easy  to 
sink  to  suspension  but  hard  to  return  to  resump- 
tion. Under  the  most  favorable  circumstances  and 
when  conducted  most  favorably  and  cautiously,  the 
pressure  must  be  severe;  but  if  coerced  or  preci- 
pitated by  bankrupt  laws  nr  temptations  such  as 
this,  it  will  be  ruinous.  To  make  it  safe  and  easy 
it  must  be  the  work  of  time.  Government  can  do 
but  little.  The  disease  originates  in  excessive  in- 
debtedness, and  the  onlv  remedy  is  payment  or  the 
reduction  of  debts.  It  is  estimated  that  when  the 
bank3  suspended  payment  the  community  was  in- 
debted 475  millions.  To  reduce  this  within  the 


proper  limits,  is  not  the  work  of  a few  days,  and 
can  be  but  little  aided  by  us.  The  industry  and 
the  vast  resource  of  the  country,  with  time,  are  the 
only  remedies  to  be  relied  oq  for  the  reduction; 
and  to  these,  with  the  state  legislatures  and  the 
public  opinion  the  resumption  must  be  left.  To 
understand  the  subject  fully  we  must  look  a little 
more  into  the  real  cause  of  the  difficulty.  This 
enormous  debt  was  incurred  in  prosperous  times. 
The  abundant  means  of  the  banks  from  the  surplus 
revenue,  and  a combination  of  other  causes,  in- 
duced them  to  discount  freely.  This  increased  the 
circulation,  and  with  its  increase  its  value  depre- 
ciated, and  prices  rpse  proportionally.  With  this 
rise,  enterprise  and  speculation  seized  the  wjiole 
community,  and  everyone  expected  to  make  a for- 
tune at  once;  and  this  in  turn  gave  a new  impulse 
to  discounts  aad  circulation,  until  the  swelling  tide 
burst  its  barriers  and  deluged  the  land.  Then  be-' 
gan  the  opposite  process  of  absorbing  the  excess. 
If  it  had  been  possible  to  return  it  back  to  the 
banks,  (the  sources  from  whence  it  flowed) 
through  its  debtors,  the  speculating,  enterprising 
and  business  portion  of  the  community,  the  mis- 
chief would  have  been  in  a great  measure  avoided. 
But  circulation  had  flowed  off-  into  other  reservoirs, 
those  of  the  moneyed  men  and  bankers,  who  hoard 
when  prices  are  high  and  buy  when  they  are  low. 
The  portion  thus  drawn  off  and  held  in  deposite, 
either  in  banks  or  the  chests  of  individuals,  was  as 
effectually  lost,  as  far  as  the  debtors  of  the  banks 
were  concerned,  as  if  they  had  been  burnt.  The 
means  of  payment  were  thus  diminished;  prices 
fell  in  proportion,  and  the  pressure  increased  as 
they  fell.  Though  the  amount  in  circulation  be 
greatly  reduced,  yet  the  banks  are  afraid  to  dis- 
count, lest  on  resumption  the  hoarded  mass  of  de- 
posites,  held  by  individuals  or  other  banks  should 
be  let  lose,  and  in  addition  to  what  might  be  put 
into  circulation,  should  discounts  be  made,  would 
cause  another  inundation  to  be  followed  by  another 
suspension.  How  is  this  difficulty  to  be  safely 
surmounted  but  by  unlocking  the  hoarded  means? 
and  how  is  this  to  be  done  without  deciding  the 
currrency  question?  This  is  the  first  and  necessary 
step.  That  done  and  all  will  be  able  to  calculate 
and  determine  which  to  do.  The  period  of  inac- 
tion and  uncertainty  would  cease,  and  that  of  busi- 
ness revive.  Funds  that  are  now  locked  up  would 
be  brought  again  into  operation,  and  the  channels 
of  circulation  be  replenished  in  the  only  mode  that 
it  can  be  done  with  safety.  Thu3  thinking  I am 
now  and  have  been  from  the  first  in  favor  of  an 
early  decision,  and  averse  to  all  coercion  or  holding 
out  temptation  to  resume:  leaving  the  disease  to 
the  gradual  and  safe  operation  of  time,  with  as  little 
tampering  as  possible.  In  the  mean  lime  I hold  it 
to  he  unwise  to  cease  discounting,  and  to  adopt  an 
indiscriminate  system  of  curtailment.  Its  effects  are 
ruinous  to  the  business  of  the  country  and  calcu- 
lated to  retard,  rather  than  to  accelerate  a resump- 
tion. The  true  system,  1 would  say,  would  be  to 
discount  with  business  paper  as  freely  as  usual,  and 
curtail  gradually  oil  permanent  debts.  The  former 
would  revive  business,  and  increase  the  debts  of 
the  banks  less  than  it  would  increase  the  ability  of 
the  community  to  pay  them.” 

Those  who  have  been  taught  to  believe  that  Mr. 
Calhoun  had  joined  the  administration,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  “breaking  down  the  prosperity  of  the 
northern  cities,”  will  scarce  credit  their  own  senses 
when  they  are  told  that  the  above  is  an  extract  from 
his  speech,  which  has  been  so  much  denounced, — 
that  such  are  his  opinions  in  relation  to  the  banks, 
and  such  the  warfare  which  he  has  waged  against 
them!  But  strange  as  they  may  believe  the  delu- 
sion to  be,  under  which  party  prejudice  and  jea- 
lousy have  placed  them,  in  relation  to  the  position 
which  he  occupies  towards  the  banks,  it  is  no  less 
strange  than  the  infatuation  which  beclouds  their 
senses  in  relation  to  the  sub-treasury.  This  I will 
prove  hereafter. 

Professor  Dew.  Extract  from  the  letter  of 
professor  Dew,  of  William  and  Mary  college,  Vir- 
ginia. 

“In  addition  to  the  arguments  which  I have  men- 
tioned, it  may  be  affirmed  that  this  scheme  must 
necessarily  lead  to  government  banking.  Regard- 
ing this  fact  as  among  what,  perhaps,  may  proper- 
ly be  termed  the  potentialities  of  the  system,  I con- 
sider it  among  the  most  formidable  objections  to  it. 
For  example:  Suppose  the  sub-treasury  in  full  ope- 
ration, and  you  have  your  deposites  of  silver  at 
several  different  points.  A goes  to  the  disbursing 
officers  for  payment  of  his  salary.  If  he  gets  a 
draft  on  New  York,  in  consequence  of  the  exchanges 
it  may  be  worth  five  per  cent,  premium;  if  on  New 
Orleans,  it  may  be  at  discount  of  five  per  centum. 
Now,  that  officers  of  the  government  who  deter- 
mines tliis  matter  must  necessarily  have  great  pow- 
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er  over  those  who  are  to  he  paid.  Here  is  a great 
source  opened  of  patronage  and  corruption.  Again: 
when  these  drafts  are  given,  if  upon  a convenient 
point,  they  would  be  greatly  preferred  by  the  holders 
to  specie.  They  would  not  consequently  be  present- 
ed; if  not  presented,  they  soon  till  the  channels  of  cir- 
culation, and  become  to  all  intents  and  purposes  bank 
paper.  If  you  suppose  this  state  of  things  to  last,  the 
sub-treasury  would  realize  the  fable  of  the  lion’s  den; 
the  specie  might  flow  in,  but  would  never  flow  on; 
and  such  an  operation,  of  course,  would  bre;  k every 
bank  in  this  country.  But  we  are  here  met  by  the 
provision  that  would  be  enacted,  that  these  drafts 
should  be  presented  within  a certain  time,  or  not 
honored.  Now,  to  this  we  say,  that  the  power  that 
made  might  easily  be  tempted  to  unmake;  and  so 
great  would  be  the  convenience  and  profit  of  these 
drafts,  compared  with  specie,  that  the  government 
might,  in  a very  few  years,  be  tempted  to  give  the 
holder  a discretion  in  the  matter.  The  people  them- 
selves would  demand  it.  You  would  then  have  the 
sub-treasury  a banking  institution,  conducted  on 
principles  similar  to  those  upon  which  the  celebrat- 
ed Bank  of  Amsterdam  did  business.  As  in  the 
case  of  that  bank,  it  might  soon  be  discovered  that 
there  would  be  no  likelihood  of  all  the  silver  being 
called  for  at  once;  and,  consequently,  that  a large 
portion  might  be  loaned  out,  or  made  way  with,  by 
the  conductors  of  the  institution. 

“But  again:  Supposing  your  whole  banking  sys- 
tem should  ever  be  endangered — (and  recollect  it  is 
here,  as  in  mechanics — the  weakest  link  in  the 
chain  is  the  measure  of  the  strength  of  the  whole  sys- 
tem)— the  banking  system  being  endangered,  credit 
and  confidence  of  course  would  tail,  a great  contrac- 
tion would  take  place  in  the  circulating  medium, 
bankruptcy  and  distress  would  cover  the  land — can 
you  doubt  for  one  moment,  to  what  quarter  the  eyes 
of  all  would  be  turned  for  relief  in  such  a period  of 
calamity?  Mostassuredly  toyoursub-treasury.  Just 
at  such  a period  its  strong  boxes  might  be  glutted 
with  the  precious  metals.  It  will  then  have  the 
life-blood,  the  very  soul  of  the  banking  system. 
All  that  would  be  wanting  would  be  to  endue  it  with 
the  forms  and  privileges  of  the  system.  And  does 
any  one  doubt  that  a people,  ground  into  the  very 
dust  by  a momentary  pressure,  would  hesitate  for  a 
moment  to  confer  3uch  privileges  when  immediate 
reliet  might  be  the  consequence?  You  might  as 
soon  expect  the  ship  wrecked  mariner  to  hesitate  in 
seizing  the  plank  that  fortune  had  thrown  in  his 
W’ay,  as  to  suppose  that  the  representatives  of  a 
distressed  and  suffering  community  would  pause  to 
calculate  the  remote  consequences  of  a measure 
which  would  check  for  the  present  the  over- 
whelming tide  of  national  calamity.  The  experi- 
ence of  modern  times  has  shown  but  too  conclu- 
sively, that,  in  the  agony  of  commercial  convulsions, 
patriotism  and  virtue  will  be  sacrificed  on  the  shrine 
of  present  interests. 

“So  far  I have  been  considering  what  the  people 
themselves  would  be  willing  to  do — what  change 
they  would  be  likely  to  call  for  in  this  sub-treasury 
system.  I have  been  supposing  the  executive  all 
this  time  entirely  passive.  But  can  we  anticipate 
such  contentedness,  such  inertia ? Those  who  do, 
have  more  confidence  in  the  integrity  and  rectitude 
of  human  nature  under  strong  temptation  than  I 
have.  No!  You  may  rest  aasured  that  sooner  or 
later  some  popular  executive  would  breathe  the 
breath  of  life  into  the  system.  You  talk  of  this 
and  that  device  to  restrain  the  executive — of  this 
and  that  porvision  to  make  your  sub-treasury  work 
according  to  your  anticipations!  Vain  delusion! 
Your  are  but  binding  the  sleeping  Sampson  with 
sii/cen  threads!  Your  executive  will  watch  for  his 
times  and  seasons  of  encroachment.  He  will  build 
up  and  arm  in  his  own  defence  this  mighty  ally, 
and  wo  be  to  that  country  that  shall  ever  witness 
the  consummation  of  such  a monstrous  alliance! 

“Mr.  Calhoun  relies  upon  what  he  terms  the  an- 
tagonistical  position  of  the  state  banks  to  the  fede- 
ral government,  as  soon  as  the  latter  should  be  di- 
vorced from  the  former.  But  what,  let  me  ask, 
can  be  the  value  of  such  antagonism,  when  you 
have  drained  them  of  their  life-blood?  Enfeebled 
and  exhausted,  their  struggle  will  be  for  mere  exist- 
ence. They  will  become  the  crouching  slaves  of 
the  executive,  ready  to  do  his  bidding.  No,  sir. 
But  give  the  president  of  the  United  States  thesub- 
treasury,  hemmed  in  and  guarded  by  all  the  devices 
which  the  wisdom  of  man  can  devisp,  and  I will 
venture  the  prophesy  that  not  one  generation  will 
pass  away  before  all  the  trammels  w ill  be  removed, 
every  obstacle  be  overcome,  and  your  sub- treasury 
will  stand  confessed  to  the  world  a colossal  banking 
institution,  controlled  and  directed  by  theexecutive 
and  his  minions.  Rest  assured  that  the  rubieon  can 
never  stop  the  onward  march  of  an  ambitious  man 
when  an  empire  is  the  stake  for  which  he  is  strug- 
gling.” 


, TRADE  COMMERCE  AND  AGRICULTURE. 

J Imports  and  exports  qf  specie.  At  the  present  moment 
the  following  table  of  the  imports  and  exports  of  specie, 
will  prove  interesting.  It  has  been  compiled  from  pub- 
lic documents  published  by  congress,  by  the  editor  of 
Hazard’s  Register,  and  embraces  only  the  specie  which 
comes  under  the  notice  of  the  custom  house,  and  does 
not  probably  include  that  which  is  in  the  personal  pos- 
session of  emigrants  arriving  in  or  departing  from  the 
U.  States. 
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In  the  above  table,  the  amount  of  bullion  imported 
and  exported  is  omitted.  The  aggregate  for  18  years  is 
as  follows: 

Imported — gold  $4, 61 1,740 

“ silver  8,230,501 

Total 


Exported — gold 

$269  923 

' 

“ silver 

Total 

872,351 

$1,142,279 

COTTON  CROP  OF  THE 

UNITED  STATES  FOR  1838  9. 

Exported  from 

Bales. 

Last  year. 

New  Orleans, 

568  562 

711.531 

Mississippi, 

16  432 

19,675 

Alabama, 

251,742 

309,807 

Florida, 

75,177 

106,171 

Georgia, 

205,112 

304,210 

South  Carolina, 

210,171 

294,334 

North  Carolina, 

11,436 

21,439 

Virginia, 

22,200 

32.000 

At  other  ports, 

2,230 

Total  bales 

1,360,532 

1,801,497 

Exported 

1,070,004 

276,018 

Manufactured 

The  cotton  crop  of  the  United  States.  As  the  pe- 
riod is  rapidly  approaching  when  we  shall  be  able 
to  form  something  like  a definite  idea  as  to  the  ac- 
tual state  of  the  cotton  crop  of  the  United  States  lor 
1839,  as  compared  with  former  years,  the  present 
information  within  our  reach  upon  the  subject,  will, 
no  doubt,  be  looked  upon  with  interest.  The  crop 
of  the  year  ending  Sept.  30,  1838,  was  1,301,497 
bales.  The  total  crop  this  year  is  now  estimated  at 
1,365,69S  bales.  Decrease,  435,799. 

CONSUMPTION. 

Total  crop  of  the  United  States,  as  above 
stated  bales  1,365,698 

Add- 

Stock  on  hand  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  year  ( 1st  October 
1838). 

In  the  southern  ports  24,665 

In  the  northern  ports  15,736 

40,400 


Making  a supply  of 
Deduct  therefrom — 

The  export  to  foreign 

ports  1,072,404 

Less  Texas,  and  other 
foreign,  included,  4,625 


1,406,098 


1,067,779 


Stocks  on  hard  at  the 
close  of  the  year, 
(1st  October,  1839). 


In  the  southern  ports 

31,301 

In  the  northern  ports 

20,460 

51,761 

Burnt  and  lost  at  N.  0. 

2,049 

Do.  Mobile 

1,195 

Do  Darien 

316 

3,560 

— 1,123,100 


Quantity  consumed  by  and  in  hands  of 


manufacturers 

1838—9 

282,993 

Do.' 

do. 

do. 

1837—8 

246,063 

Do. 

do. 

do. 

1836—7 

222.540 

Do. 

do. 

do. 

1835—6 

236,733 

Do. 

do. 

do. 

1834—5 

216.8S8 

Do. 

do. 

do. 

1833—4 

196,413 

Do. 

do. 

do. 

1832—3 

194,412 

Do. 

do. 

do. 

1831—2 

173,800 

Do. 

do. 

do. 

1830—1 

182,142 

Do. 

do. 

do. 

1829-30 

126,512 

It  will  be  observed,  by  the  above  statement,  that 
there  is  a decrease  in  the  crop  compared  with  the 
preceding  year  of  435,799  bales;  but  if  we  deduct 
150,000  bales  included  in  that  year,  w hich  were  be- 
lieved lo  have  belonged  to  the  previous  year,  the  ac- 
tual difference  of  this  year  compared  with  the  last 
will  be  285,799  bales.  The  estimate  of  the  quanti- 
ty taken  for  consumption  does  not  include  any  cot- 
ton manufactured  in  the  states  south  and  west  of 
Virginia  nor  any  in  that  state,  except  in  the  vici- 
nity of  Petersburg,  Virginia. 

These  statistical  details  are  derived  from  the  pri- 
ces current  of  New  York  and  the  prices  current  of 
New  Orleans. 

We  subjoin,  also,  the  following  valuable  table  of 
the  exports  of  the  year  ending  the  30th  of  last  Sep- 
tember. 

Great  Britain  797,506  bales. 

France  240,446  “ 

North  of  Europe  21,517  “ 

Other  foreign  ports  12,935  “ 

Total  1,072,404  « 

Exports  for  the  year  ending  September  30,  1838: 

Great  Britain  1,165,155  bales. 

France  321,480  “ 

North  of  Europe  68,099  “ 

Other  foreign  ports  25,895  “ 

Total  1,575,629  « 

[Penn.  Inquirer. 

Butler.  The  consumption  of  this  article  of  food 
in  London,  is  stated  to  be  16,830  tons  or  37  millions 
of  pounds  per  annum — besides  4,000  tons  lor  the 
victualing  of  ships  & c. — making  a total  of  21,000 
tons  or  47  millions  pounds,  worth  at  lOd  per  lb. 
1,960,000/— 280,000  cows  are  required  to  supply 
the  London  market,  allowing  168  lbs.  per  annum 
as  the  average  produce  per  cow,  of  the  butter  dai- 
lies. The  Arabs  who  call  it  ghee,  drink  it  in  a 
liquid  state,  by  the  cupfull  at  breakfast  and  dinner. 
They  are  the  greatest  consumers  of  butter  in  the 
world. 

Eggs.  A large  number  of  the  eggs  consumed  in 
the  London  market,  are  brought  from  France,  Ger- 
many and  the  Netherlands.  French  eggs  cost  the 
English  people  about  Is.  3d.  per  dozen,  the  duly 
being  Id.  per  dozen.  The  importation  of  eggs  from 
all  parts  into  England,  was,  for  the  year  ending 
January  5,  1837,  69  millions,  yielding  a revenue  to 
the  government  of  24  thousand  pounds  sterling. — 
Ireland  is  also  a great  egg  market — the  value  for 
export  in  1832  was  computed  by  Mr.  Weld,  in  a 
statistical  work,  at  five  hundred  lbs.  a day,  paid  by 
England  to  Ireland.  But  France  is  the  great  egg- 
producer.  M.  Legrand,  a member  of  tile  French 
statistical  society,  made  the  following  statements 
on  the  production  and  consumption  ol  eggs  in  that 
country. 

In  1813.  (he  nuinberofeggs  exported  from  France 
were  1,754,140.  Between  1816  and  1822,  the  ex- 
ports rose  rapidly  from  8,733,000  to  55,7 17,500,  and 
in  1834,  the  number  increased  to  90,441,600.  In, 
1835,  the  exports  to  Elgland  were  76.190,120,  to 
Belgium  60,800,  to  the  United  States  49,696,  to 
Switzerland,  42,690,  to  Spain  34,800,  arid  to  other 
parts  of  the  world,  306,304.  The  value  of  the  ex- 
ports for  that  year  was  close  on  to  4,000,000 
francs.  The  consumption  of  Paris,  is  calculated  at 
101,154,400 — for  other  parts  of  France  double  this 
number,  and  for  the  whole  kingdom  7,231.160,000, 
which  added  to  the  exports,  and  those  preserved  lor 
reproduction  w ill  make  the  number  of  eggs  laid  in 
1835.  7,380,928,000. 

Wine.  The  consumption  of  wine  in  Paris,  is  es- 
timated at  about  20  millions  of  gallons  yearly. — 
The  Halle  aux  vins,  the  celebrated  depot  for  wine 
on  the  Seine,  generally  contains  a supply  tor  two- 
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thirds  of  the  year,  from  12  to  15  millions  of  gallons. 
The  consumption  ol  Great  Britain  is  also  immense, 
although  fitly  gallons  of  beer  are  consumed  to  one  of 
wine  by  the’islanders.  The  stock  of  wine  in  Lon- 
don docks  in  1836,  was  four  millions  fire  hundred 
thousand  gallons,  and  of  foreign  spirits  3,6()0,OuO, 
making  a total  of  wine  and  spirits  in  bond  in  Lon- 
don, upwards  of  3,000,000  gallons.  Besides  this, 
the  wine  in  bond  in  other  parts  of  England,  was 
6,500,000  gallons,  and  2,000,000  .gallons  in  the 
hands  of  dealers.  The  supply  in  England  of  wine 
in  spirits  was  therefore  22,000,000  gallons,  which 
added  to  stocks  in  private  cellars  would  make  the 
total  quantity  ready  to  be  consumed  30,000,000 
gallons.  This  quantity  was  equal  to  a three  years’ 
supply,  wine  being  consumed  at  the  rate  of  6,500,000 
gallons,  and  spirits  at  4,800,000  gallons  a year. 

[Penny  Magazine. 


INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENTS. 

From  a communication  over  the  signature  of  “L,” 
in  the  American  Sentinel. 

The  consequences  of  ike  internal  improvements. — 
For  the  object  of  creating  the  power  of  steam, 
the  demahd  for  capital  has  far  surpassed  its  accu- 
mulation, and  the  medium  of  circulation  has  in- 
creased to  an  extent  vastly  beyond  a due  proportion 
of  specie,  thus  occasioning  an  inadequate  propor- 
tion of  a basis  so  essential  for  a salutary  check 
against  disproportionate  or  too  expansive  issues  of 


paper. 

The  loans  for  internal  improvement  first  com- 
menced in  the  year  1820,  when  the  circula- 
tion on  the  1st  January- of  that  year  amount- 
ed to  $44,863,344  00 

If  to  this  sum  be  added  the 
amount  of  stocks  for  loans  is- 


sued for  the  purposes  of  inter- 
nal improvement  by  the  several 
states,  specified  below,  namely. 


.Massachusetts 

4,290,000 

00 

New  York 

17,114,374 

41 

Pennsylvania 

24,137,003 

00 

Maryland 

11,200,000 

00 

Virginia 

6,319  050 

00 

South  Carolina 

3,550,000 

00 

Alabama 

3,000,000 

00 

Louisiana 

500,000 

00 

Tennessee 

4 148.166 

66 

Kentucky 

5,369,000 

00 

Ohio 

6,101,001 

00 

Indiana 

10,500,000 

00 

Illinois 

8,500,000 

00 

Michigan 

5,120,000 

00 

$109,848,594  07 


The  aggregate  amount  will  be  $154,711,933  07 
only  $5,526,043  more  than  the  amount  of  circula- 
tion on  the  1st  of  January  1837,  which,  according 
to  the  letter  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  8th  of 
January,  1338,  was  $149,185,S90;  demonstrating 
somewhat  conclusively  that  the  debts  contracted  by 
the  states  for  internal  improvement,  constitute  the 
radical  cause  of  the  disproportionate  circulation  of 
paner  currency.  The  same  authority  shows  that 
the  specie  in  all  the  banks,  on  the  1st  of  January, 
1320,  amounted  to  $19,820,240;  and  on  the  1st  of 
January,  1837,  to  $37,915,340.  At  the  former  pe- 
riod, the  excess  of  circulation  was  only  $25,043,104, 
whilst  at  the  latter,  itwas  $111,270,550.  And  large 
as  this  excess  is,  it  exceeds  the  amount  of  the  loans 
but  $1,421,956. 

The  total  amount  of  specie  in  the  United  States, 
on  the  1st  of  December,  1836,  as  given  in  the  re- 
port of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  dated  6th  of 
the  same  month,  was  $73,000,000;  and  in  1819,  as 
reported  by  secretary  Crawford,  it  was  $37,000,000; 
so  that  the  specie  in’ the  country  was  scarcely  dou- 
bled during  those  17  years,  whilst  the  circulating 
paper  medium  was  increased  more  than  three  and 
a quarter  fold. 

To  the  diversion  of  capital,  not  only  here,  but  in 
Europe,  into  the  comparatively  new  object  of  ac- 
celerating transition  by  land  and  water  may  be 
fairly  imputed  the  existing  disordered  and  feverish 
state  of  monetary  affairs,  as  well  here,  as  in  that 
country.  According  to  F.  A.  Chevalier  de  Gerst- 
ner,  an  intelligent  Austrian  engineer,  who  arrived 
in  this  country  in  November,  last  year,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  gaining  information  relative  to  rail  roads 
under  date  oi  25th  June  last,  there  were  then  over 
3,000  miles  of  rail  roads  completed  and  in  operation 
in  the  United  Slates;  425  locomotives,  of  which  the 
greatest  number  wa3  made  in  this  country . run  on 
the  several  roads;  and  that  by  the  end  of  1339  the 
length  of  rail  roads  may  amount  to  4,100  miles, 
winch,  at  what  he  calls  the  average  cost  of  20,000 
per  mile,  will  amount  to  upwards  of  80  millions  of 
dollars;  and*the  rail  roads  in  Europe  may  at 
least  he  estimated  at  the  same,  together  making 
$160,000,000.  In  addition  to  this,  the  enormous 


amount  invested  in  steam  ships,  and  the  cost  of  ca- 
nals and  making  rivers  navigable,  have  not  been 
taken  into  account,  though  they  must  be  very  con- 
siderable— therefore,  under  these  considerations  a 
scarcity  of  money  for  the  ordinary  purposes  of 
commerce  is  not  to  be  wondered  at;  indeed  it  would 
base  been  a wonder  if  such  a diversion  of  capital 
had  taken  place  without  producing  it.  With,  how- 
ever, the  continuance  of  peace,  and  of  the  favors 
imparted  by  a beneficent  Providence,  commerce 
will  soon  find  capital  accumulating,  and  ready,  at 
a moderate  interest,  to  supply  its  reasonable  wants. 

Some  of  the  New  York  journals  develope  a jea- 
lousy entertained  there,  towards  Pennsylvania  and 
it's  institutions,  which  ought  not  to  be  cherished. — 
Honorable  rivalry  may  be  laudable,  but  a rancorous 
spirit  ought  to  be  eschewed. 

The  capitalists  of  Europe,  acquainted  with  the 
works  of  internal  improvement  in  Pennsylvania, 
and  knowing  how  to  appreciate  their  value,  would 
rejoice  in  having  the  opportunity  of  purchasing 
them  at  any  thing  like  their  cost.  The  works  of 
internal  improvement  have  not  fairly  got  into  ope- 
ration, though  they  are  in  a very  promising  way  of 
shortly  producing  a satisfactory  income,  besides 
paving  (lie  interest  of  their  cost.  But  they  are  on 
a magnificent  scale,  and  she  may  have  to  resort  to 
loans  for  a brief  period,  for  the  discharge  of  her 
necessary  expenditure.  The  cross-cut  canal  will 
be  completed  in  the  spring,  by  which  she  will  be 
enabled,  by  her  works,  to  reach  Ohio,  and  divert 
into  her  channels  a considerable  portion  of  the  com- 
merce which  has  been  wont  to  be  engrossed  by 
New  York. 

The  mingling  of  specie  in  payment  by  banks  au- 
thorised to  issue  notes  of  the  value  of  one,  two  and 
three  dollars,  does  not  demonstrate  their  condition 
to  be  better  than  those  that,  lor  want  of  legal  au- 
thority to  circulate  such  a medium,  are  obliged  to 
pay  the  fractions  under  five  dollars  in  specie. — 
Banks  would  indeed  be  in  a poor  situation,  it  they 
had  no  other  evidence  of  property  than  specie. — 
Commercial  notes  are  the  most  legitimate;  though 
it  may  be  prudent  occasionally  for  them  to  hold 
bonds  and  mortgages;  and,  even  in  some  cases, 
other  securities,  not  of  a very  popular  description; 
but,  if  they  be  good,  and  of  a tangible  nature,  it  is 
all  sufficient.  L. 

INVENTIONS,  IMPROVEMENTS,  THE 
ARTS  AND  LITERATURE. 

Advantages  of  iron  compared  with,  ivood  steamers. 

1.  The  first  cost  of  an  iron  vessel  is  from  15  to 
20  per  cent,  less  than  a wood  vessel. 

2.  Ttie  capacity  of  an  iron  vessel  is  much  great- 
er than  a wood  vessel  of  same  dimensions,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  less  space  occupied  by  the  mate- 
rial; an  iron  vessel  of  430  tons  would  present  about 
the  same  internal  surface  as  a vessel  of  500  tons 
built  of  wood. 

3.  The  weight  of  an  iron  vessel  is  not  more  than 
two-thirds  of  that  of  a wood  vessel  of  correspond- 
ing tonnage;  hence  the  displacement  of  (he  iron 
vessel  is  much  less;  therefore  the  diminished  power 
of  her  engines  and  comparative  quantity  of  fuel 
required  makes  the  combined  displacement  very 
much  in  favor  of  the  iron  steamer. 

4.  An  iron  steamer  is  of  much  greater  dura- 
bility without  the  repairs  necessary  by  the  com- 
mon wear  and  tear  of  wood  steamers.  It  was  stat- 
ed befoie  the  house  of  commons  that  an  iron  ves- 
sel had  been  worked,  for  36  years,  and  that  an  iron 
steamer  had  been  constantly  employed  for  16  years, 
and  at  the  expiration  of  that  time,  her  bottom  was 
examined  and  found  free  from  oxidation,  the  outer 
scales  and  rust  had  disappeared,  leaving  the  bottom 
perfectly  smooth  and  clean.  Now  a wood  vessel 
during  that  time  would  have  required  her  copper  to 
have  been  four  times  renewed,  as  often  recalked, 
paid  and  painted,  besides  frequent  and  small  re- 
pairs in  replacing  defective  wood,  and  at  the  expi- 
ration of  that  time  either  condemned  or  thoroughly 
repaired,  and  if  we  add  the  value  of  the  time  re- 
quired to  effect  such  repairs,  the  economy  of  using 
iron  steamers  will  be  found  enormous. 

5.  Perfect  safety  from  fire  is  another  of  the  great 
advantages  to  be  realized  by  adopting  iron  steamers. 
The  returns  of  steam  vessels  lost  in  one  way  or 
another,  demonstrate  that  a great  proportion  of  these 
losses  have  arisen  from  fire.  It  naturally  follows 
that  the  premium  of  insurance  would  be  much  less 
for  iron  vessels  than  wood.  The  present  custom  is 
the  use  wood  beams  and  deck,  but  were  it  neces- 
.sary  for  still  further  security,  iron  might  be  substi- 
tuted with  equal  ease  for  both. 

6.  The  danger  of  the  vessels  sinking  by  spring- 
ing a leak,  if  not  entirely  obviated,  is  very  much 
lessened.  The  facility  of  dividing  an  iron  vessel’s 
hold  into  depaitments  by  iron  bulk-heads,  which 
can  be  made  as  tight  and  as  strong  as  a boiler,  is 
very  obvious,  therefore  if  a leak  takes  place  in  any 


one  division,  that  division  may  be  filled  as  high  as 
the  outer  surface  of  the  water,  and  the  vessel  stiil 
comparatively  secure.  Moreover,  a leak  at  sea  on 
board  an  iron  vessel  may  be  much  more  easily  dis- 
covered than  it  could  possibly  be  on  board  wood 
vessels,  as  it  would  not  be  hidden  by  a mass  of 
timber.  Another  advantage  would  be  perfect  free- 
dom from  tile  smell  of  the  engines  room,  which 
could  not  reach  the  cabins,  and  entire  absence  of 
bilge  water,  so  offensive  on  board  ail  wood  vessels. 
The  plan  of  dividing  t he  hold  of  wood  vessels  by 
means  of  partitions,  will  doubtless  answer  some 
good  purpose,  but  where  so  intense  a heat  exists 
as  in  the  interior  of  a steamer,  the  wood  must  and 
will  draw,  tliis,  added  to  the  working  of  a wood 
vessel,  would  render  if  absolutely  impossible  to 
make  the  bulk-heads  tight. 

7.  The  danger  from  lightning  is  very  much  di- 
minished as  the  whole  body  of  the  vessel  is  a con- 
ductor of  electricity.  Lander’s  voyage  to  Africa 
in  an  iron  steamer  corroborates  this  fact,  and  I find 
the  opinions  of  the  most  scientific  men  concur  on 
this  subject.  The  captain  of  a steam  vessel  who 
commanded  a steamer  on  the  Mississippi  more 
than  twenty  years,  told  me  that  he  never  knew  a 
steamer  to  be  struck  with  lightning  when  her  en- 
gine was  at  work. 

8.  In  tropical  climates  there  is  a great  advantage 
-in  iron  steamers,  as  the  internal  temperature  of  the 
hold  would  be  very  much  cooled  by  (he  surround- 
ing water,  which  would  greatly  add  to  the  health 
and  comfort  of  those  on  board.  This  result  was 
also  experienced  on  board  the  iron  steamer  already 
referred  to  which  went  to  Africa;  anolher  advan- 
tage which  will  be  fully  appreciated  by  those  ac- 
customed to  voyage  in  tropical  climates  is  the  en- 
tire freedom  from  insects  and  other  animals  which 
overrun  wood  vessels,  forming  in  frequent  instances 
a perfect  barrier  to  all  comfort. 

9.  Iron  steamers  are  less  exposed  to  accidents 
than  wood  steamers,  if  the  latter  for  instance  touches 
the  ground  but  slightly  and  only  to  rub  her  copper, 
which  is  often  the  case,  it  is  absolutely  indispensa- 
ble, in  tropical  climates,  to  have  it  immediately  re- 
placed, or  otherwise  a few  weeks  will  be  sufficient 
ior  the  worms  to  destroy  that  part  of  tile  bottom  so 
exposed.  The  expense  attendant  even  on  such 
slight  repairs,  particularly  in  the  absence  of  docks, 
would  be  immense.  In  an  iron  vessel,  under  the 
same  circumstances,  no  difficulty  would  arise. — 
Again,  an  iron  vessel  in  striking  a rock,  would  very 
likely  suffer  an  indentation  in  her  bottom,  but  it 
would  not  pass  through  the  iron,  when  a wood 
plank,  under  similar  circumstances  would,  in  all 
probability,  be  broken  and  rent.  An  iron  vessel 
has  been  thrown  on  a ledge  of  rocks,  and  after 
beating  on  it  forsome  time,  was  saved,  it  was  found 
that  the  bottom  was  greatly  bruised  and  indented, 
but  still  perfectly  tight,  and  it  was  admitted  by  the 
spectators  that  a common  would  vessel,  under  simi- 
lar circumstances,  would  certainly  have  bilged  and 
gone  to  pieces.  The  iron  bottom  presents  a per- 
fectly smooth  surface,  the  heads  of  the  rivets  form- 
ing a plane  with  the  plates. 

10.  It  is,  I believe,  an  understood  principle,  that 
superior  buoyancy  makes  a superior  sea  boat,  and 
its  application  is  strong  proof  in  favor  of  iron  ves- 
sels for  steam  purposes.  We  have  the  united  tes- 
timony of  many  persons  who  have  witnessed  the 
operation  of  iron  steamers  in  heavy  weather,  as  to 
their  great  safety  and  security.  It  has  been  urged 
by  some  that  this  very  buoyancy  rendered  them  un- 
fit for  high  sea  use.  This  argument  naturally  car- 
ries one  back  to  about  twenty-five  years  since, 
when  it  was  considered  indispensable,  that  a vessel 
of  300  tons  should  draw  seventeen  or  eighteen  feet 
of  water,  to  enable  her  to  hold  a good  wind  and 
make  her  safe  in  a sea  way.  At  present  the  Ame- 
rican packet  ships  of  700  to  800  tons  seldom  draw, 
when  in  their  best  trim,  more  than  thirteen  feet  of 
water. 

11.  It  has  been  urged  against  iron  steamers  that 
they  are  subject  to  extensive  vibration  by  the  action 
of  the  machinery.  I was  recently  on  board  the  Rain- 
bow, (an  iron  steamer  of  198  feet  length,  25  feet 
beam,  and  nearly  of  600  tons),  on  an  experimental 
trip  from  Blackball  to  Gravesend  and  back.  We 
had  the  full  benefit  of  the  tide  down,  and  accom- 
plished the  distance  in  71£  minutes,  and  allowing 
lor  a tide  of  3j  miles  per  hour,  we  made  15£  miles 
per  hour  through  the  water,  working  at  a pressure 
ol  less  than  four  pounds,  with  two  90  horse  engines. 
The  very  slight  vibration  was  a subject  of  general 
remark. 

12.  Another  argument  against  iron  steamers  is 
tile  difficulty  of  making  them  stiff.  It  seems  very 
absurd,  to  say  that  an  iron  form  cannot  be  rendered 
equally  stiff  and  firm  as  one  of  wood.  An  iron 
steamer  is  less  likely'  to  bend  or  hog  than  a wood 
steamer.  The  pressure  is  on  the  edge  downwards, 
and  it  would  be  scarcely  possible  to  produce  such 
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an  effect,  unless  the  iron  he  broken,  for  the  rivitted 
part  may  be  considered  equally  strong,  or  even 
stronger  than  the  plate. 

13.  The  construction  of  iron  vessels  can  only  be 
rendered  perfect  by  practice,  time  and  experience. 
The  drafts  or  models  which  I have  seen,  admit  of 
many  improvements,  but  as  to  their  eventual  gene- 
ral adoption  I have  no  question.  To  many  it  ap- 
pears such  an  innovation  upon  custom  so  long  es"- 
tablished  that  it  is  condemned  without  cause  or 
reason.  I am  perfectly  persuaded  that  iron  steam 
vessels  can  be  navigated  for  one  half  the  expense 
incurred  at  present  in  wood  vessels.  The  opinions 
of  the  most  practicable  and  scientific  men  in  the 
kingdom  are  universally  in  favor  of  iron  as  a sub- 
stitute for  wood  in  the  building  of  steamers,  both 
on  account  of  its  greater  security,  durability  and  ex- 
traordinary economy. 

Since  the  foregoing  was  written,  I have  received 
a report  from  the  Seine,  respecting  the  iron  steamer 
Aaron  Mont — that  she  was  in  capital  condition, 
very  fast,  and  performed  hervoyagps  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  proprietors;  she  was  built  in  the  year 
1817,  has  run  21  years  and  no  signs  ofcorosion. 

London,  IS  Ik  October,  1S39. 

[Boston  Daily  Adv.  and  Post. 

Another  new  steamboat.  A fine  small  steamboat 
of  50  horse  power,  with  two  prime  engines,  draw- 
ing less  than  two  feet,  has  been  introduced  to  our 
waters  by  our  old  and  enterprising  fellow  citizen, 
Mr.  John  Guilmartin.  She  is  designed  to  ascend 
the  Savannah,  and  ply  on  the  adjoining  rivers,  to 
rice  plantations  and  the  Sea  Islands,  touching  at 
the  various  bluffs  and  landing  places,  lor  any  freight 
that  may  offer — and  as  she  is  accompanied  by  two 
large  freight  boats,  her  capabilities  for  accommodat- 
ing customers  will  not  be  confined.  Savannah  will 
be  the  depot  of  all  the  ricties  she  will  bear  with  her; 
and  when  “old  winter”  sets  in  with  his  frosty  nose 
— albiet,  we,  in  our  genial  southern  clime,  care  little 
for  the  “old  hunk” — it  will  be  typical  of  a cheerful 
Christmas  fireside,  to  see  the  aforesaid  freight  boats 
laden  with  tough  oak,  and  pugnacious  “old  hicko- 
ry.” But,  to  our  subject,  the  name  of  the  stranger 
is  “The  Despatch,”  and  she  made  her  first  trip  to 
Purysburg  last  Saturday,  and  brought  down  a cargo 
of  cotton  and  wood — abundantly  testifying  her  abi- 
lities. 

We  conclude  our  notice  in  a word.  “The  Des- 
patch” is  well  calculated  for  lightering;  and  more 
especially  for  towing  vessels  to  sea,' requiring  no 
greater  power  than  she  possesses.  We  udsh  her 
success.  [Savannah  Georgian. 

The  British  American  ship  United  Kingdom.  We 
yesterday  visited  a new  and  splendid  ship  of  large 
tonnage,  just  arrived  from  Quebec,  and  now  lying  in 
the  middle  of  the  river  opposite  to  Birkenhead.  The 
size  and  appearance  of  this  vessel  have  excited  much 
interest  and  curiosity  amongst  those  who  interest 
"themselves  in  the  progress  of  naval  architecture. 
The  United  Kingdom  was  built  at  Quebec,  for,  and 
under  the  superintendence  of  John  Munn,  esq.  a 
gentleman  of  much  tase  and  talent  in  the  art  of  ship 
building,  and  ofgreat  enterprize  in  transatlantic  navi- 
gation— the  present  being,  the  third  ship  of  extraor- 
dinary dimenlions  which  he  has  put  afloat  within  the 
present  year.  The  vessel  under  notice  arrived  at  this 
portion  Tuesday  last,  and  is  so  constructed,  that  the 
power  of  steam  may  be  combined  with  that  of  sails  for 
her  propulsion.  She  has  already  proved  herself  an  ad- 
mirable sailor,  having  accomplished  the  passage  in 
twenty-eight  days,  notwithstanding  the  loss  of  her 
foretopmast  in  a squall,  and  the  rigging  of  another 
being,  owing  to  the  sea-way  and  the  weight  of  the 
spar,  a labor  of  several  days.  The  length  of  the 
United  Kingdom  is,  from  stem  to  stern  tall  rail,  two 
hundred  and  fourteen  feet.  Her  beam  is  thirty-six 
feet.  She  admeasures  twelve  hundred  and  sixty- 
eight  tons;  but,  though  a fine  bottom,  being  rather 
deeply  laden  with  timber,  (and  a deck  load  of  deals 
on  edge),  she  has,  we  are  informed,  brought  home 
about  two  thousand  tons  of  timber.  Her  bottom  is  of 
American  oak  and  elm;  her  timbers  and  upper 
works  of  choice  materials,  and  the  workmanship 
throughout  of  the  greatest  fidelity.  She  has  a flush 
deck,  (with  a small  top-gallant  forecastle,)  and  seen 
from  either  extremity,  prevents  a longitudinal  area, 
resembling  a spacious  street.  Her  bulwarks  are 
neatly  empannelled  with  raised  mouldings,  and  siie 
is  pierced  for  fifteen  guns  on  each  side.  Being 
painted  below  these  parts  with  a broad  white  streak, 
and  imitation  ports,  she  has  the  appearance  of  a fri- 
gate. Her  masts  do  not  at  a distance  appear  to  be 
taunt,  but  are  nevertheless  tremendous  sticks,  and  her 
yards  are  unusually  square.  Her  foremast  and  main- 
mast are  each  7 feet  9 inches  in  girth,  her  main  yard 
19  inches  in  the  slings,  and  her  topgallant  yards  45 
feet  in  length.  She  can  spread  when  alt  is  set, 
about  9,900  yards  of  canvass.  She  is  fitted  wilh 
spencers  of  a large  size.  Her  draft  of  water,  uow 


that  she  is  rather  deeply  laden,  is  19  feet  (i  inches 
abaft,  and  a little  short  of  19  feet  forward — making, 
were  she  on  an  even  keel,  about  19  feet. — Was  she 
afoot  or  two  lighter,  stie  would  look  much  more 
bulky,  and  sail,  doubtless,  much  faster.  The  United 
Kingdom  is  commanded  by  captain  Alexander 
McCale,  and  her  crew  including  those  in  command, 
on  this  her  voyage  consisted  of  38  individuals.  Her 
cabins  remain  to  be  finished  in  this  country,  under 
the  inspection  of  Duncan  Gibb,  esq.  to  whom  the 
vessel  is  consigned.  We  have  been  informed,  that 
should  she  not  be  purchased,  she  will  be  fitted  up 
with  powerful  engines  by  her  present  proprietor; 
but  of  this  we  are  not  authentically  informed.  She 
appears  to  be  well  adapted  either  for  a sailing  ves- 
sel,  or  for  (as  before  stated)  a combination  of  the 
propulsive  power  of  sails  and  steam.  The  United 
Kingdom  has  brought  home  some  of  the  largest 
American  timber  that  was  ever  imported.  She  has 
pine  timber  on  board  from  29  to  30  inches  in  the 
square,  and  oak  of  28  inches  [Liverpool  Standard. 

Large  gasometer.  On  Wednesday  last,  a new 
gasometer  was  finished  and  lowered  into  its  pit  at 
the  gas  works.  It  is  one  of  the  largest,  if  not  alto- 
gether, the  largest  in  Scotland.  Its  diameter  is  60 
feet,  its  depth  20,  and  it  will  contain  about  56,500 
feet  of  gas.  It  is  supported  by  eight  steadying  pil- 
lars, which  guide  rods  from  top  to  bottom;  it  is  on 
the  principle  that  requires  no  back  weight.  The 
weight  of  itself  is  about  17  tons.  The  quantity  of 
gas  for  which  (tie  company  had  stowage  before  in 
all  their  gasometers  was  about  120,000  feet,  so  that 
this  immense  vessel  has  added  nearly  a half  to  their 
stowage.  Another  pit  adjoining,  admitting  a gaso- 
meter of  equal  size,  has  been  formed  to  meet  further 
extension,  anil  to  present  appearances  it  will  in  a 
year  or  two  be  required.  The  echoing  sound  pro- 
duced in  the  gasometer  by  conversation  is  remarka- 
ble; a tune  played  in  it  on  a flute  was  quite  aston- 
tonishing,  while  a plank  thrown  on  it  sounds  in  the 
ears  of  a person  within  like  a long  and  loudly  rever- 
berating peal  of  thunder.  It  is  large  enough  to  ad- 
mit three  hundred  men  to  dine  under  its  ample  ca- 
nopy; and  we  believe  a pretty  large  section  of  that 
number  intended  to  partake  of  a cold  collation  un- 
der it  on  the  platform  before  it  was  lowered,  but 
the  makers  were  not  aware  of  such  intention,  and 
lowered  it  when  ready.  Had  such  a vessel  been  on 
the  grounds  of  Eglinton  at  the  tournament  to  shel 
ter  spectators  and  supply  them,  the  owner  of  it 
would  have  made  a little  fortune.  [Paisley  Adv. 

' Water  proof  cloth.  The  water  proof  cloth  of  va- 
rious quality  and  texture,  manufactured  by  the  Lo- 
well water  proof  company,  is  exciting  much  atten- 
tion— and  will,  we  doubt  not,  prove  a valuable  in- 
vention. If  a piece  of  it  is-extended  over  a glass 
vessel;  and  hot  water  poured  upon  it — the  storm  will 
pass,  and  be  condensed  on  the  vessel — but  not  a drop 
of  water  will  pass  through  the  cloth — showing  that 
it  is  porous,  but  water  tight — arid  will  admit  the 
passage  of  air  or^steam.  If  a piece  is  placed  beneath 
a trickling  rill  ot  water  from  a water-cock  all  night, 
the  under  side  of  the  cloth  will  be  found  free  from 
dampness.  From  this  it  would  seem  that  cartridges 
prepared  of  this  cloth,  might  be  submerged  a long 
time  in  water,  and  then  fired — and  thus  a magazine 
could  be  drowned  in  case  of  fire  on  ship  board,  with- 
out injuring  the  powder!  With  a pea-jacket  of  this 
prepared  cloth,  no  sailor  need  “turn  in  wet, and  turn 
out  smoking,”  as  has  often  been  the  lot  of  poor  Pil - 
garlick,  in  days  gone  by. 

Neither  wili  moths  trouble  it, — and  as  they  are 
wont  to  do  with  other  kinds  of  cloths,  puncture  holes 
in  it  in  summer,  to  let  in  water  in  winter.  As  an 
article  for  the  manufacture  of  caps  it  must  prove  of 
great  value — and  we  may  now  hope  to  see  the  awk- 
ward lookingand  inconvenient  fur  hat — which  is  not 
a fit  covering  for  the  head  either  in  summer  or  win- 
ter, laid  upon  the  shelf. 

Such  are  a few  of  the  advantages  which  the  com- 
munity will  derive  from  this  invention — and  the  wa- 
ter proof  cloth  can  be  furnished  at  a price  but  a little 
exceeding  the  price  of  cloth  of  similar  texture,  and 
of  the  ordinary  character.  Many  other  important 
advantages  will  at  once  occur  to  the  mind  of  the 
reader.  [Boston  Journal. 

Cloth  without  spinning  or  weaving.  An  American 
has  patented  in  England,  and  in  several  other  coun- 
tries of  Europe,  an  invention  for  making  broad  or 
narrow  woollen  cloths,  without  spinning  or  weav- 
ing. The  Leeds  Mercury  says: 

After  an  inspection  of  patterns  of  the  cloth,  we 
should  say  there  is  every  probability  of  this  fabric 
superseding  the  usual  mode  of  making  cloth  by- 
spinning  and  weaving.  The  abridgement  of  labor 
will  be  very  great.  One  set  of  machinery,  it  is  said, 
not  costing  more  than  £600,  will  be  capable  of  pro- 
ducing 600  yards  of  woollen  cloth, 30  inches  in  width, 
pei  day  of  12  hours.  The  machinery  would  be  in 
a week  or  two  ready  for  making  a trial  at  Leeds, 


under  the  superintendence  of  the  inventor,  by  a 
cloth  merchant  who  has  an  exclusive  license. 

A conditional  sale  has  also  been  made  lor  the  pa- 
tent right  for  the  kingdom  of  Belgium,  for  the  sum 
of  £20,000. 

Electro  magnetisms.  While  Dr.  Jacobi  writes  to 
Dr.  Faraday  that  within  the  next  twelve  months  he 
hopes  to  have  equipped  an  electro  magnetic  vessel 
of  h orn  40  to  50  horse  power,  it  ha,s  been  announced 
that  Mr.  Brunei  (engineer  of  the  Thames  tunnel) 
has  discovered  a mode  of  obtaining  railway  speed 
equal  to  two  hundred  miles  an  hour! 

The  Indian  juggler’s  secret.  Lieutenant  Hutton 
states,  that  the  snakes  which  the  Indian  jugglers 
handle  with  impunity,  are  drugged  with  opium, 
which  renders  them  quiet  and  harmless.  The  et- 
fects  of  the  drug  will  not  wear  off  lor  a for  a fort- 
night or  three  weeks:  a drugged  snake  which  limit. 
Hutton  purchased,  at  the  lapse  of  three  weeks,  flew 
at  him  unexpectedly,  and  nearly  strangled  him. 

Respiration  of  plants.  M.  Colin  has  lately  read 
before  the  French  Academy  of  Sciences,  a memoir 
on  the  respiration  of  plants,  with  experiments, 
proving  that  during  the  process  water  is  decomposed, 
and  that  the  carbonic  acid  formed  is  derived  from  the 
oxygen  of  the  water,  which  unites  with  the  carbon 
of  the  grain.  It  is  proposed  to  examine,  on  a future 
occasion,  whether  the  carbonic  acid  thus  formed,  is 
totally  or  partially  disengaged,  arid  whether  the  hy- 
drogen of  the  water  is  absorbed  by  the  grain. 

Transformation  of  oats  into  rye.  Dr.  Weilsenborn 
represents  a statement  of  this  phenomenon  to  have 
been  corroborated  in  (he  last  annual  report  of  the 
Agricultural  society  of  Coburg,  which  asserts  this 
transformation  to  take  place  if  the  oats  be  sown  very 
late,  (about  midsummer-day),  and  cut  twice,  as. 
green  fodder,  before  shooting  into  flower-stalks, 
whereupon  a considerable  number  of  the  oat  plants 
do  not  die  in  the  course  of  the  winter,  but  are 
changed  in  the  following  spring  into  rye,  forming 
stalks  which  cannot  be  known  from  those  of  the 
finest  winter  rye.  “Let  any  one  sow  the  oats  dur- 
ing the  latter  half  of  June,  and  the  transformation 
in  question  will  certainly  take  place.” 

Chestnut  and  oak.  A gardener  at  Metz  has  grafted 
a chestnut  upon  an  oak,  and  the  expeiiinent  has  suc- 
ceeded. The  advantages  attending  it  in  the  cuhure 
of  the  chestnut  are  very  great,  from  the  delicacy  of 
its  roots,  which,  by  this  inelhod,  may  now  find  a 
substitute  in  those  of  the  more  robust  tree  of  the. 
northern  soil. 

Maclara.  The  North  American  dioecious  free, 
named  maclara  aurantiaca,  is  now  growing  in 
France,  both  male  and  female,  and  flowers  in  the 
Fuxembourg  garden,  in  the  royal  establishment  at 
Neuilly,  and  at  Avignon.  Its  wood  is  said  to  be 
elastic,  it  is  beautifully  veined,  of  a deep  yellow',  a 
fine  grain  and  takes  a beautiful  polish.  Numerous 
experiments  have  proved  that  its  leaves  are  perfect 
substitutes  for  those  of  the  mulberry  for  the  nourish- 
ment of  silk  worms,  making  it  a desirable  object 
for  cultivation,  as  it  does  not  suffer  from  the  severest 
cold,  and  flourishes  even  in  a poor  soil.  The  fruits 
are  not  edible,  but  the  roots  yield  a fine  yellow  dye. 

[N.  Y.  New  Era. 

An  electrical  lady.  A respectable  physi- 
cian in  a late  number  of  Sillman’s  Journal,  relates 
the  following  curious  account  of  ati  electrical  lady. 
He  states,  that  on  the  eveningof  January  28th,  dur- 
ing a somewhat  extraordinary  display  of  the  north- 
ern lights,  the  person  in  question  became  so  highly 
charged  with  electricity,  as  to  give  out  vivid  elec- 
trical sparks  from  the  end  of  each  finger  to  the  face 
of  each  of  the  company  present.  This  did  not  cease 
with  the  heavenly  phenomenon,  but  continued  for 
several  months,  during  which  time  she  was  con- 
stantly charged,  and  giving  off  electrical  sparks  to 
every  conductor  she  approached.  This  was  ex- 
tremely vexatious,  as  stie  could  not  touch  the  stove 
nor  any  metallic  utensils,  without  first  giving  off  an 
electrical  spark,  with  the  consequent  twinge.  The 
state  most  favorable  to  this  phenomenon  was  an  at- 
mosphere of  about  80  deg.  fah.  moderate  exercise 
and  social  enjoyment.  It  disappeared  in  any  atmos- 
'phere  approaching  zero,  and  under  the  debilitating 
effecls  of  fear.  When  seated  bv  the  stove,  reading, 
with  her  feet  upon  the  fender,  she  gave  sparks  at 
the  rate  of  three  or  four  a minute;  and  under  the 
most  favorable  circumstances,  a spark  that  could  be 
seen,  heard,  or  felt,  passed  every  second!  She  could 
charge  others  in  the  same  way  when  insulated,  who 
could  then  give  sparks  to  others.  To  make  it  satis- 
factory that  her  dress  did  not  produce  it,  it  was  chang- 
ed to  cotton  and  wollen,  without  altering  the  phe- 
nomenon. The  lady  is  about  30,  of  sedantry  pur- 
suits, and  delicate  state  of  health,  haring  for  two 
years  previously  suffered  fromacute  rheumatism  and 
neuralgic  affections,  with  peculiar  symptoms, 
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LAWS— CASES  IN  COURT— DECISIONS,  &c. 

“Laws  ought  to  be  few  and  simple,  and  such  as 
are  alone  necessary  for  the  protection  of  the  com- 
monwealth. When  you  legislate  on  points  of  con- 
science, you  weaken  the  influence  of  laws,  and 
create  a counter  effect.” 

United  Slates,  vs.  S.  Slettinus,  agent  of  the  Bal- 
timore and  Washington  rail  road  company.  A case 
was  tried  at  Washington  last  week,  which  is  of 
considerable  importance,  as  touching  the  rights  of 
individuals  and  corporations  to  violate  a law  of  con- 
’ gress,  respecting  the  currency.  Samuel  Stetlinus, 
an  agent  of  the  Baltimore  and  Washington  rail  road 
company,  was  charged  before  the  criminal  court, 
with  having  passed  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  a 
bank  note  or  bdl  of  a less  denomination  than  $5,  in 
violation  of  an  act  of  congress.  The  case  was  con- 
ducted by  the  district  attorney  for  the  prosecution, 
and  Win.  L.  Brent  and  Clement  Cox,  esqs.  for  the 
defence.  The  fact  laid  in  the  indictment  was  prov- 
ed, but  the  counsel  for  the  traverser  contended  that 
he  had  a right  to  pass  such  note,  that  the  law  was 
unconstitutional,  conflicting  with  the  acknowledged 
rights  of  the  citizen,  and  the  obligation  of  con- 
tracts by  restraining  the  chartered  rights  of  corpo- 
rations; that  congress  had  no  right  lo  pass  it,  and 
that  the  jury  had  a right  to  decide  on  its  constitu- 
tionality. The  district  attorney  on  the  other  hand, 
called  upon  the  jury  to  sustain  the  law  as  one  of 
congressional  enactment,  which  they  had  no  right 
to  overturn,  and  sought  corroboration  of  his  opinion 
of  its  constitutionality,  by  its  passage  in  the  U.  S. 
senate  by  a vote  of  37  to  1,  Daniel  Webster  in  the 
affirmative,  and  animadverted  severely  on  the  pre- 
tensions of  the  rail  road  company,  in  attempting, 
through  their  agent,  to  violate  an  act  of  the  power 
to  which  it  and  its  privileges  owe  their  existence. 

Before  this  important  and  interesting  case  w'ent  to 
the  jury,  his  honor,  judge  Dunlop  charged  them  in 
substance  to  the  following  effect:  that,  although  he 
had,  on  a former  occasion,  in  the  case  of  the  United 
Slates  vs.  Orme,  expressed  the  opinion  of  the  court 
that  it  was  the  right  of  the  jury  to  give  a verdict 
contrary  to  the  instruction  of  the  court,  if  they  con- 
scientiously differed  in  opinion  from  the  court  as  to 
the  law  and  fact  of  any  cases  submitted  to  them,  it 
was  the  bounden  duty  of  the  jury  to  listen  to  (he  in- 
structions of  the  court,  and  to  treat  them  with  re- 
spect, inasmuch  as  the  court  in  the  proper  and  ho- 
nest discharge  of  its  duty,  was  bound  to  lay  down  the 
law  for  the  guidance  and  iustruction  of  the  jury. — 
In  the  present  case,  the  court  felt  it  a duty  to  in- 
struct the  jury  that,  if  they  should  find  the  facts  to 
be  true  as  stated,  there  was  a" clear  violation  of  the 
law.  But  the  jury  had  been  called  upon  not  only 
to  decide  upon  the  case,  but  to  overrule  the  deci- 
sion of  the  court,  and  also  to  overrule  any  express 
law  of  congress.  Against  this  it  was  his  duty  to 
caution  them,  and  to  apprise  them  of  the  responsi- 
bility they  would  thus  assume.  His  honor  then,  in 
order  to  show  the  jury  the  extreme  delicacy  of  de- 
ciding upon  the  constitutionaliiy  of  the  law,  read  a 
passage  from  the  decision  of  chief  justice  (Marshall 
in  a case  where  the  constitutionality  of  a state 
law  was  brought  in  question  before  the  supreme 
court. 

The  counsel  for  the  defence  took  exception  to 
some  parts  of  the  charge,  and  the  case  was  subinit- 
ed  to  the  jury,  who  after  a long  absence  returned 
the  following  special  verdict:  “We  the  jurors  in  the 
case  of  the  United  States  vs.  Samuel  Stettinus,  are 
of  the  opinion  that  he  is  guilty  of  passing,  to  the 
witness  in  the  case,  notes  of  a less  denomination 
than  five  dollars,  in  the  manner  and  at  the  time  and 
place  stated  in  the  evidence,  but  from  the  said  evi- 
dence not  guilty  of  circulating  them  in  the  District 
of  Columbia  as  a currency.” 

Slaves  per  Amistad.  Hartford,  Tuesday,  Nov. 
19 ih,  1839.  District  court — adjourned  term.  The 

court  was  opened  this  morning  at  10  o’clock,  judge 
Judson  presiding.  Mr.  Baldwin,  in  behalf  of  the 
Africans,  presented  the  following  plea: 

Toihekon.  A.  T.  Judson.  judge,  <§-c. 

The  several  pleas  of  Singua,  and  34  other  Afri- 
cans, now  in  the  custody  of  the  marshal  of  said  dis- 
trict, under  color  of  process,  issued  from  the  honor- 
able court,  on  the  29th  day  of  August,  A.  D.  1839, 
against  the  schooner  Amislad  and  the  articles  of 
personal  property  on  board  of  her,  then  lying  in  the 
harbor  of  New  London,  in  said  district,  on  libel  oi 
Thomas  R.  Gedney,  a lieutenant  in  the  U.  States 
navy,  commanding  the  United  States  brig  Washing- 
ton, in  the  service  of  the  United  States  coast  survey, 
and  on  behalf  of  Richard  W.  Meade,  a lieutenant 
on  board  of  said  brig,  and  the  officers  and  crew 
thereof,  ami  all  others  interested  or  entitled,  claim- 
ing salvage  to  be  awarded  them  by  the  honorable 
court  as  lor  a meritorious  service  in  seizing  and  se- 
curinm  the  respondents,  and  holding,  them  as  slaves 
to  certain  Spaniards  belonging  to  the  island  of  Cu- 
ba, named  in  said  libel. 


And  also,  under  process  of  this  honorable  court, 
issued  and  served  at  Hartford,  on  the  18th  day  of 
September,  1839,  while  the  respondents  were  in 
custody  of  the  marshal  of  said  district  aforesaid,  and 
within  the  body  of  the  county  of  Hartford,  and  with- 
in said  district  and  state  of  Connecticut,  on  the  libel 
and  claim  of  William  S.  Hollabird,  esq.  district  at- 
torney of  the  United  States,  for  the  district  of  Con- 
necticut, and  on  the  libels  respectively  of  Pedro 
Montez  and  Jose  Ruiz;  the  said  respondents  seve- 
rally' by  protestation,  not  confessing  nor  acknowledg- 
ing any  of  the  matters  or  things  in  said  several  li- 
bels to  be  true  as  Jherein  alleged,  for  plea  thereto 
respectively  say — that  they  are  severally  natives  of 
Africa,  and  were  born  free,  and  ever  since  have 
been,  and  still  of  right  are,  and  ought  to  be  free,  and 
not  slaves;  as  is  in  said  libels  pretended  or  surmised 
— that  they  never- were  domiciled  in  the  island  of 
Cuba,  or  the  dominions  of  the  queen  of  Spain,  or 
subject  to  the  laws  thereof — that  on  or  about  the  15th 
day  of  April,  1839,  they  and  each  of  them  were  in 
the  land  of  their  nativity  unlawfully  kidnapped,  and 
forcibly  and  wrongfully  carried  on  board  of  a certain 
vessel  near  the  coast  of  Africa,  then  and  there  un- 
lawfully engaged  in  the  slaye  trade,  by  certain  per- 
sons, to  them  unknown,  and  were  thence  in  said 
vessel,  contrary  to  the  will  of  these  respondents, 
unlawfully  transported  to  the  island  of  Cuba,  for  the 
unlawful  purpose  of  being  there  sold  as  slaves,  and 
were  there  illegally  landed,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid; 
that  Jose  Ruiz,  one  of  said  libellants,  well  knowing 
all  the  premises,  and  confederating  with  the  persons 
by  whom  the  respondents  were  unlawfully  held  as 
aforesaid,  and  intending  to  deprive  them  of  their  li- 
berty, made  a pretended  purchase  of  the  said  respon- 
dents, except  Kenu,  Karl  and  Momgrow. 

And  that  the  said  Pedro  Montez  well  knowing  the 
premises,  and  confederating  in  like  manner  with  the 
said  persons  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  made  a pre- 
tended purchase  of  the  said  Kenu,  Karl  and  Main- 
grow,  that  the  said  pretended  purchase  was  made 
from  persons  who  had  no  right  whatever  to  the  re- 
spondents, or  any  of  them,  and  are  null  and  void, 
and  conferred  no  title  on  the  said  Ruiz  and  Montez, 
or  right  of  control  over  the  respondents  or  either  of 
them.  That  afterward,  on  or  about  the  28th  day  of 
June,  1839,  the  said  Ruiz  and  Montez,  confederating 
with  each  other,  and  with  one  Raymond  Ferrers, 
now  deceased,  captain  of  said  schooner  Amistad, 
caused  the  respondents  severally,  without  law  or 
right,  to  be  placed  by  force  on  board  the  said 
schooner,  to  be  transported  with  said  Ruiz  and 
Montez  to  some  place  unknown  to  these  re- 
spondents, and  there  severally  enslaved  for  life. 
That  the  respondents  being  treated  ori  board  said 
vessel  by  said  Ruiz  and  Montez,  and  the  captain 
and  crew  thereof,  with  great  cruelty  and  oppression, 
and  being  of  right  free  as  aforesaid,  were  incited  by 
the  love  of  liberty,  natural  to  all  men,  and  by  the 
desire  of  returning  to  their  families  and  kindred,  to 
take  possession  of  said  vpsspI,  while  navigating  the 
high  seas  as  aforesaid,  near  said  island  of  Cuba,  as 
they  had  a right  to  do,  with  the  intent  to  return 
therein  to  their  native  country,  or  to  seek  an  asylum 
in  some  free  state,  where  slavery  did  not  exist,  in 
order  that  they  might  enjoy  their  liberty  under  the 
protection  of  its  government.  That  the  said  schoon- 
er, on  or  about  the  26th  day  of  August,  1839,  arrived 
in  the  possession  of  the  respondents  at  Culloderi 
point,  near  Montauk,  and  was  there  anchored  within 
about  three  quarters  of  a mile  of  the  shore,  and  with- 
in the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  the  state  of  New 
York.  That  the  respondent  Jinqua  and  others, 
while  said  schooner  lay  at  anchor  as  aforesaid,  went 
on  shore  within  said  state  of  New  York,  to  procure 
provisions  and  other  necessaries,  and  while  there, 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  a free  state,  where  slavery 
does  not  exist,  and  under  the  protection  of  its  laws, 
the  respondents  were  severally  seized,  as  well  those 
who  were  on  shore  as  aforesaid,  as  those  who  were 
on  board  of  and  in  possession  of  said  schooner,  and 
were,  by  the  said  lieutenant  Gedney,  his  officers 
and  crew  of  said  United  States  brig  Washington, 
forcibly  and  unlawfully  taken,  at  the  instance  of 
said  Spaniards,  Ruiz  and  Montez,  with  intent  to 
keep  and  retain  them  as  slaves,  for  the  said  Ruiz  and 
Montez  lespectively,  to  obtain  an  award  of  salvage 
therefor  from  this  honorable  court,  as  for  a merito- 
rious act.  That  (or  that  purpose,  the  said  respon- 
dents were,  by  said  lieutenant  Gedney  and  his  crew, 
forcibly  and  unlawfully  withdrawn  from  (he  juris- 
diction and  limits  of  the  state  and  district  of  New 
York,  where  they  were  seized  as  aforesaid,  and 
brought  to  Hie  port  of  New  London,  in  the  district 
of  Connecticut,  where  they  were  taken  into  custody 
of  the  marshal,  on  process  issuing  on  the  libel  of  said 
lieutenant  Gedney  as  aforesaid,  and  were  by  said 
marshal  confined  in  the  gaol  in  the  city  of  New  Ha- 
ven, in  said  district,  and  subsequently  in  the  gaol,  in 
the  city  of  Hartford,  and  were,  while  so  confined 
within  the  body  of  said  district  and  state  of  Connec- 


ticut, subjected  to  the  further  process  of  this  honor- 
able court,  on  the  several  libels  and  claims  subse- 
quently filed  as  aforesaid. 

Wherefore  the  respondents  severally  say,  that 
neither  by  the  constitution  or  laws  of  the  United 
States,  or  any  treaty  pursuant  thereto,  nor  by  the 
law  of  nations  doth  it  pertain  to  this  honorable 
court  to  exercise  any  jurisdiction  over  the  persons 
of  these  respondents,  or  any  of  them,  by  reason  of 
any  of  the  proceedings  aforesaid;  and  they  several- 
ly pray  to  be  hence  dismissed,  and  suffered  to  be 
and  remain  as  they  of  right  ought  to  be  free,  and 
at  liberty  from  the  process  of  this  honorable  court, 
under  which,  or  under  color  of  which  they  are 
holden  as  aforesaid. 

General  Isham,  for  lieutenant  Gedney  and  the 
officers  and  crew  of  the  brig.  Washington,  denied 
that  the  Africans  had  any  tiling  to  do  with  the  ques- 
tion now  before  the  court.  It  is  a claim  for  salvage, 
and  the  parties  are  the  libellants,  and  Messrs.  Ruiz 
and  Montez,  the  owners  of  the  vessel  and  cargo. 
Between  these  parties  there  is  no  difference  or 
misunderstanding.  Lieut.  Gedney  and  the  other 
officers  and  crew  of  the  Washington  claim  salvage 
for  saving  the  property  of  these  Spanish  gentlemen, 
and  they  do  not  resist  the  claim. 

Mr.  Baldwin  replied,  that  he  was  greatly  asto- 
nished at  thfe  pretence  set  up  by  the  gentleman. 
The  Africans  are  libelled  as  property,  and  the 
libellants  came  into  court,  and  asked  pay  as  for  a 
meritorious  act,  for  reducing  free  men  again  to 
bondage.  The  gentlemen  who  claim  salvage,  ask 
it  on  the  ground  that  these  Africans  are  property, 
and  yet  it  is  not  competent  for  us  to  show  that 
they  are  not  property.  Is  the  court  aware  of  the 
difficulty  by  wdiich  it  is  beset?  What  is  the  con- 
sequence, if  the  monstrous  pretence  of  the  gentle- 
men is  sustained?  Is  it  not  claimed  that  these  in- 
dividuals are  held  as  criminals,  and  if  the  claim  of 
property  is  not  made  out,  they  must  immediately 
be  dismissed  from  custody.  And  if  they  cannot 
come  into  this  court  and  show  that  they  are  not 
property,  then  their  dearest  rights  are  inevitably 
sacrificed.  We  must  be  allowed  to  expose  the  in- 
justice and  cruelty  of  holding  them  in  bondage.  If 
the  gentleman  on  the  other  side  is  correct,  there  is 
no  redress  for  the  Africans.  All  the  proceedings 
against  them  rest  on  the  libel  of  lieut.  Gedney,  and 
if  we  are  not  permitted  to  interpose  a plea  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  court  here,  it  cannot  be  done  at 
all.  These  Africans  stand  before  this  court  pre- 
cisely in  the  light  of  the  subjects  of  any  other  na- 
tion. We  utterly  deny  that  they  are  slaves. 

General  Isham  insisted  that  neither  the  Africans 
nor  any  of  their  friends  had  any  thing  to  do  with 
the  question.  Ruiz  and  Montez  admit  that  the 
blacks  are  slaves,  and  that  is  sufficient  for  us;  and 
all  we  ask  of  this  court  is  to  award  us  our  pay  for 
saving  the  property. 

Judge  Judson  said  that  from  the  reception  of  the 
plea  it  did  not  at  ail  follow  that  all  the  allegations  in 
it  must  be  admitted,  or  that  the  merits  of  the  case 
were  to  be  gone  into. 

Mr.  Hollabird,  the  district  attorney,  suggested 
an  objection;  as  a matter  of  practice  it  was  not  com- 
petent for  the  counsel  for  the  Africans  to  interpose 
a plea,  as  they  were  not  the  defendants  in  the  case, 
and  no  third  person  could  put  in  a plea,  under  any 
circumstances  whatever. 

Mr.  Baldwin  replied,  with  much  warmth,  that  if 
gentlemen  hoped  to  prevent  a hearing  on  the  merits 
of  the  case,  by  interposing  these  technical  objec- 
tions, he  could  assure  them  that  they  would  find 
themselves  entirely  mistaken.  They  must  and  will 
be  discussed,  and  the  courts  of  this  country  must 
hear  them.  It  is  impossible  for  gentlemen  to  pre- 
vent it. 

The  court  said  the  plea  in  abatement  must  be 
received,  but  that  the  merits  of  the  case  must  not 
be  touched  on  this  preliminary  question. 

The  only  question  now  to  be  settled  is  the  situa- 
tion of  the  schooner  when  she  was  captured.  The 
court  was  no.t  aware  that  the  plea  required  any 
answer. 

Gen.  Isham  said  that  he  presumed  it  did  not,  but 
if  an  answer  was  necessary,  he  was  prepared  to 
traverse  every  thing — he  would  deny  that  there 
were  any  negroes,  or  schooner,  or  any  thing  else. 

Mr.  Green  was  then  called  upon  to  prove  the 
position  of  the  Amistad  at  the  time  of  the  capture. 
Mr.  Green  has  a libel  before  the  court  for  salvage. 
The  precise  nature  of  his  claim  did  not  appear,  but 
he  swore  roundly  and  without  hesitation,  to  several 
facts  that  were  disproved  by  the  concurrent  testi- 
mony of  several  officers  of  the  brig  Washington. 
It  was  on  the  strength  of  this  man’s  stories  that 
Lewis  Tappan  (bunded  his  imputation  on  the  of- 
ficeis  of  the  brig.  G.  said  the  Amistad  was  not 
more  than  25  or  30  rods  from  the  shore  at  the 
time  of  the  capture — that  he  heard  mdney  rattle  in 
the  trunk,  which  the  negroes  brpught  on  shore;  and 
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one  of  the  blacks  told  that  there  were  400  doub- 
loons in  the  trunk,  and  plenty  more  on  board. 

Lieut.  Meade  and  Dr.  Sharpe,  of  the  Washing- 
ton, stated  that  the  schooner  was  at  least  ^ mile  lroin 
the  shore,  when  she  was  captured.  Capt.  Mather, 
of  the  cutter  Wolcott,  and  Mr.  Lestor,  the  collector 
of  New  London,  teslified  to  the  same  tiling. — 
9.'wo  other  witnesses  from  Sag  Harbor  were  in- 
troduced to  back  up  the  statement  oT  Mr.  Green, 
and  the  court  adjourned  at  7 o’clock  in  the  evening. 

The  hotels  are  filled  with  abolitionists  and  others, 
who  have  come  to  attend  the  trial,  and  a good  deal 
of  interest  prevails  here  on  the  subject.  The  able 
counsel  on  both  sides  are  determined  to  contest  the 
entire  ground  inch  and  inch,  and  unless  something 
now  unexpected  transpires,  the  struggle  will  be 
protracted  for  several  days.  [Con.  (f  Enq. 

Postponement  of  the  jimistad  trial.  Hartford, 
Wednesday  evening.  This  case  stands  precisely 
where  judge  Thompson  left  it,  and  the  district  court 
has  adjourned  to  meet  at  New  Haven  on  the  7th  of 
January.  The  preliminary  question  ol  jurisdiction 
has  not  even  been  disposed  of.  The  term  of  the 
court  lasted  a day  and  a half,  and  the  whole  time 
was  consumed  in  the  examination  of  witnesses  as 
to  the  situation  of  the  Amistad  at  the  time  of  the 
capture,  and  the  usual  amount  of  altercation  between 
the  lawyers. 

The  three  men  who  are  here  claiming  salvage  on 
the  vessel  and  cargo,  for  some  indiscribable  service  or 
other,  were  all  called  on  to  testily.  They  differ 
greatly  from  the  officers;  butafterail,  it  seems,  that 
they  are  contending  about  a point  entirely  unimpor- 
tant, so  far  as  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  is  con- 
cerned. Judge  Thompson  decided  that  if  the 
Amistad  was  beyond  Iowr  water  mark,  she  was  on 
the  high  seas,  and  without  the  jurisdictional  limits 
of  the  state  of  New  Yoik.  That  she  was  beyond 
low  water  mark  is  conceded  by  all.  What  matters 
it  then,  as  to  jurisdiction,  whether  she  was  30  rods 
or  a hundred  from  the  shore. 

But  there  is  one  fact  in  respect  to  which  these 
Sag  Harbor  salvors  and  the  officers  of  the  Wash- 
ington are  at  issue,  that  possibly  may  be  of  some 
moment.  The  counsel  lor  the  Africans  contend 
that  those  blacks  who  were  on  shore  at  Calloclen 
Point,  when  the  Amistad  was  captured,  were  in 
point  of  law  as  well  as  in  point  of  fact,  in  the  body 
of  the  state,  of  N.  York,  and  consequently  not  liable 
to  arrest  by  any  officer  of  the  general  government. 

The  officers  of  the  brig  say  there  were  8 or  9 men 
only  on  shore,  and  Mr.  Green,  with  the  other  sal- 
vors, swear  that  there  were  more  than  20.  Anto- 
nio, the  cabin  boy  of  the  Amistad,  agrees  with  the 
statement  of  the  officers,  and  names  the  blacks  who 
were  on  shore. 

When  the  court  opened  this  morning,  Mr.  Holla- 
bird  presented  a claim  forantl  in  behalf  of  the  United 
States,  giving  the  court  to  understand  that  the  minis- 
terol the  queen  of  Spain  has  presented  to  the  govern- 
ment ot  the  U.  States  a claim  which  is  now  pending 
upon  the  United  States,  averring,  that  the  Amistad 
and  her  cargo,  together  with  certain  slaves  on  board 
the  said  vessel,  all  being  the  property  of  Spanish 
subjects,  and  that  said  vessel  and  cargo,  while  so 
being  the  property  of  said  Spanish  subjects,  arrived 
in  the  United  States,  and  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
this  court,  and  were  taken  possession  ol  by  the  brig 
Washington,  under  such  circumstances  as  make  it 
the  duty  of  the  government  of  the  United  States  to 
cause  this  property  to  be  restored  to  the  true  pro- 
prietors and  owners  thereof,  without  hindrance  of 
detention,  as  required  by  the  treaty  now  in  full  force 
between  the  United  States  and  Spain. 

And  the  district  attorney  further  prayed  the  court, 
that  in  case  the  claim  aforesaid  is  well  founded  and 
conformable  to  the  treaty,  that  the  court  will  make 
such  order  for  the  disposal  of  said  vessel,  cargo  and 
slaves,  as  may  best  enable  the  United  States  to  com- 
ply with  their  treaty  stipulations,  and  preserve  the 
faith  of  the  government. 

Mr.  Baldwin  stated  that  the  interpreter,  Covey, 
who  belonged  to  the  British  man  of  war  Buzzard, 
was  sick,  and  that  he  could  not  conclude  the  testi- 
mony on  the  question  of  jurisdiction,  without  his 
assistance,  as  he  wished  to  take  the  evidence  of  se- 
veral of  the  Africans.  He  therefore  asked  for  a 
postponement  of  the  case  until  to-inorrow. 

After  some  conversation  on  the  subject,  it  was 
agreed  that  the  court  should  adjourn  to  meet  at 
N.  Haven,  on  Tuesday  the  7th  day  of  January  next. 

The  testimony  of  Dr.  Madden  was  taken  by  the 
clerk  of  the  court  at  the  city  hotel  this  afternoon. 
He  is  said  to  be  the  English  agent  for  liberated  Af- 
ricans at  Cuba,  and  is  a member  of  the  mixed  com- 
mission at  Havana,  lie  is  obliged  to  go  to  England 
in  the  course  of  a fortnight,  and  the  counsel  on  both 
sides  agreed  to  have  his  testimony  taken,  subject  to 
exception  hereafter. 

Dr.  M.  says  the  Africans  of  the  Amistad  are  Bon- 
zel  negroes,  and  not  Ladinoes,  and  would  be  just  as 


much  entitled  to  their  freedom  by  the  laws  of  Spain 
as  if  they  were  white  men.  [W.  V.  Express. 

The  slaver.  The  captain  of  the  schooner  Butter- 
fly, which  was  captured  as  a slaver,  the  23d  of  Sep- 
tember last,  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  by  the  British 
brig  Dolphin,  wa3  examined  lately  by  judge 
Betts,  of  tile  United  States  court.  It  appeared  from 
the  evidence  that  the  vessel  was  cleared  at  New  Or- 
leans on  the  24th  of  May,  1839,  with  Nathan  Farns- 
worth as  captain,  and  several  American  seamen. — 
The  transfer  at  Havana,  was  certified  by  John  A. 
Smith,  United  States  vice  consul.  On  the  23th  of 
June  she  came  into  the  possession  of  Morris,  who 
with  two  mates  and  six  Spanish  seamen,  sailed  for 
the  coast  of  Africa  on  the  1st  of  July,  by  the  way  of 
St.  Thomas.  A Spaniard  named  Montero  officiated 
as  supercargo.  When  the  schooner  was  taken  off 
Cape  St.  Paul’s,  there  were  found  on  board  tw'o  log 
books,  the  one  written  in  the  English  and  the  other 
in  the  Spanish  language.  The  cargo  consisted  of 
powder,  rum  and  tobacco.  The  vessel  was  arranged 
after  the  manner  in  which  slavers  are  usually  built; 
w’ith  slave  decks,  water  casks  and  boilers,  sufficient 
to  accommodate  more  than  two  hundred  persons. — 
There  were,  however,  no  slaves  discovered  on  board 
The  counsul  for  the  defence  submitted  to  the  court 
whether,  there  never  having  been  any  slaves  on 
board  the  Butterfly,  the  intent  to  become  a slaver 
would  justify  a confiscation  of  the  vessel.  Judge 
Betts  said  the  point  was  worthy  of  consideration, 
and  he  would  take  time  to  decide  upon  the  case. 

A decision  was  subsequently  made  by  his  honor 
judge  Betts  in  this  case.  On  a consideration  of  the 
matter  he  thought  there  were  not  circumstances 
sufficient,  to  warrant  his  deciding  positively  whe- 
ther capt.  Morris  had  made  himself  amenable  to  the 
laws  against  trafficing  in  slaves  or  not,  but  that 
Ihere  was  sufficient  evidence  against  him  to  warrant 
his  sending  this  case  before  the  grand  jury,  and  he 
should  then  direct  that  capt.  Morris  be  held  to  bail 
in  the  sum  of  $4,000  to  appear  when  called  on. 

Extraordinary  case  of  bigamy.  At  the  Bury  petty 
sessions,  in  England,  before  John  Fenton,  esq.  M. 
P.  and  Edmund  Grundy,  esq.  James  Shorrocks,  a 
power-loom  weaver,  twenty-four  year3  of  age,  was 
charged  with  bigamy  by  the  father  of  his  second 
wile.  Prools  were  produced  troin  the  parish  regis- 
ter of  Middletown  ot  two  marriageshaving  taken 
place,  the  first  about  four  years  ago,  and  the  last  five 
weeks  since.  The  prisoner  had  been  residing  with 
his  two  wives  in  the  same  house,  on  the  most 
agreeable  terras.  The  two  consorts,  who  appeared 
in  court,  seemed,  to  the  astonishment  of  all  present, 
to  be  the  most  intimate  friends.  The  first  wife,  who 
has  three  children  by  the  prisoner,  was  asked  if  she 
had  not  disapproved  of  her  husband’s  second  mar- 
riage. “Oh,  no,”  said  she,  “I  went  to  the  wed- 
ding, and  joined  in  the  pleasures  of  the  day.”  The 
magistrates  said  that,  as  the  case  was  clear,  they 
had  no  other  course  to  take  than  that  of  committing 
the  prisoner  to  Kirkdaie,  to  take  his  trial  at  the  next 
Liverpool  assizes.  The  younger  wife,  a woman 
about  eighteen  years  of  age,  of  a most  prepossessing 
appearance,  burst  into  tears,  when  the  elder  one 
consoled  her  with  the  utmost  affection,  exclaiming, 
“Never  mind,  as  long  as  I can  befriend  thee,  thou 
shalt  join  in  what  I have;  and  when  he  comes  out, 
if  he  cannot  get  work,  we  will  keep  him,  if  he  stands 
in  need  of  it.” 

The  argument  in  the  case  of  J.  K.  Ifassinger,  late 
president  of  the  Germantown  rail  road  company,  now 
applying  for  the  benefit  of  the  insolvent  laws,  has, 
we  learn,  been  fixed  for  Tuesday,  to-morrow.  This 
is  a case  of  much  public  interest.  If  we  are  not  mis- 
taken, the  nature  of  the  insolvent  laws  is  such  that 
no  one  is  permitted  to  avail  himself  of  their  provi- 
sions who  has  applied  to  his  own  use  any  property 
entrusted  to  him  as  agent.  Hassinger  in  his  exami- 
nation admitted,  in  the  plainest  terms,  the  false  cre- 
ation of  4,400  shares  of  stock,  and  of  loan  to  the 
amount  of  $133,000,  the  proceeds  of  which  were 
devoted  to  his  private  purposes.  It  is  plain  that  by 
so  vast  an  abuse  of  trust,  some  parties  must  have 
been  greatly  the  losers,  either  the  real  stockholders 
of  the  company',  whose  interests  have  been  preju- 
diced by  such  issues,  or  the  holders  of  the  stock  and 
loan  who  have  received  it  supposing  it  to  be  genu- 
ine. Under  any  view  of  the  case,  it  could  scarcely 
have  been  the  intention  of  the  legislature  that  such 
frauds  should  be  perpetrated  and  confessed,  and  Ihe 
party  be  allowed  to  avail  himself  of  benignant  legal 
enactments  intended  solely  for  the  unfortunate. 

[Phil.  Pennsyl. 

Important  to  draymen.  Under  this  head,  Ihe  Cin- 
cinnati Gazette  of  F riday  gives  an  account  of  a case 
just  tried  in  the  superior  court  of  that  city',  in  which 
tile  father  hail  brought  an  aclion  of  trespass  against 
a draymen  for  driving  over  and  injuring  his  child, 
while  going  at  a rapid  rate  through  Ihe  streets.  The 
court  decided  that  in  a populous  city,  such  as  Cin- 


cinnati, it  is  unlawful  for  a drayman  to  drive  his 
horse  faster  than  a brisk  walk  upon  the  streets,  al- 
leys or  commons.  For  injuries  inflicted  by  driving 
more  rapidly  than  in  a walk,  the  court  held  that  the 
driver  was  responsible.  In  the  case  before  it,  the 
defendant  was  adjudged  to  pay  two  hundred  arid 
fifty  dollars  damages  to  the  injured  party'.  The  deci- 
sion in  this  case,  and  the  laying  down  the  law  on  the 
subject,  in  Cincinnati,  are  worthy  of  attention  in 
other  populous  cities. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Merchant.  The  following  short  extract  is  from 
the  pen  of  judge  Hopkinson,  of  Philadelphia.  I 
copy  il  from  a long  essay  in  that  able  and  useful  pe- 
riodical, Ihe  Merchant’s  Magazine.  The  whole  ar- 
ticle is  worthy  of  being  copied  in  every  business 
paper  in  the  union.  It  exposes  in  forcible  language 
what  many  of  the  mercantile  and  manufacturing 
community  have  viewed  as  one  of  the  great  causes 
of  the  present  embarrassments  of  the  merchant, 
manufacturer  and  the  banker,  viz:  the.  reckless  spirit 
of  overtrading,  and  the  fearlessness  of  incurring  debt 
and  giving  credit;  a spirit  that  induces  this  class  of 
the  community  to  jeopardise  their  own  property, 
and  that  of  their  confiding  creditors,  under  the  too 
often  delusive  expectation  of  receiving  enormous 
profils  by  giving  long  and  hazardous  credits. 

The  picture  is  painted  to  the  life,  and  is  true  to 
the  letter: 

“The  ambition  to  do  a great  business  is  universal 
and  devouring.  The  disposilion  to  contract  debts, 
becomes  eager  and  reckless:  the  obligation  to  pay 
them  is  but  faintly  felt,  and  the  failure  to  do  so, 
hardly  produces  a sensation  of  shame  in  the  defaul- 
ter, or  of  any  resentment  or  neglect  toward  him  on 
the  part  of  his  friends  or  the  public.  Our  commer- 
cial community  seems  to  make  a common  cause 
with  every  delinquent  trader,  and  to  treat  the  most 
daring  and  desperate  speculations,  with  Ihe  lenity 
due  to  accident  and  misfortune.” 

Our  correspondent  is  right.  Nothing  can  be  more 
true  than  this  last  sentence:  and  under  the  influence 
of  this  pernicious  species  of  gambling,  old  fashioned 
mercantile  honor  is  fast  disappearing.  In  the  course 
of  the  same  admirable  article — a lecture  on  “com- 
mercial integrity”  before  the  Mercantile  Library  as- 
sociation of  Philadelphia.  The  writer  exposes  to 
just  condemnation  the  preposterous  ambition  of  men 
brought  up  to  6ther  employments,  for  the  hazardous 
pursuits  of  commerce.  A merchant,  not  less  Ilian 
the  mechanic  or  the  lawyer,  should  be  regularly 
trained  where  he  could  acquire  habits  of  system,  re- 
gularity, and  exactness,  and  acquire  a tact  of  cau- 
tion and  foresight  of  calculation  and  decision,  which 
are  necessary  to  secure  a safe  and  continued  pros- 
perity. 

Hear  judge  Ilopkinson’s  account  of  the  career  of 
the  mere  adventurer: 

A man  but  says,  “I  will  be  a merchant,”  and  he  is 
a merchant.  The  creation  of  light  was  scarcely 
more  instantaneous.  Whatever  may  have  been  his 
previous  education  or  occupation — or  if  wanting  in 
both — if  he  can  open  a counting  house,  and  get  an 
endorser,  he  is  a merchant,  and,  as  such,  repairs  to 
the  exchange;  and  is  at  once  admitted  into  the  fra- 
ternity. He  puts  on  a bold  face  and  brave  spirit, 
dashes  at  any  thing  that  offers  in  the  way  of  doing 
business,  howevei  desperate,  and  finds  every  body 
eager  to  trust  him.  He  relies  on  chances  which  are 
a hundred  to  one  against  him,  and  his  veiy'  hardi- 
hood obtains  for  him  consideration  and  credit.  His 
adventure  is  put  to  sea:  he  hopes  to  enter  a closely 
blockaded  port, or,  by  some  miraculous  accident,  to 
make  money  where  all  others  have  lost  it.  If  the 
issue  be  against  him,  he  calls  his  creditors  together, 
rather  with  a sort  of  pride — for  it  proves  he  has  been 
doing  business — than  with  any  feeling  of  humilia- 
tion, and  tell*  them — what  they  might  have  known 
before — that  he  is  ruined,  and  has  nothing  to  pay 
them;  asks,  as  a matter  of  course,  for  a release,  and 
is  exceedingly  offended  if  they  hesitate,  or  require 
any  explanations  of  his  proceedings  and  expendi- 
tures, his  property  and  his  losses. 

Natural  soda  fountain.  Mr.  Spalding,'  an 
American  missionary,  writing  from  Fort  Vancouver, 
beyond  the  Rocky  Mountains,  describes  this  phe- 
nomenon, which  he  passed  three  days’ journey  from 
Fort  Hall.  The  fountain  has  several  openings,  one 
of  which  is  about  fifteen  feet  in  diameter,  with  no 
discovered  bottom.  About  twelve  feet  below  the 
surface  are  two  large  globes,  on  either  side  of  this 
opening,  whence  the  effervescence  seems  to  rise.— 
A stone  cast  in,  alter  a few  minutes,  violently  agi- 
tates the  whole  fountain.  Another  of  the  openings 
about  four  inches  in  diameter,  is  through  an  eleva- 
ted rock,  from  which  the  waterspouts  gt  intervals 
of  about  forty  seconds.  The  water,  in  all  its  pro- 
perties, is  equal  to  any  artificial  fountain,  and  is 
constantly  foaming  and  sparkling.  It  is  stated  to  be 
very  salubrious. 
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Abolitionists.  At  a convention  of  the  friends  of 
abolition  held  a Warsaw,  Pa.  the  13th  day  of  Novem- 
ber, 1839.  Josiah  Andrews,  of  Perry,  was  chosen  pre- 
sident, Myron  Holley,  of  Rochester,  and  Gideon 
Johnson,  of  Erie  county,  vice  presidents,  and  Charles 
J.  Judd,  and  J.  H.  Darling,  of  Warsaw,  secretaries. 
Besides  sundry  other  resolutions,  the  following  was  dis- 
cussed and  finally  carried  “without  opposition.” 

6th.  Resolved,  that  in  our  judgment,  every  conside- 
ration of  duty  and  expediency  which  ought  to  control 
the  action  of  Christian  freemen,  requires  of  the  aboli- 
tionists of  the  United  States  to  organize  a distinct  and 
independent  political  party,  embracing  all  the  necessa- 
ry means  for  nominating  candidates  for  office,  and  sus- 
taining them  by  public  suffrage. 

Banks.  The  Portsmouth  (Va.)  Times  of  the  19th 
says:  We  learn  that  in  consequence  of  the  office  of 

the  Bank  of  Virginia  in  this  town  having  continued 
to  redeem  its  notes  in  specie  whenever  presented,  in- 
structions have  been  i sued  by  the  secretary  of  the  na- 
vy, requiring  the  navy  agent  and  pursers  on  this  sta- 
tion to  deposite  the  public  money  in  that  office.  An 
assurance  has  been  given  by  the  secretary  of  war  that 
he  will  issue  similar  instructions  to  the  paymasters  of 
the  army. 


District  of  Columbia.  The  agent  of  the  Baltimore 
and  Washington  rail  road  company  was  tried  on  a se- 
cond indictment  for  passing  notes  of  less  than  five  dol- 
lars denomination,  on  Friday  last,  found  guilty,  and 
fined  fifty  dollars. 

Emigration  west.  The  tide  of  the  past  season  has 
been  setting  toward  the  west  stronger  than  ever,  ac- 
cording to  the  newspaper  notices  on  the  various  lines  of 
travel  towards  the  “land  of  promise.”  The  national 
road  has  the  whole  season  been  literally  blocked  up 
with  “movers’ wagons,”  and  from  the  representations, 
people  enough  have  changed  homes  from  the  east  to  the 
west,  in  1839,  to  add  another  state  to  the  national  con- 
stellation, had  they  all  located  in  a single  territory. 
Missouri,  Iowa,  Illinois  and  Wisconsin,  have  received 
a large  portion  of  the  “new  comers.”  Ohio,  but  a few 
years  since  the  west,  is  now  the  starting  point  of  scores 
tor  the  far  west.  The  Upper  Mississippi  is  no  longer 
the  utmost  verge  of  that  undefined  territory — residents 
beyond  talk  of  a still  farther  west,  and  but  a few  years 
before  the  swelling  wave  will  break  over  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  and  the  quiet  vales  of  the  Columbia  will 
teem  with  a people  whose  progenitors  dwelt  in  rugged 
New  England,  and  looked  upon  the  All^ghanies  as  the 
impassable  boundary  of  the  western  world. 

[' Cleveland  Herald. 


Banks  in  the  west.  The  banks  in  Ohio,  Kentucky, 
Indiana,  Illinois  and  Missouri — some  are  now  paying 
specie  and  others  are  not.  Of  the  banks  in  Ohio 
which  do  pay  specie,  are  the  Commercial  bank  of  Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  company, 
Franklin  bank  of  Cincinnati,  Lafayette  bank,  at  Cin- 
cinnati, Franklin  bank  of  Columbus,  Clinton  bank  of 
Columbus,  bank  of  Hamilton,  the  banks  of  St.  Clairs- 
ville,  of  Marietta,  of  Zanesville,  of  Muskingum,  of  Mt. 
Pleasant,  and  of  New  Lisbon.  The  Kentucky  and 
Indiana  banks  do  not  pay  specie.  The  State  bank  of 
Missouri,  we  understand,  does.  And  we  also  learn 
that  the  State  bank  of  Illinois  has  suspended,  and  the 
Springfield  Journal  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  other 
banks  have  pursued  the  same  course.  There  are 
many  others  in  Ohio,  which  have  suspended,  will  be 
forced  to  resume  again,  when  their  thirty  days  have 
expired,  unless  they  contemplate  winding  up  their  bu- 
siness. We  intend  keeping  in  our  columns  a standing 
list  of  all  specie  paying  banks;  and  as  fast  as  those  in 
the  state  we  have  spoken  of  resume,  they  will  be  add- 
ed to  it.  The  above,  we  believe,  is  correct. 

[Cincinnati  Rep. 


Cotton.  The  N.  Y.  Express  of  the  23d  says:  The 
decline  of  a 1-2  to  1 cent  since  last  week  is  submit- 
ted to  on  the  part  of  the  holders,  and  the  consequence 
is,  more  extensive  operations  for  export.  Sales  as  fol- 


lows: 

1,175  bales  upland, 

1,775  do.  New  Orleans, 
200  do.  Mobile, 

300  do.  Florida, 

Exports  since  1st  October, 
Same  time  last  year, 

Do.  year  before, 


9 a 11 

9 a 12 

10  a 10  1.3 

9 3-4  a 11  1-2 

36,223 
22,800 
37,000 


The  Erie  canal  was  effectually  closed  by  ice  from 
Buffalo  to  Albany  on  the  27th  inst. 

Mr.  Forsyth , the  secretary  of  state,  reached  Wash- 
ington on  the  25th  inst.  from  Georgia. 

Florida.  A letter  received  at  Savannah  from  Ga- 
rey’s  Ferry,  Florida,  conveys  the  melancholy  intelli- 
gence of  the  decease  at  Tampa,  of  capt.  R.  H.  Peyton, 
assistant  quartermaster;  of  capt.  Barker,  1st  infantry; 
and  of  the  lady  and  child  of  capt.  Seawell. 

The  Jacksonville,  Florida,  Advocate,  of  the  12th  in- 
stant, contains  the  following  sad  intelligence: 

The  new's  from  St.  Augustine  is  of  the  most  distres- 
sing and  appalling  character.  Some  of  our  most  use- 
ful citizens  are  among  the  victims  to  the  prevailing  epi- 
demic; and  no  event  can  be  more  deeply  regretted  than 
the  death  of  Dr.  Anderson,  late  president  of  the  South- 
ern Life  Insurance  and  Trust  company.  We  also 
learn  that  Mr.  Lee,  acting  cashier,  and  judge  Smith 
are  also  very  low.  Neither  ot  the  papers  were  receiv- 
ed at  this  place  by  Saturday’s  mail,  which  warrants 
the  presumption  that  the)'  were  not  issued.  Our  in 
formation,  however,  has  hitherto,  as  now,  been  derived 
from  private  sources.  The  papers  have  been  silent  on 
the  subject.  Our  readers  may  make  their  own  com- 
ment. 

Floor,  remains  steady  at  $6  12$  to  $6  50  in  New 
York.  It  is  quoted  at  $4  25  in  Louisville,  and  7 37 1-2 
in  Savannah. 

Illinois  loan.  The  Alton  Telegraph,  says  that  the 
bonds  for  $4, 000, 000  have  been  signed  by  the  governor, 
and ’were  to  be  sent  to  London  by  a special  messenger, 
and  that  the  money  would  be  received  as  fast*  as  it 
could  be  used  to  advantage. 


Cherokee  disturbance.  According  to  the  St.  Louis 
Republican  of  the  12th,  the  latest  accounts  from  the 
southwest  state  that  general  Arbuckle  persists  in  his 
demand  for  the  murderers  of  Ridge  to  be  surrendered 
to  him.  The  demand,  it  is  believed,  will  be  resisted. 
The  general  has  made  a requisition  on  the  governors  of 
Arkansas  and  Missouri  for  military  aid.  The  gover- 
nor of  Missouri  has  been  asked  for  a brigade  ol  the  mi- 
litia. From  all  this  it  would  appear  that  a fight  is  ex- 
pected. 

Cod  fisheries.  We  fear  that  the  eastern  fishermen 
are  not  doing  a very  good  business  with  their  “fall 
fares.”  We  noticed  in  the  Salem  papers  a number  of 
vessels  returned  with  very  slim  cargoes  from  the  Grand 
banks.  In  the  face  of  this,  the  price  of  fish  is  declining 
in  consequence  of  the  hardness  of  money. 

Corn  oil.  We  see  it  stated,  that  oil  can  be  procured 
from  India  corn  in  the  quantity  of  half  a gallon  to  the 
bushel,  which  burns  as  well  in  a lamp  as  spermaceti, 
and  emits  no  bad  odor.  The  same  corn  will  yield  the 
usual  quantity  of  whiskey. 

Copper.  We  have  in  our  possession  a sample  of 
copper  ore,  found  by  a friend  of  ours  about  six  and  a 
halt  miles  from  this  city,  in  Baltimore  county.  We  have 
also  a sample  of  copper  extracted  from  the  ore,  which 
appears  to  be  very  pure,  and  may  be  seen  at  this  office. 

[ Baltimore  Republican. 

The  drought.  We  learn  that  the  drought  which  has 
so  long  prevailed  throughout  the  southern  and  south- 
western country,  continues  to  be  most  distressingly 
felt.  A gentleman  who  travelled  from  Mobile  to 
Charleston,  states  that  the  watering  of  his  horse  on  the 
way,  cost  him  $23.  We  are  informed  that  the  want  of 
water  is  severely  felt  on  our  state  road  to  Columbia, 
while  the  old  Orangeburg  road  is  still  well  watered. 

Dud  prevented.  An  affair  between  Mr.  Stanley, 
member  of  congress  from  North  Carolina,  and  Mr. 
Kennedy  of  that  state,  we  learn  from  the  Petersburg 
Intelligencer,  was  adjusted  honorably  to  all  parties  by 
the  interference  of  friends. 

Dr.  Dyott.  The  counsel  for  this  convict  have  taken 
out  a writ  of  error  in  the  criminal  court,  in  order  to  car- 
ry the  matter  of  the  alleged  informality  and  illegality 
in  the  drawing  and  summoning  of  the  jurors  who  tried 
him,  before  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court  for  a final 
decision. 


Massachusetts  election.  At  the  second  trial,  which 
took  place  on  Monday  last,  twelve  whigs  were  elected 
to  fill  the  vacancies  in  the  Boston  delegation.  The 
votes  stood  as  follows: 

For  the  regular  whig  ticket  4,398 

For  the  administration  ticket  3,036 

Union  temperance,  &c.  472 

The  Atlas  says  that  the  votes  given  for  the  union 
temperance  ticket  were  generally  whigs. 

In  Cambridge  two  whigs  elected,  and  three  vacancies 
again. 

Wobunn,  two  administration  elected,  but  in  Chelsea 
and  Hopkinton  they  have  again  failed  to  make  a 
choice. 

Four  whigs  elected  in  Lowell,  and  probably  seven. 

The  Atlas  sums  up  the  house,  so  tar  as  ascertained, 
252  whigs,  227  administration,  and  35  yet  to  be  heard 
from. 

Michigan  election.  Two  counties,  Clinton  and  Ea- 
ton, not  yet  heard  from.  If  they  vote  as  they  did  at 
the  last  election,  Farnsworth’s  (whig)  majority  as  con- 
gressman will  be  1,465. 

The  senate  it  appears,  will  consist  of  10  whigs,  and 
7 administration.  The  house,  of  36  whigs,  and  15 
administration. 

Mandamus  case.  The  U.  S.  circuit  court  for  the 
District  of  Columbia  commenced  its  regular  session  on 
Monday.  We  learn  from  the  National  Intelligencer, 
that  Wm.  L.  Brent  and  Richard  S.  Coxe,  esqrs.  as 
counsel  for  Mrs.  Susan  Decatur,  widow  of  the  late 
commodore  Stephen  Decatur,  moved  the  court  for  a 
mandamus  to  issue,  directed  to  the  lion.  James  K. 
Paulding,  secretary  of  the  navy,  commanding  him  to 
pay  certain  sumsot  money  ordered  to  be  paid  to  Mrs. 
Decatur  by  a joint  resolution  of  congress,  dated  the  3d 
of  March,  1837,  unless  cause  be  shown  to  the  contrary, 
which  motion  was  allowed,  and  the  court  ordered  that 
a rule  be  laid  and  served  upon  the  secretary,  to  show 
cause,  by  the  9;h  of  January  next,  why  said  manda- 
mus shall  not  issue. 

Mexico.  The  Doric  at  New  Orleans,  reports  the  de- 
parture of  the  brig  Driscoll,  on  the  30th  ult.  from  Tam- 
pico for  New  York,  with  about  six  hundred  thousand 
dollars  in  specie.  The  British  packet  sailed  three  or 
four  days  previously,  with  one  million  and  a half.  A 
British  frigate  was  to  leave  soon,  with  about  two  mil- 
lions. During  the  period  the  D.  lay  in  port,  two  con- 


ductas  arrived  from  the  interior,  bringing  in  large 
quantities  of  specie. 

Tranquillity  prevailed  throughout  the  greater  part  of 
Mexico — business  had  been  generally  resumed.  Large 
quantities  of  goods  had  been  advantageously  disposed 
of  in  Tampico,  Vera  Cruz  and  other  cities,  and  the  de- 
mand for  them  continued  to  be  very  great. 

The  sum  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  constitut- 
ing the  last  instalment  of  the  indemnity  due  to  France,' 
had  been  paid  to  the  French  consul  at  Vera  Cruz. 

The  population  of  the  city  of  Mexico  is  estimated 
at  200,000. 


Ohio  river.  The  Pittsburg  Gazette  of  the  22d  inst. 
says: — 

“We  have  not  learned  when  the  water  is  to  be  drawn 
out  of  our  canal,  but  navigation  is,  no  doubt,  nearly  at 
an  end  for  the  season,  ice  of  considerable  thickness 
having  formed  during  yesterday  arid  last  night.  The 
water  in  our  rivers  is  falling  slowly,  but  lig^t  draught 
boats  have  as  yet  no  difficulty  in  running.  We  notice 
the  departure  of  two  this  morning.” 

At  Cincinnati  on  the  21st  inst.  the  river  had  risen 
six  inches  in  the  previous  twenty-four  hours,  making 
the  late  rise  about  two  feet  and  a half.  The  Post  of 
that  date  says: — 

“There  were  five  and  twenty  boats  at  the  landing 
this  forenoon;  but  very  little  doing  that  looks  like  busi- 
ness. It  froze  hard  last  night,  and  to  day  bright  sun- 
shine, with  the  thermometer  above  freezing  point. 

Pennsylvania  special  election.  General  McCullough 
(•adm.)  has  been  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy  in  congress 
occasioned  by  the  death  of  W.  W.  Potter,  (adm.)  who 
was  elected  by  a majority  of  229  votes.  The  following 
is  given  as  the  result  of  the  special  election. 

McCullough.  Irvin. 


356  maj. 
356 


Centre, 

274  maj. 

Mifflin, 

198  “ 

Clinton, 

80  “ 

Huntington, 

552 

356 

196 

Pennsylvania.  Gov.  Porter  has  published  a pro- 
clamation, dated  the  25th  November,  declaring  Charles 
J.  Ingersoll,  esq.  duly  elected  a member  of  congress 
from  the  3d  congressional  district  of  Pennsylvania. 
Mr.  Naylor  has  the  late  gov.  Ritner’s  commission  as 
duly  elected  from  the  same  district. 

Specie.  The  barque  San  Andres  a Neptuno,  arrived 
at  New  Orleans,  from  Havana,  brings  1,180  ounces  of 
gold  bullion,  and  the  brig  Escalus,  from  the  same  port, 
brings  650  doubloons,  consigned  to  sundry  merchants. 

The  Cincinnati  Republican  states  that  specie  to  the 
amount  of  $80,000  or  $90,000,  was  drawn  from  the 
Commercial  bank  on  the  20ih  inst.  carried  on  drays  to 
the  landing,  and  from  there  shipped  to  the  east. 

The  packet  ship  Roscius  which  sailed  from  N.  York 
on  Monday,  is  said  to  have  taken  out  $195,000  in  specie. 

The  ship  Adelaide,  at  Philadelphia  from  New  Or- 
leans, brings  $100,000  for  the  United  States  bank. 

The  state  of  exchange  says  the  New  York  Express  of 
the  23d,  do  not  warrant  any  export  of  specie.  Week 
before  last  only  seventeen  hundred  dollars  in  specie. 

The  week  from  the  14th  to  20th  Nov. 

Gold.  Silver. 

To  Europe  $995  $50,000 

“ South  America  1,185 

“ West  Indies  1,056 


$3,236  $50000 

St.  Louis.  Great  excitement  prevailed  at  St.  Louis, 
among  men  of  business,  in  consequence  of  a notice 
issued  by  the  Bank  of  Missouri  that  no  currency  would 
be  received  at  its  counter  but  its  own  notes  or  specie. 
At  a public  meeting  held  on  the  subject,  a resolution 
was  passed,  declaring  the  proceeding  of  the  bank  to 
be  “unjust  in  principle,  and  impossible,  to  be  reduced 
to  practice;  and,  whatever  may  be  the  consequences, 
must  and  will  be  disregarded.” 

The  steamer  British  Queen,  is  to  leave  N.  York  for 
Liverpool  on  the  2a  December. 

Steamboat  sunJc.  The  steamboat  Arrow,  on  her  first 
trip  from  St.  Louis  to  New  Orleans,  sunk  near  Bayou 
Sara  on  the  7th  November.  While  taking  in  wood  she 
was  discovered  to  be  sinking,  and  the  passengers  and 
their  baggage  taken  ashore.  The  boat  and  a valua- 
ble cargo,  besides  $10,000  in  specie,  were  entirely 
lost. 

Tennessee  U.  S.  senator  elected.  Mr.  Grundy  and 
Mr.  Foster  were  both  put  in  nomination.  In  the  se- 
nate, the  vote  stood  for  Mr.  G.  14;  for  Mr.  F.  11.  In 
the  house,  the  vote  was  for  Mr.  G.42;  for  Mr.  F.  33. 

The  vice  president.  Col.  R.  M.  Johnson  was  at  Lit- 
tle Rock,  Arkansas,  on  the  30th  ult.  on  a visit  from  the 
Great  Crossing,  in  Kentucky.  On  his  arrival,  a com- 
mittee of  the  citizens  of  Little  Rock  waited  upon  the 
vice,  president,  and  tendered  to  him  the  honor  of  a pub- 
lic dinner.  He  returned  says  the  New  Orleans  Louisi- 
anian of  the  13th  inst.  in  the  steamer  Little  Rock,  to 
his  plantation  on  the  coast. 

Mr-  Webster,  who  was  in  Palis  at  the  last  da'es  with 
a large  party  of  friends,  vve  see,  is  expected  back  by  the 
Liverpool.  A case  in  ihe  supreme  court,  Boston,  was 
postponed  on  Monday,  to  the  15th  of  December,  in 
consequence  of  his  absence. 
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D^Remittances  by  mail.  ‘‘A  postmaster  may  en- 
close money  in  a letter  to  the  publisher  of  a newspaper, 
to  pay  the  subscription  of  a third  person,  and  frank  the 
letter,  if  written  by  himself.” — Amos  Kendall. 

Some  of  our  subscribers  may  not  be  aware  that  they 
may  save  the  postage  on  subscription  money,  by  re- 
questing the  postmaster  where  they  reside  to  frank  their 
letters  containing  such  money,  he  being  able  to  satisfy 
himself  before  a letter  is  sealed,  that  it  contains  nothing 
but  what  refers  to  the  subscription.  [Am.  Farmer. 


0<3-The  novelty  as  well  as  all  absorbing  interest 
of  the  prooceedings  at  the  capital,  is  sufficient  in- 
ducement to  appropriate  so  large  a portion  of  the 
present  number  to  that  subject.  We  are  indebted 
to  the  National  Intelligencer  for  those  proceedings, 
and  regret  that  our  space  would  not  enable  us  to  in- 
clude the  entire  report  of  (hose  four  eventful  days, 
as  given  in  their  columns.  It  W’as  impossible. 


FOREIGN  AFFAIRS. 

The  steam  packet  Liverpool  arrived  at  New  York 
on  the  oh  instant,  bringing  intelligence  from  Liver- 
pool to  the  15th  November — thirteen  days  later  than 
our  previous  accounts. 

The  news  is  decidedly  favorable,  much  more  so  than 
was  expected.  The  money  market  in  England,  and 
financial  affairs  in  general,  at  any  rate,  no  worse,  if 
any  thing,  rather  better.  The  apprehension  of  the 
Bank  of  England  suspending  cash  payments,  had  sub- 
sided. Bullion  ceases  to  evaporate  so  fast.  On  learn- 
ing of  the  suspension  by  the  Bank  of  the  U.  States,  its 
stock  fell  to  £16  10s.  per  share,  but  afterwards  rallied 
full  three  per  cent.  Mr.  Joudon  had  met  every  bill 
drawn  upon  him  by  the  bank,  and  none  of  them  have 
been  relumed.  A letter  from  that  gentlemen  to  the 
editor  of  the  London  Times,  dated  tire  13th,  gives  ‘‘the 
most  unqualified  contradiction”  to  a paragraph  which 
appeared  in  that  paper,  intimating  that  he  had  declined 
accepting  drafts  of  the  bank,  but  had  made  arrange- 
ments for  an  extension  of  time  with  the  holders — Mr.  J. 
says,  ‘‘I  have  never  made,  or  attempted  to  make  ar- 
rangements for  the  renewal  of  such  bills;  nor  never  have 
declined  payment  of  such  drafts  upon  presentation.’’ 

The  Courier  after  noticing  the  letter  of  Mr.  Jaudon, 
published  above  says — “We  are  happy  to  have  it  in 
our  power  to  add,  on  good  authority,  that  Mr.  Jaudon 
had  obtained  a further  loan  in  London  to  the  amouut 
of  £340, 000  sterling  on  the  hypothecation  of  state  se- 
curities, and  that  this  sum  will  enable  him  to  meet  all 
his  acceptances  and  post  notes  falling  due  before  the 
first  of  January  next.” 

His  negotiation  for  a dutch  loan  has  probably  failed. 

The  cotton  market  is  represented  as  a shade  better 
than  at  previous  dates — sales  have  been  large,  and  busi- 
ness brisk. 

Price  paid  during  the  week  Same  period 

preceding  15th  Nov.  1838. 

Uplands,  5 7-8a8d.  5 3-4  a 8d. 

New  Orleans,  5 7-8  a 8 3-8  5 3-4  a 9d. 

Alabama  and  Mobile,  5 3-4  a 7 5-8  5 3-4  a 8 l-2d. 

The  market  for  bread  stuffs  may  be  stated  as  better 
for  Englishmen,  and  less  favorable  for  us  than  was  ex- 
pected. Flour  has  fallen  in  price,  and  the  duty  risen  in 
proportion.  There  is  no  inducement  to  send  bread 
stuffs  to  England. 

Amongst  the  miscellaneous  intelligence,  we  find 
the  account  of  an  insurrectionary  movement  among  the 
chartists,  at  Newport,  Wales.  This  rising  was  imme- 
diately suppressed  with  some  slaughter  of  the  chartists, 
who  were  headed  by  Mr.  Frost,  but  were  possessed  of 
no  discipline  or  plan  of  any  rational  kind. 

The  state  of  things  in  Spain  remained  about  the 
ume.  Espartero  and  Cabrera  had  not  measured 
Vol.  VII. — SlQ.  15. 


swords,  but  a decisive  action  was  apparently  pretty 
near. 

The  queen  of  England  is  certainly  going  to  be  mar- 
ried to  her  cousin  Albert  of  Saxe  Coburg. 

FRANCE. 

France  was  tranquil,  but  her  moneyed  men  and  merch- 
ants were  embarrassed  like  those'  of  all  other  com- 
mercial countries.  Very  numerous  and  heavy  bank- 
ruptcies had  takenplace. 

The  affairs  of  Turkey  and  Egypt  were  still  unde- 
cided. 

The  information  of  the  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments by  our  banks  appears  to  have  produced  very  lit- 
tle sensation  in  Paris,  except  as  giving  food  to  the  aris- 
tocratic journals,  to  comment  upon  our  system.  A 
Paris  correspondent  of  the  New  York  Courier,  writes 
on  the  13th  ult 

“By  returns  published  last  week  by  government,  it 
appears  that  France  exported  to  all  the  world,  in  1838, 
merchandise  of  the  value  of  nearly  1,100,000,000  francs, 
(220,000,000  of  dollars).  Of  this  amount,  one-sixth 
(170,000,000  of  francs)  went  to  the  United  States. — 
Nevertheless  the  money  transactions  (properly  speak- 
ing) of  France  with  the  American  union,  are  so  com- 
paratively trifling  that,  as  I have  just  stated,  the  sus- 
pension of  cash  payments  by  so  many  banks  in  the 
United  States,  produced  in  this  capitol  no  very  strong 
sensation,  except  among  the  opposition  journalists,  who 
seized  upon  it  as  an  occasion  for  the  effusion  of  fac- 
tious spleen. 

Without  capacity  to  comprehend  the  principles  of 
trade,  they  one  and  all  pronounce  judgment — and  very 
unfavorable  judgment  I must  confess — on  the  banking 
system  of  the  United  States,  winding  up  however  with 
a reference  to  a subject  that  lets  us  into  the  whole  se- 
cret of  their  wrath — the  25  millions  of  francs  paid — and 
as  they  contend  unnecessarily  paid — by  France  to  the 
United  States  as  an  indemnity  for  the  captures  or 
seizures  of  American  property  under  color  of  the  Milan 
and  Berlin  decrees  of  Napolean.  With  respect  to  those 
of  the  French  public  who  really  understand  the  matter, 
I can  only  say  that  they  suspend  their  opinions  until 
the  arrival  of  the  next  intelligence  from  the  United 
States. 

The  same  writer  reasserts  the  assurance,  that  the 
crops  in  Fiance  were  at  most,  barely  equal  to  the  de- 
mands for  consumption,  and  that  none  could  be  spared 
for  exportation. 

Death  is  busy  in  the  ranks  of  the  once  “grand  army.” 
Among  the  most  distinguished  of  those  recently  de- 
ceased, as  he  was  among  those  who  survived  the  dis- 
asters of  1814  and  1815,  was  general  Bernard,  so  well 
known  in  the  United  States  as  to  render  it  unneces- 
sary to  say  one  word  on  his  talents — for  it  is  notorious, 
both  in  the  new  and  the  old  world,  that  he  was  the  best 
military  engineer,  existing,  after  Haxo. 

HOLLAND. 

The  pressure  for  money  has  reached  Amsterdam, 
where  it  is  heavily  felt.  The  Dutch  government  are 
endeavoring  to  effect  a loan  of  fifty  millions  of  guilders. 


NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 

APPOINTMENTS  BY  THE  PRESIDENT. 

Robert  M.  Charlton,  to  be  attorney  of  the  United 
States  for  the  distriet  of  Georgia,  in  the  place  of 
John  E.  Ward,  resigned. 

George  L.  Douglass,  to  be  deputy  postmaster  of 
the  United  States,  at  Louisville,  in  the  state  of  Ken- 
tucky, in  the  place  of  James  M.  Campbell,  remov- 
ed. 

James  Clarke,  of  Iowa,  to  be  secretary  for  the 
territory  of  Iowa,  in  the  place  of  William  B.  Con- 
way, deceased. 

Hent-y  Ulshoeffer,  to  be  consul  of  the  U.  States, 
for  the  port  of  Trinidad  de  Cuba. 

William  N.  Mills,  to  be  a justice  of  the  peace, 
for  the  county  of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

The  president  has  officially  recognised  James  1. 
Fisher,  esq.  of  this  city,  as  consul  of  the  republic  of 
the  Ecuador,  for  the  port  of  Baltimore. 

Our  minister  to  New  Grenada,  general  Semple, 
has  engaged  a passage  for  himself  and  family  on 
board  the  brig  Morea,  to  sail  for  Carthagena. 

[A.  Y.  Jour.  Com. 

Consul  Trist.  A letter  in  the  New  York  Journal 
of  Commerce,  dated  at  Havana,  on  the  7th  instant, 
states  that  “consul  Trist  has  gone  home.” 

Conventions. — The  national  whig  convention  assem- 
bled at  Harrisburg  on  the  4th  inst.  The  honorable 
Isaac  C.  Bates,  of  Mass,  was  appointed  temporary 
chairman,  Chas.  B.  Penrose,  of  ra.  and  Col.  Smith, 
of  Philadelphia,  clerks.  Delegates  were  in  attendance 
from  twenty-two  of  the  states.  The  states^  unrepre- 
sented were,  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Tennessee  and 
Arkansas. 


A committee  organized  to  propose  offices  for  the  con- 
vention, had  reported  James  Barbour,  ex-governor  of 
Virginia,  as  presiding  officer. 

National  education  convention.  The  convention 
which  met  recently  in  Philadelphia,  composed  of  dele- 
gates from  literary  bodies  and  the  friends  of  education 
generally,  have  fixed  upon  the  city  of  W asbington  as  a 
proper  place  for  holding  a national  convention  on  the 
same  subject  in  May  next.  Beneficial  results  may  be  rea- 
sonably expected  to  follow  from  the  deliberations,  inter- 
change of  sentiments,  and  ultimate  conclusions  of  such 
an  intelligent  body  as  will  there  be  assembled  together. 

American  Silk  society  convention.  In  accordance 
with  a resolution  passed  at  the  first  session  of  the 
American  Silk  society,  held  in  December  last,  the  next 
annual  meeting  or  convention  of  «he  society,  will  be 
held  in  the  city  of  Washington,  commencing  on  Wed- 
nesday the  eleventh  day  ot  the  present  montn. 

By  a notice,  issued  by  order  of  the  society,  in  refer- 
ence to  this  proposed  convention,  it  appears  that,  in 
virtue  of  an  article  of  its  constitution,  “any  properly 
organized  silk  company  or  association  may  claim  a 
perpetual  membership  in  the  ‘American  Silk  society,’ 
by  the  payment  of  twenty  dollars  into  the  treasury,  in 
advance,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  two  representatives 
in  the  annual  meeting.” 

Silk  culture  convention.  The  national  silk  conven- 
vention,  held  in  Baltimore,  in  December  last,  re- 
commending the  holding  of  another  convention  in 
the  city  of  Washington  on  the  10th  of  December, 
1839.  A meeting  of  the  friends  of  the  enterprise 
took  place  in  Baltimore  on  the  28th  ult.  and  ap- 
pointed the  following  delegation  to  said  convention, 
viz:  Sheppard  C.  Leakin,  Charles  F.  Mayer,  John 
G.  Chappell,  Gideon  B.  Smith,  Dr.  H.  H.  Hayden, 
Robert  Sinclair,  sen.  Geo.  W.  Williamson,  Dr.  Alex- 
ander Clendinen,  John  J.  Harrod,  Lloyd  Norris, 
M.  Potter,  Wm.  Gwynn,  David  Davies,  Thos.  G. 
Johnson,  Lyman  Reed,  David  Hoffman,  David  Bar- 
num,  JohnS.  Skinner,  Isaac  Tyson,  jr.  James  O. 
Law,  Luther  J.  Cox,  Dr.  David  Keener,  Henry 
Mankin  and  Edward  P.  Roberts. 

Indian  frontier.  Intelligence  was  yesterday  receiv- 
ed at  this  place,  of  the  murder  of  twenty  Winnebago 
Indians  by  a party  of  Sacs  and  Foxes,  on  the  Wabe- 
sapeneka  river.  Five  others  were  wounded,  and  ten 
taken  prisoners.  The  attack  was  made  during  the 
day,  while  the  men  were  principally  absent  hunting. 
Four  Sacs  first  came  to  the  Winnebago  camp,  giving 
indications  of  friendship,  and  immediately  after,  one 
hundred  showed  themselves  and  commenced  battle. 
There  were  but  five  guns  in  the  camp  of  the  Winne- 
bagoes,  and  most  of  these  empty,  so  that  but  feeble  re- 
sistance was  made.  Two  of  the  Sacs  only  were  killed. 

We  find  the  above  in  the  Miner’s  Free  Press,  of 
Thursday  last.  We  learn  from  those  acquainted  with 
the  Indians  that  the  assailing  party  are  notin  all  pro- 
bability Sacs  and  Foxes.  They  are  thought  to  be  a 
part  of  the  prophet’s  band  of  Winnebagoes,  who  are 
most  of  the  time  with  the  Sacs  and  Foxes.  The  In- 
dians that  were  attacked  and  killed  are  said  to  be  a 
part  of  Dekorre’s  band.  There  has  for  a number  of 
years  been  a feud  existing  between  the  bands  of  Win- 
nebagoes under  charge  of  Dekorre  and  the  prophet. 

[Madison,  W.  T.  Enquirer,  Nov.  16. 

Florida.  The  St.  Augustine  Herald  of  the  21st  No- 
vember states  that  col.  Twiggs,  of  the  2d  dragoons, 
arrived  at  Garey’s  ferry  on  Sunday,  with  reinforce- 
ments for  his  regiment. 

The  same  paper  states  that  the  U.  States  steamer 
Poinsett,  commander  Mayo,  arrived  at  St.  Augustine 
on  the  17th  from  Key  Biscayne,  all  well. 

Accounts  received  at  Savannah  from  Black  creek 
state  that  captain  Searle,  quartermasters  U.  S.  army, 
on  his  way  from  St.  Augustine  to  Picolata,  was  fired 
at  by  Indians  on  the  25th  ult.  while  in  the  public  car- 
riage, and  dangerously  wounded  in  the  hip.  His  life 
is  despaired  of. 

A tailor  belonging  to  Black  creek,  name  unknown, 
who  was  in  the  rear  of  the  carriage,  on  horse  back, 
was  first  shot.  He  ran  his  horse  about  a mile,  when 
captain  Searle  stopped  the  carriage  and  took  him  in. 
He  died  soon  after  reaching  Weedman’s  plantation. 
The  attack  was  made  about  six  miles  from  St.  Augus- 
tine—number  of  Indians  unknown. 

ARMY. 

At  the  last  session  of  congress,  the  senate  adopt- 
ed a very  comprehensive  resolution  relative  to  the 
defences  of  the  country,  calling  upon  the  executive 
for  information  under  the  several  heads  of  fortifica- 
tions, armaments,  arsenals,  magazines,  foundries, 
steam- batteries,  ships  of  war,  navy  yards  and  docks, 
with  a view  to  placing  the  frontier,  maritime]  and 
inland,  in  a proper  state  of  preparation  for  defence. 
We  understand  that  a mixed  board  of  military  and 
naval  officers  will  soon  be  organized  in  Washington 
to  take  this  important  subject  into  consideration. — 
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Colonel  Totten,  chief  engineer,  col.  Thayer,  of  the 
corps  of  engineers,  col.  Cross,  assistant  quartermas- 
ter general;  and  lieut.  col.  Talcott,  acting  chief  of 
the  ordnance  department,  have  been  appointed  by 
the  secretary  of  war  to  unite  with  such  officers  of 
the  navy  as  shall  be  selected  from  that  branch  of  ser- 
vice to  complete  the  hoard. 

[ Army  and  Navi  Chronicle. 

General  orders,  No.  60.  Head  quarters  of  the  ar- 
ray. Adjutant  general's  office.  Washington,  Nov.  22, 
1S39.  1.  It  being  ascertained  that  the  “Soldier’s 

Book”  cannot  be  furnished  for  twenty- cents,  the 
price  heretofore  specified,  the  requisite  deduction  of 
twenty-five  cents  for  the  same  will  be  made  agreea- 
bly to  regulations,  after  the  1st  day  of  January,  1840. 

"2.  That  part  of  the  regulations  promulgated  in 
“ general  orders,”  No.  26,  of  April  23d,  respecting 
the  disposition  to  be  made  of  “amounts  collected  by 
paymasters”  on  account  of  the  “Soldier’s  Book,”  is 
modified  as  follows: — Instead  of  the  paymasters  de- 
positing semi-annually  to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer 
of  the  United  States  the  amounts  deducted  by  them 
for  the  book,  the  paymaster  general  will  report  to 
the  2d  auditor  the  whole  amount  of  the  deductions 
stated  on  the  pay  rolls  for  tnis  object,  Vide  •• gene- 
ral order,”  No.  54,  of  October  22d,  1839. 

By  order  of  major  gen.  Macomb: 

R.  JONES,  adjt.  gen. 

An  order  issued  from  Fort  White,  “head  quarters, 
army  of  the  south”  27th  Oct.  1839,  says:  Incon- 
sequence of  the  unparalleled  sickness  among  the 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  regular  army  in  Florida, 
col.  John  Warren’s  command  will  be  increased  to  a 
full  regiment.  In  addition  to  the  five  companies 
now  in  service,  three  others  will  be  raised.  One  of 
these  will  be  under  the  command  of  Mr.  C.  H. 
Goldsborough.  To  complete  the  regiment  under 
col.  Warren,  captains  Curry  and  Tyner  are  placed 
under  his  command,  and  will  make  their  reports,  re- 
turns. &c.  to  him. 

General  Staff — Major  L.  Thomas,  A.  A.  G.  has 
repaired  to  Florida  to  supply  the  place  of  capt.  G. 
H.  Griffin,  deceased;  and  capt.  W.  W.  S.  Bliss  will 
succeed  major  Thomas  in  the  office  of  the  adjutant 
general. 

Quartermaster’s  department — Major  Thomas  F. 
Hunt  has  been  appointed  deputy  Q.  M.  G.  vice  It. 
col.  Brant,  resigned;  captain  S.  Mcltee  quartermas- 
ter, vice  Hunt,  promoted.  Lieuts.  S.  M.  Plummer, 
1st  infantry,  and  A.  C.  Myers,  4th  infantry  assistant 
quartermasters,  vice  McCrabb,  deceased,  and  Mc- 
Kee, promoted. 

Corps  of  engineers. — Lieut.  Beauregard,  relieved 
from  duty  at  Fort  Adams,  and  directed  to  report  to 
maj.  Chase  for  duty  at  Pensacola. 

A detachment  of  United  States  dragoons,  com- 
manded by  captain  Burchell,  left  Carlisle  a few  days 
since,  for  Fort  Wayne,  on  the  Arkansas. 

NAVAL. 

Commodore  E.  P.  Kennedy  has  been  appointed 
to  the  command  of  the  Washington  navy  yard,  vice 
commodore  Patterson,  deceased. 

Commodore  James  Renshaw  is  appointed  to  the 
command  of  the  New  York  navy  yard  and  station, 
vice  commodore  Ridgely,  who  hoists  his  broad  pen- 
dant on  board  the  frigate  United  States  as  comman- 
der of  our  naval  forces  on  the  coast  of  Brazil. 

Navy  orders. — Nov.  13 — Ass’t  sur.  H.  D.  Talia- 
ferro, schr.  Flirt. 

Lieut.  R.  W.  Meade,  navy  yard,  New  York. 

Mid.  C.  R.  Howard,  detached  from  schr.  Wave. 

Prof.  D.  McClure,  naval  school,  Philadelphia. 

Mid.  N.  Collins,  W.  L.  Blanton,  W.  H.  Macomb, 
W.  R.  H.  McKenney,  S.  J.  Shipley,  A.  Harrel,  M. 
B.  Woolsey,  A.  H.  Jenkins,  S.  D.  Trenchard,  I.  N. 
Brown,  R.  M Bowland,  naval  school,  at  the  asy- 
lum, near  Philadelphia. 

14 —  Lieut.  F.  Chatard,  leave  two  months,  having 
returned  from  the  coast  of  Brazil  in  bad  health. 

P.  Mid.  R.  L.  Tilghinan  rec’g  ship,  Boston. 

P.  Mid.  D.  F.  Dulany,  leave  3 months;  having  re- 
turned from  West  Indies  sick. 

15 —  Lt.  J.  R.  Sands,  detached  from  rendezvous, 
New  York. 

18 — Mid.  E.  L.  Winder,  schr.  Flirt. 

Nov.  22.  Lieufs.  H.  Eagle,  and  H.  W.  Morris, 
rendezvous.  New  York. 

Lieut.  H.  A.  Adams,  receiving  ship,  New  York. 

23 — Acting  master  Thos.  Goin,  rendezvous,  do. 
List  of  officers  ordered  to  the  frigate  United  States. 

Commodore  Charles  G.  Ridgely,  commander  of 
naval  forces  on  the  coast  of  Brazil. 

Captain  Lawrence  Kearny. 

Lieutenants,  L.  M.  Goldsboroueh,  John  Marston, 
W.  S.  Ogden,  H.  H.  Bell,  A.  B.  Fairfax,  C.  H. 
Kennedy,  John  DeCamp. 

Fleet  surgeon,  A.  A.  Adee;  ass’t  surgeons,  W.  J. 
Powell,  E.  H.  Conway;  purser,  S.  P.  Todd,  master, 
H.  French. 

Passed  midshipmen,  G.  W.  Grant,  W.  S.  Ring- 
gold,  G.  W.  Doty,  H.T.  Wingate,  H.  P.  Robertson. 


Midshipmen,  H.  Tillotson,  D.  R Lambert,  T.  M. 
Crossan,  T.  L.  Dance,  C.  Weston,  John  Stuart,  J. 
S.  Taylor,  E.  Higgins,  C.  C.  Simms,  F.  M.  Hum- 
phrey, R.  Randolph,  R.  C.  Rodgers,  J.  D.  Bullock, 
R.  W.  Shufeldt,  M.  C.  Perry. 

Professor  of  mathematics,  Joel  Grant. 

Boatswain,  V.  R.  Hall;  gunner,  E.  W.  Disney; 
carpenter,  D.  Marple;  sailmaker,  J.  Faxton. 

Marine  officer,  1st  lieut.  T.  A.  Brady. 

U.  S.  vessels  of  war  reported. 

Mediterranean  squadron — Ship  of  the  line 
Ohio,  and  sloop  Cyane,  at  Mahon,  Sept.  29,  from 
the  Levant,  to  sail  in  a few  days  on  a short  cruise — 
all  well. 

Brazil  squadron — Razee  Independence  re- 
mained at  Rio  Janeiro,  Oct.  5. 

West  India  squadron — The  following  is  a list 
of  the  officers  attached  to  the  U.  S.  ship  Warren. 

Wm.  A.  Spencer,  esq.  commander;  lieutenants, 
James  J.  Gerry,  Joseph  Lanman,  John  R.  Tucker, 
Dan.B.  Ridgely,  (acting);  acting  master,  James  W. 
Cooke;  purser,  Thomas  M.  Taylor;  surgeon,  Daniel 
Egbert;  ass’t  sur.  Augustus  F.  Lawyer;  midship- 
men, Stephen  D.  Vallette,  Wm.E.  Boudinot,  John 
Guest,  Felix  G.  Mayson,  Wm.  A.  Webb,  G.  D.  Le- 
moine;  prof,  mathematics,  Mordecai  Yarnall;  -cap- 
tain’s clerk,  Joseph  Gideon;  boatswain,  Jas.  Bray; 
gunner,  Joseph  W.  Pennington;  sailmaker,  Madison 
Wheeden. 

The  U.  S.  schr.  Otsego,  lieut.  Shubrick,  arrived 
at  Key  West  on  the  morning  of  the  2d  Nov. 

The  light  ship  Key  West,  after  undergoing  repairs 
has  again  been  placed  on  her  station  in  the  North 
West  Pass. 

The  Levant  and  Erie.  Extract  of  a letter,  dated 
Pensacola,  November  5th,  1839.  “The  U.  S.  ships 
of  war  Levant  and  Erie,  went  to  sea  on  Sunday  last, 
the  Macedonian  and  French  frigate  La  Gloire,'  went 
out  on  Monday.  Their  move  was  hasty  and  unex- 
pected, in  consequence  of  the  yellow  fever  having 
made  its  appearance  among  the  shipping.  The  car- 
penter of  the  Erie;  Mr.  Fitch,  professor  of  mathe- 
matics, of  the  Levant;  Mr.  William  A.  Green,  of 
the  Macedonian,  recently  of  the  Vandalia,  and  a few 
men  have  fallen  victims,  their  cases  terminating 
hastily  and  with  black  vomit.  On  the  second  day 
at  sea,  the  disease  increasing  on  board  the  Levant, 
commodore  Shubrick  ordered  her  into  this  port  to 
land  the  sick  at  the  hospital.  The  officers  now  at 
the  hospital  are  Dr.  Patten,  lieutenant  Lee,  midship- 
man Hays,  Mr.  Stoneall,  ^captain’s  clerk),  of  the 
Levant,  professor  Nooney,  of  the  Erie,  with  a num- 
ber of  men. 

“Since  the  Levant  returned,  she  has  had  some 
cases,  but  not  of  a severe  character.  This  is  owing 
to  the  judicious  course  pursued  by  her  commander, 
capt.  Smoot,  who  having  been  refused  the  use  of  the 
navy  yard,  took  his  ship  near  to  Fort  Pickens,  on  the 
island  of  Santa  Rosa,  capt.  Chase,  of  the  army  hav- 
ing politely  and  kindly  allowed  the  fort  to  be  used. 
Such  measures  have  been  taken  as  have  had,  with 
the  assistance  of  the  cool  weather,  a beneficial  in- 
fluence, and  I am  happy  to  say,  that  for  the  last  few 
days,  there  have  been  no  new  cases  among  the  ship- 
ping- ' , 

“P.  S.  The  Macedonian,  with  commodore  Shu- 
brick’s  family  on  board,  are  at  sea;  of  course  we 
know  nothing  of  their  condition.  The  Ontario  has 
a new  disease,  the  Nassau  fever:  I pray  it  is  not  the 
yellow  fever.  [ Norfolk  Herald. 

The  following  correspondence,  as  will  be  seen  by 
the  dates  of  the  letters,  has  recently  taken  place 
between  the  American  Institute  and  com.  Ridgely, 
U.  S.  navy: 

Repository  of  the  American  Institute, 
New  York , Oct.  31,  1839. 

Sir:  The  members  of  the  institute  regret  fhat 
you  were  unavoidably  prevented  from  attending  the 
closing  ceremonials  of  the  twelfth  annual  fair.  It 
was  intended  that  the  formal  presentation  of  the 
gold  medal  awarded  you  at  the  eleventh  annual  fair, 
as  exhibitor  of  the  United  States  ship  Ohio,  con- 
structed by  Henry  Eckford,  should  have  constituted 
a part  of  the  closing  exercise  of  the  last  fair,  and 
that  the  performance  of'  the  part  of  the  institute 
should  have  been  through  genera!  Tallmadge,  the 
president,  in  view  of  the  audience  convened.  As 
you  were  not  present  on  this  occasion,  I have  been 
requested,  on  behalf  of  the  institute,  to  transmit 
the  medal  to  you.  Your  very  obedient  servant, 

T.  B.  Wakeman,  cor.  sec. 

To  com.  Charles  G.  Ridgely. 

U-  S.  navy  yard,  New  York  Nov.  6,  1S39. 

Sir:  I have  been  honored  by  the  receipt  of  a let- 
ter from  you,  of  the  31st  ultimo,  as  corresponding 
secretary  to  the  twelfth  annual  fair  of  the  American 
Institute,  accompanied  by  a splendid  wrought  gold 
medal,  awarded  me  by  the  president  and  members 
of  the  eleventh  annual  fair.  I am  highly  gratified 
that  on  its  rim  I find  placed  “commodore  Ridgely, 


exhibitor,  Henry  Eckford  constructor,”  for  to  the  lat- 
ter is  the  nation  indebted  for  that  incomparable  spe- 
cimen of  naval  architecture. 

This  noble  ship,  the  Ohio,  is  now  afloat  in  the 
Mediterranean,  and  her  gallant  commander,  com. 
Hull,  is  the  very  best  assurance  you  can  have  that 
the  motto  which  you  have  selected  and  placed  on 
the  medal — “U.  S.  ship  Ohio,  the  best  specimen  of 
naval  architecture.  Let  her  float  in  triumph  or  sink 
with  the  brave” — will,  whenever  required,  be  car- 
ried out  to  the  very  letter. 

I pray  you  to  assuie  “gen,  Tallmadge  and  the 
members”  of  my  most  grateful  regards  for  this  high 
mark  of  distinction;  and  to  yourself,  you  must  per- 
mit me  to  express  how  much  I am  gratified  for  the 
courteous  manner  in  which  it  was  presented  to  me. 
I am,  dear  sir,  very  sincerely,  your  friend  and  obe- 
dient servant,  Chas.  G.  Ridgely. 

T.  B.  Wakeman,  esq.  cor.  sec.  American  In.  N.  Y. 

We  received  yesterday  a letter  from  an  officer  of 
the  United  States  navy,  at  Pensacola,  containing 
the  following  melancholy  list  of  deaths,  and  though 
some  of  them  have  already  been  published,  we  give 
the  letter  as  we  received  it. 

Died,  at  the  Naval  hospital,  Pensacola,  on  the  8th 
November,  after  an  illness  of  five  days,  Walter 
William  Hays,  from  New  York,  of  yellow'  fever. 

At  a meeting  of  the  midshipmen  of  the  United 
States  ship  Levant,  held  on  the  9th  November,  it 
was  resolved,  that  as  a testimony  of  respect  to  the 
memory  of  their  deceased  companion  and  messmate, 
they  do  wear  the  usual  badge  of  mourning  for  the 
customary  period. 

Died,  on  the  26th  October,  at  the  Naval  hospital, 
Pensacola,  of  yellow  fever,  William  A.  Green,  as- 
sistant surgeon,  U.  S.  navy. 

At  the  Naval  hospital,  Pensacola,  on  the  17th  Oc- 
tober, Elisha  Fitch,  professor  of  mathematics,  U.  S. 
navy,  of  yellow  fever. 

The  Macedonian  frigate,  Ontario,  Levant,  Erie 
and  Warren  sloops  of  war,  are  now  in  port,  prepar- 
ing for  sea,  destination  unknown  at  present.  There 
are  now'  at  the  hospital  seven  or  eight  officers  and 
thirty  men,  under  the  influence  of  the  prevailing 
sickness.  We  hear  less  of  the  fever  every  day,  and 
it  is  evidently  on  the  decrease;  in  fact  no  apprehen- 
sion need  be  entertained  from  exposure  to  its  viru- 
lence. One  day  or  two  more  of  cold  weather,  and 
it  will  leave  us,  never  more,  we  trust,  to  return. 
Respectfully  yours. 

November  14.  I have  opened  this  to  announce  to 
you  the  death  of  passed  midshipman  Stephen  D. 
Wilkinson,  of  yellow  fever,  which  occurred  yester- 
day morning,  at  Pensacola. 

God  grant  that  I may  close  this,  without  having 
the  pain  to  record  another.  [W.  Y.  Gazette. 


TWENTY-SIXTH  CONGRESS— 1st  SESSION. 

IN  SENATE. 

December  2.  Conformably  to  the  constitution, 
the  senate  convened  this  day,  Mr.  King,  president 
pro  tem.  in  the  chair.  The  credentials  of  Mr.  Tup- 
pan,  of  Ohio,  Mr.  White,  of  Indiana,  and  Mr.  Betts, 
of  Connecticut,  having  been  duly  presented  and 
read,  they  were  severally  qualified  and  took  their 
seats.  There  were  present — 

From  Maine — Mr.  Ruggles  and  Mr.  Williams. 

N.  Hampshire — Mr.  Hubbard  and  Mr.  Pierce. 

Massachusetts— Mr.  Davis. 

Rhode  Island — Mr.  Knight. 

Connecticut — Mr.  Betts. 

New  York — Mr.  Wright. 

New  Jersey — Mr.  Southard  and  Mr.  Wall. 

Pennsylvania — Mr.  Buchannan. 

Delaware — Mr.  Clayton. 

Virginia — Mr.  Roane. 

North  Carolina — Mr.  Brown. 

South  Carolina—  Mr.  Calhoun. 

Georgia — Mr.  Lumpkin. 

Kentucky — Mr.  Clay  and  Mr.  Crittenden. 

Tennessee — Mr.  White. 

Ohio-^ Mr.  Allen  and  Mr.  Tappan. 

Indiana — Mr.  Smith  and  Mr.  White. 

Mississippi — Mr.  Walker. 

Illinois— Mr.  Robinson  and  Mr.  Young. 

Alabama — Mr.  Clay  and  Mr.  King. 

Missouri — Mr.  Benfon  and  Mr.  Linn. 

Arkansas — Mr.  Fulton. 

Michigan — Mr.  Norvell. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Walker,  the  secretary  of  the 
senate  wa3  directed  to  acquaint  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives that  the  senate  has  formed  a quorum, 
and  is  read}-  to  proceed  to  business. 

On  motion,  a committee  was  appointed,  (by  the 
chair),  consisting  of  Mr.  Wright  and  Mr.  Allen  on 
the  part  of  the  senate,  to  join  such  committee  as 
may  be  appointed  by  the  house  of  reprepresenta- 
tives,  to  wait  on  the  president  of  the  United  States 
and  inform  him  that  quorums  of  both  houses  had 
assembled,  and  that  they  were  ready  to  receive  any 
communication  hd  might  be  pleased  to  make. 
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Mr.  Benton  then  gave  notice  that  he  would  on  to- 
morrow introduce  a bill  for  the  summary  recovery 
and  collection  of  small  notes  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. The  senate  then  adjourned. 

December  3.  Mr.  Merrick,  of  Maryland,  appear- 
ed and  took  his  seat. 

Some  conversation  took  place  in  regard  to  the 
appointment  of  doorkeeper  and  chaplain.  The  for- 
mer under  the  rules,  is  appointed  on  the  2d  Mon- 
day in  December,  and  the  senate  acquiesced  in  the 
proposition  to  defer  the  latter  to  the  same  day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hubbard,  the  time  of  meeting 
was  fixed  at  12  o’clock  until  further  ordered. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

December  4.  Mr.  Benton  submitted  several  reso- 
tions,  observing  that  it  would  be  as  well  to  commu- 
nicate them  as  an  initiatory  step  to  procure  infor- 
mation for  subsequent  legislative  action,  viz: 

A resolution  requesting  the  president  of  the  U. 
States  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  senate  copies  of 
records  and  all  the  proceedings  of  the  court  of  in- 
quiry and  of  the  court  martial  held  at  St.  Louis  on 
lieut.  col.  Brant,  and  a copy  of  his  resignation,  and 
all  the  papers  connected  therewith. 

Also,  a resolution  calling  for  the  names  of  all  the 
banks  in  the  United  States  which  may  have  stopped 
payments  during  the  suspension  of  1839,  also  those 
that  did  not  stop,  also  the  banks  that  have  refused 
to  pay  the  government  in  specie  when  demanded, 
with  all  the  circumstances  of  such  failure,  and  the 
correspondence  to  which  it  led;  also  whether  any  of 
the  departments  have  information  or  have  cause  to 
believe  that  any  of  the  government  creditors  have 
been  paid  in  depreciated  currency  since  the  general 
resumption  of  1838. 

Also,  a resolution  calling  on  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  to  communicate — 

1st.  The  articles  of  foreign  import  that  may  have 
been  manufactured  into  a different  article  in  the  U. 
States,  and  allowed  a drawback  on  being  exported; 
and  the  value  of  such  imports  and  exports;  the 
amount  of  duties  received,  and  drawback  paid,  from 
the  year  1833  to  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  1839. 

2d.  The  amount  of  drawback  which  would  have 


A bill  to  relinquish  to  Alabama  the  two  per  cent 
fund  for  the  purposes  of  internal  improvement. 

A bill  to  discontinue  the  office  of  surveyor  gene 
ral  as  soon  as  surveys  are  completed,  and  to  abolish 
the  office  of  solicitor  of  the  general  land  office. 

Mr.  Norvell  also  gave  notice  that  he  would  em- 
brace the  earliest  period  to  introduce  several  bills 
among  which  are — 

A bill  making  grants  of  land  to  certain  states  for 
purposes  of  internal  improvement;  and 

A bill  granting  land  to  Michigan,  to  aid  that  state 
in  the  construction  of  a canal  around  the  falls  of  St 
Marie. 

And  then  the  senate  adjourned 

December  5.  Mr.  Spence,  of  Maryland,  appeared 
and  took  his  seat. 

The  chair  announced  the  reception  of  a commti 
nication  from  the  treasurer  of  the  United  Slates 
which  would  remain  on  the  table  unopened  until 
after  the  receipt  of  the  president’s  message. 

The  resolutions  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  Ben- 
ton were  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Benton  gave  notice  that  he  would,  at  the  pro- 
per time,  bring  in  a bill  to  repeal  the  duty  on  lm 
ported  salt,  fkc. 

Mr.  Ctay,  of  Alabama,  gave  notice  of  his  intention, 
of  introducing  several  bills  relating  to  the  interests 
of  Alabama  and  the  citizens  thereof;  also,  that 
granting  to  states  and  incorporated  companies  the 
right  of  way  through  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  Norvell  gave  notice  that  he  should  ask  leave 
to  introduce  a bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
completion  of  certain  roads  commenced  by  the  U. 
States  in  the  state  of  Michigan 

Mr.  Fulton  also  gave  notice  in  relation  to  several 
bills,  among  others,  that  to  set  apart  a belt  of  land 
on  the  borders  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas  as  a boun- 
ty to  settlers  engaged  in  the  defence  of  the  frontier. 

And  then  the  senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

[During  the  day,  every  representative  and  dele 
gate  belonging  to  the  house  was  present,  except 
Mr.  Kempshall,  (whig),  from  New  York,  who,  the 


been  payable  on  such  exportations  if  the  act  of ! National  Intelligencer  observes,  was  detained  at 


March  2d,  1833,  (commonly  called  the  compromise 
act),  for  the  reduction  of  duties,  had  provided  for  a 
reduction  of  drawback  in  proportion  to  the  periodi- 
cal reduction  of  duties. 

3d.  The  probable  quantities  and  value  of  such 
exports  and  imports,  and  amount  of  duties  receiva- 
ble, and  of  drawbacks  payable  thereon,  from  the 
year  1840  to  the  consummation  of  the  compromise 
act  in  1842,  and  for  one  year  thereafter,  provided 
the  same  act  remains  as  it  is. 

4th.  The  same  quantities,  value  and  duties,  for 
the  same  time,  which  will  be  payable  if  the  draw- 
back underwent  reduction  proportionate  to  the  re- 
duction of  the  duty. 

5th.  A table  of  recapitulation  and  comparison, 
showing  the  annual  difference  and  the  aggregate 
difference  between  the  amounts  of  drawback  paid 
and  payable  under  said  act,  from  1833  to  1842,  and 
a year  thereafter,  if  the  act  remained  as  it  is;  and 
the  amount  that  would  have  been  paid  if  the  draw- 
back had  been  subject  to  reduction  in  proportion  to 
the  reduction  of  duties  from  the  date  of  the  act. 

Also,  another  resolution  calling  on  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  for  information  in  relatisi  to  the  im- 
position of  tolls,  and  the  annual  amount  collected  on 
all  vessels  passing  the  Louisville  and  Portland  ca- 
nal; together  with  the  amount  of  dividends  belong- 
ing to  the  United  States,  and  the  amount  paid  upon 
them,  See. 

Mr.  Crittenden  said  he  had  prepared  a bill  in  rela- 
tion to  the  subject  of  this  resolution,  which  he  gave 
notice  he  would  bring  forward  at  as  early  a period 
as  practicable,  to  authorise  the  United  States  to  pur- 
chase the  stock  of  the  Louisville  and  Portland  ca- 
nal. 

Mr.  Walker  gave  notice  that  he  would,  at  the 
earliest  period  when  it  was  in  order,  ask  leave  to  in- 
troduce the  following  bills. 

1st.  A bill  to  provide  for  a standing  and  perma- 
nent pre-emption  system,  with  sales  also  to  actual 
settlers  at  reduced  prices. 

2d.  A bill  to  relinquish  to  the  state  of  Missis- 
sippi the  two  per  cent,  fund  arising  under  her  com- 
pact for  admission  into  the  union. 

3J.  A bill  to  cede  to  the  state  of  Mississippi  a 
quantity  of  public  lands  equal  to  that  heretofore 
granted  to  the  state  of  Ohio  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
ternal improvement. 

4th.  A bill  to  authorise  the  substitution  of  other 
land  in  place  of  school  sections  which  are  useless 
or  unproductive. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  at  the  same  time  gave  a 
similar  notice  in  relation  to  a large  number  of  bills. 
Those  of  a public  nature  were: 

A bill  for  the  reduction  and  graduation  of  the 
price  of  the  public  lands. 


home  by  circumstances  which  no  true-hearted  man 
will  blame  him  for  yielding  to. 

The  delegates  from  territories  in  congress,  are 
from  Florida,  Mr.  Downing;  from  Wisconsin,  Mr. 
Doty;  from  Iowa,  Mr.  Chapman. 

Mr.  C.  J.  Ingersoll,  claiming  the  seat  of  Mr. 
Naylor,  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Messrs.  Dickerson, 
Ryall,  Cooper,  Kille  and  Vroom,  contesting  the 
seats  of  the  New  Jersey  members,  were  said  to  be 
in  the  hall.] 

Monday,  Dec.  2.  An  unusually  full  assemblage 
of  members  elect  of  the  house  of  representatives 
being  convened  in  the  hall,  at  twmlve  o’clock  pre- 
cisely the  clerk  of  the  house  at  the  last  session, 
Hugh  A.  Garland,  esq.  (who  continues  to  be  clerk 
until  another  election  is  made  to  that  office),  rose 
at  his  desk,  and  said  that,  in  conformity  with  the 
practice  heretofore  observed,  he  was  now  ready,  if 
it  was  the  pleasure  of  the  house,  to  call  a list  which 
he  had  formed  of  members  elect  of  the  house  of 
representatives  for  the  twenty-sixth  congress,  at 
this  its  first  session. 

No  objections  being  made,  the  roll  was  com- 
menced, and  the  members  of  the  several  New  Eng- 
land states,  and  also  those  from  the  state  of  New 
York,  having  answered  to  their  names. 

The  clerk  next  proceeded  to  the  state  of  New 
Jersey,  and  called  the  name  of  Joseph  F.  Randolph. 
Having  done  so,  he  paused  and  3tated  that  there 
were  five  of  the  seats  belonging  to  representatives 
of  this  state  which  were  contested,  and,  not  feeling 
it  to  be  his  duty  to  decide  the  question  of  a right 
to  them,  he  would,  if  such  a course  should  be  ap- 
proved by  the  house,  pass  over  the  remaining  names 
until  the  other  states  should  have  been  gone  through 
with;  after  which  he  would  submit  such  evidence 
as  was  in  his  possession  touching  the  rights  of  the 
several  claimants  to  seats  from  that  state. 

Many  voices  cried  “agreed!  agreed!” 

Mr.  Win.  Cost  Johnson  objected  to  having  the 
state  passed  over  until  it  was  decided  who  were  her 
representatives  in  this  congress. 

Mr.  Maxwell,  of  New  Jersey,  now  rose  and  ad- 
dressed the  house  for  a few  minutes;  objecting  to 
the  course  of  passing  over  the  state  of  New  Jersey 
in  calling  the  roll.  He  demanded  that  the  evidences 
of  the  titles  to  seats  from  New  Jersey,  which  were 
in  possession  of  the  clerk,  should  be  read;  and  if 
no  flaw  was  to  be  found  in  the  certificates  of  elec- 
tion of  himself  and  colleagues,  that  they  should  be 
admitted  to  equal  rights  with  other  members,  none 
of  whom  would  have  higher  pretensions,  on  this 
floor. 

The  clerk  then  staled  that  he  had  a certificate  of 
the  governor  of  New  Jersey  declaring  William 


Halsted  (whose  name  stood  next  upon  the  roll)  to 
have  been  duly  elected  a representative  from  that 
state. 

Cries  of  “read!  read!” 

The  clerk  thereupon  read  Mr.  Halsted’s  certi- 
ficate, and  then  declared  that  he  had  in  his  hands 
other  certificates  in  precisely  the  same  form  in  fa- 
vor of  John  B.  Aycrigg,  J.  P.  B.  Maxwell,  Thos. 
Jones  Yorke,  and  Charles  C.  Stratton. 

Mr.  Mercer  moved  for  the  reading  of  the  law  of 
New  Jersey  on  the  subject  of  congressional  elec- 
tions. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson  objected  to  having  the  law  read 
until  the  evidence  in  favor  of  any  other  claimants 
to  the  seats  had  first  been  read. 

Mr.  Mercer  said  that  the  object  of  his  motion 
had  simply  been  that  the  law  and  the  testimony  in 
the  case  might  be  presented  together. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson  insisted  that  all  the  evidence 
on  both  sides  should  first  be  heard;  after  which  he 
had  no  objections  to  the  reading  of  the  law. 

Mr.  Vanderpoel,  of  New  York,  also  urged  the 
propriety  of  submitting  all  the  facts  first,  and  then 
the  law  which  related  to  me  case.  ir. 
that  there  was  conflicting  testimony  in  relation  to 
a right  to  these  seats  in  the  hands  of  the  clerk;  the 
testimony  on  one  side  had  been  read,  let  that  on 
the  other  be  read  also. 

Mr.  Tillinghast,  of  Rhode  Island,  said  it  would 
make  not  the  slightest  difference  which  was  read 
first — since  all  would  doubtless,  sooner  or  later,  be 
read;  the  order  was  immaterial.  But  the  call  had 
been  made  for  the  law  of  New  Jersey,  in  order  that 
it  might  be  decided  what  sort  of  evidence  could  be 
read,  from  either  party,  in  conformity  with  the  law. 
He  therefore  should  consider  it  more  convenient 
that  the  law  should  be  read  at  once,  in  order  to  de- 
termine that  point. 

Mr.  Jenifer,  of  Maryland,  said  he  understood  the 
clerk  to  say  that  he  had  received  five  other  certi- 
ficates in  the  same  form  with  that  which  had  been 
just  read;  were  there  any  more  than  these  six?  If 
not,  why  did  he  not  call  the  names  of  the  other  cer- 
tified members,  as  he  had  that  of  Mr.  Randolph. 

Mr.  Rives,  of  Virginia  recommended  that  this 
whole  matter  be  laid  upon  the  table  until  a quorum 
of  the  house  should  have  been  obtained;  then  there 
would  be  a house  which  could  do  something;  till 
then  nothing  could  be  done,  because  there  was  no 
house  to  do  it.  He  thought  gentlemen  on  both  sides 
had  better,  at  once,  acquiesce  in  this  course  by  ge- 
neral consent.  When  there  was  a house  of  repre- 
sentatives, although  it  might  not  yet  be  regularly 
organized,  a question  could  be  put  and  decided;  now 
no  question  could  even  be  put. 

Mr.  Maxwell  again  spoke,  again  insisting  on  an 
immediate  decision  on  the  rights  of  those  who  had 
presented  regular  credentials  to  take  their  seats. 

The  clerk  now  said  that  there  were  three  distinct 
propositions,  on  which  the  house  was  requested  to 
vote:  first,  that  the  law  of  New  Jersey,  touching 
elections,  be  now  read;  secondly,  that  the  testimo- 
ny in  favor  of  the  opposing  claimants  be  first  read; 
and  thirdly,  that  the  whole  subject  be,  forthe  pre- 
sent, laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Wise.  Who  are  to  vote  to  lay  it  on  the  fable? 
Is  there  a quorum  of  members  called?  If  not,  are 
less  than  a quorum  to  vote?  If  any  question  shall 
be  put  before  we  have  a quorum  of  members  whose 
seats  are  not  disputed,  we  shall  get  into  endless  con- 
fusion. 

The  clerk  said  that,  if  he  was  permitted  to  reply, 
he  would  state  it  as  his  own  judgment  that  there 
was  no  possible  mode  of  deciding  on  the  admission 
of  claimants  to  the  remaining  seats  of  the  New  Jer- 
sey delegation  until  the  calling  of  the  roll  should  have 
been  gone  through  with.  This  could  be  done  only 
by  general  consent. 

Mr.  Wise.  Does  that  mean  universal  consent? 
If  any  one  objected,  could  it  still  be  done?  Were 
those  who  claimed  seats  to  vote  on  that  question? 

The  clerk  declined  deciding  in  the  case. 

Mr.  Mercer  objected  to  the  proposal  of  his  col- 
league, (Mr.  Rives),  who  seemed  to  desire  that  the 
house  should  vote  to  lay  a subject  on  the  table  be- 
fore it  was  ascertained  whethere  there  was  a quo- 
rum present.  He  had  desired  to  have  the  law  of 
New  Jersey  read  before  the  remaining  testimony  in 
the  hands  of  the  clerk,  but  he  should  not  insist  upon 
this:  if  gentlemen  preferred  it,  let  all  the  testimony 
be  first  gone  through  with. 

Mr.  Rives  explained.  He  had  not  proposed  that 
a vote  should  be  taken,  but  that,  by  general  con- 
sent, the  question  in  relation  to  these  seats  should 
for  the  present  be  laid  aside.  He  hoped  that  such 
would  be  the  disposition  of  all  present.  When 
the  roll  had  been  gone  through  wilh,  it  would 
doubtless  appear  that  a quorum  was  present.  The 
house  could  then  return  to  this  subject,  take  it  up, 
hear  the  evidence  and  the  law,  and  come  to  a cor- 
rect decision. 
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Mr.  Hoffman,  of  New  York,  said  that  the  propo- 
sition was  to  proceed  and  complete  the  calling  of 
“the  roll.”  Of  what  roll?  Who  were  members  of 
the  house?  Who  but  such  as  held  the  regular  legal 
certificates  of  their  election  by  the  people?  Mr. 
H.  asked  the  clerk  by  what  right  he  had  called  his 
own  name?  Was  it  not  on  the  regular  legal  evi- 
dence of  his  election?  And  if  the  gentlemen  from 
New  Jersey  produced  the  same  evidence,  had  they 
not  the  same  right  to  their  seats?  If,  indeed,  there 
were  two  sets  of  claimants,  and  both  produced  the 
certificates  of  the  governor,  in  conformity  with  the 
law  of  their  state,  then  there  might  be  room  to  he- 
sitate; otherwise,  how  could  there  be?  If  the  laws 
of  New  Jersey  declared  that,  to  entitle  a man  to 
act  as  its  representative  in  congress,  he  must  have 
a certificate,  signed  by  the  governor,  that  he  had 
been  duly  elected,  would  the  clerk  dare  to  insert 
upon  his  roll  the  name  of  any  man  not  bringing 
such  a certificate?  Suppose  a set  of  men  should 
get  together,  and  draw  up  depositions  that  Mr.  H. 
had  not  been  duly  elected  by  the  people,  would  the 

clerk,  on  such  denositir.no.  >iy»  fy  “j*at ,tho.  “om 

luissiuii  ivir.  H.  presented  to  him  in  due  form  of 
law,  and  refuse  to  place  his  name  upon  the  roll? 
He  insisted  on  the  reading  of  the  New  Jersey  law; 
they  had  no  right,  on  the  threshold,  to  pass  it  over, 
and  disregard  its  provisions.  They  had  no  right  to 
set  aside  or  postpone  the  claims  of  men  presenting 
themselves  as  the  representatives  of  a sovereign 
state,  and  bringing  in  their  hands  the  legal  proofs  of 
their  official  character  and  rights. 

Mr.  Halsted,  of  New  Jersey,  said  that  he  de- 
manded, as  the  representative  of  one  of  the  sove- 
reign states  of  this  union,  that  his  name  be  called. 
The  only  reason  the  clerk  had  given  for  not  calling 
it  was,  that  there  were  certain  other  claimants  to 
the  seats  of  those  whose  names  he  had  mention- 
ed, but  had  not  called  as  on  the  roll  of  the  house. 
Would  the  clerk  say  that  other  persons  had  come 
to  him  with  commissions  in  their  hands  under  the 
broad  seal  of  the  state — that  attestation  which  re- 
presented the  sovereignty  of  the  state  in  its  most 
solemn  form? — a form  of  evidence  known  to  the 
usages  of  the  state  from  the  earliest  days  of  its  po- 
litical existence.  Would  he  say  that?  If  the  clerk 
would  produce  such  certificates  in  support  of  the 
other  claimants’  demand,  Mr.  H.  would  then  con- 
sent that  the  question  should  be  passed  over  as  pro- 
posed; but  he  could  not  consent — merely  because 
certain  gentlemen,  however  personally  respectable, 
might  suppose  that  they  had  valid  evidence  of  their 
right  to  seats,  though  that  evidence  was  not  accord- 
ing to  the  laws  of  New  Jersey,  or  in  conformity  to 
any  decision  of  this  house,  or  of  any  parliamentary 
body  since  the  remotest  ages  of  our  Saxon  ances- 
tors— that  one  of  the  stars  in  the  galaxy  of  our  na- 
tional sovereignty  should  be  stricken  out  while  he 
and  his  colleagues  stood  recreant  by,  without  lift- 
ing their  voices  in  the  assertion  of  the  rights  of  the 
state,  and  without  insisting,  as  it  was  their  bounden 
duty  to  do,  that  her  seal  should  be  received  as  even 
prima  facie  evidence  of  the  rights  of  her  repre- 
sentatives claiming  in  her  name.  He  was  entirely 
willing  that  any  other  gentleman  should  be  receiv- 
ed here  with  the  same  courtesy  as  himself  and  his 
colleagues,  provided  they  produced  evidence  in 
conformity  with  the  law — if  they  brought  in  their 
hands  certificates  duly  signed  by  those  public 
functionaries  whose  express  and  exclusive  right 
and  duty  it  was  to  certify  the  election  of  represen- 
tatives. But  if  they  produced  no  such  evidence, 
what  right  had  that  house  to  reject  the  proof  which 
was  in  conformity  with  law?  The  constitution  de- 
clared that  the  times,  places  and  manner  of  hold- 
ing elections  should  be  prescribed  in  each  state  by 
the  legislature 'thereof;  and  until  congress  took  it 
into  their  own  hands  to  examine  into  the  regularity 
of  such  elections,  the  decisions  of  the  state  autho- 
rities must  of  course  be  conclusive  as  to  the  rights 
of  those  returned  as  elected.  The  house  of  repre- 
sentatives was  the  only  body  which  had  authority  to 
decide  as  to  the  qualifications  of  its  own  members; 
and  Mr.  H’s  position  was,  that  until  such  a house 
was  duly  organized,  certificates  in  the  legal  form 
were  to  be  received  as  prima  facie  evidence  of 
membership.  They  could  only  be  set  aside  by  the 
representatives  of  the  people  of  the  United  States 
in  congress  assembled — after  a speaker  had  been 
chosen  and  the  members  sworn.  If  that  position 
was  a sound  one,  then  who  here  had  any  right  to  de- 
cide that  New  Jersey  should  be  blotted  out  from 
among  the  states,  and  the  names  of  her  representa- 
tives omitted  on  the  roll  of  congress?  If  gentle- 
men undertook  now  to  decide  this  question,  under 
what  official  solemnity  would  they  act?  Under 
none.  They  had  not  taken  the  oath  of  office,  and 
they  had  no  right  to  rush  to  a decision  which  might 
compromit  and  destroy  the  most  solemn  and  pre- 
cious rights  of  men.  How  was  Mr.  H.  to  tell  who 
were  entitled  thus  to  pass  upon  his  rights  and  upon 


those  of  his  state?  Would  the  clerk  decide?  Was 
Mr.  H.  to  vote  on  that  question?  The  question 
had  already  been  decided,  and  decided  by  a com- 
petent tribunal,  and  that  decision  must  stand:  it 
must  stand  as  well  from  the  necessity  of  the  case  as 
from  all  the  force  of  precedent.  He  was  willing 
to  read  the  law,  but  he  did  not  insist  that  it  should 
ber  heard  before  any  other  testimony  the  clerk  might 
hold  in  his  hands.  The  law  of  New  Jersey  requir- 
ed that  the  governor  and  council  should  determine 
which  of  the  candidates  in  a state  election  had  re- 
ceived the  most  votes,  and  should  give  to  such  per- 
sons commissions  under  the  great  seal  of  the  state. 
The  governor  in  council  had  decided,  and  had  gi- 
ven such  commissions  duly  authenticated,  and  it 
was  of  no  consequence,  in  this  argument,  whether 
that  officer  had  done  right  or  wrong;  if  he  had 
done  wrong,  the  house,  when  duly  organized,  had 
the  power  to  correct  the  wrong.  He  should  not 
now  touch  that  point  at  all;  it  was  totally  foreign 
to  the  matter  now  to  be  settled.  Whatever  the  de- 
cision of  the  governor  might  have  been,  it  must 

qfamt  aq  valid  until  rpvprsed  hy  a Competent  tribu- 
nal. He  would  read  the  provision  of  the  law: 

“Sec.  V.  The  governor,  or  person  administering 
the  government,  shall,  within  five  days  after  re- 
ceiving the  list,  lay  the  same  before  a privy  coun- 
cil, to  be  by  him  summoned  for  that  purpose,  and-, 
after  casting  up  the  whole  number  of  votes  from 
the  several  counties  for  each  candidate,  the  said 
governor  and  privy  council  shall  determine  the  six 
persons  who  have  the  greatest  number  of  votes 
from  the  whole  state  for  representatives  in  congress 
from  this  state,  which  six  persons  the  governor 
shall  forwith  commission,  under  the  great  seal  of 
the  state,  to  represent  this  state  in  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives of  the  United  States.” 

We  bring  such  commission,  and  the  clerk  is 
bound  to  receive  it  as  prima  facie  evidence  of  our 
right  to  sit  here.  Such  is  the  law  of  parliament. — 
Mr.  H.  here  quoted  a law  of  parliament  passed  in 
the  7th  and  8th  years  of  William  and  Mary,  de- 
claring that  members  returned  by  the  sheriff's  are 
sitting  members  until  parliament,  on  petition,  shall 
judge  their  election  to  have  been  illegal.  He  said 
that  the  same  principal  had  been  settled  by  the 
house  of  representatives  over  and  over  again;  and 
in  confirmation  of  this  statement  referred  to  the  de- 
cision by  the  house  at  the  late  special  session  in  the 
case  of  Messrs.  Claiborne  and  Gholson.  He  also 
quoted  other  precedents  from  the  “cases  of  the  dis- 
puted elections,”  pages  156,  728  and  729.  There 
was  no  case  in  all  the  history  of  the  house  where  a 
regular  legal  commission  had  been  rejected  before 
the  house  was  organized.  And  this  was  according 
to  all  law  every  where.  Nothing  was  better  set- 
tled than  that  the  decision  of  a regular  tribunal,  ap- 
pointed by  law  to  decide  such  matters,  must,  when 
the  same  question  came  up  before  any  other  tribu- 
nal, unless  in  cases  of  appeal,  be  received  and  ad- 
mitted as  res  adjudicata,  according  to  the  maxim, 
res  adjudicata  pro  veritale  aceipilur.  He  therefore 
insisted  that  in  justice  to  the  laws  of  New  Jersey, 
and  the  public  officers  of  that  state,  as  well  as  to 
the  commissioned  members,  the  names  of  such 
members  ought  to  be  placed  upon  the  roll.  If  other 
gentleman  claimed  the  seat  and  could  prove  their 
right  to  it,  let  them  proceed  regularly  by  petition. 
Let  them  show,  if  they  could,  that  the  governor  had 
done  wrong  in  granting  such  certificates;  when  that 
question  came  up,  Mr.  H.  trusted  that  he  should  be 
able  to  show  that  the  governor  had  done  right.  He 
appealed  in  the  meanwhile  to  all  honorable  and 
high  minded  state  rights  men  not  to  let  the  regular 
acts  of  state  authority  be  wantonly  set  aside.  Were 
it  their  own  case,  would  they  not  gallantly  stand  up 
for  the  authority  of  their  states? 

As  to  the  other  testimony  to  which  the  clerk  had 
alluded,  Mr.  H.  understood  it  to  consist  of  a certifi- 
cate obtained  from  the  secretary  of  state  of  New 
Jersey,  under  the  seal  of  his  office,  not  under  the 
broad  seal  of  the  state,  in  favor  of  the  other  candi- 
dates. But  the  secretary  of  state  was  not  the  re- 
porting or  certifying  officer  known  to  the  law;  he 
had  no  legal  authority  to  give  such  a certificate,  it 
was  in  reality,  no  certificate  at  all.  Besides,  it  did 
not  pretend  to  state  any  official  returns  of  the  elec- 
tion, but  only  the  personal  understanding  of  that  of- 
ficer as  to  the  general  result.  A certifying  officer 
could  only  legally  certify  to  records;  he  had  no  au- 
thority to  certify  what  might  be  his  own  personal 
opinions;  and  even  if  the  secretarj'  of  stale  were 
the  authorised  officer  to  certify  election  returns, 
the  certificate  he  had  given  was  not  in  the  usual 
form.  Mr.  H.  however,  had  no  objection  that  his 
certificate,  such  as  it  was  should  be  read. 

Mr.  Tillinghast,  of  Rhode  Island,  said  that  the 
gentleman  from  New  Jersey  who  had  just  taken  his 
seat  had  openly  claimed  to  have  his  name  called  in 
the  list  of  representatives  from  that  state.  The  gen- 


tleman whose  name  had  immediately  preceded  his 
had  presented  a commission  in  precisely  the  same 
form,  and  in  strict  conformity  with  the  laws  of  the 
state.  The  clerk  had  then  stated  that  he  held  five 
other  commissions  in  the  same  identical  words,  all 
signed  by  the  governor — the  only  regular  organ  of 
communication  between  the  state  and  this  house; 
the  only  difference  being  that  one  of  them  contain- 
ed the  name  of  Mr.  Halsted,  and  the  former  the 
name  ef  Mr.  Randolph.  Now,  the  clerk  had  actual- 
ly called  the  name  of  Mr.  Randolph  on  the  strength 
of  nothing  else  but  such  a certificate,  and  nobody 
had  uttered  an  objection  to  it.  Was  it  then,  a very 
extraordinary  thing  that  Mr.  Hoisted  should  now 
demand  to  have  his  name  called  also?  He  could 
not  see  on  what  ground  any  difference  should  be 
made.  The  clerk  had  acted  as  the  temporary  organ 
of  the  body  of  men  now  present,  (a  body  met,  not 
for  the  purpose  of  settling  questions,  not  to  revise 
elections,  not  to  settle  laws);  and  by  their  universal 
consent,  he  had  without  a solitary  sign  of  objection 
in  any  quarter,  called  the  name  of  Mr.  Randolph  as 
entitled  to  a seat.  All  agreed  that  he  had  done 
right.  Mr.  Halsted  now  came  foward  and  claimed 
the  same  privilege.  When  did  the  privilege  of  a 
member  of  congress  commence?  Mr.  Jefferson,  in 
that  chapter  of  his  Manual  which  treats  on  privi- 
lege, had  stated  that  privilege  from  arrest  commenc- 
ed from  the  election  of  a man  to  be  a member, 
though  he  could  not  act  as  such  until  duly  sworn; 
and  then  he  proceeded  to  declare,  in  words  to  which 
Mr.  T.  called  the  solemn  attention  of  all  around 
him  that  every  man  must,  at  his  peril,  take  notice 
who  were  returned  of  record  as  duly  chosen.  All 
persons  who  were  bound  to  do,  or  to  abstain  from 
doing  any  thing,  in  consequence  of  the  election, 
were  bound  at  their  peril  to  take  notice  who  they 
were  who  were  returned  of  record.  Mr.  T.  pro- 
ceeded to  observe  that  there  were  two  distinct  pow- 
ers exercised  in  the  matter  under  consideration:  one 
was  the  power  to  make  and  declare  an  election  of 
representatives  to  congress;  and  the  other  was  to 
judge  of  the  validity  of  such  election.  These  pow- 
ers were  wholly  distinct  from  each  other.  The  first 
power  was  to  be  exercised  by  the  people  and  by 
certain  public  officers  within  a state;  but  congress 
had  passed  no  law  on  the  subject  further  than  tore- 
quire  the  state  to  elect  representatives — all  the  rest 
had  been  left  exclusively  to  slate  legislation;  and 
under  such  circumstances,  the  laws  passed  by  any 
state  were  binding  on  congress  and  on  all  other  per- 
sons. The  second  power  was  to  be  exercised  by 
the  house  of  representatives,  when  duly  organized 
and  authorised  to  vote  on  matters  falling  within 
their  jurisdiction.  The  assemblage  of  gentlemen 
here  present  had  met  for  the  purpose  of  giving  va- 
lidity to  such  a house;  but  it  was  not  the  house. — 
They  were  not  authorised  to  judge  whether  the 
election  of  members  from  New  Jersy  was  valid  or 
invalid;  it  would  be  an  assumption  to  attempt  it. 

Now,  in  the  interval  between  the  exercise  of  these 
two  powers,  there  must  exist  some  such  evidence 
of  the  exercise  of  the  first  of  them,  as  all  persons 
were  bound  to-respect,  and  to  which  they  must  yield 
their  credence.  He  appealed  to  the  common  sense 
of  all  who  heard  him  if  this  must  not  be  so.  And 
if  it  was  so,  there  must  be  a provision  in  the  laws  of 
every  state  to  furnish  such  evidence.  Accordingly, 
some  states  had  declared  that  the  i^turns  of  the  she- 
riffs should  constitute  it.  And  where  such  returns 
were  made,  they  immediately,  ipso  facto,  exempted 
from  arrest  the  persons  of  all  whose  names  were  so 
returned:*  a man  thus  returned  could  not  be  refused 
any  of  the  privileges  legally  and  constitutionally 
pertaining  to  a representative  of  the  people.  In 
other  states,  only  a certificate  of  the  governor  was 
necessary:  and  there,  such  a certificate  had  power  to 


*Mr.  Tillinghast,  in  explanation,  states  to  the  editors 
of  the  National  Intelligencer,  from  which  we  derive 
those  proceedings,  that  he  “did  not  mean,  and  think  I 
did  not  express  myself,  that  exemption  from  arrest,  in 
this  country,  commences  at  the  time  of  election,  or  ex- 
ists, except  during  attendence  on  a session,  and  going 
to  and  returning  From  the  same.  The  case  I suggested 
for  illustration  was  one  of  an  attempt  to  arrest  a per- 
son holding  the  return  or  certificate  of  election  on  his 
way  to  attend  a session:  and  this  was  to  illustrate  the 
position  that  the  person  who  exhibits  the  authentic, 
specific,  genuine  document  which  the  law's  prescribe 
as  the  evidence  of  his  election,  must  be  recognised  by 
those  to  whom  he  exhibits  it  as  entitled  to  every  right 
and  every  privilege  which  the  election  bestows,  (whe- 
ther participation  in  the  organization  of  the  house,  or 
exemption  front  arrest,  or  any  other),  whenever,  at  the 
appropriate  time,  and  upon  the  appropriate  occasion, 
he  asserts  and  claims  the  privilege  and  exhibits  the 
specific  evidence;  until  that  specific  evidence  is  super- 
seded by  the  judgment  of  the  appropriate,  competent 
and  qualified  tribunal. 

The  quotation  which  was  read  from  the  Manual  on 
the  subject  of  exemption  from  arrest  refers  to  the  par- 
liamentary law  of  England.’’ 
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confer  a like  exemption,  and  invest  with  like  privi- 
leges, until  its  validity  was  destroyed  by  some  au- 
thority competent  to  destroy  it.  The  laws  of  New 
Jersey  hail  prescribed  the  form  of  a commission;  and 
no  commission  of  the  commanders  of  our  army  or 
navy  more  effectually  invested  their  holders  with 
their  respective  offices,  than  did  this  commission  to 
members  of  congress.  Now,  the  body  here  present 
consisted  of  men  who  had  a concern  in  this  matter 
— they  were  bound  to  notice  it,  and  must,  at  their 
peril,  observe  who  were  declared  members  of  record. 
And  all  action  of  persons  every  where  touching  the 
whole  matter,  must  be  governed  in  like  manner. — 
The  evidence  required  by  law  must  every  where  re- 
ceive credence.  Some  had  already  been  admitted 
on  this  very  evidence;  and  he  could  not  for  his  life 
see  how  others,  producing  the  very  same,  could  be 
rejected.  If  no  claim  had  been  advanced,  the  case 
might  be  different;  but  a claim  had  been  openly  set 
up,  and  he  did  not  know  how  it  was  to  be  refused. 

Mr.  Fillmore  appealed  to  all  gentlemen  around 
him  to  give  consent  that  all  the  facts  might  be  laid 
before  them.  He  was  not  solicitous  as  to  the  order, 
but  gentlemen  seemed  to  have  assumed  both  facts 
and  law,  of  which  he  was  personally  ignorant.  He 
therefore  implored  that  without  further  delay  both 
might  be  spread  before  them. 

Mr.  Sla'le  asked  to  what  purpose  it  would  be  to 
read  the  law?  Was  it  for  the  purpose  of  any  action 
by  any  body?  If  so,  by  whom?  It  would  be  idle 
for  the  clerk  to  read,  unless  it  were  to  enable  some- 
body to  decide  upon  some  question.  But  here  were 
none  to  decide  any  question.  The  clerk  had  made  out 
a list  of  certain  persons  whom  he  supposed  to  be 
members  of  the  house  of  representatives;  yet  he  had 
nothing  more,  in  most  cases,  than  newspaper  evi- 
dence to  go  upon.  He  had  acted  according  to  usage 
both  in  making  the  roll  and  in  calling  it.  He  had 
called  the  names  in  the  usual  order,  according  to  the 
order  of  states;  but  he  might,  at  pleasure,  have 
adopted  any  other  order.  He  might  have  arranged 
the  names  alphabetically;  and  in  that  case  the  name 
of  one  of  the  Jersey  members  commissioned  would 
have  been  at  the  very'  foot  of  the  list — (Mr.  Yorke). 
He  had  called  one  of  these  members,  and  none  had 
objected,  and  then  he  had  mentioned  five  others  who 
had  similar  credentials.  In  what  position  were  gen- 
tlemen placed?  Were  they  to  decide  who  were  pri- 
ma  facie  members  from  New  Jersey,  and  who  not? 
This  question  lay  immediately  before  them;  they 
could  not  proceed  a step  till  it  was  decided.  But 
how  could  it  be  decided?  There  was  no  house  to 
decide  it.  True,  some  80  or  90  names  had  been 
called;  but  the  hall  was  filled  with  others  whose 
names  had  not.  Who  could  tell  who  were  entitled 
to  vote?  Gentlemen  were  talking  to  no  purpose. — 
The  candidates  might  beat  the  air  and  bay  one 
another,  but  the  assembly  would  be  just  where  they 
now  were.  When  a quorum  had  been  formed  and 
duly  sworn,  then,  and  not  till  then,  could  the  ques- 
tion be  settled.  There  was  no  use  in  speculating — 
he  was  for  looking  at  the  case  practically.  He  could 
have  wished  ttie  clerk,  instead  ot  referring  the 
question  to  the  house,  (and  there  was  no  house), 
had  said  ‘J  take  the  responsibility,”  and  settled  the 
question  himself.  Mr.  S.  saw  no  other  practicable 
way. 

But  gentlemen  said,  “go  through  the  roll,  and  then 
ou  will  have  a quorum.”  But  would  the  others 
ave  a right  to  decide?  The  gentleman  from  New 
Jersey  contended  they  had  not.  How  then  was  it 
to  be  decided?  Would  it  be  left  to  an  agreement  be- 
tween the  claimants?  He  believed  it  would  be  long 
before  they  could  agree.  And  if  they  did  not  settle 
the  question,  who  was  to  settle  it?  He  said,  the  mo- 
ment there  was  a quorum  called  and  ascertained  to 
be  present,  then  there  would  be  a house  of  represen- 
tatives, and  that  house  it  was  which  must  decide 
who  were  prima  facie  members  from  New  Jersey. 
What  was  I he  house  of  representatives?  Was  it  ne- 
cessary that  it  should  be  organized  before  it  could  act? 
It  seemed  to  him  not.  Who  was  to  organize  it? 
Five  gentlemen  on  one  side  insisted  they  must  vote 
in  the  organization.  Five  others  insisted  as  hard  on 
the  other  side  that  they  must,  and  the  others  must 
not.  As  soon  a3  there  was  a quorum,  there  was  a 
body  which  was  pro  hue  vice  a house  of  representa- 
tives, and  they  were  entitled,  under  the  constitution, 
to  settle  the  question.  They  could  a3  well  do  this 
as  they  could  elect  a speaker.  The  constitution  de- 
clared that  “the  house  of  representatives  should  elect 
a speaker;”  then  they  were  a house  before  they 
elected  a speaker — that  is,  before  they  were  orga- 
nized. He  therefore  came,  on  the  whole,  to  the  con- 
clusion that  as  there  was  nobody  to  decide  this  ques- 
tion, and  no  body  to  put  the  question  to  till  there  was 
a quorum,  the  clerk  be  advised  to  take  the  responsi- 
bility, and  settle  it  himself. 

Mr.  Mercer  said  he  had  a proposition  to  submit. 

[Mr.  lhddle  claimed  the  floor,  having,  as  he 
thought  risen  first;  but  the  clerk  having  no  authority 


to  decide,  and  there  being  no  rules  of  order  to  decide, 
by',  Mr.  B.  gave  way,  and  Mr.  M.  proceeded.] 

Mr.  Mercer  said  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  had 
asked  what  use  there  could  be  in  reading  papers 
when  there  was  nobody  to  decide  upon  them?  But 
the  gentleman  had,  in  a great  measure,  answered  his 
own  argument.  He  had  maintained,  and  truly,  that 
there  must  be  a house  before  there  could  be  a spea- 
ker; but  why?  Simply  from  the  necessity  of  the 
case.  And  the  same  necessity  existed  here.  The 
gentleman  wished  the  clerk  to  decide — what?  The 
clerk  of  the  last  congress  decide  who  are  the  mem- 
bers ot  this  house?  The  clerk  to  make  any  portion 
of  the  members  elect  whom  he  choose  first  to  call  a 
house  of  representatives?  And  this  to  be  done  by 
one  who  was  himself  a candidate  for  the  suffrages 
of  the  house?  As  soon  as  he  had  called  122,  were 
they  then  to  decide  on  the  rights  of  all  the  rest? 
Surely  not.  Necessity  required  that  the  clerk  must 
admit  those  who  presented  valid  credentials.  Mr. 
M.  had  asked  to  have  the  law  read;  when  that  law 
was  heard,  the  case  was  as  clear  a one  as  ever  had 
been  presented  to  that  house.  Mr.  M.  then  insisted 
on  the  right  of  each  state  to  prescribe  its  own  mode 
of  conducting  and  of  certifying  elections,  and  denied 
that  the  secretary  of  state  ot  New  Jersey  had  any 
right  to  communicate  with  this  house  as  an  organ  of 
that  state.  That  belonged  to  the  governor.  The 
gentlemen  here  present  had  the  right  to  make  a roll 
of  prima  facie  members?  Who  had  robbed  them  of 
that  right?  The  clerk  of  the  house?  Was  he  to  go 
contrary  to  the  records  of  the  states?  It  was  a mon- 
strous idea.  Suppose  he  should  choose  to  call  those 
members  only  who  resided  north  of  the  Potomac: 
would  they  be  the  house  of  representatives  of  the 
United  States?  Surely  not.  If  the  house  were  as 
pow'erless  as  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  seemed 
to  suppose,  he  saw  not  where  the  matter  was  to  end; 
they  might  never  get  any  house  at  all.  But  no;  ne- 
cessity gave  them  power.  Mr.  M.  here  referred  to 
the  case  of  Claiborne  and  Gholson,  and  the  over- 
whelming vote  by  which  he  had  been  put  down  in 
an  attempt  to  set  aside  their  certificates  on  the 
ground  of  an  unconstitutional  election:  the  house  had 
insisted  on  the  validity  of  their  certificates,  (though 
these  had  been  left  at  home,  and  their  own  averment 
was  received  as  proof),  and  they  had  accordingly 
been  admitted  to  their  seats  on  far  weaker  evidence 
than  was  now  presented  by  the  gentlemen  from 
New  Jersey.  He  implored  the  house  not  to  say  that 
the  clerk  had  power  to  call  gentlemen  in  any  order 
he  pleased,  and  make  such  a house  as  he  pleased. 
God  forbid  that  congress  should  ever  be  reduced  to 
sach  a state  of  things  as  that. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  said  that  when  he  had 
first  risen  to  object  against  the  clerk’s  calling  the 
name  of  any  other  member,  he  had  done  so  from  a 
desire  at  once  to  bring  to  the  consideration  of  the 
gentlemen  present  the  embarrassment  under  which 
they  must  necessarily  be,  when  once  they  departed 
from  the  laws  and  the  established  usage  which  had 
characterised  that  house  from  the  formation  of  the 
government  to  the  present  time.  He  desired  them 
to  discover  at  once  how  perfectly  at  sea  they  would 
be  if  the  clerk  was  suffered  to  gratify  his  own  judg- 
ment at  the  expense  of  the  fixed  custom  of  the  house 
of  representatives.  Since  the  house  had  assembled 
this  morning,  he  had  taken  occasion  to  look  into  ti  e 
past  course  of  congress,  and  he  found  that  it  had 
been  the  immemorial  usage  of  the  clerk  to  call  the 
names  of  those  who  held  certificates  of  returns  by 
the  authority  of  the  several  states,  as  expressed  by 
the  laws  of  those  states.  He  held  in  bis  hand  a cer- 
tificate from  the  governor  of  his  state — signed  by  the 
hand  of  the  governor  under  the  seal  of  tl»e  state — 
and  under  which  certificate  of  election  he  (Mr.  J.) 
presented  himself  here.  If  the  house  were  about  to 
depart  from  the  usage  which  had,  up  to  this  time, 
governed  its  organization,  he  at  least,  as  a member 
representing  a portion  of  the  people,  felt  bound,  at 
once,  to  deny  the  authority  of  the  house  to  proceed 
further;  and,  if  it  did  so,  he,  for  one,  would  not  re- 
cognise those  proceedings.  I admit  (continued  Mr. 
J.)  because  the  constitution  so  declares,  that  this 
house  can  judge  of  Ihe  returns  and  qualifications  of 
its  own  members.  The  house  can  either  exercise  or 
usurp  power,  as  it  pleases.  It  can,  if  it  pleases, 
abuse  its  power  by  the  disfranchisement  of  a portion 
of  its  members,  or  otherwise.  All  that  I have  to  say 
is,  that  I shall  not  be  instrumental  in  that  abuse,  nor 
will  I,  by  my  voice  or  vote,  countenance  or  recog- 
nise it.  If  it  is  to  be  left  to  the  clerk  to  say  whom 
he  will  or  whom  he  will  not  name  as  returned  mem- 
bers, who  can  tell  where  the  mischief  might  end? — 
Whole  districts,  probably  a whole  state,  might  be 
thrown  out  of  its  representation.  My  course  is  ta- 
ken. If  the  clerk  is  to  depart  from  the  uniform 
course  of  his  predecessors,  I,  for  one,  shall  decline 
answering  to  my  name,  and  shall  thus  refuse  to  re- 
cognise in  him  the  authority  to  do  that  which  I be- 
lieve he  has  no  right  to  do.  The  very  moment  he 


steps  beyond  his  power,  I for  one,  shall  not  recog- 
nise his  acts. 

Mr.  J.  then  proceeded  to  refer  to  the  cases  of  va- 
rious contested  elections,  in  which,  he  contended, 
the  very  question  now  under  discussion  had  been 
abundantly  decided.  He  referred  to  the  case  which 
occurred  at  the  first  session  of  the  first  congress,  in 
which  the  seats  of  the  New  Jersey  delegation  had 
been  contested  on  the  ground  of  informality  and 
corruption  in  the  election. 

To  the  case  of  Spalding  vs.  Meade,  of  Georgia,  at 
the  ninth  congress,  first  session. 

To  the  case  of  Turner  vs.  Baity,  at  the  eleventh 
congress,  first  session.  In  this  case,  Turner  had  the 
majority  of  votes.  Baily  was  commissioned.  Tur- 
ner claimed  the  seat,  and  got  it;  but  Baily  held  it 
and  acted  as  a member  a long  time. 

To  the  case  of  Williams  vs.  Bowers  at  the  thir- 
teenth congress,  first  session.  Williams  had  a ma- 
jority; Bowers  was  commissioned,  and  acted  through 
one  session  and  part  of  another,  when  the  house,  by 
a unanimous  vote,  decided  in  favor  of  Williams. 

To  the  case  of  Willoughby  vs.  Smith,  at  the  13th 
congress,  first  session,  (presenting  the  same  features 
as  the  case  last  mentioned.) 

To  the  case  of  Root  vs.  Adams,  at  the  14th  con- 
gress, 1st  session.  Here  Adams  was  commissioned, 
and  voted  in  the  house  until  such  time  as  the  house 
decided  that  Root  was  entitled  to  the  seat. 

To  the  case  of  Mallory  vs.  Merrill.  Here,  as  in 
the  case  last  cited,  Merrill  held  the  seat  a long  time; 
until,  by  a vote  of  the  house,  it  was  given  over  to 
Mallory. 

It  would  thus  be  perceived  (Mi.  J.  continued) 
that  the  clerk  could  not  be  allowed  to  look  either 
beyond  or  behind  the  certificates  of  election;  and  he 
(Mr.  J.)  objected  to  the  clerk  exercising  the  power 
of  the  clerk,  unless  he  exercised  it  in  the  manner  in 
which  it  had  been  exercised  by  all  his  predecessors; 
that  was  to  say,  by  recognising  those  who  had  pre- 
sented themselves  here  under  the  high  sanction  of 
the  laws  of  the  several  states,  and  under  the  seals  of 
those  states.  It  there  had  been  fraud  or  deception, 
let  it  be  investigated  at  the  proper  time.  He  re- 
peated that  he,  for  one,  would  not  recognise  any  de- 
parture from  the  established  usages  of  that  body;  nor 
would  he  give  his  sanction  to  the  exercise  of  a power 
which  he  doubted  whether  the  house  could  exercise 
rightfully,  though  they  might  do  so  wrongfully.  He 
disclaimed  any  imputation  of  motive,  and  concluded 
by  expressing  the  hope  that  the  members  would  at 
all  events  allow  the  law  ot  the  state  of  New  Jersey 
to  be  read. 

Mr.  Biddle  was  understood  to  say  that  the  ques- 
tion for  decision  was,  whether  this  was  the  appro- 
priate stage  to  pass  upon  the  disputed  point  of  elec- 
tion. Was  this  the  proper  time,  or  should  the  mat- 
ter be  deferred  until  some  other  time?  It  had  been 
proposed  that  the  names  of  the  members  from  the 
state  of  New  Jersey  should  be  passed  over,  that 
wherever  there  was  a dispute  the  name  should  be 
passed  over,  and  that  those  members  who  were  thus 
admitted  to  their  seats  should  be  the  judges  of  the 
election  of  those  whose  seats  might  be  disputed. — 
This  course  seemed  to  have  been  drawn  from  the 
practice  of  courts  of  law.  In  the  case  of  insolvent 
debtors,  when  any  dispute  arose,  he  believed  the 
name  was  passed  over,  and  another  was  called. — 
Now,  he  would  ask  whether  this  was  the  analogy 
which  ought  to  be  pursued  in  relation  to  the  rights  of 
the  people?  whether  this  body  had  a right  to  say 
that  any  state  or  people  should  be  for  a moment 
disfranchised?  that  the  representatives  of  one  sove- 
reign state  should  stand  aside  and  be  deprived  of 
the  privileges  which  were  bestowed  upon  represen- 
tatives from  another?  Did  not  gentlemen  perceive 
the  enormous  consequences  that  must  result  from 
such  a proceeding?  that  it  would  go  forth  to  the 
next  congress  and  to  the  world  as  a precedent  for 
future  time?  If  that  course  were  adopted  now, 
why  should  it  not  be  so  forever  hereafter?  It  would 
only  be  necessary  to  say,  “the  seat  of  this  gentleman 
or  that  is  disputed,”  and  he  will  lose  his  seat.  Did 
not  gentlemen  perceive  that,  at  the  opening  of  every 
session,  the  struggle  would  be  to  dispute  the  seats 
of  members*  What  more  easy?  It  would  cost  no- 
thing, and  the  result  would  be  that  the  judges  would 
be  narrowed  down  to  the  limited  number  of  those 
whose  seats  might  happen  not  to  be  disputed — say 
some  twelve  or  twenty  in  number.  This  result  as- 
suredly would  be  produced,  if  the  course  suggested 
by  the  trenlleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Rives)  was 
pursued — because  it  had  been  assumed  here  that  it 
was  something  to  be  called — that  this  put  a badge 
upon  a man — that  it  was  a sort  of  guaranty  that  he 
was  not  an  impostor.  This  was  worth  something. 
Did  not  gentlemen  see  that  monstrous  abuses  would 
follow? 

What,  he.  would  inquire,  was  the  theory  of  our 
present  position?  He  took  it  that  the  clerk  was  the 
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mouth-piece  of  this  body — a body  not  yet  organiz- 
ed. Still,  however,  it  was  a body  met  for  the  de- 
spatch of  business.  Did  not  the  language  which  fell 
from  the  clerk’s  own  lips  prove  that  this  was  his 
own  construction  of  the  matter?  The  clerk  had 
looked  round  and  had  asked  whether  it  was  the  plea- 
sure of  the  house  that  he  should  do  so  and  so;  and, 
in  so  doing,  he  had  acknowledged  that  this  was,  for 
some  purpose,  a body — which  body  was  authorised 
to  instruct  him.  He  had  been  permitted  to  call  the 
roll.  He  had  decided  that  the  credentials  of  the 
members  from  the  state  of  Massachusetts  were  in 
due  form;  he  had  invested  those  members  with  the 
badge  of  office,  and  he  had  said  that  they  were  mem- 
bers. Why  had  he  done  this?  He  had  examined 
their  credentials  and  the  laws  bearing  upon  them,  as 
it  was  his  duty  to  do,  and  he  had  said  that  those  cre- 
dentials were  conformable  to  the  laws.  Did  not  this 
show  that  he  considered  this  to  be  his  duty  in  the 
first  instance?  He  (Mr.  B.)  contended  that  the 
clerk,  where  there  was  a case  which  satisfied  his 
own  judgment,  was  bound  to  act  upon  it;  and  that, 
if,  as  a man  of  honor  and  truth,  the  clerk  had  no 
doubt  which  set  of  credentials  conformed  to  the  law 
of  the  state,  he  was  bound  to  announce  to  the  house 
the  names  of  the  gentlemen  whose  credentials  did 
so  conform.  He  had  already  discharged  that  duty 
with  respect  to  others:  why  then  shrink  from  it  now? 
Why  not  do  with  the  members  from  New  Jersey  as 
he  had  done  in  the  case  of  the  members  from  Mas- 
sachusetts? It  seemed  to  him  (Mr.  B.)  to  be  one  of 
the  plainest  duties  that  could  be  imposed  upon  a 
man. 

Did  the  credentials  of  the  members  from  New 
Jersey  conform  to  the  law  of  that  state?  If,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  clerk,  they  did  not — ifa  doubt  existed 
which  had  complied  with  the  requisitions  of  the  law 
— if  his  judgment  was  at  fault,  the  matter  was  to  be 
referred  to  the  house,  and  the  house  might  pass 
upon  it.  Or  if  the  clerk  made  a decision  which  was 
erroneous,  or  alleged  to  be  so,  then  also  there  was 
an  appeal  to  the  house.  It  was  this  house,  or  this 
body,  (by  whatever  name  it  might  be  called;,  whose 
advice  the  clerk  must  ask;  but,  in  the  first  place,  he 
was  called  upon  by  usage  to  exercise  a sound  judg- 
ment in  the  premises,  and,  upon  either  side,  an  ap- 
peal would  lie  from  that  judgment.  This  body  pos- 
sessed the  same  right  which  their  fathers  possessed 
when  they  threw  of  the  British  yoke,  when  under  the 
necessity  of  taking  some  new  form  of  organization. 

The  onus,  in  the  first  instance,  was  thrown  upon 
the  judgment  and  conscience  of  the  clerk.  Upon 
that  best  judgment  he  was  bound  to  act;  and,  if  any 
thing  was  wrong,  there  was  an  appeal.  If  the  case 
was  so  doubtful  that  he  could  not  come  to  a conclu- 
sion, then,  probably,  he  had  a right  to  ask  the  ad- 
vice or  opinion  of  this  body. 

Mr.  Slade  desired  to  say  a word  in  explanation  of 
his  former  argument — which  was,  that  a bare  quo- 
rum of  the  house  might  decide  upon  the  qualifica- 
tions of  its  members.  He  had  not  been  in  the  habit 
of  arguing,  from  the  abuse  of  power,  its  non-exist- 
ence. He  had  spoken  of  that  which,  from  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  case,  must  be  done.  He  had  spoken 
of  the  power  granted  to  the  clerk  of  the  old  house 
by  immemorial  usage.  Now,  when  the  clerk  had 
called  the  names  until  a quorum  had  been  formed, 
he,  Mr.  S.  contended  that,  in  strictness,  the  clerk 
would  then  have  a right  to  put  it  to  that  quorum  to 
decide  as  to  the  rights  of  the  members.  But  no  one 
would  act  according  to  such  strictness.  Every  one 
would  perceive  that  the  fair  spirit  of  the  rule  requir- 
ed the  clerk  to  go  through  the  call;  and  it  would  be 
a violation  of  trie  spirit  of  the  rule  to  call  over  a 
bare  quorum.  The  spirit  ot  the  rule,  as  every  man 
of  honor  would  admit,  required  the  clerk  to  go 
through  all  the  names,  and  to  see  who  were  entitled 
to  their  seats  and  who  were  not,  by  something  in 
the  shape  of  prima  facie  evidence. 

The  clerk  had  to  do  one  of  two  things  in  the  pre- 
sent case:  he  had  either  got  to  fake  the  responsibili- 
ty of  deciding  which  of  the  ten  contesting  members 
from  the  state  of  New  Jersey  were  entitled  to  their 
seats,  or  to  say  his  judgment  was  at  fault,  and 
that  he  could  not  decide.  Which  should  he  do? 
To  his,  Mr.  S’s  mind,  there  could  be  no  dispute  on 
that  point.  Did  not  gentlemen  know  that  if  they 
put  the  clerk  to  the  alternative  of  saying  who  were 
entitled  to  their  seats,  they  thereby  compelled  him 
either  to  perform  what  might  be  almost  an  impossi- 
bility, or  they  put  it  in  his  power  to  perform  an  act 
which  might  result  in  consequences  more  serious 
than  would  follow  from  a mere  decision  to  put  down 
any  name?  The  case  was  environed  with  difficulty 
on  every  side.  Something  must  be  done  to  organize 
the  house;  and  what  wa3  it? 

[Mr.  Mercer  was  understood  to  inquire  by  what 
power  the  first  house  organized.  There  was  no 
clerk  there.] 

Mr.  Slade  said  neither  was  there  any  usage. — 
They  might  have  organized  by  calling  some  gi ay- 


haired  man  to  the  chair — by  doing  as  was  done  at 
the  meeting  in  Faneuil  Hall  or  at  Philadelphia. 
They  might  have  called  some  one  to  the  chair  as  a 
moderator  or  a speaker — that  resulted  from  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  case.  He  did  not  say  that  the  mere 
fact  of  one  man  coming  to  contest  a seat  would 
make  such  a case  as  would  justify  the  clerk  in  act- 
ing. By  no  means.  There  must  be  a color  ol 
claim.  I do  not  mean  a color  of  an  idea,  as  was 
once  suggested  here,  but  a color  of  claim,  to  justify 
the  clerk  in  acting  at  all.  He  must  act  here  upon 
his  conscience.  If  a man  came  here  with  a certi- 
ficate of  election  from  a governor  or  secretary  of  a 
state  who  has  no  authority  to  issue  it,  let  the  respon- 
sibility rest  upon  those  who  had  abused  their  power. 
AH  of  us  acted  under  a responsibility  to  public  opi- 
nion. There  were  a thousand  cases  in  which  power 
had  been  abused  in  this  country,  but  that  abuse  of 
power  did  not  justify  the  conclusion  that  there  was 
no  power  at  all.  In  this  government  ot  freedom, 
those  who  abused  their  power  were  responsible  for 
it.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Biddle) 
had  himself  admitted  that  when  the  judgment  of 
the  clerk  was  at  fault',  he  must  defer  the  matter  to 
the  house,  and  that  the  house  must  decide.  This 
was  precisely  his  (Mr.  S’s)  view.  But  the  question 
presented  itself — what  was  this  house?  Who  were 

the  house?  Suppose  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called, 
who  were  to  answer?  This  appeared  to  him  an  in- 
surmountable objection;  and  he  would  rather  run  the 
risk  of  the  other  course  he  had  named  than  of  the 
consequences  which  must  result  from  this.  He  was 
prepared  in  this  and  all  other  cases  to  do  his  duty 
here,  and  let  the  consequences  take  care  of  them- 
selves. If  the  gentlemen  from  New  Jersey  should 
be  improperly  put  out  of  their  seats  by  the  action  of 
this  body,  great  injustice  would  no  doubt  be  done; 
but  yet,  if  that  injustice  was  done  in  the  execution 
of  a fair  rule,  it  must  be  left  to  the  people  to  decide 
the  question,  whether  the  power  of  this  body  had 
been  abused.  He  confessed  his  understanding  was 
too  obtuse  to  enable  him  to  point  out  any  other  mode 
of  settling  the  difficulty. 

Mr.  Sergeant,  (though  heard  very  imperfectly), 
was  understood  to  say  that  he  regarded  the  duty  of 
the  clerk  of  the  house  of  representatives,  under  the 
usages  of  late  years,  to  be  a limited  and  a very  plain 
one;  and  that  whatever  doubts  or  difficulties  might 
now  hang  over  the  question,  were  occasioned  by 
what  seems  to  him  to  be  a departure  from  the  line  of 
usage.  What  did  the  house  understand  from  the 
clerk?  Why,  that  there  was  a contest.  The  wor- 
thy member  from  Vermont,  (Mr.  Slade),  had  said, 
if  there  was  a color  of  a claim,  the  clerk  was  justifi- 
ed in  acting.  According  to  that,  then,  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  clerk  to  take  colors  of  claims,  and,  if  he 
found  them,  to  do — what?  To  keep  out  of  his 
seat  the  person  who  offered  himself  as  a represen- 
tative of  a state,  however  clear  his  case  might  be. 
The  gentleman  said  that  the  clerk  was  competent 
to  decide — upon  what?  The  color  of  a claim! — 
However  slight  it  might  be,  however  sure  he  might 
be  that  there  was  nothing  in  it,  was  the  clerk  to 
suffer  that  color  of  a claim  to  interpose  between 
the  representative  and  his  seat,  even  for  a single 
instant?  Take  for  example  the  state  ot  Delaware, 
which  has  only  one  representative.  Was  he  to  be 
kept  out  of  his  seat  by  the  color  of  a claim?  No — 
he  (Mr.  S.)  did  not  understand  the  duty  of  the 
clerk  to  be  such.  He  took  it  that  the  usage  under 
which  the  clerk  performed  tbe  duty  which  he  was 
now  performing  was  applicable  only  to  one  single 
point,  and  that  was,  to  the  verification  of  the  cre- 
dentials in  point  of  genuineness  and  form. 

Mr.  S.  after  speaking  of  what  he  considered  the 
becoming  delicacy  with  which  the  clerk  had  acted, 
proceeded  to  say  what  is  it  that  the  clerk  does?  He 
keeps  out  of  their  seats  the  delegates  from  the  state 
of  New  Jersey,  although  it  may  appear  hereafter — 
although  it  may  appear  now — that  they  are  entitled 
to  their  seat3,  because,  according  to  this  doctrine, 
if  there  is  a color  of  a claim,  they  are  to  pass  the 
matter  over  to  some  other  period.  Whether  that 
period  may  be  until  after  the  house  is  organized,  or 
to  what  other  period  I know  not. 

In  order  to  arrive  at  a proper  conclusion  as  to  the 
genuineness  and  force  of  the  credentials,  the  clerk 
is  bound  to  know  the  laws  of  the  several  states  in 
relation  to  this  matter.  He  is  bound  to  look  into 
those  laws,  and  to  see  that  the  certificates  are  con- 
formable to  them;  and,  if  they  are  so,  his  authority 
is  at  an  end.  Here  are  five  gentlemen,  who  pre- 
sent their  commissions  as  representatives  from  New 
Jersey.  Have  those  commissions  come  through  the 
regular  channel?  Does  any  man  entertain  a doubt? 
Is  there  any  defect  in  the  law  of  New  Jersey?  We 
have  a right  to  have  it  read.  I know  what  it  is, 
and  I now  aver  that,  word  for  word,  letter  for  letter, 
and  syllable  for  syllable,  the  certificate  which  these 
five  gentlemen  have  brought  with  them,  signed  by 
the  governor  of  the  state  of  New  Jersey,  is  pre- 


cisely that  which,  by  the  law  of  that  state,  is  de- 
clared to  be  final  arid  conclusive  evidence  of  their 
election.  Is  their  any  thing  from  the  governor  of 
New  Jersey  to  say  that  there  has  been  a mistake? 
Is  there  a doubt  as  to  the  genuineness  of  the  sig- 
nature, or  the  seal,  or  the  paper?  Does  the  clerk 
himself  entertain  such  a doubt?  Probably  he 
does,  but,  if  he  does,  he  has  not  yet  said  so.  He 
has  said  that  there  is  a contest  on  which  he  does 
not  undertake  to  decide;  but  hmu  he  would  decide, 
if  he  were  competent  to  do  so,  he  has  not  said.  I 
repeat,  we  are  not  even  informed  that  there  is  any 
doubt;  and  if  it  were  not  lor  this  claim,  or  color  of 
a claim,  the  certificate  would  be  sufficient. 

How  then  do  we  stand?  What  is  the  position  of 
the  question?  Why,  that  these  gentlemen  are  in 
this  house,  bringing  with  them  their  certificates 
drawn  up  according  to  the  laws  of  the  state  of 
New  Jersey,  even  to  the  letter,  and  that  they  are, 
therefore,  under  the  constitution  of  the  U.  States, 
to  hold  their  seats,  unless  it  is  shown  how  they  are 
to  be  displaced.  Is  it  not  due  to  a sovereign  state 
that  its  solemn  act,  done  according  to  law,  and  in- 
volving an  act  of  executive  power,  should,  in  the 
first  instance,  be  treated  with  respect;  that  those 
who  intend  to  impeach  it  should  not  come  with  a 
transient  color  of  claim,  but  should  show  that  that 
which  appears  to  be  according  to  law  is  not  accord- 
ing to  law?  What  have  you  got  on  the  part  of  the 
gentlemen  contesting?  A certificate  from  the  se- 
cretary of  state  of  the  commonwealth  of  New  Jer- 
sey. It  is  a remarkable  thing,  but  if  you  will  look 
through  tbe  law,  you  will  find  that  there  is  not  a 
single  function  which  the  secretary  of  state  has  to 
perform.  I do  not  know  that  he  has  even  the  cus- 
tody of  the  papers.  By  turning  to  the  law,  it  will 
be  found  that  the  governor  of  New  Jersey,  on  the 
returns  being  made  to  him,  is  to  summon  the  coun- 
cil. The  person  who  has  the  custody  of  the  papers 
belonging  to  the  council  is  the  person  who  has  the 
charge  of  all  the  papers,  and  I take  it  for  granted, 
therefore,  that  they  are  now  in  the  possession  of  tbe 
governor  and  council,  or  of  their  clerk,  if  they  have 
one.  Is  there  any  thing  from  the  clerk  of  the  coun- 
cil? No. 

This  question  becomes  a very  serious  one,  be- 
cause, as  I indicated  at  the  outset  of  my  remarks, 
the  doings  of  this  day  are,  more  or  less,  to  serve  as 
a direction  to  those  who  come  after  us — and  I say 
that  this  is  the  first  time  that  any  clerk  in  the  con- 
gress of  the  United  States  has  ever  challenged  the 
principle  that,  under  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States,  the  man  who  holds  the  return  is  entitled  to 
a seat.  I have  looked  through  the  decision  given 
in  the  case  of  Moore  and  Letcher.  It  was  there 
argued  by  many  distinguished  members,  and, 
among  others,  by  the  gentleman  formerly  speaker 
of  this  house,  and  now  the  governor  of  the  state  of 
Tennessee,  who  brought  forward  precedents  in 
support  of  his  opinion.  He  argued  conclusively 
and  triumphantly  that  you  cannot  go  behind  or  be- 
yond the  return  commission — beyond  the  authority 
which  comes  to  you  from  the  state.  Those  who 
argued  on  the  same  side  of  the  question  took  the 
same  ground.  What  did  the  opponents  do?  Did 
they  question  this  principle,  this  unavoidable  prin- 
ciple? for  such  it  is  in  a government  like'  ours, 
which  consists  of  independent  states,  each  entitled 
to  act  exclusively  and  conclusively  until  congress 
shall  have  power  to  act.  The  opponents  to  a man 
agreed  to  the  principle;  all  that  was  contended  for 
was,  whether  the  certificate  was  in  conformity  with 
the  law  of  Kentucky — one  side  saying  it  was,  and 
the  other  that  it  was  not — but  both  agreeing  that  if 
it  was,  he  who  had  it  was  entitled  to  his  seat.  We 
can  come,  therefore,  now  only, to  one  conclusion; 
so  far  as  \ve  know  at  present,  namely,  that  these 
gentlemen  are  delegates  from  the  state  of  New  Jer- 
sey. If  their  seats  are  liable  to  be  contested,  we 
know  how  that  is  to  be  done  according  to  the  law 
of  the  United  States.  In  the  mean  time,  however, 
the  gentlemen  should  take  their  seats,  and  have  a 
right  so  to  do.  That,  then,  which  appears  wrong 
to  me  is,  that  the  clerk  should  raise  a question 
which  he  is  not  competent  to  raise — a question 
which  this  house  in  the  case  of  Letcher  and  Moore, 
decided  that  it  must  itself  settle. 

I submit,  therefore,  that  unless  something  is 
brought  forward  to  impeach  the  genuineness  ol  the 
commission  which  these  gentlemen  have  produced, 
they  are  entitled  to  their  seats,  and  should  take 
them  accordingly. 

The  clerk  having,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Randolph, 
stated  the  order  of  the  questions  pending, 

Mr.  Randolph  proceeded  to  say  that  the  first 
thing,  in  his  opinion,  to  be  done,  was  to  read  the 
law,  and  afterwards  Ihe  cerlificates  of  tbe  other 
gentlemen  claiming.  This,  he  hoped,  would  be 
done.  A discussion  could  not  be  avoided;  and,  if 
it  must  come,  let  the  house  at  least  have  the  law 
before  it. 
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He  wished  to  say  a word  in  reply  to  the  position 
tiken  by  the  gentleman  from  Vermont,  (Mr. 
Slade),  who  had  said  that  the  clerk  could  put  no 
questions.  In  this  Mr.  R.  differed.  The  clerk 
could  and  must  put  questions.  Mr.  R.  was  pro- 
ceeding, when 

Mr.  Slade  explained:  He  had  not  intended  to 
say  that,  when  the  clerk  had  called  the  names  of  all 
the  members  whose  seats  are  not  contested,  the 
house  should  ihen  proceed  to  organize;  but  that 
it  should  then  proceed,  before  organization,  to  act 
upon  the  question  of  the  contested  seats,  so  far  as 
to  decide  who  are  prima  facie  entitled  to  such  seals. 

Mr.  Randolph  said  he  had  misunderstood  the 
gentleman.  All  that  he  wished  was  that  the  law 
might  be  read,  and  that  then  the  certificate  of  those 
who  contested  the  seats  of  his  colleagues  might  al- 
so be  read.  There  would  then  be  something  before 
the  house. 

Mr.  Bynum  rose  to  reply  to  certain  statements 
which  had  been  made  for  facts,  but  which  were  not 
so.  He  knew  it  to  be  a practice  with  many,  in 
and  out  of  this  house,  to  assume  for  a fact  every 
thing  which  they  thought  proper.  The  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Sergeant),  with  whom  it 
was  characteristic,  had  assumed  for  a fact  that  this 
was  the  first  time  that  ever  the  seat  of  a member 
had  been  questioned  who  had  been  elected  accord- 
ing to  the  laws  and  the  constitution.  Did  the  gen- 
tleman undertake  to  say  that  he  alone  had  the  right 
to  judge  of  what  was  the  law  and  the  constitution 
in  relation  to  this  subject?  If  the  law  and  the  con- 
stitution were  so  clear  as  the  gentleman  would 
make  out,  he  (Mr.  B.)  presumed  that  there  would 
not  be  a dissenting  voice  as  to  these  gentlemen 
taking  their  seats.  But  this  was  precisely  the  fact 
at  issue.  He  said  that  these  individuals  were  not 
elected  according  to  the  law  and  the  facts.  The 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  said  they  were — that 
it  was  a clear  case;  but  it  was  to  be  borne  in  mind 
that  there  were  other  gentlemen  in  this  house  who 
had  an  equal  right  to  their  own  opinions,  and  to  the 
exercise  of  their  own  powers  of  construction  of  the 
laws  and  the  constitution,  who  saw  the  matter  in  a 
very  different  light.  The  gentleman  thought,  too, 
that  it  would  be  a reflection  on  the  governor  of  New 
Jersey,  that  it  would  be  disrespectful  to  the  state 
of  New  Jersey,  to  question  the  right  of  these  indi- 
viduals to  their  seats,  or  to  doubt  the  propriety  of 
their  names  being  called.  Were  there  not  others 
whose  interests  and  opinions  were  to  be  respected 
besides  the  governor  and  his  coadjutors  in  New 
Jersey?  He  (Mr.  B.)  thought  that  the  sovereign 
people  of  New  Jersey  should  be  heard,  and  that 
their  rights  also  should  be  respected  on  this  floor. 
If  he  understood  the  matter  correctly,  the  members 
of  this  house  were  not  so  much  the  representatives 
of  the  executive  of  the  state  of  New  Jersey;  they 
were  emphatically  the  representatives  in  part  of 
the  great  sovereign  people  o(  New  Jersey.  Here 
was  a contest  between  the  people  and  the  execu- 
tive of  New  Jersey.  The  people  called  upon  this 
house  to  do  justice;  they  said  that  the  governor  had 
committed  an  outrage  upon  their  feelings  and  rights; 
that  he  had  been  guilty  of  a usurpation — a usuipa- 
tion  for  which  in  some  countries  he  would  be  sub- 
ject to  high  responsibility.  If  the  object  of  gentle- 
men was  to  get  the  names  of  these  five  individuals 
called  while  the  house  was  yet  in  an  unorganiz’d 
condition,  what  was  to  prevent  the  names  of  the 
other  five  being  called?  The  governor  of  New’  Jer- 
sey had  ordered  his  representatives  to  be  called, 
and  he  was  to  be  heard;  but  the  people  of  New  Jer- 
sey had  ordered  their  representatives  to  be  called, 
and  they  were  not  to  be  heard.  This  was  a matter 
in  which  the  rights  or  the  people  were  at  stake. 

He  considered  all  the  propositions  which  had 
been  contended  for  by  the  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  as  impracticable.  Nothing  could  be  done  in 
the  matter  until  the  house  had  adopted  the  propo- 
sition of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Rives). 
Before  a decision  could  be  had,  it  would  be  neces- 
sary to  take  into  consideration  the  law  of  the  state 
of  New  Jersey,  but  that  could  not  be  done  now, 
because  this  was  not  an  organized  body.  Here  was 
the  sacred  chart  that  guided  11s  (pointing  to  (he 
constitution  of  the  United  States).  But,  in  de- 
ciding this  matter,  the  facts  as  well  as  the  law  must 
be  considered.  “Each  house  shall  be  the  judge  or 
the  elections,  returns  and  qualifications  of  its  own 
members;  and  a majority  of  each  shall  constitute  a 
quorum  to  do  business,”  (reading).  The  house 
must  be  the  judge  of  the  rights  of  its  own  mem- 
bers. Was  there  any  law  to  contravene  this  pro- 
vision? If  the  governor  of  New  Jersey  dared  to 
contravene  the  rights  of  members  of  this  house,  let 
his  acts  meet  with  the  contempt  they  merit.  He 
(Mr.  B.)  had  been  told  that  this  debate  had  been 
got  up  here  as  a mere  catch,  to  preoccupy  public 
attention;  and  he  doubted  whether  the  executive  of 
New  Jersey  had  even  acted  in  conformity  with  the 


law  of  his  own  state.  A majority  of  the  people  of 
his  state  thought  that  ha  had  not.  The  constitu- 
tion, then,  gave  this  house  the  power  to  take  the 
matter  entirely  into  its  own  hands.  But  what  was 
first  to  be  done?  The  house  must  be  organized. — 
The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  contended 
that  now  was  the  lime  to  take  this  matter  into  con- 
sideration. How?  By  whom?  Not  a step  could 
be  taken  until  there  was  some  organization.  Mr. 
B.  then  proceeded  to  vindicate  the  course  which 
the  clerk  had  taken.  A brief  intermediate  explana- 
tory conversation  ensued  between  Messrs.  Bynum, 
Slade  and  Mercer,  on  other  points,  and  Mr.  Bynum 
concluded  hi3  remarks  by  reading  an  extract  from 
the  journals  in  the  case  of  Moore  and  Letcher,  and 
which  he  cited  in  support  of  his  own  opinions. 

Mr.  Galbraith  expressed  views  corresponding 
with  those  taken  by  Mr.  Slade.  He  contended  that 
the  rule  by  which  New  Jersey  was  called  in  her 
present  place  was  simply  a geographical  one,  and 
that  no  inconvenience  could  result  from  passing  her 
over  until  the  house  had  organized.  The  clerk  had 
acted  upon  the  principle  that  he  was  not  to  decide 
who  were  members,  and  in  that  position  Mr.  G. 
sustained  him. 

Mr.  G.  then  took  occasion  to  advert  to  a state- 
ment which  had  been  published  in  certain  newspa- 
pers, which  represented  him  as  having  made  use  of 
language  at  a meeting  in  his  own  district  on  the 
subject  of  this  contested  election,  and  which  lan- 
guage (he  said)  had  been  totally  perverted. 

Mr.  Everctl  said  the  house  seemed  to  him  to  be 
under  great  embarrassment,  and  he  hardly  knew 
how  to  get  out  of  it.  It  would  be  very  unfortunate 
for  the  house  and  the  country  if  they  should  remain 
in  this  unorganized  condition.  He  desired  that 
there  should  be  as  speedy  an  organization  as  possi- 
ble. 

The  clerk  took  his  seat  under  what  was  called 
the  law  of  parliament.  It  was  true  that,  by  a rule 
of  this  house,  not  now  obligatory,  the  clerk  remain- 
ed so  until  a suecessor  was  appointed.  He  took  his 
seat,  and  whatever  act  he  did,  he  did  under  the  law 
of  parliament.  The  usage  had  been  that  the  house 
should  cake  the  initiatory  steps  to  produce  an  orga- 
nization. No  one  could  doubt  that  this  house  had 
the  power  of  its  own  organization.  It  could  not  be 
without  the  power  to  produce  a perfect  organiza- 
tion. The  course  had  been  for  the  clerk  to  make  a 
roll  and,  by  the  law  of  parliament  from  the  begin- 
ning of  the  government  to  this  da)',  only  one  ques- 
tion was  submitted  to  the  clerk,  and  that  was  a 
question  of  necessity;  the  question  of  the  returns 
was  submitted  to  him,  but  nothing  else.  He  made 
out  his  roll  from  such  evidence  as  was  exhibit- 
ed; that  was  the  only  question  submitted  to  him; 
and  before  he  could  bejustified  in  not  entering  some 
person  on  the  roll,  he  must  be  satisfied  that  there 
had  not  been  a legal  election.  The  question  is, 
whether  the  return,  on  the  face  of  it,  is  a legal  one? 
Had  the  clerk  intimated  any  doubt  on  this  point?— 
Not  at  all.  Until  he  has  done  this,  his  (Mr.  E’s) 
opinion  was  that  there  was  no  question  before  the 
bouse.  But  suppose  this  was  not  done.  If  a return 
was  presented  which,  upon  the  face  of  it,  the  clerk 
thought  not  right,  was  it  not  his  duty  to  inquire? — 
He  might  report  a vacancy,  or  not  put  him  on  the 
roll;  but  Mr.  E’s  opinion  was,  that  such  a roll  as 
the  clerk  thought  proper  to  make  should  be  gone 
through  with  before  any  question  was  entertained. 
Virtually,  the  clerk  had  passed  the  opinion  that 
there  was  no  person  legally  returned  from  the  state 
of  New  Jersey.  It  appeared  to  him  (Mr.  E.)  that, 
right  or  wrong,  the  roll  should  have  been  called 
through  without  question,  and  that  Ihen  this  ques- 
tion of  contested  seats  would  properly  have  arisen. 
He  would  always  presume  in  advance  that  the  clerk 
would  do  his  duty  impartially.  But  the  question  of 
doubt  as  to  an  election  was  one  never  to  be  submit- 
ted to  the  clerk;  the  only  question  for  him  was, 
who  had  the  legal  return?  There  must  be  some  way 
of  proceeding  to  an  organization,  and  the  only  prac- 
tical w ay  teemed  to  him  to  be  that  the  clerk  should 
go  through  the  roll,  right  or  wrong,  whatever  it 
may  be,  and  then  the  house  might  proceed  to  act, 
and  were  competent  to  act,  by  a majority— not  to 
decide  the  question  who  were  entitled  to  their 
seats,  but  to  take  the  question  merely  on  the  returns. 

After  Mr.  Everett  concluded — 

Mr.  Craig  remarked  that  in  ordinary  cases  of  con- 
tested elections,  when  a dilatory  investigation  was 
unavoidable,  the  best  rule  of  action  was  that  by 
which  the  house  of  representatives  had  been  ge- 
nerally governed  in  past  times,  viz:  to  permit  the 
members  having  the  formal  evidence  of  right  to 
take  their  seats,  and  hold  them  until  a full  exami- 
nation could  be  made;  but  he  denied  the  applicabi- 
lity of  this  rule  to  the  case  of  the  New  Jersey  elec- 
tion, on  the  ground  that  it  was  unlike  any  case  that 
had  ever  before  appeared  before  congress.  He  stat- 


ed further,  that  there  was  evidence  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  clerk,  sufficiently  clear  to  set  aside  the 
presumption  of  right  arising  from  the  commissions 
granted  by  the  governor  of  New  Jersey.  And,  sup- 
posing this  to  be  the  case,  he  asked  if  we  should  vo- 
luntarily blindfold  ourselves  and  permit  persons  to 
take  seats  as  members  of  congress  whom  we  knew 
to  have  no  right  to  them,  and  thus  sacrifice  the  sub- 
stance to  the  form? 

Mr.  Maxwell  rose,  immediately  on  Mr.  Craig's 
concluding,  in  order,  as  he  said,  to  put  an  end  to  an 
unfounded  assumption  which  had  been  made  in  this 
debate.  It  has  been  assumed,  said  he,  that  we 
come  here  and  demand  our  seals  upon  a mere  prima. 
facie  evidence  of  a claim  to  them.  Such,  said  he, 
is  not  the  fact.  I have  ascertained  to  my  satisfac- 
tion that  we  have  received  a majority  of  the  legal 
votes  of  the  state;  and,  if  a fair  opportunity  be  given, 
I believe  that  we  can  establish  that  fact  beyond  the 
possibility  of  doubt.  We  present  here  our  certifi- 
cates in  due  form  of  law,  entitling  us  to  arrive  at 
that  state  in  which  we  can  establish  the  fact  upon 
conclusive  evidence.  For  that  purpose  we  come 
here  commissioned  by  the  governor  of  the  state  ofN. 
Jersey.  In  reply  to  another  observation  which  had 
been  made,  that  the  people  and  the  governor  of  the 
state  are  at  variance  in  reference  to  their  title  to  seals, 
where,  Mr.  M.  asked,  was  the  evidence  of  that  fact? 
The  governor  was  the  organ  through  which  the 
opinion  of  the  people  of  the  state  is  expressed;  and, 
since  he  had  given  the  certificates  of  election  to  the 
representatives  from  New  Jersey,  both  he  and  every 
member  of  the  council,  by  whose  advice  he  had  in 
that  case  acted,  had  been  again  elected  to  the  offices 
they  then  held.  We  present  ourselves  here  (said 
Mr.  M.)  with  credentials  a3  fair  as  those  of  any 
other  members  of  this  house.  If  there  be  no  possi- 
bility of  a doubt  as  to  the  legality  of  these  creden- 
tials— not  to  go  beyond  them — why  is  a distinction 
to  be  set  up  between  the  rights  of  the  representa- 
tives from  New  Jersey  and  those  on  this  floor  from 
any  other  stale?  Have  we  not  the  same  right  to 
question  the  title  of  any  other  member  here,  as  any 
member  here  has  to  question  our  right?  Who  brings 
here  a higher  or  a prior  right  to  ours?  None:  for 
my  own  satisfaction  as  a man  and  as  a lawyer,  I 
have  investigated  the  matter,  and  as  a man  and  a 
lawyer  I am  satisfied  that  we  have  the  right  to  the 
seats  we  demand.  Since  the  organization  of  the 
government,  there  never  has  been  an  instance  of  a 
man  coming  forward  with  proper  evidence  of  title 
to  his  seat,  to  whom  a seat  has  been  refused.  No 
precedent  can  be  found,  in  the  history  of  this  go- 
vernment, or  of  any  other,  in  which  the  claim  of  the 
regularly  returned  member  has  been  rejected.  If 
the  right  of  one  person  having  the  legal  return  is 
questioned,  the  right  of  another  and  another  may  be 
questioned;  and  who  is  to  decide?  Or  are  all  regu- 
lar evidences  of  titles  to  seats  to  be  set  aside? 

Mr.  White,  of  Kentucky,  next  obtained  the  floor, 
and  made  a speech,  of  which  time  allows  the  repor- 
ter to  furnish  only  a brief  and  faint  abstract.  He 
began  by  protesting  against  the  authority,  underta- 
ken to  be  exercised  by  the  clerk  of  this  house,  of 
determining  w hat  members,  possessing  undoubted 
legal  evidences  of  election,  are  or  are  not  entitled 
to  seats.  This  (Mr.  W.  said)  was  a most  extraor- 
dinary proposition,  and,  in  the  peculiarcircumstan- 
ees  of  the  case,  involved  a responsibility  which 
the  clerk  of  the  house  had  no  color  of  right  to  as- 
sume. You  (said  Mr.  W.  addressing  the  clerk) 
undertake  to  determine  what  certificates  of  election 
you  will  receive,  and  which  of  them  you  will  re- 
ject. Are  you  not  a candidate  for  re-election  to  the 
station  which  you  occupy  as  an  officer  of  this  house? 
And,  being  so,  do  you  not,  in  the  course  you  have 
pursued,  undertake  to  determine  what  members 
shall  compose  the  house  from  which  you  seek  a re- 
election?  Under  such  circumstances,  (Mr.  W. 
said),  the  clerk  ought  not,  and  cannot  assume  to 
determine  who  are  and  who  are  not  members  of  the 
house.  With  what  kind  of  propriety  (said  he)  or 
respect  for  myself,  or  for  the  rights  of  my  constitu- 
ents, can  I myself  for  one  moment  consent  that  you 
shall  determine  whether  I am  or  am  not  a member 
of  this  house?  Sir,  I protest  against  your  exercise 
of  any  such  authority. 

Mr.  W.  protesting  against  all  the  glosses  and  sub- 
tleties by  which  the  true  question  before  the  house 
had  been  attempted  to  be  disguised,  said  that  the 
naked  question  for  members  to  consider  was,  w ho, 
according  to  right,  reason  and  established  usage, 
are  entitled  to  vote  for  officers  of  this  house,  on  the 
assemblage  of  a new  congress,  until  the  house  is 
organized?  The  answer  to  which  question  was, 
that  a certificate  of  election,  in  due  conformity  to 
law,  had  ever  and  invariably  been  held  to  entitle 
members  to  seats.  Mr.  W.  proceeded  to  quote  at 
large  several  authorities  to  sustain  this  position, 
which  he  considered  impregnable.  The  first  au- 
1 thority  he  quoted  was  from  Mr.  Bynum’s  speech  in 
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the  case  of  Gholson  and  Claiborne,  in  which  that 
gentleman  maintained  that  the  certificate  of  the  go- 
vernor of  a state  was  prima  facie  evidence,  not  to 
be  disputed,  of  a member’s  title  to  a seat.  He  then 
quoted  the  speech  to  the  same  effect,  in  the  sarpe 
case,  of  a member  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Thomas), 
of  the  same  political  party  as  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina.  He  then  quoted  to  the  same  effect 
a speech  of  the  late  speaker  of  this  house,  (Mr. 
Polk).  Commenting  upon  these  and  other  extracts 
referred  to  by  him,  he  said  that  no  sunbeam  could 
be  clearer  than  the  demonstration  that,  according 
to  all  usage  and  universal  opinion  heretofore,  the 
legal  return  was  irrefutable  evidence  of  title  to  a 
■eat.  And  (said  Mr.  While,  still  addressing  the 
clerk),  you  have  by  your  own  act  shown  your  own 
conviction  that  such  is  the  law.  When  you  came 
to  New  Jersey  you  called  the  name  of  Joseph  F. 
Randolph.  And  why  did  you  do  it  but  from  your 
consciousness  that  he  had,  in  the  governor’s  certi- 
ficate of  election,  a legal  and  sufficient  title  to  a 
seat?  Yet  the  names  of  the  five  other  representa- 
tives from  New  Jersey,  having  precisely  similar 
certificates  of  election,  you  reject,  thus  setting  at 
defiance  the  law  whose  injunctions  you  have  your- 
self recognised  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Randolph. 

After  some  further  observations,  Mr.  W.  took 
his  seat;  and 

Mr.  Bynum,  of  North  Carolina,  rose  apparently 
for  the  purpose  of  replying  to  the  allusion  made  by 
Mr.  White  to  his  speech  in  the  case  of  Claiborne 
and  Gholson. 

The  shades  of  evening  had,  however,  by  this 
time  began  to  fall,  and  there  was  a general  call  for 
adjournment. 

The  clerk  stated  it  as  his  opinion  that  in  the  pre- 
sent state  of  the  house  (the  roll  having  been  only 
partially  called)  no  question  could  be  takep  either 
by  yeas  and  nays,  or  by  tellers,  or  by  count,  and 
that  no  decision  could  be  arrived  at  but  by  general 
consent  of  the  house. 

By  general  consent,  the  house  then  adjourned,  to 
meet  again  at  12  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  Bee.  3.  At  noon  this  day  the  members 
elect  of  the  house  of  representatives  were  again 
called  to  order  by  Mr.  Garland,  clerk  of  the  house 
for  the  last  congress.  After  which  he  (the  clerk) 
stated  that  when  the  house  had  adjourned  yesterday 
several  questions  were  before  it  which  still  remain- 
ed undecided,  and  a gentleman  from  North  Caroli- 
na (Mr.  Bynum)  was,  by  usage,  entitled  to  the 
floor  this  morning.  With  the  permission  of  that 
gentleman,  the  clerk  said  he  had  now  a respectful 
appeal  to  present  to  the  house.  No  man  had  felt, 
or  could  feel,  more  profoundly  than  himself,  the 
painful  difficulty  of  his  present  situation.  From 
the  beginning  he  had  been  deeply  sensible  of  the 
liigh  responsibility  cast  upon  him,  by  circumstan- 
ces, and  under  which  he  was  compelled  to  act:  and 
now,  before  God  and  his  country,  he  assured  those 
whom  he  was  addressing,  that  he  had  had  but  one 
object  in  view,  which  was,  to  do  hi3  duty  in  the 
case.  He  was  placed,  as  every  gentleman  must 
percive,  in  an  entirely  novel  situation.  All  former 
claims  to  seats  had  been  presented,  on  petition,  to 
the  house  it3elf;  the  clerk  had  nothing  to  do  with 
them.  To  this  the  only  exception  had  been  the 
case  of  Messrs.  Moore  and  Letcher,  where  the 
house,  from  the  necessity  of  the  case,  had  been 
called  upon  to  act  previously  to  its  regular  organi- 
zation; and  in  that  instance  the  embarrassment  was 
so  great  that  the  case  could  not  have  been  decided 
in  a fortnight,  probably,  had  not  both  the  claimants, 
by  mutual  consent,  agreed  to  retire.  But,  here,  in 
the  present  case,  the  evidences  in  favor  of  the  con- 
flicting claims  had  been  brought  to  the  clerk — pre- 
sented in  his  office,  and  forced  upon  him.  What 
was  he  to  do?  Was  he  to  take  the  part  of  the 
house  of  representatives,  who  were  made  by  the 
constitution  the  sole  judges  of  the  elections,  re- 
turns and  qualifications  of  their  own  members?  He 
felt  most  painfully  the  difficulty  of  his  position. 
He  had  most  laboriously  and  anxiously  investigat- 
ed the  subject,  and  had  come  to  a conclusion  as  to 
the  time  and  the  mode  of  presenting  the  subject 
itself,  and  all  the  difficult  questions  connected  with 
it,  to  the  house;  and  he  now  very  respectfully  but 
earnestly  appealed  to  the  honse,  and  asked  that,  in 
his  own  justification,  he  might  be  permitted  to  make 
a statement  of  the  grounds  on  which  he  had  acted 
thus  far.  Such  a thing  was  not  unprecedented,  and 
he  hoped  permission  would  be  accorded  him. 

Mr.  Janiftr,  of  Maryland,  asked  whether  the 
clerk  had  decided  to  review  the  course  he  had  pur- 
sued yesterday  as  to  calling  the  names  of  the  mem- 
bers elect  from  New  Jersey;  and  come  to  the  con- 
clusion to  allow  the  house  of  representatives  to  go 
on  with  its  organization  without  any  interference 
on  his  part? 

The  clerk  repeated  the  declaration  of  his  anxious 
solicitude  as  to  what  his  duty  was,  but  intimated 


that  he  could  not  depart  from  the  course  he  had 
thus  far  pursued  until  convinced  that  it  was  wrong. 

Mr.  Janifer.  If  the  clerk  wishes  the  house  to 
proceed  in  organizing  itself,  let  him  proceed  in  call- 
ing the  names  of  those  who  have  produced  regular 
certificates  of  their  election  until  somebody  objects 
to  his  doing  so.  He  stopped  yesterday  of  his  own 
motion,  after  calling  the  name  of  one  member,  and 
had  not  called  the  remaining  names  of  the  mem- 
bers from  New  Jersey,  although  nobody  had  ex- 
pressed any  objection  to  his  going  on. 

Many  cries  of  “leave” — others  of  “object,”  [re- 
ferring to  the  request  of  the  clerk  to  be  allowed  to 
make  a statement  to  the  house  of  the  grounds  on 
which  he  had  proceeded]. 

Mr.  Slade  rose  and  desired  to  correct,  in  his 
place,  an  error  in  the  report  of  the  debate  of  yes- 
terday, in  the  Intilligencer.  A gentleman  from 
New  Jersey  (Mr.  Randolph)  had  understood  him 
to  say  that  the  clerk  could  put  no  questions.  He 
explained,  by  saying  that  he  had  said,  not  that  the 
clerk  could  put  no  questions,  but  that  he  could  put 
none  at  that  stage  of  the  proceedings,  because  it 
had  not  yet  appeared  that  a quorum  of  the  mem- 
bers elected  to  the  26th  congress  was  present  to 
act  upon  such  questions.  At  a subsequent  stage  of 
the  debate,  a gentleman  from  North  Carolina  (Mr. 
Bynum)  had  imputed  to  him  (Mr.  S.)  the  remark 
that,  when  the  clerk  had  called  the  names  of  all  the 
members  whose  seats  are  not  contested,  the  house 
should  then  proceed  to  organize.  Mr.  S.  corrected 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  by  saying  that 
he  had  not  intended  to  say  that  when  the  clerk  had 
called  the  names  of  all  the  members  whose  seats 
are  not  contested,  the  house  should  then  proceed  to 
organize;  but  that  it  should  then  proceed,  before 
organizing,  to  act  upon  the  question  of  the  con- 
tested seats,  so  far  as  to  decide  who  are  prima  facie 
entitled  to  such  seats.  This  explanation,  Mr.  S. 
said,  had  not  been  reported  in  its  appropriate  con- 
nection, but  had,  by  mistake,  been  placed  in  con- 
nection with  the  remark  of  the  gentleman  from  N. 
Jersey,  to  which  it  obviously  had  no  relation, 
while  the  explanation  which  was  made  in  that  con- 
nection had  been  omitted  in  the  report. 

Mr.  Atherton,  of  New  Hampshire,  said  he  had 
understood  the  clerk  to  ask  permission  to  make  a 
statement  explanatory  of  the  grounds  on  which  he 
had  proceeded,  and  he  understood  the  house  to  have 
acceded  to  the  request.  He  hoped  no  gentleman 
would  object,  and  that  the  clerk  would  be  allowed 
to  proceed. 

The  clerk  said  such  had  been  his  meaningand  de- 
sire. The  few  remarks  he  had  made  were'  intend- 
ed to  express  the  anxiety  he  felt  to  perform  his 
duty  in  the  new  and  difficult  position  in  which  he 
found  himself.  The  reasons  on  which  he  had  pro- 
ceeded he  had  reduced  to  writing  and  asked  leave 
to  read  them  to  the  house  in  his  own  vindica- 
tion. 

Mr.  Taliaferro  inquired  whether  there  was  in  the 
hands  of  the  clerk  more  than  one  return,  in  con- 
formity with  the  laws  of  New  Jersy,  of  the  members 
elected  in  that  state? 

[Loud  cries  of  “leave!  leave!”  “proceed!”  no! 
no!  “object!  object!”] 

Mr.  Stanley.  I utterly  object  to  your  making  to 
the  house  any  argument  on  this  case.  Let  your 
friend  from  New  Hampshire,  who  seems  so  well 
acquainted  with  the  statement  of  reasons  you  want 
to  read,  get  up  and  make  an  argument;  but  I ob- 
ject to  a clerk’s  making  an  argument  in  this  house, 
either  written  ororal. 

Mr.  JFIsesaid  that  he  felt  it  to  be  due  to  the  clerk 
by  the  law  of  usage,  that  he  should  be  allowed  to 
make  the  proposed  statement.  For  one,  Mr.  W. 
was  very  desirous  to  hear  it;  and  his  only  wonder 
was  that  all  other  gentlemen  did  not  feel  the  same 
desire.  He  wanted  to  hear  what  the  clerk  had  to 
advance  as  a reason  why  he  had  not  performed  that 
plain  duty  which,  as  well  by  law  as  usage,  he  was 
bound  to  perform.  Mr.  W’s  action  in  the  matter 
might  possibly  be  influenced  by  what  he  should 
hear  from  the  clerk.  The  statement  would  have  no 
authority — it  could  only  be  persuasive;  let  it  be 
heard;  and  then,  when  the  certificates  and  the  law 
were  all  read,  together  with  the  clerk’s  explanation, 
very  possibly  the  minds  of  all  might  be  satisfied. — 
He  took  it  for  granted  that  the  statement  would  in- 
clude all  the  certificates  on  both  sides,  as  wrell  as 
the  whole  law  of  the  case.  He  must  add  that,  had 
this  explanation  been  offered  yesterday,  when  the 
reading  of  the  certificates  and  the  law  were  called 
for.it  would  have  been  peculiarly  well  timed. 

Gries  of  “go  on!”  “agreed!  agreed!”  “no!  no!” 

Mr.  While,  of  Kentucky,  said  that  for  one  he  en- 
tered his  solemn  protest  against  the  gentleman  at 
the  table  reading  any  statements  whatever.  What 
officer  are  you,  (said  Mr.  W.  addressing  the 
clerk) — what  officer  are  you  under  this  govern- 
ment? Are  we  to  arrest  our  proceedings  in  the  or- 


ganization of  this  house  in  order  to  hear  you  read 
some  document  concocted  probably  last  night,  and 
calculated  to  mislead  public  opinion,  and  lead  off 
this  house  from  the  true  and  simple  issue  before  it? 

I am  sure  my  friend  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Wise) 
could  not  duly  have  reflected,  or  he  never  would 
advocate  such  a permission.  No  matter  what  news- 
paper traps  have  been  got  up  and  put  into  your, 
hands;  no  matter  what  loafers  may  have  said  and 
done  in  New  Jersey  with  a view  to  defeat  the  exe- 
cution of  her  laws,  you  are  to  go  on  and  give  it  to 
us  here,  and  read  and  read  till  the  house  is  disgusted 
at  hearing;  and  then  what  is  to  follow?  Why  a new 
debate  is  to  be  opened;  and  on  what?  Not  on  the 
points  before  us  when  we  left  off  to  hear  you,  but 
on  the  matter  and  things,  the  new  certificates,  and 
all  the  new  points  of  argument  raised  by  you  at 
that  desk.  I never  will  consent  to  it.  I protest, 
and  shall  forever  protest,  against  any  such  course. 
Not  that  I fear  the  intrinsic  justice  of  the  cause, 
but  because  we  shall  open  a floodgate  for  what  does 
not  belong  to  the  cause;  because  we  shall  be  letting 
in  from  all  the  points  of  the  compass  new  matter 
of  debate,  and  shall  thus  enable  you  to  spread  be- 
fore the  public  new,  and,  perhaps,  false  and  decep- 
tive, or,  at  least,  garbled  statements,  which  will  be- 
fore to-morrow  morning  be  on  their  way  to  every 
quarter  of  the  land. 

I believe  we  are  competent  to  settle  our  own  af- 
fairs, without  asking  the  aid  of  a clerk  to  help  us; 
if  we  are  not,  it  is  time  W'e  went  home.  I utterly 
object  to  your  interference  or  dictation.  I should  be 
ashamed  to  permit  it,  if  on  no  other  ground,  on  ac- 
count of  the  imputation  of  ignorance  its  casts  upon 
the  gentlemen  present,  myself  included.  I object 
to  it,  and  protest  against  it. 

Mr.  Wise  expressed  his  regret  at  being  thrust  into 
a debate  by  one  of  his  own  friends,  but  he  believed 
he  could  convince  him  that  it  was  proper,  legal  and 
orderly  for  the  clerk  to  make  the  statement  request- 
ed. It  was  true  that  the  gentleman  who  had  made 
it  was  not,  technically,  the  clerk  of  the  house,  but 
acted  as  such  only  by  courtesy,  usage  and  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  case.  He  was  but  the  quondam  clerk  of 
the  last  congress,  and  had  presented  himself  here, 
first,  in  order  to  render  up  the  records  of  the  last 
congress,  and  secondly,  under  the  law,  authority 
and  duty  of  usage  to  organize  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives. This  usage,  and  the  duties  it  imposed, 
Mr.  W.  proceeded  to  trace  to  the  ordinance  of  1785, 
which  made  it  the  duty  of  the  clerk  of  the  old  con- 
vention to  keep  a roll  of  members  and  to  call  it.  By 
a law  of  March  1, 1791, it  was  provided  that  the  clerk 
of  the  house  was  to  continue  such  until  another 
was  chosen;  and  under  the  act  of  1789  the  clerk 
was  constituted  a sworn  officer  of  the  house.  This 
constituted  a sufficient  reason  why  he  should  pre- 
side on  such  occasions  as  this.  The  members  pre- 
sent were  not  sworn;  the  clerk  was  a sworn  officer. 
Besides,  the  members  were  presumed  to  be  parti- 
sans— they  had  just  come  from  the  hot  mass  of  po- 
litical fermentation,  with  all  the  blinded  feelings  of 
party  zealots.  You,  sir,  (said  Mr.  W.)  are  presum- 
ed to  be  above  this  influence  of  political  fanaticism. 
You  are  bound  by  the  solemnity  of  an  oath.  To 
you  we  look  up  for  more  equal  justice.  He  admit- 
ted that  the  ordinance  of  1785  was  not  now  express- 
ly binding;  but  it  gave  rise  to  the  law  of  usage, 
which  was. 

[Mr.  W.  here  called  for  the  reading  of  the  form 
of  the  oath  taken  by  the  clerk:  it  could  not  immedi- 
ately be  produced,  but  the  rule  of  order  wras  read, 
requiring  the  oath  to  be  taken,  and  prescribing  the 
duties  of  clerk.  Also,  the  provisions  on  the  same 
subject  in  the  ordinance  of  1785.] 

Mr.  W.  then  addressed  the  clerk  personally,  and 
said  he  was  sorry  his  relations  to  him  were  not  of 
that  intimate  character  which  would  have  justified 
him  to  visit  the  clerk  in  his  chamber,  and  there  to 
talk  with  him  as  a sworn  officer  of  congress,  as  a 
man,  as  a Virginia  gentleman,  as  a Christian,  who 
needed  no  oath  to  bind  him  to  his  duty.  If  the  right 
formation  of  the  roll  of  congress  was  a duty.it  was  a 
duty  he  was  sworn  to  perform.  He  agreed  that  the 
clerk  was  not  a judge  of  the  claims  of  members  to 
their  seats,  nor  was  any  other  gentleman  present  at 
this  time  a judge.  Gentlemen  might  then  ask,  was 
there  no  judge?  Yes,  there  was.  There  were  two 
provisions  in  the  constitution,  one  of  which  applied 
to  members  while  in  transitu,  between  the  time  of 
their  election  and  the  time  of  their  taking  the  oath  of 
office,  and  another  which  applied  to  them  when 
duly  sworn.  The  first  declared  that  the  times,  pla- 
ces and  mode  of  holding  and  of  certifying  elections 
should  be  left  to  the  states,  unless  congress  should 
make  a law  on  the  subject.  Congress  had  passed 
no  law;  and  the  states  had  accordingly  regulated  the 
matter  each  in  its  own  way. 

Mr.  VV.  proceeded  to  detail  the  mode  ordained  by 
Virginia,  and  insisted  that  the  sheriffs  were  there  the 
judges;  they  constituted  the  tribunal  to  decide — a 
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tribunal  sitting;  at  home  under  their  own  state  sove- 
reignty. This  tribunal  testified  the  fact  of  each  man’s 
election,  not  to  this  house,  but  to  the  member  himself, 
and  when  that  certificate  was  shown  to  the  clerk  of 
the  house,  his  dutv  was  not  judicial  at  all,  but  sim- 
ply ministerial:  He  was  not  to  judge,  but  sim- 

ply to  record.  The  sheriffs  decided,  they  judged; 
the  clerk  simply  received  the  name  and  entered  the 
evidence.  And  now,  Mr.  Clerk,  said  Mr.  VV.  I ask 
you,  have  you  or  have  you  not  received  that  evi- 
dence in  the  present  case?  You  have  asked  the 
house  to  judge;  but  the  house  at  present  has  no  right 
to  judge;  it  comes  baelc  to  you  at  last.  You  must 
act  for  yourself;  and  this  is  the  main  view  which  I 
would  press  on  you  as  a man,  as  a gentleman,  as  an 
educated  Virginian,  as  a Christian,  as  an  officer 
bound  by  oath  to  perform  a ministerial  duty.  I 
would  have  you  to  do  that  at  once  and  directly, 
which  you  will  soon  be  compelled  to  do  indirectly. 
For,  mind  you,  in  refusing  to  decide,  you  do  in  fact 
decide.  Your  not  deciding  lias  all  the  potential  ef- 
fect of  a judgment.  Some  one  must  act  for  the 
house  cannot.  Some  one  out  of  the  house  must  de- 
cide this  question — must  of  necessity;  for  if  the 
house  attempts  to  decide  it,  who  are  to  vote?  Is 
Mr.  Yorke?  Is  Mr.  Aycrigg?  Or  are  Mr.  Dicker- 
son  and  his  companions?  Or  are  both?  If  both  sides 
vote,  or  if  neither  side  votes,  the  votes  are  lost.  We 
come  to  you — you  must  exercise  your  conscientious 
judgment  and  do  your  duty,  and  you  may  as  well  do 
it  first  as  last.  New  Jersey  gentlemen  on  both  sides 
will  claim  to  vote,  and  who  is  to  settle  their  right? 
At  every  vote  the  same  difficulty  will  arise  over  and 
over,  and  you  must  act  at  last. 

Mr.  W.  further  insisted  that  the  question  was  not 
now  what  the  governor  of  New  Jersey  ought  to 
have  done,  but  simply  what  he  has  done.  The  mo- 
ment gentlemen  went  beyond  the  question,  that  mo- 
ment they  constituted  this  vast,  numerous,  unorga- 
nized, unweildly  body  of  men  into  a committee  of 
elections.  Then  they  must  go  into  the  details  of  the 
election,  and  hear  all  about  the  loafers  and  the  unna- 
turalized citizens  who  were  said  to  have  been  carted 
from  poll  to  poll  by  both  parties.  But,  the  true  ques- 
tion was,  what  has  the  governor  done?  And  this 
question,  M.  W.  insisted,  the  clerk  had  already  de- 
cided by  receiving  the  commission  of  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph as  valid,  and  on  the  sole  ground  of  that  cer- 
tificate entering  and  calling  his  name  as  a member  of 
the  house.  Why  not  call  the  remaining  gentlemen 
whose  commissions  were  in  totviem  verbis  the  same? 
Mr.  Randolph’s  commission  was  either  good  or  bad; 
if  it  was  bad,  why  enter  his  name?  If  it  was  good, 
why  were  not  all  the  others  also  good?  If  it  gave 
Mr.  Randolph  pnma  facie  a right  to  sit,  why  did  it 
not  give  Mr.  Halsted,  and  Mr.  Aycrigg,  and  Mr. 
Yorke,  and  Mr.  Stratton,  and  Mr.  Maxwell  prima 
facie  right  to  sit?  After  some  further  remarks  de- 
precatory of  all  idea  of  physical  compulsion,  Mr. 
W.  again  solemnly  appealed  to  the  cierk  whether 
he  did  not  in  conscience  believe  it  to  be  his  duty 
to  enter  on  his  roll  the  names  of  all  who  brought 
the  certificates  required  by  law?  And  had  he  a 
doubt  about  the  formality  of  the  certificates  or  com- 
missions, if  that  was  the  proper  term,  presented  by 
the  gentlemen  from  New  Jersey.' 

As  to  the  rationale  of  the  clerk’s  duty  in  organiz- 
ing the  house,  it  was  not  properly  to  call  the 
names  ot  members,  as  members  and  require  them 
to  answer  “here;”  but  simply  to  call  the  state  from 
which  they  came,  and  inquire  who  had  the  evidence 
of  being  representatives  from  that  state.  The  mem- 
bers, insteail  of  answering  “here,”  ought  rather 
to  say,  “here  is  my  commission.”  What  evidence 
had  the  clerk  seen  that  Mr.  W.  was  elected?  Pro- 
bably nothing  but  a return  printed  in  the  newspa- 
pers; and  yet, _on  that  evidence,  he  had  been  satisfied, 
and  he  would  feel  authorised  to  call  his  name.  And 
it  this  was  sufficient  to  satisfy  him,  could  he  reject  a 
full,  regular,  legal  certificate,  in  all  respects  conform- 
able to  law?  If  he  did  not  in  his  conscience  doubt 
the  formal  legality  of  the  certificate,  he  was  bound 
by  his  oath  to  receive  it. 

Mr.  Biggs  addressed  the  house  in  support  of  the 
cleik’s  request  to  be  heard  in  explanation.  He 
agreed  that  he  had  virtually  decided  by  refusing  to 
call  the  other  names  of  New  Jersey  members;  but 
as  he  had  respectfully  asked  leave  to  state  the 
grounds  on  which  he  had  done  so  it  seemed  very 
reasonable  he  should  be  permitted  to  do  so.  Mr. 
B.  greatly  doubted  the  propriety  of  the  course  pur- 
sued, but  was  willing  to  hear  explanation.  He 
hoped,  as  the  clerk  thought  he  could  not,  in  the  pre- 
sent state  of  things,  put  a question  to  the  vote, 
(though  on  that  poiut  Mr.  B.  differed  from  him  in 
opinion),  that  the  leave  would  be  accorded  by  ge- 
neral consent. 

Mr.  While  explained,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Wise,  who, 
he  thought,  had  not  spoken  to  the  question  before 
the  house.  The  gentleman  had  attempted  to  prove 
the  gentleman  at  the  desk  to  be  the  clerk  of  this 


house,  by  referring  to  the  ordinance  of  17S5  and  a 
law  of  the  congress  of  1791,  both  of  which  had  as 
much,  and  no  more,  to  do  with  the  powers  or  du- 
ties of  that  gentleman  as  the  laws  of  the  Medes  and 
Persians:  the  one  was  passed  before  the  adoption 
of  the  federal  constitution,  and  the  other  had  expired 
with  the  congress  that  passed  it.  When  did  ever 
a clerk  decide  a question  controverted  in  the  house 
of  representatives?  much  less  make  a speech  or 
read  a proclamation  or  a protest  in  regard  to  it?  Mr. 
White  insisted  that  it  was  an  innovation,  and  the 
very  idea  of  it  was  enough  to  make  a reflecting  man 
start.  The  clerk  had  certainly  a right  to  publish 
his  opinions;  the  press  was  open  to  him.  But  was 
a speaker,  who  had  one  day  made  a decision,  and 
the  next  day  wanted  to  make  a long  explanation 
and  read  a book  about  it,  to  have  the  sanction 
of  the  house  for  such  a course?  He  piesumed  not. 

Mr.  Cushing,  of  Massachusetts,  expressed  a de- 
sire to  hear  Mr.  Clerk’s  explanation.  He  thought 
they  ought  to  know  why  the  proceedings  of  the 
house  of  representatives  had  been  arrested  by  the 
gentleman  in  that  chair.  Who  were  those  in  that 
hall?  The  representatives  of  sovereign  states. 
They  had  come  to  this  place  armed  with  documen- 
tary evidence  in  proof  of  their  official  character. 
They  came  here  to  take  their  places  as  of  right, 
not  by  courtesy,  not  because  their  names  were  put, 
or  were  not  put,  by  the  clerk  upon  his  roll.  They 
took  their  places  on  that  floor  by  inherent,  inde- 
pendent and  indefeisible  right.  On  that  ground  of 
right  many  members  had  been  already  recognised. 
Those  from  all  the  New  England  states  and  those 
from  New  York  had  been  already  recognised.  His 
own  name  had  been  called,  and  he  had  been  receiv- 
ed as  a member  on  no  better  certificate  than  those 
presented  by  the  members  from  New  Jersey.  Why 
were  they  not  also  to  be  acknowledged?  Had 
they  not  produced  the  same  document  as  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph? If  it  was  good  in  Mr.  Randolph’s  case,  was 
it  not  in  theirs?  True,  said  Mr.  C.  the  house  is  not 
organized,  but  were  they  not  a body?  Were  they 
not  men?  Had  they  not  souls  as  well  as  bodies? 
And  why  could  they  not  vote?  Assuredly  they 
could.  If  there  was  any  power  inherent  in  the  act 
of  organization,  it  was  the  power  to  vote.  Here 
were  four  questions  proposed;  and  were  they  so 
powerless,  so  manacled  by  these  intangible  abstrac- 
tions, that  they  could  not  pass  to  a vote?  There 
were  fifty  ways  in  which  the  questions  might  be 
decided.  They  could  act  as  the  house  of  commons 
were  in  the  habit  of  acting,  (and  the  house  of  com- 
mons was  the  source  of  our  ideas  and  our  proceed- 
ings in  legislation).  It  was  entered  on  their  journal 
in  the  commencement  oftheir  sessions,  that  the  clerk 
of  their  house  put  questions  by  order  of  those  who 
were  present — as  their  servant,  not  as  their  master. 
And  they  were  in  the  habit  of  dividing  on  questions 
put  to  them  by  him  as  their  agent  for  that  purpose. 
There  was  an  absolute  and  inherent  necessity  in  the 
thing.  Unanimous  consent!  How  was  that  ever 
to  be  obtained?  This  body  could  as  well  divide  on 
questions  put  by  the  clerk  as  a convention  could 
on  questions  put  by  its  chairman.  And  with  a view 
to  test  this  doctrine,  he  now  moved  the  members 
that  the  clerk  of  the  last  house  of  representatives 
have  permission  to  read  the  statement  that  he  has 
requested  leave  to  read,  and  that  the  question  on 
this  motion  be  put  by  the  clerk. 

Mr.  Vanderpoel  inquired  whether  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  (Mr.  While)  waived  his  objection  to 
the  motion  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, (Mr.  Cushing). 

Mr.  While  replied  in  the  negative,  and  adhered 
to  his  protest  against  any  such  permission  being 
given. 

Mr.  Vanderpoel  then  proceeded  to  observe  that  if 
there  had  been  any  thing  like  concurrence  in  the 
views  of  those  who  had  advocated  the  admission  of 
Messrs.  Yorke,  &c.  the  task  of  answering  them 
would  have  been  much  easier;  but  such  a variation 
was  apparent  in  their  inodes  of  arriving  at  the  same 
result,  that  it  induced  a suspicion  that  the  result  it- 
self was  of  a very  objectionable  character.  One  gen- 
tleman said  he  was  willing  to  trust  the  clerk:  ano 
ther  utterly  objected  to  it.  To  whom  had  most  of 
their  speeches  been  addressed?  To  the  clerk  him- 
self— and  especially  to  his  conscience.  And  what 
was  the  object?  To  induce  him  to  recede  from  the 
course  he  had  taken!  Was  it  not  then  fair — did 
not  justice,  did  not  even  common  decency  demand 
that  he  should  be  permitted  to  explain?  The  honor- 
able gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  White)  still 
adhered,  however,  to  his  objection:  what  course 
then  remained  but  to  pass  by  this  case  for  the  pre- 
sent, as  had  been  suggested  by  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia?  But,  the  gentlemen  from  Massachusetts 
(Mr.  Cushing)  said  they  could  take  the  question 
now,  as  the  house  was  organized  in  part.  But  did 
not  the  gentleman  comprehend  the  difficulty,  that 
as  soon  as  a question  was  put,  both  sides  of  the 


claimants  to  the  seats  of  New  Jersey  would  insist 
on  voting?  Would  gentlemen  perpetrate  the  mons- 
trosity of  permitting  five  more  individuals  to  vote 
than  the  constitution  recognised  as  members  of  con- 
gress? 

[Mr.  Wise  here  interposed,  and  asked  leave  to 
explain.  The  gentleman  said  it  would  be  a mons- 
trosity to  take  a vote  on  the  members  from  New 
Jersey;  but  would  it  not  equally  require  a vote  to 
pass  them  by?] 

Mr.  V.  said  this  was  no  explanation;  and  as  he 
was  not  the  catechumen  of  the  gentlemen  from 
Virginia,  he  should  proceed.  They  had  heard 
much  about  the  law  of  New  Jersey,  but  he  was 
happy  to  find  that  this  house  also  had  a law — the 
law  of  courtesy — the  law  of  decency — the  law  of 
gentlemanly  manners  in  debate;  and  that  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  present  debate  had  thus  far  been 
conducted,  furnished  a pledge  that  the  prophecies — 
he  had  almost  said  the  wishes — of  certain  people 
out  of  the  house  would  not  be  fulfilled.  Necessity 
was  the  only  and  the  sufficient  power  to  regulate 
their  present  action.  They  were  all  the  creatures 
of  the  constitution,  through  the  agency  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States,  in  order  to  exercise  the 
great  functions  assigned  to  them.  He  denied  that 
they  were  in  such  an  imperfect,  such  an  inchoate 
state,  that  they  could  not  act  on  this  case  so  far  as 
to  postpone  it  lor  the  present  till  a quorum  should 
have  been  obtained.  There  was  a necessity  in  the 
fitness  of  things  for  some  preliminary  organization; 
and  in  taking  this  ground  he  was  supported  by 
very  high  authority.  Mr.  V.  referred  to,  and  read 
an  extract  from  the  speeeh  of  Mr.  Everelt,  of  Ver- 
mont, in  the  case  of  Gholston  and  Claiborne,  in  re- 
lation to  the  question. 

Gentlemen  talked  all  the  time  about  pnma  facie 
evidence.  Why,  according  to  their  own  doctrine, 
it  was,  for  the  purpose  of  the  election  of  speaker  and 
some  other  officers,  not  only  prima  facie  but  con- 
clusive evidence.  The  constitution  of  the  United 
States  declared  that  this  house  shall  be  the  judge  of 
the  elections,  returns  and  qualifications  of  its  own 
members.  And  here  was  the  great  distinction  be- 
tween this  case  and  other  cases  of  ordinary  con- 
tested election.  This  question  arose  upon  the  re- 
turns, and  not  upon  the  merits  in  the  more  enlarg- 
ed acceptation  of  that  term.  When  a member 
presented  himself  here  to  claim  the  seat  of  another 
upon  the  ground  that  the  latter  had  received  an  ac- 
tual majority  of  persons  not  entitled  to  vote,  he  at- 
tempted to  purge  the  ballot-box  of  those  votes. — 
But  here  no  such  attempt  was  made.  Here  it  was 
contended  that  the  votes  legally  given  had  not  been 
raturned — that  the  governor  of  the  state  of  New 
Jersey  had  not  given  all  the  returns.  The  consti- 
tution said  that  this  house  should  be  the  judge  not 
only  of  the.  elections,  but  of  the  returns  ot  its  mem- 
bers. A judgment  upon  the  returns  presupposed  ac- 
tion before  the  house  was  organized  technically — in 
the  ordinary  sense  of  the  term-— although  for  all  pur- 
poses it  was  so.  And  this  was  requisite,  in  order 
to  prevent  the  first  fruits  being  eaten  or  enjoyed 
improperly  either  by  one  party  or  the  other.  The 
gentleman  from  Vermont  (Mr.  Everett)  had  con- 
tended in  the  extract  he  (Mr.  V.)  had  read,  that 
the  house  might  even  go  to  the  length  of  appoint- 
ing a committee.  He  did  not  know  (hat  he  would 
go  to  such  a length  as  that,  or  that  there  was  any 
necessity  for  so  doing.  The  laws  from  New  Jer- 
sey declared  that  the  persons  receiving  the  greatest 
number  of  votes  from  the  whole  state — not  part,  but 
the  whole  state — (not  excluding  Millville  and 
South  Amboy)  should  be  the  persons  chosen  to 
represent  the  people  of  New  Jersey.  Well;  the 
governor  had  said,  here  is  a certificate  based  upon 
a record  of  the  returns  made  to  me  of  all  the  votes 
from  the  whole  state.  Now,  the  opponent  party 
stepped  in  and  said,  “There  is  no  such  record,  we 
deny  its  existence,  and  we  bring  the  actual  record 
for  you.”  What  was  the  proper  course?  An  in- 
spection of  the  record.  Was  there  not,  then,  a 
manifest  distinction  between  this  and  ordinary  cases 
of  contested  election?  He  did  not  know  that  he  would, 
at  all  events  before  the  speaker  was  elected,  go  to 
the  extent  of  examining  the  evidence.  It  might  be 
very  inconvenient,  if  not  impracticable. 

Mr.  Everett  asked  Mr.  Vanderpoel  if  the  extract 
he  read  was  from  a speech  of  his?  Mr.  V.  replied 
it  was,  and  again  read  the  extract. 

Mr.  Everett  said  there  was  nothiogin  that  speech 
different  from  the  principles  he  contended  for  yes- 
terday. He  never  did  take  the  ground  that  this 
house  in  determining  on  the  original  right  to  a seat 
in  this  house,  could  go  behind  the  return.  There 
was  one  remark,  however,  in  that  extent  to  which 
he  wished  to  give  further  consideration.  It  was, 
that  those  whose  names  “were  not  called  by  the 
clerk  had  no  right  to  vote.  A necessity  seemed 
now  cast  upon  the  house  that  no  one  could  have 
foreseen. 


234 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— DEC.  7,  1839— CONGRESS. 


After  some  interlocutory  conversation  between 
the  two  gentlemen — 

Mr.  Vanderpoel  proceeded  to  say  that  these  were 
briefly  the  arguments  which  had  occurred  to  him 
in  answer  to  the  technical  and  formal  objections 
which  had  been  raised  here  against  the  rights  of  the 
gentlemen  chosen  by  the  majority  of  the  votes  of 
the  people  of  New  Jersey. 

But  higher  considerations  than  these  had  induced 
him  to  take  the  course  he  had  already  indicated — 
the  course  of  resisting  the  claims  of  these  generous 
(he  intended  no  personal  offence) — these  generous 
pretenders  to  come  here  merely  because  they  ex- 
hibited their  bond.  Were  the  members  of  this  body 
to  be  so  blinded  by  form  as  to  render  themselves  in- 
competent to  act  the  part  of  honorable  and  upright 
men?  Let  it  not  be  promulgated  to  the  world  that 
the  American  congress  is  so  impotent — so  tramelled 
by  form — so  deaf  to  the  dictates  of  truth  and  jus- 
tice— that  the  voice  of  the  sovereign  people  of  one 
of  the  states  of  the  union  should  be  drowned  or 
prostrated  by  the  small,  miserable  and  squeaking 
notes  of  mere  technicality. 

Mr.  Pope  said  that  the  house  presented  the  most 
extraordinary  spectacle  that  he  had  ever  seen  or 
read  of  in  any  civilized  country.  The  doctrine  ad- 
vanced by  the  gentleman  who  had  just  taken  his 
seat  (Mr.  Vanderpoel)  was  more  extraordinary 
than  he,  (Mr.  P.)  had  ever  heard  in  any  represen- 
tative body.  What  was  it?  That  gentlemen  com- 
ing here  clothed  with  a written  delegation  of  power 
to  represent  the  state  of  New  Jersey  in  the  con- 
gress of  the  United  Slates  should  be  driven  away, 
and  that  another  set  of  gentlemen,  on  their  own 
assumption,  on  their  own  declaration,  should  be 
entitled  to  be  admitted.  What  said  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States?  By  that  instrument  we 
were  a confederation  of  states,  having  a general 
government  for  certain  purposes,  and  the  several 
states  being  represented  by  congress.  How  was 
this  body  organized?  By  the  constitution,  each 
state  was  left  tree  to  provide  for  the  election  of 
those  who  should  representits  interests  in  congress, 
unless  congress,  for  special  reasons,  thought  proper 
to  interfere.  He  addressed  himself  as  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Cushing)  had  done, 
rather  to  the  members  who  came  here  clothed  with 
the  authority  of  law  than  to  the  clerk;  and  he  object- 
ed to  the  clerk  introducing  any  thing  here  either 
in  the  shape  of  an  argument,  a protest,  an  explana- 
tion, or  a vindication.  Mr.  P.  was  mortified  to  find 
so  much  difference  of  opinion  among  gentlemen 
vrho  professed  to  be  on  the  whig  side.  By  what 
authority  did  gentlemen  take  their  seats  here?  Mr. 
P.  here  alluded,  in  a jocose  manner,  to  the  difficul- 
ty which  had  been  experienced  by  himself  and 
others  in  securing  seats,  owing  to  the  unconstitu- 
tional number  of  those  claimed.  New  Jersey  had 
appropriated  to  herself  eleven  seats — she  was  en- 
titled only  to  six;  and  he  insisted,  before  going 
further,  that  five  of  the  members  from  that  state  at 
all  events  should  march  out.  They  could  not  all 
be  entitled  to  remain  here.  He  had  observed  that 
one  distinguished  gentleman  had  been  pushed  up 
into  a corner,  and  that  three  members  of  another 
delegation  had  been  pushed  nearly  into  the  fire. 
Without  intending  personal  disrespect,  he  would 
say  that  five  of  the  gentlemen  from  New  Jersey 
were  certainly  intruders,  and  that  they  had  no  busi- 
ness there. 

How  were  the  members  assembled  here,  and  by 
what  authority  did  they  come?  By  the  authorily  of 
their  respective  states.  The  question  here  raised 
was  to  be  first  decided  by  the  members— not  by  the 
clerk,  nor  by  any  other  tribunal — but  by  the  repre- 
sentatives from  the  states.  He  begged  gentlemen 
to  pause  and  reflect.  He  was  here  by  the  authori- 
ty delegated  to  him  through  the  executive  organ 
of  the  state,  whether  that  be  a governor,  a secreta- 
ry, or  half  a dozen  sheriffs — for  each  stale  pre- 
scribed the  manner  in  which  the  credentials,  or 
certificate,  or  commission,  should  be  prepared. 
There  was  a political  law  which  regulated  the  ac- 
lion  of  independent  communities  and  nations — a 
law  which  existed  before  the  foundation  of  civiliz- 
ed society;  and  that  w:as,  that  full  fail h and  credit 
should  be  given  to  the  executive  organ  of  every 
independent  communily,  no  matter  how  organized. 
When,  therefore,  Kentucky  told  this  house  and  na- 
tion, through  the  regularly  constituted  organ,  that 
she  had  elected  thirteen  members  to  represent  her 
on  this  floor,  the  members  from  Massachusetts, 
and  South  Carolina,  and  Virginia  and  all  the  other 
states,  were  bound  to  give  full  credit  to  that  dele- 
galion,  until,  in  the  exercise  of  the  power  confer- 
red by  the  constitution,  it  should  be  found  that  they 
were  not  properly  in  possession  of  their  seats.  The 
constitution  had  wisely  provided  that,  as  in  high 
party  times  great  injustice  might  be  done  to  por- 
tions of  the  people  who  might  be  deprived  ol  then- 


rights,  the  power  should  be  reserved  to  this  house 
to  judge  of  these  matters,  and  to  hear  an  appeal 
from  those  who  claimed  to  have  been  injured  by  an 
improper  exercise  of  power.  This  was  a question 
affecting  the  great  interests  of  the  country,  and  the 
principles  of  our  government.  To  him  this  was  no 
party  question;  to  him  it  mattered  not  who  was 
speaker  or  clerk.  If  he  had  his  own  will,  he 
would  be  disposed  to  advise  the  opposition  not  to 
have  their  speaker,  if  they  could;  but  to  let  the 
administration  party  elect  their  man,  show  their 
hands,  and  take  the  responsibility  of  their  own 
measures.  He  adverted  to  this  simply  to  show  that 
in  what  he  said  he  was  not  influenced  by  party 
considerations. 

He  repeated,  then,  that  according  to  the  politi- 
cal law  which  regulated  the  intercourse  of  all  inde- 
pendent communities,  the  authority  delegated 
through  the  constitutional  organ  thereof  must  be  re- 
spected by  all  others.  Would  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  (Mr.  Vanderpool)  contend  that  it  was 
not  competent  for  and  the  duty  of  the  states  to  ap- 
point judges  of  election,  clerks  and  sheriffs,  to  erect 
a tribunal  to  decide  who  was  legally  and  constitu- 
tionally elected?  The  gentleman  would  not  assume 
such  a position — all  admitted  its  correctness.  Well, 
the  tribunal  thus  properly  constituted  in  the  state 
of  New  Jersey  had,  upon  an  examination  of  the 
votes  and  returns,  and  every  thing  so  far  as  he 
knew,  determined  that  certain  individuals,  six  in 
number,  were  legally  elected,  and  had  given  them  a 
patent,  a certificate,  (or  whatever  it  might  be  cal- 
led), under  the  great  seal  of  the  state,  clothing  them 
with  the  authority  to  come  here  and  legislate.  Did 
not  this  decision  stand  in  force  until  repealed  in  the 
proper  way?  And  that  could  only  be  done  by  the 
power  reserved  to  this  house  by  I he  constitution  of 
the  United  States,  which  gave  the  house  the  power 
to  decide  on  the  returns  and  qualifications  of  its 
members.  If  there  had  been  error,  abuse  or  fraud, 
an  appeal  lay  to  the  house.  Was  there  any  other 
mode,  national  or  state?  He  had  been  a long  time 
a witness  of,  and  participator  in  the  proceedings  of 
legislative  bodies,  in  his  own  state  and  here,  but  this 
was  the  first  time  in  his  life  he  had  ever  seen  acase 
occur  in  which  objection  was  made  to  an  individu- 
al having  regular  credentials,  or  patent,  or  power  of 
attorney,  from  the  constituted  organs  of  his  state, 
taking  his  seat. 

Mr.  P.  did  not  doubt  that  the  members  of  the 
house  had  a right  to  vote;  but  the  question  wa3, 
who  were  the  members?  who  were  entitled  to  vote? 
and  by  what  exercise  of  arbitrary  power  would 
gentlemen  determine  that  the  state  of  New  Jersey 
should  not  vote?  This  was  a question  which  must 
be  settled,  and  the  house  must  be  cleared  of  all  but 
the  constitutional  number.  How  did  they  assemble 
there?  As  gentlemen;  not  to  play  any  low  game  of 
party.  They  were  bound  to  look  at  the  certificate 
of  his  election,  and,  as  honorable  and  candid  men, 
they  were  bound  to  recognise  him  as  one  of 
their  body,  if  they  were  satisfied  his  certificate  was 
right. 

This  was  a state  of  things  calculated  toalarm  the 
friends  of  constitutional  liberty  and  equal  rights. — 
No  state  should  be  shut  out  from  its  representation; 
and,  in  every  point  of  view  in  which  the  matter 
presented  itself  to  his  mind,  he  was  of  opinion  that 
a vote  must  be  taken;  and  ought  to  be  decided  that 
no  one  should  take  his  seat  unless  he  came  with 
credentials  according  to  the  laws  ot  the  state.  He 
was  ready  to  act  his  part  independently,  and  to  do 
justice  to  all. 

Mr.  P.  concluded  by  protesting  (without  person- 
al disrespect)  against  the  clerk  being  permitted  to 
read  or  make  any  explanation  or  protest;  and  against 
the  members  from  Massachusetts  or  Kentucky  be- 
ing driven  from  their  seats  by  the  intrusion  of  an 
unconstitutional  number,  and  being  thus  left  with- 
out a chair  or  a stool. 

The  debate  w-as  continued  by  Mr.  Rhelt  in  favor 
of  the  request  of  the  clerk.  Mr.  Wise  replied,  and 
Mr.  llhett  rejoined.  Mr.  Jenifer  then  assigned  his 
reasons  for  being  amongst  the  first  to  object  to  the 
course  adopted  by  the  clerk. 

Mr.  Jlycrigg,  with  the  permission  of  Mr.  Jenifer , 
rose  and  asked  the  clerk  to  state  whether,  when  he 
and  his  colleagues  presented  their  credentials  to 
him,  he  did  not  acknowledge  that  they  were  full, 
formal  and  sufficient,  and  such  as  had  uniformly 
en+itled  members  from  New  Jersey  to  take  their 
seats. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson  objected  to  the  clerk’s  answer- 
ing this  question,  unless  he  were  permitted  to 
make  a full  statement. 

[Some  confusion  arose,  which  rendered  it  almost 
impossible  to  hear  what  was  going  on.] 

Mr.  Jenifer  insisted  that  the  clerk  ought  to  an- 
swer the  interrogatory.  It  was  one  to  which  no 
man  but  himself  could  respond;  and,  as  a man  of 
honor,  he  ought  to  answer  it.  [Mr.  J.  proceeded 


with  his  remarks  and  was  followed  by  Mr.  Weller 
of  Ohio,  strongly  remonstrating  against  the  New 
Jersey  members.  Mr.  Thompson , of  South  Caro- 
lina, against  departing  from  the  customary  usage  of 
the  house — Mr.  Randolph,  of  New  Jersey,  vindi- 
cating the  governor  of  that  state  from  the  imputa- 
tion cast  upon  him  by  Mr.  Weller.'] 

By  this  time  (the  day  being  heavy  and  lowering) 
night  again  made  its  approach  perceptible,  and  a 
general  but  confused  call  for  adjournment  drowned 
the  voices  of  more  than  one  member  who  was  on 
his  legs;  intending  to  address  the  clerk. 

The  clerk  having  stated  the  proposition  to  ad- 
journ, was  about  to  declare  it  to  be  carried  by  gene- 
ral consent:  when 

Mr.  Cushing  objected  to  any  adjournment  with- 
out a vote  of  the  house  upon  it.  [He  raised  this 
objection  in  reference  to  the  decision  of  the  clerk, 
yesterday,  that,  in  the  present  imperfect  organiza- 
tion of  the  house,  no  vole  could  be  taken.] 

Some  hurried  conversation  took  place  across  the 
house  on  this  point,  in  which  Mr.  Wise,  Mr.  Mer- 
cer, Mr.  Profit  and  Mr.  Cushing  took  part,  the  lat- 
ter gentleman  reminding  the  members  that,  at  the 
first  session  of  congress  under  the  constitution,  the 
members  of  this  house  met  and  adjourned  daily  for 
three  successive  weeks  before  it  was  able  to  form 
a quorum  and  elect  its  officers. 

Finally,  the  clerk  declared  that  a majority,  in  his 
opinion,  were  in  favor  of  an  adjournment  to  12 
o’clock,  and  so  announced  the  adjournment. 

“A  count!  a count!”  was  called  amidst  cries  of 
“No?  no!  no!”  and  the  members  slowly  dispersed, 
one  member  audibly  exclaiming  in  the  midst  of 
the  hubbub,  “Now  w-e  are  a mob!” 

Wednesday,  Dec.  4.  At  noon  the  members 
came  to  order  at  the  call  of  the  clerk,  who  stated 
that  the  proposition  that  the  clerk  be  permitted  to 
read  a statement  of  the  grounds  on  which  he  had 
acted — and  that  Mr.  Duncan  was  entitled  to  the 
floor.  That  gentleman  gave  way  however,  in  or- 
der to  afford 

Mr.  Wise  the  opportunity  of  proposing  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  drawn  up,  as  he  stated,  by  Mr. 
Bolts,  who  would  have  offered  it  if  present: 

Resolved,  That  the  representatives  of  the  con- 
gress of  the  United  States  now  assembled,  to  re- 
lieve themselves  from  the  embarrassment  and  diffi- 
culties which  at  present  obstruct  the  organization 
of  the  house,  will  proceed,  by  the  acting  clerk,  to 
call  the  names  of  gentlemen  whose  rights  to  seats 
are  not  disputed  or  contested;  and  after  the  names 
of  such  members  are  all  called,  and  before  they 
proceed  to  elect  a speaker  or  other  officer,  or  to  or- 
ganize in  any  manner,  they  shall,  provided  there  be 
a quorum  of  such  present,  hear  and  decide  upon  all 
credentials,  certificates  or  commissions  of  persons 
claiming  seats  in  the  house  of  representatives,  un- 
der the  constitution  of  the  United  States  and  the 
laws  of  the  respective  states. 

Mr.  Dromgoole,  of  Virginia,  expressed  his  earnest 
hope  that  all  the  gentlemen  present  would  agree  to 
adopt  this  proposition;  it  was,  in  fact,  the  very 
measuie  a colleague  of  his,  (Mr.  Rives  J,  and  others 
who  acted  with  him,  had  all  along  been  contending 
for,  save  that  it  contained  a pledge  touching  the 
election  of  speaker  which  Mr.  R’s  motion  had  not 
included,  but  which  Mr.  D.  had,  from  the  begin- 
ning, been  most  ready  to  give. 

Mr.  Wise  said  that  this  pledge  was  all  which  he 
had  ever  desired;  if  the  proposition  should  be  adopt- 
ed, he  had  not  the  slightest  hesitation  in  trusting 
to  the  honor  of  gentlemen  that  the  pledge  would  be 
conscientiously  observed.  Wilhodt  such  a pledge 
should  the  one  side  of  the  house  yield  to  the  pro- 
posal to  defer  the  case  of  the  New  Jersey  members, 
till  there  should  be  a quorum  without  them,  there 
could  be  no  security  that  they  would  not  thereby 
be  thrown  out  of  a fair  vote  for  speaker;  unless, 
indeed,  the  clerk  should  himself  undertake  to  de- 
cide the  question,  which  Mr.  W.  believed  that  gen- 
tleman could  not,  under  his  views  of  the  matter,  be 
expected  to  do. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson,  of  Tennessee,  said  that  this 
proposition  entirely  met  the  views  of  himself  and 
his  friends,  and  he  was  prepared  to  adopt  it  with 
the  single  addition  of  a provision  that,  when  a quo- 
rum should  have  been  obtained,  and  should  take 
up  the  subject  of  the  New  Jersey  seats,  they  would 
agree  to  regulate  their  action  according  to  the  rules 
of  order  generally  observed  by  the  house;  otherwise 
they  would  get  into  inextricable  confusion. 

Mr.  Wise  pressed  for  action  on  the  proposition 
as  it  stood,  and  hoped  other  questions  would  be 
deferred  till  this  was  settled. 

Mr.  Hunt,  of  New  York,  presented,  as  a substi- 
tute for  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Wise,  the  following: 

Resolved.  That  this  house  will  now  proceed  to  elect 
a temporary  speaker,  allowing  the  members  from  New 
Jersev  (producing  the  evidence  given  according  to  the 
law  of  that  state)  to  vote  on  the  question.  That  the 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— DEC.  7,  1839— CONGRESS. 


235 


speaker  tlius  chosen  shall  appoint  none  of  the  commit- 
tees of  the  house.  That  the  committee  of  elections 
shall  be  chosen  by  ballot.  And  that,  after  the  question 
on  the  disputed  seats  shall  have  been  settled  by  the 
house,  we  will  then  proceed  to  choose  a speaker  for 
the  26th  congress. 

Cries  of  “no,  no!”  resounded  from  all  quarters, 
and  Mr.  Hunt  did  not  press  his  motion. 

The  debate  was  continued  with  much  animation 
by  Mr.  Rives,  of  Va.  in  favor  of  Mr.  Wise’s  resolu- 
tion— Mr.  Hoffman , of  New  York,  in  opposition  to 
it. 

Mr.  Graves,  of  Ken.  offered  the  following  substi- 
tute for  Mr.  Wise’s  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  acting  clerk  of  this  house  shall 
proceed  with  the  call  of  the  members  front  the  different 
states  of  the  union  in  the  usual  way,  calling  the  names 
of  such  members  from  New  Jersey  as  hold  the  regular 
and  legal  commissions  from  the  executive  of  the  state. 

Mr.  G.  proceeded  to  advocate  the  proposition  in 
a speech  of  great  animation  and  warmth. 

Mr.  Craig,  of  Va.  and  Mr.  Pic/cins,  of  S.  Caro- 
lina replied  to  Mr.  Graves. 

Mr.  .Barnard,  of  New  York,  said  he  felt  that  it 
would  be  proper  for  him  to  wait  till  he  should  hear 
the  sentiments  of  others  who  were  older,  and  better, 
and  more  experienced  in  the  business  of  the  house, 
before  he  attempted  to  express  his  own.  Nor,  in- 
deed, had  he  ventured  to  make  up  a definite  and 
final  opinion  till  he  had  first  heard  those  opinions 
and  views  with  which  they  had  been  favored  from 
various  quarters,  and  opposite  sides  of  the  house. 
Having  heard  them,  he  was  now  prepared  to  make 
known  the  conclusions  which  rested  upon  his 
mind,  and  to  act  so  far  as  he  was  individually  con- 
cerned as  a member  of  the  house.  He  would  pro- 
ceed to  state  these  as  briefly  as  might  be:  happy  if 
they  should  seem  as  reasonable  to  others  as  they 
seemed  to  him;  happy,  also,  if  otherwise,  to  be  con- 
vinced wheie  his  error  lay. 

He  had  one  word  to  say  in  regard  to  the  clerk  and 
the  position  he  occupied.  That  functionary  had 
been  appointed  by  the  house  of  representatives— a 
body  whose  authority  continued  until  the  4th  day  of 
March  last;  it  then  ceased  to  exist.  Its  being  then 
terminated,  and  it  was  resolved  into  its  original 
elements,  which  never  could  be  gathered  and  com- 
pacted again  so  as  to  form  a body  of  the  form  and 
shape  which  that  possessed.  But,  asked  Mr.  B. 
did  the  existence  of  the  functionary  cease  with  the 
termination  of  the  parent  which  gave  him  being? — 
No!  he  had  more  than  a l'cetal  existence.  The  clerk 
was  born  with  full  life;  he  had  a complete,  perfect 
and  independent  being,  recognised  by  the  constitu- 
tion and  the  laws — an  officer  upon  whom  the  laws 
imposed,  in  part,  duties  to  be  performed  as  well  af- 
ter, as  before,  the  termination  of  the  existence  of 
this  body. 

In  my  judgment  (continued  Mr.  B.)  that  func- 
tionary was  not  only  the  clerk  of  the  last  house, 
but  he  is  legally  aud  rightfully  the  clerk  of  this 
house — and  is  so  to  continue  by  law  until  his  suc- 
cessor shall  be  appointed  and  sworn.  It  is  part  of 
the  wisdom  of  the  common  law  that  the  public  in- 
terest should  never  be  permitted  to  suffer  for  want 
of  an  incumbent  to  fill  an  important  office;  and  in 
all  cases  where  an  office  is  created  for  a term  limit- 
ed by  law,  and  when  no  special  provision  is  made 
for  filling  a vacancy  which  might  occur — in  all 
such  cases,  by  the  common  law  of  the  land  from 
which  we  derived  our  origin,  and  by  the  common 
law  of  our  own  land,  this  functionary  holds  over 
and  continues  in  power  until  a successor  shall  be 
appointed.  Now,  it  is  in  analogy  with  this  rule  of 
the  common  law  that  the  rule  of  parliamentary  law 
was  adopted  that  the  clerk  of  our  house  should  con- 
tinue in  office  until  his  successor  be  appointed. 
This  is  the  settled  parliamentary  law  of  England, 
and  as  such  I regard  it  here.  I consider  that  the 
clerk  has  done  no  more  than  he  was  bound  to  do 
by  the  tenure  of  his  office.  He  is  rightfully  there, 
and,  being  there,  is  entitled  to  all  the  respect,  pri- 
vileges and  immunities  which  belong  to  the  office. 
I regard  the  clerk  of  the  house  of  representatives, 
occupying  the  position  he  occupies  here,  as  having 
his  powers  enlarged  in  the  absence  of  the  speaker; 
and  such,  according  to  my  understanding  of  the 
parliamentary  law  of  England,  I regard  to  be  the 
uniform  practice;  and  so  it  ought  to  be  here.  So 
enlarged  are  his  powers  that  it  is  competent  for 
him,  and  it  is  his  duty,  not  only  to  prepare  and  call 
the  roll  of  the  members  of  a new  congress,  but 
also,  when  necessary,  to  put  any  question  to  the 
house,  upon  a division,  which  the  house  may  de- 
cide— to  put  questions  of  adjournment,  of  a divi- 
sion, upon  the  election  of  speaker,  and  any  other 
questions  which  it  is  competent  for  the  house  in 
this  partially  organized  state  to  entertain.  Thus 
much  in  relation  to  the  clerk. 

Now,  we  have  assembled  here  a large  number  oT 
gentlemen  claiming  the  character,  rights  and  privi- 
leges which  belong,  by  the  constitution  and  the 


laws,  to  representatives  in  congress.  We  assem- 
bled here  on  the  day  appointed  bylaw  for  the  meet- 
ing of  the  26th  congress — we  assembled  in  the 
place  appointed  bylaw  for  the  meeting  of  the  house 
of  representatives.  Every  man  who  has  taken  his 
seaton  this  floor  claims  to  be  here  under  the  cha- 
racter and  with  the  rights  and  privileges  of  a re- 
presentative. Thus  having  assembled,  the  clerk 
assumes  his  appropriate  duties.  He  appeared  and, 
at  the  proper  hour,  commenced  calling  the  roll  ac- 
cording to  usage  and  according  to  law — not  the  law 
of  usage  merely,  but  the  parliamentary  law — and, 
according  to  the  usual  and  convenient  mode,  he 
commenced  calling  the  members  by  states,  begin- 
ning with  the  state  of  Maine.  He  proceeded  as 
far  as  New  Jersey,  and  having  called  one  of  the  six 
members  entitled  to  represent  that  state  here,  the 
further  call  was  arrested  by  this  debate.  After  he 
had  called  one  of  the  six  names,  he  proposed  to  do, 
what?  To  pass  over  the  remainder,  until  he  had 
called  the  names  of  the  representalives  from  other 
states,  as  he  had  them  before  him.  And  for  what 
purpose?  For  the  purpose  of  enabling  ns  to  form 
a quorum  of  certificated,  undisputed  members,  and 
for  that  purpose  alone.  Why  pass  by  New  Jersey 
with  that  object  in  view?  And  the  resolution  of  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Wise),  as  I under- 
stand it,  is  precisely  in  accordance  with  and  in 
affirmance  of  the  position  assumed. 

I ask  gentlemen  to  reflect  whether  they  do  not 
see  that  this  proposition  assumes  certain  important 
things.  It  assumes  that  there  are  or  may  be  ques- 
tions in  the  case  of  the  organization  of  the  house 
upon  which  it  w ould  be  necessary  that  a quorum  of 
undisputed  members  should  be  found  to  vote. 
Now,  I assume  the  position,  and  I invite  gentle- 
men to  listen  to  me  whilst  I endeavor  to  elucidate 
it,  that  no  question  has  been  presented  or  suggeat- 
ed,  or  is  likely  to  arise  here,  upon  which  this 
house  is  called  to  pass,  or  upon  which  it  is  compe- 
tent to  pass.  If  this  be  so,  then  may  I not  well 
ask,  why  are  we  arrested  in  the  midst  of  a pro- 
ceeding necessary  to  our  organization?  Is  it,  or  is 
it  not  so?  The  clerk  has  told  us  that  he  wants  a 
quorum — gentlemen  have  told  us  that  they  want  a 
quorum  of  this  house.  Why?  for  what  purpose? 
What  question  is  there  which  the  house  is  called 
upon  to  pass  in  review,  or  what  question  is  to  be 
presented?  It  is  argued  that  the  commissions  of 
certain  gentlemen  from  New  Jersey  are  to  be  pass- 
ed over.  Is  this  so?  If  it  is,  I am  much  mistaken 
in  my  views.  Did  not  the  clerk  present  to  the 
house  one  of  the  names  of  the  six  members  holding 
a commission  precisely  similar?  Has  any  gentle- 
man expressed  a doubt  as  to  the  regularity  and  va- 
lidity of  those  commissions?  Is  it  not  conceded  on 
all  hands  that  those  commissions  are  right  in  point 
of  form — that  they  are  precisely  what  the  law  of 
the  state  of  New  Jersey  requires  that  they  should 
be?  Several  honorable  gentlemen  have  urged  the 
reading  of  that  law.  Why?  Certainly  not  for  the 
information  of  the  intelligent  and  enlightened  gen- 
tleman who  proposed  it  should  be  read;  not  for  the 
information  at  all  of  gentlemen  on  this  floor — for 
no  man,  in  my  hearing,  has  suggested  a doubt  that 
the  commission  read  from  the  clerk’s  table  in  evi- 
dence of  the  election  of  these  members  was  not 
letter  for  letter  in  conformity  with  the  law  of  New 
Jersey.  Then  we  want  no  quorum  for  the  purpose 
of  passing  on  those  commissions.  They  are  admit- 
ted to  be  regular;  to  be  precisely  what  the  law  pre- 
scribes that  they  shall  be. 

But  we  were  informed  by  the  clerk  that  he  was 
in  possession  of  certain  other  papers  which  purport- 
ed to  authorise  certain  other  persons  therein  named 
to  claim  seats  in  the  house  of  representatives. — 
Now,  in  regard  to  these  other  papers,  whatever 
they  may  be,  I put  this  question:  Is  there  any 
question  in  relation  to  them?  Has  any  gentleman 
prentended  that  these  papers  were  drawn  up  ac- 
cording to  the  election  law?  Sir,  the  state  of  New 
Jersey  can  only  have  six  representatives  here,  and 
you  have  got  them,  with  their  regular,  legal  com- 
missions hid  upon  your  table.  Are  tiiere  any 
more  than  six  commissions?  Is  that  pretended? 
Neither  the  clerk  nor  any  other  gentleman  has  in- 
dicated such  a thing.  There  are  no  more  com- 
missions or  papers  in  relation  to  which  any  member 
will  get  up  and  say  that  he  regards  them  as  furnish- 
ing legal  evidence  according  to  the  law  of  New 
Jersey.  If  this  is  so,  what  question  is  there  here 
to  pass  upon?  I might  admit  that  it  was  competent 
for  the  house  to  entertain  a question  as  between 
conflicting  returns  from  a state,  but  I contend  that 
these  returns  do  not  conflict.  I could  ask  cither 
of  the  gentlemen  who  appear  here,  as  I understand 
they  do,  bringing  additional  returns,  whether  they 
ever,  for  a moment,  considered  themselves,  or  claim- 
ed to  be,  existing  members  of  the  261  h congress? 

Mr.  Dickerson,  (a  contesting  member),  here  rose, 
but  Mr.  B.  declined  yielding  the  floor,  because,  he 


said,  he  did  not  recognise  the  right  of  that  gentle- 
man to  occupy  a seat  there. 

Mr.  B.  then  resumed.  If  they  have  done  so,  (all 
or  either  of  them),  I have  only  to  say  that,  in  my 
judgment,  they  have  claimed  a right,  a character, 
and  privileges  belonging  no  more  to  them  than 
they'  do  belong  to  any  other  state. 

But  how  is  it  with  the  others?  Can  any  man 
doubt  that,  with  the  commission  which  has  been 
spread  on  your  table  in  his  pocket,  either  of  these 
members  may  claim  all  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  a representative?  Suppose  one  of  these  gen- 
tlemen had  been  arrested  on  their  way  to  the 
capitol?  Docs  any  man  doubt  (hat,  by  the  exhibi- 
tion of  this  commission  under  the  broad  seal  of  the 
state  of  New  Jersey,  and  given  by  the  constitu- 
tional authorities,  his  claim  to  Ihe  privileges  of  a 
member  of  the  house  of  representatives  would  have 
been  respected?  And,  moreover,  suppose  that  some 
small  lawyer,  upon  the  commission  being  present- 
ed and  the  claim  of  privilege  being  made,  should 
offer  to  show  to  the  magistrate  before  whom  the 
gentleman  might  be  brought,  that  the  right  of  this 
member  to  his  seat  was  to  be  disputed.  As  much 
right,  in  my  judgment,  have  the  gentlemen  pre- 
senting their  irregular  and  illegal  returns  to  ques- 
tion the  fact  that  the  members  holding  these  com- 
missions have  a right  to  sit  here  and  take  part  with 
us  in  the  deliberations  and  action  of  this  body. 

Can  a question  be  raised  in  relation  to  these  re- 
turns? I mean  in  relation  to  the  fact  whether  they 
are  or  are  not  legal.  All  I mean  to  say  now  is,  that 
no  question  arises  now  on  the  regularity  of  either  set 
of  papers — in  the  one  case  the  regularity  being  con- 
ceded, and  in  the  other  the  irregularity  being  con- 
ceded. What  then  remains?  I do  not  profess  to 
have  much  experience  in  legislation,  or  in  matters 
of  government,  but  it  has  struck  my  mi  rid  with 
great  surprise  that  gentlemen  should  contend  that 
this  body,  previous  to  the  election  of  speaker,  can 
entertain,  much  less  decide  upon,  the  question  how 
the  popular  vote  of  New  Jersey  went  in  the  elec- 
tion of  representatives  in  the  year  1838.  There 
rnay  be  some  strong  obliquity  resting  upon  my 
mind  in  regard  to  this  matter,  and  if  so,  I should  be 
glad  to  be  disabused  of  it.  Such  as  my  views  are,  I 
will  take  the  liberty  to  present  them  to  the  house, 
and  will  ask  a candid  answer  to  them. 

I hold  the  house  in  its  present  state,  incompetent 
to  decide  a question  in  relation  to  the  popular  vote 
of  New  Jersey,  further  than  any  question  may  be 
involved  in  the  reception  ofthe  commission  present- 
ed to  U3  according  to  the  law  of  that  state.  The 
house  of  representatives  is  a constitutional  body, 
having  certain  constitutional  duties  assigned  to  it. 
It  has  duties  of  legislation,  duties  of  appointment, 
and  duties  judicial  to  perform.  How  can  those  du- 
ties be  performed  before  it  has  been  organized  by 
the  election  of  a speaker?  Can  we  legislate?  Can 
we  pass  laws?  Can  we  pass  resolutions  having  the 
force  of  laws?  No;  not  a man  here  will  so  contend. 
Can  we  make  appointments  to  office?  One  ap- 
pointment we  can  make,  from  the  necessity  of  the 
case— that  is,  the  appointment  of  speaker.  That  is 
the  only  one.  Can  we  elect  a clerk,  doorkeeper  or 
seargeant  at  arms,  until  we  are  organized  by  the 
election  of  speaker?  No;  no  man  will  contend  that 
we  can. 

Let  us  come  to  the  most  important  of  all  the  du- 
ties imposed  on  the  house  of  representatives  by  the 
constitution  ofthe  United  States:  I mean  its  judicial 
powers.  What  can  you  do  in  your  judicial  capacity 
before  organization?  Can  you  punish  an  offending 
member?  That  is  one  of  your  powers.  Can  you 
expel  a member?  That  is  another.  Can  you  arrest 
any  individual  for  breach  of  privilege?  That  is  ano- 
ther Can  you  exercise  the  solemn  power  of  im- 
peachment, or  entertain  the  question  of  impeach- 
ment, or  determine  upon  it?  No  man  will  say  so. 
No  such  power  belongs  to  us  in  our  present  state. — 
Well,  if  you  have  not  this  judicial  power,  have  you 
the  last  remaining  judicial  power — the  power  to  de- 
cide in  relation  to  a contested  seat  in  this  house? — 
Have  you  the  power  to  eject  one  member  and  place 
another  in  his  seat?  Nay,  have  you  the  power  to 
eject  a whole  delegation  from  their  seats,  aud  to  put 
others  into  their  places? — that  most  tremendous  of 
all  powers  vested  in  this  house.  Ifyou  can  do  this, 
I am  sure  that  some  gentleman  will  do  me  the  favor 
by  and  by  to  say  so.  I beseech  him  so  to  do.  What 
is  to  be  Ihe  form  of  proceeding?  Are  we  to  sit  here 
in  grand  committee?  or  are  we  to  appoint  a sub- 
committee, and  refer  the  matter  to  them?  Who  shall 
appoint  the  committee?  Shad  the  clerk?  Are  we 
to  have  a temporary  speaker  appointed?  Is  the 
committee  to  be  elected  by  ballot  or  viva  voce?  And 
when  the  committee  is  to  sit  on  this  solemn  busi- 
ness, will  it  be  a sub  committee  or  a committee  of 
the  whole?  How  are  you  to  try  it?  Where  are  you 
to  get  your  witnesses?  How?  Will  you  send  for 
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them?  By  whom?  What  authority  have  you  to 
send  for  them?  And,  when  here,  what  authority 
have  you  to  administer  the  oath?  Gentlemen  will 
find,  or,  a very  little  reflection,  that  we  should  be 
thrown  into  inextricable  difficulty  anil  confusion  if 
we  attempt  to  exercise  the  judicial  power  of  this 
house  before  organization. 

But  there  is  another  point.  Under  what  sanction 
will  you  undertake  to  hear,  try  and  determine  the 
important  question  of  a contested  election?  Shall 
it  be  under  the  usual  sanction  of  an  oath?  The  con- 
stitution requires  us  to  take  an  oath.  The  constitu- 
tion demands  that  we  should  take  an  oath  before  pro- 
ceeding to  business.  It  is  not  so  expressed  in  words, 
but  the  constitution  expressly  requires  that  we 
should  take  an  oath  to  support  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States;  and  can  you  perform  part  of  your 
duty  before  the  oath  is  taken,  and  reserve  such  part 
as  you  please  to  be  performed  after?  Will  gentle- 
men proceed  without  having  taken  the  oath?  No; 
upon  reflection  I am  sure  they  will  not.  I feel  con- 
fident in  asserting  that  no  gentleman  who  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  house  of  representatives  would  feel  him- 
self at  liberty  to  sit  as  a judge  upon  a question  of 
contested  seat  without  having  first  taken  the  oath. 

But  that  is  not  all.  We  have  a law  upon  the  sub- 
ject which,  so  far  as  I remember  or  have  heard,  has 
not  even  been  alluded  to  in  the  course  of  this  debate. 
That  law  requires  us  to  take  an  oath  before  we  pro- 
ceed to  any  other  business  than  the  election  of  a 
speaker.  (Mr.  B.  here  read  the  provision,  and  pro- 
ceeded). Will  gentlemen  say  they  can  proceed — 
that  the  oath  should  be  administered?  By  whom? 
The  law  requires  that  it  should  be  administered  by 
the  speaker;  and  no  other  functionary  is  known  to 
the  law  under  our  government  by  whom  the  mem- 
bers can  be  sworn.  Is  not  this  so?  And  if  gentle- 
men propose  to  proceed  to  the  exercise  of  this  extra- 
ordinary judicial  power  without  taking  the  oath,  or 
after  taking  it  when  administered  by  another  person 
than  the  speaker,  then  let  me  say  that  we  are  in  the 
midst  of  a revolution.  From  the  moment  such  a 
decision  is  formed,  you  adopt  a revolutionary  tribu- 
nal— you  adopt  a revolutionary  body,  and  you  pre- 
scribe that  that  revolutionary  body  shall  take  an  oath 
according  to  your  forms,  and  to  be  administered  as 
you  may  point  out.  It  is  for  these  reasons  that  1 feel 
entirely  opposed  to  the  course  proposed  by  the  clerk, 
and  also  to  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, (Mr.  Wise).  Iam  opposed  to  it  because  I 
believe  that  there  is  no  question  on  which  the  house 
is  called  to  pass,  or  upon  which  it  is  competent  to 
pass.  No  question  of  any  kind  or  description  is,  or 
is  likely  to  be,  before  the  house,  asking  or  demanding 
action.  What,  then  remains?  I do  not  enter  into 
the  question  whether  the  honse  has  the  right  to  try 
the  conflicting  claims  of  gentlemen  coming  here, 
and  bearing  with  them  what  they  claim  to  be  the 
legal  evidence  of  their  election.  To  my  mind  we 
have  nothing  now  to  do  with  that;  and  t consider  it 
important,  in  our  present  embarrassed  condition,  to 
avoid  every  question  not  absolutely  neeessary  to  be 
decided.  When  that  case  arises,  I shall  be  ready  to 
meet  it.  As  yet,  it  has  not  arisen.  And,  on  the 
other  hand,  it  is  a monstrous  proposition  to  my 
mind,  that  we  should,  for  a moment,  contemplate 
proceeding  to  the  performance  of  a high  judicial  duty 
in  our  present  partially  organized  state.  Why  pass 
New  Jersey  by?  It  would  make  very  little  differ- 
ence, T apprehend,  as  regards  the  dignity  or  the 
power  of  that  state,  whether  she  is  called  first  or  last. 
Standing  where  she  does',  in  the  centre  of  this  great 
confederacy,  as  if  the  very  lap  in  which  the  union 
might  repose  and  be  safe — where  ihe  south  and  the 
north  might  meet  as  on  a middle  ground,  to  study 
and  to  learn  the  important  lesson  of  patriotism,  of 
devotion  to  her  country,  written  on  her  plains  and 
in  her  camps — where,  with  the  best  blood  of  the  re- 
volution, she  mingled  that  of  her  own  children — 
standing,  I say,  where  she  does,  call  her  first  or  call 
her  last,  you  cannot  take  away  from  her  her  position 
or  her  power.  Call  her  first  or  call  her  last,  do  but 
call  her  to  her  duty,  and  she  will  be  prompt  to  obey 
the  summons.  But,  I ask  again,  why  pass  her 
over?  1 have  endeavored  to  demonstrate  that  you 
have  no  reason  to  do  so;  that  the  reason  which  you 
offer  does  not  exist  in  point  of  fact.  You  say  you 
want  a quorum.  For  what  purpose?  Will  any  gen- 
tleman tell  me? 

Let  the  state  of  New  Jersey  be  called  in  her  place. 
Let  her  not  thus  be  struck  out.  I say  to  the  clerk 
and  to  the  gentlemen  who  are  his  Iriends  on  this 
floor,  let  him  proceed.  He  has  said  that  with  the 
permission,  or  by  the  pleasure  of  the  house,  he  will 
pass  over  New  Jersey.  I trust  that,  by  thi3  time,  he 
is  well  informed  that  it  is  not  the  pleasure  of  a large 
portion  of  the  members  of  this  house  that  he  should 
pass  her  over.  If  I am  not  entirely  mistaken  in  my 
argument,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  clerk  to  proceed.  Let 
him  do  so.  If  we  could  adopt  the  resolution  of  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Graves)  without 


involving  ourselves  in  another  question  surrounded 
with  doubt  and  difficulty,  I would,  for  my  own  part, 
consent  to  do  so.  But,  does  not  the  gentleman  see 
how  conflicting  the  opinions  are  in  relation  to  it?  I 
propose,  therefore,  to  avoid  the  difficulty.  Let  the 
clerk  proceed.  Sir,  we  wait  for  you — the  constitu- 
tion waits  for  you — the  laws  wait  for  you— your 
country  waits  for  you.  In  the  name  of  all  that  is 
honest,  and  just,  and  true,  and  patriotic,  I call  upon 
you  to  proceed.  In  the  name  of  the  constitution 
and  laws,  in  the  name  of  our  common  country,  and 
in  the  name  of  God,  move  on,  move  on. 

The  debate  was  continued  by  Mr.  Cooper,  of  Ga. 
who  went  at  some  length  into  a constitutional  argu- 
ment, and  who  made  a strong  appeal  that  the  house 
should  take  the  highest  evidence  in  its  possession 
— being  the  commission  of  the  executive  of  the  state 
of  New'  Jersey.  He  replied  to  a portion  of  Mr. 
Pickens's  observations,  and  addressed  himself,  with 
emphasis  on  the  constitutional  argument,  to  the  strict 
constructionists  of  the  house.  A report  of  these  re- 
marks will  be  given  hereafter. 

Mr.  Wise  then  obtained  the  floor,  but,  on  the  ur- 
gent request  of  Mr.  Stanley,  yielded  it  to  that  gen- 
tleman. 

Mr.  Stanley  then  appealed  to  Mr.  Wise  to  meet 
the  wishes  of  many  of  his  friends  by  taking  a sober, 
republican,  second  thought,  and  to  withdraw  his 
resolution.  , 

Mr.  Wise  intimated  his  intention  so  to  do,  but,  be- 
fore he  did  so,  proceeded  to  make  some  additional 
remarks  in  reference  to  the  condition  of  the  house 
and  the  prospects  of  the  controversy — a report  of 
which,  as  well  as  of  the  remarks  of  other  gentlemen, 
omitled  by  necessity  in  this  publication,  will  be 
given  heieafter. 

Mr.  W.  at  the  close  of  his  observations,  read  an 
extract  from  the  New  York  Times  of  November  29, 
and  which  the  reporter,  happening  to  have  in  pos- 
session, here  inserts: 

“About  the  year  1314,  a case  similar  to  that  of 
the  New  Jersey  members  occurred  in  this  state.  A 
dispute  arose  between  two  persons,  each  claiming 
to  represent  the  county  of  Ontario  in  the  assembly. 
It  may  be  recollected  that,  under  the  constitution  of 
this  state  as  it  then  existed,  all  the  officers  of  the 
government  were  chosen  by  a council  of  appoint- 
ment, selected  by  the  assembly  from  the  senate. 
Under  this  regulation,  the  party  having  a majority  in 
the  assembly  had  of  course  the  power  ol  filling  all 
the  state  offices  with  their  own  partisans.  Among 
the  candidates  for  assembly  in  Ontario  at  the  period 
referred  to  where  Henry  Fellows,  federalists,  and 
Peter  Allen,  democrat. 

“By  the  law,  as  it  then  stood,  the  inspectors  of 
election  were  to  make  return  to  the  town  clerk  of 
the  number  of  votes  cast  for  each  candidate,  and 
that  officer  was  to  make  return  to  the  county  clerk, 
whose  duty  it  was  to  add  up  the  votes  returned 
from  the  several  towns,  and  to  give  a certificate  of 
election  to  the  candidate  or  candidates  having  the 
greatest  number.  In  fact,  Henry  Fellows,  federal, 
was  elected  by  a heavy  vote  over  P.  Allen,  demo- 
crat; but  the  clerk  of  one  of  the  towns  where  Fel- 
lows had  a large  majority,  in  making  his  return  to 
the  county  officer,  abbreviated  the  Christian  name  of 
tile  federal  candidate,  and  returned  so  many  votes 
for  Hen.  Fellows.  The  clerk  of  the  county,  under 
the  advice  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  then  attorney  general 
of  the  state,  refused  to  count  the  votes  thus  returned, 
and,  rejecting  the  votes  from  that  entire  town,  de- 
clared a majority  for  Peter  Allen,  to  whom  he  pre- 
sented a certificate  of  election.  The  vote  of  Allen 
gave  the  republican  party  a preponderance  of  one 
in  the  assembly,  and  of  course  prevented  the  feder- 
alists having  the  same  majority.  Allen  and  Fel- 
lows both  appeared,  and,  at  the  organization  of  the 
house,  claimed  the  seat.  Mr.  Van  Buren,  the  at- 
torney general,  had  the  management  in  the  affair  oil 
behalf  of  the  republicans,  and  the  late  Elisha  Wil- 
liams acted  for  the  federal  party.  Mr.  Van  Buren 
claimed  that  as  Allen  was  the  certified  member,  he 
was  entitled  to  his  seat  in  the  first  instance,  and  that 
Fellows,  even  if  the  rightful  claimant,  could  only  ob- 
tain it  by  a vote  of  the  assembly  after  it  should  be 
duly  organized.  This,  the  correct  constitutional 
doctrine,  prevailed.  Mr.  Allen  took  his  seat — as- 
sisted in  choosing  a council  of  appointment— by 
which  Mr.  Van  Buren  retained  the  office  of  attorney 
general  —and  then  was  ousted;  Mr.  Fellows’  right 
being  conceded  by  the  unanimous  resolution  of  the 
house.” 

Mr.  W.  concluded  by  expressing  the  belief  that 
this  must  be  good  authority  with  a large  portion  of 
the  members  of  the  house,  and  that  it  took  precisely 
the  ground  for  which  he  had  been  contending.  And, 
thereupon,  Mr.  W.  withdrew  his  resolution. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  resolution  of- 
fered by  Mr.  Hunt. 

Mr.  H.  made  some  remarks  in  support  of  his  pro- 
position. _ 


Mr  Underwood  followed  in  an  argument  in  sup- 
port of  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Wise  as  the  only 
practicable  mode  which  appeared  to  present  itself  of 
extricating  the  house  from  the  perplexity  in  which 
it  had  been  involved  by  the  act  of  the  clerk.  He 
concluded  by  saying  that  he  hoped  that  by  the  hour 
of  meeting  to-morrow  members  would  be  better  pre- 
pared to  vote  on  the  question;  and  he  therefore  now 
moved  an  adjournment. 

The  clerk  stated  the  motion,  but,  before  putting 
the  question  upon  it  to  the  members,  took  occasion 
to  retract  the  opinion  heretofore  advanced  by  him, 
that  no  vote  on  any  question  can  be  taken  until  a 
quorum  of  members  is  recognised.  Less  than  a quo- 
rum may  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  under  the  consti- 
tution; but  in  his  (the  clerk’s)  opinion  no  other  busi- 
ness can  be  done  without  a quorum. 

The  adjournment  was  carried  by  the  voice  of  a 
majority  of  members,  and  the  house  rose  as  quietly 
as  it  ever  does  in  the  rhost  tranquil  days  of  the  long- 
est sessions. 

Thursday,  Dec.  5. — The  members  elect  of  the 
house  of  representatives  having  came  to  order,  the 
clerk  stated  that  they  had  adjourned  last  evening 
pending  a motion  of  a gentlemen  from  Kentucky, 
(Mr.  Underwood),  who  had  then  announced  that 
he  should  present  himself  again  to  the  notice  of 
gentlemen  this  morning.  According  to  courtesy 
and  precedent,  that  gentleman  was  r.ow  considered 
as  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  Underwood  rose,  but,  for  the  purpose  of  an 
explanation,  yielded  to 

Mr.  Hunt,  of  New  York,  who  desired  to  make 
some  explanations — after  which,  Mr.  U.  resumed, 
and  occupied  the  floor  for  some  time,  during  which 
he  proposed  the  following  statement  and  accompa- 
nying resolution,  in  favor  of  which  he  argued  at 
considerable  length,  as  well  as  against  the  course 
taken  by  the  clerk. 

“The  clerk  of  the  late  house  of  representatives, 
in  calling  the  roll  of  members  of  the  26th  congress, 
began  at  the  state  of  Maine,  and  proceeded  regular- 
ly, according  to  usage,  until  he  came  to  the  state  of 
New  Jersey.  He  called  Joseph  F.  Randolph  as  a 
member  from  that  state,  and  then  stated,  in  sub- 
stance, that  there  were  ten  persons  besides  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph claiming  to  be  representatives  from  the  stale 
of  New  Jersey,  and  insisting  on  their  right  to  take 
seats  as  members,  when  by  law  the  state  was  enti- 
tled to  six  representatives  only;  and  that  he  declin- 
ed calling  any  of  the  claimants,  believing  it  to  be 
his  duty  not  to  decide  who  were  entitled.  A debate 
thereupon  arose,  and  the  members  elected  have  been 
unable  in  the  usual  manner  to  recognise  each  other, 
to  ascertain  whether  there  was  a quorum  in  atten- 
dance, and  to  organize  the  house.  For  the  purpose, 
therefore,  of  obviating  all  further  difficulty — 

“ Resolved , That  the  clerk  of  the  late  house  ought, 
and  he  is  hereby  directed,  to  proceed  in  calling  the  roll, 
and  each  person  called  who  answers  to  his  name,  and 
against  whom  no  objection  is  urged  to  his  taking  a seat, 
shall  be  counted  as  a member,  in  ascertaining  whe- 
ther there  be  a quorum  present;  and  each  person  so 
called,  asainst  whom  objection  may  be  made,  shall  not 
be  counted;  but,  upon  objection  being  made,  the  clerk 
shall  pass  by  the  person  objected  to,  and  call  another. 
After  the  roll  shall  have  been  called  through,  if  there  be 
a quorum  present  of  persons  against  whom  no  objec- 
tions have  been  raised,  such  quorum  shall  proceed  to 
decide  upon  the  claims  of  those  who  have  not  been 
called  by  the  clerk,  or  who,  if  called,  have  been  pre- 
termitted  in  consequence  of  objections  raised  against 
them,  and  shall  determine  which  of  the  claimantsshall 
participate  in  the  organization  of  the  house:  Provided, 
however,  That  nothing  herein,  and  no  decision  which 
may  be  made  admitting  any  one  to  participate  in  the 
organization  of  the  house,  shall  be  construed  to  bar  or 
preclude  the  house,  after  it  shall  have  have  been  duty 
organized,  from  investigating,  judging  and  deciding 
upon  the  election  returns  and  qualifications  of  each  of 
those  whose  right  to  a seat  is  questioned  before  the 
house  is  organized,  and  who  may  be  admitted  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  organization  of  the  house  by  a decision 
in  pursuance  of  this  resolution.’’ 

Mr.  Randolph,  of  New  Jersey,  next  rose  to  ad- 
dress the  honse,  when 

Mr.  Vanderpool  rose  to  order,  and  observed  that 
though  no  rules  of  order  had  been  expressly  adopt- 
ed, yet  he  presumed  that  the  usages  of  the  house 
would  so  far  prevail  as  to  entitle  a man,  who  had 
not  yet  addressed  the  house,  to  precedence  over 
those  who  had  already  spoken  more  than  once. 

The  clerk  said  that  such  would  be  the  case  if  the 
usual  rules  of  order  were  to  prevail;  but  he  was 
wholly  without  authority  to  act  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  Randolph  was  thereupon  suffered  to  proceed, 
in  opposition  to  the  course  of  the  clerk,  vindicating 
the  election  of  the  whig  representatives  from  New 
Jersey,  and  maintained  that  members  from  other 
states  ought  to  recognise  the  legally  authenticated 
certificate  of  the  executive  of  that  state. 

Mr.  R.  proceeded  to  demonstrate  the  illegality  of 
the  credentials  held  by  the  contesting  members,  ac- 
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cording  to  the  laws  of  New  Jersey,  and  of  the 
evidence  upon  which  those  credentials  were  found' 
ed;  and  he  cited  a number  of  precedents  to 
show  that  the  only  proper  way  for  the  contesting 
parties  to  proceed  was  by  petition  to  the  house. 

Why,  then,  (Mr. R.  conclued),  were  not  my  col- 
leagues called?  Without  imputing  improper  mo- 
tives to  you,  sir,  I know  that  the  seat  which  you 
occupy  is  to  be  filled,  and  that  the  seat  beyond  and 
above  it  is  to  be  filled.  What  is  the  mere  triumph 
of  a party  when  put  in  comparison  with  the  over- 
turning of  the  great  principles  of  the  constitution 
of  our  country?  It  is  not  for  such  a pitiful  triumph 
that  1 and  my  colleagues  are  contending.  No;  it  is 
for  higher  and  nobler  ends  that  we  come  here.  Is 
it  for  this  that  our  state  has  been  degraded  and 
struck  out  by  this  house?  Is  it  for  this  that  hersig- 
nature,  the  only  means  by  which  she  can  speak  as 
a soverign  and  independent  state,  is  to  be  torn 
from  her  and  trampled  under  foot?  Who  is  to  do 
this?  The  high  minded  gentlemen  from  the  south? 
the  advocates  of  state  sovereignty?  Are  they  to 
join  in  this  crusade  against  us?  Are  the  sons  of  old 
Virginia  to  join?  Is  this  house  to  be  leagued  against 
me  and  my  colleagues?  I hope  not — I trust  not. 

Mr.  Adams  then  rose  and  said:  fellow  citizens 
and  members  elect  of  the  twenty-sixth  congress  of 
the  United  States — I address  myself  to  you,  and  not 
to  the  clerk  in  the  chair,  under  a painful  sense  of 
my  own  duty.  The  clerk,  in  the  performance  of 
an  official  duty  assigned  to  him  by  the  laws  and  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  commenced  reading 
the  roll  of  the  members  here  assembled,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  constituting  the  house  of  representatives  of 
the  26th  congress.  After  calling  the  roll,  com- 
mencing with  the  state  of  Maine,  until  he  came  to 
the  state  of  New  Jersey,  and  the  members  whose 
names  had  been  called,  having  answered,  ascertain- 
ing their  presence  here,  he  paused,  after  calling  one 
of  the  names  of  the  members  from  New  Jersey,  and 
stated  to  the  house  that  of  the  five  other  members 
from  that  state  the  seals  were  contested;  that  he 
deeming  himself  not  authorised  to  decide  which  of 
the  two  parties  of  five  members  were  entitled  to 
seats,  must  refer  the  matter  to  the  decision  of  the 
house;  and  then,  immediately  or  shortly  afterwards, 
a question  arising  upon  a proposition  beingpresent- 
ed  to  the  house,  he,  again,  in  the  discharge  of  a 
solemn  duty,  declared  that  he  could  put  no  ques- 
tion until  the  house  was  organized. 

Now  fellow  citizens,  I am  reduced  to  the  necessi- 
ty of  appealing  to  you.  The  clerk  has  said  that  he 
will  not  proceed  in  the  call,  according  to  establish- 
ed usage  and  custom.  He  has  referred  the  ques- 
tion to  a majority  of  the  house,  and  then  he  refuses 
to  put  to  this  body  that  or  any  other  question,  with 
the  exception  that,  upon  further  consideration,  and 
having  in  the  interim  consulted  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States,  he  discovered  yesterday  that  he 
might  put  the  question  of  adjournment.  He,  there- 
fore put  it;  but  he  gave  notice  that  he  should  put  no 
other  question. 

Fellow  citizens,  in  what  predicament  are  w'e  thus 
laced?  We  are  fixed  as  firmly  and  as  immova- 
ly  as  these  columns  around  the  house.  We  can 
neither  go  forward  nor  backward,  and  the  clerk 
tells  us  that  he  will  persist  in  both  the  decisions  he 
has  made.  What  then  is  our  position?  I have 
waited  here  four  days  (for  we  are  now  drawing  to 
the  conclusion  of  the  fourth  day)  with  a fixed  de- 
termination not  to  enter  into  this  controversy  It 
was  ray  intention  not  to  have  said  one  word  on  this 
question.  At  the  last  session  of  the  last  congress, 
foreseeing  that  the  very  case  which  has  now  occur- 
red would  arise,  I offered  a resolution  with  the  de- 
sign of  preventing  such  an  occurrence.  It  was  not 
the  pleasure  of  the  house  to  consider  it;  and,  there- 
fore, as  well  as  for  other  reasons  (among  which  is 
the  difficulty  of  making  myself  heard,  under  which 
I have  labored  since  the  commencement  of  this  ses- 
sion ) I determined  to  say  nothing;  and  I should  have 
persisted  in  that  determination  if  I had  not  seen  that 
under  these  two  decisions  of  the  clerk,  it  would  be 
impossible — nay,  that  the  house  might  meet  and 
stay  here  until  doomsday,  and  not  be  able  to  orga- 
nize. This  is  our  position.  Now,  it  seems  to  me 
a very  extraordinary  state  of  things.  Here  is  a 
body  of  men  assembled  to  represent  the  people,  and 
a more  full  and  complete  representation  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  never  did  assemble,  and 
propably,  never  will  again  within  these  walls. — 
Here  we  are,  and  as  a final  inducement  to  me  to  ad- 
dress this  house,  here  we  are  also  under  the  injunc- 
tion of  solemn  duties. 

The  clerk  told  us  that  he  acted  under  the  convic- 
tion of  duty.  I concede  the  point.  He  has  acted 
and  he  has  pronounced  his  two  decisions  under  the 
conviction  of  solemn  duty.  I do  not  question  even 
whether  that  sense  of  duty  was  correctly  applied  in 
his  two  decisions,  but  I say  that  we  are  placed  in  a 
position,  and  that  we  have  solemn  duties  too. 


What  is  the  first?  To  organize — to  organize  in 
some  form  or  other.  If  there  is  difficulty  in  lelation 
to  any  portion  of  us,  we  must  do  what  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son says  was  done  when  lord  Dunmore  dissolved 
the  legislature  of  Virginia  on  a sudden.  What  did 
they  do?  They  adjourned  to  a tavern — they  con- 
stituted themselves  a convention,  and  they  acted  as 
the  legislature  of  the  state  orcolony.  They  actual- 
ly, instead  of  being  assembled  in  the  place  from 
which  the  act  of  the  governor  had  excluded  them, 
adjourned  to  another  place,  formed  themselves  into 
a convention,  and  there  acted  in  the  name  of  the 
state.  This  was  irregular.  Well,  I think  that  on 
the  4th  day  of  the  session  of  the  26th  congress  that 
is  to  be,  if  we  can  ever  get  organized,  it  is  rather 
late  to  make  objections  on  the  score  of  irregularity. 

I address  myself  to  you,  therefore.  I call  upon 
you,  in  the  name  of  the  people,  to  organize;  for  you 
have  not  only  duties  to  perform,  hut  you  are  under 
a high  responsibility  to  the  people  to  perform  that 
duty.  Oigatiize.  When  you  have  done  that,  you 
can  undoubtedly  take  a question  as  heretofore.  I 
now  call  upon  the  whole  house  to  discharge  that 
duty,  and,  in  the  discharge  of  my  duty  most  reluc- 
tantly performed,  I call  upon  the  majority — that 
majority  which  has  the  power — to  organize  the 
house.  Fellow  citizens,  we  have  been  recently 
told,  in  the  offical  organ  of  the  present  administra- 
tion, that  there  is  a majority  of  this  house,  without 
the  members  of  New  Jersey,  or  counting  them  as 
adverse,  devoted  to  the  administration.  And  not 
only  has  the  official  organ  stated  this  fact,  but  it  has 
given  the  precise  number  of  that  majority  as  one 
hundred  and  twenty-one  members, and  everyone 
of  them  here.  One  hundred  and  twenty-one!  Now, 

I call  upon  those  121  members  to  organize  the 
house.  I call  upon  them,  in  the  name  of  theircoun- 
try — I will  not  say  in  the  name  of  the  administra- 
tion, fori  have  no  right  to  speak  in  their  name — 
but  I call  upon  that  majority,  in  the  name  of  that 
interest  and  policy  which  they  think  is  the  interest 
and  policy  of  their  country,  to  organize;  and  I offer 
to  this  assembly  the  following  resolution — a reso- 
lution which  lies  upon  the  table  of  your  clerk,  but 
which,  like  many  others,  is  there  in  the  limbo  o( 
vanity  and  the  paradise  of  fools — because  the  clerk 
has  repeatedly  said  that  he  will  not  put  the  ques- 
tion. A member,  a friend  of  mine  from  Kentucky, 
(Mr.  Underwood),  this  morning  offered  another  re- 
solution, and  there  are  a number  on  the  table  which 
may  go  to  the  end  of  time  and  lie  on  the  table — 
for  the  clerk  says  he  will  not  put  the  question  on 
any  one  of  them.  We  cannot  control  the  clerk — 
he  i3  here  a despot.  So  he  has  acted,  and  so  he 
will  act,  unless  you,  by  that  native  power  which 
you  possess  from  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
set  aside  all  his  decisions,  and  act  for  yourselves. 

This  resolution,  of  which  there  is  a copy  on  the 
table,  was  offered  yesterday  or  the  day  before  by 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Graves).  A 
multitude  of  resolutions  have  been  offered  since, 
but  they  all  went  into  the  same  position.  It  is  in 
the  following  words: 

Resolved,  That  the  acting  clerk  of  this  house  shall 
proceed  with  the  call  of  the  members  from  the  different 
states  of  the  union  in  the  usual  way,  calling  the  names 
of  such  members  from  New  Jersey  as  hold  the  regular 
and  legal  commissions  from  the  executive  of  that  state. 

After  reading  the  resolution,  Mr.  A.  proceeded 
to  remark:  “the  acting  clerk  shall  proceed  in  the 
usual  way” — that  is  to  say,  he  shall  do  what,  had 
it  not  been  for  peculiar  circumstances,  it  would 
have  been  his  duty  to  do. 

Mr.  Graves  (by  permission  of  Mr.  Adams,  who 
yielded  the  floor  for  the  moment)  indicated  to  Mr. 
A.  that  some  modification  of  the  resolution  seemed 
now  to  be  required.  Mr.  G.  had  understood,  from 
a conversation  with  a member  ol  the  house,  (Mr. 
Bolts),  that  the  clerk  was  now  willing  to  proceed 
with,  the  roll,  if  it  was  the  will  of  a majority  of 
those  gentlemen  whose  seats  were  uncontroverted 
that  he  should  do  so.  Under  this  impression,  and 
for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether  such  was 
the  case  or  not,  he  had  addressed  a note  to  Mr.  Gar- 
land, of  which  the  following  was  a copy: 

'•House,  of  representatives,  5th  Dec.  1839. 

“Hugh  A.  Garland,  esq:  If  a majority  of  the 
members  whose  seats  are  uncontroverted  signify  in 
writing  their  desire  that  you  proceed  regularly  with, 
the  call  of  the  New  Jersey  members  holding  com- 
missions from  the  executive  of  that  state,  will  you 
conform  to  that  expression  of  their  will?  Repect- 
fully,  \V.  J.  Graves.” 

To  this  note  Mr.  Garland  returned  the  following 
reply: 

“For  Mr.  Graves:  If  the  majority  of  the  mem- 
bers whose  seats  are  uncontroverted  signify  in 
writing  their  desire  that  I shall  proceed  with  the 
call  of  the  roll  made  in  the  conscientious  regard  to 
my  duty,  and  that  I shall  then  present  to  the  house  the 


testimony  in  contested  cases,  I will  then  proceed. 
I hope  Mr.  Graves  will  see  the  necessity  of  my 
proceeding  in  this  way,  and  that  he  will  appreciate 
my  motives  in  adhering  to  that  course.  I honestly 
believe  that  to  be  the  only  course  I can  take;  I 
most  solemnly  aver  to  him  that  I believe  no  party 
advantage  can  be  taken  in  that  course;  and  that  none 
such  is  intended  on  my  part.  Respectfully, 

H.  A.  Garland.” 

Mr.  Graves  said  that,  in  this  state  of  the  case,  the 
gentleman  from  Massachasetts  (Mr.  Adams ) could 
probably  suggest  some  course  to  counteract  the 
step  taken  by  the  clerk;  as  it  seemed  to  him  (Mr. 
G.)  to  be  utterly  impracticable  to  organize  a house 
so  long  as  the  clerk  remained  in  the  seat  which  he 
now  occupied. 

Mr.  Adams.  I commenced  this  address  to  you, 
fellow  citizens,  with  the  declaration  that  I should 
be  under  the  painful  necessity  of  appealing  from 
the  decision  of  the  clerk  to  the  house,  and  I call 
upon  the  house  and  the  majority  of  the  house  to 
set  aside  entirely  his  decisions,  and  to  act  for  them- 
selves. I have  no  doubt  of  their  power  to  do  it. 
Therefore,  in  submitting  this  proposition,  I have  no 
reference  to  the  clerk,  nor  to  any  opinion  ofhis.  I 
propose  that  the  house  itself  should  act.  It  may, 
if  it  pleases,  choose  a temporary  clerk.  It  may 
take  what  course  it  thinks  proper.  1 put  this  mat- 
ter to  the  house,  and  to  the  majority  of  the  house, 
and  1 tell  them  it  is  their  duty  to  organize  them- 
selves, and  that  no  decision  of  the  clerk  can  force 
upon  them  the  organization  of  the  house  in  any 
manner  he  may  think  proper.  It  is  in  the  power  ol 
the  house  to  set  the  clerk  aside;  but  it  is  not  in  the 
pow'er  of  the  house  to  obey  his  dictates — despotic 
as  he  i3  determined  they  shall  be.  The  house,  thank 
God,  is  not  under  the  necessity  of  submitting  to 
them;  and  I call  upon  you  to  set  him  aside.  I speak 
not  personally  towards  him;  I speak  of  his  acts  and 
of  the  situation  in  which  he  has  placed  the  house — 
that  is,  a situation  in  which  it  is  impossible  for 
them  to  act  so  long  as  his  decisions  stand.  If  he 
had  taken  a question  on  the  resolution  which  was 
drawn  up  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr. 
Graves),  and  laid  on  the  table,  and  which  I have 
now  brought  before  the  house,  I should  not  have 
spoken.  But,  one  by  one,  these  resolutions  have 
been  laid  on  the  table.  They  might  as  well  be  pu  t in 
the  fire.  The  clerk  tells  us  he  cannot  put  the  question 
upon  them — that  it  is  the  dictate  of  his  duty.  I 
hope  to  have  no  more  of  the  benefit  of  his  agency, 
at  least  until  he  has  gone  through  the  process  of  re- 
election.  I repeat,  I offer  this  resolution  in  its  pre- 
sent form — it  is  not  mine  originally,  but  it  answers 
my  purpose,  and  it  will  effect  the  organization  of 
the  house.  That  is  all  I ask;  and,  appealing  to  this 
body  now,  as  an  independent  body — a body  posses, 
ing  powers  entirely  iridtpendentof  the  clerk — I call 
upon  them  to  act  upon  the  resolution  in  such  man- 
ner as  they  choose.  Any  member  may  propose  an 
amendment;  and  if  there  are  those  (as  we  know 
there  are)  who  think  that  the  call  of  the  New  Jersey 
members  ought  not  to  be  made,  let  them  propose 
an  amendment  to  set  aside  those  members.  Let  us 
see  what  the  will  of  the  majority  is.  The  clerk 
has  rendered  it  impossible  for  us  to  do  so  in  the 
usual  w'ay,  by  departing  from  the  usual  form. 

In  the  first  place,  I call  upon  you,  in  the  name  of 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  and  to  save  them 
from  the  evil,  and,  I may  add.  the  discredit,  of  our 
being  here  a whole  week,  and,  for  aught  I know,  a 
whole  month,  without  organization,  (for  we  shall 
be  here  certainly  until  some  person  shall  appeal 
from  the  decision  of  the  clerk,  and  it  shall  be  set 
aside) — I call  upon  you,  in  the  name  of  the  people 
of  the  United  States — that  people  towards  whom 
we  have  had  so  many  wonderful  manifestations  of 
regard  and  affection.  What  will  they  say?  W’hat 
will  your  constituents  say?  What  will  my  con- 
stituents say  to  me?  This  has  brought  me  at 
last  to  the  determination  to  address  this  house 
according  to  my  duty.  What  will  my  constituents 
say  to  me  for  suffeiing  this  house  fowmste  four  days 
in  idle,  useless  debate,  when  the  first  of  its  duties 
was  to  organize,  and  at  a time  when  it  was  impos- 
sible to  organize  without  a resort  to  some  extraor- 
dinary measure?  Fellow  citizens,  I am  willing  that 
the  clerk,  under  his  sense  of  duty,  should  be  held 
responsible  to  the  people  for  four  days  wasted  in 
idle  debate.  I do  not  say  idle  because  there  has 
been  no  good  sense,  or  wisdom,  or  reasoning,  in  the 
arguments;  but  none  of  them  came  to  the  one  great 
point — that  is,  to  the  organization — the  actual, 
practical  organization  of  the  house.  That  was  our 
duty — not  to  be  debating  here,  for  four  days,  idle 
questions,  which  the  dictator  in  that  chair  said  he 
never  would  put.  I say  he  is  responsible  for  that. 
I wish  he  may  answer  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States  how  he  has  wasted  these  four  days.  But  I 
now  say,  from  this  time  forward,  the  house — the 
majority  of  the  house — and  I go  further,  and  say. 
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the  121  members  who  have  been  set  down  in  the 
organ  of  the  administration  as  the  majority  of  that 
administration,  are  responsible  to  the  people  and  to 
the  country,  and  to  mankind,  for  any  further  delay. 
If  any  one,  as  I have  said,  thinks  proper  to  move 
an  amendment  requiring  the  cleric  to  omit  the  mem- 
bers from  New  Jersey. 

[Mr.  Vanderpoel  here  interposed  and  said,  he  had 
such  an  amendment  to  propose.  Loud  cries  of 
“order.”] 

Mr.  Adams  resumed.  The  gentleman,  if  he 
‘hinks  proper,  can  propose  it  after  I have  made  the 
few  remarks  which  I have  yet  to  offer.  If  there  is 
a majority  of  the  house  determined  to  set  aside  the 
five  members  from  New  Jersey  who  have  produced 
their  credentials  at  the  table — credentials  precisely 
similar  to  those  of  other  members  who  have  been 
called  in  this  house,  and  to  say  they  shall  not  be 
permitted  to  vote,  say  so,  say  so.  Let  the  majority 
say  so,  and  they  are  responsible  to  the  people  and 
to  the  world  of  mankind  for  that  decision.  In  my 
private  opinion  I believe  that  they  cannot  say  so; 
and  in  my  private  opinion  I believe  that  it  is  the 
rights  of  the  people  of  New  Jersey  that  are  at  stake 
here.  I say  nothing  of  state  sovereignty  or  the 
governor  of  the  state,  but  of  the  people.  These 
five  men  come  here  with  the  authority  required  by 
the  constitution  and  laws,  declaring  themselves 
representatives  of  the  people  of  New  Jersey;  and 
the  constitution  and  the  laws  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  laws  of  the  state  of  New  Jersey,  have  said 
that  no  other  evidence  shall  be  received  of  the  will 
of  the  people.  Thi3  is  the  evidence,  and  the  only 
evidence,  that  has  been  presented.  Now,  that  be- 
ing so,  these  gentlemen  come  here  and  present  it. 
You  have  already  received  one  member  presenting 
it.  If  you  refuse  the  five  others  having  the  same 
evidence,  it  is  not  the  members  whom  you  turn  out 
of  this  house  and  refuse  to  allow  to  vote — it  is  not 
them  whom  you  outrage — it  is  the  sovereign  peo- 
ple of  the  state  of  New  Jersey  whom  they  repre- 
sent. Whatever  may  be  the  ultimate  determina- 
tion of  the  house,  here  are  men  coming  here  under 
the  forms  prescribed  by  the  constitution  and  the 
laws  for  true  representatives  of  the  state  of  New 
Jersey,  in  whom  the  rights  of  the  people  of  that 
state  are  vested;  and  you  cannot  deprive  them  of 
that  right  without  outraging  the  rights  of  the  peo- 
ple of  New  Jersey.  In  their  persons  is  vested  the 
right  of  the  people  of  New  Jersey  to  be  represented; 
and  if  you  say  that  it  is  not  so,  that  they  shall  not 
be  received,  it  is  the  people  of  New  Jersey  whom 
you  thus  deprive  of  five-sixths  of  their  representa- 
tion. 

Now,  I have  heard  much  of  this  respect  for  the 
rights  of  the  people — of  this  contempt  for  the  sig 
nature  of  a governor  of  the  state,  and  of  her  coun- 
cil— and  I have  heard  it  said  that  here  is  a conflict 
between  the  rights  of  the  people  and  the  acts  of  the 
governor  and  council.  Why,  the  governor  and 
council  are  themselves  the  representatives  of  the 
people  of  New  Jersey;  and  what  constitutes  are- 
markable  answer  to  this  appeal  to  the  rights  of  the 
people  is,  that  long  after  this  election  had  taken 
place — long  after  the  exercise  of  the  authority  by 
which  this  commission  W'as  given — the  people  of 
New  Jersey  have  been  called  to  pronounce  upon 
this  very  act,  and  have  re-elected  that  very  go- 
vernor and  that  very  council  by  whom  the  certifi- 
cate was  given.  [This  remark  produced  much 
sensation  in  the  house,  and  Mr.  A.  proceeded.] 

Why,  then,  are  the  rights  of  the  people  outraged? 
How  are  they  to  be  respected?  I respect  the  rights 
of  the  people  in  those  who  come  here  with  "that 
official  document,  which  is  the  only  one  in  which 
their  will  is  manifested.  If  you  say  they  shall  not 
vote,  it  is  the  people  whom  you  outrage.  You  take 
away  from  the  people,  thus  represented  by  persons 
presenting  documents  to  show  that  they  are  the 
people’s  representatives — you  take  away  the  right 
of  five-sixths  of  them  to  vote.  And  it  struck  me 
as  strange  that  my  honorable  friend  (Mr.  Vand.er- 
poel),  who  proposes  to  offer  an  amendment,  in  his 
appeals  to  the  house  about  the  rights  of  the  people, 
whilst  in  the  very  act  of  flattering  the  people,  sacri- 
fices their  rights  and  takes  away  their  representa- 
tion— because,  if  the  members  of  New  Jersey  are 
not  called,  the  people  of  New  Jersey  will  not  be 
represented.  They  will  have  no  voice  whatever 
on  the  all  important  question  on  which  we  are  to 
vote,  for  so  I judge  it  to  be  from  the  full  attendance 
which  we  find.  At  all  events,  that  voice  will  be 
suppressed  in  the  rate  of  five-sixths.  The  cost  of 
friendship  appears  to  me  like  something  I have 
read  of  in  the  good  book  as  occurring  between  too 
persons,  where  one  approaching  the  other  with  a 
smiling  face  said,  “art  thou  in  health,  my  brother?” 
and  immediately  gave  him  a stab  under  the  fifth 
rib.  This  is  precisely  the  friendship  of  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York.  He  proposes,  as  an  evidence 
of  his  respect  for  the  people,  to  deprive  them  of. 


five-sixths  of  their  representation.  Now,  the  mani- 
festations of  love  and  affection  are  various,  and 
different  in  different  individuals.  I do  profess  to 
have  as  much  respect  for  the  rights  of  the  people 
as  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  who,  I under- 
stand, is  to  be  one  of  the  leaders  of  this  house,  and 
of  whom,  therefore,  I speak  with  great  respect  and 
reverence.  His  mode  of  protecting  the  rights  of 
the  people  is  to  take  away  five-sixths  of  their  re- 
presentation in  one  of  the  most  important  transac- 
tions that  this  house  could  perform.  My  mode 
consists  in  letting  them  have  their  own;  and,  as 
they  cannot  have  a double  representation,  because 
the  constitution  will  not  allow  it,  I give  them  a re- 
presentation in  those  who  have  the  evidence  which 
the  people  themselves  have  declared  should  be  the 
only  evidence  to  show  what  their  will  is. 

These  are  the  reasons  why  I have  offered  the  re- 
solution which  lays  on  the  clerk’s  table. 

[Mr.  A.  was  here  interrupted  by  much  confusion, 
and  the  intermingling  of  many  voices  demanding 
“How  shall  the  question  be  put — who  will  put  the 
question?”] 

Mr.  Adams  (whose  voice  reached  the  ear  of  the 
reporter  above  the  tumult)  replied,  “I  intend  to 
put  the  question  myself.” 

Fellow  citizens,  I now  wait  to  see  what  amend- 
ment shall  be  proposed  to  the  resolution.  After 
that,  as  I have  said,  I propose,  from  the  necessity 
of  the  case,  to  put  the  question  myself;  because  I 
protest  againt  the  clerk  being  addressed  at  all.  1 
appeal  to  the  house — appeal  to  a body  possessing 
the  power  to  act — I appeal  to  the  majority  of  the 
house. 

Mr.  Rhetl  rose  and  said  he  desired  to  put  a ques- 
tion to  the  clerk. 

Mr.  Adams  objected  to  any  question  being  ad- 
dressed to  the  clerk. 

Mr.  Rhetl  said,  does  the  clerk  determine  he  will 
not  put  the  question? 

The  clerk  raising  to  reply,  loud  cries  were  raised 
in  all  parts  of  the  hall,  “Answer  that  question! 
Yes  or  no,  to  that  question?” 

[The  confusion  was  here  so  great  that  it  was  al- 
most impossible  to  ascertain  accurately  the  pur- 
port of  what  w’as  said.] 

The  clerk  proceeded  to  state  that  he  considered 
himself  the  clerk  of  the  house  of  representatives, 
and  not  the  chairman  of  a meeting. 

[Ciies  of  “Well — but  you  can  answer  a question, 
yes  or  no — say  yes  or  no!”] 

The  clerk  proceeded  to  state  that  the  clerk  of  the 
house  of  representatives,  in  accordance  with  past 
usage,  was  compelled  to  make  out  a roll  of  the 
members  of  the  26th  congress,  to  the  best  of  his 
knowledge  and  ability,  and  under  his  own  respon- 
sible sense  of  duty.  Under  that  conviction,  he  had 
made  out  a roll  on  certain  principles,  which  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  true.  Those  principles  he  had 
no!  been  permitted  to  state.  He  had  not  been  allow- 
ed to  explain  the  grounds  upon  which  he  had  acted 
in  performing,  according  to  his  sense  of  duty,  the 
delicate  charge  whicn  had  been  forced  upon  him. 
This  first  part  of  his  duty  being  performed,  he  had 
at  the  appointed  hour  of  12,  proceeded,  also,  accord- 
ing to  usage  to  call  the  roll.  His  duty  was,  when 
the  roll  was  called,  and  a quorum  was  present,  to 
put  to  the  house  all  questions  arising  up  to  the 
time  of  the  election  of  speaker.  All  this  the  clerk 
came  prepared  to  do.  In  the  call  of  the  roll  he 
was  arrested 

[Very  loud  cries  of  “No!  no!  you  were  not  ar- 
rested!”] 

The  clerk  proceeded:  A quorum  had  not  been 
ascertained.  The  clerk  then  of  course  could  not 
proceed  further  until  the  house  had  determined  in 
their  own  mode  what  was  a quorum,  and  who  were 
entitled  to  vote  or  not  to  vote.  Unquestionably  a 
quorum  was  present;  there  might  be  many  more — 
there  might  be  gentlemen  who  were  not  entitled  to 
sit  here.  The  clerk,  then,  did  that  which  he  was 
bound  to  do — he  took  the  roll  as  his  guide.  If  he 
had  put  a question,  and  a division  by  tellers  had 
been  called  for,  those  in  the  affirmative  passed 
through  the  tellers,  and  the  number  was  taken 
down;  then  those  who  voted  in  the  negative.  The 
question  was  lost 

[The  clerk  was  again  interrupted  by  Mr.  Stanly, 
who  rose  to  put  to  the  clerk  the  direct  interrogato- 
ry: “Who  arrested  you!”] 

The  clerk  proceeded.  Whether  the  elerk  was 
arrested  or  not,  is  matter  of  no  consideration;  he 
was  not  allowed  to  get  through  his  roll,  or  (o  de- 
termine what  was  a quorum  of  the  house.  He  was 
prevented  from  performing  that  duty.  The  gen- 
tlemen present  might  act  one  way  or  the  other — 
they  might  organize  themselves  as  was  done  in  the 
first  congress.  He  could  not  now  put  questions  as 
clerk  of  the  house,  but,  if  it  was  the  pleasure  of 
: the  house,  he  could  put  questions  as  chairman  of 
the  meeting. 


Mr.  Rhetl  then  offered  a resolution  that  Lewis 
Williams,  the  oldest  member  of  this  body,  be  ap- 
pointed a chairman  to  serve  until  the  house  be  or- 
ganized by  the  election  of  speaker. 

Mr.  R.  said,  no  question  could  be  taken  until 
some  such  step  had  been  taken.  The  usage  of  the 
last  congress  was  for  the  clerk  to  put  questions, 
and  he,  (Mr.  R.)  had,  on  a former  day,  read  pre- 
cedents establishing  that  fact.  But  the  clerk  had 
now  said  that  he  would  not  put  questions.  The 
result  was  inevitable — some  person  must  be  ap- 
pointed to  put  questions.  He  hoped  the  resolution 
would  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Lewis  Williams  objected.  The  proceeding 
contemplated  in  the  resolution  was  out  of  form. 
He  was  for  adhering  to  the  invariable  usage  of  the 
house. 

Mr.  Briggs  said  he  understood  the  clerk  to  be 
willing  to  put  questions. 

Mr.  Underwood  to  the  clerk.  Will  you,  sir,  put 
the  question  on  my  resolution? 

The  clerk.  I am  willing  to  put  any  question,  if 
the  principle  on  which  I do  so  is  clearly  compre- 
hended; namely,  that  I do  it  in  the  capacity  of  chair- 
man of  the  gentlemen  present. 

Mr.  W.  Cost  Johnson.  I object,  sir,  to  your  put- 
ting questions  as  chairman. 

[Great  uproar  and  confusion  here  prevailed  through- 
out the  hall.] 

Mr.  Rhetl  called  for  the  question  on  his  resolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  Lewis  Williams  said,  if  there  was  to  be  any 
order  at  all,  the  resolutions  ought  to  be  put  to  the 
house  according  to  priority.  If  the  clerk  had  (he 
power  to  put  the  question  on  the  resolution  of  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Rhett),  he  had 
equal  power  to  put  it  on  that  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Adams).  The  latter  was  en- 
titled to  priority. 

Mr.  Profit  rose,  and,  addressing  the  clerk,  said, 
you  say  that  you  were  arrested  in  the  discharge  of 
your  duty.  1,  as  a gentleman  and  a junior  member 
of  this  body,  have  a l ight  to  protect  myself  from  this 
allegation.  In  the  exercise  of  that  right,  I ask  you 
now,  as  a gentleman,  to  say  who  arrested  you? 

The  clerk.  Probably  I have  used  a wrong  term  in 
saying  I was  arrested.  I will  now  change  the  form 
of  the  expression,  and  say  I was  not  allowed  fo  go 
on. 

Mr.  Proffit.  I understand  you  to  retreat  from 
your  position,  and  to  say  you  were  not  arrested. 
Then,  I ask  you  to  proceed — I call  upon  you  to 
proceed,  and  let  any  gentleman  object  if  he  is  so 
disposed.  Why  do  you  not  proceed,  sir?  Here  we 
are  waiting  for  you.  I call  upon  you  to  proceed. 

Mr.  W.  Thompson  contended  that,  sooner  or  later, 
the  house  must  come  to  the  resolution  of  his  col- 
league, (Mr.  Rheli). 

Mr.  Rheli  then  modified  his  resolution,  by  intro- 
ducing the  name  of  Mr.  J.  Q.  Adams,  instead  of 
that  of  Mr.  Williams.  Mr.  R.  then  put  the  question 
himself  to  the  house;  and  the  resolution  was  carried 
apparently  by  a large  majority. 

Whereupon  Mr.  Adams  was  conducted  to  the 
chair  by  several  members. 

[During  these  proceedings  there  was  much  noise 
in  the  hall,  from  various  members  endeavoring  to  be 
heard,  and  from  loud  conversation,  producing  appa- 
rent confusion;  but  nothing  like  intended  disorder. 
When  Mr.  Adams  took  the  chair,  there  was  also 
a momentary  manifestation  of  feeling  in  one  of  the 
crowded  galleries,  by  clapping  of  hands,  &c.  which 
induced  some  members  to  move  that  the  galleries 
be  cleared,  but  the  irregularity  in  the  gallery  having 
immediately  ceased,  the  motions  were  not  pressed.] 

Mr.  Mercer  then  moved  that  the  rules  of  the  last 
congress  be  adopted  for  the  temporary  government 
of  the  house  during  the  preliminary  proceedings, 
which  motion  was  unanimously  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Wise  then  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  acting  clerk  of  this  house  shall 
proceed  with  the  call  of  the  members  from  the  different 
states  of  the  union  in  the  usual  way,  calling  the  names 
of  such  members.from  New  Jersey  as  hold  the  regular 
and  legal  commissions  from  the  executive  of  that  state. 

A motion  was  then  made  that  the  house  adjourn. 

On  which  motion,  Mr.  Jenifer  asked  for  the  yeas 
and  nays,  which  being  objected  to,  Mr.  J.  withdrew 
the  call. 

Mr.  Petrilcin  having  renewed  the  motion — 

Mr.  Briggs  rose,  and  said  that  the  motion  could 
not  be  entertained  until  a roll  of  the  house  was  first 
made  out,  and  it  was  ascertained  who  were  the 
members.  He  therefore  hoped  that  the  gentleman 
would  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  Petrikin  insisting  on  his  motion,  a division 
was  demanded,  and  tellers  w’ere  appointed,  when 
there  appeared  103  in  the  affirmative,  and  90  in  the 
negative. 

The  house  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson , 
adjourned. 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— DEC.  7,  1839— MISCELLANEOUS. 


239 


Died.  The  duty  devolves  upon  11s  of  announcing 
the  death  of  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  respectable 
citizens  of  Maryland — the  venerable  col.  JOSHUA 
GIST — who  died  at  his  residence  near  Westminster, 
on  Sunday  evening  last,  in  the  94th  year  ot  his  age. 
On  Wednesday  afternoon  his  remains  were  interred, 
after  the  usual  funeral  rites,  in  his  tamily  burial 
ground,  attended  by  a very  large  assemblage  of  his 
friends  and  neighbors,  and  by  several  inilitaiy  com- 
panions from  Taney  Town,  who  united  in  burying 
him  with  military  honors. 

Possessed  of  a constitution  of  unusual  vigour, 
which  had  been  strengthened  by  temperance  and  ac- 
tive exercise,  his  very  protracted  life  had  been  ex- 
empt, in  a great  degree,  from  the  infirmities  attend- 
ant upon  old  age.  It  was  only  within  a year  or  two 
past  that  his  physical  energies  began  materially  to 
decline,  since  which  period  they  have  slowly  yielded 
to  the  power  of  time,  rather  than  of  disease,  like  the 
sear  leaf  of  autumn,  that,  by  almost  imperceptible 
degrees,  obeys  the  influence  of  the  changing  season, 
till  its  vitality,  at  last  extinct,  silently  falls  to  the 
ground. 

For  upwards  of  seventy  years  col.  Gist  has  resid- 
ed on  the  patrimonial  estate  where  he  first  estab- 
lished himself  at  the  period  of  manhood,  and  where 
in  his  ever  open  mansion,  during  that  long  series  ot 
years,  he  has  dispensed  his  generous  hospitality, 
while  at  the  same  time,  he  discharged  the  various 
other  duties  of  a good  citizen. — Through  how  event- 
ful a period  has  his  life  extended!  how  various  and 
important  the  revolutions  in  the  social  and  political 
condition  of  both  the  new  and  old  world,  has  it  been 
his  lot  to  witness! 

Like  his  distinguished  brother,  the  gallant  gen. 
JMordecai  Gist,  of  the  Maryland  line,  he  was  an 
ardent  and  zealous  patriot  throughout  the  revolution- 
ary contest,  and  rendered  important  services  in 
suppressing  the  efforts  of  the  disaffected,  whose 
schemes  he  watched  and  thwarted  with  unceasing 
vigilance  and  activity.  Aware  of  his  dissolution  at 
no  distant  period  he  long  since  made  all  his  arrange- 
ments to  that  event,  with  singular  exactness,  extend- 
ing them  even  to  matters  that  are  usually  left  to  sur- 
viving friends — and  then,  patiently  awaiting  its  ap- 
proach, he  observed  with  Christian  and  philosophic 
calmness  the  precept  of  the  Homan  poet. 

Summmn  nee  metuas  diem,  nec  optes. 

[ Chronicle. 

Lady  Hester  Stanhope.  Died,  June  23> 
1339,  at  her  villa  of  d’Joun,  on  Mount  Lebanon' 
eight  miles  from  Sidon,  in  Syria,  aged  63,  lady 
Hester  Lucy  Stanhope,  half-sister  to  eail  Stanhope. 

Thi3  clever  but  eccentric  woman,  was  born  on  the 
12th  of  March,  1776,  the  eldest  child  of  Charles, 
third  earl  Stanhope,  by  his  first  wife,  lady  Hester 
Pitt,  eldest  daughter  of  William,  first  earl  of  Cha- 
tham, and  sister  to  the  great  statesman  William  Pitt. 

Lady  Hester  Stanhope  received  the  grant  of  a 
pension  of  twelve  hundred  pounds,  charged  on  the 
4 1-2  percent,  duties,  on  the  30th  of  January,  1806, 
at  the  same  date,  pensions  of  six  hundred  pounds 
each,  were  conferred  on  her  sisters,  lady  Griselda 
Tekell  and  lady  Lucy  Rachael  Taylor,  and  on  her 
half-brothers,  major  the  hon.  Charles  Banks  Stan- 
hope, (afterwards  slain  at  Corunna),  and  the  hon. 
James  Hamilton  Stanhope,  who  died  a lieutenant 
colonel  in  1825.  The  reason  of  her  ladyship  hav- 
ing a double  share*  seems  to  have  been  that  she  was 
the  minister’s  favorite  niece.  She  told  Dr.  Madden 
“when  Mr.  Pitt  was  out  of  office,  I acted  as  his  se- 
cretaiy,  and  he  had  then  as  much  business  as  ever. 
He  seldom  opposed  my  opinions,  and  always  re- 
spected my  antipathies,  In  private  life  he  was 
cheerful  and  affable;  he  would  rise  in  the  midst  of 
his  gravest  avocations  to  hand  me  a fallen  handker- 
chief; he  was  always  polite  to  women,  and  a great 
favorite  with  many  of  them;  but  he  was  wedded  to 
the  state,  and  death  only  could  divorce  him  from  his 
country.”  [ Madden’s  Travels  in  Turkey. 

In  February,  1838,  our  foreign  secretary,  lord 
Palmerston,  had  received  such  an  account  of  the 
condition  of  some  of  lady  Hester  Stanhope’s  credi 
tors,  that  he  was  induced  to  send  to  the  British  con- 
sul for  Syria,  instructions  to  stop  the  payment  of 
her  ladyship’s  pension.  Lady  Hester,  indignant  at 
this  treatment,  wrote  some  remarkably  high-spirited 
letters,  not  only  to  lord  Palmerston,  but  abo  to  the 
duke  of  Wellington,  and  various  persons  of  influ- 
ence at  home,  which  were  published  in  most  of  the 
newspapers  in  November  last. 

We  are  not  aware  for  how  many  years  lady  Hes- 
ter Stanhope  had  been  resident  in  the  east,  but  we 
believe  for  more  than  twenty.  Dr.  Madden  thus 
describes  her  habitation:  “Her  villa  of  d'Joun,  is 
eight  miles  distant  from  the  town  of  Sidon.  There 

*In  subsequent  documents  we  find  her  ladyship’s 
pension  set-down  as  X9U0,  and  again  as  £'1,500.  We 
rather  think  it  increased  to  the  latter  sum  by  the  de- 
mise of  others  of  her  family. 


is  no  village  in  its  vicinity — hemmed  in  on  all  sides 
by  arid  mountains.  This  residence  is  shut  out  from 
the  world,  and  is  at  the  mercy  of  the  Bedouins,  if 
they  had  the  audacity  to  attack  it.  But  of  this  theie 
is  little  fear;  they  regard  her  ladyship  as  the  queen 
of  the  wilderness.  The  room  into  which  1 was 
ushered  was  in  the  Arab  style.  Along  divan  was 
raised  at  the  end,  about  a foot  and  a half  from  the 
ground;  and  at  the  furthest  corner,  as  well  as  a glim- 
mering lamp  would  allow  me  to  distinguish,  1 per- 
ceived a tall  figure  in  the  male  attire  of  the  country, 
which  w'as  no  other  than  lady  II.  herself.  She 
received  me  in  the  most  gracious  manner,  arose  at 
my  entrance,  and  said  that  my  visit  afforded  her  great 
pleasure.  One  of  the  most  striking  features  in  her 
ladyship’s  character  is,  that  she  reads  the  stars,  and 
is  guided  by  them.  Her  ladyship’s  influence  over 
the  Turkish  pashas,  of  Syria,  has  greatly  diminish- 
ed, and  for  an  excellent  reason — that  she  has  no 
longer  wherewithal  to  buy  the  rogue’s  protection. 
Her  establishment  formeily  consisted  of  thirty  or 
forty  domestics,  and  a great  number  of  girls,  whose 
education  was  her  employment;  but  the}'  have  all 
deserted  her,  with  the  exception  of  five  servants, 
and  on  their  fidelity  her  life  depends.  Several  at- 
tempts have  'been  lately  made  to  break  in  at  night; 
people  have  been  found  murdered  who  were  attach- 
ed to  her,  and  the  corpse  of  a stranger  a few  days 
ago  was  found  lying  near  her  gate.  Her  habits  are 
peculiar;  she  retires  to  rest  at  the  dawn,  and  rises  in 
the  afternoon;  she  takes  her  meals  in  her  own  apart- 
ment, and  never  with  her  guests;  she  drinks  no  wine, 
and  very  seldom  eats  meat.  Tea  was  sometimes 
brought  in  towards  two  in  the  morning.  Part  of 
her  ladyship’s  conversation  turns  upon  some  of  our 
late  and  mo3t  famous  statesmen  and  politicians,  of 
which  the  traveller  proceeds  to  give  some  speci- 
mens. 

As  to  leaving  this  country,  she  said,  your  advice 
is  in  vain,  I never  will  return  to  England.  I am 
encompassed  by  perils;  I am  no  stranger  to  them;  I 
have  suffered  shipwreck  off  the  coast  of  Cyprus;  I 
have  had  the  plague  here;  I have  fallen  from  my 
horse,  near  Acre,  and  been  trampled  on  by  him;  I 
have  encountered  the  robbers  of  the  desert,  and 
when  my  servants  quaked,  I have  galloped  in 
amongst  them,  and  forced  them  to  be  courteous;  and 
when  a horde  of  plunderers  were  breaking  in  at  my 
gate,  I sallied  out  amongst  them,  sword  in  hand,  and 
after  convincing  them,  that,  had  they  been  inclined, 
they  could  not  hurt  me,  I fed  them  at  my  gate,  and 
they  behaved  like  thankful  beggars.  Here  1 am  des- 
tined to  remain;  that  which  is  written  in  the  Great 
Book  of  Lite,  who  may  alter?  It  is  true  I am  sur- 
rounded by  perils;  it  is  true,  I am  at  war  with  the 
prince  of  the  mountains  and  the  pasha  of  Acre,  it  is 
very  true,  my  enemies  are  capable  of  assassination; 
but  if  I do  perish,  my  fall  shall  be  a bloody  one;  I 
have  plenty  of  arms— -good  Damascus  blades;  I use 
no  guns;  and  while  I have  an  arm  to  wield  a hanjar, 
these  barren  rocks  shall  have  a banquet  of  slaughter, 
before  my  face  looks  black  in  the  presence  of  my 
enemies.” 

At  the  period  of  her  death,  lady  Hester  had  no 
English  attendant  upon  her  person,  though  the  num- 
ber of  her  domestics  amounted  to  twenty-thiee.  It 
was  only  the  day  before  her  decease  that  she  sent  for 
medical  advice  to  Beyrout,  but  it  was  too  late  to  be 
of  service.  The  excellent  English  consul  in  that 
city  offered  every  assistance  in  his  power,  but  it  was 
unfortunately  unavailing.  Accompanied  by  the  rev. 
W.  Thompson,  an  American  missionary,  he  per- 
formed over  the  body  the  last  offices  of  Christian 
burial.  This  lad}-,  so  celebrated  in  Europe  lor  ec- 
centric habits  and  anti-national  prejudices,  was  ne- 
vertheless, a woman  of  a very  strong,  we  may  add 
undaunted  mind.  The  fame  of  her  piety  and  her 
alms-giving  was  diffused  from  Mount  Lebanon,  with 
its  settled  dwellers,  to  the  furthest  nornade  wander- 
ing tribes  of  the  sands  of  Arabia. 

[London  Gentleman's  Magazine,  for  Odnher. 

Authentic  occurrence  of  the  revolution.  Andre  and 
Arnold.  Some  days  since  while  in  company  with 
Samuel  Cassidy,  esq.  of  Jersey  city,  he  related  to 
us  the  following  anecdote  connected  with  general 
Washington.  As  every  record  of  our  revolution  is 
eagerly  treasured,  and  especially  respecting  Ar- 
nold’s treason,  and  this  may  be  so  definitely  relied 
on,  we  requested  Mr.  Cassidy  to  give  it  to  us  in 
such  shape  as  would  present  intrinsic  evidence  that 
could  be  relied  on — which  would  be  best  effected 
by  his  permitting  the  relation  to  emanate  from  him- 
self witti  his  name  attached.  To  this  publicity,  it  is 
but  justice  to  him  to  remark  that  he  strongly  object- 
ed, but  was  persuaded  by  our  earnest  entreaties. 

To  the  editor  of  pie  N.  Y.  Sunday  Morning  News: 

Dear  sir:  In  compliance  with  your  request  I 
commit  to  paper  some  details  given  to  me  a few 
years  ago  by  the  late  governor  Ogden,  ot  New  Jer- 
sey, in  regard  to  an  otter  made  by  gen.  Washington 


to  sir  Henry  Clinton — to  give  up  Andre  if  the 
Americans  could  capture  Arnold. 

I well  recollect  hearing  my  father  say  it  was  ge- 
nerally believed  in  the  American  army  that  such  an 
offer  had  been  made.  On  mentioning  this  to  go- 
vernor Ogden  he  immediately  said  he  had  reason  to 
believe  that  the  offer,  if  any  there  was,  was  made 
through  him.  I requested  him  to  tell  me  the  par- 
ticulars— which  he  did  as  nearly  as  I can  recollect 
as  follows: 

“The  American  army  lay  at  West  Point,  in  the 
state  of  New  York,  and  the  British  were  in  posses- 
sion of  New  York,  at  the  time  of  the  capture  of 
Andre.  I received  an  order  to  repair  next  morning 
at  eight  o’clock,  to  gen.  Washington’s  head  quar- 
ters, with  twenty-five  horse — the  finest  looking  that 
I could  select.  I repaired  thither  at  the  hour  ap- 
pointed. Gen.  Washington  handed  me  a letter  tor 
sir  Henry  Clinton,  with  directions  before  I left  the 
camp  for  New  York,  I should  call  and  see  the  mar- 
quis de  la  Fayette.  The  letter  of  gen.  Washington 
was  probably  on  some  subject  not  at  all  connected 
with  the  real  object  of  my  journey. 

“I  went  to  the  marquis’  quarters,  and  he  said 
— ‘You  must  set  off  at  such  a time  of  day  as  will 
of  necessity  make  it  near  night  when  you  get  to 
Pawles  Hook,  when  the  commanding  officer  will  no 
doubt  invite  you  to  stay  all  night,  and  you  must  in- 
sist on  delivering  that  letter  into  the  hands  of  the 
commanding  officer  there.  You  must  tell  him  pri- 
vately that  ‘if  we  can  capture  Arnold,  Andre  will 
be  reprieved,’  and  that  you  have  high  authority  for 
saying  so.’ 

“I  left  the  camp  with  my  twenty-five  horse,  and 
reached  the  foot  of  the  Bergen  hill,  about  sundown. 
There  was  a strong  fence  drawn  across  the  cause- 
way and  we  halted.  I stated  that  I had  a letter 
for  sir  Henry  Clinton  from  gen.  Washington,  and 
that  my  orders  were  to  deliver  it  into  the  hands  of 
the  commanding  officer  at  Pawles  Hook,  and  to  no 
one  else. 

“We  were  immediately  admitted,  our  horses  ta- 
ken care  of,  and  in  the  evening  after  delivering  the 
letter  1 was  seated  on  the  right  of  the  commanding 
officer  and  some  time  elapsed  before  I had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  delivering  the  message  from  the  marquis.  I 
said  to  him,  I am  authorised  to" say,  that  ‘if  the  Ame- 
ricans can  capture  Arnold,  Andre  will  be  repriev- 
ed.’ He.  seemed  thunder  struck — and  immediate- 
ly answered,  ‘that  must  be  immediately  attended 
to.  I will  go  over  to  sir  Henry  Clinton.  Do  you  sit 
still  and  let  it  appear  as  if  I have  only  gone  out  for 
a moment  on  some  ordinary  business.’  He  was  gone 
about  tw-o  hours  and  returned  and  took  his  seat. — 
As  soon  as  he  had  an  opportunity  to  speak  to  me 
privately,  he  said,  ‘sir  Henry  Johns  says  a deserter 
never  was  given  up.’” 

This  statement  is  as  exact  as  I can  repeat  it  from 
memory,  it  having  been  made  to  me  by  governor 
Ogden  from  8 to  10  years  ago.  I commit  this  to 
writing  at  your  particular  request — as  you  thought 
the  circumstances  ought  not  to  be  lost — and  that 
they  should  appear  in  an  authentic  shape.  While 
governor  Ogden  was  living,  I thought  it  his  cole 
province  to  do  as  he  pleased  in  relation  to  this  re- 
volutionary reminiscence,  but  as  he  is  no  more,  I 
see  no  impropriety  in  what  I am  doing. 

You  will  bear  me  witness  Mr.  Editor,  that  I wish- 
ed you  to  publish  the  narrative  without  my  name 
attached  to  it;  and  that  my  subscribing  my  name  at 
all,  is  because  you  urged  me  to  do  so.  I am,  very 
respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Samuel  Cassidy. 

Jersey  City,  Nov.  4,  1839. 

Anthracite  furnace.  Burd  Patterson,  esq.  of 
Pottsville,  the  protector  of  the  anthracite  furnace 
which  has  been  so  successful  lately  in  applying  an- 
thracite coal  to  the  making  of  iron,  has  received  an 
appropriate  present  as  a token  ot  the  high  estimation 
in  which  his  praiseworthy  exertions  are  held  by  his 
fellow  townsman.  It  was  a service  of  plate  made 
from  the  new  iron  of  the  anthracite  furnace,  and  cast 
by  Messrs.  Savery  & Co.  of  Philadelphia. — Malericm 
svperabat  opus. 

White  Lead.  A discovery  has  been  made  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Plymouth  of  a mineral  possessing 
as  a basis  for  paint,  all  the  properties  of  white  lead. 
Paints  manufactured  from  the  article  have  been  ri- 
gidly tested  by  exposure  for  a length  of  time  to  all 
others,  and  the  results  have  been  so  satisfactory  as 
to  lead  to  a conclusion  that  the  future  consumption 
of  white  lead  must  be  very  considerably  reduced. 

A locomotive  church.  A New  Hampshire  paper  has 
the  following  curious  advertisement. 

Found  on  the  3d  inst.  in  the  woods,  about  nine  miles 
below  Amoskeag,  a meeting  house  supposed  to  have 
strayed  away  in  search  of  a congregation.  As  it  stands 
“alone  in  its  glory”  and  distant  from  any  habitation, 
the  finder  considers  it  his  duty  to  advertise  it,  and  in- 
form its  owners  ot  its  “whereabout.” 
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Abolition  nomination  of  candidates  for  president  and 
vice  president.  The  political  abolition  convention  in 
session  at  Warsaw,  Genesee  county.  New  York,  have 
nominated  James  G.  Birney,  of  N.  York,  and  Francis 
J.  Lemoyne,  of  Pennsylvania,  as  suitable  candidates 
for  president  and  vice  president  of  the  United  States. 
The  nominating  committee  consisted  of  Myron  Holley, 
W.  J.  Chapin,  and  J.  H.  Dar.  ^ 

American  Colonization  society.  The  Journal  of  Com- 
merce, in  speaking  of  the  Colonization  society,  says 
that  in  a little  more  than  a year,  two  expeditions  have 
been  sent  to  Africa, — a large  number  of  agents  have 
been  appointed, — a new  system  for  their  government 
introduced  and  enforced, — a new  system  of  economy 
and  accountability  established  in  Liberia, — a very  ex- 
tended correspondence  carried  on  both  in  this  country 
and  Africa, — the  receipts  of  the  society  increased  to 
over  three  times  the  previous  amount,  and  preparations 
nearly  completed  for  sending  out  a large  additional 
number  of  emigrants.  A grant  was  obtained  last  Fe- 
bruary from  the  navy  department,  of  cannon,  small 
arms,  ammunition,  &. c.  which  articles  were  necessary 
to  the  support  of  the  colony.  A still  larger  supply  has 
just  been  obtained,  including  a complete  outfit  of  arma- 
ment, for  a small  schooner  for  the  colony,  rifles  for  a 
volunteer  company,  muskets  for  the  re-captured  Afri- 
cans, &c.  &c.  The  amount  of  the  old  debt  is  ascer- 
tained, and  in  a fair  way  of  being  settled. 

American  silk.  An  aged  couple  in  Fryeburg,  have 
raised  and  manufactured  this  season,  1,150  skiens  of 
sewing  silk,  and  dyed  it  of  various  colors,  said  to  be 
equal  in  appearance  to  the  imported. 

All  Saints  day,  “la’tout  saint” — was  celebrated  as 
usual  at  the  Catholic  burial  ground.  The  usual  display 
and  ceremonial  of  prayers  and  masses  for  the  dead, 
decorations  of  tombs  with  flowers  and  burning  tapers, 
took  place  in  grand  style.  The  impressiveness  and 
moral  of  the  scene  was,  however,  destroyed  by  the 
crowds  of  loafers,  negroes,  rowdies  and  all  manner  of 
people,  who  flocked  to  witness  the  scone;  and  while 
they  gratified  their  curiosity,  noisily  marred  the  solem- 
nity of  the  scene.  [N.  Orleans  American,  Nov.  2. 

Apples.  Nearly  1,000  barrels  were  shipped  by  the 
British  Queen  on  the  2d  inst.  at  8s.  sterling  a barrel. 

Brown  university.  We  learn  from  the  Essex  (Mass.) 
Register,  that  Nicholas  Brown  of  Providence,  has  gi- 
ven to  the  “Brown  university,”  three  lots  of  land  for 
the  purpose  of  erecting  on  them  a dwelling  house  for 
the  president  of  that  institution,  and  another  college 
edifice.  He  also  pledges  himself  to  give  ©10,000  to- 
wards the  erection  of  the  buildings,  provided  that  an 
equal  amount  shall  be  contributed  by  the  friends  of 
the  institution.  A noble  bequest,  which  reflects  cre- 
dit upon  the  head  and  heart  of  the  generous  donor. 

The  British  Queen.  There  seems  no  longer  a doubt 
of  the  marriage  of  queen  Victoria  with  prince  Albert, 
of  Sexe  Coburg,  who  is  now  her  guest  and  constant 
companion.  Rumor  mentions  April  as  the  period  for 
the  nuptials.  He  is  described  as  a “fine  noble  looking 
fellow,  with  blue  eyes,  hair  and  whiskers  rather  sandy, 
statute  tall,  of  a cheerful  disposition,  more  unaffected 
in  his  manners,  and  he  speaks  English  well,  but  with 
something  of  a foreign  accent.’’ 

Canada.  On  the  21st  ult.  at  Toronto,  the  right  hon. 
Charles  Poulett  Thomson  took  the  oaths  as  capiain  ge- 
neral and  governor-in-chief  of  Upper  Canada.  He 
subsequently  held  a levee  at  the  government  house. 

Congress.  Friday,  in  the  house  of 'representatives, 
was  spent  in  debates  similar  to  those  vve  have  register- 
ed, and  without  further  progress  towards  a regular  or- 
ganization. 

Cotton,  has  been  selling  at  Augusta,  at  8 to  9 cents, 
and  coming  in  freely,  and  at  Macon,  on  the  21st,  it  was 
selling  at  7 1-2  to  8 cents. 

A report  has  been  circulated  that  the  Bank  cf  the 
Unired  States  had  recently  made  considerable  purcha- 
ses of  cotton  in  New  Orleans,  and  were  about  to  ship 
that  article  largely  to  Liverpool.  The  report  is  express- 
ly contradicted. 

Mr.  Calhoun  and  the  tariff.  Several  paragraphs  have 
recently  been  published,  attributing  to  Mr.  C.  some 
change  of  sentiments  in  favor  of  a higher — if  not  a 
protective  tariff.  The  rumor  was  noticed  by  the  Rich- 
mond Enquirer,  and  in  reply  to  their  enquiries,  Mr. 
Calhoun  assures  them  in  a letter,  dated  the  22d  Novem- 
ber, that  “so  fartrom  favoring,  I believe  of  all  calami- 
ties that  could  befal  the  country,  a renewal  of  the  pro- 
tective system  with  its  certain  consequences,  would  be 
among  the  greatest;  and  it  is  really  surprising  that  with 
the  light  of  past  experience,  any  one  of  sound  judg- 
ment and  attached  to  the  country,  should  think  of 
making  the  attempt.  I fully  agree  with  you,  that  the 
south,  and  I trust,  that  the  great  body  of  the  sound  and 
patriotic  of  all  parties  elsewhere,  cannot  be  gulled  by 
the  fallacious  arguments  put  forth  in  its  favor.  The 
growing  intelligence  of  the  age  is  opposed  to  all  such 
schemes;  and  all  attempts  at  the  renewal  of  the  protec- 
tive system  must  fail;  or  if  successful,  be  followed  by  a 
revulsion  that  would  speedily  prostrate  the  system,  with 
infinitely  greater  loss  than  gain  to  the  manufacturers 
themselves.” 

Mr.  Calhoun  and  the  currency.  It  is  not  improbable 
that  the  plan  which  a correspondent  of  the  N.  Y.  Cou- 
rier attributes  to  the  same  gentleman,  is  equally  ground- 
less. He  states  “that  his  plan  is  to  issue  a national  pa 


per  currency  in  the  shape  of  treasury  notes,  redeemable 
by  the  sub-treasurers  in  the  specie  which  will  be  requir- 
ed in  payment  of  all  dues  to  the  government.” 

Coal  trade.  A paragraph  in  the  Philadelphia  North 
American  states  that  the  number  of  vessels  arrived  at 
that  port  during  the  year  ending  on  the  1st  December, 
was  ten  thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventy-one.  Of  these, 
five  hundred  were  from  foreign  ports,  and  the  remaining 
ten  thousand  four  hundred  ana  seventy  from  coastwise 
ports,  the  largest  portion  of  which  were  exclusively 
engaged  in  the  transportation  of  anthracite  coal,  while 
almost  every  one  of  the  remainder  carried  away  more 
or  less  of  this  valuable  fuel. 

Countess  of  Ida.  Fay’s  new  novel,  now  in  the  press 
of  the  Messrs.  Harper,  is  pronounced  to  be  a work  of 
intense  interest  by  those  who  have  read  the  manuscript. 

It  is  said  to  be  the  very  best  thing  that  ever  came  from 
the  pen  of  the  worthy  “secretary.”  The  scene  is  laid 
in  Berlin. 

The  Catlin  collection.  Mr.  George  Catlin  sailed  for 
England  on  the  25tn  utt.  taking  with  him  his  splendid 
collection  of  Indian  curiosities,  paintings,  &c. 

The  drama.  The  soldiers  at  Fort  Towson  in  the 
“Choctaw  nation  west,”  hare  erected  a neat  little  thea- 
tre, and  have  performances  to  beguile  the  time,  giving 
occasionally  plays  and  addresses  of  their  own  composi- 
tion. The  drama  moves  rapidly  westward. 

Exchange.  Bills  on  London  109  in  New  York;  the 
domestic  looks  better  again;  Philadelphia  funds  are  9 
discount;  Baltimore  9;  Richmond  9 a 10;  Charleston  6 
a 7;  Savannah  8;  Augusta  9 a 10;  Macon  11  a 12;  Mo- 
bile 9 1-2  a 10;  New  Orleans  7 1-2  a 8. 

Flour  is  quoted  in  the  Baltimore  market  at  ©6;  at 
Richmond  $6  1-4;  in  New  York  ©6  to  6 3-8;  at  Zanes- 
ville, Ohio,  says  the  Republican,  1,000  barrels  of  flour 
were  offered  at  $2  75  per  bbl.  and  no  purchaser  found. 

Multicaulis.  The  Alton,  Illinois,  Telegraph  states 
that  at  a meeting  of  the  Madison  silk  society,  some 
multicaulis  plants  were  exhibited,  from  cuttings  of  this 
year’s  growth,  thus  demonstrating  that  two  successive 
crops  may  be  raised  in  one  summer,  and  that  cuttings 
two  or  three  months  old  will  thrive  as  well  as  those  of 
two  years. 

The  Philadelphia  North  American  says:  “The  brig 
Emily  Davis,  arrived  at  this  port  from  St.  Jago  de  Cu- 
ba, the  day  before  yesterday,  having  as  part  of  her  car- 
go, 22,500  mulberry  trees  and  24,000  cuttings.  We 
trust,  for  the  sake  of  the  shipper,  they  are  of  some  new 
species,  for  that  of  multicaulis  is  just  now  rather  un- 
saleable in  these  parts.” 

Mad  as  a hare.  We  don’t  know  exactly  how  mad 
hares  get  at  times,  but  our  ancient  friend  of  the  Boston 

Mercantile  Journal  certainly  is something.  He  is 

puffing  a new  piece  of  marble  statuary,  and  says,  “it  is 
a beautiful  piece  of  saltpetre .’’  But  he’s  an  old  sailor, 
and  perhaps  better  acquainted  with  junk  than  geology. 

[Express. 

Ohio  river.  The  Wheeling  Times  of  the  3d  says — 
The  river  seems  now  to  be  at  a stand.  There  are  be- 
tween six  and  seven  feet  water  in  the  channel.  No 
ice.  It  is  said  there  is  considerable  snow  in  the  moun- 
tains. If  so,  the  present  warm  weather  will  likely  melt 
it  and  raise  the  Alleghany. 

At  Louisville  on  the  30th  the  river  had  five  feet  of 
water  over  the  bars  below  the  falls. 

Oysters.  A keeper  ‘of  one  of  the  eating  houses  in 
New  York  has  imported  some  English  oysters  by  the 
British  Queen.  The  compliment  ought  to  be  returned 
;n  real  York  river  oysters,  just  to  give  the  cockneys  a 
taste. 

Pork.  The  western  papers  give  a lamentable  ac- 
count of  the  prospects  of  the  pork  market  in  the  west- 
ern states  this  year.  There  are  no  purchasers  at  a 
higher  rate  than  $2  50  per  hundred  for  the  largest 
hogs,  which  price  the  producers  do  not  seem  willing 
to  accept. 

The  Bloomington  (la.)  Post  says:  “We  are  informed 
that  our  fellow  citizens,  Messrs.  Young  and  Halleck, 
have  purchased  40,000  pounds  of  pork  in  this  county, 
at  $2  per  hundred,  neat.’’ 

The  Cincinnati  Gazette  of  the  30,h  ult.  says:  “Some 
of  our  pork  merchants  are  packing  a few  hogs  on  com- 
mission. None  have  yet  been  purchased.  Three  dol- 
lars, we  understand,  have  been  offered;  and  from  four 
to  four  and  a half  demanded.  One  contract  for  the  de- 
livery of  a large  number,  we  learn  has  been  made  at 
three  dollars.” 

A letter  from  Macomb,  Illinois,  states  that  the  high- 
est price  offered  for  large  pork  is  $2  50  per  100  lbs.  nett 
and  that  a great  deal  can  be  bought  for  $2,  owing  to 
the  scarcity  of  money  and  the  quantity  in  the  market. 

Provisions.  It  is  no  slight  advantage  in  these  times 
of  distress  and  calamity,  that  the  prices  of  provisions 
must  be  very  low  during  the  winter.  Not  only  has  the 
crop  of  wheat  been  unprecedently  large,  but  that  of 
corn  has  been  equally  abundant  throughout  the  whole 
country.  The  prices  of  these  great  staples  must  be  lower 
than  they  have  been  for  a number  of  years. 

pumpkin.  S.  G.  Allen,  esq.  of  Jersey  Shore,  Ly- 
coming count}’,  Pennsylvania,  raised  a pumpkin  this 
season, which  weighs  two  hundred  and  thirteen  pounds, 
and  measures  six  feet  in  circumference.  Mr.  Allen 
also  has  in  his  possession  an  apple  treee  limb,  eighteen 
inches  in  length,  which  contains  forty-six  beautiful  ap-  f 
pies! 


The presdent’s  message  anticipated.  The  New  York 
correspondent  of  the  Intelligencer  says:  “The  power  of 
the  printing  press,  by  the  way,  if  the  message  comes  as 
we  expect  will  be  shown  off  in  this  city  to-night  as 
only  one  other  city  in  the  world  can  show  it  off.  Hun- 
dreds of  printers  stand  with  uplifted  fingers:  steam  and 
manual  power  is  grasping  the  wheels  of  double  cylin- 
ders. There  will  be  a shower  of  newspapers  by  day- 
light, the  air  almost  dark  with  them.  A hundred  thou- 
sand copies  of  it  will  be  muluplied  by  the  rising  of  the 
sun.  This  is  the  power  of  the  press!” 

Storms.  Professors  Espy  and  Olmsted  have  large 
assemblages  attending  their  controversy  in  New  York, 
respecting  the  theory  of  storms.  The  former  is  said, 
by  some,  to  have  had  the  advantage  of  demonstration 
by  the  late  northeast  gale,  which  was  blowing  during 
the  discussion,  in  accordance  with  his  previous  predic- 
tion— and  which  detained  the  packet  ships  in  that 
harbor  on  the  3d  inst.  “Professor  Espy  says  a storm 
has  been  raging  at  the  southeast  for  the  last  36  hours, 
and  is  still  raging.  Mark  how  it  is.” 

The  steamer  British  Queen,  left  New  York  on  the 
2d  December.  Forty-four  passengers,  and  specie  to 
the  amount  of  $400,000  certainly,  some  accounts  say  to 
the  amount  of  a million  of  dollars,  went  out  in  her. 

Specie.  Besides  what  we  noticed  as  having  gone 
out  in  the  British  Queen,  the  A.  E.  Driscoll,  from 
Tampico,  arrived  at  New  York  on  Sunday,  bringing 
over  a half  million  of  dollars  in  specie,  $450,000  of 
which  was  for  the  U.  S.  bank,  and  the  brig  Chaires, 
at  New  York,  from  St.  Marks,  brings  45,000  dollars. 

The  packet  ship  President  sailed  From  New  York  on 
Wednesday.  She  carried  out  $25,800  in  specie. 

Small  pox.  The  Boston  Times  states  that  the  small 
pox  is  making  fearful  ravages  in  that  city — about  thirty 
cases  were  reported  in  Cross  street.  It  is  said  to  be 
very  prevalent  in  New  York  also. 

Stocks  declined  2 per  cent,  in  the  New  York  market 
on  the  3d — U.  S.  bank  shares  68  to  71.  In  Philadel- 
phia the  same  day,  78  to  79. 

Treasury  notes — official.  Treasury  department,  Dec. 
2,  1839.  Amount  issued  under  the  provisions  ol  the 
act  of  October  12, 1837, 
viz:  $10,000,000  00 

Do.  under  supple- 
mental act  of  21st 
May,  1838  5,709,810  01 

Do.  under  act  of  2d 
March,  1839  3,857,276  21 

Aggregate  $19,567,086  22 

Redeemed  under  the  two  first  acts 
about  15,335,350  69 

Do.  under  the  third 
act  1,233,664  08 

16,569,014  77 


Whole  balance  unredeemed  $2,998,071  45 


Of  this  balance  under  the  two  first 
acts  are  about  374,459  32 

Under  the  third  act  $2,623,612  13 

Levi  Woodbury. 

, Secretary  of  the  treasury. 

The  rev.  Mr.  Pierpaint,  lately  ejected  from  a Boston 
pulpit  by  his  congregation,  on  the  charge  of  preaching 
temperance  too  intemperately,  has  been  recalled,  and 
resumed  his  functions  as  their  minister- 

The  hon.  Silas  Wright  was  offered  a public  dinner 
by  his  friends  in  the  city  of  New  York,  which  he  has 
declined. 

The  steamboat  Wilmington  burst  her  boilers  on  the 
18th  ult.  on  her  voyage  from  New  Orleans  to  St.  Louis, 
near  the  month  of  the  Arkansas,  by  which  eighteen 
persons  were  either  killed  or  badly  scalded. 

Tobacco.  Stock  of  tobacco  in  first  hands  at  Bremen 
— 2,593  hhds.  Maryland  and  Ohio,  462  do.  Kentucky, 
206  do.,  Virginia,  4,013  do.  stems — total,  7,279.  Sales 
of  all  kinds  during  the  last  nine  months  are  not  8,000 
hhds.  whereas  the  sales  average  per  annum  used  to  be 
for  ten  years  no  less  than  24,000  hhds. 

[Richmond  Compiler. 

The  fashions  for  fall  are  rather  pretty,  but  the  ladies 
must  be  merciful  on  their  spouses  and  fathers.  The 
price  of  a new  fashionable  outfit  is  far  from  being  a 
bagatelle  at  all  times,  and  as  far  from  being  a joke 
now,  as  romance  is  from  reality.  Three  per  cent,  a 
month  is  a tremendous  premium  to  pay  on  silks  and 
satins,  scarlets  and  velvets;  and  a young  lady  who 
buys  now,  should  remember  that  the  male  creature, 
who  furnishes  her  funds  has  to  pay  at  least  three  per 
cent,  per  month  for  the  use  of  them,  besides  the  fork- 
ing up  of  the  sum  itself.  Let  *the  ladies  study  a little 
political  economy  in  such  times  as  these,  or  rather  let 
them  study  Wall  street  extravagance  and  diminish 
their  own.  [IV.  Y.  Despatch. 

\ Whale  fishery . It  is  stated  that  the  whole  number 
of  vessels  engaged  in  the  whale  fishery,  from  the  U. 
States  in  September  last,  is  557 — of  which  49S  are 
ships  and  barques,  and  59  brigs  and  schooners,  mak- 
ing an  aggregate  of  160, 9S3  tons;  and  the  estimated 
value  of  the  whale  and  sperm  oil  and  whale  bone,  im- 
ported into  the  United  States  during  the  last  four  years, 
is  stated  to  be — In  1835,  total  value  $6,163,997;  in  1836, 
I $5,639,814;  in  1337,  $7,357,553;  in  1833,  $6,156,037. 
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^^-Remittances  by  mail.  “A  postmaster  may  en- 
close money  in  a letter  to  the  publisher  of  a newspaper, 
to  pay  the  subscription  of  a third  person,  and  lrank  the 
letter,  if  written  by  himself.” — Amos  Kendall. 

Some  of  our  subscribers  may  not  be  aware  that  they 
may  save  the  postage  on  subscription  money,  by  re- 
questing the  postmaster  where  they  reside  to  frank  their 
letters  containing  such  money,  he  being  able  to  saiisfy 
himself  before  a letter  is  sealed,  that  it  contains  nothing 
but  what  refers  to  the  subscription.  [Am.  Farmer. 


CONGRESS — Wednesday,  December  11. 

In  senate — The  two  senators  from  Louisiana  ap- 
peared for  the  first  time  to-day  in  their  seats. 

Mr.  Benton  offered  a resolution  calling  upon  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  for  informatiion  in  regard  to 
the  Florida  war — the  number  of  massacres,  particulars 
in  relation  to  them,  and  the  war,  &,c.  The  resolution 
was  read  once  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  president  of  the  senate  announced  that  a mes- 
sage was  in  waiting  from  the  president  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Van  Buren,  the  president’s  private  secretary,  ap- 
peared with  a message,  which  referred  to  executive  bu- 
siness, the  senate  went  into  executive  session,  after 
which  there  was  an  adjournment. 

In  the  house — After  much  confusion,  the  following  re- 
sults were  this  day  arrived  at  towards  organizing  the 
house  of  representatives. 

The  right  of  Mr.  Naylor,  of  Pennsylvania,  to  vote, 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  ayes  119,  noes  112. 

The  right  of  Mr.  Ingersoll,  of  Pennsylvania,  to  vote, 
was  decided  in  the  negative,  ayes  not  one,  noes  158. 

The  right  of  Dr.  Aycrigg,  (whig),  of  New  Jersey,  to 
vote,  was  decided  in  the  negative,  ayes  117,  noes  122; 
four  of  the  whig  claimants  from  New  Jersey  voting  in 
the  affirmative,  and  three  of  the  administration  claim- 
ants voting  in  the  negative. 

The  right  of  Mr.  Maxwell,  (whig),  of  New  Jersey, 
to  vote,  was  decided  in  the  negative,  ayes- 1 16,  noes 
122.  The  rights  of  the  other  whig  claimants  from 
New  Jersey  to  vote,  were  decided  in  the  same  way. 

The  chairman.  (Mr.  Adams),  observed,  that  he  con- 
sidered the  decision  unconstitutional,  but  as  the  majo- 
rity had  reversed  his  decision,  the  vote  of  those  gentle- 
men could  not  be  counted. 

The.  yeas  and  nays  were  then  taken  on  Mr.  I Vise’s 
resolution,  that  the  New  Jersey  members  should  be 
enrolled  and  take  part  in  organizing  the  house,  and  it 
was  decided  in  the  negative,  ayes  115,  noes  118.  No 
one  voting  from  New  Jersey,  except  Mr.  Randolph. 

Mr.  Rhell,  of  S.  C.  then  proposed  a resolution  to  the 
effect,  that  the  clerk  should  call  the  names  of  all  the 
members  whose  seats  are  uneontested,  and  that  the 
members  thus  called  shall  be  a quorum  to  settle  the 
claims  of  members — that  Mr.  Naylor’s  seat  shall  not 
be  included  in  the  contested  seats,  and  that  the  quo- 
rum shall  decide  the  contested  elections  before  pro- 
ceeding to  the  election  of  a speaker.  The  yeas  and 
nays  were  demanded  upon  Mr.  Rhctt’s  resolution, 
which  was  decided  affirmatively. 

The  vote  upon  Mr.  llhett’s  resolution,— the  last 
clause  of  it  referring  to  Mr.  Naylor’s  right  to  vote,  was 
ayes  133,  nays  92. 

Mr.  Campbell,  ot  Ten.  ha3  submitted  unimportant 
proposition,  that  the  house  immediately  organize  by 
the  appointment  of  a temporary  speaker  and  clerk,  for 
the  purpose  of  receiving  the  message,  &c.  After  the 
speaker  is  appointed  and  the  house  temporarily  orga- 
nized tor  the  purposes  named,  the  contested  seats  are  to 
be  settled,  and  then  new  officers  appointed.  Mr.  C. 
thinks  this  the  oniy  way  to  get  the  house  out  of  diffi- 
culty. 

Vot.  VII.— Sig  16. 


FOREIGN  AFFAIRS. 

EUROPEAN  POWERS. 

Jinnies  of  European  powers.  According  fo  the 
most  recent,  authentic  and  offical  reports,  (up  to 
the  months  of  January  and  February,  1839),  the 
actual  military  force  of  the  Germanic  confedera- 
tion, including  Austria  and  Prussia,  consists  of 
1,417,400  men,  of  which  Austria  furnishes  744,000, 
Prussia  451,300,  and  the  states  of  the  second  and 
third  rank  in  the  confederation  the  remainder, 
amounting  to  22,210,000  men. 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 

British  duties  on  bread  stuffs.  For.the  informa- 
tion of  our  merchants  we  publish  the  following  ta- 
ble, taken  from  Elliot’s  British  tariff. 

Table  showing  the  rate  of  duty  imposed  in  Eng- 
land on  foreign  wheat  and  flour. 

Whenever  the  average  price  of  British  wheat 
shall  be  per  qr.  Duly  per  bbl. flour. 

Duty  per  qr.  of  196  lbs. 
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and  at  and  above  73 

1 
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n 

Wheat,  the  produce  of  Canada  or  the  British  pos- 
sessions, in  5s.  per  quarter  duty  when  the  average 
price  of  British  wheat  is  under  67s.  at  over  that 
price  the  duty  is  6 d.  the  quarter  or  eight  bushels. 

FRANCE. 

As  (he  lale  harvest  in  Europe  and  the  United 
States  becomes  more  or  less  part  and  parcel  of  this 
question,  I shall  here  refer  to  the  present  appear- 
ances in  that  respect  in  France  and  on  the  European 
continent.  A trifling  diminution  of  the  price  of 
bread  (one  half  cent  on  the  four  pound  loaf),  look 
place  on  the  1st  instant.  Since  then  the  price  of 
wheat  in  the  Paris  market,  has,  in  a trifling  degree, 
declined — not  however,  because  of  improved  ap- 
pearances, but  because  that  the  quality  of  the  article 
was  inferior  to  that  brought  for  sale  previously'.  In 
truth  there  is  no  reason  for  departing  in  the  slightest 
respect  from  the  view  I have  already  taken  of  this 
•matter.  The  late  harvest  in  France  was  a sufficient 
one,  lam  still  assured,  but  if  so,  nothing  beyond  it. 
Of  this  fact  no  doubt  should  be  entertained.  So  far 
therelore  from  exportation  from  France  being  likely, 
the  French  government,  dreading  the  consequences 
of  the  maintenance  of  bread  at  a high  price,  have 
ordered  (indirectly)  the  purchaseof  large  quantities 
of  grain  abroad. 

From  the  coast  of  the  Mediterranean  and  the 
Adriatic  we  have  accounts  down  to  the  2d  inst. — 
They  state,  in  substance,  that  the  markets  had  not, 
in  fact,  risen,  but  that  the  holders  of  grain  desired 
rather  to  keep  lhan  dispose  of  their  article,  antici- 
pating from  England,  and  perhaps  France,  very 
large  orders  a little  later  in  the  season.  Thus,  you 
will  see  that  there  is  no  change,  and  consequently 
no  improvement  in  the  state  of  our  markets,  and 
none  probable. 

Our  accounts  from  Constantinople  are  to  the  27lh 
ult.  They  repeat,  that  “the  greatest  apprehensions 
existed  for  the  internal  that  must  elapse  before  the 
harvest  of  1840  can  be  gathered.”  That  “already 
bread  is  double  its  ordinary  price,”  and  that  it  was 
only  from  Egypt  Ihey  could  hope  for  supplies — the 
markets  of  the  Black  Sea  being  exhausted  or  unap- 
proachable, from  their  extreme  height.” 

The  Paris  correspondent  of  the  National  Intelli- 
gencer writes  on  the  12th  November: 

The  absorbing  topic  for  the  Americans  here,  as  it 
was  for  you  last  month,  is  the  suspension  of  specie 
payments  in  so  many  of  the  states.  * * * * 

I have  conversed  with  some  of  the  most  distin- 
guished bankers  and  merchants  of  this  capital  re- 
specting the  present  American  monetary  crisis,  and 
have  read  all  that  has  appeared  in  the  Paris  journals 
on  the  subject.  As  for  American  credit  here  and 
throughout  France,  it  is  absolutely  gone  for  a time. 

I cite  the  universal  opinion.  It  is  generally  thought 


that  the  New  York  and  Boston  banks  cannot  hold 
to  their  specie  plan,  which,  however,  is  much  ap- 
plauded. A strong  sensation  wa3  experienced  on 
the  Paris  exchange,  and  the  French  funds  were  un- 
favorably affected.  *■'***  It 
is  painful  enough  to  see,  as  we  pass,  the  news  pla- 
cards in  the  windows,  in  the  largest  characters, 
“suspension  of  payments  of  the  United  States  and 
other  banks — destructive  fires  in  seven  cities — fresh 
troubles  on  the  Canada  frontiers,”  &c. 

The  London  Sun  of  the  15th  ult.  says — 

There  were  850  failures  in  Paris  from  the  first  of 
January  to  the  first  of  November,  and  the  losses 
amount  to  between  55,000,000  and  60,000,000  fr. 

AFRICA. 

The  most  distressing  accounts  have  been  received 
in  France  of  the  state  of  the  health  of  the  army 
in  Africa.  Private  letters  from  Stora,  dated  the 
22d  ult.  state  that  the  duke  of  Orleans,  seeing  the 
immense  number  of  sick  lying  without  any  accom- 
modation at  Philippeville,  had  freighted  several 
vessels  to  convey  part  of  them  to  Algiers,  and 
which  were  towed  to  their  destination  by  three 
steamers.  The  sick  thus  embarked  amounted  to 
upwards  of  600.  The  mortality  of  Philippeville 
had  averaged  between  13  and  14  per  day. 

ASIA. 

The  New  Yoik  Commercial  Advertiser  says  that 
the  intoxicating  preparation  of  hemp,  so  much  em- 
ployed in  Egypt  and  other  Oriental  countries,  is 
corning  rapidly  into  use  among  the  Chinese,  as  a 
substitute  for  opium— for  drunk  they  will  get,  it 
seems,  by  one  means  or  another. 

From  Batavia,  under  date  of  July  26tb,  intelli- 
gence is  received  of  a suspension  of  specie  payments 
by  the  Java  bank — caused,  it  is  said,  by  the  heavy 
drains  ot  the  government — probably  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  the  war  it  is  carrying  on  in  Sumatra, 
where,  as  we  learn,  the  Dutch  are  prosecuting  a 
scheme  .of  conquest  on  a pretty  extensive  scale.  A 
remittance  of  three  million  of  guilders  was  expected 
from  Holland,  but  until  its  arrival  the  government 
was  under  the  necessity  of  selling  tin,  spices  and 
coffee,  of  which  it  holds  a monopoly. 

A late  London  paper,  remarking  upon  the  state 
of  things  in  China  by  the  last  accounts,  says: — “The 
trade  remains  suspended,  with  the  utmost  uncer- 
tainty as  to  the  period  when  it  would  be  renewed, 
but  the  Americans  seems  to  have  escaped  with  great 
adroitness  lrorn  all  the  consequences  of  this  unhappy 


NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 

ARMY. 

Major  general  Scott  reached  Washington  on  the 
9th  inst.  Iroin  the  north. 

General  Clinch,  late  of  (he  army  now  of  Georgia, 
is  also  at  the  seat  of  government. 

The  Cherokees.  A detachment  of  250  of  the  1st 
regiment  of  United  States  dragoons  under  colonel 
T.  W.  Karney,  immediately  upon  learning  from 
general  Arbuckle  that  disturbances  were  appre- 
hended on  the  frontier,  marched  from  Fort  Leven- 
vvorth  to  take  cognizance  of  the  case.  After  scour- 
ing the  region  and  ascertaining  that  no  danger  was 
to  be  apprehended,  the  detachment  returned  to  the 
fort  on  the  20th  ult.  having  been  absent  twenty- 
four  days.  The  march  back  was  made  in  nine 
days — distance  three  hundred  miles. 

NAVAL. 

Commodore  Elliott.  A court  martial  has  been 
ordered  to  convene  in  Philadelphia,  for  the  trial  of 
commodore  Elliott.  Commodore  Warrington  will 
act  as  president  of  the  court.  [ Boston  Post. 

United  States  steamer  Poinsett.  The  following 
details  of  the  cruise  of  this  vessel  and  the  arduous 
services  in  which  those  attached  to  her  have  been 
engaged  during  the  past  season  in  Florida,  are 
given  in  the  Savannah  Georgian: 

The  United  States  steamer  Poinsett,  commander 
Mayo,  arrived  on  the  30th  ult.  from  the  coast  of 
Florida,  where  she  has  been  engaged  in  the  arduous 
duties  of  a summer  campaign,  and  is  now  on  her 
way  north,  for  the  purpose  of  repairing,  being  as 
we  are  informed,  in  so  unseaworthy  a condition, 
that  those  of  her  crew,  who  have  escaped  savages 
and  yellow  fever,  are  in  imminent  danger  of  ship- 
wreck. When  the  Poinsett  touched  here  in  the 
spring,  on  her  way  to  Florida,  her  officers  antici- 
pated returning  north  during  the  sickly  season,  but 
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the  tragedy  of  the  Caloosahatchee,  which  was  so 
distressing  a violation  of  the  treaty  of  Fort  King, 
seemed  to  give  an  opportunity  for  action,  and  her 
commander  determined  to  risk  the  hazards  of  the 
season.  Upon  the  receipt  of  the  melancholy  intel- 
ligence alluded  to,  he  retaliated  by  capturing  imme- 
diately Tiger  Tail,  a nephew  of  Sara  Jones,  with 
eight  warriors  and  six  squaws;  and  then  proceeded 
to  the  Caloosahatchee,  in  search  of  those  concerned 
in  the  butchery  on  that  river;  since  then  captain 
Mayo  has  in  person  conducted  his  barges  five  times 
into  the  everglades  at  as  many  different  points,  be- 
ing accompanied  on  these  expeditions  ol  danger  by 
acting  lieutenant  Handy,  midshipmen  Watkins, 
Murray,  Caldwell  and  one  of  the  medical  officers. 

The  streams  through  which  the  boats  passed 
were  in  many  places  so  narrow  that  the  oars  could 
not  be  used,  and  the  boats  were  dragged  through 
by  means  of  the  overhanging  limbs.  Whatever 
hazard  there  might  be  in  these  expeditions,  captain 
Mayo  did  not  send  his  officers,  but  led  them  to 
meet  it.  The  next  point  which  seemed  to  require 
attention,  was  Fort  Lauderdale,  near  which  the 
Indians  were  assembled  in  considerable  numbers, 
and  an  attack  was  apprehended  upon  that  post,  but 
captain  Mayo  reached  there  with  two  armed  barges, 
before  the  Indians  were  prepared  lor  hostility. — 
The  gallant  and  efficient  commander  of  Fort  Lau- 
derdale, lieutenant  Tompkins,  has  expressed  in  a 
very  handsome  manner  hi3  obligations  to  captain 
Mayo,  for  the  prompt  interposition  which  arrested 
the  murderous  purpose  of  the  savages,  and  also  sig- 
nified his  sense  of  the  manner  in  which  lieutenants 
Davis,  of  the  navy,  and  Sloan,  of  the  marines,  have 
aided  him  in  all  that  concerns  the  welfare  of  the 
post. 

Captain  M.  we  are  informed,  has  made  what  ap- 
peared the  most  judicious  disposition  of  his  crew 
and  officers.  Lieutenant  Davis,  with  two  barges, 
and  upwards  of  thirty  men  being  left  at  New  river; 
lieutenant  Sloan,  with  as  many  marines,  on  the 
Miami  river,  and  passed  midshipman  Thompson, 
with  an  armed  barge  and  crew  at  Key  Biscayne. 

STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 

MAINE. 

Boundary  question.  The  Fredericton  Royal  Ga- 
zette, in  an  article  on  the  subject  of  the  survey  by 
the  British  commissioners,  says  that  “in  the  short 
space  of  three  months  since  the  arrival  of  lieut. 
col.  Mudge  and  Mr.  Featherstonhaugh  in  this  pro- 
vince, they,  with  well  organized  and  efficient  par- 
ties, have  examined  the  surface  of  the  country, 
from  the  western  termination  of  the  bay  of  Chaleur 
to  the  western  sources  of  the  Penobscot  and  Chau- 
dier;  the  whole  of  the  Allegash  country,  from  its 
source  to  its  junction  with  the  St.  John’s,  the  line 
of  the  Roostuc  from  its  extreme  sources  to  its 
mouth;  and  that  of  the  St.  John’s  river,  from  its 
sources  in  the  highlands,  which  divide  it  from  the 
waters  of  the  Penobscot,  along  its  whole  course  to 
the  sea.  To  this  laborious  investigation  they  have 
added  a critical  examination  of  the  line  claimed  by 
Maine  as  the  true  boundary  intended  in  the  treaty 
of  1783,  from  Elchemin  river  to  the  Metis  lakes; 
this  last  portion  of  the  work  being  effected  under 
circumstances  of  great  difficulty,  and  attended  with 
personal  sufferings.  The  line  of  country  compre 
bended  in  this  description  extends  about  seven  hun- 
dred miles,  along  the  whole  of  which  barometrical 
admeasurements  have,  we  understand,  been  care- 
fully taken.” 

The  same  paper  adds,  “the  great  number  of  in- 
teresting facts,  thus  for  the  first  time  collected 
must,  we  think,  have  an  important  influence  on  the 
final  decision  of  a question  that  many  able  men 
have  in  vain  attempted  to  settle  for  near  60  years.” 
The  Gazette  expresses  the  hope  that  “matters 
in  relation  to  the  boundary  may  remain  in  thei 
present  quiet  state  until  the  governments  of  the 
two  nations — to  whom  it  alone  belongs — have  had 
sufficient  leisure  to  weigh  well  the  new  evidence 
which  ere  long  may  be  laid  before  them,  as  we 
have  reason  to  know  that  the  commissioners  pro 
ceed  immediately  to  England.”  [ Bangor  WhiL 
Extract  from  a letter  dated  Rimouski,  November 
9th.  “The  storm  of  the  7th  has  been  the  most 
furious  one  known  on  the  coast  for  some  time 
past,  and  we  expect  to  hear  of  disasters:  the  tides 
have  not  risen  so  high  for  ten  years  past.  Mr. 
Featherstonhaugh,  the  boundary  commissioner,  has 
just  arrived  here  from  below;  this  gentleman,  his 
son,  and  two  of  his  people,  were  landed  at  old  Bic 
a fortnight  ago,  from  H.  M.  brig  Ringdove,  and  im- 
mediately proceeded  to  the  last  settlements  at  the 
Metis,  under  the  guidance  of  some  Micrnac  In- 
dians, and,  hastily  provided,  they  by  persevering 
exertions,  amidst  very  inclement  weather,  suc- 
ceeded in  overcoming  all  the  difficulties  of  that 
most  rapid  and  broken  stream,  the  Metis,  and  got 
to  the  sources  of  the  lakes  about  sixty  miles  from 


the  coast;  here  they  had  scarce  completed  their  ob- 
servations, when  the  winter  set  in  with  great 
rigour,  the  lakes  froze  half  over  in  one  night,  and 
in  other  places  they  had  to  cut  their  way  through 
the  ice. 

“In  their  endeavor,  Mr.  F.  and  his  son,  being  in 
advance,  were  separated  from  the  rest  of  his  party 
for  36  hours,  and  had  to  pass  one  night  of  hard 
frost  in  the  dreary  wilderness,  without  even  a 
blanket,  they  reached  the  settlement,  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Metis,  at  a moment  wThen  it  would  have 
been  dangerous  to  remain  in  the  woods,  unprovid- 
ed as  they  were,  for  upon  their  arrival  the  snow 
storms  set  in  with  redoubled  force;  to  say  the  least 
of  it,  it  was  a great  indiscretion  to  advance  so  far 
into  an  unknown  and  difficult  country  at  this  ad- 
vanced season;  our  woods  at  a later  period,  when 
the  snow  is  glazed,  can  be  travelled  successfully  on 
snow  shoes,  but  a party  at  this  season,  merely  fitted 
out  for  fine  weather,  is  liable  to  destruction  when 
suddenly  surprised  by  deep  snows,  and  hard  wea- 
ther; little  or  no  progress  can  be  made  under  such 
circumstances  and  no  one  can  help  them,  for  no 
one  knows  where  to  find  them  The  party  left 
this  place  in  sleighs  for  Frederickton,  in  New 
Brunswick.” 

The  honorable  John  Holmes  is  about  to  publish  a 
work,  entitled  “The  Statesman;  or  Principles  of 
Legislation  and  Law  of  the  state  of  Maine  and  of 
the  United  States.” 

The  New  York  correspondent  of  the  National 
Intelligencer  states  that  the  banks  of  Calais,  the 
Medoink  bank,  at  Waldoborough,  the  Frankfort 
bank,  and  the  Agricultural  bank,  at  Brewer,  have 
all  failed.  He  adds,  “the  bill  holders  will  not 
loose  much.” 

VERMONT. 

The  Burlington  Free  Press,  of  the  22d  ult.  says: 
The  legislature  adjourned  on  Tuesday  evening, 
after  a session  of  six  weeks,  which  has  principally 
been  devoted  to  the  revised  statutes.  We  are  glad 
this  subject  is  thus  summarily  disposed  of.  The  re- 
vised code  is  to  be  immediately  printed,  and  go  into 
operation  on  the  1st  of  July  next,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a few  chapters,  which  take  effect  on  the  1st 
of  January. 

Five  banks  have  been  chartered  with  the  real  es- 
tate and  bond  security  provision,  viz:  at  Danville, 
Montpelier,  Rutland,  Poultney  and  Felchville,  in 
Windsor  county. 

MASSACHUSETTS.  . 

Congressional  election.  Accoiding  to  the  official 
returns  of  votes  given  on  the  11th  ult.  for  members 
of  congress,  the  votes  in  the  1st  district  were  for 
Abbott  Lawrence,  4,963;  Bradford  Sumner,  3,665; 
scattering  12.  Plurality  for  Mr.  Lawrence,  1,298. 

In  the  6th  district,  whole  number  of  votes  7,662; 
necessary  to  a choice,  3,S32.  Osmyn  Baker,  the 
whig  candidate,  has  3,382;  RodoJphus  Dickinson, 
the  Van  Buren  candidate,  3,023;  Adolphus  Dickin- 
son, probably  intended  for  Rodolphus,  261;  Henry 
Chapman,  348;  Edward  Dickinson,  397;  Israel  Bil- 
lings 148;  scattering  103.  No  return  was  received 
from  the  town  of  Dana.  The  governor  and  council 
have  appointed  Dec.  23,  for  another  trial. 

A good  hit.  The  following  hit  at  the  late  election 
in  Massachusetts,  which  turned  upon  the  license 
law  of  that  state,  is  published  in  one  of  the  Boston 
papers: 

Ship  Massachusetts,  once  so  sound, 

No  more  on  steady  course  can  jog; 

Her  crew  have  left  her  run  aground, 

While  quarrelling  about  their  grog. 

The  Massachusetts  eye  and  ear  infirmary  have 
made  a very  gratifying  report  of  the  state  of  that  in- 
valuable (we  do  not  think  we  misapply  the  term) 
institution  for  the  past  year:  666  persons  applied  for 
advice  and  treatment,  of  whom  544  were  out  door 
patients,  and  122  house  patients.  Of  these,  555 
were  afflicted  with  diseases  of  the  eye,  and  111  of 
the  ear.  We  notice  that  the  number  of  patients 
male  and  female,  suffering  by  each  calamity,  was 
very  nearly  equally  divided.  [IV.  Y.  Express. 

Fire  at  Newton.  The  extensive  iron  works  of 
Olis  Pettes,  at  Newton  Upper  Falls,  were  destroyed 
by  fire  last  evening.  It  broke  out  near  the  engine- 
room,  and  in  a few  minutes  the  whole  building,  265 
feet  in  length,  including  machine  shop,  blacksmith’s 
shop,  and  two  steam  engines,  was  in  flames — and  in 
an  hour  and  a half,  wras  totally  destroyed.  None  of 
the  buildings  in  the  vicinity,  including  the  foundry, 
were  injured.  The  loss  of  property  by  this  fire  has 
been  very  great — nearly  #30,000  w'orth  of  machine- 
ry, speeders,  &c.  was  destroyed.  The  wdiole  loss 
is  estimated  at  nearly  #70,000,  of  which  only  20,000 
dollars  were  insured.  By  this  fire  also,  nearly  one 
hundred  persons  are  deprived  of  employment,  at  this 
unfavorable  season  of  the  year.  [Boston  Journal. 

John  Brown  Co.  The  Philadelphia  North 
American  publishes  the  following  statement,  illus- 
trating the  disastrous  results  of  forced  sales  of  pro- 


perty in  times  of  severe  pressure  in  the  money  mar- 
ket. 

The  house  of  John  Brown  &.  Co.  which  failed  in 
Boston  a few  weeks  since,  were  holders  of  stock  in 
the  “East  Boston  sugar  refinery”  to  the  amount  of 
#310,000,  at  the  appraised  value  of  the  shares  by 
the  assignees;  being  #2,350  per  share.  It  was  esti- 
mated at  this  rate  among  the  assets  of  the  estate 
from  previous  sales  of  the  shares.  This  stock  has 
been  sold  at  auction  at  #751  per  share,  producing  a 
loss  to  the  creditors  of  upwards  of  #210,000  upon 
the  single  item. 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

Providence  banks.  Out  of  the  twenty-one  banks 
in  Providence,  the  following  seven  redeem  their 
notes  in  specie:  Arcade,  Biackstone,  Canal,  Merch- 
ants, Mechanic  and  Manufacturers,  Providence,  Ro- 
ger Williams,  and  (Traders.  The  currency  of  the 
place,  however,  continues  in  the  notes  of  the  non- 
specie  paying  banks. 

Rhode  Island  banks.  Statement  of  the  situation 
of  the  banks  of  Rhode  Island  on  Monday,  Nov.  4th, 
1839,  as  the  same  appears  from  the  returns  made  to 
'the  bank  commissioners. 

LIABILITIES. 

Capital  stock,  #10,003,538  00 

Bills  in  circulation,  1,722,126  25 

Balances  due  other  banks,  661,244  34 

Net  profits  on  hand,  505,336  98 

Dividends  unpaid,  20,206  20 

Deposites  on  interest,  551,343  19 

Deposites  not  on  interest,  758, ()94  60 


Total  amount  of  liabilities,  #14,221,889  56 

RESOURCES. 

Loans  and  discounts,,  #12,701,294  08 

Specie  in  banks,  399,520  82 

Bills  on  other  banks,  287,201  53 

Balances  due  from  other  banks,  387,004  43 

Stock  in  owm  bank,  123,244  65 

Stock,  real  estate  and  other  property,  323,624  05 


14,221,889  56 


4,901,593  52 
7,799,700  56 

269.412  58 
1,452,713  67 


#29,152  25 
6,435  12 

62,550  51 

9,596  50 

bank  com- 
missioners. 


Total  amount  of  resources. 

Of  bills  and  notes  discounted,  there  is 
due  out  of  the  state,  the  sum  of 
And  payable  in  the  state, 

Of  the  circulation,  there  is  held  by  the 
bank, 

In  the  hands  of  the  public, 

By  comparing  the  above  abstract  with  the  re- 
turns made  to  the  commissioners,  Oct.  22d,  1839,  it 
appears  that  since  that  date 

The  circulation  has  been  increased 
The  specie  has  been  increased 
The  deposites  including  dividends  un- 
paid have  been  reduced 
And  the  loans  and  discounts  have  in- 
creased 

Henry  Anthony, 

George  W.  King, 

Wm.  Peckham, 

Office  of  the  bank  com  ’ rs.  Providence,  Nov.  14,  1839. 

CONNECTICUT. 

Harvard  university.  The  library  of  the  Harvard 
university  contains  50,700  volumes;  and  by  the  trea- 
surer’s report,  the  funds  amount  to  #679,059  34,  ex- 
clusive of  all  buildings  and  lands  appropriated  to  the 
use  of  the  university,  library,  pictures,  apparatus, 
furniture,  &c.  #228,392  81  of  which  is  left  for  the 
unreserved  use  of  the  college. 

The  Liverpool  Standard,  of  the  1st  inst.  contains 
the  following  paragraph: 

“ Appalling  fact.  In  North  America,  where  ‘civil 
contract  marriages’  prevail,  in  the  state  of  Connec- 
ticut alone,  there  were  no  less  than  five  hundred  di- 
vorces in  a circuit.” 

The  U.  S.  Gazette,  in  noticing  the  above  Para- 
Graph says;  “We  do  not  believe  that  the  province 
and  state  of  Connecticut  ever  granted  half  the 
number  of  divorces*  from  the  days  in  which  the 
people  wandered  out  of  Massachusetts  to  settle 
among  its  hills  and  dale.s  down  to -the  present  time, 
including  even  the  season  when  Dr.  Niles  and  his 
party  were  dominant.” 

NEW  YORK. 

State  stocks.  #109,600  New  York  state  stocks, 
bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  four  and  a halt  per 
cent,  and  issued  in  behalf  of  the  New  York  and 
Erie  rail  road  was  sold  in  New  York  on  Friday 
morning  by  Bleecker  & Co.  and  brought  90  per  cent. 

Affairs  of  the  patroon.  A correspondent  of  the 
New  York  Times  says:  “It  appears  that  the  old 

patroon,  Mr.  Van  Rensselaer,  having  a large  tract  of 
land  in  Albany  county;  some  say  24  miles  by  40; 
others  lessen  the  quantity  considerably;  but  cer- 
tainly embracing  the  greater  part  of  the  towns  of 
Rensselaerville,  Knox,  Berne  and  Waterloo— leas- 
ed the  land  to  farmers  for  a great  length  of  time, 
and,  in  most  cases,  at  a mere  nominal  rent.  A 
condition  in  the  leases  made  it  obligatory  on  the 
tenants,  if  they  sold  out  the  lease,  that  one  quarter 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— DEC.  14,  1839— CONGRESS. 


S43 


of  the  purchase  money  should  be  paid  to  the  pa- 
troon,  who  still  retained  his  light  to  the  land.  A 
large  portion  of  this  property  has  now  become 
very  valuable. 

During  the  life  time  of  the  old  patroon,  the  te- 
nants had  very  little  trouble.  If  they  paid  the 
small  sura  mentioned  in  the  lease,  well — il  not  they 
were  never  molested; — since  the  death  of  the  old 

Eatroon,  however,  a different  state  of  things  has 
een  ordered  and  the  young  patroon  insists  upon  a 
strict  fulfilment  of  the  conditions  of  the  leases.” 
The  sheriff  having  been  resisted  in  serving  exe- 
cutions to  recover  the  rents,  proceeded  to  summons 
a foiinidable  posse  coinetalus,  and  placing  himself 
at  the  head  of  some  six  or  seven  bundled  men, 
marched  from  Albany  to  enforce  the  law.  They 
found  the  road  obstructed,  however,  and  the  tenants 
in  much  larger  force,  evincing  determination  to  re- 
sist to  the  last  extremity.  Under  those  circumstan- 
ces the  sheriff  concluded  to  return,  discharge  his 
posse,  and  call  upon  the  governor  for  military  aid. 
Meantime,  a compromise  it  is  said  was  proposed 
between  the  paities. 

A second  attempt  by  the  sheriff  with  his  posse, 
was  equally  unsuccessful.  It  is  stated  that  they 
found  the  tenants  embodied,  as  reported,  a thou- 
sand strong,  with  two  field  pieces,  arms,  amunition, 
&.C.  In  this  state  of  affairs  the  governor  found  it 
necessary  to  issue  orders  for  the  militia,  and  as  it 
would  have  been  impolitic  to  take  the  force  from 
Albany  or  its  vinciuity,  two  steamers  were  de- 
spatched with  orders  for  the  1st  division  of  artillery 
commanded  by  gen.  Sanford,  and  include  the  bri- 
gades of  gen.  Hind  and  gen.  Geo.  P.  Morris. 
These  troops  are  armed  with  muskets  and  take  16 
field  pieces,  and  are  to  be  accompanied  by  three 
companies  of  cavalry.  The  whole  number  of  men 
will  be  over  2,000.  Thej' are  to  depait  on  Tues- 
day morning,  unless  another  boat  which  was  to  be 
sent  down  on  Monday  night,  should  bring  counter 
orders. 

The  vole  of  New  York.  The  following  table 
shows  the  voles  given  at  the  elections  of  1S38  and 
1839,  for  the  respective  parties,  as  derived  from  the 
official  canvass  in  each  year: 

1838.  1839. 


Dist 

Adm. 

Whig. 

Adm. 

Whig. 

1st, 

22,631 

23,373 

23,385 

21,396 

2nd, 

24,588 

23,210 

23,669 

22,152 

3rd, 

24,533 

24,466 

24,553 

24,646 

4th, 

23,865 

24,366 

22,933 

24,012 

5th, 

23,706 

21,755 

22,793 

21,150 

6th, 

23,166 

24,360 

23,749 

23,893 

7th, 

22,811 

24,321 

22,831 

24,049 

8th, 

17,358 

27,031 

15,693 

21,927 

182,461 

192,882 

179,606 

183,225 

Whig  majority  in  1838, 

10,421 

do. 

in  1839, 

3,619 

A 

ggregale  vote 

in  1837, 

196,553 

do. 

do. 

in  1838, 

375,343 

do 

do. 

in  1S39, 

362,831 

[ Albany  Argus. 

The  corporation  of  the  city  of  New  Yoik  have 
issued  bonus  to  the  amount  of  $1,300,000,  which  it 
is  proposed  to  fund  at  6 per  cent. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Election.  The  majority  of  general  McCullough, 
(adm.)  over  general  Irvin,  in  the  late  special  elec- 
tion in  Pennsylvania,  was  101  votes. 

Duties  in  Philadelphia.  The  duties  on  imports 
for  the  third  quarter  of  tile  present  vear,  at 
the  custom  house  in  Philadelphia,  amounted  to 
$1,077,194  83. 

The  jail  at  Chambersburg,  Pennsylvania,  is  at 

E resent  without  a prisoner— a circumstance  that 
as  not  existed  before  for  15  years. 

Pennsylvania  banks.  The  Pennsylvania  state 
treasurer  has  addressed  the  cashier  of  a country 
bank  the  following  letter: 

Treasurer’s  ojjice,  November  20,  1839. 
Dear  sir:  Enclosed,  I return  you  a check  on 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  it  ’being  for  tax  on 
the  amount  of  dividend  declared  by  the  bank  of 
which  you  are  an  officer. 

I have  two  objections  to  receiving  the  check. 

The  first  is,  that  the.  bank  had  no  authority  by  law 
to  declare  a dividend  during  the  suspension  of  spe- 
cie payments;  and  second,  the  dividend  declared 
in  May  will  be  required  in  specie.  See  the  act  of 
27th  January,  1819.  Yours  truly, 

Dan’l  Sturgeon,  stale  treasurer. 
To , esq.  cashier. 


DELAWARE. 

Honor  to  the  brave.  A sword  was  presented  oi 
Saturday  last  by  the  governor  of  Delaware  to  col 
Samuel  B.  Davis,  as  a testimonial,  from  the  legisla 
ture  of  that  state,  of  his  gallantry  in  defendini 
Lewistown  from  an  attack  ot  the  British  during  tin 
late  war.  The  ceremony  of  presentation  took  placi 
in  the  City  Hall  of  Wilmington. 


MARYLAND. 

The  Protestant  Episcopal  convention  for  this  dio- 
cess  met  in  Baltimore  last  week,  but  failed  to  make 
choice  of  a bishop,  a resolution  wa3  adopted,  to  the 
effect  that  the  right  reverend  bishop  Doane,  of 
New  Jersey,  should  officiate  until  the  vacancy  is 
filled. 

Colonization.  The  fall  expedition  of  the  Mary- 
land state  society,  with  colonists  (or  Maryland  in 
Liberia,  was  to  sail  from  Baltimore  or.  the  13th  inst. 

The  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal.  The  breach  in 
the  canal  is  so  far  repaired  that  the  water  was  to  be 
introduced  again  this  week. 

lhe  Maryland  stale  temperance  society  had  an  in- 
teresting session  in  Baltimore,  occupying  several 
days  of  last  week.  The  proposed  alteration  in  the 
pledge  was  discussed  with  great  ability  on  both 
sides,  and  was  finally  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

VIRGINIA. 

The  legislature  met  on  the  2d  instant.  The  se- 
nate organized  by  re-electing  Mr.  Nash,  their 
former  speaker,  Mr.  Hansford  their  clerk,  and  L. 
W.  Allen,  sergeant-at-arms.  The  house  also  re- 
elected their  former  officers,  Mr.  Gilmer,  speaker, 
Mr.  Munford,  clerk,  and  col.  Ward,  sergeant-at- 
arms.  » 

Governor  Campbell’s  message  was  communicat- 
ed the  same  day.  It  is  a document  of  great  in- 
terest to  the  people  of  the  state.  We  shall  en- 
devor  $o  give  an  abstract  of  it  in  a future  number. 

On  the  3d  instant,  a bill  was  reported  in  the 
house  by  judge  May  for  the  temporary  relief  of  the 
banks  of  the  commonwealth.  The  bill  provides 
that  the  banks  shall  not  declare  a dividend  during 
their  suspension.  Mr.  Smith,  of  the  Isle  of  Wright, 
moved  a rigid  substitute  for  the  bill,  which  failed, 
and  with  some  slight  amendments,  the  bill  passed. 

Mr.  Watts  presented  the  petition  of  Mr.  Cun- 
ningham, contesting  the  seat  of  Mr.  Allyn,  the  re- 
turned member  from  Norfolk.  No  day  has  yet  been 
fixed  for  the  choice  of  a United  States  senator. 

It  is  understood  that  John  Y.  Mason,  esq.  will 
be  the  administration  candidate  for  United  States 
senator.  An  unsuccessful  attempt  was  made  on 
the  4th  inst.  to  fix  the  9th  inst.  as  the  day  to  go  into 
the  election  of  senator. 

The  hon.  Charles  Fenton  Mercer,  of  Vir- 
ginia, has  addressed  a long  communication  to  his 
constituents,  announcing  his  determination  to  re- 
sign his  seat  in  congress,  as  soon  as  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  house  of  representatives  is  effected. 

William  M.  McCarty  and  Inman  Horner,  are  an- 
nounced as  candidates  to  represent  the  district;  it  is 
composed  of  Loudon,  Fauquer  and  Fairfax  coun- 
ties. 

The  Wheeling  Times  says  that  the  discharge  of 
hands  from  the  large  manufactories  of  that  place 
still  continues — a course  to  which  the  proprietors 
have  been  compelled  by  the  pressure  for  money, 
and  the  difficulty  of  procuring  materials. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

The  South  Carolina  legislature  met  at  Columbia, 
in  that  state,  on  Monday  last,  and  on  Tuesday  the 
governor  transmitted  his  message  to  both  houses. 
Speaking  of  this  document  the  Charleston  Courier 
remarks.  “It  is  a dignified,  sensible  and  business 
like  document.  The  subjects  of  the  tariff,  direct 
taxation,  and  the  banking  system  are  debatable 
matters,  but  they  are  temperately  treated.  We 
would  sooner  adopt  the  minimum  of  the  existing 
tariff  as  a permanent  regulation,  than  unsettle  the 
question  and  involve  the  different  sections  of  the 
union  in  another  perilous  controversy.  For  direct 
taxation  we  have  no  relish — we  believe  indirect 
taxation  the  only  practicable  system  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  general  government,  and  that  nothing 
would  tend  more  to  bring  it  into  odium  and  endan- 
gerthe  union,  than  for  it  to  assume  the  attitude  of  a 
general  tax  gatherer.  We  doubt  much  whether 
the  moneyed  evils  of  the  times  are  chargeable  so 
much  to  any  “inherent  vice  of  the  banking  sys- 
tem” as  to  the  improper  tampering  with  that  sys- 
tem on  the  part  of  government.  The  removal  of 
the  deposites,  the  destruction  of  the  U.  States 
bank,  as  a national  institution,  the  consequent 
multiplication  of  state  banks,  and  the  distribution 
of  the  surplus  revenue,  will  in  a great  measure  ac- 
count for  our  financial  and  commercial  embarrass- 
ments. The  views  of  his  excellency  in  relation  to 
agriculture,  education,  the  militia  and  brigade  en- 
campments, the  road  system,  and  public  executions, 
are  highly  judicious,  arid  will  we  trust  command 
the  attention  of  the  legislature. 

We  are  glad  to  perceive  that  his  excellency  has 
brought  to  the  view  of  the  legislature  the  necessity 
of  securing  the  lien  of  the  state  on  the  Hamburg 
road. 

The  view  afforded  by  the  message  of  the  finances 
of  the  state  is  very  favorable.  Against  an  aggre- 
gate debt  $3,039,243  81,  we  show  assets  to 
$3,630,830  21,  being  an  excess  of  $591,680  40  in 


favor  of  the  state.  Part  too  of  this  debt  is  the  de- 
posite  of  $1,051,422  09  of  the  surplus  revenue  of 
the  United  States,  the  repayment  of  which  will  pro- 
bably never  be  required.  Besides  this  indebted- 
ness, however,  the  state  is  responsible  for  the  loan 
of  $2,000,000  for  rebuilding  Charleston,  and  the 
guarantee  of  the  loan  of  $2,000,000  for  the  great 
rail  road — but  the  funds  provided  for  the  redemp- 
tion of  these  loans,  are  adequate  to  indemnify  the 
state. 

The  bank  of  the  state  has  done  a good  business. 
Its  profits  for  the  year  amounts  to  $210,000.  This 
sum  has  been  carried  to  the  sinking  fund,  which 
now  amounts  to  $948,058  39,  and  out  of  which 
$800,000  of  the  public  debt  will  be  redeemed  on 
the  1st  January  next.” 

KENTUCKY. 

The  legislature  of  Kentucky  assembled  at  Frank- 
fort on  Monday,  the  2d  instant.  In  the  senate,  there 
were  three  candidates  run  for  speaker — namely, 
Hanson,  of  Clarke,  and  Johnson,  of  Shelby,  (whigs), 
and  Wingate,  (Van  Buren).  A great  number  of 
ballotings  had  taken  place  without  either  obtaining 
a majority  of  the  whole  number  of  the  votes  cast. — 
On  the  last  ballot,  the  vote  stood,  for  Hanson  12, 
Johnson  7,  Wingate  13. 

In  the  house,  a similar  state  of  things  existed. — 
Three  persons  were  nominated  for  speaker — namely. 
Helm,  of  Hardin,  Morehead,  of  Franklin,  (whigs), 
and  Meriwether,  of  Jefferson,  (Van  Buren).  The 
first  ballot  stood,  for  Helm  26,  Morehead  28,  Meri- 
wether 36.  After  a number  of  ballotings,  which 
exhibited  little  variation  from  the  above,  Mr.  Meri- 
wether requested  his  name  to  be  withdrawn;  when, 
on  the  next  ballot,  being  between  Morehead  and 
Helm,  (both  whigs,)  the  latter  was  chosen  speaker 
by  a majority  of  19. 

TENNESSEE. 

Spirituous  liquors.  They  have  a law  in  Tennessee 
regulating  the  sale  of  spirituous  liquors.  A propo- 
sition has  been  made  at  the  present  session  of  the 
legislature  to  repeal  that  law.  Among  the  docu- 
ments bearing  upon  the  subject  is  a report  from  the 
superintendent  of  the  state’s  prison.  The  report 
states  that  out  of  154  convicts  now  in  that  establish- 
ment, sixty-one  attribute  their  crime  directly  to  the 
use  of  ardent  spirits;  sixty-six  are  habitual  and  eighty * 
two  occasional  drunkards,  leaving  only  six  persons 
out  of  the  whole  number  “who  abstain  from  the  use 
of  ardent  spirits.” 

OHIO. 

The  legislature  of  Ohio  convened  at  Columbus, 
on  Monday,  the  2d  inst.  The  senate  was  organized 
by  the  appointment  of  William  McLaughlin,  presi- 
dent, and  Caleb  J.  McNulty,  clerk.  The  house  was 
organized  by  the  appointment  of  Thomas  J.  Bucha- 
nan, speaker,  and  Asa  G.  Dimock,  clerk  The  go- 
vernor’s message  was  expected  to  be  delivered  on 
the  next  day. 

The  banks  in  Ohio  have  generally  resumed  specie 
payments. 

TWENTY-SIXTH  CONGRESS— 1st  SESSION. 

IN  SENATE. 

December  6. — Mr.  Wright  presented  the  creden- 
tials of  Mr.  S.  S.  Phelps,  of  Vermont,  who  after  be- 
ing duly  qualified,  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Davis  gave  notice  that  he  would,  at  the  ear- 
liest period,  bring  in  “a  bill  to  remit  such  duties  and 
to  cancel  such  bonds  as  have  been  required  of  per- 
sons engaged  in  the  whale  fishery,  and  to  restrain 
all  further  exactions  of  duties  upon  such  vessels  and 
their  cargoes.” 

Mr.  Benton  also  gave  notice  that  he  would  bring 
in  a bill  for  the  armed  occupation  and  settlement  of 
that  part  of  Florida  overrun  by  bands  of  hostile  In- 
dians, and  a bill  to  define  and  establish  the  southern 
boundary  line  of  the  territories  of  Iowa  and  Wiscon- 
sin: 

On  motion  of  M.  Wright,  the  senate  then  ad- 
journed. 

December  9.  Mr.  Prentiss,  of  Vermont,  and  Mr. 
Strange,  of  North  Carolina,  appeared  in  their  seats. 

The  chair  informed  the  senate  that  this  was  the 
day  set  apart  for  the  election  of  its  officers,  viz: 
secretary  of  the  senate,  sergeant-at-arms  and  door- 
keeper, and  assistant  doorkeeper;  and  that,  if  sena- 
tors were  ready,  they  would  please  to  prepare  their 
ballots. 

Mr.  Allen  rose  and  6aid,  before  the  balloting  took 
place,  he  was  desirous  of  submitting  a single  reso- 
lution: 

Resolved,  That  a committee  be  appointed  to  wait  oil 
the  president  of  the  United  States,  and  inform  him  that 
a quorum  of  the  senate  is  assembled,  and  that  the  se- 
nate is  ready  te  receive  any  communication  of  an  exe- 
cutive character  he  might  be  pleased  to  make. 

No  objection  having  been  offered,  the  resolution 
was  passed,  and  Messrs.  Allen  and  Wright  were 
named  by  the  chair  as  the  committee. 

Mr,  Tappan  submitted  the  following  resolution: 
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Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed  to 
report  to  the  senate  what  would  be  the  effect  upon  the 
military  service  of  a regulation  by  which  all  officers  of 
the  army,  on  arriving  at  sixty  years  of  age,  sliouid  be 
permitted  to  retire  from  service  on  half  pay;  and  what 
would  be  the  probable  annual  charge  upon  the  treasury 
by  such  a regulation. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  its  officers 
for  the  26th  congress. 

On  the  first  ballot,  Mr.  Dickins  was  unanimously 
re-elected  secretary  of  the  senate,  and  Mr.  Haight, 
the  present  sergeant-at-arms,  received  36  out  of  37 
votes. 

For  assistant  doorkeeper  there  were  three  ballots. 
On  the  third  of  which,  Mr.  Robert  Beale,  having 
received  20  votes,  was  declared  duly  elected. 

And  then  the  senate  adjourned. 

December  10.  The  senate  held  an  executive  ses- 
sion to-day,  and  no  other  business  was  done. 

HOUSE  OF  BEPEESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  Dec.  6.  The  members  elect  of  the  house 
were  called  to  order  at  noon  this  day  by  the  hon. 
John  Quincy  Mams,  chosen  yesterday  to  be  their 
chairman,  who  directed  that  the  journal  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  four  days  gone  by  should  be  read, 
and  it  was  read  accordingly  at  the  clerk’s  table. — 
Considerable  time  was  occupied  in  rendering  it 
more  accurate,  by  the  offering  of  four  several 
amendments,  on  each  of  which  the  vote  W'as  taken; 
afler  which 

Mr.  Rkett,  of  South  Carolina,  rose  and  observed 
that  it  was  his  intention  to  move  that  the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr  Wise’s  originally 
Mr.  Graves’s),  which  the  chairman  had  announced 
as  the  motion  pending  from  yesterday,  be  laid  upon 
the  table,  with  a view  to  enable  him  to  offer  the 
following,  which  he  read,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  the  house  will  proceed  to  call  the 
names  of  gentlemen  whose  rights  to  seats  are  not  dis- 
puted or  contested;  and  after  the  names  of  such  mem- 
bers are  called,  and  before  a speaker  is  elected,  they 
shall,  provided  there  be  a quorum  of  such  present, 
then  hear  and  judge  upon  the  elections,  returns  and 
qualifications  of  all  claimants  to  the  seats  contested  on 
this  floor. 

Mr.  Rhett  observed  that  the  resolution  he  had 
just  submitted  was  substantially  that  which  had 
been  offered  last  evening  by  Mr.  Adams,  with  that 
previously  offered  by  Mr.  Wise,  and  with  that  of- 
fered by  Mr.  Graves.  Situated  as  gentlemen  now 
were,  he  conceived  this  to  be  the  correct  and 
honorable  course  to  w’hich  their  duty  called  them. 
Why  should  it  be  attempted  or  desired  to  exclude 
any  portion  of  the  documentary  testimony  in  the 
hands  of  the  clerk,  and  which  it  had  been  proposed 
to  lay  before  the  house?  What  could  be  gained  by 
excluding  it?  Nothing.  While,  on  the  contrary, 
much  might  be  gained  by  going  into  a fair  and 
honorable  exposition  of  all  the  grounds  on  which, 
on  either  side,  the  disputed  seals  of  the  New  Jersey 
delegation  were  claimed.  The  course  proposed  in 
the  resolution  would,  he  was  confident,  meet  the 
wishes  of  by  far  the  greater  part  of  the  gentlemen 
present.  Some  gentlemen,  indeed,  had  said  to  him 
that  such  a course  would  be  irregular;  but  were 
they  not  all  in  a singular  and  irregular  situation? — 
And  if,  under  such  embarrassing  circumstances, 
every  gentleman  insisted  upon  standing  out  for  his 
own  peculiar  views,  in  every  particular,  when 
should  they  have  peace  or  harmony,  and  when 
would  the  public  business  proceed?  There  ought 
to  be  a spirited  effort  to  put  an  end,  this  day,  to  the 
existing  embarrassment,  and  make  a settlement  of 
the  long  disputed  point  before  them.  The  policy 
he  advocated  w'as  eminently  a just  one,  whereas  a 
contrary  course  would,  in  his  estimation,  be  wrong, 
exceedingly  wrong.  It  ought  not  to  be  presumed 
thatany  gentleman  here  had  advanced  a claim  upon 
grounds  which  he  did  not  himself  believe  to  be  per- 
fectly fair  and  honorable;  he  could  not  for  a mo- 
ment doubt  that  all  the  gentlemen  claiming  the  dis- 
puted seats  believing  themselves,  in  their  con- 
science, to  be  true  and  legitimate  members  of  the 
house  of  representatives. 

Mr.  Biddle,  of  Pennsylvania,  here  rose  to  order. 
The  gentleman’s  motion  w'as  to  lay  a resolution  on 
the  table,  and,  by  the  rules  of  order  which  had  yes- 
terday been  adopted,  was  not  debateable.  The 
gentleman  ought  not  to  discuss  his  proposition  thus 
in  advance. 

Mr.  Rhett  replied  that  he  had  not  yet  actually 
made  his  motion  to  lay  on  the  table,  but  had  only 
indicated  an  intention  to  do  so.  He  should  make 
such  a motion  before  he  resumed  his  seat.  But  had 
he  debated  or  discussed  the  resolution  he  had  read 
to  the  house?  Had  he  entered  at  all  into  it3  merits? 
He  had  not,  nor  did  he  intend  to.  He  entirely 
agreed  with  the  genlleman  from  Pennsylvania  that 
it  w’as  wrong  for  a gentleman  who  was  going  to 
make  a motion  which  precluded  debate,  to  avail 
himself  of  his  position  to  discuss  a proposition, 


when  his  remarks  could  not  be  replied  to.  A full 
opportunity  would  be  offered  for  the  discussion 
alter  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  should  be  dis- 
posed of. 

The  chair  stated  that  the  position  taken  by  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  was  correct  in  prin- 
ciple, and  that  such  ought  to  be  the  rule  of  order; 
but  that  the  practice  of  the  house  had  been  different, 
and  gentlemen  had  very  frequently  been  permitted 
to  preface  a motion  to  lay  on  the  table  by  an  argu- 
ment. 

Mr.  Rheit  said  he  should  not  add  a word  more, 
but  would  now  move  that  the  resolution  offered 
yesterday  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Wise)  be  laid  upon  the  table,  to  afford  him  an  op- 
portunity to  move  the  resolution  he  had  read. 

Tellers  were  demanded. 

The  chair  appointed  Mr.  Davies,  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, and  Mr.  Dromgoole,  of  Virginia,  to  act  as  tel  - 
ters. 

The  question  was  about  to  be  put  upon  agreeing 
to  the  resolution,  when 

Mr.  Dromgoole  observed  to  the  chair  that  he  had 
been  appointed  to  act  as  one  of  the  tellers,  and  was 
ready  to  discharge  the  duty  assigned  him,  but  de- 
sired first  to  be  instructed  by  the  chair  how  he  was 
to  perform  it.  He  understood  there  were  ten  gen- 
tlemen claiming  a right  to  seats  as  representatives 
from  New  Jersey,  which  of  them  was  he  to  admit 
to  pass  between  the  tellers?  He  was  wholly  unwil- 
ling to  take  the  responsibility  upon  himself  pf  de- 
ciding between  the  claimants. 

Mr.  Adams  replied  (if  correctly  heard  by  the  re- 
porter, for  he  spoke  in  a low  tone  of  voice)  that  the 
chair  conceived  the  rule  to  be  that  such  persons  as 
possessed  commissions  in  conformity  with  the  con- 
stitution and  laws  of  New  Jersey  were  entitled  to 
vote  as  members  of  the  house,  and  that  no  others 
were  entitled.  This  was  his  own  opinion:  and  he 
expressed  it  with  the  more  confidence  because  he 
had  openly  asserted  the  same  opinion  yesterday  im- 
mediately before  the  house  had  placed  him  in  the 
station  he  now  occupied. 

Mr.  Dromgoole  said  he  was  ignorant  who  the  gen- 
tlemen were  who  possessed  such  commissions  he  had 
seen  none  of  the  papers  of  the  claimants,  and  did 
not  know  what  they  were.  Was  he  to  admit  all 
who  said  they  had  commissions  according  to  the 
laws  of  their  state?  Mr.  D.  knew  no  better  how  to 
discharge  his  duty  as  teller  than  before  inquiry  of 
the  chair. 

Mr.  Adams  replied,  but,  owing  to  the  loud  con- 
versation which  now  arose  throughout  the  hall,  the 
first  part  of  what  he  said  was  inaudible:  when  heard 
he  was  understood  to  say  that  it  had  been  stated  by 
the  clerk  that  the  commissions  of  five  other  gentle- 
men, whom  he  named,  were  in  the  same  words  with 
that  of  Mr.  Randolph,  whom  he  bad  recognised  as  a 
member. 

Mr.  Vanderpoel  took  an  appeal  from  the  decision 
of  the  chair  which  he  pronounced  an  act  of  usurpa- 
tion. The  chair  seemed  desirous  of  putting  a par- 
ticular set  of  claimants  on  the  roll,  and  having  them 
declared  members  in  preference  to  their  opponents. 
He  had  been  placed  in  the  chair  for  no  such  pur- 
pose— it  was  a gross  act  of  usurpation.  [Cries  of 
“order” — others  of  “go  on!  go  on!”]  It  was  vir- 
tually declaring  that  the  gentlemen  from  New  Jer- 
sey should  vote  in  their  own  cases,  when  a rule  of 
order  wa9  staring  the  chairman  in  the  face  which 
declared  directly  to  the  contrary.  He  appealed 
from  such  a decision.  Were  men  to  be  suffered  to 
vote  in  their  own  case?  If  they  were,  all  he  could 
say  was,  that  it  would  present  to  the  world  an  un- 
precedented, and,  he  would  add,  a shocking  spec- 
tacle. 

Mr.  Rhett  read  to  the  chair  the  rule  of  order  re- 
fered  to,  which  is  in  the  words  following: 

“No  member  shall  vote  on  any  question  in  the 
event  of  which  he  is  immediately  and  particularly 
interested.” 

The  chair  replied  that  the  rule  did  not  apply  to 
the  present  case,  because  it  was  not  the  representa- 
tives from  New  Jersey  who  were  concerned,  but 
their  constituents  and  their  state.  It  was  not  these 
individuals  own  case;  it  was  the  case  of  their  dis- 
trict, and  of  the  state  of  New  Jersey. 

Mr.  W.  Thompson,  of  South  Corolina,  contended 
that  a member  had  as  much  right  to  vote  on  this 
question  as  any  other.  When  a man  brought  a re- 
gular commission  from  his  state,  he  was  clothed 
with  all  the  rightsot  any  other  member  ofthe  house; 
and  though  Mr.  T.  should  in  such  case  decline  vot- 
ing, yet  if  these  gentlemen  chose  to  vote,  they  had 
a clear  and  indisputable  right  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Mercer  said  that  gentlemen  were  confound- 
ing two  distinct  propositions,  and  treating  them  as  if 
they  were  but  one.  The  first  proposition  was  the 
appeal  taken  by  the  gentlemen  from  New  York, 
(Mr.  Vanderpoel)-,  the  other  was  built  upon  it.  viz: 
whether  those  who  hold  regular  commissions  from 


the  governor  of  New  Jersey  should  be  allowed  to 
vote  on  that  appeal.  [Here  Mr.  M’s  voice  was 
lost  in  the  confusion  that  prevailed  in  the  house.] — • 
When  again  heard,  he  was  understood  to  say  that, 
as  to  the  charge  of  usurpation  so  warmly  advanced 
by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  that  gentle- 
man’s own  appeal  was  proof  that  it  did  not  exist. — i 
Mr.  M.  while  up,  took  occasion  to  reply  to  Mr. 
Rheit’s  remarks  introductory  to  his  motion  to  lay 
on  the  table.  The  main  reason  urged  bv  that  gen- 
lleman in  favor  of  his  own  resolution  had  been  that 
there  was  an  attempt  or  desire,  in  some  portion  of 
the  house,  to  exclude  some  part  of  the  evidence  on 
which  the  two  sets  of  claimants  to  the  New  Jersey 
seats  founded  their  pretensions.  Mr.  M.  utterly 
denied  that  any  such  purpose  or  wish  had  been  ex- 
pressed by  any  body.  Mr.  M.  had,  indeed,  called 
for  the  reading  ofthe  law  of  New  Jersey  previous- 
ly to  reading  the  evidence  on  which  the  contestors 
of  the  seats  rested  their  claim;  but  this  was  with  no 
view  to  prevent  the  subsequent  reading  of  that  tes- 
timony, but  only  because  he  desired  to  have  the  evi- 
dence and  the  law  placed  in  juxtaposition.  He 
supposed,  as  of  course,  that  all  the  testimony  would 
be  read,  and  why  it  had  not  been  he  knew  not. — 
Nobody  wanted  to  shut  it  out;  on  the  contrary,  he 
was  utterly  at  a loss  to  conceive  how  the  question 
could  be  acted  on  without  reading  it.  Mr.  M.  was 
extremely  unwilling  to  have  it  supposed  for  a mo- 
ment that  he  had  meant  to  exclude  the  reading  of 
any  documents  belonging  to  the  case. 

Mr.  Stanley  wished  to  say  a few'  words  in  reply  to 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  ("Mr.  Vanderpoel) ; 
who  had  already,  before  he  had  been  three  days  in 
the  house,  been  referred  to  as  one  of  the  leaders  of 
his  party.  The  gentleman  had  volunteered  here  as 
the  advocate  of  order  and  decency,  and  had  now  un- 
dertaken to  read  the  gentlemen  from  New  Jersey  a 
lecture  on  the  shocking  enormity  of  voting  in  their 
own  case.  The  chair,  however,  had  very  justly  de- 
cided that  to  vole  as  to  their  right  to  the  seats  they 
claimed  was  not  to  vote  in  their  own  case,  but  in  the 
case  of  their  constituents,  whose  rights  were  at  stake 
in  this  controversy.  Mr  S.  would  leave  the  ques- 
tion of  propriety  to  the  good  sense  and  conscience 
of  those  gentlemen  themselves:  but  his  own  judg- 
ment was,  that  if  they  declined  voting  on  a question 
like  this,  they  would  prove  themselves  unworthy  of 
the  seats  they  claimed — it  would  manifest  to  all  men 
that  these  vyere  not  the  worthy  descendants  of  those 
Jerseymen  ofthe  revolution  whose  name  would  ne- 
ver die.  The  gentleman  from  New  York  was  es- 
pecially indignant  at  the  thought  of  the  violation  of 
precedent  w'hich  the  decision  ofthe  chair  would  sanc- 
tion. Indeed!  And  pray  when  had  this  new-born 
zeal  of  his  for  precedent  arisen  in  the  gentleman’s 
bosom?  Had  not  the  gentleman  been  all  along  rais- 
ing his  roaring  voice  against  the  doctrine  of  prece- 
dent? Had  he  not  scouted  the  very  idea  of  resorting 
to  such  a thing?  But  now  he  was  shocked — con- 
vulsed with  horror — at  the  thought  that  precedent  is 
to  be  violated!  The  gentleman  had  just  returned 
from  an  European  tour — he  was  fresh,  from  the  court 
of  Victoria  herself,  and  was  of  course  well  prepared 
to  lecture  us  rude  Americans  on  the  laws  of  decen- 
cy, and  to  instruct  the  chair  in  the  principles  of  or- 
der. For  one,  Mr.  S.  was  quite  prepared  to  trust 
the  course  of  the  gentlemen  from  New  Jersey  to 
themselves.  If  they  voted,  it  would  not  be  in  their 
own  cause,  but  in  the  ease  of  their  state,  their  con- 
stituents, and  the  constitution  of  their  country. — 
Should  they  prove  recreant  at  such  a moment,  they 
would  be  unworthy  of  the  state  which  gave  them 
birth — a state,  whose  soil,  as  one  of  themselves  had 
truly  said,  had  been  “drenched  to  a mire  with  the 
best  blood  of  her  children.” 

Mr.  Briggs  called  for  the  reading  ofthe  clerk’s 
minute,  stating  the  decision  from  which  an  appeal 
was  taken,  and  it  was  read  accordingly. 

He  then  expressed  his  hope  that  gentlemen  would 
not  confound  the  questions  before  them,  but  that 
they  would  proceed  according  to  the  rules  of  order 
and  right  reason,  and  discuss  only  the  question  be- 
fore the  house.  What  was  the  case?  A gentleman 
from  New  York  (Mr.  Vanderpoel),  had  charged  the 
venerable  gentleman  occupying  the  chair  with  a 
gross  usurpation  of  authority:  and  on  what  ground? 
A motion  to  lay  on  the  table  having  been  made,  and 
the  question  being  about  to  be  put,  tellers  had  been 
demanded;  one  of  the  individuals  appointed  as  tellers 
had  then  risen  and  demanded  instructions  from  the 
chair  as  to  which  of  the  ten  candidates  claiming 
seats  from  New  Jersey  he  w'as  to  count:  the  chair 
had  responded  that,  in  its  opinion,  those  only  were 
to  be  counted  on  the  vote  who  had  commissions  in 
conformity  with  the  laws  and  constitution  of  New 
Jersey.  From  this  decision  of  the  chair  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  had  taken  an  appeal.  Now, 
Mr.  B.  wanted  that  gentleman  to  walk  up  here  and 
vote  that  those  w'ho  possessed  the  constitutional  and 
legal  commission  of  the  slate  of  New  Jersey  should 
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not  be  permitted  to  vote.  He  invitee 
to  coin-  up  to  tile  mark.  He  had  taken  an  appeal 
from  tile  decision  of  the  chair,  and  pronounced  it  to 
be  an  act  of  gross  usurpation  to  decide  that  such  per- 
sons wore  entitled  to  vote.  Mr.  B.  held  the  gentle- 
man to  the  true  issue.  Whether  these  individuals 
were,  or  were  not,  interested  in  the  result  of  the 
vote,  was  not  the  question.  The  true  question  was 
whether  men  duly  commissioned  from  their  state 
were  or  were  not  entitled  to  vote  as  her  represents 
fives;  that  was  the  question,  the  only  question;  and 
Mr  B.  again  invited  the  gentleman  lo  walk  up  and 
meet  it. 

Mr.  Granger,  of  New  York,  rose  in  reply  to  Mr. 
Vanderpoel.  He  said  he  had  hoped,  yesterday,  that 
he  might  at  length  congratulate  the  nation  on  the 
fact  that  her  representatives  were  now  prepared  to 
come  up  to  their  work  and  to  say,  distinctly  and 
openly,  who  were,  and  who  were  not,  to  be  permit- 
ted to  vote  here  as  members  of  congress.  He  had 
flattered  himself  that  now,  at  last,  they  had  reached 
a point  where  no  man  could  hide  himself  behind  the 
doubts  or  the  arguments  of  a dead  clerk,  but  that 
the  record  of  their  official  action  would  be  sent  forth 
to  an  anxious  and  expectant  people.  What  were 
they  told?  That  gentlemen  holding  commissions  in 
every' respect  as  their  own  were  not  entitled  to  a 
vote  in  that  house  to  lay  a resolution  on  the  table — 
and  why?  Because,  behind  the  present  question  lay 
another,  by  which  it  must  be  decided  whether  a 
commission  under  the  broad  seal  of  a state  of  this 
confederacy,  and  in  all  respects  conformable  to  the 
requirements  of  her  constitution  and  laws,  was  or 
was  not  lo  be  received  as  entitling  (he  holder  of  it 
to  take  a seat  in  the  preliminary  stage  of  proceed- 
ings which  immediately  preceded  the  organization 
of  this  body. 

Mr.  G.  had  hoped  that  his  colleague,  ( Mr.  Van- 
derpoel), who  had  always  expressed  such  peculiar 
admiration  tor  the  dear  people,  would  not  shrink,  in 


this  the  very  first  act  of  the  drama,  from  meeting 
the  direct  issue  which  was  tendered  to  him.  The 
house  had  heard  much  about  precedent.  A gentle- 
man who,  for  the  last  three  day's,  had  been  openly 
trampling  upon  all  precedent  as  contemptible,  now 
sought  to  shield  himself  behind  this  very  doctrine  of 
precedent  to  avoid  a responsibility'  which  he  seemed 
afraid  or  unwilling  to  assume.  It  seemed  as  if  his 
colleague  wished  to  secure  the  benefit  of  an  act 
without  the  courage  for  its  execution.  But  if  the 
honorable  gentleman,  who  was  so  very  tender  on  (hi 
subject  of  precedent,  W'anted  a precedent  tortile  vote 
ol  gentlemen  claiming  the  seats  of  New  Jersey,  M 
G.  could  favor  him  with  one  from  the  very  liighe 
democratic  authority.  The  case  he  referred  to  had 
occurred  some  years  ago  in  his  own  state.  A cer- 
tain gentleman  had  obtained  a certificate  of  election 
in  legal  form,  and,  by  advice  of  council  learned  in 
the  law,  had  taken  that  commission  with  him  to  Al- 
bany to  present  it  as  evidence  that  he  was  a member 
ot  the  state  legislature  from  Ontario  county.  Ano- 
ther gentleman,  from  the  same  district,  who  had  ob- 
tained an  actual  majority  of  the  votes  given,  but 
whose  name  on  some  ot  the  ballots  had  been  written 
in  an  abbreviated  form,  had,  on  that  account,  been 
denied  a seat  upon  the  floor.  The  latter  gentleman 
afterwards  presented  himself,  and  demanded  that 
his  case  should  be  heard.  In  those  days  the  a=sem 
bly  elected  a council  of  appointment,  which  council 
wielded  the  whole  appointing  power  of  (he  state. 
They  were  the  political  warwicks  of  the  day— the 
‘•setters  up  and  pullers  down  'ot  kings.”  The  Gen- 
tleman who  now  occupies  the  highest  seat  in  this 
government  was  (hen  attorney  general  ofNew  York, 
and  was  the  great  Ipgal  adviser  of  his  party,  and  it 
was  by  his  advice  that  Mr.  Allen  had  presented  his 
regular  credentials,  and  been  admitted  on  that  <rrcmnd 
to  lake  his  seat  as  a member.  When  Mr.  Fellows, 
the  candidate  who  had  received  the  majority  of  votes^ 
came  forward  and  claimed  his  seat,  it  was  insisted 
by  his  friends  in  the  house  that  Mr.  Allen,  the  oppos- 
ing candidate,  could  not  be  permitted  to  vote  on  the 
question;  but  Air.  A.  did  vote  upon  all  (he  inciden- 
tal questions  touching  his  seat;  and  the  house  beiiw 
otherwise  equally  divided,  his  vole  turned  the  scale, 
and  the  speaker  of  the  house  and  the  council  of  ap- 
pointment also  were,  in  fact,  elected  by  the  vote  of 
this  very  Mr.  Allen.  Yet  the  right  of  Fellows  had 
been  so  clear,  and  his  majority  of  votes  so  decided 
that  the  committee  of  elections,  in  twenty-four 
hours,  reported  in  his  favor.  Mr.  Allen,  whose  vote 
had  done  such  important  service,  was  immediately 
ousted,  and  his  competitor  installed  in  his  sent.  Yet 
the  speaker  retained  the  chair  throughout  the  ses- 
sion, and  all  the  appointments  in  the  state  were  re- 
gu  uted  by  the  will  of  that  very  council  which  Peter 
A I ei i s vote  had  appointed.  Of  course  that  council 
nul  not  disturb  Mr.  Attorney  General  in  his  place. 
Now'  during  this  whole  process  nothing  wag  heard 
about  “the  democracy,”  nothing  about  “popular 
rights.  But  Mr.  G.  would  go  further.  This  issue 


the  gentleman  I had  been  sent  to  the  people — to  the  democracy  of 
Ontario,  (and  Mr.  G.  then  belonged  lo  the  demo- 
cracy). The  name  of  Peter  Allen  had  been  placed 
at  the  head  of  their  ticket;  and  they  carried  him  tri- 
umphantly in  by  a decided  majority — this  same  Pe- 
ter Allen  leading  his  ticket.  T'Hils  had  the  demo- 
cracy of  Ontario  declared  that  the  man  who  held  the 
legal  certificate  of  election  was  the  man  entitled  to 
utter  their  voice  on  the  fioorof  representatives.  The 
gentleman  had  told  the  house  a great  deal  about  the 
“popular  voice.”  Let  Mr.  G.  tell  that  gentleman 
that  there  was  a wide  difference  between  respecting 
the  popular  voice  and  attempting  to  excite  the  popu- 
lar clamor.  And  who  had  this  attorney  general 
been?  If  there  was  any  citizen  who  was  absolutely 
free  from  all  shadow  of  ambition  to  serve  himself  at 
the  expense  of  the  constitution  and  the  law,  the 
genlleman  from  New  York  would  readily  admit  that 
it  was  the  present  chief  magistrate  of  this  confede- 
racy. If  the  gentleman  had  any  doubt,  Air.  G.  would 
refer  him  to  the  proceedings  of  members  of  the  last 
congress,  which  had  been  read  by  tile  genlleman 
from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Cooper),  and  which  would  de- 
monstrate beyond  all  doubt  or  question  that  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  purest  democracy  were  not  only  held 
by  that  distinguished  individual,  but  concentrated 
and  embodied  in  his  person. 

Mr.  G.  said  he  had  referred  to  this  case  of  Allen 
merely  because  he  was  desirous  of  presenting  to  his 
colleague  ever  the  way  a precedent  which  he  could 
not  fail  to  respect.  He  really  did  not  know  why  the 
people  of  Ontario  had  been  so  dead  to  their  duty  as 
to  sustain  a man  who  stood  up  for  the  rights  of  his 
own  constituents  by  voting,  as  the  gentleman  would 
have  it,  “in  his  own  case.”  Whether  it  was  that 
they  had  not  had  the  advantage  of  listening  to  the 
very  courteous  and  logical  argument  of  the  honora 
ble  gentleman  from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Weller ),  or  whether 
his  honorable  colleague  was  not,  at  that  time,  so 
deeply  embosomed  in  “the  democracy”  asto  be  one 
of  their  constitutional  advisers,  he  could  not  exactly 
say. 

Mr.  G.  held  that  if  a question  should  come  up 
which  would  directly  touch  their  interests  in  this 
question,  it  must  rest  in  the  consciences  of  those 
gentlemen  claiming  them.  It  was  a question  for 
them  only  to  decide.  If  his  colleague  was  ready  to 
come  up  to  the  work,  let  him  vote  against  laying  the 
resolution  on  the  table;  and  if  he  did  not  like  it,  let 
him  move  a resolution  that  they  who  hold  the  regu 
lar  commissions  should  not  be  allowed  to  vote;  and 
then  iet  him  go  home  and  answer  it  to  his  constitu 
ents,  and  to  ihe  sovereignty  of  the  state  of  New 
York.  Will  he  do  it?  Dare  he  do  it? 

Mr.  Craig,  ol'  Va.  observed  that  in  all  the  ques- 
tions which  came  up  gentlemen  would  perpetually 
meet  the  same  difficulty.  Bring  the  question  to 
what  form  they  might,  still  it  had"  to  be  decided  who 
must  vote  upon  it.  Gentlemen  said  that,  when  the 
merits  of  the  election  caine  up,  they  would  be  pre- 
pared to  meet  the  question.  But  why  could  it  not 
as  well  be  met  now?  Why  could  not  the  actual  state 
of  the  polls  as  well  be  ascertained  before  the  organi- 
zation of  the  house  as  afterward?  The  gentleman 
trom  New’  Jersey  (Air.  Randolph ) seemed  to  think 
that  Air.  C.  had  drawn  his  notions  touching  the 
New  Jersey  election  from  a certain  blue-covered 
pamphlet  with  which  the  gentleman  seemed  to  be 
very  familiar.  Perhaps  it  might  be  so.  However 
it  was,  Mr.  C.  happened  to  think  that  the  contestors 
of  the  New  Jersey  seats  had  a better  right  to  them 
than  the  gentlemen  who  held  the  governor’s  certifi- 
cates, and  that  the  constitution  gave  to  him  and  to 
the  house  the  right  to  decide  that  question  now  as 
well  as  hereafter;  and  Mr.  C.  for  one,  was  prepared 
to  march  up  to  the  work. 

Air.  Wise,  of  Virginia,  said  that  if  his  colleague 
(Air.  Craig)  was  indeed  prepared  to  decide  the 
question  who  had  the  majority  of  votes  in  the  New 
Jersey  election  now,  he  must  be  one  of  the  most 
powerful  and  extraordinary  judges  that  everadorned 
the  bench  in  any  country.  He  would  take  the  li- 
berty of  asking  his  colleague  what  evidence  he  was 
in  possession  of  on  which  to  decide  so  weighty'  a 
question? 

[Mr.  Craig  here  interposed  to  explain.  He  had 
only  meant  to  say  that  he  was  as  ready  to  hear  evi- 
dence in  the  cause  now  as  he  should  be  Hereafter.] 
Mr.  Wise  said  that  he  had  understood  the  gentle- 
man as  averring  that  he  was  now  ready  to  march  up 
to  the  work  and  decide  Ihe  question. 

[Mr.  Craig  again  observed,  that  though  he  had 
said  he  was  ready  to  march  up  to  the  work,  he  had 
meant  the  work,  first  hearing  the  evidence,  and  then 
deciding  on  it.] 

Air.  Wise  inquired  whether  his  colleague  was  in- 
formed of  the  presence  of  any  evidence  touching  the 
merits  of  this  election.  Air.  VV.  had  only  heard  as 
yet  about  the  prima  facie  evidence  on  which  seats 
were  to  be  taken,, and  he  believed  that  nobody  pre- 
tended that  any  evidence  was  in  existence  to  show 


fraud  in  the  credentials  which  had  been  produced. 
He  appealed  to  his  colleague,  and  he  did  it  in  a good 
spirit,  in  the  spirit  of  brotherhood  and  kindness, 
whether  this  was  acting  the  part  of  a judge.  Would 
his  colleague  pretend  that  he  was  in  a condition  to 
pass  on  this  questidn  before  he  had  taken  the  oath 
of  office?  No.  Neither  that  gentlemen  nor  himself 
were  to  be.  intrusted  with  the  decision  of  so  momen- 
tous a question  till  they  had  given  that  pledge  which 
the  constitution  required  at  their  hands.  If,  on  the 
exhibition  of  mere  prima  facie  evidence,  his  col- 
league was  prepared  to  give  judgment  as  to  the  ul- 
timate merits  of  the  cause,  he  could  do  far  more  than 
Mr.  W.  could  pretend  to. 

But  Air.  W.  had  not  risen  at  this  time  for  the  pur- 
pose of  answering  his  colleague.  The  house  had 
now  arrived  at  last  at  that  position  which  Air.  W. 
had  predicted  they  must  come  to.  He  had  told  the 
clerk  some  days  ago  that  he  might  as  well  decide  the 
question  first  as  last,  because,  debate  the  matter  as 
long  as  they  might,  the  decision  of  it  must,  after  all, 
come  back  to  the  chair.  The  clerk  had  anticipated 
the  verification  of  that  prediction,  and  had  escaped 
from  the  approaching  dilemma  by  deciding  that  he 
could  put  no  question  to  the  house,  save  a question 
of  adjournment.  Air.  W ’s  prophecy  had  thus  failed 
of  fulfilment  so  long  as  that  gentleman  presided  over 
the  house:  but  now  it  was  fully  accomplished.  The 
decision  of  the  clerk  had  thrown  the  house  on  the 
law  of  necessity.  Mr.  W.  said  that,  when  he  saw 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Adams ) 
rise,  yesterday,  in  his  place,  hope,  at  the  same  time, 
arose  in  his  breast.  As  he  gazed  upon  his  figure, 
he  seemed  to  imagine  that  he  beheld  the  honors 
which  had  thickened  around  him.  He  contemplat- 
ed him  as  a personification  of  the  past,  and  though 
many  prejudices  had  once  combined  against  the 
person  and  the  fair  fame  of  that  venerable  individual, 
they  were  all  caused  by  and  connected  with  scenes 
and  interests  that*now  were  past.  Yes,  sir,  (said 
Air.  W.)  you  have  passed  the  hour  of  aspiration — 
and  when  I saw  you  rise  in  this  house,  enriched 
with  the  knowledge  and  experience  of  a public  ser- 
vice of  forty  years,  I did  think  that  every  man  on 
this  floor,  as  he  fixed  his  eye  upon  you,  hoary  with 
age  and  the  gathered  knowledge  of  a long  and  event- 
ful life,  could  not  but  ask  himself,  what  would  our 
fathers  have  done?  Would  they  have  sat  here  four 
days  in  vain  and  useless  discussion,  unable  toorga- 
ganize  themselves  for  the  public  service?  No — ne- 
ver. And,  sir,  in  the  spirit  of  your  presence,  the 
house  al  once  seemed  to  revive,  and,  with  a unani- 
mity by  which  gentlemen  have  done  themselves  last- 
ing honor,  they  placed  you,  with  one  accord,  in  that 
chair.  Sir,  I regard  it  as  the  proudest  hour  of  your 
life,  and  if,  when  you  shall  be  gathered  to  your  fa- 
thers, I were  asked  to  select  the  words  which,  in  my 
judgment,  are  best  calculated  to  give  at  once  the 
character  of  the  man,  I would  inscribe  upon  your 
tomb  this  sentence,  “I  will  put  the  vote.”  that 
was  all  that  was  required,  that  was  all  that  was  need  - 
fill  to  break  the  spell  that  bound  us  in  inactivity.  It 
only  needed  that  one  manly  soul  should  arise  and 
assume  that  patriotic  responsibility.  You  assumed 
it,  and  now  my  hope  is  that  you  will  adhere  to  that 
moral  courage  which  prompted  your  action,  and  go 
on  in  the  same  spirit  to  the  upright  and  undeviating 
'ischarge  of  your  duty. 

A genlleman  has  now  made  a motion  to  lay  on  the 
table  the  resolution  I offered.  Some  preliminary 
vote  must  be  taken,  unless  you  shall  determine  that 
both  parties  claiming  seats  shall  stand  aside.  If  the 
yeas  and  nays  are  called  for,  the  requisite  number 
may  direct  that  they  be  taken,  but  without  a preli- 
minary decision  it  cannot  be  done.  In  the  mean- 
while, tellers  have  been  demanded,  and  you  have 
appointed  them.  They  are  bound  to  count  (he  gen- 
tlemen who  pass  between  them,  and  lo  report  the 
result  to  you:  and  then,  if  it  shall  appear  that  more 
individuals  have  passed  between  the  tellers  than  are 
recognised  by  the  constitution  as  being  of  right 
members  of  this  house,  the  question  will  then  arise 
in  an  orderly  manner,  which  of  all  these  are  to  be 
recognised  in  the  count,  and  the  decision  of  that 
question  must  at  last  come  back  to  yourself.  And 
how  are  you  to  decide  it?  Obviously  by  looking 
into  the  testimonials  of  membership  produced  on 
both  sides.  The  abstract  question  you  have  already 
decided,  namely,  that  those  who  exhibit  testimonials 
in  conformity  with  the  constitutional  laws  of  New 
Jersey,  shall  be  recognised  as  members  and  permit- 
ted tovote.  It  will  be  for  you  to  apply- the  piinci- 
pleyou  have  laid  down  to  the  case  of  each  indivi- 
dual claimant.  In  making  this  decision,  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  (Mr.  Vanderpoel)  says  that 
you  have  been  guilty  of  usurpation.  Now,  I am 
very  certain,  from  my  knowledge  of  that  gentle- 
man, that  he  did  not  mean  to  use  that  word  in  any 
sense  offensive  to  the  chair,  and  I ain  sorry  that  it 
appears  so  to  have  been  taken.  I have  known  that 
gentleman  during  the  hottest  periods  of  our  political 
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contests  in  this  house,  and  I repeat  the  assertion, 
that  I am  confident  that  he  meant  nothing  personally 
offensive  to  you.  But  how  stands  the  fact?  Is  a 
decision  given  from  necessity  in  a state  of  things 
where  there  is  no  law  to  apply  to  the  case,  to  be  de- 
nounced as  an  act  of  usurpation?  If  that  gentleman 
will  show  me  how  this  question  can  be  settled  in 
any  other  manner  than  by  a decision  of  the  chair,  I 
shall  be  very  glad,  and  will  return  him  my  hearty 
thanks.  He  has  taken  an  appeal,  but  his  appeal 
will  only  bring  us  to  the  same  result.  He  may  call 
for  tellers,  but  the  house  cannot  decide  who  are  to 
be  counted;  and  either  the  question  must  never  be 
decided,  or  it  must  be  decided  by  the  presiding  offi- 
cer; for  there  is,  in  the  nature  of  the  case,  no  other 
judge.  Besides,  the  act  which  you  perform  is,  after 
all,  but  a ministerial  act,  and  one  which  ought  to 
have  been  performed  by  the  clerk.  He  refused  to 
perform  it,  and  the  house  has  thrown  that  responsi- 
bility upon  you.  It  will  at  last  be  a judicial  act, 
and  surely  that  is  no  usurpation  which  is  done  from 
necessity,  and  which  gives  to  a sovereign  state  of 
this  confederacy  its  representation  upon  this  floor. 
But,  on  the  contrary,  it  would  be  a usurpation  of  the 
most  dangerous  kind,  whether  perpetrated  by  one  or 
by  many,  to  deprive  that  state  of  the  representation 
to  which  she  is  entitled  by  the  constitution.  I might, 
in  an  extreme  case,  tolerate  a dictator  who  would 
secure  the  rights  of  a state,  but  I never  can  tolerate 
a dictator  who  uses  his  absolute  power  only  to  de- 
prive her  of  them.  It  is  most  plain  that  if  the  state 
has  chosen  her  representatives  and  has  duly  certified 
lier  choice  in  all  the  forms  of  law,  she  is  entitled  to 
her  due  number  of  representatives  here:  neither 
less  nor  more.  We  can  have  but  two  hundred  and 
forty-two  members  in  all.  If  you  admit  five  less, 
five  votes  are  lost.  If  you  admit  five  more,  five 
votes  still  are  lost.  I hope  we  shall  receive  the  pre- 
cise number,  neither  less  nor  more.  And  I further 
hope  that,  having  made  a correct  decision,  you  will 
adhere  to  it  with  that  firmness  and  courage  which 
becomes  you  as  having  been  constituted  the  arbiter 
of  order. 

Mr.  Francis  Thomas  observed  that  he  was  very 
reluctant  to  take  any  part  in  this  debate,  for  he  was 
sensible  that  very  little  new  could  he  said  by  any 
body  on  the  subject;  but  yet  he  could  not  sit  tamely 
by  and  see  it  decided  that  the  claimants  to  seats  from 
New  Jersey  should  dispose  of  a question  in  which 
they  are  personally  interested.  Before  he  proceeded 
to  treat  of  this  question  of  order,  he  hoped  he  might 
be  permitted,  as  latitude  had  been  allowed  toothers, 
to  say  a few  words  looking  to  the  merits  of  this 
controversy.  It  has  been  said  from  one  side,  that 
this  house  has  no  evidence  In  its  possession  by 
which  the  truth  Of  the  certificates  of  the  governor 
pf  New  Jersey  to  the  five  members  who  claim  seats 
findefit  ckn  be  controverted.  Now, -said  Mr,  T.  is 
that  !th'e  fact?  It  is  true  that  this'kouse-is  not  advis- 
ed of  matters  justifying  a resistance,  in  ftimine,  to 
the  rights  claimed  under  these  certificates.  Have 
^ve  pot  that  before  us  which  should  make  an  upright 
pnd  impartial  judge  refuse  to  decide  the  question  in 
favor  of  those  who  claim  under  the  governor’s  cer- 
tificate, until  he  has  examined  further?  Is  there  a 
member  here  who  does  not  know  that  there  are  facts 
not  on  the  face  of  the  certificates,  which  are  mate- 
rial to  the  truth  of  this  issue?  Is  it  not  notorious 
that  a majority  of  the  popular  vote  of  New  Jersey 
was  given  to  the  five  gentlemen  who  came  here  as 
representatives  from  that  state,  who  have  npt  the 
certificates  of  the  governor?  Had  not  the  governor 
of  New  Jersey  himself  admitted  this  in  his  sev#r,aj 
messages?  . , ™ D 

[Mr.  Graves  rose  to  a question  pi  order,  ihe 
gentleman  was  debating  the  merits  ot  the  question 
as  to  the  elections  in  New  Jersey,  which  was  not 
before  the  house.] 

Mr.  Thomas  said  that,  if  the  gentleman  would 
permit  him  to  go  on,  he  would  show  that  in  the  na- 
ture of  the  main  question  was  to  be  found  proof  that 
the  gentlemen  are  interested  in  the  decision  ot  the 
question  now  before  us,  and  are,  therefore,  undei 
the  rule,  precluded  from  voting.  I put  it  to  this 
house,  Mr.  X.  said,  if  we  have  not  before  us 
fact?  which  should  make  us  all  pause  if  vye  would 
do  justice.  I would  give  the  seats  to  neither  party 
for  the  present.  But  have  we  not  the  evidence  of 
the  governor  himself  that  the  five  gentlemen  to 
whom  he  gave  his  certificates  did  not,  and  that  the 
other  five  gentlemen  did,  receive  a majority  of  the 
popular  vote?  Did  not  the  governor,  in  the  labored 
argument  he  made  on  the  occasion,  express  his  re- 
gret that  the  technicalities  of  the  New  Jersey  laws 
prohibited  him  from  doing  justice  to  the  gentlemen 
who  had  a majority  of  the  popular  vote,  and  console 
himself  with  the  belief  that  the  congress  of  the  U. 
States,  who  would  be  bound  by  no  such  restrictions, 
would’  on  hearing  the  evidence,  award  to  them  their 
seats?  Besides  the  evidence  of  the  governor  of 
New  Jersey  himself,  what  other  testimony  is  before 


us  entitled  to  consideration?  We  have  the  certifi- 
cate of  the  secretary  of  state  of  New  Jersey,  verifi- 
ed by  the  broad  seal  of  the  state,  that  he  has  in  his 
office  a file  of  the  original  poll  books  of  the  elec- 
tions, by  which  it  appears  that  these  same  gentle- 
men, whom  this  house  is  called  on  to  exclude,  re- 
ceived a majority  of  the  popular  vote. 

Mr.  T.  said  he  knew  that  it  had  been  averred 
that  illegal  votes  were  given  in  the  two  election  dis- 
tricts the  returns  of  which  were  suppressed,  which, 
if  deducted  from  the  whole  number  of  votes  given, 
would  leave  a majority  of  votes  in  favor  of  those  to 
whom  the  governor  awarded  the  certificates.  But, 
said  Mr.  T.  the  governor  himself,  in  the  statement 
he  has  given,  never  said  one  word  about  illegal 
votes,  and  that  is  not  now  the  question  before  the 
house.  We  are  not  now  about  to  decide  upon  the 
elections;  we  are  about  to  decide  on  the  returns. — 
Before  the  final  question  as  to  illegal  voting  is  de- 
termined, we  must  elect  our  officers,  that  we  may 
conveniently  collect  testimony. 

How  do  I (asked  Mr.  Thomas)  connect  these  re- 
marks with  the  question  of  order?  The  gentleman 
from  Virginia  (Mr.  Wise ) has  offered  a resolution 
that  five  of  the  claimants  from  New  Jersey  shall  be 
treated  as  members.  This  resolution  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Rhelt)  moved  to  be 
laid  on  the  table.  The  motion  for  laying  the  reso- 
lution on  the  table  is,  in  effect,  as  much  a motion 
to  reject  it  as  it  would  be  if  we  had  the  proposition 
itself  directly  before  the  house  on  its  adoption.  All 
these  rights  arising  from  an  occupancy  of  seats  on 
this  floor,  are,  therefore,  involved  in  this  question. 
What  are  those  rights?  A member  of  congress  has 
certain  personal  privileges,  and  when  he  has  taken 
his  seat  be  has  those  personal  rights  to  protect,  as 
well  as  his  political  rights,  which  he  shares  with  his 
constituents.  He  need  not  dwell  to  enumerate  those 
personal  rights.  They  would  occur  readily  to  every 
intelligent  person.  They  were  privilege  from  ar- 
rest for  debts,  title,  pay  and  others  of  like  charac- 
ter, all  of  which  were  valuable  and  protected  by 
law.  And  yet  gentlemen  not  only  contend  that 
these  rights  and  privileges  shall  be  secured  to  the 
parties  by  their  own  votes  in  the  first  instance,  but 
they  tell  us  that,  when  once  sworn  in,  these  Jersey 
candidates  are  to  assume  such  a position  as  to  main- 
tain their  seats  by  their  own  votes,  throughout  the 
session.  No  one  gentleman  is  to  vote  in  his  own 
case.  But  four  of  the  New  Jersey  members  might 
vote  upon  the  case  of  one  of  them  as  it  arises,  and 
thus  they  are  to  elect  a speaker  and  other  officers 
and  afterwards  reject  or  pass  all  the  measures  we 
are  to  have  before  us.  A more  monstrous  doctrine 
he  never  before  heard  advanced.  Mr.  T.here  al- 
luded to  the  declarations  made  by  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Thompson),  and  said  it 
gave  him  pleasure  to  hear  that  gentleman  declare 
that  delicacy  as  well  as  the  feelings  of  a man  of 
honor  would  prevent  him  from  voting  under  these 
circumstances,  although  he  believed  that  the  rule 
strictly  construed,  did  not  forbid  it. 

Mr.  T.  asked  if  any  member  could  take  the 
speaker’s  chair  with  that  generous  exultation  which 
ought  to  be  felt  by  any  one  called  to  preside  over 
such  a body,  if  elected  to  it  by  such  means.  I must 
protest  (Mr.  T.  said)  that  the  chairman  (for  whom 
I must  always  manifest  personal  respect)  has 
usurped  power  in  this  instance  that  does  not  belong 
to  his  office.  He  has  undertaken  to  draw  this  ques- 
tion within  the  vortex  of  order,  and  to  decide  that 
which  the  house  itself  only  can  decide;  he  has  un- 
dertaken to  throw  the  weight  of  his  character  in  the 
scale  against  us,  and  to  determine  who  shall  be  al- 
lowed to  vote  as  members  of  this_house.  In  conclu- 
sion Mr.  T.  invited  the  members  to  read  the  rule 
and  have  the  facts  in  view.  The  facts  are,  that  five 
gentlemen  from  New  Jersey  claim  seats  on  this 
floor,  under  the  same  evidence,  and  the  chair  de- 
cides that  they  can  not  only  vote  for  each  other, 
but  that  each  can  vote  for  himself.  The  rule  is, 
that  “no  member  shall  vote  on  any  question  in  the 
event  of  which  he  is  immediately  and  particularly 
interested.”  Now,  if  these  gentlemen  have  not  an 
immediate,  a particular  and  personal  interest  in  ob- 
taining seats  on  this  floor,  then  he  could  not  con- 
ceive of  a case  to  which  the  (ule  would  apply.  He 
was  in  favor  of  requiring  all  the  claimants  from 
New  Jersey  to  stand  aside,  as  in  such  cases  has 
always  been  done  in  the  house  of  commons  in  Eng- 
land till  the  questions  are  decided  in  which  they  are 
particularly  concerned. 

Mr.  Hoffman  said  he  had  not  risen  to  make  a 
speech;  but  simply  [or  the  purpose  of  recalling  the 
attention  of  the  house  to  [he  question  presented, 
and,  which,  if  he  understood  it,  was  in  the  follow- 
ing shape: 

A gentleman  was  asked  by  one  of  the  tellers  ap- 
pointed by  the  chairman  to  take  the  vote,  who  were 
authorised  to  be  counted?  The  chairman  decided 
that  the  members  holding  the  legal  certificates  were 


entitled  to  vote;  and,  from  this  decision,  an  appeal 
was  taken.  The  question,  was  not,  therefore, 
whether  these  gentlemen  would  or  would  not  exer- 
cise that  right.  The  only  question  was,  is  the  de- 
cision of  the  chair  correct?  Had  the  chairman  a 
right  to  decide  who  were  entitled  to  vote?  How, 
then,  was  this  question  presented?  Upon  the  one 
side  (continued  Mr.  H.)  you  are  to  determine  that 
the  sovereign  state  of  New  Jersey  shall  be  disfran- 
chised, and  no  one  shall  vote;  or,  on  the  other,  if 
she  was;  entitled  to  a vote  of  six  representatives, 
who  shall  give  that  vote — those  holding  the  certifi- 
cates drawn  up  with  all  the  regular  forms  accord- 
ing to  the  law  of  that  state  and  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States,  or  those  who  presented  a certifi- 
cate signed  by  an  officer  without  power  and  authori- 
ty to  give  it,  and  which,  as  yet,  is  unbacked  by 
testimony?  That  was  the  question  presented  to  you. 
Could  you  orany  other  man  have  decided  between 
these  two  questions  otherwise  than  as  you  did  de- 
cide? And  the  question  now  is,  was  that  decision 
correct. 

The  gentleman  fiom  Virginia  has  said  that  this 
question  should  be  postponed  until  we  had  heard 
the  testimony — that  itis  enough  that  the  seat  is  con- 
tested to  deprive  the  state  of  New  Jersey  of  her 
representatives.  I answer,  that  if  the  mere  fact  of 
a seat  being  contested  is  to  deprive  New  Jersey  of 
five  of  her  representatives,  then  that  contest  has, 
before  it  is  decided,  all  the  power  and  omnipotence 
of  a judgment,  and  you  do  as  much  wrong  to  the 
representatives  of  a free  state,  or  to  the  free  state 
itself,  by  depriving  them  of  their  seat  for  one  in- 
stant, as  if  you  deprive  them  of  it  for  a whole 
year.  Yet,  says  the  gentleman,  wait  till  we  have 
the  testimony,  and  then  we  can  judge;  and  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  F.  Thomas)  in  the 
very  next  breath,  says  you  cannot  determine  that 
question  until  affidavits  have  been  taken,  and  the 
poll-books  and  the  witnesses  examined.  Before 
whom?  Before  this  house?  Are  we  in  a situation 
to  read,  digest  and  properly  to  note  the  discordant 
testimony  which  may  be  given?  Are  we  in  a situa- 
tion to  examine  witnesses  at  this  bar?  If  that  is 
true,  then  forever  banish  your  committee  of  elec- 
tions, for  such  a committee  must  for  all  future  time 
be  unnecessary.  The  house,  at  the  commence, 
ment  of  every  session,  must  sit  here  month  after 
month,  or  at  least  until  every  disputed  question  of 
election  can  be  settled,  before  it  can  be  organized.  - 
It  is  fair  and  honest,  says  the  gentleman  from  Ma- 
ryland, that  this  should  be  done.  I feel  myself 
unable  to  compete  with  that  gentleman  in  force  of 
argument  or  power  of  language,  but  he  will  per- 
mit me  to  reply  in  language  so  much  stronger  and 
better  than  any  I could  use,  that  it  must  carry  con- 
viction to  my  mind,  at  least,  and  probably  to  the 
minds  of  all  the  members  of  this  house.  I read, 
therefore,  as  part  of  my  remarks,  the  following 
words,  inserting  only  the  words,  “New  Jersey”  in- 
stead of  “Mississippi.” 

“One  of  the  members  elect  from  Mississippi  has 
already  told  you  he  will  repair  to  the  table  to  be 
sworn.  And  in  this  he  is  right.  Who  shall  in- 
fringe the  principles  for  which  he  contends?  He  is 
one  of  the  chosen  representatives  of  the  people  of 
Mississippi.  He  has  with  him  a certificate  of  elec- 
tion signed  by  the  governor  of  that  state.  He  ap- 
pears here,  with  his  colleague,  with  ihe  same  power  to 
take  his  seat  that  we  each  have.  And  they  have  as 
much  authority  to  question  our  right  to  be  sworn  as 
roe  have  to  dispute  theirs.” 

Is  not  this, conclusive?  (continued  Mr.  H.)  If 
the  language  itself  is  not  so,  T will  give  the  name 
of  the  gentleman  who  uttered  it.  It  is  the  lan- 
guage of  the  honorable  member  from  Maryland, 
(Mr.  F.  Thomas),  who  has  just  addressed  the 
house.  He  it  was  who  thus  put  his  foot  down,  and 
stood  upon  the  certificate  issued  by  the  governor, 
and  fearlessly  - and  triumphantly  demanded  who 
dared  infringe  that  right.  I take  the  extract  of  the 
report  of  a speech  made  by  that  gentleman  in  the 
case  of  Claiborne  and  Gliolson,  as  published  in  the 
Globe,  and  I take  it  therefore  to  be  correct. 

Mr.  Thomas  asked  leave  to  explain.  And  Mr. 
Hoffman  having  yielded  the  floor  for  that  purpose — 

Mr.  T.  said  that  the  genlleman  from  New  York 
(Mr.  Hoffman)  certainly  did  injustice  to  himself  in 
adopting  bis  speech  as  an  argument.  He  was  sure 
Mr.  H. could  make  amuch  abler  argument  than  any 
he  could  find  in  his  (Mr.  T’s)  speeches. 

The  character  of  the  remarks  referred  to  was 
that  of  enumeration;  he  was  enumerating  the 
causes  why  those  gentlemen  were  entitled  to  their 
seats,  and  the  most  paramount  of  them  alt  was, 
that  they  were  the  chosen  representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Mississippi.  They  came  here  with  commis- 
sions from  the  governor  of  that,  state,  and  then 
there  were  no  claimants.  Such"  was  not  the  fact 
here.  The  remarks  which  had  been  read  had  been 
delivered  at  the  special  session. 
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[Some  conversation  followed  not  heard  by  the  re- 
porter.] 

Mr.  Hoffman  continued.  I have  alluded  to  this 
speech  in  no  spirit  of  nnkindness.  I diet  so  because 
I was  well  aware  that  any  language  which  that 
gentleman  used  would  have  weight  with  one  por- 
tion of  the  house,  at  least,  for  its  orthodoxy,  and 
that  it  would  have  weight  with  another  portion  of 
the  house  for  the  apparent  candor  and  sincerity 
which  mark  all  he  says.  But  even  with  the  expla- 
nation which  he  has  given,  I understand  that  the 
one  reason  he  assigned  was,  (and  here,  he  says, 
lies  the  difference  between  that  case  and  the  pre- 
sent), that  these  men  for  whom  he  contended  were 
the  chosen  representives  of  the  people.  That  was 
the  foundation  of  his  speech.  But  what  evidence 
had  he  that  they  were  so?  Did  it  not  come  back  to 
the  very  evidence  ottered  by  him  that  the  gentle- 
men claiming  to  be  sworn  “had  the  certificate  of 
election  signed  by  the  governor  of  the  state?” 
They  were  chosen  representatives — they  had  the 
certificate,  which  was  evidence  that  they  were 
chosen;  and,  having  proved  by  that  certificate  that 
they  were  so,  he  asks,  “who  are  you  who  dare  dis- 
pute this  right?  How  dare  you  question  my  certi- 
ficate, given  under  authority  as  great  and  solemn 
as  your  own?”  Does  the  gentleman  remember  that 
the  very  foundation  of  his  argument  proved  to  have 
been  laid  in  the  sand?  for  that  very  house  deter- 
mined that  they  were  not  the  chosen  representa- 
tives of  the  people,  and  sent  them  home  to  pass 
again  through  all  the  forms  of  election. 

[It  was  here  suggested  to  Mr.  Hoffman  that  this 
took  place  at  the  second  election  for  members  for 
Mississippi.] 

Mr.  Thomas  said  there  were  two  elections  held — 
one  preceding  the  extra  session,  and  one  succeed- 
ing it.  At  the  extra  session  the  seats  were  given 
to  these  two  gentlemen. 

Mr.  Hoffman  said,  probably  the  gentleman  was 
right. 

Several  expressions  fell  from  members  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  hall,  which  the  reporter  could  not 
hear  distinctly . 

When  Mr.  H.  proceeded. 

The  argument  is  strong  enough  without  stating 
any  thing  that  is  incorrect.  My  recollection  is, 
that  Messrs.  Claiborne  and  Gholson  presented  them- 
selves at  the  bar  by  virtue  of  a special  election — 
that,  after  that,  a new  election  was  held,  and  that, 
at  the  second  election,  treating  the  first  one  as  void, 
Messrs.  Prentiss  and  Word  were  elected.  When 
the  latter  gentlemen  presented  themselves  here  to 
claim  their  seats,  Messrs.  Claiborne  and  Gholson 
contended  that  their  election  for  the  extra  term  was 
good  for  the  whole  term.  The  question  came  be- 
fore the  house.  The  house  determined  that  Messrs. 
Claiborne  and  Gholson  were  not  elected,  and  finally 
sent  them  home  for  re-election.  I believe  that  to 
be  the  fact.  The  house  determined  that  they  were 
not  the  chosen  representatives  of  the  people,  and 
sent  them  home.  But,  be  that  as  it  may,  does  not 
the  whole  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land (Mr.  F.  Thomas)  go  upon  the  ground  that  the 
certificate  of  the  governor  showed  that  they  were 
the  chosen  representatives  of  the  people  of  Missis- 
sippi, and  that  they  had  a right  to  ask  the  boldest 
of  their  opponents,  what  right  have  you,  holding 
a certificate  no  greater  than  mine,  to  dispute  my 
seat?  Are  yort  a member?  So  am  I.  Have  you  a 
certificate?  So  have  I.  Is  yours  a sovereign  and 
an  independent  state?  So  is  mine.  Hasyourstate 
spoken  through  the  channels  which  she  herself  has 
pointed  out?  So  has  mine.  And  what  right  have 
you  to  send  me  home,  who  come  here  under  the 
authority  of  a state  of  equal  sovereignty — a state  as 
independent,  as  proud,  and  as  gallant  as  your  own? 
This,  sir,  is  the  argument  of  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland;  and  whatever  may  have  been  the  sub- 
sequent termination  of  the  matter,  it  cannot  take 
away  one  iota  from  the  power  and  the  conclusive- 
ness with  which  it  was  then  urged.  But  does  not 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  see  that  this  question 
is  to  be  never-ending:  that  witnesses  are  to  be  ex- 
amined: that  months  and  months  may  be  consumed, 
if  we  depart  from  establishing  precedents  for  a mo- 
ment, and  refuse  to  stand  by  the  certificate?  That 
must  be  our  rule  of  conduct,  and  by  that  alone  we 
must  abide. 

This  case  1 liken  to  the  case  of  the  judgment  of 
a state  court,  as  conclusive  and  binding  until  that 
judgment  be  reversed  or  repealed  by  a court  hav- 
ing appellate  jurisdiction.  Every  act  under  that 
judgment,  until  it  is  reversed,  is  binding.  Execu- 
tion issued  to  a sheriff  must  be  served — and  exe- 
cuted at  his  peril.  Is  there  an  appellate  court 
here?  There  is.  That,  appellate  court  is  the  con- 
gress of  the  United  States;  and,  when  we  are  or- 
gan ized — when  the  chief  justice  has  taken  his  seat 
— when  the  case  is  called  and  the  testimony  and 


arguments  shall  have  been  heard,  the  judgment  of 
the  state  court  may  be  affirmed  or  reversed.  But 
until  then  it  is  binding  and  conclusive. 

[Mr.  Hoffman , in  answer  to  the  remarks  of  Mr. 
Vanderpoel,  and  Mr.  VanderpoeVs  rejoinder,  al- 
though in  type,  for  want  of  room,  are  unavoidably 
postponed  till  our  next  ] 

Mr.  Biddle,  Mr.  White,  of  Va.  and  Mr.  Duncan, 
continued  the  debate  until  the  house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  Dec.  7.  In  the  course  of  the  morning 
Mr.  JIdams  addressed  the  house  in  explanation 
of  the  reasons  of  his  decision  of  yesterday,  and 
afterwards  on  the  general  subject  of  the  existing 
embarrassment  in  the  business  of  the  house.  We 
regret  that,  owing  to  the  position  of  the  reporters’ 
seats,  it  is  peculiarly  difficult  to  hear  wit li  dis- 
tinctness what  is  said  from  the  chair,  owing  to 
which,  as  well  as  to  the  occasionally  low  tone  of 
voice,  in  which  Mr.  A.  spoke,  it  was  scarcely  pos- 
sible to  catch  all  he  said.  We  present  the  follow- 
ing as  exhibiting  at  least  the  substance  of  his  ad- 
dress, so  far  as  it  could  be  heard: 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Dromgoole), 
when  he  had  been  appointed  to  act  as  one  of  the 
tellers,  inquired  of  the  chair  whom  of  the  members 
from  New  Jersey  he  should  count?  and  added  that 
he  should  count  all  the  gentlemen  from  New  Jer- 
sey who  might  present  themselves  to  pass  between 
the  tellers,  unless  otherwise  directed  by  the  chair, 
or,  perhaps  he  said,  by  the  house.  And  it  was  on- 
ly because  the  gentleman  expressed  a determination 
to  count  as  members  those  who,  in  the  judgment  of 
the  chair,  were  not  entitled  to  be  so  counted,  that 
that  decision  of  the  chair  was  given  from  which  an 
appeal  has  been  taken.  The  chair  felt  compelled 
to  say  that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  could  not 
do  as  he  intended,  it  he  acted  constitutionally,  be- 
cause, according  to  the  constitution,  the  state  of 
New  Jersey  is  entitled  to  but  six  members  in 
all,  whereas,  besides  the  member  from  that  state 
already  called,  ten  gentlemen  claimed  to  be  re- 
cognised as  her  representatives  here.  This  de- 
claration of  his  was  the  sole  cause  why  the  chair 
made  any  decision  in  the  matter.  The  chair- 
man had  no  thought  of  usurping  any  power  what- 
ever; for  he  was  aware,  at  the  time,  of  what  has 
since  followed,  viz:  that  an  appeal  would  be  taken 
from  his  decision.  It  was  mere!}'  the  expression  of 
his  opinion,  which  it  was  for  the  meeting  to  con- 
firm or  to  reverse,  at  their  pleasure.  As  to  the  char- 
ges of  usurpation,  of  “monstrous  usurpation,” 
which  have  been  so  loudly  sounded  within  this  hall, 
so  far  as  they  are  personal  to  the  chairman,  he  will 
only  reply  that,  if  the  gentlemen  who  have  made 
them  have  thought  by  them  to  intimidate  him  in  the 
discharge  of  his  duty  as  he  understands  it,  they 
are  mistaken.  And  now  as  to  the,  exceptions  taken 
to  that  decision  itself:  the  chair  believes  that  there 
exists  much  more  of  heat  than  of  diversity  of  opi- 
nion on  the  principal  matter  at  issue  in  this  meet- 
ing. The  decision  can  have  no  effect  upon  the 
main  question  between  the  parties,  which  of  the 
two  sets  of  claimants  from  New  Jersey  shall  vote 
in  the  election  of  a speaker.  The  chairman  under- 
stands himself  to  have  been  placed  here  for  the  sole 
purpose  of  organizing  the  house.  The  momentthat 
object  shall  have  been  effected,  his  power  will  cease. 
As  soon  as  the  roll  shall  have  been  called  through, 
and  the  house  constituted,  the  chairman  will  call 
upon  them  to  elect  a speaker,  a3  required  by  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  by  the  51st 
rule  of  the  house  that  election  must  be  made  by  the 
nominal  calls,  answered  viva  voce:  and  then,  if  it 
shall  appear  that  any  gentleman  have  votedto  whom 
there  is  objection,  the  house  of  representatives  can 
decide  on  that  question.  As  to  the  pretensions  ofthe 
gentleman  producing  regular  commissions  accord- 
ing to  the  laws  of  New  Jersey,  the  chair  would 
again  slate  his  conviction  that  there  is  here  upon 
this  subject  far  more  of  heat  than  diversity  of  opi- 
nion. The  chair  would,  above  all  things,  if  in  his 
power,  allay  that  heat,  and  endeavor  to  bring  the 
members  to  a cool  decision.  As  to  the  question 
which  party  of  claimants  shall  be  permitted  to  vote 
as  representatives  from  New  Jersey;  it  would  be 
time  enough  to  settle  that  question  w’hen  it  arises. 
Upon  the  question  taken  this  morning,  one  of  the 
tellers  asked  the  same  question  as  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  had  asked  yesterday:  whom  of  the 
claimants  ofthe  seats  from  New  Jersey  he  should 
count?  but  he  did  riot,  like  that  gentlpman,  add  that, 
unless  otherwise  instructed,  he  would  count  every 
person  who  should  present  himself.  The  gentleman 
this  day,  therefore,  was  told  that,  if  in  the  count 
any  person  whose  seat  was  contested  should  pre- 
sent himself,  the  tellers  should  report  that  fact  to 
the  meeting,  which  would  then  decide  whether  he 
should  be  counted  or  not.  No  such  person  did  ap- 
pear. The  question  was  not  practically  made,  nor 
was  there  any  objection  on  either  side  to  the  count- 
ing of  any  person  who  passed  between  the  tellers.  I 


Who,  then,  can  telf  that  this  question  will  arise 
when  we  arrive  at  the  election  of  a speaker?  If  it 
does,  the  house,  when  organized,  will  be  able  to 
decide  it.  The  moment  the  house  shall  be  organiz- 
ed, the  functions  of  the  chairman  will  be  at  an 
end.  Then  there  may  no  doubt  be  a full  and  am- 
ple debate  on  the  whole  question.  But  upon  this 
the  chairman  can  prejudge  nothing — can  decide  no- 
thing. He  is  here  only  to  complete  the  formation 
ofthe  roll  of  the  house.  Being  on  that  roll  gives  a 
member  no  ultimate  right  to  vote.  The  question 
for  decision  will  be  just  as  clear  and  open  alter  the 
house  is  organized  as  it  is  now.  Where,  then,  is 
the  usurpation  on  the  part  of  the  chair?  The  chair- 
man has  said  that  his  sole  aim  is  to  allay  the  heat 
which  seems  to  prevail;  and  he  earnestly  prays  eve- 
ry gentlemen  present  to  reflect  very  cooly  upon  the 
questions  presented. 

It  is  highly  expedient  to  avoid  the  recurrence  of 
all  these  questions  in  future,  even  when  the  mem- 
bers shall  be  called  to  nominate  a speaker.  Now, 
there  was  a case  which  occurred  at  the  last  presi- 
dential election  which  has  an  important  bearing  on 
the  case  before  us  now.  No  doubt  it  is  in  the  re- 
collection of  all  the  gentlemen  here.  A question 
arose  in  the  senate  whether,  in  canvassing  the  votes 
for  president  and  vice  piesidenf,  the  votes  of  the 
state  of  Michigan  should  or  should  not  be  counted; 
for  that  state  had  not  then  actually  been  admitted 
into  the  union,  although  she  had  constituted  herself 
into  a state,  had  chosen  electors,  who  had  voted  for 
president  and  vice  president,  and  had  sent  forward 
the  returns.  When  these  returns  were  received,  the 
question  arose  whether  those  votes  should  or  should 
not  be  counted;  and,  after  debate,  the  senate  came 
to  the  following  joint  resolution  in  regard  to  them: 

“ Resolved . That,  in  relation  to  the  votes  of  Michigan, 
if  the  counting  or  omitting  to  count  them  shall  not  es- 
sentially change  the  result  of  the  election,  they  shall  he 
reported  by  the  president  of  the  senate  in  the  following 
manner:  Were  the  votes  of  Michigan  to  be  counted, 
the  result  would  be,  for  A B for  president  of  the  Unit- 
ed States, — votes;  if  not  counted  for  A B for  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  — votes;  but  in  either  event 
A B is  elected  president  of  the  United  States:  and  in 
the  same  manner  for  vice  president.’’ 

This  resolution  was  concurred  in  by  the  house  of 
representatives,  and  the  return  was  accordingly  made 
in  this  form: 

“The  president  of  the  senate  then,  in  pursuance  of 
the  resolution  adopted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  re- 
presentatives, announced  the  state  of  the  votes  to  the 
two  houses  of  congress  in  joint  meeting  assembled, 
and  declared  the  same  as  follows: 

“It  therefore  appears  that,  ‘were  the  votes  of  Michi- 
gan to  be  counted,  the  result  would  be,  for  Martin  Van 
Buren,  of  New  York,  for  president  of  tiie  United  States, 
170  votes;  if  not  counted,  for  Martin  Van  Buren,  of  N. 
York,  for  president  of  the  United  States,  167;  but,  in 
either  event,  Martin  Van  Buren,  of  New  York,  is  elect- 
ed president  of  the  United  States.’  And  I do  therefore 
declare  that  Martin  Van  Buren,  of  New  York,  having 
a majority  of  the  whole  number  of  the  electoral  votes, 
is  duly  elected  president  of  the  United  States  for  four 
years,  commencing  with  the  fourth  day  of  March,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-seven.” 

And  so  it  was  done  upon  the  electoral  vote  for 
vice  president,  although  in  regard  to  him  the  result 
was,  that,  whether  with  or  without  the  vote  of  Mi- 
chigan, there  was  no  choice,  and  the  election  was 
completed  by  the  senate. 

Now  it  seems  to  me  that  this  proceeding  furnish- 
es a principle  on  which  the  whole  difficulty  under 
which  we  have  been  laboring  may  easily  be  solved. 
Let  the  members  from  New'  Jersey,  possessed  of 
the  regular  credentials  from  the  governor  of  the 
state,  be  called  over  in  thp  roll  at  the  election  of  a 
speaker.  1 f they  answer,  let  the  report  to  the  house 
state  what  would  be  the  resulljshould  their  votes  be 
counted,  and  what  if  they  are  not  counted.  If  the 
result  in  either  case  is  the  same,  the  case  will  be 
like  that  of  the  vote  of  Michigan.  The  question 
will  be  disposed  of  without  violation  of  any  right. 
If  the  members  when  called  do  not  vote,  the  ques- 
tion will  also  be  disposed  of,  and  the  right  of  no  one 
violated.  If  they  vote,  and  their  votes  should  turn 
the  scale  of  the  election,  let  the  question,  whether 
their  votes  shall  or  shall  not  be  counted,  be  finally 
decided  by  the  house.  The  right  of  the  members 
who  have  brought  with  them  the  regularcredential 
from  the  governor  is  at  this  time  the  right  of  the 
people  of  New  Jersey:  if  they  are  arbitrarily  denied 
the  right  of  voting,  the  people  ol  the  state  must  be 
deprived  of  their  representation  on  this  floor.  This 
is  what  I wish,  above  all  things,  to  avoid — the  sup- 
pression of  the  representation  of  New'  Jersey  in  this 
house.  Now,  as  to  the  question  whether  that  peo- 
ple shall  be  represented  by  the  one  set  of  claimants 
or  by  the  other  set,  I believe,  as  I said,  there  is  not 
much  diversity  of  opinion.  With  regard  to  my  own, 
the  resolution  1 proposed  at  the  last  session  of  con- 
gress is  my  voucher,  It  was  my  opinion  then,  as  it 
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is  iny  opinion  now,  that  a permanent  speaker  ought 
not  to  be  elected  until  the  question  shall  have  been 
settled.  I offered  it  in  order  to  avoid  just  what  has 
happened  now.  I foresaw  that  so  nearly  equal 
would  be  the  division  of  parties  in  this  house,  that 
this  question  would  arise,  and  that  it  would  be  pro- 
ductive of  heat  and  of  great  delay.  It  was  my  opi- 
nion; I expressed  it  then,  but  the  house  did  not  see 
fit  to  consider  my  resolution;  the  case  was  not  pro- 
vided for,  and  we  must  act  upon  the  law  as  it  now 
stands;  but  the  house,  when  it  is  regularly  consti- 
tuted, may  provide  for  it  by  appointing  a committee 
to  examine  into  the  facts  and  to  report  upon  them, 
and  decide  upon  the  report  even  before  the  appoint- 
ment, if  they  think  proper,  of  a permanent  speaker. 
As  to  the  immediate  difficulty,  I have  already  re- 
marked, that  when  the  vote  of  the  meeting  was  ta- 
ken by  tellers  this  morning.no  question  did  appear, 
in  fact;  there  is  no  practical  question  before  the 
meeting,  and  it  is  in  my  judgment  premature  to 
look  forward  in  search  of  one. 

With  regard  to  the  right  of  members  voting  upon 
the  question  of  their  own  admission,  there  is  one 
precedent,  although  it  did  not  occur  under  the  pre- 
sent constitution.  If  gentlemen  will  consult  the 
4th  volume  of  the  journal  of  the  old  congress,  a case 
there  occurred  respecting  the  right  to  sit  of  certain 
members  from  the  state  of  Rhode  Island.  The  term 
for  which  they  were  elected  had  expired,  and  the 
question  was,  whether  they  should  be  permitted, 
under  the  circumstances,  to  vote  upon  the  questions 
before  congress.  If  any  gentleman  wishes  to  look 
into  the  case,  he  will  find  as  many  as  six  different 
forms  of  the  question  whether  those  Rhode  Island 
members  should  be  permitted  to  vote;  and  every 
time  the  question  was  put  they  did  vote,  until  the 
question  was  finally  given  up. 

The  chair  having  now  distinctly  stated  the 
grounds  on  which  the  decision  of  yesterday  was 
made,  will  only  add,  in  conclusion,  the  repetition  of 
his  earnest  hope  that  gentlemen  will  preserve  the 
utmost  coolness  in  thinking  and  speaking  on  this 
exciting  subject,  and  will  endeavor  to  make  up  a 
clear  and  deliberate  judgment  upon  the  questions 
which  shall  arise  in  this  debate. 

Mr.  Graves,  after  further  urging  his  amendment 
with  much  earnestness,  at  the  solicitation  of  some  of 
his  friends,  consented  to  withdraw  it. 

The  residue  of  the  day  appears  to  have  been  spent 
in  discussing  and  deciding  various  motions  for 
amending  the  journal  of  proceedings — in  disputing 
for  precedence  to  the  floor — whether  the  gentlemen 
claiming  seats  from  New  Jersey  were  entitled  to  ad- 
dress the  house — and  finally,  whether  certain  docu- 
ments in  relation  to  ihe  New  Jersey  elections,  which 
Mr.  Duncan,  who  had  the  floor,  called  for  the  read- 
ing of,  consisting  of  the  certificate  of  the  secretary 
of  state  of  New  Jersey,  list  of  the  polls  at  Millville 
and  South  Amboy,  &.c.  &c.  should  be  read?  During 
this  discussion  various  points  of  order  arose,  and 
during  the  debate  on  one  ol  them,  the  house,  on  mo- 
tion, adjourned. 

Monday,  Dec.  9.  The  discussion  and  settlement 
of  those  points  of  order,  and  the  reading  of  the  do- 
cuments above  referred  to,  occupied  most  of  the 
day.  Mr.  Duncan,  without  concluding  his  speech, 
moved  to  adjourn,  which  was  carried. 

Tuesday,  Dec.  10.  Mr.  Duncan  not  appearing  at 
the  hour  of  meeting,  the  previous  question  was  cal- 
led and  sustained,  ayes  110,  nays  72;  and  the  ques- 
tion whether  the  main  question  should  now  be  put, 
was  determined,  ayes  110,  noes  48.  At  this  stage 
Mr.  Duncan  appeared  in  the  house  and  asked  leave 
to  conclude  his  speech,  but  as  no  motion  was  debat- 
able during  a division,  his  request  was  out  of  order. 

The  question  being  stated:  “whether  the  decision 
of  the  chair  (of  Saturday)  should  stand  as  the  judg- 
ment of  the  house?”  was  decided  in  the  negative, 
ayes  108,  nays  114. 

As  this  decided  that  the  members  from  New  Jer- 
sey who  had  the  governor’s  certificates  should  not 
vote  upon  the  pending  question,  it  created  great 
confusion  in  the  house.  So  soon  as  something  like 
order  was  restored — 

Mr.  Wise  rose  and  observed  that  as  it  was  now  de- 
cided that  the  gentlemen  from  N.  Jersey  who  held  the 
governor’s  certificate  sh  >uld  not  vote,  he  moved  that 
the  other  claimants  from  that  state,  who  had  the  cer- 
tificate of  the  secretary  of  state,  be  allowed  to  vote. 

Mr.  Rhelt  moved  to  lay  this  motion  on  the  table. 
. Mr.  Wise  enquired  if  his  mo'tion  was  in  order? 

Mr.  Mams  (the  chairman)  decided  that  it  was; 
and  observed  “that  the  state  of  New  Jersey  cannot  be 
deprived  of  her  representation  in  this  house,  and  shall 
not  be  so  as  long  as  I have  a seat  as  chairman  of  the 
meeting.”  The  question  to  be  decided  was  which 
set  of  members  W'as  allowed  to  vote — the  members 
must  now  decide  that. 

A scene  of  confusion  followed,  which  it  would  be 
difficult  to  record  even  if  we  had  room,  which  we 
have  not. 


At  half  past  two  o’clock,  the  previous  question 
upon  Mr.  Rheti’s  motion,  that  Mr.  PFise’s  (original- 
ly Mr.  Graves'1)  resolution,  offered  several  days 
since,  directing  that  the  New  Jersey  members  hav- 
ing the  governor’s  certificate,  should  be  allowed  their 
seats,  be  laid  upon  the  table,  was  sustained,  and  on 
taking  the  main  question,  there  appeared  for  laying 
it  on  Ihe  table  115,  against  it  114,  but  the  chairman 
voting  in  the  negative,  made  an  equal  division  and 
the  motion  was  therefore  lost. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maine,  asked  if  Mr.  Naylor  had 
voted. 

Mr.  Naylor  said  that  he  had.  “I  demand”  said 
he,  “of  any  member  here  a right  to  challenge  my 
vote.  I challenge  the  right  of  the  gentleman  from 
Maine  to  deny  my  right.” 

Mr.  Smith  said,  I shall  not  answer  the  member 
from  Pennsylvania,  but  turn  him  over  to  Mr.  Inger- 
soll  of  Pa.  who  has  as  good  a right  to  vote  as  he  has. 

“I  challenge  the  right  of  the  member  from  Maine 
then,”  said  one  of  the  members. 

“And  I,”  responded  several  voices.  [Great  con- 
fusion all  the  time.]  Mr.  Smith  said  something 
which  excited  a laugh. 

Mr.  Naylor  said  he  had  the  governor’s  certificate 
of  election  and  the  people’s,  and  no  man  had  a right 
to  question  his  right  to  vote.  Additional  confusion 
followed,  and  the  house  terminated  it  with  a motion 
to  adjourn.  Ayes  116,  noes  113. 

The  New  Jersey  members  voting — three  of  the 
claimant?,  and  three  of  the  certified  members. 

WHIG  NATIONAL  CONVENTION. 

From  the  Harrisburg  Chronicle  extra. 

• Wednesday,  Dec.  4,  1839 -This  day  at  1 2 o’clock 

the  national  convention  assembled  in  the  Lutheran 
church  at  this  place,  agreeably  to  the  arrangements 
which  had  previously  been  made  for  their  accom- 
modation in  that  newfv  erected  edifice,  by  the  state 
committee  appointed  to  make  the  necessary  prepa- 
tions  for  the  meeting  of  the  convention. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williamson,  of  Pa.  the  conven- 
tion was  temporarily  organized  by  the  appointment 
of  Mr.  Rates,  of  Mass,  chairman  pro  tern. 

On  motion  of  the  hon.Mr.  Sprague,  of  Mass,  the 
chair  appointed  the  horn  Charles  B.  Penrose,  of 
Penn,  secretary.  And  on  motion  of  Mr.  Williamson, 
of  Penn.  ccl.  Swift,  of  Philadelphia,  was  appointed 
assistant  clerk  for  the  present. 

Mr.  Watkins  Leigh,  of  Va.  then  moved  that  the 
secretary  proceed  to  call  over  the  names  of  the  de- 
legates by  states,  in  the  order  pursued  by  congress 
on  similar  occasions,  which  was  agreed  to;  and  the 
secretary  being  furnished  with  a list  from  each  state 
by  the  delegates  thereof,  proceeded  to  call  over  the 
names,  and  examine  the  credentials  of  the  delegates 
from  the  several  states,  beginning  at  Maine,  which 
resulted  as  follows: 

Maine — Messrs.  Lyman,  Neal,  Hyde,  Vose,  Pen- 
dleton, Bradley  and  Allen. 

New  Hampshire — Messrs.  J.  Wrlson,  Geo.  W. 
Nesmith,  J.  Silly,  Godfrey  Stevens  and  Joel  East- 
man. 

Vermont — Messrs.  Henry,  Holly,  Penny,  Briggs 
and  Fay. 

Massachusetts — Messrs.  S.  J.  Bates,  Parker,  Bru- 
nei!, Felix,  Sprague,  B.  Hugh,  Duncan,  Hoar,  Hud- 
son, Lee,  Shaw,  Ashman,  Lovering,  Howard,  Col- 
ley and  N.  M.  Davis. 

Rhode  Island — Messrs.  King,  Simons  and  An- 
thony. 

Connecticut — Messrs.  Davis,  Bordman,  Peters, 
Gladden,  Phelps,  Hawley,  Bacon  and  Jackson. 

New  York — Messrs.  Van  Rensalear,  Star,  Nicho- 
las, Silliman,  Selden,  Witmore,  Smith,  Hammond, 
Hamilton,  Briggs,  Knickerbocker,  Blair,  Ross,  Gil- 
bert, Vorhees,  Petre,  McCord,  Brady,  Russell, 
Whitney,  White,  Dunn,  Spencer,  Granger,  Led- 
yard.  Wood,  Sacket,  Taylor,  Dox,  Lacy,  Tracy, 
Tucker,  Allen,  Chatterton  and  Ayrault. 

New  Jersey — Messrs.  A.  C.  Whitehead,  D.  S. 
Gregory,  E.  Marsh,  Jno.D.  Hager,  Thos.  A.  Hart- 
well, Craig,  Moffit,  R.  E.  Horner. 

Pennsylvania — Messrs.  J.  A.  Shulze,  Lawrence, 
Quinton,  Fraley,  Swift,  Darlington,  Reigart,  Ro- 
berts, H.  H.  Henry,  Micher,  Audenrigh,  Darling, 
Fisher,  Morris,  Calhoun,  Penrose,  Williamson,  Co- 
hoon,  Merril,  Clarke,  Barclay,  Marshal,  Stewel, 
Biddle,  Patterson,  King,  Henry,  Gray  and  Reed. 

[In  the  above,  the  name  of  Mr.  McDowell  is  sub- 
stituted for  Mr.  Henry — Mr.  Leech  for  M.  King — 
and  Mr.  Dickey  for  Mr.  Henry.] 

The  clerk  then  announced  that  two  setts  of  dele- 
grates  appeared  from  some  of  the  districts  (from 
Adams,*  Lancaster]  and  Bradford]  counties)  claim- 

*Messrs.  James  Cohoon  and  Geo.  Chambers  both 
claimed  seats  from  the  12th  district. 

tMessrs.  Reigart  and  Henderson  claimed  the  same 
seat  for  the  4rh  district. 

(Messrs.  Clark  and  Overton  both  claim  seats  from 
the  17th  district. 


ing  seats  in  the  convention,  and  that  if  it  was  the 
pleasure  of  the  convention;  he  would  proceed  to 
read  the  credentials  of  each  astfiey  were  presented. 

Mr.  Roberts,  of  Pa.  then  moved  that  a committee 
be  appointed,  composed  of  delegates  from  other 
states  than  Pennsylvania,  to  examine  into  the 
claims  of  the  several  gentlemen  whose  seats  were 
in  dispute. 

Mr.  Williams  moved  to  amend  by  referring  the 
subject  to  a committee  to  be  chosen  from  the  de- 
legation of  Pennsylvania. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  after  some  little  dis- 
cussion, the  subject  was  postponed  for  the  present. 

The  clerk  then  proceeded  to  read  the  documents 
presented  by  Mr.  Cohoon,  from  Adams  county — 
wffien. 

The  lion.  Mr.  Sprague  of  Mass,  moved  to  post- 
pone the  reading  of  the  documents  for  the  present 
and  until  the  permanent  organization  of  the  con- 
vention; which  was  agreed  to. 

The  clerk  then  proceeded  to  read  the  names  of 
the  other  members  from  Pennsylvania,  claiming 
seats,  viz: 

Messrs.  Badger,  Gray,  Ridge,  Leech,  Dickey, 
Clark,  Clapp,  Kingsbury,  Henderson  and  Chambers. 

Delaware — Messrs.  Stockton,  Rodney,  Mans- 
field, Farris,  Causey,  Spronse,  Wainwright,  Wep- 
ples,  Hazzard  and  Baker. 

Maryland — Messrs.  J.  L.  Carr,  Goldsborough, 
Bowie,  Price,  R.  J.  Bowie,  Howard,  Dr.  Alexan- 
der, Moore,  Reverdy  Johnson  and  Page. 

Virginia—  Messrs”  B.  W.  Leigh,  J.  Barbour,  Mal- 
lory, Pegram,  Archer,  E.  Chambers,  Paine,  V. 
Witcher,  W.  Martin,  John  Tyler,  Garnett,  Newton, 
J.  B.  Hurry,  J.  A.  Cole,  J.  Green,  J.  Jenny,  H. 
Berry,  A.  Waterman,  Baldwin,  P.  C.  Johnson,  G. 
W.  Somers,  Camden  and  J.  Edgington. 

North  Carolina — Messrs.  J.  Owen,  J.  Mobar,,  C. 
R.  Kenny,  Cherry,  J.  R.  Loyd,  F.  J.  Hill,  W.  H. 
Battle,  Kelly,  Miller,  Roane,  Bnrnes,  Davidson,  T. 
A.  Allison  and  Arthur. 

Kentucky — Messrs,  gov.  Metcalfe,  Comes,  Tea, 
Shelby,  Preston,  D.  Banks,  Price,  C.  McClay,  T. 
A.  Andrew. 

Ohio — Messrs.  J.  Sloane,  J.  Burnett,  Pendleton, 
J.  Johnson,  W.  A.  Rogers,  W.  L.  Murphy,  A.  To- 
land,  Creigh,  Belknap,  E.  Cutler,  Cowen,  C.  C. 
Sherman,  S.  Prentice,  Bronson,  Green,  Lacy,  Bent- 
ley and  Sloan. 

'Indiana — Messrs.  D.  McGuire,  Mendenhall,  A. 
Clarke,  Perry,  Huntington,  (four  absent). 

Louisiana — Messrs.  G D.  White,  Rice  Garland, 
Porter,  Chien,  Burrow,  Tutors,  Dupray,  Duer,  Ma- 
son, Graham  and  J.  S.  Armer. 

[None  of  these  were  in  attendance,  except  Mr. 
Graham,  who  remarked  that  it  was  due  to  his  col- 
leagues and  particularly  to  the  state  of  Louisiana, 
for  him  to  say  that  it  was  not  owing  to  any  luke- 
warmness on  the  part  of  the  citizens  of  that  state, 
that  he  was  found  alone  in  the  convention;  but  that 
it  was  owing  to  the  necessity  which  existed  for  the 
gentlemen  who  composed  the  balance  of  the  dele- 
gation, to  be  on  their  farms  at  this  season  of  the 
year  to  attend  to  their  crops  of  cotton  and  sugar 
which  were  now  on  hand]. 

Mississippi— Messrs.  Miller,  Jennings,  Gillespie, 
Nie,  Delaney,  Corbon,  Mitchel,  Pue,  Chaplin,  King, 
Tappan  and  Perkins. 

Missouri — Messrs.  Russel,  Hunter  and  Wright. 

Illinois — Messrs.  Warren,  Newberry,  Ralph, 
Whipple  and  Baker. 

Alabama — Messrs.  Hopkins,  Gale,  Jackson,  Hill- 
yard,  W.  II.  Fleming,  Murphy  and  W.  H.  Smith. 

Michigan — Messrs.  Bates,  Drake  and  Bacon. 

The  states  having  been  gone  through  with, 

Mr.  Sprague,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  that  a 
committee  of  one  from  each  state  be  appointed  to 
report  a list  of  officers  for  the  convention.  Agreed  to. 

Tjie  chair  then  appointed  the  following  gentle- 
men said  committee. 

P.  Sprague,  Massachusetts;  E.  H.  Allen,  Maine; 
James  Wilson,  New  Hampshire;  W.  Henry,  Ver- 
mont; G.  A.  King,  Rhode  Island;  C.  Davis,  Con- 
necticut; C.  Starr,  New  York;  A.  Whitehead,  New 
Jersey;  V/.  D.  Wapples,  Delaware;  J.  A.  Shulze, 
Pennsylvania;  R.  Johnson,  Maryland;  B.  W.  Leigh, 
Virginia;  John  Owen,  North  Carolina;  N.  G.  Pen- 
dleton, Ohio;  D.  Maguire,  Indiana;  W.  K.  Warren, 
Illinois;  J.  C.  Bates,  Michigan;  T.  C.  Tapper, 
Mississippi;  W.  PI.  Russel,  Missouri;  L.  Combs, 
Kentucky;  G.  M.  Graham,  Louisiana;  H.  W.  Hill- 
yard,  Alabama. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Ohio,  said  he  was  anxious  to  of- 
fer a resolution  to  the  convention,  which,  if  it  were 
in  order,  he  would  then  present  for  their  considera- 
tion. 

Resolved,  That  the  convention  be  opened  every 
morning  with  prayer  to  Almighty  God  for  his  bles- 
sing, and  that  the  clergy  of  Harrisburg  b^  request- 
ed to  attend  for  that  purpose. 
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Tlie  chair  pronounced  the  resolution  out  of  order, 
as  tlie  convention  was  not  yet  organized;  and  it  was 
accordingly  postponed  for  the  present. 

A motion  having  been  made  to  adjourn  and  meet 
again  in  the  afternoon  at  3 o’clock,  and  not  agreed 
to— 

Gov.  Barbour,  of  Virginia,  made  the  motion  that 
when  the  convention  adjourns  will  adjourn  to  meet 
to-morrow  at  1 1 o’clock,  which  he  afterwards  modi- 
fied at  Ihe  suggestion  of  another  gentleman,  to  meet 
at  10  o’clockT 

Gov.  B.  said  he  was  anxious  to  give  the  members 
oi  the  convention  an  opportunity  of  communicating 
together,  as  he  was  convinced  from  the  little  expe- 
rience he  had  had  that  evil  consequences  were  very 
apt  to  succeed  hasty  action — propositions  were 
sometimes  made  by  persons  who  if  they'  had  had 
time  to  reflect  before  they  offered  them,  would  have 
acted  differently;  but  having  committed  themselves 
once,  they  were  very  loathe  to  retract.  He  hoped 
the  convention  would  do  nothing  precipitately. 

JVlr.  Roberts,  of  Pennsylvania,  remarked  that  his 
only  object  in  moving  an  afternoon  session  was  to 
give  distant  members  an  opportunity  of  returning 
home  as  soon  as  possible.  He  had  no  objections, 
however,  to  the  views  of  the  honorable  gentlemaD 
from  Virginia. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  convention 
adjourned  at  half-past  1 o’clock  to  meet  to-morrow 
morning  at  10  o’clock.  — 

Thursday,  December  5,  1839.  The  convention 
met  at  10  o’clock  this  morning  agreeably  to  ad- 
journment, and  at  the  request  of  the  chairman, 
(Mr.  Bates  of  Massachusetts),  was  opened  with 
prayer  by  the  rev.  Mr.  Sprecher. 

As  soon  as  the  clerk  had  read  the  journal  of  yes- 
terday, Messrs.  Phelps  and  Falconer,  of  Ohio,  ap- 
peared and  took  their  seats,  also  A.  N.  Orth,  of 
New  York,  Masley  and  Dickerson,  of  Virginia,  A. 
Miller,  of  Mississippi,  and  J.  C.  Washton,  of  North 
Carolina. 

Mr.  Dickey  then  announced  to  the  convention, 
that  the  disputes  in  the  Pennsylvania  delegation 
with  regard  to  the  contested  seats,  had  been  com- 
promised and  that  the  delegation  was  now  lull. 

Mr.  Sprague,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  com- 
mittee appointed  yesterday  to  prepare  a list  of  offi- 
cers for  the  permanent  organization  of  the  conven- 
tion, reported  the  following: 

President — Governor  J.  BARBOUR,  of  Virginia. 

Vice-presidents — Gov.  J.  S.  Peters,  of  Connecti- 
cut; gov.  J.  A.  Shulze,  of  Pennsylvania;  gov.  D. 
Hazard,  of  Delaware;  gov.  George  Howard,  of  Ma- 
ryland; gov.  J.  Tyler,  of  Virginia;  gov.  Owen,  of 
North  Carolina;  gov.  Metcalfe,  of  Kentucky;  lion. 
J.  R.  Livingston,  of  New  York;  hon.  J.  Burnett,  of 
Ohio;  hon.  J.  C.  Bates,  of  Massachusetts;  hon. 
James  Wilson,  of  New  Hampshire;  hon.  E.  M. 
Huntington,  of  Indiana;  E.  Marsh,  of  New  Jersey. 

Secretaries — Hon.  C.  B.  Penrose,  of  Pennsylva- 
nia; Geo.  W.  Randolph,  of  Illinois;  Mr.  Lyman,  oi 
Maine;  Mr.  Paine,  oi  Vermont. 

The  committee  also  recommended  to  the  conven- 
tion that  the  first  named  secretary  be  authorised  to 
appoint  a doorkeeper  and  an  assistant  doorkeeper. 
The  report  was  unanimously  adopted. 

The  hon.  Messrs.  Livingston,  of  New'  York,  and 
Watkins  Leigh,  of  Virginia,  were  deputed  by  the 
chairman  to  conduct  the  president  elect  of  the  con- 
vention to  the  chair. 

On  taking  his  seat,  governor  Barbour , gave  ut- 
terance to  his  feelings,  in  return  for  Ihe  honor  con- 
ferred upon  him,  in  a strain  of  eloquence  and  patri- 
otism, that  called  forth  from  the  members  of  the 
convention  and  Ihe  numerous  spectators  in  the  gal- 
lery, repeated,  loud  and  spontaneous  bursts  of  ap- 
plause. He  said  he  looked  upon  this  mark  of  favor 
as  an  honor  conferred  upon  the  “old  dominion,” 
which  he  represented.  He  referred  to  the  alarm 
which  existed  throughout  the  country  amongst  the 
people,  on  account  of  the  mal  administration  of  our 
government,  and  impressed  in  a beautiful  and  lively 
manner  upon  the  members  of  the  convention,  the 
importance  of  the  occasion  which  had  brought  them 
together.  When  he  looked  around  and  saw  so 
many  grey  heads,  and  those  who  might  well  be 
called  the  “Conscript  Fathers,”  leaving  Ihe  quiet  of 
their  own  fire  sides,  at  this  inclement  season  of  the 
year,  and  encountering  many  difficulties  on  their 
way  hither,  he  could  not  have  the  smallest  doubt 
of  the  high  sense  of  patriotism  and  duty  to  their 
country  which  had  induced  them  to  make  so  many 
sacrifices,  and  it  was  a powerful  testimony'  of  the 
importance  of  the  crisis  which  had  brought  them 
hither.  He  referred  to  the  abuses  of  our  national 
government,  and  portrayed  the  character  of  him 
who  now  rules  over  us  with  a powerful  effect.  He 
impressed  upon  the  consideration  of  the  convention, 
the  importance  of  harmony,  and  of  burying  any 
thing  like  personal  preferences  where  they  might 
tend  to  injure  the  great  object,  for  which  they  were 


assembled.  They  had  not  corne  here  to  whine  af- 
ter ihe  flesh  pots  of  Egypt,  but  for  a higher  and 
nobler  object — to  give  perpetuity  to  the  republican 
institutions  of  the  country!  He  had  not  come  here 
with  any  personal  prejudices;  but  to  deliberate  for 
the  good  of  the  nation  and  of  posterity.  He  was 
not  devoted  to  names — and  let  the  names  of  the 
candidates  chosen,  be  composed  of  whatever  com- 
bination of  the  letters  of  the  alphabet  they  might 
— convince  him  that,  that  combination  would  ef- 
fect the  great  object  in  view,  and  he  would  sing 
Hozanna  to  it,  with  all  his  heart. 

As  soon  as  the  other  officers  of  the  convention  had 
taken  their  seals 

Mr.  Graham,  of  Louisiana,  asked  leave  to  read 
an  open  letter,  which  w as  wiitten  by  a member  of 
the  whig  central  committee  of  Arkansas,  to  the 
honoiable  Alexander  Porter,  of  Louisiana,  directed 
to  him  at  this  place,  and  authorising  him  to  vote 
for  the  Arkansas  delegation.  The  letter  had  been 
opened  in  mistake  by-the  honorable  J.  M.  Porter 
of  this  place  and  then  was  given  to  Mr.  Graham, 
he  being  the  only  delegate  in  attendance  from 
Louisiana. 

The  reading  of  Ihe  letter  was  at  first  objected  to, 
but  was  afterwards  agreed  to.  The  purport  was, 
that  the  delegation  could  not  attend,  and  they 
wished  the  person  to  whom  it  was  addressed,  to 
give  the  first  ballot  for  them  in  favor  of  Mr.  Clay 
for  president,  and  Mr.  Tyler,  of  Virginia,  for  vice- 
president.  It  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chambers,  of  Pennsylvania, 
the  tules  adopted  by  congress  for  their  government, 
were  adopted  for  that  of  the  convention,  so  far  as 
they  are  applicable. 

The  resolution  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Johnson, 
of  Ohio,  relative  to  the  opening  of  the  convention 
with  prayer,  was  taken  up  and  adopted. 

Mr.  Sprague,  of  Massachusetts,  said  the  delega- 
tion from  his  state  had  authorised  him  to  present  an 
order  of  business  for  the  consideration  of  the  con- 
vention, in  bringing  candidates  before  them  for  no- 
mination, w hich  with  the  permission  of  the  conven- 
tion he  would  read. 

The  substance  of  this  proposition  was,  that  the 
delegates  from  each  state  should  assemble  in  com- 
mittee and  appoint  each  a committee  not  to  consist 
of  more  than  members,  and  that  the  delegates 
in  each  state  should  ballot  for  president  and  vice 
president,  and  communicate  the  result  to  the  com- 
mittees appointed  by  the  delegation  of  the  other 
states,  and  in  this  way  should  continue  to  ballot 
until  a majority  of  the  states  should  have  balloted  in 
favor  of  some  one  particular  candidate,  and  then  the 
committee  to  report  to  the  convention  for  their  fur- 
ther action. 

Mr.  Sprague  supported  this  motion  with  much 
ability.  He  thought  the  proper  place  to  settle  sec- 
tional differences  of  opinion  was  to  do  it  among 
themselves,  that  each  state  might  present  an  undi- 
vided front. 

Mr.  B.  iVuikins  Leigh,  of  Virginia,  said  he  con- 
concurred  with  the  general  objects  contemplated  by 
the  proposition  of  the  gentlemen  from  Massachu- 
setts— the  collection  of  information,  by  ascertaining 
the  sense  of  the  convention  by  an  informal  ballol; 
but  he  differed  with  him  in  the  manner  of  obtain- 
ing it. 

He  proposed  to  amend  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts,  by  striking  all  out  after 
the  word  “resolved”  and  inserting  a resolution,  the 
object  of  which  was  to  request  the  delegates  of  the 
several  states  to  meet  in  separate  committees  and 
ballot  as  above,  and  then  to  communicate  the  re- 
sult of  each  ballot  to  the  convention  instead  of  to 
the  committees  appointed  by  the  other  states;  and 
further,  that  the  vote  of  the  absentees  from  the 
several  states  should  be  given  by  a majority  of  the 
delegates  of  their  respective  staies  who  were  in  at- 
tendance. The  committees  appointed  by  the  dele- 
gation of  each  state  to  report  in  a conventional 
committee  of  all  of  them,  and  these  then  report  to 
the  convention  after  each  ballot. 

Mr.  Leigh  supported  this  motion  with  great  abili- 
ty and  ingenuity.  He  contended  that  Ihe  conven- 
tion would  have  nothing  to  do,  under  the  order  pro- 
posed by  the  gentlemen  from  Massachusetts,  as  the 
ballotings  would  all  be  done  in  committees. 

Mr.  Sprague  explained  his  proposition  to  be  en- 
tirely- preliminary,  and  to  have  two  objects  in  view. 
First— -the  collection  and  the  dissemination  of  the 
vie ws  of  the  different  members  of  the  convention; 
and  secondly — the  reconciling  any  difficulties  that 
might  exist  between  the  delegates  of  a particular 
state,  amongst  themselves.  His  proposition  did  not 
embrace  the  per  capite  vote,  but  was  intended  to 
communicate  the  voice  ol  the  majoiity  of  the  dele- 
gates from  each  state  to  the  convention. 

Quite  an  interesting  argument  ensued  between 
the  movers  of  these  two  propositions  and  amongst 
ether  gentlemen  of  the  convention. 


Mr.  Sclden,  of  New'  York,  said  if  he  understood 
the  propositions  or  the  two  gentleifien  who  had  pro- 
posed an  order  of  proceeding  for  the  convention, 
neither  of  them  made  any  provision  for  the  states 
w hich  were  not  represented  here  at  all.  He  would 
consider  it  an  act  of  absolute  injustice  for  those  who 
had  a great  distance  to  come,  in  consequence  of 
which  they  were  denied  the  privilege  of  being  pre- 
sent at  the  convention,  that  they  should  be  denied 
having  any  voice  whatever  upon  this  floor,  and  if 
they  desired  harmony  of  action  this  must  be  attend- 
ed to.  He  was  also  opposed  to  referring  back  the 
vote  of  any  state  to  Ihe  delegation  again  without 
first  submitting  it  to  the  convention. 

Mr.  Russel,  oi  Missouri,  opposed  Ihe  motion  of 
Mr.  Sprague,  because,  he  said,  it  did  not  embrace 
the  whole  ground.  He  contended  also  for  the  rmht 
of  his  colleagues  to  a votp,  as  (hey  were  only  pre- 
vented by  Providential  difficulties  from  being  pre- 
sent here. 

Mr.  Penrose  spoke  at  some  length  in  favor  of  the 
proposition  submitted  by  Mr.  Sprague,  and  also  in 
favor  of  settling  some  system  whereby  each  state 
should  have  its  full  representation  in  ihe  conven- 
tion. For,  said  Mr.  P.  upon  the  settlement  of  this 
question  depends  the  harmonious  action  of  at  least 
some  states;  and  he  proposed  that  the  electoral  vote 
of  each  state  be  thrown  in  committees.  He  con- 
cluded by  offering  the  following  amendment  to  the 
resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  to 
come  in  at  the  end: 

That  the  vote  of  a majority  of  each  delegation 
shall  be  reported  as  the  vote  of  that  state;  and 
each  state  represented  here,  shall  vote  its  full  elec- 
toral vote  by  such  delegation  in  the  committee. 

Mr.  Reverdy  Johnson  of  Maryland,  mo-ved  to  lay 
the  whole  matter  on  the  table.  Not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Leigh  asked  leave  to  withdraw  his  proposi- 
tion, whiefi  was  granted. 

Mr.  Selden,  of  New  York,  spoke  in  favor  ofthe 
motion  to  proceed  to  the  nominations  in  conven- 
tion. He  thought  it  was  injustice  to  hush  the  mi- 
nority of  so  large  a state  as  New  York,  and  the 
only  way  to  arrive  at  the  true  state  of  the  case  was 
by  a per  capite  vote. 

Mi'-  , ol  Maryland,  was  opposed  to  both 

propositions,  arid  ottered  a resolution  that  the  con- 
vention proceed  to  the  nomination  of  candidates 
for  president  and  vice  president  of  the  U.  States  to- 
morrow at  12  o’clock  with  closed  doors,  and  that 
each  delegate  give  his  vote  as  he  may  think  best. 
He  spoke  at  some  length  in  favor  of’ this  motion, 
arguing  that  it  was  Ihe  most  simple  in  its  character 
and  of  known  usage,  whilst  the  others  were  rather 
uovel  arid  complicated  in  their  character. 

The  resolution  was  negatived. 

Some  discussion  ensued  on  a question  of  order 
raised  by  Mr.  Penrose,  when  he  was  permitted  to 
pursue  his  argument  in  favor  of  his  amendment. 

The  debate  was  kept  up  with  spirit  to  a late 
hour,  in  which  Messrs.  Shaw,  of  Massachusetts, 
Fay,  of  New  Jersey,  Hammond  of  New  York, 
Hoar,  of  Massachusetts.  Burlow,  of  Massachusetts, 
Merril,  of  Pennsylvania,  Johnson  of  Maryland’ 
Taylor,  of  New  York,  and  others,  participated. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment 
offered  by  Mr.  Penrose,  and  it  was  adopted. 

After  some  amendments  had  been  suggested  by 
Mr.  Leigh  to  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Sprague,  which 
were  agreed  to,  the  whole  resolution  as  amended  by 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Penrose,  was  adopted  by  the  con- 
vention in  the  following  words: 

Ordered,  That  Ihe  delegates  from  each  state  be 
requested  to  assemble  as  a delegation,  and  appoint 
a committee  not  exceeding  three  in  number,  to  re- 
ceive the  views  and  opinions  of  such  delegation, 
and  communicate  the  same  to  the  assi  mbled  com- 
mittees of  all  the  delegations,  to  he  by  them  re- 
spectively reported  to  their  principals;  and  that 
thereupon  the  delegates  from  each  state,  be  request- 
ed to  assemble  as  a delegation,  and  ballot  for  can- 
didates for  the  offices  of  president  and  vice  presi- 
dent, and  having  done  so,  to  commit  (lie  ballot  de- 
signating the  votes  ol  each  candidate,  and  by  whom 
given,  to  its  committee;  and  thereupon  all  t lie  com  - 
mittees  shall  assemble  and  compare  the  several  hal- 
lo's, and  report  Ihe  result  ofthe  same  lo  their  seve- 
ral delegations,  together  with  such  fuels  as  may 
bear  upon  the  nomination,  arid  said  delegation 
shall  forthwith  re-assemble  and  ballot  again  for  can- 
didates for  the  above  offices,  and  again  commit  the 
result  to  the  above  committees,  and  if  it  shall  appear 
that  a majority  of  the  ballots  are  lor  any  one  man 
(or  candidate  for  president,  said  committee  shall 
report  the  result  to  Ihe  convention  for  its  conside- 
ration; but  if  there  shall  be  no  such  majority,  llicrf 
the  delegations  shall  repeat  the  balloting  until  such 
a majority  shall  be  obtained,  and  then  report  the 
same  to  the  convention  for  its  consideration. 

That  the  vote  of  a majority  of  each  delegation 
shall  be  reported  as  the  vote  of  that  state;  and  each 
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state  represented  lieie  shall  vote  its  full  electoral 
vote  by  such  delegation  in  the  committee. 

The  convention  then  adjourned  to  meet  to-mor- 
row at  10  o’clock  A.  M. 

Friday,  December  6,  1839.  Convention  met  pur- 
suant to  adjournment  at  10  o’clock,  and  the  journals 
of  yesterday  were  read. 

Andrew  G.  Runnels  was  announced  by  his  col- 
league as  having  arrived  from  the  state  of  Michigan, 
a substitute  for  one  of  the  delegates  from  that  state, 
who  was  not  present. 

A letter  from  the  committee  of  the  church  in 
which  the  convention  sits,  was  laid  before  the  con- 
vention and  read.  The  letter  respectfully  stated  to 
the  members  of  the  convention  that  the  eongreg  i- 
tion  were  in  debt  and  would  be  very  willing  to  re- 
ceive any  contributions  that  might  be  made  by  the 
delegates. 

Mr.  R.  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  announced  the  ar- 
rival of  one  of  his  colleagues. 

Mr.  C.  31.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  made  some  re- 
marks in  favor  of  permitting  every  state  to  be  heard 
in  the  convention;  the  minority  of  every  state,  and 
every  individual  delegate  to  be  heard,  and  those 
present  lo  vote  for  the  absentees  from  their  respec- 
tive slates;  and  concluded  by  ottering  a resolution  to 
that  effect,  which  would  have  been  a very  manifest 
departure  from  the  order  which  had  been  adopted 
yesterday. 

Mr.  Davies,  of  Connecticut,  made  some  very  ex- 
cellent remarks  in  opposition  to  the  motion  made 
by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky — spoke  in  favor  of 
the  order  which  had  been  adopted,  and  of  the  ne- 
cessity of  adhering  to  it.  He  explained  the  object 
of  the  order  adopted,  as  he  understood  it  to  be 
merely  a mode  of  collecting  and  disseminating  in- 
formation amongst  the  different  delegations  which 
would  be  finally  reported  to  the  convention  for  their 
action,  and  was  not  considered  in  any  way  binding 
upon  the  final  decision  of  this  convention.  He  con- 
cluded by  moving  to  lay  the  proposition  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Clay),  upon  the  table; 
which  was  agreed  to  by  the  almost  unanimous  vote 
of  the  convention. 

Mr.  Horner,  of  N.  Jersey,  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  delegates  from  the  several 
states,  be  requested  to  make  a list  of  the  delegates , 
in  attendance  from  their  respective  states,  together 
with  the  names  ot  their  nearest  post  offices,  and 
hand  the  same  to  the  clerk  this  afternoon,  to  be  pub- 
lished with  the  proceedings  of  the  convention. — 
Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Silliman,  of  New  York,  moved  that  when 
the  convention  adjourns  it  will  adjourn  to  meet  at 
three  o’clock  this  afternoon;  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Kirkland,  of  New  York,  took  up  the  order  of 
proceeding  which  had  been  adopted;  and  alter  stat- 
ing that  the  first  part  of  the  order  had  been  comp  lied 
with,  and  that  the  committees  were  now  comparing 
the  ballot  of  the  several  states,  which  when  complet- 
ed would  be  referred  back  to  them.  He  said  he 
hoped  whilst  he  was  on  the  floor,  he  might  be  per- 
mitted to  express  his  sincere  desire  that  the  same 
unanimity  which  had  so  far  pervaded  the  convention 
might  continue  to  be  manifested  until  they  had 
completed  their  undertaking.  He  hoped  there  u>as 
no  delegate,  present  who  was  any  particular  man’s 
man,  but  that  they  were  all  willing  and  anxious  to 
unite  cordially  in  the  support  of  whoever  might  be 
the  nominee  of  the  convention;  for  his  own  part 
such  was  his  determination. 

Mr.  McFarland,  of  New  York,  presented  some 
proceedings  of  a meeting  in  New  York,  which  he 
said  he  had  been  requested  to  lay  before  the  con- 
vention. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Preston,  of  Missouri,  they 
were  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion,  a committee  of  finance  was  appoint- 
ed, consisting  of  Messrs.  J.  A.  Fisher,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, King,  of  New  York,  and  Lee,  of  Massachu- 
setts. 

The  convention  then  adjourned  to  meet  this  af- 
ternoon at  three  o’clock. 

Same  day,  3 o'clock,  P.  M.  The  convention  me) 
pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  was  opened  with 
prayer  by  the  rev.  William  Barnes  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church  of  this  place. 

Mr.  Fisher,  from  the  committee  of  finance  ap- 
pointed this  morning,  informed  the  convention  that 
they  had  estimated  the  expenses  of  the  convention, 
including  fuel  and  printing  often  thousand  copiesof 
the  proceedings  thereof,  (if  they  thought  proper  lo 
have  that  number  printed)  and  the  sum  necessary 
to  defray  the  same  would  amount  to  about  $2  fo 
each  delegate. 

It  appealing  by  the  announcement  of  a member  of 
one  of  the  slate  committees  that  no  choice  had 
yet  been  made  in  (he  state  ballotings. 

Mr.  Williams  of  Pennsylvania  moved  that  the 
convention  adjourn  to  meet  again  at  7 o’clock  this 


evening,  which  was  agreed  to,  and  the  convention 
adjourned 

Same  day,  7 o’clock,  P.  31.  The  convention  met 
agreeably  to  adjournment,  and  the  result  was  the 
same  as  at  the  last  meeting. 

The  committee  from  the  state  delegations  not  be- 
ing ready  to  report  under  the  order  adopted  for  their 
proceeding. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williamson,  of  Pennsylvania, 
the  convention  took  a recess  till  nine  o’clock. 

Same  day,  9 o’clock,  P.  M.  The  convention  met 
again,  and  Mr.  R.  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  stated  that 
he  thought  there  was  no  probability  of  the  commit- 
tee agreeing  upon  a report  to  make  to  the  conven- 
tion, and  therefore  he  moved  that  the  committee  be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject, and  that  the  convention  take  the  subject  into 
their  own  hands. 

Mr.  Harvey,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  lay  the  resolu- 
tion on  the  table,  as  the  committee  were  in  session 
in  the  basement  story  of  the  building,  and  could  not 
have  an  opportunity  of  voting  on  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  said  the  committee 
could  bs  sent  for,  as  they  were  not  far  off,  and  was 
going  on  to  make  some  more  remarks  on  the  sub- 
ject; when 

Mr.  Williamson,  of  Pennsylvania,  reminded  him 
that  the  question  to  lay  on  the  table  was  not  deba- 
table. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
lay  on  the  table,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

A motion  was  then  made  to  adjourn.  Not  agreed 
to. 

The  committee  having  in  the  meantime  come  into 
the  convention,  and  the  ground  ofthe  motion  to  lay 
on  the  table  being  thereby  obviated. 

Mr.  Harvey,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  take  up  the  re- 
solution of  Mr.  Johnson,  which  had  just  been  laid 
upon  the  table. 

One  of  the  committee  then,  (whose  name  we 
could  not  get)  stated  that  in  all  probability  the  com- 
mittee would  be  ready  to  report  in  half  an  hour;  he 
hoped  therefore  that  the  motion  to  take  up  the  reso- 
lution would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Harvey  then  withdrew  his  motion. 

Some  conversation  then  followed  on  a motion  to 
adjourn,  and  the  convention  finally  took  a recess  of 
an  hour,  to  give  the  committee  farther  time  to  agree 
upon  a report. 

After  the  recess  of  an  hour  had  elapsed,  during 
which  time  the  committees  were  in  consultation 

Mr.  J.  Owen,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the  com- 
mittee of  three  from  each  stale,  appointed  under  the 
order  of  Thursday,  reported  that  they  had  attended 
to  the  duties  assigned  them,  and  had  instructed  him 
to  report  progress  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again. 

He  then  made  the  following  report: 

The  whole  number  of  votes  cast  was  254,  Ne- 
cessarv  to  a choice  128 

Of  the  votes  cast— Gen.  WINFIELD  SCOTT,  of 
New  Jeis»y,  received  16. 

HENRY  CLAY,  of  Kentucky,  received  90.— 

Gen.  WM.  HENRY  HARRISON,  of  Ohio,  re- 
ceived 148. 

Gen.  Wm.  Henry  Harrison,  of  Ohio,  having 
received  a majority  of  all  the  votes  polled  for  presi- 
dent, the  committee  asked  leave  to  sit  again  for  the 
purpose  of  balloting  fora  candidate  for  vice  presi- 
dent. 

Leave  was  granted,  and  the  convention  adjourned 
to  meet  to  morrow1  morning  at  10  o’clock. 

Saturday,  Dec.  7.  As  soon  as  the  journal  of  yes 
terday  had  been  read, 

Mr.  Banks,  of  Kentucky,  said,  before  the  final 
action  of  the  convention  was  had  upon  the  report  of 
the  committee,  made  last  night,  he  desired  an  op- 
portunity to  express  his  determination  to  support 
cordially  wdioever  might  be  the  nominee  of  the  con- 
vention. He  stated  that  the  first  choice  of  his  con- 
stituents was  Henn  Clay.  His  constituents  were 
uncompromising;  but  it  was  in  their  hostility  to 
Martin  Van  Bnren.  They  had  left  him  uninstruct- 
ed as  to  the  man  he  should  vote  for,  except  on  the 
first  ballot;  and  that  now,  having  come  here,  he 
stood  upon  the  broad  platform  of  hostility,  uncom- 
promising hostility,  to  Martin  Van  Buren,  and  for 
that  reason  he  would  support  the  nomination. 

Mr.  11.  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  said  the  first  choice 
of  Maryland  was  well  known,  and  that  he  had  come 
here  to  support,  and  had  supported,  that  choice,  un- 
lil  it  was  found  that  there  w:as  another  name,  under 
which  they  could  carry  dismay  into  the  ranks  of 
the  oppressors  of  oitr  country,  with  perhaps  better 
hope  of  success.  He  was  willing  to  upfurl  the  ban- 
ner of  William  Henry  Harrison  to  the  breeze,  per- 
suaded that,  as  Maryland  had  already  triumphed 
once  with  the  name  of  Harrison,  she  would  do  it 
again. 

Mr.  Johnson  concluded  by  offering  a resolution 
that  this  convention  unanimously  concur  in  the  no- 
mination of  William  Henry  Harrison  f'nr  president. 


The  resolution  was  received  with  acclamations 
from  every  member  ofthe  convention, and  from  the 
vast  crowd  which  had  assembled  in  the  galleries. 
Several  gentlemen  rose,  and  in  short,  eloquent  and 
patriotic  language  expressed  their  cordial  approba- 
tion of  the  resolution  which  had  been  offered  by  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  and  expressed  their  de- 
termination with  that  gentleman  to  yield  the  sup- 
port which  they  had  felt  bound  to  give  for  another 
individual,  on  the  first  balloting,  to  that  equally 
cherished  name  which  was  proposed  to  be  put  in 
nomination. 

Mr.  Preston,  of  Kentucky,  rose  for  the  purpose 
of  expressing  his  willingness  to  support  the  nomi- 
nation of  Harrison,  and  of  offering  a resolution  that 
the  convention  should  prepare  an  address  to  the 
people  ofthe  different  states,  for  the  purpose  of  se- 
curing their  hearty  co-opperation  in  the  nomina- 
tions that  have  been  made.  He  claimed  the  right 
of  offering  this  resolution  oul  of  courtesy  to  the 
state  which  he  represented.  The  hopes  of  Ken- 
tucky had  been  blighted  in  the  defeat  of  the  nomi- 
nation of  her  favorite  son.  He  went  into  a eulogy 
upon  the  character  of  Mr.  Clay,  and  concluded  by 
remarking  that  this  was  no  disappointment  to  that 
illustrious  patriot.  There  is  a letter,  said  Mr.  P. 
in  possession  of  the  convention,  which  will  illus- 
trate that  remark,  and  he  hoped  it  might  be  read  to 
the  convention.  The  letter  had  been  received  some 
days  ago,  but  out  of  feelings  of  delicacy,  lest  it 
might  be  supposed  they  wished  to  get  up  a sympa- 
thy in  favor  of  that  distinguished  gentleman,  the 
letter  had  not  been  laid  before  the  convention  here- 
tofore. 

The  letter  was  called  for  by  acclamation;  and 
Mr,  Combes,  of  Kentucky,  rose  and  said  the  letter 
was.  in  his  possesion,  and  he  hoped  he  might  be 
permitted  to  read  it.  The  letter  was  then  read,  as 
follows: 

Jshland,  Nov.  20,  1839. 

Gentlemen:  The  public  use  which  has  been  made 
of  my  name,  in  connexion  with  the  office  of  presi- 
dent ofthe  United  Slates,  furnishes  the  motive,  as 
I trust  it  will  form  the  apology,  for  this  note.  I ad- 
dress it  to  you,  because  our  common  residence  ill 
the  same  state  appears  to  me  to  render  you  the  most 
appropriate  repository  and  organ  of  what  I wish 
now  to  say. 

The  convention  at  Harrisburg  to  designate  candi- 
dates of  the  opposition  to  the  present  federal  admi- 
nistration, for  the  offices  of  president  and  vice  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  has  been  recommended, 
and  the  propriety  of  it  has  been  generally  concurred 
in  by  all  who  agree  as  to  the  necessity  of  a change 
in  the  general  administration.  It  appeared  to  me 
to  be  the  best,  if  not  the  only  practicable  method  of 
reconciling  and  uniting  those  who,  coinciding  in 
the  general  principle,  entertained  different  views  a‘s 
to  the  most  suitable  candidates  for  those  high  offi- 
ces, and  I have  accordingly  frequently  expressed, 
and  now  repeat  the  expression  of  my  conviction  of 
the  expediency  ofan  entire  and  cordial  acquiescence 
in  the  recommendations  ofthe  convention. 

In  the  mean  time,  appeals,  directly  and  indirect- 
ly have  been  made  to  ine  by'  a highly  respectable 
convention  holden  in  Pennsylvania,  and  by  private 
individuals,  to  decline  giving  my  consent  to  the  use 
of  my  name,  upon  the  ground  that  a distinguished 
citizen  of  the  state  of  Ohio  is  the  first  choice  of  the 
opposition  in  Pennsylvania,  and  in  the  opinion  of 
that  convention  would  he  more  likely  to  conciliate 
general  support  than  I should.  I have  been  also 
addressed  by  various  respectable  and  intelligent  ci- 
tizens of  New  York,  directly  and  indirectly  recom- 
mending me  to  decline  the  contest  in  behalf  of  ano- 
ther eminent  citizen,  who  has  been  distinguished 
in  both  the  military  and  civil  service  of  the  United 
States. 

Whilst  I have  been  thus  urgently  but  respectful- 
ly approached,  numerous  private  citizens  and  pub- 
lic meetings  and  conventions  in  various  parts  of  the 
United  States  (one  of  these  conventions,  indeed,  in 
Pennsylvania  itself)  have  done  me  the  honor  to  ex- 
press their  confidence  in  me,  and  to  intimate  their 
wishes  that  1 might  be  the  candidate  of  the  opposi- 
tion for  the  office  of  chief  magistrate. 

It  is  perfectly  manifest  that  I cannot  comply  with 
all  these  conflicting  opinions  and  wishes,  nor,  I ap- 
prehend, with  anyone  of  them,  without  disobliging 
the  others. 

Under  these  embarrassing  circumstances,  I have 
thought  it  most  advisable  to  leave  to  the  convention 
at  Harrisburg  the  free  selection  of  candidates  as 
being  the  assembly  to  which,  by  common  consent, 
that  important  duty  has  been  referred.  Represent- 
ing, as  it  probably  will,  all  parts  of  the  U.  States, 
bringing  together  the  feelings  and  views  of  all,  and 
comparing  and  weighing  the  local  information 
which  it  will  derive  from  every  portion,  it  will  be 
most  competent  to  make  a nomination  acceptable 
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to  the  great  majority  of  its  constituents.  That  it 
will  be  faithful  to  the  high  trust  confided  to  its 
judgment  and  patriotism,  cannot  be  doubted;  and 
having  a full  view  of  the  whole  ground,  it  will  be 
more  likely  to  make  a selection  agreeable  to  the 
great  body  of  the  opposition  than  any  separate  con- 
vention could  do,  however  enlightened  and  patrio- 
tic it  may  be.  If  the  Pennsylvania  convention,  to 
which  I have  just  alluded,  be  right  in  supposing 
that  the  distinguished  citizen  whom  it  prefers  would 
be  more  likely  to  be  successful  than  any  other,  he 
ought  to  be  nominated,  and  undoubtedly,  for  that 
reason,  will  be  nominated  by  the  Harrisburg  con- 
vention, should  it  entertain  the  same  opinion. 

With  a just  and  proper  sense  of  the  high  honor  of 
being  voluntarily  called  to  the  office  of  president  of 
the  United  States  by  a great,  free  and  enlightened 
people,  and  profoundly  grateful  to  those  of  my  fel- 
low citizens  who  are  desirous  to  see  me  placed  in 
that  exalted  and  responsible  station,  I must,  never- 
theless, say,  in  entire  truth  and  sincerity,  that  if 
the  deliberations  of  the  convention  shall  lead  them 
to  the  choice  of  another  as  the  candidate  of  the  op- 
position, far  from  feeling  any  discontent,  the  nomi- 
nation will  have  my  best  wishes  and  receive  my 
cordial  support. 

And,  gentlemen,  I hope  that  you,  my  friends  and 
neighbors,  will  excuse  the  liberty  I take  in  express- 
ing to  you  my  anxious  desire  that,  discarding  all  at- 
tachment orpartiality  to  me,  and  guided  solely  by 
the  motive  of  rescuingour  country  from  the  dangers 
which  now  encompass  it,  you  will  heartily  unite  in 
the  selection  of  that  citizen,  although  it  should  not 
be  me,  who  may  appear  to  be  most  likely,  by  his 
election,  to  bring  about  a salutary  change  in  the 
administration  of  the  general  government — a change 
without  which  vve  shall  be  mocked  by  the  forms, 
and  stript  of  the  substantial  benefits  of  free  institu- 
tions. 

From  the  tenor  of  this  note,  T scarcely  need  ob- 
serve that  you  are  at  perfect  liberty  to  make  such 
use  of  it  a?  in  your  discretion  may  seem  proper.  I 
am,  with  high  respect,  your  friend, 

HENRY  CLAY. 

To  governor  Thomas  Metcalfe,  gen.  Leslie  Combes, 
and  the  other  delegates  from  Kentucky  to  the  Harris- 
burg convention. 

The  letter  was  laid  upon  the  table,  and,  by  the 
unanimous  consent  of  the  convention,  ordered  to 
be  entered  upon  the  minutes  of  the  convention. 

The  president  of  the  convention,  (gov.  Barbour, 
of  Virginia),  then  rose  and  said  he  hoped  he  might 
be  permitted  to. make  a few  remarks  upon  the  mo- 
mentous subject  before  the  convention.  He  said 
his  first  choice  had  been  Henry  Clay,  and  he  had 
voted  for  him  throughout  the  whole  of  the  balloting. 
He  went  into  an  eulogium  upon  the  character  of 
that  illustrious  individual  that  produced  an  enthu- 
siastic feeling  throughout  the  convention.  1 have 
known  him  long,  said  Mr.  B.  from  his  infancy,  and 
have  been  brought  in  conflict  with  him  in  the 
councils  of  the  nation — in  many  situations  of  im- 
portant and  of  confidential  intercourse,  yet  through- 
out all  this  intercourse  I have  never  known  him  to 
make  a single  remark  that  was  not  full  of  honor, 
full  of  patriotism,  and  love  of  country.  It  W’as  not 
necessary  for  him  to  attempt  to  add  any  thing  to  the 
fame  of  such  a man  by  eulogy  or  otherwise;  he 
would  occupy  one  of  the  highest  pages  in  his  coun- 
try’s history.  There  is  nothing  little  about  him, 
•aid  Mr.  B.  he  cannot  be  made  the  corrupt  tool  of 
any  party,  and  if  he  had  been  put  in  nomination  we 
should  witness  a new  era  in  our  political  govern- 
ment. 

He  concluded  by  expressing  his  entire  confidence 
in  the  wisdom  and  patriotism  of  general  William. 
Henry  Harrison,  and  in  assuring  the  convention  of 
bis  determination  to  use  his  best  efforts  to  carry  into 
effect  the  object  of  the  convention  in  his  nomina- 
tion. 

Mr.  Leigh,  of  Virginia,  rose  amidst  the  cheers  of 
the  convention.  He  said,  if  he  had  properly  esti- 
mated the  character  ot  the  distinguished  son  of 
Kentucky,  he  would  not  be  grieved  at  the  result 
of  the  nomination.  He  had  secured  a fame  which 
would  last  as  long  as  the  world  would  stand,  and 
that  renown  was  more  in  his  eyes  than  all  the  of- 
fices that  could  be  given  him.  That  he  would  be 
satisfied,  he  had  the  utmost  assurance;  Mr.  Clay 
had  been  his  warm  and  intimate  friend,  and  he 
knew  him  well  enough  to  know  that  suefi  was  his 
character.  Mr.  L.  concluded  by  expressing  his  de- 
termination to  give  his  heart  and  hand  to  carry  out 
the  wishes  of  the  convention. 

Mr.  King,  ol  New  York,  followed.  He  said  his 
first  choice  had  not  been  made.  But  he  had  sur- 
rendered up  his  preference  with  the  belief  that  the 
choice  which  was  proposed  to  be  made  would  con- 
centrate the  greatest  strength  and  powers  against 
the  corrupt  rulers  at  Washington.  In  surrender- 
ing Mr.  Clay,  he  was  not  surrendering  him  so  as 


to  deprive  the  country  of  his  services — he  remain- 
ed a shield  in  the  senate  of  the  union  to  ward  off 
the  attacks  of  tyrants  upon  the  constitution  of  our 
country.  The  name  presented — that  of  William 
H.  Harrison — was  equally  spotless  with  that  of  the 
illustrious  individual  that  they  had  refused.  He 
would  give  it  his  cordial  support. 

Messrs.  Selden,  of  New  York,  and  Roberts,  of 
Pennsylvania,  in  eloquent  aDd  patriotic  language, 
expressed  their  hearty  co-operation  in  the  nomina- 
tion of  William  Henry  Harrison  for  president.  Al- 
though that  had  not  been  their  first  choice,  they 
had  surrendered  their  preferences  at  the  shrine  of 
their  country’s  good,  believing  that  the  success  of 
the  whig  party  and  the  overthrow  of  the  despotism 
with  which  we  are  cursed  depended  upon  the  choice 
they  had  made. 

Mr.  Owen,  of  N.  Carolina,  from  the  committee  of 
three  from  each  state  appointed  to  ballot  in  the 
state  delegation  for  vice  president,  made  the  follow- 
ing report,  viz: 

TUflt  231  votes  had  bee.p  cast  for  vice  president, 
and  thattRese  were  given  unanimously  for  John 
Tyler,  of  Virginia.  That  the  Virginia  delegation 
had  not  ballotted  for  vice  president,  and  their  rea- 
sons would  be  appreciated  when  made  known  to 
the  committee. 

Mr.  Leigh,  of  Virginia,  then  stated,  that  as  it  was 
understood  that  theVirginia  delegation  were  unani- 
mous in  their  sentiments  in  favor  of  Mr.  Tyler,  of 
Virginia,  delicacy  on  his  part  had  induced  him  to  re- 
quest that  they  would  not  ballot  at  all,  as  he  was 
himself  one  of  that  delegation. 

Mr.  Rcverdy  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  then  renewed 
the  resolution  which  had  been  offered  by  him  be- 
fore the  report  of  the  committee,  and  laid  upon  the 
table,  declaring  general  Wm.  Henry  Harrison, 
of  Ohio,  nominated  by  the  unanimous  voice  of  the 
convention  for  president,  and  John  Tyler,  of  Vir- 
ginia, for  vice  president. 

Mr.  Swift,  of  Pennsylvania,  then  rose,  and  spoke 
in  favor  of  the  resolution,  declaring  that,  although 
he  had  come  here  with  his  first  impressions  in  favor 
of  Henry  Clay',  yet  he  was  willing  to  surrender 
them  up  for  the  purpose  of  harmony.  He  had  know 
Mr.  Clay  for  thirty  years,  and  had  only  to  learn  eve- 
ry day  that  there  was  more  and  more  in  his  charac- 
ter that  was  worthy  of  admiration.  But  he  was  per- 
suaded that  Mr.  Clay  had  had  a fair  opportunity  for 
nomination,  and  that  the  proceedings  of  the  conven- 
tion had  been  all  that  his  friends  could  desire.  He 
felt  it  to  be  his  duty,  in  the  language  of  a distin- 
guished son  of  Virginia,  to  adopt  the  motto,  “union 
for  the  sake  of  the  union.”  The  nomination  should 
receive  his  cordial  support. 

Mr.  Sprague  congratulated  the  friends  ofour  coun- 
try on  the  harmony  which  pervaded  the  convention. 
Our  opponents  (said  Mr.  S.)  have  said  that  the  whig 
party  was  composed  of  such  discordant  materials 
that  they  could  never  be  harmonized;  and  upon  this 
they'  built  their  hopes.  Judging  by  themselves, 
they  had  misjudged  ns.  In  their  estimation  of  mea- 
sures and  intrigue,  they  were  not  easily  beaten;  but 
in  their  estimation  of  moral  excellence  and  patriot- 
ism, they  were  grately  at  fault.  He  thanked  heaven 
there  was  such  a thing  a3  patriotism.  With  Mr. 
Clay  and  his  friends  compromise  had  its  true  mean- 
ing. It  did  not  mean  you  must  concede  all  to  me, 
but  was  based  upon  mutual  concession,  which  was 
rendered  highly  necessary  in  order  to  harmonize 
the  feelings  of  the  majority  of  the  people  throughout 
the  union. 

He  believed  there  were  scores  of  men  amongst 
the  ranks  of  the  whig3  who  were  competent,  to  be 
at  the  head  of  this  republic,  as  there  were  scores 
amongst  the  ranks  of  the  opposition  who  were  fit 
for  the  head  of  a faction. 

Mr.  Chambersfot'  Pennsylvania,  said  he  had  come 
here  with  a first  choice  different  from  that  which 
was  about  to  be  made  by  the  convention;  that  he 
had  come  here  prepared  and  instructed  to  surrender 
those  preferences,  if  found  necessary.  Hp  was  wil- 
ling to  yield  them  in  favor  of  William  H.  Harrison, 
whom  he  valued  as  a patriot,  and  who  was  distin- 
guished as  a soldier;  and  he  would  go  into  his  sup- 
port with  all  the  energy  that  God  and  nature  had 
given  him. 

Mr.  Simmons,  of  Rhode  Island,  had  no  sacrifices 
to  make;  obedience,  he  said,  was  better  than  sacri- 
fice; and  he  heartily  concurred  in  the  sentiments 
expressed  by  the  gentleman  who  had  preceded  him. 

Mr . R.  H.  Vose,  of  Maine,  said  he  contemplated 
the  spectacle  of  patriotism  exhibited  in  the  conven- 
tion as  surpassing  any  thing  of  the  kind  he  had  ever 
witnessed.  He  was  persuaded  that  the  light  ema- 
nating from  the  counsels  of  this  great  convention 
would  pervade  the  whole  union,  and  prevail.  On 
listening  to  the  patriotic  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Leigh),  and-  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusettss,  (Mr.  Sprague),  he  was  re- 
minded of  the  controversy  between  these  two  an- 


cient republics  as  to  which  was  foremost  in  the 
struggle  for  liberty;  and,  from  the  feelings  manifest- 
ed this  day,  he  could  proudly  say  that,  if  Massachu- 
setts was  the  cradle  of  liberty,  the  old  dominion  had 
rocked  it.  He  then  referred  to  the  feelings  of  the 
delegations  from  the  empire  state  and  from  old  Ken- 
tucky, and  spoke  in  terms  of  the  highest  encomi- 
um upon  their  magnanimity  in  surrendering  their 
favorite  son  at  the  shrine  of  their  country’s  peace. 

Mr.  Burnett  said  he  could  not  refrain  from  ex- 
pressing his  cordial  assent  to  the  high  eulogiums 
that  bail  been  pronounced  upon  the  character  of 
Mr.  Clay,  but  he  desired,  before  he  sat  down  to  say 
a word  or  two  in  relation  to  W.  H.  Harrison.  He 
then  weat  into  a brief  relation  of  some  of  the  promi- 
nent features  in  the  history  of  general  Harrison’s 
life,  portraying  the  spirit  ot  patriotism  that  had  ac- 
tuated him,  when  a boy,  to  leave  his  studies,  and 
make  his  way  to  the  wilderness  of  the  west,  to  as- 
sist his  harrassed  countrymen  in  fighling  the  ene- 
mies of  his  country;  how  he  had  taken  his  knapsack 
upon  his  back,  and,  in  the  dreary  winter  of  ’91,  had 
marched  at  the  head  of  bis  little  band,  and  had  not 
left  the  field  until  he  had  buried  the  bones  of  the 
slain.  He  spoke  of  his  gallant  defence  of  Fort 
Meigs  against  the  insolent  Proctor,  who  attacked 
him  in  that  little  hut  of  mud  with  a force  infinitely 
greater  than  was  in  the  possession  of  general  Har- 
rison. 

He  related  the  answer  which  this  gallant  officer 
returned  to  general  Proctor  when  he  demanded 
the  surrender  of  the  fort  on  the  ground  of  his  supe- 
rior force:  “Tell  general  Proctor,”  said  the  fearless 
Harrison,  “that  I know  rny  strength  and  I know 
his;  if  he  takes  the  fort  he  will  take  it  in  a way  that 
will  do  him  more  honor  than  a thousand  surren- 
ders.” He  spoke  of  his  military  services  at  Tip- 
pecanoe; and  then  turned  to  his  civil  qualifications, 
which  he  represented  as  no  less  illustrious  than  hi3 
military.  He  was  a scholar,  a historian,  and  a 
statesman;  and  what  was  more — an  honest  man.  In 
proof  of  this,  Mr.  B.  referred  to  the  fact  that  gene- 
ral Harrison  had  been  in  stations  where  it  would 
have  been  perfectly  easy  to  have  made  himself  rich 
by  using  the  money  which  came  into  his  hands,  but 
on  returning  from  public  life,  he  had  returned  a 
poor  man.  Mr.  B.  went  on  at  some  length  to  draw 
the  portrait  of  this  illustrious  hero  and  statesman. 
He  said,  if  general  Harrison  went  to  Washington, 
he  went  there  without  having  any  griefs  to  avenge 
or  favors  to  bestow.  He  believed  there  was  patriot- 
ism enough  in  the  land  to  save  it,  and  he  hoped  we 
would  he  able  to  transmit  it  to  our  children  as  we 
had  received  it  from  our  fathers,  and,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  a distinguished  son  of  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Wise),  he  would  subscribe  to  the  motto,  “union  for 
the  sake  of  the  union  ” 

Mr.  J.  R.  Livingston,  of  New  York,  then  rose 
and  the  venerable  appearance  of  this  hoary  headed 
patriot,  a9*he  stood  amidst  the  cheers  of  the  audi- 
ence, bowed  down  with  years,  was  calculated  to  fill 
every  one  with  feelings  of  awe  and  veneration. — 
His  feelings  were  much  excited,  and,  although 
his  body  bears  evident  marks  of  the  ravages  of  time, 
yet  his  rnind  is  clear,  and  his  expression  verv  ani- 
mated. 

Where  am  I?  said  he.  In  Harrisbug!  What 
brought  me  here?  A love  of  country — a wish  to 
see  the  powers  that  be  prostrated,  because  I believe 
them  to  be  destructive  of  every  principle  of  good 
government.  Mr.  L.  said  he  had  been  a democrat 
since  ’98,  anil  he  had  never  been  out  of  the  harness. 
The  majority  must  govern.  This  is  the  principle 
of  democracy — faction  and  dissension  were  its  bane; 
and  as  soon  as  men  were  sn tiered  to  usurp  the  place 
of  principle,  it  was  destroyed. 

He  went  on  in  a strain  of  eloquent,  and  lucid  il- 
lustrations to  portray  the  evils  of  our  g&Yernment, 
and  expressed  his  hearty  co-operation  in  the  great 
objects  of  the  convention,  and  assured  the  conven- 
tion that  he — and,  so  far  as  he  knew,  the  entire 
whig  strength  of  New  York— would  go  entirely  for 
the  nominee. 

Gov.  Metcalfe , of  Kentucky,  followed,  and  in  a 
very  eloquent  address  passed  merited  and  high  en- 
comiums upon  the  characferof  the  son  of  Kentucky, 
(Mr.  Clay),  whom  he  said  he  had  come  there  to 
support.  But,  (said  gov.  M.)  I am  persuaded  that 
if  Mr.  Clay  had  been  here  himself,  he  would  have 
done  just  as  we  have  done.  It  had  been  his  desire, 
and  well  he  knew  if,  that  no  feelings  of  personal 
consideration  should  induce  any  to  cast  a vote  for 
him  if  it  was  at  all  calculated  to  destroy  that  har- 
mony which  was  nc-cessary  to  secure  certain  suc- 
cess. 

Gov.  M.  went  on  in  one  of  the  most  eloquent 
strains  we  have  ever  listened  to,  to  portray  the  cha- 
racter of  the  party  in  power,  and  to  show  the  way 
in  which  they  effect  their  objects. 

In  conclusion,  governor  Metcalfe  said,  in  leaving 
Mr.  Clay  and  going  for  Mr.  Harrison,  I am  but 
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stepping  from  the  side  of  one  great  and  glorious  in- 
dividual to  talce  my  stand  by  the  side  of  another — 
a very  easy  transition.  The  hunters  of  Kentucky, 
he  assured  them,  would  be  amongst  the  foremost  in 
the  contest  on  the  side  of  Harrison;  and  if  they 
were  defeated,  they  would  be  found  in  the  last  ditch. 
But  he  was  as  confident  of  success  as  he  was  that 
the  people  were  fit  for  self-government. 

Mr.  Bordman,  of  Kentucky,  followed  in  a similar 
strain. 

Mr.  Wilson,  of  New  Hampshire,  then  took  the 
floor  and  enchained  the  meeting  for  about  half  an 
hour.  He  said  he  was  from  the  rock-bound  state 
of  New  Hampshire,  which  in  time  past  was  a re- 
publican state,  but  in  these  latter  days  had  been 
given  over  to  loco  focoism. 

He  hoped,  notwithstanding  the  dark  cloud  which 
hung  over  her,  that  the  day  of  her  redemption  was 
at  hand,  and  he  thought  the  nominations  of  this 
convention  were  well  calculated  to  effect  that  ob- 
ject. He  said  they  had  been  using  arguments 
among  the  people,  but  it  appeared  to  be  rather  with- 
out effect.  They  had  the  right  kind  of  instruments, 
but  they  were  too  heavily  charged — they  over-shot 
the  mark.  He  described,  in  a very  amusing  man- 
ner, the  machinery  of  our  loco  foco  government. 
He  said  they  had  been  fighting  for  spoils,  and  that 
they  had  brought  them  when  won  to  the  great  mill, 
and  had  ground  them  out  like  a grist  for  the  use  of 
the  party;  but  when  this  was  done,  on  examination, 
instead  of  taking  the  toll,  they  had  taken  the  whole 
grist. 

He  went  heartily  for  the  nomination,  and,  though 
defeated,  would  not  leave  the  fitdd,  he  said,  tili,  like 
the  gallant  Cilley,  of  New  Hampshire,  he  was  car- 
ried away  with  the  trophies  of  victory. 

Mr.  Merrill,  of  Pennsylvania,  said  he  came  from 
a state  that  had  no  sacrifice  to  make,  and  he  could 
not  resist  the  opportunity  of  expressing  his  sense 
of  the  high  spirit  of  patriotism  which  had  induced 
some  of  the  members  of  the  convention  to  surren- 
der their  favorite  candidate.  Pennsylvania  thanked 
them,  and  would  respond  in  a suitable  manner. 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Missouri,  said  he  came  from  the 
county  of  the  great  “expunger,”  and  notwithstand- 
ing that  the  dark  clouds  of  loco  focoism  hung  over 
the  horizon,  there  were  bright  spots  which  indicated 
better  days  for  Missouri. 

He  said  Missouri  owed  much  to  general  Harri- 
son, and  she  was  not  ungrateful.  When  she  was 
in  her  infancy  struggling  to  become  a member  of 
this  great  confederacy,  general  Harrison  had  stood 
by  her,  and  placed  her  upon  sure  foundation.  It 
had  been  said  that  general  Harrison  was  poor — this 
was  a mistake — he  was  rich  in  the  affections  of  his 
country. 

Mr.  Graham,  of  Louisiana,  expressed  his  deter- 
mination to  support  the  nomination  of  the  conven- 
tion; and,  although  he  had  been  in  favor  of  Mr. 
Clay,  yet  he  would  not  yield  to  the  warmer  friends 
of  gen.  Harrison  in  admiration  of  his  virtues. 

Mr.  Holly  said  Vermont  had  never  bowed  the 
knee  to  Baal,  and  had  obtained  the  honorable  dis- 
tinction of  being  always  right.  He  said  they  would 
go  to  the  white  house  at  Washington,  (through  the 
ballot  box),  and,  as  a gallant  son  of  Vermont,  when 
lie  obtained  the  surrender  of  the  fort,  they  would 
demand  its  surrender  ‘-in  the  name  of  the  Great 
Jehovah  and  of  the  national  convention.” 

Mr.  Baldwin,  of  Virginia,  Mr.  Bates,  of  Michi- 
gan, Mr.  Huntington,  of  Indiana,  Mr.  Brunell,  and 
several  other  gentlemen,  spoke  in  favor  of  the  nomi- 
nations with  much  eloquence. 

The  following  resolution  was  offered  by  Mr.  R. 
Johnson,  of  Maryland,  and  unanimously  adopted: 

“Resolved,  Tint  this  convention  recommend  to 
the  whig  young  men  of  the  several  states  to  hold 
a whig  convention  on  the  22d  of  February,  1840.  or 
any  other  day  that  may  be  agreed  upon,  in  the  city 
of  Baltimore,  for  the  purpose  of  general  organiza- 
tion, and  to  adopt  measures  for  the  securing  of  suc- 
cess to  the  ticket  nominated.” 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  resolution 
offered  by  Mr.  Johnson,  that  William  H.  Harri- 
son, of  Ohio,  be  (he  candidate  for  president,  and 
John  Tyler,  of  Virginia,  the  candidate  for  vice 
president,  and  it  was  unanimously  adopted,  and 
received  with  acclamation  and  shouting  from  all 
corners  of  the  house. 

On  motion  of  gov.  Ovsen,  of  North  Carolina,  a 
committee  of  one  from  each  state  was  appointed  to 
inform  the  candidates  of  their  nomination. 

A vote  of  thanks  was  unanimously  given  to  the 
president  for  the  able  and  efficient  manner  in  which 
lie  had  performed  his  day,  for  which  he  returned 
his  thanks  in  an  appropriate  and  eloquent  address. 

Thanks  were  voted  to  the  reverend  clergy  for 
their  attendance  and  politeness  as  chaplains  to  the 
convention. 

The  convention  then  adjourned  sine  die  in  Ihe 
utmost  harmony  and  good  feeling. 


MR.  FOSTER’S  LETTER. 

A communication  from  Ephraim  H.  Foster,  a sena- 
tor in  the  congress  of  the  United  States  from  the 

stale  ot  Tennessee,  to  the  general  assembly  of 

that  state,  touchingcertain  instructingresolutions 

passed  on  the  I4th  Nov.  1839. 

Gentlemen:  My  determinations  in  regard  to 
the  future  occupation  of  the  seat  I have  now  the 
honor  to  hold  in  the  senate  of  the  United  States 
have  long  since  been  made  public,  and  cannot  have 
escaped  the  notice  of  those  on  whose  accordant 
opinions  1 was  all  along  resolved  it  should  depend. 
Under  ordinary  circumstances,  I should  have  free- 
ly taken  common  rumor  as  the  evidence  of  a colli- 
sion in  these  opinions;  but  the  weight  and  magni- 
tude of  the  principles  involved  in  the  bitter  con- 
flicts of  the  day,  the  doubtful  verdict  of  the  people 
on  a late  occasion,  and  the  simultaneous  remon- 
strances of  many  whistles  1 could  not  suffer  myself 
to  disregard,  have  persuaded  me  to  aid  in  making  up 
a more  solemn  and  enduring  record,  by  awaiting 
the  declarations  of  that  high  tribunal  which,  in 
long  established  usage,  claims  to  control  the  sena- 
torial vote. 

In  consenting  to  adopt  this  course,  I beg  to  dis- 
claim all  thought  of  forcing  upon  the  legislature  of 
Tennessee  an  uncecessary  or  untimely  issue;  and, 
least  of  all,  an  intention  of  dictating  to  its  members 
the  terms  upon  which  1 might  be  expected  to  re- 
main in  the  service  of  the  state.  The  acknow- 
ledged distractions  of  the  public  mind,  and  the  pecu- 
liar crisis  in  our  affairs,  added  to  the  delicate  rela 
tions  that  connect  me  with  the  representatives  of 
the  people,  will,  I trust,  secure  me  against  the  first 
imputalion.  For  the  latter,  1 can  truly  and  sincere- 
ly disavow  a sentiment  of  vanity  that  never  cross- 
ed my  bosom.  In  deep  and  unaffected  humility,  I 
confess  without  envy  the  superior  qualifications  oi 
many  who  would  feel  themselves  proudly  flattered 
by  obtaining  the  distinguished  office  now  in  my 
keeping,  amt  who,  I doubt  not,  would  hail  an  op- 
portunity of  signalizing  their  zeal  in  the  service 
of  theii  constituents.  My  great  and  only  object 
has  been — I repeat  it — to  elicit  a full  and  frank  in- 
terchange of  political  opinions,  and  thus  to  make 
up  some  indisputable  issues  for  the  future  conside- 
ration and  decision  of  the  public  mind;  and  having 
read  and  examined  the  preamble  and  resolutions 
adopted  by  a majority  of  your  honorable  body  on 
the  14th  instant,  I appear  before  you  now  in  order 
to  fulfil  the  expectations  my  voluntary  declarations 
have  long  since  created.  Before  doing  so,  however, 
I cannot  help  believing  it  due  to  my  character,  as 
I value  the  support  and  good  opinions  of  my  friends 
and  the  world,  that  1 should  state  the  reasons  which 
influence  my  course,  and  defend  the  sentiments  I 
shall  presently  avow.  Under  this  view  of  my  pe- 
culiar situation,  I confidently  claim  the  indulgence 
of  all,  but  more  especially  the  patience  and  atten- 
tion of  that  portion  of  your  honoiable  body  whose 
preponderating  counsels,  virtually  inviting  me  to 
retire  from  public  life,  have  created  the  necessity  of 
an  open,  full  and  free  defence. 

It  would  be  indecorous  in  me,  gentlemen,  and 
unbecoming,  to  criticise  the  matter,  the  dress,  or 
the  spirit  of  your  preamble  and  resolutions — the 
facts  alleged,  or  the  inferences  drawn  from  your  ar- 
ray of  facts.  If  the  right  to  instruct  be  admitted, 
the  force  of  reasodi,  and  the  common  ornaments  of 
style  and  composition,  add  nolhing  to  the  weight 
and  strength  of  your  commands;  nor  would  the  ab- 
sence of  all,  or  either  of  these,  however  palpable, 
weaken  the  obligations  of  passive  obedience. 
Whether  I admit  or  deny  this  right,  I shall  best  ac- 
quit myself  to  our  common  constituents  and  the 
country  by  treating  your  public  acts  with  the  utmost 
respect  and  politeness.  I shall  consult  the  dictates  of 
my  own  feelings  by  doing  so;  and  relying  upon  the 
attentive  hearing  and  dispassionate  judgment  of  my 
fellow'  citizens  on  the  arguments  I am  about  to  ad- 
vance, I hasten  to  submit  my  views  on  all  the  im- 
portant topics  to  which  you  have  been  pleased  to 
direct  my  mind. 

If  the  first  branch  of  your  resolutions  covered  all 
the  difference  of  opinion  that  exist  between  us,  and 
if  I were  disposed  to  save  my  station  by  the  con- 
cealment ol  thought,  I might  for  the  present  safety 
pocket  your  instructions  and  return  to  my  seat  in 
the  senate.  The  warmest  advocates  of  a national 
bank  would  not  attempt  that  measure  under  the 
hopeless  favor  ofthe  present  administration;  and  the 
jealous  apprehensions  which  induce  you  now  to 
forestall  the  senatorial  suffrage  will,  in  all  probabi- 
lity, have  entirely  evaporated,  or  lost  alltheirpow- 
er  and  influence,  long  before  it  w ould  be  my  duty  to 
act  on  the  important  subject.  This,  however,  argues 
little  or  nolhing  against  the  commendable  freedom 
which  prompts  you  to  candor  in  an  age  of  conceal- 
ment and  duplicity.  And  although  it  may  be  that 
an  envious  world  will  still  charge  or  suspect  a poli- 


tical design,  I honor  and  applaud  the  policy  which 
speaks  openly,  and  will  testify  my  sincerity  by  an 
equal  boldness. 

I am  instructed,  gentlemen,  in  your  first  resolu- 
lution,  “to  vote  against  the  chartering  of  a national 
bank,”  and  the  broad  basis  of  the  injunction  ne- 
cessarily includes  a national  bank  in  every  form  and 
under  any  modification.  I cannot  obey  this  requi- 
sition without  doing  violence  to  my  own  best  judg- 
ment and  disregarding  all  the  lessons  of  past  expe- 
rience, and  I cherfully  embrace  the  occasion  to 
submit  some  of  the  reasons  which  influence  my 
opinions  to  the  candid  consideration  of  an  impartial 
public. 

[In  order  to  make  room  for  the  residue  of  this  in- 
teresting letter,  we  omit,  as  being  already  fami- 
liar to  our  readers  generally,  the  detail  of  the  argu- 
ment in  favor  of  a national  bank.] 

Pursuing,  gentlemen,  the  same  order  of  subjects 
you  have  adopted,  T have  next  to  answer  to  a reso- 
lution which  enjoins  it  on  me  “to  vote  for  and  to 
use  all  fair  and  proper  exertions  to  procure  the 
passage  of  the  measure  brought  forward  in  the 
congress  of  the  United  States,  commonly  called  the 
sub-treasury  bill  or  independent  treasury  bill,  the 
object  of  which  was  to  separate  the  collection, 
keeping  and  disbursement  of  the  public  money 
from  all  banks,  so  as  to  make  the  money  ol  the 
United  States  independent  of  all  banks,  as  recom- 
mended by  the  president  (of  the  United  States)  in 
his  several  messages  communicated  to  the  lastcon- 
gress  of  the  United  States.”  As  Ihe  immediate 
and  pressing  importance  of  the  subject  heightens 
the  interest  of  this  particular  text,  it  might  have 
been  esteemed  an  act  of  especial  condescension  if 
your  honorable  body  had  thought  it  worth  while  to 
define  your  position  w'ilh  that  precision  which  the 
character  and  gravity  of  the  topic  so  eminently 
demand. 

In  the  first  stages  of  the  sub-treasury,  an  early 
schism  divided  to  professed  friends  of  this  favorite 
measure  of  government,  and  I have  yet  to  learn 
that  a hearty  reconciliation  has  happily  restored 
harmony  of  purpose  to  the  diverging  elements  of 
party.  The  purity  of  the  system,  as  recommend 
and  still  persisted  in  by  the  president  and  a “Spar- 
tan band”  around  him,  demands  a chaste  and  un- 
conditional “divorce”  of  bank  and  government,  and 
the  exclusive  use  of  gold  and  silver  in  the  opera- 
tions of  the  treasury.  The  rigors  of  such  an  ab- 
stemious separation  alarmed  an  imposingdivision  of 
his  friends.  They  insisted  upon  a stealthy,  un- 
stable, and  unwedded  intercourse  with  a discarded 
bride,  and,  for  aught  I know,  they  constitute  the 
strongest  flank  of  the  sub-treasury  forces.  If  I 
were  imbued  with  the  doctrines  inculcated  by  your 
resolution,  and  disposed  to  guide  my  vote  by  your 
wishes,  the  ambiguity  of  your  language  would 
leave  me  at  a loss  which  of  these  ttvo  sides  to  take. 
But  my  objections  to  both  relieve  me  of  embarrass- 
ment, and  it  only  remains  for  me  to  declare  “un- 
compromising hostility”  and  to  vindicate  my  op- 
position to  the  system  in  every  form  it  has  been 
made  to  assume. 

Since  the  memorable  revulsion  of  1837,  when 
the  sudden  and  calamitous  fall  of  prices  and  the 
general  suspension  of  specie  payments  prostrated 
trade  and  commerce,  degraded  the  currency,  and 
overthrew  all  the  boasted  but  illusory  promises  of 
government  on  the  unaided  capacity  of  the  local 
banks,  the  great  question  of  the  “collection,  safe- 
keeping and  transferring  of  the  public  inoney”has 
filled  the  largest  space  in  the  public  eye.  The  no- 
velty of  the  scheme  proposed  by  the  president,  con- 
trasted with  Ihe  wretched  condition  of  the  country 
and  the  former  prosperous  usages  of  the  treasury, 
startled  his  adversaries,  and  created  that  fatal  divi- 
sion in  the  ranks  of  his  advocates  and  supporters 
which  has  thus  far  fortunately  postponed  the  syste- 
matic organization  of  another  untried  “experi- 
ment.” My  early  conviction  against  the  sub- 
treasury  remain  unchanged,  and,  from  aught  I can 
see,  are  unchangeable.  Passing  by  the  danger  of 
important  innovations  on  the  financial  operations  of 
the  country  where  long  and  successful  practice  has 
proved  the  value  and  utility  of  any  particular  poli- 
cy, I have  other  strong  and  insuperable  objections 
to  the  system  in  question.  It  will  multiply  expen- 
ses and  increase  the  patronage  and  the  alarming 
strength  of  the  executive  arm  of  the  federal  go- 
vernment. The  cheap  and  harmless  diguise  under 
which  this  young  and  toothless  power  is  so  piously 
recommended  to  our  favor  is  a treacherous  argu- 
ment against  its  future  rapid  growth  and  dangerous 
maturity.  An  observing  eye  may  sometimes  de- 
tect future  greatness  in  small  beginnings,  and  ex- 
perience of  the  past  must  signally  deceive  us  if  the 
modest  “retinue”  of  a new  sub-treasury  does  not 
speedily  swell  into  a lengthened  train  of  pensioned 
advocates,  who  sliaii  bask  in  the  sunshine  of  exe- 
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cutive  favor,  and  feed  in  half-concealed  idleness 
on  the  fat  of  the  land.  The  history  of  this  govern- 
ment in  many  of  its  departments,  and  the  fearful 
growth  of  the  •blue  book”  from  a lew  scanty  sheets 
to  a ponderous  volume,  give  fearful  proofs  to  these 
iny  apprehensions. 

I object  to  the  sub-treasury  because,  in  the  com- 
parative insufficiency  of  any  guaranty  this  new 
swarm  of  confidential  money  keepers  can  give  the 
country,  the  public  treasure  must  always  be  inse- 
cure. If  we  could  be  unmindful  of  all  the  argu- 
ments drawn  from  the  weakness  of  human  nature, 
or  if  we  could  forget  the  divine  lesson  which 
teaches  us  to  pray  lor  deliverance  “from  tempta- 
tion,” it  still  seems  to  me  that  the  experience  of 
the  last  few  years,  bringing  with  it  multiplied  in- 
stances of  official  peculation  astounding  to  the  pub- 
lic ear,  and  without  any  precedent  in  the  history 
of  modern  nations,  should  awaken  doubt  and  in- 
spire our  fears.  And  where  now  are  these  defaul- 
ters, ignobly  illustrious  by  the  splendor  and  magni- 
tude of  their  crimes?  Where  their  ample  bonds- 
men with  the  means  of  full  restitution?  The  rob- 
ber escapes  with  his  ill-gotton  spoil,  and  all  the 
wealth  of  his  securities  does  not  return  to  the  coun- 
try a tithe  of  a tenth  of  the  loss.  They  were  sub- 
treasurers in  everything  else  but  the  name,  and 
who  is  weak  enough  to  believe  that  an  empty  title 
can  change  the  nature  of  man,  or  sanctify  his  wick- 
ed propensities? 

In  the  search  for  precedents  among  the  fraternity 
of  civilized  nations,  France  is  said  to  present  the 
best  model  of  a sub-treasury;  but  a slight  exami- 
nation of  its  parts  will  soon  convince  us  that  we 
may  copy  the  vices  without  imitating  the  excellen- 
ces of  her  system.  Her  sub-treasurers  indemnify 
the  nation  against  the  possibility  of  loss  by  a depo- 
sited' government  stocks  to  the  lull  amount  of  the 
taxes  for  which  they  are  to  account;  but  it  is  no 
crime  to  make  a free  use  of  the  revenue  whilst  it 
remains  in  their  hands,  and  the  emoluments  of 
office  consist  in  the  rich  fruits  of  speculation  pre- 
dicated upon  the  employment  of  public  money. 
Does  any  body  believe  that  the  American  people 
would  submit  to  such  a system? 

There  are,  as  I conceive,  other  vital  evils  likely 
to  grow  out  of  this  new  system,  and,  situated  as 
this  state  is,  they  are  evils  which  must  fall  with 
unmitigated  force  on  the  labor  and  industry  of  our 
constituents.  The  sub-treasury  as  proposed  and 
insisted  on  by  the  president,  let  it  always  be  re- 
membered, recommends  an  absolute  divorce  from 
banks  and  bank  paper,  and  limits  the  treasury  of 
the  United  States  in  tile  collection  and  disburse- 
ment of  the  revenue  to  the  exclusive  receipt  and 
payment  of  the  precious  metals.  If  every  man  was 
an  office  bolder,  or,  what  is  equally  absurd,  if  every 
section  of  the  republic  could  participate  ratably  in 
a public  expenditure,  which,  with  a rapid  progres- 
sive increase,  now  annually  absorbs  and  emits  an 
amount  nearly  equal  to  one-half  of  all  the  gold  and 
silver  in  the  country,  there  might  be  some  mercy 
and  plausibility  in  the  measuie.  But  the  gross 
absurdity  of  all  such  visionary  speculations  stamps 
the  whole  system  with  an  utter  want  of  justice  and 
equality,  and  invokes  us  to  resist  ttie  consumma- 
tion of  a scheme  which  may  limit  the  hopes  or 
crush  forever  the  growing  energies  of  our  country. 

A few  words  will  explain  the  thought  and  unveil 
the  latent  danger.  There  may  be  from  seventy  to 
eighty  millions  of  gold  and  silver  in  tile.  United 
States,  whilst  the  yearly  expense  of  the  govern- 
ment at  Washington  fails  but  little  short  of  half 
that  amount,  and  nearly  the  whole  of  the  latter 
sum  is  disbursed  in  the  Atlantic  states,  on  the  gulf 
of  Mexico,  and  at  our  remote  Indian  frontier.  It 
is  disbursed  at  these  distant  points,  but,  by  the  in- 
visible and  almost  inscrutable  agency  of  the  reve- 
nue laws  operating  on  trade  and  consumption,  it  is 
gathered  from  every  part  of  our  wide  and  extended 
empire — from  every  house  and  every  poll.  The 
rich  contribute  from  their  abundance,  and  the  poor, 
unknown  as  it  may  be  to  themselves,  send  in  their 
mite.  The  silent  but  searching  energies  of  a trea- 
sury which  collects  without  openly  inserting  its 
fingers  into  our  pockets,  exact  unsparing  tribute 
from  the  necessities  as  well  as  the  luxuries  of  life, 
and  the  iron,  with  the  salt  and  other  indispensable 
comforts  and  condiments  of  the  most  frugal  house- 
hold, share  this  great  public  burden  in  common 
with  the  silver  and  the  gold,  the  silks  and  the  furs, 
the  sparkling  wines,  the  costly  garments,  and  all 
the  gorgeous  splendors  of  wealth  and  affluence. 

If  these  assertions  be  true — and  no  candid  mind 
will  doubt  them — and  if  Tennessee,  in  hereafter 
contributing  her  portion  of  this  great  specie  reve- 
nue, receives  nothing  back  in  the  way  of  govern- 
ment expenditures,  will  it  not,  in  connection  with 
other  disadvantages  always  operating  on  the  pros- 
perity of  a new  country,  create  a drain  upon  the 


precious  metals  in  her  limits,  which  all  her  re- 
sources and  her  utmost  energies  cannot  sufficiently 
resist?  In  many  of  the  other  states,  the  action  of 
the  public  treasury,  like  the  repelling  pulsations  of 
the  human  heart,  may  lessen  the  danger  of  deple- 
tion by  almost  instantly  throwing  back  the  circula- 
tion upon  the  suffering  extremities;  but  where  are 
our  national  workshops,  our  arsenals,  our  armories, 
our  navy  yards,  our  countless  round  of  public 
works,  and  the  long  roll  of  officials,  aitisans  and 
laborers,  ready  to  return  upon  us,  like  a “summer’s 
cloud,”  the  genial  and  fertilizing  moisture  their  ex- 
hausting influences  have  extracted?  The  answer 
is  short.  A federal  court,  with  the  ordinary  atten- 
dants of  such  a tribunal,  the  deputies  of  the  post- 
master general,  nine-tenths  of  them  without  a 
salary,  and  at  Nashville  a “receiver  of  the  customs” 
without  a strong  box,  or  the  least  use  for  one  — 
these  are  the  “common  carriers”  between  ns  and 
the  public  exchequer,  and  they  constitute  the  sum 
of  our  hopes  upon  the  returning  bounties  of  a gold- 
en sub-treasury.  In  such  a state  of  things,  if  my 
fears  betray  me  not,  specie,  instead  of  being  the 
standard  of  value  and  the  universal  medium  of  ex- 
change, will  be  speedily  converted  into  an  article 
of  merchandise,  and,  like  every  thing  else,  will  rise 
and  tall  in  the  market  in  proportion  to  “supply  and 
demand.”  The  present  generation  has  witnessed 
the  effects  of  such  a calamity  more  than  once,  and 
the  recent  recollections  of  all  save  me  the  pain  of 
portraying  the  mischiefs  which  necessarily  follow, 
when  the  precious  metals  are  daily  fluctuating  in 
value,  and  a depreciated  bank  paper  becomes  the 
common  and  ordinary  currency  of  the  country. 

There  is  yet  another  threatening  evil  in  the  sys- 
tem, too  odious  and  too  flagrant  to  be  passed  by  in 
silence. 

It  will  create  distinctions  in  the  currency,  and 
the  better  portion  of  the  circulation  will  be  partially 
monopolized  by  those  who  live  by  the  industry  of 
others,  whilst  they  themselves  produce  nothing. 
The  officers  and  agents  of  the  general  government, 
from  the  president  of  the  U.  States  down  through 
the  long  catalogue  of  federal  dependants,  are  to  be 
provided  for  and  paid  in  the  precious  metals;  but 
is  any  one  so  silly  and  short-sighted  as  to  believe 
that  they  will  disdain  this  unequal  advantage,  and 
in  their  turn  generously  circulate  the  “glittering 
emoluments”  of  station?  Will  they  pay  the  farmer, 
the  merchant,  the  tradesman,  the  shoemaker,  the 
blacksmith,  and  all  the  scanty  wages  of  labor,  in 
the  sound  funds  received  at  the  public  treasury?  or 
will  they  seek  the  money  changer,  dispose  of  their 
gold  and  silver  at  its  superior  value  in  the  market, 
and  discharge  theii  engagements  by  the  use  of  a 
baser  currency?  Office  seldom  corrects  the  “ruling 
passion”  of  man,  and  the  universal  cupidity  of  the 
human  heart  will  readily  supply  self-taught  and  faith- 
ful answers  to  these  inquiries.  Let  us  not  deceive 
ourselves.  The  spirit  of  party  in  its  excesses,  too 
frequently  deaf  to  the  voice  of  reason,  truth  and 
justice,  may  lor  a season  temper  such  insolent  dis- 
tinctions to  the  public  feeling,  but  the  “sober  .second 
thought”  of  the  nation  will  soon  scan  the  hateful 
inequality,  and  indignantly  spurn  ttiat  policy  which 
separates  the  people  from  their  government,  and 
elevates  the  servant  at  the  expense  of  his  master. 

I could  multiply  objections,  but  content  myself 
by  stating  one  or  two  more  arguments  against 
this  untried  “experiment.”  The  operations  of  a 
sub-treasury — necessarily  obedient  to  the  irregular 
wants  of  government,  and  wholly  unconnected  with 
the  ligitimate  calls  of  commerce — would  agitate 
and  afflict  the  country  by  the  frequent  removal 
and  transportation  of  the  precious  metals.  An  In- 
dian war  at  the  south  might  weaken  and  paralyze 
the  trade  of  New  York,  New  Orleans  or  Charles- 
ton, by  withdrawing  millions  of  specie  from  those 
points,  and  precipitating  a burdensome  and  lifeless 
treasure  upon  the  swamps  and  hammocks  of  Flo- 
rida. It  would  be  a waste  of  time  to  recapitulate 
the  evils  of  such  a state  of  things,  since  a slight 
acquaintance  with  the  laws  vvl-.ich  regulate  credit 
will  teach  us  that  nothing  affects  this  great  source 
of  national  prosperity  so  fatally  as  the  sudden  dis- 
placement of  gold  and  silver.  These  last,  to  a great 
extent,  constitute  the  foundations  of  the  whole 
credit  system — a system  whose  judicious  use  dis- 
tinguishes the  present  age,  and  the  successful  ap- 
plication of  which  has  made  “aiemote  island  in  the 
northern  ocean”  the  workshop  arid  proud  arbiter 
of  surrounding  nations.  England  is  indebted,  in  a 
great  degree,  for  her  supremacy  to  a wise  combina- 
tion of  capital  and  credit,  and  she  owes  the  stabi lily’’ 
of  credit  to  the  steady  location  of  capital.  Decent 
and  repeated  demonstrations  prove  how  sensitively 
she  regards  these  weighty  considerations,  and  how 
sternly  she  checks  the  least  efflux  of  specie  from 
its  accustomed  home.  Shali  we  close  our  cars  to 
the  lessons  of  experience,  or  refuse  to  profit  our- 
selves of  the  wisdom  of  others? 


There  is  yet  another  way  in  which  we  may  dis- 
cuss this  important  subject,  and  make  its  dangers 
apparent  to  the  most  unthinking  mind.  The  ge- 
lieral  government,  as  I have  elsewhere  observed, 
collects  its  immense  revenue  by  what  politicians 
call  an  indirect  tax:  and  the  mysteries  of  a system 
which  steals  in  silent  impunity  from  unconscious 
purses  may  easily  deceive  a well-informed  com- 
munity, whilst  it  imposes  heavy  burdens  on  tlleir 
industry . The  necessary  policy  of  our  state  go- 
vernment avoids  all  subterfuge,  and  appealing  open- 
ly to  the  pockets  of  the  people,  sustains  itself  by  a 
direct  and  equal  money  tax  upon  all  the  properly  of 
the  country.  Every  citizen  pays  in  proportion  to 
his  wealth  and  means,  and  the  aggregate  amount 
may  be  made  to  correspond  in  a reasonable  degree 
with  the  wants  of  the  treasury. 

I forbear  any  commentary  upon  the  superior  ex- 
cellences of  this  system  of  taxation,  but  may  briefly 
remark,  in  passing  along,  that,  by  reaching  the  sense 
of  the  dullest  capacity  it  excites  the  watchfulness 
and  jealousy  ol  all,  and  tends  thereby,  in  an  eminent 
degree,  to  secure  the  country  against  the  official 
peculation  and  a wasteful  consumption  of  the  pub- 
lic money.  It  may  yet  be  our  duty  to  consider  if 
such  a system  would  not  promote  economy,  and 
check  the  frightful  increase  of  fraud  and  extrava- 
gance in  the  administration  of  the  general  govern-  / 
ment.  But  I return  to  the  thought  I was  pursuing. 
And  what,  let  me  ask,  would  be  the  consequences 
of  the  public  mind  if  this  legislature,  copying  the 
maxims  inculcated  by  higher  powers,  should  en- 
graft the  principles  of  the  sub-treasury  upon  our 
local  institutions,  and  decree  the  exclusive  use  of 
gold  and  silver  in  the  collection  and  disbursement 
upon  our  state  and  county  taxes?  Would  not  the  at- 
tempt excite  universal  public  indignation,  and  im- 
mortalize the  shame  ofevery  individual  who  should 
dare  to  promote  or  countenance  the  destructive 
measure?  I leave  these  interrogatories  in  the  hands 
ot  those  whose  station  implies  a knowledge  of  pub- 
lic sentiment,  and  whose  wisdom  and°goodness 
would  not.  I hope,  intentionally  injure  or  oppress 
their  constituents.  But  principle  is  immutable,  and 
there  are  no  distinctions  warranting  the  policy  in  the 
federal  government,  which  would  not  sanction  and 
compel  its  adoption  by  Tennessee  and  every  other 
state  in  the  union. 

I am  charged,  gentlemen,  in  your  third  resolu- 
tion, to  vote  in  future  against  the  provisions  of  a 
hill  introduced  before  the'senate  at  the  last  session 
of  congress,  entitled  “a  bill  to  prevent  the  inter- 
ference of  certain  federal  officers  in  elections.” 

The  principles  of  this  bill  are  denounced  as  a “vio- 
lation of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,” 
and,  with,  an  “unqualified”  condemnation  of  the 
approbation  given  by  me  to  the  measure,  I am  fur- 
ther directed  “to  use  all  fair  and  proper  exertions, 
to  prevent  the  passage  of  the  same  or  any  similar 
bill.” 

If  it  could  have  suited  the  temper  and  dignity  of 
the  legislature  to  have  delivered  a sentiment  with- 
out pointing  a rebuke,  your  senators  would  have 
been  saved  the  unmerited  censures  which  so  studi- 
ously clothed  this  pariicular  branch  of  their  in- 
structions. It  is  possible  I may  have  mistaken  the 
constitution  of  my  country  when  I gave  the  offen- 
sive vote  in  question;  nor  can  the  gray  hairs  of  my 
venerable  colleague — chastened  as  he  is  in  the  wis-  . 
dom  ol  the  law,  and  dating  an  unsullied  political 
diploma  long  before  most  of  your  honorable  body 
were  old  enough  to  have  escaped  your  horn-books 
—always  secure  him  against  involuntary  deviation. 

I speak  for  myself,  and  may  safely  answer  For  him, 
that  we  both  feel,  in  all  becoming  humility,  the  im- 
perfections and  short  comings  to  which  “all  flesh  is 
heir,”  and  from  which  the  pageantry  of  office  can 
no  more  exempt  the  members  of  your  honorable 
body  than  it  does  those  against  w hom  you  have 
been  pleased  to  level  “unqualified”  condemnation. 
Conscious,  however,  of  the  rectitude  of  my  own 
purpose,  and  freely  vouching  for  the  patriotic  mo- 
tives of  my  colleague  on  (his  as  on  all  other  occa- 
sions of  a long,  virtuous  and  eventful  public  life,  I 
appeal  for  both  of  us  from  the  harsh  denunciations 
ol  the  legislature  to  the  more  temperate  judgments 
of  a magnaffmous  people.  If  we  have  erred  at  all, 
it  was  by  supporting  and  endeavoring  to  enforce 
opinions  promulgated  by  Jefferson,  subsequenfly 
copied  and  proclaimed  by  an  illustrious  individual 
oi  our  own  neighborhood,  and  more  recently  advo- 
cated by  other  names  favorably  esteemed  -by  a ma- 
jority of  your  honorable  body,  though  less  known 
(o  fame  and  distinction.  To  run  over  the  proofs  in 
support  of  this  assertion,  would  be  to  repeat  the 
recorded  evidences  which  have  been  hut  lately 
copied  info  every  discussion  of  this  subject;  but 
the  solemn  drapery  you  have  thrown  around  the 
question  demands  this  repetition,  and  pardons  or 
excuses  I he  act. 
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One  of  the  earliest  reforms  contended  for  by  the 
republican  party  embraced  the  evils  growing  out 
of  executive  patronage  and  the  interference  of 
federal  officers  in  the  elections  of  the  people.— 
Even  before  his  elevation  to  the  presidency,  Mr. 
Jefferson  did  not  hesitate  to  declare  that  “inter- 
ference with  elections,  whether  of  the  state  or  fede- 
ral governments,  by  officers  of  the  latter,  should  be 
deemed  cause  of  removal,”  because,  as  he  added, 
“the  constitutional  remedy,  by  the  elective  princi- 
ple, becomes  nothing  if  it  may  be  smothered  by  the 
enormous  patronage  of  the  general  government.” 
Accordingly,  no  sooner  had  this  great  man  reached 
the  executive  chair,  than  he  caused  these  salutary 
doctrines  to  be  proclaimed,  and  the  instrument 
which  conveyed  his  injunctions  w'ound  up  with 
this  memorable  sentiment,  “the  right  of  any  (fede- 
ral) officer  to  give  his  vote  at  elections,  as  a quali- 
fied citizen,  is  not  meant  to  be  restrained,  nor, 
however  given  shall  it  have  any  effect  to  his  preju- 
dice; but  it  is  expected  that  he  will  not  attempt  to 
influence  the  votes  of  others,  nor  take  any  part  in 
the  business  of  electioneering,  that  being  deemed 
inconsistent  with  the  spirit  of  the  constitution  and 
his  duties  to  it.”  If,  then,  in  the  deliberate  judg- 
ment of  this  great  “Gamaliel”  of  democracy,  it  was 
“inconsistent  with  the  spirit  of  the  constitution,” 
for  federal  officers  to  “attempt  to  influence  the  votes 
of  others,  or  take  any  part  in  the  business  of  elec- 
tioneering,” and  if  he  declared  the  offence  to  con- 
stitute a just  cause  for  “removal,”  who  is  he  that 
denounces  a statute  prohibiting  the  evil  as  a viola- 
tion of  that  great  instrument  and  an  abridgment  of 
the  freedom  of  speech?”  It  is,  in  fact,  an  oppres- 
sive use  of  legitimate  powers!  The  restraint  is 
but  a condition  upon  which  every  man  may  volun- 
tarily refuse  or  accept  office,  and,  like  the  ordinary 
stipulations  of  any  other  contract,  may  be  lawfully 
enforced.  No  man  is  bound  in  this  country  to  take 
public  employment;  but  whoever  does  may  be 
equitably  compelled  to  subscribe  beforehand  and 
alter  wards  to  fulfil  all  the  injunctions  which  a high 
regard  to  the  common  welfare  may  prompt  the  le- 
gislative authority  to  interpose. 

And  what  is  the  “freedom  of  speech,”  of  which 
so  much  is  said,  and  oftentimes  so  little  understood? 
When  Mr.  Jefferson  solemnly  warned  federal  offi- 
cers not  “to  attempt  to  influence  the  votes  of 
others,”  or  to  “take  any  part  in  the  business  of 
electioneering,”  under  pain  of  “removal,”  did  he 
violate  the  constitution  by  “abridging  the  freedom 
of  speech?” 

If  it  be  true,  as  he  has  declared,  that  such  con- 
duct is  “against  the  spirit  of  the  constitution,”  may 
not  congress,  equally  with  the  president,  take  cog- 
nizance of  the  crime,  and  defend  the  “elective 
principle”  by  securing  it  “against  the  enormous 
patronage  of  the  general  government?” 

A ruffian  enters  the  halls  of  congress,  interrupts 
business  by  his  clamors,  and  insults  the  delibera- 
tions of  that  body  by  thrusting  his  voice  and  opi- 
nions into  its  counsels:  he  is  arrested  and  committed 
for  the  aggression.  Is  this  an  abridgment  of  the 
“freedom  of  speech.”  The  mercenary  wretch  who 
impiously  approaches  a member  of  the  same  as- 
sembly, and  proposes  to  touch  or  control  his  vote 
by  a bribe,  only  indulges  the  “freedom  of  speech.” 
Such  wicked  advances  have  been  more  than  once 
■made,  but  the  instant  resentment  of  an  insulted  le- 
gislature has  asserted  its  dignity  and  punished  the 
offender.  Was  this  an  abridgment  of  the  “freedom 
of  speech?”  A subordinate  in  the  army  or  navy  is 
not  permitted  to  utter  words  of  reproach  or  disre- 
spect to  a superior  officer:  nor  does  the  truth  of  ex- 
pression excuse  a breach  of  discipline,  or  secure 
his  escape  from  punishment.  Is  this  an  abridg- 
ment of  the  “freedom  of  speech?”  If,  then,  these 
necessary  and  wholesome  restraints  do  not  violate 
the  constitution — and  every  candid  mind  must  ad- 
mit that  they  do  not — can  it  be  that  congress  may 
not  lawfully  secure  the  “elective 'principle”  against 
“the  enormous  patronage  of  the  general  govern- 
ment,” by  silencing  federal  officers,  beings  of  its 
own  creation,  and  the  servants  at  will  of  the  presi- 
dent? If  nay,  then  indeed  are  we  fast  falling  back 
upon  the  worst  principles  of  the  anti-republican 
school  of  ’98,  and  it  will  not  be  many  years  now 
before  the  associated  band  of  federal  office-holders 
emboldened  by  our  submission,  animated  by  a com- 
mon interest,  and  guided  by  one  impulse — will  vir- 
tually control  the  election  and  succession  to  the 
presidency,  and  we,  “petty  men,”  may 

“Walk  under  [their]  huge  legs,  and  peep  about 

To  find  ourselves  dishonorable  graves.” 

It  was  in  a lively  fear  of  these  dangers  that  1 
gave  my  support  to  the  bill  you  now  reprobate;  and 
although  the  gross  misrepresentations  of  partisan 
leaders  beyond  your  halls  have  instilled  a wide- 
spread belief  that  the  measure  in  question — like 
the  odious  enactments  of  another  age,  still  hatefully 


remembered  by  their  titles — was  intended  to  “gag” 
the  people  or  the  officers  of  their  own  free  choice, 
nothing  is  more  false  and  untrue.  Congress  pos- 
sesses no  power  to  control  these,  nor  is  there  a fea- 
ture in  the  bill  which  hints  at  the  unwarrantable 
usurpation.  The  “alien  and  sedition  laws”  sought 
to  shield  the  officers  of  the  federal  government 
against  the  “freedom  of  speech  and  the  press,”  and 
the  indignant  murmurs  of  an  insulted  nation  repelled 
the  wanton  invasion  of  its  liberties.  The  policy 
we  are  now  discussing  reverses  the  proposition, 
and  is  designed  to  secure  our  elections  “free  and 
incorrupt”  against  the  power  of  the  president,  and 
the  influence  of  that  great  host  who  owe  their 
“daily  bread”  to  his  bounty.  The  two  principles, 
wide  apart  as  the  poles,  admit  of  no  affinities,  and 
the  sober  and  dispassionate  judment  of  the  people 
will  sooner  or  later  detect  the  differences,  and  they 
will  “fly  to  the  rescue.” 

The  election  of  president  Jackson  was  hailed  as 
a glorious  era  by  the  friends  of  reform.  In  his  ele- 
vation they  were  taught  to  believe  that  they  had 
achieved  a great  and  decisive  victory,  in  defiance 
of  the  patronage -of  the  federal  government,  and 
despite  the  power  and  influence  of  its  officers.  But 
Jackson,  like  Jefferson,  had  felt,  as  he  believed,  the 
sharp  lances  of  the  Prsetorian  bands,  the  force  of 
discipline,  and  the  weight  of  the  battle-axe;  and, 
in  a moment  of  pure  devotion  to  his  country  and  her 
institutions,  when  his  heart  was  still  warm  and  his 
wounds  unstanched,  it  was  thus  that  he  addressed 
an  admiring  people:  “The  recent  demonstration  of 
public  sentiment  inscribes  on  the  list  of  executive 
duties,  in  characters  too  legible  to  be  overlooked, 
the  task  of  reform,  which  will  require  particularly 
the  correction  of  those  abuses  that  have  brought 
the  palronage  of  the  federal  government  in  conflict 
with  the  freedom  of  elections.”  It  is  not  for  me  to 
say  how  far  this  great  assurance  was  afterwards  for- 
gotten or  performed.  But  a few  more  fleeting  years 
must  sweep  away  the  illustrious  personage  who  ut- 
tered this  truthful  quotation:  his  enemies,  with  his 
admirers,  all  of  them,  will  soon  follow.  History, 
which  has  already  recorded  the  text,  will  then  write 
her  commentary,  and  an  unbiased  and  impartial 
world  must  sit  in  judgment  upon  the  promise  and 
its  fulfilment.  “Reasons  of  state”  and  the  artful 
persuasions  of  mercenary  courtiers — those  lean  and 
hungry  vultures  that  haunt  alike  the  palaces  of 
kings  and  the  humble  tenements  of  a republican 
chief  magistrate — these  may  have  chilled  the  enthu- 
siasm that  dictated  a noble  sentiment;  but  truth  and 
principle  are  eternal,  and  can  never  change.  An 
equal  moiety,  if  not  the  largest  portion  of  your  fel- 
low citizens,  still  shout  the  patriotic  alarm — they 
rally  still  under  the  pure  white  banner  of  democra- 
cy— and  they  solemnly  admonish  you  to  disarm  the 
“janizaries”  in  time,  or  to  prepare  your  necks  for 
the  bow-siring  and  the  scimitar.  Of  these  I am 
one— humble,  I know,  but,  to  the  best  of  my  feeble 
powers,  faithful  and  true  to  the  constitution  and  the 
country.  And  from  the  elevated  platform  where  it 
pleased  your  predecessors  to  place  me — but  whence 
it  is  my  purpose  in  a few  more  short  breaths  to 
make  a voluntary  decent — I seize  a last  imposing 
opportunity  to  warn  my  countrymen  and  constitu- 
ents of  every  political  creed,  against  an  evil  that  is 
daily  sapping  and  undermining  the  citadel  of  liber- 
ty. “The  constitutional  remedy  by  the  elective 
principle  becomes  nothing  if  it  may  be  smothered 
by  the  enormous  patronage  of  the  general  govern- 
ment.” 

Your  Saxon  ancestors  of  old  England — next  to 
their  descendants  in  this  hemisphere  the  freest  na- 
tion on  earth — comprehend  the  magnitude  of  a dan- 
ger which  some  amongst  us  are  disposed  to  treat 
too  lightly.  The  jealousy  of  the  people  and  the 
stern  dignify  of  a British  parliament  have  uniform- 
ly repelled  the  least  invasion  of  the  “elective  prin- 
ciple” by  the  pensioned  officers  of  the  crown. 
They  have  pursued  the  evil  for  more  than  a hundred 
and  fifty  years,  in  every  form  it  has  assumed,  under 
every  intervening  reign,  and  against  all  opposition. 
Nor  has  it  been  that  sickly  and  hypocritical  resist- 
ance which  burns  in  the  struggles  of  party,  but  too 
often  dies  away  on  the  acquisition  of  power.  A 
British  queen,  distinguished  for  her  virtues,  adored 
by  her  subjects,  and  feared  of  crowned  heads,  was 
compelled  on  the  firm  remonstrance  of  her  “faith- 
ful commons”  to  dismiss  a confidential  servant  of 
her  household,  arid  he  a reverend  prelate  of  the 
church,  for  having  stimulated  his  friends  to  oppose 
the  election  of  a particular  candidate  for  parlia- 
ment. At  a subsequent  period,  the  first  personage 
under  the  throne,  and  the  most  popular  minister  of 
his  day,  ventured  to  say,  in  answer  to  a complaint 
of  official  interference  in  an  election,  that  he  could 
see  no  great  cause  of  alarm,  in  the  case  presented. 
Instantly,  and  from  all  sides  of  the  house,  the  in- 
dignant clamors  of  members  forced  lord  North  to 
qualify  and  explain  his  meaning,  and  without  a di- 


vision or  a dissenting  voice  the  commons  of  “old 
England”  immediately  resolved  “that  it  is  highly 
criminal  for  any  minister  or  ministers,  or  any  other 
servant  of  the  crowh  in  Great  Britain,  directly  or 
indirectly,  to  make  use  of  the  power  of  his  office 
in  order  to  influence  the  elections  of  members  of 
parliament,  and  that  an  attempt  to  exercise  that  in- 
fluence was  an  attack  upon  the  dignity,  the  honor, 
and  the  independence  of  parliament,  an  infringe- 
ment of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people,  and  an 
attempt  to  sap  the  basis  of  their  free  and  happy  con- 
stitution.” 

I have  yet,  gentlemen,  a more  memorable  record 
to  repeat,  and  if  it  carries  the  remedy  further  than 
the  warmest  advocates  of  reform  ever  yet  thought 
of  pushing  it  in  this  country,  it  certainly  proves  the 
alarming  height  to  which  the  evil  had  grown  inEngi 
land,  ana  may  warn  us  what  we  may  expect  some 
day  or  other,  unless  we  face  the  mischief  by  times, 
and  check  at  once  its  fearful  growth. 

About  the  middle  of  the  reign  of  the  third  George, 
the  interference  and  influence  of  the  officers  of  go- 
vernment in  elections  of  the  people  had  ripened 
into  an  intolerable  and  destructive  grievance. 
Banded  together  by  a common  interest,  and  backdd 
by  the  support  and  countenance  of  the  crown,  they 
were  able  at  many  points  to  turn  the  election  in 
favor  of  the  candidates  of  the  throne.  But  the 
tvhigs  of  Great  Britain  felt  the  crises,  and  met  it 
like  freemen.  They  made  a bold  rally  on  their 
strength,  and  parliament,  by  one  act,  disfranchised 
every  officer  employed  in  the  customs,  in  the  col- 
lection and  management  of  the  excise  duties,  and 
in  the  post  office,  “forty  thousand  in  number.” 
And  who  is  he,  the  friend  of  his  country,  without 
being  the  slave  of  party — who  is  he  that  does  not 
see  in  the  present  tendency  of  this  abuse  the  most 
destructive  and  ruinous  consequences?  Whilst  we 
are  gravely  spliting  straws,  and  balancing  doubtful 
and  subtle  questions  of  constitutional  law,  an  or- 
ganized force  of  a hundred  thousand  disciplined  of- 
fice holders,  headed  by  one  chieftain,  protected  by 
his  bounty,  and  controlled  by  the  hand  that  feeds 
them,  are  silently  marching  to  the  onslaught.  The 
enemy  is  upon  us,  and  we  wake  not;  neither  do  we 
stir.  So  Samson  slept  in  the  embraces  of  a treach- 
erous female  until  he  was  shorn  of  his  strength, 
and  delivered  over  in  cords  lo  the  hands  of  Philis- 
tines. The  giant’s  fate  forebodes  our  future  desti- 
ny, and  distant  nations  may  applaud  the  heroism 
which,  in  one  great  act  of  self-destruction,  crushes 
the  oppressor  and  the  oppressed  beneath  one  common 
ruin:  but  posterity  will  weep  over  the  broken  co- 
lumns and  scattered  fragments  of  the  fairest  temple 
of  freedom  the  world  has  ever  yet  beheld. 

Your  fourth  resolution,  gentlemen,  important  in 
all  its  bearings,  present  to  the  consideration  two 
subjects  of  distinct  import.  They  were  both  of 
them  elaborately  discussed  in  the  senate  at  the  last 
session  of  congress;  and,  without  a distinct  recol- 
lection of  the  fact,  an  impression  remains  on  my 
mind  that  I voted  against  a proposition  to  distribute 
among  the  states  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands.  However  this  may  be,  (and  l am  by 
no  means  certain)  I am  sure  I did  not  intend  to  com- 
mit myself  for  or  against  the  policy  without  more 
mature  deliberation  and  consultation,  and  so  ex- 
pressed myself  repeatedly  when  the  measure  was 
pending  before  the  senate.  Subsequent  reflections 
have  given  a firmer  bias  to  previous  unsettled  opi- 
nions, and  I am  now  determined  to  advocate  the  dis- 
tributing policy.  The  spirit  of  enterprise — in  its 
excess,  a crying  evil  of  the  day — has  involved  the 
states,  most  ot  them,  in  heavy  pecuniary  obliga- 
tions. Tennessee  is  already  in  the  vortex,  and, 
without  some  legislative  interposition,  she,  too,  will 
soon  owe  her  millions.  Without  intending,  then, 
in  any  thing  I am  saying,  to  favor  or  condemn  the 
wisdom  or  necessity  of  creating  heavy  responsibili- 
ties, which  may  prove  a blessing  nr  a curse  to  our- 
selves and  posterity,  I may  be  permitted  to  express 
my  fears  lest  the  means  set  apart  for  that  great  and 
essential  object  will  not  always  prove  sufficient  to 
meet  the  interest  on  our  great  and  increasing  state 
debt.  In  such  an  event,  the  fearful  question  must 
arise,  will  the  people  consent  to  pay  a tax  to  dis- 
charge this  interest?  The  magnitude  of  this  ques- 
tion, and  the  consequences  of  a decision  either  w'ay, 
should  never  be  lost  sight  of  by  those  who  partici- 
pate in  the  management  of  public  affairs,  or  take 
an  interest  in  the  character  and  prosperity  of  the 
state.  Looking  forward,  therefore,  to  such  a crisis 
as  not  altogether  improbable  under  our  present 
policy,  it  has  occurred  to  me  as  a measure  of  pru- 
dence, to  regard  the  public  domain,  or  our  just  share 
of  its  proceeds,  as  our  only  certain  resource  against 
any  future  calamity  emanating  from  an  improvident 
and  unmanageable  state  debt. 

There  is  yet  another  powerful  persuasion  that 
prompts  me  to  favor  a distribution  of  the  proceeds 
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of  the  public  lands.  The  situalion  of  the  central 
inland  states  deprives  them  of  any  Just  participa- 
tion in  the  expenditures  of  the  geneial  government; 
whilst  the  same  cause  does  not  exempt  them  from 
contributing  their  share  to  the  great  federal  revenue 
out  of  which  these  expenditures  are  supplied.  It  is 
not  possible,  I admit  under  our  financial  system,  to 
make  an  accurate  calculation  of  the  amount  of  taxes 
annually  paid  by  the  people  of  Tennessee  into  the 
treasury  of  the  United  States.  But  I have  explain- 
ed, in  another  place,  the  manner  in  which  these 
taxes  are  collected;  and,  if  we  estimate  the  amount 
by  a comparative  view  of  wealth  and  population,  it 
cannot  fall  short  of  a million  of  dollars.  Yearly, 
then,  do  we  pay  into  the  treasury  of  the  government 
at  Washington  this  enormous  sum  of  money;  and, 
though  few  perhaps  know  the  tact,  or  stop  to  cal- 
culate the  cost,  it  is  a constant  drain  upon  our  re- 
sources, and  abstracts  from  our  sweat  and  our  toils, 
by  increasing  the  price  of  our  salt  and  our  iron,  our 
sugars  and  our  spices,  and  almost  every  article  we 
use  or  consume.  For  all  this  we  have  no  pecunia- 
ry return — literally  none.  Not  so  with  many  other 
states.  In  times  ol  peace,  the  federal  government 
expends  more  public  money  in  the  city  of  N.  York 
alone  in  one  year  than  falls  to  the  lot  of  Tennessee 
in  fifty.  Thither  and  to  other  distant  points  go  all 
the  taxes  we  pay,  and  there  it  is  lavished  upon  the 
profligate  hirelings  of  power,  or  poured  down  in 
golden  showers  on  the  labor  and  industry  of  stran- 
gers. Who  is  he  that  reflects,  and  does  not  see  the 
oppressive  inequality  of  such  a state  of  things? — 
When  pay  day  comes,  we  are  told  in  fraternal  ac- 
cents that  we  are  one  household;  but  when  the 
bounties  of  the  family  chest  are  to  be  distributed, 
the  “lion’s  share”  falls  to  an  older  brother — the 
crumbs  and  the  bones  are  ours.  And  now  that  it 
may  be  in  our  power  to  apply  a partial  corrective 
to  these  evils,  shall  we  turn  our  backs  upon  an  in- 
nocent and  constitutional  remedy,  and  proudly  scorn 
the  invitations  of  lortune? 

A distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands 
— and  against  which  we  may  be  raising  an  unthink- 
ing voice — would,  in  the  worst  of  times,  return  to 
the  people  of  Tennessee  several  hundred  thousand 
dollars  a year;  it  would  give  them  some  slight  re- 
compense for  the  unequal  expenditure  of  the  public 
money;  it  would  create  at  once  a certain  resource 
for  the  future  payment  of  the  principal  and  interest 
of  a threatening  state  debt;  or  if,  happily,  it  should 
not  be  required  for  these  last  great  objects,  it  would 
bring  an  invaluable  acquisition  to  the  “common 
school  fund,”  and  thus,  perchance,  enable  us,  in  a 
few  years,  to  carry  the  blessings  of  education  to  the 
door  of  every  family  in  the  state.  These  are  mo- 
mentous subjecls,  worthy  of  all  consideration. — 
They  have  engaged  my  earnest  thought,  and  “from 
the  lights  before  me”  1 do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  I 
am  well  determined  to  repudiate  your  opinions,  and 
to  join  myself  to  that  great  body  of  our  fellow-citi- 
zens who  would  decree  a distribution  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  public  lands  for  the  great  purposes  of 
education  and  inlernal  improvement. 

In  approaching  the  second  proposition  embraced 
in  your  fourth  resolution,  I ought  perhaps  to  begin 
my  remarks  by  acknowledging  the  unexpected  ho- 
nor I feel  on  finding  myself,  for  the  first  time,  agree- 
ably seated  on  the  same  political  platform,  side  to 
side  with  that  majority  of  your  honorable  body  who 
voted  my  bill  of  instructions.  I am  directed  “to 
vote  for  and  use  all  fair  and  proper  exertions  to  pro- 
cure the  passage  of  a law  for  the  graduation  and  re- 
duction of  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  and  for 
granting  pre-emption  rights  to  the  occupant  settlers 
thereon.” 

If  we  happily  understand  alike  the  principles  of 
this  political  text,  the  only  difference  between  us 
will  consist  in  the  difficulty  of  settling  the  seniority 
of  our  commissions  in  the  great  cause  of  benevo 
lence  and  humanity.  I do  not  state  the  fact  for  the 
particular  information  of  your  honorable  body,  as  it 
might  be  rude  in  me  to  suppose  my  instructors  ig- 
norant of  the  acts  of  a public  servant  whose  path 
they  have  so  condescendingly  stooped  to  enlighten, 
but  I desire  to  notify  the  less  observing  among  our 
constituents  who  may  chance  to  read  your  commu- 
nication and  this  reply,  that,  at  the  last  session  of 
congress,  my  honored  colleague  and  mysplf  did 
•‘vote  for  and  use  all  fair  and  proper  exertions  to 
procure  the  passage  of  a law  for  the  graduation  and 
reduction  of  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  and  for 
granting  pre-emption  rights  to  the  occupant  settlers 
thereon,”  and,  moreover,  that  such  a bill  passed  the 
senate  of  the  United  States  with  our  recorded  votes 
in  its  favoV.  If,  with  the  presumed  knowledge  of 
this  fact,  it  was  still  the  desire  of  your  honorable 
body  to  “make  assurance  doubly  sure,  and  take  a 
bond  of  fate,”  1 respectfully  decline  the  humiliating 
obligation.  I will  not  chain  down  an  opinion,  how- 
ever honest,  or  forswear  both  reason  and  experience 


in  my  future  course  on  so  great  and  grave  a subject. 
Should  I become  satisfied  hereafter  that  the  huma- 
nity of  the  measure  is  evaded  or  defeated;  that  the 
poor  (as,  unfortunately  for  them,  is  too  often  the 
case)  are  unwittingly  made  the  instruments  of  the 
rich;  that  the  helpless  or  the  thoughtless  indigent 
are  sowing  golden  harvests  for  the  greedy  specula- 
tor, and  that  the  public  domain  is  fast  evaporating, 
without  benefiting  honest  labor  and  humble  industry, 

1 should  at  once  give  my  feeble  aid  in  correcting 
the  abuse  or  arresting  the  law,  and  I should  do  so 
with  or  without  the  advice  of  any  mortal  tribunal. 

By  your  leave,  gentlemen,  l could  give  some 
solid  proofs  of  my  respect  for  the  interest  of  the  oc- 
cupant, which,  however,  they  may  be  shaded  or 
eclipsed  by  the  bright  and  commendable  zeal  you 
are  displaying,  may,  nevertheless,  excuse  me  the 
vanity  of  asserting  that  I am  “an  older”  if  not  a 
“better  soldier”  in  the  cause  of  humanity  than  most 
of  those  who  are  now  reading  me  lessons  of  chari- 
ty and  benevolence. 

Thrice  within  the  last  thirteen  years  have  I been 
called  by  my  countrymen  to  a seat  in  the  legislature 
of  Tennessee,  and  as  often  has  been  my  privilege 
in  my  place  there  to  support,  advocate,  and  defend 
the  claims  of  the  occupants  residing  south  of  the 
rivers  French,  Broad  and  Holston.  There  is  at  least 
one  witness  in  your  honorable,  body,  who,  if  he  will, 
can  bear  me  evidence  how  ardently  and  sincerely 
I stood  forward  for  this  much  injured  people;  and 
there  are  others  not  far  off  who  know  that,  in  more 
than  one  important  crisis  of  their  fortunes,  my  in- 
strumentality aided  not  a little  in  securing  the  pas- 
sage? of  measures  designed  to  alleviate  their  bur- 
dens and  to  remove  the  hardships  under  which  they 
were  rapidly  sinking.  During  the  same  period,! 
uniformly  urged  and  supported  every  proposition 
brought  forward  for  the  reliefof  the  purchasers  and 
settlers  in  the  Hiwassee  district;  and  1 voted  for 
every  legislative  measure  calculated  to  protect  and 
secure  the  occupant  within  the  congressional  reser- 
vation. The  best  moments  of  a short  public  career 
in  the  senate  of  the  United  States  were  dedicated 
to  the  service  of  this  latter  class  of  my  fellow  citi- 
zens; and  if  the  most  faithful  devotions  to  their 
cause,  in  my  place  and  out  of  it,  could  have  pur- 
chased for  them  their  humble  homes,  they  would 
now  be  free  and  happy.  And,  however,  the  par- 
ticular gravity  of  this  occasion  may  rebuke  file  di- 
gression, I must  risk  the  freedom,  and,  in  the  part- 
ing accents  of  a friend  who  has  always  stood  by 
and  never  will  desert  them,  I hail  these  sufferers 
with  bright  and  lively  hopes  in  the  future.  I bow 
in  voluntary  submission  to  the  political  ascendency 
which  dismisses  me  from  public  employment,  but  I 
invite  them  still  to  look  upward  and  forward.  The 
foundations  of  their  peace  are,  I hope,  surely  laid, 
and  with  seasonable  exertions  on  the  part  of  their 
public  servants,  it  cannot  be  long  now  before  the 
prison  gates  are  thrown  open  and  the  weary  cap- 
tives set  at  liberty. 

I am  enjoined,  gentlemen,  by  your  fifth  resolu- 
tion, “to  vote  for  and  use  all  fair  and  proper  exer- 
tions to  procure  the  passage  of  a law  repealing  the 
duties  on  imported  salt.”  The  policy  and  the  pro- 
priety of  this  injnction  are  no  doubt  recommended 
to  the  sympathies  of  the  general  assembly,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  universal  necessity  of  the  a;  tide 
in  question.  As  an  indispensable  ingredient  in  the 
consumption  of  all,  and  a substance  not  to  be  lost 
sight  of  in  the  successful  growth  of  stock,  or  in 
the  advancement  of  other  branches  of  husbandry, 
I agree  with  you  that  it  should  not  be  subject  to 
any  tax  whatever.  The  duty  ar  this  day  is,  com- 
paratively speaking,  a trifle — if  my  memory  de- 
ceives me  not,  but  seven  cents  a bushel — and 
though  it  be  true  that  the  price  of  salt  is  much 
higher  now  in  our  own  markets  than  it  often  was 
when  the  tax  was  triple  its  present  rate,  and  the 
costand  difficulty  of  transportation  equally  embar- 
rassing, yet  these  reflections  should  not  discourage 
us  in  pushing  a principle  which  abolishes  an  odious, 
if  not  an  enhancing  tax.  The  only  plausible  ob- 
jection f can  see  arises  from  the  supposed  stipula- 
tions of  the  “compromise  act,”  and  a distinguished 
and  inexorable  leader  of  the  Carolina  school,  if 
I mistake  not,  at  last  congress,  opposed  the  pre- 
sent repeal  of  the  duty,  mainly  on  ttiat  ground. 
This  consideration,  however,  did  not  have  the  same 
influence  on  the  judgment  of  my  honorable  col- 
league. He  voted  to  abolish  the  duty,  and  I dare  say 
I should  have  joined  with  him,  but  ior  accidental 
absence  from  my  seat  when  the  salt  bill  was  before 
the  senate. 

But  there  are  other  things  in  this  short  catalogue 
of  the  wants  of  the  poor,  which,  as  it  seems  to  ine, 
should  likewise  engage  our  consideration,  and  claim 
our  notice  and  defence.  I emulate  the  zeal  which 
warms  generous  bosoms,  and  woidd  lower  the  price, 
by  reducing  or  removing  the  duty  from  that  essen- 


tial article,  which  imparls  sharpness  and  durability 
to  the  laboring  man’s  plough,  whilst  at  the  same 
time  it  gives  point  to  his  axe  and  his  hoe,  and  nails 
out  the  piercing  winds  of  winter  from  his  humble 
habitation.  I would  touch  too,  with  the  same  ten- 
der regard,  that  tax  which  swells  the  cost  of  many 
other  commodities,  and  which,  however,  they  may 
be  at  times  the  choice  of  the  rich,  fall  fioin  neces- 
sity to  the  invariable  lot  of  the  poor.  To  this  class 
I assign  coarse  wool,  coarse  woollen  cloths  and 
felts,  with  cotton  textures  of  similar  quality;  and 
now  that  the  period  approaches  when  we  are  to 
anticipate  a thorough  and  equitable  revisal  of  our 
whole  system  of  duties  and  imposts,  it  is  well  for 
us  to  break  silence,  and  demand  a just  alleviation 
in  behalf  of  all  these  important  interests. 

I have  reached  at  length,  gentlemen,  your  sixth 
and  last  resolution;  and  happy  on  finding  myself  so 
near  the  close  of  a tedious  but  necessary  discussion, 

I shall  dismiss  the  whole  subject  in  a few  more 
brief  remarks,  and  leave  the  decision  in  the  hands 
of  that  great  tribunal — our  common  masters — whose 
unappealable  decrees  no  public  man  can  prudently 
contemn  or  safely  disregard. 

I am  instructed  by  this  resolution  “to  support,  in 
good  faith,  the  leading  measures  and  policy  as 
brought  forward  and  advocated  by  the  present  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  and  to  use  all  fair  and 
proper  exertions  to  carry  out  and  accomplish  the 
same.” 

There  is  in  the  wording  of  this  injunction  a lati- 
tude of  expression  which  leaves  an  inquiring  mind 
to  travel  about  in  painful  uncertainty,  not  exactlv 
knowing  on  what  particular  points  it  is  expected  to 
rest,  or  where  it  may  be  permitted  to  confess  and 
avoid,  traverse  or  deny,  [f  it  was  the  desiern  of  the 
vague  statement  simply  to  condense  all  that  had 
been  previously  uttered,  and  no  more,  my  answer  is 
already  recorded  and  need  not  be  repeated.  Or  if 
the  broad  and  unlimited  texture  of  the  sentence  wa3 
intended  to  coinptehend  every  measure  of  the  presi- 
dent which  might  have  been  forgotten  or  overlooked 
ill  the  draught  of  your  resolutions,  I am  not  dispos- 
ed to  embrace  or  resist  “air  drawn”  shadows,  and 
respectfully  request  that  my  silence  may  not  be  con- 
strued into  the  admission  or  rejection  of  any  unde- 
fined principle.  But  if  something  more  than  all  this 
was  meant;  and  if  it  was  the  purpose  of  your  hono- 
rable body  to  instruct  a senator  of  the  sovereign 
people  of  Tennessee  to  support  not  only  the  present, 
but  all  future  “leading  merfsures  and  policy,  as 
brought  forward  and  advocated  by  the  president  of 
the  United  States,”  a few  words  will  comprise  my 
short  but  firm  reply:  I had  as  soon  be  the  servant  of 
the  president  as  his  senator.  The  livery  which  decks 
the  menial  of  the  “white  house”  would  sink  to 
deepest  depths  his  self-degraded  brother  of  the  “ca- 
pitol,”  and  the  wide  difference  of  stations  would  not 
sufficiently  measure  the  difference  of  dishonor. 

Having  now  examined,  gentlemen,  all  the  princi- 
ples set  forth  in  your  resolutions  with  the  utmost 
freedom  and  good  feeling,  and  with  as  much  regard 
to  brevity  as  the  great  importance  of  the  text  would 
allow,  it  only  remains  for  me  to  seal  the  sincerity  of 
my  past  declarations,  by  placing  the  office  I hold  at 
the  pleasure  and  command  of  your  honorable  body. 
When  I was  first  called  to  its  functions  by  the  voice 
of  your  predecessors,  my  political  opinions,  corres- 
ponding with  theirs,  were  supposed  to  accord  with 
the  judgment  and  decision  of  the  people;  and  I con- 
sented to  assume  the  duties  of  an  arduous  station 
with  all  the  agreeable  anticipations  this  happy 
union  of  thought  and  sentiment  so  eminently  inspir- 
ed. If  recent  developments  are  calculated  to  weak- 
en these  gratifying  convictions,  or  if  a sudden  and 
unexpected  revolution  in  popular  feeling  has  revers- 
ed the  friendly  and  reciprocal  views  which  so  lately 
allied  me  to  my  immediate  constituents  and  the  pub- 
lic, honor  and  conscious  rectitude,  forbid  me  to  sti- 
pulate for  terms  of  office  by  a change  of  position. 
I surrender,  without  personal  regret,  a trust  which, 
under  circumstances,  I could  not  hope  to  retain 
without'reproacb,  and  now  deliver  to  the  represen- 
tatives of  the  people  the  commission  I have  the 
honor  to  hold  in  their  service.  It  reached  my  hands 
without  stain  of  corruption,  and  returns  to  its  source 
without  a blot  of  hishonor. 

I cannot  conclude  this  solemn  act  without  uniting 
with  good  men  of  every  political  denomination  in  a 
fervent  prayer  for  the  preservation  of  our  blessed 
civil  institutions;  that  they  may  still  be  sustained 
amid  the  bitter  strife  of  party,  and  against  the  vio- 
lent shocks  they  seem  destined  to  encounter;  and 
that  we,  in  our  turn,  may  transmit  to  posterity,  in 
unimpaired  value,  the  rich  inheritance  bequeathed 
to  us  by  a noble  and  gallant  ancestry.  I have  the 
honor,  gentlemen,  to  subscribe  myself,  with  high 
consideration,  your  obedient  servant, 

EPHRAIM  II.  FOSTER. 

November  15,  1833. 
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Anthracite  region.  The  three  principal  Pennsylva- 
nia anthracite  regions,  Schuylkill,  Lehigh  and  Lacka- 
wana,  have  shipped  this  season  776, 000  tons  of  coal, 
which  is  50,000  more  than  last  year,  but  8S,000  less 
than  in  1837.  The  Schuylkill  amount  is  double  the 
Lehigh,  and  the  Lehigh  about  double  the  Lackawana. 

Anthracite  iron.  The  Pottsville  Journal  announces 
the  shipment  from  that  place  of  the  first  load  of  anthra- 
cite iron — fifty-four  tons  and  ten  hundred  weight — 
from  Lyon’s  anthracite  iron  furnance. 

Amherst  college.  The  annual  catalogue  exhibits  the 
following  number  of  students — seniors  47;  juniors  43; 
sophomores  41;  freshmen  33.  Total,  169. 

Coal.  The  shipments  of  coal,  from  the  Schuylkill 
coal  regions,  during  the  present  season,  up  to  last 
Thursday,  amounted  to  7,976  boat  loads,  being  425,370 
tons. 

Cotton  crop.  Great  efforts  are  making,  in  England, 
to  supersede  American  cotton.  It  is  contended  that 
British  India  is  capable  of  growing  cotton  to  the  ex- 
tent necessary  for  the  consumption  of  Great  Britain. 
The  average  export  from  India,  for  some  years,  has 
been  one  thousand  million  pounds.  However,  we  think 
our  planters  need  be  under  no  apprehension  of  want- 
ing a market  for  their  staple,  even  if  Great  Britain  should 
succeed  in  cultivating  a sufficient  quantity  for  her  own 
use,  in  her  own  domains.  Russia  and  the  northern 
nations  of  Europe  have  just  learned  that  cotton  forms 
a more  agreeable  garment  in  a cold  climate  than  linen, 
and  is,  withal,  much  cheaper.  We  can  at  least,  do  as 
well  without  father  Bull  as  he  can  do  without  us. 

[Pittsburg  Advo. 

The  growth  of  cotton  in  Egypt,  in  1833,  amounted 
to  50,00U  bales,  of  which  49,00u  were  maho  cotton  and 
41X)  Sea  Island.  During  the  first  six  months  of  1839, 
the  following  quantities  of  maho  cotton  were  exported 
from  Alexandria,  viz:  to  Marseilles  7,754  bales,  to  Li- 
verpool 4,912,  Trieste  3,371,  Leghorn  2,642,  Antwerp 
19,979  bales.  On  July  1,  there  remained  in  the  go- 
vernment stores  36,600  bales  of  maho  cotton.  The 
price  of  this  article  in  Egypt  is  17  talaries  per  quintal 
of  100  rotolis,  and  at  Marseilles  1301'.  28c.  per  kilo- 
gramme. The  rotoli  equals  455  grammes.  The  talari 
worth  5f.  5c. 

Egyptian  cotton.  The  exports  of  cotton  from  Egypt 
for  the  present  year  will  amount  to  sixty  thousand  bales 
of  three  hundred  and  fifty  pounds.  Of  this  quantity 
there  are  five  hundred  bales  of  Sea  Island  cotton, 
which  the  pasha  has  introduced  into  Egypt.  The  rest 
is  of  the  quality  called  maho , from  a triennial  plant  or 
cotton  tree,  which  lasts  three  years.  Egyptian  cotton, 
from  the  length  of  its  staple  and  fineness,  commands 
the  next  highest  price  to  our  Sea  Island.  It  sells  for 
sixteen  dollars  the  hundred  in  Alexandria. 

Erie  canal  open.  The  Erie  canal  is  open  for  nearly 
the  whole  distance,  and  there  is  a prospect  that  it  will 
be  again  navigable  the  present  season. 

Flour.  The  Deyton  Journal  states  that  a contract  to 
deliver  l,00tl  barrels  of  Hour  at  $3  62  1-2  has  been  made 
by  a miller  of  that  vicinity.  The  Middletown  (O.)  Mail 
states  that  a lot  of  corn  was  sold  in  Hamilton  last  week 
at  25  cents  per  bushel,  and  that  another  lot  could  not 
find  a purchaser  at  that  price.  In  the  rich  corn  dis- 
trict of  Missouri,  12  1-2  cents  per  bushel  is  now  the 
standing  price.  [ Cleveland  Herald. 

The  Western  papers  generally  notice  the  fall  of  pro- 
duce. The  Massillon  (Ohio)  Gazette  of  the  22d  ult. 
quotes  wheat  at  50  cents,  and  but  little  money  to  pur- 
chase it  with  at  that  price.  Oats  from  15  to  20  cents. 

Gold  mine.  An  extensive  gold  mine  is  said  to  have 
been  discovered  in  Randolph  county,  Alabama  state. 
In  a single  day  gold  to  the  amount  ot  $4,000  had  been 
obtained.  One  lump  was  found  worth  over  $320.  It 
is  supposed  to  be  the  richest  in  North  America. 

Horrible  lynching.  The  Southern  Miss.  Sun  of  the 
19ih  ult.  says:  Crook  and  Carter,  who  were  confined 
in  the  jail  of  Scott  county  for  murder,  have  been  taken 
by  force  from  prison  by  some  of  the  citizens  of  that 
county  and  hung!  It  will  be  recollected  that  they  once 
made  their  escape  from  the  jail  and  were  retaken. — 
They  were  brought  to  Rankin  county  two  or  three 
weeks  since  for  trial,  but  remanded  for  want  of  some 
testimony.  The  people  have  taken  the  law  into  their 
own  hands,  and  executed  them  wilhout  a trial. 

Importations.  The  value  of  goods  exported  from 
Great  Britain  to  this  country  t.-i  1833,  is  estimated  at 
ninety  millions  ol  dollars. 

Journal  of  the  Franklin  institute,  edited  by  D.  P. 
Jones,  M.  D.  Philadelphia.  We  are  indebted  to  Mr. 
N.  Hickman  for  a copy  of  the  November  number  of 
this  valuable  publication.  It  is  replete  with  matter  of 
interest  to  the  scientific  reader.  Amongst  them  an 
analysis  of  the  anthracite  and  iron  ores  found  in  Lu- 
zerne and  Northampton  counties,  Pennsylvania,  by 
professor  Johnson;  a practical  description  of  die  Da- 
guerreotype process,  by  Daguerre,  &e. 

Land  Sale.  The  late  land  sales  at  Milwaukie  which 
closed  on  the  20th_  ult.  produced  the  sum  of  one,  hun- 
dred and  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  all  of  which  it 
is  said  was  paid  by  the  settlers.  The  sale  continued 
two  weeks  only. 

Louisiana,  crops.  The  New  Orleans  True  Ameri- 
can of  the  5 h instant  says:  “It  is  calculated  by  many 
conversant  with  the  subject,  that  the  present  crop  of 
sugar  will  reach  85  to  99,000  hogsheads,  whilst  the  cut- 


ton  crop  will  not  fall  short  of  1,800,000  bales.  The 
editor  of  the  Baton  Rouge  Gazette,  who  has  been  on 
a tour  through  Mississippi,  thus  remarks:  “The  crops 
of  cotton  are  unusually  fine.  It  is  thought  that  they 
will  make,  throughout  the  state,  one-third  more  this 
year  than  they  did  last.” 

The  Attakapas  (La.)  Gazette  of  the  9th  instant, 
states  that  the  planters  for  the  last  two  weeks  have 
been  grinding  cane,  and  that  the  quality  of  the  sugar 
made  is  of  ibe  best  qualily.  The  cane  also' yields  well, 
and  the  wLLher  is  extremely  favorable. 

The  cotton  of  St.  Marlin  is  also  described  as  of  the 
very  best  quality,  and  the  crop  abundant,  at  least,  one 
third  more  than  last  year. 

The  same  paper  estimates  the  aggregate  value  of  the 
sugar,  cotton,  and  beef  cattle,  raised,  in  the  three  towns 
of  St.  Martin,  St.  Mary’s  and  Lafayette  (La.)  the  pre- 
sent season,  at  two  millions  of  dollars. 

Mammoth  barrel  of  four.  It  will  be  remembered  that 
col.  Meacham,  of  Oswego  county,  a few  years  since 
presented  our  corporation  a mammoth  cheese,  which 
was  sold  in  small  parcels  at  auction  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Firemen’s  Benevolent  association,  and  a large  fund 
was  realized  from  that  source.  Our  firemen  have  now 
employed  Mr.  Emerson  to  manufacture  a mammoth 
barrel  of  flour,  which  they  intend  to  present  to  the  libe- 
ral donor  of  the  cheese.  It  weighs  a ton,  and  is  pro- 
bably as  large  a vessel  as  was  ever  packed  with  that 
article.  Did  not  the  colonel  understand  the  manage- 
ment of  mammoths,  he  would  be  puzzled  to  know  how 
to  dispose  of  the  unwieldy  mass.  [Rochester  Dem. 

The  Methodists.  The  Methodist  church  has  increas- 
ed 8,700  in  the  state  of  Indiana,  during  the  last  year. — 
I’he  Methodists  are  a flourishing  body  of  Christians, 
and  are  on  the  increase  in  every  section  of  the  union. 

Montauk  Indians.  King  David,  (known  ps  Hanni- 
bal), at  East  Hampton,  L.  I.  has,  with  his  squaw,  been 
burned  to  death  in  their  wigwam  on  Saturday.  Thus 
perisheth  the  last  of  the  royal  line  of  the  Montauks, 
long  since  dwindled  to  a few  basket  making  miserable 
half-breeds. 

Michigan.  The  whigs  of  Michigan  had  a celebra- 
tion and  dinner  in  Deiroit  on  Monday,  the  25ih  ult.  in 
honor  of  their  recent  triumph. 

New  Orleans.  The  New  Orleans  True  American 
states  that  during  the  week  ending  on  the  29th  ult. 
about  ten  thousand  persons  arrived  in  that  city. 

Ohio  river.  The  Wheeling  Times,  of  the  7th  and 
Cincinnati  Republican,  of  the  5th  December,  represent 
the  river  as  in  fine  navigable  order. 

For  Oregon.  A number  of  young  men  at  Portland, 
Maine,  are  getting  up  a company  to  go  to  the  Oregon 
territory. 

The  ophthalmia  prevails  among  the  children  at  the 
Philadelphia  almshouse,  and  we  learn  that  eighteen  or 
twenty  of  them  have  lost  one  eye  by  this  disease,  and 
that  one  or  two  have  become  entirely  blind.  The  dis- 
ease is  highly  contagious,  and  unless  some  new  ar- 
rangements are  adopted  for  separating  those  laboring 
under  it  from  the  other  children,  it  is  to  be  feared  that 
it  will  not  be  eradicated.  Cannot  the  guardians  of  the 
poor  make  some  arrangements?  Additional  expense, 
if  necessary,  would  certainly  be  properly  incurred  for 
this  object.  [Fhilad.  North  Amer. 

It  is  said  that  the  Philadelphia  almshouse  has  at  this 
time  200  inmates  more  than  at  this  period  last  year. 

Red  River.  The  last  accounts  received  at  New  Or- 
leans from  Alexandria,  on  the  Red  River,  state  that  the 
health  of  that  town  had  been  restored,  and  the  citizens 
had  returned  to  their  homes.  The  deaths  from  fever 
amounted  to  105,  all  except  6 or  7 being  males.  The 
population  of  the  town  numbers  only  about  400. 

Reading  rail  road.  The  Philadelphia  Herald  states 
that  on  Friday  a train  ot  80  cars  was  conveyed  to  that 
city  on  the  Reading  rail  road  by  one  locomotitje.  The 
freight  of  the  train  was  upwards  of  340,000  lbs.  includ- 
ing 1,500  bbls.  of  flour  and  a quantity  of  iron. 

Rev.  Joseph  Wolf,  the  missionary.  This  eccentric 
convert  from  Judaism,  after  wandering  for  twenty 
years  in;  Europe,  Asia,  Africa  and  America,  pro- 
claiming every  where  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  has 
at  length,  it  seems,  settled  down  as  the  pastor  of  a 
small  parish  in  Yorkshire,  England.  [N.  Y.  Observer. 

State  stocks.  $100,000  New  York  state  stocks,  bear- 
ing interest. at  the  rate  of  four  and  a half  percent,  and 
issued  in  behalf  of  the  New  York  and  Erie  rail  road, 
was  sold  this-  morning  by  Bleeker  & Co.  and  brought 
90  per  cent.  [A-.  Y.  Jour.  Com. 

Specie.  $200,000  in  specie  have  been  received  in  N. 
York  from  Indiana  in  charge  of  the  fund  commissioner 
of  that  stale.  This  completes  the  payment  for  the  next 
semi-annual  dividend  on  the  state  stuck,  payable  in 
London. 

Steamers.  The  steam  ship  Natchez  reached  New 
Orleans  on  the  29th  ult.  in  70  hours  from  Havana. — 
TiieTJ.  S.  sloop  of  war  Warren  was  at  H. — all  well. 

The  North  St.  Louis,  on  her  passage  down  the  Mis- 
sissippi, when  about  six  miles  below  Jefferson  City, 
struck  a snag  breaking  her  nearly  in  two,  and  sunk  in 
10  feet  water.  She  is  supposed  to  be  a total  loss.  Her 
cargo  was  bale  rope  principally. 

We  look  with  much  interest  to  the  result  of  the  first 
voyage  of  the  iron  steamboat  Valley  Forge,  which  was 
to  leave  Pittsburg  on  Saturday  last,  on  her  first  trip  to 


New  Orleans.  The  advertisement  of  the  proprietors 
says  of  her:— 

The  Valley  Forge  is  rendered  snag  proof  by  the  sub- 
division of  her  hull  into  four  separate  apartments,  each 
perfectly  water  tight;  she  is  fireproof,  in  virtue  of  the 
material  of  which  the  entire  hull  is  constructed,  and  of 
the  presence  of  a complete  and  powerful  fire  engine; 
she  is  proof  against  explosion,  because  she  is  provided 
with  Evans’ safety  guard,  which  makes  explosion  im* 
possible ; she  is  provided  with  every  improvement  of 
cabin  and  state  room  that  may  secure  the  comfort  and 
convenience  of  passengers. 

Savage.  A London  paper  says  that  the  barbarous 
practice  of  branding  a deserter  was  performed  a short 
time  since  at  the  tower,  on  a private  belonging  to  the 
fusileer  guards.  The  poor  fellow  suffered  a great  deal 
ol  pain  whilst  the  letter  D was  being  indelibly  stamped 
on  his  back. 

Tobacco.  We  learn  from  the  North  American  that 
the  quantity  of  tobacco  inspected  at  the  city  tobacco 
warehouse  of  Philadelphia,  during  the  year  ending  on 
the  29th  November,  was  2,531  hogsheads — being  1,841 
hhds.  less  than  in  the  year  1838.  The  editor  remarks: 

Although  the  establishment  of  a tobacco  depot  in 
this  city  was  not  expected  to  yield  a profit  to  the  cor- 
poration at  once,  yet  it  was  calculated  that  it  would 
secure  to  it  a portion  of  this  trade,  which  would  add 
more  or  less  to  the  interests  of  many  of  its  citizens, 
and  in  the  end,  perhaps,  yield  an  income  from  its  re- 
ceipts. 

Temperance  statistics.  The  annual  report  of  the 
American  Temperance  Union  states  that  in  Massa- 
chusetts, from  15  to  20,000  persons  have,  within  the 
last  year  signed  the  pledge  to  abstain  from  all  intoxicat- 
ing liquors.  In  New  York  city,  more  than  10,000.  In 
Philadelphia  more  than  4,000.  The  New  York  Sea- 
men’s Temperance  society  reports  200  captains  and 
2,000,  seamen  as  regular  and  consistent  members. 

The  amount  of  domestic  spirits  inspected  at  the 
public  office  in  New  York  in  1838,  was  but  little  more 
than  half  as  great  as  that  inspected  in  1837.  In  the 
same  year  there  was  a decrease  in  imported  spirits  of 
twenty-five  per  cent.  Of  1.200  distilleries  once  in 
operation  in  the  state  of  New  York,  not  200  now  re- 
main. The  chief  of  these  are  nine  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  city,  much  upheld  by  the  manufactories  of  imita- 
tion wines.  In  Massachusetts,  in  1834,  there  were  118 
distilleries;  in  1837  there  were  only  46. 

Texas.  The  Courrier  des  Etats  Unis  says,  “the  ar- 
rival by  the  Liverpool  of  M.  de  Saligny  minister  of 
France  to  Texas,  is  a new  pledge  given  of  the  alliance 
contracted  between  the  two  countries.” 

The  Memphis  Enquirer  thus  notices  the  tide  of  emi- 
gration from  Tennessee  to  Texas:  “The  fall  emigra- 
tion to  Texas  through  our  town  is  now  considerable. — 
Scarcely  a wagon  passes  destined  for  the  promising 
young  republic,  without  being  embellished  with  that 
family  appurtenance,  western  babies.  The  Tennessee 
stock  transplanted  into  the  healthful  and  vigorous 
climate  west  of  the  Sabine,  will  grow  up  a race  of 
western  giants!  Many  of  them  in  their  pratling  in- 
fancy, have  lungs  that  completely  overwhelm  the  mu- 
sical roarings  of  the  assinine  teams  that  convey  them 
by.’’ 

The  case  of  the  Texlin  ambassador  to  France — who 
had  been  arrested  for  debt  in  New  York  and  urged  the 
plea  of  exemption  on  the  score  of  his  official  character, 
has  been  decided  in  his  favor  in  the  superior  court. — 
His  honor,  judge  Oakley,  delivered  an  elaborate  opi- 
nion, in  which  he  cited  numerous  authorities,  and  con- 
cluded with  the  decision,  that  the  defendant  was  le- 
gally free  from  all  liabilities  of  arrest  or  detention  while 
acting  in  his  official  capaci'y,  as  ambassador  from  a 
foreign  government,  and  therefore  ordered  his  imme- 
diate release  from  custody. 

Chief  justice  Jones  remarked  that  himself  and  his 
honor  judge  Taimadge,  had  each  prepared  a brief 
statement  of  opinion,  but  that  judge  Oakley  had  so 
fully  expressed  the  vievvs  entertained  by  them,  that 
the  reading  of  their  opinion  was  rendered  thereby  un- 
necessary. 

The  packet  ship  Ville  de  Lyons,  which  left  Havre  on 
the  6th  October  for  New  York,  with  a number  of  pas- 
sengers and  a valuable  cargo,  has  not  since  been  heard 
of,  except  a rumor  that  the  captain  of  the  steam  ship 
Liverpool  hearing  some  remarks  made  about  the  non- 
arrival of  the  Ville  de  Lyons,  stated  that  on  the  morn- 
ing she  left  Liverpool,  while  signing  her  bills  of  lading, 
he  heard  a rumor  that  a Havre  packet  had  put  into 
Cork  in  distress,  dismasted  and  bowsprit  carried  away. 

The  iron  trade.  An  English  periodical  states,  that 
in  Great  Britain,  there  are  239 furnaces  in  blast;  14  out 
of  blast;  31  building,  and  83  contemplated.  The  an- 
nual produce  of  iron  is  1,008,280  tons.  The  weekly 
produce  19,390  tons  of  iron,  and  9,000  tons  of  bar-iron. 
To  produce  this  quantiiy  3,000,000  tons  of  coal  are  re- 
quired, and  the  labor  of  40,000  persons. 

Velocity  of  lightning.  We  frequently  here  persons 
speak  ot  doing  things  “quicker  than  lightning,’’  which, 
if  true,  must  be  done  in  “little  less  than  no  time,”  as  it 
has  lately  been  ascertained  by  series  of  ingenious  ex- 
periments that  the  velocity  at  which  lightfffi%,  or  the 
electric  fluid  moves,  is  not  less  than  200,000  miles  in  a 
single  second  of  lime! 

Wine.  The  vintage  in  Champagne  has  been  tolera- 
bly good  this  year;  the  quantity  is  an  average;  the 
quality  it  is  thought  will  be  superior.  [French  paper. 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER. 

Fifth  series.  No.  17.— Vol.  VU.]  BALTIMORE,  DECEMBER  21,  1839.  [Vol.  LVII. Whole  No.  1,473. 

THE  rAST THE  TRESENT FOR  THE  FUTURE. 

PRINTED  AND  PUBLISHED,  EVERY  SATURDAY,  BY  JEREMIAH  HUGHES,  EDITOR  AND  PROPRIETOR,  AT  $5  PER  ANNUM,  PAYABLE  IN  ADVANCE. 


INDEX  OF  CONTENTS  OF  No.  17,  Vol.  7. 
Army — Appointments  259 

Bank  fraud — the  Schuylkill  bank  257 

Cherokees,  report  of  hostilities  contradicted  257 
Chronicle  273 

Congress;  senate  259;  house  of  representatives  257, 259 
Maine  boundary,  difficulties  259 

Mint,  coinage  at  the  257 

Mississippi,  election  returns  259 

Notional  affairs— Appointments;  treasury  notes;  U. 
S.  mint  257 

Naval — Appointment;  orders;  sloop  of  war  Dale;  ex- 
ploring expedition  258 

Texas — Ambassador  arrested  for  debt,  and  releas- 
ed 257 


{^Remittances  by  mail.  “A  postmaster  may  en 
close  money  in  a letter  to  the  publisher  of  a newspaper, 
to  pay  the  subscription  of  a third  person,  and  frank  the 
letter,  if  written  by  himself.” — Amos  Kendall. 

Some  of  our  subscribers  may  not  be  aware  that  they 
may  save  the  postage,  on  subscription  money,  by  re- 
questing the  postmaster  where  they  reside  to  frank  their 
letters  containing  such  money,  he  being  able  to  satisfy 
himself  before  alerter  is  sealed,  that  it  contains  nothing 
but  what  refers  to  the  subscription.  [Am.  Farmer. 

0Q-  Congress.  The  peculiar  posture  of  affairs 
in  the  house  of  representatives,  towards  which  the 
eyes  of  the  whole  country  are  now  turned,  induces 
us  to  appropriate  more  than  usual  of  our  pages  to 
the  details  of  their  proceedings.  Nothing  at  this 
moment  is  read  with  more  interest. 

December  20.  After  some  difficulty,  Mr.  Adams  pro- 
ceeded to  discuss  Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson's  point  of  order, 
whether  the  previous  question  could  be  taken  on  Mr. 
Wise’s  resolution  before  the  house  had  adopted  rules 
for  their  government,  and  then  he  discussed  the  gene- 
ral question,  and  urged  very  earnestly  the  right  of  the 
certified  members  from  New  Jersey  to  be  sworn. 

Mr.  Rhett  followed,  in  vindication  of  the  course  he 
had  persued  upon  the  occasion. 

Mr.  Evans  next  obtained  the  floor,  and  at  his  sugges- 
tion the  whole  of  the  interlocutory  propositions  were 
withdrawn,  and  a simple  proposition  was  substituted 
upon  which,  at  seven  o’clock  in  the  evening,  the  final 
question  was  taken,  and  the  house  by  a vote  of  116  to 
112  decided,  that  the  New  Jersey  members  should  not 
be  sworn — or  admitted  as  members. 

The  Cherokees.  A letter  lo  the  editor  of  the 
Register,  dated  Newton  county,  (the  extreme 
southwest  corner  of  the  state  of  Missouri),  from  a 
valued  correspondent,  says:  “No  doubt  you  have 
heard  of  the  probability  of  a Cherokee  war  in  this 
uarter  I will  merely  state  that  there  is  no  proba- 
ility  of  such  an  occurrence.” 


TEXAS. 

Texian  ambassador.  The  hon.  J.  Pinckney  Hen- 
derson, envoy  extraordinary  from  the  government 
of  Texas  to  the  court  of  France,  arrived  in  New 
York  by  the  British  Queen  on  the  23rd  ult.  He 
was,  on  the  26th,  arrested  for  debt  at  the  suit  of 
Messrs.  L.  Holbrook  & co.  dry  goods  dealers  in 
Pine  street,  and  for  want  of  the  requisite  bail,  was 
committed  under  custody  of  the  sheriff. 

A motion  was  made  in  the  superior  court  by  his 
counsel,  D Lord,  jr.  for  hia  release,  on  the  ground 
that  a foreign  ambassador  was,  under  thelawof  na- 
tions, exempted  from  all  liability  of  arrest  for  debt; 
and  in  support  of  his  position,  Mr.  Lord  produced 
in  evidence  the  credentials  of  general  Henderson, 
and  a treaty  entered  into  through  his  agency,  be- 
tween the  governments  of  France  and  Texas. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  M.  S.  Bidwell,  esq. 
counsel  for  the  plaintiff.  He  contended  that  the 
law  of  nations,  exempting  from  arrest  foreign  agents 
and  ambassadors,  intended  only  to  apply  to  their 
lesidence  in  such  countries  as  they  were  commis- 
sioned to  visit,  and  to  ensure  their  safety  in  their 
journey  from  and  their  return  to  their  own  country; 
and  inasmuch  as  the  mission  of  the  defendant  had 
no  reference  to  this  country,  and  it  not  being  a ne- 1 
cessary  part  of  his  route,  he  was  as  much  liable  to 
arrest  as  any  other  individual.  The  subject  was 
argued  at  length  by  counsel  od  both  sides,  and  nu- 
merous authorities  cited  both  in  favor  of  and  against 
the  motion. 

Vol.  VII.— Sig.  17. 


At  the  opening  of  the  court,  yesterday  morning, 
his  honor,  judge  Oakley,  delivered  an  elaborate 
opinion,  in  which  be  cited  numerous  authorities, 
and  concluded  with  the  decision,  that  the  defendant 
was  legally  free  from  all  liabilities  of  arrest  or  de- 
tention, while  acting  in  his  official  capacity,  as  am- 
bassador from  a foreign  government,  and  therefore 
ordered  his  immediate  release  from  custody.  -Chief 
justice  Jones  remarked  that  himself  and  his  honor, 
judge  Tallmodge,  had  each  prepared  a brief  state- 
ment of  opinion,  but  that  judge  Oakley  had  so  fully 
expressed  the  views  entertained  by  them,  that  the 
reading  of  their  opinion  was  rendered  thereby  un- 
necessary. 

MISSISSIPPI. 

From  the  Jackson  (Miss.)  Southern  Sun,  Nov.  19. 

The  elections.  A table  will  be  found  in  our  paper 
to  day,  containing  the  official  returns  for  state  offi- 
cers from  all  the  counties  except  Greene,  Jackson, 
Hancock,  Perry,  Clark  and  Jones;  the  result  in 
these,  though  unofficial,  is  thought  to  be  so  near 
correct  as  not  to  vary  the  result  much. 

We  have  also  given  the  returns  for  members  of  the 
legislature  from  all  the  counties  except  Jackson, 
Hancock  ami  Perry.  The  two  first  will,  it  is 
thought,  send  administration,  and  the  last  a whig  re- 
presentative. According  to  our  calculation,  the 
parlies  in  the  house -will  stand  36  whigs  and  53  ad- 
ministration— in  the  senate  11  whigs  and  17  ad- 
ministration— one  senator  doubtful  and  one  contest- 
ed seat.  There  has  been  from  some  cause  an  in- 
crease of  6,000  votes  for  governor,  since  1837. 

From  the  Mississippi  Sun’s  table  we  make  the 
following  summary  of  the  result  of  the  late  elec- 
tion:— 

Governor. 

McNutt,  (adm.)  18,346  | Turner,  (W.)  15,369 

Congress. 

Brown,  (adm.)  18,185  I Bingtnan,  (W.)  15,647 
Thompson.  « 18,014  | Davis,  “ 14,725 

Secretary  of  slate. 

Woodward,  (ad.)  18,409  | Jennings,  (W.)  15,227 
Auditor. 

Saunders,  (adm.)  19,992  | Cruso,  (W.)  14,064 

Treasurer. 

Williams,  (adm.)  17,831  | Fitz,  (W.)  15,031 

Chancellor — Buckner,  13,024;  Hutchinson,  11,050 
Maury,  5,060;  Campbell,  1,437. 

The  bardc  fraud  in  Philadelphia.  The  Philadel- 
phia National  Gazette  contains  the  following  article 
in  relation  to  the  fraud  practised  by  the  late  cashier 
of  the  Schuylkill  bank: 

We  have  been  at  some  pains  to  collect  authentic 
information  regarding  the  act  of  stupendous  and 
desperate  fraud  practised  by  H.  J.  Levis,  late  ca- 
shier of  the  Schuylkill  bank  of  this  city.  In  notic- 
ing (his  transaction  it  behooves  the  press  to  call 
things  by  their  right  names.  A crimrnal  act,  de- 
serving the  penalties  of  the  law,  should  receive  its 
proper  appellation  and  denunciation;  and  if  the  guil- 
ty have  a great  stake  and  station  in  society,  the  hea- 
vier should  be  the  infamy. 

The  directors  of  the  Schuylkill  bank  have  been 
most  industriously  investigating  the  concerns  of 
the  institution  since  yesterday,  and  we  are  enabled 
to  give  inbound  numbers  the  results  of  their  labors. 
These  will  satisfy  the  rightful  curiosity  of  the  pub- 
lic for  the  present,  until  a full  and  particular  state- 
ment can  be  made.  The  board  have  discovered  that 
Mr.  Levis’s  account  of  Kentucky  bank  stock  shows 
a deficit  of  over  thirteen  thousand  shares.  Besides 
it  is  ascertained  that  there  have  been  overdrafts  to 
the  amount  of  upwards  of  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars — for  a large  portiun  of  this,  however,  it  is 
understood,  security  is  held.  It  is  discovered  that 
the  fraudulent  transfers  of  the  Kentucky  bank  stock 
were  begun  as  far  back  as  January,  1837.  The 
Schuylkill  bank  owed  to  the  city  banks  at  one 
time  previous  to  the  bank  resumption  of  August, 
1838,  about  six  hundred  thousand  dollars;  and  to 
the  surprise  of  many  it  suddenly  paid  these  balan- 
ces. The  liquidation  of  this  amount  may  now  be 
accounted  for  by  the  over  issue  of  Mr.  Levis  of 
four  thousand  five  hundred  shares  of  Kentucky 
bank  stock  from  February  to  October  of  that  year, 
(1838).  There  is  to  Mr.Levis’s  credit  on  the  book 
three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  which  be 
allege#  to  be  part  of  the  money. 


In  May  1838,  according  to  our  informant’s  state- 
ment, Mr.  Maxwell,  the  transfer  clerk  in  the 
Schuylkill  bank,  was  aware  that  the  Kentucky 
bank  stock  account  was  overdrawn  10  or  12,000 
shares,  by  warrants  from  Mr.  Levis.  Mr.  Maxwell 
left  the  Schuylkill  bank  in  May,  1839,  and  the  ac- 
count was  still  short  10,000  shares.  To  show  the  ut- 
ter infatuation  of  the  late  cashier  in  this  matter,  even 
if  the  bank  had  had  a million  in  gold,  (its  deposites 
were  a little  over  a tenth  of  that  amount)  it  would 
have  been  impossible  for  him  to  have  redeemed  the 
fraudulent  issues  of  stock;  for  allowing  each  share 
in  the  utmost  depression  of  the  stock  market  to 
have  been  down  60  dollars,  to  have  commenced  to 
buy  up  the  shares  would  have  so  increased  their 
entire  value  as  to  place  it  considerably  over  this 
million. 

At  the  instance  of  the  Kentucky  bank,  the  doors 
of  the  Schuylkill  bank  were  closed  yesterday  by 
an  injunction  through  the  sheriff.  John  P.  Wethe- 
rill,  esq.  was  on  Monday  elected  cashier  in  place 
of  Mr.  Levis. 

Our  city  has  sustained  by  this  transaction  a deep, 
deep  disgrace.  The  best  course  is  for  .public  opi- 
nion through  the  public  press,  to  attach  the  proper 
reprobation  to  such  an  enormous  offence  against 
the  morals  and  the  interests  of  society.  None  we 
are  sure  are  readier  to  affix  the  mark  of  turpitude 
to  this  business  than  the  friends  to  the  banking 
system,  properly  and  honestly  conducted;  and  a 
great  evil  must  accrue  to  the  banks  unless  their 
friends  are  among  the  foremost  in  attaching  the 
fullest  measure  of  infamy  to  this  affair. 

The  Philadelphia  Gazette  says;  “We  believe  that 
in  the  case  of  the  Schuylkill  bank,  the  exposed 
functionary  was  alone  to  blame;  we  fully  credit  the 
directors’  manifesto;  but  we  suspect  that  there  are 
persons  who  ‘know  what  they  know;’  men  who 
have  no  open  connexion  with  the  banks,  and  love 
to  rail  against  them;  but  whose  gold  is  their  god, 
and  who  would  turn  a penny  while  living,  even  if 
it  were  done  at  ‘head  or  tail?’  upon  the  coffins  of 
their  kindred.  These  through  enmity,  or  perhaps 
interest,  may  have  impelled  the  officer  in  question 
upon  his  course  of  ruin.  This  may  pass  for  its  va- 
lue, a.sfanciful  merely — but  we  shall  see.” 

It  is  understood  that  the  cashier  has  absconded. 


NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 
Appointments  by  the  president,  by  and  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  senate.  Robert  D.  Reid,  to 
be  governor  of  the  territory  of  Florida,  in  the  place 
of  Richard  It.  Call,  superseded. 

L.  T.  Pease,  receiver  of  public  moneys  at  Green 
Bay,  Wisconsin,  vice  Thomas  Lee,  removed. 

John  Goodin,  recei\rerof  public  moneys  at  Mari- 
on, Ohio,  vice  David  E.  Owen,  resigned. 

Treasury  notes.  Treasury  department , Dec. 
2,  1839.  Amount  issued  under  the  provisions  of 
Oct.  12,  1827,  viz:  $10,000,000  00 
Do.  under  supple- 
mental act  of  21st 
May,  1833,  5,709,810  01 

Do.  under  act  of  2d 

March,  1839,  3,857,276  21 


Aggregate,  $19,567,086  22 

Redeemed  under  the  two  first  acts 
about  15,335,350  69 

Do.  under  the  third 

act  1,233,664  08 


16,569,014  77 

Whole  balance  unredeemed  $2,998,071  45 


Of  this  balance  under  the  two  first 
acts  are  about  374,459  32 

Under  the  third  act  $2,623,612  13 

Levi  Woodbury,  sec.  of  the  treasw-y. 

The  United  Slates  mint. — The  following  interest- 
ing statement  of  the  operations  of  this  establish- 
ment from  the  first  formation  of  the  government  to 
the  year  1S37,  is  from  the  Metropolis. 

Summary  of  the  whole  coinage. 

Pieces  coined.  Value. 

Gold,  4,716,325  $22,102,035 

Silver,  115,421,762  46,739,183 

Copper,  77,752,965  740,331 

Total,  197,891,052  $09,581,548 
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During  gen.  Jackson’s  administration  the  amount 
coined  has  been  as  follows: 

Half  eagles,  2,332,354 

Quarter  eagles,  817,781 

Dollars,  1,000 

Half  dollars,  42,663,926 

Quarter  dollars,  3,584,000 

Dimes,  6,293,850 

Half  dimes,  12,187,700 

Cents,  19,430,760 


Total,  87,311,391 

The  whole  number  of  eagles  coined  from  1792  to 
1804,  was  132,592.  Since  1804  no  eagles  have  been 
coined.  The  coinage  of  half  cents  has  also  been 
discontinued,  the  whole  number  coined  amounting 
to  7,440,713. 

Maine  boundary.  The  (Me.)  Democrat  of 
the  10th  inst.  says:  “We  stated  in  our  last  issue, 
that  a regiment  of  British  troops  had  been  stationed 
at  Temiscouata  lake,  on  the  “disputed  territory,”  in 
palpable  violation  and  contempt  of  their  agreement 
not  ‘to  seek  to  take  military  possession  of  that  ter- 
ritory.’ We  have  since  learnt  that  they  are  extend- 
ing their  military  operations  down  the  Madawaska 
liver,  and  are  now  actually  employed  in  construct- 
ing barracks  on  the  north  and  south  side  of  the  St. 
John’s  river  at  the  confluence  of  the  Madawaska. 
This  not  only  breaks  the  agreement  made  by  sir 
John  Harvey  and  general  Scott,  but  is  an  invasion 
of  Maine  by  a British  military  force,  and  is  equiva- 
lent to  a declaration  of  war,  and  should  be  so  con- 
sidered by  this  state  and  by  the  nation.  What  will 
the  people  and  government  of  Maine,  and  the 
people  and  government  of  the  nation  say  to  this  new 
manifestation  of  good  intentions  and  friendly  feel- 
ings of  the  British.  What  will  now  be  thought  of 
the  real  object  of  the  late  survey?  Was  it  not  a 
military  survey?”  [ Boston  Republic. 

The  following  is  from  the  Woodstock,  (New 
Brunswick),  Times,  of  the  7th  inst. 

“Sheriff  Putnam,  of  Houlton,  passed  through  here 
last  week,  on  his  way  to  the  Restook.  It  was  said 
that  he  had  a warrant  for  the  apprehension  of  the 
warden.  The  attempt  was  made,  but  fortunately 
did  not  succeed,  as  Mr.  M.  got  ar.  intimation  of 
what  was  going  on.  He  succeeded  in  getting  to  the 
military  post  at  the  Grand  Falls,  closely  pursued 
by  the  capturing  party.  The  artillery  at  that  sta- 
tion turned  out,  and  were  in  immediate  readiness  to 
give  the  pursuers  a warm  reception.  But  the  gal- 
lant band  had  prudence  enough  to  call  a halt  before 
they  came  in  sight,  otherwise  they  would  have  paid 
dearly  for  their  temerity.” 

The  same  paper  adds — “We  do  not  take  the  li- 
berty of  advising  or  dictating  to  our  executive;  yet 
we  do  think,  that  in  order  lo  avoid  a repetition  of 
the  scenes  of  last  winter,  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
that  a strong  force  be  stationed  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  Grand  Falls.” 

ARRIT APPOINTMENTS. 

John  C.  Terrett,  of  Ya.  to  be  2d  lieut.  1st  infan- 
try, 16th  November,  1839. 

Granville  O.  Haller,  of  Pa.  to  be  2d  lieut.  4th  in- 
fantry, 17th  November,  1839. 

R.  I.  Powell,  of  N.  C.  to  be  2d  lieut.  4th  infan- 
try, 17th  November,  1839. 

Benjamin  H.  Arthur,  of  Vermont,  to  be  2d  lieut. 
1st  infantry,  1st  December,  1839. 

The  National  Intelligencer  of  the  19th  says: 
Colonel  Worth  left  Albany  on  Friday  morning  for 
the  command  on  the  northwestern  frontier.  This 
movement  is  said  to  be  in  consequence  of  a rumor 
prevailing  there  that  an  unpleasant  outbreak  had 
taken  place  on  the  Canadian  side  of  the  line. 

NAVY APPOINTMENT. 

The  Baltimore  Post  states  that  commodore  Hen- 
ry E.  Ballard  has  been  appointed  to  the  command 
of  the  Baltimore  station  in  place  of  commodore 
Jones,  resigned.  [Nat.  Jut. 

Orders.  Nov.  27 — Passed  mid.  H.  H.  Lewis, 
transferred  from  steamer  Fulton  to  schr.  Flirt. 

29 —  Purser  F.  A.  Thornton,  ass’t.  surgeon,  D. 
Harlan,  and  boatswain  N.  Steinborgh,  sloop  Dale, 
(temporarily). 

30 —  Passed  mid.  E.  Lanier,  navy  yard,  Norfolk. 

Dec.  2 — Lieut.  S.  B.  Bessell,  steamer  Fulton. 

Purser  T.  B.  Nalle,  brig  Dolphin. 

3 —  Lieut.  A.  Griffith,  furlough,  12  months. 

4 —  Lieut.  H.  Y.  Purviance,  rendezvous,  Balti- 
more, vice  lieut.  W.  M.  Glendy,  detached  with 
leave  three  months. 

Marine  corps. — Changes  from  1st  to  80th  No- 
vember. 

Nov.  2 — Captain  John  Harris,  to  marine  bar- 
racks, New  York,  to  relieve  captain  Macomber. 

4 — Captain  B.  Macomber,  to  relieve  capt.  Bre- 
voort  on  recruiting  service  at  New  York. 

Captain  A.  N.  Brevoort,  as  soon  as  relieved,  to 
recruiting  rendezvous,  Philadelphia. 


5 — 2d  lieut.  E.  L.  West,  to  head  quarters/or 
duty  (joined  on  the  25th). 

2d  lieut.  W.  L.  Shuttleworth,  navy  yard,  New 
York,  for  duty. 

7 — 2d  lieut.  I.  R.  Wilson,  marine  barracks, 
Charlestown,  Mass,  for  duty. 

19— 1st  lieut.  G.  H.  Terrett,  schr.  Flirt,  Baltimore. 

21^1st  lieut.  F.  C.  Hall,  navy  yard,  Philadel- 
phia, for  duty.  [Army  4r  Navy  Chron. 

The  sloop  of  war  Dale,  called  in  honor  ot  com- 
modore Dale,  a distinguished  veteran  of  the  ser- 
vice— is  of  18  guns,  a new  vessel,  splendidly  equip- 
ed  for  sea.  This  handsome  model  of  naval  archi- 
tecture will  go  to  sea,  from  Philadelphia  in  a few 
days,  proceed  to  Norfolk  to  complete  her  supply  of 
sea  stores,  and  then  put  to  sea  for  a cruise.  List  of 
officers:  commander  J.  Gwinn;  lieutenants  F.  En- 
gle, E.  G.  Tilton,  H.  Ingersoll,  W.  Ward;  acting 
surgeon,  D.  Harlan;  Purser,  F.  A.  Thornton;  mas- 
ter, J.  M.  Frailey;  midshipmen,  A.  D.  Harrell,  H. 
H.  Lewis,  R.  P.  Lovell,  F.  Lowrey.  [Sim. 

The  United  States  schooner  Flirt,  under  com- 
mand of  lieut.  Thus.  McLaughlin,  got  under  way 
on  Sunday  morning,  and  went  down  the  river  from 
Baltimore,  bound  to  Florida.  The  following  is  a 
list  of  her  officers: 

1.  T.  McLaughlin,  lieut.  commanding. 

M.  Lewis,  W.  S.  Drayton,  H.  H.  Lewis,  C.  R. 
P.  Rogers,  J.  C.  Henry,  passed  midshipmen. 

E.  L.  Winder,  midshipman. 

H.  D.  Taliaferro,  ass’t  surgeon. 

John  W.  Marshall,  captain’s  clerk. 

G.  A.  Tennett,  1st  lieut.  marines.  [Nd/.  Ini. 

Exploring  expedition.  Strong  complaint  from 
the  exploring  expedition  is  made  in  the  following 
letter,  which  we  find  in  the  Belvidere  Apollo.  The 
Globe  however,  very  justly  remarks  upon  the  im- 
propriety of  officers  in  the  public  service  publish- 
ing letters  of  such  a tenor,  even  if  the  facts  were 
true.  There  is  insubordination  in  the  practice. 

U.  S.  ship  Vicennes,  Valparaiso,  Chili,  June  1st. 

You  cannot  imagine  what  a change  has  taken 
place.  Within  the  last  two  months  every  thing  is 
just  the  reverse  of  what  I have  said.  All  the  offi- 
cers are  dissatisfied,  and  are  applying  to  leave. — 
The  expedition  is  conducted  miserably.  Wilkes  I 
think  is  getting  delirious.  He  is  constantly  arrest- 
ing and  suspending  his  officers  for  the  most  frivo- 
lous misdemeanors;  has  sent  several  home  under 
charges,  and  a number  more  will  be  sent  home  as 
soon  as  we  arrive  at  Callao.  The  1st  lieutenant  of 
the  Peacock  was  sent  home  under  charges  from  this 
port,  before  our  arrival.  The  crews  of  the  different 
vessels  are  deserting  every  opportunity,  and  I do 
candidly  think  the  whole  expedition  is  a complete 
humbug.  In  the  end,  it  will  disgrace  the  navy, 
flag  and  country,  and  could  it  be  re-called  by  go- 
vernment, it  would  save  us  from  a great  disgrace 
which  will  be  heaped  upon  us  at  the  expiration  of 
the  cruise.  Could  I be  detached  from  it  with  ho- 
nor to  myself,  I would  be  so  to-morrow;  but  as  a 
volunteer  in  such  a glorious  cause,  I feel  bound  to 
see  it  through,  good  or  bad,  as  may  come. 

We  arrived  at  this  port  a few  days  since,  being 
five  months  from  Rio  Janeiro.  Our  stay  has  been 
chiefly  in  Orange  bay,  a small  bay  in  the  island  of 
Terra  del  Fuego  In  that  cold  and  uncivilized  re- 
gion we  have  been  lying  at  anchor  about  ten  weeks. 
From  this  place  we  sent  the  Peacock  and  tender 
Flying  Fkh  south,  to  the  westward,  and  captain 
Wilkes  took  command  of  the  Porpoise,  and  with 
the  tender  Sea  Gull,  sailed  to  the  eastward.  The 
Porpoise  and  Sea  Gull  returned  to  Orange  bay, 
after  being  absent  thirty  or  forty  days.  The  Por- 
poise reached  the  latitude  of  64°  south,  the  Sea 
Gull  in  company.  The  crews  of  the  vessels  suf- 
fered much  from  scurvy,  &c.  The  sehooner  Fly- 
ing Fish  returned  after  being  absent  fifty-eight 
days.  She  reached  71°  of  south  latitude,  and  was 
as  far  west  as  105°.  She  parted  company  with  the 
Peacock  in  the  latitude  of  68°,  and  that  was  as  far 
south  as  the  latter  penetrated.  They  both  expe- 
rienced very  severe  weather,  and  the  schooner  was 
slightly  damaged  by  ice.  Our  launch  was  fitted  up 
for  an  expedition  among  the  islands  around  Orange 
bay.  She  was  capsized  and  lost — all  hands  saved, 
having  been  picked  up  by  the  Sea  Gull. 

The  Relief,  store  ship,  was  sent  through  the 
straits  of  Magellen,  from  the  east,  and  she  came 
near  being  lost.  She  lost  all  her  anchors  and  was 
obliged  to  put  to  sea  for  safety.  She  came  to  this 
port  destitute  of  an  anchor.  She  was  supplied,  as 
I understand,  by  an  English  sloop  of  war,  and 
sailed  for  Callao  previous  to  our  arrival.  Wesail- 
ed  from  Orange  bay  on  the22d  of  April,  in  compa- 
ny with  the  Porpoise.  We  left  the  Sea  Gull  and 
Flying  Fish  at  anchor  there.  After  experiencing 
some  very  heavy  weather  off  Cape  Horn,  and  be- 
ing troubled  with  bad  winds,  we  had  a very  long 
passage.  We  parted  company  with  the  Porpoise  a 
few  days  out.  On  our  arrival  at  this  port  we  found 


the  Peacock  and  Falmouth  at  anchor.  A few  days 
after,  the  Porpoise  arrived,  and  yesterday  the  Fly- 
ing Fish.  The  Flying  Fish  parted  company  with 
the  Sea  Gull  off  Cape  Horn,  in  a gale  of  wind. 

TWENTY-SIXTH  CONGRESS— 1st  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

December  10.  Mr.  Allen,  from  the  committee 
appointed  in  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  yes- 
terday, reported  that  the  president  had  been  waited 
on,  and  had  returned  for  answer  that  he  had  execu- 
tive communications  to  make. 

Several  messages  in  writing  were  then  delivered 
to  the  president  of  the  senate,  through  Mr.  Van 
Buren,  the  private  secretary  of  the  president  of  the 
United  Stales. 

Mr.  Linn  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on  the  ear- 
liest opportunity,  bring  in  a bill  authorising  the 
president  to  take  possession  of  the  territory  of  Ore- 
gon, and  for  other  purposes. 

The  chair  having  announced  that  the  messages 
were  all  ot  an  executive  character. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Buchanan,  the  senate  proceed- 
ed to  the  consideration  of  executive  business,  and 
afterwards  adjourned. 

December  II.  Mr.  Nicholas  and  Mr.  Mouton  ap- 
peared in  their  seats  this  morning. 

Mr.  Benton  offered  the  following  resolution  which 
lays  over: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  cause  to  be  communicated  to  the  senate 
all  the  information  which  the  war  office  contains,  or 
can  conveniently  procure,  of  the  massacres  of  indi- 
viduals, of  families,  of  small  parties,  and  of  shipwreck- 
ed crews  or  passengers,  which  have  taken  place  in 
Florida  during  the  present  hostilities,  and  including 
those  which  took  place  before  the  war  became  open 
on  the  part  of  the  Indians;  noting,  as  far  as  it  can  be 
conveniently  done,  how  far  families  have  been  broken 
up,  and  driven  from  their  homes,  their  houses  burnt, 
and  their  fields  and  property  destroyed. 

Mr.  Benton  also  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  lays  over: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  di- 
rected to  report  to  the  senate  as  follows: 

1.  A table  of  the  import  and  export  of  gold  bullion, 
with  the  excess  of  each,  annually,  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  federal  government,  or  as  far  back 
as  the  returns  in  the  treasury  department  will  enable 
the  table  to  be  made  up. 

2.  A like  table  of  gold  coin. 

3.  A like  table  of  silver  bullion. 

4.  A like  table  of  silver  coin. 

5.  A table  of  recapitulation  showing  the  total  an- 
nual imports  and  exports  of  coin  and  bullion  in  one 
column,  and  the  excesses  in  two  other  columns,  for  the 
same  lengths  of  time. 

6.  A detailed  statement  of  the  weekly  exportations  of 

coin  and  bullion  for  the  year  1839,  showing  the  names 
and  residences  of  the  exporters,  and  their  consignees 
in  foreign  countries.  •- 

7.  A detailed  table  of  exports  and  imports  of  coin 
and  bullion  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1839. 

8.  A table  of  the  annual  coinage  of  gold  and  silver 
at  the  mint  of  the  United  States  and  the  branch  mints, 
from  the  time  they  were  respectively  established. 

9.  A table  of  the  annual  product  of  the  gold  mines 
of  the  United  States  from  the  time  of  them  discovery. 

The  whole  ot  said  tables  made  up  to  the  end  of  the 
year  1839. 

A message  was  received  from  the  president  of 
the  United  States;  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  senate  then  went  into  executive  session;  and 
afterwards  adjourned. 

December  12.  The  following  resolution  was  sub- 
mitted by  Mr.  Linn, 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  send  to  the  senate  all  the  information  in 
his  possession  relating  to  the  southern  boundary  line  of 
the  territory  of  Iowa. 

A message  was  received  from  the  president  of 
the  United  States,  transmitting  several  messages  of 
an  executive  nature,  wdien,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan, the  senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  executive  business,  and  then  adjourned. 

December  13.  The  senate  met  pursuant  to  ad- 
journment, and,  after  the  reading  of  the  journal,  ad- 
journed. 

December  14.  A message  wrns  received  from  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  through  his  private 
secretary,  Mr.  Van  Buren. 

Mr.  White  submitted  to  the  senate  the  propriety 
of  appointing  the  standing  committees,  and  there- 
fore moved  a suspension  of  the  34th  rule  of  the 
senate,  so  as  to  enable  the  presiding  officer  to  ap- 
point all  committees,  with  the  exception  of  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  on  commerce.  Which  mo- 
tion having  been  acquiesced  in  the  senate  proceeded 
to  ballot  for  the  chairman  ot  the  aforesaid  commit- 
tee, when  Mr.  W.  R.  King,  having  received  26  out 
28  votes,  wa3  duly  elected;  and  the  senate  then 
went  into  executive  session,  and  soon  after  ad- 
journed. 

December  16.  A message  was  received  from  the 
president  of  the  United  States. 
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The  chairannounced  the  following  as  me 
ing  committees: 

On  foreign  relations — Messrs.  Buchanan,  Clay,  of 
Kentucky,  Roane,  Allen,  Brown. 

On  finance — Messrs.  Wright,  Benton,  Hubbard, 
Nicholas,  Webster. 

On  commerce — Messrs.  King,  Davis,  Ruggles, 
Mouton,  Norvell. 

On  manufactures — Messrs.  Lumpkin,  Preston, 
Buchanan,  Allen,  Knight. 

On  agriculture — Messrs.  Mouton,  Spence,  Linn, 
Brown,  Smith,  of  Connecticut. 

On  military  affairs — Messrs.  Benton,  Preston, 
Wall,  Pierce,  Nicholas. 

On  the  militia — Messrs.  Clay  of  Albama,  Smith, 
of  Indiana,  Phelps,  Fulton,  Tappan. 

On  naval  affairs — Messrs.  Williams,  Southard, 
Cuthbert,  Strange,  Tappan. 

Oil  public  lands— Messrs.  Walker,  Fulton,  Clay 
of  Alabama,  Prentis,  Norvell. 

On  private  land  claims — Messrs.  Linn,  Sevier, 
Clayton,  Mouton,  Betts. 

On  Indian  affairs— Messrs.  White,  of  Tennessee, 
Sevier,  Linn,  White,  of  Indiana,  Phelps. 

On  claims — Messrs.  Hubbard,  Young,  Merricks, 
Williams,  Betts. 

On  revol  ulionamj  claims — Messrs.  Smith,  of  Con- 
necticut, White,  of  Tennessee,  Knight,  Crittenden, 
Robinson. 

On  the  judiciary — Messrs.  Wall,  Clayton,  Strange, 
Crittenden,  Smith,  of  Indiana. 

On  the  post  office  and  post  roads — Messrs.  Robin- 
son, Lumpkin,  Knight,  Fulton,  Henderson. 

On  roads  and  canals — Messrs.  Young,  Phelps, 
Henderson,  Spence,  Smith,  of  Indiana. 

On  pensions — Messrs.  Pierce,  Prentiss,  White, 
Roane,  Betts. 

For  the  District  of  Columbia — Messrs.  Merrick, 
Crittenden,  Lumpkin,  Southard,  Clayton. 

On  patents  and  the  patent  office — Messrs.  Strange, 
Davis,  Prentiss,  Robinson,  Spence. 

On  the  contingent  fund  of  the  senate — Messrs. 
Knight,  Fulton,  Lumpkin. 

On  enrolled  bills — Messrs.  Smith,  of  Indiana, 
Henderson,  Phelps. 

The  senate  went  into  the  consideration  of  execu- 
tive business,  and  then  adjourned. 

December  17.  The  chair  announced  that,  in 
naming  the  committees  on  yesterday,  he  had  acci- 
dentally omitted  to  name  the  committee  on  the  pub- 
lic buildings,  but  had  since  directed  the  secretary 
to  put  it  on  the  journal.  It  consists  of  Mr.  Fulton, 
chairman,  Mr.  Merrick,  and  Mr.  Smith,  of  Connec- 
ticut. 

Mr.  Wright  give  notice  that  he  would,  as  soon  as 
congress  was  ready  to  proceed  with  legislative  bu- 
siness, bring  forward  “a  bill  more  effectually  to 
secure  the  public  money,  in  the  hands  of  officers 
and  agents  of  the  government,  arid  to  punish  pub- 
lic defaulters.”  Also,  several  private  bills. 

Mr.  Linn  gave  notice  of  his  intention,  at  the  ear- 
liest moment  that  legislative  business  could  be 
proceeded  with,  to  introduce  a large  number  of 
bills,  many  of  which  were  of  such  long  acquaint- 
ance that  he  was  absolutely  tired  of  seeing  their 
faces.  The  most  of  them,  he  said,  had  been  repeat- 
edly passed  by  one  or  other  branch  of  the  national 
legislature,  but,  from  want  of  time,  or  some  other 
cause,  they  had  not  been  definitely  acted  on.  Mr. 
L.  then  read  a long  list  of  these  several  bills. 

Notiee  was  also  given  by  Messrs.  Norvell,  Sevier, 
Clay,  of  Alabama,  Prentiss  and  Walker,  of  their  in- 
tention to  bring  in  bills  of  a private  nature. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Benton,  the  senate  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  executive  business,  and  then 
adjourned. 

December  IS.  A message  was  received  from  the 
president  of  the  United  States;  when,  on  motion, 
the  senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  execu- 
tive business,  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  doors  were  again  opened,  when 

Mr.  Davis  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  tire  treasury  be  in- 
structed to  inform  the  senate — 

1st.  Whether  duties  have  been  exacted  of  any  ves- 
sels of  the  United  Slates  employed  in  the  whale  fishery 
for  tonnage  or  the  p reduce  of  such  fisheries;  and,  if  so, 
under  what  authority. 

2d.  What  papers  were  furnished  to  such  vessels  be- 
fore they  cleared,  and  were  they  such  as  have  at  all 
limes  been  granted  to  vessels  thus  employed. 

3J.  Wiiat  amount  of  duties  and  charges  have  been 
paid;  what  amount  bonded,  and  are  the  bonds  now  in 
force  and  unpaid. 

4th.  Are  duties  now  exacted  of  all  such  vessels  as 
they  arrive,  and  what  amount  of  fees,  if  any,  have  ac- 
crued to  officers  of  the  customs  from  this  source,  and 
at  what  places. 

Mr.  Linn  introduced  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  senate  that  the 
title  of  the  United  States  to  the  territory  of  Oregon  is 
indisputable,  and  never  will  be  abandoned- 


Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be 
rcquot,,„(|  t0  give  notice  to  the  British  government  that 
the  convenor,,  nf  is  is  and  1827,  which  gave  the  right 
to  use  and  occupy  me  Orasr)rl  territory,  its  bays,  rivers, 
harbors,  &cWb  both  parties  indiscriminately.  shall  cease 
in  twelve  months  after  such  notification. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  both  expedient  and  proper  to  ex- 
tend such  portions  of  the  laws  of  the  Unitea  States  over 
the  territory  of  Oregon  as  may  be  necessary  to  secure 
the  lives,  liberty  and  property  of  our  citizens  who  may 
reside  in  said  territory. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  raise  an  additional 
regiment  of  infantry  (rifle)  for  the  purpose  of  overaw- 
ing and  keeping  in  check  various  Indian  tribes,  or  any 
foreign  forces  who  may  be  in  said  territory,  or  on  its 
borders;  and  at  the  same  time  to  give  ample  protection 
to  our  citizens  engaged  in  legitimate  occupations. 

Resolved,  That  640  acres  of  land  should  be  granted 
to  every  white  male  inhabitant  of  said  territory,  of  the 
age  of  18  years,  who  shall  cultivate  and  use  the  same 
for  live  consecutive  years,  and  to  his  heirs  at  law  in  the 
event  of  his  death. 

Mr.  Prentiss  gave  notice  of  his  intention,  at  the 
earliest  period,  to  introduce  a bill  to  establish  a board 
of  commissioners  to  hear  and  determine  claims 
against  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Hubbard  also  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
introduce  several  private  bills,  which  had  passed 
the  senate  last  session,  but  had  not  been  acted  on  in 
the  other  house  for  want  of  time. 

On  motion,  the  senate  adjourned. 

December  19.  Mr.  Preston  appeared  in  his  seat. 

Mr.  Norvell  gave  notice  of  his  intention,  at  the 
earliest  opportunity,  to  introduce  a bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  J.  and  W.  Beeson  and  others.  Also,  a bill 
“supplementary  to  an  act  to  provide  for  the  adjust- 
ment of  titles  to  land  in  the  town  of  Detroit  and 
territory  of  Michigan,  and  for  other  purposes.” 

Mr.  Roane  also  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
bring  forward,  at  the  earliest  period  for  legislative 
action,  a bill  giving  the  assent  of  congress  to  an  act 
of  the  general  assembly  of  Virginia  incorporating 
the  Falmouth  and  Alexandria  rail  road  company. 

Mr.  Linn  gave  a like  notice  in  relation  to  a bill 
to  authorise  payment  to  be  made  to  certain  Mis- 
souri volunteers  for  services  in  the  years  1829  and 
1S30. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  also  gave  a like  no- 
tice for  a bill  to  authorise  the  New  Albany  and 
Mount  Carmel  rail  road  company  to  enter  on  cre- 
dit a quantity  of  land  to  aid  the  company  in  the  con- 
struction of  a road  from  New  Albany,  Indiana,  to 
Mount  Carmel,  Illinois. 

The  following  resolutions  were  then  submitted: 

By  M r.  Renton: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  di- 
rected to  communicate  to  the  senate  such  information 
as  has  been  received  at  the  treasury  department  from 
consuls  and  secretaries  of  legation  respecting  the  fiscal 
regulations  in  force  in  foreign  countries,  and  not  con- 
tained in  his  communication  to  the  senate  of  the  date 
of  January  21,  1839. 

By  Mr.  Williams: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be  in 
stnicted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  increasing 
the  number  of  copies  of  the  laws  of  congress  printed 
for  the  several  states  and  territories,  under  the  act  of 
20th  April,  1818. 

By  Mr.  Linn: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  cause  to  be  communicated  to  the  senate 
any  information  in  the  department  of  state,  or  any  other 
department,  relative  to  the  disputed  boundary  between 
the  state  of  Missouri  and  the  territory  of  Iowa,  and 
which  has  not  been  heretofore  communicated  to  the 
house  of  representatives;  and,  also,  to  communicate 
copies  of  any  proclamations  of  the  governor  of  Missouri 
and  the  governor  of  the  territory  of  Iowa,  in  relation  to 
said  disputed  boundary,  and  the  orders,  if  any,  for  call- 
ing out,  or  holding  the  militia  in  readiness  to  act  in  re- 
lation to  the  same;  and,  also,  any  further  information 
on  the  subject  which  it  may  be  in  the  power  of  the  de- 
partments to  give. 

The  senate  held  an  executive  session  and  then 
adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  Dec.  6.  Mr.  Hoffman,  in  continuation — 

Without  going  further  into  this  matter,  let  me 
allude  to  an  expression  which  fell  from  iny  col- 
league, (Mr.  Vanderpoel).  I allude  lo  it  more  in 
sorrow  than  in  anger;  and  I could  not  but  regret 
sir,  when  you  had  taken  that  seat  by  the  unani- 
mous voice  almost  of  this  house — when  you  had 
been  called  in  the  midst  of  our  confusion,  from  the 
weight  of  your  character  and  the  sanctity  of  your 
years,  to  produce  order  out  of  riot — I say  I could 
not  but  regret  that  the  decision  of  such  a man 
should  have  been  pronounced,  by  one  so  much 
younger,  so  much  less  entitled  to  respect  from  all 
that  influence  which  the  fruits  of  experience  can 
give,  a monstrous  assumption— a monstrous  usur- 
pation. Let  me  say  to  the  gentleman,  sir,  that 
your  character  is  one  of  a purity  and  integrity  so 


spotless  that  it  has  passed  even  through  the  fiery 
ordeal  of  party  conflict  and  party  bitterness  with- 
out a stain.  The  offices  you  have  held  have  added 
no  lustre  to  your  character  which  your  character 
has  not  reflected  back  upon  them.  And,  when  I 
find  my  colleague  assailing  a man  to  whom  history 
at  least  will  do  justice — a man  whose  character  and 
virtues  have  illumined  some  of  its  brightest  pages 
—when  I find  such  a map,  living  before  my  col- 
league was  a boy,  and  mixing  up  with  the  great 
affairs  of  a young  and  infant  nation  before  he  drew 
breath,  thus  assailed,  I cannot  but  regret  that  such 
expressions  should  fall  from  a friend  and  colleague 
of  mine.  And  I will  only  say  that  when  the  sender 
strikes  a ball  against  such  a man  and  such  a cha- 
racter, he  ought  to  be  sure  that  (here  will  not  be  a 
rebound  that  will  strike  the  sender. 

Mr.  Vanderpoel  said  lie  had  tried  to  get  the  floor 
immediately  after  his  colleague  (Mr.  Granger J had 
closed,  hut  other  gentlemen  of  more  agility  than  he 
possessed  anticipated  him.  He  did  not  know  why 
his  two  colleagues  (Messrs.  Granger  and  Hoffman) 
had  made  him  so  prominent  a subject  in  the  dis- 
course with  whicn  they  had  just  edified  us.  He 
had,  to  be  sure,  had  the  temerity  to  appeal  from  the 
decision,  and,  as  he  conceived  it,  the  most  extraor- 
dinary decision  of  the  chair,  and  he  also  had  the 
further  temerity  lo  say  that  it  was. founded  in  usur- 
pation; and  this  had  furnished  his  colleague  (Mr. 
Hoffman ) an  occasion  for  treating  us  with  one  of 
those  sweet,  pretty  and  touching  eulogisms  upon 
the  chairman,  for  which  his  friend  and  colleague 
was  so  eminently  qualified.  He  (Mr.  V.)  would, 
upon  the  present  occasion,  neither  assent  to,  nor 
dissent  from,  this  most  encomiastic  picture,  drawn 
in  the  presence  and  hearing  of  the  chairman  him- 
self, nor  would  he  here  stop  to  inquire  whether  the 
gentleman  had  or  had  not  violated  the  laws  of  good 
taste  in  lavishing  such  high-wrought  praise  in  the 
presence  and  hearing  of  the  subject  of  it;  but  he 
would  at  once  reiterate  what  he  had  before  said, 
that  the  chairman,  under  pretence  of  deciding  a 
question  of  order,  had  decided  a most  momentous 
question  of  right;  and  he  would  not  be  deterred  by 
any  false  or  mistaken  delicacy — and  affected  reve- 
rence for  gray  hairs — from  characterizing  the  act 
as  he  thought  it  deserved.  He  had  not  impeached 
— he  did  not  intend  to  impeach — the  motives  of  the 
chairman;  but  he  would  again  pronounce  the  de- 
cision, in  effect  a most  decided  usurpation.  It  was 
so,  because  he  had  assumed  jurisdiction  that  did 
not  belong  to  him,  and  which  the  mover  of  the  reso- 
lution that  had  given  the  chairman  that  place  never 
supposed  to  belong  to  him  when  he  moved  that  he 
should  preside  over  our  deliberations.  It  was  so, 
because  the  simple  ipse  dixit  of  the  chair,  if  not  re- 
versed, would  give  five  members  a seat  upon  this 
floor  whose  right  to  seats  had  formed  the  subject  of 
conflict  here  for  the  last  five  days.  We  were  not 
dealing  with  trifles.  When  the  rights  of  the  peo- 
ple of  a sovereign  state  were  involved,  and  attempt- 
ed to  be  trodden  under  foot,  he  would  speak  of  it 
boldly  and  freely  as  he  thought  it  deserved.  If  the 
chair  had  transcended  his  jurisdiction,  and  thus 
prostrated  the  expressed  will  of  a majority  of  the 
people  of  a sovereign  state,  he  would  not  ransack 
his  lexicon  for  very  mild  terms  in  order  to  give  a 
mitigated  aspect  to  an  act  pregnant  with  such  seri- 
ous and  mischievous  consequences. 

He  would  now  pay  his  passing  respects  to  that 
colleague  (Mr.  Granger ) who  had  done  him  the 
honor  of  making  him  the  subject  of  so  great  a por- 
tion of  his  remarks.  For  all  the  purposes  of  the 
question  immediately  under  discussion,  his  collea- 
gue might  as  well  have  read  a chapter  from  Don 
Quixote;  for  that  would  have  been  quite  as  relevant 
to  the  point  under  debate  as  were  most  of  bis  re- 
marks. His  colleague  was  disposed  to  make  merry 
with  what  he  evidently  deemed  his  (Mr.  V’s)  pre- 
tended love  for  the  people;  with  his  professed  re- 
spect for  the  sovereignty  and  majesty  of  the  people. 
Mr.  V.  said,  humble  as  he  was,  he  and  his  doings 
had  been  most  conspicuously,  if  not  unkindly,  forced 
into  this  debate,  and  he  could  therefore,  averse  a« 
he  generally  was  to  such  a course,  speak  of  himself 
without  exposing  himself  to  the  imputation  of  ego- 
tism. He  would,  therefore,  by  way  of  repelling  the 
inference  that  his  advocacy  of  popular  rights  was 
insincere,  tell  the  house  that  the  kindness  he 
had  so  repeatedly  received  at  the  hands  of  the 
people  gave  him  abundant  cause  to  love  them. 
Five  times  had  they  chosen  him  lo  honorable  and 
responsible  stations,  and  never  yet  had  they  reject- 
ed him.  He  could,  however,  imagine  a case,  where 
frequent  disappointment,  frequent  frustration  of 
fond  hopes  and  bright  visions,  might  possibly  in- 
spire any  thing  but  affection  for  popular  rights.  If 
aganteman  of  high  ambition,  and  with  aspirations 
at  least  as  lofty  as  his  legitimate  pretentions,  should 
happen  to  be  twice  presented  to  the  people  of  his 
state  for  the  highest  trust  and  honor  in  their  gift, 
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and  they  should  reject  him  as  they  would  the  un- 
clean thing;  if  he  should  hazard  another  struggle 
for  the  second  office  in  this  great  confederacy  of 
free  states,  and  a similar  fate  should  attend  his  third 
ambitious  effort,  he  would  not  wonder  if,  with  such 
a one,  affection  for  the  people  and  regard  for  popn- 
lar  rights  should  become  subjects  of  derision  and 
merriment.  This  would  accord  with  the  dictates 
of  poor,  frail,  unforgiving  human  nature.  The  poet 
understood  this  sentiment,  and  expresses  it  most 
pithily  when  he  asks, 

“What  rogUe  e’er  felt  the  halter  draw 
With  good  opinion  of  the  law?” 

He  surely  did  not  consider  the  two  first  words  of 
the  couplet  as  at  all  applicable  to  his  colleague. 
Those  who  knew  their  friendly  personal  relations, 
would  never  draw  such  an  inference.  But  his  col- 
league had  also  referred  us  to  the  case  from  New 
York,  which  occurred  some  twenty-six  years  ago, 
(he  meant  the  case  of  Peter  Allen),  and  had  under- 
taken to  give  us  not  only  a minute  account  of  that 
case,  but  volunteered  to  us  tlife  information  that, 
the  year  next  succeeding  the  ejection  of  Mr.  Allen 
from  the  New  York  legislature,  he  was  elected  by 
a decided  majority  of  the  county  of  Ontario,  and 
that  my  colleague,  then  acting  with  the  democratic 
party,  had  aided  in  producing  this  result.  Mr.  V. 
said  he  knew  nothing  of  that  case,  except  as  matter 
of  history,  for  when  it  occurred  he  had  scarcely 
entered  his  teens,  and  he  therefore  spoke  with  much 
deference  to  the  recollection  of  his  venerable  col- 
league, who  has  told  us  that  he  was  one  of  the  adult 
and  efficient  actors  of  the  scenes  of  that  early  day. 
He  was  sorry,  situated  as  his  colleague  was,  that 
he  had  furnished  him  with  an  occasion  to  denomi- 
nate him  so  “venerable'’  in  the  presence  and  hear- 
ing of  that  gallery  (pointing  to  the  ladies’  gallery) 
for  whose  special  edification  most  of  the  observa- 
tions of  the  gentleman  were  so  evidently  designed. 
He  would  tell  the  gentleman  and  the  house  that  in 
that  case  there  was  no  question  arising  upon  the  re- 
turns. Mr.  Fellows  came  in  there  by  petition,  and 
the  house  decided  that  they  would  not  entertain  the 
petition  till  the  speaker  was  chosen  and  the  house 
was  organized.  Besides,  sir,  in  New  York  the 
members  are  sworn  by  the  chancellor,  or  secretary 
of  state,  before  the  speaker  is  chosen?  Mr.  Allen 
had  the  certificate — he  was  sworn  as  a member  be- 
fore the  house  could  act  upon  the  case,  and,  as 
such,  voted  for  the  council  of  appointment  before 
he  was  ejected.  But  does  the  gentleman  recollect 
how  loudly  and  how  unsparingly  that  act  of  the 
house  of  assemby  was  denounced  by  the  party  with 
which  he  is  now  associated?  Sir,  look  at  the 
leading  New  York  federal  journals  of  that  day,  and 
you  will  see  that  they  were  actually,  in  token  of 
their  abhorrence  of  this  deed,  dated  from  the  reign 
of  Peter  Allen.  Thus,  for  example,  the  “third, 
fourth,  or  fifth  month  of  the  reign  of  Peter  Alien.”  It 
had  been  stated  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
(Mr.  Wise),  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  then  attor- 
ney general  of  New  York,  and  had  given  an  official 
opinion  in  favor  of  this  procedure. 

[Mr.  Wise  here  explained,  and  said  that  Mr.  V. 
had  misunderstood  him;  that  he  had  said  that  Mr. 
Van  Buren  had  approved  of  it;  but  he  did  not  say 
that  he  had  done  so  in  his  official  capacity.] 

If  that  case  was  sanctioned  by  one  party.it  was 
condemned  by  the  other  party,  with  which  his  col- 
league now  acted.  The  argument  resulting  from 
this  case,  was,  therefore,  neutralized;  and  he  would 
therefore  dismiss  it  with  the  old  maxim,  that  “two 
wrongs  could  not  make  one  right.” 

He  had  said  that  the  chairman  had  exceeded  his 
power  in  deciding  that  the  five  gentlemen  from 
New  Jersey  who  had  the  governor’s  certificate  had 
the  right  to  vote  upon  the  present  occasion.  This 
house  had  organized  in  this  unprecedented  manner, 
as  he  understood,  for  the  very  purpose  of  determin- 
ing this  point,  and  now  the  chair  very  kindly  inter- 
fered, and  relieve  it  of  its  appropriate  functions. 
It  was  that  the  house  might  be  placed  in  a position 
to  act!and  decide  this  very  question  that  we  depart- 
ed from  the  usage  that  has  always  obtained  in  or- 
ganizing this  body;  and  now,  foresooth,  we  are  told 
that  the  house  cannot  act  upon  this  matter,  but  that 
it  legitimately  belongs  to  the  chair  to  decide  who  are 
and  are  not  members  of  this  house.  The  gentleman 
from  Virginia  (Mr.  Wise ) had  urged  that  there 
could  be  no  usurpation  whenever  the  law  of  neces- 
sity called  for  the  exercise  of  a power.  He  denied 
that  the  chair  could  derive  any  justification  from 
the  law  of  necessity.  It  was  not  now  necessary  that 
the  chair  should  arrogate  to  itself  this  high  power. 
Our  situation  had  changed.  Our  paralysis  was 
now  cured, and  the  house  was  competent  to  act.  The 
pjerk  decided,  when  we  were  under  his  auspicies, 
that,  there  being  no  quorum  called,  he  could  notput 
p question;  but  now  we  were  relieved  fronj  that  diffi- 
culty. Questions  could  now  be  put,  and  there  was 


now  a court  convened  with  competent  power  to  try 
the  question  that  had  been  so  long  agitated.  Tt  "aS 
not  necessary,  nay,  is  was  monstrous.  th<u  the  mere 
judge  of  order,  which  this  nad  created,  should 
draw  witlitn  the  vortex  of  order  such  high  and  mo- 
mentous questions  of  right.  He  repeated  that  the 
chair,  in  the  name  of  order,  had  decided  a great 
question  of  right — the  right  to  a seat  upon  this  floor 
— one  of  the  highest  objects  of  laudable  ambition. 
He  had  decided  it,  too,  as  Mr.  V.  considered,  in 
the  very  teeth  of  one  of  the  standing  rules  of  this 
house,  which  we  had  adopted  to  govern  our  deli- 
berations. He  meant  the  rule  which  had  already 
been  referred  to,  and  which  provided  that  “no  inem- 
ber  shall  vote  upon  any  question  in  the  event  of 
which  he  is  immediately  and  particularly  inter- 
ested-” 

The  chair  decided  that  the  governor’s  members 
from  New  Jersey  were  not  interested  in  the  ques- 
tion within  the  contemplation  of  the  rule — that  the 
interest  W’as  that  of  the  constituent,  and  not  of  the 
representative.  He  denied  the  proposition  that  the 
gentlemen  whom  the  chair  had  adjudged  compe- 
tent to  vote  had  no  interest  in  the  question  upon 
which  the  vote  was  to  be  taken.  Their  interest 
was  immediate  and  most  palpable.  What  was  the 
motion  upon  which  they  were  to  vote?  It  was  to 
lay  upon  the  table  a resolution  that  they  should  be 
called  and  recognised  as  members  of  this  house; 
upon  this  question  it  was  that  the  chair  had  de- 
cided that  these  gentlemen  could  vote.  The  mo- 
ment they  voted  in  pursuance  of  the  decision,  what 
were  they?  They  were,  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses, members  of  the  house  And  what  benefits 
did  they  derive  fiom  that  character?  They  were 
clearly  entitled  to  their  mileage  and  per  diem, 
amounting  to  some  two  or  three  hundred  dollars 
eac.h.  They  had  a right  to  go  to  the  speaker  the 
moment  he  was  chosen  and  ask  his  warrant  for 
their  pay,  and  he  would  not,  and  could  not  refuse 
to  grant  it  to  them.  This  they  could  not  do,  if 
ordered  to  stand  back,  as  others  proposed  they 
should  be.  Here  there  was  a direct  pecuniary  in- 
terest in  the  question;  and  was  there  a mind  here, 
unclouded  by  prejudice,  that  did  not  see  it? 

But  this  was  not  all.  They  would  derive  from 
the  decision  of  the  chair  other  great  privileges 
and  immunities.  That  clause  of  the  constitution 
which  provides  “that  representatives  in  congress 
shall,  during  their  attendance  at  the  session  of 
their  respective  houses,  and  in  going  to  or  re- 
turning from  the  same,  be  privileged  from  arrest,” 
surely  conferred  a high  privilege  upon  the  mem- 
bers of  this  house.  If  the  governor's  members',  (he 
used  this  designation  in  contradistinction  to  those 
chosen  by  the  people),  should  be  permitted  to  vote, 
and  thus  be  recognised  as  members,  was  it  not  most 
clear  that  it  would  be  competent  for  them  to  avail 
themselves  of  this  clause  of  the  constitution?  So 
long  as  they  were  not  recognised  by  this  house,  but 
kept  in  suspense,  their  creditors  who  might  see 
fit  to  arrest  them,  could  reply  that  they  were  not 
members  of  this  house,  and  thus  defeat  the  enjoy- 
ment of  this  high  privilege.  But  this  was  not  all. 
Not  only  did  the  character  of  a member  ofthis  house 
confer  high  privileges,  but  it  also  created  disabili- 
ties. Another  clause  of  the  constitution  provided 
that  “r.o  representative  shall,  during  the  time  for 
which  he  was  elected,  be  appointed  to  any  civil 
office  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States, 
which  shall  have  been  created,  or  the  emoluments 
whereof  shall  have  been  increased  during  such 
time.”  The  decision  of  the  chair  would  determine 
whether  this  disability  was  or  was  not  created;  and 
here  was  another  feature  of  interest.  View'  it  in 
whatever  aspect  you  please,  and  you  perceive,  in 
the  breast  of  the  governor’s  members,  a direct  in- 
terest in  the  event  of  this  question— an  interest 
coming  not  only  within  the  spirit,  but  the  letter  of 
the  rule.  He  could  have  hoped  that  delicacy  would 
have  been  a motive  strong  enough  to  have  pre- 
vented these  gentlemen  from  voting.  The  force  of 
this  sentiment,  how-ever,  depended  so  much  upon 
the  anxieties,  the  temperament,  the  passions  and 
prejudices  of  men,  that  it  was  not  always  safe  to 
calculate  upon  its  restraining  efficacy.  He  had  not 
the  most  satisfactory  pledge  that  it  would  be  a very 
potent  sentiment  in  this  case. 

Mr.  Biddle  said  that  an  effort  had  been  made, 
day  after  day,  to  fix  upon  the  opposition  the  odium 
of  the  delay  which  had  attended  the  organization  of 
the  house.  Doubtless  there  would  be  a heavy  re- 
sponsibility before  the  people  on  those  to  w hom  the 
delay  could  be  fairly  attributed.  Here  had  been  a 
mass  of  men,  called  to  a high  trust,  struggling  to 
take  a form  appropriate  to  legislative  action,  with- 
out a presiding  officer  authorised  to  enforce  order, 
and,  indeed,  without  any  established  rules  of  order 
to  be  enforced.  We  had  been  preserved  from  dis- 
reputable scenes  only  by  the  general  sense  of  what 
was  due  to  the  character  of  the  country,  and  by  the 


spirit  forbearance  and  courtesy  which  he  was 
happy  to  see  had  been  brought  here  from  all  quar- 
ters. The  events  of  yesterday,  (Mr.  B.  thought), 
would  sufficiently  relieve  his  political  friends  from 
the  reproaches  which  had  been  so  perseveririgly 
cast  upon  them.  The  difficulty  into  which  we  had 
been  thrown  by  the  clerk,  or  his  advisers,  by  his 
unprecedented  course,  and  the  dogged  adherence  to 
that  course,  was,  at  length,  overcome,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, by  your  appointment.  This  step  was  taken 
and  justified  by  the  instinct  of  self-preservation. 
We  were  about  to  die  of  an  abstraction.  We  have 
been  rescued  from  this  danger.  The  first  manly 
movement  proved  that  the  fetters  of  steel  supposed 
to  be  around  us  were  mere  cobwebs. 

Standing,  then,  at  the  very  point  w hich  we  oc- 
cupied on  Monday,  at  noon,  Mr.  B.  said  he  was 
anxious  that  the  eye  of  the  country  should  be  kept 
steadily  fixed  on  every  step  of  our  progress. 

At  the  first  moment  after  we  asserted  the  power 
of  action,  by  placing  you  in  the  chair,  a motion  was 
submitted  which  required  the  acting  clerk  to  call 
the  names  of  all  whose  credentials  conformed  to 
the  laws  of  their  respective  states.  This  motion 
brought  up  distinctly  the  question,  whether  we 
should  adhere  to  established  and  unbroken  usage. 
It  proposed  to  do  what  the  clerk  should  have  done 
originally,  and  what  he  had  always  done  hereto- 
fore. It  assumed  the  principle  that  the  credentials 
referred  to  constituted  per  se  a right  on  the  part  of 
a representative  of  a people  to  take  a place  amongst 
those  who  could  themselves  pretend  to  no  higher 
badge  of  authenticity;  and  that  at  this  stage  of  or- 
ganization, we  must,  of  necessity,  look  with  de- 
ference, and  not  in  a spirit  of  sharp  criticism,  to 
that  ostensible  right  whieh  all  brought  here  alike. 

The  gentleman  from  S.  Carolina,  (Mr.  Rhetl ), 
has  moved  to  lay  this  resolution  on  the  table  with 
a view  to  introduce  again  some  one  of  the  various 
schemes  that  have  led  us  a chase  for  four  entire 
days.  If  Mr.  B.  understood  him  aright,  he  intend- 
ed to  move  that  the  “disputed  members”  should 
be  passed  over  and  a quorum  be  formed  without 
them. 

This  project  was  substantially  the  same  as  that 
offered  on  the  first  day  of  the  session  by  a gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Rives).  It  had  fixed  his, 
(Mr.  B’s)  attention  at  the  time  as  one  of  engross- 
ing interest,  and  preliminary  in  its  character;  and 
he  had  endeavored  to  claim  for  it  the  attention  and 
decision  of  the  house.  But  amidst  the  medley  of 
topics  which  were  thrown  into  the  debate,  in  the 
absence  of  all  rules  of  order,  it  had  been  lost  sight 
of,  or  only  reappeared  occasionally  when  pure  wea- 
riness of  a desultory  and  seemingly  endless  debate 
led  to  an  impatience  for  something  like  method, 
and  an  eager  desire  to  escape  by  any  avenue  from 
the  labyrinth  in  which  we  were  involved. 

The  project  was  one  which  had  a show  of  plausi- 
bility about  it,  and  addressed  itself  favorably  to 
those  who  were  anxious  to  get  rid  of  this  unplea- 
sant matter  as  speedily  as  possible. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  our  eagerness  to  es- 
cape, we  must  not  leave  behind  us  a precedent 
fraught  with  mischiefs  far  greater  than  any  tempo- 
rary embarrassment.  The  present  posture  of  af- 
fairs is  one  which  must  recur  at  the  commencement 
of  every  future  congress.  It  is  not  a matter  which 
passes  off  and  terminates  in  itself.  We  cannot  es- 
cape responsibility  to  those  who  come  after  us  and 
to  the  country.  What  we  do  is  for  good  or  evil 
hereafter.  The  great  outline  of  proceeding  now 
adopted  will  be  looked  to  by  our  successors  when 
the  spirit  of  compromise  and  the  pledges  of  for- 
bearance that  accompanied  it  shall  have  been  for- 
gotten. 

In  considering  the  merits  of  this  scheme,  I must 
assume  that  in  practice,  the  task  of  deciding  upon 
and  announcing  the  disputed  and  undisputed  mem- 
bers ‘will  be  exercised  by  the  clerk  as  has  been  done 
at  the  present  session.  We  are  now  to  take  up  and 
adopt  his  proscribed  list.  We  have  nothing  else 
before  us  to  indicate  a dispute;  and  the  late  move- 
ment did  not,  as  I understand  it,  proceed  on  the 
ground  of  disapprobation  of  this  part  of  his  conduct. 
What,  then,  is  substantially  the  lesson  to  be  drawn 
from  our  proceedings?  The  clerk  having  announc- 
ed the  name  of  one  representative  from  New  Jersey 
withholds  the  names  of  the  other ./See,  on  the  ground 
that  their  seats  are  contested.  01' the  nature  of  the 
contest  we  officially  know  nothing.  It  is  proposed 
now  that  we  acquiesce  in  this  proceeding  of  the 
clerk  without  further  question;  that  he  shall  proceed 
with  the  list,  and  whenever  he  chooses  to  say  that 
a dispute  exists,  he  is  to  drop  the  whole  or  a part  of 
any  given  delegation.  Those  who  may  remain  after 
this  arbitrary  and  uncontrolled  process  of  expurga- 
tion by  the  clerk,  are  to  sit  in  judgment  on  the  rest, 
taking  up  the  cases  seriatim,  and  excluding  from 
the  judicial  function  of  all  those  who  have  been  or- 
dered by  the  clerk  to  stand  aside  as  disputed. 
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Sir,  is  not  the  bare  statement  of  the  proposition 
enough  to  show  that  it  cannot  be  a safe  and  practi- 
cable one?  A clerk,  whose  own  re-election  depends 
on  the  composition  of  the  house,  at  a given  mo- 
ment is  made  absolute  and  uncontrolled  masterover 
that  composition!  He  has  only  to  assert  that  the 
seats  of  his  opponents,  or  some  of  them,  are  disput- 
ed, in  order  to  insure  a majority  of  those  who,  he 
knows,  will  vote  for  him,  and  for  a speaker  of  the 
same  party.  It  is  optional  with  these  men  when 
once  seated  as  a quorum  to  act  as  they  please.  They 
have  the  power,  and  who  can  say  it  will  not  be  ex- 
ercised? I am  far  from  supposing  that  any  gentleman 
would  bo  wilfully  perfidious  to  the  pledge  of  mode- 
ration and  forbearance  that  seems  to  be  loosely  pas- 
sing round.  But  the  very  necessity  for  these  pledg- 
es shows  that  the  rule  cannot  work  well  in  practice. 
It  is  our  own  offspring,  and  we  may  be  willing  to 
conceal  its  deformities;  but  the  next  congress  will 
find  this  on  record  as  the.  process  ready  prepared  to 
their  hands,  and  they  will  be  disengaged  from 
pledges.  The  unlimited  control  must,  of  necessity 
be  given  to  the  party  having  an  influence  over  the 
clerk,  and  that  control  may  be  perpetrated  in  infini- 
tum, because  we  know  that  contests  may  be  started 
up  at  an  hour’s  notice.  Besides,  sir,  who  has  a 
right  to  give  pledges  on  the  subject?  Who  has  a 
right  to  [dace  the  exercise  of  his  legislative  func- 
tions  at  the  chance  of  this  lottery?  And  what  is  the 
nature  of  the  pledge?  That  we  will  not  elect  a 
speaker  or  transact  business  until  these  disputed 
cases  are  settled?  Is  this  the  plgdge?  And  where 
is  it  to  lead  us?  We  have  already  heard  it  announc- 
ed by  gentlemen  on  this  floor,  in  swelling  terms, 
that  they  are  not  going  to  yield  to  forms  andAechni- 
calities— to  the  broad  seals  of  states,  or  the  certifi- 
cates of  governors — that  they  will  not  be  satisfied 
without  probing  this  matter  to  the  bottom,  and  as- 
certaining whether  governor  Pennington  has  prac- 
tised a fraud  on  the  people  of  New  Jersey.  Indeed! 
And  so,  sir,  we  are  pledged  to  abandon  the  duties 
of  legislation,  to  remain  here  in  our  respective 
parts  of  judges  and  suitors,  as  the  clerk  shall  ar- 
range us,  until  materials  shall  be  collected  to  pass 
on  the  alleged  misdeeds  of  gov.  Pennington. 

But  suppose,  Mr.  Chairman,  there  should  not  be 
a quorum  of  undisputed  seats?  Nobody  knows,  at 
present,  how  many  seats  are  disputed.  That  know- 
ledge rests  exclusively  with  the  clerk.  He  is  to 
say  whether  I,  for  example,  am  to  act  as  a judge 
over  others,  or  am  myself  to  be  put  upon  trial. — 
Every  one  waits  in  breathless  anxiety  to  know  his 
fate.  And,  if  any  advantage  can  be  drawn  from  a 
dispute,  will  not  one  be  trumped  as  a matter  of 
course?  The  question  will  be,  in  each  district,  not 
why  a dispute  should  be  raised,  but  why  a dispute 
should  not  be  raised;  it  will  serve  to  justify  a wrangle, 
and  ill  high  party  times  any  shallow  pretext  may 
be  laid  hold  of;  it  will,  at  least,  provide  a set-off  to 
some  dispute  on  the  other  side  equally  frivolous. 
No  man  ever  failed  at  a popular  election  without 
believing  himself  very  ill-used,  and  he  is  in  a mood 
to  listen  with  eagerness  to  representations  which 
tend,  at  least,  to  break  the  first  chagrin  of  disap- 
pointment and  sooth  the  smarting  wounds  of  va- 
nity. If,  then,  a majority  of  cases  be  disputed, 
we  are  absolutely  at  the  end  of  this  contrivance — 
this  wretched  makeshift.  You  have  renounced  and 
brought  into  discredit  the  only  safe  and  practicable 
rule.  It  will,  at  least,  labor  under  the  disadvantage 
of  having  been,  during  one  congress,  decried  and 
over  ruled.  Can  you  expect  to  lift  it  from  disgrace 
and  restore  it  to  favor,  in  the  face,  not  only  of  eager 
passions  and  importunate  interests,  but  of  your  own 
fatal  example? 

What  was  the.  new  code  of  evidence  which  gen- 
tlemen sought  to  introduce  here?  The  prima  facie 
positive,  under  the  great  seal  of  a state,  in  all  the 
forms  of  authentication,  was  sneered  at — it  was  to 
go  for  nothing;  but  the  prima  facie  negative  of  a 
clerk’s  breath  was  potent  enough  to  disfranchise  a 
great  commonwealth!  The  laws  of  New  Jersey  on 
this  subject  formed  a part  of  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States.  That  instrument  referred  to  and 
adopted  the  state  laws,  which  thu3  acquired  as  high 
a sanction  as  if  they  had  been  incorporated  into  it 
in  1737.  The  oath  to  support  the  constitution 
reached  to  and  comprehended  those  laws. 

It  seems  to  be  conceded  that  the  course  proposed 
was  in  defiance  of  all  usage  in  our  own  country; 
but  an  intimation  had  been  thrown  out  in  various 
quarters  that  the  practice  of  the  house  of  commons 
lent  a sanction  to  it. 

[Mr.  B.  here  appealed  to  Mr.  Thomas,  Mr.  Van- 
derpoel  and  Mr.  Illicit,  to  know  distinctly  if  they  so 
contended.  These  gentlemen  were  understood  to 
disclaim  any  special  familiarity  with  ttie  subject, 
but  to  have  sta'ed  iheir  general  impressions.] 

Mr.  B.  said  he  hail  put  the  question  in  all  courtesy 
and  respect,  with  a view  to  know  how  far  his  own 


recollection  was  at  variance  with  that  of  others. — 
He  had  no  doubt  that  the  usage  there  was  precisely 
the  same  as  here.  There  could  be  no  other  rule 
that  would  enable  such  a body  as  the  house  of  com- 
mons to  get  to  the  despatch-of  business. 

During  the  discussion,  he  had  sent  to  the  library 
for  one  of  the  popular  digests,  supposing  that  a 
reference  to  the  point  might  be  found.  The  work 
he  held  in  his  hand  was  of  no  great  authority,  but 
perhaps,  best  suited  the  purpose  as  likely  to  con- 
tain only  what  was  familiar  and  well  settled.  He 
then  read  from  Jacob’s  Law  Dictionary,  (title  par- 
liament); 

“When  the  right  of  election  is  doubtful,  and  con- 
sequently it  is  uncertain  that  candidates  are  duly 
elected,  the  returning  officer  may,  and  for  his  own 
safety  ought,  to  make  a double  return.  But  this 
must  be  done  upon  the  returning  officer's  own  judg- 
ment, not  upon  the  agreement  of  the  parties.  If 
two  or  more  sets  of  electors  make  each  a return  of 
a different  member,  (which  is  called  a double  elec- 
tion), that  return  only  which  the  returning  officer 
to  whom  the  sheriff’s  precept  was  directed  has 
signed  and  sealed  is  good.  And  the  members  by 
him  returned  shall  sit  until  displaced  on  petition.. — 
Sim.  184.  By  the  Irish  act,  35  Geo.  3,  c.  29,  the 
returning  officer  (even  though  not  otherwise  quali- 
fied to  vote)  must,  in  case  of  an  equality  of  votes 
at  the  poll,  give  his  casting  vote  and  make  a 
return.” 

Here,  then,  was  the  rule,  (and  no  other  could 
ever  be  carried  out),  that  the  right  to  sit  of  the  in- 
dividual coming  within  the  requisitions  of  the  law 
must,  in  the  first  instance,  be  deemed  conclusive. — 
Such  had  been  the  doctrine  triumphantly  carried 
out  by  the  present  chief  magistrate  in  the  case  which 
arose  in  New  York — a case  to  which  his  friends  in 
this  house  had  not  attempted  to  make  a reply.  Mr. 
B.  said  he  did  not  refer  to  the  principles  on  which,  in 
England,  the  ultimate  right  was  settled  on  a petition 
to  the  house.  They  turned  on  the  Grenville  act  and 
other  subsequent  statutes,  all  of  which  were  incor- 
porated into  one  in  1828.  Those  principles  were 
substantially  the  same  as  in  our  own  country. 

But  the  question  might  be  asked,  if  the  majority 
refuse  to  act  on  the  old  usage,  what  is  to  be  done? 
Must  there  not  be  a compromise?  Must  we  not 
yield  to  some  scheme  by  which  one  portion  of  the 
house  shall,  at  hap-hazard,  be  constituted  judges 
over  the  other  portion?  Each  one  must  answer  these 
questions  for  himself  Mr.  B.  was  not  tenacious 
about  3mall  matters;  but  here,  in  his  opinion,  was 
a course  proposed  that  struck  at  a principle  on  the 
sacred  observance  of  which,  in  sincerity  and  good 
faith,  must  depend  the  future  organization  of  this 
bouse  in  times  of  deep  party  excitement.  He  could 
not  compromise,  however  he  might  be  over-ruled. 
Doubtless  a majority  might  insist  on  any  proposi- 
tion, however  absurd,  and  whatever  impediment  it 
placed  in  the  way  of  the  rightful  action  of  the  go- 
vernment. It  might  refuse  to  receive  a message 
from  the  senate  until  the  credentials  of  that  body 
were  explored  and  the  allegations  of  opposing 
claimants  fully  considered  and  passed  upon.  It 
might  refuse  to  receive  the  president’s  message  on 
some  similar  alligation.  Would  the  senate  or  pre- 
sident proffer  terms  of  compromise?  Mr.  B.  said 
he  could  not  suffer  himself  to  be  jaded  into  an  aban- 
donment of  what  he  deemed  a matter  of  vital  in- 
terest. 

Mr.  B.  referred  to  the  charge  of  usurpation  which 
had  been  urged  against  the  chairman  for  making  a 
decision  when  called  upon.  What  was  he  to  do? — 
Refuse  to  act?  Take  a leaf  out  of  the  clerk’s  book? 
The  result  would  be  that  the  house  must  have 
driven  him  out  of  the  chair  in  order  to  place  there 
somebody  who  ivould  go  through  this  very  act  of 
“usurpation,”  and  thus  put  the  question  in  a train 
for  settlement. 

Mr.  While,  of  Kentucky,  rose  and  asked  the 
clerk  of  the  house  to  state  what  was  the  decision 
of  the  chair,  from  which  an  appeal  had  been  taken. 

[The  clerk  here  read  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Wise, 
of  Virginia,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  acting  clerk  of  this  house  shall 
proceed  with  the  call  of  the  members  from  the  different 
stales  of  the  union  in  the  usual  way,  calling  the  names 
of  such  members  from  New  Jersey  as  hold  the  regular 
and  legal  commissions  from  the  executive  of  thatstate. 

Ami  then  the  following  resolution,  which  Mr. 
llhetl,  of  South  Carolina,  offered  as  a substitute: 

Resolved,  That  the  house  will  proceed  to  call  ihe 
names  of  gentlemen  whose  rights  to  seats  are  not 
disputed  or  contested;  and  after  the  names  of  such 
members  are  called,  and  before  a speaker  is  elected, 
they  shall,  provided  there  be  a quorum  of  such  present, 
then  hear  and  adjudge  upon  the  elections,  returns  and 
qualifications  of  all  claimants  to  the  scats  contested 
on  this  floor. 

The  clerk  then  stated  that  Mr.  Rhelt  moved  to  lay 
the  resolution  of  Mr.  Wise  upon  the  table  with  a 


view  to  ofTer  his  resolution  as  a substitute;  and  upon 
the  question  of  laying  Mr.  Wise’s  resolution  upon 
the  table,  tellers  were  called.  Mr.  Dromgoole,  of 
Virginia,  being  one  of  the  tellers  appointed  by  the 
chair,  the  question  being  about  to  be  put  upon  file 
adoption  ol  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Rhetl,  rose  and  ob- 
served to  the  chair,  that  he  had  been  appointed  by 
the  chair  to  act  as  one  of  the  tellers,  and  was  ready 
to  discharge  the  duty  assigned  him,  but  desired  to 
be  instructed  by  the  chair  how  he  was  to  perform  if. 
The  chair  replied  that  he  conceived  the  rule  (o  be 
that  such  persons  as  possessed  commissions  in  con- 
formity with  the  constitution  of  the  United  States 
and  the  laws  of  New  Jersey  were  entitled  to  vote  as 
members  of  the  house,  and  that  no  others  were  enti- 
tled; and  from  this  decision  of  the  chair,  Mr.  Van- 
derpoel,  of  New  York,  appealed  to  the  house.] 

Mr.  While  then  said:  Mr.  Chairman,  for  giving 
this  decision,  you  have  been  charged  with  being 
guilty  of  an  act  of  usurpation.  Sir,  the  appetite  for 
denunciation  did  not  stop  here.  The  honorable 
member  from  New  York  (Mr.  Vanderpoel)  de- 
nounced your  decision  as  a gross  usurpation.  And 
another  honorable  member  from  Maryland,  (Mr. 
F.  Thomas),  followed  suit,  and  characterised  your 
decision  as  an  act  of  monstrous  usurpation.  Mr. 
White  (addressing  himself  to  the  chair)  said,  if 
it  be  true  you  have  been  guilly  of  the  high  of- 
fence with  which  you  stand  charged,  neither  the 
courtesy  of  debate,  the  sanctity  of  the  exalted  sta- 
tion you  now  fill  as  presiding  officer  of  this  house, 
no,  sir,  nor  even  your  gray  hairs,  should  screen  you 
from  the  odium  due  lo  the  usurper  and  the  despot. 
But,  sir,  if  it  shall  turn  out,  upon  a fair  investiga- 
tion of  the  question,  that  the  decision  of  the  chair 
is  in  strict  conformity  to  the  constitution,  to  law,  to 
all  past  parliamentary  usage  in  this  country,  as  welt 
as  in  all  other  civilized  countries,  what  should  be 
the  sentence  pronounced  upon  your  accusers?  Sir, 
the  undivided  execrations  of  mankind  should  be 
thundered  in  their  ears. 

Mr.  W.  contended  that  the  chair  was  perfectly 
justifiable  in  declaring  the  opinion  from  which  the 
appeal  was  taken — he  had  no  alternative  left  him 
but  to  decide,  or  shrink  from  a discharge  of  his  duty. 
The  question  remains,  did  he  decide  right?  Mr. 
W.  remarked  that,  before  he  went  into  the  argu- 
ment upon  the  correctness  of  the  opinion  of  the 
chair  upon  principle,  and  upon  usage  and  precedent, 
he  would  call  the  attention  of  the  house,  and  par- 
ticularly the  attention  of  the  member  from  N.  York, 
(Mr.  Vanderpoel),  and  the  member  from  Maryland, 
(Mr.  F.  Thomas),  to  an  authority  in  support  of  the 
decision  of  the  chair,  that  he  knew  would  not  be 
controverted  by  either  ot  the  honorable  gentlemen: 
and  out  of  your  own  mouths,  said  Mr.  W.  1 will 
convict  you. 

Mr.  W.  then  proceeded  to  read  from  the  speech  of 
Mr.  Vanderpoel,  of  New  York,  delivered  in  the 
case  of  the  contested  election  of  Moore  and  Letch- 
er in  the  year  1834.  Mr.  W.  asserted  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  (Mr.  Vanderpoel),  in  that 
debate,  ably  and  eloquently  maintained  the  precise 
doctrine  contained  in  the  decision  of  the  chair,  and 
the  very  opposite  doctrine  now  so  vehemently  con- 
tended for  by  the  gentleman.  In  that  debate  the 
gentleman  held  the  following  language: 

“No,  sir,  I go  for  the  laws  and  the  constitution — 
whether  they  define  the  qualifications  of  the  voter, 
or  prescribe  the  manner  in  winch  this  right  shall  be 
exercised.  I cannot  here  be  persuaded  either  to 
jump  over  the  constitution  or  crawl  under  the  law, 
by  the  captivating  doctrine  that  the  right  of  suffrage 
is  paramount  to  the  law  and  the  constitution.  Sir,  I 
know  not  whence  we  derive  equitable  powers  so 
transcendent  as  those  which  I have  here,  to  my  very 
great  surprise,  heard  claimed  for  us — powers  which 
enable  us  to  set  the  laws  and  the  constitution  at  de- 
fiance, and  authorise  us  here,  in  a judicial  capacity, 
to  exercise  the  despot’s  prerogative — to  dispense  jus- 
tice according  to  our  abstract  notions  of  right  and 
wrong.  Sir,  will  not  this  lead  lo  a perfect  mobocra- 
cy?  Sir,  I hail  always  supposed  that  all  legal  ends 
in  civilized  communities,  and  under  free  and  consti- 
tutional governments,  were  to  be  obtained  by  law- 
ful and  constitutional  means;  and  that  it  is  better, 
far  better,  that  the  end  should  sometimes  be  lest 
than  adopt  the  more  than  Vandal  heresy,  that  the 
‘end  justifies  the  means.’  ” 

This,  Mr.  W.  charged,  was  the  language  of  the 
eloquent  gentleman  upon  that  occasion,  containing 
doctiines  as  sound  as  holy  writ — the  very  doctrines 
of  the  decision  of  the  chair — doctrines  that  will  stand 
the  scrutiny  of  “talents  and  of  time.”  In  that  de- 
bate the  gentleman  acknowledged  himself  the  power 
of  the  constitution;  according  to  his  political  creed 
then,  the  law  and  the  constitution  was  supreme,  and 
that  right  of  suffrage  itself  was  to  be  sacrificed  if  it 
came  in  conflict  with  the  law  of  the  state.  But  now, 
sir,  democracy  amt  popular  rights  are  paramount  to 
law  and  the  constitution.  Now,  this  same  gentle- 
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man  denounces  this  very  doctrine  as  a "small,  mi- 
serable, squeaking  technicality;”  and  those  members 
(vho  claim  their  seats  from  New  Jersey  under  the 
commission  of  the  governor,  executed  in  strict  con- 
formity to  the  laws  of  that  state,  as  “ pretenders , 
coming  here  under  the  cloak  of  a sheer  bond.”  01 
consistency,  thou  art  a virtue!  Mr.  W.  appealed  to 
the  gentleman  now  to  justify  his  present  course. — 
He  appealed  to  Ihe  good  sense  of  every  member  in 
the  house  to  decide  whether  the  opinion  given  by 
the  chair  was  not  fully  and  amply  supported  by  the 
very  extracts  quoted  from  the  speech  of  the  gentle- 
man in  1834.  Mr.  W.  asked,  what  had  brought  so 
radical  a change  in  the  gentleman’s  political  creed? 
Had  his  recent  tour  to  Europe  furnished  him  fresh 
light  upon  democracy ? 

Mr.  W.  said,  Mr.  Chairman,  I will  now  address 
myselt  for  a short  time  to  the  honorable  member  from 
Maryland,  (Mr.  F.  Thomas).  He  asked  the  undi- 
vided attention  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
(who  occupied  a seat  immediately  in  front  of  Mr. 
W.)  whilst  he  read  from  an  authority  which  he  well 
knew  that  gentleman  would  recognise  as  sound  doc- 
trine, however  much  others  might  be  disposed  to 
controvert  it.  Mr.  W.  then  proceeded  to  read  fiom 
the  speech  of  Mr.  F.  Thomas,  of  Maryland,  deliver- 
ed at  the  late  session  of  congress,  in  the  contested 
election  of  Claiborne  andGholson,  the  following  ex- 
tracts: 

“When  the  clerk  had  reached  the  names  of  the 
members  elected  from  the  state  of  Mississippi,  one 
of  them  has  already  told  you  he  would  repair  to  the 
table  to  be  sworn;  and  in  this  he  is  right.  Who  shall 
infringe  the  rights  for  which  he  contends?  He  is 
one  of  the  chosen  representative  of  the  people  of 
Mississippi.  He  has  with  him  a certificate  of  elec- 
tion, signed  by  the  governor  of  that  state.  He  ap- 
pears here  with  his  colleague  with  the  same  proof 
to  take  his  seat  that  we  each  have.  And  they  have 
the  same  authority  to  question  our  right  as  we  have 
theirs.  They  have  the  unbroken  custom  for  their 
guide;  and  no  injustice  can  be  done  to  any  portion 
of  the  American  people  by  a strict  adherence  to  this 
wholesome  and  convenient  usage.” 

Mr.  W.  remarked  that,  in  that  case  and  upon  that 
occasion,  the  governor’s  certificate  was  conclusive 
to  the  gentleman’s  mind;  so  sacred  that  no  man 
should  dare  question  the  right  of  the  member  to 
qualify.  Upon  that  occasion  the  gentleman  held 
usage  nod  precedent  in  high  esteem.  Yes,  sir,  upon 
that  occasion  a “strict  adherence  to  usage”  was  the 
orthodox  doctrine.  Now,  sir.  the  honorable  mem- 
ber (with  what  courtesy,  what  consistency,  I leave 
to  himself  to  determine)  charges  you  with  being 
guilty  of  an  act  ot  “monstrous  u suipation,”  for  de- 
ciding that  the  members  holding  the  certificate  of 
election,  in  conformity  to  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States  and  the  laws  of  the  respective  states, 
are  entitled  to  be  recognised  as  members.  Is  this 
not  strange,  passing  strange.  No,  sir,  the  case  be- 
ing altered,  it  alters  the  case.  The  sitting  mem- 
bers, Messrs.  Claiborne  and  Gholson,  were  good  de- 
mocrats; that  being  the  case,  usage  and  precedent 
were  safe  and  wholesome  guides. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  would  not  consume  the  time  of 
the  house  in  commenting  upon  the  flagrant  absurdi- 
ties and  inconsistencies  of  the  gentlemen.  He  would 
simply  say,  O!  shame,  where  is  thy  blush ? 

Mr.  W.  said  he  did  not  base  the  correctness  of 
the  decision  of  the  chair  alone  upon  the  high  au- 
thorities from  which  he  had  read.  He  found  higher 
authority.  He  looked  to  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States — the  constitution  of  the  state  of  New 
Jersey — and  the  laws  of  that  commonwealth.  From 
these  resources  (Mr.  W.  contended)  we  obtained 
the  rules  by  which  we  should  be  governed  in  decid- 
ing who  were  members  upon  this  floor,  either  tem- 
porary or  permanent.  By  the  first,  we  are  empow- 
ered to  judge  of  the  election  returns  and  qualifica- 
tions of  our  members.  By  the  second  and  third, 
the  time,  place  and  manner  of  holding  the  election 
are  prescribed.  The  constitution  of  the  U.  States 
is  the  paramount  law  of  the  land,  and  no  valid  elec- 
tion can  be  held  until  the  state  legislature  has  pre- 
scribed the  rules  by  which  it  is  to  be  governed. — 
True,  congress  has  the  power  to  alter  these  rules; 
but  it  must  be  done  by  law.  This  house  cannot  do 
it — no  such  inherent,  omnipotent  power  belongs  to 
us,  as  some  gentlemen  suppose,  and  have  contended 
for.  Until  a law  is  passed  by  congress,  the  law  of 
the  state  must  prevail. 

Mr.  W.  contended  it  were  worse  than  vain  for 
gentlemen  to  talk  here  about  “abstract  rights”  and 
“liberal  principles”  upon  a question  of  constitution, 
of  law,  and  immemorial  usage.  It  was  ridiculous  to 
hear  honorable  members  denounce  an  adherence  to 
well  established  precedent  a “ miserable  technicali- 
ty.” Such  doctrines  lead  to  the  overthrow  of  all  or- 
der, the  subversion  of  all  government.  Instead  of  a 
government  of  laws,  which  should  be  the  pride  and 
boast  of  every  patriot,  we  would  sink  into  a wild 


and  lawless  anarchy.  Let  the  principles  contended 
for  in  this  debate  prevail,  and  the  valued  and  estab- 
lished institutions  of  our  country  will  be  transform- 
ed into  a “mobocracy.” 

Mr.  W.  maintained  that  the  true  issue  before  the 
house  had  been  passed  over  and  disregarded  in  this 
debate.  It  was  not  a question  now,  he  contended, 
who  was  entitled  to  be  permanent  members  of  this 
house  during  this  congress  from  the  state  of  New 
Jersey.  That  was  a question  that  could  not  now 
arise,  in  the  disorganized  state  of  this  body,  there 
being  nobody  competent  to  decide  that  question  un- 
til the  house  was  duly  organized  and  a speaker  cho- 
sen. The  single  isolated  question  to  be  decided  at 
present  was,  who  are  to  take  their  seats  as  tempora- 
ry members  to  aid  in  the  organization  of  the  house? 
You,  Mr.  Chairman,  have  answered,  and  answered 
correctly — those  individuals,  and  those  only,  who 
hold  the  certificates  in  due  conformity  to  the  consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  and  the  laws  of  the  re- 
spective states.  In  deciding  this,  you  do  not  un- 
dertake to  settle  who  ultimately,  upon  an  investiga- 
tion of  facts,  will  be  entitled  to  permanent  seats 
during  the  present  congress;  nor  does  your  decision 
affect  that  issue  in  the  remotest  degree’when  it  shall 
arise.  Mr.  W.  contended  that  the  question  of  tem- 
porary right  was  one  thing,  and  the  permanent  right 
a very  different  thing.  Mr.  W.  remarked  that  it 
mattered  not  to  him  who  obtained  the  temporary  seat 
to  aid  in  the  organization  of  the  house.  When  the 
question  came  to  be  tried  upon  its  merits,  he  should 
vote  to  award  the  permanent  Seat  to  the  individual 
who  had  the  greatest  number  of  qualified  voters  of 
his  district  or  state,  guided  by  such  rules  of  testimo- 
ny as  the  legislature  of  New  Jersey  have  enacted 
to  determine  upon  the  returns  of  her  elections. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  it  has  been  contended  that 
your  decision  is  in  conflict  with  the  usage  of  the 
English  parliament.  This  Mr.  W.  denied.  In 
England,  as  in  this  country,  he  challenged  the  pro- 
duction of  a single  precedent,  in  the  organization  of 
a deliberative  body,  where  the  member  holding  the 
legal  return  has  been  disqualified  from  acting  in  the 
organization  of  the  house.  Mr.  W.  said  he  would 
not  weary  the  house  by  reading  cases  (which  he 
eould  do  almost  without  number)  where  the  member 
holding  the  regular  certificate  had  taken  his  seat  in 
the  organization  of  the  house,  although,  in  a great 
majority  of  the  cases,  upon  an  investigation  of  the 
merits,  the  returned  member  was  ejected,  and  prov- 
ed not  to  be  the  rightful  member.  Mr.  W.  then 
read  from  Blackstone’s  Commentaries,  1st  volume, 
page  181.  “The  members  of  parliament  returned 
by  the  sheriffs  are  the  sitting  members  until  the  house 
of  commons,  upon  petition,  shall  adjudge  the  return 
false  and  illegal.”  But,  Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  con- 
tended that  your  decision  is  in  conflict  with  that 
rule  of  the  house  which  provides  that  “no  member 
shall  vote  on  any  question  in  the  event  of  which  he 
is  immediately  and  particularly  interested.”  Mr. 
W.  contended  this  rule  did  not  apply  in  the  present 
case.  True,  the  members  claiming  to  vote  had  a 
partial  interest  in  the  qnestion;  but  their  constituents 
— the  people  of  New  Jersey — held  the  paramount 
interest  in  the  case.  It  was  not  the  case  of  the  in- 
dividuals; it  was  emphatically  the  case  of  the  people 
of  the  state  of  New  Jersey.  Yes,  sir,  it  is  the  right 
of  the  people  of  the  state  of  New  Jersey  to  repre- 
sentation upon  this  floor  that  is  at  stake  here.  This 
is  the  great  interest  involved  in  the  discussion  of 
this  question,  and  not  the  small  rights  of  personal 
privilege  and  pecuniary  compensation  that  may  or 
may  not  attach  to  the  individual  members.  Exclude 
these  members,  and  you  deprive  the  sovereign  state 
of  New  Jersey  of  five-sixths  of  her  representation 
upon  this  floor;  and  this  is  denominated  true  and 
genuine  democracy,  and  you  are  charged  with  being 
a “ despot  and  usuiper”  for  deciding  otherwise. 

Sir,  the  moment  we  abandon  the  law  we  are  afloat 
upon  the  broad  ocean  of  uncertainty.  The  states 
have  the  power  to  regulate  the  time,  place  and  man- 
ner of  holding  the  elections;  this  power  is  expressly 
granted  in  the  federal  constitution,  as  already  ob- 
served. The  state  of  New  Jersey,  as  well  as  all  other 
states  in  this  union,  has  exercised  this  right,  and  de- 
fined the  rules  of  making  returns  of  her  members 
to  congress.  To  disregard  the  law  of  the  state,  and 
confirm  or  reject  credentials  upon  our  own  ideas  of 
right  and  justice,  would  be  the  very  thing  the  hono- 
rable members  from  New  York  and  Maryland 
(Messrs.  Vanderpoel  and  F.  Thomas)  have  charged 
upon  you — a most  flagrant  act  of  usurpation.  Sir, 
said  Mr.  W.  we  may  talk  of  “ state  rights,”  of  "po- 
pular rights,”  of  “special  pleading,”  of  “ squeaking 
technicalities;”  but  if  we  disregard  the  laws  of  the 
states,  enacted  upon  a subject  expressly  reserved  for 
their  legislation,  and  substitute  our  own  will  for 
their  solemn  statutes,  he  boldly  asserted  we  will 
have  established  a principle  that  will  sap  the  very 
foundation  of  state  sovereignty,  the  last  vestige  of 
liberty  reserved  to  the  members  of  this  confederacy. ' 


Such  a principle  carried  out  must  lead  to  the  con- 
centration of  air  power  in  the  general  government. 
It  would  override  all  the  barriers  erected  in  the  con- 
stitution between  the  central  government  and  the 
rights  of  the  several  states,  and  would  ultimately 
end  in  absolute  despotism. 

Mr.  Duncan  rose  and  said  that  he  understood  yes- 
terday that  after  the  appointment  of  a chairman  the 
rules  of  the  last  house  of  representatives  were 
adopted  for  the  government  of  this  house  for  the 
time  being.  One  of  those  rules,  he  believed,  re- 
quired that  the  yeas  and  nays  should  be  called  alpha- 
betically. Now,  he  wished  the  chairman  to  say 
whether  the  yeas  and  nays  would  be  called  if  de- 
manded, and  how? 

The  chairman  stated  that  the  rule  did  not  apply, 
because  the  organization  of  the  house  was  not  com- 
pleted. The  yeas  and  nays,  therefore,  could  not  now 
be  called. 

Mr.  Dromgoolc  then  rose  and  gave  notice  that  in 
the  event  of  such  a decision  being  made  in  the 
very  teeth  of  the  constitution,  which  requires  that 
the  yeas  and  nays  shall  be  called  when  desired  by 
one-fifth  of  the  members  present,  he  would  take  an 
appeal  from  it. 

Mr.  Duncan  asked  if  there  was  not  a rule  of  the 
last  house  of  representatives  which  prohibited  a 
member  from  voting  “on  any  question  in  which  he 
is  immediately  and  personally  interested;”  and  whe- 
ther this  rule,  in  the  opinion  of  the  chairman,  did  not 
apply  to  the  gentlemen  claiming  seats  as  represen- 
tatives from  the  state  of  New  Jersey? 

The  chairman,  stated  that  the  five  members  from 
New  Jersey,  who  were  commissioned  by  the  go- 
vernor, were  not  prohibited  from  voting  under  that 
rule.  The  gentlemen  themselves  were  not  immedi- 
ately and  personally  interested;  it  was  their  consti- 
tuents only  who  were  interested. 

Mr.  Duncan  then  remarked  that  if  those  certi- 
ficates with  the  broad  seal  of  New  Jersey  entitle 
the  holders  of  them  to  vote,  he  would  ask  gentle- 
men, and  the  chairman  particularly,  what  was  to 
be  done  with  the  certificates  and  broad  seal  of  Penn- 
sylvania, which  certainly  ought  to  be  as  broad  as 
the  great  seal  of  New  Jersey.  In  the  case  of  the 
state  of  Pennsylvania  there  were  the  certificates  of 
two  governors,  both  bearing  on  them  the  broad  seal 
of  the  state,  certifying  that  two  different  individu- 
als (Mr.  Ingersoll  and  Mr.  Naylor)  are  elected  to 
represent  the  same  district.  What,  he  inquired, 
was  to  be  done  in  that  case?  Could  any  gentleman 
tell  him?  If  the  house  admitted  the  claimants  from 
New  Jersey,  because  they  possessed  the  governor’s 
certificate  with  the  broad  seal,  would  it  not  neces- 
sarily be  obliged  to  admit  both  of  the  gentlemen 
from  Pennsylvania,  each  of  whom  have  similar  do- 
cuments, and  thus  give  Pennsylvania  one  repre- 
sentative more  than  she  was  now  entitled  to?  Be- 
ing desirous  that  the  house  should  have  time  to  re- 
flect on  the  subject,  and  the  chairman  also,  he 
would  therefore  move  that  when  the  house  adjourn, 
it  adjourn  to  meet  at  12  o’clock  on  Monday  next. 

[An  abstract  of  the  proceedings  of  the  7th,  9th, 
10th  and  11th  December,  was  inserted  in  the  last 
Register,  pages  247,  248  and  241  ] 

The  house,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Duncan,  adjourned 
till  to-morrow  at  12  o’clock. 

Thursday,  Dec.  12.  The  members  elect  of  the 
house  of  representatives  were  called  to  order  at 
noon  this  day  by  the  honorable  J.  Q.  Mams,  their 
chairman. 

After  the  journals  were  read,  Mr.  Campbell , of 
South  Carolina,  remarked  that,  the  house  having 
refused  to  reconsider  the  first  branch  of  the  reso- 
lution adopted  yesterday,  and  believing  its  main- 
tenance inconsistent  with  the  resolution  he  had  in- 
tended to  offer  in  its  stead,  he  now  rose  for  the 
purpose  of  withdrawing  his  motion  for  reconside- 
ration. 

The  chairman  stated  that  the  question  pending 
had  been  on  a motion  to  reconsider  the  latter  part 
of  the  resolution  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  S. 
Carolina  (Mr.  Rhett),  but  that  motion  had  just  been 
withdrawn. 

Mr.  Wise.  Then,  the  house  having  refused  to 
reconsider,  the  resolution  is  now  in  force.  I move 
that  the  clerk  now  proceed  to  carry  the  first  part  of 
it  into  effect  by  proceeding  to  call  the  roll. 

Chairman.  The  clerk  will  call  the  residue  of 
the  roll  as  directed  by  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Garland,  clerk  of  the  last  congress,  acting 
as  clerk  of  this  house,  then  proceeded  to  complete 
the  calling  of  the  roll  of  the  house. 

When  the  roll  had  been  called  through — 

Mr.  Randolph,  of  New  Jersey,  obtained  the 
floor,  but  yielded  it  for  the  call  of  absentees. 

The  absentees  being  called,  and  having  now  ap- 
peared and  answered,  or  their  absence  having  been 
accounted  for  by  their  friends, 

Mr.  Randolph  then  went  on  to  say  that  he  held  in 
his  hand  a paper  which  he  wished  to  be  read  by 
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the  clerk,  and  he  thereupon  sent  it  to  the  clerk’s 
table. 

Mr.  Bynum.  I object  to  the  reading. 

[Many  voices,  “what  is  it?’’  “State!  state!”] 

Mr.  Vanderpoel  and  Mr.  Dromgoole  addressed  the 
chair. 

[Cries  of  “read!  read!”  “no!  no!  state  what  it 
is!  ”] 

Mr.  Pickens  expressed  his  hope  that  (lie  gentle- 
man from  New  Jersey  would,  as  was  the  course 
when  a paper  was  produced  and  asked  to  be  read, 
state  briefly  what  were  its  contents. 

Mr.  Randolph.  If  the  clerk  will  send  ine  hack 
the  paper,  I will  read  it  myself,  which  will  be  the 
shortest  way  of  reaching  its  contents. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maine,  rose  to  order.  What  is  the 
question? 

The  chairman.  The  question  is  whether  a paper 
submitted  by  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  shall 
be  read;  objection  has  been  made;  and  he  has  been 
asked  briefly  to  state  what  the  paper  contains. 

Mr.  Smith.  I know  not  what  it  is;  but  if  it  is 
intended  as  a defence  of  the  rights  of  any  gentle- 
man here,  or  of  other  gentlemen,  1 hope  the  clerk 
will  be  allowed  to  read  his  statement  also. 

Mr.  1 Vise.  I hope  gentlemen  will  not  forget 
how  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  (Mr.  Duncan)  was 
permitted  by  the  house  to  read  what  papers  he 
pleased. 

[Cries  of  “go  on!  go  on!  Head!”] 

Mr.  Randolph  then  read  as  follows: 

We,  the  undersigned,  representatives  of  the  state 
of  New  Jersey,  duly  commissioned  a3  such  in  con- 
formity with  the  laws  of  the  said  state,  having  been 
in  part  excluded  from  our  privileges  in  this  meet- 
ing of  the  members  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives, deem  it  our  duty  to  place  before  this  body 
and  the  country  our  views  with  respect  to  the 
rights  of  our  state  and  of  ourselves,  and  the  pow- 
ers and  duties  of  this  meeting.  We  therefore  af- 
firm, in  the  presence  of  the  members  of  the  house 
of  representatives  here  assembled  and  of  the  whole 
American  people,  the  truth  of  the  following  pro- 
positions: 

1.  That,  by  the  constitution  of  the  United  States, 
each  state  has  the  power  to  prescribe  by  law  the 
time,  place  and  manner  of  holding  elections  for  its 
own  representatives  in  congress;  which  power  in- 
cludes the  right  of  prescribing  the  time,  place  and 
manner  of  ascertaining  and  making  known  the  re- 
sult to  congress  and  the  world. 

2.  That  the  determination  of  the  state  authori- 
ties, authenticated  in  the  manner  prescribed  b}’  the 
state  laws,  is  the  only  evidence  of  the  election  of 
members  of  the  house  of  representatives  which 
can  be  received  prior  to  the  organization  of  the 
house;  and  is  final  and  conclusive  until  reversed  by 
the  house  itself  duly  organized. 

3.  That  no  one  who  cannot  produce  the  evidence 
of  his  election,  prescribed  by  the  laws  of  his  state, 
is  entitled  to  take  a seat  in  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives; and  no  one  who  does  produce  such  evi- 
dence can  be  excluded  before  an  investigation  by 
the  house,  without  a gross  violation  of  the  consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  and  the  rights  of  the 
states  themselves. 

4.  That  the  house  of  representatives  cannot  be 
constitutionally  organized  nor  a quorum  formed  un- 
til all  the  states  of  the  union  have  had  an  opportu- 
nity to  appear  by  all  their  representatives;  and  that 
a constitutional  quorum  is  not  merely  a majority  of 
the  representatives  elect  after  the  arbitrary  exclu- 
sion of  other  members,  on  any  pretext  whatever, 
but  a majority  of  all  the  members  from  all  the 
states,  after  each  state  has  had  an  opportunity  to 
appear  by  her  representatives,  and  to  constitute  a 
part  of  that  quorum. 

5.  That  the  boJy  here  assembled,  having  no 
judicial  powers,  possessing  no  means  of  sending  for 
persons  and  papers,  not  legally  authorised  to  ex- 
amine witnesses  under  oath,  and  expressly  forbid- 
den by  law  to  go  into  the  consideration  of  any  busi- 
ness before  the  house  is  organized,  and  the  oath  to 
support  the  constitution  administered  to  its  mem- 
bers, cannot  exercise  the  highest  judicial  function 
belonging  to  the  house  of  representatives,  that  of 
receiving  and  reversing  the  decisions  of  the  state 
authorities  in  relation  to  their  own  elections;  and 
that  its  only  power  is  to  require  the  persons  ap- 
pearing here  as  members  to  produce  the  credentials 
prescribed  by  the  laws  of  their  respective  states. 

6.  That  the  state  of  New  Jersey  having  by  law 
prescribed  the  time,  place  arid  manner  of  holding 
elections,  and  also  the  time,  place  and  manner  of 
making  known  the  result,  and  having  for  this  pur- 
pose selected  the  highest  kind  of  evidence  known 
to  the  constitution,  to  the  common  law,  to  the  par- 
liamentary law,  and  to  the  laws  of  nations — a com- 
mission under  her  great  seal  and  signed  by  the  exe- 
cutive— has  thus  made  known  to  congress  and  to 


the  world  that  we  are  her  representatives  in  the 
26th  congress. 

This  body  having,  in  derogation  of  the  principles 
above  affirmed,  refused  in  part  to  recognise  our 
credentials,  and  that  upon  the  authority  of  a paper 
which,  emanating  from  an  officer  not  recognised  by 
the  laws  of  New  Jersey  regulating  elections,  and 
therefore  not  under  the  sanction  of  an  official  oath, 
stating  merely  inferences  from  other  papers,  them- 
selves not  evidence,  being  ex  parte  affidavits,  taken 
without  authority  of  law,  and  w’ithout  notice  to  us, 
and  proved  by  the  law  itself  t6  be  false  upon  its 
face,  could  not  be  received  as  proof  of  the  facts  it 
asserts  in  any  court  of  record  in  the  union;  and  an 
intention  being  manifested  to  carry  further  this  re- 
sult to  our  state,  and  to  consummate  the  outrage 
upon  her  rights,  by  excluding  us  her  representa- 
tives from  taking  part  in  the  organization  of  the 
house,  we,  in  the  name  of  our  state,  and  of  our- 
selves, and  in  behalf  of  our  common  country,  and 
of  all  the  other  states  whose  rights  are  outraged  in 
the  violation  of  ours,  do  most  solemnly  protest 
against  any  such  usurpation  of  power  by  this  body, 
and  do  utterly  disclaim  its  right  to  do  an  act  which 
will  be  a bolder  and  more  flagrant  violation  of  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States  and  of  the  laws 
and  rights  of  the  states  themselves  than  has  ever 
yet  been  attempted  in  this  country. 

Washington,  Dec.  12,  Jl.  D.  1839. 

JNO.  B.  AYCR1GG, 

CHARLES  C.  STRATTON, 

J.  P.  B.  MAXWELL, 

J.  HALSTED, 

T.  JONES  YORKE. 

Mr.  Randolph.  I move  that  this  paper  be  enter- 
ed upon  the  journal  of  the  house. 

[Loud  cries  of  “No!  no!”] 

Mr.  Bynum  I protest  against  such  a paper’s  be- 
ing entered  on  the  journal.  The  house  owes  it  to 
itself  to  pass  a censure  on  the  gentleman  from  New 
Jersey  for  offering  an  open,  direct  insult  to  this 
house,  as  well  as  to  the  people  of  New  Jersey.  It 
is  against  all  precedent  and  all  order.  He  has  got 
up  an  insulting  paper  from  individuals  who  have 
been  excluded  from  the  house — men  who  have  no 
more  connexion  with  this  house  than  if  they  were 
inhabitants  of  Great  Britain.  It  is  nothing  but  an 
ebullition  of  disappointment  and  audacity  because 
they  have  been  prevented,  by  the  firmness  and  pa- 
triotism of  this  house,  from  perpetrating  an  auda- 
cious outrage  upon  the  rights  of  the  freemen  of 
New  Jersey.  The  gentleman  deserves  the  censure 
of  the  house,  if  not  to  be  expelled.  [Loud  and 
general  laughter.]  I cannot  look  upon  him  strictly 
as  a member,  because  the  house  has  not  yet  been 
organized.  But  if  we  were  organized,  he  would 
deserve  it.  I was  conscious,  from  the  very  mo- 
ment I saw  him  attempting  to  blink  the  inquiry 
what  the  paper  contained,  and  trying  to  shrink 
from  responsibility  by  getting  the  clerk  to  read  it, 
that  he  was  well  aware  the  paper  contained  matter 
that  was  objectionable.  I hope  the  paper  will  be 
returned  to  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey. — 
What  were  we  told  by  you  last  night?  That  there 
was  no  question  in  order  but  the  question  on  ad- 
journment: but  now,  it  seems,  it  is  perfectly  in  or- 
der for  a member  to  get  up  here  and  introduce  a 
kind  of  a protest — I hardly  know  what  to  call  it — 
from  men  who  are  aliens  from  this  house,  and  who 
have  been  voted  again  and  again  not  to  belong  to 
it.  I hope  the  paper  will  receive  no  countenance 
from  the  house.  The  democratic  members  who 
have  been  excluded,  like  gentlemen  and  men  of 
honor,  have  yielded  in  a peaceable  manner  to  the 
decision  of  their  country.  I place  the  conduct  of 
the  two  sets  of  men  in  contrast.  It  is  a commentary, 
and  it  will  be  considered  so  by  the  freemen  of  New 
Jersey.  On  one  side  is  displayed  the  audacity  of 
despair.  They  have  thrust  themselves  on  this 
house — they  have  endeavored  to  pack  themselves 
upon  the  house,  whether  the  people  chose  them  or 
not:  on  the  other  side,  we  behold  a ready  yielding 
to  the  will  of  the  people.  [A  laugh.]  Gentlemen 
may  laugh  if  they  please,  but — 

[The  residue  was  lost  to  the  reporter.] 

Mr.  Mercer  said,  as  he  intended  to  vote  to  spread 
this  paper  upon  the  journal  of  the  house,  he  de- 
manded the  previous  question. 

[Much  confusion  arose.] 

Mr.  Dromgoole  arose,  and  was  addressing  the 
chair 

The  chairman.  The  motion  is  not  debateable. 

Mr.  Dromgoole.  Then  I rise  to  order.  Even 
acknowledged  members  of  the  house  have  no  right 
to  spread  any  paper  upon  the  journals  of  the  house 
without  its  leave  first  obtained:  this  comes  from 
those  who  are  not  recognised  as  members,  or  per- 
mitted to  vote  as  such:  and  you  have  no  right  to 
receive  it. 

[Many  voices,  “It  has  been  received!”  “Yes, 
and  read!”  “Question,  question!”] 


Mr.  Dromgoole.  It  was  handed  to  the  chair  and 
read  before  there  was  any  time  for  debate.  [Or- 
der! Question!]  I do  not  desire  to  take  any  un- 
fair advantage  of  the  gentlemen  who  have  sent  in 
this  paper,  if  the  question  were  regular — 

[Cries  of  “Order,  order!”  “Question!”] 

Mr.  Wise.  Am  I to  understand  my  colleague  as 
saying  that  when  no  question  is  before  the  house 
any  gentleman  of  this  house  has  not  a right  to  make 
any  motion  relating  to  the  proceedings  of  this  body? 
— any? 

The  chairman  decided  that  as  the  paper  had  been 
received  and  read,  it  was  in  order  for  the  gentleman 
from  New  Jersey  to  move  its  insertion  upon  the 
journal. 

Mr.  Wise.  With  submission  to  the  chair,  I in- 
sist that  the  question  of  reception  does  not  arise  at 
all.  The  gentleman  might,  at  once,  have  moved  to 
have  his  paper  recorded,  and  he  had,  as  a part  of 
that  motion,  a right  to  read  the  paper:  and  you  can- 
not prevent  him.  Where  is  your  authority? 

The  chairman.  The  previous  question  has  been 
demanded:  is  there  a second? 

The  house  thereupon  divided,  and  the  call  was 
seconded:  ayes  103,  noes  87. 

Mr.  Vanderpoel — [Cries  of  “Order,  order!”  “Sit 
down!”]  It  will  be  remembered  that  when  this 
paper  was  first  introduced,  I objected  to  its  being 
received. 

[Loud  cries  of  “Order!  and  demands  for  the 
question!” 

Mr.  Mercer.  The  gentleman  is  called  to  order. 
I demand  that  he  shall  take  his  seat.  [Mr.  Van- 
derpoel. I am  at  my  seat.]  I call  for  the  reading 
of  the  rule  which  declares  that  when  a member  is 
called  to  order  he  shall  sit  down. 

[Mr.  Vanderpoel,  sat  down.] 

The  previous  question  having  been  put  and  car- 
ried, and  the  main  question  being  on  permitting 
the  protest,  read  by  Mr.  Randolph,  to  go  upon  the 
journal — 

Mr.  Wise  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  Vanderpoel  rose. — [Shouts  of  “Order,  order, 
order!”  “Take  your  seat!”  “Order!”] — Before  a 
single  name  has  been  called,  I ask  whether,  if  this 
question  is  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  the  paper 
will  not,  of  course,  go  upon  the  journal,  decide 
how  we  may? 

[Many  voices,  “To  be  sure  it  will — it  must!”] 
The  roll  was  now  called;  when  it  appeared  that 
the  question  was  carried  in  the  negative:  yeas  114, 
nays  117. 

It  was  determined  by  this  vote  that  the  protest 
should  not  be  entered  upon  the  journal. 

The  chairman.  The  house  having  complied  with 
the  first  branch  of  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  by  completing  the  roll,  it  now 
remains  to  execute  the  second  branch,  which  is  as 
follows: 

“And  after  the  names  of  such  members  are  call- 
ed, and  before  a speaker  is  elected,  they  shall,  pro- 
vided there  be  a quorum  of  such  present,  then  hear 
and  adjudge  upon  the  elections,  returns,  or  qualifi- 
cations of  all  claimants  (Mr.  Naylor  and  Mr.  Jn- 
gersoll  excepted)  to  the  seats  contested  on  this 
floor. 

Mr.  Dromgoole.  I rise  to  submit  a proposition 
to  the  house  with  a view  to  that  object.  Mr.  D. 
then  sent  to  the  clerk’s  table  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved,  That  a select  committee  to  consist  of  seven 
be  appointed  viva  voce  by  the  members  of  this  house, 
to  whom  shall  be  referred  all  the  papers  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  clerk  relating  to  contests  for  seats  on  this 
floor  from  the  state  of  New  Jersey,  and  that  they  report 
thereon. 

Several  gentlemen  here  addressed  the  chair,  but 
the  floor  was  given,  as  of  right,  to  Mr.  D.  who  had 
moved  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Dromgoole.  I have  but  a few  words  to  say. 
The  bouse,  I am  sure,  feels  itself  bound,  in  good 
faith,  to  carry  out  the  second  part  of  the  resolution 
of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Rhett) 
which  they  adopted  as  the  rule  of  this  case.  The 
most  practicable  mode,  in  my  opinion,  of  effecting 
this  object  is  to  appoint  a committee  who  shall  look 
into  all  the  papers  connected  with  the  claims  to 
seats.  Many  questions  will  no  doubt  arise  before 
that  committee:  such  as  whether  the  commission 
of  the  governor  furnishes  prima  facie  evidence, 
and  whether  it  accorded  with  the  facts  of  the  case, 
and  many  others.  But,  at  the  suggestion  of  my 
friends  around  me,  I forbear  going  further  into  the 
subject,  but  will  move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Wise.  I rise  to  order.  But  before  I state 
my  point  of  order  I will  ask  my  colleague  to  with- 
draw his  call  for  the  previous  queston  until  I have 
had  an  opportunity  of  making  a few  remarks  under 
a promise  that  when  done  I will  renew  the  call. 
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[Mr.  Dromgoole  did  not  assent.] 

Mr.  Wise.  Well  then  I ask,  is  it  competent  to 
khy  man,  by  resolution,  to  propose  to  take  from  this 
house  the  work  of  investigating  and  deciding  on 
the  right  to  the  contested  seats,  which  it  has,  by 
adopling  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Rhett),  adopted  as  the  law  of  it3 
action?  That  resolution  says  that  the  members  of 
this  house,  not  a committee  of  them,  shall  examine 
and  decide. 

A number  of  propositions  in  relation  to  the  order 
of  proceeding  and  to  points  of  order  continued  to 
interrupt  the  progress  of  business. 

Mr.  Bell,  of  Tennessee,  asked  for  the  reading  of 
the  second  clause  of  Mr.  Rhett’s  resolution;  and  it 
was  read  accordingly. 

Mr.  B.  then  said:  I submit  this  point  of  order  for 
the  chair.  Is  the  resolution  offered  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  (Mr.  Dromgoole)  in  conformity 
w'ith  the  terms  of  the  resolution?  Does  the  resolu- 
tion contain  any  such  limitation  in  regard  to  the 
extent  of  the  testimony  to  be  examined  as  is  ex- 
pressed in  the  resolution?  The  resolution  limits  the 
examination  to  papers  now  on  the  table  of  this 
house.  If  it  is  to  be  so  understood,  it  cannot  be  in 
order,  because  it  is  a violation  of  the  resolution 
which  the  house  has  adopted  for  the  law  of  its  pro- 
ceeding. If  this  is  to  be  adopted,  the  other  must 
first  be  rescinded;  then  it  will  be  in  order.  I make 
no  objection  to  the  appointment  of  a committee, 
but  I insist  that  the  terms  of  this  resolution  must 
be  as  broad  as  those  of  the  other. 

Mr.  Thomas.  I rise  to  reply  to  the  objection  of 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Bell).  The 
provisions  in  the  resolution  are  threefold 

Mr.  Proffit.  I call  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
to  order. 

Mr.  Thomas.  It  is  very  strange  that  gentlemen 
will  allow  some  members  to  explain,  but  not  others. 

The  chairman.  I presume  that  it  was  not  the 
intention  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Dromgoole ) to  limit  the  testimony  to  be  submitted 
to  the  committee  in  a degree  beyond  what  is  ex- 
pressed in  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina.  If  he  does,  his  resolution  is  not  in 
order.  If  the  committee  shall  refuse,  under  this 
resolution,  to  receive  any  further  testimony,  it  will 
be  competent  for  any  member  of  the  house  to  move 
that  further  testimony  be  referred  to  it.  I do  not 
therefore  consider  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  as 
out  of  order.  If  the  committee  shall  be  appointed, 
its  duty  cannot  be  further  limited  than  as  expressed 
in  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina. 

Mr.  Wise.  Do  I understand  my  colleague  as  ad- 
mitting this  construction  of  his  resolution?  I ask 
this,  because  I know  rny  colleague  of  old. 

Mr.  Dromgoole.  Don’t  make  me  too  old.  [A 
laugh].  The  view  expressed  by  the  chair  is  mine. 
I had  no  idea  of  keeping  out  any  testimony  the 
house  may  desire  to  have  examined.  They  can 
send  to  the  committee  any  thing  they  please. 

[Cries  for  the  question], 

Mr.  Slade  rose.  [Loud  cries  of  “No,  no!  Or- 
der! Question,  question.”] 

Mr.  Petriken.  I call  the  gentleman  from  Ver- 
mont to  order.  [“Order!  Sit  down!”] 

Mr.  Slade.  I rose  to  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  to  modify [No,  no!  Order!  Ques- 

tion!”] 

T,he  motion  for  the  previous  question  was  se- 
conded by  the  house,  put  and  carried.  And  the 
main  question  being  on  the  adoption  of  Mr.  Drom- 
goole's  resolution — 

Mr.  Bynum  called  for  the  years  and  nays,  which 
were  ordered. 

The  clerk  proceeded  to  call  the  house. 

When  the  name  of  Mr  Barnard,  of  New  York, 
was  called,  Mr.  B.  rose  and  said,  I decline  answer- 
ing to  my  name,  on  the  ground  that  there  is  no  con- 
stitutional power  in  this  house  to  enter  on  the  pro- 
ceeding indicated  in  the  resolution. 

When  the  name  of  Mr.  Cooper,  of  Georgia,  was 
reached,  that  gentleman  said,  1 do  not  vote.  I have 
no  power  to  vote.  It  is  not  my  duty  to  vote.  The 
house  has  not  power  to  enter  on  the  proceeding. 

When  the  name  of  Mr.  Randolph  was  reached,  he 
rose  and  said.  Protesting  against  the  right  of  this 

meeting [Here  his  voice  was  drowned  in  loud 

cries  of  “Order.”] 

The  roll  having  been  called. 

Mr.  W.  Cost  Johnson  said  that,  before  the  result 
was  announced,  he  then  openly  declared  that  he 
had  not  voted,  because  he  considered  the  whole 
proceeding  illegal  and  void;  but  subsequently,  he 
said  that,  with  that  declaration,  he  would  neverthe- 
less give  his  vote,  as  its  effect  might  be  of  some 
good. 

The  chairman  announced  the  vote  to  stand,  yeas 
123,  nays  84, 


So  the  house  agreed  to  Mr.  Dromgoole’s  resolu-  ' 
tion  for  a committee.  i 

Mr.  Wise.  I presume  the  question  now  is,  whe-  i 
ther  we  shall  go  into  a ballot  for  the  members  of  : 
this  committee.  I give  notice  here  that  I shall  not 
vote  for  any  one,  and  I hope  my  friends  will  not. — 
Let  gentlemen  appoint  their  own  committee,  and 
have  it  all  their  own  way. 

The  chairman.  The  appointment  of  the  com- 
mittee is  notto  be  by  ballot,  but  viva  voce. 

Mr.  W.  Thompson  said  he  held  in  his  hand  a re- 
solution upon  which  he  desired  to  say  a few  words, 
and  upon  which  he  should  not,  in  imitation  of  the 
example  which  had  been  set  by  some  gentlemen, 
move  the  previous  question,  and.  thus  cut  of  all 
discussion  and  all  opportunity  to  exhibit  the  absur- 
dity of  the  proposition,  if  there  was  any  thing  ab- 
surd about  it.  He  did  not  object  to  the  present 
state  of  the  house;  the  argument  amounted  to  a re- 
ductio  ad  absurdum;  and  that  argument,  practically 
illustrated,  was  the  only  argument  that  could  be 
understood  by  some.  To  this  condition  he  thought 
the  house  was  brought.  What  had  been  resolved? 
It  had  been  resolved  that  the  house  would  investi- 
gate this  election  through  a committee.  He  pro- 
ceeded to  show  that  the  house  could  not,  upon  any 
of  the  usages  which  had  governed  deliberative  bo- 
dies or  committees,  move  a single  inch.  [Here  Mr. 
T’s  voice  was  lost  to  the  reporter.  When  again 
caught,  Mr.  T.  was  proceeding]:  Suppose  the  case 

that  every  man  in  Millville  or  South  Amboy  was 
an  alien,  and  that  those  gentlemen  who  hold  the  cer- 
tificates offered  to  prove  that  every  man  there  was 
an  alien,  would  you  receive  that  testimony?  If  not, 
you  turn  these  gentlemen  out  of  their  seats,  when 
they  aver  that  they,  having  the  majority  of  the  le- 
gal votes,  had  a right  to  sit.  In  that  alternative, 
you  decide  without  giving  them  an  opportunity  to 
prove  their  votes.  Or,  if  gentlemen  say  no,  we 
mean  their  votes  to  be  proved,  what  then?  You 
are  to  send  for  persons  and  papers — this  unorganized 
body  is  to  send  for  persons  and  papers.  When  or- 
ganized, your  demand  is  peremptory,  and  you  may 
attach  for  contempt:  but,  unorganized,  as  Hotspur 
said  to  Glendower,  “you  may  call  spirits  from  the 
vasty  deep,  but  will  they  come?”  Suppose  you 
summon  a man  from  New  Jersey  to  attend  this  un- 
organized body — or  rather,  worse  than  unorganized 
body,  as  any  man  knows  who  has  attended  its  pro- 
ceedings for  the  last  few  days — who  is  bound  to 
obey?  or  to  send  papers?  And  if  witnesses  are  sent 
for  to  prove  the  illegal  votes,  and  they  say  they  will 
not  come,  by  what  process  can  this  body  enforce  its 
mandate?  I desire  gentlemen  to  answer  me.  Will 
you  hold  up  to  this  committee  the  empty  sound 
that  they  may  send  for  persons  and  papers,  when 
you  know,  at  the  same  time,  that  it  is  absolutely 
impossible  for  you  to  coerce  attendance? 

Besides,  how  is  this  committee  to  act?  How  are 
we  to  act?  I mean  no  disrespect  to  any  gentleman, 
but  I know  enough  of  bodies  o>f  this  kind,  and  of 
the  nature  of  man,  to  know  that  the  strongest,  the 
most  predominant  feeling  is  that  of  party  feeling — 
of  party  excitement.  I have  seen  that  spirit,  in 
more  instances  than  one,  trample  down  every  prin- 
ciple of  the  constitution — every  principle  of  right 
of  justice,  and  of  honor.  What,  then,  is  our  situa- 
tion? We  are  about  to  proceed  in  the  absence  of  the 
highest  sanction  under  which  men  can  act.  Who 
can  administer  the  oath?  Can  you,  sir?  No.  Can 
this  body?  No.  It  cannot  be  administered  except 
by  special  order;  and  I shall  propose  that  it  be  so, 
although  I regard  the  proceeding  as  informal.  Those 
gentlemen,  then,  act  in  the  capacity  of  private  indi- 
viduals, without  the  high  sanction  required  by  the 
constitution  and  the  laws;  and  the  only  tribunal  to 
which  Ihey  will  feel  themselves  amenable  will  be 
party  allegiance.  I do  not  choose  to  trust  myself 
or  others  without  all  the  security  that  can  be  thrown 
around  us.  I submit  that,  without  the  adoption  of 
such  a resolution  as  I now  propose,  you  cannot  se- 
cure the  attendance  of  witnesses — that  you  are  im- 
potent, and  that  you  will  expose  your  impotence  to 
the  nation  and  to  the  world.  Mr.  T.  concluded  by 
offering  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  raised  on  the  New 
Jersey  election  have  power  to  send  for  persons  and  pa- 
pers and  to  swear  witnesses,  and  that  the  members  of 
said  committee  be  themselves  sworn  before  entering 
upon  their  duties. 

Mr.  Pickens  then  presented  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  read,  and  which,  he  said,  he  offer- 
ed as  an  amendment  to  the  resolution  of  his  col- 
league, (Mr.  Thompson  ) 

“ Resolved , That  the  committee  to  be  raised  on  the 
New  Jersey  election  be  confined  to  the  question  who 
is  entitled  to  the  ‘returns’  of  election  for  tne  26th  con- 
gress.” 

Mr.  Pickens  said  he  desired  to  state  very  simply 
the  position  he  occupied.  If  the  house,  in  its 
wisdom,  chose  to  raise  a select  committee  on  this 


New  Jersey  election,  he  desired  that  it  should  be 
confined  to  some  definite  mode  of  action,  and  to  a 
distinct  question  submitted  by  this  house.  He  de- 
sired it  should  be  confined  to  the  question,  who  are 
entitled  to  the  returns  of  election,  as  members  from 
the  state  of  New  Jersey  to  the  26th  congress.  He 
concurred  in  the  remarks  which  had  been  made  by 
his  colleague  (Mr.  W.  Thompson)  in  regard  to  the 
difficult  position  in  which  the  house  was  now  plac- 
ed. He  (Mr.  P.)  had  understood  that  the  house 
would  be  thus  involved,  and  therefore  he  had  voted 
against  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, (Mr.  Wise).  He  had  voted  against  the  re- 
solution of  his  colleague,  (Mr.  Rhett),  which  was 
adopted  as  the  order  of  this  house.  He  (Mr.  P.) 
foresaw,  or  thought  he  foresaw,  the  very  difficulty 
with  which  they  were  now  about  to  contend.  And 
he  would  here  take  occasion  to  say,  that  he  had 
voted  against  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  because  he  (Mr.  P.)  desired  a different 
mode  of  action.  If  he  had  been  called  upon  to 
vote  upon  that  resolution  on  the  first,  second  or 
third  day  of  the  session,  he  would  have  voted  in 
the  affirmative.  He  did  think,  when  he  came  here, 
that  the  certificate  of  the  governor  ought  to  entitle 
the  members  holding  it  to  be  called,  so  as  to  be 
enrolled  for  organization.  He  thought  so  before 
this  discussion  had  progressed.  He  desired  that 
course  of  proceeding,  simply  that  efficiency  might 
be  given  to  the  organization  of  this  house.  The 
house,  however,  chose  to  pursue  a different  course. 
This  was  his  open  sentiment,  and  he  had  never  at- 
tempted to  disguise  it.  He  thought  it  was  due  to 
the  country — that  it  was  due  to  order,  that  the 
house  should  have  pursued  that  course.  He  thought 
it  was  due  to  the  country  that  that  triumphant  par- 
ty, denominated  the  republican  party,  flushed  as  it 
was  with  victory,  should  have  taken  that  course. 
He  repeated  this  was  his  sentiment,  and  he  had 
never  disguised  it.  But  the  bouse  thought  proper 
to  take  a different  course;  and  it  had  been  involved, 
day  after  day,  in  scenes  which,  to  say  the  least, 
were  of  very  little  credit  to  the  American  congress. 
It  was  to  avoid  these  scenes  that  he  desired  the 
course  he  bad  spoken  of  should  be  taken.  But  the 
house  thought  proper  to  allow  testimony  to  be 
brought  forward.  True,  it  was  testimony  not  ex- 
actly formal,  but  such  as  entitled  him,  being  a judge 
under  the  constitution,  to  decide  the  simple  ques- 
tion who  were  entitled  to  the  returns.  This  was  a 
question  made  under  the  constitution  itself,  and  he 
contended  that  this  house  had  a right  to  decide  that 
question,  and  c'ould  have  decided  it  the  very  first 
day,  if  they  had  thought  proper  to  do  so. 

Mr.  P.  here  read  the  following  clause  from  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States: 

“Each  house  shall  be  the  judge  of  the  elections, 
returns  and  qualification?  of  its  own  members.” 

It  will  thus  be  seen  (continued  Mr.  P.)  that  the 
constitution  itself  makes  three  distinct  subjects 
• upon  which  this  house  can  judge  and  decide — 
namely,  the  elections,  returns  and  qualifications  of 
its  members.  I contend  that  these  are,  in  their  na- 
ture, distinct  questions.  You  may  decide  that  a 
member,  returned  by  the  majority  of  voters,  is  en- 
titled to  the  returns,  and  yet  you  may  decide  that 
he  is  totally  unqualified 'under  the  constitution. 
Suppose,  for  instance,  that  a majority  of  voters 
should  return  here  a man  under  25  years  of  age,  or 
an  alien.  This  goes  to  the  qualification  of  the 
member;  and  I contend  that  if  he  held  a majority 
of  votes  at  the  polls,  he  would  be  entitled  to  be  re- 
turned, but  that  he  would  not  be  qualified  to  take 
his  seat.  And  this  illustrates  the  whole  matter, 
that  the  questions  are  in' their  whole  nature  distinct 
and  separate.  So  it  was  said  a man  may  have  a 
majority  at  the  polls,  and  yet  may  not  be  elected — 
and  so  the  house  might  decide  that  a man  was  a 
member,  and  yet  that  he  was  not  entitled  to  the  re- 
turns. 

Mr.  P.  continued  to  argue  the  subject,  at  consi- 
derable length,  and  was  followed  by  Messrs.  Holmes 
and  Rhett — 

As  soon  as  Mr.  Rhett  took  his  seat — 

A motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Lewis,  of  Alabama, 
that  the  house  do  reconsider  the  vote  on  the  second 
part  of  the  resolution  adopted  yesterday  on  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Rhett — [a  motion  which  was  suggested 
to  Mr.  Lewis  by  the  possible  contingency  of  Mr. 
Pickens'  motion  for  amendment  not  being  agreed 
to]. 

A motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Crabb,  of  Ala- 
bama, that  the  house  do  reconsider  the  vole  adopt- 
ing the  resolution  this  day  moved  by  Mr.  Drom- 
goole. 

And  then  the  house  adjourned. 

Friday,  Dec.  13.  The  first  subject  introduced 
this  day  was  a proposition  by  Mr.  Wise,  to  amend 
the  journal  of  the  preceding  day.  The  journal  de- 
scribed that  protest  as  a paper  purpoting  to  be  a 
protest,  instead  of  inserting  the  paper  itself,  which 
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formed  a part  and  portion  of  Mr.  Randolph’s  mo- 
tion. The  clerk  had  undertaken  todothis,  but  Mr. 
W.  denied  his  right.  Suppose  Mr.  W.  should  offer 
a resolution  which  the  house  should  ultimately  re- 
ject: had  the  clerk  any  right  in  journalizing  the 
fact,  to  state,  that  Mr.  IVise,  of  Virginia,  offered  a 
paper  purporting  to  be  a resolution  for  a certain  ob- 
ject, instead  of  inserting  the  words  of  the  resolu- 
tion? Surely  not.  He  insisted  that  when  a resolu- 
tion was  offered  it  must  appear  on  the  journal  to 
speak  for  itself,  and  not  in  the  words  of  another. — 
And  the  same  principle  applied  in  this  case. 

Mr.  Vanderpoel  said  that  the  house  had  not  re- 
jected the  protest,  but  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
who  presented  it,  that  it  be  spead  upon  the  journal. 
If  no  objection  had  been  made,  it  would,  on  a call 
for  the  yeas  and  nays,  have  gone  on  the  journal  as 
a matter  of  course.  But  the  house  had  expressly 
decided  that  it  should  not  go  there.  Now,  after 
this,  had  the  clerk  any  right  to  place  it  there,  and 
thus  make  void  a resolve  of  this  house?  Was  it  for 
him  to  say,  notwithstanding  the  veto  of  the  house, 

I will  spread  it  on  the  record?  Surely  not:  and  he 
had  no  other  way  of  avoiding  a palpable  disrespect 
to' the  house  than  by  doing  just  as  he  had  done. — 
Must  the  record  still  be  denied  with  such  a docu- 
ment after  a vote  expressly  to  the  contrary? 

A debate  of  considerable  length  ensued,  and  a 
number  of  precedents  were  introduced  pro  and  con, 
new  points  of  order  were  started  and  decided,  and 
appeals  were  made  from  the  decision  of  the  chair- 
man thereon,  which  reversed,  his  decision.  Finally 
this  whole  subject  was  laid  upon  the  table  by  a vote 
of  ayes  115,  noes  51. 

The  question  now  recurred  upon  the  proposition 
submitted  by  Mr.  Crabb,  to  reconsider  the  vote  on 
Mr.  Dromgoole’s  resolution  for  the  appointment  of 
a committee. 

Mr.  Crabb  hoped  both  the  motions  to  reconsider 
would  prevail,  and  that  a resolution  would  lie  intro- 
duced permitting  the  state  of  New  Jersey  to  speak 
through  her  duly  appointed  agent — the  governor. — 
These  were  his  views  upon  the  question  of  return, 
and  not  in  regard  to  the  question  of  election. 

And  here  he  must  object  to  the  argument  of  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Pickens), 
when  that  gentleman  undertook  to  vary  questions 
which  had  been  put  by  the  constitution  itself.  The 
gentleman’s  position  wa3  that  the  house  should  con- 
sider who  ought  to  have  been  returned.  What  said 
the  constitution?  That  this  house  should  be  the 
judge  of  the  elections,  returns  and  qualifications  of 
its  members.  This  question  was  a question  of  re- 
turns, and  yet,  the  gentleman  said,  it  was  not  who 
was  returned,  but  who  ought  to  have  been  return- 
ed. To  come  to  the  question  of  election.  What 
would  be  the  inference,  by  parity  of  reasoning? — 
Why,  that  this  house  should  consider  not  who  was 
elected,  but  who  ought  to  have  been  elected. 

Mr.  Wise.  The  question  1 believe,  is  now  upon 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  (Mr. 
Crabb)  to  reconsider  the  vote  on  the  resolution  of 
my  colleague,  (Mr.  Dromgoole). 

[Several  voices,  “who  has  moved  that  the  ques- 
tion be  now  taken  up]?” 

Mr.  Wise.  I have  done  so. 

After  a moment’s  pause,  Mr.  Wise  continued. — 
If  1 could  be  assured  by  gentlemen  on  both  sides 
that  we  could  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  this 
committee  was  appointed,  and  come  to  a direct  ques- 
tion upon  the  returns — the  returns  as  they  are  sub- 
mitted on  one  side  or  the  other — [ mean  the  re- 
turns of  the  governor  of  New  Jersey,  or  the  returns 
of  the  subordinate  officers  of  that  state  made  to 
him — if,  I say,  we  could  come  to  a direct  vote  on 
the  evidence  now  before  us,  as  to  who  has  the 
prima  facie  evidence  to  seats  from  New  Jersey,  I 
would  be  silent. 

[Very  general  cries  of  “Agreed!  agreed!”] 

Mr.  W.  continued.  If  gentleman  on  ail  sides 
now  will  say  that  they  will  reconsider  the  vote  on 
the  resolution  appointing  a committee,  and  tha 
they  will  at  once  take  up  a resolution  without 
debate,  to  determine  either  that  one  or  the  other 
set  of  claimants  are  entitled,  upon  the  evidence  be- 
fore us  to  take  their  seats,  I will  be  silent,  and  beg 
every  other  gentleman  to  be  so. 

[Reiterated  cries  of  “Agreed!  agreed!”] 

Mr.  Wise  continued.  Can  we  have  that?  If 
there  be  a solitary  member  who  objects,  I ask  him 
to  rise  and  make  it  known.  If  he  does  so,  I shall 
proceed  with  the  debate. 

[Mr.  W.  then  repeated  his  proposition;  which 
was  received  with  loud  and  very  general  cries  of 
“Agreed!  agreed!”  one  or  two  voices  saying,  “take 
the  question  as  it  now  stands!”] 

Mr.  Wise.  Will  gentlemen  consent  to  have  en- 
tered upon  the  journal  that  the  vote  on  the  resolu- 
tion has  been  reconsidered? 

Mr.  Underwood.  With  the  consent  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia — 


Mr.  IVise.  I cannot  yield  the  floor  now.  If 
gentlemen  will  agree  to  a reconsideration  and  then 
agree  to  a vote  on  a direct  proposition,  I have  done. 
Mr.  Turney.  I,  for  one,  object. 

[Loud  cries  of  “Go  on!  go  on!”] 

Mr.  IVise.  Gentlemen  have  now  a fair  proposi- 
tion before  them  to  meet  this  question  directly,  and 
they  have  objected.  Let  us  here  no  more  of  this 
responsibility  charged  upon  us  for  this  delay.  A 
gentleman  from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Turney),  one  of 
the  accredited  partisans  on  the  other  side,  objects. 
We  are  ready  to  do  our  duty  now,  as  we  have  been 
from  the  beginning.  Why  are  not  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  ready?  They  have  resolved  to  go 
into  the  merits  of  the  election,  and  they  will  do  so. 

How  much  time  will  be  occupied  in 

Mr.  Turney  here  rose  and  said  he  withdrew  his 
objection. 

[Loud  cries:  “Go  on  Mr.  Wise,  go  on.”] 

Mr.  IVise.  There  is  so  much  confusion  and  mis- 
understanding. One  gentleman  objects;  another 
says  take  the  question  upon  the  point  as  it  is.  I 
will  proceed.  (And  after  an  interruption),  “No 
gentlemen,  I am  bound  to  proceed.” 

After  a short  pause,  Mr.  IVise  said:  Will  gentle- 
men consider  the  vote  appointing  a committee  re- 
considered? 

[Loud  and  general  cries:  “Yes,  yes.”] 

Mr.  IVise.  Will  they  then  entertain  the  direct 
proposition  that  Messrs.  Aycrigg,  &c.  are  entitled 
to  their  seats,  or  that  they  are  not? 

[“Yes,  yes.”] 

Mr.  IVise  then  yielded  the  floor,  on  the  under- 
standing that,  if  the  vote  was  reconsidered,  he  should 
be  entitled  to  it. 

Mr.  Underwood  rose  to  offer  a resolution. 

Mr.  IVise.  I understand  that  another  gentleman 

says  he  will  go  on  and  debate 

[Much  confusion  prevailed.] 

Mr.  IVise  Is,  it,  then,  considered  that  the  vote 
is  reconsidered  by  unanimous  consent? 

Mr.  Underwood  again  referred  to  his  proposition. 
Mr.  IVise.  I have  the  floor;  I hope  the  gentle- 
man will  not  talk  me  out  of  it. 

The  chairman.  Is  it  the  pleasure  of  this  meet- 
ing that  the  vote  on  the  resolution  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a committee  be  reconsidered? 

[General  burst:  “Aye,  aye.”] 

So  the  chairman  (no  voice  objecting)  declared 
the  vote  on  the  said  resolution  to  be  unanimously 
reconsidered. 

Mr.  IVise.  I now  offer  the  following  resolution: 
Resolved,  That  J.  B.  Aycrigg,  J.  P.  B.  Maxwell 
Wm.  Halsted,  Chas.  C.  Stratton  and  Thos.  J.  Yorke 
are  entitled  to  their  seats. 

And  the  resolution  having  been  read, 

Mr.  W.  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Pickens  requested  Mr.  Wise  to  withdraw  it, 
(for  what  reason,  the  reporter  could  not  hear). 
[Cries  of  “No,  no — don’t — go  on!”] 

Mr,  Wise  not  withdrawing  the  demand — 

Mr.  Hoffman  moved  a call  of  the  house;  which 
was  ordered. 

And  the  roll  having  been  called,  220  members 
answered  to  their  names. 

And  the  names  of  the  absentees  having  been  call- 
ed, 22S  members  were  ascertained  to  be  present. 

Mr.  Hoffman  moved  that  the  call  be  proceeded 
with  in  the  usual  way. 

The  doors  were  then  closed. 

Mr.  Hunt  now  moved  that  the  house  do  adjourn 
over  to  Monday.  An  hour  or  two  would  be  lost  in 
bringing  the  absentees  together. 

Mr.  Wise.  Some  gentlemen,  no  doubt,  expect 
that  I should  detain  the  house  by  a speech,  and  have 
gone  about  their  business.  I think  it  is  but  fair  to 
wait  until  they  have  arrived. 

[“Yes,  yes.”] 

Mr.  Cushing.  I move  the  absentees  be  sent  for. 
Which  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  usual  mea- 
sures to  effect  that  object  were  taken. 

Mr.  Wise.  Whilst  we  wait  for  the  absentees,  if 
gentlemen  will  permit  me,  I will  modify  my  reso- 
lution so  as  to  meet  a doubt  in  the  rninds  of  some 
gentlemen.  They  seem  to  think  that  the  question 
of  contested  election  is  included  in  this  resolution. 
[Cries  of  “No — Oh  no.”]  I,  therefore,  continued 
Mr.  W.  modify  it,  so  as  to  conform  to  the  journals 
for  the  last  twenty  years. 

The  following  substitute  was  then  read: 

Resolved,  That  the  credentials  of  the  following  mem- 
bers, John  B.  Avcrigg,  John  P.  B.  Maxwell,  William 
Halsted,  Chas.  C.  Stratton  and  Thomas  Jones  Yorke, 
are  sufficient  to  entitle  them  to  take  their  seats  in  the 
house,  leaving  the  question  of  contested  election  to  be 
afterwards  decided  by  the  house. 

Mr.  Wise  then  withdrew  his  former  call  for  the 
previous  question,  and  demanded  it  on  the  substi- 
tute. 

Mr.  Pickens  was  understood  to  say  that  he  was 
particular  in  noticing  the  resolution,  and  he  object- 


ed to  the  substitute  because  it  changed  the  issue. — 
It  might  be  a mere  shadow,  but  shadows  counted 
in  this  matter,  and  he  much  preferred  the  original 
resolution. 

Mr.  Wise.  I have  submitted  to  this  house  lo  de- 
cide upon  a direct  proposition,  to  be  introduced  by 
either  side;  but  I submitted  no  specific  form,  by 
which  I was  bound  to  submit  that  and  no  other.  I 
only  bound  myself  to  offer  a direct  proposition,  and 
this  is  one  upon  the  credentials,  leaving  the  ques- 
tion of  the  contested  election  to  be  settled  after- 
wards by  the  house. 

Mr.  Underwood  inquired  if  the  previous  question 
had  been  put? 

Being  answered  in  the  negative,  Mr.  U.  said,  if 
the  original  resolution  was  not  modified,  he  should 
vote  against  it.  He  hoped  gentlemen  would  not 
vote  for  the  previous  question.  He  understood  some 
gentlemen  objected  to  the  modification;  and  he 
hoped  the  me  mbers  would  understand  each  other  be- 
fore they  seconded  the  demand  for  the  previous 
question. 

The  reading  of  the  substitute  having  been  called 
for,  and  the  same  having  been  again  read — 

Mr.  Wise.  I understand  some  gentlemen  to  say 
that  there  is  a misunderstanding  in  relation  to  this 
modification.  They  now  pretend  that  they  have  not 
committed  themselves  to  my  proposition,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  proposition  as  originally  offered  hav- 
ing been  modified.  Now,  I aver  that  gentlemen  on 
all  sides  accepted  of  my  proposition  before  they 
heard  it.  I merely  proposed  to  submit  adirect  pro- 
position, in  some  form,  and  I submitted  it  in  my 
own  way.  If  they  do  not  like  it,  let  them  vote  it 
down.  But  if  gentlemen  say  that  they  regard  this 
as  involving  an  act  of  bad  faith,  I will  undo  all  that 
I have  done,  and  go  back  again  to  the  debate. 

Mr.  Pickens  said  that,  so  far  as  he  was  individu- 
ally concerned,  he  had  no  objection  to  vote  upon 
the  proposition  as  it  stood.  [Mr.  P’s  voice  was 
here  almost  lost  to  the  reporter],  but  he  was  un- 
derstood to  say  that  he  had  made  objection  to  the 
substitute,  because  the  slightest  deviation  in  the 
phraseology  of  the  two  propositions  might  affect  the 
votes.  He  supposed,  however,  he  was  mistaken  in 
supposing  that  there  was  any  difference  between  the 
two. 

Mr.  Wise.  I will  ease  the  pain  ofthe  gentleman, 
and  will  make  him  a proposition.  I understand  that 
my  friend  from  South  Carolina  had  yesterday  a re- 
solution in  his  pocket,  which  provided  that  Mr. 
Dickerson  and  his  colleagues  are  entitled  to  their 
seats.  If  he  will  now  bring  it  up,  I will  withdraw 
mine. 

Mr.  Pickens.  I prefer  the  resolution  of  the  gen- 
tlemen from  Virginia,  because  it  is  an  affirmative 
proposition. 

Mr.  Wise.  The  gentleman’s  will  be  an  affirma- 
tive proposition. 

[Loud  cries  of  “order!  order!”] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Craig,  ('several  of  the  absen- 
tees  having  now  arrived),  the  doors  were  opened. 

And  the  question  recurring  on  seconding  the  de- 
mand for  the  previous  question,  it  was  taken  and 
seconded. 

And  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  taken. 

Mr.  Bynum  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  ordered. 

And  the  main  question,  being  on  the  adoption  of 
Mr.  Wise’s  substitute,  was  then  taken;  when  tile 
vote  stood fyeas  117,  nays  117,  (a  tie),  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Adams,  Alford,  John  W.  Allen, 
Sim.  H.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Barnard,  Bell,  Biddle, 
Black,  Bond,  Botts,  Briggs,  Brockway,  Anson  Brown, 
Calhoun,  J.  Campbell,  Wm.  B.  Campbell,  Carter, 
Chinn,  Chittenden,  Clark,  Colquitt,  Jas.  Cooper,  Mark 
A.  Cooper,  Corwin,  Crabb,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis, 
Cushing,  Davies,  Garret  Davis,  Dawson,  Deberry, 
Dennis,  Dillett,  Edwards,  Evans,  Everett,  Fillmore, 
James  Garland,  Rice  Garland,  Gates,  Gentry,  Gid- 
dings,  Goggin,  Goode,  Graham,  Granger,  Graves, 
Green,  Grtnnell,  Habersham,  Hall,  W.  S.  Hastings, 
Henry,  John  Hit],  of  Va.  Hoffman,  Hopkins,  Hunt, 
Hunter,  James,  Jenifer,  C.  Johnston,  Wm.  C.  John- 
son, King,  Lawrence,  Lincoln,  Marvin,  Mason,  Mer- 
cer, Mitchell,  Monroe,  Morgan,  Calvary  Morris.  Nay- 
lor, Nisbet,  Ogle.  Osborne,  Palen,  Peek,  Pope,  Proffit, 
Randall,  Randolph,  Rariden,  Rayner,  Reed,  Rhelt, 
Ridgway,  Russell,  Sahonslal),  Sergeant,  Shepard.  Si- 
monton,  Slade,  Trueman  Smith,  Stanly.  Storrs,  Steu- 
art,  Taliaferro,  Waddy  Thompson,  Tillinghnst,  To- 
land,  Triplett,  Trumbull,  Underwood,  P.  .1.  Wagner, 
Warren,  E.  D.  White,  John  White,  T.  W.  Williams, 
Lewis  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  C.  PI.  Williams, 
S.  Williams,  Wise — 117. 

Nays — Messrs.  Judson  Allen,  Hugh  J.  Anderson, 
Atherton,  Banks,  Beatty,  Beirne,  Blackwell,  Boyd, 
Brewster,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  A.  G.  Brown,  Burke,  S. 
II.  Butler,  W.  O-  Butler,  Bynum,  Carr,  Carroll,  Casey, 
Chapman,  Clifford,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Crary,  Cross, 
Dana,  Davee,  John  Davis,  J.  W.  Davis,  De  la  Mon- 
tayne,  Doan,  Doig,  Dromgoole,  Duncan.  Earl,  East- 
man, Ely,  Fine,  Fisher,  Fletcher,  Floyd,  Fornance, 
Galbraith,  Gerry,  Griffin,  Hammond,  Hand,  John 
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Hastings,  Hawkins,  J.  Hill,  of  N.  C.  Hillen,  Holleman, 
Holmes,  Hook,  Howard,  Hubbard,  Jackson,  Jameson, 
Joseph  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  John  W. 
Jones,  Keim,  Kemble,  Leadbetter,  Leet,  Leonard, 
Lewis,  Lowell,  Lucas,  McClellan,  McCulloh,  McKay, 
Mallory,  Marchand,  Medill,  Miller,  Montgomery,  S. 
W.  Morris,  Newhard,  Parish,  Parmenter,  Parris,  Payn- 
ter,  Petrikin,  Pickens,  Prentiss,  Ramsey,  Reynolds, 
Rives,  Robinson,  Edward  Rogers,  James  Rogers, 
Samuels,  Shaw,  Albert  Smith,  John  Smith,  Thomas 
Smith,  Starkweather,  Steinrod,  Strong,  Sumter,  Swea- 
ringen, Sweeny,  Taylor,  Francis  Thomas,  Philip  F. 
Thomas,  Jacob  Thompson,  Turney,  Vanderpoel,  D. 
D.  Wagener,  Watterson,  Weller,  Wick,  J.  W.  Wil- 
liams, H.  Williams,  Worthington — 117. 

So  the  resolution  (under  the  9th  rule)  was  not 
adopted. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maine,  rose  to  offer  the  following 
resolution,  which  he  read  from  his  seat: 

Resolved,  That  this  house,  at  this  time,  proceed  to 
the  election  of  a speaker. 

Mr.  Wise  rose  and  exclaimed — is  this  carrying 
out  the  fairness  of  my  proposition? 

Mr.  Bynum  moved  the  previous  question. 

Much  confusion  ensued  and  a variety  of  proposi- 
tions were  made — finally  the  previous  question  was 
sustained  by  a vote  of  118  to  110,  but  a motion  was 
made  by  Mr.  Profit,  who  voted  in  the  affirmative 
to  reconsider  the  vote  just  taken,  for  the  purpose  of 
submitting  the  following: 

Whereas  John  B.  Aycrigg,  John  P.  B.  Maxwell, 
William  Halsted,  Charles  C.  Stratton  and  Thomas 
Jones  Yorke  have  filed  with  the  clerk  of  the  house  of 
representatives  of  the  United  States  separate  commis- 
sions from  the  governor  of  the  state  of  New  of  Jersey, 
Eealed  with  the  great  seal  of  said  state,  and  attested  by 
the  secretary  of  state:  which  commissions  authorise  and 
commission  the  said  John  B.  Aycrigg,  John  P . B.  Max- 
well, William  Halsted,  Charles  C.  Stratton  and  Thomas 
Jones  Yorke  to  serve  as  representatives  of  the  state  of 
New  Jersey  in  the  congress  of  the  United  States  for 
the  26th  congress;  and  whereas  said  commissions  con- 
form in  every  respect,  and  are  in  accordance  with  the 
laws  of  New  Jersey  regulating  the  election  of  members 
of  congress;  and  whereas  the  state  of  New  Jersey  can- 
not be  deprived  by  this  house  of  her  right  to  vote  in  the 
organization  of  the  house  without  a violation  of  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States  and  a violation  of  the 
sovereign  nghts  of  the  state  of  New  Jersey. 

Resolved,  That  John  B.  Aycrigg,  John  P.  B.  Max- 
well, William  Halsted,  Charles  C.  Stratton  and  Thos. 
Jones  Yorke  are  entitled  to  vote  for  speaker  of  the 
house  of  representatives  whenever  the  house  shall  pro- 
ceed to  the  election  of  that  officer. 

Mr.  P.  followed  his  motion  with  an  earnest  and 
animated  protest  against  the  proceedings  of  the 
house,  and  the  outrage  which  the  majority  had  com- 
mitted against  the  rights  of  the  state  of  New  Jersey 
by  excluding  her  members  from  the  floor. 

Upon  this  a debate  arose  which  was  mantained 
until  the  house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  Dec.  14.  After  a variety  of  proceed- 
ings the  members  at  length  proceeded  to  execute 
the  order  of  yesterday,  providing  for  the  election 
of  speaker. 

The  chairman  appointed  the  following  gentle- 
men to  act  as  tellers: 

Messrs.  Keim,  of  Pennsylvania,  Briggs,  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Kemble,  of  New  York,  and  Crockett,  of 
Tennessee. 

And  thereupon  the  house  proceeded  to  vote  viva 
voce  (as  required  by  the  rule). 

On  the  name  of  Mr.  Adams  being  called,  that 
gentleman  answered:  reserving  all  iny  rights  of  ob- 
jecting hereafter  to  this  election  as  unconstitutional 
and  illegal,  I vote  for  John  Bell. 

[A  similar  protest  was  made  by  Mr.  Wise.] 

Before  the  result  of  the  first  ballot  was  an- 
nounced— 

Mr.  Yoke  rose  in  his  place  and  inquired:  Mr. 
Chairman,  is  the  call  of  the  roll  completed? 

The  chairman  said:  It  is. 

Mr.  Yoke.  I perceive  that  my  name  has  not 
been  called.  I am  here  as  one  of  the  representa- 
tives of  the  state  of  New  Jersey,  with  the  commis- 
sion of  the  governor,  in  compliance  with  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  and  the  laws  of  New 
Jersey  and  I demand  that  my  vote  shall  be  re- 
corded. I vote  for  John  Bell. 

[The  other  four  gentlemen  from  New  Jersey  made 
the  same  demand.] 

The  tellers  reported  that  there  were  102  votes  for 
John  Bell,  1 13  for  J.  W.  Jones,  11  for  C.  W.  Daw- 
son, 3 for  D.  H.  Lewis,  5 for  F.  W.  Pickens,  and  1 
for  J.  Garland — no  one  having  a majority  of  the 
whole  number  of  votes  given. 

Mr.  Wise  rose  and  inquired  whether  the  report 
included  the  votes  of  the  five  gentlemen  who  held 
commissions  from  the  governor  of  New  Jersey.  He 
understood  that  it  did  not.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
that  before  the  chair  announced  the  result  of  the 
election,  it  would  put  the  question  to  the  house, 
thus  raised  informally,  whether  their  votes  should 
be  counted.  Now,  the  question  arbse  in  a legal 


and  formal  manner:  it  was  a question  of  right;  it 
was  a question  which  arose  originally.  And,  if  the 
gentlemen  had  been  absent,  or  had  just  arrived,  and 
this  the  first  day  of  the  session,  and  they  had  claim- 
ed their  right  to  vote,  none  of  the  proceedings  of 
this  house  could  have  been  obligatory  on  them,  or 
excluded  them  from  the  assertion  of  their  claim  to 
seats  here.  They  now,  then,  appeared  and  claimed 
their  original  right,  and  the  question  he  wished  to 
be  decided  de  novo.  He  would  therefore  ask  the 
chair  to  put  the  question — “Shall  their  votes  be 
counted?” 

Mr.  Dromgoole  rose'  to  ask  whether  the  tellers 
had  counted  all  the  votes.  And  if  they  had,  he 
demanded  that  the  vote  be  announced  by  the  chair- 
man. 

Mr.  Mercer  rose  to  move  for  a reconsideration  of 
the  vote  by  which  Mr.  Wise’s  resolution,  providing 
for  the  call  of  the  New  Jersey  members,  had  been 
rejected. 

The  chairman  decided  that  the  motion  was  not 
in  order. 

Mr.  Wise  said  he  would  make  no  motion,  but  he 
wished  to  slate  the  fact  that  there  were  five  gentle- 
men from  New  Jersey,  who  had  appeared  in  their 
seats  and  claimed  to  vote.  He  therefore  asked  the 
chair  to  state  that  fact  to  the  house,  and  take  its  de- 
cision upon  it. 

The  chairman  then  announced  the  result  of  the 
vote  to  the  house,  and  the  number  of  votes  given 
to  each  person  voted  for. 

Tho  chairman  then  said  that  the  five  members 
from  New  Jersey,  who  held  the  commissions  of  the 
governor  of  that  state,  demanded  to  have  their 
votes  taken  before  the  result  was  announced  to  the 
house. 

The  chairman  said  that  there  appearing  not  to  be 
a majority  of  votes  given  to  any  one  person,  the 
house  would  proceed  to  vote  again. 

The  clerk  commenced  calling  the  roll  for  a second 
vote,  when — 

Mr.  Mercer  rose  to  address  the  chair,  (but  what 
he  said  was  lost  to  the  reporter,  owing  to  the  noise 
and  confusion  that  prevailed  throughoutgthe  hall). 
Mr.  M.  was  called  repeatedly  to  order  by  some 
member,  to  whom  he  replied,  at  the  top  of  his  voice, 
and  amidst  loud  cries  of  “order!”  “order!”  “Let 
the  gentleman  state  his  point  of  order.” 

Mr.  Wise  said,  my  colleague  (Mr.  Mercer ) rises 
to  a priviledged  question;  which  is  always  in  order. 

The  chairman  stated  that  the  gentleman’s  motion 
could  not  be  then  entertained,  as  (he  house  was 
then  engaged  in  voting  fora  speaker.  It  was  not 
in  order. 

Mr.  Mercer  said,  then  he  would  appeal  from  the 
decision  of  the  chair,  and  asked  the  chair  to  put  the 
question  to  the  house  on  his  appeal. 

Mr.  Wise  said,  certainly  my  colleague  has  a right 
to  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  chair. 

The  chairman  stated  that  he  could  not  then  put 
the  question  on  the  appeal  while  the  vote  was  being 
taken.  [Loud  laughter.] 

The  clerk  was  proceeding  with  the  call,  when 

Mr.  Graves  again  interrupted  him,  and  remarked 
that  he  should  not  take  his  seat  till  the  house  decid- 
ed the  question  on  the  appeal  taken  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  and  which  the  chair  had  refused 
to  put  to  the  house.  [Loud  cries  of  “order!”  “or- 
der!”] 

The  chairman  called  the  gentleman  to  order,  and 
stated  that  he  had  already  decided  that  the  appeal 
could  not  be  made  while  the  clerk  was  calling  the 
roll. 

Mr.  Mercer.  The  chair  had  refused  to  put  his 
motion  to  the  house,  and  had  called  him  to  order 
when  there  was  no  question  before  it.  The  clerk 
had  just  commenced  calling  the  roll,  but  he  had  pro- 
ceeded without  being  told  to  do  so;  therefore  he 
f Mr.  M.)  was  not  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Wise  said,  in  order  to  illustrate  the  position 
of  his  colleague,  he  would  state  that  the  chairman 
had  decided  that  he  could  not  put  the  question  on 
his  appeal  while  the  election  was  going  on.  Now, 
from  that  very  decision  the  gentleman  had  a right 
to  appeal. 

The  chairman  said  he  believed  it  to  be  perfectly 
competent  for  the  gentleman  to  offer  his  motion 
when  a speaker  should  have  been  elected;  but  while 
the  house  was  thus  engaged,  he  could  not  receive 
any  motion,  nor  could  any  appeal  be  taken  from  the 
decision  of  the  chair. 

Mr.  Wise  said — then  here  is  a decision  that  an 
appeal  cannot  he  taken.  Is  it  not  competent  for  my 
colleague  to  take  an  appeal  from  that  decision? 

The  chairman  replied — certainly  not,  sir.  [Loud 
laughter.] 

The  clerk  was  then  allowed  tq  proceed  with  the 
call  of  the  roll. 

The  rest  of  the  day’s  session  was  employed  in 
balloting  for  a speaker — Six  ineffectual  attempts 
were  made  as  follows: 


1st. 

2d. 

3d. 

4 th. 

5th. 

6 th. 

Whole  No.  of  votes. 

235 

235 

234 

234 

234 

228 

Necessary  to  a choice, 

118 

118 

118 

118 

118 

115 

John  Bell, 

102 

99 

1 

2 

22 

21 

John  W.  Jones, 

113 

113 

110 

101 

71 

39 

William  C.  Dawson, 

11 

11 

103 

77 

4 

1 

Dixon  H.  Lewis, 

3 

5 

6 

14 

49 

79 

F.  W.  Pickens, 

5 

5 

7 

8 

6 

4 

George  W.  Hopkins, 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Robert  M.  T.  Hunter, 

- 

1 

5 

29 

68 

63 

John  Quincy  Adams, 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

- 

John  C.  Clark, 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Henry  A.  Wise, 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Waddy  Thompson, 

- 

- 

— 

1 

- 

— 

Levi  Lincoln, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

11 

Francis  Granger, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

George  Evans, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 2 

— 

Zadok  Casey, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

3 

Thomas  Corwin, 

- 

- 

- 

— 

2 

1 

Linn  Banks, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

1 

David  Petrikin, 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

G.  C.  Dromgoole, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

R.  Barnwell  Rhett, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

After  the  sixth  ballot  the  house  adjourned  until 
Monday. 

Monday,  Dec.  16.  The  balloting  for  speaker  was 
resumed.  On  the  eleventh  ballot  a choice  was  ef- 
fected, and  Robert  M.  T.  Hunter,  of  Virginia,  hav- 
ing received  119  votes,  out  of  232  ballots,  was  an- 
nounced as  being  duly  elected  speaker  of  the  house 
of  representatives.  We  annex  the  following  as  the 
result  of  this  day’s  ballotings: 

7th.  8th.  9th.  10th.  11th. 


Whole  number  of  votes, 

229 

232 

231 

232 

232 

Necessary  to  a choice, 

115 

117 

116 

117 

117 

John  Bell, 

64 

80 

33 

12 

- 

John  W.  Jones, 

2 

- 

— 

14 

55 

William  C.  Dawson,  . 

„ 5 

5 

6 

3 

- 

Dixon  H.  Lewis, 

110 

113 

no 

73 

1 

F.  W.  Pickens, 

. - 

1 

i 

5 

9 

George  W.  Hopkins, 

1 

1 

l 

1 

- 

Robert  M.  T.  Hunter,  . 

. 22 

16 

59 

85 

119 

John  Quincy  Adams, 

. 

1 

1 

1 

- 

Levi  Lincoln, 

. - 

- 

- 

2 

- 

Francis  Granger, 

12 

- 

- 

2 

- 

George  Evans,  . 

. 1 

- 

— 

— 

— 

Zadok  Casey,  _ . 

3 

5 

5 

8 

10 

Thomas  Corwin,  * 

. - 

- 

- 

1 

- 

G.  C.  Dromgoole,  . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

- 

Francis  Thomas, 

. 4 

7 

11 

10 

3 

John  Sergeant, 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

J.  R.  Underwood, 

. 1 

- 

- 

— 

- 

Cave  Johnson, 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Henry  W.  Conner,  . 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Lewis  Williams,  . , . 

. - 

1 

- 

a 

— 

John  Campbell, 

. 

- 

2 

- 

- 

Edward  Curtis, 

. - 

- 

1 

- 

- 

George  M.  Keim, 

. — 

- 

- 

12 

24 

William  Medill,  . 

. - 

- 

2 

- 

Thomas  Davee, 

. - 

- 

- 

- 

3 

C.  G.  Atherton, 

. - 

- 

- 

— 

4 

D.  A.  Starkweather, 

. - 

- 

- 

— 

1 

Nathan  Clifford,  . 

. - 

- 

-• 

- 

1 

T.  A.  Howard, 

. - 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Linn  Boyd,  . 

. - 

- 

- 

1 

The  chairman  then  requested  Mr.  Bunks  and  Mr. 
Lawrence  to  conduct  the  speaker  to  the  chair,  and 
Mr.  Lewis  Williams  to  administer  the  oath  of  office 
to  him. 

Mr.  Banks  and  Mr.  Lawrence  accordingly  con- 
ducted the  speaker  to  the  chair. 

And,  when  he  had  taken  it,  and  the  oath  was  ad- 
ministered to  him,  the  house,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Wise,  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  at  12  o’clock. 

[The  National  Intelligencer,  noticing  the  result, 
says,  “that  Mr.  Hunter  received,  on  the  last  and 
successful  trial,  every  whig  vote  in  the  house,  which, 
united  with  the  votes  of  nearly  all  the  state  rights 
gentlemen  of  the  south,  effected  his  election.”] 

Tuesday,  Dec.  17.  At  noon  to-day,  the  speaker 
of  the  house,  (the  honorable  R.  M.  T.  Hunter) 
took  the  chair  and  called  the  house  to  order;  after 
which,  he  rose  and  addressed  the  house  as  follows: 

Gentlemen  of  the  house  of  representatives:  The 
high  and  undeserved  honor  which  you  have  con- 
ferred upon  me  has  been  so  unexpected,  that  even 
now  I can  scarcely  find  terms  in  which  to  express 
my  grateful  sense  of  your  kindness.  I trust,  how- 
ever, to  be  able  to  offer  a better  evidence  of  that 
sentiment  in  the  earnest  efforts  which  I shall  make 
to  discharge  my  duties  justly  and  •impartially. — 
Called  as  I have  been  to  this  high  station,  not  so 
much  from  any  merits  of  my  own  as  from  the  in- 
dependence of  my  position,  I shall  feel  it  as  espe- 
cially due  from  me  to  you  to  preside  as  (he  speaker, 
not  of  a party,  but  of  the  house.  Whilst  I shall 
deem  it  my  duty  on  all  proper  occasions  to  sustain 
the  principles  upon  which  I stand  pledged  before 
the  country,  I shall  hold  myself  bound  at  the  same 
time  to  afford  every  facility  within  my  power  to 
the  full  and  free  expression  of  the  wishes  and  sen- 
timents of  every  section  of  this  great  confederacy. 
You  will  doubtless  deem  it  your  duly,  gentlemen, 
as  the  grand  inquest  of  the  nation,  to  investigate 
all  matters  of  which  the  people  ought  to  be  informed; 
to  retrench  expenditures  which  are  unnecessary  or 
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unconstitutional;  to  maintain  the  just  relations  be- 
tween all  of  the  great  interests  of  the  country;  and 
to  preserve  inviolate  the  constitution  which  you 
will  be  sworn  to  support;  whilst  it  will  be  mine  to 
aid  you  in  such  labors  with  all  the  means  within 
my  power.  And  although  deeply  impressed  with 
a painful  sense  of  my  inexperience  and  of  the  dif- 
ficulties of  a new  and  untried  station,  I am  yet 
cheered  by  the  hope  that  you  will  sustain  me  in 
my  efforts  to  preserve  the  order  of  business  and  the 
decorum  of  debate.  I am  aware  that  party  fervor 
is  occasionally  impatient  of  the  restraint  which  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  chair  to  impose  upon  the  asperity 
of  debate,  but  at  the  same  time  I know  that  the 
just  of  all  parties  will  sustain  the  speaker  who  is 
honestly  endeavoring  to  preserve  the  dignity  of  the 
house  and  the  harmony  of  its  members. 

Permit  me,  in  conclusion,  gentlemen,  to  tender 
you  .the  homage  of  my  heartfelt  thanks  for  the 
honor  which  you  have  conferred  upon  me,  and  to 
express  the  hope  that  your  councils  may  be  so 
guided  by  W'sdom  as  to  redound  to  your  own  repu- 
tation and  the  welfare  of  our  common  country. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  having  been  read — 

Mr.  Dromgoole,  of  Virginia,  moved  a resolution 
roviding  that  the  standing  rules  of  order  of  the  last 
ouse  of  representatives  be  adopted  to  govern  the 
proceedings  of  this  body'. 

Mr.  Lewis  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  moved 
to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table  until  the  members 
of  the  house  should  have  been  sworn  in. 

Mr.  Everett,  of  Vermont,  suggested  to  the  chair 
that  it  would  be  proper  first  to  swear  t|ie  members 
before  entertaining  any  other  business. 

Mr.  Dromgoole  thought  it  undoubtedly  competent 
to  the  house  now  to  adopt  rules  for  its  government. 

The  question  being  put  from  the  chair  on  laying 
the  resolution  on  the  table — 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded,  and  then  tel- 
lers were  called  for. 

Mr.  W.  Cost  Johnson  rose  to  order.  He  said  he 
held  in  his  hand  the  law  of  1789,  and  would  ask  for 
the  reading  of  the  first  two  sections  of  il,  from 
which  it  would  appear  that  the  resolution  of  the 
honorable  gentlemen  from  Virginia  was  inadmissi- 
ble at  this  time. 

The  first  and  second  sections  of  the  law  were 
read  accordingly,  at  the  cleik’s  table,  as  follows: 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted,  fyc.  That  the  oath  or  af- 
firmation required  by  the  sixth  article  of  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  shall  be  administered 
in  the  form  following,  to  wit:  “ I,  A . B.  do  solemnly 
swear  or  affirm  (as  the  case  may  be)  that  I will  sup- 
port the  constitution  of  the  United  Slates .”  The 
said  oath  or  affirmation  shall  be  administered  within 
three  days  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  by  any  one 
member  of  the  senate,  to  the  president  of  the 
senate,  and  by  him  to  all  the  members,  and  to 
the  secretary;  and  by  the  speaker  of  the  house  of 
representatives,  to  all  the  members  who  have  not 
taken  a similar  oath,  hy  virtue  of  a particular  reso- 
lution of  the  said  house,  and  to  the  clerk:  and  in 
case  of  the  absence  of  any  member,  from  the  ser- 
vice of  either  house,  at  the  time  prescribed  for 
taking  the  said  oath  or  affirmation,  the  same  shall 
be  administered  to  such  member  when  he  shall  ap- 
pear to  take  his  seat. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted , That,  at  the 
first  session  of  congress  after  every  general  election 
of  representatives,  the  oath  or  affirmation  aforesaid 
shall  be  administered  by  any  one  member  of  the 
house  of  representatives  to  the  speaker,  and  by  him 
to  all  the  members  present,  and  to  the  clerk,  pre- 
vious to  entering  on  any  other  business,  and  to  the 
members  who  shall  afterw’ards  appear,  previous  to 
taking  their  seats,  &c. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson  went  on  to  observe  that,  ever 
since  this  law  was  enacted,  all  officers,  as  well  of 
the  national  as  of  the  state  governments,  were 
bound  to  take  an  oath  before  entering  upon  their 
official  duties.  No  question  could  be  raised  as  to 
the  constitutionality  of  this  law,  for  it  was  the  su- 
preme law  of  the  land,  binding  on  congress  as  on 
all  other  persons  concerned,  ft  could  not  be  re- 
scinded by  a mere  resolution  of  either  or  of  both 
houses;  but  only  by  the  same  authority  which  had 
enacted  it,  viz:  by  a law,  passed  in  both  houses, 
and  signed  by  the  president.  But,  lest  some  gen- 
tlemen might  cherish  a doubt,  he  would  ask  the 
clerk  to  read  the  opinion  of  judge  Story,  of  the  su- 
preme court  of  the  United  States,  on  the  constitu- 
tionality of  the  law,  and  its  binding  validity  now. 

[The  opinion  was  read  accordingly.] 

Mr.  Dromgoole  said,  as  his  friend  from  Maryland 
had  raised  the  point  of  order,  and  had  been  allowed 
to  accompany  it  by  some  remarks,  he  presumed  he 
should  not  be  out  of  order  in  offering  a few  words 
in  reply.  He  should  not  enter  into  an  argument  as 
to  the  constitutionality  of  the  law  of  1789;  but  he 
might  ask,  where  was  this  law  of  ’89  when  the  first 
house  of  representatives  adopted  rules  for  its  pro- 


ceedings? And  he  might  further  ask,  where  had 
been  the  oaths  of  the  gentlemen  here  present  for 
this  fortnight  past,  during  the  whole  of  which  time 
they  had  been  sitting  as  a house  of  representatives, 
and  had  adopted  rules  to  govern  their  proceedings? 
But  if  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Maryland 
would  attend  to  the  meaning  of  the  word  “busi- 
ness,” as  used  in  the  statute  read  from,  he  would 
discover  that  it  referred  to  the  ordinary  business  of 
the  house,  and  not  to  its  organization.  The  adop- 
tion of  rules  constituted  a part  of  the  organization 
of  the  house.  Mr.  D.  had  not  proposed  that  the 
house  should  go  into  any  “business;”  and  therefore 
the  law  of  ’S9  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  matter. — 
They  were  sitting  as  members  of  the  house;  they 
had  elected  their  presiding  officer;  and  certainly 
they  could  adopt  any  rules  of  business  they  thought 
fit — the  law  of  ’89  notwithstanding.  When  he  of- 
fered the  resolution  which  was  before  the  house,  he 
had  done  so  with  candor  and  sincerity,  and  with  a 
view  to  avoid  any  difficulties  which  might  arise. — 
Suppose,  when  members  came  up  to  be  sworn,  any 
difficult  questions  should  be  raised,  where  were  the 
rules  by  which  they  were  to  be  decided?  He  had 
deemed  it  but  an  act  of  courtesy  to  a young  speaker 
to  give  him  at  least  rules  for  his  guidance;  with 
these  he  would  be  less  embarrassed  in  discharging 
the  duties  of  a new  situation;  and  the  members 
themselves  would  also  be  delivered  from  much  dif- 
ficulty and  delay.  The  gentleman  from  Maryland 
(Mr.  Johnson)  not  having  formally  made  a point  of 
order,  but  rather  offered  a suggestion  to  the  chair, 
Mr.  D.  put  it  to  him  whether  it  would  not  be  better 
to  wave  any  formal  decision,  and  let  the  suggestion, 
accompanied  by  the  words  of  the  law  as  read,  have 
its  due  operation  on  the  minds  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Johnson  had  no  wish  to  go  into  a debate:  and 
he'would  yield  with  great  pleasure  to  the  sugges- 
tion of  the  able  gentleman  from  Virginia,  could  he 
do  so  \Vith  consistency  and  conscientiousness.  But 
the  gentleman  must  excuse  him.  He  thought  the 
speaker  would  encounter  no  embarrassment:  let  the 
members  be  sworn  as  the  law  required  first  to  be 
done,  and  then  the  very  next  thing  would  na- 
turally be  to  adopt  rules  of  order.  But  according 
to  the  words  of  the  statute,  a member  appearing 
could  not  be  admilted  lo  his  seat  until  he  was 
sworn.  He  must  insist  upon  his  point  of  order. 

The  chair  suggested  to  the  gentleman  from  Ma- 
ryland that  the  readiest  way  of  arriving  at  a settle- 
ment of  his  point  of  order  would  be  to  suffer  the 
question  to  be  taken  on  laying  the  resolution  of  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Johnson  said  he  had  no  objection. 

Mr.  Graves  and  Mr.  Cave  Johnson  rose  simulta- 
neously and  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  Lewis  Williams  again  reminded  gentlemen 
that  he  had  made  his  motion  merely  that  members 
might  first  be  sworn. 

Mr.  Vanderpoel  moved  a call  of  the  house. 

[“Oh  no!  no!”] 

Mr.  V.  Oh  yes,  yes!  put  the  question. 

The  question  being  put,  it  was  lost  without  a 
count. 

Mr.  Vanderpoel  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

[“Too  late,  too  late!  Question,  question!” 

The  question  being  now  put  on  Mr.  Williams ’s 
motion  to  lay  on  the  table,  the  yeas  were  116,  the 
nays  116. 

So  there  was  a tie. 

The  speaker  giving  the  casting  vote  in  the  affir- 
mative, the  motion  was  carried,  and  the  resolution 
of  Mr.  Dromgoole  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Craig,  of  Virginia,  offered  the  following  re- 
solution: 

Resolved,  That  every  member  of  the  house  of  repre- 
resentatives  of  (he  United  Stales  ought,  before  taking 
his  seat  therein,  to  produce  at  the  clerk’s  table,  or  to  de- 
posite  in  the  clerk’s  office  the  credentials  by  virtue  of 
which  he  claims  his  seal,  and  in  all  cases  of  contested 
elections,  no  member  to  be  permitted  to  vote  until  the 
house,  upon  a report  from  the  standing  committee  of 
elections,  or  by  the  vote  of  ihe  majority  of  the  mem- 
bers present  being  a quorum  of  the  house,  shall  have 
decided  which  of  the  claimants  is  entitled  to  the  con- 
tested seat. 

Mr.  Wise.  As  there  lies  precisely  the  same  ob- 
jection to  this  resolution  as  to#lhe  last,  and  which 
has  just  been  sustained  by  the  house,  I,  therefore, 
in  accordance  with  the  views  expressed  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Johnson),  moved  to 
lay  this  resolution  on  the  table. 

The  motion  was  carried,  and  the  resoultion  of 
Mr.  Craig  was  laid  on  the  table  accordingly. 

The  chair  now  directed  the  clerk  to  call  the  roll 
that  the  members  elect  might  come  up  and  take  the 
oath  prescribed  by  law.  The  roll  was  called  and 
the  members  coining  up  where  the  delegation  was 
not  numerous,  by  entire  delegations,  and,  where 
very  numerous,  by  squads,  surrounded  the  speaker, 
who  stood  in  front  of  the  clerk’s  table,  and  were 


duly  qualified;  some  kissing  the  book,  others, 
(chiefly  from  the  New  England  states)  swearing  by 
the  uplifted  hand. 

When  the  state  of  New  Jersey  was  reached,  the 
clerk  called  the  name  of  Joseph  F.  Randolph. 

Cries  of  “pass  on,”  and  in  obedience  to  an  inti- 
mation of  the  speaker,  the  clerk,  for  the  present, 
passed  by  that  state,  and  proceeded  to  complete 
the  calling  of  the  roll. 

The  roll  having  been  gone  through,  and  all  the 
members  having  been  duly  sworn. 

The  state  of  New  Jersey  was  taken  up,  and  the 
name  of  Mr.  Randolph  having  been  again  called 
by  the  clerk,  the  other  gentlemen  from  New  Jersey 
having  commissions  from  the  governor  came  up 
with  him,  and  surrounding  the  speaker,  presented 
themselves  to  be  sworn.'  Mr.  Randolph  having 
taken  the  oath. 

The  speaker  desired  the  remaining  genllemen  to 
pause,  as  he  had  reserved  the  question  respecting 
their  case  to  be  decided  by  the  house. 

[While  these  gentlemen  were  around  the  speak- 
er several  members  of  the  house,  already  sworn, 
left  their  seats,  and  coming  into  the  area  in  front 
of  the  clerk’s  table,  stood  behind  the  New  Jersey 
members;  but  the  cry  of  “order!”  “take  your  seats!” 
being  heard  from  all  sides,  these  gentlemen  imme- 
diately retired  and  resumed  their  seats.] 

The  speaker  thereupon  left  his  station  in  front  of 
the  clerk’s  table,  and  having  resumed  the  chair,  ob- 
served that  a difficulty  having  arisen  in  relation  to 
the  right  of  the  remaining  gentlemen  from  New 
Jersey  to  seats  i n the  house,  the  chair  deemed  it  his 
duty  to  submit  the  question  for  the  decision  of  the 
house.  Five  gentlemen  from  New  Jersey,  viz: 
Messrs.  Aycrigg;  Halsted,  Maxwell,  Stratton  and 
Yorke  had  appeared  as  reprsentatives  from  New 
Jersey,  with  the  certificate  of  the  governor  of  that 
state,  and  had  demanded  to  be  sworn.  Had  the 
question  now  arisen  de  novo,  the  chair  would  not 
have  hesitated  to  have  administered  to  them  the 
oath  ot  office.  But,  as  certain  proceedings  had  al- 
ready taken  place  in  the  house  upon  the  subject 
and  as  a resolution  had  been  passed,  or  rather  a 
negative  opinion  had  been  given  in  relation  to  their 
right  of  voting,  he  deemed  it  bis  duty  to  submit  the 
question  to  the  house.  The  house  had  once  said 
that  these  gentlemen  should  not  act  as  members. — 
The  chair  left  the  matter  lo  the  house. 

Mr.  Wise.  I would  respectfully  inquire  of  the 
chair  whether  any  gentleman  has  objected  to  these 
gentlemen  being  sworn?  Will  the  chair  now  in- 
quire w'hether  any  gentlemen  now  objects  to  it? 

Mr.  Dromgoole.  If  f rightly  understood  the  speak- 
er, he  said  he  left  the  question  to  the  house  to  de- 
cide. If  so,  the  question  arises  of  itself,  whether 
these  gentlemen  shall  take  the  oath. 

Mr.  Wise.  I ask  whether  any  objection  has  been 
made  by  any  gentleman  here  present,  vvhether3Worn 
or  claiming  to  be  sworn?  If  there  is  no  objection,  T 
presume  the  chair  need  put  no  question  in  the  case, 
but  receive  these  gentlemen  at  once,  and  let  them 
be  sworn. 

The  speaker  said  that  he  should  have  deemed 
such  to  have  been  his  duty,  but  for  the  resolution 
W'hich  stood  recorded  upon  the  minutes;  but,  such 
being  the  fact,  he  felt  that  it  more  became  hirn  to 
submit  this  question  of  franchise  to  the  house.  The 
gentleman  Irom  Virginia,  (Mr.  Wise),  seemed  to 
think  tfiat  the  chair  ought  to  have  waited  until 
some  objection  had  been  made,  but  the  chair  did 
not  see  how  this  could  have  made  any  material 
difference,  since  the  question  must  at  last  have 
come  to  the  house,  shall  these  gentlemen  be  sworn? 

Mr.  Wise  said  he  had  raised  the  question  simply 
because  a resolution,  whether  affirmative  or  nega- 
tive, passed  by  this  house  while  in  its  unorganized 
state,  had  no  force  or  obligation  of  law  upon  this 
house  at  present,  and  because  he  thought  that  pos- 
sibly the  house  might  in  that  way  be  relieved  of  all 
further  difficulty  in  Ihe  matter.  He  would  now 
move  that  these  gentlemen,  (named  them),  be  not 
sworn.  This  would  at  once  raise  the  question, 
and  the  house  must  decide  it. 

[The  chair  required  the  motion  to  be  reduced  to 
writing.] 

Mr.  Wise.  I move  it  in  this  negative  form,  be- 
cause a sovereign  state  of  this  union  was  deprived 
of  its  vote  in  the  election  of  speaker  by  the  same 
question  having  been  raised  by  a resolution  in  the 
positive  form,  the  tesolution  having  been  lost  by  a 
tie.  I do  this  to  avoid  the  mere  trickery  of  form. 
I will  reduce  my  motion  to  writing. 

Mr.  Diomgoole.  I know  that  I have  not  aright 
to  Ihe  floor,  but,  with  my  colleague’s  permission, 
and  w hile  he  is  writing  out  his  motion,  I will  offer 
a few  remarks. 

Mr.  Wise.  Certainly. 

Mr.  Graves.  I object. 

■After  a brief  conversation,  Mr.  Dromgoole  was 
permitted  to  proceed. 
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It  is,  (said  he),  necessarily  an  affirmative  pro- 
position, and  cannot  come  up  in  any  other  form; 
and  the  chair  intimated,  if  1 understood  him,  that 
he  put  the  question  to  the  house.  The  course  pur- 
sued by  the  chair  is  not  without  precedent.  A case 
occurred  in  the  senate,  when  an  amendment  of  the 
constitution  had  been  proposed;  and  on  a question 
whether  it  required  a vote  of  two-thirds  or  of  a mere 
majority  to  decide,  the  presiding  officer  submitted 
that  question  to  the  body.  Here  there  being  some 
difficulty  in  relation  to  the  New  Jersey  members, 
the  chair  submits  the  question  to  the  house,  “Shall 
they  be  sworn?”  The  chair  had  a right  to  put  this 
question,  and  to  have  it  answered,  before  my  col- 
leauge  could  move  his  resolution.  The  house  is  in 
possession  of  the  question,  and  I demand  its  deci- 
sion. 

Mr.  Mercer.  I would  suggest  to  the  chair  that 
the  decision  of  the  house,  to  which  he  alluded,  was 
not  that  the  five  New  Jersey  members,  commission- 
ed by  the  governor  of  their  state,  are  not  entitled  to 
their  seats  in  this  house;  the  decision  was,  that  the 
credentials  in  their  possession  were  not  sufficient  to 
authorise  them  to  take  seats  in  the  house  as  then 
constituted.  Suppose  a gentleman  present  creden- 
tials, which  are  pronounced  insufficient,  may  he  not 
produce  others  to-inorrow  which  shall  be  admitted? 
The  sufficiency  of  these  gentlemen’s  credentials,  in 
this  house,  at  present,  is  a new  question;  if  is  a 
question  to  be  decided  now,  on  evidence  now  to  be 
adduced.  Then  the  members  were  not  sworn,  nor 
the  house  organized,  and  they  had  no  power  to  de- 
cide the  question,  or  even  to  go  into  the  inquiry  as 
to  the  validity  of  credentials;  but  now  we  are  sworn 
judges,  with  power  to  try  and  determine. 

Mr.  Wise  now  read  his  resolution  in  the  w'ords  fol- 
lowing: 

Resolved,  That  Messrs.  John  B.  Aycrigg,  William 
Halsted,  J.P.  B.  Maxwell,  Charles  G.  Stratton,  and 
Thos.  Jones  Yorke  are  not  entitled  to  be  sworn  as 
members  of  this  house  from  the  state  of  New  Jersey. 

Mr.  Wise.  My  colleague  (Mr.  Dromgoole)  will 
not,  I hope,  forget,  so  soon  alter  we  have  escaped 
from  our  chrysalis  state,  now  that  we  have  just  got 
our  wings,  that  one  of  the  charges  of  usurpation 
against  the  honorable  gentleman  who  lately  presided 
in  that  chair  was,  that  he  assumed  to  put  questions 
to  the  house,  in  his  own  form,  which  nobody  had 
moved.  You,  sir,  have  not  so  acted;  you  have  not 
assumed  to  give  direction  to  the  action  of  this  body. 
You  stated  to  us  your  own  convictions,  and  what 
would  be  the  question  for  th:s  house  to  settle;  but 
you  did  not,  on  your  own  mere  motion,  undertake 
to  decide  in  what  precise  form  the  question  should 
be  presented  to  the  house.  That  would  necessarily 
be  a question  of  order.  But  you  stated  the  great 
question  of  right.  Not  believing  that  gentlemen 
would  offer  a resolution  in  this  shape  themselves,  I 
have  taken  the  liberty  of  anticipating  their  move- 
ments, and  I move  you  the  resolution  in  a negative 
form.  If  this  is  decided  in  the  negative,  by  a tie  or 
otherwise,  it  will  be  what  the  logicians  call  a nega- 
tive pregnant, anil  will  amount,  in  fact,  to  an  affirma- 
tive vote.  I presume  the  chair  has  no  predilection  for 
any  particular  form  in  which  the  substantial  ques- 
tion shall  be  placed  before  the  house. 

The  chair  said  that  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  put  the 
question  to  this  house  for  decision,  whether  those 
gentlemen  demanding  to  have  the  oath  administered 
to  them  shall  be  sworn;  but  he  did  not  decide  as  to 
the  particular  form  of  the  proposition.  He  merely 
indicated  what  was  his  own  impression  as  to  what 
the  question  would  be  which  he  should  have  to  put 
to  the  house,  unless  some  gentleman  should  relieve 
him  from  that  necessity  by  submitting  a proposition. 
He  should  submit  the  resolution  as  now  moved  by 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia. 

Mr.  Wise.  Then  I was  not  mistaken  in  my  un- 
derstanding of  the  chair,  and  I now,  with  great  plea- 
sure, relieve  him  from  all  embarrassment  by  moving 
iny  resolution;  and — unless  there  are  strong  reasons 
to  the  contrary — r(  pausing  and  looking  round)  I will 
move  the  previous  question. 

[“How  can  you?  We  have  no  rules!”] 

Mr.  Wise.  Well,  I will  w'ilhdraw  my  call  for  the 
previous  question,  and  just  submit  my  resolution. 

Mr.  Thomas.  In  anticipation  of  such  a state  of 
affairs,  my  friend  from  Virginia  ( Mr.  Dromgoole ) 
moved  the  house  to  adopt  rules  of  order.  His  mo- 
tion wa3  laid  on  the  table,  there  not  being  then  a full 
attendance  of  members  to  vote:  had  there  been,  I 
should  not  have  had  to  trouble  you  now.  But  as 
there  was  not,  and  a3  we  have  adopted  no  rules,  and 
ol  course  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  my  renewing 
the  gentleman’s  motion  in  the  same  identical  words, 
I move  you  that  the  resolution  orthe  gentleman  from 
Virginia  [Mr.  Wise)  be  postponed  until  we  shall 
have  again  voted  on  the  resolution  for  the  adoption 
of  rules  of  order.  I would  have  moved  to  lay  it  on 
the  table,  had  I not  seen  that  it  will  avail  nothing; 
because,  as  soon  as  I should  have  moved  my  reso- 


lution for  rules,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  might 
rebut  it  by  a similar  motion.  It  seems  impossible 
that  we  can  progress  till  we  adopt  some  rules  to  go- 
vern our  proceedings.  I suggest  to  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Virginia  if  it  be  not  expedient  that 
we  now  adopt  some  rules. 

Mr.  Wise.  I would  with  pleasure  accede  to  the 
gentleman’s  suggestion,  were  not  rules  of  order 
matters  of  such  very  great  importance,  especially  in 
our  existing  circumstances.  They  are  to  be  the 
law's  of  this  house,  and  they  must  regulate  us  in  de- 
ciding on  all  cases  of  elections.  The  mere  question 
whether  a vote  shall  be  given  v'wa  voce  or  by  ballot 
may  give  a complexion  to  this  house. 

The  gentleman  boasts  that  they  have  a majority, 
and  that  the  only  reason  the  resolution  of  my  col- 
league was  laid  upon  the  table  was,  that  all  their 
forces  were  not  on  the  ground.  True,  sir;  the  mem- 
bers were  not  all  on  the  ground.  Some,  who  have 
as  good  authority  to  be  here  as  any  one  of  us,  are 
yet  without.  They  have  been  put  out  of  the  pale 
of  the  house,  and  no  less  out  of  the  pale  of  the  con- 
stitution. No,  sir.  Ascertain  first  who  are  your 
members.  Let  all  the  states  be  heard  on  this  ques- 
tion of  adopting  rules:  if  they  are  entitled  to  speak, 
they  should  be  heard.  We  are  all  sworn  but  these 
commissioned  members  from  New  Jersey:  the  busi- 
ness of  swearing  them  in  ha3  precedence  over  all 
other:  and  this  house  has  just  decided  that  it  will  not 
proceed  to  any  other  business,  no,  not  even  to  the 
adoption  of  rules  of  order,  in  the  face  of  the  statute 
of  1789.  I submit  to  gentlemen  now,  whether, 
though  we  have  not  adopted  specific  rules,  there  be 
not  what  I may  call  a common  law  on  the  subject 
of  order.  I submit  to  you,  sir,  whether  it  is  not  ab- 
surd to  have  a question  decided,  and  then  raised 
again,  and  then  decided  again,  and  again,  and  again, 
ad  infinitum ? If  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  is  to 
postpone  my  resolution  to  make  room  to  revive  his 
resolution  about  the  rules,  I may' then  move  to  post- 
pone his  to  revive  mine,  and  thus  this  absurd,  and 
ridiculous,  and  contemptible  game  may  be  played 
out.  It  is  absurd  to  contend  that  we  are  without 
any  restraints  or  principles  of  order,  because  we 
have  not  yet  adopted  our  code  of  laws.  Common 
sense  is  a sufficient  rule  to  decide  that,  when  a ques- 
tion has  been  put  and  decided,  it  shall  not  be  put 
again;  and  that  we  cannot  postpone  each  other’s  re- 
solutions, alternately,  forever. 

[At  this  point  of  proceedings  Mr.  Pickens  rose 
and  asked  that  his  colleague,  (Mr.  Rogers ),  who 
had  bec-n  absent  from  the  house  on  account  of  in- 
disposition at  the  time  the  members  had  been 
qualified,  might  be  sworn.  Mr.  R.  was  according- 
ly qualified.] 

Mr.  Tillinghast  said  there  was  a natural  order  of 
precedence  attached  to  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Wise),  which  it  was  im- 
possible to  overlook.  By  the  law  which  had  been 
recognised  this  morning,  the  house  could  tran-’act 
no  business  until  the  members  who  were  to  consti- 
tute the  whole  house  had  been  sworn.  That  was 
the  standing  law  under  which  the  house  had  met  to 
organize,  and  the  house  could  not,  by  any  standing 
law  or  resolution,  repeal  that  law.  It  was  binding 
upon  the  members  by  the  very  oath  which  they 
had  taken.  They  were  proceeding  in  the  swearing 
of  the  members,  and  a question  had  arisen  whether 
certain  persons  claiming  to  be  sworn  should  be 
sworn  with  the  rest.  That  question  involved,  also, 
another.  Who  was  qualified  to  act  in  any  other 
business  except  that  in  which  the  house  was  then 
engaged,  to  wit:  the  swearing  of  the  members? 
Did  not  gentlemen  perceive,  therefore,  that  the 
motion  of  the  gentlemen  from  Virginia  had  a natu- 
ral precedence,  and  which,  in  the  nature  of  things, 
must  be  first  determined? 

The  speaker  here  interposed,  and  said  he  under- 
stood there  was  only  one  proposition  before  the 
house,  and  that  was  the  proposition  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Wise). 

Mr.  Tillinghast  said  he  was  aware  of  it,  but  that 
a suggestion  had  been  made  that  another  proposi- 
tion should  first  be  considered. 

Mr  Wise  inquired  if  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land (Mr.  Thomas)  had  not  moved  to  postpone  the 
consideration  of  his  [Mr.  W’s)  resolution  until  the 
other  question  was  disposed  of. 

Mr.  Thomas  said  he  had  not  made  a motion;  he 
had  merely  suggested  it. 

Mr.  Tillinghast  proceeded  to  say  that  if  there 
was  any  precedent  establishing  the  propriety  of  the 
course  proposed  by  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  he  (Mr.  T.)  hoped  it  would  be  reli- 
giously adhered  to.  He  recollected  only  one  pre- 
cedent where  the  question  had  arisen  who  should 
be  sworn,  and  in  which  certain  gentlemen  appear- 
ed at  that  lable  bringing  their  credentials  with 
them.  If  that  precedent  should  be  found  to  be  iri 
conformity  with  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  he  (Mr.  T.)  implored  gentlemen 


not  to  depart  from  it,  and  thus  again  throw  the 
house  back  into  a scene  of  confusion.  The  case  to 
which  he  referred  occurred  in  the  special  session  of 
1837.  It  was  that  of  Messrs.  Claiborne  and  Ghol- 
son. 

Mr.  Duncan  inquired  of  the  gentleman  from 
Rhode  Island  w hat  credentials  had  been  offered  at 
the  table. 

The  chair  called  to  order. 

Mr.  Duncan  merely  asked  a question.  He  want- 
ed to  know  what  credentials  had  been  offered  at  the 
table. 

Mr.  Tillinghast  did  not  know  the  precise  charac- 
ter of  the  credentials  exhibited.  He  understood 
that  Messrs.  Claiborne  and  Gholson  exhibited  either 
a paper  from  themselves,  or  papers  showing  they 
were  elected.  However,  the  question  then  arose 
precisely  at  the  same  point  of  time  at  which  it  had 
arisen  in  the  present  case,  whether  sufficient  evi- 
dence had  been  offered  to  entitle  those  gentlemen 
to  be  sworn.  It  arose,  be  repeated,  at  precisely  the 
same  point  of  time — in  the  progress  of  swearing 
the  members.  Now,  the  credentials  in  the  present 
case  were  the  certificates  of  the  governor. 

Mr.  Wise  here  rose  and  said  that  he  hoped  the 
gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  (Mr.  Tillinghast ) 
would  here  permit  him  to  ask  a question  whicli  he 
had  intended  to  submit  when  he  was  up  before.  He 
would  ask  the  chair  to  have  reported  now,  and  as 
officially  for  the  first  time,  from  the  speaker  through 
the  clerk,  the  credentials  which  had  been  presented, 
and  when  the  gentlemen  were  called  (o  be  sworn. 

[The  reading  of  “both  sets  of  evidence”  was 
here  called  for  in  several  parts  of  the  house.] 

The  certificate  of  Ihe  governor  of  Mr.  Aycrigg 
was,  on  the  request  of  Mr.  Tillinghast,  then  read; 
after  which,  the  reading  of  the  “other  side”  was 
called  lor  by  several  voices. 

Mr.  Tillinghast  being  about  to  proceed — 

Mr.  Turney  rose  to  a point  of  order.  The  evi- 
dence on  both  sides  had  been  called  for. 

Mr.  Tillinghast  said  that  he  had  called  for  the 
reading  of  the  evidence  on  one  side.  He  had  asked 
merely  for  the  reading  of  the  credentials  of  the  gen- 
tlemen who  had  asked  to  be  sworn.  If  the  reading 
of  any  thing  else  was  asked  for  at  the  proper  time, 
he  should  not  object. 

Mr.  T.  here  read  certain  passages  from  the  jour- 
nal of  1837,  affecting  the  case  of  Messrs.  Claiborne 
and  Gholson,  a precedent  which,  if  found,  as  he 
Ihought  it  was,  to  be  applicable  to  1 lie  present  case, 
he  hoped  would  be  adhered  to.  Otherwise  two 
weeks  longer  would  be  spent  in  unprofitable  debate. 
Under  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  fiom  Virgi- 
nia, the  house  could  move  on  in  an  orderly  manner, 
and  could  in  a short  time  pa=s  upon  the  question. 
He  feared,  however,  that  they  had  not  yet  witnessed 
the  dawning  of  day,  and  that  it  would  soon  appear 
that  they  were  about  to  return  to  that  deep  night  and 
those  shades  of  confusion  from  which  they  had  but 
just  escaped. 

Mr.  Sergeant  rose  and  said  that  he  approved 
heartily  orf  the  course  which  had  beer,  adopted  by 
the  chair,  in  offering  to  the  house  the  consideration 
of  this  question,  and  as  to  the  mode  in  which  it 
should  be  presented.  That  he  had  not  understood 
the  chair  to  decide,  but  he  understood  that  it  was 
left  to  the  bouse. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Wise),  thus 
circumstanced,  had  offered  a resolulion  which  he 
(Mr.  S.)  considered  to  be  in  exact  conformity  with 
the  spirit  and  provisions  of  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States.  The  first  question  which  presented 
itself  here  was  no  less  than  this.  If  gentlemen 
presented  themselves,  with  regular  credentials,  of- 
fering to  be  sworn,  were  they  to  be  excluded  by 
less  than  a majority  of  the  house?  In  other  words, 
did  it  require  a majority  to  bring  them  in,  or  did  it 
require  a majority  to  exclude  them?  Those  who 
maintained  that  it  required  a majority  to  bring  them 
in,  maintained  what  appeared  to  be  a plainly  un- 
constitutional doctrine,  because  it  assumed  that  to 
entitle  a gentleman  to  a seat  and  to  be  sworn,  he 
must  have  something  more  than  the  regular  creden- 
tials of  the  state:  that  was  to  say,  the  aid  of  a ma- 
jority of  the  house;  and  thus  whether  members 
were  to  be  admitted  or  not  was  made  dependent 
upon  that  circumstance.  He  considered  the  deci- 
sion of  this  house,  made  some  days  since,  as  being 
on  this  account  of  a very  doubtful  character,  to  say 
the  least;  nay,  he  could  not  consider  (he  dicision  in 
that  instance  as  confoimable  to  the  constitution  in 
its  terms  or  spirit,  inasmuch  as  that  decision  too 
went  upon  the  ground  that  a majority  must  invite 
the  members  in,  or  that  they  could  not  come  in, 
notwithstanding  they  had  the  regular  credentials. 

Now,  was  that  the  law  of  the  land?  If  there  were 
a choice  between  two  modes  of  putting  the  ques- 
tion, was  it  not  plainly  constitutional  to  give  to  it 
that  form  and  direction  which  should  yitld  to  the 
voice  of  a sovereign  state  the  greatest  power  which 
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should  belong  to  it,  at  least  until  hushed  by  a ma- 
jority ol  this  house?  Or,  should  they  (as  in  a for- 
mer instance)  regard  that  voice  as  nothing,  and 
determine  that  these  gentlemen  could  n»c  be  sworn 
until  a majority  declared  them  entitled  to  come  in? 

Now,  what  was  the  present  case?  Who  were 
called  to  decide  upon  it,  and  what  was  it  upon 
which  they  had  to  decide?  This  was  not  yet  the 
house  of  representatives  of  the  United  States — tie 
meant  in  its  perfect  and  organized  sense — and  for 
this  reason:  that  he  held  a house  in  all  stages  of  its 
existence  to  mean  a representa  ion  of  each  of  the 
states  of  the  union  in  the  proportion  given  to  them 
by  the  constitution,  or  by  the  laws  made  in  obedi- 
ence to  it.  And  the  very  first  requisition  of  the 
constitution  was,  that  in  every  stage  of  the  exist- 
ence of  the  house  every  state  should  be  represent- 
ed. The  same  clause  of  the  constitution,  which 
had  heretofore  been  read  in  part,  declared  that  what 
ever  might  be  done  in  relation  to  the  apportionment 
of  representation — as  to  the  number  required  to 

five  a vote — no  state  should  stand  unrepresented. 

f she  bad  not  enough  under  the  laws  to  entitle  her  to 
more,  she  should  still  at  all  times  have  one  represen- 
tative— thus  proving  that,  under  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States,  no  congress  was  perfectly  in  ex- 
istence for  the  purposes  tor  which  it  was  establish- 
ed, until  every  state  had  had  an  opportunity  of  be- 
ing represented.  Was  there  any  doubt  of  this?  Let 
us  look  further. 

The  latter  part  of  the  third  clause  of  the  second 
section  of  the  first  article  of  the  constitution  said: 
“The  number  of  representatives  shall  not  exceed 
one  lor  every  thirty  thousand,  but  each  state  stiail 
have  at  least  one  representative.” 

Yet  (Mr.  S.  continued)  she  was  to  have  one,  be- 
cause the  congress  of  the  United  States  was  to  con- 
sist of  a representation  from  every  state.  Now, 
wtiat  gentlemen  proposed  was,  to  constitute  the  con- 
gress of  the  United  States  without  a representation 
ftom  the  state  of  New  Jersey.  How?  By  the  re- 
presentatives of  the  other  states  voting  against  the 
admission  of  her  members;  and,  if  it  were  a tie, 
that  was  to  say,  if  there  was  not  a majority  in  favor 
of  admission,  then  a state  was  to  be  deprived  of 
that  representation  which  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States  distinctly  declared  that  she  should 
have.  How  was  it  that  the  states  of  the  union  were 
known  to  the  congress  of  the  United  States?  As 
organic  bodies,  as  sovereign  and  independent  states 
within  the  sphere  of  their  authority.  And  he  would 
say  further,  that,  under  the  constitution  ami  laws 
as  now  existing,  a state  was  not  otherwise  known 
to  the  congress  of  the  United  States  than  as  an  or- 
ganic body;  and  the  members  of  that  house  had  no 
right,  under  the  existing  laws,  and  in  the  present 
state  of  things,, to  look  upon  New  Jersey  or  any 
other  state  but  as  an  organic  body — an  independent 
and  sovereign  power,  coming  here  claiming  to  have 
a representation  and  to  participate  in  everything 
that  wa3  done  under  the  constitution.  Well.  Had 
New  Jersey  failed  to  do  her  duty  under  the  consti- 
tution? It  was  admitted  that  she  was  here  by  her 
representatives,  who  had  applied  from  the  beginning 
to  be  admitted  on  the  floor  in  order  to  participate 
the  proceedings.  She  had  up  to  this  time,  as  to 
five  of  her  representatives,  been  excluded.  And 
now  came  the  solemn  question:  When  the  r^pr^.. 

sentatives  whom  she  had  sent  here  came  forth 
and  claimed  to  be  sworn  in  order  (hat  New  Jersey 
might  be  represented  until,  by  the  usual  mode  of 
proceeding,  their  seals  should  be  vacated,  if  ever 
that  should  happen,  what  was  done?  They  were 
refused  admission.  Could  a congress  be  constitut- 
ed without  them,  thus  elected,  as  they  were?  Could 
the  house,  under  this  clause  of  the  constitution, 
proceed  to  act  without  them,  coming  here  as  they 
did  with  regular  credentials?  Could  the  house 
make  appointments?  Could  it  pass  law’s?  Where 
was  the  authority  for  this  in  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States?  We  should  see  presently.  He  was 
now  arguing  in  favor  of  that  form  of  putting  the 
question  which  was  in  accordance  with  the  spirit 
and  terms  of  the  constitution. 

Now,  he  understood  the  question  to  be  presented 
at  this  time  in  this  way:  these  gentlemen  had  exhi- 
bited their  commissions.  What  the  character  of 
these  commissions  was,  he  would  not  at  this 
time  state.  They  were,  however,  such  that  the 
speaker  of  the  house  had  said  that,  but  for  what  he 
had  known  to  have  taken  place  at  the  time  the 
house  was  in  an  unorganized  form,  he  should  with- 
out hesitation  have  sworn  the  gentlemen  who  held 
them.  He  (Mr.  S.)  took  it  lor  granted  that  the 
commissions  were  regular — such  as  gave  rise  to  no 
doubt  as  to  their  strict  formality.  No  such  ques- 
tion arose  on  them  as  had  arisen  in  the  case  of  Mr. 
Moore,  or  in  the  case  of  the  Mississippi  members. 
If  the  house  did  not  go  beyond  the  examination 
made  by  the  speaker  himself,  who  was  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  character  of  the  commissions,  as 


well  from  what  he  had  heard  as  from  what  he  had 
seen,  now  that  the  house  was  organized — if  the 
house  took  up  tlie  commissions  themselves,  he  ( Mr. 
S.)  repeated  t tie  inquiry  which  lie  had  made  on  a 
previous  occasion,  could  any  gentleman  point  out  in 
these  commissions  a single  particular  in  which  they 
were  not  in  precise  conformity  with  the  laws  of 
New  Jersey?  Could  the  house  have  more  perfect, 
more  conclusive  evidence  presented  by  New  Jersey, 
or  any  other  state,  than  was  presented  by  these 
gentlemen  to  show  that  t he  sovereign  authority  of 
New  Jersey  had  devolved  upon  them  tire  bearing 
here  of  commissions  to  show  that  they  were  the  re- 
presentatives of  that  state? 

But  he  would  examine  the  matter  a little  further, 
and  he  did  so  the  more  especially  because  of  the  fal- 
lacy which  he  thought  there  was  in  the  argument 
of  the  gentleman  from  S.  Carolina  (Mr.  Pickens) 
who  spoke  several  days  ago.  He  had  made  the 
ground- work  of  his  argument  that  they  were  a house 
of  representatives  before  they  were  sw  orn,  and,  upon 
this  argument,  rested  the  light  of  the  house  to  Jo — 
what?  Not  to  expel,  but  to  exclude.  So  that,  if  (lie 
argument  had  been  right,  the  conclusion  in  relation 
to  these  members  would  have  been,  and  ought  to 
have  been,  that  the  house  had  the  right  to  exclude 
them.  But  tlie  gentleman’s  argument  was,  that  (lie 
house  of  representatives  was  known  to  the  constitu- 
tion as  a house  before  it  was  organized,  and,  in  sup- 
port of  this,  the  gentleman  had  quoted  that  clause 
in  the  constitution  which  provided  that  the  meeting 
of  congress  should  be  on  a certain  day.  Tlie  con- 
stitution of  tlie  United  States  declared  that  the  con- 
gress should  be  composed  of  a senate  and  a house  of 
representatives.  And  lie  would  concede  to  the  ar- 
gument of  the  gentleman  from  Soulh  Caiolina.moi'e 
than  had  been  asked  for.  Under  the  constitution 
there  was  always  a congress  in  existence,  and  there 
was  always  a house  of  representatives.  There  was 
no  interregnum,  although  there  might  be,  by  the 
laws  of  particular  states,  a failure  on  the  part  of  those 
states  to  elect  members.  It  might  have  so  happen- 
ed that,  at  the  late  special  session,  some  states  might 
have  been  unrepresented  on  this  floor.  But  there 
was  always  a congress,  there  was  always  a house 
of  representatives,  and  he  agreed  with  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  that  a man  w as  a member 
of  tlie  house  before  congress  assembled,  and  before 
he  was  sworn.  But  then  let  the  gentleman  look  at 
the  effect  of  his  concession.  If  men  were  members 
of  congress  before  the  house  assembled,  liowr  did 

they  cease  to  be  so [Mr.  S’s  voice  was  here 

lost  1o  the  reporter.] 

[Mr.  Pickens  rose  to  explain.  They  were  a house 
of  representatives  competent  to  decide  the  prelimi- 
nary question  as  to  who  was  entitled  to  returns;  and 
they  must  be  so,  from  the  necessity  of  the  case.  He 
had  not  spoken  of  legislation.] 

Mr.  Sergeant.  Be  it  so.  He  would  come  to  that 
presently.  He  was  now  conceding  to  the  gentle- 
man— (and  he  had  listened  to  his  argument  with  at- 
tention, and  had  retained  it  on  his  memory,  so  far 
as  he  could,  because  he  thought  that  what  fell  from 
him  was  worthy  of  consideration,  and  might  make 
an  impression  on  this  house) — he  ( Mr.  S.)  was  now 
conceding  to  the  gentleman  more  than  his  argument 
embraced.  And  he  conceded  the  conclusion  to  be 
that  the  honorable  gentleman  was  a member  of  the 
house  of  representatives  before  he  came  here — that 
he  (Mr.  S.)  was  so — and  that  the  state  of  New  Jer 
sey  had  members  before  any  one  appeared  here  iri 
her  behalf. 

How,  then,  was  it  that  tlie  gentleman  became  a 
member  of  the  house  of  representatives?  Was  it  by 
the  act  of  this  house?  Was  ithy  being  sworn?  Was 
it  by  being  recognised  by  the  house?  No!  Tile 
president  might  call  an  extra  session  before  tlie  time 
fixed  by  the  constitution.  Who  came  here?  A 
member  of  congress?  No  one  else  approached.  But 
whom  did  the  president  invite?  Tlie  members  of 
the  house.  To  whom  was  the  proclamation  issued? 
To  the  members.  Who  have  the  franking  privilege? 
The  members.  Who  are  privileged  from  arresl? 
The  members  of  the  house  of  representatives.  The 
moment  they  left  their  homes  they  were  privileged 
from  arrest.  How?  As  members  of  congress,  and 
because  they  are  so.  Then  there  was  a house  of 
representatives  always  existing,  and  there  were  the 
members  of  congress  always  existing,  if  the  states 
chose  to  elect  them  so  as  to  leave  no  vacancy.  And 
now  the  question  rame,  whence  was  the  authority 
derived?  What  was  tlie  evidence  offered?  Here  was 
the  law  of  New  Jersey.  The  house  had  a rigtit  to 
judge  of  that  evidence;  and  if  it  found  that  evidence 
to  be  according  to  the  law  of  the  state,  what  more 
right  had  tlie  house  to  shut  tlie  door  upon  those  who 
possessed  it,  than  if  the  congress  of  the  United 
States  had  itself  made  the  law? 

Under  tile  constitution  of  the  United  States,  con- 
gress had  power  to  make  laws.  Let  him  suppose 
that  congress  in  the  plentitude  of  its  power,  had 


enacted  a law  in  the  very  terms  of  the  law  of  tlie 
state  of  New  Jersey,  and  had  determined  that  the 
governor  of  New  Jersey  should  determine  the  re- 
turns under  tlie  law,  and  that  the  commission  should 
be  given  by  tlie  governor.  It  might  seein  an  easy 
tiling  to  pass  by  tlie  rights  of  a state,  founded  upon 

her  own  law But  he  would  ask 

again,  if  this  principle  were  embraced  in  an  act  of 
congress  precisely  in  the  terms  in  which  it  was  con- 
tained in  the  law  of  New  Jersey,  was  there  a mem- 
ber who  would  deny  to  that  commission  its  full,  con- 
stitutional and  legal  efficacy? 

But  further,  it  had  been  said  that  the  member  was 
a member  before  lie  came — that  he  was  a member 
when  lie  came,  and  that  lie  was  a member  after  he 
was  sworn.  Mr.  S.  would  now  put  this  question, 
when  and  how  did  he  cease  to  be  a member  of  con- 
gress? (Mr.  S’s  voice  was  again  lost.)  How  then  was 
it.  He  would  tell  gentlemen.  By  the  necessity  of  tlie 
case,  they  were  bound  to  look  into  the  credentials, 
and  to  see  if  they  conformed  to  tlie  constitution  and 
laws  of  the  state.  What  was  it  that  the  house  had 
been  going  into?  Not  into  the  question  whether 
the  commissions  of  these  gentlemen  were  or  were 
not  conformable  to  law,  (lor  no  one  had  contro- 
verted that  point),  but  whether,  in  the  language  of 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  these  mem- 
bers bearing  a commission  were  entitled  to  that 
commission.  In  other  words,  ( his  house  was  to 
entertain  an  appeal  from  the  governor  and  council 
of  the  state  of  New  Jersey,  and  to  decide  that  they 
should  not  have  granted  a comuiission  to  these  gen- 
tlemen, but  that  they  should  have  granted  it  to 
some  one  else.  From  the  moment  that  the  house 
ol  representatives  existed — (and  under  the  consti- 
tution, it  always  existed) — from  the  moment  that, 
under  the  law  of  tlie  state,  any  gentleman  bad  cre- 
dentials to  prove,  according  to  these  laws,  that  he 
was  a member  of  the  house  of  representatives, 
there  was  then,-  among  them  all,  an  absolute  and 
unqualified  parity — a parity  so  universal,  that  no 
number  of  members  had  any  more  right  to  decide 
upon  the  paper  he  had  brought  than  he  had  to  de- 
cide upon  theirs.  And,  presently,  he  would  show 
that  this  was  unavoidable  under  the  constitution. 

Mr.  S.  here  supposed  a case,  (for  example),  in 
which  a member  had  been  arrested,  and  where  ap- 
plication had  been  made  to  the  court  for  a discharge 
on  the  ground  of  privilege.  Could  tlie  court  go 
into  the  inquiry  whether  the  individual  was  en- 
titled to  that  privilege?  or  whether,  by  virtue  of 
some  election,  another  person  was  not  entitled  to 
that  privilege?  Mr.  S.  believed  no  one  would  so 
contend.  If  the  court  would  not  entertain  the  in- 
quiry, what  was  the  result?  That  it  must  be  judi- 
cially decided  that  he  is  a member  of  congress,  and, 
as  such,  is  entitled  to  certain  privileges. 

The  answer  to  the  argument  of  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  was  this:  that  through  all  the 
stages  of  existence,  until  sworn  in  here,  they  are 
members;  and  that,  when  they  are  sworn  in  here, 
there  was  an  absolute  equality  among  the  members. 
Had  they  a right  to  make  laws?  No.  Had  they  a 
right  to  decide  upon  each  other’s  elections?  No. — 
Had  they  a right  to  act  judicially?  No.  But  they 
had  a right  to  claim  whatever  privileges  belonged  to 
their  membership  antecedent  to  that  period.  When 
they  came  together  here,  had  they  a right  to  make 
laws  before  they  were  sworn,  or  before  they  had 
elected  a speaker  and  were  organized?  No.  Had 
they  a right  to  act  judicially?  No.  They  could 
only  act  to  the  limited  extent  of  looking  inio  the 
credentials,  and  see  whether  these  entitled  them  to 
be  considered  as  members.  And  this  parity  was 
absolutely  universal  and  without  exception.  When 
they  came  here  together,  the  only  question  was 
whether  they  were  sent  here  by  tlie  sovereign  state 
— whether  they  actually  held  tlie  commission;  for 
if  the  house  went  beyond  that,  what  would  be  the 
consequence?  They  destroyed  the  balance  of  the 
constitution  by  excluding  those  who  had  an  equal 
right  with  themselves,  and  tlie  equality  of  right  was 
destroyed.  The  position  of  the  constiintion  was 
t his:  that  they  were  members  of  congress  for  certain 
purposes  before  they  came  here;  that  they  were 
members  of  congress  for  the  purpose  of  organizing 
when  they  came  here;  that  they  were  numbers  of 
congress  lor  tlie  purpose  of  legislating  and  exercis- 
ing judicial  functions  when  they  were  sworn;  and 
that  the  house  was  organized  when  they  had  got 
an  organic  portion  of  the  government  which,  by  its 
organization,  was  capable  of  communicating  with 
the  other  branches  of  the  government.  That  this 
was  the  construction  always  put  upon  the  constitu- 
tion was  apparent  from  every  source  of  authority 
that  could  be  referred  to,  and  apparent  even  from  the 
rules  of  the  liou.se  itself — those  rules  which,  as  every 
one  would  concede,  applied  to  and  were  made  by 

an  organized  house The  first 

committee  (so  laid  down  in  the  rules)  was  tlie 
1 committee  of  elections — a committee  appointed 
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after  the  organization  of  the  house.  What  were  its 
duties?  Mr.  S.  here  read  the  following  rule: 

“It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  committee  of  elections  to 
examine  and  report  upon  the  certificates  of  election,  or 
other  credentials,  of  the  members  returned  to  serve  in 
this  house;  and  to  take  into  their  consideration  all  such 
petitions  and  other  matters  touching  elections  and  re- 
turns as  shall  or  may  be  presented,  or  come  into  ques- 
tion, and  be  referred  to  them  by  the  house.’’ 

Now,  (Mr.  S.  continued),  if  any  other  inquiry 
could  be  gone  into  antecedent  to  the  organization  of 
the  house,  what  was  the  committee  of  elections  for? 
It  was  established  after  the  house  was  organized 
throughout,  and  the  house  was  then  competent  to 
act.  It  was  in  a condition  to  do  the  duty  which, 
under  the  constitution,  belonged  to  it.  It  was  not 
only  organized,  but  fully  organized,  because  every 
state  was  then  represented,  provided  she  had  taken 
due  means  to  hold  her  election  in  time  to  come 
here  properly  qualified.  But,  according  to  this 
new  rule — inconsistent,  as  it  was,  with  all  that  had 
been  heretofore  settled — inconsistent  with  usage, 
inconsistent  with  arguments  running  in  one  uninter- 
rupted spring,  without  break  or  pause,  upon  both 
sides  of  the  house — they  were  about  to  organize 
a house  without  the  representatives  of  a state;  and 
that  too,  when  she  had  her  representatives  here 
under  the  proper  commission.  The  house  elected 
a speaker,  elected  officers  of  the  house,  organized 
its  committee  of  elections;  and,  all  this  time  where 
was  New  Jersey,  one  of  the  original  states — a state 
which  was  a party  to  this  compact,  (the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States),  which  declared  that 
every  state  should  have  at  least  one  representative? 

. . . Where  was  she?  Shut  out — refused 

permission  to  come  in — denied  the  privilege  which 
she  had  contracted  for.  Where  was  she?  A suitor 
fora  maiority  of  the  house  to  declare  that  she  should 
be  admitted.  He  asked  the  gentlemen  seriously  to 
consider  whether  this  could  be  in  accordance  with 
the  spirit  of  a constitution — of  a compact  between 
free,  independent,  sovereign  states,  whose  first 
agreement  was,  that  all  should  be  represented,  and 
that  all  should  have  an  equal  right  to  be  represent- 
ed in  every  stage  of  existence  of  that  body.  Was 
that  a fulfilment  of  the  contract?  If  the  state  of 
New  Jersey  had  neglected  to  elect  representatives, 
she  would  have  no  cause  to  complain.  If  the  mem- 
bers whom  she  had  elected  had  not  appeared,  there 
would  have  been  no  cause  of  complaint.  But  if 
they  came  there,  and,  under  the  constitution, 
brought  regular  evidence  according  to  the  laws  of 
New  Jersey — which  laws  had  been  enforced  ever 
since  the  adoption  of  the  constitution— and  had  been 
acted  upon  through  her  whole  history— if,  every 
two  years,  the  very  same  credentials  which  these 
gentlemen  brought  had  been  sent  by  her  represen- 
tatives without  any  one  individual  being  able  to 
raise  a question  whether  those  credentials  were  in 
conformity  with  the  laws  of  New  J ersey,  made  un- 
der the  constitution — was  it  a fulfilment  of  the  con- 
tract to  keep  her  out  for  any  purpose  whatsoever? 
What  was  to  be  gained  by  it?  He  appealed  to  gen- 
tlemen seriously,  and  he  put  the  question  to  them, 
to  come  up  to  the  constitution.  He  would  show 
them  in  that  constitution  the  aim  and  object  for 
which  cougress  was  made,  and  then  he  would  ask 
them  to  tell  him  how  its  legitimate  purposes  were 
to  be  answered  by  excluding  those  who  came  here 
to  represent  the  state  of  New  Jersey. 

Mr.  S.  then  adverted  to  the  practice  of  the  British 
house  of  commons;  and  cited  the  celebrated  case  of 
Mr.  Fox  in  the  Westminster  election.  He  then 
proceeded  to  reply  to  the  sneers  which  had  been 
cast  upon  the  broad  seal  of  a sovereign  state,  and  in 
conclusion,  depicted,  the  evil  consequences  which 
must  inevitably  result  from  unauthorised  and  arbi- 
trary interferences  in  the  internal  affairs  of  the  states. 

[During  the  last  twenty  minutes,  the  voice  of 
Mr.  Sergeaid  was  not  audible  to  the  reporter  on  the 
right  of  the  chair,  for  ten  consecutive  words,  in  con- 
sequence of  Mr.  S.  speaking  almost  entirely  in  a 
contrary  direction.] 

Mr.  Dromgoole  rose  to  reply  to  Mr.  Sergeant. 
Mr.  D.  had  never,  he  said,  at  any  preliminary  stage 
of  the  proceedings,  said  a word  in  relation  to  the 
merits  of  this  controversy,  because  he  had  believed 
the  whole  discussion  to  be  premature,  and  because 
he  believed  that  it  would  have  no  effect  except  to 
prejudice  their  own  minds  and  the  minds  of  the 
public.  His  opinion  had  always  been  that  the 
subject  ought  to  undergo  a regular  examination  be- 
fore a committee,  and  that,  on  the  report  being 
made,  both  parties  should  be  admitted  to  come  here, 
and,  as  was  the  practice  in  the  British  house  of 
commons,  deliver  their  own  case  ore  tenus.  But 
gentlemen  wanted  the  house  to  jump  over  all  other 
questions,  and  to  decide  at  once  that  the  return 
Prom  the  Governor  of  New  Jersey  was  sufficient, 
and  was  perse  enough  to  constitute  membership. 
To-day  this  house  was  called  upon  to  decide  that 


those  who  had  the  commission  were  to  be  qualified, 
and  that,  at  this  stage,  it  could  not  be  controverted. 
All  the  difficulty  which  had  heretofore  been  raised, 
that  the  house  could  not  act  in  an  incipient  state, 
before  the  speaker  was  elected  and  the  oaths  had 
been  administered,  were  now  dissipated.  Gentle- 
men could  no  longer  avail  themselves  of  that.  The 
house  was  now  organized  by  the  election  of  speak- 
er; the  oaths  had  been  taken,  and  this  house  was 
now  so  constituted  that  the  most  fastidious  could 
no  longer  question  the  power  of  the  house  to  ex- 
amine into  this  question.  Convinced  as  he  was 
that  this  power  did  exist,  and  that  it  was  competent 
for  the  house  to  go  into  the  examination,  still  he 
thought  it  inexpedient  now  to  enter  into  a full  ar- 
gument. But  there  were  some  propositions  which 
the  distinguished  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
(Mr.  Sergeant)  had  advanced,  which,  to  his  (Mr. 
D’s)  mind,  were  so  abhorrent  to  the  spirit  of  the 
constitution,  and  so  opposed  by  precedent,  that  he 
felt  constrained  to  meet  them  at  the  threshold. 

He  would  not  go  into  the  full  merits  of  the  sub- 
ject. He  had  understood  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania to  say  that  the  house  could  only  look  to 
the  state  of  New  Jersey,  or  any  other  state,  as  an 
organic  body.  Mr.  D.  denied  this — he  denied  that 
that  was  in  accordance  with  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States;  and  he  would  call  the  notice  of  the 
gentleman  to  the  distinction  which  had  been  ob- 
served by  the  different  phraseology  used  in  the 
constitution  itself. 

But,  before  he  did  this,  he  would  premise  a few 
remarks  which  would  enable  the  members  to  dis- 
cuss the  matter  with  a little  more  precision.  They 
frequently  misunderstood  each  other  by  using  terms 
in  a different  sense.  You,  sir,  (addressing  the 
chair),  have  been  from  infancy  brought  up  in  the 
examination  of  the  great  doctrine  of  state  rights, 
and  the  great  questions  involved  in  the  powers  of 
the  state  and  federal  governments;  and  it  is  known 
to  you,  in  the  political  school  in  which  you  have 
been  educated,  that  the  term  state  is  used  in  three 
different  senses.  [Mr.  D.  here  alluded,  in  elucida- 
tion, to  the  report  made  by  Mr.  Masder  on  the  case 
of  the  resolution  of  John  Taylor.] 

The  state  sometimes  meant  the  territory;  some- 
times it  meant  the  action  of  the  known  machinery 
of  its  government;  and  sometimes  it  meant  the 
whole  people  themselves,  who  constituted  the  poli- 
tical community;  and  in  the  latter  sense,  and  in 
that  sense  alone,  as  sovereigns,  were  the  states 
members  of  the  federal  compact.  The  state  go- 
vernments were  not  parties  to  the  federal  compact. 
Gentlemen,  therefore,  must  not  tell  him  that  he 
violated  slate  rights,  because  he  looked  at  them  in 
the  highest  character  in  preference  to  the  mere  mo- 
tion of  the  machinery  of  state  government. 

With  these  distinctions,  he  would  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  gentleman  to  the  language  of  the  con- 
stitution in  relation  to  the  election  of  representa- 
tives and  the  appointment  of  senators.  The  con- 
stitution said: 

“The  house  of  representatives  shall  be  composed 
of  members  chosen  every  second  year  by  the  peo- 
ple.” 

Now,  how  was  the  senate  constituted? 

“The  senate  of  the  United  States  shall  be  com- 
posed of  two  senators  from  each  state,  chosen  by 
the  legislature  thereof.” 

And  here  (Mr.  D.  continued)  was  the  distinction, 
that  this  body  was  a popular  body  to  represent  the 
people,  keeping  still  in  view  the  line  of  demarka- 
tion  between  the  different  states.  They  were  sepa- 
rate states,  and  the  people  of  the  different  states 
were  separately  represented.  That  was  the  princi- 
ple of  our  government — its  popular  feature.  The 
senate  was  placed  strictly  upon  the  ground  of  inde- 
pendent communities.  He  saw  his  venerable  friend 
from  Virginia  (Mr.  Taliaferro)  smiling — in  appro- 
bation, Mr.  D.  hoped,  as  he  had  once  fully  concur- 
red in  these  views  of  state  rights. 

In  looking  then  into  the  returns  from  New  Jer- 
sey and  to  the  election,  even  if  the  house  went  be- 
hind the  great  seal  of  New  Jersey,  they  were 
neither  violating  the  constitution  nor  committing 
violence  on  the  rights  of  the  state.  On  the  contra- 
ry, they  who  contended  they  would  preserve  the 
rights  of  the  people  to  representation  as  given  to 
them  by  the  constitution,  were  carrying  into  effect 
the  provisions  of  the  constitution  as  agreed  upon  in 
the  federal  compact.  They  inquired  who  were 
sent  here  by  the  people  of  New  Jersey  to  represent 
them? 

But  he  w'ould  like  to  know  from  any  one  in  that 
house,  learned  or  unlearned,  if  indeed,  it  were  not 
rude  to  speak  of  any  man  there  as  unlearned — he 
would  like  to  know  from  anyone,  whether  belong-' 
ing  to  the  legal  profession  or  not,  where  he  found 
authority  for  restricting  the  house  to  the  ultimate 
returns  made  by  the  governor  of  New  Jersey  in 
obedience,  if  gentlemen  please,  to  the  laws  qf 


New  Jersey?  He  denied  its  existence  either  in 
written  laws  or  in  precedents;  on  the  contrary,  he 
would  undertake  to  show  directly  the  reverse.  He 
contended  that  the  word  return,  as  embraced  in  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States,  carried  with  it 
every  question  incident  to  a return,  and  that  the 
house  had  as  much  control  over  the  returns  of  Mill- 
ville and  South  Amboy,  as  over  the  ultimate  re- 
turns of  the  governor.  If  gentlemen  doubted  this, 
he  would  cite  authority. 

Mr.  D.  here  referred  to  the  case  of  Spalding  and 
Meade  as  being  precisely  in  point.  By  the  laws  of 
Georgia,  the  votes  were  required  to  be  returned  to 
the  executive  authorities  within  a limited  time. — 
They  were  not  returned  from  three  counties  within 
that"  time,  and  the  governor  of  Georgia  felt  con- 
strained, by  the  laws  of  that  state,  not  to  count 
them  The  commission,  therefore,  was  given  in 
that  case  to  Mr.  Meade.  Spalding  contested  the 
seat,  and  the  house  decided  that  they  were  not  re- 
stricted to  the  proclamation  or  commission  of  the 
governor — but  that  the  word  “returns”  embraced 
also  the  three  counties,  the  votes  of  which  had  been 
omitted  to  be  returned. 

Mr.  D.  proceeded  to  say  that  it  had  been  decided 
in  the  case  of  Spalding  and  Meade  that  the  word 
“return”  embraced  all  the  returns,  and  that  one  por- 
tion of  them  could  not  be  taken  without  the  re- 
mainder, as  evidence  of  the  election  of  a party  to 
whom  a certificate  was  to  be  given.  He  maintain- 
ed that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  governor  of  New  Jer- 
sey to  sum  up  all  the  returns,  and  his  commission 
was  to  be  given  in  conformity  with  that  fact.  And, 
if  he  did  not,  then  there  was  a discrepancy  which 
this  house  must  decide,  and  which  would  require  it 
to  go  back  to  the  primary  returns.  In  the  case  of 
Spalding  and  Meade,  it  had  also  been  decided  that 
the  votes  not  returned,  owing  to  an  act  of  God,  or 
any  other  cause,  or  through  the  negligence  of  the 
returning  officers,  were  still  to  be  counted.  It  was 
not  necessary  that  he  should  go  into  an  argument 
to  show  whether  the  governor  of  New  Jersey  acted 
properly  or  improperly,  for  he  should  feel  no  plea- 
sure in  doing  so.  He  would  take  it.for  granted  that 
governor  Pennington  would  not  count  the  votes 
from  Millville  and  South  Amboy.  But  was  this 
house  (he  asked)  to  be  precluded  from  counting 
them?  There  were  more  than  forty  cases  on  record, 
in  which  it  had  been  decided  that  votes  not  count- 
ed, in  consequence  of  neglect  or  otherwise,  should 
be  afterwards  counted.  He  contended,  therefore, 
that  this  house  was  not  violating  the  laws  of  New 
Jersey,  as  had  been  argued,  but  was  carrying  them 
into  effect.  It  was  perfectly  competent  for  this 
body  to  look  into  all  the  returns,  and  examine  and 
compare  them  together,  in  order  to  ascertain  whe- 
ther the  returns  of  the  governor  of  New  Jersey,  un- 
der the  broad  seal  of  that  state,  might  not  be  im- 
peached for  want  of  a compliance  with  the  law’s 
relating  to  elections.  Now,  if  the  commission 
issued  were  strictly  in  compliance  with  the  forms 
of  law,  yet  if  it  were  not  in  accordance  with 
the  fact  of  summing  up  all  the  votes,  then  it  was 
void — it  was  insufficient.  He  would  like  to  know 
where  gentlemen  found  their  law’  or  precedent  for 
this  doctrine — that  tile  commission  of  the  governor 
of  New  Jersey  was  conclusive  on  the  house.  He 
thought  that  he  had  shown  it  was  not.  It  had  bpen 
decided,  in  the  case  of  Spalding  and  Meade,  that 
the  return  was  only  prima  facie  evidence  of  elec- 
tion, not  of  a right  to  a seat.  The  right  of  a man 
to  sit  in  this  house  arose  from  the  fact  of  his  having 
been  elected  and  qualified  to  take  a seat. 

Mr.  D.  next  proceeded  to  examine  the  position 
assumed  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr. 
Sergeant),  that  the  five  members  elect  from  New 
Jersey  had  been  members  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives for  a long  time  past.  He  (Mr.  D.) 
wholly  denied  the  soundness  of  the  argument,  and 
the  assertion  that  if  any  one  of  those  gentlemen 
claiming  the  right  of  a seat  in  this  body  had  been 
arrested  on  his  w’ay  from  New  Jersey  to  this  city, 
and  taken  before  a bench  of  judges,  he  W’ould  in- 
stantly have  been  discharged  on  the  ground  that  he 
was  a member  of  congress,  and  therefore  free  from 
arrest.  He  contended  that  the  gentleman  could  not 
quote  (he  decision  of  the  judiciary,  according  to  the 
strict  rules  of'  evidence,  as  the  judicial  decision  of 
this  house.  It  was  no  decision  of  actual  member- 
ship. 

Mr.  D.  went  on  to  argue  and  -cite  precedents  in 
support  of  his  reasoning,  that  a member  elect  was 
not  a member  in  fact  of  the  house  of  representatives 
until  he  was  admitted  to  sit  (here.  The  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  had  spoken  of  a commission  as 
embodying  the  state  of  New  Jersey.  Now,  he 
(Mr.  D.)  had  already  shown  that  w’e  were  not  to 
take  the  embodied  representation  of  the  state  itself, 
but  the  embodied  people  of  the  state, 

The  gentleman  seemed  to  think  that  an  individu- 
al claiming  to  be  a member  must  take  his  seat  here 
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before  the  house  could  decide  upon  his  right  to  do 
so.  He  (Mr.  D.)  maintained  that  the  gentleman 
was  in  error,  and  that  where  the  right  to  a seat  was 
questioned,  that  right  must  be  decided  before  he 
was  qualified.  His  qualifications  must  be  examined 
and  passed  upon  before  he  could  take  his  seat.  Mr. 
D.  then  cited  the  cases  of  Benjamin  Edwards  and 
John  Richards  in  support  of  his  argument.  In  the 
latter  case,  he  observed,  there  was  a failure  on  the 
part  of  the  returning  officer  to  return  all  the  votes; 
aim  me  governor,  IlOt  klfOa''ntr  how  the  votes  would 
affect  the  election,  did  not  undertake  to  decide  who 
was  entitled  to  a certificate.  Now,  supposing  go- 
vernor Pennington  had  taken  the  same  course,  what 
difficulty  and  time  might  have  been  saved.  The 
refusal  of  the  governor  to  have  given  a certificate 
would  not  have  at  all  affected  the  right  of  the  claim- 
ants to  seats  here.  The  book  of  Contested  Elec- 
tions was  full  of  such  cases  as  he  had  cited.  He 
then  read  Mr.  Madison’s  opinion  with  regard  to 
prima  facie  evidence,  and  added  that  he  would  not 
undertake  to  define  what  was  meant  by  prima  facie 
evidence.  He  was  not  so  recently  from  his  law 
books  as  many  other  gentlemen  present;  but  he  was 
most  grossly  deceived  if  it  was  not — first  blush  evi- 
dence— evidence  of  a clear  and  palpable  character. 
His  opinion  was,  that  the  house  ought  to  have  this 
contested  election  properly  examined  lor  the  pur- 
pose of  ascertaining  whether  there  was  sufficient 
evidence  to  set  aside  the  prima  facie  returns  fur- 
nished. He  was  free  to  admit  that,  in  the  absence 
of  other  testimony,  prima  facie  testimony  became 
conclusive.  It  could  not  be  said  that  prima  facie 
evidence  was  conclusive  when  there  was  other  evi- 
dence to  impeach  it.  What  he  wanted  was  that  a 
fair  opportunity  might  be  given  to  argue  that  ques- 
tion. This  was  the  first  time  he  had  ever  heard  it 
questioned  that  a certificate  to  a fact  was  not  evi 
dence.  He  desired  to  have  this  contested  election 
case  presented  to  the  house  in  a regular  and  tangi- 
ble form,  and  to  let  both  parties  be  fairly  and  im- 
partially heard.  Believing  that  this  was  the  true 
course,  he  could  not  vote  for  the  proposition  of  his 
colleague,  (Mr.  T Vise).  He  did  not  desire  to  pre- 

judge the  case,  and  therefore  he  wished  it  to  be 
calmly  and  deliberately  examined  and  decided.  He 
hoped  it  would  be  the  pleasure  of  the  house  to  hear 
both  sides,  and  then  fairly  and  impartially  determine 
between  them. 

He  next  referred  to  the  case  of  Moore  and 
Letcher,  and  said  that  the  decision  of  the  house,  that 
neither  of  the  parties  should  take  a seat  until  the 
house  decided  who  w'as  entitled  to  it,  was  correct 
and  proper.  He  alluded  to  what  he  understood  to 
be  the  practice  in  the  senate  of  the  United  States 
with  regard  to  its  members.  When  a question  was 
there  raised,  although  a senator’s  credentials  might 
be  in  due  form,  the  course  adopted  was  to  refer 
them  to  a committee,  and  let  it  report  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  D.  proceeded  to  cite  the  case  of  John  Lang- 
don,  which  occurred  in  1825,  in  order  to  show  that 
where  the  question  was  raised  before  his  qualifica- 
tion, the  house  went  into  an  examination  of  his 
claim,  and  decided  the  right  of  membership.  After 
citing  one  or  two  other  cases  of  a like  character,  he 
went  on  to  say  that,  if  this  doctrine,  for  which  some 
gentlemen  contended,  were  to  prevail,  that  a certifi- 
cate, being  in  the  form  prescribed  by  law,  no  matter 
how  obtained,  was  to  give  a conclusive  right  to  take 
a se\t  here,  then  would  a vital  stab  be  inflicted  on 
the  character  and  purity  of  a democratic  and  repre- 
sentative government.  He  concluded  by  reiterating 
his  hope  that  the  house  would  let  the  claims  of  both 
parties  be  examined  and  decided  upon  fairly  and 
impartially. 

Mr.  Chapman  rose  and  asked  if  it  would  be  in 
order  to  move  a reconsideration  of  the  vote  by  which 
the  resolution  for  the  adoption  of  the  rules  of  order 
was  laid  on  the  table  this  morning. 

The  speaker  stated  that  the  motion  would  not  be 
in  order  at  that  time. 

Mr.  Rhett  asked  whether  the  chair  considered  it- 
self bound  by  the  several  parliamentary  principles 
which  should  govern  a deliberative  body. 

The  speaker  said  it  was  the  impression  of  the 
chair  that  the  house  was  bound  by  parliamentary 
principle. 

Mr.  Rhett  said  it  was  laid  down  m Jefferson’s 
manual  that,  where  a proposition  was  settled,  it 
could  not  be  again  brought  before  the  house;  and 
the  question  would  have  to  come  up,  whether  the 
house  had  decided  whether  the  New  Jersey  gentle- 
men could  take  their  seats.  He  maintained  that 
the  house,  when  they  made  the  decision  they  had 
aiready  given,  wa3  then  as  much  a house  as  it  was 
now,  not  only  according  to  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States,  but  also  the  parliamentary  practice 
of  England.  He  contended  that  it  was  not  impor- 
tant, though  it  might  be  necessary,  to  have  a speak- 
er in  the  chair,  in  order  to  give  validity  and  sanction 


to  the  acts  of  the  house,  and  he  cited  the  British 
parliament  as  his  authority.  He  argued  that  the 
house  had  a right  to  proceed  in  any  state  of  its  or- 
ganization to  qualify  its  members.  The  house  had 
determined  on  the  elections,  returns  and  qualifications 
of  its  members.  Did  not  the  house  reject  the  ap- 
plication made  by  the  members  from  New’  Jersey? 
Certainly  they  did.  He  considered  the  question 
settled  as  regarded  the  New  Jersey  members. 

He  thought,  however,  that  the  house  had  done 
wrong  in  not,  at  first,  allowing  the  contested  elec- 
tion to  be  referred  to  a committee.  He  was  of  opi- 
nion that  enough  had  been  said  on  the  subject,  and 
that  the  house  should  forthwith  proceed  to  the  de- 
spatch of  the  business  of  the  country.  The  people 
were  looking  anxiously  for  the  president’s  message, 
and  were  desirous  that  congress  should  act  imme- 
diately on  the  important  subjects  before  it. 

After  a few  remarks  from  Mr.  Briggs,  Mr.  Rhett, 
and  Mr.  Dromgoole , (which  will  be  given  heteaf- 
ter), 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barnard,  the  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  Dec.  18.  After  some  time  expended 
in  discussing  whether  Mr.  Cave  Johnson  Should 
have  leave  to  introduce  a resolution,  proposing  to 
apprize  the  senate  that  the  house  was  organized  Sec. 
which  was  objected  to,  on  the  ground  that  the  house 
was  not  yet  organized,  the  floor  was  assigned  to  Mr. 
Bernard,  who  in  a speech  of  two  hours  insisted  upon 
the  constitutional  obligation  of  the  house  to  permit 
the  New  Jersey  members  to  be  sworn,  and  in  reply 
to  the  argument  made  the  day  before  by  Mr.  Drom- 
goole and  Mr.  Rhett.  He  was  followed  by — 

Mr.  Rayner,  of  North  Carolina,  on  the  same 
side. 

Mr.  Vanderpoel,  after  a few  observations  on  delay 
moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Charles  Shepard  appealed  to  Mr.  Vanderpoel 
to  withdraw  the  motion. 

Two  questions  of  order  here  arose:  the  first  of 
which  involved  no  essential  point,  and  fell  through, 
after  a briefconversation  sustained  by  Messrs.  Wise, 
Vanderpoel  and  W.  C.  Johnson. 

After  which,  Mr.  Vanderpoel  insisting  on  his 
motion,  and  a question  arising  whether  it  was  a 
debateable  motion,  and  debate  arising  on  that  ques- 
tion of  order — 

Mr.  Wise  inquired  of  the  speaker  what  would  be 
the  effect  of  a decision  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the 
table. 

The  speaker  stated  that,  inasmuch  as  the  resolu- 
tion contained  a negative  proposition,  he  should  re- 
gard a decision  to  lay  it  upon  the  table  as  a de- 
cision affirming  the  reverse  of  that  proposition,  and 
as  intending  that  the  members  claiming  seats  from 
New  Jersey  should  be  sworn. 

Whereupon,  after  some  further  explanations,  Mr. 
Vandorpoel,  with  this  explanation  of  the  speaker’s 
view  of  the  subject,  withdrew  his  motion  to  lay  Mr. 
Hise’s  resolution  upon  the  table, 

Mr.  Shepard,  of  North  Carolina,  addressed  the 
house  at  considerable  length  in  explanation  and 
vindication  of  the  course  he  had  pursued  in  refer- 
ence to  the  members  elect  from  the  state  of  New 
Jersey. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Mr.  Thomp- 
son, of  South  Carolina,  and  Mr.  Shepard,  of  North 
Carolina. 

Mr.  Turney  then  moved  that  the  credentials,  pa- 
pers, and  everything  relating  to  the  contested  elec- 
tion of  New  Jersey,  be  referred  to  a committee  of 
elections. 

Mr.  Stanley,  amidst  much  confusion  and  noise, 
was  understood  to  raise  a question  of  order  as  to 
the  motion  which  had  been  made,  whether  it  could 
be  entertained  when  no  such  committee  was  in  ex- 
istence to  which  it  was  proposed  to  refer  the  pa- 
pers, See. 

Pending  which  question  of  order,  the  house  ad- 
journed. 

Thursday,  Dec.  19.  Mr.  Win . C.  Johnson  sug- 

fested  a point  of  order,  as  to  the  admissibility  of 
lr.  Wise’s  resolution,  and  considerable  debate  en- 
sued whether  to  allow  him  to  proceed,  [out  of  or- 
der] in  stating  his  objection.  Finally  he  with- 
drew the  proposition,  intimating  that  when  occa- 
sion admitted  he  should  renew  it. 

Mr.  Wise.  I believe,  now,  that  at  last,  on  my 
own  proposition,  I am  entitled  to  the  floor.  The 
great  contest  in  which  we  have  so  long  been  en- 
gaged is  now  at  length  ended. 

Mr,  Beatty.  I rise  foorder — [A  laugh] — and  I re- 
fer the  chair  to  the  81st  rule  of  order. 

Mr.  Wise.  I require  that  the  gentleman’s  point  of 
order  shall  be  reduced  to  writing,  and  that  he  shall 
write  it  himself  [Much  meriment.] 

Mr.  Beatty.  That  I shall  do.  He  then  copied  and 
sent  to  the  chair  the  31st  rule  of  order,  in  the  words 
following, 

“No  member  shall  speak  more  than  twice  to  the 
same  question,  without  leave  of  the  house,  nor  more 


than  once  until  every  member  choosing  to  speak 
shall  have  spoken.” 

Mr.  Wise.  I deny  that  I have  spoken  twice,  or 
once,  or  at  all,  on  this  quustion. 

Mr.  Beatty.  I appeal  to  the  house  whether  the 
gentleman  has  not  spoken  more  than  twenty  times. 
I will  leave  it  to  the  decision  of  the-house  whether 
lie  has  not,  since  the  very  commencement  of  this 
session  of  congress  occupied  more  than  half  of  the 
time.  [Laughter.] 

The  chair.  The  chair  would  remind  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  that  no  rules  of  order  have 
yet  been  adopted  by  this  house. 

Mr.  Wise.  I see  the  gentleman  has  got  the  bene- 
fit of  clergy,  so  he  will  not  be  hung  for  making  his 
point  of  order.  [Laughter.]  Mr.  W.  then  proceed- 
ed to  address  the  house,  in  an  argumentative  speech, 
directed  chiefly  in  reply  to  Mr.  Rhett,  which  he 
did  not  conclude  until  past  3 o’clock,  and  of  which 
a report  will  be  given  as  soon  as  it  can  be  pre- 
pared. 

Mr.  Wise  concluded  his  speech,  according  to  a 
pledge  he  had  heretofore  given,  by  moving  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  elections,  when 
appointed,  inquire  and  report  to  this  house  who  are  the 
members  elected  from  the  state  of  New  Jersey  in  ad- 
dition to  J.  F.  Randolph,  whose  seat  is  not  disputed; 
and  until  the  committee  shall  report  as  herein  requir- 
ed— 

Resolved  further.  That  neither  of  the  other  claimants 
to  seats  in  this  house  from  New  Jersey  shall  be  qua- 
lified or  take  seats  as  members  from  the  state  of  New 
Jersey. 

The  resolution  having  been  read — 

Mr.  Wise  said  he  felt  also  bound,  by  his  pledge, 
to  move  the  previous  question  on  this  proposition. 

Mr-  W.  C.  Johnson  here  raised  the  point  oforder, 
w'hich  he  reduced  to  writing  as  follows: 

“A  motion  to  take  the  previous  question  is  not 
in  order  until  rules  for  the  government  of  the  house 
are  adopted,  nor  while  there  are  members  of  con- 
gress who  desire  to  be  sworn  in.” 

In  support  of  this  proposition,  Mr.  Johnson  called 
for  the  reading  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  con- 
gress of  1789,  and  of  the  3d  clause  of  the  5th  arti- 
cle of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States. 

[They  were  read  accordingly.] 

Mr.  Johnson  was  proceeding  to  make  some  re- 
marks in  support  of  the  ground  he  had  taken; 
when  he  was  called  to  order  of  debating  the  ques- 
tion. 

The  speaker  decided,  however,  that  Mr.  Johnson 
had  a right  to  speak  upon  the  question,  in  explana- 
tion of  his  view  of  the  question  of  order,  confining 
himself  to  that  question. 

Mr.  Johnson  thereupon  proceeded  to  express  his 
views  on  both  branches  of  the  question  of  order  he 
had  raised — the  one  a question  of  practice,  the  other 
a question  of  constitution  and  law. 

[In  doing  this,  Mr.  J.  was  interrupted  by  some 
calls  to  order,  upon  which  he  remarked  that  he 
should  speak  on  until  the  chair  restrained  him;  and 
if  gentlemen,  in  thus  interrupting  him,  were  de- 
sirous of  inviting  a rough  and  tumble  discussion  of 
this  question,  he  pleged  himself  that  he  would  take 
a hand  in  it.] 

After  proceeding  a short  time — 

The  speaker  arrested  Mr.  Johnson,  and  decided 
upon  the  question  of  order  concerning  the  previous 
question,  that  the  motion  for  it  must  be  entertained. 

From  the  decision  of  the  speaker  on  this  ques- 
tion, Mr.  Johnson  appealed.  After  some  further 
observations  from  Mr.  Johnson,  and  considerable 
confusion,  making  it  difficult  to  hear  what  was 
said,  or  who  said  it,  Mr.  Johnson  withdrew  his  ap- 
peal. 

On  the  question  being  raised  whether  the  motion 
for  the  previous  question  was  debateable,  the  speaker 
decided  that  it  was  debateable,  but  not  so  as  to 
touch,  however,  the  merits  of  the  main  question. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  then  moved  that  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland  be  allowed  to  proceed  to 
debate  the  question;  which,  after  some  observations 
by  Mr.  Briggs  and  Mr.  Thomas,  w'as  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Johnson  resumed  his  remarks,  enforcing  the 
obligation  upon  the  chair  and  the  house  to  swear 
in  the  members  not  yet  sworn  before  proceeding 
to  transact  any  other  business  whatever.  Mr.  J. 
concluded  his  remarks  about  half  past  4 o’clock, 
when  there  was  a loud  and  mingled  demand  for  the 
question  and  for  adjournment;  but 

Mr.  J.  Q.  Jjdams  rose  and  expressed  his  inten- 
tion to  submit  a few  remarks  to  the  house  on  the 
important  subject  before  it,  which  he  was  now 
ready  to  proceed  with;  but,  as  there  appeared  a 
wish  on  the  part  of  a large  number  of  members 
to  adjourn,  he  would  not  insist  on  proceeding  this 
evening,  and  would  himself  move  an  adjournment; 
which  motion  prevailed  by  yeas  and  nays,  117  to 
107;  and,  a little  after  sunset,  the  house  adjourned. 
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Alabama.  The  legislature  of  Alabama  met  on  the 
2d  instant,  John  D.  Phelan  was  chosen  speaker  of  the 
house  of  representatives,  and  Wm.  Garrett  principal 
clerk.  In  the  senate  Green  P.  Rice  was  chosen  presi- 
dent, without  opposition,  and  P.  Hill,  secretary.  Both 
the  speaker  of  the  house  and  president  of  the  senate 
were  chosen  unanimously.  On  the  first  day  of  the 
session,  measures  were  introduced  in  the  house,  look- 
ing to  the  relief  of  the  city  of  Mobile,  which  has  been 
so  calamitously  visited  the  past  season. 

Army  and  Navy  Chronicle.  It  is  pleasant  to  see  this 
valuable  publication  so  generally  commended.  We 
should  think  it  almost  indispensable  to  gentlemen'  in 
the  service.  To  its  pages  the  public  journals  are  in- 
debted for  most  of  the  official  announcements  ot  the  de- 
partments, to  which  it  is  devoted.  We  acknowledge 
our  obligations  to  it. 

Army.  The  New  Orleans  Bee  announces  the  death 
of  col.  Wm.  Foster,  lieut.  col.  of  the  4th  regiment  of 
U.  S.  infantry.  He  died  at  Baton  Rouge,  La.  on  the. 
26th  ult.  of  fever  contracted  while  on  a visit  to  New 
Orleans. 

British  woollens.  The  New  York  Express  of  Tues- 
day says — 

Within  the  last  three  weeks  over  a million  and  a 
half  of  woollen  goods  have  been  reshipped  back  to 
England.  These  shipments  have  been  made  for  two 
reasons.  First,  they  would  not  pay  a profit,  and 
next,  the  parties  were  fearful  that  the  collector  would 
seize  them,  as  he  has  seized  a large  portion  of  woollens 
that  have  been  before  imported.  The  difference  to  the 
revenue  will  be  very  great. 

Bulwer’s  last.  A new  play  entitled  “The  Sea  Cap- 
lain’’  is  just  published. 

Canada.  The  Quebec  official  Gazette  advertises  for 
sale,  by  order  of  the  government,  the  lands  of  nineteen 
individuals,  who  have  been  convicted  of  treason,  and 
some  of  them  executed.  Among  these  individuals  we 
perceive  the  names  of  Andre  Papineau,  Joseph  N. 
Cardinal  and  Joseph  and  Louis  Dumouchelle.  The 
lands  are  sold  as  forfeit. 

Died — Recently,  at  the  Dauphin  county  poor  house, 
Frank,  formerly  a slave  of  Mr.  John  Harris,  founder 
of  Harrisburg.  He  was  born  about  the  year  1745, 
where  Harrisburg  now  stands,  and  consequently  was 
nearly,  if  not  more  than  ninety  years  of  age.  He  was 
manumitted  by  the  late  Mr.  Adam  Orth,  of  Lebanon 
(then  Dauphin)  county.  Frank  was  unquestionably  (he 
oldest  inhabitant  of  this  county — well  remembered 
when  the  Indian  smoked  his  pipe,  and  when  the  torets 
covered  what  is  now  Harrisburg  and  its  smiling  vicini- 
ty. He  used  to  say  he  had  “turned  many  a furrow 
between  the  canal  and  the  bridge  across  the  river.” — 
He  possessed  in  an  eminent  degree  the  virtues  and  vice? 
of  his  race — being  a hard  worker,  a hard  drinker,  a 
lounger,  and  exhibiting  an  uncontrollable  temper. 

Frank  used  to  assert  that  he  had  often  played  and 
wrestled  with  Logan,  the  Mingo  chief,  (hen  a young 
man,  now  so  celebrated  by  the  speech  he  is  said  to  have 
delivered,  contained  in  “Jefferson’s  Notes.”  Whether 
Logan  ever  resided  on  the  banks  of  the  Susquehanna, 
we  have  no  means  of  ascertaining,  but  Frank,  when 
the  matter  was  explained  to  him,  insisted  that  he  had, 
and  that  he  left  it  before  the  expedition  of  the  “Paxton 
boys”  to  Lancaster.  If  so  he  must  have  pitched  his 
wigwam  on  the  waters  of  the  Great  Kanawha,  about 
17b0 — 14  years  before  he  made  the  speech  alluded 
to — making  Logan’s  age  at  that  time  about  29  years, 
which  agrees  with  the  tradition  upon  the  subject.  Frank 
used  also  to  detail  the  accompanying  of  his  master  and 
family  to  Paxton  church,  he  and  another  servant 
armed,  as  well  as  Mr.  Harris — of  the  arms  scattered 
about  the  curch.  presenting  a lively  picture  of  the  half 
religious,  half  military  appearance  of  our  hardy  fore- 
fathers. The  clergyman  was  colonel  of  the  Paxton  dis- 
trict militia.  [ Harrisburg  Reporter. 

Doctor  Peck,  of  Washington,  Ky.  died  in  a fit  of 
mental  excitement  during  the  great  race  over  the  Oak- 
land course  at  Louisville,  between  Wagner  and  Grey 
Eagle.  It  is  said  that  he  had  $10,000  bet  upon  the  race. 

[Phila.  Gazelle. 

Duel.  The  Charleston  Courier  learns  from  a gentle- 
man that  a duel  was  fought  near  Tallahassee,  on  Thurs- 
day evening,  the  12th  instant,  between  gen.  L.  Read, 
and  col.  Augustus  Alston,  in  which  col.  A.  was  killed. 
The  weapons  were  rifles — distance  20  paces.  Col. 
Alston  was  shot  through  the  heart  at  the  first  fire. 

The  difficulty  which  occasioned  this  fatal  aflair,  ori- 
ginated during  a political  contest,  and  has  been  the 
cause  of  much  excitement  for  several  weeks  past. 

Exchange  in  New  York  19th  December,  on  Philadel- 
phia 92  1-2  a 93;  on  Mobile  6 1-2  a 7. 

Emigration.  It  is  stated  in  the  Peoria  Register,  that 

2,000  Russian  families,  flying  from  religious  persecu- 
tion at  home,  are  about  setding  in  the  territory  of 
Wisconsin. 

Flour.  About  55,000  barrels  reached  N.  York  from 
Albany  this  week,  probably  the  last  that  will  pass  this 
season  through  the  canal.  Prices  declined— good 
western  sold  at  $5  12  1-2. 

The  Detroit  Advertiser  of  the  3d  inst.  says:  “Flour 
is  becoming  a drug  in  market.  It  is  almost  impossible 
to  dispose  of  it  at  any  price.  Several  loads  were  of- 
fered to-day  at  $3  75  per  barrel  and  we  have  heard  of 
40  barrels  being  sold  at  $3  for  specie! 


The  Zanesville  Republican  states  that  wheat  was 
selling  at  Massillon,  Ohio,  last  week,  at  forty-four 
cents  per  bushel,  on  three  months’  credit. 

The  Russian  minister  has  published  an  ukase  allow- 
ing the  free  importation  of  wheat  flour  and  biscuit 
made  of  it  for  seven  years,  and  offering  a premium  on 
these  exports  of  30  silver  copecs  for  a barrel  of  be- 
tween five  and  six  puds  (200  to  240  lbs.)  for  the  first 
four  years;  20  for  the  fifth  year,  15  for  the  sixth,  and  10 
for  the  seventh  year  from  the  date  of  the  ukase. 

[ Philadelphia  North  Amer. 

Florida.  The  St.  Augustine  Herald  of  the  5th  inst. 
says — 

Col.  Harney,  left  us  this  morning  in  the  Win.  Gaston 
for  Havana  via  Key  West.  The  state  of  his  health  ren- 
ders a voyage  to  Cuba  necessary.  The  army  loses  for 
a season,  and  we  trust  a short  one,  the  services  of  a most 
efficient  and  energetic  officer. 

Bt.  maj.  Ashby,  with  about  100  dragoons  is  busily 
engaged  in  scouring  the  country  south  of  this. 

Capts.  B.  Beall  and  Howe  arrivedin  town  this  morn- 
ing with  100  dragoons  on  foot.  They  have  been  scour- 
ing the  swamps  between  this  and  Picolata.  No  “signs” 
were  discovered. 

Iowa.  Upon  the  question  of  the  admission  of  Iowa 
into  the  union,  the  territorial  legislature  have  passed,  by 
a vote  of  21  to  4,  a resolution,  that  it  is  inexpedient  at  the 
present  time  to  take  any  preparatory  steps  towards  that 
end. 

Matamoras.  At  the  last  dates  from  Matamoras,  re- 
ceived at  New  Orleans,  the  federal  army  of  1,200  to 
1,500  men  was  encamped  within  nine  miles  of  that 
city. 

Maryland — Appointmnls  by  the  governor.  John  Wil- 
mot,  esq.  chief  justice  of  the  orphans’  court  of  Anne 
Arundel  county,  vice  Robert  Welch  of  Ben.  esq.  re- 
signed. 

J.  W.  Anderson,  esq.  register  of  wills  for  Mont- 
gomery county — vice  Solomon  Holland,  deceased. 

The  mackerel  fishery.  Halifax,  Nov.  27th.  The 
mackerel  fishery  this  fall  has,  we  are  happy  to  learn, 
been  unusually  good,  particularly  along  the  western 
coast — prompt  sales  and  high  prices  have  also  encou- 
raged the  fishermen.  At  present  mackerel  are  selling 
here  $8  3-4  per  barrel;  about  2,000  barrels,  we  under- 
stand have  been  sent  to  this  market  from  Margaret’s 
bay  alone. — this  is  indeed  drawing  wealth  from  the 
ocean.  Our  agriculturists  have  also  been  successful 
this  year — a good  harvest  has  rewarded  their  industry, 
and  they  have  no  difficulty,  in  making  satisfactory 
sales  of  all  their  spare  produce/  [Royal  Gazette. 

Naval.  The  United  States  ship  Ohio  wa=,  on  the 
4th  of  November,  at  9 A.  M.  standing  in  for  Gibraltar; 
the  ship’s  company  being  reported  in  excellent  health. 
Com.  Hull  commander  of  the  Mediterranean  squadron, 
our  readers  may  remember,  is  on  board  of  this  vessel. 

[Nat.  Int. 

New  York  fire.  The  Courier,  of  Monday  makes  the 
following  estimate  of  the  losses  incurred  by  the  fire  in 
that  city  on  Saturday  night,  and  thinks  that  it  is  likely 
to  be  exceeded  by  the  reality: 

W.  B.  Bend, 

in  England 
L.  & V.  Kirby 
Patton  & Stewart 
Dawson,  Vanpelt,  & Co. 

Bradly,  Brooks,  & Co. 

Others,  at  least 


$250,000,  insured,  $50,000 

25,000  ) 

100,000  > All  insured. 

25.000  ) 

10.000  ins’d  at  Hartford. 

90.000  insured. 


$500,000 

The  greater  part  of  this  amount  is  insured  in  the  va- 
rious offices  in  the  city  of  New  York  and  the  foreign 
insurance  agencies  established  there. 

Philadelphia.  The  Philadelphia  United  States  Ga- 
zette states  that  there  are  six  ships  now  loading  at  that 
citv  with  quercitron  bark,  flour  and  /heat,  for  Liver- 
pool, besides  several  others  for  foreign  ports.  There 
are  also  many  vessels  discharging  which  have  arrived 
from  Europe,  the  West  Indies  and  coastwise  ports, 
giving  to  the  wharves  a busy  and  animated  appearance. 

Pork.  The  Cincinnati  Gazette  of  the  13th  instant 
states  that  the  market  for  hogs  has  opened  to  some  ex- 
tent in  that  city.  For  the  preceding  three  days  they 
had  sold  freely  at  $3  50,  and  some  a shade  higher.  A 
contract  had  been  made  for  1,000  hogs  to  average  190 
lbs.  at  $4,  to  be  delivered  between  25th  December  and 
5di  January.  The  Gazette  expresses  its  opinion  that 
the  ruling  rates  will  be  from  $3  50  to  ®4,  and  thinks 
these  prices  such  as  should  be  quite  satisfactory  to  farm- 
ers. 

Pumpkin.  We  have  seen  a pumpkin  raised  in  a 
garden  in  Elizabethtown,  which  weighed  when  taken 
From  the  vine  187  1-2  lbs.  and  measured  7 feet  in  cir- 
cumference. There  were  also  raised  in  the  same  patch, 
six  other  pumpkins,  the  average  weight  of  all  of  which 
exceeded  105  lbs.  A gentleman  who  attended  the  re- 
cent lair  in  New  York,  says  that  the  largest  pumpkin 
there  exhibited,  was  not  larger  than  the  2d  of  the  above 
pumpkins.  In  weight  they  are  as  follows:  No.  1,  187  1-2 
lbs.  2,  122 lbs.  3,  119  lbs.  4,  86  lbs.  5,  75  lbs.  (3,  68  lbs. 
7,  62  lbs.  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut  must  yield 
the  palm  to  New  Jersey  after  all.  [IV.  Jersey  Jour. 

Seizure.  We  understand  that  the  schooner  Ann,  ly- 
ing at  Jackson’s  wharf,  was  seized  last  week,  on  a 
charge  of  being  fitted  out  with  an  intention  of  being 
used  fo  the  slave  trade.  The  question  will  be  tried 


before  the  district  court,  on  Monday  next,  or  some  time 
during  the  following  week.  [Balt.  Sun. 

Stocks.  In  New  York  18th  December,  U.  S.  bank 
shares  77  a 78.  Delaware  and  Hudson  67.  Kentucky 
bank  55  to  60. 

Sub7treasury  bill.  Mr.  Wright  gave  notice  in  the 
U.  S.  senate,  on  the  17th  inst.  that  he  will  soon  bring 
forward  a bill  more  effectually  to  secure  the  public 
money  in  the  hands  of  officers  and  agents  of  the  go- 
vernment, and  to  punish  public  defaulters. 

Schuylkill  bank.  The  Philadelnhia  Times  states  that 
H.  J.  LeVis,  iaie  casiner  of  the  Bchuylkill  bank,  has 
“absquatulated.”  He  took  passage  in  the  Liverpool, 
which  sailed  from  New  York  on  Sunday  last  under  an 
assumed  name. 

Shipwreck.  A correspondent  of  the  Detroit  Daily 
Advertiser  gives  the  following  melancholy  account  of  a 
shipwreck  upon  one  of  the  northern  lakes: 

Grandville,  Dec.  3, 1839. 

Dear  sir:  The  brig  Neptune  went  ashore  near  point 
Soible  on  Monday  of  last  week,  and  nineteen  of  the 
twenty  souls  on  board  were  either  drowned  or  frozen 
to  death.  The  captain,  the  only  survivor  got  as  far  as 
Muskego  on  Thursday. 

Steam  ships  and  'liners.’’  Our  steam  ships  are  mak- 
ing a small  fortune  in  letter  postage  alone,  from  $2,000 
to  $3,000  each  way  over.  This  will  hurry  on  Mr.  Cu- 
nard  in  establishing  his  line  for  the  British  government, 
from  Liverpool  to  Halifax  and  Boston.  Meanwhile 
the  enterprising  Scotch  merchants  at  Glasgow,  have 
it  in  serious  contemplation  to  build  one  or  more  enor- 
mous steainpacket  ships  of  iron,  to  go  16  miles  an 
hour,  and  carry  off  all  the  emigrating  population.  So 
between  one  and  the  other,  our  “old  liners,’’  so  beauti- 
ful in  model  and  accommodation,  must  succumb  to  the 
devastating,  uprooting  march  of  science,  and  be  content 
to  become  the  speediest  carriers  for  cotton,  &.c.  reserving 
always  some  beautiful  state  rooms  for  such  as  love  the 
sea,  and  the  ship  bearing  down  under  a press  of  can- 
vass and  cracking  breeze — for  such  as  are  content  to 
be  out  a few  days  longer  on  the  wide  waste  of  waters — 
for  the  sake  of  those  inestimable  luxuries,  a sweet,  quiet 
cabin,  and  exemption  from  coal  dust,  and  the  din  of 
pondorous  machinery  and  over  populated  cabins  and 
saloons,  however  gorgeously  decorated.  The  man  of 
business,  however,  must  sacrifice  to  the  steam  god 
before  all  other.  [N.  Y.  Star.  M 

Virginia.  The  legislature  have  taken  a recess  until 
the  3d  of  January. 

The  refusal  of  governor  Seward,  of  N.  York,  to  re- 
turn certain  fugitives  claimed  by  the  governor  of  Vir- 
ginia, has  been  made  the  subject  of  debate  in  the 
house  of  delegates.  One  of  the  members,  Mr.  Bayly, 
on  moving  that  the  whole  matter  be  referred  to  a select 
committee,  said  that  he  considered  the  question  one  of 
great  and  absorbing  interest,  in  which  every  portion  of 
the  commonwealth  was  deeply  involved.  It  was  due 
to  the  welfare  of  the  people  that  speedy  and  decisive 
action  should  be  taken  by  the  legislature.  The  con- 
duct of  the  governor  of  the  great  state  of  New  York, 
dictated,  as  it  appeared  to  be,  by  a desire  to  conciliate 
the  abolitionists,  was  one  of  the  worst  and  most  alarm- 
ing signs  of  the  times,  and  should  awaken  the  people 
of  the  south  to  the  dangers  which  threatened  them. 
Another  speaker,  Mr.  McRae,  expressed  his  entire 
concurrence  in  the  sentiments  expressed.  His  consti- 
tuents were  especially  interested  in  the  matter,  and  a 
meeting  of  them,  during  the  past  summer,  had  request- 
ed him  to  bring  it  to  the  notice  of  the  house.  He 
hoped  there  would  be  prompt  and  decisive  action,  at 
the  same  time  the  utmost  calmness  and  deliberation. 
After  some  further  discussion,  Mr.  Gregory  suggested 
that  the  subject  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the 
whole,  and  made  a motion  to  that  effect.  He  believed 
the  governor  of  New  York  was  wrong;  but  it  comport- 
ed with  the  dignity  of  the  commonwealth  to  take  no 
step  upon  so  important  a subject  without  the  greatest 
deliberation.  This  motion  was  lost,  and  that  of  Mr. 
Bayly  prevailed. 

Norfolk  election.  A contested  eleetion  for  a member 
of  the  house  of  delegates  from  this  borough,  was  sent 
back  to  the  people.  The  sitting  member  was  an  ad- 
ministration man.  We  have  the  returns  of  the  voting 
on  the  18th,  as  follows — Joseph  T.  Allyn,  (administra- 
tion), 259;  \V.  E.  Cunningham,  (whig),  252.  The  polls 
were  to  continue  open  next  day. 

The  hill  for  the  relief  of  the  Virginia  banks,  which 
has  passed  both  branches  of  the  legislature  of  that 
state,  contains  a clause  requiring  the  banks  to  pay  to 

fiersons  applying  for  the  purpeses  of  change,  ten  _dol- 
ars  in  specie.  They  are  also  required  to  pay  the  inte- 
rest of  the  state  in  specie. 

T.  W.  Gilmer,  the  present  speaker  of  the  house  of 
delegates  of  Virginia,  will  not  be  a candidate  for  re- 
election  to  the  house. 

Wild  child.  It  is  stated  in  the  Michigan  city  (Ind.) 
Gazette  of  the  4th  instant,  as  a current  and  generally 
believed  report,  that  a wild  child  or  lad,  is  now  running 
at  large  among  the  sand  hills  round  and  in  the  vicinity 
of  Fish  Lake.  It  is  reported  to  be  about  four  feet  high, 
and  covered  with  alight  coat  of  chesnut  colored  hair. 
It  runs  with  great  velocity  and  when  pursued,  as  has 
often  been  the  case,  it  sets  up  the  most  frightful  and 
hideous  ) ells,  and  seems  to  make  efforts  at  speaking. 
It  has  been  seen  during  the  snmmer  months  running 
along  the  lake  shore,  apparently  in  search  of  fish  and 
frogs,  and  appears  to  be  very  fond  of  the  water;  for  it 
will  plunge  into  Fish  Lake  and  swim  with  great  velo- 
city, all  the  timq  whining  most  piteously. 
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^^Remittances  by.  mail.  “A  postmaster  may  en 
close  money  in  a letter  to  the  publisher  of  a newspaper, 
to  pay  the  subscription  of  a third  person,  and  frank  the 
letter,  if  written  by  himself.” — Amos  Kendall. 

Some  of  our  subscribers  may  not  be  aware  that  they 
may  save  the  postage  on  subscription  money,  by  re- 
questing the  postmaster  where  they  reside  to  frank  their 
letters  containing  such  money,  he  being  able  to  satisfy 
himself  before  a letter  is  sealed,  that  it  contains  nothing 
but  what  refers  to  the  subscription.  [Am.  Farmer. 


FOREIGN  AFFAIRS. 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  packet  ship  South  America  arrived  at  New 
York,  brings  Liverpool  dates  to  the  22d  and  London 
to  the  21st  November,  six  days  later  than  our  pre- 
vious accounts.  No  material  incident  appears  to 
have  occurred.  The  money  market  seems  some- 
what easier — English  stocks  have  improved.  Fo- 
reign exchange  flat.  Hamburg  13  9}  a 13  10;  cotton 
maintains  its  price  better  than  was  expected.  Am- 
sterdam 12  3 1-2  12  3£;  Paris  25  62  1-2.  The  in- 
feriority ofthe  wheat  crop  is  a prominent  item  in  the 
papers  from  the  different  markets  of  the  kingdom. 

Queen  Victoria  it  is  admitted  is  to  be  married  in 
May,  to  her  cousin  prince  Albert,  second  son  of  the 
prince  of  Saxe  Coburg. 

The  duke  of  Wellington  had  been  ill,  and  very 
general  alarm  was  expressed  on  the  occasion. 

There  are  some  indications  that  although  the 
government  has  refused  to  indemnify  the  owners 
of  the  opium  destroyed  by  the  Chinese  government, 
the)"  intend  to  adopt  hostile  measures  towards  that 
country.  These  however,  are  not  of  a character 
so  decided  as  to  justify  any  positive  conclusions. 
The  British  army  having  completely  triumphed  in 
Cabool,  is  returning  to  its  former  quarters,  leaving 
however  a sufficient  force  in  the  conquered  country 
to  support  the  policy  of  the  government. 

Money  market.  London,  Nov.  18/A.  The  quar- 
terly averages  of  the  weekly  liabilities  and  assets  of 
the  Bank  of  England,  published  in  last  night’s  Ga- 
zette, compared  with  the  October  returns,  show  an 
increase  in  the  stock  of  bullion  of  £40,000.  The 
securities  have  diminished  £ 1,066,000,  and  the  de- 
posites  £602,000,  while  the  circulation  is  also 
£377,000  less.  The  “rest”  is  also  decreased 
by  £67,000,  having  sunk  from  £3,118,000  to 
£3,051,000.  Tiiis  result  will  produce  considera- 
ble disappointment,  as  the  public  were  prepared  to 
find  that  the  present  returns  would  exhibit  a favor- 
able change  in  the  resources  of  the  establishment, 
and  that  the  influx  of  the  precious  metals  in  particu- 
lar to  their  coffers,  would  have  been  considerable. 

When  the  manner,  however,  in  which  these  re- 
turns are  made  up  is  considered,  it  will  appear,  that 
thuugh  the  average  stock  of  bullion  is  only  £40,000 
greater  than  in  the  October  account,  yet  the  actual 
quantity  in  hand  must  be  much  greater,  because 
the  drain  continued  in  September  and  October,  and 
it  is  but  very  lately  that  specie  began  to  flow  back 
to  the  bank  in  any  considerable  quantity.  Indeed 
the  large  arrival  of  the  $2,500,000  by  the  Imogene 
frigate  is  not  taken  into  account;  and  it  is  general- 
ly understood  that  the  actual  stock  of  bullion  now 
held  by  the  Bank  of  England  is  about  £3,200,000. 
Still,  although  money  is  called  a little  easier,  we 
see  no  symptoms  on  the  part  of  the  bank  directors 
to  relieve  the  market  by  adopting  a more  liberal 
course  of  action;  and  although  there  is  every  dispo- 
sition in  other  quarters  so  to  do,  the  conduct  of  the 
Bank  of  England  deters  them. 

Vol.  VJI.— Sig.  18. 


The  country  banks  cannot  prudently  extend  their 
transactions  while  the  Bank  of  England  continues 
to  contract  the  circulation,  and  the  consequences  of 
this  restrictive  policy  are  now  severely  experienc- 
ed in  the  manufacturing  districts;  for  although  the 
prices  of  raw  cotton  seem  still  to  keep  up;  those  of 
manufactured  goods  have  fallen  very  much  of  late, 
as  the  holders  have  been  obliged  to  realise  at  any 
price,  in  consequences  of  the  want  of  the  usual  as- 
sistance from  the  banks;  and  we  hear  that  some  fo- 
reign merchants  in  consequence  are  beginning  to 
appear  as  buyers.  This  is,  in  one  respect,  afavor- 
able  feature,  as  it  promises  that  things  have  come 
down  to  such  a level  as  will  induce  the  foreign  mer- 
chants to  send  their  orders;  but  it  will  be  attended, 
in  the  first  place,  with  serious  lo9S  to  the  present 
holders  of  goods.  The  bad  state  of  money  matters 
in  America,  and  the  unsatisfactory  accounts  from 
China, seem  to  have  produced  some  influence  on  the 
English  funds  to-day, although  there  was  little  done, 
but  the  prices  are  rather  worse  than  yesterday. 

Cotton  market.  The  correspondent  of  the  Jour- 
nal of  Commerce  writes  on  the  22d  November. 

Referring  to  our  circular  per  Liverpool  steamer 
under  date  of  lbth  instant,  we  have  to  advise  that 
the  transactions  in  our  cotton  market  have  since 
continued  rather  extensive,  particularly  on  that  day 
and  Monday  the  18th  inst.  up  to  which  time  prices 
had  further  advanced  about  1 -4d . per  lb.  In  the 
last  two  days,  however,  the  demand  has  been  less 
active  and  the  market  not  so  firm,  and  most  of  the 
business  yesterday  was  at  a decline  of  l-8d.  per  lb. 
from  the  extreme  rates  of  the  18th  and  19th  inst. 

There  has  been  more  business  doing  at  Manches- 
ter, owing  perhaps  to  more  favorable  accounts  from 
Bombay  and  Calcutta  for  goods  and  yarn,  which 
probably  has  encouraged  the  consumers  to  buy  more 
freely,  and  the  check  of  the  last  two  days  is  attri- 
buted in  some  measure  to  the  accounts  by  the  New 
York  packet  of  the  1st  instant,  giving  rather  in- 
creased estimates  of  the  extent  ofthe  corning  crop, 
though  they  are  full  as  strong  as  before  with  respect 
to  the  supplies  being  retarded  to  an  important  ex- 
tent, which  consideration  had  doubtless  great  weight 
in  influencing  the  late  speculations.  The  business 
for  five  days  ended  last  evening,  is  estimated  at  about 

26.000  bales,  of  which  about  7.500  have  been  taken 
on  speculation,  h air  qualities  may  be  quoted  7 x-4 
a 7 l-2d.  per  lb. 

Flour.  The  same  letter  says:  “The  duty  on 

wheat  has  to-day  advanced  to  20s.  8d.  per  quarter, 
and  on  flour  to  12s.  5d.  per  bbl.  Yesterday  about 

3.000  bbls.  western  canal  flour  sold  at  29s.  per  bbl. 
in  bond.  The  quotation  for  free  flour  is  39  a 41s. 
dull.  No  change  of  interest  in  other  articles  since 
the  steamer  sailed.” 

London,  Nov.  20.  We  have  little  change  to  no- 
tice in  markets  since  our  last  advices  of  15th  inst. 
The  transactions  in  almost  every  description  of 
produce  continue  limited,  as  buyers  only  take  suffi- 
cient for  immediate  wants,  and  prices,  with  few  ex- 
ceptions, are  barely  supported. 

The  demand  for  flour  is  limited,  western  canal 
brings  34s.  to  35s.  in  bond,  and  about  35s.  per  bbl. 
free. 

Slocks — New  York  state  stock,  5 per  cent.  1845 
to  1860,  80;  Ohio  state  stock,  6 per  cent.  1850  to 
1860,  84  1-2;  Pennsylvania  state  stock,  5 per  cent. 
1854  to  1865,75;  United  State  bank  shares  £16;  do. 
bonds,  6 per  cent.  1841  to  1S42,  93.  No  improve- 
ment on  American  stock. 

American  slate  slocks.  The  interest  exciled  by 
American  affairs  continues  unabated,  and  the  most 
contradictory  opinions  are  entertained  as  lo  the  re- 
sult of  their  present  embarrassments,  some  parties 
maintaining  that  the  great  mass  of  those  American 
securities  which  were  sold  in  the  English  market 
are  nothing  but  mere  rubbish,  whilst  others,  with 
equal  pertinacity,  contend  that  the  foreign  creditors 
are  perfectly  safe.  Upon  the  whole,  opinions  un- 
favorable to  America  are  most  prevalent. 

We  shall  not  enter  upon  any  detail  of  the  reasons 
which  influence  the  one  party  or  tlae  other  bscause 
they  have  been  totally  exhausted  in  the  public  prints. 
The  following  opinion  was  communicated  Dy  the 
celebrated  Daniel  Webster,  on  the  16th  October 
last,  to  Messrs.  Baring,  Brothers  &c  Co.  in  answer  to 
inquiries  from  that  firm  as  to  the  constitutional  le- 
gality of  the  American  state  loans,  and  the  power 
and  liability  of  the  various  states  to  redeem  them. 
We  subjoin  the  correspondence.  I 


London,  Oct.  12, 1839. 

Sir:  Some  public  prints  in  this  country  having 
questioned  the  constitutional  right  of  the  individual 
states  of  which  the  North  American  union  is  com- 
posed to  contract  loans,  we  are  happy  to  be  able  to 
avail  ourselves  of  your  visit  to  this  country  to  refer 
the  point  (on  which  we  never  entertained  a doubt) 
to  you,  and  to  ask  your  legal  opinion  on  the  subject 
— an  opinion  which,  we  need  hardly  add,  will  be 
conclusive  with  ourselves,  and  most  important  for 
all  who  are  interested  in  state  securities. 

We  beg,  therefore,  that  you  will  favor  us  with 
your  written  answer,  at  your  earliest  convenience, 
to  the  following  inquiry": 

“Has  the  legislature  of  one  of  the  American 
stales  legal  and  constitutional  power  to  contract 
loans  at  home  and  abroad?”  We  have  the  honor  to 
be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  obedent  servants, 
BARING,  BROTHERS  &.  CO. 

The  hon.  Daniel  Webster,  §c. 

‘'London,  Oct.  16. 
“Messrs.  Baring,  Brothers  ty  Co. 

“Gentlemen:  I have  received  your  letter,  and 
lose  no  time  in  giving  you  my  opinion  on  the  ques- 
tion which  you  have  submitted  for  my  considera- 
tion. The  assertions  and  suggestions  to  which  you 
refer,  as  having  appeared  in  some  of  the  public 
prints,  had  not  escaped  my  notice. 

“Your  first  inquiry  is,  ‘whether  the  legislature  of 
one  of  the  states  has  legal  and  constitutional  power 
to  contract  loans  at  home  and  abroad?’ 

“To  this  1 answer,  that  the  legislature  of  a state 
has  such  power;  and  how  any  doubt  could  have 
arisen  on  this  point  it  is  difficult  for  me  to  conceive. 
Every  state  is  an  independent,  sovereign,  political 
community,  except  in  so  far  as  certain  powers, 
which  it  might  otherwise  have  exercised,  have  been 
conferred  on  a general  government,  established  un- 
der a written  constitution,  and  exerting  its  authority 
over  the  people  of  all  the  states.  This  general  go- 
vernment is  a limited  government.  Its  powers  are 
specific  and  enumerated.  All  powers  not  conferred 
upon  it  still  remain  with  the  states  and  with  the 
people.  The  state  legislatures,  on  the  other  hand, 
possess  all  usual  and  ordinary  powers  of  govern- 
ment, subject  t6  any  limitations  which  may  be  im- 
[mjsciI  Oy  Uieir  own  constitutions,  and,  with  the  ex- 
ception, as  I have  said,  of  the  operation,  on  those 
powers  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States. 
The  powers  conferred  on  the  general  government 
cannot  of  course  be  exercised  by  any  individual 
state;  nor  can  any  state  pass  any  law  which  i3  pro- 
hibited by  the  constitution  ofthe  United  States. 

“Thus  no  state  can  by  itself  make  war,  or  con- 
clude peace,  nor  enter  into  alliances  of  treaties  with 
foreign  nations.  In  these,  and  in  other  important 
particulars,  the  powers  which  would  have  otherwise 
belonged  to  the  state  can  now  be  exercised  only  by 
the  general  government,  or  government  of  the  U. 
States.  Nor  can  a state  pass  a law  which  is  prohi- 
bited by  its  own  constitution.  But  there  is  no  pro- 
vision in  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  nor, 
so  far  as  I know  or  have  understood,  in  any  state 
constitution,  prohibiting  the  legislature  of  a state 
from  contracting  debts,  or  making  loans,  either  at 
home  or  abroad.  Every  state  has  the  power  of 
levying  and  collecting  taxes,  direct  and  indirect,  of 
all  kinds,  except  that  no  state  can  impose  duties  on 
goods  and  merchandise  imported,  that  power  be- 
longing exclusively  to  congress  by  the  constitution. 
That  power  of  taxation  is  exercised  by  every  state, 
habitually  and  constantly,  according  to  its  own  dis- 
cretion, and  the  exigencies  of  its  government. 

“This  is  the  genet  al  theory  of  that  mixed  system 
of  government  which  prevails  in  America.  And  as 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States  contains  no 
prohibition  or  restraint  on  state  legislatures  in  re- 
gard to  making  loans,  and  as  no  state  constitution, 
so  far  as  known  lo  tne,  contains  any  such  prohibi- 
tion, it  is  clear  that  in  this  respect,  those  legisla- 
tures are  left  in  the  full  possessioti  of  this  power,  as 
an  ordinary  and  usual  power  of  government. 

“I  have  seen  a suggestion,  that  state  loans  must 
be  regarded  as  unconstitutional  and  illegal,  inas- 
much as  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  has 
declared  that  no  state  shall  emit  bills  of  credit.  It 
is  certain  that  the  constitution  of  the  United  States 
does  contain  this  salutary  prohibition,  but  what  is  a 
bill  of  credit?  It  has  no  resemblance  whatever  to  a 
bond,  or  other  security  given  for  the  payment  of 
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money  borrowed.  The  term  ‘bill  of  credit’  is 
familiar  in  our  political  history,  and  its  meaning 
well  ascertained  and  settled,  not  only  by  that  histo- 
ry, but  by  judiciqj  interpretations  and  decisions  from 
the  highest  sources. 

“For  the  purpose  of  this  opinion,  it  may  be  suffi- 
cient to  say,  that  bills  of  credit,  the  subject  ot  the 
prohibition  in  the  constitution  of  the  United  States, 
were  essentially  paper  money.  They'  were  paper 
issues,  intended  for  circulation,  and  for  receipt  into 
the  treasury  as  cash,  and  were  sometimes  made  a 
tender  in  payment  for  debts.  To  put  an  end  at 
once,  and  forerer,  to  evils  of  this  sort,  and  to  dan- 
gers from  this  source,  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States  has  declared,  that  ‘no  state  shall  emit  bills  of 
credit,  nor  make  any  thing  but  gold  and  silver  a 
tender  in  payment-of  debts,  nor  pass  any  law  which 
shall  impair  the  obligation  of  contracts.’  All  this, 
however,  proves,  not  that  slates  cannot  contract 
debts,  but  that,  when  contracted,  they  must  pay 
them  in  coin,  according  to  their  stipulation.  The 
several  states  possess  the  power  of  barrowing  mo- 
ney for  their  own  internal  occasions  of  expenditure, 
as  fully  as  congress  possesses  the  power  to  borrow 
in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of 
raising  armis,  equipping  navies,  or  performing  any 
other  of  its  constitutional  duties.  1 1 may  be  added, 
that  congress  itself  fully  recognizes  this  power  in  the 
stales,  as  it  has  authorised  the  investment  of  large 
funds  which  it  held  in  trust  for  very  important  pur- 
poses in  certificates  of  state  stocks. 

“The  security  for  state  loans  is  the  plighted  faith 
of  the  state,  as  a political  community.  It  rests  on 
the  same  basis  as  other  contracts  with  established 
governments — the  same  basis  for  example,  as  loans 
made  in  the  United  States  under  the  authority  of 
congress;  that  is  to  say,  the  good  faith  of  the  go- 
vernment making  the  loan,  and  its  ability  to  fulfil 
its  engagements,  the  state  loans,  it  is  known,  have 
been  contracted  principally  for  the  purpose  of  mak- 
ing rail  roads  and  canals:  and  in  some  cases,  al- 
though I know  not  how  generally,  the  income  or 
revenue  expected  to  be  derived  from  these  works 
is  directly  and  specifically  pledged  for  the  payment 
of  the  interest  and  the  redemption  of  the  debt,  in 
addition  to  the  obligation  of  public  faith.  In  seve- 
ral states  other  branches  of  revenue  have  been  spe- 
cifically pledged,  and  in  others  very  valuable  tracts 
of  land.  It  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  general  re- 
sult of  these  works  of  internal  improvement  has 
been,  arid  will  be,  to  enhance  the  wealth  and  abili- 
ty of  the  states. 

“It  has  been  said  that  the  states  cannot  be  sued 
on  these  bonds.  But  neither  could  the  U.  States 
be  sued,  nor,  as  I suppose,  the  crown  of  England, 
in  a like  case.  Nor  would  the  power  of  suing,  pro- 
bably, give  the  creditor  any  substantial  additional 
security.  The  solemn  obligation  of  a government, 
arising  on  its  own  acknowledged  bond,  would  not 
be  enhanced  by  a judgment  rendered  on  such  bond. 
If  it  either  could  not,  or  would  not,  make  provision 
for  paying  the  bond,  it  is  not  probable  that  it  could 
or  would  make  provision  for  satisfying  the  judgment* 

“The  states  cannot  rid  themselves  of  their  obliga- 
tions otherwise  than  by  the  honest  payment  of  the 
debt.  They  can  pass  no  law  impairing  the  obliga- 
tion of  their  own  contracts — they  can  make  nothing 
a tender  in  discharge  of  such  contracts  but  gold  and 
silver.  They  possess  all  adequate  power  of  provid- 
ing for  the  case,  by  taxes  and  internal  means  of  re- 
venue. They  cannot  get  round  theirduty  nor  evade 
its  force.  Any  failure  to  fulfil  its  undertakings 
would  be  an  open  violation  of  public  faith,  to  be 
followed  by  the  penalty  of  dishonor  and  disgrace — 
a penalty,  it  may  be  presumed,  which,  no  state  of 
the  American  union  would  be  likely  to  incur. 

“1  hope  I may  be  justified  by  existing  circum- 
stances to  close  this  letter  with  the  expression  of  an 
opinion  of  a more  general  nature.  It  is,  that  I be- 
lieve the  citizens  of  the  U.  Stales,  like  all  honest 
men,  regard  debts,  whether  public  or  private,  and 
whether  existing  at  home  nr  abroad,  to  be  of  moral 
as  well  as  legal  obligation;  and  I trust  I may  ap- 
peal to  their  history,  from  the  moment  when  those 
states  took  their  rank  among  the  nations  of  the 
earth  to  the  present  time,  for  proof  that  this  belief 
is  well  founded,  and  if  it  were  possible  that  any  of 
the  states  should  at  any  time  so  entirely  lose  her 
self  respect  and  forget  her  duty  as  to  violate  the 
faith  solemnly  pledged  for  her  pecuniary  engage- 
ments, I believe  there  is  no  country  upon  earth — 
not  even  that  of  the  injured  creditors — in  which 
such  a proceeding  would  meet  with  less  counte- 
nance or  indulgence  than  it  would  receive  from  the 
great  mass  of  the  American  people. 

“I  have  the  honor  to  be,  gentlemen,  yourobedient 
servant,  DANIEL  WEBSTER.” 

London,  Nov.  21.  We  regret  to  learn  that  three 
commercial  failures  have  taken  place  to  day;  one 
of  the  parties  are  connected  with  Lloyd’s,  as  brok- 
ers, and  one  in  the  East  India  trade. 


There  has  been  more  disposition  manifested  on 
the  part  of  the  public  to-day  to  make  investments 
in  the  British  securities*  particularly  the  heavier 
annuities,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  discredit 
which  has  fallen  on  the  United  States  securities, 
and  the  difficulty  of  realizing  them  in  this  market, 
will  tend  to  turn  the  tide  of  spare  or  unemployed 
British  capital  towards  British  securities,  which, 
under  any  national  calamity  have  never,  as  were, 
been  annihilated  by  a refusal  to  pay  the  dividends. 
This  cannot  be  wondered  at  when  we  consider  that 
the  American  paper  debt  cannot  be  much  less  than 
$140,000,000. 

Duke  of  Wellington.  At  the  Dover  banquet  the 
service  . at  the  duke’s  table  was  of  the  most  mag- 
nificent description,  the  knives  having  handles  of 
gold.  This  service  was  the  same  which  was  used 
at  the  civic  banquet,  when  her  present  majesty 
honored  the  city  of  London  with  a visit.  The  ta- 
bles for  the  company  were  laid  out  in  a very  taste- 
ful manner,  and  the  following  is  the  bill  of  fare: — - 
26  tables,  25  each;  26  ditto,  23  each;  1 ditto,  124 
each.  Duke’s  table  172—29  quarters  of  lamb,  56 
dishes  roast  veal,  58  ditto  boiled  beef,  23  ditto  roast 
ditto,  120  couple  chickens,  40  turkey  poults,  28 
hams,  56  tongues,  120  pigeon  pies,  240  venison 
ditto,  180  fruit  ditto,  160  custard  puddings,  200 
lobsters,  200  salads,  cucumbers,  pickles,  &c. — 
Dessert,  etc.  [ Kentish  Observer. 

FRANCE. 

Nothing  more  important  than  their  uneasiness  at 
the  condition  of  their  trade  with  this  country. 

Paris,  November  16. 

The  newspapers  say,  that  the  suspended  pay- 
ments of  the  banks  of  America  have  as  yet  pro- 
duced little  sensation  in  Paris,  Lyons,  Bordeaux  or 
Havre.  As  respects  Lyons  and  Bordeaux  at  least 
this  assertion  is  incorrect.  Very  great,  and  it  would 
seem  very  well  grounded,  alarm  exists.  The  late 
publication  by  government  respecting  the  export 
trade  of  France  shows  that  fully  one-sixth  of  her 
exports  go  to  the  United  States.  We  must  not  be 
told,  therefore,  that  the  failure  of  such  customers 
had  caused  no  sensation  among  those  with  whom 
they  dealt.  I can  assure  you  that  a diminution  of 
these  orders  is  not  the  only  unpleasant  result  anti- 
cipated from  the  late  lamentable  occurrences  in  the 
United  States. 

Tf,  however,  it  has  failed  to  alarm  the  French,  it 
has  carried  dismay  home  to  every  citizen  of  the 
United  States  now  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  all 
of  whom  are  naturally  most  anxious  to  know  how 
far  their  means  of  existence  may  have  been  com- 
promised by  the  suspension  of  payments  by  the 
American  banks. 

The  effects  of  the  late  events  in  the  United 

Statoc  are  beginning  to  become  more  manifeot  in 

France.  The  Journal  des  Debats  publishes  on  this 
subject  the  following  extract  of  a letter,  dated 

Lyons,  November  14. 

“Business,  after  having  been  very  active  during 
some  days,  has  suddenly  stopped.  The  news 
brought  from  the  United  States  by  the  Liverpool 
steamer  has  occasioned  that  suspension  iu  the  silk 
transactions.”  ' 

The  French  navy.  The  French  chambers  have 
voted  £20,000,000  sterling,  to  augment  the  marine 
and  erect  fortresses  on  all  the  sea- beards  of  France. 

Banking  in  France.  A writer  in  the  Boston 
Daily  Advertiser,  who  speaks  as  one  having  au- 
thority, says: 

InErance  till  within  three  or  four  years  there 
were  but  few  banks,  and  the  whole  or  nearly  the 
whole  of  the  paper  issues  were  furnished  by  the 
Bank  of  France,  and  none  were  allowed  by  her 
charter  of  less  value  than  500  francs,  about  $100. 

The  Bank  of  Havre,  by  its  character,  issues 
notes  of  250  to  1,000  francs,  equal  to  $59  to  $200. 
It  is  the  only  bank  which  has  the  right  of  issuing 
notes  in  that  great  city — the  largest  emporium  of 
foreign  trade  in  France.  The  capital  is  $750,000, 
and  it  is  restricted  by  its  charter  from  having  a 
larger  amount  of  liabilities — namely,  deposits  and 
circulation — than  three  times  the  amount  of  specie 
in  its  vaults.  The  Bank  of  France  has  the  exclu- 
sive circulation  in  Paris,  and  the  reslrictions  upon 
its  operations  in  the  charter  are  such  as  to  compel 
her  always  to  be  in  a safe  and  strong  position. 

The  Bank  of  Havre  cannot  discount  commercial 
paper  having  more  than  ninety  days  to  run — “and 
no  accommodation  paper  created  without  value  receiv- 
ed, shall  be  discounted.”  The  Bank  of  France  is 
under  the  same  restrictions  as  to  the  duration  of 
credit  on  commercial  obligations,  but  is  allowed  to 
make  advances  on  public  securities. 

Prison  discipline.  The  prefect  of  police  has  ad- 
dressed a report  to  the  minister  of  the  interior,  on 
the  prison  for  juvenile  offenders  (maison  desjeunes 
detenus)  which  contains  some  striking  facts.  He 
states,  that  for  the  last  fifteen  months  the  system  of 
solitary  imprisonment  has  been  tried,  and  has  been 


attended  with  the  most  gratifying  results.  In  the 
cases  in  which  the  prisoners  were  allowed  to  asso- 
ciate with  each  other,  the  recidives  (new  offences  by 
the  same  parties)  were  alter  liberation  as  30  to 
130;  whereas,  amongst  those  w'ho  had  been  sub- 
jected to  the  cellular  system,  by  which  all  inter- 
course w'itti  their  fellow  prisoners  was  prevented, 
Jhe  recidives  were  only  7 to  239 — viz:  in  one  case 
nearly  25  per  cent,  and  in  the  other  little  more  than 
3 per  cent.  He  adds,  that  some  doubts  had  been 
entertained  as  to  the  effect  of  the  solitary  system 
upon  the  health  of  the  prisoners,  but  that  experi- 
ence had  shown  them  to  be  unfounded.  Among 
42  children  confined  in  separate  cells,  there  was 
not  one  case  of  sickness,  w hilst  amongst  the  chil- 
dren who  were  allowed  to  be  together,  the  propor- 
tion of  sickness  was  as  one  to  six  and  a half.  It 
was  remarked  that  the  vicious  propensities  so  con- 
spicuous in  the  ordinary  prisons  w'ere  in  this  in- 
stance generally  corrected  by  solitude. 

[ Galignani's  Messenger. 

SWEDEN. 

Bank  of  Stockholm.  The  government  of  Sweden 
first  established  this  bank  in  1657.  No  stock  was 
created;  but  instead  of  this,  three  hundred  thousand 
specie  crowns  were  borrowed  by  the  government,  as 
ils  capital,  and  promissory  notes  were  given  for  this 
money,  payable  at  sight  to  bearer,  and  carrying  in- 
terest. What  was  thus  borrowed  at  four  per  cent, 
was  loaned  at  six,  upon  mortgage,  and  sometimes 
upon  pledges.  The  bank  w'as  thus  at  once  a bank 
of  circulation,  of  loan,  and  of  pledges  or  pawns. — 
This  last  wrould  be  called,  in  Europe,  a mont-de - 
piete,  or  Lombard  bank.  The  administration  of  this 
bank  was  conducted  with  great  fidelity,  and  in  fifty 
years  it  had  acquired  a fund  of  fifty  millions. 

The  government,  not  satisfied  with  this  prosper- 
ous condition  of  the  bank,  or,  being  compelled  to 
meet  an  increased  expenditure,  established  a new 
bank,  into  which  the  former  was  incorporated.  It 
issued  notes  payable  in  copper  ecus  of  about  six 
cents  value.  More  liberal  in  its  discounts  than  the 
old  one,  this  bank  made  large  advances  of  its  own 
paper  to  the  government  and  the  nobility.  In  a short 
time  it  had  issued  notes  to  the  value  of  six  hundred 
million  ecus,  or  one  hundred  million  dollars. 

This  vast  circulation  of  paper  money  in  Sw'eden 
produced  the  same  results  which  a like  circulation 
has  caused  in  all  other  countries.  A taste  for  luxury 
and  expense  diffused  itself  among  all  classes  of  so- 
ciety; the  state  increased  its  debt;  property  holders 
were  ruined;  coin  disappeared  from  circulation. 

This  state  of  public  distress  continued  until  the 
accession  of  Gustavus  If  I,  when  he  restored  the 
credit  of  the  bank  by  reducing  its  circulation,  for- 
bidding future  issues,  and  by  declaring  ils  notes  to 
be  payable  in  silver.  For  this  purpose,  he  had  bor- 
rowed in  Holland  a large  amount  of  silver  in  ingots. 
The  credit  of  the  bank  was  restored,  and  its  notes 
again  passed  at  their  nominal  value. 

The  exigencies  of  the  state  again  required  in- 
creased expenditures,  to  meet  which  large  emissions 
of  paper  money  weje  made,  which  cost  nothing. — 
This  must  ever  be  the  means  of  paying  extiaordi- 
nary  debts,  by  banks  or  governments,  having  the 
power  of  making  unlimited  issues  of  rag  money. — 
These  vast  issues  of  notes  brought  with  them  their 
necessary  attendants,  a swift  and  ruinous  deprecia- 
tion of  the  notes,  and  the  total  disappearance  of 
specie  from  circulation.  The  necessities  of  trade 
required  the  use  of  small  money  for  change,  and  as 
specie  had  disappeared,  the  bank  found  it  necessary 
to  issue  paper  tickets,  of  very  low'  denomination, 
which  in  the  United  States  are  termed  shinptaslers. 
We  have  thus  arrived  at  that  experience  of  the  ruin- 
ous effects  of  paper  money',  which  the  states  of  Eu- 
rope have  long  since  learned.  # [Globe. 

RUSSIA. 

The  emperor  of  Prussia  and  the  Napoleanites. 
“The  emperor,”  says  a letter  from  Moscow',  in  the 
Commerce,  “will  leave  us  to-morrow,  (17th  Sep- 
tember), for  St.  Petersburg,  to  complete  some  diplo- 
matic arrangements  with  England;  with  which  pow- 
er, it  is  generally  believed  here,  the  Russian  cabinet 
is  inclined  to  enter  into  an  offensive  and  defensive 
alliance,  provided  France  is  excluded.  The  here- 
ditary grand  duke,  and  the  duke  de  Lmichlenberg 
remain  constantly  with  his  majesty.  On  arriving 
from  the  camp  at  the  gates  of  Moscow,  the  emperor 
was  received  and  congratulated  by  l he  governor  ge- 
neral, prince  Galitzen,  to  whom  his  imperial  majes- 
ty replied,  taking  the  hand  of  liie  duke  de  Leuch- 
tenber,  ‘I  enter  Moscow  with  the  son  of  the  adopted 
son  of  Napolean  the’great.’  Then,  turning  to  gene- 
ral Kleirn  Michel,  who  was  with  the  governor  ge- 
neral, the  emperor  added:  ‘The  Bonapartes  and  the 
Romanoffs  may  well  be  of  accord,  for  the  great  ob- 
ject of  both  families  is  the  grandeur  and  glory  of 
their  country.’  A marriage  between  the  grand 
duchess  Olga  and  prince  Louis  Napolean  is  again 
talked  of,  and  it  is  even  added  that,  should  this 
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prince  decline  the  alliance,  the  emperor  Nicholas 
will  turn  his  eyes  to  one  of  the  sons  of  Lucien  Bo- 
naparte. It  appears  that  the  czar  is  determined  to 
form  a close  union  with  the  Napoleanites,  and  that 
his  project  is  warmly  approved  of  by  the  military 
noblesse  of  Russia,  but  not  by  the  old  aristocracy 
of  Moscow.” 

Russian  encroachments.  We  have  read  an  inter- 
esting article  from  the  Paris  National,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  Russian  encroachments.  The  progress  of 
this  gigantic  power  is  traced  from  the  time  when 
Peter  the  great  laid  the  first  stone  of  St.  Peters- 
burg, in  1703,  until  now  when  the  black  eagle’s 
wings  are  flapping  over  the  domes  of  St.  Sophia. — 
Before  the  first  named  period  Moscow  was  unknown 
to  the  great  nations  of  Europe;  Russia  possessed 
not  a single  point  upon  the  shores  of  the  Baltic; 
she  was  hemmed  in  by  Turkey,  then  a formidable 
power;  by  Poland,  as  yet  inviolate,  and  by  Sweden, 
a vigorous  enemy.  Her  maritime  territory  now, 
bordered  by  the  Baltic,  extends  on  the  north  side 
from  the  bottom  of  the  gulf  of  Bothnia  to  beyond 
the  Niemen,  including  Finland  and  eastern  Bothnia 
which  she  has  wrested  from  Sweden.  She  has  ac- 
quired large  domains  from  Turkey,  and  what  is  of 
more  importance  she  has  obtained  the  exclusive 
navigation  of  the  Black  sea.  Poland  exists  no 
longer.  After  enumerating  her  encroachments  to- 
wards Persia  and  in  other  directions,  the  article  in 
the  National  continues: 

“With  the  incon.testible  evidence  of  so  rapid  and 
gigantic  conquests  recorded  indelibly  on  every  map 
and  geographical  work,  who  can  for  a moment 
doubt  of  the  ambitious  projects  of  Russia,  not 
merely  upon  Constantinople,  for  that  is  beyond  all 
doubt,  but  with  respect  to  India,  as  also  of  her  ca- 
pability of  carrying  them  into  execution?  Sufficient 
attention  has  not  as  yet  been  paid,  nor  can  too 
much  be  said,  with  respect  to  the  grandeur,  skill 
and  perseverance  of  the  policy  adopted  by  the 
czars,  from  the  time  of  Peter  the  great  to  the  pre- 
sent— a policy  connecting  every  thing  by  an  indis- 
soluble chain,  and  which  makes  every  thing  tend 
to  the  same  object.” 

“Russia  finds  herself  impelled  by  the  force  of 
events  to  become  a great  maritime  power  of  the 
first  class;  the  waters  of  the  Baltic  could  no  longer 
suffice  for  her  r.avy,  and  to  increase  her  influence 
in  the  Black  sea,  the  possession  of  Constantinople 
was  indispensable.  Her  armies  have  already  en- 
camped under  the  walls  of  that  city;  she  only  waits 
a fitting  opportunity  of  descending  once  more  into 
the  plains  of  Adrianople;  and  should  this  occur, 
she  will  not  stand  still  there,  but  will  push  onwards 
to  that  city  so  much  coveted  by  Napoleon,  and 
hold  perpetual  possession  of  it.  This  was  the  pre- 
diction of  Napoleon.” 

As  a means  of  counteracting  the  vast  designs  of 
Russia,  the  Paris  journal  declares  that  it  i3  of  the 
first  importance  to  establish  French  influence  and 
civilization  in  Egypt. 

The  conquering  propensity  so  strongly  charac- 
teristic of  Russia  is  but  the  natural  emanation  of 
those  vigorous  qualities  which  constitute  her  na- 
tional mind.  A mighty  spirit,  powerful  in  the 
consciousness  of  vast  resources  and  quickened  by 
great  energy  of  will,  possesses  a species  of  attrac- 
tive power  like  that  which  large  bodies  possess  in 
physics.  It  draws  to  itself  all  weaker  elements, 
and  either  assimilates  them  with  its  own  quality,  or 
with  a repellant  force  sweeps  them  from  its  course. 
Imbecility,  effeminacy,  or  weakness  of  any  kind 
consequent  upon  the  abuse  of  intellectual  and 
moral  gifts,  fall  before  such  a power  as  a matter  of 
necessity  connected  with  the  nature  of  things. — 
We  may  lament  the  occurrence  of  wars — but  so 
long  as  nations  make  themselves  unfit  for  self-go- 
vernment, or  incompetent  to  advance  the  progress 
of  human  civilization,  so  long  will  conquerors  arise 
to  dash  down  the  mouldering  fabrics  of  corruption 
which  encumber  ground  that  might  be  better  occu- 
pied. Superior  strength  and  courage,  though  often 
employed  to  subserve  the  purposes  of  unhallowed 
ambition,  are  at  least  evidences  of  mental  energy — 
and  when  they  triumphed  it  is  mostly  overweak- 
ness self-generated  and  deserving  of  its  fate.  Ro- 
man civilization  is  sometimes  said  to  have  fallen 
before  the  attacks  of  barbarians.  It  was  the  civili- 
zation of  a corrupt  people  giving  refinement  to 
vicious  indulgencies  which  had  quite  eaten  away 
the  heart  of  the  old  Roman  energy — the  outward 
shell,  fantastic  and  gaudy  to  the  eye,  of  inward 
rottenness — it  was  this  sort  of  civilization  which 
sunk  under  the  hardy  blows  of  stern  invaders  who, 
wilh  all  their  ferocity,  were  men.  They  were 
jnen  such  as  Romans  were  in  the  days  of  her  youth- 
ful greatness,  prompt  to  act,  despising  luxury,  and 
fearing  death  less  than  dishonor. 

The  world  will  lose  nothing  but  will  rather  gain 
something  by  the  Russian  possession  of  Turkey. — 
Life  and  vigor  will  be  once  more  restored  to  the 


regions  whence  once  Alexander  issued  to  infuse  the 
power  of  Grecian  genius  into  the  decaying  car- 
cass of  the  Asiatic  empire.  A nation  will  be  dis- 
possessed which  has  already  acted  its  part  in  the 
course  of  human  events,  and  could  do  little  of  bene- 
fit to  any,  if  its  feeble  existence  were  prolonged. 

[Baltimore  American. 

SPAIN 

Remains  in  great  distraction — Madrid  was  me- 
naced with  an  insurrection,  and  troops  had  been 
summoned  to  the  capital  by  the  government  to 
overawe  the  population.  Espartero  has  for  the 
present  given  up  his  pursuit  of  Cabrera,  and  the 
count  d’Espagne,  a celebrated  leader  of  the  Car- 
lists,  has  been  murdered. 

TURKEY  IN  EGYPT. 

Affairs  remain  as  they  were. 

GREECE. 

Extract  from  the  History  of  the  Regeneration  of 
Greece,  about  to  be  published  by  Mr.  Castanis: 

During  our  revolution,  a few  Christians  came  to 
Greece  to  offer  themselves  in  her  defence;  most  of 
them  as  lovers  of  Grecian  reminiscence  and  Helle- 
nic glory.  Among  these  Byron  stood  pre-eminent. 
That  great  soul,  atoning  for  past  faults,  gave  him- 
self up  to  our  cause.  When  he  reached  Messolong- 
hi,  he  addressed  the  citizens  from  the  tomb  of  Mar- 
co Bozzaris,  and  at  last  overcome  with  tears,  he 
could  not  speak,  he  could  only  kiss  the  tomb  of  the 
hero.  He  did  not  live  to  see  the  fulfilment  of  his 
hopes;  and  his  memory  is  enshrined  in  the  heart  of 
every  Greek.  A great  many  writers  complain  that 
he  has  no  monument  in  the  country  which  he  assist- 
ed. It  is  singular  that  authors,  or  rather  scribblers, 
should  allude  with  so  little  ceremony  to  such  a de- 
licate subject,  as  if  the  Greeks  never  would  hear  of 
it,  and  give  a reasonable  reply. 

When  the  Greeks  are  asked  where  Byron’s  mo 
numeut  stands,  they  point  to  their  own  glorious  free 
mountains,  rocks  and  marble  remnants,  and  reply, 
“yonder  is  his  tomb,  for  while  they  remain  Byron’s 
name  will  be  remembered.”  Already  has  Byron’s 
name  been  immortalized  in  modern  Greek  song  by 
one  of  our  greatest  poets,  Calvos,  and  also  in  a 
beautiful  sonnet  written  by  a Greek  lady.  When 
travellers  go  to  Greece,  they  imagine  that  if  Byron’s 
name  is  not  uttered  aloud  in  every  street  through 
which  they  pass,  the  nation  has  forgotten  him.  It 
is  enough  to  say  that  Byron  is  remembered  by  the 
Greeks  with  the  deepest  gratitude.  If  he  is  not 
constantly  in  their  mouths  he  is  in  their  hearts 
Moreover,  Greece  has  hardly  any  time  to  mourn  for 
her  own  children,  and  hardly  any  for  her  adopted 
sons.  Still  she  does  not  forget  even  the  latter.  In 
addition  to  this  Greece  is  poor,  and  must  support 
her  own  existence  before  she  thinks  of  the  dead.  It 
is  well  to  suggest  that  Byron’s  monument  may  be 
completed  as  soon  as  the  American  one  on  Bunker 
Hill.  However,  the  necessity  is  not  very  great, 
and  what  the  present  age  neglects,  another  may  ef- 
fect. 

Greece  called  a few  defenders  from  American 
shores.  A marble  tomb  in  the  island  of  Syra  com- 
memorates the  valor  and  death  of  a native  of  Mas- 
sachusetts. In  fine,  every  civilized  nation  furnish- 
ed a few  allies,  and  Greece  has  not  forgotten  them. 
However  they  cannot  expect  great  attention  whilst 
our  greatest  warriors  are  neglected.  The  bravest 
of  the  Americans  was  col.  Miller,  of  Vermont.  He 
was  full  of  sport,  and  much  loved  by  the  Suliotes,  a 
small  band  of  whom  he  commanded.  He  distin 
guished  himsell  at  Argos,  where  he  happened  to  be 
covered  with  dust  by  a cannonball.  Fearing  that 
they  would  think  him  lost;  he  shouted  to  his  band, 
“nothing!  nothing!  krep  on!” 

Enough  has  been  said  of  a subject  which  delica- 
cy forbids  our  prosecuting  any  farther.  When 
Greece  is  more  prosperous,  her  actions  will  explain 
much  better  the  depth  of  her  gratitude. 

SOUTH  AMERICA. 

From  the  riser  Plate.  The  brig  Chalcedony,  at 
Newport,  brings  advices  from  Montevideo  to  the 
20th  and  from  Buenos  Ayres  to  the  10th  September. 
The  following  letter  from  a correspondent  of  the 
Journal  of  Commerce,  gives  all  the  intelligence  of 
moment: 

Montevideo,  I8lh  Sept.  1839. 

Advices  are  in  town  this  day  that  an  army  of 
5,500  men  from  the  provinces  of  Entre  Rios,  Bue- 
nos Ayres  and  Corrientes,  have  crossed  the  river 
Negro  about  200  miles  from  this  city,  and  are  march- 
ing in  this  direction.  The  governor  of  this  is  near 
them  with  about  an  equal  force,  and  they  will  pro- 
bably meet  very  soon.  The  result  of  the  engage- 
ment will  be  important.  If  the  army  from  Buenos 
Ayres  are  victorious,  they  will  have  possession  of 
this  place,  and  we  shall  have  here  a blockade  the 
same  as  Buenos  Ayres. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  this  army  is  defeated,  there 
will  be  an  immediate  march  into  Buenos  Ayres,  and 
the  result  will  be  a revolution  there,  and  a new  go- 


vernment; and  the  new  party  will  accede  to  any 
thing  the  French  demand,  as  their  army  have  the 
aid  of  all  the  French  forces  here.  It  is  generally 
thought  that  this  last  will  be  the.result.  At  Buenos 
Ayres  the  people  are  wishing  fo'r  a change;  but  the 
military  force  kept  under  arms  in  the  city,  of  2,500 
men,  deters  them  from  any  decisive  movement. 

The  Indians  that  live  on  the  plains  between  Chili 
and  Buenos  Ayres,  have  made  an  inroad  into  Bue- 
nos Ayres,  and  approached  within  80  leagues  of  the 
city,  driving  off  large  quantities  of  cattle  and  horses; 
and  in  an  engagement  with  the  troops  and  friendly 
Indians,  entirely  defeated  them.  They  are  in  a 
body  of  1,500  to  2,000,  all  mounted  on  horse  back, 
and  their  movements  are  very  rapid.  Should  they 
not  be  satisfied  with  their  present  booty  and  con- 
tinue their  plundering,  it  will  add  much  to  the  em- 
barrassed state  of  that  province. 

Our  communication  with  Buenos  Ayres  is  once 
a month  only,  by  the  English  packet,  but  boats  and 
small  vessels  elude  the  blockaders  at  times.  Our 
advices  are  up  to  the  10th  instant.  The  boats  of 
the  French  squadron  were  defeated  with  the  loss  of 
one  launch  in  attempting  to  burn  some  vessels  at 
Point  Indio,  in  a small  fiver,  about  the  1st.  They 
lost  some  few  men  also. 

Our  market  is  overstocked  with  flour  and  salt — 
prices  nominal  $16,  nett  7J,  per  bbl.  and  10  rials 
the  fanega.  Hides  are  selling  at  36  rials,  or  cost 
about  13  cents  in  exchange.  Tallow  6 cents. — 
Freights  very  low  to  all  parts. 

At  Buenos  Ayres,  hides,  heavy,  are  worth  3 \d. 
sterling  per  lb.  light,  3d.  hore  hides  3s.  6d.  each. 
Tallow  gd.  per  lb.  Wool  1 to  3 pence  per  lb.  Beef, 
jerked,  27  rials  the  qt  1 . Dollars,  16  paper  for  1 
silver  (par  in  1827);  doubloons,  260  paper  for  1 
silver.  Exchange  on  London  3 %d.  for  $1. 

Montevideo,  20 th  Sept.  1839. 

The  troops,  (marines)  from  the  French  squadron 
to  the  amount  of  800,  landed  last  night  and  this 
morning,  for  the  purpose  of  defending  the  town, 
should  the  forces  against  the  Argentine  army  be 
defeated.  The  enemy  are  within  120  miles  of  this 
city.  Produce  of  all  kinds  has  advanced,  as  but 
little  can  come  in  until  the  present  excitement  is 
over.  Hides  38  rials,  beef  30  do. 

CANADAS. 

Poulett  Thompson  the  new  governor  general  of 
the  Canadas,  has  sent  a message  to  the  legislature  of 
Upper  Canada,  announcing  the  intention  of  the  Bri- 
tish government  to  convert  the  two  provinces  into 
one.  The  first  of  the  terms  of  reunion  to  which  the 
governor  general  desires  the  assent  of  the  house  of 
assembly  is  the  equal  representation  of  each  pro- 
vince in  the  united  legislature.  He  says  that  al- 
though this  proposition,  considering  the  amount  of 
the  population  of  Lower  Canada,  might  seem  to 
place  that  province  in  a less  favorable  position  than 
Upper  Canada,  yet  under  the  circumstances,  with 
the  increasing  population  to  be  expected  from  emi- 
gration, and  having  regard  to  the  commercial  and 
agricultural  enterprise  of  its  inhabitants,  an  equal 
apportionment  of  representation  would  no  doubt  be 
found  to  be  beneficial. 

The  second  stipulation  to  be  made  is  the  grant  of 
a sufficient  civil  list.  The  propriety  of  rendering 
the  judicial  bench  independent  alike  of  the  execu- 
tive and  of  the  legislature  and  of  furnishing  the 
means  of  carrying  on  the  indispensable  services  of 
the  government  has  been  affirmed  by  the  parliament 
of  Upper  Canada  in  the  acts  passed  by  them  for 
effecting  those  objects.  In  determining  the  amount 
of  the  civil  list,  the  house  of  assembly  is  assured 
that  the  salaries  and  expenses  to  be  paid  from  it 
will  be  calculated  by  her  majesty’s  government 
with  a strict  regard  for  economy,  and  the  state  of 
the  provincial  affairs. 

Thirdly,  the  governor  general  says  he  is  prepar- 
ed to  recommend  to  parliament  that  so  much  of  the 
existing  debt  of  Upper  Canada  as  has  been  contract- 
ed for  public  works  of  a general  nature  should  after 
the  union  be  charged  on  the  joint  revenue  of  the 
united  province.  Adverting  to  the  nature  of  the 
works  for  which  this  debt  was  contracted,  and  the 
advantages  which  must  result  to  them  from  Lower 
Canada  he  thinks  it  is  not  unjust  that  that  province 
should  bear  a proportion  of  the  expense. 

On  these  principles  the  governor  general  is  of 
opinion  that  a reunion  of  the  two  provinces  may  be 
effected,  equitable  and  satisfactory  in  its  terras  and 
beneficial  in  its  results  to  all  classes.  He  submits 
them  to  the  consideration  of  the  house  of  assembly 
in  the  full  conviction  of  their  importance,  and  in  the 
hope  that  they  will  receive  the  assent  of  that  house. 
“Fortified  by  the  expression  of  their  opinion,”  he 
says  “her  majesty’s  government  and  parliament 
will  be  able  at  once  to  apply  themselves  to  the  full 
development  of  the  scheme,  and  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  provisions  by  which  it  may  be  carried 
into  effect  with  the  greatest  advantage  to  the  people 
of  both  provinces.  [ AT.  Y.  Eve.  Foet. 
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NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 

Trade  with  Germany.  We  have  already  noticed 
the  return  to  this  couutry  of  Mr.  Joshua  Dodge, 
who  has  been  for  the  last  ten  years  employed  by 
our  government  as  diplomatic  and  commercial 
agent  in  Germany.  We  know  not  many  subjects 
of  national  interest  that  more  require  attention,  or 
that  would  be  more  likely  to  repay  a reasonable  de- 
gree of  trouble,  than  that  confided  to  Mr.  D.  of  ex- 
tending our  commercial  intercourse  with  the  na- 
tions of  middle  and  southern  Europe,  wherever  op- 
ortunities  presented.  We  should  by  this  means 
e in  some  measure  relieved  from  our  exclusive  de- 
pendence on  England,  and  for  many  commodities 
might  have  a choice  of  markets.  We  are  indeed 
somewhat  shackled  in  negotiating  for  commercial 
favors  with  foreign  nations.  Their  articles  of  ex- 
port are  already  received  here  at  a very  low  rate  of 
duties;  they  enjoy  without  negotiation  every  privi- 
lege that  negotiation  might  bestow;  while  we  have 
nothing  to  offer  for  the  benefits  we  ask.  We  can 
only  plead  for  a fair  reciprocity  without  being  able 
to  urge  any  reason  to  show  that  such  reciprocity 
would  be  for  their  interest.  They  have  in  present 
possession  the  very  one-sided  sort  of  reciprocity,  it 
we  may  use  such  a term,  which  best  suits  them. 
They  have  a free  market  for  their  own  productions, 
and  they  reap  also  a large  revenue  of  imports  upon 
our  commodities  which  are  sent  in  return  for  theirs. 

If  our  agents  or  ambassadors  were  authorised  to 
say  to  the  German  powers  that  unless  the  heavy 
duties  on  American  tobacco  were  reduced  to  a rea- 
sonable scale,  corresponding  duties  would  be  placed 
forthwith  upon  German  merchandise  imported  into 
the  United  States,  such  a mode  of  argumentation 
would  be  understood  at  once.  Ft  would  be  an  ap- 
peal adapted  tq  the  occasion,  and  it  would  be  likely 
to  reach  the  tenderest  feelings  of  diplomatic  sensi- 
bility. As  it  is,  our  negociators  are  placed  in  an 
unpleasant  position.  They  must  solicit  as  a gift 
what  should  be  required  as  an  equivalent  for  cor- 
responding favors.  If  they  obtain  any  thing  it  is  by 
sufferance,  and  we  are  thus  compelled  to  look  upon 
ourselves  a3  the  obliged  party.  [Ball.  Ainer. 

STORM  OF  THE  IOTH  DECEMBER. 

At  New  York.  The  Commercial  says  “those 
who  were  at  the  fire  in  Cedar  street,  on  Saturday 
night,  [14th]  will  long  recollect  the  deluge  of  rain 
which  fell  until  after  midnight.  As ,we  supposed, 
while  the  rain  was  pouring  down  in  this  city  there 
was  a severe  snow  storm  at  no  great  distance  from  us. 
The  steamboat  Swallow,  which  left  this  city  on 
Saturday  evening,  was  unable  to  proceed  farther 
than  Hudson,  whence  she  returned  this  morning, 
.without  any  mail.  The  pilot  of  the  Swallow,  who 
has  been  on  the  river  for  many  years,  informs  us 
that  the  snow  storm  of  Saturday  night  was  heavier 
than  any  within  his  recollection.  At  Hudson  and 
its  vicinity  the  snow  fell  eighteen  inches  on  a level. 
The  river  was  not  frozen  over,  but  there  was  too 
much  floating  ice  between  Albany  and  Hudson  to 
render  it  safe  for  the  boat  to  proceed  farther  than 
Hudson.  She  will  go  up  to-night,  but  will  proba- 
bly not  be  able  to  proceed  farther  than  Catskill. 

At  the  eastward,  the  snow  fell  in  prodigious 
quantities.  We  are  totd  that  it  lay  two  feet  deep 
on  the  ground  at  New  Haven.  The  cars  could 
hardly  be  dragged  upon  the  railway,  with  all  the 
power  of  steam  that  could  be  raised,  so  that  more 
than  thrpe  hours  were  required  to  work  their  way 
to  Meriden.  Within  twenty  miles  of  this  city  the 
snow  is  represented  to  be  from  eighteen  inches  to 
two  feet  in  depth. 

The  Albany  papers  represent  the  snow  to  have 
fallen  from  eighteen  inches  to  two  feet  in  depth, 
obstructing  the  roads  in  all  directions. 

At  Boston.  Th^  Mercantile  Journal  of  the  16th 
says,  a northeast  snow  storm  commenced  yesterday 
morning  about  3 o’clock — which  continued  through- 
out the  day,  occasionally  relapsing  into  rain.  In 
the  course  of  yesterday,  the  wind  blew  with  great 
fury  from  the  eastward-^-and  last  evening,  for  seve- 
ral hours,  it  increased  to  a hurricane,  blowing  with 
more  violence  than  it  has  done  for  years.  The 
gale  continued  throughout  the  night — but  abated 
after  midnight.  It  is  feared  that  this  long  and  vio- 
lent gale  has  caused  many  disasters  on  the  coast. — 
Most  of  the  vessels  in  the  stream  dragged  their 
anchors — and  much  damage  was  done  to  the  ship- 
ping, lying  at  the  wharves.  The  list  of  disasters 
to  shipping  in  the  harbor,  which  the  Journal  reports, 
occupy  half  a column,  and  include  the  loss  of  se- 
veral lives. 

“At  the  southern  wharves  the  gale  also  did  much 
damage.  At  India  wharf,  the  principal  damage 
was  caused  by  the  barque  Creole,  which  drove  out 
of  the  stream,  and  came  in  contact  with  the  brig 
Adelaide,  which  lost  her  bowsprit  and  was  severely 
chafed.  The  A.  dragged  against  the  Hamburg 
brig  Edwin,  and  somewhat  damaged  her  sides, 
chain^lateg,  &c.  A lighter  schooner  was  sunk  at 


Central  wharf,  by  some  other  vessel’s  bowsprit 
driving  into  her  stern.  At  Arch  wharf  the  bow- 
sprit of  a schooner  was  forced  into  one  of  the 
stores. 

It  was  fortunately  neap  tides — nevertheless  the 
water  rose  above  some  of  the  wharves,  and  a con- 
siderable quantity  of  lumber  was  washed  away  and 
large  quantities  of  boards  were  blown  from  the  piles 
in  the  lumber  yard.  Haverhill  street,  just  this  side 
Warren  bridge,  was  this  morning  covered  with  the 
boards  which  were  blown  from  the  adjoining  lum- 
ber wharf.  Several  chimnies  were  blown  down — 
and  out  buildings  demolished — but  we  have  heard 
of  no  loss  of  life. 

The  damage  done  to  trees,  fences,  barns  and 
other  buildings,  in  this  vicinity,  is  very  great. — 
Many  noble  elms  have  been  prostrated,  or  stripped 
of  their  wide  spreading  branches. 

At  Cape  Ann.  The  Gloucester  Telegraph  of  the 
ISth  says  “never  have  we  been  called  upon  to  re- 
cord so  severe  a storm,  or  one  so  disastrous  and 
melancholy  in  its  results,  as  that  which  set  in  on 
Sunday  morning.  Snow  and  rain  came  together, 
accompanied  with  a high  wind  from  the  S.E.  which 
soon  increased  to  a gale  almost  unprecedented  for 
its  violence,  and  which  continued  without  abate- 
ment the  whole  of  that  day  and  night  and  most  of 
Monday. 

Property  and  life  have  been  swept  away  to  an 
unparalleled  extent,  and  the  scenes  of  suffering  and 
desolation  that  have  been  brought  before  their  eyes, 
have  involved  a whole  community  in  sorrow  and 
affliction.  Our  shores  have  been  literally  strewn 
with  wrecks,  surviving,  but  suffering  mariners,  and 
alas,  with  the  dead. 

On  Sunday  morning  there  were  in  our  harbor 
nearly  60  vessels,  which  had  put  in,  in  anticipa- 
tion of  a storm.  Of  this  large  fleet,  all  that  could 
be  seen  at  anchor  on  Monday  morning  were  about 
twenty,  and  they  having  every  mast  and  spar  cut 
away,  a solitary  pole  in  each  only  standing  to  bear 
aloft  a signal  of  distress  and  for  assistance. 

These,  tossing  as  they  were  like  egg-shells  upon 
a violent  sea,  and  exposed  to  the  yet  raging  gale, 
liable  every  moment  to  part  their  cables  and  be 
driven  to  sea  with  all  on  board,  presented  a scene 
melancholy  enough — but  when  the  eye  rested  upon 
the  long  line  of  wrecks  that  had  been  cast  upon 
our  shore,  and  the  innumerable  fragments  of  others, 
together  with  their  scattered  cargoes — here  and 
there  the  cold  and  stiffened  corse  of  a fellow- 
creature,  and  the  suffering  survivois — (he  feeling 
heart  was  subdued  and  almost  made  to  bleed. 

In  regard  to  the  lives  lost  it  is  impossible  as  yet 
to  ascerlain  the  precise  number.  The  general  be- 
lief is  that  it  cannot  fall  short  of  forty.  Yesterdav 
afternoon  nine  bodies  had  been  found,  exclusive  of 
four  at  Sandy  bay. 

Thus  have  we  given  a long  list  of  the  disasters 
that  have  occurred  on  our  shores — making  in  all 
twenty-two  total  wrecks,  thirty-two  vessels  dismasted, 
drifted  out  of  the  harbor,  &c.  and  twenty  ascertained 
deaths. 

The  melancholy  details  of  the  disaster  occupies 
a column  of  the  Telegraph,  concluding  with  the 
following: 

“As  a great  many  vessels  went  to  sea  on  Friday 
and  Saturday  from  the  various  ports  in  this  vicinity, 
many  of  which  were  bound  to  ports  along  the  coast, 
it  is  feared  that  the  disasters  have  been  numerous. 
The  accounts  from  Cape  Cod  are  looked  for  with 
much  anxiety. 

At  Salem.  The  Register  of  the  16th  says — “A 
storm  of  wind,  snow  and  rain  commenced  a few 
hours  after  midnight  on  Saturday,  and  continued  in- 
creasing in  violence  through  yesterday.  During 
the  day,  at  intervals,  the  wind  blew’  with  tremen- 
dous force  from  the  eastward  and  the  rain  fell  in 
torrents.  The  ship  Sumatra,  from  the  Vineyard, 
anchored  in  our  harbor  about  noon;  and  had  all  her 
light  sails  set  until  7 yesterday  morning,  when  she 
first  felt  the  gale.  She  was  spoken  outside  by  the 
pilot,  who  could  not  board  her  on  account  of  the 
tremendous  sea,  and  ran  in,  following  the  course  of 
the  boat  under  his  direction.  The  Sumatra  left  (he 
Vineyard  on  Friday  in  company  with  the  whale 
ship  Izette  and  brig  Deborah,  of  and  for  this  port, 
and  saw  them  both  in  the  bay  last  Saturday  night, 
but  neither  arrived  yesterday,  and  they  probably 
made  for  a harbor  somewhere.  The  shipping  on  the 
coast,  we  fear,  has  suffered  much,  especially  ves- 
sels in  our  bay,  which  were  obliged  to  encounter 
the  full  fury  of  the  elements. 

Newburyport.  The  Herald  of  the  17th  contains 
a long  list  of  disasters.  It  states  that  the  gale  at 
that  place  was  very  severe.  From  10  to  12  o’clock 
on  Sunday  night,  the  wind,  which  had  shifted  a 
point  or  more  to  the  N.  E.  blew  a perfect  hurri- 
cane. About  fifteen  or  twenty  fishing  schooners, 
lying  at  the  wharves,  have  suffered  more  or  less 


damage.  Several  of  the  wharves,  which  were  over- 
flowed by  the  high  tide,  have  suffered  damage. 

The  keeper  of  the  lights  on  Plum  Island  describes 
the  tide  as  having  flowed  quite  across  the  island  in 
a number  of  places,  making  many  deep  ravines, 
and  causing  many  acres  of  meadow  (o  be  covered 
with  sand.  The  hotel  and  site,  with  almost  all  the 
buildings,  were  surrounded  with  one  entire  sheet 
of  water,  as  well  as  the  road  leading  to  the  bridge. 
The  violence  of  the  gale  was  such  as  to  remove 
many  sand  hills,  forming  at  the  same  time  many 
lakes  and  ponds.  He  also  says  that  the  whole 
eastern  side  of  the  island  has  washed  away  to  an  as- 
tonishing degree. 

NAVAL. 

Court  martial.  The  Philadelphia  U.  S.  Gazette, 
of  the  14th  says  that  a court  martial  is  to  be  con- 
vened in  that  city,  for  the  trial  of  several  of  the 
officers  of  the  navy.  In  assigning  duties  to  this 
court  martial,  on  the  authority  of  rumour,  the  Ga- 
zette named  an  officer,  whom  it  is  gratifying  to  learn, 
the  department  have  no  such  view  in  relation  to. 
Whether  the  other  items  of  rumor  of  the  Gazette 
are  equally  unfounded,  we  have  not  yet  learned,  ac- 
cording to  them,  commodore  Elliott  and  several 
officers  of  the  exploring  expedition  “who  have  been 
arrested  and  sent  home  by  its  commandant,  lieut. 
Wilkes,”  are  to  be  tried  by  this  court. 

Honor  to  the  deserving!  Official.  Navy  depart- 
ment, December  9,  1839. 

Sir:  The  department  has  observed  in  the  news- 
papers a notice  of  your  gallant  and  successful  ef- 
forts in  rescuing  a portion  of  the  crew  of  the  Chi- 
lian ship  of  war  Monteguido,  which  it  appears  was 
wrecked  in  the  harbor  of  Valparaiso  during  the  gale 
of  the  241h  and  25th  of  July  last. 

Although  you  have  already  enjoyed  the  highest 
reward  of  your  exertions  in  the  success  which 
crowned  them,  the  department  would  not  do  justice 
to  its  own  feelings,  did  it  refrain  from  expressing  to 
you  its  admiration  of  the  fearless  self-devotion  dis- 
played by  yon  on  that  occasion,  and  which  is  alike 
honorable  to  yourself,  to  the  service,  and  to  your 
country.  I ain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant,  J.  K.  PAULDING. 

Lieut.  Thomas  T.  Craven,  TJ.  S.  exploring  expedition. 

Commodore  Ridgely  having  beerf  appointed  to 
the  command  of  the  U.  S.  squadron  on  the  coasts  of 
Brazil,  &c.  the  officers  on  this  station  (where  he 
has  commanded  for  several  years)  addressed  to  him 
the  following  letter  previous  to  his  leaving  the  com- 
mand. [N.  York  American. 

U.  S.  navy  yard,  N.  Y.  1 9th  November,  1839. 

Sir:  The  undersigned,  officers  of  the  navy,  ma- 
rine corps,  and  civil  department  on  this  station, 
having  heard  of  your  appointment  to  the  command 
of  our  naval  squadron  on  the  coast  of  La  Plata  and 
Brazil,  cannot  permit  you  to  depart  without  an  ex- 
pression of  their  deep  regret  at  your  separation 
from  them,  and  their  high  estimation  of  your  cha- 
racter as  an  officer  and  gentleman. 

Many  of  them  have  served  under  your  command 
during  a great  portion  of  your  official  connection 
with  this  station,  and  have  witnessed  the  constant 
zeal  and  ability  with  which  your  duties  have  at  all 
times  been  performed,  combining  with  courtesy  and 
indulgence,  a strict  attention-to  the  public  interests, 
and  discipline  of  the  service. 

But  whilst  they  express  their  regret  at  being 
thus  separated  from  you,  they  feel  highly  gratified 
by  your  appointment  to  so  important  a command,  at 
a time  when  our  neutral  relations  with  the  bellige- 
rent powers  of  France  and  Buenos  Ayres  are  calcu- 
lated to  involve  questions  and  responsibilities  of  the 
most  complicated  character;  and  their  confidence  in 
you  assures  them  that  the  honor  of  our  flag  and  the 
interests  of  our  country  will  be  gallantly  and  ably 
sustained. 

With  an  earnest  wish  for  your  continued  welfare 
and  happiness,  under  all  circumstances,  the  under- 
signed beg  leave  to  offer  you  the  cordial  assurance 
of  their  sincere  regard  and  esteem. 

(Signed  by  capt.  J.  D.  Sloat  and  the  other  officers 
on  the  station.) 

Commodore  Charles  G.  Ridgely , comm’g  U.  S.  naval 
station , N.  York. 

To  which  he  returned  the  annexed  reply: 

Navy  yard,  N.  York,  Nov.  26,  1839. 

Gentlemen:  Your  very  friendly  letter  of  the 
25th  inst.  transmitting  me  a letter  signed  by  the  “offi- 
cers of  the  navy,  marine  corps,  and  civil  depart- 
ment, on  this  ‘station,’  expressing  their  approbation 
of  my  conduct,  and  ‘their  deep  regret  at  our  separa- 
tion,’ ” I received  this  day. 

To  have  earned  the  very  high  esteem  of  those  I 
have  been  so  long  and  constantly  associated  with, 
and  where  all  my  official  acts  have  come  under  their 
immediate  notice,  is  the  most  distinguished  and  ho- 
norable reward  that  could  be  bestowed  on  me. 

I thank  you  all,  gentlemen,  for  assuring  me,  that 
on  my  contemplated  cruize,  “the,  honor  of  our  flag 
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and  the  interests  of  our  country  will  be  gallantly 
and  ably  sustained.”  I can  only  assure  you,  I will 
endeavor,  at  all  times,  to  merit  these  high  and  ho- 
norable sentiments. 

With  all  the  warm  feelings  of  friendship,  charac- 
teristic of  our  profession,  I am  faithfully  yours, 

(Signed)  CHAS.  G.  lUDGELY. 

Capt.  Jno.  D.  Sloat,  commander  H.  W.  Ogden,  and 
naval  constructor  S.  Harlt,  committee. 

Testimony  of  those  who  were  enemies.  The  Lon- 
don United  Service  Journal,  in  an  article  on 
Cooper’s  Naval  History,  which  it  does  not  smother 
with  praise,  uses  the  following  complimentary  lan- 
guage in  regard  to  the  American  navy. 

“from  its  infancy  to  its  present  state,  most 
brav’ely,  most  gallantly,  have  the  officers  and  men  of 
the  naval  profession  in  America  upheld  the  honor  of 
their  flag;  there  is  scarcely  one  action  in  which  the 
slightest  imputation  can  be  cast  upon  any  indivi- 
dual; they  have  never  avoided  their  enemies,  ex- 
cepting where  it  would  have  been  the  height  of  im- 
pudence to  have  faced  them;  they  have  fought  with 
the  most  determined  valor;  they  have  in  many 
cases  been  successful  over  a nation  which  held  un- 
disputed the  command  of  the  ocean;  and  this  very 
circumstance  of  combating  an  enemy  flushed  with 
almost  universal  victory,  adds  a greener  laurel  to 
the  navy  of  the  United  States.” 

Packets  vs.  frigates.  We  understand  that  on  the 
passage  of  the  frigate  United  Slates  round  from 
Boston,  a sailing  match  accidentally  look  place  be- 
tween the  frigate  and  one  of  our  packet  ships, 
which  resulted  in  favor  of  the  latter.  The  packet 
ship  Siddons,  captain  Palmer,  bound  from  Liver- 
pool to  this  port,  made  the  frigate  about  twelve 
miles  dead  to  windward,  and  in  the  course  of  nine 
hours  was  within  a mile  of  the  frigate,  when  it  fell 
calm.  The  United  States  is  considered  the  swiftest 
frigate  in  the  navy,  and  this  perhaps  is  one  of  the 
few  opportunities  to  try  the  sailing  between  nation- 
al and  private  ships  that  has  been  recently  afforded. 

In  former  times  it  was  considered  impossible  for 
any  merchantman  to  sail  with  a states  vessel.  Now 
the  former  seem  to  have  a decided  advantage.  The 
advancement  in  the  science  of  merchant  ship  build- 
ing, has  been  great  indeed.  The  model  of  a New 
York  built  ship,  together  with  her  strength  and 
beauty,  are  both  a subject  of  admiration  in  all  parts 
of  the  world  where  she  may  happen  to  be.  We 
wish  we  could  add  that  there  had  been  the  same 
improvement  in  our  navy.  The  establishment  of  a 
naval  board  of  commissioners,  appears  in  the  view 
of  many  to  have  been  the  cause,  and  a fatal  one  too, 
to  all  improvements  that  are  going  on,  and  if  they 
did,  their  prejudices  are  too  great  to  admit  of  any 
innovation  or  improvement  in  the  navy. 

[W.  Y.  Express. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  AND  THE 
BARRINGS. 

From  the  New  York  Courier,  of  the  19 th.  inst. 

The  history  of  the  civilized  world,  does  not  pre- 
sent such  a picture  of  national  and  .individual  in- 
gratitude-such an  exhibition  of  wanton  injustice 
on  the  part  of  a whole  community  and  individuals 
ot  high  respectability — as  the  late  and  present  cru- 
sade against  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

It  is  now  admitted  on  all  hands,  that  never  was  a 
nation  so  blessed  with  a sound,  equal  currency^as 
was  this  country  during  the  period  when  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  was  responsible  to  the  country 
for  it,  and  previous  to  the  assaults  upon  the  institu- 
tion by  the  late  executive  of  the  United  States. 
Whenever  and  wherever  the  aid  of  the  bank  was 
required,  there  was  Mr.  Biddle  found;  and  we  need 
not  remind  the  merchants  of  this  city,  how  often  he 
obeyed  their  call  and  came  to  their  relief,  when  the 
government,  was  doing  all  in  its  power  to  oppress 
and  destroy  them.  We  need  not  remind  them  that,  in 
183:1  and  4,  the  bank  was  gradually  reducing  its 
discounts  and  curtailing  its  circulation,  preparatory 
to  closing  its  business  at  the  expiration  of  its  char- 
ter; and  that  it  was  only  in  obedience  to  the  earnest 
entreaties — nay,  the  most  humiliating  appeals  on  the 
part  of  the  committee  of  the  merchants  of  this  city, 
that  it  consented  to  alter  its  cautious  policy,  and  by 
so  doing,  placed  itself  in  the  power  of  the  adminis- 
tration and  the  false  friends  under  whose  council 
and  advisement  it  had  acted.  If  at  that  time  Mr. 
Biddle  had  turned  a deaf  ear  to  the  cry  for  relief 
Irom  this  city,  the  bank  would  never  have  found  it- 
selt  embarrassed,  and  the  parties  he  then  saved  from 
bankruptcy  would  have  been  unable  to  unite  with  an 
eminent  London  banking  house,  to  bring  ruin  and 
disgrace  upon  their  benefactors. 

And,  in  1833,  who  was  it  that  urged  most  stre- 
nuously upon  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  the 
propriety  and  necessity  of  issuing  post  notes?  Who 
was  it,  that  was  the  first  applicant  for  the  relief 
which  those  post  notes  furnished,  and  who  it  is  said 
would  inevitably  have  failed,  but  lor  the  timely  aid 


and  friendship  of  the  bank?  We  leave  this  question 
lor  the  public  to  answer;  but  do  not  hesitate  to  as- 
sert, that  a large  broker’s  house  in  Wall  street,  (we 
will  not  call  them  bankers  for  they  do  no  kind  of 
business  which  entitles  them  to  the  appellation), 
which  is  now  among  the  loudest  of  those  who  de- 
nounce the  policy  of  the  bank  and  its  issues  of  post 
notes,  was  the  most  prominent  among  those  who  re- 
commended extension  in  1834 — was  the  head  and 
front  of  the  recommendation  to  issue  post  notes  in 
1837 — and  the  very  first  who  became  the  recipient 
of  the  bank  favors  in  the  shape  of  what  are  now  de- 
nounced as  “disreputable  issues.” 

Now,  if  this  be  so,  and  all  that  we  have  asserted 
can  be  proved,  where  is  the  gratitude  or  the  fairness 
of  this  identical  house,  and  others  acting  in  concert 
with  it,  taking  the  ground  as  we  all  know  it  has,  of 
open  hostility  to  the  United  States  bank?  If,  as  we 
assert,  it  was  the  first,  or  even  among  the  first,  to 
recommend  the  issue  of  post  notes,  and  the  very 
first  to  apply  for  and  receive  the  benefit  of  such  is- 
sues— how  inconceivably  censurable  is  it  in  that 
house,  noxv  to  raise  it3  voice  against  a measure  of 
its  own  recommendation  and  from  which  at  a most 
critical  time  in  its  history,  itprobably  received  more 
aid  than  any  other  house  in  the  United  States. 

We  have  no  feelings  of  hostility  tow’ardsthe  house 
alluded  to;  but  we  feel  indignant  that  parties  who 
have  thus  acted,  should  be  permitted  to  pass  unre- 
buked by  that  public  who  are  now  suffering  the 
consequences  of  this  crusade  against  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States.  We  feel,  and  the  intelligent 
portion  of  this  mercantile  community  also  feel,  and 
think  they  know,  that  there  has  been  a vile  intrigue 
on  foot  between  certain  parties  in  London  and  a 
small  clique  in  this  city,  to  ruin  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  build  up  themselves  upon  such 
ruin.  Who  these  parties  are,  is  not  for  us  to  say. — 
Unfortunately  for  the  country  this  combination  has 
been  in  part  successful;  and  the  consequences  to 
this  community  are  too  fearful,  to  render  it  necessa- 
ry to  say  who  are  the  paities  on  this  side  of  the  wa- 
ter that  are  reaping  the  benefits  of  such  success,  or 
what  house  in  London  divides  the  “spoils  of  victo- 
ry.” They  have  so  far  triumphed,  that  the  Ameri- 
can merchant  is  in  a measure  placed  at  their  mercy; 
and  until  the  United  States  bank  recovers  from  the 
blow  thus  inflicted  by  pretended  friends  whom  it  had 
warmed  into  being,  or  until  a national  institution  be 
.established,  we  can  perceive  no  remedy  for  the 
' evil. 

The  great  object  of  the  parties  alluded  to,  both 
here  and  in  London,  has  been  to  monopolise  the  ex- 
change business  of  the  country;  and  to  such  an  ex- 
tent has  this  feeling  been  carried,  that  at  one  mo- 
ment a desperate  effort  was  made  to  break  up  every 
institution  under  the  general  banking  law,  because 
the  principal  bank  under  that  law — the  North  Ame- 
rican Trust  and  Banking  company — was  a large 
dealer  in  foreign  exchange!  The  warfare  against 
that  institution  and  its  signal  failure  are  too  well 
known  to  require  comment;  nor  have  the  public 
forgotten  that  the  first  blow  was  struck  through  the 
agency  of  the  Bank  of  Commerce,  which  sufficiently 
designates  the  source  whence  it  came. 

Of  the  various  agents  in  this  nefarious  plotting 
against  the  bank,  and  indeed  against  all  who  have 
ventured  to  deal  in  foreign  exchanges',  we  shall 
hereafter  speak  more  at  large,  and  in  terms  which 
their  ingratitude  and  selfishness  so  justly  demand. 
Their  miserable  tool — the  Journal  of  Commerce — is 
quite  beneath  notice,  while  there  is  so  much  higher 
game  to  strike  at;  and  so  would  be  the  authors  of 
certain  circulars,  signed  Wotherspoon  &.  Co.  were 
it  not  a duty  to  point  out  the  impudence  and  the 
presumption  of  th ejoreign  combination  against  the 
bank.  We  extract  from  their  circular  of  the  18th 
October,  which  was  sent  to  Europe  by  the  first 
steam  ship  after  the  suspension  of  the  bank. 

'■‘New  York,  18 th  Oct.  1839 — Friday,  P.  M. 

“Upwards  of  eight  years  ago — 15th  Sept.  1831 — 
we  first  adverted  in  our  circulars  to  the  tampering 
of  the  Bank  ol  the  United  States  with  the  foreign 
exchanges,  and  the  consequent  extension  of  its  is- 
sues when  the  course  of  business  indicated  the 
propriety  and  necessity  of  a directly  opposite  course 
of  action. 

*****  * 

“The  correctness  of  these  views  has  now  receiv- 
ed the  seal  of  infallible  experience  in  the  failure  of 
the  United  States  bank,  involving  that  of  others  to 
such  an  extent  that  it  seems  even  doubtful  whether 
New  York  will  not  have  the  honor  of  interposing 
singly  the  barrier  of  honesty  and  integrity  to  the 
progress  of  fraud  and  deceit.” 

“On  Wednesday  the  9th  inst.  it  was  officially  an- 
nounced that  the  post  notes  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  payable  in  this  city,  would 
not  be  paid;  and  on  the  same  day  the  bank  slopped 
— or  as  it  is  fancifully  termed,  suspended — payment 
in  Philadelphia.  The  circumstances  show  conclu- 


sively that  this  result  has  followed  a preconcerted 
course  of  action -by  which  it  was  hoped  to  procure 
in  the  first  instance  the  suspension  of  the  New  York 
banks,  as  a cloak  1u  the  palpable  rottenness  of  the 
Pennsijlvania  institution.  By  the  sale  in  this  market 
of  its  post  notes  and  bills  of  exchange,  together  with 
the  extension  of  its  issues,  through  the  device  of  a 
public  notice  that  its  notes  would  be  redeemed  or 
received  on  deposite  at  par  by  its  namesake  in  this 
city,  this  concern  succeeded  in  establishing  a drain 
on  our  resources  to  such  an  extent  that  after  having 
remitted  to  Europe  in  two  months,  according  to  the 
boasting  of  its  friends,  five  millions  of  dollars  in 
specie,  it  still  has  a residue  in  its  vaults  of  four  mil- 
lions more.  It  is  now  hoped  by  refusing  payment  of 
all  debts  due  to  New  York,  and  procuring  claims 
against  this  city  to  be  demanded  in  specie,  still  to 
coerce  our  banks  to  suspend,  but  the  only  effect  of 
this  notable  scheme  will  be  to  cover  its  projectors 
with  confusion  and  disgrace.” 

Now,  W'e  need  not  tell  our  readers,  that  the  foreign 
merchant  has  never  found  a more  steady  advocate 
and  friend  in  any  press,  than  in  the  Courier  and  In- 
quirer; but  it  does  appear  to  us  (hat  upon  their  own 
showing,  this  house  of  Wotherspoon  & Co.  have  ex- 
hibited a wanton  hostility  to  the  success  of  our  fo- 
reign commerce  and  chief  moneyed  corporation, 
which  ill  becomes  them  as  foreigners,  living  under 
thejprotection  of  our  laws  and  participating  in  all 
the  benefits  of  our  free  institutions.  We  learn  from 
this  same  circular,  that  for  eight  years  past,  during 
most  of  which  time  this  bank  was  a national  insti- 
tution, they  have  been  urging  upon  their  correspon- 
dents not  to  confide  in  its  solvency,  and  as  far  as 
practicable,  have  endeavored  to  injure  its  credit. — 
We  do  not  say  they  had  no  right  to  do  this;  on  the 
contrary,  as  there  is  no  legal  punishment  for  it,  they 
had  such  right.  But  with  all  right  minded  persons, 
the  moral  crime  of  thus  abusing  the  hospitality  of  a 
country  in  which  they  are  amassing  wealth  to  be 
spent  in  another  clime — the  absence  of  that  honora- 
ble and  high  minded  conduct  which  we  are  proud 
to  say  is  characteristic  of  nineteen-twentieths  of  the 
foreign  merchants  among  us — stamp  these  indivi- 
duals as  mere  adventurers,  who,  when  exhibited  to 
the  public  in  their  true  colors,  will  be  permitted 
quietly  to  sink  into  that  obscurity  from  which  acci- 
dent rather  than  merit,  appears  to  have  temporarily 
drawn  them.  They  are  only  worthy  of  the  associa- 
tion they  now  enjoy — that  of  the  hireling  tools  of 
the  Journal  of  Commerce. 

Our  readers  are  doubtless  aware  of  the  rumors 
which  were  so  current  immediately  preceding  the 
arrival  of  the  Great  Western,  that  the  agency  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States  in  London  had  failed,  or 
certainly  would  fail  on  the  26th  August.  But  as 
they  may  not  have  learned  on  what  grounds  that  ru- 
mor obtained  currency,  it  may  be  well  to  state  the 
following  facts.  On  the  20th  Mr.  Jaudon  called  on 
Mr.  Bates  the  American  partner  in  the  firm  of  Bar- 
ing, Brothers  & Co.  and  informed  him  that  he  would 
require  some  half  a million  sterling  on  the  26th, 
naming  the  character  and  amount  of  the  securities 
(state  stocks)  on  which  he  wished  to  borrow  this 
sum.  Mr.  Bates  told  him  there  could  be  no  difficulty 
in  raising  the  required  sum.  Here  the  matter  rest- 
ed, and  on  the  23d  Mr.  Bates  wrote  to  their  agent 
in  this  city,  detailing  the  particulars  of  Mr.Jaudon’s 
application  and  the  determination  of  the  American 
house— most  improperly  so  called — of  Barings,  Bro- 
thers & Co.  not  to  give  him  the  aid  he  aslted,  and 
predicted  that  his  failure  on  the26lh  was  inevitable! ! 
At  the  same  time  however,  that  this  letter  was 
written,  Mr.  Jaudon  was  kept  in  the  dark  with  re- 
gard to  his  fate,  and  his  destruction  was  looked  upon 
as  certain!  How  he  extiicated  himself  we  all  know; 
and  the  reader  may  imagine  the  mortification  of  the 
London  house,  and  its  friends  and  correspondents 
here,  at  his  escape  from  their  honorable  schemes. — 
But  to  the  letter.  There  was  joy — great  joy  and 
much  rejoicing  among  a certain  clique  in  Wall  st. 
on  its  arrival.  Jaudon’s  fate  was  considered  sealed 
— the  bank  as  a seller  of  exchange,  was  proclaimed 
dead — and  oh  what  a bright  vision  of  future  profits 
opened  to  the  verv  grateful  and  disinterested  gentle- 
men who  had  so  honorably  conducted  towards  the 
bank.  But  how  to  give  the  bank  yet  another  stab 
in  anticipation  of  the  news  by  the  next  steam  ship, 
was  the  great  question;  and  after  much  grave  deli- 
beration, the  president  of  the  Bank  of  America  was 
furnished  with  a copy  of  the  contents  of  the  letter, 
which,  by  order  of  the  clique,  was  straightway  for- 
warded to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury!! 

But  the  steam  ship  shortly  arrived;  and  behold, 
although  Mr.  Jaudon  only  discovered  the  game  of 
his  London  friends  at  the  eleventh  hour,  he  had  no- 
bly triumphed  over  all  his  difficulties;  and  that  tri- 
umph covered  with  shame  and  mortification  his  ene- 
mies here. 

For  the  present  w'e  have  done.  In  due  time  we 
shall  lay  bare  the  whole  of  the  intrigue — we  dare 
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not  call  it  conspiracy — and  we  content  ourselves 
witli  asking  of  our  merchants  to  reflect  on  the  course 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  towards  this  city 
at  every  period  when  her  aid  was  invoked,  and  of 
the  ungrateful  return  now  made  to  her  by  the  very 
persons  who  were  the  recipients  of  her  liberality. 
Let  them  also  reflect  upon  the  interested  and  selfish 
views  of  the  parties  in  London  and  this  city  who 
seek  to  prostrate  her;  and  then  let  them  determine 
how  far  it  is  their  interest  to  play  into  the  hands  of 
those  parties,  to  the  injury  of  the  bank  and  the  far 
more  serious  injury  of  the  commerce  of  our  country. 

From  the  New  York  Courier  of  the  20 th  insi. 

Bank  of  the  United  States.  Our  remarks 
under  this  head  y esterday,  produced  an  unusual  de- 
gree of  excitement  among  the  mercantile  and 
moneyed  interests  of  the  city,  and  as  the  charge 
against  the  house  of  Baring,  Brothers  &.  Co.  of 
London,  was  one  which  involved  the  honor  of  that 
house,  we  are  not  surprised  that  the  public  here, 
should  have  been  startled  at  the  bare  suggestion  of 
such  a dishonorable  proceeding,  and  demand  fur- 
ther evidence  of  its  truth. 

We  charged,  that  on  the  23d  of  Jlugust,  (mis- 
printed in  part  of  our  edition  yesterday  October ), 
Barings,  Brothers  & Co.  after  being  informed  by 
Mr.  Jaudon  on  the  20th  August,  that  he  would  re- 
quite some  half  million  sterling  on  the  26th;  and 
being  assured  by  them  there  would  be  no  difficulty 
in  raising  it  upon  the  state  stocks,  &c.  offered  as  se- 
curity,— addressed  a letter  to  their  agent  in  this 
country,  divulging  the  fact  that  such  an  application 
had  been  made,  declaring  their  determination  not  to 
aid  him,  and  announcing  that  he  must  inevitably 
fail  on  the  26th. 

We  now  reiterate  the  charge;  and  to  exhibit  the 
disgraceful  conduct  of  this  house  towards  the  Bank 
of  the  Utiited  States,  we  state  further,  that  a mer- 
chant of  this  city  shipped  a valuable  cargo  to  St. 
Petersburg,  (Russia),  with  orders  to  remit  the  pro- 
ceeds without  delay  to  Mr.  Jaudon,  in  London,  to 
meet  his  engagements  with  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  or  its  agency  in  that  city.  The  cargo  arriv- 
ed in  due  time,  and  was  disposed  of  agreeably  to 
the  orders  of  the  shipper;  but  the  agent  or  consignee 
in  St.  Petersburg  has  advised  the  house  here,  that 
he  has  not  remitted  the  funds  as  directed,  because 
letters  had  been  received  in  St.  Petersburg  from  the 
house  of  Barings,  Brothers  & Co.  announcing  the 
probable  failure  of  Mr.  Jaudon  on  the  26th  of  Au- 
gust!! And  he  further  advises  the  shipper, — that 
in  consequence  of  such  information,  he  had  remit- 
ted the  proceeds  of  the  cargo  in  question  to  the 
house  of  Messrs.  Barings,  Brothers  & Co.  to  be  by 
them  passed  over  to  Mr.  Jaudon,  in  the  event  of 
his  note  having  been  dishonored!! 

Again;  two  merchants  in  Philadelphia  shipped 
two  different  cargoes  to  Montevideo,  (South  Ameri- 
ca), with  instructions  to  their  consignees  to  remit 
the  proceeds  without  delay  to  Mr.  Jaudon  in  Lon- 
don, to  meet  their  engagements  with  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  which  had  furnished  in  part  the 
funds  for  purchasing  the  cargoes.  Their  agent  or 
consignee,  replies  that  letters  had  been  received  in 
that  city,  from  the  house  of  Barings,  Brothers  & 
Co.  announcing  the  probable  failure  of  Mr.  Jaudon 
on  the  26th  August,  and  that  he  therefore  retains 
their  funds  in  Montevideo  until  further  instruc- 
tions!! The  consequence  is,  that  one  of  the  houses 
alluded  to,  had  its  bills  dishonored  in  London!!! 

Now  we  venture  to  assert,  that  the  whole  history 
of  the  commercial  world,  does  not  present  a case  of 
such  unparralleled  infamy  as  this.  The  imagina- 
tion cannot  conceive  of  a.  more  dishonorable  pro- 
ceeding than  thus  surrepticiously  using  a confiden- 
tial communication  for  the  destruction  of  the  party 
making  it.  But  it  was  not  against  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  alone,  that  this  blow  was  aimed; — it 
struck  at  once  the  credit  and  the  interest  of  every 
American  and  every  foreign  merchant  in  our  coun- 
try trading  with  foreign  parts,  and  using  the  credit 
of  the  principal  moneyed  institution  of  the  union; 
and  we  have  but  too  much  reason  to  suspect,  these 
degrading  and  disgraceful  communications  were 
also  made  to  Canto  and  Calcutta,  the  consequences 
may  yet  prove  most  disastrous.  That  they  were  so 
made,  we  do  not  doubt;  nor  can  any  reasonable  man 
now  question  who  it  was,  (hat  instigated  the  Messrs. 
Hottengeur  to  dishonor  the  bills  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  which  we  all  know,  was  the  great 
blow  to  its  credit  in  Europe. 

To  justly  estimate,  or  rather  to  form  some  distinct 
conception  of  the  injury  to  the  commerce  of  our 
country  from  the  vile  crusade  against  the  United 
States  bank,  our  readers  must  bearin  mind  that  our 
annual  importations  from  Canton  and  Calcutta,  are 
between  six  and  eight  millions  of  dollars.  Until 
within  the  last  twelve  years,  trade  could  only  be 
carried  on  by  the  shipment  of  specie  for  the  pur- 


chase of  cargoes;  but  during  that  period  the  credit 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  has  been  so  un- 
questioned, that  its  bills,  payable  six  months  after 
their  presentation  in  London,  were  equal  to,  and 
have  been  used  as  a substitute  for  specie. 

Thus  the  cargoes  have  in  all  cases  arrived  in  this 
country,  been  disposed  of,  and  the  proceeds  remit- 
ted to  London,  long  before  the  bills  with  which 
they  were  purchased  became  due.  But  the  suc- 
cess of  an  infamous  and  disgraceful  warfare  against 
the  bank,  has  most  effectually  destroyed  these  cre- 
dits, as  also  those  used  along  the  coast  of  South 
America  and  round  Cape  Horn;  and  in  consequence, 
our  trade  with  Canton  and  Calcutta,  must  in  fu- 
ture, require  an  immediate  investment  of  actual 
capital,  and  operate  as  a drain  of  the  precious  me- 
tals from  the  United  States  to  the  amount  of  six  or 
eight  millions  of  dollars  annually. 

We  will  merely  add,  that  in  pointing  out  as  we 
did  yesterday,  the  co-operation  of  certain  parties  in 
this  city  with  Barings,  Brothers  & Co.  ofLondon 
in  their  warfare  against  the  Bank  of  the  U.  States, 
we  did  so  most  reluctantly,  in  consequence  of  our 
personal  relations  with  those  parties;  but  we  ho- 
nestly believed  that  we  had  a duty  to  perform  to 
our  country,  in  exposing  as  we  have,  the  tendency 
of  their  acts;  which,  to  shrink  from,  would  have 
rendered  us  unworthy  of  the  station  we  occupy. 
How  far  the  facts  we  have  now  stated  justify  our 
course,  we  leave  with  the  public  to  determine. 

MESSAGE  OF  THE  GOVERNOR  OF  ALA- 
BAMA. 

The  Nashville  Banner  furnishes  the  following 
synopsis  of  the  most  important  parts  of  gov.  Bay- 
by’s  message: 

The  governor  continues  to  be  deeply  impressed 
with  the  importance,  and  adheres  to  the  determina- 
tion of  effecting  some  permanent  connection  be- 
tween the  waters  of  Mobile  bay  and  the  Tennessee 
river,  but  circumstances  seem  to  forbid  engaging  in 
the  said  enterprise  at  present. 

He  recommends  the  establishment  of  a perma- 
nent board  of  internal  improvement,  and  a com- 
plete geological  survey  of  the  state. 

He  again  recommends  a change  in  the  mode  of 
electing  directors  of  the  State  bank  and  its  branch- 
es— that,  instead  of  the  legislature’s  electing  whom- 
soever that  body  may  see  fit,  from  among  the  peo- 
ple, the  law  be  altered,  giving  the  duty  to  the  go- 
vernor of  nominating  double  the  number  of  persons 
required  for  directors,  to  the  legislature  who  shall 
elect  the  necessary  boards  from  the  persons  thus 
nominated.  He  disclaims  all  desire  to  increase  the 
executive’s  patronage  in  this  matter,  but  maintains 
that  the  boards  as  now  elected  will  accommodate 
themselves  too  liberally. 

He  approves  of  the  reduction  of  the  number  of 
directors  in  the  several  boards,  made  by  the  last 
legislature,  and  recommends  that  a still  further  re- 
duction be  made,  and  their  compensation  increa- 
ed  so  that  instead  of  their  being  merchants  and 
business-carrying-on  men,  they  may,  like  the  ca- 
shier, tellers,  fee.  devote  their  whole  time  to  the 
banks. 

He  names  it  as  a fatal  error  for  banks  to  sell  or 
loan  out  their  capital  for  ordinary  promissory  notes, 
or  bill  of  exchange,  thereby  destroying  that  just  and 
indispensable  proportion  between  basis  and  circu- 
lation, without  the  constant  and  scrupulous  obser- 
vance of  which,  no  bank  can  long  redeem  its  paper 
or  maintain  its  credit.  The  argument  that  to  re- 
tain the  capital  would  be  to  have  it  lying  dead,  idle 
and  inactive,  when  a profit  could  and  ought  to  be 
made  on  it.  he  says  is  fallacious,  and  holds  it  to  be 
true  in  banking  as  in  architecture,  that  no  solid  or 
valuable  superstructure  can  be  sustained,  unless  it 
has  a firm  and  substantial  basis  to  rest  upon. 

He  recommends  as  of  great  importance  to  banks, 
in  the  collection  of  their  debts,  the  appointment  by 
each  bank  of  a marshal  to  be  invested  with  such 
power  as  the  legislature  may  deem  it  necessary  to 
confer. 

He  states  that  the  sinking  fund  act,  of  1835,  pro- 
viding for  the  ultimate  redemption  of  the  state 
bonds,  is  found  to  be  inadequate  to  the  accomplish- 
ment of  the  object  intended,  and  he  therefore  re- 
commends the  passage  of  a law  authorising  the 
election  of  three  commissioners  of  the  sinking  fund, 
who  shall  receive,  annually,  from  the  state  bank 
and  branches,  a sum,  in  goid  and  silver,  or  its  equi- 
valent, sufficient  to  redeem  the  whole  amount  of 
the  principal  of  their  stock  by  the  time  it  becomes 
due. 

He  feels  satisfied  that  the  amount  of  stock  al- 
ready sold,  is  sufficient  for  all  the  purposes  of  a 
sound  and  healihful  circulation,  and  recommends 
that  that  portion  of  the  state  bonds  now  unsold  be 
called  in  and  cancelled. 

He  agrees  not  in  opinion  with  those  of  his  fellow 
citizens  who  are  of  the  opinion  that  all  attempts  to 


sustain  the  state  bank  system,  or  to  render  it  use- 
ful and  beneficial  to  the  community,  are  utterly 
useless.  With  entire  respect  for  their  judgment, 
he  inclines  to  a different  opinion.  The  system  has 
not  had  a fair  and  impartial  experiment,  neither 
have  the  public  authorities  always  pursued  the  best 
course  to  promote  the  interests  of  the  banks  to  en- 
sure the  success  of  the  system. 

The  legislature  in  1837  required  the  banks  to  in- 
crease their  circulation  five  millions,  with  one  band, 
and  to  suspend  the  collection  of  five  millions  of 
their  debts  for  one,  two  and  three  years,  with  the 
other.  This  was  not  calculaled  to  add  to  the  means 
or  increase  the  strength  ot  the  banks. 

He  speaks  in  terms  of  praise  of  the  recent  con- 
duct of  the  State  bank  and  branches;  also  ol'  the 
stock  banks  of  Mobile,  who  resumed  the  payment 
of  specie,  voluntarily,  eighteen  months  in  advance 
of  the  time  allowed  them  by  law,  and  who  still  re- 
deem their  notes  in  specie,  as  also  do  the  State 
bank  at  Tuscaloosa  and  the  branches  at  Montgo- 
mery and  Huntsville. 

The  governor  says  that  some  enlargement  of  the 
bank  circulation  w ill  be  necessary,  in  order  to  sup- 
ply the  people  with  a sufficient  amount  thereof  to 
answer  their  accustomed  wants  and  to  guard  and 
protect  them  against  the  danger  and  the  necessity 
of  being  compelled  to  sell  their  produce  for  the  ir- 
redeemable paper  of  non-specie  paying  banks  in 
other  states.  He  says  it  is  obvious  that,  if  the  spe- 
cie-paying banks  enlarge  their  circulation  in  bills 
payable  on  demand  in  specie,  to  an  amount  suffi- 
cient to  meet  the  contemplated  object,  their  notes 
will  be  returned  upon  them,  and  suspension  will  be 
the  consequence.  Hence  the  only  means,  which 
occur  to  his  mind,  are  either  to  authorise  the  banks 
to  issue  post  notes,  for  any  period  within  twelve 
months,  or  to  require  the  banks  that  are  not  paying 
specie,  to  furnish  the  entire  amount  of  additional 
circulation,  say  to  the  amount  of  five  millions,  to  be 
distributed  to  each  of  the  banks  in  such  proportions, 
as  in  the  wisdom  of  the  legislature  may  be  deemed 
proper. 

The  governor  makes  an  onslaught  upon  the  su- 
preme court  of  the  U.  States,  in  relation  to  certain 
cases  taken  to  that  court,  by  writ  of  error,  from  the 
circuit  court  of  the  United  States  holden  at  Mobile 
in  May  1838,  involving  the  right  of  a corporation 
created  in  another  state,  to  make  a contract  in  its 
corporate  cupacity,  through  an  agent  in  Alabama. 
The  governor  alludes  to  the  case  of  the  Pennsylva- 
nia bank  of  the  United  Slates  vs.  Wm.  D.  Primrose, 
and  another  similar  case,  decided  by  judge  McKin- 
ley in  favor  of  the  defendants,  which  decisions  were 
reversed  by  the  supreme  court  at  Washington,  last 
spring. 

He  says  he  has  respect  for  the  general  govern- 
ment, and  has  the  fullest  confidence  in  the  ability, 
integrity  and  patriotism  of  the  present  administra- 
tion— still  it  is  not  to  be  disguised,  he  goes  on  to 
say,  that  lor  a long  series  of  years  he  has  looked 
upon  the  federal  judiciary  as  the  most  portentous 
power  connected  with  the  government.  It  is  the 
sleeping  lion  of  the  constitution,  which,  if  not  ar- 
rested in  the  practice  of  the  principles,  on  which 
it  has  almost  invariably  and  uniformily  acted,  of 
enlarging  its  powers,  will,  more  than  every  other 
cause,  endanger  the  stability  of  our  free  institutions. 
He  goes  largely  into  the  merits  of  the  question, 
pronounces  the  decision  of  the  federal  court,  referred 
to,  a palpable  and  direct  encroachment  upon  the 
sovereignty  of  Alabama,  if  notan  absolute  violation 
of  her  constitution,  and  recommends  the  legislature 
to  guard  against  the  repetition  or  continuance  of  the 
evil  in  future,  by  asserting  the  just  rights  of  the 
people  whose  sovereignty  they  represent. 

MESSAGE  OF  THE  GOVERNOR  OF  OHIO. 

This  is  a long  document,  containing  numerous 
details  of  matters  relating  to  the  concerns  of  the 
state.  The  agricultural  interest  is  the  first  that 
claims  attention.  This  is  declared  to  be  in  a very 
flourishing  condition,  and  it  is  believed  that  tho 
surplus  products  of  the  state  this  year  will  be  much 
greater  than  they  have  been  at  any  former  season 
since  the  first  settlement  of  the  country.  The 
mineral  resources  of  Ohio  are  spoken  of,  and  tho 
facilities  which  wiil  in  time  be  offered  to  success- 
ful manufacturing  industry,  although  for  the  pre- 
sent,  agricultural  production  is  thought  to  be  bet- 
ter suited  to  the  interests  of  the  state. 

The  common  school  system  still  meets  with  soma 
opposition  in  certain  districts,  yet  the  general  opera- 
tion of  the  plan,  together  with  the  legislative  modi- 
fications of  the  last  year,  will  probably  succeed  in 
doing  away  all  existing  objections.  In  some  town- 
ships deficiencies  have  been  found  in  the  lands  ap- 
propriated to  the  school  fund — the  section  sixteen 
set  apart  for  such  use,  being  w anting  in  several.  Ap- 
plication to  congress  is  advised  to  provide  for  there 
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fractional  townships.  The  school  fund  has  been 
considerably  impaired  by  an  improvident  system  of 
legislation  which  authorises  under  certain  circum- 
stances the  sale  of  the'schoo!  lands.  It  is  thought 
that  true  policy  would  insist  upon  preserving  this 
property  tor  the  uses  to  which  it  has  been  devoted. 

l’he  state  of  (lie  currency  occupies  a considera- 
ble portion  of  the  message.  A statement  of  the 
banking  affairs  of  Ohio  shows  that  in  May,  1S37, 
the  discounts  of  the  banks  in  that  state  were 
$19,505,662.  On  the  30th  of  September  last  they 
were  $1 1,268, 125,  showing  a reduction  in  lire  dis- 
counts of  the  banks  since  May,  1S37,  of  eight  mil- 
lions, two  hundred  and  thirty-seven  thousand  five 
hundred  and  thirty-seven  dollars.  The  circulation 
has  been  diminished  between  the  30th  of  April  and 
the  30th  of  September  last,  one  million  eight  hun- 
dred and  twenty-four  thousand  tour  hundred  and 
ninety  dollars.  . 

The  governor  ascribes  the  prominent  causes  of 
the  present  difficulties  under  which  the  cohntry 
labors  to  the  amount  of  interest  annually  paid  to  fo- 
reign capitalists  for  money  borrowed  by  tirestates  and 
corporations,  and  to  the  great  and  excessive  impor- 
tations ot  foreign  goods  into  the  country,  and  the 
debts  thereby  created.  The  too  great  expansion 
ot  the  credit  system  i>  mentioned  in  connection 
with  these  causes  as  contributing  also  to  great 
over  action  in  commercial  and  financial  matters, 
the  evil  consequences  of  which  now  afflict  all  parts 
of  the  country.  The  governor’s  views  upon  bank- 
ing are  set  forth  at  some  length,  and  after  consider- 
ing the  project  of  a state  bank  and  that  of  free 
banking,  he  comes  to  the  conclusion  that  a system 
of  independent  banks,  properly  restricted  and 
limited  in  their  powers,  placed  under  the  super- 
vision of  commissioners  and  being  at  all  times  un- 
der the  control  of  the  legislature,  if  not  the  best 
system  that  could  be  adopted,  would  be  perhaps 
the  best  at  present  within  reach. 

An  abstract  from  the  auditor’s  books  exhibits  the 
condition  ot  the  state  treasury  and  of  the  different 
fund?  of  the  stale.  On  the  general  revenue  account 
there  is  a balance  in  the  treasury  of  something  over 
twenty-three  thousand  dollars.  Of  the  canal  fund 
there  is  a balance  of  eighty-four  thousand  dollars, 
while  for  the  common  school  fund  there  remains  a 
balance  of  only  $78  27.  The  state  debt  is  esti- 
mated at  something  over  twelve  millions,  without 
including  more  than  two  and  a half  millions  receiv- 
ed by  the  state  as  her  portion  of  the  surplus  reve- 
nue of  the  United  States.  The  aggregate  of  ca- 
nal tolls  for  1339  is  $473,483  51,  showing  an  increase 
over  the  last  year’s  receipts  of  more  than  forty-two 
thousand  dollars.  The  tolls  received  from  the 
national  road  this  year  are  a little  over  sixty 
thousand  dollars,  being  nearly  ten  thousand  more 
than  the  amount  received  last  year.  The  con- 
dition ot  the  road  has  been  much  improved. 

The  particulars  and  details  relative  to  the  vari- 
ous canal  routes  in  the  state  need  not  be  touched 
upon  in  this  abstract. 

The  number  of  convicts  now  confined  in  the  Ohio 
euitentiary  is  four  hundred  and  ninety-three, 
’rom  December  1st,  1838,  to  December  1st,  1839, 
the  total  cash  receipts  will  be  (say  in  round  num- 
bers) $54,000 — payments  for  general  suppoit,  &c. 
$35,000,  leaving  a nett  balance  of  $19,000.  The 
report  of  the  directors  of  this-institution  will  give 
you- a more  detailed  and  satisfactory  account  of  its 
operations  for  this  year.  Under  the  superinten- 
dence of  the  present  able  and  indefatigable  warden, 
we  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  affairs  of 
this  institution  will  be  managed  with  skill,  and  a 
just  regard  to  the  objects  of  its  foundation.  Many 
oi  that  highly  respectable  and  valuable  portion  of 
our  fellow  citizens  who  are  engaged  in  mechanical 
occupations  complain  of  the  direction  given  to  the 
labor  of  the  convicts  in  the  penitentiary.  The 
source  from  which  these  complaints  emanate  entitle 
them  to  the  respect  and  careful  consideration  of  the 
legislature,  and  every  relief  which  is  just  and  pro- 
per should  be  granted. 

There  are  about  seventy  pupils  in  the  deaf  and 
dumb  asyium  at  this  time.  Uninterrupted  health 
has  been  enjoyed  by  them  during  the  present  sea- 
son, and  their  improvement  has  been  equal  to  that 
of  any  former  year.  The  great  object  of  this  insti- 
tution being  to  diffuse  moral  and  intellectual  light 
iri  the  minds  of  an  unfortunate  class  of  our  popula- 
tion, and  to  fill  up  a place  in  our  great  system  of 
education,  it  affords  me  a high  degree  of  pleasure 
to  be  able  to  state  that,  at  no  time  since  its  estab- 
lishment, has  tile  institution  been  more  promising 
lor  accomplishing  this  object,  and  at  no  period  ha3 
it  been  more  deserving  that  high  estimation  in 
which  it  has  always  been  held  by  the  public,  than 
at  the  present  time. 

The  lunatic  asylum  is  in  a flourishing  and  pros- 
perous condition.  The  experience  of  a year  lias 
proved  that  the  buildings  are  well  adapted  to  the 


purpose  for  which  they  were  intended.  There  has 
been  a great  press  of  applications  lor  admittance, 
not  only  from  our  own,  but  from  adjoining  states, 
since  the  bouse  was  opened,  and  the  different  halls 
have  been  filled  as  rapidly  as  they  could  be  prepar- 
ed— in  all,  one  hundred  and  fifty-seven  have  been 
received  and  admitted  to  the  benefits  of  ttie  proper 
medical  and  moral  treatment.  Twenty-seven  of 
these  have  been  entirely  restored  to  the  use  of  their 
reason,  and  returned  to  society  and  their  friends. 

It  affords  me  peculiar  pleasure  to  be  able  to  as- 
sure you  of  the  present  prosperity  and  increasing 
importance  of  the  institution  for  (he  instruction  of 
the  blind.  The  present  head  of  this  institution 
commenced  in  July,  1837,  with  three  pupils.  The 
number  has  increased  to  nineteen.  The  new  build- 
ing, although  not  entirely  finished,  is  now  occupied 
by  the  scholars,  and  will  afford  them  great  advan- 
tages hereafter  in  the  successful  prosecution  of  ttieir 
studies,  which  they  have  not  hitherto  enjoyed.  The 
progress  made  by  the  pupils  in  the  various  bran- 
ches of  learning  taugfit  in  the  institution,  is  highly 
creditable  to  themselves,  and  honorable  to  their 
teacher.  The  facility  with  which  intellectual  and 
mechanical  knowledge  can  be  imparted  to  this  un- 
fortunate class  of  citizens,  proves  that  they  are  not 
only  capable  of  receiving  a good  education,  but  of 
becoming  valuable  and  useful  members  of  society. 

These  humane  institutions  have  more  than  met 
the  expectations  of  the  public,  and  they  will  stand 
as  lasting  monuments  of  the  generous  philaiithrophy 
of  their  projectors,  an  honor  to  ttie  state,  and  a bless- 
ing to  the  country. 


TWENTY-SIXTH  CONGRESS— 1st  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

December  20.  A message  was  received  from  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  and  being  of  an  exe- 
cutive character, 

The  senate  went  in  into  an  executive  session,  and 
afterwards,  adjourned. 

December  21.  Immediately  after  the  journal  was 
read,  Mr.  Preston  rose  and  gave  notice  that  he 
would,  as  early  as  legislative  action  would  permit, 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a bill  for  the  relief  of  colonel 
Croghan  and  general  Wool. 

On  motion,  the  senate  adjourned. 

December  23.  A message  was  received  from  the 
house  of  representatives,  through  its  clerk,  inform- 
ing the  senate  that  a quorum  had  been  formed,  and 
that  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  of  Virginia,  was  elected 
speaker;  also,  that  the  house  had  concurred  in  the 
resolution  of  the  senate  that  a joint  committee  be 
appointed  to  wait  on  the  president,  and  inform  him 
that  both  houses  of  congress  had  formed  a quorum, 
and  were  ready  to  receive  any  communication  he 
might  be  pleased  to  make,  and  that  Messrs.  Everett 
and  Ramsey  were  appointed  the  committee  on  the 
part  of  the  house. 

Petitions  were  presented,  and  referred  to  their 
appropriate  committees,  by  Mr.  White,  of  Tennes- 
see; by  Mr.  Merrick;  by  Mr.  Pierce;  by  Mr.  Clay, 
of  Alabama;  by  Mr.  Benton;  by  Mr.  Lumpkin;  by' 
Mr.  Sevier;  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana;  and  various 
motions  were  made  to  take  papers  from  the  file  in 
the  secretary’s  office  relating  to  private  affairs,  and 
refer  them  to  the  proper  committees. 

Mr.  Merrick  presented  a petition  from  the  citi- 
zens of  Washington,  praying  the  erection  of  a hos- 
pital and  lunatic  asylum.  Referred  to  the  commit- 
tee for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Benton  presented  a memorial  from  the  offi- 
cers of  the  4th  regiment  of  artillery,  praying  an  in- 
crease and  equalization  of  their  pay. 

Mr.  Tappan  presented  the  proceedings  of  a meet- 
ing of  the  citizens  of  Cincinnati,  recommending  to 
congress  to  grant  a donation  of  public  land  to  Sig- 
nora America  Vespucci;  which  were  referred  to  the 
committee  on  the  public  lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Prentiss,  the  petition  of  Ira 
Day,  presented  at  the  last  session,  but  not  finally 
acted  upon,  praying  compensation  for  certain  servi- 
ces in  transporting  the  mail  of  the  United  States, 
was  again  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  post 
office  and  post  roads. 

Mr.  Calhoun  presented  a petition  praying  a sur- 
vey of  the  Wabash.  Referred  to  the  committee  on 
military  affairs. 

Mr.  Wall  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on  to-mor- 
row, ask  leave  to  bring  in  a bill  to  prevent  the 
counterfeiting  or  uttering  of  any  counterfeit  foreign 
gold  or  silver. 

Also,  a bill  to  amend  “ari  act  to  provide  for  the 
punishment  of  certain  crimes  against  the  United 
States,  and  for  other  purposes.” 

Mr.  Young  gave  notice  that  he  would,  as  soon  as 
the  seriate  could  proceed  to  legislative  business, 
ask  leave  to  introduce  bills  of  the  following  titles: 

A bill  granting  to  (he  state  of  Illinois  the  right 
of  way  through  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States 
and  for  other  purposes,  1 


A bill  authorising  the  president  of  the  United 
States  to  cause  the  reserved  lead  mines  belonging 
to  the  United  States  in  the  several  states  and  terri- 
tories to  be  sold  as  other  public  lands. 

A bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  and  minor  heirs- 
at-law  of  Samuel  Hill,  deceased. 

A bill  for  the  relief  of  Ephraim  Sprague. 

A hill  lor  the  relief  of  James  Dutton. 

A bill  for  the  relief  of  Jane  Waller. 

A bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  H.  Owen,  John 
W.  Skidmore,  and  others. 

Mr.  Clayton  gave  notice  (hat  he  would,  on  to- 
morrow, ask  leave  to  bring  in  a bill  for  the  relief  of 
Irvine  Shubriclc. 

Notices  were  also  given  of  numerous  other  pri- 
vate bills. 

A resolution  was  introduced  by  Mr.  Lumpkin, 
asking  (he  committee  on  the  post  office  and  post 
roads  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  creating  a 
certain  post  route  from  a town  in  Georgia  to  another 
in  the  state  of  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  L.  at  the  same  time  mentioned  that  the  le- 
gislature of  Georgia  had  instructed  the  representa- 
tion from  that  state  to  endeavor  to  effect  the  same; 
which  papers  were  referred  to  the  committee  on  the 
post  office  and  post  roads. 

Mr.  Benton  offered  a joint  resolution  providing 
that  two  chaplains,  of  different  denominations,  be 
elected  by  the  two  houses  of  congress,  to  interchange 
weekly.  Mr.  B.  said,  if  (here  was  no  objection,  he 
would  be  glad  to  have  Ihe  resolution  adopted  at 
once. 

The  chair  remarked  that,  by  a rule  of  the  senate, 
joint  resolutions  involving  expenditure  were  requir- 
ed to  have  three  separate  readings,  on  three  different 
days;  but  the  rule  might  be  dispensed  with  by  the 
unanimous  consent  of  the  senate. 

No  objection  having  been  offered,  the  resolution 
had  its  three  several  readings,  and  was  passed. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  joint  committee  appointed 
to  wait  on  the  president  and  inform  him  that  con- 
gress was  ready  to  receive  any  communication  he 
might  be  pleased  to  make,  reported  that  the  com- 
mittee had  performed  its  duty,  and  the  president  had 
stated  in  reply  that  he  would  communicate  his  mes- 
sage to-morrow,  at  12  o’clock. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  White,  the  senate  went  into  the 
consideration  of  executive  business,  and,  after  a 
short  session,  adjourned. 

December  24.  At  twelve  o’clock  to-day,  the  pre- 
sident communicated  to  the  senate,  the  following 

message: 

Fellow  citizens  of  the  senate 

and  house  of  representatives: 

I regret  that  I cannot,  on  this  occasion,  congratulate 
you  that  the  past  year  has  been  one  of  unalloyed  pros- 
perity. The  ravages  of  fire  and  disease  have  painfully 
afflicted  otherwise  flouiishing  portions  of  our  country; 
and  serious  embarrassments  yet  derange  the  trade  of 
many  of  our  cities.  But,  notwithstanding  these  adverse 
circumstances,  that  general  prosperity  which  has  been 
heretofore  so  bountifully  bestowed  upon  us  by  the  Au- 
thor of  all  good  still  continues  to  call  for  our  warmest 
gratitude.  Especially  have  we  reason  to  rejoice  in  the 
exuberant  harvests  which  have  lavishly  recompensed 
well  directed  industry,  and  given  to  it  that  sure  reward 
which  is  vainly  sought  in  visionary  speculations.  I 
cannot  indeed  view,  without  peculiar  satisfaction,  the 
evidences  afforded  by  the  past  season  of  the  benefits 
that  spring  from  the  steady  devotion  of  the  husband- 
man to  his  honorable  pursuit.  No  means  ofindividual 
comfort  is  more  certain,  and  no  source  of  national  pros- 
perity is  so  sure.  Nothing  can  compensate  a people 
for  a dependence  upon  others  for  the  bread  they  eat; 
and  that  cheerful  abundance  on  which  the  happiness 
of  every  one  so  much  depends,  is  to  be  looked  for  no- 
where with  such  sure  reliance  as  in  the  industry  of 
the  agriculturist  and  he  bounties  of  the  earth. 

With  foreign  countries,  our  relations  exhibit  the  same 
favorable  aspect  which  was  presented  in  my  last  an- 
nual message,  and  afford  continued  proof  of  the  wis- 
dom of  the  pacific,  just  and  forbearing  policy  adopted 
by  the  first  administration  of  the  federal  government, 
and  pursued  by  its  successors.  The  extraordinary 
powers  vested  in  me  by  an  act  of  congress,  for  the 
defence  of  the  country  in  an  emergency,  considered  so 
far  probable  as  to  require  that  the  executive  should 
possess  ample  means  to  meet  it,  have  not  been  exerted. 
They  have,  therefore,  been  attended  with  no  other  re- 
sult than  to  increase,  by  the  confidence  thus  reposed  in 
me,  my  obligations  to  maintain,  with  religious  exact- 
ness, the  cardinal  principles  that  govern  our  intercourse 
with  other  nations.  Happily,  in  our  pending  questions 
with  Great  Britain,  out  of  which  this  unusual  grant  of 
authority  arose,  nothing  has  occurred  to  require  its 
exertion;  and  as  it  is  about  to  return  to  the  legislature, 

I (rust  that  no  future  necessity  may  call  fjr  its  exercise 
by  them,  or  its  delegation  to  another  department  of  the 
government. 

For  the  settlement  of  our  northeastern  boundary,  the 
proposition  promised  by  Great  Britain  for  a commission 
of  exploration  and  survey,  has  been  received,  and  a 
counter  project,  including  also  a provision  for  the  certain 
and  final  adjustment  of  the  limits  in  dispute,  is  now  be- 
fore  the  British  government  for  its  consideration.  A just 
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regard  to  the  delicate  state  of  this  question,  and  a pro- 
per respect  for  the  natural  impatience  of  the  state  of 
Maine,  not  less  than  a conviction  that  the  negotiation 
has  been  already  protracted  longer  than  is  prudent  on 
the  part  of  either  government,  have  led  me  to  believe 
that  the  present  favorable  moment  should  on  no  ac- 
count be  suffered  to  pass  without  putting  the  question 
forever  at  rest.  I feel  confident  that  the  government 
of  her  Britannic  majesty  will  take  the  same  view  of 
this  subject,  as  1 am  persuaded  it  is  governed  by  de- 
sires equally  strong  and  sincere  for  the  amicable  termi- 
nation of  the  controversy. 

To  the  intrinsic  difficulties  of  questions  of  boundary 
lines,  especially  those  described  in  regions  unoccupied, 
and  but  partially  known,  is  to  be  added  in  our  country 
the  embarrassment  necessarily  arising  out  of  qur  con- 
stitution, by  which  the  general  government  is  made 
the  organ  of  negotiating,  and  deciding  upon  the  par- 
ticular interests  of  the  states  on  whose  frontiers  these 
lines  are  to  be  traced.  To  avoid  another  controversy 
in  which  a state  government  might  rightfully  claim  to 
have  her  wishes  consulted,  previously  to  the  conclusion 
of  conventional  arrangements  concerning  her  rights  of 
jurisdiction  or  terrritory,  I have  thought  it  necessary  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  government  of  Great  Britain  to 
another  portion  of  our  conterminous  dominion,  of  which 
the  division  still  remains  to  be  adjusted.  I refer  to  the 
line  from  the  entrance  of  Lake  Superior  to  the  most 
northwestern  point  of  the  lake  of  the  woods,  stipula- 
tions for  the  settlement  of  which  are  to  be  found  in  the 
seventh  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent-  The  commis- 
sioners appointed  under  that  article  by  the  two  govern- 
ments having  differed  in  their  opinions,  made  separate 
reports,  according  to  its  stipulations,  upon  the  points  of 
disagreement,  and  these  differences  are  now  to  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  arbitration  of  some  friendly  sovereign  or 
state.  The  disputed  point  should  be  settled,  and  the 
line  designated,  before  the  territorial  government,  of 
which  it  is  one  of  the  boundaries,  takes  its  place  in  the 
union  as  a state;  and  I rely  upon  the  cordial  co-opera- 
tion of  the  British  government  to  effect  that  object. 

There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  disturbances 
like  those  which  lately  agitated  the  neighboring  British 
provinces  will  not  again  prove  the  sources  of  border 
contentions,  or  interpose  obstacles  to  the  continuance 
of  that  good  understanding  which  it  is  the  mutual  in- 
terest of  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  to  pre- 
serve and  maintain. 

Within  the  provinces  themselves  tranquillity  is  re- 
stored, and  on  our  frontier  that  misguided  sympathy  in 
favor  of  what  was  presumed  to  be  a general  effort  in 
behalf  of  popular  rights,  and  which  in  some  instances 
misled  a few  of  our  more  inexperienced  citizens,  has 
subsided  into  a rational  conviction  strongly  opposed  to 
all  intermeddling  with  the  internal  affairs  of  our  neigh- 
bors. The  people  of  the  United  .States  feel,  as  it  is 
hoped  they  always  will,  a warm  solicitude  for  the  suc- 
cess of  all  who  are  sincerely  endeavoring  to  improve 
the  political  condition  of  mankind.  This  generous 
feeling  they  cherish  towards  the  most  distant  nations; 
and  it  was  natural,  therefore,  that  it  should  be  awak- 
ened with  more  than  common  warmth  in  behalf  of  their 
immediate  neighbors.  But  it  does  not  belong  to  their 
character,  as  a community,  to  seek  the  gratification  of 
those  feelings  in  acts  which  violate  their  duty  as  citizens, 
endanger  the  peace  of  their  country,  and  tend  to  bring 
upon  it  the  stain  of  a violated  faith  towards  foreign  na- 
tions. If  zealous  to  confer  benefits  on  others,  they  ap- 
pear for  a moment  to  lose  sight  of  the  permanent  ob- 
ligations imposed  upon  them  as  citizens,  they  are  sel- 
dom long  misled.  From  all  the  information  I receive, 
confirmed  to  some  extent  by  personal  observation,  ! 
am  satisfied  that  no  one  can  now  hope  to  engage  in 
such  enterprises  without  encountering  public  indigna- 
tion, in  addition  to  the  severest  penalties  of  the  law. 

Recent  information  also  leads  me  to  hope  that  the 
emigrants  from  her  majesty’s  provinces,  yvho  have 
sought  refuge  within  our  boundaries,  are  disposed  to 
become  peaceable  residents,  and  to  abstain  from  all 
attempts  to  endanger  the  peace  of  that  country  which 
has  afforded  them  an  asylum.  On  a review  of  the  oc- 
currences on  both  sides  of  the  line,  it  is  satisfactory  to 
reflect,  that  in  almost  every  complaint  against  our 
country,  the  offence  may  be  traced  to  emigrants  from 
the  provincies  who  have  sought  refuge  here.  In  the 
few  instances  in  which  they  were  aided  by  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  the  acts  of  these  misguided  men 
were  not  only  in  direct  contravention  of  the  laws  and 
well  known  wishes  of  their  own  government,  but  met 
with  the  decided  disapprobation  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States. 

I regret  to  state  the  appearance  of  a different-spirit 
among  her  majesty’s  subjects  in  the  Canadas.  The 
sentiments  of  hostility  to  our  people  and  institutions, 
which  have  been  so  frequently  expressed  there,  and  the 
disregard  of  our  rights  which  have  been  manifested  on 
some  occasions,  have,  I am  sorry  to  say,  been  applaud- 
ed and  encouraged  by  the  people,  and  even  by  some 
of  the  surbordinate  local  authorities,  of  the  provinces. 
The  chief  officers  in  Canada  fortunately  have  not  en- 
tertained the  same  feeling,  and  have  probably  prevent- 
ed excesses  that  must  have  been  fatal  to  the  peace  of 
the  two  countries. 

I look  forward  anxiously  to  a period  when  all  the 
transactions  which  have  grown  out  of  this  condition  of 
our  affairs,  and  which  have  been  made  the  subjects  of 
complaint  and  remonstrance  by  the  two  governments 
respectively,  shall  be  fully  examined,  and  the  proper 
satisfaction  given  where  it  is  due  from  either  side. 

Nothing  has  occurred  to  disturb  the  harmony  of  our 
intercourse  with  Austria,  Belgium,  Denmark,  France, 


Naples,  Portugal,  Prussia,  Russia  or  Sweden.  The 
internal  state  of  Spain  has  sensibly  improved,  and  a 
well  grounded  hope  exists  that  the  return  of  peace  will 
restore  to  the  people  of  that  country  their  former  pros- 
perity, and  enable  the  government  to  fulfil  all  its  ob- 
ligations at  home  and  abroad.  The  government  of 
Portugal,  I have  the  satisfaction  to  state,  has  paid  in 
full  the  eleventh  ar.d  last  instalment  due  to  our  citizens, 
for  the  claims  embraced  in  the  settlement  made  with  it 
on  the  third  of  March,  1837. 

I lay  before  you  treaties  of  commerce  negotiated  with 
the  kings  of  Sardinia  and  of  the  Netherlands,  the  ra- 
tifications of  which  have  been  exchanged  since  the 
adjournment  of  congress.  The  liberal  principles  of 
these  treaties  will  recommend  them  to  your  approba- 
tion. That  with  Sardinia  is  the  first  treaty  of  com- 
merce formed  by  that  kingdom,  and  it  will,  I trust, 
answer  the  expectations  of  the  present  sovereign,  by 
aiding  the  development  of  the  resources  of  his  country, 
and  stimulating  the  enterpise  of  his  people.  That  with 
the  Netherlands  happily  terminates  a long  existing 
subject  of  dispute,  and  removes  from  our  commercial 
intercourse  ali  apprehension  of  embarrassment.  The 
king  of  the  Netherlands  has  also,  in  further  illustration 
of  his  character  for  justice,  and  of  his  desire  to  re- 
move every  cause  of  dissatisfaction,  made  compensa- 
tion for  ah  American  vessel  captured  in  1800  by  a 
French  privateer,  and  carried  into  Curacoa,  where  the 
proceeds  were  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  colony, 
then,  and  for  a short  time  after,  under  the  dominion  of 
Holland. 

The  death  of  the  late  sultan  has  produced  no  altera- 
tion in  our  relations  with  Turkey.  Our  newly  appoint- 
ed minister  resident  has  reached  Constantinople,  and  I 
have  received  assurances  from  the  present  ruler  that 
the  obligations  of  our  treaty,  and  those  of  friendship, 
will  be  fulfilled  by  himself  in  the  same  spirit  that  ac- 
tuated his  illustrious  father. 

I regret  to  be  obliged  to  inform  you  that  no  conven- 
tion for  the  settlement  of  the  claims  of  oar  citizens 
upon  Mexico  has  yet  been  ratified  by  the  government 
of  that  country.  The  first  convention  formed  for  that 
purpose  was  not  presented  by  the  president  of  Mexico 
for  the  approbation  of  its  congress,  from  a belief  that 
the  king  of  Prussia,  the  arbitrator  in  case  of  disagree- 
ment in  the  joint  commission  to  be  appointed  by  the 
United  States  and  Mexico,  would  not  consent  to  take 
upon  himself  that  friendly  office.  Although  not  en- 
tirely satisfied  with  the  course  pursued  by  Mexico,  I 
felt  no  hesitation  in  receiving,  in  the  most  conciliatory 
spirit,  the  explanation  offered,  and  also  cheerfully  con- 
sented to  a new  convention,  in  order  to  arrange  the 
payments  proposed  to  he  made  to  our  citizens,  in  a 
manner  which,  while  equally  just  to  them,  was  deem- 
ed less  onerous  and  inconvenient  to  the  Mexican  go- 
vernment. Relying  confidently  upon  the  intentions  of 
that  government,  Mr.  Ellis  was  directed  to  repair  to 
"Mexico,  and  diplomatic  intercourse  has  been  resumed 
between  the  two  countries.  The  new  convention  has, 
he  informs  us,  been  recently  submitted  by  the  presi- 
dent of  that  republic  to  its  congress,  under  circum- 
stances which  promise  a speedy  ratification;  a result 
which  I cannot  allow  myself  to  doubt. 

Instructions  have  been  given  to  the  commissioner  of 
the  United  States  under  our  convention  with  Texas, 
for  the  demarkation  of  the  line  which  separates  us 
from  that  republic.  The  commissioners  of  both  go- 
vernments met  in  New  Orleans  in  August  last.  The 
joint  commission  was  organized,  and  adjourned  to 
convene  at  the  same  plaee  on  the  twelfth  of  October. 
It  is  presumed  to  be  now  in  the  performance  of  its 
duties. 

The  new  government  of  Texas  has  shown  its  desire 
to  cultivate  friendly  relations  with  us,  bv  a prompt  re- 
paration for  injuries  complained  of  in  the  cases  Of  two 
vessels  of  the  United  Stales. 

With  Central  America  a convention  has  been  con- 
cluded for  the  renewal  of  its  former  treaty  with  the 
United  States.  This  was  not  ratified  before  the  depar- 
ture of  our  late  charge  d’affaires  from  that  county, 
arid  the  copy  of  it  brought  by  him  was  not  received 
before  the  adjournment  of  the  senate  at  the  last  ses- 
sion. In  the  mean  while,  the  poriod  limited  for  the 
exchange  of  ratifications  having  expired,  I deemed  it 
expedient,  in  consequence  of  the  death  of  the  charge 
d’affaires,  to  send  a special  agent  to  Central  America, 
to  close  the  affairs  of.  our  mission  there,  and  to  arrange 
with  the  government  an  extension  of  the  time  for  tie 
exchange  of  ratifications. 


The  commission  created  by  the  states  which  former- 
ly composed  the  republic  of  Columbia,  for  adjusting  the 
claims  against  that  government,  has,  by  a very  unex- 
pected construction  of  the  treaty  under  which  it  acts, 
decided  that  no  provision  was  made  for  those  claims  of 
citizens  of  the  United  States  which  arose  from  cap- 
tures by  Colombian  privateers,  and  were  adjudged 
against  the  claimants  in  the  judicial  tribunals.  This 
decision  will  compel  the  United  States  to  apply  to  the 
several  governments  formerly  united  for  redress.  With 
all  these — New  Granada,  Venezuela  and  Ecuador,  a 
perfectly  good  understanding  exists.  Our  treaty  with 
Venezuela  is  faithfully  carried  into  execution,  and  that 
country,  in  the  enjoyment  of  tranquillity,  is  gradually 
advancing  in  prosperity  under  the  guidance  of  its  pre- 
sent distinguished  president,  general  Paez.  With 
Ecuador,  a liberal  commercial  convention  has  lately 
been  concluded,  which  will  be  transmitted  to  the  se- 
nate at  an  early  day. 

With  the  great  American  empire  of  Brazil  our  rela- 
tions continue  unchanged,  as  does  our  friendly  inter- 


course with  the  other  governments  of  South  America 
— the  Argentine  republic,  and  the  republics  of  Uruguay, 
Chili,  Peru  and  Bolivia.  The  dissolution  of  the  Peru 
Bolivian  confederation  may  occasion  some  temporary 
inconvenience  to  eur  citizens  in  that  quarter,  but  the 
obligations  on  the  new  governments  which  have  arisen 
out  of  that  confederation  to  observe  its  treaty  stipula- 
tions, will  no  doubt  be  soon  understood,  and  it  is  pre- 
sumed that  no  indisposition  will  exist  to  fulfil  those 
which  it  contracted,with  the  United  States. 

The  financial  operations  of  the  government  during 
the  present  year  have,  I am  happy  to  say,  been  very 
successful.  The  difficulties  under  which  "the  treasury 
department  has  labored  from  known  defects  in  the  ex- 
isting laws  relative  to  the  safe  keeping  of  the  public 
moneys,  aggravated  by  the  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments by  several  of  the  banks  holding  public  deposites, 
or  indebted  to  public  officers  for  notes  received  in  pay- 
ment of  public  dues,  have  been  surmounted  to  a very 
gratifying  extent.  The  large  current  expenditures 
have  been  punctually  met,  and  the  faith  of  the  govern- 
ment in  all  its  pecuniary  concern  has  been  scrupulous- 
ly maintained. 

The  nineteen  millions  of  treasury  notes  authorised 
by  the  act  of  congress  of  1837,  and  the  modifications 
thereof,  with  a view  to  the  indulgence  of  merchants  on 
their  duty  bonds,  and  of  the  deposite  banks  in  the 
payment  of  public  moneys  held  by  them,  have  been  so 
punctually  redeemed  as  to  leave  less  than  the  original 
ten  millions  outstanding  at  any  one  time,  and  the 
whole  amount  unredeemed  now  falls  short  of  three 
millions.  Of  these  the  chief  portion  is  not  due  till  next 
year,  and  the  whole  would  have  been  already  extin- 
guished could  the  treasury  have  realized  the  payments 
due  to  it  from  the  banks.  If  those  due  from  them  dur- 
ing the  next  year  shall  be  punctually  made,  and  if  con- 
gress shall  keep  the  appropriations  within  the  estimates, 
there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  all  the  outstanding 
treasury  notes  can  be  redeemed,  and  the  ordinary  ex- 
penses defrayed,  without  imposing  on  the  people  any 
additional  burden,  either  of  loans  or  increased  taxes. 

To  avoid  this,  and  to  keep  the  expenditures  within 
reasonable  bounds,  is  a duty,  second  only  in  import- 
ance to  the  preservation  of  our  national  character, 
and  the  protection  of  our  citizens  in  their  civil  and  poli- 
tical rights.  The  creation,  in  time  of  peace,  of  a debt 
likely  to  become  permanent,  is  an  evil  for  which  there 
is  no  equivalent.  The  rapidity  with  which  many  of 
the  states  are  apparently  approaching  to  this  condition, 
admonishes  us  of  our  own  duties,  in  a manner  too 
impressive  to  be  disregarded.  One,  not  the  least  im- 
portant, is  to  keep  the  federal  government  always  in  a 
condition  to  discharge,  with  ease  and  vigor,  its  highest 
functions,  should  their  exercise  be  required  by  any 
sudden  conjuncture  of  public  affairs — a condition  to 
which  we  are  always  exposed,  and  which  may  occur 
when  it  is  least  expected.  To  this  end,  it  is  indispensa- 
ble that  its  finances  should  be  untrammelled,  and  its 
resources,  as  far  as  practicable,  unincumbered.  No 
circumstance  could  present  greater  obstacles  to  the  ac- 
complishment of  these  vitally  important  objects,  than 
the  creation  of  an  onerous  national  debt.  Our  own 
experience,  and  also  that  of  other  nations,  have  de- 
monstrated the  unavoidable  and  fearful  rapidity  with 
which  a public  debt  is  increased,  when  the  govern- 
ment lias  once  surrendered  itself  to  the  ruinous  prac- 
tice of  supplying  its  supposed  necessities  by  new 
loans.  The  struggle,  therefore,  on  our  part,  to  be  suc- 
cessful, must  be  made  at  the  threshold.  To  make  our 
efforts  effective,  severe  economy  is  necessary.  This  is 
the  surest  provision  for  the  national  welfare;  and  it  is. 
at  the  same  time,  the  best  preservative  of  the  princi- 
ples on  which  our  institutions  rest.  Simplicity  and 
economy  in  the  affairs  of  state  have  never  failed  to 
chasten  and  invigorate  republican  principles,  while 
these  have  been  as  surely  subverted  by  national  prodi- 
gality, under  whatever  specious  pretexts  it  'may  have 
been  introduced  or  fostered. 

These  considerations  cannot  be  lost  upon  a people 
who  have  never  been  inattentive  to  the  effect  of  their 
policy  upon  the  institutions  they  have  created  for  them- 
selves; but  at  the  present  moment  their  force  is  aug- 
mented by  the  necessity  which  a decreasing  revenue 
must  impose.  The  check  lately  given  to  the  importa- 
tions of  articles  subject  to  duties,  the  derangements  in 
the  operations  of  internal  trade,  and  especially  the  re- 
duction gradually  taking  place  in  our  tariff  of  duties, 
all  tend  materially  to  lessen  our  receipts;  indeed  it  is 
probable  that  the  diminution  resulting  from  the  last 
cause  alone,  will  not  fall  short  of  five  millions  of  dol- 
lars in  the  year  1842,  as  the  final  reduction  of  all  du- 
ties to  twenty  per  cent,  then  takes  effect.  The  whole 
revenue  then  accruing  from  the  customs,  and  from  the 
sales  of  public  lands,  if  not  more,  will  undoubtedly  be 
wanted  to  defray  the  necessary  expenses  of  the  go- 
vernment under  the  most  prudent  administration  of  its 
affairs.  These  are  circumstances  that  impose  the  ne- 
cessity of  rigid  economy,  and  require  its  prompt  and 
constant  exercise.  With  the  legislature  rest  the  pow- 
er and  duty  of  so  adjusting  the  public  expenditure  as 
to  promote  this  end.  By  the  provisions  of  the  consti- 
tution, it  is  only  in  consequence  of  appropriations  made 
by  law,  that  money  can  be  drawn  from  the  treasury;  no 
instance  has  occurred  since  the  establishment  of  the 
government  in  which  the  executive,  though  a compo- 
nent part  of  the  legislative  power,  has  interposed  an 
objection  to  an  appropriation  bill  on  the  sole  ground  of 
its  extravagance.  His  duty  in  this  respect  has  been 
considered  fulfilled  by  requesting  such  appropriations, 
only  as  the  public  service  may  be  reasonably  expected 
to  require.  In  the  present  earnest  direction  cf  the  pub- 
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lie  mind  towards  this  subject,  both  the  executive  and 
the  legislature  have  evidence  of  the  strict  responsibility 
to  which  they  will  beheld;  and  while  I am  conscious 
of  my  own  anxious  efforts  to  perform  with  fidelity  this 
portion  of  my  public  functions,  it  is  a satisfaction  to  me 
to  be  able  to  count  on  a cordial  co-operation  from  you. 

At  the  time  I entered  upon  my  present  duties,  our 
ordinary  disbursements — without  including  those  on 
account  of  the  public  debt,  the  post  office,  and  the  trust 
funds  in  the  charge  of  the  government — had  been 
largely  increased  by  appropriations  for  the  removal  of 
the  Indians,  for  repelling  Indian  hostilities,  and  for 
other  less  urgent  expenses  which  grew  out  of  an  over- 
flowing treasury.  Independent  of  the  redemption  of 
the  public  debt  and  trusts,  the  gross  expenditures  of 
seventeen  and  eighteen  millions  in  1834  and  1835  had, 
by  these  causes,  swelled  to  twenty-nine  millions  in 
1836;  and  the  appropriations  for  1837,  made  previously 
to  the  4th  of  March,  caused  the  expenditure  to  rise  to 
the  very  large  amount  of  thirty-three  millions.  We 
were  enabled,  during  the  year  1838,  notwithstanding 
the  continuance  of  our  Indian  embarrassment,  some- 
what to  reduce  this  amount;  and  that  for  the  present 
year,  1839,  will  not,  in  all  probability,  exceed  twenty- 
six  millions — or  six  millions  less  than  it  was  last  year. 
With  a determination,  so  far  as  depends  on  me  to  con- 
tinue this  reduction,  1 have  directed  the  estimates  for 
1849  to  be  subjected  to  the  severest  scrutiny,  and  to  be 
limited  to  the  absolute  requirements  of  the  public  ser- 
vice. They  will  be  found  less  than  the  expenditures  of 
1839  by  over  five  millions  of  dollars. 

Tite  precautionary  measures  which  will  be  recom- 
mended by  die  secretary  of  the  treasury,  to  protect 
faithful  the  public  credit  under  the  fluctuations  and  con- 
tingencies tj  which  our  receipts  and  expenditures  are 
exposed,  and  especially  in  a commercial  crisis  like  the 
present,  are  commended  to  your  early  attention. 

On  a former  occasion  your  attention  was  invited  to 
various  considerations  in  support  of  a pre-empdon  law 
in  behalf  of  the  settlers  on  the  public  lands;  and  also 
of  a law  graduating  the  prices  for  such  lands  as  had 
long  been  in  the  market  unsold,  in  consequence  of  their 
inferior  quality.  The  execution  of  the  act  which  was 
assed  on  the  first  subject  lias  been  attended  with  the 
appiest  consequences,  in  quieting  titles,  and  securing 
improvements  to  the  industrious;  and  it  has  also  to  a 
very  gratifying  extent,  been  exempt  from  the  frauds 
which  were  practised  under  previous  pre-emption  laws. 
It  has,  at  the  same  time,  as  was  anticipated,  contribut- 
ed liberally  during  the  present  year  to  the  receipts  of 
the  treasury. 

The  passage  of  a graduation  law,  with  the  guards 
before  recommended,  would  also,  I am  persuaded,  add 
considerably  to  the  revenue  for  several  years,  and  prove 
in  other  respects  just  and  beneficial. 

Your  early  consideration  of  the  subject  is,  therefore, 
once  more  earnestly  requested. 

The  present  condition  of  the  defences  of  our  princi- 
pal seaports  and  navy  yards,  as  represented  by  the  ac- 
companying report  of  the  secretary  of  war,  calls  for 
the  early  and  serious  attention  of  congress;  and,  as  con- 
necting itself  intimately  with  this  subject,  I cannot  re- 
commend too  strongly  to  your  consideration  the  plan 
submitted  by  that  officer  for  the  organization  of  the 
militia  of  the  United  States. 

In  conformity  with  the  expressed  wishes  of  congress, 
an  attempt  was  made  in  the  spring  to  terminate  the 
Florida  war  by  negotiation.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that 
these  humane  intentions  should  have  been  frustrated, 
and  that  the  effort  to  bring  these  unhappy  difficuliies  to 
a satisfactory  conclusion  should  have  faded.  But,  after 
entering  into  solemn  engagements  with  the  command- 
ing general,  the  Indians,  without  any  provocation,  re- 
commenced their  acts  of  treachery  and  murder.  The 
renewal  of  hostilities  in  that  territory  renders  it  neces- 
sary that  I should  recommend  to  your  favorable  con- 
sideration the  plan  which  will  be  submitted  to  you  by 
the  secretary  of  war,  in  order  to  enable  that  department 
to  conduct  them  to  a successful  issue. 

Having  had  an  opportunity  of  personally  inspecting 
a portion  of  the  troops  during  the  last  summer,  it  gives 
me  pleasure  to  bear  testimony  to  the  success  of  the  ef- 
fort to  improve  their  discipline,  by  keeping  them  toge- 
ther in  as  large  bodies  as  the  nature  of  our  service  will 
permit.  I recommend,  therefore,  that  commodious  and 
permanent  barracks  be  constructed  at  the  several  posts 
designated  by  the  secretary  of  war.  Notwithstanding 
the  high  state  of  their  discipline  and  excellent  police, 
the  evils  resulting  to  the  service  from  the  deficiency  of 
company  officers  were  very  apparent,  and  I recom- 
mended that  the  staff  officers  be  permanently  separat- 
ed from  the  line. 

The  navy  has  been  usefully  and  honorably  employ- 
ed in  protecting  the  rights  and  property  of  our  citizens, 
wherever  the  condition  of  affairs  seemed  to  require  its 
presence.  With  the  exception  of  one  instance,  where 
an  outrage,  accompanied  by  murder,  was  committed 
on  a vessel  of  the  United  States  while  engaged  in  a 
lawful  commerce,  nothing  is  known  to  have  occurred  to 
impede  or  molest  the  enterprise  of  our  citizens  on  that 
element  where  it  is  so  signally  displayed.  On  learning 
this  daring  act  of  piracy,  commodore  Reed  proceeded 
im  nediately  to  the  spot,  and  receiving  no  satisfaction, 
cither  in  the  surrender  of  the  murderers  or  the  restora- 
tion of  the  plundered  property,  inflicted  severe  and  me- 
rited chastisement  on  the  barbarians. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  report  of  the  secretary  ot  the 
navy  respecting  the  disposition  of  our  ships  of  war,  that 
it  h is  been  deemed  necessary  to  station  a competent 
force  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  to  prevent  a fradulent  use 
of  our  flag  by  foreigners. 


Recent  experience  has  shown  that  the  provisions  in 
our  existing  taws  which  relate  to  the  sale  and  transfer 
of  American  vessels  while  abroad,  are  extremely  de- 
fective. Advantage  has  been  taken  of  these  defects  to 
give  to  vessels  wholly  belonging  to  foreigners,  and  na- 
vi»atin»  the  ocean,  an  apparent  American  ownership. 
This  character  has  been  so  well  simulated  as  to  afford 
them  comparative  security  in  prosecuting  the  slave 
trade,  a traffic  emphatically  denounced  in  our  statutes, 
regarded  with  abhorrence  by  our  citizens,  and  of  which 
the  effectual  suppression  is  nowhere  more  sincerely  de- 
sired than  in  the  United  States.  These  circumstances 
make  it  proper  to  recommend  to  your  early  attention  a 
careful  revision  of  these  laws,  so  that  without  impeding 
the  freedom  and  facilities  of  our  navigation,  or  impair- 
ing an  important  branch  of  our  industry  connected 
with  it.  the  integrity  and  honor  of  our  flag  may  be 
carefully  preserved.  Infaimalion  derived  from  our 
consul  at  Havana,  showing  the  necessity  of  this,  was 
communicated  to  a committee  of  the  senate  near  the 
close  of  the  last  session,  bur  too  late,  as  it  appeared,  to  be 
acted  upon.  It  will  be  brought  to  your  notice  by  the 
proper  department,  with  additional  communications 
from  other  sources. 

The  latest  accounts  from  the  exploring  expedition  re- 
present it  as  proceeding  successfully  in  its  objects,  and 
promising  results  no  less  useful  to  trade  and  navigation 
than  to  science. 

The  extent  of  post  roads  covered  by  mail  service  on 
the  first  of  July  last,  was  about  133,999  miles,  and  the 
rate  of  annual  transportation  upon  them  34,490,878 
miles.  The  number  of  post  offices  on  that  day  was 
twelve  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  and  on 
the  thirtieth  ultimo,  thirteen  thousand  and  twenty- 
eight. 

The  revenue  of  the  post  office  department  for  the 
year  ending  with  the  30th  of  June  last,  was  four  mil- 
lion four  hundred  and  seventy-six  thousand  six  hundred 
and  thirty-eight  dollars — exhibiting  an  increase  over  the 
preceding  year  of  two  hundred  and  forty-one  thousand 
five  hundred  and  sixty  dollars.  The  engagements  and 
liabilities  of  the  department  for  the  same  period  are 
four  million  six  hundred  and  twenty-four  thousand  one 
hundred  and  seventeen  dollars. 

The  excess  of  liabilities  over  the  revenue  for  the  last 
two  years  has  been  met  out  of  the  surplus  which  had 
previously  accumulated.  The  cash  on  hand  on  the 
theirtieth  ultimo,  was  about  $206,701  95,  and  the  cur- 
rent income  of  the  department  varies  very  little  from 
the  rate  of  current  expenditures.  Most  of  the  service 
suspended  last  year  has  been  restored,  and  most  of  the 
new  routes  established  by  the  act  of  7th  July,  1838, 
have  been  set  in  operation  at  an  annual  cost  of 
$136,963.  Notwithstanding  the  pecuniary  difficulties 
of  the  country,  the  department  appears  to  be  increasing; 
and  unless  it  shall  be  seriously  checked  by  the  recept 
suspension  ol  payment  by  so  many  of  the  banks,  it 
will  be  able  not  only  to  maintain  the  present  mail  ser- 
vice, but  in  a short  time  to  extend  it.  It  is  gratifying  to 
witness  the  promptitude  and  fidelity  with  which  the 
agents  of  this  department  in  general  perform  their  pub- 
lic duties. 

Some  difficulties  have  arisen  in  relation  to  contracts 
for  the  transportation  of  the  mails  by  rail  road  and 
steamboats  companies.  It  appears  that  the  maximum 
of  compensation  provided  by  congress  for  the  trans- 
portation of  the  mails  upon  rail  roads  is  not  sufficient  to 
mducesome  of  the  companies  to  convey  them  at  such 
hours  as  are  required  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
public.  It  is  one  of  the  most  important  duties  of  the 
general  government  to  provide  and  maintain  for  the 
use  of  the  people  of  the  states  the  best  practicable  mail 
establishment.  To  arrive  at  that  end  it  is  indispensa- 
ble that  the  post  office  department  shall  be  enabled  to 
control  the  hours  at  which  the  mails  shall  be  carried 
over  rail  roads,  as  it  now  does  over  all  other  roads. 
Should  serious  inconveniences  arise  from  the  inade- 
quacy of  the  compensation  now  provided  by  law  or 
from  unreasonable  demands  by  any  of  the  rail  road 
companies,  the  subject  is  of  such  general  importance  as 
to  require  the  prompt  attention  ol  congress. 

In  relation  to  steamboat  lines,  the  most  efficient  re- 
medy is  obivious,  and  has  been  suggested  by  the  post- 
master general.  The  war  and  navy  departments  al- 
ready employ  steamboats  in  their  service,  and  although 
it  is  ijy  no  means  desirable  that  the  government  should 
undertake  the  transportation  of  passengers  or  freight 
as  a business,  there  can  be  no  reasonable  objection  to 
running  boats,  temporarily,  whenever  it  may  be  neces- 
sary to  put  down  attempts  at  extortion,  to  be  dis- 
continued as  soon  as  reasonable  contracts  can  be  ob- 
tained. 

The  suggestions  of  the  postmaster  general  relative  to 
the  inadequacy  of  the  legal  allowance  to.  witnesses  in 
cases  of  prosecutions  for  mail  depredations  merit  your 
serious  consideration.  Thesafety^of  the  mails  requires 
that  such  prosecutions  shall  be  efficient,  and  justice  to 
the  citizen  whose  time  is  required  to  be  given  to  the 
public  demands  not  only  that  his  expenses  snail  be  paid, 
but.  that  he  shall  receive  a reasonable  compensation. 

The  reports  from  the  war,  navy  and  post  office  de- 
partments will  accompany  this  communication,  and 
one  from  the  treasury  department  will  be  presented  to 
congress  in  a few  days. 

For  various  details  in  respect  to  the  matters  in  charge 
of  these  departments.  I would  refer  yon  to  those  impor- 
tant documents,  satisfied  that  you  will  find  in  them 
many  valuable  suggestions,  which  will  be  found  well 
deserving  the  attention  of  the  legislature. 

From  a report  made  in  December  of  last  year  by  the 
secretary  of  state,  to  the  senate,  showing  the  trial 


docket  of  each  of  the  circuit  courts,  and  the  number  of 
miles  each  judge  has  to  travel  in  the  performance  ol  his 
duties,  a great  inequality  appears  in  the  amount  of  la- 
bor assigned  to  each  judge.  The  number  of  terms  to 
be  held  in  each  of  the  courts  composing  the  ninth  cir- 
cuit, the  distances  between  the  places  at  which  they 
sit,  and  from  thence  to  the  seat  of  government,  are  re- 
presented to  be  such  as  to  render  it  impossible  for  the 
judge  of  that  circuit  to  perform,  in  a manner  corres- 
ponding with  the  public  exigencies,  his  term  and  cir- 
cuit duties.  A revision,  therefore,  of  the  present  ar- 
rangement of  the  circuits  seems  to  be  called  for,  and  is 
recommended  to  your  notice. 

I think  it  proper  to  call  your  attention  to  the  power 
assumed  by  territorial  legislatures  to  authorise  the  issue 
of  bonds  by  corporate  companies  on  the  guaranty  of 
the  territory.  Congress  passed  a law  in  1836,  provid- 
ing that  no  act  of  a territorial  legislature  incorporating 
banks  should  have  the  force  oflavv  until  approving  by 
congress;  but  acts  of  a very  exceptionable  character, 
previously  passed  by  the  legislature  of  Florida,  were 
suffered  to  remain  in  force,  by  virtue  of  which  bonds 
may  be  issued  to  a very  large  amount  by  these  institu- 
tions upon  the  faith  of  the  territory.  A resolution,  in- 
tending to  be  a joint  one,  passed  the  senate  at  the  same 
session,  expressing  the  sense  of  congress  that  the  laws 
in  question  ought  nflt  to  be  permitted  to  remain  in  force 
unless  amended  in  many  material  respects,  but  it  failed 
in  the  house  of  representatives  for  want  of  time,  and 
the  desired  amendments  have  not  been  made.  ’ The 
interests  involved  are  of  great  importance,  and  the 
subject  deserves  your  early  and  careful  attention. 

The  continued  agitation  of  the  question  relative  to 
the  best  mode  ofkeepingand  disburingthe  public  mo- 
ney still  injuriously  affects  the  business  of  the  country. 
The  suspension  of  specie  payments  in  1837  rendered' 
the  use  of  deposite  banks,  as  prescribed  by  the  act  of 
1836,  a source  rather  of  embarrassment  than  aid,  and 
of  necessity  placed  the  custody  of  most  of  the  public 
money  afterwards  collected  in  charge  of  the  public  of- 
ficers. The  new  securities  for  its  safety,  which  this  re- 
quired, were  a principal  cause  of  my  convening  an 
extra  session  of  congress;  but,  in  consequence  ofadis- 
agreement  between  the  two  houses,  neither  then,  nor 
at  any  subsequent  period,  lias  there  been  any  legisla- 
tion on  the  subject.  The  effort  made  at  the  last  session 
to  obtain  the  authority  of  congress  to  punish  the  use  of 
public  money  for  private  purposes  as  a crime— a mea- 
sure attended  under  other  governments  with  signal  ad- 
vantage— was  also,  unsuccessful,  from  diversities  of 
opinion  in  that  body,  notwithstanding  the  anxiety 
doubtless  felt  by  it  to  afford  every  practicable  securit)’. 
The  result  of  this  is  still  to  leave  the  custody  of  the 
public  money  without  those  safeguards  which  have 
been  for  several  years  earnestly  desired  by  the  execu- 
tive; and,  as  the  remedy  is  only  to  be  found  in  the  ac- 
tion of  the  legislature,  it  imposes  on  me  the  duty  of 
again  submitting  to  you  the  propriety  of  passing  a law 
providing  for  the  sale  keeping  of  the  public  moneys, 
and  especially  to  ask  that  its  use  for  private  purposes 
by  any  officers  entrusted  with  it  may  be  declared  to  be 
a felony,  punishable  with  penalties  proportioned  to  the 
magnitude  of  the  offence. 

These  circumstances,  added  to  known  defects  in  the 
existing  laws,  and  unusual  derangement  in  the  general 
operations  of  trade,  have,  during  the  last  three  years, 
niuch  increased  the  difficulties  attendanton  the  collec- 
tion, keeping  and  disbursement  of  the  revenue,  and 
called  forth  corresponding  exertions  from  those  having 
them  in  charge.  Happily  these  have  been  successful 
beyond  expectation.  Vast  sums  have  been  collected 
and  disbursed  by  the  several  departments  with  unex- 
pected cheapness  and  ease;  transfers  have  been  readi- 
ly made  in  every  part  of  the  union,  however  distant; 
and  defalcations  have  been  far  less  than  might  have 
been  anticipated,  from  the  absence  of  adequate  legal 
restraints.  Since  the  officers  of  the  treasury  and  post 
office  departments  were  charged  with  the  custody  of 
most  of  the  public  moneys  received  by  them,  there  have 
been  collected  sixty-six  millions  of  dollars,  and,  exclud- 
ing the  case  of  the  late  collector  at  New  York,  the  ag- 
gregate amount  of  losses  sustained  in  the  collection 
cannot,  it  is  believed,  exceed  sixty  thousand  dollars.— 
The  defalcation  of  the  late  collector  at  that  city,  of  the 
extentand  circumstances  of  which  congress  lias  bee 
fully  informed,  ran  through  all  the  modes  of  keepiej 
the  public  money  that  have  been  hitherto  in  use, 
was  distinguished  by  an  aggravated  disregard  of*1!? 
that  broke  through  the  restraints  of  every  system!11?1* 
cannot  therefore  be  usefully  referred  to  as  a’  tes,J  . 0 
comparative  safety  of  either.  Additional  infe  nat10’* 
will  also  be  furnished  by  the  report  of  the  scetaI7  °* 
the  treasury,  in  reply  to  a call  made  upon  tff  °fficer 
by  the  house  of  representatives  at  the  las^’1.011.’  re- 
quiring detailed  information  on  the  subje  • - a.  a 
hy  public  officers  or  agents  under  each  <“lln,s,ration, 
from  1789  to  1837.  This  document  v i Sl?b',n‘lle<j 
to  you  in  a few  days.  The  general  "'u  ts’  (1[jdepen- 
dent  of  the  post  office,  which  is  ke' 'Separately,  and 
will  be  stated  by  itself.)  so  far  as  f be?r  uPon  tins 
subject,  are,  that  the  losses  whicjfavcf  been  3 , 3re 
likely  to  be  sustained,  by  atiy,b*s_°  agents,  have 
been  the  greatest  by  hanks,  iff  =’  as-  le3a,red  >n 
the  resolution,  their  depreciate  ‘ b . recpivej]  for  pub- 
lic dues;  that  the  next  large?„fni._  b/  uisbursiiiu 

. officers,  and  the  least  by  <•'  , , lece|vers.  If 

the  losses  on  duly  bonds  "coi|  . ’ ’ 1^-v’  ab,ne  " ill 
be  threefold  those  by  b/tS‘  * .a?d  receivers- 
0»r  whole  emrtenceAj  , “ } 
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degree  of  security  and  facility.  Such  also  appears  to  | 
have  been  the  experience  of  other  nations.  From  the 
results  of  inquiries  made  by  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury in  regard  to  the  practice  among  them,  I am  ena-  ( 
bled  to  state  that  in  twenty-two  out  of  twenty-seven  fo- 
reign governments,  from  which  undoubted  information 
has  been  obtained,  the  public  moneys  are  kept  in 
charge  of  public  officers.  This  concurrence  of  opinion 
in  favor  or  that  system  is  perhaps  as  great  as  exists  on 
any  question  of  internal  administration. 

In  the  modes  of  business  and  official  restraints  on 
disbursing  officers,  no  legal  change  was  produced  by 
the  suspension  of  specie  payments.  The  report  last 
referred  to  will  be  found  to  contain  also  much  useful 
information  in  relation  to  this  subject. 

I have  heretofore  assigned  to  congress  my  reasons 
for  believing  that  the  establishment  of  an  independent 
national  treasury,  as  contemplated  by  the  constitution, 
is  necessary  to  the  safe  action  of  the  federal  govern- 
ment. The  suspension  of  specie  payments  in  18S7, 
by  the  banks  having  the  custody  of  the  public  money, 
showed  in  so  alarming  a degree  our  dependence  on 
those  institutions  for  the  performance  of  duties  required 
by  law,  that  I then  recommended  the  entire  dissolu- 
tion of  that  connexion.  This  recommendation  has 
been  subjected,  as  I desired  it  should  be,  to  severe  . 
scrutiny  and  animated  discussion;  and  I allow  myself  | 
to  believe  that,  notwithstanding  the  natural  diversities  i 
of  opinion  which  may  be  anticipated  on  all  subjects  in-  ] 
volving  such  important  considerations,  it  has  secured 
in  its  favor  as  general  a concurrence  of  public  senti- 
ment as  could  be  expected  on  one  of  such  magnitude. 

Recent  events  have  also  continued  to  developc  new 
objections  to  such  a connexion.  Seldom  is  any  bank, 
under  the  existing  system  and  practice,  able  to  meet, 
on  demand,  all  its  liabilities  for  deposites  arid  notes  in 
circulation.  It  maintains  specie  payments,  and  trans- 
acts a profitable  business,  only  by  the  confidence  of 
the  public  in  its  solvency;  and  whenever  this  is  destroy- 
ed, the  demands  of  its  depositors  and  note  holders — 
pressed  more  rapidly  than  it  can  make  collections  from 
its  debtors — force  it  to  stop  payment.  This  loss  of 
confidence,  with  its  consequences,  occurred  in  1337, 
and  afforded  the  apology  of  the  banks  for  their  suspen- 
sion. The  public  then  acquiesced  in  the  validity  of 
the  excuse;  and,  while  the  slate  legislatures  did  not  ex- 
act from  them  their  forfeited  charters,  congress,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  recommendation  of  the  executive, 
allowed  them  time  to  pay  over  the  public  money  they 
held,  although  compelled  to  issue  treasury  notes  to 
supply  the  deficiency  thus  created. 

It  now  appears  that  there  are  other  motives  than  a 
want  of  public  confidence  under  which  the  banks  seek 
to  justify  themselves  in  a refusal  to  meet  their  obliga- 
tions. Scarcely  were  the  country  and  government  re- 
lieved, in  a degree,  from  the  difficulties  occasioned  by 
the  general  suspension  of  1837,  when  a partial  one,  oc- 
curring within  thirty  months  of  the  former,  produced 
new  and  serious  embarrassments,  though  it  had  no 
palliation  in  such  circumstances  as  were  alleged  in  jus- 
tification of  that  which  had  previously  taken  place. — 
There  was  nothing  in  the  condition  of  the  country  to 
endanger  a well-managed  banking  institution;  com- 
merce was  deranged  by  no  foreign  war;  every  branch 
of  manufacturing  industry  was  crowned  with  rich  re- 
wards; and  the  more  than  usual  abundance  of  our  har- 
vests, after  supplying  our  domestic  wants,  had  left  our 
granaries  and  storehouses  filled  with  a surplus  for  ex- 
portation. It  is  in  tlie  midst  of  this,  that  an  irredeem- 
able and  depreciated  paper  currency  is  entailed  upon 
the  people  by  a large  portion  of  the  banks.  They  are 
not  driven  to  it  by  the  exhibition  of  a loss  of  public  con- 
fidence, or  of  a sudden  pressure  from  their  depositors 
or  note-holders,  but  they  excuse  themselves  by  alleging 
that  the  current  of  business,  and  exchange  with  fo- 
reign countries,  which  draws  the  precious  metals  from 
their  vaults,  would  require,  in  order  to  meet  it,  a larger 
curtailment  of  their  loans  to  a comparatively  small  por- 
tion of  the  community,  than  it  will  be  convenient  for 
them  to  bear,  or  perhaps  safe  for  the  banks  to  exact. — 
The  plea  has  ceased  to  be  of  necessity.  Convenience 
and  policy  are  now  deemed  sufficient  to  warrant  these 
institutions  in  disregarding  their  solemn  obligations. — 
Such  conduct  is  not  merely  an  injury  to  individual  cre- 
ditors, but  it  is  a wrong  to  the  whole  community,  from 
vhose  liberality  they  hold  most  valuable  privilege's — 
' hose  rights  they  violate,  whose  business  they  derange, 
aid  the  value  of  whose  property  they  render  unstable 
ant  insecure.  It  must  De  evident  that  this  new  ground 
for  tank  suspensions,  in  reference  to  which  their  action 
is  noionly  disconnected  with,  but  wholly  independent 
of,  that  of  the  public,  gives  a character  to  their  -suspen- 
sions irdre  alarming  than  any  which  they  exhibited  be- 
fore, antVreatly  increases  the  impropriety  of  relying 
on  tlie  baStig  in  the  transactions  of  the  government. 

. A ial.'Se  a«d  highly  respectable  portion  of  our  banking 
institutions  a?e,  ii  affords  me  unfeigned  pleasure  to  state, 
exempted  (rota  all  blame  on  account  of  this  second  de- 
linquency. TVey  have,  to  their  great  credit,  not  only 
continued  to  meet  their  engagements,  but  have  even 
repudiated  the  grounds  of  suspension  now  resorted  to. 
It  is  only  by  such  a course  that  the  confidence  and 
good-will  of  the  community  can  be  preserved,  and,  in 
the  sequel,  the  best  interests  of  the  institutions  them- 
selves promoted. 

. New  dangers  to  the  banks  are  also  daily  disclosed 
from  the  extension  of  that  syetemof  extravagant  credit 
of  which  they  are  the  pillars.  Formerly  our  foreign 
commerce  was  principally  founded  on  an  exchange °of 
commodities,  including  the  precious  metals,  and  leav- 
ing in  its  transactions  but  little  foreign  debt,  Such  is 


not  now  the  case.  Aided  by  the  facilities  afforded  by  , 
the  banks,  mere  credit  has  become  too  commonly  the 
basis  of  trade.  Many  of  the  banks  themselves,  not 
content  with  largely  stimulating  this  system  among 
others,  have  usurped  the  business,  while  they  impair 
the  stability,  of  the  merchantile  community:  they  have 
become  borrowers,  instead  of  lenders;  they  establish 
their  agencies  abroad;  they  deal  largely  in  stocks  and 
merchandise;  they  encourage  the  issue  of  state  securi- 
ties, until  the  foreign  market  is  glutted  with  them;  and, 
unsatisfied  with  the  ligitimate  use  of  their  own  capital 
and  the  exercise  of  their  lawful  privileges,  they  raise, 
by  large  loans,  additional  means  for  every  variety  of 
speculation.  The  disasters  attendant  on  this  deviation 
from  the  former  course  of  business  in  this  country  are 
now  shared  alike  by  banks  and  individuals,  to  an  ex- 
tent of  which  there  is  perhaps  no  previous  example  in 
the  annals  of  our  country.  So-longasa  willingness  of 
the  foreign  lender,  and  a sufficient  export  of  our  pro- 
ductions to  meet  any  necessary  partial  payments,  leave 
the  flow  of  credit  undisturbed,  all  appears  to  be  pros- 
perous; but,  as  soon  as  it  is  checked  by  any  hesita- 
tion abroad,  or  by  an  inability  to  make  payment  there 
in  our  productions,  the  evils  of  the  system  are  disclos- 
ed. The  paper  currency,  which  might  serve  for  do- 
mestic purposes,  is  useless  to  pay  the  debt  due  in  Eu- 
rope. Gold  and  silver  are  therefore  drawn,  in  exchange 
for  their  notes,  from  the  banks.  To  keep  up  their  sup- 
ply of  coin,  these  institutions  are  obliged  to  call  upon 
their  own  debtors,  who  pay  them  principally  in  their 
own  notes,  which  are  as  unavailable  to  them  as  they 
are  to  the  merchants  to  meet  the  foreign  demand.  The 
calls  of  the  banks,  therefore,  in  such  emergencies,  of 
necessity  exceed  that  demand,  and  produce  a corres- 
ponding curtailment  of  their  accommodations  and  of 
the  currency,  at  the  very  moment  whi  n the  state  of 
trade  renders  it  most  inconvenient  to  be  borne.  The 
intensity  of  this  pressure  on  the  community  is  in  pro- 
portion to  the  previous  liberality  of  credit,  and  conse- 
quent expansion  of  the  currency;  forced  sales  of  pro- 
perty are  made  at  the  time  when  the  means  of  purchas- 
ing are  most  reduced,  and  the  worst  calamities  to  indi- 
viduals are  only  at  last  arrested  by  an  open  violation 
of  their  obligations  by  the  banks,  a refusal  to  pay  spe- 
cie for  their  notes,  and  an  imposition  upon  the  com- 
munity of  a fluctuating  and  depreciated  currency. 

These  consequences  are  inherent  in  the  present  sys- 
tem. They  are  not  influenced  by  the  banks  being 
large  or  small,  created  by  national  or  state  govern- 
ments. They  are  the  results  of  the  irresistible  laws  of 
trade  and  credit.  In  the  recent  events  which  have  so 
strikingly  illustrated  the  certain  effects  of  these  law's, 
w'e  have  seen  the  bank  of  the  latgest  capital  in  the 
union,  established  under  a national  charter,  and  lately 
strengthened,  as  we  were  authoritatively  informed,  by 
exchanging  that  for  a state  charter,  with  new  and  un- 
usual privileges — in  a condition  too,  as  it  was  said,  of 
entire  soundness  and  great  prosperity — not  merely  un- 
able to  resist  these  effects,  but  the  first  to  yield  to  them. 

Nor  is  it  to  be  overlooked  that  there  exists  a chain  of 
necessary  dependence  among  these  institutions  which 
obliges  them,  to  a great  extent,  to  follow  the  course  of 
others,  notwithstanding  its  injustice  to  their  own  imme- 
diate creditors,  or  injury  to  the  particular  community 
in  which  they  were  placed.  This  dependance  of  a 
hank,  which  is  in  proportion  to  the  extent  of  its  debts 
for  circulation  and  deposites, is  not  merely  on  others  in 
its  own  vicinity,  hut  on  ali  those  which  connect  it  with 
the  centre  of  tiade.  Distant  banks  may  fail,  without 
seriously  affecting  those  in  our  principal  commercial 
cities;  but  the  failure  of  the  latter  is  felt  at  the  extremi- 
ties of  the  union.  The  suspension  at  New  York,  in 
1837,  was  every  where,  with  very  few  exceptions,  fol- 
lowed, as  soon  as  it  was  known:  that  recently  at  Phila- 
delphia immediately  affected  the  banks  of  the  south  and 
west  in  a similar  manner.  This  dependance  of  our 
whole  banking  system  on  the  institutions  in  a few  large 
cities,  is  not  found  in  the  laws  of  their  organization,  but 
in  those  of  trade  and  exchange.  The  "banks  at  that 
centre  to  which  currency  flows,  and  where  it  is  requir- 
ed in  payments  for  merchandise,  hold  the  power  of 
controlling  those  in  regions  whence  it  comes,  while  the 
latter  possess  no  means  of  restraining  them;  so  that  the 
value  of  individual  property',  and  the  prosperity  of  trade, 
through  the  whole  interior  of  the  country,  are  made  to 
depend  on  the  good  or  bad  management  of  the  bank- 
ing institutions  in  the  great  seats  of  trade  on  the  sea- 
board. 

But  this  chain  of  dependence  does  not  stop  here.  It 
does  not  terminate  at  Philadelphia  or  New  York.  It 
reaches  across  the  ocean,  and  ends  in  London,  the  cen- 
tre of  the  credit  system.  The  same  laws  of  trade,  which 
give  to  the  banks  in  our  principal  cities  pov/er  over  the 
whole  banking  system  of  the  United  Stales,  subject  the 
former,  in  their  turn,  to  the  money  power  in  Great  Bri- 
tain. It  is  not  denied  that  the  suspension  of  tlie  New 
York  banks  in  1837,  which  was  followed  in  quick  suc- 
cession throughout  the  union,  was  produced  by  an  ap- 
plication of  that  power;  and  it  is  now  alleged,  in  exte- 
nuation of  the  present  condition  of  so  large  a portion  of 
our  banks,  that  their  embarrassments  have  arisen  from 
the  same  cause. 

From  this  influence  they  cannot  now  entirely  escape, 
lor  it  has  its  origin  in  the  credit,  currencies  of  the  two 
countries;  it  is  strengthened  by  the  current  of  trade  and 
exchange,  which  centres  in  London,  and  is  rendered 
almost  irresistible  by  the  large  debts  contracted  there 
by  our  mero..ants,  our  banks,  and  our  states.  It  is 
thus  that  an  introduction  of  a new  hank  into  the  most 
distant  .of  our  villages,  places  the  business  of  that  vil- 
lage within  the  influence  of  the  money  power  in  Eng- 


land. It  is  thus  that  every  new  debt  which  we  con- 
tract in  that  country,  seriously  affects  our  own  curren- 
cy, and  extends  over  the  pursuits  of  our  own  citizens 
its  powerful  influence.  We  cannot  escape  from  this 
by  making  new  banks,  great  or  small,  state  or  nation- 
al. The  same  chains  which  bind  those  now  existing 
to  the  centre  of  this  system  of  paper  credit,  must  equal- 
ly fetter  every  similar  institution  we  create.  It  is  only 
by  the  extent  to  which  this  system  has  been  pushed  of 
late,  that  we  have  been  made  fully  aware  of  its  irresis- 
tible tendency  to  subject  our  own  banks  and  currency 
to  a vast  controlling  power  in  a foreign  land;  and  it 
adds  a now  argument  to  those  which  illustrate  their 
precarious  situation.  Endangered  in  the  first  place  by 
their  own  mismanagement,  and  again  by  the  conduct 
of  every  institution  which  connects  them  with  the  cen- 
tre of  trade  in  our  own  country,  they  are  yet  subjected, 
beyond  all  this,  to  the  effect  of  whatever  measures  po- 
licy, necessity  or  caprice,  may  induce  those  who  con- 
trol the  credits  of  England  to  resort  to.  I jnean  not  to 
comment  upon  these  measures  present  or  past,  and 
much  less  to  discourage  the  prosecution  of  fair  com- 
mercial dealing  between  (lie  two  countries,  based  on 
reciprocal  benefits;  but  it  having  now  been  made  ma- 
nifest that  the  power  of  inflicting  these  and  similar  in- 
juries, is,  by  the  resistless  law  of  a credit  currency  and 
credit  trade,  especially  capable  of  extending  their  con- 
sequences through  all  die  ramifications  of  our  banking 
system,  and  by  that  means  indirectly  obtaining  parti- 
cularly when  our  banks  are  used  as  depositories  of  the 
public  moneys,  a dangerous  political  influence  in  the 
United  States,  I have  deemed  it  my  duty  to  bring  the 
subject  to  your  notice,  and  ask  for  it  your  serious  con- 
sideration. 

Is  an  argument  required  beyond  the  exposition  of 
these  facts,  to  show  tlie  impropriety  of  using  our  bank- 
ing institutions  as  depositories  of  the  public  money? 
Can  we  venture  not  only  to  encounter  the  risk  of  their 
individual  and  mutual  mismanagement,  but,  at  the 
same  time,  to  place  our  foreign  and  domestic  policy  en- 
tirely under  the  control  of  foreign  moneyed  interest? — 
To  do  so  is  to  impair  the  independence  of  our  govern- 
ment, as  the  present  credit  system  has  already  impair- 
ed the  independence  of  our  banks.  It  is  to  submit  all 
its  important  operations,  whether  of  peace  or  war,  to  be 
controlled  or  thwarted  at  first  by  our  own  banks,  and 
then  by  a power  abroad  greater  than  themselves.  I 
cannot  bring  myself  to  depict  the  humiliation  to  which 
this  government  and  people  might  he  sooner  or  later 
reduced,  if  tlie  means  for  defending  their  rights  are  to 
be  made  dependent  upon  those  who  may  have  the  most 
powerful  of  motives  to  impair  them. 

Nor  is  it  only  in  reference  to  the  effect  of  this  stats  of 
things  on  the  independenee  of  our  government  or  of 
our  banks,  that  the  subject  presents  itself  for  considera- 
tion; it  is  to  be  viewed  also  in  ils  relations  to  the  general 
trade  of  our  country.  The  time  is  not  long  past  when 
a deficiency  of  foreign  crops  was  thought  to  afford  a 
profitable  market  for  tlie  surplus  of  our  industry;  but 
now  we  await  with  feverish  anxiety  the  news  of  the 
English  harvest,  not  so  much  from  motives  of  com- 
mendable sympathy,  but  fearful  lest  its  anticipated  fai- 
lure should  narrow  the  field  of  credit  there.  Does  not 
this  speak  volumes  to  the  patriot?  Can  a system  be 
beneficent,  wise,  or  just,  which  creates  greater  anxiety 
for  interests  dependent  on  foreign  credit  than  for  the 
general  prosperity  of  (far  own  country,  and  the  profita- 
ble exportation  of  the  surplus  produce  of  our  labor? 

The  circumstances  to  which  I have  thus  adverted 
appear  to  me  to  afford  weighty  reasons,  developed  by 
late  events,  to  be  added  to  those  which  I have  on  for- 
mer occasions  offered  when  submitting  to  j’our  better 
knowledge  and  discernment  the  propriety  of  separating 
the  custody  of  the  public  money  from  banking  institu- 
tions. Nor  has  any  thing^oceurred  to  lessen  in  my 
opinion,  the  force  of  what  lias  been  heretofore  urged. 
The  only  ground  on  which  that  custody  can  be  desir- 
ed by  the  banks  is  the  profitable  use  which  they  make 
of  the  money.  Such  use  would  be  regarded  in  indi- 
viduals as  a breach  of  trust,  or  a crime  of  great  magni- 
tude, and  yet  it  may  be  reasonably  doubted  whether, 
first  aud  last,  it  is  not  attended  with  more  mischievous 
consequences  when  permitted  to  the  former  than  to  the 
latter.  The  practice  of  permitting  the  public  money  to 
be  used  by  its  keepers,  as  here,  is  believed  to  be  pecu- 
liar to  this  country,  and  to  exist  scarcely  any  where 
else.  To  procure  it  here,  improper  influences  are  ap- 
pealed to;  unwise  connections  are  established  between 
the  government  and  vast  numbers  of  powerful  state  in- 
stitutions; other  motives  than  the  public  good  are 
brought  to  bear  both  on  the  executive  and  legislative  de- 
partments, and  selfish  combinations,  leading  to  special 
legislation,  are  formed.  It  is  made  the  interest  of  bank- 
ing institutions  and  their  stockholders  throughout  the 
union  to  use  their  exertions  for  the  increase  of  taxa- 
tion and  the  accumulation  of  a surplus  revenue;  and, 
while  an  excuse  is  afforded,  the  means  are  furnished 
for  those  excessive  issues  which  lead  to  extravagant 
trading  and  speculation,  and  are  the  forerunners  of  a 
vast  debt  abroad,  and  a suspension  of  the  banks  at 
home. 

Impressed,  therefore,  as  I am,  with  the  propriety  of 
the  funds  of  the  government  being  withdrawn  from  the 
private  use  of  either  banks  or  individuals,  and  the  pub- 
lic money  kept  by  duly  appointed  public  agents;  and 
believing  as  1 do,  that  such  also  is  the  judgment  which 
discussion,  reflection  and  experience  liaVe  produced  on 
the  public  mind,  I leave  the  subject  with  you.  It  is,  at 
all  events,  essential  to  the  interests  of  the  community 
and  the  business  of  the  government  that  a decision 
should  be  made. 
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Most  of  the  arguments  that  dissuade  us  from  em- 
ploying banks  in  the  custody  and  disbursement  of  tht 
public  money  apply  with  equal  force  to  the  receipt  of 
their  notes  for  public  dues.  The  difference  is  only  in 
form.  In  one  instance  the  government  is  a creditor  for 
its  deposites,  and  in  the  other  for  the  notes  it  holds. — 
They  afford  the  same  opportunity  for  using  the  public 
moneys,  and  equally  lead  to  all  the  evils  attendant  upon 
it,  since  a bank  can  as  safely  extend  its  discounts  on  a 
deposite  of  its  notes  in  the  hands  of  a public  officer, 
as  on  one  made  in  its  own  vaults.  On  the  other  hand, 
it  would  give  to  the  government  no  greater  security,  for 
in  case  of  failure,  the  claim  of  the  noteholder  would  be 
no  better  titan  that  of  a depositor. 

I am  aware  that  the  danger  of  inconvenience  to  the 

Eublic,  and  unreasonable  pressure  upon  sound  banks, 
ave  been  urged  as  objections  to  requiring  the  payment 
of  the  revenue  in  gold  and  silver.  These  objections 
have  been  greatly  exaggerated.  From  the  best  esti- 
mates, we  may  safely  fix  the  amount  of  specie  in  the 
country  at  eighty-five  millions  of  dollars,  and  the  por- 
tion of  that  which  would  be  employed  at  any  one  tune 
in  the  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the  government, 
even  if  the  proposed  change  were  made  at  once,  would 
not,  it  is  now,  after  fuller  investigation,  believed,  exceed 
four  or  five  millions.  If  the  change  were  gradual,  se- 
veral years  would  elapse  before  that  sum  would  he  re- 
quired, with  annual  opportunities  in  the  mean  time  to 
alter  the  law,  should  experience  prove  it  to  he  oppres- 
sive or  inconvenient.  The  portions  of  the  community 
on  whese  business  the  change  would  immediately  ope- 
rate, are  comparatively' small,  nor  is  it  believed  that 
its  effect  would  be  in  the  least  unjust  or  injurious  to 
them. 

In  the  payment  of  duties  which  constitute  by  far  the 
greater  portion  of  the  revenue,  a very  large  proportion  is 
derived  from  foreign  commission  houses  and  agents  of 
foreign  manufacturers,  who  sell  the  goods  consigned  to 
them,  generally,  at  auction,  and,  after  paying  the  duties 
out  of  the  avails,  remit  the  rest  abroad  irt  specie  or  its 
equivalent.  That  the  amount  of  duties  should,  in  such 
cases  be  also  retained  in  specie  can  hardly  be  made  a 
matter  of  complaint.  Our  own  importing  merchants, 
by  whom  the  residue  of  the  duties  is  paid,  are  not  only 
peculiarly  interested  in  maintaining  a sound  currency 
which  the  measure  in  question  will  especially  promote, 
hut  are,  from  the  nature  of  their  dealings  best  able  to 
know  when  specie  will  be  needed,  and  to  procure  it 
with  the  least  difficulty  or  sacrifice.  Residing,  too  al- 
most universally  in  places  where  the  revenue  is  received 
and  where  the  drafts  used  by  the  government  for  its 
disbursements  must  concentrate,  they  have  every  op- 
portunity to  obtain  and  use  them  in  place  of  specie, 
should  it  be  for  their  interest  or  convenience.  Of  the 
number  of  these  drafts,  and  the  facilities  they  may  af- 
ford, as  well  as  of  the  rapidity  with  which  the  public 
funds  are  drawn  and  disbursed,  an  idea  may  be  form- 
ed from  the  fact  that,  of  nearly  twenty  millions  of  dol- 
lars paid  to  collectors  and  receivers  dining  the  present 
year,  the  average  amount  in  their  hands  at  anyone 
time  has  not  exceeded  a million  and  a half;  and  of  the 
fifteen  millions  received  by  the  collector  of  New  York 
alone  during  the  present  year,  the  average  amount  held 
by  him  subject  to  draft  during  each  week,  has  been 
less  than  half  a million. 

The  ease  qnd  safety  of  the  operations  of  the  trea- 
sury in  keeping  the  public  money,  are  promoted  by 
the  application  of  its  own  drafts  to  the  public  dues. — 
The  objection  arising  from  having  them  too  long  out- 
standing, might  be  obviated,  and  they  yet  made  to 
afford  to  merchants  and  banks  holding  them  an  equi- 
valent for  specie,  and  in  that  way  greatly  lessen  the 
amount  actually  required.  Still  less  inconvenience  will 
attend  the  requirement  of  specie  in  purchases  of  public 
lands.  Such  purchases,  except  when  made  on  specu- 
lation, are,  in  general,  but  single  transactions,  rarely  re- 
peated by  the  same  person; — and  it  is  a fact,  that  for 
the  last  year  and  a half,  during  which  the  notes  of  sound 
banks  have  been  received,  more  than  a moiety  of  these 
payments  has  been  voluntarily  made  in  specie,  being 
a larger  proportion  titan  would  have  been  required  in 
three  years  under  the  graduation  proposed. 

It  is  moreover  a principle,  than  which  none  is  better 
settled  by  experience,  t hat  the  supply  of  the  precious 
metals  will  always  be  found  adequate  to  the  uses  for 
which  they  are  required.  They  abound  in  countries 
where  no  other  currency  is  allowed.  In  our  own  states 
where  small  notes  are  excluded,  gold  and  silver  supply 
their  place.  When  driven  to  their  hiding  places  by 
bank  suspensions,  a little  firmness  in  the  community 
soon  restores  them  in  a sufficient  quantity  for  ordinary 
purposes.  Postage  and  other  public  dues  have  been 
collected  in  coin,  without  serious  inconvenience,  even 
in  states  where  a depreciated  paper  currency  has  exist- 
ed for  years,  and  this  with  the  aid  of  treasury  notes  for 
a part  of  the  time,  was  done  without  interruption  dur- 
ing the  suspension  of  1837.  At  the  present  moment, 
the  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the  government  are 
made  in  legal  currency  in  the  largest  portion  of  the 
union — no  one  suggests  a departure  from  this  rule;  and 
if  it  can  now  be  successfully  carried  out,  it  will  be 
Furely  attended  with  even  less  difficulty  when  bank 
notes  are  again  redeemed  in  specie. 

Indeed  I cannot  think  that  a serious  objection  would 
any  where  he  raised  to  the  receipt  and  payment  of 
gold  and  silver  in  all  public  transactions,  were  it  not  from 
an  apprehension  that  a surplus  in  the  treasury  might 
withdraw  a large  portion  of  it  from  circulation,  and 
look  it  up  unprofitably  in  the  public  vaults.  It  would 
hot,  in  my  opinion,  be  difficult  to  prevent  such  an  in- 


convenience from  occurring;  but  the  authentic  state- 
ments which  I have  alreudy  submitted  to  you  in  regard 
to  the  actual  amount  in  the  public  treasury  at  any  one 
time  during  the  period  embraced  in  them,  and  the  little 
probability  of  a different  state  of  the  treasury  for  at  least 
some  years  to  come,  seem  to  render  it  unnecessary  to 
dwell  upon  it.  Congress,  moreover,  as  I have  before  ob- 
served, will  in  every  year  have  an  opportunity  to  guard 
against  it,  should  the  occurrence  of  any  circumstances 
lead  us  to  apprehend  injury  from  this  source.  Viewing 
the  subject  in  all  its  aspects,  I cannot  believe  that  any 
period  will  be  more  auspicious  than  the  present  for  the 
adoption  of  all  measures  necessary  to  maintain  the 
sanctity  of  our  own  engagements,  and  to  aid  in  secur- 
ing to  the  community  that  abundant  supply  of  the  pre- 
cious metals  which  adds  so  much  to  their  prosperity, 
and  gives  such  increased  stability  to  all  their  dealings. 

In  a country  so  commercial  as  ours,  banks  in  some 
form  will  probably  always  exist;  hut  this  serves  only 
to  render  it  the  more  incumbent  on  us,  notwithstanding 
the  discouragements  of  the  past,  to  strive  in  our  respec- 
tive stations  to  mitigate  the  evils  they  produce — to  take 
from  them,  as  rapidly  as  the  obligations  of  public  faith 
and  a careful  consideration  of  the  immediate  interests 
of  the  community  will  permit,  the  unjust  character  of 
monopolies;  to  check,  so  far  as  may  be  practicable  by 
prudent  legislation,  those  temptations  of  interest  and 
those  opportunities  for  their  dangerous  indulgence, 
whicli  beset  them  on  every  side,  and  to  confine  them 
strictly  to  the  performance  of  their  paramount  duty,  that 
of  aiding  the  operations  of  commerce,  rather  than  con- 
sulting their  own  exclusive  advantage.  These  and 
other  salutary  reforms  may,  it  is  believed,  be  accom- 
plished without  the  violation  of  any  of  the  great  princi- 
ples of  the  social  compact,  the  observance  of  which  is 
indispensable  to  its  existence,  or  interfering  in  any  way 
with  the  useful  and  profitable  employment  of  real  ca- 
pital. 

Institutions  so  framed  have  existed  and  still  exist 
elsewhere,  giving  to  commercial  intercourse  all  neces- 
sary facilities,  without  inflating  or  depreciating  the  cur- 
rency, or  stimulating  speculation.  Thus  accomplishing 
their  legiumate  ends,  they  have  gained  the  surest  gua- 
rantee for  their  protection  and  encouragement  in  the 
good  will  of  the  community.  Among  a people  so  just 
as  ours  the  same  results  could  not  fail  to  attend  a simi- 
lar course.  The  direct  supervision  of  the  banks  belongs, 
from  the  nature  of  our  government,  to  the  states  who 
authorise  them.  It  is  to  their  legislatures  that  the  peo- 
ple must  mainly  look  for  action  on  that  subject.  But  as 
the  conduct  of  the  federal  government,  in  the  manage- 
ment of  its  revenue  has  also  a powerful  though  less  im- 
mediate influence  upon  them,  it  becomes  our  duty  to 
see  that  a proper  direction  is  given  to  it.  While  the 
keeping  of  the  public  revenue  in  a separate  and  inde- 
pendent treasury,  and  of  collecting  it  in  gold  and  silver, 
will  have  a salutary  influence  on  the  system  of  paper 
credit  with  which  all  banks  are  connected,  and  thus  aid 
those  that  are  sound  and  well  managed,  it.  will  at  the 
same  time  sensibly  check  such  as  are  otherwise,  by  at 
once  withholding  the  means  of  extravagance  afforded 
by  the  public  funds,  and  restraining  them  from  exces- 
sive issues  of  notes  which  they  would  be  constantly  call- 
ed upon  to  redeem. 

I am  aware  it  has  been  urged  that  this  control  may 
be  best  attained,  and  exerted  by  means  of  a national 
bank.  The  constitutional  objections,  which  I am  well 
known  to  entertain,  would  prevent  me  in  any  event 
from  proposing  or  assenting  to  that  remedy,  but  irt  ad- 
dition to  this,  I cannot,  after  past  experience,  bring 
myself  to  think  that  it  can  any  longer  be  extensively  re- 
garded as  effective  for  such  a purpose.  The  history  of 
the  late  national  bank,  through  all  its  mutations,  shows 
that  it  was  not  so.  On  the  contrary,  it  may,  after  a 
careful  consideration  of  the  subject,  be,  I think,  safely 
stated,  that  at  every  period  of  banking  excess  it  took 
the  lead;  that  in  1817,  and  1818,  in  1823,  in  1S31  and 
in  1S34,  its  vast  expansions,  followed  by  distressing  con- 
tractions, led  to  those  of  the  state  institutions.  It  swell- 
ed and  maddened  the  tides  of  the  banking  system,  but 
seldom  allayed  or  safely  directed  them.  At  a few  pe- 
riods only  was  a salutary  control  exercised,  but  an  eager 
desire,  on  the  contrary  exhibited  for  profit  in  the  first 
place;  and  if,  afterwards,  its  measures  were  severe  to- 
wards other  institutions,  it  was  because  its  own  safely 
compelled  it  to  adopt  them.  It  did  not  differ  from  them 
in  principle  or  in  form;  its  measures  emanated  from  the 
same  spirit  of  gain;  it  felt  the  same  temptation  to  over-is- 
sues; it  suffered  from,  and  was  totally  unable  to  avert, 
those  inevitable  laws  of  trade,  by  which  it  was  itself  af- 
fected equally  with  them;  and  at  least  on  one  occasion, 
at  an  earlv  day,  it  was  saved  only  by  extraordinary 
exertions  from  the  same  fate  that  attended  the  weakest 
institution  it  professed  to  supervise.  In  1837  it  failed, 
equally  with  others,  in  redeeming  its  notes,  though  the 
two  years  allowed  by  its  charier  for  that  purpose  had 
not  expired,  a large  amount  of  which  remains  to  the 
present  time  outstanding.  It  is  true,  that  having  so  vast 
a capital,  and  strengthened  by  the  use  of  all  the  re- 
venues of  the  government,  it  possessed  more  power; 
but  while  it  was  itself,  by  that  circumstance,  freed  from 
the  control  which  all  banks  require,  iis  paramount  ob- 
ject and  inducement,  were  left  die  same — to  make 
the  most  for  its  stockholders,  not  to  regulate  the  cur- 
rency of  the  country.  Nor  has  it,  as  far  as  we  are 
advised,  been  found  to  be  greatly  otherwise  elsewhere. 
The  national  character  given  to  the  Bank  of  England 
has  not  prevented  excessive  fluctuations  in  their  cur- 
rency, and  it  proved  unable  to  keep  off  a suspension  of 
specie  payments,  which  lusted  for  nearly  a quarter  of 
a century.  And  why  should  we  expect  it  to  be  other- 


wise? A national  institution,  though  deriving  its  charter 
from  a different  source  than  the  state  bunks,  is  yet 
constituted  upon  the  same  principles;  is  conducted  by 
men  equally  exposed  to  temptation;  and  is  liable  to  the 
same  disasters,  with  the  additional  disadvantage  that 
its  magnitude  occasions  an  extent  of  confusion  and 
distress  which  the  mismanagement  of  smaller  institu- 
tions could  not  produce.  It  can  scarcely  he  doubted 
that  the  recentsuspension  of  the  United  States  bank  of 
Pennsylvania,  of  which  the  effects  are  felt  not  in  that 
state,  but  over  half  the  union,  had  its  origin  in  a course 
of  business  commenced  while  it  was  a national  insti- 
tution; and  there  is  no  good  reason  for  supposing  that 
the  same  consequences  would  not  have  followed  had  it 
still  derived  its  powers  from  the  general  government. 
It  is  in  vain,  when  the  influences  and  Impulses  are 
the  same,  to  look  for  a difference  in  conduct  or  results. 
By  such  creations,  we  do,  therefore,  but  increase  the 
mass  of  paper  credit  and  paper  currency,  without 
checking  their  attending  evils  and  fluctuations.  The 
extent  of  power  and  the  efficiency  of  organization 
which  we  give,  so  far  from  being  beneficial,  are  in 
practice  positively  injurious.  They  strengthen  the  chain 
of  dependence  throughout  the  union,  subject  all  parts 
more  certainly  to  common  disaster,  and  bind  every 
bank  more  effectually,  in  the  first  instance,  to  those 
of  our  commercial  cities,  and  in  the  end,  to  a foregin 
power.  In  a word,  I cannot  but  believe  that,  with  Die 
full  understanding  of  the  operations  of  our  banking 
system  which  experience  has  produced,  public  sen” 
liment  is  not  less  opposed  to  the  creation  of  a national 
bank  for  purposes  connected  with  currency  and  com- 
merce, than  for  those  connected  with  the  fiscal  opera- 
tions of  the  government. 

Yet  the  commerce  and  currency  of  the  country  are 
suffering  evils  from  the  operations  of  the  state  banks, 
which  cannot  and  ought  not  to  be  overlooked.  By  their 
means,  we  have  been  flooded  with  a depreciated  pa- 
per, which  it  was  evidently  the  design  of  the  framers 
of  the  constitution  to  prevent,  when  they  required  con- 
gress to  “coin  money  and  regulate  the  value  of  foreign 
coins,”  and  when  they  forbade  the  states  “to  coin  mo- 
ney, emit  bills  of  credit,  make  any  thing  but  gold  and 
silver  a tender  in  payment  of  debts,”  or  “pass  any  law- 
impairing  the  obligation  of  contracts.”  If  they  did  not 
guard  more  explicitly  against  the  present  state  of 
things,  it  was  because  they  could  not  have  anticipat- 
ed that  the  few  hanks  then  existing  were  to  swell  to 
an  extent  which  would  expel  to  so  great  a degree  the 
gold  and  silver,  for  which  they  had  provided,  from  the 
channels  of  circulation,  and  fill  them  with  a currency 
that  defeats  the  objects  they  had  in  view.  The  remedy 
for  this  must  chiefly  rest  with  the  states  from  whoso 
legislation  it  has  sprung.  No  good  that  might  accrue 
in  a particular  case  from  the  exercise  of  powers,  not  ob- 
viously conferred  on  the  general  government,  would 
authorise  its  interference,  or  justify  a course  that  might, 
in  a slightest  degree,  increase,  at  the  expense  of  the 
states  the  power  of  the  federal  authorities — nor  do  I 
doubt  that  the  states  will  apply  the  remedy.  Within 
the  last  few  years,  events  have  appealed  to  them  too 
strongly  to  be  disregarded.  They  have  seen  that  the 
constitution,  though  theoretically  adhered  to,  is  sub- 
verted in  practice:  that  while  on  the  statute  books 
there  is  no  legal  tender  but  gold  and  silver,  no  law  im- 
pairing the  obligations  of  contracts,  yet  that,  in  point 
of  fact  the  privileges  conferred  on  banking  corpora- 
tions have  made  their  notes  the  currency  of  the  coun- 
try; that  the  obligations  imposed  by  these  notes  are 
violated  untier  the  impulses  of  interest  or  convenience; 
and  that  the  number  and  power  of  the  persons  con- 
nected with  these  corporations,  or  placed  under  their 
influence,  give  them  a fearful  weight  when  their  inte- 
rest is  in  opposition  to  the  spirit  of  the  constitution  and 
laws.  To  the  people  it  is  immaterial  whether  these  re- 
sults are  produced  by  open  violations  of  the  latter,  or 
by  the  workings  of  a system  of  which  the  result  is  the 
same.  An  inflexible  execution  even  of  the  existing 
statutes  of  most  of  the  states,  would  redress  many  evils 
now  endured;  would  effectually  show  the  banks  the 
dangers  cf  mismanagement,  which  impunity  encou- 
rages them  to  repeat;  and  would  teach  all  corporations 
the  useful  lesson  that  they  are  the  subjects  of  the  law, 
and  the  servants  of  the  people.  What  is  still  wanting 
to  effect  these  objects  must  be  sought  in  additional 
legislation;  or,  if  that  be  inadequate,  in  such  further 
constitutional  grants  or  restrictions  as  may  bring  us 
back  into  the  path  from,  which  we  have  so  widely 
wandered. 

In  the  meantime,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  general  go- 
vernment to  co-operate  with  the  states,  by  a wise  exer- 
cise of’its  constitutional  powers,  and  the  enforcement  of 
its  existing  laws.  The  extent  to  which  it  may  do  so  by 
further  enactments,  I have  already  adverted  to,  and  the 
wisdom  of  congress  may  yet  enlarge  them.  But,  above 
all,  it  is  incumbent  upon  us  to  hold  erect  the  princi- 
ples of  morality  and  law,  constantly  executing  our  own 
contracts  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  con- 
stitution, and  thus  serving  ns  a rallying  point  hy  which 
our  whole  country  may  be  brought  back  to  that  sale 
and  honored  standard. 

Our  people  will  not  long  be  insensible  to  the  extent 
of  the  burdens  entailed  upon  them  by  the  false  system 
that  has  been  operating  on  their  sanguine,  energetic 
and  industrious  character;  nor  to  the.  means  necessary 
to  extricate  themselves  from  these  embarrassments. — 
Tito  weight  which  presses  upon  a large  portion  of  the 
people  and  the  states,  is  an  enormous  debt,  foreign  and 
domestic.  The  foreign  debt  of  our  states,  corporations; 
and  men  of  business,  can  scarcely  be  less  than  two 
hundred  millions  of  dollars,  requiring  more  than  ten 
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millions  of  dollars  a year  to  pay  the  interest.  This  sum 
has  to  be  paid  out  of  the  exports  of  the  country,  arid 
must  of  necessity  cut  olT  imports  to  that  extent,  or 
plunge  the  country  more  deeply  in  debt  from  year  to 
year.  It  is  easy  to  see  that  the  increase  of  this  foreign 
debt  must  augment  the  annual  demand  on  the  exports 
to  pay  the  interest,  and  to  the  same  extent  diminish 
the  imports;  and'  in  proportion  to  the  enlargement  of 
the  foreign  debt,  and  the  consequent  increase  of  inter- 
est, must  be  the  decrease  of  the  import  trade.  In  lieu 
of  the  comforts  which  it  now  brings  us,  we  might  have 
our  gigantic  banking  institutions,  and  splendid,  but,  in 
many  instances,  profitless,  rail  roads  and  canals,  ab- 
sorbing to  a great  extent,  in  interest  upon  the  capital 
borrowed  to  construct  them,  the  surplus  fruits  of  na- 
tional industry  for  years  to  come,  and  securing  to  pos- 
terity no  adequate  return  for  the  comforts  which  the 
labors  of  their  hands  might  otherwise  have  secured.  It 
is  not  by  the  increase  ot  this  debt  that  relief  is  to  be 
sought,  but  in  its  diminution.  Upon  this  point,  there 
is,  fam  happy  to  say,  hope  before  us;  not  so  much  in 
the  return  of  confidence  abroad,  which  will  enable  the 
states  to  borrow  more  money,  as  in  a change  of  public 
feeling  at  home,  which  prompts  our  people  to  pause 
in  their  career,  and  think  of  the  means  by  which  debts 
arc  to  be  paid  before  they  are  contracted.  If  we  would 
escape  embarrassment,  public  and  private,  we.  must 
cease  to  run  in  debt,  except  for  objects  of  necessity,  or 
such  as  will  yield  a certain  return.  Let  the  faith  of  the 
states,  corporations,  and  individuals,  already  pledged, 
be  kept  with  the  most  punctilious  regard.  It  is  due  to 
our  national  character,  as  well  as  to  justice,  that  this 
should,  on  the  part  of  each,  be  a fixed  principle  of  con- 
duct. But  it  behooves  us  all  to  be  more  chary  in 
pledging  it  hereafter.  By  ceasing  to  run  in  debt,  and 
applying  the  surplus  of  our  crops  and  incomes  to  the 
discharge  of  existing  obligations,  buying  less  and  sell- 
ing more,  and  managing  all  affairs,  public  and  private, 
with  strict  economy  and  frugality,  we  shall  see  our  coun- 
try soon  recover  from  a temporary  depression,  arising 
not  from  natural  and  permanent  causes,  but  from  those 
I have  enumerated,  and  advance  with  renewed  vigor 
in  her  career  of  prosperity. 

Fortunately  for  us,  at  this  moment,  when  the  balance 
of  trade  is  greatly  against  us,  and  the  difficulty  of  meet- 
ing it  enhanced  by  the  disturbed  state  of  our  money  af- 
fairs, the  bounties  of  Providence  have  come  to  relieve 
us  from  the  consequences  of  past  errors.  A faithful 
application  of  the  immense  results  of  the  labors  of  the 
last  season,  will  afford  partial  relief  for  the  present,  and 
perseverance  in  the  same  course  will  in  due  season,  ac- 
complish the  rest.  We  have  had  full  experience,  in 
limes  past,  of  the  extraordinary  results  which  can,  in  (his 
respect,  be  brought  about  in  a short  period,  by  the  united 
and  well  directed  efforts  of  a community  like  ours. 
Our  surplus  profits,  the  energy  and  industry  of  our  po- 
pulation and  the  wonderful  advantages  which  Provi- 
dence lias  bestowed  upon  our  country,  in  its  climate,  its 
various  productions,  indispensable  to  other  nations, 
will,  in  due  time,  afford  abundant  means  to  perfect  the 
most  useful  of  those  objects,  for  which  the  states  have 
been  plunging  themselves  of  late  in  embarrassment 
and  debt,  without  imposing  on  ourselves  or  our  children 
such  fearful  burdens. 

But  let  it  be  indelibly  engraved  on  our  minds  that 
relief  is  not  to  be  found  in  expedients.  Indebtedness 
cannot  be  lessened  by  borrowing  more  money,  or  by 
changing  the  form  of  the  debt.  The  balance  of  trade 
is  not  to=  be- turned  in  our  favor  by  creating  new  de- 
mands upon  us  abroad.  Our  currency  cannot  be  im- 
proved by  the  creation  of  new  banks  or  more  issues 
from  those  which  now  exist.  Although  these  devices 
sometimes  appear  to  give  temporary  relief,  they  almost 
invariably  aggravate  the  evil  in  the  end.  It  is  only  by 
retrenchment  and  reform,  by  curtailing  public  and  pri- 
vate expenditures,  by  paying  our  debts,  and  by  reform- 
ing our  banking  system,  that  we  are  to  expect  effectual 
relief,  security  for  the  future,  and  an  enduring  prosperi- 
ty. In  shaping  the  institutions  and  policy  of  the  gene- 
ral government  so  as  to  promote,  as  far  as  it  can  with  its 
limited  powers,  these  important  ends,  you  may  rely  on 
my  most  cordial  co-operation. 

That  there  should  have  been,  in  the  progress  of  re- 
cent events,  doubts  in  many  quarters,  and  in  some  a 
heated  opposition  to  every  change,  cannot  surprise  us. 
Doubts  are  properly  attendant  on  all  reform;  and  it  is 
peculiarly  in  the  nature  of  such  abuses  as  we  are  now 
encountering,  to  seek  to  perpetuate  their  power  by 
means  of  the  influence  they  have  been  permitted  to 
acquire.  It  is  their  result,  if  not  their  object,  to  gain 
for  the  few  an  ascendency  over  the  many,  by  securing  to 
them  a monopoly  of  the  currency,  the  medium  through 
which  most  of  the  wants  of  mankind  are  supplied— to 
produce  throughout  society  a chain  of  dependence 
which  leads  all classes  to  look  to  privileged  associations 
for  the  means  of  speculation  and  extravagance— to 
nourish,  in  preference  to  the  manly  virtues  that  give  dig- 
nity lo  human  nature,  a craving  desire  for  luxurious  en- 
joyment and  sudden  wealth,  which  renders  those  who 
seek  them  dependent  on  those  who  supply  them— to 
substitute  for  republican  simplicity  and  economical  ha- 
bits a sickly  appetite  for  effeminate  indulgence,  and  .an 
imitation  of  that  reckless  extravagance  which  impo- 
verished. and  enslaved  the  industrious  people  of  Foreign 
lands;  and  at  last,  to  fix  upon  us,  instead  of  those 
equal  political  rights,  the  acquisition  of  which  was  alike 
the  object  and  supposed  reward  of  our  revolutionary 
struggle,  a system  of  exclusive  privileges,  conferred  by 
partial  legislation. 

To  remove  the  influences  which  had  thus  gradually 
grown  up  among  us — to  deprive  them  cf  their  decep- 


tive advantages — to  test  them  by  the  light  of  wisdom 
and  truth — to  oppose  the  force  which  they  concentrate 
in  their  support — all  this  was  necessarily  the  work  of 
time,  even  among  a people  so  enlightened  and  pure  as 
that  of  the  United  States.  In  most  other  countries,  per- 
haps, it  could  only  be  accomplished  through  that  series 
of  revolutionary  movements,  which  are  too  often  found 
necessary  to  effect  any  great  and  radical  reform;  but  it 
is  the  crowning  merit  of  our  institutions,  that  they  cre- 
ate and  nourish  in  the  vast  majority  of  our  people,  a 
disposition  and  a power  peaceably  to  remedy  abuses 
which  have  elsewhere  caused  the  effusion  of  rivers  of 
blood,  and  the  sacrifice  of  thousands  of  the  human  race. 

The  result  thus  far  is  most  honorable  to  the  self-denial, 
the  intelligence,  and  the  patriotism  of  our  citizens;  it 
justifies  the  confident  hope  that  they  will  carry  through 
the  reform  which  has  been  so  well  begun,  and  that  they 
will  go  still  further  than  they  have  yetgone  in  illustrating 
the  important  truth,  that  a people  as  free  and  enlightened 
as  ours,  will,  whenever  it  becomes  necessary,  show 
themselves  to  be  indeed  capable  of  self-government  by 
voluntarily  adopting  appropriate  remedies  for  every 
abuse,  and  submitting  to  temporary  sacrifices,  however 
great,  to  ensure  their  permanent  welfare. 

My  own.exertions  for  the  furtherance  of  these  desira- 
ble objects  have  been  bestowed,  throughout  my  official 
career  with  a zeal  that  is  nourished  by  at  dent  wishes  for 
the  welfare  of  my  country,  and  by  an  unlimited  reliance 
on  the  wisdom  that  marks  its  ultimate  decision  on  all 
great  and  controverted  questions.  Impressed  with  the 
solemn  obligations  imposed  upon  me  by  the  constitution 
desirous  also  of  laying  before  my  fellow  citizens,  with 
whose  confidence  and  support  I have  been  so  highly 
honored,  such  measures  as  appear  to  tne  conducive  to 
their  prosperity — and  anxious  to  submit  to  their  fullest 
consideration  the  grounds  upon  which  my  opinions  are 
formed,  lhave  on  this,  as  on  preceding  occasions,  free- 
ly offered  my  views  on  those  points  of  domestic  policy 
that  seem,  at  the  present  time,  most  prominently  to  re- 
quire the  action  of  the  government.  I know  that  they 
will  receive  from  congress  that  full  and  able  consi- 
deration which  the  importance  of  the  subjects  merits, 
and  I can  repeat  the  assurance  heretofore  made,  that  I 
shall  cheerfully  and  readily  co-operate  with  you  in  eve- 
ry measure  that  will  tend  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the 
union.  M.  VAN  BUREN. 

Washington,  December  2,  1839. 

The  message  having  been  read  by  the  secretary, 

Mr.  Allen  rose,  and  after  some  remarks  eulogis- 
tic of  the  whole  message,  and  particularly  those 
parts  relating  to  corporations  and  the  currency, 
moved  the  printing  of  1,500  copies  with  the  accom- 
panying documents,  and  5,000  extra  copies,  ior  the 
use  of  the  senate,  which  motion  was  concurred  in. 

Another  message  was  received  from  the  president, 
transmitting,  in  compliance  with  a resolution  of  (he 
senate,  the  correspondence  and  proclamation  of  the 
governor  of  Iowa  in  relation  to  the  disputed  boun- 
dary between  that  territory  and  Missouri,  which 
had  created  so  much  excitement  as  to  render  it  ne- 
cessary that  the  true  boundary  should  at  once  be 
defined. 

The  reports  from  the  various  departments  usually 
presented  at  the  commencement  of  congress  were 
read,  and  appropriately  referred:  such  as  that  from 
the  department  of  state  containing  an  account  of 
tile  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of  the  govern- 
ment for  the  year  1839,  &c.  the  annual  report  of 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  on  the  state  of  the 
finances,  &c. 

Mr.  Wright  moved  to  refer  the  latter  documents 
to  the  committee  on  finance,  and  that  1,500  addi- 
tional copies  be  printed;  which  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Benton,  5,000  additional  copies 
of  the  message  were  ordered  to  be  printed,  making 
the  number  10,000. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Buchanan,  3,500  copies  were 
added  to  the  report  on  the  finances,  making  5,000 
in  all. 

Petitions  were  presented  by  Mr.  Wright,  Mr. 
Preston,  Mr.  Merrick,  Mr.  Ruggles  and  others. 

The  private  bills,  of  which  notice  has  before 
been  given,  as  introduced  by  Messrs.  Wright, 
Walker,  Wall,  Hubbard,  Crittenden  and  others, 
were  twice  read,  and  appropriately  referred. 

The  following  public  bills  were  introduced,  read 
twice,  and  referred: 

By  Mr.  Wright:  A bill  more  effectually  to  secure 
the  public  money  in  the-  hands  of  officers  and  agents 
of  the  government,  and  to  punish' defaulters. 

By  Mr.  Wall:  A bill  to  prevent  the  counterfeit- 
ing of  foreign  coin,  and  thus  to  provide  for  certain 
crimes  against  the  United  States. 

By  Mr.  Walker:  A bill  to  establish  a permanent 
pre-emption  system,  and  one  in  relation  to  certain 
railways  and  rivers  in  Mississippi. 

By  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama:  A bill  for  the  reduc- 
tion and  graduation  of  the  price  of  public  lands. 

By  Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana:  A bill  to  grant  to  the 
state  of  Indiana  a quantity  of  land  for  constructing 
a rail  road  from  mount  Carmel  to  New  Albany. 

By  Mr.  Davis:  A bill  to  refund  the  money  paid, 
and  to  cancel  (he  bonds  given,  to  secure  the  duties 
on  vessels.and  their  cargoes  employed  in  the  whale 
fisheries. 


By  Mr.  Prentiss:  A bill  to  establish  a board  of 
commissioners  to  hear  and  examine  claims  against 
the  United  States;  also,  a bill  granting  a pension  to 
Lemuel  White,  and  a bill  for  the  relief  of  Marga- 
ret Barnes. 

Mr.  Pierce  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  military  affairs  be 
instructed  to  report,  as  soon  as  may  be  convenient,  a 
bill  for  the  equalization  of  the  pay  of  the  officers  of  the 
line  and  staff  of  the  army. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  submitted  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  roads  and  canals 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
an  appropriation  to  continue  the  construction  of  the 
Cumberland  road  in  the  states  of  Ohio,  Indiana  and 
Illinois,  the  ensuing  year.  And  that  said  committee 
also  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  appropriating  a sum 
of  money  sufficient  to  complete  said  road  to  Jefferson 
city,  Missouri,  to  be  paid  over  to  the  several  states 
within  whose  limits  the  road  is  to  be  constructed,  in 
annual  instalments,  as  the  same  may  be  required,  to 
ensure  an  economical,  energetic,  and  speedy  comple- 
tion of  the  vyork:  Provided,  the  states  will  agree  to  ac- 
cept the  appropriation  and  apply  it  to  the.  object  in- 
tended, and  discharge  the  general  government  from 
any  further  appropriations:  And  provided,  also,  that  the 
states  have  authority  to  lay  and  collect  a toll  on  said 
road  sufficient  to  keep  it  in  repair  after  its  construction, 
and  shall  allow  the  arms  and  munitions  of  war  of  the 
general  government  to  pass  on  the  same  toll  free. 

On  motion,  the  senate  adjourned  to  Friday  morn- 
ing. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  Dec.  20.  A variety  of  propositions  and 
points  of  order  having  at  length  been  withdrawn, 
the  house  ultimately  arrived  at  a conclusive  vote  in 
relation  to  the  right  of  the  New  Jersey  delegation. 
The  resolution  as  modified  and  offered  by  Mr.  Evans, 
was  in  the  following  words: 

Resolved,  That  the  representatives  of  the  26th  con- 
gress of  the  United  States  now  present  do  advise  and 
request  the  speaker  to  administer  the  oath  required  by 
law  to  the  five  gentlemen  from  the  state  of  New  Jersey 
who  have  presented  credentials  to  the  speaker  and  de- 
mand to  be  sworn. 

The  previous  question  was  put  arid  carried,  and 
the  main  question  being  on  the  adoption  of  the  re- 
solution, the  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded,  and  be- 
ing taken,  resulted  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Adams,  Alford,  John5' W.  Allen, 
Sim.  H.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Barnard,  Bell,  Biddle, 
Black,  Bond,  Botts,  Briggs,  Brockway,  Anson  Brown, 
Calhoun,  J.  Campbell,  Win.  B.  Campbell,  Carter, 
Chinn,  Chittenden,  Clark,  Colquitt,  Jas.  Cooper,  Mark 
A.  Cooper,  Corwin,  Crabb,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis, 
Cushing,  E.  Davies,  Garret  Davis,  Dawson,  Deberry, 
Dennis,  Dillett,  Edwards,  Evans,  Everett,  Fillmore, 
Janies  Garland,  Rice  Garland,  Gates,  Gentry,  Gid- 
dings,  Goggin,  Goode,  Graham,  Granger,  Graves, 
Green,  Grinnell,  Habersham,  Hall,  W.  3.  Hastings, 
Henry,  John  Hill,  of  Ya.  Hoffman,  Hopkins,  Hunt, 
James,  C.  Johnston,  Wm.  Cost  Johnson,  King,  Law- 
rence, Lincoln,  Marvin,  Mason;  Mercer,  Mitchell, 
Monroe,  Morgan,  Calvary  Morris,  Naylor,  Nisbet, 
Ogle,  Osborne,  Paien,  Peck,  Pope,  Proffit,  Randall, 
Randolph,  Rariden,  Rayner,  Ridgway,  Russell,  Sa]ton- 
stall,  Sergeant,  Simonton,  Slade,  Trueman  Smith,  Stan- 
ly, Storrs,  Steuart,  Taliaferro,  W.  Thompson,  Tilling- 
hast,  Toland,  Triplett,  Trumbull,  Underwood,  P.  J. 
Wagner,  Warren,  E.  D.  White,  John  White,  T.  W. 
Williams,  Lewis  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  C.  H. 
Williams,  S.  Williams,  Wise — 112. 

Nays — Messrs.  Judson  Allen,  Hugh  J.  Anderson, 
Atherton,  Banks,  Beatty,  Beirne,  Blackwell,  Boyd, 
Brewster,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  A.  G.  Brown,  Burke,  S. 
H.  Butler,  W.  O-  Butler,  Bynum,  Carr,  Carroll,  Casey, 
Chapman,  Clifford,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Crarv,  Cross, 
Dana,  Davee,  John  Davis,  J.  W.  Davis,  De  la  Mon- 
tayne,  Doan,  Doig,  Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Earl,  East- 
man, Ely,  Fine,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Fornance,  Galbraith, 
Gerry,  Griffin,  Hammond,  Hand,  John  Hastings, 
Hawkins,  John  Hill,  of  N.  Carolina,  Hillen,  Holleman, 
Holmes,  Hook,  Howard,  Hubbard,  Jackson,  Jameson, 
Joseph  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  John  W. 
Jones,  Keim,  Kemble,  Lead  better,  Leet,  Leonard, 
Lewis,  Lowell,  Lucas,  McClellan,  McCulloh,  McKay, 
Mallory,  Marchand,  Medili,  Miller,  Montgomery,  S. 
W.  Morris,  Newhard,  Parish,  Parmenter,  Parris,  Payn- 
ter,  Petrikin,  Pickens,  Prentiss,  Ramsey,  Reynolds, 
Rhett,  Rives,  Robinson,  Edward  Rogers,  Samuels, 
Shaw,  Shepard,  Albert  Smith,  ’John  Smith,  Thomas 
Smith,  Starkweather,  Steinrod,  Strong,  Sumter,  Swea- 
ringen, Sweeny,  Taylor,  Francis  Thomas,  Philip  F. 
Thomas,  Jacob  Thompson,  Turney,  Vanderpoel,  D. 
D.  Wagener,  Watterson,  Weller,  Wick,  J.  W.  Wil- 
liams, H.  Williams — 116. 

So  the  resolution  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Hoffman  then  moved  a resolution  that  the 
house  adopt,  for  the  space  of  ten  days,  the  rules  of 
the  last  house  of  representatives,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  1 1 f h,  (which  prescribes  that  in  the  elec- 
tion of  officers  the  house  shall  vote  viva  voce),  and 
in  the  mean  lime  to  refer  the  rules  to  a committee 
to  revise  and  report  them  for  final  adoption. 

On  this  motion  a debate  sprung  up,  which  took  a 
wide  range,  and  in  which  many  members  partici- 
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pated.  It  continued  until  9 o’clock,  when,  with- 
out deciding  the  question, 

The  house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  Dec.  21.  The  debate  upon  Mr.  Hoff- 
man's resolution  was  resumed.  Mr.  Hunt  advocat- 
ed the  ballot  system.  Mr.  Tillinghast  spoke  of  the 
rules  and  orders.  Mr.  Saltonstall  defended  the  bal- 
lot system.  Mr.  Bell  followed  in  reply  to  Mr.  By- 
num and  Mr.  Pickens;  contending  that  executive 
influence  hail  been  exerted  in  this  house,  and  that 
he  could  prove  it.  Mr.  Cushing  followed,  in  de- 
fence of  the  constitutionality  of  the  viva  voce  system 
of  voting.  Mr.  Fillmore,  of  N.  Y.  contended  that 
it  was  not,  and  expressed  much  surprise  that  so  able 
a lawyer  as  Mr.  C.  should  defend  such  a position. 

Mr.  Alford,  of  Geo.  made  some  remarks,  and  mov- 
ed the  previous  question.  [Mr.  Stunly,  made 
some  remarks  in  allusion  to  Mr.  Pickens  and  certain 
friends  of  the  administration]. 

Mr.  Hoffman,  of  N.  Y.  then  got  the  floor.  Some 
one  remarked  that  he  had  not  a right  to  the  floor. 

Then  I have  it  by  consent,  said  Mr.  Hoffman. 
For  himself  he  was  not  very  particular  about  this 
system.  He  thought  it  the  mo3t  democratic  and  the 
best,  and  believed  that  its  adoption  would  do  much 
to  diminish  executive  power  in  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives. 

The  resolution  to  adopt  the  rules  and  orders  of 
the  last  congress  was  carried,  and  the  viva  voce  sys- 
tem was  sustained,  142  to  87. 

Mr.  Stanly,  of  N.  C.  then  gave  notice  that  as  op- 
portunity offered  he  would  present  a resolution  that 
the  public  printing  be  done  by  contract  in  the  city 
of  Washington,  and  given  to  the  lowest  bidder  who 
shall  give  good  security,  &c. 

Mr.  Bynum  then  offered  a resolution  that  this 
house  will  now  proceed  to  the  election  of  a clerk, 
public  printer,  seargeant-at-arms,  door  keeper,  See. 

Mr.  Proffil  moved  to  strike  out  public  printer. 

A member  moved  the  previous  question,  which 
was  carried. 

The  following  was  the  result  of  the  ballot  for 
clerk. 


Whole  number  of  votes, 

231 

N ecessary  to  a choice, 

116 

H.  A.  Garland, 

113 

M.  St.  Clair  Clarke, 

105 

Richard  C.  Mason, 

8 

Mr.  Garland  was  nominated  by  Mr.  Dromgoole, 
of  Va.;  Mr.  Clarke,  by  Mr.  Corwin,  of  Ohio;  and 
Mr.  Mason,  by  Mr.  Hopkins,  of  Va. 

The  speaker  swore  in  Mr.  Garland,  and  the  house 
proceeded  to  the  election  of  sergeant  at  arms. 

Roderick  Dorsey  and  Dr.  Win.  Jones  were  nomi- 
nated. The  tellers  at  6 o’clock  declared  the  whole 
number  of  votes  to  be  217 — necessary  to  a choice 
109. 

Mr.  Dorsey  had  141 

Mr.  Jones,  7G 

Mr.  Dorsey  was  declared  duly  elected  and  was 
sworn  in  accordingly. 

Mr.  Everett,  of  Vt.  here  moved  that  the  election 
of  the  public  printer,  door  keeper  and  assistant  door 
keeper,  be  postponed  until  Monday  next — the  mo- 
tion was  carried,  and  then 

Mr.  Everett  submitted  another,  that  the  speaker 
appoint  a committee  to  unite  with  the  commitee  of 
the  senate  to  wait  upon  the  president  and  inform 
him  of  the  readiness  of  the  two  houses  to  receive 
the  president’s  message. 

The  motion  was  sustained,  and  the  house  ad- 
journed at  six  o’clock. 

Monday,  Dec.  23.  The  house  of  representatives 
came  to  order  at  noon,  and  the  journal  of  Saturday 
having  been  read,  was  corrected  in  respect  to  its 
record  of  a vote  of  Mr.  Hook,  of  Pennsylvania, 
which  had  been  given  oneway  and  set  down  ano- 
ther. 

A message  was  received  from  the  senate  appris- 
ing the  house  that  a quorum  of  the  senate  are  in  at- 
tendance and  ready  to  proceed  to  business;  and 
also,  that  they  had  appointed  a joint  committee  on 
their  part  to  wait  upon  the  president  of  the  United 
States  and  inform  him  that  the  two  houses  are  or- 
ganized and  ready  to  receive  any  communication 
he  may  be  pleased  to  make;  and  ihat  the  members 
of  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  senate  were, 
Mr.  Wright,  of  New  York,  and  Mr.  Allen,  of  Ken- 
tucky. 

Whereupon,  Mr.  Ramsey,  of  Pennsylvania,  mov- 
ed that  a message  be  sent  to  (he  senate  apprising 
that  body  that  this  house  is  duly  organized  and 
prepared  to  proceed  to  business. 

Mr.  Vanderpoel  inquired  whether  this  resolution, 
if  adopted,  would  interfere  wilh  that  to  go  into  the 
election  of  officers  of  the  house? 

The  chair  replying  in  the  negative,  the  resolution 
was  adopted;  and  Messrs.  Everett  and  Ramsey  were 
appointed  on  the  part  of  the  house  to  join  those  on 
the  part  of  the  senate  in  waiting  on  the  president,  i 


The  house  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a 
doorkeeper;  when  Mr.  Davis,  of  Indiana,  nominat- 
ed J.  E.  Dow;  Mr.  Briggs  nominated  Mr.  Foilans- 
bee  (the  present  incumbent);  and  Mr.  Lewis  nomi- 
nated Mr.  J.  Houston. 

The  house  voted  viva  voce,  and  the  vote  resulted 
as  follows:  Tolal  number  of  votes  given  218;  ne- 
cessary to  a choice  110;  of  which 

Mr.  Follansbee  received  130 

Mr.  Dow,  73 

Mr.  Houston,  15 

"So  Mr.  Follansbee  was  declared  to  be  duly  elect- 
ed. 

The  house  then,  by  resolution,  reappointed  Mr. 
Hunter  as  assistant  doorkeeper,  and  Mr.  McCor- 
mick as  postmaster  of  the  house. 

The  house  next  proceeded  to  the  subject  of  the 
printer  to  the  house. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson  moved  that  there  be  a call  of 
the  house;  which  was  agreed  to,  and  the  house 
was  called,  and  the  doors  closed. 

Messrs.  Beirne,  Grinnell,  Hawes,  Jenifer,  Mercer, 
Rogers,  of  S.  C.  Weller  and  Worthington,  were 
found  absent,  and  were,  by  a vote,  excused.  (Se- 
veral of  these  gentlemen  afterwards  appeared.) 

Further  proceedings  on  the  call  having  been  dis- 
pensed with — 

Mr.  Everett,  from  the  joint  committee  appointed 
to  wait  upon  the  president,  reported  that  the  pre- 
sident would  communicate  to  both  houses  of  con- 
gress his  message,  in  writing,  at  12  o’clock  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Stanly  wished  to  offer  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  read  for  information,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  the  printing  and  binding  of  the  house 
of  representatives  shall  be  furnished  by  contract,  notice 
of  which  shall  be  given  in  the  public  prints  of  Wash- 
ington city  for days;  it  being  made  a condition 

that  the  work  shall  be  done  in  the  city  of  Washington; 
and  the  contract  shall  in  each  case  be  given  to  the  low- 
est bidder,  whose  bid  shall  be  accompanied  with  pro- 
per testimonials  of  the  ability  of  the  bidder  to  fulfil  his 
contract. 

The  resolution  not  being  now  in  order — 

Mr.  Stanly  moved  to  postpone  the  order  of  the 
day,  in  order  to  have  it  taken  up  and  considered  be- 
fore going  into  the  election  of  a printer. 

Mr.  Anderson,  of  Ky.  moved  the  following  as  an 
amendment;  which  Mr.  Stanly  accepted  as  a modi- 
fication of  his  resolution,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  the  execution  of  the  order  made  on 
the  21st  instant,  in  relation  to  the  election  of  a public 
printer,  be  postponed  for  the  present,  and  that  the  whole 
subject  of  the  public  printing  be  referred  to  a select 
committee  of  five  members,  with  instructions  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  letting  out  the  printing  to  the 
lowest  bidder,  who  shall  furnish  satisfactory  evidence 
of  his  fidelity  and  ability  to  execute  it. 

Resolved,  farther.  That  said  committee  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  separating  the  public  printing  from 
the  newspaper  presses  of  the  country,  and  that,  if  ex- 
pedient, they  report  the  most  practicable  plan  of  having 
the  printing  executed. 

Resolved,  also,  That  said  committee  report  to  this 
house  what  amount  of  money  can  be  saved  by  the  go- 
vernment by  the  adoption  of  either  of  the  plans  above 
suggested,  and,  until  said  committee  shall  make  report, 
all  further  proceedings  in  relation  to  the  election  of  a 
public  printer  be  suspended. 

Mr.  Anderson  supported  his  resolutions  in  a brief 
speech,  in  which,  without  claiming  to  be  intimate- 
ly acquainted  with  the  details  of  the  subject,  he 
stated  that  he  had  been  informed  by  an  experienced 
member  of  the  house  that  the  annual  expense  of  the 
public  printing  amounted  to  about  $ 300,000 , and 
that  the  profits  might  average  about  thirty-three  and 
a third  per  cent.  The  rates  of  printing  had  been 
fixed  many  years  ago,  and  whether  the  cost  of  ma- 
terials and  labor  remained  the  same  now  as  at  that 
time  was  a subject  which  deserved  a serious  inqui- 
ry by  the  house.  Mr.  A.  had  no  purpose  of  embar- 
rassing the  legitimate  operations  of  the  government; 
far  from  it;  he  should  be  ready  at  all  times  to  vote 
for  all  necessary,  proper,  and  economical  expendi- 
tures for  the  public  service,  but 

Mr.  Vanderpoel  here  rose  to  order. 

Mr.  Sherrod  Williams  required  him  to  reduce  his 
point  of  order  to  writing. 

While  he  was  doing  so — 

Mr.  W.  Thompson,  amidst  many  calls  to  order, 
read  art-solution  he  had  intended  to  introduce,  re- 
ferring the  whole  subject  of  the  public  printing  to 
a committee,  with  instructions  to  give  it  to  the 
lowest  bidder,  &c. 

Mr.  Vanderpoel's  point  of  order  was  understood 
to  amount  to  this:  that  the  previous  question  having 
on  Saturday,  been  called  on  the  resolution  to  go 
into  an  election  of  the  officers  of  the  house,  it  was 
out  of  order  to  introduce  resolutions  postponing  that 
election  or  setting  it  aside. 

The  chair  replied  that  the  previous  question  had 
expended  its  force  when  the  main  question  had 
been  taken  on  that  resolution. 


Mr.  Anderson  resumed,  and  went  on  to  remark 
on  the  reduction  which  had  taken  place  in  the 
rates  of  printing  throughout  the  country  within  a 
few  years,  owing  to  the  introduction  of  steam  and 
other  improvements.  His  object  was  to  have  a 
committee  inquire  into  the  subject,  and  see  what 
retrenchment  could  with  justice  and  propriety  be 
effected.  He  was  told  that  in  Massachusetts  the 
public  printing  was  executed  in  a better  manner 
and  for  half  the  price  which  was  paid  here,  &c.  &c. 

Mr.  W.  Thompson  followed.  He  was  satisfied, 
he  said,  with  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  and  should  not  therefore  press  his  own. 
He  had  been  denouncing  the  present  administra- 
tion for  these  two  years  past  as  looking  one  way 
and  rowing  another,  making  the  loudest  professions 
of  patriotism  and  economy,  and  contradicting  them 
all  by  its  daily  practice.  He  wished  to  bring  it 
now  up  to  the  scratch.  Here  was  a test  of  its  sin- 
cerity; here  was  the  experimentum  crucis.  Here 
was  an  opportunity  to  show  whetherthey  really  de- 
sired to  practise  that  economy  of  which  they  were 
eternally  talking;  and  he  did  not  believe  the  boldest 
of  their  friends  would  dare  to  vote  against  this  re- 
solution. If  they  did,  how  would  matters  stand? — 
On  the  one  side,  there  was  a desire  to  ascertain,  by 
a committee,  whether  the  public  printing  could  not 
be  done  cheaper  than  at  present;  on  the  other  side 
was  a determination  to  reward,  at  whatever  public 
cost,  a partisan  press,  for  it  would  amount  to 
nothing  less  than  a clear  donation  of  the  difference 
between  what  was  given  and  thesuin  for  which  the 
work  might  be  performed.  Mr.  T.  said  he  wished 
to  bring  down  the  hard  money  gentlemen  to  the  same 
level  with  the  rest  of  the  community.  If  it  was  a 
good  thing,  let  us  have  enough  of  it;  and  he  should 
therefore  move  hereafter  a resolution  to  reduce  the 
salaries  of  all  public  officers.  There  was  a little  more 
specie  in  the  country  than  if  the  hard  money  hum- 
bug was  actually  enforced.  Everyman  in  the  com- 
munity had  had  his  income  reduced.  All  had  been 
reduced  by  necessity  to  practise  not  economy  mere- 
ly, but  actual  stinginess,  in  their  expenditures. — 
These  gentlemen  in  office  had  had  their  salaries 
fixed  at  the  time  prices  were  high,  arid  why  should 
they  alone  remain  unaffected  by  the  general  dis- 
tress? Was  this  government  to  be  administered 
merely  for  the  benefit  of  a few  pets?  He  trusted 
not.  At  all  events  gentlemen  ought  to  come  up  to 
the  chalk,  atfd  vote  at  once  upon  this  resolution. — 
Come  up  to  it  they  should.  The  country  should 
see  whether  their  professions  were  sound  or  hollow. 
They  might  hope  to  evade  it,  but  they  were  not 
able.  Vote  they  must;  and  by  that  vote  the  nation 
would  find  out  whether  they  were  the  true  friends 
of  an  economical  administration  of  the  government, 
or  whether  they  desired  it  to  be  so  administered  as 
to  fill  the  pockets  of  a few  partisan  pets  in  office. 

Mr.  Vanderpoel  said  he  wished  he  could  be  satis- 
fied with  the  patriotism  of  the  gentlemen  from 
South  Carolina  (Mr.  Thompson)  and  from  Ken- 
tucky (Mr.  Graves),  coming  as  it  did  so  late.  There 
had  been  a squabble  of  this  kind  two  years  ago  last 
September,  at  the  extra  session,  at  which  time  he 
(Mr.  V.)  was  not  a member;  and  he  hoped  that 
gentlemen  were  not  about  to  show  that  circumstan- 
ces altered  principles  as  well  as  cases.  It  would  be 
remembered  that  at  the  special  session,  Mr.  Allen 
had  been  elected  printer,  and  Ihat  the  work  had 
been  executed  at  another  shop.  Two  months  elapsed 
and  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
Thompson)  and  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr. 
Graves),  for  aught  he  (Mr.  V.)  knew  to  the  con- 
trary, stood  as  silent  as  the  grave.  Where  were 
these  advocates  of  economy  then,  when  they  could 
have  given  notice  of  a bill  to  reduce  the  prices?— 
Were  they  not  chargeable  with  the  sin  of  omission 
in  permitting  the  old  regulations  in  relation  to  the 
public  printing  to  remain?  He  did  not  impeach 
their  motives;  but  he  knew  that,  five  or  six  months 
ago  the  sober  second  thought  of  the  people  had  been 
fully  expressed  in  all  the  states.  The  voice  of  In- 
diana, of  regenerated  Tennessee,  of  North  Caroli- 
na, of  Mississippi,  had  spoken;  but  the  echoes  of 
their  sober  second  thought  had  not  then  reached 
the  ears  of  these  gentlemen  before  they  reached 
here  at  the  last  session  of  congress.  Where  were 
the  gentlemen  then,  that  they  did  not  rise  in  their 
places  and  give  notice  of  a bill  to  reduce  these  ex- 
penses in  some  degree — to  lighten  the  burden  upon 
the  people? 

The  resolution  proposed  to  postpone  the  execu- 
tion of  the  order  of  the  house.  As  he  had  said, 
these  same  scenes  had  been  enacted  there  two  or 
three  years  ago.  He  had  this  morning  looked  at 
the  debate  which  then  took  place,  and  at  some  of 
the  votes.  He  hoped,  as  he  had  said,  that  The  house 
would  now  see  whether  circumstances  altered  prin- 
ciples as  well  as  cases.  By  common  consent  it  had 
then  been  agreed  that  it  was  better  to  go  into 
the  execution  of  the  law  of  the  house,  and  leavp  it 
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to  congress  to  pass  a law  to  reduce  the  prices  of 
the  public  printing,  if  it  should  be  found  necessary 
and  proper.  Wa3  not  this  the  best  course  now?— 
Gentlemen  wanted  to  refer  the  subject  to  a commit- 
tee. How  was  the  house  to  get  the  president’s 
message  and  other  documents  printed  in  the  mean 
time  whilst  the  committee  was  deliberating?.  No 
gentleman  had  made  that  suggestion.  He  believed 
they  had  all  made  up  their  minds  what  was  best  to 
be  done,  and  it  had  occurred  to  him — for  every  man 
had  his  notions,  as  the  Yankee  would  say — whether 
or  not  the  same  demonstrations  would  have  been 
made  if  there  had  been  a different  state  of  things. 
He  did  not  mean  to  say  any  thing  about  it,  for  he 
knew  nothing. 

Mr.  Thompson  (by  permission  of  Mr.  Vunder- 
poel,  who  yielded  the  floor  for  that  purpose)  here 
rose  and  said  that  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
would  find  that  he  (Mr.  T.)  had  been  consistent 
upon  this  subject,  and  had  maintained  and  voted 
for  the  same  proposition  two  years  ago. 

Mr,  Vanderpoel  continued.  Believing,  to  say 
the  least  of  it,  that  this  proposition  was  impractica- 
ble for  all  present  purposes,  he  moved  to  lay  the 
resolution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Monroe  rose,  (amidst  cries  of  order).  He 
stated  that  he  was  not  about  to  speak;  he  desired 
gentlemen  to  come  up  to  the  vote  at  once.  The 
gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Vanderpoel ) had 
paired  off  with  a colleague,  and  he  (Mr.  M.)  hoped 
that  if  the  gentleman’s  vote  could  not  go  to  his  con- 
stituents, his  speech  might. 

The  choir  called  to  order. 

Mr.  Vanderpoel  asked  leave  to  reply  to  the  obser- 
vations of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
Monroe  ) . 

[Cries  of  “order!”  “Go  on!”] 

Mr.  Lewis  Williams  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  motion  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the 
table;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  R.  Garland  said  it  had  been  stated  that  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Vanderpoel)  had 
paired  off.  He  (Mr.  R.)  asked  if  it  was  proper  for 
a gentleman  to  be  making  speeches  and  motions 
here,  when  he  was  bound  by  a pledge  of  honor  not 
to  vote, 

Mr.  Monroe  explained.  The  gentleman  from 
New  York  (Mr.  Vanderpoel)  had  paired  off  with 
his  colleague,  but  he  had  done  so  with  the  declara- 
tion that  he  reserved  to  himself  the  right  to  speak 
on  all  questions  that  might  come  up. 

Mr.  Pickens  inquired  if  the  question  before  the 
house  was  on  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table. 

The  speaker  replied  affirmatively. 

Mr.  Pickens  appealed  to  Mr.  Vanderpoel  to  with- 
draw the  motion,  and  that  gentleman  consented  to 
do  so  on  the  pledge  of  Mr.  P.  to  renew  it. 

Mr.  Pickens  said  that,  as  he  was  somewhat  in- 
terested in  this  question,  he  desired  to  make  a few 
remarks. 

At  the  extra  session  of  1837,  he  (Mr.  P.)  had 
made  a motion  (there  being  then,  as  now,  some 
difficulty  existing)  as  to  this  very  point— that  was 
to  say,  that  the  public  printing  should  be  given  to 
the  lowest  bidder,  like  all  other  contracts,  and  that 
the  clerk  should  superintend  it.  He  believed  that 
the  mo'ion  was  carried,  but,  from  some  difficulty 
which  arose  in  its  execution,  (if  he  mistook  not), 
the  motion  or  resolution  was  within  a short  time 
afterwards  not  exactly  repealed,  but  another  mo- 
tion was  introduced  as  a substitute. 

At  that  time  he  had  examined  the  law  of  1819, 
which  prescribed  the  mode  and  manner  in  which 
the  public  printing  should  be  executed,  and  fixed 
the  prices  which  should  be  paid;  and  he  confessed 
that  he  found  some  difficulty  as  to  the  mode  the 
house  had  adopted,  considering  that  that  law  wras 
fully  in  operation.  He  believed,  as  he  had  said, 
that  the  house  had  substituted  another  order. 

I take  occasion  here  (continusd  Mr.  P.)  to  say 
that  1 concur  entirely  in  the  views  which  have 
been  expressed  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
and  that  I pledge  myself  to  go  for  a law  which  will 
place  this  matter  on  a different  basis;  and  I"  hope 
that  the  session  will  not  expire  without  the  adop- 
tion of  some  such  law.  1 would  be  in  favor  of 
making  an  appropriation  for  the  purchase  of  types, 
paper  and  every  thing  requisite  for  fitting  out  an 
establishment  at  which  congress  might  have  its 
own  printing  executed,  under  the  management  of  a 
superintendent.  And  a provision  should  be  made 
that  the  superintendent  should  be  disconnected  with 
any  political  press  of  the  day.  These  have  long 
been  rr.y  opinions,  and  I have  never  hesitated  to 
avow  them.  I think  the  question  is  worthy  the 
consideration  of  congress.  I know  of  nothing 
which  would  produce  a more  radical  and  beneficial 
reform. 

Sir,  I have  felt  this  question  pressing  upon  me 
in  a peculiar  manner — putting  us,  as  it  does,  ses- 
sion after  session,  in  the  pitiful  and  disgraceful  at- 


titude of  canvassing  for  the  political  organs  of  the 
day  precisely  as  w>e  do  at  the  hustings.  I con- 
sider it  beneath  the  dignity  of  this  house  to  be  can- 
vassing and  scrambling  to  give  office  to  this  editor 
or  that  editor,  who  may  be  sustaining  one  party  or 
another.  I have  pledged  myself  to  go  for  such  a 
law  as  I have  spoken  of  before  the  session  ends;  I 
will  not  say  that  I will  myself  introduce  the  law, 
but,  if  no  other  gentleman  does  so,  I will.  The 
great  and  practical  question,  however,  now  before  us 
is,  how  shall  we  execute  the  public  printing  at  the 
present  time?  By  what  mode?  It  is  necessary  that 
the  public  printing  should  be  done  in  some  way  or 
other.  The  law  of  1819  fixed  the  time,  the  mode 
and  the  manner;  and  I suggest  to  gentlemen  whether 
it  be  exactly  competent  for  the  house  to  repeal  the 
law  at  once,  without  the  action  of  the  other  body, 
and  before  we  can  substitute  another  plan.  This 
will  leave  us  entirely  without  a public  printer. — 
That  law  fixed  that  one  congress  should  elect  a 
printer  for  the  next  congress;  that  is,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  enabling  him  to  have  in  readiness  his  ma- 
terials, presses,  &c.  and  thu3  to  be  in  a condition 
to  execute  the  printing  immediately  on  the  meet- 
ing of  congress.  But  for  the  last  four  or  five  years, 
I believe,  that  part  of  the  law  has  been  neglected, 
and  we  have  elected  a printer  at  the  opening  of  the 
session,  which  has  been  a great  inconvenience. 

As  to  the  argument  of  my  colleague  (Mr.  W. 
Thompson)  in  regard  to  the  reduction  in  the  price 
of  labor  and  the  reduction  of  the  circulating  medium 
being  so  great  as  to  produce  a corresponding  reduc- 
tion upon  profits  and  capital,  I have  only  to  say,  in 
answer  to  this,  that  congress  has  power,  even  after 
the  election  of  printer,  to  alter  the  law,  to  reduce 
the  prices,  and  to  place  the  whole  matter,  by  law, 
upon  a new  and  more  satisfactory  foundation.  I 
do  not  hold  myself  bound  to  give  the  present  printer 
the  prices  of  the  law  of  1819.  We  may  elect  a 
printer  to-day,  and  we  may  pass  a law  to-morrow; 
and,  if  we  find  that  he  is  receiving  more  than  pro- 
per prices,  let  congress  alter  the  law  and  fix  the 
prices.  I do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  we  have  the 
power  to  do  so  at  any  time;  and  I pledge  myself  to 
go  for  a reduction  in  that  department,  if  it  is  shown 
to  be  reasonable  and  just.  But  again  the  question 
meets  us,  how  shall  we  get  along  in  the  mean  time? 
The  public  printing  must  be  done. 

Mr.  P.  adverted  to  the  departure  of  the  house 
from  its  order  of  Saturday,  by  a process  which  he 
did  not  exactly  comprehend;  and  then,  in  redemp- 
tion of  his  pledge  given,  renewed  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Vanderpoel  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Hoffman  asked  for  the  reading  of  the  last 
section  ol  the  law  of  1819.  He  did  this  because 
he  was  placed  in  the  same  situation  as  the  gentle- 
man who  had  just  taken  his  seat.  He  (Mr.  H.) 
had  voted  against  the  resolution  at  the  extra  ses- 
sion, believing  the  law  binding  upon  their  proceed- 
ings, and  believing  that  they  could  not  by  a resolu- 
tion of  one  body  repeal  that  la  w.  He  wished  there- 
fore, to  have  the  law  read  to  see  what  its  limitation 
was. 

And  the  following  section  of  the  law  of  1819  was 
read  accordingly. 

“That,  as  soon  as  this  resolution  shall  have  been  ap- 
roved  by  the  president  of  the  United  States,  each 
ouse  shall  proceed  to  ballot  for  a printer,  to  execute 
its  work  during  the  next  congress;  and  the  person  hav- 
ing the  greatest  number  of  votes  shall  be  considered 
duly  elected;  and  shall  give  bond,  with  sureties,  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  secretary  of  the  senate  and  clerk  of  the 
house  of  representatives,  respectively,  for  the  prompt, 
accurate,  and  neat  execution  of  the  work;  and  in  case 
any  inconvenient  delay  should  be  at  any  time  experi- 
enced by  either  house,  in  the  delivery  of  its  work,  the 
secretary  and  clerk,  respectively  may  be  authorised  to 
employ  another  printer  to  execute  any  portion  of  the 
work  of  the  senate  or  house,  and  charge  the  excess,  in 
the  account  of  such  printer,  for  exe.uting  such  work, 
above  what  is  herein  allowed,  to  the  printer  guilty  of 
such  negligence  and  delay:  Provided , That  nothing 
herein  contained  shall  preclude  the  choice  of  the 
same  printer  by  the  senate  and  by  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives.’’ 

Mr.  Briggs  said  there  was  a subsequent  resolution, 
passed  in  1829,  which,  in  some  respects,  made  a 
change.  He  asked  that  it  be  read. 

The  clerk  then  read  the  law  of  1829,  in  the  words 
following: 

“ Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives 
of  the  United  Slates  of  America,  in  congress  assembled. 
That,  within  thirty  days  before  the  adjournment  of 
every  congress,  each  house  shall  proceed  to  vote  for  a 
printer  to  execute  its  work  for  tmd  during  the  succeed- 
ing congress,  and  the  person  having  the  majority  of  all 
the  votes  given  shall  be  considered  duly  elected;  and 
that  so  much  of  the  resolution  approved  the  third  day 
of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nineteen, 
entitled  ‘a  resolution  directing  the  manner  in  which  the 
printing  of  congress  shall  be  executed,  fixing  the  prices 
thereof,  and  providing  for  the  appointment  of  a printer 
or  printers,’  as  is  altered  by  this  resolution,  be,  and  the 
satrre  is  hereby,  rescinded-’’ 


Mr.  Cashing  asked  to  have  two  or  three  sentences 
read,  to  show  what  was  the  effect  of  the  rates  now 
fixed.  Mr.  C.  (though  the  authority  quoted  by 
him  was  not  distinctly  heard  by  the  reporter)  was 
understood  to  refer  to  a report  made  by  Mr.  John- 
son,  of  Tennessee,  in  the  24th  congress,  from  which 
it  appeared  that  the  sum  of  $2  20  was  the  rate  here 
paid  for  that  which,  in  Boston,  could  be  done  for  one 
dollar. 

Mr.  Giddings  called  for  the  reading  of  the  resolu- 
tion; which,  having  been  read — 

Mr.  Lewis  Williams  (amidst  cries  of  “order”) 
said  he  would  state,  in  answer  to  the  question  how 
the  printing  should  be  done  in  the  mean  time,  that 
the  house  could  give  a special  order  for  the  printing 
of  any  document. 

Mr.  Statily  inquired  of  the  chair  whether,  if  the 
motion  to  lay  on  the  table  prevailed,  the  effect  would 
not  be  to  bring  the  house  to  the  election  of  printer, 
and  thus  to  disregard  all  the  propositions  which  had 
been  made  on  the  score  of  economy. 

The  speaker  said  that  if  the  motion  to  lay  on 
the  table  prevailed,  the  effect  would  be  to  bring  the 
house  directly  to  the  question  of  the  election  of 
printer. 

Mr.  Hopkins  called  for  the  reading  of  a report 
of  a select  committee,  heretofore  made  on  this  sub- 
ject. 

The  speaker  said  the  document  could  be  read  by 
consent. 

Mr.  Turney  objected  to  the  reading. 

Mr.  Graves  said  thi3  was  certainly  a very  appro- 
priate document  to  be  read. 

Mr.  Hopkins  proceeded  to  say  that  much  reflec- 
tion had  been  bestowed  on  the  subject  by  the  gen- 
tleman who  was  at  the  head  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Turney  pre sisting  in  his  objection. 

Mr.  Lewis  Williams  moved  that  the  document  be 
read . 

Mr.  Turney  moved  to  Jay  that  motion  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  L.  Williams  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Briggs  inquired  of  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia (Mr.  Hopkins)  what  the  document  was. 

Mr.  I-Iopkins  explained  that  it  was  the  report  of  a 
select  committee  raised  at  the  last  session  of  con- 
gress on  the  memorial  of  Francis  P.  Blair,  and  of 
which  the  gentleman  from  N.  Carolina  (Mr.  McKay) 
was  chairman. 

Mr.  Wise  was  understood  to  say  that  this  report 
had  never  been  acted  upon,  and  that  its  contents 
were  not  known  even  to  the  old  members. 

Mr.  Hopkins  was  understood  to  say  he  had  been 
given  to  understand  that  this  report  had  been  sealed 
up,  and  had  not  yet  been  opened. 

And  the  question  on  the  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table  the  motion  to  read  the  report  was  then  taken 
and  decided  in  the  negative:  yeas  107,  nays  116. 

So  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  rejected. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Lewis  Williams,  (which  was  in  the  following 
words): 

Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  select  committee 
raised  during  t lie  last  congress  upon  the  memorial  of 
F.  P.  Blair,  recommending  a change  in  the  manner  of 
executing  the  public  printing,  be  read  by  the  clerk  for 
the  information  of  the  house;  also  the  resolutions  of  the 
said  committee  appended  to  the  said  report. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maine,  moved  to  amend  the  mo- 
tion by  including  the  reading  of  all  the  report  so  far 
as  it  related  to  the  public  printing. 

Mr.  S.  said  his  object  was  to  have  all  the  infor- 
mation that  the  committee  had  obtained  in  the 
course  of  their  investigation. 

Mr.  Lewis  Williams  said  he  had  no  objection  lo 
include  the  whole  document. 

Mr.  Galbraith  here  made  the  following  point  of 
order: 

The  point  of  order  is,  that  a motion  having  been 
made  to  lay  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  on  the  table,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  or- 
dered on  that  motion,  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina  for  the  reading  of  a certain  do- 
cument, the  same  having  been  objected  to,  is  not  in 
order. 

The  chair  decided  the  motion  to  be  in  order. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maine,  said  he  had  offered  the 
amendment  because  he  thought  that  the  resolution 
of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  was  not  full 
enough.  His  resolution  included  only  so  much  of 
the  document  as  recommended  a change,  without 
any  of  the  reasons  which  operated  upon  the  com- 
mittee for  making  the  change.  He  wished  to  Jiear 
all,  though  he  thought  there  might  be  some  develop- 
ments which  might  not  be  palatable  to  some  gen- 
tlemen. 

Mr.  TV.  Thompson  said  that  he  was  in  favor  of 
the  amendment— he  was  for  reading  all.  He  was 
understood  to  add,  that  the  law  of  1819,  to  which 
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his  colleague  (Mr.  Pickens)  had  referred,  and  which 
had,  in  part,  been  read,  was  nothing  more  than  a 
joint  resolution,  susceptible  of  repeal  at  any  time. — 
It  commenced  with  saying  that  the  printing  of  con- 
gress should  be  done  in  the  way  therein  set  forth, 
“except  when  otherwise  specially  ordered." 

Some  further  conversation  having  ensued  on  an 
incidental  point  of  order,  (not  material  to  this  re- 
port)— 

Mr.  Wise  said  that  they  were  there  bona  fide  seek- 
ing for  information  on  a point  of  statistics.  They 
wished  merely  to  know  the  difference  between  the 
expense  of  printing  done  by  private  contract,  and 
printing  done  in  the  usual  mode  by  the  election  of  a 
public  printer.  If  the  house  was  to  be  turned  aside 
from  this  important  question  to  go  into  a controver- 
sy founded  upon  the  memorial  of  Francis  P.  Blair, 
there  was  no  telling  how  much  time  might  be  con- 
sumed. Certainly  the  house  would  not  go  through 
a voluminous  repoit,  which  might  occupy  its  atten- 
tion for  the  remainder  of  this  week,  when  all  that 
was  really  essential  might  be  read  in  fifteen  minutes. 
If  they  went  into  the  report  now,  they  would  be 
turning  out  the  whole  business  of  the  house  to  enter 
on  one  of  the  most  bitter,  small,  and  contemptible 
matters  that  occupied  the  time  of  a portion  of  the 
last  congress. 

Mr.  Vanderpoel  said  that  fair  play  was  a jewel 
more  precious  than  any  that  glittered  in  the  diamond 
mines  of  Golconda,  or  that  lay  imbebbed  in  the 
green  waters  of  Oman.  If  any  part  of  the  report 
was  read,  he  should  go  for  reading  all. 

Mr.  Smith  said  the  report  was  not  so  formidable 
as  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Wise)  sup- 
posed. Instead  of  consuming  the  balance  of  this 
week,  it  would  scarcely  take  the  balance  of  the  day. 
It  was  a report  full  of  valuable  information;  and, 
however  high  might  be  the  respect  he  entertained 
for  the  committee  that  made  it,  he  was  not  disposed 
to  take  the  statistical  tacts  or  opinions  which  the  in- 
vestigation of  that  committee  might  have  spread  be- 
fore them,  without  looking  into  the  whole  report 
and  into  the  grounds  on  which  it  was  founded.  He 
wanted  all  the  light  that  the  report  could  give  them; 
he  had  no  idea  of  being  Gor.fined  to  any  detached 
part. 

And  the  question  having  been  then  taken,  the 
amendment  was  agreed  to. 

And  the  question  recurring  on  the  resolution  as 
amended,  some  further  discussion,  directed  chiefly 
to  a point  of  order,  arose. 

After  which  the  question  was  taken,  and  the  re- 
solution, as  amended,  was  agieed  to. 

The  clerk  then  proceeded  to  read  the  report;  and 
having  concluded — ■ 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  rose  and  said  that 
he  should  like  to  learn  from  the  chairman  of  the  se- 
lect committee  whether  the  report  was  ever  agreed 

to. 

Mr.  McKay  replied  that  a meeting  of  the  com- 
mittee had  been  held  on  Saturday  evening,  and  a 
majority  of  it  agreed  to  the  report.  The  resolution 
of  his  colleague  calling  for  the  reading  of  the  re- 
port required  also  that  the  resolutions  of  the  com- 
mittee should  be  read.  The  resolutions  were  not 
among  the  papers,  and  he  did  not  known  where 
they  were;  though,  perhaps,  they  might  be  in  his 
desk  at  home.  He  would  state  the  substance  of 
them,  which  were  two  in  number  only.  The  first 
was  amendatory  of  the  joint  resolution  of  1819, 
which  made  certain  regulations  with  regard  to  the 
size  of  the  pages  anil  other  matters,  which  only 
practical  printers  could  understand.  The  other  re- 
solution was,  that  the  heads  of  departments  should 
be  required  to  have  their  reports  and  accompanying 
documents  printed  during  the  recess  of  congress  by 
contract,  so  that  they  might  be  laid  on  the  desks  of 
members  at  the  opening  of  the  session.  The  ma- 
jority of  the  committee  were  in  favor  of  having  the 

fmblic  printing  done  by  contract,  because  they  be- 
ieved  it  would  be  done  as  well  and  cheaper  than  if 
done  by  the  printer  of  the  house.  The  committee 
were  desirous  that  the  experiment  should  first  be 
made  of  doing  the  printing  by  contract  for  the  de- 
partment, before  doing  it  lor  this  house.  They 
wished  to  see  how  it  would  work  with  regard  to 
them.  The  committee  were  of  the  opinion  that  the 
rule  ought  to  be  repealed  which  required  separate 
sets  of  documents  to  be  furnished  to  each  member, 
and  that  only  one  set  should  be  printed,  as  it  was 
the  common  practice  to  look  at  them,  and  then 
throw  most  of  them  under  their  desks;  so  that,  by  the 
time  the  session  closed,  the  floor  was  covered  with 
useless  documents.  The  adoption  of  this  new  rule 
would  save  $3,000  a year.  Another  rule  they 
wished  adopted  was,  that,  if  the  same  document 
was  required  by  each  house,  the  order  to  print  it 
should  be  made  by  one  house  only.  By  the  adop- 
tion of  this  arrangement,  a great  deal  of  monpy 
would  be  saved  to  the  country.  Mr.  McK.  con- 
cluded by  saying  that  he  was  perfectly  willing  to 


go  with  those  gentlemen  who  were  in  favor  of  adopt- 
ing the  contract  system — of  doing  it  consistantly 
with  the  provisions  of  the  joint  resolution  of  1819. 

Mr.  Bond  asked  for  the  reading  of  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Petrikin  was  understood  to  object  fo  the 
reading  of  the  resolutions. 

Mr.  Bond  said  he  was  not  satisfied  with  a mere 
verbal  account  of  the  resolutions.  He  insisted  on 
the  resolutions  themselves  being  read.  He  wished 
to  know  whether  there  was  a resolution  appended  to 
the  report  recommending  that  the  printing  should 
be  given  to  the  lowest  bidder?  [Loud  cries  of  “or- 
der! order!”  “Question!  question!’’] 

Mr.  Petrikin  repeated  his  objection  to  the  read- 
ing of  the  resolutions. 

Mr.  McKay  said  that  he  had  told  the  house  the 
character  of  the  resolutions,  and  that  they  had  been 
mislaid.  The  resolutions  were  in  conformity  to  the 
report. 

Mr.  Bond.  The  gentleman  must  account  for  the 
resolutions. 

The  speaker  called  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  (Mr. 
Bond)  to  order. 

Mr.  Wise  wished  to  know  whether  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Petrikin)  had  a right 
to  object  to  an  order  of  the  house? 

The  speaker  stated  that  the  order  of  the  house 
was,  that  the  report  and  resolutions  of  the  select 
committee  be  read. 

Mr.  Wise  asked  if  it  was  not  in  order  to  inquire 
what  had  become  of  the  resolutions  which  were  or- 
dered to  be  read  together  with  the  report.  He  wish- 
ed no  person  to  account  for  them  but  the  member  of 
the  house  in  whose  possession  they  had  been. 

Mr.  Bell  moved  that  the  gentleman  from  Norlh 
Carolina  have  leave  to  state  what  was  the  substance 
and  character  of  the  resolutions  adopted  by  the 
committee. 

After  a few  remarks  from  Messrs.  W.  Thompson, 
llillen  and  Briggs, 

Mr.  McKay  remarked  that  no  resolution  had  been 
adopted  by  the  committee  that  all  the  public  print- 
ing should  be  done  by  contract — only  that  required 
by  the  departments. 

[Here  Mr.  McKay  found  the  resolutions,  and  sent 
them  to  the  clerk,  who  read  them  to  the  house.] 

The  question  pending  being  the  motion  to  lay  the 
resolutions  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr. 
Anderson),  on  the  table. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded,  and  being 
ordered,  and  taken,  were — yeas  114,  nays  107. 

So  the  resolutions  was  laid  on  the  table. 

•Mr.  Bynum  then  offered  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  this  house  will  forthwith  proceed  to 
the  election  of  a public  printer,  who  shall  discharge  the 
duties  of  printer  until  otherwise  ordered. 

Resolved,  That  a select  committee  of  five  members 
bo  appointed  to  report  to  this  house  what  means  can  be 
adopted  to  have  the  public  printing  executed  in  the  best 
manner,  and  at  the  least  possible  cost,  and  that  said 
committee  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Bynum  subsequently  withdrew  the  above  re- 
solutions, and  offered  the  following  which  were 
read: 

Resolved,  That  the  clerk  of  this  house  be  authorised 
to  employ  some  suitable  person  or  persons  to  execute 
the  necessary  printing  of  this  house,  in  the  manner 
prescrihed  bv  the  joint  resolution  of  1819,  until  other- 
wise directed  by  the  house. 

Resolved,  That  a select  committee  he  appointed  to 
inquire  whether  the  public  printing  of  this  house  can- 
not be  better  and  cheaper  done  by  contract  than  by 
the  existing  mode. 

Mr.  Garland,  of  La.  moved  to  suspend  the  further 
execution  of  the  order  of  Saturday  last,  in  order  to 
take  up  the  resolutions  otfered  by  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Bynum). 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  demanded,  were  order- 
ed, and,  being  taken,  were:  yeas  134,  nays  87. 

So  the  house  refused  to  suspend  the  order. 

The  house  was  then  proceeding  to  the  execution 
of  the  order  of  Saturday  last,  viz:  to  elect  a public 
printer,  and  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maine,  had  risen  and  no- 
minated Blair  and  Rives,  when 

Mr.  Slade  rose  and  moved  that  the  further  exe- 
cution of  the  order  of  Saturday  last  be  postponed 
indehnalely,  in  order  to  take  up  the  resolution  of- 
fered by  Mr.  Bynum. 

The  speaker  decided  the  motion  to  be  in  order. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson  appealed  from  the  decision  of 
the  chair. 

And  the  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded. 

A long  discussion  then  ensued  on  the  point  of 
order,  in  which  Messrs  Bell,  Petrikin,  Jameson, 
Slade,  Briggs,  Lewis,  of  Alabama,  Chapman,  Til- 
linghasl  and  Holleman  participated. 

When  the  appeal  and  the  motion  lor  the  indefinite 
postponement  of  the  further  execution  of  the  order 
of  Saturday  were  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Sherrod  Williams  then  moved  an  adjourn- 
ment. 


And  the  yeas  and  nays  being  demanded  and 
taken,  were:  yeas  110,  nays  10G. 

So  the  house  adjourned  until  12  o’clock  to-mor- 
row. 

Tuesday,  Bee.  24.  The  president’s  message  was 
received,  by  the  hands  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  his  pri- 
vate secretary,  and  was  lead  at  the  clerk’s  table. 

[For  the  message,  see  this  day’s  proceedings  of 
the  senate,  page  279.] 

The  message  having  been  read,  Mr.  Petrikin 
moved  that  the  message  and  accompanying  docu- 
ments bo  laid  upon  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  Vanderpoel  hoped  no  motion  would  be  enter- 
tained which  would  interfere  with  the  execution  of 
the  order  of  the  house  of  the  21st  instant. 

Mr.  Petrikin  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  Lewis  Williams  renewed  the  motion. 

A desultory  conversation  here  ensued  as  to  the 
usual  disposition  of  the  message,  and  as  to  the  num- 
ber of  copies  that  should  be  printed;  in  which 
Messrs.  Vanderpoel,  Wise,  L.  Williams,  Briggs, 
Smith,  Giddings,  Graves,  Dromgoole,  Pope,  Bynum, 
Turney  and  Stanly  participated. 

Various  motions  were  made,  after  which,  the 
motion  to  lay  the  message  on  the  table  was  agreed 
to,  and  the  motion  to  print  received  a similar  dispo- 
s ition. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  the  report  of 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  the  reading  of  which, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Fillmore,  was  dispensed  with. 

The  speaker  announced  that  there  were  other 
communications  on  the  table. 

They  were  all,  by  consent,  reserved  until  to-mor- 
row. 

Mr.  Petrikin  asked  leave  to  offer  a resolution  pro- 
viding for  the  appointment  of  the  standing  commit- 
tees. 

The  chair  ruled  that  the  resolution  was  not  at 
this  time  in  order. 

Mr.  Giddings  moved  a suspension  of  the  order  of 
the  house,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  him  to  offer 
the  following  resolution,  which  was  read  for  infor- 
mation: 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expressly  understood  that  the  elec- 
tion of  printer  shall  give  to  the  person  elected  no  right 
to  do  the  public  printing  for  a longer  time  than  the  house 
shall  hereafter  deem  compatible  with  the  public  inter- 
ests. 

The  speaker  decided  that  it  was  in  order  to  move 
the  postponement  of  the  execution  of  the  order,  but 
that  the  resolution  itself  was  not  in  order,  being 
against  the  law  of  1819,  which  specified  the  mode 
of  electing  a printer,  and  the  time  for  which  he 
should  act. 

Mr.  Fillmore  inquired  whether,  under  the  law  of 
1819,  the  election  was  to  take  place  by  ballot  or  viva 
voce ? 

Mr.  Dromgoole  said  it  would  be  time  enough  to 
decide  that  question  when  it  arose. 

Mr.  Fillmore  understood  that  this  was  the  proper 
time — the  first  business  in  order  being  the  execution 
of  the  order  of  Saturday. 

The  speaker  said,  in  examining  the  laws,  he  had 
had  some  difficulty  on  the  question;  but  that,  in  his 
opinion,  the  mode  prescribed  by  the  law  was  that  of 
ballot. 

A long  debate,  directed  not  to  this  decision,  but 
to  a review  of  the  laws  and  proceedings  of  both 
houses  in  relation  to  the  public  printing,  to  the  alleg- 
ed extravagances  in  this  depaitment  of  the  public 
expenditures,  and  to  the  efforts  which  one  or  the 
other  party  had  made  towards  retrenchment  in  rela- 
tion to  it,  then  arose;  and  was  participated  in  by 
Messrs.  McKay,  Fillmore  and  Dawson,  and  (in  ex- 
planation) by  Messrs.  Wise  and  Vanderpoel. 

Mr.  Dawson  offered  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  the  order  of  this  house  in  relation  to 
the  election  of  a primer  be  postponed  until  the  first  day 
of  February  next. 

Resolved  further,  That  the  clerk  of  this  house  be  au- 
thorised to  employ  some  suitable  person  or  persons  to 
execute  die  necessary  printing  of  this  house  in  the 
manner  prescribed  by  the  joint  resolution  of  1819,  until 
further  ordered  by  this  house. 

Resolved  further,  That  a select  committee  be  appoint- 
ed to  inquire  whether  the  public  printing  of  this  house 
cannot  be  better  and  cheaper  done  by  contract  than  by 
the  existing  mode. 

Tlie  chair  thought  that  the  resolutions,  as  now 
worded,  were  not  in  order. 

The  debate  was  continued  by  Messrs.  Vanderpoel, 
Mason,  Davis,  of  Kentucky,  Bond  and  Bynum.  Af- 
ter w hie!*, 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  South  Carolina,  moved  that 
when  this  house  adjourn,  it  be  to  meet  on  Friday 
next. 

On  which  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  demand- 
ed; and,  being  taken,  were — yeas  88,  nays  86. 

So  the  house  agreed  to  the  inolion. 

Then  Mr.  Wise  moved  an  adjournment,  which 
was  carried  iu  the  affirmative — yeas  8^,  nays  79. 
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Agricultural  school.  The  Kentucky  agricultural  so- 
ciety has  projected  a school  of  agriculture  for  that  state, 
and  arrangements  have  been  made  to  petition  the  le- 
gislature to  incorporate  a joint  stock  company  with  a 
capital  of  $100,000  for  the  purchase  of  a farm,  build- 
ings, stock,  & c.  which  is  to  be  under  the  direction  of  a 
superintendent,  and  worked  by  the  students.  The 
term  of  instruction  is  four  years,  and  the  pupils  are  to 
work  on  the  farm  or  in  the  shops  four  hours  daily  and 
pay  an  annual  tuition  fee:  all  profits  to  be  laid  out  on  a 
library,  apparatus,  &c.  The  course  of  instruction  to 
be  practical  agriculture  and  the  sciences  most  intimate- 
ly connected  with  it;  together  with  mathematics,  me- 
chanics, modern  languages  and  bell  lettres.^  It  is  pro- 
posed that  the  state  subscribe  one-fourth  of  the  stock, 
and  thus  have  an  interest  in  the  appointment  of  pro- 
fessors, &c. 

Alabama  legislature.  On  Monday,  December  2d, 
this  body  assembled.  John  D.  Phelan,  of  Tuscaloosa, 
was  unanimously  chosen  speaker.  In  the  senate, 
Green  P.  Rice  was  elected  president  without  oppo- 
sition. 

Army.  By  resignation  and  death,  and  consequent 
promotion,  all  the  field  officers  of  the  4th  regiment  of 
infantry  were  changed  in  three  days— -a  remarkable 
event  that  may  not  occur  once  in  twenty  or  thirty 
years  in  time  of  peace. 

Colonel  Cummings,  vice  Cutler,  resigned. 

Lieutenant  colonel  Garland,  vice  Foster,  deceased. 

Major  Staniford,  vice  Riely,  promoted. 

[Army  and  Navy  Chron. 

Baltimore  tonnage.  The  tonnage  of  Baltimore,  on  the 
30th  Sept.  1839  is  as  follows: 

Tons  95th. 


Permanent  registered  tonnage,  27,831  30 

Temporary,  do.  do.  5,714  55 

Permanent  enrolled  and  licensed  tonnage,  29,566  24 
Steam  vessels  enrolled  and  licensed  7,754  83 

Licensed  tonnage  under  20  tone,  606  12 


Total  tonnage  of  Baltimore  30th  Sept.  1839,  71,523  41 

Revenue  of  Baltimore.  The  amount  of  duties  on 
imports,  for  the  district  of  Baltimore,  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  30:h  Sept,  last,  was  as  follows: 

1st  quarter,  ending  31st  Dec.  1333,  $263,551  41 

2d  do.  ending  30th  March,  1839,  333,140  36 

3d  do.  ending  30ih  June,  do.  300,737  44 

4th  do.  ending  30th  Sept.  do.  397,034  07 


$1,304,469  38 


Bank  circulation  in  Rhode  Island.  The  circulation 
of  2 1 banks  in  Providence,  with  capital  $6,845,575  00 
was  on  the  4ih  Nov.  $857,902  25;  on  the  18th  Nov. 
$824,586  25.  [ Providence  Journal. 

'The  banks  of  Philadelphia.  Bicknell’s  last  Reporter 
states  the  Philadelphia  banks  are  about  to  resume  spe- 
cie payments— the  precise  date  not  yet  fixed. 

Coal.  The  quantity  of  coal  brought  to  Philadelphia, 
since  the  opening  of  navigation  in  the  spring,  is  stated 
as  follows: 

Schuylkill  region  423,248  tons. 

Lehigh,  do.  220,832  do. 

Lackawana,  do.  121,660  do. 


Total,  765,740  tons. 

Croton  water  works.  $3,000,000  more  are  proposed 
to  be  raised  towards  completing  this  work.  The 
comptroller  says  $2,500,000  will  be  required  during  the 
year  1840,  to  pay  off  the  contractors,  and  that  the 
work  is  progressing  with  all  speed. 

Cotton  crop  of  South  Carolina.  The  Greensville 
(S.  C.j  Mountaineer  says:  “The  cotton  crop  in  the 
middle  and  upper  districts  of  this  state  has,  generally, 
so  far  as  we  can  learn  turned  out  tully  one-third  more 
than  last  year. 

The  Columbia d.  The  big  gun,  recently  cast  at  Mr. 
Alger’s  foundry,  at  south  Boston,  was  tried  at  south 
Boston  point,  near  Blake’s  lumber  wharf.  It  threw  a 
ball,  or  rather  a shell,  weighing  150  pounds,  nearly 
across  the  water  to  the  Dorchester  shore.  Some  of  the 
balls  ricochelted  on  the  water  very  beautifully,  throwing 
up  columns  of  spray,  presenting  quite  a picturesque 
appearance.  Some  of  the  shots  were  fired  with  the 
muzzle  of  the  gun  elevated,  and  made  a tremendous 
whizzing  while  passing  through  the  air.  These  expe- 
riments with  the  big  gun,  cost  something,  however,  for 
“Every  time  they  fired  itoff, 

It  took  a horn  of  powder” 

weighing  16  pounds — and  the  whole  expense  of  each 
charge  was  $15.  [ Boston  Mer.  Journal. 

Defalcation.  The  Army  and  Navy  Chronicle  states, 
that  paymaster  R.  A.  Forsyth  has  been  dismissed  from 
the  army  for  a defalcation  of  about  $15,000. 

Exchange  in  New  York,  on  London  9 a 9 1-2;  Paris 
5 22  1-2;  Philadelphia  7 a 7 3-4;  Baltimore  7 a 7 1-2. 

Election  of  mayors.  On  the  question  of  the  amend- 
ment of  the  constitution,  relative  to  the  election  of 
mayors  by  the  people,  decided  at  the  recent  election  in 
New  York,  there  were  cast  90,437  votes  in  favor,  and 
382  against  it 


Commerce  of  Baltimore.  Importations  into  the  port 
of  Baltimore  from  foreign  ports,  from  1st  July  to  30th 


Sept,  inclusive  in 

1839. 

1838. 

Coffee, 

bags, 

hhds. 

31,067 

25,644 

Sugar, 

2,527 

3,559 

trcs. 

82 

193 

bxs. 

875 

3.013 

brls. 

447 

2,569 

Molasses, 

hhds. 

274 

1,686 

trcs. 

178 

334 

brls. 

56 

65 

The  amount 

of  importations  of  the 

foregoing  arti- 

cles  for  the  first  three  quarters  of  the  present  year, 
compared  with  the  corresponding  period  of  last  year, 
is  as  follows: 

Jan.  1 to  Sept,  30th,  1839. 


Cofiee, 

Sugar, 

trcs. 
bxs. 
brls. 
hhds 
trcs. 
brls. 

Ox  and  cow  hide: 


Molasses, 


bags,  94,636 
hhds.  12,725 
196 
7,129 
2.465 
7,376 
779 
970 


1833. 
66,363 
10,150 
330 
5,885 
5,879 
5,423 
693 
333 

;lso  been  imported 


There  have 

into  this  port,  during  the  present  year,  as  above  stated, 
from  foreign  ports,  68,305  ox  and  cow  hides. 

James  S.  Buckingham-  Tribute  of  respect.  We  un- 
derstand that  a large  number  of  ladies  and  gentlemen 
of  this  city,  who  last  season  subscribed  for  an  honora- 
ry testimonial  to  Mr.  Buckingham  the  traveller,  have 
availed  themselves  of  the  present  visit  of  that  gentle- 
man to  this  city,  to  place  it  in  his  hands.  It  is  a beau- 
tiful silver  vase,  manufactured  by  Messrs.  Jones,  Lows 
& Ball,  and  bears  the  following  inscription,  which  suf- 
ficiently indicates  the  design  of  this  appropriate  and 
elegant  gift: 

Presented 

By  several  ladies  of  Boston, 
to 

JAMES  S.  BUCKINGHAM, 

For  his  efforts  in  behalf  of 
SEAMEN, 

And  in  the  cause  of  HUMANITY, 
in 

INDIA. 

Dec.  6,  1839. 

This  vase,  we  understand,  is  the  same  which  ob- 
tained the  highest  premium  at  the  late  Mechanic’s 
fair  in  this  city.  [ Boston  Gazette. 

Banks  of  Georgia.  A bill  regulating  the  banks  of 
Georgia  during  suspension,  and  requiring  them  to  re- 
sume in  March  next,  after  having  been  long  under 
consideration,  amended,  &c.  was  rejected  by  the  se- 
nate on  the  1st  of  December,  41  to  30. 


Massachusetts.  The  special  election  to  fill  the  va- 
cancy in  congress  from  the  Franklin  district  took  place 
on  the  23d  inst.  Osman  Baker  is  the  whig,  and  Ra- 
dolphus  Dickenson,  the  administration  candidate.  At 
the  last  trial  the  vote  stood:  Baker  3,332;  R.  Dicken- 
son, 3.023;  Edward  Dickenson  (whig)  397;  othej-s, 
chiefly  whig  votes,  860. 

Mammoth  cave.  Dr.  Croghan  of  the  Louisville  faculty 
has  conceived  the  novel  notion  of  building  a hotel  with- 
in the  celebrated  mammoth  cave  of  Kentucky,  and  has 
actually  purchased  the  property,  and  is  making  his  ar- 
rangements for  the  speedy  erection  of  the  house.  His 
guests,  should  he  have  any  in  the  dark  recesses  of  the 
cavern,  will  be  sure  of  being  cool  and  in  good  preser- 
vation in  the  retirement  and  saltpetre  of  the  mammoth 
cave. 

Nashville  and  New  Orleans  rail  road.  The  True 
American  states  that  22  miles  of  the  Nashville  railroad 
have  been  completed,  and  that  its  further  progress  has 
been  suspended  till  the  meeting  of  the  legislature. 

Naval.  The  report  of  a naval  court  martial,  noticed 
in  our  last  proves  to  be  premature,  if  not  unfounded. — 
No  such  order  has  yet  been  issued. 

Frigate  United.  States.  The  Nevv  York  Star  states 
on  what  is  deems  good  authority,  that  the  U.  S.  frigate 
United  States,  lately  fitted  at  Boston,  at  an  expense  of 
$82,000,  for  the  Brazil  station,  has  undergone  a survey 
at  Brooklyn,  and  been  pronounced  unseaworthy. 

The  U.  S.  brig  Dolphin,  got  under  way  from  New 
York  on  the  19th,  and  proceeded  to  sea.  The  follow- 
ing is  a list  of  her  officers: — Charles  H.  Bell,  esq.  lieut. 
commanding;  lieuts.  James  Findlay  Schenck,  James 
P.  McKinstry;  Robt.  T.  Barry,  passed  assistant  sur- 
geon; Thomas  B.  Nalle,  purser;  J.  R.  M.  Mullany, 
John  S.  Neville,  passed  midshipmen;  G.  E.  West, 
James  Ladd,  Wm.  F.  Spicer,  midshipmen;  J.  R.  Neil- 
ley,  purser’s  clerk. 

Philadelphia.  The  income  derived  by  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  from  the  Fair  Mount  water  works  the 
present  year  will  exceed  115,000  dollars.  During  the 
same  period  1,277  new  permits  have  been  issued  for  the 
introduction  of  the  Schuylkill  water  into  dwellings  in 
the  city  and  liberties;  and  the  total  number  of  permits 
issued  is  29,994. 

The  number  of  buildings  erected  in  Philadelphia 


during  the  year  1839. 

, In  the  city  proper,  393 

Spring  Garden,  267 

Moyamensing,  163 

Kensington,  134 

Southwark,  99 

Northern  Liberties,  90 

Penn  township,  96 

Passyunk,  47 

Total  number,  1,289 


Schuylkill  bank.  The  directors  of  this  ill-fated  insti- 
tution are  laboriously  engaged  in  a minute  examination 
ofitsassests  and  liabilities.  We  are  pleased  to  learn 
that  they  have  obtained  from  the  late  cashier  an  assign- 
ment of  his  property,  burdened  however  by  a prefer- 
ence securing  his  bondsmen  and  a large  debt  to  John 
T.  Sullivan,  of  Washington.  The  amount  of  deposites 
does  not  exceed  $139,000,  and  the  circulation  about 
$90,000— both  of  these  items  will  be  absorbed  in  pay- 
ment of  debts  due  the  bank,  for  which  they  are  receiv- 
ed according  to  official  notice.  All  other  claims  upon 
the  institution  we  presume  must  be  paid  pro-rata. 

[N.  American. 

Specie.  The  packet  ship  Oxford  sailed  from  New 
York  on  the  18th  for  Liverpool,  having  $65,000  on 
board;  the  Westminister  for  London  took  out  $26,000. 

Specie  payments.  The  Danville  Reporter  of  Friday 
last  says:  “Both  the  Virginia ;and  Farmers’  banks  in 
Danville  have  continued  to  redeem  their  notes,  with 
specie,  whenever  a call  has  been  made  on  them  for 
the  precious  metals.” 

Steamers.  The  iron  sleamer,  Valley  Forge,  at  the 
last  date,  was  at  Cincinnati,  where  she  had  arrived  safe 
and  sound.  She  proceeded  to  N.  Orleans,  after  having 
been  visited  by  a large  number  of  the  citizens  of  Cin- 
cinnati. 

The  Cincinnatti  Gazette  of  Tuesday  says:  “We  re- 
ceived intelligence  yesterday  that  the  steamer  North 
Star  struck  the  wreck  of  the  Washington,  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Louisiville  canal,  and  sunk  in  deep  water.  She 
was  deeply  laden  with  groceries  for  Cincinnati,  which, 
together  with  the  boat,  will  likely  prove  a total  loss.’’ 

Steamer  Poinsett.  We  learn  from  the  Norfolk  Bea- 
con that  the  United  States  steamer  Poinsett,  comman- 
der Mayo,  arrived  there  on  Thursday  night  from  a 
cruise  of  six  months  on  the  coast  of  Florida,  touching 
on  her  way,  at  St.  Augustine,  Savannah,  Charleston 
and  Smithville.  On  the  night  of  the  12th  instant  the 
Poinsett  encountered  a severe  gale  off  Lookout,  in 
which  she  sustained  considerable  damage  in  the  ma- 
chinery and  hull,  and  put  into  Ocracocke,  which  port 
she  is  last  from.  The  officers  and  crew  are  in  good 
health. 

South  Carolina.  An  agricultural  convention  for  the 
state  of  South  Carolina  met  at  Columbia,  in  the  hall 
of  the  house  of  representatives,  on  Monday  evening 
the  25th  ult. — Eighty  seven  delegates  appeared  and  tooK 
their  seats.  In  the  published  list  of  delegates  we  notice 
some  distinguished  names. 

Strangers  fever  at  Charleston.  By  a tabular  state 
ment  given  in  the  Charleston  Courier,  from  a pamphlet 
report  recently  made  to  the  board  of  health  of  that 
city,  on  the  history  and  causes  of  this  fatal  epidemic 
of  the  southern  cities,  it  appears  that  it  has  prevailed  in 
Charleston  in  fifteen  of  the  forty  years  which  have 
elapsed  since  that  of  1799,  and  that  the  aggregate  num- 
ber of  deaths  in  that  city  during  these  fifteen  visita- 
tions, is  1,382.  The  greatest  number  of  deaths  in  any 
one  year,  occurred  in  1838,  when  there  were  353.  The 
next  greatest  was  in  1817,  when  they  are  stated  at 
268.  The  number  of  deaths  during  the  present  year, 
was  134. 


Stocks  in  New  York.  U.  S.  bank  of  Pa.  77;  N.  A. 
trust,  33  1-4  a 39;  Delaware  and  Hudson,  67  1-2  a 63; 
Vicksburg,  24;  Kentucky,  54  1-2. 

Sales  of  slocks  at  Philadelphia,  Dec.  20.  U.  S.  bank, 
82,  . 82  1-2;  Girard  36,  34  3-4,  34  1-2,  34  3-4;  Schuylkill, 
2 1-2;  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore  rail  road  43  3-4,  44. 


Statistics, of  Tennessee.  The  following  statistical  in- 
formation was  communicated  to  the  legislature  of  Ten- 
nessee by  the  State  bank  of  Tennessee. 

Aggregate— seventy-two  counties. 

1 White  polls,  1837,  77^73 

2 White  polls,  1839,  78,101 

3 Qualified  voters  1837,  94,343 

4 Qualified  voters  1839,  106,788 

5 Taxable  properly  1836,  117,804,047 

6 Taxable  property  1833,  125,003,533 

7 State  tax  1S37,  113,312 

S State  tax  1839,  136,519 

9  Number  of  banks,  21 

10  *Bank  capital,  7,619,527 

11  State  bank  discounts,  2,777,730 

12  Total  bank  discounts,  11,837,345 

13  Internal  imp.  subs.  3,047,541 

14  In.  im.  bonds  issued,  1,170,666 

15  Bank  bonds  authorised,  3,030,000 

16  Bank  bonds  sold,  1500,000 

Virginia.  Mr.  Allyn,  the  administration  candidate 
is  elected  by  a majority  of  51  votes,  to  the  legislature 
from  the  Norfolk  district,  from  which  he  had  been  re- 
turned, but  a new  election  had  been  ordered  by  the  le- 
gislature. 

Matthew  Vasser,  of  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.  has  with  a 
commendable  liberality,  built  at  an  expense  of  $20,000 
a church  for  the  Baptist  society  of  that  place.  It  is  a 
neat,  chaste,  and  well  proportioned,  edifice,  and  was  to 
have  been  consdcrated  on  Thursday  the  19th  inst. 


Weather.  Snow  commenced  falling  at  Baltimore 
at  9 o’clock  on  the  evening  of  the  21st,  and  continued 
failing  during  all  the  22d.  It  was  over  a foot  in  depth 
on  the  23J,  making  capital  sleighing. 


*Floating 

eluded. 


capital  $200,000,  bank  of  Tennessee,  in- 
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JKr Remittances  by  mail.  “A  postmaster  may  en 
close  money  in  a letter  to  the  publisher  ol  a newspaper, 
to  pay  the  subscription  of  a third  person,  and  trank  the 
letter,  if  written  by  himself.” — Amos  Kendall. 

Some  of  our  subscribers  may  not  be  aware  that  they 
may  save  the  postage  on  subscription  money,  by  re- 
questing the  postmaster  where  they  reside  to  frank  their 
letters  containing-such  money,  he  being  able  to  sa'isfy 
himself  before  a letter  is  sealed,  that  it  contains  nothing 
bat  what  refers  to  the  subscription.  [Am.  Farmer. 


The  president’s  message.  Congress  met  at 
Washington  On  Monday  the  2d  December,  and 
from  that  time  until  Tuesday  the  24th  of  that 
month,  the  house  of  representatives  was  detained, 
by  discussions  relative  to  certain  contested  seals, 
from  so  larorganizing  as  to  be  prepared  to  receive 
the  annual  message  of  the  president,  which  is  usu- 
ally transmitted  on  the  second  day  of  the  session. 
Meantime  the  arrangements  which  had  beeen  made 
on  most  of  the  main  routes  to  forward  the  docu- 
ment, with  extra  dispatch,  to  every  partxnf  the 
union,  had  been  entirely  put  out  of  joint — the'pub- 
lic  anxiety  had  been  diverted  by  the  importance 
of  affairs  which  intervened,  and,  as  if  fated  to  obsta- 
cles, when  at  length  the  message  was  transmitted 
to  congress  on  the  24th,  a tremendous  snow  storm 
had  so  effectually  blocked  up  the  roads  that,  with 
every  effort  to  get  it  on,  it  was  twenty-five  hours 
reaching  the  Baltimore  post  office  from  the  capi- 
tol,  a distance  which  had  been  accomplished  with 
the  piesident’s  annual  message  in  less  than  two 
hours.  Instead  of  the  usual  accounts  ot  the  rapidity 
of  the  transmission  of  the  message,  we  have,  from 
every  direction,  statements  of'  the  delay  to  which 
it  has  been  subjected  in  its  progiess,  by  uncon- 
trolable  embarrassments. 

Legislature  of  Maryland. — On  Monday, 
December  30th,  the  legislature  of  Maryland  met  at 
Annapolis,  and  alter  the  members  pesent  were  qua- 
lified, adjourned. 

On  Tuesday,  James  W.  Williams,  esq.  of  Harford 
county,  was  elected  speaker.  Mr.  Williams  re- 
ceived 33  votes,  and  Charles  Sterrett  Ridgely,  esq. 
of  Anne  Arundel,  received  22  votes.  John  N. 
Watkins  was  appointed  chief  clerk,  and  Henry  K. 
Long  assistant  clerk;  Jacob  D.  Hair,  sergeant-at- 
arms,  and  W-tlliain  Murdock,  doorkeeper. 

On  a subsequent  day,  the  governor’s.inessage  was 
delivered,  which  will  be  found  in  page  290. 

Storm.  One  of  the  most  disastrous  storms, 
which  has  occurred  during  the  season,  commenced 
at  the  eastward,  on  Frida}'  night  the  27th  ult.  and 
continued  to  rage  with  unabated  fury  until  Satur- 
day, at  noon.  Much  snow  fell  with  the  rain,  and 
the  destruction  of  the  shipping  was  immense.  The 
gale  is  said  to  have  been  quite  equal  in  violence  to 
that  of  the  15th,  though  happily  not  quite  as  des- 
tructive to  life  and  property.  In  the  Portland  har- 
bor, the  papers  give  an  account  of  the  damage  done 
to  no  less  than  sixteen  vessels; — off  Cape  Ann,  to 
five  or  six  vessels — in  Boston  harbor,  the  shipping 
suffered  very  much.  aAt  Portsmouth  the  gale  was 
very  violent,  but  no  damage  of  any  consequence 
was  done  in  the  harbor. 

The  Boston  Advertiser,  says:  “On  Friday  even- 

ing last  between  8 and  0 o’clock,  it  commenced 
blowing  hard  from  about  E.  N.  E.  and  continued 
through  the  night  hauling  gradually  to  the  E.  and 
E.  S.  E.  and  at  2J  or  3 o’clock  blew  a furious  gale, 
which  continued,  without  much  diminution  until 
about  sunrise,  when  it  subsided.  The  violence  of 
the  gale  exceeded  that  of  the  15th  ult.  ami  the  da- 
rnage  to  the  shipping  in  this  harbor  is  considerably 
greater.  We  earnestly  hope  that  the  accounts  from 
Massachusetts  bay  will  be  less  destructive  than  in 
the  two  previous  gales  this  month. 
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FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 

The  packet  ship  George  Washington  arrived  at. 
New  York  on  Friday,  the  27th  ult.  She  sailed  on 
the  27th  November,  and  brings  dates  from  London 
to  the  evening  of  the  26th. 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Marriage  of  the  queen.  The  “special  message” 
to  the  privy  council  proved  to  be  as  expected,  an  an- 
nouncement of  her  majesty’s  approaching  mar- 
riage. It  was  published  on  the  23d  of  November 
as  follows: 

“I  have  caused  you  to  be  summoned  at  the  pre- 
sent time,  in  order  that  1 may  acquaint  you  with 
my  resolution  in  a matter  which  deeply  concerns 
the  welfare  of  my  people  and  the  happiness  of  my 
future  life. 

“It  is  my  intention  to  ally  myself  in  marriage 
with  the  prince  Albert  of  Saxe  Coburg  and  Gotha. 

“Deeply  impressed  with  the  solemnity  of  the  en- 
gagement which  I am  about  to  contract,  I have  not 
come  lo  this  decision  without  mature  considera- 
tion, nor  without  feeling  a strong  assurance,  that 
with  the  blessing  of  Almighty  God,  it  will  at  once 
secure  my  domestic  felicity, and  serve  the  inteie3ts 
of  my  country. 

“I  have  thought  fit  to  make  this  resolution 
known  to  you  at  the  earliest  period,  in  order  that 
you  may  be  fully  apprised  of  a matter  so  highly 
important  to  me  and  my  kingdom,  and  which  I 
persuade  myself  will  be  most  acceptable  to  all  my 
loving  subjects  ” 

The  chartists.  These  restless  men,  it  appears,  are 
by  no  means  disposed  to  settle  down  in  quiet  under 
the  severe  lesson  they  received  at  Newport.  Meet- 
ings of  delegates  had  been  held  at  various  places  in 
the  manufacturing  districts,  to  form  another  nation- 
al convention  ostensibly,  but  really,  no  doubt,  to 
concert  measures  for  more  active  proceedings. — 
Lodges  were  formed  with  secret  signs  and  pass 
words,  and  emissaries  under  the  name  of  lecturers 
were  going  about,  inciting  the  people  to  discon- 
tent and  rebellion.  Their  operations  were  facili- 
tated by  the  extreme  depression  of  trade  and  manu- 
factures, and  the  consequent  distress  among  the 
operatives. 

The  evidence  taken  on  the  examination  of  the 
Newport  prisoners  left  no  doubt  of  the  fact,  that  a 
general  rising  throughout  the  kingdom  was  intend- 
ed, and  that  very  great  numbers  of  men  were  pledg- 
ed and  partially  organized  to  effect  it. 

In  consequence  of  alarming  accounts  from 
Merthyr  Tydril,  a detachment  of  one  hundred  men 
had  been  marched  to  Cardiff.  The  chartist  paper, 
the  Vindicator,  was  still  circulating  extensively  in 
Wales,  containing  the  most  violent  and  stimulating 
appeals  and  recommendations  of  violent  measures. 

London,  26th  November.  City , 12  o'clock.  The 
accounts  from  New  York  are  to  the  7th  inst.  by  the 
packet  ship  Patrick  Henry,  capt.  Delano,  arrived  at 
Liverpool,  and  are  on  the  whole  rather  better  than 
was  expected  from  the  advices  taken  out  by  the- 
Great  western  stearg,er,  which  was  received  in  New 
York  on  the  2d  instant.  It  seems  to  be  the. general 
opinion,  that  all  the' banks  of  the  union,  with  the 
exception  of  those  in  New  York  and  Boston  must 
suspend  specie  payments.  Consequently  there  has 
been  much  fluctuation  in  the  securities  of  the  dif- 
ferent states. 

The  Mexican  packet  Swift,  after  a very  long 
passage,  (having  sailed  on  the  15th  September), 
has  arrived  at  Falmouth,  having  on  board  about 
$700,000. 

In  American  securities  there  has  been  nothing 
done. 

It  has  been  rumored  at  Llyod’s,  this  afternoon, 
that  the  Gazette  of  to-morrow  evening  will  an- 
nounce instructions  for  the  blockade  of  the  Chinese 
seas.  On  strict  inquiry  we  do  not  discover  any 
confirmation  of  the  report. 

Liverpool  markets,  Nov.  26 ill.  Colton.  The  de- 
mand continued  good  up  to  Wednesday,  and  the 
quantity  offered  being  limited,  holders  were  ena- 
bled to  obtain  an  advance  of  fully  £d.  ppr  lb.  on  the 
common  to  lair  qualities  of  American,  and  £d.  on 
the  common  kinds  of  Surat.  The  market  subse- 
quently has  been  well  supplied,  and  the  opera- 
tions of  speculators  having  in  a great  measure  ceas- 
ed, purchases  have  been  made  at  a decline  of  l-8d. 
on  previous  rates.  The  sales  of  the  week  amount 
to  31,590  bales,  (of  which  9,500  American  and 
1,000  Surat  are  to  speculators  and  250  American 


for  shipment),  and  comprise  120  Sea  island  at  I8d. 
to  30d.;  6,740  Bowed  6|d.  to  8$d.;  7,221  Mobile, 
Alabama  and  Tennessee  6d.  to  8^d.;  11,400  New 
Orleans  6j  to  6|d.  The  sales  to  day  amount  to 
about  3,500  bags,  including  200  or  300  of  American 
on  speculation.  The  market  upon  the  whole  is 
more  steady  than  at  the  close  of  the  week,  less  cot- 
ton being  offered  for  sale;  the  remainder  American 
at  6]d.  9|  lor  Orleans.  On  Saturday  3,000  bags 
were  sold. 

Liverpool  corn  market,  Nov.  26.  The  week’s  im- 
port of  wheat,  as  well  British  as  foreign,  is  small, 
but  we  have  a supply  of  17,500  bbls.  of  American 
flour.  Of  the  latter,  and  former  imports  from  the 
United  States  and  the  Baltic,  15,800  bbls,  were  duty- 
paid  previous  to  Friday,  when  the  import  on  wheat 
advanced  to  20s.  8d.  per  quarter. 

The  very  soft  and  unsound  state  of  a great  por- 
tion of  the  new  wheat,  especially  the  growth  of 
Ireland,  whilst  rendering  it  extremely  difficult  to  dis- 
pose of,  has  created  an  increased  demand  toroid,  and 
the  stocks  in  this  port  are  materially  diminishing. 

Several  large  parcels  have  been  taken  for  ship- 
ment to  Ireland  at  9s.  to  9s.  3d.  and  some  quanti- 
ty of  the  better  description  of  Baltic  red  at  10s.  9d. 
to  11s.  4d.  the  finest  samples  ofDantzic  and  English 

old  white  have  been  held  at  11s.  9d.  to  12s.  3d. 

Odessa  soft  has  found  a fair  sale  to  our  local  millers 
at  9s.  lOd.  to  10s.  3d.  and  some  parcels  of  Mediter- 
ranean have  gone  off  at  10s.  3d.  to  10s.  9 1.  per  70 
lbs.  Irish  new  ranges  from  6s.  6d.  to  8s.  4d. 

A good  portion  of  the  liberated  U.  S.  flour  has 
found  buyers  at  40s.  to  42s.  and  several  thousand 
bbls.  have  changed  hands,  in  bond  at  29s.  to  29s.  6d. 
per  bbl.  There  is  now  little  offering.  This  morn- 
ing 1,000  bbls.  of  American  superfine  flour  was 
sold  in  bond  29s.  6d.  per  bbl. 

Voltaire.  A Genoese  editor  computes  that  the 
man  who  shows  Voltaire’s  place  at  Ferney  makes 
87,000  francs  a year.  It  is  visited  by  10,000  per- 
sons, on  an  average.  In  this  amount  are  included 
1,200  veritable  autographs  of  the  philosopher  at  20 
francs,  500  of  his  walking  canes,  300  wigs  and  800 
busts  at  a franc  each — made  of  Ferney  larch.  [16. 

FRANCE. 

The  ship  Charles  Carroll,  from  Havre  has  arrived 
at  New  York,  bringing  Paris  papers  to  the  evening 
of  November  23d. 

Three  per  cents  on  that  day  were  81f.  90c. 

Government  has  received  the  following  tele- 
graphic dispatch: 

“ Bayonne . November.  Madrid,  IS th.  The  Am- 
bassador of  France  to  the  minister  of  foreign  af- 
fairs. A decree  of  the  queen  regent  has  ordered 
the  dissolution  of  the  cortes.  Madrid  is  perfectly 
tranquil.” 

The  Belgian  chamber  of  representatives  has 
adopted  by  an  unanimous  vote  the  bill  for  prohibit- 
ing exportations  of  corn  until  16th  August,  1840. 

The  Augsburg  Gazette,  quoting  advices  of  the 
35th  ult.  says  that  Mehemet  Ali  ha3  consented  to 
give  tip  the  Turkish  fleet,  and  to  content  himself 
with  the  hereditary  sovereignty  of  Egypt  and  part 
of  Syria.  The  same  journal,  however,  in  its  Con- 
stantinople correspondence,  states  that  the  viceroy 
is  inclined  to  restore  only  Candia  together  with  the 
fleet. 

The  Persian  charge  d’affairs  at  Paris  says  the 
Commerce,  “continues  to  engage  officers  for  the 
army  of  his  sovereign,  and  is  represented  to  have 
secured  (he  services  of  several  who  have  distin- 
guished themselves  in  the  Cariist  party  of  Spain. 

Paris,  November23.  There  wasare’port  circulat- 
ed in  Paris,  yesterday,  of  the  death  of  prince  Met- 
ternich.  We  are  happy  to  state  the  rumor  is  un- 
founded. 

The  Austrian  Observer  publishes  ar.  imperial  de- 
cree, declaring  that  in  case  of  a prohibition  of  the 
exportation  of  corn  from  Hungary,  all  grain  in  de- 
pot at  the  ports  of  Fiume,  Bucarri,  Bucarizza,  Por- 
tore  and  Martinschizza,  shall  be  exempt  from  the 
prohibition,  and  may  be  exported. 

The  Journal  de  la  Meuse  states  that  the  appear- 
ance of  the  early  wheats,  in  the  northeast  parts  of  " 
France  is  promising,  and  that  the  grass  lands  are  in 
good  condition. 

Paris,  Nov.  23.  Captain  Dupetit-Thouars,  com- 
mander of  the  Venus  frigate,  lately  returned  from 
her  station  in  the  south  seas,  lor  the  protection  of 
the  French  whale  fishery,  has  addressed  a lon»-  re- 
port to  the  minister  of  the  marine,  containing  the 
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results  of  his  experience  as  to  the  actual  condition 
of  this  fishery,  and  the  improvements  to  be  intro- 
duced into  it. 

Russia  and.  the  Circassians.  Extract  of  a let- 
ter from  Odesa,  4th  November,  given  by  the  Com- 
merce: 

“We  have  just  received  intelligence  from  Anapa 
and  Tiflis,  that  the  Circassians  have  completely  de- 
feated the  Russian  cavalry  along  the  whole  line  of 
the  Sundja,  and  on  the  plains  of  Alanzan,  occasion- 
ing a loss  of  3,600  men  and  several  superior  officers 
of°distinguished  merit.  Only  a few  scattered  rem- 
nants saved  themselves  by  flying  to  Soukoum  Kale, 
Anapa  and  other  fortified  places. 

All  the  posts  of  the  Russian  cavalry  were  at- 
tacked nearly  at  the  same  hour  by  superior  num- 
bers, showing  that  the  Circassians  were  well  in- 
formed not  only  of  the  position,  but  the  strength  of 
each  post.  This  expedition  was  conducted  by  the 
Circassian  chief,  Szamhali,  in  person,  the  same 
who  has  aleady  gained  many  victories  over  the 
Russians,  and  whose  name  has  become  a terror  to 
them. 

CANTON. 

By  the  ship  Morrison,  captain  Benson,  at  New' 
York,  the  N.  Y.  Journal  of  Commerce  have  Can- 
ton papers  to  July  27th,  1339. 

The  difficulties  at  Canton  had  received  no  modi- 
fication whatever,  but  were  rather  increasing:  and 
it  is  thought  foreign  trade  will  be  entirely  suspended 
soon,  and  that  further  serious  interruptions  to  tran- 
quillity will  occur.  Foreigners  of  all  nations  (save 
a few  Americans),  had  lelt  Canton  with  all  their 
equipage,  either  for  their  respective  countries  or 
Macao. 

Several  Americans,  as  well  as  the  American  con- 
sul, were  at  Macao. 

The  imperial  commissioner  (now  at  Canton), 
has  just  received  a post  haste  despatch  from  the 
emperor,  of  vital  importance  to  that  envoy,  and 
may,  perhaps,  be  of  paramount  moment  to  foreign- 
ers. 

The  said  envoy  made  a special  despatch  a few 
months  past,  to  the  throne,  “stating”  that  the  fo- 
reigners of  all  nations  had  voluntarily  surrendered 
to  the  government  of  China,  for  confiscation  the 
20,233  chests  opium,  worth  10  a 12  millions  of  dol- 
lars; but  the  emperor,  per  chance,  having  heard  the 
truth,  i.  e.  that  his  said-  envoy’s  report  was  ‘■‘all  a 
falsehood”  (for  the  foreigners  W’ere  all  detained  in 
durance  vile  till  the  opium  was  all  delivered.  “In 
a word,  ‘opium’  or  death  to  foreigners”)  now  orders 
the  imperial  commissioner  (envoy)  in  the  most 
emhpatic  language,  to  remain  at  Canton  until  he 
settles  all  the  difficulties  he  has  caused  with  the 
foreigners;  but  such  is  quite  out  of  the  power  of 
that  envoy  to  accomplish. 

The  emperor  moreover  charges  the  imperial  com- 
missioner with  Le  Mensonge,  et  la  trompeur,  &c. 
unprecedented  in  the  history  of  China. 

There  is  comparatively  but  little  business  doing 
at  Canton,  and  since  the  late  completion  of  the 
Chinese  wall  enclosing  all  the  foreign  houses. 
“Canton”  looks  as  sad  as  a deserted  prison.  There 
has  no  vessel  of  any  nation  saiie  American,  entered 
the  port  of  Canton,  for  near  four  months  anterior  to 
the  sailing  of  this  conveyance.  There  are  30  or  40 
vessels  at  the  outer  anchorages  of  China,  from  Eng- 
land, Bombay,  Calcutta,  &c.  and  none  of  which 
are  allowed  to  enter  the  port,  “by  order”  of  H.  B. 
majesty’s  superintendent  of  affairs  in  China. 

The  British  fleet  is  looked  for  daily  from  India, 
(which  has  been  detained  on  account  of  the  Per- 
sian war)  and  the  French  ships  of  war  Astrclebe, 
capt.  D’Urville,  and  Zeete,  capt.  Jacqninot,  were 
at  Singapore,  3d  July,  from  whence  they  were  to 
sail  for  China  on  the  5th  of  the  same  month. 

At  Macao  (China)  there  is  no  special  news. 
That  city  is  full  of  foreigners,  and  no  business  go- 
ing on.  Opium  continues  to  be  sold  up  the  coast 
of  China,  and  it  is  reported  fhat  the  several  vessels 
are  now  there  with  a large  quantity  of  the  drug, 
who  by  report,  are  determined  to  persevere,  at  all 
hazards,  pending  the  uncertainty  as  to  the  ulterior 
measures  England  may  adopt  to  regulate  her  inter- 
course to  China,  “as  it  would  appear,”  from  a 
rumor,  “that  12  to  15  Chinese,  and  two  foreigners, 
were  killed  up  the  east  coast,  as  well  also,  two  or 
three  Chinese  by  some  sailors  in  a village  adjacent 
to  Lintin.  The  provincial  authorities  have  sent 
high  commissioners  to  investigate  affairs,  but  whose 
report  has  not  transpired  yet.  Should  such  reports 
be  confirmed,  it  remains  to  be  seen,  what  effect  it 
will  have  upon  those  foreigners  who  now  remain  at 
Canton. 

Reports  reached  St.  Helena  about  loth  Septem- 
ber, that  the  Girard,  from  Canton,  whence  she  sail- 
ed for  New  York  16th  May,  pul  into  the  isle  of 
France  in  distress  1st  September,  but  would  proba- 
bly escape  damage  to  her  cargo,  which  was  consi- 
dered to  consist  of  the  best  teas,  shipped  from  Chi- 


na this  season.  It  is  also  believed  that  the  Morri- 
son has  a fine  cargo  in  teas. 

There  are  on  board  the  Morrison,  two  Japanese, 
those  who  were  sent  to  Japan  last  year  in  the  Mor- 
rison, by  the  benevolent  owners  of  that  vessel — 
the  Japanese  authorities  refusing  to  receive  them 
on  their  own  shores. 

EIGHT  DAYS  LATER  FROM  EUROPE. 

The  packet  ship  Louis  Phillippe,  in  23  days  from 
Havre,  arrived  at  New  York  on  the  evening  of  the 
28th  uit.  bringing  Paris  papers  to  Dec.  3d  and 
Havre  to  December  4th  inclusive — London  to  De- 
cember 1st  and  Liverpool  to  30th  November. 

The  sultan  of  Turkey  has  granted  a charter  to 
his  subjects,  which  is  creating  a great  sensation  in 
Europe. 

The  “London  Morning  Herald”  states  from  a 
source  worthy  of  belief,  thai  lord  Palmerston  ha3 
addressed  a letter  to  the  ambassador  of  the  United 
States  in  London,  that  her  majesty’s  government 
intends  to  blockade  all  the  ports  in  the  Chinese 
empire,  and  that  the  circumstances  under  which 
this  measure  has  been  resolved  upon,  renders  it 
absolutely  necessary  for  Great  Britain  to  take  this 
step.  This  is  a most  important  movement;  for  it 
is  most  likely  that  all  the  British  forces  in  India, 
flushed  with  victory  from  Affghanistan,  will  march 
with  alacrity  to  China,  and  reduce  the  emperor  to 
submission  and  to  make  recompense.  If  to  this 
we  add  the  quarrel  between  Lin  and  the  emperor, 
the  Chinese  empire  is  in  an  unpleasant  predica- 
ment. 

The  money  markets  of  London  and  Paris  remain 
dull,  but  with  little  alteration.  Cotton  is  a little 
lower  in  Havre. 

It  is  very  evident  that  the  principles  of  demo- 
cracy are  making  a prodigous  stride  in  France  and 
England.  The  chartist  movement  in  England  is 
only  in  the  bud,  and  every  day  it  is  expected  to 
break  out  simultaneously  over  all  the  kingdom.  The 
next  news  which  will  probably  be  brought  by  the 
British  Queen,  will  reveal  a few  secrets. 

Notice  was  posted  at  the  Bank  of  England,  Nov. 
29,  as  follows:  “The  governor  and  company  of  the 
Bank  of  England  are  ready,  until  further  notice, 
to  receive  applications  for  loans  upon  the  deposite 
of  approved  bills  of  exchange,  not  having  more 
than  six  months  to  run,  such  loan  to  beiepaidon  or. 
before  17th  January  next,  at  the  rate  of  interest  of 
6 per  cent,  per  annum,  and  not  to  be  sums  less  than 
£2,000  each. 

The  chartists.  These  men  are  stiil  making  great 
efforts  to  create  a general  rising.  They  have  caused 
several  soldiers  to  desert. 

“Last  night’s  Gazette  contains  not  less  than  23 
bankruptcies,  the  greatest  number  which  has  ap- 
peared in  one  day  for  some  time  past.” — Herald, 
Nov.  30. 

It  is  said  at  Hamburg  that  one  of  the  first  mer- 
cantile houses  of  that  city  will  open  a credit  of  ten 
millions  of  marks  banco  (£710,000)  for  the  Bank 
of  England.  More  trouble  there. 

A prodigious  inundation  took  place  in  the  Thames 
ami  overflowed  many  places,  towns  and  villages  on 
its  banks. 

The  “Constitutionel”  states  that  a new  minister 
has  been  appointed  for  the  United  States,  in  the 
place  of  M.  de  Pontois,  now  at  Constantinople. — 
It  is  to  be  M.  de  Bacourl,  formerly  resident  French 
minister  at  Carlsrnhe. 

Our  old  acquaintance,  count  de  Pontoi3,  is  cutting 
a figure  in  the  east.  An  Austrain  paper  says  that 
he  has  thrown  the  Russian  diplomatists  into  a state 
of  terror,  by  declaring  that  France  will  recognise 
the  independence  of  Egypt,  as  was  done  in  the  case 
of  Texas. 

The  French  chambers  were  to  meet  on  the  23d 
December. 

A new  infernal  machine  astonished  the  Parisians 
by  an  explosion,  near  the  Palais  royal,  on  the  night 
of  the  29th  November. 

Horace  Vernet  has 'arrived  at  Alexandria  and 
has  been  presented  to  Mehemet  Ali,  the  padia  of 
Egypt;  they  had  an  interesting  conversation  about 
painting. 

M.  de  Pontois  has  had  an  audience  with  the  sulian. 
He  has  taken  a splendid  house  at  Pera,  where  he 
intends  to  entertain  the  members  of  the  divan  and 
the  diplomatic  corps. 

Counte  M°le  has  delivered  an  eulogy  on  the  late 
general  Bernard,  at  Luxembourg. 

M.  Thiers  forms  the  point  of  attraction  of  the  op- 
position in  France.  His  deportment  is  very  attrac- 
tive in  the  chamber  of  deputies.  He  has  a splendid 
house  in  the  piace  de  St.  George. 

The  due  de  Bordeaux  is  running  after  the  pretty 
girls  in  Italy,  instead  of  kingdoms. 

The  belief  gains  ground  that  there  is  to  be  a 
further  shuffling  of  places  amongst  the  Melbourne 
incapables  now  in  office.  Lord  Normanby  is  to  be 
expelled  the  home  office^  and  provided  for  as  the 


privy  seal.  Lord  John  Russell  is  to  return  to  the 
home  office — while  lord  Clarendon  is  to  grapple 
with  the  difficulties  that  envelope  the  colonial  rela- 
tions. 

The-duke  of  Wellington  is  better. 

Lord  Brougham’s  daughter  i3  very  ill. 

Louis  Napoleon  spends  the  w'inter  at  Brighton. 

Lord  Melbourne  is  about  to  marry  a widowed 
countess. 

Lord  Hill  has  reprimanded  three  distinguished 
British  officers  for  attending  political  meetings. 

The  reigning  duke  and  duchess  of  Saxe  Coburg 
are  expected  to  arrive  on  a visit  to  her  majesty  in 
the  month  of  March. 

The  foreign  exchanges  are  once  more  kept  with 
tolerable  firmness,  to  the  quotations  of  the  last  post 
day,  and  hopes,  therefore,  begin'  to  prevail  in  the 
city  that  a favorable  turn  in  them  is  near  at  hand. 
As  the  whole  continent  is  literally  glutted  with 
English  gold,  there  requires  but  a trifling  change 
to  induce  its  return  to  this  country. 

By  the  usual  official  return  published  by  the 
customs,  the  exportation  of  precious  metals  from 
London,  the  week  ending  the  21st  of  November, 
was — silver  coin  to  Hamburgh,  254,000  ounces; 
Jamaica,  2,554.  Gold  bars  to  Hamburgh,  420. 

[ Times. 

The  position  of  the  Bank  of  England  is  daily 
becoming  more  firm,  by  the  steady  influx  of  bul- 
lion from  abroad,  as  well  as  from  the  interior  of 
England;  at  the  same  time  the  great  reduction  in 
her  liabilities  remove  all  further  apprehension  as  to 
her  ability  to  meet  any  call  which  is  likely  to  be 
made  upon  her  for  gold  in  exchange  for  notes.  We 
hear  that  the  currency,  as  administered  by  the  Bank 
of  England,  is  contracted  below  what  it  has  been 
known  for  the  last  30  years;  it  is  said  that  the  amount 
of  circulation  on  Saturday  last  was  undgr  16  mil- 
lions of  pounds,  and  of  deposites  not  much  over 
five  millions;  the  nearer  approach  to  this  contrac- 
tion was  in  December,  1822,  when  the  circula- 
tion was  only  £16,088,530,  and  the  deposites  only 
£6.213,800. 

With  a knowledge  of  these  facts,  it  is  not  sur- 
prising that  the  mercantile  classes  should  have  been 
put  to  inconvenience  for  want  of  ready  money,  and 
that  they  should  be  compelled  to  make  some  sacri- 
fice to  obtain  currency,  in  which  medium  alone 
they  must  pay  their  acceptances,  and  other  engage- 
ments. Capital  is  abundant  in  all  shapes;  and 
there  is  no  feeling  of  doubt  or  discredit  about  the 
solidity  of  trade,  but  the  great  difficulty  is  to  obtain 
a supply  in  the  circulating  medium,  as  it  is  found 
that  with  sixteen  millions  of  notes  the  transactions 
of  the  country  cannot  be  adjusted  so  easily  as  with 
nineteen  millions.  \_Globe. 

Havre,  Saturday  30 th  Nov.  1839.  Cottons.  By 
the  packet  ship  Burgundy,  which  vessel  made  an 
unusually  rapid  passage,  we  received  on  Monday 
last  New  York  dates  to  the  8th  insrant,  the  un- 
favorable tenor  of  which;  connected  with  the  gloo- 
my accounts  from  the  interior,  has  not  only  had  the 
effect  of  damping  the  demand  with  us,  but  has 
also  created  a strong  desire  amongst  the  importers 
to  realize  speedily.  The  aspect  of  our  market, 
which  last  week  assumed  an  upward  tendency,  has, 
consequently,  entirely  changed  and  the  reverse  is 
now  the  case. 

Notwithstanding,  however,  that  prices  have  re- 
ceded fully  £2  on  all  the  United  States  descrip- 
tions, the  purchases  are  merely  from  hand  to  mouth, 
and  appear  to  be  made  with  considerable  circum- 
spection. The  clouds  which  had  before  hung  over 
the  commercial  horizon,  by  which  only  a few  days 
ago  seemed  on  the  eve  of  being  dispelled,  have  there- 
fore once  more  lowered,  and  our  stock  of  cottons, 
instead  of  diminishing,  as  was  naturally  expected, 
has  again  accumulated,  the  arrivals  during  the  pre- 
sent month  having  amounted  to  18,759  bales  against 
17,759  bales  outgoings.  A3  regards  our  actual 
quotations  they  are  2 a 3f.  below  those  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  month. 

Sales  from  23d  to  30th  November: — 1,737  bales 
New  Orleans,  inferior  to  good  fair,S3f.  50c.  a 112f. 
455  Mobile,  inferior  to  good  fair,  85  a llOf.  548 
Upland,  inferior  and  ordinary  to  midfair  and  fair 
90  a 103f.  S6  Florida,  inferior  and  ordinary  to  ordi- 
nary 87  a 94f. 

Marseilles  cotton  market,  tNov.  25.  The  sales  of 
the  week  have  been  of  American  descriptions,  as 
follows: — 46  bales  97f.  50c.  247  Georgia  97f.  30c. 
95f.  50c. 


MESSAGE  OF  THE  GOVERNOR  OF  MA- 
RYLAND. 

Delivered  to  both  houses  of  the  legislature,  on  Thurs- 
day, 2 d January,  1840. 

Gentlemen  of  the  senale 

and  of  the  house  of  delegates. 

The  pecuniary  embarrassments  of  the  state,  and 
the  present  condition  of  the  works  of  internal  iw 
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provement  are  the  most  important  subjects  that  will 
come  under  your  consideration.  The  public  debt 
of  Maryland,  according  to  a statement  furnished  by 
the  treasurer,  amounts  to  fourteen  millions,  five 
hundred  and  eighty-seven  thousand,  six  hundred 
and  eighty-nine  dollars.  This  sum  includes  but 
five  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  ol  the  loan  of 
seven  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  granted 
at  the  last  session  to  the  Baltimore  and  Susquehan- 
na rail  road  company.  The  bonds  for  the  residue 
of  this  loan  are  not  yet  disposed  of,  and  are  still  in 
the  possession  of  the  commissioner  ol  loans.  Of 
the  million  of  dollars  subscribed  to  the  Eastern 
Shore  rail  road,  and  of  the  three  hundred  thousand 
subscribed  to  the  Annapolis  and  Elkridge  rail  road, 
the  estimate  of  the  treasurer  includes  only  that 
portion  which  has  been  actually  paid. 

So  far  as  the  state  is  liable  lor  the  balance  of 
these  subscriptions,  or  for  the  bonds  issued  for  the 
use  of  the  Susquehanna  rail  road  company,  an  ad- 
dition is  to  be  made  to  the  treasurer’s  estimate.— 
It  is,  therefore,  difficult  to  state  precisely  the 
amount  of  the  public  debt.  Some  uncertainty  in 
ascertaining  it,  also  arises  from  the  substitution  of 
five  per  cent,  sterling  bonds  for  those  previously 
issued,  at  the  rate  ot  four  dollars  and  forty  Tour 
cents  for  the  pound  sterling,  instead  ol  the  true 
rate  of  four  dollars  and  eighty-five  cents;  which 
makes  a considerable  difference  in  the  whole 
amount. 

This  state  received,  as  its  portion  of  the  surplus 
revenue,  953,828  dollars;  of  which  there  remains  a 
balance  of  647,637  dollars,  deposited  in  the  Union 
bank,  the  Franklin  bank,  and  the  Bank  ot  Balti- 
more. As  the  general  government  is  not  likely  to 
reclaim  the  sums  distributed  among  the  states,  (he 
portion  received  by  this  state  is  not  estimated  at 
present  as  a part  of  its  public  debt;  on  the  contrary 
the  balance  remaining  may  be  considered  as  so 
much  added  to  its  means  of  complying  with  other 
engagements.  Of  the  old  productive  capital  of  the 
state^Uiere  is  still  left  the  sum  of  528,996  dollars, 
invested  in  the  stock  of  different  banks.  The  sink- 
in"  fund  has  been  gradually  accumulating,  till  it 
no°v  amounts  to  1,013,372  dollars;  nearly  the  whole 
of  which  sum  has  been  invested  in  state  slocks. — 
After  deducting  the  sinking  fund,  the  debts  and  lia- 
bilities of  the  state  probably  amount  to  fifteen  mil- 
lions of  dollars;  and,  with  the  exception  of  25S.S55 
dollars,  have  all  been  contracted  for  purposes  of 
internal  improvement. 

The  interest  on  the  public  debt  is  increasing 
every  year,  in  proportion  to  the  amount  ol  stock 
sold.  The  amount  payable  at  the  loan  office  in 
Baltimore,  in  1833  was  280,000  dollars,  in  1839,  it 
was  291,000,  and  in  1840  it  will  be  330,000  dollars. 
The  interest  payable  at  London  cannot  be  ascer- 
tained, because  no  report  has  been  made  to  the 
treasurer,  of  the  sales  of  our  stock  in  foreign  mar- 
kets. Ttie  amount  is  inconsiderable  at  present, 
but  it  will  be  increased  as  the  stock  finds  pur- 
chasers. The  internal  improvement  companies 
are  bound  to  pay  the  interest  on  their  respective 
portions  of  the  public  debt,  before  it  becomes  due 
from  the  treasury.  Of  those  that  have  had  ad- 
vances from  the  state,  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail 
road  company  is  the  only  one,  which  has  fully  com- 
plied with  its  engagements.  The  Chesapeake  and 
Ohio  canal  company  is  bound  “to  pay  annually 
120,000  dollars  for  interest  on  the  two  million  loan 
granted  in  1834.  It  paid  the  whole  interest  in  1838, 
but  only  95,000  dollars  in  1839.  The  treasury  had 
a claim  on  the  Susquehanna  rail  road  company  in 
1838,  for  interest  to  the  amount  of  64,466  dollars, 
and  received  45,000;  and  in  1839,  to  the  amount  of 
75.082  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  and  received  only  82 
dollars  and  fifty  cents.  These  two  companies  do 
not  yet  receive  a sufficient  revenue  from  their 
works  to  defray  current  expenses,  and  are  obliged 
to  depend  on  loans  or  the  sale  of  stock,  for  the  ful- 
filment of  their  engagements.  The  meanshaving 
failed  in  1839,  in  consequence  of  the  scarcity  of 
money,  they  were  unable  to  satisfy  the  demands  of 
the  treasury. 

The  annual  revenue  of  the  slate,  exclusive  of 
interest  paid  by  the  internal  improvement  compa- 
nies, is  barely  sufficient  to  defray  the  ordinary  ex- 
penses of  government,  which  are  estimated,  for 
the  ensuing  year,  at  two  hundred  and  fifty  thou  - 
gaud  dollars.  The  whole  expenditures,  including 
the  interest  on  the  public  debt,  greatly  exceeded 
the  annual  receipts;  and  the  deficiency  in  the  re- 
venue is  supplied  out  of  the  special  deposites. — 
This  fund,  if  applied  to  this  purpose  alone,  will  be 
exhausted  in  two  or  three  years;  and  the  bank 
atnck  will  be  the  next  resource  for  meeting  the  de- 
ficiency, unless  some  other  means  be  provided  in 
the  mean  time.  Experience  has  proved,  that  the 
internal  improvement  companies  cannot  be  relied 
ob,  for  the  punctual  payment  of  their  respective 


portions  of  the  interest  of  the  public  debt  as  it  be- 
comes due  from  the  treasury. 

The  state  entered  by  degrees  into  a connexion 
with  canal  and  rail  road  companies,  and  still  more 
cautiously  into  the  plan  of  borrowing  money  for 
their  support.  At  the  extra  session  ol  1S36,  the  de- 
cisive measure  was  adopted  of  authorising  the  issue 
of  bonds  to  the  amount  of  eight  millions  of  dollars, 
and  of  sending  them  to  foreign  markets  for  sale. 
At  that  time  money  was  abundant,  American 
securities  were  in  demand,  and  the  credit  ol 
the  state  stood  unimpaired,  and  very  little  doubt 
was  entertained,  that  the  bonds  could  be  disposed 
of  according  to  the  terms  prescribed  by  the  act  of 
assembly.  But  the  following  year,  when  the  com- 
missioners, who  were  appointed  to  negotiate  the 
proposed  loan,  visited  Europe  for  that  purpose,  a 
great  change  had  taken  place  in  the  money  market, 
and  it  was  found  impossible  to  sell  the  bonds  at  the 
stipulated  price.  After  their  return,  they  con- 
cluded an  agreement  with  the  Chesapeake  and 
Ohio  canal  company,  and  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
rail  road  company,  for  a sale  of  a large  portion  of 
the  bonds,  amounting  to  six  millions  of  dollars. — 
At  December  session  1837,  the  legislature  refused 
to  sanction  this  agreement,  because  it  was  appre- 
hended that  the  companies  might  be  compelled  to 
sacrifice  the  credit  of  the  state;  but  assented  to  a 
modification  of  it,  which  required  that  none  of  the 
bonds  should  be  transferred  from  the  possession  of 
the  commissioner  of  loans,  till  their  equivalent  in 
money  was  paid  into  the  treasury,  according  to  the 
conditions  of  the  loan  of  1836.  Yet  at  the  same 
session,  the  legislature  directed  the  delivery  of 
stock  to  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  company, 
to  the  amount  of  two  millions  five  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars.  The  bond3  thus  delivered  to  that 
company  were  transferred  to  banks  and  capitalists 
on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic,  to  be  held  as  pledges 
for  temporary  loans,  or  sold,  at  the  option  of  the 
holders,  for  whatever  discredited  stock  would  bring 
in  a depressed  market.  The  5 per  cent,  sterling 
stock  issued  in  pursuance  of  the  acts  of  last  session, 
and  delivered  to  the  internal  improvement  compa- 
nies, will  probably  pass  through  a similar  course  of 
degradation.  When  these  companies  are  pressed 
by  heavy  engagements,  which  they  generally  con- 
tract without  funds,  they  are  compelled  to  sacrifice 
whatever  securities  come  into  their  possession,  for 
the  purpose  of  saving  their  own  credit,  and  prevent- 
ing the  immediate  ruin  of  their  laborers  and  contrac- 
tors. The  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  company 
was  in  this  condition  when  it  received  the  6 percent, 
stock  in  1838,  apd  the  additional  5 per  cent,  sterling 
stock,  for  one  million  three  hundred  and  seventy-five 
thousand  dollars  issued  in  pursuance  of  the  act 
of  last  session.  These  stocks  have  been  used  in 
the  payment  of  old  debts,  and  the  fulfilment  of  ex- 
isting contracts,  which  could  not  be  abandoned 
without  the  payment  of  heavy  damages  to  the  con- 
tractors. 

What  loss  will  result  from  the  hypothecation  and 
forced  sale  of  the  stock,  the  high  interest  of  the 
loans  for  which  it  was  pledged,  and  the  payment  of 
costs  and  commissions,  it  is  impossible  to  ascertain; 
but  the  amount  will  considerably  reduce  the  re- 
sources, upon  which  the  company  relied  for  the 
completion  of  the  canal.  The  state  has  invested 
seven  millions  of  dollars  in  loans  and  subscriptions 
for  that  work,  which  will  yield  neither  interest  nor 
dividend  till  it  is  finished  to  Cumberland.  Between 
that  place  and  the  District  of  Columbia,  there  is  no 
intermediate  point,  at  which  it  can  terminate,  with 
the  least  prospect  of  advantage  to  the  state,  or  pro- 
fit to  the  stockholders.  When  it  reaches  Cumber- 
land, it  will  form,  by  means  of  a connexion  with 
the  national  road,  a cheap  and  easy  communication 
with  the  Ohio  river;  and  will  derive  a profitable  bu- 
siness from  the  transportation  of  coal,  iron,  mer- 
chandise and  agricultural  produce.  The  state  will 
then  begin  to  derive  some  profit  from  her  invest- 
ments; and,  when  it  is  extended  to  the  Patapsco,  as 
provided  for  in  the  charter,  Baltimore  will  receive 
a large  portion  of  the  trade  to  which  it  will  give 
rise.  But  thd  completion  of  the  canal  and  the  en- 
gagements of  the  company  will  probably  require 
three  millions  of  dollars,  in  addition  to  the  sums  al- 
ready advanced;  and  in  the  present  condition  of  the 
treasury,  it  is  a subject  of  serious  consideration, 
whether  so  large  an  addition  could  be  made  to  the 
public  debt,  without  entirely  prostrating  the  credit 
of  the  state.  It  was  made  the  duty  of  the  executive, 
by  an  act  of  the  last  session,  to  propose  on  the  part 
of  the  slate,  to  finish  the  canal  to  Cumberland,  on 
condition  of  receiving  a transfer  of  the  stock,  held 
by  the  general  government  in  the  canal  company; 
and  that  proposition  has  been  accordingly  commu- 
nicated to  the  president  of  the  United  States.  If 
accorded  to  by  congress,  it  will  be  the  province  of 
the  legislature  to  provide  means  for  carrying  if  into 
effect.  A report  of  the  present  condition  of  the 


company  is  expected,  and  will  be  communicated  to 
the  two  houses  as  soon  as  it  is  received. 

The  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail  road  company,  unlil 
recently,  has  avoided  the  error  of  entering  into  ar- 
rangements beyond  its  means.  After  the  comple- 
tion of  the  Washington  branch,  its  attention  was  di- 
rected more  to  the  repairs  and  improvement  of  that 
part  of  the  main  stem  which  had  been  previously 
finished,  than  to  the  extention  of  its  works  towards 
the  Ohio.  The  two  lines  of  road,  now  ip  operation, 
afford  great  facilities  (or  travelling,  and  for  the  trans- 
portation of  goods  and  agricultural  produce;  and  the 
Washington  branch  yields  a profit  to  the  stockhold- 
ers. The  interest  on  the  stock,  issued  to  pay  the 
state  subscription  has  been  regularly  discharged; 
and  a considerable  sum  has  been  annually  paid  into 
the  treasury,  besides  from  the  transportation  of  tra- 
vellers on  the  Washington  road. 

Preparations  are  now  in  progress  for  extending 
the  main  stem  from  Harper’s  Ferry  to  Wheeling,  and 
the  line  between  the  former  place  and  Cumberland, 
has  been  put  under  contract.  The  distance  from 
Harper’s  Ferry  to  Wheeling  is  two  hundred  and 
ninety-two  miles;  and  at  a moderate  estimate  the 
whole  work  will  cost  ten  millions  of  dollars.  The 
means  of  the  company,  for  completing  the  road  be- 
tween these  points,  consist  of  state  bonds  for  three 
millions  of  dollars,  of  city  stock  for  the  same  sum, 
of  the  subscription  of  Wheeling  for  one  million,  and 
of  the  contribution  of  Virginia,  of  two- fifths  of  the 
expenditures  within  her  limits,  estimated  at  one 
million  three  hundred  and  thirty-eight  thousand 
dollars.  It  is  understood  that  no  payments  are  ex- 
pected from  Virginia  or  Wheeling,  till  the  road  is 
completed  to  the  Ohio;  and  in  the  present  state  of 
the  money  market,  and  of  American  securities, 
there  is  no  prospect  of  selling  the  state  or  city  bonds, 
without  such  a loss,  as  would  materially  diminish 
the  resources  of  the  company. 

The  president  of  the  company  went  to  England 
in  September,  with  full  power  conferred  upon  him 
by  the  board  of  directors,  to  sell  or  pledge  the  state 
bonds;  or  to  make  such  arrangements  lor  their  fu- 
ture sale  or  hypothecation,  as  he  might  deem  most 
advantageous  to  the  parties  concerned.  In  the  ex- 
ecution of  this  trust,  he  deposited  the  bonds  with 
Baring,  Brothers  & Co.  who  agreed  to  become  the 
agents  of  the  rail  road  company  on  the  following 
conditions:  They  are  to  sell  the  bonds  at  certain 
prices,  and  to  charge  certain  commissions,  and  are 
to  allow  the  company,  after  next  February,  to  draw 
upon  them  for  ten  thousand  pounds  sterling  a month, 
under  the  limitation,  that  their  advances  are  never 
to  exceed  forty  thousand  pounds  at  any  one  time. 
They  are  at  liberty  to  sell  as  much  stock,  as  may 
be  required  to  cover  these  advances,  without  any 
restriction  as  to  price  or  time. — After  thus  . reim- 
bursing themselves,  they  are  to  permit  the  company 
to  draw  in  like  manner  for  similar  sums;  arid  this 
operation  may  be  repeated,  till  the  bonds  are  all 
forced  into  the  market  for  the  payment  of  tempora- 
ry loans.  For  some  time  before  the  bonds  were  sent 
to  England,  the  scarcity  of  money,  and  the  abun- 
dance of  American  securities,  and  their  rapid  fall 
in  value,  made  it  impossible  to  effect  a sale,  or  ne- 
gociate  a loan  on  reasonable  terms;  and  the  intro- 
duction of  so  large  an  amount  of  Maryland  stock 
into  foreign  markets,  under  such  circumstances, 
and  for  so  slight  an  inducement,  was  calculated  to 
sink  more  deeply,  if  possible,  the  credit  of  the  bonds 
which  had  been  unfortunately  pledged  by  the  Che- 
sapeake and  Ohio  canal  company. 

In  making  this  arrangement  with  the  Barings,  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail  road  company  has  entered 
into  the  system  of  hypothecation,  which  has  been 
so  disastrous  to  the  credit  of  the  state;  and,  in  en- 
tering into  extensive  operations,  without  money  or 
the  certainty  of  raising  it,  has  abandoned  the  pru- 
dent and  cautious  policy  which  has  generally  cha- 
racterised its  proceedings. 

The  state  subscription  and  loans  to  the  Baltimore 
and  Susquehanna  rail  road  company  amounted  to 
1,352,000  dollars,  besides  the  loan  of  750,000  dol- 
lars, authorised  at  lire  last  session.  The  last  loan 
was  granted  to  enable  the  company  to  pay  its  debts, 
and  finish  the  road  to  Wrightsville,  and  thus  form 
a connection  with  the  Pennsylvania  works.  The 
commissioner  of  loans,  who  was  directed  to  sell  the 
bonds  issued  for  this  purpose,  has  applied  a small 
portion  of  them  to  the  use  of  the  company,  and  has 
detained  the  rest  in  his  hands,  because  they  could 
not  be  sold  without  loss.  As  the  company  could 
derive  but  little  advantage  from  this  loan,  for  which 
it  had  consented  to  important  modifications  of  its 
charter,  it  made  an  arrangement  with  the  city  of 
Baltimore  for  the  loan  of  city  stock,  to  a sufficient 
amount  to  complete  the  road  to  Wrightsville,  which 
is  expected  to  be  in  operation  next  spring. 

The  state  subscribed  one  million  of  dollars  to  the 
Eastern  Shore  rail  road,  on  the  condition  that  other 
bona  fide  subscriptions  should  be  made,  to  a suffi- 
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cient  amount  to  complete  the  road.  No  new  con- 
tracts have  been  made  since  last  winter,  and  the 
work  has  been  suspended  throughout  the  line,  ex- 
cept a small  portion  of  it  in  Somerset  county.  Of 
its  debts,  embarrassments  and  general  condition,  a 
report  is  expected  in  a few  days. 

The  Annapolis  and  Elk  Ridge  rail  road  company 
received  a subscription  from  the  state  of  300,000 
dollars,  a part  of  which  has  been  paid  in  money,  and 
a part  in  bonds,  which  last  remain  unsold  in  the 
hands  ofthe  treasurer.  The  Tide  Water  canal  com- 
pany received,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  last  ses- 
sion, a loan  of  a million  of  dollars  in  state  bonds, 
which  were  negociated  at  the  United  States  bank, 
and  afterwards  transmitted  to  England,  with  other 
securities,  to  meet  the  engagements  of  that  institu- 
tion. The  canal  is  now  finished,  and  will  be  open- 
ed in  the  spring  for  the  trade  of  the  Susquehanna. 

It  connects  the  Pennsylvania  canals  with  the  Che- 
sapeake bay,  and  forms  an  important  link  in  the 
chain  of  inland  communication  between  the  differ- 
ent states  of  the  union. 

In  giving  a particular  account  of  the  embarrass- 
ments into  which  the  state  has  been  drawn,  by  the 
•wild  spirit  of  internal  improvement,  my  object  is  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  legislature  to  the  necessity 
of  guarding  against  an  increase  of  existing  evils,  and 
of  providing,  if  possible,  for  the  gradual  redemption 
of  the  public  debt.  I do  not  perceive  how  these  ob- 
jects can  be  effected  without  assisting  the  further 
issue  and  hypothecation  of  state  stock;  reducing 
the  public  expenditures  bv  a rigid  system  of  econo- 
my, and  increasing  the  revenue  by  a moderate  tax 
on  real  and  personal  estate,  till  it  is  sufficient  to  pay 
tfce  interest,  and  have  a small  surplus  to  be  applied 
to  the  principal  of  the  public  debt.  Two  hundred 
thousand  dollars  a year,  in  addition  to  the  present 
revenue,  would  probably  be  sufficient  for  this  pur- 
pose, if  raised  at  once;  but  the  longer  the  taxes  are 
postponed  the  heavier  they  must  be  at  last.  The 
opinion  may  be  held  by  some  few,  that  this  debt  is 
not  binding  on  the  state;  and  by  others,  that  if  bind- 
ing, it  will  never  be  paid,  because  the  people  will 
not  consent  to  be  taxed.  Cut  it  has  been  contract- 
ed, and  confirmed  by  successive  legislatures;  sanc- 
tioned by  the  people  themselves,  in  the  continued  re- 
election  of  representatives,  who  were  most  promi- 
nent in  creating  it;  and  the  obligations  of  the  state 
are  in  the  hands  of  men,  who  relied  upon  her  good 
faith,  and  whose  borrowed  money  has  been  expend- 
ed on  her  works.  It  is  impossible  to  question  the 
validity  of  the  debt,  and  unreasonable  to  plead  ina- 
bility,'without  first  making  an  effort  to  discharge  it. 

The  assumption  of  the  state  debts  by  the  general 
government,  has  been  suggested  as  the  most  effectu- 
al means  of  extricating  the  states  from  their  present 
embarrassments;  but  as  this  measure  is  beyond  the 
control  of  Maryland,  her  safest  course  is  to  act  upon 
the  supposition  that  she  will  be  obliged  to  provide 
for  the  payment  of  her  ow  n debts.  It  has  been  also 
proposed  to  divide  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands 
among  the  different  states,  for  purposes  of  internal 
improvement.  The  friends  of  education  are  com- 
petitors for  this  fund.  Whether  it  will  be  applied 
to  either  or  both  of  these  objects,  or  to  the  purposes 
of  the  general  government,  is  a question  which  will 
probably  not  be  settled,  (ill  our  rail  roads  and  canals 
are  beyond  the  reach  of  assistance. 

It  has  been  proposed  by  those,  who  are  aware  of 
the  uncertainty  of  aid  from  the  general  government, 
that  the  internal  improvement  companies  should  be 
authorised  to  issue  paper  money,  based  on  the  credit 
of  the  state,  for  the  purpose  of  prosecuting  their 
works.  The  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  company 
has  frequently  resorted  to  the  expedient  of  issuing 
scrip,  to  relieve  it3elf  from  existing  debts,  which  it 
had  no  other  means  of  discharging.  For  the  same 
reason,  it  has  recently  issued  notes  bearing  interest 
and  payable  in  state  bonds.  It  has  been  lately  de- 
termined by  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail  road  com- 
pany, to  issue  certificates  for  circulation,  based  on 
the  credit  of  the  stock  which  is  to  be  paid  for  the 
city  subscription  of  three  millions  of  dollars. 

The  stock  is  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  commis- 
sioners, for  the  redemption  of  the  rail  road  certifi- 
cates as  fast  as  they  are  presented,  in  sums  not  less 
than  one  hundred  dollars.  This  is  one  of  the  means 
relied  on,  for  the  construction  of  the  road  betw  een 
Harper’s  Ferry  and  Cumberland.  A company, 
constantly  receiving  and  paying  away  money,  may 
issue  a certain  amount  of  this  kind  of  paper  on  the 
basis  of  its  own  operations.  As  much  of  it  as  is  re- 
quired for  the  payment  of  tolls  and  other  charges, 
may  be  kept  continually  in  circulation;  not  on  ac- 
count of  the  security  upon  which  it  rests,  but  be- 
cause it  answers  all  the  purposes  of  money.  To 
this  extent,  it  is  more  valuable  than  state  or  city 
stock,  and  will  not  be  funded  in  either.  When 
more  is  paid  out  than  will  freely  circulate,  the  ope- 
ration of  funding  will  begin;  and  then  the  paper 
will  sink  below  the  value  of  the  stock  into  which  it 


is  convertible.  It  wdll  be  distributed  in  small  sums, 
along  the  line  of  the  works,  among  laborers  and 
others,  who  do  not  deal  in  stocks,  and  who  are  not 
able  to  make,  permanent  investments.  It  will  be 
purchased  at  a discount,  by  broker  s and  speculators, 
and  sold  to  capitalists  at  a profit,  for  something  less 
than  the  price  ofthe  stock.  The  depreciation  of  the 
stock,  suggested  the  idea  of  issuing  other  paper  in 
its  place.  If  it  could  have  byen  sold  at  par,  or  ex- 
changed for  bank  notes  or  had  been  available  in  any 
other  form,  the  scheme  would  not  have  occurred  to 
the  companies,  of  issuing  a paper  currency,  not  to 
a small  amount  for  circulation,  but  to  such  an  ex- 
cess as  to  coerce  the  conversion  of  it  into  depreciat- 
ed funds. 

If  the  state  and  city  stocks  rise  to  their  proper 
value,  as  they  certainly  will  if  not  used  loo  freely, 
money  can  be  raised  upon  them  without  the  inter 
vention  of  canal  and  rail  road  certificates.  At  pre- 
sent, when  the  state  bonds  are  forced  into  the  mar- 
ket, and  sold  by  suspended  banks,  at  a discount  of 
twenty  and  thirty  per  cent,  they  are  not  a suitable 
foundation  for  a circulating  medium.  If  a stale 
bank  were  established,  ami  its  notes  were  payable 
in  depreciated  stock,  the  result  would  be  the  imme- 
diate depreciation  of  the  notes;  unless  they  were 
limited  to  such  an  amount  as  could  be  used  in  the 
collection  and  disbursement  of  the  public  revenue. 
If  issued  only  to  that  amount,  they  would  circulate 
freely  for  other  purposes;  and  so  would  the  rail  road 
certificates,  under  the  same  limitations;  lor  the  ob- 
vious reason,  that  they  might  always  be  applied  to 
the  particular  use,  for  which  they  would  be  as  cur- 
rent as  gold  and  silver.  The  issue  of  certificates  to 
any  excess,  would  be  particularly  injurious  to  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail  road  company,  because  it  is 
now  receiving  a large  income  from  its  operations. 

In  proportion  as  the  paper  fell  in  value,  a rise 
would  take  place  in  contracts,  labor,  mechanics  bills 
and  all  expenses  paid  by  t ile  company  in  that  medi- 
um; while  its  own  charges  for  freight  and  passen- 
gers would  be  paid  according  to  the  rates  fixed  by 
law’,  in  depreciated  certificates,  purchased  at  a dis- 
count for  that  purpose. 

There  is  another  objection  to  ihis  funding  sys- 
tem; and  that  is  its  tendency  to  increase  the  de- 
rangement ofthe  currency.  When  paper  money  is 
issued  by  banks  alone,  lor  sums  not  less  than  five 
dollars,  and  redeemable  in  gold  and  silver,  there  is 
a possibility  of  restraining  it  within  reasonable 
limits.  The  banks  have  the  benefit  of  its  circula- 
tion, and  the  means  of  ascertaing  its  amount;  and  in 
times  of  pressure,  have  a resource  in  the  coin  which 
fills  the  minor  channels  of  business.  If  other  cor- 
porations or  individuals,  issue  notes  for  circulation, 
they  embarrass  the  operations  of  the  banks  and 
increase  the  fluctuations  in  the  currency.  While 
they  are  not  paying  specie  themselves  they  may 
sell  or  exchange  their  own  paper  for  bank  notes, 
and  draw  specie  out  of  the  banks.  If  canal  ami 
rail  road  companies,  holding  perpetual  charters, 
and  engaged  in  extensive  contracts,  were  allowed 
the  privilege  of  issuing  paper  to  supply  their  own 
wants  and  not  the  w ants  of  the  public,  the  present 
banking  system  would  be  made  infinitely  worse, 
and  complete  confusion  would  be  introduced  into 
the  currency  of  the  state. 

Legislative  measures  are  required  in  relation  to 
the  banks,  private  banking,  and  the  circulation  of 
small  notes.  But  whether  the  currency  will  ever 
be  restored  to  a sound  state,  or  the  operations  of 
banking  reduced  within  proper  limits,  is  a very 
doubtful  question.  There  is  a tendency  in  this, 
and  every  other  state  to  extend  the  banking  system, 
and  of  course  to  weaken  it,  by  the  multiplication  of 
new  banks.  Old  charters  are  renewed,  long  before 
they  expire;  none  are  repealed,  on  account  of  violat- 
ed obligations;  and  the  charters  of  broken  banks  are 
never  reclaimed.  These  last  are  ottered  for  sale, 
as  if  they  were  still  in  existence;  and  banks  that 
suspend  while  others  are  paying  specie,  revive  in 
times  of  general  suspenson;  and  are  sometimes  pur- 
chased by  new  companies,  who  wish  lo  shelter 
.themselves  under  vested  privileges;  or  by  old  banks 
in  other  states,  that  choose  to  establish  agencies  in 
Maryland.  Savings  institutions,  private  bankers, 
and  individuals,  issue  their  small  notes,  redeemable 
in  what  are  called  current  funds;  and  paper  money 
fills  all  the  channels  of  circulation. 

It  is  for  the  legislature  to  determine  whether  these 
evils  will  admit  of  correction,  and  what  legal  provi- 
sions will  be  most  likely  to  accomplish  that  object. 
It  appears  to  be  the  general  opinion,  that  banks 
ought  to  be  placed  under  additional  regulations  and 
restrictions;  and  that  stockholders  should  be  made 
responsible  to  creditors  for  all  losses,  and  be  depriv- 
ed of  their  dividends  during  a suspension  of  specie 
payments.  I shall  first  point  out  what  appears  to 
me  objectionable  in  the  plan  of  subjecting  stock- 
holders to  thesis  liabilities,  and  then  suggest  such 
regulations  as  may  have  a beneficial  effect  upon  the 


banks.  The  real  stockholders,  that  is,  those  who 
have  paid  for  their  stock,  know  nothing  about  the 
management  of  the  banks,  and  have  very  little  in- 
fluence in  choosi/jg  officers  and  directors.  Many 
of  them  are  women  and  children,  and  all  of  them 
in  losing  their  stock,  suffer  sufficiently,  without  be- 
ing deprived  of  every  thing  else  to  satisfy  depositors 
and  note  holders,  who  commit  the  same  indiscretion 
of  trusting  the  batiks. 

The  state  is  a stockholder,  and  has  more  power 
than  individuals  to  prevent  mismanagement;  yet 
banks  might  fail  before  the  causes  were  known  to 
the  public  authorities.  The  stock  is  continually 
changing  hands,  and  it  would  be  difficult  to  trace 
the  liability  through  a succession  of  stockholders, 
indeed  it  would  be  useless  to  make  the  search,  for 
if  such  a provision  were  ingrafted  into  bank  char- 
ters, the  owners  of  shares  would  be  found  in  pos- 
session of  no  other  property.  The  same  objections 
apply,  with  greater  force,  to  the  plan  of  depriving 
stockholders  ol' their  dividends.  They  have  no  con- 
trol overbanks,  and  many  of  them,  no  other  support; 
and  it  would  be  rather  a rigorous  proceeding,  to  take 
the  bread  out  of  their  mouths,  because  the  govern- 
ment itself  allowed  these  institutions  to  violate  their 
obligations.  Under  such  a regulation  the  state 
would  be  deprived  of  her  dividends, -which  could 
not  be  conveniently  spared  in  the  present  condition 
of  the  treasury.  The  officers  and  directors  instead 
of  being  punished  or  restrained  by  a ptovision  of 
this  kind,  would  be  benefitted  by  ils  operation,  in 
having  a large  amount  of  unpaid  dividends  i'or  the 
accommodation  of  themselves  and  their  friends. 

It  would  be  in  vain  to  prohibit  loans  to  directors, 
because  the  notes  of  other  persons  might  be  dis- 
counted for  their  use.  To  limit  t he  circulation  ac- 
cording to  tile  amount  of  specie  is  an  uncertain  rule 
for  many  reasons;  and  especially  for  these:  that  the 
proportions  are  varying  every  hour,  and  that  specie 
is  as  likely  to  be  demanded  for  deposites,  as  for 
notes.  If  the  loans  and  discounts  of  every’  bank  in 
the  state  were  fixed  at  a certain  limit,  beyond  which 
they  could  never  be  carried  without  causing  a for- 
feiture of  its  charter;  its  circuulation  might  be  kept 
under  control;  its  overtrading  be  checked-,  and  an 
excuse  furnished  for  resisting  the  importunate  de- 
mands of  borrowers.  If  this  limit  were  fixed  by 
law,  each  bank  would  have  some  security  against 
the  excesses  ofthe  rest,  and  might  be  regulated  in 
its  own  operations,  according  to  ils  actual  capital 
and  means.  No  bank  ought  to  be  permitted  to  is- 
sue, pay  or  receive  any  note  for  a less  sum  than 
five  dollars,  under  any  circumstances;  or  to  refuse 
to  redeem  its  obligations,  till  its  specie  was  entire- 
ly exhausted. 

It  would  then  be  seen  which  w’as  standing  on  a 
solid  foundation;  whereas,  at  present,  they  are  all 
placed  upon  the  same  footing  and  are  covered  by  the 
same  shield.  They  would  be  deprived  of  the  power 
of  drawing  specie  from  other  banks,  while  they  were 
not  paying  it  themselves;  and  relieved  from  the  du- 
ly of  deciding  whether  the  public  interest  required 
them  to  suspend  or  resume.  But  no  regulations  or 
restrictions  will  avail,  unless  some  means  be  pro- 
vided for  enforcing  them;  and  unless  Hie  legislature 
reserve  the  power  to  repeal  the  charter  of  every 
bank  ihat  violated  the  conditions  imposed.  The 
banks  ought  to  be  required  to  give  their  assent  to 
Whatever  legal  provisions  may  be  adopted;  and  those 
which  refused  would  be  left  exposed  to  the  penal- 
ties incurred,  and  be  compelled  to  wind  up  their 
affairs,  unless,  indeed,  their  broken  charters  were 
found  loo  strong  for  the  power  and  authority  of  the 
slate. 

I have  not  thought  it  necessary  to  go  into  an  ex- 
amination of  the  causes  which  have  led  to  the  peri- 
odical embarrassments  of  trade,  and  to  the  late  sus- 
pension of  the  banks.  These  subjects  have  been 
so  frequently  discussed,  and  have  become  so  inti- 
mately connected  with  party  questions,  that  nothing 
that  I could  say  would  change  the  opinions  of  other 
men  in  relation  lo  the  pressures.  An  adverse  ba- 
lance of  trade  is  more  embarrassing  to  the  banks  now 
than  formerly,  because  small  notes,  in  almost  every 
state,  have  usurped  the  place  of  such  silver  coin,  as 
on  account  of  its  weight,  is  fit  for  foreign  markets. 
In  meeting  a foreign  demand,  the  banks  have  no  re- 
source in  die  circulation  of  the  country,  and  are 
obliged  to  furnish  tile  requisite  supply’  of  specie  out 
of  their  own  vaults.  No  measures  of  the  general 
government  or  of  the  states,  can  prevent  the  evils 
complained  of,  while  so  many  banks  are  in  opera- 
tion; While  nearly  the  whole  circulating  medium 
consists  of  paper  currency;  and  while  the  immense 
issues  of  state  securities  are  disturbing  the  opera- 
tions of  trade,  and  causing  money  to  ebb  or  flow’,  ac- 
cording to  their  rejection  or  sale  in  foreign  markets. 

There  is  another  subject  of  importance,  which, 
as  it  comes  annually  under  consideration,  wil1  pro- 
bably occupy  the  attention  of  tlie  legislature  at  the 
present  session;  I mean  the  amendment  of  ihe  con- 
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stitution.  Formed  in  tlie  midst  of  Ihe  revolutionary 
war,  for  a country  only  partially  set  tied . and  for  a 
people  just  emerging  from  a state  of  colonial  depen- 
dence, it  was  difficult  to  adapt  ils  provisions  to  tlie 
new  character  they  were  about  to  assume,  and  im- 
possible to  provide  forthe  successive  changes  which 
time  might  produce  in  their  condition.  The  mode 
of  amending  it  furnishes  proof,  that  it  was  nothing 
more  than  a provisional  organization  of  a new  go- 
vernment. It  has  been  changed  from  time  to  time 
till  it  has  become  a shapeless  mass  of  unintelligible 
and  contradictory  provisions.  Some  of  its  great 
leading  principles  remain  in  theory,  but  have  been 
rendered  nugatory  by  legislative  and  judicial  con- 
struction. Some  of  its  restrictions  upon  popular 
rights  have  been  repealed,  and  a new  spirit  has  been 
breathed  into  it  by  the  people.  But  every  amend- 
ment has  been  made  in  reference  to  some  particular 
object,  and  has  broken  tlie  connexion  between  the 
provisions  that  remained;  and  no  one  can  tell  what 
the  constitution  is,  or  where  it  is  to  be  lound. 

But  its  greatest  defect  is,  1 hat  the  legislature  has 
power  and  control  over  it.  A constitution  is  a li- 
mitation of  power,  and  marks  out  for  each  branch 
of  the  government,  the  orbit  in  which  it  is  to  move. 
Ours  is  a constitution  for  the  judiciary  and  the  exe- 
cutive, but  not  for  the  legislature.  This  branch  may 
abolish  the  other  branches  or  take  away  their  pow- 
ers. It  might  have  been  supposed,  that  an  amend- 
ment proposed  at  one  session  would  come  under  Ihe 
action  of  the  people  before  it3  confirmation  at  the 
next;  but  members  are  elected  and  re-elected  on  ac- 
count of  their  general  character  and  influence,  and 
very  seldom  in  reference  to  any  particular  measure. 
The  legislature,  on  great  occasions,  has  been  oblig- 
ed to  act  in  its  conventional  capacity,  because  there 
was  no  other  practicable  mode  of  introducing  salu- 
tary amendments.  But  it  is  time  that  the  power  of 
legislation  should  be  separated  from  the  higher  pow- 
er of  regulating  the  principles  and  boundaries  of  the 
government;  and  that  a permanent  constitution 
should  be  formed  by  a convention  of  the  people. 

Thrre  are  some,  who  think  that  the  people  who 
lived  in  Maryland  in  1776,  deprived  themselves  and 
all  succeeding  generations,  of  the  power  to  alter  (he 
present  constitution,  or  to  make  another,  except  in 
a prescribed  form,  and  through  tlie  agency  of  the 
general  assembly.  Those,  who  believe  that  the 
people  have  made  no  such  surrender  of  power,  are 
nevertheless-of  opinion,  that  the  most  regular  mode 
of  calling  a convention, is  by  means  of  the  constitut- 
ed authorities.  The  legislature  might  by  two  suc- 
cessive acts.  The  ca'I  of  a convention  might  be 
piovided  for  by  an  amendment  of  the  present  con- 
stitution, which  would  remove  every  scruple;  and 
by  the  same  means  the  state  might  be  saved  from 
any  additional  expenses.  By  omitting  one  session 
of  the  legislature,  and  having  a convention  to  sit  in 
its  place,  nothing  would  be  added  to  the  ordinary 
expenditures. 

In  the  discharge  of  my  official  duties,  very  few 
things  have  come  ro  my  knowledge,  that  are  deserv- 
ing of  your  attention.  Various  official  reports  and 
communications  have  been  received,  and  will  be 
communicated.  The  arms  heretofore  received  from 
the  general  government,  have  generally  been  distri- 
buted to  militia  companies  as  directed  by  law  and 
special  resolutions.  The  muskets  lately  received 
ftom  the  ordnance  department,  have  been  retained 
in  the  armory,  and  these  are  all  that  are  now  fit  for 
service.  There  ought  to  be  always  a supply  of  arms 
at  the  seat  of  government  for  sudden  emergencies; 
but  if  the  old  system  is  continued,  of  distributing 
them  as  fast  as  they  are  received,  and  of  receiving 
in  exchange  for  them,  such  as  are  not  worth  repair- 
ing, it  will  be  better  to  abolish  the  armories  and  get 
rid  of  the  expense. 

Last  summer,  col.  Thruston  was  ordered  out  with 
apart  of  his  regiment,  to  suppress  a riot  among  the 
laborers  on  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal.  No 
charge  has  been  made  lor  the  services  performed, 
but  an  account  will  be  presented  for  tlie  expenses 
incurred,  which  cannot  be  paid  by  the  executive 
without  authority  of  law. 

With  the  exception  of  the  disturbance  on  the  ca- 
nal, which  was  promptly  suppressed,  good  order  has 
prevailed  in  eveiy  part  of  the  state.  During  the  past 
year,  there  has  been  a considerable  abatement  of 
crime;  and  very  few  cases  have  occurred,  of  violence 
or  outrage,  or  of  the  use  of  pislols.dirks  and  knives, 
with  winch, disturters  of  the  public  peace  generally 
arm  themselves.  The  law  in  relation  to  fines  and 
imprisonment  requires  some  modification.  A man 
not  able  to  pay  a fine,  may  be  kept  in  perpetual  im- 
prisonment, unless  he  is  released  by  tlie  executive. 

There  ought  to  be  no  necessity  tor  such  interfer- 
ence, which  might  be  obviated  by  providing  for  the 
release  of  the  offender  alter  a limited  confinement. 

A man  was  sentenced  by  a disfiict  court  of  Anne 
Arundel  county,  to  be  imprisoned  ten  days  and  fined 
five  dollars,  for  committing  an  assault  and  battery. 


Not  being  able  to  pay  the  fine,  and  being  a stranger 
and  without  funds,  lie  remained  in  tlie  Annapolis 
jail  fifteen  months  before  bis  case  was  brought  be- 
fore the  executive.  t 

Tlie  constitution  of  Maryland  does  not  make  it 
the  duty  of  the  executive  to  recommend  measures  to 
the  legislature;  and  I communicate  my  views  on  the 
present  occasion,  not  so  much  from  a sense  of  offi- 
cial duty,  as  from  a desire  to  comply  with  what  ap- 
pears to  be  the  general  expectation;  and  I have  ex 
pressed  tny  opinions  freely,  not  that  I supposed  them 
entitled  to  much  weight,  but  because  I wished  them 
to  be  understood.  ~ WM.  GRASON. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE 
TREASURY, 

ON  THE  FINANCES. 

Treasury  department , Dec.  3,  1839. 
The  undersigned  respectfully  submits  to  congress 
the  following  report  on  the  finances,  in  obedience 
to  the  “act  supplementary  to  the  act  to  establish 
the  treasury  department:” 

It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  state,  notwithstand- 
ing the  embarrassments  of  the  present  year,  that 
the  revenues  of  the  general  government  have  been 
increased,  the  expenditures  diminished,  and  most 
of  the  treasury  notes  redeemed. 

Revenue  and  means  for  1839,  exclusive  of  trusts  and 
ihe  post  office. 

The  balance  in  the  treasury  on  the  1st  of  January, 
1839,  which  could  be  considered  available  for 
general  purposes,  was  $2f466,961  95 

The  data  on  which  this  computation  rests  are  in  the 
table  annexed,  (A). 

The  receipts  from  customs,  the  first 
three  quarters,  as  appealing  on 
the  register’s  books,  are  $18,328,393  50 

This  includes  about  two  millions 
and  three-lburth  collected  last 
year  in  treasury  notes,  but  not 
carried  on  his  books  till  1839. 

From  this  cause  the  actual  re- 
ceipts in  this  year  will,  to  that 
extent,  appear  larger  than  they 
ought. 

Receipts  from  lands  the  first  three 
quarters,  including  also  some  col- 
lected last  yeat;  in  treasury  notes 
Miscellaneous  receipts 
Estimated  receipts  for  the  fourth 
quarter  from  all  those  sources 
Receipts  on  some  of  the  debts 
against  banks  not  available  on  1st 
January,  1839,  but  since  paid 
From  the  third  issue  of  treasury 
notes  under  the  act  of  March  2, 

1839 


5,417,286  31 
125,208  78 

5,700,000  00 


1,322,686  00 


3,857,276  21 


Aggregate  means,  $37,217,812  75 

Expenditures  for  1839,  exclusive  of  Ihe  post  office 
and  trusts. 

Civil,  foreign  and  miscellaneous,  for 
the  first  three  quarters  $3,649,508  23 

Military,  for  the  first  three  quarters  10,791,799  21 

Naval,  for  the  first  three  quarters  4,713,701  57 

Estimate  for  all,  during  the  fourth 
quarter  5,600,000  00 

Funded  debt  for  the  year  14,658  98 


Redemption  of  treasury  notes  in  the 
first  three  quarters,  interest  as 
well  as  principal 

This  includes  two  millions  and 
three-fourths  paid  in  for  duties 
and  lauds  last  year,  but  not  car- 
ried on  the  register’s  books  till 
1839.  From  this  cause  the  ex- 
penditures on  that  account  will 
appear  larger  by  that  amount 
than  they  actually  have  been 
within  those  quarters 
Estimated  amount  of  notes  re- 
deemed in  the  fourth  quarter 

Aggregate  payments 
Leaving  an  available  balance  of 
money  in  the  treasury  oil  the  31st 
of  December,  1839,  of 


24,769,667  99 


9,891,759  83 


1,000,000  00 


35,661,427  82 


1,556,384  93 


37,217,812  75 

General  exhibits  of  the  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures in  1838  are  presented  in  the  table  annexed, 
(B). 

Tlie  funds  computed  to  be  not  available,  nor  ap- 
plicable to  public  purposes,  at  the  commencement 
and  at  the  close  of  the  present  year,  can  be  seen  in 
Hie  table  before  mentioned,  (A). 

Details  of  the  expenditures  in  the  first  three 
quarters  of  1839  are  also  given  in  the  subjoined 
statement,  (Cj. 


Public  debt  and  treasury  notes. 

The  condition  of  the  small  remains  of  the  fund- 
ed debt  has  not  materially  altered  since  the  last  an- 
nual report.  A statement  of  it,  with  the  several 
payments  made  within  the  year,  is  herewith  ex- 
hibited, (D). 

Though  incommoded  by  repeated  pressures  in 
the  money  market  and  suspensions  of  specie  pay- 
ment by  the  banks,  within  the  last  three  years,  the 
interest  and  all  the  principal  due  on  that  debt,  as 
well  as  on  treasury  noles,  have  been  punctually 
paid  in  specie  whenever  desired.  A detailed 
statement  of  the  issue  and  redemption  of  treasury 
notes, during  1839,  is  annexed,  (E). 

Not  more  than  one-fourth  of  a million  of  the 
first  and  second  emissions,  and  two  millions  and  a 
half  of  the  third,  will  probably  remain  outstanding 
at  the  close  of  the  year.  The  former  emissions 
have  been  for  some  months  redeemable,  but  the 
last  one  does  not  begin  to  be  till  March,  1840,  ex- 
cept as  previously  offered  in  payment  of  public 
dues.  The  aggregate  of  two  millions  and  three- 
fourths  of  principal  is  therefore  all  that  it  is  com- 
puted will  be  unpaid  of  nearly  twenty  millions, 
which  were  issued  since  October,  1837,  in  conse- 
quence of  indulgences  granted  to  the  merchants  on 
their  bonds,  and  the  banks  on  their  deposite  debls. 
At  no  one  time  has  the  amount  of  notes  outstand- 
ing been  allowed  to  exceed  ten  millions,  and  the 
present  very  reduced  aggregate,  unredeemed,  is 
less  than  the  sums  still  owing  from  the  banks  that 
suspended  specie  payments  in  1837,  and  from  the 
Pennsylvania  bank  of  the  United  States  on  its  bond 
due  in  September  next;  and  might  with  ease  have 
been  paid  during  the  present  year,  had  the  money 
been  received  on  those  claims. 

Exports  and  imports  within  the  commercial  year 
1839. 

The  exports  during  the  year  ending  September 
30’,  1839,  are  computed  to  have  been  $118,359,004. 
This  is  $9,872,388  more  than  those  in  the  year  1838. 

Of  the  whole  exports  only  $17,408,000  were  of 
foreign  origin,  and  of  the  excess  in  exports  over 
1S38,  only  about  five  millions  were  domestic  pro- 
duce. 

The  imports  during  the  same  year  were  about 
$157,609,560,  being  the  very  large  excess  of 
$43,892,356  over  those  during  the  previous  year. 
This  may  be  a solution  of  a portion  of  the  pressure 
in  the  money  market.  The  difference  between  the 
imports  and  exports,  being  $39,250,556  in  favor  of 
the  former,  is  larger  than  in  any  year,  except  three, 
since  1789,  and  is  much  larger  than  any  difference 
in  the  valuation  of  the  same  articles  with  the  pro- 
fits in  the  foreign  trade  added.  It  must,  therefore, 
except  so  far  as  reduced  by  an  unusual  quantity  of 
goods  consigned  here  from  abroad,  and  yet  in  store 
unsold,  be  a very  decisive  evidence  of  an  increas- 
ed indebtedness  by  this  country  to  other  nations. 
And  except  so  far"  as  this  new  indebtedness  may 
consist  of 'stocks  sold  and  the  proceeds  returned 
here  in  merchandise,  it  must  furnish  another  proof 
of  one  immediate  cause  of  the  present  pecuniary 
pressure. 

The  history  of  our  commerce  during  the  twenty 
years  from  1818  to  1838,  presents  a singular  change 
in  the  last  half  of  that  period,  which  tends  strongly 
to  illustrate  the  correctness  of  these  suggestions. 
During  the  first  half  of  it  the  excess  of  imports 
over  exports  was  only  about  seventy-fivfe  millions 
of  dollars,  or  in  the  proportion  of  near  seven  mil- 
lions and  a half  annually  on  an.  average. 

But  during  the  last  L-n  years  of  it  the  excess 
was  near  two  hundred  and  twelve  millions,  or  over 
twenty  millions  annually;  and  thus  more  than  two 
hundred  and  fifty  per  cent,  greater  than  it  had  been. 
Supposing  that,  the  seven  and  half  millions  were 
composed  principally  of  the  fair  profits  and  differ- 
ence in  valuation,  the  excess  over  that  rate  in  the 
last  ten  years  must  constitute  a debt,  either  mer- 
cantile, state  or  corporate.  It  equals  near  one 
hundred  and  thirty-seven  millions  before  1839. 
The  debt  thus  computed  to  have  been  created 
abroad,  by  stocks  and  otherwise,  within  that  period, 
will,  with  the  amount  of  previous  indebtedness, 
form  an  aggregate  quite  as  large  as  has  been  esti- 
mated by  many  from  other  data. 

Further  particulars,  possessing  a general  interest 
and  relating  to  this  subject  during  the  last  six 
years,  are  exhibited  in  the  statement  annexed,  (F). 
Additional  information  of  some  importance  con- 
cerning our  exports  and  imports,  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  government  to  1838,  inclusive, 
has  been  prepared,  and  is  subjoined  in  other  tables, 
(G  and  H).  These  tables  are  intended  to  be  in  a 
form  convenient  for  reference,  and  are  calculated, 
by  easy  as  well-as  extensive  comparisons,  to  throw 
new  light  on  several  subjects  of  commerce  and 
other  branches  of  industry  connected  with  the 
finances.  They  exhibit  not  only  Ihe  whole  ex- 
ports and  imports  in  each  year,  but  the  consump- 
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tion  of  the  latter,  and  the  changes  in  the  whole  ag- 
gregate value  of  each  principal  article,  whether 
exported  or  imported,  and  the  progress  of  our  fo- 
reign trade  to  and  from  each  state  separately,  as 
far  back  as  ii  practicable,  and  to  and  from  each 
country  of  much  commercial  importance  abroad. 
A few  of  the  most  striking  results  are  condensed 
in  a note,  (I). 

Estimate  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  for  1S40. 

For  reasons  hereafter  to  be  explained,  the  re- 
ceipts into  the  treasury,  the  ensuing  year,  cannot 
be  estimated  so  high  as  in  1839. 

From  the  best  information  possessed  by  this  de- 
partment, it  is  computed  that  the  aggregate  of  them, 
available  for  public  purposes,  will  not  exceed 
$18,600,000,  viz:  from 

Customs  $15,000,000  00 

Lands  3,500,000  00 

Miscellaneous  100,000  00 

Add  to  these  the  balance  available 
and  applicable  to  other  purposes, 
which  it  is  supposed  will  be  in  the 
treasury  on  the  first  of  January, 

1840  1,556,385  00 


The  efficient  means  in  that  year 
will  then  amount,  in  the  aggre- 
gate, to  20,156,385  00 

If  congress  should  make  appropria- 
tions to  the  extent  desired  by  the 
different  departments,  the  expen- 
ditures for  1840,  independent  of 
the  redemption  of  treasury  notes, 
are  estimated  at  20,000,000  00 

Including  all  the  treasury  notes  to 
be  redeemed,  the  aggregate  ex- 
penditure would  be  about  22,750,000  00 

This  would  leave  a deficit  in  the 
treasury  at  the  close  of  the  year, 
amounting  to  2,593,615  00 

But  there  will  be  due  from  the  U. 

States  bank,  in  September  next, 
on  its  fourth  bond,  about  2,526,576  00 

The  principal  now  due  on  the  trea- 
surer’s deposites  in  other  banks, 
which  suspended  specie  pay- 
ments in  1837,  is  1,149,904  00 

Should  all  these  claims  be  collected 
in  1840,  they  would  prevent  a de- 
ficiency, and  leave  an  available 
balance  in  the  treasury  of  nearly  1,082,865  00 
it  is  not,  however,  considered  prudent  to  rely 
exclusively  on  the  collection  of  these  debts. 

One  mode,  then,  of  obviating  any  difficulty  from 
that  circumstance,  vyil|  be  to  reduce  the  aggregate 
of  new  appropriations,  by  postponing  some  and 
lessening  others,  so  that  the  means  probably  avail- 
able will  be  sufficient  to  meet  all  calls  upon  the 
treasury,  and  leave  in  it  an  average  balance  of 
about  two  millions. 

It  is  believed,  for  reasons  enumerated  hereafter, 
that  such  a reduction  is  possible  without  essential 
injury  to  any  useful  object,  and  that  this  balance  is 
the  smallest,  which  is  adequate  to  secure  prompti- 
tude and  good  faith  in  public  payments,  sp  heavy 
in  amount  as  ours,  so  unexpected  at  times  in  the 
demands  for  them,  and  so  dispersed  over  a wide 
territory.  If  the  appropriations  are  not  thus  re- 
duced, it  will  be  wise  to  provide  seasonably  in  some 
other  way  for  the  amounts  of  the  contingent  de- 
ficiency, and  of  such  a balance. 

According  to  the  opinions  of  the  different  depart- 
ments, as  to  the  sums  of  money  proper  for  each, 
and  which  constitute  the  basis  of  the  estimates 
submitted  to  congress,  the  new  appropriations  re- 
quired for  the  next  year  will  equal 


the  sum  of 
Viz: 

Civil  foreign  inter- 
course ahd  mis- 
cellaneous 

Military  services, 
pensions,  &c. 

Naval  service. 


$18,280,600  55 


4,931,344  19 


8,213,610  74 
5,085,645  62 
Tor  further  particulars  as  to  these,  see  the  annu- 
al estimates  herewith  submitted,  (J).  Besides 
these,  the  permanent  appropriations,  which,  by  ex- 
isting laws  and  the  modification  of  them  recom- 
mended, first  become  chargeable  on  the  treasury  in 
1840,  amount  to  $1,586,000.  They  are,  in  the  war 
department,  $1,236,000;  in  the  navy,  340,000;  and 
public  debt,  $10,000.  The  principal  on  treasury 
notes  falling  due  will  be  about  $2,750,000  more. — 
The  appropriations  already  made  and  chargeable, 
which  will  remain  uncalled  for  at  the  end  of  the 
present  year,  are  estimated  by  the  different  depart- 
ments, at  the  farther  sum  of  $11,827,371,  though 
that  is  considered  by  the  undersigned  as  likely  to 
be  about  two  millions  too  small.  Of  these  they 
compute  that  nearly  $8,270,793  will  be  required, 
in  order  to  accomplish  the  objects  contemplated  by 


them.  It  is  proposed  to  apply  $3,014,711  to  the 
service  of  the  ensuing  year  without  re-appropria- 
tion, and  the  residue  of  about  $541,866,  not  being 
required  in  order  to  accomplish  these  objects,  will 
go  to  the  surplus  fund.  It  therefore  follows,  if  all 
the  newf  appropriations  called  for  are  made,  that 
the  whole  charge  upon  the  treasury  in  1840,  exclu- 
sive of  the  treasury  notes  outstanding,  will  amount 
at  least  to  $31,152,106,  of  which,  as  previously  ob- 
served, it  is  computed  that  $20,000,000  will  be  ex- 
pended within  that  year  for  ordinary  purposes,  or 
two  millions  and  three-fourths  more,  including  the 
redemption  of  treasury  notes.  From  these  state- 
ments, it  must  be*  perceived  that  our  condition  in 
relation  to  the  dtposite  of  another  instalment  of 
public  money  with  the  states  remains  much  the 
same  as  at  the  close  of  the  year  1838.  Consequently, 
the  views  then  expressed  by  the  department  have 
continued  to  govern  its  course. 

This  state  of  the  finances  renders  it  also  unneces- 
sary to  submit  any  remarks  upon  the  impolicy  of 
providing  for  the  additional  deposite  or  distribution 
of  surpluses  not  likely  to  occur,  or  for  any  donation 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands,  while  they  are 
all  needed  to  defray  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the 
general  government. 

Besides  the  further  objection  to  some  of  these 
measures,  arising  from  their  apparent  conflict  with 
constitutional  principles,  it  must  be  manifest,  that 
if  the  proceeds  of  the  lands  should  be  given  away 
when  needed  to  discharge  appropriations,  the  de- 
ficiency must  be  made  up  by  the  unpleasant  alter- 
native of  a resort  to  loans  or  increased  taxation. 
Explanations  concerning  the  estimates  of  receipts. 

The  estimates  of  receipts  from  duties  and  lands 
during  the  next  year  have  been  made  lower  than 
for  1839,  for  the  following  reasons: 

A further  reduction  of  certain  duties,  amounting 
to  nearly  $800,000,  will  take  place  after  the  close 
of  the  present  year.  It  likewise  happens  that,  sub- 
subsequent  to  a large  importation  and  a fall  of 
prices  in  the  articles  exported,  as  in  1839,  the 
amount  of  imports  often  declines  for  one  or  two 
years.  After  1825,  it  declined  uninterruptedly  for 
six  years. 

The  contractions  and  expansions  of  our  paper 
currency  have  at  times  proved  another  striking  in- 
dication of  the  reduction  and  increase  in  importa- 
tions. Without  dwelling  here  on  the  intimate  con- 
nexion between  them  as  cause  and  effect,  by  means 
of  the  foreign  exchanges,  and  the  necessity,  after 
overtrading  and  overissues  by  the  banks,  of  draw- 
ing on  them  and  adjusting  large  balances  in  specie, 
it  may  be  observed  that  a diminution  in  the  circula- 
tion of  paper  has  been  going  on  for  several months. 
Hence  a diminution  in  the  imports  has  already 
commenced,  and  is  confidently  expected  to  continue 
for  some  time. 

The  country  is  also  supposed  to  be  supplied  with 
foreign  merchandise  in  greater  abundance  than  it 
was  a year  ago.  This  will  lead  not  only  to  a re- 
duced demand  for  Ihe  importation  of  more  goods, 
but  to  a greater  export  of  what  is  already  here,  to 
other  and  better  markets,  and  thus,  by  increased 
drawbacks,  as  well  as  diminished  imports,  materi- 
ally lessen  tiie  next  receipts  from  customs. 

The  price  of  some  of  our  principal  articles  of  ex- 
ports being  lower,  the  same  quantity  will  likewise 
furnish  less  ability  to  make  purchases  abroad,  and, 
where  the  quantity  is  larger,  the  commercial  em- 
barrassments both  there  and  here  will  tend  to  pre- 
vent buying,  on  either  side  of  the  Atlantic,  much 
beyond  what  is  needed  for  early  consumption. — 
Tiie  greatly  increased  liabilities  on  the  part  of 
many  corporations,  and  states,  for  the  payments  of 
interest  and  dividends  on  their  stocks  ow-ned  by  fo- 
reigners, will  still  more  sensibly  affect  the  revenue. 
Those  payments  must  require  millions  of  exports 
either  in  produce  or  specie,  which  will  lead  to  no 
returns  in  additional  imports.  It  is  believed  that 
within  a few  years  past  an  annual  tax  or  drain  on 
this  country  has  thus  been  created,  equal  to  twelve 
or  thirteen  millions  of  dollars. 

This  is  a new  and  important  element,  besides 
overbanking  and  overtrading,  to  disturb  the  indus- 
try, the  commerce  and  finances  of  the  union.  Its 
rapid  growth  has  been  accelerated  by  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  surplus  in  deposite  among  the  states, 
tempting  them  in  several  instances  to  new  and  un- 
profitable enterprises,  and  stimulating  delusive 
iiopes  of  still  further  distributions.  Its  influence 
for  evil  has  been  aggravated  by  a few  other  causes, 
some  of  them  temporary  in  duration  and  limited  in 
extent,  but  offers  diffused  in  a degree  over  consider- 
able portions  of  the  civilized  world,  and  presenting 
some  singular  anomalies  in  credit,  currency  and 
trade.  But  without  enlarging  on  the  consideration 
of  them  here,  the  following  conclusions  may  be  re- 
garded as  inevitable. 

Should  the  states  not  speedily  suspend  more  of 
tbeir  undertakings,  which  are  unproductive,  but, 


by  new  loans  or  otherwise,  find  means  to  employ 
armies  of  laborers  in  consuming  rather  than  raising 
crops,  and  should  prices  thus  continue  in  many 
cases  to  be  unnaturally  inflated,  as  they  have  been 
of  late  years  in  the  face  of  a contracting  currency, 
the  effect  of  it  on  our  finances  will  be  still  more  to 
lessen  exports,  and  consequently  the  prosperity  and 
revenue  of  our  foreign  trade.  It  will  also  impede 
the  sale  of  the  public  lands  by  diverting  labor  from 
the  soil  to  works  which,  for  some  time,  must  be 
wholly  without  profit.  Circumstances  like  those, 
with  the  scarcity  of  money  and  high  rate  of  interest 
abroad  produced  by  them  and  other  occurrencies, 
not  necessary  to  be  now  repeated,  have  already  di- 
minished the  income  in  the  present  year  below 
what  it  otherwise  would  have  been,  and  will  proba- 
bly manifest  their  power  much  more  in  the  year 
to  come. 

The  estimates  for  revenue  from  lands  have  been 
reduced  the  most  in  proportion,  because,  besides 
the  diminution  of  sales,  which  will  probably  be 
caused  by  the  present  and  prospective  scarcity  of 
money  and  fall  of  the  prices  of  produce,  the  amount 
received  from  them  during  the  present  year  has,  as 
was  anticipated  by  the  department,  been  much  in- 
creased by  the  temporary  power  of  the  late  pre- 
emption law. 

The  unusual  quantity  of  land  newdy  advertised 
during  the  year  1839,  and  the  consequent  large  re- 
ceipts connected  with  that  cause  and  the  pre-emp- 
tions, are  circumstances  not  likely  to  recur  in  1840. 
It  is  believed,  therefore,  that  the  low  estimates 
submitted  as  to  lands  will  prove  sufficiently  high, 
unless  a graduation  bill  should  pass.  The  effect  of 
such  a bill,  judging  from  reason  and  from  analogy  to 
the  graduated  prices,  under  which  lands  are  now 
selling,  on  account  of  the  Chickasaw  Indians,  at 
Pontitoc,  much  more  freely  than  elsewhere  within 
the  same  state,  would  be  to  add  considerably  to  the 
revenue  for  a few  years. 

Explanations  of  the  estimates  as  to  ihe  expenditures 
and  of  some  further  reductions  in  them. 

The  estimates  of  expenditure  for  ordinary  pur- 
poses in  1840  are  in  the  aggregate  about  five  mil- 
lions less  than  what  it  is  computed  will  be  spent  in 
1839.  This  great  reduction  has  been  proposed,  al- 
though the  expenses  of  1839  will  be  quite  six  mil- 
lions less  than  those  of  1838,  and  those  of'  1838  were 
somewhat  less  than  the  expenses  of  the  previous 
year. 

The  various  items  of  new  appropriations  asked 
for  are,  as  usual,  in  the  amounts  requested  by  the 
different  departments  having  charge  of  the  different 
subjects.  If  any  omissions  or  miscalculations  occur 
in  them,  they  must  therefore  happen  from  inadvert- 
ence by  those  officers  best  acquainted  with  the  bu- 
siness, within  their  own  peculiar  province. 

But,  in  the  present  condition  of  the  country  and 
the  finances,  it  is  not  expected  that  much  necessity 
will  arise,  either  in  the  opinion  of  those  departments 
or  of  congress,  to  make  important  additions  to  the 
sums  now  requested.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  con- 
fidently hoped  that  some  reductions  from  them  can 
be  effected  without  material  injurj  to  any  great  na- 
tional interest. 

It  is  difficult  in  a young,  growing  and  enterprising 
community  to  restrict  public  expenditures  within 
reasonable  limits.  Certain  exigencies  also  occasion- 
ally occur  requiring  extraordinary  sacrifices.  When 
patriotism  and  honor  demand  large  pecuniary  con- 
tributions, the  latter  are  richly  repaid  by  their  ten- 
dency to  impart  vigor  and  security  to  the  former. 
But,  an  expendilureof  twenty  millions  for  ordinary 
purposes,  though  much  reduced  liom  the  aggregate 
during  a few  years  past,  is  belived  by  the  under- 
signed to  be  more,  instead  of  less,  tiian  sound  policy 
justifies,  while  the  present  unusual  embarrassment 
in  moneyed  affairs  shall  confine.  .Indeed,  strong 
doub’s  exist  if  it  be  not  more  than  the  real  neces- 
sities of  the  general  government  usually  require. 
The  reasons  for  this  conclusion  are  briefly  these: 
It  is  true  that  such  an  expenditure,  equalling  only 
a dollar  and  a fourth  per  head  of  our  population,  13 
not  a very  large  one  to  sustain  a confederacy  with 
such  widely  extended  duties  as  this.  If  reduced  to 
the  amount  of  imposts,  which  are  the  real  burden, 
and  if  compared  with  the  taxes  elsewhere,  equaling 
sometimes  fifteen  dollars  per  head,  under  political 
institutions  of  different  forms  and  less  frugality,  the 
pressure  from  that  source  here  would  seem  to  be  re- 
markably light. 

But  it  should  be  remembered  that  the  people  of 
the  U.  States  are  obliged  to  defray  a large  amount 
of  other  public  expenses  imposed  upon  them  by 
state  authorities,  and,  at  the  same  time,  that  their 
forms  of  government,  among  various  excellencies, 
have  been  preferred  particularly  for  their  economy . 
Hence  the  true  question  with  them  in  respect  to 
' expenditures,  is,  not  how  large  burdens  can  be 
borne,  but  howr  much  c^n  be  dispensed  with.  It 
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19  not  what  is  splendid,  but  what  is  useful  and  ne- 
cessary. Not  how  much  can  be  collected  from 
them  without  suffering,  but  how  much  can  be  left 
with  them,  both  of  money  and  power,  and  insure  all 
the  benefits  of  the  social  system. 

As  the  interests  and  wishes  of  the  people  formed 
the  government,  they  should  control  it. 

Considering  these  circumstances,  and  the  severe 
simplicity  and  frugality  befitting  a republic,  what 
amount  of  public  expenses  is  necessary? 

In  1831,  it  was  calculated  that  the  ordinary  ex- 
penses of  the  general  government  need  not  exceed  fif- 
teen millions  of  dollars.  The  undersigned  expressed 
an  opinion  four  or  five  years  afterwards,  that  sixteen 
or  seventeen  millions  would  then  be  sufficient;  and 
he  still  believes  that,  notwithstanding  the  continued 
increase  of  our  population  and  wealth,  they  might 
with  prudence  be  limited  to  eighteen  millions  in 
1840,  and,  perhaps,  after  the  expiration  of  most  of 
the  present  pensions  and  the  removal  of  the  rest  ol 
the  Indians,  be  for  some  time  diminished  still  lower. 

Indeed,  in  point  of  fact,  so  recently  as  1834  and 
1835,  the  whole  yearly  expenses  were  only  seven- 
teen and  eighteen  millions,  independent  of  the  pub- 
lic debt.  Though  the  amount  has  since  been  in- 
creased by  wars,  pensions,  Indian  removals  and 
other  peculiar  causes,  deemed  at  the  time,  in  most 
cases,  sufficient  to  justify  the  appropriations  by 
large  and  often  unanimous  votes  it)  congress,  yet  a 
reduction  has  been  going  on  during  1S38  and  1839, 
and  all  the  ordinary  expenditures  would  not  in  the 
present  year,  but  for  the  pension  list  ami  Indian 
disbursements,  exceed  the  smallest  sum  last  men- 
tioned. The  whole  increase,  however,  has  not  been 
confined  to  these  two  items,  nor  could  the  whole 
reduction  safely  be,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
undersigned,  sound  economy  appears  to  require. 

In  the  inquiry  as  to  the  amount  of  expenditure 
which  should  be  considered  necessary,  light  may 
sometimes  be  obtained  by  adverting  to  the  increase  of 
population  and  wealth.  Looking  to  those  if  (he  ex- 
penditure, independent  of  the  public  debt,  was  rea- 
sonable in  magnitude  during  the  first  eight  yeaili  of 
our  present  government,  the  sum  of  seventeen  or 
eighteen  millions  annually  would  not  now  be  greatly 
disproportionate,  nor  probably  be  found  either  much 
deficient  or  very  unnecessary..  It  would  he  nearly 
five  times  the  average  amount  about  half  a century 
ago,  while  our  population,  since  that  time,  has  un- 
doubtedly increased  more  than  four  fold,  and  our 
wealth  and  resources  have  probably  increased  in  a 
ratio  still  larger.  The  last  remark,  however,  is  a 
matter  of  inference  from  various  data,  more  or  less 
accurate  in  themselves;  such  as  the  average  impor- 
tions,  which  have  only  doubled  in  the  last  forty  or 
fifty'  years;  the  foreign  tonnage;  which  has  increased 
but  iu  a like  ratio;  the  exports  of  domestic  produce, 
which  have  quadrupled  since  1792;  and  the  whole 
tonnage,  including  domestic  as  well  as  toreigh,  which 
lias  also  quadrupled  and  become  more  than  propor- 
tionally eliicient  by  introducing  into  it  over  eight 
hundred  steam  vessels. 

Other  data,  less  accurate  but  not  less  sure  indica- 
tions of  a still  larger  increase  in  wealth  are  to  be 
found  in  the  vast  extension  of  agriculture,  manu- 
factures, the  mechanic  arts,  and  various  useful  ap- 
plications of  steam,  as  well  as  in  opening  roads  and 
canals,  building  up  flourishing  cities,  enlarging  our 
territory,  diffusing  practical  education,  and  multi- 
plying, by  ways  too  numerous  for  repetition,  the 
comforts,  advantages,  and  powers  of  a great  and 
prosperous  people. 

But  such  general  considerations,  though  benefi- 
cial in  comparative  examinations,  are  usually  better 
tests  of  the  ability  to  pay  than  of  the  propriety  of 
the  expenses  themselves.  A scrutiny  into  the  prin- 
cipal items  of  the  latter,  and  their  amounts  at  this 
time,  compared  with  those  from  forty  to  fifty  years 
ago,  will  aid  much,  in  connexion  with  the  conside- 
rations before  mentioned,  in  forming  a more  accu- 
rate judgment  on  the  propriety  and  necessity  of 
most  of  the  present  expenditures.  It  will  show 
what  branches  have  since  sprung  Into  being,  and 
what,  from  their  character,  should  or  should  not  be 
longer  continued. 

Some  suggestions  were  submitted  on  this  subject 
in  the  last  annual  report,  and  its  importance  must 
be  the  excuse  for  adding  more  on  this  occasion. — 
The  expenditures  nominally  connected  with  foreign 
intercourse  have  increased  least.  Those- connected 
with  the  war  department  have  increased  most. — 
The  civil  and  miscellaneous  charges  continue  com- 
paratively moderate.  But  several  of  our  heaviest 
burdens,  such  as  the  navy,  the  pensions,  Indian  dis- 
bursements, and  a class  consisting  of  light  houses, 
fortifications,  roads  and  improvements  in  harbors 
and  rivers,  have  augmented  very  largely  since  the 
first  eight  years  of  tire  government.  Some  of  them 
have  increased  more  than  fifty  fold. 

On  a careful  examination  it  will  be  seen  that  va- 
rious vindications,  more  or  Isas  plausible,  have  been 


made  for  these  additions  at  different  periods;  but 
they  cannot  be  now  applicable  for  the  continuance 
of  them  all. 

Thus,  the  enlargement  of  our  naval  expenses 
from  less  than  half  a million  yearly  before  1795,  to 
more  than  six  millions  now,  was  in  some  degree 
justified  from  time  to  time,  as  an  efficient  aid  to 
foreign  intercouise  with  semi-barbarous  people,  and 
for  the  protection  of  our  commerce  and  citizens 
against  injustice  or  rapine  whether  in  remotest 
Asia,  or  nearer  quarters  of  the  globe.  The  in- 
crease of  pensions  from  only  forty  or  fifty  thousand 
dollars  yearly  at  first,  and  only  eighty  thousand  as 
late  as  1811,  to  nearly  .four  millions  now,  was  de- 
fended on  various  grounds.  But  in  most  cases  it  was 
considered  less  as  a liberal  charity  than  as  a pay. 
merit  of  the  revolutionary  debt  to  a patriotic  soldiery 
who  advanced  arduous  services  in  the  field  rather 
than  money,  and  endured  sufferings  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  our  liberties,  which  a grateful  posterity 
should  endeavor  to  remunerate.  The  Indian  ex- 
penditures, enlarged  from  a few  thousands  to  three 
or  four  millions  of  dollars,  have  been  regarded  as 
the  most  efficacious  means  of  improving  perma- 
nently the  condition  of  the  aborigines,  as  widely 
extending  the  boundaries  of  civilization  over  the 
new  states,  and,  in  a fiscal  view,  as  profitable  ad- 
vances of  money,  soon  to  be  fully  repaid  by  the 
sales  of  lands  to  which  the  Indian  title  has  thus 
been  amicably  extinguished.  The  other  group  ol 
items,  for  forts,  light  houses,  roads,  harbors  and  ri- 
vers, some  entirely  new,  and  the  whole  augmented 
from  fifty  thousand  dollars  to  three  or  four  millions, 
have,  on  several  occasions,  and  to  a proper  extent, 
been  considered  as  prudent  precautions. for  nation- 
al defence  and  useful  aids  to  the  extension  and  se- 
curity of  commerce.  Some  expenses  of  smaller 
magnitude  may  have  swollen  quite  as  fast  as  these; 
others  with  less  rapidity;  and  others  stilt  have  been 
wholly  createtfsince  1797.  Part  of  them  have  ap- 
parently become  a permanent  charge  on  the  treasu- 
ry, and  pait  undoubtedly  may  he,  as  others  have 
been,  properly  discontinued.  But,  without  time 
now  to  go  into  the  consideration  of  details  as  to 
any  except  these  four  enumerated  classes,  it  may  be 
addeed  that  these  are,  when  united,  nearly  quadru- 
ple all  the  other  ordinary  expenditures;  and  either 
of  those  four  classes  alone  amounts  yearly  to  a sum 
about  equal  to  all  the  other  ordinary  expenditures, 
and  more  than  the  whole  of  every  kind  except  the 
public  debt,  each  year,  from  1789  to  1797. 

The  precise  periods  when  the  greatest  increases 
happened,  ami  the  ratio  of  them  have  not  kept  an 
uniform  pace  with  the  progress  of  population  and 
wealth.  In  many  respects  the  ratio  has  not  been 
nearly  so  great  during  the  last  ten  or  twenty  years 
as  in  some  previous  terms.  Thus,  the  whole  ex- 
penses of  the  government  in  1793,  with  the  excep- 
tion before  mentioned,  were  about  three  millions 
yearly;  and  in  1S18,  after  the  lapse  of  a quarter  of 
a century,  had  increased,  though  in  a period  of 
peace  to  fifteen  millions  of  dollars  or  fivefold,  while 
our  population  in  that  period  has  only  doubled. — 
But,  during  the  next  sixteen  or  seventeen  years,  as 
in  1834  and  1835,  the  expenses  had  enlarged  not 
twenty-five  per  cent,  while  our  population  had  ad- 
vanced at  least  sixty-six  per  cent.  During  the 
present  year,  though  in  intermediate  periods,  chiefly 
from  Indian  wars  and  removals,  considerably  higher, 
they  will  not  exceed  the  amount  in  181S  more  than 
sixty-six  per  cent,  while  our  population  has  since 
increased  more  than  eighty-four  per  cent.  Again, 
take  the  progress  in  the  ordinary  civil  expenses, 
which  include  those  of  the  executive,  legislative 
and  judicial  departments,  miscellaneous  and  foreign 
intercourse;  all  of  them  united,  were  but  a little  over 
half  a million  of  dollars  in  1793;  while  ill  1818,  they 
had  increased  to  nearly  four  millions,  or  eight  hun- 
dred per  cent,  though  our  population  had  augmented 
only  one  hundred  per  cent. 

But  since  the  last  date,  that  class  of  expenditures 
has  not  enlarged  foity  per  cent,  having  been  not 
over  five  millions  and  a half  in  either  1837,  1838,  or 
probably  1S39,  while  our  population  has  advanced 
eighty-four  per  cent,  or  more  than  double  that  rate. 
All  can  thus  peceive  where,  when,  and  in  what,  the 
greatest  increases  have  occurred — the  principal  rea- 
sons, whether  sufficient  or  otherwise,  assigned  for 
several  of  them,  and  the  ample  opportunity  which 
still  exists  for  further  retrenchments,  so  far  as  the 
public  interests  are  supposed  by  congress  to  require 
them,  in  any  or  all  of  these  large  burdens  on  the 
public  treasury. 

As  some  encouragement  to  hope  for  a continued 
reduction  in  several  of  them,  without  injury  to  any 
of  the  important  establishments  of  the  country,  it 
may  be  observed,  that  portions  of  these  items  of  ex- 
pense, and  several  smaller  ones,  must  cease  forever 
with  the  temporary  occasion  lor  them,  and  others 
will  not,  whence  once  completed,  require  renewal 


soon,  if  ever.  Such  are  numerous  special  donations 
and  grants:  durable  public  buildings  of  all  kinds, 
dry  docks,  improvements  at  navy  yards,  forts,  arse- 
nals and  arms,  roads  and  harbors  constructed,  ob- 
structions iri  rivers  removed,  the  manufacture  of 
weights  and  measures,  the  survey  of  the  coast, 
much  of  the  removal  of  the  Indians,  the  extinguish- 
ment of  Indian  titles,  and  most  of  the  existing 
pensions.  But  unpleasant  as  is  the  task  of  reduc- 
tion, it  may  also  become  necessary  to  go  farther, 
and  diminish  on  a general  pro  rata  scale  or  other- 
wise, the  compensation  to  all  officers,  civil  and  mi- 
litary, executive,  judicial  and  legislative.  It  is 
surely  much  better  to  do  this,  so  far  as  the  public 
exigencies  may  require  and  justice  sanction,  than 
to  expose  the  treasury  to  bankruptcy,  by  continu- 
ing to  make  appropriations  beyond  the  certain 
means' provided  for  the  payment  of  them,  or  to  re- 
sort, in  a period  pf  peace,  to  the  spendthrift  and  sn- 
cidal  policy  of  affecting  permanent  loans  to  defray 
ordinary  expenditures.  Peace  is  the  time  to  pay 
rather  than  incur  debts,  and  it  would  be  wiser  for 
any  nation  even  to  hoard  during  peace  than  to  bor- 
row largely,  and  thus  encumber  still  more  those  en- 
ergies and  resources  which  are  naturally  crippled 
by  war,  but  whose  whole  vigor  is  so  conducive  to 
its  success. 

The  preceding  remarks  are  applicable  to  ordinary 
expenditures.  But  for  extraordinary  ones,  such  as 
within  a few  years  past,  the  expensive  removal  of 
the  Creeks  and  Cherokees.,  the  Black  Hawk  and 
Florida  wars,  while  equal  caution  may  well  be  ex- 
ercised in  deciding  on  their  necessity,  yet,  when 
once  that  is  admitted,  les3  objection  exists  to  tem- 
porary' measures  for  relief,  like  treasury  notes  or 
short  loans,  provided  a permanent  increase  of  taxa- 
tion is  not  likely  to  be  required  in  the  end. 

In  voting  for  extraordinary  charges,  as  well  as  in 
sanctioning,  from  sympathy  or  justice,  unexpected 
appropriations  towards  laige  private  claims  and  in- 
teresting local  objects,  it  often  happens  that  heavy 
payments  are  imposed  on  the  treasury  for  purposes 
not  contemplated  in  the  ordinary  estimates. 

And  the  obvious  propriety  of  generally  making 
at  the  same  time  some  new  provision  of  means  ade- 
quate to  the  discharge  of  such  additional  burdens, 
is  sometimes  unfortunately  overlooked.  But,  when 
acting  on  these  or  other  cases,  if  congress  cannot, 
consistently  with  its  views  of  duty  to  the  country, 
adopt  the  course  suggested,  and  restrict  the  amount 
of  appropriations, whether  ordinary  or  extraordinary, 
to  the  certain  current  revenue,  the  only  remaining 
courses  which  seem  defensible  are  these:  either  to 
provide  for  recalling  portions  of  the  public  money 
now  deposited  with  the  states,  or  establish  an  ade- 
quate system  of  direct  taxation,  or  at  once  resort 
to  the  contingent  power  contemplated  in  the  exist- 
ing laws  concerning  the  tariff  when  changes  become 
necessary  for  purposes  of  revenue,  and  restore  the 
duty  on  several  articles  ofluxury  now  free. 

On  some  permanent  safeguard  under  fluctuations  in 
receipts  and  expenditures. 

Much  has  at  times  been  wisely  done  by  congress 
to  supply  means  for  meeting  unexpected  deficien- 
cies. But  all  legal  provisions  heretofore  adopted 
for  that  purpose  having  expired,  our  financial  ope- 
rations will  be  constantly  exposed  to  danger,  unless 
some  permanent  safeguard  under  contingencies  is 
established. 

These  circumstances  must  constitute  an  apology 
for  once  more  explaining  some  of  the  grounds  in 
favor  of  such  a measure,  and  earnestly  asking 
speedy  legislation  concerning  it. 

The  principal  sources  of  our  present  revenue  are 
sensibly  affected  by  fluctuations  not  only  in  com- 
mercial prosperity,  but  in  the  crops,  the  banking 
policy,  and  credit  systems  of  even  foreign  nations. 
The  influence  of  these  causes  seems  to  become 
yearly  more  changeable  and  more  uncertain  in  its 
extent. 

Numerous  illustrations  in  support  of  these  views 
have  been  referred  to  in  former  reports.  Some  of 
them  show  a sudden  and  great  falling  off  in  the  re- 
gular receipts,  though  during  peace,  as  the  duties 
in  1816,  from  nine  millions  in  one  quarter,  to  only 
three  in  the  next;  and  as  the  sales  of  public  lands, 
from  twenty  four  millions  in  1836,  or  an  amount 
over  half  of  all  received  in  the  previous  forty  years, 
to  less  than  three  millions  in  1838.  But  the  re- 
turns from  the  districts  in  some  states  during  the 
last  two  years  present  additional  facts  equally 
striking  on  this  subject. 

In  Michigan,  for  instance,  the  sales  of  publia 
lands  in  1836  exceeded  five  millions  of  dollars. — 
They  fell  in  1838  to  only  $154,284;  and  in  Missis- 
sippi, where,  in  1835  and  1836,  they  exceeded  three 
millions  each  year,  they  fell  in  1838  to  only  $96,636. 
As  before  intimated,  a portion  of  such  extraordi- 
nary fluctuations  results  from  the  vacillating  cha- 
racter of  the  sources  from  which  our  revenue  is  de- 
rived. But  most  of  them  are  evils  inseparable 
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from  the  periodical  contractions  amt  expansions  in- 
cident to  the  present  defective  system  of  banking, 
in  a country  so  full  of  enterprise  as  ours,  with  such 
freedom  in  pursuits,  such  facilities  of  intercourse, 
and  such  strong  temptations  to  rash  speculation. 

The  fluctuations,  however,  are  not  confined  to 
the  receipts.  The  expenditures,  which  may  be 
sanctioned  by  congress  annually,  are  very  uncer- 
tain in  their  amount,  as  well  as  doubtful  in  the  pro- 
portion of  them,  which  will  be  called  for  within  the 
year,  or  in  any  particular  portion  of  it. 

All  these,  and  similar  considerations  in  favor  of 
some  permanent  provision  on  this  subject,  apply 
with  still  greater  force  than  they  have  heretofore. 
The  available  balance  in  the  treasury  to  facilitate 
its  operations,  is  much  smaller  than  has  formerly 
been  usual.  The  receipts  on  the  debts  still  due 
from  banks,  after  two  previous  disappointments  as 
to  some  of  them,  must  be  regarded  with  increased 
doubt,  and  if  they  should  be  paid  within  the 
coining  year,  the  outstanding  treasury  notes  be- 
come redeemable  in  the  first  half  of  it,  and  must 
be  discharged  soinev  months  before  the  bond  of  the 
United  States  bank  falls  due  in  September. 

The  introduction  of  steam  in  voyages  across  the 
Atlantic,  besides  the  great  revolution  it  must  pro- 
duce in  other  respects,  will  so  expedite  orders  and 
imports,  a3  to  produce  a sensible  departure  from 
the  former  more  uniformal  periods  of  laying  in 
stocks  of  certain  kinds  of  merchandise  in  advance, 
and  must  thus  add  to  the  irregularity  in  our  receipts 
from  imports,  as  well  as  to  the  uncertainty  in  pre- 
viously estimating  their  amount. 

The  practice  of  incurring  expenses, in  certain 
cases,  sometimes  legislative,  and  sometimes  mili- 
tary, or  of  a different  character,  in  anticipation  of 
appropriations,  and  occasioned  by  unexpected  ne- 
cessities or  unusual  delays,  seems  to  be  increasing. 
It  augments  the  risk  of  a temporary  deficiency, 
because  large  sums  thus  become  payable  in  a mass, 
and  forthwith  from  the  treasury,  when  most  of  the 
members  of  congress,  at  the  time  of  making  the 
appropriations,  expect  that  the  burden  will  be 
spread  somewhat  equally  over  the  whole  of  the  en- 
suing year. 

Why  then  should  not  a constant  safeguard,  or 
some  permanent  remedy  under  such  irregularities, 
be  provided?  The  omission  to  do  this  can  hardly 
be  considered  the  true  check  on  extravagant  expen- 
diture, as  that  check  would  seem  to  consist  rather 
in  a forbearance  to  make  unnecessary  appropria- 
tions, than  in  a refusal  to  provide  ample  means  for 
paying  with  promptitude  under  all  probable  contin- 
gencies, what  has  already  been  appropriated,  and 
has  thus  received  the  deliberate  sanction  of  congress. 
The  national  pride,  no  less  than  its  honor  and  cre- 
dit, appears  to  be  concerned,  in  adopting  some  mea- 
sure on  this  subject,  stable,  efficient,  creditable  to 
free  institutions,  and  possessing  a paramount  influ- 
ence to  preserve  unspotted  the  public  faith. 

The  states  now  possess,  separately,  quite  as  deep 
an  interest  in  such  an  arrangement  as  the  general 
government,  since  a blow  on  the  credit  of  the  latter 
would,  like  an  electric  shock,  be  felt  through  the 
whole  of  them,  and  inevitably  depreciate  still  more 
their  immense  amounts  of  stocks. 

It  is  hoped  that  an  actual  failure  to  furnish  means 
to  make  prompt  payment,  under  all  contingencies, 
and  thus  producing  the  very  violation  of  good  faith, 
so  much  to  be  deprecated,  will  not  be  necessary  to 
awaken  its  guardians  to  the  urgent  importance  of 
some  such  remedial  provision;  a measure,  without 
which,  in  the  shape  of  an  investment  or  large  ba- 
lance on  hand,  or  authority  given  to  postpone  cer- 
tain classes  of  appropriation  when  the  revenue 
proves  insufficient  for  the  whole,  or  some  pow'er  to 
borrow  money,  or  issue,  on  interest,  when  necessa- 
ry, drafts  or  exchequer  bills,  no  financial  system  in 
any  enlightened  country  has  been,  or  can  be,  long 
administered  with  safety  and  honor. 

In  our  system,  the  provision  on  this  subject  was 
very  uniform  and  permanent,  till  the  extinguish- 
ment of  the  national  debt  in  1835.  Previous  to  that 
time,  a large  balance  beyond  the  expenses  for  ordi- 
nary purposes  was  generally  collected,  and  being 
kept  on  hand  till  near  the  close  of  the  year,  so  as  to 
assist  in  any  contingency,  was  then,  if  not  thus 
wanted,  applied  towards  the  payment  of  the  debt. 

After  that  time,  the  first  resort  in  the  event  of 
fluctuations  was  temporary,  and  consisted  of  the  ac- 
cidental and  unexpected  accumulation  w'hich  im- 
mediately followed.  When  parts  of  that  accumula- 
lon  were  expended,  and  the  residue  was  divided 
among  the  states,  instead  of  being  invested  and  held 
to  meet  deficiencies,  the  recall  of  it,.as  fast  as  need- 
ed for  the  latter  purpose,  was  still  sanctioned  by 
congress,  and  constituted  the  next  permanent  reme- 
dy. But  this  power  of  recall  was  afterwards  taken 
from  the  treasury  department,  and  instead  of  it  the 
payment  of  one  instalment  was  postponed,  and  a 
very  limited  authority  given  to  issue  treasury  notes 


for  aid  in  any  contingency  That  authority  also 
expired  in  June  last,  and  while  in  force  contained 
requisitions  immediately  to  receive  those  notes  in 
payments  when  offered,  and  at  the  same  time  pre- 
venting the  reissue  of  them,  which  proved  to  be  ex- 
ceedingly inconvenient  and  hazardous;  which  have 
already  rendered  two  additional  acts  of  congress  ne- 
cessary, and  which,  in  a moneyed  crisis  like  the 
present,  not  only  endangers  all  fiscal  operations,  but 
would  have  stopped  some  of  the  most  important  of 
them,  if  not  obviated  in  a degree  by  seasonable  ar- 
rangements made  in  anticipation  of  difficulty. 

The  department,  therefore,  is  now  without  any 
resort,  temporary  or  permanent,  in  case  of  material 
deficiencies;  and  considering  all  the  circumstances 
before  mentioned,  with  the  dangerous  liability  in 
law  to  have  the  whole  of  the  outstanding  treasury 
notes  paid  in  at  any'  moment  for  public  dues,  with- 
out a power  remaining  to  issue  others  in  their  stead; 
considering  also  the  present  revulsions  in  the  com- 
mercial world,  w’hich  affect  so  seriously  the  receipts 
from  both  duties  and  lands;  considering  the  disasters 
which  are  befalling  the  banks  and  rendering  our 
collected  funds  in  some  cases  wholly  unavailable, 
and  the  advances  necessary  to  be  soon  made  for  the 
large  payments  of  pensions,  and  treasury  notes  fall- 
ing due  in  March,  the  earliest  attention  to  new  le- 
gislation on  this  subject  seems  highly  prudent,  if 
not  indispensable,  for  the  effectual  securily  of  the 
public  credit. 

The  manner  of  keeping  the  public  money,  with  the  pro- 
per guards  against  losses. 

During  the  present  year,  the  public  money  has 
been  kept  in  the  following  manner.  Where  suitable 
banks  could  be  obtained,  in  conformity  to  the  act  of 
June  23,  1836,  it  has  been  placed  in  them,  in  general 
deposite.  When  such  could  not  be  obtained,  and 
the  amounts  were  likely  to  be  permanently  large, 
or  were  not  collected  by  any  public  officer,  the  mo- 
ney has  been  placed  in  banks,  on  special  deposite, 
either  in  the  modified  form,  as  explained  last  year, 
or  under  particular  stipulations  in  writing.  In  other 
cases,  where  it  was  small  in  amount,  or  likely  to  be 
wanted  immediately  for  public  use,  it  has  remained 
with  those  collecting  it  till  drawn  for. 

Only  two  banks  are  now  employed  as  general  de- 
positories, under  the  act  of  June,  1836.  Their 
names  and  the  amount  of  public  money  in  each, 
subject  to  draft  at  the  last  returns,  are  annexed, (K). 

A tabular  statement  is  also  appended,  which 
shows  the  condition  of  those  banks  and  the  reasohs 
for  the  discontinuance  of  three  of  that  class,  since 
the  last  session  of  congress,  (L). 

In  respect  to  the  system  at  present  in  use,  it  is 
not  proposed  to  add  much  to  the  comments,  which 
have  been  submitted  on  its  defects,  in  former  re- 
ports. The  failures  among  the  banks  within  the 
last  few  months  have  again  strongly  illustrated  those 
defects. 

Without  further  legislation,  this  system  cannot 
be  made,  and  it  certainly  is  not  now  the  most  safe 
and  convenient  one,  whether  congress  intend  to 
continue  a system  of  banks,  or  adopt  one  indepen- 
dent of  banks,  or  employ  a mixed  one  composed  of 
both.  But  it  is  a system  forced  on  the  department, 
by  the  peculiarities  of  the  existing  laws  and  the  pre- 
sent condition  of  our  banking  institutions.  It  is  be- 
lieved to  be  the  best  one  possible,  consistent  with 
them.  Under  (lie  present  arrangements  no  eventu- 
al losses  are  supposed  to  have  been  sustained,  which 
are  properly  attributable  to  this  mode  of  keeping  the 
public  money.  Any  small  ones,  which  are  likely  to 
happen,  appear  to  be  the  result  of  the  usual  risks 
incident  to  the  mere  collection  and  disbursement  of 
the  money,  without  reference  to  the  manner  of 
keeping  it,  and  these  kinds  of  risks  are  inseparable 
from  any  system  heretofore  in  force  on  this  subject, 
whether  consisting  of  an  United  States  bank,  or 
state  banks,  or  either  of  those  mixed  with  individual 
officers. 

An  exclusive  use  of  bank  corporations  for  collect- 
ing and  disbursing,  as  well  as  keeping  all  the  public 
money,  could  alone  dispense  with  the  employment 
of  individual  officers  for  the  two  former  purposes, 
which  has  prevailed  from  the  foundation  of  the  go- 
vernment. Such  an  innovation  has  been  proposed 
by  some,  and  more  especially  in  the  large  seaports. 
But  it  would  create  a radical  change  in  the  whole 
theory  of  all  our  collection  laws.  It  would  subject 
the  government  in  most  of  its  fiscal  concerns  to  an 
entire  and  humiliating  dependence  on  moneyed  cor- 
porations. And  should  the  latter,  though  increased 
so  much  in  power,  not  aspire  more  to  misuse  it.  yet 
a wider  door  would  thus  be  opened  to  sinister  influ- 
ences as  well  as  to  great  fiscal  derangements  and 
ultimate  losses.  Recent  events  have  evinced  the 
dangers  of  these  so  strikingly  as  to  justify  all  in  be- 
ing more  mistrustful,  and  to  render  the  further  con- 
sideration of  such  a plan  unnecessary. 

The  chief  difficulty  under  the  old  systems  need 
only  be  understood  clearly  to  be  duly  appreciated. 


It  has  not  been  in  making  large  payments  or  large 
transfers,  when  using  for  deposite  either  the  state 
banks  or  the  United  States  bank.  Receivers  and 
collectors  have  also  in  many  places  effected  pay- 
ments with  promptitude  and  to  great  amounts,  and 
almost  every  trouble  in  transfers  by  them  would  be 
obviated  by  the  authority  heretofore  asked  (or  the 
treasurer,  to  receive  money  for  lands  in  advance  at 
points  mutually  convenient  to  the  purchaser  and  the 
treasurer.  But  the  greatest  defect  in  any  former 
system,  connected  with  this  distuibing  subject,  has 
always  been  of  a different  character.  It  consists  in 
a want  of  an  absolute  prohibition  to  employ  the 
public  money  for  any  private  purpose  whatever,  and 
in  the  want  of  severe  penalties  to  enforce  stich  a 
prohibition,  andofotheradequate  checks  and  guards, 
possessing  a preventive  operation  on  both  the  minds 
and  acts  of  officers,  sufficiently  powerful  to  diminish 
defalcations. 

This  defect  has  exposed  the  treasury  to  constant 
losses,  from  the  foundation  of  the  government,  and 
under  all  systems  hitherto  in  use.  It  can  be  effec- 
tually remedied  by  no  official  regulations,  as  these 
have  neither  the  extent,  respect,  nor  force  of  laws, 
but  only  by  such  new  legislation,  both  penal  and 
prohibitory,  as  has  been  repeatedly  recommended 
by  this  department,  and  as  experience  in  most  other 
countries  has  shown  to  be  indispensable  to  check 
peculations  in  the  most  effective  manner. 

The  correctness  of  the  statement  as  to  the  exist- 
ence.of  these  losses  under  all  systems  and  all  ad- 
ministrations of  them,  which  have  prevailed  since 
the  present  form  of  government  went  into  operation, 
has  been  shown  generally  from  official  records  in 
reports  made  to  congress  within  the  last  two  years, 
and  they  will  appear  more  in  detail  in  a reply,  soon 
to  be  presented,  to  a resolution  of  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives, calling  for  particulars  concerning  de- 
faults in  -‘each  administration,”  from  1789  to  1837. 

It  is  not  proposed  to  enter  here  into  minute  parti- 
culars concerning  the  results  as  contained  and  ex- 
hibited in  that  reply.  But  a few  general  statements 
from  them  will  throw  light  on  the  topic  under  con- 
sideration. 

Losses  appear  to  have  occurred  from  defaults 
among  officers  in  every  “adminislratiort”  or  presi- 
dential term  from  the  formation  of  the  present  go- 
vernment. Thus,  among  disbursing  officers,  they 
are  found  in  every  term  since  1789;  among  collect- 
ing officers  in  each  since  1793,  and  among  deposite 
officers,  or  banks,  in  all  since  1817. 

The  largest  amount  of  loss  from  each  class,  with 
in  the  period  described,  has  been  by  deposite  offi- 
cers, consisting  of  banks,  and  including,  as  the  re- 
solution requires,  the  depreciation  on  shch  of  their 
notes  as  were  taken  for  public  dues.  The  loss  by 
this  class,  at  the  lowest  estimate,  has  exceeded  six 
millions  and  a half  of  dollars;  and,  adopting  a com- 
putation made  by  a committee  of  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives, in  1832,  would  equal  thirty  five  mil- 
lions. The  next  largest  amount  of  loss,  as  ascer- 
tained and  computed  by  the  proper  bureaus,  has 
been  by  disbursing  officers,  and  has  been  a little  un- 
der five  millions.  And  the  least  loss  has  been  by 
collecting  officers,  not  much  exceeding  two  millions. 
The  aggregate  of  all  thesp  losses,  taking  the  lowest 
estimate  for  banks,  is  about  thirteen  millions  and  a 
half.  If,  in  connexion  with  this  subject,  were  con- 
sidered the  losses  in  collecting  the  revenue  by  the 
non-payment  of  bonds  for  duties,  on  which  credit 
was  given  to  merchants,  something  over  seven  and 
a half  millions  of  dollars  must  be  added,  increasing 
the  aggregate  to  more  than  twenty-orie  millions. 
The  pioportionale  losses  by  these  classes  have  been 
thus:  Those  by  the  banks  and  by  the  duty-bonds 
amount  to  more  that  two-thirds  of  the  whole.  The 
losses,  either  by  the  banks  alone,  or'  the  merchants* 
bonds  alone,  have  been  nearly  as  greats  as  by  both 
disbursing  and  collecting  officers  united;  ami  either 
is  more  than  threefold  as  great  as  by  collectors  and 
receivers,  and  several  millions  more  than  by  them 
not  only  from  3 789  to  1S37,  but  from  1789  down  to 
the  present  moment. 

The  particular  losses  in  each  presidential  term 
being  also  desired  by  the  resolution,  they  have  been 
ascertained;  and,  as  they  furnish  a striking  solution 
of  some  of  the  general  causes  of  those  losses,  the 
periods  in  which  the  largest  and  some  of  the  smallest 
ones  happened  among  each  class  of  public  agents 
may  be  usefully  designated  here.  A mong  the  banks, 
the  largest  losses  were  from  1813  to  1817,  then  con- 
sisting entirely  of  depreciation  on  notes  taken,  and 
next  from  1821  to  1824,  consisting  then  chiefly  of 
deposiles;  while  from  3329  to  1833,  and  from  1833 
to  1837,  they  were  smaller  than  in  any  period  since 
1813.  Among  disbursing  officers,  looking  to  the 
amount  disbursed,  the  largest  losses  were  from  1821 
to  1825,  next  from  1817  to  1821,  and  next  from  1809 
to  1S13,  and  they  were  smaller  from  1829  to  1833,  and 
1833  to  1S37,  than  in  any  other  term  whatever,  ex- 
pect from  1789  to  . 1793.  The  loss  on  each  $100 
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from  1829  to  1833  was  only  nineteen  cents,  and  from 
1833  to  1837  only  twenty-six  cents;  while  in  some 
previous  terms  it  was  as  high  as  two  dollars  and 
sixteen  cents.  In  this  class  the  most  numerous 
losses,  compared  with  all  in  office,  were  from  1817 
to  1821,  next  from  1821  to  1825,  and  next  from  1813 
to  1817.  The  smallest  proportion  in  this  respect, 
except  during  the  first  two  terms  under  the  consti- 
tution, was  from  1829  to  1S33,  and  except  those 
and  the  third  term,  the  next  smallest  was  from  1833 
to  1837. 

Among  collecting  officers,  if  looking  to  the  amounts 
collected,  the  largest  losses  were  from  1797  to  ISO  1 , 
next  from  1809  to  1813,  next  (rom  1817  to  1821,  and 
next  from  lSl)5  to  1S09.  The  most  numerous  de- 
faults, compared  with  the  whole  number  of  that 
class  in  office,  were  from  1809  to  1S13,  next  from 
1S05  to  1S09,  next  from  1821  to  1825,  next  from 
1817  to  1821,  and  next  from  1825  to  1828.  The  ratio 
of  them  from  1829  to  1833,  and  1S33  to  1837,  was 
not  one-fourth  as  large  as  in  some  of  the  periods  just 
enumerated.  Indeed  it  was  less  than  any  previous 
terms  from  the  foundation  of  the  government,  ex- 
cept lour,  and  the  number  of  such  defaulters  was 
less  than  in  any  presidential  term  since  1801. 

The  accounts  of  the  post  office  establishment  be- 
ing kept  separately,  and  its  officers  acting  in  the 
capacities  both  of  collecting  and  disbursing,  are  not 
included  in  the  above  results,  but  will  be  given  in 
the  special  report  in  distinct  tables. 

On  a careful  review  of  these  data  it  must  be  ob- 
vious, that  in  the  absence  of  any  penal  prohibition 
to  use  the  public  money  for  private  pur  poses,  and 
of  other  adequate  securities  against  misconduct,  the 
increased  losses  during  some  of  the  terms  mention- 
ed must  have  happened  more  from  the  strong  temp- 
tations to  misuse  the  money,  combined  with  the  ca- 
lamities incident  to  war,  extraordinary  expansions 
and  contractions  in  the  currency,  and  great  specula- 
tions and  convulsions  in  trade,  than  Irom  any  pecu- 
liar rapacity  among  those  then  in  public  trust,  or 
any  spetial  neglect  on  the  part  of  those  who  were 
then  either  accounting  officers,  or  possessed  of  the 
power  to  appoint  and  remove  unfaithful  agents. 

Thus  in  1831,  1832  and  1833,  prosperous  but  not 
speculating  years,  in  the  interior  scarcely  a single 
loss  is  supposed  to  have  happened  among  receivers, 
though  some  were  then  reported  for  suit  on  previous 
defaults;  and  the  same  may  be  said  of  collectors 
then,  and  in  1835,  prosperous  but  not  speculating 
years  on  the  sea  board.  But,  in  more  calamitous 
periods  of  trade,  like  1797  and  1793,  1S08  to  1813, 
1S18  to  1821,  and  1337,  sometimes  succeeding 
others  of  rash  speculation,  the  defaults  multiplied 
among  collectors  as  well  as  disbursing  agents.  So, 
in  similar  periods  in  the  interior,  like  1818  to  1821, 
and  1836  and  1837,  they  increased  among  the  re- 
ceivers and  the  banks  much  in  a ratio  with  the  in- 
ordinate thirst  for  hazardous  investments,  and  the 
overwhelming  disasters  which  ensued  from  them 
and  overissues  of  paper  money. 

Another  very  strong  illustration  of  this  is  to  be 
found  in  the  periods  of  the  greatest  losses  on  mer- 
chants’ bonds,  compared  with  the  whole  amount  of 
duties  collected.  These  losses  were  the  highest, 
from  1325  to  1829,  of  any  term  since  the  commence- 
ment of  the  government,  doubtless  in  a great  mea- 
sure growing  out  of  the  excessive  mercantile  specu- 
lations and  failures  of  that  period;  and  the  next 
largest  were  from  1821  to  1825,  resulting  probably 
from  like  causes;  while  from  1829  to  1833,  a period 
of  comparative  regularity  in  trade,  the  loss  was 
smaller  than  in  any  other  term  since  1809,  and  less 
than  even  from  1793  to  1797,  and  1797  to  1301. 

On  the  other  topic,  as  to  the  feasibility  and  utility 
of  additional  cheeks  and  -penalties  against  defalca- 
tions, the  illustrations  referred  to,  as  drawn  from 
examples  abroad,  are  these:  Out  of  tweuly-seven 

governments,  in  respect  to  which  accurate  slate- 
ment9  have  been  obtained,  and  which  include  almost 
every  important  civilized  country  in  the  world, 
twenty-six  seem  to  prohibit  any  private  use  of  the 
public  money,  either  by  collecting  or  disbursing 
agents.  In  six  cases  only  do  the  deposite  agents 
appear  to  be  allow'ed  the  use  of  public  funds,  and 
that  is  only  when  those  agents  are- banks,  and  the 
money  is  placed  with  them  in  general  deposite.  In 
a great  majority  of  these  governments,  the  employ- 
ment of  public  funds  for  private  purposes  by  any 
agents  whatever  is  not  only  prohibited  but  punished 
by  severe  penalties,  such  as  imprisonment  or  the 
galleys,  the  penitentiary,  and  in  some  instances 
death.  More  minute  checks  and  guards  also  are  in- 
troduced in  most  of  them,  and  less  is  left  to  discre- 
tion or  regulation,  even  in  monarchies,  than  here. 

That  course  of  making  full  and  explicit  statutory 
provisions  on  all  these  important  points,  and  duly 
restricting  executive  discretion,  so  liable  to  dege- 
nerate into  tyianny,  has  before  been  repeatedly  urged 
by  the  undersigned,  from  a regard  as  well  to  correct 
political  principles  as  to  an  increase  of  the  public 


security,  arid  a diminution  of  the  difficulties  and  re- 
sponsibilities he  has  of  late  years  been  compelled  to 
pass  through,  in  a period  of  such  immense  collec- 
tions and  disbursements,  accompanied  by  so  severe 
revulsions  in  commerce  and  such  harassing  bank 
suspensions. 

Dwelling  no  longer  now  on  this  topic,  he  is  con- 
vinced, not  only  that  the  measures  for  greater  se- 
curity in  the  collection  and  disbursement  of  the 
public  money,  but  all  the  other  provisions  heretofore 
recommended,  in  the  establishment  of  an  indepen- 
dent treasury,  for  keeping  and  transferring  it,  should 
be  early  adopted.  Prominently  among  these  last, 
is  the  separation  between  the  banks  and  the  prin- 
cipal fiscal  operations  of  the  government.  That 
would  be  likely  to  produce  many  advantages,  which 
have  been  explained  so  fujly  on  former  occasions 
that  only  a few  of  them  need  here  be  adverted  to, 
and  this  very  briefly.  It  would  render  a bank- 
ruptcy of  the  treasury  impossible,  by  a wide  if  not 
general  suspension  of  specie  payments.  To  the 
loss,  vexation  ami  discredit  of  this,  the  government 
has  already  been  more  than  once  subjected,  and  a U. 
States  bank,  judging  Irotn  experience  abroad  and 
analogy  at  home,  would  form  no  more  effectual 
guarantee  against  it,  than  state  banks  during  pe- 
riods of  extraordinary  convulsions  in  trade,  if  ad- 
ministered under  the  present  imperfect  system  of 
banking;  or,  in  other  words,  under  similar  defective 
charters,  and  occasionally  similar  false  banking 
principles.  Such  a separation  would  relieve  both 
the  banks  and  the  government  from  any  further  ex- 
posure to  mutual  importunities,  embarrassments 
and  criminations.  Both,  and  doubtless  beneficially 
to  both,  would  be  left  more  to  their  own  resources 
and  less  to  dependence  on  the  others’  favor,  whe- 
ther iristignted'by  cupidity  on  the  one  hand  or  po- 
litical ambition  on  the  other.  Instead  of  increas- 
ing, it  would  diminish,  executive  power;  for  the 
latter  would  be  stripped  of  all  bank  influence,  and 
be  allowed  in  its  stead  neither  the  use  nor  possession 
of  the  public  money  except  under  agents  not  select- 
ed by  itself  alone,  as  in  case  ol  the  banks;  little  in- 
creased in  number,  guarded  by  additional  securi- 
ties, and  forbidden  by  the  severest  penalties  to  use 
a dollar  of  it  for  any  private  purpose.  It  would 
tend  to  check  improvident  paper  issues,  that  in 
some  degree  deteriorate  the  exchangeable  value  of 
specie  itself  as  well  as  of  paper,  and  it  would  se- 
cure the  best  possible  currency  in  the  present  state 
of  th3  constitution  and  laws.  In  flnp,  it  would  re- 
move all  inducements  to  hoard  what  could  not  be  used 
for  profit,  to  delay  payment  of  what  could  not  be 
otherwise  employed,  to  augment  taxes  or  tariffs  for 
deposites  that  can  yield  no  emoluments,  and  to  in- 
dulge in  reproaches  or  suffer  inconveniences,  as 
hanks  now  do,  at  being  deprived,  by  public  drafts, 
of  funds  which,  under  the  proposed  system,  would 
only  add  to  the  risk  and  responsibility  of  the  de- 
pository instead  of  his  gains,  and  would  therefore  be 
gladly  parted  with. 

Condition  of  bunking  institutions  generally , and  the 
kind  of  money  receivable  for  public  dues. 

The  condition  of  the  banking  institutions  gene- 
rally in  the  United  States  is  always  a topic  of  some 
financial  interest.  But  it  now  possesses  less  with 
the  general  government  than  it  did  when  the  con- 
nection between  them  was  more  intimate  and  ex- 
tensive. 

It  is  regretted  that  space  remains  on  this  occasion 
for  but  little  more,  concerning  their  condition,  than 
a reference  to  the  special  report  which  will  soon 
he  submitted  from  the  last  authentic  returns  that 
can  be  obtained. 

In  the  meantime,  however,  it  may  be  inferred 
from  returns  not  very  numerous,  and  from  some  ge- 
neral data,  that  since  the  first  of  January  last  the 
circulation  rtf  those  hanks  now  paying  specie  has 
probabl)  , on  an  average  been  curtailed  quite  one- 
third.  or  between  sixteen  and  twenty  millions;  that 
the  circulation  of  most  of  the  olhers  had  not  been 
increased  at  the  time  of  their  late  suspension;  that 
the  aggregate  amount  of-specie  in  all  of  them  is  not 
reduced  more  than  eight  or  ten  millions;  and  that, 
since  the  fall  in  foreign  exchange,  these  institu- 
tions, with  a few  exceptions,  originating  in  gro?s 
departures  from  correct  banking  principles,  by  em- 
barking in  trade  and  by  making  large  investments 
and  long  loans,  often  not  to  business  men,  nor  for 
common  business  purposes,  are  as  able  as  ever  lo. sus- 
tain specie  payments,  provided  they  felt  disposed  to 
exercise  their  former  forbearance  and  indulgences 
towards  each  other-,  and  the  community  towards 
them.  It  is  a source  of  much  satisfaction  to  add 
that  the  recent  suspension  has  caused  far  less  em- 
barrassment, delay  and  probable  loss  to  the  treasury, 
whether  by  deposites  in  hanks  or  the  possession 
of  their  notes,  than  have  occurred  heretofore  on 
similar  occasions. 

Two  reasons  exist  for  this.  The  banks  have  of 
late  been  employed  and  their  notc3  taken  to  a less 


extent  than  was  before  customary,  and  the  suspen- 
sions among  them  trave  been  less  general,  by  not 
reaching,  it  is  computed,  over  one- third  of  the 
whole  number  in  the  United  States,  though  includ- 
ing,  perhaps,  more  than  half  of  the  whole  banking 
capital.  Of  those  suspending,  fortunately  only 
three  or  four  held  any  considerable  amounts  of  pub- 
lie  money  deposited  with  them  since  1S37,  and 
they,  as  well  as  the  rest  now  in  public  employ,  have 
made  commendable  exertions  to  meet  with  fidelity 
their  engagements  to  the  treasury. 

The  admonitions,  however,  which  the  late  sus- 
pension has  given  in  respect  to  the  importance  of 
some  new’  legal  provisions  connected  with  the  keep- 
ing of  the  public  money,  have  not  been  slight,  and 
have  already  been  sufficiently  adverted  to, 

They  appear  ro  he  equally  strong  in  favor  of  some 
new  legislation  or  additional  regulations  as  to  the 
kind  of  currency  which  should  be  received  for' pub- 
lic dues. 

In  relation  to  this  last  point  the  constitution  and 
laws  are  now  explicit  enough  concerning  what  con- 
stitutes money. 

But  the  practices  under  them,  in  receiving  olher 
tilings  than  gold  and  silver  as  money,  or  rather  as  a 
currency  or  substitute  for  money,  have  continued 
so  long  and  been  at  times  so  loose  as  to  create  much 
danger  and  difficulty.  The  views  of  the  deoart- 
ment  on  all  portions  of  this  subject  were  so  fully 
explained  to  congress  on  previous  occasions,  and 
more  particularly  in  September,  1837,  as  to  render 
it  unnecessary  to  repeat  them  here. 

But  some  illustrations  and  confirmations  of  those 
views,  contained  m the  transactions  of  the  present 
year,  are  new,  and  are  as  follows: 

In  sundry  instances  banks,  as  well  as  individuals, 
holding  the  treasurer’s  drafts,  have  insisted  on  specie 
in  payment,  and  refused  to  accept  the  current  notes 
of  specie  paying  banks. 

This  they  had  an  undoubted  right  to  do,  and  thus 
the  idea  lias  been  strongly  corroborated,  that  how- 
ever much  both  public  and  fiscal  convenience  may 
be  promoted  by  the  use  of  a paper  currency,  for 
either  large  or  distant  payments,  yet  the  receipt  of 
any  tiling  short  of  specie,  or  the  notes  not  onlv  of 
specie  paying  hanks,  but  such  as  are  eonvertable 
into  specie  on  Ihe  spot,  and  at  par,  can  never  effec- 
tually protect  the  public  credit.  The  practical  im- 
portance of  this  question  under  our  present  system 
will  be  the  more  obvious  when  it  is  understood  that 
near  twenty  millions  of  the  twenty-five  expended 
this  year,  for  ordinary  purposes,  have  been,  and 
will  be  paid  by  drafts  drawn  directly  on  collectors 
and  receivers,  and  must  therefore  be  met,  riot  only 
by  them,  but  in  specie  or  its  equivalent.  It  seems 
impossible,  also,  that  eventual  embarrassment  and 
occasional  losses  by  bank  failures  and  suspensions 
should  be  obviated,  if  any  thing  but  specie  is  long 
kept  on  hand  by  public  agents  of  any  description. 
Nor  can  any  system  operate  as  a check  on  over 
issues  by  banks,  restrain  the  tendency  to  gambling 
speculations,  arid  aid  gradually  in  improving  the 
currency  of  the  country,  as  well  as  preserve  iTr  pu- 
rity the  true  constitutional  standard  of  value,  unless 
the  notes  received  are  speedily  paid  over  for  public 
debts,  when  acceptable  to  creditors,  and,  at  brief 
intervals,  any  of  them  left  on  hand  are  returned  for 
specie  to  the  institutions  that  issued  them. 

it  appears  ttiat  the  effect  which  such  a course 
would  produce  in  the  currency  at  large,  by  perma- 
nently withdrawing  specie  either  from  banks  or 
from  circulation,  would,  in  ordinary  times,  be  much 
less  than  many  persons  have  apprehended.  In  the 
collection  and  payments  of  the  above  twenty  mil- 
lions by  collectors  and  receivers,  the  whole  amount 
on  hand  with  all  of  them,  at  any  one  time,  has  sel- 
dom exceeded  one  million  and  a half. 

At  New  York  city,  where  near  two-thirds  of  the 
customs  of  die  whole  union  are  collected,  ami  where 
the  gross  receipts  this  year  will  exceed  fifteen  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  the  amount  on  hand  at  anyone 
time  has  not  averaged  half  a million  of  dollars. 

As  an  illustration  of  (he  system  of  drawing  for 
this  money  speedily,  it  may  be  added,  Ilia”  the 
amount  lelt  at  the  close  of  each  week,  subject  to 
drafts,  has  seldom  equalled  one-twentieth  of  a mil- 
lion. 

At  the  recent  suspension  of  specie  payments 
most  of  the  funds  in  the  custom  houses  were  com- 
posed of  bank  notes;  but  nearly  half  of  those  in  the 
land  offices  consisted  of  specie.  Though  the  notes 
on  hand  were  issued  try  banks  paying  specie,  and  in 
good  credit  at  the  time  they  were  taken,  yet  even  a 
part  of  them,  suddenly  becoming  irredeemable,  has 
caused  some  inconvenience,  several  protests,  and  a 
few  injurious  delays,  with  both  receivers  and  col- 
leclors.  At  the  former  suspension,  as  specie  was 
the  only  currency  then  allowed  to  be  taken  by  re- 
ceivers, most  ol  those  difficulties  were  obviated 
with  them,  and  where  confined  chiefly  to  lhe  depo- 
site banks  and  large  collectors.  The'  great  amount 
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of  specie  which  the  receivers  then  possessed  con- 
tributed much  also  to  the  general  relief  of  the  trea- 
sury, and  especi^tty  furnished  most  opportune 
means  for  making  legal  as  well  as  satisfactory  pay- 
ments of  the  heavy  Indian  annuities,  soon  after- 
wards falling  due  in  the  west. 

Some  considerations  were  intended  to  be  next 
presented  on  the  permanent  deficiency  apprehend- 
ed as  likely  to  happen  in  the  revenue,  alter  1841, 
under  the  operation  of  the  present  tariff.  But  the 
length  to  which  this  communication  has  already  ex- 
tended, and  the  doubt  whether  congress  may  deem 
ibadvisable  to  legislate  so  long  beforehand  in  anti- 
cipation of  an  event  which  possibly,  but  not  proba- 
bly, may  be  avoided,  have  induced  the  department 
to  postpone  for  the  present  any  particular  remarks 
on  a topic  involving  considerations  of  so  difficult 
and  agitating  a character. 

Miscellaneous. 

Some  of  the  leading  changes,  which  this  depart- 
ment during  the  last  five  years  has  thought  proper 
to  urge  as  material  in  connection  with  the  finances 
may,  before  closing,  be  summarily  and  perhaps  use- 
fully condensed,  and  presented  together  to  the  con- 
sideration of  congress. 

They  are  as  follows: 

A new  organization  of  the  treasury  department  in 
such  respects  as  to  ensure  a more  appropriate  divi- 
sion of  labor,  a sti icier  accountability,  and  a closer 
supervision  over  the  collection  of  tne  revenue  by 
officers  exclusively  devoted  to  it. 

An  increase  of  the  checks  and  securities  against 
defaults  in  all  officers,  whether  collecting,  keeping 
or  disbursing  public  money,  and  more  especially  by 
prohibiting  its  use  for  private  purposes  under  severe 
penalties. 

Some  provident  fund,  to  be  formed  when  any  oc- 
casional and  accidental  surplus  happens  to  be  in  the 
treasury,  (but  never  designedly  raising  one  by  taxa- 
tion ) which  shall  be  employed  to  meet  contingencies 
and  liuctuations  instead  of  our  being  compelled  fre- 
quently to  resort  to  loans  or  increased  taxes;  and,  in 
the  absence  of  such  a fund,  a permanent  authority  to 
be  given  for  the  procurement  of  means, When  need- 
ed, under  unexpected  deficiencies. 

A reduction  in  the  ordinary  expenditures,  so  as  for 
several  years  not  to  exceed  seventeen  or  eighteen 
millions  ot  dollars  annually,  unless,  when  the  reve- 
nue is  abundant,  the  great  national  works,  which  it 
is  intended  to  complete  in  any  event,  should  be  has- 
tened more,  and,  when  the  revenue  is  smaller,  be 
proportionably  retarded. 

The  passage  of  occasional  pre-emption  and  gra- 
duation laws  as  to  the  public  lands,  under  judicious 
limitations  concerning  the  quantity  sold  in  any  one 
case,  and  for  ttie  prevention  of  frauds  and  partiali- 
ties. 

To  reduce  the  tariff,  whenever  the  amount  of  re- 
venue justifies  the  measure;  and  always  regulate  its 
provisions  with  a paramount  regard  to  finance,  dis- 
couraging articles  of  luxury,  and  encouraging  usefql 
and  necessary  ones  only  as  incidental  objects  in  ta- 
riff legislation. 

In  connexion  with  this  policy  of  protecting  free- 
dom of  trade,  to  resist  monopolies  and  exclusive  pri- 
vileges, whether  in  banking  or  commerce. 

The  exclusion  of  small  bank  notes  from  circula- 
tion, so  as  to  enlarge  the  quantity  of  specie  within 
the  country;  increase  the  use  of  it,  and  especially  of 
gold,  for  common  purposes,  and  thus  protect  as  well 
the  banks  against  runs  or  panics  as  the  laboring 
classes  from  losses  and  depreciations  incident  to  eve- 
ry paper  currency,  like  ours,  not  founded  on  a specie 
basis  as  broad  as  the  paper  itself.  And  finally,  the 
rapid  extinguishment  of  any  national  debt,  and  the 
creation  of  no  new  one  of  a permanent  description 
in  peace. 

A prominent  feature  in  the  policy  which  has  thus 
been  recommended  as  to  our  fiscal  affairs,  has  been 
to  leave  to  state  legislation  all  matters  of  doubtful 
jurisdiction,  as  well  as  all  cleaily  of  a domestic  and 
state  character,  whether  connected  with  the  revenue 
or  the  currency,  the  exchanges  and  commerce,  or 
some  other  exciting  interests  of  the  country  less  in- 
termingled with  the  immediate  business  of  this  de- 
partment. The  undersigned  takes  pleasure  in  ac- 
knowledging that  several  of  those  enumerated  mea- 
sures did  not  originate  with  him;  yet  they  have  all 
received  his  earnest  official  support,  and  lie  is  grati- 
fied that  steps  have  already  been  taken  by  con- 
gress insuring  in  pait  ttie  success  of  some  of  them. 

The  rest,  as  well  as  those,  are  again  respectfully 
commended  to  favorable  consideration,  hoping  that 
the  scrutiny  of  longer  discussion  and  reflection  may 
have  satisfied  its  members  that  the  lull  adoption  of 
them  all  would  promote  the  durable  prosperity  of 
the  finances,  and  at  the  same  time  be  in  harmony 
with  the  constitution,  and  favorable  to  most  of  the 
great  interests  of  the  country. 

In  respect  to  several  remaining  matters  connected 
with  the  uumerous  duties  devolved  on  t!»is  depart- 


ment, it  is  proposed  to  postpone  the  consideration  of! 
most  of  them  to  special  reports  to  congress,  and  se- 
parate communications  to  suitable  committees. 

Among  the  latter  is  a mass  of  questions,  chiefly 
connected  with  ttie  public  lands  and  the  custom 
house  establishment.  Among  the  former  are  the 
state  of  the  light  houses;  the  progress  in  the  survey 
of  the  coast:  the  manufacture  of  weights  and  mea- 
sures; the  condition  of  the  mint  and  its  branches; 
the  situation  of  our  trade  with  the  British  provinces 
and  West  Indies;  the  disposition  made  ofonrdepo- 
sites  with  the  several  states;  and  various  other  sub- 
jects of  minor  importance. 

In  a note  annexed  (JV1)  are  explained  briefly  a 
few  topics  still  different,  and  some  of  them  more  ur- 
gent in  their  character,  such  as  the  exclusive  em- 
ployment of  one  of  the  present  comptrollers  as  a 
commissioner  of  the  customs;  a revision  of  the  num- 
ber and  compensation  of  officers  in  the  customs,  and 
especially  their  pay  during  the  past  year:  the  re- 
quirement of  official  security  from  district  attorneys; 
a change  in  the  commencement  of  the  fiscal  year, 
making  also  the  commercial  the  same  as  the  calen- 
dar year;  appropriating,  in  certain  cases,  for  five 
quarters,  and  keeping  and  publishing  all  accounts 
and  returns  by  quarters  as  well  as  years;  new  pro- 
visions concerning  papers  in  whale  ships  and  vessels 
on  the  coast  of  Africa;  a declaratory  act  as  to  the 
duties  on  silk  and  worsteds;  and  the  further  exten- 
sion of  the  laws  for  the  relief  of  insolvent  debtors. 

Within  the  present  year,  the  business  as  to  the 
French  indemnity  has  been  closed  by  distributing 
the  additional  interest  obtained  on  the  first  four  in- 
stalments. The  sixth  payment  due  from  the  king- 
dom of  Naples  has  also  been  received,  and  divided 
among  the  claimants. 

The  annual  exhibit  of  the  condition  and  business 
of  the  general  land  office  usually  accompanies  this 
report,  but,  from  its  length  and  importance,  it  will 
be  presented  separately  in  a few  days.  The  very 
successful  progress  made  in  bringing  up  the  arrears 
of  business,  and  in  the  despatch  of  the  enormous 
amount  of  current  duties  devolved  on  that  office  by 
the  unprecedented  sales  in  1335  and  1836,  deserves 
special  notice.  It  has  enabled  the  commissioner  to 
dispense  with  the  employment  of  nineteen  ol  his  for- 
mer clerks.  Disagreeable  and  embarrassing  as  the 
discontinuance  of  official  services  usually  is,  a strong 
sense  of  its  propriety  in  an  economical  view  has  led 
to  the  measure  on  this  occasion  without  any  special 
direction  by  congress.  It  is  also  again  urged  as  a 
proper  topic  for  legislation,  and  without  which  it 
cannot  be  effected,  that  the  number  and  consequent- 
ly the  expense  of  the  old  land  offices  be  reduced,  by 
uniting  several  with  others  adjoining,  where  the 
quantity  of  business  has  become  much  lessened.  A 
similar  course  as  to  some  of  the  collection  districts 
on  the  sea  board  has  before  been  recommended,  and 
is  still  considered  worthy  the  attention  of  congress. 
In  all  these,  as  well  as  in  larger  savings,  economy 
i3  undoubtedly  true  wisdom.  Respectfully, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Hon.  R.  M.  Johnson,  vice  president  of  the  United 
States,  and  president  of  the  senate. 

TWENTY-SIXTH  CONGRESS— 1st  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

December  27.  The  vice  president  arrived,  and 
took  the  chair  this  morning 

Several  messages,  in  writing,  were  received  from 
the  president  of  the  United  States:  one  calling  the 
attention  of  congress  to  some  new  legislation  on  the 
subject  of  papers  to  be  provided  by  law  for  Ameri- 
can vessels  engaged -in  the  whale  fishery;  which, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Davis,  was  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  commerce. 

Also,  one  containing  a letter  from  the  secretary 
of  state  in  relation  to  the  law  for  laking  the  6th 
census;  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  on 
the  judiciary. 

Several  communications  were  also  received  from 
tiie  different  departments,  such  as  exhibiting  ac- 
counts of  their  several  expenses  for  (he  year  1839; 
the  transfer  of  such  appropriations  as  have  been 
made  under  sanction  of  laws  of  1809  of  1820.  &c. 
&c. 

Petitions  from  private  individuals  were  presented 
by  Messrs.  Tappan,  Robertson,  Clay,  of  Ala.  Smith, 
of  Conn.  Linn,  and  others. 

Mr.  Prentiss  presented  the  petition  of  Nathaniel 
Jacobs,  a soldier  of  the  revolution,  praying  for  ar- 
rearages of  pensions,  which  was  referred  to  the 
committee  on  pensions. 

Mr.  Norvell  introduced,  on  leave,  a joint  resolu- 
tion authorizing  the  president  to  cause  certain  sur- 
veys to  be  made;  and  a bill  for  the  relief  of  certain 
companies  of  Michigan  militia;  both  of  which  were 
read  twice,  and  referred. 

Mr.  Prentiss,  agreeably  to  notice,  asked  and  ob- 
tained leave  to  bring  in  a bill  to  authorise  the  pay- 


ment of  invalid  pensions,  in  certain  cases;  and  also 
a bill  granting  a pension  to  Daniel  Waller;  which 
were  read  a first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to 
the  committee  on  pensions. 

On  motion,  those  parts,  ot  the  president’s  mes- 
sage treating  of  commerce,  finance,  Indian  and  mi- 
litary a Hairs,  See.  Sec.  were  severally  referred  to  the 
appropriate  committees. 

A long  list  of  private  bills,  of  which  notices  have 
been  heretofore  given,  were  severally  introduced 
on  leave,  twice  read,  and  referred,  viz:  by  Mr. 
Linn,  Mr.  Clay,  of  Ala.  Mr.  Hubbard,  Mr.  Knight, 
Mr.  Wall,  Mr.  Wright,  Mr.  Fulton,  and  others. 

Mr.  Benton,  on  leave,  introduced  a bill  to  repeal 
an  act  laying  duty  on  imported  salt,  and  granting  a 
bounty  on  pickled  fish  when  exported,  &.c.  also,  a 
bill  for  the  more  easy  collection  of  small  bank  notes 
in  the  District  of  Columbia;  which  were  twice 
read,  and  appropriately  referred. 

Mr.  Wall,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary, 
to  which  was  referred  the  bill  to  amend  an  act  to 
provide  for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes 
against  the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes, 
and  the  bill  to  prevent  the:  counterfeiting  or  uttering 
of  any  counterfeit  foreign  gold  or  silver  coin,  re- 
ported the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Hubbard  from  the  committee  on  claims,  re- 
ported the  bill  to  establish  a board  of  commission- 
ers to  hear  and  adjudge  claims  against  the  United 
Stales. 

The  resolution,  offered  some  days  since  by  Mr. 
Tappan,  in  relation  to  the  retirement  of  officers  over 
60  years  cf  age  on  half  pay,  was  taken  up  and 
adopted. 

Mr.  Benton  submitted  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  di- 
rected io  communicate  to  the  senate  all  the  informa- 
tion which  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  department  to  ob- 
tain as  to  the  value  of  the  different  state  bonds  in  the 
London  market;  also,  the  value  ot  the  different  rail 
road  and  canal  stocks  of  the  respective  states  in  the 
home  market. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  obtain  from  the  constituted  authorities  in 
Florida  a statement  of  all  the  territorial  bonds  issued 
and  authorised  to  be  issued  in  that  territory,  with  copies 
from  the  journals  of  the  council,  showing  every  thing 
that  was  done  in  authorising  the  issue  of  such  bonds, 
with  the  names  of  the  members  of  the  council  at  the 
time,  their  votes  in  each  case,  the  names  of  the  go- 
vernors who  may  have  approved  laws  for  the  issuing 
of  territorial  bonds,  or  who  may  have  signed  orendors- 
ed  the  said  bonds;  also,  the  purposes  for  which  said 
bonds  were  issued,  and,  when  issued  in  favor  of  cor- 
porations, the  names  of  the  corporations,  and  the 
copartners  and  their  officers,  and  the  use  made  of  said 
bonds,  and  the  present  value  of  said  bonds  in  the 
American  and  European  markets,  with  the  condition 
of  the  corporations  which  have  had  the  use  of  said 
bonds,  and  how  far  they  are  fulfilling  the  purposes  for 
which  they  were  created;  also,  a statement  of  all  the 
acts  of  incorporation  which  have  been  passed  by  the 
said  legislative  council  of  Florida  since  the  3d  of  March, 
1823,  and  the  acts  in  amendment  thereof,  and  when 
and  how  said  acts  were  reported  to  the  president  of 
the  United  States  to  be  laid  before  congress. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  cause  the  proper  inquiry  to  he  made  of  all 
disbursing  officers  and  agents,  and  all  contractors, 
(the  post  office  department  inclusive),  rq  ascertain  from 
them  whether  they  have  sold  or  exchanged  the  govern- 
ment drafts,  or  other  government  funds,  or  their  own 
drafts  on  the  government,  during  the  years  1838  and 
1839,  for  paper  money  of  the  follows  descriptions: 

1st.  Bank  notes  of  the  late  bank  of  the  U.  States, 
and  especially  notes  of  a less  denomination  than  $20. 

2d.  iBank  notes  of  the  present  bank  of  the  United 
States,  and  especially  notes  of  a less  denomination 
than  $20. 

3d.  Post  notes  of  the  present  bank  of  the  U.  States, 
and  especially  any  of  such  notes  of  a less  denomina- 
tion than  $100;  also,  of  a less  denomination  than  $20; 
and  which  had  been  made  payable  at  more  than  sixty 
days  after  date,  or  which  were  not  due,  or  which  had 
been  altered  by  the  pen.  And,  if  so,  that  they  report 
the  times  and  places  of  such  sales  or  exchanges,  and 
with  whom  made,  and  the  amounts  so  sola  or  ex- 
changed. 

Also,  that  the  president  communicate  to  the  senate 
the  name  of  any  disbursing  officer,  agent  or  contrac- 
tor who  shall  fail  to  answer  the  foregoing  inquiries  in  a 
reasonable  lime.  Also,  that  he  communicate  a list  of 
such  treasury  or  postuffice  drafts  in  favor  of  disbursing 
officers,  agents  and  contractors  for  the  yeats  1838  ana 
1839  as  shall  appear  to  have  been  sold,  with  the  names 
of  the  endorsers,  and  to  whom  paid.  That  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  cause  inquiries  to  be  made  of  the 
deposite  banks,  since  the  general  resumption  of  specie 
payments  in  1838,  whether  the  government  drafts 
which  have  been  sold  by  disbursing  officers,  agents  and 
contractors  have  been  usually  paid  in  specie,  and,  if 
so,  all  the  particulars  as  to  the  several  sums  and  total 
amount  paid,  and  to  whom  paid,  and  when,  as  nearly 
as  can  be  stated. 

Mr.  Benton  also  introduced  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  laid  over  and  ordered  to  be  print* 
cd. 
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Resolved,  That  there  is  nothin'*  in  i he  constitution  of 
the  United  States  which  can  authorise  the  legislative 
power  of  the  union  to  assume  the  debts  of  the  states 
which  have  been  contracted  for  local  objects  and  state 
purposes. 

2.  That  the  assumption  of  such  debts,  either  openly, 
by  a direct  promise  to  pay  them,  or  disguisedly,  by 
going  security  for  their  payment,  or  by  creating  surplus 
revenue,  or  applying  the  national  funds  to  pay  them, 
would  be  a gross  and  flagrant  violation  of  tile  consti- 
tution, wholly  unwarranted  by  the  letter  or  spirit  of 
that  instrument,  and  utterly  repugnant  to  all  the  oojects 
and  purposes  for  which  the  federal  union  was  formed. 

3.  That,  besides  its  flagrant  unconstitutionality,  such 
assumption  would  be  unjust,  unwise,  impolitic  and 
dangerous,  compelling  the  non-indebted  states  to  incur 
burdens  for  others  which  they  have  refused  to  incur 
for  themselves — diverting  the  national  funds  from  na- 
tional objects  to  state  objects — and  thereby  creating  a 
necessity  for  loans  or  taxes,  or  issues  of  federal  paper 
money,  to  supply  the  place  of  the  funds  so  diverted — 
prostrating  the  barriers  of  economy,  moderation  and 
safety,  in  the  creation  of  state  debts,  by  separating  the 
function  of  contractor  from  that  of  payer  of  the  debt — 
extinguishing  the  sense  of  responsibility  in  the  con- 
tractor, and  making  the  federal  government  the  ultimate 
payer  of  all  the  obligations  contracted  by  the  states  for 
their  own  purposes— establishing  a dangerous  prece- 
dent, which  must  soon  be  followed  up  by  new  debts 
on  the  part  of  the  states,  and  new  assumptions  on  the 
part  of  the  federal  government — invading  the  rights 
and  mortgaging  the  property  of  posterity,  and  loading 
unborn  generations  with  debts  not  their  own — creating 
a new  national  debt  of  large  amount  at  the  start,  and 
of  a nature  to  perpetuate  its  own  existence — begetting 
a spirit  in  congress,  which  must  constantly  cater  for 
distributions,  by  preventing  necessary  appropriations, 
and  keeping  up  unnecessary  taxes — laying  the  foun- 
dation for  a new  aud  excessive  tariff  of  duties  on'  foreign 
imports,  to  fall  unequally  on  different  parts  of  the  union, 
and  most  heavily  on  the  planting,  grain-growing,  and 
provision  raising  states,  to  their  manifest  injury,  and 
probable  great  discontent — involving  disastrous  conse- 
quences, cither  to  the  union  itself,  or  to  its  members, 
as  tending  to  the  consolidation  of  the  states,  and  their 
ultimate  abject  dependence  on  the  (ederal  head  as  the 
fountain  of  their  supplies;  or  tending  to  the  annihilation 
of  the  federal  head  itself,  by  stripping  it  of  all  its  means 
of  natural  defence  and  self-support,  and  reducing  it  to 
the  helpless  imbecility  of  the  old  confederation— giving  a 
new  impulse  to  the  delusive  career  of  the  paper  system, 
already  in  a state  of  dangerous  overaction — insuring 
the  establishment  of  another  national  bank — and,  final- 
ly, begetting  a passion  for  periodical  distributions  of 
lands  and  money,  and  extensions  of  federal  credit, 
which  could  find  no  limit  to  its  demands  until  the  na- 
tional domain  was  exhausted,  the  federal  treasury  emp- 
tied. and  the  credit  of  the  union  reduced  to  contempt. 

4.  That  the  debts  of  the  states,  being  now  chiefly  held 
by  foreigners,  and  constituting  a stock  in  foreign  mar- 
kets, now  gready  depreciated,  any  legislative  attempt  to 
obtain  the  assumption  or  securilyship  of  the.  U.  States  for 
their  payment,  or  to  provide  for  their  payment  out  of  the 
national  funds,  must  have  the  effect  of  enhancing  the 
value  of  that  stock  to  the  amount  of  a great  many  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  to  the  enormous  and  undue  advantage 
of  foreign  capitalists,  and  of  jobbers  and  gamblers  in 
stocks;  thereby  holding  out  inducements  to  foreigners 
to  interfere  in  our  affairs,  and  to  bring  all  the  influences 
of  a moneyed  power  to  operate  upon  public  opinion, 
upon  our  elections,  and  upon  state  and  federal  legisla- 
tion, to  produce  a consummation  so  templing  to  their 
cupidity,  and  so  profitable  to  their  interest. 

5.  That  foreign  interference  and  foreign  influence, 
i n all  ages,  has  been  the  bane  and  curse  of  free  govern- 
ments, and  that  such  interference  and  influence  is  fat- 
more  dangerous  in  the  insidious  intervention  of  the 
moneyed  power,  than  in  the  forcible  invasions  of  fleets 
and  armies. 

0.  That  to  close  the  door  at  once  against  all  applica- 
tions for  such  assumption,  and  to  arrest  at  their  source 
the  vast  tide  of  evils  which  would  flow  from  it,  it  is  ne- 
cessary that  the  constituted  authorities,  without  delay, 
shall  resolve  and  declare  their  utter  opposition  to  the 
proposal  contained  in  the  late  London  bankers’  circular 
n relation  to  state  debts,  contracted  for  local  and  state 
purposes,  and  recommending  to  the  congress  of  the 
United  States  to  assume,  or  guaranty,  or  provide  for, 
the  ultimate  payment  of  said  debts. 

Mr.  Tuppan  introduced  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  a committee  of  three  members  be  ap- 
pointed, who,  together  with  a like  number  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  house  of  representatives,  shall  direct  the 
expenditure  of  all  moneys  appropriated  to  purchase 
books  for  the  library  of  congress. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hubbard,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  pensions  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amending 
the  acts  of  congress  granting  pensions  for  disabilities 
incurred  during  the  last  war,  so  as  to  have  the  pen. 
siotts  of  such  invalids  commence  at  the  time  tht3  disa- 
bility was  received. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fulton,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  commerce  he  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establishing 
ports  of  entry  on  the  western  border  ot  the  state  of  Ar- 
kansas, to  be  located  on  Red  river  and  Arkansas  river; 
and  also,  of  emitling  all  foreign  merchandise  exported 
overland  from  those  ports  into  Mexico  to  drawback. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Young,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  commerce  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establishing 
a port  of  entry  and  delivery  at  the  city  of  Cairo,  in  the 
state  of  Illinois. 

On  motion,  the  senate  adjourned  over  to  Mon- 
day next. 

December  30.  The  vice  president  communicated 
to  the  senate  the  report  of  its  secretary  in  relation 
to  the  disbursements  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the 
senate. 

Also,  a communication  from  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  in  relation  to  the  foreign  commerce  of  this 
country,  and  the  policy  of  foreign  countries  in  re- 
lation to  that  commerce. 

Also,  from  the  same,  a communication  from  the 
commissioner  of  the  general  land  office  in  relation 
to  the  general  operations  of  that  office.  Of  this 
document  1 ,000  additional  copies  were  ordered  to 
be  printed — 500  for  the  use  of  the  land  office. 

Also,  from  the  war  department,  containing  a 
statement  of  the  contingent  expenses  of  said  depart- 
ment. 

Also,  from  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  in  relation 
to  the  contingent  expenses  of  that  department. 

Mr.  Linn  presented  the  following  memorials,  &c. 
A memorial  from  the  legislature  of  Missouri  on  the 
subject  of  pre-emntion. 

Also,  from  the  same,  requesting  the  sale  ofeertain 
unsold  lands. 

Also,  from  the  same,  requesting  a grant  of  land 
for  the  erection  of  a deaf  and  dumb  asylum. 

Also,  from  the  same,  a series  of  resolutions  re- 
specting the  national  road. 

Also,  a memorial  respecting  patents.  Mr.  Linn 
expressed  a wish  that  the  committee  on  public 
lands  would  give  this  matter  theirearliest  attention. 

Mr.  Buchanan,  presented  a petition  from  sundry 
citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  a reduction  of  the 
postage,  so  that  ten  cents  shall  be  the  highest  amount 
charged. 

Petitions  were  presented  from  private  individuals 
by  Mr.  Hubbard,  Mr.  Davis,  Mr.  Crittenden,  Mr. 
Southard,  Mr.  Morton,  Mr.  Roane,  Mr.  Pierce,  Mr. 
Jlllen  and  Mr.  Benton. 

The  following  bills  were  introduced,  and  on  leave 
read  twice  and  referred. 

By  Mr.  Cluy,  of  Alabama,  a bill  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Selma  and  Tennessee  rail  road  company. 

Also,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Gainesville  and  Nar- 
keeta  rail  road  company. 

A bill  to  relinquish  the  reversionary  interest  of 
the  United  States  to  a certain  reservation  of  land  in 
Alabama. 

A bill  for  the  discontinuance  of  surveyor  general 
in  those  districts  where  surveys  are  completed; 
and  to  abolish  the  office  of  solicitor  of  the  general 
land  office. 

Also,  the  bill,  granting  the  right  of  way  to  states 
and  incorporated  companies  through  the  public 
lands. 

By  Mr.  Prentiss.  A bill  to  revise  and  continue  in 
force  an  act  entitled  -‘an  act  to  provide  for  persons 
who  were  disabled  by  known  wounds  received  in 
the  revolutionary  war.” 

By  Mr.  Sevier:  A bill  making  an  appropriation 
to  complete  the  movement  of,  the  raft  on  Red  river. 

By  Mr.  Wiliams:  A bill  to  tepeal  certain  acts  re- 
specting navy  pensions;  and  the  bill  to  regulate  the 
pay  of  masters  of  the  navy*. 

By  Mr.  Norvell:  The  bill  granting  to  the  county 
of  Kalmazoo,  in  Michigan,  a certain  quarter  section 
of  land. 

Also,  a bill  granting  to  certain  persons,  therein 
named,  the  right  of  pre- emption  to  acertain  tract 
of  land  in  Michigan. 

By  Mr.  Davis,  from  the  committee  on  commerce: 
The  bill  to  refund  money  paid  and  to  cancel  the 
bonds  given  to  secure  duties  upon  certain  vessels 
and  their  cargoes  employed  in  the  whale  fishery. 

By  Mr.  Norvell,  from  the  committee  on  com- 
merce: A joint  resolution  authorising  the  president 
to  cause  certain  surveys  to  be  made. 

Mr.  Tappan  submitted  a resolution  for  an  amend- 
ment to  the  constitution,  to  take  effect  when  two- 
thirds  of  the  states  shall  have  adopted  the  same, 
making  the  tenure  of  office  of  (he  judges  of  the  su- 
preme and  inferior  courts  seven  years,  (if  they  so 
long  behave  themselves);  and  those  who  may  have 
been  in  office  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  this 
amendment  for  twenty  years,  their  commissions  to 
expire  in  one  year;  those  in  office  ten  years,  their 
commissions  to  expire  in  three  years;  and  the  com- 
missions of  all  who  have  not  been  in  office  ten 
years  to  expire  in  seven  years.  Ordered  to  bo 
printed. 

On  motion  o£  Mr.  Merrick,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  cause  to  be  communicated  to  the  senate  a 
statement  showing,  in  a condensed  form,  the  amount 
drawn  from  the  treasury  in  each  year  of  the  five  years  im- 


mediately preceding  the  commencement  of  the  present 
session  of  congress,  in  consequence  of  special  legisla- 
tion by  congress  on  private  claims. 

The  several  resolutions  offered  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  session  were  then  severally  taken  up 
and  adopted,  with  the  exception  of  that  offered  by 
Mr.  Pierce,  in  relation  to  the  equalizalion  of  pay  of 
the  officers  of  the  army;  which,  at  Mr.  P’s  sugges- 
tion, was  laid  over,  because  he  desired,  when  it  was 
acted  on,  that  there  should  be  a full  senate. 

The  resolution  of  Air.  Benton,  directing  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury  to  put  certain  queries  to  the 
surveyors  of  the  ports  of  Louisville,  Cincinnati  and 
St  Louis,  and  the  captains  of  steamboats, -relative 
to  the  Louisville  and  Portland  canal,  and  the  charges 
of  the  same  on  the  trade  of  the  river,  being’ 
under  consideration. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  proposed  the  following 
amendment  which  was  adopted: 

“And  also  the  capacity  of  said  canal,  at  this  time,  to 
admit  without  delay  the  commerce  of  the  liver  that 
must  necessarily  pass  through  the  same;  and  whether 
one  canal  at  that  point,  of  any  given  capacity,  contain- 
ing the  necessary  locks  to  overcome  the  fulls,  would  he 
sufficient  to  pass  without  delay  the  commerce  ascend- 
ing and  descending  the  river  lor  future  years;  and  also 
whether,  in  order  to  afford  full  and  ample  facilities  in 
overcoming  the  falls  of  the  Ohio,  so  as  to  pass  the  com- 
merce of  the  river,  a canal  on  the  Indian  side  of  the  falls 
of  sufficient  capacity  to  pass  boats  of  the  largest  class, 
in  addition  to  the  canal  on  the  Kentucky  side,  is  not  or 
will  not  in  a few  years  become  indispensably  necessa- 
ry, taking  into  consideration  the  probable  increase  of 
the  commerce;  aud  that  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be 
directed  to  report  to  the  senate  the  result  of  his  inquiries 
at  the  earliest  day  practicable.” 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  Crittenden, 
Smith  and  Benton,  the  resolution  as  amended  was 
adopted. 

The  senate  went  into  an  executive  session,  and 
soon  after  adjourned. 

December  31.  The  following  memorials  and  pe- 
titions were  presented,  viz: 

By  Mr.  Hubbard:  From  the  legislature  of  New 
Hampshire,  in  relation  to  the  currency. 

By  Mr.  Pierce:  From  the  same,  in  relation  to  the 
distribution  of  the  public  lands. 

By  Mr.  Roane:  From  the  legislature  of  Virginia, 
in  relation  to  military  land  wan  ants. 

By  Mr.  Southard:  From  the  trustees  of  a Pres- 
byterian church  in  New  Jersey,  stating  that  said 
church  was  in  the  occupancy  of  the  American 
troops  during  a portion  of  the  revolutionary  war  as 
a barracks,  and  that  when  the  troops  had  to  retreat 
ori  advance  of  the  British  forces,  the  church  parson- 
age, and  other  adjacent  buildings,  were  destroyed, 
in  consequence  of  said  occupancy,  and  they  now 
pray  compensation  lor  the  destruction  of  the  same. 
This  petition,  with  another  of  like  import,  was  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  revolutionary  claims. 

Mr.  Benton  moved  to  add  2,500  copies  to  the 
number  heretofore  ordered  of  the  message  of  the 
president  of  the  United  States.  Under  an  old  law 
of  Ihe  senate,  1,500  copies  were  the  number  fixed 
on,  and  the  2.500  which  he  now  asked  for  would 
not  more  than  give  about  the  same  ratio  that  the 
1,500  did  under  the  prior  law.  He  desired  to 
spread  the  message  anti  accompanying  documents 
along  the  military  posts  of  the  west,  and,  with  all 
the  number  ordered,  be  had  but  supplied  a small 
portion  of  his  constituents. 

A senator  near  suggested  1,000,  which  modifica- 
tion was  adopted,  and  that  further  number  of  the 
message  and  documents  was  ordered. 

By  Mr.  Davis:  A memorial  of  the  house  of  Fritz, 
Smith  & Co.  owners  of  the  brig  Rob  Roy  that  had 
been  wrecked  on  a voyage  tb  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia. 
The  wreck  was  taken  up  by  some  persons  at  Mar- 
blehead, Alassachusetls  and  there  sold  for  the  be- 
nefit of  the  salvers.  The  owners  claim  reimburse- 
ment of  $1,200  duties,  which  they  had  paid.  Re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  commerce. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  the  memo- 
rial of  the  legislature  of  Indiana  of  the  last  session, 
relative  to  a canal  at  the  falls  of  the  Ohio,  on  the 
Indiana  side,  and  all  petitions  on  the  same  subject 
on  Hie  files  of  the  senate,  were  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  roads  and  canals. 

By  Mr.  Linn:  A memorial  from  numerous  steam- 
boat companies  in  relation  to  the  adoption  of  some 
system  to  prevent  the  explosion  of  steam-boilers, 
and  requiring  some  practical  test  of  those  persons 
employed  to  act  as  engineers. 

Also,  resolutions  from  the  legislature  of  Missou- 
ri, in  relation  to  the  public  lands. 

Also,  a memorial  from  the  same  legislature,  in 
relation  to  the  sixteenth  sections. 

Also,  asking  a grant  of  land  for  aid  of  common 
schools. 

Also,  a grant  for  Jefferson  city,  in  said  slate. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  from  Ihe  committee  on 
public  lands,  reported  the  bill  relinquishing  to  the 
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state  ot  Alabama  the  two  per  cent,  fund  accruing 
to  her  under  the  act  for  her  admission  into  the  union, 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  Linn,  from  the  committee  on  private  land 
claims,  reported  the  following  bills  without  amend- 
ment, and  recommended  their  passage.  Most  of 
them  had  been  passed  at  previous  sessions  of  the 
senate,  but  not  acted  on  in  the  other  body  for  want 
of  time: 

A bill  to  authorise  the  issuing  of  a patent  to  the 
heirs  or  the  legal  representatives  of  Francis  Rivard, 
deceased. 

A bill  to  confirm  certain  land  claims  in  Missis- 
sippi. 

A bill  to  confirm  certain  land  claims  in  the 
Ouachita  land  district,  in  the  state  of  Louisiana. 

A bill  to  confirm  land  claims  in  the  district  be- 
tween the  Rio  Hondo  and  Sabine  rivers. 

A bill  to  settle  the  title  to  certain  tracts  of  land 
in  the  state  of  Arkansas. 

A bill  to  amend  an  act  confirming  certain  land 
claims  in  the  state  of  Michigan. 

A bill  to  confirm  the  title  to  a certain  tract  of 
land  in  the  county  of  Mobile. 

A bill  to  confirm  certain  land  clahns  in  the 
Greensbnrg  land  district,  in  the  state  of  Louisiana. 

A bill  to  continue  in  force  the  act  for  the  final 
adjustment  of  private  land  claims  in  Missouri. 

A bill  to  transfer  to  the  citizens  of  the  parish  of 
Concordia,  in  the  state  of  Louisiana,  the  interest  of 
the  United  Stales  to  a certain  tract  of  land. 

A bill  authorising  a patent  to  be  issued  to  Joseph 
Campan,  for  a certain  tract  of  land  in  the  state  of 
Michigan. 

Mr.'iinn  also  reported,  from  the  same  committee, 
a nu  mber  of  bills  for  the  relief  of  individuals. 

Mr.  Brown  introduced,  by  leave,  a bill  supple- 
mentary to  the  act  establishing  branches  of  the 
mint  of  the  United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Merrick,  a clerk  was  allowed 
to  the  committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Norvell,  the  memorial  of  na- 
turalized citizens  of  the  United  States,  to  have 
their  rights  recognised  and  secured,  was  taken 
from  the  files  of  the  senate  and  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  foreign  relations. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Linn,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  commerce  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  .into  the  expediency  of  making  an 
appropriation  to  improve  the  harbor  of  the  city  of  St. 
Louis,  Missouri. 

Mr.  Norvell  submitted  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  an 
appropriation  sufficient  to  effect,  by  peaceable  ancT pe- 
cuniary means  and  inducements,  the  immediate  re- 
muval  west  of  the  Mississippi  of  all  the  Indians  now  in 
the  territory  of  Florida. 

Mr.  Benton  submitted  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  di- 
rected to  communicate  to  the  senate  the  estimated 
amounts  which  will  be  receivable  irom  the  salt  duty 
during  the  years  1840,  1841,  1842,  and  1843;  also,  the 
estimated  amounts  which  will  be  payable  on  account 
of  fishing  bounties,  and  allowances  to  fishing  vessels, 
during  the  same  years;  the  said  estimates  to  be  all 
made  on  the  basis  of  a non-alteration  in  the  present 
laws  regulating  the  said  duties,  bounties  and  allow- 
ances. 

Also,  That  the  secretary  be  directed  to  communicate 
to  the  senate  any  inlormation  in  the  treasury  depart- 
ment going  to  showwliat-fishing  bounties,  and  allow- 
ances to  fishing  vessels,  have  been  undnlv  or  illegally 
drawn  since  the  passage  of  the  act  in  1813  for  renew- 
ing the  duty  on  salt,  and  reviving  the  fishing  bounties 
and  allowances  consequent  thereon. 

Mr.  Wall  submitted  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  commerce  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  an 
appropriation  for  the  removal  of  certain  obstructions  in 
the  navigation  of  the  river  Passaic  and  of  Newark 
bay,  in  the  state  of  New  Jersey. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  chaplain, 
when,  on  the  second  ballot,  the  rev.  Mr.  Cook- 
man,  having  received  20  votes,  was  declared  duly 
elected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  White,  the  secretary  proceed- 
ed to  inform  the  house  of  representatives  of  said 
election,  and  of  the  religious  tenets  of  the  chaplain. 

The  bill  to  amend  the  act  for  the  punishment  of 
certain  crimes  against  the  United  States  was  taken 
up  in  committee  of  tiie  whole,  and,  after  some  ex- 
planation from  Mr.  Wall,  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a third  reading. 

The  bill  to  establish  a board  of  commissioners  to 
hear  and  adjudge  claims  against  the  United  States 
was  taken  up  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and,  after 
some  few  observations  from  Messrs.  Ilvhbard  and 
Tnppnn,  it  was  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Wed- 
nesday nc-xl;  when. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  King,  the  senate  proceeded  to 
the  consideration  of  executive  business,  and,  after 
a short  session,  adjourned  to  meet  on  Friday  next. 


January  3. — Mr.  Dickson,  of  R.  I.  and  Mr.  Grun- 
dy, of  Tennessee,  appeared  to-day. 

Agreeably  to  notice  given  on  Tuesday  last,  Mr. 
Caihoun  asked  leave,  and  introduced  a bill  to  cede 
the  public  lands  to  the  states,  in  which  they  are  re- 
spectively situated.  The  bill  was  read  by  its  title, 
and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  C.  referred  to  the  committee 
on  the  public  lands. 

Soon  after — 

Mr.  Clay  (of  Ky.)  having  given  notice  of  his  in- 
tention to  move  to  iniroduce  the  copy-right  bill, 
stated  that  he  regretted  that  he  was  detained  by  in- 
disposition this  morning,  and  prevented  from  being' 
present  when  the  bill  was  introduced  by  the  sena- 
tor from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Calhoun ) for  ceding 
the  public  lands  to  certain  states  w ithin  which  they 
are  situated.  He  had  wished  to  suggest  some  other 
reference  of  it  than  to  the  committee  on  the  pubiic 
lands;  but,  unless  some  senator  would  move  a recon- 
sideration of  the  order  of  reference  to  that  commit- 
tee, he  could  not  offer  the  suggestion  which  he 
wished  to  make. 

[Mr.  Southard  moved  the  reconsideration,  and 
Mr.  Caihoun  objecting  to  it  without  some  satisfac- 
tory reason]  — 

A debate  of  some  sharpness  ensued  between  Mr. 
Clay  and  Mr.  Calhoun,  which,  as  we  shall  hereaf- 
ter give  it  in  full,  it  is  not  necessary  for  us  now  to 
give  a sketch  of. 

Some  remarks  were  also  made  by  Mr.  Walker, 
Mr.  Grundy,  Mr.  Allen,  Mr.  Preston  and  Mr.  White, 
alter  w hich  Mr.  Caihoun  called  lor  the  reading  ol 
the  bill,  which  was  read  accordingly. 

Tlie  question  of  reconsidering  the  reference  of 
the  bill  to  the  committee  on  the  pubiic  lands  was 
then  put,  and  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  nega- 
tive, as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Betts,  Clay  of  Ky.  Clayton,  Critten- 
den, Davis,  Dickson,  Knight,  Merrick,  Plielps,  Pren- 
tiss, Preston,  Ruggles,  Southard,  Wall,  White,  of  Ten- 

I16SSG6 — 15. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Grundy,  Henderson,  Hub- 
bard, King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Nor- 
vell, Pierce,  Roane,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Conn. 
Smith,  of  Indiana.'Strange,  Tappan,  Walker,  While, of 
Indiana,  Williams,  Wright,  Young — 28. 

Several  private  bills  were  introduced,  together 
with  several  resolutions  which  will  be  noticed  here- 
after. 

The  bill  reported  from  the  committee  on  public 
lands,  relinquishing  to  the  state  of  Mississippi  the 
two  per  cent,  fund  accruing  under  the  act  lor  her 
admission  into  the  union,  was,  by  general  consent, 
considered  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed. 

A private  bill  for  tile  relief  of  John  II.  Jacox 
was  also  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

The  senate  then  adjourned  to  Monday  next. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  Dec.  27. — The  house  came  to  order  at 
noon,  and  the  journal  having  been  read, 

A communication  was  laid  before  the  house  by 
the  speaker  fiom  the  lion.  Charles  Fenton  Mercer,  re- 
signing bis  seat  as  a member. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taliaferro,  it  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  following  communication  was  received  from 
the  president  of  the  United  States: 

To  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United  Slates: 

1 herewith  communicate  to  congress  copies  of  a 
letter  from  tile  governor  of  Iowa  to  the  secretary  of 
state,  and  of  the  documents  transmitted  with  it,  on 
the  subject  of  a dispute  respecting  the  boundary 
line  of  Missouri.  The  disagreement  as  to  the  ex- 
tent of  their  respective  jurisdictions  has  produced 
a state  of  such  great  excitement  that  1 think  it  ne- 
cessary to  invite  your  early  attention  to  the  report 
of  the  commissioner  appointed  to  run  the  line  in 
question  under  the  act  of  the  18th  of  June,  w hich 
was  sent  to  both  houses  of  congress  by  the  secretary 
of  state  on  the  30th  January  last. 

M-  VAN  BUREN. 
Washington  city,  Dec.  23,  1S39. 

Tiie  message  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table,  and  to  be  printed. 

Tile  joint  resolution  from  the  senate  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  two  chaplains  was  taken  up  and 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Hoffman,  from  the  committee  to  revise  the 
rules  of  order,  introduced  a resolution  extending 
the  time  lor  w'hieh  those  of  tile  last  congress  have 
been  adopted  until  the  10th  day  of  January  next. 
The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Wise,  on  leave,  introduced  a resolution  that 
the  chair  appoint  the  standing  committees  of  the 
house. 

Before  its  adoption  Mr.  W.  said  he  wished  to  ad- 
dress, through  the  chair,  a word  to  his  constituents, 
which  was  the  expression  of.  his  desire  that  he 
might  be  excused  fiom  beingplaced  on  any  of  the 


standing  committees  of  the  house.  Mr.  W’s  request 
was  granted,  and  the  resolution  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  committees  was  then  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Briggs,  it  was  resolved  that 
when  the  house  adjourn  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Mon- 
day next. 

Mr.  Lewis,  of  Ala.  at  the  request  of  a friend  from 
Georgia,  (Mr.  Cooper),  moved  a reconsideration  of 
the  vole  by  w hich  the  house  had  agreed  to  (he  joint 
resolution  from  the  senate,  for  the  appointment  of 
chaplains;  but,  as  Mr.  L.  had  not  voted  in  the  affir- 
mative on  that  question,  the  motion  was  declared 
out  of  order  under  the  rule. 

The  question  now  recurring  from  Tuesday  last 
on  tiie  resolutions  moved  by  Mr.  Dawson,  of  Ga.  in 
relation  to  the  public  printing — 

Mr.  Giddings,  of  Ohio,  w ho  had  the  floor  on  those 
resolutions,  rose  to  address  the  house;  when 

Mr.  F.  Thomas  said  there  had  been  an  interchange 
of  opinions  on  that  side  of  the  house,  and  he  believ- 
ed there  was  now  a general  wish  that  (Isis  subject  of 
the  election  of  a printer,  &.c.  be  postponed  no  lon- 
ger than  the  2d  of  January  next;  and  he  understood 
the  mover  was  willing  so  to  modify  his  resolution. 

The  chair  said  this  modification  could  only  be 
done  by  general  consent. 

Mr.  Lewis  Williams  suggested  that  the  postpone- 
ment extend  to  the  10th  of  January.  And  after  a 
desultory  conversation,  in  which  Messrs.  F.  Tho- 
mas, Dawson,  Briggs,  Cushing,  Fillmore,  Stanly, 
Bynum,  and  Everelt  took  part,  the  first  resolution 
was  modified  by  Mr.  Dawson,  the  mover,  so  as  to 
postpone  to  the  1 0th  of  January,  instead  of  the  1st 
of  February.  The  second  resolution  was  adopted 
witii  a slight  modification;  and  the  consideration  of 
the  third  was  postponed  to  the  10th  of  January. 

Mr.  Crabb  renewed  the  motion  of  Mr.  Lewis  for 
a reconsideration  of  the  vote  for  appointing  chap- 
lains; he  did  so,  he  said,  at  the  request  of  his  col- 
league, (Mr.  Lewis)-  and  as  he  had  voted  in  the  af- 
firmative, the  motion,  coining  from  him,  was  in 
order:  and  on  this  motion  a debate  forthwith  arose, 
in  which  the  motion  wras  advocated  by  Messrs. 
Cooper  and  Rice  Garland,  and  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Wise  and  Nisbel,  of  Ga. 

The  debate  was  continued  by  Messrs.  Slade, 
Crabb,  Cooper,  Craig  and  Rice  Garland,  when 

Mr.  Hopkins  rose,  he  said,  for  the  purpose  of  put- 
ting an  end  to  a debate  which  seemed  to  him  quite 
unnecessary.  And  lie  moved  the  previous  question; 
w hich  was  seconded;  and  the  main  question  was 
ordered  to  be  now  taken. 

Mr.  J.  Davis,  of  Pennsylvania,  asked  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  main  question;  which  were  order- 
ed. 

And  the  main  question,  being  oil  the  motion  to 
reconsider,  was  then  taken,  and  decided  iir  the  ne- 
gative: yeas  12,  nays  168. 

So  the  house  refused  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Adams  was  understood  to  give  notice  of  his 
intention  to  ask  leave  to  introduce  a bill  providing 
for  carrying  into  effect  the  objects  of  the  Smithso- 
nian bequest;  which  motion  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
tered on  the  journal. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson  moved  (lie  adoption  of  the  reso- 
lution providing  for  the  printing  of  20,000  copies  of 
the  president’s  message,  viz:  15.000  without  tile 
accompanying  documents,  and  5,000  with  them. 

Mr.  Stanly  moved  an  adjournment,  which  motion 
(by  a vote  of  63  ayes  to  79  noes,  taken  by  tellers, 
Messrs.  Crabb  and  C.  Johnson  acting  in  that  capa- 
city),  was  rejected. 

So  the  house  refused  to  adjourn. 

Some  desultory  conversation  ensued  as  to  the 
mode  in  which  Mr.  Johnson's  motion  should,  ac- 
cording to  the  rules,  be  put. 

When  Mr.  J.  modified  it  so  as  to  move  to  take 
from  the  table  the  message  and  the  resolution  above 
referred  to,  (where  they  had  been  laid  by  the  vole 
of  the  house  on  a former  day). 

An  intermediate  motion  for  adjournment  having 
been  made  and  withdrawn — • 

The  question  on  Mr.  Johnson's  motion  was  taken 
and  carried. 

So  the  message  and  resolution  were  again  before 
tiie  house. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson  then  demanded  the  previous 
question  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution. 

Messrs.  Crabb  and  Carr  were  appointed  tellers, 
and,  by  ayes  101,  noes  not  counted,  the  demand  for 
the  previous  question  was  seconded. 

Mr.  Stanly  inquired  of  the  chair  whether  the  ef- 
fect of  the  previous  question  would  not  be  to  cut 
off'  the  amendment  offered  by  himself,  reducing  the 
number  of  copies  to  G,000. 

The  speaker  replied  affirmatively. 

Mr.  Lewis  Williams  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  taking  the  main  question. 

Mr.  Stanly  was  understood  to  give  notice  that  he 
would,  at  the  suggestion  of  several  of  his  friends, 
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modify  his  amendment  so  as  to  read  10,000  instead 
of  6,000  eopies. 

JVlr.  Underwood  said  his  vote  would  depend  on  in- 
formation as  to  the  number  which  it  was  usual  to 
piirit. 

J\lr.  Hubbard,  of  Alabama,  said  the  usual  num- 
ber was  that  designated  in  the  resolution. 

And  the  question,  shall  the  main  question  be 
now  taken?  was  then  put  and  decided  in  the  afiir- 
mative:  yeas  109,  nays  VS. 

So  the  mam  question  was  ordered  to  be  now  put. 

And  the  main  question  being  on  the  adoption  ot 
the  motion  for  printing,  as  above  stated, 

Mr.  Stanly  asked  lor  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
being  ordered  and  taken  were:  yeas  120,  nays  54. 
So  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  South  Carolina,  rose  and  mov- 
ed a reconsideration  of  the  vote  which  had  just  been 
taken.  He  was  proceeding  to  make  some  remarks 
in  relation  to  the  piesident’s  message,  when 

Mr.  Jameson  rose  to  a question  of  order. 

Mr.  Thompson  said  he  also  rose  to  a question  of 
order.  Let  the  gentleman  reduce  his  question  of 
order  to  writing. 

Mr.  Jameson  observed  that  he  had  moved  and  sent 
a resolution  to  the  table  when  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  rose  to  make  a motion.  Now,  he 
(Mr.  J.)  would  ask  of  the  chair  w hether  the  gen- 
tleman’s motion  took  precedence  of  his  own? 

Mr.  Thompson  said  he  believed  that  they  had  no 
right  to  argue  the  question  of  order  until  the  chair 
had  given  its  decision. 

The  speaker  stated  that  the  gentleman  from  Mis- 
souri ( Mr.  Jameson)  being  first  in  possession  of  the 
floor  had  a right  to  make  the  motion  he  had  done; 
after  which  it  was  competent  for  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  to  make  his  motion.  The  chair  had 
let  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  have  the 
floor,  because  he  supposed  the  gentleman  from  Mis- 
souri had  given  wav  to  him. 

Mr.  Sherrod  Williams  moved  that  the  house  do 
now  adjourn. 

And  the  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded,  but  not 
ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  tellers,  when 
ttiere  appeared— ayes  91,  noes  not  counted.  So 
the  motion  was  carried,  and  the  house  adjourned 
until  Monday. 

Monday,  Dec.  30.  Mr.  Kempshall,  the  hitherto 
absent  member  from  the  state  of  New  York,  ap- 
peared, was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  announced  as 
having  been  appointed  by  the  speaker  to  compose 
the  standing  committees  of  the  house: 

Of  elections.  Messrs.  Campbell,  of  South  Caro- 
lina; Rives,  of  Va.;  Fillmore,  of  N.  Y.;  Medill,  of 
O ;,  Crabb,  of  Ala.;  Brown,  of  Tenu,;  Fisher,  of  N. 
C.;  Smith,  of  Conn.;  Botls,  of  Va. 

Of  ways  and  means.  Messrs.  Jones,  of  Va.;  Bid- 
dle, of  Pa.;  Atherton,  ofN.  H.;  Lawrence,  of  Mass.; 
Rhett,  of  S.  C.;  Vanderpoel,  of  N.  Y.;  Evans,  of 
Me.;  Connor,  of  N.  C.;  Cooper,  of  Ga. 

Of  Claims.  Messrs.  Dawson,  of  Ga.;  Russell, 
of  N.  Y.;  Banks,  of  Va.;  Giddings,  of  O.;  Williams, 
of  N.  H.;  Gentry,  of  Tenn  ; Hill,  of  N.  C.;  Gal- 
braith, of  Penn  ; Mallory,  of  N.  Y. 

On  commerce.  Messrs.  Curtis,  of  N.  Y.;  Hillen, 
of  Md.;  White,  of  La.;  Burke,  of  N.  IL;  Toland, 
of  Penn.;  Habersham,  of  Ga.;  Parris,  of  Maine; 
Botts,  of  Va.;  Weller,  of  Ohio. 

On  public  lands.  Messrs.  Corwin,  of  O.;  Rey- 
nolds, of  HI.;  Lincoln,  of  Mass.;  Craiy,  of  M ich .; 
White,  of  Ky.;  Fisher,  of  N.  C.;  Garland,  of  Va.; 
Hubbard,  of  Ala  ; Thompson,  of  Miss. 

On  the  post  office  and  post  roads.  Messrs.  McKay, 
of  N.  C.;  Hopkins,  of  Va.;  Chapman,  of  Ala.;  Mar- 
vin, of  N.  Y.;  Leadbetter,  of  O.;  J.  L.  Williams, 
of  Tenn.;  Anderson,  of  Ky.;  Butler,  of  S.  C.; 
Brown,  of  Miss. 

For  the  District  of  Columbia.  Messrs.  W.  C. 
Johnson,  of  Md.;  C.  H.  Williams,  of  Tenn.;  Beirne, 
of  Va.;  Clark,  of  N.  Y.;  Davce,  cf  Me.;  Graham, 
of  N.  C.;  Cranston,  of  R.  I.;  Black,  of  Ga.;  Haw- 
kins of  N.  C. 

On.  the  judiciary.  Messrs.  Sergeant,  of  Penn.; 
Crary,  of  Mich.;  Hotfman,  of  N.  Y.;  Turney,  of 
Tenn.;  Mason,  of  O.;  Samuels,  of  Va.;  Colquitt, 
of  Ga.;  Storrs,  of  Conn.;  Barnard,  of  N.  Y. 

On  revolutionary  claims.  Messrs.  Craig,  of  Va.; 
Randolph,  of  N.  J .;  Hall,  of  Vt.;  T alia fe no,  of  Va.; 
Parmenter,  of  Mass.;  Montgomery,  of  N.  C.;  Ro- 
gers, of  S.  C.;  Elv,  of  N.  Y.;  Swearingen,  of  O. 

On  public  expenditures.  Messrs.  Briggs,  of  Mass.; 
Smith,  of  Me.;  Band,  of  O ; Rariden,  of  la  : Dun- 
can, of  O.;  Crockett,  of  Tenn.;  Hall,  of  Vt.;  Wat- 
terson,  of  Tenn.;  McCuWoh,  of  Pa. 

On  private  land  claims.  Messr-.  Casev,  of  III.: 
Garland,  of  La  ; Calhoun,  of  Mass.;  Dillett,  of  Ala.; 
Wick,  of  la.;  Butler,  ot  Ky.;  Hastings,  of  Mas3.; 
Jameson,  of  Mo  ; White,  of  La. 


On  manufactures.  Messrs.  J.  Q.  Adams,  of 
Mass.;  Nisbet,  ot  Ga.;  Slade,  of  Vt.;  Tillinghast, 
of  R.  I .;  Worthington,  of  Md.;  Droingooie,  of  Va.; 
Mitchell,  of  N.  Y.;  Eastman,  of  N.  IL;  John  Davis, 
of  Penn. 

On  agriculture.  Messrs. Deberry,  of  N.  C.;  Dpn- 
nis,  of  Md.;  McClellan,  of  Tenn.;  Smith,  of  Vt.; 
Hammond,  of  Pa.;  Sliaw,  of  N.  H.;  Sweeny,  of  O.; 
Doig,  of  N.  Y.;  Hook,  of  Pa. 

On  Indian  affairs.  Messrs.  Bell,  of  Tenn.;  Lewis 
Williams,  oIN.C.;  Alford,  of  Ga.;  Cross,  of  Ark.; 
Chinn,  of  La.;  Shepard,  of  N.  C.;  Lucas,  of  Va.; 
Hunt,  of  N Y.;  J.  W.  Davis,  of  la. 

On  military  affairs.  Messrs.  Cave  Johnson,  of 
Term.;  Thompson,  of  S.  C.;  Miller,  of  Mo.;  Coles, 
of  Va.;  Kemble,  of  N.  Yf  Allen,  of  Ohio;  Monroe, 
N.  Y.;  Sumpter,  of  S.  C.;  Goggin,  ofVa. 

On  the  militia.  Messrs.  Keim,  of  Penn.;  Carter, 
of  Tenn.;  Griffin,  of  S.  C.;  Wagener,  of  Penn  .;  P. 
F.  Thomas,  of  Mil  ; Goode,  of  Ohio;  Rogers,  of 
N.  Y.;  Triplett,  of  Kv.;  Ridgway,  of  Ohio. 

On  naval  affairs.  Messrs.  F.  Thomas,  of  Md.; 
Reed,  of  Mass.;  Holmes,  of  S.  C.;  King,  of  Ga.; 
Grinnell,  of  N.  Y.;  Anderson,  of  Maine;  Robinson, 
of  Del.;  Holleman,  ofVa  ; Pro/fit,  of  la. 

On  foreign  affairs.  Messrs.  Pickens,  of  S.  C.; 
Cushing,  of  Mass.;  Dromgoole,  of  Va.;  Granger,  of 
N.  Y.;  Bynum,  of  N.  C ; Hawes,  of  Ky;  Howard, 
of  la.;  Everett,  of  Vt.;  Clifford,  of  Maine. 

On  the  territories.  Messrs.  Pope,  of  Ky.;  Jeni- 
fer, of  Md  ; Ramsey,  of  Penn  ; Campbell,  of  Tenn.; 
Stuart,  of  ill.;  Brewster,  of  N.  Y.;  Davis,  of  Ky.; 
Montanya,  of  N.  Y.;  Fine,  of  N.  Y. 

On  revolutionary  pensions.  Messrs.  Taliaferro, 
of  Va.;  Carr,  of  la.;  Andrews,  ol  Ky.;  Steenrod,  of 
Va.;  Rayner,  of  N.  C.;  Ed.  Davies,  of  Penh.;  Brock- 
way, of  Conn.;  Taylor,  of  Ohio;  Hand,  of  N.  Y. 

On  invalid  pensions.  Messrs.  Sherrod  Williams, 
of  Ky.;  Morris,  of  Ohio;  Chittenden,  of  N.  York; 
Doan,  of  Ohio;  Strong,  of  N.  Y.;  Randall,  of  Maine; 
Morris,  ol  P«.;  Palen.of  N.  Y.;  Edwards,  of  Pa. 

On  roads  and  canals.  Messrs.  Ogle,  of  Pa.; 
Graves,  ofKy.;  Cat  roll,  of  Md.;  Hill  of  Va.;  Smith, 
of  la.;  Starkweather,  of  Ohio;  Rayner,  of  N.  C.; 
Colquitt,  of'Ga.;  Blackwell  ofTenn. 

On  patents.  Messrs.  Fletcher,  of  Vt.;  Beatty,  of 
Pa.;  Prentiss,  of  N.  Y.;  Newhard,  of  Pa.;  Paynter, 
of  Pa. 

On  the  public  buildings  and  grounds.  Messrs. 
Lincoln,  of  Mass  ; Petrikin,  of  Penn.;  Leonard,  of 
N.  Y.;  Keim,  of  Penn.;  Hastings,  of  Ohio. 

On  revisal  and  unfinished  business.  Messrs.  Peck, 
of  N.  Y.;  Parish,  of  Ohio;  Jackson,  ofN.  Y.;  James, 
of  Pa.;  Dana,  of  N.  Y. 

Of  accounts.  Messrs.  Johnson,  of  Va.;  Law- 
rence, of  Mass.;  Johnston,  of  N.  Y.;  Marchand,  of 
Pa.;  Floyd,  of  N.  Y. 

On  mileage.  Messrs.  AVilliams,  of  Conn.;  Wil- 
liams, of  Mass.;  Morgan,  ofN.  Y.;  Leet,  ofPenn.; 
Allen,  of  N.  Y. 

On  the  expenditures  of  the  state  department.  Messrs. 
Underwood,  of  Ken.;  Bynum,  of  N.  C ; Crabb,  of 
Ala.;  Lowell,  of  Me.;  Trumbull,  of  Conn. 

On  the  expenditures  of  the  treasury  department 
Messrs.  Evans,  of  Me.;  Atherton,  ofN.  II.;  Osbore, 
of  Conn.;  Warren,  of  Geo.;  Jones,  ofN.  Y. 

On  the  expenditures  of  the  war  department.  Messrs. 
Garland,  of  La.;  Howard,  of  Ind.;  Wagner,  of  N. 
Y.;  Holmes,  of  S.  C.;  Cooper,  of  Penn. 

On  the  expenditures  of  'the  navy  department.  Messrs. 
Saltonstall,  of  Mass.:  Vanderpoel,  of  N.  Y.;  Simon- 
ton,  of  Penn.;  Green,  of  Ken.;  Gerry,  of  Penn. 

On  the  expenditures  of  the  post  office  department. 
Messrs.  Marvin,  of  N.  Y.;  Boyd,  of  Ken.;  Lowell, 
of  Me.;  Davis,  of  Ken.;  Brown,  of  N.  Y. 

On  the  expenditures  on  ' public  building.  Messrs. 
Stanly.,  of  N.  C.;  Fornance  of  Penn.;  Gates,  of  N. 
Y.;  Henry,  of  Penn.;  Earl,  ofN.  Y. 

Mr.  Wise  said  that,  in  view  of  a question  which 
had  heretofore  greatly  agitated  the  house  and  the 
country,  he  would  now  move  that  the  rules  of  the 
house  be  suspended,  in  order  to  his  moving  the  fob 
lowing  resolution: 

Resolved,  Thar,  upon  'he  presentation  of  any  memo-  . 
rial  or  petition  praying  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  or  the 
slave  trade  in  any  district,  territory  or  state  of  the  union, 
and  upon  the  presentation  of  any  resolution  or  other 
paper  touching  that  subject,  the  reception  of  such  me- 
morial, petition,  resolution  or  paper  shall  be  considered 
as  objected  to,  and  the  question  of  its  reception  shall  be 
laid  upon  the  table  without  debate  or  further  action 
thereon. 

Mr.  W.  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  mo- 
tion to  suspend  the  rules  for  that  purpose. 

Mr  Stanly  moved  a call  of  the  house.  Having 
shortly  after  consenteil  to  withdraw  his  motion,  it 
was  immediately  renewed  by  Mr.  Adams,  but  ne- 
gatived without  a count. 

Mr.  Bell  inquired  whether,  should  the  rules  be 
suspended  as  proposed,  an  amendment  to  the  reso- 
I lution  would  be  in  order. 

• The  chair  replying  in  the  affirmative — 


The  question  was  put  on  suspending  the  rules 
for  the  purpose  stated,  and  the  yeas  were  109,  the 
noes  77;  there  not  being  two-thirds,  the  rules  were 
not  suspended. 

Mr.  Bell  saitl  that  he  wished  to  move  an  amend- 
ment to  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, when  in  order,  and  he  read  a resolution. pro- 
posing that  all  memorials,  &c.  on  the  subject  of  sla- 
very be  referred  to  the  committee  for  the  District  of 
Columbia  without  debate. 

Mr.  Wise  objected  to  the  amendment  as  being 
incompatible  with  his  resolution,  and  so  not  in  Ol- 
der. 

Mr.  Bell  said  he  would  then  offer  it  as  a distinct 
resolution;  and  he  thereupon  moved  for  a suspen- 
sion of  the  rules  to  enable  him  to  offer  such  a reso- 
lution. 

Mr.  Wise  gave  notice  that,  as  a southern  man, 
he  should  object  to  all  debate  or  action  of  the 
house  on  the  subject  of  abolition  as  unconstitu- 
tional. 

Mr.  Bell  said,  if  it  was  not  the  general  wish  of 
the  house  to  entertain  his  resolution,  he  would  not 
press  it  at  t hi3  time. 

Mr.  Jldums  said  lie  had  no  objection  at  all  that 
petitions  and  memorials  praying  for  the  abolition  of 
slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia  should  be  refer- 
red to  the  committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 
But  these  were  not  the  only  memorials  which  had 
reference  to  the  subject  of  slavery.  There  were 
others  for  its  abolition  in  the  territories;  others 
praying  lor  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade  between 
slate  and  state;  others  against  the  admission  of  new 
slave  states,  &c.  These  surely  ought  not  to  go  to 
the  committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia.  In 
regard  to  the  otlieis,  he  had  no  objection  that  they 
should  go  to  that  committee;  and  he  had  no  doubt 
the  committee  would  make  a report  upon  them 
which  would  be  entirely  satisfactory,  at  least,  to  the 
southern  portion  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Pickens  inquired  of  the  chair  whether  a mo- 
tion to  suspend  the  rules  was  debateable? 

The  chair  replied  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Mams  said  he  was  merely  making  a sugges- 
tion to  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  (Mr  Bell). 
He  otily  asked  that  the  memorials  on  the  different 
subjects  he  had  named  should  be  referred  to  appro- 
priate committees.  Let  the  chair  appoint  them; 
he  had  no  objection  to  that;  and  let  them  be  as  strong 
as  any  gentleman  wished  on  one  side  of  the  ques- 
tion; only  let  the  house  have  a report  upon  the  pe- 
titions. 

Mr.  Bell  said  there  were  so  many  conflicting 
opinions  among  the  gentlemen  around  him,  that, 
on  the  whole,  he  concluded  not  to  press  his  motion 
at  the  present  moment.  The  resolution,  however, 
did  but  express  what  had"always  been  Mr.  B’s  opi- 
nion as  to  the  direction  these  memorials  ought  to 
take. 

Mr.  Wise  inquired  whether  it  would  be  in  order 
for  him  again  ro  move  for  a suspension  of  the  rules 
in  order  to  introduce  his  resolution? 

The  chair  replied  that  it  would  not,  this  day. 

Mr.  Wise  then  gave  notice  to  all  members  of  the 
house  that  whenever  any  abolilion  memorials  should 
presented,  he  should  instantly  object  to  their  re- 
ception, and  move  to  lay  the  question  of  their  re- 
ception upon  the  table.  lie  utterly  denied  that 
this  house  possessed  any  jurisdiction  over  the  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  Garland,  of  Louisiana,  moved  to  suspend 
the  rules,  with  a view  to  move  the  following  reso- 
lution': 

Resolved,  That  the  freedom  of  speech',  of  the  press, 
and  of  the  people  peaceably  to  assemble  and  to  peiition 
the  government  for  a redress  of  grievancies,  are  rights 
secured  to  every  citizen  by  the  U.  Slates;  but,  in  "the 
exercise  of  these  rights  and  privileges,  no  citizens  or 
body  of  people  in  one  state  of  this  union  has  the  right 
so  to  use  them,  or  any  of  them,  as  to  deprive  the  citizens 
or  people  in  another  state  of  their  rights  and  privileges, 
or  of  the  property  secured  *to  them  by  the  constitution 
and  laws. 

Resolved,  That  file  powers  given  by  the  constitution 
to  congress  to  exercise  exclusive  legislation  in  all  cases 
whatsoever  over  shell  district  (not  exceeding  ten  miles 
square)  as  may  by  cession  of  particular  states  and  the 
aeeentanre  of  congress  become  the  seat  ofgovernment  of 
the  United  States,  gives  no  right  or  authority  to  lake  the 
private  property  of  any  citizen  in  such  district  for  public 
use  without  just  compensation,  and  much  less  does  it 
confer  the  power  to  lake  such  properly  for  no  use  at  all 
without  the  consent  of  those  immediately  interested, 
and  without  making  any  compensation  for  it. 

Resolved,  That  the  interference  by  the  citizens  of  any 
of  the  states,  with  the  view'  to  the  abolition  of  slavery 
in  the  Disl  riet.  of  Columbia,  is  end  angering  the  rights  anil 
security  of  the  people  of  the  District,  and  thafany  act 
or  measure  of  congress  designed  to  abolish  slavery  in 
this  District  would  he  a violation  ot'  the  faith  implied  in 
the  cessions  made  by  the  state  of  Virginia  and  Mary- 
land of  said  territory,  a just  cause  of  alarm  to  the  peo- 
ple of  die  slaveholding  states,  and  have  a direct  and  in- 
evitable tendency  to  disturb  and  endanger  this  union. 
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Resolved  That  this  house  will  not  consider  any  pro- 
position, petition,  remonstrance,  or  memorial,  resolu- 
tion, motion,  or  paper,  asking  or  requiring,  or  in  any 
manner  relating  to  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  or  the  territories;  nor  will  this  house 
consider  any  proposi'ion,  petition,  remonstrance,  me- 
morial, resolution,  motion,  or  paper,  asking  or  requiring, 
or  in  any  manner  relating  to  the  abolition  of  the  slave 
trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia  or  among  the  several 
sta'es  of  this  union. 

On  the  question  of  suspension  of  the  rules  to  allow 
of  offering  Ihese  resolutions,  Mr.  G.  demanded  the 
yea9  anti  nays,  which  were  ordered  by  the  house. 

Mr.  Mams  wished,  before  voting,  to  inquire  of 
the  gentleman  from  Louisiana  (Mr.  Garland)  whe- 
ther it  was  his  understanding  that  Ihese  resolutions, 
when  offered,  were  to  be  debated?  or  whether  the 
previous  question  was  instantly  to  be  called  upon 
them? 

Mr.  Garland  replied  that  he  could  not  tell.  These, 
he  could  assure  the  gentleman,  vvere  no-caucus  reso- 
lutions. They  had  been  drawn  up  by  himself;  and 
but  two  other  members  of  the  house  had  ever  seen 
or  read  them.  After  they  were  received,  it  would 
be  in  the  pleasure  of  the  house  to  give  them  such 
direction  as  it  pleased. 

Mr.  Adams.  Then  I shall  vote  against  suspend- 
ing the  rule3  to  receive  them.  I cannot  trust  this 
house  against  the  previous  question.  I must  vote 
in  the  negative;  though  I should  be  happy  to  see 
the  resolutions  offered,  and  fully  and  freely  debated 
in  the  house.  That  is  what  the  country  wants. 

Mr.  Gates,  of  New  York,  inquired  whether  it 
could  be  in  order  to  receive  the  resolution  of  the 
gentleman  from  Louisiana,  since  they  were,  in  sub- 
stance, the  same  with  that  of  Mr.  Wise ? — they  ter- 
minated in  proposing  the  very  same  thing. 

The  chair  replied  that,  should  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended, he  did  not  think  the  resolutions  would  be 
in  order. 

Mr.  Wise.  Will  it  be  in  order  to  offer  my  reso- 
lution to-morrow? 

The  chair  declined  deciding  that  question  till  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Adams  said  he  hoped  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  would  not  offer  his  resolution  again  to-mor- 
row morning,  but  be  content  with  what  he  had  wit- 
nessed this  morning.  He  had  had  an  expression  of 
the  opinion  of  the  house  that  it  would  not  submit 
to  a further  encroachment  upon  the  rights  of  the 
people. 

A member  here  inquired  whether  the  question 
was  debateable. 

Mr.  Adams.  If  the  gentlemen  from  Virginia  is 
permitted  to  debate  it,  I will. 

After  an  inquiry  by  Mr.  Alford  and  an  explana- 
tion by  Mr.  R.  Garland  as  to  the  import  of  the  reso- 
lutions. 

The  question  was  put  on  suspending  the  rules,  to 
enable  Mr.  R.  Garland  to  offer  them,  and  lost:  ayes 
107,  rmes  82,  (not  two-thirds). 

Mr.  Waddy  Thompson  moved  that  his  motion, 
made  on  Friday  last  to  reconsider  the  vote  of  the 
house  ordering  the  printing  of  20,000  copies  of  the 
president’s  message  be  now  taken  up  and  consider- 
ed. 

Mr.  Jameson  opposed  the  motion  as  not  in  order, 
and  insisted  on  his  own  right  to  the  floor  on  a reso 
lution  he  had  previously  offered. 

After  a contest  bv  Mr  Jameson  against  the  deci- 
sion of  the  chair,  Mr.  Thompson  was  permitted  to 
proceed  in  an  examination  at  large  of  the  message, 
which  he  characterized  as  written  with  the  highest 
ability,  dexterity  and  art.  He  then  went  into  a re- 
view, in  order,  of  the  several  subjects  treated  in  it, 
in  a speech  of  some  length. 

Mr.  W.  Thompson  having  concluded— 

Mr.  Duncan  demanded  tire  previous  question  on 
the  motion  to  reconsider. 

Mr.  W.  Thompson  thereupon  withdrew  the  mo- 
tion. to  reconsider. 

Mr.  Underwood  asked  the  general  consent  of  the 
house  to  lay  before  the  house  certain  propositions 
to  amend  the  rules  of  the  house,  and  which  were 
read  for  information. 

After  some  conversation,  those  propositions,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Cave  Johnson,  were  referred  to  the 
select  committee  heretofore  appointed  or.  the  sub- 
ject .of  the  rules. 

Mr.  Crabb  moved  an  adjournment,  but  withdrew 
the  motion. 

The  house  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cave  Johnson, 
took  up  and  adopted  the  resolution,  offered  on  Fri- 
day last  by  Mr.  Jumeson,  providing  for  the  printing 
of  10,000  copies  of  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury. 

On  leave  given,  Mr.  Sergeant  offered  a resolution 
directing  letters  overcharged  with  postage  to  be 
brought  to  the  house  as  heretofore;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Adams,  in  pursuance  of  notice  heretofore  gi- 
ven by  him,  introduced  a bill  providing  for  the  dis- 


posal and  management  of  the  fund  bequeathed  by  the 
late  James  Smithson  to  the  United  States  lor  the 
establishment  of  an  institution  for  the  increase  and 
diff  usion  of  knowledge  among  men. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  A.  the  bill  was  referred  to  a 
select  committee  of  nine  members,  consisting  of 
Messrs.  Adams,  Ogle,  Shepard,  Garland,  of  Virgi- 
nia, Lewis,  Albert  Smith,  of  Maine,  Barnard,  Cor- 
win and  Campbell,  of  South  Carolina. 

Mr.  Duncan  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  speaker  is  herebv  advised  and  di- 
rected to  swear  into  office  Messrs.  Philemon  Dicker- 
son,  Peter  D.  Vroom.  Daniel  B.  Ryall,  William  R. 
Cooper,  and  Joseph  Kyle,  members  elect  from  the  state 
of  New  Jersey,  and  said  members  thereon  be  directed 
to  take  their  seats  until  tha  contest  is  regularly  deter- 
mined by  the  house. 

The  question  having  been  raised  whether  this  re- 
solution was  now  in  order — 

The  chair  decided  that  the  first  business  before 
the  house  was  the  reception  of  petitions;  and  that  a 
suspension  of  the  rule  would  be  npcessary  to  enable 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  (Mr.  Duncan ) to  offer  the 
resolution  at  this  time. 

Mr.  Wise  suggested  that  many  gentlemen  on 
both  sides  were  .absent,  who  should,  he  thought,  be 
present  when  the  vote  was  taken. 

Mr.  Duncan  said  he  believed  this  was  a question 
of  privilege,  and  that,  as  such,  the  resolution  was  in 
order  without  a suspension  of  the  rule.  It  was  a 
proposition  which  had  never  yet  been  presented — a 
question  involving  the. rights  of  the  state  of  New 
Jersey,  and  of  the  members  whom  she  had  elected 
to  represent  her  iri  this  hall.  He  had,  however,  no 
disposition  to  push  the  question  at  this  moment;  but 
he  knew'  no  reason  why  it  should  not  be  discussed; 
and,  as  there  was  a disposition  to  adjourn,  he  would 
give  way  to  any  gentleman  who  would  make  the 
motion,  as  he  wished  to  occupy  the  attention  of  (he 
house  for  some  time  on  this  subject. 

The  chair  reasserted  its  decision  that  a suspension 
ofthe  rule  was  necessary. 

Mr.  Jenifer  inquired  if  the  reception  of  petitions 
would  be  in  order  to  morrow  morning?  . 

The  speaker  replied  affirmatively. 

Mr.  Jenifer  moved  an  adjournment,  but  withdrew 
the  motion. 

Mr.  Duncan  then  took  an  appeal  from  the  deci- 
sion of  the  chair,  that  a suspension  of  the  rule  was 
necessary. 

And,  the  question  having  been  put  to  the  house, 
the  decision  ofthe  chair  was  affirmed. 

Mr.  Everett  moved  an  adjournment,  but  withdrew 
Ihe  motion  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  speaker 
to  lay  hefore  the  house  a great  number  of  executive 
communications;  all  of  which,  having  been  ordered 
to  be  printed,  were  appropriately  disposed  of. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  certain  docu- 
ments in  relation  to  the  New  Jersey  election. 

Mr.  L.  Williams  inquired  what  they  were,  and 
how  they  came  into  possession  of  the  speaker? 

The  speaker  said  they  purported  lo  be  sundry  de- 
positions from  Spottswood,  in  New  Jersey,  and  lhat 
they  had  been  addressed  to  the  speaker  ofthe  house. 

The  reading  was  called  for,  and  objections  were 
made. 

A motion  was  made  by  several  gentlemen  simul- 
taneously to  refer  the  said  documents  to  the  com- 
mittee of  elections. 

Mr.  Turney  moved  to  refer  also  Ihe  certificates  of 
the  governor  and  of  the  secretary  of  stale  of  New 
Jersey. 

Mr.  Wise  hoped  the  motion  would  prevail. 

The  speaker  said  he  had  not  in  his  possession  the 
certificates  of  the  governor. 

Mr.  Turney  modified  his  motion  so  as  to  refer  all 
Ihe  papers  which  were  on  the  table  relating  to  the 
subject. 

Mr.  Hubbard,  of  Alabama,  said  he  was  totally 
opposed  to  any  reference  whatever.  There  was  no 
case  of  contested  election  to  go  to  the  committee. — 
All  Ihe  questions  which  had  been  discussed  here 
had  been  in  reference  to  the  returns  only.  The 
question,  and  the  only  question,  which  had  been  be- 
fore the  house  was:  who  were  returned  as  members 
from  the  state  of  New  Jersey?  In  his  opinion,  then, 
it  would  be  time  enough  to  refer  the  question  of 
contest  when  it  shall  have  been  raised,  to  the  com- 
mittee ot  elections. 

Mr.  Bell  said  he  fully  concurred  in  the  remarks 
which  had  fallen  from  the  gentleman  from  Alabama, 
(Mr.  Hubbard).  He  (Mr.  B.)  did  not  know  that 
any  petition  had  been  presented  to  the  house  con- 
testing the  seats  of  sitting  members,  for  the  house 
had  decided  that  five  members  from  New  Jersey 
should  not  take  their  seals.  This  question  ought  to 
be  brought  fairly  before  the  house,  and,  if  no  other 
gentleman  wouid,  he  would  bring  it  forward  as  a 
privileged  motion.  There  had  been  four  or  five 
gentlemen  waiting  here  ever  since  the  session  com- 
menced, claiming  seats  as  representatives  from  New 


Jersey,  and  whose  claims  had  not  been  acted  on. — ■ 
He  hoped  the  house  would  proceed  in  the  regular 
way,  act  with  great  caution,  and  bear  in  mind  that 
what  they  did  on  this  occasion  would  be  regarded 
as  a precedent  hereafter.  The  house  ought  not, 
then,  too  loosely  refer  these  matters  to  a committee 
before  any  petition  or  question  of  contested  rights 
came  before  it.  If  the  house- was  willing  to  receive 
a resolution  that  would  relieve  it  from  the  difficulty 
in  which  it  was  involved,  he  was  now  prepared  lo 
offer  one.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Dun- 
can), in  his  opinion,  had  made  the  only  motion  that 
Was  in  older  this  morning,  for  it  was  a privilpdged 
motion,  inasmuch  as  it  related  to  the  question  as  to 
who  should  occupy  the  vacant  seats  of  the  represen- 
tation from  New  Jersey. 

Mr.  Wise  said  he  thought  this  question  was  just 
in  the  attitude  it  ought  to  be — that  it  should  be  re- 
ferred. He  knew  of  no  other  course  to  be  pursued, 
after  the  decision  which  the  house  had  made,  than 
to  refer  the  subject  to  the  committee  of  privileges 
and  elections.  And  why?  Because  he  agreed  with 
the  gentleman  from  Alabama  (Mr.  Hubbard ) lhat 
no  question  of  contested  election  was  then  before 
the  house,  and  because  there  must  be  a right  of  pos- 
session before  the  question  as  to  the  merits  of  the 
election  could  be  contested.  The  question  of  claim 
to  seats  was  before  the  house.  The  question  of 
prima  facie  evidence  of  right  lo  seats  here,  as  Ihe 
gentleman  from  Alabama  had  correctly  stated,  had 
been  partly  decided  by  Ihe  house.  One  set  of  gen- 
tlemen, on  one  side,  had  been  rejected,  whilst,  with 
regard  to  the  other  set,  on  the  opposite  side,  no  de- 
cision had  been  made.  He  wished  it  to  be  distinctly 
understood  that  when  the  gentleman  had  been  here- 
tofore asked  to  bring  forward  the  administration 
candidates,  the  house  was  told  that  it  was  their  in- 
tention io  act  liberally,  and  that  those  gentlemen 
would  not  claim  their  seats.  And  it  was  not  until 
this  morning  that  it  had  been  presumed,  or  pretend- 
ed, that  they  would  claim  their  seats.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  (Mr.  Duncan)  had,  this  morning, 
notwithstanding  there  were  so  many  absentees,  mo- 
ved, that  Mr.  Dickerson  and  his  associates  be  sworn 
in,  and  the  chair  decided,  and  correctly,  after  the 
action  ofthe  house  on  the  subject,  that  the  motion 
was  not  in  order — that  the  rule  must  be  suspended 
by  a vote  of  two-thirds,  to  enable  him  to  make  such 
a motion,  and  the  house  sustained  the  decision  of 
the  chair.  He  (Mr.  W.)  was  in  favor  of  referring" 
the  credentials,  which  were  a prima  facie  title  to  a 
seat,  together  with  all  the  papers,  properly  authen- 
ticated, before  the  house,  to  the  committee  of  elec- 
tions, who  would  judge  as  to  the  character  of  the 
evidence,  and  receive  what  ought  to  be  received, 
and  reject  what  ourht  to  be  rejected.  This,  he 
thought,  was  the  proper  course  to  be  adopted.  The 
house  might,  in  one  week,  perhaps  in  twenty-four 
hours,  if  the  committee  were  permitted  to  take  the 
papers,  have  a report  from  them  setting  forth  who 
should  take  seats  as  sitting  members — while  they, 
in  the  mean  time,  could  be  investigating  the  evi- 
dence in  relation  to  the  Contested  election. 

While  the  contested  election  was  in  process  of 
adjudication,  those  gentlemen  having  a prima  facie 
title  (o  seats  might  take  them,  and  then  the  report 
of  the  committee  on  the  claims  of  other  persons 
might  be  received  and  discussed  at  once — so  that 
New  Jersey,  as  every  other  state  Lad  been,  might 
be  represented  until  the  question  of  the  contested 
election  should  be  decided.  He  did  conscientiously 
say  that  he  had  rather,  as  far  as  he  was  concerned, 
that  Mr.  Dickerson  and  his  colleagues  should  occu- 
py seats  on  that  floor,  per  fas  aui  nefus,  than  that 
New  Jersey  should  be  deprived  of  five-sixths  ofher 
representation  while  this  contested  election  was  be- 
ing investigated. 

Mr.  Duncan  inquired  of*the  chair  whether  the  re- 
turns of  the  polls  at  South  Amboy  and  Millville, 
which  were  suppressed,  wer?  to  be  considered  as 
included  in  the  motion  of  reference,  and  would  be 
sent  with  the  other  documents  to  the  committee  of 
elections? 

The  speaker  slated  it  as  his  opinion  that  the  pa- 
pers referred  to  by  the  gentleman  fiorn  Ohio  (Mr. 
Duncan)  would  not  be  included  in  Ihe  reference, 
and  that  no  other  papers  would  be  sent  to  the  com- 
mittee than  the  depositions  just  laid  before  Ihe  house. 

Mr.  Duncan  remarked  that  he  had  so  supposed. — 
If  those  depositions  were,  as  he  suspected,  lop  sided, 
he  should  object  to  their  reception. 

Mr.  Randolph  said  that  the  depositions  had  been 
taken  in  accordance  with  the  law  of  New  Jersey, 
which  required  that  they  should  be  transmitted  to 
the  speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives. 

Mr.  Briggs  inquired  ofthe  chair  how  these  depo- 
sitions had  come  into  the  possession  ofthe  house? 

The  speaker  stated  that  he  had  received  them  by 
mail,  directed  to  him  as  speaker  of  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives. 
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Mr.  Briggs  then  said  that  they  were  not  properly 
before  the  house  at  this  time.  The  rule  was,  when 
the  speaker  received  papers  by  mail,  to  retain  them 
until  calling  over  the  states  lor  the  presentation  ol 
petitions,  and  then  such  papers  were  presented 
when  the  name  of  the  state  irom  whence  they  came 
was  called. 

Mr.  Bell  maintained  that  the  only  motion  ih  order 
was  on  the  reference  of  the  papers  to  the  committee 
of  elections.  If  those  gentlemen  holding  certificates 
were  not  entitled  to  their  seats,  let  the  committee 
say  so.  The  motion  ot  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
was  a privileged  motion,  and  the  only  one  in  order. 
There  was  no  regular  question  in  relation  to  seals  of 
the  gentlemen  from  New  Jersey  before  the  house. 

Mr.  B.  was  proceeding,  when 

Mr.  Duncan  reminded  the  chair  that  he  was  enti- 
tled to  the  floor. 

The  speaker  said  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  (Mr. 
Duncan ) w'as  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  Bell  then  observed  that  he  hoped  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio,  after  what  had  been  said  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  ("Mr.  I Vise ) as  to  the  ab- 
sence of  members,  would  not  press  the  question  un 
til  there  shonld  be  a full  house. 

Mr.  Adams  expressed  himself  in  favor  of  refer- 
ring all  the  papers  relating  to  the  subject  to  the 
committee  of  elections,  who  should  be  vested  with 
power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  and  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  and  report  lo  this  house  who  are 
members  from  the  state  ol  New  Jersey. 

Mr.  Duncan  said  that  he  understood  he  was  in 
order,  and  that  the  question  before  the  house  was  on 
the  reference  of  some  evidence,  taken  in  N.  Jersey, 
to  the  committee  of  elections.  lie  had  risen  to  in- 
quire whether  certain  other  papers,  that  were  not 
in  the  possession  of  the  house,  were  embraced  in 
the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee' 
He  had  been  told  there  were  no  papers  hut  the  one 
which  the  gentleman  held  in  his  hand,  and  which 
he  (Mr.  D.)  took  to  be  evidence  in  support  ot  the 
claims  of  the  certificated  members.  He  thought 
there  were  other  papers  to  be  produced,  which 
would  go  to  show  what  were  the  claims  of  the  ad- 
verse party.  He  would  therefore  oppose  the  motion. 
Mr.  D.  then  yielded  the  floor  to 

Mr.  Turney , who  moved  an  adjournment;  which 
was  agreed  to.  And  the  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday  Dec.  31.  Some  time  was  consumed  in 
a motion  to  amend  the  journal  of  the  house,  so  as 
to  prevent  the  resolution  which  had  been  submitted 
by  Mr,  Duncan,  requesting  the  speaker  lo  swear  in 
Mr.  Dickerson  and  others,  and  which  had  been  de- 
clared out  of  order  by  the  speaker,  from  appearing 
on  the  journal  of  that  day’s  proceedings — the  house 
however  refused  to  amend  the  journal:  yeas  72,  nays 
83. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  being  the  reception  of 
petitions,  were  several  times  called  for. 

Mr.  Coles  moved* a suspension  of  the  rule,  to 
enable  him  to  offer  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  every  petition,  memorial,  resolution, 
proposition  or  paper,  touching  or  relating  in  any  way, 
or  to  any  extent  whatever,  to  the  abolition  of  slavery 
in  the  states  of  this  union,  or  either  of  them,  or  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  or  in  the  territories  of  the  United 
States,  or  either  of  them,  or  the  removal  of  slaves  from 
one  state  to  another,  shall,  on  the  presentation  thereof, 
without  any  further  action  thereon,  be  laid  on  the  table 
without  being  debated,  printed,  read  or  referred. 

Mr.  C.  was  proceeding  to  remark,  when 
.The  speaker  said  the  question  was  not  debateable. 
And  the  question  on  the  motion  to  suspend  the 
rule  was  taken,  and  decided  in  the  negative  bs  fol- 
lows: yeas  87,  nays  84— (two  thirds  not  voting 
therefor,  as  required  by  the  rule). 

S-*  the  rules  were  not  suspended. 

Mr.  Wise  then  moved  a suspension  of  the  rule 
to  enable  him  to  offer  the  resolution  which  he  had 
ottered  yesterday,  and  which,  he  said,  was  different 
from  the  one  voted  on  just  now.  The  resolution 
he  offered  denied  the  reception  of  abolition  petitions. 
This  resolution  admitted  the  reception.  The  one 
was  a southern,  the  other  a northern  resolution. 

Mr.  Granger  inquired  whether  the  motion  ot  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  was  in  order,  inasmuch 
as  a resolution  of  a character  nearly  similar  had 
just  been  voted  on.  The  chair  ruled  the  motion  to 
be  in  order. 

Mr.  Wise  thereupon  persisted  in  his  motion,  and 
gave  notice  that  he  should  otter  a similar  motion, 
even  if  it  should  consume  hours,  every  morning  of 
his  life,  until  he  got  a distinct  vote  upon  his  reso 

lution. 

Mr.  Granger  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  mo- 
tion to  suspend;  which  were  ordered. 

Some  remarks  then  ensued,  as  to  points  of  order, 
between  Messrs.  Jldams,  Wise  and  Williams. 

The  reading  of  the  resolution  was  then  called  for, 
and  it  was  read,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  upon  the  presentation  of  any  memo- 
rial or  petition  praying  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  or 


the  slave  trade  in  any  district  territory,  or  state  of  the 
union  and  upon  the  presentation  of  any  resolution  or 
other  paper  touching  that  subject,  the  reception  of  such 
memorial,  petition,  resolution,  or  paper  snail  be  con- 
sidered as  objected  to,  and  the  question  of  its  reception 
shall  be  laid  upon  the  table  without  debate  or  further 
action  tiiereon. 

And  the  question  was  then  taken  upon  suspend- 
ing the  rules,  and  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  87, 
nay  83 — not  two-thirds. 

So  the  house  refused  to  suspend  the  rules. 

A message  was  received  Irom  the  president  o( 
the  United  States,  transmitting  a report  made  by 
the  secretary  of  the  trsasury  in  regard  to  some  dif- 
ficulties which  have  occurred  concerning  the  kind 
of  papers  deemed  necessary  to  be  provided  by  law 
for  the  use  and  protection  of  American  vessels  eu- 
o-aged  in  the  whale  fisheries,  and  inviting  the  con 


question  of  ordering  them  there  was  no  quorum 
voting.  Sn  they  were  not  ordered. 

Mr.  Jenifer  obtained  the  floor,  when 

Mr.  Crubb  rose  to  order,  contending  that  Mr. 
Sergeant's  resolution,  involving  a change  in  the 
rub-3  of  the  house,  must,  by  rule,  lie  one  day  for 
consideration. 

But  the  chair  ruled  that  the  house,  in  voting  to 
suspend  the  rules  to  receive  the  resolution,  did 
suspend  this  as  well  as  every  other  rule  interfering 
with  its  present  action  on  such  resolution. 

The  debate  was  then  continued  by  Mr.  Jenifer, 
Mr.  Lewis,  of  Alabama,  and  Mr.  Hoffman. 

Mr.  W.  Cost  Johnson,  of ’Md.  said  he  should  vote, 
and  with  great  pleasure  for  the  resolution  of  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Sergeant).  He 
thought  it  due  to  convenience  and  due  to  t lie  coun- 


- r.  | try,  and  he  could  say  with  the  gentleman  Irom  Ala- 

sidcratinn  of  congress  to  some  new  legislation  upon  j (,ama,  (Mr.  Lewis),  that  he  had  had  petitions  lying 
the  subject.  for  weeks  in  his  drawer,  but  could  not  otter  them 

Also,  a message  from  (he  president  of  the  United  |afe  ;M  the  sefsfon.  Gentlemen  would  find  that 
States,  transmitting  copies  of  communications  from  lln|eS3  this  role  should  be  adopted,  one-half  of  their 
gov.  Lucas  in  relation  to  the  boundary  between  Mis-  petitions  could  not  be  got  before  the  committees. — 
souri  and  Iowa.  . He  had  one  word  for  the  south,  as  a southern  man, 

Also,  a message  from  the  president  of  the  Unit-  t><it  one  who  boasted  very  little  about  it,  and  it  was 
ed  States,  transmitting  a report  from  the  secretary  ^ia:  |)e  |10ped  that  all  southern  gentlemen  would 
of  state  on  the  subject  ol  the  law  providing  f°r  henceforth  speak  each  for  himself,  individually, 
taking  the  sixth  census  of  the  United  States.  and  not  for“the  south. ” He  wished  gentlemen 

Also,  a message  from  the  president  ot  the  Unit-  wou|q  not  adopt  that  phraseology.  He  hoped 
ed  States,  communicating  a report  Irom  the  secre-  gentlemen  would  not  raise  their  tiny  voices  here  as 
tary  of  state  in  relation  to  applications  on  the  part  Speaki ng  “for  the  south.”  For  one,  Mr.  J.  would 
of  France  for  the  extension  to  vessels  coming  Irom  a||ow  no  southern  man  to  speak  for  him.  He  re- 
tile  colonies  of  French  Guiana  and  Senegal  ol  the  c0,rnised  no  southern  gentleman  as  his  pioneer,  or 
benefits  granted  by  the  act  of  the  9th  ot  May,  182S,  gg^uthorised  to  act  or  speak  for  him.  As  a soutli- 
to  vessels  of  the  same  nation  coming  from  the  is-  | er|1  inan  anc|  a southern  representative,  he  should 

act  and  he  should  speak  hero  for  himself  and  for  his 
constituents.  JV1  r.  J.  said  he  felt  sick  and  worried 
at  hearing  gentlemen  speaking  here  eternally  of 
“the  south,”  and  “the  south.”  He  especially  dis- 
liked to  hear  this  from  gentlemen  in  whom  the  south 
would  not  consent  to  repose  her  interests,  and  if 
she  did,  would  often  have  them  sacrificed.  [A 
laugh.]  This  Mr.  J.  said  was  his  sixth  session 
in  congress;  and  he  represented  a district  which 
was  perhaps  more  interested  in  this  abolition  ques- 
tion than  any  other;  but  he  did  not  talk  about  it. — 
not  discuss  it;  but  when  the  hour  for 
he  believed  he  ccmld  be  found  in  front 


.ands  of  Gnadaloupe  and  Martinique,  and  for  the 
repayment  of  duties  levied  in  the  district  of  New 
York  upon  the  French  ship  Alexandre  and  part  of 
her  cargo.  “The  circumstances  under  which  these 
duties  were  demanded,”  says  the  message,  beiri 
as  stated  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  of  a cha- 
racter to  entitle  the  paities  to  relief,  I recommend 
the  adoption  of  the  necessary  legislative  provisions 
to  authorise  their  repayment.  I likewise  invite  your 
attention  to  the  evidence  contained  in  the  accom- 
pany ing  documents  as  to  the  treatment  ol  our  ves-  ^ _ 

sels  in  the  port  ol  Cayene,  which  will  doubtless  be  Would 

found  by  congress  such  as  to  authorise  the  applica-J  action  camC)  ....  ....  ...... u ...  ...... 

tion  to  French  vessels  coming  from  that  colony  of  j 0j-  some  w|10  were  wont  to  speak  a great  deal  ami 
the  liberal  principles  of  reciprocity  wliieh  have  very  loudly  about  it— nor  was  that  saying  very 
hitherto  governed  the  action  of  the  legislature  in  for  his  own  fortitude.  [Laughter,  loud  and 

analogous  cases  ” long.]  He  held  that  his  constituents’ voice  shonld 

Mr.  Chinn,  of  Louisiana,  moved  to  suspend  the  ilearcj)  an((  their  petitions  examined;  and  unless 
rules  in  order  to  his  offering  the  following  resolu-  this  was  done  early,  men  who  had  been,  some  of 
tion:  them,  knocking  at  these  doors  for  justice  for  half  a 

Resolved,  That  all  petitioqp,  memorials,  resolutions,  century,  must  once  more  be  turned  away  without  a 
and  addresses  of  every  description,  touching  the  aboli-  hearing.  Petitions  coining  into  the  house  at  so  late 
tion  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  or  in  the  a pe i iod  of  the  session  was  one  chief  cause  why  bills 
states  or  territories,  or  in  any  manner  relatingto  the  | remiljne(i  piled  up  in  hundreds  on  the  speaker’s  table 

at  the  close  of  the  session,  and  were  finally  lost 
simply  for  the  want  of  lime  to  pass  them. 

Mr.  Garland,  of  Louisiana,  moved  the  previous 
queslion. 

[“Agreed!  agreed!” 

Mr.  Bynum  hoped,  after  he  had  thus  been  three 
times  personally  attacked,  that  the  gentleman  from 


existence  of  slavery  or  the  slave  trade  in  the  United 
States,  be  referred  without  debate  toaselect  committee. 

On  this  motion  Mr.  Granger,  of  New  York,  de- 
manded the  yeas  and  nays;  which,  being  ordered  | 
and  taken,  resulted  as  follows:  yeas  112,  nays  66. 

There  not  being  two-thirds  in  its  favor;  the  motion 

to  suspend  the  rules  was  negatived.  ' its>  , 

Mr.  Sergeant,  of  Penn,  made  a similar  motion,  Louisiana  would  withdraw  his  call]. 


that  he  might  move  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  20th  rule  of  the  house  be  so  al- 
tered that  the  daily  presentation  of  petitions  be  allowed 
for  twenty  days  from  this  day. 

On  this  motion  the  yeas  and  nay9  were  demand- 
ed, but  refused;  and  the  vote,  being  counted  by  tel- 
lers, stood  as  follows!  ayes  1 13,  noes  36. 

So  the  rules  were  suspended,  and  Mr.  Sergeant 
thereupon  moved  his  resolution,  modifying  it,  how- 
ever, so  as  to  limit  the  time  to  twenty  instead  of 
thirty  days. 

Mr.  I.ewis  Williams  regretted  this  modification, 
and  gave  notice  that  he  should  move  to  amend  the 
resolution  so  as  to  extend  the  time  to  thirty  days. 

Mr.  Bynum  hoped  that  the  house  would  pass  no 
such  resolution.  He  called  upon  every  gentleman 


But  Mr.  Garland  refused. 

Mr.  Black,  of  Georgia,  wanted  to  know  whether 
it  would  now  be  in  order  to  move  an  amendment, 
which  he  read  as  follows: 

Provided,  nevertheless,  that  nothing  herein  contain- 
ed shall  authorise  the  reception  of  any  petition  or 
other  paper  praying  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  the  states  of  this  union,  or  the 
territories  thereof.’’ 

The  chair  replied  in  the  negative. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  (ayes  114), 
out,  and  carried;  and  the  main  question  being  on 
the  adoption  of  Mr.  Sergeant’s  resolution,  the  reso- 
lution was  adopted  without  a count. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Evans,  the  house  then  ad- 


from 


the  si  a ve  ho  1 d i ng  s t a tes  ,o>  defeat  interest  jotted  over  to  FritUy  -X,:  ayes  95  noes  52 


Friday,  Jan.  3.  Immediately  after  the  reading 
of  the  journal,  Mr.  Jenifer  rose,  and  made  some  re- 
marks in  reference  to  the  report  of  the  debate  of 
Tuesday  last,  which  had  appeared  in  the  Globe,  in 
which  Mr.  Bynum  is  reported  to  have  remarked, 
among  other  observations,  “that  it  was  Ihe  usual 


which  bad  been  this  day  assailed  here.  Should 
•rentlemen  suffer  this  resolution  to  pass,  they 
would  put  it  in  the  power  of  the  house  more 
seriously  to  attack  that  great  interest.  He  was  not 
going  to  discuss  the  question  of  slavery,  but  as 

southern  man,  after  the  hints  which  bad  been,  ,,  . . 

already  thrown  6ut,  and  from  the  multitude  of  anti- 1 aract-ce  of That : party  alter  having  fWo  or  thrce  bul- 

slavery  petitions  which  it  was  understood  were  to 

be  poured  upon  the  house,  he  was  led  to  hope  that 

every  southern  man,  and  every  northern  man  with  W lien  Mr.  Jenifer  had  concluded,  Mr.  keim  arose, 
southern  principles,  would  vote  against  such  a pro-  but  Mr.  Bynum  obtained  the  floor  in  a reply  to  Mr. 
position  With  the  evidence  of  an  attempted  com- \ Jenifer,  and  was  followed  by  Mr.  Stanly  on  the 
promise  before  their  eyes,  he  trusted  that  those  to  | same  subject;  (he  debate  was  of  a personal  charac- 
wbose  constituents  this  was  a i"t“'-n=t  and  ter 


vital  interest,  and 
who  therefore  could  never  compromise  it  in  any 
form,  would  unite  in  preventing  a door  being 
thrown  thus  wide  for  a flood  that  was  to  overwhelm 
it.  He  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  but  on  the 


ter. 

Mr.  Keim  in  a feeling  manner  announced  the 
death  of  his  colleague  William  W.  Potter,  and  pro- 
posed resolutions  of  respect,  which  were  adopted. 
The  house  then  adjourned. 
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Arkansas.  Col.  B.  H.  Martin,  a whig  delegate  from 
Arkansas  to  the  late  Harrisburg  convention  arrived  at 
that  place  on  Monday,  two  days  after  the  convention 
adjourned,  having  travelled  upwards  of  three  thousand 
miles,  expressly  to  attend  that  body,  but  had  been  de- 
tained by  low  water.  Had  he  reached  in  time,  twenty- 
two  states  would  have  been  represented  in  the  conven- 
tion. 

Banks.  The  capital  of  the  Philadelphia  banks,  ex- 
clusive of  the  Bpnk  of  the  United  States  is  sixteen 
millions  five  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dullars. 

Blacks  in  arms.  A Michigan  paper  states  that  there 
are  in  the  two  Canadas,  3,000  colored  troops,  many  of 
whom  arc  runaway  slaves  from  the  United  States. 

[Balt.  Sun. 

Boston.  Between  forty  and  fifty  cases  of  small  pox 
have  recently  appeared  in  Boston. 

Van  Buren  convention.  We  learn  from  the  Globe  that 
the  Van  Buren  members  of  congress,  now  at  Washing- 
ton, approve  of  the  suggestion,  or  call  of  the  central  com- 
mittee of  N.  Hampshire,  for  a Van  Buren  national  con- 
vention, to  meet  at  Baltimore,  on  the  5th  of  May  next, 
for  the  nomination  of  candidates  for  president  and  vice 
president.  The  Globe  adds  that  this  proposition  seems 
to  meet  the  universal  approbation  of  “the  party.’’ 

The  blood  hounds.  A letter  has  been  received  in  Bos- 
ton from  Port  Leon,  Florida,  which  sats — “The  much 
talked  of  blood  hounds,  to  scent  the  Indians,  will  ar- 
rive here  next  week,  a sloop  having  sailed  hence  for 
them  last  week.  The  Indians  are  as  fearless  as  ever, 
and  the  war  is  as  likely  to  continue  ten  years  as  ten 
weeks.” 

Catholic  chapels  in  England.  According  to  the  re- 
turns made  to  parliament,  there  are  about  five  hundred 
Homan  Catholic  chapels  in  England,  of  which  num- 
ber, seventy  are  situated  in  London.  Fifty  years  since 
the  Catholics  had  but  thirty  chapels  in  all  Great  Britain. 

Canada.  Serious  apprehension  was  entertained  of 
an  attack  on  the  night  ot  14th  tilt,  from  “the  hunters,” 
an  appellation,  assumed  probably  as  being  more  strict- 
ly appropriate  than  their  former  one  ot  “patriots.’’ — 
“The  utmost  vigilante”  says  the  Buffalo  papers  “was 
evinced  by  the  provincial  authorities  who  determined 
not  to  be  caught  napping.”  It  was  a false  alarm. 

Coal  trade.  The  Lehigh  coal  trade  for  the  present 
season  lias  ceased.  Total,  220,405  tons  in  5,239  boats. 

Cincinnati.  The  population  of  Cincinnati  and  sub- 
urbs, as  .ascertained  within  the  current  year,  is  47,900. 
The  population  in  1830  was  27,000;  showing  an  in- 
crease bt  more  than  twenty  thousand  in  nine  years. 


Circulation  of  the  I.bndon  press.  Official  returns 
show  tne  average  daily  circulation  of  the  following 
London  papers: 


Times, 

11  190 

Morning  Chronicle, 

6.830 

Morning  Herald, 

6 394 

Morning  Advertiser, 

4,936 

Morning  Post, 

2.672 

Sun,  (evening) 

3.578 

Standard, 

3,493 

Globe, 

2,965 

Courier, 

1,363 

The  Weekly  Despatch 

circulates 

in  a week, 

51.413 

Weekly  Chronicle, 

44,300 

Bell’s  Life  in  London, 

18,615 

The  Weekly  Despatch  states  that  in  the  years  1837 
and  1833,  its  aggregate  amount  of  stamps  was  5,347.000 
— an  average  weekly  of  54,418 

The  number  of  stamped  daily  and  weekly  publica- 
tions in  London,  during  the  two  years  named  amount- 
ed to  149 — with  a circulation  in  the  two  years  of 
53,015,201. 

The  revenue  to  the  government  amounted  to 
.£241,855.  [Bicknell's  Reporter. 

Deaths.  Another  revolutiontionary  patriot  has  de- 
scended to  the  grave.  Mr.  Adam  Bantz,  of  Scioto,  in 
the  95th  year  of  his  age.  lie  served  throughout  the 
revolutionary  war. 

The  rev.  Wm.  McSherry,  president  of  the  George- 
town college,  died  on  the  17tii,  after  a short  illness. 

Debt  of  the  states.  The  following  is  a statement  of 
the  debts  now  owing  by  the  several  stales  of  the  muon 


Maine, 
Massachusetts, 
New  York, 
Pennsylvania, 
Maryland, 
Virginia, 

South  Carolina, 

Alabama, 

Louisiana, 

Tennessee, 

Kentucky, 

Ohio, 

Indiana, 
Illinois,  _ 
Missouri,  _ 
Mississippi, 
Arkansas, 
Michigan, 


@554,908  01) 
4 290,000  00 
18.262,406  00 
27,306,790  00 
11,492,930  73 
0,062,089  00 
5,753.770  12 
10,800,000  00 

23.735.000  00 
7,148.166  60 
7 369.000  03 
6,101.000  00 

1 1 890.000  00 

11.603.000  00 

2.500.000  00 
7.000,000  00 

3.000  0C0  00 

5.340.000  00 


Inlisting  seamen  foi 


@170,807,189  85 
the  Texian  navy.  Edwin  W. 


Moore,  commodore  in  the  Texian  'navy,  and  com- 


mander of  the  brig  Colorado,  now  at  this  port,  was 
yesterday  arrested  by  the  United  States  authorities  in 
this  city,  and  held  to  hail  in  the  sum  of  @1,000,  to  an- 
swer a charge  oj'  having  enlisted  men  in  this  city  for 
the  Texian  navy  or  army.  Rufus  Hughes,  a butcher 
in  Fulton  market,  Benjamin  W.  Benson,  a tailor,  and 
Robert  Tolford  and  James  Jackson,  watermen,  were 
also  arrested,  charged  with  the  same  offence,  and  all 
held  to  hail  in  the  similar  sum  of  @1,000  each. 

[Jour.  Com. 

Emigrants.  A party  of  100  emigrants  from  the  pine 
clad  mountains  of  Norway,  passed  through  Chicago  a 
few  yveeks  since  to  settle  in  Wisconsin. 

Emigrants  for  Liberia.  Extract  of  a letter  from  judge 
Wiikeson,  general  agent  of  the  American  colonization 
society,  dated  Washington,  25th  Dec.  1839. 

“Fsent  off’ this  morning  to  Norfolk  52  Kentucky  emi- 
grants for  Liberia — also  34  from  Virginia,  liberated 
by  Mr.  Httnton’s  will,  and  6 by  Miss  Randolph.  All 
pretty  well  fitted  out,  except  the  Virginia  31,  who  re- 
quire yet  a good  deal  to  make  them  comfortable.’’  * 

Fire.  On  the  17th  inst.  a fire  broke  out  at  Milton, 
Pa  which  destroyed  about  twelve  buildings,  mostly  sta- 
bles. Loss  45  000. 

Franklin  Institute.  The  Journal  of  the  Franklin 
Institute,  and  the  Mechanics’  Register  is  devoted  to 
the  mechanical  and  physical  sciences,  &.C.  civil  engi- 
neering, the  arts  and  manufactures,  and  the  recording 
of  inventions.  This  journal  is  published  in  Philadel- 
phia, and  edited  by  Thomas  P.  Jones,  M.  D.  It  is  a 
useful  publication,  especially  to  mechanics,  and  deserv- 
ing of  the  publij  patronage  as  a record  of  the  improve- 
ments of  the  age. 

The  editor  of  the  Army  & Navy  Chronicle  states 
that  he  has  seen  a living  specimen  of  the  horned  frog, 
whose  existence  was  many  years  ago  strongly  doubted. 
The  body  resembles  that  of  a frog,  and  is  about  the 
same  size,  but  the  skin  is  like  that  of  the  lizard — scaly 
— and  it  has  a tail,  half  as  long  as  the  body,  tapering 
to  a point.  It  was  in  rather  a torpid  state,  the  climate 
of.  Washington  being  too  gold  for  it.  Tins  frog  was 
brought  from  Fort Towson,  by  lieut.  Willot  Martin, 
of  the  5th  infantry,  as  a present  from  an  officer  station- 
ed there  to  col.  Hook,  of  Washington. 

C-oethe.  A manuscript  poem,  entitled  Charlemagne, 
has  been  discovered  among  the  papers  of  Goethe,  toge- 
ther with  a tragedy,  two  other  dramas,  and  several  f jgit- 
tive  pieces  of  poetry. 

Georgia.  In  the  senate  of  Georgia,  the  resolution 
nominating  Martin  Van  Buren  for  the  presidency,  and 
John  Forsyth  for  the  vice  presidency  of  the  United 
States,  was  adopted  on  the  11th  instant — yeas,  50 — 
nays,  35. 

Both  branches  of  the  legislature  adopted  resolutions 
to  adjourn  on  the  10th  ult. 

Mr.  Kilgore,  a representative  in  the  legislature  from 
Wilks  county,  died  at  Milledgeville  on  the  8th  ult. 

Hazen’s  Panorama  of  Professions  and  Trades , or 
every  Man's  Book,  by  Esward  Hazen.  With  eighty- 
two  fine  woo'l  engravings.  This  work  is  intended  to 
introduce  a new  branch  of  study  into  our  schools, 
being  devoted  to  a subject  of  peculiar  interest,  not 
only  to  the  young,  but  also  to  those  fa  mature  age 
who  will  find  in  it  much  worthy  of  their  attention;  As 
the  book  throws  light  upon  a department  of  srndy 
heretofore ;almost  entirely  neglected  in  our  schools,  and 
has  been  gotten  up  with  much  care  and  expense,  we 
cannot  but  wish  it  abundant  success.  Viewed  as  an 
attempt  to  introduce  the. young  to  a better  acquaintance 
with  things,  it  may  be  considered  as  an  important 
work. 

Jesse  Hoyt,  esq.  We  are  authorised  to  say  that  no- 
thing is  known  in  the  treasury  department,  or  believed 
to  exist,  which  justifies  the  statement  made  elsewhere, 
that  the  present  collector  of  Now  York  is,  or  has  been 
a defaulter.  [Globe. 

London  and  Paris.  The  population  of  London 
amounts  to  1,700,000,  and  that  of  Paris  to  1,200,000. — 
Thus  the  two  capitals  of  the  civilized  world  contain  a 
population  of  nearly  three  millions  of  inhabitants — a 
number  exceeding  the  united  population  of  all  the  other 
capitals  of  Europe. 

“Love.’’  Knowles’  new' play  is  inserted  entire  in  the 
New  York  Express  of  the  13;h. 

Large  dividend f or  dull  times-  The  Atlantic  insur- 
ance company  has  declared  a semi-annual  dividend  of 
fifteen  per  cent,  payable  on  the  10th  instant. 

[N.  Y.  Jour,  of  Com. 

Massachusetts.  The  official  returns  of  voles  for  coun- 
cellors  and  senators,  show  that  t..ere  are  fifteen  whigs 
and  thirteen  administration  senators  elected,  and  that 
there  are  twelve  vacancies,  2 in  Suffolk,  2 in  Franklin, 
6 in  Worcester,  and  1 in  Plymouth.  All  these  vacan- 
cies are  to  be  filled  by  the  house,  and  of  course  with 
partizans  of  the  party  that  is  in  majority  in  that  body. 
The  Boston  Post  (administration)  reasserts  that  Morton 
is  elected  governor,  and  that  they  have  also  a majority; 
whilst  the  Boston  Allas  (whig)  gives  a list  of  the  names 
of  the  members  elect  of  the  house  of  representatives, 
and  classifies  them,  277  whigs  and  229  administration. 
An  election  to  fill  the  vacancy  in  congress  from  the 
6th  district  took  place  on  the  23d  inst.  Osymen  Baker, 
esq.  was  the  whig  candidate,  and  Israel  Billings,  the 
abolition  and  administration  candidate. 

Mandamus.  The  Globe  of  Tuesday  last  says,  we  un- 
, dersuuid  die  District  court  yesterday  gave  ail  unanimous 


decision  adverse  to  the  application  of  Mrs.  Decatur  for 
a mandamus  against  the  secretary  of  the  navy.  The 
three  judges  grounded  their  decision  on  the  merits  of  the 
ease;  judge  Thurston  went  still  farther,  and  gave  a 
very  .able  argument  against  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
court. 

Markets.  It  is  the  custom  in  New  Orleans  to  farm  out 
the  markets  annually.  For  the  coming  year,  the  beef 
market  of  that  city  has  been  rented  for  t§54,400,  being 
@3,l00more  than  last  year,  and  the  vegetable  market  lor 
@36,000,  being  an  advance  of  @2,700. 

Natchez.  The  Natchez  Courier  of  the  2d  instant 
contains  a full  list  of  all  the  persons  who  died  in  that 
city  from  the  8th  of  September,  when  the  first  case  of 
5’c-llow  fever  was  announced,  to  the  20th  of  November 
following,  when  the  epidemic  disappeared.  During 
that  period  the  whole  number  of  deaths  from  every 
cause  was  235,  of  which  69  occurred  in  September, 
135  in  October,  and  31  in  November.  Of  these  about 
180  were  reported  as  cases  of  yellow  lever,  and  of 
about  one-half  the  residue  the  nature  of  the  disease 
was  not  specified.  Very  few  of  those  who  had  resided 
many  years  in. the  city  were  numbered  among  the  vic- 
tims. During  the  epidemic  of  1837  in  the  whole  of 
the  months  of  September  and  October,  there  died  244 
persons.  In  estimating  the  comparative  fatality  of  the 
two  epidemics  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  in  1839  the 
greater  part  of  the  population  left  the  city,  which  was 
very  far  from  being  the  case  in  1837. 

Old  members  of  congress.  Mr.  C.  F.  Mercer,  of  Vir- 
ginia, who  has  just  resigned  his  seat,  has  been  in  con- 
gress since  1817  (22  years),  having  been  elected  eleven 
times.  Mr.  Lewis  Williams,  of  .North  Carolina,  who 
is  called  “the  father  of  the  house,”  being  the  oldest 
member,  was  first  in  the  house  in  1815  1 24  years 
since). 

N.  B. — Mr.  John  W.  Taylor,  of  New  York  state,  was 
in  congress  20  years;  Mr.  Newton,  of  Virginia,  30 
years;  Mr.  John  Randolph,  about26 years,  Mr.  Macon  , 
of  North  Carolina,  38  years;  Mr.  S.  Smith,  of  Maryland, 
39  years;  Mr.  Findlay,  of  Pennsylvania  .28  years,  (the 
latter  four  in  both  houses.).  [New  York  Express. 

Schuylkill  hunk.  The  Philadelphia  North  American 
says,  that  a presentment  was  read  on  Monday  in  the 
criminal  court  by  the  attorney  general,  charging  H.  J. 
Levis,  Peter  Wager,  William  Badger,  John  Miles, 
Daniel  Saint  and  Robert  Donnell,  with  a conspiracy 
to  defraud  at  the  late  election  for  directors  of  that  instt- 
tion. 

Silk.  Our  friends  at  Economy  still  occupy  the  fore- 
ground in  the  silk  manufacture.  A member  ot  the  so- 
ciety has  exhibited  to  us  the  general  result  of  their  ope- 
ration for  the  past  year.  The  depositions  of  Miss 
Gertrude  Rapp  show  that  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty- 
five' pounds  ot  cocoons  have  been  produced,  and  one 
hundred  and  eighty  pounds  of  raw  silx,  the  premium  on 
which,  will  allow  her  from  the  state  treasury,  the.  snug 
sum  of  @455.  The  silk  will  yield,  of  the  different  kinds 
manufactured,  on  the, average,  three  thousand  six  hun- 
dred yards.  The  value  of  the  manufactured  article, 
added  to  the  premium,  will  show  the  extent  of  the  ope- 
ra,ion.  [Beaver  Argus. 

Storms.  The  Boston  Times  maintains  that  profes- 
sor Espy  is  hut  now  vamping  old  theories  in  relation  to 
stonns. 

Seamen  are  much  wanted  at  the  present  lime  in  New 
York.  They  command  fifteen  dollars  per  month  for 
wages,  with  small  stores. 

Steam  vessels.  In  the  U.  S.  district  court,  on  Saturday, 
the  Maryland  and  Virginia  steamboat  company  was 
lined  @500  fur  an  omission  to  have  the  steamboat  Jewess 
inspected  and  examined  within  twelve  months,  accord- 
ing to  the  provisions  ol  the  act  of  congress. 

The  capital  invested  in  steam  vessels  in  Scotland 
amounts  to  three  millions  pound  sterling.  The  steam 
vessel^  belonging  to  Britain  number  from  850  to  900, 
comprising  about  170,000  tons,  and  tiie  power  of 70, 000 
horses. 

The  Liverpool  steamer  left  New  York  on-  her  four- 
teenth trip,  on  Saturday,  having  thirty-one  passengers, 
@1,300,000  in  specie  ascertained;  New  York  stale 
bonds  to  the  amount  of  @1,500,000,  and  a large  num- 
ber of  bills  of  exchange. 

The  Baptist  education  society  is  about  to  establish  an 
institution  in  Nashville,  Tennessee,  for  the  education 
of  ministers.  The  Baptist  church  in  that  city  has  had 
a nett  increase  of  fifty-one  members  within  the  last 
two  months. 

The  powder  mill  of  the  American  powder  company, 
in  Sudbury,  was  blown  up  on  Monday  morning.  The 
cause  of  i ire  explosion  is  unknown.  Mr.  Joseph  Lam- 
son,  of  Russell,  had  just  entered  the  mill,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  setting  the  works  in  motion,  when  the  accident 
took  place,  and  he  was  instantly  killed.  No  other  per- 
son was  near.  [Boston  Mer.  Journal. 

Traci  society.  At  the  annual  meetipg  of  the  New 
York  city  Tract  society  on  the  18th,  collections  and 
subscriptions  were  taken  up  to  the  amount  of  twenty- 
five  hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  Pretty  well  for  hard 
times.  [Jowr.  Com. 

Yazoo  city  in  ruins.  It  is  our  melancholy  duty  to  re- 
cord a dreadful  calamity  by  fire,  wdiich  visited  our  cfy 
yesterday  (Sunday).  Nearly  one  half  of  the  city  is  a 
mass  of  a=hes  and  burning  ruins. 

[Yazoo  Whig  of  Dec.  9. 
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EASTERN  MAIL— “SMUGGLING.” 


We  perceive  that  some  of  the  Baltimore  editors 
are  attempting  to  create  an  excitement  against  the 
post  office  department,  because  packages  of  letters 
have  been  sent  through  to  Philadelphia  by  passengers 
on  the  rail  road.  We  learn  also  that  the  rail  road 
company  stopped  the  trunk  of  a passenger  at  Balti- 
more on  Sunday  last  upon  suspicion  that  it  contained 
packages  lor  the  Philadelphia  post  office. 

Do  these  editors  perceive  the  extent  to  which  the 
principles  advocated  by  them  will  lead? 

We  understand  that  no  attempt  has  been  made 
to  send  the  mails  by  the  rail  road  since  the  31st  of 
last  month.  But  in  consequence  of  the  great  im- 
portance to  the  business  of  Philadelphia  and  New 
York  of  an  early  receipt  of  letters  from  the  south, 
tha  postmaster  at  Baltimore  was  instructed  to  take 


the  packages  for  those  cities  out  of  the  mail,  and 
send  them  by  a special  messenger  upon  the  rail  road. 

Now,  have  the  company  any  right  to  stop  that 
messenger  or  his  baggage?  Have  they  any  right, 
as  common  carriers,  even  to  know  that  he  is  a spe- 
cial messenger,  or  to  inquire  what  he  has  in  his 
trunk? 

If  they  have,  they  may,  upon  a similar  pretence, 
atop  any  other  passenger  or  his  baggage.  A mer- 
chant cannot  send  his  clerk  with  a trunk  containing 
his  letters,  samples,  &c.  without  subjecting  himself 
to  the  danger  of  having  his  baggage  tossed  out  at 
the  depot. 

Is  it  possible  that  the  states  of  Maryland,  Dela- 
ware and  Pennsylvania,  have  conferred  on  this 
company  such  a power? 

Can  they  stop  the  baggage  of  a public  messenger 
or  a private  one?  Can  not  a merchant  or  a depart- 
ment of  the  government  send  letters  or  despatches 
over  their  road  contrary  to  their  will?  Are  all  the 
people  and  the  government  itself  to  be  embargoed 
in  their  lawful  business  by  the  assumptions  of  this 
company? 

The  postmaster  general,  we  understand,  believes 
he  has  the  same  right  to  send  a messenger  along 
this  road,  without  having  his  baggage  overhauled 
or  examined,  that  any  merchant  or  individual  has. 
Ke  deemed  it  no  more  his  duty  to  inform  the  com- 
pany of  his  intentions  than  it  is  the  duty  of  a 
merchant  to  inform  them  beforehand  of  his  pur- 
poses of  a similar  character.  He  knew  that,  in  the 
nature  of  the  case,  the  fact  that  the  letters  were 
conveyed  by  a passenger  or  passengers,  would  soon 
become  generally  known,  and  could  not  be  con- 
cealed from  the  company.  All  the  clamor  on  the 
•core  of  secrecy,  “smuggling,”  &c.  is  out  of  place, 
and  is  undoubtedly  dictated  by  misapprehension  or 
disappointment. 

We  understand  further,  that  it  is  the  purpose  of 
the  postmaster  general  to  take  the  proper  advice  as 
to  what  the  rights  of  the  government  are  in  this 
matter,  and  then  to  assert  them  by  all  lawful 
means. 


Acting  for  the  country,  and  not  for  himself,  he 
has  a right  to  expect  that  he  will  not  be  vilified  for 
his  efforts  to  avail  himself  ol  all  legal  means  to  ex- 
pedite the  public  correspondence.  [Globe 

Vo l.  29.  L 


FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 

By  the  England,  capt.  Waite,  which  arrived  on 
Saturday,  we  have  London  papers  to  the  7th  De- 
cember, and  by  the  United  States,  the  intermediate 
papers  since  the  24th  November;  we  have  also  Paris 
dates  to  the  5th  inclusive. 

The  continental  news  is  not  of  much  importance, 
but  the  more  favorable  state  of  money  affairs  in 
England,  and  the  reaction  in  American  tiade  is  re- 
garded as  highly  important  and  interesting. 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Markets.  Cotton.  Money.  In  commercial  and 
money  affairs  prospects  seem  somewhat  brighter, 
although  the  price  of  cotton  after  the  arrival  out  of 
the  Great  Western  had  receded. 

The  Great  Western,  which  left  here  on  the  16th 
November,  reached  Bristol  on  Saturday  morning, 
the  30th,  making  her  trip  in  13J  days.  Letters 
were  received  by  her,  says  the  Liverpool  Price 
Current  of  7th  December,  which  effected  an  imme- 
diate change  in  the  market.  “Several  holders  re- 
ceived orders  by  her  to  effect  sales,  (though  not  we 
imagine  to  any  serious  extent),  and  they  placed 
their  stocks  on  the  market  more  freely  again;  this, 
together  with  more  favorable  accounts  regarding 
the  coming  crops,  now  estimated  at  1,600,000  bales 
at  least,  produced  a decided  alteration,  and  several 
parties  immediately  commenced  selling  at  lower 
rates;  since  which  the  market  has  given  way  to 
the  extent  of  fully  £d.  per  lb.  on  the  currency  of 
last  week  in  American  descriptions.  This  decline 
will  very  likely  induce  the  trade  to  buy  more  con- 
siderably again,  for  it  is  now  understood  that  very 
few  mills  are  working  short  time,  they  having  near- 
ly all  again  resumed  full  work  within  the  last  day 
or  two.  Yesterday  the  market,  though  dull,  was 
not  worse,  and  sales  were  estimated  at  about  3,500 
bales. 

The  resumption  of  full  work  by  the  manufactur- 
ers, and  the  growing  confidence  expressed  in  letters 
and  the  papers,  that  the  worst  was  passed,  will  more 
than  compensate  for  the  temporary  f all  of  cotton. — 
The  prices  were  lower  than  at  the  same  period  of 
the  preceding  year — after  a greatly  diminished  im- 
port; and  it  seems  reasonable  to  infer  that  they 
would  decline  no  further. 

The  Great  Western  carried  out  large  remittances 
in  billsof  exchange  and  in  specie — as  well  as  intelli- 
gence of  the  most  favorable  aspect  of  monetary  af- 
fairs in  this  country  generally.  These  facts,  taken 
in  connection  with  the  abundance  of  the  crops  in 
this  country,  and  the  decline  of  prices,  which  per- 
mitted sales  to  be  made,  gradually  produced  a good 
feeling  in  the  English  markets.  The  sales  of 
American  cottons  were  large — being  22,000  bales 
for  the  week,  but  of  course  at  a decline  of  Jd.  per 
Ib. — a good  symptom,  however,  in  the  present  state 
of  things.  Corn  had  fallen,  but  American  flour  had 
improved  2s.  per  barrel. 

United  States  bank  shares  rose  ten  shillings,  be- 
ing quoted  at  the  last  dates  at  £ 16  10s.  per  share. 
American  state  stock,  issued  by  those  states  whose 
banks  pay  specie,  rose  also  from  two  to  three  per 
cent.  A general  feeling  of  confidence  was  return- 
ing towards  American  commercial  affairs,  in  spite 
of  all  the  opposition  made  to  them  by  the  East  In- 
dia interest.  Mr.  Jaudon  felt  the  benefit  of  these 
events.  It  is  stated  on  competent  authority  by  se- 
veral London  papers,  that  he  had  succeeded  in  ne- 
gotiating an  additional  loan  of  £900,000  sterling 
with  the  Rothschilds,  who  were  to  become  the  Eu- 
ropean agents  of  the  United  States  bank,  Mr.  Jau- 
don being  about  to  return.  Money  was  also  get- 
ting more  plenty,  although  the  Bank  of  England 
had  lowered  the  rate  of  interest.  It  is  true  the  ex- 
changes on  Paris  had  risen  in  London  3-10  of  one 
per  cent,  while  they  were  at  our  last  dates  only  1-10 
of  one  per  cent. — but  it  was  still  believed  that  the 
bullion  in  the  bank  had  increased  to  £3,000,000, 
and  was  still  increasing — the  bank  probably  refus- 
ing to  lower  the  interest,  in  order  to  prevent  specu- 
lation. 

Items.  Parliament  was  to  meet  on  Monday, 
January  16. 

The  queen  is  in  fine  health  and  spirits.  She  is 
highly  delighted  to  think  that  her  approaching  nup- 
tials are  received  so  well  by  all  classes.  She  has 
had  another  lunatic  lover,  named  Stockbridge,  a 
tea  dealer,  who  entered  the  palace  and  swore  he 
was  the  king  of  England. 


The  American  minister  and  Mrs.  Stevenson  had 
returned  from  their  tour  in  the  north  of  England. 

Lord  Duncannon  is  to  succeed  lord  Elrington  as 
viceroy  of  Ireland. 

Sir  John  Colborne  has  been  made  baron  Seaton. 

The  Spanish  count  d’Espange  has  not  been  mur- 
dered after  all. 

Daniel  O’Connell’s  son  Morgan,  has  been  made 
register  of  deeds;  a fat  office. 

The  bishop  of  Litchfield  and  Coventry  is  dead. 

Lord  Kingston  is  dead. 

Lord  Brougham’s  only  child,  his  daughter,  is 
dead. 

Another  match  has  taken  place  between  the 
American  horse  Rafiler,  and  the  great  Glasgow 
mare  for  $351)  to  trot  ten  miles.  The  horse  won 
easy. 

The  tories  are  in  a high  rage  because  the  queen 
has  not  stated  whether  prince  Albert  be  a Pro- 
testant or  not.  This  furnishes  good  long  arguments 
as  to  whether  Victoria,  marrying  a Papist,  and 
turning  Papist,  could  or  could  not  be  ejected  from 
the  throne. 

Lord  Palmerston  has  written  to  the  East  India 
and  China  trade  association,  declining  to  give  the 
intentions  of  government  in  regard  to  affairs  with 
China,  and  stating  that  “the  merchants  must  take 
such  steps  as  they  may  think  proper  to  secure  their 
interests.” 

The  number  of  bankrupts  in  England  and  Wales 
from  November  1,  1833,  to  November  1,  1839,  was 
930. 

A son  of  O’Connell  has  been  performing  at  the 
Colchester  theatre. 

A method  of  printing  stuffs  with  madder  has  been 
found  in  Vienna.  France  offers  30,000  francs  for 
the  discovery. 

During  the  last  three  months  200  fires  have  hap- 
pened in  London,  attended  with  the  loss  of  sixteen 
lives. 

The  French  and  Dutch  governments  are  nego- 
tiating a treaty  of  commerce,  one  of  the  chief  ar- 
tides  of  which  is  to  admit  the  French  colonial  su- 
gars into  Holland  at  a lower  rate  of  duty  than  sugars 
of  any  other  nation. 

In  England  the  chartist  disturbances  seem  at  an 
end,  notwithstanding  occasional  flaming  manifes- 
tos sent  up  from  south  Wales  by  the  correspondents 
of  the  London  papers,  respecting  “intended  ris- 
ings.” 

Sergeant  Wilde  had  been  made  solicitor  general, 
and  his  seat  in  parliament  being  thereby  vacated, 
he  had  again  offered  himself  as  a candidate  for 
Newanc.  He  would  be  opposed  by  another  distin- 
guished barrister  on  the  tory  side,  Mr.  Thessiger, 
and  much  interest  is  expressed  by  the  London  pa- 
pers as  to  the  result.  There  can  be  no  election, 
however,  until  after  parliament  meets,  as  the  new 
writs  of  election  can  then  be  issued. 

The  grain  market  offers  no  promise  to  shipments 
from  the  United  States. 

A trotting  match  for  fifteen  hundred  sovereigns 
($ 7,500 ) was  won  by  the  American  horse  Eob  Lo- 
gic, against  a Birmingham  and  a Glasgow  mare.  The 
distance,  10  miles,  was  trotted  in  40  minutes  and 
3 seconds— no  great  trotting  after  all.  The  Glas- 
gow mare,  though  coming  in  third,  challenged  Bob 
to  a separate  three  mile  heat,  for  70  sovereigns, 
which  Bob  won  almost  without  an  effort. 

London  money  market,  Thursday,  Dec.  5.  A per- 
fect calm  existed  in  all  the  markets;  but  subse- 
quently a sudden  change  for  the  better  took  place. 
Consols  advanced  1-4  per  cent.  Some  of  the  bet- 
ter descriptions  of  American  stocks  have  also  ad- 
vanced from  two  to  three  per  cent,  within  the  last 
day  or  two.  This  may  be  accounted  for  from  a 
better  feeling  existing  on  these  matters  since  the 
arrival  of  the  Great  Western.  [ Chronicle . 

The  U.  S.  bank  stock  has  improved  upon  a state- 
ment of  its  assets  and  liabilities  published  by  Mr. 
Jaudon.  The  stock  is  quoted  at  £16  10s. 

[ llerald . 

Dec.  6th.  U.  S.  bank  stock  remains  the  same. 
Alabama  fives  £ sterling,  80;  Louisiana  do.  do.  87; 
Maryland  sixes,  77;  New'  York  fives  1855,83  1-2; 
Ohio  sixes,  87  1-2;  Pennsylvania  fives,  76;  South 
Carolina  do.  80. 

Dec.  7th,  12  o’clock.  Three  per  cent,  consols 
shut;  do.  for  account,  92  1-2;  3 per  cent,  reduced 
90  1 2a5-8;  3 12  do.  98  5-8a3-4. 
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The  Shalcspeare  Cliff  tunnel.  The  southeastern 
railway  advances;  the  tunnel  through  Shakspeare’s 
Cliff  is  nearly  completed.  There  are  only  two  tun- 
nels on  its  line  of  road,  and  that  through  Shak- 
speare’s Cliff  was  the  most  dreaded  experiment. — 
There  is  now  a passage  (narrow  in  some  parts  it  is 
true)  from  one  side  of  the  cliff  to  the  other,  being 
an  arch,  measuring  three  quarters  of  a mile  in 
length,  cut  in  solid  chalk.  It  is  well  worth  a long 
walk  to  see  the  finished  portion.  One  of  the  gal- 
leries leads  from  the  beach  to  the  main  tunnel, 
which  is  a beautifully  turned  elliptical  arch  of  be- 
tween twenty  and  thirty  feet  in  height.  On  some 
occasions  a blue  light  is  thrown  up  which  produces 
a strange  and  almost  unearthly  effect.  Among  the 
masses  of  chalk  which  compose  the  Dover  hills, 
portions  of  clay  are  found  totally  disconnected, 
either  with  the  surface  of  the  ground,  or  with  each 
other.  The  geologist’s  attention  is  also  excited  by 
the  different  varieties  of  chalk — one  soft,  one  hard, 
perfectly  pure,  one  filled  with  flints,  and  one  with 
organic  remains.  [ Kentish  Times. 

FRANCE. 

The  news  from  Paris  is,  as  usual,  chiefly  made 
up  of  accounts  of  emeuttes,  conspiracies  and  de- 
tails of  political  intrigue.  Many  arrests  have  been 
made  in  consequence  of  the  explosion  of  the  “in- 
fernal machine”  recently  exploded  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  palace  royal,  though  it  is  now  said  that  it 
was  rather  intended  to  frighten  than  hurt. 

Three  persons,  Vilocq,  Bechet  and  Allard,  who 
before  figured  in  republican  plots  have  been  put 
upon  trial  at  Paris,  charged  with  being  concerned 
in  the  production  of  a journal,  called  the  Moniteur 
Republican. 

French  defeat  in  Algiers.  It  appears  that  the 
emir,  Abdel  Kader,  with  the  Arabs  and  native 
troops,  has  declared  war  on  and  defeated  the 
French  army  in  Algiers,  with  considerable  loss.  P 
was  a surprise  and  a severe  and  sanguinary  one,  by 
all  the  accounts  we  read.  Hostilities  commenced 
on  the  17th  Nov.  and  continued  till  the  25th,  the 
date  of  the  marshal’s  latest  despatch.  Success 
almost  uniformly  attended  the  arms  of  the  emir. 
His  troops,  according  to  the  correspondent  of  Ga- 
lignani’s  Messenger,  had  burnt  several  farms,  mas- 
sacred many  people,  and  entirely  swept  away  se- 
veral post3.  It  was  reported  that  they  had  cut  off 
350  heads. 

The  French  papers  breathe  war  and  vengeance. 
The  Moniteur,  (government  paper)  says, 

“War  has  broken  out  in  Algiers.  The  govern- 
ment has  taken  the  measures  required  by  the  digni- 
ty of  France.  Reinforcements  have  been  ordered 
to  Algiers  in  men,  horses  and  material,  and  25,000 
men  will  be  immediately  called  under  arms.” 
Other  journals  add,  “the  58th  and  3d  regiments 
are  ordered  to  Toulon,  and  to  Africa,  with  29 
squadrons,  picked  from  the  different  regiments. 
The  dukes  of  Orleans,  Nemours  and  Aumale,  have 
asked  permission  to  go  to  Algiers.”  The  Messen- 
ger says,  “an  embassy  is  immediately  to  be  sent  to 
the  emperor  of  Morocco  to  intimate  to  him  to  take 
one  side  or  the  other,  and  either  break  with  Abdel 
Kader,  and  preventhis  getting  arms  and  ammunition 
from  Morocco,  or  else  prepare  for  war  with 
France.” 

“Private  letters  from  Algiers  of  the  24th  u It.  de- 
scribe the  plain  adjoining  Algiers  as  in  the  posses- 
sion of  a corps  of  about  4,000  mounted  Arabs.  On 
the  21st  a convoy,  which  left  that  city  for  one  of 
the  camps,  fell  in  with  them,  and  the  38  men  of 
which  its  escort  consisted,  including  three  officers, 
were  all  put  to  the  sword  and  decapitated.  The 
Arabs  attacked  a village  lately  established  in  the 
plain,  killed  42  of  the  colonists,  whose  heads  they 
also  cut  off,  and  set  their  houses  on  fire.  The 
doubtful  tribes  had  all  joined  Abdel  Kader.  Those 
who  remained  faithful  to  the  French  had  their  pro- 
perty plundered  and  destroyed.  Those  of  them 
who  were  fortunate  enough  to  escape  the  carnage 
were  then  encamped  round  the  Maison  Carree.  Two 
regiments  marched  from  Algiers  on  the  24th,  but 
the  inclemency  of  the  weather  added  to  the  disor- 
der, and  paralyzed  the  military  operations.  The 
city  was  exclusively  committed  to  the  protection 
of  the  armed  citizens. 

The  prince  de  Joinville,  in  command  of  the  Belle 
Poule  frigate,  with  two  men-of-war  steamers,  had 
visited  Constantinople,  and  been  presented  to  the 
sultan.  It  was  expected  he  would  pass  the  winter 
at  Peru,  hia  vessels  remaining  in  the  Bosphorus. 

Supply  of  vjalerin  Paris.  The  Presse  states  that 
the  important  question  of  supplying  the  whole  of 
Paris  with  water,  bv  means  of  pipes,  which  has 
been  many  years  under  consideration,  and  frequent- 
ly on  the  point  of  solution,  when  some  official  de- 
lay was  sure  to  be  interposed  to  prevent  the  ac- 
complishment of  so  desirable  an  object,  is  now  so 
advanced  that  the  report  of  M.  Arago,  who  has  been 


charged  by  the  institute  and  the  municipality  to 
examine  the  question,  is  only  waited  for  to  enable 
the  city  of  Paris  to  conclude  with  Mr.  Curtis  of 
London,  a treaty,  the  project  of  which  was  adopted 
in  1837,  since  which  time  Mr.  Curtis  has  constant- 
ly kept  the  stipulated  guarantee  of  two  millions  of 
francs  at  the  disposition  of  the  city,  subject  to  the 
signature  of  the  treaty.  The  Presse  attributes  the 
inferiority  of  the  mortality  in  London  as  compared 
with  Paris,  notwithstanding  its  crowded  population, 
to  its  excellent  arrangements  for  a plentiful  and 
cheap  supply  of  water,  and  anticipates  a similar  re- 
sult for  Paris,  should  the  proposed  treaty  between 
the  municipality  and  Mr.  Curtis  be  carried  into  ef- 
fect. 

Execution  of  Peytel.  The  execution  of  this  mur- 
derer, whose  case  has  excited  the  deepest  interest  in 
France,  took  place  on  Monday,  Nov.  4th,  at  Bourg, 
It  will  be  remembered  that  Peytel  was  a notary  of 
the  town,  who  had  lormerly  been  a distinguished 
member  of  the  Parisian  press,  enjoying  the  friend- 
ship and  acquaintance  of  Lamartine  M.  de  Balzac, 
Jules,  Janin,  and  the  leading  literary  men.  Peytel 
contracted  a marriage  with  a young  lady  of  proper- 
ty, and,  as  there  is  too  much  reason  to  suspect, 
with  the  intention  of  murdering  her  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible to  acquire  her  fortune.  At  his  pressing  inter- 
cession, she  made  a will  in  his  favor,  and  was  five 
months  enciente,  when  she  was  found  assassinated, 
as  also  Peytel’s  domestic,  near  the  bridge  of  An- 
dert.  Peytel  was  not  suspected  for  some  time;  his 
story  was  plausible.  He  said  that  his  servant  shot 
his  wife  in  the  travelling  carriage  and  essayed  to 
kill  him;  but  pursued  by  Peytel,  the  master  dashed 
out  the  domestic’s  brains  with  a hammer.  A long 
train  of  circumstantial  evidence  proved  that  this 
story  was  made  up.  The  excellent  character  of  the 
unfortunate  servant — the  irreconcilable  statement 
of  Peytel  with  the  testimony  of  the  medical  wit- 
nesses as  to  the  nature  ol  his  wife’s  wound  and  sub- 
sequent death,  form  a chain  of  circumstances  which 
brought  the  crime  home  to  Peytel.  The  verdict  of 
the  jury  was  confirmed  by  the  court  of  cassation, 
and  on  Monday  he  was  brought  to  the  scaffold  and 
guillotined. 

Later  from  France.  By  the  ship  Iowa,  Pell,  mas- 
ter, from  Havre,  we  have  Paris  papers  to  8th  ult. 
a little  later  than  by  the  England.  The  Moniterur 
publishes  two  royal  ordonances,  calling  into  service 
25,000  men  of  the  second  class  of  1838;  another  an- 
ticipating a sum  of  20,000,000f.  on  the  revenue  of 
1840,  for  the  extraordinary  expenses  of  the  new  ex- 
pedition to  Algiers — for  which  sum  an  appropriation 
is  to  be  asked  when  the  chambers  rae^t. 

There  is  nothing  later  from  Africa. 

The  annexed  news  is  important,  and  may  further 
complicate  the  affairs  of  the  east. 

Cairo,  Nov.  14. 

I have  only  time  to  announce  to  you  that  the 
Egyptian  army,  commanded  in  Arabia  by  young 
Ibrahim  pasha,  has  just  gained  asignal  victory  over 
the  troops  of  the  iman,  in  the  province  of  Ja- 
seb.  It  is  stated  that  a considerable  number  of  pri- 
soners and  the  town  of  Sanna  have  fallen  into  the 
hands  of  the  victors. 

The  entire  possession  of  the  Yemen  will  bring 
Mehemet  Ali  near  to  the  English  establishment. 

Paris,  Dec.  6th.  Five  per  cents.  1 1 2 f . 50c. — 
Threes,  82f.  30c.  The  report  is  current  that  we 
have  experienced  a fresh  reverse  at  Algiers.  They 
speak  of  1,500  to  1,800  men  being  massacred  bv 
the  Arabs.  This  report,  which  at  the  close  of  ex- 
change hours  had  acquired  a certain  degree  of 
strength,  was  regarded  as  the  principal  cause  of  the 
depression  in  the  funds  to-day. 

The  whole  of  our  brave  army  is  exasperated  at 
hearing  the  account  of  the  murders  committed  on 
our  soldiers  at  Algiers.  Several  regiments  solicit 
the  honor  of  forming  part  of  the  expedition  which 
is  being  prepared. 

SPAIN. 

The  Madrid  dates  are  of  the  20th  Nov.  All 
was  quiet.  The  ministry,  it  was  expected,  woul d 
obtain  a small  majority  in  the  next  cortes  and  be 
able  to  maintain  themselves. 

The  count  d’Espagne,  of  whose  murder  detailed 
accounts  have  been  published,  is  said  to  be  still 
alive;  and  that  the  rumors  of  his  assassination  were 
put  afloat  by  the  Christinos,  in  order  to  throw  odium 
on  their  adversaries,  and  enable  the  count  to  effect 
his  escape. 

TURKEY  AND  EGYPT. 

Constantinople  letters  of  6th  November,  mention 
there  was  every  prospect  of  the  difference  between 
Egypt  and  Turkey  beingspeedily  and  satisfactorily 
arranged.  The  vizier  Redschid  pasha  is  about 
carrying  into  effect  some  new  reforms  in  the  ad- 
ministration and  laws  of  the  Ottoman  empire,  from 
which  the  most  beneficial  results  are  anticipated  to 
the  trade  and  manufactures  of  Turkey.  There  was 


some  talk  of  a loan  being  in  progress  of  negotiation 
for  £5,000,000  sterling,  between  the  porte  and  an 
agent  of  Rothschild,  but  this  did  not  obtain  credence. 

The  hatti  sherilf  lately  promulgated  by  the  Otto- 
man empire,  has  given  great  umbrage  to  the  cabi- 
net of  St.  Petersburg. 

TEXAS. 

The  New  Orleans  Courier  of  the  13th  ult.  says — 
We  have  our  files  of  Texiau  papers  to  the  28th  ult. 
The  president’s  message  is  a long  doenmerit,  of 
which  we  have  already  published  an  outline.  Ge- 
neral health  pervades  the  country.  A new  paper 
has  been  commenced  at  the  capital  called  the  Aus- 
tin City  Gazette,  of  which  Mr.  Whiting  is  proprie- 
tor. A fire  has  already  occurred  at  the  capital  de- 
stroying two  houses  belonging  to  Mr  J.  Burke.  A 
bill  has  been  introduced  in  congress  by  Dr.  Fran- 
cis Moore,  the  editor  of  the  Houston  Telegraph 
imposing  a tax  of  one  thousand  dollars  on  all  per- 
sons retailing  intoxicating  liquors  in  less  quantities 
than  a quart.  It  passed  the  senate  unanimously  and 
would  probably  pass  in  the  house.  The  rev.  Amos 
Roark,  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  church, 
was  elected  chaplain  to  the  senate;  and  rev.  Johu 
Haynie,  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  chap- 
lain to  the  house  of  representatives. 

The  Texas  Typographical  society  on  the  13th 
ult.  met  and  passed  resolutions  expressive  of  their 
respect  for  the  memory  of  the  late  publisher  of  the 
Houston  Morning  Star,  Mr.  E.  Humphreys,  who 
died  at  that  city  of  the  prevailing  epidemic  on 
the  12th  ult.  Mr.  H.  was  formerly  foreman  of  this 
office. 

The  Texas  correspondent  of  the  New  Orleans 
Bulletin  gives  the  annexed  flattering  description 
of  Austin  the  new  capital. 

“The  accommodations  at  the  public  houses  in 
this  city  are  much  better  than  was  anticipated. 
Two  excellent  hotels  are  kept,  one  by  Messrs. 
Spicer  Si  Clark,  and  the  other  by  Mr.  R.  Bullock. 
Both  of  these  houses  are  conducted  strictly  on  tem- 
perance principles.  No  bar  is  kept,  nor  is  any  in- 
toxicating liquors  furnished  at  either  house. 

I “This  city  is  beautifully  situated  in  a picturesque 
country,  at  the  foot  of  the  Cordillaras  mountains, 
about  120  miles  from  the  coast.  I,t  is  on  the  Colo- 
rado rivet,  and  it  is  thought  the  stream  will  be  na- 
vigable to  this  point  by  steamboats.  No  produce 
having  been  raised  this  high  up,  there  has  been  no 
inducements  offered  thus  far  for  commercial  enter- 
prise. 

“The  city  was  laid  off  in  May  last;  Jhe  first  sale 
of  lots  occurred  in  August.  It  now  contains  a po- 
pulation of  1,500.  A .Sabbath  school  was  orga- 
nized 1st  of  September,  and  has  ever  since  been  in 
successful  operation.  A Presbyterian  church  was 
organized  on  Sabbath,  13tb  of  October,  and  a Me- 
thodist church  on  the  next  Sabbath  thereafter. 
The  city  is  improving  with  astonishing  rapidity  in 
every  respect.  It  is  intended  to  make  it  the  “seat 
of  science  and  the  residence  of  the  muses.” 

Later  from  Texas.  The  steamer  Columbia  ar- 
rived at  New  Orleans  on  the  10tn  instant,  bringing 
Texas  dates  to  the  5th  inst.  The  only  news  of  in- 
terest is  the  following: 

Lieutenant  Turner  of  the  Galveston  volunteers, 
had  just  returned  from  San  Antonio.  He  states 
“that  the  company,  with  the  whole  of  col.  Karnes’ 
command,  was  at  San  Antonio  when  he  left.  Capt. 
Wilson’s  company  had  lost  but  one  man,  Wm.  R. 
Sisty,  who  accidentally  shot  himself.  James  Has- 
kins had  been  wounded  in  the  same  way,  but  is  re- 
covering. They  had  an  engagement  with  a party 
of  Cumanches,  on  Nov.  2 — killed  ten  of  them,  took 
one  prisoner,  besides  41  horses  and  mules.  -Some 
of  the  Houston  volunteers  talk  of  joining  the  fede- 
ral party  in  Mexico,  when  their  term  of  enlistment 
expires.  The  Galveston  volunteers  are  better  aware 
of  what  is  their  duty.  The  majority  were  to  return 
to  their  homes  in  a few  days.  An  expedition  was 
soon  to  leave  Austin  for  the  higher  waters  of  the 
Colorado.  The  object  appears  to  be  to  chastise  the 
Cumanches,  and  explore  the  country. 

The  news  from  Mexico  is  that  col.  Ross  is  now 
marching  through  the  country  at  the  head  of  about 
2,000  men,  and  his  numbers  are  daily  increasing. 
He  has  also  taken  two  Mexican  towns,  and  in  the 
first  engagement  about  300  prisoners,  including 
several  officers.  The  federalists  recommended  the 
indiscriminate  slaughter  of  the  prisoners,  to  which 
col.  Ross  objected;  the  whole  number  then  imme- 
diately joined  the  federal  army;  the  officers  were 
set  at  liberty  on  paroje.  The  federalists  of  the 
province  of  Durango  were  also  rising,  and  as  soon 
as  organized  are  expected  to  join  the  main  body 
under  col.  Ross. 

The  senate  of  Texas  had  refused  to  confirm  the 
nomination  of  the  hon.  Richard  Dunlap,  as  minister 
plenipotentiary  to  the  United  States,  and  he  will, 
therefore,  be  immediately  recalled. 
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Appointments.  The  following  is  a list  of  the  ap- 
pointments made  by  the  president  and  confirmed  by 
the  senate: 

James  Webb,  attorney  general;  Charles  Mason, 
1st  auditor;  F.  VV.  Ogden,  district  attorney,  1st  judi- 
cial district;  J.  R.  Reid,  district  attorney,  2d  judi- 
cial district;  gen.  M.  Hunt,  commissioner  to  run 
the  boundary  line  between  Texas  and  the  United 
States;  George  W.  Smyth,  surveyor  to  the  boundary 
line;  Hamilton  P.  Bee,  clerk  to  the  same;  Joseph  B. 
Brown,  consul  at  Key  West,  U.  S.;  Walter  Smith, 
consul  at  Mobile  U.  S.;  Thos.  A Dexter,  consul  at 
Boston,  U.  S.;  R.  L . Anderson,  collector  of  customs 
at  San  Augustine. 

CANADA. 

The  union  of  the  two  Canadas.  The  resolutions 
proposed  by  Mr.  Sullivan,  the  solicitor  general,  in 
favor  of  a reunion  of  the  two  provinces,  have  pass- 
ed the  legislative  council  of  Upper  Canada  by  a 
vote  of  14  to  S — coupled  with  “an  humble  address 
to  her  majesty,”  praying  among  other  things  (in 
the  event  of  the  union  being  carried  into  effect  by 
parliament)  that  the  seat  of  the  united  government 
and  legislature  be  at  some  place  within  the  present 
limits  of  Upper  Canada,  convenient  of  access  to  the 
inhabitants  of  both  provinces — that  the  permanency 
of  the  seats  of  members  of  the  legislative  council, 
and  the  power  given  to  the  sovereign  to  make  those 
seats  hereditary,  remain  as  they  now  are  under  the 
act  of  George  III — that  there  be  a qualification  re- 
quired of  members  of  the  house  of  assembly,  “nei- 
ther so  high  as  greatly  to  limit  the  choice  of  the 
electors,  nor  so  low  as  to  introduce  into  that  body 
persons  having  but  little  pecuniary  interest  in  the 
colony,  nor  properly  qualified  in  other  respects” — 
that  provision  be  made  for  the  “ enregislralion  of 
voters,  and  holding  the  elections” — that  “all  writ- 
ten proceedings  of  the  legislative  council  and  as- 
sembly shall  be  in  the  English  language,  and  none 

other” — that  “at  the  end  of  the  space  of years, 

all  debates  in  the  legislative  council,  or  assembly, 
shall  be  carried  on  in  the  English  language,  and 
none  other,”  and  that  “a  new  division  of  the  coun- 
ties of  Lower  Canada  be  made  by  the  imperial 
government,  so  as  to  secure  a due  proportion  of  the 
representation  in  the  united  legislature  to  the 
British  inhabitants  of  Lower  Canada.” 

In  the  house  of  assembly,  the  two  first  of  the  re- 
solutions approving  of  the  reunion  upon  the  terms 
expressed  in  the  message  of  the  governor  general, 
were  adopted  on  the  16th  inst.;  the  second,  which 
regards  an  equal  representation  of  each  province  in 
the  united  legislature,  after  being  debated  at  great 
length,  by  a majority  of  29  to  21. 

The  Montreal  Gazette  of  the  24th,  thus  speaks  of 
this  result: 

“This  decision  augurs  well  lor  a concurrence  in 
the  wdiole  series  of  resolutions — the  two  first  being 
the  most  important,  and  the  remaining  two  having 
only  relation  to  points,  with  regard  to  which  little 
or  no  difference  of  opinion  can  possibly  be  enter- 
tained in  Upper  Canada — the  civil  list,  and  the 
charging  of  the  debts  of  Upper  Canada,  for  public 
works,  to  the  joint  revenue  of  the  united  province. 
Thus,  happily,  no  impediment  will  be  thrown  in 
the  way  of  the  reunion  of  the  legislature  of  Upper 
Canada,  in  as  far  as  regards  the  principle  of  the 
measure.  And,  in  truth,  after  a careful  perusal 
of  the  debates  in  both  houses,  in  as  far  as  they  have 
reached  us,  we  must  confess  it  appears  to  ns  that 
no  serious  objections  were  ever  urged  against  that 
principle.  The  whole  difficulty  seems  to  have  re- 
lated solely  to  the  details  of  the  measure.” 

But  whatever  the  feeling  in  such  quarters  and 
in  Upper  Canada,  in  regard  especially  to  charging 
the  debts  of  U.  C.  upon  the  united  province,  the 
Quebec  Gazette  holds  other  language.  It  regards 
the  proposition  very  much  in  the  light  in  which  the 
Barings’  suggestion  touching  the  assumption  by 
Uncle  Sam  of  the  state  debts,  has  been  viewed  by 
the  democratic  press  in  “the  states.”  In  reference 
to  a remark  of  the  solicitor  general,  in  the  course 
of  a speech  in  favor  of  the  reunion,  that  “it  was 
evident  to  him  that  the  only  means  of  discharging 
our  obligations,  of  faithfully  satisfying  the  public 
creditor,  was  by  uniting  Upper  to  Lower  Canada, 
whose  surplus  revenue  alone  could  enable  us  to  re- 
deem our  obligations ” — the  Quebec  Gazette  says: 
“To  all  this,  the  holders  of  these  obligations,  or  de- 
bentures, in  London,  Upper  Canada,  and  elsewhere, 
to  the  amount  of  a million  and  a quarter  of  pounds 
at  interest,  together  with  the  expectants  of  another 
million  already  appropriated  or  promised,  and  their 
respective  friends  and  connexions  say  amen!” 

P.  S.  Since  the  above  was  written  we  learn  that 
the  whole  series  of  union  resolutions,  providing  for 
the  equal  representation  of  both  provinces,  perma- 
nent civil  list,  and  the  joint  assumption  of  the  pub- 
lic debt,  were  agreed  to  in  the  house  of  assembly, 
by  a majority  of  13.  [ Albany  Argus , January  3.  , 
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Appointments  by  the  president,  by  and  with  the 
advice  ami  consent  of  the  senate.  John  P.  Anderson, 
to  be  attorney  of  the  United  States  for  the  western 
district  of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  place  of  Benjamin 
Patton,  resigned. 

Arnold  Plumer,  to  be  marshal  of  the  United  States 
for  the  western  district  of  Pennsylvania,  in  the 
place  of  Seth  Salisbury. 

James  Points,  to  be  marshal  of  the  United  States 
for  the  western  district  of  Virginia,  from  the  13th 
day  of  January,  1840,  when  his  present  commission 
will  expire. 

Collectors  of  the  customs. 

John  D.  McCrate,  Wiscasset,  Me.  from  the  6th 
of  January,  1840,  when  his  present  commission 
will  expire. 

Alexander  W.  Wylly,  district  of  Brunswick,  Ga. 
vice  J.  N.  McIntosh,  resigned 

Charles  C.  P.  Hunt,  district  of  Miami,  Ohio,  from 
the  13th  inst.  when  his  present  commission  will 
expire. 

John  W.  Dough,  district  of  Teche,  Louisiana, 
from  30th  ult.  vice  Edwin  L.  Cockle,  deceased. 

Land  officers — registers. 

John  Miller,  Batesville,  Arkansas,  vice  Isaac 
Folsom,  whose  commission  will  expire  on  the  30th 
instant. 

Win,  W.  Stevenson,  Little  Rock,  Arkansas,  from 
31st  inst.  vice  Samuel  L.  Rutherford,  who  declines 
a reappointment. 

Christopher  H.  Dabbs,  Ouachita,  Louisiana,  vice 
Andrew  A.  Roland,  resigned. 

James  McGoffin,  St.  Stephens,  Alabama,  from 
31st  ult.  when  his  late  commission  expired. 

Alanson  Saltinarsh,  Cahaba,  Alabama,  from  24th 
of  February,  1840,  when  his  present  commission 
will  expire. 

Receivers. 

J.  W.  Borden,  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana,  vice  John 
Spencer,  whose  commission  will  expire  On  the  30th 
instant. 

Stephen  R.  Rowan,  Shawneetown,  Illinois,  from 
31st  inst.  when  his  present  commission  will  expire. 

Felix  G.  Allen,  Jackson,  Missouri,  vice  Ralph 
Guild,  whose  commission  will  expire  on  the  3 1st 
instant. 

D.  J.  Chapman,  Bateville,  Arkansas,  vice  Aaron 
W.  Lyon,  whose  commission  will  expireon  the  31st 
instant. 

Anthony  W.  Rabb,  Washington,  Mississippi, 
from  31st  ultimo,  when  his  late  commission  expired. 

John  Vaughan,  esq.  yesterday  resigned  the  vari- 
ous vice  consulships  held  by  him  for  a very  long 
period.  Sweden  and  Norway,  Portugal,  Austria 
and  Brazil,  were  all  represented  in  this  city  by  Mr. 
V aughan.  Richard  Seldner,  esq.  has  been  appoint- 
ed vice  consul  of  Sweden  and  Norway.  John  De- 
vereux,  esq.  the  same  for  Brazil;  and  Daniel  J. 
Desmond,  esq.  has  received  the  appointment  of 
consular  agent  for  Portugal,  and  will  exercise  the 
functions  of  vice  consul  for  that  government.  We 
shall  notify  the  appointment  of  the  Austrian  consu- 
lar agent  in  a few  days.  [Phil.  Gaz. 

Treasury  notes.  Treasury  department,  January  1, 
1840.  Amount  of  treasury  notes  issued  under  the 
provisions  of  the  acts  of  12th  October,  1837,  21st 
May,  1838  and  2nd  March,  1839  $19,567,086  22 

Of  this  amount,  there  has  been 

redeemed  16,808,750  92 


Leaving  the  amount  outstanding  $2,758,335  30 

Levi  Woodbury,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 
We  have  obtained  from  the  custom  house  in  this 
city,  the  following  statement  of  the  duties  on  im- 
ports for  the  three  quarters  of  the  year  ending  30th 
September,  1839. 

Total  $12,194,155  02 

1st  quarter  $4,309,500  21 

2nd  “ 3,688,864  42 

3rd  « 4,195,790  39 

12,194,155  02 

Amount  of  three  1st 
quarters  of  1838  7,778,813  85 

7,778,813  85 


Difference  in  favor  of  1839  $4,415,341  17 

[New  York  Evening  Post. 

The  tariff.  Another  reduction  of  duties  takes 
effect  to-day,  under  the  provisions  of  the  compro- 
mise act.  The  change  is  thus  officially  announced 
to  the  collectors  of  customs  by  the  treasury  depart- 
ment: 

First  comptroller’s  office,  Dec.  30,  1839. 

The  collectors  of  the  customs  are  reminded  of  that 
portion  of  the  compromise  act  of  the  2d  of  March, 
1833,  providing  for  the  abatement  of  an  additional 
tenth  of  the  excess  over  the  ad  valorem  duty  of  20 
percent,  and  which,  in  its  operation  from  and  after 
the  thirty-first  day  of  December  of  the  present  year. 


until  the  thirty-first  day  of  December,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  forty  one,  presents  the  following  scale  of 
reduction: 

Articles  subject  to  an  ad  valorem  of 

25  to  pay  23  per  cent. 

Do.  do.  30  do.  26  per  cent. 

Do.  do.  35  do.  29  per  cent. 

Do.  do.  40  do.  32  per  cent. 

Do.  do.  45  do.  35  per  cent. 

Do  do.  50  do.  38  per  cent. 

J.  N.  Barker,  comptroller. 

The  Philadelphia  North  American  of  yesterday 
has  the  following  paragraph  on  the  subject: 

Reduction  of  duties.  The  reduction  of  duties  on 
foreign  merchandise  imported  from  and  alter  this 
day,  (December  31 ),  isonly  one-tenth  of  the  excess 
of  the  amount  of  duty  charged  by  the  tariff  of  1832 
above  20  per  cent.  Thus  the  duty  on  woollens, 
which  was  fixed  in  1832  at  50  per  cent,  was  by  Mr. 
Clay’s  compromise  bill,  reduced  as  follows,  being  3 
per  cent,  every  two  years: 

1833,  December  31,  47 

1835,  “ 44 

1837,  “ 41 

1839,  “ 38 


After  December  31, 1841,  the  duty  will  be  29  per 
cent,  and  six  months  thereafter  20  per  cent. — the 
lowest  rate. 

Bank  of  the  United  States.  The  following  per- 
sons were  on  Monday  elected  directors  of  the  U.  S. 
Bank  for  the  ensuing  year,  in  place  of  the  retiring 
members: — Lawrence  Lewis,  John  R.  Neff,  Robert 
Taylor,  George  Handy  and  Jas.  Martin.  The  re- 
tiring members  were  Messrs.  C.  Hickman,  Caleb 
Cope,  J.  J.  Vanderkeinp,  John  Bohlen  and  Am- 
brose White.  All  the  members  of  the  old  board, 
with  the  exception  of  the  five  old  members  above 
enumerated,  have  been  re-elected.  But  one  ticket 
was  brought  forward. 

National  medical  convention.  The  third  decen- 
nial national  medical  convention,  lor  the  revision  of 
the  Pharmacopoeia  of  the  United  States,  assembled 
in  the  City  Hall,  Washington,  on  the  1st  Jan.  1840. 

The  following  medical  societies  and  colleges 
were  represented  in  the  convention,  viz:  The 

Rhode  Island  Medical  society;  the  New  Jersey  Me- 
dical society;  the  College  of  Physicians  of  Philadel- 
phia; the  University  of  Pennsylvania;  the  Jefferson 
Medical  college;  the  Delaware  Medical  society;  the 
Washington  University  of  Baltimore;  the  Medical 
and  Chirurgical  Faculty  of  Maryland;  the  Medical 
society  of  the  District  of  Columbia;  the  Columbian 
Medical  college;  the  Vincennes  Medical  society  of 
Indiana,  and  the  Georgia  Medical  society.  The 
credentials  of  the  delegations  from  the  White  Moun- 
tains’ Medical  society  of  Vermont,  from  the  Medi- 
cal society  of  New  Hampshire,  from  the  Albany 
Medical  society,  and  from  the  College  of  Physicians 
and  Surgeons  of  Lexington,  Kentucky,  were  pre- 
sented by  the  president,  but  the  delegates  were  pre- 
vented from  attending. 

The  convention  elected  Lewis  Condict,  M.  D.  of 
New  Jersey,  president;  George  B.  Wood,  M.  D.  of 
Philadelphia,  vice  president;  N.  W.  Worthington, 
M.  D.  of  Georgetown,  D.  C.  secretary;  Harvey 
Lindsly,  M.  D.  of  Washington  city,  assistant  secre- 
tary. 

The  chief  object  of  the  convention  being  the  re- 
vision and  emendation  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  of 
1830,  this  subject  engaged  its  attention  primarily, 
and  after  mature  deliberation  and  a free  interchange 
of  opinion  among  the  delegates  from  different  parts 
of  the  union,  the  convention  referred  to  a committee 
of  seven  members  all  the  documents  in  its  posses- 
sion, with  instructions  carefully  to  revise,  prepare, 
and  publish  the  Pharmacopoeia  of  the  United 
States  for  1840,  under  the  authority  of  this  conven- 
tion. 

Arrangements  were  also  made  for  the  assembling 
of  the  fourth  decennial  convention  in  Washington, 
on  the  first  Monday  in  May,  1850. 

Other  business  of  great  interest  to  the  medical 
profession  of  the  country  was  transacted;  and  a zeal 
for  the  extension  of  medical  science,  together  with 
a spirit  of  generous  cordiality,  was  manifested  by  the 
delegates,  which  must  contribute  greatly  to  secure 
the  objects  of  the  convention. 

Having  passed  votes  of  thanks  to  the  officers  of 
the  convention,  and  to  the  board  of  aldermen  for 
the  use  of  their  room,  the  convention,  after  a ses- 
sion of  three  days,  adjourned.  [Nat.  Intel. 

The  cotton  crop  of  the  United  States.  As  the  pe- 
riod is  rapidly  approaching  when  we  shall  be  able 
to  form  something  like  a definite  idea  as  to  the  ac- 
tual state  of  the  cotton  crop  of  the  United  States 
for  1839,  as  compared  with  former  years,  the  pre- 
sent information  within  our  reach  upon  the  subject 
will,  no  doubt,  be  looked  upon  with  interest.  The 
crop  of  the  year  ending  September  30,  1838,  was 
1,801,497  bales.  The  total  crop  this  year  is  now 
eslimated  at  1,365,698  bales.  Decrease,  435,799. 
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Consumption. 

Total  crop  of  the  United  States, 

as  above  stated,  Bales  1,365,698 

Add- 

Stocks  on  hand  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  year,  ( 1st  Oct  1838), 

In  the  southern  ports  24,665 

In  the  northern  ports  15,735 

40,400 


Make  a supply  of  1,406,098 

Deduct  there  from — 

The  export  to  foreign 
ports,  1,072,404 

Less  Texas  and  other 

foreign,  included,  4,625 

1,067,779 

Stock  on  hand  at  the 
close  of  the  year 
(1st  Oct.  1839): 

In  the  southern  ports  31,301 

In  the  northern  ports  20,460 

51,761 

Burnt  and  lost  at  New 

Orleans  2,049 

do.  Mobile  1,195 

do.  Darien  316 

3,560 

1,123,100 


Quantity  consumed  by  and  in  hands 


of  manufacturers, 

1838—9 

282,998 

Do. 

do. 

do. 

1837—8 

246,063 

Do. 

do. 

do. 

1836—7 

222,-540 

Do. 

do. 

do. 

1835—6 

236,733 

Do. 

do. 

do. 

1834—5 

216,888 

Do. 

do. 

do. 

1833—4 

196,413 

Do. 

do. 

do. 

1832—3 

194,412 

Do. 

do. 

do. 

1831—2 

173,800 

Do. 

do. 

do. 

1830—1 

182,142 

Do. 

do. 

do. 

1829-30 

126,512 

It  will  be  observed,  by  the  above  statement,  that 
there  is  a decrease  in  the  crop  compared  with  the 
preceding  year  of  435,799  bales;  but  if  we  deduct 
150,000  bales  included  in  that  year,  which  were 
believed  to  have  belonged  to  the  previous  year,  the 
actual  difference  of  this  year  compared  with  the 
last  will  be  2S5.799  bales.  The  estimate  of  the 
quantity  taken  for  consumption  does  not  include 
any  cotton  manufactured  in  the  states  south  and 
west  of  Virginia,  nor  any  in  that  state,  except  in 
the  vicinity  of  Petersburg,  Virginia. 

These  statistical  details  are  derived  from  the  prices 
current  of  New  York  and  the  prices  current  of  New 
Orleans. 

We  subjoin,  also,  the  following  valuable  table  of 
the  exports  of  the  year  ending  the  30th  of  last  Sep- 
tember. 


Great  Britain, 
France, 

North  of  Europe, 
Other  foreign  ports. 


797,506  bales 
240,446  “ 

21,517  “ 
12,935  “ 


Total,  1,072,404 

Exports  for  the  year  ending  September  30,  1838- 
Great  Britain,  1,165,155  bales 

France,  321,480  “ 

North  of  Europe,  68,099  « 

Other  foreign  ports,  25,895  “ 


Total,  1,575,629 

[Penn.  Inquirer. 

As  an  illustration  of  the  effect  which  quantity  has 
on  prices,  we  give  below  the  number  of  millions  of 
pounds  of  cotton  exported  in  each  year  from  1819 
to  1838,  and  also  the  average  price.  Our  authori- 
ties for  all  the  years  preceding  1836,  are  the  letter 
of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  dated  February 
26,  1836,  and  the  annual  reports  on  commerce  and 


navigation  for  1836-’37  and  ’38: 


Year. 

Pounds  exported. 

Price  per  pound. 

1819 

88,000,000 

24  cents. 

1820 

128,000,000 

17 

1821 

124,000,000 

16 

1822 

144,000,000 

16  1-2 

1823 

173,000,000 

11 

1824 

142,000,000 

15 

1825 

176,000,000 

21 

1826 

204,000,000 

11 

1827 

294,000,000 

9 1-2 

1828 

210,000,000 

10  1-2 

1829 

264,000,000 

10 

1830 

298,000,000 

10 

1831 

277,000,000 

9 1-4 

1832 

322,000,000 

10 

1833 

324,000,000 

11 

1834 

384,000,000 

13 

1835 

386,000,000 

16  1-2 

1836 

423,000,000 

16  1-8 

1837 

334,000,000 

14  1-1 

1838 

595,000*000 
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In  common  with  every  other  article,  the  price  of 
cotton  is  affected  by  the  amount  of  currency,  the 
state  of  commercial  credit,  and  all  that  variety  of 
causes  and  circumstances  included  under  those 
comprehensive  terms,  “supply  and  demand.”  In 
1821  the  quantity  exported  was  4 million  pounds  less 
than  in  the  preceding  year,  and  the  price  fell  one 
cent  per  pound.  This  was  owing  to  the  difficulties 
in  England,  consequent  on  the  renewal  of  specie 
payments.  In  the  following  year,  these  difficulties 
having  been  in  some  degree  surmounted,  the  price 
of  cotton  rose  one-half  cent  per  pound,  in  the  face 
of  an  increased  export.  In  1825,  the  exports  ex- 
ceeded those  ofl824,  by  thirty-four  million  pounds, 
and  yet  the  price  rose  six  cents  per  pound.  This 
was  owing  to  the  excess  of  paper  issues  in  both 
England  and  in  the  United  States.  The  necessary 
consequence  was  felt  in  the  following  year,  in  an 
increase  of  exports,  and  a fall  in  the  price  of  cotton 
of  ten  cents  a pound! 

Making  allowances  in  this  way  for  the  effect 
which  currency  and  other  causes  have  on  prices,  it 
will  be  found  that,  proceeding  from  year  to  year,  as 
the  quantity  exported  was  increased  the  price  was 
diminished;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  as  the  quantity 
exported  was  diminished,  the  price  was  enhanced. 
This  is  no  new  discovery,  it  is  true;  but  when  in- 
terested men  are  ascribing  variations  in  the  price  of 
cotton  to  every  cause  but  the  right  one,  it  becomes 
necessary  to  call  their  attention  to  the  A,  B,  C,  of 
political  economy.  They  are  now  calling  for  a 
Bank  of  the  United  States  to  regulate  the  Bank  of 
England,  and  thereby  the  price  of  cotton!  How 
the  two  banks  together  regulated  the  price  of  cot- 
ton, may  be  seen  by  the  above  table.  They  raised 
it  six  cents  a pound  in  one  year,  that  it  might  fall 
ten  cents  in  the  next.  The  Bank  of  the  United 
States  has  now,  by  the  stimulus  it  has  given  to  the 
over-production  of  cotton,  diminished  the  aggregate 
value  by  increasing  the  quantity;  and  the  more  it 
interferes  in  this  business,  the  worse  must  ultimate- 
ly be  the  condition  of  the  cotton  planters,  in  parti- 
cular, and  the  country  in  general.  [Globe. 

ARMY. 

General  orders.  No.  67.  Adjutant  generals  office, 
Washington,  November  11,  1839. 

I.  Promotions  and  appointments  in  the  army  of 
the  United  States,  since  the  publication  of  “gene- 
ral orders”  No.  56,  of  Nov.  1,  1839. 

Quartermaster’s  department. 

Major  Thomas  F.  Hunt,  quartermaster,  to  be  de- 
puty quartermaster  general,  with  the  rank  oflieut. 
colonel,  8th  Nov.  1839,  vice  Brant,  resigned. 

Captain  Samuel  McE.ee,  assistant  quartermaster, 
to  be  quartermaster,  with  the  rank- of  major,  8th 
Nov.  1839,  vice  Hunt,  promoted. 

1st  lieut.  Abram  C.‘ Myers,  of  the  4th  infantry, 
to  be  assistant  quartermaster,  with  the  rank  of  cap- 
tain, 21st  Nov.  1839,  vice  McCrabb  deceased. 

1st  lieut.  Samuel  L.  Plummer,  of  the  1st  infan- 
try, to  be  assistant  quartermaster,  with  the  rank  of 
captain,  22d  Nov.  1839,  vice  McRee  promoted. 

1st  lieut.  W.  M.  D.  McKissack,  of  the  5th  in- 
fantry, to  be  assistant  quartermaster,  with  the  rank 
of  captain,  19th  Dec.  1839,  vice  Peyton  deceased. 

Pay  department. 

Benjamin  Walker,  captain  of  the  3d  infantry,  to 
be  paymaster,  17th  Dec.  1839,  vice  Forsyth  dis- 
missed. 

Eugene  Yan  Ness,  of  the  state  of  New  York,  to 
be  paymaster,  18th  Dec.  1839,  vice  Lytle  deceased. 

Corps  of  engineers. 

2d  lieut.  James  H.  Trapier,  to  be  1st  lieut.  1st 
July,  1839. 

2d  lieut.  Stenhen  H.  Campbell,  to  be  1st  lieut.  1st 
July,  1839. 

2d  lieut.  J.  M.  Scarritt,  to  be  1st  lieut.  1st  July, 
1839. 

Ordnance  department. 

2d  lieut.  Lewis  A.  B.  Walbach,  to  be  1st  lieut. 
16th  Nov.  1839,  vice  Temple  resigned. 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  Franklin  D.  Callender,  to  be  2d 
lieut.  16th  Nov.  1839,  vice  Walbach  promoted. 

Second  regiment  of  dragoons. 

1st.  lieut.  Geo.  A.  H.  Blake,  to  be  captain  3d 
Dec.  1839,  vice  Bryant  resigned. 

2d  lieut.  Win.  J.  Hardee,  to  be  1st  lieut.  3d  Dec. 
1839,  vice  Blake  promoted. 

Ephraim  M.  Thayer,  of  the  state  of  Ohio,  to  be 
2d  lieut.  29th  Dec.  1839. 

Second  regiment  of  artillery. 

2d  lieut.  Arnold  E.  Jones,  to  be  1st  lieut.  12th 
Nov.  1S39,  vice  Peyton  deceased. 

Arthur  B.  Lansing,  late  lieut.  1st  artillery,  to  be 
2d  lieut.  13th  Nov.  183.9. 

Third  regiment  of  artillery. 

2d  lieut.  W.  A.  Brown,  to  be  1st  lieut.  6th  Nov, 
1839,  vice  Rodney  deceased. 


2d  lieut.  Henry  A.  Burton,  to  be  1st  lieut.  10th 
Nov.  1839,  vice  Poole  deceased. 

First  regiment  of  infantry. 

Brevet  major  Greerdeaf  Dearborn,  captain  of  the 
2d  infantry,  to  be  major  27th  Nov.  1839,  vice  Gar- 
land promoted. 

1st  lieut.  Sidney  Burbank,  to  be  captain  8th  Nov. 
1839,  vice  McRee  promoted  quartermaster. 

1st.  lieut.  Seth  Eastman,  to  be  captain  12t,h  Nov. 
1839,  vice  Barker  deceased. 

2d  lieut.  W.  E.  Prince,  to  be  1st  lieut.  8th  Nov. 
1839,  vice  Burbank  promoted. 

2d  lieut.  S.  E.  Muse,  to  be  1st  lieut.  12th  Nov. 
1839,  vice  Eastman  promoted. 

2d  lieut.  G.  W.  T.  Wood,  to  be  1st  lieut.  16Ih 
Nov.  1839,  vice  Storer  resigned. 

John  C.  Terrett,  of  the  state  of  Virginia,  to  be 
2d  lieut.  16th  Nov.  1639. 

Benjamin  H.  Arthur,  of  the  state  of  Vermont, 
to  be  2d  lieut.  1st  Dec.  1839. 

Second  regiment  of  infantry. 

Major  Bennet  Riley,  of  the  4th  infantry,  to  be 
lieut.  colonel,  1st  Dec.  1S39,  vice  Cummings  pro- 
moted. 

1st  lieut.  A.  Riviere  Hetzel,  to  be  captain  27th 
Nov,  1839,  vice  Dearborn  promoted. 

2d  lieut.  Charles  E.  Woodruff,  to  be  1st  lieut. 
27th  Nov.  1839,  vice  Hetzel  promoted. 

R.  J.  Powell,  of  the  state  of  North  Carolina,  to 
be  2d  lieut.  1st  Dec.  1839. 

Third  regiment  of  infantry. 

1st  lieut.  Nathaniel  C.  Macrae,  to  be  captain  18th 
December,  1839,  vice  Walker  appointed  paymas- 
ter. 

2d  lieut.  Josiah  PI.  Vose.  jr.  to  be  1st  lieutenant 
18th  Dec.  1839,  vice  Macrae  promoted. 

Robt.  D.  Stephen,  of  the  state  of  Virginia,  to  be 
2d  lieut.  30th  Dec.  1839. 

Fourth  regiment  of  infantry. 

Lieut,  col.  Alex.  Cummings,  of  the  2d  infantry, 
to  be  col.  IstDec.  1839,  vice  Cutler  resigned. 

Major  John  Garland,  of  the  1st  infantry,  to  be 
lieut.  col.  27th  Nov.  1839,  vice  Foster  deceased. 

Brevet  maj.  Thos.  Staniford,  capt.  8th  infantry, 
to  be  major  1st  Dec.  1839,  vice  Riley  promoted. 

2d  lieut.  M.  C.  M.  Hammond,  to  be  1st  lieutenant 
7th  Nov.  1839,  vice  McCrabb  deceased. 

Granville  D.  Haller,  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania, 
to  be  2d  lieut.  17th  Nov.  1839. 

Wm.  Brownwell,  of  the  state  of  Connecticut,  to 
be  2d  lieutenant  31st  Dec.  1839. 

Eighth  regiment  of  infantry. 

1st  lieut.  Edmund  A.  Ogden,  to  be  captain  1st 
Dec.  1839,  vice  Staniford  promoted. 

2d  lieut  Lucius  O’Brien,  to  be  1st  lieutenant  1st 
Dec.  1839,  vice  Ogden  promoted. 

Grafton  D.  Hanson,  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
to  be  2d  lieut.  1st  Dec.  1839. 

II.  Casualties. 

Resignations — Col.  Enos  Cutler,  4th  infantry, 
30tb  Nov.  1839.  Lieut,  col.  Joshua  B.  Brant,  de- 
puty quartermaster  general,  7th  Nov.  1839.  Capt. 
Thomas  S.  Bryant,  2d  dragoons,  2d  Dec.  1839.  1st 
lieut.  W.  H.  Storer,  1st  infantry,  15th  Nov.  1839 
1st  lieut.  R.  E.  Temple,  ordnance,  15th  Nov.  1839. 

Deaths — Brevet  col.  Wm.  S.  Foster,  4th  infan- 
try, at  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana,  26th  Nov.  1839. 
Capt.  Thomas  Barker,  1st.  infantry,  Tampa  Bay, 
Florida,  11th  Nov.  1839.  Capt.  R.  H.  Peyton,  as- 
sistant quartermaster,  Tampa  Bay,  Florida,  11th 
Nov.  1839.  Capt.  John  W.  McCrabb,  assistant 
quartermaster,  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  6th  Nov. 
1839.  1st  lieut.  Benj.  Poole,  3d  artillery,  St.  Au- 
gustine, Florida,  9th  Nov.  1839.  1st  lieut.  James 
M.  Bowman,  1st  dragoons,  Fort  Wayne,  Arkansas, 
21st  July,  1839.  1st  lieut,  Geo.  C.  Rodney,  3d  ar- 
tillery, St.  Augustine,  Florida,  51  h Nov.  1839.  2d 
lieut.  Constant  Freeman,  4th  inlantry,  Fort  Wayne, 
Arkansas,  17th  Nov.  1839.  2d  lieut.  R.  S.  Jen- 
nings, 3d  artillery,  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  12th 
Nov.  1839.  Paymaster  John  S.  Lytle,  New  York, 
10th  Dec.  1839. 

Dismissed—  Paymaster  R.  A.  Forsyth,  6th  Dec. 
1839. 

Ill — The  officers  promoted  and  appointed  will 
report  according  to  their  promotion  and  appoint- 
ments,  and  join  their  proper  stations,  regiments  or 
companies,  without  delay.  The  second  lieutenants 
and  the  officers  on  detached  service,  or  acting  un- 
der special  orders,  will  report  by  letter  to  their  re- 
spective colonels,  and  agreeably  to  their  special  in- 
structions. By  order  of  Alexander  Macomb, 
major  general  commanding-in  chief. 

R.  Jones,  adjutant  general. 
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BALTIMORE  AND  OHIO  RAIL  ROAD. 
Thirteenth  annual,  report  of  the  presi- 
dent and  directors  TO  THE  STOCKHOLDERS 
of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail  road  com- 
pany. 

Office  of  the  Baltimore  ami  Ohio  rail  road  company, 

January  1,  1840. 

E Pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  charter,  the  pre- 
sident and  directors  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail 
road  company  submit  to  the  stockholders  a statement 
of  the  affairs  of  the  company  for  the  year  ending  the 
30th  of  Sept.  1S39. 

First: — Of  the  main  stem  to  its  present  termina- 
tion at  Harper’s  Ferry;  and  of  the  Washington 
branch. 

Tne  revenue  and  expenses  of  the  main  stem,  during 
the  year,  are  shown  by  the  annexed  statement,  pre- 
pared by  the  secretary,  marked  A;  to  which  is  sub- 
joined a summary  statement,  in  the  usual  form,  of 
the  affairs  of  the  company,  on  the  first  of  October 
1839,  maked  B. 

The  statement  A exhibits  a speedily  increasing 
trade,  and  a growing  excess  of  receipts  over  the  ex- 
penditures. At  the  end  of  the  year  1838,  the  ex- 
cess was  little  more  than  seven  thousand  dollars,  and 
on  the  30th  of  September  last,  it  amounted  to  up- 
wards of  twenty-seven  thousand  dollars.  The 
statement  A also  shows  that  the  operations  of  the 
main  stem,  in  connection  with  those  of  the  Wash- 
ington branch,  leave  an  excess  over  expenditures  of 
$68,599  70. 

It  should  also  be  observed,  that  of  the  increased 
trade  of  the  past  year,  flour  is  the  chief  article,  and 
that  on  the  transportation  of  it,  as  will  be  hereafter 
stated,  the^company  loses  at  the  present  rate  of  toll, 
little  less  than  two  cents  per  ton,  per  mile.  The 
system  of  economical  expenditure,  however  hereto- 
fore announced,  of  which  the  improved  condition  of 
the  road  and  the  alteration  at  the  planes  constitute 
a material  part,  is  maturing  as  rapidly  as  the  nature 
and  state  of  the  service  will  allow;  and  notwith- 
standing the  increased  trade,  in  the  article  of  flour 
especially,  the  expenses  of  transportation  being  cre- 
dited with  items  not  carried  into  the  accounts,  at 
the  end  of  the  year,  and  an  extra  supply  of  fuel  for 
the  use  of  the  present  year,  have  not  exceeded,  but 
on  the  contrary  have  fallen  short  of  those  of  the  pre- 
vious year. 

The  means  of  the  company  being  inadequate  to 
reconstruct  the  remainder  of  the  road  to  Harper’s 
Ferry,  upon  the  substantial  plan  heretofore  adopted, 
a more  thorough  renovation  of  the  timber  of  the 
present  track,  and  the  entire  renewal  of  four  miles 
immediately  west  of  Parr’s  ridge,  became  indispen- 
sable for  the  accommodation  of  the  trade,  and  the 
security  of  the  passengers;  the  delapidated  condi- 
tion, also,  of  the  old  engines  and  passenger  and 
burden  cars,  made  it  necessary  in  some  instances 
entirely  to  renew  them,  and  in  others  to  make  ex- 
tensive repairs,  requiring  among  other  things,  a 
stock  of  materials,  to  be  used  during  the  current 
year,  costing  not  less  than  nine  thousand  dollars. 
From  these  causes  combined,  the  expenses  of  the 
main  stem  during  the  year  have  been  greater  than 
they  otherwise  would  have  been;  and  they  cannot 
be  expected  to  be  materially  less,  until  the  moving 
power  and  machinery  can  be  made  as  efficient 
the  extent  of  the  trade  and  the  safety  of  the  passen- 
gers demand. 

From  the  same  causes,  it  became  neeessary  dur- 
ing the  year  to  purchase  and  put  upon  the  road, 
five  new  locomotive  engines;  and  in  addition  to 
these,  lour  others  have  been  purchased,  and  will  be 
on  the  road  in  the  course  of  the  present  and  ensu- 
ing month.  During  the  same  period,  thirty-two 
single  house  cars,  each  calculated  to  contain  twen- 
ty-five barrels  of  flour,  have  been  constructed  for  the 
main  stem,  and  many  of  the  old  platform  cars,  here- 
tofore used  tor  granite,  have  been  converted  into 
open  box  cars  for  the  transportation  of  flour.  Con- 
tracts have  also  been  made  for  four  new  passenger 
cars,  to  be  delivered  in  the  course  of  the  months”of 
February  and  Muich  next. 

The  new  road  around  the  planes  was  completed 
during  the  year,  and  has  been  in  operation  since  the 
month  of  June  last.  Although  the  time  has  been  in- 
sufficient fully  to  test  the  advantages  of  the  change, 
the  effects  may  be  in  part  inferred  from  the  preced- 
ing observations;  and  every  confidence  is  entertain- 
ed that  the  expectations  of  the  board  from  this  altera- 
tion will  be  realized.  Besides  the  net  saving  in  ac- 
tual expenditure,  considerable  facilities  are  afforded 
to  the  passenger  trains;  and  in  the  transit  of  bur- 
den trains  between  Baltimore  and  Frederick  and 
Harper’s  Ferry  there  is  an  average  saving  of  at  least 
forty-eight  hours.  The  burden  trains  are  now  Ire-' 
quently  brought  from  Harper’s  Ferry  to  Baltimore, 
there  discharged,  and  returned  again  to  Harper’s  Fer- 
ry, within  twenty- lour  hours. 

During  Ihe  year,  ending  on  the  30th  September, 
there  were  brought  on  the  road  to  Baltimore  264,033 


barrels  of  flour  exceeding  by  121,521  barrels,  the 

• quantity  received  during  the  preceding  year. 

; Since  the  30th  September  and  up  to  the  20th  ult. 

■ mo,  99,670  barrels  have  been  brought  down;  in  the 
month  of  October,  29,389;  in  November,  40,845.  and 

, from  the  1st  to  the  20!h  ultimo,  29,436  barrels. 

With  the  greatest  economy  it  has  hitherto  been 

■ possible  to  attain,  the  transportation  of  flour  is  esti - 
I mated  to  cost  now  little  less  than  six  cents  per  ton 
t per  mile,  and  by  the  existing  charter,  the  company 

■ is  permitted  to  charge  no  more  than  four  cents  per 
ton  per  mile;  less  than  is  authorised  by  the  charter 

- granted  by  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania,  and  less  than 
i is  charged  upon  other  roads,  in  other  states  of  the 
union. 

; Flour  is  not  only  the  most  burdensome,  and  most 
liable  to  injury  of  any  article  brought  upon  the  road, 
but  less  indulgence  is  shown  to  the  company  for  any 
r delay  in  its  transportation.  It  is  an  article  also,  high- 

• ly  important  to  the  interests  of  Baltimore  and  to  the 
community;  and  it  is  seen,  that  fully  to  accommo- 
date this  trade,  the  board  have  expended  not  only  the 
capital  of  the  stockholders,  but  the  revenue  derived 
from  the  road.  A strong  appeal,  therefore,  is  made 

l to  the  state,  having  so  great  an  interest  in  the  success 
of  the  company,  to  authorise  an  adequate  toll  for  this 
: branch  of  transportation. 

It  is  believed  that  with  a reasonable  increase  of 
toll  upon  flour,  in  no  wise  onerous  to  any  interest 
I'  whatever,  the  time  is  at  hand  when,  from  the  profits 
of  the  main  stem,  a dividend  may  be  made  to  the 
stockholders. 

Nevertheless,  the  obstacles  arising  from  the  pecu- 
liar construction  of  the  road,  involving  heavy  ex- 
penses in  repairs,  both  of  the  track  and  machinery, 
will  lor  some  time  remain,  and  the  just  expectations 
of  the  state  and  stockholders  and  of  the  community 
at  large,  can  only  be  fully  realized  by  pushing  on 
their  enterprise  to  the  west,  with  the  utmost  energy 
and  despatch. 

From  Harper’s  Ferry,  every  mile  of  the  road  may 
be  said  to  pass  through  a country  of  great  fertility, 
abounding  in  mineral  resources,  and  capable  of  add- 
ing immensely  to  the  trade  of  Baltimore.  At  Cum- 
berland it  reaches  a point,  second  in  importance 
only  to  the  Ohio  river,  and  until  it  reach  that  point, 
neither  the  travel  on  the  road,  nor  the  trade  of  Balti- 
more, can  be  secure  from  the  rivalry  of  Ihe  Pennsyl- 
vania works.  To  that  point  therefore,  the  board  are 
urged  forward  by  every  consideration  both  of  inter- 
est and  duty. 

From  the  statement  of  revenue  and  expenditure 
from  the  Washington  branch,  marked  C,  it  will  ap- 
pear that  a sufficient  surplus  accumulated  during  the 
year,  to  warrant  a further  distribution  among  the 
stockholders,  and  the  board  accordingly  declared  a 
dividend  of  four  per  cent,  payable  on  and  after  the 
30th  da;'  of  November  last.  So  that  it  will  appear 
that  with  this  dividend,  and  the  bonus  from  the  Wash- 
ington branch,  the  state  continues  to  receive  within 
a fraction  of  six  per  cent,  upon  the  entire  amount  of 
her  present  investment. 

The  necessily  of  constant  expenditure  upon  the 
deep  cuts  in  this  road,  and  also  of  ballasting  with 
gravel  those  parts  of  the  track,  where  a soil  unusu- 
ally retentive  of  water  was  encountered  in  the  ex- 
cavation, a difficulty  alluded  to  in  a former  report, 
still  continues,  and  has  served  to  diminish  the  sur- 
plus, which  otherwise  would  have  remained  for  divi- 
dend. 

Second — As  to  the  extension  of  the  road  beyond 
Harper’s  Ferry. 

At  the  date  of  the  last  annual  report,  the  surveys 
west  of  Harper’s  Ferry,  to  Wheeling  and  to  Pitts- 
burg, had  been  completed.  Subsequently  to  that 
period,  the  board  directed  the  location  of  the  route 
from  Harper’s  Ferry  to  Cumberland,  preparatory  to 
the  lettings,  and  also  of  the  greater  portion  of  Ihe 
lines  west  of  Cumbeiland.  Of  that  portion,  lying 
between  Harper’s  Ferry  and  Cumberland,  the  loca- 
tion was  completed  early  in  the  last  spring;  but 
that  of  the  remaining  part  being  unfinished  in  Oc- 
tober last,  the  board  deemed  it  an  act  of  proper 
precaution,  during  the  difficulties  in  the  money 
market,  to  suspend  their  operations  west  of  Cum- 
berland, and  accordingly  called  in  the  corps  of  en- 
gineers who  had  been  engaged  in  that  part  of  the 
service. 

The  necessary  measures  having  been  taken  for 
procuring  the  right  of  way,  the  whole  distance  be- 
tween Harper’s  Ferry  and  Cumberland,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  section  immediately  adjoining  Har- 
per’s Ferry,  was  placed  under  contract  in  the  course 
ofthe  last  summer.  For  the  section  of  Harper’s  Fer- 
ry proposals  were  invited  in  November  last,  and  the 
bids  being  now  received,  that  portion  also  will  be 
immediately  let  out. 

The  sections  already  under  contract  have  been 
let  out,  at  prices  not  exceeding  the  estimates  of  the 
engineers,  to  contractors  who,  as  a body,  are  believ- 
ed to  be  fully  competent  to  comply  with  their  en- 


gagements, and  upon  stipulations  exempting  the 
company  from  damages,  in  case  of  an  interruption 
in  the  work  for  the  want  of  means  to  prosecute  it. 

Most  of  the  contracts  were  signed  in  the  month 
of  August,  and  the  work  fairly  commenced  in  Sep- 
tember. 

During  the  existing  difficulties  in  the  money  mar- 
ket, and  under  the  uncertainty  of  advantageously 
disposing  of  the  state  and  city  stock,  it  has  been  the 
policy  of  the  board  to  circumscribe  the  work  of  the 
contractors,  and  submit  to  a moderate  but  steady 
prosecution  of  their  enterprise,  rather  than,  by  ad- 
vancing too  rapidly,  to  incur  the  necessity  of  sacri- 
ficing the  means  at  their  command. 

The  force  at  present  employed,  however,  amounts 
to  1,495  men  and  466  horses,  and  up  to  the  1st  ulti- 
mo, the  work  actually  done  amounted  to  $185,659, 
leaving  to  be  done  the  estimated  amount  of  1,378,298 
dollars.  Many  of  the  light  sections  remain  untouch- 
ed; but  all  the  heavy  parts  of  the  work  are  progress- 
ing with  good  speed,  under  judicious  and  energetic 
management. 

The  completion  of  the  work  must,  of  course,  de- 
pend upon  the  energy  and  rapidity  with  which  the 
means  of  the  company  will  enable  the  board  to  push 
it  forward;  and  these  again  depend  chiefly  upon  the 
state  of  the  money  market.  But  at  the  rate  at 
which  the  graduation,  masonry  and  bridging  are 
now  progressing,  should  the  means  of  the  board  en- 
able it  to  procure  the  materials  for  the  track,  and 
prosecute  the  work  with  spirit  during  the  next  year, 
the  road  may  and  ought  to  be  completed  and  in  use 
to  Cumberland  in  the  year  1842. 

The  means  of  the  company  for  the  extension  of 
the  road  west  of  Harper’s  Ferry  consist: 

First — Of  the  subscription  of  the  city  of  Baltimore 
amounting  to  $3,000,000. 

Second — Of  that  of  the  state  of  Maryland  of 
$3,000,000. 

Third — Of  that  of  the  state  of  Virginia,  amount- 
ing in  all  to  $1,360,000,  and 

Fourth — Of  that  of  the  city  of  Wheeling  of 

$1,000,000. 

According  to  the  present  law,  the  subscription  of 
the  state  of  Virginia  will  not  be  available  until  the 
completion  of  the  road,  and  it  is  therefore  apparent 
that,  under  circumstances,  the  chief  reliance  of  the 
company  must  be  upon  the  subscriptio.ns  by  the  city 
of  Baltimore  and  the  state  of  Maryland. 

The  former  is  made,  expressly,  upon  the  condi- 
tion “that  the  whole  sum  shall  be  exclusively  appli- 
ed to  the  prosecution  of  the  work  in  an  unbroken 
line  from  Harper’s  Ferry,  or  such  point  near  that 
place  as  shall  be  selected,  from  which  the  extension 
shall  be  made.” 

This  condition  plainly  indicates  the  intention  of 
the  city  councils,  by  extending  the  road  in  an  un- 
broken line,  to  keep  open  an  uninterrupted  trade 
from  the  countr}r  through  which  it  will  pass;  and  as 
it  will  require  not  less  than  the  amount  of  the  sub- 
scription to  complete  the  road  from  Harper’s  Ferry 
to  Cumberland,  the  whole  sum  may  be  considered 
as  exclusively  applicable  between  these  points. 

The  subscription  is  payable  to  the  company  in 
money,  in  instalments  not  exceeding  $1,000,000  in 
any  one  year.  It  is  also  made  the  duty  of  (he  com- 
missioners of  finance  to  borrow  the  sum  necessary 
to  meet  the  payments  by  means  of  a city  stock  cre- 
ated for  that  purpose,  and  at  their  last  session  the 
city  councils  levied  a direct  tax  in  order  to  pay  the 
interest  upon  the  instalment  of  the  first  year. 

Up  to  the  present  time,  the  only  payments  on  ac- 
count of  the  city  subscription  have  been  made  by 
loans  from  the  banks  of  Baltimore,  procured,  at  the 
instance  of  the  company,  upon  a pledge  of  city  stock 
furnished  for  that  purpose  by  the  commissioners  of 
finance;  and  it  is  believed  that  the  work  may  be 
carried  on  until  the  first  of  February  next  by  the 
same  means. 

The  subscription  on  the  part  of  the  state  was  ori- 
ginally payable  to  the  company  in  money,  by  the 
treasurer,  to  be  raised  from  the  sale  of  cuirency 
bonds,  bearing  an  interest  of  6 per  cent.  These 
bonds  however,  were  directed  to  be  offered  for  sale 
first  in  Europe  before  they  could  be  sold  elsewhere; 
and  in  order  to  provide  for  the  interest  for  a period 
of  three  years,  could  only  be  sold  at  a net  premium 
of  20  per  cent. 

These  terms  proving  impracticable,  and  there  be- 
ing reason  to  beiieve,  from  the  representations  of 
one  df  the  state’s  commissioners  in  England,  that 
sterling  bonds  were  better  adapted  to,  and  would  be 
more  saleable  in  the  European  market,  the  legisla- 
ture, at  their  last  session,  substituted  in  lieu  of  the 
old  currency  bonds,  sterling  bonds,  bearing  an  in- 
terest of  five  per  cent,  payable,  principal  and  inter- 
est, in  London.  In  order  to  provide  for  the  interest 
for  3 years,  an  amount  of  bonds  equal  to  $3,200,000 
was  issued,  and  delivered  directly  to  the  company 
in  payment  of  the  states’  subscription,  the  company 


310  NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— JAN.  11,  1840— BALTIMORE  AND  OHIO  RAIL  ROAD. 


giving  the  requisite  guarantee  for  the  punctual  pay- 
ment of  the  interest. 

Independently  of  the  adaptation  of  the  bonds  to 
the  European  market,  it  was  obvious,  from  inquiries 
made  in  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  that  they  could 
not  be  advantageously  disposed  of  in  the  United 
States;  and  at  the  request  of  the  board,  the  president 
was  induced  to  proceed  to  Europe,  there  to  make 
such  arrangements  as  he  should  deem  best  for  their 
final  disposition. 

By  the  time  these  bonds  could  be  prepared  and 
forwarded  to  London,  a very  unfavorable  change 
had  taken  place  in  the  European  market.  Ameri- 
can securities  had  accumulated  there  in  an  unpre- 
cedented quantity,  and  a general  depression  had 
taken  place  in  their  value.  Many  causes  conspired 
to  weaken  confidence  in  American  credit;  the  efforts 
of  the  Bank  of  England  to  render  money  scarce  and 
of  greater  value,  also,  made  operations  in  American 
stocks  still  more  difficult;  but  the  sales  of  Maryland 
sterling  bonds,  of  a like  character,  in  small  amounts 
and  at  reduced  prices,  and  the  universal  knowledge 
that  there  would  be  forced  sales  of  similar  bonds,  at 
even  less  rates,  rendered  a sale  of  any  portion  of 
those  belonging  to  the  rail  road  company,  unless  at 
prices  prejudicial  to  the  credit  ol  the  state,  and 
ruinous  to  the  interests  of  the  company,  absolutely 
impossible. 

From  all  these  causes,  and  since  the  great  change 
which  has  taken  place  in  the  money  market  in  Eu- 
rope, and  in  the  investment  by  capitalists,  it  is  be- 
lieved that  any  large  operations  in  American  stocks, 
upon  advantageous  terms  cannot  in  future  be  relied 
upon.  On  the  contrary,  without  being  sacrificed  to 
to  the  great  injury  of  state  credit,  they  must  be  dis- 
posed of  gradually,  under  judicious  management,  as 
the  wants  of  the  capitalists  may  require. 

Consulting  not  more  the  interests  of  the  company, 
than  the  credit  of  the  state,  so  necessary  to  the  pro- 
secution of  all  her  public  enterprises,  the  president 
declined  disposing  of  any  portion  of  the  bonds  com- 
mitted to  him,  at  the  prices  established  by  other 
sales;  and  from  the  same  motives,  deemed  it  advisa- 
ble to  place  them  in  a train  of  sale,  when  circum- 
stances shall  render  it  expedient — securing  in  the 
mean  time,— -first,  the  advance  of  such  amount  of 
capital  as  the  future  necessities  of  the  company  are 
likely  to  require;  and  second,  such  an  agency  as 
would  exert  thegieatest  influence,  in  sustaining  the 
credit  of  the  securities,  and  in  the  event  of  sale,  be 
most  likely  to  obtain  the  best  price.  Such  an  ar- 
rangement, notwithstanding  the  high  value  of  mo- 
ney in  England,  and  the  liability  of  other  bonds  of 
the  state  to  be  sold  at  reduced  prices,  the  president 
.succeeded  in  making  with  the  house  of  Messrs.  Bar- 
i'vug.  Brothers  Co.  of  London.  It  will  be  optional 
with  the  .company,  from  their  view  of  their  neces- 
sities, to  accept  the  advances,  and  previous  to  its 
disposition  abroad,  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  a sale 
of  the  stock  in  the  United  States,  should  an  oppor- 
tunity offer  for  that  purpose. 

The  necessity  of  using  the  advances,  of  which  the 
company  has  the  option  from  the  house  in  London, 
can  only  arise  from  a continued  depression  in  the 
money  market,  or  from  an  inability  on  the  pait  of 
the  city  of  Baltimore  to  pay  her  subscription. 

It  is  obvious,  however,  lhat  unless  some  disposi- 
tion can  be  made  of  the  stock  created  for  the  pur- 
pose, the  city  of  Baltimore  will  not  be  able  to  c^. 

ply.  with  her  en'r'"cU1ents,  and  therefore,  board 
ooc;5f  hv  any  Legitimate  means 
*ee)  called  upon  to  Y stock  immediately 

In  their  power,  to  render  m 

^Forthis  purpose,  a large  majority  of  the  board  ha8 
a t»rmined  to  offer  the  contractors  and  proprietors 
o and  in  Jay  ment  for  their  work,  and  the  right  of 
wav  certificates,  authorising  the  transfer  at  par  of 

ffie  six  per  cent,  stock  of  the  city  of  Baltimore 

whenever  presented  in  sums  of  $100,  or  upwards;  and 

n !ortifirates  there  is  reason  to  believe  the  con- 
f UC  tnrq  and  others  may  and  will  accept  without  loss. 

mt  I.  thecerli. 

ficates  the  requisite  amount  of  city  s ock  will  be 
received  by  the  company,  simultaneously  with  each 
issueTn  payment  of  so  much  of  the  subscription  on 
the  part  of  the  city,  and  be  immediately  vested  in 
(^commissioners,  in  trust,  for  the  holders  of  the 
certificates;  which,  in  form,  will  be  orders  upon  the 
commissioners  to  transfer  the  stock  when  demand- 
ed in  the  proper  amounts.  1 

Better  security  than  is  here  presented  to  the  cre- 
ditor or  one  less  exposed  to  the  mischief  which  the 
existing  laws  of  the  state  intended  to  prevent,  could 
no  be  desired,  and  would  be  worthy  of  public  con- 
fidence and  an  extended  favor  in  a season  of  less 
embarrassment  than  that  in  which  the  community 

‘S  InThe* success  of  the  expedient  will  be  found  the 
means  of  prosecuting  this  great  enterprise,  with 

which  the  prosperity  of  the  city  and  stale  is  inti- 


mately interwoven,  by  the  sale  of  the  city  stock  at 
its  par  value,  of  maintaining  the  state  bonds  com- 
mitted to  this  company,  and, — so  far  as  their  ma- 
nagement can  effect  it, — the  credit  of  the  state  itself, 
upon  the  secure  basis  on  which  they  have  been 
placed;  and  amid  difficulties  destructive  of  almost 
every  other  enterprise,  of  pressing  forward  to  com- 
pletion that  which  the  whole  community  is  so  im- 
patiently awaiting. 

The  expedient  may  not  be  successful;  but  the 
stake  is  too  great,  and  the  crisis  too  urgent,  to  war- 
rant the  board  in  leaving  it  untried;  and  they  confi- 
dently rely  upon  their  fellow  citizens  of  all  parties 
and  of  every  class,  and  upon  the  public  authorities, 
to  sanction  its  adoption  and  encourage  its  prosecu- 
tion. By  order  of  the  board, 

LOUIS  McL ANE,  president. 

[A] 

Statement  shewing  the  revenue  and  expenses  of  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail  road,  for  the  year  ending 
1st  October,  1839. 

The  amount  received  for  the  transpor- 
tation of  passengers  and  merchandise 
for  the  year  ending  1st  October,  1839, 
is  $407,347  50 

And  the  dividend  received  from  the 
Washington  branch  is  41,304  00 


Making  together  $448,651  50 

The  expenses  have  been  as  follows,  to  wit: 

For  transportation  $148,242  54* 

For  repairs  of  railway  97,920  74 

For  repairs  of  locomotives  31,465  74 
For  repairs  of  burden  cars  14,011  03 
For  repairs  of  passenger  cars  4,199  50 
For  repairs  of  the  Monocacy 
& Harper’s  Ferry  bridges, 
and  of  depots  and  water 
stations  9,860  20 

For  office  expenses  and  sa- 
laries, and  various  contin- " 
gent  expenses  7,001  15 

For  interest  on  the  million 
and  other  loans  67,350  90 


Making 


380,051  80 


And  showing  a surplus  of  revenue  of  $68,599  70 
Office  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail  road  company, 
October  1,  1839.  J.  I.  ATKINSON,  sec’y. 
[B] 

Summary  statement  of  the  affairs  of  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  rail  road  company,  on  the  1st  of  Oct.  1839. 
The  company  have  received  for  stock  $3,982,972  50 
And  for  stock  in  the  Washington 
branch  road  over  and  above  the 
million  loan  created  for  the  pur- 
pose 32,600  00 


Making  together  $ 4,015,572  50 

And  they  have  expended  the  follow- 
ing, to  wit: 

For  construction  of  road 
to  Frederick  and  Har- 
per’s Ferry,  including 
real  estate,  locomotive 
steam  power*  passenger 
and  burden  cars,  and  au 
item  of  $43,115  14  call- 
ed “deferred  interest” — 
and  also  including  the  re- 
construction and  ehange 
of  location  round  the  in- 
clined planes  at  Parrs’ 
ridge  $4,145,774  10  . 

For  surveys,  right  of  way, 
graduation  and  contin- 
gencies westof  Harpers’ 

Ferry  including  the  a- 
mount  paid  to  the  agent 
for  negotiating  the  state 
stock  246,741  55 


The  company  have  to  the  credit  of  their 
revenue  account  including  dividends 
from  the  Washington  branch  road  $1,532,301  24 
Against  which  go  the  following  char- 
ges, to  wit: 

Transportation  expenses  $550,345  55 
Repairs  of  railway  336,454  40 

Repairs  of  locomotive  74,155  52 

Repairs  of  burden  cars  62,474  17 

Repairs  of  passenger  cars  10,986  09 

Repairs  of  the  Monocacy 
bridge,  of  the  Harpers’ 

Ferry  viaduct,  and  of  de- 
pots and  water  stations  26,360  38 
Interest  on  the  million  loan 

and  on  other  money  296,042  04 

Office  expenses  and  sala- 
ries, printing  and  various 
contingent  expenses  24,897  79 


-1,381,715  94 


And  shewing  a surplus 
amounting  to 


$150,585  30 


The  company  have  bills  payable  out  $332,558  33 
Of  which  have  been  given 
for  the  city  of  Baltimore, 
with  a pledge  of  her 
stock  $218,433  33 

And  on  the  company’s  own 
account  114,125  00 


332,558  33 

Office  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail  road  company, 
Oct.  1,  1839.  J.  I.  ATKINSON,  secretary. 

[C] 

Statement  of  the  affairs  of  the  Washington  branch  of 
the  Baltiore  and  Ohio  rail  road,  on  the  1st  of  Oc- 
tober, 1839. 

The  Washington  branch  rail  road  has 

stock  $1,650,000  00 

And  there  have  been  expended  in 
making  the  road,  and  in  real  estate 
and  depots,  locomotive  steam  power, 
and  burden  and  passenger  cars  1,665,362  05 

Showing  an  over  expenditure  on  ac- 
count of  capital  of  $15,362  05 

After  making  a dividend  of  10  per  cent,  in  stock, 
per  cent,  in  money,  last  year,  there  re- 


and  4 
mained 


$13,214  09 


The  revenue  from  the  transportation  of 
passengers  and  merchandise,  for  the 
year  ending  30th  September,  1839, 
has  been  » 


194,075  17 


From  which  are  to  be  taken  the  fol- 
lowing expenses,  to  wit: 

Bonus  to  the  state,  one- 
fifth  of  the  receipts  from 
passengers 

Expenses  of  transportation 
Repairs  of  railways,  ma- 
chinery and  cars 
Office  expenses,  taxes  on 
property,  &c. 

Interest,  Elkridge  Landing 
bridge  annuity 


$207,289  26 


$37,368 

91 

29,242 

71 

56,845 

48 

6,395 

36 

1,250 

00 

-131,102  46 


Making 


$4,392,515  65 


Shewing  an  over  expenditure  of  capi- 


tal of 


$376,943  15 


Leaving  a surplus  of  revenue  of  *$76,186  80 
Office  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail  road  company, 
Oct.  1,  1839.  J.  I.  ATKINSON,  secretary. 


*The  superintendent  of  transportation  has  paid  over 
for  sales  of  horses,  coal,  oil  casks,  &c.  $9  107  22,  the 
crediting  of  which  was  suspended  on  the  30th  Septem- 
ber 1839,  for  the  settlement  of  some  outstanding  debts, 
and  with  which  the  expenses  of  transportation  are  now 
to  be  credited. 

The  superintendent  also  reports  that  the  extra  quan- 
tity of  fuel  on  hand  at  the  end  of  the  year,  with  which 
expenses  of  transportation  are  to  be  credited,  amount- 
ed  to  1,500  tons  of  coal,  equal  to  89,750.  I hese  two 
sums,  amounting  together  to  $18,857  22,  when  credited 
will  show  the  expenses  of  transportation  for  the  vear 
ending  30th  September,  1839,  to  be  less,  by  $6,814  07, 
than  those  of  the  year  ending  the  30th  September,  1838. 


Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal.  It  is  a grati- 
fication to  us  to  be  able  to  slate,  for  the  information 
especially  of  our  readers  in  this  district,  Maryland 
and  parts  adjacent,  that  information  has  been  re- 
ceived by  letters  from  London,  under  date  of  the 
6th  ultimo,  of  the  sale  of  a sufficient  amount  of  the 
Maryland  state  five  per  cent,  bonds  issued  in  be- 
half of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  company 
(added  to  the  sales  of  said  bonds  made  by  the  di- 
rectors in  this  country)  to  pay  all  the  old  debts  of 
the  company  to  banks  and  bankers  in  the  United 
States  and  in  Europe,  and  leave  a surplus  for  the 
redemption  of  the  company’s  scrip  (notes)  now  in 
circulation.  [Nat.  Intel. 


*Four  dollars  per  share  of  the 
above  mentioned  surplus  was, 
on  the  30th  Nov.  1839,  divid- 
ed  among  the  stockholders  $66,000  00 
And  this  sum  reserved  to  go  to- 
wards the  extinction  of  the 
debt  due  by  the  revenue  to  the 
capital  10J86  80 


$76,180  80 
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STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 

MAINE. 

The  legislature  of  Maine  assembler!  at  Augusta, 
on  the  1st  inst.  Stephen  C.  Foster  was  chosen 
president  of  the  senate,  and  E.  Hamlin,  speaker  of 
the  house.  The  latter  received  103  votes,  against 
6S  forE.  H.  Allen,  whig. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

The  Massachusetts  legislature  met  at  Boston  on 
the  1st  inst.  In  the  senate,  Daniel  P.  Kir.g  was 
chosen  president,  and  Chas.  Calhoun,  clerk.  In  the 
house.  Robert  C.  Winthrop,  was  elected  speaker, 
and  Luther  S.  Cushing,  clerk.  The  vote  for  speak- 
er stood  R.  C.  Winthrop,  (whig),  239;  Nathaniel 
Wood,  ( V.  B.)  221;  maj.  15. 

Congressional  election.  In  the  6th  congressional 
district  of  Massachusetts,  the  whig  candidate,  Mr. 
Baker,  is  declared  by  the  governor  and  council 
elected  by  80  majority  and  will  at  once  take  his 
seat. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

The  following  is  a list  of  state  senators  for  1839-40. 

Districts.  1 Philadelphia  city — Frederick  Fraley, 
Henry  S.  Packman* 

2 County  of  Philadelphia — Michael  Snyder,  Charles 
Brown , Samuel  Stevenson. 

3.  Montgomery,  Chester  and  Delaware — Henry  My- 
ers, Nathaniel  Brooke,  John  B.  Sterigere* 

4.  Bucks — William  T.  Rogers. 

5.  Berks — John  Miller. 

6.  Lancaster  and  York — John  Strohm,  James  A. 
Caldwell,  Tuomas  E.  Cochran. 

7.  Dauphin  and  Lebanon — John  Killinger. 

8.  Huntington,  Mifflin,  Juniata,  Perry  and  Union — 
Robert  P.  Maclay,  James  M.  Bell. 

9.  Columbia  and  Schuylkill — Charles  Frailey. 

10.  Lehigh  and  Northampton — Abraham  Sliortz.* 

11.  Luzerne,  Monroe,  Wayne  and  Pike — Ebenezer 
Kingsbury,  jr. 

12.  Lycoming,  Centre,  Clinton  and  Northumberland 
— Robert  P.  Flemming .* 

13.  Bradford  and  Susquehanna — Elihu  Case. 

14.  Franklin,  Cumberland  and  Adams — C.  B.  Pen- 
rose, Thos.  C.  Miller. 

15.  Bedford  and  Somerset — John  C.  Plumer. 

17.  Washington — John  Ewing. 

18.  Fayette  and  Greene — Wm.  F.  Coplan. 

19.  Allegheny  and  Butler— Wm.  Purviance,  Thomas 
S.  Williams* 

20.  Beaver  and  Mercer — John  J.  Pearson. 

21.  Crawford  and  Erie — Joseph  M.  Sterrett. 

22.  Jefferson,  McKean,  Potter,  Tioga,  Venango  and 
Warren — Samuel  Hays. 

23.  Indiana,  Armstrong,  Clarion,  Cambria  and 
Clearfieid — Findlay  Patterson.* 

New  members  thus  (*)— democrats  17,  in  italic— op- 
position of  all  classes,  16  in  roman. 

House  of  representatives.  Philadelphia  city — Benja- 
min M.  Hinchman,*  Jesse  R.  Burden,*  William  A. 
Crabb,*  Kdward  E.  Law,*  J.  Coleman  Fisher,*  George 
Rush  Smith*  Jacob  Gratz.* 

Philadelphia  county— Benjamin  Crispin,  Abraham 
Helffenstein,  Edward  A.  Pennirnan,  William  Bonsall, 
Franklin  Lee,  J.  W.  Griffith,  Francis  Lyons,  Daniel 
D.  George. 

Bucks— Stokes  L.  Roberts,  William  Fields,  Samuel 
Penrose. 

Chester — Joseph  Bailey,  Joel  Swayne,  John  Morgan, 
Joshua  Hartshorne. 

Lancaster — Abraham  N.  Cassel,*  Benjamin  G. 
Herr,*  James  Henderson,*  Joseph  Konigmacher,* 
George  Ford,*  Benjamin  Kauffman.* 

York — Jacob  Shekel,  William  Snodgrass,  R.  Gra- 
ham. 

Cumberland — Abraham  S.  McKinney,  John  Zim- 
merman. 

Perry — William  B.  Anderson. 

Berks — Adam  Schoener,  Henry  Flannery,  Peter  Fil- 
bert, Daniel  B.  Kutz. 

Schuylkill — Augustus  Holmes. 

Northampton  and  Monroe — Richard  Brodhead,  jr. 
John  Flick,  Moses  W.  Coolbaugh. 

Lehigh — Benjamin  Fogle,  Michael  Ritter. 

Pike  and  Wayne — Ephraim  W.  Hamlin. 

Northumberland — Charles  Hegins. 

Mifflin,  Juniata  and  Union — Abraham  S.  Wilson, 
William  Cox,  sen.  Isaac  Hottenstein. 

Columbia — William  Colt. 

Washington — William  Hopkins,  John  Parke,  Ro- 
bert Love. 

Westmoreland — Samuel  Hill,  William  Johnson. 

Armstrong  and  Clarion — Charles  Evans. 

Indiana — Allen  K.  Work.* 

Jefferson,  McKean  and  Warren — Wm.  P.  Wilcox. 

Fayette — Wm.  Andrews,  Robert  P.  Flenniken. 

Bedford — Thomas  B.  McElwee,  Martin  Loy. 

Franklin — William  McKinstry,  James  Nill. 

Montgomery — Charles  D.  Jones,  Enos  Benner,  Geo. 
Snyder. 

Dauphin — Valentine  Hummel, William  Me  Clure.* 

Lebanon — Goileib  Kintzle,* 

Luzerne — Chester  Butler,*  Joseph  Griffin. 

Susquehanna — Charles  Chandler. 

Bradford — David  F.  Barstow. 

Tioga  and  Potter — Lewis  B.  Cole. 

Huntingdon — Jilin  Morrison,*  Joseph  Higgins.* 


Beaver — Janies  Sprott,*  Win.  Morton.* 

Alleghany — George  Darsie,*  John  McDowell,*  Wm. 
A.  Pennirnan,*  Robert  Carothers.* 

Butler — George  Potts. 

Delaware — John  K.  Zeilin.* 

Somerset  and  Cambria — Fred’k  Neff,  Jonas  Keim.* 

Lycoming,  Clearfield  and  Clinton — Isaac  Bruner, 
James  II.  Lnverty. 

Adams — Daniel  M.  Smyser,*  William  Albright,* 

Centre — Samuel  Strohecker. 

Crawford — Gavlord  Church,  James  Henry. 

Greene — Levi  Hoge. 

Venango — James  R.  Snowden.  ' 

Erie — William  M.  Watts,*  Samuel  Hutchins.* 

Mercer — Samuel  Goodwin,  John  Hoge. 

Whigs  and  anti-masons  thus  (*) — democratic  mem- 
bers 63 — opposition  32. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

The  legislature  of  South  Carolina  adjourned  on 
Saturday,  21st  ult.  The  list  of  acts  comprises  but 
twenty-one,  and  they  were  generally  of  a private  na- 
ture. A bill  to  provide  against  the  suspension  of 
specie  payments  by  the  banks  wa3  defeated. 

GEORGIA. 

At  a meeting  of  the  democratic  members  of  the 
legislature  of  Georgia,  the  following  persons  were 
nominated  as  candidates  for  congress,  viz:  Thomas 
Glasscock,  Alfred  Iverson,  D.  C.  Campbell,  Junius 
Hillier,  Josiah  S.  Pattnrson,  Robert  W.  Pooler, 
Francis  H.  Cove,  John  H.  Lumpkin,  Hopkins  Hal- 
sey; and  as  candidates  for  electors  of  president  and 
vice  president,  Valentine  Walker,  Wm.  B.  Hoff- 
man, Wm.  B.  Bullock,  John  Robinson,  John  Bates, 
Thomas  F.  Anderson,  Milner  Echols,  Samuel 
Groves,  Wm.  A.  Tennville,  Thomas  Wooten,  Sa- 
muel Beall. 

ALABAMA. 

The  Van  Buren  state  convention  assembled  in 
Tuscaloosa,  on  Monday  week,  and  nominated  Mar- 
tin Van  Buren,  for  president,  and  William  R.  King, 
of  that  state,  for  vice  president,  subject  to  the  deci- 
sion of  a national  convention. 

William  R.  King  and  J.  K.  Polk,  are  the  candi- 
dates brought  out  by  the  friends  of  the  administra- 
tion party. 

Col.  Sykes  has  resigned  the  office  of  president  of 
the  Decatur,  Ala.  bank,  and  Mr.  Geo.  W.  Carroll 
has  been  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

TENNESSEE. 

Bank  resumption.  On  the  subject  of  compelling 
the  banks  immediately  to  resume  and  continue 
specie  payments  for  all  their  dues,  the  Tennessee 
legislators  have  been  equally  unsuccessful.  The 
house  passed  a resolution  to  lhat  effect  December 
13,  by  a vote  of  33  to  33;  those  voting  in  the  affir- 
mative except  five  being  Van  Buren  men,  and 
those  in  the  negative  vvhigs,  except  eight.  The 
resolution  was  then  sent  to  the  senate  for  concur- 
rence. 

The  senate,  after  debate,  voted  to  non-concur, 
and  accordingly  returned  the  resolution  to  the  house. 

But  on  a sober  second  thought,  they  concluded 
they  had  missed  a figure,  and  wished  to  act  upon 
the  question  anew.  So  they  sent  their  clerk  to 
the  house,  December  18th,  with  the  following  mes- 
sage: 

“Mr.  Speaker:  The  senate  are  disposed  to  re- 
consider their  vote,  non-cuncurring  with  your  reso- 
lution, requiring  the  several  banks  of  this  state  to 
resume  the  payment  of  specie — and  I am  conse- 
quently directed  most  respectfully  to  ask  its  return 
to  that  body.” 

But  the  house  had  by  this  time  altered  their 
minds,  as  well  as  the  senate;  and  on  the  question 
of  taking  up  the  message  for  consideration,  the 
votes  stood — yea3  27,  noes  39.  So  the  resolution 
of  the  house  was  not  concurred  in — the  senate 
wishing  to  concur,  but  the  house  not  permitting 
them  to  do  so.  [Jour,  of  Com. 

Anli-liquor  law  of  Tennessee.  The  Tennessee 
house  of  representatives  have  had  a hard  battle  on 
the  subject  of  the  license  laws.  Some  of  the  gen- 
tlemen not  being  satisfied  with  the  prohibitory  law 
passed  a year  or  two  ago,  introduced  a bill  having 
for  its  object  to  render  the  old  law  more  “liberal.” 
There  appeared  to  be  a decided  majority  in  favor 
of  the  measure,  and  the  only  difficulty  was  how  to 
shape  the  new  law.  On  this  point,  there  were  of 
course  different  opinions.  Some  wanted  this  pro- 
vision embodied  in  it;  others  that.  At  length  after 
a great  deal  of  labor,  the  new  bill  was  concocted 
into  a shape  which  the  striped  pig  gentry,  or  most 
of  them  deemed  satisfactory — though  Mr.  Nave, 
(Knave),  wished  “all  freemen  in  this  lower  world,” 
residing  in  Tennessee,  to  sell  liquor  or  drink  it,  in 
large  quantities  or  small,  as  might  suit  them  best. 
On  taking  the  question  on  the  new  bill,  it  was 
found  to  be  such  a piece  of  patch  work,  that  a ma- 
jority were  not  in  favor  of  it.  The  votes  stood — 
yeas  33,  nays  39.  So  the  bill  waa  rejected.  This 


was  on  December  17th.  On  the  following  morn- 
ing, however,  a reconsideration  was  moved  and 
carried — 36  to  35.  In  the  afternoon  the  bill  was 
laid  on  the  table.  Whether  any  thing  further  would 
be  done  on  the  subject,  was  problematical.  In  the 
mean  time  the  old  law  continued  in  force. 

[Jour.  Com. 

The  hon.  Felix  Grundy.  It  appears  that  the  lion. 
Felix  Grundy,  attorney  general  of  the  U.  States 
who  was  recently  elected  a senator  of  the  United 
States  by  the  legislature  of  Tennessee,  did  not  con- 
sider himself  constitutionally  eligible  at  the  time  of 
his  election,  and  we  learn  from  the  Nashville  Whig 
of  the  14th  that  on  that  day  his  resignation  was  laid 
before  the  legislature.  It  concludes  by  saying  that 
he  had  resigned  the  office  of  attorney  general,  and 
was  then,  in  every  sense  of  the  word,  an  “inhabi- 
tant” of  Tennessee.  On  the  same  day  Mr.  Grundy 
was  again  elected  by  the  legislature,  a senator  of 
the  United  States — no  other  candidate  being  named 
in  opposition  to  him.  [Balt.  Post. 

KENTUCKY. 

The  legislature  of  Kentucky  met  on  Monday,  the 
2d  instant.  At  first,  there  was  considerable  diffi- 
culty in  electing  a speaker  of  the  senate.  On  the 
second  day,  Mr.  Hanson  was  elected,  the  two  op- 
posing candidates,  Messrs.  Johnston  and  Wingate, 
having  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Helm  was  elected  speaker  of  the  house  on 
the  second  day. 

Gov.  Wickiiffe’s  message  was  received  and  read 
upon  the  3d.  inst.  It  is  an  able  document,  and  not 
unreasonably  long. 

Message  of  gov.  Wickliffe,  of  Kentucky.  This  is 
a very  sensible  document,  and  like  all  others  pro- 
mulgated annually  from  the  gubernatorial  head  of 
the  several  states,  is  mainly  interesting  to  the  ge- 
neral reader  for  its  authentic  statistics. 

The  taxes  paid  by  the  good  people  of  Kentucky, 
are  considerably  less  pro  rata  on  their  property, 
than  what  is  assessed  and  paid  by  any  other  state 
in  the  union.  His  excellency  advocates  the  cause 
of  internal  improvements  in  that  state,  with  great 
earnestness  and  cogency  of  reasoning.  There  are 
now  completed,  or  nearly  so,  813  miles  of  state 
roads,  and  120  miles  of  the  Green  river  have  been 
made  navigable  during  the  whole  year,  by  means 
of  dams,  locks,  &c.  and  also  80  miles  of  the  Ken- 
tucky river  up  from  its  mouth.  The  whole  in- 
debtedness of  the  state  is  less  than  one  million,  to 
say  nothing  of  its  bank  stock,  which  is  worth  the 
face  of  it  or  cost.  To  complete  all  her  improve- 
ments will  cost  in  all  only  $6,176,379.  This  com- 
paratively small  expenditure  will  give  to  the  state 
the  full  benefit  of  813  mile3  of  excellent  public 
roads,  and  853  miles' of  slack  water  navigation, 
capable  of  floating  steamboats  of  200  tons  burthen 
at  the  dryest  season  of  the  year. 

OHIO. 

It  appears  by  the  message  of  the  governor  of 
Ohio,  that  the  discounts  of  the  banks  of  that  state, 
in  May,  1837,  amounted  to  $19,505,662.  On  the 
first  of  September,  1839,  they  were  reduced  to 
$11,268,125.  Their  circulation  appears  to  have 
been  diminished  between  the  30th  of  April  and  the 
30th  of  September  last,  $1,824,419. 

From  the  same  document, we  learn  that  15,000,000 
dollars  will  be  required  to  complete  all  the  public 
works  which  have  been  commenced  by  that  state. 
Their  completion  is  urged  by  the  governor. 

The  revenue  of  the  state,  from  various  sources, 
amounted,  during  the  last  fiscal  year,  to  $ 528,851 
18. 

The  amount  received  from  tolls  on  the  various 
canals  in  the  state  was  $478,483  51.  Increase 
since  last  year  $42,534  17. 

The  school  fund  amounts  to  $271,844  63.  Of 
this  $200,000  have  been  paid  to  the  different  coun- 
ties the  past  year. 

The  tolls  collected  on  the  national  road  amounts 
to  $62,496  10. 

The  total  debt  of  the  state  is  now  $12,019,830  85. 

The  revenue  from  the  state  penitentiary  amounts 
to  $54,000.  Expenditures  35,000  dollars.  Excess 
$19,000. 

INDIANA. 


Governor  Wallace’s  message  to  the  legislature  of 
Indiana  was  delivered  on  the  3d  instant.  We  glean 
from  it  some  statistics,  not  having  room  for  lengthy 
extracts. 

The  assessment  of  taxable  property  in  the  states 
for  1839  is  as  follows: 

Lands,  7,475,320  acres,  $65,984,879 

Town  lots,  14,676,372 

Corporation  stocks,  869,630 

Personal  property,  15,687,534 


97,218,415 
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The  property  in  lands,  &c.  unassessed  is  estimated 
at  $14,209,425. 

The  state  debt  created  by  3ale  of  stock  bonds  is 
as  follows: 

For  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal,  $1,727,000 

For  the  Lawrenceburg  and  Indiana- 
polis rail  road,  221,000 

For  bank  stock  in  anticipation  of 
surplus  revenue,  294,000 

For  the  system  of  internal  improve- 
ments, 5,932,000 

For  the  state  bank,  1,890,000 


$10,064,000 

The  whole  amount  of  lands  in  the  state'  subject 
to  taxation  is  now  8,922,122  acres. 

This  will  be  augmented  in  1843  to  more  than  fif- 
teen millions  of  acres. 

The  revenues  of  the  slate  are  estimated  to  be 
adequate  to  meet  the  interest  on  the  state  bonds, 
but  the  failure  to  procure  money  from  the  sale  of 
other  bonds  has  caused  great  embarrassments  among 
the  contractors  on  the  public  work.  Governor  Wal- 
lace recommends  to  provide  against  the  dilapida- 
tion of  those  portions  of  the  works  which  are  left 
unfinished — to  finish  some  entirely  and  others  to 
points  when  they  may  be  rendered  available. 

The  condition  of  the  state  bank  is  represented  as 
healthy.  On  the  31st  of  October  her  assets  amount- 
ed to  $6,240,328  25 

And  her  liabilities,  excepting  to 
the  state  and  stockholders,  to  3,493,042  60 


Excess  of  assets,  $2,747,285  65 

Her  circulation  at  that  time  was  $3,124,497  00 
Specie,  1,021,490  00 

The  bank  has  not  suspended  specie  payments. 
The  attention  of  the  legislature  is  directed  to  the 
importance  of  the  harbor  at  Michigan  City,  and  the 
need  of  an  appropriation  by  congress  for  the  con- 
struction of  a harbor. 

There  have  been  473  arrivals  and  departures  of 
vessels  at  that  port  the  past  year.  There  have 
been  shipped  272,400  bushels  of  grain,  and  10,368 
barrels  of  flour,  besides  large  quantities  of  pork  and 
other  articles  of  which  no  account  has  been  kept. 
There  has  been  discharged  1,850  tons  of  merchan- 
dise and  9,000  barrels  of  salt.  The  necessity  of 
improving  the  harbor  is  exemplified  by  the  fact, 
that  within  three  weeks  previous  to  the  23d  of  No- 
vember, ten  vessels  have  been  stranded  in  the  vi- 
cinity, and  the  cargoes  of  some  of  them  entirely 
lost.  [ Cleveland  Herald. 

ILLINOIS. 

Governor  Carlin’s  message.  The  legislature  of 
this  state  has  assembled  in  accordance  with  the  go- 
vernor’s proclamation  of  the  19th  of  October  last. 
The  message  enters  directly  upon  the  chief  subjects 
which  seemed  by  their  pressing  importance  to  re- 
quire legislative  action  before  the  usual  period  of 
the  session.  A reduction  of  the  state  debt  and  a 
suspension  of  many  of  the  publie,-works  which  re- 
quire continual  and  heavy  expenditures  are  urged, 
as  prominent  topics  for  consideration.  The  debt 
of  Illinois,  dn  the  completion  of  all  the  works  au- 
thorised by  law,  will  amount  to  twenty-sine  million 
three  hundred  and  forty-six  thousand  four  hundred 
and  forty-four  dollars,  from  which  will  accrue  an 
annual  interest,  amounting  to  about  one  million 
three  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

The  message  refers  to  the  circumstances  under 
which  this  heavy  responsibility  was.  incurred,  and 
alludes  to  the  enterprising,  speculative  spirit  which 
was  then  active  throughout  the  q.ountry.  The  poli- 
cy of  simultaneously  commencing  all  the  works 
and  constructing  them  in  detached  parcels,  thus 
making  the  completion  of  the  most  important  de- 
pend upon  the  completion  of  the  whole,  is  spoken 
of  as  alike  at  variance  with  the  principles  of  sound 
economy,  and  destructive  to  the  interests  of  the 
state  and  to  the  system  in  all  its  parts.  The  vast  debt 
already  incurred,  the  interest  of  which  must  be 
promptly  paid,  and  the  deranged  state  of  the  mone- 
tary affairs  of  this  and  other  countries,  making  the 
negotiations  of  loans  on  acceptable  terms  exceed- 
ingly difficult,  if  not  impracticable,  interpose  in  the 
opinion  of  the  governor,  insurmountable  obstacles 
to  the  successful  prosecution  of  the  system  as  now 
authorised  by  law.  It  is  therefore  earnestly  recom- 
mended to  concentrate  all  future  labor  and  expen- 
ditures upon  the  most  useful  and  promising  works, 
and  for  the  improvement  of  such  of  the  larger  class 
of  rivers  as  may  be)  susceptible  of  steamboat  navi- 
gation; and  to  suspend  operations  and  expendi- 
tures upon  all  others,  at  least  until  the  first  are 
completed. 

The  legislature  is  informed  of  the  results  of  va- 
rious negotiations  which  have  been  entered  into 
during  the  year  for  the  sale  of  state  stocks.  Messrs. 
Rawlings  and  Oakley,  two  of  the  fund  commission- 
ers, contracted  with  a house  in  London  for  the  de- 


livery of  state  bonds  to  the  amount  of  four  mil- 
lions, half  a million  of  which  was  to  be  paid  in  rail 
road  iron,  and  $250,000  more  to  be  drawn  for  on 
the  delivery  of  the  bonds.  The  governor  informs 
the  assembly  that  he  hesitated  to  sign  bonds  to  the 
amount  of  $4,000,000  in  the  present  deranged  state 
of  financial  affairs,  and  in  fact  execute’d  such  pa- 
pers to  the  amount  only  of  $1,500,000 — that  sum 
being  necessary  to  secure  the  contract.  Other  ne- 
gotiations for  smaller  sums  are  mentioned.  In  re- 
ference  to  the  state  canal,  the  aggregate  cost  of 
which  when  completed,  will  be  over  eight  millions 
of  dollars,  more  than  usual  difficulty  has  been  ex- 
perienced in  the  efforts  made  to  procure  means  for 
its  prosecution.  The  failure  to  negotiate  loans  for 
the  carrying  on  of  this  work,  aside  from  the  de- 
rangement of  the  financial  affairs  of  this  country 
and  of  Europe,  is,  in  a great  measure,  attributable 
to  a provision  in  the  law  rendering  the  payments  of 
interest  annual.  It  is  usual  in  the  case' of  bonds 
generally  issued  by  states  to  stipulate  that  payments 
of  interest  shall  be  made  semi-annually  or  quarter- 
ly, which  of  course  gives  them  preference  in  the 
market  over  such  as  provide  for  less  frequent  pay- 
ments. The  discussion  of  topics  connected  with 
the  subjects  of  finance  and  internal  improvements 
occupies  the  greater  part  of  the  message. 

The  consideration  of  the  banking  affairs  of  the 
state  affords  matter  for  the  concluding  portion  of 
the  document.  The  views  of  the  governor  are  ex- 
pressed without  reserve,  and  the  opinion  is  declar- 
ed that  the  incorporation  of  companies  for  the  re- 
gulation of  the  financial  operations  of  the  country 
is  at  war  with  the  genius  of  a free  government. — 
The  message  dwells  at  some  length  upon  what  are 
considered  to  be  the  evils  of  a currency  liable  to 
expansions  and  contractions.  In  connection  with 
the  late  suspension  of  specie  payments  by  the  State 
bank  of  Illinois,  it  is  said  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
executive,  no  exigency  can  possibly  happen  to  jus- 
tify the  refusal  of  the  bank  to  pay  her  obligations  at 
maturity.  The  capital  stock  of  this  institution  was 
augmented  three  years  ago  by  state  subscription 
to  $2,000,000.  Some  charges  are  brought  against 
the  bank  without  other  specification  than  common 
rumor,  to  the  effect  that  instead  of  confining  her 
operations  within  the  provisions  of  her  charter  and 
the  oidinary  functions  which  properly  pertain  to  a 
just  exercise  of  her  privileges,  she  has  engaged  in 
speculating  in  the  staple  products  of  the  country, 
or  furnishing  the  greater  part  of  her  capital  to  a 
few  favorite  individuals  for  this  purpose.  It  is  re- 
commended that  no  law  be  passed  to  legalize  the 
suspension  of  specie  payments  on  the  part  of  the 
bank,  and  that  a rigid  and  thorough  examination  be 
instituted  into  its  condition.  [Balt.  Amer. 

IOWA. 

Upon  the  question  of  the  admission  of  Iowa  into 
the  union,  the  territorial  legislature  have  passed,  by 
a vote  of  21  to  4,  a resolution  that  it  is  inexpedient 
at  the  present  time  to  take  any  preparatory  steps 
towards  that  end. 

INVENTIONS,  IMPROVEMENTS,  &c. 

A printing  machine  of  extraordinary  powers  is  in 
operation  in  New  Jersey.  The  following, paragraph 
in  reference  to  it  is  from  the  Philadelphia  U.  S.  Ga- 
zette: 

A scientific  gentleman  of  our  city  felt  so  much 
interest  in  the  printing  machine  now  in  operation 
in  Hanover,  New  Jersey,  that  he  wrote  to  that  place 
for  information,  and  learned  that  the  machine  is  the 
invention  of  Mr.  Thomas  Trench.  The  rags  are 
taken  to  the  mill  and  made  into  paper;  that  paper 
is  run  on  a reel  and  taken  to  the  printing  machine, 
which  prints  six  spelling  books  in  one  minute,  and 
three  hundred  books  in  an  hour.  The  sheets  are 
printed  on  both  sides  at  one  operation.  The  types 
are  set  on  an  iron  cylinder,  and  one  revolution  prints 
a book.  The  ink  is  supplied  by  a roller  moved  by 
machinery. 

Mr.  Thomas  Trench  is  making  a machine  now 
which  prints  two  common  bibles  in  one  minute. — 
The  machinery  is  not  complicated.  We  have  seen 
samples  of  the  work,  which  appear  to  be  very 
good. 

The  Daguerreotype.  The  New  York  Observer 
has  been  favored  with  the  sight  of  a large  number 
of  pictures  from  a collection  of  the  exquisitely 
beautiful  results  of  this  wonderful  discovery,  just 
arrived  from  Paris,  several  of  them  by  Daguerre 
himself.  The  collection  is  in  the  hands  of  M. 
Gourraud,  a gentleman  of  taste,  who  arrived  in  the 
steam  packet  British  Queen,  and  who  made  himself 
acquainted  with  the  mode  of  obtaining  these  results, 
under  the  immediate  instruction  of  M.  Daguerre. 
M.  Gourraud  is  on  his  way  to  the  Havana  for  the 
purpose  of  transmitting  to  Paris  photographic  views 
of  the  scenery  of  that  part  of  the  world. 

Of  the  excellence  and  beauty  of  these  pictures, 
the  Observer  says: 


Our  readers  may  suppose  that,  after  reading  the 
highly  wrought  descriptions  of  the  new  art,  which 
we  have  transferred  to  our  paper  from  European 
prints  we  were  prepared  to  lorm  something  like  an 
adequate  conception  of  its  powers;  but  we  can  only 
say  as  the  queen  of  Sheba  said  after  examining  the 
exhibition  of  the  glory  of  Solomon,  “the  half  was 
not  told  us.”  We  can  find  no  language  to  express 
the  charm  of  these  pictures  painted  by  no  mortal 
hand.  We  are  not  surprised  to  learn  that  France 
and  all  Europe  are  so  enthusiastically  interested  in 
the  wonderful  discovery. 

We  are  told  that  the  shop  windows  in  Paris,  in 
which  the  photographic  pictures  are  exhibited,  are 
so  beset  by  the  crowd  that  the  streets  are  impassible 
in  their  vicinity.  M.  Daguerre,  we  are  also  inform- 
ed, is  wholly  occupied  in  answering  the  letters  sim- 
ply of  the  various  sovereigns  of  Europe,  w’ho  all 
seem  anxious  to  understand  the  new  art. 

We  hope  Mr.  Gourraud  will  stay  so  long  among 
us  as  to  give  us  a few  practical  lectures:  and  also 
to  furnish  an  opportunity  for  our  citizens  of  taste  to 
see  this  collection  of  nature’s  own  paintings. 

Dynamometer.  The  Boston  Daily  Advertiser 
thus  notices  a machine  in  the  “mechanic’s  exhibi- 
tion” of  that  city: 

“The  next  machine  in  order  is  a dynamometer, 
by  Samuel  Batchelder,  esq.  of  Saco.  This  we  be- 
lieve, is  a machine  entirely  new,  and  it  supplies  a 
want  which  has  long  been  felt.  Its  object  is  to 
measure  the  amount  of  power,  used  in  moving  any 
quantity  of  machinery,  or  the  degree  of  power, 
with  which  any  steam  engine  or  water  wheel  is 
working  at  any  time.  It  is  so  constructed  that  the 
whole  power  communicated  from  the  wheel  or 
drum  of  the  engine,  either  by  a belt  or  gearing  , 
may  be  made  to  pass  through  the  machine,  and, 
while  so  passing  through  it,  the  exact  amount  of 
power  exerted  is  weighed  by  means  of  a steelyard 
scale  and  weight,  with  the  accuracy  of  a Dearborn 
balance.  At  the  same  time,  the  velocity  is  indicat- 
ed by  a clock  index,  showing  the  number  of  feet 
which  the  hand  moves  per  minute.  The  weight 
indicated  by  the  balance,  multiplied  into  the  num- 
ber of  feet  indicated  by  the  clock,  shows  the  num- 
ber of  pounds  raised  one  foot  per  minute.  This, 
we  believe,  is  the  first  successful  attempt  to  attain 
this  object,  and  it  is  here  attained,  as  is  obvious  on 
inspection  of  the  machine,  with  mathematical  ac- 
curacy. The  machine  will  be  for  many  purposes, 
of  considerable  practical  utility.” 

Dr.  Webster’s  lecture  on  the  solidification  of  carbo- 
nic acid  gas.  Having  attended  a former  lecture  of 
Dr.  Webster  on  this  recent  discovery,  with  the 
highest  interest,  I cannot  but  call  the  attention  of 
the  public,  particularly  of  young  persons,  to  that 
which  he  intends  to  deliver  this  (Saturday)  evening, 
as  announced  in  the  newspapers.  But,  as  I am  ap- 
prehensive that  the  extremely  curious  subject  of  it, 
as  described  in  the  usual  scientific  language,  is  not 
fully  understood,  I beg  leave  to  state  in  a more  po- 
pular though  less  exact  form.  It  is,  in  plain  lan- 
guage, converting  one  of  the  component  ingredients 
of  the  common  air  we  breathe,  into  a solid  body,  so 
that  it  can  be  seen  and  handled.  And  surely,  if  any 
experiment  in  the  wonderful  science  of  chemistry, 
is  calculated  to  excite  our  astonishment,  this  is  such 
a one. 

Common  air,  as  chemists  inform  us,  is  not  a sim- 
ple substance,  but  a mixture  of  several  kinds  of  airs, 
as:  they  may  be  called,  technically  denominated 
gases;  forming  together  a compound  which  may  be 
compared  to  a mixed  liquid  consisting  of  water  and 
spirit,  or  other  fluids.  One  of  the  gases  contained 
in  common  air,  is  called  carbonic  acid  gas;  and  the 
reducing  of  this  gas  to  a solid  body  is  the  subject  of 
Dr.  Webster’s  singularly  curious  and  interesting  ex- 
periment. When,  however,  it  is  is  said  to  be  ren- 
dered solid,  it  must  not  be  supposed  that  it  is  made 
a hard  body  like  iron  or  stone;  though  solid,  it  is  soft 
and  yielding,  like  wax,  butter,  &c.  and  in  its  general 
appearance,  at  a little  distance  from  the  spectators  it 
bore  no  inconsiderable  resemblance  to  ice  cream. 

One  of  the  remarkable  properties  of  this  new 
body,  as  it  may  justly  be  termed,  is  its  capacity  of 
producing  the  most  intense  degree  of  cold  of  which 
we  have  hitherto  formed  any  conception.  By  mix- 
ing a portion  of  it  with  mercury,  the  mercury  is 
frozen  in  a few  seconds,  into  a solid  mass,  like  lead; 
and,  when  in  that  state,  if  brought  into  close  contact 
with  the  hand,  or  other  part  of  the  flesh,  will  almost 
instantaneously  produce  a blister.  This  experiment 
of  freezing  mercury  is  exhibited  in  the  course  of 
the  lecture. 

What  the  results  of  this  extraordinary  discovery 
may  be,  no  man  will  venture  to  prophecy.  But 
the  simple  experiment  itself,  as  performed  by  Dr. 
Webster,  is  certainly  one  of  the  most  wonderful  and 
interesting  in  modern  science. 

[ Boston  Daily  Adv.  and  Pat. 
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The  Phildelphia  Inquirer  says:  We  were  yester- 

day shown  a specimen  of  the  iron  manufactured  at 
Pottsville,  exclusively  of  the  iron  ore  of  that  region, 
and  through  the  agency  of  anthracite  coal.  Judges 
describe  it  as  equal  to  any  thing  of  the  kind  ever  im- 
ported. The  proportion  of  iron  obtained  from  the 
ore,  ranges  from  25  to  40  per  cent.  The  ore  may  be 
obtained  in  almost  any  quantity,  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  the  coal  veins;  and  it  is  said  to  work  more 
rapidly,  and  to  make  better  iron,  than  any  ore  that 
has  yet  been  tried.  Iron  furnaces  can  be  erected 
within  fifty  yards  of  immense  bodies  of  coal,  while 
the  soft  coal,  not  merchantable,  answers  admirably 
for  the  furnaces.  The  coal  does  not  cost  more  than 
$1  and  1 25  per  ton,  and  the  ore  can  be  obtained  at 
the  rate  of  from  $2  to  $3  per  ton.  In  the  anthracite 
furnaces,  every  particle  of  the  iron  is  obtained.  The 
experiment  has  been  fully  successful,  and  has  pro- 
duced no  little  satisfaction  among  the  friends  of 
American  manufactures,  and  those  interested  in  the 
prosperity  of  the  Schuylkill  coal  region.  The  fur- 
nace is  now  in  operation,  and  runs  off  from  5 $ to  6 
tons  every  24  hours.  We  are  assured  that  in  no  in- 
stance has  a particle  of  charcoal  been  employed. — 
This  is  a great  matter  for  Pennsylvania,  and,  pro- 
perly followed  up,  cannot  but  be  productive  of  the 
most  important  results. 

A writer  over  the  signature  of  “anti-patent” 
in  the  Inquirer,  says:  The  community  is  quite  alive 
to  the  operations  of  the  furnaces  at  Mauch  Chunk 
and  Pottsville,  making  iron  with  hot  blast  and  an- 
thracite coal.  This  is  the  commencement  of  a new 
era  in  the  iron  business  ot  Pennsylvania,  which  is 
destined  to  become  the  largest  and  most  important 
business  in  the  United  States. 

It  has  generally  happened,  that  the  introduction  of 
any  thing  new  in  any  branch  of  manufacture,  has 
set  numerous  heads  to  work  to  contrive  some  new 
application  of  the  novel  principle  which  may  secure 
to  its  inventor  a fortune  from  a patent.  I would  be 
sorry  to  see  the  iron  business  of  our  state  encum- 
bered farther  in  this  way.  Mr.  Crane  has  already 
secured  a patent  for  the  application  of  hot  blast  and 
anthracite  coal,  which  is  equally  applicable  to  the 
common  reverberatory  furnace,  by  furnishing  it  with 
an  air  chamber  under  the  grate;  and  then  this  furnace 
may  be  applied  to  puddling  iron  or  remelting  it,  or 
heating  it  ior  welding  or  rolling.  The  same  combina- 
tion may  also  be  used  in  a similar  manner  in  the 
furnaces  of  steam  engines  for  rising  steam,  and  in 
fact,  in  all  fires  or  furnaces  for  almost  any  purpose. 
The  anthracite  does  not  readily  combine  with  oxy- 
gen, unless  previously  brojught  to  a red  heat,  and 
when  cold  air  is  blown  upon  it  in  a rapid  current, 
its  effect,  in  most  instances,  is  to  chill  the  fire  in- 
stead of  increasing  its  heat. 

I send  you  these  remarks  for  publication  that  no 
one  may  hereafter  lay  claim  to  a patent  for  the  ap- 
plication of  hot  air  and  anthracite  coal  to  any  of  the 
purposes  above  mentioned,  unless  he  invents  some 
superior  form  of  furnace  in  which  to  use  them. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR. 

War  department,  November  30,  1839. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  the  fol- 
lowing report  upon  the  several  branches  of  the  pub- 
lic service  confided  to  my  charge. 

The  army,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  accompanying 
report  of  the  commanding  general,  has  been  kept 
on  active  duty  during  the  past  year.  In  Florida, 
on  the  western,  northern  and  maritime  frontiers, 
the  troops  have  been  constantly  and  usefully  em- 
ployed. The  experience  of  the  last  summer  has 
confirmed  the  opinion,  always  entertained  by  the 
department,  that  great  and  decided  advantages  may 
accrue  to  the  service  from  keeping  the  troops  to- 
gether in  as  large  masses  as  the  circumstances  of 
the  country  will  permit.  The  camp  of  instruction 
at  Trenton,  and  the  concentration  of  the  regiments 
of  some  few  of  the  posts  on  the  northern  frontier, 
were  attended  with  the  most  salutary  effects,  and 
it  affords  me  the  highest  gratification  to  be  able  to 
bear  testimony  to  the  exertions  of  the  superior  of- 
fleers,  and  to  the  zeal  and  industry  evinced  by  those 
of  every  grade  in  their  camp  and  garrison  duties, 
and  in  drilling  and  instructing  their  men.  On  this 
occasion,  as  well  as  in  the  field,  the  deficiency  of 
company  officers  was  apparent,  and  the  injury  to 
the  service  from  taking  so  many  staff  officers  from 
the  line  was  sensibly  felt.  Indeed,  it  is  manifest  that 
the  army  cannot  be  efficient  under  its  present  organi- 
zation, and  that  the  staff  ought  to  be  separated  from 
the  line.  Some  further  legislative  enactments  are 
required  to  prevent  improper  recruits  being  re- 
ceived into  the  military  service,  and  to  punish  per- 
sons who  knowdngly  and  wilfully  swear  falsely  when 
taking  the  oath  required  by  regulations  to  be  ad- 
ministered to  them.  Minors  not  unlfequently  im- 
pose themselves  upon  the  recruiting  officer,  by 
swearing  that  they  are  of  age,  or  by  producing  false 


certificates  of  the  consent  of  their  parents  and  guar- 
dians to  their  enlistment,  and  after  receiving  iheii 
clothing,  and  otherwise  putting  the  government  to 
expense,  claim  to  be  released  on  the  plea  of  being 
under  age.  The  commission  of  this  ctiine  is  of  so 
frequent  occurrence  as  to  call  for  a remedy.  It  is 
perjury,  and  out  to  be  so  regarded  and  punished. 
Experience  at  some  of  the  recruiting  stations  where 
boys  have  been  taken  into  the  service,  with  the 
consent  of  parents  and  guardians,  as  drummers  and 
musicians,  convinces  me  that  a plan  similar  to  that 
so  advantageously  carried  into  effect  in  the  navy, 
might  be  adopted  with  great  advantage  in  the  army; 
and  I recommend  an  extension  of  the  law  of  March 
2,  1837,  providing  for  the  enlistment  of  boys  for 
the  naval  service,  to  embrace  the  army  and  ord- 
nance. \ 

The  works  directed  by  congress  to  be  construct- 
ed on  the  northern  frontier  have  been  commenced 
and  are  in  progress.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that,  owing 
to  some  misunderstanding,  the  appropriation  asked 
for  to  enable  the  department  to  fortify  the  outlet 
of  Lake  Champlain  was  struck  out  of  the  bill  for 
the  defence  of  the  country.  This  work  is  deemed 
of  essential  importance,  as  likewise  one  at  or  near 
old  Fort  Covington,  and  barracks  at  Black  Rock, 
and  in  the  neighborhood  of  Detroit.  Hopes  are  en- 
tertained that  congress  will  not  again  withhold  the 
necessary  appropriations  to  enable  the  department 
to  commence  these  works,  and  to  complete  those 
already  begun  with  as  little  delay  as  practicable. — 
The  disturbed  state  of  the  Canada  frontier,  and  the 
absolute  necessity  which  exists  to  keep  upon  that 
line  as  large  a force  as  can  be  spared  from  other 
points,  will  require  the  erection  of  permanent  and 
comfortable  barracks.  One  of  the  principal  causes 
of  desertion  is  to  be  found  in  the  crowded  and  un- 
comfortable condition  of  the  soldiers.  I speak  from 
my  own  knowledge,  when  I say  that  our  soldiers 
are  better  paid,  fed  and  clothed,  than  any  troops  in 
Europe;  but  an  equal  regard  to  truth  forces  me  to 
acknowledge  that  they  are  worse  lodged.  Indeed, 
I feel  compelled  to  state  that  the  comfort  of  the 
soldiers  in  this  respect,  has  been  totally  neglected. 
It  is  essential  to  their  health,  their  morals  and  their 
discipline,  that  good  barracks  should  be  constructed 
wherever  the  troops  are  to  be  permanently  quar- 
tered, and  that  they  should  be  decently  furnished 
and  supplied. 

The  causes  which  call  for  the  speedy'  completion 
of  the  chain  of  posts  upon  the  western  frontier  have 
been  so  often  stated,  that  it  appears  unnecessary  to 
state  them  here.  But  it  is  proper  for  me  to  add, 
that  these  dangers  have  become  more  imminent 
from  the  presence  there  of  the  Seininoles  and  Che- 
rokees,  wtio  lately  emigrated  under  circumstances 
not  calculated  to  render  them  friendly  to  the  whites. 
The  turbulent  and  ambitious  character  of  some  of 
these  ctiiefs,  and  the  cold-blooded  and  cruel  mur- 
ders committed  by  theirorders  upon  their  unoffend- 
ing countrymen,  whose  only  crimes  were  their 
friendship  for  the  whites,  their  love  of  peace,  and 
their  devotion  to  the  best  interest  of  their  nation, 
may  lead  to  fatal  consequences,  in  spite  of  the 
prudence  and  lorbearance  of  the  public  authorities. 
In  virtue  of  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty,  and  in 
pursuance  of  our  duty  as  guardians  of  the  red  men, 
and  of  our  obligations  to  see  the  laws  of  the  coun- 
try duly  executed,  (for  one  of  these  chiefs  was 
murdered  with  circumstances  of  savage  barbarity 
within  the  boundaries  of  the  state  of  Arkansas), 
orders  have  been  issued  to  demand  the  murderers, 
and  to  take  measures  to  extend  the  protecting  arm 
of  government  over  the  unfortunate  men  who  sign- 
ed the  treaty  of  New  Echota,  and  who  are  pro- 
scribed and  outlawed  by  the  willing  instruments  of 
the  vengeance  or  ambitious  projects  of  John  Ross 
and  other  chiefs  of  the  nation.  It  is,  therefore,  of 
the  last  importance  that  the  fortresses  on  that  fron- 
tier should  be  completed  and  the  force  strengthen- 
ed. 

The  solicitude  felt  by  you  at  the  close  of  the  last 
session  of  congress  on  the  subject  of  the  defences 
of  the  country  on  our  maritime  frontier  led  to  a 
still  closer  examination  into  their  condition.  They 
were  found,  as  had  been  before  stated,  unfinished, 
unarmed,  and  totally  inadequate  to  protect  the  har- 
bors they  are  intended  to  guard  from  the  attacks  of 
a comparatively  small  force.  This  conviction,  forc- 
ed upon  my'  mind  by  the  reports  of  the  chief  en- 
gineer, has  since  been  confirmed  by  personal  in- 
spection in  every  instance  w'here  it  has  been  in  my 
power  to  visit  the  works.  Our  principal  cities  on 
the  seaboard  are  at  this  time  exposed  to  be  laid  un- 
der contribution,  and  our  navy  yards  to  be  destroy- 
ed, without  the  possibility  of  defending  them  — 
When  the  works  now  in  progress  in  Boston  harbor 
are  finished,  that  place  will  be  perfectly  secure; 
and  a small  addition  to  those  at  Newport  will  de- 
prive an  enemy  of  that  fine  roadstead;  but  Ports- 
mouth is  entirely’  defenceless,  Pensacola  exposed, 


and  the  important  city  and  harbor  of  New  York 
are  still  very  ineffectually  protected,  and  will  re- 
main so  even  after  all  the  works  now  in  progress 
shall  be  completed  and  armed.  It  is  obvious  that 
the  entrance  of  that  harbor  at  the  narrows  cannot 
be  defended  by  the  works  on  Long  Island  alone; 
but  that  the  opposite  shore  on  Staten  Island,  must 
likewise  be  fortified.  The  state  of  New  York,  in 
whose  possession  the  lands  still  remains,  has  erect- 
ed some  works  there  which  are  so  entirely  itieffi- 
cient  that  their  existence  in  their  present  condition 
is  calculated  to  deceive  the  ignorant,  who  might 
attempt  their  defence,  and  even  afford  facilities  to 
an  invading  force  in  its  efforts  to  enter  the  harbor. 
Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Chaileston,  Savannah,  and 
the  ports  in  the  gulf  all  require  further  protection 
to  render  them  sale  from  attack.  In  a report,  pre- 
paring in  reply  to  a resolution  oflhe  senate,  calling 
lor  information  on  this  subject,  I shall  enter  into  all 
the  details  connected  with  il;  but  I cannot  refrain 
from  remaiking  here  that  a due  regard  for  the  se- 
curity and  honor  of  the  country  requires  that  an 
effort  should  be  made  with  as  little  delay  as  pos- 
sible to  place  our  exposed  frontiers  in  a peifect 
state  of  defence.  Intimately  connected  with  this 
subject  is  the  organization  of  volunteer  corps  in  the 
imrnedia  e vicinity  of  the  forts.  The  policy  and 
even  necessity  of  this  measure  have  been  stated  in 
my  preceding  reports,  and  are  almost  too  obvious 
to  need  repetition.  Even  under  the  former  very 
defective  system  of  keeping  the  regular  forces  in 
garrison  within  the  forts  along  our  whole  line  of 
frontier,  they  are  insufficient  for  their  defence. — 
But  if  the  army  of  the  United  States  is  to  be  ren- 
dered efficient  and  its  discipline  preserved,  it  must 
be  kept  together  in  masses,  and  the  garrison  duty 
be  performed  by  small  detachments,  aided  in  case 
of  need,  by  the  neighboring  militia.  Accompany- 
ing this  report  is  a minute  detail  of  the  number  of 
troops  required  to  man  the  forts  upon  the  maiitime 
and  inland  frontiers.  These  must  be  drawn  chi.  fly 
from  the  people,  and,  to  be  effective  in  war,  they 
must  be  drilled  and  taught  their  military  duties  in 
time  of  peace.  A plan  for  this  purpose  was  sub- 
mitted to  congress  in  1837,  and  again  recommend- 
ed the  following  year,  but  not  acted  upon.  Having 
understood  that  the  chief  objection  to  its  adoption 
consists  in  its  being  limited  to  a comparatively 
small  body  of  men,  and  that  it  was  the  desire  of 
congress,  as  well  as  of  the  nation,  that  a plan  for  the 
organization  of  the  militia  of  the  U.  States  should 
emanate  from  this  department,  I have  thought  it 
my  duty  to  make  the  attempt,  and  although  I en- 
tered upon  the  task  with  reluctance  and  great  dif- 
fidence, I feel  confident  that  the  project  herewith 
submitted  >s  practicable,  and  that,  while  it  will  di- 
minish the  buiden  of  personal  service  now  exacted 
from  the  citizen.it  will  ensure  the  prompt  and  ef- 
ficient applicalion  of  the  national  force  to  the  na- 
tional defence. 

It  is  proposed  to  divide  the  United  States  into 
eight  military  districts,  and  to  organize  the  militia 
in  each  district,  so  as  to  have  a body  of  twelve 
thousand  five  hundred  men  in  active  service;  and 
another  of  equal  number  as  a reserve.  This  would 
give  an  armed  rnilitia  force  of  two  hundred  thou- 
sand men,  so  drilled  and  stationed  as  to  he  ready  to 
take  their  places  in  the  ranks  in  defence  of  the 
country,  whenever  called  upon  to  oppose  the  ene- 
my or  repel  the  invader.  The  age  of  ttie  recruit  to 
be  from  twenty  to  thirty-seven.'  The  whole  term 
of  service  to  he  eight  years — four  years  in  the  first 
class,  and  four  in  the  reserve.  One-fourth  part 
(twenty-five  thousand  men)  to  leave  the  service 
every  year,  passing,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  fir^t 
term,  into  the  reserve,  and  exempted  from  ordinary 
rnilitia  duty  altogether  at  the  end  of  the  second.  I n 
this  manner  twenty-five  thousand  men  will  be  dis- 
charged from  militia  duty  every  year,  and  twenty- 
five  thousand  fresh  recruits  be  received  into  the 
service.  It  will  be  sufficient  for  all  useful  pur- 
poses that  the  remainder  of  the  militia,  under  cer- 
tain regulations  provided  for  their  government,  be 
enrolled  and  be  mustered  at  long  and  stated  inter- 
vals; for,  iri  due  process  of  time,  nearly  the  whole 
mass  of  the  militia  will  pass  through  tiie  first  and 
second  classes,  and  be  either  members  of  the  active 
corps,  or  of  the  reserve,  or  counted  among  the  ex- 
empts, who  will  be  liable  to  be  called  upon  only  in 
periods  of  invasion  or  imminent  peril.  The  man- 
ner of  enrolment,  the  number  of  days  of  service, 
and  the  rate  of  compensation,  ought  to  be  fixed  by 
law;  but  the  details  had  better  be  left  subject  to 
regulation — a plan  of  which  I am  prepared  io  sub- 
mit to  you. 

Congress  having  expressed  a desire  that  an  at- 
tempt should  be  made  to  terminate  the  war  in 
Florida  by  pacific  measures,  and  appropriated  a 
sum  of  money  for  that  purpose,  the  department, 
early  in  the  spring,  despatched  major  general  Ma- 
comb to  open  a communication  with  the  Indians, 
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and,  if  possible,  to  treat  with  them.  He  succeeded 
with  difficulty  in  obtaining  an  interview  with  some 
of  the  chiefs  and  headmen,  and  made  an  arrange- 
ment which  it  was  hoped  might  put  a stop  to  this 
long  protracted  war.  Its  only  result,  however,  has 
been  the  loss  of  many  valuable  lives.  Our  people 
fell  a sacrifice  to  their  confidence  in  the  good  faith 
and  promises  of  the  Indians,  and  were  entrapped 
and  murdered  with  all  the  circumstances  of  cruelty 
and  treachery  which  distinguish  Indian  warfare. — 
Composed,  as  the  Florida  Indians  are,  of  the  rem- 
nants of  tribes  that  have  taken  refuge  there,  and 
acknowledging  no  common  head,  no  treaty  stipu- 
lations that  are  not  sanctioned  by  each  and  every 
tribe  can  be  regarded  as  binding;  nor  can  the  go- 
vernment consider  the  country  pacified  until  there 
has  been  a general  submission  of  all  the  chiefs  of 
the  various  tribes  of  Indians  inhabiting  the  penin- 
sula. The  experience  of  the  last  summer  brings 
with  it  the  painful  conviction  that  the  war  must  be 
prosecuted  until  Florida  is  freed  from  these  ruthless 
savages.  Their  late  treacherous  and  cruel  conduct 
is  too  generally  known  to  require  a repetition  of 
the  revolting  recital.  It  has  been  such  a3  is  calcu- 
lated to  deprive  them  of  the  sympathy  of  Ihe  hu- 
mane, and  to  convince  the  most  peaceable  of  the 
necessity  of  subduing  them  by  force.  With  this 
view,  the  regular  forces  have  been  augmented  in 
Florida  as  much  as  the  circumstances  of  the  coun- 
try will  permit,  and  orders  have  been  given  to 
change,  for  the  present,  the  theatre  of  operations. 
The  frequent  murders  committed  in  west  and  mid- 
dle Florida  show  that  there  are  still  small  bauds  of 
Indians  lurking  there;  and  it  is  the  determination 
of  the  department,  in  tile  first  place,  to  drive  them 
from  that  portion  of  the  territory,  and  free  the  set- 
tlements from  further  molestation.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  posts  on  the  Atlantic  and  the  gulf  will  be 
maintained,  in  order  to  protect  the  passing  trade, 
in  which  effort  it  is  expected  the  navy  will  co-ope- 
rate. For  this  purpose,  the  vessels  hitherto  em- 
ployed on  the  coast  have  been  transferred  to  that 
department. 

Until  the  operations  of  the  campaign  were  inter- 
rupted in  the  attempt  to  negotiate  with  the  Indians, 
they  were  conducted  with  vigor  and  ability  under 
that  zealous  and  indefatigable  officer,  brigadier 
general  Taylor,  who  accomplished  all  that  could  be 
expected  with  the  very  limited  means  at  his  com- 
mand, spread  out  as  they  were  over  so  extensive  a 
field  of  operations.  Throughout  the  whole  of  this 
disastrous  war,  the  officers  and  men  engaged  in  it 
have  endured  fatigue  and  privations,  sickness  and 
suffering,  without  a murmur  or  complaint,  and  have, 
on  all  occasions,  exhibited  the  qualities  of  brave 
and  good  soldiers.  With  untiring  perseverance, 
they  have  opened  roads  through  the  swamps  in 
pursuit  of  the  enemy,  and,  whenever  they  could 
bring  him  to  battle,  displayed  the  utmost  coolness 
and  intrepidity;  in  every  instance  driving  him  from 
his  fastnesses.  But  all  these  exertions  and  sacri- 
fices have  proved  unavailing.  Heretofore  the  In- 
dian population  of  our  states  and  territories  has 
been  expelled  by  the  gradual  increase  and  advances 
of  a superior  race.  Whereas,  in  Florida,  the  at- 
tempt has  been  made,  for  the  first  time,  to  drive 
the  aborigines  from  the  unsettled  wilderness,  or, 
what  is  still  more  difficult,  to  catch  them  for  the 
purpose  of  transporting  them  beyond  its  limits. — 
If  the  Indians  of  Florida  had  a country  to  retire  to, 
they  would  have  been  driven  out  of  the  territory 
long  ago;  but  they  are  hemmed  in  by  the  sea,  and 
must  defend  themselves  to  the  uttermost,  or  sur- 
render to  be  transported  beyond  it.  To  reduce 
them  to  that  extremity,  spread,  as  they  are,  over  a 
space  of  at  least  forty-five  thousand  square  miles  of 
country,  abounding  in  provisions  suited  to  their 
habits,  defended  by  a climate  benign  to  them,  but 
deadly  to  the  whites,  and  presenting  difficulties  to 
the  march  of  armies  that  have  been  often  described 
and  cannot  be  exaggerated,  will  require  great  ex- 
ertions, and,  probably,  other  means  than  those 
hitherto  tried. 

The  passage  of  the  bill  introduced  in  the  senate 
during  the  last  session,  and  partially  acted  upon  in 
congress,  for  the  military  occupation  of  Florida, 
would,  it  is  believed,  be  attended  with  beneficial 
effects;  and  I further  recommend  that  authority  be 
given  to  the  executive  to  raise  one  thousand  men 
to  serve  during  the  wai»  in  Florida,  who  shall  re- 
ceive the  pay  of  dragoons,  and,  upon  its  termina- 
tion, a bounty  in  land.  These  men  it  is  proposed 
to  arm  and  equip  and  drill  in  a manner  to  render 
them  equal  to  the  Indian  warrior  in  vigor  and  en- 
durance, and  to  employ  them  in  active  operations 
during  the  ensuing  winter.  The  exigencies  of  the 
service  at  this  particular  juncture  compel  me  to 
ask  this  additional  force.  It  will  be  seen  that  the 
state  of  the  western  frontier  requires  the  forces 
there  to  be  increased  rather  than  diminished,  and 
the  condition  of  the  Canada  frontier  wiil  not  allow 


the  withdrawal  of  the  troops  at  present  stationed 
there.  It  was  believed  that  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  upon  that  border  had  been  convinced 
of  the  impropriety  of  interfering  in  the  concerns  of 
their  neighbors,  and  of  the  criminality  of  violating 
the  laws  of  the  country;  and  notwithstanding  the 
alarming  information  communicated  through  the 
department  of  state  of  the  existence  there  of  new 
combinations  and  conspiracies  against  law  and  or- 
der, hopes  are  entertained  that  no  real  danger  ex- 
ists of  any  further  outrages  being  perpetrated  by 
our  fellow  citizens  on  that  frontier.  If,  contrary  to 
our  just  expectations,  those  persons  who  have 
sought  refuge  within  the  territories  of  the  United 
States  should  themselves  commit  any  acts  of  vio- 
lence upon  the  persons  or  property  of  her  majesty’s 
subjects  in  Canada,  or  persuade  others  to  do  so, 
and  renew  the  disgraceful  scenes  enacted  upon 
that  frontier  during  the  last  season,  it  may  become 
necessary'  that  the  wisdom  of  congress  should  de- 
vise some  means  of  effectually  restraining  them 
from  further  violating  the  laws  of  the  country  which 
has  offered  them  an  asylum. 

Having  twice  brought  to  your  notice  the  import- 
ance of  establishing  a national  foundry,  I feel  some 
reluctance  to  speak  of  it  a third  time;  but  the  ne- 
cessity of  our  possessing  an  efficient  train  of  field 
artillery,  and  an  ample  armament  for  the  fortifica- 
tions, is  so  urgent,  that  this  defect  in  our  system 
is  constantly  forced  upon  my  notice.  In  a country 
situated  like  ours,  and  governed  by  a policy  which 
seeks  the  greatest  good  to  the  greatest  numbers, 
warlike  preparations  ought  to  be  chiefly,  if  not  al- 
together, defensive,  and  a numerous  and  well-ap- 
pointed artillery,  combined  with  the  skill  and  cha- 
racter of  our  light  troops,  together  with  the  extent 
of  our  means  to  compel  an  enemy  to  keep  together 
in  masses,  will  constitute  the  most  effective  ele- 
ments of  defence  throughout  every  portion  of  the 
United  States.  In  attaining  this  end,  which  has 
been  kept  steadily  in  view  for  the  last  two  years, 
the  department  has  encountered  great  obstacles 
from  the  want  of  a national  establishment  where 
experiments  can  be  made  and  perfect  models  con- 
structed. The  small  arms  manufactured,  or  rather 
those  which  will  be  made  henceforth  in  this  coun- 
try at  the  private  as  well  as  national  armories,  will 
challenge  a comparison  with  any  in  the  world. — 
This  desirable  end  has  been  brought  about  by  im- 
provements begun  and  perfected  in  the  national 
armories;  and,  by  requiring  the  same  improvements 
in  their  machinery,  equally  good  arms  will  be  ob- 
tained from  the  private  contractors.  But  we  have 
no  means  of  pursuing  the  same  method  in  founding 
cannon,  and  the  result  has  been  an  uncertainty  in 
their  manufacture,  which  may  be  attended  at  some 
future  period  with  the  most  fatal  consequences. — 
There  would  likewise  be  very  great  economy  in 
having  a national  manufactory  of  gunpowder,  and 
at  all  events  an  appropriation  ought  to  be  made  at 
the  present  session  to  enable  the  department  to  lay 
in  a stock  of  materials  for  the  manufacture  of  this 
necessary  article.  In  answer  to  its  inquiries  on 
this  subject,  the  department  learned,  with  great 
anxiety,  that  there  was  not  a sufficient  supply  of 
saltpetre  or  sulphur  in  the  country,  at  the  close  of 
the  last  session  of  congress,  for  three  months’  sup- 
ply of  our  armies  in  case  of  war.  This  deficiency 
has  been  partially  remedied;  but  the  war  depart- 
ment ought  to  be  authorised  to  keep  on  hand  at 
least  a twelvemonth’s  supply  of  these  necessary  ar- 
ticles, which  may  be  stored  for  any  length  of  time 
without  risk  of  destruction  or  deterioration. 

While  speaking  of  the  wants  of  the  ordnance,  it 
affords  me  great  pleasure  to  be  able  to  state  that 
there  has  been  lately  an  improvement  in  the  organi- 
zation of  that  branch  of  the  service,  combining 
economy  with  greater  efficiency,  and  that  the  board 
of  ordnance  officers  which  I was  authorised  to  em- 
ploy last  year  has  been  assiduously  engaged,  and 
has  made  great  progress  in  reducing  to  a system 
the  mode  of  fabricating  all  kinds  of  ordnance  stores, 
and  in  fixing  their  patterns,  forms  and  dimensions. 
The  construction  of  war  rockets  has  been  com- 
menced, and  experiments  are  in  progress  to  test 
their  effects;  while  those  which  have  been  tried  in 
firing  hollow  shot  from  howitzers  of  the  largest 
caliber  have  been  entirely  satisfactory.  The  new 
buildings  authorised  by  congress  lor  arsenals,  maga- 
zines and  depots  of  arms,  are  in  progress  of  con- 
struction, and  the  works  generally  have  been  press- 
ed on  as  far  as  the  funds  would  permit. 

At  the  risk  of  being  importunate,  I must  again 
urge  the  expediency  of  selling  the  mineral  lands. — 
Experience  has  confirmed  the  views  formerly  pre- 
sented on  this  subject,  and  proves  conclusively  that 
no  benefit  whatever  results  to  the  United  States 
from  the  present  system  of  leasing  them,  while  the 
advancement  of  that  portion  of  the  country  is  sen- 
sibly retarded,  and  the  product  of  the  mining  opera- 
tions much  diminished  by  it. 


The  duties  of  the  quartermaster’s  department 
have  been  performed  with  an  ability,  intergrity  and 
promptitude,  which  reflect  the  highest  credit  on  all 
its  officers,  and  their  accounts  have  been  rendered 
with  commendable  despatch  and  accuracy.  Its 
present  organization  is  sufficient  to  enable  it  to  dis- 
charge all  the  duties  which  may  devolve  upon  it  in 
peace  or  war;  and  while  it  has  contributed  essen- 
tially to  the  efficiency  of  the  service,  it  has  intro- 
duced great  economy  in  the  administrative  branches 
of  the  army. 

The  works  under  the  direclion  of  the  quarter- 
master general  have  been  carried  on  as  rapidly  as 
circumstances  would  permit.  The  southern  sec- 
tion of  the  great  western  road,  extending  from  the 
Red  river  to  the  Arkansas,  (one  hundred  and  forty 
miles),  has  been  completed.  The  middle  section 
extending  from  Fort  Leavenworth  to  Marias  de 
Cyzae,  seventy-two  miles,  has  also  been  finished, 
and  measures  have  been  taken  to  continue  the 
work  to  Spring  river,  eighty  six  miles  further. — 
One  hundred  and  twenty-eight  miles  will  then  re- 
main of  the  route  to  Arkansas,  which  will  be  work- 
ed upon  the  next  season.  The  survey  of  the  route 
from  Fort  Leavenw'orth  to  Fort  Snelling  has  been 
completed;  but  as  the  country  presents  an  open 
prairie,  that  may  be  traversed  in  all  directions 
without  difficulty,  I shall  not  do  more  than  mark 
out  the  most  direct  route,  unless  Otherwise  Instruct- 
ed by  congress, 

The  difficulty  of  obtaining  laborers  at  Fort  Smith 
has  retarded  the  progress  of  that  work.  The  de- 
fences projected  on  the  Illinois  river,  west  of  the 
boundary  of  Arkansas,  have  been  commenced  by  a 
detachment  of  dragoons  under  lieutenant  colonel 
Mason,  and  will  be  prosecuted  vigorously  the  next 
season. 

I beg  once  more  to  call  your  attention  to  the  sub- 
ject of  paymasters,  and  to  repeat  my  recommenda- 
tion that  two  of  the  present  paymasters  should  be 
appointed  assistant  paymasters  general,  with  the 
pay  and  emoluments  of  lieutenant  colonels,  who,  in 
addition  to  their  present  duties,  should  have  the  su- 
perintendence of  such  officers  of  this  branch  of  the 
service  as  serve  with  armies  in  the  field;  and,  fur- 
ther, to  renew  my  application  in  favor  of  allowing 
paymasters  employed  in  paying  volunteers  and 
militia  in  active  service  a small  per  centage,  to  co- 
ver unvoidable  losses  and  disallowances  in  the  set- 
tlement of  their  accounts. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  report  of  the  surgeon  ge- 
neral that  the  medical  staff'  of  the  army  has  been 
actively  and  steadily'  employed  during  the  past  sea- 
son. The  officers  of  that  important  branch  of  the 
service  deserve  great  credit  for  the  manner  in  which 
they  have  discharged  their  laborious  and  responsible 
duties.  The  disposition  they  manifest  to  avail 
themselves  of  every  opportunity  to  collect  facts 
which  may  afford  useful  contributions  to  science  is 
justly  appreciated  by  the  department,  and  will  be 
encouraged.  The  extensive  disbursements  of  the 
medical  officers  render  it  necessary  that  the  bureau 
here  should  be  able  to  exact  the  strictest  account- 
ability from  them,  and  to  examine  and  revise  the  ac- 
counts so  as  to  close  them  monthly,  if  possible.— 
Owing  to  the  want  of  proper  assistance,  they  had 
been  suffered  to  fall  into  arrears,  and  have  only 
been  brought  up  by  keeping  in  the  bureau  an  offi- 
cer of  the  corps  from  important  duties  in  the  field. 
I recommend,  therefore,  that  the  office  here  be  al- 
lowed an  addilional  clerk. 

The  extensive  system  of  river  and  harbor  im- 
provements, involving,  as  it  does,  a very  large  ex- 
penditure of  public  money,  requires  revision,  both 
in  regard  to  the  principle  upon  which  such  improve- 
ments ought  to  be  authorised,  and  the  manner 
in  which  they  ought  to  be  conducted.  It  is  appa- 
rent that  too  many  of  these  works  have  been  au- 
thorised without  that  detailed  examination  which  is 
necessary  to  determine  either  their  extent  or  gene- 
ral usefulness,  and  commenced  without  inquiring 
whether  the  advantages  to  result  from  their  comple- 
tion are  commensurate  to  the  cost  of  their  construc- 
tion. Many  of  the  artificial  harbors,  therefore,  are 
altogether  too  small  for  the  trade  they  are  intended 
to  shelter.  Some  of  them  are  misplaced,  while 
others,  again,  have  been  commenced  with  so  little 
judgment,  that  it  would  prove  a cheaper  process  to 
move  the  towrn  to  a convenient  position  than  to 
remove  the  obstacles  which  obstruct  the  channel  of 
the  river  that  leads  up  to  it;  and  yet  large  sums  of 
money  have  been  expended  in  the  latter  attempt. — 
The  already  important  and  daily  increasing  trade  of 
the  great  lakes  and  estuaries  which  encompass  and 
indent  the  United  States,  demands  the  fostering 
care  of  the  government;  but,  in  order  that  its  inter- 
ference may  be  effectually  and  constitutionally  ex- 
erted, it  ought  to  be  confined  to  such  works  as  are  of 
general  utility,  and  not  extended  into  every  creek 
or  inlet  where  a favored  village  may  require  easier 
access  for  a market  boat.  This  abuse  which  is  cal- 
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culated  to  bringthe  whole  system  into  deserved  dis- 
repute, can  only  be  remedied  by  directing  a previ- 
ous examination  to  be  made  by  this  department 
into  the  nature  of  the  proposed  work,  and  a full  re- 
port on  the  proper  method  of  obtaining  the  object 
contemplated,  setting  forth  the  public, "not  partial, 
advantages  likely  to  result  from  it,  as  well  as  the 
probable  cost  of  its  completion. 

I beg  leave,  through  you  to  offer  my  objections  to 
the  restrictions  sometimes  imposed  by  congress  on 
the  manner  of  conducting  works  of  internal  im- 
provement. The  appropriation  is  frequently  ac- 
companied by  directions  to  expend  the  money  ac- 
cording to  a given  plan.  Now,  it  riot  unfrequently 
happens,  that  when  the  plan  to  which  the  depart- 
ment is  confined  comes  to  be  well  examined,  it  is 
found  to  be  inapplicable,  and,  heretofore,  large 
sums  have  been  thrown  away  in  attempts  to  carry 
them  out,  because  the  engineers  did  not  think  them- 
selves authorised  to  alter  or  amend  them  in  any 
particular.  On  the  coast  and  on  navigable  waters, 
gales  of  wind  or  floods  may  affect,  so  materially, 
the  structure  of  the  place  to  be  worked  upon,  as  to 
require  a total  change  of  plan;  or  improvements 
may  be  discovered  or  suggested,  which  never  oc- 
curred to  the  original  projector,  and  which  may  re- 
quire an  entire  alteration  in  the  mode  of  conduct- 
ing the  work,  in  order  to  secure  efficiency  and 
economy  in  its  execution.  The  light  house  pro- 
jected on  the  Brandywine  shoal  is  an  example  of 
the  pernicious  effects  of  this  restriction.  To  execute 
this  work  according  to  the  plan  adopted  by  con- 
gress, will  require  so  much  more  than  the  sum  ap- 
ropriated,  that  it  has  been  deemed  prudent  not  to 
egin  the  work  at  all  until  the  whole  estimated 
cost  is  placed  at  the  disposition  of  the  department; 
the  situation  of  the  site  rendering  it  very  hazardous 
to  leave  a half  finished  w'ork  exposed  to  the  fury  of 
the  winds  and  waves.  AVhereas,  it  is  possible,  if 
the  department  were  left  at  liberty  to  act,  that  the 
object  might  be  attained  at  much  less  expense. 

The  report  of  the  chief  of  the  topographical  en- 
gineers, containing  a more  than  usually  detailed 
statement  of  the  history  and  progress  of  the  works 
under  the  immediate  superintendence  of  that  offi- 
cer, will  be  presented  in  a few  days;  together  with 
detailed  estimates  of  the  probable  cost  of  each 
work,  and  of  the  sums  required  from  year  to  year; 
the  same  course  will  be  pursued  with  respect  to  the 
improvements  and  civil  works  under  the  superin- 
tendence of  the  chief  engineer,  so  as  to  present  to 
congress,  at  one  view,  the  whole  subject  of  internal 
improvement.  The  plan  of  district  and  general  in- 
spection and  supervision  by  superior  officers  of  to- 
pographical engineers,  lately  adopted,  seems  calcu- 
lated to  ensure  the  faithful  execution  of  the  works 
under  their  charge.  Many  officers  of  this  corps 
have  been  actively  employed  during  the  past  sum- 
mer in  the  discharge  of  their  military  duties,  ren- 
dering services  which  justify  the  expectations  en- 
tertained by  the  department  when  it  was  incorpo- 
rated into  the  service.  Some  few  works  of  internal 
improvement  remain  under  the  superintendence  of 
the  chief  engineer,  and  an  account  of  their  progress 
will  be  found  in  the  annexed  report  of  that  officer. 
It  is  highly  gratifying  to  me  to  be  able  to  speak, 
from  my  own  personal  observation,  of  the  activity, 
order  and  good  management  which  reign  through- 
out the  works,  both  military  and  civil,  which  are 
conducted  by  the  officers  of  this  corps. 

The  present  condition  of  the  military  academy 
at  West  Point  is  very  satisfactory.  The  importance 
of  this  institution  to  the  character  of  the  army*  is 
fully  understood  by  the  department,  and  its  interest 
will  be  watched  over  with  vigilance  and  care. 

I cannot  refrain  from  again  calling  your  attention 
to  the  condition  of  the  barracks  at  this  post.  The 
objections  urged  to  the  miserable  accommodations 
of  the  soldiers  apply  to  the  quarters  provided  for  the 
cadets.  A proper  regard  for  the  health,  morals  and 
discipline  of  the  corps  requires  that  a more  spacious 
and  commodious  building  should  be  erected  there. 
I recommend  to  your  favorable  consideration  the 
suggestions  of  the  chief  engineer  in  relation  to  the 
practical  instruction  of  the  cadets  in  field  engineer- 
ing, and  the  creation  ol  a body  of  sappers  and  mi- 
ners. No  army  can  be  considered  complete  and  in 
a condition  to  take  the  field  without  a corps  of  well 
instructed  engineer  soldiers;  which,  to  be  effective, 
must  be  taught  their  important  duties  in  time  of 
peace.  The  services  of  such  men  will  be  highly 
useful  and  economical  at  all  times,  not  only  as  aids 
to  the  instruction  of  the  cadets,  but  in  Ihe  preserva- 
tion of  the  fortifications  when  they  are,  as  at  pre- 
sent, stripped  of  their  garrisons  by  the  exigencies  of 
the  service. 

Finding  some  deficiencies  in  the  dragoon  service, 
as  to  its  regulations  and  details,  with  your  permis- 
sion, three  young  officers  of  the  first  regiment  have 
been  sent  to  the  cavalry  school  at  Saumur,  to  be  fol- 
lowed next  year  by  an  equal  number  from  the  se- 


cond regiment.  Every  facility  has  been  afforded  by 
the  French  government  to  carry  out  this  arrange- 
ment. 

Recent  examinations  of  the  proceedings  of  courts 
martial  have  convinced  me  of  the  necessity  of  some 
further  legal  provisions  and  fixed  rules  to  render 
them  efficient,  as  well  as  fair  and  impartial  tribunals. 
Justice  to  the  public  and  to  the  army  requires  that 
this  should  be  done  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 
From  the  want  of  power  to  compel  the  attendance 
of  citizens  as  witnesses,  of  a proper  guide,  and  a 
W'ell  instructed  judge  advocate  to  aid  the  officers 
composing  the  courts,  their  decisions  are  uncertain, 
frequently  loose  and  contradictory,  and  too  often 
conflict  with  those  of  preceding  courts.  I beg  leave, 
therefore,  respectfully  to  recommend  that  a written 
system  for  the  direction  of  courts  martial  be  prepar- 
ed, which  may  be  framed  so  as  to  be  made  applica- 
ble to  the  land  and  sea  service,  and  that  a judge  ad- 
vocate be  appointed. 

From  the  report  of  the  commissioner  of  pensions, 
it  appears  that  the  number  of  invalid  pensions  has 
not  diminished,  but  increased,  during  the  last  six 
years.  In  November,  1833,  the  number  of  invalid 
pensioners  was  3,875.  It  now  amounts  to  4,236. — 
This  increase  is  to  be  attributed,  in  a great  measure, 
to  the  hardships  and  dangers  to  which  the  troops, 
both  of  the  army  and  militia,  have  been  exposed 
during  the  campaigns  in  Florida.  The  number  of 
pensioners  inscribed  on  the  rolls  under  the  act  of 
March  18,  1818,  for  revolutionary  services,  has  gra- 
dually decreased  from  about  20,000  to  8,215.  Un- 
der the  act  of  June  7, 1832,  the  number  of  applicants 
amounts  to  31,918.  Of  this  number,  31,668  have 
been  pensioned.  The  lists  of  pensioners  under  this 
law  have  been  reduced  to  24,086.  The  number  of 
persons  who  have  applied  for  the  benefits  of  the  law 
of  May  15,  1828,  which  was  intended  solely  for  the 
relief  of  certain  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  continen- 
tal army  who  served  to  the  end  of  the  war,  amounts 
to  2,156.  Those  who  were  pensioned  amounted  to 
1,186,  of  which  624  are  yet  on  the  roll.  The  num- 
ber of  widows’  claims,  exhibited  under  the  act  of 
July  4,  1836,  is  4,771,  of  which  3,094  have  been 
admitted;  and  of  this  number  who  were  pensioned, 
only  2,512  are  now  on  the  rolls,  and  supposed  to  be 
living.  Under  the  law  granting  five  years’  pay  to 
the  widovvs  of  revolutionary  officers,  soldiers,  sea- 
men and  marines,  who  were  married  prior  to  1794, 
the  number  of  claims  amounted  to  6,267,  arid  4,456 
of  that  number  have  received  the  benefits  of  the  law'. 
During  the  last  year  few  claims  have  been  admitted 
under  the  act  of  July  5,  1332,  entitled  “an  act  to 
provide  lor  liquidating  and  paying  certain  claims  of 
the  state  of  Virginia;”  a considerable  number,  how'- 
ever,  yet  remains  unsettled.  The  sums  paid  during 
the  past  year,  under  that  law,  amount  to  $8,910  22. 
The  whole  amount  expended  the  last  year,  under 
the  several  pension  laws,  is  $3,090,664  69. 

Great  inconvenience  is  experienced  from  being 
obliged  to  intrust  the  payment  of  pensioners  to  cor- 
porations and  individuals,  who  receive  no  compen- 
sation for  transacting  the  business.  The  only  in- 
ducement of  the  agents  to  continue  in  office  is  (he 
hope  that  congress  will  pass  a law  allowing  them 
some  compensation.  Should  congress,  however, 
think  proper  to  adopt  the  plan  recommended  by  you 
for  the  sale  keeping  of  the  public  money,  the  estab- 
lishments for  that  purpose  might  be  charged  w'ith 
the  payment  of  pensions,  without  any  further  cost 
to  government. 

The  period  fixed  by  law  for  the  duration  of  the 
office  of  commissioner  of  pensions  expires  in  March, 
1840,  and  I respectfully  recommend  that  it  be  con- 
tinued for  such  term  of  time  as  shall  be  deemed 
most  expedient  by  congress. 

I cannot  avoid  again  adverting  to  the  very  serious 
inconvenience  inflicted  upon  the  poorer  class  of 
pensioners  by  the  law  of  the  6th  of  April,  1838, 
which  fixes  the  period  of  eight  months  for  the  return 
to  the  treasury  of  unclaimed  pension  funds.  The 
present  operation  of  the  law  is  unnecessarily  bur- 
densome to  the  officers  charged  with  its  execution 
at  Washington,  and  very  harrassing  to  the  pension- 
ers, who  frequently,  after  taking  long  journeys,  in 
the  hope  of  receiving  the  sum  awarded  to  them  by 
government,  return  to  their  homes  disappointed  and 
destitute. 

The  beneficent  intentions  of  government,  in  ap- 
propriating large  sums  for  the  education  and  civili- 
zation of  the  Indians,  have  from  somecauso  orolher, 
been  frustrated,  or,  at  best,  but  partially  realized. 
If  we  expect  to  extend  among  these  people  the 
blessings  of  knowledge,  civilization  and  Christianity, 
we  must  establish  schools  within  their  own  country; 
and  begin  by  teaching  their  children  what  will  be 
practically  useful  to  them  in  after  life.  Having 
heretofore  dwelt  fully  on  this  topic,  I shall  content 
myself  with  referring  you  to  the  full  and  practical 
view  taken  of  it  by  the  commissioner  of  Indian  af- 
fairs in  his  report,  and  recommending  the  early 


adoption  of  the  plan  proposed  by  him  for  the  educa- 
tion of  the  Indian  youth  of  both  sexes. 

I abstained  from  carrying  into  full  effect  the  trea- 
ty with  the  Winnebago  Indians  this  year,  because 
1 was  willing  to  give  them  time  to  deliberate  on  the 
expediency  of  at  once  lemoving  to  the  country 
southwest  of  the  Missouri;  a measure  which,  while 
it  would  be  advantageous  to  the  government,  would 
prove  highly  beneficial  to  the  Indians.  From  causes 
already  slated,  the  neutral  ground,  to  w hich  they  are 
to  be  removed,  unless  ttiey  consent  to  cross  the  Mis- 
souri river,  cannot  be  regarded  as  their  permanent 
place  of  residence.  It  is  now  the  hunting  and  bat- 
tle ground  of  twowailike  nations — the  Sioux  and 
Sacs  and  Foxes — to  wdiose  incursions,  if  not  active 
hostilities,  they  will  be  exposed;  and  it  is  enclosed 
within  the  limits  of  a great  territory,  destined,  at  no 
distant  period,  to  become  a state,  from  which  the 
general  government  will  be  expected,  by  friendly 
negotiations,  to  remove  the  Indian  population. — 
Their  existence  in  the  country  they  now  inhabit  is 
attended  w'ith  such  serious  and  increasing  inconve- 
nience to  the  white  population,  which  encircles  and 
hems  them  in  on  ever)'  side,  that  their  removal  will 
not  be  delayed  beyond  the  ensuing  spring.  If  the 
efforts  to  obtain  their  consent  to  establish  their  per- 
manent residence  southwest  of  the  Missouri  should 
unfortunately  fail,  they  will  be  required  to  take  up 
their  line  of  march  for  the  neutral  ground  early  in 
the  spring. 

I approve  and  recommend  to  your  favorable  con- 
sideration the  plan  suggested  by  the  commissioner 
of  Indian  affairs  for  the  future  disbursement  of  In- 
dian funds.  From  my  experience  of  the  manage- 
ment of  the  pay  depaitment  of  the  army,  and  from 
the  similarity  of  the  duties  these  officers  now  per- 
form with  those  proposed  to  be  imposed  upon  them, 
no  doubt  rests  upon  my  mind  that  the  scheme 
unites,  in  a high  degree,  economy,  security  and 
efficiency. 

As  the  period  is  fast  approaching  when  the  states 
will  be  altogether  relieved  from  their  Indian  popu- 
lation, which  presented  so  serious  an  obstacle  to 
their  advancement,  and  the  Indians  themselves  be 
removed  to  a permanent  and  peaceful  home,  far 
from  the  causes  which  led  to  their  degredation  and 
were  rapidly  producing  their  ruin  and  extermina- 
tion, it  becomes  a subject  of  grave  consideration 
and  deep  anxiety  to  determine  on  the  most  eligible 
and  practical  mode  of  providing  for  their  govern- 
ment. Many  projects  for  the  belter  government 
and  civilization  of  the  Indians  have  been  presented 
to  congress,  and  one  of  them  partially  acted  upon. 
The  refusal  of  some  of  the  tribes  to  assent  to  its 
provisions  occasioned  its  failure,  which  is  scarcely 
to  be  regretted.  A confederation  of  dissimilar 
tribes,  a majority  of  them  utterly  barbarous,  might 
have  been  dangerous,  and  certainly  would  have 
been  productive  of  much  confusion.  The  expe- 
rience, however,  of  the  last  summer,  convinces  me 
that  something  must  speedily  be  done  to  prevent 
the  Indians  assembled  west  of  the  Mississippi  from 
destroying  each  other.  We  have  lately  seen  a 
council,  composed  of  the  most  civilized  portion  of 
a tribe  whose  long  residence  among  Ihe  whites  had, 
it  was  hoped,  taught  them  the  elements  of  self- 
government,  and  the  first  principles  of  religion  and 
justice,  assembled  together  to  license  the  most 
atrocious  crimes,  and  sending  forth  from  its  bosom 
a gang  of  desperadoes  to  murder  their  peaceable 
and  unoffending  brethren— an  order  which  was 
executed  with  circumstances  of  savage  barbarity. 
The  motive  for  this  cruel  deed  was  to  inflict  ven- 
geance upon  those  who  signed  the  treaty  of  New 
Echota  in  1835.  A new  decree  has  since  gone 
foith,  outlawing  others  who  have,  in  like  manner, 
offended  the  party  in  power,  and  they  are  condemn- 
ed to  be  hunted  down  and  destroyed  like  wild 
beasts.  Treaty  stipulations  call  for  the  interfer- 
ence of  the  government  in  all  such  cases;  but  some 
permanent  provision  is  required  to  prevent  a re- 
currence of  similar  excesses.  Tribunals  in  the 
country  for  the  prompt  trial  and  punishment  of 
crimes  would  perhaps  prove  the  most  efficient  me- 
thod of  restraining  these  people  from  treacherously 
murdering  each  other.  The  fear  of  retribution 
might  prevent  a tyrant  chieftain  from  sending  forth 
assassins  to  wreak  his  vengeance  upon  those  who 
refuse  to  humble  themselves  before  him,  and  the 
certaintj'  of  punishment  deter  them  from  executing 
such  orders.  Such  tribunals  would  contribute 
most  essentially  to  ameliorate  the  condition  and  to 
civilize  the  Indians  by  preventing  unprincipled 
men  from  introducing  among  them  spirituous  li- 
quors and  gambling  tables,  and  otherwise  seeking 
to  take  advantage  of  vices  they  themselves  have 
fomented. 

The  exploring  party,  to  which  I alluded  in  my 
last  year’s  report,  has,  during  the  last  summer, 
visited  and  examined  with  care  the  great  valley  of 
the  river  Jagues,  and  that  of  the  Mayennes,  which 


316 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— JAN.  11,  1840— CONGRESS. 


discharges  its  waters  into  the  Red  river  of  the  north, 
as  likewise  the  rich  and  fertile  table  land  which 
separates  these  two  valleys.  Their  researches  ex- 
tend to  Devil’s  lake,  situate  between  the  48th  and 
49th  degrees  of  north  latitude,  which  was  found  to 
be  between  forty  and  forty-five  miles  long,  and,  in 
places,  half  that  width;  its  shores  well  wooded, 
and  its  wateis,  which  are  as  salt  as  those  of  the 
ocean,  and  abound  in  fish,  interspersed  with  numer- 
ous islands,  likewise  covered  with  wood.  Thpse 
physical  characters  are  common  to  several  other 
smaller  lakes  that  are  found  in  this  region  of  coun- 
try, where  salt  is  so  abundant  that  in  many  places 
it  effloresces  on  the  surface  of  the  earth.  From 
Devil’s  lake  the  party  proceeded  east  to  the  great 
valley  of  the  north  Red  river,  making  a recon- 
noissance  ot  the  streams  which  fall  into  it  on  the 
western  side.  This,  with  the  northern  slope  of  the 
great  prairie,  is  represented  to  be  a country  of  sur- 
passing fertility  and  beauty.  The  slope  rises  to  a 
fine  table  land,  about  nineteen  hundred  feet  above 
the  level  of  the  sea,  and  is  watered  by  frequent 
streams  abounding  in  fish,  that,  after  swelling  two 
small  lakes,  form  at  their  confluence  the  river  St. 
Peter’s.  The  soil  of  this  table  land  is  very  rich, 
and  will  support  a numerous  population,  that  would 
enjoy  the  advantages  of  in  habiting  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  and  healthv  regions  of  the  far  northwest. 

When  the  calculations  of  the  observations  made 
this  summer  shall  be  worked  out,  the  depaitmcnt 
will  possess  all  the  materials  necessary  to  enable  it 
to  construct  a physical  and  topographical  map  of 
this  portion  of  our  country,  which,  added  to  that 
already  in  our  possession,  from  the  same  hand,  of 
the  sources  of  the  Mississippi  and  north  Red  river, 
will  present,  at  one  view,  the  vast  region  of  coun- 
try comprehended  between  the  87th  and  100th  de- 
gree of  longitude,  and  40th  and  49th  degree  of  north 
latitude.  It  is  believed  that  these  explorations, 
cautiously  arid  slowly  conducted,  will  piove  much 
more  useful  in  their  results,  both  as  regards  the 
geography  and  natural  history  of  that  portion  of  our 
country,  "than  the  great  expeditions  which  have 
preceded  them,  and  which  could  not  devote  the 
time  necessary  to  acquire  the  accurate  information 
now  sought  for.  They  have  been  carried  on  steadi- 
ly for  the  last  three  years;  and  it  is  believed  that  an 
equal  term  of  time  will  be  required  to  complete 
them,  by  extending  our  researches  over  the  Rocky 
mountains  to  the  shores  of  the  Pacific  ocean. 
Hopes  are  entertained  that  congress  will  continue 
to  view  this  enterprise  favorably,  and  enable  the. 
department,  by  an  early  appropriation,  to  despatch 
the  exploring  party  in  due  season. 

I have  asked  for  an  appropriation  for  surveys 
connected  with  the  military  defences  of  the  coun- 
try. One  object  of  this  request  is  to  enable  the 
department  to  commence  hydrographical  surveys  of 
the  lakes.  The  great  and  increasing  commerce  of 
these  inland  seas  demands  the  attention  of  govern- 
ment. There  exists  no  correct  chart  of  them.  Na- 
vigators are  constantly  exposed  to  encounter  un- 
known dangers,  and  the  annual  loss  of  life  and  pro. 
perty  is  very  great.  This  important  work  ought 
not  to  be  longer  delayed.  All  which  is  respectfully 
submitted,  J.  R.  POINSETT. 

To  the  president  of  the  United  States. 
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SENATE. 

January  3.  Agreeably  to  notice  given  on  Tues- 
day last,  Mr.  Calhoun  asked  leave,  and  introduced 
a bill  to  cede  the  public  lands  to  the  states  in  which 
they  are  respectively  situated.  The  bill  was  read 
by  its  title,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  C.  referred  to  the 
committee  on  the  public  lands. 

Soon  after — 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Ky.  having  given  notice  of  his  in- 
tention to  move  to  introduce  the  copy-right  bill, 
stated  that  he  regretted  that  he  was  detained  by  in- 
disposition this  morning,  and  prevented  from  being 
present  when  the  bill  was  introduced  by  the  sena- 
tor from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Calhoun)  for.  ceding 
the  public  lands  to  certain  states  within  which  they 
are  situated.  He  had  wished  to  suggest  some  other 
reference  of  it  than  to  the  committee  on  the  public 
lands;  but,  unless  some  senator  would  move  are- 
consideration  of  the  order  of  reference  to  that  com- 
mittee, he  could  not  offer  the  suggestion  which  he 
wished  to  make. 

[Mr.  Sothard  moved  the  reconsideration,  and 
Mr.  Calhoun  objecting  to  it  without  some  satisfac- 
tory reason]  — 

Mr.  Clay  went  on  to  observe  that,  as  the  com- 
mittee was  constituted,  four  of  its  five  members 
were  from  the  new  states.  He  meant  to  offer  no 
disrepect  to  them;  but  he  must  say  that  this  was  a 
measure  which,  disguised  as  it  may  be,  and  colora- 
ble as  its  provisions  were,  was,  in  effect,  a donation 
of  upwards  of  100  millions  of  acres  of  the  com- 
mon property  of  all  the  states  of  this  union  to  par- 


ticular states.  He  did  not  think  it  right  that  such 
a measure  should  be  committed  to  the  hands  of  se- 
nators exclusively  representing  the  donees.  He 
thought  that  a committee  ought  to  be  constituted  in 
which  the  old  states  should  have  a fuller  and  fairer 
representation.  We  should  preserve,  whatever  we 
may  do,  the  decorum  of  legislation,  and  not  violate 
the  decencies  of  justice. 

Whilst  up,  Mr.  Clay  would  be  glad  if  any  sena- 
tor would  inform  him  whether  the  administration  is 
in  favor  of  or  against  this  measure,  or  stands  neu- 
tral and  uncommitted.  This  inquiry  he  should  not 
make  if  the  recent  relations  between  the  senator 
who  introduced  this  bill  and  the  head  of  that  ad- 
ministration continued  to  exist;  but  rumors,  of 
which  the  city,  the  circles,  and  the  prpss  are  full, 
assert  that  those  relations  are  entirely  changed,  and 
have,  within  a few  days,  been  substituted  by  others 
of  an  intimate,  friendly  and  confidential  nature. 
And  shortly  after  the  time  when  this  new  state  of 
things  is  alleged  to  have  taken  place,  the  senator 
gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  move  to  introduce 
this  bill.  Whether  this  motion  has  or  has  not  any 
connection  with  that  adjustment  of  former  differen- 
ces, the  public  would,  he  had  no  doubt,  be  glad  to 
know.  At  all  events,  it  -is  important  to  know  in 
what  relation  of  support,  opposition  or  neutrality, 
the  administration  actually  stands  to  this  momen- 
tous measurp;  and  he  (Mr.  C.)  supposed  that  the 
senator  from  South  Carolina,  qr  some  other  senator, 
could  communicate  the  desired  information. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  he  had  supposed  that  no  man 
had  as  much  occasion  for  delicacy  in  referring  to 
political  compromise  as  the  senator  from  Kentucky. 
That  senator  had  referred  to  some  transactions  in 
the  political  course  of  Mr.  C.  which  occurred  some 
twelve  or  thirteen  years  ago,  and  had  alluded  to 
certain  passages  in  which  Mr.  C.  was  accused  of 
changing  his  political  relations.  But  that  senator 
knew  that  it  was  others  who  had  changed  their  re- 
lations to  political  subjects  and  political  measures 
rather  than  Mr.  C.  who  had  followed  less  in  regard 
to  those  subjects  and  measures  than  he  was  follow- 
ed. The  senator  was  accustomed  to  have  his  ex- 
ample followed  by  others;  but  Mr.  C.  had  not 
usually  followed  it,  and  especially  would  he  not 
follow  it  now.  But  Mr.  C’s  personal  relations 
must  of  course  follow  his  political  relations.  The 
senator  had  now  got  the  whole  story,  and  Mr.  C. 
trusted  it  would  be  satisfactory  in  regard  to  the  ru- 
mors to  which  he  had  alluded. 

Mr.  C.  found  it  impossible  to  move  without  giv- 
ing occasion  to  accusations  of  changing  his  grounds. 
If  he  was  against  the  chief  magistrate,  he  was 
charged  with  changing  his  opinion.  If  he  was  in 
favor  of  him  he  was  then  accused  of  changing  his 
political  relations.  But  he  had  not  changed  at  all; 
he  stood  now  where  he  has  always  stood,  and  that 
was  on  the  unchangeable  purpose  to  bring  back  the 
government  to  its  original  simplicity  and  economy. 
He,  with  others,  had  succeeded  in  expunging  the 
whole  of  the  senators’  American  System,  and  other 
extravagances,  so  as  to  give  the  government  a 
chance  of  taking  a fresh  start.  And  it  gave  Mr.  C. 
pleasure  to  say  that  the  best  part  of  the  measures 
of  the  present  chief  magistrate  were  approved  by 
Mr.  C.  and  Mr.  C.  was  happy  of  the  opportunity 
of  making  these  declarations,  and  he  would  stand  to 
them.  Nothing  should  prevent  Mr.  C.  fiom  sup- 
porting a man  while  he  was  politically  right.  The 
senator  from  Kentucky  had  given  the  government 
a wrong  direction.  Mr.  C.  had  resisted  the  pro- 
ceeding, and  he  should  continue  to  do  so,  standing 
on  the  ground  occupied  by  Mr.  Jefferson  and  others 
of  his  class. 

Mr.  Clay  said  he  had  understood  the  senator  as 
felicitating  himself  on  the  opportunity  which  had 
been  now  afforded  him  by  Mr.  C.  of  defining  once 
more  his  political  position;  and  Mr.  C.  must  say 
that  he  had  now  defined  it  very  clearly,  and  had  ap- 
parently given  it  a new  definition.  The  senator 
now  declared  that  all  the  leading  measures  of  the 
present  administration  had  met  his  approbation,  and 
should  receive  his  support.  It  turned  out,  then, 
that  the  rumor  to  which  Mr.  C.  had  alluded  was 
true,  and  that  the  senator  from  South  Carolina  might 
be  hereafter  regarded  as  a supporter  of  this  admi- 
nistration, since  he  had  declared  that  all  its  leading 
measures  were  approved  by  him,  and  should  have 
his  support. 

Also  to  the  allusion  which  the  senator  from 
South  Carolina  had  made  in  regard  to  Mr.  C’s.  sup- 
port of  the  head  of  another  administration,  (Mr. 
Adams),  it  occasioned  Mr.  C.  no  pain  whatever. 
It  was  an  old  story,  which  had  long  been  sunk  in 
oblivion,  except  when  the  senator  and  a few  others 
thought  proper  to  bring  it  up.  But  what  were  the 
facts  of  that  case? — Mr.  C.  was  then  a member  of 
the  house  of  representatives,  to  whom  three  per- 
sons had  been  returned,  from  whom  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  house  to  make  a selection  for  the  pre- 


sidency. As  to  one  of  those  three  candidates,  he 
was  known  to  be  in  an  unfortunate  condition,  in 
which  no  one  sympathised  with  him  more  than  did 
Mr.  C.  Certainly  the  senator  from  South  Carolina 
did  not. — That  gentleman  was  therefore  out  of 
the  question  as  a candidate  for  the  chief  magistra- 
cy; and  Mr.  C.  had  consequently  the  only  alterna- 
tive of  the  illustrious  individual  at  the  Hermitage, 
or  of  the  man  who  was  now  distinguished  in  the 
house  of  representatives,  and  who  had  held  so  many 
public  places  with  honor  to  himself,  and  benefit  to 
the  country.  And  if  there  was  any  truth  in  history, 
the  choice  which  Mr.  C.  then  made  was  precisely 
the  choice  which  the  senator  from  South  Carolina 
had  urged  upon  his  friends.  The  senator  himself 
had  declared  his  preference  of  Adams  to  Jackson. 
Mr.  C.  made  the  same  choice;  and  experience  had 
approved  it  from  that  day  to  this,  and  would  to  eter- 
nity. History  would  ratify  and  approve  it.  Let 
the  senator  from  South  Carolina  make  any  thing  out 
of  that  part  of  Mr.  C’s  public  career  if  he  could. 
Mr.  C.  defied  him. 

The  senator  bad  alluded  to  Mr.  C.  as  the  advo- 
cate of  compromise.  Certainly  he  was.  This  go- 
vernment itself,  to  a great  extent,  was  founded  and 
rested  on  compromise.  And  to  the  particular  com- 
promise to  which  allusion  had  been  made,  Mr.  C. 
thought  no  man  ought  to  be  more  grateful  for  it 
than  the  senator  from  South  Carolina.  But  for  that 
compromise,  Mr.  C.  was  not  at  all  confident  that  he 
would  have  now  had  the  honor  to  meet  that  senator 
face  to  face  in  this  national  capitol. 

The  senator  had  said  that  his  own  position  was 
that  of  state  rights.  But  what  w as  the  character  of 
this  bill?  It  was  a bill  to  strip  seventeen  of  the 
states  of  their  rightful  inheritance;  to  sell  it  for  a 
mess  of  pottage;  to  surrender  it  for  a trifle — a mere 
nominal  sum.  The  bill  was,  in  effect,  an  attempt 
to  strip  and  rob  seventeen  states  of  this  union  of 
their  property,  and  to  assign  it  over  to  some  eight 
or  nine  of  the  states.  If  this  was  what  the  senator 
called  vindicating  the  rights  of  the  states,  Mr.  C. 
prayed  God  to  deliver  us  from  all  such  rights  and 
all  such  advocates. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  the  senator  from  Kentucky  en- 
tirely mistook  the  character  of  the  bill.  It  was  not 
only  a state  rights  measure,  but  was  indispensable 
to  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  the  states,  as  the 
only  measure  that  would  well  tffect  the  object  i» 
view. 

Having  used  the  word  compromise,  Mr.  C.  felt 
bound  to  refer  the  senator  to  that  particular  com- 
promise; and  the  senator  had  said  in  reply  that  if 
any  one  should  be  thankful  to  him  for  that  compro- 
mise— 

[Mr.  Clay.  Not  to  me.] 

Mr.  Calhoun.  The  senator  always  claimed  to  be 
the  author  of  that  measure;  and  I am  not  in  the 
smallest  degree  thankful  to  him  for  it.  I knew  he 
could  not  avoid  it.  I was  his  master  on  that  oc- 
casion, and  I forced  it  upon  him.  I wrote  home  at 
that  time  half  a dozen  letters,  saying  that  the  se- 
nator would  be  obliged  to  accede  to  a compromise. 
I will  now  explain  all  that.  The  effect  of  nullifi- 
cation is  this:  that,  when  a state  interposes,  the 
majority  must  sometimes  yield  to  the  minority. 
Those  who  are  to  have  the  smallest  share  of  the 
plunder  in  the  majority,  are  sure  to  get  away.  In  the 
American  System,  the  constituents  of  the  senator 
obtained  a very  small  portion;  they  were  rather  of 
those  that  were  plundered.  At  the  time  when  gen. 
Jackson  occasioned  the  force  bill,  the  senator  from 
Kentucky  had  lost  the  manufacturers;  gen.  Jackson 
had  supplanted  him:  and  a senator  not  now  pre- 
sent, was  also  in  the  way  of  superseding  him  in  that 
interest.  The  senator  from  Kentucky  was  there- 
fore flat  on  his  back,  and  nothing  would  answer  his 
own  purpose  but  the  compromise.  It  was  with 
him  compromise  or  annihilation.  It  was  necessary 
that  either  he  or  the  American  S3’stem  should  fall. 
It  was  not  my  desire  to  mention  these  things;  but  the 
senator  went  out  of  his  way  to  touch  on  kindred 
subjects,  and  I therefore  felt  myself  compelled  to 
make  these  statements.  I have  alluded  to  my  let- 
ters on  that  occasion;  and  I predicted  in  them  on 
the  third  day  of  the  session  that  this  question  would 
terminate  as  it  did. 

Sir,  I will  go  further.  I yielded  a good  deal  in 
that  compromise.  It  was  my  first  proposition  that 
it  should  go  out  in  1840,  proceeding  in  an  equal 
proportion  for  every  year  of  15  per  cent.  And  I 
will  say  further,  that  at  the  session  before  we  nul- 
lified in  South  Carolina,  I and  others  said  that  the 
question  must  be  settled.  It  was  seven  years 
which  I then  fixed  on  for  its  termination,  and  it 
would  have  been  carried  in  that  time  but  for  cer- 
tain circumstances.  In  regard  to  all  I yielded;  my 
colleague  (Mr.  Preston)  knows  why  I did  it,  but 
I do  not  choose  to  state  it  here.  And  I should  now 
have  said  nothing  on  the  subject,  if  the  senator 
had  been  silent  himself.  But  he  has  no  gratitude 
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on  my  part,  aiui  South  Carolina  owes  him  no  grati- 
tude. He  acted  under  the  necessity  of  the  case. — 

I,  backed  by  the  gallant  state  which  I represent, 
compelled  the  senator  to  break  down  the  system 
at  one  decisive  blow,  and  it  is  my  opinion  that  it 
will  bring  back  the  government  to  its  original  prin- 
ciple. . 

Mr.  Clay.  I am  sorry  to  be  obliged  to  prolong 
this  discussion.  But  I made  no  allusion  to  com- 
promise till  it  was  done  by  the  senator  himself.  I 
made  no  reference  to  the  event  of  1825,  till  he  had 
made  it;  and  1 did  not,  in  the  most  distant  manner, 
allude  to  nullification;  and  it  is  extraordinary  that 
the  senator  himself  should  have  introduced  it,  es- 
pecially at  a moment  when  he  is  uniting  with  the 
authors  of  the  force  bill,  and  of  those  measures 
which  put  down  nullification. 

The  senator  says  1 was  Hat  on  my  back,  and  that 
he  was  my  master.  Sir,  I would  not  own  him  as 
my  slave.  He  my  mastei!  and  I compelled  by 
him!  And,  as  ifit  were  impossible  to  go  far  enough 
in  one  paragraph,  he  refers  to  certain  letters  of  his 
own  to  prove  that  1 was  flat  upon  my  back!  and, 
that  I was  not  only  on  my  back,  but  another  sena- 
tor and  the  president  had  robbed  me!  I was  flat  on 
my  back,  and  unable  to  do  any  thing  but  what  the 
senator  from  South  Carolina  permitted  me  to  do! 

Sir,  what  was  the  case?  1 introduced  the  com- 
promise in  spite  of  the  opposition  ot  the  gentle- 
man who  is  said  to  have  robbed  me  of  the  manu- 
facturers. It  met  his  uncompromising  opposition. 
That  measure  had,  on  my  part,  nothing  personal  in 
it.  But  I saw  the  condition  of  the  senator  from 
South  Carolina  and  his  friends.  They  had  re- 
duced South  Carolina,  by  that  unwise  measure,  (of 
nullification),  to  a state  of  war;  and  I therefore 
wished  to  save  the  effusion  of  human  blood,  and 
especially  the  blood  of  our  fellow  citizens.  That 
was  one  motive  with  me;  and  another  was  a re- 
gard for  that  very  interest  which  the  senator  says  I 
helped  to  destroy.  I saw  that  this  great  interest 
had  so  got  in  the  power  of  the  chief  magistrate, 
that  it  was  evident  that,  at  the  next  session  of  con- 
gress, the  whole  protective  system  would  be  swept 
by  the  board.  I therefore  desired  to  give  it  at  least 
a lease  of  years,  and  for  that  purpose,  I,  in  concert 
with  others,  brought  forward  that  measure,  wtiich 
was  necessary  to  save  that  interest  from  total  anni- 
hilation. 

But  to  display  still  further  the  circumstances  in 
which  the  senator  is  placed,  he  says,  from  that  very 
day  of  the  compromise,  all  obligations  were  cancel- 
led that  could,  on  account  of  it,  rest  on  him,  on 
South  Carolina,  and  on  the  south.  Sir,  what  right 
has  he  to  speak  in  the  name  of  the  whole  south?  or 
even  of  South  Carolina  itself?  For  if  history  is  to 
be  relied  upon,  if  we  may  judge  of  the  future  from 
the  past,  the  lime  will  come  when  the  senator  can- 
not propose  to  be  the  organ  even  of  the  chivalrous 
and  enlightened  people  of  South  Carolina. 

Sir,  l am  not  one  of  those  who  are  looking  out 
for  what  may  ensue  to  themselves.  My  course  is 
nearly  run;  it  is  so  by  nature,  and  so  in  the  progress 
of  political  events.  I have  nothing  to  ask  of  the 
senator,  of  the  south,  nor  of  South  Carolina,  nor 
yet  ol  the  country  at  large.  But  I will  go,  when  I 
do  go,  or  when  I choose  to  go,  into  retirement,  with 
the  undying  conviction  that,  for  a quarter  of  a cen- 
tury, 1 have  endeavored  to  serve  and  to  save  the 
country,  faithfully  and  honorably,  without  a view 
to  my  own  interest  or  my  own  aggrandisement;  and 
of  that  delightful  conviction  and  consciousness  no 
human  being  nor  all  mankind  can  ever  deprive  me. 

Mr.  Calhoun.  The  senator  is  in  the  habit  of  at- 
tacking me,  and  if  I were  not  thus  compelled  to  de- 
fend myself,  I would  pass  over  the  whole  matter.  I 
rise  now  simply  to  supply  some  remarks  which  had 
escaped  my  memory,  and  they  are  amere  matter  of 
history.  I was  opposed  to  Mr.  Crawford  as  a can- 
didate for  the  presidency;  and  after  my  name  was 
withdrawn,  I took  no  part  in  the  election.  1 was  a 
candidate  for  the  vice  presidency,  and  abstained 
from  taking  any  part,  and  from  all  electioneering. — 
When  the  election  was  decided,  I saw  the  course 
which  Mr.  Adams  was  determined  to  take,  and  I 
then  could  not  hesitate  to  take  my  stand  in  the  way 
of  resistance. 

I do  not  know  what  has  induced  the  senator  from 
Kentucky  to  get  up  a discussion  on  this  bill,  and  at 
this  time.  What  his  motives  are  for  all  this  he  can 
best  tell;  but  I feel  those  personal  invectives  as  ex- 
tremely unpleasant,  and  l would  not  introduce  them. 
But  when  they  are  introduced  it  is  requisite  I 
should  protect  myself. 

Mr.  Clay.  One  w’ord.  Does  not  the  senator  feel 
that  he  himself  brings  his  political  character  into  de- 
bate? I simply  made  the  inquiry  (and  I put  it  to 
the  senators  to  say'  if  such  was  the  fact)  to  know 
whether  this  measure,  which  involves  in  all  about 
a thousand  millions  of  the  public  lands — whether 
this  measure  had  the  sanction  of  the  administration 


or  not.  I did  it  in  no  way  for  the  purpose  of  of- 
fence, and  by  the  way,  I referred  to  a rumor  which 
is  afloat  of  new  relations,  public  and  political,  w it h 
the  head  ol  the  administration,  and  stated  that  I 
would  not  have  made  the  inquiry  but  for  that  fact. 
And  is  it  not  right,  in  regard  to  a great  measure,  to 
know  whether  or  not  it  has  the  support  of  the  ad- 
ministration? He  would  at  once  have  put  an  end  to 
the  discussion  if  he  had  simply'  said  he  knew  no- 
thing of  the  views  of  the  administration,  but  had  in- 
troduced this  measure  independently.  But,  instead 
of  this,  he  gets  in  a passion  because  I referred  to 
this  rumor,  and  concludes  by  saying  that  the  greater 
part  of  the  measures  of  the  present  administration 
are  approved,  and  they  will  be  supported  by  him. 

Mr.  Walker  argued  briefly  to  show  that  Mr. 
Clay  ought  already  to  have  know  the  answer  to  his 
question,  as  Mr.  Calhoun  had  long  since  introduced 
this  measure,  while  he  was  yet  opposed  to  the  ad- 
ministration. He  also  insisted  that  the  bill  ought 
to  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  Grundy  said  he  had  been  formerly  opposed 
to  this  bill,  and  should  be  so  now.  He  therefore  did 
not  wish  his  vote  at  this  time  to  be  regarded  as  an 
indication  that  he  was  in  favor  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Mien  expressed  himself  in  the  same  manner 
as  Mr.  Grundy. 

Mr.  Preston  said  this  bill  would  have  a para- 
mount effect  on  the  finances  of  the  country.  It  was 
a question  whether  it  would  not  increase  taxation. 
In  this  view  it  was  important,  and  Mr.  P.  therefore 
preferred  that  it  should  go  to  the  committee  of  fi- 
nance. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  the  bill,  as  he  had  drawn  it, 
would  lead  to  no  reduction  of  the  revenue.  It  was 
not  to  go  into  operation  till  June,  18-42,  thus  leaving 
time  to  adjust  the  tariff.  He  saw  no  reason  why  it 
should  be  taken  from  the  committee  on  the  public 
lands. 

Mr.  While  said  he  was  entirely  ignorant  of  (he 
contents  of  this  bill;  but  if  the  reference  should  be 
reconsidered:  the  bill  could  then  be  read,  and  he 
would  be  better  able  to  decide  to  which  committee 
it  was  most  appropriate. 

Mr.  Calhoun  called  for  the  reading  of  the  bill, 
which  was  read  accordingly. 

The  question  of  reconsidering  the  reference  of 
the  bill  to  the  committee  on  the  public  lands  was 
then  put,  and  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  nega- 
tive,—yeas  15;  nays  28. 

January  6.  Mr.  Benton,  from  the  committee  on 
finance,  moved  to  be  discharged  from  the  conside- 
ration of  the  bill  for  the  summary  recovery  of  small 
bank  notes  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  that  the 
same  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  judiciary. 

The  bill  from  the  house  of  representatives,  mak- 
ing partial  appropriations  for  the  expenditures  ol 
the  government  for  the  year  1840,  was  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  the  committee  on  finance,  and  by 
this  committee  reported  with  an  amendment,  and 
by  general  consent  read  three  times  and  passed. 

The  following  bills  were  also  read  a third  time 
and  passed:  The  bill  relinquishing  to  the  state  ol 
Mississippi  the  two  per  cent,  fund;  the  bill  lor  the 
relief  of  John  H.  Jacox;  and  the  bill  to  prevent  the 
counterfeiting  of  foreign  coin. 

A message  W'as  received  from  the  president  in 
relation  to  the  employment  of  steam  vessels  in  the 
revenue  service. 

Also,  from  the  treasury,  a report  showing  the 
condition  of  the  banks  of  the  District  of  Columbia 
up  to  the  close  of  the  year  1839.  And  stating  that 
all  those  banks  bad  suspended  save  the  Patriotic 
Bank  of  Washington. 

Mr.  Wright's  sub. treasury  bill  was  reported  to- 
day, and  notice  given  that  he  should  call  it  up  on 
Monday  next. 

The  resolution  introduced  by  Mr.  Benton  some 
days  previous,  relating  to  the  assumption  of  the 
state  debts  was  taken  up,  when  Mr.  Benton  ad- 
dressed the  senate  for  upwards  of  two  hours  in  fa- 
vor of  all  the  leading  principles  contained  in  the 
same. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Grundy,  the  question  was  to 
be  taken  on  the  separate  propositions  by  yeas  and 
nays. 

Mr.  Lumpkin  expressed  himself  satisfied  with  the 
general  correctness  of  the  principles  laid  down,  but 
thought  it  better  the  motion  should  be  laid  on  the 
table,  for  the  present,  which  motion  was  acquiesc- 
ed in  and  the  senate  adjourned. 

January  7.  Private  memorials  and  petitions  were 
presented  by  Messrs.  Lumpkin,  Clay,  of  Ala.  Smith, 
of  Con.  Linn,  Davis,  While  and  King. 

Mr.  Prentiss,  from  the  committee  on  public  lands, 
asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  memorial  of  the  general  assembly  of 
Missouri,  praying  a grant  of  land  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a system  of  common  schools;  and  also  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  memorial  of  a num- 
ber of  the  settlers  on  the  mineral  lands,  in  the  state 


of  Illinois,  praying  to  be  allowed  the  right  ol  pre- 
emption to  said  lands. 

Mr.  Walker  remarked  that  it  was  his  design  atan 
early  day,  to  introduce  a bill  for  the  sale  of  the  mi- 
neral lands. 

The  committee  were  then  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  memorial. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Ala.  from  the  committee  on  public 
lands,  reported  a bill  for  the  graduation  and  reduc- 
tion of  the  juice  of  public  lands,  with  vaiious  amend- 
ments; which  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Walker,  from  the  committee  or.  public  lands, 
reported  a bill  authorising  the  president  to  cause  the 
lead  mines  in  Missoni i lobe  sold. 

Also,  several  private  bills  without  amendment, 
and  the  bill  to  create  a new  land  district  in  the  state 
of  Missouri. 

Mr.  Norvell  asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  petition  of  America  Ves- 
pucci. 

The  following  bills  were  introduced  on  leave, 
twice  read,  and  referred: 

By  Mr.  Linni  a bill  to  allow  a drawback  on  goods 
exported  to  Mexico,  and  to  protect  Indian  trade, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

Bv  Mr.  Pulton,  a bill  to  provide  for  the  defence 
of  the  western  borders  of  the  states  of  Arkansas 
and  Missouri. 

By  Mr.  Nicholas,  a bill  to  revive  the  act  autho- 
rising claimants  to  land  in  Arkansas,  Missouri, 
Louisiana  and  Mississippi,  to  try  the  validity  of 
their  claims. 

Mr.  Grundy  moved  to  take  up  the  resolutions  of 
Mr.  Benton,  laid  on  the  table  yesterday,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Lumpkin,  in  regard  to  the  general  govern- 
ment assuming  the  debts  of  the  respective  states, 
!kc.  And  they  were  accordingly  taken  up.  Mr. 
G.  then  moved  to  refer  the  resolutions  to  a select 
committee  of  seven. 

Mr.  Lumpkin,  in  order  that  the  substance  of  the 
resolutions  might  be  condensed  into  smaller  bounds, 
offered  the  following  substitute: 

Resolved,  That  the  assumption  by  the  general  govern- 
ment of  the  debts  of  the  slates  contracted  for  local  pur- 
poses, whether  it  shall  be  a direct  assumption  which 
would  make  the  general  government  responsible  for 
said  debts,  or  indirect  by  a distribution  of  the  public 
money  among  the  slates  to  enable  them  to  pay  their 
debts,  or  a pledge  of  public  lands  for  the  said  purpose, 
or  otherwise,  would  he  impolitic  and  dangerous,  unjust 
and  unequal  among  the  members  of  the  union,  and 
wholly  unauthorised  by  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  con- 
stitution. 

Mr.  Grundy  moved  to  refer  the  whole  to  the  pro- 
posed select  committee  of  seven,  to  be  appointed  by 
the  chair. 

\ Mr.  Preston  said  he  was  averse  to  acting  thus 
i prospectively  and  hypothetically  on  any  important 
matter  of  this  kind;  and  he  was  more  especially  so 
since  hearing  the  remarks  made  yesterday  on  these 
resolutions  by  the  senator  Irom  Missouri.  He  had 
understood  liom  those  remarks  that  some  of  the 
states  were  supposed  to  be  contemplating  the  pro- 
ject of  coming  belore  congress  to  induce  this  go- 
vernment to  assume  the  debts  of  the  respective 
states.  But  Mr.  P.  was  not  aware  that  any  of  the 
states  of  this  union  proposed  to  come  belore  con- 
gress for  any  such  purpose.  It  had  indeed  been 
suggested  in  another  quarter,  which,  however,  was 
not  entitled  to  such  respect  as  to  make  it  a matter 
lit  for  the  notice  of  the  senate.  It  was  unworth}' 
of  their  consideration  at  all,  unless  it  should  be  pro- 
posed by  the  states.  Perhaps  it  would  turn  out 
that  the  slates  had  nothing  of  the  kind  in  view;  and 
at  all  events  Mr.  P.  was  opposed  to  such  prospec- 
tive and  hypothetic  legislation;  it  might  lead  to  se- 
rious consequences;  it  might,  for  instance,  involve 
the  senate  in  a pledge  Which,  in  some  points  at 
least,  unforeseen  circumstances  might  render  im- 
proper and  inexpedient.  Mr.  P.  therefore,  thought 
it  the  duty  of  the  senate  to  wait  till  the  supposed 
casus  foederis  had  actually  occurred,  and  then  pro- 
nounce their  deliberate  opinion  upon  it. 

Regarding  1 his  subject,  as  Mr.  P.  did,  as  having 
reference  to  the  states  of  this  union,  and  therefore 
of  very  great  consequence,  Mr.  P.  was  unwilling 
to  anticipate  that  anv  state  would  act  a wrong  or 
violent  part  toward  this  government;  and,  even  if 
he  expected  it,  he  would  not  thus  interfere  w ith  a 
preventive  policy.  And  even  if  a state  should  thus 
apply  to  this  government  to  assume  its  debts,  Mr. 
P.  would  feel  it  his  bounden  duty  to  treat  the  ap- 
plication and  the  applicant  with  the  most  perfect 
respect  and  decorum;  and  if  the  request  must  be 
denied,  it  should  be  done  in  entire  courtesy.  As  a 
state  rights  man,  Mr.  P.  thought  the  states,  not  only 
in  important  matters,  but  even  in  formalities, should 
ever  be  treated  with  decorum  and  respect.  And 
he  did  not  think  it  right  to  anticipate  that  they 
would  do  any  thing  wrong,  and  send  forth  a brutum 
fulmen  to  prevent  it.  And  he  even  felt  himself 
bound  to  hold  himself  unpledged  in  these  matters; 
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though,  as  far  as  he  now  knew,  he  concurred  with 
the  sentiments  of  the  resolutions.  Yet  he  did  not 
intend  to  compromise  himself.  He  therefore  moved 
to  lay  the  resolutions  on  the  table,  desiring  at  the 
same  time  that  it  should  be  fully  understood  that  in 
doing  this  he  in  no  way  expressed  opposition  to  the 
doctrines  of  the  resolutions,  but  only  to  their  adop- 
tion under  the  circumstances. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  this  motion;  which  were  accordingly  or- 
dered; and  the  question  was  decided  in  the  negative 
as  follows: 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Betts,  Clay,  of  Ky.  Clayton,  Crit- 
tenden, Davis,  Dickson,  Henderson.  Merrick,  Prentiss, 
Preston,  Ruggles,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard,  White, 
of  Indiana,  White,  of  Tennessee— 15. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hub- 
bard, King,  Linn.  Lumpkin,  Nicholas,  Norvell,  Roane, 
Robinson.  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Conn.  Strange,  Tappan, 
Walker,  Wall,  Williams,  Wright,  Young — 25. 

The  resolutions,  together  with  the  substitute  of 
Mr.  Lumpkin,  were  then  referred  to  a select  com- 
mittee of  seven,  to  be  appointed  by  the  chair,  Mr. 
Benton  having  declined  to  act  as  one  of  that  com- 
mittee. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill 
providing  for  the  occupation  of  Florida  by  collec- 
tions of  armed  settlers. 

The  bill  was  advocated  at  length  by  Mr.  Benton, 
and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Tappan  and  Preston. — 
[Their  remarks  are  necessarily  deferred.] 

The  bill  being  still  under  consideration — 

The  senate  (afteran  executive  session)  adjourned. 

January  8.  The  bill  for  the  armed  occupation 
of  Florida  was  again  discussed. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Ala.  spoke  in  answer  to  Mr.  Pres- 
ton, of  yesterday,  and  advocating  the  provisions  of 
the  bill.  It  was  ordered  lo  be  engrossed. 

Mr.  Preston,  intimated  his  intention  to  make  some 
remarks  when  the  bill  is  on  its  passage  to-morrow. 

The  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the  remo- 
val of  the  raft  on  Red  river,  W'as  discussed  on  the 
question  of  its  passage  by  Messrs.  Crittenden,  Pierce, 
King  and  Davis,  and  passed. 

The  bill  in  'relation  to  the  cancelling  of  bends, 
ike.  of  vessels  employed  in  the  whale  fishery,  was 
discusseU  by  Messrs.  Davis  and  Wright,  and  on  mo- 
tion of  the  latter,  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  following  bills  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a third  reading: 

A bill  lor  the  relief  of  W.  H.  Robertson,  Samuel 
H.  Garrow,  and  J.  W.  Simonton. 

A bill  for  the  relief  of  Win.  Whitehead,  late  col- 
lector of  Key  West. 

A bill  lor  the  relief  of  Walter  Loomis  and  Abel 
Gay. 

A bill  for  the  relief  Benjamin  Murphy,  of  Arkan- 
sas. 

A bill  for  the  relief  of  R.  T.  Banks,  of  Arkansas. 

The  senate  took  an  executive  session,  and  ad- 
journed at  half  past  three. 

January  9.  The  vice  president  presented  to  the 
senate  a message  in  relation  to  the  disputed  boun- 
dary line;  also,  a message  from  the  president  in  re- 
ply lo  a resolution  of  the  30th  ult.  calling  for  in- 
formation in  relation  to  the  suspension  of  banks. 

After  the  transaction  of  private  business,  the  se- 
nate resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  providing 
for  the  occupation  of  Florida  by  armed  settlers. 

The  measure  proposed  by  the  bill  was  (Hither 
opposed  by  Mr.  Crittenden  and  Mr.  Preston,  and 
advocated  by  Mr.  Pierce. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Strange,  (the  subject  still 
being  up),  the  senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Saturday,  Jan.  4th.  After  the  reading  of  the 
journal,  Mr.  Evans,  introduced  “a  bill  making  ap- 
propriations, in  part,  for  the  support  of  govern- 
ment, for  the  year  1840;”  which,  having  been  twice 
read  by  its  title,  w'as  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tillinghast,  the  resolution  of 
the  senate  providing  for  the  appointment  of  a com- 
mittee on  the  library  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Ramsey  rose  and  said  that,  for  more  than  ten 
days  past,  he  had  had  in  his  possession  a petition 
from  citizens  of  the  third  congressional  district  of 
the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  complaining  that  their 
rights  had  been  violated  in  this  house  by  the  house 
permitting  a gentleman  to  take  his  seat  w ho  was 
not  entitled  thereto, and  requesting  that  an  investi- 
gation might  be  marie  into  the  frauds  which  had 
been  committed  in  that  election.  Mr.  R.  asked 
leave  now  to  present  the  petition. 

Objection  having  been  made,  Mr.  R.  moved  a 
suspension  of  the  rule,  and  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays;  which  were  ordered,  when  it  was  decided  in 
the  negative:  yeas  118,  nays  07  (not  being  two- 
thirds  voting  in  the  affirmative  as  required  by  the 
rule),  so  the  rule  was  not  suspended.  (Mr.  Naylor 
stated,  that  he  did  not  vote,  in  consequence  of  hav- 


ing paired  off  with  a gentleman  from  North  Caroli- 
na, otherwise,  he  would  have  voted  in  the  affima- 
tive) . 

On  leave  given,  Mr.  Sherrod  Williams  offered 
the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  memorials  and  petitions  present- 
ed to  the  house  of  representatives  at  the  last  congress, 
and  upon  which  favorable  reports  were  made,  and  on 
which  the  house  did  not  finally  act,  and  such  memo- 
rials and  petiiions  as  were  presented  at  the  last  con- 
gress and  referred,  upon  which  the  committees  did  not 
make  reports,  be  again  referred  lo  the  committees  to 
which  the  said  memorials  and  petitions  were  hereto- 
fore severally  referred. 

The  business  first  in  order  was  the  motion  sub- 
mitted yesterday  by  Mr.  W.  Thompson,  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  ordering  the  printing  of  5,000  extra 
copies  of  the  map  of  the  seat  of  war  in  Florida, 
accompanying  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  war. 

A spirited  debate  here  arose,  in  which  Messrs. 
W.  Thompson,  Cave  Johnson,  Banks,  Wise,  Graves, 
Smith,  of  Maine,  Giddings  and  Crary,  participated. 

And  the  question  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  W.  Thomp- 
son was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative, 
without  a division. 

So  the  vote  was  reconsidered. 

And  the  question  then  recurring  on  the  adoption 
of  the  resolution  to  print  5,000  extra  copies  of  the 
said  maps. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Banks,  the  resolution  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Tennessee,  asked  leave  to  intro- 
duce at  this  time,  with  a view  to  have  laid  on  the 
table  and  printed,  the  following  joint  resolution: 
Joint  resolution  to  amend  the  constitution  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  in  relation  to  the  election  of  president. 

Resolved  hy  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of 
the  United  Stales  of  America  in  congress  assembled,  two 
thirds  of  both  houses  concurring,  That  the  following 
amendment  to  the  constitation  of  the  United  States  be 
proposed  tothe  legislatures  of  the  several  states,  which, 
when  ratified  by  the  legislatures  of  three-fourths  of  the 
states,  shall  be  valid,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  part 
of  the  constitution,  to  wit: 

‘’No  person  who  shall  hereafter  be  elected,  and  shall 
serve  the  period  of  four  years  as  president  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  shall  be  again  eligible  to  that  office.’’ 

Leave  was  not  granted. 

Mr.  Jameson  then  rose  and  said:  Mr.  Speaker,  I 
rise  to  do  what  I intended  on  yesterday  to  have 
done,  but  failed  in  obtaining  the  floor  before  the 
house  adjourned;  that  is  to  announce  to  this  house 
the  death  of  the  hon.  Albert  Gallatin  Harrison,  one. 
of  the  members  elect  from  the  state  of  Missouri  to 
the  twenty-sixth  congress.  He  died  at  his  resi- 
dence, near  Fnlton,  Missouri,  of  bilious  feyer,  in 
the  month  of  September  last.  In  his  death,  not 
only  the  bereaved  widow  and  his  children  sustain 
a deep  and  abiding  loss — the  loss  of  an  amiable, 
kind,  and  affectionate  husband  and  parent — but 
Missouri  lost  one  of  her  favorite  and  ablest  sons. 
Always  true  to  his  trust,  and  faithful  to  the  interests 
of  Missouri,  my  lamented  predecessor  had  obtain- 
ed for  himself  a deep  seat  in  the  affections  of  her 
people.  I have  known  the  deceased  since  I have 
known  myself,  and  many  on  this  floor  were  also 
well  acquainted  with  hitn;  and  they  will  bear  me 
witness  tn  the  fact  that  he  possessed  all  those  no- 
ble qualities  and  virtues  which  of  themselves  con- 
stitute the  high  road  to  honor  and  distinction. 

He  had  filled  with  credit  to  himself,  and  to  the 
entire  satisfaction  of  the  people,  more  difficult  offi- 
ces of  honor  and  profit,  in  the  same  length  of  time, 
than  any  man  who  has  ever  resided  in  Missouri. 
He  was  called  by  Him  in  whose  hands  life  and  death 
are  held,  from  the  theatre  of  action,  in  the  meridian 
of  life;  and  but  few  have  passed  from  time  more  to 
be  lamented  than  Albert  Gallatin  Harrison.  Few, 
ifanv,  can  fill  his  place  as  the  agent  or  representa- 
tive of  Missouri;  and  avoid  is  left  in  that  domestic 
circle  in  which  he  moved,  and  in  the  heart  of  his  ami- 
able, intelligent  and  bereaved  widow,  that  no  pow- 
er on  earth,  no  human  being  can  fill — a void  that 
can  only  be  filled  by  the  constant  presence,  aid 
and  protection  of  the  Spirit  of  the  Eternal  God. 

Mr.  Harrison  was  a native  of  Kentucky,  from 
whose  land  so  many  able  and  chivalric  men  have 
emanated — the  birth  place  of  a great  many  members 
now  on  this  floor  from  other  states. 

Mr.  J.  then  offered  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved , unanimously.  That  this  house  has  received 
with  deep  sensibility  the  annunciation  of  the  death  of 
the  hon.  Albert  G.  Harrison,  one  of  the  late  representa- 
tives elect  from  the  state  of  Missouri  for  the  twenty- 
sixth  congress  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  members  of  this 
house  tender  the  widow  and  relatives  of  the  deceased 
their  sympathy  on  this  mournful  event,  and  will  testify 
their  respect  for  his  memory  by  wearing  crape  on  the 
left  arm  for  thirty  days. 

Resolved,  That,  as  a further  evidence  of  their  respect 
for  the  memory  of  the  deceased,  the  house  will  adjourn 
until  Monday  next,  at  12  o’clock  M. 

And  then  the  house  adjourned. 


Monday,  Jan.  6.  After  the  reading  of  the  journal, 
Mr.  W,  B.  Calhoun,  of  Massachusetts,  rose  and 
submitted  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  the  house  has  heard  with  deep  sensi- 
bility of  the  death  of  the  hon.  J.  C.  Alvord,  amember  elect 
of  this  house  from  the  state  of  Massachusetts. 

Resolved,  That  the  members  and  officers  of  this 
house  will  testify  their  respect  for  the  memory  of  the 
deceased  by  wearing  crape  on  the  left  arm  for  thirty 
days- 

The  resolutions  having  been  read, 

Mr.  Calhoun  said:  I do  not  rise  Mr.  Speaker,  to 
give  utterance  to  a labored  eulogium  upon  the 
character  of  Mr.  Alvord.  I rise  simply  to  say  that 
he  was  regularly  elected  a member  of  this  congress, 
and  that  he  died  several  months  anterior  to  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  session.  He  was  very 
young;  and,  had  he  been  permitted  to  take  his  place 
amongst  us,  would  undoubtedly  have  been  the 
youngest  member  upon  this  floor.  But,  young  as 
he  was,  he  had  acquired  very  prominent  and  envia- 
ble rank  in  the  community  where  he  resided. 
Heaven  had  given  him  a high  order  of  intellect;  his 
mind  was  richly  cultivated;  his  judgment  was  ma- 
ture; and  his  general  attainments  extraordinary.  In 
the  study  and  pursuit  of  the  law — the  profession  to 
which  he  had  devoted  himself — he  was  eminently 
distinguished;  as  he  was,  also,  in  both  of  the  halls 
of  legislation  in  his  native  state.  Had  he  lived  to 
take  part  in  the  proceedings  of  this  body,  he  would, 
I am  sure,  have  added  largely  to  his  fame  and  re- 
nown. He  died,  sir,  in  the  midst  of  the  warmest 
affections,  and  the  fondest  hopes  of  his  friends,  his 
associates,  and  of  the  community  where  his  lot  was 
cast. 

Such,  in  brief,  was  James  C.  Alvord;  and  never, 
I am  confident,  has  the  house  of  representatives 
been  called  upon  to  pay  a tribute  to  the  memory  of 
one  more  worthy. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  resolutions,  and 
they  were  unanimously  adopted. 

Mr.  Duncan  moved  a suspension  of  the  rules  to 
enable  him  to  offer  a resolution,  proposing  to  refer 
all  the  papers  and  testimony  relating  to  the  New 
Jersey  disputed  election  to  the  committee  of  elec- 
tions; and,  on  that  motion,  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

Mr.  Calhoun  asked  the  gentleman  to  give  way  to 
enable  him  to  make  a motion,  which  was  of  imme- 
morial usage,  lor  the  adjournment  of  the  house  as  a 
testimonial  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  the  deceas- 
ed . 

Mr.  Duncan  immediately  acceded  to  said  request; 
when 

Mr.  Calhoun  moved  that  the  house  adjourn  till 
to-morrow,  which  was  agreed  to;  and  the  house 
then  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  Jan.  7.  The  journal  of  yesterday  hav- 
ing been  read — 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  South  Carolina,  rose,  and  (be- 
ing most  imperfectly  heard)  was  understood  by  the 
reporter  to  refer  to  the  action  of  the  house  in  rela- 
tion to  the  contested  election  in  the  state  of  New 
Jersey;  and  proceeded  to  say  that  it  was  one  of  the 
most  solemn  duties  of  the  house  to  determine  who 
were  the  gentlemen  entitled  to  the  five  vacant  seats 
from  that  state.  It  had  been  usual  for  gentlemen 
claiming  seats  to  present  to  the  house  a memorial 
or  petition  setting  forth  substantially  the  grounds  of 
their  claim;  but  no  movement  of  that  kind  had  as 
yet  been  made.  He  thought  that  the  house  should 
wait  no  longer;  and  he  therefore  moved  a suspen- 
sion of  the  rule  to  enable  him  to  offer  the  follow- 
ing resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  all  papers  or  other  testimony  in  pos- 
session of  or  within  the  control  of  this  house,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  late  election  in  New  Jersey  for  representa- 
tives to  the  26th  congress  of  the  United  States,  be  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  of  elections,  with  instructions 
to  inquire  and  report  who  are  entitled  to  occupy,  as 
members  of  this  house  the  five  contested  seats  from  that 
state. 

Resolved,  That  a copy  of  this  resolution  be  served  on 
John  B.  Aycrigg,  John  P.  B.  Maxwell,  Wm.  Halsted 
Chas.  C.  Stratton,  Thos.  Jones  Yorke,  Peter  D. 
Vroorn,  Philemon  Dickerson,  Wm.  R.  Cooper,  Daniel 
B Ryall  and  Joseph  Kille,  all  citizens  of  New  Jersey, 
claiming  to  be  representatives  from  that  state  in  this 
congress:  and  that  the  service  be  made  upon  each  gen- 
tleman personally,  or  by  leaving  a copy  at  his  usual  re- 
sidence. 

Mr.  Bell  said  he  probably  could  relieve  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Corolina  (Mr.  Campell)  from 
the  necessity  of  offering  these  resolutions,  by  bring- 
ing forward  a privileged  motion. 

He  (Mr.  B.)  had  been  informed  the  other  day, 
and  again  on  inquiry,  this  morning,  (though  not  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio),  that  there  were  still  five 
gentleman  here  in  attendance  from  day  to  day 
claiming  to  be  qualified  as  members — to  sit  and  vote 
as  representatives  from  the  state  of  New  Jersey; 
and  yet  the  chair  had  not  been  enlightened  as  to 
that  fact  by  any  genlleman.  He  (Mr.  B.)  had  not 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— JAN.  11,  1840— CONGRESS.  310 


felt  it  to  be  particularly  his  duty,  or  he  would  have 
done  so  long  since;  and,  in  order  to  give  additional 
strength-  to  the  information  he  had  received,  he 
would  now  state  (not  as  a matter  of  complaint  or 
irregularity  against  the  gentlemen  personally)  that 
these  five  gentlemen  were  exercising  the  franking 
privilege  as  members;  that  they  had  seats  within  the 
bar  of  the  house,  with  their  names  written  upon 
them;  and  that  as  many  of  them  as  chose  (and  as  of- 
ten as  they  chose)  received  stationery  from  the  clerk, 
or  under  his  authority,  as  members  of  this  house. 
Now,  an  irregularity  so  gross  as  this  (irregular  he 
meant,  as  to  their  own  body),  was  unparalleled  in 
the  history  of  this  house.  He  asserted  that  those 
gentlemen  had  either  a right  to  be  qualified  or  to  be 
informed  that  the  house  would  not  admit  and  quali- 
fy them.  This  was  the  second  month  of  the  ses- 
sion; and  yet  these  gentlemen  were  here  day  after 
day,  exercising  many  of  the  most  important  privi- 
leges of  members,  though  they  had  never  been 
brought  forward  in  such  a manner  as  to  entitle  them 
to  their  enjoyment. 

For  the  purpose  of  discharging  a duty  he  would 
move  that  the  question  be  taken  up,  and  that  the 
chair  either  qualify  these  gentlemen,  or  that  the 
house  take  a proper  order  about  (hem,  and  deter- 
mine that  they  shall  not  be  qualified.  Upon  the 
strength  of  the  information  he  had  received,  he 
moved  that  the  gentlemen  be  qualified,  or  that  the 
house  determine  they  should  not  be  qualfied.  He 
had  not  received  that  information  from  the  gentle- 
men themselves.  If  he  had  been  misinformed,  orif 
the  gentlemen  had  withdrawn,  let  the  house  be  in- 
formed of  the  fact.  And  if  the  chair  decided  that 
the  motion  indicated  by  him  (Mr.  B.)  was  a privi- 
leged motion,  he  would  read  what  he  proposed  to 
submit  to  the  house  in  consequence  of  it. 

The  speaker  said  he  would  hear  the  gentleman’s 
proposition  before  deciding. 

Mr.  Bell  said  he  made  the  motion  upon  the  pre- 
sumption that  it  was  a privileged  question,  to  have 
these  gentlemen  sworn  or  not. 

Mr.  B.  then  read  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  Philemon  Dickerson.  Peter  D.  Vroom, 
William  R.  Cooper,  Daniel  B.  Ryall  and  Joseph  Kille, 
who  are  in  attendance  claiming  to  be  admitted  to  sit 
and  vote  in  this  house  of  representatives  from  the  state 
of  New  Jersey,  are  not,  and  cannot  be,  legally  and 
constitutionally,  members  of  this  body,  until  the  regular 
returns  or  certificates  of  election  granted  to  five  other 
duly  qualified  persons  by  the  governor  and  council  of 
said  state,  in  the  exercise  of  the  authority  vested  in 
them  by  the  laws  of  said  state,  passed  in  conformity 
with  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  shall  have 
been  set  aside,  cr  adjudged  void,  upon  due  investiga- 
tion had,  in  the  form  and  manner  prescribed  by  the 
laws  and  usages  of  the  house. 

That,  (continued  Mr.  B.)  is  the  resolution  which 
I propose  to  submit,  supposing  that  these  gentle- 
men are  still  in  attendance  claiming  to  be  members 
and  to  be  qualified  as  such.  Then  I shall  offer  a 
second  and  third  resolution,  reaching  the  object 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
and  which  are  in  the  following  words: 

Resolved,  That  the  house  having  decided  that  John  B. 
Aycrigg,  Wm.  Hal.-ted,  John  P.  B.  Maxwell,  Charles 
C.  Stratton  and  Thomas  Jones  Yorke,  the  persons 
having  the  regular  and  legal  certificates  of  election, 
shall  not  be  admitted  to  sit  in  this  house  and  vote  as 
other  members  until  it  shall  have  been  established,  by 
sufficient  proof,  that  there  was  no  fraud,  mistake  of  the 
law, or  other  error,  made  or  committed  by  the  governor 
and  council  of  New  Jersey,  in  the  returns  or  certifi- 
cates of  election  granted  as  aforesaid;  and  said  decision 
being  contrary  to  the  usual  practice  of  the  house  in 
such  cases,  tlie  speaker  be  directed  to  notify  the  go- 
vernor and  council  of  New  Jersey  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  house  in  the  premises,  to  the  end  that  the  people 
of  said  state  may  be  duly  informed  of  the  causes  which 
have  for  the  present  deprived  them  of  the  services  of 
five  of  the  representatives  to  which  they  are  entitled 
by  the  law  and  constitution. 

Resolved,  That  the  returns  and  all  other  papers  or 
testimony  in  possession  of  the  house  relating  to  the 
five  vacant  seats  in  the  New  Jersey  delegation  be  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  of  elections;  that  said  commit- 
tee proceed  to  examine  the  returns  and  all  other  testi- 
mony which  may  be  submitted  to  them,  according  to 
the  rules  and  orders  of  the  house,  and  that  said  com- 
mittee first  decide  and  report  to  the  house  who  are  en- 
tilled  to  sit  and  act  as  members  by  the  returns. 

These  resolutions,  (continued  Mr.  B.)  can  be  of- 
fered separately  or  together.  I shall  olfer  the  first 
one,  if  the  information  I have  received  be  not  con- 
tradicted: that  is  to  say,  that  these  gentlemen  are 
here  claiming  admittance  as  members.  I am  in- 
formed that  one  of  them  at  least  is  in  attendance. 

A long  debate  then  ensued  principally  in  relation 
to  points  of  order,  when  finally  Mr.  Rives  de- 
manded the  yeas  and  nays,  and  the  rules  were  sus- 
pended: yeas  182,  nays  23. 

And  the  question  recurring  on  the  adoption  of 
the  resolution — 

Mr.  Bell  obtained  the  floor,  but  yielded  it  to  Mr. 
Campbell,  to  enable  him  to  modify  his  resolution  so 


as  to  add  to  the  end  thereof,  the  words  “and  that 
the  committee  have  power  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers.” 

Mr.  Bell  then  proceeding  to  offer  an  amendment, 

Mr.  Rives  said  tie  objected.  He  voted  lor  the 
suspension  in  order  to  vote  for  the  resolution  of  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  as  presented,  ami 
lie  was  of  opinion,  therefore,  that  the  amendment 
ought  not  to  be  entertained.  (Much  laughter). 

Mr.  Bell  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by  strik- 
ing out  all  alter  the  word  “resolved,”  and  inserting 
the  resolutions  proposed  by  him.  (See  above). 

Mr.  Randolph,  pioposed  (Mr.  B.  having  yielded 
the  floor  for  the  moment)  to  amend  the  amendment 
by  inserting  in  the  second  resolution*  alter  the 
words  “notify  the  governor  and  council  of  New 
Jersey,”  the  words  following: 

“That  the  commissions  issued  by  him,  according  to 
the  laws  of  said  slate,  to  John  B.  Aycrigg,  John  P.  B. 
Maxwell,  Wm.  Halsted,  Charles  C.  Stratton  and  Tho- 
mas Jones  Yorke  have  not  been  deemed  sufficient  by 
the  house  to  authorise  their  holding  the  same,  and  to 
be  sworn  if?  as  members  of  this  house,  and  also.’’ 

Mr.  Bell  accepted  this  as  a modification,  and 
then  proceeded  to  address  the  house  in  remarks  of 
some  length,  a report  of  which  will  be  given  at  an 
early  day. 

Mr.  Duncan  next  obtained  to  the  floor,  and  gave 
way  for  a motion  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Jones  asked  leave  of  the  house  to  move  to  re- 
fer the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  on  the 
finances,  now  lying  on  the  table,  to  the  committee 
of  ways  and  means. 

Mr.  Evans  then  moved  to  take  tip  and  consider 
the  amendments  of  the  senate  to  the  bill  making 
appropriations  in  part  for  the  support  of  govern- 
ment for  1840.  The  amendments  were  accordingly 
taken  up,  and  concurred  In. 

The  resolution  from  the  senate  appointing  a com- 
mittee on  enrolled  bills  was  taken  up,  and  concur- 
red in  by  the  house. 

Mr.  Crockett  gave  notice  that,  on  to-morrow,  he 
would  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a bill  to  amend  an  act 
entitled  “an  act  to  authorize  the  state  of  Tennessee 
to  issue  grants  and  perfect  titles  to  certain  lands 
therein  described,  and  to  settle  the  claims  to  the 
vacant  and  unappropriated  lands  within  the  same,” 
passed  April  18,  1806. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Duncan,  the  house  adjourned 
at  4 o’clock. 

Wednesday,  Jan.  8th.  The  journal  having  been 
read,  a conversation  ensued  between  Messrs.  Rives, 
of  Virginia,  and  Briggs,  in  relation  to  its  correction; 
which  issued  in  striking  out  the  entry  of  an  objec- 
tion made  by  Mr.  R.  to  a modification  by  Mr. 
Campbell,  of  South  Carolina,  of  his  own  resolution 
touching  the  New  Jersey  election. 

Mr.  Cooper,  of  Pa.  indicated  his  wish  to  offer  the 
following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  the  postmaster  general  be  directed 
to  communicate  to  this  house  the  late  arrangement 
made  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail  between  Phi- 
ladelphia and  Washington  city;  over  what  route  the 
same  is  carried;  whether  the  distance  by  said  route  is 
greater  or  less  than  under  the  former  arrangement; 
whether  the  time  required  for  its  transportation  between 
the  said  places  has  been  increased  or  diminished  by 
the  change;  whether  the  communication  between  New 
York  and  Boston;  and  the  souih  and  southwest,  has 
been  facilitated  or  retarded  thereby,' and  whether  the 
price  paid  for  the  transportation  of  the  same  has  been 
increased  or  diminished,  and  what  is  the  amount  of 
the  difference. 

And  whereas  it  is  alleged,  to  the  great  discredit  of 
the  government,  that  the  eastern  mail  has  been  clan- 
destinely and  fraudulently  transmitted,  by  the.  agents 
of  the  post  office  department,  from  Philadelphia  to  Bal- 
timore, by  the  cars  of  the  Philadelphia,  Wilmington 
and  Baltimore  rail  road  company,  notwithstanding  the 
postmaster  general  has  discontinued  his  contract  with 
the  said  company  for  carrying  the  said  mail:  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  postmaster  general  be  required 
to  communicate  to  this  house  whether  it  is  true,  as  al- 
leged, that  such  fraud  has  been  committed  upon  the 
said  company  by  any  officer  or  agent,  person  or  per- 
sons- connected  with  or  in  the  employment  of  the  post 
office  department;  and,  if  so,  whether  such  officer  or 
agent,  person  or  persons,  have  been  removed  or  dis- 
charged; and  that  a full  statement  of  the  facts  relating 
to  the  transaction  be  communicated  to  this  house. 

But  Mr.  Duncan  claiming  the  floor,  having  yes- 
terday moved  the  adjournment,  and  being  desirous 
of  resuming  and  concluding  his  speech  on  the  New 
Jersey  election,  the  chair  decided  that  he  was  enti- 
tled to  the  floor. 

Mr.  Duncan  then  addressed  the  house  in  continu- 
ation of  his  speech  commenced  yesterday,  and  con- 
tinued to  speak  with  great  animation  till  3 o*clock. 
When  he  concluded — 

Mr.  Botts,  of  Virginia,  took  the  floor;  but,  yield- 
ing to  a manifest  disposition  in  the  house  that  way 
turning,  moved  an  adjournment. 

This  motion  was  several  times  withdrawn  and  re- 
newed, efforts  having  been  made  to  refer  the  report 


of  tlie  secretary  of  war;  and  also  to  take  up,  on  re- 
ference, the  senate  bills  on  the  speaker’s  table.  The 
lormer  of  the  two  motions  gave  rise  to  some  discus- 
sion as  to  the  disposition  that  should  be  made  of  the 
various  parts  of  tlie  report,  but  no  action  was  had 
on  either  when  the  house  adjourned. 

Thursday,  Jan.  9.  Some  debate  was  had  on  the 
reference  of  the  hill  from  the  senate  making  appro- 
priations for  the  removal  of  the  Red  river  raft,  which 
was  participated  in  by  Messrs.  Curlis,  Vanderpoel, 
McKay,  Jjtwis  Williams,  Biddle,  Rice  Garland, 
Pope,  Cross,  Jones,  of  Va.  H.  Everett  and  Mitchell. 
Its  further  consideration  was  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Jlbbot  Lawrence  rose  and  asked  the  consent 
of  the  house  to  present  at  this  time  a paper,  which, 
he  said,  he  was  desirous  to  have  referred  to  tlie 
committee  on  foreign  affairs.  It  was  a memorial 
from  merchants  of  Canton,  in  China,  in  relation  to 
their  condition  at  the  present  moment — American 
merchants  resident  there.  It  was  known  to  the 
house  that  there  had  been  great  interruptions  to 
trade  there,  and  tiiat  the  lives  and  property  of  Ame- 
rican citizens 

After  slight  objection,  it  was  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  foreign  affairs  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  New  Jersey  contested  election  being  the 
business  now  in  order, 

Mr.  Bolts,  of  Virginia,  who  was  entitled  to  tlie 
floor,  was  proceeding  to  address  the  house,  when 

Mr.  Hoffman  rose  and  said  that  it  would  be  re- 
collected mat  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
rules  had  been  made  the  special  order  for  this  day 
at  one  o’clock.  And  gave  notice  that  he  should 
move  it. 

Mr.  Bolls  having  indicated  his  wish  now  to  pro- 
ceed, addressed  the  house  at  great  length  on  the 
subject  of  the  contested  election  generally. 

[At  half  past  one  Mr.  Hoffman  called  np  thespe- 
cial  order  above  referred  to;  and  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Cave  Johnson,  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  was  postponed  until  Tuesday  next;  was 
made  the  special  order  for  that  day,  at  one  o’clock; 
and  the  present  rules  were  ordered  to  be  continued 
in  force  until  Thursday  next.] 

Mr.  Bolts  having  concluded  his  speech — 

Mr.  Randolph,  of  New  Jersey,  addressed  the 
chair,  when 

Mr.  Monroe,  of  New  York  claimed  the  floor,  in- 
asmuch as  Mr.  R.  had  spoken  repeatedly  before. 

The  chair  reminded. Mr.  M.  that  though  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph had  repeatedly  addressed  the  house  on  the 
general  subject,  yet  it  had  not  been  on  the  present 
resolution. 

Mr.  Randolph  insisting  on  his  right  to  the  floor, 
he  was  permitted  to  proceed,  and  went  into  a de- 
tailed history  of  the  entire  New  Jersey  case,  quot- 
ing documents  and  calling  for  the  reading  of  affida- 
vits, until  past  4 o’clock,  when  a motion  was  made 
to  adjourn,  and  negatived  by  yeas  and  nays:  yeas 
64,  nays  104. 

After  more  affidavits  had  been  read,  the  motion 
was  renewed,  and  again  lost:  yeas  53,  nays  78. 

Tlie  reading  having  been  resumed,  and  much 
uneasiness  being  manifested,  Mr.  R.  himself  moved 
to  adjourn,  and  the  motion  was  at  length  carried: 
yeas  67,  nays  58. 

So  the  house,  at  near  5 o’clock,  adjourned. 


Tobacco  in  Europe.  The  high  prices  of 
American  tobacco  in  Europe  have,  it  appears,  led 
to  the  cultivation  of  that  article  on  the  continent  to 
a considerable  extent.  The  Richmond  Whig  pub- 
lishes a letter  from  the  house  of  G.  and  C.  Kreg- 
linger,  under  date  of  Antwerp,  October  30,  which 
contains  the  following  statements  on  tlie  subject: 
The  production  of  home  leaf  has  increased  to  an 
incredible  extent  since  tlie  rise  in  the  value  of  the 
article  in  the  United  States,  and  tlie  common  lots 
of  American  tobacco  are  almost  entirely  supplanted 
by  it  in  Europe.  The  majority  of  consumers  hav- 
ing become  more  used  to  home  grown  leaf,  a great 
fall  in  the  value  of  the  exotic  plant  only,  can  bring 
tlie  latter  again  into  general  use,  and  this  will  only 
become  apparent  after  the  cultivation  of  the  former 
shall  have  been  checked  by  very  lovv  prices  of  the 
latter,  so  as  to  render  the  production  of  home  grown 
tobacco  unprofitable  to  the  planter.  This,  we  (ear, 
cannot  result  in  the  coming  season,  even  if  prices, 
as  seems  to  be  expected,  should  give  way  con- 
siderably in  the  United  States,  but  in  the  following 
year  prices  may  again  attain  a proportion  vvhicli 
would  leave  a chance  of  operating  with  advantage. 
As  to  the  liner  descriptions  of  American  tobacco, 
which  cannot  lie  supplied  by  European  production, 
they  are  likely  to  be  better  supported,  but  great 
caution  and  circumspection  will  be  necessary  in 
any  operation  in  them,  as  experience  has  shown 
that  their  consumption  is  also  materially  decreased 
by  high  prices. 
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Anti-slavery  nominations.  Messrs.  James  G.  Berney 
and  F.  I.  Li  M >yue,  who  were  nominated  tor  presi- 
dent and  vice  president,  have  both  declined  the  nomi- 
nations. 

Baptism.  The  Trenton,  (N.  .T.)  Gazette  says — Sixty 
persons  were  baptised  by  the  rev.  Morgan  J.  Rhees, 
of  the  Bapfist  church  of  Trenton.  The  ice  was  cut 
away  for  the  purpose  in  the  water  power  race-way,  at 
a place  near  the  church.  The  immersions  occupied 
about  forty  minutes  Persons  were  employed  to  stir 
the  water,  during  the  performance  of  the  rite,  to  pre- 
vent its  freezing.  A large  concourse  was  gathered  to 
look  upon  this  unusual  occurrence,  many  of  whom 
stood  upon  the  ice;  and  boys  were  skating  around,  at 
the  same  time. 

A protracted  meeting  has  been  held  in  the  Baptist 
church  for  several  weeks,  and  very  many  have  applied 
for  admission  to  the  society. 

Border  war  of  Missouri  and  Iowa.  All  the  military 
operations  have  been  suspended  till  July  next,  by  a 
mutual  agreement  upon  the  part  of  the  authorities  of 
the  state  anil  the  territory,  to  wait  the  action  of  con- 
gress. Thus  this  alarm  has  blown  over. 

Private  letters  received  in  Montreal,  November  25, 
from  Quebec,  state  that  the  border  troubles  had  re- 
commenced, on  the  disputed  territory,  between  New 
Brunswick  and  Maine. 

Baltimore.  The  council-  of  the  city  met  on  Monday 
1 ist.  In  the  first  branch  Samuel  Brady,  esq.  was  elect- 
ed president  Stephen  H.  Moore,  clerk,  Joseph  Nelson, 
reading  clerk,  and  Jacob  Glosser,  doorkeeper.  The  se- 
cond branch,  the  members  of  which  are  elected  for 
two  years,  retains  the  organization  given  to  it  last  year. 

Boston.  Jonathan  Chapman,  esq.  the  whig  candi- 
date, is  elected  mayor  of  Bjston.  The  vote  stood  for 
Chapman  4,362,  for  Sumner,  (admin.)  3,042.  The 
whole  whig  ticket  for  alderman  is  also  chosen  by  a 
majority  over  the  administration  and  temperance  tickets 
united.  The  votes  for  the  temperance  ticket  in  eight 
out  of  the  twelve  wards  were  463. 

Canal  tolls.  The  tolls  collected  on  the  New  York 
state  canals  up  to  the  1st  December,  in  each  of  the  live 


past  years,  are  as  follows,  viz: 

1335  $1,544,S41 

1336  1,613,028 

1837 - . 1,2)3,933 

1333, 1.590,244 

1839, 1,593,741 


Showing  the  tolls  of  the  present  season  to  be  $14,000 
less  than  in  J836,  and  only  $8,500  more  than  last  year. 

[Argus. 

Coinage.  The  Washington  Metropolis  states,  that 
from  the  foundation  of  our  government  up  to  1837,  the 
coinage  in  this  country  has  been  $69,531,548. 

Dartmouth  college..  Rev.  Samuel  G.  Brown,  son  of 
the  late  president  Brown,  has  been  appointed  to  the 
chair  of  rhetoric  and  belles  letters,  vacant  by  the  death 
of  professor  Peabody. 

Disaster  near  Lynchburg.  On  the  28th  ult.  two  boats 
having  on  board  75  kegs  of  gunpowder,  were  blown, 
up,  together  with  five  otner  boats,  and  their  entire  loads, 
and  fuur  persons  killed,  and  one  had  his  shoulder  dislo- 
cated. The  accident  occurred  at  Joshua  Creek  Falls, 
about  11  miles  from  Lynchburg. 

Eighth  of  January.  Yesterday  was  a glorious  day 
in  the  history  of  our  country.  It  was  the  anniversary 
of  the  day  on  which  the  brave  troops  of  our  country, 
under  the  gallant  Jackson,  achieved  a most  important 
victory  over  the  British  army.  Great  preparations 
were  made  in  New  Orleans  to  celebrate  the  day  in  a 
manner  worthy  of  the  occasion,  and  the  principal  ac- 
tor in  the  victory  was  to  be  present. 

An  election  is  to  be  held  in  the  neighboring  district 
of  Virginia,  on  Wednesday  next,  the  15ih  instant,  for 
a member  of  congress  to  supply  the  place  of  Mr.  Mer- 
cer resigned.  Messrs.  William  M.  McCarty,  Cuthberr 
Powell  and  Inman  Horner,  are  announced  as  candi- 
dates for  the  vacancy.  [Nat.  Int. 

Fire  in  Natchez.  Another  destructive  fire  occurred 
in  Natchez  on  the  15th  ult.  It  originated  in  a coffee 
house  in  one  of  the  front  buildings  under  ibe  hill,  oc- 
cupied by  F.  Brignole,  whose  loss  was  $15,000,  no  in- 
surance. Samuel  Foster  lost  his  store,  dwelling  house 
and  out  houses,  and  in  goods  about  $2,500.  His  tene- 
ments were  valued  at  $5,000,  and  were  insured  for 
$3,000.  James  Ramsey,  a tenant,  loss  trifling.  Ken- 
tucky hotel  under  rent,  loss  inconsiderable.  Sundry 
speculations  were  afloat  as  to  the  cause  of  the  fire — 
whether  it  was  the  work  of  a set  of  gamblers  who  lived 
and  carried  on  operations  in  Brignole’s  house,  or  was 
accidental.  There  was  a good  deal  of  excitement. 

Galvanism.  The  Lancaster  Intelligencer,  after  giving 
the  particulars  of  the  recent  execution  of  Kohler  at  the 
jail  of  that  place,  publishes  some  details  of  the  experi- 
ments which  were  afierwarris  made  on  the  body  with 
the  galvanic  battery,  electrical  machine,  &c.  After  ar- 
tificial breathing  was  established  by  means  of  a bellows, 
the  galvanic  battery  was  applied;  upon  this,  Kobler 
moved  his  arms  and  legs,  his  left  hand  was  ra  sed  from 
the  box  upon  which  he  lay  to  his  breast,  and  his  fin- 
gers were  opened  and  shut,  as  if  to  catch  something, 
his  features  expressed  every  passion,  his  eyes  were 
opened  and  closed  rapidly,  his  jaws  moved  as  if  chew- 
ing, and  he  breathed  with  sufficient  power  to  blow  out 
a candle  five  times  in  succession. 


Increasing  the  toll.  The  Lancaster  and  Harrisburg 
rail  road  company  have  increased  the  tolls  on  flour 
transported  on  that  road,  from  seven  to  thirteen  mills  per 
bbl.  for  each  mile. 

The  iron  boat.  The  Valley  Forge  arrived  at  Cincin- 
nati on  the  15th,  from  Pittsburg.  The  novelty  of  her 
construction  and  material  attracts  much  attention 
among  the  river  folks.  She  runs  well. 

Loss  of  the  brig  Virginia  and  a company  of  17.  S.  ar- 
tillery. The  Boston  Advertiser  publishes  the  following 
letter  from  its  correspondent  dated  Portsmouth,  N.  H. 
Dec.  27, 1839. 

Sir:  Great  fears  are  entertained  here  for  the  safety 
of  the  brig  Virginia,  of  Jacksonville,  E.  Florida,  Charles 
Willey,  master,  which  sailed  from  hence  for  New  York, 
on  Wednesday,  the  11th  inst.  having  as  passengers 
lieutenants  Fowler  and  Grafton,  and  about  forty  re- 
cruits of company  D of  1st  regiment  U.  S.  artillery,  se- 
ven women,  one  of  whom  was  the  captain’s  and  ano- 
ther the  mate’s  wife,  and  the  residue  wives  of  the  sol- 
diers; also  two  other  men  passengers  and  several  chil- 
dren— making  in  all  about  sixty  souls  on  board. 

Louisville  postmaster.  The  Journal  says,  there  has 
been  a change  in  the  Louisville  post  office.  Mr.  Jas. 
M.  Campbell  has  been  turned  out,  and  Mr.  Geo.  L. 
Douglass  appointed  in  his  place. 

Mayor  of  Albany.  At  a meeting  of  the  common 
council,  on  Monday  everting.  Jared  L.  Rathbone,  esq. 
was  re-appointed  mayor  of  the  city  for  the  current 
year.  [Argus. 

The  Madison  papers.  It  was  understood  in  Wash- 
ington last  week  that  the  Madison  papers,  so  long  ex- 
pected, would  be  out  this  week  or  next  week.  They  will 
create  something  of  a sensation  in  the  political  world. 

Mormons.  The  Mormons  have  purchased  a Iract  of 
20,000  acres  at  the  head  of  the  Des  Moines  rapids  of 
the  Mississippi,  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  including  the 
town  of  Commerce.  This  name  is  changed  to  Nan- 
voo,  from  the  Hebrew.  The  whole  purchase  money 
amounts  to  $70,000,  a large  porportion  of  it  on  long 
payments. 

Joseph  Smith,  jr.  Sidney  Rigdon  and  judge  Higbee, 
have  started  to  Washington  to  petition  congress  for  re- 
liefgrowing out  of  the  Missouri  persecution. 

[New  York  American. 

The  money  market.  The  news  from  England  has 
had  quite  a favorable  effect  on  the  money  market.  U. 

S.  bank  stock  sold  in  Philadelphia,  on  Monday,  at  85; 
and  in  New  York  at  84 — an  improvement  of  5 4-2  per 
cent,  since  Saturday. 

Mortality.  According  to  the  estimate  made  by  the 
National  Endowment  Assurance  society,  in  England, 
the  ‘’children  of  men’’  come  into  the  world,  and  go  out 
at  the  following  average: 

Every  moment,  j 

“ minute,  50 

“ hour,  3,600 

“ day,  24  hours,  86^400 

“ week,  7 days,  604,800 

“ month,  30  days,  2,592,000 

“ year,  365  days,  33,536,000 

“ generation,  30  years,  946,080,000 

Naval.  The  U.  S.  brig  Dolphin  left  New  York  for 
sea  on  Thursday.  7'he  following  is  a list  of  her  offi- 
cers: Charles  H.  Bell,  esq.  lieut.  commanding;  lieuts. 
James  Findlay  Schenck,  James  P.  McKinstry;  Robt. 

T.  Barry,  passed  assistant  surgeon;  Tlios.  B.  Nalie, 
purser;  J.  R.  M.  Mullany,  John  S.  Neville,  passed 
midshipmen;  G.  E.  West,  James  Ladd,  Wm.  F.  Spi- 
cer, midshipmen;  J.  R.  Neiliey,  purser’s  clerk. 

Oriental  literature.  Engelman,  the  German  book- 
seller of  Leipsic,  is  about  to  publish  a work,  entitled 
‘‘Bibliotheca  Orientalis”  containing  a list  of  oriental 
books,  including  grammatical  works;  especially  those 
printed  in  England,  France  and  Germany.  Such  a 
publication  has  long  been  much  wanted,  and  will  be 
eagerly  welcomed  by  the  oriental  scholar. 

Philadelphia.  The  following  appointments  of  high 
constables  have  been  made  by  the  mayor  and  recorder 
of  Philadelphia:  John  McLean,  Jas.  Young,  John  K. 
Murphy  and  Levin  H.  Smith. 

Pork.  Cost  of  packing  pork.  As  much  pork  is  this 
season  put  up  on  account  of  owners,  we  have  thought 
it  not  uninteresting  to  give  the  packing  charges.  The 
following  are  the  rates  established  for  the  pork  busi- 
ness, by  the  chamber  of  commerce  in  this  ciiy: 

For  purchasing  hogs,  with  funds  in  hands,  4 14  per 
cent. 

For  cutting  hogs,  including  receiving  and  weighing. 
12  1-2  crs.  per  head.  ° ° 

For  rendering  lard,  1-2  ct.  per  lb. 

For  nailing  and  boring,  weighing  and  marking  kegs, 

3 c.  bbls.  61-4  half  do.  5. 

For  weighing  and  marking  lard,  on  consignment, 
kegs  2c.  bols.  5.  half  do.  4. 

For  packing  and  trimming  pork  or  beef  in  bbls.  ex- 
clusive of  barrel,  salt  and  pickle,  50c.  each. 

For  weighing  bulk  pork  or  bacon,  per  1,000  lbs 
12  l-2cts. 

For  packing  pork  or  bacon  in  hhds.  exclusive  of 
cooperage,  37  l-2e.  per  hhd. 

N.  B.  Salt  and  cooperage  furnished  at  the  market 
price. 

Storage  charged  after  the  articles  are  ready  for  deli- 
very. [Cincinnati'  Chrott.  . 


Post  office  building.  A letter  from  Washington  says , 
‘‘The  contractors  of  the  new  post  office  building  are 
tired  of  their  bargain,  and  have  made  a proposition  to 
give  it  up,  losing  thereby  the  20  per  cent,  reserved 
from  the  payments  already  due.  It  is  said  that  the 
building  cannot  be  completed  under  two  millions  of  dol- 
lars.” 

Zachariah  Poylson,  the  long  and  well  known  editor 
of  Poulson’s  Daily  Advertiser,  (the  oldest  daily  news- 
paper in  America)  has  retired  from  the  editorial  chair, 
and  transferred  the  same  to  S.  C.  Brace,  and  T.  R. 
Newbold.  Otiumcum  dignitate  to  the  old  editor,  for  he 
deserves  it,  and  success  to  the  new  editor. 

Reshipment.  It  appears  by  the  N.  Y.  Express,  that 
within  the  last  three  weeks  over  $1,500,000  worth  of 
woollen  goods  have  been  reshipped  back  to  England. 

Russia.  To  give  some  idea  of  the  extent  of  the  Rus- 
sian empire  we  may  state  that,  last  year,  by  the  official 
reports,  the  number  of  births  were  2,333,932;  the  num- 
ber ol  deaths  1,586  733;  and  the  number  of  marriages 
432,424. 

Saturn.  Until  very  recently  it  was  generally  sup- 
posed, that  this  planet  was  surrounded  by  only  two 
rings;  but  it  has  lately  been  shown  by  Mr.  Encke,  of 
Berlin,  that  it  is  probable  there  are  ifiree,  and  M.  Du- 
mouchel, of  the  Roman  college  at  Rome,  thinks  he  has 
seen  several  openings  in  the  ring,  and  that  it  is  more 
than  quadruple. 

Specie  payment.  The  manner  in  which  the  banks 
in  Ohio  have  resumed  specie  payments  is  thus  describ- 
ed in  a letter  dated  Cincinnati,  Dec.  23, 1839. 

“Our  banks  do  not  issue  their  specie  paying  notes, 
but  pay  out  such  as  they  receive  on  deposite  and  in 
payment  of  debts,  viz:  Indiana,  Kentucky,  &c.  but 
principally  their  own  post  notes  at  12  months  after  date, 
and  some  payable  at  different  banks  about  the  country 
‘in  current  bank  notes.1  ” 

Slr.pwrecks.  It  is  stated  that  the  number  of  lives  lost 
by  shipwreck  on  Cape  Ann  and  Cape  Cod  on  and 
since  Sunday,  the  15th  inst.  is  greater  than  the  whole 
number  lost  for  the  last  twenty-five  years. 

An  item  in  the  foreign  news  states  that  the  brig  Pe- 
trel, bound  from  Dalhousie,  Nova  Scotia,  to  Stockton, 
with  timber,  was  cast  away  November  29th,  on  the 
coast  of  Fife,  and  all  on  board  perished  except  one  sea- 
man. Among  the  lost  was  a lady  in  whose  trunk  was 
found  400Z.  in  bank  bills.  The  brig  had  touched  at 
Stromness,  where  the  unfortunaterivomangot  on  board. 
Her  name  was  Elizabeth  Wagstaff.  The  gale  is  re- 
presented to  have  been  severe  in  the  extreme. 

Snow.  The  Marlborough  Gazette  of  Thursday  states 
that  whilst  all  the  surrounding  counties  are  covered 
with  snow  to  a considerable  depth,  not  a particle  of  it 
has  fallen  in  St.  Mary’s  county,  only  forty  or  fifty  miles 
south  of  Marlborough. 

Superfcies  in  Georgia.  According  to  a recent  sur- 
vey. there  are  found  to  be  35,515,526  superficial  acres 
of  land  in  Georgia. 

The  steam  ship  President.  This  splendid  vessel, 
which  has  for  some  time  past  been  building  at  Lime- 
house,  England,  by  the  builders  of  the  British  Queen, 
has  at  length  been  launched.  She  is  said  to  be  the 
largest  ship  in  tlw  world;  her  dimensions  are  as  follows: 
Extreme  length  268  feet;  length  for  measurement,  230 
feet;  length  fur  keel,  220  feet;  breadth,  42  feet;  breadth, 
including  paddle  boxes,  64  feet;  depth  in  the  hold  mid- 
ships, 23  feet;  height  of  upper  deck,  7 feet;  diameter  of 
paddle  wheel,  21  feet;  draft  of  water,  with  cargo,  17 
feet;  burthen  tons,  old  measurement,  1,921  57  94; 
weight  of  engine,  boiler,  &c.  500  tons.  The  engine  is 
600  horse  power.  Thus  it  apoears  the  President  is  126 
tons  larger,  and  has  100  horse  power  more  than  the 
British  Queen.  She  is  destined  for  the  trade  between 
this  country  and  England. 

Travelling.  It  has  been  estimated  that  about  400,000 
persons  travelled  over  the  railroad  between  New  York 
and  Baltimore  annually;  and  a like  number  over  the 
road  from  Baltimore  to  the  city  of  Washington. 

The  tides.  The  Sun  says  there  has  not  been,  within 
the  recollection  of  the  oldest  citizens,  a season  when 
the  tides  in  the  Chesapeake  and  its  tributaries  have  ex- 
perienced such  great  variations— first  extremely  low, 
and  then  again  rushing  up  to  a great  height.  At  Bai- 
tiniore,  not  many  days  since,  an  old  gentleman  observ- 
ed that  he  never  saw  the  tide  so  low.  On  Sunday 
week  at  Centreville,  the  tide  rose  about  four  feet  above 
an  ordinary  flood  tide,  and  overflowed  many  adjacent 
fields.  Houses  near  the  shore  were  flooded.  No  very 
serious  damage,  however,  occurred. 

Hidden  treasure.  Somebody  has  found,  by  digging, 
on  Coney  Island,  N.  Y.  about  $1,000  in  silver,  which 
had  been  buried  in  the  earth.  As  this  is  the  beach  on 
which  it  is  supposed  that  the  pirates  Gibbs  and  Wans- 
ley  buried  their  money,  the  prospect  of  getting  a rich 
prize  has  drawn  together  a number  of  persons,  and  the 
beach  is  now  alive  with  them,  digging  away  with  the 
most  persevering  industry. 

Wooden  pavements.  Amaziah  Nash,  of  Calais,  N.  Y- 
has  invented  a machine  for  making  six  square  paving 
blocks,  with  the  circular  saw.  The  blocks  are  to  be 
sa  wed  from  the  round  log,  with  the  cross  cut,  and  fitted 
with  the  circular  saw. 

I feather.  The  National  Intelligencer  states  that  the 
thermometer  stood  in  Washington  city  on  Thursday 
morning  last,  “several  degrees  below  zero.’’ 
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FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 

ENGLAND. 

The  Hibernia,  capt.  Cobb,  arrived  at  New  York, 
on  the  morning  of  the  10th  instant,  from  Liverpool, 
with  London  papers  of  the  10th,  ami  Liverpool  of 
the  1 1th  ultimo,  being  3 days  later.  The  principal 
intelligence  she  brings  is  that  of  Mr.  Jaudon  having 
succeeded  through  the  intervention  of  Messrs.  Roths- 
childs, to  aifect  another  loan  for  £000,000  sterling, 
for  which  are  to  be  issued  stock  debentures  bearing 
an  interest  of  5 per  cent,  at  92.  And  a collateral 
security  given  of  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Pennsylvania 
stock.  United  States  shares  in  London  had  imme- 
diately risen  in  consequence,  and  had  been  sold  at 
from  £19  to  £19  10. 

A Liverpool  letter  of  the  11th  says  “no  material 
change  iias  taken  place  in  cotton,  the  demand  is 
moderate,  but  freely  supplied,  better  qualities  are 
most  difficult  of  sales. 

Lord  John  Russel  had  issued  a circular  requesting 
the  attendance  of  the  members  of  parliament  on  the 
16th  January. 

Intelligence  of  considerable  interest  had  been  re- 
ceived from  India.  On  the  18th  of  September,  the 
Anglo-Indian  troops  set  out  on  their  return  from 
Gletzni.  They  were  about  to  depose  the  chief  of 
the  principality  of  Kelat,  for  alledged  unfriendly 
acts  towards  the  English  interest.  A treaty,  favor- 
able to  England,  had  been  concluded  with  the  prince 
of  Herat,  and  another  with  the  successor  of  Run- 
ject  Singh,  securing  to  them  the  navigation  of  the 
Stuledge. 

A conspiracy  for  the  overthrow  of  the  English 
power  in  India  had  been  discovered  at  Karnaul,  270 
miles  from  Madas.  A strong  detachment  was  dis- 
patched thither  by  the  gov.  general,  and  the  fort  sur- 
rendered without  resistance. 

JAMAICA. 

Incendiarism  in  Jamaica.  By  the  schooner  Arcot, 
which  arrived  here  yesterday  from  Savanah-la-Mar, 
Jamaica,  we  learn  of  a destructive  fire,  done  by 
the  negroes,  and  property  iost  of  upwards  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  pounds,  and  no  insur- 
ance! I 

MEXICO. 

Late  arrivals  at  New  Orleans  fully  confirm  the 
previous  account  of  the  fall  of  Maiamoras.  The 
siege  commenced  on  the  12th  ult.  and  lasted  three 
days,  during  which  there  is  said  to  have  been  great 
slaughter  on  both  sides — sixty  to  ninety  of  the 
Texans,  alone,  being  killed.  After  the  place  had 
surrendered,  the  officers  of  the  centralist  party  were 
permitted  to  depart  for  the  interior  without  moles- 
tation— private  property,  in  all  cases,  being  re- 
spected— when  the  government  troops  and  the  in- 
habitants of  the  town,  proclaimed  in  favor  of  the 
federalists,  greeting  the  raising  in  the  city  of  their 
flag  with  long,  Ibiul  and  deafening  cheers.  Intel- 
ligence was  also  received  of  a bloody  revolution 
having  broken  out  in  the  city  of  Mexico,  in  the 
midst  of  which  Bustamente  was  deposed.  The 
standard  of  federalism  was  being  raised  throughout 
the  states  of  Mexico  wherever  heard  from. 

The  schooner  George  H.  Wetter,  from  Tampico, 
whence  she  sailed  on  the  20th  ult.  brought  no  po- 
litical news  of  importance,  excepting  a report,  cur 


that  3,000  Mexican  government  troops  were  on 
their  march  towards  Matamoras,  to  assist  in  frus- 
trating the  designs  ot  the  federalists  on  that  city; 
but,  from  recent  accounts  from  the  latter  place, 
they  will  be  “a  day  after  the  fair.”  The  Wetter 
brought  $150,935  72  in  specie  to  different  houses 
in  New  Orleans. 

TEXAS. 

We  have  Texas  dates  to  the  31st  ult.  From  the 
various  New  Orleans  papers  before  us  we  make  up 
tile  following  items.  Judge  Waller  has  been  ap- 
pointed postmaster  general,  and  Alden  M.  Jackson, 
collector  of  the  port  of  Galveston.  Congress  was 
still  in  session  at  Austin,  but  was  expected  to  close 
about  the  middle  of  this  month.  A proposition  was 
before  congress  to  adopt  the  common  law  of  Eng- 
land, which  it  is  thought  would  pass.  It  was  pro- 
posed in  congress  to  lay  up  the  navy  in  ordinary, 
witli  the  exception  of  one  brig  and  a schooner,  and 
to  sell  the  steamer  Lavola.  Provisions  were  plenty 
at  Austin,  and  the  general  condition  of  the  country 
was  good. 

Tlie  Colorado  Gazette  deprecated  the  action  of 
the  volunteer  Texans  in  their  descent  upon  Mata- 
moras, and  seems  to  fear  that  it  will  do  an  essential 
disservice  to  the  new  republic.  The  bill,  to  grant 
the  bonds  of  Texas  for  $100  iu  exchange  for  $S0 
in  specie  cash,  and  bearing  an  annual  interest  of  10 
per  cent,  has  passed  the  house  of  representatives  of 
Texas,  and  gen’l  Hamilton  was  only  waiting  for 
the  action  of  the  senate  to  leave  at  once  for  Eu- 
rope. The  sale  of  Galveston  lots  by  the  company, 
has  gone  off  at  immense  prices.  For  lots  43  by  120 
$1,000  to  $1,800  were  freely  paid.  The  San  An- 
tonio schooner  of  war  was  spoken  off  the  mouth  of 
the  Sabine.  Orders  were  waiting  for  her  at  Gal- 
veston, to  repair  at  once  to  the  mouth  of  the  Rio 
Grande,  in  consequence  of  the  fall  of  Matamoras. 


NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 

Appointments  by  the  president,  by  and  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  senate.  Henry  D.  Gilpin,  of 
Pennsylvania,  to  be  attorney  general  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  place  of  Felix  Grundy,  elected  a se- 
nator of  the  United  States  from  Tennessee. 

John  J.  Coleman,  register  of  the  land  office  at 
Huntsville,  Alabama,  from  31st  December,  1839, 
when  his  late  commission  expired. 

John  P.  Helfenstein,  register  of  the  land  office  for 
the  district  of  lands  subject  to  sale  at  Lima,  in  the 
state  of  Ohio,  from  the  20th  of  February,  when  his 
present  commission  will  expire. 

Albert  Badkolet,  register  of  the  land  office  for  the 
district  of  lands  subject  to  sale  at  Vincennes,  in  the 
state  of  Indiana,  from  the  14th  of  January,  1840, 
when  his  present  commission  will  expire. 

John  C.  Pedrick,  to  be  consul  of  the  United  States 
for  the  port  of  Rio  Grande,  in  Brazil. 

Jesse  D.  Bright,  to  be  marshal  of  the  IT.  States 
for  the  districtot  Indiana,  for  the  term  offour  years 
from  the  19th  day  of  January,  1840,  when  the  term 
of  service  of  the  present  marshal  will  expire. 

Samuel  Allinson,  to  be  consul  of  the  U.  States  at 
Lyons,  in  France. 

Charles  S.  McCauley,  to  be  a captain  in  the  navy, 
from  the  9th  December,  1839. 

Harrison  H.  Cocke,  to  be  a commander  in  the 
navy,  from  the  3d  March,  1839. 

Wrn.  J.  McCluney,  John  B.  Montgomery  and 
Horace  B.  Sawyer,  to  be  commanders  in  the  navy, 
from  the  9th  of  December,  1839. 

George  McCreery,  to  be  a lieut.  in  the  navy,  from 
the  3d  March,  1839. 

John  A.  Winslow,  Benj.  Moore  Dove,  James  II. 
Sully,  Bernard  J.  Moeller,  Ferdinand  Piper,  Henry 
Walke,  Thornton  A.  Jenkins  and  Joseph  C.  Walsh, 
lo  be  lients.  in  the  navy,  from  the  9lh  Dec.  1839. 

John  C.  Mercer  and  Samuel  C.  Lawrason.  to  be 
surgeons  in  the  navy,  from  the  9th  December,  1S39. 

Edward  Bissell,  to  be  purser  in  the  navy,  from 
the  30th  December,  1839. 

John  O.  Connor  Barclay,  James  B.  Gould,  Chas. 
H.  Wheelwright,  Richard  W.  Jeffry  and  Thos.  M. 
Porter,  to  be  assistant  surgeons  in  the  navy,  from 
the  17th  of  October,  1S39. 

Wm.  A.  Nelson,  Win.  G.  G.  Willson  and  John 
H.  Wright,  to  be  assistant  surgeons  in  the  navy, 
from  the  9tti  December,  1839. 

United  States  bank  report.  We  publish  this  morn- 
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stockholders  of  the  United  States  bank,  held  yes- 
terday at  the  banking  house.  Our  readers  need 
not  be  told  that  the  three  or  four  months  past  have 
been  marked  by  more  excitement  with  reference  to 
fiscal  matters  and  banking  than  any  other  period  of 
time  within  memory,  and  the  important  part  which 
the  U.  States  bank  has  been  made  to  perform  has 
not  made  that  the  object  of  the  least  consideration. 
The  meeting  of  yesterday  was  consequently  look- 
ed to  with  much  interest,  and  it  affords  us  pleasure 
to  state  that  the  most  perfect  harmony  and  satis- 
faction W'ere  manifested  by  the  numerous  stock- 
holders present.  There  was  not,  during  the  morn- 
ing, heard  a single  complaint  nor  an  angry  query, 
and  we  trust  that  the  report  put  forth  and  received 
with  such  evidences  of  satisfaction,  will  tend  to 
renew  general  confidence,  and  aid  in  restoring  a 
state  of  feeling  necessary  to  the  resuscitation  of 
trade  in  our  city. 

Bank  of  the  United  Stales,  Jan.  6,  1840. 

A general  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  t he 
Bank  of  the  United  States  was  held  this  day  at  ten 
o'clock,  A.  M.  agreeably  to  charter  and  pursuant 
to  public  notice. 

Alexander  Henry,  esq.  was  called  to  the  chair 
and  T.  Learning  Smith  appointed  secretary. 

The  president  presented  a report  from  the  divi- 
dend committee,  which  had  been  made  to  and 
adopted  by  the  board  of  directors,  as  to  the  condi- 
tion of  the  bank,  which  was  read  by  the  secretary. 

Tlie  committee  appointed  on  the  31st  ultimo  to 
enquire  whether  any,  and,  it  any,  what  dividend 
<br  the  last  six  months  should  be  declared  out  of  the 
profits  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales,  report: 
That  from  the  statement  herewith  submitted 
marked  A,  it  will  appear  that  the  amount  of  profits 
arising  from  discounts,  exchange,  interest  and  other 
sources,  during  the  pastsix  months,  is  one  million 
one  hundred  and  twenty-one  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  three  dollars  and  seventy-nine  cents, 

$1,121,903  79 

Deducting  from  this  sum 
tlie  current  expences 
of  the  bank  and  its 
officers  and  agencies, 
tor  the  same  period,  $190,261  89 
And  interest  on  bond  to 
the  United  States,  134,094  76 

324,856  65 

The  nett  profits  will  amount  to  $797,547  14 

To  this  sum  must  be  added  the  ba- 
lance remaining  to  the  credit  of 
profit  and  loss,  as  reported  by  the 
last  dividend  committee,  amount- 
ing to 

And  also  the  following  sum  of  two 
millions  six  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, being  the  balance  of  the  bonus 
for  the  charter  for  the  unexpired 
term  of  twenty-six  years,  hereto- 
fore charged  to  profit  and  loss,  and 
now,  by  order  of  the  board,  restor- 
ed to  that  account,  to  be  rateably 
distributed  throughout  the  remain- 
ing term  of  the  charter, 


3,021,289  32 


2,000,000  00 


Amounting  together  to  $6,418,836  46 

From  which  is  to  deducted  the  sum 
of  one  million  one  hundred  and 
thirty-nine  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  ten  dollars  and  seventy-four 
cents,  being  losses,  and  expenses  of 
interest,  and  exchange,  and  specie 
in  Europe  and  in  the  U.  States,  1,139,910  74 


Which  leaves  the  sum  of  $5,278,925  72 

Five  millions  two  hundred  and  seventy-eight 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  and 
seventy -two  cents  being  the  aggregate  of  nett  pro- 
fits. 

The  committee  further  report,  that  the  statement 
herewith  submitted  marked  B,  exhibits  the  last 
returns  of  suspended  debt  and  real  estate,  with  an 
estimate  of  the  probable  loss,  and  an  account  of  the 
interest  due  on  the  same. 

The  statement  C presents  a comparative  view  of 
these  several  subjects,  and  the  statement  marked 
D presents  the  state  of  tlie  contingent  fund  to  meet 
the  losses  of  the  bank. 
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From  these  several  statements  it  will 
appear  that  the  amount  of  the  con- 
tingent fund  to  meet  losses  is  six 
millions  of  dollars,  $6,000,000  00 

To  which  may  be  added  the  interest 
on  that  part  of  the  suspended  debt 
estimated  good,  amounting  to  six 
hundred  and  twenty-eight  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  thirty-five  dol- 
lars and  seventy-eight  cents  628,735  78 


$6,628,735  78 

The  estimated  probable  loss  on  sus- 
pended debt  and  real  estate  is  6,392,651  22 

Leaving  $236,084  56 

Two  hundred  and  thirty-six  thousand  and  eighty  - 
four  dollars  and  fitty-six  cents  more  than  the  esti- 
mated probable  loss. 

The  attention  of  the  committee  has 
been  called  to  the  great  reduction  in 
the  liabilities  of  the  bank  in  the 
item  of  post  notes,  which  on  the 
30th  of  October  last  amounted  to  $9,205,884  00 
Whilst  at  the  present  time  the  amount 
outstanding  is  less  than  5,000,000  00 

From  the  foregoing  statements  exhi- 
biting a surplus  of  $5,278,925  72 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  a dividend 
could  now  be  declared  by  the  bank,  and  strong  in- 
ducements to  suggest  that  course  would  press 
themselves  on  the  committee,  if  they  considered 
only  their  wishes  to  meet  the  very  natural  expecta- 
tions of  the  stockholders  of  the  institution,  who 
have  looked  w’ith  great  confidence  to  a regular  dis- 
tribution of  the  profits  at  the  accustomed  periods. 
J3ut,  upon  mature  consideration  of  the  subject, 
they  are  induced  to  believe  that  the  permanent  in- 
terests of  the  institution  and  ultimate  benefits  of 
the  stockholders  themselves  will  be  promoted  by 
withholding  a dividend  for  the  present.  The  ac- 
tual condition  of  the  banks  of  this  state,  and  re- 
spect for  the  legislature,  now  on  the  eve  of  assem- 
bling, furnish  additional  motives  to  this  course,  and 
admonish  the  board  to  direct  all  its  means,  and  its 
most  strenuous  efforts,  to  replace  the  bank  in  a 
position  of  increased  strength  at  the  earliest  pos- 
sible period. 

The  committee,  therefore,  offer  the  following  re- 
solution: 

Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient,  at  this  time,  to 
declare  a dividend  out  of  the  profits  of  this  bank. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

M.  NEWKIRK, 

Chairman  of  the  dividend  committee. 
On  motion,  the  said  report  was  approved,  and 
the  meeting  adjourned. 

NAVY. 

The  following  statement  of  ships  in  commission, 
and  the  stations  on  which  I hey  are  cruising  is  among 
the  documents  accompanying  the  report  of  the 
secretary  of  the  navy. 

Mediterranean.—  Commodore  Isaac  Hull,  com- 
mander.— Ship  of  the  line  Ohio,  flag  ship,  captain 
Joseph  Smith;  frigate  Brandywine,  captain  Wm.  C. 
Bolton;  sloop  Cyane,  commander  W.  K.  Lattimer. 

Pacific — Commodore  Alexander  Claxton,  com- 
mander.— Frigate  Constitution,  flag  ship,  captain 
Daniel  Turner;  sloops  Lexington,  captain  John  H. 
Clack;  Falmouth,  captain  Isaac  McKeever;  St. 
Louis,  commander  French  Forrest;  schr.  Boxer, 
lieutenant  commanding  W.  C.  Nicholson;  Shark, 
lieutenant  commanding  A.  Bigelow. 

Coast  of  Brazil — Commodore  J.  B.  Nicholson, 
commander. — Razee  Independence,  flag  ship,  com- 
modore J.  B.  Nicholson;  sloop  Fairfield,  comman- 
der Charles  Boarman. 

West  Indies — Commodore  W.  B.  Shubrick,  com- 
mander.— Frigate  Macedonian,  captain  Beverly 
Kennon;  sloops  Ontario,  commander  J.  D.  William- 
son; Erie,  commander  Wm.  N.  Tayloi;  Levant, 
Joseph  Smoot;  Warren,  commander  Wm.  A.  Spen- 
cer. 

East  Indies — Commodore  G.  C.  Read,  com- 
mander.— Frigate  Columbia,  commodore  G.  C. 
Read;  corvette  John  Adams,  commander  Thomas 
W.  Wayman. 

Exploring  expedition — Lieutenant  commanding 
Charles  \\  ilkes.— Sloops  Vincennes,  lieutenant 
commanding  C.  Wilkes;  Peacock,  lieut.  command- 
ing W.  S.  Hudson;  store  ship  Relief,  lieut.  com’g 
A.  K.  Long;  brig  Porpoise,  lieut.  com’g  C.  Ring- 
gold. 

Special  service — Schooner  Grampus,  lieut.  com’g 
John  S.  Paine. 

Atluniic  coast — Steam  ship  Fulton,  captain  M. 
C.  Perry. 


STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 

MAINE. 

Governor  Fairfield  has  transmitted  his  annual 
message  to  the  legislature.  On  the  subject  of  the 
controversy  with  Georgia,  he  is  very  calm.  He 
thinks  the  feeling  in  Maine  to  interfere  with  the 
state  rights  of  Georgia,  as  to  slave  property,  is  sub- 
siding, and  believes  the  only  point  in  dispute  is 
whether  the  two  white  men  claimed  by  Georgia, 
were,  in  fact,  fugitives  from  justice.  “The  go- 
vernor lias  had  a correspondence  with  the  lieute- 
nant governor  of  New  Brunswick,  respecting  the 
armed  occupation,  by  two  British  companies,  of 
Temiscouata  lake,  in  the  disputed  territory,  and 
having  ascertained  such  to  be  the  fact,  he  calls 
upon  the  president  of  the  United  States  for  that 
protection  from  invasion  guarantied  by  the  consti- 
tution. Sir  John  Harvey  seems  to  admit  such  an 
occupation  to  be  in  contravention  of  the  agree- 
ment between  him  and  general  Scott,  but  excuses 
himself  upon  the  ground  that  it  has  taken  place 
under  the  authorities  of  Lower  Canada.” 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

The  absentees.  The  Atlas  of  the  4th  says: 
eighteen  members  appeared  in  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives yesterday  to  be  sworn,  12  of  whom  are 
whigs  and  6 are  Van  Buren. 

Since  the  vote  for  speaker,  therefore,  25  mem- 
bers have  appeared,  15  of  whom  are.  whigs  of  the 
most  unflinching  and  uncompromising  stamp,  and 
10  are  Van  Buren.  Tiie  vote  for  speaker  showed 
251  whigs,  221  Van  Buren.  Adding  the  25  absen- 
tees' who  have  since  come  in,  as  divided  above,  it 
makes  266  whigs,  231  Van  Buren.  Total  497. 

A majority  of  the  committee  of  the  legislature, 
have  reported  that  Marcus  Morton  has  a majorily  of 
one  vote  for  governor.  The  vote  stands  as  follows: 
whole  number  102,066;  necessary  for  a choice 
51,034;  Marcus  Morton  51,034;  Edward  Everett 
50,725;  scattering  307.  The  entire  committee  did 
not  agree  on  the  report,  and  a minority  report  was 
made.  The  question  is  yet  to  be  decided  by  the 
legislature. 

NEW  YORK. 

New  York  legislature.  On  Wednesday  the  three 
senators  elected  from  the  third  district  drew  lots 
for  their  respective  terms  of  service,  which  result- 
ed as  follows:  Mr.  Sandford  is  senator  for  one  year, 
Mr.  Humphrey  (or  two  years  and  gen.  Root  for 
four  years.  The  three  year  term  is  heid  by  Mr. 
Paige,  a Van  Buren  man,  who  was  elected  a year 
ago.  Gen.  Root  offered  a resolution  for  a call  of  a 
convention  to  amend  the  constitution  of  the  U. 
States,  limiting  the  election  of  a president  to  one 
term — prohibiting  the  appointment  of  members  of 
congress  to  office — also  prohibiting  the  removal 
from  office  by  the  president  without  the  consentof 
the  senate,  and  appointing  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  by  congress.  Mr.  Furman  introduced  a 
bill  providing  for  the  election  of  a senatorfin  con- 
gress the  day  after  the  passage  of  the  bill — it  was 
read  once.  In  the  house,  Mr.  Porter  introduced 
his  bill  (or  the  election  of  state  printer  for  four 
years,  and  Mr.  Thurlow  Weed  was  named  in  the 
bill  by  a majority  of  ten  votes.  The  bill  was  still 
under  discussion  when  the  house  adjourned. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Harrisburg,  Jan.  7,  1840. 

The  bouse  met  this  morning  at  halt  past  11 
o’clock,  and  the  secretary  of  the  commonwealth 
read  the  returns  of  election  wilhout  interruption, 
as  the  administration  had  a decided  majority  with- 
out contesting  anv  of  the  seats  of  whig  members. 
Upon  the  calling  of  the  roll,  79  gentlemen  answer- 
ed to  their  names.  The  house  then  went  into  an 
election  for  speaker,  and  Mr.  Hopkins  (the  late 
speaker)  was  elected  on  the  first  ballot,  having  re- 
ceived 59  votes. 

The  senate  met  at  three  o’clock  in  the  afternoon, 
and  after  being  organized  proceeded  to  an  election 
for  speaker.  Mr.  Rogers,  of  Bucks  county,  re- 
ceived 16  votes;  Mr.  Penrose  9;  and  2 scattering 
votes.  Mr.  Rogers  was  declared  to  be  duly  elected. 

It  is  understood  that  all  the  old  officers  of  the 
house  will  be  re-elected.  Mr.  Buehler  is  expected 
to  be  elected  clerk  of  the  senate.  The  contest  for 
the  printing  will  be  unusually  ardent,  as  five  ad- 
ministration papers  are  looking  for  the  “spoils.” 
[Phil.  Nat.  Gaz. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

The  results  of  the  late  session  are  thus  grouped 
together  in  the  Charleston  Mercury: 

They  have  rejected  resolutions  requiring  the 
bank  of  the  state  to  abstain  from  speculation  in 
stock  and  to  withdraw  her  ciiculation  of  small  bills; 
they  have  granted  an  extension  of  time  for  enlarg- 
ing the  capital  of  the  Bank  of  Charleston,  because, 
if  required  now,  the  stockholders  might  find  it  ne- 
cessary to  let  the  unselect  public  into  a share  of 
the  speculation;  they  have  re-chartered  the  rail 
road  bank,  independent  of  all  obligation  to  assist 


in  extricating  the  rail  road  company,  thus  sanc- 
tioning that  monster;  (a  corporation  which  may  be 
legally  bankrupt  on  one  side,  and  blooming  in  iresfi 
youth  on  the  other)  they  have  voted  to  run  the 
state  $600,000  further  in  debt  lo  perfect  their  lien 
on  a road  that  thus  far  has  little  more  than  paid  the 
expense  of  keeping  it  in  operation;  they  have  re- 
jected a bill  imposing  penalties  on  the  banks  for 
suspending  cash  payment,  and  compelling  them  to 
resume  within  a reasonable  time. 

The  new  tax  bill.  We  are  requested  to  call  at- 
tention to  the  notice  of  the  tax  collector  of  this  dis- 
trict, which  will  be  found  in  our  paper  to-day. — 
Two  new  provisions  in  the  tax  bill  of  this  year  are 
important.  The  first  is,  that  all  the  real  estate  out 
of  the  parishes  of  St.  Philip  and  St.  Michael,  is  to  be 
returned  on  oath  of  the  proprietor  at  its  actual  value. 
The  other  is  embraced  in  the  provision  of  the  act 
which  imposes  a tax  of  one-eight  of  one  per  cent, 
upon  all  purchases  and  sales  of  bullion,  specie, 
bank  notes,  bills  of  exchange  and  stocks,  which 
may  be  made  by  any  brokers  or  agents  in  this  state, 
for,  or  on  account  of  any  bank  company  or  indi- 
vidual, without  the  state;  and  also  upon  all  such 
purchases  and  sales  as  may  be  made  by  any  such 
broker  or  agent,  upon  his  own  account,  or  for  ac- 
count of  others  engaged  in  the  same  pursuit.” 

There  has  been  some  discussion  and  not  a little 
astonishment  at  the  imposition  of  such  a tax.  We 
understand  that  the  Charleston  delegation  one  and 
all  have  returned  an  “ ignoramus ” to  all  questions 
about  this  remarkable  novelty — even  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  who  reported  the  bill,  washes  his 
hands  of  all  participation.  [ Charleston  Mercury. 

GEORGIA.  _____ 

The  Argus  of  Saturday  morning,  says — 

The  bill  of  the  session  appears  to  have  been  that 
for  extending  the  privileges  and  capital  of  the  bank 
at  Milledgeville,  and  changing  its  name  to  that  of 
the  Central  bank  of  Georgia.  "The  leading  features 
of  this  bill,  which  is  before  us  at  length  in  the  Au- 
gusta Sentinel,  are  these:  The  new  bank  is  autho- 

rised to  issue  double  the  amount  of  its  capital,  while 
the  clause  in  the  old  charter,  restricting  the  circu- 
lation to  the  amount  of  specie  on  hand  and  bills  of 
other  banks,  as  well  as  that  which  limits  the  in- 
debtedness to  the  amount  of  capital,  or  to  any 
amount,  are  repealed;  so  that  tile  new  money  lender 
may  borrow  all  it  can  get  credit  for.  The  new  bank 
is  expressly  authorised  to  refuse  specie  on  its  promises 
to  pay  cash  on  demand,  if  the  holder  be  the  agent  of 
a bank  which  does  not  pay  specie.  It  is  directed  to 
sell  at  par,  (as  soon  as  that  can  be  got  for  it)  the 
stock  owned  by  (he  state  (except  that  pledged  to  the 
university)  in  the  Bank  of  Augusta,  the  Planters’ 
bank  of  the  state  of  Georgia,  and  'the  Darien  bank 
— the  avails  to  become  part  of  the  capital  ot  the 
new  bank. 

Of  the  48  senators  who  voted  for  this  “bill  of 
abominations”  all  but  four  were  friends  of  the  fede- 
ral administration. 

Droll  legislation  in  Georgia.  A bill  passed  the 
senate  on  the  12th  inst.  yeas  45,  nays  39,  which 
vests  with  the  superior  or  inferior  courts  of  the 
state,  under  certain  conditions  and  restrictions,  the 
power  to  incorporate  churches,  hotels,  volunteer  and 
manufacturing  companies,  change  the  names  of  in- 
dividuals, &c. 

The  Central  bank  bill  has  been  passed;  which 
authorises  the  bank  to  issue  bills  to  double  the 
amount  of  its  capital. 

First  effect  of  the  law.  We  understand  in  con- 
sequence of  the  bank  paying  out  to  the  members, 
under  the  law,  about  one  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
the  Central  bank  has  for  the  first  time  suspended 
specie  payment;  and  that  too  under  the  coercion  ot 
a hard  money  party  legislature. 

The  legislature  on  Saturday  last  passed  a bill  of 
rather  an  extraordinary  character.  By  the  bill,  the 
banks,  in  their  semi-annual  reports,  are  to  set  forth 
the  amount  due  by  the  directors  and  stockholders, 
and  when  the  amount  of  any  such  exceeds  ten  thou- 
sand dollars,  their  names  and  the  amount  are  to  be 
published.  [Milledgeville  Recorder. 

The  presidency , §c.  At  a meeting,  in  Milledge- 
ville, of  the  members  of  the  Georgia  legislature  of 
the  state  rights  whig  party,  the  following  resolu- 
tions were  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  state  rights  party  of  the  seve- 
ral counties  in  this  state,  be  requested  to  send  trom 
each  county  as  many  delegates  as  such  count}7  is 
entitled  to  members  in  both  branches  of  the  general 
assembly,  to  a convention,  to  be  held  in  Milledge- 
ville on  the  first  Monday  in  June  next,  to  nominate 
candidates  for  congress;  candidates  for  president 
and  vice-president  of  the  United  Stales,  and  an 
electoral  college  to  vote  for  the  latter. 

Resolved  unanimously,  as  Hie  deliberate  opinion 
of  this  meeting,  That  neither  William  Henry  Har- 
rison nor  Martin  Van  Buren,  is  entitled  to  the  votes 
of  the  state  rights  party  in  Georgia. 
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ALABAMA. 

The  message  of  the  governor  to  the  Alabama  le- 
gislature at  its  opening  is  spoken  of  favorably  by 
the  southern  press.  It  discusses  but  few  subjects 
of  general  interest. 

In  relation  to  the  banks  of  that  state,  there  are 
some  singular  disclosures  in  the  message.  The 
state  bank  and  branches  are  owned  by  the  state, 
and  the  faith  of  the  state  is  pledged  for  the  redemp- 
tion of  their  bills.  State  credit  is  not  an  etfectual 
guarantee  in  aid  of  bank  credit  always,  judging  by 
this  example,  as  this  pledge  has  not  been  able  to 
keep  Alabama  bills  at  any  thing  like  par,  out  of 
the  limits  of  the  state.  The  banks,  it  seems,  have 
ten  millions  of  capital,  and  have  afforded  the  peo- 
ple only  a circulation  of  three  millions.  The  go- 
vernor shows  the  great  evil  of  government  or  legis- 
lature directorship.  He  gives  as  an  example  the 
fact,  that  two  sets  of  directors , elected  of  course  by 
the  legislature,  and  the  members  of  the  legislature  of, 
two  successive  years,  obtained  accommodations  to 
a larger  amount,  and  will  probably  be  the  cause  of 
greater  loss  to  the  banks  than  the  whole  community 
besides.  This  looks  bad  enough,  and  tells  a poor 
tale  for  state  management  in  bank  affairs. 

A Tuscaloosa  paper  says  that  a bill  has  been  in- 
troduced into  the  senate  of  Alabama,  to  impose  a 
fine  upon  all  bachelors  in  that  state.  Single  gen- 
tlemen of  25  are  to  pay  $5,  and  $5  for  each  and 
every  year  over  that  age. 

OHIO. 

Ohio  legislature.  The  committee  on  the  banks 
and  currency  in  the  Ohio  house  of  delegates  have 
reported  bills  to  repeal  the  charters  of  the  Ohio 
Life  Insurance  and  Trust  company,  and  the  Bank 
of  Chillicothe.  The  bills  were  read  a first  time  and 
ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table.  The  committee 
state  that  these  institutions  have  forfeited  their 
charters  by  the  issuing  of  post  notes. 

ILLINOIS. 

We  understand  that  a resolution  before  the  di- 
rectory of  the  State  bank  yesterday,  to  resume 
specie  payments  to-day,  was  lost  by  a large  ma- 
jority. The  60  days  during  which  by  the  charter, 
the  bank  may  suspend  specie  payments,  expire  to- 
day. The  bank  having  declined  to  resume,  and 
the  legislature  having  refused  to  legalize  the  sus- 
pension, the  charter  of  the  bank  is  therefore  forfeit- 
ed. Whether  the  legislature  will  restore  it,  or  not, 
by  the  bank's  submitting  to  certain  measures  of 
reform  in  her  charter,  remains  to  be  seen.  It  is 
impossible  for  us  at  present  to  say  what  will  be  the 
result.  We  understand  that  the  directory  of  the 
bank  have  passed  a resolution  discharging  the  clerks 
and  some  other  officers  of  the  bank,  after  a certain 
day,  which  we  understand  to  be  a preliminary 
measure  to  the  closing  of  the  concerns  of  the  bank. 

[III.  State  Journal  of  1'Slh  ult. 

MESSAGE  OF  THE  GOVERNOR  OF  THE 
STATE  OF  NEW  YORK. 

Yellow  citizens  of  the  senate  and  assembly: 

The  experience  of  the  past  year  teaches  us  that 
the  most  perfect  form  of  government  and  the  most 
favored  condition  of  society  cannot  exempt  us  from 
the  vicissitudes  of  life.  We  have,  nevertheless, 
great  cause  of  thankfulness  to  the  Universal  Fa- 
ther. The  seasons  have  been  propitious;  we  have 
been  free  from  the  ravages  of  pestilence  and  the  cala- 
mities of  war;  the  earth  has  yielded  abundant  fruits, 
and  notwithstanding  the  embarrassments  which 
have  been  felt  by  every  class  of  society,  the  com- 
forts of  life  were  never  more  equally  or  more  pro- 
fusely distributed.  Industry  has  not  been  diverted 
from  its  pursuits,  and  mutual  confidence,  although 
temporarily  shaken,  has  still  a firm  support  in  the 
prevalence  of  morality  and  the  supremacy  of  the 
laws.  The  credit  of  the  state  remains  unimpaired, 
and  its  currency  has  in  a great  degree  escaped  the 
evils  which  have  elsewhere  proved  disastrous. — 
Peaceful  relations  have  been  maintained  with  fo- 
reign countries,  and  the  harmony  of  the  stales 
has  not  been  disturbed.  The  great  safeguards  of 
our  liberty  remain;  all  the  elements  of  our  nation- 
al prosperity  have  been  preserved;  and  we  are 
permitted  to  rejoice  with  increased  confidence  in 
the  durability  of  the  union  and  the  perpetuity  of 
public  institutions. 

The  officer  having  charge  oT  the  fiscal  depart- 
ment will  lay  before  you  full  information  concern- 
ing the  condition  of  the  treasury.  The  revenues  of 
the  state  have  increased  during  the  fiscal  year. — 
The  auction  duties  have  amounted  to  $225,401  84, 
being  an  increase  over  those  of  the  preceding  year 
of  $83,299  49.  The  amount  received  for  salt  du- 
ties has  been  $189,363  12,  being  an  excess  over 
those  of  the  previous  year  of  $80,333  57. 

I respectfully  refer  you  to  the  report  which  will 
be  submitted  by  the  commissioners  of  the  canal 
fund,  for  detailed  information  concerning  that  fund 
and  the  operations  of  the  commissioners.  The 


amount  of  tolls,  including  rents  of  surplus  water 
and  sales  of  lands,  on  all  the  canals  during  the  last 
fiscal  year  was  $1,656,902  11,  being  an  increase 
over  the  receipts  of  the  previous  year  of  $165,202 
15.  The  whole  amount  of  charges  upon  tiie  canals 
excepting  interests  on  loans,  was  $599,099  37, 
which  deducted  from  the  receipts  leaves  the  nett 
proceeds  from  tolls  $4,057,802  74.  The  amount 
of  charges  has  been  increased  $139,111  78,  during 
the  past  year  by  payments,  in  pursuance  of  legisla- 
tive direction,  for  the  Glenn’s  falls  feeder,  for  the 
improvement  of  the  Tonawanda  and  Ellicot  creeks, 
and  for  the  Black  River  canal,  and  Erie  canal  feeder 
and  by  payments  under  special  acts  for  previous 
liabilities,  leaving  the  ordinary  charges  at  $459, 9S7 
59.  The  charges  of  the  preceding  year,  after  de- 
ducting the  extaordinary  payment  for  the  Glenn’s 
falls  feeder,  were  $562,315  32,  showing  a diminu- 
tion in  the  ordinary  charges  during  the  last  fiscal 
year  of  $102,327  73. 

The  productive  capital  of  the  common  school 
fund  at  the  close  of  the  last  fiscal  year  was  $1,932,431 
99,  to  which  has  since  been  added  the  sum  of 
$45,647  64,  making  an  aggregate  of  $1,978,067  63. 
The  revenue  during  the  year,  including  $165,000 
appropriated  from  the  income  of  the  U.  S.  deposite 
fund,  to  the  support  of  common  schools,  was 
$282,472  27.  The  amount  paid  out  of  the  treasury 
was  $275,000. 

The  capital  of  the  literature  fund  is  $268,164  38. 
The  revenue  during  the  year,  including  $28,000 
appropriated  from  the  income  of  the  U.  S deposite 
fund,  was  48,409  07.  The  amount  paid  from  this 
revenue  was  $47,978  46. 

The  bank  fund  has  a capital  of  $818,850  50.  Its 
revenue  during  the  year  was  $36,638  20.  There 
has  been  paid  during  the  same  period  to  contribut- 
ing banks,  on  account  of  dividends,  $29.6S2  51. 

The  improvement  which  has  taken  place  in  all 
the  revenues  of  the  state,  while  it  must  be  highly 
gratifying  to  our  fellow  citizens,  will,  I hope,  only 
conduce  to  greater  economy  in  the  management  of 
public  affairs. 

The  fourth  instalment  of  the  U.  S.  surplus  reve- 
nue, which  was  directed  to  be  distributed  among 
the  states  by  an  act  of  congress,  is  still  withheld.— 
The  portion  of  that  instalment  due  to  this  state  is 
$1,338,178  57.  Relying  upon  prompt  payment 
of  that  instalment,  the  state  has  loaned  an  equiva- 
lent surn  to  her  citizens.  I cannot  doubt  that  you 
will  insist  upon  (he  fulfilment  of  the  pledge  of  the 
federal  government,  and  will,  at  the  same  time,  pro- 
test against  the  withdrawal  of  the  instalments  al- 
ready received. 

Two  hundred  and  nine  convicts  were  received, 
within  the  year,  into  the  state  prison  at  Mount 
Pleasant.  The  whole  number  of  convicts  in  that 
prison  is  eight  hundred  and  five.  The  amount  re- 
ceived for  labor  during  the  past  year  including,  the 
value  of  marble  furnished  for  the  construction  of 
the  new  state  hall,  was  $73,203  34.  The  expendi- 
tures, including  moneys  paid  for  the  completion  of 
the  prison  for  female  convicts,  and  the  expense  of 
transportation  of  convicts,  were  $73,44.9  81. 

The  number  of  convicts  in  the  state  prison  at 
Auburn  is  six  hundred  and  sixty-five.  The  number 
received  during  the  year  was  two  hundred  arid  twen- 
ty-eight. The  earnings  of  the  prison,  during  the  year, 
were  $60,161  46,  and  the  expenditures  $51,671  21. 

The  high  reputation  which  this  state  had  acquir- 
ed from  the  improvement  of  its  criminal  code,  and 
from  its  system  of  penitentiary  discipline,  has  re- 
cently become  impaired  by  very  general  complaints 
of  inhumanitv  in  the  management  of  our  prisons. — 
While  the  punishment  of  offenders  should  always 
be  enforced  with  firmness,  the  spirit  of  the  age 
manifestly  requires  that  discipline  should  be  tem- 
pered with  kindness;  and  that  moral  influence, 
rather  than  severe  corporeal  punishment,  should  be 
employed  to  secure  the  submission,  and  promote 
the  reformation  of  the  convict.  I trust  that  you 
will  bestow  early  attention  upon  the  defects  of  the 
present  system,  and  I respectfully  suggest  that  pro- 
vision be  made  by  law  for  the  instruction  of  con- 
victs, and  for  supplying  them  with  such  books  as 
shall  conduce  to  their  reformation. 

I also  invite  your  attention  to  the  condition  of 
our  county  jails.  The  baleful  influence  of  vicious 
association  is  too  often  promoted  by  the  defects  in 
their  construction,  and  the  experience  they  furnish 
is  calculated  to  destroy  whatever  remains  of  gener- 
ous spirit  or  virtuous  motive'.  Their  defects  de- 
mand correction,  not  less  upon  the  ground  of  econo- 
my than  from  considerations  of  humanity,  and  if 
we  would  not  fall  into  a common  error,  we  should 
seek  to  reclaim  less  hardened  offenders  by  cultivat- 
ing their  moral  feelings  while  wo  are  dispensing  the 
punishment  awarded  to  their  crimes. 

You  will  learn  from  the  report  of  the  managers 
of  the  house  of  refuge,  that  the  responsibilities  of 
that  institution  have  been  discharged  with  effiency 


and  with  the  most  salutary  results.  The  establish- 
ment of  a similar  institution  in  the  western  part  of 
the  state  is  desired  by  a very  large  number  of  our 
fellow  citizens.  The  proposition  derives  weight 
from  the  consideration  of  the  expense  of  transport- 
ing offenders  from  distant  counties,  and  the  cost  of 
maintaining  them  in  a populous  city,  and  will  doubt- 
less receive  at  your  hands  the  discriminating  favor 
to  which  it  is  justly  entitled. 

The  institution  for  the  instruction  of  the  blind 
continues  to  discharge  its  responsibilities  with  good 
success.  It  has  sixty-six  pupils,  of  whom  fifty-nine 
are  state  pupils,  and  there  are  sixty-nine  vacancies 
to  be  filled  from  the  different  counties,  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  law  passed  at  the  last  session.  The  in- 
stitution for  the  deal  and  dumb  administers  its  ines- 
timable benefits  to  one  hundred  and  seventy  pupils, 
maintains  its  high  reputation,  and  enjoys  the  un- 
measured confidence  and  kindness  of  the  communi- 
ty among  whom  it  is  located.  One  hundred  and 
twenty  of  these  pupils,  being  the  full  number  al- 
lowed by  law,  are  supported  at  the  expense  of  the 
state. 

I transmit,  a report  of  the  commissioners  appoint- 
ed to  superintend  the  erection  6f  the  lunatic  asylum, 
from  which  you  will  learn  that  they  are  prosecuting 
their  important  duties  with  efficiency. 

Our  scientific  institutions  continue  to  maintain 
their  high  reputation.  Twenty-five  students  were 
graduated  at  Columbia  college  within  the  year,  and 
that  institution  has  now  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
eight  members.  The  number  of  graduates  at  the 
university  of  the  city  of  New  York  was  twenty- 
eight,  and  its  present  number  of  under-graduates  is 
eighty.  The  grammar  school  connected  with  that 
institution  contains  two  hundred  and  sixty  pupils. 
One  hundred  and  six  students  received  their  first 
degree  at  Union  college,  and  it  has  now  two  hun- 
dred and  seventy-eight  members.  There  are  nine- 
ty-two students  at  Hamilton  college,  arid  seventeen 
were  graduated  within  the  year.  Geneva  college 
has  thirty-three  students. 

The  state  is  a creditor  of  the  university  of  the 
city  of  New  York  for  materials  furnished  by  the 
state  prison  at  Mount  Pleasant  and  used  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  collegiate  buildings.  The  trustees 
of  that  institution  will  apply  for  a relinquishment 
of  the  debt.  I have  great  pleasure  in  transmitting 
to  you  a document  containing  a view  of  the  rise, 
progress  and  present  condition  of  the  university. — 
Tire  liberal  principles  upon  which  it  was  establish- 
ed, the  munificent  endowments  of  its  founders  and 
patrons,  and  the  perseverance  with  which  it  has 
surmounted  many  and  great  embarrassments,  as 
well  as  the  promise  of  its  usefulness,  guaranteed  by 
new  and  auspicious  councils,  commend  the  appeal 
of  the  trustees  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  the 
legislature. 

You  will  learn  with  great  satisfaction  that  the 
law  providing  for  the  establishment  of  libraries  in 
the  school  districts  has  been  carried  into  successful 
operation  in  most  parts  of  the  state,  and  that  mea- 
sures have  been  adopted,  in  pursuance  of  an  act 
past  at  the  last  session  to  secure  an  efficient  visita- 
tion of  the  common  schools. 

Although  our  system  of  public  education  is  well 
endowed,  and  has  been  eminently  successful,  there 
is  yet  occasion  for  the  benevolent  and  enlightened 
action  of  the  legislature.  The  advantages  of  edu- 
cation ought  to  be  secured  to  many,  especially  in 
our  large  cities,  whom  orphanage,  the  depravity  of 
parents,  or  some  form  of  accident  or  misfortune 
seems  to  have  doomed  to  hopeless  poverty  and  ig- 
norance. Their  intellects  are  as  susceptible  of  ex- 
pansion, of  improvement,  of  refinement,  of  elevation 
and  of  direction,  as  those  mind3  which  through  ihe 
favor  of  Providence  are  permitted  to  develop  them- 
selves under  the  influence  of  better  fortunes;  they 
inherit  the  common  lot  to  struggle  against  tempta- 
tions, necessities  and  vices;  they  are  to  assume  the 
same  domestic,  social  and  political  relations;  arid 
they  are  born  to  the  same  ultimate  destiny. 

The  children  of  foreigners,  found  in  great  num- 
bers in  our  populous  cities  and  towns  and  in  the  vi- 
cinity of' our  public  works,  are  too  often  deprived 
of  the  advantages  of  our  system  of  public  education, 
inconsequence  of  the  prejudices  arising  from  differ- 
ence oflanguage  or  religion.  It  ought  neverto  be  for- 
gotten that  the  public  welfare  is  as  deeply  concern- 
ed in  their  education  as  in  that  of  our  own  children, 
f do  not  hesitate,  therefore,  to  recommend  the  es- 
tablishment of  schools  in  which  they  may  be  in- 
structed by  teachers  speaking  in  the  same  language 
with  themselves,  and  professing  the  same  faith.— 
There  would  be  no  inequality  in  such  a measure, 
since  it  happens  from  the  force  of  circumstances,  if 
not  from  choice,  that  the  responsibilities  of  educa- 
tion are  in  most  instances  confided  by  us  to  native 
citizens,  and  occasions  seldom  offer  for  a trial  of 
our  magnanimity  by  committing  that  trust  to  per- 
sons differing  from  ourselves  in  language  or  reli - 
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gion.  Since  vve  have  opened  our  country  in  all  its 
fullness  to  the  oppressed  of  every  nation,  we  should 
evince  wisdom  equal  to  such  generosity  by  qualify- 
ing their  children  for  the  high  responsibilities  of 
citizenship. 

The  time  assigned  for  the  completion  of  the  geo- 
logical survey  of  the  state  is  about  to  expire.  High 
expectations  of  its  usefulness  have  been  raised  by 
the  partial  reports  which  have  from  time  to  time 
been  submitted  to  the  legislature,  and  provision 
should  be  made  for  the  preservation  of  the  invalua- 
ble scientific  treasures  which  have  been  collected. 
Extensive  as  the  collection  is,  it  will  probably  be 
continually  increased  by  new  contributions.  The 
place  assigned  for  its  accommodation  should,  there- 
fore, be  spacious  and  accessible.  The  encourage- 
ment of  agriculture,  by  the  more  general  dissemina- 
tion of  the  iciences  which  it  employs,  has  been  the 
subject  of  frequent  recommendations  from  this  de- 
partment, and  of  much  discussion  in  the  legislature. 
The  geological  survey  may  be  regarded  as  laying 
the  foundation  of  institutions  for  popular  instruction 
in  these  sciences,  and  I confidently  anticipate  that 
it  will  not  oidy  develop  the  mineral  resources  of 
the  state,  but  will  secure  to  agriculture  its  rightful 
consideration  and  influence. 

The  whole  number  of  the  militia  of  the  state  is 
ISO,  103,  of  which  7,427  are  cavalry  and  horse-artil- 
lery, 9,256  are  artillery,  160,420  are  infantry,  in- 
cluding light-infantry  and  riflemen,  and  3,000  are 
cavalry  and  artillery  attached  to  brigades  of  infan- 
try. It  is  manifest  that  the  militia  system  has  lost 
some  of  the  popular  respect  with  which  it  was  once 
regarded,  and  has  received  little  of  that  legislative 
care  which  is  necessary  to  preserve  the  usefulness 
and  efficiency  of  all  our  institutions.  This  cannot 
be  prudent,  unless  it  is  wise  to  forget  in  peace  the 
probability  of  war,  and  in  undisturbed  tranquillity 
the  danger  of  civil  commotion.  I trust,  therefore, 
that  you  will  take  measures  to  bring  thesubject  be- 
fore congress,  in  ol  der  to  accomplish  the  necessary 
reform.  It  is  possible  that  some  of  the  defects  of 
the  system  may  be  reached  by  our  own  legislation. 
At  present  the  rich  and  the  fortunate  evade,  in  a 
great  degree,  the  performance  of  military  duty, 
while  its  expenses  and  sacrifices  fall  without  abate- 
ment upon  those  members  of  society  who  are  least 
able  to  bear  them.  If  it  be  necessary  to  preserve 
Ihe  organization  of  so  many  of  our  citizens  as  are 
now  enrolled,  which  is  at  least  doubtful,  it  is,  at  all 
events,  just  and  consonant  with  the  spirit  of  our  in- 
stitutions, that  the  taxes  and  burdens  of  the  militia 
service  should  be  equalized. 

The  laws  by  whichjudges  of  the  county  courts 
are  authorised  to  interfere  with  the  boards  of  su- 
pervisors in  the  appointment  of  commissioners  of 
deeds,  county  treasurers,  and  county  superinten- 
dents of  the  poor,  manifest  an  unjust  and  unwise 
distrust  of  the  intelligence  and  virtue  of  the  people, 
and  a want  ofdue  regard  to  the  sacredness  of  the 
judicial  office.  The  democratic  principles  of  the 
constitution  demand  the  repeal  of  those  laws.  I 
also  respecfully  recommend  that  provision  be  made 
for  the  election  of  commissioners  of  deeds  by  the 
people. 

The  imprisonment  of  non-resident  debtors  against 
whom  no  fraudulent  practice  or  intent  is  alleged, 
operates  injuriously  to  the  interests  of  trade,  and  can 
be  defended  upon  no  ground  which  was  not  aban- 
doned when  the  great  principle  was  established  in 
this  state  that  the  personal  liberty  of  the  honest  but 
unfortunate  debtor  out  not  to  be  subjected  to  the 
caprice  or  cupidity  of  an  unfeeling  creditor. 

Foreigners  entitled  to  be  naturalized,  and  desir- 
ous of  the  privileges  of  citizenship,  ought  rather 
to  be  encouraged  than  deterred,  as  they  frequently 
are  by  the  onerous  charges  attending  the  requisite 
legal  proceedings.  Disabilities  in  relation  io  the 
acquisition  and  alienation  of  real  estate  by  resident 
foreigners  are  a remnant  of  feudal  principles,  be- 
lieved to  be  not  only  unnecessary  for  the  security 
of  the  state,  but  inconsistent  with  the  spirit  of  our 
constitution,  and  injurious  to  the  general  prosperi- 
ty. It  is  worthy  of  your  consideration,  whether 
the  time  has  not  arrived  for  the  adoption  of  a more 
liberal  policy,  ami  whether  the  temporary  relief 
from  these  disabilities  which  has  heretofore  been 
granted,  chiefly  in  favor  of  individuals,  may  not 
now  be  made  general  and  permanent. 

I beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  suggestions  con- 
tained in  my  last  message,  concerning  the  laws 
regulating  elections.  It  is  of  vital  importance  to 
the  security  of  our  institutions,  not  only  that  our 
elections  should  be  conducted  witli  impartiality, 
and  should  thus  e xpress  the  will  of  the  majority  of 
the  people,  but  that  there  should  be  entire  and  uni- 
versal confidence  in  thpir  purity.  The  acquiesc- 
ence required  of  the  minority  cannot  be  expected 
to  be  rendered  with  cheerfulness,  if  it  be  at  all  ques- 
tionable whether  the  public  will  is  truly  expressed. 
I cannot  doubt  that  you  will  feel  it  to  be  your  duty 


to  establish  the  necessary  safeguards  for  the  full 
and  uninterrupted  exercise  of  the  elective  franchise 
by  all  those,  whether  rich  or  poor  native  or  natura- 
lized, whatever  may  be  their  employment  or  condi- 
tion in  life,  to  whom  that  inestimable  privilege  i3 
guaranteed. 

The  constitution  provides  that  every  male  citi- 
zen of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  who  shall  have 
been  an  inhabitant  of  this  state  one  year  next  pre- 
ceding any  election,  and  for  the  last  six  months  a 
resident  of  Ihe  county  where  he  may  offer  his  vote, 
shall  be  entitled  to  vote  in  the  town  or  ward  where 
he  actually  resides.  High  judicial  authorities  differ 
as  to  the  meaning  of  the  word  resident.  Itis  within 
the  power  of  the  legislature  to  define  this  term,  and 
such  a measure  is  highly  necessary,  as  well  to  re- 
lieve doubts  as  to  secure  the  enjoyment  of  the  elec- 
tive franchise  to  those  of  our  fellow  citizens  whose 
occasional  or  temporary  employment  in  the  naviga- 
tion of  our  canals  and  rivers,  and  upon  our  public 
works,  produces  doubts  concerning  the  place  where 
they  are  entitled  to  vote. 

The  reorganization  of  the  court  of  chancery, 
with  an  abridgment  of  the  jurisdiction  and  patron- 
age of  the  chancellor,  is  alike  indispensable  to  en- 
sure the  personal  security  of  the  citizen,  and  to  pre- 
serve the  harmony  of  our  judicial  system.  The 
proceedings  in  that  court  are  attended  with  vexa- 
tious delay  and  intolerable  expense.  Questions  of 
equity  peculiarly  demand  the  consultations  of  a 
bench,  and  the  mass  of  appeals,  interlocutory  mo- 
tions and  original  causes  is  too  great  for  any  one 
chancellor  to  hear  and  decide,  consistently  with  a 
proper  discharge  of  the  duties  required  of  him  as  a 
member  of  the  court  for  the  correction  of  errors. 

The  benefits  anticipated  from  the  reduction  of 
the  number  of  justices  of  the  supreme  court,  and 
the  distribution  of  a portion  of  the  powers  and  du- 
ties among  eight  circuit  judges,  have  not  been  rea- 
lized. 

I therefore  respectfully  suggest  the  expediency 
of  dispensing  with  the  office  of  vice-chancellor  and 
circuit  judge,  and  of  providing  for  amendments  of 
the  constitution  which  shall  direct  the  appointment 
of  three  chancellors,  with  co-ordinate  powers,  and 
of  additional  justices  of  the  supreme  court. 

The  collection  of  debts  is  unnecessarily  delayed 
by  forms,  embarrassed  by  technicalities  and  bnr- 
thened  with  costs.  The  evil  experienced,  might, 
in  a great  degree,  have  been  prevented,  had  the  ne- 
cessary rules  of  practice  and  pleading  been  estab- 
lished by  the  couit  themselves.  It  is  worthy,  howe- 
ver, of  consideration,  whether  the  power  now  ex- 
ercised by  the  court  of  chancery  in  reaching  the 
equitable  property  of  a debtor  may  not  be  entrusted 
in  a great  degree  to  the  common  law  courts,  and 
whether  the  ruinous  expenses  attending  the  fore- 
closure of  mortgages  in  chancery  may  not  be  avoid- 
ed by  the  more  staple  method  of  sale  after  adver- 
tisement, and  after  personal  notice  to  parties  having 
encumbrances  on  the  mortgaged  premises.  The 
forms  of  pleadings  are  unnecessarily  prolix,  and  di- 
latory, and  evasive  pleadirigsought  to  be  more  effec- 
tually prevented.  Parties  siiould  be  allowed  to  per- 
fect judgments  in  vacation  as  well  as  during  the 
terms  of  the  courts.  The  alienation  of  land  should 
be  facilitated  by  requiring  all  incumbrances  and 
aliens  to  be  recorded  or  docketed  in  the  county 
where  the  land  is  situated.  The  jurisdiction  of 
justices’  courts  ought  to  be  extended  to  litigated 
cases  where  the  amount  involved  does  not  exceed 
one  hundred  dollars. 

The  compensation  of  public  officers  is  generally 
derived  from  the  equal  contribution  of  those  for 
whose  benefit  their  services  are  rendered,  but  that 
of  attorneys,  solicitors  and  officers  of  the  courts  of 
justice  is  unhappily  often  obtained  from  those  whose 
condition  ought  rather  to  excite  sympathy  than  to 
expose  them  to  additional  burthens.  The  legisla- 
ture should,  in  a season  of  adversity  like  the 
present,  diminish  the  expenses  oflegal  proceedings, 
as  far  as  can  be  done  consistently  with  the  full  and 
perfect  administration  of  justice,  would  advance  the 
permanent  usefulness  of  the  profession  of  the  law, 
promote  the  happiness  of  society,  and  deservedly 
obtain  the  gratitude  of  the  people. 

It  was  represented  to  me,  on  the  5th  of  December 
last,  by  the  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Albany,  that  he 
had,  on  many  occasions  during  several  months  pre- 
vious, been  resisted  in  the  performance  of  his  duty, 
and  prevented  from  executing  process  of  the  su- 
preme court,  and  that  he  had  been  unable  to  over- 
come the  resistance  with  the  unarmed  force  of  his 
county.  He  thereupon  applied  to  me  to  call  out  a 
sufficient  military  force  to  enable  him  to  execute 
the  process  committed  to  him.  Proofs  were  sub- 
mitted to  me.  which  went  to  show  that  the  resist- 
ance was  preconcerted  and  organized,  and  t hat  it 
extended  over  a large  portion  of  his  county.  The 
nature  and  duration  of  the  resistance  complained  of, 
appeared  to  me  to  require  the  adoption  of  immedi- 


ate measures  for  restoring  the  supremacy  of  the 
laws.  Unwilling,  however,  to  resort  to  the  extreme 
remedy  until  every  other  measure  had  failed.  I 
deemed  it  proper  i'or  the  sheriff  to  sue  out  process 
in  the  name  of  the  people  against  the  resisters,  and 
to  make  a farther  effort  to  perform  his  duty  with  the 
aid  of  the  armed  power  of  his  county.  Measures 
were  taken  at  the  same  time  to  have  in  readiness  a 
sufficient  force  to  sustain  the  sheriff  if  the  effort  thus 
to  be  made  should  prove  ineffectual.  Information 
was  subsequently  communicated  to  me  by  him  that 
he  had  proceeded  with  the  armed  power  of  his 
county  and  had  been  met  by  a large  concourse  of 
persons,  sufficient  in  number  to  overpower  him,  and 
assembled  with  the  obvious  purpose  of  obstructing 
him  in  the  performance  of  his  duty.  This  informa- 
tion was  accompanied  by  a renewal  of  bis  applica- 
tion for  a military  force.  Still  desirous,  if  possible, 
to  prevent  a resort  to  such  force,  I issued  a procla- 
mation, setting  before  the  resisters  the  nature  of 
their  conduct,  and  the  painful,  but  inevitable,  con- 
sequence of  persisting  in  it,  enjoining  them  to  dis- 
perse, and  appealing  to  all  good  citizens  to  assist  in 
maintaining  the  supremacy  of  the  laws.  In  order, 
however,  in  any  event  to  secure  this  result,  I direct- 
ed, as  required  by  law,  a military  force  to  proceed 
to  the  scene  of  resistance,  and  provided  for  a rein- 
forcement, should  it  be  found  necessary.  It  is 
creditable  to  the  citizens  who  had  inconsiderately 
become  involved  in  unlawful  proceedings,  that  they 
dispersed  very  soon  after  these  measures  had  been 
adopted,  and  the  sheriff  proceeded  without  addition- 
al military  aid  to  execute  the  process  of  the  law.  It 
soon  became  manifest  that  no  farther  organized  re- 
sistance would  be  offered,  and  the  militia  were 
thereupon  immediately  withdrawn.  Although  the 
occasion  was  one  to  be  deeply  regretted,  yet  it  is  a 
source  of  satisfaction  that  a very  large  proportion  of 
those  engaged  in  the  resistence  were  immediately 
convinced  of  the  error  of  their  proceedings,  relin- 
quished their  designs  and  manifested  a cheerful  and 
patriotic  submission  to  the  laws.  It  is  also  gratify- 
ing that  this  desirable  end  was  attained  with  little 
public  inconvenience,  and  without  destruction  of 
property  or  loss  of  life.  To  this  result,  the  militia, 
by  their  alacrity,  prudence  and  good  conduct,  con- 
tributed in  an  eminent  degree. 

The  resistance  to  the  sheriff  rose  out  of  a con- 
troversy between  the  tenants  of  the  manor  of  Rens- 
sclaerwick  and  its  proprietor.  The  lands  in  that 
manor  are  held  under  ancient  leases,  by  which  mines 
and  hydraulic  privileges,  rents  payable  in  kind, 
personal  services,  and  quarter  sales  are  reserved. — 
Such  tenures,  introduced  before  the  revolution,  are 
regarded  as  inconsistent  with  existing  institutions, 
and  have  become  odious  to  those  who  hold  under 
them.  They  are  unfavorable  to  agricultural  im- 
provement, inconsistent  with  the  prosperity  of  the 
districts  where  they  exist,  and  opposed  to  sound 
policy  and  the  genius  of  our  institutions.  The  ex- 
tent of  territory  covered  bv  the  tenures  involved 
in  the  present  controversy,  and  the  great  numbers 
of  on r fellow  citizens  interested  in  the  questions 
which  have  grown  out  of  them,  render  Ihe  subject 
worthy  of  the  consideration  of  the  legislature. — - 
While  full  force  is  allowed  to  the  circumstance 
that  the  tenents  enter  voluntarily  into  such  stipu- 
lations, the  state  has  always  recognized  its  obliga- 
tion to  promote  the  general  welfare,  and  guard  in- 
dividuals against  oppression.  The  legislature  has 
the  same  power  over  the  remedies  upon  contracts 
between  landlord  and  tenant  as  over  all  other  forms 
of  legal  redress.  Nor  is  the  subject  altogether 
new  in  the  legislation  of  the  state.  It  was  brought 
under  consideration  in  1812,  by  a bill  reported  by 
three  jurists  of  distinguished  eminence  and  ability. 
I trust,  therefore,  thatsome  measure  may  be  adopt- 
ed, which,  without  the  violation  of  contracts,  or 
injustice  to  either  party,  will  assimilate  the  tenures 
in  question  to  those  which  experience  has  prored 
to  be  more  accordant  with  the  principles  of  repub- 
lican government,  and  more  conducive  to  the  gene- 
ral prosperity,  and  the  peace  and  harmony  of  so- 
ciety. 

A requisition  was  made  upon  me  in  July  last, 
by  the  executive  of  Virginia,  for  the  delivery  of 
three  persons  as  fugitives  from  justice,  charged 
with  having  feloniously  stolen  a negro  slave  in  that 
state.  I declined  to  comply  with  the  requisition, 
upon  the  grounds  that  the  right  to  demand  and  the 
reciprocal  obligations  to  surrender  fugitives  from 
justice  between  sovereign  and  independent  nations, 
as  defined  by  the  Iaw3  of  natiofis,  includes  only 
those  cases  in  which  the  acts  constituting  the  of- 
fence charged  are  recognized  as  ciimes  by  the  uni- 
versal laws  of  all  civilized  countries;  that  the  ob- 
ject of  the  provision  contained  in  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States  authorising  the  demand  and 
surrender  of  fugitives  charged  with  treason,  felony 
or  other  crime,  was  to  recognize  and  establish  this 
principle  of  the  law  of  nations  in  the  natural  lela- 
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lions  ot  the  states  as  independent,  equal  and  sove- 
reign communities;  that  the  acts  charged  upon  the 
pei sons  demanded  were  not  recognized  as  criminal 
by  the  laws  of  this  state,  or  by  the  universal  laws 
ot  all  civilized  countries;  and  that  consequently 
the  case  did  not  fall  within  the  provision  of  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States. 

The  governor  of  Virginia  in  his  last  annual  mes- 
sage referred  the  subject  to  the  consideration  of  the 
legislature  of  that  state,  and  declared  that  my  con- 
struction of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States 
could  not  be  acquiesced  in  or  submitted  to.  He 
added,  that  if  it  were  allowed  to  prevail,  and  no  re- 
lief could  be  obtained  against  what  he  designated 
as  a flagrant  invasion  of  the  rights  of  Virginia, 
either  by  an  amendment  of  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States,  or  by  the  action  of  the  legislature  of 
Virginia,  it  might  ultimately  become  the  important 
and  solemn  duty  of  Virginia  to  appeal  from  the 
cancelled  obligations  of  the  national  compact  to 
original  rights  and  the  laws  of  self-preservation. 

I confess  my  surprise  that  it  should  in  any  part 
of  the  union  be  regarded  as  a new  ami  startling  doc- 
trine that  the  constitutional  power  of  the  executive 
ot  any  other  state  to  demand  the  surrender  of  a citi- 
zen ot  this  state  to  be  carried  to  the  former  and 
tried  for  an  offence  committed  there,  is  limited  to 
cases  in  which  the  offence  charged  is  recognized 
as  criminal  by  the  statute  laws  ot  this  state,  by  the 
common  law,  or  by  the  universal  laws  of  mankind. 
IVor  can  I withhold  the  expression  of  my  sincere 
regret  that  a construction  of  the  constitution,  mani- 
festly necessary  to  maintain  the  sovereignty  of  this 
state,  anil  the  personal  rights  of  her  citizens  should 
be  regarded  by  the  executive  of  Virginia  as  justify- 
ing, in  any  contingency,  a menace  of  secession 
from  the  union. 

The  subject  is  one  which  appertains  to  the  exe- 
cutive depai  tment.  The  duties  ot  that  department 
in  such  cases  are  prescribed  by  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States,  and  not  by  the  constitution  or 
laws  ol  this  state,  nevertheless,  tire  respect  1 en- 
tertain for  the  executive  of  Virginia,  as  well  as  the 
deference  I owe  to  the  legislature  of  this  state,  in- 
duce me  to  transmit  herewith  the  correspondence 
which  has  taken  place. 

Our  fellow  citizens  in  various  parts  of  the  state 
will  very  justly  call  your  attention  to  the  condition 
of  the  currency.  We  are  a commercial  people. — 
We  are  rendered  so  by  the  location  of  our  country, 
its  physical  formation,  its  variety  of  climate  and 
productions,  and  its  internal  communications  by 
land  and  water;  by  the  operation  of  republican  in- 
stitutions and  equal  law's;  by  our  wants;  by  our  re- 
sources; by  our  enterprise;  by  the  mutual  confi- 
dence arising  from  moral  and  intellectual  cultiva- 
tion; by  the  intercourse  existing  among  the  citizens 
of  the  several  stales,  and  by  our  relations  with  fo- 
reign nations.  The  federal  government  has  heie- 
tofore  encouraged  commerce  by  entering  into  com- 
mercial treaties,  by  the  establishment  of  a navy,  by 
the  reduction  of  imposts;  and  by  the  improvement 
ol  rivers  and  harbors  on  our  lakes,  as  well  as  on  the 
sea  board.  The  legislature  of  the  several  states 
have  seconded  this  policy  by  increasing  the  facili- 
ties for  trade.  The  promotion  of  commerce  in  all 
its  branches  affords  the  most  effectual  encourage- 
ment to  agrieuiture  and  manufactures,  because 
commerce  is  only  an  exchange  of  productions. — 
The  wants  of  one  region  are  supplied  by  the  labor 
of  another,  and  thus  the  industry  of  all  is  rewarded. 
Our  internal  commerce  knows  no  political  or  o-eo- 
graphical  lines.  It  pervades  every  region,  seeking 
and  exchanging  the  surplus  productions  of  every 
department  of  industry.  , 

To  effect  this  exchange  a currency  or  medium  is 
indispensable,  and  it  should  every  where  have  the 
highest  attainable  uniformity  of  value.  A mixed 
currency,  composed  ot  coin  and  paper,  redeemable 
in  coin,  has  unavoidably  resulted  from  the  condi- 
tion ot  our  country  and  our  intercourse  with  fo- 
reign nations.  That  such  a currency  is  far  better 
than  one  exclusively  metallic,  is  proved  by  con- 
trasting the  general  prosperity  of  the  countries  in 
which  it  is  employed  with  the  condition  of  those 
which  use  only  the  precious  metals.  But  it  is  at- 
tended by  the  disadvantage  of  a liability  to  expan- 
sion beyond  the  legitimate  wants  of  trade,  and  in 
order  to  prevent  such  expansions  as  far  as  possible, 
■and  mitigate  their  evils,  it  must  be  subjected  to 
regulation.  It  is  a consequence  of  the  independent 
action  of  the  legislatures  of  the  several  states,  that 
the  paper  money  issued  under  their  authority  must, 

V tl,e  absence  of  adequate  regulation,  be  unequal 
lu  security  and  in  convertibility,  and  the  amount 
issued  must  often  be  disproportioned  to  the  exigen- 
cies ot  trade.  Heretofore  the  federal  government 
has  discharged  the  responsibility  of  such  regulation, 
but,  for  some  time  past,  congress  has  made  no  pro- 
vision for  that  important  purpose,  and  the  currency 
ol  the  country  has  b°en  supplied  bv  paper  money 


issued  under  the  authority  of  twenty-six  different 
states,  in  amounts  limited  by  other  wants  than  those 
of  Irade,  and  regulated  upon  other  considerations 
than  those  which  regard  the  general  interests  of  the 
whole  country. 

The  exchange  of  productions  between  distant 
parts  of  the  country  is  burthened  with  ruinous  ex- 
penses, and  the  prompt  collection  of  debts  is  ren- 
dered impossible.  Internal  commerce  has  suffered 
a check,  and  derangement  is  felt  in  every  depart- 
ment of  business.  The  expenses,  losses,  and  sacri- 
fices resulting  from  the  embarrassments  of  trade 
fall  ultimately  upon  those  engaged  in  productive 
industry,  and  cause  a depreciation  in  the  value  of 
labor,  of  the  fruits  of  the  earth,  and  of  the  soil  itself. 
In  the  present  instance,  the  evils  have  been  aggra- 
vated by  a long  and  severe  derangement  in  our  lb- 
reign  commerce.  As  if  the  neglect  of  its  appropri- 
ate and  important  functions  were  not  enough,  the 
federal  government  has  contributed  to  increase  the 
general  embarrassment,  by  manifesting  a persever- 
ing hostility  to  the  institutions  of  the  states,  and 
has  disturbed  the  general  confidence  by  efforts  to 
introduce  a metallic  currency.  The  introduction 
of  such  a currency  is  impracticable,  and  would  be 
unjust  if  it  w ere  practicable,  because  it  would  re- 
quire our  citizens,  in  the  absence  of  necessity  or 
adequate  motive,  to  reduce  the  value  of  labor  and 
properly  to  the  depreciated  standard  of  a specie 
circulation.  To  the  people  of  this  state,  and  all 
who  resort  to  her  great  commercial  market,  the 
measures  adopted  by  the  federal  government  to 
carry  this  project  into  effect,  have  been  productive 
of  unmitigated  evil,  while  the  earnestness  with 
which  our  fellow  citizens,  in  some  portions  of  Ihe 
union,  suslain  those  measures,  proves  that  they  en- 
dure the  same  evils  with  a fallacious  hope  of  being 
able  to  transfer  to  themselves  a considerable  por- 
tion of  the  commerce  which  is  now  enjoyed  by 
New  York.  I trust,  therefore,  that  those  measures 
will  receive  no  support  from  us,  but  that  whatever 
influence  the  sanction  of  the  legislature  may  have, 
will  be  exerted  in  favor  of  a policy  that  shall  im- 
mediately restore  the  prosperity  of  the  union,  and 
preserve  the  commercial  advantages  of  our  state. 

The  currency  heretofore  established  in  the  state 
through  the  agency  of  safety  fund  banks  had  a safe 
and  wholesome  action  while  the  currency  of  the  na- 
tion was  regulated  by  the  federal  government.  But 
that  system  became  odious  as  a monopoly,  and  the 
unequal  distribution  of  its  privileges  and  the  cor- 
rupting tendency  of  applications  for  legislative  char- 
ters spread  discontent  and  alarm  throughout  the 
state.  From  these  circumstances  resulted  the  law 
which  authorises  the  business  to  be  carried  on  by 
associations  without  charters.  Either  of  these  sys- 
tems would,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  have 
furnished  a currency  for  this  state,  which  within 
our  own  boundaries  would  have  been  uniform  and 
readily  convertible  into  specie;  and  as  exchanges 
are  generally  in  favor  of  this  state,  would  have 
been  equally  useful  in  other  states.  Although  our 
banking  institutions  have  not,  as  on  a former  occa- 
sion, suspended  the  payment  of  specie,  the  farmer, 
the  mechanic  and  the  merchant,  are  obliged  to  re- 
ceive bank  notes  whose  full  value  cannot  be  realis- 
ed without  presenting  them  for  redemption  at  a 
distant  place.  The  commerce  of  the  state  is  em- 
barrassed, and  agricultural  and  manufacturing  in- 
dustry are  nppressed  with  the  extortion  of  brokers 
and  usurers.  However  the  federal  government  may 
choose  to  neglect  its  proper  functions,  the  evils  of 
our  domestic  currency  are  within  your  reach,  and 
I trust  they  will  be  the  subject  of  speedy  and  ef- 
fectual reform. 

It  is  a high  privilege  to  furnish  a circulating  me- 
dium, whether  that  privilege  be  conferred  by  char- 
ter, or  enjoyed  under  the  more  equal  operation  of  a 
general  law.  It  partakes  of  the  responsibilities  and 
dignity  which  belong  to  t lie  sovereignty  of  a state, 
and  its  profitableness  has  been  evinced  by  extraor- 
dinary dividends  and  accumulations.  It  is  there- 
fore not  demanding  an  unjust  or  unreasonable  equi- 
valent to  require  those  wiio  enjoy  this  privilege  to 
maintain  a sound  and  uniform  currency.  Various 
plans  have  been  suggested  to  accomplish  this  im- 
portant object.  One  of  these  contemplates  the  em- 
ployment of  the  bank  fund,  with  equivalent  con- 
lribution3  from  associations  formed  under  tiie  ge- 
neral law,  to  redeem  in  the  city  of  Albany  the  bills 
of  ihe  several  banks.  It  is  probably  a sufficient 
objection  to  this  plan,  that  it  would  pervert  the 
hank  fund  from  its  legitimate  object,  and  jeopard 
its  security.  A second  system  is  to  require  the 
country  banks  to  redeem  their  notes  either  in  the 
city  of  New  York  or  in  the  city  of  Albany.  The 
objection  to  this  plan  is,  that  it  would  be  unjust  to 
require  a banking  institution  to  provide  funds  for 
paying  its  liabilities  at  two  places,  at  its  own  coun- 
ter and  elsewhere.  The  force  of  this  objection  is 
weakened  by  the  fact  that  the  operations  of  trade 


carry  the  currency  of  the  country  to  the  principal 
inart.  If  the  amount  of  its  issues  collected  at  the 
place  assigned  for  redemption  were  to  he  made 
known  to  any  bank,  it  could  be  required  to  transmit 
its  funds  to  that  place  alter  a reasonable  interval  of 
time,  and  thus  be  relieved  from  the  necessity  of 
providing  an  equal  amount  to  meet  demands  at 
home.  If  this  system  should  receive  legislative 
sanction,  the  comptroller  might  be  required  to  ap- 
ply the  safety  fund  without  delay  to  the  redemp- 
tion of  the  balance  which  a bank  had  neglected  or 
refused  to  pay  alter  receiving  the  requisite  notice, 
if  such  balance  did  not  exceed  a just  proportion  of 
tile  whole  fund.  This  system  has  been  partially  in 
operation,  and  is  understood  to  have  been  very  suc- 
cessful. These  suggestions  are  submitted  in  the 
hope  that  they  may  be  useful  jn  your  discussions  of 
this  important  subject. 

The  necessity  of  a revision  of  the  general  bank- 
ing law,  as  recommended  in  my  annual  message 
at  (lie  last  session,  has  greatly  increased  during  the 
past  year.  It  is  alleged,  ami  with  too  many  evi- 
dences of  truth,  that  the  stock  deposited  with  the 
comptroller  as  a basis  for  circulating  notes,  has 
been  in  some  instances  purchased  or  paid  for  with 
the  notes  issued  upon  the  same  stock.  Such  a pro- 
ceeding is  manifestly  an  evasion  of  the  statute,  and 
care  should  be  taken  to  guard  against  it  for  the 
future.  Some  of  the  associations  have  issued  post 
notes  as  currency.  This  practice  is  unquestionably 
a violation  of  the  spirit  of  tile  law,  reprehensible  in 
itself  and  fraudulent  to  the  community. 

It  ought  not  to  excite  surprise  that  Ihe  system  of 
free  banking  should  in  its  commencement  have  been 
embarrassed  by  difficulties,  or  that  inslitu  tions  should 
occasionally  have  been  established  where  they  were 
not  needed.  When  we  reflect  that  we  have  been 
for  thirty  years  improving  the  system  of  banking  by 
incorporations,  we  ought  to  exercise  forbearance 
towards  one  which  has  just  come  into  existence. 
In  the  midst  of  a pecuniary  revulsion  only  two  of 
the  associations  have  been  closed,  and  they  have 
occasioned  no  loss  to  the  community.  There  is, 
therefore,  no  sufficient  ground  for  doubting  the 
final  success  of  the  system,  with  those  modifica- 
tions which  experience  may  from  time  to  time  sug- 
gest. Among  these  there  should  obviously  be  a 
plan  for  the  redemption  of  the  notes  of  the  asso- 
ciated banks  similar  io  that  suggested  in  reference 
to  the  safety  fund  banks.  While  the  system  affords 
all  the  requisite  facilities  and  security  for  sound 
and  safe  banking,  it  is  obviously  so  much  more 
equal  in  its  operation,  and  so  much  less  liable  to  be 
perverted  to  political  designs,  that  I trust  you  will 
omit  no  effort  to  correct  its  defects  and  ensure  its 
successful  operation. 

Permit  me  to  express  a confident  hope  that  you 
will  not  add  longer  delay  to  that  which  Iia3  already 
unfortunately  occurred  in  filling  the  vacancy  in  the 
representation  of  this  state  in  the  senate  of  the  U. 
States. 

The  action  of  the  federal  government,  always 
important,  has  within  a few  years  past  excited  un- 
usual interest.  Under  the  uniform  system  of  policy 
maintained  from  the  foundation  of  the  government, 
our  country  enjoyed  a career  of  prosperity  inter- 
rupted only  by  brief  intervals  in  whicli  that  policy 
was  counteracted  by  circumstances  arising  out  of 
the  violation  of  our  rights  by  belligerent  European 
nations.  The  country  has  experienced  a great 
change  within  the  last  three  years.  A pressure  is 
(eft in  all  its  interests  and  throughout  ils  whole  ex- 
tent, and  every  effort  to  rise  has  been  followed  bv 
greater  depression.  The  federal  executive,  in  his 
recent  communication  to  congress,  extends  no  hope 
of  relief  from  these  evils,  but  urges  the  adoption  of 
measures,  the  very  discussion  ot  which  has  produc- 
ed only  the  most  disastrous  consequences.  We  are 
an  industrious,  economical,  enlightened  and  virtuous 
people.  Our  prosperity  is  hindered  by  no  hereditary 
inequalities  of  political  rights  or  social  condition. — 
We  have  enjoyed  peace  and  tranquillity  for  twenty- 
five  years.  If  then  there  be  any  virtue  in  forms  of 
government,  ours  ought,  if  well  administered,  to  se- 
cure national  prosperity  and  genpral  content  and 
happiness.  The  power  and  influence  of  tile  exe- 
cutive department  of  the  federal  government,  are 
greatly  increased,  and  the  history  of  that  govern- 
ment, for  the  last  few  years,  exhibits  a constant 
struggle  on  the  part  of  the  executive  to  control  the 
representatives  of  the  people.  His  appears  from 
their  decisions  have  been  tried  by  popular  elections 
for  the  first,  second  and  third  time. 

In  such  trials  the  representative  has  to  contend 
singly  and  unaided  against  the  combined  influence 
and  patronage  of  the  government.  Not  content 
with  the  already  overshadowing  powers  of  the  na- 
tional government,  the  president  has  arraigned  be- 
fore congress  the  institutions  of  the  states,  and  the 
states  themselves,  and  lias  discussed  their  domestic 
concerns  with  as  great  freedom- a?  if  they  were  re-- 
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sponsible  to  the  federal  government,  and  were  not 
sovereign  in  the  conduct  of  their  municipal  affairs. 
These  innovations  furnish  a new  demonstration  of 
the  error  of  those  who,  at  the  adoption  of  the  con- 
stitution, supposed  the  federal  government  too  un- 
stable, and  the  power  and  influence  of  the  executive 
department  too  limited.  The  time  seems  to  have  ar- 
rived, when  the  adoption  of  measures  to  restrain 
the  increasing  power  of  the  executive,  and  maintain 
the  necessary  independence  of  the  states,  should 
no  longer  be  delayed.  Among  such  measures  none 
would  be  more  safe,  more  effectual,  or  more  in 
harmony  with  democratic  principles,  than  amend- 
ments of  the  constitution  of  the  U.  States,  which 
should  vest  in  congress  the  appointment  of  the 
chief  financial  officers  of  government,  and  limit  the 
tenure  of  the  presidential  office  to  one  term. 

It  is  a source  of  the  highest  satisfaction,  that  not- 
withstanding all  adverse  circumstances,  the  prose- 
cution of  works  of  internal  improvement  with  pri- 
vate capital  has  not  been  arrested  during  the  past 
year,  but  has  been  carried  on  with  patriotic  and 
praiseworthy  assiduity  and  with  great  success.— 
That  section  of  the  New'  York  and  Erie  rail  road, 
about  fifty-five  miles  in  length,  which  extends  from 
Tappan,  or  the  Hudson  river,  to  Middletown,  in 
Orange  county,  will  soon  be  completed.  The  re- 
sult will,  it  is  hoped,  vindicate  the  whole  enterprise 
from  unjust  prejudices,  and  contribute  to  hasten  ils 
consummation.  The  Long  Island  rail  road  has  been 
extended  farther  into  the  interior  of  the  island.  By 
the  completion  of  the  Utica  and  Syracuse  and  the 
Syracuse  and  Auburn  rail  roads  within  the  past 
year,  only  one  hundred  miles  of  rail  road  remain  to 
be  finished  before  our  citizens  will  enjoy  the  facili- 
ties of  a passage  by  steam  power  from  one  extre- 
mity of  the  state  to  the  other,  and  the  steam  navi- 
gation of  the  remotest  western  lakes  will  be  con- 
nected with  the  steam  navigation  of  the  Atlantic. 
The  completion  of  the  rail  road  from  the  coal  mines 
at  Blossburg,  in  Pennsylvania,  to  the  termination 
of  the  western  branch  of  the  Chemung  canal  is  an 
event  of  great  importance  to  the  central  part  of  the 
state,  and  among  its  beneficial  results  we  may  anti- 
cipate an  increase  in  the  revenues  of  that  canal. 

The  various  surveys  directed  by  the  legislature 
at  its  last  session,  with  a view  to  the  improvement 
of  the  northern  tributaries  of  the  Hudson,  to  the  ex- 
tension of  the  Chemung  canal  to  the  line  of  the  state 
of  Pennsylvania,  to  the  extension  of  the  Black  Ri- 
ver canal  to  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  to  the  construc- 
tion of  a canal  in  the  valley  of  the  Connewango, 
have  been  successfully  prosecuted.  I transmit 
brief  statements  which  have  been  submitted  to  me 
by  the  engineers  engaged  in  the  two  first  named 
surveys.  I am  certain  you  will  notwithhold  what- 
ever of  encouragement  and  support  can  be  extend- 
ed consistently  with  the  financial  condition  of  the 
state,  to  our  fellow  citizens  who  feel  an  interest  in 
these  several  improvements.  I recommend  a con- 
tinuation of  the  survey  of  the  northern  branches  of 
the  Hudson  as  necessary  to  a more  perfect  acquaint- 
ance with  the  extensive  region  of  country  which 
will  be  opened  to  commercial  intercourse  by  the 
improvements  contemplated  in  that  section  of  the 
state. 

The  general  policy  of  prohibiting  the  transporta- 
tion of  freight  on  rail  roads  which  run  parallel  to 
the  canals,  is  not  altogether  without  question. — 
There  can,  however,  be  but  one  sentiment  as  to  the 
expediency  of  suspending  the  prohibition  during 
the  season  in  which  the  navigation  of  the  canals  is 
arrested  by  ice.  A prohibition  at  that  time  ope- 
rates injuriously  to  the  agricultural  interest,  and 
tends  to  produce  a monopoly  of  the  necessaries  of 
life  at  a time  when  want  and  misfortune  are  felt 
most  severely  by  the  inhabitants  of  our  populous 
cities. 

Apprehensions  prevail  that  the  public  credit  may 
become  too  deeply  involved  in  the  prosecution  of 
works  of  internal  improvement.  The  project  of 
enlarging  the  Erie  canal  was  adopted  by  the  legis- 
lature of  1835.  It  arose  from  the  necessity  of  re- 
pairing 3iich  parts  of  the  canal,  especially  the  locks 
and  aqueducts,  as  were  worn  by  time  and  use. — 
With  the  great  increase  of  trade,  delays  and  incon- 
veniences were  experienced  in  consequence  of  the 
limited  dimensions  of  the  canal  and  the  want  of 
double  locks.  It  was  manifest,  too,  that  the  canal 
had  not  completely  accomplished  the  objects  of  its 
construction,  inasmuch  as  a considerable  portion  of 
the  western  trade  continued  to  seek  a market  by 
other  routes.  It  seemed  important,  therefore,  to 
increase  its  capacity,  and  thereby  reduce  the  ex- 
pense of  transportation.  It  was  maintained  that  by 
the  use  of  boats  of  one  hundred  tons  burthen,  in- 
stead of  thirty  tons,  the  expense  of  transportation 
would  be  reduced  fifty  per  cent.  In  this  view  the 
expediency  of  the  enlargement  was  incontroverti- 
ble, if  the  expense  should  not  be  disproportionate, 
and  the  requisite  funds  could  be  provided  without 


injustice  toother  claims  upon  the  public  munifi- 
cence. The  act  of  1835  directed  the  enlargement 
to  be  undertaken  when  the  canal  board  should  be 
of  opinion  that  the  public  interest  required  the  im- 
provement, and  its  extent  was  submitted  to  their 
discretion.  It  will  not,  I hope,  be  deemed  disre- 
spectful to  remark,  that  the  first  step  in  this  great 
undertaking,  the  delegation  of  the  legislative  power 
to  a board  not  directly  responsible  to  the  people, 
was  a departure  from  the  spirit  of  the  constitution, 
so  unfortunate  in  its  consequences,  that  it  should 
remain  a warning  to  all  future  legislatures.  The 
expense  of  the  enlargement  is  now  estimated  at 
$>28,402,863;  yet  the  law  by  which  it  was  autho- 
rised, passed  without  any  estimate  having  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  legislature,  and  with  scarcely  any  dis- 
cussion If  completed  on  the  present  scale,  the  ca- 
nal will  surpass  in  magnitude  every  other  national 
work  of  internal  improvement;  yet  all  the  respon- 
sibilities in  reference  to  the  dimensions  and  cost  of 
the  enlargement  seem  to  have  been  cast  off  as  un- 
worthy of  the  consideration  of  the  legislature.  The 
same  act  provided  that  after  the  year  1837  the  ex- 
penditures upon  that  work  should  be  so  limited  as 
to  leave  from  the  canal  revenues,  without  reference 
to  auction  and  salt  duties,  an  annual  income  to  the 
state  of  at  least  three  hundred  thousand  dollars,  over 
and  above  all  ordinary  repairs  and  expenditures  on 
the  Erie  and  Champlain  canals. 

In  1836,  for  the  first  time,  an  estimate  of  the  ex- 
pense of  the  enlargement  was  submitted  to  the  le- 
gislature by  the  canal  board,  by  which  it  was  cal- 
culated at  $12,416,150  17.  The  canal  commis- 
sioners had  previously  estimated  the  expense  of  the 
Genesee  Valley  canal  at  $1,890,614  12,  and  that 
of  Ihe  Black  River  canal  at  $1,068,437  20.  With 
this  information  before  them  the  legislature  of  1836 
increased  the  annual  income  to  be  applied  to  the 
uses  of  government  to  four  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars. They  also  directed  the  construction  of  the 
Genesee  Valley  and  Black  River  canals,  and  pro- 
vided that  their  deficiencies  of  revenue  should  be 
paid  out  of  the  treasury,  and  authorised  a loan  of  the 
credit  of  the  state  to  the  New  York  and  Erie  rail 
road  company  to  the  amount  of  thre  millions  of  dol- 
lars. 

The  subject  was  again  agitated  in  1837.  The 
canal  board  reported  that  they  did  not  believe  the 
enlargement  could  be  completed  at  the  cost  before 
estimated,  for  the  season  that  the  plans  of  some  of 
the  mechanical  work  had  been  changed,  and  that 
parts  of  the  line  had  been,  and  others  probably 
would  be,  varied.  They  stated  that  the  cost  of 
construction  was  greater  than  when  the  estimates 
were  made;  that  they  did  not  believe,  if  prices  were 
the  same  as  at  the  time  the  estimates  were  made, 
that  the  cost  of  the  work  would  exceed  the  esti- 
mates, except  the  increase  occasioned  by  changes 
of  the  plans  or  of  the  line.  They  added  that  they 
could  not  form  an  opinion  of  the  additional  cost  of 
the  work  beyond  the  estimates,  but  they  did  not  be- 
lieve it  would  amount  to  a large  sum,  exclusive  of 
damages;  that  the  amount  would  greatly  depend 
upon  the  prices  of  labor  and  provisions,  and  that 
there  had  been  no  estimate  of  damages  to  indivi- 
duals. They  also  gave  it  as  their  opinion  that  it 
was  for  the  interest  of  (he  state  to  proceed  with  the 
enlargement,  so  that  it  might  be  completed  sooner 
than  was  contemplated  by  the  act  of  1835.  It  is 
evident  that  this  report  did  not  tend  to  shake  the 
confidence  of  the  legislature  in  the  ability  of  the 
state  to  complete  public  works,  since  the  house  of 
assembly  rejected,  by  an  almost  unanimous  vote,  a 
resolution  contemplating  the  repeal  of  the  laws  di- 
recting the  construction  of  the  Genesee  Valley  and 
Black  River  canals. 

In  1838,  the  late  executive  recommended  a more 
speedy  enlargement  of  the  Erie  canal.  Itwasob- 
vious  from  the  condition  of  the  finances  of  the  state 
at  that  time,  that  this  could  not  be  effected  without 
contracting  a debt.  The  assembly  responded  to 
this  recommendation  by  passing  a bill  directing  the 
commissioners  of  the  canal  fund  to  borrow,  on  the 
credit  of  the  state,  one  million  of  dollars  lor  that 
object.  The  senate  amended  the  bill  so  as  to  au- 
thorise the  borrowing  of  four  millions  of  dollars 
instead  of  one  million.  In  this  shape  the  bill  be- 
came a law.  This  law  required  the  canal  commis- 
sioners to  put  under  contract,  with  as  little  delay 
as  possible,  such  portions  of  the  work  as  were  men- 
tioned in  their  report  of  that  year,  and  such  other 
portions  as,  in  the  opinion  of  the  canal  board, 
would  best  secure  the  completion  of  the  entire 
enlargement  with  double  locks  on  the  whole  line. 

It  was  reserved  for  the  assembly  of  1839  to  dis- 
cover that  the  estimates  which  had  been  the  basis 
of  such  important  legislative  action  during  the  pre- 
ceding three  years  had  been  widely  erroneous.  The 
canal  commissioners  were  required  to  review  their 
estimates  of  the  unfinished  works.  They  reported 
that  the  expenses  would  be  as  follows: 


Of  the  Erie  canal  enlargement. 
Of  the  Black  River  canal, 

Of  the  Genesee  Valley  canal, 


$23,402,863  02 
2,141,601  63 
4,900,122  79 

$30,441,587  79 


Making  an  aggregate  of 
instead  of  $15,375,202  49;  the  original  estimated 
cost  of  those  works. 

The  practice  has  recently  obtained  to  some  extent 
of  testing  the  expediency  of  any  proposed  improve- 
ment by  adding  to  its  estimated  cost  the  real  and 
nominal  indebtedness  of  the  state,  together  with 
the  sums  for  which  the  credit  of  the  state  is  pledg- 
ed or  in  any  event  authorised  to  be  pledged,  and  of 
assuming  that  the  aggregate  will  be  the  debt  of  the 
state  if  the  proposed  improvement  should  be  adopt- 
ed. This  test  has  also  been  applied  to  the  under- 
takings in  which  the  state  has  already  engaged,  with 
the  following  results: 

The  existing  canal  debt  for  works 
completed,  (exclusive  of  the 
Erie  and  Champlain  canal  debt, 
for  the  payment  which  a fund  has 
accumulated), 

The  debt  of  the  general  fund, 

The  aggregate  sum  for  which  the 
credit  of  the  state  has  been  here- 
tofore pledged  and  directed  to 
be  pledged  in  aid  of  canals  and 
rail  roads, 

Estimated  cost  of  the  enlargement 
of  the  Erie  canal,  and  the  con- 
struction of  the  Genesee  Valley 
and  Black  River  canals, 


$3,476,859  66 
2,472,217  92 


4,610,000  00 


30,444,587  44 


Making  an  aggregate  of  $41,003,645  02 

The  confidence  of  the  people  in  the  policy  of  in- 
ternal improvement  has  sustained  a severe  shock 
from  themiscovery  that  the  state  was  committed  by 
the  legislature  to  an  expenditure  of  thirty  millions 
of  dollars,  for  the  completion  of  three  works  alone, 
upon  estimates  of  the  same  works  rising  only  to 
about  fifteen  millions;  and  calculations  exaggerating 
the  liabilities  of  the  state  to  forty  millions  of  dollars 
have  not  been  unsuccessful  in  adding  imaginary 
alarm  to  the  consequences  of  past  errors,  in  them- 
selves sufficiently  embarrassing. 

The  only  act  which  was  passed  at  the  session  of 
1839,  appropriating  money  tor  the  purposes  of  in- 
ternal improvement,  was  one  directing  the  sura  of 
seventy-five  thousand  dollars  to  be  expended  in  the 
navigation  of  the  Oneida  river.  With  the  excep- 
tion of  an  act  authorising  a variation  in  the  plan  of 
constructing  the  locks  on  the  Genesee  Valley  canal, 
by  which  a saving  of  about  five  hundred  thousand 
dollars  will  be  made  in  the  construction  of  that  work, 
and  several  acts  directing  surveys  in  various  parts 
of  the  state,  there  was  no  other  legislation  during 
that  session  upon  the  subjects  of  internal  improve- 
ment. Aside  Irom  the  duties  prescribed  by  these 
acts,  all  that  the  agents  of  the  state  have  been  call- 
ed upon  to  do  in  relation  to  internal  improvements 
has  been  to  comply  with  legislative  directions,  given 
previously  to  the  session  of  1S39,  and  to  piovide, 
in  pursuance  of  pre-existing  contracts,  for  the  ex- 
penses incurred  in  the  prosecution  of  the  public 
works  by  the  canal  commissioners. 

Such  are  the  circumstances  under  which  the  pub- 
lic interests  have  been  confided  to  onr  care.  The 
discovery  of  the  errors  of  our  predecessors  has 
happened  at  a time  when  confidence  is  impaired, 
property  depreciated,  the  sale  of  real  estate  ai rest- 
ed, and  the  currency  disordered.  At  such  a period 
the  financial  difficulties  of  the  state  are  liable  to  be 
exaggerated,  its  resources  undervalued,,  and  ils  lia- 
bilities magnified. 

In  ascertaining  the  trSe  financial  condition  of  the 
state,  there  may  be  deducted  from  the  debt  of  the 
general  fund  the  sum  of  $2,080,000  borrowed  from 
the  canal  fund.  Both  of  these  funds  being  the  pro- 
perty of  the  state,  this  is  a loan  made  by  the  state 
to  itself.  We  may  also  deduct  from  the  liabilities 
of  the  state,  the  pledges  of  its  credit  to  rail  road  and 
canal  companies,  these  pledges  having  been  made 
upon  conditions,  as  is  understood,  which  afford  an 
ultimate  indemnity  to  the  state.  Regarding  the 
Erie  and  Champlain  canal  debt,  as  extinguished  by 
the  means  provided  for  its  redemption,  the  actual 
debt  of  the  state,  as  it  stood  at  the  close  of  the  last 
fiscal  year,  would  then  be  as  follows: 

Debt  of  the  general  fund,  $1,392,217  92 

Debt  of  the  lateral  canals,  completed,  3,476,839  66 
Debt  contracted  for  unfinished  works, 

viz: 

Enlargement  Erie  canal,  2,500,000  00 
Black  River  canal  591,144  10 

Genesee  Valley  canal  2,000,000  00 
Oneida  river  improve- 
ment, 25,000  09 


Aggregate  state  debt, 


■5,116,446  10 
$9,985,503  68 
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But  their  remains  on  hand  a balance 
of  funds  borrowed  for  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Genesee 
Valley  canal,  $939,604  4S 

For  Oneida  river  im- 
provement, 25,000  00 

964,604  4S 

State  debt  over  funds  in  hand,  $9,020,S99  20 

The  amount  required  to  complete 
the  enlargement,  as  ascertained  by 
deducting  the  sum  already  expend- 
ed and  the  sum  borrowed  and  re- 
maining in  hand  at  the  close  of 
the  last  fiscal  year  from  the  last  es- 
timate made  by  the  canal  commis- 
sioners would  bo,  $19,292,8S6  93 

To  complete  the  Genesee  Valley  ca- 
nal, 2,900,122  79 

To  complete  the  Black  River  canal,  1,550,155  53 

Aggregate  required  to  complete  the 
canals,  according  to  the  last  esti- 
mates, $23,743,165  25 

The  interest  on  this  sum  at  5 per 

cent,  would  be,  $1,187,153  26 

The  surplus  revenue  from  the  canals  during  the 
past  year  was  $1,057,802  74.  The  interest  at  5 
per  cent,  on  the  sum  estimated  as  necessary  to  com- 
plete the  canals,  to  wit:  on  $23,743,165  35,  would 
be  $1,187,15S  26,  exceeding  such  surplus  revenue 
by  the  sum  of  $129,255  52  The  surplus  revenue 
would,  with  the  ordinary  increase,  furnish  sufficient 
funds  for  completing  the  unfinished  works,  if  ap- 
plied exclusively  to  that  purpose.  But  by  the  laws 
of  1335  and  1S36  an  income  of  four  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  was  directed  to  be  retained  annually 
from  this  surplus  revenue,  and  the  sum  of  $1 26,250, 
which  is  required  to  pay  the  interest  on  loans  which 
had  been  contracted  for  the  enlargement  of  the  Erie 
canal  and  the  improvement  of  the  Oneida  river  at 
the  close  of  the  last  fiscal  year,  is  chargeable  upon 
the  canal  tolls.  Deducting  these  items,  there  is 
left  a surplus  of  $531,552  75  applicable  to  purposes 
of  internal  improvement,  which  leaves  a deficien- 
cy of  $655,605  52  in  the  amount  necessary  to  meet 
the  interest  on  the  sum  required  to  complete  the 
works  now  in  progress  according  to  the  corrected 
estimates.  Stating  the  result  in  another  form,  the 
nett  annual  revenue  of  the  state,  applicable  to  pur- 
poses of  internal  improvement,  without  taking  into 
consideration  the  anticipated  increase  of  canal  tolls, 
would  sustain  a debt  of  only  $10,631,054  80,  while 
the  sum  of  $23,743,165  25  would  be  required  to 
complete  the  public  works. 

This  state,  however,  may  confidently  anticipate 
an  increase  of  canal  tolls,  and  consequent  increase 
in  the  revenue  of  the  Erie  and  Champlain  canal 
fund.  This  increase,  although  not  contingent,  isol 
uncertain  amount.  Since  the  year  1S26,  it  has  ave- 
raged about  eighty  thousand  dollars  annually.  This 
augmentation  of  tolls  must  progress  with  the  in- 
crease of  commerce  upon  the  western  waters,  which 
would  be  greatly  accelerated  by  the  enlargement  of. 
the  Erie  canal. 

Various  opinions  are  entertained  as  to  the  future 
nett  annual  increase  of  the  canal  tolls.  In  1838  the 
canal  commissioners  reported  to  the  legislature, 
that,  in  their  opinion,  the  aggregate  tolls  would 
reach  the  sum  of  three  millions  of  dollars,  within  a' 
few  years  aftc-r  the  completion  of  the  enlargement. 
Without  attempting  to  speculate  upon  a point  so 
incapable  ot  demonstration,  it  is  sufficient  to  re- 
mark, that  every  opinion  admits  the  certainty  of  an 
increase  to  an  amount  that  will  be  adequate,  at 
some  future  period,  to  pay  the  interest  upon  the 
largest  sum  which  the  exigencies  of  the  state  re- 
quire, while  no  calculation  that  is  based  upon  the 
actual  increase  of  canal  tolls  during  the  last  three 
yoars-alone,  will  justify  the  prosecution  of  the  works 
now  in  progress  w’ilh  the  rapidity  which,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  legislature  of  1838,  was  warranted 
by  the  fallacious  estimates  of  the  canal  commission- 
ers. The  question  then  arises,  what,  under  these 
circumstances,  shall  be  the  policy  of  the  legislature. 

Waiving  in  this  place  the  consideration  of  remote 
consequences,  it  may  be  asserted  that  the  public  in- 
terest does  not  now  demand,  nor  would  the  immedi- 
ate welfare  of  the  people  admit,  the  abandonment  of 
the  system  of  interhal  improvement.  During  the  se- 
vere pressure  we  have  experienced,  the  industry  of 
the  citizen  has  been  stimulated,  and  the  wages  of 
labor,  the  prices  of  the  produce  of  the  earth  and  the 
value  of  property  have  been  sustained  by  expendi- 
tures in  the  prosecution  of  this  system.  The  sud- 
den arrest  of  such  expenditures,  and  the  discharge 
of  probably  ten  thousand  laborers,  now  employed 
upon  the  public  works,  at  a time  when  the  circula- 
tion of  money  in  otherdepartmeuts  of  business  is  so 


embarrassed  as  almost  to  have  ceased,  would  ex- 
tend throughout  the  whole  community,  and  with 
fearful  aggravation,  the  losses  and  sufferings  that 
as  yet  have  been  in  a great  measure  confined  to  the 
mercantile  class.  These  losses  and  sufferings  would 
fall  with  peculiar  severity  upon  the  agricultural  por- 
tion of  the  community,  because  the  laborers,  if  dis- 
charged, would  generally  seek  subsistence  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  instead  of  being  as  they  now  are, 
consumers  of  the  abundance  which  contributes  to 
produce  a depreciation  of  the  value  of  our  staple 
productions.  Nor  does  it  appear  that  our  fellow 
citizens  in  various  parts  of  the  state,  whose  desires 
for  the  advantages  of  internal  improvements  have 
been  so  intensely  excited  and  so  earnestly  express- 
ed, have  determined  to  forego  those  advantages,  be- 
cause precipitancy  has  characterized  the  past  ma- 
nagement of  public  affairs,  and  because  their  hopes, 
on  the  eve,  as  they  supposed,  of  being  realised,  have 
encountered  new  and  more  embarrassing  discou- 
ragements. 

The  policy  indicated  by  public  sentiment,  and 
demanded  by  the  circumstances  of  the  times  and 
the  condition  of  the  state,  is  to  retrench  the  expen- 
ditures upon  our  works  of  internal  improvement  and 
prosecute  the  system  with  moderation  and  econo- 
my. It  is  essential  not  only  to  the  rightful  action, 
but  to  the  stability  of  the  government,  that  the  will 
of  the  people,  when  clearly  expressed,  should  be 
obeyed  by  their  representatives.  This  principle  is 
peculiarly  important  in  relation  to  questions  of  re- 
venue and  expenditure.  Public  opinion  is,  more- 
over, manifestly  right.  The  existingand  anticipat- 
ed revenue  of  the  canal  must  be,  as  heretofore,  the 
basis  of  any  new  loans  which  the  legislature  shall 
see  fit  to  authorise,  since  taxation  for  purposes  of 
internal  improvement  deservedly  finds  no  advocate 
among  the  people.  These  revenues  have  been  dis- 
turbed in  the  general  derangement  of  pecuniary 
affairs,  and  cannot  now  be  the  basis  of  that  safe  cal- 
culation, without  which  it  is  hazardous  to  pledge, 
to  a great  extent,  the  credit  of  the  state.  Nor  can 
we  resist  the  evidence  that  the  credit  of  some  of  the 
states  is  less  firm  than  heretofore.  It  is  worthy, 
therefore,  of  serious  consideration,  whether  our  own 
might  not  be  impaired  by  offering  large  amounts  of 
stock  in  a market,  already  filled  with  Amarican  se- 
curities. It  is  doubted  whether  the  Erie  canal 
would  not  have  been  adequate  for  all  useful  purpo- 
ses if  the  scale  of  enlargement  had  been  much  less 
extensive  than  that  fixed  by  the  canal  board,  and 
it  is  certian  that  smaller  dimensions,  or  a more  tar- 
dy enlargement,  would  have  been  adopted,  bad  the 
estimate  of  the  canal  commissioners  presented  truly 
the  cost  o(  the  work.  You  will,  however,  find  the 
question  of  reducing  its  dimensions  embarrassed  by 
tlie  fact  that  about  one-half  of  the  work  has  been 
accomplished  or  put  under  contract. 

The  parts  of  the  work  which  are  peculiarly  ex- 
pensive are  (he  aqueducts  and  locks,  and  these 
have  engaged  the  early  attenlion  of  the  commis- 
sioners in  consequence  of  the  decay  of  the  old 
structures,  which  threatened  a suspension  of  na- 
vigation. It  19  evidently  impossible  now  to  secure, 
with  equal  expense  the  same  advantages  that  might 
have  been  obtained  by  adopting  a more  limited 
scale  of  enlargement  in  the  first  instance.  It  is, 
however,  respectfully  submitted  whether  it  would 
not  be  expedient  to  refer  the  plans  of  all  tile  works 
in  progress,  including  the  enlargement  of  the  Erie 
canal,  to  competent  engineers,  to  ascertain  what 
portions  of  the  same  may  be  delayed  without  det- 
riment to  the  public  interest,  and  what  expense 
may  be  saved  by  executing  other  portions  in  a 
manner  equally  effective  and  durable  but  more 
plain  and  economical  than  that  hitherto  pursued. 
It  seems  quite  certain  that  if  the  legislature  had 
enjoyed  the  services  of  a board  of  internal  improve- 
ment, including  competent  engineers,  no  such  de- 
lusive estimates  would  have  become  the  basis  of 
legislative  action.  I would  recommend  the  estab- 
lishment of  such  a board  as  one  of  the  fir3t  mea- 
sures for  retrieving  our  former  position.  For  the 
purpose  of  guarding  against  a dangerous  increase 
of  debt  and  tlie  possibility  of  taxation,  I respectfully 
recommend  that  all  issues  of  stock  shall  be  so  limit- 
ed that  the  interest  on  the  whole  debt  of  the  state 
shall  at  no  time  exceed  its  surplus  revenues,  and 
that  the  increase  of  those  revenues  be  relied  upon 
for  the  ultimate  extinguishment  of  the  debt.  The 
adoption  of  this  principle,  there  is  reason  to  believe, 
would  be  sustained  by  the  people,  and  would  place 
our  credit  upon  the  most  impregnable  ground.  Al- 
though its  effect  might  be  to  delay  for  a season  tile 
progress,  it  would  ensure  the  completion  of  those 
great  works  in  contemplation  in  different  parts  of 
the  state,  and  which  a very  large  portion  of  our 
citizens  continue  justly  to  regard  with  unabated 
interest. 

It  is  proposed  in  some  quarters  to  effect  the  ne- 
cessary retrenchment  by  discontinuing  the  Genesee 


Valiev  and  Black  River  canals,  and  by  abandoning 
such  of  the  auxiliary  canals  already  completed  as 
cannot,  by  increasing  the  rates  of  toll,  be  made  to 
yield  a revenue  equal  to  the  interest  on  the  cost  of 
their  construction.  It  might  well  be  doubled  whe- 
ther the  Genesee  Valley  and  Black  River  canals 
would  have  been  undertaken  thus  early  had  true 
estimates  of  their  cost  been  submitted  to  the  legis- 
lature, and  had  the  prospective  engagements  of  the 
state  been  truly  understood.  If  we  consider  the 
sacrifice  that  would  be  made  of  the  sums  already 
expended,  and  the  claims  for  damages  which  may 
reasonably  be  apprehended,  if  these  works  should 
be  discontinued,  such  a measure  would  be  as  ques- 
tionable on  the  ground  of  economy  as  it  is  objec- 
tionable on  principles  of  justice  to  the  large  portions 
of  the  state  interested  in  their  completion.  The 
value  of  property  in  their  vicinity  has  undoubtedly 
"really  increased,  business  has  adapted  itself  to  the 
facilities  they  have  created,  and  none  but  the  most 
disastrous  consequences  would  follow  their  aban- 
donment. 

The  construction  of  the  several  auxiliary  canals 
was  authorised  without  a confident  expectation  of 
immediate  revenue.  The  legislature  deemed  it  just 
to  equalize  the  advantages  of  internal  improvement 
by  means  of  important  lateral  works,  where  the  re- 
venues to  be  derived  from  them  directly,  and  their 
contributions  of  the  Erie  canal,  might  be  expected 
to  be  equivalent,  after  a reasonable  lapse  of  time,  to 
the  interest  upon  the  cost  of  their  construction.  It 
was  assumed,  also,  that  the  system  might  be  ex- 
tended, so  long  as  the  revenue  of  all  the  public 
works  should  be  found  sufficient  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  their  maintenance,  yield  a surplus  ade- 
quate to  pay  the  interest  upon  the  wjiole  debt  con- 
tracted for  their  construction,  and  eventually  dis- 
charge the  principal.  These  limits  have  been  ob- 
served in  the  construction  of  all  the  public  works 
which  have  been  completed,  although  fears  are  ex- 
pressed lest  they  may  be  passed  in  the  undertakings 
now'  in  progress.  There  would  therefore  be  gross 
injustice  in  abandoning  the  Oswego,  the  Cayuga 
and  Seneca,  the  Chemung,  the  Crooked  Lake  and 
the  Chanango  canals,  and  thus  visiting  upon  the 
regions  enriched  by  them  the  consequences  of  er- 
rors of  calculation  in  regard  to  works  undertaken 
subsequently  to  their  completion.  It  is  true  that 
each  of  these  canals,  consideied  separately  from 
the  Erie  canal,  yields  a revenue  insufficient  to  de- 
fray the  interest  on  its  cost. 

But  their  revenues  are  increasing,  and  their  de- 
ficiencies are  diminishing.  The  rates  of  toll  upon 
them  are  the  same  which  are  established  upon  the 
Erie  and  Champlain  canals.  Unless  an  universal 
law  oftrade  should  be  reversed,  their  business,  now 
insufficient,  and  consequently  their  revenue,  would 
be  diminished  by  raising  the  rates  of  toll.  A ruin- 
ous depreciation  of  property  in  the  regions  which 
they  traverse  would  inevitably  follow,  and  the  le- 
gislature would  soon  be  obliged  to  reconsider  a 
measure  of  such  questionable  policy  and  absolute 
injustice.  Nor  is  it  to  be  forgotten  that  these  works 
have  scarcely  as  yet  had  a fair  experiment.  The 
increase,  however,  in  the  revenue  of  the  Oswego 
canal  during  the  past  year,  justifies  the  belief  that 
it  will  soon  defray  the  interest  upon  its  cost.  The 
laws  authorising  the  construction  of  the  lateral  ca- 
nals, looked  forward  to  an  extension  of  their  trade 
by  connecting  them  with  similar  improvements  be- 
yond the  state.  However  distant  it  may  be,  that 
connection  must  eventually  take  place.  These  ca- 
nals will  then  no  longer  be  regarded  as  exhausting 
the  wealth  of  the  state.  Their  construction  will  be 
vindicated,  notonly  by  their  promotion  of  the  public 
prosperity,  but  also  by  their  liberal  contributions  to 
the  public  treasury. 

In  my  annual  message  at  the  last  session  of  the 
legislature,  I recommended  the  rapid  prosecution 
of  the  enlargement  of  the  Erie  canal.  I commend- 
ed also  to  favorable  consideration  the  New  York 
and  Erie  rail  road,  and  a rail  road  from  Lake  Chain- 
plain  to  the  St.  Lawrence,  as  works  of  great  public 
importance,  and  worthy,  if  they  could  not  be  other- 
wise speedily  accomplished,  of  being  constructed  at 
tlie  expense  of  the  state.  My  opinions  in  relation 
to  the  public  importance  of  these  and  all  other  im- 
provements commended  on  that  occasion  are  un- 
changed. I am  moreover  convinced  that  these  dif- 
ficulties, as  well  as  the  cost  of  these  improvements, 
have  been  as  greatly  exaggerated  as  their  probable 
revenues  have  been  undervalued,  and  the  just  claims 
of  the  portions  of  the  state  interested  in  their  con- 
struction have  been  overlooked.  It  is  no  longer 
doubtful  that  rail  roads  may  be  constructed  by  the 
state  as  suitably  as  canals,  and  that  the  public  con- 
venience requires  that  the  former  as  well  as  the 
latter  should  as  far  as  pnlcticable  be  controlled  by 
the  slate.  It  is  probably  unnecessary  to  remark, 
that  the  recommendations  then  submitted  to  the  le- 
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gislature  to  expedite  the  enlargement  of  the  Erie 
canal,  and  to  provide  for  the  immediate  completion 
of  the  works  before  mentioned,  proceeded  on  the 
assumption  of  the  substantial  correctness  of  the 
various  estimates  of  the  canal  commissioners,  which 
are  discovered  to  have  been  very  erroneous. 

Our  fellow  citizens  residing  in  the  portions  of  the 
state  which  will  be  traversed  by  the  rail  roads  be- 
fore mentioned,  are  alarmed  by  the  great  expense  of 
the  enlargement  of  the  Erie  canal,  while  those  in- 
terested in  the  accomplishment  of  the  latter  under- 
taking regard  with  disfavor  other  applications  for 
legislative  aid.  These  jealousies,  the  obvious  ten- 
dency of  which  is  the  disappointment  of  every 
claim  upon  the  public  munificence,  have  given  new 
confidence  to  the  opponents  of  all  improvements. — 

I cannot  doubt  that  your  views  and  policy  will  be 
comprehensive  and  magnanimous,  and  have  refer- 
ence not  to  local  or  temporary  interests,  but  to  the 
general  and  lasting  prosperity  of  the  state.  I con- 
fidently hope  that  the  unexpected  discovery  of  the 
extent  to  which  the  engagements  of  the  state  have 
been  carried  by  former  legislatures,  may  produce 
such  moderation  on  the  part  of  those  who  claim  to 
share  in  the  public  munificence,  such  concessions 
of  local  interests,  and  such  convictions  of  the  im- 
portance to  the  whole  state  of  the  improvement  of 
each  section,  as  to  enable  you  to  adopt  a plan  of 
fiscal  operations  which  will  reinvigorate  the  public 
credit,  and  effectually  secure  the  completion,  with- 
out unnecessary  delay,  of  each  of  the  important 
works  before  mentioned.  The  retardation  which 
has  become  necessary  ought  by  no  means  to  be  con- 
sidered as  an  abandonment  of  the  policy  of  inter- 
nal improvement.  It  is  the  fortune  of  enterprise  to 
encounter  obstacles  and  delay?  in  the  attainment  of 
even  demonstrable  results;  and  certainly  no  under- 
taking so  vast  as  our  system  of  internal  improve- 
ments was  ever  more  eminently  successful,  or  en- 
countered obstacles  less  serious  than  those  which 
now  check  its  prosecution. 

The  present  crisis  has  produced  renewed  oppo- 
sition to  the  entire  system.  It  is  boldly  denounced 
as  unconstitutional,  foreign  to  the  legitimate  sphere 
of  legislative  action,  destructive  to  the  liberties  of 
the  people,  and  ruinous  to  their  welfare.  The  spe- 
cious theory  is  promulgated,  that  the  duration  of 
national  existence  is  divisible  into  periods  corres- 
ponding with  generations  of  men,  and  that  the  state 
has  at  no  time  a right  to  undertake  the  construction 
of  works  which  will  leave  a charge  upon  a subse- 
quent generation,  It  is  a necessary  consequence 
of  these  principles,  that  the  entire  system  must  be 
abandoned,  and  that  the  obligations  assumed  in  its 
prosecution  may  be  cast  off  by  subsequent  genera- 
tions. Ttiese  principles  have  been  boldly  avowed, 
and  have  tended  to  impair  the  confidence  of  man- 
kind in  the  integrity  and  good  faith  of  the  people 
of  this  state,  but  they  derive  no  support  from  our 
history.  Reason  and  experience  teach  that  every 
human  society  has  a continuous  identity  suscepti- 
ble of  indefinite  prolongation  and  incapable  of  di- 
vision. 

The  citizen  of  every  state  feels,  as  it  has  been 
well  said,  that,  although  mortal  himself,  he  is  part 
of  a community  that  may,  and  he  hopes  will,  be 
perpetual.  He  is  conscious  that  every  important 
measure  of  government  in  which  he  may  be  en- 
gaged is,  in  some  degree,  the  result  of  causes  ante- 
rior to  his  own  existence,  and  may  be  productive 
not  only  of  consequences  immediately  affecting 
himself  and  his  contemporaries,  but  of  others  per- 
vading the  whole  state,  and  distant  as  its  dissolu- 
tion. The  daily  labors  of  life,  although  stimulated 
by  immediate  necessity,  are  cheered  by  the  expec- 
tation of  distant  good.  The  generous  efforts  of 
public  benefactors,  by  whose  inventions,  instruc- 
tions and  achievements,  our  race  has  been  raised 
from  the  savage  condition  through  every  imperfect 
social  state  to  the  freedom  and  dignity'of  self-go- 
vernment, have  always  been  directed  to  objects 
more  remote  than  those  of  immediate  or  personal 
advantage.  Benevolent  desires  for  the  welfare  of 
those  who  shall  succeed  us,  produced  not  onlv  in- 
dividual and  domestic  exertion,  but  social  action  in 
every  form  adapted  to  relieve  the  necessities  or 
promote  the  welfare  of  mankind. 

Animated  by  such  impulses,  and  aroused  to  such 
efforts  with  reference  to  distant  periods,  men  seem 
to  approximate  here  towards  the  dignity  of  charac- 
ter to  which  our  race  is  destined  in  a future  stale. 
The  susceptibility  to  such  impulses,  and  the  power 
of  making  such  efforts  are  among  the  strongest 
proofs  that  such  a state  awaits  us.  The  human 
heart  knows  few  passions  stronger  or  more  univer- 
sal than  the  desire  to  be  remembered  wtien  we  shall 
have  ceased  to  exist,  and  it  estimates  the  value  of 
fame  by  the  lapse  of  time  through  which  that  fame 
may  endure,  and  the  pAtion  of  the  earth  it  may 
pervade.  The  motives  and  achievements  of  the 
revolutionary  age  knew  no  such  miserable  bounds 


as  those  now  prescribed.  Our  national  indepen- 
dence was  sought  and  obtained  not  alone  for  those 
who  achieved  it,  nor  for  one  generation  only,  nor 
for  a narrow  cycle  of  years,  nor  for  any  period,  but 
for  all  generations  and  for  all  time.  Our  republi- 
can institutions  were  designed,  at  their  foundation, 
not  alone  for  three  millions  of  American  people, 
but  for  us  and  as  many  millions  as  shall,  in  all  times, 
rise  up  and  demand  their  protection.  No  citizen 
can  be  deprived  of  that  protection,  because  he  was 
not  of  the  generation  by  which  it  was  guaranteed, 
and  no  disloyal  citizen  can  excuse  his  delinquency 
by  pleading  a limitation  of  allegiance. 

In  the  great  struggle  for  independence,  the  inqui- 
ry was  not  raised,  what  generation  shall  sustain  the 
expense  of  the  conflict?  During  a period  of  almost 
sixty  years  occupied  in  paying  the  debt  which  was 
incurred  no  citizen  questioned  its  justice.  The 
principle,  of  internal  improvement  derives  its  exist- 
ence from  the  generous  impulses  of  the  revolutiona- 
ry age.  It  regards  the  future  welfare,  prosperity 
and  happiness  of  the  people.  Its  agency  is  every- 
where felt  to  be  salutary  in  encouraging  emigration, 
and  the  settlement  and  improvement  of  new  lands,  I 
in  augmenting  national  wealth,  in  promoting  agri- 
culture, commerce,  manufactures  and  the  diffusion 
of  knowledge,  and  in  strengthening  the  bonds  of  our 
national  union.  It  is  recited  in  the  Declaration  of 
Independence,  as  one  of  the  wrongs  committed' by 
the  king  of  England,  that  he  had  endeavored  to  pre- 
vent the  population  of  these  states,  and  for  that  pur- 
pose had  obstructed  the  laws  for  the  naturalization 
of  foreigners,  had  refused  to  pass  others  to  encou- 
rage their  migration  hither,  and  had  raised  the  con- 
ditions of  new  appropriations  of  lands.  The  father 
of  his  country  had  none  of  the  modern  scepticism 
when  in  his  first  message  to  congress  he  recom- 
mended a facilitation  of  the  intercourse  between 
distant  parts  of  the  country  by  a due  attention  to 
the  post  office  and  post  roads. 

The  population  of  the  United  States  wa3  confined 
for  almost  two  centuries  to  the  Atlantic  coast,  but 
the  mighty  mind  of  Washington  perceived  that  a 
region  far  more  extended,  fertile  and  salubrious,  lay 
beyond  the  borders  oftbe  thirteen  states;  that  inas- 
much as  the  sovereignty  of  the  union  was  distribut- 
ed among  the  cultivators  of  the  earth,  the  political 
power  of  the  government  would  find  a centre  in  that 
region;  that  if  the  natural  barriers  between  that  re- 
gion and  the  east  should  remain  unchanged,  the 
west  would  at  no  distant  period  cast  off  its  union 
with  the  inaiatime  states;  but  that  if  those  barriers 
could  be  surmounted  by  roads  and  pierced  by  ca- 
nals, connecting  its  inland  navigation  of  lakes  and 
rivers  with  tide  water,  the  wealth  and  population  of 
the  whole  country  would  be  vastly  increased,  and 
the  state  be  bound  in  an  indissoluble  union  of  inte- 
rest and  affections.  Imbued  with  these  sentiments, 
he  stopped  not  in  his  farewell  address  to  discuss  or 
to  recommend  his  favorite  policy,  but  boldly  predict- 
ed, as  a certain  event,  that  progressive  improvement 
of  interior  commnication  by  land  and  water,  the 
auspicious  results  of  which  are  only  just  beginning 
to  be  realized. 

It  is  a fact  as  interesting  as  it  is  instructive,  that 
the  solicitude  of  the  father  of  his  country  knew  no 
rest  after  the  achievement  of  her  independence,  but 
passed  directly  from  the  cares  of  that  greatstruggle 
to  the  greater  and  even  more  glorious  work  of 
strengtheningthe  union  of  the  states,  and  perpetuat- 
ing their  liberties.  In  1783,  immediately  after  the 
close  of  the  war,  he  proceeded  up  the  difficult  navi- 
gation of  the  Mohawk  to  Fort  Stanwix,  now  the 
site  of  the  town  of  Rome,  and  crossed  to  Wood 
creek  which  empties  into  Oneida  lakeand  affords  an 
imperfect  communication  with  Lake  Ontario.  The 
noble  and  patriotic  sentiments  inspired  by  his  ob- 
servations were  thus  expressed:  “Takinga  contem- 
plative and  extensive  view  of  the  vast  inland  navi- 
gation of  the  United  States,  I could  not  but  be  struck 
with  the  immense  diffusion  and  importance  of  it, 
and  with  the  goodness  of  that  Providence  who  had 
dealt  his  favors  to  us  with  so  profuse  a hand.  Would 
to  God  we  may  have  wisdom  to  improve  them!1’ 
The  connection  of  Lake  Ontario  with  the  Hudson 
by  perfect  canals,  instead  of  the  difficult  and  ob- 
structed navigation  of  the  Mohawk  and  Wood  creek, 
the  mingling  of  the  waters  of  Lake  Erie  with 
those  of  the  same  noble  river  by  means  of  a 
canal,  the  conversion  of  Fort  Stanwix  into  the 
centre  of  a constellation  of  cities  and  villages,  with 
all  the  consequent  benefits  of  these  improvements, 
reflect  additional  glory  upon  the  fame  of  Washing- 
ton, and  prove  that  the  efforts  of  Ihis  state  in  fulfil- 
ment of  his  noble  aspiration  have  been  crowned 
with  the  blessing  of  that  Great  Being  to  whom  it 
was  addressed. 

His  contemporary,  Jefferson,  one  of  the  most  sa- 
gacious of  American  statesmen,  as  well  as  one 
of  the  most  ardent  votaries  of  liberty,  pronounced 
roads,  canals  and  rivers  to  be  the  great  foundation 


of  national  prosperity  and  union,  and  recommended 
to  congress  the  policy  of  applying  the  surplus  re- 
venues arising  from  imposts  upon  luxuries  and  from 
the  sale  of  the  public  lands  to  the  great  purposes  of 
public  education,  the  improvement  of  the  naviga- 
tion of  rivers,  the  construction  of  roads  and  canals, 
and  such  other  objects  of  public  improvement  as  it 
might  be  thought  proper  to  add  to  the  constitutional 
enumeration  of  federal  powers;  operations  by  which , 
as  he  well  remarked,  new  channels  of  communica- 
tion would  be  opened  between  the  states,  the  lines 
of  their  separation  would  disappear,  their  interests 
would  be  identified,  and  their  union  cemented  by 
newT  and  indissoluble  ties. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  none  of  the  distin- 
guished founders  of  American  liberty  stopped  to 
calculate  the  question  of  revenue  when  they  re- 
commended this  enlightened  policy,  designed  to  in- 
crease the  prosperity  and  cement  the  union  of  the 
states.  The  distinction  betw’een  internal  improve- 
ments and  measures  of  public  defence,  upon  the 
ground  that  the  former  cannot  rightfully  be  carried 
on  with  the  revenues  of  the  state  or  the  use  of  its 
.credit  as  the  latter,  is  a refinement  of  modern  times. 
The  statesmen  of  the  revolution  evidently  regarded 
free  intercommunication  as  one  of  the  means  of  na- 
tional defence. 

Had  it  been  then  understood,  as  is  now  asserted, 
that  internal  improvement  is  a departure  from  the 
ligitimate  power  of  government,  the  opposition  of 
the  British  king  to  emigration  and  his  raising  the 
conditions  of  new  appropriation  of  lands,  would 
have  found  no  reprobation  in  the  Declaration  of 
Independence,  and  the  improvement  of  roads  and 
rivers  at  the  public  expense  would  not  subsequent- 
ly' have  obtained  an  equal  place  with  the  promotion 
of  education  in  the  executive  recommendations  of 
Washington  and  Jefferson.  No  such  absurdity  was 
then  conceived  as  the  proposition,  that  while  a na- 
tion may  employ  its  revenue  and  credit  in  carry- 
ing on  war,  in  suppressing  sedition,  and  in  punish- 
ing crime,  it  cannot  employ  the  same  means  to 
avert  the  calamities  of  war,  provide  for  the  public 
security,  prevent  sedition,  improve  the  public  mo- 
rals, and  increase  the  general  happiness. 

All  the  questions  now  raised  were  deliberately 
and  decisively  settled  in  the  adoption  of  the  policy 
of  internal  improvement  by  this  state  in  1837.  The 
estimated  cost  of  the  Erie  and  Champlain  canals 
was  six  millions  of  dollars,  and  the  whole  sum  w'as 
required  to  be  expended  within  seven  years.  The 
revenues  of  the  state  were  at  that  time  inadequate 
to  defray  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  government 
without  a resort  to  direct  taxation.  In  this  emer- 
gency the  only  question  raised,  was  upon  the  ability 
of  the  state,  not  upon  its  right  to  employ  its  credit. 
Unconscious  of  their  resources,  the  people  of  this 
state  alternately'  appealed  to  the  federal  govern- 
ment for  its  all  sufficient  aid,  and  tendered  to  other 
states  a munificent  participation  in  the  fruits,  as  an 
inducement  to  them  to  share  the  risks  of  the  enter- 
prise. 

Notwithstanding  the  failure  of  both  appeals,  no 
opponent  was  encouraged  to  inculcate,  as  is  now’ 
profanely  held  forth,  that  the  attempt  to  overcome 
the  physical  barriers  to  intercourse  between  the 
different  regions  of  the  state  was  ail  encroachment 
upon  the  Divine  prerogative.  It  was  resolved  on 
the  contrary,  that  whether  the  great  enterprise  was 
regarded  with  a view  to  commerce  and  finance,  or 
on  the  more  extensive  scale  of  policy,  it  would 
evince  a want  of  wisdom  and  almost  of  piety'  not  to 
employ,  for  public  advantage,  those  means  which 
Providence  has  placed  so  completely  within  their 
power.  They  looked  into  futurity  and  attentively 
listened  Cor  the  warning  which  it  might  send  forth, 
hut  far  from  hearing,  as  is  now  insanely  imagined, 
the  cries  and  curses  of  unborn  millions,  and  the 
maledictions  of  their  own  decendants,  they  were 
cheered  on  by  voices  which  assured  them  that  their 
young  and  enterprising  state  would  soon  be  with- 
out a rival,  that  the  commerce  of  half  a world  would 
be  hers,  that  posterity  would  bless  forever  those 
who  should  commence  and  prosecute  the  great  en- 
terprise to  its  consummation,  and  that  contempora- 
ries would  vindicate  its  chief  defender  against  the 
assaults  of  his  enemies. 

It  was  then  asserted,  as  dogmatically  as  it  is  now', 
that  taxation  and  ruin  would  be  the  consequences  of 
internal  improvement,  and  estimates  of  revenue,  the’ 
correctness  of  which  time  has  already  triumphantly 
vindicated,  were  denounced  as  vifeionaiy  and  chi- 
merical. Phantoms  of  debt  were  then,  as  now  con- 
jured up  to  an  aggregate  of  boundless  millions  and 
ingeniously  apportioned  among  the  citizens,  as  such 
debts  now  are,  by  imaginary  assessments  according 
to  the  latest  census  of  the  state. 

Notwithstanding  all  these  discouragements,  the 
work  was  undertaken,  stocks  were  issued  redeema- 
ble by  a subsequent  generation,  and  revenues  then 
existing,  revenues  created  for  the  purpose,  and  re- 
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venues  anticipated  from  the  works  to  be  construct- 
ed, were  all  devoted  to  the  payment  oi'  the  interest 
and  the  extinguishment  ol  the  debt.  In  1821,  the 
people,  by  their  representatives,  assembled  to  revise 
their  constitution.  The  canals  were  still  unfinished, 
and  their  results  uncertain. 

Yet  no  such  absurdity  was  proclaimed  as  that  of 
excluding  internal  improvement  from  the  Subjects 
of  legislative  action,  nor  was  the  dishonest  sugges- 
tion of  repudiating  the  public  debt  for  a moment 
entertained.  On  the  contrary,  all  that  had  been 
done  was  approved,  and  the  convention,  with  inte- 
grity characteristic  of  a just,  generous  and  enlight- 
ened people,  incorporated  into  the  constitution  the 
pledges  which  had  been  given  by  the  legislature  to 
the  public  creditor,  and  made  them  thenceforth  and 
forever  a part  of  the  organic  law  of  the  state. 
These  pledges  have  been  sacredly  preserved.  Am- 
ple funds,  received  from  the  revenues  originally  de- 
voted to  the  enterprise,  have  accumulated  and  been 
set  apart  for  the  payment  of  the  debt,  although  the 
day  lor  linal  payment  has  not  yet  arrived,  and  I hose 
funds  now  await  the  public  creditor,  a rebuke  to 
terrorists  who  predicted  eternal  taxation. 

The  construction  of  such  works  by  associations 
incorporated  by  the  legislature  is  denounced  as  no 
less  unconstitutional  and  dangerous  than  their  pro- 
secution by  the  state,  and  a stranger  to  our  institu- 
tions would  suppose,  from  the  violence  with  which 
all  such  associations  are  assailed,  that  they  are  in- 
novations upon  well  settled  principles  of  govern- 
ment. The  opponents  of  internal  improvement 
object  to  its  prosecution  by  the  general  government, 
by  the  state  governments,  or  by  incorporations,  and 
would  leave  it  to  be  carried  on  only  by  individual 
enterprise  and  with  private  capital.  It  is  manifest 
that  as  there  are  no  private  fortunes  among  us  ade- 
quate to  such  enterprises,  the  exclusion  of  legisla- 
tive action  and  that  of  corporations,  would  be 
equivalent  to  a prohibition  of  the  system.  Such 
associations  had  their  origin  in  the  necessities  of  a 
scanty  population,  dispersed  over  a broad  territory, 
requiring  extensive  improvements  and  yet  enjoying 
wealth — limited  indeed,  but  distributed  with  great 
equality.  They  are  found  upon  that  principle  of 
social  labor  which  always  obtains  in  the  settlement 
of  new  countries.  Since  it  is  always  their  design 
to  invite  emigration  and  stimulate  business,  rather 
than  to  provide  comforts  or  facilities  for  a popula- 
tion already  dense,  their  work  are  not  unl’requently 
profitless. 

They  are  to  be  considered  rather  as  agents  in 
equalizing  and  rendering  available  the  contributions 
ol  individuals  for  the  public  benefit,  than  as  mono- 
polies of  wealth.  The  same  principle  and  form  of 
association  are  adopted  by  every  other  department. 
Our  manufactures  are  carried  on  by  similar  agen- 
cies, and  our  colleges,  our  public  charities,  and  even 
our  religious  societies,  are  corporations.  Their 
agency  has  always  been  employed  in  constructing 
works  not  deemed  of  sufficient  importance  to  war 
rant  their  assumption  bv  the  state,  and  yet  of  too 
great  magnitude  to  be  constructed  by  individuals 
When  the  necessities  of  the  country  were  greatest, 
their  agency  was  most  freely  employed  and  encou- 
raged by  the  most  liberal  charters.  As  those  ne- 
cessities diminish,  they  are  properly  regarded  with 
greater  jealousy,  and  the  powers  and  privileges  con- 
ferred upon  them  are  more  caretully  restricted. 
Those  who  unite  in  such  associations  under  the 
sanction  of  law  for  purposes  of  public  improve 
ment,  necessarily  incur  the  censure  ot  others  who 
happilv  excuse  themselves  from  every  contribution 
or  sacrifice  for  the  public  welfare,  upon  the  ground  I 
of  their  objections  to  the  prevailing  iorms  in  which  j 
such  contributions  and  sacrifices  are  made.  But; 
they  may  otter  in  extenuation  of  their  error,  that 
the  sublime  repose  of  the  father  of  bis  country  was 
occupied  with  the  plans  of  internal  improvement 
which  were  to  be  carried  out  by  means  of  similar 
agencies,  and  that  even  be  did  not  deem  it  deroga- 
tory to  his  fame  or  patriotism  to  be  the  president 
of  a canal  company,  after  having  won  the  highest 
honors  of  the  republic. 

The  policy  of  loaning  tile  credit  of  the  state  to 
such  associations  is  condemned  with  unmeasured 
severity,  and  you  w ill  be  required  from  some  quar- 
ters to  repeal  all  the  laws  by  which  such  loans 
have  been  authorised.  This  policy  had  its  origin 
in  1827,  ami  was  thus  explained  and  defended  in 
1321)  by  the  distinguished  citizen  who  then  filled 
the  executive  chair  of  this  state,  and  nowr  adminis- 
ters the  government  of  the  United  States.  In  his 
annual  message  to  the  legislature  he  observed, 
“it  will  doubtless  be  attentively  considered  bow- 
far  the  public  burthensarising  from  the  construc- 
tion of  works  of  internal  improvement  may  be  re- 
lieved,  and  the  efforts  of  the  state  judiciously  aided 
by  the  encouragement  of  individual  associations  for 
the  same  purpose.  The  leading  case  in  which  this 
policy  has  of  late  years  been  adopted,  was  that  of 


the  Delaware  and  Hudson  canal  company.  It  gives 
me  sincere  pleasure  to  be  able  to  inform  you  that 
it  has  in  this  instance  been  crowned  with  the  most 
cheering  success.  The  cost  of  this  canal  is  said  lo 
have  been  one  million  eight  hundred  and  seventy- 
live  thousand  dollais,  and  of  that  sum  five  hundred 
thousand  dollars  have  been  obtained  upon  tile  credit 
of  the  state,  which  bolds  for  its  security  the  first  lien 
upon  the  canal.  There  is  no  reason  lo  apprehend 
the  slightest  loss  or  inconvenience  from  the  measure 
adopted  to  assist  the  company.  How  far  you  can, 
consistently  with  other  claims  upon  your  favor,  ex- 
tend the  relief  they  ask,  will,  I am  confident,  re- 
ceive an  impartial  and  just  examination  and  deci- 
sion at  your  bands.” 

An  addtional  loan  of  the  credit  of  the  state  to  the 
Delaware  and  Hudson  canal  company  to  the  amount 
of  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  followed  this 
recommendation.  The  policy  has  been  further  car- 
ried out  bj'  loans  to  rail  road  companies.  Capital  to 
an  amount  equal  to  the  sum  lor  which  the  credit  of 
the  stale  is  pledged  has  been  derived  from  Europe. 
Upon  the  inducement  held  out  by  the  legislature,  it 
has  been  paid  to  citizens  of  this  state  and  expended 
by  them  in  the  construction  of  works  of  internal 
improvement  with  a view  to  the  profit  of  our  citi- 
zens, and  the  improvement  and  advancement  of  por- 
tions of  the  country  which  have  not  participated 
equally  with  other  regions  in  the  benefits  of  works 
constructed  by  the  state,  I will  not  stop  to  present 
the  ruinous  effects  which  a repeal  of  the  laws  in 
question  would  visit  at  this  crisis  upon  the  prospe- 
rity  of  the  state.  If  to  maintain  the  public  faith 
inviolate  it  were  necessary  to  argue  from  the  incon- 
veniences which  would  result  from  its  violation, 
that  faith  would  not  be  worth  defending. 

The  people  of  the  state  are  intelligent  and  en- 
lightened, their  legislature  is  elected  by  their  free 
and  universal  suffrage;  ami  they  understand  fully 
the  measures  discussed  at  the  capital,  and  their  con- 
stitution secures  accountability  by  bringing  before 
them  at  short  and  stated  periods  their  representa- 
tives in  every  department.  It  is  among  the  happy 
results  of  American  constitutions,  that  the  people 
have  proved  themselves  more  watchful  in  the  guar- 
dianship of  the  public  treasury,  more  enlightened  in 
the  selection  of  objects  of  public  munificence,  and 
more  scrupulous  in  the  discharge  of  national  obli- 
gations, than  those  who  have  administered  any  other 
lonn  of  government.  It  is  not  from  such  a people 
that  a violation  of  public  faith  is  lo  be  apprehended. 
The  proposition  to  repeal  these  laws,  if  made  at  any 
other  time,  would  have  passed  at  any  other  time  un- 
noticed; but  when  presented  at  a crisis  like  the  pre- 
sent, it  seems  to  proceed  from  a perverseness  of 
moral  sentiment,  the  very  recklessness  of  which  is 
ordained  by  a wise  Providence  as  the  most  effectual 
security  against  its  evil  designs. 

Within  the  period  of  twenty-three  years,  which 
has  elapsed  since  the  adoption  of  the  policy  of  in- 
ternal improvement,  the  following  works  have  been 
completed,  and  are  now  in  successful  operation. — 
The  Erie  canal,  connecting  the  Hudson  river  at 
Troy  and  Albanv  with  Lake  Erie  at  Buffalo,  371 
miles  long;  the  Champlain  canal,  connecting  the 
same  noble  river  at  tiie  same  points,  with  Lake 
Champlain  at  Whitehall,  79  miles;  the  Oswego  ca- 
nal connecting  the  Erie  canal  at  Syracuse  with  Lake 
Ontario  at  Oswego,  33  miles;  Cayuga  and  Seneca  ca- 
nal, opening  a navigation  from  the  lakes  thus  named 
to  the  Erie  canal  at  Montezuma,  23  miles;  Delaware 
and  Hudson  canal,  from  Rondout  on  the  Hudson  to  the 
Delaware  river,  81  miles,  and  continued  by  rail  road 
to  the  coal  beds  of  Pennsylvania;  the  Crooked  Lake 
j canal  connecting  the  Crooked  lake  with  the  Sene- 
ca lake,  and  thus  with  the  Erie  canal,  8 miles;  the 
Chemung  canal,  connecting  the  Chemung  river  at 
Elmira  with  the  Seneca  lake,  and  thus  with  (lie 
Erie  canal,  28  miles,  with  an  extension  to  Corning, 
16  miles;  Ihe  Chenango  canal  connecting  the  Sus- 
quehanna river  at  Binghampion  with  the  Erie  canal  at 
Utica,  97  miles;  a continuous  line  of  rail  road  from 
Albany  to  Auburn,  170  miles;  a similar  line  fiom 
Lockport  to  Lewistown  and  Bulialo,  47  miles;  a rai 
road  from  Rochester  to  Batavia,  35  miles;  a rai 
road  from  Schenectady  to  Saratoga  Springs.  21  miles; 
a rail  road  from  Troy  to  Ballston  Spa,  25  miles;  ; 
rail  road  from  New  York  lo  Harlem,  8 miles;  a rai 
road  from  Brooklyn  to  Hicksville,  on  Long  Island, 
27  miles;  a rail  road  from  the  termination  of  the 
west  branch  of  the  Chemung  canal  to  the  Tioga  rail 
road  in  Pennsylvania,  14  miles;  a rail  road  crossing 
the  ridge  between  the  Susquehanna  at  Oswego  and 
the  Cayuga  lake  at  I tinea,  29  miles;  and  a rail  road 
from  the  line  of  Massachusetts  at  West  Stockbridge 
to  the  city  of  Hudson,  30  miles. 

These  works  constitute  the  internal  improve- 
ments which  have  been  made  in  this  state,  exclu- 
sive of  turnpike,  Macadam  and  common  roads. — 
They  collectively  exhibit  756  miles  of  canals  and 
406  miles  of  rail  roads.  Ail  the  canals  except  the 


Delaware  and  Hudson  were  constructed  by  the  state 
and  all  the  rail  roads  together  with  f lie  Delaware 
and  Hudson  canal,  were  built  bj  incorporated  asso- 
ciations. From  the  various  acts  by  which  their  con- 
struction was  directed  or  authorised,  the  following 
principles  mav  be  deduced  as  settled  in  the  policy 
of  the  state.  That  it  is  not  only  right,  but  the  boun- 
den  duty  of  the  legislature  to  adopt  measures  for 
overcoming  physical  obstructions  to  trade  and  com- 
merce in  this  state,  and  for  furnishing  to  each  region 
as  far  as  reasonably  practicable,  facilities  of  access 
to  the  great  commercial  emporium  of  the  union,  for- 
tunately located  within  our  own  borders;  that  what- 
ever contributes  to  increase  the  prosperity  of  the 
c i ty  of  New  York  is  benelicial  to  every  part  of  the 
state:  that  it  is  of  paramount  importance  to  provide 
such  channels  and  thoroughfares,  as  will  render  tri- 
butary the  trade  of  other  i-tates,  and  especially  that 
of  the  territory  bordering  on  the  shores  of  the  great 
western  lakes;  that  it  is  just  and  wise  to  equalize  the 
advantages  of  internal  improvements  by  i lie  con- 
struction of  auxiliary  or  lateral  works  as  far  as  the 
physical  formation  of  the  country  and  a judicious 
use  of  the  public  funds  will  permit;  that  ihe  legisla- 
ture may  direct  the  construction  of  such  woiks  at 
the  expense  of  the  state,  or  authorise  their  construc- 
tion by  associations,  and  may  aid  them  by  loa/is  of 
the  credit  of  (lie  state  upon  condition  of  perfect  in- 
demnity; that  taxation  for  purposes  of  internal  im- 
provement must  necessaiily  be  unequal,  and  would 
become  oppressive;  that  the  system  can  be  carried 
on  to  the  full  extent  of  the  exigencies  oftlie  state  with 
a judicious  use  of  the  revenues  to  be  derived  from 
the  public  works  themselves;  and  that  it.  must  at  no 
time  be  so  far  extended  as  to  hazard  the  necessity  of 
taxation  to  pay  the  interest  or  principal  of  the  debt 
created  for  that  purpose. 

Let  us  next  inquire  what  has  been  (he  financial 
results  of  this  policy,  so  far  as  it  has  been  curried  in 
Ihe  construction  of  works  already  completed.  The 
cost  of  all  the  completed  public  works  has  been 
$12,072,032  25,  which  sum  was  bon  owed  cliir  fiy  at 
5 percent.  Of  Ibis  amount,  excluding  the  Erie  and 
Champlain  canal  debt,  for  the  payment  of  which  a 
fund  has  been  accumulated  and  been  set  apart,  them 
remains  unpaid  the  sum  ol  $3,476,839  66,  which  is 
not  yet  due.  The  surplus  revenue  from  Hip  canals 
during  the  last  year,  was  $1,067,302  74.  This  re- 
venue is  sufficient  lo  pay  the  balance  ol  the  debt  for 
their  construction,  with  interest  thereon,  in  less  than 
four  years)  and  is  equal  annually  to  almost  nine  per 
cent,  fipo yi  the  entire  cost  of  all  the  canals.  It  is 
surely  not  unworthy  of  consideration,  that  these  re- 
sults have  been  attained  with  the  use  of  capital 
which  otherwise  would  not  have  reached  our  shores. 
Nor  ought  it  be  forgotten,  that  the  policy  has  also 
called  into  action  associated  capital  to  the  amount  of 
nine  millions  of  dollars,  w hich  has  been  expended  in 
the  construction  of  public  improvements,  bv  which 
the  value  of  agricultural  productions  has  been  sus- 
tained, labor  encouraged,  industry  stimulated  in  all 
its  departments,  ana  new  facilities  of  communication 
opened  in  various  parts  of  the  state. 

But  how  unimportant  is  the  increase  in  the  reve- 
nues of  the  government,  compared  with  the  more  ex- 
tensive, commercial,  agricultural  and  political  re- 
sells affecting  the  condilion  of  (he  people  of  this 
state.  The  navigable  waters  of  the  stare  open  to  di- 
rect commerce  vvilh  the  city  of  New  York  in  1817 
scarcely  exceeded  three  hundred  miles  in  len°-lh.— 
If  is  less  than  forty  years  since  Quebec  was^gene- 
l all v regarded  as  the  destined  marts  ot  the  northern 
regions  of  this  state,  and  Baltimore  and  New  Orleans 
confidently  anticipated  Ihe  trade  of  onr  southwestern 
frontier.  The  commerce  of  the  state  has  now  its 
wharves  on  the  shores  of  her  lakes,  rivers  and 
bays,  along  an  extent  of  twelve  hundred  miles,  t0 
which  must  be  added  four  hundred  miles  of  canals  in 
other  states  and  three  thousand  miles  of  lake  coast 
accessable  through  our  artiefial  channels.  By 
means  of  these  improvements,  the  advantages  bf 
navigable  communication  with  the  city  of"  New 
York,  have  been  distributed  over  a territory  of  I wen - 
ty-five  thousand  square  miles,  equal  to  one-half  of 
the  surface  oftlie  state,  and  already  sustaining  more 
than  one-half  of  its  population.  Their  effect  in 
equalizing  the  local  advantages  of  Ihe  different  por- 
tions of  the  state  is  proved  by  the  facts  that  the 
average  population  per  square  mile  of  Ihe  regions 
thus  opened  to  commercial  intercourse  is  forty-embr 
while  that  of  the  regions  not  thus  accommodated  is 
only  seven.  Buffalo  and  Osewego,  Bingham,, ton 
and  Elmira,  which  nature  seemed  to  haie  excluded 
from  commerce  with  New  York,  now  enjoy  greater 
facilities  of  access  than  Utica  did  before  theYanals 
were  made;  and  Chicago,  a thousand  miles  distant 
exchanges  her  productions  for  the  merchandise  of 
the  same  city  at  less  expense  and  with  less  delay 
than  Oswego  could  have  done  at  the  same  period. 

The  wheat  of  Chafanque  county,  on  the  bordernf 
the  state,  displaces  that  staple  on  the  shore?  of  th» 
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Hudson;  and  Orange  and  Duchess  cheerfully  relin- 
quish its  culture  lor  the  more  profitable  agriculture 
required  to  furnish  the  daily  supplies  of  a great  city. 
Lumber  from  Tompkins  and  Chemung,  and  ship 
timber  from  Grand  Island,  supply  the  wants  of  the 
city  of  New  York.  Iron  from  the  banks  of  the  Au 
Sable  is  exchanged  tor  the  salt  of  Onondaga1.  The 
gypsum  of  Madison  and  Cayuga  fertilizes  the  fields 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  coal  of  that  state  is  moving 
to  supply  the  place  of  the  forests  ol  the  west.  Tail 
roads  have  immeasurably  increased  the  facilities  of 
intercourse  and  expedited  the  transmission  of  intel- 
ligence. Political  influence  and  power  are  distri- 
buted among  the  cultivators  of  the  earth,  and  our 
state,  from  an  inferior  position,  has  risen  rapidly  to 
unquestioned  ascendancy  in  the  union.  The  clouds 
which  so  often  rise  over  the  commercial  cities  of 
Europe,  cannot  cast  a permanent  gloom  over  the 
prosperity  of  a state,  which  according  to  the  senti- 
ment ot  Jefferson,  has  wisely  secured  herself  by  the 
improvement  of  roads,  canals,  rivers,  education  and 
tile  other  great  foundations  of  national  prosperity 
and  union.  A people  thus  enriched  will  not  aban- 
don the  system  to  which  they  owe  their  wealth,  be- 
cause the  agents  by  whom  it  has  been  conducted 
may  have  erred  or  been  unfaithful;  nor  will  they  be 
stopped  in  their  career  by  obstacles  which  time 
must  diminish  and  enterprise  will  overcome. 

The  prudence,  moderation  and  economy  which 
are  now  recommended,  will  only  reinvigorate  our 
energies  and  confirm  our  ability  to  prosecute  this 
system  unlii  every  part  of  the  state  shall  enjoy  its 
inestimable  advantages.  The  pressure  which  lias 
fallen  upon  the  country  cannot  long  continue.  No 
commercial  fluctuations  here  or  abroad  can  perma- 
nently repress  the  enterprise  of  the  people,  or  check 
Hie  progress  of  the  state  in  wealth  and 'population. 
O n r canal  revenues  improve  even  under  the  most 
adverse  circumstances,  and  although  they  may  be 
stinted  in  their  increase  for  one  year  or  for  two 
years,  they  will  soon  regain  their  progressive  power. 

Unlike  other  communities,  this  state  borrows  no 
money  for  purposes  of  war  or  defence,  to  pay  sala- 
ries or  pensions,  or  the  interest  or  principal  of  for- 
mer loan,  or  even  to  endow  institutions  of  learning, 
benevolence  or  religion.  Her  income  is  sufficient 
for  her  wants,  without  taxation:  the  value  of  her 
productive  property  is  double  the  debt  sire  owes;  her 
surplus  income  is  double  the  interest  she  is  required 
to  pay:  and  the  revenues  derived  from  her  canals,  if 
judiciously  managed,  will  be  adequate  to  every  en- 
terprise which  the  interests  of  the  people  shall  de- 
mand. 

The  rapidity  with  which  the  system  of  internal 
improvements  shall  be  prosecuted,  and  consequent- 
ly the  period  at  which  its  full  advantages  shall  be 
realized,  depend  not  altogether  upon  the  legislature. 
The  federal  government  holds  in  trust  for  the  slates 
about  a thousand  millions  ot  acres  of  land,  the  value 
of  which,  at  the  lowest  government  price,  is  one 
dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre.  This  im- 
mense domain,  the  property  of  the  states,  wasceded 
by  them  to  the  general  government,  as  their  trustee 
for  their  common  interest  and  benefit.  In  1790, 
congress  very  properly  lodged  the  avails  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  for  the  payment  of  the  national  debt.  That 
debt  has  been  discharged.  The  revenues  which  the 
federal  government  derives  from  imports  should  be 
sufficient  for  all  its  expenses,  and  that  government 
lias  no  legitimate  right  to  use  the  proceeds  of  the 
public  lauds.  It  neither  constructs  works  of  inter- 
nal improvement  nor  establishes  systems  of  educa- 
tion. Tile  state  governments  are  charged  with  these 
responsibilities,  and  with  the  regulation  of  their  own 
municipal  affairs.  The  sum  which  has  been  i eeeiv- 
ed  into  the  federal  treasury  from  the  spies  of  lands 
exceeds  fifty  millions  of  dollars.  A bill  passed  both 
houses  of  congress  making  a distribution  ot  tiiese 
proceeds,  but 'was  lost  for  want  of  the  executive  ap- 
proval. The  proportion  of  these  avails  which  equi- 
tably belongs  to  tiris  state  would  relieve  her  from 
the  necessity  of  delaying  or  postponing  the  prosecu- 
tion of  any  one  of  the  public  works  already  under- 
taken and  would  enable  her  to  assume  _ others  in 
which  her  citizens  have  engaged.  Her  interest  in 
the  immense  domain  remaining  unsold  as  a resource 
which  would  enable  her  to  extend  her  improvements 
until  no  dwelling  within  her  borders  shall  be  distant 
more  than  fifteen  miles  from  means  ot  rapid  com- 
munication. 

New  York  need  not  solicit  the  federal  government, 
as  is  proposed  in  some  quarters,  to  assume  or  guran- 
tee  the  payment  of  the  debts  of  the  several  states, 
upon  a pledge  of  the  public  lands.  Her  credit  needs 
no  such  extraneous  support,  and  her  enterprise  might 
be  crippled  by  the  nation’s  guaranty  of  the  credit  of 
other  states,  upon  whose  legislation  she  can  have 
po  check.  Her  interest  is  the  common  interest  of 
all  the  slates.  Her  prosperity  is  indissolubly  con- 
nected with  theirs.  Her  works  of  internal  improve- 
ment, magnificent  as  they  may  be,  will  nevertheless 


only  constitute  a part  of  that  great  system  which 
the  enlightened  mind  of  Washington  foresaw  would 
open  channels  to  the  Atlantic  coast  for  the  produc- 
tions of  the  west,  and  bind  the  states  in  indissoluble 
bonds  of  affection  and  interest.  Her  prosperity  is 
increased  by  all  that  advances  that  of  any  of  her  sis- 
ter states,  and  she  suffers  soon  and  severely  every 
calamity  that  falls  upon  them.  She  learns  with  sur- 
prise from  the  annual  message  of  the  president  of 
the  United  States,  that  although  the  federal  govern- 
ment has  unlimited  possession  of  the  imposts  upon 
foreign  commerce,  and  derives  fifteen  million  annu- 
ally Irom  the  city  of  New  York  alone,  its  revenues 
from  that  source  are  deemed  insufficient  for  its  or- 
dinary expenditures.  She  hears  with  astonishment 
Ihe  suggestion  made  by  the  president,  in  violation 
of  every  principle  of  enlightened  economy,  of  mag- 
nanimous policy,  and  of  the  established  and  often 
recognized  conditions  of  the  trust  to  consume  the 
revenues  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  public  domain 
for  the  ordinary  purposes  of  government,  and  thus 
prodigallj'  waste,  in  temporary  and  often  needless 
and  extravagant  expenditures,  the  richest  inheritance 
that  providence  ever  bestowed  upon  any  people. 

The  canals  of  this  state  have  opened  the  way  for 
emigration  to  that  domain,  have  furnished  facilities 
for  the  transportation  of  its  productions,  have  im- 
measurably enhanced  its  value,  and  thus  have  great- 
ly contributed  to  increase  the  revenues  which  it  has 
poured  into  the  national  treasury.  She  may,  there- 
fore, with  peculiar  justice  demand  a dividend  of 
those  revenues,  and  a partition  of  the  national  do- 
main. The  wants  of  many  of  the  states  will  induce 
a more  favorable  consideration  of  a policy  so  emi- 
nently enlightened,  just  and  equal,  and  it  cannot  be 
reasonably  doubted  that  the  voice  of  the  people  of 
this  state,  if  clearly,  expressed  in  its  favpr,  would 
meet  with  a hearty  response  from  every  part  of  the 
union.  It  is  demanded  not  only  upon  the  grounds 
of  justice  and  financial  expediency,  but  by  consider- 
tions  deeply  affecting  the  public  liberty  and  the 
maintenance  of  our  institutions,  since  the  possession 
of  this  domain,  and  the  control  of  the  large  revenue 
derived  from  it,  cannot  fail  to  increase  the  prepon- 
derance of  the  federal  government. 

The  cursory  view  which  has  been  taken  of  the 
condition  of  the  state  and  the  measures  requiring 
your  consideration,  was  perhaps  unnecessary  to  pro- 
duce a conviction  that  you  have  been  called  to  your 
high  trusts  at  a period  when  you  will  be  embarras- 
sed by  extraordinary  difficulties,  and  when  your  dis- 
charge of  those  trusts  will  be  regarded  with  great 
solicitude.  It  is  not  a time  to  aggrevate  existing 
evils  by  sudden  arid  violent  changes  of  policy,  bold 
experiments,  or  rash  improvements.  The  imme- 
diate welfare  of  the  people  and  their  permanent  pros- 
perity will  be  better  promoted  by  a steady  adlier- 
ance  to  the  settled  policy  of  the  slate,  with  economy 
and  relrenchraent  in  its  prosecution,  and  by  the  pre- 
servation of  institutions  intimately  connected  with 
the  policy  and  with  the  various  individual  interests 
ot  our  fellow  citizens.  Nor  ought  we  to  forget  that 
the  counsels  of  government  are  ineffectual  to  pro- 
mote the  common  welfare,  if  they  are  not  guided  by 
that  sense  of  dependence  upon  divine  favor,  which 
the  remembrance  of  past  blessings  is  so  well  calcu- 
lated to  inspire.  WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Albany,  January 'Wi,  1840. 

REPORT  FROM  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE 
NAVY. 

Navy  department,  November  30,  1839. 

Sir:  In  tile  performance  of  a duty  annually  de- 
volving on  this  department,  I have  the  honor  to 
submit  the  following  report: 

The  squadron  now  employed  in  the  Mediterra- 
nean comprises  the  Ohio  ship  of  the  line,  the  frigate 
Brandywine,  and  the  sloop  of  war  Cyane — the  whole 
commanded  by  commodore  Isaac  Hull.  No  inter- 
ruption to  our  commerce  has  occurred  in  that  sea 
since  my  last  report;  and  by  the  answers  of  the  re- 
spective consuls  of  the  United  States,  resident  at  the 
principal  ports,  to  the  queries  of  our  commanders, 
copies  of  wliat  have  been  received  at  the  depart- 
ment, it  appears  that  no  obstacle  is  thrown  in  its 
way  by  the  authorities  of  any  nation  on  its  borders. 

At  the  date  of  my  last  annual  report,  the  force  in 
the  Pacic,  under  commodore  Ballard,  consisted  of  a 
ship  of  the  line,  two  sloops  of  war  and  two  schooners. 
The  ship  of  the  line  and  one  of  the  schooners  have 
returned  to  the  United  States;  the  other  schooner  is 
now  on  her  way;  the  two  sloops  of  war  have  been 
ordered  home,  the  period  of  their  cruise  having  ex- 
pired, and  may  be  expected  early  in  the  spring. 

To  supply  the  place  of  the  force  thus  withdrawn, 
a frigate  ot  the  first  class,  under  commodore  Clax- 
ton,  who  succeeds  commodore  Ballard,  sailed  from 
New  York  in  May  last,  with  instructions  to  land 
our  minister,  Mr.  Ellis,  at  Vera  Cruz,  and  thence 
proceeded  with  all  diligence  to  her  destination.  She 
has  been  followed  by  a sloop  of  war  and  a schooner, 


and  the  squadron  now  consists  of  a frigate,  a sloop 
of  war,  and  a schooner,  all  ol'  which,  it  is  presumed 
are  now  on  the  station.  By  the  last  accounts,  af- 
fairs in  that  quarter  continued  in  a state  of  great 
confusion  and  uncertainty.  Revolutions  of  rulers 
rather  than  principles  still  agitate  these  regions  so 
favored  by  nature,  and  the  commerce  of  neutrals 
continues  to  require  the  protection  of  a competent 
naval  force. 

Commodore  Claxton  has  been  directed  to  employ 
one  of  his  vessseis  in  cruising  within  he  gulf  of 
California,  and  along  the  northwest  coast  of  Ame- 
rica; and,  if  circumstances  will  permit,  to  despatch 
another  to  visit  (lie  Sandwich  and  Friendly  islands, 
with  a view  to  afford  countenance  and  protection  to 
vessels  of  the  United  States  employed  in  the  whale 
fisheries. 

The  squadron  on  the  ^Brazilian  station,  under 
commodore  Nicholson,  comprises  a razee  and  a sloop 
of  war;  the  brig  Dolphin  having  been  ordered  home 
for  repairs,  and  to  convey  to  ttie  United  States  the 
seamen  whose  term  of  service  had  expired,  or  was 
about  to  expire.  The  frigate  United  States,  under 
commodore  Ridgely,  appointed  to  succeed  commo- 
dore Nicholson,  is  fitting  out  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
lieving that  officer,  and  is  now  on  the  eve  of  sailing. 

The  sloop  Marion  has  preceded  the  United  States, 
and  the  brig  Enterprise  is  also  destined  for  that  sta- 
tion. The  squadron  will  consistof  a frigate,  a sloop 
of  war,  and  a brig,  and  will  be  increased  as  occasion 
requires. 

Internal  dissensions  stili  agitate  the  states  border- 
ing on  the  river  Plata,  apparently  with  increasing 
violence;  the  novel  system  of  a war  of  blockade,  so 
vexatious  to  neutral  commerce,  conlinues  to  be  pro- 
secuted by  France,  and  the  necessity  for  a naval 
force  in  that  quarter  is  increased  rather  than  di- 
minished. 

The  squadron  operating  in  the  gulf  of  Mexico  and 
the  West  Indies,  was  reinforced  by  two  sloops  of 
war,  and  the  whole  placed  under  commodore  Wm. 
Shubrick,  appointed  to  succeed  commodore  Dallas, 
who  retired  from  the  command.  The  misunder- 
standing at  that  time  existing  between  Mexico  and 
France  having  since  been  adjusted,  and  the  latter 
having  relinquished  the  blockade  of  the  ports  of  the 
former,  two  sloops  of  war  and  a schooner,  which 
were  ordered  to  the  north  for  repairs,  have  not  been 
replaced  by  others. 

The  schooner,  after  undergoing  the  necessary  re- 
pairs, was  employed  on  special  service.  She  has 
since  returned,  and  is  now  destined  for  a cruise  on 
the  coast  of  Africa. 

Subsequently  to  the  withdrawal  of  these  vessels 
from  the  West  India  station,  a third  sloop  of  war, 
requiring  extensive  repairs,  was  ordered  to  the 
north,  and  has  arrived  at  Norfolk.  The  squadron 
now  comprises  a frigate  and  tour  sloops  of  war, 
wiiich  may  be  increased  should  circumstances  indi- 
cate the  propriety  of  such  a measure. 

The  force  employed  in  the  Indian  and  China  seas 
consists  of  the  frigate  Columbia,  and  corvette  John 
Adams,  under  commodore  Read,  who  arrived  at 
Macao  on  the  28tli  of  April  last,  and  continued 
there,  by  the  last  accounts,  at  the  earnest  solicita- 
tions of  the  American  consul  and  citizens  resident 
at  Canton,  who  considered  themselves  in  a some- 
what critical  position,  in  consequence  ol  the  deci- 
sive measures  taken  by  the  Chinese  government  for 
the  suppression  of  the  illicit  trade  in  opium  carried 
on  by  English  residents  at  that  place.  These  ap- 
prehensions were,  however,  subsiding,  and  it  is  pre- 
sumed that  commodore  Read  has  long  since  pro- 
ceeded in  fulfilling  his  general  instructions. 

While  at  Columbo,  having  received  information 
that  a daring  act  of  piracy,  accompanied  by  the 
murder  of  two  American  citizens,  had  been  recently 
committed  by  t lie  inhabitants  of  Muckie,  in  the 
island  of  Sumatra,  commodore  Read,  acting  under 
his  general  instructions,  promptly  proceeded  to  the 
scene  of  outrage.  Here  having  vainly  sought  re- 
dress by  the  restoration  of  ttie  plundered  property 
and  the  surrender  of  the  murderers,  he  indicted  a se- 
vere and  merited  chastisement  or:  the  barbarians. 

The  South  Sea  exploring  expedition  left  the  island 
of  Madeira  on  the  28th  of  September,  1838,  and  ar- 
rived at  Rio  Janeiro  on  the  23d  of  November  follow- 
ing. After  replenishing  his  store,  and  refreshing 
his  crews,  lieutenant  Wilkes  then  proceeded,  in  the 
execution  of  his  instructions,  to  survey  the  mouth 
of  Rio  Negro  and  its  neighboring  coasts.  Thence 
he  proceeded  to  Terra  del  Fuego,  where,  leaving  a 
portion  of  tile  squadron  and  scientific  corps  to  pro- 
secute their  researches,  he  stretched  into  the  south- 
ern ocean,  between  the  105th  degree  of  west  lon- 
gitude on  the  western  coast  of  Palmer's  land;  re- 
turning, he  joined  the  vessels  left  at  Terra  del  Fuego, 
and  arrived  at  Valparaiso  on  the  15th  of  May,  1839. 
During  the  passage,  the  squadron  separated  in  a se- 
vere gale,  and  did  not  join  company  till  the  25th  of 
March, 
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A portion  of  the  squadron  penetrated  to  tile  70th 
degree  of  south  latitude,  where  it  encountered  vast 
masses  of  ice,  and  narrowly  escaped  being  frozen 
up.  Lieutenant  Wilkes  became  satisfied  that,  ow- 
ing to  the  lateness  of  the  season,  it  was  impossible 
to  make  any  further  progress,  the  undertaking  was 
relinquished  with  the  intention  of  resuming  it  at  a 
more  favorable  time  of  the  year. 

The  expedition,  with  the  exception  of  the  Sea 
Gull  which  separated  in  a gale,  arrived  at  Valparaiso 
on  the  15th  of  May  last;  left  that  port  for  Callao  the 
6th  of  June,  and  sailed  thence  lor  the  Sandwich 
Islands,  since  which  time  no  despatches  have  been 
received  from  the  commanding  officer. 

Thus  far  the  expedition  has  not  been  without  be- 
nefit to  commerce,  having  ascertained  beyond  all 
reasonable  doubt,  that  various  shoals  and  obstruc- 
tions laid  down  in  charts  have  no  existence. 

The  officers,  whether  employed  in  professional 
duties  or  scientific  pursuits,  are  stated  by  lieutenant 
Wilkes  to  be  ardent  and  indefatigable  in  their  exer- 
tions; and  there  is  reason  to  believe  that,  if  no  new 
discoveries  are  made  of  unknown  lands  or  islands, 
it  will  be  because  none  exist  in  that  region  of  the 
globe. 

The  steam  frigate  Fulton  has  been  employed 
during  the  past  season  under  captain  Perry,  who  is 
charged  with  their  superintendence,  in  prosecuting 
various  experiments  with  Paixhan  guns,  a circum- 
stantial report  ol  which  is  daily  expected.  There 
is  little  reason  to  doubt  that  the  results  will  be 
highly  interesting  and  important. 

The  surveys  directed  by  acts  of  congress  have 
been  prosecuted  to  the  extent  of  the  means  placed 
at  the  disposal  of  the  department.  Under  the  act  of 
the  3d  of  March,  1837,  the  United  States  schooner 
Experiment,  and  steamer  Engineer,  loaned  by  the 
war  department,  have  been  employed  under  the  di- 
rection of  lieutenant  Glynn  in  surveying  (lie  harbors 
of  Beaufort  and  Wilmington,  North  Carolina.  These 
surveys  have  been  completed,  and  will  be  laid  be- 
fore congress  at  the  present  session. 

The  United  States  brig  Consort  is  now  fitting  out 
tinder  lieutenant  Glynn  Tor  the  purpose  of  com- 
pleting other  surveys,  directed  by  the  same  act, 
which  were  relinquished  in  consequence  of  the 
sickness  of  his  officers.  It  is  confidently  anticipated 
that  the  whole  will  be  completed  and  a report  made 
to  congress  previous  to  its  adjournment. 

In  compliance  with  the  piovisions  for  the  second 
section  of  the  act  making  appropriations  for  the  na- 
val service  of  the  year  1839,  two  steam  frigates  have 
been  commenced,  one  at  New  York,  the  other  at 
Philadelphia.  The  engines  and  boilers  have  been 
contracted  for,  and  are  now  in  progress.  These 
two  vessels  will  be  built  on  the  same  model,  one  to 
be  propelled  by  vertical,  the  other  by  engines  on  an 
inclined  plane  of  the  same  power,  with  a view  to 
test  their  respective  advantages  and  disadvantages, 
there  being  a great  diversity  of  opinion  on  this 
question  among  practical  engineers.  The  third 
steam  frigate  authorised  by  the  act  aforesaid,  lias 
not  yet  been  put  on  the  stocks,  it  being  in  contem- 
plation to  adopt  a model  presented  by  a distinguish- 
ed olficer  of  the  navy,  to  be  propelled  by  a differ- 
ent description  of  machinery. 

By  your  direction,  the  schooner  Grampus,  under 
lieutenant  Paine,  sailed  from  Norfolk  in  September 
last,  for  the  coast  of  Newfoundland,  with  instruc- 
tions to  inquire  into  the  nature  and  causes  of  the 
seizure  and  condemnation  of  certain  American  ves- 
sels engaged  in  the  fisheries.  Lieutenant  Paine  has 
returned,  after  performing  Ibis  duty  in  a satisfactory 
manner,  and  reported  the  result  of  his  cruise. 

The  frequent  and  increasing  violations  of  the  laws 
for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade  on  the  coast 
of  Africa,  by  vessels  owned  by  foreigners,  but  pros- 
tituting the  flag  of  the  United  States  lo  their  nefa- 
rious purposes,  induced  you  to  direct  that  two  fast 
sailing  vessels,  of  the  smaller  class,  should  be  filled 
out,  for  the  purpose  ol  arresting  these  violations  of 
our  laws  and  of  the  rights  of  the  people  of  Africa. 
One  will  probably  have  sailed  before  this  report  is 
received,  and  the  other  is  only  waiting  the  comple- 
tion of  some  necessary  repairs  to  follow  with  all 
practicable  despatch. 

Nuvy  pension  fund.  The  number  of  invalid  pen- 
sioners is  -156,  and  the  sum  annually  required  to  pay 
them  is  $33,844  74.  The  number  of  widow  pen- 
sioners is  330,  and  the  annual  amount  of  their 
pensions  is  $62,064.  The  number  of  minor  chil- 
dren pensioners  is  115,  and  the  amount  of  their  pen- 
sions is  $14,314;  making  an  aggregate  of  901  pen- 
sioners, and  $110,122  74. 

The  amount  of  stock  to  the  credit  of  the  navy  pen- 
sion fund,  1st  of  Oct.  1738,  wa3  $390, S32  25 

On  the  1st  of  Oct.  1339,  251,139  00 


Difference  $137,693  25 

Which  sum  was  applied  to  the  payment  of  pen- 
sions granted  by  acts  of  congress,  and  accounts 


repoited  by  the  fourth  auditor  and  second  comptrol- 
ler. 

About  $55,000  will  be  required  to  pay  pensions, 
which  will  become  due  the  1st  January,  1S-10,  and 
to  meet  arrearages  as  they  may  be  reported. 

The  whole  amount  of  the  fund  having  heretofore 
been  invested  in  bank,  state  and  corporation  stocks, 
which  are  now  greatly  depreciated,  the  sum  above 
stated  cannot  probably  be  realized  by  the  sale  ofless 
than  $SO,000  or  $90,000  of  stocks.  In  the  hope 
that  they  may  in  some  degree  recover  from  this 
slate  of  depression,  and  unwilling  to  make  so  great 
a sacrifice,  I would  suggest  that  the  subject  be 
brought  to  the  early  attention  of  congress. 

On  the  3d  of  March,  1S37,  the  capital  ol  the  navy 
pension  fund  was  $1,115,329  53;  and  previously 
to  the  act  of  congress  of  that  date  “for  the  more 
equitable  administration  of  the  navy  pension  fund,” 
the  annual  interest  and  dividends  were  sufficient  to 
defray  all  the  expenditures.  Under  this  act  the 
navy  pension  fund  has  decreased  with  increasing  ce- 
lerity, a large  portion  of  the  pensions  granted  in 
conformity  with  its  provisions  involving  arrearages 
commencing  many  years  anterior  to  its  passage. 

The  pensions  to  invalids  now  on  the  list  are  for 
life,  and  not  during  the  continuance  of  disability,  as 
was  the  case  before  the  passage  of  the  act  of  the 
14th  of  July,  1S32;  those  to  widows  until  they  shal^ 
marry  or  die;  and  those  to  children  until  they  attain 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years.  It  is  therefore  cer- 
tain that  at  the  end  of  two  years  . at  farthest,  the 
navy  pension  fund  will  be  exhausted.  Under  the 
existing  laws  there  is  noi  the  least  prospect  of  any 
decrease  in  the  number  of  pensioners  or  the  amount 
of  their  pensions;  and,  consequently,  congress  will 
be  called  upon  to  redeem  the  pledge  contained  in  the 
ninth  section  of  (he  act  of  23d  April,  1800,  to  make 
good  any  deficiency  in  the  navy  pension  fund  arising 
out  of  its  own  legislation. 

The  first  section  of  the  act  of  3d  March,  1S37, 
provides  that  pensions  to  widows  or  children  shall 
be  paid  from  the  date  of  the  demise  of  the  husbands 
or  fathers.  The  only  condition  is,  that  the  demise 
shall  have  happened  in  the  nav  al  service.  No  dis- 
tinction whatever  is  made  in  regard  to  the  cause  or 
manner  of  death,  or  the  period  of  service  of  the 
deceased;  all  are  placed  on  the  same  footing,  and  all 
alike  partake  of  the  national  bounty. 

Arrearges  of  pensions  for  more  (ban  thirty-seven 
years,  in  one  instance  involving  the  payment  of 
more  than  $20,000,  have  been  paid  under  this  sec- 
tion, which  has  mainly  caused  the  rapid  diminution 
of  a fund  originally  constituted  for  the  sole  purpose 
of  providing  for  officers  and  seamen  only,  disabled 
in  t he  naval  service. 

A claim  has  been  presented  on  account  of  an  in- 
dividual who  died  in  1800,  about  a month  after  his 
entry  into  the  service,  and  it  allowed,  a large  sum 
will  be  required  to  pay  it.  But  not  being  certain 
that  this  first  section  was  intended  to  authorise  such 
profuse  expenditure  of  the  navy  pension  fund,  I 
have  suspended  the  payment,  and  now  refer  the 
claim  for  the  decision  of  congress. 

The  second  section  of  the  same  act  provides  that 
“pensions  which  may  have  been  granted,  or  which 
shall  hereafter  be  granted  to  officers,  seamen  and 
mariners,  in  the  naval  service,  disabled  by  wounds 
or  injuries  received  in  the  line  of  their  duty,  shall 
commence  from  the  time  when  they  were  disabled.” 
It  has  been  found  impossible  to  discriminate,  with 
any  degree  of  accuracy,  in  cases  occurring  at  such 
remote  periods,  as  to  the  precise  time  at  which  the 
disability  commenced,  and  the  date  of  the  wound 
or  injury  has  necessarily  been  assumed,  as  that  of 
Ihe  commencement  of  the  pensions,  although,  in 
many  cases  there  were  strong  circumstances  indi- 
cating that  the  disability  did  not  occur  until  long 
afterward.  It  may  also  be  remarked  ( hat  under  this 
section  of  the  act  of  3d  of  March  1S37,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  8th  section  of  the  act  of  23d  of  April 
1800,  persons  wounded,  or  otherwise  injured,  thirty 
or  thirty-five  years  ago,  may  receive  pensions,  com  - 
mencing  from  the  time  when  the  injuries  were  sus- 
tained, although  they  have  remained  in  the  ser- 
vice ever  since,  in  the  enjoyment  of  full  pay,  and 
must  continue  to  do  so  until  congress  shall  otherwise 
direct. 

Under  the  liberal  construction  given  to  Ihe  navy 
pension  laws  of  the  United  States,  it  has  been  here- 
tofore assumed  that  full  pensions  and  full  pay  may 
be  allowed  at  one  and  the  same  time,  to  the  same 
persons;  and  sometimes  it  has  not  been  considered 
necessary,  or  even  discretionary,  in  executing  these 
laws,  to  exclude  persons  afflicted  with  diseases  and 
infirmities,  to  which  mankind  are  subjected  in  every 
situation,  and  under  all  circumstances  of  life.  It  is 
at  all  times  difficult  to  discriminate  between  disabi- 
lities occasioned  by  hereditary  or  constitutional  pre- 
disposition to  disease,  and  those  that  are  the  direct 
and  immediate  consequence  of  the  peculiar  expo- 
sures incidental  to  the  naval  service. 


A similar  difficulty  occurs  in  cases  of  disabilities, 
occasioned  or  aggravated  by  habits  of  intemperance 
and  dissipation.  Yet  all  these  seem  equally  com- 
prehended in  (he  various  provisions  of  the  pension 
laws;  and  no  mutter  what  may  have  been  the  term 
of  service,  whether  years,  months  or  days,  all  claim 
a share,  of  the  navy  pension  fund  during  liie,  under 
a liberal  construction  of  Die  statutes.  It  is  true  that 
these  laws  declare  that  the  proof  must  be  satisfacto- 
ry to  the  head  of  the  department.  Yet,  yvliat  may 
satisfy  one  man,  may  not  operate  in  like  manner  on 
another  differently  constituted;  and  hence  has  arisen 
much  diversity  of  practice  under  the  administration 
of  different  persons. 

Accompanying  this  report  is  a document  exhibit- 
ing a statement  and  analysis  ol  the  various  public 
acts  of  congress  in  relation  to  navy  pensions  and 
the  navy  pension  fund.  The  multiplication  of  these 
laws,  and  the  various  constructions  placed  upon 
them  at  different  times,  seem  to  indicate  the  proprie- 
ty of  adopting  a less  complicated  system.  I would 
also  take  the  occasion  to  state,  that  whatever  dis- 
position may  he  made  of  the  subject,  it  has  be- 
come necessary  lo  relieve  the  department  from 
the  labor  and  responsibility  of  this  portion  of  his 
duties. 

Almost  every  application  for  a pension  involves 
the  necessity  of  a close  and  critical  examination  of 
testimony,  together  with  a reference  to  various  laws, 
and  the  time  required  to  do  Ibis  as  it  ought  to  be  done, 
materially  interfere  with  other  and  indispensable 
avocations. 

The  act  of  3d  of  March,  1837,  on  which  I have 
thought  it  iny  duly  to  offer  these  remarks,  has  been 
the  principal  source  of  the  decline  of  the  navy  pen- 
sion fund.  Under  its  operation,  that  fund  has"  sunk, 
in  little  more  than  two  years,  from  $1, 115,329  to 
$253,139;  and  as  I have  before  stated,  about 
$55,000  will  be  required  to  meet  demands,  which 
will  become  due  cn  the  1st  of  January,  13-10. 

I again  take  occasion  to  invite  your  attention  to 
the  appropriation  tor  a dry  dock  at  New  York. 

Tile  sum  of  $100,000,  as  assigned  in  the  year 
1835  to  that  object,  having,  with  the  exception  of  a 
small  amount  lor  surveys,  been  no  part  of  it  expend- 
ed, in  consequence  of  difficulties  in  the  selection  of 
a site,  has  reverted  to  Ihe  treasury.  I earnestly  re- 
commend its  re-appropriation. 

The  discovery  of  a new  and  more  capacious  en- 
trance into  (lie  harbor  by  lieut.  Gediley,  which,  if 
ever  known,  had  been  long  since  forgotten,  has  re- 
moved the  only  plausible  objection  hitherto  urged 
against  the  expediency  of  a measures  which  ap- 
pears to  be  recommended  by  so  many  considera- 
tions. 

The  central  position  of  this  port,  the  facilities  re- 
sulting from  its  two  entrances  and  outlets,  at  a great 
distance  from  each  other,  and  the  ample  means  the 
city  affords  for  repairing,  manning  and  supplying 
vessels  of  war,  all  point  it  out  as  a station  deserv- 
ing peculiar  attention.  As  an  additional  reason,  it 
is  pioper  to  slate  that  two  siiips  of  the  line  are  now 
lying  at  the  navy  yard  in  a state  of  rapid  decay, 
which  cannot  be  repaired  without  going  into  dock, 
and  cannot  be  removed  without  almost  a certainty 
ol  total  loss.  A very  lew  years  will  place  them  be- 
yond the  reach  of  recovery,  and  they  must  he  either 
broken  up,  or  sink  where  they  now  are. 

I deem  it  proper,  also,  to  bring  to  your  notice  an 
abuse  of  great  importance  to  the  interests  of  the  ser- 
vice. Numerous  instances  occur  of  the  enlistment 
of  minors;  audit  is  obiviously  impossible  to  dis- 
criminate between  those  who  are,  and  those  who  are 
not,  of  legal  age. 

After  receiving  the  advance  of  pay,  and  becom- 
ing,  perhaps,  Indebted  to  the  purser  in  addition,  they 
apply  to  a lawyer  or  magistrate,  procure  a habeas 
corpus,  and  obtain  their  release  without  any  legal 
obligation  to  pay  the  debt  thus  contracted.  The  in- 
structions to  recruiting  officers  authorise  them  to 
cause  an  oath  to  be  administered  in  cases  of  doubt; 
but  it  has  been  decided  that  its  violation  does  noc 
subject  the  offender  to  legal  punishment.  Cases 
analagous  to  these  frequently  occur  in  the  enlist- 
ment of  apprentices  authorised  by  act  of  congress. 
They  are  occasionally  presented  by  persons  claiming 
to  be  the  parents  or  gnaidians,  anil  received  accord- 
ingly.  After  remaining  until  they  arc  sufficiently 
educated,  and  capable  of  being  useful  to  their  real 
parents,  the  latter  come  forward,  prove  the  whole 
case  a fraud,  procure  a habeas  coipus , and  release 
the  apprentice  after  he  has  been  maintained  and 
educated  at  the  public  expense. 

I would,  therefore,  respectfully  recommend  tiie 
passage  of  a law  authorising  recruiting  officers  to 
cause  an  oath  to  be  administered  to  persons  offering 
for  enlistment  in  cases  where  their  majority  is  doubL 
ed,  and  in  every  case,  to  parents  or  guardians  pre- 
senting boys  as  apprentices  to  the  navy,  the  viola- 
tion of  which  should  be  declared  a perjury,  and  sub- 
ject the  offender  to  legal  prosecution  and  punishment. 
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Should  tins  system  of  apprenticeship  be  carried 
to  (be  extent  of  which  it  is  susceptible,  T look  for- 
ward to  it  as  a source  of  great  and  lasting  benefit  to 
the  navy.  There  is  every  reasonable  prospect  of  its 
becoming  a nursery  for  the  supply  of  petty  officers, 
one  of  the  most  important  constituents  in  the  ser- 
vice, nor  can  I doubt  but  that  it  may  be  made  the 
means  of  supplying  a large  number  of  capable,  in- 
telligent seamen,  more  strongly  attached  to  their 
country  by  the  benefits  she  has  conferred  on  them. 

The  result,  thus  far,  has  been  highly  encouraging. 
A spirit  ol  excitement  and  emulation  prevails  among 
these  boys;  their  conduct,  with  rare  exceptions,  is 
correct  and  exemplary;  examples  of  profligacv  and 
casts  of  desertion  seldom  occur;  commanders  of  ves- 
sels of  war  are,  without  exception,  anxious  to  have 
at  least  one-tenth  of  their  crews  composed  of  them; 
and  the  reports  from  receiving  ships  give  uniform 
testimony  to  their  general  deportment,  their  habits 
of  order  and  industry,  and  their  capacity  for  the  ac- 
quisition of  tli ose  branches  of  learning,  and  that 
practical  knowledge  ol  their  profession,  which  fit 
them  for  future  usefulness. 

I have  endeavored  to  call  the  attention  of  magis- 
trates, parents  and  guardians,  to  the  means  afforded 
by  this  system,  of  providing  for  that  large  class  of 
unfortunate  children  which  has  become  so  numer- 
ous, most  especially  in  our  large  cities,  and  which  is 
•without  the  means  or  the  prospect  of  a comfortable 
maintenance,  or  of  acquiring  even  the  rudiments  of 
education.  If,  instead  of  permitting  them  to  live  in 
idleness,  exposed  to  every  temptation,  and  plunging 
prematurely  into  every  vice,  they  were  apprenticed 
to  their  country,  they  would  receive  such  an  educa- 
tion as  benefits  their  station  and  acquire  those  habits 
of  sobriety,  honesty,  order  and  industry,  which 
would  go  far  to  render  those  who  are  so  apt  to  be- 
come tiie  bane  of  society,  efficient  supporters  of  the 
honor  and  interests  of  their  country. 

Under  the  act  of  congress  which  directed  a revi- 
sion and  extension  of  the  rules  and  regulations  of  Ihe 
service,  approved  191  h May,  1832,  a boaid  of  naval 
officers  was  convened  by  the  department,  and  their 
proceedings  communicated  to  congress.  No  action, 
however,  was  taken  by  that  body,  in  consequence, 
and  as  by  the  provisions  of  the  law,  those  regulations 
were  not  to  be  carried  into  effect  until  they  had  re- 
ceived its  sanction,  they  have  remained  ever  since 
a dead  letter,  never  having  been  promulgated. 

Believing,  however,  that  a revision  of  the  old  re- 
gulations, with  a view  to  their  adaptation  to  laws 
subsequently  passed,  and  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
advantage  of  the  results  of  experience,  would  con- 
duce to  the  good  of  the  service,  the  department  has 
directed  tile  hoard  of  navy  commissioners,  under  the 
authority  of  the  act  by  which  it  was  constituted,  to 
attend  to  that  duly.  The  board  is  now  engaged  in 
its  performance,  at  such  intervals  of  leisure  as  the 
multiplicity  of  its  oilier  labors  will  permit.  The  re- 
vised system  will  probably  ire  laid  before  congress 
before  the  expiration  of  their  present  session,  and  it 
is  believed  t hat,  with  some  modification  of  the  law 
“for  tiie  better  government  of  the  navy,”  passed  in 
the  year  1800.  tiie  whole  will  form  a system,  which, 
if  administered  with  a firm,  steady,  temperate  per- 
severance, will,  so  far  as  its  influence  extends,  sus- 
tain the  navy  of  the  United  States  on  that  eminence 
which  it  lias"  attained  in  tiie  estimation  of  all  nations. 

I feel  confidence  however,  that  tiie  only  sure  and 
effectual  means  of  maintaining  the  character  and  dis- 
cipline of  tiie  service,  is  to  keep  in  commission  as 
many  vessels  and  employ  as  many  officers  in  active 
duties,  as  is  compatible  with  the  resources  of  the 
country.  This,  alter  ail,  is  the  vital  principle  of 
professional  excellence,  and  it  is  on  this  I rely  as  the 
only  solid  basis  for  a naval  establishment,  not  for- 
midable from  the  number  of  ships  in  ordinary  or  on 
the  stocks,  but  for  its  experience,  its  discipline  and 
habits  of  hardy  endurance.  For  this  reason  no  dimi- 
nution of  the  force  in  commission  lias  been  contem- 
plated in  the  estimates  herewith  presented.  All  the 
retrenchments  will  be  found  in  other  branchesof  ex- 
penditure, and  the  current  service  of  tiie  ensuing- 
year  has  been  left  untouched  and  undirninished. 

Tiie  estimates  of  the  hoard  of  navy  commissioners, 
for  the  naval  service  of  18-10,  have  been  made  with 
every  regard  to  economy  deemed  compatible  with 
the  great  interests  of  the  country.  Whenever  varia- 
tions occur  between  the  present  estimates  and  tile- 
preceding  ones,  short  explanatory  notes  are  append- 
ed, giving  the  reasons  tor  the  change. 

I take  this  occasion  respectfully  to  recommend 
the  passage  of  a law,  for  bringing  under  one  general 
head  all  the  special  acts  which  authorise  the  building 
or  rebuilding  of  particular  vessels,  as  well  as  those 
relating  to  their  repairs.  A bill  for  this  purpose  was 
reported  during  tile  last  session  of  congress,  and  is 
presumed  to  have  failed  to  become  a law  in  conse- 
quence of  inability  to  reach  it  in  time.  I conceive 
it  will  be  highly  advantageous  to  the  service  by 
placina-  materials  for  building,  repairing  and  equip- 


ing  vessels  generally,  at  the'disposal  of  the  depart 
ment  for  all  such  purposes,  at  the  precise  period 
tiiey  are  wanted,  and  before  they  deteriorate  by- 
time  and  exposure. 

Another  advantage  would  be  greatly  simplifying 
accounts  at  all  the  naval  stations  by  disbursing  offi- 
cers, and  at  tile  treasury. 

These,  and  other  minor  results  of  convenience  and 
economy,  in  my  opinion,  all  unite  in  recommending 
tile  measure. 

Should  the  further  sum  of  $340,000  be  transferred 
from  the  appropriation  for  the  gradual  improvement, 
of  tiie  navy,  towards  completing  the  two  steamers  as 
proposed  in  the  estimates,  the  remainder  of  that  ap- 
propriation, amounting  to  $410,000,  which  would 
become  available  in  1840,  by  t he  existing  laws,  will 
not,  in  all  probability,  be  necessary,  as  the  balance 
on  hand  will  be  sufficient  to  meet  ail  expenditures 
under  that  head  for  the  ensuing  year.  That  portion 
ol'  the  appropriation,  may,  therefore,  it  is  believed, 
be  postponed  until  1841,  without  injury  to  the  ser- 
vice, should  it  be  thought  expedient,  provided  the 
whole  amount  of  transfers  is  eventually  returned. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  the  board  of  navy  com- 
missioners has  again  submitted  an  estimate  for  addi- 
tional clerks,  which  are  daily  becoming  more  indis- 
pensable to  the  prompt  discharge  of  the  public  busi- 
ness committed  to  its  superintendence.  The  multi- 
plication of  records,  the  labor  of  investigating  past 
transactions,  so  often  necessary  to  refer  to,  and 
which  increases  with  the  lapse  of  time,  combined 
with  the  progressive  expansion  of  the  country,  and 
growth  of  the  navy,  all  call  for  additional  labor  and 
additional  means  for  its  performance.  Tiie  plan  for 
a reorganization  of  the  department,  prepared  in  pur- 
suance of  a resolution  adopted  at  the  last  session  of 
congress,  contemplates  such  addition  to  the  number 
of  clerks,  as  is  deemed  essential  to  carry  it  into  ope- 
ration should  it  be  adopted,  and  will  render  any  fur- 
ther action  on  this  point  unnecessary. 

Believing  that  the  creation  of  a higher  grade  of 
rank,  titan  is  now  recognised  in  the  navy,  will  be  ad- 
vantageous to  tiie  service,  for  reasons  which  have 
been  too  often  presented  to  require  repetition,  I 
again  offer  tiie  subject  to  your  consideration.  Re- 
spectfully submitted,  J.  K.  PAULDING. 

To  ihe  president  of  the  United  Stales. 

TWENTY-SIXTH  CONGRESS— 1st  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

January  10.  Tiie  vice  president  communicated 
to  the  senate  a letter  from  the  department  of  state, 
showing  tiie  number  of  clerks,  &c.  in  that  depart- 
ment, their  compensation,  &c. 

Also,  from  the  treasury  department,  in  obedience 
to  a resolution  of  the  senate,  in  relation  to  the 
prices  of  certain  stale  stocks  in  the  London  and 
Havre  markets. 

Also,  in  obedience  to  a resolution  calling  for  the 
records  and  correspondence  of  the  court  of  inquiry 
and  court  martial  in  the  case  of  col.  Brant. 

Also,  a petition  from  Chauncey  Hall,  in  relation 
to  a steam  engine. 

Numerous  private  memorials  and  petitions  were 
presented  and  referred. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Ala.  presented  a letter  from  the  de- 
legate of  Iowa,  to  the  effect  that  the  undersigned 
begged  leave  to  state  that,  from  one  of  tile  city 
papers  of  tiie  morning,  he  perceived  that  one  of 
the  honorable  senators  from  Missouri  had  made  a 
speech  on  the  disputed  boundary  between  the  state 
of  Missouri  and  Iowa;  and  inasmuch  as  the  terri- 
tory was  unrepresented,  he  had  good  reason  to  hope 
that,  until  an  investigation  could  be  had,  Missouri 
would  refrain  from  charging  ihe  general  govern- 
ment withill  treatment. 

The  letter  goes  on  to  say:  “If  tiie  undersigned 
might  be  permitted  to  refer  to  the  liberality  of  con- 
gress towards  that  state,  he  is  sure  that  tiie  recent 
addition  of  an  immense  district  of  country  would 
not  be  the  only  instance  of  the  liberality  of  tiie 
general  government  towards  the  state  of  Missouri, 
Your  petitioner  has  no  fears  for  the  final  result  of 
this  question;  fie  only  hopes  that,  if  nothing  but 
the  constitutional  boundary  will  be  accepted  by 
that  state,  your  honorable  body  will  not  consider  it 
your  duty,  though  possessed  of  the  power,  to  extend 
her  constitutional  limits.  Should  the  legal  bounda- 
ry be  found  to  run  through  the  heart  of  our  flou- 
rishing territory,  our  people  have  too  much  pride 
to  stand  out  against  the  deliberate  opinion  ot  con- 
gress, and  seek  redress  elsewhere.  On  the  con- 
trary, if  it  shall  appear  that  Missouri  already  oc- 
cupies mors  than  her  constitutional  limits  will  al- 
low, he  hopes  for  an  award  of  the  balance  found 
in  our  favor.  At  this  time  the  undersigned  for- 
bears referring  to  any  of  the  numerous  documents 
in  his  possession,  going  far,  in  his  opinion,  to  sus- 
tain the  claims  of  the  territory— fearing  that  doing 
so  previous  to  the  subject  coming  before  a com- 
mittee might  be  considered  premature  on  his  part.” 


Mr.  Linn  said  he  regretted  exceedingly  that  his 
young  friend,  the  delegate  from  Iowa,  had  written 
this  letter.  He  had  certainly  misapprehended  the 
tenor  of  Mr.L’s  remarks.  Mr.  L.  had  not  intend- 
ed at  all  to  say  what  he  had  represented  him  as 
saying.  Mr.  L.  did  not  enter  at  all  into  the  merits 
ot  the  question,  but  merely  called  the  attention  of 
the  senate  to  a memorial  on  this  subject  presented 
here  ten  years  ago.  To  this  his  colleague  (Mr. 
Benton)  would  testify.  Mr.  L.  had  said  that  con- 
gress had  neglected  this  memorial,  and  that  no- 
thing by  them  had  been  done.  Missouri  had  urged 
tiffs  memorial  on  congress,, in  reference  mainly  to 
prospective  difficulty  with  Indian  tribes  as  to  this 
boundary.  But  Mr.  L.  had  not  at  all  entered  into 
the  merits  of  the  question;  that  was  still  to  be  in- 
vestigated; and  to  this  investigation  Mr.  L.  had 
merely  endeavored  to  call  the  attention  of  the  se- 
nate and  the  country.  This  memorial,  which  was 
presented  ten  years  ago,  then  predicted  the  very 
evils  which  had  now  arisen. 

Mr.  Linn  knew  that  Iowa  had  no  interest  in  this 
question,  for,  in  tiie  contest  of  Ohio  with  Miciiigan 
on  a question  of  boundary,  whatever  rights  Michi- 
gan might  have  were  compelled  to  be  overslaugh- 
ed here;  though  Mr.  L.  had  no  doubt  that  the 
weight  which  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illinois  had  by 
their  presidential  electors  had  some  influence  in 
settling  that  question.  And  this  matter  respecting 
Iowa  was  even  more  unquestionable  than  that  re- 
specting Miciiigan.  But  Mr.  L.  had  not  called  the 
rights  of  Iowa  in  question  here.  His  whole  ob- 
ject was  to  bring  the  subject  fairly  before  the  com- 
mittee on  t lie  judiciary,  before  whom  Mr.  L.  and 
his  colleague  were  to  appear.  But,  whatever  might 
be  the  decision  here  on  tiie  subject,  the  legislature 
ol  Missouri  could  not  accept  it.  It  would  be  ne- 
cessary to  call  a convention  of  the  state;  and, 
should  that  convention  refuse  the  decision  of  con- 
gress, the  question  must  then  go  to  the  U.  States 
courts,  and,  whatever  they  might  decide  in  regard 
tq  tiie  boundary,  according  to  the  act  of  1820,  to 
that  decision  Missouri  must  submit.  This  was  the 
ultimate  tribunal.  Mr.  L.  again  disclaimed  all  de- 
sign to  enter  now  into  the  merits  of  tiie  question. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Ala.  said  he  had  not  presented  the 
memorial  with  a view  to  debate  at  this  time.  But, 
whatever  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  had  done 
before,  he  had  made  somewhat  of  a speech  on  this 
occasion.  Mr.  C.  had  not  examined  tile  merits  of 
tiie  subject;  hut  he  could  not  acquiesce  in  tiie  de- 
claration of  the  senator  from  Missouri  that  Iowa 
had  no  interest  in  this  question.  He  must  insist, 
oil  the  contrary,  that  she  had  an  interest,  in  full 
proportion  to  tiie  value  of  the  territory  in  question, 
and  she  was  under  as  slrong  Inducements  as  Mis- 
souri to  retain  it,  to  add  to  her  strength  and  re- 
sources. But  Mr.  C’s  object  was  not  debate,  but  to 
have  this  subject  suitably  referred. 

Mr.  Nowell  said  that  lie  should  not  have  risen, 
but  for  the  allusion  of  his  honorable  friend  behind 
him  from  Missouri,  Mr.  Linn,  to  tiie  Michigan 
boundary.  He  had  no  doubt  that  his  friend  had 
touched  the  right  chord,  when  the  decision  of  that 
question  had  been  ascribed,  in  some  degree,  to  the 
number  of  electoral  votes  controlled  by  the  states 
of  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illinois,  upon  that  occasion. 
He  had,  however,  risen  to  second  the  motion  of  the 
senator  from  Alabama  tor  the  printing  and  refe- 
rence of  the  letter  of  the  delegate  from  Iowa.  It 
was,  he  believed,  couched  in  respectful  language. 
It  had  relation  to  a boundary  line  between  that  ter- 
ritory and  Missouri,  in  which  the  people  of  Iowa 
had  an  important  interest.  He  protested  against 
tiie  idea  that  tiiey  had  no  interest  in  the  question. 
It  appeared,  from  tile  whole  action  of  this  govern- 
ment, that  the  territories  of  the  union  possessed 
neither  rights  nnr  interests  of  any  kind.  He  trust- 
ed that  such  a doc  trine  would  be  no  longer  enter- 
tained. In  the  present  controversy,  tie  confessed 
Ids  sympathies  to  he  with  the  people  of  Iowa,  but 
not,  he  hoped,  so  deeply  enlisted  as  to  induce  him 
to  do  injustice  to  Missouri. 

Mr.  Linn  said  perhaps  lie  had  committed  an  er- 
ror in  his  language;  but,  he  merely  meant  to  say  that, 
as  a party  to  this  question,  Iowa  had  no  interest  in 
it.  As  a question  to  be  settled,  it  lay  wholly  be- 
tween the  United  States  arid  Missouri.  And  would 
any  body  now  say  that  the  decision  of  congress  on 
this  question  would  be  binding  on  Missouri?  Would 
anv  one  say  that  Missouri  could  be  forced  into  ac- 
quiescence to  it?  The  ultimate  appeal  was  beyond 
the  reach  of  congress,  and  if  congress  did  not  settle 
it,  the  courts  were  open.  Mr.  L.  preferred  that 
congress  should  settle  it;  but  if  they  determined 
that  Missouri  had  no  right  whatever  to  the  territo- 
ry, tiie  decision  would  be  met  by  a spirit  of  re- 
sistance on  tiie  part  of  Missouri. 

Mr.  Allen  said  he  was  not  aware  that  the  subject 
of  presidential  electors  had  any  thing  to  do  with  the 
case  of  the  Michigan  boundary.  He  was  then  a 
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member  of  the  house  of  representatives,  and  in  a 
speech  at  that  time,  lie  had  taken  the  same  "round 
which  he  should  take  now;  that  alter  the  settlement 
of  the  controversy,  Michigan  had  only  a resulting 
contingent  interest  in  the  question;  but  as  a party 
to  the  controversy,  she  had  no  interest  at  all;  the 
question  was  w holly  between  Ohio  and  this  go- 
vernment. 

But  Mr.  A.  had  now  risen  chiefly  to  express  his 
dissent  from  the  doctrine  of  the  senator  from  Mis- 
souri, as  a final  appeal  on  this  question.  The  U. 
States  supreme  court  had  no  jurisdiction  over  this 
question  by  the  constitution,  and  into  that  jurisdic- 
tion it  would  not  be  drawn.  It  was  a question  be- 
tween sovereign  powers,  with  which  that  court  had 
no  right  to  interfere  either  directly  or  indirectly. 

Mr.  A.  would  remark,  further,  that  he  had  never 
looked  at  this  question  as  to  the  right  of  Missouri 
or  the  United  States  to  this  territory.  But  he  hoped 
congress  would  act  on  this  subject  purely  in  refer- 
ence to  such  right  as  should  be  found  to  exist  in  the 
formation  of  the  constitution  of  Missouri,  and  with- 
out any  reference  whatever  to  the  presidential  elec- 
tion. If  Missouri  had  a right  to  the  territory,  let 
her  have  it,  without  setting  up  as  a scare-crow  the 
presidential  election.  Let  her  have  exact  and  equal 
justice. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  this  was  purely  a judicial 
question,  and  one  which,  required  the  senate  to  act 
upon  it  with  perfect  calmness  and  deliberation. — 
They  would  hear  both  sides;  and  if  their  decision 
should  terminate  the  controversy,  it  ought  to  be  by 
its  moral  weight  and  strict  impartiality,  alter  a 
thorough  and  calm  investigation.  But  what  w'as 
now  to  be  seen?  The  question  was  introduced  as 
to  whether  the  supreme  court  would  have  jurisdic- 
tion in  this  case  if  it  should  be  decided  against 
Missouri.  Could  it  be  of  any  earthly  benefit  to 
Missouri  to  decide  this  question  in  advance?  Mr. 
B.  trusted  this  question  would  not  now  be  agitat- 
ed. They  hat  had  enough  of  the  Ohio  and  Michi- 
gan war,  without  entering  now  into  an  unnecessary 
controversy7.  Let  the  question  be  settled  on  its 
merits  by  congress;  and  then,  if  Missouri  should 
not  acquiesce,  she  might  take  that  course  which 
she  should  think  proper.  Mr.  B.  hoped  the  senate 
would  go  on  and  settle  the  real  question  in  con- 
troversy. 

After  a few  more  explanatory  remarks  by  Mr. 
Linn  and  Mr.  Clay,  of  Ala.  the  memorial  was  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  the  judiciary. 

Mr.  Merrick  presented  a memorial  from  citizens 
of  Maryland  and  the  District  of  Columbia,  sug- 
gesting that  the  science  of  agriculture  might  be 
promoted  by  reports  from  the  committee  on  agri- 
culture. 

Mr.  Walker  presented  a memorial  from  nume- 
rous citizens  of  Florida,  in  favor  of  a division  of 
that  territory  by  the  “Suwanee”  river.  Mr.  W. 
stated  that  a great  body  of  the  citizens  of  East  Flo- 
rida were  in  favor  of  such  a measure;  they  desired 
that  it  might  be  formed  into  two  states,  as  their 
interests  were  in  some  measure  separate  and  dis- 
tinct. Mr.  W.  thought  it  a matter  of  great  im- 
portance, and  well  worthy  the  consideration  of  con- 
gress. 

Mr.  Calhoun  suggested  that  it  might  lie  on  the 
fable  for  a few  clays,  as  there  were  rumors  that  a 
constitution  had  been  formed.  He  agreed  with  the 
senator  that  it  was,  indeed,  a matter  of  grave  im- 
port, and  should  be  proceeded  in  with  all  due  deli- 
beration. 

Mr.  Walker  assented,  provided  that  the  motion 
should  be  considered  as  made,  (and  so  entered  on 
the  journal),  to  refer  it  to  a select  committee,  and 
that  the  senator  would  call  it  up  in  a few7  days. 

The  memorial  was  then  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Wall  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary, 
made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  petition  of  J.  S. 
Rowlettee. 

Also,  reported  a bill  to  amend  an  act  to  provide 
for  taking  the  sixth  census. 

Mr.  Clay,  from  the  committee  on  public  lands, 
reported  a supplemental  bill  to  the  act  granting 
pre-emption  rights  to  settlers  on  the  public  lands, 
approved  June  22d,  1838,  with  an  amendment. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
for  the  occupation  of  Florida  by  armed  forces. 

Mr.  Strange  addressed  the  senate  at  much  length 
in  opposition  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Tuppan  moved  to  recommit  the  bill,  with 
instructions  to  make  sundry  amendments,  the  chief 
of  which  was  understood  to  be  that  the  lands  grant- 
ed for  am  ed  settlement  should  not  come  into  pos- 
session of  the  settlers  till  January,  1812. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wall,  the  motion  of  Mr.  Tap- 
pan,  with  his  amendments,  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table  till  to-morrow,  and  the  amendments  to  be 
printed. 

Alter  an  executive  session,  the  senate  adjourned 
until  Monday. 


January  13.  This  morning,  Mr.  White,  of  Ten- 
nessee, presented  the  instructions  received  by  him 
from  the  legislature  of  his  state  in  relation  to  a na- 
tional bank,  sub-treasury,  &c. 

Mr.  White  begged  leave,  in  order  that  he  might 
neither  be  misrepresented  nor  misunderstood,  to 
iPad  the  answer  which  he  had  determined  to  send 
to  the  legislature.  While  he  agreed  with  the  re- 
solutions in  objecting  to  the  establishment  of  a na- 
tional bank,  he  dissented  from  them  on  the  sub- 
treasury  system,  giving  his  reasons  at  length  great 
in  that  answer,  and  concluded  by  resigning  his  seat 
ill  the  senate. 

A message  was  received  from  the  war  depart- 
ment, showing  the  appropriation  necessary  for  the 
Indian  department  for  the  year  1S-40. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  committee  on  finance, 
asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  message  of  the 
president,  in  compliance  with  a resolution  of  the 
senate,  in  relation  to  the  banks  which  had  suspend- 
ed. On  motion  2,000  copies  were  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Also,  from  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  state  in 
relation  to  the  privileges  and  restrictions  of  the  U. 
States  commerce  with  loreign  nations— 2,500  co- 
pies of  this  document  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  bill  for  the  armed  occupation  of  Florida,  was 
then  taken  up,  when 

Mr.  Benton  replied  to  ali  the  objections  offered 
by  senators. 

Mr.  Preston  replied  in  a few  remarks,  when  the 
bill,  on  motion  of 

Mr.  Tuppan,  was  recommitted  to  the  committee 
on  military  affairs.  The  seriate  then  adjourned. 

January  14.  The  vice-president  communicated  a 
report  of  the  secretary  of  war,  in  obedience  to  a 
resolution  asking  whether  Rock  Island  was  aban- 
doned as  a military  post  by  the  United  States. 

The  secretary  said  in  iiis  report  that  it  had  not 
been  abandoned,  but  would  be  retained  as  a post 
for  the  defence  of  Iowa. 

The  following  memorials,  petitions,  &c.  were 
presented  and  appropriately  referred. 

Bv  the  vice  president,  a memorial  relating  to  the 
reduction  of  postage. 

By  Mr.  Grundy,  from  citizens  of  Milwaukie, 
praying  a confirmation  of  their  land  titles. 

By  Mr.  Linn,  from  the  citizens  of  Oregon,  pray- 
ing the  United  States  to  take  possession  of  the  ter- 
ritory, and  extend  its  jurisdiction  over  the  same. 

Also,  from  citizens  of  Missouri  in  relation  to  the 
same. 

Petitions  were  also  presented  by  Mr.  Mien,  Mr. 
Roane  and  Mr.  Norvell. 

Mr.  Prentiss , from  the  committee  on  public  lands, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  legisla- 
ture of  Missouri,  praying  for  a grant  of  land  lor  the 
education  and  instruction  of  deaf  and  dumb  per- 
sons in  that  state,  reported  a bill  granting  a town- 
ship of  land  for  that  purpose  to  each  of  the  states  of 
the  union  not  heretofore  provided  for. 

Mr.  Walker,  from  the  committee  on  public  lands, 
reported  a bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  Galena  and 
Chicago  Union  rail  road  company. 

Mr.  Norvell,  from  the  committee  on  public  lands, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  introduced  by  him, 
making  grants  of  public  land  to  certain  states  for 
purposes  of  internal  improvement,  reported  the 
same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Fulton,  from  the  committee  on  public  lands, 
reported  a bill  to  provide  For  the  defence  of  the 
western  borders  of  Louisiana,  Missouri  and  Arkan-i 
sas. 

Mr.  F.  submitted  a resolution  calling  on  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury  to  know  what  steps,  if  any, 
had  been  taken  in  relation  to  the  selection  of  a site 
for  a marine  hospital  on  Arkansas  river. 

Also,  that  the  committee  on  commerce  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a marine  hos- 
pital at  Little  Rock,  Askansas. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  King,  the  chair  filled  the  va- 
cancy in  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs;  caused  by 
the  resignation  of  Mr.  White,  with  the  name  of  Mr. 
Sevier. 

Mr.  Prentiss,  agreeably  to  notice,  asked  and  ob- 
tained leave  to  bring  in  a bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
administrator  of  Joseph  Edson. 

Other  bills  were  introduced,  on  leave,  twice  read 
and  referred. 

In  pursuance  of  notice,  Mr.  Norvell  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a bill  supplementary  to 
the  act  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt  in  certain 
cases;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
committee  on  the  judiciary. 

The  vice-president  having  announced  as  the  spe- 
cial order  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  collection,  safe- 
keeping and  transfer  of  the  public  money,  which 
was  discussed  as  to  its  details  chiefly,  until  the 
senate  adjourned. 

January  15.  A resolution  was  introduced  by  Mr. 
Williams,  of  Maine,  on  the  subject  of  the  Maine 


boundary,  calling  or.  the  president  for  all  informa- 
tion not  iieretolore  given  in  relation  to  that  sub- 
ject. 

The  sub-treasury  bill  was  again  discussed,  the 
question  being  on  raising  the  salarv  of  the  receiver 
at  New  Orleans  to  $4,000.  Which  motion  failed. 

Mr.  Allen  then  moved  that  it  should  be  $3,000 
per  annum,  which  motion  was  carried. 

Mr.  Sevier  then  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  in 
relation  to  t he  increase  of  salary  of  the  New  York 
receiver,  so  as  to  equalize  it  with  that  of  New  Or- 
leans; but  tlie  motion  was  lost,  ayes  20,  noes  21. 

The  salaries  of  other  officers  were  fixed  at  2,500 
dollars. 

On  motion  the  senate  went  into  executive  busi- 
ness, and  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  Jan.  10.  The  journal  havingbeen  read 

Mr.  Randolph,  of  New  Jersey,  resumed  the  floor, 
anil  concluded  the  speech  he  had  commenced  yes- 
terday, in  which  tie  went  into  a general  review  of 
the  New  Jersey  case  from  the  beginning,  arguing 
in  vindication  of  the  course  of  the  governor  and 
council,  and  in  favor  of  the  right  of  his  colleagues 
claiming  under  their  commission. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maine,  next  obtained  the  floor,  and 
went  into  an  explanation  in  regard  to  the  case  of 
Roberts,  in  Maine,  which  had  been  alluded  to  yes- 
terday by  Mr.  Botts,  who  read  a speech  of  Mr. 
Smith’s  containing  doctrine  alleged  by  him  to  be 
directly  opposite  to  that  Mr.  S.  now  advocated.— 
In  the  close  of  this  explanation.  Mr.  Smith  intro- 
duced an  eulogium  on  general  Jackson, 

Mr.  Starkweather,  of  Ohio,  rose  to  ’address  the 
chair,  when  he  was  reminded  by  the  speaker  that 
there  remained  but  three  minutes  to  the  time  fixed 
in  the  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  election  of  printer. 

Mr.  Bell  inquired  of  Mr.  Starkweather,  whether 
the  argument  he  proposed  making,  was  directly  on 
the  amendments  moved  by  Mr.  B.  or  could  as  well 
be  made  should  the  amendments  he  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Starkweather  replied  that  he  intended  to 
speak  to  the  general  subject;  such  as  had  been  the 
practice  during  Ibe  debate  pursued  by  other  "en- 
tlemen.  ~ ° 

Mr.  Bell  said  he  was  willing  to  withdraw  the 
amendments,  if  thereby  the  time  of  the  house  would 
be  saved;  but  as  the  gentleman’s  speech  would  be 
made  whether  it  was  withdrawn  or  not,  he  held 
himself  irresponsible  for  the  further  continuance  of 
the  dehate. 

Mr.  Starkweather  then  commenced  his  speech 
and  had  proceeded  some  time,  when 

The  speaker  announced  that  it  was  1 o’clock,  file 
lime  fixed  for  tile  election  of  a printer  to  the  house 
this  being  the  day  to  which  that  election  had  been 
postponed.  [Cries  of  “Go  on!  go  on!”] 

Mr.  Rives,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  postpone  the 
orders  of  the  day,  and  suffer  the  present  debate  to 
proceed. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded,  and  ordered 
on  this  motion. 

Mr.  Clifford,  of  Maine,  inquired  of  the  chair 
whether  the  order  of  the  day  was  now  binding  the 
rules  and  orders  of  the  liouse  having  been  suspended 
to  receive  the  resolution  now  under  debate? 

The  chair  replied  that  his  own  judgment  was 
that  the  order  ol  the  day  was  suspended  with  the 
rest  of  the  rules  and  orders;  but  (lie  recent  prac- 
tice of  the  house  had  been  the  other  way,  and  the 
chair  declined  assuming  the  responsibility  o’f  chang- 
ing it.  * 


A tleoate  on  oruer  hereupon  arose,  and,  it  bavin" 
proceeded  some  time,  the  chair  reconsidered  its 
opinion  before  expressed,  and  decided  that  the 
orders  of  the  day  were  suspended,  as  well  the  spe- 
cial order  as  all  others,  and  that  the  debate  must 
therefore  proceed. 

From  this  decision  Mr.  Giddings  took  an  appeal 
which  was  discussed  for  some  lime,  but  eventually 
withdrawn. 

Mr.  Starkweather  then  resumed  his  speech 
which  he  prosecuted  with  great  animation  till  past 

two  o’clock.  Mr.  Starkweather  having  concluded 

The  speaker  gave  the  floor  to  Mr.  Clifford  of 
Main,  when  ,u  9 

Mr.  Bolts  rose  and  appealed  to  the  courtesy  of 
the  gentleman  from  Maine  to  allow  him  lo  reply  f0 
certain  remarks  which  had  fallen  from  another  gen- 
tleman trn m Maine  (Mr.  Smith).  6 

Mr.  Clifford  declined  .yielding,  on  the  ground  (as 
the  reporter  understood  the  gentleman  in  a subse- 
quent part  of  the  proceedings  to  say)  that  he  had 
endeavored  many  times,  but  unsuccessfully  to  ob- 
tain the  floor. 


Mr.  Botts  then  resumed  his  seat,  remarking  that 
whenever  the  gentleman  from  Maine,  in  a similar 
case,  should  appeal  to  his  courtesy,  ( Mr.  B ) . would 
yield  the  floor  to  him  with  the  greatest  pleasure 
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Mr.  Clifford  then  proceeded  to  address  the  house, 
commencing  with  the  history  of  the  controversy 
from  its  inception.  In  doing  so,  and  in  the  regular 
process  of  his  argument,  Mr.  C.  proceeded  to  vin- 
dicate the  conduct  of  Ihe  cleik  of  the  house  in  the 
course  which  he  had  adopted,  and  proposed  to  read, 
as  a part  of  his  own  speech,  the  reasons  by  which 
the  clerk  was  governed  in  taking  that  course,  and 
which,  it  will  be  recollected,  the  house  had  here- 
tofore refused  to  the  clerk  himself  permission 
to  read. 

Mr-  Peck  objected  to  the  reading  of  the  docu- 
ment as  out  of  order.  He  was  willing  to  listen  to 
a speech  of  any  length  that  the  gentleman  might 
make. 

Mr.  Clifford  persisted  that  he  had  the  floor. — 
He  trusted,  he  said,  that  no  other  gentleman  would 
object  to  the  reading  of  the  paper.  He  had  but  lit- 
tle experience  here,  but  he  knew  something  of  the 
proceedings  of  legislative  bodies,  and  he  had  never 
known  objection  made  to  the  reading  of  a paper, 
unless  there  was  a manifest  disposition  to  waste 
time. 

Mr.  Peck  inquired  if  the  point  of  order  was  de- 
batable. If  so,  he  wished  to  submit  his  reasons 
for  objecting. 

xMr.  Clifford  said  he  wished  to  read  this  as  a part 
of  his  speech. 

Tiie  speaker  said  that,  objection  having  been 
made,  the  paper  could  only  be  read  by  leave  of  the 
house. 

Mr.  Clifford  moved  for  leave,  and  asked  the  yeas 
and  nays;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Wise  hoped  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
(Mr.  Peck)  would  withdraw  his  objection  to  the 
reading,  although  it  certainly  was  better  that  papers 
so  voluminous  as  this,  should  be  published  rather 
than  read.  For  his  own  part,  he  would  take  this 
occasion  to  say  that  he  always  wished  to  hear  this 
paper  read,  and  from  the  clerk  himself. 

Mr.  Mitchell  suggested  that  the  paper  be  read  by 
its  title. 

Mr.  Peck  withdrew  his  objection. 

Mr.  Andrews , of  Kentucky,  renewed  it,  and  in- 
dicated his  intention  to  persist. 

Mr.  Wise  said  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  (Mr. 
Duncan)  had  been  permitted  to  read  documents 
more  irrelevant  than  this. 

Mr.  Granger  inquired  what  the  paper  was? 

The  speaker  said  that  the  gentleman  from  Maine 
(Mr.  Clifford)  had  described  it  as  a paper  drawn  up 
by  the  clerk  of  the  house  in  relation  to  his  course 
in  the  discharge  of  his  duty. 

Some  few  words  of  inquiry  passed,  not  distinctly 
heard  by  the  reporler. 

When  the  question  was  taken,  and  decided  in  the 
allirmalive:  yeas  1 1 0,  nays  68. 

So  the  house  permitted  the  paper  to  be  read. 

The  clerk  therefore  read  the  paper  containing  his 
reasons  lor  declining  to  call  the  names  of  the  New 
Jersey  members,  and  proceeded  to  read  the  appen- 
dix thereto,  being  a citation  of  the  precedents  by 
which  his  course  wassutained. 

The  reading  of  this  latter  document  had  progress- 
ed but  a little,  when, 

Mr.  Reynolds  moved  that  the  house  adjourn. 

Mr.  Stanly  asked  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were 
not  ordei  e'd. 

Mr.  Bolts  appealed  to  the  gentleman  who  had 
moved  the  adjournment  to  withdraw  the  motion,  to 
enable  him  to  put  a distinct  question  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maine  (Mr.  Smith)  before  the  remarks 
of  that  gentlemen  went  into  the  public  prints. 

Mr  Clifford  suggested  that  Mr.  Sinith  was  not  at 
present  in  his  seat. 

Mr.  Bolts  said  that  the  gentleman  not  being  pre- 
sent,  he  could  not  say  what  he  had  to  say.  But,  in 
the  mean  time,  he  hoped  the  reporters  would  with- 
hold the  remarks  which  the  gentleman  had  submit- 
ted to-day. 

And  the  question  recurring  on  the  adjournment, 
tellers  were  demanded;  arid  Messrs.  Pope  and  Chap- 
man were  appointed  tellers. 

And  the  affirmative  vote  having  been  announced 
as  ayes  92— 

Mr.  Slunly  (amidst  some  cries  For  order)  said  he 
had  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  because  he  wished  to 
know  who  voted  for  the  adjournment.  The  yeas 
and  nays  had  been  refused.  He  had  observed  that 
onlv  seven  whigs  passed  through  ihe  tellers,  which 
showed  that  the  supporters  of  the  administration 
did  occasionally  go  for  an  adjournment,  although 
they  were  afraid  to  record  their  names. 

Arid  the  negative  vote  having  been  counted, 
there  appeared  49.  So  the  house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  Jan.  11.  By  general  consent,  the 
speaker  laid  before  the  house  a communication  from 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  enclosing  a printed 
copy  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  year 
1839;  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  pub- 
lic expenditures. 


The  unfinished. business  of  yesterday  (being  the, 
resolutions  of  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of 
elections,  [Mr.  Campbell,  of  South  Carolina],  pro- 
posing the  reference  to  that  committee  of  all  the 
papers.  &c.  in  the  case  of  the  New  Jersey  contest- 
ed election)  having  been  announced  by  the  speaker, 
and  Mr.  Clifford,  of  Maine,  being  entitled  to  the 
floor  from  yesterday — 

Mr.  Bolls  rose  and  requested  the  gentleman  from 
Maine  [Mr.  Clifford ] to  yield  the  floor  so  as  to  ena- 
ble him  [Mr.  B.]  to  pat  a question  to  the  gentle- 
man’s colleague,  [Mr.  Albert  Smith]. 

Mr.  Clifford  acceding — 

Mr.  Bolts  said  he  regretted  it  had  not  been  in  his 
power  to  catch  the  eye  of  the  speaker  yesterday, 
that  he  might  have  submitted  Ihe  question  which 
lie  desired  now  to  submit,  at  the  time  the  remarks 
to  which  it  bad  reference  were  made.  It  was  no 
fault  of  his  that  the  matter  had  been  deferred  until 
this  morning.  He  occupied  a position  before  the 
house  which  was  at  all  times  a painful  one — that  of 
having  to  reply'  to  remarks  of  a personally  offensive 
character.  And  probably,  it  would  be  right,  before 
he  proceeded  to  do  so,  to  make  an  explicit  demand 
from  the  gentleman  from  Maine,  [Mr.  A.  Smith], 
The  gentleman’s  remarks  were  of  an  offensive  cha- 
racter— of  a character  which  probably  the  gentle- 
man himself  was  not  fully  apprized  of.  Mr.  B.  now 
called  upon  him  to  state  distinctly  to  this  house, 
whether  in  the  language  “vile  and  base  slander,” 
used  in  reply  to  [Mr.  B’s]  remarks  characterizing 
the  course  of  the  democratic  party  on  the  New  Jer- 
sey contested  election;  and  the  language,  that  his- 
tory in  all  time  to  come  would  give  the  lie  to  the 
charge  which  he  [Mr.  B.]  had  made,  that  general 
Jackson  was  a tyrant,  was  intended  to  apply  to  him 
personally — whether  the  gentleman  intended  to  say 
that  he  [Mr.  B.]  was  the  author  of  a vile  and  base 
slander,  or  that  he  had  uttered  a lie  in  relation  to 
general  Jackson?  He  required  a distinct  answer. 

Mr.  Smith  said  that  before  he  replied  to  the  de- 
mand thus  peremptorily  made  upon  him  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Botis],  he  [Mr.  S.] 
would  inquire  of  the  chair  whether,  after  answering 
the  demand,  he  should  be  allowed  to  reply  to  such 
remarks  as  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  should  be 
permitted  by  the  chair  to  make  subsequent  to  that 
answer. 

The  speaker  replied  that  he  could  only  say  that 
the  chair  would  not  permit  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  to  make  any  remarks  which  were  out  of 
order,  if  the  chair  heard  them;  nor  was  it  in  order 
to  reply  to  remarks  out  of  order  bv  remarks  of  a 
similar  character.  It  would  depend  on  the  courtesy 
of  the  other  gentleman  from  Maine,  [Mr.  Clifford], 
who  was  entitled  to  the  floor  on  the  question  pend- 
ing before  the  house,  whether  he  [Mr.  S.]  would 
be  afforded  an  opportunity  to  reply. 

Mr.  Smith  said  he  would  then  like  to  know  whe- 
ther his  colleague  would  give  way  to  him,  that  he 
might  reply  to  any  remarks  which  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  Mr.  B.  might  make  subsequent  to 
his  answer,  and  which  remarks  the  chair  might  con- 
sider to  be  in  order? 

Mr.  Clifford  replied  affirmately. 

Mr.  Sinith  said  he  had  then  no  hesitation  in  re- 
plying to  the  demand  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia. 

In  regard  to  the  remarks  which  he,  Mr.  S.  had 
submitted  to  the  house  in  defence  of  gen.  Jackson, 
he  had  simply  to  say  that,  holding  as  he  did  the 
character  and  public  services  of  that  individual,  in 
common  wilb  the  whole  civilized  world,  in  the  high- 
est respect  and  veneration,  he  would  never  permit 
his  character  to  be  assailed  without  replying  to  such 
assailment.  As  to  the  character  of  that  individual, 
men  did  entertain,  and  had  a right  to  entertain  dif- 
ferent opinions.  Whether  Andrew  Jackson  was  a 
tyrant  or  not,  was  a matter  of  opinion.  And  when 
he,  Mr.  S.  said  that  all  history  would  give  the  lie  to 
the  charge  made  against  Andrew  Jackson  that  he 
was  a tyrant,  he  said,  or  meantto  say,  (and  he  sup- 
posed that  every  man  of  common  intelligence  so  un- 
derstood him),  that  that  opinion  was  an  erroneous 
one,  and  that  all  history  would  so  stamp  it.  He  had 
loo  much  respect  for  his  station  here  to  charge  any 
gentleman  upon  this  floor,  in  this  house,  with  hav- 
ing uttered  a wilful  and  deliberate  lie.  He  should 
be" ashamed  of  himself,  and  his  constituents  would 
be  ashamed  of  him,  if  he  were  to  make  such  a de- 
claration. All  he  said,  or  meant  to  say,  was,  that 
the  opinion  offered  here  or  elsewhere,  that  Andrew 
Jackson  was  a tyrant,  would  be  pronounced  by  all 
history  to  be  false  and  erroneous. 

Mr.  Botis  said  he  understood  the  gentleman,  in 
the  explanation  he  had  offered,  as  disclaiming  an 
intention  to  impute  any  improper  motive  in  any 
Ihing  he  had  said — as  saying  that  he  was  utterly  in- 
capable of  charging  any  gentleman  with  uttering  a 
deliberate  falsehood,  but  that  it  was  an  erroneous 
impression — a mere  matter  of  opinion,  as  to  which 


history  would  speak  in  tertr^  not  to  be  misunder- 
stood. 

Under  these  circumstances,  it  did  not  become 
him,  Mr.  B.  to  say  any  thing  further.  He  wished 
it,  however,  to  be  distinctly  understood  that  he  re- 
garded the  gentleman  as  having  disavowed  any  in- 
tention to  impute  to  him,  in  the  slightest  degree, 
the  statementof  a falsehood.  If  that  was  not  so,  if 
the  gentleman  did  not  distinctly  disavow  any  inten- 
tion to  use  remarks  personally  offensive,  Mr.  B. 
wished  he  would  say  so  distinctly  to  the  house. 

The  speaker  here  said  he  would  state  his  own 
impression  ot  what  had  been  said.  The  chair  did 
not  flnderstand  the  gentleman  from  Maine  yester- 
day, (Mr.  Smith)  as  imputing  any  thing  personal  to 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  or  the  chair  would  at 
once  have  arrested  him  in  his  remarks. 

Mr.  Smith  said  he  believed  that  such  was  the  opi- 
nion of  the  house.  He  thought  his  language  was 
sufficiently  clear  then — he  had  endeavored  to  make 
it  so  now;  and  if  he  had  not  succeeded,  it  was  Be- 
cause he  had  not  the  ability  to  express  himself  more 
explicitly. 

Mr.  Botts  said  he  should  then  not  think  himself 
at  liberty  to  say  anything  further. 

Mr.  Duncan  rose  and  appealed  to  the  gentleman 
(Mr.  Clifford)  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor  on  the 
New  Jersey  contested  election,  to  yield  for  a mo- 
ment to  enable  him  [Mr.  D.]  to  name  a paper 
which  lie  intended  to  have  introduced  as  a part  of 
bis  speech,  and  he  contemplated  inserting  it  in  the 
printed  report  thereof. 

Mr.  Clifford  having  yielded,  Mr.  Duncan  proceed- 
ed to  say  that  it  was  nothing  more  than  part  of  the 
first  instalment  of  his  speech  delivered  some  days 
ago,  and  which  some  gentlemen  in  the  gallery  had 
turned  into  rhyme,  and  sent  to  the  Globe  office. 

Mr.  D.  added  that  he  had  got  a good  tune  for  it. 
[Cries  from  many  parts:  “read  it — sing  it — let  us 
hear  it — tune  up,”  &c.] 

Mr.  Duncan , in  some  apparent  bewilderment  as 
to  the  mode  in  which  he  should  communicate  the 
rhymes  to  the  house,  still  retaining  the  floor — 

The  speaker  said  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  was 
out  of  order. 

Mr.  Mitchell  moved  that  the  gentleman  be  allowed 
to  sing  his  song. 

The  speaker  interposed,  saying  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Maine  [Mr.  Clifford]  was  entitled  to  the 
floor,  and  that  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Dun- 
can] would  take  his  seat. 

Mr.  Duncan  then  resumed  his  seat  amidst  much 
manifest  disappointment  on  the  part  of  the  house, 
which  continued  throughout  the  day,  and  threw  a 
melancholy  shade  over  the  residue  of  the  proceed- 
ings. 

Mr.  Clifford  rising  to  resume  his  argument — 

Mr.  Peck  inquired  if  the  clerk  had  finished  read- 
ing his  book.  Mr.  P.  understood  not.  He  under- 
stood that  the  clerk  had  skipped  the  title  page  and 
many  of  the  anecdotes.  The  house  had  required 
that  the  whole  document  should  be  read,  and  Mr. 
P.  wished  to  hear  the  whole  of  it. 

Mr.  Clifford  did  not  acquiesce,  he  said,  iri  the 
principle  iaid  down  by  the  gentleman.  The  house 
had  granted  him  permission  to  have  a certain  do- 
cument read,  and  he  might  avail  himself  of  the 
privilege  of  using  the  whole  or  only  a part  of  it. 
He  had  a right  to  suspend  the  reading  if  he  pleased. 

Mr.  Peck Insisting  on  the  reading — 

Mr.  Clifford  said  he  had  not  the  least  objection 
to  the  clerk  reading  the  whole  document. 

The  clerk  then  resumed  and  closed  the  reading  of 
the  appendix  to  his  statement,  [read  yesterday]. 

After  which,  Mr.  Clifford  resumed  his  argument 
and  continued  to  speak  until  past  3 o’clock,  when 
the  floor  was  obtained  by 

Mr.  Cooper,  of  Penn,  in  reply,  who  bad  proceed- 
ed in  but  a few  introductory  sentences  when  he 
yielded  to  a motion  by  Mr.  Cranston  for  an  adjourn- 
ment; on  this  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  de- 
manded, but  refused,  and  therepon  the  house  ad- 
journed. 

Tuesday,  Jan.  34.  The  hon.  Osmyn  Baker,  mem- 
ber elect  from  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  appear- 
ed, was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

A moiion  was  made  by  Mr.  Lincoln,  (which  eli- 
cited some  debate),  to  amend  the  journal  of  yes- 
terday’s proceedings,  so  far  as  it  related  to  the  point 
of  order  which  arose  on  the  presentation,  by  Mr. 
L.  of  certain  memorials. 

The  motion  of  amendment,  was,  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Cave  Johnson,  laid  on  the  table — ayes  84, 
noes  59. 

On  leave  given,  Mr.  Jones,  from  the  committee 
of  w'ays  and  means,  introduced  a resolution  au- 
thorising that  committee  to  employ  a clerk;  which 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  W.  Cost  Johnson  asked  leave  to  submit  a 
similar  resolution  from  the  committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict ot  Columbia. 
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Mr.  Petrikin  objected. 

Mr.  W.  Thompson  rose  and  said  that,  for  the  first 
time  since  he  had  had  the  honor  of  a seat  in  this 
house,  he  was  about  to  aslc  for  a suspension  of  the 
rule,  to  enable  him  to  offer  a resolution  heretofore 
submitted  by  his  friend  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Wise), 
who  was  now  detained  Irom  the  house  by  indispo- 
sition. The  resolution  was  in  exact  conformity  to 
the  action  of  the  house  yesterday,  upon  the  subject 
of  abolition;  and,  by  its  adoption,  the  house  would 
save  itself  infinite  time  and  unpleasantness. 

Mr.  Chinn  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  C.  said  that,  before  the  question  was  taken, 
he  would  ask  that  a resolution  which  he  would  send 
to  the  clerk’s  table,  and  which  he  intended  to  oiler 
in  case  of  the  rejection  of  the  other,  might  be  read 
for  information. 

The  speaker  said  it  could  only  be  read  by  leave. 

The  resolution  was  read  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  all  petitions,  memorials,  resolutions 
and  addresses  of  every  description,  touching  the  aboli- 
tion of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  or  in  the 
states  or  territories,  or  in  any  manner  relating  to  the 
existence  of  slavery  or  the  slave  trade  in  the  United 
States,  be  referred,  without  debate,  to  a select  commit- 
tee, with  instructions  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Adams  (who  is  very  imperfectly  heard  by 
the  reporters  on  the  right  of  the  chair)  was  under- 
stood to  allude  to  the  fact,  that  a motion  to  suspend 
the  rule  for  the  introduction  of  the  same  resolution 
(introduced  originally  by  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, Mr.  Wise)  had  been  twice  rejected  by  the 
house.  And  with  a view  to  prevent  the  motion 
being  again  brought  up,  he  moved  the  indefinite 
postponement  of  the  motion  to  suspend. 

The  speaker  said  it  was  not  in  order  to  make  a 
motion  for  the  indefinite  postponement  of  a motion 
to  suspend  the  rule. 

Mr.  Black  asked  that  a resolution  which  he  had 
prepared  might  be  read  for  information,  in  order 
that  his  course  upon  tins  question  might  be  under- 
stood. 

The  chair  said  it  was  not  in  order,  but  the  reso- 
lution could  be  read  by  leave. 

Mr.  Hoffman  inquired  of  the  chair  whether,  if 
the  motion  to  suspend  the  rule  prevailed,  the  effect 
would  be  to  postpone  the  special  order,  (commenc- 
ing at  one  o’clock),  which  was  the  report  of  the 
select  committee  on  the  rules  and  orders  of  the 
house? 

The  speaker  was  of  opinion  that  the  effect  of  the 
motion,  if  it  prevailed,  would  be  to  postpone  the 
special  order,  provided  the  resolution  was  not  dis- 
posed of  before  the  time  for  the  special  order  ar- 
rived. 

Mr.  Hoffman  said,  in  that  event,  the  house  would 
be  left  without  rules  of  order  for  to-morrow.  It 
was  all  important  that  they  should  be  considered 
to-day,  having  already  been  twice  postponed. 

Mr.  Black  inquired  of  the  chair  whether,  if  the 
motion  to  suspend  the  rule  prevailed,  it  would  then 
be  in  order  for  him  to  move  to  strike  out  from  the 
resolution  all  after  the  word  “resolved,”  and  insert 
his  proposition  as  an  amendment? 

The  speaker  having  replied  in  the  affirmative — 

Mr.  Black  gave  notice  that  he  should  do  so,  in 
the  event  of  the  motion  to  suspend  being  agreed  to. 

And  the  clerk  having  proceeded  to  call  the  names 
of  the  members,  and  being  about  to  call  that  of 
Mr.  Underwood — 

Mr.  U.  rose  and  said  he  should  ask  to  be  excus- 
ed from  voting,  unless  he  might  be  permitted  to  ask 
of  the  chair  certain  information  on  which  his  vote 
would  depend. 

The  speaker  read  the  rule,  that  “all  motions  to 
excuse  a member  from  voting  shall  be  made  before 
the  house  divides,  or  before  the  call  of  the  yeas  and 
nays  is  commenced;  and  any  member  requesting 
to  be  excused  from  voting  may  make  a brief  ver- 
bal statement  of  the  reasons  for  making  such  re- 
quest,” &c. 

The  chair,  therefore,  was  of  opinion  that  the  gen- 
tleman was  out  of  order. 

And  the  name  of  Mr.  Underwood  having  been 
called,  that  gentleman  did  not  answer  to  his  name. 

Mr.  IV.  Thompson  said  he  would  not  submit  to 
this  from  any  quarter. 

And  the  roll  having  been  called  through — 

Mr.  Vanderpoel  rose  and  inquired  of  the  chair 
whether  the  gentlemen  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Under- 
wood, had  voted?  Mr.  V.  believed  not.  The  house, 
under  its  rules,  had  a right  to  insist  that  every  gen- 
tleman who  was  within  the  bar  at  the  time  his  name 
was  called  should  vote.  Was  this  the  right  time  to 
raise  the  question? 

The  speaker  thought  that  the  proper  time  would 
be  after  the  list  of  those  who  had  voted  had  been 
read  over. 

Mr.  Vanderpoel  said  he  should  then  bring  the  ques- 
tion up. 


Mr.  Underwood  having  risen  and  addressed  the 
speaker — 

The  speaker  put  the  interrogatory,  “were  you 
within  the  bar  when  your  name  was  called?” 

•»J\lr.  Underwood  replied  that  he  was.  But  he  had 
risen  for  the  purpose  of  making  a statement,  if  the 
house  would  hear  him. 

The  speaker  said  the  gentleman  could  only  pro- 
ceed by  leave. 

Objection  was  made. 

And  the  names  of  the  gentlemen  who  had  voted 
having  been  read  over. 

Mr.  Underwood  rose  and  said  that  his  name  had 
not  been  read.  He  wished  to  vote,  but  there  was 
one  thing  upon  which  his  vote  depended.  If  he  was 
to  understand 

The  speaker  said  the  gentleman  was  not  in  order. 
He  must  answer  ay  or  no. 

Mr.  Underwood  desired  to  be  informed  by  the 
chair  what  the  effect  of  the  resolution  would  be? 
Was  it  to  be  that,  if  adopted,  the  abolition  petitions 
were  laid  on  the  table,  with  the  motion?  If  so,  he 
should  vote  in  the  negative.  If  the  effect  was  to 
leave  the  petition  in  the  hand  of  the  member,  he 
should  vote  in  the  affirmative.  Upon  that  question 
his  vote  depended. — He  had  no  desire  to  avoid  re- 
sponsibility. 

The  spealcer  said  the  gentleman  was  out  of  time. 

Mr.  Vanderpoel  protested  against  the  proceeding 
of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky. 

Mr.  W.  Thompson  submitted  to  the  chair  that  the 
gentleman  was  obliged  to  vote;  (and  read  the  rule 
applicable  Thereto).  The  gentleman  being  within 
the  bar  of  the  house  must  vote. 

Mr.  T.  here  made  a remark  as  to  what  he  regard- 
ed to  be  the  effect  of  the  resolution,  but  which  the 
reporter  could  not  hear. 

Mr.  Cushing  objected  to  any  explanation  as  to  the 
intention  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Underwood  said,  if  it  was  the  opinion  of  the 
chair  that  these  petitions  would  not  be  laid  on  the 
table,  he  wished  to  vote  in  he  affirmative. 

[Cries  of  “order!”  “order!”] 

And  the  chair  then  announced  the  decision  as  fol- 
lows: Yeas  128,  nays  77. 

So,  two-tlnrds  not  voting  therefor,  the  rule  was  not 
suspended. 

Mr.  Hoffman  called  for  the  speial  order. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  S.  C.  asked  leave  to  offer  a reso- 
lution authorising  the  committee  of  elections  to  em- 
ploy a clerk. 

Objection  was  made. 

A point  of  order  was  here  raised  by  Mr.  Adams, 
(as  the  reporter  understood)  that  the  call  for  peti- 
tions came  up  as  unfinished  business,  and  was  enti- 
tled to  priority  over  the  special  order. 

The  speaker  decided  that  a special  order,  to  have 
precedence  over  a class  of  business  which,  by  the 
rules  of  the  house,  has  priority  over  it  must  have 
been  made  special  by  a vote  of  two-thirds;  but  that 
a special  order,  made  such  by  a majority  only,  would 
take  precedence  over  other  business  of  the  same 
class,  not  made  special. 

Mr.  R.  Garland  appealed  from  the  decision. 

Some  debate  ensue,  which  resulted  in  the  with- 
drawal of  the  appeal,  and  in  the  success  of  a renew- 
ed motion  from  Mr.  Hoffman,  that  the  house  proceed 
to  the  special  order. 

[The  report  of  the  select  committee  of  the  rules, 
of  which  Mr.  Hoffman  was  chairman,  proposes  se- 
veral alterations  in  the  rules;  the  principal  of  which 
are — 

That  “no  member  shall  speak  more  than  once  (in- 
stead of  twice,  as  the  rule  now  stands),  to  the  same 
question  without  leave  of  the  house,  unless  he  be  the 
mover,  proposer  or  introducer  of  the  matter  pending; 
in  which  case  he  shall  be  permitted  to  speak  in  re- 
ply, but  not  until  every  member  choosing  to  speak 
shall  have  spoken.” 

That  a motion  to  fix  the  time  to  which  the  house 
shall  adjourn  shall  have  the  same  right  of  priority 
over  every  other  question  as  a motion  to  adjourn. 

To  alter  the  rule  which  recognizes  and  defines 
the  effect  of  the  previous  question,  so  that  it  shail  read 
as  follows:  “The  previous  question  shall  be  in  this 
form:  ‘Shall  the  main  question  be  now  put?’  It 
shall  only  be  admitted  when  demanded  by  a ma- 
jority of  the  members  present,  and  its  effect  shall 
be  to  put  an  end  to  all  debate,  and  bring  the  house 
to  a direct  vole  upon  amendments,  and  then  upon 
the  main  question,”  &e.] 

The  following  resolution  was  also  recommended 
by  the  committee  for  adoption  by  the  house: 

“ Resolved , That,  alter  the  adjournment  of  this 
session  of  congress  the  speaker  direct  the  desks  be- 
fore the  seats  ot  the  members  to  be  removed. 

The  first  of  the  above  mentioned  amendments  gave 
rise  to  a debate. 

Mr.  Clark,  of  New  YTork,  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment  of  the  committee  by  adding  thereto] 


these  words— “that  the  duration  of  a speech  should 
not  exceed  one  hour.” 

Mr.  Dawson  suggested  a further  amendment — 
“and  that  each  member  entitled  to  an  hour,  shall 
have  the  liberty  of  transferring  that  hour. 

Mr.  W.  Thompson  suggested,  as  a further  amend- 
ment, that  the  house  should  appoint  timers,  as  was 
done  on  the  race  course,  and  should  change  tlie 
clock  for  independent  second  hand  watches. 

Mr.  Biddle  moved  the  previous  question;  which 
was  seconded. 

In  answer  to  an  inquiry,  the  chair  stated  (hat  the 
main  question  would  be  on  the  rides  as  amended  by 
the  committee. 

Mr.  Lewis  Williams  appealed  to  Mr.  Biddle  to 
withdraw  (he  demand  for  the  previous  question;  but 
the  latter  gentleman  persisted  in  his  motion. 

And  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  now 
put. 

Mr.  Lewis  Williams  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered. 

And  the  main  question  was  then  taken  and  decided 
in  the  affirmative — Yeas  126,  nays  77. 

So  the  rule,  as  amended  by  the  committee  was 
adopted. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  on  an  amend- 
ment declaring  the  motion  declaring  the  day  to 
which  the  house  wall  adjourn,  as  w'ell  as  the  motion 
to  adjourn,  itself,  not  debateable;  when  that  amend- 
ment was  carried  by  yeas  and  nays:  yeas  OS,  nays  74. 

The  question  next  recurred  on  the  modification  of 
the  effect  of  the  previous  question,  which  was  dis- 
cussed at  great  length  and  finally  adopted  without 
alteration  by  yeas  and  nays:  yeas  101,  nays  95. 

And  then  the  house,  at  past  4 o’clock  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  Jan.  15.  The  journal  having  been 
read,  Mr.  Campbell,  of  S.  C.  moved  that  the  com- 
mittee of  elections  be  empowered  to  employ  a clerk. 
And  a desultory  conversation  ensued  as  to  thd  ne- 
cessity for  a clerk,  the  compensation  he  should  re- 
ceive, iffc.  which  resulted  in  Mr.  Campbell’s  mo- 
difying his  motion  so  as  to  limit  the  compensation 
of  ihe  clerk  to  $-1  per  diem,  while  in  the  discharge 
of  his  duties;  in  which  form  the  motion  was  agree 
to. 

Mr.  Howard,  of  Indiana,  was,  at  his  own  request, 
excused  from  serving  on  the  committee  on  the  ex- 
penditures in  the  war  department. 

Mr.  Hoffman,  chairman  of  the  select  committee 
on  amending  the  rules  of  order,  called  for  the  order 
of  the  day;  wdiich  was  the  consideration  of  that 
committee’s  report.  And  that  being  taken  up  as  the 
unfinished  business  of  vesterday,  the  question  re- 
curred on  the  only  remaining  amendment  reported 
by  the  committee. 

Mr.  Adams  suggested  that  this  resolution  was 
not  in  order,  as  it  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  rules 
of  order,  which  subject  alone  had  been  referred  to 
the  committee. 

Before  any  decision  was  given  by  the  chair  on  this 
point  of  order. 

Mr.  Hoffman  addressed  the  house  in  support  of 
the  resolution,  urging,  as  his  chief  argument,  that  the 
presence  of  the  desks,  rendering  members  very  com- 
fortable and  affording  them  facilities  forwriting  let- 
ters, k.c.  prevented  gentlemen  addressing  the  house 
from  being  fully  sensible  how  weary  it  often  was  of 
listening  to  their  speeches.  Were  this  accommoda- 
tion removed,  the  house  would  be  obliged  to  listen; 
and  then  it  would  soon  be  perceived  when  a speaker 
was  wearying  the  house,  and  no  man  had  hardihood 
enough  lo  induce  him  long  to  persevere  against  a 
general  expression  of  fatigue  and  ennui.  He  ap- 
pealed to  the  rapid  despatch  of  business  in  the  Bri- 
tish parliament  as  an  illustration  of  his  position. 

After  a brief  debate,  in  which  the  resolution  was 
opposed  by  Mr.  Banks,  of  Virginia,  that  gentleman 
called  for  the  previous  question. 

When  Mr.  Lewis  Williams  moved  to  lay  the  re- 
solution on  the  table. 

Mr.  Adams  again  raised  his  point  of  order,  insist- 
ing that  the  committee  were  not  competent  to  re- 
port such  a resolution,  it  being  irrelevant  to  the  ob- 
ject of  their  appointment. 

This  chair  decided  the  resolution  to  be  in  order; 
and  the  question  being  taken  on  Mr.  Williams’  mo- 
tion to  lay  it  on  the  table,  it  was  carried:  yeas  lit) 
noes  55. 

So  the  resolution  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Coles,  of  Virginia,  moved  as  a further  amend- 
ment to  the  rules,  the  substance  of  the  resolution 
proposed  by  him  a few  days  ago  concerning  aboli- 
tion petitions. 

Here  begun  a series  of  proceedings  and  debate, 
covering  the  general  subject,  which  continued  un- 
til the  hour  of  adjournment;  Messrs.  W.  Thomp- 
son, Monroe,  Granger,  Crabb  and  Gentry  partici- 
pating iri  the  debate. 

Mr.  Cooper,  of  Georgia,  obtained  the  floor,  and, 
on  his  motion,  the  house  adjourned. 
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Appalling  calam'ly.  Steamboat  Lexington  destroyed 
by  fire,  and  nearly  two  hundred  lines  lost. 

From  the  Bridgeport  Republican  Standard,  Jan.  14. 
The  Lexington  left  New  York  for  Stoniimton  on 
Monday.  3 o’clock,  P.  M.  having  it  is  believed  about 
one  hundred  and  fifty  passengers.  A large  quantity  of 
cotton  was  placed  upon  her  decks.  At  7 o’clock,  when 
about  two  miles  from  Eaton’s  neck,  the  cotton  took 
fire  near  the  smoke  pipe. 

The  boat  was  headed  for  the  shore  as  soon  as  the 
efforts  to  extinguish  the  fire  proved  unsuccessful.  She 
was  provided  with  three  boats— yet  such  was  the  panic 
which  took  possession  of  all  minds,  that  they  were 
hoisted  out  while  the  boat  was  still  under  headway,  and 
immediately  swamped. 

The  engine  a few  minutes  after  gave  way,  leaving 
her  utterly  unmanageable.  The  ]scene  which  then  en- 
sued, is  described  as  most  appalling. 

Captain  Chester  Hilliard,  of  Norwich,  a passenger 
on  board,  from  whom  we  have  gathered  these  few 
particulars,  states  that  soon  after  the  engine  stopped, 
the  passengers  began  to  leave  the  boat  on  boxes,  bales, 
&c.  In  company  with  one  of  the  firemen,  he  was  so 
furtunate  as  to  secure  a cotton  bale,  to  which  he  lashed 
himself.  He  remained  upon  this  bale,  the  wind  blow- 
ing off  Long  Island  shore,  until  11  o’clock  this  morn- 
ing, when  he  was  taken  up  by  the  sloop  Merchant,  of 
Southport. 

His  companion,  in  the  meantime,  had  been  released 
by  death  from  his  sufferings.  Two  others  were  taken 
up  by  the  sloop,  a fireman  and  the  pilot  of  the  boat. 
Both  were  nearly  insensible.  It  is  surprising  that  any 
should  have  survived  the  exposure.  There  is  too  much 
reason  to  fear  that  the  three  are  the  only  survivors.  It 
is,  however,  possible  that  the  others  may  have  been 
saved. 

The  boat  drifted  up  the  sound  with  the  tide,  and  was 
off  this  harbor  about  midnight.  Capt.  H.  states  she 
sunk  at  3 o’clock,  as  he  marked  the  time  by  his  watch. 

The  efforts  which  last  night  were  made,  in  this  vici- 
nity and  at  Southport,  to  go  in  aid  of  the  sufferers, 
proved,  owing  to  the  ice  in  the  harbors,  and  to  un- 
toward circumstances,  entirely  unavailing. 

We  learn  that  a boat  which  succeeded  in  getting  out 
of  Southport  harbor,  after  reaching  the  middle  of  the 
sound,  was  compelled  to  return. 

The  account  which  we  have  given  of  this  awful 
catastrophe,  is  exceedingly  imperfect.  It  may  be  well 
imagined  that  our  informant  is  hardly  in  a situation  to 
furnish  many  details. 

The  Amhlad.  The  trial  of  the  Africans,  taken  on 
the  schooner  Amistad,  is  now  in  progress  at  New  Ha- 
ven. One  of  the  witnesses  on  Wednesday,  was  in- 
terrupted by  the  judge,  who  said  he  was  fully  convinc- 
ed that  the  men  were  recently  from  Africa. 

The  army.  The  war  department  lias  issued  an  or- 
der tiiat  the  officers  of  the  afrny  wear  the  usual  milita- 
ry mourning  in  testimony  of  respect  to  general  Ber- 
nard, lately  deceased  in  France. 

Banks  of  Massachusetts.  The  abstract  of  the  bank 
returns  of  Massachusetts,  made  in  November,  shows 
the  number  of  banks,  in  that  state,  to  he  113.  Total 
amount  of  bills  in  circulation,  $7,873,322  50.  Totai 
amount  due  from  the  banks,  853,273,050  36.  Total 
amount  of  specie,  81,833,272  99. 

Bank  of  Alabama.  The  insolvent  and  doubtful  debt 
owing  to  the  State  bank  of  Alabama  and  branches  is 
estimated  at  live  millions.  The  largest  bad  debt  is  at 
Mobile;  the  smallest  at  Huntsville.  The  branch  at 
Huntsville,  it  is  said,  will  not  lose  $59,000. 

Boston  and  Portland  rail  road.  This  road  was  open- 
ed to  passengers  yesterday,  to  within  a few  miles  of 
Exeter  village'.  This  furnishes  forty-four  miles  of  rail 
road  between  Boston  and  this  city. 

The  public  debt  of  Boston  is  estimated  at  81,600,000. 

Burning  of  the  steamboat  Belle,  of  Missouri.  We 
stated,  on  Saturday,  that  the  steamboat  Belle,  of  Mis- 
souri, was  burned  whilst  stopping  to  wood  above  Cape 
Girardeau  ori  the  Mississippi,  on  the  Illinois  side.  The 
St.  Louis  Bulletin  gives  the  following  interesting  ac- 
count of  the  disaster: 

We  have  received  several  highly  interesting  accounts 
of  the  terrific  explosion  at  the  burning  of  the  Bellp. 
One  says  (hut  it  is  supposed  there  were  nearly  15J 
kegs  of  gun  powder  on  board,  and  that  the  explosion 
very  nearly  resembled  an  earthquake.  The  water  was 
very  much  agitated,  and  the  Susquehanna  steam- 
boat trembled  like  a leaf.  A log  house,  which  stood 
on  the  bank  near  the  river,  was  partly  unroofed,  and 
the  chinkings  between  the  logs  were  shaken  out. 
pieces  of  the  wreck  were  thrown  to  an  immense  dis- 
tance. 

Canals.  The  Harrisburg  Reporter  states  that  the 
water  was  drawn  off  from  the  Pennsylvania  canals  on 
Tuesday  last.  On  the  opening  of  the  navigation  next 
spring,  the  great  Pennsylvania  chain  will  have  two 
links  added  to  it  oi  the  most  imporiant  character.  At 
the  western  extremity  will  be  added  the  cross  cut  ca- 
nal, opening  a communication  with  the  Ohio  state 
cabal  and  Lake  Erie;  and  at  the  eastern  end  will  be 
added  the  Susquehanna  and  tide  water  canal,  render- 
ing perfect  the  communication  with  the  navigable  wa- 
ters of  the  Chesapeake  bay.  These  additions  will  add 
about  four  hundred  and  fifty  miles  of  canal  to  the 
Pennsylvania  chain,  besides  the  thousand  of  miles  of 
lake  navigation  tn  the  west,  and  the  whole  Atlantic 


coast  in  the  east.  Pennsylvania  will  then  begin  to 
realize  in  earnest  the  advantage  which  will  flow  irom 
her  stupendous  system  of  internal  improvements. 

[. Harrisburg  Chron. 

Convention  in  Ohio.  The  friends  of  the  administra- 
tion in  Ohio  held  a convention  at  Columbus  on  tiie 
8th  of  January,  for  the  transaction  of  business  con- 
nected with  their  party  operations.  The  hon.  Thomas 
L.  Hamer,  late  a member  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives, was  chosen  president  of  the  convention.  Go- 
vernor Shannon  was  re-nominated  for  election  to  the 
gubernatorial  chair. 

Election  of  United  Stales  senators.  On’Tuesday  last 
N.  P.  Talmadge,  esq.  was  elected  United  States  se- 
nator from  New  York,  receiving  in  the.  senate  19 
votes,  against  10  for  all  others,  and  in  the  house  69 
against  59. 

Daniel  Sturgeon,  esq.  was  on  Tuesday  the  14th  inst. 
chosen  by  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania  a senator  of 
the  United  States,  in  place  of  senator  McKean,  whose 
term  of  service  expired  on  the  fourth  of  March  last. 
Tiie  vote  on  joint  ballot  stood  for  Sturgeon,  (adm.)  87, 
Charles  Ogle,  (whig),  26,  and  Richard  Biddle,  (whig), 
17. 

Florida.  Tiie  Tallahassee  Floridian  of  the  28th  ult. 
says — “On  Saturday  night  last,  the  dwelling  of  major 
J.  S.  Taylor,  about  six  miles  from  Monticello,  was  at- 
tacked by  Indians  and  burnt  to  the  ground.  The  family 
made  their  escape. 

Fair.  The  most  successful  result,  as  regards  the 
amount  of  money  realised,  which  has  yet  attended 
any  of  the  ladies’  fairs  for  charitable  purposes,  has  just 
been  witnessed  at  New  Orleans.  The  very  large  sum 
of  $14,083,  was  received  by  the  ladies  of  that  city  as 
the  proceeds  of  a fair  in  aid  of  the  Female  Orphan 
asylum,  held  on  the  four  or  five  days  immediately 
preceding  Christmas.  The  receipts  at  the  door,  for 
the  entrance  fees  of  visiters,  were,  alone,  $2,147. 

Fatal,  temerity.  We  learn  through  the  Centreville 
Md.  Sentinel,  that  on  Christmas  day  a party  of  whites 
and  blacks  assembled  at  a shop  or  store  about  two  and 
a half  miles  irom  Elkton,  where,  as  is  customary  on 
such  occasions,  after  pushing  the  ardent  for  some  time, 
they  had  a trial  of  skill  at  target-shooting.  After  this 
was  over,  two  oi  the  best  “shots’’  among  them,  a white 
man  and  a black  man,  declared  that  they  could  shoot 
tiie  hat  from  each  other’s  heads,  without  injury  to  their 
ersons.  Accordingly  they  agreed  to  make  the  trial, 
t was  settled  that  the  black  man  should  shoot  first, 
which  lie  did,  shooting  tiie  hat  from  the  white  man’s 
head  without  injuring  his  person.  It  was  now  the 
white  man’s  turn  to  try  his  skill;  and  both  having  taken 
their  stations,  he  levelled  his  gun,  and  blew  the  brains 
out  of  his  more  skillful  but  unfortunate  rival. 

Great  performance.  The  Philadelphia  U.  S.  Gazette 
states  that  tiie  locomotive  engine  winch  some  short  time 
ago  brought  sixty-nine  laden  cars  over  the  Reading 
rail  road,  on  Thursday  last  conveyed  eighty-six  cars  on 
the  same  road.  Among  the  items  conveyed  were  fif- 
teen hundred  and  sixteen  barrels  of  flour,  and  sixty-one 
tons  of  iron — the  gross  load  conveyed,  exclusive  or  en- 
gine and  lender,  being  three  hundred  and  forty  seven 
tons,  (of  2,240  pounds).  The  engine  moved  with  this 
train  at  tiie  rate  of  twelve  miles  an  hour.  Its  weight, 
including  fuel  and  water,  is  not  quite  eleven  tons. 

Gubernatorial  veto.  Governor  Porter  has  vetoed  the 
bili  passed  by  the  legislature  ot  Pennsylvania,  at  its  last 
session,  for  appropriating  $22,000  for  the  erection  of  a 
lunatic  asylum  in  that  state. 

Great  sale  of  Louisiana  state  bonds.  We  are  inform- 
ed that  at  a meeting  ot  the  council  ot  tiie  second  muni- 
cipality,' last  evening,  an  offer  was  received  and  accept- 
ed for  the  bonds  of  the  state,  bearing  live  per  cent,  in- 
terest, received  by  the  municipality  in  exchange  for  its 
own,  under  the  law  of  13th  March,  1839. 

The  offer,  we  learn,  was  made  by  John  Minturn, 
esq.  of  this  city,  and  was  par,  cash,  deducting  the 
amount  due  him  by  the  municipality  for  paying,  about 
8200,090.  As  the  amount  of  state  bonds  exceeds 
£100,000  sterling,  the  municipality  treasury  will  receive 
between  two  and  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  in 
cash,  a sum  sufficient  to  place  its  finances  in  such  a 
position  as  to  be  independent  of  any  possible  contingen- 
cy. [New  Orleans  Bulletin. 

Hartford  town  meeting.  The  town  meeting  on  the 
subject  of  selling  liquors  and  wines,  was  held  yester- 
day. The  following  resolution  was  offered  and  passed: 

Resolved,  By  tiie  electors  of  the  town  of  Hartford,  in 
legal  town  meeting  assembled,  that  ail  persons  have  li- 
berty to  sell  wines  and  spiritous liquors,  within  the  town 
of  Hartford,  for  the  current  year. 

The  vote  on  the  question,  stood — ayes  138;  noes  51. 

Legislatures.  The  Virginia  house  of  delegates  met 
on  the  3d  inst.  agreeably  to  their  adjournment.  In  the 
senate,  there  was  not  a quorum. 

The  legislature  of  New  Jersey  re-assembled  at  Tren- 
ton on  Tuesday  last,  the  14th  instant. 

Methodist  college.  This  enterprising  sect  of  Christians 
have  been  endeavoring  to  establish  a college  in  Missip- 
pi.  We  see  it  stated  that  a subscription  oi  $76,000  has 
been  made  to  effect  the  object,  and  a committee  has 
been  appointed  to  select  a site. 

Naval.  We  learn  that  Dr.  Thomas  Williamson  has 
received  orders  to  proceed  to  the  Mediterranean  as 
fleet  surgeon  of  the  U.  S.  ships  on  that  station,  vice  sur- 
geon B.  Ticknor;  and  that  Dr.  George  Blacknall  will 


succeed  Dr.  W.  as  surgeon  of  the  naval  hospital  at  tlfis 
place.  [ Norfolk  Herald. 

The  U.  S.  sloop  of  war  Erie,  was  at  the  bar  of  Tam- 
pico on  the  20th  uit.  —all  well. 

Poison.  The  members  of  the  family  of  Mr.  Gigon, 
who  were  poisoned  with  arsenic,  are  all  recovered,  and 
are  considered  by  the  physicians  as  out  of  danger  from 
its  effects.  The  virtues  of  the  hydrate  peroxide  of  iron 
as  an  antedoie  for  arsenic  has  been  fully  tested  in  this 
instance,  as  there  is  no  doubt  the  lives  of  these  six  per- 
sons have  been  preserved  by  its  timely  use. 

[. Philadelphia  Herald. 

Propagation  of  fruit  trees.  Take  the  scion  for  graft- 
ing, after  the  1st  of  February  and  until  the  buds  begin 
to  grow  considerably,  dip  each  end  of  the  shoot  in 
melted  pitch,  wax  or  tallow;  and  burry  it  in  the  ground 
the  buds  uppermost,  the  body  in  a horizontal  position,- 
and  at  the  depth  of  two  or  three  inches.  Trees  thus 
obtained  yield  fruit  in  three  or  four  years.  Shoe- 
maker’s wax  will  answer.  [Alex.  Gaz. 

Profitable  office.  A New  Orleans  paper  stales  that 
a sheriff'  in  that  city  has  made  $250,000  in  three  years. 

Relief  to  Mobile.  The  committee  of  relief,  in  Mobile, 
under  date  of  the  4th  instant,  acknowledge  the  total  re- 
ceipts of  moneys  subscribed  for  the  relief  of  the  suf- 
ferers by  the  late  fiires  in  that  city,  to  be  $26,395  66 

Receqit.  The  New  York  Star  gives  the  following  as 
a remedy  ,for  the  croup:  “Cut  onions  into  thin  slices; 
between  them  and  over  them  put  brown  sugar — when 
the  sugar  is  dissolved,  a teaspoonful  of  the  syrup  will 
produce  almost  instantaneous  reliei.  This  simple  and 
effectual  remedy  for  this  distressing  malady,  should  be 
known  to  all  having  the  care  of  small  children. 

Refined  sugar.  The  Boston  Post  publishes  a state- 
ment of  the  number  of  barrels,  boxes  and  pounds  of 
refined  sugar  exported  from  that  port  from  January  1 
to  December  20,  of  the  past  year,  and  the  places  to 
which  it  was  exported.  Tiie  aggregate  amount  ex- 
ported is  2,951 ,916  lbs.  The  principal  amounts  were, 
to  Naples  735.255,  Trieste  823,395,  Palermo  440,670, 
Valparaiso  622,782,  Genoa  129,740,  Smyrna  107,422. 

Shipwreck.  A correspondent  of  the  Detroit  Advertiser 
states  that  the  brig  Neptune  went  ashore  near  Point 
Saible  on  the  23d  ult.  and  nineteen  of  the  twenty  souls 
on  board  were  either  drowned  or  frozen  to  death.  Tiie 
captain,  the  only  survivor,  got  as  far  as  Muskego  on 
the  26;h,  but  he  had  both  feet  frozen. 

State  securities.  The  interest  on  the  Maryland  state 
stocks,  which  fell  due  on  the  1st  instant,  was  paid,  ac- 
cording to  a New  York  paper,  io  specie,  or  currency 
with  a premium  of  9 per  cent,  added. 

The  interest  on  the  Illinois  state  bonds,  due  in  New 
York  on  the  6th  inst.  has  been  puctualiy  paid  there. 

Syracuse  and  Utica  rail  road.  The  directors  of  the 
Syracue  and  Utica  rail  road  have  issued  a circular  to 
the  stockholders,  explaining  why  the  late  call  for  the 
final  instalment  was  made. 

By  this  document  we  learn  that  the  whole  cost  of  the 
road  was  $911,959  92.  This  includes  necessary  stock 
on  hand,  and  for  future  repairs,  to  the  amount  of 
$20,500.  The  average  cost  per  mile  was  $17,200. 

The  cost  of  construction  has  exceeded  the  estimates 
by  about  $250,000  of  which  $109,000  was  caused  by 
the  work  being  of  a different  character  from  that  con- 
templated in  the  estimate. 

The  receipts  on  the  road  for  the  five  months  it  lias 
been  travelled  over  were  $115,301  58  of  which  $97,778 
59  were  applied  toward  the  construction  of  the  road. 

On  the  12th  of  the  present  month  there  were  $2,312  92 
due  for  carrying  tiie  mails  which  are  not  included  in  the 
above  statement. 

The  expenditures,  on  transportation  account,  were 
$23,599  26,  and  they  include  the  sum  paid  for  a year’s 
supply  of  fuel  wbicli  is  yet  on  hand. 

The  number  of  passengers  who  were  carried  over 
the  road  from  the  3d  July  to  30th  November,  was 
77,433. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  receipts  for  passengers  upon 
the  road  will  amount  to  $200,000  per  annum,  and  the 
expenses  to  $75,000. 

The  usury  bill  which  passed  the  lower  house  of  the 
Ohio  legislature,  recognizes  contracts  at  eight  per  cent. 

The  Virginian.  It  is  with  great  satisfaction  we  find 
that  this  brig,  having  on  board  40  recruits  of  company 
D.  of  the  1st  regiment  United  Stares  artillery,  and 
which  sailed  from  Portsmouth,  N.  PI.  on  the  J 6th  ult. 
was  spoken  on  the  26th  December,  lat.  32  33,  long. 
76  10,  by  tiie  brig  Wetumpka,  arrived  yesterday  from 
Mobile. 

The  Virginian  had  been  blown  off  her  crew  was 
frost  bitten,  and  she  was  bearing  up  for  Charleston. 

Whale  ships.  Judge  Story  has  made  a decision  in 
the  United  States  circuit  court,  reversing  the  judgment 
oi  the  district  court  of  Massachusetts,  in  the  forfeiture 
of  bonds  in  the  case  of  the  whaling  ship  Isabella,  of 
Fairhaven-  Judge  Story  decided  that  a whaling  voyage 
is  not  a “foreign  voyage,”  inasmuch  as  a voyage,  which 
is  to  be  essentially  performed  upon  the  ocean,  from  its 
nature  and  objects,  is  not  deemed  foreign  to  the  coun- 
try. 

Wheat  market  in  Ohio.  A writer  in  the  Zanesville 
Republican  states  that  there  have  been  two  millions 
one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  bushels  of  grain  sold 
this  year  in  that  county. 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER. 


Fifth  series.  No.  22.— Vol.  VIL]  BALTIMORE,  JANUARY  25, 

1S40. 

[Vol.  LVII. — Whole  No.  1,478. 

THE  PAST — THE  PRESENT — FOR  THE 

FUTURE. 

PRINTED  AND  PUBLISH  ED,  EVERY  SATURDAY,  BY  JEREMIAH  HUGHES,  EDITOR  AND  PROPRIETOR, 

AT  $5  PER  ANNUM,  PAYABLE  IN  ADVANCE. 

INDEX  OF  CONTENTS  OF  No.  22,  Voi..  7. 
Appointments  by  the  president  333 

Chronicle  352 

Congress — senate  346;  house  348 

Foreign  articles— Great  Britain,  conspiracy,  London 
post  office,  emigration;  Guatemala;  Texas,  emigra- 
tion, Galveston,  temperance,  gambling,  bible  society, 
religion,  education,  &c.  337 

Land  bill — sketch  of  Mr.  Calhoun’s  333 

Lexington — further  particulars  of  her  destruction  333 
National  affairs—  appointments;  sketch  of  Mr.  Calhoun’s 
land  bill;  Mr.  Webster’s  reception;  Mr.  Adams’  bill 
relative  to  the  Smithsonian  institute;  destruction  of 
the  Lexington  333 

Navy  department— report  of  the  secretary  relative  to 
the  reorganization  of  343 

Ne  w Jersey — special  message  from  the  governor  rela- 
tive to  the  congressional  election  339;  remonstrance 
of  the  five  whig  members  against  the  proceedings  of 
the  house  of  representatives  345 

Pennsylvania — annual  message  of  the  governor  340 
Postmaster  general— letter  to  Mr.  Vunsunt,  respecting 
the  transportation  of  the  mail  342;  annual  report  312 


{©“Remittances  xjv  mail.  “A  postmaster  may  en- 
close money  in  a letter  to  the  publisher  of  a newspaper, 
to  pay  the  subscription  of  a third  person,  and  frank  the 
letter,  if  written  by  himself.” — Amos  Kendall. 

Some  of  our  subscribers  may  not  be  aware  that  they 
may  save  the  postage  on  subscription  money,  by  re- 
questing the  postmaster  where  they  reside  to  frank  their 
letters  containing  such  money,  he  being  able  to  satisfy 
himself  before  a letter  is  sealed,  that  it  contains  nothing 
but  what  refers  to  the  subscription.  [Am.  Farmer. 

fXf-The  commencement  of, a new  year  tempted  us 
to  indulge  in  a few  editorial  remarks,  but  the  crowd  of 
important  documents  demanding  insertion,  induced 
as  to  throw  aside  our  manuscript  rather  than  omit 
any  of  them.  The  arduous  task  of  bringing  up  the 
numbers  of  the  sixth  volume  of  the  “Register,” 
which  had  been  omitted  by’  our  predecessor,  has  been 
at  length  accomplished,  and  they  have  been  for- 
warded to  subscribers  from  time  to  time.  The  title 
page  and  index  of  that  volume  will  be  forwarded 
during  the  succeeding  week.  We  are  now  busily  em- 
ployed in  preparing  indexes  for  volumes  /our  and 
five,  which  were  also  omitted  by  him.  They  will 
he  completed  and  transmitted  as  early  as  possible. 
The  index  of  the  current  volume,  we  hope  to  fur- 
nish the  week  after  the  volume  is  completed,  (about 
the  first  week  in  March),  when  the  whole  series 
will  be  ready  for  binding.  The  additional  labor 
which  these  deferred  numbers,  and  especially  the 
indexes,  have  imposed  upon  the  editor  on  com- 
mencing the  publication,  can  scarcely  be  estimated 
by  others  than  publishers.  Most  heartily  shall 
we  rejoice  at  the  termination  of  those  labors,  as 
it  will  enable  us  not  only  ts  devote  more  time  to 
the  appropriate  duties  of  editing  the  Register,  but 
will  likewise  alford  an  opportunity  to  resume  that 
regularity  in  issuing  the  numbers,  which  has  been 
in  some  slight  degree  unavoidably  interrupted  dur- 
ing this  tour  of  double  duty  to  which  we  have  been 
subjected.  Our  readers  have  no  doubt  properly 
appreciated,  the  magnitude  of  this  undertaking. 

So  soon  as  we  shall  have  fairly  brought  up  lee- 
way, we  design  to  endeavor  to  make  some  further 
progress  in  improving  the  publication — deviating 
very  cautiously  from  safe  precedents,  we  propose 
nevertheless  to  try  to  keep  pace  with  the  improve- 
ments of  the  limes,  both  in  the  contents  and  ap- 
pearance of  the  work.  Our  object  is  to  make  it 
worthy  of  a place  in  the  library  of  every  public 
man,  and  to  render  it  amongst  the  most  useful  of  pe- 
riodical publications  in  the  hands  of  the  private 
citizen.  In  order  to  effect  this  object,  more  atten- 
tion will  be  paid  to  registering  real  fuels,  and  to 
the  imparlance  of  the  information  conveyed,  than 
to  the  haste  of  communicating  tile  mere  news  of  the 
•lay — much  of  which  is  only  exaggerated  rumor. — 
Sincerely  aiming  at  impartiality  towards  all  men 
ant  all  parties,  it  i3  our  purpose  to  give  a faithful 
impress  of  passing  incidents — a history  of  the  times, 
to  which  future  reference  may  be  made  with  con- 
filence,  by  any  who  are  actors  upon  tile  busy  thea- 
tre, as  well  as  by  those  who  may  hereafter  seek  an 
acquaintance  with  them,  and  with  what  has  been.  In 
a:d  of  this  design  we  solicit  that  patronage  and  sup- 
port which  alone  can  sustain  such  an  undertaking, 
and  take  this  opportunity  of  returning  our  acknow- 
ledgments to  the  public  for  the  increased  patronage 
which  has  already  Been  extended  to  us  since  the 
Register  has  come  into  our  hands. 

Vox,.  VIL— Sig.  22. 


FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Foreign  miscellany.  A vast  conspiracy  for  the 
overthrow  of  the  English  power  in  India  is  said  to 
have  been  discovered  at  Karnaul,  an  independent 
Mohammedan  principality,  the  fort  of  which  is  270 
miles  from  Madras.  A strong  force  was  despatch- 
ed tliither  by  the  governor  general,  and  the  fort  was 
invested  and  taken  without  resistance,  as  well  as 
that  of  Joudpore.  The  following  account  is  given 
of  the  discoveries  made  at  Karnaul: 

“The  discoveries  have  been  almost  exclusively 
confined  to  the  Nuwaub’s  Zenana,  which  proves  to 
he  a perfect  arsenal  upon  a most  extended  scale; 
and  you  will  stare  to  hear  that  there  have  been 
lound  concealed  in  various  ways — under  ground  and 
in  gowdowns,  whose  doom  and  entrances  had  been 
buiit  up — between  400  and  500  pieces  of  artillery 
of  which  fully  100  are  in  such  a state  of  equipment 
as  to  be  ready  for  active  service  in  the  field  at  a few 
days  warning. 

“A  great  many  exceedingly  well  constructed  fur- 
naces are  now  [standing  in  perlect  order  lor  cast- 
ing guns  and  shot,  and  the  ruins  of  many  have 
been  found  in  various  places.  An  immense  quan- 
tity of  shot  of  all  sizes,  grape  and  canister,  iang- 
ridge,  hand  grenades,  and  shells  of  various  diame- 
ter— all  made  of  species  of  pewter,  but  containing 
more  lead  and  less  zinc  than  the  compound  so  call- 
ed usually  does,  have  been  found:  while  of  copper, 
lead,  and  zinc,  a considerable  store  has  been  ferret- 
ed out.  Several  very  fine  brass  guns  (1  should  men- 
tion  that  almost  the  whole  of  the  pieces  found  in 
the  fort  are  of  brass)  have  been  dug  up,  and  two 
mortars  of  the  same  metal,  which,  for  size,  and  per- 
haps also  for  beauty  of  casting,  promise  to  rank 
as  the  most  remarkable  of  their  genus  in  Europe.” 

We  shall  be  glad  to  see  the  work  noticed  be- 
low: 

Baron  Menneval,  who  was  lor  many  years  (he 
secretary  and  fiiend  of  Napoleon,  has  a work  in  the 
press  dedicated  to  M.  Thiers,  which  contains  some 
curious  revelations  on  many  interesting  points  of 
Napoleon’s  reign,  and  on  his  general  policy  as  re- 
garded England.  He  enters  at  large  upon  the  ques- 
tion of  the  assassination  of  the  Due  D’Enghien,  of 
which  he  declares  Napoleon  to  have  been  perfectly 
innocent.  If  M.  Menneval  is  to  be  believed — and 
there  is  every  reason  to  believe  him,  for  he  is  a high- 
ly respectable  man — Napoleon,  so  far  from  giving 
his  consent  to  the  execution,  had  sent  an  order  to 
prevent  it,  which  order  tile  party  to  whom  it  was 
addressed  either  did  not  choose  to  obey,  or  pretend- 
ed not  to  have  received.  M.  Menneval  also  reveals 
a curious  fact  as  to  the  marriage  of  Napoleon  with 
Marie  Louise.  So  far  from  having  solicited  this 
alliance,  lie  demanded  the  hand  of  a Russian  prin- 
cess, and  for  three  months  was  led  to  believe,  by 
the  emperor  Alexander,  that  his  application  was 
agreeable  to  him;  but  in  the  meantime  the  emperor 
of  Austria  offered  the  hand  of  his  daughter,  which 
Napoleon,  not  believing  Alexander  to  be  sincere, 
agreed  to  accept.  §ome  part  of  this  story  has  been, 

1 believe,  previously  told,  but  never  in  such  a way 
as  to  carry  a conviction  of  its  truth.  There  can, 
however,  be  no  doubt  of  it  now,  coming  as  it  does 
from  such  authority. 

We  hear  that  Dr.  Wolff  has  resigned  the  incum- 
bency of  Linthwaite.  The  parsonage  is  so  exposed 
to  the  weather  and  the  climate  so  severe,  that  lady 
Georgiana  has  lost  her  health  there,  and  the  doctor 
himself  has  been  subjected  to  almost  constant  sore 
throat,  although  never  before  troubled  with  that 
complaint,  even  during  the  hardships  he  ha3  en- 
countered in  his  various  travels.  He  will  leave,  we 
understand,  in  February  next.  [ Leeds  Intel. 

That  “Love”  is  both  agreeable  and  pleasant  to 
all  of  high  and  low  degree,  is  apparent  from  the  fact 
that  the  receipts  of  Covent  Garden  theatre,  for  the 
last  week,  exceeded  £2,000. 

London  post  office.  The  alteration  in  the  general 
and  two-penny  post  offices  will  take  place  this  week. 
At  present  the  ordinary  business  of  each  day  is,  in 
the  inland  office  alone,  35,000  Utters  received,  and 
40,000  sent;  annually  23.475,000,  exclusive  of  the 
number  in  the  foreign  office  department,  and  ship 
letter  office,  and  altogether  independent  of  the  two- 
penny post.  The  number  of  newspapers  daily  va- 
ries from  30,000  to  70,000  (on  Saturday  40,000  and 
on  Monday  50,000).  The  revenue  from  charges 
for  early  delivery  in  London,  is  £4,000,  and  the 


sum  obtained  by  a charge  of  one  penny  on  each  let- 
ter, given  to  the  postmen  who  go  round  with  bells, 
is  3,000  a year.  The  revenue  in  London  is  about 
£6,000  a week,  above  £300,000  a year.  The 
franks  amount  in  a morning  to  4,000  or  5,000,  or 
more. 

The  report  on  emigration,  from  the  Scotchman, 
shows  a remarkable  change  in  the  stream  of  emi- 
gration. 

Emigrants  who  left  the  British  Isles  in  1838  for 


From 

Canada 
Nava  Sco- 
tia, fyc. 

United 

Slates. 

The 

Cape. 

Austra- 
lian co- 
lonies. 

Total. 

England 

1,572 

12,566 

292 

9,746 

24,176 

Scotland 

721 

598 

— 

3,215 

4,533 

Ireland, 

2,284 

1,109 

— 

1,760 

4,513 

4,577 

14,332 

292 

14,021 

33,222 

In  comparing  this  with  the  average  emigration 
for  the  proceeding  six  years,  we  find  that  the  whole 
number  of  emigrants  in  1838  was  less  than  one-half 
o(  the  average  number  of  the  preceding  years.  To 
the  United  States  the  number  was  less  than  a half, 
while  to  Australia,  on  the  other  hand,  it  increased 
more  than  four-fold.  In  the  half  year  ending  June 
last,  the  number  of  emigrants  was  greater  than  the 
whole  of  1838. 

The  number  of  British  emigrants  who  landed  at 
New  York  in  the  nine  years  ending  1837,  varied 
from  11,500  to  59,000,  and  averaged  26,000.  In 
the  year  1836  at  was  59,075.  If  we-add  to  this 
27,728  who  went  to  Canada,  1,621  free  settlers,  and 
3,823  convicts  who  went  to  New  South  Wales,  and 
probably  3,000  to  other  parts  of  New  Holland  and 
the  Cape,  it  follows  that  no  less  than  95,000  per- 
sons emigrated  in  that  one  year. 

A third  edition  of  lady  Bulwer’s  novel  of  Cheve- 
ley  ha3  appeared.  She  has  a new  work  in  press, 
entitled  “Female  Freemasons.” 

A new  story  by  the  author  of  “Jack  Sheppard,” 
entitled  “Guy  Fawkes,”  is  about  to  appear  in 
Bentley’s  Miscellany.  [2V  Y.  Jlmer.  Jan.  11. 

From  Guatemala.  Letters  from  Guatemala,  re- 
ceived in  New  York,  state  that  our  charge,  Mr. 
Stephens,  and  the  artist,  Mr.  Catherwood,  had  gone 
to  the  little  river,  Nicoi,  on  the  division  line  be- 
tween Guatemala  and  Yucatan,  to  examine  the  ruins 
of  the  ancient  city  of  Palenque.  Two  English 
gentlemen,  Mr.  Walker  and  lieut.  Caddy,  had  also 
set  out  for  the  same  place.  There  are,  it  appears, 
fourteen  stone  houses,  but  the  dilapidations  by  ne- 
glect are  serious. 

TEXAS. 

Emigration  to  Texas.  The  Galveston  Gazette  of 
the  7th  ult.  states  some  facts  which  disclose  an  im- 
mense emigration  to  the  new  republic.  It  says  that 
fifteen  large  vessels  have  arrived  in  the  last  three 
days,  bringing  1,200  passengers  and  extensive  car- 
goes of  goods  and  provisions  of  almost  every  kind. 
Most  of  the  persons  arriving  have  come  with  the 
intention  of  settling  permanently  in  the  country. 
A majority  of  them  are,  we  believe,  agriculturists, 
and  the  balance  either  mechanics  or  those  who 
wish  to  settle  permanently  as  merchants.  Among 
them  is  a great  number  of  steady  and  industrious 
Germans. 

From  the  number  of  persons  who  have  arrived, 
and  the  accounts  we  have  had  of  those  expecting 
to  come,  we  should  not  be  surprised  if  the  number 
of  emigrants  during  this  season,  through  this  port 
alone,  should  reach  thirty  thousand.  We  have 
more  reason  to  believe  that  it  will  exceed,  than 
that  it  will  fall  short  of  this  number.  What  the 
number  for  the  whole  country  will  be  it  is  impos- 
sible to  conjecture,  but  it  will  doubtless  be  very 
great. 

Galveston.  Extract  of  a letter  to  a gentleman  of 
this  city,  dated  Galveston,  December  7.  The 
problem  is  solved!  Galveston  is  to  be  the  great 
commercial  city  of  the  republic.  About  four  hun- 
dred houses  have  been  erected,  some  of  them  large 
and  neatly  finished.  Persons  now  here  are  supposed 
to  be  about  3,000. 

“Twenty-seven  vessels  in  port — some  large,  400 
tons  burthen— five  steamboats.  They  leave  every 
five  days  for  New  Orleans.  The  price  of  lots  has 
advanced  on  the  public  sales,  which  commence 
again  on  the  23d.” 

The  Bulletin,  dated  at  Austin,  says:  — 

“At  an  early  period  of  the  session,  Dr.  Francis 
Moore,  jr.  (the  able  and  independent  editor  of  the 
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Texas  Telegraph),  introduced  into  the  senate  a bill, 
to  impose  a tax  of  one  thousand  dollars  on  every 
person  retailing  intoxicating  liquor,  in  less  quanti- 
ties than  a quart. 

Hon.  Isaac  Parker,  of  Houston  county,  has  in- 
troduced a bill  into  the  house  of  representatives 
for  the  suppression  of  gambling;  it  imposes  heavy 
penalties  on  those  who  violate  its  provisions.  It 
will  undoubtedly  pass  both  houses,  and  become  a 
law. 

On  the  19th  December,  the  Texas  Bible  society 
holds  its  first  annual  meeting  in  the  city  of  Austin. 
Addresses  are  expected  from  vice  president  Burnet, 
and  from  several  members  of  congress. 

Presbyterian  and  Methodist  churches  have  been 
organized  here.  A Sunday  school  is  in  successful 
operation.  The  city  is  rapidly  improving.  The 
present  population  is  considerably  over  one  thou- 
sand. A week-day  school  is  in  operation.  Subscrip- 
tions are  in  circulation  for  the  erection  of  two 
churches — Presbyterian  and  Melhodist.  A build- 
ing for  a seminary  of  learning  will  be  erected 
soon. 

The  two  principal  hotels  in  the  place  (that  kept 
by  H.  Bullock,  and  the  one  kept  by  Messrs.  Spicer 
& Clark),  are  both  conducted  on  the  total  abstinence 
principle. 

Thus  you  see  that  moral  and  literary  improve- 
ment is  keeping  pace  with  the  progress  of  popula- 
tion in  our  new  city.” 

Much  interest  was  felt  in  the  decision  of  congress 
upon  the  negotiations  for  a loan  in  Europe,  entered 
into  by  general  Hamilton,  and  there  was  much 
doubt  expressed  whether  the  terms  would  not  be 
rejected. 

NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 

Appointments  by  the  president , by  and  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  senate.  Joseph  Redue,  sur- 
veyor and  inspector  of  the  revenue  for  the  port  of 
Chester,  Md.  from  the  6th  instant,  when  his  late 
commission  expired. 

J.  R.  Hardenberg,  surveyor  for  the  district  of 
Perth  Amboy,  and  inspector  of  the  revenue  for  the 
port  of  New  Brunswick,  N.  J.  from  the  6th  instant, 
when  his  late  commission  expired. 

Hiram  Perry,  surveyor  and  inspector  of  the  reve- 
nue for  the  port  of  Albany,  N.  A.  from  the  6th  in- 
stant, when  his  late  commission  expired. 

Benjamin  Stiles,  collector  of  the  customs  for  the 
district  of  Hardwicke,  Ga.  from  the  6th  instant, 
when  his  late  commission  expired. 

Thomas  Nelson,  collectorof  the  customs  at  Rich- 
mond, Va.  from  the  6th  instant,  when  his  late  com- 
mission expired. 

John  Dangerfield,  jr.  colleclor  of  the  customs  for 
the  district  of  East  River,  Va.  from  the  13th  instant, 
when  his  late  commission  expired. 

James  Dell, collector  ofthe  customs  for  the  district 
of  St.  John’s,  Florida,  from  the  13th  instant,  when 
his  late  commission  expired. 

William  Milburn,  to  be  surveyor  of  public  lands 
in  the  states  of  Illinois  and  Missouri. 

Matthew  Birchard,  at  preseiitsolicitorofthe  gene- 
ral land  office,  to  be  solicitor  of  the  treasury,  in  the 
place  of  Henry  D.  Gilpin,  appointed  attorney  gene- 
ral. 

Edmund  Christian,  to  be  marshal  of  the  United 
States  for  the  eastern  district  of  Virginia,  from  the 
28th  of  December,  1839,  when  hi3  former  term  of 
service  expired. 

Norris  Wilcox,  to  be  marshal  of  the  United  States 
for  the  district  of  Connecticut,  from  the  28th  day  of 
January,  1840,  when  his  present  commission  will 
expire. 

Mr.  Calhoun’s  land  bill.  The  following  outline 
of  this  bill  is  given  in  a letter  from  Washington  to 
the  New  York  Herald. 

Mr.  Calhoun’s  land  bill,  introduced  on  leave  last 
Friday,  was  printed  to-day,  and  I have  obtained  a 
copy  of  it.  It  is  a decided  check  mate  to  Mr.  Clay’s, 
and  although  reported  the  last  session,  pretty  much 
in  the  shape  it  now  stands,  it  was  not  particularly 
attended  to  by  the  people,  as  it  was  then  supposed 
Mr.  Calhoun  was  flat  on  his  back. 

The  first  section  of  the  bill  enacts  that  all  the 
public  lands  within  the  states  of  Alabama,  Missis- 
sippi, Louisiana,  Arkansas,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Ohio 
and  Michigan,  with  the  exception  of  sites  for  forti- 
fications, arsenals,  &c.  shall,  after  the  20th  of  June, 
1842,  be  ceded  to  the  states  within  the  limits  of  which 
they  lie,  on  the  following  terms: 

First — That  the  states  shall  pass  irrevocable  acts, 
binding  themselves  to  pay  50  per  cent,  of  the  sales 
of  such  lands  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  February 
of  each  succeeding  year. 

Secondly — That  the  minimum  price,  now  estab- 
lished by-law,  shall  remain  unchanged  till  30th  June 
1842;  but  after  that  period,  may  be  reduced  to  the 
following  scale: 


All  lands  that  have  been  offered  for  sale  and  re- 
main unsold  ten  years  preceding  the  30th  June, 
1842,  may  be  reduced  to  a price  not  less  than  a dol- 
lar the  acre. 

All  that  remain  unsold  15  years,  to  be  reduced  to 
75  cents. 

All  that  have  been  offered  for  sale  20  years  and 
remain  unsold,  50  cents. 

All  that  remain  unsold  25  years,  25  cents. 

All  that  remain  unsold  30  years,  shall  be  ceded 
immediately  to  the  states  in  which  they  are  situate. 

Provided,  That  all  lands  which  remain  unsold  af- 
ter having  been  offered  at  public  sale  for  ten  years, 
and  which  do  not  come  under  the  foregoing  provi- 
sions, shall  be  subject  to  the  provisions  of  gradua- 
tion and  cession,  at  the  respective  periods  of  10,  15, 
20,  25  and  30  years  after  the  sale,  commencing  from 
the  expiration  of  10  years  after  they  had  been  oner- 
ed  for  sale. 

Thirdly — The  lands  are  to  be  subject  to  the  same 
legal  subdivisions,  in  sale  and  survey,  that  they  now 
are,  including  the  same  reservations;  and  are  to  be 
offered  for  sale  by  the  states,  for  cash  only.  Lands 
that  remain  unsold  after  having  been  exposed  for 
sale,  shall  be  subject  to  private  entry,  for  cash  only. 

As  soon  as  the  president  of  the  United  States  is 
informed  officially  ofthe  acceptance  of  any  state  of 
the  conditions  expressed  in  the  bill,  lie  is  to  with- 
draw the  public  land  offices,  and  surrender  the 
lands. 

These  are  the  leading  features  of  the  bill,  and  it 
will  undoubtedly  pass,  and  secure  to  Mr.  Calhoun, 
as  a candidate  for  the  presidency,  the  electoral  vote 
of  nine  states  already  in  existence,  and  the  states  of 
Wisconsin,  Florida  and  Iowa,  that  are  to  be  admit- 
ted to  the  union  before  the  election  of  the  succes- 
sor. 

The  bill  will,  beyond  all  doubt,  produce  much 
sensation  throughout  the  union. 

Mr.  Webster’s  reception  on  Monday  last,  by  the 
whigs  of  the  legislature  of  Massachusetts,  now  in 
session  at  Boston,  was  most  enthusiastic. 

The  meeting  was  held  at  the  state  house  in  the 
evening,  Mr.  King,  of  the  senate,  presiding.  There 
was  an  immense  multitude  of  spectators;  and  when 
Mr.  AVebster’s  well  know'n  form  and  face  were  re- 
cognised, as  he  approached,  the  welkin  rang  with 
cheers. 

Mr.  King  briefly  addressed  Mr.  AVebster,  and 
the  latter  replied  in  a speech  of  more  than  an  hour, 
in  which  he  rivetted  the  undivided  attention  of  his 
hearers. 

He  spoke  of  his  absence,  what  he  had  seen  abroad, 
his  return,  and  of  the  lamentable  condition  of  things 
he  found  here  on  coming  back.  He  condemned  the 
tone  and  doctrines  of  the  president’s  message,  and 
cordially  approved  the  Harrisburg  nomination,  bear- 
ing his  testimony  to  the  character  and  services  of 
gen.  Harrison. 

The  meeting  adjourned  when  Mr.  Webster  had 
finished,  and  Mr.  W.  was  then  introduced  to  the 
members  individually.  Altogether,  the  scene  must 
have  been  most  gratifying  to  the  pride  and  affections 
of  Mr.  Webster,  as  it  was  honorable  to  his  constitu- 
ents. [N.  ¥.  Amer. 

The  Smithsonian  Institute.  Mr.  Adams  in  his 
bill  providing  for  the  disposition  of  Mr.  Smithson’s 
legacy,  proposes  that  trustees  shall  be  appointed, 
forming  a body  politic  and  corporate  by  the  title  of 
“the  Smithsonian  Institute  for  the  increase  and  dif- 
fusion of  knowledge  among  men.”  The  amount 
of  the  fund  in  September  1838  was  $508,318. — 
The  following  are  some  of  the  provisions  of  the  bill: 

The  trustees  are  to  consist  of  the  vice  president 
ofthe  United  States,  the  chief  justice  of  the  United 
States,  the  secretaries  of  state,  treasury,  war  and 
navy,  the  attorney  general  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  mayor  of  the  city  of  Washington,  together 
with  four  members  of  the  house  of  representatives, 
and  three  ot  the  senate,  to  be  annually  elected  by 
their  respective  houses.  He  proposes  that  the  fund 
shall  be  placed  in  the  treasury  ofthe  U.  States,  and 
the  faith  of  the  United  States  pledged  for  its  pre- 
servation, undiminished  and  unimpaired,  with  six 
per  cent,  interest,  w'bich  shall  be  paid  annually,  and 
applied  to  the  purposes  of  the  fund;  that  no  part  of 
the  fund  shall  be  applied  to  any  school,  college, 
university,  institute  of  education,  or  ecclesiastical 
establishment;  that  all  appropriations  from  the  fund 
shall  be  from  the  interest  and  not  the  principal  of 
the  same;  and  that  the  sum  of  thirty  thousand  dol- 
lars, part  ot  the  first  year’s  interest  accruing  on  said 
fund,  be  appropriated  towards  the  erection  and  es- 
tablishment, at  the  city  of  Washington,  of  an  astro- 
nomical observatory,  adapted  to  the  most  effective 
and  continual  observations  of  the  phenomena  of  the 
heavens;  to  be  provided  wilh  the  necessary  and 
best  instruments  and  books  for  the  periodical  pub- 
lication of  the  said  observations,  and  for  the  annual 
composition  and  publication  of  a nautical  almanac. 


THE  STEAMBOAT  LEXINGTON. 

In  the  chronicle  of  our  last  number,  we  gave 
some  particulars  of  the  loss  of  the  steamboat  Lex- 
ington, and  the  melancholy  destruction  of  human 
life.  It  is  but  too  true  that  Baltimore  has  suffered 
the  loss  of  four  of  its  estimable  citizens,  Messrs. 
Church,  Keirle,  Walker  and  Weston.  Below,  we 
furnish  some  further  particulars  of  this  lamentable 
catastrophe. 

Passengers  on  board  ike  Lexington.  The  follow- 
ing list  given  by  the  Journal  of  Commerce,  com- 
prises, including  children,  72  passengers,  only  one 
of  whom,  (capt.  Hilliard,  of  Norwich),  is  known  to 
be  saved;  and  33  persons  attached  to  the  boat,  only 
two  of  whom  are  known  to  be  saved.  Total,  105. 

Capt.  Chailes  Hilliard,  the  only  passenger  known 
to  be  saved;  Mr.  Isaac  Davis,  of  Boston;  Mr.  John 
Corey,  of  Roxboro’,  Mass.;  Mr.  Chas.  AV  Woolsejq 
of  Boston;  Mr.  John  Brown,  of  Boston;  Mr.  J.  Por- 
ter Felt  jr.  of  Salem;  Mr.  Abraham  Howard,  firm 
of  Howard  & Merry,  Boston;  Mr.  VI  C.  Craig,  firm 
of  Maitland,  Kennedy  & Co.  N.  York  Mr.  Robert 
Schultz,  N.  York;  capt.  J.  D.  Carver,  of  Plymouth, 
Mass,  of  bark  Brontos;  Alphonso  Mason,  esq.  of 
Gloucester,  Mass.;  Mr.  Chas.  Bracket,  clerk  to  N. 
Bracket,  N.  Y.;  capt.  Foster  of  Providence,  late  of 
the  John  Gilpin;  Mr.  Jesse  Comstock,  clerk  of  the 
boat;  Mr.  Robert  Blake  of  Wrentham,  Mass,  presi- 
dent of  Wrentham  bank;  Mr. Fowler  of  N.  Y.; 

Mr.  Wm.  A.  Green,  firm  of  Allen  & Green,  Provi- 
dence, Mr.  Samuel  Henry,  firm  of  A.  K S.  Henry, 
Manchester,  England;  Mr.  R.  W.  Dow,  firm  of  Dow 
& Co.  N.  Y.;  Mr.  Charles  H.  Phelps  of  Slonington; 
the  widow  of  Henry  A.  Winslow,  firm  of  Winslow 
& Co.  of  New  York;  Mr.  John  Winslow,  of  Provi- 
dence; Mr.  William  AVinslow  of  do.  father  of  the 
above.  The  three  last  mentioned  persons  were  re- 
turning to  Providence  with  the  corpse  of  Mr.  H.  A. 
AArinslow,  who  died  in  this  city  a few  days  since. — 
Rev.  Dr.  Follen,  Boston;  Mr.  John  Brown,  Boston; 
Mr.  Adolphus  Hamden,  superintendant  of  Ham- 
den’s express.  He  had  in  charge  $20,000  in  specie 
for  the  Merchant’s  bank,  Boston;  and  from  forty  to 

fifty  thousand  dollars  in  bank  notes;  Mr. White 

of  Boston;  Mr.  Pierce,  of  Portland,  mate  of  the 
Brontes;  capt.  E.  J.  Kimball;  capt.  B.  T.  Fester. — • 
These  captains  had  recently  returned  after  several 
years  absence,  and  were  on  their  way  to  visit  their 

families  at  the  east.  Mr. Everett,  of  Boston, 

returning  from  the  burial  of  a brother,  who  died  here 
last  week.  Mr.  Royal  T.  Church,  of  Baltimore;  Mr. 
Richard  Picket,  of  Newburyport;  capt.  Low,  agent 

of  the  Boston  underwriters;  Mr. Ballou,  or 

Bullard,  ofN.  York;  capt.  Theophilus  Smith,  Dart- 
mouth, Mass.;  Mr.  Charles  S.  Noyes,  clerk  of  C.  B. 
Babcock,  New  York;  Mr.  J.  L.  Sheaf,  N.  York;  Mr. 
Albert  E.  Harding,  firm  of  Harding  & Co.  N.  York; 
Mr.  John  Hoyt,  mail  contractor;  Mr.  Henry  J.  Finn, 
comedian;  Mrs.  Russell  Jarvis,  of  New  York,  and 
two  children;  Mr.  John  AY.  Keirle,  - of  Baltimore; 
Mr.  Weston,  firm  of  AYeston  & Pendexter,  Balti- 
more; Mr.  John  G.  Brown,  firm  of  Shall  & Brown, 
New  Orleans;  Mr.  AValker,  of  Baltimore,  with  Mr. 
Keirle;  Mr.  Stephen  AVaterbury,  firm  of  Mead  & 
Waterbury,  New  York;  a son  of  Mr.  C.  AVoodward, 
of  Philadelphia;  Mr.  J.  A.  Leach,  son  of  Leach  & 
Lovejoy,  Boston;  Mr.  Noah  Hinckley,  Portland, 
Mr.  E.  B.  Patten,  New  York;  Mr.  Warner,  firm  of 
Warner,-  Loop  & Bliss,  New  York;  Mr.  N.  F.  Dyer, 
of  Pittsburg,  formerly  of  Braintree;  Mr.  Nathaniel 
Hobart,  of  Boston;  John  Brown,  a colored  man; 
Mr.  H.  C.  Bradford,  of  Boston,  from  Kingston,  Ja- 
macia;  Mr.  Chas.  Lee,  of  Boston;  Mr.  J.  G.  Low, 
of  Boston;  Mr.  John  Lemist,  treasurer  of  the  Boston 
Leather  company,  of  lloxbury,  Mass.;  Mr.  Johna- 
than Linfield,  Stoughton,  Mass.;  Mr.  Philo  Upton, 
Egremont,  Mass.;  Mr.  Van  Cott,  Stoningfon,  Conn.; 
Mr.  Stuyvesant,  of  Boston,  capt.  Maltison;  a gentle- 
man, lady  and  two  children,  who  arrived  from  Phila- 
delphia by  the  morning  line,  name  not  known;  Mr. 
Robert  AVilliams,  of  Cold  Spring,  New  York. 

Boat's  company.  Captain  Childs,  commander;  H. 
P.  Newman,  steward,  E.  Thurbur,  1st  mate;  Mr. 
Manchester,  pilot,  (saved);  Joe  Sand,  head  waiter; 
Cortland  Hemsted,  chief  engineer,  Wm.  Quimby, 
2d  do.;  Martin  Johnson,  wheelman;  R.  B.  Schultz, 

George , Benj.  Cox,  and  Chas.  Smith  (saved), 

firemen,  five  colored  waiters;  Susan  C.  Hulcumb, 
chambermaid,  colored;  Joseph  Robinson,  cook,  co- 
lored; Oliver  Howell,  2d  do.  do.;  Robert  Peters,  do.; 
8 deck  hands;  1 boy,  deck  hand;  2 wood  passers; 
bar  keeper. 

How  many  more  names  will  yet  have  to  be  added 
to  this  melancholy  list,  time  will  determine.  The 
agent  of  the  steamboat  line  here,  is  of  opinion  that 
the  whole  number  of  passengers  did  not  exceed  75  or 
80,  and  the  pilot  says  he  asked  the  clerk  on  Monday 
afternoon  how  many  passengers,  and  that  he  replied 
70  to  75. 

It  was  about  eight  hvirs  after  the  fire  commenced, 
before  the  boat  went  down.  The  pilot  says  that  as 
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late  as  midnight  half  the  passengers  might  have  been 
saved,  had  assistance  arrived.  So  we  are  informed 
by  captain  Jennings,  of  the  sloop  Ganges,  who  as- 
sisted in  taking  care  of  the  pilot  and  fireman  on 
board  the  sloop  Merchant  on  Tuesday  evening. 

The  Lexinglon  was  provided  with  three  good 
boats,  including  a life  boat,  but  they  were  all  ren- 
dered useless  by  the  confusion  and  haste  of  the  mo- 
ment. She  also  had  a fire  engine,  with  the  neces- 
sary apparatus,  and  a suction  hose. 

Her  value  is  estimated  to  have  been  $30,000 — 
partially  insured.  She  had  on  beard  about  150  bales 
of  cotton. 

This  is  by  far  the  most  distressing  steamboat  dis- 
aster which  has  ever  occurred  in  Long  Island  sound, 
oi  indeed  in  this  portion  of  the  union.  The  suffer- 
ings of  that  awful  night  can  never  be  described,  nor 
conceived. 

Mr.  Warner  was  not  on  board;  neither  was  Noah 
Hinkley,  of  Portland.  The  son  of  Mrs.  Charles 
Woodward  of  Philadelphia  (G.  H.  Woodward)  is 
said  to  have  taken  passage  on  Saturday  for  New 
Haven. 

John  L.  Sheafe,  of  Portsmouth,  was  not  on  board. 
The  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce  has  the  fol- 
lowing account,  derived  from  captain  Hilliard  him- 
self, of  the  manner  in  which  he  made  his  escape 
from  death: 

Captain  Hilliard  left  the  boat  at  S o’clock,  P.  M. 
That  was  half  an  hour  after  the  fire  broke  out.  The 
Lexington  had  run  within  two  miles  of  the  shore, 
and  ten  minutes  more  would  have  laid  her  on  the 
beach,  but  the  helm  gave  out,  the  boats  had  been 
thrown  away  and  each  one  was  left  to  take  care  of 
himself.  Captain  Hillard  llien  made  a co-partner- 
ship with  Mr.  Cox,  one  of  the  hands  of  the  Lexing- 
ton, for  life  or  death.  They  took  a large  square 
bale  of  cotton,  and  in  the  first  place  cut  some  sail- 
cloth into  strips,  and  passed  them  around  the  centre 
of  the  bale  to  hold  on  by.  They  then  passed  a rope 
round  each  end  of  the  bale,  and  the  other  end  of  the 
rope  around  the  rail  of  the  boat,  and  so  gently  low- 
ered the  bale  to  the  water.  Then  each  with  the 
slack  end  of  his  rope  in  his  hand,  they  let  themselves 
down  upon  the  bale,  and  having  taken  (heir  position, 
cast  off,  hauled  in  the  ropes,  and  floated  away.  They 
might  have  built  a ralt  of  cotton  -bales,  but  in  the 
consternation  which  then  existed,  they  supposed  that 
any  such  craft  being  discovered  would  be  instantly 
overloaded,  and  that  their  own  feeble  hopes  would  be 
destroyed.  They  picked  up  a piece  of  board  direct- 
ly, which  being  used  as  a paddle,  enabled  them  to 
keep  their  vessel  head  on  to  the  sea,  and  in  this 
way  they  rode,  nearly  dry,  sitting  face  to  face,  for 
several  hours.  Then  a sea  heavier  than  the  rest,  or 
striking  more  unfairly,  capsized  the  bale  and  threw 
both  into  the  sea.  Tliej  were,  however,  fast  by  the 
ropes,  and  by  means  of  the  strap  around,  they  were 
able  to  recover  their  position.  They  were  both  wet, 
however,  which  made  a vast  difference  in  the  power 
of  tile  cold  upon  them,  and  besides  their  paddle  was 
lost.  Mr.  Cox  began  not  long  afterwards  to  speak 
despondingly.  Captain  Hilliard  endeavored  to  cheer 
him  up,  and  sustain  his  spirits,  but  they  continued 
to  droop,  and  at  8 o’clock  he  fell  from  the  bale,  as 
lias  been  already  staled,  and  was  lost. 

Captain  Hilliard  was  in  the  cabin  when  he  heard 
the  cry  of  fire,  and  ran  on  deck.  The  fire  was  then 
blazing  out  through  the  casement  around  the  smoke 
pipe,  and  he  thinks  it  might  iiave  been  extinguish- 
ed easily  with  a few  buckets  of  water,  if  they  had 
been  instantly  applied. 

The  coroner’s  inquest  is  still  engaged  in  the  ex- 
amination of  testimony. 

Mr.  Marbury,  the  assistant  U.  S.  district  attor- 
ney, was  in  attendance  at  the  inquest,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  commencing  legal  proceedings  against  the 
steamboat  company,  if  necessary. 

The  American  of  Tuesday  afternoon  says:  From 
the  testimony  before  the  coroner’s  inquest,  given 
by  Mr.  Comstock,  the  agent  of  the  Sound  steamboat 
company,  it  is  made  clear  that  the  alledged  charges 
that  the  iron  chimney  pipe  was  cased  round  with 
wood,  and  that  combustible  cargo  was  slovved  in 
dangerous  proximity  to  that  pipe,  are  wholly  un- 
founded, while,  in  all  respects,  of  chains,  iron  rods, 
extra  tiller,  and  other  means  of  safety,  the  Lexing- 
ton was  well  provided.  The  dreadful  calamity, 
therefore,  of  her  destruction,  must  be  set  down  as 
the  result  of  want  of  coolness  and  presence  of  mind 
in  danger. 

We  cannot  ascertain  that  there  is  any  further  au- 
thentic information  in  relation  to  those  lost.  A ru- 
mor, which  it  seems  almost  cruel  to  repeat,  that 
two  other  persons  had  floated  ashore  alive  near 
Grcenport,  on  Long  Island,  is  in  circulation,  but 
gentlemen  who  have  been  down  along  the  shores 
in  search  of  friends,  could  not  trace  it  to  any  authen- 
tic source. 

In  regard  to  Mr.  Crowley,  (who  floated  ashore 
alive  on  a cotton  bale)  the  doctor  thinks  lie  will  pro- 


bably lose  his  toes,  and  one  of  his  fingers  on  which 
was  a ring,  and  which  prevented  the  free  circula- 
tion of  the  blood.  He  first  got  upon  a plank,  but 
afterwards  exchanged  it  for  a bale  of  cotton.  If 
he  had  left  off  his  boots,  lie.  would  probably  have 
saved  his  feet  in  better  condition.  After  getting 
ashore  he  could  see  no  light,  and  almost  in  despair 
sought  a Iree  to  shelter  him  from  the  wind,  but  be- 
fore taking  bis  lodging  for  the  night,  he  gave  one 
more  thorough  look,  and  descried  the  light  of  Mr. 
Hutchinson’s  house.  Crowly  had  two  flannel  shirts 
on.  Had  no  coat  on  when  he  jumped  overboard,  and 
lost  his  cap  at  the  out-set.  Left  the  boat  half  an 
hour  after  the  fire  broke  out.  Tied  his  vest  around 
his  head.  He  is  about  20  years  old. 

The  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce  has  the 
following  note  Irom  a correspondent 

Mr.  Stearns,  of  Baltimore,  left  that  place  in  com- 
pany with  Mr.  J.  W.  Keirle,  Mr.  Walker,  Mr. 
Church  and  Mr.  Weston.  With  these  friends  he 
contemplated  keeping  company  to  Boston,  but 
wishing  to  make  a familiar  call  at  my  house,  and 
not  knowing  the  boat  had  altered  her  time  of  starl- 
ing, be  was  compelled  to  wait  two  days.  In  this 
case,  friendship  (lie  had  been  a clerk  with  me)  was 
the  instrument  in  the  hands  of  Providence  for  sav- 
ing, another  life.  I am  requested  by  the  relations 
of  the  above  named  four  Baltimore  sufferers  to  offer 
a liberal  reward  for  the  recovery  of  their  remains. 

Yours,  respectfully. 


SPECIAL  MESSAGE  FROM  THE  GOVER- 
NOR OF  NEW  JERSEY. 

I herewith  transmit  a communication  lately  made 
to  me  from  Washington  by  five  of  the  members 
of  congress  from  this  state,  announcing  that  they 
have  been  excluded  from  their  seats  in  the  house 
of  representatives,  and  in  the  most  extraordinary 
manner.  I present  it  to  you  with  feelings  of  the 
most  painful  regret  that  an  event  should  have  oc- 
curred so  calculated  to  disturb  the  friendly  relations 
which  have  hitherto  subsisted  between  this  state 
and  the  federal  legislature. 

By  this  violent  proceeding  the  authority  of  the 
state  has  been  treated  with  contempt,  and  she  is 
despoiled  of  one  of  her  most  precious  constitutional 
rights.  Without  indulging  any  expression  of  the 
natural  feelings  which  the  occasion  is  so  well  suited 
to  inspire,  and  under  a deep  sense  of  the  obligation 
of  the  executive  (o  communicate  fully  with  the 
legislature  in  a case  which  so  intimately  affected 
the  interests  of  the  people,  and  the  reputation  and 
sovereignty  of  the  state,  I commend  the  subject  to 
your  prompt  and  serious  consideration. 

By  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  the 
power  of  holding  elections  for  representatives  in 
congress,  the  time,  places  and  manner,  are  expressly 
reserved  to  the  states,  until  they  are  altered  by  a 
law  of  congress.  Accordingly,  thi3  slate,  in  com- 
mon with  every  other  member  of  tiie  union,  ha3 
made  full  provision  on  the  subject.  Our  laws  pre- 
scribe when  and  where  the  election  shall  be  held, 
how  the  result  shall  be  ascertained,  and  by  whom 
the  commission  shall  be  granted.  This  commis- 
sion, under  the  seal  of  the  state,  gives  to  the  holder 
a right,  in  the  first  instance,  to  be  sworn  and  to 
take  his  seat  as  a member  of  the  house.  Thus  far 
the  power  of  the  states  ami  the  state  authorities  are 
complete,  and  cannot  be  intercepted  by  any  au- 
thority known  to  the  constitution.  It  was  seen, 
however,  by  the  framers  of  the  constitution,  that 
cases  might  arise  in  which,  from  a non-compliance 
with  the  laws  of  the  states,  or  by  frauds  in  the 
election,  the  person  holding  the  commission  would 
not,  in  justice  and  equity,  be  entitled  to  the  seat. — 
The  provision,  therefore  was  wisely  made  that  each 
house  of  congress  shall  have  the  right  to  judge  of 
the  elections,  returns  and  qualifications  of  its  mem- 
bers. But  you  will  observe  that  they  must  first 
become  a house,  within  the  meaning  of  the  consti- 
tution. It  could  never  have  been  intended  that  a 
body  of  individuals  assembling  at  Washington  at 
the  time  fixed  for  the  meeting  of  congress,  before 
they  are  organized  or  are  sworn,  and  before  the 
necessary  officers  are  chosen  to  preserve  order, 
should  be  deemed  a house  of  representatives. — 
When  they  become  duly  organized,  and  not  before, 
the  house  is  constituted  “the  judges  of  the  elec- 
tions, returns  and  qualifications  of  its  own  mem- 
bers.” It  may  then,  on  application  of  others  claim- 
ing a better  right,  investigate  fully  the  title  of  any 
member  lo  his  seat.  It  is  then  competent  to  en- 
quire into  the  eleclions,  to  receive  evidence,  send 
for  persons  and  papers,  look  into  the  returns,  cor- 
rect irregularities  or  frauds,  and  to  do  whatever 
el3e  may  be  necessary  to  enable  it  to  “judge” 
whether  the  persons  holding  the  commissions,  or 
the  claimants,  have  been  duly  elected  by  the  peo- 
ple. By  this  course  of  proceeding,  no  state  can  be 
unrepresented,  and  any  injustice  or  informality 


that  may  arise  from  the  imperfect  or  irregular  ope- 
ration of  the  state  laws,  may  be  corrected. 

It  is  no  part  of  our  complaints,  therefore,  that  the 
house  of  representatives  should,  when  organized, 
investigate,  and  investigate  thoroughly,  the  quali- 
fications and  pretensions  of  its  members.  That  it 
possesses  the  power,  lias  never  been,doubted  or  de- 
nied. But  it  is  the  attempt  of  an  organized  body 
of  men  to  exercise  this  high  prerogative  without 
the  forms  of  law,  of  which  we  complain,  w hich  act 
can  be  characterized  only  as  a monstrous  usurpa- 
tion. It  was  by  a summary  proceeding  of -this  sort, 
that  New  Jersey  has  been  deprived  of  five-sixths 
of  her  representation  in  congress.  The  title  of 
the  five  representatives  who  have  been  thus  ex- 
cluded, without  a hearing,  without  investigation, 
and  without  even  so  much  as  the  form  of  a trial, 
has  not  been  impeached  in  any  respect  whatever, 
and  they  now  stand  clothed  with  precisely  the  same 
powers,  and  are  entitled  by  the  constitution  and 
laws  to  equal  privileges  with  the  men  bv  whose 
occurrence  they  Iiave  been  excluded.  What  other 
view  can  we  take  of  this  case  than  as  an  insult 
offered  directly  to  the  state  whose  commissions 
these  gentlemen  bear,  and  a violation  of  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  Slates. 

This  proceeding  is  materially  aggravated  by  the 
fact  that  the  honse  is  engaged  in  t he  transaction  of 
business  which  deeply  concerns  the  people  of  New 
Jersey,  the  same  as  if  they  were  fully  represented. 
A large  appropriation  of  the  public  moneys  has 
already  been  made  without  regard  to  Ihe  claims  of 
this  state  to  a voice  on  the  subject.  With  the  same 
propriety,  the  representatives  from  the  other  states, 
who  have  conspired  to  exclude  New  Jersey  thus 
from  her  proper  participation  in  the  business  of  the 
house,  may  go  on  without  her  consent  to  appropri- 
ate the  public  revenues,  alienate  her  title  (sealed 
with  the  best  blood  of  the  revolution)  in  the  public 
domain,  or  involve  us  in  the  consequences  of  a 
disastrous  system  of  finance.  As  a precedent,  it  is 
fraught  with  the  greatest  mischief;  and  if  the  po- 
sitions which  have  been  assumed  are  to  prevail,  the 
very  first  principle  and  the  only  security  of  repre- 
sentative government  will  have  been  subverted. — ■ 
It  will  then  always  be  in  the  power  of  a minority 
to  rule,  since  the  mere  act  of  questioning  the  title 
of  members  deprives  them  of  their  seats.  It  is  be- 
lieved that  the  case  is  without  a parallel  in  the  his- 
tory of  legislation.  I may  venture  to  say  that  no 
example  of  the  kind  can  be  found  in  the  history  of 
any  state  legislature,  in  the  usages  of  congress  or 
British  parliament. 

The  case  is  not  at  all  affected  by  the  well  known 
fact,  always  understood  and  recognised,  that  there 
is  a grave  question  as  to  five  of  the  seats  fiom  New 
Jersey,  to  be  settled  ultimately  by  congress. — 
There  are  two  returns  from  townships,  which  under 
the  laws  of  the  state,  could  not  be  counted  by  the 
state  officers.  Whether  they  are  such  as  should  be 
counted  by  congress,  (which  has  very  different 
powers  over  them  from  officers  acting  under  the 
positive  directions  of  the  state)  is  a question  for 
the  house  to  settle.  There  is  still  another  and  more 
important  question  remaining,  growingout  of  frauds 
alleged  to  have  been  committed,  not  by  mistake  or 
oversight,  but  by  a systematic  plan  to  allow  aliens 
not  naturalized,  the  privileges  of  voting.  As  to 
one  of  the  disputed  tow'nships,  we  are  not  left  to 
conjecture  on  this  point,  for  you  well  remember 
that  the  fact  was  clearly  ascertained  by  an  open 
examination  before  the  legislature  last  year.  1 
pretend  not  to  know,  and  if  I did,  should  think 
myself  not  warranted  in  expressing  any  opinion  as 
to  which  of  the  two  parties  claiming  the  election, 
will  appear  on  a full  and  final  examination,  entitled 
to  the  seats;  and  have  no  other  desire  than  that 
justice  should  be  done.  But  all  this  has  no  just 
bearing  on  the  case  before  us.  It  constitutes  no 
ground  of  justification  for  that  violent  exparle  pro- 
ceeding, in  which  the  case  was  prejudged,  and  the 
state  left  with  but  a single  representative  on  the 
floor  of  congress. 

What  were  the  pretexts  for  the  acl?  The  claim- 
ants produce  a certificate  from  the  secretary  of 
the  state  of  certain  estimates  and  returns,  by  which 
it  would  appear,  that  if  the  returns  from  two  town- 
ships in  the  state,  which  w.ere  rejected  returns  and 
never  forwarded  to  the  governor,  had  been  counted, 
there  would  be  a majority  of  votes  for  the  claim- 
ants. This  certificate  possesses  no  authority  what- 
ever. It  does  not  relate  to  any  paper  or  record  be- 
longing to  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  the  state, 
and  was  issued  without  the  authority  of  law.  It 
might  as  well  have  certified  a private  letter  or  a 
column  of  a newspaper.  In  the  absence  of  a more 
convenient  plan  of  deposit,  it  has  been  customary 
for  the  governor  to  lodge  executive  papers  in  the 
secretary’s  office  for  safe  keeping,  and  that  practice 
was  followed  in  the  present  instance.  But  they 
form  no  part  of  the  files  or  records  of  his  office. 
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Is  it  alleged  that  any  law  of  the  state  was  violated 
in  the  manner  of  awarding  the  certificates!  There 
is  your  statute  book  amt  by  it  the  governor  and 
council  are  directed  to  make  up  the  result  from  the 
clerk’s  returns,  and  from  them  alone,  and  the  com- 
missions were  awarded  after  a careful  estimate  of 
all  the  returns  from  all  the  clerks  in  the  state. 
Without  a violation  of  the  law  and  of  my  official 
oath;  without  passing  by  the  advice  of  the  council, 
and  disregarding  the  unvarying  practice  under  the 
law  from  its  enactment,  no  other  course  could  have 
been  adopted.  I take  my  stand  by  the  side  of  the 
law  of  the  land!  and  amid  the  storms  of  party,  seek 
no  other  security  than  an  approving  conscience  and 
a firm  conviction  of  having  faithfully  discharged  my 
duty.  But  I have  the  farther  satisfaction  to  know, 
thit  my  judgment  has  been  fully  confirmed  by  you, 
gentlemen  and  the  people  of  the  state.  But  suppose 
it  were  otherwise.  Do  you  hold  your  executive 
responsible  for  his  acts  to  the  congress  of  the  Unit- 
ed States?  This  would  be  new  doctrine  for  an  in- 
depent  state.  I am  alone  responsible  for  my  public 
acts,  let  me  say,  to  the  legislature,  and  the  people 
of  my  own  state,  and  I deny  all  right  to  pass  upon 
them  officially  by  any  other  earthly  power.  Whe- 
ther, therefore,  the  decision  in  granting  the  certifi- 
cates was  right  or  wrong,  congress  at  all  events, 
is  bound  to  receive  the  credentials  thus  furnished, 
as  the  mandates  of  the  state  to  them,  that  they  ad- 
mit her  representatives  to  their  seats,  until  others 
can  show  a better  title. 

I have  thus  presented  to  you  my  views  of  this 
case.  I find  in  it  no  palliating  circumstances;  no- 
thing but  a most  unprovoked  violation  of  our  rights 
as  a state  and  impeachment  of  our  character  as  a 
people.  What  action  you  may  think  proper  to 
take  upon  it  must  be  left  to  your  judgment  and 
sound  discretion.  As  the  immediate  representa- 
tives of  the  people,  you  know'  best  their  feelings  and 
their  wishes.  If  there  be  not  a deep  and  settled 
feeling  of  injury  in  the  mind  of  the  people,  I have 
not  properly'appreciated  their  character.  It  is  not 
among  the  least  alarming  features  of  the  case,  that 
the  question  has  always  been  carried  against  the 
rights  of  the  people  of  New  Jersey  by  a party  vote. 
I trust,  gentlemen,  you  will  vindicate  the  abused 
honor  and  violated  rights  of  the  states,  in  firm  and 
manly  tones.  That  you  w'ill  enter  your  solemn 
protest  before  the  country,  against  the  usurped 
powers  of  congress,  and  call  upon  them  even  now 
to  reconsider  and  reverse  an  act  which  can  only 
tend  to  alienate  the  feelings  of  a state  among  the 
mo3t  devoted  to  the  union.  I would  now  and  for- 
ever deny  the  power  of  congress  to  bind  this  state 
by  her  acts,  while  she  denies  us  a representation  in 
that  body.  There  will  be  but  one  feeling  with  your 
sister  states.  They  cannot  but  see  in  this  act  to- 
wards New'  Jersey,  what  may  be  their  own  fate, 
whenever,  for  party  purposes,  the  like  action  to- 
wards them  shall  seem  expedient.  They  should  be 
called  on  to  declare  their  opinions  on  the  powers  of 
congress  now  for  the  first  time  asserted  on  the  floor 
of  congress.  While  1 am  satisfied  that,  consulting 
the  wounded  feelings  of  the  people,  you  cannot  re- 
probate, in  too  strong  terms,  the  whole  of  this  pro- 
ceeding as  unconstitutional,  illegal  and  void,  I would 
still  desire  that  you  may  be  led  into  no  violent  or 
indiscreet  action.  The  people  of  New  Jersey  are 
friends  to  their  country,  and  will  abide  by  her  for- 
tunes for  weal  or  for  woe.  I would  see  you  take 
counsel  from  your  patriotism  as  well  as  from  your 
feelings  knowing  that  it  is  always  more  noble  to 
suffer  wrong  than  to  do  wrong,  and  in  the  hope  that 
the  day  will  yet  come  when  our  public  councils 
will  be  guided  by  men  who  will  regard  the  congress, 
the  laws,  the  rigtits  of  the  states,  the  peace-  andjiar- 
mony  of  their  country. 

WM.  PENNINGTON. 

Trenton,  January  15,  1840. 

MESSAGE  OF  GOV.  PORTER. 

We  have  received  a copy  of  the  message  of  the 
governor  of  Pennsylvania,  and  give  below  an  ab- 
stract of  it,  taken  from  the  Philadelphia  Inquirer 
and  Courier. 

Allusion  is  made  to  the  disgraceful  scenes  at  Har- 
risburg, on  the  4th  of  Dec.  1838,  and  some  proper 
remarks  are  offered  in  relation  to  the  supremacy  of 
the  laws.  Acknowledgments  are  made  to  a gracious 
Providence,  for  a season  of  general  health  and  abun- 
dant harvest.  The  aggregate  amount  of  the  state 
debt  is  estimated  at  $'34,141,663  80.  The  whole 
amount  of  loans  authorised  at  the  last  session, 
$5,542,000.  Of  the  state  debt,  $29,914,003  32, 
bears  an  annual  interest  of  $1,194,700  16.  We  re- 
joice to  observe  the  sentiment  that  our  public  debt 

has  been  contracted  under  full  authority  of  law 

that  the  faith  and  honor  of  the  people  are  pledged, 
in  the  most  solemn  manner,  to  the  payment  of  the 
interest  annually  accruing,  and  to  the  payment  of 
the  principal. 


An  elaborate  view  is  afforded  of  the  public  pro- 
pert)' — the  revenues  and  expenditures  of  the  state. 
The  revenue  for  1839,  is  given  as  $1,621,119  84— 
the  expenses  $2,703,863  47.  The  public  property, 
such  as  bank  stocks,  rail  roads  and  public  works,  are 
estimated  to  be  worth  $33,259,085  28.  The  im- 
provements are  estimated  at  their  original  cost,  and 
the  stocks  at  their  per  value.  Thus,  the  balance 
against  the  state — her  debt  and  property  contrasted, 
is  $882,578  52.  The  balance  against  the  state  last 
year,  her  revenue  and  expenses  compared,  was 
$1,087,743  63.  We  must,  says  the  governor,  re- 
sort to  taxes,  the  sale  of  public  improvements,  or  to 
further  loan.  No  matter  what  the  difficulty  of  ob- 
taining the  money — the  state  debt  must  be  paid. 

The  suspension  of  specie  payments  is  next  advert- 
ed to,  and  in  considerable  detail.  That  course  is 
deprecated  in  the  strongest  terms,  but  the  governor 
argues  that  it  does  not  always  follow  that  banks  are 
unsound  and  unable  to  pay  all  demands  against 
them,  because  they  do  not  pay  specie  for  their 
notes.  In  Pennsylvania,  he  says: 

“There  are  fifty-two  banks,  with  an  aggregate 
capital  of  more  than  sixty  millions  of  dollars;  but 
such  has  been  the  disregard  ol  law  by  some  of  them, 
that  they  have  not,  made  any  return;  and  the  re- 
turns made  by  several  of  them,  are  so  very  imper- 
fect, that  it  is  impossible  to  arrive  at  any  thing  like 
accuracy  as  to  the  amount  of  their  circulation,  specie 
or  debts  due  to  them.  But  from  the  best  data  with- 
in my  reach,  the  amount  of  their  notes  in  circulation 
may  be  computed  at  not  less  than  thirty-three  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  and  the  amount  due  and  owing  to 
them,  principally  by  corporations  and  citizens  of 
this  commonwealth,  is  perhaps  about  seventy  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  This  amount  is  due  to  these  banks 
from  individuals  residing  in  all  sections  of  the  state, 
and  engaged  in  all  kinds  of  business.  Stocks  in  our 
rail  roads,  canals,  turnpikes,  &c.  are  held  by  some 
of  these  banks,  and  in  the  shape  of  subscriptions, 
bonusses,  or  dividends,  they  contribute  largely  to 
the  general  fund  in,  the  state  treasury,  and  to  the 
support  of  the  common  school  system.  Their  char- 
ters expire  at  various  periods  between  the  present 
time  and  1870,  and  the  stock  in  them  is  owned  by  a 
great  number  of  persons  of  all  ages,  classes,  condi- 
tions and  pecuniary  means.  The  capitalists  of  the 
country,  as  well  as  those  of  moderate  means,  wi- 
dows, orphans  and  guardians,  all  own  stock  in  our 
several  banking  institutions.  From  this  cursory 
glance  at  the  subject,  it  is  evident  that  the  business, 
interests  and  banking  institutions  of  the  country, 
are  intimately  connected  together,  and  mutually 
exert  a powerful  influence  on  each  other.” 

He  then  proceeds  to  show  that  the  banking  system 
ha?  greatly  extended  throughout  the  whole  union, 
wilhin  the  last  twenty  years.  In  legislating  on  the 
subject,  however,  he  says,  we  must  take  things  as 
we  find  them — and  that  the  banking  system  has,  for 
good  or  for  evil,  stamped  its  influence  on  every 
commercial,  manufacturing  and  agricultural  interest 
among  our  citizens.  Abrogate  the  entire  system — 
he  adds — and  we  know  not  in  what  condition  it  may 
plunge  us.  Real  estate  and  all  commodities  of  com- 
merce, agriculture  and  manufactures,  now  bearing 
the  highest  paper  price,  must  fall  greatly  in  value; 
and  by  that  fall  in  price,  thousands  of  enterpris- 
ing and  industrious  fellow7  citizens  will  be  irretriev- 
ably ruined.  The  poor,  he  contends,  and  those  in 
moderate  circumstances,  would  be  obliged  to  bear 
the  brunt  of  the  hardships.  The  licit  being  the  cre- 
ditors, have  little  to  fear  from  such  change  in  our 
system  of  currency;  if  is  the  debtor  part  of  the  com- 
munity on  whom  the  chief  burden  is  cast.  In  adopt- 
ing coercive  measures  against  the  banks,  it  should 
not  be  forgotten,  that  the  penal  consequences  do  not 
fall  on  them  alone.  The  vast  number  of  individuals, 
from  whom  so  many  millions  are  due  to  those  insti- 
tutions, would  feel  most  oppressively  the  blow. — 
Nor  would  it  be  right  or  just  to  cast  the  great  mass 
of  innocent  stockholders,  beyond  the  pale  of  legis- 
lative protection.  The  officers  and  directors,  who 
are  in  fact  chargeable  with  most,  if  not  the  entire 
blame,  would  readily  screen  themselves  from  it, 
elude  the  laws,  take  care  of  themselves,  profit  by 
the  sufferings  and  losses  of  the  innocent,  and  leave 
those  to  perish,  who  had  little,  if  any,  active  agency 
in  producing  the  present  state  of  things. 

These  view's  strike  us  as  altogether  sound,  and 
we  do  not  hesitate  to  give  them  our  cordial  appro- 
val. “I  know  of  no  other  mode  of  securing  uniform 
and  contemporaneous  action,”  says  the  governor, “on 
this  important  subject  among  all  the  states  of  the 
union,  except  through  the  agency  of  the  general  go- 
vernment; which,  if  not  already  possessed  of  the 
power  necessary  for  that  purpose,  should  be  clothed 
with  it  by  an  amendment  of  the  constitution.”  He 
estimates  the  state  and  corporation  debts  due  to 
Europe,  at  $220,000,000;  bearingan  annual  interest 
of  $12,000,000.  A proper  view  is  taken  of  the  ma- 
nia for  borrowing  money  by  the  stales,  and  the  doc- 


trine of  economy  is  earnestly  inculcated.  A judi- 
cious credit-system  is  described  as  indispensable  (o 
an  enlightened  business  community.  He  rt com- 
mends an  early  resumption  of  specie  payments  by 
the  banks,  and  measures  to  guard  against  the  like 
suspension  in  future.  He  expresses  the  opinion 
that  the  condition  of  most  of  our  banks  is  as  sound, 
in  reality,  as  those  of  other  states.  They  are  said 
to  have  as  much  specie  in  their  vaults  and  as  good 
debtors.  The  law  prohibiting  small  notes  is  approv- 
ed, and  provisions  are  recommended  to  render  its 
enforcement  more  effectual,  by  driving  back  the 
small  notes  of  the  other  states.  He  suggests  the 
propriety  of  immediately  inquiring  into  the  condition 
of  the  banks,  and  of  affixing  the  eailiest  period  for 
resumption,  that  their  affairs  and  the  public  wants 
and  expectations  justify.  He  thinks  it  would  be 
expedient  to  graduate  this  resumption,  so  as  to  make 
one  fourth  or  more  payable  forthwith,  and  the  resi- 
due at  suitable  periods.  He  recommends  the  ap- 
pointment of  three  bank  commissioners,  for  one, 
two  and  three  years — one  to  be  appointed  annually 
for  the  future,  with  power  to  examine  into  the  con- 
dition of  banks,  and  to  wind  them  up,  if  unsound, 
or  having  violated  their  chaiters.  He  recommends 
the  passage  of  a law'  compelling  all  the  batiks  in  the 
commonwealth  to  receive  each  other’s  notes  at  par, 
so  long  as  the  respective  banks  continue  to  redeem 
their  notes  in  specie;  and  on  failure  at  any  time  of 
any  bank  so  to  redeem  its  notes,  that  the  bank  com- 
missioners be  required,  forthwith,  to  take  charge  of 
it  and  close  its  operations,  and  that  each  b.  rik  be 
peimitted  to  pay  out  at  its  own  counter,  nothing 
but  its  own  notes  or  specie,  unless  at  the  option  of 
those  who  have  demands  upon  it.  He  recommends 
the  banks  to  be  prohibited  from  purchasing  or  hold- 
ing any  bank  stock?  except  their  own,  or  the  stock 
of  this  state,  or  the  United  States;  and  then  only  in 
small  quantities.  He  recommends  a repeal  ol  the 
proxy  system.  Also,  a prohibition  of  post  notes. — 
Also,  that  the  power  contained  in  the  amended  con- 
stitution, of  repealing  bank  charters  should  be  made 
a fundamental  article  of  every  bank  charter  in*lhe 
state.  Also,  that  the  three  months  now  allowed  for 
banks  lo  pay  specie  after  suspension,  be  cut  down 
to  30  days.  Also,  that  (be  directois  of  the  banks  be 
rendered  personally  liable  for  Ihe  payment  of  all 
notes  issued  by  the  banks  respectively  under  their 
direction,  if  at  any  time  the  same  is  in  circulation, 
and  the  money  due  lo  depositors,  shall  exceed  Ihe 
ratio  of  three  dollars  for  one  of  the  specie  in  their 
vaults.  Also,  that  after  a certain  period  no  smaller 
notes  than  those  for  $10  be  issued.  Also,  that  no 
bank  be  allow  ed  to  make  a higher  dividend  than  7 
per  cent,  per  annum.  Such  banks  as  have  declared 
dividends  during  the  suspension,  are  censured  in 
strong  terms,  and  it  is  recommended  that  their  char- 
ters be  repealed.  He  says  he  will  cheerfully  sign  a 
bill,  recognizing  the  principle  of  rendering  stock- 
holders liable  in  their  personal  capacity,  for  the 
notes  of  the  banks,  in  case  the  corporate  funds  be 
inadequate.  He  recommends  a total  separation  be- 
tween the  state  and  banking  institutions.  An  inde- 
pendent treasury  for  the  general  government  is 
warmly  approved.  An  investigation  as  to  illegal  or 
usurious  interest,  is  recommended;  and  on  the  con- 
viction of  any  bank  for  this  practice,  a repeal  of  its 
charter  is  advised.  Savings  institutions  and  loan 
companies  are  censured  in  terms  of  severity.  An 
inquiry  is  recommended  into  the  allegations  against 
them.  A law  for  the  more  adequate  punishment  of 
frauds  and  breaches  of  trust  on  the  part  of  bank  of- 
ficers, and  collectors  of  canal  tolls,  is  recommended. 
The  policy  of  undertaking  any  new7  public  works,  is 
disapproved.  He  says  that  the  last  loan  fiorn  the  U. 
S.  bank  was  obtained  from  that  institution  as  a last 
resort,  and  after  all  applications  elsewhere,  were 
found  unsuccessful.  The  sum  of  $2,000,000  must 
be  obtained  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  perhaps  an 
equal  amount  for  the  year  alter,  and  $600,000  on  or 
before  the  1st  of  next  month.  Direct  taxation  is 
frankly  recommended,  as  the  only  possible  remedy 
to  extricate  the  commonwealth  from  her  present  em- 
barrassments. 

The  U.  S.  bank,  be  remarks,  is  compelled  to  loan 
the  state  at  4 per  cent.  $6,000,000.  It  is  for  the 
legislature  to  decide  whether  the  money  to  be  ob- 
tained from  that  institution,  would  be  belter  than 
direct  taxation.  The  governor  prefers  the  latter 
course. 

The  subject  of  corporations  is  touched  upon — 
that  of  general  education  is  properly  noticed — our 
common  schools  are  adverted  to  in  becoming  lan- 
guage. Also,  a new  apportionment  of  the  represen- 
tatives and  senators  of  the  state. 

In  conclusion,  the  commonwealth  is  said  to  be  la- 
boring under  an  enormous  state  debt— but  the  go- 
vernor expresses  the  opinion  that  prudence,  discre- 
tion and  economy  on  the  part  of  tier  legislature,  ex- 
ecutive and  citizens,  will,  in  a few  years  replace 
her  on  the  solid  footing  ofindependence.  Her  abi- 
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lity  is  ample  to  meet  all  her  engagements,  while  the 
determination  oT  her  citizens  corresponds  with  that 
ability.  Happen  what  in  ly,  he  adds — the  integrity 
and  fidelity  ol  the  people  of  Pennsylvania,  are  pledg- 
ed, to  make  good  her  contracts  with  those  whose 
money  has  constructed  her  stupendous  public  im- 
provements, and  that  the  pledge  so  made  shall  be 
scrupulously  redeemed. 

We  also  take  from  the  National  Intelligencer  the 
following  remarks  and  extracts  from  the  message. 

From  the  National  Intelligencer  of  June  11, 

The  message  is  the  longest  document  ol  the 
kind  we  ever  remember  to  have  met  with,  filling,  as 
it  does,  nearly  twice  as  much  space  as  the  presi- 
dent s late  message  to  congress.  It  abounds,  never- 
theless, in  facts,  speculations  and  recommendations, 
which  have  really  so  interested  us  in  the  perusal, 
that  we  should  be  glad  to  be  able  to  lay  the  greater 
part  of  the  message  before  our  readers.  From  its 
great  extent,  however,  we  must,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  our  readers,  content  ourselves  with  brief  ex- 
tracts from  some  parts  of  it,  and  references  to  others. 

■“It  thus  appears  that  the  state  debt  amounts  to 
the  vast  sum  of  $34,141,693  80— of  which  the 
sum  ol  $29,914,003  32,  being  due  upon  the  state 
loans,  bears  an  annual  interest  of  $1,494,700  16. 

“I  his  aggregate  state  debt  (with  the  exception 
ol  $180,000  Oil,  appropriated  at  the  last  session  of 
the  legislature  to  the  survey  of  a railway  from  Har- 
ri-burg  to  Pittsburg,  to  stock  in  the  Franklin  rail 
road,  and  to  stock  in  the  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  ca- 
nal, as  above  stated) was  contracted  prior  to  Janua- 
ry 13,  1339,  the  day  of  my  inauguration.  It  is  true 
that  the  sum  ol  $3,524,000  00  was  authorised  to 
be  borrowed  since  that  period;  but  the  whole  of 
this  large  amount  (with  the  above  exception)  was 
appropriated  to  the  payment  of  debts  and  liabilities 
due,  and  falling  due  in  the  year  1839,  for  the  pay- 
ment of  which  no  provision  had  been  made  when  I 
entered  upon  the  duties  of  my  office. 

“It  is  evident  from  this  simple  statement  of  the 
public  debt,  that  whatever  may  be  its  amount,  or 
whatever  the  inconvenience  we  suffer  from  it,  none 
of  the  responsibility  rests  upon  me.  All  the  addi- 
tionsthat  have  been  made  to  it,  since  I came  into 
office,  have  been  either  to  pay  debts  already  due,  or 
to  prosecute  contracts  for  works  then  commenced 
and  in  a slate  so  forward  as  to  forbid  their  abandon- 
ment. This  public  debt  has  been  contracted  under 
full  authority  of  law.  The  faith  and  honor  of  the 
people  are  pledged  in  the  most  solemn  mannerto  the 
payment  of  (he  interest  annually  accruing,  and  to 
the  final  payment  of  the  principal.  Every  conside- 
ration of  duty,  integrity  and  national  fidelity,  binds 
us  to  the  honest  performance  of  our  part  of  the  bar- 
gain with  the  holders  of  the  certificates  of  our  loans. 
It  is  immaterial  whether  we  received  these  loans  in 
paper  money,  or  in  gold  and  silver;  whether  in 
merchandise,  rail  rojd  iron,  or  any  other  commodi- 
fy; we  have  received  a consideration  in  something; 
we  have  issued  the  certificates  of  stock,  and  we 
must  abide  by  the  contracts  which  we  ourselves  in- 
vited other-  to  make  with  us,  and  ratified  in  all  due 
forms  of  laws. 

“I  stated,  in  my  inaugural  address,  that  I believ- 
ed although  tne  state  debt  was  large,  and  a conside- 
rable portion  of  it  had  been  incurred  by  injudicious 
legislation  and  expenditure,  yet  that  I was  con- 
vinced the  public  improvements  constructed  by  it, 
and  the  general  increase  of  the  value  of  the  pro- 
perty in  the  commonwealth,  were  fully  equal  to  the 
whole  amount  of  the  debt.  I still  entertain  the 
same  opinion;  but,  in  submitting  to  your  considera- 
tion a statement  of  the  resources  of  the  common- 
wealth, I feel  it  to  be  incumbent  on  me  to  exhibit 
the  actual  productiveness  of  our  internal  improve- 
ments in  a light  somewhat  less  flattering  than  that 
i i which  it  has  usually  appeared.  I am  constrained 
to  pursue  this  course,  by  a high  sense  of  duty,  and 
nor  by  any  desire  to  arouse  hostility  against  them, 
or  to  weaken  the  confidence  of  the  public  in  their 
ultimate  value  and  utility.  It  has  been  customary, 
hitherto,  to  slate  the  gross  amount  of  toils  derived 
from  our  canals  and  rad  roads  in  such  a manner  as 
to  convey  the  impression  that  they  yielded  that 
sum,  clear  ot  all  deductions  for  management  and 
repairs.  The  constant  yearly  incraase  of  tolls  has 
served  as  a powerful  stimulant  to  the  prosecution 
and  extension  ol  the  entire  system  of  our  improve- 
ments. Men  of  sanguine  feelings  have  confidently 
looked  forward  to  an  early  day  on  which  the  tolls 
arising  from  our  improvements  would  not  only  pay 
the  interest  on  the  whole  state  debt,  but  yield,  in 
a I 1 i f ion,  a large  surplus  to  be  applied  to  the  extin- 
guishment of  the  principal.  Local  interest,  and 
ai  l 'nt  public  enterprise,  readily  concurred  in  this 
opinion . We  had  embarked  in  the  system  too 
dyepiy,  both. in  pecuniary  investments  and  instate 
pride,  to  turn  back.  The  great  undertaking  must 
go  through;  we  had  pledged  our  faith,  our  firmness, 


and  our  ability  to  that  eflort,  and  we  gathered  hope 
and  confidence  wherever  they  could  be  found.  It 
is  not  surprising,  therefore,  lliat  our  governors,  le- 
gislators, and  people  have  deceived  themselves,  and 
deceived  each  other,  in  pursuit  of  this  (avorite  ob- 
ject. It  forms  no  just  ground  of  censure  against 
the  active  supporters  of  our  system  of  internal  im- 
provements, tiiat  they  have  fallen  short,  far  short,  of 
public  expectation  in  the  amount  of  revenue  they 
afford.  Tlie  time  may,  perhaps,  arrive,  at  no  very 
distant  day,  when  (lie  increase  of  our  population, 
business  and  wealth,  will  enable  us  to  realize  the 
flattering  anticipations  of  the  early  friends  of  the 
system;  among  whom,  as  an  unwavering  advocate 
and  supporter  of  that  system,  on  judicous  princi- 
ples, I am  proud  to  claim  a rank.  It  is  immate- 
rial what  we  bad  hoped,  or  what  we  now  desire,  on 
this  subject;  it  is  our  duty,  as  prudent  and  faithful 
guardians  of  the  public  interests,  to  examine  it  with 
candor,  and  to  act  upon  it  without  concealment  or 
fear.” 

The  governor  then  goes  on  to  make  an  exposi- 
tion of  the  resources  of  the  state,  which,  without 
taxation,  he  considers  as  wholly  inadequate  to  meet 
the  demands  upon  it  created  by  its  debt.  “We  are 
now,”  says  lie,  “compelled  to  forego  all  temporary 
expedients,  and  to  look  the  true  slate  of  things  in 
the  face.  We  must  resort  to  taxes,  to  the  sale  of 
the  public  improvements,  or  to  further  loans.  The 
public  improvements  cannot  be  sold  but  at  a most 
ruinous  sacrifice;  and  as  to  loans,  it  is  doubtful 
whether  we  can  procure  them  at  all,  unless  at  an 
unwarranted  rate  of  interest.  Notwithstanding  all 
tiiese  difficulties,  this  sum  due  by  the  state  must  be 
paid.” 

Before  considering  the  alternative  modes  of  taxa- 
tion, &c  for  this  purpose,  the  governor  turns  to  and 
discusses  the  present  state  and  condition  of  the 
banks  of  the  commonwealth,  and  of  the  U.  States 
generally,  upon  which  lie  makes  the  following 
sound  practical  and  sensible  observations: 

“In  legislating  on  this  subject,  however,  we  can- 
not close  our  eyes  to  the  peculiar  condition  of  the 
country.  We  must  take  things  as  we  find  them. — 
We  are  not  considering  what  would  be  the  proper 
course  if  we  were  now  about  to  introduce  for  the 
first  time,  a system  of  banking  in  Pennsylvania. — 
That  question  was  settled  long  ago,  and  by  a con- 
stant and  rapid  progression  it  lias  been  entwining 
itself  with  every  interest  and  every  measure  of  po- 
licy in  this  Commonwealth.  It  has,  for  good  or  for 
evil,  stamped  its  influence  on  every  commercial, 
manufacturing  and  agricultural  interest  among  our 
citizens.  Under  the  operation  of  this  system,  and 
on  the  faith  of  its  continuance,  in  some  form,  all  our 
business  lias  been  undertaken,  our  contracts  between 
individuals  entered  into,  and  their  debts  contracted, 
our  internal  improvements  commenced,  and  our  vast 
state  debt  fastened  on  the  people.  Abrogate  the  en- 
tire system,  and  we  know  not  into  vvliat  condition  it 
will  plunge  us.  Real  estate  and  ali  commodities  of 
commerce,  agriculture  and  manufactures,  now  bear- 
ing the  highest  paper  price,  must  fall  greatly  in  value 
and  by  that  fall  in  price,  thousands  of  I he  enterprising 
and  industrious  of  our  fellow  citizen?  will  be  irre- 
trievably ruined.  The  ten  years  immediately  follow- 
ing the  last  war  with  Great  Britain  furnish  us  some 
instructive  lessons  on  this  subject, though  very  inade- 
quate to  portray  the  consequences  that  would  follow 
the  same  causes  in  our  present  situation.  And  what 
heightens  the  evils  anticipated  i3,  the  reflection  that 
the  poor  and  those  in  moderate  circumstances  would 
be  obliged  to  endure  the  brunt  of  the  hardships  — 
The  rich,  being  the  creditors,  have  little  lo  fear 
from  such  change  in  our  system  of  currency — it  is 
the  debtor  part  of  the  community  on  whom  the 
chief  burden  is  cast.  In  adopting  coercive  mea- 
sures against  the  banks,  it  should  not  be  forgotten 
that  the  penal  consequences  do  not  fall  on  them 
alone.  The  vast  number  of  individuals,  from  whom 
so  many  millions  are  due  lo  those  institutions,  would 
feel  most  oppressed  by  the  blow.  Nor  would  it  be 
right  or  just  to  cast  the  great  mass  of  innocent 
stockholders  beyond  the  pale  of  legislative  protec- 
tion. The  officers  and  directors,  who  are,  in  fact, 
chargeable  with  most,  il  not  1 he  entire  blame,  would 
readily  screen  themselves  from  it,  elude  the  laws, 
take  care  of  themselves,  profit  by  the  suffering  and 
losses  of  the  innocent,  and  leave  those  to  perish  who 
had  little,  il  any,  active  agency  in  producing  the 
present  state  of  things.  This  is  a matter  worthy  of 
your  most  serious  and  deliberate  consideration. 

“On  reference  to  the  history  of  all  commercial 
nations,  it  will  be  found  that  very  considerable  fluc- 
tuation in  the  currency  operates  directly,  and  with 
greatest  severity,  on  the  laboring  part  of  the  com- 
munity. While  currency  is  in  a slate  of  transition, 
Irom  a cheaper  to  a dearer  medium,  the  prices  of 
wages  are  first  affected,  without  an  immediate  cor- 
responding change  in  the  price  of  the  necessaries  of 
life.  Those  who  carry  on  extensive  business  opera- 


tions of  all  kinds  are  soon  compelled  to  curtail  or 
stop,  and  numerous  industrious  operatives  are 
thrown  out  of  employment,  or  compelled  (o  resort 
to  other  occupations  that  they  do  not  understand,  for 
the  means  of  supporting  their  families.  Besides 
though  Pennsylvania  might  abrogate  her  banking 
system  altogether,  yet  we  have  no  assurance  that 
oilier  states  would  follow  her  example.  It  would  be 
difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  prohibit  their  bank 
notes  from  circulation  among  us,  and  we  should 
thus  suffer  the  worst  evils  of  the  banking  system 
without  its  benefits;  for  the  banks  of  other  stales 
would  be  situated  beyond  the  reach  of  our  legisla- 
tion and  control.  I know  of  no  other  mode  of  se- 
curing unifoim  and  contemporaneous  action,  on  this 
important  subject,  among  ail  the  states  of  the  union, 
except  through  the  agency  of  the  general  govern- 
ment, which,  if  not  already  possessed  of  the  power 
necessary  for  that  purpose,  should  be  clothed  with  it 
by  an  amendment  of  the  constitution.” 

Again,  we  quote  the  message: 

“A  system  of  credit,  acted  on  with  caution  and 
sound  judgment,  is  not  only  wise  and  judicious, 
but  indispensable  to  an  enlightened  business  com- 
munity. The  honesty,  industry  and  capacity  of  a 
poor  man,  is  his  only  capital,  and  unless  it  gives  him 
credit  where  he  is  known,  there  is  little  practical 
difference  between  the  condition  ol  the  honest  and 
dishonest,  the  capable  and  the  ignorant  man.  The 
station  of  men  in  society,  on  the  opposite  principle, 
would  be  fixed  by  their  birth,  ana  merit  would  be 
regarded  as  a bootless  qualification.  This  is  not  the 
doctrine  of  nature  or  of  onr  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, and  American  system  of  government. 

“The  credit  system  will  be  seldom  abused  in  (he 
case  of  individuals;  but  not  so  in  that  of  corpora- 
tions and  governments.  When  m’en  judge  in  their 
individual  relations,  they  weigh  things  well;  when 
as  members  of  corporations  and  governments,  their 
caution  corresponds  with  their  share  of  the  respon- 
sibility. Our  present  condition  illustrates  the  tiuth 
of  this  position,  and  calls  aloud  on  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people  to  pause  and  reflect.  Let  no 
more  state  debts,  not  indispensably  necessary  to  [ire- 
serve  the  faith  and  honor  of  the  states,  be  con- 
tracted; let  no  certificates  of  loan  be  issued,  and  no 
commercial  commodities  be  imported  for  a few 
years.  We  will  thus  overcome  our  present  difficul- 
ties, and  re-establish  our  credit  at  home  and  abroad. 
This  is  the  only  course  dictated  by  prudence  and 
honesty.” 

The  governor  then  goes  on  to  make  a variety  of 
recommendations  in  reference  to  the  banking  insti- 
tutions of  the  state,  such,  for  example,  as  the  pas- 
sage of  laws  for  requiring  a graduated  resumption  of 
specie  payments  by  the  banks:  for  the  appointment 
of  a board  of  bank  commissioners;  for  preventing 
any  bank  of  the  commonwealth  from  purchasing  and 
holding  of  bank  stock,  or  any  other  stock  except 
their  own,  and  the  stock  of  the  state  or  of  the  United 
Stales;  for  repealing  the  law  authorising  bankstock- 
holders  to  vote  by  proxies;  for  prohibiting  the  prac- 
tice of  issuing  post  notes;  lor  making  the  directors 
of  banks  personally  responsible  for  notes  issued  un- 
der their  direction,  if  at  any  time  they  exceed  in 
amount  the  ratio  of  three  to  one  of  specie  held  by 
the  banks  respectively;  I'or  restricting  bank  di- 
vidends to  seven  per  cent,  per  annum  on  (heir 
slock,  &c. 

As  if  to  signalize  this  executive  message  by  a 
union  of  the  extremes  of  truth  and  error,  the  go- 
vernor winds  up  his  plausible  if  not  practical  recom- 
mendations on  this  head  by  an  eulogy  on  the  merits 
of  “an  independent  treasury  for  the  general  govern- 
ment,” and  “the  laudable  efforts  of  the  president  of 
the  United  Stales  on  behalf  of  it!” 

After  reviewing  further  the  resources  of  the  state, 
the  governor  brings  himself  to  the  following  con- 
clusions as  to  the  best  mode  of  overcoming  the  pre- 
sent financial  embarrassments  of  the  state;  which 
we  must  say,  without  reference,  however,  to  his 
allusions  to  the  previous  state  administrations,  are 
characterised  by  a sturdy  integrity  and  a manly 
breasting  of  responsibility  which  command  our  re- 
spect: 

“In  expressing  my  own  opinion  in  favor  of  a re- 
sort to  taxation,  I do  it  with  no  inconsiderable  de- 
gree of  reluctance;  but  it  must  he  obvious  to  every 
citizen  of  the  commonwealth  that  his  house,  his 
farm,  and  his  property  are  all  pledged,  beyond  pos- 
sibility of  release,  to  the  ultimate  payment  ol  the 
state  debt,  and  the  interest  thereon  accruing,  agree- 
ably to  the  stipulation  with  the  loan-holders.  Nor 
is  this  the  worst  view  of  our  situation.  The  state 
has  been  actually  compounding,  for  years  past,  from 
a million  to  a million  and  a half  interest  annually; 
and  the  question  is  now  submitted  whether  we  are 
thus  to  continue  adding,  half  yearly,  this  enormous 
amount  of  insterest  to  the  principal  of  our  state 
debt,  and  to  continue  in  this  pusillanimous  course 
of  policy,  from  year  to  year,  of  shuffling  off 
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the  evil  day,  and  entailing  this  frightful  legacy  on 
posterity.  It  is  a reproach  on  the  people  of  Penn- 
sylvania to  suppose  they  can  be  longer  kept  in  the 
dark  in  regard  to  the  situation  in  which  we  find 
them.  All  they  want  to  know,  to  ensure  a ready 
compliance  with  this  indispensable  call  upon  their 
patriotism,  is  to  know  the  necessity  of  the  measure. 
The  experience  of  more  than  half  a century  forti- 
fies me  in  the  belief  that  the  good  sense  of  the  peo- 
ple of  this  great  commonwealth  is  rarely  appealed 
to  in  vain.  In  assuming  the  responsibility  of  re- 
commending this  measure,  I am  fully  sensible  of 
what  is  to  be  encountered,  and  aware  of  the  conse- 
quences that  are  to  follow;  and  if,  in  this  expression 
of  the  honest  convictions  of  my  own  mind,  and  the 
fearless  discharge  of  the  duties  incumbent  on  me, 

I shall  not  be  borne  out  by  my  fellow  citizens,  I 
shall  at  least  have  the  consolation  to  know  that  I 
have  done  that  which  I conscientiously  believe  to 
be  right,  and  which  I think  will  bear  the  reflection 
of  after  years.  The  time  of  evasion  is  gone;  the 
public  mind  has  been  too  long  fed  with  miserable 
expedients.  The  time  for  action  is  at  hand.  Our 
country  expects  every  man  to  do  his  duty,  and  he 
that  has  not  nerve  enough  for  the  crisis  should  give 
place  to  those  better  fitted  for  the  emergency.  Nei- 
ther the  present  legislature  nor  myself  had  any 
thing  to  do  with  contracting  this  debt — it  is  fixed 
upon  us  by  those  who  have  gone  before  us;  and  the 
same  rule  of  prudence  and  sound  policy  that  would 
govern  the  conduct  of  a private  individual  holds 
equally  good  in  the  case  of  the  commonwealth, 
under  this  state  of  things.  The  private  individual 
would  tax  his  industry  and  his  property  to  the  ut- 
most to  pay  off  a debt,  and  the  interest  upon  it, 
that  was  consuming  the  avails  of  his  industry  and 
his  substance;  so,  also,  it  seems  to  me,  should  the 
representatives  of  a wise  and  judicious  people. 
Taxation  would  pay  the  interest;  it  would  eventu- 
ally constitute  a sinking  fund  to  pay  off  the  prin- 
cipal of  the  state  debt,  and  should  be  continued  till 
the  income  of  the  public  improvements  would  ren- 
der longer  taxation  unnecessary.  The  crisis  de- 
mands the  exercise  of  the  most  far-reaching  saga- 
city, the  calmest  judgment,  and  the  most  fearless 
patriotism.  I am  sure  the  legislature  will  meet  it 
in  the  right  spirit,  to  disarm  it  of  its  perils.  Com- 
ing, as  you  do,  from  all  quarters  of  the  state,  arid 
possessing  a more  intimate  knowledge  ofthe  circum- 
states  and  wants  of  the  people  than  I can,  1 most 
cheerfully  surrender  this  important  subject  to  you, 
satisfied  that  prudence  and  justice  will  direct  your 
action  upon  it.” 

There  are  many  subjects  of  interest  peculiar  to 
the  state  which  are  referred  to  in  the  residue  of 
this  message,  which  more  concern  the  people  of 
that  state  than  our  readers  generally.  The  following 
paragraph,  in  reference  to  the  value  of  a thorough 
geological  survey  of  the  state,  is,  however,  of  gene- 
ral interest: 

“The  coal  and  iron  of  Pennsylvania  are  more 
valuable,  as  sources  of  wealth  and  employment, 
than  mines  of  the  precious  metals  are  in  countries 
where  they  are  found.  They  furnish  investments 
for  large  amounts  of  capital,  give  constant  employ- 
ment to  numerous  operatives,  and,  under  ordinary 
circumstances,  with  prudent  management,  yield  a 
certain  and  tegular  profit  to  all  engaged  in  the  bu- 
siness. They  pay  a large  portion  of  the  tolls  upon 
our  public  improvements,  and  constitute  the  rno3t 
important  share  of  freight  for  those  engaged  in 
transportation  upon  our  canals  and  rail  roads,  as 
well  as  for  numerous  vessels  engaged  in  the  coast- 
ing trade.  The  value  of  coal  and  iron  must  neces- 
sarily be  much  enhanced  by  the  recent  successful 
application  of  anthracite  coal  as  fuel  for  smelting 
iron  ore,  which  will,  in  all  probability,  introduce  a 
new  era  in  the  iron  business  in  our  commonwealth. 
Should  the  experiment  become  generally  successful, 
of  which  little  doubt  is  entertained,  it  will  save  us 
the  necessity  of  importing  large  amounts  of  iron 
for  rail  roads,  as  well  as  other  purposes,  which 
Pennsylvania,  in  that  event,  would  be  able  to  fur- 
nish in  abundance,  not  only  for  her  own  use,  and 
that  of  her  citizens,  but  for  a large  portion  of  her 
sistet  states.  Possessing,  as  Pennsylvania  does,  the 
great  bulk  of  the  iron  ore  and  anthracite  coal  for- 
mation of  this  country,  in  alternate  strata  in  tfie 
same  territory,  and  situated  in  a quarter  of  the  union 
peculiarly  accessible  by  means  of  her  geographical 
position,  and  canals  and  rail  roads,  she  must  enjoy, 
almost  exclusively  the  great  revenue  that  will  arise 
from  this  source.  A large  portion  of  our  public 
debt  abroad  was  contracted  in  the  purchase  of  rail 
road  iron,  which  would  have  been  obtained  in  lhi3 
country  if  it  had  been  possible  to  procure  it  here. 
It  is  confidently  believed  that  the  coal  and  iron 
fields  of  this  commonwealth  will  hereafter  furnish 
a cheap  and  adequate  supply;  and,  if  so,  there  is 
every  reason  to  think  that  the  numerous  rail  roads 
in  nearly  all  the  states  of  the  union,  that  have  been 


either  suspended  or  contemplated,  will  in  a few 
years  go  info  operation.  The  business  on  our  pub- 
lic improvements,  as  well  as  the  permanent  mass  of 
the  wealth  of  the  people  of  this  state,  must  thus  be 
immeasurable  increased.” 


THE  POSTMASTER  GENERAL  AND  THE 
RAIL  ROAD  COMPANY. 

Post  office  department,  January  8,  1840. 
Joshua  Vansant,  esq.  postmaster,  Baltimore. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  6th  to  the  contract  office, 
stating  that  the  trunk  containing  packages  for  New 
York  and  Philadelphia,  w'as  stopped  at  the  depot  in 
your  city,  the  preceding  day,  by  the  vice  president 
of  the  rail  road  company,  has  been  laid  before  me. 

When  instructions  were  given  you  to  take  out  of 
the  mail  the  packages  of  letters  for  New  York  and 
Philadelphia,  and  send  them  forward  by  a special 
messenger  in  order  to  give  them  the  greatest  prac- 
ticable expedition,  it  was  not  supposed  that  the  de- 
partment w'as  attempting  to  infringe  upon  any  right 
or  privilege  of  the  rail  road  company.  To  them 
such  special  messenger,  could  only  be  know'n  as  a 
passenger,  subject  to  the  laws  and  regulations, 
charges  and  fees  which  govern  and  are  required  from 
any  other  passenger.  Limiting  himself  to  the  ordi- 
nary weight  of  baggage  allowed  to  be  carried,  it  was 
not  supposed  that  the  company  had  a right  to  inquire 
of  what  it  was  composed,  much  less  to  stop  it,  should 
it  be  found  to  embrace  letters,  newspapers  or  pam- 
phlets. 

Claiming  nothing  of  the  company  which  is  not  the 
right  of  every  traveller  passing  over  their  road,  the 
department  saw  no  necessity  or  propriety  in  inform- 
ing them  beforehand  that  these  special  messengers 
would  be  employed,  although  it  well  knew  that 
from  the  nature  of  their  business,  the  fact  would 
immediately  become  known  to  them. 

Grave  considerations  arise  out  of  this  assumption 
of  power  on  the  part  of  the  rail  road  company,  to 
arrest  the  progress  of  a government  messenger,  or 
any  other  passenger,  by  stopping  the  trunk  which 
contains  his  baggage.  If  this  department  has  not  a 
right  to  send  a special  messenger  over  the  road, 
conveying  packages  of  letters  or  papers,  neither  has 
any  other  departmentof  the  government.  Messen- 
gers of  the  state,  treasury,  war  and  navy  depart- 
ments, conveying  papers  of  the  utmost  importance 
to  the  business,  peace  and  security  of  the  country, 
may  be  arrested  in  their  course  by  stopping  their 
baggage,  because  they  are  in  the  act  of- conveying 
letters  and  papers  which  belong  to  the  government. 

The  principle  does  not  stop  here.  There  is  no- 
thing in  the  law  which  distinguishes  a public  mes- 
senger with  his  baggage,  from  the  agent  of  a mer- 
chant, or  other  citizen  or  his  baggage.  The  com- 
pany have  the  same  right  to  refuse  to  carry  the 
trunk  of  a merchant’s  clerk  travelling  to  N.  York 
upon  the  business  of  his  employer,  because  it  has 
letters  or  papers  in  it  not  his  own,  that  they  have  to 
stop  the  trunk  of  a messenger  of  the  government. 
Every  merchant  in  Baltimore,  and  every  other  citi- 
zen who  sends  an  agent  along  this  road,  is  liable  to 
have  his  business  arrested  by  the  slopping  of  his 
trunk  upon  the  ground  that  it  contains  something 
which  the  company  do  not  choose  to  convey. 

If  they  can  stop  the  trunk  of  a messenger  or  agent, 
public  or  private,  on  account  of  its  contents,  they 
can  stop  the  trunk  of  any  other  traveller  for  the 
same  reason.  Any'  ordinary  traveller  is  liable  to  be 
arrested  in  his  journey  by  the  arbitrary  stoppage  of 
his  baggage  on  the  pretence  that  there  is  something 
with  it  which  does  not  belong  to  him,  and  which 
the  rail  road  company  choose  to  put  under  their 
ban. 

Does  not  this  assumption  of  right  to  stop  a trunk 
embrace  another  right — the  right  of  search ? If  the 
company  have  a right  to  stop  a passenger’s  trunk 
on  account  of  its  contents,  can  their  right  to  take 
the  necessary 'steps  to  ascertain  what  those  contents 
are,  be  denied?  Cannot  they  refuse  to  carry  any 
trunk  unless  it  be  opened  arid  its  contents  shown 
to  them,  that  they  may  know  there  is  nothing  con- 
traband in  it? 

On  adverting  to  the  charter  of  this  company 
granted  by  the  state  of  Maryland,  1 find  that  it  con- 
tains the  foiiowing  provision  as  to  tolls  on  passen- 
gers, viz: 

“For  the  transportation  of  passengers  not  exceed- 
ing four  cents  a mile  for  each  passenger  and  bag- 
gage not  weighing  more  than  fifty  pounds,  or  occu- 
pying a space  of  more  than  two  cubic  feet.” 

No  power  is  given  them  to  discriminate  between 
public  men  or  private  citizens,  between  agents  or 
principals,  offering  themselves  as  passengers.  The 
company  are  common  carriers  who  are  bound  to 
convey  all  persons  offering  -with  their  baggage.  As 
to  the  character  of  the  baggage,  the  law  gives  them 
no  right  to  inquire.  As  to  quantity,  they  have  a 
right  to  see  that  it  does  r.ot  weigh  more  than  fifty 
pounds,  or  occupy  in  space  more  than  two  cubic 


feet.  If  there  be  overweight  or  overbulk,  they  have 
an  undoubted  right  to  refuse  to  take  it,  but  for  no 
other  reason.  And  in  accordance  with  this  princi- 
ple, it  was  probably  never  before  heard  of  in  This 
country,  that  a rail  road  company  refused  to  carry 
the  legal  weight  and  bulk  of  baggage  on  account  of 
the  materials  which  composed  it. 

In  this  state  ofthe  law  and  the  facts,  I cannot  but 
look  on  the  act  ofthe  company  in  slopping  the  trunk 
referred  to,  as  a high-handed  assumption  of  power, 
as  little  justifiable  in  itself  as  it  is  in  the  motive 
which  dictated  it.  The  company  had  refused  to 
convey  the  mails  on  the  terms  offered  by  congress, 
demanding  a rate  of  compensation  never  heard  of 
for  a like  service  in  this  country  or  any  other,  being 
$50,000  per  annum,  or  upwards  of  $500  per  mile. 
Not  being  authorised  or  willing  to  give  this  rate  of 
compensation,  the  department  made  arrangements 
for  the  conveyance  of  the  mails  on  other  lines;  but 
to  keep  up  the  correspondence  between  the  north 
and  the  south  with  the  greatest  expedition,  was 
witling  to  hire  special  messengers  to  pass  over  this 
road  dailv  to  carry  the  letter  packages,  or  so  many 
of  them  as  did  not  exceed  the  weight  of  baggage  al- 
lowed by  law  to  passengers.  This  did  the  compa- 
ny no  harm.  On  the  contrary,  it  gave  them  two 
additional  passengers  every  day,  and  brought  them 
in  $8  a day,  equal  to  $2,920  per  year.  What  motive 
can  actuate  them  in  throwing  away  this  sum  in 
clear  profit?  They  are  under  no  necessity  to  change 
their  hours  to  run  in  the  night,  to  cross  the  Susque- 
hannah  in  the  dark,  to  do  any  thing  whatever  which 
brings  them  loss,  danger  or  inconvenience.  What 
then  can  be  the  motive  of  this  extraordinary  step? 
I am  sorry  not  to  be  able  to  perceive  any  other  than 
a determination  to  put  the  public  to  all  practicable 
inconvenience  in  its  letter  correspondence  with  the 
view  of  coercing  submission  to  their  exorbitant  de- 
mand. If  there  be  any  other  motive  it  would  give 
me  pleasure  to  know  it,  because  it  is  a reproach  to 
our  country  and  our  age  that  institutions  created  to 
serve  the  public  so  often  assume  to  be  its  masters. 

As  one  whose  duty  it  is  to  maintain  the  right  of 
the  public  as  connected  with  one  of  the  great  de- 
partments of  the  government,  I deem  it  incumbent 
on  me  to  vindicate  by  all  lawful  and  constitutional 
means,  the  right  of  the  government  to  send  special 
messengers  over  this  road  with  whatever  baggage 
it  chooses  to  entrust  to  them  not  exceeding  fifty 
pounds  in  weight,  and  not  occupying  more  than 
two  cubic  feet.  Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant,  ' AMOS  KENDALL. 

POSTMASTER  GENERAL’S  REPORT. 

Post  office  department,  Nov,  30,  1839. 

Sir:  The  post  roads  ofthe  United  States  covered 
by  mail  service  on  the  30th  day  of  June  last,  were, 
as  nearly  as  can  be  ascertained,  133,999  miles  in  ex- 
tent. The  rate  of  annual  transportation  on  that  day 
was  about  34,496,878  miles,  and  its  cost  3,285,622 
dollars,  viz: 

Miles.  Cost. 

By  horse  and  sulkey  11,447,147  $864,569 

By  stage  and  coach  19,653,676  1,900,451 

By  steamboat  and  rail  road  3,396,055  520,602 


Total  34,496,878  $3,285,622 

This  is  exclusive  of  transportation  by  steamboat 
and  other  vessels,  under  the  fifth  and  sixth  sections 
ofthe  act  of  1825,  which  costs  about  16,300  dollars 
more. 

The  lettings  of  the  year  have  generally  been  at 
lower  prices  than  for  some  preceding  years,  but  not 
so  low  as  the  same^routes  were  let  four  years  ago. 

Most  of  the  service  which  was  last  year  suspend- 
ed, has  been  restored;  and  the  new  routes  establish- 
ed by  the  act  of  7th  July,  1838,  with  few  excep- 
tions, have  been  put  in  operation. 

The  speed  of  the  ordinary  mail  having  been  so  in- 
creased as  to  reduce  the  time  ol  transit  between  N. 
York  and  New  Orleans  to  nine  days,  the  express 
mail,  which  ran  in  seven,  has  been  discontinued, 
and  the  southwestern  branch,  which  yielded  but  a 
small  portion  of  its  cost,  fell  with  the  main  trunk. 

It  is  possible  that  the  recent  suspension  of  specie 
payments  by  the  banks,  in  a large  portion  of  the 
union,  mav  again  check  the  increased  revenue  of 
the  department  so  as  to  make  retrenchments  neces- 
sary; but-,  in  any  event,  they  will  be  inconsiderable. 

On  the  39th  of  June  last,  the  number  of  post  of- 
fices was  12,780,  showing  an  increase  of  261  during 
the  preceding  year.  The  number  established  was 
601,  and  the  number  discontinued  was  340.  The 
number  of  postmasters  appointed,  including  new  of- 
ficers, was  2,888. 

The  number  of  post  offices  this  day  is  13,028. 

The  number  of  mail  contractors  in  service  during 
the  last  year,  was  about  1,838.  Of  this  number, 
489  have  been  fined,  or  had  deductions  made  from 
their  pav,  for  sundry  delinquences.  The  aggregate 
of  fines’ is  $57,738  62,  and  oi  deductions  $22,066 
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04, -excluding  remissions,  the  whole  amounting  to 
$79,804  63. 

A great  majority  of  the  contractors  have  perform- 
ed the  service  with  the  most  exemplary  punctuality. 
The  revenue  of  the  department  for  the  year  ending 
the  30th  June,  1333,  was  $4,235,077  97 

The  expenditures  were  4,621,837  16 

Excess  of  expenditures  $386,759  IS 

This  excess  was  made  up  by  surplus  funds  of 
preceding  years. 

The  revenue  of  the  year  ending  on  the  30th  of  June 
last,  was  $4,476,633  56 

The  engagements  and  liabilities  of  the 
department  for  the  same  year,  were  4,624,117  86 


Excess  of  engagements  and  liabilities  $147,479  30 

The  surplus  still  on  hand  has  prevented  embar- 
rassment. 

The  cash  on  hand,  according  to  the  latest  reports 
of  postmasters,  is  $206,701  95.  There  is  also  re- 
maining in  banks  $33,453  72,  of  which  only  $2,907 
03  is  available.  More  than  half  the  available  funds 
on  hand  will  be  required  to  pay  balances  due  for  the 
serv  ices  of  the  last  quarter. 

Compared  with  the  preceding  year,  the  revenue 
has  increased  about  54  per  cent,  and  the  aggregate 
increase  was  $241,560  59. 

From  a comparative  statement,  embracing  the  re- 
turns of  post  offices  yielding  over  $100  per  quarter, 
it  appears  that  the  revenue  of  the  quarter  ending  the 
30th  September  last,  exceeded  that  of  the  corres- 
ponding quarter  of  last  year  about  8j-  per  cent.  It 
is  feared,  however,  that  in  consequence  of  the  de- 
rangement produced  by  the  suspension  of  payment 
by  so  many  banks,  this  rate  of  advance  will  not  be 
maintained  through  the  year. 

The  accounts  of  postmasters  are  rendered  with  a 
promptitude  which  can  scarcely  find  a parallel  in 
the  business  of  mankind.  In  a list  of  so  many  thou- 
sand post  offices,  there  are  necessarily  many  inci- 
dents, such  as  sickness,  deaths,  resignations,  ab- 
sences, removals,  changes  in  mail  routes,  &c.  &c. 
which  prevent  the  regular  rendition  of  accounts,  the 
new  appointments  alone  averaging  last  year  722 
per  quarter.  Most  of  the  accounts  are  forwarded 
to  the  department  by  the  first  mail  after  the  termi- 
nation of  the  quarter,  and  out  of  a list  of  12,780 
post  offices,  for  the  quarter  ending  30th  June  last, 
there  were  but  217,  the  accounts  of  which  were  not 
received  before  the  termination  of  the  next  quarter; 
and  of  this  number  about  40  had  been  very  recently 
established,  or  had  not  been  supplied  with  mails. 

The  moneys  received  by  postmasters  are,  in  ge- 
neral) paid  over  with  equal  promptitude.  It  is  be- 
lieved that  about  11,000  of  the  whole  number  paiii 
over  the  proceeds  of  each  quarter  to  contractors 
within  two  weeks  after  its  close.  Of  that  class  of 
postmasters,  the  proportion  of  delinquents  is  re- 
markably small.  The  draft  officers  in  general  pay, 
when  drawn  upon,  with  equal  punctuality.  Two 
cases  have  occurred,  within  the  year,  indicating  the 
necessity  of  further  legal  restraints  upon  postmas- 
ters intrusted  with  large  sums  of  money. 

When  it  is  extensively  inculcated  as  a principle, 
that  the  public  money,  instead  of  being  retained 
for  the  public  service,  ought  to  be  made  use  of  in 
private  operations,  it  is  not  surprising  that  some  of 
the  postmasters,  notwithstanding  the  utmost  efforts 
of  the  d epartment  to  prevent  it,  should  practise 
upon  the  precept.  Nothing  is  likely  to  make  them 
all  duly  sensible  of  the  heniousness  of  the  offence 
but  an  act  of  congress,  declaring  it  to  be  a crime, 
punishable  according  to  the  magnitude  of  the  sum 
thus  applied. 

Congress  have  heretofore  fixed  the  maximum  of 
compensation  to  be  paid  for  the  transportation  of 
the  mails  upon  rail  roads  at  $300  per  mile.  It  was 
obviously  their  intention,  that,  where  the  maximum 
of  compensation  is  given,  the  rail  road  companies 
shall  afford  the  public,  in  return,  the  best  practica- 
ble mail  accommodation. 

Under  existing  arrangements,  the  great  mail  for 
the  south  and  west  is  detained  six  to  eight  hours  in 
Philadelphia.  Desirous,  in  the  renewal  of  the  con- 
tracts to  take  effect  in  January  next,  to  put  an  end 
to  this  detention,  the  department  offered  the  Phila- 
delphia, Wilmington  and  Baltimore  rail  road  com- 
pany, the  maximum  of  compensation  allowed  by 
law, on  condition  that  they  would  carry  two  mails 
a day,  one  connecting  with  the  night  line  from  N. 
York,  and  the  other  with  the  morning  line.  It  is 
the  night  line  which  brings  on  the  great  mail,  and 
to  carry  it  forward  without  interruption,  it  would 
be  necessary  for  this  company  to  leave  Philadelphia 
not  later  than  one  o’clock,  A.  M.  This  the  company 
declined  doing  lor  the  compensation  offered,  and 
were  willing,  for  the  $300  per  mile,  only  to  con- 
tinue the  present  service,  running  one  duly  mail, 
and  that  a hours  most  convenient  for  their  other 
business.  Deeming  it  essential  to  the  interest  of 


the  public  that  a connected  mail  line  should  be  had 
on  this  great  thoroughfare,  I have  not  felt  myself 
at  liberty  to  accept  any  service  which  would  longer 
admit  of  the  present  injurious  delay  at  Philadelphia. 
Minor  considerations  it  was  proposed  to  waive;  but 
without  effect.  The  consequence  is,  that  the  de- 
partment may  be  deprived  of  the  use  of  that  road 
for  the  next  contract  term. 

Rail  roads  cheapen  travel  and  the  transportation 
of  produce  and  merchandise,  and  no  reason  is  per- 
ceived wily  they  should  not  also  cheapen  the  trans- 
portation of  the  mails  under  the  same  circumstan- 
ces. When  the  mails  are  carried  in  stages  or  on 
horseback,  the  department  exercises  an  absolute 
control  over  (he  hours.  But  the  proposition  of  the 
company  in  question  more  than  doubles  the  ordina- 
ry cost  of  such  service,  and  denies  to  the  depart- 
ment the  control  of  the  hours.  If  even  the  sum 
demanded  were  not  the  highest  the  department  can 
lawfully  pay  for  any  rail  road  service,  it  would  for 
these  reasons  he  deemed  much  too  high  for  the  ser- 
vice proposed. 

Nor  is  the  sum  of  $300  per  mile  deemed  too  small 
a compensation  for  the  service  required.  The 
travel  would  still  go  with  the  mails  as  it  does  now, 
and  many  passengers  who  do  not  travel  at  all  or 
take  the  Pennsylvania  lines  to  the  west,  would 
leave  New  York  in  the  evening,  if  this  company 
would  convey  them  to  Baltimore  by  the  next 
morning,  there  to  take  the  established  lines  to  the 
south  and  west.  The  department,  therefore,  asks 
them  to  do  only  what  it  is  believed  to  be  their  in- 
terest to  do. 

Experience  ha3  proved  that  travel  is  increased 
in  proportion  to  the  reduction  of  its  cost.  This 
has  been  illustrated  on  steamboat  routes.  But  rail 
roads  have  an  advantage  over  steamboats,  because 
they  can  reduce  the  cost  of  travel  without  reducing 
their  own  charges.  By  running  in  connection  with 
each  other,  and  enabling  travellers  to  proceed  on 
their  wav  by  night  as  well  as  by  day,  they  save 
tavern  bills  to  the  traveller,  and  greatly  reduce  his 
expenses.  A great  increase  of  travel  is  the  certain 
consequence.  In  this  close  connection,  therefore, 
consists  their  highest  interest.  All  rail  roads  in 
connection  with  each  other,  will  ultimately  find 
ttieir  profit  in  considering  themselves  parts  of  one 
system,  in  submitting  to  the  inconveniences  of 
their  respective  positions,  and  in  so  arranging  their 
hours  of  running  as  to  make  connected  travelling 
lines,  and  not  impose  on  travellers  the  necessity  of 
stopping  at  intermediate  points  in  their  journey. 
And  it  is  this  close  connection,  most  favorable  to 
rail  roads  in  reference  to  travel,  which  the  depart- 
ment requires  for  the  transmission  of  the  mails. 
Ought  the  companies  to  ask,  or  the  department  to 
pay,  exorbitant  sums  for  that  which  it  is  their  own 
interest  to  render? 

Certain  it  is,  that  if  the  demands  of  rail  road 
companies  are  to  be  satisfied,  most  of  whom  are 
not  willing  to  serve  the  public  as  they  serve  indivi- 
duals, and  seem  to  think  that  the  government  is 
bound  to  make  their  investments  profitable  there 
will  be  little  left  of  (he  means  of  this  department 
to  pay  for  the  conveyance  of  the  mails  on  other 
lines,  much  of  the  interior  of  the  country  must  be 
deprived  of  them  altogether,  and  the  rates  of  post- 
age, instead  of  being  reduced,  must  be  increased. 

Hopes  are  entertained,  however,  that  the  compa- 
ny in  question  will  yet  accept  the  provision  which 
congress  has  made.  It  appears  to  be  so  obviously 
their  interest  to  avail  themselves  of  the  additional 
travel  which  a well  connected  line  would  bring 
them,  and  to  prevent  the  withdrawal  of  a large  por- 
tion of  the  western  travel  which  would  inevitably 
follow  the  organization  of  a line  for  the  conveyance 
of  the  great  western  mail  upon  the  Pennsylvania 
roads,  that  perseverance  in  their  refusal  cannot  rea- 
sonably he  expected.  In  the  mean  time,  the  de- 
partment is  proceeding  to  make  the  best  arrange- 
ments if  can,  for  the  mail  service,  without  reference 
to  the  use  of  that  road,  and  with  the  determination 
in  no  event  to  make  any  contract  with  the  compa- 
ny which  shall  not  secure  a close  connection  with 
the  mail  from  New  York.  If  circumstances  should 
hereafter  require  it,  this  matter  will  be  made  the 
subject  of  a special  report. 

A difficulty  somewhat  similar  has  arisen  upon  the 
steamboat  route  between  New  York  and  New  Haven. 
Formerly,  the  mail  was  carried  six  times  a week  on 
that  route  for  $4,000  per  annum.  At  the  last  regular 
letting  in  that  section,  it  was  let  for  daily  service  at 
$6,000,  with  a proviso  that  if  the  company  should 
be  dissolved,  the  contractshould  be  at  an  end.  Last 
spring  they  gave  notice  of  dissolution  to  the  depart- 
ment. Their  successors  refused  to  continue  the 
service  for  less  than  $30,000  per  annum.  The  de- 
partment offered  $6,000  for  six  times  a week  ser- 
vice, and  $3,000  for  daily;  but  tile  new  company 
would  only  reduce  their  exorbitant  demand  to 
$15,000,  with  the  privilege  of  selecting  their  own 


hours  for  the  service.  The  department  then  with- 
drew its  propositions,  and  made  an  arrangement  for 
the  transportation  of  its  mails  by  land. 

Subsequently  a temporary  arrangement  was  made 
with  a gentleman  of  great  energy,  to  charter  boats 
and  put  on  another  line  for  the  purpose  of  convey- 
ing the  mails.  After  making  several  efforts,  he  re- 
ported to  the  department,  that  although  boats  could 
be  procured  for  any  other  service,  so  great  was  the* 
fear  of  the  principal  owner  upon  the  New  Haven 
line,  or  so  extensive  a combination  existed,  that  no 
suitable  boat  could  be  chartered  on  any  terms,  to 
run  on  that  line  in  opposition. 

The  department  is  consequently  powerless,  under 
existing  laws,  to  give  the  country  the  best  practica- 
ble mail  service  in  that  direction,  without  submit- 
ting to  palpable  extortion.  Rather  than  submit  to 
the  latter  alternative,  I have  deemed  it  my  duty  to 
continue  the  mail  upon  the  land  route,  and  refer  to 
congress  for  a remedy. 

In  these  days  of  combination  and  monopoly,  that 
which  exists  on  one  steamboat  route  may  be  ex- 
pected on  others  of  more  importance,  unless  pre- 
vented by  timely  precautions.  An  effective  remedy 
in  this  case,  and  a preventive  in  all  others  of  a simi- 
lar character,  may  be  found  in  putting  it  within  the 
power  of  the  department  to  run  steamboats  tempo- 
rarily in  such  emergencies,  to  be  discontinued  as 
soon  as  reasonable  contracts  can  be  secured.  The 
case  in  question  shows  that  the  department  cannot 
rely  upon  chartering  suitable  boats.  The  only  ef- 
fective means  appears  to  be,  to  authorise  the  post- 
master general  to  purchase,  or  build  two  or  three 
boats  suited  to  the  service,  or  direct  the  war  or 
navy  department  to  add  a few  such  boats  to  their 
present  force,  with  a view  to  aid  the  post  office  de- 
partment when  occasion  may  require  it.  The  exis- 
tence of  the  power  and  ability  of  the  department  to 
put  on  a line  of  steamboats  in  cases  of  attempted 
extortion,  would  undoubtedly  avert  the  necessity  of 
its  exercise. 

Great  difficulty  is  found  in  bringing  to  justice 
mail  robbers  in  some  cases,  on  account  of  the  in- 
adequacy of  the  present  laws  to  secure  the  atten- 
dance of  distant  witnesses.  The  compensation  al- 
lowed to  them  is  not  sufficient  to  pay  their  expen- 
ses, without  reference  to  the  value  of  their  time.— 
Cases  of  extreme  hardship  have  been  presented  to 
the  department,  and  allowances  asked  for  out  of  its 
funds,  but  in  cases  where  the  process  of  the  court 
could  reach  them,  it  has  been  decided  that  the  de- 
partment could  not  lawfully  add  to  the  allowance 
provided  by  act  of  congress.  It  seems  but  just, 
that  men  who  are  required  to  devote  their  time  to 
the  public,  should  be  paid  not  only  their  actual  ex- 
penses, but  a fair  compensation. 

The  radical  change  in  the  rates  of  postage  on  let- 
ters, recently  adopted  in  Great  Britain  has  attracted 
inueii  attention  in  the  United  States.  To  enable 
me  to  furnish  congress  with  information  on  that 
subject,  and  all  others  connected  with  the  post  es- 
tablishments in  several  of  the  most  considerable 
European  countries,  I have  despatched  one  of  the 
special  agents  of  this  department  to  Europe  with  in- 
structions to  visit  them  in  person,  and  furnish  me 
minute  details  of  their  organization  and  operations. 
Many  documents  and  some  interesting  particulars 
have  been  received  from  him,  but  he  has  not  as  yet 
been  able  to  prepare  himself  to  make  a detailed  re- 
port. As  soon  as  such  report  shall  be  received.it 
is  intended  to  submit  to  congress  all  the  information 
it  may  contain  for  their  consideration.  With  the 
highest  respect,  AMOS  KENDALL. 

To  the  president  of  the  United  States. 


NAVY  DEPARTMENT. 

Report  of  the.  secretary  of  the  navy,  of  a plan  for  the 
reorganization  of  the  navy  department. 

Navy  department,  December  30,  1839. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  a resolution  of  the  house 
of  representatives  of  the  United  States,  passed  the 
19th  of  February,  1839,  directing  the  secretary  of 
the  navy  to  “report  to  this  house  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  next  congress  a plan  for  the  reorgani- 
zation of  this  branch  of  the  public  service,  adopting 
as  the  basis  of  his  plan  the  division  of  the  duties 
now  performed  by  the  board  of  navy  commissioners, 
and  their  assignment  to  separate  bureaux,”  I have 
the  honor  to  submit  the  following  outlines  of  a sys- 
tem based  on  the  principle  presented  in  the  resolu- 
tion. 

Before,  however,  entering  on  the  details,  it  may 
not  be  without  its  uses  to  present  a concise  sketch 
of  the  motives  and  proceedings  which  led  to  the 
present  organization. 

Immediately  on  the  conclusion  of  the  late  war 
with  England,  the  subject  of  a reform  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  department  occupied  the  atten- 
tion of  congress.  Although  the  events  of  that  war 
exhibited  such  ample  and  decisive  evidence  ot  per- 
fection in  the  model,  construction  and  equipment 
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of  oui-  vessels,  as  well  as  the  valor,  skill  and  disci- 
pline with  which  these  admirable  qualities  were 
directed  to  the  protection  of  our  commerce  and  the 
acquisition  of  national  glory,  still  an  opinion  pre- 
vailed, more  especially  among  the  most  judicious 
and  experienced  officers  of  the  navy,  that  various 
and  extensive  reforms  might  be  introduced  with 
•great  advantage  to  the  service  as  well  as  benefit  to 
the  country. 

The  representatives  of  the  states  and  of  the  peo- 
ple shared  in  this  impression,  and  on  the  18th  of 
March,  1814,  the  senate  of  the  United  States  passed 
a resolution  directing  the  secretary  of  the  navy 
“to  devise  and  digest  a system  for  the  better  organi- 
zation of  the  department  of  the  navy  of  the  United 
States.”  On  the  15th  of  November  following,  the 
secretary  accordingly  presented  a report,  accom- 
panied by  a bill  contemplating,  among  other  things, 
the  establishment  of  a board  of  inspectors  or  com- 
missioners, with  powers  so' various,  extensive  and 
independent,  as  in  a great  measure  to  supersede 
the  most  important  functions  and  prerogatives  of 
the  head  of  the  department.  The  ground  assumed 
as  the  basis  of  this  division  of  executive  power,  as 
stated  by  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  was,  “that  the 
duties  enjoined,  or  which  necessarily  devolved  on 
that  officer,  particularly  during  a period  of  active 
and  diversified  hostility,  are  beyond  the  powers  of 
any  individual  to  discharge  to  the  best  advantage, 
cannot,  be  doubted;  though,  by  great  labor  and  as- 
siduity, with  adequate  professional  qualifications, 
he  tnay  possibly  perform  the  general  and  most  es- 
sential branches  of  duty,  with  tolerable  success.” 
The  report  then  proceeds  to  state,  “that  our  navy 
is  not  excelled  in  any  thing  which  constitutes  ef- 
ficiency, perfect  equipment  and  general  good  quali- 
ties, will  be  admitted.  The  same  energy,  skill, 
vigilance  and  intrepidity,  which  distinguished  the 
commercial  navigators  of  the  United  States,  charac- 
terize the  officers  and  seamen  of  the  navy.  The 
same  superiority  of  construction  which  gave  to  its 
commercial  marine  that  celerity  and  security  for 
which  it  is  distinguished,  may  be  seen  in  the  Ame- 
rican navy,  which  is  truly  indigenous  and  distin- 
guished from  any  other.  The  independent  charac- 
ter of  the  nation  is  manifestly  seen  in  the  genius 
of  the  navy.  The  classes  of  our  ships,  their  form, 
construction,  ornament  and  equipment,  have  been 
tested  by  experience,  and  found  to  have  been  hap- 
pily adapted  to  circumstances,  compelling  the  ene- 
my to  employ  ships  ol  the  line  against  frigates,  or 
to  construct  a new  class  of  ships.  Their  efficiency 
and  perfection  have  extorted  the  praise  of  the 
enemy.” 

It  would  seem  that  a system  which  produced 
such  results  could  not  have  been  radically  defec- 
tive, either  in  its  general  principles  orin  their  prac- 
tical application.  Still  it  was  undoubtedly  wanting 
in  various  parts  of  its  internal  administration,  and 
these  defects  were  briefly  and  comprehensively 
summed  up  in  a report  of  the  naval  committee  of 
the  house  of  representatives,  of  which  the  honora- 
ble William  Reed  was  chairman,  and  to  which  was 
referred  a resolution  directing  an  inquiry  “whether 
any,  and,  if  any,  what  means  of  retrenchment, 
economy  and  of  reform  in  the  general  management, 
and  of  extension  and  efficiency  in  the  naval  esta- 
blishment, may  be  practicable  and  expedient.” 

The  defects  supposed  to  exist,  and  proposed  to 
be  remedied,  were: 

“First.  The  excessive  and  laborious  duties  of 
the  secretary. 

“Second.  The  want  of  sufficient  checks  upon, 
and  the  consequent  irresponsibility  of,  subordinate 
agents. 

“Third.  The  great  latitude  allowed  comman- 
ders of  vessels  in  altering,  repairing  and  furnishing 
their  ships.” 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that,  with  the  exception  of 
the  first,  all  the  defects  which  the  committee  could 
discover  in  the  organization  of  the  navy  depart- 
ment consisted  in  the  absence  of  a proper  system 
of  checks  and  responsibilities  in  the  disbursement 
of  the  public  moneys,  and  in  the  great  latitude  al- 
lowed to  commanders  in  altering,  repairing  and 
furnishing  their  ships. 

To  remedy  these,  and  to  relieve  the  secre- 
tary of  the  navy  from  the  performance  of  those  va 
rious  and  discordant  duties  which  from  a want  of 
technical  and  professional  knowledge  it  was  scarcely 
possible  he  could  adequately  perform,  or  which 
from  their  extent  and  variety,  no  one  individual 
was  able  to  accomplish,  a board  of  navy  commis- 
sioners was  established,  such  as  exists  at  this  time. 

The  act  creating  this  board  confers  on  it  “the 
power  to  adopt  such  rules  and  regulations  for  the 
government  of  their  meetings  as  they  may  judge 
expedient;”  attaches  them  to  the  office  of  the  se- 
cretary of  the  navy,  under  whose  superintendence 
they  shall  discharge  all  the  ministerial  duties  of 
said  office  relative  to  the  procurement  of  naval 


stores  and  materials,  and  the  construction,  arma- 
ment, equipment  and  employment  of  vessels  of 
war,  as  well  as  all  other  matters  connected  with 
the  naval  establishment  of  the  United  States. — 
They  are  also  authorised,  by  and  with  the  consent 
of  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  “to  prepare  such  rules 
and  regulations  as  shall  be  necessary  for  securing 
an  uniformity  in  the  several  classes  of  vessels  and 
their  equipment;  and  for  repairing  and  refitting 
them;  and  for  securing  responsibility  in  the  sub- 
ordinate officers  and  agents;  which  regulations, 
when  approved  by  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  shall  be  respected  and  obeyed  until  altered 
and  revoked  by  the  same  authority;  and  the  said 
rules  and  regulations,  thus  prepared  and  approved, 
shall  be  laid  before  congress  at  their  next  session. 

It  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  said  board,  upon  the  re- 
quisition of  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  to  furnish  all 
the  estimates  of  expenditure  which  the  several 
branches  of  the  service  may  require,  and  such  other 
information  and  statements  as  he  may  deem  neces- 
sary.” And  in  the  last  section  it  is  provided  “that 
nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  take  from 
the  secretary  of  the  navy  his  control  and  direction 
of  the  naval  forces  of  the  United  States,  as  now  by 
law  possessed.” 

In  the  commencement  of  the  performance  of  its 
ministerial  duties,  difficulties  arose  between  the 
head  of  the  department  and  the  board  of  commis- 
sioners as  to  the  boundaries  of  their  respective 
rights  and  duties.  Practice,  experience  and  re- 
flection have,  however,  long  since  settled  these 
conflicting  claims,  and  it  is  believed  that  no  serious 
collision  has  since  occurred  to  disturb  that  harmony 
of  action  so  essential  to  the  well-being  of  the  ser- 
vice. No  principle  is  settled;  no  decision  involv- 
ing a principle  adopted  or  carried  into  effect,  with- 
out the  sanction  of  the  secretary  of  the  navy. — 
The  ministerial  duties  connected  with  the  construc- 
tion and  equipment  of  vessels  of  war,  the  procure- 
ment of  supplies,  and  the  superintendence  of  navy 
yards,  have  been  assigned  to  the  board  of  navy 
commissioners.  The  responsibility  of  the  board, 
in  its  action  on  these,  is  complete.  But  although 
the  journal  of  its  proceedings  distinctly  shows 
which  of  the  members  assented  to  or  dissented 
from  any  decision  on  a particular  subject,  the  reso- 
lution calling  for  a plan  for  a reorganization  of  the 
department  seems  to  consider  this  evidence  of  re- 
sponsibility insufficient,  and  to  require  a system 
which  shall  place  each  member  more  distinctly  be- 
fore the  public  in  his  individual  capacity.  For  this 
purpose,  a classification  and  distribution  of  the  du- 
ties of  the  department  is  obviously  necessary. 

The  duties  of  the  secretary  of  the  navy  naturally 
arrange  themselves  under  two  distinct  heads.  The 
first  comprises  those  connected  with  the  more  ge- 
neral and  comprehensive  interests  of  the  state. — 
Among  these,  may  be  classed  recommendations  for 
increasing  and  distributing  the  force  to  be  commis- 
sioned as  the  exigencies  of  the  case  may  seem  to 
require,  and  the  direction,  employment  and  disci- 
pline of  all  persons  belonging  to  the  navy.  Under 
the  oilier  head,  may  be  arranged  every  thing  con- 
nected with  the  construction,  equipment  and  main- 
tenance of  the  naval  force.  The  former  requires 
no  special  technical  or  professional  knowledge  or 
experience,  as  resort  may  at  all  times  be  had  to  the 
advice  of  those  who  possess  the  requisite  qualifica- 
tions. They  may,  therefore,  be  properly  left  to 
his  superintendence  and  direction.  Such  is  not, 
however,  the  case  with  the  second  class  of  duties, 
the  adequate  performance  of  which  calls  for  long 
professional  experience,  and  it  is  believed  can  be 
more  completely  attained  under  the  ministration  of 
competent  naval  officers. 

These  duties  are  not  only  very  numerous,  but 
exceedingly  various  and  complicated,  and  involve 
great  diversity  of  opinion  among  naval  officers  of 
all  nations.  Experiments  are  continually  in  pro- 
cess among  the  great  maritime  powers  of  Europe, 
having  in  view  some  real  or  imaginary  improve- 
ment in  offensive  and  defensive  operations;  new 
elements  of  power  are  brought  in  aid  of  old  modes 
of  warfare;  and  that  these  latter  will,  at  no  distant 
period,  be,  in  a great  measure,  superseded,  has  be- 
come an  ordinary  prediction.  Should  the  introduc- 
tion of  steam,  as  an  auxiliaiy  to  naval  warfare,  be 
sanctioned  by  the  results  of  experience,  it  must  be 
obvious  that  new  and  very  important  duties  will  de- 
volve on  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  rendering  the  aid 
of  professional  science  and  experience  still  more  in- 
dispensable in  the  administration  of  the  depart- 
ment. 

An  opinion  extensively  prevails  that  the  various 
dutips  classed  under  the  general  head  of  ministerial 
would  he  performed  in  a more  satisfactory  manner 
by  being  classified,  and  the  execution  of  each  con- 
fided to  a single  naval  officer,  instead  of  a board  of 
commissioners;  and  that,  of  consequence,  the  latter 
is  not  only  inexpedient,  but  injurious. 


entering  into  a full  examination  of  the  question,  I 
would  respectfully  recommend  that  the  ministerial 
duties  hitherto  performed  by  the  board  of  commis- 
sioners be  classed  under  three  separate  heads,  and 
committed  each  to  a single  officer,  who  shall  be  in- 
dividually responsible  for  their  performance.  They 
are  easily  susceptible  of  division,  and  naturally  ar- 
range themselves  as  follows: 

The  first  comprehends  whatever  relates  to  the 
construction,  repairs,  equipment  and  preservation 
of  vessels  of  war,  and  the  officer  presiding  over  its 
administration  would  require,  to  aid  him  in  the  per- 
formance, a chief  naval  constructor;  an  engineer 
qualified  to  superintend  the  operations  of  steam;  a 
draughtsman  and  at  least  three  clerks. 

The  second  division  would  comprehend  the  con- 
struction, repairs  and  preservation  of  all  buildings 
on  shore  belonging  to  the  navy,  or  used  for  naval 
purposes,  and,  generally,  the  superintendence  of 
navy  yards,  hospitals,  magazines  and  other  appen- 
dages to  a naval  station.  This  officer  would  re- 
quire to  have  placed  under  his  direction  a civil 
engineer,  a draughtsman  and  one  clerk. 

The  third  division  would  comprise  the  purchase, 
manufacture,  collection  and  distribution  of  all  pro- 
visions, clothing  and  materials  of  every  description 
required  for  the  use  of  the  navy.  To  enable  the 
officer  charged  with  these  duties  to  perform  them 
in  a satisfactory  manner,  he  would  require — 

A captain  in  the  navy,  as  inspector  of  ordnance; 
a commander  or  lieutenant  as  an  assistant;  and  one 
clerk  for  contracts  and  correspondence. 

A captain  or  commander,  having  charge  of  charts 
and  instruments  for  hydrographical  purposes;  a 
lieutenant  and  two  passed  midshipmen,  and  a li- 
thographer. 

A surgeon  to  superintend  the  purchase  of  medi- 
cines, hospital  stores  and  surgical  instruments,  and 
to  perform  such  other  duties  in  connection  with 
the  medical  branch  of  the  service  as  may  be  re- 
quired of  him  by  the  department,  and  an  assistant 
surgeon,  or  clerk,  to  aid  him  in  their  performance. 

One  .clerk  for  contracts  and  correspondence  for 
slop  clothing  and  provisions. 

One  clerk  for  contracts  and  correspondence  for 
timber  and  all  other  materials  for  building  and 
equipping. 

Two  clerks  for  keeping  general  returns  of  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures  of  stores,  as  made  by  the 
naval  storekeepers  at  home  and  abroad,  and  exa- 
mining into  their  correctness. 

One  clerk  for  general  .miscellaneous  correspon- 
dence and  for  recording  letters. 

As  this  distribution  of  duties  would  impose  a 
greater  proportion  of  labor  on  the.  officers  direct- 
ing the  first  and  third  divisions  than  on  the  second, 
they  might,  perhaps,  be  rendered  more  equal  by 
assigning  the  ordnance  and  hydrographical  bureaux 
to  the  second  division.  These  are  sufficiently  dis- 
tinct in  their  nature  to  prevent  any  difficulty  or 
collision  with  others,  and  this  arrangement  would 
more  nearly  equalize  the  labors  of  each. 

The  officers  at  the  head  of  these  three  divisions 
might  be  called  together  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
secretary  of  the  navy,  for  the  purpose  of  discussing 
such  subjects,  or  settling  such  principles  as  he 
should  deem  proper. 

This  board,  or  council,  though  not  permanently 
in  session,  would  be  at  all  times  within  calls,  and 
could  be  convened  without  trouble  or  delay.  If 
doubts  arise  in  his  mind  as  to  the  propriety  or  ex- 
pediency of  any  contemplated  action  requiring  a 
practical  knowledge  of  professional  or  technical 
matters,  he  might  avail  himself  read ily  ot  the  com- 
bined experience  of  all  the  members  It  they  dif- 
fered in  opinion,  they  could  furnish  their  reasons  for 
that  difference,  on  the  weight  of  which  he  would 
decide,  and,  if  they  agreed,  it  would  atford  the  most 
solid  basis  for  his  decision.  A secretary  would  be 
required  to  record  these  proceedings  and  perform 
other  duties.  It  is  believed  that  essential  advan- 
tages would  result  trom  such  an  organization  as  is 
here  recommended.  Great  power  o!  abstraction 
is  necessary  to  take  general  and  comprehensive 
view's  of  a subject,  and  to  present  it  to  the  mind  in 
all  its  variety  of  aspects.  This  result,  it  is  con- 
ceived, can  best  be  attained  by  the  discussion  and 
comparison  of  the  opinions  ot  different  men.  It 
may  also  be  remarked  that  the  restraints  of  coun- 
sel and  opposition  are  often  necessary  to  arrest 
precipitate  action;  and  hence  it  has  been  the  uni- 
form policy  of  all  free  governments  to  leave  as  little 
as  possible  to  individual  discretion  and  power.  I 
would  therefore  respectfully  recommend  that  the 
officers  placed  in  charge  of  the  three  divisions  of 
construction,  supplies  and  navy  yards,  be  consi- 
dered as  constituting  a board  of  council  when  called 
to<>-ethpr  by  the  head  of  the  depaitment,  but  that  at 
all  other  times,  and  especially  in  the  exercise  of 
their  ministerial  functions,  as  previously  stated, 
the  head  of  each  division  shall  be  personally  charg* 
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ed  with  all  the  duties  appertaining  to  it,  and  held 
individually  responsible  lor  their  performance. 

By  a reference  to  the  act  establishing  a board  of 
commissioners,  it  will  be  perceived  that  no  3uch 
division  of  duties  and  responsibilities  appears  to  be 
contemplated.  Accordingly,  none  was  made  by  the 
head  of  the  department,  and  the  members  have  al- 
ways continued  to  act  together  as  a boaid,  without 
individual  responsibility  to  the  public;  allbough  it 
might  appear  questionable  whether  their  respective 
duties  could  not  have  been  designated  by  the  secre- 
tary of  the  navy  without  contravening  either  the  let- 
ter or  spirit  of  the  law.  The  head  of  the  department, 
however,  did  not  think  proper,  or  did  not  leei  au- 
thorised, to  direct  this  division  of  the  ministerial 
functruns  of  the  board,  and  hence  it  is  that  each 
member  has  continued  to  act  on  principles  settled 
by  discussion  and  deliberation,  in  which  each  one 
partook,  and  the  opinions  of  the  majority  prevailed. 
The  consequence  lias  been,  not  only  a defect  of  in- 
dividual responsibility  to  the  public,  but  a vast  ac- 
cession of  labor,  since  each  member,  being  answer- 
able  alike  for  the  action  of  the  whole,  became 
equally  involved  in  the  obligation  of  taking  per- 
sonal cognizance  of  every  thing  that  was  done. — 
Under  these  circumstances  it  became  impossible  to 
go  through  the  great  and  increasing  mass  of  busi- 
ness which  inevitably  devolved  on  them,  with  that 
decision  and  promptitude  the  interests  of  the  ser- 
vice require. 

Since  the  assignment  of  the  ministerial  duties 
connected  with  the  construction  and  equipment  of 
vessels  of  war,  the  procurement  of  supplies,  and 
the  superintendence  of  navy  yards  to  the  board  of 
navy  commissioners,  the  secretary  of  the  navy  has 
been  relieved  from  a portion  of  his  previous  labors.' 
A system  of  accountability  in  regard  to  disbursing 
officers  has  been  adopted,  and  is  now  in  operation, 
which  experience  has  proved  to  be  effectual,  so  far 
as  laws  and  regulations  afford  a substitute  tor  the 
restraints  of  honor  and  integrity.  Commanders 
have  also  been  subjected  to  uniform  rules  in  repair- 
ing and  furnishing  their  vessels,  from  which  no 
deviation  can  be  made  but  with  the  express  consent 
of  ttie  navy  commissioners. 

In  the  mean  time,  however,  and  since  the  pas- 
sage of  the  act  establishing  the  board,  other  addi- 
tional duties,  principally  oiiginating  in  laws  sub- 
sequently enacted,  have  devolved  on  the  secretary' 
of  the  navy.  The  rapid  and  daily  increasing  ex- 
tension of  the  pension  list;  the  multiplication  of 
pension  laws  greatly  enlarging  the  system  and  ren- 
dering it  more  coinplicaled  by  their  various  pro- 
visions; the  extreme  caution  required  to  prevent 
those  impositions  whicii  are  so  frequently  attempt- 
ed, and,  it  is  feared,  are  often  successful;  the  labor 
consequent  on  the  lapse  of  time,  distance  of  space, 
and  other  causes  of  doubt  and  obscurity,  have  all 
combined  to  render  this  portion  of  the  dulies  of  the 
department  exceedingly  delicate  and  important,  as 
will  be  seen  by  a reference  to  my  annual  report. — 

I would  respectfully  recommend  the  appointment 
of  a special  and  permanent  officer,  who  should  be 
charged  with  the  examination  of  all  claims  arising 
under  the  various  pension  laws;  have  two  clerks  to 
assist  hirn  in  the  correspondence  and  copying  in- 
cidental to  the  performance  of  his  duties;  be  at- 
tached to  the  department,  and  subject  to  the  direc- 
tion of  the  secretary  of  the  navy. 

There  is  another  portion  of  ttie  duties  of  the  de- 
partment, which  would  seem  to  require  to  be  as- 
signed to  a special  officer.  Courts  martial  are  ob- 
viously indispensable  to  the  discipline  of  theservice, 
arid,  consequently,  to  the  well-being  of  the  navy. — 
They  are  of  frequent  occurrence,  and  cannot  be 
avoided.  They  require,  in  the  preparation  of 
charges  and  the  conduct  of  prosecutions,  a degree 
ol  technical  and  practical  knowledge  and  experi- 
ence which  rarely  falls  to  the  lot  of  any  but  pro- 
fessional men.  In  all  cases  of  this  kind,  the  de- 
partment is  compelled  to  depend  on  temporary  se- 
lections, frequently,  of  necessity',  made  without 
adequate  means  of  acquiring  information  which 
miglit  enable  it  to  judge  of  their  propriety;  and 
hence  it  arises,  that  the  decisions  of  courts  martial 
are  frequently  set  aside  for  informality;  expenses 
are  incurred  to  no  purpose;  and  the  service  is  in- 
jured by  the  example  of  offences  escaping  their 
merited  punishment. 

A permanent  officer,  possessed  of  the  necessary 
qualifications,  whose  duly  it  would  be  to  take 
charge  of  all  former  proceedings  relating  to  courts 
martial,  and  all  those  that  miglit  occur  in  future; 
examine  all  charges  presented  for  the  action  ol  the 
department;  make  the  preliminary  arrangements 
for  all  trials,  and  conduct  them  personally  to  an  is- 
sue, would,  1 believe,  obviate  all  the  difficulties 
growing  out  of  the  existing  arrangement.  I am 
also  of  opinion  such  an  appointment  would  save  a 
very  considerable  expense,  and  so  tar  subserve  the 
purposes  of  economy.  i 


He  would  require  one  clerk  to  assist  him  in  the 
performance  of  his  duties. 

With  regard  to  the  apportionment  oT  duties 
among  the  officers  here  recommended,  in  compli- 
ance with  the  resolution  of  congress,  I have  not 
deemed  it  necessary  to  be  more  minute  and  parti- 
cular. It  is  believed  that  the  interior  arrangements 
which  necessarily  grow  out  of  every  new  system 
of  organization  will  be  best  adjusted  by  practice 
and  experience.  To  prescribe  these  belorehand,  I 
conceive  will  rather  lead  to  difficulties  than  obvi- 
ate them. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  the  organization  here 
presented  will  require  the  creation  of  two  or  three 
officers,  and  a considerable  addition  to  the  number 
of  clerks  now  assigned  to  the  department.  This 
augmentation  I consider  indispensable;  and  I would 
take  the  occasion  to  state,  that  the  number  now  al- 
lowed is  totally  inadequate  to  perform  the  duties 
required  of  them,  within  the  time  and  in  the  man- 
ner which  the  public  interests  require. 

The  rapid  growth  of  the  country  produces  a cor- 
responding accession  to  the  duties  of  every  depart- 
ment of  government  and  every  public  servant. — 
Ttie  multiplication  and  complexity  of  laws  involv- 
ing new  powers,  new  restraints,  and  new  duties 
call  for  additional  labor  and  circumspection.  The 
great  increase  of  public  records  and  documents 
renders  all  reference  to  the  past  more  embarrassing, 
and  the  frequent  calls  of  congress,  imposing  a ne- 
cessity for  researches  which  comprehend  the  his- 
tory and  transactions  of  the  department  from  its 
first  organization,  all  contribute  to  render  the  duties 
of  every  officer  and  clerk  more  difficult,  compli- 
cated and  laborious.  Very  many  ot  the  objections 
heretofore  urged  against  the  administration  of 
this  department  originated  more  from  a deficiency 
of  clerks  than  from  any  radical  delect  in  its  or- 
ganization. 

In  every  change  or  modification  I have  deemed 
it  my  duty  to  pfesent  to  ttie  consideration  of  con- 
gress, I have  contemplated  reserving  to  the  head  of 
the  department  that  responsibility  which  is  inhe- 
rent in  the  power  of  general  superintedence  and 
control  confided  to  him,  and  of  which  he  cannot 
divest  himself.  For  the  general  administration  of 
the  department,  and  for  the  consequences  of  mea- 
sures adopted  through  his  recommendation,  and 
carried  into  effect  under  his  supervision  and  sanc- 
tion, he  must,  and  it  is  presumed  will  always,  he 
willing  to  he  accountable. 

The  organization  proposed  will  not  relieve  the 
head  of  the  department  from  this  obligation.  The 
highest  and  most  important  of  his  functions  will  re- 
main to  him,  and  he  will  still  stand  before  the  peo- 
ple responsible  for  the  great  interest  committed  to 
his  charge.  Enough  will  remain  to  employ  all  his 
time  and  task  all  his  faculties  to  the  uttermost. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect^ 
sir,  your  obedient  servant,  J.  K.  PAULDING. 

To  the  speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives. 


THE  NEW  JERSEY  CASE. 

Remonstrance  of  the  five  whig  members  from 
New  Jersey,  against  the  proceedings  of  the  house 
of  representatives,  read  to  the  house  by  Mr.  Botts, 
of  Virginia. 

To  the  representatives  of  ttie  twenty-sixth  congress, 
now  assembled: 

We,  the  undersigned  representatives  of  the  state 
of  New  Jersey  in  the  twenty-sixth  congress,  do  re- 
spectfully remonstrate  against  the  course  of  pro- 
ceeding adopted  by  this  body  in  relation  to  our 
rights,  and  to  the  rights  of  the  people  of  the  state 
of  New  Jersey,  and  submit  the  following  statement: 

We  appeared  in  the  hall  of  representatives  at  the 
commencement  of  this  session  of  congress,  claim- 
ing to  represent  the  sovereign  state  of  New  Jersey. 
We  produced,  as  tile  evidence  of  our  right  so  to  do, 
the  highest  evidence  known  to  the  laws  of  that! 
state,  to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  to 
parliamentary  usage,  and  to  international  law — a 
commission  under  the  great  seal  of  the  state  of  New 
Jersey,  and  signed  by  the  executive  thereof;  to 
which  commission,  now  on  your  table,  these  re- 
monstrants for  greater  certainty  refer. 

By  a vote  of  this  body,  before  it  was  constitution- 
ally organized,  and  belore  any  of  its  members  were 
sworn,  and  without  the  exhibition  of  any  other  or 
better  title  to  seats  than  these  remonstrants  had 
presented,  a decision  was  made  denying  our  right 
to  vote,  in  relation  to  the  proceedings  of  that  body, 
preparatory  to  its  organization  as  a house  of  repre- 
sentatives. 

This  same  body,  also,  previous  to  its  organiza- 
tion, refused,  by  a vote  of  1 17  to  117,  to  adopt  a re 
solution  declaring  “that  our  credentials  were  insuf- 
ficient to  entitle  us  to  take  our  -seats  in  the  house 
of  representatives;”  thereby  impliedly  negativing 
our  rights  to  seats  on  this  floor. 


Against  both  these  decisions  we  did  then,  and  do 
now,  protest,  as  illegal  and  unconstitutional;  and, 
after  the  election  of  a speaker,  these  remonstrants 
demanded  of  him  to  be  sworn  as  representatives  of 
the  state  of  New  Jersey.  The  speaker  then  stated 
that,  in  consequence  of  the  proceedings  which  had 
already  been  taken  in  relation  to  our  rights  to  seats, 
he  declined  to  administer  to  us  the  oallis  of  office, 
although  his  own  opinion  therefore  expressed,  in 
another  situation,  ( that  we  were  entitled  to  qualify  ) 
remained  unchanged,  and  he  therefore  submitted 
our  demand  to  be  sworn  to  the  house.  And  there- 
upon the  representatives  of  the  twenty-sixth  con- 
gress of  the  United  States  then  present,  bv  a vote 
of  116  to  112,  rejected  the  following  resolution, 
viz  : 

“ Resolved , That  the  representatives  of  the  twen- 
ty-sixth congress  of  the  United  States  now  present, 
do  advise  and  request  the  speaker  to  administer  the 
oath  required  by  law  to  the  five  gentlemen  from  the 
state  of  New  Jersey , who  have  presented  creden- 
tials to  the  speaker,  and  demand  to  be  sworn.” 

Your  remonstrants  would  remark  upon  this  reso- 
lution: 

First.  That  it  does  not  propose  to  decide  upon 
the  right  of  these  remonstrants  to  their  seats,  hut 
merely  to  give  the  speaker  advice. 

Second.  That  the  members  of  this  body  not  be- 
ing organized  according  to  the  constitution,  had  no 
right  to  give  advice  on  the  subject. 

Third.  That  it  was  the  duty  of  the  speaker,  im- 
posed upon  him  by  law,  to  administer  the  oath  to 
the  duly  commissioned  members  from  the  state  of 
New  Jersey;  and  that  no  advice  or  request  of  any- 
body of  men,  however  numerous  or  respectable, 
could  absolve  him  from  the  performance  of  that 
duty. 

Fourth.  That  if  the  request  or  advice  of  a majo- 
rity of  the  representatives  of  the  twenty-sixth  con- 
gress would  have  been  entitled  to  the  respect  of  an 
authoritative  decision,  yet  the  resolution  above  re- 
cited being  the  expression  of  the  opinion  of  a mi- 
nority of  those  representatives,  was  entitled  to  no 
such  consideration.  We  say  the  opinion  of  a mi- 
nority, because,  by  adding  the  vote  of  the  speaker 
(who  thought  we  ought  to  be  sworn)  and  the  five 
votes  of  the  remonstrants,  (who  were  as  much  en- 
titled to  vote  on  the  question  as  any  member  pre- 
sent), there  would  have  been  118  in  favor  of  the 
resolution  to  116  against  it,  exclusive  of  the  absent 
whig  members  who,  we  are  informed,  accord  with 
us  in  opinion. 

Not  being  able,  therefore  to  recognise  in  the  re- 
solution of  this  body  any  legal  or  constitutional  de- 
cision against  our  right  to  seats  as  members  of  this 
congress,  nor  even  the  expression  of  the  opinion  of 
the  majority  of  the  members  on  this  question,  we 
cannot  consent  to  compromit  the  rights  of  the  state 
of  New  Jersey,  or  our  own,  by  asking  as  a matter 
of  favor  to  be  admitted  to  (hose  seals  in  this  hall, 
which  we.as  the  representatives  of  a sovereign  state, 
claim  as  of  right. 

But  having  received  from  Peter  D.  Vroom,  Phi- 
lemon Dickerson,  William  R.  Cooper,  Joseph  Kille, 
and  Daniel  B.  Royall,  esqrs.  written  notice  that 
they  intended  to  contest  our  right  to  seats  as  inem- 
rners  of  the  twenty-sixth  congress,  we  shall  proceed 
briefly  to  examine  the  grounds  on  which  they  seek 
to  question  such  right. 

Our  right  to  seats  on  this  floor  is  founded,  in  the 
first  instance,  on  the  commission  of  the  state  of  New 
Jersey,  heretofore  referred  to,  and  laid  on  your  ta- 
ble. 

The  adverse  claimants  have  sought  to  invalidate 
this  title  by  the  production  of  a paper,  purporting 
to  be  a certificate  of  election  returns,  signed  by 
James  D.  Westcott,  secretary  of  state  of  New  Jer- 
sey, and  which  has  been  read  in  your  hearing. 

We  remonstrate  against  the  receplion  of  this  pa- 
per as  evidence,  and  deny  that  it  is  entitled  to  any 
consideration  whatever. 

First.  Because  the  secretary  of  the  stale  of  New 
Jersey  lias  not,  by  law,  the  custody  of  the  election 
returns,  or  any  manner  of  officiarconneclion  with 
them,  and  is  not  authorised  by  law  to  certify  them 
or  to  give  copies  thereof. 

Second.  Because  the  pretended  certificates  are 
deceptive,  erroneous  and  false. 

Third.  Because  it  gives  only  the  aggregate  ma- 
jority which  would  have  existed  if  all  the  votes, 
illegal  as  well  as  legal,  had  been  counted  and  duly 
returned. 

Whereas  your  remonstrants  insist,  that  if  Ibis  bo- 
dy should  inquire  into  the  votes  actually  given  at 
said  election,  they  can  count  only  the  voles  of  legal 
voters,  and  that  all  illegal  votes  must  be  dedusted 
from  the  aggregate  amount  given. to  each  of  the  said 
claimants  respectively.  "And.  these  remonstrants 
charge  and  offer  to  prove,  that  more  t i i \ x two 

HUNDRED  AND  THIRTY  I U.EGAL  VOTES  have  been 

counted  by  the  said  secretary  for  each  of  the  said  claim- 


846 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— JAN.  25,  1840— CONGRESS. 


» • ■ — 

ants,  and  enter  into  the  aggregate  amount  of  votes  | 
stated  by  him  to  have  been  received  by  said  claim- 
ants respectively. 

And  your  remonstrants  further  insist,  that  there 
should  be  deducted  from  the  aggregate  number  of 
votes  given  to  said  claimants,  the  number  of  one 
hundred  and  three  votes — returned  in  favor  of  the 
said  claimants  from  the  township  of  Saddle  river,  in 
the  county  of  Bergen — on  account  of  the  gross  fraud 
practised  in  that  township  by  robbing  the  ballot 
box  of  a number  of  legal  voles  given  for  these  remon- 
strants, and  inserting  an  equal  number  of  fraudulent 
votes  for  said  claimants. 

And  your  remonstrants  further  insist,  that  there 
should  be  deducted  from  the  aggregate  amount  of 
votes  given  to  the  said  claimants,  in  the  said  certifi- 
cate of  said  secretary,  two  hundred  and  ninety -six 
votes,  polled  for  them  in  the  township  of  South  Am- 
boy, in  the  county  of  Middlesex— because  the  elec- 
tion held  in  said  township  for  an  inspector  of  said 
election  was  illegal,  fraudulent  and  void;  anil  be- 
cause it  does  not  appear  that  the  person  who  acted 
as  one  of  the  inspectors  of  said  election,  in  the  said 
township,  was  duly  qualified  according  to  law;  and 
because  the  judges  and  inspectors  of  said  election, 
in  said  township,  did  knowingly  receive  and  count 
for  said  claimants  the  votes  of  twenty  aliens,  al- 
though objected  to  by  respectable  citizens. 

And  these  remonstrants  further  insist,  that  the 
•whole  election  in  the  township  of  Milville,  in  the 
county  of  Cumberland,  ought  to  be  set  aside,  and 
the  whole  number  of  votes,  amounting  to  206, 
given  in  said  township,  to  the  said  claimants,  be 
deducted  from  the  aggregate  amount  counted  for 
them,  because  the  judges  and  inspectors  of  said 
election,  in  said  township,  did,  on  the  morning  of 
the  first  day  of  said  election,  proclaim  and  declare 
that  they  would  receive  and  count  the  votes  of 
aliens,  in  direct  violation  of  law,  and  with  the  in- 
tent, as  these  remonstrants  charge,  and  believe,  to 
defraud  the  legal  voters  and  citizens  of  the  state  of 
New  Jersey,  as  well  as  these  remonstrants  of  their 
rights — And  these  remonstrants  are  the  more  con- 
firmed in  the  belief  of  this  fraudulent  intent,  from 
the  fact  that,  previous  to  the  reception  of  the  said 
alien  votes,  the  written  opinions  of  two  respectable 
lawyers,  one  of  each  of  the  contending  political 
parties,  were  produced  and  laid  before  said  judges 
and  inspectors,  stating  explicitly  that  aliens  were 
not  entitled  to  vote;  and  notwithstanding  such  opi- 
nions they  did  receive  and  count  the  said  alien 
votes. 

And,  also,  because  this  novel  and  alarming  doc- 
trine was  at  the  said  election,  in  the  townships  of 
Newton,  Hardeston,  Byrum  and  Vernon,  in  the 
county  of  Sussex,  and  in  the  township  of  South 
Amboy,  in  the  county  ofMiddlesex, and  in  the  town- 
ship of  Milville,  in  the  county  of  Cumberland,  si- 
multaneously promulgated  by  the  judges  and  in- 
spectors of  said  election  in  said  townships,  (who 
belonged  to  the  administration  party),  and  was  by 
them  carried  into  practical  operation  by  knowingly 
receiving  large  numbers  of  alien  votes  in  each  of 
said  townships.  The  promulgation  and  adoption  of 
such  alarming  and  illegal  doctrines  by  the  judges 
and  inspectors  attached  to  the  administration  party, 
and  by  those  only,  in  parts  of  the  state  distant  from 
each  other,  and  the  reception  immediately  thereaf- 
ter of  large  numbers  of  alien  votes,  could  have  been 
the  effect  only  of  pre-concert  and  design,  and  the 
result  of  a deep  and  deliberate  conspiracy  to  de- 
fraud the  majority  of  the  citizens  of  New  Jersey 
of  the  privilege  of  electing  their  own  representa- 
tives. 

These  remonstrants  will  be  prepared  to  sustain  this 
statement  by  proof,  whenever  they  shall  have  an  op- 
portunity of  producing  their  evidence.  All  of  their 
evidence  would  have  been  now’  ready,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  improper  and  unjustifiable  interference 
of  the  friends  of  the  adverse  claimants,  by  threats  of 
indictment  against  the  officers  employed  by  us  to 
take  the  testimony,  and  by  intimidating  our  wit- 
nesses from  attendance,  and  by  persuading  them 
not  to  be  sworn  after  they  had  attended. 

These  remonstrants  regret  the  necessity  of  going 
into  evidence  of  the  matters  herein  stated.  They 
made  a sincere  effort  to  save  to  the  country  the  ex- 
pense, and  to  this  house  and  to  themselves,  the  time, 
trouble  and  vexation  of  such  a contest,  by  propos- 
ing to  the  adverse  claimants,  in  the  month  of  March 
last,  that  both  they  and  we  should  resign  our  claims 
to  seats,  and  submit  the  question  again  to  the  peo- 
ple, by  a new  election.  But  our  proposition  was 
rejected.  Whatever,  therefore,  of  delay  to  the  bu- 
siness of  the  nation,  of  expense  to  the  country,  of 
trouble  or  vexation  to  the  members  of  this  house, 
has  already  occurred,  or  may  hereafter  occur,  can- 
not be  attributed  to  these  remonstrants. 

Unwilling  to  abandon  the  sacred  trust  which  has 
been  reposed  in  them,  these  remonstrants  would 
make  one  more  appeal  to  the  justice,  to  the  honor, 


and  to  the  good  faith  of  this  house,  and  respectfully 
ask,  if  it  is  right,  if  it  is  just,  if  it  is  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  that  solemn  compact,  upon  the 
faith  of  which  New  Jersey  entered  into  this  union, 
that  this  body  should  proceed  to  transact  important 
business  in  which  the  people  of  New  Jersey  have  a 
deep  interest,  while  five-sixths  of  her  representa- 
tives are  prevented  from  taking  part  in  its  delibera- 
tions? Has  New  Jersey  ever  failed  in  the  most 
scrupulous  performance  of  the  terms  of  that  glori- 
ous compact  on  her  part?  Has  she  ever  failed,  on 
her  country’s  call,  to  furnish  her  quota  of  blood  and 
of  treasure?  Is  it  only  in  days  of  danger,  when  a 
foreign  enemy  is  hovering  on  your  roast,  or  menac- 
ing your  border,  ordesolating  your  capitol,  that  you 
will  recognise  the  right  of  New  Jersey  to  stand  by 
your  side;  and  to  fight  in  the  front  rank  of  the  bat- 
tle? If  New  Jersey  is  to  be  denied  an  equal  parti- 
cipation in  the  legislation  of  this  union,  has  she  not 
a right  to  demand  of  you,  not  in  the  language  of 
supplication,  but  of  bold  and  indignant  remon- 
strance, to  give  her  back  the  blood  anti  tears  which 
she  has  expended  in  your  cause — to  give  her  back 
the  brilliant  gems  she  has  contributed  to  adorn  the 
proud  columns  of  your  national  glory — to  give  her 
back  the  precious  pearls  which  she  has  cast  into 
the  splendid  vase  of  your  national  honor — to  raze 
out  from  the  dazzling  pages  ol  your  naval  and  mi- 
litary history  the  gallant  achievements  of  her  Bain- 
bridge,  her  Lawrence  and  her  Pike.  But  these  re- 
monstrants forbear  to  give  utterance  to  all  the  emo- 
tions they  feel,  for  they  will  yet  hope  that  obliga- 
tions so  sacred  will  be  no  longer  disregarded. 

They  therefore  respectfully  insist,  that  it  should 
be  ascertained,  as  soon  as  practicable,  who  are  duly 
commissioned  as  the  representatives  of  New  Jer- 
sey, in  conformity  with  the  laws  of  that  state,  and 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States — And,  to  that 
end,  reqsest  that  their  commissions  be  referred  to 
the  committee  on  elections,  and  that  said  commit- 
tee be  directed  to  inquire  who  are  entitled  to  ap- 
pear as  the  sitting  members  from  New  Jersey. — 
And  if  it  shall  be  found  that  your  remonstrants 
have  alone  the  right  to  take,  in  the  first  instance, 
seals  in  this  house,  they  conceive  it  to  be  due  alike 
to  themselves,  to  the  state  they  have  the  honor  to 
represent,  and  to  the  highest  and  best  interests  of 
our  common  country,  that  they  should  firmly  insist 
on  the  enjoyment  of  that  right,  until  adverse  claim- 
ants shall,  on  petition  to  this  body,  and  on  full  in- 
vestigation, cause  it  to  appear  that  they  are  duly 
elected  members  of  the  26th  congress — which  these 
remonstrants  are  well  assured  cannot  be  done,  and 
therefore,  confidently  affirm,  that  the  majority  of 
legal  votes  were,  at  that  election,  given  for  these 
remonstrants.  JNO.  B.  AYCRIGG, 

T.  P.  B.  MAXWELL, 
WM.  HALSTED, 

CHAS.  C STRATTON, 
THOS.  JONES  YORKE. 

Washington,  Jan.  3d,  1840. 


TWENTY-SIXTH  CONGRESS— 1st  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

January  16.  The  following  memorials  and  peti- 
tions were  presented: 

By  the  vice  president,  fiorn  the  legislative  council 
of  Iowa,  in  relation  to  the  completion  of  a certain 
road.  Also,  from  the  same  source,  asking  a grant 
of  land  for  the  improvement  of  Iowa  and  Cedar 
rivers.  Also,  from  the  same  source,  asking  the 
survey  of  Skunk  liver.  Also,  for  a survey  of  the 
lands  of  the  territory  in  which  the  Indian  title  has 
been  extinguished. 

By  Mr.  Phelps,  from  citizens  of  Vermont,  in  re- 
lation to  reduction  of  postage. 

By  Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  from  numerous  citi- 
zens engaged  extensively  in  the  manufacture  of  se- 
gars,  praying  an  increase  of  duty  on  foreign  segars. 

Also,  a memorial  of  a committee  of  the  American 
Silk  sociely,  asking  the  patronage  of  congress  in  the 
publication  and  gratuitous  circulation  of  the  journal 
of  said  society. 

After  some  remarks  by  Mr.  Clay,  Mr.  Calhoun 
and  Mr.  Grundy,  the  memorial  was  referred. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  committee  on  naval 
affairs,  reported  a bill  to  repeal  certain  acts  respect- 
ing navy  pensions,  and  making  further  provisions 
in  relation  to  navy  pensions,  with  amendment, 
which  on  his  motion,  was  made  the  order  of  the 
day  for  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  committee  on  finance,  ask- 
ed leave  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  conside- 
ration of  the  memorial  of  the  Agricultural  bank  of 
Mississippi,  asking  a suspension  of  a judgment 
against  them  in  favor  of  the  United  States.  Mr. 
W.  stated  that  the  officers  of  the  treasury  were  in- 
duced to  extend  to  (hem  all  the  indulgence  they 
could  under  their  powers. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported,  with- 
out amendment,  a bill  to  authorise  the  payment  6f 


equitable  commissions  to  agents  in  whose  favor 
awards  have  been  made,  and  those  awards  detained 
in  the  treasury  for  debts  due  the  United  States. 

The  resolution  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Wil- 
liams, calling  on  the  president  for  certain  corres- 
pondence in  relation  to  the  Maine  boundary,  was 
then  called  up,  when 

Mr.  Buchanan  moved  to  so  amend  it  as  to  read 
“or  so  much  thereof  as  he  may  deem  consistent 
with  the  public  interests;’’  which  amendment  was 
adopted. 

Mr.  Ruggles  then  submitted  the  following: 

Resolved  further.  That  the  president  be  requested  to 
communicate  to  the  senate,  so  far  as  may  not  be  in- 
compatible with  the  public  interest,  whether  any,  and, 
if  any,  what  measures  have  been  taken  under  the  act 
of  March,  1839,  or  otherwise,  to  cause  the  removal  or 
expulsion  of  the  British  troops  which  have  taken  pos- 
session of  a portion  of  the  territory  of  Maine,  ciaimed 
by  Great  Britain;  atjd  especially  whether  since  the 
last  session  any  military  posts  have  been  established  in 
Maine,  or  any  other  military  measures  adopted,  prepa- 
ratory to  a just  vindication  of  the  honor  and  rights  of 
the  nation  and  of  Maine  as  connected  with  the  per- 
severing claim  made  by  Great  Britain  to  a portion  of 
the  territory  of  that  state. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said,  as  he  said  before  to  the  gen- 
tleman’s colleague,  that  it  was  a subject  of  great 
delicacy,  ami,  though  he  would  throw  no  impedi- 
ment in  the  way  of  its  adoption,  he  would  be  glad 
if  the  whole  matter  could  be  permitted  to  lie  over 
until  to-morrow,  which  was  acquiesced  in. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
providing  for  the  collection,  safe-keeping  and  trans- 
fer of  the  public  money. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Benton,  the  bill  was  further 
amended  by  striking  out  that  pait  of  it  which  au- 
thorises the  receipt  by  government  of  such  paper 
as  may  he  receivable  by  law,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as 
follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Alien,  Benton,  Betts,  Brown,  Bu- 
chanan, Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Clay  of  Ky.  Clay- 
ton, Crittenden,  Davis,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  King,  Linn, 
Lumpkin,  Merrick,  Mouton,  Norvell,  Phelps,  Pierce, 
Prentiss,  Preston,  Roane,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Sevier. 
Smith,  of  Conn.  Strange,  Taopan,  Walker,  White, 
Wright-33. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Dickson,  Henderson,  Nicholas, 
Smith,  of  Indiana,  Williams,  Young — 6. 

Mr.  Walker  moved  to  strike  out  that  part  of  the 
bill  which  authorises  (he  secretary  of  the  treasury 
to  contract  for  the  use  of  the  vaults  of  individuals 
and  corporations;  which  motion  w as  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  with  the  approbation  of 
Mr.  Buchanan,  suggested  that  it  would  be  best  to 
pass  the  bill  to-day;  but,  Mr.  Henderson  expressing 
a desire  to  offer  an  amendment  to  the  bill,  the  ac- 
tion on  it  was  suspended  by  consent,  and,  after  an 
executive  session,  the  seriate  adjourned. 

January  17.  Mr.  Cuthbcrl  appeared  in  his  seat 
today. 

Mr.  Wright  presented  three  petitions  from  citi- 
zens of  the  state  of  New  York,  severally  praying 
the  establishment  of  a port  of  entry  and  collection 
district  at  Cold  Spring,  on  Long  Island,  in  said  state. 

Mr.  Pierce  presented  the  petition  of  Luke  Wood- 
bury and  others,  praying  the  establishment  of  a 
mail  route. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  of  Ala. 

Ordered , That  the  committee  on  the  public  lands  be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  reso- 
lution passed  by  the  legislative  assembly  of  the  territory 
of  Iowa,  in  favor  of  the  survey  of  the  lands  in  that  ter- 
ritory to  which  the  Indian  title  has  been  extinguished; 
and  that  they  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  finance 

Mr.  Sevier  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he  would 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a bill  for  the  protection  of 
emigrant  and  other  Indians  west  okArkausas. 

Mr.  Strange,  from  the  committee  on  patents,  to 
which' had  been  referred  the  petititions  and-  me- 
morials of  Stephen  McCormic,  F.  A.  Chevalier  De 
Geerston  and  Chauncey  Hall,  asked  to  be  discharg- 
ed from  the  further  consideration  thereof;  which 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  S.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
hud  be.-n  referred  a bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  M. 
Keller  and  Henry  Stone,  and  a bill  for  the  relief  of 
Hazard  Knowles,  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Ala.  from  the  committee  on  the 
public  lands,  to  which  the  subject  was  referred,  re- 
ported a bill  to  authorise  registers  and  receivers  to 
administer  oaths  required  to  betaken  by  purchasers 
of  public  land;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  C.  also,  in  pursuance  of  notice,  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  introduce  a bill  for  the  relief  of 
certain  settlers  on  the  public  lands,  who  were  de- 
prived of  the  benefits  of  the  pre-emption  act  of  the 
19th  June,  1834;  and  a bill  for  the  relief  of  Sutton 
Stephens;  which  were  severally  read  twice,  and 
referred  to  the  committee  on  the  public  lands. 
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On  motion  by  Mr.  Merrick , the  memorial  ami 
papers  of  Join  Kurtz,  owner  of  the  ship  Alleghany, 
were  referred  to  a select  committee. 

Mr.  Benton,  from  the  committee  on  military  af- 
fairs, to  which  had  been  referred  the  bill  for  the 
armed  occupation  and  settlement  of  that  part  of 
Florida  overrun  and  infested  by  marauding  bands 
of  hostile  Indians,  reported  the  same  with  an  amend- 
ment, the  purport  of  which  was  to  render  the  set- 
tlers under  the  provisions  of  the  bill  amenable  to 
the  laws  of  the  territory.  The  amendment  was 
agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a third  reading. 

The  resolutions  offered  by  Mr.  Williams,  calling 
on  the  president  for  copies  of  the  correspondence 
with  the  British  government  on  the  northeastern 
boundary,  and  with  the  British  minister  and  the 
government  of  Maine  on  the  recent  occupation  of 
the  disputed  territory  by  British  troops,  were  taken 
up  and  agreed  to.  Also,  the  resolution  offered  by 
Mr.  Rugbies,  asking  for  information  of  what  had 
been  done  by  the  president  towards  expelling  the 
British  troops,  or  in  providing  for  the  exigency  of 
an  invasion,  was  agreed  to  after  some  debate. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
providing  for  the  collection,  sale-keeping  and  trans- 
fer of  the  public  money. 

Mr.  Henderson  moved*to  amend  the  bill  by  strik- 
ing out  the  provision  authorising  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  to  appoint  special  agents,  at  his  dis- 
cretion, to  examine  the  books,  accounts,  returns, 
the  money  on  hand,  and  the  manner  of  keeping  it, 
at  the  various  depositories  of  the  public  money;  and 
to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  a requisition  that  this  duty 
should  be  performed  by  the  various  district  mar- 
shals and  attorneys.  Mr.  H.  briefly  urged  in  favor 
of  this,  that  improper  agents  had  been  employed, 
some  of  them  members  of  congress;  and  one  of  them 
had  recorded  a slander  on  the  state  which  Mr.  H. 
represented. 

Mr.  Wright  urged  in  opposition  to  this  amend- 
ment that  the  attorneys  and  marshals  depended  for 
their  business  on  the  collector;  and  that  an  attor- 
ney had  actually  been  involved  in  the  greatest 
fraud  which  bad  ever  been  committed,  (that  at  New 
York). 

The  amendment  was  lost  by  yeas  and  nays  as 
follows: 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Clay,  of  Ivy.  Henderson,  Knight, 
Merrick,  Preston,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Smith,  of  In- 
diana— 3. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Betts,  Brown,  Bu- 
chanan, Clay,  of  Alabama,  Clayton,  Cuthbert,  Dick- 
son, Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  King,  Lumpkin,  Mou- 
ton,  Nicholas,  Norvell,  Phelps,  Pierce,  Roane,  Sevier, 
Smith,  of  Con.  Strange,  Tappan,  Walker,  White,  Wil- 
liams, Wright,  Young — 29. 

Mr.  Henderson  now  moved,  after  the  words  “the 
directions  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  shall  be 
followed,”  to  insert,  “so  far  as  they  are  authorised 
by  law;”  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Davis,  having  made  some  remarks  as  to  the 
avowed  design  of  some  senators  to  make  this  bill 
one  of  a purely  metallic  currency,  and  having  urg- 
ed also  his  own  desire  that  it  should  in  no  way  ad- 
mit a government  paper  currency,  moved  so  to 
amend  it  as  to  exclude  positively  all  such  cur- 
rency. 

This  motion,  after  a strongly  marked  debate,  al- 
most wholly  on  the  principles  of  currency  and  po- 
litical economy,  by  Messrs.  Davis,  Wriglit,  Bu- 
chanan and  Walker,  was  negatived  by  yeas  and 
nays  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Betts,  Clay,  of  Ky.  Clayton,  Crit- 
tenden, Davis,  Dickson,  Knight,  Merrick,  Phelps,  Pren- 
tiss, Preston,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Smith,  of  Indiana, 
White— 15. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buvhanan, 
Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Ala.  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hen- 
derson, Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Mouton,  Ni- 
cholas, Norvell,  Pierce,  Roane,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Conn. 
Strange.  Tappan,  Walker,  Williams,  Wright,  Young 

Mr.  Young  having  made  a few  remarks,  under- 
stood to  be  in  opposition  to  the  bill  — 

Mr.  Crittenden  moved  to  amend  it  by  a provision 
requiring  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  guard,  as 
far  a9  may  be,  against  a government  paper  cur- 
rency; which  motion  was  agreed  to.  The  bill  was 
then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  by  yeas  and  nays,  as 
follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Calhoun,  Clav,  of  Ala.  Cuthbert.  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hub- 
bard, King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Mouton,  Norvell,  Pierce, 
Roane,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Conn.  Strange,  Tappan, 
Walker,  Williams,  Wright — 24. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Betts,  Clay,  of  Ky.  Clayton,  Crit- 
tenden, Davis,  Dickson,  Henderson,  Knight,  Merrick, 
Nicholas,  Phelps,  Prentiss,  Pres'on,  Robinson,  Rug- 
gles, Smith,  of  Indiana,  White,  Young — 13. 

The  senate  then  adjourned  till  Monday. 

January  20.  The  following  memorials  and  peti- 
tions were  presented  and  appropriately  referred. 


By  the  vice  president,  from  the  territory  of  Iowa, 
asking  an  appropriation  for  the  erection  ol  a peni- 
tentiary. 

By  Mr.  Wright,  from  the  agents  of  the  sleam  ves-  ! 
sels  plying  between  New  York  and  England,  ask- 
ing such  change  in  the  revenue  laws  as  will  entitle 
them  to  drawback  on  coal  brought  from  England 
and  used  in  their  homeward  bound  passage. 

By  Mr.  Clay,  from  Mary  Brush,  an  indigent  wi- 
dow, stating  that  her  late  husband  had  assisted,  by 
an  inven'ion  of  his,  to  heat  and  ventilate  the  house 
of  representatives,  for  which  be  had  never  been 
compensated,  and  praying  that  remuneration  might 
be  made.  Mr.  C.  said  be  had  advised  the  old  lady, 
who  appeared  destitute  and  forlorn,  to  apply  to  the 
house  now  so  well  heated  for  compensation,  but  she 
desired  that  he  would  present  it,  and,  in  accordance 
with  her  wish,  he  had  done  so,  and  moved  that  it  be 
referred  to  the  committee  for  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

Bv  Mr.  Mien,  from  the  Portsmouth  and  Edenton 
turnpike  company,  asking  a grant  of  public  land. 

By  Mr.  Merrick,  from  the  board  of  health,  asking 
for  the  erection  of  a lunatic  asylum. 

Also,  from  certain  citizens  of  Washington,  asking 
for  the  improvement  of  certain  streets  and  avenues. 

By  Mr.  Grundy,  from  Edwaid  Fanning,  in  re- 
lation to  the  exploring  expedition. 

By  Mr.  Tappan,  from  Lewis  Feuchtwanger,  ask- 
ing to  be  allowed  to  issue  twenty'  thousand  dollars 
worth  of  cents  in  German  silver. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  committee,  on  finance,  to 
which  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  secretary  of 

war,  asking  an  appropriation  for  the  removal  of  the 
Stockbridge  and  Maumee  Indians,  asked  to  be  dis- 
charged from  its  further  consideration,  and  that  it 
be  referred  to  the  committee  on  Indian  aflaiis. 

Also,  from  the  consideration  of  the  memorial  of 
the  religious  society  denominated  the  Ladies  of  the 
Sacred  Heart;  and  that  it  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Also,  to  be  discharged  from  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  of  the  senate  for  the  repeal  of  duties 
on  marble  busts,  statuary,  &c.  and  that  it  be  refer- 
red to  the  joint  committee  on  (he  library. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  committee  on  naval  af- 
fairs, made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  petition  of 
William  Hebb. 

Mr.  Strange,  from  the  same  committee,  made  an 
adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  Samuel  Warner. 

Mr.  Pierce  from  the  committee  on  pensions,  re- 
ported a bill  providing  for  the  continuance  of  the 
office  of  commissioner  of  pensions,  and  to  transfer 
the  business  heretofore  transacted  at  the  navy  de- 
partment to  that  office. 

Mr.  Linn,  from  the  committee  on  private  land 
claims,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  considera- 
tion of  the  memorial  of  the  legislative  council  of 
Wisconsin,  in  relation  to  the  confirmation  of  the 
tilles  of  Francis  Laventure  and  others,  and  that  it 
be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  Williams  introduced  a bill  to  explain  the 
fifth  section  of  the  act  for  the  better  organization  of 
the  marine  corps. 

Also,  a bill  to  regulate  the  pay  and  emoluments  of 
pursers  of  the  navy. 

Mr.  Sevier  intfoduced  a bill  to  provide  for  the 
safety'  and  protection  of  the  emigrating  Indians  west 
of  Missouri  and  Arkansas. 

Mr.  Strange  submitted  a resolution  inquiring  into 
the  expediency  of  permitting  such  newspapers  as 
would  print  the  laws  of  congress  free  of  charge  to 
have  the  privilege  of  circulating  the  same  in  the 
state  wherein  they  are  printed. 

Mr.  Prentiss  offered  a resolution,  which  was  con- 
sidered and  adopted,  instructing  the  committee  on 
pensions  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  granting 
a pension  to  Ebenezer  Swan,  on  account  of  a dis- 
ability incurred  by  him  in  the  military  service  of 
the  United  States. 

The  bill  providing  for  the  occupation  of  Florida 
by  armed  settlers  having  been  read  a third  time, 

was,  after  some  remarks  by  Mr.  Preston,  as  to  the 
impracticability  of  the  measure,  passed  by  yeas  and 
nays  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Ala.  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Grundy, 
Hubbard,.  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Mouton,  Nicholas, 
Pierce,  Roane,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Conn. 
Walker,  Williams,  Wright,  Young— if.. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Betts,  Clav,  of  Ky.  Clayton,  Crit- 
tenden, Davis,  Dickson,  Henderson,  Knight,  Merrick, 
Phelps,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Smith,  of  Ind.  Strange, 
White — 15. 

The  sub  treasury'  bill  was  then  read  a third  time; 
and  on  the  question,  shall  this  bill  pass? 

Mr.  Clay  rose  and  addressed  the  senate  at  great 
length;  when. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Walker,  the  senate  adjourned. 

January  21.  The  vice  president  communicated 
to  the  senate  a letter  from  the  secretary  of 'he  trea- 
sury, in  obedience  to  a resolution  of  the  senate,  con- 
Itaining  a letter  from  the  surgeon  general  in  relation 


to  the  selection  of  a site  for  a marine  hospital  on  the 
Arkansas  river. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  from  the  committee  on 
public  lands,  reported  a bill  lor  the  relief  of  certain 
settlers  on  the  public  lands,  who  were  deprived  of 
the  benefits  of  the  act  granting  pre-emption  rights, 
approved  June  19,  1834. 

Mr.  Sevier,  from  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs, 
reported  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  security  and  pro- 
tection of  the  emigrant  and  other  Indians  west  of 
Missouri  and  Arkansas,  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Phelps,  from  the  committee  on  roads  and  ca- 
nals, reported  the  bill  granting  the  right  of  way  to 
states  and  incorporated  companies  through  the  pub- 
lic lands,  without  amendment. 

The  resolution  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr. 
Strange,  asking  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  amending  the  law 
as  to  circulate,  free  of  postage,  in  the  respective 
states,  such  papers  as  should  publish  the  laws  of 
the  United  States,  was  taken  up,  when  some  discus- 
sion arose  as  to  the  proper  committee  to  which  the 
resolution  should  be  referred,  when 

Mr.  Davis  temarked  that  he  thought  the  subject 
ought  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  post 
office  and  post  roads,  to  which  committee  the  me- 
morials for  reduction  of  postage,  &c.  had  been  sent. 
He  thought  it  time  that  the  post  office  laws  should 
be  revised  and  amended. 

The  resolution  was  referred  to  that  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  the  committee  on  the 
judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire,  into  the  expe- 
diency of  publishing  a stereotype  edition  of  the 
laws  of  the  United  States,  to  embrace  the  laws  of  a 
general  nature. 

Mr.  Henderson  submitted  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  inform 
the  senate  if  there  be  not  a considerable  number,  and 
what  number,  of  donation  claims  or  settlement  rights 
under  the  acts  of  congress  of  1812  and  1819,  for  lands 
situated  in  the  state  of  Mississippi,  south  of  the  31st  de- 
gree of  north  latitude,  which  have  been  proven  under 
these  laws,  and  surveyed,  platted  and  returned  to  the 
surveyor’s  office  of  the  district  by  the  deputy  surveyor 
of  the  United  States  appointed  thereto,  but  the  titles  to 
which  are  thereupon  suspended  on  imputation  of  irre- 
gularity in  the  surveys  in  regard  to  form  and  location. 

2.  Also,  whether  or  not  the  surveys  excepted  to  ex- 
ceed or  diminish  the  quantity  of  land  to  which  claim- 
ants are  entitled. 

3.  How  long  since  these  surveys  have  been  except- 
ed, and  what  proportion  of  them  have  been  perfected 
in  title. 

4.  What  is  the  description  and  quality  of  land  gene- 
rally, in  which  these  surveys  are  made. 

5.  And  whether,  in  the  opinion  of  the  commissioner, 
if  such  surveys  be  irregular,  it  would  not  be  better  eco- 
nomy for  the  government  to  confirm  them  as  made, 
than  incur  the  expense  of  re-survey. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  provide  for  the  collection,  safe-keeping,  and 
transfer  of  the  public  money.  The  question  being 
on  its  passage — 

Mr.  Walker  spoke  at  much  length,  chiefly  in  re- 
ply to  Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  and  in  argument  to 
show  that  the  nominal  reduction  of  the  price  of  la- 
bor and  capital,  by  specie,  is  no  real  reduction,  be- 
cause it  makes  them  and  their  productions  all  equal- 
ly cheap;  while,  by  means  of  that  cheapness,  it  ren- 
ders the  sale  of  the  productions  of  such  labor  and 
capital  certain  in  a foreign  market. 

Mr.  Buchanan  (alter  an  interval)  said  he  had  in- 
tended and  did  still  intend  to  speak  on  this  subject. 
He  had  supposed,  however,  that  some  gentleman 
on  the  other  side  might  wish  to  follow  the  senator 
from  Mississippi,  but  if  not,  Mr.  B.  hoped  the  se- 
nate would  pass  this  bill  informally  till  to-morrow, 
as  Mr.  B.  was  not  now  prepared;  and  it  was  so 
passed  accordingly.  - 

The  senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  ex- 
ecutive business,  and  soon  after  adjourned. 

January  22.  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  desired  to 
refer  some  documents  to  the  committee  on  the  judi- 
ciary, connected  with  the  resolution  offered  by  him 
yesterday,  in  relation  to  the  publication  of  a stereo- 
type edition  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States.  Mr. 
C.  said  that  an  edition  of  10,000  copies  could  be  pro- 
cured at  one  dollar  and  thirty-seven  and  a half  cents 
per  copj'.  The  papers  were  referred. 

Mr.  White  presented  a petition  from  certain  set- 
tlers of  Miiwaukie,  asking  that  the  title  to  lands  of 
Francis  Laventure  and  others  be  not  confirmed. 

Mr.  Belts  presented  a petition  from  certain  manu- 
facturers of  wool,  asking  a revision  of  the  revenue 
laws. 

Mr.  Preston,  from  the  committee  on  military  af- 
fairs, reported  a bill  for  the  relief  of  gen.  Wool  and 
col.  George  Croghan. 

Mr.  Benton,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  companies  of  Missouri 
volunteers. 

Mr. Clay,  of  Alabama,  introduced  a bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  Eagle  rail  road  company. 
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The  bill  providing:  for  the  collection,  sale-keeping 
and  transfer  of  the  public  moneys  coming  up  again 
on  the  question  of  its  passage — 

The  subject  was  further  discussed  by  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan, Mr.  Clay,  of  Ky  and  Mr.  Walker,  till  a late 
hour;  when 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Henderson,  the  senate  ad- 
journed. 

HOUSE  OF  P.EPP.ESENT ATI VES . 

Thurday,  Jan.  16.  The  business  first  in  order 
was  the  report  of  the  select  committee  on  the  rules 
and  orders 'of  the  house — the  question  immediately 
pending  being  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Thompson,  of 
S.  Carolina,  in  relation  to  petitions  touching  ttie 
abolition  of  slavery. 

Mr.  Cooper,  of  Georgia,  was  entitled  to  the  floor, 
but  yilded  it  to  Mr.  Mitchell,  of  New  York,  who 
obtained  the  general  consent  of  the  house  to  make 
an  explanation. 

Mr.  Mitchell  said:  Mr.  Speaker,  inconsequence 
of  the  course  pursued  the  other  day  by  an  honora- 
ble gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Pickens), 
in  alluding  to  an  article  published  in  one  of  the 
papers  of  this  city  in  relation  to  the  public,  print- 
iii<>-,  l feel  constrained  to  ask  the  indulgence  of  the 
ho'use  to  permit  me  also  to  make  a few  remarks  in 
relation  to  an  article  which  appeared  in  the  “Globe” 
of  Tuesday  evening  on  the  same  subject,  and  which 
personally  concerns  myself.  The  aiticle  says: 

“It  is  true  that  general  Duff  Green  was  offered 
ten  thousand  dollars  if,  by  the  use  of  his  name,  a 
few  of  the  state  rights  party  could  be  induced  to 
join  the  federal  party,  and  secure  his  election  as 
public  printer,  provided  he  W'ould  surrender  the 
employment  so  obtained  to  Gales  & Seaton.  This 
proposition  was  made  to  general  Green  directly, 
by  Mr.  Mitchell,  a member  from  New'  York,  in  a 
letter.  This  letter  was  sent  by  general  Green  to 
a member  of  the  house  from  North  Carolina,  with 
a view  that  it  might  be  shown  to  some  one  oi 
the  state  rights  party  of  South  Carolina.  It  was 
shown  by  him,  as  it  ought  to  have  been,  first  to  the 
speaker;  and,  with  his  advice,  to  another  gentle- 
man of  distinction.  All  considered  it  a gross  over- 
ture of  bribery.  The  member  who  made  this  pro- 
position, although  he  used  in  his  letter  the  term 
'■we'  in  making  it,  and  gave  assurance  that  ifyadroit- 
ly  managed’  the  whole  federal  vote  could 'oe  con- 
centrated on  general  Green  for  the  purpose  named, 
yet  disclaimed  speaking  for  his  party.  If  w'e  mis- 
state, in  the  slightest  particular,  the  purport  of  the 
letter,  Mr.  Mitchell  can  put  all  right  by  producing 
it.” 

Mr.  M.  continued.  It  is  proper  for  me  here  to 
remark  that,  previous  to  the  publication  of  this 
article,  I had  received  certain  intimations  of  a si- 
milar character  to  those  contained  in  it;  and  with  a 
view  to  place  myself  in  a situation  to  defend  my- 
self, I wrote  to  gen  Green  for  a copy  of  the  letter 
referred  to.  That  letter  was  written  by  ine  at  this 
desk  with  great  haste,  and  I did  not  even  think  it  o! 
sufficient  importance  to  retain  a copy  of  it.  I, 
therefore,  as  I have  said,  wrote  to  general  Green 
for  a copy,  before  (his  publication  appeared  in  the 
“Globe.”  I have  waited  four  days,  hut  as  yet  have 
received  no  answer;  and  I feel  it  due  to  myself  to 
notice  this  publication  without  having  the  letter  be- 
fore me. 

This  article  in  the  “Globe,”  so  far  as  is  intended 
to  involve  me  in  the  imputation  of  making  a prolfer 
of  bribery,  is  entirely  false.  I merely  wrote  a letter 
to  gen.  Green,  suggesting  that  he  should  come  here, 
and  be  a candidate  for  printer,  but  without  making, 
or  intending  to  make,  any  offer  of  any  sum  of  money 
to  any  person  in  that  behalf.  I told  him  I was  most 
anxious  to  defeat  the  election  of  Mr.  Blair,  and  that 
T admitted  it  was  almost  impossible  to  elect  Messrs. 
Gales  & Seaton;  but  that,  if  he  was  on  the  ground, 
I thought  he  might  be  elected;  and  1 hat,  if  the 
choice  should  fall  upon  him,  and  he  should  be  una- 
ble himself  to  do  the  printing,  he  might  probably 
make  an  arrangement  with  Messrs.  Gales  & Seaton, 
by  which  it  might  be  done  on  terms  mutually  sa- 
tisfactory. I considered  such  an  arrangement  to  be 
justified  by  the  circumstances  in  which  we  were 
placed  here.  If  there  was  bribery  in  that  proposi- 
tion, then  there  was  bribery  in  the  whigs  voting  for 
a sub-treasury  man  as  speaker  of  this  house.  There 
wa3  no  more  impropriety  in  the  whigs  of  this  house 
voting  for  a sub-treasury  printer  than  in  voting  for 
a whig  as  a speaker,  who  was  in  favor  of  that  mea- 
sure. 

The  allusion  which  is  made  in  this  article  to  voles 
is  entirely  gratuitous.  I never  made  any  mention 
of  votes.  The  proposition  made  simply  and  alone 
that  general  Green  should  be  a candidate.  I wrote 
the  letter  upon  my  own  responsibility;  and  it  is  due 
to  Messrs.  Gales  & Seaton  to  declare,  as  I now  do 
in  my  place,  that  I never  intimated  to  them  that  I 


was  going  to  write  such  a letter,  nor  do  I believe 
that  they  know  any  thing  about  it  up  to  this  day 
from  any  other  source  save  this  article  in  the 
“Globe.”  What  construction  others  may  put  upon 
my  letter  I do  not  know',  but  I am  sure  that  no 
man,  not  himself  predisposed  to  the  temptation  of 
bribery,  would  convert  that  letter  into  an  overture 
of  bribery. 

It  is  stated  further  in  this  article,  that  the  letter 
was  shown  to  the  speaker  of  this  house,  and  I will 
call  the  particular  attention  of  the  speaker  to  this 
passage  particularly:  “It  was  shown  by  him,  as  it 
ought  to  have  been,  first  to  the  speaker,  and,  with 
his  advice,  to  another  gentleman  of  distinction,” 
(leaving  it  to  be  inferred,  Mr.  M.  remarked,  that 
the  person  to  whom  (he  letter  was  sent  showed  it 
to  the  speaker,  with  a view  that  the  speaker  might 
lay  it  before  the  house.)  “All  considered  it  a gross 
overture  of  bribery .” 

I do  not  know',  (continued  Mr.  M.)  whether  the 
speaker  did  so  consider  it,  but  I 

Tiie  speaker  here  interposed  and  said:  The  speaker 
knew  nothing  of  that  article  until  he  saw  it  in  the 
“Globe.”  It  was  entirely  unauthorised  by  him,  and 
the  speaker  had  never  expressed  the  opinion  that 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Mitchell),  had 
been  guilty  of  an  overture  of  bribery.  He  had  dis- 
approved of  the  proposition  itself,  and  had  told  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Fisher),  that 
it  was  entirely  inadmissible. 

Mr.  Mitchell  resumed.  As  to  the  inadmissibility 
of  the  proposition,  that  might  all  very  well  be.  No 
doubt  many  circumstances  might  have  occurred  be- 
tween the  time  the  letter  was  written,  and  the  time 
at  w'hich  the  election  might  take  place,  which 
might  render  the  proposition  inadmissible. 

This  article  also  states  that  the  letter  was  shown 
to  another  gentleman;  none  of  them,  however,  save 
the  speaker  were  named.  The  speaker  having  dis- 
claimed giving  to  the  letter  the  character  which 
this  article  states  he  did  give  to  it,  I do  not  know 
that  any  further  notice  need  be  expected  from  me 
at  this  time.  But,  should  I receive  a copy  of  the 
letter,  I shall  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  laying 
it  before  the  house. 

[Note  by  the  reporter.  Subsequent  to  the  expla- 
nation here  given  by  Mr.  Mitchell,  a letter  was  re- 
ceived by  him,  of  which  the  following  is  a copy: 
Baltimore,  January  15,  1S40. 

Df.ar  sir:  I have  just  seen  the  article  in  the 
Globe  in  which  mention  is  made  of  your  letter.  I 
need  not  assure  you  that  I shall  repel  the  imputa- 
tion. I have  not  time  to  prepare  a copy,  but  will 
send  one  by  the  next  mail.  Yours,  Sec 

DUFF  GREEN.] 

Mr.  Fisher,  of  North  Carolina,  then  rose  and, 
(under  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  Cooper,  who  again  yield- 
ed the  floor),  proceeded  to  state  that  he  presumed 
it  was  known  to  all  gentlemen  here  that  he  was  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  to  whom  allusion 
wa3  made  in  this  publication,  and  that,  as  such,  it 
was  necessary  that  some  explanation  should  be 
made  by  him  also. 

I regret  extremely,  (continued  Mr.  F.)  that  my 
name  lias  been  brought  into  connexion  with  this 
matter.  1 have  no  ambition  to  figure  in  such  things; 
and  probably  it  is  to  be  attributed  to  that  very  feel- 
ing that  this  subject  has  not  sooner  been  brought 
before  the  public. 

The  simplest  way  to  make  statements  upon  such 
subjects  is  to  tell  a plain  story  as  it  occured.  This 
I will  endeavor  to  do. 

About  the  time  that  congress  met,  I received  a 
letter  from  general  Green,  (which  I took  to  be  a 
circular),  informing  me  that  he  was  a candidate  for 
the  office  of  printer  to  this  house,  and  that  he  could 
be,  (or  “thought”  he  could  be,  the  reporter  not  be- 
ing sure),  elected.  Like  all  such  applications,  I 
thought  no  more  about  it.  I saw  him  a few  days 
alterwards,  and  he  never  mentioned  the  subject. 
But,  about  the  time  the  speaker  of  this  house  was 
elected,  I was  astonished  to  receive  another  letter 
from  gen.  Green,  enclosing  me  a letter  which  had 
been  written  to  him  by  the  gentleman  from  New' 
York,  (Mr.  Mitchell).  And  I will  now  endeavor  to 
state,  from  memory,  as  distinctly  as  I can,  the  main 
points  of  that  letter.  The  statement  which  appear- 
ed in  the  Globe  was  made  upon  the  strength  of  a 
conversation  which  the  editors  of  the  Globe  held 
with  me,  and  was  published  by  my  consent.  Still, 
however,  it  contains  one  or  two  inaccuracies.  The 
editors  of  the  “Globe  had  been  charged  with  having 
negotiated  in  this  sort  of  manner  with  gen.  Green. 
They  felt  the  injustice  of  the  charge;  they  heard  of 
this  transaction;  they  called  upon  me  for  the  truth, 
and  I felt  it  riirlit,  in  justice  to  them,  to  make  the 
statement.  Still,  however,  as  I have  said,  there 
are  one  or  two  inaccuracies. 

And  now,  to  the  contents  of  the  letter,  which, 
though  I cannot  give  them  verbally,  I can  give 
distinctly. 


The  gentleman  from  New  York  commences  the 
letter  by  saying  that  it  had  been  distinctly  ascer- 
tained that  Messrs.  Gales  & Seaton  could  not  be 
elected  public  printers,  and  that  li is  aversion  to  Mr. 
Blair  was  so  great  that  he  was  disposed  to  go  all 
lengths  to  defeat  his  election,  and  that  he  believed 
that,  by  the  acquisition  of  a few  votes  gen.  Green 
could  be  elected;  that  he  supposed  the  profits  of  the 
printing  to  be  worth  about  thirty  thousand  dollars, 
and  that,  if  it  was  inconvenient  to  gen.  Green  to  do 
the  work,  he  might  make  an  arrangement  with 
Messrs.  Gales  Sc  Seaton,  and  divide  this  amount — 
gen.  Green  retaining  ten  thousand  dollars  without 
responsibility  or  care,  and  the  other  parties  taking 
twenty  thousand  dollars,  and  doing  the  printing. 
The  gentleman  said  that  he  wrote  this  letter  to 
Baltimore,  and  that  he  also  addressed  one  of  the 
same  character  to  Cumberland.  Gen.  Green,  for 
reasons  which  it  is  not  necessary  to  explain,  sent 
this  letter  to  me,  and  desired  me  to  talk  with  cer- 
tain gentlemen — not  naming  them^but  intimating 
so  strongly'  who  they  were  that  I could  not  mis- 
understand the  allusion.  I saw  at  once  the  impro- 
priety of  this  letter;  and,  a short  time  after  receiv- 
ing >t,  you  may'  remember,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  I met 
you.  I stated  to  you  that  I had  received  a strange 
letter;  I pulled  it  out  of  my  pocket  and  read  if, 
you  looking  over  me,  and  1 asked  you  il  I should 
show  it  to  the  gentlemen  concerned.  You  unbed 
with  me  in  saying  that  fbe  proposition  was  not  to 
be  entertained  lor  an  instant,  but  you  said  nothing 
of  an  overture  of  bribery.  I asked  you  if  I should 
consult  others,  and  you  said  I ought  to  do  so.  as  I 
had  been  requested  so  to  do  by  gen.  Green.  I part- 
ed from  you,  and  a few  moments  afterwards  I met 
with  a gentleman,  not  a member  of  this  house,  but 
a gentleman  ol  standing  in  the  other  body.  I men- 
tioned the  subject;  I told  him  I had  received  a letter 
of  this  character.  He  said  he  did  not  wish  to  see  it, 
and  at  once  denounced  it  in  the  strongest  terms  a* 
an  overture  of  bribery.  It  was  that  gentleman,  sir, 
and  neither  you  nor  I,  who  said  that  this  was  ah 
overture  of  bribery.  And  in  reference  to  this  point 
it  was  that  the  editors  of  the  Globe  were  mistaken. 

I then  determined  either  to  send  the  letter  back, 
or  to  keep  it  until  I saw  him',  and  then  to  hand  both 
letters,  (his  own  and  Mr.  Mitchell's)  back  to  him. 
But,  for  my  own  sake,  I thought  it  would  be  pro- 
per to  show  the  letter  to  another  gentleman,  at  that 
time  my  fellow  lodger.  1 asked  him  to  read  it  very' 
carefully — to  read  it  twice  over.  I presume  he  did 
so;  if  necessary,  he  can  speak  for  himself.  A few 
horns  afterwards  general  Green  stepped  into  the 
room.  So  soon  as  lie  came  in,  lie  mentioned  the 
subject.  I replied  to  liiin  that  I had  consulted  ore 
or  two  friends,  and  that  they  seemed  to  look  upon 
it  as  an  oulrage.  Not  another  word  passed;  he  took 
the  letter,  and  ttiat  was  the  end  of  it. 

Mr.  Speaker,  there  is  another  error  in  the  ‘Globe* 
w'hich,  probably,  I ought  to  correct.  The  language 
there  used  is  such  as  might  lead  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  statement  was  made  w'ilh  your  knowledge. 
It  was  right  in  you,  therefore,  sir,  to  make  the 
statement  you  have  made.  Neither  you  nor  any 
one  but  myself  knew  that  the  statement  w as  forth- 
coming. And  I repeat,  the  editors  of  the  “Globe” 
are  mistaken  in  supposing  that  you  orany  one  else, 
except  the  gentleman  . of  the  other  house,  not  of 
this,  declared  the  letter  to  be  an  overture  of  bribery. 
Whether  it  was  or  w as  not  an  overture  of  bribery, 
every  man  can  come  for  himself  to  as  correct  a 
conclusion  as  1 can. 

Again  I express  my  regret  that  I have  been  con- 
nected with  this  matter.  It  was  none  of  my  seek- 
ing, and  I got  rid  of  it  as  soon  as  I could. 

Mr.  Mitchell  rising  in  reply — 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  S.  C.  said:  Before  the  gentleman 
proceeds,  I wish  to  say  a word,  as  it  appears  I am 
here  parheeps  criminis.  It  is  but  due  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Fisher),  and  to 
the  statement  he  has  made,  that  I should  corrobo- 
rate every  word  thereof.  He  submitted  the  letters 
to  me.  I read  them,  and,  so  far  as  my  recollection 
serves,  not  one  word  or  statement  of  his  is  incor- 
rect. When  the  letters  were  shown  to  me,  T ex- 
pressed no  indignation, for  I had  heard  before  I came 
here  that  this  was  a very  corrupt  body,  and  having 
so  heard,  and  having  lead  these  letters,  one  of  them 
coming  from  a member  of  congress,  I began  to 
think  it  was  a matter  of  course.  [General  laugh- 
ter.] The  only  remark  I made  was  that T suppos- 
ed in  lime  that  I should  be  initiated;  for  it  appear- 
ed to  me  so  very  extraordinary  that  a proposition 
of  this  kind  should  be  made,  that  (he  very  boldness 

of  it  scared  me  fiom  my  propriety [the  last 

word3  of  the  sentence  were  not  heaitl  by  the  re- 
porter.] 

Mr.  Mitchell  said,  if  the  letter  was  here  and 
could  be  read,  if  it  were  here  to  speak  for  itself, 
no  commentary  need  be  made  Although  what 
the  gentlemen  from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  Fisher ) 
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has  stated  is  true,  still  lie  has  not  stated  half  of 
what  was  in  it:  and  it  will  be  lound  that  gentle- 
men  have  been  confounding  my  letvr  to  general 
Green  with  * lie  letter  ot  gen.  Given  to  them.  What 
I proposed  to  gen.  Green  was  one  thing — what  gen. 
Green  proposed  to  them  was  another.  If  general 
Green  ottered  a bribe  to  any  of  these  gentlemen, 
they  can  tell — I know  nothing  about  it.  I did  not 
offer  to  bribe  them.  1 proposed  to  gen.  Green  to 
be  a candidate  for  printer,  and  took  (be  ground  that, 
in  a certain  event,  the  whigs  would  go  for  hi  in.  1 
sav  there  was  no  oiler  ol  bribery,  and  any  man  who 
looks  upon  the  proceeding  in  that  light  can  have 
but  a poor  idea  of  what  constitutes  bribery.  If  any 
gentleman  should  entertain  that  opinion  when  the 
letter  shall  have  been  read,  let  him  rise  and  move 
that  the  house  take  action  upon  it.  He  shall  have 
my  sanction, 

Mr.  Fisher,  of  North  Carolina,  said  he  had  made 
no  charge  of  bribery;  but  be  would  say,  that  it  them 
was  any  oiler  of  bribery  in  either  of  the  letters,  it 
was  not  in  that  ot  gen.  Green,  but  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  (Mr.  Mitchell)  to  gen.  Green.  But 
he  (Mr.  F.)  made  no  such  charge.  The  letter 
would  speak  for  itself.  Probably  be  had  not  stated 
ail  the  ideas  contained  in  the  letter,  but  he  had  cer- 
tainly staled  all  that  were  important  or  to  the  point. 

Mr.  Mitchell.  Did  I in  my  tetter  recommend  to 
gen.  Green,  not  to  adopt  any  course  which  the  pub- 
lic would  not  sanction? 

Mr.  Fisher  said  it  was  very  likely  that  the  gen- 
tleman had  done  so.  He  could  not  recollect  all 
that  was  in  the  letter,  but,  as  the  gentleman  said  he 
had  made  such  a recommendation,  Mr.  F.  supposed 
it  must  be  so. 

And  here  the  matter  rested. 

The  house  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  t he  rules  and  orders;  the 
pending  question  being  oil  the  motion  of  Mr.  IV. 
Thompson  to  insert  the  following  amendment: 

“Upon  the  presentation  of  any  memorial  or  peti- 
tion praying  ior  the  abolition  of  slavery  or  the  slave 
tiade  in  any  district,  territoiy,  or  stale  of  the  union, 
and  upon  the  presentation  of  any  resolution  or  other 
paper  touching  these  subjects,  the  question  of  the 
reception  of  such'  memorial,  petition,  resolution  or 
paper  shall  be  considered  as  made,  and  the  question 
of  its  reception  shall  be  laid  upon  the  table  with- 
out debate  or  further  action  of  the  house.”  | 

Mr.  Cooper,  of  Ga.  was  entitled  to  (he  floor,  but, 
before  proceeding  to  address  the  house,  declared 
his  willingness  to  forego  his  right  thereto,  if  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  would  withdraw  his 
proposition. 

Mr.  W.  Thompson  was  understood  to  say  that  ra- 
ther than  there  should  be  any  division  amongst  his 
friends  (as  he  thought  now  was  likely  to  take  place 
on  bis  proposition)  be  was  willing  to  withdraw  the 
resolution. 

The  noise  in  the  hall  during  these  proceedings 
was  so  great  as  to  render  it  almost  impossible  to 
hear  any  thing  that  was  going  on. 

Mr.  Bidille  appealed  most  earnestly  lo  tile  gene- 
rosity of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  not  to 
withdraw  the  resolution,  but  (o  give  him  (Mr.  B.) 
an  opportunity  to  set  himself  right  on  this  matter. 

Mr.  Hunt  remarked,  it  had  been  fashionable  in 
this  house  for  gentlemen  to  define  their  position.-— 
He  was  solicitous  to  do  so  for  himself  on  this  agitat- 
ing question.  He  did  not  intend  claiming  the  ear 
of  the  house  for  any. great  length  of  time,  but  wish- 
ed an  opportunity  of  re  asserting  and  explaining 
the  position  taken  by  him  on  this  question  in  1835. 
He  had  sought  this  opportunity  yesterday  and 
trusted  it  would  not  be  denied  him  to-day. 

Mr.  Thompson  not  withdrawing  his  amendment — 

Mr.  Cooper  proceeded  to  address  the  house  until 
a quarter  to  two  o’clock. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by'  Messrs. 
Biddle,  Walterson,  Stanley  and  Bolts. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bolls,  the  rules  of  order  of  the 
house,  which  would  have  expired  the  day  follow- 
ing were  further  continued  for  one  week. 

Mr.  Colquitt,  of'Georgia,  moved  the  adjournment, 
which  was  carried,  ami  the  house  adjourned. 

Fridao , Jan  17.  The  journal  having  been  read: 

Mr.  Mitchell  asked  the  indulgence  of  the  house 
to  read  the  letter  alluded  to  on  yesterday  in  his 
statement,  a copy  of  which  he  had  received: 

“ Washington , Dec.  18,  1839. 

Dear  general:  As  we  shall,  in  a few  days, 
elect  a printer  to  the  house  for  the  26!li  congress,  it 
has  occurred  to  ine  and  other  of  my  political  friends, 
that  such  an  arrangement  could  be  made  with  you 
as  would  justify  the  entire  whig  parly  in  support- 
ing you  for  that  office.  We  neither  expect  nor  ask 
you  to  sacrifice  a single  principle  which  you  pro- 
fess, nor  to  do  any  act  not  justifiable  to  your  con- 
science and  to  the  world. 

“I  am  sati-fied  that  Gales  & Seaton  cannot  be 
elected,  and  that,  if  the  contest  has  come  to  a strife 


between  them  and  Blair,  the  latter,  in  my  opinion, 
vi  ill  succeed. 

‘•Now,  what  had  passed  through  my  mind  was 
simply  this:  that  you  should  (in  file  event  of  your 
election)  oiler  G.  St  S.  to  share  equally  witii  them 
respectively  the  profits  of  the  office,  afier  allowing 
them  a fair  compensation  out  for  their  personal  ser- 
vices; they  to  do  all  tile  work  at  their  office,  and 
you  to  be  elected  to  the  station. 

“The  profits  cannot  be  less,  for  the  whole  con- 
gress, than  $30,000;  this  would  give  you  $10,000, 
you  having  no  responsibility  or  trouble  in  the  mat- 
ter. Now  I suggest  this  on  my  own  responsibility; 
but,  nevertheless,  I hazard  nothing  in  the  conjec- 
ture that  if  you  are  here  and  put  in,  the  thing  can 
b?  managed  adioitly  enough  to  insure  success.  I 
have  a strong  desire  to  defeat  Blair,  and  would  be 
glad  to  do  so  in  a way  lo  oblige  you  personally'. 
Write  me  on  the  receipt  of  this,  and,  if  you  can, 
be  in  this  city'  at  the  earliest  possible  moment.  I 
diiect  this  to  Baltimore,  and  also  a duplicate  to 
Cumberland.  Truly,  in  haste,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant and  friend,  “CH.  F.  MITCHELL. 

"Gen.  Green,  Baltimore.” 

The  bouse  would  judge  how  far  the  charge  of 
bribery,  contained  in  the  Giobe,  was  made  good. 
Here  was  the  letter,  and  it  spoke  lor  itself.  It  was 
a simple  proposition  to  Dulf  Green  to  become  a 
candidate  for  the  office  of  public  printer.  It  allud 
ed  not  in  the  remotest  degree  to  any  person  other 
than  himself.  Instead  of  the  inducement  of  the 
whole  of  the  profits  to  become  a candidate,  I sug- 
gested only  one-third — whereas  Blair  was  prompted 
ro  seek  an  ejection  to  the  same  office  by  the  proffer 
of  the  whole.  If  it  would  be  bribery  in  Duff'Green’s 
being  a candidate  under  such  circumstances,  would 
it  not  be  equally  so  for  Blair  to  be,  with  the  pros- 
pect of  getting  the  entire  profits  of  the  job? 

No  allusion  is  made  to  the  state  rights  party,  to 
the  friends  of  gen.  Green,  of  to  “their  votes,”  as 
was  alleged,  or  to  any  other  number  of  votes.  The 
furthest  from  it.  There  was  no  proposition  made 
to  any  body  other  than  gen.  Green — what  he  may 
have  proposed  to  gentlemen  of  this  house  was  best 
known  to  themselves.  It  is  due,  however,  to  gen. 
Green  to  say  that  I do  not  believe  that  he  made  a 
proffer  of  bribery,  or  any  thing  out  of  which  a 
charge  of  that  kind  could  be  drawn.  That  this 
gentleman’s  conduct  in  this  matter  may  appear  in  a 
proper  light,  and  to  show  that  he  has  neither  acted 
dishonorably  nor  in  bad  faith  towards  me,  I will 
ask  the  attention  of  the  house  to  the  following  ex- 
tract from  bis  letter  to  me  enclosing  the  copy  of 
mine,  which  the  house  is  already  in  possession  of: 

“Dear  sir:  I hand  you  a copy  of  your  letter.  I 
cannot  withhold  my  surprise  at  the  use  that  was 
made  of  if,  but  I cannot  believe  that  Mr.  Fisher  or 
Mr.  Hunter  lias  authorished  the  language  of  the 
Globe.  I will  give  that  attention  to  this  matter 
which  it  requires  at  my  hands.  Your  friend, 

“DUFF  GREEN.” 

His  prediction  in  reference  to  the  speaker  is  cor- 
rect— not  so  to  the  full  extent  in  regard  to  the  other 
gentleman.  Ttie  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
on  yesterday  undertook  to  give  a statement  of  the 
contents  of  my  letter,  and  I read  from  the  paper 
which  I hold  in  my  hand  his  remarks  as  therein  re- 
ported, and  which  correspond  with  my  recollection 
of  what  he  said:  “The  gentleman  (said  Mr.  Fisher) 
from  New  York  commences  the  letter  by  saying 
that  it  had  been  distinctly  ascertained  that  Messrs. 
Gales  & Seaton  could  not  be  elected  public  printers, 
and  that  his  aversion  to  Blair  was  so  great  that  he 
was  disposed  to  go  all  lengths  to  defeat  his  election, 
and  that  he  believed  that,  by  the  acquisition  of  a 
few  votes,  general  Green  could  be,  See.”  Now,  sir, 
(said  Mr.  M.)  there  is  nothing  of  this  sort  contain- 
ed in  my  letter  at  all,  nor  any  thing  like  it;  and  the 
house,  I am  sure,  will  unite  with  me  in  ascribing  to 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  a very  peculiar 
memory,  for  lie  could  remember  what  I did  not  say 
— undertaking  to  give  the  identical  language — and 
yet  lie  could  not  remember  what  I did  sav!  I leave 
the  gentleman  to  give  a satisfactory  explanation  to 
thi3  if  he  can.  As  it  now  stands,  his  position  cer- 
tainly is  not  one  to  be  envied.  He  is  welcome  to 
all  the  glory  of  it.  Did  I allude  to  "their  votes?” 
Did  1 allude  to  “ aversion ” to  Blair?  Did  I say  I 
would  “go  all  lengths  to  defeat  his  election?”  No- 
thing of  the  kind — it  is  all  the  work  of  the  gentle- 
man’s own  singular  and  peculiarimagination.  There 
is  nothing  in  my  letter  in  the  least  degree  excep- 
tionable,  and  whatever  of  odium  or  credit  attaches 
to  it,  belongs  to  inyself  alone;  for  I wrote  wholly  on 
my  own  responsibility,  consulting  but  a single  indi- 
vidual. 

I have  a word  to  say  to  the  ethereal  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Holmes)  who  shrunk,  as 
he  told  us  on  yesterday,  with  such  instinctive  and 
holy  horror  from  the  proposition  contained  in  the 
“ tellers ” exhibited  to  hint  by  his  friend  in  this  mat- 


ter from  North  Carolina.  What  proposition?  I made 
none  to  him,  i, or  lo  any  one  connected  with  him. 
lie '-Spoke  of  "letters."  What  letters?  I wrote  one 
letter,  and  one  letter  only.  It  there  were  letters  of 
an  improper  character  shown  to  that  honorable  gen- 
tleman, let  them  be  produced.  I wrote  but  a single 
letter,  and  the  house  has  seen  that  that  contains  no 
improper  or  “outrageous”  proposition  either  to  that 
member  or  to  any  body  else. 

As  for  the  inadmissability  of  the  proposition,  of 
which  mention  has  been  made,  I do  not  exactly 
know  to  wiiat  gentlemen  allude.  Sir,  I made,  1 re- 
peat, no  proposition  of  any  kind,  trood,  bad  or  indif- 
ferent, except  (tie  single  one  lo  Duff'  Green  to  be- 
come a candidate  for  the  public  printing.  Had  not 
1 a right  to  do  that?  Was  there  any  thing  in  such  a 
suggestion  of  an  outrageous  charactei?  Surely  it 
was  my  privilege  to  suggest,  and  gen.  Green’s  lo  ac- 
cept or  not,  as  lie  might  deem  expedient.  I must 
notice  the  reb  rence  made  on  yesterday  by  llie  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina  to  the  figure  cut  in  this 
business  by  a distinguished  member  of  the  other 
house  (Mr.  Calhoun).  He  is  the  great  planet  around 
which  all  these  lesser  lights,  who  have  volunteered 
in  this  business  revolve.  They  can  verge  and  di- 
verge, as  lie  may  desire.  In  this  instance,  that  dis- 
tinguished gentleman,  as  is  alleged  by  the  member 
fiom  North  Caiolina,  pronounced  my  letter  a gross 
overture  of  bribery!  Sir,  the  letter  itself  brands  this 
charge  as  an  airant  falsehood,  and  the  author  of  it 
as  a falsifier  and  calumniator.  Let  him  make  good 
his  charge  if  lie  can.  I defy  him  to  the  task.  Per- 
haps, and  in  justice  I cannot  hut  so  believe,  iny  let- 
ter has  in  some  way  got  mixed  up  with  others  of  a 
very  different  complexion.  Hence  the  mistatements 
in  reference  to  it.  Sir,  I have  done.  In  regard  to 
the  offensive  manner  in  which  my  name  has  been 
diagged  into  this  unpleasant  controversy’,  I have 
nothing  to  say.  Those  who  have  been  instrumental 
in  bringing  it  about  are  responsible  to  their  own 
consciences  for  their  conduct,  and  to  the  public  for 
reasons  to  justify  it.  Here  I leave  it. 

Mr.  Jones  from  the  committee  of  ways  and  means, 
reported  the  following  bills: 

A bill  making  appropriation  for  the  support  of  re- 
volutionary and  other  pensioners  for  the  year  1840. 

Also,  a bill  making  appropriations  for  the  current 
and  contingent  expenses  of  the  Indian  department, 
and  for  the  fulfilment  of  the  various  treaty  stipula- 
tions with  (he  Indian  tribes  for  the  year  1840. 

Which  bills  were  twice  read,  and,  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Jones  i-pfiw-rcd  to  ttie  committee  of  the  u tiole 
on  the  state  of  the  union. 

Mr.  Jones  also  laid  before  the  house  a document 
from  the  Indian  department,  giving  a detailed  state- 
ment of  the  estimates  made  by  the  Indian  department 
to  accompany  the  bill  above  reported:  which  was  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

The  question  before  the  house  being  on  a motion 
made  yesterday  by  Mr.  Graves,  of  Kentucky,  to  re- 
consider the  vote  of  this  house  by  which  Mr.  Coles' 
resolution  respecting  the  reception  and  disposal  of 
abolition  petitions  was  laid  on  the  table — 

Mr.  Graves  moved  a call  of  the  house;  which  mo- 
tion prevailing,  the  house  was  called  accordingly. — 
Tlie  doors  were  closed,  and  excuses  for  absentees 
made  and  accepted;  when,  199  members  being  pre- 
sent, the  doors  were  opened,  and  further  proceed- 
ings in  the  call  suspended 

Mr.  Colquitt  now  claimed  the  floor,  having  made 
the  motion  last  evening  to  adjourn. 

The  chair  said  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  took 
precedence,  arid  must  first  be  decided. 

On  this  decision  a long  and  desultory  debate  arose 
on  questions  of  order. 

Mr.  Jftford  took  an  appeal  from  the  decision  of 
tlie  chaii,  which  decision,  after  much  discussion 
was  affirmed  by  tlie  house.  Yeas  123,  nays  72. 

Mr.  Tillinghasl  moved  to  lay  the  question  of  re- 
consideration on  the  table.  When,  alter  a very  de- 
sultory conversation, 

Mr.  Graces  said  that,  with  a view  to  relieve  the 
house  from  embarrassment,  he  would,  for  the  pre- 
sent withdraw  his  motion  to  reconsider. 

Mr.  G’s  right  to  do  so  was  disputed  by  Messrs. 
Campbell  and  Vunderpoet;  but  the  chair  ruled  it  to  be 
in  order. 

Mr.  Fisher  having,  in  the  meanwhile,  entered  the 
house,  said  that  he  understood  that  during  his  ab- 
sence from  tlie  house,  while  in  attendance  on  the 
committee  of  elections,  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  ( Mr.  Mitchell)  had  indulged  in  some  reflec- 
tions upon  him;  lie  could  not  of  course,  notice  these 
remarks,  as  he  had  not  heard  them;  but  he  asked  that 
the  fact  should  be  knpvvn  and  noticed,  that  when 
they  were  made  he  was  not  present.  PreXuming, 
however,  that  "the  remarks  would  be  reporteff  and 
published  in  to-morrow’s  papers,  he  should  look  for 
them  there,  and  if  they  were  such  as  required  any 
notice  from  him,  he  should  notice  them;  il  not,  lie 
should  say  nothing  cnore  on  the  subject.  Mr.  F. 
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said  he  also  understood  that  the  same  gentleman 
had  made  some  remarks  on  his  friend  from  South 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Holmes).  He  now  wished  to  an- 
nounce the  fact  that  when  these  remarks  were  made 
that  gentleman  also  was  out  of  the  house.  , 

Mr.  Colquitt  now  at  length  obtained  the  floor,  and 
addressed  the  house  in  support  of  the  resolution  of 
Mr.  Waddy  Thompson,  to  amend  the  rules  and  or- 
ders of  the  house. 

After  which  Mr.  Slade  proceeded  to  make  some 
remarks,  but  had  not  progressed  far  when  he  gave 
way  to — 

Mr.  Vanderpoel,  who  moved  that  when  this  house 
adjourn,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Andrews  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  ordered;  and  being  taken,  were  yeas  3G,  nays 
142. 

So  the  motion  was  rejected. 

Upwards-of  an  hour  was  consumed  in  various  mo- 
tions to  adjourn,  objections  thereto,  calls  for  yeas 
and  nays,  &c. 

An  effort  was  made  by  Mr.  Jones , chairman  of  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means,  to  introduce  a reso- 
lution instructing  the  clerk  to  employ  some  suitable 
person  to  execute  Ihe  printing  of  the  house  for  a 
limited  time,  (the  order  heretofore  taken  for  that 
purpose  having  expired  by  its  own  limitation). 

Mr.  J.  said  there  were  sundry  bills  and  reports  re- 
ported to-day  (with  accompanying  documents) 
which  the  house  should  have  an  opportunity  to  ex- 
amine, and  he  had  made  this  motion  with  a view  to 
speedy  action. 

A motion  to  suspend  the  rule  for  the  introduction 
of  the  resolution  failed.  Yeas  102,  nays  G7  (two- 
thiids  not  voting  in  the  affirmative). 

So  the  rule  was  not  suspended. 

Mr.  Gentry  gave  notice  that  he  should  to-morrow 
or  on  the  earliest  opportunity  which  presented  it- 
self, ask  leave  to  bring  in  a bill  providing  tor  the 
assumption  of  certain  debts  of  the  states,  and  for  the 
appropriation  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  for 
the  payment  thereof. 

Mr.  Curtis  gave  a similar  notice  of  a bill  for  the 
relief  of  certain  insolvent  debtors  of  the  United 
States. 

And  at  about  5 o’clock  the  house  adjourned. 
Saturday,  Jan.  18.  The  business  first  in  order 
was  the  proposition  of  Mr.  IF.  Thompson,  of  South 
Carolina,  to  amend  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Slade,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  being 
about  to  address  the  house — 

Mr.  Leet  asked  him  to  give  way  to  enable  him  to 

make  a motion  that  the  house  now  prnaoed  (q  (be 

election  of  printer.  Mr.  L.  said  it  was  indispensa- 
bly necessary  that  some  provision  should  be  made 
for  the  execution  of  the  printing,  lor  that  the  public 
business  was  suffering.  The  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means  had  yesterday  made  a 
motion  to  provide  temporarily  for  Ihe  printing,  it  be- 
ing indispensably  necessary  to  facilitate  the  public 
business. 

Mr.  Slade  declined  to  yield  the  floor  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

Mr.  Biddle  asked  Mr.  Slade  to  yield  for  a mo- 
ment, to  enable  him  to  present  a petit  ion  which  he 
had  had  in  his  possession  lor  several  days,  on  the 
subject  of  safety  guards  to  prevent  steamboat  ex- 
plosions. 

Mr.  Slade  expressed  his  willingness  to  yield,  if 
any  way  could  be  devised  by  which  the  motion 
might  be  made,  and  he  still  retain  Ihe  floor. 

• Mr.  Biddle  asked  that  the  petition  might  be  re- 
ferred by  universal  consent. 

Which  was  objected  to. 

Mr.  Fisher  rose  and  said:  The  house  will  recol- 
lect that,  on  yesterday,  I made  known  to  it  that  I 
was  absent  from  the  hall  when  Ihe  gentleman  from 
New  York  submitted  a copy  of  his  letter  to  general 
Green,  and  his  remarks  upon  it;  and  that  I could  not 
then  take  notice  of  them,  for  the  reason  that  I did 
not  hear  them.  I stated,  however,  that  when  these 
remarks  should  appear  in  the  papers,  if  I esteemed 
them  of  such  a character  as  to  require  a notice  from 
me,  I should  notice  them  this  morning.  I have  read 
the  report  of  the  gentleman’s  remarks  in  the  Na- 
tional Intelligencer  of  this  morning,  and  I take  it  for 
granted  that  the  report  is  correct,  though  I bave 
been  informed  by  some  gentlemen  of  this  house  that 
some  things  are  reported  to  have  been  said  by  the 
gentleman  which  were  not  delivered  by  him  to  the 
house.  Such  as  they  were,  they  require  some  slight 
notice  from  me. 

I need  scarcely  allude  to  the  circumstance  that 
the  gentleman  chose  to  deliver  tho3e  remarks  in  my 
absence.  Whether  this  was  done  inadvertently,  or 
with  a view  of  “ managing  the  thing  adroitly,'1'  I leave 
it  to  this  house  to  conclude;  but  I will  say,  for  my- 
self, that  I never  will  rise  or,  this  floor  and  direct 
my  remarks  to  a gentleman  behind  his  back,  or  in 
his  absence.  I look  upon  this  procedure  as  not  in 
accordance  with  what  a gentleman  should  do.  But 


the  letter  of  the  gentleman  is  before  the  public;  my 
statement  is  before  the  public;  the  statement  of  the 
gentleman  is  before  the  public,  and  I will  leave  it  to 
them  to  say  whether  the  letter  does  not  bear  out 
every  thing  I said.  What  did  I say?  I will  read 
an  extract  from  the  gentleman’s  letter,  to  show  how 
fully  it  agrees  with  my  statement.  Mr.  F.  here 
read  the  following  extract: 

“It  has  occurred  to  me  and  other  of  my  political 
friends,  that  such  an  arrangement  could  be  made 
with  you  as  would  justify  the  entire  ivhig parly  ir. 
supporting  you  for  that  office.” 

Now,  what  was  the  arrangement  that  would  justi- 
fy the  entire  whig  party  in  supporting  gen.  Green 
for  that  office?  The  letter  tells.  It  is  this: 

“Now,  what  had  passed  through  ,t*y  mind  was 
simply  this,  that  you  should,  in  the  event  of  your 
election,  offer  Gales  & Seaton  to  share  equally  with 
them,  respectively,  the  profits  of  the  office,  after  al- 
lowing them  a fair  compensation  out,  for  their  per- 
sonal services;  they  to  do  all  the  work  at  their  office, 
and  you  to  be  elected  to  the  station. 

“The  profits  cannot  be  less,  for  the  whole  con- 
gress, than  $’30,000;  this  would  give  you  $10,000, 
you  having  no  trouble  or  responsibility  whatever.” 

That  is  the  consideration,  Mr.  F.  said.  It  is  very 
true  the  gentleman  says  he  “suggests  this  on  his 
own  responsibility;”  but  he  goes  on  to  sav,  “but, 
nevertheless,  I hazard  nothing  in  the  conjecture, 
that,  if  you  are  here,  and  put  in,  the  thing  can  be 
managed  adroitly  enough  to  ensure  success.”  I know' 
not,  said  Mr.  F.  what  thegentleman’s  ideas  of  ethics 
may  be;  he  may  think  there  is  nothing  like  biibery 
in  his  proposition;  but  I leave  it  to  the  house  and  to 
the  world  to  say  whether  its  object  was  not  to  move 
in  a certain  direction,  and  offering  $10,000  to  pro- 
duce a certain  result.  If  it  were  proper  to  refer  lo 
general  Green’s  letter,  it  would  show  that  he  looked 
upon  the  thing  as  pointing  directly  to  certain  gen- 
tlemen in  this  house.  The  gentleman  says  he  spoke 
of  no  voles,  and  alluded  to  no  particular  individual; 
but  was  it  to  be  supposed  that  he  would  come  out 
in  a matter  of  this  kind,  and  name  individuals  occu- 
pying a particular  position  on  this  floor?  The  gen- 
tleman knows  how  to  “manage  such  things  too  adroit- 
ly” to  become  so  very  specific  as  to  name  indivi- 
duals, or  even  to'name  their  party  name  or  designa- 
tion. My  object,  however,  said  Mr.  F.  in  rising, 
is  to  say  that  my  statement  is  before  the  world,  with 
the  letter  ot  the  gentleman  and  his  statement,  and 
let  the  world  judge  how  they  agree  together.  The 
main  leading  object  of  the  gentleman’s  letter  was 
the  offer  of  $10,000,  to  produce  a certain  result.  I 
stated  that  in  so  many  words,  and  the  letter  will 
bear  me  out  in  it. 

Mr.  Mitchell  then  rose  and  said:  Mr.  Speaker,  the 
house  will  bear  me  w itness  lhat  throughout  this  con- 
troversy I have  acted  only  on  the  defensive.  It  has 
not  been  of  my  seeking,  nor  do  I\vish  to  prolong  it. 

In  regard  to  the  absence  of  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  on  yesterday,  when  my  remarks  were 
submitted  to  the  house,  and  the  letter  to  gen.  Green 
read,  of  which  he  seems  to  complain,  1 can  only 
say  that  I was  not  accountable  for  his  not  being  in 
his  seat,  nor  was  I aware  of  his  absence  until  I had 
proceeded  some  time  in  my  remarks. 

I rose,  sir,  to  redeem  the  pledge  I had  given  the 
day  before  to  submit  my  letter  to  general  Green  to 
the  house  immediately  after  I had  received  it.  This 
I did  as  soon  as  the  journal  had  been  read. 

In  regard  to  the  correctness  of  the  statement  given 
by  the  gentleman  of  the  contents  of  my  letter  and 
upon  which  I commented  on  yesterday,  I desire  to 
draw  his  attention  to  this  particular  passage.  I do 
this,  not  for  any  purpose  of  my  own,  but  to  enable 
the  gentleman  to  give  a satisfactory  explanation  of 
it,  inasmuch  as  it  is  totally  at  variance  wilh  the  con- 
tents of  my  letter.  This  is  the  extract  I allude  to, 
and  upon  which  I yesterday  animadverted,  but  not 
in  ar.  offensive  manner:  “The  genlleman  (said  Mr. 
Fisher)  from  New  York  commences  Hie  letter  by 
saying  that  it  had  been  distinctly  ascertained  that 
Messrs.  Gales  & Seaton  could  not  be  elected  public 
printers,  and  that  his  aversion  to  Blair  was  so  great 
i hat  he  was  disposed  to  go  all  lengths  to  defeat  his 
election,  and  that  he  believed  lhat, by  the  acquisition 
of  a few  voles,  general  Green  could  be,  &e.”  Now', 
sir,  there  is  not  a particle  of  this  in  my  letter!  and 
yet  the  gentleman  undertook  to  state  its  contents 
“ distinctly !”  I want  the  ■ gentleman,  for  bis  own 
sake,  not  for  mine,  to  explain  this  unaccountable 
infirmity  of  roeinot3’.  it  seems  to  be  due  to  the 
house,  to  the  country,  and,  above  all,  to  the  gentle- 
man's own  character.  Did  I state  that  I was  “dis- 
posed to  go  all  lengths  to  defeat  Blair,”  as  the  gen- 
tleman alleged?  Sir,  the  direct  contrary.  I stated 
expressly,  distinctly,  emphatically,  to  general  Green, 
that  I did  not  wish  him  to  do  any  tiling  “not  justifi- 
able to  his  conscience  and  to  the  world.”  That  I 
stand  by.  Did  I say  “that  by  the  acquisition  of  a 
few  votes  general  Green  could  be  elected.”  Sir,  I 


said  nothing  of  the  kind,  as  the  letter  sufficiently 
proves. 

There  is  nothing  in  Ihe  character  of  the  gentle- 
man’s remarks  on  the  present  occasion  to  require 
further  leply  or  notice. 

Mr.  Fisher  replied:  In  giving  my  statements,  I 
did  not  pretend  to  give  the  exact  words  in  the  gen- 
tleman’s letter,  nor  did  I pretend  to  give  all  that 
was  in  it.  I forgot  the  most  material  parts  of  it — 

I forgot  all  about  “ adt  oil  management.”  As  to  what 
I said  about  Mr.  Blair,  1 ask  if  the  letter  does  not 
justify  me  in  what  I said.  I will  quote  the  gentle- 
man’s own  w'ords:  “I  ha\^  a strong  desire  to  defeat 
Blair,  and  would  be  glad  to  do  so  in  a way  to  oblige 
you  personally.”  But,  sir,  I have  done  with  the 
subject. 

Mr.  Graves  then  rose  and  said,  with  the  assent  of 
the  gentleman  frogi  Vermont,  who  is  entitled  to  the 
floor,  and  the  permission  of  the  house,  he  desired  to 
submit  a few  remarks  upon  the  subject  of  an  article 
in  the  Globe  of  last  evening,  impugning  the  proprie- 
ty of  his  conduct  in  withdrawing  the  motion  yester- 
day for  the  reconsideration  of  the  vote  laying  the 
pioposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  on  the 
table.  The  following  is  the  article,  to  which  he  re- 
spectfully asked  the  attenlion  of  the  house: 

“In  the  house  the  abolition  discussion  is  continu- 
ed. Mr.  Coles’  resolution,  which  would,  if  passed, 
bave  closed  the  debate,  was  laid  on  the  table.  Mr. 
Graves,  some  days  ago,  moved  a reconsideration; 
this  prevented  Mr.  Thompson,  from  Mississippi, 
from  moving  it.  Mr.  Graves,  to-day,  "having  car- 
ried the  reconsideration,  withdrew  the  molion,  ami 
so  Mr.  Coles’  proposition  was  lost;  it  being  held  that 
it  was  too  late  for  any  other  to  move  the  reconsider- 
ation. This  looks  like  finesse.” 

Here  (said  Mr.  G.)  it  is  asserted  that,  after  my 
motion  was  carried,  I withdrew  it.  This  is  known 
to  be  untrue,  for  there  never  was  a vote  upon  my 
proposition;  and,  if  there  had  been  a vote  carry- 
ing it,  1 would  not  have  the  light  then  to  withdraw 
it. 

But  the  charge  to  which  I have  particularly  risen 
to  ask  the  attention  of  Ihe  house  is,  that  I was  guil- 
ty of  a “finesse,”  and  thereby  virtually  practised  a 
fraud  upon  the  gentleman  fiom  Mississippi  (Mr. 
Thompson)  and  the  house.  If  I had  been  guilty  of 
a finesse  to  deceive  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi, 
(Mr.  Thompson ),  and  had  thus  prevented  him  from 
availing  himself  of  the  opportunity  of  submitting  a 
molion  for  reconsideration,  upon  the  last  day  he 
could  under  the  rules  of  the  house,  make  the  motion, 
it  would  have  been  a fraud  upon  him  and  upon  the 
house,  which  would,  according  to  my  views,  have 
shown  me  unworthy  of  a seat  here.  I never  heard 
that  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi,  or  any  other 
member  here,  had  the  least  idea  of  making  such  a 
molion,  and  hence  I could  not  have  made  the  mo- 
tion I did,  to  prevent  another  from  doing  the  same 
thing. 

Mr.  Graves  continued  at  some  lenglh  to  vindi- 
cate himself  and  was  followed  b}'  Mr.  Boyd,  of 
Kentucky,  Mr.  Stanly,  Mr.  Thompson  of  Missis- 
sippi, and  Mr.  Slade,  on  the  same  subject,  until  past 
3 o’clock,  when  the  house  adjourned. 

Monday,  Jan.  20.  After  a correction  of  the  jour- 
nal, in  which  Mr.  Keim’s  vote  had  been  wiong- 
ly  recorded — 

Mr.  Slade,  who  had  the  floor  from  Saturday,  rose 
and  resumed  his  speech  in  opposition  to  Mr.  IF. 
Thompson’s  resolution  in  regard  to  the  reception  of 
abolition  memorials,  in  which  he  went  at  large  into 
the  general  subject.  He  continued  to  occupy  ihe 
floor  until  a quarter  past  three  o’clock. 

After  Mr.  Slade  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Garland,  of  Virginia,  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  I?.  Garland  asked  Air.  G.  to  give  way,  to 
enable  him  lo  have  read  a proposition  which  he  de- 
sired to  submit  as  an  amendment. 

Mr.  Alford  objected.  He  should  (he  said)  ob- 
ject to  the  introduction  of  all  propositions,  unlil 
such  time  as  every  genlleman  who  might  wish  to 
be  heard  on  tire  proposition  immediately  before  Ihe 
house  had  spoken.  He  was  himself  anxious  to  be 
heard,  and  he  had  given  notice  to  the  house  to  that 
effect  a week  ago.  So  far  as  he  was  concerned,  he 
would  not  submit  to  any  action,  until  tins  proposi- 
tion was  fairly  and  amply  discussed. 

Mr.  R.  Garland  said  he  did  not  wish  to  offer  Hie 
proposition  at  this  time;  he  merely  wished  it  might 
be  read. 

Mr.  Garland,  of  Va.  expressed  his  willingness 
to  bring  the  proposition  to  the  notice  of  the  house, 
in  behalf  of  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana. 

Mr.  A ford  said  he  should  object. 

The  reading  of  Mr.  Rice  Garland's  proposition 
was  here  called  for. 

Mr.  Alford  objected. 

Some  conversation  ensued,  when  Mr.  Garland, 
of  Ya.  yielded  the  floor  to  Mr.  Black,  who  moved 
an  adjournment. 
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The  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  and  ordered, 
and  being  taken  were,  in  favor  of  (lie  motion  55, 
against  it  52.  So  the  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday  Jan.  21.  Mr.  Garland,  of  Virginia,  who 
was  entitled  to  the  floor,  rose  to  address  the  house 
on  the  subject  of  Mr.  \V.  Thompson’s  resolution  in 
regard  to  the  reception  of  abolition  petitions,  me- 
morials, &c. 

When  Mr.  TV.  C.  Johnson  requested  Mr.  G.  to 
yield  the  floor  for  a moment  to  enable  him  to  offer 
the  following  resolution;  which  was  read  for  infor- 
mation: 

Resolved.  That  the  clerk  inform  the  mayor  of  Wash- 
ington that  he  have  leave  lo  take  from  the  surplus  wood 
belonging  to  this  house,  40  cords,  if  so  much  be  neces- 
sary, for  the  immediate  distribution  among  the  suffer- 
ing poor  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Garland  expressed  his  entire  willingness  to 
yield  the  floor,  provided  it  was  generally  understood 
that  he  should  pioceedso  soon  as  the  resolution  was 
disposed  of. 

Mr.  Griffin  objected  to  the  introduction  of  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson  indicated  that  he  would  move 
a suspension  of  the  rule,  provided  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Garland),  would  yield  the 
floor  for  that  purpose.  A resolution  of  a similar 
character  had  been  repeatedly  adopted. 

Mr.  Garland  inquired  of  the  chair  whether,  if 
he  yielded  the  floor,  it  would  be  understood  that  he 
should  proceed  in  his  remarks  after  the  motion  had 
been  disposed  of? 

The  speaker  said  there  could  be  no  such  under- 
standing. If  the  gentleman  yielded  the  floor,  he 
might  be  permitted  to  resume  it  again  by  general 
consent. 

So  Mr.  G.  did  not  yield, 

Mr.  Pope  asked  Mr.  Garland  to  yield  the  floor 
for  the  purpose  of  enabling  him  to  lay  on  the  table, 
with  a view  to  have  printed,  a report  on  the  sub- 
ject o(  the  disputed  boundary  of  Iowa. 

Several  objections  were  made — mingled  with 
cries  of  “it  is  of  no  use — there  is  no  one  to  print 
it.” 

A similar  application  was  made  by  Mr.  Proffit, 
for  the  purpose  of  enabling  him  to  introduce  a re- 
solution which  he,  (Mr.  P.)  deemed  of  great  im- 
portance, as  calling  for  imformation  which  the 
country — the  whole  country  demanded.  Mr.  P. 
said  that  if  the  introduction  of  the  resolution  gave 
rise  to  one  word  ot  debate — if  a single  objection 
was  made — he  would  consider  it  his  duty,  in  return 
for  the  courtesy  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  to 
withdraw  the  resolution,  giving  notice,  however, 
that  upon  the  first  opportunity,  the  subject  should 
be  brought  before  the  house. 

Mr.  Garland  having  yielded  the  floor,  Mr.  Proffit 
read  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed  to 
inform  this  house,  at  his  earliest  convenience,  whether 
he  has  or  has  not  ordered  or  authorised  t'  e use  olhlood- 
liounds  iu  the  war  with  the  Indians  in  Florida;  also,  if 
such  order  or  authority  has  been  given,  whether  any 
importation  of  blood  hounds  has  been  ordered,  and  from 
what  country;  also  the  name  of  the  agent  employed  to 
urchase  and  select  such  bloodhounds;  also,  the  num- 
er  of  bloodhounds  ordered;  also,  whether  any  blood- 
hounds have  actually  arrived;  and  also,  if  the  use  of 
bloodhounds  is  determined  on,  the  secretaiy  of  war  is 
further  directed  to  slate  the  name  of  the  officer  in  the 
American  army  under  whose  immediate  charge  and 
command  said  bloodhounds  are  to  be  used. 

After  the  resolution  was  read,  some  member  mak- 
ing objection  to  its  introduction,  Mr.  Profit  with- 
drew it. 

Mr.  Garland  then  proceeded  in  his  remarks,  and 
addressed  the  house  until  half  past  one  o'clock. 

Mr.  Buller,  of  S.  C.  lollowed  in  some  remarks, 
in  the  course  of  which  he  vindicated  the  admi- 
nistration and  the  administration  parly  generally 
"from  the  imputation  ot  favoring  the  doctrines  of 
abolition,  the  advocacy  of  which,  he  contended,  was 
one  of  the  characteristics  of  the  whig  party  of  the 
present  day.  Mr.  B.  was  once  or  twice  called  to 
order  by  the  chair,  hut  proceeded  with  his  remarks, 
in  obedience  to  a call  from  several  parts  of  the  house 
that  he  should  do  so. 

Mr.  Dromgoole  rose,  he  said,  for  the  purpose  of 
bri  nging  this  debate  to  a close.  He  would  not  un- 
dertake to  reply  to  remarks  that  had  been  made  by 
other  gentlemen,  because,  from  the  motion  he  was 
about  to  submit,  he  did  not  consider  himself  at  li- 
berty to  take  part  in  the  discussion,  either  on  the 
one  side  or  the  other.  The  simple  question  to  be 
decided  was,  whether  the  house  would  adopt  a 
standing  rule  in  regard  tu,  certain  classes  of  peti- 
tions which, as  experience  had  shown,  were  crowd- 
ing in  upon  them,  and  in  relation  to  which  the 
house  inu3t  have  some  standing  regulation.  Four 
years’  experience  had  shown  that  the  only  practica- 
ble inode  of  quietly  disposing  of  these  petitions  was 
to  permit  them  to  be  presented  by  the  gentlemen 


who  might  hold  (hem,  and  then  quietly  to  consign 
them  lo  the  table.  He  had  risen,  therefore,  for  t he 
purpose  ©I  moving  an  amendment  to  the  pending 
proposition,  which  would  conform  to  the  previous 
practice  of  the  house.  Intending  as  he  did,  to  put 
an  end  to  the  discussion  by  moving  the  previous 
question,  he  would  not  go  into  the  discussion,  as  it 
might  have  the  appearance  of  presenting  him  in  the 
light  of  doing  an  unfair  thing  by  preventing  reply. 
He  moved  to  amend  Mr.  IV.  Thompson's  resolution 
by  striking  out  all  after  the  words  “of  any,”  in  the 
first  line,  and  inserting — 

“Petitions,  memorials,  remonstrances,  addresses, 
resolutions,  propositions,  or  papers  of  any  descrip- 
tion, touching  the  abolition  of  slavery  or  the  slave 
trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  in  the  territories 
of  the  United  States,  or  iu  any  state  of  this  union, 
or  the  transportation  .of  slaves  from  any  slate,  dis- 
trict or  territory  of  the  United  States,  to  any  other 
slate,  district  or  territory,  or  relating  in  whole,  or 
in  part,  in  any  way,  or  to  any  extent  whatsoever,  to 
these  subjects,  shall  be  laid  upon  the  table  without 
a question,  and  without  action  or  debate,  and  the 
same  shall  not  be  printed.” 

Mr.  D.  made  a few  further  remarks  in  support  of 
his  amentmen';  when 

Mr.  Mums  rose  to  make  an  inquiry  from  the 
chair  oil  a point  of  order,  but  the  reporter  could  not 
hear  it. 

Mr.  Dromgoole  then  moved  the  previous  question. 

Some  discussion  followed  on  a point  of  order. 

After  which,  Mr.  Dromgoole’s  amendment  was 
propounded  to  the  house:  when 

Mr.  Briggs  contended  that,  as  this  amendment 
proposed  the  same  disposition  of  abolition  memo- 
rials, &tc.  as  was  proposed  by  the  resolution  offered 
a few  days  since  by  Mr.  Coles,  of  Virginia,  and 
which  had  been  laid  on  the  table,  it  could  not  be 
iri  order. 

Both  the  resolutions  were  read,  and  the  point  of 
order  debated  for  an  hour,  when  the  chair  decided 
the  amendment  of  Mr.  Dromgoole  to  be  out  of  or- 
der. 

From  this  decision  Mr.  Dromgoole  took  an  sppeal; 
but  the  decision  of  the  chair  was  affiimed  by  the 
house — yeas  120,  nays  64. 

A contest  now  took  place  for  the  floor;  Mr.  Black 
claiming  it  to  offer  a short  amendment  declaring  that 
abolition  memorials  should  not  be  received. 

Mr.  Dromgoole  finally  obtained  it  to  speak  to  the 
original  resolution,  (Mr.  Thompson’s):  whereupon 
after  remarking  upon  the  length  and  unprofitableness 
of  (he  debate,  he  moved  the  previous  question. 

Strong  appeals  were  made  to  him  by  Messrs.  W. 
Cost  Johnson  ar.d  Dawson  to  withdraw  it,  and  he 
asked  leave  to  explain;  but  the  house  refusing,  he 
adhered  to  his  motion. 

Mr.  Hoffman  then  moved  a call  of  the  house; 
which  motion  prevailing,  the  house  was  called  ac- 
cordingly. The  doors  w ere  closed,  and  the  absen- 
tees called;  when  the  call  was  suspended. 

Mr.  W.  Thompson’s  amendment  having  been  read 
the  chair  inquired  whether  Mr.  Dromgoole' s call  for 
the  previous  question  was  seconded? 

Mr.  Howard,  of  Indiana  inquired  whether  it  would 
be  in  order  to  move  to  lay  the  resolution  of  Mr„ 
Thompson  on  the  table? 

The  chair  replying  in  the  affirmative,  he  said 
that  he  should  not  make  the  motion  till  he  had  stated 
his  reasons;  but  the  house  refusing  leave. 

The  question  was  put  on  seconding  the  call  for 
the  previous  question,  and  decided,  by  tellers,  in  the 
negative.  Ayes  98,  noes  99. 

Mr.  Adams  thereupon  offered  the  following 
amendment: 

Resolved,  That  the  following  be  added  to  the  stand- 
ing rules  of  die  house,  to  be  numbered  the  21st: 

“Every  petition  presented  by  the  speaker,  or  by  any 
member  with  a brief  verbal  statement  of  its  contenls, 
shall  be  received  unless  objection  be  made  toils  recep- 
tion for  special  reason;  and  whenever  objection  shall  be 
made  to  the  receplion  of  petition,  the  name  of  the  mem- 
ber objecting,  and  the  reason  of  the  objection,  shall  be 
entered  upon  the  journal.  The  question  in  every  such 
case  shall  be,  “ Shall  the  petition  he  rejected?  and  no  pe- 
tion  shall  be  rejected  but  by  a majority  of  the  members 
present.” 

He  said  that  the  proposition  was  general  in  its 
character,  not  referring  to  abolition  petitions  more 
than  to  all  others.  It  proposed  that  none  should  be 
rejected  but  by  a majority,  and  for  reasons  assigned. 
It  admitted  the  principle  that  the  house  might  re- 
ject a memorial;  but  insisted  that  the  name  of  the 
person  objecting  should  be  recorded,  and  the  rea- 
sons for  the  rejection  given. 

He  therefore  moved  an  adjournment. 

And  the  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  Jan.  22.  Mr.  Jones,  from  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means,  reported  the  military 
appropriation  bill  for  the  year  1840;  which,  with 
certain  documents  and  estimates  accompanying  it, 
was  laid  upon  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  R.  Garland  asked  how  the  punting  was  to  be 
done,  no  printer  having  been  appointed,  and  the  re- 
solution authorising  the  clerk  to  have  the  printing 
done  having  expired? 

Mr.  Jones  said  all  he  had  moved  was  the  order  to 
print.  But  he  would  further  ask  leave  to  introduce 
a resolution  empowering  the  clerk  of  the  house  for 
ten  days  longer  to  get  the  printing  of  the  house 
done  under  the  resolution  of  1819.  He  said  that 
(he  public  service  imperiously  required  that  some 
such  order  be  passed.  It  was  now  impossible  for 
the  members  of  the  house  to  inform  themselves  as 
to  measures  of  the  most  vital  importance.  The  ac- 
tion of  congress  on  some  of  the  bills,  already  re- 
ported, was  necessary  before  the  1st  of  March;  and 
unless  tile  hills  and  explanatory  documents  accom- 
panying them  wrere  printed,  how  could  members 
inform  themselves  so  as  lo  be  prepared  to  vote  un- 
dcrstandingly  in  regard  to  them? 

The  chair  said  the  resolution  could  be  offered 
only  by  general  consent. 

Mr.  R.  Garland  objected. 

Mr.  W.  Cost  Johnson  requested  Mr.  Jones  to  mo- 
dify his  resolution  so  as  to  confine  it  to  bills  and  do- 
cuments which  had  thus  far  been  reported. 

To  this  Mr.  Jones  assented. 

Mr.  R.  Garland  said  he  must  still  object,  unless 
the  gentleman  would  further  modify  his  resolution 
so  as  to  require  the  clerk  to  get  this  printing  done 
on  the  best  terms  which  could  be  obtained  in  the 
district. 

Mr.  Jones  said  he  saw  it  was  impossible  for  him 
to  shape  his  resolution  so  as  to  please  every  body; 
he  had  already  yielded  with  a view  to  meet  the 
wishes  of  gentlemen,  but  he  could  go  no  further. 

Mr.  R.  Garland.  Then  I object. 

Mr.  Jones.  I must  then  move  that  the  rule  be 
suspended  to  allow  me  to  move  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Briggs,  of  Massachusetts,  thought  it  would 
be  better  to  reconsider  the  order  to  print,  and  modi- 
fy the  order  as  now  proposed  by  the  mover:  then  a 
vote  of  a simple  majority  would  be  sufficient,  where- 
as the  rules  could  not  be  suspended  but  by  a vote  of 
two-thirds.  He  moved  a reconsideration. 

Mr.  R.  Garland  said  he  hoped  the  house  would 
not  reconsider;  he  should  give  his  vote  against  it. 
Instead  of  the  house  appointing  a printer,  or  taking 
up  the  resolution  which  had  been  moved  as  to  a 
more  economical  mode  of  having  the  printing  done, 
it  was  attempted,  by  a roundabout  process,  to  let 
the  clerk,  in  effect,  appoint  the  printer  to  this  house. 
Every  body  knew  who  would  get  the  printing  if  the 
clerk  had  any  control  in  the  mattei;  and  the  practi- 
cal effect  of  ordering  him  to  get  it  done  was  to  al- 
low him  to  appoint  the  public  printer.  To  this  Mr. 
G.  was  utterly  opposed.  If  the  resolution  should 
be  so  modified  as  the  require  the  printing  to  be  done 
on  the  best  terms,  lie  should  vote  for  if;  otherwise 
he  should  continue  his  objection  to  its  introduction. 

Mr.  Briggs  now  withdrew  his  motion  to  recon- 
sider. 

Mr.  Adams,  who  had  been  entitled  to  the  floor, 
having  yielded  it  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Jones,  sc  id 
lie  had  done  so  only  that  an  appropriation  bill  might 
be  reported;  but  as  a new  subject  was  introduced, 
a debate  on  which  might  occupy  the  day,  he  claim- 
ed his  right  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  Sergeant  wished  him  to  waive  his  right 
long  enough  lo  allow  Mr.  S.  to  report  a bill  supple- 
mentary to  the  census  bill. 

Mr.  Petrikin  objecting  to  this — 

Mr.  Adams  insisted  on  the  floor,  and  thereupon 
proceeded  to  address  the  house  at  length  in  support 
of  the  resolution,  moved  by  him  yesterday, ■ to 
amend  the  standing  rules  of  the  house. 

Mr.  A.  continued  to  speak  until  a few  minutes 
past  two  o’clock,  and  when  he  concluded. 

The  speaker  gave  the  floor  to  Mr.  Alford,  of  Geor- 
gia. 

Some  struggle  ensued  as  to  that  right;  after  which, 

Mr  .Alford  proceeded  and  addressed  the  house 
until  past  three  o’clock. 

Mr.  Hunt,  of  New  York  then  obtained  the  floor; 
but  appealed  to  the  house,  on  the  ground  of  bodily 
indisposition,  to  extend  to  him  the  indulgence  which 
had  been  granted  to  oilier  gentlemen,  by  adjourn- 
ment. 

And  Mr.  H.  having  submitted  that  motion,  the 
yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  were: 
yeas  85,  nays  94. 

So  the  house  refused  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Hunt  again  took  the  floor,  and  was  proceed- 
ing to  address  the  house — 

When  Mr.  Monroe  .rose  and  said  he  was  sure  the 
house  could  not  have  heard  the  reason  which  his  col- 
league had  assigned  for  the  motion  he  had  made,  or 
that  the)-  would  have  accorded  the  indulgence  which 
was  asked.  He  moved  that  the  house  do  now  ad- 
journ. 

Which  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  house  ad- 
journed. 
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Alabama.  By  a ]a:e  report  of,  bank  commissioners 
of  the  state  o!- Alabama,  it  has  been  shown  that  the 
aggregate  loss  by  insolvencies  and  the  defalcation  ot 
one  of  ihe  agents  of  tile  bank  of  England  falls  but  little 
short  office  millions  divided  as  follows: 

§1,000,000,  sunk  or  supposed  to  be  lost  at  the  Decatur 
branch, 

1,000  000,  at  the  mother  bank,  Tuscaloosa, 

2,000,000,  at  the  Mobile  branch, 

500.000,  at  the  Motgomery  branch, 

50,000,  at  the  Huntsville  branch, 

300.000,  estimated  deficit  of  European  agent, 


§4.850,000  squandered,  according  to  all  accounts,  in 
every  direction,  and  never  more  to  be  returned  to  the 
public  coffers! 

Army.  One  hundred  and  sixty  LTnited  States  re- 
cruits, under  the  command  of  lieutenants  May  and 
Merril  of  the  2d  dragoons,  sailed  yesterday  on  board 
the  brig  Saratoga,  for  Florida. 

The  Amistad  case.  Judge  Judson  has,  at  length,  de- 
cided on  the  case  of  the  blacks  of  the  Amistad,  who 
murdered  the  captain  and  other  persons  on  board  the 
schooner.  He  sets  them  free.  Had  they  been  whites 
they  would  have  been  tried  and  executed  as  pirates. — 
The  following  are  the  grounds  of  the  decision: 

1.  That  the  district  court  for  Connecticut  has  juris- 
diction, the  schooner  having  been  taken  possession  of, 
in  a legal  sense,  on  the  “high  seas.’’ 

2.  That  the  libel  of  Thomas  R.  Gedney  and  others, 
is  properly  filed  in  the  district  court  of  Connecticut. 

3.  That  the  seizers  are  entitled  to  salvage,  and  an 
appriseinent  will  be  ordered,  and  one-third  of  that 
amount  and  cost  will  be  decreed  just  and  reasonable. 

4.  That  Green  and  Fordham  of  Sag  Harbor,  who 
claim  to  have  taken  original  possession  of  the  vessel 
and  cargo,  cannot  sustain  their  claim,  and  therefore 
their  libel  is  dismissed. 

5.  That  Ruiz  and  Montez,  through  the  Spanish 
minister,  have  established  no  title  to  the  Africans,  as 
they  are  undoubtedly  Bozal  negroes,  or  negroes  re- 
cently imported  from  Africa,  in  violation  of  the  laws 
of  Spain. 

6.  That  the  demand  of  restoration,  to  have  the  ques- 
tion tried  in  Cuba,  made  by  the  Spanish  minister,  can- 
not be  complied  with,  as  by  their  own  laws  it  is  cer- 
tain they  cannot  enslave  these  Africans,  and  therefore 
cannot  properly  demand  them  for  trial. 

7.  That  Antonia,  being  a Creole,  and  legally  a slave, 
and  expressing  a strong  wish  to  be  returned  to  Ha- 
vana, a restoration  will  be  decreed  under  the  treaty 
of  1795. 

8.  That  these  Africans  be  delivered  to  the  president 
of  the  United  States,  under  the  2d  sec.  of  the  act  of 
March  3,  1319,  still  in  force,  to  be  transported  to  Af- 
rica, there  to  be  delivered  to  the  agent  appointed  to  re- 
ceive and  conduct  them  home.  [Journal  of  Com. 


Banks.  The  Agricultural  bank  of  Mississippi  placed 
in  the  hands  of  the  United  States  district  attnrney, 
promissory  notes  to  the  amount  of  one  million  of  dollars 
to  secure  the  government  debt  of  §570,000. 

A bill  authorising  the  Illinois  state  bank  to  renew  its 
notes,  was  introduced  and  debated  in  the  Illinois  legis- 
lature on  the  19th  ult.  The  sixty  days  would  expire  on 
the  20th,  and  its  charter  be  forfeited.  The  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading,  and  its 
passage  was  considered  certain.  It  was  not,  however, 
considered  a certain  index  of  their  final  action  on  the 
bank  question. 

Condensed  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  banks 
of  South  Carolina,  as  returned  to  his  excellency  the  go- 
vernor, November,  1839..  . 

Liabilities. 


Capital, 
Circulation, 

Deposj  tes, 

Due  banks, 

Due  state  treasury, 
Profits, 

Loans, 

Stocks, 

Real  estate, 

Specie, 


1 1,59S,491  71 
4,041.723  17 
2,277.260  12 
25,603  89 
2 763.974  47 
1,197,335  03 
Assets. 

18,053.374  13 
1,682.713  67 
307,206  93 
1,855,513  53 


21,903,838  39 


21,903,338  39 


Bloodhounds  in  Florida.  The  Quincy  (Florida)  Sen- 
tinel of  the  10th  inst.  states  that  col.  Fitzpatrick  had 
arrived  from  Cuba,  with  thirty  or  forty  bloodhounds, 
and  that  they  had  been  placed  under  the  command  of 
maj.  Bailey  and  capt.  Collins. 

The  same  paper  states  that  gov.  Reid,  the  newly  ap- 
pointed governor  of  the  territory,  arrived  at  Tailahassee 
on  the  4th  inst.  escorted  by  a company  of  U.  S.  dra- 
goons. He  was  received  with  military  honors,  and 
ccr iially  welcomed  by  many  of  the  citizens  of  that  city. 


Crop  of  Jamaica.  The  Jamaica  Royal  Gazette 
of  the  21st  ult.  estimates  the  deficiency  in  the  crop 
of  the  island,  at  one-third  the  exports  of  last  year. 
The  falling  off,  as  shown  by  official  returns,  has 
been  on  the  following  articles:  On  sugar,  to  the 

amount  of  18,135  hhds.  3,070  tierces,  and  1,510 
barrels; — on  rum,  9,826  puncheons,  165  hhds.  and 
396  casks;  on  coffee,  4(897,974  lbs.  and  on  ginger, 
1,542  casks,  and  1,062  bags.  These  deficiencies, 
it  is  stated,  have  resulted  from  the  want  of  labor 
(not  laborers)  to  take  off  the  crops.  The  seasons 
have  been  favorable  and  reductions  abundant. 


The  Cherokees.  The  New  Orleans  papers  contain 
accounts  from  the  Cherokee  country,  but  to  tell  the 
truth  we  cannot  say  from  reading  them  whether  the 
late  disturbances  between  the  Ross  and  Ridge  parties 
are  entirely  quieted  or  not.  Gen.  Arbuckle,  however, 
is  prepared  at  any  moment  to  protect  the  frontier. — 
A letter  from  West  Arkansas,  published  in  the  Pica- 
yune says: 

Four  of  the  supposed  murderers  of  the  Ridges,  Bou- 
dinot  and  the  Wright  family,  have  been  arrested  by 
orders  of  gen.  Arbuckle  and  were  sent  into  Port  Smith 
to  be  delivered  over  to  the  U.  S.  marshal  of  the  state  of 
Arkansas.  The  last  sent  in,  and  the  most  ruffianly 
looking  desperado  I ever  saw,  was  one  Nicholas,  who 
was  arrested  by  lieut.  Porter  of  the  dragoons,  and  by 
him  placed  in  the  custody  of  maj.  Elias  Rector,  U.  S- 
marshal.  The  testimony  against  him  is  almost  posi- 
tive. All  four  are  now  on  their  way  to  Little  Rock,  to 
be  tried  by  the  laws  of  Arkansas. 

Emigrants  for  Africa.  One  hundred  and  fifteen 
emigrants,  from  Kentucky,  Virginia,  &c.  we  are  in- 
formed are  now  waiting  at  Norfolk,  Va.  to  embark  for 
the  American  colony  at  Liberia  as  soon  as  a ship  can 
be  provided  to  take  them.  The  greater  part  of  these 
emigrants  having  been  but  recently  emancipated,  by 
will  and  otherwise,  are  in  a destitute  condition.  This 
has  devolved  an  additional  and  rather  an  unexpected 
expense  on  the  Colonization  society.  [IVaf.  Ini. 

Electricity.  In  a lecture  at  Taunton,  England,  Mr. 
A.  Crosse  illuminated  400  feet  of  iron  chain,  hung  in 
festoons  about  the  room;  the  whole  extent  being  bril- 
liantly lighted  at  the  same  instant,  by  the  passage 
through  it  of  the  spark  from  the  battery,  and  several 
feet  of  wire  were  melted.  Mr.  Crosse  gave  the  results 
of  many  experiments  on  thunder  clouds,  and  mists. 
By  means  of  a wire  apparatus  suspended  in  his  park, 
he  had  discovered  that  a driving  fog  sweeps  in  masses, 
alternately,  negatively,  and  positively  electrified;  and 
one,  the  accumulation  of  the  electric  fluid  in  a fog  was 
so  great,  that  there  was  an  incessant  stream  from  his 
conductor,  of  sparks,  each  one  of  which  would  have 
struck  an  elephant  dead. 

French  navy.  The  French  annual  report  from 
the  navy  departments  are  published  in  the  London 
papers,  and  occasions  much  comment.  The  force 
afloat  consists  of  130  vessels  and  20,493  men,  as 
follows: 

Sailing  vessels  of  war. 

8 Ships  of  the  line, 

12  Frigates, 

10  Corvettes  of  war, 

6 Corvettes  avisos  of  18  guns, 

14  Brigs,  of  from  16  to  20~guns, 

5 Cannoneer  brigs,  of  8 guns, 

10  Brigs  avisos  of  10  guns, 

13  Goelettes,  cutters,  &c.  ol  from  6 to  8 guns, 

12  Flotilla  vessels. 

Sailing  vessels  of  burden. 

8 Corvettes  of  burden, 

12  Gabarrcs. 

Sleam  vessels. 

3 of  220  horse  power, 

14  of  150  horse  power, 

3 of  120  horse  power. 

The  whole  naval  force  of  (he  kingdom  is  forty  ships 
of  the  line,  fifty  frigates,  forty  steam  vessels,  and 
one  hundred  and  eighty  of  inferior  rank. 

Georgi/t.  The  number  of  acres  of  land  in  the  state 
of  Georgia,  we  learn  from  the  documents  accompany- 
ing the  report  of  Messrs.  Berrien,  Chappell  and  Holt, 
is  35.515  526,  of  which  Muscogee  county  contains 
291,903  acres,  Stewart  482,170,  Talbot  331  468,  Troup 
230,000,  Harris  297,630,  Meriwether  335,885,  Marion 
350,562,  Sumter  369,857,  Randolph  519  963,  Decatur 
707,609  and  Upson  184,530. 

Indiana.  The  democratic  state  convention  of  Indi- 
ana met  at  Indianapolis  on  the  8:h  of  January;  six 
hundred  delegates  were  present.  Tilghman  A.  flow- 
ard  was  nominated  for  governor,  and  B.  F.  Finley  for 
lieutenant  governor. 

Latest  from.  South  America.  The  brig  Leander, 
al  New  Orleans  on  the  26th  nil.  in  forty-two  days 
from  Rio  Janeiro  brings  the  following  particulars 
of  the  state  of  things  in  the  Brazils.  In  Rio  Grande 
the  rebels  had  been  repeatedly  beaten  by  the  impe- 
rial troops,  and  it  was  thought  the}-  would  soon  be 
forced  to  submit.  In  the  northern,  or  cotton  grow- 
ing provinces,  order  was  about  to  he  restored.  The 
city  of  Canais  had  been  retaken  from  the' rebeL. 
The  occupation  ot  Oyapocko  by  the  French,  had 
made  quite  a sensation  at  the  court  of  Rio  Janeiro, 
and  it  was  said  the  imperial  government  was  deter- 
mined to  resist  3uch  an  usurpation  of  the  Brazilian 
teiritory. 

Massachusetts.  Marcus  Morton  is  declared  the  go- 
vernor elect  of  this  state,  boih  houses  of  the  legislature 
having,  on  Thursday,  accepted,  the  report  of  the  com 
mittee  on  counting  the  votes,  which  gave  him  the  ex- 
act number  of  votes  requisite  for  an  election. 

Of  lieutenant  governor,  there  was  no  choice.  Ac- 
cordingly, Friday  was  set  apart  for  choosing  a lieuten- 
ant governor. 


On  Friday  the  house  of  representatives  having  pre- 
sented to  the  senate  the  names  of  W.  Hull,  whig,  and 
Nathan  Wifi-,  administration,  for  the  office  of  leutenant 
governor,  the  senate  chose  Mr.  Hull — 22  to  13. 

Mortis  mullicaulis  case.  We  have  learned  that  many 
purchasers  of  mulberry  trees  in  Delaware  and  else- 
where, who  gave  notes  of  hand  payable  at  a future  day, 
have  resolved  to  contest  them,  and  refuse  payment  un- 
til compelled  bylaw.  We  lately  noticed  a trial  on  a 
note  of  the  above  description,  in  one  of  the  courts,- in 
which  judgment  was  given  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff- 
confirming  the  obligatory  force  of  the  note. 

[Village  Record. 

Pittsburg.  W.  W.  Irwin,  the  whig  candidate  for 
mayor  of  the  city  of  Pitisburg,  has  been  elected  by  a 
large  majority.  The  whig  councilmen,  it  is  said, 'are 
all  elected. 


Philadelphia.  The  following  table  shows  the  amount 
of  taxes  levied  in  this  city  for  the  support  of  the  poor 
for  a series  of  years: 


In  1826, 
1827, 
1328, 

1829, 

1830, 

1331, 

1332, 

1833, 

1834, 

1835, 

1836, 
1337, 
1838, 


§89.973  03 
. 89.455  22 
89.700  00 
. 88.508  69 
80,560  74 
. 91,827  66 
139,871  75 
138,856  63 
138,747  84 
141.306  85 
133  253  22 
156  683  92 
170.000  00 
[North  American. 


Receipe — new  method  of  cleaning  glass.  Reduce  to  a 
very  fine  powder,  a piece  of  indigo,  moisten  a rap.  ap- 
ply it  to  the  powder,  and  smear  the  glass  with  it.  Wipe 
it  well  with  a dry  cloth. 

Slavery  in  Columbia.  One  of  Ihe  first  acts  of  Bo- 
livar, after,  he  took  partin  the  revolution  which 
freed  his  native  country  from  the  yoke  of  despo- 
tism, was  to  liberate  alFliis  slaves,  thereby  setting 
an  example  to  his  fellow  citizens  to  free  the  country 
from  every  kind  of  oppression. 

In  the  year  1822  he  passed  a law  declaring  that 
every  child  born  of  slave  parents  from  that  date, 
should  be  deemed  to  be  free;  but  that  they  should 
serve  the  owners  of  their  parents  until  they  attain- 
ed the  age  of  2L  years,  as  free  apprentices.  Con- 
sequently there  are  no  slaves  at  present  under  18 
years  of  age  in  that  country.  Slavery  will  thus 
graduallv  and  quickly  expire,  without  injury  to  the 
slaveholder.  Had  the  British  government  adopled 
thiswise  policy,  it  would  have  rendered  entire  satis- 
faction to  the  planter;  the  government  would  have 
saved  their  £20,000.00,0,  and  the  slaves  would  have 
been  contented  and  happy  to  know  their  children 
were  born  free.  [Jour,  of  Com. 

Seamen  registered.  The  number  of  seamen  regis- 
tered in  norts  of  the  United  Slates,  for  1839,  the  year 
ending  30:h  cf  September,  was  7,678.  Of  this  num- 
ber 3,085  were  registered  in  Massachusetts,  1,241  in 
New  York,  1,603  in  Maine,  640  in  Pennsylvania,  301 
in  Maryland,  279  in  Louisiana,  240  in  Rhode  Island, 
192  in  Connecticut,  151  in  New  Hampshire,  the  re- 
mainder in  other  states. 

V.  S.  frigate  United  States.  The  following  are  the 
dimensions  of  the  Francis  life  boat  put  on  board  the 
frigate  United  States  a few  days  since: — length  31  feet: 
beam  7 ft.  6 in.  depth  3 ft.  6 in.;  sustaining  power 
6,837  lbs.  with  bottom  open;  weight  of  life  boat  2,000 
lbs.  Her  cylinders,  are  copper,  and  coniain  106  cubic 
feet,  they  are  in  short  sections  called  “short  cylinders,” 
which  will  prevent  the  whole  power  being  destroyed  if 
a shot  passes  through  her,  as  one  small  section  ort  each 
side  only  would  be  injured,  leaving  sufficient  power  to 
sustain  the  boat  and  men. 

She  is  built  of  oak,  and  fastened  together  with  4,440 
copper  rivits,  and  bound  with  copper  at  bow  and  stern 
—has  no  paint,  except  on  the  covering  of  the  cylinders, 
and  is  polished  on  the  wood  outside  and  inside.  She 
rows  with  14  oars  in  the  new  patent  rowlocks,  with 
strong  brass  plates  on  the  gunwale.  She  is  built  with 
all  the  late  improvements,  and  has  the  reversed  bottom, 
and,  ns  an  evidence  that  the  new  model  will  row  fast, 
(contrary  to  the  opinion  of  some).  She  left  Castle 
Garden  with  12  oarsmen  in  a heavy  sea,  head  tide  and 
strong  head  wind,  in  company  with  a cutter,  belonging 
to  the  frigate,  and  beat  her  more  than  one-half  the" dis- 
tance to  the  navy  yard. 

The  life  boats  built  for  the  Grampus  and  Enterprise 
are  smooth  seam,  strong  built,  and  of  smaller  dimen- 
sions. 

Those  ordered  by  commodore  Moore  for  the  Texas 
navy,  are  of  the  whale  boat  form,  but  with  reversed 
bottoms,  and  containing  all  the  latest  improvements. 

Weather — tolerably  cold.  Friday  last,  17th,  was  the 
coldest  day  this  winter.  The  Albany  Argus  of  Satur- 
day thus  states  the  range  of  the  thermometer  at  the 
places  named,  at  6 A.  M. 

Manor  house,  30  deg.  below  zero. 

S.  S.  Fowler's  bath,  23  “ 

Nis-kayurta  Shaker  village,  at  4 A. 

M.  31  •• 
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FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 

LATEST  FROM  EUROPE. 

The  packet  ship  Garrick  has  arrived  at  New  York, 
bringing  London  dates  to  the  13th  ult.  and  Liver- 
pool to  the  14th.  By  the  Burgundy,  Havre  dates 
of  the  16th  and  Paris  of  15th  were  also  received. 

They  contain  no  news  of  any  moment,  but  a de- 
cline in  cotton.  We  give  below  an  abstract  from 
the  contents  of  the  evening  edition  of  the  Journal  ol 
Commerce. 

Cotton  is  a little  lower,  but  in  other  respects  the 
news  is  favorable. 

U.  S.  bank  shares  were  quoted  by  the  London 
Sun,  December  13ih,  at  £18.  Our  Manchester 
correspondent  says  £ 18  5s. 

The  French  in  Alrica  were  hard  pressed  by  Abtlel- 
Kader,  and  had  mostly  retired  into  Algiers,  where 
they  expected  to  be  attacked  by  25,00U  Arabs.  The 
French  would,  however,  soon  receive  reinforce- 
ments which  would  enable  them  to  assume  the  of- 
fensive. The  camps  had  been  abandoned  by  the 
French  troops,  only  a few  fortified  positions  being 
maintained.  The  farm  houses  on  the  plain  had  all 
been  destroyed  by  the  Arabs. 

A repeal  or  revision  of  the  corn  laws  will,  it  is 
said,  be  advocated  by  the  ministers.  A fixed  duty 
of  10s.  will  it  is  thought  be  fixed  upon. 

The  queen  of  Spain  has  dismissed  all  her  mi- 
nisters and  appointed  others  more  liberally  dispos- 
ed towards  England  and  her  claim. 

The  bonds  ot  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  is- 
sued in  consequence  of  the  new  loan  of  £500,000, 
are  made  payable  at  the  banking  houses  of  the 
Messrs.  Rothschild  in  London  and  Paris.  They 
bear  an  interest  of  C per  cent,  per  annum,  and  are 
payable  one-half  in  October  1S41,  and  the  other  in 
October,  1842.  The  subscription  price  is  92  per 
cent,  payable  22  per  cent,  on  subscription,  35  per 
cent,  on  the  15th  January,  and  35  per  cent,  on  the 
12th  of  February.  It  is  stated  that  portion  allotted 
to  France  will  be  readily  taken  there,  and  will  tend 
to  improve  the  exchanges. 

The  king  of  Denmark  i3  dead. 

The  French  journals  assert  that  the  new  war  in 
Algiers  has  been  excited  by  the  jealousy  of  Eng 
land.  The  English  ministerial  paper,  the  Chronicle 
retorts  by  saying,  “that  their  African  colonization 
excites  not  our  jealousy,  but  our  compassion.” 

Some  new  arrests  of  persons  said  to  be  implicat- 
ed in  the  affair  ol'  the  infernal  machine,  had  been 
made  in  Paris. 

There  had  been  a disastrous  gale  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean. At  Barcelona  several  vesseL  of  war  and 
others  broke  from  their  moorings,  causing  ranch 
confusion,  but  no  lives  were  lost.  Thirty-two 
Spanish  vessels,  a Swedish  brigand  British  schoon- 
er, were  lost  on  the  coast  of  Tarragona  during  the 
gale. 

Cabrera,  the  Carlist  chief,  has  written  a let  ter  de- 
nying that  he  had  entered  into  any  negotiation  for 
the  suspension  of  hostilities. 

AFRICA. 

By  the  arrival  yesterday  of  the  packet  shijl^Salu- 
da,  capt.  Waters,  from'  Monrovia,  whence  she  sailed 
on  the  14lh  November,  we  learn  that  the  health  of 

the  colony  was  good  at  the  time  of  her  departure. 

The  Saluda  brings  home  a cargo  of  cam  wood,  palm 
eii,  ivory,  Sic. 

Vol.  Vir.— Sr».  23, 


We  regret  to  learn  that  the  slave  trade  on  the 
coast  of  Alrica  is  carried  on  as  brisk  as  ever  in  spite 
of  the  untiring  vigilance  of  the  British  cruisers;  and 
it  is  still  more  painful  to  know  that  the  parties  en- 
gaged in  the  traffic  are  American  citizens,  and  their 
vessels  built  in  this  country. 

We  are  informed  that  the  schooner  My  Boy,  Har- 
vey, master,  of  N.  Orleans,  was  seized  in  September 
last,  at  British  Accia,  by  H.  B.  M.  brig  Lynx,  lieut. 
Broadhead,  and  taken  lo  Sierra  Leone,  where  she 
was  duly  condemned  as  a slavei,  and  the  captain 
detained  a prisoner.  However,  on  the  16th  Novem- 
ber, the  Saluda  spoke  the  Lynx,  and  was  boarded  by 
lieut.  Broadhead,  who  informed  captain  Waters,  that 
the  captain  of  the  My  Boy  was  then  on  board,  and 
would  be  conveyed  to  Monrovia  for  delivery  into 
the  custody  of  the  United  States  agent  at  that  place. 

Lieut.  BroaUliead  also  alataj  (hat  mere  was  a 
great  number  of  American  vessels  on  the  coast  for 
slaves,  and  that  lie  knew  of  three  lying  in  a river 
waiting  a chance  to  take  slaves  on  board. 

From  the  1st  of  November  to  the  time  when  the 
Saluda  sailed  from  Sierra  Leone,  there  had  been 
twenty  vessels  under  Portuguese,  Spanish  and  Bra- 
zilian colors,  brought  in  by  the  British  cruisers,  and 
condemned. 

Capt.  Waters  informs  that  several  of  the  com- 
manders of  the  British  armed  vessels  told  him  that 
thej  had  received  strict  orders  from  their  govern- 
ment not  to  interfere  with  American  vessels,  unless 
there  was  positive  proof  that  slaves  were  on  board, 
or  the  vessels  were  in  British  waters,  as  was  the 
case  of  the  My  Boy,  where  the  right  of  search  was 
exercised.  This  caution  was  used  in  order  to  avoid 
all  ground  of  collision  with  the  United  States. 

The  colony  is  represented  to  be  in  a flourishing 
condition. 

On  learning  the  state  of  things  on  the  coast  of 
Africa,  the  question  forcibly  suggests  itself,  why 
have  not  (lie  United  Stales  a half  dozen  smart  clip- 
pers to  suppress  the  unlawful  traffic,  in  which  the 
vessels  of  this  country  are  engaged?  It  is  true  that 
one  U.  S.  vessel  has  lately  sailed  for  Africa,  but  the 
nature  of  the  traffic  demands  a squadron  of  light 
craft.  It  is  questionable  whether  a single  vessel 
will  not  promote  the  views  of  the  brigands,  as  she 
may  be  regularly  dogged  by  one  of  the  pirate  clip- 
pers, while  the  others  are  engaged  in  loading  with 
slaves. 

We  have  been  politely  furnished  with  files  of  the 
Liberia  Herald,  and  of  Africa’s  Luminary,  the  con- 
tents of  which  bespeak  a thriving  and  religious  com- 
munity. It  would  be  impossible  to  tell  from  a peru- 
sal of  the  papers  that  they  were  issued  by  a colored 
population.  The  records  of  the  marriages  and  deaths 
are  like  ours,  and  the  title  of  honorable,  which,  by 
the  way,  ought  to  have  been  dropped  long  ago  here, 
is  used  by  tlie  colonists.  — 

Our  Methodist  friends  will  perceive  that  the  cen- 
tennial celebration  of  their  church  was  duly  observ- 
ed in  Liberia.  What  a tribute  to  the  genius  of  Wes- 
ley, that  the  great  event  of  his  life  should  be  honored 
in  every  section  of  the  globe,  by  men  of  all  colors 
and  almost  of  every  tongue! 

[ Norfolk  Beacon,  Jan.  16. 

CANTON. 

Latest  from  Canton.  The  editors  of  the  Journal 
of  Commerce  have  been  favored  with  the  following 
letter,  dated 

Canton,  August  8,  1839. 

The  Robert  Fulton  is  loading  for  New  York,  and 
will  get  away  about  the  1st  ol  Sept,  and  no  other 
vessel  is  likely  to  leave  for  two  months.  American 
tonnage  is  scarce.  Teas  and  silks  are  quiet  at  pre- 
sent, and  promise  to  be  cheaper,  if  the  British  mer- 
chants continue  at  Macao  and  do  not  trade.  The 
British  superintendent  is  determined  to  kick  up  a 
row  if  he  can,  but  as  he  cannot  do  much  without  a 
force  from  England,  some  months  must  intervene.  I 
expect  England  will  pocket  the  loss  of  the  opium, 
and  endeavor  to  arrange  matters  peaceably.  With  a 
powerful  force  a treaty  could  be  easily  oblained  with 
the  emperor.  Capt.  Elliot  has  involved  his  govern- 
ment to  the  extent  of  three  millions  sterling,  since 
the  23d  of  March.  He  made  a great  mistake  in 
quitting  Canton  in  my  opinion,  and  his  proceedings 
will  hardly  be  suslained  by  his  government.  It  is 
however  high  time  for  the  western  nations  to  come 
to  a fair  understanding  with  the  eniperor  of  China, 
and  the  present  time  is  most  favorable  to  gain  the 
point.  Our  government,  I hope,  will  not  be  back- 


ward in  sending  a naval  force  to  negotiate  at  the 
same  time  with  the  English  for  a treaty  of  com- 
merce. The  opium  trade  is  annihilated  at  one  blow, 
and  great  ruin  has  fallen  upon  speculators  in  India. 

SOUTH  AMERICA. 

From  Rio  Janeiro.  By  the  brig  Leander,  which 
arrived  here  yesterday,  in  the  remarkably  short  pas- 
sage of  forty-two  days  from  Rio  Janeiro,  we  learn 
the  following  particulars  of  the  stale  ol  tilings  in  the 
Brazils; 

In  Rio  Grande,  the  rebels  had  been  repeatedly 
beaten  by  the  imperial  troops,  and  it  was  thought 
they  would  soon  be  forced  to  submit. 

In  the  northern,  or  cotton  growing  provinces,  or- 
der was  about  to  be  restored.  The  city  ol  Canais 
had  been  retaken  from  the  rebels. 

The  occupation  of  Oyapocko  bv  the  French,  had 
made  qutic  a ai  me  court  Ot  Janeuu,  aim 

it  was  said  the  imperial  government  was  determined 
to  resist  such  an  usurpation  of  the  Brazilian  territory. 

The  intelligence  by  the  brig  Leander  reaches  to 
the  6th  November. 

Montevideo  dates  to  the  31st  of  October  have 
been  received  via  Havana.  The  United  States  fri- 
gate Independence  had  just  arrived  from  Rio,  hav- 
ing the  small-pox  on  board.  The  sloop  of  war  Fair- 
field  was  to  sail  the  next  day  for  Buenos  Ayres. 

[ Louisiana  Courier,  Dec.  27. 
Republic  of  Ecuador.  Mr.  Pickett,  American 
charge  d’affaires  near  the  Peru  Bolivian  confedera- 
tion, addressed  a note  to  the  minister  of  foreign  af- 
fairs of  the  republic  of  Ecuador,  claiming  for  the 
United  States  the  same  favors  and  privileges  which 
were  granted  to  Spanish  American  States.  In  re- 
ply to  this  note  the  congress  enacted  the  following: 

1.  That  all  the  Spanish  American  republics  may 
obtain  greater  favors  and  privileges  than  those  ac- 
corded to  European  nations. 

2.  The  United  States  of  North  America  shall  be 
considered  as  a sister  republic,  with  option  of  the 
same  favor  and  privileges,  that  may  be  granted  to 
Spanish  American  republics. 

3.  The  measure  of  these  favors,  shall  be  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  state. 

4.  To  no  nation  shall  privileges  be  granted  as  the 
most  favored  nation. 

5.  The  term,  most  favored  nation,  shall  be  ex- 
cluded from  all  treaties  with  this  republic. 

MEXICO. 

The  brig  Francis  Ashby,  which  left  Vera  Cruz 
on  the  22d  December,  arrived  yesteiday  morning. 
She  is  the  first  vessel  from  that  port  in  two  months. 

The  news  received  is  not  of  a very  satisfactory 
character.  General  dissatisfaction  seems  to  prevail 
against  the  present  government,  in  consequence  of 
arbitrary  measures  which  it  thought  fit  to  adopt  in 
order  to  create  supplies  fora  new  expedition  against 
Texas — that  of  exacting  a duly  of  15  percent,  on  all 
foreign  goods  de  internaciori. 

The  result  of  this  act,  to  which  a great  number  of 
the  members  of  congress  are  opposed,  has  been  the 
complete  prostration  oFthe  commerce  of  Vera  Cruz. 

The  Courier  of  yesterday  announces,  under  the 
pledge  of  a respectable  merchant  arrived  from  Vera 
Cruz,  on  board  the  F.  A.  that  congress  had  passed 
another  bill  to  establish  a tax  of  one  real  (twelve 
cents  and  a half)  on  all  the  inhabitants  no  matter  of 
what  age  or  sex. 

This  state  of  things  will  of  necessity  produce  (he 
overthrow  of  the  central  government  and  the  re-es- 
tablishment of  the  federal  system.  We  see  from 
this  moment  the  triumph  of  the  Norte  Mexicanna 
revolution  secured. 

A conducta  of  $600,000  arrived  at  Vera  Cruz  a 
few  days  previous  to  the  departure  of  the  Francis 
Ashby. 

The  Courier  says,  “we  know  from  another  source 
that  the  French  who  have  lately  arrived  in  Mexico 
have  been  very  ill  treated  by  the  inhabitants  and 
that  many  of  them  are  preparing  to  leave  the  coun- 
try.” 

In  another  article  under  the  head  of  Texas  and 
Mexico,  we  have  stated  from  verbal  information  that 
Vera  Cruz  had  declared  in  favor  of  federalism.  This 
news  appears  to  be  incorrect,  as  at  the  departure  of 
the  Ashby  nothing  of  the  kind  had  taken  place. 

[IV.  O.  Louis  ianian. 

The  affairs  of  Mexico  are  drawing  to  a crisis. — 
She  i9  convulsed  with  internal  disorder.  Buslamente 
prison — Santa  Ana  is  ill  with  the  dysentery. 


The  Vera  Cruz  papers  acknowledge  that  “their  ex- 
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chequer  is  drained,  the  national  honor  is  tarnished, 
and  even  the  existence  of  the  republic  is  threaten- 
ed.” The  Texians  and  federalists  seem  to  be  car- 
rying: every  thing  before  them,  and  England  will  re- 
gret a departure  from  her  usual  course  ol  policy  in 
not  acknowledging  the  independence  of  Texas. — 
She  may  find  it  necessary  to  acknowledge  that  in- 
dependence, in  connection  with  that  of  all  Mexico. 

TEXAS. 

By  the  Neptune  steam  packet  files  of  the  23th  are 
received  at  New  Orleans  from  Galveston.  The  most 
important  piece  of  intelligence  is  the  passage  through 
both  branches  of  congress  of  gen.  Hamilton’s  loan 
bill.  It  was  adopted  with  all  the  modifications  sug- 
gested by  general  K.  in  the  house  of  representatives 
by  a vote  of  2D  to  8,  and  in  the  senate  by  a vote  of  9 
to  2.  We  learn  further  that  the  sanction  of  the  pre- 
sident had  been  received. 

The  utmost  good  feeling,  harmony  and  decorum 
prevailed  in  the  congress  of  the  young  republic, 
during  the  djscussion  of  this  important  bill.  The 
members  seem  srlely  actuated  by  a desire  to  pro- 
mote by  the  most  available  and  honorable  means, 
the  public  credit,  the  safety  and  honor  of  the  coun- 
try. 

President  Lamar’s  administration  is  considered 
decidedly  popular. 

tPJ J.l'i  Iiv  hwi  t ■ fxxrrv  ilajro  at  Q til— 

veston  awaiting  gen.  Hamilton’s  return  Irom  Aus- 
tin, that  his  despatches  might  be  forwarded  to  En- 
gland by  the  packet  of  the  101  h from  New  York. — 
Gen.  H.  came  passenger  in  the  Neptune. 

The  sales  of  Galveston  iots  went  olf  with  much 
success. 

Col.  Ross’  name  has  been  stricken  from  the  rolls 
of  the  army,  and  dissatisfaction  is  expressed  by  con- 
gress at  his  invading  the  Mexican  territory.  His 
troops  have  been  erased  from  the  pay  list. 

The  estimated  expenses  for  the  year  183.9,  accord- 
ing to  the  treasurer’s  budget  is  $1,947,657;  and  that 
the  receipts  should  be 

From  customs,  $400,000 

Direct  taxes  and  land,  500,000 

Sales  of  lots  in  Austin  and  Calhoun,  1,300,000 

These  latter  estimates  are  thought  by  far  too  high. 
The  Neptune  brought  1,700  letters! 

The  government  are  determined  to  pursue  a con- 
ciliatory peaceful  course  of  moderalion  even  towards 
Mexico,  of  whose  weakness  she  might  have  taken 
occasion  during  the  French  blockade,  and  wiil  not 
do  so  now. 

President  Lamar,  under  date  of  Dec.  21,  issued  a 
proclamation  warning  all  citizens  from  crossing  the 
line  of  Mexico,  as  prescribed  by  the  congress  in 
1836,  and  all  who  invade  that  country  before  hostili- 
ties are  officially  announced  to  be  renewed  are  to 
forfeit  their  claims  on  Texas.  Tile  pacific  line  of 
policy  for  Texas,  considering  her  position  and  the 
infancy  of  tile  republic,  and  the  necessity  of  her 
strengthening  her  relations  abroad,  may  be  the  true 
one. 

The  New  York  arrived  yesterday  from  Galveston. 
No  mail  had  arrived  from  Austin  since  the  departure 
of  the  Neptune.  Great  irregularity  exists  in  the 
Texian  post  pffice. 

The  thermometer  on  the  second  was  down  to 
freezing  point,  the  same  as  in  this  city.  The  late 
blast,  we  doubt  not  extended  to  Havana. 

The  Galvestonian  newspaper  comes  tons  improv- 
ed in  appearance  and  editorial  matter.  The  papers 
of  our  neighbor  are  generally  well  conducted. 

Forty-seven  buildings  are  going  up  in  Galveston. 

Two  companies  of  soldiers  have  left  Galveston  for 
the  interior,  under  command  of  captain  Wright. 

A great  $300  race  was  to  come  off  at  Galveston 
yesterday. 

The  new  long  wharf  is  done  and  ready  for  vessels. 

By  the  last  arrivals  from  Texes  we  see  that  a pro- 
position was  before  congress  to  adopt  the  common 
law  of  England,  and  it  was  thought  it  would  pass. 

NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 

Appointments  by  the  president,  by  and  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  senate.  Joseph  A.  S.  Ack- 
lin,  to  be  attorney  of  the  United  States  for  the 
northern  and  middle  districts  of  Alabama,  in  the 
place  of  Jeremiah  Clemens,  elected  to  the  legisla- 
ture of  that  state. 

George  W.  Churchill,  to  be  attorney  of  Jhe  U. 
States  for  the  district  of  East  Tennessee. 

Coast  survey.  The  superintendent  of  the  survey 
of  the  coast  of  the  United  Slates,  F.  R.  ITassier, 
esq.  has  made  his  eighth  annual  report  to  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury.  The  survey  is  based  upon  a 
system  of  triangulation,  main  and  secondary,  and 
was  begun  in  the  neighborhood  of  New  York 
sound,  as  a central  part  of  the  country,  presenting 
the  greatest  facility  and  best  prospects  for  large 
triangles  to  serve  as  foundations  of  the  work,  and 
produce  the  greatest  quantity  of  data  for  that  pur- 
pose in  the  shortest  time.  The  report  gives  a 


succinct  account  of  the  various  examinations  hi- 
therto made,  and  announces  that  the  survey  of  the 
whole  of  the  country  from  the  New  Jersey  shore 
of  the  Raritan  bay,  Sanciy  Hook  and  Shrewsbury, 
to  the  waters  of  the  eastern  states,  is  completed  in 
topography  and  hydrography,  grounded  upon  and 
included  in  a great  number  of  triangles,  which 
themselves  are  based  upon  the  main  triangulation. 
Views  for  the  guidance  of  the  navigator  approach- 
ing the  shore,  have  been  made  on  the  whole  extent 
of  the  outside  coast  of  Long  Island;  these  are  of 
two  kinds,  the  one  guiding,  the  other  warning. 
The  first  are  aspects  of  the  shore  from  the  most 
points  of  a channel  or  entrance  of  a port,  by  which 
the  seamen  is  guided  in  his  proper  course  in  ap- 
proaching; the  second  kinds  are  views  taken  from 
rocks,  shoals,  or  other  dangerous  places  in  the  ap- 
proaches of  the  shore  which  the  views  given  shall 
warn  him  to  avoid. 

The  views  of  every  light  house  have  been  taken 
double; — first,  from  the  habitual  ship  channel  at  a 
distance;  and  second,  from  the  proximity  where 
the  light  house  becomes  entirely  visible.  The 
south  shores  of  Long  Island  being  well  known  a3  a 
dangerous  coast,  special  direction  was  given  to 
draw  views  from  the  habitual  ship  channel  outside, 
at  every  short  interval,  by  w hich  the  approaching 
mav,  reconnoitre  lhe  port  to  which  he  is 
near,  and  guide  himself  in  his  course  by  the  views 
which  he  is  thus  show’n  that  he  will  meet  in  suc- 
cession in  his  intended  course. 

The  secondary  triangulation  has  been  extended 
over  New  Jersey  between  the  Raritan  bay,  the 
Delaware  and  the  sea  shore,  and  has  been  continued 
30  far  southerly  as  to  lay  out  triangles  for  future 
extension  westerly  to  join  the  head  of  the  Chesa- 
peake, including  the  northern  monuments  of  Ma- 
son’s and  Dixon's  line.  It  i3  stated  that  this  fine 
has  been  applied  to  conclude  upon  the  length  of  a 
degree  of  tile  meridian  in  that  latitude,  and  that  the 
result  has  been  used  in  former  times  by  European 
mathematicians  in  their  comparisons  with  the  other 
measurements  of  degrees  in  different  parts  of  the 
world,  but  that  unsatisfactory  results  have  always 
followed.  It  is  now  proposed  in  the  course  of  the 
survey  to  verify  the  meridional  distance  by  means 
of  the  triangulation,  either  by  the  former  or  by  new 
astronomical  observations. 

The  place  of  Cape  Henlopen  fight  house  will 
form  a point  of  the  main  triangulation  to  bind  up 
and  compare  with  all  accuracy  the  results  of  the 
latitude  and  longitude  determinations  made  there, 
on  the  occasion  of  the  passage  of  verms  over  the 
sun  in  1769. 

The  results  of  the  whole  work,  in  triangulation, 
topography  and  hydrography,  as  far  as  obtained  at 
the  end  of  the  last  year  were  collected  last  spring 
into  one  mass,  upon  the  scale  of  1, 100, OOOths;  every 
seperate  sheet  is  numbered  and  its  limits  marked, 
so  that  any  execution  of  maps  within  the  limits  of 
the  work  can  be  guided  by'  this  preliminary  regis- 
ter of  the  work.  The  same  system  is  to  be  con- 
tinued. The  corps  of  assistants  are  employed  dur- 
ing the  winter  upon  calculations,  every  calculation 
being  made  three-fold,  and  also  upon  the  reduction 
of  some  of  the  works  to  ultimate  maps. 

The  balance  of  money  remaining  from  the  last 
appropriation  will  be  sufficient  to  make  ready  for 
final  execution,  for  drawing,  &c.  the  whole  extent 
of  the  coast  and  country  adjacent,  from  the  New 
Jersey  shore  to  the  end  ol  Rhode  Island  shore. 
This  part  of  the  coast,  forming  in  some  measure  a 
whole  work  by  itself,  and  containing  about  three 
thousand  square  miles,  will  be  executed  upon  two 
different  scales,  for  the  different  purposes  they  must 
naturally  serve  in  future.  A supply  of  the  best 
quality  of  large  drawing  paper  appropriate  to  the 
work,  from  the  manufactory  of  Aunonney,  has  re- 
cently arrived  at  New  York.  With  the  view  to 
prepare  for  engraving  maps,  copper  plates  have 
been  ordered  in  Vienna,  from  Hungarian  copper, 
on  account  of  its  best  quality;  these  are  expected 
to  arrive  in  a few  months.  It  is  thought  that  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars  should  be  appropriated 
by  congress  at  the  present  session,  as  it  will  be 
necessary  to  begin  incurring  special  and  new  ex- 
penses, for  the  arrangements  required  for  executing 
final  drawings  arid  beginning  to  engrave. 

We  may  venture  to  believe  from  the  style  of  this 
report,  and  the  careful,  minute  and  scientific  ex- 
amination wdiich  it  denotes,  that  this  survey,  when 
finished,  will  be  the  most  thorough,  complete  and 
rqasterly  work  of  the  kind  ever  accomplished. 
The  government  may  be  considered  fortunate  in 
having  found  so  able  a man  as  Mr.  Hassler  to  con- 
duct the  undertaking.  [ Jlalt.  Amer. 

Outrages  upon  the  Arkansas  frontier.  We  copy 
the  following  from  the  Little  Rock  Times  of  the 
23d  ult:  On  Saturday  last  major  E.  Rector  arrived 

at  this  place  with  five  prisoners  from  the  Cherokee 
nation — three  Indiana  and  two  white  men,  who  are 


all  safely  lodged  in  jail.  Contrary  to  what  has 
been  generally  supposed  here,  these  men  were  not 
taken  on  the  charge  of  being  concerned  in  the 
murders  of  the  Ridges  and  Boudinot,  but  lor  other 
crimes.  An  Indian  named  Terrill,  and  two  white 
men  named  Shrum  and  Newman,  were  taken  by  a 
command  under  lieut.  Northrop,  of  the  dragoons, 
for  unmercifully  beating  and  leaving  for  dead,  a 
teamster  named  Ballard,  because,  as  they  said,  he 
worked  cheaper  than  they  would.  Jack  Terrill,  a 
brother  of  the  one  taken,  and  principal  in  the  affair, 
made  his  escape;  but  it  is  believed  he  will  be  ta- 
ken. After  they  had  whipped  Ballard,  taken  his 
pistol  and  knife,  and  left  him  for  dead.  Jack,  in 
order  to  make  sure  of  their  viclim,  returned  and 
stamped  upon  his  head.  Ballard  however  recover- 
ed. The  same  party  also  attacked  and  dangerously 
stabbed  a son  of  colonel  Wbinnery,  of  Washing- 
ton county,  and  threw  a Missouri  hog  driver  into  a 
fire  and  shockingly  burned  him.  Jack  Nicholson 
was  taken  by  a command  under  lieut.  Porter  of  the 
infantry,  for  some  time  since  whipping  and  ending 
off  the  ear  of  a man  named  Laxton.  He  is  the 
man  whom  John  Richaidson  on  me  gallows,  de- 
clared to  be  concerned  in  the  murder  of  the  Wright 
family.  George  Waters  was  indicted  last  summer, 
with  others,  for  the  murder  of  a white  man  in  the 
nation.  He  has  been  considered  a desperate  cha- 
racter, and  bid  defiance  to  any  attempt  to  take  him; 
but  major  Rector,  with  three  chosen  men  in  the 
most  daring  manner,  succeeded  in  capturing  him. 
Leonard  Randolph,  also  concerned  in  the  same 
murder,  is  now  in  Texas,  near  Jonesborough,  of 
which  fact  major  Rector  has  apprised  the  com- 
manding officer  at  Fort  Towson,  so  that  he  will 
probably  be  taken. 

We  regret  to  learn  that  lieut.  Northrop,  who  is 
said  to  be  a brave  officer,  and  deserving  of  much 
praise,  received  a severe  wound  by  the  accidental 
discharge  of  his  own  pistol,  while  attempting  to 
fake  a man  named  Drew.  The  ball  lodged  in  bis 
leg,  near  the  knee,  and  it  is  feared  that  he  will  lose 
either  his  leg  or  his  fife. 

Major  Rector  assures  us  that  gen.  Arbuclrie  is 
determined,  at  all  hazards,  to  scour  the  country, 
and  bring  to  justice  all  offenders  on  the  frontier  and 
in  the  nation;  and  that  his  zeal  and  perseverance 
entitle  him  to  much  credit. 

Northeastern  boundary.  The  message  of  gover- 
nor Faiifield  to  the  legislature  of  Maine,  delivered 
on  Friday,  January  3d,  communicates  the  follow- 
ing facts  in  relation  to  the  disputed  territory: 

‘■The  views  which  I have  presented  in  this  com- 
munication upon  the  subject  of  the  boundary  were 
those  entertained  independently  of  what  is  now  an 
ascertained  fact,  to  -wit.  that  uui  (enitorj-  i3  actu- 
ally invaded,  and,  of  course,  are  to  be  modified  by 
that  circumstance.  Official  information  of  that 
fact  was  received  by  me  a few  days  since,  while  on 
my  way  to  this  place,  in  a reply’of  the  lieutenant 
governor  of  the  province  of  New  Brunswick  to  a 
letter  of  inquiry  addressed  to  him  by  myself  in  re- 
lation to  this  subject.  It  is  admitted  that  one  or 
two  companies  of  British  troops  have  been  stationed 
at  Temiscouata  lake,  but  it  is  alleged  by  the  lieu- 
tenant governor  to  have  been  done,  not  by  his  own 
orders,  but  by  the  authorities  of  Lower  Canada. — 
This  movement  I cannot  but  regard,  under  what- 
ever branch  of  British  authority,  or  on  whatever 
pretence,  it  may  have  been  made,  not  only  as  a vio- 
lation of  the  spirit  of  the  arrangement  agreed  upon 
in  March  last,  but  as  clearly  an  invasion  of  our  ter- 
ritory. Under  these  circumstances,  I deemed  it  to 
be  my  duty  immediately  to  communicate  the  facts 
to  the  president  of  the  United  States,  with  other, 
though  less  official,  information  received  of  the 
building  of  barracks  by  the  British  government  on 
both  sides  of  the  St.  John’s,  near  the  mouth  of 
Madawaska  river,  which  1 did,  calling  officially  for 
that  action  on  the  part  of  the  general  government 
which  the  case  required  and  the  constitution  and 
laws  of  the  United  States  clearly  enjoined.  A 
copy  of  the  communication  to  the  president,  and  of 
the  correspondence  between  the  lieutenant  governor 
of  New  Brunswick  and  myself,  is  herewith' laid  be- 
fore you.” 

The  following  are  the  documents  referred  to: 

Executive  department,  Saco,  December  12,  1839. 

Sir:  Having  seen  in  the  public  prints,  extracts 
from  some  of  the  provincial  papers,  stating  that 
two  regiments  of  British  troops  had  been  stationed 
at  Teiniscouata  lake,  in  the  disputed  territory,  I 
have  been  induced  to  inquire  of  your  excellency 
whether  there  be  any  foundation  for  these  reports. 
A movement  so  clearly  in  violation  of  the  agree- 
mentjfntered  into  through  the  mediation  of  general 
Scott,  I shall  not  permit  myself  to  believe  youn 
excellency  would  make,  without  stronger  evidence 
than  a newspaper  paragraph. 

The  extreme  sensitiveness  of  the  public  mind 
upon  this  subject,  I trust  your  excellency  will  per- 
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ceive,  affords  additional  reasons  for  an  early  expla- 
nation. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  respect,  your 
excellency’s  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  FAIRFIELD, 
Governor  of  Maine. 

His  excellency,  maj.  gen.  sir  John  Harvey, 

Lieut,  goo.  province  of  New  Brunswick. 
Government  house,  Fredericton,  (N.  B.)Dec.  19, 1839. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt, this  day,  of  your  excellency’s  letter  of  the 
12th  instant. 

Whatever  movements  of  troops  may  have  taken 
place  on  the  side  of  Lower  Canada,  have  been  made 
by  authority  superior  to  mine;  but  I apprehend  they 
have  consisted,  not  of  two  regiments,  but  of  one  or 
two  companies,  [as  small  a detachment  as  can  well 
be  made  to  so  great  a distance,  consistently  with 
the  maintenance  of  a due  degree  of  discipline],  for 
the  protection  of  certain  buildings  which  have  been 
constructed  for  the  better  accommodation  of  her 
majesty's  troops  on  their  march  between  the  lower 
and  upper  provinces,  and  of  the  provisions,  stores, 
and  other  public  property  therein  deposited. 

A copy  of  your  excellency’s  letter  shall  be  trans- 
mitted by  me  to  the  authorities  in  Canada,  who,  I 
can  assure  your  excellency,  are  as  anxious  as  I am 
that  the  spit  it  as  well  as  the  letter  of  the  agreement 
entered  into  between  your  excellency  and  myself, 
under  the  mediation  of  general  Scott,  in  Alarch 
last,  should  be  scrupulously  observed  on  our  part. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  respect,  your 
excellency’s  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

J.  HARVEY, 

M.  gen.  lieut.  gov.  N.  Brunswick. 
His  excel,  gov.  Fairfield,  Saco,  stale  of  Maine. 
Executive  department,  Augusta,  Dec.  23,  1839. 
Sir:  It  having  been  reported  to  me  that  a large 
number  of  British  troops  had  been  stationed  at 
Teiniscouata  lake,  in  the  disputed  territory,  and 
seeing  extracts  from  the  prov  incial  papers  confirma- 
tory of  these  reports,  I deemed  it  proper  to  apply 
directly  to  the  lieutenant  governor  of  the  province 
of  New  Brunswick,  which  I did  by  letter  of  the 
12th  instant,  to  ascertain  whether  these  reports 
were  well  founded  or  not.  His  answer,  under 
date  of  December  19,  I received  yesterday,  while 
on  my  way  to  this  place.  My  letter  and  the  reply 
are  both  herewith  enclosed.  It  will  be  perceived 
that  two  companies  of  British  troops  have  actually 
been  marched  into  the  disputed  territory,  and  sta- 
tioned at  Temiscouata  lake,  where,  it  is  well 
known,  extensive  barracks  had  been  previously 
erected.  This  is  clearly  a violation  of  the  spirit 
of  the  arrangement  entered  into  between  the  lieu- 
tenant governor  of  New  Brunswick  and  myself,  in 
March  last,  though  the  orders  have  been  issued  by 
the  governor  of  Lower  Canada.  I submit,  also, 
whether  the  contingency  contemplated  by  the  act 
of  congress  of  March  3,  1839,  has  not  occurred: 
whether  the  facts  do  not  clearly  show  an  invasion 
of  the  state  of  Maine,  which  the  executive  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  under  the  directions  of 
the  act  aforesaid,  as  well  as  under  the  obligations 
of  the  constitution,  is  bound  to  repel. 

I may  add  that  I am  well  informed  that  the 
British  government  is  also  erecting  barracks  upon 
both  sides  of  the  St.  John’s,  near  the  mouth  of  the 
Madawaska  river,  and  that  troops  are  concentrating 
at  Grand  Falls.  Under  all  these  circumstances,  I 
deem  it  to  be  my  duty  to  call  upon  the  government 
of  the  United  States  for  that  protection  of  this  state 
from  invasion  guarantied  to  her  in  the  constitution. 

VV  ith  the  highest  respect,  1 am,  sir,  your  most 
ohedient  servant,  JOHN  FAIRFIELD, 
Governor  of  Maine. 

His  excellency  M.  Van  Buren,  president  of  the  U.  S. 

ARMY. 

Oil  superannuating  army  officers.  Official  report 
from  the  secretary  of  War,  in  compliance  with  a 
resolution  of  the  senate,  on  the  subject  of  permit- 
ting officei-3  of  the  army  to  retire  on  half  pay. — 
In  senate — January  8,  1840. 

War  department,  January  7,  1840. 
Sir:  In  reply  to  the  resolution  of  the  senate  of 
the  27th  ultimo,  asking,  first,  “what  would  be  the 
effect  upon  the  military  service  of  the  country  of  a 
regulation  by  which  all  officers  ol  the  army,  on  ar- 
riving at  sixty  years  of  age,  should  be  permitted  to 
retire  from  the  service  upon  half  pay,”  and,  second, 
“what  would  be  the  probable  annual  charge  upon 
the  treasury  by  such  a regulation,”  I have  the 
honor  to  submit  the  accompanying  report  by  the 
commanding  general,  and  venture  to  hope  that  the 
importance  of  the  subject  will  be  deemed  a suffi- 
cient apology  for  his  presenting  at  the  same  time  a 
plan  calculated  to  provide  for  disabled  officers  and 
to  rentier  the  service  more  efficient. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 

Hon.  R.  M-  Johnson,  president  of  the  senate. 


Head  Quarters  of  the  army, 
Washington  city,  January,  4,  1840. 
Sir:  In  conformity  with  your  directions,  I have 
considered  the  two  queries  contained  in  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  senate  of  the  27th  of  December,  1839, 
viz.  1st.  “What  would  be  the  effect  upon  the  mili- 
tary service  of  the  country  of  a regulation  by  which 
all  officers  of  the  army,  on  arriving  at  sixty  years 
of  age,  should  be  permitted  to  retire  from  service 
on  half  pay?”  2d.  “What  would  be  the  probable 
annual  charge  upon  the  treasury  of  such  a regula- 
tion?” And  I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  upon 
an  examination  of  the  probable  ages  of  the  officers, 
there  does  not  appear  to  be  in  the  whole  army  more 
than  eight  who  tiave  arrived  at  the  age  of  sixty, 
and  few,  if  any  of  them,  would  be  willing  to  retire 
on  half  pay,  because  the  half  pay  would  be  too 
small  to  afford  them  a decent  subsistence.  The 
highest  half  pay  would  not  probably  exceed  thirty- 
seven  and  a half  dollars  a month,  and  the  lowest 
twenty-five;  but  let  it  be  supposed  that  four,  or 
one  half  of  them,  should  retire  on  the  half-pay  list, 
say  two  colonels  and  two  lieutenant  colonels,  the 
expense  a year  for  the  two  colonels  wold  be,  at 
$ 37  50  a month  each,  $900  00 

For  the  two  lieutenant  colonels,  at  $30  a 

month  each,  720  00 


Total  expense  a year  $1,620  00 

Of  the  officers  above  sixty  years  of  age,  there 
are  many  of  them  hearty,  hale  and  effective  men, 
capable  of  rendering  good  service,  and  ate  now  ac- 
tively and  usefully  employed. 

As  it  is  presumed  that  the  object  of  the  resolu- 
tion is  to  allow  officers  who  may  conceive  them- 
selves unfit  for  the  active  duties  of  the  profession 
to  retire,  and  make  room  for  others  more  efficient 
in  physical  power,  and  at  the  same  time  to  pro- 
vide for  such  officers  above  sixty  years  of  age  as 
may  be  willing  to  retire,  I would  respectfully  Deg 
leave  to  suggest  a plan  of  a more  extended  nature, 
and  on  a more  liberal  scale  of  compensation,  free 
from  any  expense  or  burden  to  the  government, 
which,  besides  having  the  advantage  of  economy, 
would  render  the  corps  of  officers  quite  effective, 
and  consequently  improve  greatly -ttie  condition  of 
the  whole  service. 

My  plan  is  this:  Let  every  officer  who,  from  age, 
wounds,  or  other  infirmities,  shall  become  unfit  to 
perform  the  duties  of  his  office,  be  retired  from  ser- 
vice on  his  ordinary  pay,  without  rations,  or  other 
allowances  whatever;  and  let  the  officer  next  in  the 
line  of  promotion  fill  the  place  of  such  retired  offi- 
cer, with  the  rank  of  the  retired  officer,  with  the 
emoluments  belonging  to  that  rank,  and  the  pay  of 
the  commission  from  which  he  may  be  promoted. — 
So  that,  if  a colonel  be  retired,  the  lieutenant  colo- 
nel, who,  according  to  the  established  rules  of  pro- 
motion, should  receive  the  vacant  colonelcy,  would 
be  colonel  with  the  pay  of  lieutenant  colonel,  and 
the  emoluments  of  a full  colonel.  This  promotion 
would  vacate  the  lieutenant  colonelcy,  which,  in 
like  manner,  would  be  filled  by  the  promotion  of 
the  major,  who  would  enjoy  the  rank  of  lieutenant 
colonel,  with  the  pay  of. major  and  the  emoluments 
of  lieutenant  colonel;  so  would  the  eldest  captain 
be  major,  with  the  pay  of  captain,  and  the  rank, 
command  and  emoluments  of  major;  so  with  the 
eldest  first  lieutenant,  who  would  be  captain,  with 
the  pay  of  first  lieutenant,  and  the  emoluments  of 
captain;  and  so  down  to  the  foot  of  the  regiment, 
where  there  would  be  a vacancy,  which  could  he 
supplied  by  the  brevet  second  lieutenant,  or  gradu- 
ate of  the  military  academy,  or  new  appointment, 
according  to  circumstances. 

Now  the  effect  of  this  plan  will  be  seen  by  ex- 
hibiting the  cost  of  a regiment  as  it  exists,  and  the 
cost  of  a regiment  with  a retired  colonel  on  ordi- 
nary pay,  and  it  will  be  seen  that  Ihere  will  be  an 
actual  saving  in  money,  with  the  advantage  that  all 
the  officers  would  be  effective.  If  the  retired  colo- 
nel shall  have  served  forty  years,  he  will  leave  eight 
rations  a day  to  the  public,  which  eight  rations  are 
worth,  at  twenty  cents  each,  (the  regulated  price), 
$1  60  a day,  or  $584  a year,  and  the  additional  ex- 
pense of  placing  a second  lieutenant  at  the  foot  of 
the  regiment  will  be  $300  a year,  making  an  ac- 
tual saving  of  $234  a year.  (See  table  herewith, 
made  out  by  the  paymaster  general,  marked  A). — 
Now,  if  the  whole  of  the  officers  of  the  army,  sup- 
posed to  be  non-effective,  were  retired  on  the  same 
principle,  there  would  be  something  like  twenty 
officers — eleven  in  the  artillery,  and  nine  in  the  in- 
fantry. The  extra  rations  received  by  these  officers 
for  long  service,  computed  atone  ration  for  every 
five  years’  service,  are  estimated  to  amount  to  sixty- 
four  rations  a day  for  the  artillery,  and  fitly  for  the 
infantry;  making  111  rations  a day  saved,  or 41,610 
rations  a year,  at  twenty  cents,  amounting  to  the 
sum  of  $3,322.  Now,  to  supply  the  twenty  vacant 
second  lieutenancies,  occasioned  by  the  retirement 


of  the  twenty  officers,  will  cost,  at  $300  each, 
$6,000  a year;  which  sum,  deducted  from  $8,322, 
leaves  a dear  saving  of  $2,322  a year. 

By  the  present  system,  all  officers  receive  full 
pay  and  emoluments,  whether  thev  are  capable  of 
service  or  not,  and  the  effective  officers  are  obliged 
to  do  the  duty  of  the  non-effective,  without  any  ad- 
vantage; but,  by  the  above  plan,  the  non-effective 
officer  will  have  a reasonable  allowance  made  him 
on  being  retired,  and  the  officer  w ho  will  be  obliged 
to  do  his  duty  will  receive  advanced  rank  with  ad- 
ditional emoluments;  so  that,  if  the  proposed  plan 
be  adopted,  it  may  be  expected  that  all  parties  in- 
terested would  be  satisfied.  I have  the  honor  to  be, 
sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALEX.  MACOMB,  maj.  gen.  com’gin  chief. 

Hon.  J.  R.  Poinsett,  secretary  of  war. 

A. 

Present  organization  of  a regiment  of  infantry. 
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Proposed  organization  of  a regiment  of  infantry, 
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The  sum  of  $300  is  to  be  added  to  the  above  es- 
timate lor  as  many  officers,  not  exceeding  ten,  a9 
may  retire  from  the  regiment,  from  which  sum 
should  be  deducted  the  amount  of  additional  rations 
fo  which  each  retired  officer  may  be  entitled. 
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STATES  OF  THE  UNION 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Error  in  counting  the  votes  for  licui.  governor.  An 
error  pccurred  in  ttie  senate  yesterday,  in  the  count- 
ing of  the  votes  for  lieutenant  governor. 

The  report  should  have  been — 


Whole  number  of  ballots  40 

Necessary  to  a choice  21 

His  honor,  George  Hull,  had  22 

Hon.  Nathan  Willis,  had  18 


Legislature.  The  vacancies  in  the  Massachusetts 
senate  have  been  filled  with  7 whigs  and  5 adminis- 
tration. The  fifteen  gallon  law,  i!  seems,  had  influ- 
ence enough  to  induce  some  of  the  whigs  to  show 
their  liberality  by  giving  their  votes  for  the  ad- 
ministration. Parties  now  stand  22  whigs,  18  ad- 
ministration men. 

NEW  YOHK. 

Destructive  conflagrations . About  seven  o’clock 
last  evening,  a fire  broke  out  in  the  four  story  brick 
store  No.  18,  Front  street,  near  the  corner  of  Broad 
street,  occupied  by  James  H.  McNiesh,  commis- 
sion merchant.  The  whole  interior  of  the  building 
was  destroyed,  but  the  principal  part  of  the  con- 
tents was  saved. 

While  the  above  fire  was  still  burning,  another 
broke  out  in  the  four  storv  brick  store  No.  164. 
South  street,  occupied  by  Jesse  P.  Forker  & Co. 
dealers  in  junk,  &c.  which  was  entirely  destroyed, 
and  the  buildings  on  each  side  of  it  were  more  or 
less  damaged.  The  firemen,  supposing  that  the 
fire  was  entirely  subdued,  left  the  ground  about  11 
o’clock,  but  between  1 and  2 o'clock  this  morning, 
the  flames  were  seen  to  burst  through  the  roof  of 
the  large  building  known  as  the  “Thomas  H.  Smith 
store,”  and  a destruction  of  property  ensued,  scarce- 
ly equalled  by  that  of  any  conflagation  in  this  city 
since  the  great  fire  of  December,  1835.  Of  the 
amount  of  the  pecuniary  loss,  it  is  impossible  to 
give  any  thing  more  than  a mere  estimate.  It  may 
be  stated  in  round  numbers  at  from  $'1,000,000  to 
$1,500,000. 

The  stores  destroyed  were  seven  in  number,  as 
follows:  The  large  store  fronting  on  South  and 
Front  streets,  built  some  years  since  by  Thomas 
H.  Smith,  at  a cost  as  we  have  heard  it  stated,  of 
about  $100,000.  It  was  one  of  the  finest  build- 
ings of  the  description  in  the  city,  and  though  but 
four  stories  in  height,  wa3  higher  than  most  of  the 
five  stories  stores.  It  was  occupied  byJ.  J.  Hicks, 
a3  a storage  depository,  and  filled  with  merchan- 
dise of  the  most  valuable  description,  among  which 
were  the  cargoes  of  the  ship  Nantasket,  of  Boston, 
which  arrived  here  on  the  2d  December,  and  the 
ship  Covington,  of  Baltimore,  which  arrived  here 
on  the  27th  October  from  Canton 

In  addition  to  these  cargoes  there  was  a quantity 
of  other  merchandise  destroyed  in  the  store,  among 
which  were  about  200  barrels  of  flour,  and  a num- 
ber of  bales  of  cotton.  Some  of  the  property  was 
rescued  from  the  flames,  consisting  of  cotton,  and 
say  about  two  or  three  hundred  boxes  of  teas, 
principally,  we  judged  from  the  marks,  belonging 
to  the  cargo  of  the  Nantasket.  The  building  itself 
is  entirely  gone,  one  only  of  the  side  walls  remain- 
ing to  tell  where  it  was  standing: 

George  B.  Bruen,  esq.  had  an  office  upon  these 
premises.  The  next  building  adjoining,  on  Front 
street,  No.  261,  was  used  as  a public  store.  A por- 
tion at  least  of  the  goods  were  saved  from  this. 
No.  259  F ront  streets,  also  occupied  by  J.  J.  Hicks 
as  a storage  warehouse.  No.  257  Front  street, 
corner  of  Dover  street,  occupied  by  Eggleston  & 
Battelle,  dealers  in  iron.  There  appeared  to  be  a 
large  stock  in  the  store,  very  little  of  which  could 
have  been  saved. 

On  South  street  the  following  buildings  were  en- 
tirely destroyed:  No.  162,  corner  of  Dover  street, 
occupied  by  E.  Dayton  Sc.  Co.  ship  chandlers,  a 
block  maker,  and  H.  Dougheity,  sail  maker.  A 
part  of  the  stock  of  Messrs.  Dayton  was  saved, 
and  we  understand  that  they  were  insured.  No. 
163,  occupied  by  John  Gilmartin,  grocer,  and  others. 
No.  164,  where  the  fire  originated,  occupied  by 
Jesse  P.  Forker  & Co.  as  a junk  store.  No.  165 
and  166  composed  the  South  street  front  of  the 
Thos.  H.  Smith  store.  No.  167  occupied  by  Thomp- 
son & Coffin,  grocers,  and  others,  appears  to  have 
been  very  slightly  damaged. 

One  of  the  stores  on  Front  street  was  used  by  the 
custom  house,  and  was  full  of  dry  goods,  hardware, 
&c.  held  in  bond  or  not  entered.  The  hardware, 
on  the  first  floor  was  most  of  it  saved,  nothing  be- 
sides. 

The  goods  in  the  public  store  are  estimated  at 
$250,060,  and  the  whole  loss  will  not  be  over  esti- 
mated at  a million  of  dollars. 

[iV.  Y.  Com.  Adv.  of  28 th  ult. 

The  legislature  of  New  York  assembled  at  Alba- 
ny, on  Tuesday.  In  the  senate  the  lieut.  governor 
took  the  chair  at  the  opening  of  the  session.  In 


the  house  of  delegates  George  W.  Patterson,  of  Li- 
vingston county,  was  re-elected  speaker  on  the  first 
ballot;  Philander  B.  Prindle,  was  chosen  clerk;  Mi- 
nos McGowen,  sergeant-at-arms',  Samuel  Francis, 
jr:  doorkeeper,  and  Abraham  H.  Grovesteen,  assis- 
tant doorkeeper,  governor  Seward  communicated 
his  annual  message  on  the  same  day. 

MARYLAND. 

Abstract  from,  the  annual  report  of  the  treasurer  of 
the  Western  Shore.  The  receipts  for  the  fiscal  year, 
ending  1st  December,  1839,  were  as  follows: 
Auction  duties,  48,548  79 

Bank  bonuses,  15.846  87 

Bank  stock,  for  dividends,  35,934  66 

Costs  of  suits,  7 73 

Fines  and  forfeitures,  6,316  41 

Indian  lands,  260  41 

Interest,  on  personal  accounts,  2,875  55 

Licenses — to  auctioneers,  6,000  00 

of  billiard  tables,  984  84 

to  dealers  in  lottery  tickets,  5,446  59 

to  hawkers  and  pedlers,  1,197  44 

of  marriages,  7,804  34 

of  ordinaries,  25,293  87 

for  races  and  fisheries,  77  35 

to  traders,  36,349  17 

to  victuallers,  22  97 

Miscellaneous  expenses,  a repayment,  287  43 
Road  stock,  for  dividends,  44,627  50 

Special  deposites,  (in  Bank  of  Balti- 
moie)  for  principal  and  interest  123,562  50 

State  lotteries,  10,914  09 

State  tobacco  inspection  in  Baltimore,  15,626  46 
Tax  for  colonization,  5,148  76 

Taxes  for  the  use  of  the  colonization 
society,  643  61 

Taxes  in  chancery,  310  51 

Taxes  on  plaintiffs,  3,912  94 

Balt,  and  Ohio  rail  road  co. — for  int. 
on  the  state’s  advance  $3,750,  for 
l-5th  of  receipts  from  passengers  o# 
the  Washington  branch  $37,368  91  41,118  91 
Balt,  and  Susquehanna  rail  road  co. 

for  account  of  interest,  82  50 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  company 

for  account  ot  interest,  95,000  00 

Direct  tax  for  1825,  829  68 

Eastern  Shore  treasury,  14,981  82 

Franklin  bank  of  Baltimore — so  much 

of  the  state’s  special  deposite,  31,236  00 

Land  office,  3,865  69 

State’s  hay  scales  in  Baltimore,  348  08 

State’s  live  stock  scales  in  Baltimore,  1,846  57 

States  Pratt  street  wharf  in  Baltimore,  1,045  00 

Union  bank  of  Maryland — so  much  of 

the  state’s  special  deposite,  58,764  00 

United  States  road  fund,  1,509  OS 


$648,648  03 

And  there  remained  in  the  Western 

Shore  treasury,  1st  Dec.  1838,  44,705  68 


Making  an  aggregate  of  $693,353  71 

The  disbursements  during  the  same  period  were  as  fol- 
lows: 


Civil  officers. 

13,365 

57 

Colleges,  academies  and  schools, 

21,366 

00 

Commission, 

2,325 

50 

Contingent  expenses, 

3,558 

28 

Indemnity  5 per  cent,  stock. 

20,000 

00 

Indian  annuities, 

116 

66 

Interest  on  the  public  debt. 

291,883 

11 

Miscellaneous  expenses, 

6,506 

84 

Pensions, 

18,579 

99 

Slate  colonization, 

15  000 

00 

State  tobacco  inspection  in  Balt. 

S,845 

63 

Annapolis  and  Eikridge  rail  road  co. 

80,000 

00 

Eastern  Shore  rail  road  company, 

15,000 

00 

Indigent  deaf  and  dumb. 

2,535 

01 

Judiciary, 

38,723 

09 

Legislature, 

76,541 

18 

Library, 

899 

31 

Maryland  Hospital, 

• 5,000 

00 

Militia, 

5,162 

65 

Public  buildings  at  the  seat  of  govern 

meat, 

State  Colonization  society, 

State  tobacco  warehouses  in  Balt. 
United  States  road  fund. 


3,370  31 
469  75 
1,125  52 
1,509  08 


$631,888  48 


And  there  remained  in  the  Western 
Shore  treasury,  1st  Dec.  1839,  the 
balance  of 


$61,465  23 


VIRGINIA. 

Bank  absolution.  The  New  York  Evening  Post 
has  the  following  remarks  on  the  action  of  the  Vir- 
ginia legislature  in  relation  to  the  banks  of  that 
state:--- 


The  legislature  of  Virginia,  by  a vote  of  eighty 
to  forty  have  legalized  the  stoppage  of  payments  by 
the  banks  until  March  next.  This  shows  what  de- 
pendence is  to  be  placed  on  laws  made  to  restrain 
the  improper  action  of  incorporated  companies.  In 
the  first  place  an  act  is  passed,  with  due  solemnity 
and  formality,  - imposing  severe  checks  upon  the 
banks,  lest  they  should  abuse  their  power,  an  1 in  the 
seco  id  place,  the  abuse  is  no  sooner  committed  than 
they-’are  forthwith  not  only  absolved  from  the  con 
sequences,  but  a direct  and  positive  sanction  is  given 
to  their  crimes  by  the  highest  authority  in  the  state. 
What  is  this  but  a very  mockery  of  legislation?  Of 
what  use  are  the  laws,  when  a parcel  of  irresponsi- 
ble companies,  after  inflicting  the  greatest  evils  upon 
the  community,  may  set  them  aside  every  time  they 
choose  to  violate  their  obligations.  It  were  certain- 
ly better  that  the  laws  weie  not  made  at  ail  than 
they  should  be  suspended  at  the  will  or  convenience 
of  a knot  of  bankrupts. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA 

The  South  Carolina  legislature  have  granted  the 
application  of  the  rail  road  company  for  an  advance 
of  $600,000  in  state  stocks  at  5 per  cent. 

ALABAMA. 

Message  of  gov.  Bagley.  This  state  paper  is  draft- 
ed with  considerable  ability,  and  so  far  as  regards 
its  merits  as  a composition,  may  be  commended. 
But  some  of  the  principles  which  it  is  the  vehicle 
of  promulgating  to  the  world,  do  not  meet  with  our 
approbation.  In  speaking  of  the  banking  system 
of  the  state,  he  takes  an  occasion  to  make  a violent 
attack  upon  the  decision  of  the  supreme  court  of 
the  United  States,  upon  the  right,  that  corporations 
of  one  state  had  of  contracting  liabilities  and  obli- 
gations in  another;  he  says — 

“Viewing,  as  I cannot  but  do,  this  decision  a3  a 
palpable,  and  direct  encroachment  upon  the  sove- 
reignty of  Alabama,  if  not  an  absolute  violation  of 
her  constitution,  I respectfully  recommend  to  the 
general  assembly  the  passage  of  such  a law  as  will 
have  the  effect  of  protecting  the  exclusive  righls  of 
the  state  from  further  encroachment,  ami  to  secure 
to  our  citizens  the  full  and  complete  enjoyment  of 
those  rights,  which  in  the  cases  alluded  to,  have  in 
my  judgment  been  improperly  adjudged  to  o'hers.” 

He  says,  it  is  even  “in  violation  of  the  constitu- 
tional provision  in  regard  to  the  establishment  of 
banks  and  reversive  of  the  judicial  decisions  of  the 
highest  tribunal  in  the  state.”  It  is  to  be  seen  here 
that  the  governor  assumes  the  broad  presumption 
that  the  state  of  Alabama  is  completely  soveieign; 
and  that  the  judiciary  of  a state  is  paramount  in 
authority  to  the  highest  liihunal  acknowledged  by 
the  laws  of  the  union!  His  whole  comment  upon 
this  subject  is  too  ridiculous  and  absurd  to  be  met 
by  an  argument.  While  he  displayed  great  zeal 
and  interest  lor  his  immediate  constituents,  he  aims 
a fatal  blow  at  the  sacred  ties  that  bind  us  together 
as  a nation.  If  the  petit  and  assumed  sovereignty 
of  a state  be  successfully  established  against  the 
only  and  real  sovereignty  of  our  government,  what 
becomes  of  our  national  existence?  But  to  the  un- 
biased discernment  of  the  federal  citizens  we  coin- 
mend-this  part  of  the  message. 

His  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  banks  of 
that  state,  will  be  read  by  the  people  of  contigu- 
ous states  with  much  interest  and  satisfaction.  Of 
the  state  bank,  and  branches,  at  Huntsville  and 
Montgomery,  he  says,  “they  continue  to  pay  their 
notes  in  specie,  and  will,  I tiust,  continue  to  do  so, 
whatever  course  interest  or  necessity  may  induce 
the  banks  elsewhere  to  pursue.”  Of  the  hank  of 
Mobile,  and  the  Planters’  and  Merchants’  bank, 
which  are  the  only  private  stock  banks  in  the  state, 
he  says,  “very  much  to  their  credit,  ami  the  credit 
of  the  state  by  which  they  were  created,  voluntari- 
ly resumed  specie  payments  eighteen  months  in  ad- 
vance of  the  time  they  were  required  to  do  so  by 
law;  and  continue  steadily  to  redeem  their  notes  in 
specie,  and  are  believed  to  be  in  as  good  and  healthy 
condition  as  any  banking  institutions  in  the  union; 
and  are  in  every  respect  entitled  to  the  favorable 
consideration  of  the  legislature.” 

The  state  bank,  and  branches,  have  a circulation 
of  from  three  to  four  millions  of  dollars,  while  the 
indebtedness  to  the  bank  amounts  to  seventeen  or 
eighteen  millions.  From  an  over  average  ol  their 
cotton  crop  this  year,  he  says,  an  enlargement  of 
circulating  capital  is  desirable;  and  recommends 
either  an  issue  of  five  millions  of  post  notes  payable 
within  twelve  months,  or  “to  require  the  banks  that 
are  not  paying  specie  to  furnish  the  entire  amount 
of  additional  circulation.”  In  the  first  event  to 
plunge  the  state  still  deeper  in  her  liabilities,  and 
in  the  latter,  strengthen  the  security  of  one  in- 
stitution by  sacrificing  the  credit  of  another,  is 
certainly  a very  equivocal  mode  of  remedying  ex- 
isting financial  evils.  The  document  winds  up  by 
quite  an  eloquent  appeal  to  the  sympathies  ot  the 
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legislature,  in  behalf  of  the  bereaved  citizens  of 
Mobile.  The  sentiments  thu3  uttered  do  credit  to 
the  heart  of  the  writer,  and  will  no  doubt  be  re- 
sponded to  by  the  voice  of  the  whole  state. 

[ New  Orleans  Bulletin. 

A letter  from  Tuscaloosa,  January  1st,  says — 

“ i'o  day  reports  were  made,  and  among  them  was 
a report  upon  a bill  offered  by  Mr.  Moore,  of  Ma- 
rengo, proposing  to  re  organise  the  hanking  system 
of  this  state,  and  to  establish  a “Citizens’  bank.” 
Upon  the  bill  and  the  report  much  discussion  en- 
sued, and  although  gentlemen  had  often  avowed  in 
their  place  that  our  present  system  was  rotten  to 
the  vey  core;  that  they  would  originate  measures 
to  wind  them  up;  that  they  were  at  present  a cirrse 
to  the  country;  yet  strange  to  tell,  upon  a motion 
to  indefinitely  postpone  the  bill,  the  vote  was — 
ayes  67,  noes  26 — those  very  gentlemen  voting  in 
the  affirmative. 

TENNESSEE. 

Resolutions  have  passed  both  houses  of  the  legis- 
lature of  Tennessee,  instructing  Messrs.  White  and 
Grundy,  U.  S.  senators,  to  vote  against  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands. 

KENTUCKY. 

Hie  senate  of  Kentucky  has  passed  a bill  autho- 
rising an  emission  of  slate  bon  Is,  in  small  sums,  for 
the  purpose  of  pacing  the  laborers  on  the  public 
works.  The  passage  of  the  bill  in  the  house  is  con- 
sidered doubtful. 


OHIO. 

Public  debt  and  finances  of  Ohio.  The  actual 
public  debt  of  Ohio,  incurred  to  others  than  itself, 
is  nine  millions  of  dollars,  in  round  numbers.- 
There  is  a domestic  debt,  which  consists  simply  in 
the  transfer  of  funds  from  one  account  to  another. 
There  is  also  a considerable  amountof  subscriptions 
to  public  works  unpaid.  The  actual  debt  was  in- 
curred and  is  payable  in  the  manner  following,  viz: 

1825,  at  5 per  cent.  . . . $400,000 

1826,  at  6 per  cent.  . . . 1,000,000 

1827,  “ ...  1,200,000 

1828,  “ ...  1, 200,000 

1830,  “ ...  600,000 

1832,  « ...  100,000 

1836,  “ ...  20,000 

1837,  “ ...  700,000 

1838,  “ ...  2,010,000 

1839,  “ ...  1,820,873 


$9,050,873 

Of  this  amount,  $4,500,000  is  redeemable  in  1850; 
$4,505,000  in  1856;  $475,000  in  I860;  and  the  rest 
at  the  pleasure  of  the  state  after  1856. 

[ Cincinnati  Chronicle. 

ILLINOIS. 

The  message  of  gov.  Carlir.  has,  says  the  New 
York  American,  at  least,  the  merit  of  frankness  in 
its  exposition  of  the  condition  of  the  state  and  its 
debt. 

The  actual  liabilities  of  the  state  incurred  chiefly 
for  works  of  internal  improvement,  amount  to  some- 
what over  eleven  millions. 

The  amount  of  debt  on  interest  is  $10,630,000 
Annual  interest  thereon  at  6 per  cent.  637,000 
The  available  resources  of  the  state 
amount  to  three  million  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars  of  bank  stock,  on 
which  the  estimated  dividends  are,  248,000 
Which,  deducted  from  the  interest  paya- 
ble on  the  debt,  leaves  unprovided  for,  389,000 
It  nowhere  appears  in  the  message  how  this  de- 
ficiency, and  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  state,  are 
to  be  met — nor  what  the  amount  is  of  direct  taxa- 
tion. 

Of  unavailable  resources,  there  are  270,182  acres 
of  canal  lands,  equal  according  to  estimate  to  five 
and  a half  millions  of  dollars? 

The  whole  system  of  internal  improvement  when 
completed  is  to  cost  $21,840,444 — requiring  at  6 
per  cent,  interest  the  annual  paymentof  $1,310,786. 

The  governor,  in  view  of  this  enormous  amount, 
of  the  embarrassments  of  the  money  market,  and 
the  pressure  of  taxation  on  the  slate,  recommends 
that  all  future  expenditures  be  confided  to  the  great 
channels  of  communication,  so  as  to  complete  them, 
instead  of  working  in  separate  and  unconnected  un- 
dertakings— lew  or  none  of  which  would  be  availa- 
ble until  all  were  completed. 

The  manner  in  whieh  this  young  state  has  thus 
involved  itself,  is  made  evident  bv  this  single  para- 
graph from  the  governor’s  message: 

I am  aware  that  the  system  is  the  result  of  mu- 
tual concession  and  compromise,  and  that  its  ad- 
vantages were  to  be  dispensed  as  equally  as  possi 
ble  throughout  the  state,  by  the  construction  of  iin 
provements  in  almost  every  county,  and  appropriat- 
ing to  hose  in  which  no  improvements  were  to  be 
made,  $200,000  in  lieu  thereof. 

This  is  the  most  comprehensive  system  of  log- 
rolling, softly  referred  to  by  the  governor  as  “mutual 


concession  and  compromise,”  that  we  have  any  re- 
cord of. 

The  negotiations  of  this  young  state,  for  the  sale 
of  its  bonds,  8tc.  do  not  seem  to  have  been  very 
skilfully  conducted. 

A contract  made  in  London  last  November,  by 
Messrs.  Rawlings  and  Oakley,  on  behalf  of  the 
state,  with  Messrs.  High  &.  Co.  of  that  city,  stipu- 
lated that  four  millions  of  bonds  should  be  put  into 
the  hands  of  the  London  house  for  sale — they 
agreeing  to  advance  $500,000  in  rail  road  iron,  and 
$250,000  in  cash.  The  governor  only  ratified  this 
contract  to  the  extent  of  $1,500,000. 

Some  further  sales  of  bonds  were  made  in  the 
United  States — 300,000  to  J.  Delafield,  of  this  city; 
$500,000  to  the  Farmers’ and  Merchants’  bank  of 
Onondaga,  at  Fayetteville,  in  this  state;  and  a loan 
of  $128,000  was  negotiated  with  the  Poughkeepsie 
Locomotive  Engine  company!  payable  at  the  At- 
lantic bank  in  New  York.  The  governor’s  draft 
for  the  first  instalment  of  this  loan,  however,  was 
protested. 

The  bank  of  Illinois  seems  to  have  stepped  in 
and  aided  the  state  successfully  in  her  dilficullies. 

Some  of  the  counties,  it  seems,  have  refused  to 
assess  the  taxes  imposed  by  the  last  legislature; 
whereupon  the  governor  very  honestly  and  justly 
says: 

Such  proceedings  should  never  be  resorted  to,  and 
cannot  be  tolerated  in  a government  like  our3, 
where  the  people  elect  their  own  legislators,  through 
whom  they  can  only  legitimately  redress  their  griev- 
ances. There  can  be  little  doubt  of  equity  and 
justice  of  the  principle  upon  which  the  law  is  found- 
ed, that  each  individual  should  pay  tax  in  propor- 
tion to  the  value  of  his  property,  but  its  details  are 
justly  considered  exceptionable,  and  call  for  a spee- 
dy revision.  I would,  therefore,  recommend  this 
matter  to  your  consideration,  and  hope  some  mode 
will  be  provided  by  which  its  inforcement  shall,  in 
all  cases,  hereafter  be  insured. 

The  state  bank  of  Illinois,  in  which  the  state 
owns  two  millions  of  stock,  having  suspended  specie 
payments,  while  the  bank  of  Illinois  maintained  hers, 
the  governor  recommends  that  the  state  bank  be 
held  to  a strict  accountability,  and  especially  that 
no  legislative  indulgence. to  the  suspension  be  grant- 
ed. 

MISSOURI  AND  IOWA. 

We  were  led  to  believe,  some  short  time  since, 
that  the  course  adopted  by  the  legislature  of  Iowa 
had  obviated  all  further  apprehensions  of  difficulty 
between  Missouri  and  Iowa,  in  reference  to  the  dis- 
puted boundary.  We  find,  however,  that  tile  trouble 
is  not  yet  over.  The  last  St.  Louis  Bulletin  con- 
tains the  proclamation  of  governor  Boggs,  of  Mis- 
souri, in  which  he  dissents  from  the  resolutions  pas- 
sed by  the  legislature  of  Iowa,  and  adopted  by  the 
county  court  of  Clark  county,  to  suspend  all  hostili- 
ties until  the  1st  day  of  July  next,  and  call3  upon 
all  the  officers  of  the  state,  civil  and  military,  to  ex- 
ercise their  respective  duties  to  their  full  extent  in 
conformity  with  the  laws  of  the  state.  [Nat.  Int. 

MICHIGAN. 

Lieut,  governor  Mundy,  of  Michigan,  while  pro- 
ceeding from  the  senate  chamber  at  Detroit,  Dec. 
26th,  was  assaulted  and  severely  cowhided,  and  his 
face  cut,  by  col.  Edward  Brooks.  The  latter  in  a 
caul,  states  that  it  was  an  affair  altogether  of  a pri- 
vate nature,  apart  from  politics,  and  tiiat  he  had 
thought  at  the  time  the  party  attacked  was  no  longer 
lieut.  governor. 

The  Michigan  legislature  assembled  at  Detroit 
Jan.  6,  and  refused  positively  to  receive  any  com- 
munication from  gov.  Mason.  On  the  next  day  the 
votes  for  governor  and  lieut.  governor  were  counted 
and  judge  Woodbridge,  the  whig  candidate,  was  de- 
clared governor  by  1,248  majority,  and  Gordon, 
whig,  lieut.  governor,  by  1,359. 

POLITICS  OF  THE  DAY. 

DINNER  TO  GENERAL  C.  F.  MERCER. 

From,  the  Nationil  Intelligencer. 

We  mentioned  in  our  last  paper  that  a public 
dinner  had  been  given  to  the  hon.  Charles  Fenton 
Mercer,  on  Friday  last,  in  this  city, on  the  occasion 
of  his  retirement  from  congress,  of  which  he  has 
been  a distinguished  and  most  valuable  member  for 
more  than  twenty  years.  His  very  numerous  and 
attached  friends — who  love  him  for  his  talents,  ac- 
quirements and  virtues — offered  him  the  compli- 
ment of  a public  dinner  several  days  preceding, 
at  which  time  the  following  correspondence  took 
place. 

Washington,  December  24,  1839. 

Dear  sir:  It  is  generally  understood  that  you 
intend  shortly  to  lesign  your  seat  in  congress. 
Whilst  it  is  a matter  of  general  regret  that  the  coun- 
try is  about  to  be  deprived  of  your  valuable  services, 
the  members  of  the  house  of  representatives  feel 
that  they  shall  lose  not  only  an  able  and  enlighten- 


ed public  servant,  but  one  whose  whole  course  has 
been  characterized  by  so  much  of  patriotism  and 
public  virtue,  arid  has  been  peculiarly  marked  by 
the  most  gentlemanlike  courtesy  and  the  kindest 
feelings.  Your  numerous  friends  here  are  unwil- 
ling to  part  with  you  without  some  public  demon- 
stration of  their  respect  and  friendship,  and  have 
deputed  us  to  invite  you  to  a public  dinner,  at  such 
time  as  may  suit  your  convenience. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  dear  sir,  with  the  highest 
respect  and  esteem,  your  obedient  servants, 

JOHN  TALIAFERRO, 
WM.  C.  DAWSON, 
HENRY  A.  WISE, 

W.  THOMPSON,  jr. 

Hon.  C.  F.  Mercer. 

Mr.  Mercer’s  reply. 

Washington,  Dec.  25,  1839. 

Gentlemen:  I have  received,  with  great  sensi- 
bility, the  flattering  testimonial  of  your  regard  af- 
forded me  by  your  invitation  to  partake  of  a public 
dinner  prior  to  my  departure  from  my  native  state 
and  our  final  separation. 

Differing,  as  we  have  done,  on  several  points  of 
public  policy,  I prize  the  more  highly  that  appro- 
bation which  you  have  generously  bestowed  on  the 
motives  which  have  guided  my  public  conduct. 

A prior  engagement  will  carry  me  to  Virginia 
immediately  on  the  resignation  of  my  seat  in  the 
house  of  representatives;  but  it  will  give  me  plea- 
sure to  meet  you  again  on  anj^day  you  will  do  me 
the  honor  to  appoint,  after  the  termination  of  the 
present  week. 

Accept, gentlemen,  foryourselves,  and  be  pleased 
to  convey  to  those  friends  whom  you  represent,  my 
grateful  acknowledgments  for  this  recent  manifes- 
tation of  their  favorable  regard,  and  believe  me  to 
be,  with  profound  respect  and  very  high  esteem, 
your  friend  and  fellow-servant, 

C.  F.  MERCER. 

Hon.  John  Taliaferro,  Wm.  C.  Dawson,  H.  A.  Wise, 
and  W.  Thompson. 

General  Mercer  did  not  return  to  the  city  until 
Friday  last,  and  then  under  the  necessity  of  leaving 
it  again  on  the  following  morning;  but  his  friends 
determined  not  to  be  altogether  deprived  of  the 
pleasure  of  expressing  their  regard  and  respect  for 
him,  and  therefore  ordered  a dinner  at  Brown’s  ho- 
tel, and  invited  him  to  meet  them.  There  was  not 
time  to  give  information  through  the  city,  or  many 
other  friends,  both  in  congress  and  among  the  in- 
habitants of  the  district,  would  have  rejoiced  in  the 
opportunity  of  uniting  in  testifying  their  respect. 
Still  there  was  an  assemblage  of  forty  or  lifty  gen- 
tlemen, consisting  of  senators,  representatives  and 
private  citizens.  The  hon.  Mr.  Southard  of  the 
senate,  presided,  and  the  hon.  W.  Thompson,  re- 
presentative from  South  Carolina,  acted  as  vice  pre- 
sident. 

After  the  dinner  (a  most  excellent  and  well  serv- 
ed one)  was  removed,  Mr.  Southard  called  atten- 
tion to  the  guest,  in  some  eloquent  and  touching ' 
remarks,  in  which  he  referred  briefly,  but  with  pro- 
per feeling,  to  many  of  the  incidents  of  gen.  Mer- 
cer’s public  life,  the  stations  which  he  had  filled, 
and  the  able  manner  in  which  he  had  discharged 
his  high  duties  to  his3tate  and  to  the  union.  Among 
other  thing,  he  alluded  to  his  education  at  the  col- 
lege of  New  Jersey,  his  literary  reputation  there, 
the  honors  he  had  won — which  were  still  freshly  re- 
membered in  after  years,  when  Mr.  S.  and  others 
at  the  table  became  members  of  the  college — to  the 
brilliant  address  which  he  delivered  when  he  pre- 
sented himself  to  receive  his  second  honorary  de- 
gree, which  address,  Mr.  S.  remembered,  embraced, 
among  other  topics,  an  eloquent  and  patriotic  argu- 
ment for  the  navy,  some  passages  of  which  Mr.  S. 
even  yet  recollected  and  recited.  He  also  referred 
to  the  distinguished  services  of  gen.  M.  in  the  le- 
gislature of  his  native  state — to  his  views  and  exer- 
tions on  the  great  questions  of  education  and  of  Af- 
rican colonization — to  his  eminently  valuable  ser- 
vices in  congress — and  to  his  early,  ardent  and  suc- 
cessful labors  in  practically  originating  and  carrying 
forward  that  stupendous  and  truly  national  work, 
the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal.  The  remarks  of 
Mr.  S.  cannot  be  more  fully  recollected.  He  closed 
by  offering  as  a sentiment — 

Charles  Fenton  Mercer — a scholar  rare  and  ripe — 
a patriot  of  enlarged  and  liberal  views — a man  with- 
out reproach.  We  may  testify  our  respect  and  love 
for  him  without  the  purity  of  our  principles  or  of 
our  hearts  being  called  in  question. 

General  Mercer  made  a reply  such  as  those  who 
know  the  sensibility  of  his  heart  and  his  powers  of 
touching  eloquence  may  imagine,  but  no  sketch  of 
it  can  be  attempted.  It  did  honor  to  his  feelings; 
but  his  heait  was  very  full,  and  at  times  histongue 
almost  refused  to  do  its  office.  He  concluded  with 
offering  the  following  toast: 
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The  constitution  of  the  United  States.  The  off- 
spring of  mutual  concession:  may  it  be  sustained 
and  perpeluaied  by  mutual  forbearance. 

Several  other  gentlemen  addressed  the  company 
in  the  course  of  the  evening,  and  gave  animated 
portraits  of  gen.  M’s  character,  public  career,  and 
merits;  among  them,  gen.  Thompson,  of  South  Ca- 
rolina; judge  White,  of  Tennessee;  gov.  Barbour, 
of  Virginia;  gov.  Pope,  of  Kentucky;  Mr.  W.  C. 
Johnson,  of  Maryland;  Mr.  Wise,  of  Virginia;  &.C. 
The  company  separated,  towards  12  o’clock,  wilh 
the  most  heartfelt  wishes  for  the  prosperity  and  hap- 
piness of  their  guest. 

The  slate  of  the  country.  Mr.  Wise,  of  Virginia, 
being  invited  to  attend  a public  dinner  given  to  gen. 
Mercer  by  his  constituents,  on  his  retiring  from  con- 
gress, utters  this  warning  voice  in  hi3  reply'. 

“General  Mercer  is  leaving  us  at  a time  when  no 
friend  of  his  country  must  absent  himself  for  a day 
from  his  post.  The  dangers  daily  thicken  around 
the  institutions  of  the  people.  The  states  them- 
selves are  now  struck  at,  and  one  of  the  sisters  of 
the  confederacy  has  at  length  felt  a blow  from  the 
mace  ol  despotism  which  has  almost  staggered  her 
out  of  the  union.  New  Jersey  stands  at  the  door 
of  the  house  of  representatives  claiming  in  vain  to 
be  admitted,  under  the  solemn  compact  of  the  con- 
stitution, to  the  seals  of  representation.  By  the 
fraud  and  force  of  a reckless  party  spirit,  through 
the  instrumentality  of  a nominal  officer,  she  has 
been  deprived  of  five  out  of  six  of  her  members,  and 
that  officer  has  been  thus  enabled  to  re-elect  him- 
self to  a place  which  he  has  abused  for  selfish  and 
party  purposes.  To  accomplish  these  purposes, 
immoral  and  base  in  themselves,  by  these  means, 
violent  and  unconstitutional,  the  federal  govern- 
ment has  been  for  weeks  virtually  dissolved.  The 
wheels  of  government  have  been  stopped — the  le- 
gislation of  the  country  has  been  arrested — the  bu- 
siness of  the  people  has  been  delayed — their  trea- 
sures uselessly  expended — their  honor  and  dignity 
insulted — their  rights  violated,  to  enable  the  admi- 
nistration to  usurp  a majority  in  this  house!  If  such 
wrong  could  be  perpetrated  to  obtain  this  majority, 
what  wrong  may  we  not  expect  this  majority  to  at- 
tempt to  perpetrate?  There  must  besomething dan- 
gerous and  disastrous  to  our  dearest  interests  con- 
templated by  an  usurpation  so  bold,  so  reckless,  so 
foul,  so  rank.  I apprehend  something  worse  even 
than  what  has  ever  yet  been  done  by  the  worst  of 
rulers,  and  shall  be  thankful  if  the  worst  motive  of 
their  conduct  is  only  to  force  upon  the  country 
an  executive  measure,  which  heretofore  has  been 
thriue  rejected  by  a duly  organized  congress.” 

TRIBUTE  OF  RESPECT  TO  JUDGE  WHITE. 


Washington,  Jan.  14,  1840. 

Dear  sir:  A large  number  of  the  members  of 
both  houses  of  congress,  and  of  your  fellow  citizens 
now  in  Washington,  wishing  to  offer  to  you  some 
testimonial  of  their  esteem  for  you  personally,  and 
of  the  very  high  consideration  in  which  they  hold 
your  public  virtues  and  services,  have  appointed 
us  a committee  to  invite  you  to  a public  dinner. 

In  discharging  this  duty,  we  cannot  repress  an 
expression  of  the  deep  regret  which  we  (in  com- 
mon with  those  who  have  deputed  us)  feel,  that  the 
public  councils,  at  this  important  juncture,  should 
be  deprived,  by  your  retirement,  of  a statesman, 
whose  long  experience,  whose  grave  and  solid  wis- 
dom, whose  stern  integrity,  and  steady  patriotism, 
seemed  to  present  to  our  age  a surviving  father  of 
the  republic. 

We  doubt  not,  3ir,  that,  in  the  consciousness  of 
having  performed  your  high  duties  according  to  your 
deliberate  judgment  of  them,  you  will  find  ample 
solace  under  the  temporary  misconstruction  of  par- 
ty, and  we  feel  assured  that,  having  passed  through 
that  trial  from  which  the  wisest  and  best  of  no  age 
have  been  exempt,  the  time  will  come  when,  by 
universal  consent,  your  reputation  will  be  consider- 
ed by  your  country  as  a valuable  portion  of  its  mo- 
ral wealth. 

We  beg  the  favor  of  you  to  name  a day  when  it 
will  be  convenient  to  you  to  meet  U3. 

With  great  respect  and  esteem,  we  are,  sir,  very 
sincerely,  vour  obedient  servants, 

WM.  C.  PRESTON,  JAMES  COOPER, 

JOS.  TRUMBULL, 
EDWARD  STANLY, 
JAMES  MONROE, 
GEORGE  EVANS, 
JOHN  T.  STUART, 
JAMES  RAR1DEN, 

W.  COST  JOHNSON, 
J.  L.  TILLINGHAST, 
Committee. 


J.  DAVIS 
J.  J.  CRITTENDEN, 
WM.  C.  DAWSON, 
THOS.  CORWIN, 
JOHN  M.  BOTTS, 

R.  GARLAND, 

LEVI  LINCOLN, 
JOHN  WHITE, 
GEO.  W.  CRABB. 


To  the  hon.  Hugh  L.  White. 


Gentlemen:  Your  favorof  this  date  was  receiv- 
ed a few  minutes  since,  and  in  it  I very  unexpect- 
edly fiad  myself  invited,  by  a large  number  of  the 


members  of  both  houses  of  congress,  and  of  my  fel- 
low citizens  now  in  Washington,  toapublic  dinner. 
This  testimonial  from  you,  and  those  whom  you  re- 
present, is  esteemed  by  me  as  more  than  a compen- 
sation tor  all  the  services  it  has  been  in  my  power 
to  render  the  public,  and  I feel  pursuaded  has  been 
dictated  more  by  liberal  sentiments  and  kind  feel- 
ings than  by  any  merit  in  my  private  character,  or 
worth  as  a public  man.  Little  as  I feel  myself 
worthy  of  such  an  honor,  I cannot  deny  myself  the 
pleasure  of  meeting,  perhaps  for  the  last  time,  at  the 
festive  board,  so  many'  gentlemen  revered  for  their 
virtues  and  distinguished  for  their  talents. 

As  you  have  been  so  obliging  as  to  allow  me  to 
name  the  day  on  which  1 can  conveniently  meet 
you,  I take  the  liberty  of  suggesting  Friday  next. 

Do  me  the  favor  to  present  to  those  whom  you 
represent  my  most  profound  acknowledgments  for 
the  honor  they  have  conferred  by  their  invitation, 
and  to  accept  for  yourselves  my  best  thanks  for  the 
flattering  terms  in  which  it  has  been  communi- 
cated. 

With  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect,  I am  your 
most  obedient  servant,  HUGH  L.  WHITE. 

To  the  hon.  Wm.  C.  Preston  and  others,  commit- 
tee. 

The  dinner  to  judge  White  was  given  yesterday 
evening  at  6 o’clock,  at  Brown’s  hotel,  Washing- 
ton. 

The  correspondent  of  the  New  York  Star  of  Jan. 
21st  says: 

“The  dinner  to  judge  White  last  night  was  all, 
and  even  more,  than  his  most  sanguine  friends  an- 
ticipated. All  of  the  distinguished  members  of  both 
houses  of  congress  were  present,  to  do  honor  to  the 
patriotic,  virtuous,  independent  and  fearless  ex-se- 
nator from  Tennessee.  Hugh  L.  White  is  a re- 
markable man.  He  reminds  one  of  those  stern  pa- 
triots, virtuous  heroes  arid  statesmen,  whose  names 
are  found  recorded  on  the  pages  of  ancient  history. 
Indeed  must  the  times  be  disjointed  when  such 
men  are  driven  by  the  scourge  of  party  feeling  from 
the  councils  of  the  nation. 

In  replytfo  a complimentary  toast  from  the  presi- 
dent, Mrirreston,  judge  White  arose  and  made  a 
most  able  and  eloquent  speech  of  about  an  hour’s 
duration,  it  elicited  from  the  large  company  present 
the  most  hearty  applause.  He 'went  into  a history 
of  his  connection  and  acquaintance  with  that  re- 
markable man  of  the  age,  gen.  Jackson.  He  por- 
trayed his  character  with  truth  and  felicity.  He 
said  he  was  made  up  of  all  strong  points  calculated 
to  make  him  fast  friends  and  unyielding  enemies. 
He  never  forgave  those  whom  he  looked  upon  as 
his  enemies.  He  had  another  peculiartrait;  he  was 
constantly  having  a controversy  with  some  person, 
of  the  most  bitter  characrer.  He  could  not  live  or 
rest  without  it.  Judge  White  pledged  himself  to 
the  support  of  the  Harrisburg  nomination,  and  pass- 
ed an  eloquent  eulogy  upon  the  character  of  gen. 
Harrison.  Gov.  Davis,  ol  Massachusetts,  followed 
judge  White,  and  spoke  in  the  most  complimentary 
manner  of  that  gentleman;  he  concluded  by  a toast 
in  allusion  to  the  great  west,  whereupon  Mr.  Clay 
arose  at  the  spontaneous  call  made  upon  him,  to 
respond  to  the  sentiment.  I need  not  say  how  pa- 
triolic  were  his  remarks — how  warmly  they  were 
received.  He  said  he  had  but  one  feeling  touching 
the  contest,  upon  which  we  had  just  entered — an 
ardent  desire  for  the  success  of  gen.  Harrison. 
‘And  sir,’  said  he,  ‘if  we  all  do  our  duty,  he  will  be 
sure  to  succeed:  every  thing  looked  to  this  result.’ 
Messrs.  Preston,  Biddle,  Corwin,  Waddy  Thomp- 
son, Habersham  and  Austin,  of  Boston,  followed 
Mr.  Clay,  at  the  instance  of  the  company.” 

MR.  CALHOUN. 

The  following  letter  from  John  C.  Calhoun 
to  the  editor  of  the  Charleston  Mercury,  ap- 
pears in  a recent  number  of  that  paper.  It 
refers  to  an  epistle  published  last  December  in  the 
same  journal,  which  made  some  noise  among  the 
opposition,  who  seized  upon  it  as  an  evidence  of 
“bargaining  for  the  presidency,”  on  the  part  of  Mr. 
Calhoun — as  a proof  that  the  question  of  “the  suc- 
cession,” as  they  call  it,  was  causing  divisions 
among  the  leading  friends  of  the  administration,  to- 
gether with  other  inferences  which  they  thought 
likely  to  bring  the  democratic  cause  into  danger 
and  disrepute.  The  letter,  it  will  be  remembered, 
was  on  the  subject  of  the  speakership,  and  incor- 
rectly threw  out  the  idea  that  Mr.  Lewis  had  been 
opposed  in  caucus  by  certain  supporters  of  the  ad- 
ministration as  a nullifier,  &c. 

Washington,  January  7,  1840. 

My  dear  sir:  I enclose  an  extract  from  the  In- 
telligence)\ which  will  show  you  what  those  who 
are  opposed  to  me  are  making  of  the  letter  of  your 
correspondent,  republished  in  that  paper.  1 know 
not  who  your  correspondent  is,  nor  have  I any  rea- 
son to  believe  that  he  was  actuated  by  any  unkind 
feelings  towards  me  in  writing  the’  letter;  but  I 


must  say,  be  his  feelings  what  they  may,  he  has  not 
placed  me  either  in  my  true  position  or  one  that  is 
agreeable  to  me.  I am  no  aspirant  to  the  presi- 
dency, or  ever  expect  to  be.  To  hold  me  up  as 
such  is  to  do  me  great  injustice,  and  weaken  me 
in  my  effort  to  carry  out  the  principles  and  policy 
for  which  I have  long  contended,  and  which  I hold 
far  more  dear  than  any  thing  in  the  gift  of  the  go- 
vernment or  people.  To  accomplish  an  object  I 
hold  so  high  is  and  has  been  the  sole  motive,  for 
many  years,  for  my  remaining  at  my  post  here;  and 
whenever  I find  that  my  presence  is  no  longer  of 
any  avail  towards  it,  I shall  cheerfully  retire,  leav- 
ing to  others  to  struggle  for  an  honor  which,  how- 
ever high  and  worthy  of  contest,  has  long  had  but 
few  charms  for  me.  As  to  the  political  move- 
ments here,  to  which  your  correspondent  alludes,  in 
relation  to  what  he  calls  “the  succession,”  and 
which  he  says  is  absorbing  every  thing  else, I know 
nothing.  If  they  exist,  he  does  well  in  represent- 
ing me  as  passive  as  to  what  is  going  on.  All 
who  know  me  know  that  there  is  not  a member  of 
congress  who  takes  less  interest  in  that  to  which 
he  alludes. 

It  is  well  known  to  all  my  friends  here,  that  my 
wish  individually,  was  and  is,  that  they  should  be 
perfectly  passive  as  to  what  relates  to  office,  and  to 
vote  for  the  names  of  those  presented,  by  those 
with  whom  we  are  acting,  unless  there  should  be 
some  valid  personal  objection,  in  order  that  we 
might  have  greater  weight  in  carrying  out  the  mea- 
sures we  desire. 

In  all  this,  I make  no  complaint,  nor  do  I intend 
censure,  and  had  the  letter  appeared  in  a paper  of 
any  other  state,  or  in  any  other  than  a friendly  one 
in  my  own,  it  would  have  passed  without  notice 
from  me.  But,  having  devoted  (he  best  portion  of. 
my  life  to  the  service  of  the  state  and  union,  with- 
out the  hope,  or  even  the  desire  of  reward,  except 
such  as  flows  from  the  conscious  discharge  of  duty 
under  trying  circumstances,  I cannot  but  feel  sen- 
si.bly  any  circumstance  (such  1 believe  this  to  be) 
calculated  to  cast  doubt  on  my  real  motives,  by 
holding  me  up  as  an  aspirant  for  any  office  in  the  gift 
of  the  government  or  people.  Yours  truly, 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

In  introducing  Mr.  Calhoun’s  letter  the  Mercury 
has  the  following  among  other  pertinent  remarks: 

It  is  amusing  to  compare  the  three  last  whig  in- 
ventions touching  Mr.  Calhoun,  put  forth  within  a 
few  weeks  of  each  other. 

First,  they  got  up  a rumor,  which  was  spread  by 
all  the  whig  papers,  that  Mr.  Calhoun  had  all  at 
once  become  an  advocate  of  the  protective  tariff! 
And  how  they  lauded  him!  They  always  thought 
forsooth  that  he  was  too  intelligent  and  patriotic  and 
high-minded  not  to  abandon  the  sub- treasury,  em- 
brace the  American  System,  and  coalesce  with  Mr. 
Clay!  After  all  that  had  been  passed,  there  would 
have-been,  in  their  eyes,  nothing  revolting  in  such 
a conjunction. 

Secondly,  they  repeated  the  same  hosannas  and 
flatteries,  when  they  got  up  another  absurd  rumor 
that  Mr.  Calhoun  was  in  favor  of  the  election  of 
old  general  Harrison.  It  was  to  be  the  making  of 
the  whig  cause. 

And  now,  thirdly,  this  same  Mr.  Calhoun,  be- 
cause he  has  placed  beyond  doubt  his  adherence  to 
his  principles,  and  his  hostility  to  the  whole  whig 
policy  of  consolidation,  and  has  not  allowed  per- 
sonal considerations  to  embarrass  his  discharge  of 
his  public  duty,  is  denounced  by  them  as  a mean 
and  dishonorable  bargainer  for  power;  and  no  epi- 
thet of  contumely  is  too  vile  for  these  high  minded 
wdiigs  to  apply  to  him. 

They  feel  that  he  is  above  them,  and  that  the 
disinterested  support  of  the  south  has  insured  the 
triumph  of  the  republican  principles  enforced  in 
the  measures  of  the  administration,  and  that  the 
struggle  of  the  whigs  tor  the  spoils  is  now  despe- 
rate— “ hinc  illce  lactirymcE.” 

MR.  WEBSTER. 

Letter  from  the  hon.  Daniel  Webster.  The  fol- 
lowing letter  addressed  to  the  duke  of  Rutland,  was 
read  by  him  after  the  annual  dinner  of  the  Liecester- 
shire  Agricultural  association,  of  which  he  is  pre- 
sident, and  published  in  the  London  papers. 

“ London , Nov.  16. 

“My  dear  duke:— I am  obliged  to  you  for  the 
respectful  manner  in  which,  presiding  at  the  meet- 
ing of  the  Waltham  Agricultural  association,  you 
were  pleased  to  refer  to  our  conversation  at  Belvoir, 
and  I have  still  higher  pleasure  in  noticing  the  just 
and  liberal  sentiments  expressed  by  you  on  that  oc- 
casion respecting  the  relations  of  our  respective 
countries.  Such  sentiments,  I assure  you,  will  be 
heartily  reciprocated  on  our  side  of  the  Atlantic  — 
England  and  the  United  States  are  not  only  the  two 
most  commercial  countries  in  the  world,  but  they 
are  also  those  two  which  have  the  greatest  degree  of 
intercourse  with  each  other. 
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“This  will  strike  any  one  who  shall  compare  the 
small  amount  of  annual  trade  between  England  and 
France  with  the  great  amount  of  that  between  Eng- 
land and  the  United  States,  and  yet  France  is  with- 
in sight  of  England,  with  33,000,000  or  3-1,000,000 
of  people,  and  the  United  States  are  3,000  miles  off, 
with  half  that  amount  of  population  and,  notwifh 
standing  the  progress  which  may  be  expected  in 
some  bianches  of  manufactures  in  America,  there  is 
no  reason  to  doubt  that  this  intercourse  will  con- 
tinue, and  perhaps  be  increased,  by  the  rapid  in- 
crease of  population  in  America. 

“While  the  U.  States  continue  to  import  British 
commodities,  it  is  evidently  ttie  interest  of  England 
that  those  her  customers  should  increase  boih  in 
numbers  and  in  the  ability  to  buy  and  consume  her 
products.  On  the  other  hand,  every  intelligent  per- 
son in  America  sees,  not  only  the  evils  which  would 
ensue  from  any  interruption  of  the  harmony  existing 
between  the  two  countries,  but  the  embarrassments 
also  which  must  be  felt  in  America  whenever  any 
diasters  occur  sufficient  io  derange  the  general  pros- 
perous course  of  trade  and  business  in  England. 

“The  intimate  relations  of  commerce  subsisting 
between  the  two  countries,  the  well  known  laws  of 
trade-  and  exchange,  and  the  important  fact  that  both 
countries  use,  to  a great  extent,  a repr  esentative  pa- 
per currency,  necessarily  cause  any  great  embar- 
rassment which  may  be  felt  in  one  to  be  extended 
to  tire  other.  Your  grace  was  quite  right,  I think, 
in  your  observations  on  the  subject  of  corn — Ame- 
rica is  indebted  to  England  in  various  ways,  and  is 
likely  to  remain  so,  while  the  interest  of  money  re- 
mains much  lower  in  the  latter  country  than  in  the 
former. 

“We  have  this  year  a most  abundant  wheat  crop; 
and  if  England  should  have  occasion  to  import  corn 
or  fljur,  both  countries  would  be  benefitted  by  her 
taking  her  supply  from  us.  We  should  be  paying 
so  much  of  our  debt,  and  she  would  be  receiving  her 
supply  without  the  necessity  of  sending  abroad 
specie;  and  it  is  undoubtedly  true  that  the  short  crop 
in  England  last  year,  leading  to  so  heavy  an  export 
of  gold  and  silver  to  the  continent,  most  seriously 
affected  commerce  and  business  in  the  United  States 
as  well  as  in  England. 

“Let  us  hope,  my  dear  duke,  that  between  two 
Christian  nations,  speaking  the  same  language,  de- 
rived from  the  same  origin,  enjoying  the  same  liter- 
ature, and  connected  by  these  mutual  ties  of  interest, 
nothing  may  ever  exist  but  peace  and  harmony,  and 
the  noble  rivalship  of  accomplishing  most  for  the 
general  improvement  and  happiness  of  mankind. 

“Allow  me  to  close  this  letter  with  an  invitation, 
which,  if  given  some  years  ago,  would  have  passed 
for  mere  compliment,  and  that  is,  that  you  will  come 
and  see  us.  You.  are  fond  of  excursions  by  sea. — 
Eighteen  or  twenty  days  will  take  you  from  Belvoir 
Castle  to  the  Falls  of  Niagara,  and  you  may  see 
much  of  America  this  side  of  the  Alleghany,  and 
something  of  what  is  beyond,  ami  return  to  England 
in  a period  hardly  longer  than  an  ordinary  recess  of 
parliament.  Nature  hJs  done  much  in  America 
which  is  worthy  to  attract  your  notice.  Man,  I 
hope,  has  done  something;  and,  at  any  rate,  you, 
and  your  connections  and  friends,  would  be  sure  of 
receiving  that  respectful  and  hearty  welcome  to 
which  your  character  aud  your  hospitality  to  others 
so  well  entitle  you. 

“I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  dear  duke,  very  faith- 
fully yours,  DANIEL  WEBSTER.” 

Hon.  Mr.  Webster’s  account  of  his  tour.  A cor- 
respondent of  the  Journal  of  Commerce  who  was 
present  at  the  dinner  recently  given  to  Mr.  Web- 
ster at  Boston,  writes  as  follows: 

He  gave  us  a very  pleasant,  rapid  sketch  of  his 
general  impressions  abroad — talked  about  English 
verdure — the  air  of  antiquity  in  that  land  which 
strikes  an  American  so  forcibly — and  so  on;  the 
leading  great  men  he  had  seen — the  courts,  parlia- 
ment, &c.  As  to  all  these  his  remark  was,  in  biief, 
that  lie  was  struck  with  the  general  correctness  of  the 
notions  which  prevail  about  them  among  ourselves.  On 
the  whole,  we  seem  to  understand  them  about  as 
well  as  the  mass  of  the  British  public  do.  Boston, 
lie  thought,  considering  its  far  greater  proportion  of 
readers,  was  quite  ahead  of  Dublin  in  this  resppct. 
And  there  was  good  reason  for  it — the  closeness  and 
freedom  of  communication  now  enjoyed.  See.  The 
main  difference  was  that  “we  are  a little  later” — 
some  ten  or  twelve  days,  or  so — nothing  more.  As 
to  his  own  reception,  he  was  quite  modest  of  course, 
and  said  little  more  than  enough  to  show  that  he 
had  been  greatly  gratified.  He  thought  a tine  feel- 
ing towards  ns  generally  prevails  in  the  father  land. 
To  Louis  Piilippe  lie  pai.l  a very  high  compliment 
fir  his  personal  qualities.  The  king,  he  inti  mated, 
cherishes  a warm  regard  for  America,  which  is  much 
enhanced  by  personal  attachments;  and  you  ofcourse 
are  aware  that  his  majesty  figured  here  in  Boston  as 


a teacher  some  half  a century  ago,  and  wa9  treated 
with  a good  deal  of  hospitality  at  the  time.  An  old 
gentleman  tile  other  day,  pointed  out  to  me  the  site 
in  State  street,  (near  Globe  bank)  where  lie  hired 
his  room  of  a tailor.  Mr.  Webster  went  on  with 
his  Scotch  tour — said  lie  had  been  among  the  agri- 
cultural districts  t here — had  omitted  going  to  Swit- 
zerland, Stc.  with  his  family,  for  the  sake  of  these 
and  other  considerations  in  Great  Britain — ami  final- 
ly lie  embarked  for  home  November  22d,  full  of  ad- 
miration lor  many  things  and  many  men  he  had 
seen,  but  more  of  an  American  than  ever. 

THE  COMPROMISE  ACT. 

Mr.  Webster’s  speech.  Our  readers  were  (old 
some  week  or  ten  days  asro,  in  tile  course  of  some 
remarks  made  by  us  oil  the  dispute  between  Mr. 
Calhoun  and  Mr.  Clay  in  the  senate,  as  to  the  re- 
lative position  of  each,  in  reference  to  the  compro- 
mise bill  — that  we  had  in  our  possession  certain 
notes  of  a speech  made  by  Mr.  Webster,  when  that 
bill  was  under  discussion — and  that  urn  hoped  to 
induce  Mr.  W.  to  write  it  out  for  publication.  Tile 
annexed  correspondence  will  explain  what  has 
since  transpired: 

Office  of  the  N.  Y.  American,  Jan.  20/4,  1S40. 

Dear  sir:  You  probably  noticed  an  article  in 
the  New  York  American,  respecting  the  notes  which 
you  gave  me,  long  ago,  of  your  principal  speech  on 
the  compromise  bill,  in  1833. 

As  intimated  in  the  article,  I beg  leave  to  express 
an  urgent  wish  that  you  would  write  out  the  speech 
for  publication.  I should  have  sent  the  notes  to 
Boston,  but  understanding  that  you  were  expected 
to  be  soon  in  this  city,  on  your  way  to  Washington, 
I have  detained  them  till  your  arrival.  You  will  find 
the  notes  to  be  full,  and  the  labor  of  revising  them, 
and  of  putting  them  into  a proper  form  for  publica- 
tion, cannot,  I think,  be  great.  Yours,  very  truly, 

CHAS.  KING. 

New  York , January  20,  1840. 

Dear  sir:  I have  received  your  letter,  together 
with  the  notes  of  my  speech  on  the  compromise 
bill,  which  have  been  so  long  in  your  possession. 
But  I doubt  the  expediency  of  my  revising  those 
notes,  or  attempting  to  put  them  into  the  regular 
form  of  a speech.  It  might  be  thought  rather  a 
speech  of  1S40,  than  the  speech  of  1833. 

The  notes,  however,  are  yours,  and  you  may 
make  any  use  of  them  which  you  think  proper;  but 
if  they  should  be  published,  or  any  part  of  them,  as 
notes  made  by  me,  I wish  them  to  be  published 
without  any  alteration  whatever.  It  will  be  under- 
stood, that  what  is  published  is  not  a speech,  but 
heads,  or  notes,  for  a speech.  Yours  respectfully, 
DANIEL  WEBSTER. 

Charles  King,  esq. 

As  the  disposal  of  these  notes  is  left  entirely  with 
us,  we  have  thought  it  best  at  once  to  give  them  to 
the  public,  and  accordingly  they  follow  these  lines; 
precisely  and  literally  as  they  were  when  first  plac- 
ed in  our  hands  several  years  ago,  and  where  the 
original  manuscript  indicated  that  capitals  or  italics 
w'ere  to  be  used,  we  have  used  them,  and  not  else- 
where. 

An  exact  copy  of  the  original  notes  from  which  Mr. 

Webster  spoke  in  opposition  to  the  compromise  bill, 

March . 1833. 

My  own  situation  unexpected.  I think  opinions 
are  advanced,  and  measures  proposed,  tending  to 
surrender,  or  to  endanger,  a great  practical  power 
of  the  government. 

Under  circumstances  likely  to  give  it  a favorable 
reception. 

No  zealot  for  forced  protection.  Went  w'ith  Mas- 
sachusetts in  1816  and  in  1821. 

Reason  lor  wollen  bill  in  1827 — Bill  of  1828. 

I have  never  wished  to  do  more,  than  to  fulfil  the 
provisions  of  1824. 

The  power,  always  in  the  constitution. 

A bill  is  now  proposed  as  a compromise.  If  is 
brought  forward  by  those  leading  gentleman,  on  the 
side  of  protection. 

It  is  seconded  by  the  leader  of  those  who  held 
the  whole  power  unconstitutional — who  propose  to 
annul  the  laws  of  congress  on  that  ground. 

Under  these  circumstances,  it  cannot  be  impro- 
per to  see  on  what  grounds  this  compromise  is  to  be 
made. 

As  the  measure  proposes  to  extend  through  many 
years,  does  it  bind,  or  attempt  to  bind,  the  discre- 
tion of  congress  hereafter. 

Does  it  contain  any  stipulation,  or  pledge,  or  any 
thing  intended  to  be,  or  which  mav  be  regarded  as 
a stipulation  or  pledge,  that  this  act  of  congress 
shall  not,  at  all  times,  be  as  much  subject  to  be  re- 
pealed, by  a majority  of  both  houses,  as  any  other 
act? 


Does  it  purport  to  prescribe  the  duty  of  the  legis- 
lature in  lime  to  come. 

As  the  question  which  has  hitherto  divided  those 
who  now  come  forward  with  this  compromise,  is  a 
constitutional  question — in  what  manner  is  this  com- 
promised? 

Does  tile  compromise  leave  Ihe  constitutional 
power  untouched  aud  entire?  without  stipulating  to 
forbear  its  exercise,  at  any  time  hereafter,  or  does 
it  surrender  the  constitutional  power,  or  stipulate 
not  to  use  it — or  give  a pledge,  or  create  an  argu- 
ment, founded  on  faith  and  promise,  not  to  use  it 
hereafter. 

These  are  questions  touching  the  general  cha- 
racter of  the  measure. 

I.  1 think  that  there  is  a plain  attempt  to  restrain 
the  discretion  of  future  legislatures. 

Sec.  3.  Four  first  lines.  These  have  no  effect 
whatever,  except  as  a declaration,  that  this  law  shall 
not  be  repealed.  That  must  be  taken  to  be  their 
purpose,  as  they  have  no  other  effect.  They  are 
equivalent  to  saying,  “this  law  shall  not  be  repeal- 
ed.” 

Add  to  this,  the  proviso,  at  the  end  of  the  5th 
section — and  the  whble  proviso,  in  the  6lh  section. 

These  all,  either  impose,  or  imply,  restraints  upon 
congress  in  future;. 

The  effect  of  the  whole  act  is  this. 

All  duties  over  20  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  shall  by 
a series  of  reductions,  be  brought  down  to  that 
amount. 

These  are  duties  on  the  protected  articles. 

They  shall  reach  that  point,  Dec.  1842. 

From  that  time  the  duty  may  be  diminished,  on 
all  articles,  below  20  per  cent. — but  not  raised 
above  it. 

Before  that  time,  rates  less  than  20  may  be  alter- 
ed, by  raising  or  lowering — provided,  always,  they 
are  kept  below  20. 

There  is,  then,  no  discretion  allowed  to  congress 
at  any  time  hereafter,  to  raise  any  duty  higher  than 
20  per  cent. 

It  may  lower  duties  on  some  contingencies. 

It  may  vary  them,  on  others;  still  keeping  them 
below  20  per  cent. 

But  it  cannot,  in  any  state  of  the  country,  in  war 
or  peace. 

On  any  article  of  luxury,  raise  a duty  above  20 
per  cent. 

This  appears  to  me  most  extraordinary  legisla- 
tion. 

What  will  be  our  condition  in  1842.  - 

We  shall  be  under  the  influence  of  this  restraint. 

Our  hands  will  be  tied.  We  can  impose  no  du- 
ty higher  than  20  per  cent. 

II.  Does  the  bill  surrender,  as  far  as  such  a mea- 
sure can  surrender,  the  constitutional  principle. 

I think  it  does. 

1.  The  words  in  the  3d  § can  have  no  meaning 
but  as  a pledge,  that  duties  shall  be  laid  with  no  re- 
gard to  protection.  Their  immediate  author  admits 
them  to  be  immaterial,  as  words  of  enactment. — 
They  express  only  opinions.  Opinions  may  be  ex- 
pressed in  resolutions,  not  in  laws. 

’ We  cannot  enact  opinions. 

It  is  said  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  do  not  con- 
sider them  us  a pledge.  Their  silence  is  eloquence. 

They  do  not  halloo  till  they  are  out  of  the  wood. 
They  are  apledge.  They  are  intended  to  be  so,  and 
will  be  so  regarded. 

2.  Specific  duties,  and  discrimination,  are  both 
abandoned,  as  to  all  protected  articles. 

It  is  said  may  be  used,  under  proviso  in  § 5.  But 
these  are  unprotected  articles. 

As  to  all  protected  articles,  therefore,  discrimi- 
nation is  given  up. 

Now,  this  is  just  what  South  Carolina  has  con- 
tended for. 

All  her  late  papers  insists  on  this,  and  it  is  here 
surrendered.  It  is  just  the  exact  reverse  of  the 
whole  doctrines  of  Mr.  Clay  heretofore. 

The  compromise,  then,  is  a surrender,  on  one 
side,  of  the  permanent  principle;  and  an  allowance, 
on  the  other,  of  a few  years  longer  enjoyment. 

For  a poor  lease  for  8 years,  we  surrender  the  in- 
heritance. 

We  say  to  South  Carolina,  “sacrifice  your  tem- 
porary interests,  and  we  will  sacrifice  our  perma- 
nent principles.” 

Give  us  an  annuity — pension  us — put  us  on  half 
pay  for  9 years  and  we  will  surrender  the  constitu- 
tion. 

You  insist  there  shall  be  no  discrimination.  You 
insist  on  an  equal  ad  valorem.  Let  us  enjoy  our 
present  advantages  9 years,  and  we  will  consent 
that  your  construction  shall  be  engrafted  on  the  con- 
stitution. 

Massachusetts  will  not  make  this  surrender. 

What  will  be  our  condition  in  1842?  A laughing 
stock  to  ail  nations.  A theme  for  all  the  poets,  lau- 
reate in  Ihe  monarchies  of  Europe. 
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An  admirable  example  of  the  power  of  self-go- 
vernment. 

Slates  surrendered  power  to  congress.  Congress 
■manacled  itself ! A spectacle  to  all  nations. 

1.  We  cannot  make  commercial  trealies — 

2.  We  cannot  countervail  foreign  legislation  ! ! 

Suppose  we  had  applied  a similar  principle  to 

our  navigation,  at  any  fixed  rate,  we  should  not  have 
had  a ship  in  any  English  trade. 

If  we  w'ere  under  a colonial  system,  would  our 
condition  be  worse  than  this. 

conqueror  could  not  well  leave  us  less  maslers 
of  our  own  legislation. 

Discrimination  is  every  thing,  in  all  countries. 

Prohibition — impracticable. 

Free  lists — inadequate. 

Mere  incidental  protection  from  equal  ad  valorem, 
nothing. 

Mr.  C.  always  argued  so. 

Discriminating  and  specific  duties  are  the  whole 
substantial  power. 

I am  asked,  “what  will  I do,  when  discrimina- 
nation  will  not  suffice?” 

I answer — We  can  do  no  more. 

But  that  is  enough.  It  will  accomplish  all  our 
purposes. 

We  cannot  protect  things  essential  to  national 
independence.  Gen.  Smith’s  anVendment. 

Where  do  we  get  the  power,  to  impose  these  re- 
straints? 

We  are  agents,  not  owners. 

Public  servants,  not  proprietors  of  the  constitu- 
tion. 

This  bill  the  last  will  and  testament  of  the  22d 
congress. 

The  answer  always  is,  this  bill  will  be  repealed 
before  1842.  The  country  will  not  tolerate  it. 

Then,  why  pass  it? 

But.  who  will  repeal  it?  Will  gentlemen  them- 
selves? 

After  they  have  enjoyed  its  benefits  for  nine  years, 
will  they  standvp  to  repeal  it,  just  at  the  time,  when 
the  enjoyment  of  the  other  side  commences? 

They  cannot  well  do  it. 

They  say,  “the  south  will  see  the  folly  of  it,  and 
consent  to  the  repeal.”  This  admits  it  to  be  un- 
repeatable,  except  by  consent — to  be  a compact. 

Practical  difficulties.  20  per  cent,  on  the  value. 

What  is  the  ride  of  value?  Cotton. 

1.  Does  it  supercede  the  minimum. 

2.  Does  it  act  on  the  minimum  value. 

3.  Does  it  adopt  value,  according  to  § 7,  of  1832, 
and  consider  minimums  or  duties.  Different  re- 
sults. 

Cloth  at  S cents  a yard. 

In  1 case,  duties  less  than  2 cents  a yard. 

In  2 cases,  “ “ 6 1-2  do. 

In  3 cases,  “ “ 5 1-5  do. 

Which  is  right? 

Iron.  What  rule  of  value?  Is  law  practicable? 

Sugar.  Not  a fraction  of  a cwt.  and  not  2 years, 
but  a variation  on  every  invoice. 

Practical  operation. 

1.  As  a measure  of  finance,  objectionable;  because 
diminution  of  duties,  in  some  cases,  will  increase 
revenue. 

Bring  articles  now  at  30,  down  to  20,  it  will  in- 
crease revenue.  Ready  made  clothing — boots 

AND  SHOES,  &C. 

Spirits. 

As  a measure  of  public  policy,  it  subjects  us  to 
foreign  legislation — restrains  us  in  our  means  of 
self-defence. 

As  to  effects  on  particular  interests. 

1.  Cottons,  it  will  destroy  all  printing  establish- 
ments— Lowell  memorial — read. 

2.  It  will  break  up  all  small  capitalists  in  the  cot- 
ton business. 

Mr.  Lawrence,  Mr.  Otis. 

II.  Woollens.  It  will  destroy  this  branch  of  bu- 
siness, 20  per  cent,  on  wool,  and  on  woollens;  de- 
stroys both. 

Long  before  1842.  This  business  will  sink. 

It  is  just  as  well  to  make  it  free  at  once.  It  will 
be  a doomed  interest — Its  destruction  forever.  And 
it  must  sink. 

In  this  respect,  the  bill  is  an  entire  abandonment 
of  the  whole  system. 

Immediately  the  less  subslantial  establishments 
will  fall.  A rush  into  other  branches  will  follow. 

The  ruin  of  the  woollen  interests,  is  the  ruin  of 
the  wool  growing  interests. 

Iron.  Coal.  The  middle  stales — Glass.  Sugar. 

tjfjrThe  arlizans — the  adze  lists,  &c. 

And  why  is  this  surrender  made?  What  will  be 
the  effect.  Is  not  the  effect  to  give  nullification  a 
triumph,  over  the  protecting  system. 

The  triumph  over  the  manufactures  is  not  to  be 
completed  in  9 years. 

Over  the  constitution  and  laws,  it  takes  place  at 
oDce. 


How  is  this  expedient,  since  Mr.  Clay  has  found 
out,  since  the  beginning  of  the  session,  that  South 
Carolina  means  nothing  but  a law  suit.  All  this  sa- 
crifice is  to  be  made,  then,  not  to  avoid  civil  war, 
but  a war  of  processes. 

This  measure  can  give  no  permanent  peace. 

The  country  will  not  acquiesce  in  it. 

An  attempt  will  be  made,  at  next  session,  and  at 
every  session,  to  break  up  this  compromise,  and  to 
relieve  the  constitution  and  congress  from  their 
shackles. 

They  will  feel  bound  to  undo  it. 

Will  Pennsylvania  consent  to  see  thi3  work  of 
destruction  to  her  interests  go  on?  Never. 

She  will  make  perpetual  war  against  it.  So  will 
all  the  wool  growing  country.  So  will  all  the  coun- 
try of  free  labor.. 


LETTER  OF  THE  HON.  HUGH  L.  WHITE, 
To  the  legislature  of  Tennessee,  on  declining  to  obey 

certain  of  their  resolutions  of  instruction,  and  re- 
signing the  office  of  senator  of  the  United  States. 

IN  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES,  JANUARY  13,  1840. 

Mr.  White  rose  and  addsessed  the  senate  to  the 
following  effect: 

Mr.  President:  I have  a duty  to  perform  this 
morning,  before  we  proceed  to  any  regular  order  of 
the  day.  Presuming  that  the  business  of  present- 
ing petitions  is  now  over,  I proceed  to  discharge  it 
with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 

When  I reached  this  place  on  the  29th  of  No- 
vember last,  I was  furnished  by  one  of  our  officers 
with  a letter  which  contained  several  resolutions 
adopted  by  the  legislature  of  Tennessee,  condemn- 
ing one  of  the  votes  given  by  the  senators  from  that 
state,  at  the  last  session,  and  instructing  them  how 
to  act  in  future,  on  many  subjects.  I believed  my 
duty  to  my  state  and  to  the  public  would  be  best 
discharged  by  remaining  in  my  seat,  and  continuing 
to  attend  to  the  business  of  the  senate,  in  the  man- 
ner I had  been  accustomed  to  do,  until  some  of  the 
subjects  specifically  mentioned  in  the  resolutions 
should  be  placed  before  the  body  for  discussion. — 
On  this  day  of  the  last  week  the  honorable  chair- 
man of  the  committee  on  finance  reported  a bill, 
commonly  called  the  sub-treasury  bill,  and  gave 
notice  that  on  this  day  he  would  ask  for  its  con- 
sideration. This  being  one  of  the  subjects  men- 
tioned in  the  resolutions,  the  time  has  arrived  when, 
in  my  opinion,  it  is  respectful  for  the  legislature  of 
my  state  that  I should  present  them  to  this  body, 
to  the  end  that  the  members  of  it,  as  well  as  the 
community  at  large,  may  be  made  acquainted  with 
what  the  general  assembly  has  chosen  to  express 
as  public  opinion  in  Tennessee.  I move  that  the 
preamble  and  resolutions  which  I now  send  to  the 
secretary  may  be  read,  printed  and  laid  on  the 
table. 

Alter  the  resolutions  had  been  read  Mr.  White 
proceeded  and  said: 

Mr.  President:  As  I am  now  a member  of  this 
body,  and  my  instructions  have  been  read  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed,  I consider  it  proper  that  I 
should  follow  the  example  set  by  others,  and  make 
equally  public  the  conclusions  to  which  I have 
come  in  relation  to  them. 

The  subjects  of  which  they  treat  are  of  vital  in- 
terest to  the  country,  and  I am  anxious  that  the 
opinions  1 entertain  and  express  upon  them  should 
neither  be  misunderstood  nor  misrepresented;  I will, 
therefore,  take  the  liberty  of  deviating  from  my 
usual  course  of  delivering  my  sentiments,  (which 
has  been  not  even  to  use  notes),  and  will  now  read 
the  answer  which  I have  prepared,  and  intend, 
without  delay,  to  forward  to  the  same  body  which 
adopted  the  resolutions. 

Mr.  While  then  read  his  answer  in  the  following 
words: 

To  the  honorable  the  general  assembly  of  the  state  of 
Tennessee. 

Gentlemen:  On  the  29th  of  November  last,  in 
the  city  of  Washington,  I received  a copy  of  sun- 
dry preambles  and  six  resolutions,  which  appear  to 
have  been  adopted  by  you  on  the  14th  of  that  month, 
instructing  your  senators  and  requesting  the  repre- 
sentatives in  the  congress  of  the  United  States  how 
to  act  on  a variety  of  subjects. 

An  answer  to  the  resolutions  would  have  been 
immediately  given,  had  I not  believed  it  my  duly 
to  remain  at  the  post  assigned  me  by  your  prede- 
cessors, until  some  of  the  matters  specified  in  them 
should  be  presented  to  the  senate  for  its  action. — 
Although  I might  entertain  an  opinion  different 
from  that  employed  by  your  honorable  body,  and 
might  be  unwilling  to  surrender  that  opinion,  yet, 
if  no  case  should  be  presented  for  the  action  of  the 
seriate,  in  relation  to  which  such  difference  of  opi- 
nion existed,  I could  perceive  no  good  reason  why 
I should  state  what  course  l would  pursue  upon  a 
I subject  which  might  never  be  presented  for  consi- 


deration. Now,  however,  bills  are  presented  to  the 
senate  upon  some  of  the  subjects  embraced  in  your 
resolutions,  and  I deem  it  my  duty,  without  further 
delay,  to  inform  you  that  I cannot  obey  the  instruc- 
tions contained  in  some  of  those  resolutions,  and 
respectfully  to  assign  some  of  the  reasons  which 
influence  my  conduct. 

That  I may  be  the  better  understood,  I will  no- 
tice each  of  the  resolutions  in  the  order  in  which 
they  are  adopted. 

First.  As  one  of  your  senators,  I am  instructed 
“to  vote  against  the  chartering,  by  congress,  of  a 
national  bank.”. 

This  instruction  corresponds  with  the  opinion  I 
have  repeatedly  expressed  and  acted  on,  and  I could 
now  feel  no  difficulty  in  conforming  my  vote  to 
your  wishes  on  this  subject. 

Secondly.  I am  instructed  “to  vote  for,  and  use 
all  fair  and  proper  exertions  to  procure  the  passage 
of  the  measure  brought  forward  in  the  congress  of 
the  United  States,  commonly  called  the  sub-treasury 
bill,  or  independent  treasury  bill,”  &c.  &c. 

The  following,  with  many  other  reasons  induced 
me  to  believe  I ought  not  to  comply  with  the  in- 
structions contained  in  this  resolution. 

It  has  often  happened,  and  will  generally  be  the 
case,  that  a considerable  time  must  elapse  between 
the  receipt  of  public  money  from  the  debtor  to  the 
United  States,  and  its  disbursement  to  their  credi- 
tors; during  this  interval,  the  money  will  be  much 
more  safe  in  the  custody  of  well  selected  banks, 
than  it  can  be  in  the  hands  of  individuals,  suoposing 
them  to  be  faithful. 

Suppose  any  one  of  your  honorable  body  had  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars  of  his  own  money,  which 
he  did  not  intend  to  use  for  six  or  nine  months,  and 
lived  in  the  vicinity  of  a bank  of  respectable  stand- 
ing, would  he  keep  the  money  in  his  own  house, 
under  his  own  care,  or  would  he  deposite  it  in  bank 
for  safe-keeping  until  he  wished  to  use  it?  If  he 
was  a prudent  man,  regarding  his  own  interest,  he 
certainly  would  deposite  it. 

Are  we,  then,  justified  in  taking  less  care  of  the 
people’s  money  than  a prudent  man  would  take  of 
his  own?  With  great  deference  to  your  better 
judgment,  I think  not. 

It  often  happens  that  the  receiving  officers  have 
on  hand  much  larger  sums  than  that  named  in  the 
supposed  case,  arid  as  the  sum  is  increased,  and  the 
time  it  is  to  be  kept  between  its  receipt  and  dis- 
buiseinent  enlarged,  the  danger  of  loss,  when  in 
the  hands  of  an  individual,  is  increased  likewise. 

Again.  All  experience  teaches  us  that  large  sums 
of  public  money  left  in  the  hands  of  individuals, 
will  be  misused  and  squandered.  It  will  either  be 
used  by  the  individual  himself  for  his  own  purpose, 
or  loaned  to  importunate  friends  whom  he  may 
wish  to  accommodate,  and  who  are  sure  not  to  be 
able  to  return  it  when  called  for. 

It  is  said,  banks  are  irresponsible,  therefore  not 
to  be  trusted.  In  my  opinion,  generally  they  are 
more  responsible  than  individuals.  They  have 
more  means  with  which  to  pay,  and  if  they  fail  to 
make  payments  when  required,  they  are  as  much 
amenable  to  the  process  of  a court  of  justice  as  in- 
dividuals are;  and,  in  addition,  they  are  to  be  found 
with  much  more  certainty,  as  a corporation  aggre- 
gate can  very  seldom  abscond,  or  leave  the  country, 
which  an  individual  easily  can,  and  often  does  do, 
when  he  misuses  the  public  money. 

We  need  all  the  checks  which  can  reasonably  be 
imposed  on  our  collecting  and  disbursing  officers. 
Banks  have  been  found  to  furnish  one  highly  bene- 
ficial upon  both  of  these  classes.  By  a regulation 
between  the  treasury  department  and  each  deposite 
bank,  the  latter  has  been  required  at  short  periods 
to  furnish  its  account  current  with  the  treasurer, 
and  on  the  face  of  it  to  show  all  sums  deposited  to 
his  credit,  when  such  deposites  ware  made,  and  by 
whom.  By  comparing  this  account  with  the  ac- 
counts furnished  by  the  respective  officers  them- 
selves, it  can  readily  be  discovered  whether  they 
are  misusing  the  public  money  or  not.  By  the  pro- 
posed change,  and  allowing  the  collectoror  receiver 
to  be  himself  the  keeper  until  the  money  is  wanted 
for  use,  you  have  no  check  whatever,  and  the 
whole  money  received  by  an  officer  may  be  squan- 
dered before  it  is  wanted  for  disbursement,  without 
any  means  of  detection. 

I,  therefore,  conclude  the  sub-treasury  bill  ought 
not  to  be  passed,  if  there  were  no  other  objections 
to  it  save  that,  of  the  public  money  being  less  se- 
cure. But  there  are  other  weighty  objections. 

The  only  plausible  reason  which  can  be  assigned 
why  we  should  discard  banks  entirely  and  appoint 
sub-treasurers  keepers  of  the  public  f unds,  must  be, 
that  the  banks  are  unworthy  of  confidence.  If  that 
be  so,  does  it  necessarily  follow  that  you  ought 
either  not  to  receive  any  bank  notes  in  discharge 
of  dues  to  the  government,  or,  if  received,  that  you 
should  order  the  officer  with  whom  they  are  depo» 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— FEB.  1,  1840— LETTER  OF  THE  HON.  II.  L.  WHITE. 


361 


sited  tor  safe-keeping,  immediately  to  call  upon  the 
banks  for  specie  to  their  amount.  It  is  absurd  to 
say  we  will  not  deposite  with  the  bank,  because 
we  have  no  confidence  in  it,  and  at  the  same  time 
to  allow  our  officers  to  receive  bank  notes  and  re- 
tain them  in  the  hands  of  our  officers  up  to  the  time 
we  wish  to  pay  the  money  away.  There  is  less 
probability  that  the  banks  woidd  redeem  their  notes 
in  specie  when  called  on,  than  that  they  would  de- 
ny the  payment  of  specie  for  money  received  on 
deposite. 

The  practice  then  of  receiving  nothing  but  specie 
from  debtors,  or  of  immediately  converting  the 
notes  received  into  specie,  and  locking  that  up 
until  the  lime  of  disbursement  arrives,  must  be  re- 
sorted to,  in  order  to  carry  out  your  wishes. 

This  I apprehend  would  be  luinous  to  society. — 
A large  portion  of  the  specie  that  might  otherwise 
circulate  would  be  withdrawn  from  the  use  of  every 
person  a considerable  portion  of  each  year.  This 
would  elFect  the  prices  of  property,  of  labor,  and  of 
every  thing  else,  and  would  render  it  next  to  im- 
ossible  for  even  a prudent  man,  who  happened  to 
e in  debt,  ever  to  extricate  himself. 

Besides  this,  the  heavy  draws  for  specie  upon 
banks  would  compel  them,  in  a short  time,  either 
to  wind  up  or  to  do  a very  precarious  business. — 
Whenever  a suspension  of  specie  payments  would 
take  place,  we  would  have  a depreciated  paper  cur- 
rency, on  which  to  do  the  business  of  the  country, 
and  specie  would  become  an  article  of  merchandise. 
The  man  in  office,  or  who  had  a job  or  contract 
with  the  government,  would  receive  his  salary  or 
his  pay  in  specie,  which  he  would  immediately  sell 
Tor  bank  paper,  receiving  a premium  of  some  ten 
or  fifteen  per  centum,  and  with  that  paper  pay  his 
debts  or  purchase  such  property  as  he  might  wish. 
This  practice  is  at  this  moment  in  operation.  For 
every  hundred  dollars  paid  me  as  a member  of  con- 
gress, I can  receive  one  hundred  and  eight  or  nine 
dollars  in  bank  notes,  anil  with  them  pay  the  land- 
lord who  feeds  or  the  tailor  who  clothes  me. 

It  has  appeared  to  me,  if  we  commence  this  en- 
tire operation  which  your  resolution  contemplates, 
and  go  into  this  thorough  hard  money  system,  we 
shall  presently,  in  Tennessee  especially,  be  in  a de- 
plorable condition.  Look  at  its  effects:  all  debts 
and  taxes  are  to  be  paid  to  the  federal  government 
in  hard  money,  or  in  bank  notes,  for  which  the 
specie  will  be  immediately  received,  and  the  specie 
thus  received  is  to  be  locked  up  securely,  until  it 
is  paid  out  in  discharge  of  some  debt  due  bv  the 
government.  Suppose  our  first  year’s  taxes  paid 
in  all  the  states,  amounting  to  some  twenty-five  or 
thirty  millions  of  dollars;  that  is  only  to  be  returned 
into  circulation  when  the  federal  government  pays 
the  debts  which  it  owes.  What  chance  will  Ten- 
nessee have  to  receive,  by  federal  disbursement, 
any  portion  of  what  she  may  have  paid?  We  have 
no  forts,  no  boundaries,  no  arsenals,  no  fortifications, 
no  army,  no  navy,  navy  yards,  or  dry  docks.  In 
short,  we  have  next  to  no  objects  upon  which  the 
federal  government  expends  money,  therefore  none 
of  it  would  be  returned  to  us.  We  must  pay  up 
our  full  proportion  of  all  indirect  taxes  in  hard 
money,  with  a certainty  that  little  or  none  of  it 
would  be  returned  to  us  by  federal  expenditures, 
and,  in  the  course  of  a very  few  years,  we  must  be 
drained  of  every  hard  dollar  we  now  have. 

There  is  another  class  of  objections  against  this 
measure,  entitled,  I think,  to  still  more  grave  consi- 
derations: the  additions  it  will  make  to  the  powers 
of  the  federal  executive.  Every  officer  with  which 
the  money  is  to  be  deposited,  or  left  for  safe- keep- 
ing, will  be  appointed  by  the  president,  and  re- 
movable at  his  pleasure.  We  might  as  wrell  give  it 
to  the  president  himself  as  entrust  it  to  those  whom 
he  can  and  will  control. 

This  plan  will  multiply  officers,  and  increase 
considerably  our  expenses  at  its  commencement, 
and,  in  the  end,  no  man  can  foresee  the  swarms  of 
dependents  it  may  generate,  and  the  additions  it 
may  occasion  to  our  expenditures  of  the  public 
money. 

By  the  use  of  the  patronage  already  belonging 
to  that  officer,  we  all  know  and  feel  that  a large 
portion  of  the  power  vested  in  the  legislative  de- 
partment exists  only  in  name;  it  is  in  substance 
vested  in,  and  expressed  by,  the  president  as  he 
wills;  shall  we,  then,  give  him  a controlling  pow- 
er over  all  the  pecuniary  resources  of  the  federal 
government?  For  one,  I cannot  consent  to  it. 

Lastly,  this  sub-treasury  is  nothing  but  a step- 
ping stone  to  a bank  created  by  the  federal  govern- 
ment, bottomed  on  its  own  lunds,  attached  to  the 
treasury  department,  and  all  placed  at  the  control 
of  the  president,  or  of  those  who  will  never  havp 
any  will  which  does  not  correspond  with  his. 

It  appears  to  me  no  reasonable  man  can  think,  if 
we  commence  this  system,  we  are  to  stop  short  of 
such  a bank 


Let  one  year  only  pass  with  all  your  revenue  in 
specie,  and  that  locked  up,  your  state  banks  and 
paper  currency  deranged,  and  what  then?  Those 
who  may  wish  to  carry  out  this  system  will  then 
recur  to  the  sound  doctrine  advanced  by  the  late 
president  (Jackson),  “that  the  money  of  the  coun- 
try ought  not  to  be  kept  locked  up  by  the  govern- 
ment, any  more  than  the  arms  belonging  to  the  citi- 
zens; both  will  be  sure  to  be  misused.”  And  it 
will  be  urged  that  society  is  suffering  for  a sound 
circulating  medium.  We  must  pass  a law  autho- 
rising this  money  to  be  loaned,  the  interest  will 
ease  us  of  the  payment  of  such  taxes,  and,  by  cir- 
culating treasury  notes  or  drafts  drawn  by  one  of 
these  treasurers  upon  another,  we  will  have  a sound 
paper  currency,  good  every  where,  and  bottomed 
on  a metalic  basis.  This  doctrine  will  become  the 
democratic  doctrine,  and  every  man  who  opposes  it 
will  be  denounced  as  a bank  bought  federalist;  the 
law  will  pass,  and,  in  due  form,  we  shall  have  the 
treasury  bank.  And  what  then? 

The  purse  and  the  sword  will  be  united,  and  a pow- 
er to  increase  the  purse,  an  need  may  require,  not  by 
adding  eagles  and  hard  dollars  to  our  funds,  but  by 
issues  of  paper  in  such  sums  as  may  be  deemed 
necessary  and  proper.  This  bank,  with  its  pecu- 
niary means,  and  the  credit  and  resources  it  will 
possess,  can  either  destroy  or  render  subservient  to 
the  views  of  the  executive  any  state  bank  which 
may  be  in  existence.  The  whole  moneyed  power, 
not  only  of  the  federal  government,  but  of  all  state 
banks,  being  thus  placed  in  the  haridsof  the  pre- 
sident, he  will  be  able  to  control  the  destinies  of 
the  country. 

His  will  becomes  the  law  of  the  land.  He  will 
never  again  have  to  appeal  to  "the  sober  second, 
thoughts  of  the  people ” to  carry  any  favorite  mea- 
sure. His  first  recommendation  will  always  secure 
its  speedy  enactment  into  a law. 

In  the  views  which  I take  of  this  subject,  I may- 
be in  error;  but  they  are  sincerely  entertained.  In 
the  first  instance,  I placed  my  vote  against  it,  un- 
der the  belief  that  such  were  the  sentiments  of  the 
people  I represented.  Afterwards,  I was  instruct- 
ed by  the  legislature  to  continue  my  opposition.  I 
did  so,  from  a conviction  that  I was  right;  and 
nothing  would  give  me  more  pleasure  than  to  con- 
form iriy  vote  to  your  wishes,  if  the  measure  were 
an  ordinary  one,  or  if  I believed  the  error  of  sanc- 
tioning it  could  be  corrected;  but,  believing,  as  I 
do,  that  the  power  once  granted  to  the  executive 
can  never  be  recalled,  and  that  its  exercise  will 
take  from  the  people  that  freedom  of  thought  and 
of  action  which  alone  entitles  ourgovernment  to  be 
considered  free,  I most  respectfully  but  decidedly 
state  that  I cannot  and  will  not  obey  the  instruction 
contained  in  your  second  resolution. 

Your  third  resolution  unqualifiedly  condemns  the 
provisions  of  a bill  of  the  last  session,  entitled  a 
bill  to  prevent  the  interference  of  certain  federal 
officers  in  elections,  declares  the  same  to  be  a vio- 
lation o(  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  un- 
qualifiedly condemns  the  vote  given  in  favor  of  said 
bill  by  my  colleague  and  myself,  and  instructs 
your  senators  to  vote  against,  and  to  use  all  fair 
and  proper  exertions  to  prevent,  the  passage  of  the 
same,  or  any  similar  bill. 

When  my  colleague  and  myself  gave  our  votes 
in  favor  of  that  bill,  we  acted  under  the  same  so- 
lemn sanction  of  an  oath  to  support  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  that  the  members  of  your 
honorable  body  did  when  the  v voted  in  favor  of  this 
condemnatory  resolution.  We  had  the  benefit  of 
very  able  arguments  both  for  and  against  the  bill. 
We  examined  it  with  all  the  care  we  could,  and 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  not  unconstitu- 
tional, and,  believing  that  the  prevailing  practice 
of  the  president  interfering  in  ejections,  both  state 
and  federal,  through  the  instrumentality  of  officers 
who  hold  their  places  during  his  pleasure,  called 
loudly  for  a remedy,  we  voted  in  favor  of  its  pas- 
sage. 

If  your  decision  was  final,  I would  not  be  so 
childish  as  to  ask  of  you  to  reconsider  the  consti- 
tutional question. 

To  men  of  ordinary  capacity,  or  equivocal 
moral  character,  I might  make  such  a request,  from 
a belief  that  the  decision  was  a hasty  one,  produc- 
ed by  some  extraneous  influence,  and  that  a more 
deliberate  investigation  of  the  subject  might  lead 
to  a different  conclusion;  but,  when  I reflect  that 
the  leading  members  of  that  majority  which  passed 
the  resolution  are  men  as  much  distinguished  by 
their  moral  character  as  by  their  intellectual  attain- 
ments and  dee.p  researfh  on  objects  connected  with 
constitutional  law.  and  see  that  my  vote  is  not 
only  ‘•condemned,"  but ‘‘unqualifiedly  condemned,” 
1 cannot  hope  thal  one  of  my  humble  pretensions 
could  urge  any  thing  which  would  occasion  even 
a doubt  in  your  minds  of  the  correctness  of  your 
decision. 


But  there  is  a higher  earthly  tribunal  than  your 
honorable  body  that  will  judge  both  your  vote  and 
mine,  and  pass  sentence  dispassionately,  without 
any  predisposition  to  unqualifiedly  condemn  either 
of  us,  but  in  charity  hoping  that  each  believed, 
when  giving  his  vote,  he  was  acting  correctly.  To 
that  tribunal,  then,  our  common  constituents,  through 
you,  their  immediate  representatives,  I beg  leave 
respectfully  and  briefly  to  assign  some  of  the  rea- 
sons which  influenced  the  vote  complained  of. 

Every  officer  named  in  that  bill  holds  his  office 
at  the  will  of  the  president,  and  is  liable  to  be  dis- 
missed whenever  it  is  the  pleusure  of  the  president 
to  dismiss  him.  Each  and  every  one  of  the  offices 
is  created  by  act  of  congress.  The  qualification 
for  the  office,  the  tenure  of  it,  and  the  duties  to  be 
performed  by  the  officers,  are,  and  were,  matters 
of  legislative  enactment.  The  presideirt  has  no 
power  to  dismiss  or  control  one  of  these  officers, 
merely  because  he  is  president,  but  because  con- 
gress by  law  gave  him  that  power.  The  bill  itself 
expressly  provided  that  ajl  these  officers  should  be 
secure  in  the  right  to  vote  on  all  elections,  accord- 
ing to  their  own  judgment,  and  only  forbade  their 
interference  to  control  and  influence  the  votes  of 
others. 

I.  3liirm  that  congress  had  the  power  to  create 
these  offices  or  not  at  its  pleasure.  That,  when 
they  were  created,  congress  could  prescribe  the 
duties  of  the  officers.  That,  if  it  had  been  deemed 
necessary,  congress  could  have  enacted  that  the 
officers  should  hold  the  office  during  good  beha- 
vior; but  that  if  any  one  of  the  officers  interfered 
to  influence  the  votes  of  others,  in  any  election, 
either  state  or  federal,  it  should  be  a misdemeanor 
in  office,  for  which  he  should  be  dismissed. 

When  the  bill  complained  of  was  under  conside- 
ration, congress  had  exactly  the  same  power  over 
the  subject  that  it  had  when  the  offices  were  first 
creating.  They  might  have  repealed  the  law  en- 
tirely, and  thus  have  turned  out  every  one  of  these 
officers. 

Suppose,  instead  of  the  bill  complained  of,  a 
bill  had  been  introduced  and  passed,  stating  that, 
whereas  these  officers  were  in  the  habil  of  inter- 
fering to  influence  the  votes  of  the  citizens  in  elec- 
tions, therefore,  be  it  enacted,  that  the  law  creat- 
ing their  offices  should  be  repealed,  &c.  would 
your  honorable  body  venture  the  opinion  that  such 
law  would  have  been  unconstitutional  and  that 
these  officers  would  still  have  remained  in  office? 
I think  not. 

On  the  question  of  constitutional  power' there 
can  be  no  distinction  between  the  case  supposed, 
and  the  bill  complained  of.  If  the  one  would  have 
been  constitutional,  so  is  the  other. 

Prior  to  the  year  1820,  these  officers  held  their 
office  during  pleasure.  Congress  then  believed 
many  of  them  had  misdemeaned  themselves,  were 
defaulters,  &c  ; and,  with  a view  to  provide  a reme- 
dy, on  the  15th  of  May,  in  that  year,  an  act  was 
passed  changing  their  tenure,  and  limiting  each  of 
them  to  the  term  of  four  years,  and  made  them  re- 
moveable at  pleasuie  within  these  four  years.  Has 
it  ever  been  thought  that  that  act  was  unconstitu- 
tional? Not  at  all.  Yet  such  an  objection  might 
have  been  urged  with  much  more  force  in  that  case 
than  in  this. 

The  only  reason  assigned  in  your  resolution  why' 
this  bill  was  unconstitutional  is,  that  it  took  from 
these  officers  the  liberty  of  speech,  and  the  consti- 
tution provides  that  “congress  shall  pass  no  law 
abridging  the  freedom  of  speech  and  of  the  press.” 

This  provision  in  the  constitution  was  intended 
for  the  safety  and  protection  of  the  common  citi- 
zen who  holds  no  office.  It  was  foreseen  that  those 
in  office  might  abuse  their  trust,  and,  to  protect 
themselves  against  exposure,  might  pass  laws  re- 
straining the  citizens  from  censuring  them,  either 
in  speeches  or  through  the  press.  Now,  in  your 
resolution,  you  exactly  reverse  the  matter,  and 
suppose  it  was  intended  to  protect  the  instruments 
of  the  president,  who  hold  office  at  his  will,  in  their 
endeavors  to  influence  and  mislead  the  people  in 
elections.  During  the  administration  of  the  elder 
Mr.  Adams,  many  complaints  were  made  and 
charges  urged,  both  in  speeches  and  through  the 
press,  by  the  citizens,  against  him  and  tho=e  in  office 
under  him.  With  a view  to  silence  the  citizens, 
and  to  maintain  and  shield  those  in  office,  the  sedi- 
tion law  was  passed.  The  republicans,  one  and 
all,  condemned  it  as  unconstitutional  and  unjust, 
and  they  were  right  in  such  condemnation. 

Your  resolution  maintains  now,  exactly  the  same 
doctrines  then  advanced  by  the  federalists.  They 
wished  to  silence  the  people,  that  they  might  retain 
their  places  and  power;  an'd  your  resolution  seeks 
to  allow  the  officeholders  to  go  forth  with  all  their 
power  and  influence,  to  mislead  and  corrupt  the 
people,  obtain  their  votes  in  elections,  and  thus  re- 
tain their  offices  with  all  their  emoluments. 
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Does  your  honorable  body  intend  to  affirm  that 
congress  ha3  no  power  to  regulate  the  conduct  of 
this  class  of  officers?  Are  they  to  be  allowed  to  go 
forth  on  days  of  election,  and,  with  a view  to  pro- 
cure votes  for  the  president  or  his  favorites,  pro- 
mise money  or  offices,  jobs  or  contracts , by  which 
much  money  may  be  made  with  but  little  labor? 
The  officeholder,  in  making  these  promises  to  influ- 
ence voters,  would  be  using  his  powers  of  speech, 
which  the  resolution  affirms  congress  cannot  abridge 
or  lessen.  If  the  proposition  can  be  maintained, 
then  congress  had  better  go  home,  and  yield  up 
every  thing  to  the  president  and  the  corps  who  hold 
office  at  his  pleasure. 

We  will  alter  a little  reflection,  perceive  that  this 
resolution  not  only  unqualifiedly  condemns  your 
senators  for  their  vote,  but  necessarily  the  conduct 
and  opinions  of  others  whom  the  country  has  most 
delighted  to  honor. 

The  only  reason  assigned  in  your  resolution  why. 
this  bill  was  unconstitutional  is,  that  it  abridged  the 
freedom  of  speech.  If  you  are  correct,  how  dare 
Mr.  Jefferson,  “the  apostle  of  liberty,”  in  his  letter 
to  governor  McKean,  use  the  language  he  did  on 
this  subject?  Stili  more,  when  he  came  into  office 
as  president,  why  did  he  dare  to  issue  his  circular 
letter,  prohibiting  this  class  of  officers,  on  pain  of 
dismissal,  from  interfering  in  elections  further  than 
to  give  their  own  votes?  He  was  sworn  to  support 
the  constitution,  and  if  congress  abridges  the  Iree- 
dorn  of  speech,  secured  by  the  constitution,  by  the 
enactments  proposed  in  this  bill,  it  follows  clearly 
that  tile  president  in  his  circular,  violated  the  same 
provision,  by  pronouncing  the  like  penally  for  the 
like  offence.  I dely  any  person  to  condemn  the  one 
without  condemning  the  other;  unless,  indeed,  we 
suppose  there  is  a class  of  politicians  who  believe 
the  constitution  does  not,  and  ought  not,  to  impose 
any  restraint  upon  the  president.  I fear  such  a sect 
has  lately  sprung  up,  and  is  increasing.  It  cannot 
be  too  speedily  suppressed. 

The  late  president,  general  Jackson,  in  his  inau- 
gural address,  when  “he  was  fresh  from  the  peo- 
ple,” inculcated  tiie  same  doctii’.e  with  Mr.  Jetfer- 
son.  “To  prevent  the  patronage  of  the  govern- 
ment from  being  brought  into  conflict  with  the 
freedom  of  elections,  was  a duty  inscribed  in  cha- 
racters too  legible  to  be  misunderstood,”  &c.  was 
the  strong  language  Ire  then  used.  How  was  this 
duty  to  be  discharged?  Did  we  not,  one  and  all, 
believe  he  would  discharge  it  as  Mr.  Jelferson  had 
done?'  If,  then,  these  presidents  could,  without  vio- 
lating the  constitution,  prohibit  these  officers  from  in- 
terfering in  elections,  why  could  not  congress,  by  its 
enactments,  prohibit  them  likewise? 

No  satisfactory  answer  con  be  given  to  this  ques- 
tion. 

The  president  already  had  the  power  vested  in 
him  to  dismiss  these  officers  at  his  pleasure;  and 
congress  unquestionably  had  the  power  to  limit  his 
discretion,  by  specifying  the  cases  in  which  he 
should  exercise  it.  If,  then,  my  colleague  and  I 
erred  on  this  question  of  power,  with  great  defer- 
ence 1 submit  that  the  company  with  which  our 
opinions  were  associated  ought,  at  least,  to  have 
softened  the  asperity  of  the  language  in  w hich  our 
condemnation  was  pronounced.  If  there  was  any 
one  sub  ject  above  all  others  upon  which  I believed 
my  colleague  and  1 could  not  mistake  t lie  senti- 
ment of  our  constituents,  it  was  that  embraced  in 
t.iat  bill. 

To  prevent  the  president,  through  those  officers, 
from  interfering  in  elections,  was  a theme  upon 
which  the  friends  of  the  late  president  (Jackson) 
had  dwelt  the  most,  both  in  and  out  of  congress. 
In  1826,  a committee  of  (lie  senate,  of  which  I was 
a very  humble  member,  through  their  chairman, 
had  made  a most  able  report,  the  principles  of  which 
were  applauded  by  the  whole  party,  and  by  our  stale 
in  particular.  Upon  them,  mainly,  general  Jackson 
came  into  power;  he  gave  them  his  solemn  sanction 
in  his  inaugural  address,  in  presence  of  thousands, 
of  witnesses.  1 had  been  twice  elected  alter  my 
opinions  were  well  known  upon  this  subject;  and 
now,  when  I endeavor  faithfully  to  carry  them  out, 
to  be  unqualifiedly  condemned,  lor  doing  so,  and  that 
by  those  who  then  professed  to  think  as  I sincerely 
did,  was  what  I did  not  anticipate.  I am  sure  that, 
upon  this  subject,  my  practice  has  corresponded  with 
my  professions.  Still,  I should  feel  degraded,  if  I 
were  to  pronounce  any  old  associate  a traitor,  or  liken 
him  to  Benedict  Arnold,  because  at  this  time  he  dis- 
agrees with  me  in  opinion. 

They  are  greatly  mistaken  who  suppose  the  ob- 
ject of  this  bill  was  to  take  from  this  class  of  offi- 
cers any  right  whatever.  Precisely  the  reverse 
was  the  intention.  It  was  to  emancipate  them  from 
Ihe  slavish  bondage  in  which  they  were  held.  Il 
was  to  enable  every  man  of  them  to  vote  accord- 
ing to  the  dictates  of  bis  own  judgment,  and  to  ab- 


solve them  from  the  painful  alternative  of  being 
compelled,  not  only  to  vote,  but  to  electioneer  for 
candidates,  not  of  theirchoice,  but  of  the  president, 
on  pain  of  dismissal  from  office. 

The  great  object  was  to  prevent  the  president 
from  controlling  the  people  in  the  choice  of  their  of- 
ficers, state  and  federal.  This  class  of  officers, 
whose  daily  bread  for  their  families  depended  on 
executive  favor,  were  constrained,  as  a part  of  their 
official  duty,  not  only  to  vote  as  ihe  president  wished, 
but  to  endeavor  to  influence  others  to  do  so  likewise. 
If  they  did  not  perform  this  duty,  they  were  dis- 
missed, and,  with  their  families,  left  to  starve.  An 
enlightened  .statesman  once  called  them  “the  enlist- 
ed soldiers  of  the  president.” 

A politician,  who  knows  as  well  as  any  other 
man  the  motives  by  which  men  are  influenced  in 
relation  to  elections,  says:  “Whenever  he  sees  an 
officeholder  interfering  in  elections,  he  concludes 
he  is  thinking  of  his  salary  and  his  bread,  and  is  a 
very  unfit  adviser  of  the  people.”  By  the  passage 
of  this  bill  it  was  hoped  the  instruments  for  mis- 
leading the  people  would  be  taken  from  the  presi- 
dent; that  these  “enlisted  soldiers”  would  be  dis- 
charged from  electioneering  duties,  and  yet  receive 
their  pay;  and  that,  if  they  performed  the  duties  of 
their  offices  faithfully,  they  might  safely  vote  ac- 
cording to  the  dictates  of  their  own  judgment, 
and  yet  be  secure  in  “their  salaries  and  their  daily 
bread.” 

By  your  fourth  resolution,  as  one  of  your  sena- 
tors, 1 am  instructed  to  “vote  against  the  measure 
heretofore  brought  before  congress,  which  had  for 
its  object  the  distribution  among  the  states  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands.”  In  jus- 
tice to  myself,  as  well  as  to  my  constituents,  I must 
be  permitted  to  state  the  manner  in  which  my  mind 
has  operated  on  this  subject  at  different  times,  and 
under  different  circumstances. 

When  a bill  was  first  introduced,  having  such 
distribution  as  that  spoken  of  for  its  object,  I voted 
against  its  passage,  and  in  favor  of  the  veto  of  the 
chief.magistrate,  on  the  ground  that  no  such  distri- 
bution ought  to  be  made  until  the  public  debt  was 
all  paid.  « 

Upon  looking  into  the  deeds  by  which  those  lands 
were  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  the  respective 
states,  I found  that  they  were  conveyed  in  trust, 
to  pay  out  of  the  proceeds  of  their  sales  our  public 
debt  then  owing  by  the  United  States,  and  that  the 
residue  should  be  for  the  joint  benefit  of  each  of 
the  several  states,  including  those  making  the  ces- 
sions. 

At  that  time  a portion  of  the  public  debt  was  un- 
paid, and  I deemed  it  improper  to  distribute  any 
part  of  this  fund  until  the  debt  was  fully  discharg- 
ed, that  being  the  primary  object  of  the  donors. 

When  a like  bill  was  afterwards  introduced,  I not 
only  voted  for  it,  but  gave  it  such  support  as  my 
feeble  abilities  enabled  me. 

By  this  time  the  public  debt  had  been  fully 
paid,  and  we  had  a very  large  sum  in  the  treasury 
beyond  the  necessary  wants  of  the  federal  govern- 
ment. 

I could  not  doubt  the  power  of  congress  to  make 
the  distribution,  because  there  was  an  express  trust 
that  this  fund  should  be  for  the  use  of  the  respective 
states;  we  had  a large  sum  on  hand  which  I thought, 
in  honesty,  belonged  to  the  states,  and  the  propor- 
tion belonging  to  Tennessee,  I believed,  would  be 
highly  useful  in  enabling  her  to  make  internal  im- 
provements, and  in  providing  a system  for  the  edu- 
cation of  those  who  might-be  unable  to  bear  the  ex- 
penses of  educating  themselves.  In  addition  to 
these  considerations,  I perceived,  if  this  large  sum 
was  not  distributed,  it  would  encourage  a system  of 
extravagant  expenditures  inconsistent  with  the  wel- 
fare of  the  country. 

I still  believe  these  views  were  sound,  and  that, 
if  I c ommitted  any  error,  it  was  not  giving  my  sup- 
port to  the  first  bill  as  well  as  the  Iasi.  I believe  it 
would  be  unwise,  perhaps  unconstitutional,  for  the 
federal  government  to  impose  taxes  for  the  purpose 
of  collecting  more  money  than  is  necessary  to  carry 
out  its  affairs,  to  the  end  that  it  might  have  a sur- 
plus to  distribute  among  the  states:  but  this  fund 
stands  on  a different  ground:  it  is  a trust  fund,  which 
belongs  not  to  the  federal  but  to  the  state  govern- 
ments. 

The  ordinary  duties  necessary  and  proper  for  the 
regulation  of  our  commerce  wilh  foreign  nations 
ought  to  be  sufficient  to  bring  into  the  treasury  as 
much  money  as  would  defray  the  economical  ex- 
penses of  the  federal  goveri^nent,  and  each  of  the 
statps  ought  to  receive  its  fair  proportion  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sales  of  the  public  lauds. 

I consider  Tennessee  as  honestly  entitled  to  her 
proportion  of  this  fund  as  any  of  your  honorable 
body  is  to  a tract  of  land  devised  to  him  by  his 
father.  It  appears  to  me  even  at  this  time  our  state 
very  much  needs  her  proportion  of  this  fund,  and 


that  in  a short  time  we  shall  be  much  more  in  want 
of  it.  Your  honorable  body  may  be  satisfied  that  a 
majority  of  our  citizens  are  willing  to  relinquish 
their  interest  in  this  fund,  but  I am  not  so  satisfied, 
and,  as  a senator  in  congress,  I will  not  do  any  act 
by  which  such  an  idea  is  to  be  sanctioned.  It  may 
be,  in  the  course  of  a very  short  time,  that  this  fund 
will  be  indispensably  necessary  to  save  our  citizens 
from  heavy  taxation,  and  I should  never  forgive 
myself  if,  by  yielding  to  your  instructions,  I did 
an  act  which  produced  a serious  injury  to  the  peo- 
ple who  have  so  long  honored  me  with  their  confi- 
dence. 

By  the  last  clauses  in  your  fourth  resolution,  I 
am  instructed  to  vote  for  graduating  the  price  oi  the 
public  lands,  and  for  granting  pre-emption  rights  to 
occupants. 

These  instructions  correspond  with  the  opinions 
I have  maintained  and  acted  on;  therefore,  I should 
find  no  difficulty  in  conforming  to  your  wishes  in 
relation  to  them. 

In  the  filth  resolution,  your  instructions  are  “to 
vote  for  and  use  all  fair  and  proper  exertions  to  pro- 
cure the  passage  of  a law  repealing  the  duties  on 
imported  salt.” 

This  subject  has  been  before  the  senate  on  seve- 
ral occasions  since  I have  been  a member,  and  my 
votes  have  ever  been  in  favor of  removing  this  duty, 
and  I should  still  conform  my  conduct  to  my  settled 
conviction  that  my  past  course  on  this  subject  has 
been  correct. 

In  your  sixth  resolution  you  state  thatyou  “hear- 
tily approve  the  leading  measures  and  policy  of  the 
administrations  of  Andrew  Jackson  and  Martin 
Van  Boren,"”  and  instinct  “your  senators  to  support 
in  good  faith  the  leading  measures  and  policy  as 
brought  forward  and  advocated  by  the  present  pre- 
sident of  the  United  Stales,  and  to  use  all  fair  and 
proper  exertions  to  carry  out,  sustain,  and  accom- 
plish the  same.” 

The  phraseology  of  this  resolution  is  so  general 
and  indefinite  that  I am  not  sure  I comprehend  the 
meaning  of  your  honorable  body;  but  believe  you 
intend  that  I shall  support  all  the  leading  measures 
of  the  chief  magistrate,  as  well  those  hereafter  to 
be  brought  forward  as  those  heretofore  recommend- 
ed. To  instructions  of  thi3  description  I could  not, 
with  propriety,  pay  any  attention  whatever. 

Our  fathers  and  statesmen  believed  they  had  done 
much  towards  the  security  of  civil  liberty  when, 
by  the  constitution,  they  divided  the  great  powers 
conferred  into  three  departments,  each,  in  its  sphere, 
independent  of  the  other  two.  These  were  the  le- 
gislative, the  executive,  and  the  judicial. 

If  the  powers  of  any  two  of  these  departments 
should  be  placed  in  the  same  hands,  the  whole  ma- 
chinery of  the  government  is  destroyed,  and  the 
checks  interposed  are  removed. 

You  instruct  your  senators  to  conform  theirvotes 
on  ail  the  leading  measures  to  the  will  of  the  presi- 
dent, who  is  at  the  head  of  the  executive  depart- 
ment. If  you  have  a right  to  give  such  instruc- 
tions, and  your  senators  are  bound  to  obey,  every 
other  legislature  in  the  union  has  the  same  right, 
and  their  senators  would  be  equally  bound  to  yield 
obedience. 

Why  not  let  the  president  at  once  make  the  law 
and  then  execute  it?  If  we  are  bound  to  vote  as 
he  recommends,  it  is  a solemn  mockery  to  consult 
us  at  all.  The  law  would  not  be  the  will  of  the 
senate,  but  the  will  of  the  president.  By  this  pro- 
cess the  whole  legislative  power  would  be  yielded 
up  and  surrendered  to  the  executive. 

I have  been  educated  to  believe  that  continued 
watchfulness  and  constant  jealousy  of  those  in  pow- 
er are  essential  to  the  preservation  of  liberty. 

Your  honorable  body  would  now  teach  me  a dif- 
ferent lesson,  and,  instead  of  being  a sentinel  on 
the  watchtower  to  guard  the  liberty  of  my  consti- 
tuents, I am  to  betake  myself  to  slumber,  examine 
nothing,  but  vote  on  all  leading  measures  as  the  pre- 
sident may  recommend. 

If  this  be  the  kind  of  service  to  which  your  se- 
nators are  to  be  applied,  I never  can  perform  it,  and 
feel  myself  unsuited  to  a station  which  I have  here- 
tofore considered  most  honorable  as  well  as  confi- 
dential. 

After  your  resolutions  shall  have  performed  their 
wonted  office,  and  my  resignation  shall  have  been 
received,  before  electing  my  successor,  I hope  in 
your  wisdom  you  will  either  rescind  or  expunge 
this  sixth  resolution.  Our  common  constituents, 
the  free  and  chivalrous  citizens  of  Tennessee,  I 
hope  will  ever  be  represented  in  the  senate  by  those 
whose  principles  and  feelings  are  in  accordance 
with  their  own;  and  while  this  resolution  is  suffer- 
ed to  remain,  no  man  can  accept  t hat  high  stalion 
but  one  who  is  himself  enslaved,  and  fit  only  toye- 
present  those  in  the  like  condition  with  himself. 

I have  now  troubled  you  with  all  the  remarks  I 
deem  it  necessary  to  make  upon  your  six  resolutions. 
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taken  separately,  but  do  not  feel  that  I will  have 
discharged  my  whole  duty  until  I have  shown  the 
deduction  to  be  drawn  from  them  when  connected- 
ly considered.  They  contain  the  political  creed  ot 
the  present  chief  magistrate  ot  the  United  States, 
as  expressed  through  his  friends  in  the  Tennessee 
legislature;  and  wlmt  is  it.' 

By  the  2d  resolution  it  is  proved  he  wishes  the 
whole  moneyed  power  of  the  United  States  vested 
in  him  and  subject  to  his  control. 

By  the  3d  it  is  proved  he  will  not  agree  that  the 
patronage  and  power  he  now  exercises  shall  be 
either  lessened  or  regulated  by  law. 

By  the  4tli  it  is  proved  that,  in  order  to  have  full 
colters,  he  wishes  the  states  to  surrender  their  right 
to  the  moneys  arising  from  the  sales  of  the  pub(ic 
lands;  and 

By  the  6th  it  is  proved  that  he  wishes  congress 
compelled  to  vote  for  every  leading  measure  he  may 
recommend,  and  I am  instructed  in  good  faith  to 
give  my  aid  to  maintain  this  creed. 

These  instructions  I cannot  and  will  not  obey. 
So  far  from  it,  my  creed  upon  these  points  is: 

1st.  That  the  power  over  the  public  purse  ought 
to  he  constantly  kept  under  the  control  of  the  legis- 
lature. 

2d.  Thai  the  patronage  as  well  as  the  expendi- 
tures of  the  executive  are  already  too  large,  and 
ought  to  be  reduced. 

3d.  That,  instead  of  surrendering  the  rights  of  the 
states  to  any  portion  of  the  public  moneys,  they 
ought  to  adhere  to  those  rights,  and  in  due  -season 
provide  for  a fair  distribution  of  the  land  funds; 
and 

Lastly,  for  no  consideration  ought  vve  to  agree 
that  any  other  portion  of  the  legislative  power  shall 
be  vested,  either  directly  or  indirectly  in  the  presi- 
dent, save  that  which  is  already  vested  in  him  by 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States. 

At  last,  no  person  can  help  seeing  that  the  differ- 
ence between  your  honorable  body  and  myself  is, 
that  you  wish  to  add  to  the  power  and  patronage  of 
the  executive;  I wish  to  lessen  his  power  and  pa- 
tronage. 

On  ihe  decision  of  this  contest  by  the  American 
people,  in  my  opinion,  I he  liberty  of  the  country 
depends.  Should  your  creed  prevail,  ere  long  the 
whole  legislative  power  vested  in  congress  by  the 
constitution  will  be  transferred,  substantially,  to  the 
president,  and  the  only  use  of  congress  will  be 
to  stand  between  the  president  and  public  odium, 
when  laws  are  enacted  which  are  disapproved  by  the 
people.  « 

In  addition  to  this,  the  election  of  state  officers 
and  state  legislation  will  b°  regulated  according  to 
the  will  of  the  executive  of  the  union.  Should 
mine  prevail,  the  states  will  retain  the  powers  they 
now  possess — the  powers  of  the  federal  govern- 
ment will  remain  divided  into  different  departments 
in  substance  as  well  as  form.  Which  of  these  creeds 
will  best  secure  the  liberty,  the  happiness  and  pros- 
perity of  the  people,  I cheerfully  submit  for  deci- 
sion to  the  freemen  of  Tennessee. 

In  England,  this  would  be  the  common  contest 
between  the  prerogative  of  the  crown  and  the  pri- 
vileges of  the  people.  Those  maintaining  your 
side  would  be  called  tories,  those  maintaining  mine 
would  be  called  wliigs.  Here,  it  is  a contest  be- 
tween the  patronage  of  the  president  and  the  right 
of  suffrage  ol  the  people.  1 will  not  at  present 
give  those  who  maintain  your  creed  any  name — 
you  may  give  those  who  maintain  mine,  any  one 
you  choose.  “Names  are  nothing  with  me  ” My 
motto  is,  “principles  in  preference  to  men;”  while 
I sometimes  think  that  of  some  of  my  opponents 
ought  to  be,  “men  without  piinciples;”  though  I 
would  be  sorry  to  intimate  that  such  a motto  would 
suit  your  honorable  body. 

I shall  trouble  you  with  no  further  observations 
on  these  important  topics.  It  has  beeri  my  aim  to 
state  inv  opinions  with  candor,  and  to  maintain 
them  with  firmness;  but,  at  the  same  time,  to  treat 
your  honorable  body  with  the  most  perfect  respect- 
I was  called  to  the  service  of  my  state  fifteen 
years  ago,  without  any  solicitation  on  my  part. 
With  reluctance  I accepted  the  high  station  I now 
occupy.  I have  been  continued  in  it,  pci  haps,  too 
long  for  the  interest  of  the  country.  I have  been 
thrice  elected  by  tiie  unanimous  vote  of  your  pre- 
decessors. My  services  have  been  rendered  in 
times  of  high  party  excitement — sometimes  threa- 
tening to  burst  asunder  the  bonds  of  this  union — 
and  your  resolutions  contain  the  high  compliment 
that  bitter  political  opponents  can  find  only  a. solita- 
ry vote  worthy,  in  their  judgment,  of  “unqualified 
condemnation.” 

I hope  it  will  be  in  your  power  to  select  a sue- 
css-or  who  can  bring  into  the  service  of  the  state 
more  tplents.  I feet  a proud  consciousness  more 
urity  of  intention,  or  more  unremitting  industry, 
e never  can. 


For  the  sake  of  place,  I will  never  cringe  to  pow- 
er. You  have  instructed  me  to  do  those  things 
which,  entertaining  the  opinions  I do,  I lear  I would 
not  be  forgiven  for,  either  in  this  world  or  in  the 
next;  and,  practising  upon  the  creed  l have  long 
professed,  I hereby  lender  to  you  my  resignation 
of  the  trust  confided  to  me  as  one  of  the  senatois 
from  the  state  of  Tennessee  to  the  congress  ot  the 
United  States. 

Allow  me  to  add  my  sincere  prayer  that  the  gover- 
nor of  the  universe  may  so  overrule  our  dissensions 
as  to  secure  the  liberty  and  promote  tile  prosperity 
of  our  common  constituents. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  obedient 
servant,  HU.  L.  WHITE. 

Senate  chamber , Jan.  11,  1S40. 

After  which,  Mr.  White  proceeded  and  said: 

Mr.  President,  I have  now  finished  my  task; 
henceforth  I am  to  cease  being  a member  of  this 
body.  I cannot  share  with  former  associates  the 
honors,  the  privileges,  or  the  emoluments  of  a 
senator  in  the  congress  of  the  United  States.  At 
the  same  time  I will  be  relieved  from  my  portion 
of  the  labors,  and  from  sharing  with  you  the  high 
responsibilities  which  necessarily  pertain  to  the 
station. 

In  taking  my  leave  of  you,  in  the  utmost  since- 
rity my  prayers  are,  that,  collectively  and  individu- 
ally, you  inay  be  enabled  to  pursue  a course  which 
will  afford  you  the  highest  comforts  in  this  life,  and 
that  your  labors  may  be  so  blessed  as  to  secure  you 
the  greateful  remeinberance  of  the  present  and  all 
succeeding  generation. 
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January  23.  The  vice  president  communicated  to 
the  senate  a message  from  the  president  of  the  U. 
Slates,  in  obedience  to  a resolution  ol  the  17th  insf. 
calling  lor  all  *he  correspondence  between  the 
American  and  British  authorities  in  relation  to  the 
disputed  boundary. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  5,000  extra  copies 
were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  communication  from  the  war  department, 
containing  a report  of  the  surveys  of  the  mouth  of 
the  Mississippi. 

The  following  petitions  were  presented  and  ap- 
propriately referred,  viz. 

By  Mr . Luchanan:  From  citizens  of  the  county 

and  city  of  Philadelphia,  asking  that  a steamboat 
may  be  built,  to  be  employed  in  the  revenue  service 
in  the  Delaware  bay.  Mr.  B.  commended  this  mea- 
sure to  the  committee  on  commerce  by  stating  that 
a vessel  of  that  character  could  no  where  be  more 
usefully  employed  than  in  that  quarter,  as  by  the 
aid  of  a steam  vessel,  ships  could  be  brought  within 
the  breakwater,  where  they  would  be  entirely  safe 
from  the  influence  of  storms. 

By  Mr.  Hubbard:  From  the  legislative  council  of 
Wisconsin,  asking  the  aid  of  the  government  in  the 
construction  of  a penitentiary. 

By  Mr.  Crittenden:  Statements  of  the  affairs  of 
the  Louisville  and  Portland  canal  company. 

By  Mr.  Grundy:  From  Thomas  Elibert,  asking 
remuneration  for  a horse  lost  in  the  military  service 
of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Tappan  inquired  of  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee for  the  District  of  Columbia  if  he  was  about 
to  make  a report  in  relation  to  the  banks  ot  the 
District  of  Columbia  within  a short  period,  as  he 
had  a measure  to  offer  connected  with  that  subject. 

Mr.  Merrick  said  he  could  not  say  exactly  at 
what  time  the  committee  would  be  read}'  to  report. 
The  matter  had  been  before  the  committee.  Some 
of  the  banks  had  asked  for  a renewal  of  their  char- 
ters, and  others  had  not  yet  done  so. 

Mr.  Tappan  then  gave  notice  that  he  would, 
some  time  hence,  bring  in  a bill  to  regulate  the  is- 
sues of  the  banks  of  the  Distriel  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Merrick  submitted  a motion  inquiring  into 
the  expediency  of  so  amending  the  471  Ii  rule  of  the 
senate  as  to  admit  the  reporter  of  the  supreme  court 
and  the  district  attorney  within  the  bar  of  the  se- 
nate. 

The  bill  providing  for  the  collection,  safe-keep- 
ing and  transfer  ol  the  public  moneys,  coming  up 
again  on  the  question  of  its  passage — 

Mr.  Henderson  spoke  at  length  in  opposition  to 
the  bill,  and  collaterally  in  favor  of  a United  States 
bank. 

Mr.  Tappan  was  understood  to  say  that  he  had 
been  desirous  of  speaking  on  this  subject,  and  still 
proposed  to  do  so  if  the  debate  should  be  further 
protracted;  but,  if  the  bill  could  pass  to-day,  lie 
would  not  by  speaking  delay  its  passage. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  said:  The  final  vote  is 

about  (o  be  taken.  In  a few  minutes  this  bill  will 
pass,  leaving  this  body.  I do  not  rise  to  make  a 
speech  on  the  bill.  I view  it  merely  as  a portion  of 
the  machinery  of  the  administration  by  which  it 


proposes  to  carry  out  its  financial  policy.  I no  longer 
war  against  the- machine;  it  is  useless  here.  It  is 
against  the  policy  that  I desire  to  say  a single  part- 
ing word.  The  policy  of  the  administration  has 
heretofore  been  too  equivocal  to  be  understood;  but, 
thanks  to  the  senators  who  have  supported  this  bill, 
they  have  come  out  openly  and  manfully,  and  have 
torn  the  mask  from  this- measure.  It  is  openly  avow- 
ed and  maintained  here,  that  the  policy  of  the  ad- 
ministration is  to  crush  the  banks  — to  drive  out  of 
circulation  paper  money — to  annihilate  credit — to 
reduce  the  circulation  to  coin,  or  specie — to  diminish 
tlie  value  of  real  and  personal  estate  at  least  one- 
half — to  affect  the  price  of  produce  and  of  free  labor 
in  a like  proportion — to  arrest  all  further  state  and 
individual  enterprise  and  improvements. 

There  can,  therefore,  no  longer  be  any  doubt  in 
this  matter.  Let  the  states  and  individuals  who 
have  entered  into  contracts  with  reference  to  the 
state  of  currency  at  tlie  time,  and  who  expected  to 
pay  in  a like  currency,  no  longer  rely  on  that  delu- 
sive hope.  The  enterprising,  industrious  man, 
without  capital,  who  relied  on  credit  to  aid  his  en- 
ergies, may  abandon  the  idea.  The  banks  may  pre- 
pare to  wind  up  their  concerns,  if  the  government 
can  force  them  to  do  so,  and  their  debtors  to  pay  in 
gold  and  silver.  The  farmer  may  calculate  on  re- 
ceiving less  than  half  his  former  prices  for  his  pro- 
duce. Let  the  free  day  laborer  prepare  for  such 
limes  as  he  has  never  witnessed,  as  state  and  indi- 
vidual improvements  must  cease.  In  a word,  let 
the  federal  officers,  executive  officers  of  the  courts, 
and  the  capitalists  of  the  nation  look  up  and  rejoice, 
but  let  all  other  classes  prepare  for  the  crisis.  We 
have  done  all,  at  this  and  former  sessions,  we  could, 
to  arrest  this  fatal  policy,  to  stay  the  hand  uplifted 
to  give  the  blow,  but  tlie  executive  arm  lias  proved 
too  strong  for  the  legislative.  The  administration 
is  inexorable.  I have  no  hopes  of  arresting  here  this 
measure,  or  the  policy  of  the  administration.  I sub- 
mit the  matter  to  the  people,  who  have  the  power, 
with  them  be  it.  I am  now  ready  to  give  iny  vote 
against  tlie  bill. 

Mr.  Merrick  said  he  understood  the  senator  from 
Ohio  (Mr.  Tappan)  to  signify  that,  if  the  debate 
should  be  continued  till  to-morrow,  Mr.  T.  in  that 
case,  wished  to  speak  himself.  [Mr.  T.  was  under- 
stood to  assent.]  Mr.  M.  said  it  was  his  purpose  to 
express  his  views  and  opinions  in  reference  to  this 
important  matter.  It  was  one  on  which  he  could 
not  consent  to  give  a silent  vote.  His  constituents 
must  know  his  reasons  for  opposing  it.  If  the  se- 
nator from  Ohio  wished  to  speak  first,  Mr.  M.  would 
give  way.  [Mr.  Tappan.  No.]  Then,  as  it  was 
late,  and  the  senate  were  wearied,  Mr.  M.  moved  an 
adjournment. 

On  this  question  Mr.  Tappan  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays,  which  were  ordered;  and  the  senate  re- 
fused to  adjourn  by  yeas  19 — nays  21. 

Mr.  Merrick  said  as  the  senate  had  seen  fit  to  re- 
fuse him  the  indulgence  which  he  asked,  though  he 
was  not  aware  of  any  motive  which  could  induce 
the  senate  so  to  refuse,  yet,  as  one  of  its  members, 
he  was  bound  to  bow  in  this  case  to  the  will  of  the 
majority.  But  he  did  expect  his  request  would  be 
granted  him,  when  he  recollected  the  usual  courtesy 
of  the  body,  and  w hen  he  had  assigned  what  lie 
thought  a good  reason  for  his  request.  He  wished 
particularly  to  examine  some  papers  on  this  subject, 
sent  to  the  senate  by  the  head  of  the  government, 
which  had  heretofore  remained  in  possession  of  the 
committee,  and  to  which  Mr.  M.  had  no  access.  He 
had  asked'the  chairman  of  the  committee  for  them, 
but  had  not  obtained  them  till  yesterday,  when  the 
late  adjournment  prevented  him  horn  examining 
them  as  he  desired.  As  tlie  senate  thought  proper 
not  to  allow  him  to  examine  these  papers,  he  should 
not  say  so  much  as  he  should  have  done  if  they  had 
given  him  this  opportunity.  However,  as  he  was 
required  to  speak  now  or  not  at  all,  he  would  state 
some  of  his  objections  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  M.  now  proceeded  in  his  arguments  against 
the  bill,  for  nearly  an  hour,  when  he  gave  way  to 

Mr.  Smith,  of  la.,  who  moved  an  adjournment. 
Negatived  by  yeas  and  nays — yeas  18,  nays  23. 

Mr.  Merrick  having  concluded — 

Mr.  Davis  spoke  for  some  time,  chiefly  in  opposi- 
tion to  a supposed  effect  of  the  bill,  that  it  would 
reduce  Hie  prices  of  labor  and  capital. 

The.  bill  was  now  passed  by  yeas  and  nays  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buch- 
anan, Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton, 
Grundy,  Hubbard,  Kins,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Mouton, 
Norvell,  Pierce,  Ron  ne,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Con.  Strange, 
Tappan,  Walker,  Williams,  Wright — 24. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Betts,  Clay,  of  Kv.  Clayton,  Crir- 
fendeu,  Davis,  Dixon,  Henderson.  Knight,  Merrick, 
Nicholas,  Phelps,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Robinson,  Rug- 
gles.  Smith,  of  Ind.  White,  Young — 18. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 
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January  24.  Mr.  Sturgeon  appeared  and  took  Ids 
seat. 

The  vice-president  communicated  to  the  senate  the 
annual  report  of  the  commissioner  of  the  patent  of- 
fice; laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Buchanan  presented  a memorial  from  a num- 
ber of  citizens  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  asking 
congress  to  impose  a moderate  duty  upon  the  im- 
portation of  silks,  which  was  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  finance. 

Mr.’ King  presented  a memorial  from  the  legisla- 
ture of  Wisconsin  territory,  in  relation  to  ports  and 
harbors. 

Mr.  Young  presented  a petition  from  citizens  of 
Illinois,  praying  that  their  pre-emption  rights  may 
not  be  set  aside  by  claims  of  certain  Polish  exiles. 

Mr.  Clay , of  Alabama,  from  the  committee  on 
public  lands,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  con- 
sideration of  the  memorial  of  the  Columbus  and 
Portsmouth  turnpike  company. 

Also,  from  the  memorial  of  the  general  assembly 
of  Alabama,  asking  a new  land  district. 

Mr.  Linn,  from  the  committee  on  private  land 
claims,  reported  the  bill  to  enable  claimants  to  try 
the  validity  of  their  claims  to  lands  in  Missouri  and 
Arkansas. 

Mr.  Norvell,  from  the  committee  on  public  lands, 
reported  a bill  to  create  an  additional  land  office  in 
Michigan. 

Mr.  King,  from  the  committee  on  commerce,  made 
a report  on  the  memorial  of  Edmund  Fanning  in  re-, 
lation  to  an  exploring  expedition.  The  memorialist 
stated  (he  cost  of  the  expedition  at  $150,000,  and 
asked  congress  for  $50,000  intending  to  make  up 
the  balance  from  private  sources.  The  committee 
thought  the  prayer  unreasonable,  and  ought  not  to 
be  granted. 

The  senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  the  special 
order,  the  bill  to  establish  a board  of  commissioners 
to  hear  and  examine  claims  against  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Hubbard  explained  and  advocated  the  bill, 
stating  that  it  was  the  same  in  form  which  was 
passed  by  a majority  of  about  two-thirds  of  the 
senate  at  the  last  session  of  congress. 

The  bill  was  advocated  by  Messrs.  Hubbard, 
Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Merrick,  Giundy,  Prentiss 
and  Davis. 

It  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Calhoun,  Sevier,  Tap- 
pan,  Strange  and  Henderson. 

Mr.  Tippan  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  making 
the  decisions  of  the  commissioners  final  in  all  cases 
involving  not  more  than  $5,000,  but  subsequently 
withdrew  the  motion. 

On  motion  of  Mr  Hubbard,  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  was  postponed  till  Monday  next. 

The  senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  exe- 
cutive business,  and  soon  after  adjourned  to  Mon- 
day next. 

January  27.  Mr.  Webster  and  Mr.  Talmadge  ap- 
peared this  morning,  and,  after  being  duly  qualified, 
took  their  seats. 

The  vice  president  communicated  to  the  senate  a 
report  from  the  war  department,  in  compliance  with 
a resolution  of  the  30th  lilt,  inquiring  what  amount 
of  money  would  be  necessary  to  complete  the  Cum- 
berland road  through  the  states  of  Ohio,  Indiana  and 
Illinois. 

Also  from  the  navy  department,  transmitting  an 
account  of  the  appropriations  lor  the  naval  service 
lor  the  year  1839,  showing  the  amount  expended 
and  the  balance  remaining  in  the  treasury. 

Also  from  the  president  of  the  United  States,  con 
tabling  the  correspondence  between  Mr  Stevenson 
and  the  British  government  in  relation  to  the  ne- 
groes belonging  to  citizens  of  the  United  Slates  set 
free  by  the  authorities  of  Bermuda  and  at  the  Ba- 
hamas. 

Also,  from  the  navy  department,  in  compliance 
with  a resolution  of  the  2d  March  last,  asking  the 
amount  that  would  be  required  for  the  military  and 
naval  defence  of  ttie  country. 

The  following  were  presented  and  appropriately 
referred; 

By  Mr.  White,  of  Indiana;  From  citizens  of  Mil- 
waukie,  remonstrating  against  the  confirmation  of 
the  laud  titles  of  Francis  Laventure  and  olhers, 
and  remonstrating  at  the  same  time  against  the 
memorial  of  the  legislature  of  Wisconsin,  asking 
that  confirmation,  on  the  ground  that  several  mem- 
bers of  said  legislature  were  personally  interested 
in  said  claim. 

Also,  two  memorials  from  citizens  of  Wisconsin, 
to  the  same  ellect. 

By  Mr.  Prentiss:  From  Pamela  Allen,  widow  of 
Samuel  Allen,  a soldier  of  the  revolution,  praying 
for  a pension. 

By  Mr.  Sevier:  A document  relating  to  the  es- 
tablishing of  a port  of  entry  at  Van  Buren,  in  the 
state  of  Arkansas. 


By  Mr.  Wright:  From  citizens  of  Albany  county, 
New  York,  in  relation  to  a mail  route. 

By  Mr.  Sturgeon:  From  citizens  of  Franklin 
county,  Pennsylvania,  asking  a reduction  of  the 
price  of  postage. 

By  Mr.  Walker:  From  Henry  Wood,  asking  re- 
muneration for  goods  seized  while  he  was  a licens- 
ed trader  among  the  Indians. 

By  Mr.  Clay:  From  citizens  of  Gettysburg,  Pa. 
in  relation  to  the  culture  of  silk. 

By  Mr.  Merrick:  From  James  Williams,  asking 
to  be  relieved  Irom  a judgment  obtained  against 
him  as  surety  for  Henry  Ashton,  late  marshal  of  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

A report  made  by  Mr.  Davis  from  the  committee 
on  commerce  in  relation  to  allowing  the  Steam 
Navigation  company  of  Europe  a drawback  on  the 
coal  used  on  the  homeward  bound  passage,  occasion- 
ed a short  debate. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  committee  on  finance,  re- 
ported a bill  allowing  the  vestry  of  St.  Philip’s 
church,  Charleston,  S.  C.  to  import  an  organ  free  of 
duty. 

The  same  committee  also  asked  to  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  report  of  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  in  relation  to  the  modes  of 
collecting  and  disbursing  the  revenue  in  foreign 
countries,  and  that  it  lie  on  the  table,  and  10,000 
copies  be  printed. 

Mr.  Webster  submitted  a resolution  directing  the 
committee  on  commerce  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  ascertaining  whether  the  laws  relating  to 
steam  navigation  require  revision  or  amendment. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  take  up  the  bill  to 
establish  a board  of  commissioners  to  hear  and  ex- 
amine claims  against  the  United  States.  This  bili, 
alter  having  been  discussed  forsome  time  by  Messrs. 
Hubbard,  Prentiss,  Henderson,  Sevier  and  Pieston, 
was  postponed  until  to-morrow;  and, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Norvell,  the  senate  adjourned. 

January  28.  The  following  memorials  and  peti- 
tions were  presented  and  appropriately  referred. 

By  the  vice  president:  From  the  assembly  of  Iowa, 
asking  that  settlers  on  the  16th  sections  may  be  al- 
lowed pre-emption  rights  to  alike  quantity  on  other 
unappropriated  public  lands. 

Also,  from  thesame  source,  asking  that  settlers  on 
the  mineral  lands  of  the  United  States  be  allowed 
the  right  of  pre-emption. 

Also,  asking  an  increase  of  compensation  for  the 
reporter  of  the  supreme  court  of  said  territory. 

Also,  from  the  Howard  institution,  asking  the  aid 
of  congress  in  support  of  that  institution. 

Also,  from  the  Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  asking  a 
renewal  of  its  charter,  and  the  right  of  increasing  its 
present  capital. 

By  Mr.  Calhoun:  From  Matthew  J.  Keith,  asking 
compensation  for  property  destroyed  in  Florida. 

By  Mr.  Clnylon:  From  citizens  of  Wilmington, 
Del.  praying  the  employment  of  a steam  revenue 
cutter  in  the  Delaware  bay. 

By  Mr.  Young:  From  Joseph  Smith,  Higdon  Hig- 
bee,  and  others,  of  the  Mormon  faith,  setting  forth 
grievances  under  which  they  labored  while  in  Mis- 
souri, and  asking  the  interposition  of  congress  in 
tl.eir  behalf. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Young,  giving  a 
general  description  of  the  contents  of  the  memorial, 
he  moved  its  reference  to  the  committee  on  the  ju- 
diciary. 

Mr.  Linn,  said  he  hardly  knew  what  should  be 
done  with  a memorial  like  this.  A sovereign  state 
seemed  about  to  be  put  on  its  trial  before  the  senale 
of  the  United  States,  and  he  was  entirely  opposed  to 
the  jurisdiction.  The  memorial  and  documents 
were  w holly  ex  parte,  and,  if  these  papers  were  de- 
pended on  alone,  they  could  not  fail  to  make  impres- 
sions unjust  and  injurious  to  the  state  and  people  of 
Missouri.  Her  population  was  made  up  of  emi- 
grants from  almost  every  state  in  the  union — the 
young,  enterprising,  vigorous,  intelligent,  virtuous 
and  religious,  respecting  the  rights  of  others,  and 
willing  and  able  to  protect  their  own.  He  was  en- 
tirely unwilling  to  believe  that,  amid  such  a popula- 
tion there  was  not  a sufficient  number  of  persons  to 
prevent  such  flagrant  acts  of  wrong  and  oppression 
as  were  complained  of  by  the  memorialists.  At  all 
events,  he  would  not  consent  that  a black  mark 
should  be  placed  here  upon  the  character  of  the  state 
or  people  without  giving  them  an  opportunity  of 
being  heard;  and  if  these  papers  should  be  referred 
to  a committee,  he  would  move  that  it  have  power 
to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  that  the  investigation 
might  be  searching  and  thorough.  Mr.  L.  said  this 
was  truly  an  extraordinary  state  of  things,  when  an 
independent  state  should  be  arrainged  at  this  bar  for 
a violation  of  herown  municipal  laws. 

Mr.  Young  said  he  had  depended  on  the  memorial 
for  the  statements  which  he  had  now  made  to  the 
senate.  He  did  not  regard  the  whole  state  of  Mis- 
souri as  implicated;  but  he  thought  the  memorialists 


had  made  out  a hard  case  against  some  of  her  peo- 
ple. In  addition  to  the  violence  and  destruction  of 
improvements,  these  Mormons  had  three  hundred 
certificates  from  the  land  office  for  land  puichased 
by  them  in  Missouri,  from  which  they  had  been 
driven  not  only  by  the  people,  but  by  an  order  from 
the  governor. 

Mr.  Linn  said  that  lie  could  not  believe  that  an 
order  from  the  governor,  which  w as  in  violation  of 
every  law  of  God  and  man,  would  be  executed  by 
the  people.  In  the  absence  of  all  testimony  to  the 
contrary,  he  was  hound  to  believe  that  the  governor 
and  other  authorities  had  done  their  duty.  It  was 
impossible  lo  avow  the  conclusion  that  il  the  senate 
entertained  the  subject  and  referred  il  on  ex  parte 
testimony,  and  the  appropriate  committee  should 
make  a report,  reflecting  on  the  conduct  of  the  go- 
vernor of  Missouri,  the  pi  ople  were  likewise  con- 
demned as  they  carried  out  his  orders.  It  was  im- 
possible to  separate  them.  They  must  stand  inno- 
cent or  condemned  together. 

Mr.  L.  said,  troin  his  absence  from  home,  here  and 
elsewhere,  he  had  not  an  opportunity  to  learn  alt  the 
particulars  of  their  disturbance,  and  the  causes  that 
ied  to  such  serious  results.  But  the  Mormons  were 
accused  of  committing  the  first  aggressions,  by 
burning  houses,  plundering  and  destroying  property 
and  oilier  acts  of  violence,  say  ing  that  they  were 
within  the  limits  of  the  New  Jerusalem,  w hich  had 
been  given  to  them  exclusively  by  the  Lord.  If  these 
charges  were  correct,  the  Mormons  were  the  ag- 
gressors, and  brought  upon  themselves  the  punish- 
ment which  followed:  the  people  defended  them- 
selves— the  military  were  called  out  to  support  the 
civil  authority',  and  bloodshed  and  violence  ensued. 
The  whole  subject  had  undergone  an  investigation 
by  the  legislature,  and  by  the  judicial  tribunals — 
with  what  results  he  was  not  prepared  to  say. — 
Their  Mormon  prophet,  Joe  Smith,  was  at  one  time 
in  custody  with  others,  but  escaped.  He  said  he  was 
very  unwilling  to  believe  that  either  the  legislature 
or  juniciary  would  do  injustice,  or  aid  or  even  coun- 
tenance oppression,  and  he  wished  that,  if  the  par- 
ties implicated  by  the  Mormons  were  to  be  tried  at 
the  bar  of  the  senate,  they  might  have  an  opportuni- 
ty to  be  heard. 

Mr.  Norvell  said  it  appeared  to  him  that  congress 
had  no  business  with  the  subject  at  all,  and  that  the 
memorial  should  go  no  further. 

Mr.  Preston  said  it  was  unusual  on  a preliminary 
question  of  this  kind  to  authorise  a committee  to 
send  for  persons  and  papers,  and  he  would  suggest 
that  it  be  sent  to  the  committee,  and  if  necessary 
they  could  ask  for  powei  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers. 

Mr.  TJnn  said  he  did  not  wish,  as  a representative 
from  Missouri,  to  move  to  lay  the  subject  on  the  ta- 
ble, but  he  would  do  so  if  no  other  persons  did.. 

Mr.  Norvell  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Voting  called  for  the  reading  of  the  memorial, 
which  was  lead  accordingly,  giving  a long  and  mi- 
nute account  of  the  transactions  iri  question. 

Mr.  Benton  asked  with  what  view  the  motion  had 
been  made  to  lay  this  matter  on  the  table? 

Mr.  Norvell.  That  it  may  lie  there  forever. 

Mr.  Benton.  I ain  against  that,  but  I am  witling 
that  it  should  be  laid  on  the  table  to  be  taken  up 
again. 

At r.  Preston  expressed  the  hope  that  it  would  not 
be  laid  on  the  table.  He  thought  a fit  and  respecta- 
ble disposition  ought  to  be  made  of  it,  that  it  should 
undergo  a proper  investigation  and  receive  a fitting 
answer. 

Mr.  Norvell  said  be  made  the  motion  because  he 
thought  congress  had  no  power  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  Preston  called  lor  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
subject. 

Mr.  Benton  again  urged  that  the  question  should 
be  on  laying  the  memorial  on  the  table  only  for  a 
day  or  two,  and  Mr.  Norvell  modified  his  motion 
accordingly. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky.  Willi  that  understand- 
ing, I am  indifferent  as  to  the  motion;  but  I have 
risen  to  say  that  the  subject  ought  to  be  refeired, 
and  that  inquiry  should  be  made  by  the  committee 
whether  it  is  a matter  of  grievance,  and,  if  it  is, 
whether  congress  has  any  power  of  redress. 

The  subject  was  now  temporarily  laid  on  the  table. 

By  Mr.  Buggies:  From  citizens  of  Wiscasset, 
Maine,  asking  a reduction  of  postage. 

By'  Mr.  Wright:  From  citizens  of  Westchester, 

New  York,  asking  lor  a reduction  of  postage. 

Mr.  Merrick,  fiom  the  committtee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  reported  a bill  to  incorporate  the 
Flamouth  and  Alexandria  rail  road  company. 

Also,  a bill  concerning  the  estates  ol  idiots  or  lu- 
natics and  infants  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Also,  a bill  authorising  the  grant  of  letters  testa- 
mentary and  of  administration  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

Mr.  Preston  submitted  the  following  resolution: 
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induced  to  offer  the  resolution  that  lie  might  bring 
himself  as  near  to  the  position  occupied  by  bis  col- 


Resolved,  That  the  presidentof  the  United  S'ates  be 
requested  to  communicate  to  the  sena.e  the  cause  of  the 
removal  of  gen.  Call  from  the  government  of  the  terri- 
tory of  Florida,  and  the  correspondence  connected 
therewith,  and  also  that  between  the  department  of  war 
and  gov.  Call,  commencing  with  the  war  of  Florida. 

The  motion  submitted  he  other  day  by  Mr.  Mer- 
rick in  relation  to  such  modification  of  the  47th  rule 
as  would  admit  the  district  attorney  and  the  repor- 
ter ot  the  supreme  court  within  the  hall  of  the  se- 
nate, was  taken  up  and  rejected. 

Tile  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  establish  a board  of  commissioners  to  hear  and 
examine  claims  against  the  United  States. 

A motion  to  exclude  private  land  claims  from  the 
operation  of  the  bill  was  negatived.  Yeas  10,  navs 
31. 

A motion  by  Mr.  Walker  to  make  all  decisions  of 
the  board  adverse  to  the  claimants  final,  was  nega- 
tived, alter  debate.  Yeas  12,  nays  31.* 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  alter  some  remarks,  was 
understood  to  move  to  recommit  the  bill,  with  in- 
structions to  reduce  the  number  of  the  board  to  one, 
anil  to  assign  the  duties  of  the  proposed  special  so- 
licitor to  the  solicitor  of  the  treasury.  Negatived 
without  a division. 

The  hill,  after  some  minor  amendments,  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading  by  yeas 
and  nays,  as  lollows: 

YE  AS — Messrs.  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert.  Da- 
vis, Dixon.  Grundy,  Hubbard,  King,  Knight,  Linn, 
Merrick,  Nicholas,  Pierce,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Roane, 
Robinson,  Smith,  of  Conn.  Southard,  Spence,  Stur- 
geon, Walker,  Wall,  Williams,  Young — 25. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Betts,  Brown,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  of  Ala.  Clav;  of  Ky.  Fulton,  Henderson, 
Lumpkin,  Mouton,  Norvell,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Strange, 
Tappan — 15. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

January  29.  The  vice  president  communicated  to 
the  senate  a report  from  the  department  of  war,  in 
compliance  with  a resolution,  showing  the  number 
of  persons  mas-mcreed  and  property  destroj’ed  by  the 
marauding  Indians  of  Florida  since  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war. 

Also,  a message  from  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  containing  further  correspondence  in  relation 
to  the  disputed  northeastern  boundary  between  the 
British  minister  and  the  secretary  oi  state. 

Mr.  Williams  moved  the  printing  o(  5,000  extra 
copies  of  the  message  and  documents;  which  was 
ordered  accordingly. 

Mr.  Wall,  from  the  committee  on  Hie  judiciary, 
reported  the  bill  referred  to  it  for  the  speedy  collec- 
tion of  small  bank  notes  within  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, with  a recommendation  that  it  should  riot 
ass,  and  the  committee  substituted  in  its  stead  a 
ill  for  the  collection  o(  bank  notes  of  and  under  the 
denomination  of  $20,  issued  by  banks  within  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Benton,  from  the  committee  on  military  af- 
fairs, reported  a bill  for  the  relief  of  the  corporate 
authorities  of  Mobile. 

Mr.  Strange,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary, 
reported  a bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  L.  Winthrop 
and  others,  directors  of  (lie  New  England  Missis- 
sippi land  company. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  the  resolution  offered 
by  him  on  a former  day,  instructing  the  committee 
on  commerce  to  inquire  whether  the  existing  law  on 
the  subject  of  steamboat  navigation  requires  revision 
and  amendment,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  W.  made  an  explanation  of  this  resolution, 
and  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Grundy  the  resolution 
was  laid  on  the  table  until  to-morrow  to  enable  Mr. 
Webster  to  prepare  amendments  to  the  law  on  this 
subj.-ct. 

Air.  Young  moved  to  postpone  the  order  of  the 
day  lor  l tie  purpose  of  taking  up  the  bill  for  the  con- 
tinuation ol  the  Cumberland  road  through  the  states 
of  Ohio,  Indiana  an-i  Illinois,  so  as  to  make  it  the 
order  of  the  day  for  Wednesday  next.  The  question 
on  postponement,  was  carried  by  yeas  and  nays, — 
yeas  23,  nays  12.  Mr.  Young  then  moved  to  make 
it  the  special  order  lor  this  day  two  weeks;  which 
Was  agreed  to. 

The  senate  then  took  up  the  bill  to  repeal  certain 
acts  respecting  navy  pensions,  and  making  further 
provision  in  relation  to  navy  pensions. 

This  bill  was  slightly  amended;  and,  after  being 
explained  by  Mr.  Williams,  and  some  remarks  from 
Mr.  Southard,  was  po-tponed  until  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Prestun  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  Thai  the  secretary  of  the  navy  furnish  the 
senate  wiih  the  names  of  all  officers  of  die  navy  who 
were  admitted  to  the  roll  nf  navy  pensioners  between 
the  3l)th  dav  «f  June,  1500,  the  day  that  the  act  of  the 
23d  April,  1300,  fur  the  better  government  of  the  navv, 
went  into  operation,  and  the  1st  day  of  January,  1837, 
designating  those  who  were  admitted  for  disabilities  oc- 
casioned by  wounds  received  in  battle,  from  those  vvbu 
were  disabled  from  other  causes;  also  designating  the 
nature  and  degree  of  disability  in  each  case,  and  the 


battle  in  which  such  officer  was  wounded,  or  the  occa- 
sion or  accident  by  which  he  was  otherwise  disabled. 
Also  the  rank  of  the  officers  aforesaid  at  the  time  disa- 
bility occurred,  and  the  nature  of  the  service  or  parti- 
cular station  occupied  by  eaeli  individual  at  the  time 
he  may  have  been  wounded  or  otherwise  injured  in  the 
line  of  his  duty,  together  with  the  per  month  pension 
granted  in  each  case. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  to  establish  a board  of  commissioners  to 
hear  and  examine  claims  against  the  United  States 
was  read  a third  time  and  passed. 

The  following  bills  were  then  severally  considered 
in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a third  reading. 

A hill  confirming  certain  land  claims  in  the  Oua- 
chita land- district,  in  the  state  of  Louisiana. 

A bill  to  transfer  to  the  citizens  of  the  parish  of 
Concordia,  in  the  state  of  Louisiana,  the  interest  of 
the  United  States  to  a certain  tract  of  land. 

A bill  confirming  certain  land  claims  in  Louisiana. 

A bill  for  the  relief  of  Obed  P.  Lacey. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hubbard,  the  seriate  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  executive  business,  and  soon 
after  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  Jan.  23.  The  unfinished  business  was 
the  resolution  of  Mr.  Wuddy  Thompson  to  amend 
the  rules  by  adding  thereto  the  following: 

“Upon  the  presentation  of  any  memorial  or  peti- 
tion praying  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  or  the  slave- 
trade  in  any  district,  territory,  or  state  of  the  union, 
and  upon  the  presentation  of  any  resolution  or  other 
paper  touching  that  subject,  the  reception  of  such 
memorial,  petitioh,  resolution,  or  paper  shall  be 
considered  as  objected  to,  and  the  question  of  its  re- 
ception shall  be  laid  on  the  table,  without  debate  or 
further  action  thereon.” 

As  a substitute  lor  which  proposition,  Mr.  Adams 
heretofore  moved  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  following  be  added  to  the  stand- 
ing rules  of  the  house,  to  be  numbered  the  21st: 

‘‘Every  petition  presented  iiy  the  speaker,  or  by  any 
member,  with  a brief  verbal  statement  of  its  contents, 
shall  be  received,  unless  objection  be  made  to  its  re- 
ception for  special  reason;  and  whenever  objection 
shall  be  made  to  the  reception  of  a petition,  the  name 
l of  the  member  objecting,  and  the  reason  of  the  objec- 
| tion,  shall  be  entered  upon  the  journal.  The  question 
j in  every  such  case  shall  be,  shall  the  petition  be  rejected ? 
j and  no  petition  shall  be  rejected  but  by  a majority  of 
the  members  present.” 

Mr.  Hunt,  of  New  York,  being  entitled  to  the 
floor — 

Mr.  Cooper,  of  Pennsylvania,  rose  and  appealed 
to  Mr.  II.  to  yield  the  floor,  to  enable  him  to  offer  a 
resolution  which  he  had  some  days  since  attempted 
to  introduce  it:  relation  to  ttie  transportation  of  the 
mails. 

Mr.  Reed  made  a similar  appeal  with  a view  to 
have  referred  a certain  bill  from  the  senate. 

Mr.  Sergeant  also  made  a simitar  appeal,  to  ena- 
ble him  to  make  a report  from  the  committee  on  the 
judiciary,  (the  nature  of  which  was  such,  Mr  S. 
said,  that  he  was  sure  no  objection  would  be  made 
to  its  reception  at  this  time  it  the  house  would  bear 
what  it  was). 

Mr.  Hunt  expressed  himself  willing,  in  return  for 
the  courtesy  which  the  house  bad  extended  to  him 
last  evening  in  adjourning  somewhat  before  the 
usual  hour,  1o  yield  the  floor  for  the  introduction  of 
any  proposition  that  would  not  create  a debate  or 
deprive  him  of  the  opportunity  he  bad  long  sought 
of  expressing  his  sentiments  on  the  all  absorbing 
topic  before  the  house.  Under  any  other  conditions, 
he  could  not  yield. 

But  numerous  objections  were  made  to  the  intro- 
duction nf  any  of  the  matters  above  referred  to,  and 
the  call  of  “proceed!  proceed!”  was  very  general. 

Thereupon  Mr.  Hunt  commenced  his  remarks, 
and  continued  to  address  the  house  with  great  ani- 
mation till  past  three  o’clock— 

When  after  an  earnest  struggle  for  the  floor  (in 
which  Mr.  Habersham,  of  Georgia,  stated  that  he 
had  been  endeavoring  for  two  months  to  obtain  it, 
and  bad  never  yet  been  able  to  succeed)  it  was 
awarded  by  the  chair  (then  occupied  by  Mr. 
Briggs)  to 

Mr.  Bynum,  of  North  Carolina,  who  commenced 
an  earnest  speech  in  support  of  Air.  Thompson's 
resolution,  and  had  proceeded  till  4 o’clock,  when 
he  gave  way  for  a motion  made  by  Mr.  Turney  to 
adjourn. 

Air.  Black,  of  Georgia,  entreated  Air.  Turney  to 
suspend  the  motion  long  enough  for  him  1o  move  a 
resolution  that  the  clerk  be  empowered  to  get  the 
printing  of  the  bouse  done  under  the  resolution  of 
1819,  until  further  ordered  by  the  bouse. 

Air  Williams,  of  North  Caralina,  objected  to  the 
introduction  of  the  resolution. 

Air.  Black  (amid  much  confusion  and  loud  cries 
of  ordet ) was  understood  to  say  that  he  had  been 


league,  now  absent,  as  circumstances  would  permit. 
He  was  going  on  to  say  that  certain  members  of  the 
G orgia  delegation  had  been  denounced  in  advance 
by  a certain  southern  paper — 

When  tie  was  called  to  order  by  the  chair,  and  by 
voices  from  all  quarters  of  the  bouse,  and,  after  some 
further  efforts  to  address  the  bouse,  tie  reluctantly 
took  his  seat. 

Air.  Hoffman  wished  the  motion  for  adjournment 
suspended  that  he  might  move  a further  extension 
of  the  rules  of  order.  He  stated  that  otherwise,  the’ 
former  resolution  expiring  to-night,  the  house  would 
to-morrow  be  altogether  without  i tiles. 

Air.  Black  again  rose  and  said  (hat,  by  the  assent 
of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  (Air.  By- 
num), he  would  move  to  suspend  the  rules,  in  order 
that  he  might  introduce  his  resolution  in  regard  to 
printing. 

1 Mr.  Lewis  Williams  again  objected;  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia  bad  no  right  to  make  such  a mo- 
tion; either  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  must 
proceed,  or  the  motion  on  adjournment  must  be  put. 

Air.  Bynum  said  he  would  yield  to  the  floor  for  the 
motion  to  suspend,  on  the  understanding  that  he 
should  be  entitled  to  it  to-morrow. 

[Cries  of  “No,  no;  no  understanding.’  ] 

Air.  Turney  then  renewed  his  motion  to  adjourn. 

Air.  Hoffman  again  reminded  the  house  that  it 
would  be  without  any  rules  of  order  unless  his  mo- 
tion to  extend  the  time  in  ttie  former  resolution 
should  be  received;  and  he  renewed  the  motion  that 
the  former  rules  be  continued  in  force  for  ten  days 
longer. 

Air.  Black  objecting — 

The  qnes'ion  was  put  on  adjournment. 

Mr.  Stanly  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered,  and  resulted  as  follows:  Yeas  98, 
Nays  52. 

So  the  motion  prevailed,  and  the  house  adjourned. 

Friday,  Jan.  24.  Mr.  Hoffman,  by  permission  of 
Mr.  Bynum,  (who  had  the  floor  from  yestei day), 
moved  that  the  rules  of  the  house  adopted  at  the 
last  congress,  (and  the  temporary  adoption  of  w hich 
by -this  house  expired  last  evening),  be  continued 
until  the  further  order  of  the  house. 

Air.  Bynum  signified  His  assent. 

Mr.  Hand  wished  to  introduce  an  amendment 
excepting  certain  rules  in  relation  lo  the  previous 
question.  His  amendment  was  read  for  informa- 
tion. 

_ Mr.  Hoffman,  claiming  the  floor,  moved  the  pre- 
vious question  upon  his  motion. 

Air.  Hand  contended  that,  as  no  rules  were  now 
in  force,  ttie  previous  question  could  not  be  en- 
forced. 

The  chair  decided  that,  although  the  resolution 
continuing  the  rules  hail  expired,  yet  the  previous 
question,  as  established  by  parliamentary  law.  still 
existed,  and  therefore  the  motion  of  Air.  Hoffman 
W'as  in  order. 

The  previous  question  was  thereupon  seconded, 
put.  and  carried,  and  the  main  question  on  Mr.’ 
Hoffman’s  motion  was  agreed  to  without  a division". 

bo  the  rules  of  the  preceding  congress  were" 
adopted,  and  continued  as  the  rules  of" this  house 
until  otherwise  ordered. 

Air.  Hand  applied  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  but  (lie 
chair  decided  that  bis  application  was  too  late,  the 
decision  of  the  house  having  bean  announced  be- 
fore it  was  made. 

Air.  Bolts  ttien  rose  and  observed  that  it  had 
been  the  custom  of  the  house  for  gentlemen  to  no- 
tice here  newspaper  statements."  In  conlormity 
with  precedents  on  that  subject,  he  begged  to  read 
to  Hie  house  a letter  which  had  been  pfaced  in  his 
hands  as  having  been  written  by  a reporter  in  tins 
house  for  the  Charleston  Courier. 

He  then  read  the  letter  as  follows: 

“In  the  house,  Air.  Bolts  attempted  to  get  up 
another  pistol  affair,  in  consequence  of  remarks 
made  yesterday  bv  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maine.  Air  B. 
in  his  speech  of  Thursday,  was  very  liberal  of  his 
abuse  on  Andrew  Jackson — called  him  a tyrant 
imposter,  and  of  course  every  thing  vile  arid  vil- 
lanous.  Mr.  Smith,  in  his  reply  yesterday,  stated 
that  history  would  give  Ihe  lie  to  the  opprobrium 
which  had  been  heaped  upon  Ihe  hero  of  New  Or- 
leans, and  that  his  memory  would  live  when  his 
abusers  and  their  abuse  should  be  forgotten,  &c. 
To  the  remark  about  history  Mr.  Bolts  took  ex- 
ception, and  expressed  a great  deal  of  uneasiness 
to  know  whether  it  was  used  in  a personal  sense 
and  intimated  that  if  it  was  30  intended,  daggers’ 
pistols  and  bow  ie  knives  would  be  the  consequence! 
To  this  threat  Mr.  Smith,  (who  by  the  way  is  a 
jolly,  good  humored  wag,  and  the  largest  man  in 
the  house,  save  Air.  Lewis),  replied  that  he  meant, 
as  usual,  all  that  he  said,  and  that  if  gentlemen 
lacked  a quantum  svfficit  of  that  scarce  commodity, 
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common  sense,  to  understand  words,  he  really  could  ; 
not  at  this  time  waste  the  money  of  the  people  by 
giving  the  chivalrous  member  from  Virginia  an  op- 
portunity of  exterminating  him,  or  vice  versa. 
With  this  explanation  Mr.  Botts  seemed  satisfied, 
and  said  a few  words  about  ‘whatsoever’  insult  was 
intended  not  being  applicable  to  him,  &c.  and  took 
his  seat,  much  mortified  at  the  laughter  with  which 
the  conclusion  of  this  tragic  farce  was  received  by 
the  audience.” 

Mr.  B.  said  he  had  no  motion  to  make,  but  he 
submitted  to  the  speaker  and  to  every  gentleman 
on  the  floor  whether  they  did  not  all  recognise  the 
statement  read  as  a base  fabrication  throughout— a 
falsehood  from  beginning  to  end.  And  he  further 
submitted  whether  it  did  not  become  the  dignity  of 
the  house  that  its  courtesy  in  affording  seats  in  the 
hall  to  persons  in  the  character  of  reporters  should 
not  be  prostituted  by  the  admission  of  blackguards 
as  letter  writers. 

Mr.  Pelrikin  gave  notice  that  he  should  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a bill  for  the  reduction  of  duties 
on  the  importation  of  rail  road  iron. 

Mr.  ICeim  presented  a petition  from  Charles  J. 
Ingersoll,  contesting  the  seat  of  Charles  Naylor,  a 
member  of  this  house,  and  asked  that  it  be  read  by 
the  clerk. 

Objection  being  made — 

Mr.  Keim  claimed  it  as  a right,  on  the  ground  of 
privilege. 

Mr.  Ramsey  supported  the  motion;  and,  the 
house  assenting,  the  memorial  was  read,  and  refer- 
red to  the  committee  of  elections. 

Mr.  Campbell , from  the  committee  of  elections, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  for  that  committee  to  sit 
during  the  sittings  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Ramsey  asked  leave  to  present  a memorial 
from  certain  citizens  of  the  third  congressional 
district  of  Pennsylvania,  to  the  same  end  as  the 
memorial  of  Mr.  Ingersoll,  above  referred  to;  but 
objection  was  made  and  leave  refused  at  this  time. 

Mr.  Sergeant,  of  Pennsylvania,  from  the  com- 
mittee on  the  judiciary,  asked  leave  to  report  a 
bill  to  ame'nd  the  bill  directing  the  taking  of  the 
census. 

Objection  was  at  first  made,  but  Mr.  S.  moving 
to  suspend  the  rules  to  allow  him  to  report  the  bill, 
and 

Mr.  Lawrence,  of  Massachusetts,  remonstrating 
and  adverting  to  the  importance  of  the  bill  and  the 
president’s  anxiety  that  as  little  delay  as  possible 
should  take  place  in  the  passage  of  so  necessary  a 
bill,  the  objection  was  withdrawn;  and  thereupon 

Mr.  Sergeant  reported  a bill  to  amend  the  bill 
directing  and  providing  for  the  taking  of  the  sixth 
census  of  the  people  of  the  United  States. 

The  bill  was  twice  read  and  referred  to  a com- 
mittee of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union. 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  select  com- 
mittee on  the  boundary  between  Missouri  and 
Iowa,  stated  that  that  committee  was  ready  to  re- 
port. He  referred  to  the  excitement  which  had 
existed  on  the  borders  of  those  two  portions  of  the 
union,  the  course  recently  pursued  by  the  gover- 
nor of  Missouri,  and  the  hope  of  the  committee  that 
this  report  would  be  effectual  for  allaying  the  ex- 
isting excitement. 

Mr.  Hubbard,  of  Alabama,  objected.  Pie  said 
that  the  house  wa3  already  in  the  midst  of  a war 
of  the  abolitionists  against  the  slaveholding  states; 
let  this  first  be  settled  before  it  looked  after  the  war 
between  Missouri  and  Iowa. 

Mr.  Bynum  thereupon  resumed  the  floor.  In  the 
course  of  Mr.  B’s  remarks  a personal  reference  to 
another  member  gave  rise  to  some  altercation  and 
some  excitement.  Some  incidental  proceedings 
were  had  thereon,  which  resulted  in  leave  to  Mr. 
B.  to  proceed,  and  then  the  house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  Jan.  25.  Hon.  Mr.  McCarty,  member 
elect  from  the  state  of  Virginia,  vice  hon.  C.  F. 
Mercer,  resigned,  appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took 
his  seat. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  having,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Pelrikin.  been  amended  in  certain  particulars — 

Mr.  Peck  rose  and  asked  permission  of  the  house 
to  correct  some  portion  of  a report  of  yesterday’s 
proceedings  which  appeared  in  one  of  the  daily 
papers  of  this  city,  and  by  which  he  felt  himself 
aggrieved. 

The  speaker  inquired  of  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  (Mr.  Bynum),  who  was  entitled  to 
the  floor  from  yesterday  on  the  subject  of  abolition 
petitions,  whether  he  yielded  the  floor? 

Mr.  Bynum  said  certainly,  for  an  explanation. 

Mr-  Peck  then  proceeded.  I see  by  one  of  the 
city  papers  (the  Globe)  that  the  following  proceed- 
ings of  yesterday  are  reported: 

“Mr.  Bynum  said  if  there  were  any  doubts  in  the 
minds  of  the  southern  people  as  to  who  were  and 
who  were  not  abolitionists  in  that  house,  they'  need 
only  refer  to  the  speeches  and  votes  of  its  members. 


; If  they  wanted  further  evidence  I would  refer  them 
to  (he  remarks  of  a certain  member  of  this  house, 
who  characterised  the  northern  democrats,  who 
usually  vote  for  preserving  the  constitutional  obli- 
gations imposed  on  them,  and  who  are  opposed  to 
an  interference  with  the  rights'  of  the  south,  as 
‘southern  slaves.’  He  would  refer  them  to  the  re- 
mark made  by  a certain  abolitionist  of  the  house 
(Mr.  Peck)  when  the  vote  was  about  being  taken 
on  laying  Mr.  Coles',  resolution  on  the  table,  ‘now, 
come  up  you  southern  slaves,  and  show  yourselves.’ 
Yes,  sir,  this  was  the  language  applied  to  these  pa- 
triotic, high-minded  men,”  &c.  &c. 

Mr.  P.  continued.  Now,  I do  not  read  the  re- 
maining portion  of  the  report  of  what  followed, 
not  because  it  is  grossly  untrue  or  unjust  in  refer- 
ence to  more  than  one  particular,  but  because  my 
only  desire  is  to  make  a correction  in  regard  to  such 
portion  as  I have  now  read,  and  to  say  that  I should 
not  have  regarded  myself  as  personated  or  alluded 
to,  if  no  other  language  had  been  used,  or  nothing 
had  transpired,  except  what  is  reported  in  so  much 
as  I have  read.  I say  I should  not  have  supposed 
myself  personated  or  alluded  to,  because  there  is  no 
word  imputed  to  me  that  I have  ever  used,  until  I 
used  it  in  reading  the  report.  It  would  have  re- 
quired great  obliquity  of  hearing  to  have  supposed 
that,  whatever,  I might  have  said,  I had  alluded  to 
“southern  slaves,”  or  used  any  such  phrase  or  term. 

I have  used  none  such.  I regarded  myself  yester- 
day as  personated  (and  I therefore  made  the  inqui- 
ry, which  I need  not  further  allude  to)  by  language 
which  I cannot  repeat  in  hcec  verba,  but  which  I 
can  substantially  state.  So  much  of  the  report  as 
I have  read,  down  to  the  first  period  in  the  para- 
graph terminating  with  the  words  “southern  slaves,” 
I do  understand  to  be  correctly  given.  I under- 
stood next  that  the  member  using  this  language 
turned  round,  looking  me  full  in  the  face,  and,  with 
indications  made  directly  towards  me,  said,  “the 
voice  came  from  a member  behind  me — it  came 
from  a rank  abolitionist.”  That  was  the  language, 
or  the  substance  of  it;  and  it  was  by  that  reference 
that  I supposed  myself  personated,  when  I took  oc- 
casion to  say,  as  1 now  repeat,  that,  so  far  as  the 
language  imputed  to  me  the  charge  of  being  an  abo- 
litionist, it  was  untrue.  Those  who  know  me, 
here  or  elsewhere,  know  that  the  charge  could  not 
be  less  true  of  any  human  being  than  of  myself.  I 
have  no  further  explanation  to  make;  but  I desire  to 
have  the  report  corrected  in  this  particular:  that  I 
should  not  have  regarded  myself  as  alluded  to  by 
the  language  imputed  to  me;  it  is  language  I have 
never  used,  or  any  thing  like  it.  I regarded  my-, 
self  personated  by  the  manner  by  the  indications 
made  directly  towards  me,  accompanied  by  the 
charge  that  the  declaration  came  from  a rank  abo- 
litionist. I do  not  desire  the  statement  to  go  before 
the  country  uncontradicted,  that  I could  have  been 
capable  of  using  such  phrases  as  are  here  reported 
in  inverted  commas. 

Mr.  Bynum,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  rose 
and  said,  he  regretted  exceedingly  a continuation 
of  the  most  unpleasant  controversy  that  occurred 
yesterday  evening;  but  in  justification  of  the  obser- 
vations he  then  made,  he  would  read  an  extract  from 
a report  in  one  of  the  journals  of  the  day,  showing 
the  evidence  on  which  his  remarks  were  predicat- 
ed. In  the  report  of  the  proceedings  on  Mr.  Coles’ 
resolution,  he  found  the  following: 

“Mr.  Peck  moved  for  a call  of  the  house.  There 
were  some  northern  slaves  there,  he  said,  whom  he 
wanted  to  be  emancipated.  Mr.  P.  then  called  for 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  his  molion;  which  were  or- 
dered, and  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative:  Yeas  86,  nays  113.” 

In  another  part  of  the  same  report  he  found  a 
motion  made  by  the  same  gentleman,  as  follows: 

“Mr.  Peck  moved  a call  of  the  house,  but  subse- 
quently withdrew  his  motion.  AVe  have,  said  he, 
some  refuge  slaves  from  the  north  that  I wish  brought 
in.” 

This  (said  Mr.  B.)  was  the  report  of  the  pro- 
ceedings on  the  day  Mr.  Coles’  resolution  was 
acted  on;  and  as  it  has  remained  uncontradicted  to 
this  day,  I am  warranted  in  presuming  that  it  was* 
correct.  It  was  true  (he  said)  he  made  a mistake 
in  using  the  term  “southern  slaves,”  instead  of 
“northern  slaves;”  but,  even  with  that  mistake,  the 
gentleman  alluded  to  could  not  avoid  knowing  for 
whom  the  allusion  was  intended;  nor  could  anyone 
doubt  at  the  time  that  the  term  “northern  slaves” 
was  applied  to  those  members  of  this  house  who  are 
for  preserving  the  constitution,  and  sustaining  the 
peace  and  tranquility  of  the  country,  with  the  per- 
petuity  of  our  institutions.  It  was  the  first  time, 
(Mr.  B.  said),  on  the  floor  of  congress,  that  to  call 
a man  an  abolitionist  was  deemed  so  offensive  as  to 
call  forth  a gross  and  wanton  insult  in  reply. 

The  speaker  informed  Mr.  B.  that  no  personal  al- 
lusion would  be  permitted. 


Mr.  Bynum  said  he  made  no  personal  allusions. 
He  never  deemed  it  an  offence  to  call  a man  an  abo- 
litionist. He  never  denied  that  there  were  some 
few  democrats  in  the  abolition  ranks.  Their  votes 
showed  that  there  were  from  five  to  ten  of  them  in 
this  house.  But  what  he  wanted  the  country,  and 
the  south  particularly,  to  know  was,  that  there  were 
from  sixty-five  to  seventy-five  deeply  died  aboli- 
tionists in  the  whig  ranks  in  that  house. 

Mr.  B.  then  proceeded  in  his  general  argument, 
and  addressed  the  house  till  past  three  o’clock,  when 
the  floor  w?as  obtained  (among  a dozen  applicants 
for  it)  by 

Mr.  W.  Cost  Johnson,  who  indicated  an  intention, 
before  he  concluded  to  offer  a new  proposition,  dif- 
fering from  either  of  those  now  before  the  house. 
He  did  not,  however,  read  the  resolution,  but  was 
making  some  remarks  in  reply  to  those  of  Mr. 
Adams,  when,  at  a little  past  four  o’clock,  he  gave 
way  for  a motion  for  adjournment. 

Before  the  house  adjourned,  certain  documents 
from  the  post  office  department,  containing  the  es- 
timates for  the  current  year,  were,  on  molion  of 
Mr.  Jones,  referred  to  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Additional  testimony  in  the  New  Jersey  case  was 
also  received  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  elec- 
tions. 

Mr.  Lewis  and  Mr.  Carr  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  adjournment,  but  they  were  refused. 

And  the  house  thereupon  adjourned. 

Monday,  Jan.  27.  The  question  before  the  house 
being  on  Mr.  IV.  1'hompson’ s resolution  on  ttie  sub- 
ject of  abolition  memorials,  Mr.  W.  Cost  Johnson 
was  entitled  to  the  floor,  having  commenced  a 
speech  on  the  subject  of  that  resolution  on  Satur- 
day last;  but  he  yielded  at  the  request  of — 

Mr.  Jones,  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  who  thereupon  reported  from  that  com- 
mittee the  general  appropriation  bill  for  the  civil 
and  diplomatic  expenses  of  the  government  lor  the 
current  year;  also,  the  appropriation  bill  for  the 
pensions  of  revolutionary  soldiers;  together  with 
estimates,  &<:.  connected  with  the  above:  which 
were  referred  to  a committee  of  the  whole,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Jones  then  expressed  his  wish  to  move  the 
following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  clerk  of  this  house  be  authorised 
to  employ  some  suitable  person  or  persons  to  execute 
the  printing  of  the  bills  which  have  been  reported,  to- 
gether with  the  accompanying  estimates  and  docu- 
ments, in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  joint  resolution 
of  1819. 

Mr.  Geddings  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by 
striking  out  all  after  "resolved,”  and  inserting  the 
following: 

“That,  until  the  further  order  of  the  house,  the  clerk 
be  directed  to  procure  the  printing  of  the  house  to  be 
done  by  such  persons  as  will  do  it  with  the  least  ex- 
pense to  government” 

Mr.  Jones  moved  the  previous  question  on  his  re- 
solution. 

Mr.  Geddings  moved  the  previous  queslion  on  his 
amendment. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Geddings  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion was  seconded,  put,  and  carried;  and  the  main 
question  being  on  the  adoption  of  his  amendment — 

It  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — Yeas  109,  nays 
65. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  resolution  as  amend- 
ed, 

Mr.  Duncan  moved  a reconsideration  of  the  vote 
just  taken. 

A\7hich  was  decided  in  the  negative:  Yeas  10S, 
nays  110. 

So  the  vote  was  not  reconsidered. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  adoption  of 
the  resolution  as  amended — 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maine,  asked  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  were,  yeas 
115,  nays  97. 

So  the  resolution,  as  amended,  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Wm.  C.  Johnson  then  rising  to  resume  his 
remarks — 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Indiana,  said  he  rose  to  a privileg- 
ed question — he  wished  to  submit  a motion  to  re- 
consider. 

Mr.  Briggs  submitted  to  the  chair  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana,  (Mr.  Davis),  could  not  now 
submit  his  motion,  inasmuch  as  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  (Mr.  Wm.  C.  Johnson),  had  the  floor. 

And  the  speaker  so  decided. 

An  appeal  was  made  to  Mr.  Johnson  to  yield — 
but  Mr!  J.  pledged  his  word  that,  after  the  experi- 
ence he  had  had  this  day,  he  would  not  again  yield 
the  floor  to  any  living  man. 

- Mr.  J.  then  proceeding  in  his  remarks,  (it  being 
now  twenty  minutes  past  three  o’clock),  and  con- 
tinued to  address  the  house  until  half  past  four 
o’clock,  when  he  gave  way  to 
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Mr.  Pelrikin,  who  moved  an  adjournment. 

And  then  the  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  Jan.  23.  Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson,  wlio  held 
the  floor  from  yesterday,  resumed  his  remarks  on 
the  subject  of  Mr.  Thompson’s  resolution  in  relation 
to  abolition  petitions. 

Mr.  J.  in  the  course  of  his  remarks  yielded  the 
floor  severally  to  Messrs.  Adams,  Granger,  Lincoln, 
Piclcins,  Vanderpoel  and  Hunt,  to  allow  them  to  ex- 
plain the  reasons  which  governed  their  votes  on  the 
disposition  of  a certain  abolition  memorial  presented 
in  a former  congress  bv  Mr.  McKennan,  of  Penn. 

Mr.  Johnson,  having  concluded  his  speech,  of- 
fered the  following  proposition  as  an  amendment  to 
the  amendment  heretofore  ottered  by  Mr.  Adams: 

“That  no  petition,  memorial,  resolution  or  other  pa- 
per, praying  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  or  any  state  or  territory,  or  the  slave  trade 
between  the  states  or  territories  of  the  United  States  in 
which  it  now  exists,  shall  be  received  by  this  house,  or 
entertained  in  any  way  whatever.’’ 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Vanderpoel  he  mov- 
ed the  previous  question,  which  was  secontled  by 
the  house,  and  on  the  question,  “Shall  the  main 
question  be  now  put?” 

Mr.  Rheil  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered,  and  resulted  as  fallows:  Yeas  1-17, 
nays  61. 

So  the  previous  question  was  carried. 

Mr.  IV.  Thompson  wanted  to  modify  his  resolu- 
tion by  adopting  Mr.  IV.  C.  Johnson’s  as  an  addi- 
tion to  the  end  of  it;  but  this  not  being  in  order,  I 
and  some  discussion  aiising  on  points  of  order — 

Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson  modified  his  resolution  so  as 
to  propose  to  amend  Mr.  Adams’  amendment  now 
pending  by  striking  out  all  butlhe  word  “resolved,” 
and  inserting  his  in  lieu  thereof. 

In  this  form,  his  amendment  was  pronounced  by 
the  chair  to  be  in  order. 

And  the  question  being  then  put  upon  its  adop-' 
tion.it  was  carried  by  yeas  and  nays — Yeas  116, 
nays  104. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  resolution  of 
Mr.  Thompson,  as  thus  amended, 

Mr.  Adams  moved  that  it  be  postponed  until  the 
house  should  have  been  fully  organized  by  the  ad- 
mission of  the  New  Jersey  members. 

This  motion  was  ruled  to  be  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Stanly  moved  a call  of  the  house,  observing 
that  he  saw  some  anti-slavery  abolitionists  dodging 
the  question. 

The  chair  decided  that,  after  the  previous  ques- 
tion had  been  ordered,  the  motion  for  a call  was 
out  oi  order. 

The  resolution,  as  amended,  was  again  read,  and 
the  yeas  and  nays  having  been  called  upon  it,  it 
was  decided  in  tile  affirmative,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Alford,  Andrews,  Atherton,  Banks, 
Beirne,  Black,  Blackwell,  Botrs,  Boyd,  A.  V.  Brown, 
A.  G.  Brown,  Burke.  W.  O.  Butler,  S.  H.  Buffer,  By- 
num, J.  Campbell,  Win.  B.  Campbell,  Carroll,  Chap- 
man, Coles,  Colquitt,  Connor,  M.  A.  Cooper,  Crabb, 
Craig,  Crockett,  Cross,  John  Davis,  J.  W.  Davis,  Gar- 
ret Davis,  Dawson,  Deberry.  Dennis,  Dillett,  Drorn- 
goale,  Earl,  Eastman,  Fine,  Fisher,  Fornance,  James 
Garland,  R Garland,  Gerry,  Goggin,  Graham,  Graves, 
Green,  Griffin,  Habersham,  Hawkins,  Hid,  of  Va.  J. 
Hill,  of  N.  Carolina,  IJolleman,  Holmes,  Hopkins,  Hub- 
bard, Jameson,  Jenifer,  Joseph  Johnson,  Wm.  Cost 
Johnson,  N.  Jones,  John  Wm.  Jones,  Kemble,  Lead- 
better,  Lewis.  Lucas,  McCarty,  McClellan,  McCulloh, 
McKay,  Medill,  Miller,  Monlanya,  Montgomery,  Nis- 
bet,  Parish,  Parris,  Petrikin,  Pickens,  Pope,  Prentiss, 
Proffit,  Ramsey,  Rnyner,  Reynolds,  Rhett,  Rives,  J. 
Rogers,  Samuels,  Shaw,  Albert  Smith,  Stanly,  Steen- 
rod.  Strong,  Sum  er,  Sweenv,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  F. 
Thomas,  P.  F.  Thomas,  W.  Thompson,  J.  Thompson, 
Triplett,  Turney,  Warren,  Watterson.  Weller,  John 
White,  Lewis  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  C.  H. 
Williams,  S.  Williams,  Wise,  Worthington — 114. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  Jftdson  Allen,  John  W. 
Allen,  Hugh  J.  Anderson,  Sim.  H.  Anderson,  Baker, 
Barnard,  Beatty,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Brewster,  Briggs, 
Brock  way,  Anson  Brown,  Calhoun,  Carr,  Casey,  Chit- 
tenden, Clark,  Clifford,  .Tas.  Cooper,  Cranston,  Crary, 
Curtis,  Cushing,  Dana.  Davee,  E.  Davies,  Doan,  Doig, 
Duncan,  Edwards,  Ely,  Evans,  Everett,  Fillmore, 
Fletcher,  Floyd,  Ga'es,  Gentry,  Giddings,  Goode,  Gran- 
ger, Grinnell.  Hall,  Hand,  W.  S.  Hastings,  J.  Hastings, 
Henry,  Hjlfman,  Hook,  Howard,  Hunt,  Jackson, 
James,  Chas.  Johnston,  Keirn,  IOmpshall,  Lawrence, 
Leet,  Leonard,  Lincoln,  Lowell,  Mallory,  Marchand, 
Marvin,  Mason,  -Mitchell,  Monroe,  Morgan,  S.  W. 
Morris.  Calvary  Morris,  Naylor,  Newhard,  Ogle.  Os- 
borne, Palen,  Parmcnter.  Paynter,  Peck,  Randall,  Ran- 
dolph, Rariden,  Reed,  Ridgvvay,  Edward  Rogers,  Rus- 
sell, Saltonstall,  Serjeant,  Simonfon,  Slade,  J.  Smith, 
Trueman  Smith,  Starkweoth  r,  Storrs,  S’euart,  Tilling- 
host,  'Poland,  Trumbull,  Underwood,  Vanderpoel,  D. 
D.  Wngener,  P.  J.  Wagner,  Wick,  J.  W.  Williams, 
H.  Williams — 103. 

So  the  house 

Resolved,  That  upon  the  presentation  of  any  me- 
morial or  petition  praying  for  the  abolition  of  slavery 
or  the  slave  trade  ia  any  district,  territory  or  state  of 
the  union,  and  upon  the  presentation  of  any  resolution 


or  other  paper  touching  that  subject,  the  reception  of 
such  memorial,  petition,  resolution  or  paper  shall  be 
considered  as  objected  to,  and  the  question  ot  its  re- 
ception shall  be  laid  on  the  table,  without  debate  or 
further  action  thereon. 

Resolved,  That  no  petition,  memorial,  resolution  or 
other  paper,  praying  fertile  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  or  any  state  or  territory',  or  the 
slave  trade  between  the  states-or  territories  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  in  which  it  now  exists,  shall  be  received  by 
this  house  or  entertained  in  any  way  whatever. 

Mr.  Alford  moved  an  adjournment. 

Mr.  Duncan  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Alford  thereupon  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Indiana,  moved  a reconsideration  of 
the  resolution  yesterday  adopted  in  reference  to  the 
printing  of  the  house. 

Mr.  D.  made  some  remarks  in  support  of  his  mo- 
tion, and  stated  if  the  house  would  agree  to  recon- 
sider the  resolution  of  yesterday,  he  was  desirous  of 
offering  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  this  house  will  now  proceed  to  the 
election  of  a public  printer,  who  shall  proceed  to  exe- 
cute the  printing  of  tills  house  agreeably  to  the  require- 
ments and  compensation  of  existing  laws,  until  such 
laws  are  modified  by  the  legislation  of  congress;  and  in 
the  mean  time  a committee  of  seven  members  shall  be 
appointed  by  the  chair,  who  shall  within  twenty-one 
legislative  clays  from  the  date  of  their  appointment,  re- 
port to  this  house  what  amendments,  if  any,  are  neces- 
sary to  the  more  prompt,  perfect  and  economical  exe- 
cutition  of  tlie  printing  of  congress;  whether  the  same 
should  bs  let  oumo  contract,  or  whether  it  would  be 
[ more  expedient  to  execute  the  same  by  a congressional 
printing  house,  press  and  type  belonging  to  congress, 
and  subject  to  its  superintendance. 

Having  explained  the  objects  of  the  resolution 
Mr.  D.  demanded  the  previous  question  on  its  adop- 
tion. 

The  call  lor  the  previous  question  was  seconded, 
and  tiie  main  question  was  put-arid  carried  by  yeas 
arid  nays.  Yeas  110,  nays  107. 

So  the  resolution  of  yesterday  was  reconsidered. 

Mr.  Graves,  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by- 
striking  out  all  after  the  word  “resolved,”  and  in- 
serting as  follows: 

“That  the  communication  of  Gales  & Seaton,  sent  to 
the  speaker  of  this  house,  tou«!iing  the  public  printing, 
and  the  whole  subject  of  the  public  printing,  be  referred 
te  a select  committee,  to  inquire  into  the  plan  of  exe- 
cuting the  same,  and  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and 
that  the  priming  which  lias  been  or  may  hereafter  be 
ordered  by  this  house,  shall,  until  otherwise  ordered,  in 
all  things  except  prices,  be  done  in  the  manner  pre- 
scribed by  the  joint  resolution  of  congress  relating  to 
that  matter,  approved  March  3,  1819.  And  the  clerk 
of  this  house  under  the  supervision  and  control  of  the 
committee  of  accounts,  is  hereby  authorised  to  make  a 
contract  or  contracts  with  some  person  or  persons  to 
execute  said  work  upon  the  best  terms  it  can  be  done 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  provided  the  prices  shall 
not  exceed  those  fixed  by  the  aforesaid  joint  resolution 
of  1319.” 

Mr.  Graves  (hen  inquired  whether  the  chair  had 
tlie  communication  ot  Gales  & Seaton,  referred  to 
in  the  resolution  in  bis  possession?  If  so,  he  asked 
that  the  clerk  be  directed  to  read  it. 

Mr.  Dromgoole  inquired  whether  that  communica- 
tion had  ever  been  communicated  by  the  speaker  to 
the  house? 

The  chair  replied  that  it  had  not. 

Mr.  Dromgoole  then  insisted  that  it  could  not  be 
in  order  to  refer  to  it. 

Mr.  Graves  required  that  the  question  of  order  be 
reduced  to  writing. 

Tlie  chair  decided  that  it  was  not  in  order  to  refer 
to  a paper  in  possession  of  the  chair,  which  had  not 
yet  been  communicated  to  the  house. 

Mr.  Wise  inquired  whether  it  could  not  now  be 
communicated? 

Mr.  Graves  said,  if  the  speaker  would  send  it  to 
him,  he  would  read  it  in  his  place. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maine.  Does  he  take  an  appeal 
from  the  decision  of  the  chair? 

The  chair  said  the  paper  could  not  now  be  read. 

Mr.  Graves  thereupon  modified  his  resolution  by 
omitting  so  much  as  referred  to  Gales  8c  Sealon’s 
communication. 

Mr.  Jameson  now  rose  to  order. 

Mr.  Graves  required  him  to  reduce  his  point  of 
order  to  writing;  when,  after  some  altercation  a3  to 
whether  this  was  necessary — 

Mr.  Graves,  witti  the  assent  of  Mr.  Jameson, 
moved  an  adjournment. 

And  thereupon  the  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  Jan.  29.  The  first  business  before 
the  house  was  tiie  unfinished  business  of  yesterday, 
being  the  resolution  which  (he  house  has  agreed  "to 
reconsider,  directing  the  clerk  to  cause  the  printing 
for  the  house  to  be  executed  at  the  least  expense. 

The  immediate  question  before  the  house  was  a 
question  of  order  raised  by  Mr.  Jameson,  of  Mis- 
souri. But,  before  the  house  entered  on  it, 

Mr.  Parmenler,  of  Massachusetts,  asked  permis- 
sion to  present  a motion  wiiich  be  considered  as  of 


a privileged  character,  which  was,  that  a memorial 
from  voters  of  the  sixth  congressional  district  of 
Massachusetts,  contesting  the  seat  of  a sitting 
member,  be  received  and  referred  to  the  committee 
of  elections. 

Mr.  Peck,  of  New  York,  objecting,  some  expla- 
nation took  place;  when 

The  chair  deciding  the  motion  not  to  be  a privi- 
leged one, 

Mr.  Parmenler  withdrew  it. 

Mr.  Curtis  of  New  York,  made  an  effort  to  have 
a senate  bill  committed  in  relation  to  the  registers 
of  whaling  vessels,  being  pronounced  by  a recent 
legal  decision  insufficient  to  exempt  their  cargoes 
from  duty  as  though  they  were  foreign  ships;  but, 
objection  being  made  by  Mr.  Craig,  he  withdrew 
the  motion. 

Mr.  Jameson  now  presented,  in  w’riting,  his  point 
of  order,  which  he  argued  at  length. 

The  chair  decided  that,  the  house  having  recon- 
sidered the  resolution  which  it  had  passed,  the  floor 
was  open  to  any  member  to  move  a new  proposi- 
tion, whether  he  had  read  it  previously  to  the 
house  or  no. 

Fiom  this  decision  Mr.  Jameson  took  an  appeal. 

Mr.  Duncan  moved  the  previous  question  on  the 
appeal,  which  was  seconded,  put,  and  carried. 

And  the  question  recurring  on  the  appeal,  the 
decision  of  the  chair  was  sustained  by  the  house — 
yeas  104,  nays  92. 

Mr.  Graves  was  thus  pronounced  to  be  in  order 
in  moving  his  resolution  as  an  amendment. 

Mr.  Rice  Garland  requested  Mr.  Graves  to  yield 
the  floor  to  enable  him  to  offer  an  amendment  to 
the  amendment;  which  Mr.  Graves  consented 
to  do. 

And  the  proposed  amendment  of  Mr.  Garland, 
which  directs  tiie  said  committee  to  inquire  also 
“into  the  expediency  of  entirely  separating  the 
patronage  from  the  newspaper  or  public  press  of 
the  country,”  was  then  read. 

Mr.  Graves  then  addressed  the  house  at  consider- 
able length  on  the  subject  of  the  public  printing, 
ami  the  necessity  of  reducing  that  branch  of  the 
public  expenditure,  entering  into  some  details  to 
show  wherein,  in  respect  to  printing  for  different 
departments  of  the  government,  abuses  had  been 
practised.  Mr.  Graves  continued  speaking  until 
twenty  minutes  to  four  o’clock, 

Mr.  Graves  having  concluded — 

The  speaker  gave  the  floor  to 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Indiana,  who  said  that  before  he 
proceeded  to  make  the  few  remarks  which  he  de- 
signed to  offer  on  the  general  subject,  he  would  in- 
quire whether  it  was  in  order  to  move  to  amend 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
(Mr.  Graves )? 

The  specter  said  there  was  an  amendment,  pend- 
ing to  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky, (meaning  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Rice  Gar- 
land). 

Mr.  Davis.  Has  the  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment been  recognised  as  legitimately  before  the 
house?  Has  it  been  read? 

The  speaker  said  the  clerk  informed  the  chair 
that  it  had  b?en  read. 

[A  discussion  here  arose  as  to  points  of  order,  in 
which  several  members  participated,  and  much 
confusion  ensued.] 

Messrs.  Briggs,  Davis,  of  Indiana,  Wise  and 
Vanderpoel  severally  stated  to  the  house  their  im- 
pressions as  to  the  precise  order  and  position  of  the 
various  propositions  which  had  been  presented 
yesterday  and  to-day  in  relation  to  tile  public  print- 
ing. 

After  which,  Mr.  Davis  propounded  the  direct 
question,  does  the  chair  decide  that  it  is  in  order 
to  amend  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky? 

The  speaker  decided  that  it  was  not  in  order  so 
to  do.  * 

Mr.  Vanderpoel  appealed  from  that  decision. 

The  rule  of  order  was  further  debated  by  a num- 
ber of  gentlemen,  when  after  some  remarks  from 
Mr.  Wise,  he  moved  (he  previous  question,  which 
was  seconded  by  the  house,  and  the  main  question 
was  ordered  to  be  put. 

Mr.  R.  Garland  asked  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered. 

And  the  question  wa3,  “shall  the  decision  of  the 
chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  house?” 

And  the  roll  having  been  called,  there  appeared, 
yeas  136,  nays  71. 

So  the  decision  of  the  chairs  was  sustained. 

The  question  before  the  house  (under  this  judg- 
ment) being  the  amendment  to  the  amendment, 
(as  proposed  by  Mr.  R.  Garland)  — 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Indiana,  took  the  floor,  but  yield- 
ed to  Mr.  Briggs,  on  whose  motion,  the  house  ad- 
journed. 
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Albany.  The  mayor  of  Albany,  in  his  inaugural, 
gives  a statement  of’lhe  liabilities  and  resources  of  that 
city.  We  subjoin  the  aggregate. 

Permanent  loans,  $349,500  00 

Temporary  loans,  64,535  74 

$414,035  74 


Due  the  city, 
City  property, 


402.833  42 
160,000  00 


Appendage  to  a duel.  It  will  probably  be  recollected 
that  a few  weeks  since  a duel  took  place  near  Talla- 
hassee, between  gen.  L.  Read  and  a Mr.  Allston,  in 
which  the  latter  was  killed.  We  learn  from  the  Bruns- 
wick, (Geo.)  Advocate  of  the  14th  inst  that  on  the  5th 
insl.  the  general  and  Mr.  Willis  Allston,  brother  of  the 
deceased,  met  in  the  dining  room  of  the  principle  hotel 
of  Tallahassee,  and  that  an  affray  took  place  between 
them,  in  which  Mr.  A.  discharged  two  pistols  at  gen. 
R.  the  ball  of  one  of  which  passed  through  his  side,  and 
then  attacked  and  cut  him  severely  with  a bowie  knife. 
Gen.  R.  was  alive  at  the  last  accounts,  aud  expected  to 
survive.  How  delightful  this  “chivalric”  state  of  so- 
ciety, where  you  kill  one  day  and  are  killed  the  next. 

[Pennsylvanian  Jan.  23. 


Aroostook  expedition.  The  total  amount  of  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Aroostook  expedition,  to  December  20th, 
(excepting  the  civil  posse),  is  as  follows: 

Pay  of  the  troops,  $90,081  42 

Quartermaster’s  department,  136,683  97 


$226,765  39 

Bloodhounds  in  Florida.  The  Globe  of  Saturday 
says: — 

The  Florida  papers  announce  the  arrival  of  col.  Fitz- 
patrick, from  the  island  of  Cuba,  with  a pack  of  blood- 
hounds, imported,  as  we  understand,  by  the  authori- 
ties of  the  territory.  We  have  ascertained  that  the 
war  department  is  only  acquainted  with  the  circum- 
stance through  public  rumor,  and  know  nothing  of  the 
matter  officially.  It  does  not  surprise  us  that  the  in- 
habitants of  a country  which  has  been  so  cruelly  deso- 
lated, and  where  every  hearthstone  issprinkle4  with 
blood,  should  resort  to  any  imaginable  means  to  pro- 
tect their  families  from  the  prowling  and  murderous 
savages. 

Cuba  bloodhounds  arrived!  An  officer  of  the  army, 
says  the  Madisonian,  just  arrived  in  Washington  from 
St.  Augustine,  reports  that  a vessel  with  thirty-three 
bloodhounds  had  entered  one  of  the  ports  of  the  penin- 
sula before  he  left. 

Cairo,  Illinois.  The  Messrs.  Wright,  of  London, 
own  the  angle  of  land  formed  by. (he  Ohio  and  Mis- 
sissippi, and  on  the  point  of  which  is  Cairo.  They  have 
sent  out  a million  and  a half  of  dollars  to  continue  the 
improvements,  and  offer  a loan  of  four  millions  to  Illi-- 
nois  to  complete  her  great  central  rail  road,  which  is 
to  terminate  at  Cairo. 


Canada.  We  regret  to  learn,  says  the  Kingston,  (U. 
C.)  Chronicle  of  the  15th,  that  sir  George  Arthur  has 
resigned  the  government  of  this  province.  His  excel- 
lency, it  is  said,  forwarded  his  resignation  by  the  last 
trip  of  the  Great  Western,  and  which  has  been  ac- 
cepted. 


Florida.  Lake  Jackson,  a body  of  water  in  the 
vicinity  of  Tallahassee,  Florida,  several  miles  in  extent, 
is  said  to  have  entirely  disappeared. 

Great  cargo.  The  British  ship  Scotland  cleared  at 
Charleston  last  week  for  Liverpool,  with  2,718  bales  of 
cotton,  weighing  909,000  lbs.  and  740  barrels  of  tur- 
pentine. 

General  Jackson  reached  New  Orleans  the  morning 
of  the  8dt  inst.  from  Vicksburg,  accompanied  by  a mi- 
litary escort,  and  was  received  by  an  immense  proces- 
sion of  soldiery  and  citizens — himself  riding,  with  his 
silver  locks  uncovered,  in  a barouche  drawn  by  four 
white  horses.  Conducted  to  the  cathedral,  an  oration 
was  delivered;  thence  he  passed  the  troops  in  review 
on  the  public  square,  and  at  night  attended  the  St. 
Charles  theatre,  which  was  crammed  to  excess,  and 
where  an  anthem  composed  for  the  occasion  was 
sung;  and,  also,  Hail  Columbia,  by  the  whole  compa- 
ny. The  veterans  of ’14  and  ’15  were  out.  The  gene- 
ral was  not  able  to  go  to  the  battle  ground. 

Georgia.  An  unsuccessful  attempt  was  made  in  the 
legislature  of  Georgia,  to  repeal  the  private  banking 
law. 

Indiana.  A bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt, 
passed  the  Indiana  house  of  representatives,  on  the 
6th  instant,  by  a large  majority. 

Massachusetts.  The  Bay  State  Democrat  of  Thurs- 
day has  the  following: 

All  right!  The  senate  yesterday,  as  will  be  seen  by 
our  legislative  report,  accepted  the  majority  report,  de- 
claring judge  Morton  elected  governor,  by  a vote  of 
thirty-two  to  seven.  Mr.  Savage  who  made  the  mi- 
nority report  voting  for  it. 

To-day,  the  house  concurred  with  the  senate  in  ac- 
cepting the  report  by  a vute  of  454  to  45. 

The  election  for  conncillors  in  Massachusetts  has 
resulted  in  the  choice  of  the.  whole  whig  ticket  by  more 
than  30  majority.  The  locos  have  the  governor,  and 
nothing  else. 

Michigan.  The  hon.  A.  S.  Porter,  who,  ere  this  is 
elected  to  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  from  the 
state  of  Michigan,  is  a son  of  judge  Porter,  of  Niaga- 
ra Falls,  and  a brother  of  Peter  B.  Porter,  jr.  a popu- 
lar arid  efficient  member  of  our  own  legislature  from 
the  county  of  Niagara.  [ Albany  Evening  Jour. 

The  Michigan  house  of  representatives  completed 
its  organization  on  the  8th  inst.  H.  Acker  was  elect- 
ed speaker,  and  Mark  Howard  clerk.  Parties  in  the 
house  stands  26  whigs,  15  administration. 

Mississippi.  Robert  J.  Walker  has  been  re-elected 
a senator  of  the  United  States  from  the  state  of  Mis- 
sissippi for  six  years  from  the  4th  of  March,  1841, 
when  his  present  term  of  service  will  expire.  His  ma- 
jority in  the  joint  ballot  of  both  branches  of  the  legis- 
lature was  26,  Mr.  Prentiss  having  received  thirty-seven 
out  of  the  forty  votes  given  against  him. 

The  new  constitution  of  Mississippi  prohibits  the 
introduction  of  slaves  into  that  state  as  merchandise  or 
for  sale.  Under  this  provision  the  federal  court  at 
Jackson  recently  decided  that  all  contracts  for  negroes 
brought  into  that  state  and  sold  since  the  1st  of  May, 
1838,  are  null  and  void.  This  decision  will  effect  ex- 
isting contracts  to  the  amount  of  two  millions  of  dol- 
lars. 


Colder  yet.  At  sunrise  this  morning,  says  the  Patriot 
of  the  17  ill  ult.  the  thermometer  stood  at  two  degrees 
above  zero.  The  coldest  morning  this  season,  except 
that  of  the  2d  ult. 

At  Washington  yesterday  morning,  the  thermometer, 
“in  an  exposed  northern  aspect,’’  was  down  to  zero. 

The  thermometer  at  Elmira,  N.  Y.  January  27th, 
was  23  degrees  below  zero. 

The  Montreal  papers  mention  that  Thursday  the  16th, 
was  the  coldest  day  of  the  season — the  thermometer  at 
8 A.  M.  was  at  22  below  zero,  and  continued  the  same 
during  the  day.  On  Friday  it  was  at  20. 

Earthquake,  We  learn  that  one  of  these  convul- 
sions of  the  earth  was  sensibly  felt  in  the  vicinity  of 
Fairfield,  Herkimer  county,  on  Friday  last. 

[. Albany  Journal. 

Fire  at  Wilmington.  We  have  the  particulars  to-day 
of  the  conflagration,  which  destroyed  150  buildings, 
about  one-third  of  the  business  part  of  the  town. 

The  fire  commenced  near  the  court  house,  which 
was  destroyed,  as  were  the  two  squares  N.  W.  and  N. 
E.  of  it,  except  the  Bank  of  Cape  Fear,  and  two  small 
houses  north  of  it,  and  three  brick  buildings  on  theN. 
W.  angle  of  the  N.  W.  square. 

The  offices  of  the  Advertiser  and  Chronicle,  the  cus- 
tom house,  the  Clarendon  and  Reston’s  hotel,  were 
burned.  The  loss,  it  is  computed,  will  amount  to 
$590,000. 

Flour  trade.  The  demand  for  shipment  to  Europe 
has  ceased,  and  there  are  now  but  a few  transactions 
for  the  home  market  and  the  West  Indies.  The  stock 
here  is  small,  notwithstanding  the  inspections  in  De- 
cember reached  upwards  of  ninety  thousand  barrels. 
The  inspection  lor  the  year  1839  were  nearly  one  mil- 
lion barrels.  Prices  in  this  market  now  range  from 
$6  25  to  $6  50  a barrel,  and  in  the  interior  from  $2  75 
to  $5. 

Lately  there  has  been  a good  demand  for  corn,  and 
nearly  thirty  thousand  bushels  purchased  to  send  to 
England.  Last  week  twenty  thousand  bushels  were 
bought  at  sixty  cents  a bushel  for  that  purpose. 

[New  York  Herald. 


Mobile.  The  committee  of  relief,  in  Mobile,  under 
date  of  the  4th  inst.  acknowledge  the  total  receipts  of 
moneys  subscribed  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers  by 
the  late  fires  in  that  city,  to  be  $26,395  66. 

Nantucket.  The  sea-girt  home  of  the  whalemen,  is 
in  danger  of  being  absorbed  in  the  ocean.  The  late 
gales  came  near  blotting  it  out  from  the  map  with  all 
its  historic  fame  in  the  annals  of  heroic  .adventure. — 
The  Enquirer  says: 

What  with  seas  and  storms  Nantucket  has  been  al- 
most washed  away!  During  the  past  months  Boreas 
has  raged  so  horribly  around  us,  that  the  tides  have 
been  higher  than  at  any  time  within  the  period  of  fifty 
years.  Consequently  great  inroads  have  been  made 
upon  our  sand-bank  in  different  parts  of  the  island, 
though,  fortunately  what  is  taken  from  one  part  of  it, 
is  only  carried  to  another.  However,  at  Siasconset, 
such  was  the  run  upon  the  bank  there,  thac  it  lias  be- 
come necessary  to  remove  the  houses  which  stood 
upon  it,  to  a greater  distance  from  the  margin;  and 
that  interesting  hamlet  has  been  lost,  forever,  that  very 
spot,  no  doubt,  faitnfuily  chronicled  in  the  memory  of 
many  a loving  pair,  where,  their  first  vows  of  affection 
were  to  each  other  plighted!  Mr.  Franklin  Folger,  it 
is  said,  was  carried  down  the  avalanche,  and  was,  with 
much  difficulty,  rescued  from  his  perilous  situation. — 
A passage  has  also  been  cut  through  Brant  Point  and 
Smith’s  Point,  where  the  stump  of  a tree  was  laid  bare, 
having  probably  been  embedded  there  for  many  years. 
What  will  become  of  its? 

Add  to  this,  the  island  is  embargoed  with  ice,  and 
all  communion  with  the  continent  cut  off.  What  is 
worse,  a thousand  poor  persons  are  suffering,  as  wood 
and  coal  are  all  exhausted. 

New  York.  The  following  is  the  estimate  of  expen- 
ditures of  the  city  of  New  York  for  the  year  1840. 

“Bonds  payable  $1,423,460;  water  loan  (Croton 
aqueduct)  $2,200,000;  charges  on  arrears  of  assess- 
ments $10,000;  do.  do.  taxes  $10,000;  cleaning  docks 
and  slips  $25,000;  regulating  and  paving  streets,  sew- 
ers, &c.  $225,000;  docks  and  slips  $10,000;  fire  com- 
missioners $4,000;  interest  on  opening  and  regulating 
streets  $10,000;  liens  on  lots  $2,000;  fencing  lots  $2,000; 


streets  opening  $270  000;  water  pipes  $60,000;  interest 
on  water  loan  340,000;  wells  and  pumps  $18,000;  pub- 
lic schools  $95,590;  levying  tax  $13,000;  errors  and  de- 
linquencies $500;  alms  house  $250,000;  board  of  health 
$6,000;  commutation  of  alien  passengers  $200;  coro- 
ner’s fees  $5,000;  contingencies  $23,000;  courts  $35,000; 
charities  $6,000;  cleaning  streets  $140,000;  street  ex- 
penses $50,000;  elections  $7,000;  fire  department 
$46,000;  house  of  refuge  4,000;  house  of  detention, 
Harlsem,  $500;  interest  $150,000;  intestate  estates 
1,800;  justices’  courts  $16,000;  lands  and  places 
$13,000;  lamps  and  eas  $120,000;  markets,  for  repairs 
and  salaries,  $24,000;  mayoralty  fees  $100;  public  re- 
servoir $5,000;  penalties  $3,000;  police $33,000;  printing 
and  stationery  $24,000;  repairs  and  supplies  $16,000; 
real  estaie  $1,500;  roads  and  avenues  $35,000;  watch 
$234,000;  salaries  $55,000;  tavern  and  excise  licenses 
$1,500. 

The  bonds  and  the  water  loan  of  the  above  may  be 
regarded  as  extraordinary;  they  amount  to  $3,623,460. 

There  is  an  item  of  $24,000  for  printing  and  sta- 
tionery. They  must  pay  for  their  printing  in  New  York, 
and  use  stationery,  to  come  to  such  a sum. 

The  whole  amount  is  $6,081,150 

Deduet  loans  and  bonds,  3,623,460 


Current  expenses  for  ordinary  purposes,  $2,467,690 

Ohio.  The  Democratic  convention  of  Ohio  (Thos. 
L.  Hamer,  president),  met  at  Columbus  on  the  8th 
January,  on  the  public  square  in  the  snow.  They  re- 
assembled next  morning  in  the  theatre.  They  have 
nominated  Wilson  Shannon,  for  re-election  as  gover- 
nor. They  recommend  a national  convention  to  meet 
at  Baltimore  on  the  5th  May,  and  they  recommend 
Martin  Van  Buren  and  R.  M.  Johnson  for  re-nomi- 
nation. 

Population  of  Ohio.  The  official  census  last  spring, 
is  completed.  The  white  male  population  alone,  over 
the  age  ot  21,  is  291,132  souls. 

Pennsylvania.  The  Philadelphia  North  American, 
of  yesterday  says: 

The  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  the  Schuylkill 
bank  was  held  yesterday.  We  learn  that  the  state- 
ment submitted  to  them  showed  a surp  us  of  near 
$600,000  tor  the  stockholders,  after  paying  all  their 
debts,  leaving  the  Kentucky  bank  out  ot  the  question. 
Another  petition  has  been  presented  to  the  legislature, 
praying  tor  the  appointment  of  a board  of  directors. — 
As  matters  now  stand,  the  interests  of  stockholders 
are  much  jeoparded,  as  the  present  hoard  declines  tak- 
ing any  step  which  may  involve  them  in  personal  re- 
sponsibility. 

The  medical  department  of  the  university  of  Penn- 
sylvania contains  about  450  students — exceeding  that 
of  any  former  class  within  the  last  twelve  years. 

Shipwreck  and  loss  of  life.  We  yesterday  copied  a 
report  of  the  loss  of  the  brig  Herald,  of  Boston,  for  Cal- 
cutta. It  turns  out  to  have  been  the  ship  Harold, 
Howes,  from  Calcutta. 

The  Boston  papers  of  yesterday  say  she  was  destroy- 
ed by  fire  at  sea,  Oct.  26,  lat.  4 30,  S.;  long-  26 '25,  W. 

Five  persons,  Mr.  Henry  Parkinan,  (grand  son  of 
the  late  Henry  Parkman,  esq.)  of  Boston;  one  of  the 

supercargoes;  Mr.  Henry  Erving,  of  Boston; Bell, 

of  New  Hampshire,  (son  of  gov.  Bell),  passengers;- 
Mr.  Samuel  P.  Nash,  first  officer,  of  Boston,  and  one 
seaman,  were  drowned. 

Captain  Howes,  Mr.  Wm.  Austin,  another  super- 
cargo, Mr.  Blunt,  2d  officer,  and  14  others,  with  the 
rest  of  the  crew,  after  being  seven  days  in  the  long 
boat,  landed  at  a place  about  20  miles  north  of  Per- 
nambuco, to  which  place  they  proceeded,  and  thence 
Mr.  Austin,  under  Nov.  5,  wrote  to  his  brother  in 
this  city,  via  Liverpool  and  New  York. 

The  Joss  of  property  by  the  Haiold  is  estimated  at 
$111,000,  which  is  fully  insured  in  Boston. 

The  cargo  consisted  of  saltpetre,  indigo,  hides,  &c. 

Steamboat  decision.  A decision,  which  may  be  im- 
portant to  tiie  owners  of  steamboats  and  the  travelling 
public  generally,  was  lately  made  by  the  court  at  Wal- 
do, Maine.  A man  on  a passage  from  Boston  to  Port- 
land refused  to  pay  his  fare,  and  was  detained  on  the 
uoat  for  nearly  an  hour  alter  her  arrival.  The  action 
was  brought  for  false  imprisonment.  The  jury  return- 
ed a virdict  of  one  dollar  damages  and  twenty-five  cents 
cost  against  the  captain  of  the  boat. 

Texas.  Letters  from  New  Orleans  bring  information 
that  col.  Bee  has  been  appointed  minister  to  the  United 
States  from  the  republic  of  Texas,  vice  general  Dun- 
lap. Col.  Bee,  it  will  be  recollected,  was  the  minister 
deputed  from  Texas  to  the  republic  of  Mexico,  but  was 
not  received  by  the  latter.  [Nat.  Int. 

Gen.  Washington’s  opinion  of  profane  swearing  has 
often  been  quoied,  but  cannot  be  too  often  repeated. 
It  is  recorded  in  the  orderly  book  of  the  army  under 
command  of  Washington,  dated  at  head  quarters,  in 
tlie  city  of  New  York,  August  3,  1776: 

“’The  general  is  sorry  to  be  informed  that  the  foolish 
and  wicked  practice  of  profane  cursing  and  swearing, 
a vice  heretofore  little  known  in  an  American  army,  is 
growing  into  fashion — he  hopes  the  officers  will,  by 
example  as  well  as  influence,  endeavor  to  check  it, 
and  that  both  they  and  the  men  will  reflect  that  we  can 
have  little  hope  of  the  blessing  of  heaven  on  our  arms, 
if  we  insult  it  by  impiety  and  folly;  added  to  this,  it 
is  a vice  so  mean  aud  low,  without  any  lemptation, 
that  every  man  of  sense  and  character  detests  and  de- 
spises it.” 
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FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 

ENGLAND. 

The  packet  ship  Patrick  Henry,  at  New  York, 
brings  Liverpool  papers  to  the  26th  December,  be- 
ing nine  days  later  than  our  last  advices.  From  the 
journals  before  us  we  make  up  the  following  sum- 
mary of  intelligence: 

The  British  Queen  arrived  and  landed  her  letters 
at  Gravesend  at  10  A.  M.  25th  December.  Letters 
and  passengers  by  her  were  at  Liverpool  the  morn- 
ing of  tire  26th.  Her  long  passage  was  caused  by 
strong  head  winds,  having  had  her  decks  swept  by 
a sea,  See.  She  was  to  sail  again  on  the  1st  of 
March.  The  packet  ship  Cambridge  had  notar- 
rived;  the  winds  having  been  easterly  several  weeks 
on  the  coast  of  England. 

The  cotton  market  had  sustained  itself  better, 
perhaps  than  was  expected,  having  declined  only 
about  id.  Sales  were  moderate.  The  money  market 
in  England  continued  in  an  unsettled  state — United 
States  bank  shares  were  quoted  £1S  5al0.  Par- 
liament was  to  meet  on  the  26th  January.  The 
queen’s  marriage,  it  was  stated  in  the  Times,  would 
take  place  on  the  4th  February.  Strenuous  efforts 
were  making  all  through  the  kingdom  to  repeal  the 
corn  laws.  From  Huddersfield, Leeds,  Rochdaleand 
Bradford,  the  accounts  of  the  state  of  trade  were 
discouraging  in  the  extreme.  In  Bradford,  one  of 
the  largest  failures  known  in  the  trade,  Messrs. 
Hinds  & Co.  spinners,  had  occurred,  and  had  cast 
a general  gloom  over  the  town. 

in  France,  the  chamber  of  deputies  has  been 
opened  by  a speech  from  the  king.  It  is  only  re- 
markable for  its  allusion  to  the  good  understanding 
existing  between  England  and  France  on  the  Turk- 
ish, Egyptian  and  on  the  Spanish  question.  The 
prosecutions  for  conspiracies  against  the  govern- 
ment continue,  and  one  of  the  conspirators,  the 
marquis  de  Crouy  Chanel,  has  made  his  escape. 
Some  importance  is  attached  to  the  presence,  at 
Rome,  of  the  duke  of  Bordeaux,  and  the  French 
legitimatists  are  said  to  be  hurring  there  in  crowds 
to  see  him,  which  of  course  is  viewed  with  an  evil 
eye  by  the  government  of  Louis  Phillippe.  A mis- 
understanding has  taken  place  at  a port  in  the 
Mauritius,  between  the  commanders  of  an  English 
and  French  ship  of  war,  of  which  the  Paris  papers 
would  make  a national  affair,  but  which,  no  doubt, 
will  be  quietly  settled  by  the  two  governments. 

From  the  possessions  of  France,  on  the  coast  of 
Africa,  the  accounts  are  still  calculated  to  give 
great  uneasiness  to  the  government.  The  French  ( 
seern  almost  entirely  confined  to  their  military  sta- 
tions. 

In  Spain,  no  military  movements  between  the 
contending  parties  has  taken  place,  but  the  posi- 
4iou  of  affairs  there  seems  growing  gradually  more 
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auspicious  to  the  restoration  of  tranquillity  through- 
out that  kingdom. 

The  London  money  market  presents  no  new  fea- 
ture. Severely  cramped  it  still  is,  but  that  we 
knew  it  was  before.  Certain  it  is,  however,  its  em- 
barrassments have  not  increased,  but  in  one  re- 
spect diminished.  There  had  been  no  export  of 
specie  or  bullion  to  the  continent  during  the  week 
preceding  our  advices.  This,  it  is  true,  is  partly 
to  be  attributed  to  the  wise  policy  of  the  Bank  of 
England  in  furnishing  bills  through  the  Messrs. 
Barings,  and  that  they  were  able  to  do  this,  is  at 
least  so  far  a favorable  symptom.  Whether  they 
will  be  able  to  continue  to  keep  down  in  this  way, 
the  rates  of  exchange,  when  the  Baltic  ports  open 
with  their  avowed  short  crop  of  grain,  appears  to 
us  very  doubtful.  Indeed  as  the  season  advances, 
and  the  deficiency  in  their  crop  becomes  more  se- 
verely felt,  it  is  not  unlikely  that  the  supplies  they 
will  require  from  this  country  will,  in  addition  to 
our  full  crop  of  cotton,  being  then  at  market,  create 
u heavy  demand  on  them  for  specie  to  ship  to  the 
U.  Stales.  The  grain  averages  remain  the  same. 

The  King  William  steamer  was  totally  lost  in 
August  last,  at  the  entrance  of  New  Castle  harbor, 
New  South  Wales.  She  was  built  in  England  in 
1S26,  and  w7as  about  400  tons  burthen.  No  lives  lost. 

I Jailed  Slates  bank.  The  following  circular, 
which,  is  without  date,  was  issued  by  Messrs. 
Baring  & Co.  relative  to  the  affairs  of  tne  United 
States  bank,  and  will  be  read  with  interest: 

“The  late  loan  made  by  the  United  States  bank 
for  about  two  years,  and  tor  £800,000  on  deposite 
ot  Pennsylvania  and  other  states’  stock,  at  a price 
which  gives  10  per  cent,  annual  interest  to  the 
subscribers,  shows  what  rate  of  interest  must  be 
paid  to  obtain  any  amount  of  money  on  the  best 
American  securities,  and  serves  therefore,  as  a 
guide  to  the  capitalists  here  for  their  purchase  of 
state  stocks.  We  quote  the  last  prices  of  the  prin- 
cipal securities  at  which  business  has  been  done, 
but  must  add  that,  even  at  these  rates,  only  small 
and  occasional  sales  are  practicable. 

“The  continued  fall  in  their  value  destroys  spe- 
culation, whilst  many  years  will  be  required  for 
real  investments  to  absorb  all  that  is  at  present  in 
ourmarket.  Wedo  not  doubt  but  that  such  gradual 
purchases  will  continue  of  the  stocks  of  well- 
known  states  which  do  not  over-issue,  and  which 
faithful ly  meet  their  engagements  to  their  creditors, 
as  the  confidence  in  the  resources  and  national 
honor  of  the  United  States  remains  undiminished 
in  this  country,  as  well  as  the  conviction  that  by 
such  investments  England  employs  her  annual  sur- 
plus of  capital  both  safely  and  profitably,  encou- 
rages her  best  customer,  and  binds  more  closely  the 
ties  of  mutual  interest  between  the  two  countries. 

“But  if  the  old  scheme  of  internal  improvements 
in  the  union  is  to  be  carried  into  effect  on  the  vast 
scale  and  with  rapidity  lately  projected,  and  by  the 
means  of  foreign  capital,  a more  comprehensive 
guarantee  than  that  of  individual  states  will  be  re- 
quired to  raise  so  large  an  amount  in  a short  time. 

A national  pledge  would  undoubtedly  collect 
capital  together  from  all  parts  of  Europe,  but  the 
forced  sales  of  loans  made  separately  by  all  the  in- 
dividual states,  in  reckless  competition,  through  a 
number  of  channels,  render  the  terms  more  and 
more  onerous  for  all,  lower  the  reputation  of  Ame- 
rican credit,  and  (as  reliance  is  almost  exclusively 
placed  upon  the  London  market),  produce  temporary 
mischief  here,  by  absorbing  the  floating  capital, 
diverting  money  from  regular  business,  deranging 
banking  operations,  and  producing  an  unnatural 
balance  of  trade  against  this  country7. 

“It  would  seem,  therefore,  as  if  most  of  the  states 
must  either  pause  in  the  execution  of  their  works 
ot  improvement,  or  some  general  system  of  com- 
bination must  be  adopted. 

“All  corporation  stocks  are  neglected,  nor  do  we 
hear  of  any  transaction  in  bank  shares,  excepting 
those  of  the  United  Slates  bank. 

“We  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servants, 

(Signed)  BARING,  BROTHERS  & CO.” 

The  French  newspapers  are  filled  with  accounts 
of  the  distress  prevailing  in  every  part  of  France. 
Not  only  in  the  manufacturing  towns  but  in  the 
agricultural  districts  great  numbers  of  people  are 
reduced  to  a state  of  actual  starvation.  Bands  of 
wretched  people  traverse  the  villages,  some  beg- 
ging, but  tne  greater  portion  breaking  open  houses 


and  steaiing  whatever  they  find.  It  is  estimated 
that  no  less  than  eighty  thousand  persons  in  Paris 
daily  have  recourse  to  the, public  bounty7. 

About  60  mills  in  English  manufacturing  towns 
have  slopped. 

There  were  exported  from  London  to  China, 
during  the  week  ending  December  19,  295,803 
ounces  of  specie,  and  38,000  ounces  to  Calcutta. 
American  flour  in  bond  is  31  shillings. 

Lord  Durham  is  spoken  of  to  succeed  lord  Pon- 
sonby  to  Turkey. 

Mr.  Cunard’s  line  of  steamers  commence  run- 
ning on  May  1st.  The  new  steam  ship  United 
States  will  soon  take  her  place  in  the  Transatlantic 
line,  and  leave  Liverpool  April  20. 

Glasgow.  Heavy  failures  continue  to  occur  at 
Glasgow — within  the  last  few  weeks  failures  to  the 
extent  of  between  200,000  and  300,000  pounds  in 
that  city  alone. 

From  the  Banker's  Circular. 

We  have  good  ground  for  stating  that  the  bullion 
in  the  bank  at  this  instant  considerably  exceeds 
£3,500,000.  The  amount  of  silver  exported  since 
the  4th  of  December,  to  Hamburg  chiefly — reach- 
ing above  £200,000  in  value — is  for  the  regulation 
of  the  exchange,  and  the  highest  authorities  in  the 
city  on  this  matter,  express  great  confidence  that 
the  exchanges  will  be  set  to  right  without  renewed 
difficulty  and  alarm. 

The  Liverpool  steam  ship  was  to  leave  Liverpool 
on  the  20th  of  January. 

The  Great  Western  was  advertised  to  leave 
Bristol  on  the  20th  of  February. 

The  Gazette  de  France  announces  that  the  pope 
had  issued  letters  ad  futuram  ad  memoriam,  pro- 
hibiting the  slave  trade.  The  apostolical  letters 
are  dated  December  3. 

London  money  market,  Dec.  25. 
American  stocks:  Alabama,  (sterling)  5;  Loui- 
siana, (sterling)  5 89;  Mexican,  6 57  7-8;  do. 
(deferred)  6;  Michigan,  6;  Mississippi,  (ster- 
ling) 5;  Neapolitan,  5;'New  York,  (payable  1855), 

5 85;  Ohio,  6 90;  Pennsylvania,  5 77  1=2;  South 
Carolina,  5 82  1-2. 

Markets. — Liverpool,  2-llh.  December,  1839.  Our 
last  circular  was  under  date  of  the  14th  instant. 
For  some  days  subsequent,  the  quantity  of  cotton 
pressing  on  the  market  continued  to  exceed  the  de- 
mand, particularly  of  the  better  qualities,  and  these 
further  declined  l-Sal-4d.  per  lb.  while  the  depres- 
sion on  all  under  fair,  was  slight  and  has  since  been 
recovered;  the  demand  having  been  more  general 
for  four  or  five  days  past,  and  less  anxiety  evinced 
by  holders  to  realize. 

The  market  has  consequently  assumed  rather 
more  firmness  and  steadiness;  for,  though  the  con- 
sumers still  appear  pretty  generally  to  confine  their 
operations  to  the  supply  of  present  wants,  there 
has  been  some  little  speculative  demand  and  some 
purchases  for  export,  which  have  produced  a fair 
extent  of  business;  but  the  fair  and  good  qualities 
are  still  dull  and  difficult  to  sell,  and  the  market 
altogether,  though  more  steady,  is  by  no  means  brisk. 

The  sales  for  the  week  ending  the  20th  instant 
amounted  to  24,000  bales,  of  which  7,340  were  Up- 
land at  5 3-4a7  1-4;  8,440  Orleans  at  5 3-4a8  3-4; 
4,800  Alabama  and  Mobile  at  Sa7  1-2,  and  50  Sea 
Island  at  20a30d.  per  lb.  About  1,800  bales  were 
taken  on  speculation,  and  20,000  by  export  buyers. 
On  Saturday,  the  21st  instant,  the  business  was 
estimated  at  3,500  bales;  yesterday  about  4,000,  and 
to-day  about  3,000  bales  have  been  sold.  The  im- 
port continues  very  light.  Fair  qualities  may  be 
quoted  at  6 5-8a7d.  per  lb. 

Flour  in  bond  is  in  regular  fairdemand  at  30a31s 
The  most  recent  sales  have  consisted  chiefly  ol'the 
best  parcels — western  canal,  &c. — at  the  latter 
price.  A parcel  of  American  wheat,  of  good  quali- 
ty, was  ill  the  market  to-day,  and  held  at  8s.  4d.  per 
70  lbs.  in  bond;  it  would  no  doubt  sell  freely  at  8s. 
The  duty  on  wheat  remains  at  18s.  8d.  per  qr.  and 
on  flour  11s.  23-4d.  per  bbl. 

From  the  quality  and  condition  of  the  new  wheat 
appearing  in  the  different  markets,  an  opinion  is 
gaining  ground  that  the  late  crops  were  more  ex- 
tensivedy  damaged  than  was  generally  supposed 
some  time  back. 

Turpentine  continues  dull.  About  1,700  barrels 
sold  to-day  by  auction  at  11s.  lOd.  for  middling  to 
12s.  3d.  per  cwt.  for  pi ime  quality.  The  tobacco 
market  i3  flat. 
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CHINA. 

The  shin  Robert  Fulton,  at,  N York  from  China, 
sailed  from  Hour;  Kong  on  tile  25ih  September. 

In  tile  early  part  of  September  a boat  with  a 
number  of  British  seamen  disappeared,  and  the 
Chinese  were  suspected  of  having  captured  them. 
On  the  llth,  captain  Smith  of  the  British  ship  of 
war  Yolage,  with  the  advice  of  captain  Elliott,  de- 
clared a blockade  of  the  port  of  Canton,  which  was 
to  be  enforced  alter  six  days.  But  meanwhile  the 
missing  ciew  was  found;  the  American  merchants 
and  shipmasters  protested,  and  on  the  16th  the  no- 
tice was  revoked. 

Captain  MacMichaels,  of  the  Robert  Fulton,  re- 
ports that  the  British,  w'itli  their  families,  had  been 
obliged,  by  ttie  Chinese  to  leave  Macao,  and  were 
on  board  the  English  ships  at  Hong  Kong,  35  miles 
eastward  of  Macao.  Captain  Elliott,  cliiet  super- 
intendent of  the  English  trade,  had  hoisted  his  flag 
on  hoard  the  English  country  ship  Fort  William. — 
The  British  trade  with  China  was  totally  suspended, 
and  no  prospect  of  an  adjustment  of  tiie  difficulties, 
without  aid  from  England.  The  opium  trade,  how- 
ever, was  carried  on  very  briskly,  and  at  high 
prices,  on  the  eastern  coast  of  China,  under  the 
British  flag.  This  alone  would  prevent  the  possi- 
bility of  a renewal  of  the  English  trade  with  Can- 
ton, and  may  eventually  lead  to  a suspension  of  all 
foreign  trade. 

There  was  much  irritation  between  the  English 
and  Chinese,  the  former  having  tired  into  several 
junks,  and  having  made  an  attack,  under  tile  com- 
mand of  captain  Elliott,  on  the  forts  and  junks  at 
Kovv  Lonre,  a few  miles  to  the  eastward  of  Hong 
Kong;  it  was  reported  several  Chinese  had  been 
killed,  amongst  which  was  a Mandarin  of  rank. — 
Captain  Elliott  narrowly  escaped,  having  a hall 
through  his  iiat.  The  Chinese  claimed  the  victory. 
A very  severe  edict  had  been  issued  by  the  high 
commissioner,  in  consequence  of  the  above  attack, 
and  the  notice  of  the  intended  blockade. 

The  American  trade  continued  without  molesta- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  Chinese.  Several  vessels 
under  the  American,  Spanish  and  Danish  flags,  were 
employed  in  bringing  India  cotton  and  British  ma- 
nufactures to  Canton  from  Hong  Kong,  at  high 
rates  of  freight.  The  British  ship  Mermaid  had 
been  purchased  at  Hong  Kong,  and  was  employed 
in  the  freighting  business,  tinder  the  American  flag, 
between  there  and  Canton. 

An  additional  export  duty  on  teas  and  silks  was 
about  being  laid  by  the  Chinese,  to  meet  the  extra- 
ordinary expenses  occasioned  by  the  unsettled  state 
of  affairs  between  them  and  the  English;  new 
forts  have  been  built  at  the  entrance  of  the  river, 
and  rafts  and  chains  thrown  across  it.  An  arrival 
at  St.  Helena  from  Singapore,  reports  that  several 
vessels,  fally  armed,  were  about  sailing  for  the 
east  coast  of  China,  with  a determination  of  carry- 
ing on  the  opium  trade. 

Under  a decree  issued  by  the  Chinese  authorities, 
American  ships  were  allowed  to  proceed  at  once  to 
t’ne  Bogue,  in  compliance  with  a petition  from  some 
of  the  American  merchants. 

BERMUDA. 

The  Norfolk  Beacon,  of  Monday,  has  received 
the  Bermuda  Royal  Gazette,  of  the  14th  of  January. 
There  is  nothing  new  in  the  island. 

The  Danish  schooner  Tom,  Smith,  master,  (rom 
St.  Croix,  27  days,  bound  to  the  Delaware,  put  info 
Hamilton  in  distress  on  the  6th  ult.  having  lost 
both  masts  in  a severe  gale.  Captain  Smith  died 
on  the  same  day  of  an  illness  contracted  during 
the  storm.  His  parents  reside  in  Baltimore. 

The  British  man  of  war  Winchester,  with  the 
fla*  of  vice-admiral  sir  Thomas  Harvey,  sailed 
from  Bermuda  on  the  14th  bound  to  Jamaica. 

H.  M.  S.  Inconstant,  captain  Pring,  arrived  at 
Jamaica  on  the  18th  ult.  from  Vera  Cruz,  with 
$150,000  oil  board,  for  the  government  and  colo- 
nial bank,  and  sailed  on  the  21st  fur  Barbadoes  and 
England. 

MEXICO. 

The  Havana  Noticioso  of  the  15th  ult.  contains 
ail  an icle  from  the  Mexican  Government  Journal, 
which  contradicts  most  unqualifiedly  the  truth  of  the 
accounts  formerly  received  of  the  capture  of  Mata- 
moras  by  the  federalists.— The  Mexican  editor  de- 
clares that  Matamoras  is  not  only  not  captured, 
which  he  acknowledges  it  gives  him  great  satisfac- 
tion to  sav,  hut  that  the  federal  army  of  400  men 
and  10  pieces  of  cannon,  exist  no  where  except  in 
the  heated  imagination  of  some  fanatical  writer. 
He  denies  that  the  town  of  Mejia  has  been  captur- 
ed by  the  federal  forces,  or  that  there  is  any  place 
of  that  name  which  is  even  a considerable  village. 
He  says  Matamoras,  although  not  fortified,  is  some- 
tiling  of  a place;  and  that  'he  federalists,  should  they 
. attempt  its  capture,  will  find  they  are  dealing  with 
more  than  a wind-mill.  The  Mexican  article  is  of 
tiie  date  of  18th  December 


TEXAS. 

The  advices  from  Galveston,  received  at  New 
Orleans,  are  to  the  14th  inst. 

Advices  from  Austin  to  the  1st,  state  that  colonel 
Burleson  had  defeated  the  Indians  at  Pecau  Bayou, 
with  a loss  of  six  killed  and  twenty-five  prisoners. 
Captain  Lynch  fell  in  the  combat.  It  was  ascertain- 
ed also  that  colonel  Ross  had  been  killed  in  a street 
fight  in  Gonzales.  The  Mexicans  have  begun  lo 
trade  freely  with  the  Austinians.  Their  last  cara- 
van consisted  of  one  hundred  and  seventy  mules, 
and  some  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  specie. 

Congress  was  to  adjourn  on  the  17th,  alter  pass- 
ing a law  to  sectionize  the  Cherokee  lands.  In  the 
Burleson  fight,  Egg,  a noted  chief  fell.  The  wife 
of  Bowles  was  among  the  captured. 

Some  time  since,  a British  vessel  (the  Agnes) 
arrived  at  Galveston  with  emigrants.  It  appears 
that  John  Woodward,  the  Texan  consul  at  New 
York,  had  sold  to  a Mr.  Iken,  an  English  capitalist, 
large  quantities  ol  Texan  lands,  to  which  he  had 
not  the  shadow  of  a title,  and  that  these  emigrants 
who  had  come  out,  had  purchased  their  lands  of 
Iken.  Their  disappointment  may  be  easily  ima- 
gined. A large  meeting  was  held  in  Galveston, 
some  days  ago,  at  which  general  Hunt  presided,  to 
express  their  opinion  of  Woodward’s  conduct. 
They  recommended  his  immediate  discharge.  It 
is  said  that  congress  will  grant  these  emigrants  do- 
nations of  land  in  addition  to  their  head  rights. 

The  Sabine  has  ovei  flowed  its  banks,  so  as  to  pre- 
vent the  tracing  of  the  boundary  line.  Large  quan- 
tities of  cotton  are  on  its  banks  waiting  to  get  out. 

Mr.  Yates,  the  bearer  of  the  French  treaty,  has 
arrived  at  Austin. 

Austin. — A letter  from  Austin,  (Texas),  dated 
December  3 1,  says:  “The  accommodations  at  the 
hotels  here  are  much  belter  than  was  expected. 
Board  can  be  had  at  the  very  best  hotels  in  the 
place  at  $2  per  day.  par  money;  at  private  houses, 
from  75  cents  to  $1  per  day  is  charged.  Lots  con- 
tinue to  rise  in  value.  Lands  in  tiie  vicinity  of 
Austin  are  much  in  demand.  Good  land  within 
five  miles  of  the  city  can  yet  be  obtained  at  $5  pet- 
acre.  Strangers,  and  many  of  them  of  a valuable 
class,  are  constantly  arriving;  and  many  of  them 
are  becoming  interested  in  Austin  and  in  ihe  lands 
in  its  neighborhood.’' 

THE  LEXINGTON. 

The  widow's  mite.  The  following  affecting  inci- 
dent, connected  with  the  burning  of  the  steamboat 
Lexington,  is  related  in  the  New  York  Commercial 
Adveitiser: 

The  reader  may  have  noticed  several  advertise- 
ments, ofFering  rewards  for  the  bodies  of  unfortu- 
nate individuals  who  perished  in  that  sad  calamity 
— the  amount  offered  generally  indicating  that  the 
surviving  relatives  are  in  affluent  or  at  least  com- 
fortable circumstances.  But  in  one  instance  the 
sum  mentioned  is  only  five  dollars — the  pittance  of 
a poor  widow,  who  in  the  sudden  and  terrible  loss 
of  her  husband  has  iost  also  the  means  of  subsis- 
tence, anti  amid  the  grief  and  desolation  of  her  be- 
reavement, has  also  to  encounter  the  woes  of  pover- 
ty— perhaps  of  immediate  and  severe  distress. 

We  contrasted  her  situation  with  that  of  others 
who  had  suffered  like  hpr,  in  this  calamity.  They 
can  nourish  their  grief  in  the  welcome  solitude  of 
their  own  homes,  committing  all  that  1 hey  wish 
done  to  the  charge  of  sympathising  friends,  or  of 
agents  whose  services  they  can  remunerate,  and 
therefore  may  command;  she  must  lake  tip  the  bur- 
den of  her  sorrow,  and  while  if  is  weighing  upon 
tier  heart,  go  forth  into  Ihe  bustle  of  the  world,  to 
gather  up  as  best  she  may  the  wliere-withal  to  sus- 
tain her  own  life  and  that  of  her  little  one.  And 
ttie  first  errand  of  her  widowhood  was  this  one  ot 
love  and  sorrow — to  abstract  from  her  little  store, 
or  perhaps  to  obtain  from  Ihe  kindness  of  friends 
willing  indeed  hut  no  better  able  than  herself  to 
spare  it,  the  trifling  sum  with  which  she  hopes  to 
buy  (he  melancholy  satisfaction  of  one  more  look 
upon  the  body  of  her  husband,  and  of  committing 
it  decently  to  consecrated  earth.  There  was  some 
thing  in  this  effort  of  humble  affection  that  touched 
our  feelings  even  more  than  all  the  harrowing  inci- 
dents of  the  burning  itself.  We  thought  of  the 
widow’s  mite  in  scripture. 

P.  S. — Will  not  some  benevolent  individuals  add 
to  the  reward  offered  by  the  widow?  We  are  pre- 
pared to  increase  the  amount  semewliat,  but  we 
should  like  to  give  it  such  an  addition  as  would  in- 
duce special  efforts  for  tile  recovery  of  the  body. 

The  New  York  Commercial  acknowledges  the 
receipt  of  seventy-seven  dollars  for  the  “poor  wi- 
dow” who  offered  five  dollars,  all  she  had  in  the 
world — for  the  recovery  of  the  body  of  her  dead 
husband,  lost  in  the  Lexington. 

The  New  York  Courier  and  Enquirer,  in  nar- 
rating some  of  the  particulars  -of.  the  loss  of  the 


Lexington,  and  the  finding  of  Ihe  (our  bodies  men- 
tioned m this  paper  of  Saturday,  sav  s-: 

“Captain  Biown,  of  Smithtow n,  who  .appears  to 
be  an  honest,  plain  spoken  man,  relates  a circum- 
stance in  connection  with  1 he  discovery  of  these 
bodies,  which  we  should  not  relate,  if  he  did  not 
tell  it  with  an  apparent  conviction  of  its  truth.  He 
says  that  on  Monday  night  he  dreamed  that  a boat 
had  come  on  shore  in  Smitblown  bay,  that  he  in 
consequence  rose  before  day  light  and  went  to  the 
spot,  where,  about  half  an  hour  alter  sunrise,  lie 
discovered  the  boat,  and  immediately  called  upon 
his  neighbors  and  the  coroner.  Darling  D.  Whitney, 
esq.  to  accompany  him  to  secure  the  bodies.  This 
was  done  with  great  care,  and  in  a way  to  prevent 
even  the  suspic  on  that  any  one  ol  the  valuable 
property  about  Ihe  bodies,  had  been  disturbed.” 

It  is  stated  that  the  body  ol  Mr.  Finn,  tie  come- 
dian, one  of  the  passengers  in  the  Lexington,  lias 
been  recovered.  It  was  found  floating,  with  a life 
preserver  attached  toit.  Abo  that  two  more  names, 
Benjamin  D Holmes  and  William  Dexter,  both  of 
Boston,  are  to  he  added  to  the  list  ol  victims. 

Several  suits  have  been  commenced  against  the 
company  by  persons  in  this  citv,  wl  o had  goods  on 
board  of  the  Lexinglon.  f Providence  Journal. 

We  copy  from  the  New  Yoik  Comipr  and  En- 
quirer the  subjoined  testimony  of  captain  Hilliard, 
the  only  passenger  sav  ed  from  the  Lexington.  The 
account  is  somewhat  in  detail,  but  as  it  is  ihe  most 
explanatory  of  the  proceedings  during  the  fire  of 
any  that  we  have  seen,  we  copy  the  whole  as  it  was 
given  before  t lie  coroner: 

Captain  Chester  Hilard  sworn.  I went  on  board 
the  Lexington  at  3 o’clock,  P.  M.  1 don’t  knew  the 
number  of  passengers  she  had  on  boaui.  I esti- 
mated troui  the  number  at  the  table  that  there  were 
150  passengers;  hut  I have  since  bpen  induced  to 
believe  that  the  estimate  was  too  large.  1 | aid  rio 
particular  attention  to  the  lading  of  the  freight  on 
board;  I think  the  greatest  propoition  of  the  height 
consisted  of  cotton;  it  w’as  stowed  under  the  pro- 
menade deck.  There  might  have  been  boxes  of 
goods  on  board,  but  I did  not  notice. 

Between  the  wheelhouse  and  engine,  there  was 
sufficient  space  for  a person  to  pass;  whetl  er  more 
than  sufficient  for  one  person  or  not.  1 cannot  say. 
There  wasa  tier  of  cotton  bales  stowed  in  the  pas- 
sage; I think  on  the  side  next  to  the  wheelhouse; 

I went  into  (he  forecastle;  I think  there  were  over 
the  forecastle  three  or  four  baggage  cars,  the  life 
boat  was  on  the  starboard  side  of  the  promenade 
deck,  forward  of  the  wheelhouse;  I took  no  notice 
of  the  boat,  until  I saw  peisoris  endeavoring  to  clear 
her  away;  she  was  covert  d with  canvass;  I also 
saw  Ihe  two  quarter  boats  lowered  away,  alter  the 
fire  broke  out,  but  did  not  neliee  them  before. 

We  took  supper  about  six  o’clock;  there  were 
two  tables  set,  I should  think  more  than  one-half 
the  length  of  the  cabin.  These  tables  vverp  filled, 
and  some  of  the  passengers  were  compelled  to  wait 
for  the  second  table;  Ihe  boat  ran,  peiheps,  12  to  14 
knots  per  hour;  1 think  that  we  must  have  taken 
supper  somewhat  before  6 o’clock;  I think  that  the 
supper  occupied  from  half  to  three  quarters  of  an 
hour;  I don’t  know’  capt.  Child,  and  cannot  say 
whether  lie  was  at  the  table  or  not. 

It  was  about  an  hour  alter  supper  that  I heard  the 
alarm  of  fire.  1 was  then  on  the  point  of  turning 
in;  I had  my  coat  and  boots  off;  I think  my  berth 
was  No.  45  or  49.  the  third  length  aft  Irnm  the 
companion  way  and  very  near  it,  on  the  staiboaid 
side;  I did  not,  at  the  timp,  apprehend  any  thing 
serious;  I slipped  on  my  coat  arid  boots  and  went 
on  deck;  I put  on  my  hat  and  took  my  overcoat  on 
iny  arm:  When  I got  on  deck  I discovered  Ihe 
casing  of  the  smoke  pipe  on  fire,  ai  d I think  a part 
of  the  promenade  deck  was  also  on  lire;  there  was 
a great  rush  of  the  passengers,  ami  much  confusion, 
so  that  I could  not  nolice  particularly;  the  alter 
part  of  the  casing  was  burning  and  the  fire  was 
making  aft;  1 thought  at  the  time  that  the  fire  might' 
be  subdued;  I saw  the  fire  below  the  promenade 
deck;  I did  not  notice  whether  ihere  was  any  fire 
below  the  main  deck;  I was  aft  at  the  time,  and 
i could  not,  therefore,  see  distinctly;  I was  never  be- 
fore on  board  of  ihe  Lexington,  and  know'  nothing 
of  the  construction  of  the  smoke  pipe. 

I saw  nothing  of  the  commander,  but  from  what 
I could  hear  of  the  crew  forward,  I supposed  they 
were  at  work  trying  to  rig  Ihe  fire  engine;  I saw 
no  buckets  used,  and  think  lliey  vveie  not  made  use 
of;  I saw  fire  buckets  on  hoard,  but  can’t  sav  how 
many;  I think  the  fire  engine  was  notgrt  to  work,  as 
I saw  nothing  ol  it.  I shortly  after  went  upon  the 
promenade  deck,  previously  mv  attention  had  been 
directed  to  (he  passpngers,  who  were  inrhing  into 
the  quarter  boats,  and  when  I went  on  to  the  quar- 
ter deck  the  boats  were  both  filled.  They  seemed 
•to  be  stupidly  determined  to  destroy  Uieniselves,  as 
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well  as  the  boats,  which  won*  (heir  only  means  of 
safety.  I went  to  the  starboard  boar,  which  they 
were  lowering  away,  they  lowered  it  until  she  took 
the  water,  and  then  l think  I saw  some  one  .cut  the 
forward  tackle  fall;  it  was  at  all  events  disengaged, 
and  no  one  could  at  the  time  have  unhooked  the 
fall;  tile  boat  was  instantly  titled  with  water,  there 
being  at  ttie  time  some  twenty  persons  in  her; 
the  boat  passed  immediately  astern,  entirely  clear. 
I then  went  to  the  other  side;  the  other  boat  was 
cleared  away  and  lowered  in  the  same  manner  as 
the  other,  full  of  passengers.  This  boat  fell  astern 
entirely  disengaged,  as  the  other  had  done;  she  fell 
away  before  she  had  entirely  filled  with  water. 

By  tnis  time  the  fire  had  got  to  going  so  that  1 
pret'y  much  made  my  mind  up  “it  w :s  a case."  I 
thought  the  best  thing  that  could  be  done  was  to 
run  tne  boat  ashore,  and  for  this  purpose  went  to 
tne  wheelhouse  to  look  for  captain  Child,  expecting 
to  find  him  there.  I found  captain  Child  there.  I 
adv  sed  him  to  run  for  the  shore.  The  captain  re- 
plied that  she  was  already  headed  for  the  land.  The 
fire  by  this  time  began  to  come  :;p  around  the  pro- 
mena  !e  deck,  and  the  wheelhouse  was  completely 
filled  with  smoke.  There  were  two  or  three  per- 
sons on  the  promenade  deck  near  the  wheelhouse, 
and  their  attention  was  tinned  to  the  life  boat.  I 
was  at  this  time  apprehensive  that  the  promenade 
deck  would  tall  through.  The  life  boat  was  clear- 
ed away.  1 assisted  in  stripping  off  the  tarpaulin, 
but  l tiad  no  notion  of  going  in  her,  as  I made  my 
mind  up  that  if  they  got  her  down  on  to  the  main 
deck  they  would  serve  her  as  they  had  done  the 
others.  Tne  steamer  was  then  under  headway. 
T.iey  cleared  her  away,  l think  launched  her  over  the 
side.  B Tore  1 left  the  piomenade  deck  I thought  it 
was  time  for  me  to  leave;  however,  as  the  fire  was 
bursting  up  through  rhe  deck,  I then  went  aft  and 
down  on  to  the  main  deck.  They  were  then  at 
work  with  the  hose — but  whether  by  the  aid  ot  the 
engine  or  not  I cannot  say.  I did  not  know  at  the 
time  that  there  was  a force  pmnp  on  board. 

The  smoke  was  so  dense  that  I could  not  see 
distinctly  what  they  were  about.  1 think  that  the 
communication  with  the  fore  part  of  the  boat  was 
by  that  time  cut  oil'.  Up  to  this  tune,  from  the  first 
hearing  of  l he  alarm,  perhaps  twenty  minutes  had 
elapsed.  The  engine  had  now  been  stopped  about 
five  minutes.  I then  recommended  to  the  few  deck 
h inds  and  pissengers  who  rem  lined  to  throw  the 
cotton  overboard.  This  was  done,  myself  lending 
iny  aid.  I told  the  passengers  that  they  must  do 
something  for  themselves./  and  the  best  filing  they 
could  do  was  to  lake  to  the  cotton  There  were 
perhaps  ten  or  a dozen  bales  thrown  overboard, 
which  were  pretty  much  all  there  were  on  the  lar- 
boaid  side  which  had  not  taken  fire.  I then  cut  off 
a piece  of  line,  perhaps  lour  or  five  fathoms,  and 
with  it  spanned  a bale  of  cotton,  which  I believe 
was  the  last  one  not  on  fire,  ft  was  a very  snug 
squaie  bale.  It  was  about  four  feet  long  by  three 
feet  wide,  and  a loot  and  a half  thick.  Aided  by 
one  of  the  firemen,  I put  the  bale  upon  Ihe  rail, 
round  which  we  took  a turn,  slipped  the  bale  down 
below  the  guard,  when  we  both  got  on  to  it.  We 
got  on  the  hale  before  we  lowered  it.  The  boat 
then  lay  broadside  to  the  wind,  and  we  were  un- 
der the  lee  of  the  boat  on  the  larboard  side.  We 
placed  ourselves  on--  on  each  end  of  the  bale,  facing 
each  other.  With  our  weight  on  the  bale  it  re- 
mained about  one-third  out  of  the  water. 

Tne  win  I was  pretty  lies  i,  and  we  drifted  at  the 
rate  of  about  a knot  and  a half.  We  did  not  ladi 
ourselves  to  the  bale,  but  coiled  the  rope  up  and 
1 iid  it  o.i  the  top  of  the  bale.  My  companion  did 
not  like  the  idea  of  leaving  the  boat  immediately, 
but  wished  tn  hold  on  to  the  guards.  I determined 
to  g-t  out  of  tlie  way,  believing  that  to  remain 
there  much  longer  it  would  be  pretty  hot  quarters. 
We  accordingly  shoved  the  bile  along  round  the 
stern.  The  moment  we  had  reached  the  stern,  we 
left  the  boat  and  drifted  away  about  a knot  and  a 
half.  This  was  just  8 o’clock  by  my  watch  which 
I took  out  and  looked  at. 

As  we  left  the  wreck  F picked  up  a piece  of 
boaril,  which  I used  as  a paddle  or  rudder,  with 
which  to  keep  the  bale  “end  to  the  sea.” 

At  the  time  we  left  the  boat,  there  were  but  few 
persons  remaining  onboard,  f saw  one  lady.  The 
ladies’  cabin  was  then  all  on  fire.  The  reason  why 
I noticed  the  lady  was,  that  her  chi'd  had  got  over- 
board and  was  then  about  two  rods  from  her.  We 
passed  by  the  child  so  near,  'hat  I could  put  iny 
hand  on  to  it  as  it  lay  on  its  back.  The  lady  saw 
us  approaching  the  child,  and  cried  out  for  us  to 
save  it.  We  then  drifted  a.vay  from  the  boat,  and 
in  ten  minutes  more  we  could  see  no  persons  on 
board  except  those  on  Ihe  forecastle.  I should 
think  the  child  was  a female  from  it;  dress.  F 
think  it  had  on  a bonnet.  The  chi.d  was  dead 
when  we  passed  it. 


I don’t  recollect  how  the  ladv  was  dressed,  or 
what  she  said.  1 did  not  see  any  other  child  wi  ii 
the  lady.  I could  not  notice  particulars,  as  it  was 
at  the  time  pretty  rough;  I had  as  much  as  I could 
do  to  manage  my  bale  of  cotton;  we  were  sitting 
astride  of  the  bale,  with  our  feet  in  the  water,  I 
was  wet  up  to  my  middle  from  the  water  which  at 
times  washed  over  the  bale,  we  were  in  sight  ol  the 
boat  all  the  time  till  she  went  down,  when  we  were 
about  a mile  distant;  when  we  left  the  wreck,  it 
was  cloudv,  but  about  9 o’clock,  it  cleared  oil.  and 
we  had  a fine  night  of  it  until  the  moon  went  down; 
I looked  at  my  wa'ch  as  olien  as  every  half  hour 
through  the  night;  the  boat  went  down  at  3 o’clock; 
it  was  so  cold  as  to  make  it  necessary  for  me  to 
exert  myself  to  keep  warm,  which  I did  by  whip- 
ping my  hands  anu  arms  around  my  body;  about  4 
o’clock,  the  bale  cap-ized  with  us;  a heavy  sea 
came  and  carried  the  bale  over  endwise;  my  com- 
panion was  at  this  time  with  me;  we  managed  to 
get  on  to  the  bale  on  its  opposite  side;  we  at  this 
time  lost  our  pie.  e of  board,  and  afterwards  the 
bale  was  ungovernable,  and  went  a»  it  liked;  my  com- 
panion had  complained  a good  deal  of  the  cold  from 
our  first  setting  out;  he  did’nl  seem  to  have  that 
spirit  about  him  that  he  ought  to  have  hart;  lie  was 
continually  Irelting  himself  about  things  which  he 
had  no  business  to  do.  He  said  bis  name  was  Cox, 
arid  that  his  wife  lived  in  this  city,  at  71  Cherry 
street.  He  appeared  to  have  given  up  all  hopes  of 
onr  being  saved.  On  our  fins  starting  from  the 
boat  F gave  him  my  vest,  as  lie  had  on  his  chest  only  a 
flannel  shirt.  He  had  on  pantaloons,  bools  and 
cap  He  said  be  was  a fireman  on  board  the  boat. 

Cox  remained  on  the  bale  after  it  upset  about  2 
or  2 1 2 hours  until  it  was  about  <1  ay  light.  For 
the  last  half  hour  that  lie  remained,  he  had  been 
speechless  and  seemed  to  have  lost  all  use  of  1 1 is 
hands,  as  he  did  not  try  to  hold  on.  I rubbed  him 
and  beat  his  flesh,  and  used  otherwise  every  effort 
I could  to  keep  his  blood  in  circulation.  Ft  was 
still  very  rough,  and  I was  obliged  to  exeit  myseif 
to  hold  on.  The  hale  coming  broadside  to  ttie  sea, 
it  gave  a lurch  and  Cox  slipped  off  and  I saw  him 
no  more.  He  went  down  without  a struggle.  1 
then  got  more  into  the  middle  ol  the  hale,  to  make 
it  lide  as  it  should  and  i n that  way  continued  until 
at  least  for  about  an  hour.  I gel  my  b et  ori  the 
bale  and  so  remained  until  the  sloop  picked  trie  up. 
The  sea  had  by  this  time  become  quite  smooth. — 
On  seeing  the  sloop  F waved  iny  hat,  to  attract  the 
attention  of  those,  on  board.  I was  not  frozen  in 
any  part. 

The  name  of  the  sloop  was  the  “Merchant ,”  cap- 
tain Meeker,  of  Southport.  I think  captain  M.  and 
those  on  board  the  sloop  are  entitled  to  a great  deal 
of  credit,  as  they  did  more  on  the  occasion  than  any- 
one else.  It  appeals  that  they  tried  during  the 
night  to  get  out  to  the  aid  of  those  on  board  the  Lex- 
ington, but  iri  coining  out  the  sloop  grounded  on 
the  bar,  and  they  were  compelled  before  they  could 
get  her  off  to  lighten  her  of  part  of  her  cargo.  It 
was  11  o’clock  when  I was  picked  up.  The  sloop 
had  previous  to  reaching  me,  spoken  the  light  boat 
to  make  inquires  relative  to  the  direction  oi  the  fire. 
Oil  going  on  board  of  the  sloop  I had  every  possi- 
ble attention  paid  me — they  took  me  in'o  the  cabin 
and  then  cruised  in  search  of  others.  They  picked 
up  two  other  living  men  and  the  bodies  of  two 
others.  The  living  men  were  captain  Manchester, 
pilot  of  the  Lexington,  and  the  other  Charles  Smith, 
a hand  on  board. 

At  the  time  I went  to  the  wheel  house  and  saw 
caprain  Childs,  he  seemed  confused,  he  said  they 
were  running  for  Ihe  land;  he  then  went  to  the 
w heel  house,  and  that  was  the  last  I saw  of  him.  I 
rather  think  he  stayed  there  until  he  suffocated,  as 
I don’t  know  that  he  was  seen  aftei  wards.  As  re- 
gards the  tiller  ropps.  I don’t  know  certain  any 
tiling  about  them,  but  I had  the  impression  that  Ihe 
tiller  ropes  were  burnt  oil',  but  cannot  fell  positively. 
Directly  over  the  fire  room  was  a grating  laid  across, 
through  which  I could  SPe  down;  I think  that  after 
the  life  boat  was  thrown  overboard,  that  a person 
could  have  passed  from  the  fore  to  the  aft  of  the 
vessel  on  the  promenade  deck.  I did  not  know 
that  there  was  any  extra  steering  gear  on  board.  I 
diil  not  notice  whether  the  tiller  was  shipped  or  not. 

By  a juror — How  near  to  the  smoke  pipe  was  the 
cotton  or  other  baggage  stowed? 

Answer.  I don’t  know,  I did’nt  notice. 

Q Alter  you  went  to  the  wheel  house,  how  soon 
did  the  pilot  leave? 

A.  Why,  if  it  was  him  who  hove  over  the  life 
boat,  lie  went  while  I was  there. 

I don’t  know  that  I have  had  any  conversation 
with  captain  Vanderbilt,  relative  to  what  ought  to 
have  been  done  when  the  fire  broke  out  I do  thick, 
however,  that  when  I first  saw  the  fire,  there  won  d 
have  been  little  difficul  y in  putting  it  out  with  tl  e 
buckets,  if  the  engine  had  been  stopped.  The  quar- 


ter boats  might  perhaps  have  carried  safely  fi  teen 
persons  each.  CHESTER  HILLARD. 

From  the  N.  York  Enquirer,  Jan . 8. 

The  steamboat  Statesman,  left  the  city  on  Wed- 
nesday morning,  (or  the  purpose  of  visiting  the 
places  and  shores  contiguous  to  the  spot  where  the 
late  fatal  accident  occtnrf  d,  had  not  returned  this 
morning.  Capt.  Brooks,  of  the  Nimrod,  however, 
spoke  her  on  Thursday  evening  at  Southport,  and 
from  him  y\e  learn,  that  after  leaving  the  ci'y,  she 
proceeded  along  the  coast  ol'L  n ; Island  to  Eaton’s 
Neck,  u here  the  people  first  sieuied  to  have  any 
knowledge  oftlie  disaster. 

Thence  she  proceeded  on  her  search,  and  on  ar- 
riving olf‘  Oldfield  Point,  there  peiceived  wagons 
loading  articles  that  had  apparently  drilled  ashore. 
On  landing,  it  was  found  that  these  were  trunks 
and  baggage  belonging  to  ttie  passengers  of  the 
Lexington,  and  tile  w reck  master  there  had  taken 
the  in  under  his  charge.  There  they  also  found  the 
dead  body  of  Mr.  Philo  Upson,  of  Egremont,  Mass, 
which  had  been  wa-hed  ashore  with  a lile  preser- 
ver aiontid  it.  From  the  papers  about  him  it  is 
supposed  he  followed  the  business  of  a patent  lea- 
ther dresser.  The  Statesman  then  crossed  to 
Southport,  Connecticut,  where  capt.  Manchester, 
the  pilot,  U laying,  yvlio  was  saved,  and  yesterday 
morning  pursued  her  cruize  further  to  the  eastward, 
along  the  Long  Island  coast. 

We  understand  Irotn  a source  on  which  yve  can 
rely,  that  the  pilot,  capt.  Manchester,  says,  that 
shortly  after  the  fire  bioke  out.  he  went  to  the 
wheel  house,  got  the  wheel  hard  up,  and  then  the 
rope  parted,  it  being  hide  rope,  connecting  with 
the  chain  and  iron  rods.  He  then  sprung  down  to 
launch  the  life  boat,  w hich  was  broken  by  the  pad- 
dles. as  has  been  already  described. 

A bale  of  cotton  was  his  ri"xt  resource,  to  which 
he  found  a man  lashed.  Finding,  dining  the  night, 
that  the  man  was  dead,  he  cut  his  body  loose,  fear- 
ing it  might  cause  the  bale  to  turn  over.  Manches- 
ter was  picked  tip,  lashed  to  'he  hale,  senseless,  arid 
how  he  came  so  lashed,  he  does  not  recollect. 

Smith,  one  oftlie  hands  also  saved,  says  that  lie 
jumped  ovei board  at  about  S o’clock  and  swam  'o  a 
hale  of  cotton,  after  floating  on  yvhicli  five  hours 
and  a half  in  the  water,  Iip  got  back  to  the  wreck 
and  warmed  himself  for  an  hour  by  the  fire,  and 
then  got  on  that  part  of  the  wreck  from  which  he 
was  picked  up. 

There  are  some  discrepancies  yvith  captain  Hil- 
liard’s account,  in  the  statements  made  by  thesein- 
(I i v i duals,  and  some  improbabilities.  We  however 
give  Ihem  as  they  fell  from  their  lips,  to  aid  the  ju- 
dicial investigation  which  will  no  doubt  take  place, 
info  the  cause  of  this  lamentable  catastrophe. 

The  postmaster  at  Southport.  Ct.  writes  that  the 
bodies  of  Mr.  Hempstead,  ol  Brooklyn,  (fir«t  en- 
gineer.) amt  that  of  Job  Sands,  (head  waiter),  a 
colored  man,  had  floated  ashore  at  that  place. 

We  are  told  that  the  driver  of  the  Riverliead 
stage,  who  arrived  here  at  fen  o’clock,  yesterday 
morning,  by  the  Long  Island  rail  road,  says  one 
person  has  been  saved  from  the  Lexington.  He 
floated  ashore  opposite  Riverhead,  about  forty  miles 
beyond  the  place  where  the  disaster  occurred — he 
was  unable  to  give  his  name,  but  strong  hopes  were 
expressed  by  the  physicians  in  attendance  that  he 
would  recover.  He  was  left  at  the  house  of  Mr. 
Terry. 

This  latter  information  appears  to  us  rather  apo- 
cryphal. We  have  endeavored  to  trace  it  to  an  au- 
thentic source,  but  without  success.  This  much, 
however,  we  believe  is  tine,  that  one  of  ttie  letter 
bags  on  board  the  Lexington  lias  been  picked  up 
at  Riverhead  or  Brookhaven,  mai  ked  ‘-Charlestown” 
and  arrived  at  Ihe  post  office  here  yesterday  after- 
noon. 'l  lie  driver  of  ttie  mail  stage,  which  brougl  t 
it,  heard  the  rumor  of  bodies  also  being  washed 
ashore,  but  nothing  posiiive.  In  addition  to  this, 
we  may  add  that  some  gpnlleman  who  l ave  bpen 
out  on  the  island,  on  the  melancholy  task  of  seek- 
ing the  bodies  of  relations  or  friends,  have  return- 
ed without  hearing  any  thing  of  Ihe  above  indiii- 
dual  at  Riverhead.  Late  last  evening  we  heard 
that  Mr  Dow,  the  brother  of  one  of  the  unfortunate 
passengers,  had  returned  in  the  belief  that  lie  found 
(tie  eorpsp  of  him  hp  sought,  but  it  was  so  disfigur- 
ed by  ice  and  in  other  ways,  that  he  could  not 
speak  positively. 

All  kinds  of  rumors  were  afloat  as  to  ttie  bodies 
washed  ashore  on  Long  Island.  One  individual  was 
said  to  have  reached  the  city  with  information  fhat 
the  person  who  had  come  ashore  at  Riverhead,  had 
died  on  the  following  day,  another  that  fmr  more 
dead  bodies  had  been  found  there.  We  merely 
mention  these  reports,  repeating  that  af'er  much 
inquiry  we  could  trace  them  to  no  satisfactory 
source. 

It  will  be  scarcely  credited,  yet  we  have  heard 
from  two  or  three  quarters,  and  one  of  which  is  ea- 
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titled  to  every  consideration,  that  the  sloop  Im- 
provement, of  Brookhaven,  was  in  sight  of  the 
burning  steamboat  during  the  whole  time  of  the 
conflagration.  That  the  hand  on  deck,  on  seeing 
the  flames,  went  below  and  called  up  the  captain 
who  was  in  his  berth.  He  came  on  deck,  said  it 
must  be  a steamboat,  and  then  turned  in  again.  It 
is  painful  even  to  relate  such  an  instance  of  brutal 
indifference  to  human  suffering. 

We  learn  besides  the  passengers  whose  names 
we  have  already  published,  that  among  them  is  Mr. 
John  Marshall,  a glass  blower  who  has  left  a wife 
and  three  children. 

Four  bodies  found.  The  New  York  Journal  of 
Commerce  states  that  on  Tuesday  morning,  Mr, 
Nathaniel  Brown,  a worthy  farmer  near  Stoney 
Brook,  Long  Island,  discovered  one  of  the  boats  of 
the  Lexington  firmly  imbedded  in  the  ice,  about 
half  a mile  from  the  shore.  The  boat  was  itself  full 
of  ice,  but  on  cutting  it  out,  the  bodies  of  Mr. 
Craig,and  Mr.  Brackett,  of  'New  York,  Mr.  Wm. 
A.  Green,  of  Providence,  and  Mr.  David  Green,  of 
Philadelphia,  were  found. 

On  all  the  bodies  were  found  the  letters  and  arti- 
cles of  value  which  the  passengers  had  before  the 
accident.  In  the  pocket  of  Mr.  Green,  of  Provi- 
dence, were  found  $15,000  in  bank  bills,  sundry 
letters,  &c.  All  the  bodies  were  brought  to  New 
York. 

It  is  presumed  that  these  gentlemen  were  in  the 
boat  when  it  was  lowered.  It  struck  the  water  bow 
first  and  was  capsized,  and  the  presumption  is,  that 
being  strong  they  held  on,  and  found  themselves  in 
the  boat  when  she  righted,  but  the  boat  full  of  wa- 
ter. Having  no  means  of  bailing  out  the  water,  and 
doubtless  chilled  with  cold  and  exposure,  the  un- 
happy men  were  only  sustained  with  their  faces 
above  the  surface,  and  finally,  when  their  strength 
failed,  their  heads  fell  upon  the  cross  seats,  where 
they  were  found.  Mr.  Green,  of  Providence,  in  the 
bow,  and  Mr.  Craig,  in  the  stern,  the  others  in  the 
centre. 

The  place  where  the  boat  was  found  is  the  head 
of  a bay,  two  miles  from  the  sea,  with  only  a very 
narrow  inlet,  and  there  can  be  but  little  doubt  that 
the  boat  floated  into  the  position  where  it  was  found, 
within  twenty-four  hours  of  the  disaster. 

Information  has  also  been  received  that  captain 
Woolsey  had  found  a writing  desk,  belonging  to 
capt.  Eleazar  Kimball,  with  $440. 

1 trunk,  marked  J.  C.  Brown. 

1 do.  belonging  to  Mrs.  Winslow. 

1 do.  do.  Charles  Bosworth. 

1 do.  do.  William  Marshall.  Which 

capt.  Woolsey  has  in  charge. 

[Balt.  Jlmer.  Jan.  25. 

From  the  New  York  Timer. 

Enquiry  into  the  cause  of  the  calamity  of  the  Lex- 
ington. The  coroner,  has  in  this  case,  been  through- 
out untiring  in  his  zeal  and  exertions,  to  produce 
in  evidence,  every  fact  and  circumstance  that  could 
by  any  possibility,  be  brought  to  bear  upon  the  mat- 
ter, under  investigation. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  inquest  yesterday  morning, 
the  coroner  briefly  addressed  the  jury.  He  inform- 
ed them  that  he  had  no  more  testimony  to  lay  be- 
fore them,  and  requested  that  if  any  of  the  jurors 
could  suggest  any  means  by  which  any  additional 
facts  could  be  brought  to  light,  that  they  would  sug- 
gest the  same.  The  jury  were  then  given  in  charge 
all  the  papers  and  documents,  and  they  retired  to 
deliberate  upon  a verdict. 

At  6 o’clock  in  the  evening,  it  was  announced 
that  they  had  agreed,  and  they  then  came  in  with 
the  following: 

Verdict — “That  the  deceased,  Stephen  Waterbu- 
ry,  Philo  Upson,  Silas  Thorburn,  Benja.  Lader  and 
Jacob  C.  Bates,  came  to  their  death  in  consequence 
of  the  burning  of  the  steamboat  Lexington,  in  Long 
Island  Sound  on  the  13th  instant.” 

The  jury  also  appended  to  their  verdict,  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Presentment — From  the  testimony  adduced  before 
the  court  of  inquiry  by  the  coroner’s  inquest,  to  in- 
vestigate the  causes  which  led  to  the  destruction  by 
fire  of  the  steamboat  Lexington,  the  inquest  are  of 
opinion  that  the  fire  was  communicated  to  the  pro- 
menade deck  by  the  intense  heat  of  the  smoke  pipe, 
or  from  sparks  from  the  space  between  the  smoke 
pipe  and  steam  chamber,  as  the  fire  was  first  seen 
near  the  casing  of  the  steam  chimney  above  the  pro- 
menade deck.  They  are  further  of  opinion  that  the 
Lexington  was  a first  rate  boat,  with  an  excellent 
steam  engine,  and  a boiler  suitable  for  burning  wood 
but  not  coal,  with  the  blowers  attached.  Further- 
more it  is  our  opinion,  that  had  the  buckets  been 
manned  at  the  commencement  of  the  fire,  it  would 
have  been  immediately  extinguished.  Also,  inas- 
much as  the  engine  could  not  be  stopped  from  the 
rapid  progress  of  the  fire,  with  presence  of  mind  of 


the  officers,  and  a strict  discipline  of  the  crew,  the 
boats  could  have  been  launched,  and  a large  portion 
of  the  passengers,  and  crew,  if  not  the  whole,  might 
have  been  saved. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  this  jury,  that  the  present  in- 
spectors of  steamboats,  either  from  ignorance  or  ne- 
glect, have  suffered  the  steamboat  Lexington  to  na- 
vigate the  sound  at  the  imminent  risk  of  the  lives 
and  property  of  the  passengers,  giving  a certificate 
stating  a full  compliance  with  the  laws  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  when  in  our  opinion  such  was  not  the 
case. 

That  the  system,  as  adopted  on  board  the  Lex- 
ington, of  using  blowers  on  board  of  boats,  is  danger- 
ous, which  has  been  proved  to  thejnry  by  competent 
witnesses.  And  that  the  conduct  of  the  officers  of 
the  steamboat  Lexington,  on  the  night  of  the  13th 
January,  when  said  steamboat  was  on  fire,  deserve 
the  severest  censure  of  this  community ; from  the  facts 
proved  before  this  jury,  that  the  captain  and  pilot, 
in  the  greatest  hour  of  danger,  left  the  steamboat  to 
her  own  guidance,  and  sought  their  own  safety,  re- 
gardless of  the  fate  of  the  passengers;  instead  of  the 
captain  or  pilot  retreating  to  the  tiller,  aft,  when 
driven  from  the  wheelhouse  forward,  and  the  ropes 
there  being  burnt  off,  there  being  at  that  time  a 
communication  to  the  said  tiller,  there  appeared  to 
be  no  other  thought  but  self-preservation.  And  it 
further  appears  to  the  jury,  that  the  odious  practice 
of  carrying  cotton  in  any  quantities  on  board  of  pas- 
senger boats,  in  a manner  in  which  it  shall  be  liable 
to  take  fire,  from  sparks  or  heat,  from  any  smoke 
pipe,  or  other  means,  deserves  the  public  censure. 

Signed  by  James  Goadby,  Thomas  E.  Burlew, 
S.  H.  Harriott,  Tennis  Fokkes,  James  Green,  P. 
M.  P.  Durando,  jr.  Edmund  B.  McVeagle,  A.  S. 
Chase,  Abraham  Crencling,  Robert  Buttle,  Richard 
M.  Hoe,  Henry  Y.  Davids — 12. 

We,  composing  pait  of  the  jury,  in  the  case  of 
the  loss  of  the  Lexington,  fully  exonerate  and  ex- 
culpate captain  Stephen  Manchester,  from  any 
blame  or  censure,  after  the  breaking  out  of  the  fire 
on  board.  Signed, 

BENJAMIN  VINCENT,  foreman, 
JOSEPH  E.  MOUNT. 

January  31s/,  1840. 
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Appointments  by  the  president,  by  and  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  senate.  Marcus  Derkheim, 
to  be  consul  of  the  United  States  for  the  Hanseatic 
free  city  of  Bremen,  in  the  place  of  Joshua  Dodge, 
resigned. 

Franklin  Clinton,  to  be  a lieutenant  in  the  navy 
from  the  11th  December,  1839. 

James  K.  Bowie,  to  be  a lieutenant  in  the  navy 
from  the  17th  January,  1840. 

Robert  Ezell,  collector  of  the  customs  for  the  dis- 
trict of  Edenton,  North  Carolina,  in  the  place  of 
Duncan  McDonald,  whose  commission  will  expire 
on  the  29th  of  February,  1840. 

Nicholas  Willis,  collector  of  the  customs  for  the 
district  of  Oxford,  Md.  vice  John  Willis,  deceased. 

William  F.  Haile,  collector  of  the  customs  for  the 
district  of  Champlain,  at  Plattsburg,  New  York,  vice 
D.  B.  McNeill,  resigned. 

Dennis  Prieur,  collector  of  the  customs  for  the 
district  of  Mississippi,  La.  vice  J.  W.  Breedlove, 
resigned. 

Thomas  A.  S.  Donephain,  collector  of  the  cus- 
toms for  the  district  and  port  of  Natchez,  Miss, 
vice  James  Stockman. 

George  D.  Hale,  collector  of  the  customs  for  the 
district  of  Gloucester,  Mass,  vice  William  Beach, 
resigned. 

James  R.  Pringle,  collector  of  the  customs  for  the 
district  of  Charleston,  S.  C.  from  the  29th  January, 
1840,  when  his  late  commission  expired. 

James  R.  Thompson,  surveyor  for  the  port  of 
Town  Creek,  Md.  vice  William  B.  Scott,  resigned. 

Alexander  K.  Phillips,  surveyor  Fredericksburg, 
Va.  vice  Adam  Cooke,  deceased. 

Ely  Moore,  surveyor,  New  York,  vice  Hector 
Craig,  removed. 

William  Williams, surveyor,  East  River,  Va.  vice 
Francis  Armstead,  deceased. 

Joseph  Litton,  surveyor,  Nashville,  Tenn.  vice 
Joel  M.  Smith,  resigned. 

Nathaniel  P.  Porter,  surveyor,  Louisville,  Ky. 
vice  Edward  S.  Camp,  deceased. 

Aaron  Hart,  surveyor,  Pittsburg,  Fa.  vice  John 
Clark,  removed. 

Jefferson  L.  Sangston,  surveyor,  Wheeling,  Va. 
vice  Thomas  P.  Norton,  resigned. 

Charles  J.  F.  Allen, appraiser,  Boston,  Mass,  vice 
John  Crowninshield,  resigned. 

Edward  A.  Raymond,  appraiser,  Boston,  Mass, 
vice  Levi  B.  Lincoln,  removed. 

Marvellous  Eastham,  register  of  the  land  office, 
at  Springfield,  Illinois,  vice  S.  A.  Douglass,  resign- 


Benjamin  R.  Petrikin,  register  at  Dubuque,  Iowa, 
vice  J.  W.  Worthington,  resigned. 

George  R.  Girault,  register  at  Chocchuma,  Miss, 
vice  William  Van  Norman,  resigned. 

Henry  P.  Womack,  register  at  Greensburg,  La. 
vice  Nicholas  Baylis,  resigned. 

William  E.  Sawyer,  receiver  of  public  moneys  at 
Mardisville,  Ala.  vice  Levi  W.  Lawler,  whose 
commission  expired  on  the  31st  December,  1839. 

Woods  Mabury,  receiver  at  Jeffersonville,  la. 
vice  D.  W.  Sloane,  deceased. 

Edwin  McName,  receiver  at  Helena,  Ark.  vice 
David  Thompson  resigned. 

A.  S.  Lewis,  receiver  at  New7  Orleans,  La.  vice 
Thomas  H.  Kennedy,  resigned,  who  was  appointed 
during  the  recess  of  the  senate,  in  place  of  R.  M. 
Carter,  resigned. 

Jonathan  Kearsley,  receiver  at  Detroit,  Mich, 
from  the  10th  of  February,  1840,  when  his  present 
commission  will  expire,  agreeably  to  the  nomina- 
tion. 

George  W.  Cole,  receiver  at  St.  Augustine,  Flo- 
rida, vice  John  C.  Cleland,  removed. 

Northeastern  boundary.  The  substance  of  the 
documents  laid  before  the  U.  S.  senate  on  Thurs- 
day, respecting  the  state  ol  affairs  on  the  boundary 
question,  is  thus  stated  in  the  National  Intelligetf- 
cer  of  Saturday: 

The  material  papers  are  those  furnished  by  the 
department  of  state,  consisting,  as  follows: 

1.  A letter  from  Mr.  Fox,  the  British  minister, 
to  Mr.  Forsyth,  secretary  of  state,  dated  in  Novem- 
ber last,  complaining  of  the  violation  of  the  agree- 
ment entered  into  between  the  agents  of  the  two 
governments  last  winter,  by  the  opening  of  roads  to 
the  Aroostook,  and  the  occupation  of  a part  of  the 
disputed  territory  by  a body  of  armed  men  employ- 
ed by  the  authorities  of  the  state  of  Maine. 

2.  A letter  from  Mr.  Forsyth,  written  some  weeks 
afterwards,  replying  to  the  complaints  of  Mr.  Fox, 
that  the  opening  of  the  roads  in  question  is  not  a re- 
cent measure,  but  merely  carrying  out  a policy 
adopted  twelve  or  fourteen  years  ago;  that  the  arm- 
ed body  spoken  of  is  only  a posse  employed  to  drive 
off  intruders;  and  that  nothing  has  been  done  on  our 
side  incompatible  with  the  spirit  of  the  agreement 
between  the  agents  of  the  two  countries;  whilst  on 
the  British  side  acts  have  been  done  which  may  be 
justly  complained  of  as  infringing  the  agreement, 
such  as  erecting  barracks  for  troops  on  the  St. 
John’s,  placing  troops  on  apart  of  the  disputed  ter- 
ritory, &c. 

3.  A letter  from  Mr.  Fox  justifying  what  the 
British  authorities  have  done,  on  the  ground  of  the 
current  report  that  the  legislature  of  the  state  of 
Maine  had  an  intention  to  abrogate  and  nullify  the 
agreement  made  between  the  two  countries  last 
spring,  which  rumor  was  too  strongly  corroborated 
by  the  language  of  governor  Fairfield  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  session  of  that  legislature  not  to  justify 
precautionary  measures,  which  have  not  been  re- 
sorted to  how'ever,  with  any  design  to  infringe  the 
agreement,  &c. 

4.  Another  letter  from  Mr.  Forsylh  to  Mr.  Fox, 
in  which  he  says  that  there  is  no  reason  to  appre- 
hend such  an  intention  as  is  imputed  to  the  legisla- 
ture of  Maine;  that  the  alleged  precautionary  mea- 
sures are  therefore  altogether  gratuitous  on  the  part 
of  the  British  authorities  in  New  Brunswick,  and 
must  be  considered  “a  bold  infraction”of  the  agree- 
ment of  last  winter;  and  that,  if  the  British  govern- 
ment uphold  this  proceeding  on  the  part  of  its  agents, 
such  a course  on  its  part  will  be  regarded  by  this  go- 
vernment as  evidence  of  a want  of  that  friendly 
disposition  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  which  has 
hitherto  been  believed  to  exist,  fk.c. 

In  connection  with  this  subject  it  affords  us  no 
little  gratification  to  quote  the  following  editorial 
article  from  the  Intelligencer  of  Saturday: 

Upon  the  subject  of  the  present  s‘afe  of  the 
boundary  question  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain,  as  some  opinion  may  be  expected 
from  us,  we  can  only  say,  that,  after  more  mature 
consideration  of  the  matter,  we  do  not  see  any  im- 
mediate cause  of  alarm  about  it.  The  only  danger 
is  that  of  governor  Fairfield’s  undertaking  a second 
campaign  against  her  majesty’s  province  ol  New 
Brunswick.  We  think  it  quite  likely,  however, 
that  he  had  enough  of  his  last  experiment  of  that 
sort  to  deter  him  from  inconsiderately  undertaking 
another.  The  question  is  in  the  hands  of  the  diplo- 
matic agents  of  the  two  nations;  and  it  may  be  hop- 
ed that  a friendly  adjustment  ot  it  will  not  be  marr- 
ed or  defeated,  as  it  probably  (and  almost  certain- 
ly) would  be  by  the  state  of  Maine’3  resolving 
again  to  take  the  business  into  her  own  hands;  an 
interference  forbidden  by  the  terms  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  and  to  which  neither  this 
government  nor  that  of  Great  Britain  could  submit 
without  surrendering,  or  at  least  compromising  their 
political  rights, 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— FEB.  8,  1840— NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 


873 


also  shown  a large  number  of  yards  intended  for 
the  custom  houses,  most  of  which  were  finally  ad- 
justed. The  delicacy  of  the  instruments  made  use 
of  in  adjusting  them,  and  the  minuteness  of  the  dif- 
ference they  indicate,  would  surprise  any  uninitiat- 
ed person.  I was  no  less  pleased  with  the  measures 
of  capacity,  which  were  undergoing  their  approxi- 
mative adjustment. 

It  is  particularly  gratifying  to  know  that  we 
have  now  standard  weights,  exceeding  in  number, 
neatness  of  workmanship,  elegance  of  form,  puri- 
ty of  metal,  and  accuracy  of  adjustment,  those  of 
any  other  country.  It  will  be  still  more  gratifying 
when  the  standard  yards  and  the  measures  of  ca- 
pacity shall  be  distributed  to  all  parts  of  the  union; 
and  as  soon  as  the  great  labor  requisite  for  their 
final  adjustment  will  permit,  this  distribution  will 
be  effected. 

The  general  post  office.  The  subjoined  table  of 
the  progress  and  general  condition  of  the  post  office 
department,  is  taken  from  a late  number  of  the 
“Democratic  Review.” 

Since  the  opening  of  the  revolution,  there  have 
been  eleven  postmaster  generals.  Benjamin  Frank- 
lin, the  first  in  order  was  chosen,  by  congress  under 
the  confederacy,  on  the  26'th  of  July,  1775.  His 
successors  were  Richard  Bache,  Ebenezer  Hazard, 
Samuel  Osgood,  Timothy  Pickering,  Joseph  Ha- 
bersham, Gideon  Granger,  R.  J.  Meigs,  John  Mc- 
Lean, William  T.  Barry  and  Amos  Kendall. 

A project  is  now  in  agitation  to  reduce  the  rates 
of  postage;  if  this  should  be  carried  into  operation, 
the  receipts  of  the  post  office  would  be  very  mate- 
rially altered,  and  its  ordinary  expenses  would  have 
to  be  defrayed  in  part  by  some  other  branch  of  the 
government.  Popular  sentiment  appears  to  favor 
the  contemplated  reform.  [iV.  Y.  Era. 

Table  of  the  post  office  department,  from  1789  to  the 
present  time. 


In  reference  to  this  matter  we  have  pleasure  in 
stating  that  the  memorandum  published  in  the  pa- 
pers of  the  day  (and  among  others  in  our  daily  pa- 
per of  yesterday)  as  having  been  issued  by  sir  John 
Harvey,  in  reference  to  existing  relations,  turns  out 
to  be  a blunder  of  some  editor  or  other,  who  has 
raked  up  an  old  memorandum  out  of  the  ashes  of 
the  war  of  1S12  between  the  two  countries,  and  ap- 
plied it  to  the  present  day!  “Sufficient  for  the  day 
is  the  evil  thereof.”  We  have  not  quite  so  nearly 
approached  the  awful  gulf  of  a war  with  Great  Bri- 
tain that  her  provincial  governors  should  think  it 
necessary  to  be  issuing  recommendations  of  neutra- 
lity to  non-combatants  on  both  sides  of  the  border. 

That  day,  we  trust  will  never  come. 

The  Seminole  war.  Mr.  Benton’s  plan  for  ter- 
minating this  war  may  be  gathered  from  the  follow- 
ing summary  of  his  bill,  taken  from  the  Baltimore 
American: 

“This  bill,  as  reported  to  the  United  States  se- 
nate by  Mr.  Benton,  from  the  committee  on  milita- 
ry affairs,  proposes  to  grant  to  the  first  white  settlers, 
not  exceeding  ten  thousand  men.  able  to  bear  arms, 
who  shall  settle  in  such  parts  of  Florida,  east  of  the 
Suwanee  and  south  of  Cape  Sable,  as  shall  be  de- 
signated by  the  president  of  the  United  States,  a 
bounty  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land 
each,  upon  certain  conditions  named  in  the  subse- 
quent part  of  the  bill.  The  most  important  of  these 
are  that  the  settlements  shall  be  in  stations,  each 
including  not  less  than  forty  nor  more  than  one 
hundred  men;  each  settler  to  engage  in  the  cultiva- 
tion of  grain  and  vegetables  for  his  own  support  or 
for  sale  to  others,  using  the  public  land  about  the 
station  for  this  purpose;  each  station  to  be  protect- 
ed by  a block  house  which  the  settlers  are  to  put 
up  with  the  aid  of  the  United  States  troops;  rations 
and  clothing  for  one  year  to  be  supplied  by  the  go- 
vernment; and  arms  and  ammunition  furnished  on 
application  at  the  nearest  military  post.  At  the  re- 
turn of  peace  and  the  removal  of  the  Indians,  each 
settler  who  shall  have  complied  with  these  condi- 
tions, or  his  widow  and  heirs  at  law  in  case  of  his 
death,  shall  be  entitled  to  a bounty  of  three  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  of  land,  as  named  above;  the  se- 
lection to  be  made  by  each  settler  according  to  prio- 
rity of  settlement,  or  by  lot,  when  two  or  more 
claimants  date  from  the  same  day  of  settlement. 

The  bill  provides  also  for  frequent  inspections  of 
the  various  stations;  for  the  survey  of  the  lands  re- 
ferred to  in  the  first  clause,  and  for  the  opening  of 
three  land  offices  in  the  district,  so  soon  as  the  same 
can  be  safely  done.  The  lands  granted  to  settlers 
are  to  be  free  from  taxation,  and  unalienable  even 
by  judicial  sale,  until  the  patent  issues  and  for  one 
year  thereafter.  Any  settler  failing  to  comply  with 
the  terms  and  conditions  of  the  act  shall  forfeit  all 
rights  arising  under  the  same.  The  bill  has  passed 
the  senate.” 

Weights  and  measures.  Accompanying  the  re- 
port of  F.  R.  Hassler,  esq.  to  the  treasury  depart- 
ment, on  the  the  subject  of  the  coast  survey,  there 
is  also  a report  from  the  same  gentleman  relative  to 
the  progress  of  preparing  standard  weights  and 
measures  for  the  United  States.  This  latter  work  is 
nearly  completed;  some  remaining  experiments  be- 
ing not  yet  concluded  in  reference  to  the  liquid  ca- 
pacity measures.  The  operation  of  casting  the  half 
bushel  measures  will  also  require  longer  time — as 
the  process  cannot  be  done  ac  all  seasons  of  the 
year  with  equal  success.  The  weights  have  been 
finally  adjusted  and  have  been  distributed  through- 
out the  union.  They  exceed  two  thousand  pieces 
in  number,  and  weigh  over  twenty  thousand  pounds. 

We  notice  a communication  in  the  National  Intelli- 
gencer, in  which  the  writer  speaks  highly  of  the 
admirable  manner  in  which  this  important  work 
has  been  executed  under  the  direction  of  Mr. 

Hassler.  It  was  written  and  published  without  the 
knowledge  of  that  gentleman.  The  writer  says: — 

1 was  shown  several  fine  balances,  of  a peculiar 
construction,  with  which  the  work  had  been  exe- 
cuted, and  was  informed  of  the  various  advantages 
which  they  possess  over  those  usually  employed 
for  nice  weighing — the  precautions  requisite  to  ob- 
tain accurate  results,  and  the  method  of  weighing 
by  combination,  by  which  small  differences,  that 
the  balances  are  incapable  of  indicating,  can  be  de- 
termined with  the  greatest  accuracy. 

I saw  the  yards  intended  as  standards  for  the 
different  states,  all  finally  adjusted,  each  yard  fur- 
nished with  a matrix,  on  which  h traced  a yard 
decimally  divided.  They  are  placed  in  boxes  so  minister,  attended  yesterday  at  the  treasury  depart- 
arranged  and  furnished  with  implements,  that  ment  and  the  Bank  of  England,  and  closed  the  ne- 
copies  can  be  made  with  all  the  accuracy  and  de-  gotiation  which  has  been  pending  so  long  between 
spatch  requisite  for  practical  purposes,  without  the  government  and  that  of  the  United  States,  re- 
touching the  original  standard,  or  injuring  the  divi-  lative  to  the  number  of  slaves  claimed  by  American 
sion  from  which  these  copies  are  to  be  taken.  This  citizens  as  their  property,  and  which  having  been 
arrangement  will  preserve  the  standards,  and  at  shipwrecked  some  eight  or  nine  years  ago  in  the  Ba- 
the same  time  render  them  of  greater  utility.  I was  thamas,  were  liberated  by  the  authorities  of  Nassau 
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excellency,  Mr 

. Stevenson, 

the  American 

The  amount  of  compensation  which  we  under- 
stand her  majesty’s  government  finally  agreed  to 
pay,  and  was  yesterday  received  by  the  American 
minister,  amounted  to  between  twenty  and  thirty 
thousand  pounds  sterling.  [ London  Courier. 

House  of  representatives,  Jan.  15,  1840. 

Messrs.  Gales  ik,  Seaton:  As  my  course  on  the 
subject  before  Ilia  house  to-day,  connected  with  the 
abolition  petitions,  may  be  liable  to  some  misrepre- 
sentation, I beg  leave  to  oiler  the  following  as  sub- 
stantially what  I intended  to  have  offered  as  an  ex- 
planation of  my  vote,  which  I was  cut  otffrom  do- 
ing by  the  operation  of  the  previous  question,  and 
afterwards  relused  by  the  house,  and  by  the  votes 
of  southern  supporters  of  the  administration. 

My  opinion  is,  and  always  has  been,  and  that 
opinion  has  been  strongly  confirmed  by  my  inter- 
course here,  that  every  consideration  of  propriety 
and  policy  requires  a different  course  of  action  from 
which  has  been  pursued  by  our  southern  friends  in 
the  disposition  to  be  made  of  petitions  touching  this 
question. 

We  are  continually  presenting  false  issues  before 
this  house  and  the  country,  and  keeping  the  ques- 
tion alive,  here  and  elsewhere,  by’  connecting  the 
subject  of  abolition  with  the  right  of  petition. 

If  I could  control  this  matter,  I would  have  these 
petitions  received,  referred,  reported  and  acted  upon. 
I would  have  a distinct  issue  made  before  congress 
on  its  constitutional  power,  its  jurisdiction  over  this 
subject,  and  bring  all  gentlemen  of  all  parties,  to  a 
direct  vote  upon  it. 

This  question  has,  I believe,  been  kept  alive  to 
accomplish  political  purposes  which  I wish  to  see 
speedily  checked:  and  whenever  we  can  get  a vote 
here,  it  will  be  found  that  the  fanatics  of  the  north 
have  nothing  to  hope  from  congress  and  will  cease 
to  torment  us  with  their  vile  petitions,  and  we  shall 
be  relieved  of  the  daily  distraction  occasioned  here 
by  their  presentation. 

I am  anxious  to  know  how  we  stand.  I want  to 
know  who  are  with  us,  and  who  are  against  us;  and 
if  I am  mistaken  in  the  strength  of  the  abolitionists 
here,  I desire  to  know  it,  and  I desire  the  slave 
holding  interest  of  the  south  to  know  it;  and  the 
sooner  the  better. 

Yet  I do  not  feel  disposed  to  break  off  from  the 
southern  delegation  on  this  important  question,  and 
may’,  therefore,  give  a vote  in  direct  violation  of 
the  strongest  convictions  of  my  owui  judgment,  that 
we  may  present  an  undivided  and  unbroken  front, 
hoping  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  they  will 
concur  with  me,  and  unite  in  putting  this  question 
to  sleep  forever. 

This  is  a hasty  and  brief  sketch  of  the  views  I 
intended  to  present,  if  the  rules  of  order  had  allow- 
ed. As  they  did  not,  and  the  chances  of  getting 
the  floor  prior  to  the  call  of  the  previous  question 
are  very  remote,  I ask  the  favor  ot  you  to  give  this 
a place  in  your  paper.  Respectfully.  ike. 

JOHN  M.  BOTTS. 

NAVAL. 

Official — General  order. 

Navy  department,  Jan.  28,  1840. 

As  a mark  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  com. 
Isaac  Chauncey,  one  of  the  senior  officers  of  the 
navy,  and  president  of  the  board  of  navy  commis- 
sioners, who  died  at  Washington  on  the  27th  inst. 
the  flags  of  the  navy  yards,  stations  and  vessels  of 
the  United  States  navy,  are  to  be  hoisted  half  mast 
and  thirteen  minute  guns  fired  at  noon  on  the  day 
after  the  receipt  of  this  order. 

Officers  of  the  navy  and  marine  corps  will  wear 
crape  thirty  days.  J.  K.  PAULDING. 

Exploring  expedition.  The  following  is  a copy 
of  a letter  received  at  the  navy  department: 

U.  S.  ship  Vincennes,  Maluvia  Bay,  Sept.  15, 1S39. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  at  this 
anchorage,  altera  passage  of  sixty  days  from  Cal- 
lao; having  been  employed  in  examining  and  sur- 
veying many  of  the  islands  to  the  northward  and 
eastward;  and  take  leave  to  submit  the  following 
report  of  the  operations  of  the  exploring  squadron, 
under  my  command,  since  my  report  dated  at  Cal- 
lao on  the  1st  of  July  last. 

We  sailed  from  Callao  on  the  13th  of  July,  after 
completing  our  supplies  of  stores  and  outfits,  hav- 
ing been  much  expedited  by  the  facilities  and  kind 
attentions  of  captain  McKeever,  in  command  of  the 
United  States  ship  Falmouth. 

We  steered  a westerly  course  through  the  trade 
wind,  with  fine  weather.  On  our  track  we  passed 
over  the  location  assigned  to  an  island,  as  laid  down 
on  Arrowsmith’s  chatt,  but  saw  nothing  of  it,  or 
any  appearance  of  land  in  the  vicinity. 

On  our  route,  daily  observations  were  made  of 
the  deep  sea  temperature  and  dip.  We  made  the 
island  Clemont  da  Tonnin  on  the  13th  of  August, 
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of  which  we  completed  a survey,  and  ascertained 
the  longitude  of  its  southeast  point  to  be  136  deep 
21  min.  12  sec.  west,  and  latitude  18  deg.  32  min. 
49  sec.  south. 

From  thence  we  proceeded  to  Serle  Island,  Ihe 
distance  from  Clermont  de  Tonnin  being  27  miles 
H 're,  again,  we  made  a careful  survey  of  the  island; 
finding  its  southeast  point  in  longitude  137  deg.  4 
min.  10  sec.  west,  and  latitude  18  deg.  21  min.  10 
sec.  south. 

We  saw  nothing  of  Minerva  Island. 

We  then  proceeded  to  the  northward,  toward  the 
disappointmen'  group  of  Byron,  amt  in  onr  way 
ftli  in  with  Homion  Island,  (which  was  uninhabit- 
ed); and  found  its  southeast  point  in  longitude  138 
deg.  47  min.  36  s c.  latitude  14  deg.  65  min.  40  sec. 
south. 

From  thence  to  Wyhiie,  one  of  the  disappoint- 
ment group,  the  northwest  point  of  which  we  tumid 
in  141  deg  17  min.  24  sec.  west  longitude,  and  14 
deg.  It)  min.  30  sec.  south  latitude.  We  surveyed 
the  island,  and  had  communication  with  the  na- 
tives. From  thence  we  steered  to  the  second  is- 
land, Otooho,  and  found  the  longitude  of  its  Centre 
to  be  141  deg.  29  min.  50  s>  c.  west,  and  latitude 
14  deg.  3 min.  20  sec.  south.  After  which  we 
again  steered  to  the  southward  for  Ravaka,  laying 
to  at  night,  owing  to  the  dangerous  navigation;  and 
on  the  30th  of  August  we  made  an  island  to  the 
north  ward  of  Rarika.  not  laid  down  on  any  chart, 
which  I named  King’s  island.  Iroin  the  name  of  one 
of  Ihe  crew  of  this  ship,  who  first  discovered  it 
from  aloft.  We  made  a survey  of  it,  and  found  t he 
longitude  of  its  centre  to  be  144  deg.  37  min.  45  j 
sec.  west,  and  latitude  15  deg.  44  min.  10-sec  south. 
We  landed,  but  could  find  no  inhabitants,  although 
there  were  appearances  of  the  pearl  fishery  having 
been  carried  on  by  the  natives. 

From  tiience  we  visited  Rarika,  and  made  a sur- 
vey of  it;  the  longitude  of  the  entrance  ter  its  lagoon 
is  144  deg.  57  min.  52  sec.  west,  latitude  16  deg. 
5 iniu.  30  sec.  south.  We  landed,  and  found  the 
natives  verv  friendly.  We  took  on  board  an  En- 
glishman from  this  island,  who  had  been  left  by 
a vessel  engaged  m the  pearl  fishery  some  lime  pre- 
vious. 

To  the  westward,  and  in  sight  of  Rarika,  we  dis- 
covered another  large  island,  which  is  not  laid 
down  on  anv  chart,  which  I named  Vicennes  island, 
alter  this  ship;  its  southwest  point  is  in  longitude 

145  deg.  12  min.  west,  and  latitude  16  deg.  39  sec 
south;  northwest  point  in  longitude  145  deg.  18 
min.  latitude  15  deg.  52  min.  40  sec. 

From  thence  we  made  Calls  Hoff,  28  miles  to 
the  westward,  and  in  longitude  145-deg.  28  inin  36 
sec.  latitude  16  deg.  36  min.  south  which  finding 
erroneously  laid  down,  we  surveyed. 

From  thence  we  made  King  George’s  Group,  and 
s nir  'hed  for  Ihe  two  islands  to  the  westward  ol  them, 
which  have  hitherto  been  considered  doubtful,  and 
were  supposed  to  be  the  Waterland  of  Le  Maire. — 
The  northern  island,  Wilson,  or  Waterland.  is  in 
longitude  146  deg.  5 min.  57  sec.  latitude  14  deg. 
26  min.  west;  these  we  surveyed,  and  having  ascer 
tained  the  existence  of  two  islands.  I named  the 
second  one  Peacock  island,  as  that  ship  first  made 
the  signal  of  bavins:  discovered  it;  its  longitude  is 

146  deg.  34  min.  Here  I had  an  opportunity  of  ob- 
serving the  eclipse  of  the  sun. 

The  squadron  then  separated;  the  Peacock  pass- 
ed to  the  Rurick  chain  of  islands  and  along  the 
south  side  of  Prince  of  Wales  Island,  the  Vincen- 
nes taking  the  north  side,  the  Porpoise  and  Flying 
Fish  having  been  ordered  to  make  investigations 
of  islands  in  that  vicinity. 

These  islands  have  been  carefully  examined  on 
all  sides,  which  has  resulted  in  detecting  many 
errors  of  the  chart  and  of  former  determinations. 

From  thence  we  proceeded  to  Matea  Island, 
which  we  surveyed;  and  from  thence  direct  to  this 
anchorage. 

The  explorations  and  surveys  wpre  made  in  the 
boats  and  vessels,  frequently  running  with  the  ves- 
sels within  a quarter  or  a half  mile  of  the  shore 
and  coral  reefs,  and  I am  happy  to  inform  yon  that, 
notwithstanding  the  dangerous  navigation  among 
these  islands,  we  have  escaped  without  accident, 
and  I fl  itter  myself  that  I have  carried  into  effect 
most  fully  all  that  part  of  your  instructions  refer- 
red to  in  the  notes  of  admiral  Krusenstiera,  which 
w re  attached  and  formed  a pail  of  them. 

No  opnortunity  has  been  omitted  to  land  upon 
the  islands,  and  establish  a friendly  intercourse 
wi  h the  natives,  and  to  make  all  possible  observa- 
tions and  collections  in  the  different  departments, 
all  of  which  will  be  disposed  of  agreeably  to  your 
instructions. 

On  my  arrival  here,  I was  gratified  to  find  that 
by  the  observations  had  at  Point  Veners,  I found 
inv  clirono  net.*rs  in  error,  only  1 min.  and  3 sec. 
with  the  iongitude  of  that  point. 


T shall  remain  here  a few  (lays  to  complete  oui  i 
observations,  and  procure  a supply  of  wood,  water, 
fresh  provisions  and  vegelables  for  the  crew,  and 
proceed  to  carry  out  your  further  instructions  with 
all  despatch.  1 have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  most  re- 
spectlully,  your  obedient  servant. 

CHARLES  WILKES, 
Commanding  exploring  expedition. 

To  the  hon,  J.  K.  Paulding , secretary  of  Ihe  navy. 

SPATES  OF  THE  UNION. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Gov.  Morton's  spetch.  Tile  fust  annual  commu- 
nication ol  governor  Morton  to  the  legislature'  of 
Massachusetts  is  before  us.  The  subject  of  Ihe 
currency  is  the  first  that  receives  pariiciilar  atten- 
tion. Into  the  discussion  of  this  tne  governor  goes 
with  great  directness,  and  expresses  the  belief  that 
lire  t (A o chief  vices  of  the  banking  system,  as  it  now 
exists,  nrt- first,  its  character  of  monopoly;  and  se- 
condly, its-  too  wide  expansion  and  departure  Iroin  a 
specie  basis.  In  reference  to  the  first,  he  believes 
that  tile  evil  does  not  lie  in  the  exorbitant  value  of 
the  privileges  conlerred,  but  in  the  lact  that  the 
special  legislation,  wh.cli  cieates  a bank,  does  not 
in  some  measure  imply  a pledge  of  (he  slate  in  fa- 
vor of  the  institution.  A general  law  compelling 
banking  associa  ions  to  deposite  securities  with  an 
officer  of  the  government,  whether  treasurer  or 
comptroller,  would  have  the  same  effect ; since  the 
idea  would  be  conveyed  to  the  people  that  the  se- 
curities thus  deposited  were  in  the  opinion  of  the 
government  sufficient  to  entitle  Ihe  issues  of  the 
bank  to  full  credit.  The  tendency  to  too  great  ex- 
pansion which  is  named  as  the  second  essential  vice 
of  the  banking  system,  is  one  which,  in  Ihe  opinion 
of  the  governor,  ought  to  receive  very  serious  at- 
tention. Tlie  message  dwells  at  some  length  upon 
the  circumstances  which  follow  from  excessive  is 
sues  of  paper;  some  of  which  are  said  to  be  inordi- 
nate importations  of  goods  from  abroad,  the  drain- 
ing of  specie  from  the  country  to  pay  for  them,  since 
toe  paper  which  constitutes  the  currency  at  home 
will  not  serve  as  such  in  foreign  countries;  to  which 
are  added  the  fluctuations  in  business,  unexpected 
revulsions,  falling  of  pi  ices,  and  other  evils  of  a si- 
milar nature. 

The  message  proposes  no  special  remedies  for 
ihe  defects  thus  pointed  out  in  ihe  banking  system 
of  the  state,  except  lo  recommend  the  passage  of  a 
law  to  prohibit  the  issue  of  bank  notes  of  small  de- 
nomina  ions, 

The  message  alludes  to  the  course  of  legislation 
which  has  prevailed  for  some  years  in  'lie  state. — 
It  appears  t hat  special  laws  for  the  promotion  ol 
private  and  paiticular  interests  have  been  more  at- 
tended to  than  acts  of  a general  nature.  Of  tfie  nine 
hundred  acts  which  were  passed  in  the  last  four 
years,  seven  hundred  fall  under  the  denomination 
of  special  laws.— Ol  these  special  acts  more  than 
iiall  relate  to  corporations.  Considerable  space  is 
then  devoted  to  tile  subj-  ct  of  corporations. 

In  connection  with  the  subject  of  internal  im- 
provements, the  message  states  that  grants  have  al 
ready  been  made  by  the  legislature  sufficient  to 
complete  every  undertaking  that  has  been  begun 
worthy  of  public  patronage.  The  liabilities  involv 
-■(I  in  these  grants,  including  the  subscription  for 
the  stock  of  the  Western  rail  road,  will  amount  to 
something  over  five  millions  of  dollars:  the  annual 
interest  of  which  with  incidental  expenses  accru- 
ing will  be  about  three  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Tile  expenses  of  the  state  government  for  some 
years  past  have  gone  beyond  the  ordinary  revenue. 
Yet  in  the  opinion  of  the  governor  a resort  to  di- 
rect taxation  is  unnecessary.  Economy  and  re 
trenchment,  it  is  believed,  will  suffice  to  bring  future 
expenditures  within  the  limits  of  existing  sourcesol 
revenue. 

The  governor  recommends  some  alterations  in  the 
judicial  system.  In  reference  to  the  right  to  two 
trials  by  jtny  of  the  same  question  of  fact,  it  is  be- 
lieved that  no  good  reason  exists  for  its  continu- 
ance; and  it  is  thought  that  with  proper  precautions 
against  accident  or  supprise,  and  with  suitable  pro- 
vision for  new  trials,  when  new  evidence  may  have 
been  discovered,  the.  right  of  appeal  from  the  deci- 
sion of  a question  of  fact  may  safely  and  wisely  be 
i abolished. 

Some  alterations  in  the  militia  system  are  sug- 
gested. The  public  schools  are  spoken  of  with 
commendation.  Allusion  is  made  to  the  act  of 
1838  “to  regulate  the  sale  of  spirituous  liquors.” — 
Its  repeal  is  recommended  on  the  ground  that  it  has 
failed  to  promote  the  objects  for  which  it  was  en- 
acted; that  it  has  produced  in  ils  administration 
much  moral  and  political  evil,  and  has  disturbed 
the  peace  of  society  by  the  engendering  of  discord 
and  animosity. 

An  amendment  of  the  constitution  it  is  thought 
I should  be  made  in  reference  to  the  right  of  suffrage, 


which  at  present  is  in  a measure  dependent  upon 
property.  The  senatorial  representation,  based  upon 
tlie  same  principle,  is  believed  to  he  at  vaiisnce 
with  the  spirit  of  republican  institutions.  The 
number  of  delegates  in  the  lower  house  is  thought 
to  be  too  large.  [Ball.  Amtr.  Jan.  31. 

NEW  YOitK. 

General  banking  law  of  New  York — Comptrol- 
ler's report. — The  generr.i  banking  law  of  New 
York  belli-;  based  upon  a system  hitherto  untried 
in  this  country,  its  operation  has  been  regaided 
with  considerable  interest.  The  restiiclions  upon 
banking  being  removed,  and  the  right  of  issuing 
notes  being  extended  to  all  who  might  choose  to 
embark  in  the  business,  under  certain  regulations 
and  conditions,  it  w as  reasonable  to  expict  that 
great  changes,  attend-  d by  excitements  and  fluctua- 
tions, would  mark  the  introduction  of  such  a sys- 
tem; especially  w hen  the  safely  fund  organization 
established  upon  different  principles  still  continued 
to  bold  an  important  place  in  the  business  world. 
The  comptroller,  in  his  first  report,  states  that  the 
past  year  has  not  furnished  a lair  criterion  bv  vvliirh 
to  judge  of  the  operation  of  the  system.  One-half 
of  the  new-  banks  have  been  in  business  but  a few 
months,  and  during  that  period  deiangenients  of  an 
unusual  character  have  affected  the  general  stale  of 
the  currency,  so  that  it  is  difficult  to  judge  what 
effect  the  action  of  the  new  system  would  have  upon 
the  elements  of  trade  and  finance  in  ordinary  times. 
It  appears  that  the  opportunities  afforded  by  the 
law  for  engaging  in  the  business  of  banking  u'ere 
seizpd  upon  with  avidity.  One  hundred  and  thirty- 
four  certificates  of  the  formation  of  associations 
have  been  filed;  seventy  of  which  have  commenced 
business,  and  also  three  private  individual  banks, 
making  seventy-three  new  hanks.  Securities,  such 
as  the  law'  demands,  have  been  obtained  and  de- 
posited to  the  amount  of  $7,168,507;  arid  upon  this 
sum  notes  amounting  to  more  than  $6,000,000  have 
been  put  in  circulation  within  the  last  fifteen 
months.  One  bank  has  wound  up  its  business 
without  loss  to  the  bill  holders;  two  others  are  like- 
ly’ to  follow  the  same  course,  and  it  is  believed  that 
a similar  safety  will  be  the  result. 

The  amount  of  the  circulation  of  the  safety  fund 
banks,  as  appears  by  the  report  of  the  bank  com- 
missioners on  the  1st  of  January,  1839,  was 
$19,373,149.  The  amount  of  ciicula’ing  notes  of 
the  free  hanks,  on  the  1st  of  January,  1839,  was 
$396  3U0.  The  whole  circulation  of  the  state  wa9 
therefoie,  on  the  1st  of  January,  1839.  $19,769,449 
For  the  last  year  ending  December  1st,  1839,  the 
amount  of  circulating  notes  issued  by  the  free 
banks,  was  $6,022,019;  amount  of  safetv  fund  nob  s 
in  circulation  at  tire  same  date,  $12,000,000,  mak- 
ing ihe  enlire  circulation  on  the  1st  of  December, 
1839,  $18,012,019;  show  ing  that  the  circulation  had 
diminished  during  the  year,  $1,757,440.  This 
statement  does  not  include  Ihe  amount  of  post  notes 
issued  by  a few  of  the  free  banking  companies. 
The  issue  of  such  was  not  deemed  legihinate  hy 
the  comptroller,  and  did  riot  obtain  to  much  extent. 

The  comptroller  suggests  a p'an  for  the  belter  ad- 
justment of  the  details  of  the  system  in  reference  to 
the  transactions  of  the  various  banks  with  one  ano- 
ther. In  order  that  balances  may  be  settled  prompt- 
ly and  with  regularity,  be  recommends  that  a board 
consisting  of  a delegate  from  each  bank  should  sit  at 
some  central  point,  and  that  a ma  jority  of  such  dele- 
gates should  select  some  bank  or  banking  associa- 
tion, in  the  city  of  Albany,  a3  an  exchange  agent. 
The  agency  being  established,  every  association 
should  be  at  liberty  to  send  it  the  notes  of  all  the 
others  for  exchange  and  redemption;  on  a given 
day  in  each  week,  the  exchange  agent  should  assort, 
count  and  arrange  in  separate  packages  ail  the  notes 
received  at  the  agency,  adjust  the  balances  between 
tlie  different  associations,  seal  each  package,  and 
give  notices  by  mail  to  the  respective  associations 
of  the  amount  due  from  each,  which  notice  should 
require  the  balances  to  be  paid  at  the  agency  at 
times  to  be  adapted  to  the  distance  of  the  debtor  as- 
sociation from  it. 

Various  additional  regulations  are  thought  desir- 
able towards  fixing  the  kinds  of  stock  which  the 
comptroller  may'  receive  as  cash  from  associations 
requiring  certificates  ol  legal  formation  for  banking 
purposes;  and  also  how  far  the  comptroller  may  he 
authorised  to  make  advances  on  the  security  of  such 
stocks  whenever  any  association  fails  in  its  busi- 
ness. 

The  whole  experience  of  the  free  banking  system 
thus  far  gives  nothing  definite  as  to  the  result  of 
the  experiment.  The  decrease  of  circulation,  no- 
ticed in  the  past  year’s  transactions,  took  place  in 
the  issues  of  the  safety  fund  notes:  the  circulation 
of  Ihe  free  banks  having  increased  nearly  in  propor- 
tion as  that  of  the  olhers  diminished.  Whether 
this  is  to  be  taken  as  the  Datural  consequence 
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of  the  working  of  both  systems,  or  whether  it  is  to 
be  ascribed  in  part  to  the  present  exigencies  of  the 
times,  we  cannot  undertake  to  decide. 

[Bull.  A mer.  Jan.  29. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Resumption.  “Tnat  the  banks  of  the  conttnon- 
weatth  be  and  they  are  hereby  ordered  and  required 
to  resume  specie  payments  for  all  their  obligations, 
whether  in  notes,  depqsites  or  oilier  liabilities,  on  or 
before  tlie  fifteenth  day  of  February,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  forty,  and  continue  tlie  payment  ot  tlie 
aloresaid  obligations  in  gold  and  silver,  provided 
that  no  special  agreement  entered  into  between  the 
directors  and  the  banks,  shall  be  effected  by  the 
passage  of  this  act.” 

The  foregoing  is  the  first  section  of  the  bill  re- 
ported by  the  committee  on  banks,  and  as  passed  on 
second  reading  by  tile  house  of  lepresentatives  yes- 
terday. 

The  second  section  provides  for  the  appointment 
of  bank  commissioners,  and  also,  for  the  forfeiture 
of  l lie  Oank  charters  under  ceitain  circumstances. 
The  nature  ot  the  other  sections  is  given  in  our 
sketch  of  tL  proceedings  on  them. 

Tlie  bill  is  now  on  third  reading.  The  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Gratz  is  drawn  in  strict  accordance 
with  the  recommendations  of  tlie  governor,  but 
cannot  pass.  Tne  bill  as  it  has  passed  a second, 
will  pass  a third  reading. 

[Harrisburg  Telegraph.  Jan.  31. 

We  learn  from  the  Harrisburg  Reporter  that  tlie 
bill  compelling  the  banks  of  Pennsylvania  to  resume 
specie  payments,  finally  passed  the  house  on  Thurs- 
day by  a vote  ol  69  to  24.  The  time  fixed  in  the 
bill  is  the  loth  February,  1S40. 

Annual  report  of  the  state  treasurer  on  the  finances. 
The  amount  of  the  state  debt  is  $34,141,663. — 
The  public  property  is  estimated  at  $33,259.635. — 
Tins  consists  of  bank,  turnpike,  rail  road,  canal  and 
bridge  stocks,  to  which  is  added  the  amount  of  ap- 
propriations to  the  public  works.  Ttie  report  goes 
into  detail  showing  how  the  various  loans  under 
acts  of  the  last  session  have  been  applied. 

About  thirty  millions  of  the  state  debt  bear  an 
annual  interest  of  5 per  cent,  amounting  to 
$ 1 .5 JO, 000;  adding  the  sums  necessary  for  repairs 
and  ihe  expenses  connected  with  the  canals  and 
public  works,  two  millions  annually  will  be  re- 
quired to  meet  the  state’s  liabilities.  Estimating 
tne  net  receipts  from  tolls  for  the  ensuing  year  at 
one  million,  there  will  be  a deficiency  of  one  mil- 
lion to  be  supplied  by  taxation.  The  treasurer  re- 
commends that  no,  additional  taxes  be  imposed  upon 
the  agricultural  population  of  the  state:  but  that  a 
tax  will  be  levied  on  stocks,  bonds,  &c  and  an  in- 
creased tax  on  retailers  of  merchandise,  on  tavern 
licenses;  that  brokers  be  taxed  and  also  pleasure 
carriages.  From  these  sources,  according  to  the 
estimated  amount  of  propel ty  that  would  thus  be 
subject  to  taxation  on  the  plan  recommended,  the 
sum  of  $510,000  could  be  raised,  fhis,  with  some 
retrenchments  in  the  expense  of  government,  and 
the  probable  increase  of  revenue  from  the  public 
works  in  succeeding  years,  would  be  sufficient,  it 
is  thought,  to  relieve  the  finances  of  the  common- 
wealth irom  embarrassment. 

The  legislature  will  nave  to  provide  immediate 
means  to  meet  the  payment  of  interest  due  on  tlie 
1st  of  February,  which  will  require  something  more 
than  $601), 000.  There  is  also  the  sum  of  $220,000 
borrowed  in  August  last  to  pay  a deficiency  on  in- 
terest then  due;  this  is  payable  in  March  and  must 
be  provided  lor. 

Governor's  message — On  Saturday  the  1st  instant, 
the  following  message  was  received  from  governor 
Porter. 

To  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the 
commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

Gentlemen:  By  the  provisions  of  the  act  ap- 
ptoved  on  tne  23  1 ult.  entitled  “an  act  to.aiithorise 
a loan,”  the  governor  is  authorised  to  negotiate  a 
permanent  loan  for  $370,000.  He  is  aiso  an t ho 
rised  to  negotiate  a temporary  loan  for  the  same 
sum  in  anticipation  of  the  said  permanent  loan. 

As  $600,000  of  the  sum  authorised  to  be  bor- 
rowed, is  required  to  supply  a deficit  in  the  inter- 
nal improvement  fund,  for  the  payment  of  interest 
this  day  due,  I directed  (lie  secretary  of  the  com- 
mouweallh  immediately  upon  the  approval  of  Ihe 
said  act,  (on  the  23d  ultimo),  to  write  to  tne  banks 
of  Ptiiladelphia,  and  the  Harrisburg  bank,  inquiring 
of  each  of  them  whether  they  would  agree  to  make 
a permanent  or  temporary  loan  to  the  common- 
wealth ol  six  hundred  thousand  dollars,  or  any  pari 
thereof,  upon  the  terms  specified  in  the  said  act, 
the  same  to  be  placed  to  her  credit  in  the  bank  oi 
Pennsylvania  on  this  day. 

Answers  have  been  received  from  all  the  banks. 
The  Bmk  of  Pennsylvania  proposes  lo  lend  o 
temporary  loan  $100, ()!)().  Some  of  the  others 
offer  to  take  proportional  parts  on  certain  contin- 


gencies, and  several  others  appear  to  manifest  a 
desire  to  meet  the  emergencies,  but  tiave  not  the 
ability.  Copies  of  the  correspondence  on  the  sub- 
ject are  herewith  transmitted. 

it  will  be  perceived  that,  not  having  the  means 
so  to  do,  the  interest  this  day  due  by  the  common- 
wealth to  her  cieditors  is  unpaid,  a circumstance 
which  the  executive,  anxious  as  he  has  been  lor 
maintaining  unsullied  the  credit  of  tlie  common- 
wealth, lias  been  unable  to  avert.  I cannot  too 
often  or  loo  impressively  urge  upon  the  legislature 
the  paramount  duty  of  maintaining  at  all  hazards 
tlie  public  faith  and  credit.  Whilst  urging  upon 
them  the  adoption  ol'  such  wise  and  judicious  en- 
actments as  may  prevent  the  recurrence  of  an 
event  inevitable  from  the  revulsions  growing  out  of 
the  unnatural  and  exhausted  system  of  credit  with 
which  our  business  community  has  been  inflated, 
l beg  leave  to  recommend  as  the  best  alternative 
which  can  present  itsell,  the  passage  forthwith  of 
a joint  resolution  authorising  the  issuing  of  slate 
slock  for  the  interest  falling  due  this  day,  to  be  de- 
livered to  the  holders  of  the  slock  for  the  amount 
due  them  respectively,  as  an  earnest  of  determina- 
tion lo  make  provision  as  soon  as  the  necessary 
legislation  can  be  bad,  to  meet  the  exigency  and 
redeem  the  credit  of  the  commonwealth. 

I trust  I may  be  excused  in  this  communication, 
for  saying  to  the  representalives  of  the  people  in 
the  legislature,  that  whilst  they  owe  a duty  to  the 
wants  and  wishes  of  their  immediate  constituents, 
there  is  a paramount  duty  to  the  commonwealth  at 
large,  to  maintain  its  credit,  to  meet  its  engage- 
ments, and  to  prevent  its  chaiacter  for  good  faith, 
from  being  sullied.  No  man,  were  he  concerned 
alone  as  an  individual,  would  go  further  to  fix  an 
early  day  for  tlie  resumption  of  specie  payments  by 
the  banks  than  I would,  if  by  so  doing  the  desirable 
results  would  be  produced.  But,  placed  as  [ am, 
as  the  executive  of  the  commonwealth,  to  preside 
over  her  interests,  1 feel  bound  to  say,  regardless  of 
any  denunciation,  which  may  be  poured  forth  from 
any  quarter,  that  I believe  if  too  rigorous  a system 
of  measures  be  adopted  to  coerce  the  payment  of 
the  liabilities  of  the  banks,  immediately,  the  credit 
of  <he  state  must  and  will  be  seriously  and  disas- 
trously affected. 

Let  assurance  be  given  to  the  public  that  a cer- 
tain fixed  day,  within  a reasonable  time,  such  re- 
sumption will  take  place,  and  that  it  will  then  be 
permanent.  Let  them  understand  that  the  indul- 
gence lo  their  debtors  by  the  banks,  is  rendered 
absolutely  necessary  by  the  existing  pressure  and 
the  cumbrous  public  debt  with  which  the  state  is 
loaded,  and  no  one  can  doubt,  but  that  in  a spirit  of 
patriotic  liberality,  they  will  waive  the  immediate 
exercise  of  a positive  right,  for  the  more  certain 
arid  ultimate  accomplishment  of  what  we  ail  so 
much  desire.  I refer  to  tlie  message  communicated 
to  you  at  the  commencement  of  tlie  present  session 
for  my  views  in  detail;  and,  aware  of  the  responsi- 
bility.! have  assumed,  I leave  the  subject  to  the 
calm  and  reflecting  consideration  of  the  legislature. 

When  I took  upon  me  the  duties  of  the  slalion 
assigned  me,  [ assumed  all  its  responsibilities  also; 
and  having  never  shrunk  from  the  performance  of 
any  duly,  I have  felt  myself  imperatively  called 
upon  to  make  this  communication  to  you,  in  tlie 
fullest  confidence  and  belief,  that  the  patriotism  ami 
good  sense  of  our  common  constituents  will  beams 
out  in  our  honest  and  anxious  endeavors  to  extricate 
the  state  from  Ihe  financial  difficulties  and  embar- 
rassments encountered  on  entering  upon  the  dis- 
charge of  our  public  duties. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 

February  Is/,  1840. 

The  slate  loan.  The  United  States  Gazette  of  the 
4tli  instant  says:  “We  are  informed  that  Thomas 
Dunlap,  esq  president  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  yesterday  made  arrangements  for  an  ad- 
vance to  the  state  of  $370,000,  on  behalf  of  that  in- 
stitution and  such  of  the  other  banks  as  might  unite 
in  it;  amongst  which,  tlie  Girard  and  Pennsylvania 
bank's  have  immediately  agreed  to  participate  to 
the  extent  of  $100,090  each.  Full  provision  is  thus 
made  lor  Ihe  payment  of  all  interest  due  on  the 
public  debt,  at  home  and  abroad,  and  a new  proof 
furnished  of  the  sincere  desire  which  is  cherished 
by  our  great  state  institution  to  uphold  the  best  in- 
terests of  Pennsylvania,  and  to  maintain  her  faith 
untarnished. 

“With  calm  and  judicious  legislation,  sustained 
by  the  firmness  and  independence  of  the  executive, 
upon  which  we  count  with  certainty,  aided  by  a 
moderate  share  of  toleration  for  incidental  and  tem- 
porary inconvenience  on  the  part  of  the  communi- 
ty, the  path  of  prosperity  will  soon  be  reopened, 
uid  the  keystone  of  Ihe  American  arch  again  stand 
out  in  full  and  bold  relief.  Foreign  dictation,  and 
foreign  conspiracy,  and  party  trammels,  will  all 


fail.  Her  onward  march  is  now  assured;  her 
greatness  and  her  wealth  depend  on  herself,  and  she 
will  prove  true.” 

Important  lo  pensioners. 

The  two  houses  of  the  legislature  have  agreed 
to  the  following: 

That  at  a joint  meeting  of  Ihe  committees  on  pen- 
sions and  gratuities,  of  the  senate  and  house  of  re- 
presentatives, they  have  agreed  to  adopt  the  follow- 
ing system  of  rules  in  relation  to  services  rendered, 
and  the  evidence  requisite  to  authenticate  claims 
for  revolutionary  pensions,  viz: 

1st.  Two  month’s  service  in  the  revolutionary  or 
Indian  war,  prior  to  the  trealy  made  by  gen.  Wayne 
with  the  Indians,  at  Grenville,  in  Ihe  year  1775, 
shall  entitle  the  soldier,  or  his  widow,  lo  a gratuity 
of  loity  dollars. 

2d.  Four  month's  service  shall  entitle  applicants 
to  an  annuity  of  forty  dollars,  payable  half  yearly, 
to  commence  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1838. 

3d.  Widows  and  old  soldiers,  who  were  married 
previous  To  the  treaty  formed  at  Grenville,  in  17.95, 
shall  be  entitled  to  a gratuity,  or  a gratuity  and  an- 
nuity, as  the  ease  may  be,  according  to  the  service 
performed  by  tile  husband. 

4th  Proof  of  the  petitioner’s  being  in  necessitous 
circumstances,  required  in  all  cases,  or  a certificate 
Irom  a member  of  the  legislature,  stating  that  he 
personally  knows  the  petitioner  to  be  poor  and  in 
need  of  assistance. 

5th.  Proof,  by  one  or  more  credible  witnesses, 
that  the  service  was  performed  in  the  Pennsylvania 
line,  or  in  the  militia  of  Pennsylvania,  will  be  re- 
quired. 

6th.  The  petitioner  to  set  forth,  in  his  or  her  pe- 
tition, the  service  performed,  the  length  of  time 
served,  and  the  fact  of  his  or  her  being  in  indigent 
circumstances:  to  which  statement  he  or  she  must 
be  sworn  or  affirmed. 

7th.  When  positive  evidence  cannot  be  obtain- 
ed, relative  to  the  services  rendered,  a detailed 
statement  of  the  time  and  kind  of  service  rendered 
by  the  applicant,  and  the  officers  under  whom  he 
served,  verified  by  his  own  oath,  and  accompanied 
by  the.  depositions  of  two  or  more  respectable  per- 
sons, stating  that  they  are  acquainted  witli  the  pe- 
titioner and  that  he  is  worthy  of  credit,  and  lhat 
they  believed  his  statement  to  be  true;  that  he  is 
generally  repufed,  bv  those  who  have  known  him, 
to  have  been  in  the  revolutionary  war.  The  re- 
spectability of  the  deponents  to  be  certified  by  two 
justices  of  the  peace  of  the  neighborhood  where 
they  reside,  or  one  or  more  members  of  the  legisla- 
ture. And  the  like  evidence  shall  be  received  in 
support  of  the  applications  of  the  widows  of  revo- 
lutionary soldiers. 

8ih.  Those  receiving  pensions  from  the  United 
States,  are  not,  on  that  account,  to  be  excluded 
Irom  receiving  a gratuity  or  annuity  from  the  state. 

9th.  No  person  who  has  received  a gratuity  at  a 
former  session,  can  be  allowed  a repetition  on  a 
new  application,  without  additional  evidence  to 
justify  the  same. 

From  these  rules  it  will  be  perceived  that  posi- 
tive evidence  is  alone  admissible,  and  in  all  cases 
required  to  prove  the  poverty  or  necessitous  cir- 
cumstances ol  a claimant.  With  regard  to  the  ser- 
vices alleged  in  each  application  to  have  been  per- 
formed, general  repute,  accompanied  by  a detailed 
statement,  by  the  applicant,  of  the  time  and  kind  of 
service  rendered  by  him,  and  the  officers  under 
whom  be  served,  together  with  the  affidavits  to  his 
credibility  of  two  oi  more  respectable  witnesses  duly 
accredited  by  t fie  certificates  of  two  justices  of  the 
peace  of  their  neighborhood,  or  of  a member  of  the 
legislature  are  deemed  sufficient.  Such  is  the  un- 
avoidable defect  of  testimony  resulting  from  the 
lapse  of  time,  that  simple  justice,  it  appears  to  the 
committee,  imperatively  requires  this  indulgence. 
The  same  reasons,  however,  do  not  apply  to  the 
question  of  poverty.  The  latter  is  susceptible  of 
easy  solution  by  positive  and  direct  proof.  This 
the  committee,  following  the  example  of  its  prede- 
cessors, have  deemed  it  a duty  in  all  cases  to  exact. 

Mr.  Penrose's  tariff  resolutions.  The  following 
preamble  and  resolution  were  offered  by  Mr.  Pen- 
tose, in  the  senate,  on  the  7th  ult.  They  breathe 
the  purest  spirit  of  American  patriotism. 

Resolution  for  a tariff  of  duties  to  protect  domestic 

products  and  manufactures  and  to  restore  and  pre- 
serve a sound  currency. 

Whereas,  the  protection  of  domestic  products 
and  manufactures  was  established  as  tlie  policy  of 
the  country  from  the  foundation  of  the  government, 
having  received  the  sanction  and  approbation  of 
every  department  of  lhat  government  from  tlie  ear- 
liest period;  bearing  evidence,  with  the  clear  ex- 
pression of  the  constitution  itself  of  its  constitu- 
tionality and  wisdom:  And  whereas,  a policy  so  long 
established,  arid  under  which  our  country  had 
reache.d  a degree  of  prosperity  unexampled  in  the 
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history  of  nations,  should  not  be  abandoned  for 
light  or  transient  causes,  a policy  which  invited  the 
talent,  the  enterprise,  and  capital  of  the  country  to 
seek  investments  under  its  protection,  a policy 
mingled  with  ail  the  business  relations  of  the  coun- 
try, to  which  the  habits  of  our  people  are  conformed, 
and  which,  while  it  is  illustrated  by  the  efforts  of 
native  genius  in  the  mechanic  arts  unsurpassed, 
and  unequalled  by  the  rest  of  the  world,  gives  em- 
ployment to  the  honest  and  intelligent  industry  of 
millions  of  our  people.  To  permit  it  to  be  destroyed 
will  be  to  revolutionize  the  business  of  the  country, 
to  deprive  the  mechanics  and  laboring  classes  of 
occupation,  and  sprpad  ruin  and  distress  all  around. 

To  say  of  it  that  it  is  a system  of  taxation,  op- 
pressive to  the  people,  is  a perversion  of  terms. — 
With  more  reason  may  it  be  asserted,  that  if  it  im- 
poses taxes,  it  imposes  taxes  upon  the  foreign  pro- 
ducer and  manufacturer  for  the  benelit  and  protec-1 
tion  of  the  mechanic,  the  laborer,  manufacturer  and 
the  farmer  of  our  own  country.  If  the  consumer  of 
the  foreign  product  or  article,  pays  the  whole,  as 
any  part  of  the  duty  levied  in  almost  every  case,  it 
is  because  he  prefers  the  foreign  product,  or  article, 
to  that  which  is  produced  in  his  own  country,  or 
manufactured  by  his  fellow  citizens,  and  is  rich 
enough  to  gratify  his  taste,  or  caprice,  by  indulging 
this  preference.  And  if  such  duty  be  paid  by  him 
while  he  is  able  to  afford  it,  that  duty  fosters  and 
protects  the  domestic  industry  of  the  country. 

This  policy  not  only  gives  employment  to  mil- 
lions, filling  the  country  with  comfort  and  prosperity, 
but  by  the  enterprise,  industry  and  competition  to 
which  it  gave  life,  brought  or  was  bringing  every 
product  and  manufacture  to  a lower  price  than 
while  we  depended  upon  foreign  countries  for  a sup- 
ply. It  multiplied  and  it  cheapened  consumption. 
This  policy  alone  will  confer  upon  us  independence 
in  fact,  of  all  the  world. 

Pennsylvania,  as  a state  is  greatly  concerned  in 
interest,  to  maintain  this  policy  which  her  patriot- 
ism approves.  Her  extensive  mines  of  coal  and 
iron,  sources  of  wealth,  not  only  to  her  own  citizens 
but  to  the  citizens  of  other  states,  are  sufficient  for 
her  domestic  consumption,  and  that  of  all  her  sister 
states.  She  has  incurred  a debt  of  thirty  millions 
of  dollars  in  the  construction  of  public  works  to 
open  these  resources.  She  depends  in  a great  de- 
gree upon  the  transportation  of  her  coal  and  iron  to 
enable  her  to  pay  this  great  state  debt,  and  to  save 
her  people  from  taxation.  She,  as  well  as  h«r  citi- 
zens, have  made  large  investments,  in  the  confidence 
that  this  salutary  policy  of  the  country  should  not 
be  destroyed.  Should  her  just  expectations  be  dis- 
appointed, while  the  whole  country  must  suffer,  her 
citizens  would  be  made  to  bear  a greater  share  of 
evil,  in  proportion  to  the  liberality  of  her  expendi- 
tures in  her  great  works  of  public  improvement, 
the  benefits  of  which  are  felt  by  the  nation  at  large. 

Ever  disposed  to  preserve  the  peace  and  happi- 
ness of  her  sister  states,  she  acquiesced  in  the  act 
of  congress  of  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-three, 
which  adjusted  tile  tariff  on  tile  principle  of  com- 
promise. 

But  the  time  has  now  arrived,  when  it  becomes 
her  again  to  assert  her  steadfast  opinions  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  to  ask  that  the  national  legislature  should 
make  provisions  for  the  protection  of  her  interests 
and  those  of  the  nation,  which  are  already  greatly 
oppressed  and  put  in  jeopardy  by  the  operation  ol 
this  act. 

Recent  experience  better  and  wisely  tested  by 
the  slow  and  gradual  reduction  of  the  tariff  under 
the  compromise  act  jhas  proved,  at  once,  that  the 
benefits  anticipated  by  and  to  those  who  sought  the 
overthrow  of  the  system,  have  not  been  realized  by 
them,  and  that  as  in  the  reduction  which  has  already 
taken  place,  great  evils  have  been  brought  upon  the 
country,  so  to  permit  the  system  to  be  overthrown, 
would  be  to  surrender  not  only  the  interests  of  our 
own  commonwealth,  but  the  prosperity  and  happi- 
ness of  the  people  of  the  nation  to  foreign  interests 
and  influence. 

We  import  foreign  goods,  or  they  are  imported  by 
the  agents  of  foreign  manufactures  to  the  amount  of 
from  forty  to  sixty  millions  of  dollars  or  more  annu- 
ally, beyond  our  exports.  This  sum  is  a debt  to  fo- 
reigners whieh  must  be  paid  in  specif,  tor  there  is 
nothing  else  which  they  will  receive  from  us  for  it. 

While  then  our  laborers,  our  mechanics,  our  ma- 
nufacturers, our  farmers  are  deeply  injured  by  these 
excessive  importations,  while  habits  of  expensive 
and  unprofitable  luxury  are  stimulated  by  them, 
this  excess  of  foreign  importations  biings  us,  with 
crippled  means,  annually  m debt  to  foreigners  to  an 
enormous  amount,  and  occasions  a dram  of  specie 
from  us,  exhausting  that  essential  basis  of  a good 
currency,  and  thus  producing  individual  and  national 
distress  and  bankruptcy. 

And  whereas,  the  present  reduced  condilion  of 
the  tariff  is  one  of  the  prime  causes  of  the  unparal- 


leled prostration  of  individual  and  national  credit, 
of  the  reduced  price  of  agricultural  and  domestic 
products,  of  the  languishing  and  depressed  condition 
of  all-branches  of  industry,  of  the  ruined  and  depre- 
ciated state  of  our  national  currency  which  so  fatally 
prevails,  and  we  are  called  upon  by  the  sufferings 
of  the  people,  and  every  consideration  of  wisdom 
and  patriotism,  not  only  to  affirm  the  existence  of 
the  evil,  but  to  point  out  and  enforce  the  remedy. 

That  remedy  is  in  a judicious  tariff,  which  while 
it  will  secure  to  the  general  government  a sufficient 
revenue  to  meet  our  national  expenditure  without  a 
resort  to  loans  or  the  worse  expedient  of  the  issue 
of  treasury  notes,  will,  at  the  same  time,  protect  the 
industry  of  our  own  people,  create  a domestic  mar- 
ket for  all  the  products  of  our  land,  and  guard  us 
from  the  ruinous  evils  of  a disturbed  and  depreciated 
currency. 

If  by  reason  of  the  proceeds  of  public  lands,  a 
fund  held  by  the  general  government  for  the  com- 
mon benefit  of  all  the  states,  the  public  money  in 
the  treasury  should  exceed  the  wants  of  the  geneial 
government,  the  difficulty  will  be  at  once  avoided 
by  the  distribution  of  the  excess  among  the  states  to 
which  it  rightly  belongs,  and  the  amount  of  revenue 
from  the  tariff  may  be  kept  within  the  wants  of  the 
government  by  the  entire  prohibition  of  the  impor- 
tation of  products  and  manufactures  produced  and 
manufactured  in  our  own  country  in  sufficient  abun- 
dance to  supply  the  demand  at  reasonable  and  fair 
prices.  Therefore, 

Resolved,  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives 
of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  general  as- 
sembly met,  That  the  senators  in  congress  from  this 
state  be  instructed,  and  the  representatives  in  con- 
gress from  this  state  requested,  to  propose  and  vote 
for  a bill,  so  gradually  to  increase  the  tariff  of  duties 
on  foreign  products  and  merchandise  imported,  as 
effectually  to  protect  the  domestic  products  and 
manufactures  of  the  United  States,  and  as  far  as 
practicable  to  prevent  the  imports  into  the  country 
from  exceeding  in  value  the  exports  of  our  domestic 
products  and  manufactures. 

Annual  report  of  the  Philadelphia  board  of  trade. 
At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  members  of  the  Phi- 
ladelphia board  of  trade,  held  on  Friday  evening, 
the  17th  inst.  Robert  Toland,  esq.  was  called  to 
the  chair,  and  C.  G.  Childs  was  appointed  secreta- 
ry. The  following  report  from  the  board  of  direc- 
tors was  submitted  to  the  meeting,  and  having  been 
read,  was  unanimously  adopted,  and  ordered  to  be 
published  in  the  daily  papers. 

To  the  members  of  the  Philadelphia  board  of  trade. 

Gentlemen:  Your  board  regret  that  the  pros- 
pect of  better  times,  in  which  they  placed  too 
much  reliance  at  the  close  of  last  year,  has  not 
been  realized.  Confiding  in  the  acknowledged  in- 
dustry and  enterprise  of  the  American  people, 
feeling  assured  that  the  great  foundations  of  our 
national  prosperity  were  still  unshaken,  and  the 
sources  from  whence  Philadelphia  had  principally 
derived  her  wealth  were  yet  flowing  and  inex- 
haustible, your  directors  were  perhaps  too  eager  to 
believe  that  the  strength  of  the  storm  was  expend- 
ed; too  ready  to  mistake  the  halcyon  rays  which 
they  caught  in  the  intervals  of  the  clouds,  lor  the 
sure  signs  of  an  universal  and  permanent  calm. 
Though  disappointed  in  the  measure  of  their  ex- 
pectations, the  past  year  has  by  some  means  been 
one  of  general  Disaster  to  the  commercial  interests 
of  Philadelphia.  Troubles  of  no  ordinary  charac- 
ter have  come  upon  us,  but  brighter  days  await  us. 

The  great  value  of  the  city  ice  boat  has  been 
fully  tested  this  season.  This  boat  has  succeeded, 
in  spite  of  a degree  of  cold  rarely  surpassed  in  our 
latitude,  in  keeping  the  river  Delaware  open,  so  as 
to  enable  vessels  to  arrive  at,  and  depart  from  our 
wharves.  No  reasonable  doubt  can  now  exist, 
from  actual  experience,  that  the  plan  of  keeping  an 
open  communication  with  the  sea  at  all  periods  of 
the  year,  is  entirely  practicable.  The  board  trust 
that  this  valuable  auxiliary  to  our  trade  will  not  in 
future  be  neglected. 

The  steam  tow  boats,  which  have  also  been 
found  of  vast  importance  to  our  trade,  by  enabling 
vessels  to  arrive  and  depart  with  certainty  at  all 
times,  were  unfortunately  laid  up  during  a large 
portion  of  the  past  seasons,  in  consequence  of  the 
refusal  of  the  governor  to  approve  the  bill  passed 
by  the  legislature,  providing  for  the  permanent 
support  of  these  boats.  We  have  the  satisfaction 
to  add,  that  one  of  Ihem  is  at  present  in  successful 
operation,  sustained  by  the  liberality  of  our  city 
authorities. 

The  erection  of  a new  light  house  on  Brandy- 
wine shoals,  is  in  progress,  under  the  direction  of 
an  experienced  United  States  engineer;  but  the 
appropriations  previously  made  by  congress  have 
proved  inadequate  for  its  completion.  Your  board 
have  memorialized  congress  upon  the  subject. 


The  preservation  of  human  life  which  it  would  be 
the  means,  under  Providence,  of  insuring  on  these 
dangerous  shoals,  besides  a vast  amount  of  valua- 
ble property,  would  amply  repay  the  cost  of  its 
erection. 

A survey  has  been  made,  by  a competent  engi- 
neer, under  the  direction  of  the  government,  for 
the  purpose  of  establishing  an  ice  harbor,  by  means 
of  piers,  at  New  Castle.  This  most  desirable  ob- 
ject should  not  be  lost  sight  of  by  our  community. 
It  is  a most  important  step  towards  the  advance- 
ment of  our  trade,  that  more  than  one  safe  and 
commodious  winter  harbor  should  be  constructed 
on  the  Delaware  river,  between  this  city  and  the 
capes,  which  would  at  all  times  be  accessible  to 
vessels.  The  board  accordingly,  addressed  a com- 
munication to  the  public  authorities,  urging  upon 
them  the  erection  of  several  such  harbors. 

The  completion  of  the  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio 
canal,  so  long  and  so  anxiously  desired,  is  now 
nearly  effected,  and  the  whole  line  is  expected  to 
be  navigable  next  spring.  Philadelphia  may  then 
look,  we  hope,  for  a large  increase  in  trade  from 
that  source.  We  regret  to  state  that  no  steps  have 
yet  been  taken  by  the  board  of  canal  commission- 
ers, towards  the  extension  of  the  state  canal  from 
Pittsburgh  to  Beaver.  When  this  link  is  complet- 
ed, there  will  be  a continuous  communication  by 
canals  or  rail  roads,  from  this  city  to  Cleveland,  on 
Lake  Erie.  But,  in  order  to  make  this  great  and 
costly  work  available  to  an  increased  extent,  it  is 
important  that  a further  reduction  of  the  tolls 
charged  by  the  state  on  certain  articles,  should  be 
made  prior  to  the  opening  of  the  canals  next 
spring.  Much  produce  will  otherwise  continue  to 
find  its  way  to  New  Orleans  or  Nevr  York,  at  a 
less  cost  than  it  can  at  present  be  brought  to  Phi- 
ladelphia. Among  the  articles  most  affected  by 
our  high  tariff  of  tolls,  may  be  enumerated  flour, 
wheat,  bacon,  hemp,  lead  and  tobacco,  from  the 
interior,  and  also  some  descriptions  of  merchan- 
dise destined  for  the  west. 

The  board  believe  they  speak  the  feelings  of 
nearly  every  individual  interested  in  the  welfare  of 
Philadelphia,  and  the  commonwealth,  when  they 
express  their  disappointment  at  not  having  procur- 
ed from  the  state  the  authority  to  commence  the 
enlargement  of  the  union  canal.  An  appropria- 
tion of  four  hundred  thousand  dollars,  made  by  the 
legislature  at  their  last  session,  failed,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  refusal  of  the  governor  to  give  his 
assent  to  the  bill.  It  is  needless  to  enlarge  upon 
the  importance  of  this  measure  to  the  welfare  of 
the  city.  It  is  mortifying  to  contrast  the  active 
and  untiring  energy  manifested  by  the  people  of  a 
neighboring  city,  in  pressing  forward  to  comple- 
tion, an  enterprise  which  they  hoped  w'ould  divert 
to  their  storehouses  one  of  the  most  extensive 
branches  of  our  internal  trade,  with  the  indiffer- 
ence exhibited  by  our  state,  and  even  by  citizens 
of  Philadelphia,  to  their  progress.  Men  who  have 
contributed  nothing  towards  the  immense  sum  ex- 
pended by  Pennsylvania  on  our  internal  improve- 
ments, have  succeeded  in  opening  a direct  com- 
munication with  our  state  works.  But  the  board 
may  be  permitted  to  hope,  that  with  proper  exer- 
tions on  our  part,  and  under  the  disadvantages 
under  which  Philadelphia  suffers  from  the  limited 
capacity  of  the  Union  canal,  our  neighbors  will 
not  be  able  to  divert  any  extensive  portion  of  trade 
from  its  accustomed  and  legitimate  channel.  That 
they  will  eventually  obtain  a portion  of  this  trade, 
perhaps  a valuable  one,  without  the  enlargement 
of  that  communication,  may  reasonably  be  conced- 
ed. With  but  half  the  efforts  which  have  been 
made  by  the  citizens  of  Maiyland,  in  their  enter- 
prise, Pennsylvania  may  place  our  possession  of 
the  trade,  now  endangered  by  their  success,  be- 
yond the  reach  of  hazard. 

The  Lehigh  Navigation  company  have,  with  a 
becoming  spirit,  pressed  forward  their  rail  road, 
designed  to  connect  their  works  at  White  Haven 
with  the  state  canal  at  Wilkesbarre.  This  work 
will  prove  another  great  tributary  to  the  prosperity 
of  Philadelphia.  In  addition  to  the  increased  faci- 
lities it  will  give  to  our  northern  counties  for  com- 
munication with  this  city,  and  the  profit  it  will  se- 
cure to  the  enterprising  and  important  company 
who  have  undertaken  this  work,  it  will  open  to  us 
a market  with  some  of  the  richest  agricultural,  and 
hitherto  insulated  counties  in  the  state  of  New 
York.  It  is  highly  gratifying  to  learn  that  power- 
ful furnaces  for  smelting  iron  ore  with  antracite 
coal,  are  now  actually  being  built  on  the  line  of 
that  company’s  works,  where  inexhaustible  beds 
of  both  these  very  valuable  minerals  abound,  and 
which,  when  completed,  will  not  only  greatly  add 
to  the  revenue  of  the  company,  by  the  increase  of 
their  tolls,  but  also  by  the  sale  of  water  power, 
which  they  possess  to  the  extent  of  many  miles; 
and  that  this  new  enterprise,  the  success  of  which 
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seems  no  lopger  problematical,  will  in  no  small 
degree  increase  the  trade  of  our  city,  and  add  to 
the  resources  of  the  commonwealth.  This  rail 
road  abo  opens  to  us  a wide  spread  region  of  the 
finest  timber  land,  hitherto  unapproachable  to  com- 
merce. The  coal  trade,  still  in  its  infancy,  is  de- 
stined to  add  greatly  to  the  wealth  and  business  of 
Philadelphia. 

The  Reading  rail  road  has  been  completed  from 
this  city  to  ttiat  borough,  within  the  last  year,  and 
has  recently  been  opened  for  travel.  It  has  already 
proved  beneficial  in  bringing  to  our  market  sup- 
plies of  llour,  iron  and  various  articles  of  produce, 
since  that  great  artery  to  Philadelphia,  the  Schuyl- 
kill canal,  has  been  closed  by  ice.  It  is  satisfacto- 
ry to  find  that  the  last  mentioned  company,  whose 
energy  and  enterprise  are  deserving  of  ail  praise, 
are  still  successfully  prosecuting  their  useful  la- 
bors. By  raising  their  tow-paths,  by  increasing 
the  capacity  of  their  reservoirs,  by  adding  to  the 
number  of  the  twin-locks,  which  are  reported  to 
be  nearly  complete  throughout  their  entire  line, 
and  by  other  recent  improvements,  they  appear  to 
be  prepared  to  carry  on  extensive  operations  on  the 
opening  of  the  spring  trade.  The  affairs  of  this 
company  seem  to  be  in  their  usual  prosperous  con- 
dition. 

In  a commercial  point  of  view,  otir  prospects, 
though  somewhat  overcast  at  present,  are  never- 
theless encouraging.  In  the  increased  number  of 
arrivals  at  our  port,  we  perceive  that  our  commerce, 
both  foreign  and  domestic,  is  rapidly  increasing. 
In  producing  this  desirable  result,  the  steam  tow 
and  ice  boats  have  exerted  no  inconsiderable  share; 
as  have  also,  to  a large  extent,  the  great  and  inex- 
haustible staples  of  our  state,  coal  and  iron.  In 
1S33,  the  whole  number  of  vessels  which  arrived 
at  this  port,  was  11,324;  of  which  464  were  from 
foreign  ports.  In  1839,  the  number  of  arrivals  was 
11,709;  521  of  which  were  from  foreign  ports.  The 
foreign  imports  in  1838,  amounted  to  .$10,417,815; 
during  the  first  three  quarters  of  1839,  they  were 
$12,571,164.  The  amount  of  groceries  and  mer- 
chandise despatched  to  the  west  by  the  Columbia 
rail  road  alone,  in  1838,  was  43,259,912  lbs.  In 
1839,  the  amount  bad  increased  to  49,561,012  lbs. 
Manufactures  of  various  kinds,  particularly  in 
iron,  are  advancing  with  celerity;  and  the  well 
earned  reputation  of  our  mechanics  for  superior 
skill,  has  attracted  extensive  orders  to  our  city 
from  Europe.  Our  local  improvements,  have  kept 
pace  with  the  progress  of  our  manufactures.  Dur- 
ing the  past  year,  nearly  twelve  hundred  new 
buildings  have  been  erected  in  the  city  and  liber- 
ties, many  of  them  upon  a scale  commensurate 
with  our  wealth  and  resources.  By  order, 

THOS.  P.  COPE,  president. 

C.  G.  Childs,  secretary  of  the  board. 

Philadelphia,  January  13  th,  1840. 

VIRGINIA. 

Virginia  United  States  senator.  An  attempt  was 
made  to  elect  a senator  in  place  of  Mr.  Rives,  by 
the  legislature,  on  the  29th  ult.  and  continued,  with- 
out success,  on  the  30th  and  31st.  The  result  of 
the  first  day’s  ballotings  was  as  follows: 


Whole  number  of  votes,  166 

Necessary  to  a choice,  84 

For  W.  C.  Rives,  in  the  house,  70 

“ “ in  the  senate,  13 — 83 

For  J.  Y.  Mason,  in  the  house,  61 

“ “ in  the  senate,  18 — 79 


Scattering,  in  the  house,  3;  in  the  senate  1. 

Mr.  Rives,  therefore,  lacked  but  one  vote  of  an 
election. 

On  the  second  trial,  Mr.  Mason  received  80  votes, 
but  there  was  no  other  change. 

On  the  second  day,  (30th),  Mr.  Rives  received 
on  the  first  trial  82  votes — Mason  81 — scattering  3. 
Mr.  Griever,  in  the  house,  who  voted  for  Mr.  Rives 
the  first  day,  voted  for  Mr.  Mason  on  the  seeond 
day.  Another  trial  was  made  with  the  same  result, 
and  no  body  was  elected. 

The  result  of  the  joint  vote,  on  Friday,  was  as 
follows: 

For  Mr.  Rives  23;  for  Mr.  Mason  80;  for  Mr. 
Allen  (whig)  63.  A second  call  of  the  roll  in  each 
house  produced  the  following  joint  result:  For  Mr. 
Allen  76;  Mr.  Mason  79;  Mr.  Rives  11.  A third 
vote  resulted  as  follows:  Mr.  Allen  80;  Mr.  Ma- 

son 81;  scattering  5 — (84  being  necessary  to  an 
election).  What  followed  is  thus  briefly  sketched 
by  the  editor  of  the  Richmond  Whig: 

“At  9 o’clock  at  night,  the  election  of  senator 
was  indefinitely  postponed,  after  a trial  of  three 
days.  The  house,  in  the  first  place,  proposed  to 
postpone  until  11  o’clock  this  day.  The  senate 
amended  the  resolution  by  substituting  indefinite 
postponement — ayes  about  25.  The  house  disagreed ; 
the  senate  insisted ; and  the  house  receded  by  a vote 
of  67  to  65.  The  vote  in  both  houses  was  a mixed 
one — some  of  each  party  voting  for  it,  under  the 


general  conviction  that  no  election  could  be  made, 
and  the  universal  sense  of  weariness,  exhaustion 
and  disgust.” 

GEORGIA. 

Georgia  rail  roads.  The  energetic  enterprise  of 
the  Georgians  is  worthy  of  all  commendation.  It 
appears  this  gallant  state  can  act  as  well  as  think 
for  herself,  and  that  she  is  above  asking  help  to  ad- 
vance her  grand  system  of  internal  improvements. 
In  this  respect,  she  is  the  “empire  state”  of  the 
south.  The  Savannah  Georgian  (Jan.  9)  gives 
these  flattering  details: 

A new  locomotive  engine  called  the  John  Bol- 
ton, has  just  been  landed,  and  is  to  be  immediately 
placed  on  the  track  of  the  Central  rail  road.  The 
engine  is  from  the  manufactory  of  Messrs.  Rogers, 
Ketchuin  & Grosvenor,  Paterson,  N.  J.  of  a some- 
what different  plan  of  construction  from  those  al- 
ready in  use  on  this  road;  and  from  the  successful 
operation  of  several  engines  made  at  this  establish- 
ment, there  is  ever}'  reason  to  expect  that  the  John 
Bolton  will  not  disgrace  her  name. 

Contracts  for  heavy  portions  of  the  grading  have 
recently  been  taken,  payable  in  part  in  the  stock  of 
the  company.  The  whole  of  the  superstructure  has 
also  recently  been  put  under  contract  to  the  Oco- 
nee river,  a distance  from  the  city  of  148  miles,  up- 
wards of  130  miles  are  already  graded. 

file  track  is  completed,  ready  tor  use  to  the  99th 
mile,  and  in  a few  days  the  daily  ti3e  of  the  road  will 
be  extended  to  the  100  mile  station,  where  suitable 
stores  and  accommodations  for  travellers  are  alrea- 
dy nearly  completed. 

A cargo  of  iron  of  the  trail  pattern  is  daily  ex- 
pected from  Europe.  This  cargo  is  to  be  followed 
up  by  others  at  short  intervals,  until  the  order  for 
2,000  tons  is  accomplished. 

The  public  will  perceive  by  the  above  statement 
of  facts  that  the  course  of  our  great  enterprise  is  on- 
ward, and  that  we  have  abundant  cause  for  the  full- 
est confidence  in  its  rapid  progress  to  its  termina- 
tion at  Macon. 

Our  readers  should  also  bear  in  miRd  that  the 
Monroe  rail  road  has  some  time  since  been  finished 
to  Forsyth,  and  the  remainder  to  connect  in  De 
Kalb  county  with  the  great  state  road  is  all  under 
contract,  and  in  rapid  progress  towards  completion. 

The  grading  of  the  Western  and  Atlantic  rail 
road  (i.  e.  the  state  road)  is  also  nearly  completed 
to  White  Plains,  a distance  of  about  100  miles  and 
favorable  contracts  have  recently  been  made  for  the 
remainder  of  the  grading  thence  to  Ross’  landing, 
making  a continuous  rail  road  connection  from  Sa- 
vannah to  Tennessee,  as  follows: 

Central  rail  road  to  Macon,  193  miles 
Monroe  rail  road,  91  “ 

AVestern  and  Atlantic  rail  road,  140  “ 
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To  this  may  be  added  the  Hiwassee  rail  road  ex- 
tending to  Knoxville,  Tenn.  abowt  95  miles,  mak- 
ing in  all  upwards  of  500  miles  of  road  to  connect 
Savannah  with  Knoxville,  which  we  confidently 
predict  will  be  in  successful  operation  in  three 
years  from  this  time. 

There  are  now,  if  we  include  the  Georgia  rail 
road,  422  miles  of  rail  road  graded  in  Georgia, 
which  we  believe  cannot  be  exceeded  by  any  state 
in  the  union. 

We  hope  soon  to  speak  of  the  Augusta  and 
Waynesboro’  rail  road,  a work  so  important  to  Sa- 
vannah, Augusta  and  a rich  section  of  middle  Geor- 
gia. 

ALABAMA. 

The  debt  of  the  state  of  Alabama,  according  to  the 
state  treasurer’s  report,  is  $15,400,000.  It  is  com- 
prised in  two  classes  of  bonds,  called  long  and  short 
bonds.  The  latter  are  issued  at  two,  four  anil  six 
years,  amount  to  $5,000,000,  and  bear  an  annual  in- 
terest of  $3,000,000.  The  other  class  of  bonds 
amounl  to  $10,406,000,  fall  due  at  different  periods 
between  the  years  1850  and  18S6,  and  bear  a semi- 
annual interest  of  $260,500.  [Am.er.  Jan.  29. 

Bank  suspension.  The  Alabama  legislature  has 
refused  to  legalize  the  bank  suspension  in  that  state. 
A bill  to  that  effect  in  the  house  was  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble by  a vote  of  52  ayes  to  40  nays.  In  the  senate 
a joint  resolution  of  a similar  purport,  was  also  laid 
on  the  table — ayes  19,  nays  10. 

[Post  of  28th  ult. 

MISSISSIPPI. 

The  new  governor  was  inaugurated  at  Jackson 
on  the  9th  inslant.  The  Brandon  bank  begged  the 
legislature,  by  a petition,  to  take  back  its  charter. 
The  petition  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  Natchez  Courier  gives  the  particulars  of  a 
disgraceful  affray  which  occured  at  Jackson  on  the 
9th  instant,  near  the  door  of  the  representatives 
hall.  Ex-governor  Runnels  made  an  assault  on 
Mr.  Kearney  for  something  published  in  the  Mis- 


sissippian.  The  ex-governor  was  armed  with  pis- 
tols and  a bowie  knife  and  whilst  Mr.  K.  was  pre- 
paring with  similar  weapons,  he  was  arrested  and 
held  to  bail.  The  ex- governor,  however,  bid  defi- 
ance to  the  sheriff  and  made  the  assault.  The  re- 
sult is  not  stated. 

TENNESSEE. 

Bank  of  Tennessee.  The  Tennessee  house  of 
representatives,  by  a vote  of  40  to  32,  has  decided 
to  reduce  the  number  of  branches  of  the  Bank  of 
Tennessee  to  two — one  at  Jackson  and  the  other 
at  Knoxville — the  principal  bank  to  remain  at 
Nashville. 

KENTUCKY. 

Schuylkill  bank.  On  the  27th  ult.  the  governor 
of  Kentucky  addressed  a letter  to  the  cashier  of  the 
Bank  of  Kentucky,  asking  for  information  relative 
to  the  fraud  committed  in  the  Schuylkill  bank,  to 
which  that  officer  made  the  following  reply: 

Bank  of  Kentucky  Louisville,  Dec.  28,  1S39. 

Dear  sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  28th  inst.  requesting 
information  in  relation  to  the  false  issues  of  stock 
certificates  of  this  bank,  at  its  agency,  the  Schuyl- 
kill bank,  Philadelphia,  by  II.  J.  Levis,  the  late 
cashier.  A communication  to  your  excellency  on 
this  subject  has  been  deferred,  in  the  hope  and 
hourly  expectation  of  receiving  farther  and  more 
circumstantial  accounts  of  the  fraud,  than  what  have 
been  communicated  in  ietters  from  Philadelphia, 
which  were  written  just  at  the  moment  when  the 
development  was  made,  or  shortly  after  it.  Those 
letters  afford  but  little  information  in  addition  to  the 
statements  published  in  the  papers  of  the  day;  I 
consequently  have  to  regret  that,  in  complying  with 
vour  request,  I have  (owing  to  the  continued  fai- 
lures in  the  arrival  of  the  eastern  mails)  so  little  sa- 
tisfactory information  to  communicate  on  this  mo- 
mentous subject.  Having  received  anonymous  and 
confidential  letters  prejudicial  to  the  Schuylkill 
bank,  the  necessary  steps  had  been  taken  bv  this 
bank  for  the  removal  of  the  agency;  and,  on  this 
day  week,  near  the  time  when  we  had  reason  to 
expect  its  consummation,  letters  were  received 
from  a number  of  Philadelphia  friends,  giving  the 
overwhelming  intelligence  that  Levis  had  owned 
to  the  issue  of  10,800  false  certificates. 

In  subsequent  communications,  the  number  is 
increased  to  13,000— Levis,  we  are  informed,  avers 
to  the  former  number.  The  transfer  clerk  states, 
that  this  work  of  fraud  commenced  in  1838,  and 
continued  in  May  last,  when  he  left  the  Bank  of 
Schuylkill.  To  what  extent  the  spurious  and  ge- 
nuine stock  have  become  mixed,  or  how  the  trails* 
fer  books  have  been  kept,  we  are  as  yet  uninform- 
ed. The  returns  or  reports  of  stock  from  the 
Schuylkill  bank  to  this  bank,  have  been  satisfacto- 
ry, and  but  for  the  anonymous  and  confidential 
communications  alluded  to,  no  circumstance  had 
occurred  to  induce  suspicion  of  impropriety  on  the 
part  of  the  Schuylkill  agency. 

The  statements  made  by  the  agencies  in  New 
York  and  Philadelphia,  of  the  number  of  shares  on 
the  books  of  their  respective  agencies,  preparatory 
to  the  July  dividend,  when  compared  with  the  num- 
ber of  shares  on  the  books  of  the  bank,  showed  the 
united  number  to  correspond  with  the  whole  num- 
ber of  shares  held  by  individuals,  companies,  &c. 
in  the  Bank  of  Kentucky.  These  statements,  with 
such  as  had  been  previously  furnished,  all  produc- 
ing the  same  results,  is  evidence  sufficient  that 
Levis  knew,  by  the  manner  of  keeping  his  books, 
or  by  some  other  means,  how  many  genuine  shares 
ought  to  be  on  his  books,  because  this  bank  arid 
the  New  York  agency  were  checks  upon  him,  and 
he  was  apprised  of  the  fact  that  a difference  of  one 
share  would  have  led  to  an  investigation.  The 
agent,  in  accordance  with  the  custom  in  reference 
to  the  duties  assigned,  issued  certificates  to  the 
stockholders  on  his  books,  after  full  payment  of 
their  stock  was  made,  and  issued  other  certificates 
in  case  of  transfer,  taking  in  the  original  certificates. 
Our  friends  in  Philadelphia,  immediately  on  the 
discovery  of  the  fraud,  employed  eminent  council 
for  the  bank— an  injunction  for  the  Bank  of  Ken- 
tucky was  granted,  and  served  on  the  Schuylkill 

bank.  Levis  has  made  a transfer  of  his  property 

securing  first  his  bondmen,  $20,000  of  borrowed 
money,  and  the  balance  of  his  estate  to  his  credi- 
tors, and  I notice  in  a paper  of  the  21st,  from  Phi- 
ladelphia, that  he  has  gone  to  Europe  in  the  Liver- 
pool. '-The  agency  books  are  still  in  the  Schuylkill 
bank;  they  were  refused  on  the  17th,  on  the  appli- 
cation for  their  removal,  as  advised  by  the  presi- 
dent of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  Mr.  Pope, 
the  president,  is  in  or  near  Philadelphia  at  this  time] 
if  no  accident  has  happened  to  him— he  left  the  day 
after  receiving  intelligence.  I close  this  commu- 
nication with  an  assurance  to  your  excellency,  that 
information  will  be  promptly  given  of  the  farther 
developments  that  may  be  made  of  the  most  mvs- 
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tenons,  stupendous  and  iniamous  hand  on  record. 
1 am,  most  respcCllufiy , your  obedient  servant, 
Gfc'.O.  VV  GvVATHMKY. 

His  excellency,  C.  A.  Wtckiffe,  Frankfort,  Kj. 

OHIO. 

Ohio  legislature.  In  Uie  l ouse  of  representa- 
tiv.,3  oi  Ohio  a resolution  lias  been  adopted  lu- 
Structliio  tit.  committee  on  banks  and  the  currency 
to  repoil  to  tile  house  a bill  making  it  an  onence 
jninisiiaUi"  by  coiilineuient  in  the  peniteutiaiy,  lor 
any  h ngtn  ui  lime  not  exceeding  seven  nor  less 
Ilian  llnee  years,  lor  the  directors  or  officers  of  any 
banking  mstituiiou  within  the  state,  to  issue,  lor 
ciiculaLion  within  tile  state  or  elsewhere,  post  notes 
or  Uins  payable  on  tune.  The  same  committee 
were  ai  tne  same  time  directed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  making  all  post  notes  previously 
issued,  payable  on  demand  in  gold  and  silver,  at 
the  counters  ot  the  banks  issuing  them. 

A resolution  slating  that  slavery  is  an  institution 
recognised  by  the  constitution,  was  passed  by  a 
iaige  majoihy — two  only  voting  in  tile  negative. 
Another  lesolutiou  on  tile  same  subject  declared 
that  "the  unlawluJ,  unwise  and  unconstitutional 
interference  of  the  fanatical  abolitionists  ot  the 
noun  with  the  domestic  lnsliuiuons  oi  the  south- 
ern stales,”  was  highly  criminal. 

bank  lejuim.  In  ilie  house  of  representatives 
of  Ohio,  toe  b.  11  to  repeat  the  charier  ot  the  Gniili- 
con.e  bank,  and  ot  the  Trust  company,  which  nad 
been  oideied  to  be  engrossed  lor  a third  reading, 
on  i lie  2uth  u 1 ( . by  a large  majority,  was  on  die 
2lst  laid  upon  the  table;  “and  there  it  will  Me,” 
says  a correspondent  of  the  Cincinnati  Gazelle, 
willing  liom  Columbus. 

Repeal  of  charters.  The  legislature  of  Ohio  has 
deem  a Oy  a vole  of  both  houses  that  it  has  the 
right  .o  ii  pent  any  act  ol  a former  ie^is.ature. 

Aus.ruci  of  the  Jit  si  annual  report  of  the  bank  coin 
mtssiuners.  it  appeals  lhal  ilie  chartered  cupi  ai  ot 
the  l ini ty  sevih  Dunks  in  Unto  amount  to  l8,<J0u,ol)b 
dollars;  on  wilicn  lucre  has  been  paid  $1 1 ,921,579 
67;  ol  tins  amount  paid  in,  $5,1161,931  is  owned 
by  ciiiz  us  of  Onto  and  $5,959,648  by  noii-resi- 
dt  ms. 

Tne  circulation  of  all  the  chartered  banks  in  the 
s ate  on  the  30th  ol  A pul,  1839,  was  $8,309. 1-1 1 80; 
an  I t.n  li  e 30lli  of  November,  1839,  $5,047,778  22; 
being  a reduction  in  the  space  of  seven  months  of 
$3,261,363  50. 

Their  specie  on  the  30th  of  April,  1839.  was 
$2,662,642  10,  and  on  the  30tb  November,  1639, 
$1,851,380;  showing  a diminution  of  $811,261  2d 
in  the  space  of  seven  months. 

The  loans  and  discounts  amount  to  $15,057,939 
12;  of  which  932  individuals  and  firms  have  bor- 
rowed in  sums  ol  $5,000  and  upwards  $7,743,351 
65  and  8,778  individuals  and  firms  have  borrowed 
in  sums  under  five  thousand  dollars  $7,314  587  47. 
The  dir,  ctors  and  officers  of  the  banks  have  bor- 
rowed and  become  security  lor  neaily  five  millions, 
or  about  oiie-tlnrd  oi  the  entire  loans  and  discounts 
made  by  the  batiks. 

The  annual  dividend  prior  to  (he  time  of  inspec- 
tion, amounted  to  upwards  oi  a million,  nearly  half  of 
which  was  paid  10  stockholders  residing  out  of  ilie 
stale.  Delinquencies  to  the  amount  ol  $211,00!)  have 
been  discovered  in  the  slate  tax  o i dividends  since 
1825;  anil  the  commissioners  are  of  ti  e opinion  that 
prior  to  this  time,  ‘-valid  claims  to  a large  amount 
ex  si  against  several  institutions.”  It  i*  recommend- 
ed that  ihe  money  loaned,  or  the  c a } ■ i al  stock  be  tax- 
ed instead  ol  the  dividends.  Prefils  undivided  it  main 
in  the  banks  lotlie  amount  ol  $600,000  upon  which 
no  revenue  accmeS  to  ihe  state,  which  Ilie  com- 
missioners think  should  be  --immediately  subjected 
to  the  taxing  power  of  the  slate.” 

Although  the  demand  lor  specie  to  pay  debts 
abroad  has  been  unusually  great,  the  romuiis.-ion- 
eis  are  of  the  opinion,  that  the  hostility  of  the 
banks  to  each  oilier,  have  increased  the  drain  of  the 
precious  metals  from  their  vaults  They  distrusted 
one  another  and  the  public  distrusted  them.  The 
mass  oi  community  made  no  excessive  demands — 
The  banks  themselves  and  the  brokers  are  charged 
with  the  fault.  The  course  of  the  Cincinnati  banks 
in  employing  an  agent  to  purchase  country  bank 
notes — (they  rt  I using  to  receive  them  at  their  coun- 
ters in  the  payment  of  debis  as  they  had  tounerly 
done) — and  send  them  home  for  redemption,  pro- 
duced a retaliatory  spirit  on  the.  part  of  the  country- 
banks.  An  attempt  to  form  an  agency  in  Cin. 
cinnati  wtlh  available  means  to  the  amount  of 
$300,0(10,  by  the  country  banks,  to  counteract  Ilie 
citv  banks  is  disclosed.  The  extent  of  the  demand 
of  some  of  the  banks,  by  other  banking  institutions, 
is  shown  in  the  information  elicited  from  the 
cashiers  ol  the  West  Union  bank.  Urbana  bank  and 
the  Commercial  bank  of  Ci  .ciimati.  Ti  e West 
Union  bank  paid  i.p-.vards  ol  ninety- nine  thousand 
dollars,  in  specie  for  its  own  notes  to  the  Commer- 


cial bank  of  Scioto,  Ohio  Life  and  Trust.  Law- 
reiit-eburg  branch  of  the  Indiana  State  hank,  and 
the  Maysvilie  branch  of  the  Kentucky  bank;  whilst 
the  Commercial  bank  of  Cincinnati  paid  but  six 
hundred  and  Ibirly  thousand  dollars,  in  specie,  to 
“the  country  banks”  in  redemption  for  its  own 
notes;  ami  the  Urbana  bank  had  demands  for ‘-large 
sums  of  coin  and  easlern  funds;”  from  Cincinnati, 
in  one  instance.  $26,000  in  coin  was  drawn  by  the 
Commercial  bank  of  Cincinnati. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  commissioners  that  the 
suspension  would  have  been  general  among  tile 
banks  in  tlie  month  of  October  last  bad  not  the 
bank  law  last  session  been  in  existence.  As  it  was, 
ilie  suspension  was  limited,  and  the  bunks  general- 
ly resumed  within  thirty  days. 

The  issue  of  post  notes,  is  most  poinledly  con- 
demned by  the  commissioners.  In  conclusion  they 
say: 

-It  is  reported  that  several  of  the  banks  of  this 
state  have  within  a short  period,  issued  a kind  of 
cuirency,  coming  within  the  description  of  paper 
above  referred  to,  as  post  notes.  Some  of  the  is- 
sues have  fallen  under  our  observation,  and  are  made 
payable  at  different  periods,  and  at  different  places, 
w ithin,  and  without  the  state.  There  is  yet  ano- 
ther description  of  notes  issued,  payable,  some  in 
current  bank  notes,  amt  others  in  the  notesof  banks 
that  were  at  the  time  of  issue,  and  still  continue 
in  a state  of  suspension. 

“it  has  be>  n supposed,  that  the  laws  of  this  state 
held  all  bank  paper  issued  as  a currency,  as  paya 
ble  on  demand;  and  that  all  hough  banks  rnay  at- 
tempt to  evade  the  payment  of  their  issues  in  gold 
and  silver,  by  making  ihem  payable  al  a futuie  day, 
or  m the  notes  of  other  banks,  or  ant  other  evi- 
dence of  debt,  it  w ill  not  avail  them  against  a de- 
mand made  under  the  law.  There  being,  however, 
no  attorney  general  of  the  state,  with  whom  the 
hank  commissioner?  could  confi  r upon  this,  or  any 
oilier  point  that  might  arse  in  the  discharge  ot 
their  duties,  they  have  thought  proper  to  present 
Ihe  matter  to  the  consideration  of  the  general  as- 
sembly.” 

Under  the  head  of  “illegal  circulation ” the  is 
sues  of  the  following  banks  are  named. 

Maumee  Insurance  company, 

Ohio  Rail  road  company, 

Otis,  Arnold  and  company. 

Mechanics’  and  Traders’  association, 

E.  Eastin, 

Orphans’  Institute, 

Washington  Social  Library  society, 

Franklin  Silk  company, 

Monroe  Falls  Manufacturing  company. 

The  law  is  defective  in  prohibiting  the  issue  and 
circulation  of  unauthorised  paper.  Legislative  ac- 
tion is  recommended  to  supply  the  deficiency,  not 
only  in  relation  to  illegal  circulation,  but  also  in 
rpspect  to  “ foreign  bank  oioles  ” The  Bank  of  St. 
Clair  Michigan,  ha?  had  bills  lo  Ihe  amount  of 
$125,000  in  circulation  endorsed  “payable  at  the 
bank  of  Circleville”  in  Ohio — also  a small  amount 
of  paper  was  put  in  circulation  in  1838,  by  the 
B nlc  of  Poniiac,  Michigan,  payable  at  Sandusky, 
Ohio.  wh;cb  from  the  testimony  of  the  cashier  of 
the  Bank  of  Sandusky  has  been  discontinued — the 
amount  in  circulation  is  said  to  bp  small.  The  ar- 
rangement for  the  redemption  ofthe.se  notes  is  so 
I very  precaiions,  that  the  hill  holders,  are  in  iinrni 
1 nent  danger  of  loss,  in  the  opinion  of  the  commis- 
sioners. 

Stock  notes.  Under  this  head  the  commissioners 
say: 

“When  individuals  apply  to  the  legislature  for 
an  act  o(  incorporation  to  bank,  the  charter  is  grant 
ed  undpr  the  supposition  that  the  corporators  have, 
or  can  command,  the  real  capital  necessary  to  ah 
-orb  the  stock.  But  modern  banking  has  found  a 
substitute,  and  instead  of  paying  up  the  subscrip- 
tion upon  stock,  in  specie  or  its  equivalent,  in- 
stances are  not  uncommon  where  (tie  stock  note  of 
the  subscriber  is  taken  a«  money,  and  made  to  per- 
form its  office,  in  establishing  the  institution.” 

The  report  closes  with  some  remarks  on  the 
large  proportion  of  banking  facilities  monopolized 
by  the  directors  ri d officers  ot  the  banks;  on  the 
practice  of  charging  usurious  interest  by  discount- 
ing bills  of  exchange  instead  of  doing  domestic 
business  pappr,  and  a dissertation  upon  the  subject 
of  “exchange.”  We  shall  refer  to  Hie  report  again. 

[Dayton  Journal,  Jan.  21. 

ILLINOIS. 

The  Van  Boren  legislature  of  Illinois  have  passed 
a bill  to  pnable  the  slate  bank  to  relieve  its  credi- 
tors—The  hill  passed  gives  the  bank  power  to  re- 
new notes,  and  discount  paper.  Hie  proceeds  of  which 
are  to  devoted  to  the  payment  of  notes  heretolore 
execuled  to  the  hank. 

The  Illinois  house  of  representatives  has  passed, 

by  a vote  of  57  to  40,  resolutions  for  suspending 


operations  on  all  the  rail  roads  in  I hat  state.  The 
resolution?  require  the  finance  committee  to  report 
a bill  providing  for  the  tolal  suspension  of  all  public 
works  with  the  dismissal  of  operatives  and  engi- 
neers. A new  board  of  woiks  is  proposed  to  be 
created,  whose  duty  ii  shall  be  lo  wind  up  Ihe  busi- 
ness of  Ihe  late  board,  and  one  of  Ihe  rules  to  be 
adopted  for  its  guidance,  is  that  no  sale  of  state  stock 
is  to  be  made  at  less  than  par  value. 

MICHIGAN. 

Gov.  Wood  bridged  message.  After  touching  upon 
some  matters  relalive  to  the  state’s  representation 
in  congress,  gov.  Woodbridge  enters  upon  the  con- 
sideration ot  the  financial  affairs  of  Michigan.  It 
appears  that  from  the  period  of  its  commencement 
the  expenditures  of  the  stale  gavernment  have  ex- 
ceeded by  a large  amount  ils  fixed  and  ordinary  in- 
come. That  this  result  should  appear  in  a time  of 
general  peace  wit  lion  t extraordinary  exigencies  to 
call  for  large  disbmseint-nts,  iuij  lies  something  ra- 
dically delectiv  , in  the  opinion  of  the  governor, 
either  in  the  financial  system  adopted,  or  in  its 
modes  of  administration.  Vaiious  practices  incon- 
sistent w ith  sound  economy  aie  alluded  to  as  some 
of  the  causes  of  these  excessive  expenditures. — 
Among  such  it  is  thought  that  Ilie  principal  source 
of  wastelul  diffusion  ol  the  public  moneys  is  to  be 
found  in  the  custom  which  seems  to  have  obtained 
of  crowding  into  the  general  appropriation  law  pro- 
visions for  Ihe  payment  of  variuus  disconnected 
claims  upon  the  government — claims  often  obtain- 
ed suddenly,  in  the  way  of  amendments,  and  under 
circumstances  which  preclude  the  possibility  of  a 
full  ami  lair  consideration  of  them.  In  view  ol  this 
evil  tlie  governor  recommends  that  no  pecuniaiy 
appropriations,  except  such  as  concern  tlie  contin- 
gent expenses  of  Ihe  legislature,  be  permitted  to 
find  place  in  the  geneial  appropriation  law,  unless 
ii  be  on  the  tooting  of  a previous  special  report  of 
Ihe  auditor  general,  or  ol  some  of  the  appropriate 
standing  committees  of  that  branch  ot  the  legisla- 
ture in  which  the  claim  may  be. 

The  system  ol  internal  improvements  projected 
and  partially  carried  out,  and  pervading  all  pails  of 
Ihe  slate,  is  thought  to  be  altogether  too  extensive 
for  the  present  means  ol  the  commonwealth;  Every 
consideration  ol  prudence  fotbids,  says  the  gover- 
nor, the  further  prosecution  ol  this  great  and  favo- 
rite work.  Such  un  leitakmgs  as  are  nearly  finish- 
ed it  is  (brought  may  be  completed  with  such  means 
as  the  state  can  command,  and  the  idea  is  suggested 
that  other  woiks  which  the  state  under  present  cir- 
cumstances cannot  consistently  carry  on  might  be 
successfully  prosecuted  bv  private  companies  upon 
terms  lair  and  equitable.  The  hope  is  also  express- 
ed that  the  public  lands  within  Ihe  limits  of  the 
state  may,  by  the  action  of  the  general  government, 
b come  tlie  means  of  supplying  resources  for  the 
future  completion  cl  important  public  works.  In 
conclusion,  however,  upon  ilie  subject  of  internal 
improvement  the  message  recommends  an  imme- 
diate suspension  or  repeal  of  all  existing  laws  rela- 
tive to  the  system,  excepting  so  much  as  relates  to 
the  running  of  cars  upon  Ihe  rail  roads  already  in 
use,  the  regulation,  irceipt  and  application  of  the 
tolls  collected  thereon,  or  so  much  as  in  any  wise 
regards  the  receipt  ol  the  instalments  due  and  ac- 
cruing upon  the  five  millions  loan  and  Ihe  payment 
of  the  stipulated  interest.  In  connection  with  this 
it  is  thought  proper  that  a lull  and  clear  exposition 
of  the  actual  condition  of  every  pait  of  the  work 
comprised  in  the  general  plan  should  be  made  out 
and  be  submitted  !o  iiiSpeClion. 

The  message  allude*  lo  some  misunderstanding 
which  has  arisen  between  Ihe  agents  of  the  state 
employed  Hi  laying  out  the  route  of  a ship  canal, 
intended  to  roniu-ct  Lake  Superior  with  the  wa- 
tei ? of  the  lower  lakes,  and  the  United  States  au- 
thorities at  Fori  Brady.  A correspondence  on  the 
subject  had  been  opened  bv  the  lale  executive  of 
Michigan  with  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
which  will  be  shortly  submitted  to  the  legisla- 
ture. 

In  reference  to  the  providing  ways  and  means  to 
defray  the  charges  necessary  to  the  support  of  go- 
vernment, the  message  advises  a resort  to  direct  tax- 
ation. The  present  arrangements  with  regard  to 
the  assessment  and  collection  of  taxes  are  thought 
to  be  defective. 

The  subject  of  Ihe  currency  is  dwelt  upon  at 
some  length,  and  the  opinion  is  expressed  that  the 
only  radical  means  of  cure  for  present  disorders  are 
in  tlie  hands  of  the  national  government.  An  exa- 
mination however  is  urged  into  Ihe  banking  sys- 
t in  of  the  state,  w hich  lias  proved  to  be  wholly 
i ladequate  to  the  task  of  supplying  a sound  and 
equable  currency'.  An  increase  of  Ihe  circulating 
medium  is  thought  to  be  required  lor  the  successful 
prosecution  ot  business  and  the  ready  development 
of  the  resouicts  and  industry  of  the  state. 

[Balt.  Ainer.  Jan.  27.  . 
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FOi.l  I'ICS  OF  THE  DAY. 

The  acceptance.  In  reply  io  letters  from 
gen.  Owen,  ot  North  Carolina,  gen  Pf  grain.  of 
Virginia,  and  twenty  others,  (one  liom  each  stale 
represented),  gen.  Harrison  and  Mr.  Tyler  return 
ed  the  subjoined  answers,  accepting  the  noinina 
lion  of  the  If  iriisbnrg  convention. 

GENERAL  HARRISON’S  REPLY. 

North  Bend,  It )tli  Dec.  1839. 

Gentlemen:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge 
the  lec-ipt  of  yonr  letter  from  Harrisburg  of  the 
7lh  instant. 

However  objectionable  in  the  opinions  of  many 
of  our  fellow  citizens,  may  be  the  mode  ot  select- 
ing a candidate  for  the  two  highest  offices  ol  the 
government  by  a general  convention,  the  peculiar 
circumstances  in  which  the  party  opposed  to  the 
present  administration  were  placed,  seem  to  have 
left  them  no  alternative  to  secure  that  unity  ol  ac- 
tion so  necessary  to  theii  success.  The  niunberof 
states  represented,  and  the  exalted  characters  ot 
the  delegates  to  whom  the  delicate  task  of  nomi- 
nating a candidate  was  committed,  leaving  no  room 
to  doubt  that  their  decision  was  in  accordance  with 
the  wishes  of  the  majority  of  their  constituents,  I 
accept  with  gratitude  the  nomination  which,  in 
obedience  t>  a resolution  of  the  convention,  you 
have  done  uie,  gentlemen,  the  honor  to  communi- 
cate 

But  however  high  I may  value  this  evidence  of 
the  attachment  and  confidence  of  so  large  a por- 
tion of  my  fellow  citizens,  l must  beg  you  to  be- 
lieve, gentlemen,  that  no  one  is  more  thoroughly 
convinced  than  I am,  that  in  selecting  a retired 
and  unpretending  individual  to  be  their  candidate, 
the  convention  were  i finenced  by  circumstances 
often  occurring  in  popular  governments  to  set 
aside  the  higher  claims  of  other  c tizens,  al'hoiigli 
iounded  upon  the  possession  of  the  most  distin- 
guished talents  and  the  performance  ot  the  most 
eminent  services  to  their  country,  united  to  every 
other  quality  necessary  to  the  discharge  of  the 
duties  of  chiel  magistrate  of  this  great  republic. 

Ii  may  perhaps  be  expected  that  I should  em- 
brace this  occasion  to  declare  the  principles  upon 
which  the  administration  will  be  conducted,  it  Uie 
efforts  of  my  friends  to  place  ine  in  the  presiden- 
tial chair  should  prove  successful.  But  having,  in 
a letter  to  the  lion.  Hariner  Dennv,  and  in  another 
to  the  hon.  Sherrod  Williams,  both  of  which  have 
been  made  public,  given  my  views  at  some  length 
of  the  character  and  exlmit  of  the  powers  vested 
bv  the  constitution  in  the  president,  l consider  it 
unnecessary  to  repeat  them  here. 

1 deem  it.  however,  gentlemen,  proper  at  this 
time  to  renew  the  assurance  heretofore  fr<  queutly 
made,  that  should  I be  elected  to  the  presidency,  1 
will  under  no  circumstances  consent  to  be  a candi- 
date for  a second  term. 

With  the  highest  consideration,  gentlemen,  for 
yourselves  and  those  you  represent.  I am,  vour 
fel  ow  citizen,  AY.  H.  HARRISON. 

To  the  hon.  John  Owen,  of  N.  Carolina,  fc. 

GOVERNOR  TYLER  S REPLY. 

Williamsburg,  Va.  Dec  16,  1333. 

Gentlemen:  Tne  nomination  which,  as  the 
organs  of  the  late  Harrisburg  convention,  y ou  have 
communicated  to  me,  is  accepted  with  a sensibility 
greatly  augmented  by  the  tact,  that  whilst  it  is  a 
result  in  no  way  contemplated  by  me,  it  was  at- 
tended by  the  unanimous  conenrrenee  of  that  en- 
lightened and  patriotic  body.  To  have  my  name 
associated  with  that  of  the  eminent  patriot  who  is 
pul  in  nomination  for  the  first'  office,  is  of  itsell 
regarded  b)'  me  as  no  ordinary  honor.  His  long 
and  faithful  services  to  the  country,  at  the  council 
board  and  in  the  field,  have  won  for  him  .a  distin- 
guished name  in  history,  and  furnish  the  surest 
guarantee  ttiat  should  he  be  elevated  by  the  popu- 
lar voice  to  the  chief  executive  office,  his  adminis- 
tration of  governmental  affairs  will  be  just  and  pm 
dent,  and  wise.  With  the  con-dilution  for  his  guide, 
and  ihe  good  of  his  country  his  only  aim.  I doubt 
not  bni  that  his  exertions  would  be  exclusively  di- 
rected to  uphold  the  one,  and  to  advance  the  other. 
The  fr  end  and  supporter  of  Jefferson,  of  Madison 
and  Monroe,  and  the  immediate  descendant  of  a 
signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  can  be 
none  other  than  true  to  his  early  republican  cr  ed, 
and  the  devoted  advocate  of  free  principles  and  of 
popular  rights.  I have  the  honor  to  he  gentlemen, 
your  obedient  servant,  JOHN  TYLER. 

John  Owen,  esq.  and  others  o f the  committee. 
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January  30.  The  following  memorials  and  peti- 
tions were  presented: 

Bv  Mr.  Plielp s resolutions  from  the  Legislature 
of  Ver  non t , remonstrating  against  the  reding  of 

the  public  lamia  to  the  states  in  which  they  lie. 


By  Mr.  Webster,  a memorial,  numerously  and  le- 
spec  ably  signed  bv  citizens  of  Boston,  asking  a 
erau  hat  k on  the  coal  us- d in  the  steam  packets. 
As  the  subject  was  already  before  Ihe  senate,  from 
aiiot lie r quaiter,  and  bad  been  repoited  on,  lie  would 
move  that  il  lie  on  I be  table. 

By  Mr.  Davis,  from  citizens  of  St.  Joseph’s, 
Florida,  asking  for  the  division  of  a collection 
district. 

Also,  from  citizens  of  Apalachicola,  asking  that  a 
light-house  be  er  cted  at  Cape  San  Bias. 

By  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  from  citizens  of  that 
state,  asking  the  change  of  a certain  mail  route. 

Also,  Irom  William  Morrow,  asking  to  lie  re- 
lieved on  account  of  a contract,  which  he  alleges  to 
have  been  violated  on  the  part  of  t he  government 

By  Mr.  Williams,  from  citizens  of  Maine,  pray- 
ing a reduction  ol  postage. 

By  Mr.  Fulton,  from  citizens  of  Arkansas,  asking 
for  an  appiopriation  for  the  improvement  ot  Bayou 
Bartholomew. 

By  Mr.  Sturgeon,  from  citizens  of  Philadelphia, 
asking  that  the  laws  in  relation  to  the  sale  and  trans- 
fer of  ships  be  amended. 

Also,  Irom  citizens  of  the  same  city  in  relation 
to  slavery.  The  motion  to  receive  this  petition  was 
ordered  to  Ije  on  tile  table. 

Mr.  Grundy.  Irom  Hie  special  committee  appoint- 
ed on  the  resolutions  offered  by  Mr.  Benton  in  re- 
gaid  lo  the  debts  ol  the  states,  made  a report,  con- 
cluding with  resolutions,  cone u i ring  almost  uhollv 
with  the  resolutions  referred. 

The  report  was  read  by  Mr.  G.  and  its  arguments 
were  chiefly  directed  against  the  debts  of  one  por- 
tion ol  Ihe  people  being  paid  by  another;  against 
gelling  in  debt  at  all;  and  long  and  most  decisively 
against  any  distribution  among  the  states  of  a sur 
plus  revenue,  or  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands. 

Air.  Benton  moved  the  printing  of  30,000  extra 
copies  of  the  report. 

An  earnest  and  animated  debate  was  continued 
throughout  the  day  bv  Messrs.  Nicholas.  Grundy, 
Crittenden,  Beni  n,  Smith,  ol  Indiana,  Southard, 
Brown,  Preston,  King  and  Webster. 

On  motion  ot  Mr.  King,  Hie  report  was  recom- 
mitted to  the  same  committee,  without  instructions, 
to  be  modified  by  them  according  to  their  views 
alter  this  debate. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

January  31.  The  vice  president  laid  before  I lie 
senate  a report  of  the  secretary  of  war,  made  in 
obedience  to  a resolution  of  the  senate  of  Hie  15th 
instant,  in  relation  to  infernal  improvements  in  the 
territory  of  Wisconsin;  which  was  read,  and  order- 
ed to  be  printed. 

Also,  a representation  from  Johiel  Brooke,  late 
Indian  agent;  which  was  referred  to  the  committee 
on  private  land  claims. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  presented  the  petit  ion  of 
Williamson  Smith,  praying  remuneration  for  ex- 
penses incurred  and  services  performed  by  him. 
under  a contract  with  a government  agent,  for  the 
removal  of  the ’Cherokee  Indians;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  the  judiciary. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  presented  the  petition  of 
a number  of  citizens  of  Philadelphia.  Pa.  and  of 
citizens  of  Hie  state  of  Maine,  for  a congress  of  na- 
tions; which  was  referred  to  the  committee  on 
foreign  relations. 

Mr.  Linn  presented  the  petition  of  the  heirs  of 
Joseph  Thompson,  deceased,  praying  Hip  confirma- 
tion of  their  title  to  a tract  of  land;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  private  land  claims. 

Mr.  Grundy , from  the  select  committee,  to 
which  was  recommitted  the  report  submitted 
yesterday  on  the  resolution  offered  some  time  sinee 
by  Mr.  Benton,  in  opposition  to  the  assumption  of 
the  debts  of  the  states  by  the  gpneral  government, 
reported  it,  with  some  modifications;  which  were 
read. 

A discussion  ensued,  in  which  Messrs.  Grundy. 
Hubbard,  and  Wright  sustained  and  advocat- d Hie 
report,  and  Messrs.  Preston.  Southard,  and  Merrick 
opposed  it;  when  it  was  informally  passed  over 

The  senale  went  into  exeeutive  business;  and 
then  adjourned  until  Monday. 

February  3.  TIip  vice  president  communicated  to 
the  senate  a report  from  the  secietary  of  the  trea- 
sury, showing  tlie  contracts  made  in  that  depart- 
ment for  1839. 

Also,  from  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
enclosing  a report  Irom  the  superintendent  of  the 
mint. 

The  following  memorials  and  petitions  were  pre- 
sented and  referred: 

By  Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  spveral  petitions  of 
malp  and  female  citizens  of  Jefferson  county,  I n - 
I diana,  against  slavery  in  different  forms;  and  on  the 
qo  -stiun  of  tlifcir  reception,  the  motion  was  laid  on 

(the  table. 


| By  Mr.  Buchanan,  several  peti’ions  of  a like 
| kind,  on  which  the  motion  to  receive  was  iuid  on 
the  table. 

) Also,  liom  citizens  of  York  and  Adams  counties, 
in  Pennsy  Ivania,  asking  fli.H  a modeia'e  duty  might 
be  imposed  on  silk  imported  into  the  United  Stales. 

Also,  from  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  asking  Hie 
same.  Mr.  B.  said  he  was  instructed  lo  sav  that 
this  memorial  was  signed  by  every  large  importing 
house  in  I hat  city. 

Also,  from  citizens  of  Philadelphia  in  relation  to 
the  employment  of  a steam  cutter  in  the  Delaware 
bay. 

Also,  Horn  certain  roach  lace  weavers  in  New- 
ark, N.  J.  stating  that,  by  a ronstrnction  of  the 
points  in  regard  to  the  revenue  laws,  German  silk 
lace  can  be  imported  cheaper  than  the  common 
worsted  lace  can  be  manufactured.  They  com- 
plain I tint  the  decisions  of  the  court  are  wrong,  and 
those  of  Hie  treasury  right,  and  ask  the  attention  of 
congress. 

Also,  from  Barnet  Gibbons,  asking  remuneration 
for  property  in  a vessel  in  which  he  was  conveying 
I troops  io  Florida. 

■ By  Mr.  Benton,  several  petitions  from  officers  of 
| the  line  of  the  army,  asking  an  equalization  of  their 
| pay  with  the  staff. 

By  Mr.  Clay  from  J.  L.  Smith  and  others,  ask- 
ing  that  a new  department  of  the  government  in.iy 
he  formed  to  preside  over  education  and  agriculture. 
The  petition  goes  into  a history  of  the  advantages 
to  be  derived  irom  such  a department  of  Hie  go- 
vernment in  the  coIbcUon  and  dissemination  of 
useful  knowledge,  in  the  propagation  ol  seeds,  im- 
plements of  husbandry  ice. 

By  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  from  a battalion  of 
troops  in  relation  to  property  destroyed  in  the  Flori- 
da war.  (horses.  &c. ) w hose  claims  were  njeried 
by  the  third  auditor  as  not  coming  within  the  laws. 

On  motion  ol  Air.  Hubbard,  the  • bill  to  provide 
lor  the  paymeni  ol  damages  su-tained  bv  indivi- 
duals by  wars  with  Ihe  Indian  trib.  s m 1 s:j  t w.,s 
taken  up,  and  made  the  older  of  ttie  day  lor  Aluii- 
day  week  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pierce,  the  “hill  to  continue 
the  office  of  commissioner  ol  pensions,  and  to'rans- 
fer  the  pension  business  heretofore  transacted  in  Hie 
navy  d partment  to  that  office,'’  was  considered  in 
com  mi  i tee  ol  the  whole,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

A joint  resolution  was  in'rodticed  by  Mr,  Tap- 
pan, to  the  eiiect  that  all  pelilions  presented  to 
either  house  of  congress,  and  unfavorably  reported 
on,  should  not  again  be  received,  unless  on  affidavit 
of  some  additional  and  important  testimony. 

A resolution  was  submitted  by  Mr.  Smith,  of 
Conneeiicut,  calling  on  Hie  secretary  of  war  to  stale 
the  (inference  ol  cost  belween  cast  iron  cannon  and 
wrought  and  brass  cannon,  and  Hie  comparative 
value  of  each  kind. 

The  senate  resinned  the  consideration  of  Hip  re- 
port of  the  select  committee  on  Air  Benton's  reso- 
lutions, respecting  the  debts  of  the  states,  and  espe- 
cially in  regard  to  their  assumption  by  the  United 
States  govei nment. 

Air.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  spoke  at  large  in  vindica- 
tion of  the  report  and  committee,  and  against  the 
distribution  among  the  states  of  any  portion  of  the 
public  revenue,  and  mainly  on  the  ground  Ihat  it 
would  now  be  equivalent  to  an  assumption  of  the 
debts  of  Hie  states. 

Mr.  Crittenden  .replied  briefly,  and  mainly  to  the 
elfect  that  he  had  always  been  in  favor  of  a just  and 
equal  distribution  of  Hie  proceeds  of  t lie  lands 
among  the  statps  as  Hvir  rightful  property;  and 
much  more  would  lie  now  be  in  favor  of  it  when 
some  of  them  were  iri  difficulty. 

The  sendte  adjourned. 

February  4.  The  vice  president  communicated 
lo  the  si  nate  a leport  I ruin  Hie  secretary  of  the 
treasury  in  compliance  with  a resolution,  of  the 
donation  claims  and  settlement  lights  in  the  state 
of  Mississippi. 

A l-o.  from  the  war  department  an  abstract  report 
of  the  returns  of  the  militia. 

Air.  Tappi/n  gave  his  views  at  some  length  i ; re- 
lation to  certain  petitions  sent  him  from  Ohio,  and 
declined  to  present  them. 

Air.  Preston  returned  him  thanks,  in  Ihe  name  of 
Hip  south,  for  Ihp  stand  taken  by  him. 

The  following  memorials  and  petitions  were  pre- 
sented and  referred: 

By  Mr.  Fulton,  from  Henry  Wilson,  asking  to 
loeate  iinapnroprialed  public  lands. 

By  Air.  Young,  from  the  Galena  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  asking  an  appropriation  lor  Ihe  remnv  al 
of  certain  obstructions  in  the  lower  rapids  of  the 
Al  is«’S«ippi  ri ver. 

By  Mr  While,  from  citizens  of  Wisconsin,  ask- 
ing that  certain  lands  in  Milwauke  land  district 
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may  be  exposed  to  sale,  and  pre-emption  rights 
granted  to  settlers  thereon. 

By  Mr.  Linn,  from  certain  citizens,  asking  sur- 
veys to  be  made  with  a view  to  the  creation  of  a 
ship  channel  across  the  Isthmus  of  Panama. 

By  Mr.  Merrick , from  the  directors  of  the  Bank 
of  Alexandria,  asking  an  extension  of  the  charter 
tor  the  purpose  of  winding  up  business. 

Also,  from  Noah  Fairbank,  in  relation  to  se- 
curing steamboats  against  the  disasters  of  fire. 

Mr.  Benton , from  the  committee  on  military 
affairs,  reported  a bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  com- 
panies of  Michigan  militia. 

Mr.  Merrick,  from  the  committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  reported  a bill  to  authorise  the  erec- 
tion of  a hospital  in  the  city  of  Washington,  and 
for  olher  purposes. 

Mr.  Nicholas  introduced  a bill  to  authorise 
Louisiana  to  sell  the  lands  heretofore  appropriated 
for  the  use  of  schools. 

Mr.  Fulton  introduced  a bill  to  perfect  the  titles 
to  lands  south  of  the  river  Arkansas,  held  under 
New  Madrid  locations  and  pre-emption  rights  of 
1814. 

Mr.  Linn  introduced  a bill  to  quiet  the  titles  of 
certain  land  claimants  in  the  states  of  Missouri  and 
Arkansas. 

Mr.  White  submitted  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed  to 
inform  the  senate  what  means  have  been  taken  to  as- 
certain and  satisfy  the  debts  of  the  Winnebago  In- 
dians, for  the  payment  of  which  the  residuary  sum  of 
$159,000  was  appropriated  by  the  treaty  of  November, 
1837,  made  with  that  nation.  Also,  what  causes  have 
interposed  to  prevent  the  removal  of  these  Indians  west 
of  the  Mississippi  in  pursuance  of  said  treaty. 

Resolved,  That,  the  committee  on  roads  and  canals 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  causing  a survey  to  be 
made  of  the  Ohio  river,  at  the  little  falls,  with  a view  to 
ascertain  the  practicability  of  improving  the  navigation 
thereof. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr.  Web- 
ster, was  taken  up  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  commerce  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  whether  the  laws  respecting  vessels 
propelled  by  steam  do  not  require  amendment,  and 
whether  it  be  not  expedient,  among  other  provisions, 
to  make  the  following,  viz: 

1st.  That  the  owners  or  masters  of  all  steamboats  or 
vessels  propelled  in  whole  or  in  part  by  steam,  employ- 
ed in  the  transportation  of  passengers,  orof  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  or  of  both,  for  hire,  shall  be 
deemed  to  all  intents  and  purposes  common  carriers 
thereof,  and  shall  be  liable  to  all  the  duties  and  respon- 
sibilities imposed  on  such  carriers  by  the  common  law. 
And  every  restriction,  limitation,  or  qualification,  of  any 
such  duties  and  responsibilities,  by  any  special  notice 
or  contract,  or  other  proceeding  on  the  part  of  such 
carriers,  shall  be  deemed  utterly  void  and  of  no  validity, 
or  force,  or  effect  whatever. 

2d.  That  whenever  any  loss,  damage,  or  injury, 
shall  occur  to  any  passenger,  or  to  any  goods,  wares,  or 
merchandise  on  board  of  any  such  steamboat  or  other 
vessel  propelled  in  whole  or  in  part  by  steam,  from  fire 
or  steam,  or  collision  with  any  other  vessel,  the  same 
shall  be  deemed  full  prirna  facie  evidence  of  negligence 
sufficient  to  charge  the  proprietors  of  such  steamboat 
or  other  vessel  propelled  by  steam,  and  those  in  their 
employment,  with  the  full  amount  of  such  loss,  or 
damage,  or  injury,  until  they  shall  show,  beyond  any 
reasonable  doubt,  that  no  negligence  whatever  had  oc- 
curred on  their  part. 

3d.  That  if  any  inspector  or  inspectors,  appointed 
under  the  law  to  which  this  is  a supplement,  shall  care- 
lessly or  negligently  perform  the  duties  required  of  them 
by  law,  or  shall  make  or  sign  any  certificate  required 
by  the  same  act,  knowing  the  same  to  contain  any  false 
statement,  he  and  they  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  high 
misdemeanor,  and  shall,  on  conviction  thereof  before 
any  court  o.f  the  United  States  having  competent  juris- 
diction, be  punished  by  fine  not  exceeding  $500,  and 
by  imprisonment  not  exceeding  ninety  days,  according 
to  the  aggravation  of  the  offence,  and  shall  also  be  lia- 
ble in  civil  action  to  all  damages  which  shall  be  occa- 
sioned thereby  to  any  person  or  persons  whatever;  and 
that  the  committee  be  instructed  further  to  inquire  and 
report  to  the  senate  what  judicial  decisions  have  been 
made  under  the  existing  law,  and  especially  whether  it 
has  been  the  effect  of  any  such  decision  to  render  the 
existing  law  imoperative  in  any  part  of  the  country. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Preston  calling  on  the  pre- 
sident for  the  causes  of  the  removal  of  governor 
Call,  of  Florida,  was  taken  up,  and,  after  being  so 
amended  as  to  strike  out  so  much  as  requests  the 
president  to  “give  his  reasons,”  was  adopted. 

The  senate  having  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  report  of  the  committee  on  Mr.  Benton’s  resolu- 
tion in  regard  to  the  debts  of  the  states — 

Mr.  Phelps  addressed  the  senate  in  opposition  to 
the  sentiments  and  printing  of  the  report,  but 
especially  in  vindication  of  the  state  of  Vermont, 
who  was  not  in  debt,  from  the  charge  that  her  de- 
sire and  request  that  the  proceeds  of  the  public 
lands  should  be  equally  distributed  among  the  states 
amounted  at  all  to  a proposition  lor  assuming  the 
debts  of  the  states. 


At  the  request  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  who  expressed  a 
desire  to  speak  to-morrow  on  the  subject,  it  was 
informally  passed  over,  and  the  senate  adjourned. 

February  5.  Memorials  and  petitions  were  pre- 
sented by  Messrs.  Clay,  Tallmadge,  Williams, 
Roane,  Pierce  and  Young,  all  of  which  were  refer- 
red. 

Mr.  Prentiss,  from  the  committee  on  the  public 
lands,  reported  a bill  to  provide  for  satisfying  out- 
standing claims  to  bounty  lands  for  military  servi- 
ces in  the  late  war,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  Benton,  from  the  committee  on  military  af- 
fairs, reported  a bill  to  authorise  the  president  of 
the  United  States  to  raise  fifteen  hundred  men  for 
the  defence  of  Florida. 

Mr.  Hubbard  introduced  a bill  for  the  settlement 
of  the  claims  of  New  Hampshire  against  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Ala.  introduced  a joint  resolution  for 
taking  the  ensuing  census  of  the  United  States. 

The  resolutions  submitted  yesterday  were  taken 
up  and  adopted. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Ala.  submitted  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  public  lands  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a higher  mini- 
mum price  for  the  lands  contained  in  the  Miami  Re- 
serve, situated  in  the  state  of  Indiana. 

The  bill  to  repeal  certain  acts  respecting  navy 
pensions,  and  making  further  provisions  in  relation 
iojjpvy  pensions,  was  read  a third  lime,  and  passed. 
Mr.  Preston  submitted  the  following  resolution: 
Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  di- 
rected to  inform  the  senate  whether,  in  his  annual  re- 
port made  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  session 
of  congress,  and  the  estimates  therein  contained  of  ex- 
penditures proposed  for  the  current  year,  he  has  includ- 
ed any  sum  or  proposed  any  appropriation  for  the  con- 
struction and  continuation  of  the  Cumberland  road, 
and,  if  not,  whether  the  omission  was  unintentional  or 
designed. 

Mr.  P.  wished  to  have  it  adopted  at  once,  but 
Mr.  Allen  objecting,  it  will  lie  over  one  day. 

The  senate  having  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  report  of  the  select  committee  on  Mr.  Benton’s 
resolutions  in  regard  to  the  debts  of  the  states — 
Mr.  Calhoun  addressed  the  senate  at  length,  chief- 
ly on  the  subject  of  a distribution  amongthe  states  of 
a surplus  revenue  or  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands; 
and  on  the  evils  of  a protective  tariff,  from  which 
he  argued  the  embarrassments  of  the  country  had 
chiefly  arisen,  and  that  it  was  injurious  even  to  the 
manufactures. 

Mr.  Preston  argued  briefly  that  all  had  been  done 
on  this  subject  which  could  be  done,  or  ought  to 
be  done;  and  that  by  the  full  concessions  on  the 
otherside  that  the  states  were  amply  able  and  wholly 
disposed  to  pay  the  debts  contracted  by  them,  a 
great  part  of  the  mischief  which  the  report  might 
otherwise  have  done  was  probably  counteracted. 
He  therefore  moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject  and 
the  report  on  the  table. 

Negatived  by  yeas  and  nays  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Betts,  Clay,  of  Ky.  Clayton,  Crit- 
tinden,  Dixon,  Henderson.  Merrick,  Phelps,  Prentiss, 
Preston,  Rugeles,  Smith,  of  Ind.  Southard,  Spence, 
Tallmade,  White — 16. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Grundy, 
Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Mouton,  Nicholas, 
Norvell,  Pierce,  Roane,  Robinson,  Sevier,  « Smith,  of 
Con.  Sturgeon,  Strange,  Tappan,  Walker,  Wall,  Wil- 
liams, Wright,  Young — 29. 

The  question  now  being  on  printing  the  usual 
number  of  copies  of  the  report — 

Mr.  Smith  and  Mr.  Henderson  briefly  assigned 
their  reasons  for  voting  in  favor  of  the  motion,  but 
could  not  be  heard  by  the  reporter  for  the  noise. 

The  usual  number  of  copies  were  then  ordered  to 
be  printed,  by  yeas  and  nays  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Betts,  Brown,  Bu- 
chanan, Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Ala.  Cuthbert.  Dixon,  Fulton, 
Grundy,  Henderson,  Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin, 
Mouton,  Nicholas,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Prentiss.  Roane, 
Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Conn.  Smith,  of  Indiana, 
Sturgeon,  Strange,  Tallmadge,  Tappan,  Walker,  Wall, 
White,  Williams.  Wright,  Young— 36. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Clay,  of  Ky.  Clayton,  Crittenden, 
Merrick,  Phelps,  Ruggles,  Southard,  Spence — 8 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Grundy,  the  subject  of  the  re- 
poit  was  postponed,  and  made  the  special  order  for 
Monday  next. 

Mr.  Benton,  (his  motion  being  now  in  order  by 
his  having  given  a previous  notice  ofit),  moved  the 
printing  of  30,000  extra  copies  of  the  report. 

Aftei  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Prentiss  and  Mr. 
Lumpkin— 

The  question  was  put,  and  30,000  copies  of  the 
report  were  ordered  to  be  printed,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buohanan, 
Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Ala.  Cuthbert,  Fidton,  Grundy.  Hub- 
hard,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Mouton,  Norvell,  Pierce, 
Roane,  Robinson,  Smith,  of  Conn.  Sturgeon,  Strange. 
Tappan,  Walker,  Wall,  Williams,  Wright,  Young — 27. 


NAYS — Messrs.  Beits,  Clay,  of  Kv.  Clayton,  Crit- 
tenden, Dixon, Henderson,  Merrick,  Nicholas, Phelps, 
Prentiss,  Preston,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Indiana, 
Southard,  Spence,  Tallmadge,  White — 18. 

And  then  the  senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  Jan.  30.  The  unfinished  business  of 
yesterday  was  the  consideration  of  the  several  pro- 
positions pending  in  relation  to  the  public  printing 
of  the  house  of  representatives,  and  which  were 
immediately  as  follows: 

First,  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Giddings,  in  the  fol- 
lowing terms: 

Resolved,  That,  until  the  further  order  of  the  house, 
the  clerk  be  directed  to  procure  tile  printing  of  the 
house  to  be  done  by  such  persons  as  will  do  it  with 
the  least  expense  to  government.” 

To  which  Mr.  Graves  heretofore  moved  the  fol- 
lowing amendment: 

“ Resolved , That  the  whole  subject  of  the  public  print- 
ing, together  with  the  communication  of  Gales  & Sea- 
ton, on  that  subject,  be  referred  to  a select  committee, 
to  inquire  into  the  best  plan  of  executing  the  same,  and 
to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and  that  the  priming 
which  has  been  or  may  hereafter  be  ordered  be  exe- 
cuted in  all  things  except  prices,  in  the  manner  pre- 
scribed by  the  joint  resolution  of  congress  relating  to 
that  matter,  approved  March  3,  1819.  And  the  clerk 
of  this  house,  under  the  supervision  and  control  of  the 
committee  of  accounts,  is  hereby  authorised  to  make  a 
contract  or  contracts  with  some  suitable  person  or  per- 
sons to  execute  said  work  upon  the  best  terms  it  can  be 
done  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  provided  the  prices 
shall  not  exceed  those  fixed  by  the  aforesaid  joint  reso- 
lution of  1819.” 

To  which  amendment  Mr.  Rice  Garland  hereto- 
fore moved  the  following  amendment:  Insert  after 
the  word  “same”  the  following: 

“And  into  the  expediency  of  entirely  separating  the 
patronage  from  the  newspaper  or  public  press  of  the 
country.” 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Indiana,  who  was  entitled  to  fhe 
floor  from  yesterday,  rose  arid  said  that,  since  he 
had  had  the  honor  of  a seat  in  this  body,  his  course 
had  uniformly  been  of  that  character  which  was 
conducive  to  the  despatch  of  the  public  business; 
and  although  he  had  intended,  in  justice  to  himself 
and  to  bis  own  sense  of  duty,  to  have  replied  to 
some  of  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky, (Mr.  Graves),  yet  he  was  willing  to  forego 
this  intention,  and  to  make  one  more  effort  to  bring 
the  house  to  a vote  on  the  proposition  which  he 
had  intended  to  have  submitted  the  day  before  yes- 
terday. 

Before  he  took  his  seat,  he  desired  to  make  one 
or  two  explanatory  observations.  He  was  about  to 
make  an  effort  to  lay  upon  the  table  the  proposi- 
tions which  were  now  pending  before  the  house, 
with  a view  to  bring  the  house,  if  he  could,  to 
a direct  vote  on  his  own.  And,  in  order  that  he 
might  distinctly  understand  his  own  position,  he 
would  inquire  of  the  chair  whether  it  was  in  order 
for  him  1o  move  to  lay  on  the  table  the  proposition 
of  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana,  (Mr.  R.  Gar- 
land) , without  connecting  with  it  the  proposition 
of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Graves). 

The  speaker  said  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  chair, 
a motion  to  lay  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Graves),  on  the  table,  would 
carry  with  it  the  whole  subject  matter. 

Mr.  Davis  continued.  He  was  admonished,  not 
only  by  his  own  sense  of  what  was  right,  but  by 
the  condition  of  the  country,  of  the  necessity  of 
proceeding  to  the  transaction  of  the  public  busi- 
ness— of  carrying  out  the  great  purposes  for  which 
they  had  assembled.  He  would,  therefore,  he  repeat- 
ed, forego  the  determination  of  justifying  himself  to 
the  house  for  the  course  he  had  taken,  and,  in  order 
to  get  at  the  business  of  the  country  in  ^ legal  and 
constitutional  form,  acting  underlavrs  already  exist- 
ing in  relation  to  the  public  printing,  acting  under 
a resolution  of  this  house  adopted  many  days  ago, 
that  they  would  go  into  the  election  o(  public  prin- 
ter, he  should  move  to  lay  these  various  propositions 
on  the  table,  with  fhe  distinct  understanding  that  he 
desired  to  introduce  his  own  proposition,  and  that 
he  made  the  motion,  (if.it  was  competent  for  him 
to  do  so),  for  the  purpose  of  introducing  that  pro- 
position. 

Tlie  speaker.  No  such  conditional  motion  can  be 
entertained. 

Mr.  Davis.  I will  then  try  another  expedient. 
Where  a motion  to  suspend  the  rule,  to  lay  on  the 
table,  or  to  reconsider  for  a specific  object  has  been 
made,  and  the  object  distinctly  avowed,  the  cour- 
tesy of  this  house  lias  never  denied  to  a member 
the  right  or  opportunity  to  carry  out  his  intention. 
I move  to  lay  the  pending  propositions  on  the  table, 
for  the  purpose  of  introducing  a resolution  which  I 
send  to  the  chair,  and  which  I desire  may  be  read 
for  information;  for  I am  sure,  looking  to  some  re- 
marks which  fell  yesterday  from  the  gentleman 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— FEB.  8,  1840— CONGRESS. 


881 


from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Graves),  that  my  proposi- 
tion is  not  distinctly  understood  by  the  house. 

Mr.  Rice  Garland.  I notify  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana,  since  he  talks  of  courtesy,  and  since  he 
was  one  of  those  who  attempted  yesterday  to  de- 
prive me  of  my  right  to  move  an  amendment,  that 
I shall  object 

[Very  loud  calls  to  order.] 

The  proposition  of  Mr.  Davis,  as  heretofore  re- 
ported, was  then  read. 

Mr.  Black  asked  leave  to  have  read,  for  informa- 
lion,  a proposition  which  he  would  send  to  the 
chair,  and  which,  he  gave  notice,  lie  should  oiler 
1o  the  house  if  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  pre- 
-vailea. 

Mr.  B’s  proposition,  (of  which  the  reporter  could 
not  procure  a copy),  was  then  read. 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Indiana,  again  submitted  his  mo- 
tion to  lay  the  pending  propositions  on  the  table; 
on  which  mo’ion  the  yeas  and  nays,  (having  been 
demanded  in  several  quartern),;  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Lewis  Williams  moved  a call  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Rice  Garland  inquired  w hether,  as  proposi- 
tions were  being  read  for  information,  it  was  in 
order  for  him  to  move  the  reading  of  an  order,  is- 
sued in  the  ‘'Globe”  of  last  evening,  in  relation  to 
this  matter? 

Mr.  Black  hoped  the  gentleman  might  be  per- 
mitted to  have  it  read. 

[Loud  calls  to  order.] 

Mr.  Lewis  Williams  insisted  on  his  motion  for 
a call  of  the  house,  and  asked  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  were — yeas 
170,  nays  14. 

So  the  call  was  ordered. 

And,  the  roll  having  been  called  over,  208  mem- 
bers answered  to  their  names.  The  names  of  the  ab- 
sentees were  then  called  over,  when  there  appeared 
present  218  members. 

The  doors  were  then  closed,  excuses  were  re- 
ceived, several  motions  for  enforcing  the  call,  &c. 
were  made;  when 

Mr.  Black  moved  a suspension  of  all  further  pro- 
ceedings thereon. 

Mr.  Lewis  Williams  asked  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  were — yeas 
120,  nays  87. 

So  all  further  proceedings  on  the  call  were  dis- 
pensed with,  aud  the  doors  were  opened. 

Tile  question  then  recurring  on  the  molion  to  lay 
on  the  table, 

Mr.  Rariden  rose  and  inquired  of  the  chair  whe- 
ther the  office  of  public  printer  was  created  by  any 
law  or  joint  resolution  of  the  two  houses,  and  whe- 
ther the  compensation  was  fixed  thereby? 

The  speaker  replied  that,  by  permission  of  the 
house,  the  clerk  could  read  the  law. 

The  clerk  having  proceeding  to  find  the  law. 

Mr.  Rariden  (referring  to  the  interrogatory  above) 
went  on  to  inquire,  and,  if  that  be  the  case,  whe- 
ther the  house  has  power  to  change  the  compensa- 
tion after  the  election  of  a printer. 

[Loud  calls  to  order.] 

The  speakei  said  that  that  was  not  a matter  for 
the  chair  to  decide. 

Mr.  Black  inquired  of  the  speaker  whether,  if 
the  motion  lo  lay  on  the  table  prevailed,  it  would 
be  in  order  to  offer  any  other  proposion  in  relation 
to  the  subject? 

The  speaker.  The  chair  is  looking  into  that  ques- 
tion, and  will  decide  it  when  it  comes  up  in  order. 

Mr.  Stanly  desired  information  of  the  chair. — 
Would  it  not  require  a vote  of  two-thirds  to  bring 
this  subject  again  before  the  house,  if  the  motion  to 
lay  on  the  table  should  now  prevail? 

The  speaker  said  that,  if  there  was  any  other 
matter  which  had  the  priority,  the  subject  could 
not  again  he  taken  up  but  by  a vote  of  two-thirds. 

The  clerk  being  then  about  to  read  the  law  above 
referred  to — 

Mr.  Beatly  objected. 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Indiana,  wished  his  motion  to  be 
distinctly  understood.  It  was  to  lay  on  the  table 
the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana, 
(Mr.  R.  Garland),  and  the  proposition  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Graves).  Mr.  D. 
would  inquire  whether  the  prior  proposition  offered 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Giddings), 
would  also  go  to  the  table  with  the  others,  if  the 
motion  prevailed? 

The  speaker  said  that  the  motion,  if  it  should  pre- 
vail, would,  of  course,  take  with  it  the  whole  sub- 
ject matter. 

Mr.  Black  again  making  the  point  of  order,  above 
stated  as  coining  from  him — 

The  speaker  said  he  would  decide  it  when  it  came 
regularly  up. 

Mr.  Urise  protested  against  the  mode  of  proceed- 
ing here  adopted.  Let  the  house  decide  upon  mat- 
ters before  it,  and  not  upon  questions  in  anticipa- 
tion. 


Mr.  Davis  then  modified  his  motion  so  as  to  lay 
the  whole  subject  on  the  table. 

The  reading  of  the  various  pending  propositions 
was  then  called  for;  and  they  were  accordingly  read 
in  the  order  in  which  they  are  given  above;  Mr. 
Rice  Garland  having  modified  his  proposition  so  as 
to  insert  the  word  “political”  before  the  word 
“newspaper.” 

And  the  question  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Davis,  to 
lay  the  whole  subject  on  the  table,  was  then  taken, 
(by  yeas  and  nays,  as  heretofore  ordered),  and  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative:  Yeas  116,  nays  10S. 

So  the  whole  subject  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Indiana,  then  rose  and  said  that,  in 
order  to  carry  into  practice  the  views  he  had  ex- 
pressed in  relation  to  the  transaction  of  the  public 
business,  he  was  about  to  make  another  motion. 
He  desired  that  the  resolution  which  he  had  sent  to 
the  clerk’s  table  this  morning  might  now  be  read. 

Mr.  Rice  Garland  objected  to  the  introduction  of 
this  resolution  as  being  out  of  order,  except  by  a 
suspension  of  the  rule. 

Mr.  Black  appealed  to  Mr.  Davis  to  yield  the 
tloor  to  allow  him  to  olfer  a substitute. 

Mr.  R.  Garland  insisted  on  his  point  of  order. 

The  speaker  requested  Mr.  Garland  to  reduce  it 
to  writing. 

Pending  wffiich — 

Mr.  Dawson  called  for  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Indiana,  insisted  that  he  had  the 
floor — that  he  had  not  yet  yielded  it. 

The  speaker  said  the  gentleman  from  Indiana, 
(Mr.  Davis),  had  the  floor;  the  gentleman  from 
Louisiana,  (Mr.  Garland),  being  in  the  act  of  re- 
ducing his  point  of  order  to  writing. 

During  which  operation,  a number  of  members 
rose,  and  addressed  the  chair,  but  they  were  in- 
variably called  to  order. 

Mr.  A.  Garland  having  reduced  his  point  of  order 
to  writing,  which  was,  in  substance,  that  resolu- 
tions were  not  now  in  order  on  any  subject,  and 
could  only  be  introduced  by  universal  consent,  or 
by  a suspension  of  the  rules — 

Mr.  G.  read  parts  of  the  20th,  21st,  22d  and  23d 
rules,  specifying  and  defining  the  order  of  business, 
and  also  the  24th  rule,  which  is  as  follow's: 

“The  business  specified  in  the  two  preceding 
rules  shall  be  done  at  no  other  part  of  the  day, 
except  by  permission  of  the  house.” 

The  speaker  said,  the  chair  is  of  opinion  that  the 
resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  (Mr. 
Davis),  is  not  now  in  order.  The  chair  is  of  opinion 
that  the  subject  in  order  and  now  pending  before 
the  house  is  the  unexecuted  order  for  the  election 
of  printer. 

Mr.  Wise  inquired  of  the  chair  whether  that  order 
had  not  expired? 

The  speaker  said  he  was  of  opinion  that  it  had 
been  only  passed  over,  but  that  it  had  not  expired. 

A motion  being  here  made  by  Mr.  Bealty  for  the 
orders  of  the  day — 

Mr.  Davis  said  he  had  the  floor,  and  that  he  would 
make  a motion  in  accordance  with  the  decision  of 
the  chair.  He  moved  that  the  house  do  now  pro- 
ceed to  the  election  of  printer,  and  on  that  motion 
he  demanded  the  previous  question. 

The  house  continued  to  sit  till  a late  hour,  and 
went  into  an  election  for  a public  printer,  the  re- 
sult of  which  was  reported  by  Mr.  Vandcrpocl  as 


follows: 

Total  number  of  votes  given,  207 

Necessary  to  a choice,  104 

Of  which — - 

Blair  & Rives  received  110  votes. 

Gales  & Seaton,  92 

T.  W.  White,  (of  Richmond,  Va.)  2 

Jacob  Gideon,  1 

S.  Stambaugh,  (of  Philadelphia),  1 

Duff  Green,  1 

So  Blair  & Rives  were  declared  to  have  been 


duly  elected  printers  to  the  house  for  the  26th  con- 
gress. And  the  house  adjourned. 

Friday,  Jan.  31.  The  first  tiling  in  order  was  the 
execution  of  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Black,  to  elect  a 
committee  of  five,  viva  voce,  to  inquire  into  (he  pro- 
priety of  reducing  the  present  tariff  of  prices  for 
executing  tile  public  printing,  or  of  having  the 
same  done  in  a national  office,  to  be  established 
for  that  purpose. 

The  speaker  suggested  that  if  the  house  would 
proceed  to  the  eleciion  of  a committee,  and  vote 
i'or  one  member  at  a time,  it  would  soon  ascertain 
the  practicability  of  the  plan.  He  thought  it  would 
take  but  a short  time,  should  that  mode  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Graves  inquired,  why  not  vote  for  all  at  the 
same  time.  He  thought  the  resolution  required  if. 
M r.  G.  then  moved  that  there  be  a call  of  the  house. 

The  chair  said  the  resolution  required  that  the 
whole  five  should  he  voted  for  at  the  same  time; 
and  as  objection  had  been  made  to  the  mode  sug- 


gested, the  house  would  proceed  in  accordance 
with  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Hoffman  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
call;  which  were  ordered,  and  were — yeas  140, 
nays  44. 

So  a call  of  the  house  was  ordered,  and  was  pro- 
ceeded in  until  208  members  answered  to  their 
names;  when 

Mr.  Jldams  said  it  was  customary,  when  com- 
mittees had  leave  to  sit  during  the  sittings  of  the 
house,  to  permit  the  members  thereof  to  vote  at 
any  lime;  and  on  a call  of  the  house  were  always 
excused  if  absent.  Mr.  A.  then  moved  that  the 
members  of  committees  who  were  absent,  be  notifi- 
ed that  there  was  a call  of  the  house;  which  motion 
was  agreed  to. 

The  names  of  the  absentees  having  been  called 
over, 

Mr.  Dromgoole  moved  that  all  further  proceed- 
ings in  the  call  be  suspended;  which  was  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  Tv.rney  moved  that  the  house  now  proceed 
to  elpct  the  committee,  by  voting  forone  member  at 
a time. 

Mr.  R.  Garland  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
that  motion;  which  were  ordered,  and  were — yeas 
54,  nays  132. 

The  speaker  then  said  that  each  gentleman,  when 
his  name  was  called,  would  vote  lor  the  five  mem- 
bers to  compose  the  committee.  He  then  appointed 
Messrs,  Briggs,  Burke,  Floyd  and  James  Garland, 
as  tellers. 

Mr.  Ilopldns  asked  to  be  excused  from  voting, 
and  gave  his  reasons  therefor;  but  the  house  refused 
said  request. 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  the  vote,  viva  voce, 
and  the  roll  was  gone  through  with;  but  before  the 
result  was  annonced, 

Mr.  Pope  moved  that  when  the  house  adjourn,  it 
would  adjourn  till  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Banks  said  it  was  clearly  out  of  order  to  sub- 
mit such  a motion  in  the  then  condition  of  the 
house,  it  being  divided  upon  a vote. 

The  chair,  (Mr.  Lincoln),  decided  that  it  was  in 
order. 

Mr.  Petrilcin.  Was  there  ever  such  a thing  heard 
of?  Was  ever  the  like  known — that  the  chair  had 
entertained  such  a motion  when  the  house  was 
divided  upon  a vote?  I appeal  from  that  decision. 

The  chair  said  it  had  been  done  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, under  similar  circumstances,  when  the  house 
was  in  the  act  of  electing  a committee. 

Mr.  Griffin  called  for  the  previous  question  on 
the  appeal;  which  was  seconded,  and  the  main 
question  was  ordered — which  main  question  was, 
“Shall  the  decision  of  the  chair  stand  as  the  judg- 
ment of  the  house?” 

Mr.  Petrikin  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  but 
they  were  not  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  decision  of 
the  chair  was  sustained. 

Tlie  question  then  recurred  on  the  motion  to  ad- 
journ till  Monday  next;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  hav- 
ing been  ordered  upon  the  same. 

Mr.  Pope  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  Davee  renewed  the  motion:  but  the  yeas  and 
nays  having  been  ordered  upon  it,  he  also  with- 
drew it. 

Mr.  Evans  again  renewed  the  motion. 

Mr.  Lewis  demanded  the  yeas  and  nay;  which 
were  not  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  said  motion,  by 
count,  and  carried  in  the  affirmative — ayes  89,  nays 
44. 

The  house  having  determined  that  when  it  ad- 
journs, it  would  adjourn  till  Monday  next. 

Mr.  S.  Williams  moved  that  it  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  Petrikin  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  but 
they  were  not  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative;  and  the  house  adjourned  till  Monday 
next. 

Monday,  Feb.  3.  Mr.  Briggs,  from  the  commit- 
tee appointed  to  count  the  votes  for  five  mem  bers 
to  constitute  the  select  committee  on  the  prices  of 
the  public  printing,  reported  as  the  result  of  tin- 
votes  given  on  Friday  last,  that  Messrs.  Black,  of 
Georgia,  Prentiss,  of  New  York,  and  Davis,  of  In- 
diana, had  been  elected,  [two  vacancies  remaining 
to  be  filled] . 

Mr.  Graves  inquired  of  the  chair  whether  it  would 
be  in  order  to  move  a reconsideration  of  the  the  vote 
just  reported? 

The  chair  was  understood  to  say  that  when  the 
election  was  completed,  such  a motion  would  be  in 
order. 

The  chair  announced  that  the  house  would  now 
proceed  to  vote  for  two  more  members  of  the  select 
committee. 

The  same  gentlemen  as  before  were  appointed  to 
count  the  voles. 
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JYlr.  Graves  moved  that  them  be  a call  ol  the 
house. 

i lie  qoes  ion  b dug  taken,  the  ayes  were  1C,  the 
rio-s  87.  No  quorum  having  voted — 

Mr.  Graves  renewed  the  motion. 

The  ayes  were  now  43,  the  noes  66.  There  still 
bein'  no  quorum — 

Mr.  Peh  i/ein  demanded  a count  of  the  members 
present. 

Mr.  R.  Garland  moved  a rail  of  the  house,  and 
demand'd  the  yeas  and  nays;  which,  beirigordered, 
resulted  as  follows,  viz:  Yeas  87,  nays  77. 

So  toe  call  was  otdered. 

Toe  clerk  proceeded  to  call  the  roll,  when  186 
members  were  found  to  have  responded  to  their 
names.  Absentees  were  called;  194  members 
responded;  the  doors  were  closed,  and  excuses 
were  offered  and  accepted,  when  the  call  was  sus- 
pended. 

iYlr.  1 V . Cost  Johnson  as  Iced  permission  to  move 
a resolution  to  grant  a portion  of  the  surplus  wood 
provided  lor  the  wanning  of  the  house  to  the  may- 
or of  Washington  fur  trie  use  of  the  poor:  but  the 
house  refused  to  grant  leave. 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  vote. 

And  the  election  having  been  completed,  Mr. 
]3r:g^s,  from  the  committee  of  teileis,  announced 
the  result  to  bj  that  the  following  gentlemen  had 
received  a plurality  of  votes  viz:  Mr.  R.  Gadand, 
ol'  Louisiana,  and  Mr.  Evans,  ol  Maine. 

And  so  they  were  declared  to  have  been  duly 
elected. 

This  co  npletes  the  cornmi'tee  of  five. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brings.  I lie  house  then  pro- 
ceeded to  the  election  of  chaplain. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  nominated: 

By  M r.  B irnard,  of  N.  Y Rev.  J.  N.  Danforth. 

By  Mr.  P tnkin.ol  P on.  Rjv  Mr.  U’ilmer. 

By  Mr.  JE.  Dtvis,  ol  P.-nn.  Rev.  Mr.  Babbitt. 

By  W.  C.  Johnson,  ol  Md.  Rev.  Mr.  B rich. 

By  Mr.  Saltonstall,  of  Mass.  Rev.  Mr.  Buies. 

By  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maine,  Rev.  F.  W.Boyd. 

By  Mr.  Crockett,  ol  Tenn.  R'v.  Levi  R Reese. 

By  Mr.  Taliaferro, of  Va.  Rev.  T.  Braxton. 

By  Mr.  Parris,  ot  Maine,  Rev. 'Mr.  Donnelly. 

The  lolloping  is  the  result  of  the  first  vote. 
Whole  number  of  votes  given  184;  necessary  to  a 
choice  93. 


Rev.  Mr.  Danforth  received 

29 

Rev.  Mr.  Wihner 

19 

Rev.  Mr.  Balch 

31 

Rev.  Mr.  Babbitt 

19 

R :v.  Mr.  Bates 

29 

Rev.  Mr.  Boyd 

20 

R'V.  Mr.  Reese 

9 

Rev.  Mr.  Braxton 

24 

R'V.  Mr.  Donnelly 

4 

Tne  names  of  rev.  Mr.  Donnelly 

and  rev.  Mr. 

Reese  were  then  withdrawn. 

And,  without  proceeding  further  in  the  election, 
the  l ou  :e .adjourned. 

Tuesdi'iy,  Feb  5.  On  leave  given — 

Mr.  Black,  from  t he  sef.ct  committee  of  five, 
appointed  on  the  subject  of  public  punting,  intro 
duced  the  following  resolutions,  the  adoption  of 
which,  he  sai  was  necessary  to  the  purposes  ot 
the  investigation: 

Resolved,  Tout  the  select  committee  on  printing  ap- 
pointed bv  resolution  of  this  house  on  the  30  h u ft-  be 
authorised  and  permitted  to  employ  a clerk  to  facilitate 
ami  record  the  proceedings  of  su'd  committee. 

Resolved , That  said  committee  be  authorised  tosunr- 
moi  and  exami  ie  witnesses  o.i  oath,  before  them,  re- 
lative to  die  subject  submitted  to  their  consideration. 

Mr.  Adams  suggested  that  the  resolutions  might 
be  s i in  id  i fed  bv  striking  out  the  second  resolution  as 
stirp-i  (1  tons.  Eveiy  standing  and  every  select  com- 
mittee possessed,  by  law,  tlm  power  of  summoning 
and  examining  witnesses.  He  asked  Mr.  B.  to  mo- 
dify it  accordingly. 

Mr.  Black  said  he  had  reported  the  resolutions 
unit  r the  instructions  of  the  committee,  where  they 
had  undergone  some  discussion.  He  could  not, 
therefore,  make  the  modification  suggested.  It  the 
law  was  as  the  gentleman  stated,  the  retention  ol  the 
second  resolution  could  do  no  harm. 

Mr.  Adams  then  said  he  should  move  to  strike 
out  the  second  resolution,  as  it  was  unnecessary. 

Mr.  Black  said  the  resolutions  would  then  be  in- 
effectual for  the  purposes  for  which  they  were  in- 
tended. 

Mr.  Adams  said  he  would  then  modify  his  motion 
so  as  to  strike  out  the  second  resolution,  amt  append 
to  the  end  of  the  first  the  words  "and  that  the  said 
committee  shall  have  liberty  to  send  lor  persons  and 
papers.” 

Mr.  Black  said  he  was  not  at  liberty  to  alter  or 
modify  the  resolutions,  as  he  had  reported  them 
under  the  instructions  ol  the  committee.  A pro- 
position was  mad-- in  committee,  that  the  words, 
“with  the  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers” 
should  be  inserted,  but  it  was  objected  to. 


Mr.  Adams  said  tie  'lid  not  ask  the  gentleman 
from  G or_;ii  i Mr.  B.)  or  the  committee  to  at  eror 
uiodily  the  resolution.  The  bouse  was  at  liberty 
to  do  so,  and  that  was  what  he  asked. 

Mr.  Lewis  Williams  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  amendment;  which  were  refused. 

Tellers  were  also  asked  for,  and  refused. 

Mr.  Black  asked  for  the  reading  of  the  law  refer- 
ed  to  by  Mr.  Adams;  which  having  been  read,  as 
follows: 

‘‘ Be  it  enacted,  fyc.  That  the  president  of  the  senate, 
the  speaker  of  the  nouse  of  representatives,  a chairman 
of  a committee  of  me  wh-.Je,  or  a chairman  of  a select 
committee  of  either  house,  shall  be  empowered  to  ad- 
minister oaths  or  affirmations  io  witnesses,  in  any  ease 
under  their  examination  ’’ — Approved  May  3,  1793. 

" Be  it  enacted,  fyc.  That  the  chairman  of  any  stunn- 
ing committee,  either  of  the  house  of  representatives 
or  of  the  senate  of  t tie  United  S;atvs,  shall  be  empow- 
ered to  administer  oa  hs  or  affirmations  io  witnesses  in 
any  case  under  their  examination;  and  any  person 
wiio  shall  be  guily  of  perjury  bitoie  such  committee 
shall  be  liable  to  the  pains,  penalties  and  disabilities 
prescribed  far  the  punishment  of  the  crime  of  wilful 
and  corrupt  perjury’’ — Approved  February 8,  J817. 

The  question  outlie  amendment  of  Mr.  Adams, 
as  modified  by  him,  was  taken,  and  decided  in  tile 
affiimative  without  a division. 

So  the  amendment,  as  modified,  was  agreed  to. 

And,  the  question  being  taken,  the  resolution, as 
amended  was  adopted. 

Tne  house  then  resumed  the  unfinished  business 
of  yesterday,  being  the  election  of  chaplain. 

The  lesult  of  the  several  votes  were  as  fol- 
lows: 


1st. 

2d. 

3d.  4th. 

Whole  number  of  votes  given 

182 

176 

181  175 

Necessary  to  a choice, 

92 

89 

92  88 

Rev.  Mr.  Danforth  received 

31 

22  withdrawn. 

R v.  Mr.  Wilmer 

13 

5 w 

ithdrawn. 

Rev.  Mr.  Batch 

34 

35 

19  do. 

R'-v.  Mr.  Bihbitt 

6 

1 

00  00 

Rev.  Mr.  Bates 

36 

55 

85  92 

Rev  Mr.  Boyd 

23 

16  withdrawn. 

Rev.  Mr.  Braxton 

34 

42 

77  83 

So  Dr.  Bates  was  declared 

to 

have 

been  duly 

elected. 

A message  was  received  from  the  president  of  the 
Uidted  States  on  the  subject  ol  duties  paid  on  linen, 
woollen  and  cotton  goods,  the  present  mode  of  es- 
timating w hich  the  message  declares  to  he  injurious 
to  the  revenue. 

The  message  wa3  referred  to  a committee  of  the 
wfjole  house  on  the  state  of  the  union,  and  otdered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Banks,  of  Virginia,  asked  leave  to  introduce 
the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the.  20ih  rule  of  this  hou=e  be  revived 
and  continued  in  full  operation  until  the  15. h inst.  in- 
clusive. 

The  resolution  was  received  by  general  consent 
and  adopted  without  a division. 

Mr.  Wuddy  Thompson,  from  the  military  commit- 
tee, introduced,  on  leave,  a bill  providing  for  the 
raising  of  1 600  men  to  serve  against  tne  Florida 
Indians:  which  was  read  twice  and  referred  to  a 
committee  of  the  whole  on  the  slate  of  t lie  union. 

Mr.  Johnson,  ol  Virginia,  asked  leave  to  intro- 
duce a resolution  directing  the  clerk  to  pay  the 
amount  of  extra  postage  on  packets,  &c.  directed  to 
members  of  the  house  on  public  business. 

Mr  Drnmgonle  objecting — 

Mr.  Johnson  stated  his  reasons  for  requesting  the 
I ave;  but  the  house  refused  leave. 

Mr.  Pelrikin,  on  leave,  introduced  a hill  to  repeal 
an  act  to  release  trom  duty  it  on  prepared  tor  arid  ac- 
tually laid  or.  railways  or  inclined  planes,  approved 
1-llh  July,  1832.  and  to  graduate  the  duty  to  be p i id 
on  such  iron  hereafter  imported  from  foreign  coun- 
tries: it  was  twice  read  and  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee on  manufactures. 

Mr.  Pojie,  on  leave,  reported  a hill  fiotn  the  com- 
mittee on  the  territories  to  establish  the  northern 
boundary  line  of  Missouri:  which  was  twice  read 
and  referred  to  a committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
state  of  the  union. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Curtis,  the  bills  from  the  senate 
on  the  speaker’s  table  were  taken  up  for  the  pur- 
pose of  reference  to  their  appropriate  committees. 

And  the  first  of  them,  viz:  An  act  making  an 
appropriation  to  complete  the  removal  of  the  raft 
of  the  Red  river  and  for  other  purposes,  having  been 
taken  up — 

Mr.  Biddle  moved  to  refer  it  with  the  following 
instructions: 

1.  Whether  the  advance  of  money  by  the  Bank  of 
Arkansas,  which  ir  is  one  of  the  objects  of  ibis  bill  to 
reimburse,  was  nor  made  with  full  knowledge  that  the 
agent  of  the  United  Suites  who  effected  the  loan  was 
acting  in  defiance  of  positive  instructions  from  his  su- 
perior, as  well  as  in  the  face  of  a known  refusal  by 
congress  to  appropriate  money  co  the  work-. 


2.  Weedier  the  estimate  on  which  the  hill  is  founded 
was  nut  made  by  said  agent  prior  to  the  closing  up  ot 
the  raft  in  August  Iasi,  and  whether  any  satisfactory 

ata  exist  Ibr  computing  the  probable  cost  of  removing 
the  present  impediments  to  navigation. 

3.  Whether  die  sums  appropriated  by  this  bill  are 
called  for  in  the  estimates  accompanying  the  president’s 
message. 

4.  Whether  the  bill  is  not  of  such  a character  that 
it  ought  to  have  originated  in  this  house. 

Mr.  Thomas,  ol  Mary  land,  supposing  that  these 
instructions  might  produce  debate,  asked  Mr.  B.  to 
deler  his  motion  till  the  other  senate  bills  should 
hare  been  disposed  of. 

But  Mr  Biddle,  after  some  hesitation,  concluded 
not  to  do  so,  and  took  the  floor  to  address  The  house 
in  support  of  his  motion:  but  the  usual  hour  of  ad- 
journment having  anived,  he  yielded  the  floor  for  a 
motion  of  adjournment,  and  thereupon. 

The  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  heb.  5.  Petitions  and  memorials  be- 
ing the  business  before  the  house,  and  the  state  of 
New  York  having  been  calf  d thiough — 

Mr.  Pctrikin,  of  Pennsylvania,  ro.-e  to  present  a 
petition. 

When  Mr.  Randolph,  of  New  Jersey,  rose  and 
begged  to  remind  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
that  lie  state  of  New  Jersey  was  here  yet. 

[Loud  and  general  laughter.] 

Mr.  Randolph  then  begged  leave  to  inquire  of  the 
chair  whether  the  speaker  had  lectived  certain  joint 
resolutions  from  the  legislature  ot  the  state  of  New 
Jersey;  arid,  it  so.  whether  it  was  his  intention  to 
present  them  to  the  house?  And,  if  not,  whether 
the  speaker  desired  to  state  his  reasons  lor  declining 
to  do  so? 

The  speaker  said  that  he  had  received  certain  re- 
solutions  ol  the  council  and  general  assembly  ol  the 
slate  ot  New  Jersey,  diiccted  to  l.im  as  Robert  M. 
T.  Hunter,  a representative  from  the  stale  ot  Vir- 
ginia. These  he  had  declined  to  pi  esent,  for  rea- 
sons stated  in  a letter  to  governor  Pennington, 

Mr.  Pickens  said  that,  if  it  was  in  order,  he 
should  like  to  hear  ihe  speaker’s  answer  read. 

Mr.  Lewis  Williams  suggested  that  the  letter  of 
governor  Pennington  to  the  speaker,  and  the  answer 
thereto,  should  both  be  read. 

Mr.  IF/se  was  understood  to  say,  he  presumed  it 
was  not  an  official  letter,  or  he  presumed  the  speaker 
would  not  have  written  it  without  the  advisement 
of  the  house.  Mr.  W.  believed  it  was  a personal 
letter,  in  answer  to  a communication  addressed  to 
the  speaker  in  his  pi  ivate  capacity.  Still,  as  it  was 
an  intercommunication  between  a sovereign  state 
and  the  highest  organ  of  this  house,  he  desired,  and 
Imped  all  would  unite  with  him  in  the  desire,  that 
the  Idler  and  answer  should  both  be  read. 

Mr.  Pelrikin  objected. 

The  speaker.  It  was  a letter  addressed  to  the 
speaker  in  his  individual  capacity,  and,  therefore, 
cannot  be  read. 

Mr.  Randolph  said  he  felt  bound  to  avail  himself 
of  the  first  opportunity  to  present  the  joint  resolu- 
tions referred  to,  and  that  he  now  moved  that  they 
be  spread  upon  the  journal  and  be  printed.  (Tran- 
soiipls  of  the  resolutions  addressed  to  the  speaker, 
hut  not  presented  by  him.) 

Mr.  Lctuibeller  submitted  to  the  chair  that  this 
being  petition  day,  resolutions  were  not  in  order. 

Mr.  Cashing  submitted  that  resolutions  from 
sovereign  slates  had  always  been  presented  on  the 
same  day  with  petitions. 

Mr.  Randolph.  1 move,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the 
joint  resolutions  be  spread  upon  the  journals,  and 
he  printed.  / 

Mr.  Craig  called  for  a division  of  the  question. 

The  speaker,  ('o  Mr.  Rando'ph) . Does  the  gen- 
tleman ask  for  the  reading  of  II. e reso'utions? 

Mr.  Randolph  (after  a moment’s  hesitation)  re- 
plied affirmatively. 

Mr.  Hand  inquired  of  the  chair  whether  resolu- 
tions were  in  order  when  petitions  were  ill  the 
course  of  presentation? 

The  speaker  said  the  uniform  practice  of  the 
house  hail  been  to  receive  resolutions  of  states  on 
petition  day. 

A long  and  desultory  debate  occurred  principally 
upon  points  of  order,  and  Ihe  question  of  whether 
the  correspondence  should  be  read  or  not,  and  whe- 
ther the  rules  of  the  house  should  be  suspended  for 
this  purpose.  Much  confusion  existed,  and  before 
the'question  was  decided,  the  house  adjourned. 

Among  the  petitions  and  memorials  presented 
during  this  day,  we  notice  tile  following: 

By  Mr.  Hastings,  of  Massachusetts:  The  peti- 
tion of  David  Davenport  anil  twenty-two  other  citi- 
tizeiis  of  Mention,  Mass,  for  a reduction  of  letter 
postage,  so  as  not  to  exceed  ten  cents  on  a single 
letter;  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  post  office 
and  pos.t  roads. 

By  Mr  Reed:  The  petition  of  many  citizens  of 
Jvew  Bedford,  engaged  in  the  whale  fishery,-  On 
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pr*s  min;'  lliis  | > •; I i l i o 1 1 Air.  R.  rem;u lcc<i ; The  p< • 
tiliont  is  state  Hint  tiny  have  lot  a y»*ai  pi-d  :v -a 
required  to  give  bonds  lor  dm  it's  on  oil  i in  |m.i  • • .1  in 
their  own  ve.-si-L,  and  taken  by  their  oon  men,  to 
pay  foreign  tonnage  duty  aim  light  money.  No 
lraud  is  alleged  or  suspected.  The  owners  and 
masters  of  the  whale  ships  use  the  same  vessel’s 
papers  as  have  been  used  for  nearly  lilly  yeais. 
Tbe  fines  or  penalties  have  been  relinquished  hy 
the  government,  on  petition  to  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury.  The  petitioners  also  allege  that  the  U. 
Slates  are  subjected  to  very  considerable  expense 
in  payment  of  lees  to  custom  house  officers.  These 
evils  and  vexations,  it  is  tinders  ood,  arise  Irom 
their  using  defective  vessel’s  papers,  whicn  papers 
have  been  furnished  by  tbe  custom  bouse  officers, 
used  in  the  whale  vo\  ages  for  nearly  fifty  years,  and 
have  been  considered  altogether  sufficient,  until  a 
late  decision  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  United 
States,  which  has  rendered  it  necessary,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  to  make 
the  requisitions  named  in  the  memorial.  They 
ask  for  relief,  and  pray  lor  the  enactment  of  such 
laws  as  shall  effectually  free  them  f-oin  the  evils 
complained  of.  I beg  leave  to  call  tbe  attention  of 
tbe  committee  on  commerce  to  tile  subject,  and 
hope  it  may  be  attended  to  without  delay.  Vessels 
are  constantly  arriving,  and  aie  subjected  to  the 
evils  complained  of;  referred  to  the  committee  on 
commerce. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Daniel  Weed  and  76  others, 
citizens  of  Ipswich,  Massachusetts,  praying  that 
tbe  exportation  of  ardent  spirit  to  the  Sandwich 
Islands  may  be  prevented,  and  for  the  prohibition 
of  ardent  spirit  into  tile  United  States;  referred  to 
the  committee  on  commerce. 

By  Mr.  P arm  enter.  A memorial  from  Lemuel 
W.  Wheeloclc  and  others,  contesting  Hie  light  of 
Osmyn  Baker  to  a seat  in  the  house  of  representa- 
tives Iroin  the  sixth  congressional  district  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, set  ing  forth  that  lie  was  riot  chosen  by 
a majority  of  tlm  votes  of  said  district,  as  required 
by  the  laws  of  Massachusetts  and  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States.  Referred  to  the  committee 
on  elec  lions;  to  which  committee,  or.  motion  of 
Mr.  Lincoln,  the  cernfieate  of  election  given  to 
Mr.  B iker  by  the  governor  of  Massachusetts  was 
also  referred. 

By  Mr.  Hull:  Resolutions  of  the  gpneral  assem- 
bly of  tile  slate  of  Vermont,  in  favor  of  a distribu- 
tion of  tbe  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  among  the 
several  states;  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Thursday,  Feb.  6.  The  journal  of  yesterday  hav- 
ing been  read  — 

The  speaker  rose  and  said  that  tbe  chair  begged 
leave  to  mane  a slioit  explanation  in  relation  to  a 
subject  winch  had  been  under  discussion  yesterday. 
It  bad  been  sugges'ed  to  him,  bv  several  gentlemen, 
that  it  was  probably  due  to  himself,  to  the  house, 
and  to  the  relations  which  he  bore  to  it,  to  state  the 
reasons  upon  which  he  bad  refused  to  present  the 
joint  resolutions  which  had  been  forwarded  to  him 
from  the  legislature  of  the  state  of  New  Jersey.  If 
it  was  the  pleasure  of  the  house,  he  desired  this 
morning  to  lay  before  it  the  correspondence  be- 
tween the  governor  of  New  Jersey  and  himself 
upon  the  subject.  It  might  tend  to  put  an  end  to 
an  unnecessary  debate,  and  do  away  with  the  ne 
cessity  of  suspending  tlm  rule,  as  moved  yesterday 
by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (M  -.  IVise). 

[Cries  ol  "Agreed!  agreed!”  on  all  sides.] 

Tlie  following  correspondence  was  then  read: 

First,  a letter  Irom  governor  Pennington,  (of  the 
state  of  New  Jersey),  transmitting  copies  of  a pre- 
amble and  resolutions  of  the  legislature  of  that 
state,  and  requesting  that  the  same  be  laid  before 
the  2Slh  congress;  which  letter  was  addressed  to 
tile  honorable  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  a representative 
from  the  state  of  Virginia. 

Secondly,  tbe  reply  of  tbe  speaker,  acknowledg- 
ing Hie  receipt  of  tbe  above  coinrnunica  ion,  but  de- 
clining to  present  it  to  the  bouse,  as  it  seem'd  to 
deny  Ins  title  to  the  office  of  speaker,  and  trie  right 
ol  tnose  wdio  had  chosen  bun  tor  teat  office.  This 
reply  raises  no  question  as  to  the  propriety  of  Hi- 
resolutions  themselves,  orof  liie  right  to  adopt  Ilium. 
Copies  of  the  resolutions  retained  until  the  speaker 
should  be  advised  of  any  other  disposition  desired 
to  be  made  thereof. 

[The  reporter  could  not  procure  a copy  of  the 
ah  -ve  correspondence  in  time  for  this  day’s  publica- 
tion, but  it  will  appear  heieafter.] 

The  correspondence  having  been  read — 

TIip  speaker  suggested  to  tiie  gentleman  liom  Vir- 
ginia ;Mr.  Wise)  that  it  would  probably  now  be 
beiter  to  withdraw  the  motion  lor  a suspension  of 
the  rule,  as  the  object  for  which  it  bad  been  sub- 
mitted had  been  at  ained. 

Air.  Wise  said,  certainly — ‘bat  was  his  only  ob- 
ject. He  had  submitted  the  motion  only  as  an  act 


lot  vmrl-sv  to  the  speaker  lo  enable  him  to  a-  -!gt- 
j i :-e  unisons  why  he  did  not,  as  Hie  speaker,  I .y  t 
joint  r» solutions  before  the  house.  The  coiinutini 
cation  ot  Hip  speaker  would  now  appear  on  Ihe 
journal,  and  Mr.  W.  was  satisfied.  He  would, 
therefore,  withdraw  his  motion. 

So  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rule  was  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Randolph  being  about  to  make  some  remarks 
on  a point  of  order  raised  yesterday,  that  the  joint 
resolutions  presented  by  him  giving  rise  to  debate 
must,  by  the  rule,  lie  over  one  day;  and  Mr.  R.  ex 
pressing  the  conviction  that  that  rule,  applicable  to 
a certain  class  of  papers,  did  riot  apply  to  resolutions 
Irom  sovereign  stales — 

The  speaker  replied  that,  in  any  view  of  the  case, 
and  under  1 lie  practice  of  the  house,  the  paper  re- 
ferred to  would  come  up  this  morning  on  a motion  to 
print. 

Mr.  Randolph.  Then  I understand  that  the  reso- 
lutions are  now  before  tbe  bouse  on  the  motion  to 
print. 

The  speaker  replied  in  tile  affirmative. 

Mr.  Leadbetter  here  rose  and  submitted  a motion 
to  amend  the  journal  of  yesterday  by  striking  oi  t 
that  portion  winch  related  to  the  said  joint  resolu- 
tions, (including  the  resolutions  themselves),  and 
inserting  in  lieu  thereof  a statement,  as  drawn  up 
by  himself,  as  to  the  facts  connected  with  the  pre- 
sentation, and  w bid)  statement  was  based  on  the 
ground  that  the  resolutions  never  had  b-en  received. 

Mr.  L. -supported  this  motion  in  a few  return ks; 
alter  which, 

Mr.  Reed  said  the  gentleman  Irom  Ohio  (Mr. 
Leadbetter ) proposes  an  amendment  to  the  journal, 
and.  among  other  things,  to  introduce  an  expression 
as  follows,  viz:  "Alter  a desultoiy  debate,”  ike.  I 
object  lo  tbe  introduction  of  any  such  expression  in 
tbe  journal.  Some  of  our  desultory  debates  are  suf- 
ficiently humiliating. 

It  reminds  me  of  an  anecdote  in  the  early  settle- 
ment of  old  Plymouth  colony.  An  individual  was 
found  guilty  of  some  small  ciiine,  and  punished,  ac 
cording  to  Hie  severity  of  the  times,  by  whipping. 
After  putting  on  his  coat,  lie  was  about  making  off, 
but  was  called  back  by  the  magistrate  and  informed 
that  he  hail  one  shilling  to  pay  for  recording.  He 
replied  that  be  did  not  care  whether  it  was  recorded 
or  not.  In  my  opinion,  the  proposed  amendment  is 
entirely  unnecessary,  and  only  adds  to  the  journal 
mattei  not  at  all  to  tf»e  honor  of  the  house. 

I move,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  proposed  amend- 
ment be  la:d  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Tillingliust  said  tbe  question  not  admitting  of 
debate,  he  did  not  rise  to  debate,  but  to  ask  a ques- 
tion of  the  chair,  or  of  Hie  clerk,  through  the  chair, 
whether  it  had  not  been  tbe  invariable  practice  since 
the  formation  of  the  government,  without  exception, 
to  enter  at  large  upon  tbe  journal  the  resolutions 
passed  by  the  legislatures  of  the  slates,  and  at  their 
request  forwarded  to  and  presented  in  the  house? 

Trie  speaker  replied  that  the  clerk  informed  tbe 
chair  that  ihe  journal  in  the  present  inslancp,  as  now- 
made  up,  was  in  conformity  to  the  uniform  usage. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  New  York,  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  ori  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table;  which  were 
ordered. 

And,  after  some  conversation,  the  question  was 
taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative:  Yeas  87, 
nays  86. 

So  (be  amendment  was  laid  on  the  table. 

An  I the  question  recurring  on  tbe  motion  to  print 
the  said  joint  resolutions — 

Mr.  Tumey  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordeied. 

Mi . Parmenler  desired  to  bo  informed  how  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Garland)  intended 
tO  VOte? 

Mr.  Garland  (in  much  good  humor)  replied  that 
he  thought  he  shoitl  I go  in  favor  of  t Ire  motion  to 
print,  as  he  wished  to  patronize  Ihe  “Globe.” 

And  Hie  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in 
Hie  affirmative:  Yeas  94,  nays  92. 

So  the  motion  to  print  was  agreed  to. 

Pel  it  ions  and  men  orials  were  Ihen  called  for, 
l commencing  where  the  call  was  arrested  yesler 
day.)  and  were  presented  by  Mr.  Randolph,  of  New 
Jersey. 

The  speaker  then  laid  before  the  hou-e  Hie  pro- 
ceedings of  a meeting  of  the  minoiiiy  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  legi-lature  of  New  Jersey,  held  in  the 
city  of  Trenton,  in  relation  to  the  proceedings  of 
congress  on  Ihe  contested  election  in  that  stale. 

Air.  Randolph  moved  that  the  same  be  laid  on  the 
table  and  printed. 

Mr  Beatty  called  for  the  reading  thereof;  and  tbe 
clerk  having  accordingly  read  the  said  proceedings 
in  part — 

Air.  Dana  moved  that  the  further  reading  be  dis- 
pensed with. 

Alter  some  conversation,  the  house  determined 
to  dispense  with  the  further  reading. 
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Mr  Crary  hen  moved  to  amend  the  motion  ol 
Ali  Randolph,  so  a>  that  the  sain  repent  ol  Hie  mi- 
nority should  hespr - ad  on  the  journals  ol  the  house. 

Air.  Briggs  suggested  whether  these  resolutions 
would  not  go  on  the  journals  (without  motion)  as 
tli-  others  had  done. 

Air.  Crary  said  lie  understood  that  they  might  or 
mi.  lit  not  be  put  upon  the  journal,  and  he  wished 
to  have  the  action  of  the  house  upon  them,  li  he 
understood  the  decision  of  the  chair  lliis  morning, 
il  was  that  it  had  been  customary  to  spread  upon 
Ihe  journals  Ihe  memorials  of  stale  legislatures. 
This  had  been  generally,  but  not  universally,  the 
case.  lie  wished,  therefore,  that  the  report  ol  tlie 
minority  of  Ihe  legislature  (in  reference  to  which 
there  was  as  binding  an  obligation  on  this  house  as 
in  reference  to  the  report  of  the  majority)  should 
be  spread  upon  tbe  journal. 

Air.  R.  Gat  land  inquired  whether  it  was  in  or- 
dei  tu  amend  the  original  motion  in  this  way? 

Aii . Peirikin  suggested  to  Air.  Crary  to  w it!  draw 
his  motion,  and  to  call  lor  the  yeas  and  i.ays  on  the 
motion  to  lav  the  report  on  (lie  table  and  print  it. 

Air.  Turney  inquired  of  the  chair  whether,  if  the 
yeas  ami  nays  were  ordered,  the  rrpoit  would  go 
on  Hie  journal? 

The  speaker  answer'd  affirmatively'. 

Air.  Turney  then  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  oiden  d;  and 

Air.  Crary  withdrew  his  motion. 

And  the  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in 
ihe  affirmative:  yeas  155,  lays  1,  (Air.  Turney). 

So  Hie  report  w as  laid  outlie  table,  and  indued 
to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Henry, 

Resolved.  That  tlie  ci  minii  eo  on  the  public  lands  be, 
and  they  are  hereby  insiiucted  to ir quire  into  i he  ex- 
pediency id  making  provision  for  issuing  land  scrip  to 
satisfy  niili'r. ry  bounty  land  warrants," or  make  such 
other  immediate  provision  for  all  cases  of  outstanding 
military  or  revolutionary  land  warrants,  fir  the  satis- 
faction of  which  there  remain  no  lands  appropriated,  as 
said  committee  m.  y deem  expedient. 

On  motion  of  Mr  Jenifer, 

Resolved,  That  a si  lect  committee  be  appointed  to 
examine  into  tlie  tobacco  trade  o'  tlie  United  S ates 
and  for jisrn  countries,  and  report  to  this  house  what 
measures  have  been  adopted  by  our  government  under 
die  resolution  of  the  28tli  February,  1837,  in  relation  to 
the  hiiih.  duties  and  restrictions  imposed  in  foreign 
countries  upon  tobacco  imported  from  tbe  United 
States,  with  such  other  information  as  said  committee 
mt'V  deem  proper  to  communicate  relating  to  said 
trade. 

Mr.  Bel!  gave  notice  (hat  he  would  introduce  a 
bill  to  secure  the  freedom  of  elections,  and  to  pro- 
vide more  effectually  lor  the  faithful  administration 
of  executive  patronage. 

Also,  a bill  lo  repeal  the  first  and  second  sections 
of  the  act  enlitled  “an  act  lo  limit  Hie  term  of  cer- 
tain officers  therein  named,  and  for  other  purposes,” 
approved  May  13,  1820. 

Air.  D iv-.s,  of  Indiana,  presented  a memorial  of  a 
convention  of  delegates  from  the  stales  ol  Ohio,  In- 
diana and  Illinois,  held  at  Terre-Haute,  in  the  stale 
of  Indiana,  for  the  purpose  of  recommending  sue  li 
measures  as  may  be  ti-st  calculated  to  insure  the 
final  completion  of  tbe  Cumberland  road  with  Hie 
least  possible  delay,  which  be  moved  to  refer  to  ihe 
committee  of  ways  and  means. 

Air.  Casey  moved  that  tbe  said  commitlep  bp  in- 
structed to  repoil  a bill  appropriating  one  hundred 
and  fitly  thousand  dollars  for  each  of  the  stales  of 
Ohio.  Indiana  and  Illinois,  to  he  expend'  <1  on  the 
national  road  in  said  states  in  tlie  year  1840,  under 
tbe  direction  of  the  war  department — said  appro- 
priation to  be  subject  to  all  tbe  inslmclioii'  and 
conditions  ol  former  appropriations  on  said  road. 

Mr.  Crabb  objected;  and.  afti  r some  conversation, 
it  was  ordered  that  tbe  instructions  be  plinted  amt 
laid  on  the  table. 

Air.  Doty  presented  tlie  statutes  of  the  territory 
of  Wisconsin,  passed  by  tbe  legislative  assembly 
thereof,  at  a session  commencing  in  Nov.  18.38,  and 
at  an  adjourned  session  commencing  in  January, 
1839,  and  Hie  local  acts  of  tin*  territory  of"  Wiscon- 
sin, passed  at  the  same  sessions,  ami,  on  motion, 
the  said  statutes  and  acts  were  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  file  territories  with  instructions  that  Ho 
said  committee  do  inquire  and  report  whether  said 
laws,  or  any  of  them,  ought  to  be  disapproved  by 
lh"  congress  of  the  United  Stales;  and  v\  I ether  the 
laws,  passed  by  tbe  governor  and  legislative  assem- 
bly are  in  force  in  the  said  territory  until  they  shall 
have  been  submitted  to  congress. 

A motion  was  made  lo  adjourn,  at  half  past  5 
o’clock;  the  yeas  and  nays  wete  demand- d;  when, 
the  roll  being  called,  there  wen — yeas  21,  nays  27. 

So  the  house  refused  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Dromgooie  moved  a call  of  the  house;  when, 

On  motion  oi  Air.  Hoffman,  tbe  house  adjourned. 
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The  Amistad.  A Hartford  paper  says,  the  fact  stat- 
ed in  this  paper  that  an  appeal  had  been  made,  from 
the  late  decision  of  judge  Judson,  in  behalf  of  the 
Africans,  by  their  friends,  we  are  requested  to  say  is 
incorrect.  We  had  our  information  from  a respecta- 
ble source,  and  supposed  it  to  be  true.  It  was,  no 
doubt,  premature. 

Army.  The  Little  Rock  Gazette,  of  the  25th  ult. 
states  that  three  companies  of  the  3d  regiment  U.  S. 
infantry  passed  up  the  river  en  route  for  Fort  Gibson. 
They  were  commanded  by  capt.  Lewis,  and  amount- 
ed to  173  men  in  all.  Capt.  Walker  and  2d  lieuts. 
J.  Currier  and  W.  H.  Garden  were  in  command  of  the 
companies. 

The  dense  swamp,  and  close  thickets,  through  which 
some  portion  of  the  Picolata  road  passes,  is  being 
cleared  a distance  of  120  yards  on  either  side,  by  order 
of  maj.  Churchill.  This  is  a very  excellent  disposi- 
tion, as  it  will  completely  destroy  the  covert  places — 
which  gave  the  enemy  such  advantage  over  the  tra- 
vellers between  this  place  and  Picolata. 

[St.  Augustine  News,  Ylth  ult. 
Banks,  dfc.  The  correspondent  of  the  N.  American 
under  date  of  N.  York,  Jan.  30  says,  thegreatevent  of 
to-day  is  the  sale  of  U.  S.  bank  bills  by  auction.  They 
had  been  marked,  sued,  secured  and  more  besides  per- 
haps. The  chief  parcel  of  $30,01)0  sold  at  97,  which  was 
quite  above  public  expectation,  and  gave  rise  to  the 
guess  that  the  bank  itself  was  the  buyer,  and  to  the 
lurther  guess,  that  it  is  done  with  the  intention  of  re- 
sumption. But  this  of  course  is_ guess  work.  Another 
parcel  of  smaller  amount  sold  first,  and  at  a rate  cor- 
responding to  the  rate  of  exchange  with  Philadelphia, 
93  1-2  a 94.  I believe  both  parcels  were  in  precisely 
the  same  legal  position. 

Cotton  is" selling  as  for  some  day3  past,  say  400  or 
600  bales  a day,  at  steady  prices.  Nothing  doing  in 
Hour. 

Bills  on  England  7 1-2  a 8 1-2  prem. 

Domestic  exchanges  stand  precisely  as  quoted  yes- 
terday. 

Beet  root  sugar.  It  is  estimated,  according  to  a 
paragraph  in  tlie  Philadelphia  Inquirer,  that  the  amount 
of  beet  root  sugar,  manufactured  in  France  during 
last  year,  was  100,000,000  lbs.  In  Prussia  and  Ger- 
many 30,000,000  lbs.  The  Troy  Whig  states  that  in 
tne  western  part  of  Michigan,  240,000  lbs.  were  manu- 
factured the  last  season,  and  there  is  every  probability 
of  its  forming  a valuable  portion  of  the  products  of 
that  section  oi  the  country.  Indeed,  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  sufficient  sugar  might  be  manufactured 
from  beet  raised  on  the  fertile  soil  of  the  west,  to  sup- 
ply all  the  demands  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  region; 
and  tnis,  too,  wuhout  interfering  with  other  products. 

We  may  add,  that  Mr.  Child,  of  Northampton, 
Mass,  recently  received  a prize  of  $100  from  the  Agri- 
cultural society  of  his  state,  for  having  made  a suc- 
cessful experiment  in  the  manufacture  of  beet  root 
sugar.  Mr.  Child  is  a lawyer  by  profession,  and  we 
trust  that  our  northern  farmers  will  not  long  allow  him 
to  remain  “solitary  and  alone’’  in  the  glories  of  sugar 
making. 

Copy  right.  Sir  Walter  Scott’s  Life  of  Napoleon, 
sold  with  die  printed  books,  for  £1, 800  sterling.  The 
net  receipts  of  the  copy  right,  on  two  first  editions, 
only  exceed  £10,1)00.  Moore’s  Life  of  lord  Byron 
£4,000. 

The  Life  of  Sir  W Scott,  by  Lockhart,  £12,500;  the 
two  first  years  of  the  copy  right. 

Byron’s  works,  according  to  the  statement  of  Mur- 
ray, £'20,000. 

Moore’s  Lalla  Rookh,  £3,000. 

Btilwer’s  novels  average  from  £1,200  to  £1,500  each; 
for  Rienzi  he  obtained  £1,600.  Marryatt’s,  from  £1,000 
to  £1,200. 

Mrs.  Trollope’s  “Factory  Boy,’’  first  published  in 
monthly  numbers,  re-published  in  a volume,  £1,700. 

Sir  Walter  Scott’s  Waverly,  according  to  Lockhart; 
22,500  copies  were  sold,  previous  to  the  sale  oi  the  cur- 
rent edition  at  7s.  per  volume,  which  would  realize 
above  £7,000;  and  this  was  but  one  out  of  twenty-two, 
by  the  same  author.  The  great  collective  edition,  with 
notes  by  Lockhart,  reached  an  average  of  25,000  per 
volume.  The  net  profit  upon  that  edition,  supposing 
the  publishers  profits  2s.  per  volume,  would  amount  to 
£120,000  over  and  above  that  on  former  publications, 
on  each  novel.  The  copy  right  of  the  first,  expired  at 
the  end  of  four  years.  It  is  supposed  sir  Walter  Scott 
gained  by  his  writing,  now  comprised  in  eighty  vo- 
lumes, over  a quarter  of  a million  sterling. 

Mr.  Lockhart,  editor  of  the  Quarterly  Review — pro- 
fessor Wiisou,  of  Blackwood’s  Magazine— professor 
N apier,  of  the  Edinburgh  Review,  and  Theodore  Hook, 
of  the  New  Monthly,  do  not  receive  less  than  £1,000 
per  annum  each,  on  average. 

Dr.  Macauley,  Dr.  Southy,  Mr.  Barrow,  and  other 
eminent  men,  received  one  hundred  guineas  for  a sin- 
gle article,  in  the  Quarterly  and  Edinburgh  Reviews. 

“Nicholas  Niekelby,”  by  Boz,  a very  young  writer, 
sold  for  £3,000.  [TV.  Y.  Express. 

Court  of  equity — Survivorship.  A case  of  the  highest 
interest  is  now  pending  before  chancellor  J.  Johnson, 
in  the  court  of  equity,  for  this  district,  now  sitting  in 
this  city.  It  is  known  among  the  profession,  as  the 
case  of  Pell  and  Ball,  a suit  instituted  between  the 
representatives  and  the  late  H.  S.  Ball  and  lady,  of 
this  city,  two  of  the  unfortunate  victims  in  the  explo- 
sion and  wreck  of  the  steam  packet  Pulaski,  in  order 


to  settle  the  question  of  survivorship  between  the  hus- 
band and  wife,  who  shared  an  ocean  grave  on  that 
appalling  occasion.  All  the  harrowing  incidents  of  the 
dreadful  catastrophe  have  been  of  course  disclosed  by 
the  evidence,  so  far  as  they  could  be  collected  from  the 
surviving  witnesses  and  sufferers;  and  a beautiful  mo- 
del of  the  boat  is  placed  before  the  chancellor,  to  illus- 
trate the  evidence  and  the  argument.  The  ablest  coun- 
sel are  engaged  in  the  cause,  and  a theme  so  studded 
with  the  materials  of  eloquence,  will  doubtless  call  for 
the  highest  efforts  of  forensic  power.  The  honorable 
Hugh  S.  Legare,  commenced  the  argument  yesterday, 
in  behalf  of  the  survivorship  of  the  wife,  and  enchained 
the  attention  of  his  audience,  until  the  adjournment  of 
the  court,  with  a speech  of  thrilling  effect,  and  rarely 
equalled  power,  magnificence  and  beauty.  We  under- 
stand that  he  will  resume  and  conclude  his  argument 
to-day.  [ Charleston  Courier. 

Election,  The  election  for  congress  and  state  sena- 
tor in  the  London  district,  Virginia,  resulted  as  follows: 

CONGRESS.  SENATE. 

Counties.  McCarty.  Powell.  McRhany.  Rust. 
Loudon,  617  338  648  372 

Fairfax,  330  ]8  182  157 

Fauquier,  86  316 

1,033  721  830  529 

Mr.  Horner  received  69  votes  in  Fauquier. 

The  poll  in  Fairfax  county  was  kept  open  three  days. 

Gen.  Jackson — The  eighth  of  January.  The  recep- 
tion of  general  Jackson  on  the  8th,  was  such  as  must 
have  been  extremely  gratifying  to  the  aged  and  war- 
worn veteran.  He  was  escorted  to  the  city  down  the 
river  by  a convoy  of  four  steamboats,  laden  with  pas- 
sengers and  soldiers,  with  cannon  firing  and  colors 
streaming.  At  the  levee,  a crowd  of  several  thousand 
spectators  hailed  the  gallant  old  chief  on  landing.  The 
waving  of  hats,  and  a chorus  of  enthusiastic  cheers, 
announced  his  touching  the  shore,  which  twenty-five 
years  ago  his  valor  had  defended.  A procession  was 
then  formed,  consisting  of  a military  escort,  and  the 
citizens,  and  the  general  was  conducted  in  an  open 
carriage  along  the  levee  and  Canal  street,  amid  a sea 
of  human  heads,  to  the  state  house.  From  thence  the 
procession  moved  through  Canal  and  Charters  streets 
to  the  Place  d’ Annies  and  the  Cathedral.  The  city 
batrrdions  turned  out  in  large  numbers,  and  made  cer- 
tainly a magnificent  display.  But  all  the  pride,  pomp 
and  circumstance  of  war  was  forgotten  and  overlook- 
ed, in  the  eager  desire  to  gaze  on  the  “old  general.” 
Truly,  lie  was  a spectacle  worthy  the  veneration  of  the 
people,  who  owe  so  much  to  his  military  achieve- 
ments. His  head  was  white,  as  if  the  snow  of  a 
hundred  winters  had  fallen  upon  it;  and  the  palid  and 
wan  aspect  of  his  features  indicated  the  near  approach 
of  the  aged  hero  to  “that  bourne  whence  no  traveller 
returns.” 

In  passing  along  the  throng,  we  noticed  the  general 
frequently  returning  the  salute  of  spectators,  and  the 
wave  of  white  handkerchiefs  by  “ladies  fair,’’ never  fail- 
ed to  meet  with  a response  from  the  gallant  veteran. 
From  the  Place  d’Armesthe  procession  moved  into  the 
Cathedral,  where  an  eloquent  and  appropriate  address 
was  delivered  by  judge  Watts.  We  understand  the  re- 
marks of  the  orator  were  listened  to  with  great  satisfac- 
tion by  the  general,  who  signified  how  much  lie  felt  the 
honors  done  him  in  a brief  reply.  It  was  the  intention 
to  march  the  old  hero  to  the  scene  of  his  exploits — the 
battle  gro'und — the  plain  of  Chalmettes — but  the  fatigue 
of  the  day  was  too  much  even  for  the  iron  frame  of 
Old  Hickory,  enfeebled  as  it, had  been  by  sickness,  and 
broken  by  the  hardships  of  war.  For  this  reason  the 
spectacle  closed  at  the  Cathedral  and  from  thence  gen. 
Jackson  was  conducted  to  the  splendid  apartments 
prepared  for  him  at  the  French  Exchange.  The  pa- 
geant, on  the  whole,  was  well  got  up,  and  handsomely 
conducted.  The  victor  of  New  Orleans  has  reason  to 
be  pleased  with  the  cordiality  and  enthusiasm  of  his 
welcome.  While  the  citizens  of  New  Orleans  enjoy 
the  satisfaction  of  having  paid  marks  of  honor  and 
veneration  to  their  champion  and  hero,  who  has  come 
on  his  last  visit,  to  gaze  lor  the  last  time  on  the  scene  of 
his  glory.  riV.  O.  Bulletin. 

Departure  of  gen.  Jackson  from  New  Orleans.  On  the 
13th  instant,  the  ceremony  of  laying  the  corner  stone 
of  the  monument — to  be  erected  on  the  battle  ground 
at  New  Orleans,  was  performed,  at  which  general 
J ackson  was  present.  This  over,  lie  was  escorted  by 
the  military,  the  officers  of  the  city,  members  of  the 
legislature,  and  others  to  the  steamboat,  in  which  he 
departed,  amid  the  farewell  greetings  of  the  numerous 
citizens,  who  had  assembled  to  look,  probably,  for  the 
last  time,  upon  the  brave  defender  of  their  city. 

Thus,  says  the  New  Orleans  Picayune,  in  allusion  to 
the  ceremony  just  completed  previous  to  his  departure, 
thus  terminated  gen.  Jaekson’s  visit  to  New  Orleans,  a 
city  with  whose  history  his  name  will  be  enwoven 
though  no  marble  monument  should  ever  raise  to  per- 
petuate his  memory. 

Gas.  A highly  successful  experiment  has  been  made 
in  London  for  the  production  of  gas  from  water  and  tar 
combined.  The  gas  burned  with  a flame  as  pure  and 
bright  asthatfrom  coal,  while  the  expense  of  its  produc- 
tion is  much  less,  and  the  process  much  more  simple 
and  expeditious.  It  was  estimated  that  gas  from  tar 
and  water  could  be  furnished  at  one-third  of  the  price 
charged  for  coal  gas  by  the  companies. 

Indiana.  The  democratic  convention  which  was 
held  at  Indianapolis  in  this  state,  on  the  8th  ult.  nomi- 


nated Tilghman  A.  Howard  as  a candidate  for  gover- 
nor, Benjamin  S.  Tully  for  lieutenant  governor,  and  for 
electors  for  president  and  vice  president  William  Hen- 
dricks, George  W.  Ewing,  Robert  D.  Owen,  George 
Boon,  Thomas  J.  Hurley.  J.  L.  Robinson,  A.  Kenne- 
dy, W.  A.  Peaseelee  and  J.  M.  Loman.  It  is  said 
that  the  greatest  harmony  prevailed  at  the  meeting, 
and  not  a doubt  seems  to  be  entertained  of  the  tri- 
umphant success  of  the  democratic  cause  in  that  state 
at  the  coming  elections.  The  names  of  Martin  Van 
Buren  and  Richard  M.  Johnson,  are  placed  under  the 
editorial  head  of  all  the  democratic  papers  throughout 
the  state  as  candidates  for  president  and  vice  presi- 
den  t.  [Dem. 

James  river.  The  Richmond  Compiler  of  Saturday 
says,  the  river  rose  on  Tuesday  night  upwards  of  five 
feet,  caused  by  the  rain  of  Tuesday.  The  proprietors 
of  warehouses  and  lumber  yards  on  the  river  were 
securing  their  moveable  property  as  fast  as  possible. 
A part  of  Mayo’s  bridge  had  been  already  swept  away, 
and  the  remainder  would  go  with  the  surrounding  ice. 

, Bather’s  dam  had  partially  yielded  to  the  pressure,  and 
fears  were  entertained  that  it  would  be  swept  away 
altogether,  in  which  event  great  destruction  of  property 
would  be  occasioned  by  tne  immense  torrent  thus  let 
loose. 

Tne  Whig  says:  “The  destruction  of  Mayo’s  bridge 
by  the  ice  will  be  of  serious  inconvenience  to  the  city 
until  it  can  be  replaced.  A meeting  is  called  to-day  in 
Manchester  on  the  subject;  and  in  this  paper,  Mrs. 
Mayo  publishes  a notice  for  proposals  to  rebuild. 

“A  bridge  is  indispensable,  and  we  hope  it  will  be 
erected  promp'ly,  and  on  a plan  that  will  ensure  safety 
in  the  immense  travel  across  it. 

“During  the  last  thaw  upwards  of  one  hundred  bat- 
teaux  and  a large  canal  boat, passed  over  Bacher’s  dam, 
at  Maiden’s  Adventure  falls.  And  three  hundred  have 
been  destroyed  on  different  parts  of  the  river  during  the 
thaw-” 

Bill  Johnson — United  States  circuit  court.  At  the  ad- 
journed session  of  this  court,  judge  Conkling  presiding, 
the  celebrated  “Bill  Johnson  of  the  thousand  isles,”  was 
tried  for  a violation  of  the  neutrality  laws,  in  setting  on 
foot  a military  expedition  against  the  province  of  Upper 
Canada,  and  sentenced  to  one  year’s  imprisonment  in 
the  couuty  jail,  and  a fine  of  five  dollars.  [N.  Y.  Cour 

Money.  The  American  of  January  29  says:  “The 
money  rate  in  Philadelphia  is  one  per  cent,  a month 
out  of  doors,  and  on  good  paper.  In  New  York,  the 
rate  was  from  1 to  1 1-2  per  cent.’’ 

Ohio.  A state  convention  of  the  friends  of  Harrison 
and  Tyler  is  proposed  to  be  held  at  Columbus  on  the 
22d  of  February.  The  last  Scioto  Gazette  contains  the 
names  of  nine  hundred  and  fifty  delegates  appointed 
at  a meeting  of  the  whigs  of  Ross  county,  to  represent 
that  county  in  said  convention. 

Rhode  Island.  The  whig  state  convention  of  Rhode 
Island,  assembled  at  Providence,  nominated  on  the 
17th  instant  Samuel  W.  King,  of  Johnston,  for  the 
office  of  governor,  and  Byron  Diman,  of  Bristol,  for 
the  office  of  lieutenant  governor. 

The  administration  nominations  for  the  same  offices 
are  John  Brown  Francis,  of  Warwick,  for  governor, 
and  Nathaniel  B.  Bullock,  ofj  Bristol,  for  lieutenant 
governor. 

Tobacco.  The  Virginia  tobacco  crop  for  1839,  proves 
to  be  large  and  of  a good  quality.  It  is  estimated  at 
45,000  hlids.  The  whole  crop  of  the  United  States  is 
estimated  at  much  less  than  in  former  years.  Our  an- 
nual exports  have  averaged  about  100,000  hhds. 

Transylvania  university.  We  understand  that  the 
rev.  R.  J.  Breckenridge,  of  the  second  Presbyterian 
church  of  Baltimore,  has  been  elected  to  the  office  of 
president  of  Transylvania  university,  at  Lexington, 
Kentucky. 

The  weather.  The  year,  1839  closed  with  very  cold 
weal  her.  The  annexed  statement  will  give  the  reader 
some  idea  of  the  weal  her. 

Petersburg,  Virginia,  Jan.  1,  6 degrees  below  zero; 
Newburyport,  Dec.  31,  9 degrees  above  zero;  Rutland, 
Jan.  1,  zero;  Washington,  Dec.  31,  5 degrees  below 
zero. 

The  average  range  of  the  thermometers  in  Hartford, 
Connecticut,  Friday  morning,  the  17th  inst.  was  15 
deg.  below  zero — the  coldest  morning  by  10  or  12  deg. 
experienced  the  present  winter. 

At  Springfield,  Mass,  on  Thursday  morning,  the 
thermometer  stood  at  14  to  13,  and  on  Friday  morning, 
at  30  below  zero. 

In  Albany,  Friday  last  was  far  the  coldest  day  of  the 
winter.  The  thermometer  stood  at  6,  A.  M.  at  24  be- 
low zero.  [Penn.  Inq. 

At  Columbia,  Pa.  on  Friday  morning,  17th  instant, 
the  thermometer,  at  Gossler’s  hotel,  stood  at  four  de- 
grees below  zero — the  coldest  day,  (says  the  Cfourant) 
since  1835. 

At  New  Lebanon  (N.  Y.)  on  the  morning  of  the 
16th  inst.  the  mercury  was  down  to  30  degrees  below 
zero. 

Wheat  in  Ohio.  The  Massillon  Gazette  states  that 
fifty  cents,  cash,  per  bushel,  is  the  lowest  price  at 
which  wheat  has  been  sold  at  that  place  the  present 
season. 

Massillon  being  immediately  on  the  canal,  and  an 
import  depot  for  the  surrounding  agricultural  district, 
wheat  of  course,  bears  a top  price,  at  that  place,  com- 
pared  with  points,  somewhat  distant,  or  in  the  interior. 
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9CT Remittances  by  mail.  “A  postmaster  may  en- 
close money  in  a letter  to  the  publisher  of  a newspaper, 
to  pay  the  subscription  of  a third  person,  and  frank  the 
letter,  if  written  by  himself.” — Amos  Kendall. 

Some  of  our  subscribers  may  not  be  aware  that  they 
may  save  the  postage  on  subscription  money,  by  re- 
questing the  postmaster  where  they  reside  to  frank  their 
letters  containing  such  money,  he  being  able  to  satisfy 
himself  before  a letter  is  sealed,  that  it  contains  nothing 
but  what  refers  to  the  subscription.  [Am.  Farmer. 


Florida  war.  The  following  letter  from  Wash- 
ington puts  the  best  face,  we  presume,  upon  the 
employment  of  the  bloodhound;  but  what  can  com- 
pensate for  the  impression  to  be  made  on  the  civi- 
lized world  by  the  fact  of  a Christian' people  em- 
ploying brute  beasts  as  allies  against  the  untutored 
savage? 

Extract  of  a letter  from  Washington  to  a gentleman 
in  this  city. 

“The  arrival  of  the  bloodhounds  in  Florda  has 
caused  much  conversation  and  some  excitement 
here.  I learn,  on  inquiry,  that  the  late  governor  of 
the  territory  (Call)  sent  out  to  Cuba,  colonel  Fitz- 
patrick of  the  legislative  council  (and  not  of  army), 
for  those  animals.  The  secretary  of  war  neither 
suggested  the  importation,  nor  has  he  sanctioned 
their  employment;  but  has,  I learn  upon  good  au- 
thority, given  orders  that  if  the  dogs  are  used 
against  the  Indians  at  all,  it  must  be  only  as  fol- 
lows: Each  dog  to  be  muzzled  so  as  to  make  it 

impossible  that  he  shall  be  killed  by  the  Indians, 
or  bite  or  worry  one.  The  conductor,  holding  the 
leash,  trots  along,  on  foot  or  horseback,  by  the 
side  of  the  dog,  put  upon  the  tract  of  the  Indians. 
It  is  said  that  this-species  of  hound  will  follow,  by 
the  nose,  the  track  of  any  given  man  for  days  to- 
gether, and  at  an  interval  of  thirty  or  fifty  hours. 
It  is  thought  by  the  people  of  Florida  that,  in  this 
way,  the  enemy  can  be  followed  with  certainty 
into  their  most  secret  fastnesses— hammocks  and 
swamps.  The  conductors,  imported  with  the 
hounds,  are  not  fighting,  but  timid  men,  and  will  not 
move  a step  without  troops  at  their  heels,  nor  ap- 
proach near  enough  to  see  or  be  seen  by  the 
enemy.”  [American,  Feb.  6th. 

Resumption.  A resolution  has  passed  the  se- 
nate of  Tennessee  requiring  the  banks  in  that  state 
to  resume  specie  payments  forthwith.  Should  the 
slock  banks  refuse  to  comply  with  the  requisitions 
of  the  resolutions  within  60  days,  the  attorney  ge- 
neral is  directed  by  scire  facias  to  require  them  to 
appear  and  show  cause,  if  any  exist,  why  their 
charters  should  not  be  declared  forfeited. 

Repeal  of  charters.  The  legislature  of  Ohio 
have  decided,  by  a solemn  vote  of  both  houses, 
that  they  have  the  right  to  repeal  any  act  of  incorpo- 
ration. 

The  preamble  and  resolution  setting  forth  this 
doctrine,  were  adopted  by  the  house  on  the  20th  of 
January.  New  York  Jlmerican  of  Feb.  6. 

Suspension  legalised.  The  senate  of  Michi- 
gan have  negatived  a resolution  directing  the  com- 
mittee on  banks  to  bring  in  a bill  requiring  the 
banks  of  Detroit  to  pay  all  their  notes  and  liabili- 
ties on  demand  in  specie. 

Vol.  VII.— Sig.  25. 


FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 
great  Britain. 

The  packet  ship  Philadelphia,  at  New  York, 
brings  London  papers  to  the  evening  of  the  27th 
December,  being  two  days  later  than  our  last  ad- 
vices. 

Cotton  continues  firm.  The  demand  for  bread- 
stuffs  is  on  tlie  increase;  and  money  is  not  in  as 
great  demand  as  at  our  previous  dates. 

The  lords  of  the  treasury  have  refused  to  allow 
the  importation  of  foreign  flour  into  Ireland,  in  the 
face  of  a large  memorial  from  Belfast. 

The  London  Times  of  the  27th  says  that  money, 
without  being  in  any  great  request,  still  commands 
interest  at  the  rate  of  six  percent,  per  annum  at  the 
stock  exchange. 

The  Herald  says  that  the  chartists  have  again 
commenced  holding  secret  meetings  in  London. 

The  news  from  America  by  the  British  Queen 
was  considered  favorable;  more  so  than  had  been 
expected. 

The  ship  President  had  arrived  from  New  York, 
with  1,800  bbls.  of  flour. 

Mr.  Sauzet,  the  “administration”  candidate,  had 
been  elected  president  of  the  French  chamber  of 
deputies,  by  a handsome  majority. 

The  French  have  gained  further  advantages  over 
the  troops  of  Abd-el-Kader,  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Algiers. 

The  Carlist  general  Cabrera,  in  Spain,  has  been 
repulsed  in  an  attack  upon  Berga. 

The  Journal  du  Havre  of  the  2.3d  announces  that 
the  French  minister  of  marine  had  ordered  a general 
levy  of  seamen  throughout  the  fifth  maritime  dis- 
trict, including  all  the  seamen  employed  on  land 
and  in  the  arsenals.  This  measure  was  to  com- 
plete the  manning  of  the  squadron  in  reserve,  of 
which  the  minister  ordered  the  preparation  with  all 
possible  despatch. 

A difficulty,  it  seems,  ha3  taken  place  between 
(he  captain  of  the  British  frigale  Racehorse  and  the 
French  inhabitants  of  an  establishment  in  Guiana. 
The  Paris  papers  make  as  much  noise  about  it  as 
did  those  of  London,  not  long  ago,  about  some 
squabble  between  certain  French  and  English  of- 
ficers on  the  coast  of  Africa. 

The  prince  de  Joinville  arrived  at  Algiers  on  the 
23d  December. 

Official  notification  of  the  late  king  of  Denmark’s 
death  had  been  sent  to  the  court  of  France  by  the 
chevalier  de  Koss,  the  Danish  envoy  extraordinary, 
who  also  presented  his  credentials  from  his  new- 
sovereign.  The  court  was  ordered  into  morning 
for  the  late  king. 

London,  Dec.  27.  The  contents  of  the  letters  and 
papers  brought  by  the  British  Queen  steamboat 
have  given  satisfaction  to  the  commercial  interests 
connected  with  the  U.  States.-  It  appears  to  be  the 
general  opinion  that  mercantile  affairs  have  taken  a 
more  favorable  turn  in  America,  which  it  is  to  be 
hoped,  will  be  participated  in  shortly  on  this  side 
of  the  Atlantic. 

Our  readers  will  see,  by  a treasury  minute  in- 
serted in  this  day’s  paper,  that  ministers  will  keep 
faith  with  the  country  respecting  the  reduction  of 
postage,  whatever  may  be  the  result  on  the  re- 
venue. 

London,  Friday,  half  past  2 o’clock.  Now  that 
those  commercially  connected  with  the  U.  Slates 
have  had  time  to  compare  notes,  the  feeling  is  pret- 
ty general  that  the  accounts  received  per  the  Bri- 
tish Queen  are  much  more  favorable. 

Two  o’clock.  The  money  market  is  in  a very 
tranquil  state,  and  the  only  occurrence  likely  to 
disturb  it  for  the  present  i3  the  occurrence  of  the 
4th  of  January,  which,  when  commercial  affairs  in 
a thriving  condition,  is  generally  what  is  termed  a 
heavy  day. 

Corn  exchange.  There  is  lit  lie  doing  in  wheat, 
but  holders  are  not  at  all  disposed  to  take  lower 
rates,  and  speculators  have  turned  their  attention 
more  to  bonded  flour,  or  to  wheat  in  the  Baltic, 
where  prices  have  advanced  to  48s.  for  Rostock. 

There  are  buyers  of  Hour  in  bond,  say  Silesian  at 
31s.  and  American  at  32s.  per  196  lbs.  nett. 

The  latest  advices  from  Havre  give  the  review  of 
the  week  ending  the  21st  instant,  from  which  it  ap- 
pears that  business  had  not  been  very  active  of  late, 
and  that  there  had  been  but  little  alterationin  puces. 


Liverpool,  Dec.  26.  Cotton  market.  The  sales 
this  day  are  4,000  bale9  at  steady  prices.  The 
transactions  art  wholly  to  the  trade.  There  has 
been  a good  business  done  in  the  cotton  market  to- 
day— about  4,000  bales  principally  American  de- 
scriptions have  been  sold,  no  change  in  prices. 

The  funds  are  not  affected  to  any  extent  by  those 
temporary  pressures,  which  only  prove  the  abun- 
dance of  wealth  in  the  midst  of  the  scarcity  of  mo- 
ney. Consols,  for  the  opening,  have  realized  92  to 
$ to-day,  being  a shade  higher.  Exchequer  bills 
have  been  quoted  4s.  to  2s.  discount,  and  India 
bonds  7s.  discount.  Bank  stock,  177  to  178.  The 
share  market  has  been  almost  deserted  this  morning. 

Importation  of  flour  prohibited.  The  committees 

of  fhfi  public  buk'-rjr  la. to ly  ajdroccoi! 

morials  to  the  lords  of  the  treasury,  praying  that 
they  might  be  permitted  to  import  foreign  flour  into 
Ireland,  as  the  people  of  England  may  do  in  Eng- 
land. 

At  present  American  flour  can  be  purchased  in 
England  for  about  24s.  per  cwt.  whereas  the  best 
flour  here  costs  from  27s.  to  28s.  though  the  Ame- 
rican is  about  2s.  per  cwt.  better.  Yet  we  are  not 
permitted  to  import  a pound  of  the  latter  article, 
at  a time  when  Irish  flour  is  unlit  to  be  used  in  our 
bakeries! 

This  is  one  of  the  many  evidences  which  we  have 
of  the  monstrous  laws  that  interfere  with  our  supply 
of  food.  The  following  is  a reply  to  the  memorial 
above  referred  to: 

Treasury  chambers,  Dec.  19f/t,  1833. 

Gentlemen:  The  lords  commissioners  of  her  ma- 
jesty’s treasury  have  had  under  their  consideration 
your  memorial,  praying  the  removal  of  the  prohi- 
bition of  the  importation  of  foreign  flour  into  Ire- 
land, and  their  lordships  have  directed  me  to  ac- 
quaint you  that  they  cannot  comply  with  j'our  re- 
quest. I am,  gentlemen,  your  very  obedient  ser- 
vant. R.  GORDON. 

The  Belfast  Flour  and  Bread  company,  Belfast. 

FRANCE. 

Wednesday  being  Christmas  day,  the  French 
chambers  did  not  meet;  but  on  Tuesday  M.  Sauzet 
was  elected  president  of  the  chamber  of  deputies 
by  a majority  of  172  out  of  274  votes.  The  oppo- 
sition in  a mass,  to  the  number  of  92,  voted  for  M. 
Odillon  Barrot. 

The  speech  from  the  throne  appears  to  have  pro- 
duced much  disappointment  in  the  French  capital, 
-and  the  only  phrase  in  it  which  has  given  general 
satisfaction  is  that  which  declares  that  France  will 
never  relinquish  its  conquests  in  the  north  of  Africa. 
With  that  exception,  the  speech  is  considered  to  be 
moderate,  even  to  despondency,  and  people  wonder 
why  Louis  Phillip  has  been  induced  to  speak  in  so 
humble  a tone. 

Respecting  the  state  of  the  war  in  Africa,  the 
Moniteur  Parisian  of  Monday  night  contained  the 
following: 

‘ Government  has  not  yet  received  any  detailed 
report  ot  the  atfairs  uhich  took  place  on  the  14th 
and  15th  instant,  between  Bouftarick  and  Blidah. 
Wo  have  however,  received  the  following  on  the 
subject: 

“On  the  14th,  at  the  moment  when  the  moveable 
column,  composed  of  tJie  2d  and  17th  light  infan- 
try, 400  cavalry,  and  four  pieces  of  artillery,  was 
leaving  Mered  for  Blidah,  it  perceived  the  enemy 
in  the  plain.  As  soon  the  troops  of  the  Emir  were 
within  reach,  the  cavalry  fell  upon  them,  and  our 
Chasseurs  attacked  the  Arab  irifrantry,  who  had 
been  thrown  into  disorder,  with  the  sabre,  and  drove 
them  into  a ravine. 

The  infantry  completed  the  dispersion  of  the 
enemy  and  pursued  them  into  the  underwood  which 
covers  the  first  declivities  of  the  Atlas.  A great 
number  of  bodies  were  left  or.  the  ground  by  the 
fugitives.  Several  Arabs,  at  the  moment  when 
our  soldiers  fell  on  them,  cried  out  ‘grace!’  They 
were  Souaves,  who  had  passed  over  to  the  enemy; 
our  cavalry  showed  them  no  pity.  During  this 
combat,  about  300  Arab  horsemen  were  endeavor- 
ing to  mancEUvre  on  our  rear,  and  100  Chasseurs, 
who  formed  the  rear  guard,  received  orders  to  at- 
tack them  vigorously.  The  Arabs  were  overthrown 
at  the  first  shock,  and  alter  having  lost  a great 
number  of  men  ami  horses,  fled  in  all  directions.  The 
column  then  marched  on,  and  passed  the  night  in 
the  upper  camp  of  Blidah. 
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At  6 o’clock  in  the  morning  ofthe  15th,  whilst  a 
convoy  was  proceeding  from  the  camp  to  the  town 
of  Blidah,  the  2d  light  infantry,  supported  by  the 
artillery,  marched  against  the  Arabs  who  had  shown 
themselves  at  the  foot  of  the  Atlas,  between  the 
town  and  the  Chiffa.  The  regular  infantry  of  Abd- 
el-Kader  was  again  dispersed,  and  experienced 
still  greater  losses  than  on  the  preceding  day.  The 
2d  light  infantry  which  fought  under  the  eyes  of 
the  23d  and  24th  of  the  line,  who  occupied  the  camp, 
acquired  by  this  affair  new  claims  to  the  esteem  of 
the  army. 

After  this  check  the  enemy  no  longer  ventured 
to  bring  forward  regular  troops;  some  horsemen  and 
a few  Kablyes  alone  continued  to  fire  on  the  plain. 
Every  thing  is  quiet  at  Koleah  and  in  the  Sahel. 
On  this  side  the  enemy  has  not  attempted  to  ap- 
proach our  lines.  On  the  16th  a moveable  column, 
commanded  by  colonel  Lafontain,  was  inancevring 
between  the  Aratch  and  the  Hamise.  If  they 
should  have  succeeded  in  coming  up  with  the  ene- 
my. he  has,  without  doubt,  again  received  a severe 
lesson,  for  the  troops  were  full  of  ardor.” 

The  Toulonnais  of  the  20th  inst.  brings  letters 
from  Algiers  of  the  16th,  which  however  add  little 

to  Our  p rc viouo  ocovuulSi  Wlion  tho  Pharo  It3 ft, 

two  squadrons  of  cavalry  were  engaged  with  the 
Arabs,  near  the  Maison  Carree,  20  of  the  former, 
including  a chief  of  squadron  and  another  offi- 
cer, remained  on  the  field.  Abd-el-Kader  wassup- 
posed  to  be  still  at  Medeah,  but  was  shortly  ex- 
ected  on  the  banks  of  the  Chilf'a,  where  the  main 
ody  of  his  forces  was  encamped,  under  the  com- 
mand of  his  lieutenants,  Berkani  and  Embareck. 
Marshal  Valle  being  apprehensive  of  an  attack 
against  his  country  seat,  which  is  situate  within 
half  a league  of  Algiers,  had  caused  the  furniture 
of  it  to  be  removed  to  the  fort  of  the  emperor. 

The  camps  of  Ouel  Chandel,  of  Harba,  and  the 
Arrach,  and  generally  all  the  fortified  points, 
which  formed  the  connecting  link  between  Coleah 
and  Bidah,  had  been  evacuated  by  the  French, 
leaving  the  Arabs  masters  of  the  entire  plain. 
According  to  a letter  from  Blidahj  the  loss  of  the 
French  in  that  quarter  amounted  to  200  men.  One 
company  of  the  24th  regiment,  consisting  of  104 
rank  and  file,  and  their  captain,  M.  Thomas,  had 
been  decapitated  by  the  Arabs. 

The  Moniteur  publishes  the  following  telegra- 
phic despatches: 

“The  maritime,  perfect  to  the  minister  of  marine. 

Toulon,  Dec.  22. 

According  to  the  report  of  the  captain  of  the 
Neptune  it  was  rumored  in  Algiers,  that  on  the 
11th  the  column  commanded  by  general  Rulhieres, 
whilst  proceeding  with  provisions  to  the  camp  of 
Koleah,  had  had  near  Maelma  a serious  engage- 
ment, in  which  the  Arabs  had  been  again  defeated. 

“The  same  report  states  that  a vessel  which  ar 
rived  from  Oran  on  the  18th  had  brought  intelli- 
gence of  the  resumption  of  hostilities  in  the  west. 
The  chief  of  the  Garabas  had  been  killed  in  an 
affair  against  our  troops.” 

The  Monituer  also  states  that  by  the  last  report 
from  Africa  the  number  of  sick  in  the  various  hos- 
pitals had  diminished.  The  number,  which  was 
on  the  1st  Nov.  2,390,  had  been  reduced  to  1,778 
on  the  1st  inst. 

The  Gazette  Piedmontese  of  the  19th  observes, 
with  regard  to  the  eastern  question,  that  “the  in- 
tervention of  the  great  European  powers  in  the 
difference  between  the  porte  and  Mehemet  Ali  had 
not  yet  entirely  ceased,  but  that  it  was  so  modified 
as  to  be  merely  negative.  England,  France  and 
Austria  had  declared  to  the  viceroy — 1st,  that  he 
might  open  if  he  pleased,  direct  negotiations  with 
the  porte,  but  that  the  powers  would  not  grant 
their  sanction  or  guarantee  to  any  peace  that  did 
not  rest  on  an  equitable  footing; — 2d,  that  no  coer- 
cive measures  would  be  resorted  to  against  Mehe- 
met Ali,  unless  in  consequence  of  the  advance  of 
his  army  into  Asia  Minor  or  of  any  other  aggres- 
sions against  Turkey  on  the  part  of  Egypt.” 

Paris,  December  24. — Funds. — Five  per  cent. 
112f.  15c.;  four  and  a half  per  cents  107f.;  fourpqr 
cent.  102f.  50c.;  three  per  cents  80f.  40c.;  ex- 
change on  London,  one  month,  paper,  25f.  20c.; 
money  25f.  20c.;  three  months,  paper.  25f.;  money 
24f.  97  l-2c.  Last  prices. — Five  per  cents  112f. 
40c.;  three  per  cents  80f.  55c. 

HOLLAND. 

Rejection  of  the  budget.  The  Hague,  Dec.  23. 
In  the  sitting  of  the  second  chamber  to-day  the 


debate  on  the  budget  for  1840  was  opened.  The 
following  document  was  first  read: 

“Noble  and  mighty  lords.  In  consequence  of 
your  request  thfit  we  would  take  into  consideration 
the  project  of  law  for  a loan  to  be  charged  on  the 
colonies,  it  becomes  necessary  to  provide  means 
for  completing  the  ways  and  means  to  cover  the 
expense  of  1840.  With  this  view  we  submit  to 
your  consideration  the  subjoined  project  of  law, 
recommending  you  to  God’s  holy  keeping. 

“WILLIAM.” 

“ The  Hague,  Dec.  21.” 

This  project  is  forproducing  a sum  of  11,220,000 
florins,  to  meet  the  expenditure  of  1840;  and  like- 
wise a sura  of  four  millions  of  florins,  which  is 
required  for  the  Syndicate,  making  together 
15,741,000  florins. 

The  chamber  then  proceeded  to  the  debate  of 
the  budget  which  was  rejected  by  50  members 
voting  against,  and  only  one  for  the  project  of  law 
for  fixing  the  expenditure  for  1840,  so  that  his  ma- 
jesty was  to  be  requested  to  take  it  into  further  con- 
sideration. 

His  excellency  the  minister  of  finance  then  de- 
clared that  he  was  authoiised  by  his  majesty  in  this 
case  to  withdraw  the  hnAgot  vf  me  ways  and 
means,  as  well  as  the  project  of  law  presented 
this  morning. 

Amsterdam,  Dec.  24.  The  budget  is  rejected. 

Dec  . 25. — 250  hhds.  of  tobacco  (Virginia)  had 
gone  off  by  auction  at  26  to  36  centimes  per  J 
killo  gramme. 

JAMAICA. 

The  New  Orleans  Picayune  of  the  12th  ultimo, 
contains  the  following  intelligence  from  Jamaica. 

By  the  fast  sailing  British  schooner  Will  Watch, 
arrived  last  evening  from  Montego  Bay,  Jamaica, 
we  have  received  full  files  of  papers  up  to  the  15th 
of  December. 

The  new  governor  of  Jamaica  is  said  to  be  very 
popular,  and  compels  the  negroes  to  work. 

Another  slaver.  Her  Britannic  majesty’s  schooner 
Skipjack  had  brought  into  Montego  Bay  a prize,  the 
Portuguese  brig  Ulysses,  with  529  slaves  on  board, 
which  she  captured  off  the  Isle  of  Pines  a few  days 
previous,  after  a chase  of  12  hours.  The  captain, 
Fernandez,  a Portuguese,  escaped  w'ith  13  passen- 
gers, chiefly  captains  of  captured  slavers,  and  six 
negroes.  Fernandez  took  with  him  about  $8,000. 
Flour  was  very  scarce  at  Montego  Bay,  and  it  was 
feared  that  the  slaves  would  meet  with  the  same 
fate  which  had  befallen  a previous  lot  brought  in 
there,  die  for  the  want  of  the  proper  farinaceous 
food. 

The  government  of  the  island  of  Jamaica  has  pass- 
ed-a  law  laying  a duty  of  2s.  6d.  sterling  per  barrel 
on  all  flour  imported  after  the  31st  of  December, 
1839,  and  proportionate  duty  upon  pork  and  several 
other  articles  of  produce — said  laws  to  continue  in 
force  until  31st  Dec.  1840. 

TRINIDAD. 

Emigration  to  the  British  island  of  Trinidad. — The 
New  York  Sun  says:  We  have  received  by  the  ship 
Metamora,  captain  Lowe,  just  arrived  from  Trini 
dad,  a most  encouraging  account  of  the  colored 
emigrants  who  went  out  in  this  vessel  in  October 
last,  under  the  protection  of  the  government.  Of 
the  two  hundred  who  went  out,  every  individual 
had  employment  the  day  they  landed,  and  in  one 
or  two  instances  (he  most  intelligent  obtained  em- 
ployment as  overseers  at  $500  per  annum;  no  one 
receives  less  than  $1  per  day,  and  rations,  and  the 
most  earn  $1  50  per  day.  Captain  Lowe  is  highly 
spoken  of  as  a commander,  and  the  Metamora  will, 
we  understand,  sail  again  with  emigrants  about 
the  first  of  next  month.  The  Trinidad  papers 
speak  in  the  most  flattering  terms  of  the  persons 
gone  out,  and  invite  as  many  agricultural  laborers 
as  will  also  go,  promising  them  high  wages  and 
every  advantage. 

HAVANA. 

The  steam  ship  Natchez  at  Nerv  Orleans  brings 
dates  to  January  11.  The  only  news  is  the  resig- 
nation of  the  governor,  general  Ezpeleta,  on  the 
10th,  on  account  of  ill  health,  and  the  arrival  from 
Spain  on  the  next  day  of  his  successor,  his  excel- 
lency Don  Pedro  Tellez  de  Giron,  prince  of  An- 
glona,  who  landed  from  the  Spanish  frigate  Isabella 
II,  under  a general  salute  of  artillery,  and  was  re- 
ceived by  all  the  troops  of  the  capital. 

The  new  governor  of  Cuba,  is  the  prince  of  An- 
glona,  a perfect  Tacon  of  a fellow. 

INTERESTING  CONGRESSIONAL  TABLES. 
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Appointment  by  the  president,  by  and  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  senate.  George  W.  Jones, 
to  be  surveyor  of  the  public  lands  for  the  territo- 
ries of  Wisconsin  and  Iowa,  the  1st  day  of  April, 
1840. 

Anthracite  furnace.  The  smelting  of  iron  ore 
with  anthracite  was  considered  to  be  an  object  of 
such  importance  to  those  interested  in  the  iron 
works  of  Pennsylvania,  that  a considerable  sum  was 
offered  by  several  persons  of  capital  and  liberality  to 
any  one  who  should  keep  a furnace  in  blast  with 
that  fuel  for  three  months.  The  successful  result 
of  the  experiment  was  announced  some  time  ago; 
the  space  of  three  months,  however,  elapsed  but 
lately,  when  Mr.  William  Lyman,  the  superinten- 
dent of  a furnace  in  Pottsville.  called  upon  the  com- 
mittee who  were  to  be  (he  umpires  in  the  matter, 
and  invited  them  to  witness  the  results  of  his  under- 
taking. A public  dinner  was  given  on  the  occasion, 
at  which  the  committee,  with  Nicholas  Biddle,  esq. 
at  their  head,  were  present,  after  having  examined 
the  scene  of  Mr.  Lyman’s  labors  and  other  iron  works 
in  the  borough. 

Mr.  Biddle’s  speech,  in  reply  to  a complimentary 
toast,  contained  many  interesting  particulars  rela- 
tive to  the  manufacture  of  iron,  and  the  vast  import- 
ance ofthe  mineral  resources  of  Pennsylvania.  Iron 
and  coal,  those  two  great  elements  of  wealth,  were 
now  united,  and  both  made  to  subserve  one  common 
purpose  of  utility.  He  stated  that,  within  the  last 
five  years,  iron  and  steel  had  been  imported  into 
Pennsylvania  alone,  to  the  amount  of  forty-nine 
millions  of  dollars,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the 
state  abounded  with  the  native  raw  material  to  an 
extent  almost  illimitable.  The  United  States  con- 
tain at  least  eighty  thousand  square  milps  of  coal  land 
exceeding  sixteen  fold  all  the  coal  regions  of  Europe! 
One  uninterrupted  range  of  coal  formation  extends' 
from  Pennsylvania  to  Alabama, — a distance  of  nine 
hundred  miles  and  contains  fifty  thousand  square 
miles — a surface  greater  than  the  whole  superficial 
area  of  England.— Of  the  fifty  four  counties  of  Penn- 
sylvania, thirty  have  iron  and  coal  in  them;  of  her 
44,000  square  miles  of  territory,  10,000  teem  with 
these  indigenous  materials  of  national  wealth.  Great 
Britain  possesses  in  all  but  2,000  square  miles  of 
coal  and  iron  lands;  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  there- 
fore, alone  contains  resources  five  times  as  great  as 
are  those  of  the  country  which  takes  from  us  an- 
nually ten  millions  of  dollars  for  manufactured  iron. 

In  a general  view  of  the  condition  of  the  coun- 
try, Mr.  Biddle  referred  to  the  course  of  trade  for 
some  time  past,  and  stated  that  within  the  last  ten 
years  we  had  imported  silks  to  the  value  of  118 
millions  of  dollars,  wines  To  the  amount  of  40  mil- 
lions, and  iron  worth  84  millions;  in  all,  articles  to 
the  amount  of  243  millions  of  dollars,  and  these, 
too,  of  products  which  might  either  have  been  dis- 
pensed with  to  a great  extent,  or  supplied  from 
home  resources. 

In  allusion  to  the  state  debt  of  Pennsylvania,  Mr. 
B.  spoke  of  it  as  being  no  object  of  dread.  If  Eng- 
land can  pay  the  interest  of  her  national  debt  of  four 
thousand  millions  of  dollars  from  her  domestic  means 
and  industry,  there  seemed  to  be  little  cause  of  ap- 
prehension in  regard  to  Pennsylvania,  possessing, 
as  she  does,  such  abundant  elements  of  native  wealth! 
This  observation  may  be  applied  to  all  the  states  of 
this  union.  Let  but  the  policy  of  the  country  be 
directed  towards  fostering  domestic  industry:  let 
the  sentiment  generally  prevail  that  our  only  reli- 
ance for  independence  is  upon  our  own  labor  and 
the.  indigenous  materials  which  nature  has  so  libe- 
rally supplied  at  our  hands,  and  there  need  be  no 
cause  of  distrust  in  reference  to  the  future.  The 
vast  regions  included  within  the  territory  of  the 
Uni'ed  States  are  filled  with  the  embryo  germs  of 
national  wealth,  which  require  only  the  aid  .of  art 
and  industry  to  become  productive  to  an  extent 
which  the  past  history  of  the  human  race  is  inade- 
quate even  to  typify.  It  is  fortunate  for  us  that  our 
mountains  abound  with  coal  and  iron  instead  of 
gold  and  silver;  that  our  soil  yields  not  spontaneous 
fruits;  that  our  climate  breathps  not  the  enervating 
temperature  of  the  tropics.  We  have  a high  des- 
tiny offered  to  us  upon  nobler  terms.-  to  win  it  will 
show  that  we  deserve  it.  Every  production  wrought 
out  of  the  elements  which  the  earth  furnishes  will 
stand  as  a witness  of  manly  effort,  as  well  as  of  the 
bounty  of  nature.  [Balt.  American,  Jan.  31. 


(}CJ=The  following  tables,  stating  in  a succinct  and  distinct  form,  the  one  the  votes,  &c.  for  speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives,  and  the  other,  the  poli- 
tical, &c.  complexion  of  the  committees  of  the  senate,  have  been  handed  us  for  insertion.  They  are  compiled  by  a gentleman  of  Pennsylvania,  of  much  in- 
dustry and  research,  and  exhibit  at  one  view  the  whole  subject.  We  hope  hereafter  to  be  able  to  avail  ourselves  of  his  services  for  the  benefit  of  our  readers. 

United  States  senate. — Committees  ofthe  U.  S.  senate  appointed  by  the  hon.  W.  R.  King,  of  Alabama,  president  pro  temf  December,  18.39.  This 
table  details  the  names  ofthe  members,  the  state  they  represent,  the  numberofeach  political  party  composing  the  committee,  in  figures:  star  (*)  designates 
Van  Buren.  In  order  to  have  a comparative  view,  alongside  on  the  Tight  hand  columns,  is  the  number  of  the  political  party  on  each  committee,  also  in 
figures,  appointed  by  vice  president,  Johnson,  September,  1837,  being  his  first  act  in  the  chair. 
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Committees. 

1 Foreign, 

2 Finance, 

3 Commerce, 

4 Manufactures, 

5 Agriculture, 

6 Military, 

7 Militia, 

8 Naval, 

9 Public  lands, 

10  Private  lands, 

11  Indian, 

12  Claims, 

13  Revolutionary, 


Penn. 

Buchanan,* 
N.  Y 

Wright,* 

Ala. 

King,* 

Ga. 

Lumpkin,* 

Lou. 

Mouton,* 

Mo. 

Benton,* 

Ala. 

Clay,* 

Maine, 

Williams,* 

Miss. 

Walker,* 

Mo. 

Linn,* 

Ten. 

White, 

N.  II. 

Hubbard,* 

Con. 

Smith,* 

N.  J. 


Ky. 

Clay, 

Mo. 

Benton,* 

Mass. 

Davis, 

S.  C. 

Preston, 

Md. 

Spence, 
S.  C. 

Preston, 

Ind. 

Smith, 

N.  J. 

Southard, 

Ark. 

Fulton,* 

Ark. 

Sevier,* 

Ark. 

Sevier,* 

III. 

Yong,* 

Ten. 

White, 

Del. 


Va. 

Roane,* 

N.  H. 

Hubbard,* 

Maine. 

Ruggles,* 

Penn. 

Buchanan,* 

Mo. 

Linn,* 

N.  J. 

Wall,* 

Vt. 

Phelps, 

Ga. 

Cuthbert,* 

Ala. 

Clay,* 

Del. 

Clayton, 

Mo. 

Linn,* 

Md. 

Merrick, 

Ky. 

Crittenden, 

N.C. 


Ohio, 

Allen,* 

Lou. 

Nicholas,* 

Lou. 

Mouton,* 

Ohio, 

Allen,* 

N.C. 

Brown,* 
N.  H. 

Pierce,* 

Ark. 

Fulton,* 

N.  C. 

Strange,* 

Vt. 

Prentiss, 

Lou. 

Mouton,* 

Ind. 

White, 

Me. 

Williams,* 
R.  I. 

Knight, 


N.  C. 

Brown,* 

Mass. 

Webster, 

Mich. 

Norveli.* 
R.  I. 

Knight. 

Con 

Smith,* 

Lou. 

Nicholas,* 

Ohio, 

Tappan,* 

Ohio, 

Tappan,* 

Mich. 

Norveli,* 

Con. 

Betts, 

Vt. 

Phelps, 

Con. 

Betts, 

III. 

Robinson,* 


1839.  1837. 

V.  Buren.  Oppo.  V.  Buren.  Oppo. 


14 

J udiciary, 

Wall,* 

III. 

Clayton, 

Strange,* 

r.  r. 

(jrittenaen, 

Ark. 

j.nu. 

Smith, 

Miss. 

2 

3 

4 

I 

15 

Post  office. 

Robinson* 

III. 

Lumpkin,* 

Vt. 

Knight, 

Miss. 

Fulton,* 
. Md. 

Henderson,* 

Ind. 

4 

1 

4 

1 

16 

Roads  and  canals, 

Young,* 
N.  H. 

Phelps, 

Vt. 

Hendorson,* 

Ind. 

Spence, 

Va. 

Smith, 

Con. 

2 

3 

5 

0 

17 

Pensions, 

Pierce,* 

Md. 

Prentis, 

Ky. 

White, 

Ga. 

Roane,* 
N.  J. 

Betts, 

Del. 

2 

3 

4' 

1 

18 

District  of  Columbia, 

Merrick, 
N.  C. 

Crittenden, 

Mass. 

Lumpkin,* 

Vt. 

Southard, 

III. 

Clayton, 

Md. 

1 

4 

4 

1 

19 

Patent  office, 

Strange,* 

R.I. 

Davis, 

Ark. 

Prentiss, 

Ga. 

Robinson,* 

Spence, 

2 

3 

3 

2 

20 

Expenses  of  senate, 

Knight, 

Ind. 

Fulton,* 

Miss. 

Lumpkin,* 

Vt. 

2 

1 

2 

1 

21 

Congress  bills, 

Smith, 

Henderson,* 

Phelps, 

- - - 

- 

1 

2 

2 

1 

60 


41 


76 


25 


Of  the  21  chairmen  of  speaker  King’s  appointing  17  Van  Buren,  4 opposition.  Of  the  21  chairmen  of  vice  president  Johnson’s  appointing  19  Van  Buren, 
2 opposition.  It  appears,  however,  that  speaker  King  has  shewn  a little  more  liberality  to  his  opponents  than  vice  president  Johnson.  From  the  Globe  and 
Telegraph,  two  leading  papers  at  Washington,  agreed  to  a few  votes  on  the  returns  of  all  the  states,  except  South  Carolina,  it  being  the  only  state  that  voted 
by  the  legislature;  Telegraph  claimed  a few  thousands  majority.  Globe  no  return  as  follows: 

Globe.  Total.  Telegraph.  Total. 

Van  Buren,  762,149  1 1,498,875  Van  Buren,  754,2171  1,527,017 

Opposition,  736,736  > Maj,  25,413  Opposition,  772,800  j Maj.  17,983 

From  these  returns,  if  the  sovereign  voice  has  any  say  in  public  bodies,  it  appears  the  opponents  is  entitled  to  one-half  of  the  chairmen  and  committees. — 
Vice  president  Johnson’s  popular  vote  653,762. 

Election  of  speaker  of  the  26th  congress,  1839.  The  election  of  this  officer  caused  two  weeks  contention  and  wrangling,  occasioned  by  the 
dispute  in  reference  to  the  New  Jersey  members.  In  order  therefore  to  have  a fair  view  of  the  proceedings,  the  following  statement  places  each  member 
to  his  appropriate  state,  shewing  distinctly  how  he  voted  and  for  whom.  The  eleventh  ballot,  on  the  16th  December,  resulted  as  follows: 


Hunter,  Va. — Opposition. 


Slates. 

1 Maine,  Evans,  Vandall, 

2 N.  Hampshire,  ......... 

3 Massachusetts,  Adams,  Lawrence,  Saltonstall,  Cushing,  Briggs,  Lincoln,  Cal- 

houn, Hastings,  Reed,  ..... 

4 Rhode  Island,  Tillinghast,  Cranston,  ...... 

5 Connecticut,  Trumbull,  Storrs,  Williams,  Osborne,  Rockway,  Smith, 

6 Vermont,  Hall,  Slade,  Everett,  ...... 

7 New  York,  Hoffman,  Curtis,  Monroe,  Johnson,  Palen,  Hunt,  Barnard,  Brown, 

Russell,  Wagner,  Chittenden,  Clark,  Grinnell,  Morgan,  Gran- 
ger, Marvin,  Fillmore,  Mitchell,  Gates,  Peck, 

8 New  Jersey,  Randolph,  ....... 

9 Pennsylvania,  Sergeant,  Tolland,  Naylor,  Davies,  James,  Edwards,  Simonton, 

Cooper,  Ogle,  Biddle,  Henry,  ..... 

10  Maryland,  Dennis,  Johnson,  Jenifer,  ..... 

11  Virginia,  Wise,  Botts,  Taliaferro,  Hill,  Mercer,  Goggin,  Hopkins, 

12  N.  Carolina,  Rayner,  Stanly,  Deberry,  Fisher,  Graham,  Williams, 

13  S.  Caiolina,  Holmes,  Thompson,  Pickens,  Campbell,  Sumter,  Butler,  Griffin, 

14  Georgia,  Warren,  Nesbit,  King,  Cooper,  Black,  Colquett,  Habersham, 

Dawson,  Alford,  ...... 

15  Kentucky,  Triplet,  Underwood,  Williams,  Anderson,  Green,  Pope,  Graves, 

White,  Andrews,  Davis,  ..... 

16  Alabama,  Crabb,  Dillett,  ....... 

17  Louisiana,  White,  Chinn,  Garland,  ...... 

18  Tennessee,  Carter,  Williams,  Campbell,  Bell,  Gentry,  Crockett,  Williams, 

19  Illinois,  Stewart,  ........ 

20  Indiana,  Proffit,  Raridan,  ...... 

21  Ohio,  Goode,  Corwin,  Morris,  Bond,  Ridgeway,  Mason,  Allen,  Gid- 

dings,  ....... 

22  Missouri,  ......... 


Jones,  Va. — Administration. 
2 Lowell,  Clifford,  .... 
Atherton,  Williams,  Shaw, 

g | Permenter,  Williams, 


2 

3 


Smith,  ....... 

1 Kemble,  Jonps,  Vanderpoel,  Fine,  Ely,  Hand,  Allen,  Leo- 
nard, Earl,  Strong,  ...... 


^ ^ Keim,  Petriken,  ...... 

3 Thomas,  Worthington,  Hillen,  Carroll,  Thomas,  . 

„ C Holleman,  Rives,  Banks,  Dromgoole,  Lucas,  Bierne,  John- 
£ son,  Steinrod,  ...... 

6 Shepard,  McKay,  Hawkins,  Hill,  Connor, 

7 Rogers,  ....... 


11 

2 

5 

8 

5 

1 


Butler, 


McClellan,  Blackwell,  Turney,  Brown, 

Smith,  Howard,  . . . 

Weller,  Doane,  Parrish,  Taylor,  Sweeny,  Hastings,  Swear- 
ingen, ....... 

Miller,  ....... 


In  all,  119 

For  Keirn,  of  Pa.  Beatv,  Davis,  Fornance,  Galbraith,  Gerry,  Hammond,  Morris,  Hook,  Leet,  McCulloh,  Marchand,  Paynter,  Morris,  Newhard, 
Wagener,  Pa.  Bynum,  Montgomery,  N.  C.  Duncan,  Leadbetter,  O.  Lewis,  Hubbard,  Ala.  Samuels,  Va.  Rogers,  N.  V.  Robinson,  Del. 
For  Casey,  of  III.  Brewster,  Montayne,  Doig,  Dana,  N.  Y.  Carr,  Wick,  la.  Boyd,  Ky.  Craig,  Va.  Johnson,  Tenn.  Reynolds,  III. 

For  Pickens,  of  S.  C.  Thompson,  Brown,  Miss.  Coles,  Va.  Rhett,  S.  C.  Medill,  O.  Waterson,  Tenn.  Chapman,  Ala.  Starkweather,  O.  . 

For  Atherton,  of  N.  H.  Burke,  Eastman,  N.  H.  Jackson,  Floyd,  N.  Y. 

For  Thomas,  of  Md.  Casey,  111.  Jones,  Va.  Mallery,  N.  Y.  ........... 

For  Starkweather,  of  Ohio,  Crary,  Mich,  for  Clifford,  of  Me.  Davee,  Me.  for  Howard,  of  Ia.Davis,  la.  ...... 

For  Boyd,  of  Ky.  Jamison,  Miss,  for  Lewis,  of  Ala.  Smith,  Me. 

For  Davee,  of  Me.  Fretcher,  Vt.  Parris,  Anderson,  Me.  . . . . . . . . . . 

Scattering  votes, 


7 
1 

65 

24 

10 

8 

4 

3 

3 

2 

3 

—57 


Recapitulation — Opposition,  119;  administration,  112;  whole  number,  231;  majority,  5 — necessary  to  a choice,  116;  majority,  3. 


In  all,  112 
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We  are  indebted  to  the  Madisonian  for  the  following  table  of  the  committees  of  the  house  of  representatives:  - 

The  organization  of  the  committees  of  the  house  of  representatives.  The  subjoined  is  speaker  Hunter  s appointments  of  standing  committees  ot  the  26th 
congress.  The  state  to  which  each  member  belongs  is  superadded.  The  number  of  the  political  party  on  each  committee  in  figures  on  the  right  hand  co- 
lumn;  with  speaker  Polk’s  appointments  of  the  25th  and  24th  congress,  also  on  the  right  hand  columns. 


Names  of  the  30 
committees. 


Va. 

1 Ways  and  means-  Jones, 

Ga. 

2 Claims 


Hunter,  26th  Polk,  25th  Polk,  24th 
congress,  congress,  congress. 


THE  NAMES  IN  ITALICS  ARE  SUPPORTERS  OF  MR.  VAN  BUREN. 


3 

eq 


3 Commerce 

4 Foreign  affairs 

5 Judiciary 

6 Public  lands 

7 Post  office 

8 Military 

9 Militia 


13  Pub.  expenditure 

14  Revolution'y  pen. 

15  Invalid  pensions 

16  Manufactures 

17  Agriculture 

18  Naval  affairs 


20  Indian  affairs 

21  Territories 

22  Roads,  canals 

23  Accounts 


Pa. 

Biddle, 

N.  Y. 

Russell, 

Md. 

Hillen, 

Mass. 

Cushing, 

Mich. 

Crary, 

111. 

Reynolds, 

Ya. 

Hopkins, 

S.  C. 

Thompson,  Miller, 
Tenn. 

Carter, 

N.  T 

Randolph, 

Va. 

Rives, 

Tenn. 

Williams, 

Me. 

Smith, 

Ind. 

Carr, 

Ohio. 

Morris, 


N.  H. 

Atherton, 

Va. 

Banks, 

La. 

White, 

Va. 

Dromgoole,  Granger, 


Mass.  S.  C. 
Lawrence,  Rhett, 
Ohio. 

Gid  dings, 

N.  H. 

Burke, 

N.  Y. 


N.  Y. 
Hoffman, 
Mass. 
Lincoln, 
Ala. 

Chapman, 
Mo. 


Tenn. 
Turney, 
Mich. 
Crary, 

N.Y. 

Marvin, 

Va. 

Coles, 

Pa. 

Wagner, 

Va, 


Ga. 

Nesbit, 

Md. 

Dennis, 

Mass. 

Reed, 

La. 

Garland, 
N.  C. 

Williams, 

Md. 

Jenifer, 

Ky. 

Graves, 

Mass. 


S.  C. 

Griffin, 

HaliyL  - 
N.  Y. 

Fillmore, 

Va. 

Bierne, 

Ohio. 

Bond, 

Ky. 

Andrews, 

N.  Y. 

Chittenden,  Doane, 
Vt.  R.  I. 


N.  H. 

Williams, 

Pa. 

Toland, 

N.C. 

Bynum, 

Ohio. 

Mason, 

Ky. 

White, 

Ohio. 

Leadbetter, 

Ky. 

Kemble, 
Md. 


N.  Y. 

Me.  N.  C. 

< Ga. 

<§* 

3 

§ 

Vanderpoel, 

Tenn. 

Evans,  Connor, 

N.C.  Pa. 

Cooper, 

N.Y. 

5 

4 

6 

3 

6 

3 

Gentry, 

Ga. 

Hill,  Galbraith, 

Me.  Va. 

Mallory, 

Ohio. 

5 

4 

2 

7 

1 

8 

Habersham,  Parris,  Botts, 

Kv.  Ind.  Vt. 

Weller, 

Me. 

4 

5 

6 

3 

6 

3 

Hawes, 

Va. 

Howard,  Everett, 
Ga.  Con. 

Clifford, 
N.  Y. 

5 

4 

6 

3 

6 

3 

Samuels, 
N.  C. 

Colquett,  Storrs, 
Va.  Ala. 

Barnard, 

Miss. 

3 

6 

5 

4 

5 

4 

Fisher, 

Tenn. 

Garland,  Hubbard, 
Ky.  S.  C. 

Thompson, 

Miss. 

5 

4 

7 

2 

7 

2 

Williams, 

Anderson,  Butler, 

Brown, 

5 

4 

6 

3 

6 

3 

Ohio. 

Allen, 

Ohio. 


P.  F.  Thomas,  Goode, 


Mass. 


N.  Y. 
Monroe, 
N.  Y. 
Rogers, 
43.  U. 


Tahaterro,  rarmenter, 


Ohio. 
MediU, 

N.  Y. 
Clark, 
Ind. 

Rariden, 
Va. 
Steinrod, 
Ohio. 


Ala. 
Crabb, 
Me. 
Davee, 
Ohio. 
Duncan, 
N.  C. 
Rayner, 
N.  Y. 
Strong, 
Md. 


1ST.  C. 
Montgomery,  Rogers, 


Tenn. 
Brown, 
N.  C. 
Graham, 
Tenn. 
Crockett, 
Pa. 
Davies, 
Me. 
Randall, 
Va. 


N.  C. 
Fisher, 

R.  I. 

Cranston, 

Vt. 

Hall, 

Con. 


S.  C. 
Sumter, 
Ky. 

Triplett, 
N.  Y. 

Ely, 

Con. 
Smith, 
Ga. 
Black, 
Tenn. 


Va. 
Goggin, 
Ohio. 
Ridgway, 

Swearingen, 

Va. 

Botts, 

N.  C. 
Flawkins, 
Pa. 


Waterson,  McCulloch, 


Ohio. 


Brockway,  Taylor, 


Pa. 
Morris, 
N.  Y. 


Slade, 

Tenn.  Vt. 

McClellan,  Smith, 


Tillinghast, Worthington,  Dromgoole,  Mitchell, 


S.  C. 
Holmes, 
Mass. 
Calhoun, 
Ga. 
Alford, 
Pa. 
Ramsey, 
Md. 
Carroll, 
N.  Y. 


Ga. 
King, 

Ala. 

Dillet, 

Ark. 

Cross, 

Tenn. 

Campbell, 

Va. 

Hill, 

Pa. 


Pa. 
Hammond, 
N.  Y. 
Grinnell, 
Ind. 
Wick, 

La. 

Chinn, 

111. 

Ste.wart, 

Ind. 

Smith, 

N.  Y. 


N.  H. 
Shaw, 

Me. 

Anderson, 

Ky. 

Butler, 

N.  C. 
Shepard, 
N.  Y. 

Brewster, 
Ohio. 


Ohio. 
Sweeny , 

Pa. 

Robinson, 
Mass. 
Hastings, 
Va. 
Lucas, 
n Ky. 
Davis, 

N.  C, 


N.Y. 
Palen, 
N.H. 
Eastman, 
N.  Y. 


N.  Y. 

Hand, 

Pa. 

Edwards, 
Pa. 
Davis, 
Pa. 
Hook, 
Ind. 


Dawson, 

N.  Y. 

Curtis, 

S.  C. 

Pickens, 

Pa. 

Sergeant, 

Ohio. 

Corwin, 

N.  C. 

McKay, 

Tenn. 

Johnson, 

Pa. 

Kiem, 

Va. 

10  Revolution,  claims  Craig, 

S.  C. 

11  Elections  Campbell, 

Md. 

12  Dist.  of  Columbia  Johnson, 

Mass. 

Briggs, 

Va. 

Taliaferro, 

Ky. 

Williams, 

Mass. 

Adams, 

N.  C. 

Deberry, 

Md. 

F.  Thomas, 

111. 

19  Private  I’d. claims  Casey, 

Tenn. 

Bell, 

„ Ky. 

Pope, 

Pa. 

Ogle, 

Va. 

Johnson, 

N.  Y. 

24  Unfinis’d  business  Peck, 

Ky. 

25  Expend,  st.  dep’t.  Underwood 

Me. 

26  Trea’y  department  Evans, 

Lou. 

27  War  department  Garland, 

Mass. 

28  Navy  department  Saltonstall, 

N.  Y. 

29  P.  O.  department  Marvin, 

N.  C. 

30  Ex.  pub.  buildings  Stanly, 

116  122  127  111  139 

26th  congress,  by  speaker  Hunter,  of  the  30  chairmen,  9 Van  Buren,  21  opposition.  Of  the  members  116  Van  Buren,  122  opposition;  in  all  238. 
25th  congress’  by  speaker  Polk,  of  the  30  chairmen,  19  Van  Buren,  11  opposition.  Of  the  members,  127  Van  Buren,  111  opposition;  in  all  238. 
24th  congi-pss,  by  speaker  Polk,  of  the  30  chairmen,  20  Jackson,  10  opposition.  Of  the  members,  139  Jackson,  99  opposition;  in  all  238. 
Speakerlstevenson  occupied  the  chair  8 sessions— speaker  Polk  4 sessions— together  about  12  years. 


Holleman,  Proffit, 


Mo. 
Jameson, 
N.  Y. 
Hunt, 

N.  Y. 


La. 
White, 
Ind. 
Davis, 
N.Y. 


Montayne,  Fine, 


Starkweather,  Rayner, 


Ga. 
Colquitt, 


Tenn. 

Blackwell, 


Lawrence,  Johnston, 
Ohio.  N.  Y. 

Marchand, 

Pa. 

Floyd, 

N.  Y. 

tl 

u 

44 

• 44 

3 

2 

3 

2 

3 

2 

Parish, 
N.  C. 

Jackson, 

Ala. 

James, 

Me. 

Dana, 

Coil. 

it 

“ 

44 

44 

3 

2 

1 

4 

2 

3 

Bynum, 
N.  H. 

Crabb, 

Con. 

Lowell, 

Ga. 

Trumbull, 
N.  Y. 

(4 

<4 

44 

2 

3 

3 

2 

1 

4 

Atherton, 

Ind. 

Osborne, 
N.  Y. 

Warren, 
S.  C. 

Jones, 

Pa. 

14 

44 

2 

3 

3 

2 

1 

4 

Howard, 
N.  Y. 

Wagner, 

Pa. 

Holmes, 

Ky. 

Cooper, 

Pa. 

44 

(4 

44 

2 

3 

2 

3 

4 

1 

Vanderpoel,  Simonton, 
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Indemnity  for  slaves.  Payment  has  actually  been 
made  by  the  British  government  for  the  slaves 
wrecked  from  American  coasling  vessels,  at  Ber- 
muda, and  liberated  by  English  law. 

We  have  from  Washington  a copy  of  the  corres- 
pondence between  the  two  governments  communi- 
cated to  the  senate,  and  the  sum  of  £23,500  was 
voted  for  this  purpose  by  the  house  of  commons, 
on  the  5th  of  August,  as  Mr.  Stevenson  says,  “with- 
out a division,  and  after  little  debate.” 

Lord  Palmerston,  however,  in  a letter  of  2d  May, 
announcing  the  purpose  of  the  cabinet  to  recom- 
mend such  an  appropriation,  refers  Mr.  Stevenson 
“to  the  correspondence  which  has  already  passed 
between  them  on  this  subject,  for  the  reasons  which 
will  prevent  the  British  government  from  admitling, 
either  now  or  hereafter,  any  claim  for  compensation 
in  respect  to  slaves  thrown  within  British  jurisdiction, 
after  the  period  when  slavery  was  abolished  in  the 
British  dominions.  [ New  York  American. 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Between  the  governor  of  N.  Jersey  and  the  speaker  of 
the  house  of  representatives  U.  Stales. 

State  of  New  Jersey, 

Executive  department,  Trenton,  Jan.  24,  1840. 

Sir:  l herewith  transmit  a copy  of  a preamble 
and  resolutions  passed  by  the  legislature  of  the  state 
of  New  Jersey  at  their  present  session,  and  request 
that  you  will  lay  the  same  before  the  representa- 


tives to  the  26th  congress  from  the  several  states, 
now  assembled  at  Washington.  I have  the  honor 
to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  PENNINGTON,  gov.  of  N.  Jersey . 
Hon.  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  a represensative  from  Va. 

House  of  representatives  of  the  United  Slates, 
Washington,  Jan.  30,  1840. 

To  his  excellency , gov.  Pennington. 

Sir:  I have  received,  through  you,  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  council  and  general  assembly  of  New 
Jersey,  a copy  of  which  was  ordered  to  be  trans- 
mitted to  “the  honorable  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  a repre- 
sentative from  the  state  of  Virginia,”  with  a “re- 
quest that  he  will  lay  the  same  before  the  other 
representatives  from  the  several  states,  now  assem- 
bled at  Washington.”  As  an  individual,  or  as  a 
member  from  the  state  of  Virginia,  I should  always 
esteem  it  a distinguished  honor  to  be  selected  as 
the  organ  through  whom  the  sovereign  state  of  New 
Jersey  might  be  pleased  to  express  its  wishes  and 
opinions.  But  as  I have  no  right  to  suppose  that 
the  council  and  general  assembly  of  New  Jersey 
have  designed  thus  to  distinguish  me  individually 
and  to  the  exclusion  of  the  honorable  member  from 
that  state  who  with  others  constitute  (he  present 
house  of  representatives,  I feel  bound. to  conclude, 
upon  tfiis  consideration,  and  from  the  general  tenor 
of  the  resolutions  themselves,  that  they  were  sent 
to  me  on  account  of  the  station  which  I at  present 
'occupy. 


Under  these  circumstances,  I beg  leave  most  re- 
spectfully to  decline  to  lay  these  resolutions  before 
the  house  over  which  I have  the  honor  to  preside, 
as  virtually  they  seem  to  deny  my  title  to  the  office 
of  speaker,  and  the  right  of  those  who  have  in- 
vested me  with  that  trust. 

The  house  of  representatives  of  the  U.  States  of 
America,  having  elected  a speaker,  has  a right  to 
expect  that  all  communications  m£de  to  it  through 
its  organ  should  be  addressed  to  him  in  his  official 
capacity.  Under  this  view  of  the  case,  it  would 
seem  that  I cannot  comply  with  the  request  of  the 
council  and  the  general  assembly  of  New  Jersey, 
with  a due  regard  to  the  dignity  of  the  house,  or 
without  admitting  by  inference  that  it  had  confer- 
red upon  me  authority  which  it  had  no  right  to 
give,  and  that  I myself  am  discharging  the  func- 
tions of  an  office  to  which  I have  no  title.  These 
are  admissions  which  I am  not  prepared  to  make. 

In  thus  stating  my  views  in  reference  to  the  re- 
quest made  of  me,  I raise  no  question  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  the  resolutions  themselves,  or  as  to  the 
right  of  the  council  and  genera!  assembly  of  New 
Jersey  to  adopt  them.  1 only  refer  to  them  as  they 
relate  to  my  official  station,  to  show  that  I am  in- 
fluenced by  no  want  of  respect  for  the  constituted 
authorities’of  the  state  of  New  Jersey,  but  govern- 
ed entirely  by  a sense  of  duty  to  the  house,  of  which 
I am  the  organ,  and  which  may  expect  that  1 shall 
not  lay  before  them  communications  which  refuse 
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to  accredit  me  as  such,  I am  not  disposed  to  cavil 
about  mere  matters  of  form,  nor  do  I imagine  that  a 
ersonal  disrespect  was  intended  to  beoffered  to  me 
y those  whose  station  and  dignity  alike  forbid  such 
a supposition.  Hut  when  an  omission  of  form  seems 
designed  as  a mode  of  denying  the  rights  and  privi- 
leges of  the  house  of  representatives,  of  which  I ain 
the  organ,  it  becomes  my  duty  to  do  nothing  which 
may  recognise  the  propriety  of  such  an  omission. 

I have  retained  the  copy  of  the  resolutions  trans- 
mitted to  me  until  I shall  be  further  advised  by  your 
excellency  of  any  other  disposition  which  it  may 
be  proposed  to  make  of  them. 

In  conclusion,  I beg  leave  to  express  my  regret 
that  I should  be  unable  to  comply  with  any  re- 
quest made  of  me  by  the  council  and  general  as- 
sembly of  New  Jersey. 

J have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your 
obedient  servant,  R.  M.  T.  HUNTER. 

NORTHEASTERN  BOUNDARY. 
Correspondence  in  relation  to  the  northeastern  boun- 
dary question,  communicated  by  the  president  of 

the  United  States  to  the  senate. 

Executive  department , Saco,  Dec.  12,  1339. 

Sir:  Having  seen  in  the  public  prints  extracts 
from  some  of  the  provincial  papers,  stating  that  two 
regiments  of  British  troops  had  been  stationed  at 
Tetniscouata  lake,  in  the  disputed  territory,  I have 
been  induced  to  inquire  of  your  excellency  whether 
there  be  any  foundation  for  these  reports.  A move- 
ment so  clearly  in  violation  of  the  anangement  en- 
tered into  through  the  mediation  of  gen.  Scott,  I 
shall  not  permit  myself  to  believe  your  excellency 
would  make,  without  stronger  evidence  than  a news- 
paper paragragh. 

The  extreme  sensitiveness  of  the  public  mind 
upon  this  subject,  1 trust  your  excellency  will  per- 
ceive, affords  additional  reasons  for  an  early  expla- 
nation. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  respect,  your 
excellency’s  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  FAIRFIELD,  governor  of  Maine. 
His  excellency  maj.  gen.  sir  John  ilarvcy;  lieut.  gov. 
province  of  New  Brunswick. 

Government  house. 

Fredericklon,  (N.  B.)  Dec.  19,  1839. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt, 
this  day,  of  your  excellency’s  letter  of  the  12th  inst. 

Whatever  movements  of  troops  may  have  taken 
place  on  the  side  of  Lower  Canada  have  been  made 
by  authority  superior  to  mine;  but  1 apprehend  they 
have  consisted,  not  of  two  regiments,  but  of  one  or 
two  companies,  (as  small  a detachment  as  can  well 
be  made  to  so  great  a distance  consistently  with  the 
maintenance  of  a due  degree  of  discipline),  for  the 
protection  of  certain  buildings  which  have  been 
constructed  for  the  better  accommodation  of  her 
majesty’s  troops  on  their  march  between  the  Up- 
per and  Lower  Provinces,  and  of  the  provisions, 
stores  and  other  public  property  therein  deposited. 

A copy  of  your  excellency’s  letter  shall  be  trans- 
mitted by  me  to  the  authorities  in  Canada,  who  I 
can  assure  your  excellency,  are  as  anxious  as  I am, 
that  the  spirit  as  well  as  the  letter  of  the  agreement 
entered  into  between  your  excellency  and  myself, 
under  the  mediation  of  gen.  Scott,  in  March  last, 
should  be  scrupulously  observed  on  our  part. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  respect,  your 
excellency’s  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

J.  HARVEY,  maj.  gen.  lieut.  gov.  N.  B. 
His  excellency  gov.  Fairfield 

Saco,  state  of  Maine.  Secretary  of  state  to  the  go- 
vernor of  Marne. 

Department  of  state,  Washington,  Jan.  2,  1840. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  23d  ult.  to  the  president 
has,  with  its  enclosures,  been  received,  and  relcrred 
to  this  department.  The  information  therein  con- 
tained respecting  the  alleged  occupation  by  British 
troops  of  a portion  of  the  disputed  territory  had  be- 
fore reached  him  from  another  quarter,  and,  by  his 
direction,  had  immediately  been  made  the  subject 
of  representations  from  this  department  to  the  British 
minister,  accompanied  by  a request  that  he  would 
communicate  such  information  in  relation  to  the 
subject  as  he  might  have  in  his  possession  or  could 
obtain  from  the  British  colonial  authorities.  Pre- 
suming that  the  desired  information  is  to  be  procur- 
ed from  the  last  mentioned  source,  sufficient  time 
has  not  yet  been  afforded  for  that  purpose;  but  I am 
instructed  by  the  president  to  state  that,  so  soon  as 
an  answer  is  received  from  the  British  minister,  its 
purport  shall  be  communicated  to  your  excellency. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  respectl'ull v,  your  excel- 
lency’s obedient  servant,  JOHN  FORSYTH. 
His  excellency  John  Fairfield,  gov.  of  Maine. 

Mr.  Fox  to  Mr.  Forsyth. 

Washington,  November  2,  1839. 

Information  which  has  been  reported  to  her  Bri- 
tannic majesty’s  government  in  England,  and  more 
recent  intelligence  which  has  been  conveyed  to  the 


undersigned  by  the  British  authorities  in  the  pro- 
vince of  New  Brunswick,  make  it  the  duty  of  the 
undersigned,  her  Britannic  majesty’s  envoy  extra- 
ordinary and  minister  plenipotentiary,  to  call  the 
immediate  and  serious  attention  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  to  the  extensive  and  un- 
scrupulous, (although  it  is  to  be  hoped  and  believed 
the  unauthorised)  acts  of  encroachment  which  con- 
tinue to  be  carried  on  by  the  people  of  the  state  of 
Maine,  within  the  line  of  the  disputed  territory. 

It  is  unnecessary  here  to  recapitulate  the  terms  of 
the  several  agreements  which  were  entered  into  in 
the  months  of  February  and  March  last,  first  be- 
tween the  secretary  of  state  of  the  United  States  and 
the  undersigned  at  Washington,  and  afterwards  be- 
tween the  lieutenant  governor  of  New  Brunswick, 
the  governor  of  Maine,  and  major  general  Scott,  of 
the  United  States  army,  for  the  purpose  of  averting 
the  danger  of  local  collision  upon  the  frontier,  pend- 
ing the  final  settlement  of  the  boundary  question  be- 
tween the  governments  of  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States.  The  terms  of  those  agreements,  and 
their  true  intent  and  meaning,  are  sufficiently  well 
known.  Her  majesty’s  authorities  have,  on  their 
part,  not  only  scrupulously  adhered  to  the  letter  and 
spirit  of  the  engagements  referred  to,  but  they  have 
been  desirous  upon  every  occasion  of  interpreting 
in  the  most  frank  and  liberal  mannerany  point  upon 
which  a doubt  or  cavil  could  arise. 

The  undersigned,  however,  regrets  to  say  that 
the  same  correct  and  scrupulous  observance  has  not 
marked  the  conduct  of  the  people  of  Maine,  or  that 
of  the  subordinate  officers  employed  by  the  go- 
vernor of  the  state. 

The  armed  posse  from  the  state  of  Maine,  which 
it  was  agreed  upon  should  be  allowed  to  remain  in 
the  disputed  territory,  within  certain  limits,  for  the 
purposevof  guarding  the  timber  upon  the  disputed 
lands  from  waste  and  spoliation,  has  already  ad- 
vanced, itappeers,  far  beyond  those  limits,  extend- 
ing its  operations,  and  its  armed  occupation  of  the 
country,  along  the  whole  way  from  the  valley  of  the 
Aroostook  to  the  mouth  of  Fish  river  into  the. val- 
ley of  the  Upper  St.  Johns,  and  thus  into  a portion 
of  the  Madawaska  settlements.  All  this  is  clearly 
at  variance  with  the  terras  and  spirit  of  the  engage- 
ments signed  by  the  governor  of  Maine,  under  the 
sanction  and  guaranty  of  gen.  Scott. 

The  establishments,  also,  which  have  been  form- 
ed by  the  persons  composing  the  armed  parties  on 
the  banks,  both  of  the  Aroostook  and  the  Fish 
rivers,  have  assumed  an  aspect  and  character  more 
decidedly  military,  and  more  resembling  a per- 
manent national  possession  of  the  country,  than  can 
be  either  required  or  justified  in  the  civil  posse 
of  a land  agent,  holding,  for  the  sole  purpose  of 
preventing  trespasses,  the  temporary  occupation  of 
a district  which  is  claimed  by  two  parties,  and 
the  title  to  which  is  not  yet  settled  between  them. 
These  establishments  or  stations  are  fortified  with 
entrenchments  and.  with  cannon;  and  the  number 
of  armed  men  composing  their  garrisons  is  far  greater 
than  the  occasion  can  warrant.  A permanent  state 
road  is  also  being  .constructed  from  the  frontier 
of  Maine  into  the  valley  of  the  Aroostook,  and 
from  thence  on  the  south  side  of  St.  Johns  to  the 
Fisli  river,  the  object  of  which  road  is  to  connect 
those  portions  of  the  disputed  territory  with  the 
towns  of  Augusta  and  Bangor,  and  other  acknow- 
ledged parts  of  the  state  of  Maine. 

It  moreover  appears  that  land  surveyors,  acting 
under  the  authority  of  the  state  of  Maine,  are  em- 
ployed in  marking  out  lots  and  townships  within 
the  aforesaid  portion  of  the  disputed  territory;  and 
that  sales  of  lands  are  being  made,  with  deeds  re- 
gularly drawn  under  the  authority  of  the  state,  as  if 
those  lands,  lying  withing  a region  which  her  ma- 
jesty’s government  confidently  claims  to  be  a right- 
ful possession  of  the  British  crown,  formed  on  the 
contrary,  a recognised  part  of  the  public  domain  of 
the  state  of  Maine. 

It  is  true  that  the  present  course  of  encroachment 
and  the  wrongful  occupation  of  the  land  by  the  citi- 
zens of  Maine,  W'hether  acting  as  unauthorised  in- 
dividuals, or  with  the  sanction  of  the  authorities  of 
the  state,  cannot  in  any  way  place  in  jeopardy  the 
eventual  rights  of  Great  Britain,  for  whatever  shall 
be  the  line  of. boundary  between  her  majesty’s  pos- 
session and  the  republic  of  the  United  States,  de- 
finitely recognised  and  decided  upon  by  the  two  go- 
vernments, either  through  the  attainment  of  the 
true  line  of  the  treaty  of  1783,  or  through  the  adop- 
tion of  a conventional  line,  her  majesty’s  govern- 
ment will  have  to  rely  upon  the  federal  government 
of  the  United  States,  in  conjunction  with  the  go- 
vernment of  her  majest)',  to  assert  and  carry  out 
the  decision,  whatever  may  be  the  views  and  pre- 
tensions of  the  inhabitants  of  the  state  of  Maine 
notwithstanding. 

But  it  is  evident  that  the  establishment,  in  the 
mean  time,  of  new  interests,  and  the  growing  up,  as 


it  were,  of  new  proprietary  claims  upon  the  lands 
which  are  yet  in  dispute,  may  end  by  embarrassing 
the  action  of  both  governments;  of  the  government 
to  whom  the  districts  shall  be  finally  allotted,  and  of 
the  government  which  will  be  called  upon  definite- 
ly to  relinquish  it. 

The  same  argument  has  been  held,  and  the  same 
principle  has  been  contended  for,  by  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  no  less  than  by  the  go- 
vernment of  Great  Britain.  It  will  be  in  the  im- 
mediate recollection  of  the  government  of  the  U. 
States  that  when,  in  the  year  1837,  an  alleged  act, 
or  design  rather,  of  encroachment  of  a farless  direct 
or  objectionable  character  than  the  operations  re- 
ferred to  in  the  present  note,  namely,  the  survey  of 
a projected  line  of  rail  road  from  Quebec  to  St. 
Andrew’s,  passing  through  a part  of  the  disputed 
territory,  was  complained  of,  and  remonstrated 
against  by  the  president,  her  majesty’s  government 
immediately  consented  to  order  that  survey  to  bp 
relinquished.  The  undersigned  cannot  doubt  but 
that  the  government  of  the  United  States  will  now 
on  their  part,  be  guided  by  a similar  and  reciprocal 
disposition. 

The  undersigned,  therefore,  while  protesting  in 
the  first  place,  formerly,  in  the  name  of  his  govern- 
ment, against  the  acts  of  encroachment  by  the  peo- 
ple of  Maine,  above  enumerated  and  complained  of, 
urgently,  also,  and  for  the  ends  of  peace  and  good 
will,  appeals  to  the  government  of  the  U.  States  to 
cause  those  acts  of  encroachmenls  to  be  desisted 
from,  in  order  that  whenever  a practical  adjustment 
of  the  line  of  boundary  shall  be  obtained  no  minor 
or  incidental  occasions  of  dispute  may  remain  to 
obstruct  that  final  and  friendly  settlement  of  the 
controversy  when  the  undersigned  feels  pursuaded 
it  is  the  equally  earnest  desire  of  both  governments 
to  accomplish.  The  undersigned  avails  himself  of 
this  occasion  to  renew  to  the  secretary  of  state  of 
the  U.  States  the  assurance  of  his  distinguished  con- 
sideration. H.  S.  FOX. 

Hon.  John  Forsyth,  fyc.  SfC.  fyc. 

Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Fox. 

Department  of  slate,  Washington,  Dec.  24,  1839. 

The  undersigned,  secretary  of  state  of  the  U. 
Slates,  having,  in  pursuance  of  directions  from  the 
president,  requested  the  governor  of  Maine  to  com- 
municate to  him  such  information  as  might  be  in 
his  possession  in  relation  to  a complaint  preferred 
by  Mr.  Fox,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  ple- 
nipotentiary of  Great  Britain,  in  a note  dated  the 
2d  ultimo,  of  alleged  encroachments  on  the  part  of 
the  state  of  Maine  upon  the  territory  in  dispute  on 
the  northeastern  frontier  of  the  United  Slates,  is 
enabled  by  a recent  communication  from  the  go- 
vernor of  the  state,  to  lay  before  Mr.  Fox,  for  the 
information  of  his  government,  the  following  state- 
ments and  observations. 

With  reference  to  the  first  ground  of  complaint, 
the  undersigned  is  informed  that,  early  last  spring, 
the  land  agent  of  Maine  despatched  a small  frorce, 
consisting  of  about  twenty-five  men,  to  Fish  river, 
for  the  purpose  of  dispersing  a band  of  trespassers 
understood  to  have  been  operating  at  that  place,  in 
consequence  of  which  the  trespassers’  camps  were 
broken  up,  some  of  them  driven  off,  and  a few,  with 
their  teams,  brought  to  the  settlement  on  the  Aroos- 
took, but  subsequently  released;  that  the  land  agent 
in  further  pursuance  of  what  he  deemed  his  duty, 
again  sent  a party  of  about  the  same  number  of 
men  to  the  mouth  of  Fish  river,  to  extend  a boom 
across  it,  in  order  to  prevent  the  timber,  which  had 
been  cut  by  the  trespassers,  from  being  driven  out 
into  the  St.  Johns,  and  to  hinder  further  depreda- 
tions by  cutting.  The  object  of  the  expedition  had 
been  accomplished,  and  the  party  remained  on  the 
ground  at  the  date  of  the  governor's  communica- 
tion. 

So  far  (lie  undersigned  is  unable  to  perceive  that 
any  thing  has  been  done  by  the  people  of  Maine  in 
any  way  contravening  the  spirit  of  the  agreement 
entered  into  by  Mr.  Fox,  or  that  of  the  arrangement 
proposed  by  gen.  Scott,  and  subscribed  to  by  the 
authorities  of  Maine  and  New  Brunswick.  In  the 
first  place,  the  territory  contigious  to  the  mouth  of 
the  Fish  river  on  either  side  of  the  St.  Johns,  can, 
in  no  proper  sense,  be  considered  as  included  in  the 
Madawaska  settlement.  It  is  distant  some  twenty- 
five  miles  above  it,  and  the  two  points  are  not  con- 
nected by  any  continuous  occupations  or  settlement 
of  the  country.  But  even  if  the  point  referred  to, 
formed  part  of  the  Madawaska  settlement,  the  agree- 
ment o(  the  27th  February  stipulated  that  in  the 
eventof  necessity  for  dispersing  notorious  trespas- 
sers or  protecting  public  property  depredation  from 
by  armed  force,  the  operation  would  be  conducted 
jointly  or  separately,  according  to  agreements  be- 
tween the  governments  of  Maine  and  Brunswick. 
Under  such  an  agreement  negotiated  through  the 
agency  of  gen.  Scott,  the  governor  of  Maine  was  to 
maintain  within  the  disputed  territory,  under  a land 
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years  the  state  has  been  occasionally  surveying  and 
lotting  those  lands,  granting  them  for  literary, 
charitable  and  religious  purposes,  and  selling  them 
in  small  lots  to  actual  settlers.  Of  this  right,  so 
long  exercised,  Maine  alleges  that  she  has  done 
nothing  to  divest  herself,  and  that  the  discussions 
and  negotiations  upon  the  Maine  question  of  boun- 
dary could  not  have  had  the  effect  of  weakening 
her  title  to  rights  she  had  so  long  been  in  the  habit 
of  enjoying. 

It  is  with  no  little  surprise  that,  in  the  face  of 
the  complaints  which  form  the  subject  of  Mr. 
Fox’s  note,  the  president  has  received  intelligence 
of  her  majesty’s  colonial  authorities  having  recent- 
ly stationed  a regiment  of  regular  troops,  part  at 
the  north,  and  part  at  the  south  end  of  Lake  Te- 
miscouata,  and  of  her  majesty’s  forces  having  com- 
menced building  barracks  on  both  sides  of  the  St. 
Johns,  at  its  confluence  with  the  Madawaska. 
Such  proceedings  on  the  part  of  the  agents  of  the 
British  government,  would,  if  true,  constitute  such 
a flagrant  contravention  to  the  existing  understand- 
ing between  the  parties,  that  the  president  cannot 
but  hope  that  the  report  which  has  reached  him  of 
the  occupation  referred  to  is  founded  upon  incor- 
rect information. 

The  undersigned  requests  that  Mr.  Fox  will 
communicate  to  him  such  information,  if  any,  as  he 
may  have  in  his  possession  in  relation  to  the  sub- 
ject, and  that  he  will,  by  such  representations  as 
the  circumstances,  if  founded  in  fact,  will  obvious- 
ly suggest,  impress  her  majesty’s  colonial  authori- 
ties with  a sense  of  the  inexpediency  and  impru- 
dence of  such  proceedings,  and  of  the  unhappy 
consequences  likely  to  attend  their  persistence 
therein. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion 
to  renew  to  Mr.  Fox  the  assurance  of  his  distin- 
guished consideration,  JOHN  FORSYTH. 

Henry  S.  Fox,  esq.  fyc.  fyc.  fe- 


rities to  cancel  or  infringe  the  terms  of  those  pro- 
visional engagements,  so  long  as  the  same  are  ob- 
served with  fidelity  by  the  other  party. 

The  particular  motives,  and  the  amount  of  the 
present  movement  of  troops,  have  been  explained 
in  a frank  and  satisfactory  manner  to  the  governor 
of  Maine  by  the  lieutenant  governor  of  New  Bruns- 
wick, in  a correspondence  which  has  been  made 
public,  and  which  it  appears,  has  been  officially 
communicated  by  the  governor  of  Maine  to  the 
president  of  the  United  States. 

With  regard,  however,  generally,  to  the  reinforce- 
ment of  military  posts,  and  other  defencive  and  pre- 
cautionary measures,  whether  along  the  confines  of 
the  disputed  territory,  or  within  that  portion  of  it 
where,  according  to  the  provisional  agreements  be- 
fore cited,  the  authority  of  Great  Britain  was  not  to 
be  interfered  wdth,  the  undersigned  has  to  observe 
that  the  adoption  of  such  measures  by  her  majesty’s 
authorities  cannot  be,  with  reason,  objected  to  or 
complained  of  by  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  wffien  regard  is  had  to  the  reports  which 
have  for  some  time  past  been  circulated,  (and  of 
the  prevalence  and  consistency  of  those  reports  the 
United  States’  government  are  themselves  fully 
aware)  respecting  the  probable  intentions  of  the 
legislature  of  the  state  of  Maine  to  revoke,  during 
its  present  session,  the  provisional  agreements  now 
in  force,  and  to  authorise  some  new  and  extensive 
act  of  aggression  over  the  stipulated  territory. — 
And  the  undersigned  has  regretted  to  observe  that 
the  language  of  the  governor  of  Maine,  in  his  re- 
cent message  to  the  legislature,  at  the  opening  of 
the  session,  is  calculated  to  encourage  rather  than 
to  restrain  such  rash  and  obnoxious  designs. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion 
to  repeat  to  the  secretary  of  state  of  the  United 
States  the  assurance  of  his  distinguished  considera- 
tion. H.  S.  FOX. 

The  honorable  John  Forsyth,  8,-c.  §-c.  fyc. 


agent  a small  civil  posse,  armed  or  unarmed,  to  pro- 
tect the  timber  recently  cut,  and  to  prevent  further 
depredations  Vvitbout  any  limitation  as  to  the  sphere 
of  its  operation  within  the  bounds  of  the  disputed 
territory.  To  the  attainment  of  those  ends,  the  ac- 
tion of  the  parties  detached  by  the  Maine  land  agent 
appears  so  far  as  the  undersigned  is  informed,  to 
have  been  strictly  confined. 

As  to  the  military  aspect  and  character  alleged 
by  Mr.  Fox  to  have  been  assumed  by  the  parties 
on  the  Aroostook  and  Fish  rivers,  it  appears  that 
those  despatched  to  the  last  mentioned  points,  com- 
posed, as  stated,  each  of  about  twenty-five  men, 
neither  militia  nor  soldiers,  but  hired  laborers, 
were  it  is  true,  armed  with  muskets,  and  had  ex- 
tended a boom  across  the  river,  and  erected  a block 
house  for  its  protection  and  their  own  against  the 
numerous  bands  of  lawless  men,  grown  desperate 
by  being  deprived  of  their  accustomed  plunder, 
and  over  whom  her  majesty’s  authorities  appear  to 
have  exercised  but  little  control.  Such  measures 
of  precaution  cannot  but  be  regarded  as  dictated 
by  prudential  motives,  if  not  by  the  necessity  of 
the  case,  and  the  fitness  anefextent  of  the  prepa- 
ration appear  to  the  undersigned  questions  which 
could  not  understandingly  be  discussed  away  from 
the  scene  of  action,  and  which,  of  necessity,  can 
only  be  properly  decided  by  those  persons  whose 
safety  was  to  be  secured. 

Upon  the  Aroostook,  which  has  been  the  pivot 
of  the  operations  of  the  land  agent’s  posse,  a larger 
number  of  men  has  been  employed.  They  have 
also  extended  a boom  across  the  river,  and  erected 
near  it  a fortification  of  hewn  timber,  and  a few 
more  temporary  buildings.  The  twenty-five  or 
thirty  men  stationed  there  are  likewise  armed  with 
muskets,  and,  it  is  believed,  have  also  two  small 
pieces  of  artillery.  The  remainder,  about  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five,  have,  for  the  most  part, 
been  engaged  in  opening  roads  for  summer  as  well 
as  for  winter  communications,  and  in  preparing 
facilities  for  supplying  the  posse.  Any  prepara- 
tions short  of  these  would,  it  is  stated,  have  been 
insufficient  to  protect  the  public  property;  and  the 
authorities  of  Maine  cannot  repress  a sentiment  of 
suprise  that  these  should  now  be  made  a subject  of 
complaint,  when,  but  a short  time  since,  the  es- 
tablishment was  assaulted  by  a party  of  some  fifty 
men,  suitably  equipped,  commanded  by  a captain 
of  militia,  and  bearing  the  queen’s  arms,  in  the 
repulsion  of  which  the  occupants  displayed  a spirit 
of  forbearance  and  moderation  sufficiently  in  har- 
mony with  the  avowed  and  sole  object  of  their  oc- 
cupation of  the  territory;  and  that  surprise  is  in  no 
way  diminished  by  the  fact  that  the  agents  of  the 
British  government  have  just  completed  extensive 
and  permanent  barracks  on  the  same  territory, 
north  of  the  St.  Johns,  and  are  in  the  habit  of 
transporting  troops  and  munitions  of  war  over  it  at 
their  convenience. 

The  construction  of  the  road  leading  into  the 
valley  of  the  Aroostook  would  not,  it  is  apprehend- 
ed, have  been  deemed  at  this  time  a just  cause  of 
complaint  had  Mr.  Fox  adverted  to  the  fact  that 
the  work  was  commenced  as  long  ago  as  1S26,  un- 
der an  appropriation  by  the  legislature  of  the  state 
of  Maine,  and  that  from  that  time  it  has  steadily 
advanced,  so  that  another  year  will  probably  see  it 
completed  from  near  Mattawamkeag  Point,  in  the 
county  of  Penobscot,  to  the  Aroostook  river,  and 
thence  to  the  mouth  of  Fish  river,  on  the  St. 
Johns.  It  is,  therefore,  no  new  project,  conflict- 
ing with  any  existing  arrangement,  nor  with  any 
understanding  to  which  the  state  of  Maine  has  be- 
come a party,  but  the  exercise  of  a lawful  right 
over  a portion  of  the  territory  in  dispute,  of  and 
over  which  it  ever  has  had  possession  and-juris- 
diction.  To  say  nothing  of  other  advantages  an- 
ticipated from  the  completion  of  the  road,  it  will 
afford  great  facilities  for  preventing  trespasses 
upon  the  public  lands;  and,  indeed,  it  is  considered 
that  trespassing  upon  the  streams  emptying  high 
up  upon  the  St.  Johns  cannot  be  prevented  with- 
out such  a road. 

The  governor  of  Maine  considers  that,  in  carry- 
ing on  the  work  referred  to,  the  state  has  done  no 
more  that  is  inconsistent  with  the  respective  rights 
of  the  parties  than  have  the  authorities  of  her  ma- 
jesty’s province  in  constructing,  and  recently,  as  it 
is  understood,  in  thoroughly  repairing  a permanent 
mail  road  over  a large  portion  of  the  territory  north 
of  the  St.  Johns. 

The  last  allegation  in  Mr.  Fox’s  note  forming  a 
cause  of  complaint  against  the  state  of  Maine  re- 
lates to  her  management  of  the  lands  upon  the 
Aroostook.  In  this  particular,  the  undersigned  is 
enabled  to  observe  that  the  proceedings  complain- 
ed of  differ  in  no  way  from  those  which  Maine, 
since  her  separation  from  Massachusetts,  and  the 
last  named  state  previously  to  it,  have  ever  pursued 
in  regard  to  the  public  lands.  For  the  last  thirty 


Mr.  Fox  to  Mr.  Forsyth. 

_ Washington,  Jan.  12,  1840. 

The  undersigned,  her  Britannic  majesty's  envoy 
extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary,  has  the 
honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  official 
note  addressed  by  the  secretary  of  state  of  the  U. 
States  on  the  24th  of  December,  in  reply  to  a pre- 
vious note,  which,  by  direction  of  his  government, 
the  undersigned  had  addressed  to  the  secretary  of 
state  on  the  2d  of  November,  in  relation  to  various 
and  continued  acts  of  encroachments  committed  by 
the  authorities  and  inhabitants  of  the  state  of 
Maine,  within  that  tract  of  territory  on  the  north- 
eastern frontier  of  the  United  States,  the  true  title 
to  the  possession  of  which,  according  to  the  terms 
of  the  treaty  of  1783,  is  at  present  in  dispute  be- 
tween the  British  and  American  governments. 

The  undersigned  has  lost  no  time  in  transmitting 
to  her  majesty’s  government  the  official  note  of  the 
secretary  of  state.  He  has,  in  the  mean  time,  to 
express  his  extreme  regret  that  the  explanations  fur- 
nished by  the  authorities  of  the  state  of  Maine,  and 
communicated  to  the  undersigned  by  the  secretary 
of  state,  in  relation  to  the  encroachments  complain- 
ed of,  both  as  regards  the  construction  of  roads  and 
public  works,  and  the  sale  and  alienation  of  lands, 
are  of  a character  which  must  render  them  altoge- 
ther unsatisfactory  to  the  government  of  Great  Bri- 
tain. It  would  appear,  in  fact,  as  if  a reference  by 
the  general  government  to  the  authorities  of  Maine, 
of  the  complaints  preferred  by  Great  Britain,  had 
produced  no  other  reply  or  explanation  from  the 
authorities  of  Maine  than  a reiteration  of  their  in- 
tention to  persist  in  the  commission  of  the  acts 
complained  of,  whether  in  accordance  with  the  ob- 
ligations of  international  justice  or  not. 

The  undersigned  does  not  permit  himself  to  re- 
linquish the  hope  that,  through  the  wisdom  and  in- 
tegrity of  the  general  government  of  the  United 
States  in  unison  with  the  sincere  endeavors  of  her 
majesty’s  government,  it  will  still  be  found  possible 
to  bring  the  pending  controversy  of  the  disputed 
boundary  to  a satisfactory  and  amicable  conclusion; 
but  it  is  certain  that  the  public  acts,  and  public 
declarations  of  the  authorities  of  Maine  are  con- 
tinually calculated,  as  far  as  in  them  lies,  to  render 
such  amicable  conclusion  more  difficult  and  more 
distant. 

With  reference  to  the  concluding  part  of  the  offi- 
cial note  of  the  secretary  of  state,  wherein  observa- 
tions are  made  upon  certain  reported  movements  of 
British  troops  in  the  neighborhood  of  Lake  Temis- 
couata,  and  at  other  points  within  that  portion  of 
the  territory  where,  according  to  the  provisional 
agreements  entered  into  at  the  beginning  of  last 
year,  no  interference  was  to  be  attempted  with  the 
exercise  of  British  authority,  pending  the  negotia- 
tion of  the  boundary  question,  the  undersigned  can 
distinctly  assure  the  secretary  of  state  that  there  ex- 
ists no  intention  on  the  part  of  her  majesty’s  autho- 


Mr.  Forsijth  to  Mr.  Fox. 

Department  of  slate,  Washington,  Jan,  16, 1840. 

In  a note  which  Mr.  Fox,  envoy  extraordinary 
and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  Great  Britain,  ad- 
dressed on  the  12th  instant  to  the  undersigned,  se- 
cretary of  state  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  Fox,  al- 
luding to  a complaint  made  by  the  undersigned  of 
certain  reported  movements  of  British  troops  in  por- 
tions of  the  territory  in  dispute  between  the  two 
countries,  disclaims  all  intention  on  the  part  of  the 
British  authorities  to  cancel  or  infringe  the  terms 
of  the  provisional  agreement  entered  into  at  the 
beginning  of  the  last  year;  and  this  disclaimer  is 
connected  with  an  assumption  of  the  right  of  Great 
Britain  to  strengthen  posts  and  take  measures  of 
(military)  precaution,  not  along  the  line  only,  but 
within  portions  of  the  disputed  territory,  as,  by  the 
terms  of  the  agreements  referred  to,  no  interference 
was  to  be  attempted  pending  the  negotiation  of  the 
boundary  question,  with  the  exercise  of  British  au- 
thority in  the  neighborhood  of  Lake  Temiscouata, 
“and  at  other  points”  within  a portion  of  the  terri- 
tory supposed  to  be  embraced,  in  the  terms  of  the 
arrangements.  Mr.  Fox  having  stated  that  he  has 
referred  to  his  government  the  representations  of 
the  United  States  against  the  military  movements 
alluded  to,  the  undersigned,  under  a confident  expec- 
tation that  the  matter  will  present  itself  to  the 
minds  of  her  majesty’s  ministers  in  a light  different 
from  that  which  it  is  understood  by  Mr.  Fox,  would 
have  refrained  from  any  further  remarks  on  the  sub- 
ject; but,  in  order  to  obviate  the  risk  of  any  misap- 
prehension as  to  the  views  of  the  president  con- 
cerning it,  and  inasmuch  as  the  ground  assumed  by 
Mr.  Fox,  with  respect  to  the  import  of  the  exist- 
ing arrangements  would,  if  admitted  by  the  United 
States,  give  to  those  arrangements  a scope  not  au- 
thorised by  the  language  in  which  they  are  express- 
ed, nor  by  what  is  believed  to  be  the  intention  of 
the  parties,  it  is  proper  that  the  undersigned  should 
call  Mr.  Fox’s  immediate  attention  to  the  express 
provisions  of  the  agreement  signed  by  him  and  the 
undersigned,  and  of  that  which  was  subscribed  to, 
under  the  agency  of  general  Scott,  by  the  governor 
of  Maine  and  the  lieutenant  governor  of  New 
Brunswick. 

The  main  object  of  those  agreements  obviously 
was  the  restoraliori  and  future  maintenance  of  tran- 
quillity in  the  disputed  territory;  and  as  the  means 
of  most  surely  attaining  that  object,  the  entire  ex- 
clusion from  its  limits  of  all  military  force,  to  which 
ever  side  belonging,  and  the  delegation  to  the  civil 
authority  exclusively  of  the  exercise  of  all  power  and 
jurisdiction.  With  that  view,  under  the  first  men- 
tioned of  those  agreements,  it  was  only  in  case  of 
necessity  for  dispersing  notorious  trespassers  or 
protecting  public  property  from  depredation  that  f 
armed  force  was  to  be  employed  on  either  side  and  1 
then  the  operation  was  to  be  conducted  by  concert,  I 
jointly  or  separately,  according  to  agreement  be-  1 
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tween  the  governments  of  Maine  and  New  Bruns- 
wick. Ttie  other  was  the  result  of  the  corntemplat- 
ed  “concert”  between  t he  governments  of  Maine 
and  New  Brunswick;  was  intended  to  carry  out 
the  object  of  the  first, confiding  to  the  state  of  Maine 
the  duty  of  protecting  the  timber  recently  cut,  and 
of  preventing  farther  depredations,  and  prescribed 
that  these  objects  were  to  be  accomplished  through 
the  agency  of  a civil  posse.  Accordingly,  the  go- 
vernor of  Maine  engaged  to  withdraw,  without  un- 
necessary delay,  the  military  force  of  the  state. 
Without  regard,  therefore,  to  the  limits  within  which 
either  party  had  before  exercised  jurisdiction,  re- 
sort to  military  force,  for  any  purpose  whatever 
was  interdicted  to  both  parties?  With  reference  to 
the  extent  of  territory  which  each  party  was  to  con- 
tinue to  exercise  jurisdiction,  the  first  agreement 
left  the  question  of  right  where  it  had  before  stood, 
and  only  expressed  the  conflicting  understanding  of 
that  great  question  by  the  governments  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  and  Great  Britain,  respectively.  The 
agreement  between  gov.  Fairfield  and  sir  John 
Harvey  provided  likewise,  that  the  question  of  pos- 
session and  jurisdiction  should  remain  as  it  then 
stated  where  it  stood  by  providing  tiiat  Great  Bri- 
tain was  to  continue  holding,  in  fact,  possession  of 
a part  of  the  territory,  meaning  that  part  embraced 
in  the  Madawaska  settlements,  in  the  occupancy  of 
which  as  well  as  in.  the  enjoyment  of  the  usual 
communications  between  New  Brunswick  and  her 
majesty’s  upper  province,  the  governor  of  Maine 
disclaimed  all  intentions  of  disturbing  the  British 
author  ities.  Beyond  the  Madawaska  settlements, 
therefore  circumscribed  by  the  limits  within  which 
they  stood  at  the  date  of  the  agreement  tire  United 
States  cannot,  under  the  terms  of  that  agreement 
recognise  in  the  British  authorities  the  right  of  ex- 
tending jurisdiction,  much  less  that  of  forming  any 
military  establishments  beyond  or  within  them;  and 
those  consequently  which  formed  the  subject  of  the 
representations  in  the  note  of  the  undersigned  of  the 
12th  of  December,  pushed  as  they  are  alleged  to 
have  been  into  tracts  of  country  far  beyond  any  ac- 
knowledged limits  of  those  settlements,  and  wholly 
unconnected  with  them,  cannot  be  viewed  in  any 
other  light  than  a bold  infraction  of  existing  ar- 
rangements. 

Tiiat  such  is  a just  view  of  the  agreements  cannot 
be  disputed  by  Great  Britain,  as  her  majesty’s  go- 
vernment has  adopted  and  acted  upon  it.  In  the 
note  of  Mr.  Fox  complaining  of  the  encroachment 
on  the  part  of  Maine,  and  of  an  armed  occupation  of 
part  of  the  disputed  territory  by  that  state,  both  are 
treated  as  inconsistent  with  the  existing  arrange- 
ments; and  it  is  presumed  her  majesty’s  govern- 
ment will  not  attempt  to  apply  one  rule  of  construc- 
tion to  defend  the  military  movements  of  its  coloni- 
al authorities,  and  another  to  sustain  complaints 
against  the  state  government  for  acts  which  are  not 
founded  upon  any  apprehended  necessity  of  the  use 
of  a regular  military  force  for  offensive  or  defen- 
sive purposes.  Nor  can  it  be  imagined  that  it  will 
be  contended  that  those  arrangements  are  not  per-' 
lectly  reciprocal,  or  that  there  is  any  difference  in 
the  character  and  the  extent  of  the  jurisdiction  to 
be  exercised  by  Great  Britain  in  one  portion,  and 
that  by  the  state  of  Maine  or  the  United  States  in 
the  other  portion  of  the  disputed  territory  compre- 
hended within  the  temporary  arrangements  made 
to  preserve  tranquillity  in  both,  and  guard  against 
any  hostile  collision  between  the  state  and  colonial 
governments. 

The  undersigned,  having  laid  Mr.  Fox’s  note  be- 
fore the  president,  is  instructed  to  state  to  him  that 
no  reason  is  perceived  for  doubting  the  disposition 
of  the  governor  ofMaine  scrupulously  to  adhere  to 
the  spirit  of  file  existing  arrangements,  to  avoid  all 
ants  tending  to  render  more  difficult  and  distant  the 
final  adjustment  of  the  main  question  of  boundary 
between  the  two  countries;  but  in  repeating  assur- 
ances of  the  readiness  of  the  United  States  govern- 
ment to  contribute,  by  all  means  in  its  power,  to 
an  amicable  termination  of  the  difference,  the  un- 
dersigned is  bound  to  declare  that  a persistance  in, 
or  a repitition  of,  such  acts  on  the  part  of  her  ma- 
jesty’s agents  as  those  now  complained  of,  would, 
if  avowed  by  Great  Britain,  be  considered  as  but 
little  in  accordance  with  those  assurances. 

Tile  undersigned  avils  himself  of  this  occasion  to 
renew  to  Mr.  Fox  the  expression  of  his  distinguish- 
ed consideration.  JOHN  FORSYTH. 

Henry  S.  Fox.  esq.  (yc.  fyc. 

War  department,  January  22,  1840. 

Sin:  In  reply  to  that  portion  of  the  resolution  of 
the  senate,  referred  by  your  direction  to  this  depait- 
ment  by  the  secretary  of  state,  which  requests 
you  “to  communicate  to  the  senate,  so  far  as’tnay 
not  be  incompatible  with  the  public  interest,  whe- 
ther any,  and,  if  any,  what  measures  have  been 
taken  under  the  act  of  congress  of  March,  1839,  or 
otherwise,  to  cause  the  removal  or  expulsion  of  the 


British  troops,  which  have  taken  possession  of  a 
portion  of  the  territory  of  Maine,  claimed  by  Great 
Britain,  and  especially  whether,  since  the  last  ses- 
sion of  congress,  any  military  posts  have  been  es- 
tablished in  Maine,  or  any  other  military  measures 
adopted,  preparatory  to  a just  vindication  of  the 
honor  and  rights  of  the  nation  and  of  Maine,  as  con- 
nected with  the  persevering  claim  made  by  Great 
Britain  to  a portion  of  the  territory  of  that  state,” 
I have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  circumstance  of  a 
portion  of  the  territory  of  Maine  claimed  by  Great 
Britain  having  been  occupied  by  Britisli  troops 
was  recently  communicated  to  the  government, 
and  having  been  made  the  subject  of  remonstrance, 
and  become  a matter  of  discussion  between  the 
two  governments,  no  measures  of  a character  re- 
ferred to  by  the  resolution  have  been  taken,  either 
under  the  act  of  congress  of  March,  1S39,  or  other- 
wise. 

A careful  military  reconnoisance  of  the  undis- 
puted boundary  of  the  state  of  Maine  was  made  in 
1S3S,  and  the  result  submitted  to  the  senate  during 
the  last  session  of  congress;  but  as  no  appropriation 
was  made  for  the  erection  of  fortifications  on  the 
sites  selected  for  that  purpose,  none  were  commenc- 
ed; and  (as  is  fully  set  forth  in  your  last  annual  mes- 
sage to  congress)  it  did  not  appear  tiiat  the  contin- 
gency contemplated  by  the  act  alluded  to  had  oc- 
curred, no  military  measures  whatever  were  deemed 
necessary,  or  were  adopted.  Very  respectfully, 
your  most  obd’t  serv’t,  J.  R.  POINSETT. 

To  the  president  of  the  United  Slates. 

Acting  secretary  of  stale  to  the  governor  of  Maine. 

Department  of  state,  Washington,  Nov.  6,  1839. 

Sir:  The  British  Minister  in  a note  addressed  on 
the  2d  inst.  to  this  department,  states  that  informa- 
tion which  had  reached  his  government  in  England 
and  more  recent  intelligence  received  by  himself 
from  the  authorities  of  the  province  of  New  Bruns- 
wick, had  made  it  his  duty  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  to  the  alledg- 
ed  facts,  that,  lstly.  The  armed  posse  stationed  by 
the  state  ofMaine  for  the  protection  of  the  public 
property  in  the  disputed  territory  had  extended  its 
operation  and  its  armed  occupation  of  the  country 
along  the  whole  way  from  the  valley  of  the  Aroos- 
took to  the  mouth  of  the  Fish  river  into  the  valley 
of  St.  Johns’  and  thus  into  a portion  of  the  Mada- 
waska settlements.  2dly.  That  the  establishments 
formed  by  persons  composing  the  armed  parties,  on 
the  banks  both  of  the  Aroostook  and  the  Fish  river, 
had  assumed  an  aspect  and  character  decidedly  mi- 
litary, and  more  representing  a permanent  national 
possession  of  the  country  than  could  be  required  in 
the  civil  posse  of  a land  agent,  temporarily  occupy- 
ing it  for  the  sole  purpose  of  preventing  trespasses. 
Tiiat  those  establishments  were  fortified  with  en- 
trenchment and  cannon,  and  garrisoned  by  a num- 
ber of  armed  men,  far  greater  than  the  occasion 
would  warrant.  3dly.  That  a permanent  state 
road  is  being  constructed,  leading  into  the  valley  of 
the  Aroostook,  and  from  thence,  on  the  south  side 
of  the  St.  Johns’  to  the  Fish  river,  the  object  of 
which  is  to  connect  those  portions  of  the  disputed 
territory  with  the  towns  of  Augusta  and  Bangor, 
and  other  acknowledged  parts  of  the  state  of  Maine. 
4thly.  That,  moreover,  land  surveyors,  acting  under 
the  authority  of  the  state,  are  employed  in  making 
out  lots  and  townships  within  the  same  portion  of 
the  disputed  territory;  and  that  sales  of  lands  are 
being  made,  with  deeds  regularly  drawn  under  the 
authority  of  Maine. 

The  British  Minister,  protesting  in  the  name  of 
his  government  against  acts  of  encroachment  on  the 
part  of  the  people  of  Maine,  as  being  at  variance 
with  the  agreements  entered  into,  in  the  month  of 
February  last,  first,  between  him  and  the  secretary 
of  state,  at  Washington,  and  .subsequently  by  your 
excellency,  the  governor  of  New  Brunswick,  and 
major  general  Scott,  for  the  purpose  of  averting 
the  danger  oflocal  collision  on  the  frontiers  pend- 
ing the  final  settlement  of  the  boundary  question 
between  the  two  governments,  thinks  that  the  es- 
tablishment, in  the  mean  time  of  the  new  interests, 
and  the  growing  up  as  it  were,  of  new  proprietary 
claims  upon  the  lands  yet  in  dispute,  which  are 
likely  to  be  the  result  of  the  acts  referred  to  may 
end  by  embarrassing  the  actions  of  both  govern- 
ments. 

In  support  of  this  opinion,  Mr.  Fox  states  that  a 
similar  reasoning  was  held  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  when  in  the  year  1S37,  this  government  re- 
monstrated against  an  altedgeil  act,  or  design  rather, 
of  encroachment  of  a less  objectionable  character 
than  the  operation  to  which  he  refers,  namely,  the 
survey  of  a projected  line  of  rail  road  from  Quebec 
to  St.  Andrews’,  passing  through  a part  of  the  dis- 
puted territory;  and  he  adds  that,  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  peace  between  the  people  on  both  sides, 
and  of  good  will  between  the  two  nations  such  acts 
as  those  complained  of  ought  to  be  desisted  from, 


and  the  existing  arrangements  observed  in  good 
faith. 

The  president,  to  whom  Mr.  Fox’s  note  has  been 
communicated,  lias  directed  me  to  express  to  you 
his  anxious  desire  that  no  occasion  should  be  per- 
mitted to  call  in  question  the  faithful  observance, 
by  the  governments  of  the  United  E*ate9and  Maine, 
of  the  arrangements  referred  to — a sentiment  in 
which  he  is  confident  your  excellency  will  freely 
concur — and  to  request  that  you  will  transmit  i„ 
this  department  such  information  as  may  be  in  pos- 
session of  the  government  of  Maine  in  relation  to 
the  acts  referred  to,  in  order  that  an  appropriate  an- 
swer may  soon  be  returned  to  Mr.  Fox’s  communi- 
cation. I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.  &c. 

A.  VAIL,  acting  secretary. 

TIis  excellency  John  Fairfield,  gov.  stale  of  Maine. 

American  stocks  in  England.  A large  space 
i3  dovoted  in  our  colums  to-day,  to  the  republica- 
tion of  an  able  pamphlet,  published  by  an  Ameri- 
can in  London,  repelling  the  injurious  calumnies 
of  the  city  articles  of  the  London  Times — respect- 
ing the  credit  of  American  stocks,  and  the  moral 
sense  of  American  communities,  as  to  the  obligation 
of  debts. 

We  cannot  err  in  saying,  alike  from  the  initials 
used,  and  internal  evidence,  that  this  vigorous  and 
eloquent  defence  of  the  public  faith  of  America, 
and  especially  of  the  two  states  named,  is  from  the 
pen  of  John  Duer,  esq.  of  this  city,  who  has  for  some 
months  past  been  in  England. 

It  is  a little  unfortunate  indeed,  that  just  at  this 
juncture  Pennsylvania  should  have  suffered  the  day 
for  paying  interest  on  her  stocks  to  pass  over  with- 
out fulfilling  the  contract,  but  this  is  the  effect — not 
of  deliberate  purpose,  much  less  of  doubt  about  or 
unwillingness  to  meet  the  obligations  she  has  incur- 
red— but  of  gross  mismanagement  of  her  finances. 
She  will  yet  make  good,  and  speedily,  her  character 
for  integrity. 

Mr.  Duer,  in  the  note  B,  with  a few  masterly 
touches  of  his  vigorous  and  logical  pen,  exploded 
these  fallacies;  but,  who  shall  estimate  the  wrong 
they  have  done  to  our  country? 

As  an  appendix  to  the  pamphlet,  the  report  of  Mr. 
Verplanck,  in  the  senate-  last  year,  (April,  1839), 
on  the  revenue  and  finances  of  this  state,  is  pub- 
lished at  length,  with  the  just  commendation  of 
“being  drawn  and  presented  by  one  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished writers,  scholars,  and  statesmen  that  the 
United  States  havo  produced,” — and,  as  such,  to  be 
entirely  relied  upon.  [IV.  Y.  American. 

A VINDICATION  OF  THE  PUBLIC  FAITH  OF  NEW 

York  and  Pennsylvania,  in  reply  to  the 

CALUMNIES  OF  THE  TlMES. 

[These  observations  were  written  at  the  time 
they  bear  date,  and  were  intended  tor  publication  in 
1 lie  verj  respectable  journal  to  the  editor  of  which 
they  are  addressed.  It  lias  since  been  thought  ex- 
pedient to  adopt  the  present  mode  of  publication, 
but  it  lias  been  deemed  unnecessary  to  change  the 
original  form  of  address.] 

London,  3d  December,  1839. 

To  the  editor  of  the  “ Morning  Chronicle.” 

Sir:  As  a citizen  of  New  York,  having  some 
pride  in  the  character  of  the  state,  and  some  know- 
ledge of  its  resources  and  finances,  my  attention  was 
recently  directed  to  the  article  headed  “money  mar- 
ket and  city  intelligence,”  in  the  Times  of  Friday 
last,  (29th  November),  and  I was  requested  to  state 
how  far  its  allegations  were  consitent  with  truth, 
and  its  predictions  with  reason  and  probability.  My 
reply  was,  that  its  assertions  were  untrue,  and  its 
speculations  extravagant,  and  that  the  whole  was  an 
attack,  as  malignant  as  it  .was  groundless,  on  the 
character  and  morals  of  a friendly  people.  The  evi- 
dence that  I gave  to  the  friends  who  consulted  me, 
in  justification  of  this  reply,  was  deemed  by  them 
satisfactory  and  conclusive;  and,  in  compliance  with 
their  solicitations,  I now  desire  to  submit  to  the 
public,  by  the  aid  of  your  journal,  the  substance  of 
my  observations.  The  subject  is  one  of  grave  im- 
portance, and  it  is  a claim,  not  of  favor,  but  of 
justice,  that  I should  be  heard. 

The  object  of  the  article  in  question  is  to  impeach 
and  destroy  the  credit  of  New  York,  and  with  it  that 
of  all  American  states  that  have  contracted  a foreign 
debt.  The  writer  opens  his  attrack  under  cover  of 
the  hypocrilical  admission  that  stocks  of  some  few 
of  the  states  are  of  a sounder  description  than  the 
rest,  since  the  ability  of  those  states,  with  good  faith 
on  the  part  of  the  government  and  people,  to  pay  at 
least  Ihe  dividends  on  their  loans,  cannot  reasona- 
bly be  doubted.  At  the  head  of  the  states  thus  ex- 
cepted from  the  general  condemnation,  he  seems 
disposed  to  place  New  York,  arid  lie  then  proceeds  to 
show,  were  his  statements  true,  that  even  the  bonds  of 
N.  York,  though  much  sounder  than  the  rest,  are  yet, 
even  to  the  verge  of  worthlessness,  pecarious  and 
insecure.  There  is  boldness  at  least  in  this  mode  of 
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warfare.  It  is  attacking  American  credit  in  its 
strongest  hold,  and  it  is  with  evident  triumph  that 
the  writer,  suggests  the  question — -“It  the  bonds 
even  of  New  York,  of  all  the  states  the  most  flou- 
rishing, populous  and  enlightened  cannot  be  deem- 
ed safe  and  trustworthy,  can 'any  confidence  be 
placed  in  those  of  any  other  in  the  union?”  With- 
out hesitation  I answer,  none  whatever.  But  in  re- 
turn, i ask — if  the  allegations  of  this  writer  in  re- 
spect to  New  York  are  proved  to  be  a tissue  of  mis- 
representations and  falsehood,  can  any  confidence 
be  placed  in  the  assertions  of  the  same  writer, 
in  respect  to  any  other  state,  or,  indeed,  on  any 
other  subject?  Will  the  public  hesitate  to  adopt  my 
reply. 

Were  my  sole  object  the  vindication  of  New  York, 
I might  content  myself  with  showing  that  the  main 
allegation  on  which  this  wriler  rests  his  argument — 
namely,  that  there  exists  in  that  state  a large  party, 
now  the  majority  of  the  people,  who  “repudiate  its 
loans  as  unconstitutional,  and  avow  their  determi- 
nation to  resist  their  payment,”  is  wholly  destitute 
of  truth.  But  to  show,  this  is  not  sufficient  for  my 
purpose.  It  is  a thorough  and  final  exposure  of  the 
unprincipled  writer  who  prepares  the  city  articles 
of  the  Times  that  I now  intend;  and  this  I purpose 
to  effect  by  furnishing  such  evidence  of  his  utter 
disregard  of  candor,  truth  and  justice,  that  no  ex- 
cuse shall  be  left  for  the  furl  her  credulity  even  of 
the  weakest  and  most  prejudiced  of  those  whom 
his  statements  have  hitherto  misled.  The  libeller 
begins  by  saying  that  it  is  remarked  by  those  inter- 
ested in  American  state  stocks,  that  although  se- 
veral of  them  “are  entirely  unsound,  as  is  now  ad- 
mitted on  all  hands,  and  without  any  other  hope  of 
the  payment  of  dividends  upon  them  but  in  the  levy 
of  new  loans,”  yet  that  there  are  some  that  "pre- 
sent an  unexceptionable  security  in  the  internal  re- 
sources of  the  states  themselves,  and  the  beneficial 
nature  of  the  improvements  upon  which  they  have 
been  expended.”  This  is  pleasant,  indeed,  and  most 
strange!  Some  of  the  states  (such  is  the  meaning 
intended  to  be  conveyed),  actually  unable  to  pay 
even  the  dividends  on  present  loans  without  a resort 
to  new;  and  this  a fact  so  certain  and  manifest 
that  it  is  admitted  on  all  hands!  even  the  very  hold- 
ers, it  would  seem,  of  the  stocks  in  question,  forced 
to  admit  that  they  are  valueless,  and  themselves  de- 
frauded! What  portion  of  the  English  public  is 
thus  ready  to  admit  as  a manifest  truth  a manifest 
falsehood,  I am  unable  to  say;  but,  assuredly,  a false- 
hood more  palpable  and  gross  than  that  there  exists 
a single  state  unable  to  pay  the  dividends  on  its  pre- 
sent loans,  either  by  means  already  provided,  or  from 
its  untouched  resources,  was  never  ultered  nor  con- 
ceived. Nor,  in  respect  to  any  one  state,  can  any 
other  refutation  be  necessary  than  a reference  to  its 
mere  population,  as  ascertained  by  the  last  census, 
without  taking  into  consideration  the  fact,  that  since 
the  period  of  the  census  the  population  in  most  of 
the  new  states  has  actually  doubled.  The  states 
unable  to  pay  even  their  dividends!  There  is  not 
a single  state  that,  with  its  present  population,  could 
not  meet  the  payment  of  its  dividends,  for  which  an 
adequate  provision  has"  not  been  otherwise  made  by 
an  annual  tax,  so  trifling  and  insignificant  that  its 
existence  would  hardly  be  felt  or  known — a tax  so 
moderate  that,  distributed  by  the  head,  it  would  be 
less  in  amount  than  the  poorest  laborer  in  England, 
struggling  to  escape,  and  hardly  escaping  the  horrors 
of  the  workhouse,  i3  forced  by  taxes  direct  and  in- 
direct, annually  to  pay;  and  in  most  of  the  states 
the  imposition  of  a tax  thus  moderate, — say  4s.  2d, 
$'1  a poll, — if  continued  for  a few  years,  would  be 
sufficient,  not  merely  for  the  pay  of  the  interest,  but 
the  final  discharge  of  the  principal  of  the  debt. 
Whether  some  of  the  new7  states  will  be  able  to 
meet  the  regular  payment  of  their  dividends  with- 
out a resort  to  taxation,  and  whether  the  people  of 
those  states  will  consent  to  be  taxed  for  such  a pur- 
pose, are  questions  that  have  been  raised,  and  have 
excited  some  doubts  in  the  minds  of  those  who  have 
a partial  knowledge  of  the  subject;  but  the  false- 
hood, that  in  any  state  the  means  of  payment  do  not 
exist  and  may  not  be  drawn  forth  and  applied  by  a 
proper  exercise  of  legislative  power,  is  to  me  as 
startling  from  its  novelty,  as  it  is  monstrous  in  its 
extent.  I add  with  regret — a more  striking  proof 
of  the  general  ignorance  of  the  English  public  in 
regard  to  the  actual  condition  of  the  American  states 
could  not  possibly  be  given,  than  the  grave  state- 
ment of  this  untruth,  as  an  admitted  fact,  in  the 
columns  of  a leading  journal  of  the  metropolis.  Not 
that  I here  impute  such  ignorance  of  tne  writer,  but 
his  reliance  on  the  ignorance  of  his  readers  is  most 
apparent. 

The  writer  next,  with  a jesnitical  candor,  pro- 
ceeds to  rank  the  state  of  New  York  among  the  few7 
that  present  an  unexceptionable  security;  and  even 
add,  that  there  can  be  no  reason  to  doubt  its 
ability,  not  merely  to  pay  the  dividends,  but  even 


“to  effect  the  ultimate  redemption  of  the  principal 
of  its  debts,  if  the  will  to  redeem  its  faith  be  not 
wanting;”  and  it  is  the  truth  of  this  insinuation,  that 
no  reliance  can  be  placed  ori  the  honesty  of  its  go- 
vernment and  people,  that  the  libeller  next  seeks,  in 
his  mode,  to  establish.  It  is  well.  The  ability  of 
New  York  to  pay  its  debts  is  admitted;  its  resources 
are  unquestionable  and  undoubted;  the  only  issue 
now  made  relates  to  its  probable  good  faith;  and 
this  issue  I would  renounce  my  country  were  I 
forced  to  avoid.  I meet  it  with  entire  confidence 
and  just  pride. 

We  have  now  come  to  the  actual  indictment,  and 
the  very  words  must  be  given,  as  every  line  and 
even  phrase  is  material.  “It  must  be  understood 
that  a strong  party  exists  in  that  state  (New  York) 
opposed  to  the  loan  system,  and  that  party  consti- 
tutes, as  maybe  seen  in  the  result  of  the  recent 
election  of  members  to  the  state  legislature,  a large 
majority  of  the  people.”  For  the  present  1 stop. 
Mark  the  positive  assertions;  a strong  party  in  the 
state,  constituting  a large  majority  of  the  people, 
and  this  not  a doubtful  or  merely  probable  fact,  but 
rendered  certain  by  the  result  of  the  recent  elec- 
tions in  the  state.  The  words  are,  “as  may  be  seen 
in  the  result,”  as  if  a paper  containing  a full  and 
authentic  statement  of  that  result  were  then  before 
him.  Now  it  so  happens,  that  on  Friday  last  (Nov. 
29th)  the  latest  intelligence  that  had  been  received 
from  New  York  was  by  the  packet  which  left  that 
city  on  the  morning  of  the  7th  November;  the  elec- 
tions, not  only  in  the  city,  but  throughout  the  state, 
(for  they  are  held  in  all  the  counties  on  the  same 
days)  terminated  on  the  evening  of  the  6th,  and 
when  the  packet  left,  not  one-third  of  the  40,000 
ballots  cast  in  the  numerous  wards  of  the  city  of 
New  York  had  yet  been  counted,  nor  was  the  result 
of  the  contest  there  known  as  to  a single  county. 
The  actual  result  of  the  recent  elections  is  a matter 
of  very  little  consequence  in  the  present  argument; 
the  security  of  the  creditors  of  New  Yoik,  and  the 
certainty  of  the  redemption  of  its  faith,  would  have 
been  the  same  which  ever  party  had  succeeded  in 
the  election;  but  I advert  to  the  facts  as  showing 
conclusively  that  the  writer  who  prepares  those  ar- 
ticles for  the  Times,  which  are  said  to  exert  so  im- 
portant and  even  decisive  an  influence  on  public 
opinion,  is  utterly  careless  of  the  truth,  and  ready 
to  assert  any  fact,  known  or  unknown,  that  he 
thinks  may  suit  his  immediate  purpose.  There  is 
no  room  here  for  the  suggestion  of  a mistake;  he 
could  not  have  been  deceived  by  any  information 
derived  from  others;  the  New  York  papers  were 
before  him;  he  had  just  read  and  examined  them, 
and  therefore  knew  that  the  facts  were  precisely 
such  as  I have  stated.  It  is  true,  in  my  view  the 
success  of  the  strong  party  of  which  he  speaks 
would  have  been  immaterial;  but  in  his  view  of  the 
doctrines  of  that  party  their  success  would  have 
been  all  important;  the  triumph  of  a party  avowing 
the  principles  that  he  subsequently  ascribes  to  them 
would  indeed  have  been  a fatal  and  final  blow,  not 
only  to  the  credit  of  New  York,  but  probably  to 
that  of  every  other  state,  and  to  inflict  that  blow, 
the  assertion  that  they  had  triumphed  was  made. 

The  true  result  of  the  elections  in  New  York — I 
speak  of  the  state — is  now  know'n  and  may  as  well 
be  stated.  The  strong  party  of  the  Times  is  the 
democratic,  or  Van  Buren  party,  which,  it  appears, 
"as  may  now  be  seen  in  the  result  of  the  elections,” 
far  from  constituting  a large  amount  of  the  people 
of-the  state,  has  dwindled  into  a lean  and  woful  mi- 
nority: with  the  exception  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
they  have  sustained  throughout  the  state  a signal 
defeat;  their  opponents,  the  whigs  and  conserva- 
tives, have  carried  both  branches  of  the  legislature, 
and  are  now  in  the  entire  possession  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  state.  It  may  be  instructive  to  know 
the  cause,  as  assigned  by  themselves,  of  this  unex- 
pected defeat  of  a party  long  triumphant  in  the 
state,  and  supported  by  all  the  patronage  and  influ- 
ence of  the  general  government:  it  is,  that  a portion 
of  the  party  in  the  city  of  New  York  had  asserted 
some  of  the  very  doctrines  which  the  Times  ascribes 
to  the  whole.  A Van  Buren  paper,  from  an  interior 
county,  now  before  me,  speaks  of  the  result  of  the 
election  in  these  terms — “We  have  lost  the  senate, 
and  probably  the  house.  The  rabid  and  insane  doc- 
trines of  a portion  of  our  party  in  the  city  of  New 
York  have  -lost  us  thousands  of  votes  in  the 
country.” 

But  the  assertion  remains,  that  there  is  a party 
in  the  state  opposed  to  the  system  of  loans,  and 
this  party,  it  may  be  thought,  may  hereafter  gain 
the  power  for  which  it  is  struggling.  This  asser- 
tion might  be  true,  without  atfecting  the  argument, 
without  impairing  the  credit  of  the  state,  or  at  all 
diminishing  the  security  of  its  creditors.  It  might 
be  true,  but  is  not:  there  is  no  such  party  in  the 
state,  that  is  acting  as  such  throughout  the  state. 
There  is  a party  in  the  city  of  New  York,  not  else- 


where, opposed  to  an  extended  scheme  of  internal 
improvements,  and,  of  course,  opposed  to  any  fur- 
ther loans  for  such  purposes,  and  to  this  extent,  it 
may  be  said,  they  are  opposed  to  the  system. 

The  libel  proceeds,  “and  not  only  are  they  (i.  e. 
the  strong  party,  constituting  a large  majority  of  the 
people)  opposed  to  the  system,  but  in  all  their  meet- 
ings, and  the  public  acts  of  their  leading  members, 
the  loans  that  have  been  contracted  are  repudiated 
a^  having  been  contracted  without  any  authority 
derived  Irom  the  constitution;  with  this  reprobation 
of  the  loans  in  principle  and  as  a whole  is  coupled 
also  the  denial  of  any  claim  for  interest,  and  a de- 
termination to  refuse  payment  of  it.”  In  the  fol- 
lowing paragraph  it  is  .asserted,  that  these  “princi- 
ples of  action”  had  become  so  frequent  as  to  be 
made  “decisively  the  subject  of  pledges  regularly 
subscribed  to  both  in  anil  out  of  the  legislature;” 
and  in  the  next  it  is  said,  that  to  these  principles 
all  the  candidates  for  office  nominated  by  the  demo- 
cratic party  at  the  recent  election  in  the  city  "had 
signified  their  unqualified  adhesion.” 

It  is  needless  that  I should  again  apply  to  this 
man  the  epithets  he  so  constantly  deserves.  I have 
brought  him  a criminal  before  the  tribunal  of  the 
public,  whose  credulity  and  patience  he  has  long 
abused,  and  I furnish  the  evidence  of  his  guilt;  it  is 
the  public  voice  that  must  pronounce  his  sentence. 
In  all  the  assertions  that  I have  last  quoted  there  is 
not  one  atom  of  truth;  not  a minute  and  solitary 
particle.  It  is  not  true  that  the  democratic  party,  or 
any  other  party  in  the  city  of  New  York,  or  else- 
where, in  any  proceedings  of  any  of  their  meetings, 
have  repudiated  the  loans  contrated  by  the  state  a3 
unconstitutional,  have  denied  the  claim  of  its  credi- 
tors to  interest,  and  avowed  their  determination  to 
resist  its  payment.  It  is  not  true  that  such  princi- 
ples of  action  have  appeared  in  the  public  acts  of 
any  of  the  members  of  that  party,  have  been  made 
the  subject  of  pledges  regularly  subscribed  to  in  or 
out  of  the  legislature,  or  have  been  adopted  and 
sanctioned  in  any  manner,  unqualified  or  limited, 
by  the  candidates  for  office  in  the  recent  elections 
for  New  York.  Each  assertion  is  deliberately 
false,  and  conclusive  proof  of  the  falsify  of  each 
and  all  was  spread  and  open  to  the  eyes  of  their 
author  as  he  wrote,  was  open  to  his  eyes  in  the 
very  journals  which,  with  busy  malignity,  he  was 
then  searching  for  new  materials  to  assist  him  in 
the  execution  of  his  task,  voluntary  or  prescribed, 
of  deceiving  and  poisoning  the  public  mind. 

It  would  be  useless  that  I should  produce  the 
actual  proceedings  of  the  meetings  of  the  demo- 
cratic party  in  the  city  of  New  York,  the  pledges 
that  they  exacted  from  their  candidates,  or  the  ad- 
dress that  they  issued  to  the  public,  since  the  sub- 
terfuge would  still  remain  that  the  proceedings, 
pledges  and  address  produced  by  me  were  not  those 
to  which  the  writer  intended  to  refer.  It  is  for  him 
who  has  made  the  assertions  I deny,  to  establish 
their  truth,  and  I now  challenge  him  to  the  proof. 
I call  upon  him,  in  behalf  of  the  people  whose  good 
faith  he  has  impeached — and  may  I not- add,  in  be- 
half of  the  English  public,  whose  too  ready  faith  he 
has  too  long  abused — I call  upon  him  to  produce 
his  evidence.  I require  him  to  print  in  the  columns 
of  the  Times  the  proceedings,  public  acts,  pledges 
and  addresses,  upon  which  he  has  built  his  calum- 
nies; to  publish,  not  his  version  of  the  contents,  but 
the  documents  themselves,  exactly  as  they  appear- 
ed in  the  newspapers  of  New  York,  together  with 
the  names  and  days  of  publication  of  the  journals 
from  which  he  shall  extract  them.  From  the  ne- 
cessity I have  now  laid  upon  him  of  producing  this 
proof  he  cannot  escape;  it  is  not  by  repeating  his 
abuse  of  my  country,  or  by  extending  it  to  myself, 
that  he  can  shelter  himself  from  my  just  and  neces- 
sary challenge;  he  must  produce  his  evidence,  or  I 
cannot  be  deceived  in  saying  that  an  insulted  and 
indignant  public  will  stamp  and  make  indelible 
the  brand — one  strong,  expressive,  dishonoring  word 
— that  I now  write  upon  his  brow. 

The  whole  truth  is  this — no  more  than  this:  The 
democratic  party  in  the  city  of  New  York,  that 
they  might  render  effectual  their  hostility  to  further 
loans,  prior  to  the  recent  elections,  exacted  from 
their  candidates  for  the  legislature  a declaration  in 
writing  that  “they  were  opposed  to  pledging  the 
credit  of  the  state  for  internal  improvements.” 
The  words  of  this  declaration  or  pledge  aie  exactly 
those  that  I have  given,  and  few  as  they  are,  they 
are  sufficient  for  the  vindication  of  the  party  and  ils 
candidates,  since  it  would  have  been  idle  to  speci- 
fy-the  object  of  the  loans  to  which  they  were  op- 
posed if  they  meant  to  deny  the  constitutional  right 
of  the  government  to  borrow  at  all  and  for  any  pur- 
pose whatever.  I add,  in  justice  to  a party  to 
whose  views  and  course  in  politics  I am  strongly 
opposed,  that  to  impute  to  them  a denial  of  the 
validity  of  the  existing  state  debt,  and  a determina- 
tion to  resist  its  payment,  is  as  absurd  as  it  is  uti- 
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just,  since  the  very  ground  on  which  they  object  to 
future  loans  distinctly  is — the  magnitude  and  con- 
sequent burthen  of  the  debt  they  must  create;  in 
other  words,  that,  if  contracted,  they  will  be  bind- 
ing, and  must  be  paid.  The  magnitude  of  a debt 
having  no  legal  nor  moral  sanction,  and  therefore 
never  intended  to  be  paid,  could  hardly  be  a subject 
of  alarm. 

But,  it  may  be  thought,  can  all  that  has  appeared 
on  this  subject  in  the  city  articles  of  the  limes  be 
untrue'1  Is  there  no  foundation  whatever  for  its  re- 
peated assertions  that  “doctrines  and  principles  of 
action,”  in  relation  to  state  debts,  such  as  have 
been  quoted,  have  been  extensively  promulgated  in 
the  United  States,  and  are  assented  to  by  vast  num- 
bers of  the  people!  Alter  all  the  clamor  that  has 
been  raised,  the  panic  that  has  been  excited,  can  it 
be  true  that  there  is  no  party  whatever,  no  states- 
men nor  public  men,  nor  even  private  individuals, 
who  have  publicly  denied  the  obligation  of  state 
debts  and  advised  the  people  lo  resist  their  pay- 
ment.' Certaiidy,  there  is  no  such  party,  no  such 
statesman  nor  public  man,  nor,  so  long  as  the  con- 
dition of  socie'y  remains  unchanged — so  long  as 
there  remains  even  a tolerable  respect  i'or  law  and 
morals — is  there  any  hazard  that  there  will  be?  But 
private  individuals  undoubtedly  there  are  by  whom 
these  doctrines  have  been  espoused  and  proclaimed, 
and  it  may  amuse  as  well  as  instruct  your  readers 
to  know  where  these  individuals  are  to  be  found, 
and  who  they  really  are.  In  the  city  of  New  York 
there  is  a small  body  of  men — a faithful  band  of  the 
disciples  of  Robert  Owen  and  Fanny  Wright,  and 
zealous  apostles  of  the  tenets  of  their  teachers — 
who  denounce  marriage  as  an  odious  monopoly; 
the  institution  of  property  as  the  primal  curse,  the 
fount  and  origin  of  all  evil;  and  religion  as  the 
grand  imposture  by  the  aid  of  which  all  other 
abuses  are  maintained  and  upheld.  These  per- 
sons, deeply  affected  by  the  miserable  condition  of 
man  in  ever}'  country  and  under  every  government, 
have  resolved  to  unite  their  efforts  for  the  reforma- 
tion of  abuses,  wherever  they  exist,  and  the  final 
expiration  of  all  social,  moral  and  political  evils; 
and  for  that  purpose  they  have  formed  themselves 
into  a society,  to  which  they  have  given  the  appro- 
priate and  comprehensive  name  of  the  “society  for 
social  reform.”  Among  other  abuses  that  have 
caused  the  grief  and  extorted  the  groans  of  these 
cosmopolite  reformers,  is  the  existence  of  a state  debt, 
which  there  was  any  obligation  to  pay,  has  appear- 
ed to  them  an  intolerable  grievance,  and  they  there- 
fore appointed  a committee  of  their  ablest  men  to 
consider  and  report  the  best  means  that  could  be 
adopted  for  abating  the  nuisance — that  is,  not  the 
debt,  but  the  obligation.  This  enlightened  com- 
mittee (a  deep  thinking  Englishman,  somewhat 
obese,  by  trade  a baker,  was  their  chairman)  met, 
pondered,  and  resolved,  and  in  their  report,  which 
the  society  adopted  and  published,  the  notable  dis- 
coveries that  state  bonds  are  bills  of  credit,  and 
state  laws  authorising  loans  null  and  void,  because 
no  state  constitution  says  that  such  laws  may  be 
passed,*  were  first  ushered  to  the  world,  and,  la- 
mentable to  say,  by  their  publication,  added  not  a 
little  to  the  contempt  and  ridicule — they  have 
hitherto  excited  no  stronger  feeling — with  which 
the  authors  and  their  society,  since  their  existence 
became  known,  have  been  generally  regarded.  How 
little  prescient  were  the  authors  of  this  report  of 
the  celebrity  they  were  destined  to  attain!  Proud 
though  they  doubtless  were  of  the  result  of  their 
labors,  how  unconscious  of  their  future  success  and 
vast  influence!  Little  could  they  expect  that  their 
discoveries,  grand  as  they  felt  them  to  be,  would  be 
adopted  and  sanctioned  by  the  leading  conservative 
journal  of  England  as  a sound,  though  novel,  expo- 
sition of  American  constitutional  law,  and  ns  such, 
far  preferable  to  the  ill-digested  opinion  of  the  pal- 
try statesman  and  feeble-minded  lawyer,  Daniel 
Webster!  Still  less  could  they  anticipate  that  their 
report,  probably  first  read  in  the  ill  lighted  room  of 
an  obscure  alley  tavern  to  some  half  dozen  or  dozen 
admiring  artisans  and  laborers,  smelling  wofully  of 
rum  and  tobacco,  but  profound  judges  of  eloquence 
ami  law — still  less  could  they  anticipate  that  this 
report  would  be  named,  quoted  and  extracts  from 
it  given  in  the  columns  of  the  same  journal,  and  its 


*Some  of  the  state  constitutions,  my  impression  is, 
contain  an  express,  though  needless  provision,  that  the 
legislature  shall  have  power  to  pass  all  such  laws  as 
they  may  deem  the  public  good  to  require;  but  this, 
doubtless,  appeared  to  the  society  for  social  reform,  as 
it  will  to  the  editor  of  the  Times , far  too  general  and 
vague  an  authority.  The  present  constitution  of  the 
state  of  New  York  contains  an  express  recognition  of 
the  debt  existing  at  die  time  of  its  adoption  (1821),  and 
makes  an  inviolable  provision  of  certain  funds  for  its 
payment;  but  perhaps  this  recognition  of  past  loans 
was  interpreted  by  the  social  reformers  as  an  interdic- 
tion of  future! 


contents  be  there  appealed  to  as  evidence  of  the 
true  sentiments  of  the  American  people!*  A few 
words  shall  conclude  my  history  of  the  “society  for 
social  reform.”  Its  members  are  chiefly  foreigners 
by.  birth — bitter  enemies  of  the, countries  they  have 
left,  not  welcome  inmates  of  our  own.  Their  num- 
bers are  perhaps  one — perhaps  (I  would  be  just  to 
them)  two  hundred;  and  of  the  forty  thousand 
voters  in  the  city,  they  may  influence  (I  am  gene- 
rous in  the  calculation)  possibly  twenty.  Their 
doctrines,  it  has  been  seen,  coincide  with  those  im- 
puted to  the  more  violent  of  the  chartists;  but  their 
numbers,  it  must  be  confessed,  are  unequal,  nor  are 
the  dangers  with  which  they  threaten  our  govern- 
ment or  its  creditors  quite  as  formidable  as  those 
that  seem  to  menace  England. 

I return  to  the  libel,  and  find  that  1 have  omitted 
to  notice  an  incidental  passage  of  much  significance, 
in  which  the  writer  says  that,  “a  formal  exposition 
of  a committee  of  the  New  York  legislature,  with 
respect  to  internal  improvements,  and  the  loan  sys- 
tem, has  been  adverted  to  sometime  ago.”  He 
means  to  say,  that  this  report  of  a committee  re- 
commended the  “principles  of  action,”  he  had  just 
exposed;  and  in  speaking  of  it  as  formerly  adverted 
to,  he  doubtless  refers  to  the  city  article  in  the 
Times  of  September  4,  which  is  probably  the  most 
elaborate  attack  upon  American  securities,  the  re- 
sources of  the  states,  and  the  good  faith  of  the  go- 
vernment and  people,  that  has  yet  appeared.  It 
contains  these  passages: — “In  the  states  of  New 
York  and  Pennsylvania  the  mass  of  the  people  have 
already,  in  public  assemblies,  repudiated  the  loans 
so  contracted,  and  declared  against  acknowledging 
or  paying  the  interest  on  them.”  The  voice  of  the 
people,  however,  has  been  echoed — which  is  worse, 
although  what  might  have  been  expected — in  the 
legislature;  one  branch  of  each  of  the  legislatures  of 
New  York  and  Pennsylvania  has  stigmatized  the 
foreign  state  debt  so  contracted  already,  and  declar- 
ed against  the  acknowledgment  and  further  payment 
of  interest,  in  proceedings  and  committee  reports 
formally  drawn  up.” 

The  offence  of  the  writer  in  these  passages  is 
much  graver  than  any  I have  yet  exposed,  tiie  in- 
tention more  wicked,  the  calumny  more  dangerous. 
If  the  assertions  here  made  be  true,  and  especially 
if  it  be  true  that  one  branch  of  the  legislature  in 
each  of  the  great  states  that  are  named,  has  con- 
demned the  foreign  state  debt  already  contracted, 
and  resolved  to  resist  its  payment,  the  question  as 
to  American  faith  is  settled:  no  confidence  can  be 
placed  in  the  governments  or  people;  the  worst 
charges  against  them  are  true;  they  may  be  regard- 
ed as  now  convicted  of  intentional  fraud;  the  state 
bonds  are  worthless  paper;  those  who  would  issue 
or  sell  them,  swindlers.  But  if  the  charges  which 
these  assertions  imply  are  false,  are  there  any  terms 
of  reprobation  too  strong  to  express  our  sense  of 
the  moral  delinquency  of  the  writer,  who,  to  serve 
the  interest  of  selfish,  or  gratify  the  malice  of  vin- 
dictive men,  has  invented  and  published  them?  The 
charges  are  false — each  distinct  assertion,  a dis- 
tinct falsehood.  It  is  painful  to  repeat  the  words, 
but,  for  the  occasion,  they  are  the  best  the  language 
supplies,  and  never  was  their  use  more  justifiable 
and  necessary.  Neither  in  New  York  or  Pennsyl- 
vania have  any  such  assemblages  of  the  people  been 
held,  or  any  such  legislative  proceedings  been  had, 
as  the  writer  describes;  and  the  falsehood  would  riot 
have  been  more  Gertain  and  monstrous  had  he  af- 
firmed that  the  mass  of  the  people  of  England  in 
public  meetings  had  resolved  to  defraud  (he  creditors 
of  the  stale,  and  that  the  house  of  lords  or  commons 
had  sanctioned  the  report  of  a committee  recommend- 
ing the  extinction  of  the  national  debt  by  a national 
bankruptcy.  The  occurrence  of  such  proceedings 
in  New  York  or  in  Pennsylvania  is  as  morally  im- 
possible as  in  England  itself.  I forbear  on  this  oc- 
casion to  repeat  my  call  on  the  libeller  to  produce 
his  evidence;  I know  that  no  such  evidence  does  or 
can  exist.  Of  New  York  I speak  from  positive  in- 
formation, and  of  Pennsylvania  with  a confidence  as 
absolute  as  even  knowledge  can  inspire.  (See  note 

A.)  

*This  report  is  referred  to  in  the  city  article  of  the 
Times  of  4th  October,  but  I find  that  on  some  points 
my  memory  has  deceived  me;  the  name  of  the  asso- 
ciation to  which  the  report  was  made  is  not  given. 
The  writer  probably  thought  that  it  would  be  well  not 
to  excite  a suspicion  that  the  “social  reformers”  were 
only  a branch  of  the  “socialists’’  of  England,  a9  hap- 
pens to  be  the  case.  I find  also  that  in  this  article  no 
express  appeal  is  made  to  the  contents  of  the  report  as 
evidence  of  the  opinion  of  the  majority  of  the  people; 
but  I am  fully  persuaded,  after  careful  inquiry  and 
search,  that  no  other  evidence  that  the  views  the  re- 
port expresses  are  embraced  by  any  portion  of  the 
people  can  be  produced  '.ban  the  report  itself.  I pro- 
test, however,  against  its  reproduction.  It  is  not  the 
evidence  I demand,  nor  such  as  I think  will  now  satis- 
fy the  public. 


I revert  to  the  original  libel,  and  rejoice  to  find 
that  a few  remarks  will  suffice  to  complete  my  un- 
grateful though  necessary  task.  The  residue  of  the 
article  is  filled  with  statements  and  calculations  re- 
lative to  the  debt,  revenue  and  resources  of  New 
York,  that  are  said  to  be  taken  from  a recent  ad- 
dress of  the  democratic  party  to  the  electors  of  the 
city.  The  details,  as  here  given,  are  a series  of 
misrepresentations  and  blunders,  most  of  them  ig- 
norant or  wilful  perversions  of  the  facts  by  the 
writer  of  the  article,  and  some,  no  doubt,  chargea- 
ble to  the  authors  of  the  address — an  address  to  the 
passions  of  an  excited  people  on  the  eve  of  the 
election  it  was  meant  to  influence,  and  full  of  the 
exaggerations  which  it  is  usual  to  employ  on  such 
occasions.  It  is  not  my  purpose  in  this  communi- 
cation to  refute  the  errors  and  misstatements  of 
which  I have  spoken  by  a true  exposition  of  the 
debt,  resources  and  financial  policy  of  New  York; 
my  sole  object  is  to  vindicate  the  character  and  ho- 
nor of  the  state,  by  repelling  the  imputation  of  pro- 
bable— I had  almost  said  possible — bad  faith  on  the 
part  of  its  government  or  people;  and  this,  I trust 
has  been  effected.* 

Whether  there  are  or  are  not  sound  reasons  of 
policy,  looking  to  the  financial  condition  ol  Eng- 
land, that  should  discourage  her  capitalists  from  in- 
vesting their  funds  in  American  securities,  and  whe- 
ther many  of  the  American  states  would  not  best 
consult  their  own  permanent  interest  by  forbearing 
to  enlarge  their  present  loans,  are  questions  I mean 
not  to  discuss. f It  may  be  desirable,  lor  many 
reasons,  that  American  stocks  should  be  excluded 
from  the  money  market  of  London;  but  let  the  ex- 
clusion, if  desirable,  be  effected  by  fair  and  honora- 
ble means,  not  by  such  that,  while  they  disgrace  the 
press  of  England,  insult  and  outrage  the  feelings  of 
America.  It  is  a grievance  not  to  be  endured— an 
intolerable  injury,  that  the  people  of  the  United 
States  should  be  held  forth,  daily  and  weekly,  to 
the  contempt  and  odium  of  England,  Europe  and 
the  civilized  world,  to  the  execration  and  scorn  of 
every  honorable  man  in  every  country  that  the 
English  press  can  reach,  as  a nation  destitute  of 
faith,  morals  and  religion — as  a nation  of  greed)' 
speculators  and  profligate  swindlers,  eager  to  pro- 
mise because  they  mean  not  to  fulfil,  and  rushing 
to  borrow,  in  the  hope  to  plunder. f 

It  is  with  extreme  reluctance,  Mr.  Editor,  that  I 
have  prepared  these  observations:  it  is  not  without 
a feeling  as  of  personal  degradation  that  I submit  to 
defend  my  country  against  the  imputations  to  which 
I have  referred.  It  is  now  about  two  years — about 
the  time  of  the  arrival  in  London  of  the  agent  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States — that  a systematic  at- 
tack on  American  credit' and  o i the  American  cha- 
racter was  begun  in  this  city.  Who  are  the  real 
authors  of  this  attack,  and  what  their  motives,  I 
omit  to  inquire.  What  are  the  private  interests  af- 
fected by  the  introduction  of  American  securities, 
that  seek  their  own  protection  in  the  destruction  of 
their  rivals,  I know  not,  nor  care  to  know;  but 
against  the  means  employed  to  effect  the  purpose, 
against  the  mode  ol  warfare  that  has  been  adopted, 
I earnestly  and  solemnly  protest.  During  the  pe- 
riod I have  named,  a torrent  of  course  vituperation, 
of  virulent  abuse,  imputing  acts  and  motives  the 
most  vile  and  dishonorable,  has  been  poured  from 
the  columns  of  the  Times  and  other  journals,  on 
the  American  states  and  the  American  people.  For 
a long  time  I hoped  and  believed  that  calumnies  so 
wicked  and  dangerous,  so  prejudicial  to  the  interests 
of  both  countries,  and  fheieatening  to  their  peace, 
would  be  indignantly  rebuked  and  repelled,  at  least, 
by  a portion  of  the  English  press  and  of  the  Eng- 
lish public;  but  such  has  not  been  the  case;  and  if 
general  silence  is  to  be  deemed  a proof  of  general 
acquiescence,  the  accusations  against  ns  are  be- 
lieved to  be  true.  Under  these  circumstances  it 
becomes  Americans  in  future  to  remain  silent;  it  is 
not  fitting  that  we  should  appear  as  criminals  at 
your  bar,  to  plead  our  innocence.  I know  that  our 
silence  has  been  censured;  but  what  is  it  that  we 
are  required  to  say?  That  we  are  not  quite  as  dis- 
honest and  fraudulent,  as  lawless  and  unjust;  not 
quite  the  cheats,  and  swindlers,  and  levellers,  and 
anarchists,  and  infidels,  that  your  press  has  chosen 
to  represent  us;  that  we  are  not  quite  sunk  to  the 
level  of  the  savages  that  surround  us;  that  we  retain 


*See  note  B. 
tSee  note  C. 

tSee  city  article  of  Times,  November21,  in  which  an 
extract  is  given  from  a pretended  letter  of  an  Ameri- 
can, (the  letter  or  the  American  certainly  fabricated), 
in  these  pleasant  ternis: — “America  is  not  the  country 
it  is  cracked  up  to  be;  too  many  speculators  and  .'ram- 
blers— indeed,  to  be  plain,  I look  upon  it,  from  Maine 
to  Florida,  it  is  one  vast  swindling  shop.”  And  ibis 
is  quoted  to  prove  that  Mr.  Webster  is  utterly  mistaken 
when  he  says  that  his  countrymen  believe  that  they 
are  morally  bound  to  pay  thelrdpbts! 


S94 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— FEB.  15,  1840— NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 


some  few  of  the  efements,  some  faint  traces  of  the 
civilization  that  you  bequeathed  to  us,  and,  in  sober 
truth,  have  not  cast  off  all  regard  for  decency,  and 
law,  and  order,  and  religion.  No!  no!  no! 

If  the  English  nation  can  believe  that  the  people 
of  the  United  States  are  so  corrupt  and  demoraliz- 
ed, so  destitute  of  public  and  private  faith,  that  no 
reliance  can  be  placed  on  any  engagements  they 
may  form,  it  is  well  that  we  should  know  that  such 
are  the  sentiments  with  which  you  regard  us;  not 
that  we  may  seek,  by  humble  apologies  and  whining 
remonstrance,  to  soften  your  prejudices  and  propi- 
tiate your  favor,  but  that  the  necessary  measures 
may  be  taken  for  abolishing  for  ever  the  intercourse 
that,  whilst  it  continues,  must  continue  to  subject 
us,  as  a nation  and  as  individuals,  to  contumely, 
insult  and  dishonor. 

The  true  feelings  of  the  American  people — I 
speak  of  the  past;  I cannot  answer  for  the  present — 
towards  England,  and  all  that  England  holds  vene- 
rable and  dear,  have  in  this  country  been  little  un- 
derstood. I speak  from  a thorough  and  intimate 
knowledge  when  I say  that,  on  this  subject,  the 
representations  of  your  travellers  are  in  an  especial 
degree  untrustworthy  and  fallacious.  The  Ameri- 
can people,  as  a nation,  is  English;  as  in  language, 
so  in  character,  habits,  feeling  and  even  prejudices. 
They  are  proud  of  their  Anglo-Saxon  descenl; 
proud  ol  the  mother  country  from  which  they  boast 
to  derive  their  language  and  literature,  their  laws 
and  their  religion.  From  our  very  infancy,  the  ear- 
liest dawn  of  reason  and  knowledge,  our  alfections, 
by  the  operation  of  a thousand  causes  acting  on  every 
faculty  of  bur  minds,  and  every  feeling  of  our  hearts; 
our  purest  and  noblest  affections  are  drawn  as  by  a 
magnetic  force  towards  our  glorious  lather  land,  and 
were  they  not  checked  as  they  seek  their  natural 
home,  and  repulsed,  and  scorned,  they  would  bind  us 
to  England  with  chains  stronger  than  adamant.  No 
manifestations  of  a singular  esteem  are  necessary; 
nothing  more  than  a decent  civility,  nothing  more 
than  a show  of  tolerable  candor,  ah  ordinary  mea- 
sure of  common  justice,  is  required  to  make  us  yohr 
truest  friends  in  peace,  your  firmest  allies  in  war. 
But  if  you  will  not  be  otherwise;  if  you  desire  to 
trample  on  our  affections  and  sympathies,  and  ex- 
tinguish our  reverence  and  love;  if  you  would  com- 
pel us  to  forget  our  common  origin,  would  erase 
from  our  minds  the  recollection  of  the  past,  and 
deny  us  any  share  or  interest  in  the  deeds,  the  men, 
the  books,  the  learning,  the  principles,  that  we  have 
fondly  valued  as  our  common  inheritance  and  com- 
mon glory;  if,  in  place  of  the  natural  and  powerful 
sentiments  that  attracts  us  towards  you — that,  met 
and  answered,  would  cement  an  indissoluble  friend- 
ship, would  make  us  one  nation,  in  heart,  and  mind, 
and  purpose,  so  that  the  ocean  that  separates  should 
raise  its  billows  in  vain  to  divide  us;  if,  in  place  of 
these  sentiments,  it  is  your  will  to  cherish  in  your 
own  bosoms,  and  to  plant  in  ours,  an  enmity  and 
hatred  intense,  enduring,  unquenchable,  it  is  in 
your  power  to  accomplish  the  object.  It  is  this 
object  that  the  press  of  England' — speaking  gene- 
rally ,J  speak  the  truth — is  now  laboring  to  effect, 
and — unless  its  efforts  shall  be  arrested  by  a timely 
and  decisive  expression  of  public  opinion — will  ef- 
fect. J.  D. 

Note  A. 

During  the  last  session  of  the  legislature  of  New 
York  the  following  proceedings  took  place  in  the 
senate:  “The  committee  on  finance  made  a very 
full  and  able  report,  in  relation  to  the  debt,  revenue 
and  financial  policy  of  the  state,  in  which  they  re- 
commend the  steady  prosecution  of  certain  works 
cf  internal  improvement  already  commenced,  and 
an  increase  of  the  state  debt  by  gradual  and  succes- 
sive loans  for  that  object.  From  the  views  of  the 
leport  a single  member  of  the  committee  dissented, 
and  he  offered  to  the  senate  a counter-report,  which 
lie  read  in  his  place.  Tn  this  he  denied  the  policy 
of  the  contemplated  improvements,  and  denounced 
the  proposed  additions  to  the  public  debt  as  extra- 
vagant and  tending  necessarily  to  the  imposition  ol 
taxes  for  the  payment  of  the  interest,  and  avowed 
his  fears  or  his  'belief  that  in  that  event  the  people 
would  repudiate  (the  very  word  used  by  the  Times) 
the  loans  so  contracted.  When  he  had  finished,  his 
political  enemies  in  the  senate  expressed  their 
wishes  that  the  paper  should  be  received  and  print- 
ed, but  this  his  friends  opposed,  perceiving  the  error 
that  had  been  committed  and  the  imputations  to 
which  their  party  would  be  exposed  by  the  publi- 
cation of  such  sentiments,  and  the  end  of  the  affair 
wms  that  the  dissenting  member  asked  and  obtained 
permission  to  withdraw  his  protest,  which  accord- 
ingly is  not  to  be  found  in  the  proceedings  of  the 
senate,  and  my  belief  is,  has  never  been  published. 
This  transaction  was  the  subject  of  much  comment 
in  the  newspapers,  nor  can  I doubt  that  this  reject- 
ed and  suppressed  report,  not  ol  a committee  but  of 
a dissenting  member,  is  the  evidence  of  the  Times 


“that  one  branch  of  the  legislature  of  New  York 
(the  pretext  as  to  Pennsylvania  I have  been  unable 
to  discover)  has  stigmatized  the  loans  already  con- 
tracted, and  declared  against  their  further  acknow- 
ledgment and  the  payment  of  interest  thereon,”  as 
the  meetings  of  the  society  for  social  reform  are 
doubtless  the  evidence  that  “the  mass  of  the  people 
in  public  assemblages  have  repudiated  the  loans,” 
&c. 

Note,  B . 

Some  of  these  misstatements,  showing  very  clear- 
ly the  ill  faith  of  the  writer  or  his  gross  ignorance, 
it  rnay  be  expedient  to  notice.  He  says,  “that  the 
amount  of  state  debts  for  internal  improvements  for 
the  present  year  is  shown  (i.  e.  in  the  address) 
to  be  $10,250,000.”  The  words  “ for  the  year"  are 
equivalent  to  “for  the  service  of  the  year,”  and  the 
idea  to  be  conveyed  plainly  is  that  the  amount  given 
was  intended  to  be  borrowed  and  expended  during 
the  year.  The  error  is  intentional,  and  is  not  found 
in  the  address.  The  whole  debt  of  the  state  on  the 
1st  February,  1839,  was  $10,455,640,  but  from  this 
sum  is  to  be  deducted  a fund  now  provided  (and 
partly  in  bank  and  partly  secured  on  bond  and  mort- 
gage) for  the  payment  of  the  old  canal  debt,  amount- 
ing to  $2,702,688,  thus  leaving  the  real  debt 
$7,742,952.  [Report  of  Mr.  Verplanck,  from  the 
committee  on  finance  in  relation  to  the  debt,  reve- 
nue and  financial  policy  of  the  state,  April  19th, 
1839.  Senate  documents,  No.  96]. 

To  this  balance  have  since  been  added  about 
$2,000,000,  making  the  whole  debt  less  than 
$10,000,000  say  two  millions  pounds  sterling  at  the 
close  of  the  year;  being  less  than  has  been  paid  by 
the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  New  York  alone  in 
the  course  of  a very  few  years  (less  than  six)  in 
taxes  and  assessments  for  city  purposes.  The  “old 
canal  debt”  consists  of  the  state  bonds  falling  due 
in  1845,  the  holders  of  which  may  at  any  time  re- 
ceive payment  on  application  to  the  commissioners 
of  the  canal  fund.  Again:  it  is  said  that  there  is  a 
deficit  of  funds  to  meet  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the 
government,  out  of  which  has  already  arisen  a debt 
of  $2,232,000.  Were  this  true  it  would  follow  that 
this  sura  is  to  be  added  to  the  amount  of  the  debt 
before  given,  and  it  w ould  also  follow  that  the  state 
has  been  in  the  habit  of  borrowing,  not  merely  to 
defray  the  prime  cost  of  its  canals  and  other  public 
works,  but  to  meet  the  ordinary  expenses  of  its  go- 
vernment, a course  as  unjustifiable  and  pernicious 
as  can  well  be  imagined:  but  it  is  not  true. 

The  state  of  New  York  is  possessed  of  a fund 
called  “the  general  fund,”  arising  chiefly  from  the 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  its  public  lands,  the  income 
alone  of  which  was  formerly  sufficient  to  defray  all 
the  ordinary  expenses  of  its  government;  but  within 
the  last  ten  years  more  than  two  millions  (the  debt 
above  spoken  of)  have  been  taken  from  the  capital 
of  this  fund  and  expended  on  the  canals,  and  in  the 
book  of  the  treasury  they  are  charged  as  a debt  from 
the  canal  to  the  general  fund.  The  debt,  therefore, 
is  one  that  the  state  owes  as  proprietor  of  the  canals 
to  the  state  as  proprietor  of  the  fund;  in  other 
words,  it  is  not  a legal  but  a book-keeping  fiction. 
As  to  any  future  deficit,  if  any  arise,  it  will  be  pro- 
duced in  the  same  manner,  namely,  by  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  capital,  instead  of  the  interest  of  funds 
already  belonging  to  the  state,  and  the  probability 
even  of  such  a deficit  may  be  determined  from  the 
fact  thatthe  incomeof  the  state  forthe  presentyear, 
(arising  from  canal  tolls,  auction  and  salt  duties, in- 
terest on  mortgages,  and  other  sources),  after  pay- 
ing the  whole  interest  on  the  debt,  repairs  of  canals, 
and  expenses  of  the  government,  it  is  already  as- 
certained will  exceed  a million  of  dollars.  It  is 
proper  to  add  that  the  misstatements  last  noticed 
are  not  chargeable  to  the  Times , but  the  “suppressio 
veri”  which  they  involve  i^  sufficient  to  mark  the 
character  of  the  electioneering  address  from  which 
they  are  taken.  , 

Again,  a series  of  calculations  is  next  given  to 
show  that  the  debts  of  the  state  in  the  year  1844 
will  amount  to  $43,000,000,  and  that,  deducting  the 
net  revenue  of  the  canals,  there  will  then  remain 
$1,479,000  annually  of  interest  to  be  provided  for. 
That  these  calculations  are  erroneous,  even  absurd- 
ly so,  it  would  be  easy  to  prove;  but  as  they  are 
found  in  the  address,  1 shall  content  myself  with 
observing  that  if  the  rule  that  the  friends  of  internal 
improvements  (the  party  in  favor  of  increasing  the 
debt)  have  laid  down  for  regulating  future  loans 
shall  continue  to  be  observed,  it  is  almost  impossi- 
ble that  the  debt  should  reach  the  amount  stated  in 
the  year  1844,  and  quite  impossible  that  a deficit 
of  funds  for  the  payment  of  interest  should  ever 
exist.  That  rule  is:  so  to  adjust  the  loans  of  each 
year  as  that  the  annual  interest  of  the  whole  debt 
shall  always  fall  w’ithin  the  clear  income  of  the 
stale,  the  average  income  of  the  last  two  or  three 
years  being  taken  as  the  measure.  [Verplanck’s 
report,  page  12] . 


The  writer,  as  if  following  the  address,  next  says, 
“It  is  observed  that  to  meet  this  amount  (i.  e.  the 
deficit  of  interest)  two  ways  are  open — viz:  as  by 
the  present  system,  to  borrow  annually  and  perpetu- 
ally, or  by  taxation.”  The  words  “as  by  the  pre- 
sent system”  are  an  interpolation  of  the  Times,  and 
the  misrepresentation  they  imply  gross  and  unpar- 
donable; the  state  of  New  York  has  never  borrowed 
one  dollar  to  meet  the  interest  on  its  debt,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  the  funds  originally  appropriated,  and 
by  the  constitution  of  the  state  solemnly  pledged, 
for  that  purpose,  have  not  only  proved  sufficient  to 
meet  the  interest  on  the  whole  debt,  but  have  yield- 
ed a surplus,  from  which,  during  the  last  ten  years, 
eight  millions  of  dollars  of  the  principal  have  been 
discharged,  and  the  same  funds  yield  a surplus  for 
the  present  year  sufficient  to  meet  the  interest  on 
an  additional  debt  of  fifteen  millions,  (dollars,). 

The  calculations  that  follow,  intended  to  show 
that  the  payment  of  the  debt  when  it  shall  reach  its 
maximum  of  $43,000,000  will  require  a tax  of  $21 
on  every  man,  woman  and  child  in  the  state,  need 
not  detain  us  long.  From  the  statement  of  the 
Times  it  would  seem  that  this  will  be  required  as 
an  annual  tax  to  meet  the  annual  deficit  of  interest, 
that  is  to  say,  a capitation  tax  of  $21,  on  a popula- 
tion of  2,700,000  to  meet  a deficit  of  $1,479,000! 
The  blunders  of  the  address  are  bad  enough,  but 
not  quite  equal  to  this!  The  meani  ng  of  the  address 
is,  that  this  tax  will  be  necessary  to  satisfy  the 
whole  debt,  and  the  blunders  of  its  authors  are:  first, 
that  they  Suppose  the  whole  debt  to  be  paid  by  the 
taxation  of  a single  year,  whereas,  as  the  succes- 
sive loans  will  become  successively  due,  the  amount 
payable  in  any  one  year  will  not  exceed  $5,000,000, 
a sum  not  requring  an  immoderate,  but  to  be  met 
by  a very  reasonable  tax;  secondly,  they  make  the 
present  population  and  wealth  of  the  state  the  basis 
of  their  calculations,  not  choosing  to  remember  that 
both  will  probably  be  doubled  when  the  loans  be- 
come due,  that  is,  taking  an  average,  twenty  years 
hence;  and  lastly,  they  cast  out  of  view  altogether 
the  value  of  the  improvements  on  which  the  state 
loans  have  been  and  are  to  be  expended,  although 
those  improvements  in  their  present  state  yield  an 
annual  income  of  about  $1,500,000,  and  when  en- 
larged and  completed  will  augment  that  income,  no 
sane  man  doubts,  to  more  than  three  millions. 

Such  are  the  fac(3  and  reasoning  of  a party  ad- 
dress on  the  eve  of  an  election. 

Note  C. 

I am  very  far  from  believing  that  this  proscrip- 
tion of  American  stocks  is  required  by  any  sound 
reasons  of  financial  policy;  on  the  contrary,  I am 
persuaded  that  the  most  important  interests  of 
Great  Britain  are  intimately  connected  with  the 
support  of  American  credit,  so  that,  within  certain 
limits,  her  capitalists  should  be  as  willing  to  lend  as 
the  Americans  are  desirous  to  borrow.  The  capi- 
tal borrowed  by  the  United  States  is  not  so  with- 
drawn as  lo  interfere  in  any  manner  with  the  cir- 
culation, or  derange  the  currency  of  this  country. 
It  is  used  here  in  payment  of  the  debt  thatthe  Unit- 
ed States  in  the  course  of  trade  annually  contract. 
It  is  transferred  by  bills  from  the  banker  to  the 
merchant,  and  is  taken  to  America,  not  in  bullion 
but  in  British  goods;  every  investment  made,  while 
it  adds  to  the  income  of  the  capitalist,  swells  the 
profits  of  the  manufacturer. 

The  subject  is  too  important  and  extensive  to  be 
discussed  within  the  limits  of  a note,  but  I may 
perhaps  suggest  some  hints  to  aid  the  reflections  of 
those  who  may  feel  it  their  duty  to  consider  it. 

There  is  an  annual  deficit  of  the  exports  of  Ame- 
rica to  meet  her  imports  from  England,  amounting, 
it  is  believed,  to  nearly  three  millions  sterling,  and 
this  in  the  natural  state  of  the  commerce  between 
the  countries  will  probably  continue  to  be  annual 
for  many  years;  it  can  only  be  met  by  an  extension 
of  credit  in  some  form,  and  if  not  thus  met,  it  is  cer- 
tain that  the  commercial  relations  between  England 
and  the  United  States  cannot  much  longer  be  main- 
tained. It  is  impossible  that  the  United  States 
should  continue  to  purchase  of  England  all  that  the 
wants  of  their  inhabitants  require  if  they  must 
export  annually  from  twelve  to  fifteen  millions  of 
dollars  in  specie  lo  meet  the  balance  of  their  pay- 
ments; to  prevent  this  constant  drain  of  bullion  a 
diminished  import  will  be  indispensable,  and  it  is 
only  by  an  increase  of  duties  that  the  necessary  di- 
minution can  be  effected.  It  is  also  clear  that  such 
an  increase  of  duties  cannot  be  limited  to  the  mere 
excess  of  imports:  it  must  be  general  in  its  nature, 
and  to  be  effectual,  nearly  prohibitory  in  its  result. 
It  is  this  view  of  the  subject  that  has  raised  the 
hopes  of  the  friends  of  a high  tariff  in  the  United 
States,  who  are  now  confident  in  their  predictions 
that  within  two  or  three  years  from  this  period  the 
United  States  will  be  independent  of  foreign  sup- 
plies, and  that  their  manufactures  will  be  raised 
and  firmly  established  on  the  partial  ruin  of  those  of 
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England.  In  uiy  view  of  the  best  interests  of  my 
own  country  it  is  not  desirable  that  these  predictions 
should  be  accomplished. 

No  such  confidence  has  yet  been  placed  in  the 
American  governments  or  people  as  they  have  the 
right  to  expect  and  claim;  no  such  confidence  as 
the  true  knowledge  and  candid  estimate  of  their 
condition,  resources  and  character  would  certainly 
inspire.  The  confidence  hitherto  given,  mixed  as 
it  has  been  with  ignorance  and  prejudice,  has 
been  doubtful  vascillating,  full  oi  jealousy  and 
l'ear,  liable  to  be  shaken  by  the  lighest  breath 
of  suspicion,  and  by  a continued  blast  from  the 
Times  utterly  overthrown.  It  is  not  a blind  and 
unreflecting  confidence  that  is  required;  but  that 
which  is  the  result  of  inquiry  and  knowledge,  that 
which  is  prudent  and  discriminating,  i3  cautiously 
given  and  firmly  maintained.  The  absence  of  this 
reasonable  and  stable  confidence  is  the  grand  dis- 
turbing cause,  the  main  source,  of  the  evils  under 
which  both  countries  are  now  suffering,  and  of  the 
still  greater,  with  which  they  are  threatened. 

The  suspension  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks 
of  the  United  Slates,  in  1837,  and  that  in  the  pre- 
sent year,  were  produced  by  the  same  cause;  the 
sudden  and  capricious  withdrawal  of  the  credit  be- 
fore given,  and  the  demand  of  the  immediate  pay- 
ment in  specie  of  a debt  for  which  it  was  believed 
an  adequate  provision  had  already  been  made. 
Substantially,  the  same  cause — the  unexpected  ne- 
cessity of  payinga  foreign  debt  in  bullion,  that  could 
not  be  met  by  exports— would  have  exhausted  the 
vaults  of  the  Hank  of  England,  and  compelled  that 
institution  to  stop  its  payments,  but  for  the  credit 
extended  to  it  by  the  Bank  of  France.  A similar 
credit  timely  given  from  this  country  to  the  banks 
in  the  United  States,  upon  securities  unquestiona- 
bly solid,  would  have  prevented  all  that  has  occur- 
red; the  commerce  between  the  two  countries  would 
have  sustained  no  interruption;  the  orders  from 
America  would  have  been  as  frequent  as  usual,  and 
the  distress  now  felt,  rapidly  spreading,  and  certain 
to  increase,  in  the  manufacturing  districts  of  Eng- 
land, could  not  have  arisen. 

No  man  of  common  sense  can  believe  that  the 
commercial  relations  of  England  and  the  United 
States  can  continue  if  they  are  to  be  liable  periodi- 
cally to  the  reverses  and  revulsions  that  have  re- 
cently attended  them.  They  must  cease,  unless 
they  can  be  placed  on  a satisfactory  and  permanent 
basis.  The  conviction  of  .this  truth  is  now  deeply 
impressed  on  the  minds  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  and  its  effects  will  soon  be  apparent  in  their 
legislation. 

It  is  lor  the  statesmen  of  England  to  consider  by 
what  means  the  necessity  for  such  legislation  can 
be  prevented. 

THE  INDEPENDENT  TREASURY  BILL 

AS  IT  PASSED  THE  SENATE. 

A bill  to  provide  lor  the  collection,  safe-keeping, 
transfer  and  disbursement  of  the  public  revenue. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  con- 
gress assembled,  That  there  shall  be  prepared  and 
provided  within  the  new  treasury  building  now 
erecting  at  the  seat  of  government,  suitable  and 
convenient  rooms  for  the  use  of  the  treasurer'of  the 
United  States,  his  assistants  and  clerks;  and  suffi- 
cient and  secure  fire  proof  vaults  and  safes  for  the 
keeping  of  the  public  moneys  in  the  possession  and 
under  the  immediate  control  of  the  said  treasurer, 
which  said  rooms,  vaults  and  safes  are  hereby'  con- 
stituted and  declared  to  be  the  treasury  of  the  Unit- 
ed States.  And  the  said  treasurer  of  the  United 
States  shall  keep  all  the  public  money's  which  shall 
come  to  his  hands  in  the  treasury  of  the  United 
States,  as  hereby  constituted,  until  (tie  same  be' 
drawn  therefrom  according  to  law. 

S -c.  2.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  the  mint 
of  the  United  States  m the  city  of  Philadelphia,  in 
the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  branch  mint  in 
the  city  of  New  Orleans,  in  the  state  of  Louisiana, 
and  the  vaults  and  safes  thereof,  respectively,  shall 
be  places  of  deposite  and  safe-keeping  of  the  pub- 
lic moneys  at  those  points  respectively;  and  the 
treasurer  of  the  said  mint  and  branch  mint  respec- 
tively, for  the  time  being,  shall  have  the  care  of  all 
public  moneys  deposited  within  the  same,  and  shall 
perform  all  the  duties  required  to  be  performed  by 
them,  in  reference  to  the  receipt,  safe-keeping, 
transfer  and  disbursements  of  all  such  moneys,  ac- 
cording to  the  provisions  hereinafter  contained. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  there 
shall  be  prepared  and  provided,  within  the  custom 
houses  now  erecting  in  the  city  of  New  York,  in 
the  state  of  New  York,  and  in  the  city  of  Boston  in 
the  state  of  Massachusetts,  suitable  and  convenient 
rooms  for  the  use  of  the  receivers  general  of  public 
moneys,  hereinafter  directed  to  be  appointed  at  those 
places  respectively,  and  sufficient  and  secure  fire' 


proof  vaults  and  safes  for  the  keeping  of  the  public 
moneys  and  collected  and  deposited  with  them  re- 
spectively; and  receivers  general  of  public  money, 
from  time  to  time  appointed  at  those  points  shall 
have  the  custody  and  care  of  the  said  looms,  vaults 
and  safes  respectively',  and  of  all  the  public  money's 
deposited  with  the  same;  and  shall  perform  all  the 
duties  required  to  be  performed  by  them  in  reference 
to  the  receipt  safe-keeping,  transfer  and  disburse- 
ment of  all  such  moneys,  according  to  the  provi- 
sions of  this  act. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there 
shall  be  erected,  prepared  and  piovided,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  United  States,  at  the  city  of  Charles- 
ton, in  the  state  of  South  Carolina,  and  at  the  city 
of  St.  Louis,  in  the  state  of  Missouri,  offices,  with 
suitable  and  convenient  rooms  for  the  use  of  the  re- 
ceivers general  of  public  money  hercinafterdirected 
to  be  appointed  at  the  places  above  named;  and 
sufficient  and  secure  fire  proof  vaults  and  safes  for 
the  keeping  of  the  public  money  collected  and  de- 
posited at  these  points  respectively;  and  the  said 
receivers  general,  from  time  to  time  appointed  at 
those  places,  shall  have  the  custody  and  care  of  the 
said  offices,  vaults  and  safes,  so  to  be  erected,  pre- 
pared and  provided,  and  of  all  the  public  moneys 
deposited  within  the  same;  and  shall  perform  all 
the  duties  required  to  be  performed  by  them,  in  re- 
ference to  the  receipt,  safe-keeping,  transfer  and 
disbursement  of  all  such  moneys,  according  to  the 
provisions  hereinafter  contained. 

Sec.  5’.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  pre- 
sident shall  nominate,  and,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  senate,  appoint  (our  officers,  to 
be  denominated  “receivers  general  of  public  mo- 
ney,” which  said  officers  shall  hold  their  respective 
offices  for  the  term  of  four  years,  unless  sooner  re- 
moved therefrom,  one  of  which  shall  be  located  in 
the  city  of  New  York,  in  the  state  of  New  York; 
one  other  of  which  shall  be  located  at  the  city  of 
Boston,  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts;  one  other  of 
which  shall  be  located  at  the  city  of  Charleston,  in 
the  state  of  South  Carolina;  and  the  remaining  one 
of  which  shall  be  located  in  (he  city  of  St.  Louis, 
in  the  state  of  Missouri,  and  ail  of  which  said  offi- 
cers shall  give  bonds  to  the  United  States,  with 
sureties,  according  to  the  provisions  hereinafter  con- 
tained, lor  the  faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  of 
their  respective  offices. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  trea- 
surer of  the  United  States,  the  treasurer  of  the  mint 
of  the  United  States,  the  treasurers,  and  those  act- 
ing as  such,  of  the  various  branch  mints,  all  col- 
lectors of  tlie  customs,  all  surveyors  of  the  customs 
acting  also  as  collectors,  all  receivers  general  of 
public  moneys,  all  receivers  of  public  moneys  at 
the  several  land  offices,  and  all  postmasters,  ex- 
cept as  hereinafter  particularly  provided,  be,  and 
they  are  hereby,  required  to  keep  safety,  without 
loaning  or  using,  all  the  public  money  collected  by 
them,  or  otherwise  at  any  time  placed  in  their  pos- 
session and  custody,  till  the  same  is  oidered  by'  the 
proper  department  or  officer  of  the  government  to 
be  transferred  or  paid  out,  and  when  such  orders 
for  transfer  or  payment  are  received,  faithfully  and 
promptly  to  make  the  same  as  directed,  and  to  do 
and  perform  all  other  duties  as  fiscal  agents  of  the 
government,  which  may  be  imposed  by  this  or 
any  other  acts  of  congress,  by  any  regulation  of  the 
treasury  department,  made  in  conformity  to  law, 
and  also  to  do  and  perform  all  acts  and  duties  re- 
quired by  law,  or  by  direction  of  any  of  the  execu- 
tive departments  of  the  government,  by  agents  for 
paying  pensions,  or  for  making  any  other  disburse- 
ments which  either  of  the  heads  of  these  depart- 
ments may  be  required  by  law  to  make,  and  which 
are  of  a character  to  be  made  by  the  depositories 
hereby  constituted  consistently  w'ith  the  other  offi- 
cial duties  imposed  upon  them. 

Sec.  7 .And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  (he  trea- 
surer of  the  United  States,  the  treasurer  of  the  mint 
of  the  United  Slates,  the  treasurer  of  the  branch 
mint  at  New  Orleans,  and  the  receivers  general  of 
public  money  herein  before  directed  to  be  appoint- 
ed shall,  respectively,  give  bonds  to  the  United 
States  in  such  form,  and  for  such  amounts,  as  shall 
be  directed  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  president,  with 
sureties  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  solicitor  of  the 
treasury,  and  shall  from  time  to  time,  renew, 
strengthen  and  increase  their  official  bonds,  as  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  with  the  consent  of  the 
president  may  direct;  any  law  in  reference  to  any 
of  the  official  bonds  of  any  of  the  said  officers  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasuiy,  at  as 
early  a day  as  possible  after  the  passage  of  this  act 
to  require  from  the  several  depositories  hereby  con- 
stituted and  whose  official  bonds  are  not  herein  be- 
fore provided  for,  to  execute  bonds  new  and  suitable 


in  their  terms  to  meet  the  new  and  increased  duties 
imposed  upon  them  respectively  by  this  act,  and 
with  sureties  and  in  sums  such  as  shall  seem  rea- 
sonable and  safe  to  the  solicitor  of  the  treasury  and 
from  time  to  time  to  require  such  bonds  to  be  renew- 
ed and  increased  in  amount  and  strengthened  by  new 
sureties,  to  meet  any  increasing  responsibility  which, 
may  grow  out  of  accumulations  of  inonpy  in  the 
hands  of  the  depository,  or  out  of  any  other  duty  or 
responsibility  arising  under  this  or  any  other  law  of 
congress. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  collec- 
tors and  receivers  of  public  money  of  every  charac- 
acter  and  discription  within  the  District  of  Columbia 
shall  as  frequently  as  they  may  be  directed  by  the 
secretary  ot  the  treasury  or  the  postmaster  general, 
so  to  do,  pay  over  to  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States 
at  the  treasury  thereof,  all  public  moneys  collected 
by  them,  or  in  their  hands;  that  all  such  collectors 
and  receivers  of  public  moneys  within  the  cities  of 
Philadelphia  and  New  Orleans  shall  upon  the  same 
direction,  pay  over  to  the  treasurers  ot  the  mints  in 
their  respective  cities,  at  the  said  mints,  all  public 
moneys  collected  by  them  or  in  their  hands  and  that 
all  such  collectors  and  receivers  of  public  moneys 
within  the  cities  of  New  York,  Boston,  Charleston, 
and  St.  Louis,  shall,  upon  the  same  direction  pay 
over  to  the  receivers  general  of  public  money  in 
their  respective  cities,  at  their  offices  respectively 
all  the  public  moneys  collected  by  them,  or  in  their 
hands,  to  be  safely  kept  by  the  said  respective  de- 
positories, until  otherwise  disposed  of  according  to 
law,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  secretary 
and  postmaster  general  to  direct  such  payments  by 
the  said  collectors  and  receivers  at  all  the  said  places, 
at  least  as  often  as  once  in  each  week,  and  as  much 
more  frequently  in  all  cases,  as  they  in  their  discre- 
tion may  think  proper. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  trans- 
fer the  moneys  in  the  hands  of  any  depository  here- 
by constituted,  to  the  treasury  of  the  United  States; 
to  the  mint  at  Philadelphia,  to  the  branch  mint  at 
New  Orleans,  or  to  the  offices  of  either  of  the  re- 
ceivers general  of  public  moneys,  by  this  act  direct- 
ed to  be  appointed;  to  be  there  safely  kept,  accord- 
ing to  the  provisions  of  this  act;  and  also  to  transfer 
moneys  in  the  hands  ol  any  one  depository  consti- 
tuted by  this  act  to  any  other  depositary  the  safety  of 
the  public  moneys,  and  the  convenience  of  the  pub- 
lic service  shall  seem  to  him  to  require;  which  au- 
thority to  transfer  the  moneys  belonging  to  the  post 
office  department  is  also  hereby  conferred  upon  the 
postmaster  general  so  far  as  its  exercise  by  him  may 
be  consistent  with  the  provisions  of  the  existing 
laws;  and  every  depository  constituted  by  this  act 
shall  keep  his  account  of  the  money  paid  to  or  depo- 
sited with  him,  belonging  to  the  post  office  depart- 
ment, seperate  and  distinct  from  the  account  kept 
by  him  of  other  public  money  so  paid  or  deposited. 
And  for  the  purpose  of  payments  on  the  public  ac- 
count, it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  treasurer  of  the 
United  States  to  draw  upon  any  of  the  said  deposi- 
tories, as  he  may  think  most  conducive  to  the  public 
interests,  or  to  the  convenience  of  the  public  credi- 
tors, or  both. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  mo- 
neys.in  the  hands,  care  and  custody,  of  any  of  the 
depositaries  constituted  by  this  act,  shall  be  consi- 
dered and  held  as  deposited  to  the  credit  of  the  trea- 
surer of  the  United  Slates,  and  shall  be  at  all  limes, 
subject  to  his  draft,  whether  made  for  transfer  or 
disbursement,  in  the  same  manner  as  though  the  said 
moneys  were  actually  in  the  treasury  of  the  United 
Stales;  and  pacli  depositary  shall  make  returns  to  (he 
treasury  and  post  office  department  of  all  moneys  re- 
ceived and  paid  by  him,  at  such  times,  and  in  such 
form,  as  shall  be  directed  by  the  secretary  of  tile 
treasury,  or  tiie  postmaster  general. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  flic  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
authorised  to  cause  examinations  to  be  made  of  (be 
books,  accounts,  and  money  on  hand  of  t he  several 
depositaries  constituted  by  this  act;  and  for  that  pur- 
pose to  appoint  special  agents,  as  occasion  may  re- 
quire, with  such  compensation  as  he  may  think 
reaonable,  to  be  fixed  and  declared  at  the  time  of 
each  appointment.  The  agents  selected  to  make 
these  examinations  shall  be  instructed  to  examine  as 
well  the  books,  accounts  and  returns,  of  the  officers, 
as  the  money  on  hand,  and  the  mariner  of  its  being 
kepi,  to  the  end  that  uniformity  and  accuracy  in  the 
accounts,  as  well  as  safety  to  the  public  moneys  may 
be  secured  thereby. 

Sjc.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  addi- 
tion to  the  examinations  provided  for  in  the  last  pre- 
ceding section,  and  as  a further  guaid  over  the  pub- 
lic moneys,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  naval  officer 
and  surveyor,  as  a check  upon  the  receiver  general  of 
public  moneys,  or  collector  of  the  customs,  of  their 
respective  districts;  of  each  register  of  a land  office. 
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as  a check  upon  the  receiver  of  his  land  office;  and 
of  the  directors  and  superintendent  of  eacli  mint 
and  branch  mint  when  separate  offices,  as  a check 
upon  the  treasurers,  respectively,  ofthe  said  mints,  or 
the  persons  acting  as  such  at  the  close  of  each  quar- 
ter of  the  year;  and  as  much  more  frequently  as 
they  shall  be  directed  by  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury, to  do  so,  to  examine  the  books,  accounts,  re- 
turns, and  money  on  hand,  of  the  receivers  general 
of  public  money,  collectors,  receivers  of  land  offices, 
treasurers,  and  persons  acting  as  such  and  to  make 
a full,  accurate,  and  faithful,  return  to  the  treasury 
department  of  their  condition. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  the  said 
officers  respectively  whose  duty  it  is  made  by  this 
act  to  receive,  keep  and  disburse,  the  public  mo- 
neys, as  the  fiscal  agents  ofthe  government,  may  be 
allowed  any  necessary  additional  expenses  for  clerks, 
fire  proof  chests,  or  vanls,  or  other  necessary  ex- 
penses of  safe  keeping,  transferring  and  disbursing 
said  moneys;  all  such  expenses  of  every  character 
to  be  first  expressly  authorised  by  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury,  whose  directions  upon  all  the  above 
subjects,  by  way  of  regulation  and  otherwise  so  far 
as  authorised  by  law,  are  to  be  strictly  followed  by 
all  the  said  officers:  Provided,  that  the  whole  num- 
ber of  clerks  to  be  appointed  by  virtue  of  this  sec- 
tion of  this  act  shall  not  exceed  ten,  and  that  the 
aggregate  compensation  of  the  whole  number  shall 
not  exceed  eight  thousand  dollars,  nor  shall  the  com- 
pensation of  any  one  clerk,  so  appointed,  exceed 
eight  hundred  dollars  per  annum. 

Sec.  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury  shall,  with  as  much  prompti- 
tude as  the  convenience  of  the  public  business,  and 
the  safety  of  the  public  funds  will  permit,  withdraw 
the  balances  remaining  with  the  present  deposita- 
ries of  the  public  moneys,  and  confine  the  safe  keep- 
ing, transfer  and  disbursement  of  those  moneys  to  the 
depositaries  established  by  this  act. 

Sec.  16.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  mar- 
shals, district  attorneys,  and  others,  having  public 
money  to  pay  the  United  States,  and  all  patentees, 
wishing  to  make  payment  for  patents  to  be  issued, 
may  pay  all  such  moneys  to  the  treasurer  of  the 
United  States,  at  the  treasury,  to  the  treasurer  of 
either  of  the  mints,  in  Philadelphia  or  New  Orleans, 
to  either  of  the  receivers  general  of  public  money, 
or  to  each  other  depositary  constituted  by  this  act  as 
shall  be  designated  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
in  other  parts  of  the  United  States,  to  receive  such 
payments,  and  give  receipts  or  certificates  of  deposite 
therefor. 

Sec.  17.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  offi- 
cers charged  by  this  act  with  the  safe  keeping,  ti  ans- 
fer  and  disbursement  of  the  public  moneys,  others 
than  those  connected  with  the  post  office  department, 
are  hereby  required  to  keep  an  accurate  entry  of 
each  sum  received,  and  of  the  kind  of  money  in 
which  it  is  received,  and  of  each  payment  or  trans- 
fer, and  of  the  kind  of  currency,  in  which  it  is  made; 
and  that  if  any  one  of  the  said  officers  or  of  those 
connected  with  the  post  office  department,  shall  con- 
vert to  his  own  use,  in  any  way  whatever,  or  shall 
use  by  w'ay  of  investment  in  any  kind  of  property  or 
merchandise,  or  shall  loan,  with  or  without  interest, 
any  portion  of  the  public  moneys,  intrusted  to  him 
for  safe  keeping,  disbursement,  transfer,  or  for  any 
other  purpose,  every  such  act  shall  be  deemed  and 
adjudged  to  be  an  embezzlement  of  so  much  of  the 
said  moneys  as  shall  be  thus  taken,  converted,  in- 
vested, used,  or  loaned,  which  is  hereby  declared  to 
be  a felony,  and  any  other  officer,  or  agent  of  the 
United  States,  and- all  persons  advising  or  partici- 
pating in  such  act  being  convicted  thereof  before 
any  court  of  the  United  States  of  competent  juris- 
diction, shall  be  sentenced  to  imprisonment  for  a term 
of  not  less  than  six  months  nor  more  than  five  years 
and  to  a fine  equal  to  the  amount  of  the  money  em- 
bezzled. 

Sec.  IS.  And  be  it  further  enacted , That  until  the 
room,  offices,  vaults  and  safes,  directed  by  the  first 
four  sections  of  this  act  to  be  constructed  and  pre- 
pared for  the  use  of  the  treasurer  of  the  United 
States,  the  treasurer  of  the  mints  at  Philadelphia 
and  New  Orleans,  and  the  receivers  general  of  the 
public  money  at  New  York,  Boston,  Charleston, 
arid  St.  Louis,  can  be  constructed  and  prepared  for 
use,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  secretary  ofthe  trea- 
sury to  procure  suitable  room  for  officers  at  their 
respective  locations;  and  to  contract  for  such  use  of 
vaults  and  safes  as  may  be  required  for  the  safe  keep- 
ing of  the  public  moneys  in  the  charge  and  custody 
of  those  officers  respectively,  the  expense  to  be  paid 
by  the  United  States. 

Sec.  19'.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  ,from  and 
after  the  30th  day  of  June  which  will  be  in  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty,  ttie  resolu- 
tion of  congress  of  the  thirteenth  day  of  April,  in 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen,  so 
far  as  it  authorises  the  receipt  in  payment  of  duties, 


taxes,  sales  of  public  lands,  debts  and  sums  of  mo- 
ney, accruing  or  becoming  payable  to  the  United 
States,  to  be  collected,  and  paid  in  notes  of  specie- 
paying  banks,  shall  be  so  modified  as  that  one-fourth 
part  of  all  such  duties,  taxes,  sales  of  public  lands, 
debts,  and  sums  of  money  accruing  or  becoming 
due  to  the  United  States,  shall  be  collected  in  the 
currency  of  the  United  States;  and  from  and  after 
the  thirtieth  day  of  June,  which  will  be  in  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-one  one  other- 
fourth  part  of  all  such  duties,  taxes,  sales  of  public 
lands,  debts,  and  sums  of  money  shall  be  so  collect- 
ed, and  that  from  and  after  the  thirteenth  day  of 
June,  which  will  be  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  forty-two  one  other  fourth  part  of  all 
such  duties,  taxes,  sales  of  public  lands,  debts,  and 
sums  of  money  shall  be  so  collected;  and  that  from 
and  after  the  thirteenth  day  of  June,  which  will  be  in 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-three, 
the  remaining  fourth  part  of  the  said  duties,  taxes, 
sales  of  public  lands,  debts  and  sums  of  money, 
shall  be  also  collected  in  the  legal  currency  of  the 
United  States;  and  from  and  after  the  last  mentioned 
day,  all  sums  accruing,  or  becoming  payable  to  the 
United  States,  foi  duties,  taxes,  sales  of  public  lands, 
or  other  debts,  and  also  all  sums  due  for  postages, 
or  otherwise,  to  the  general  post  office  department; 
shall  be  paid  in  gold  and  silver  only. 

Sec.  20.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  from  and 
after  the  thirtieth  day  of  June,  which  will  be  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-three, 

’ every  officer  or  agent  engaged  in  making  disburse- 
ments on  account  of  the  United  States,  or  of  the 
general  post  office,  shall  make  all  payments  in  gold 
and  silver  coin  only;  and  any  receiving  or  disburs- 
ing officer,  or  agent,  who  shall  neglect,  evade,  or 
violate  the  provisions  of  this  and  the  last  preceding 
section  of  this  act,  shall,  by  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  be  immediately  reported  to  the  president 
ofthe  United  States,  w-ith  the  facts  of  such  neglect, 
evasion,  or  violation  and  also  to  congress,  if  in  ses- 
sion, and  if  not  in  session,  at  the  commencement  of 
the  next  session  after  such  violation. 

Sec.  21.  And  be  it  further  enacted..  That  no  ex- 
change of  funds  shall  be  made  by  any  disbursing  of- 
ficers, or  agents,  ofthe  government,  of  any  grade  or 
denomination  whatsoever,  or  connected  with  any 
branch  of  the  public  service,  other  than  an  exchange 
for  gold  and  silver;  and  every  such  disbursing  offi- 
cer, when  the  means  for  his  disbursements  are  fur- 
nished to  him  in  currency  legally  receivable  under 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  make  his  payments 
in  the  currency  so  furnished,  or  when  those  means 
are  furnished  to  him  in  drafts,  shall  cause  those 
drafts  to  be  presented  at  their  place  of  payment  and 
properly  paid  according  to  the  law,  ai  d shall  make 
itis  payments  in  the  currency  so  received  for  the 
drafts  furnished,  unless,  in  either  case,  he  can  ex- 
change the  means  in  his  hands  for  gold  and  silver  at 
par,  and  so  as  to  facilitate  his  payments,  or  other- 
wise accommodate  the  public  service  and  promote 
the  circulation  of  a metallic  currency:  And  it  shall 
be,  and  is  hereby  made,  the  duty  of  the  head  of  the 
proper  department  immediately  to  suspend  from 
duty  any  disbursing  officer  who  shall  violate  the 
provisions  of  this  section,  and  forthwith  to  report 
the  name  of  the  officer,  or  agent,  to  the  president, 
with  the  fact  of  the  violation  and  all  the  circum- 
stances accompanying  the  same  and  within  the 
knowledge  of  the  said  secretary,  to  the  end  that 
such  officer,  or  agent,  may  be  promptly  removed 
from  office,  or  restored  to  his  trust  and  the  perform- 
ance of  his  duties,  as  to  the  president  may  seem 
just  and  proper. 

Sec.  22.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
not  be  lawful  for  the  secretary  of  I he  treasury  to 
make  or  continue  in  force,  any  general  older,  which 
shall  create  any  difference  between  the  different 
branches  of  revenue,  as  to  the  funds  or  medium  of 
payment  in  which  debts  or  dues  according  to  the 
United  States  may  be  paid. 

Sec.  23.  And  be  it  further  enuded,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  ofthe  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  issue 
and  publish  regulations  to  enforce  the  speedy  pre- 
sentation of  all  government  drafts  for  payment  at 
the  place  where  payable,  and  to  prescribe  the  time, 
according  to  the  different  distances  of  the  deposita- 
ries from  the  seat  of  government,  within  which  all 
drafts  upon  them,  respectively,  shall  be  presented 
for  payment;  and,  in  default  of  such  presentation 
to  direct  any  other  mode  and  place  of  payment 
which  he  may  deem  proper.  But  in  all  those  regu- 
lations and  directions,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  to  guard  as  far  as  may  be, 
against  those  drafts  being  used,  or  thrown  into  cir- 
culation, as  a paper  currency  or  medium  of  ex- 
change.. 

Sec.  24.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  re- 
ceivers general  of  public  moneys  be  directed  by  this 
act  to  be  appointed,  shall  receive,  respectively,  the 
following  salaries,  per  annum,  to  be  paid  quarter 


yearly,  at  the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  to  wit: 
the  receiver  general  of  public  money  at  New  York 
shall  be  paid  a salary  of  four  thousand  dollars  per 
annum;  the  receiver  general  of  public  money  at 
Boston  shall  be  paid  a salary  of  two  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars  per  annum;  the  receiver  general  of 
public  money  at  Charleston  shall  be  paid  a salary  of 
two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  per  annum;  and 
the  receiver  general  of  public  money  at  St.  Louis, 
shall  be  paid  a salary  of  two  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars  per  annum;  the  treasurer  ofthe  mint  at  Phila- 
delphia shall  in  addition  to  his  present  salary  receive 
five  hundred  dollars  annually  for  Ihe  performance  of 
the  duties  imposed  by  this  act;  the  treasurer  of  the 
branch  mint  at  New  Orleans  shall  also  receive  one 
thousand  dollars  annually  for  the  additional  duties 
created  by  this  act:  and  these  salaries,  respectively 
shall  be  in  full  for  the  services  of  the  respective  of- 
ficers nor  shall  either  of  them  be  permitted  to  charge 
or  receive  any  commission  pay  or  perquisite,  for 
any  official  service  of  any  character  or  description 
whatsoever;  and  the  making  of  any  such  charge 
or  the  receipt  of  any  such  compensation,  is 
hereby  declared  a misdemeanor,  for  which  the 
officer  convicted  thereof  before  any  court  of  the 
United  States  of  competent  jurisdiction  shall  be 
subject  to  punishment  by  fine,  or  imprisonment  or 
both  at  the  discretion  of  the  court  before  which  the 
offence  shall  be  tried. 

Sec.  25.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  trea- 
surer of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby  au- 
thorsed  to  receive  at  the  treasury,  and  at  such  other 
points  as  he  may  designate,  payments  in  advance 
for  public  lands,  the  payment  so  made  in  all  cases 
to  be  evidence  by  the  receipt  of  the  said  treasurer 
of  the  United  States;  which  receipts  so  given  shall 
be  receivable  for  public  lands  at  any  public  or  pri- 
vate sale  of  lands  in  the  same  manner  as  . the  cur- 
rency authorised  by  law  to  .be  received  in  payment 
for  the  public  lands.  Provided  however,  That  the 
receipts  given  by  the  treasurer  ofthe  United  States, 
pursuant  to  the  authority  conferred  in  the  section; 
shall  not  be  negotiable  or  transferable  by  delivery, 
or  assignment  or  in  any  other  manner  whatsoever 
but  shall  in  all  cases  be  presented  in  payment  for 
lands  by  or  for  the  person  to  whom  the'  receipt  was 
given  as  shown  upon  its  face. 

Sec.  26.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  for  the 
purchase  of  sites,  and  for  the  construction  of  the 
officers  of  the  receivers  generals  of  public  money 
by  this  act' directed  to  be  erected  at  Charleston, 
South  Carolina,  and  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  there  shall 
be,  and  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of 
any  money  in  the  treasury  not  otherwise  appropri- 
ated, the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
who  is  hereby  required  to  adopt  plans  for  the  said 
offices,  and  the  vaults  and  safes  connected  there- 
with, and  to  cause  the  same  to  be  constructed  and 
prepared  for  use  with  as  little  delay  as  shall  be  con- 
sistent with  the  public  interests,  and  the  convenient 
location  and  security  of  the  buildings  to  be  erected, 
provided,  however.  That  if  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury shall  find,  upon  inquiry  and  examination,  that 
suitable  rooms  for  the  use  of  the  receiver  general  at 
Charleston  can  be  obtained  in  the  custom  house 
now  owned  by  the  United  States  at  that  place,  and 
that  secure  vaults  and  safes  can  be  constructed  in 
that  building  for  the  sale  keeping  of  the  public  mo- 
ney, then  he  shall  cause  such  rooms  to  be  prepared 
and  fitted  up,  and  such  vaults  and  safes  to  be  con- 
structed in  the  custom  house  at  Charleston,  and  no 
independent  office  shall  be  there  erected. 

Sec.  27.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  for  the 
payment  of  the  expenses  authorised  by  this  act, 
other  than  those  herein  before  provided  for,  a suffi- 
cient sum  of  money  lie,  and  Ihe  same  is  hereby  ap- 
propriated, to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  trea- 
sury not  otherwise  appropriated- 

Sec.  28.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  acts 
or  part  of  acts  which  come  in  conflict  with  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  re- 
pealed. 

TWENTY-SIXTH  CONGRESS— 1st  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

February  6.  The  vice  president  communicated  to 
the  senate,  from  the  Indian  department,  a report,  in 
compliance  with  a resolution  of  the  30th  Decem- 
ber last,  containing  information  relating  to  the  Port- 
land and  Louisville  canal  company.  This  report 
was  referred  to  the  committee  on  loads  and  canals. 

Also,  from  the  war  department,  covering  fifty  co- 
pies ofthe  Army  Register  for  the  year  1840. 

The  following  memerials  and  petitions  were  pre- 
sented: 

By  Mr.  Pierce,  from  colonel  Many  and  other 
officers  of  the  3d  regiment  of  infantry,  praying  that 
the  officers  ofthe  line  of  the  army  may  be  placed 
upon  the  same  footing,  in  point  of  pay,  with  the 
officers  ofthe  several  staff  corps. 
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By  Mr.  Nicholas,  from  masters  of  steamboats, 
asking  the  establishing  of  a light  house  between 
Mobile  and  New  Orleans. 

By  Mr.  Phelps,  from  John  S.  Morton,  asking 
relief  from  liability  of  surety  given  for  a certain 
paymaster  in  thev  army. 

By  Mr.  Benton,  a table,  showing  the  state  of 
the  public  debt,  the  receipts  for  customs  and  the 
public  lands. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  committee  on  finance,  ask- 
ed to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
of  the  report  of  t lie  secretary  of  the  treasury  in  re- 
lation to  the  execution  of  the  13th  and  14th  sections 
of  the  act  to  regulate  the  deposites  of  the  public 
money;  and  that  it  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Also;  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consider- 
ation of  the  memorial  of  the  legislative  council  of 
Wisconsin,  asking  an  appropriation  for  the  erection 
of  a penitentiary;  and  that  it  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Linn  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  requested  to 
send  to  the  senate  his  opinion  of  the  expediency  of 
establishing  a line  of  military  posts  at  suitable  places 
and  distances  from  the  Missouri  river,  near  the  mouth 
of  the  Platte,  into  the  passess  of  the  Rocky  Mountains 
most  usually  traversed  to  descend  into  the  valley  of  the 
Oregon  or  Columbia  river;  the  effects  of  such  a mea- 
sure in  giving  encouragement  and  protection  to  the 
American  fur  trader;  facilitating  intercourse  between 
the  vallcyuflhe  Mississippi  and  the  great  western  ocean; 
aiding  and  protecting  trading  caravans;  overawing  and 
holding  in  check  various  Indian  tribes  in  front  and  rear 
of  such  posts;  the  number  and  kind  of  force  necessary 
for  such  service;  the  probable  cost  of  keeping  up  said 
posts;  and  whether  it  would  he  necessary  to  increase 
the  military  force  of  the  United  States  to  accomplish 
these  objects. 

Mr.  Linn  submitted  the  following  motion,  which 
was  considered  and  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  pensions  be  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  amending  the 
pensions  laws  as  to  authorise  the  commissioner  of  pen- 
sions to  pay  to  the  administrator  or  administrators  on 
the  estate  of  a pensioner,  where  the  widow  is  dead,  the 
amount  coming  to  the  children  of  the  deceased,  but,  at 
the  same  time,  not  to  make  this  fund  liable  for  the  debts 
of  the  deceased. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  moved  to  take  up  the  re- 
solution submitted  by  him  yesterday,  calling  on  the 
committee  on  public  lands  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  establishing  a higher  minimum  price 
for  the  lands  in  the  Miami  Reserve. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  moved  to  amend  the  reso- 
lution, which  having  been  acceded  to — 

A debate  then  arose,  in  which  Messrs.  While, 
Smith,  ofludiana,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Benton,  Walk- 
er, King  and  others,  participated. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  While,  the  question  was  taken 
by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative, 
as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Betts,  Brown,  Clay,  of  Ala. 
Clayton,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  King, 
Kniuht,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Norvell, 
Phelps,  Premiss,  Roane,  Sevier.  Smith,  of  Con.  Smith, 
of  Indiana.  Spence.  Strange,  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walk- 
er, Wall,  Wright,  Young — 30. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Benton,  Henderson,  Robinson, 
Ruggles,  White — 5. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wall,  the  general  orders  were 
postponed  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  bill  to 
amend  “an  act  to  provide  fortakihg  the  6th  census 
or  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United 
States,  approved  March  3,  IS39. 

Mr.  Wall  having  explained  the  bill,  it  was  amend- 
ed and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

Mr.  Preston  moved  to  takg  up  the  resolution  sub- 
mitted by  him  yesterday,  calling  on  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  for  information  whether  the  estimates 
in  his  annual  report  included  any  sum  for  the  fur- 
ther continuation  of  the  Cumberland  road. 

On  this  resolution  there  was  considerable  debate, 
by  Messrs.  Smith,  of  Ind.  White,  Robinson,  Crit- 
tenden, Brown,  Norvell,  Wright  and  Preston. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  of  Ala.  the  motion  to 
take  up  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table  by  yeas 
and  nays — yeas  25,  nays  15. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

February  7.  Mr.  Norvell  presented  the  creden- 
tials of  Mr.  Augustus  S.  Porter,  senator  from  Michi- 
gan, who  was  duly  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

The  vice  president  communicated  to  the  senate 
a message  from  the  president  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Wright  presented  a memorial  from  Messrs. 
Quackenboss,  Birdsall  and  Charles  L.  Livingston, 
sureties  of  Samuel  Swartwont,  late  collector  of 
N.  York,  asking  for  an  act  to  authorise  a compromise 
with  the  government  of  claims  against  them. 

Mr.  Buchanan  presented  the  petition  of  numer- 
ous citizens  of  the  United  States,  asking  that  a 
duty  be  imposed  on  foreign  silk. 

Mr.  Fulton,  from  the  committee  on  public  lands, 
reported  a bill  to  establish  a seminary  of  learning 
in  the  territory  of  Iowa. 


Mr.  Tappan  introduced  a bill  to  regulate  the  is- 
sue and  circulation  of  bank  paper  in  tlie  District  ol 
Columbia. 

The  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Preston,  calling 
on  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  for  information  in 
respect  to  the  Cumberland  road,  came  up  in  its 
order. 

Mr.  Young  offered  the  following  substitute  for 
that  originally  offered  by  Mr.  Preston: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  be  requested  to  commu- 
nicate to  the  senate  whether,  in  the  general  report  of 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  made  at  lhe  commence- 
ment of  the  present  session  of  congress,  and  the  esti- 
mates therein  contained  of  expenditures  proposed,  he 
has  included  any  appropriation  for  the  construction 
and  continuatioh  of  the  Cumberland  road;  [and  if  not, 
whether  the  omission  was  unintentional  or  designed  by 
him  or  the  secretary  of  war.] 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  moved  to  lay  the  whole 
subject  on  the  table;  on  which  question  there  was 
a tie.  Yeas,  20 — nays,  20. 

The  vice  president  voted  in  the  negative.  So  the 
motion  to  lay  on  the  table  did  not  prevail. 

Mr.  King  said,  as  he  had  perceived  something  ol 
the  kind  would  pass,  though  unusual,  uncalled  for, 
and  unnecessary,  he  moved  to  strike  out  the  latter 
part  of  the  substitute  which  made  inquiry  as  to  the 
intention  of  the  president  and  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury. 

Mr.  Walker  proposed  a substitute  for  the  substi- 
tute. Mr.  W’s  substitute  making  the  call  directly 
on  the  secretary  of  war. 

Mr.  Tappan  moved  the  indefinite  postponement 
of  the  subject,  on  which  question  the  yeas  and 
nays  were — yeas,  22 — nays,  22. 

The  vice-president  voted  in  the  negative.  So  the 
motion  to  postpone  did  not  prevail. 

Mr.  King's  motion  (Mr.  Walker's  not  being  in 
order)  to  strike  out  the  latter  part  of  the  substitute, 
was  then  carried  in  the  affirmative — yeas,  31 — 
nays,  12. 

The  substitute,  as  amended,  was  now  agreed  to 

Mr.  Crittenden  said  the  resolution  was  now  a 
mere  call  on  the  president,  asking  him  to  explain 
the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  which  he 
thought  rather  loo  embarrassing  a subject  for  the 
president;  and  Mr.  C.  would  therefore  vote  against 
the  resolution. 

Mr.  Webster  made  a few  remarks,  nearly  to  the 
same  effect. 

The  resolution,  as  amended  by  the  substitute, 
was  now  rejected  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Fulton,  Robinson,  Wright,  Young 
—4. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Betts,  Brown,  Bu- 
chanan, Calhoun,  Clay,  (of  Alabama),  Clayton,  Crit- 
tenden, Cuthbert,  Davis,  Dixon,  Henderson,  Hubbard, 
King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Merrick,  Mouton,  Nicholas, 
Norvell,  Phelps.  Pierce  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston, 
Roane,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Smith,  (ofConnecticut).  Smith, 
(of  Indiana),  Sturgeon,  Strange,  Tappan,  Walker, 
VVaJl,  Webster,  White,  Williams — 39. 

The  senate  then  adjourned  till  Monday. 

February  10.  The  vice  president  communicated 
to  the  senate  a report  from  the  secretary  of  war, 
showing  the  number  of  clerks  employed,  and  sala- 
ries received,  in  that  department. 

Also,  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  showing 
an  account  of  miscellaneous  claims. 

Also,  from  the  secretary  of  war,  showing  contracts 
made  by  the  department  for  1839. 

Also,  from  the  war  department,  in  compliance 
with  a resolution,  containing  a report  from  the  com- 
missioner to  investigate  claims  against  the  Miami 
Indians  for  the  year  1839. 

Also,  from  the  treasury  department,  in  compli- 
ance with  a resolution  of  3d  of  January  showing  the 
estimated  duties  on  salt  bounties  and  allowances  for 
the  years  18-10,  1841,  1842  and  1843. 

The  following  memorials  and  petitions,  were  pre- 
sented and  referred: 

By  Mr.  Robinson  from  citizens  of  Illinois,  in 
relation  to  the  completion  of  the  road  from  New' 
Albany,  Indiana,  to  Mount  Carmel,  in  Illinois. 

By  Mr.  Walker,  from  the  executive  of  Missis- 
sippi, submitting  a report  from  the  slate  engineer, 
containing  a survey  of  the  coast  of  Mississippi. 

By  Mr.  Wall,  from  Jas.  Brown  and  thirty-nine 
others,  in  relation  to  the  culture  of  silk. 

By  Mr.  Tallmadge,  from  citizens  of  Philadelphia, 
asking  that  a duty  be  imposed  on  foreign  silk. 

By  Mr.  Sturgeon,  three  memorials  in  relation  to 
the  culture  of  silk. 

By  Mr.  Linn,  from  citizens  of  Kentucky,  asking 
that  military  posts  be  established  in  the  Oregon 
territory,  so  as  to  protect  the  trade  of  the  valley  ol 
the  Mississippi  in  that  quarter. 

Mr.  Benton  submitted  some  resolutions  introduc- 
ed by  him  in  1S31,  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table,  and  be  printed. 

By  Mr.  Sevier,  from  citizens  of  Iowa,  asking  (he 
extinguishment  of  an  Indian  title. 


By  Mr.  Buchanan,  from  certain  half-breed  In- 
dians, asking  a division  of  the  tract  authorised  by 
treaty  at  Prairie  du  Chien, on  the  shore  of  Lake 
Pepin. 

Air.  Smith  of  Indiana,  from  the  committee  on 
roads  and  canals,  to  which  the  subject  had  been  re- 
ferred by  a resolution  of  the  senate,  reported  a bill 
making  an  appropriation,  payable  by  instalments, 
of  a sum  sufficient  to  complete  the  Cumberland 
road  in  the  states  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois  and 
Missouri,  and  transferring  the  road  to  those  states 
under  certain  restrictions.  The  bill  was  accompa- 
nied by  an  elaborate  report. 

One  thousand  extra  copies  of  the  report  were  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Air.  Linn  submitted  a document  which  had  been 
before  the  select  committee  on  the  territory  of  Ore- 
gon, compiled  by  Mr.  Greenhow,  a clerk  in  the  slate 
department.  Mr.  L.  said  he  would  not  be  under- 
stood as  submitting  the  paper  on  the  authority  of 
the  department.  He  had  heard  of  such  a paper, 
and  was  favored  with  a copy;  and  he  must  say  that 
it  was  one  of  the  most  useful  papers  on  the  sub- 
ject, it  treated  that  could  be  w’ell  conceived.  It 
contained  a condensed  history  of  all  the  facts  re- 
lating to  that  interesting  portion  of  the  country 
from  its  first  discovery,  and  would  give  the  com- 
mittee great  aid  in  its  researches.  Mr.  L.  said 
he  could  not  very  well  ask  for  the  printing  of  more 
than  the  usual  number,  as  he  had  been  so  often  gra- 
tified in  that  respect  before;  but  the  document,  he 
would  undertake  to  affirm,  was  worth  all  that  had 
been  hitherto  published. 

Mr.  Preston  moved  the  printing  of  2,50(1  copies; 
which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  special  order,  being  the  report  of  the  select 
committee  on  Mr.  Benton's  resolutions  in  regard  to 
the  debts  of  the  states,  coming  up,  Mr.  Grundy  mov- 
ed that,  when  the  question  was  taken,  it  should  be 
taken  separately  on  the  different  branches  of  the 
resolutions;  and  on  that  he  would  ask  the  ayes  and 
nays. 

Air.  Prentiss  moved  to  strike  out  the  words  “di- 
rectly or  indirectly,”  in  the  first  resolution. 

Air.  Crittenden  said  he  had  prepared  resolutions, 
which  he  intended  to  move  as  a substitute  for  the 
resolutions  of  the  report;  if,  therefore,  his  honora- 
ble friend  from  Vermont  (Mr.  Prentiss)  would  in- 
dulge him  by  withdrawing  his  amendment,  he  would 
move  to  strike  out  the  resolutions  of  the  report,  and 
insert  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  debts  of  the  several  states,  so  far 
as  they  are  known  to  the  senate,  have  been  contract- 
ed in  the  exercise  of  the  undoubted  light  and  constiiu- 
tional  power  of  said  states  respectively;  and  that  there 
is  no  ground  to  warrant  any  doubt  of  the  ability  or  dis- 
position of  those  states  to  fulfil  their  contracts. 

Resolved,  That  it  would  be  just  and  proper  to  distri- 
bute the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  among 
the  several  states,  in  fair  and  ratable  proportions;  and 
that  the  condition  of  such  of  the  states  as  have  con- 
tracted debts  is  such,  at  the  present  moment  of  pressure 
and  difficulty,  as  to  render  such  distribution  especially 
expedient  and  important. 

Mr.  Prentiss  withdrew  his  amendment- 

Air.  Alien  moved  that  (he  resolution  be  printed; 
which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

When,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sevier,  the  senate  went' 
into  an  executive  session. 

And  then  adjourned- 

February  11.  The  vice  president  communicated 
to  the  seriate  a report  from  the  secretary  of  war, 
showing  the  expenditures  of  the  national  armories. 

Air.  Buchanan  presented  four  memorials  from  ci- 
tizens of  Pennsylvania,  asking  a moderate  duty  to 
be  imposed  on  silk. 

Also,  from  several  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  re- 
monstrating  against  the  use  of  bloodhounds  by  (he 
government  in  the  war  with  the  Florida  Indians. 
He  moved  their  reference  to  the  committee  on  mi- 
litary affairs. 

Air.  Benton  desired  that  the  petitions  might  be 
read.  Pie  did  not  conceive  it  necessary  to  have 
them  referred  to  the  committee  on  military  affairs, 
as  there  was  no  such  thing  done  by  the  government. 
If  their  sympathies  induced  them  to  make  this  re- 
monstrance, it  was  misdirected,  and  he  was  un- 
willing to  entertain  the  proposition  that  bloodhounds 
were  employed  with  t lie  knowledge  of  the  govern- 
ment. He  presumed  they  were  signed,  like  another 
class  of  petitions',  by  women  and  children. 

Air.  Buchanan  said  he  had  presented  these  me- 
morials, and  asked  their  reference  to  the  committee 
on  military  affairs,  in  order  that  the  true  state  of  the 
fact  might  be  presented,  by  their  report  to  the  se- 
nate and  the  country.  He  could  tell  his  friend 
from  Missouri  that  these  memorials  were  signed 
by  a great  number  of  highly  respectable  and  well 
informed  c itizens.  There  weye  no  women  or  chil- 
dren among  these  memorialists.  It  is  true  he  might 
have  answered  them  himself,  and  assured  them 
that  these  bloodhounds  had  been  imported  into  Flo- 
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rida  by  the  civil  authorities  of  that  territory,  with- 
out the  knowledge  of  the  war  department;  but  he 
had  deemed  it  the  better  course  to  have  a report 
from  the  committee  on  military  affairs.  A few  lines 
from  that  committee  would  place  the  whole  subject 
in  its  true  light  before  the  people,  and  disabuse  the 
public  mind,  which  had  been  excited  by  feelings  of 
humanity  highly  creditable  to  our  nature. 

M.  Benton  said  he  perfectly  agreed  with  the  se- 
nator that  they  were  signed  by  good  men,  but  that 
they  were  “'well  iuformed,”  he  could  never  admit; 
at  least,  so  far  as  this  question  was  concerned,  he 
conceived  them  the  worst  informed.  This  matter 
was  only  asserted  by  the  opposition  newspapers, 
and  it  ought  to  have  been  known  that  the  govern- 
ment has  expressly  repudiated  the  employment  of 
bloodhounds  in  the  war. 

Mr.  Preston  had  heard  with  surprise  and  with 
great  gratification  that  the  government  had  not  been 
instrumental  in  the  introduction  of  bloodhounds  into 
Florida  to  hunt  the  Indians.  He  happened  to  know 
the  gentleman  who  had  brought  these  dogs,  and 
he  would  not  have  come  without  some  authority, 
though  he  knew  not  at  the  time  to  what  extent  the 
government  might  have  been  implicated.  The  gen- 
tlemen, however,  had  not  satisfied  him  so  distinctly 
on  another  head;  and  that  was,  whether  they  were 
to  be  permitted  to  be  used  now  that  they  were  here. 
He  would  express  no  opinion,  but  he  threw  out  the 
suggestion  whether  it  would  not  be  proper  to  have 
a report  from  the  committee  on  military  affairs,  or 
an  official  report  from  the  war  department,  simply 
stating  the  fact  that  it  was  wholly  unauthorised  by 
the  government. 

Mr.  Benton  then  read  from  some  memorials  of  the 
society  of  Friends,  asking  that  peaceable  measures 
might  be  tried  with  those  Indians.  He  professed 
great  respect  for  the  society  of  Friends  and  .their 
philanthropic  views,  but  they  were  not  informed 
of  the  many  attempts  made  by  the  government  at 
pacific  overtures,  which  had  only  been  repaid  with 
treachery  and  blood.  He  went  into  a statement  of 
the  perfidious  butchery  of  col.  Harney’s  men  at  a 
time  when  the  government  and  their  troops  were 
doing  all  in  their  power  to  cultivate  the  most  friend- 
ly relations.  If  the  senate  thought  the  subject 
ought  to  go  to  the  committee  on  military  affairs,  so 
be  it,  but  he  did  not  think  it  proper  to  tolerate  for  a 
single  moment  the  imputations  which  had  been 
cast  on  the  government. 

Mr.  Lumpkin  said  that  the  longer  he  lived,  the 
more  he  was  opposed  to  wars  and  fighting;  but  al- 
though he  would  not  as  a public  man  nor  as  an  in- 
dividual, have  introduced  these  animals  for  the 
purpose  of  hunting  these  wild  savages,  yet  he  felt 
in  his  conscience  that  the  people  of  Florida  had  a 
justification  in  their  use.  They  had  been  butcher- 
ed in  cold  blood  by  bands  of  these  assassins  at  the 
dead  of  night,  their  houses  burnt,  and  other  pro- 
perty destroyed.  This  was  not  the  first  time  in 
the  history  of  the  country  that  bloodhounds  were 
resorted  to  for  the  purpose  of  hunting  the  savage 
foe  to  its  lair.  He  would  pledge  himself  to  show 
on  the  statute  books  of  some  of  the  states,  that 
encouragement  was  held  out  for  the  rearing  of 
bloodhounds  as  a means  of  defence  against  savages. 

The  memorials  were  referred  to  the  committee 
on  military  affairs. 

Mr.  King,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary, 
reported  a bill  to  authorise  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  to  refund  the  duties  collected  on  the  French 
ship  Alexandre. 

Mr.  Preston,  from  the  committee  on  the  library, 
reported  a bill  to  regulate  duties  upon  productions 
of  the  fine  arts. 

Mr.  Clay , of  Ala.  from  the  committee  on  public 
lands,  reported  a bill  to  authorise  the  legislature  of 
Louisiana  to  sell  the  lands  heretofore  appropriated 
for  schools  within  that  state. 

The  resolution  introduced  by  Mr.  Linn,  a day  or 
two  since,  calling  on  the  secretary  of  war  for  infor- 
mation in  relation  to  the  number  of  military  posts 
required  for  the  protection  of  the  trade  of  Oregon, 
was  taken  up  and  adopted. 

Mr.  Tappan  moved  that  a bill  introduced  by  him 
some  days  since,  to  regulate  the  issues  of  bank 
notes  within  the  District  of  Columbia,  be  laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Merrick  contended  that  the  bill  should  be  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  for  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, and  had,  in  fact,  made  that  motion  when  the 
bill  was  first  introduced  on  leave,  but,  from  some 
cause  unknown  to  him,  no  question  had  been  taken 
on  it  at  the  time.  The  bill,  by  taking  its  ordinary 
course,  (viz:  reference  to  the  committee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia),  could  be  acted  on  as  early  or 
indeed  earlier  than  by  any  other  mode. 

Mr.  Tappan  objected  to  its  reference  to  the  com- 
mittee for  the  District  of  Columbia.  He  had  no  in- 
tention in  the  first  instance  to  move  its  reference  to 
that  committee.  The  judiciary  committee  was  the 


proper  one,  in  his  opinion;  and  as  that  committee 
had  already  reported  a bill  on  the  same  subject,  he 
conceived  it  perfectly  proper  to  let  this  lie  on  the 
table  until  it  was  taken  up  by  the  person  introduc- 
ing it.  * 

The  bill  was  then  laid  on  the  table. 

The  special  order  having  been  taken  up,  being 
the  assumption  of  state  debts,  Mr.  Allen  rose  anc. 
addressed  the  senate  at  great  length  against  the 
substitute  offered  by  the  senator  from  Kentucky, 
(Mr.  Crittenden,)  when. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Phelps,  the  senate  adjourned. 

February  12.  The  following  memorials  were 
presented  and  referred: 

By  Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  from  : a commissioner 
of  Iowa,  asking  to  be  paid  for  his  services  in  a sur- 
vey of  the  line  between  Iowa  and  Missouri. 

By  Mr.  Young,  Document  No.  12,  in  relation  to 
the  Mormon  dispute. 

Mr.  Linn  moved  to  take  up  all  the  papers  relating 
to  the  Mormons,  which  had  been  laid  on  the  table 
at  a prior  day,  with  a view  to  refer  them  to  the 
committee  on  the  judiciary. 

Mr.  Linn  asked  to  have  the  document  obtained 
from  the  department  of  state,  in  relation  to  the  ter- 
ritory of  Oregon,  printed  under  the  superintendence 
of  the  author,  Mr.  Greenhow,  and  that  the  whole 
be  under  the  general  supervision  of  the  committee. 

By  Mr;.  Walker , a memorial  from  certain  citi- 
zens of  Florida,  asking  a division  of  that  territory. 
Also,  one  for  admission  into  the  union. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  had  presented  the  memorial  some 
time  ago,  and  expressed  his  desire  at  that  period  to 
have  it  referred  to  a select  committee.  At  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  senator  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Calhoun),  he  had,  however,  suffered  it  to  be  defer- 
red until  a more  appropriate  period,  and  he  would 
now  move  its  reference  to  a select  committee  of 
five. 

Mr.  Davis  moved  that  the  subject  be  referred  to 
the  judiciary  committee. 

The  propriety  of  the  reference  was  debated  by 
Messrs.  Davis,  Walker,  City,  of  Alabama,  Sevier, 
Tappan  and  Merrick;  after  which  Mr.  Davis  asked 
for  the  yeas  and  nays;  when  there  appeared  for  the 
motion,  ayes  13 — noes  22. 

By  Mr.  Wall,  from  citizens  of  Philadelphia  and 
New  Jersey,  asking  that  a moderate  duty  be  im- 
posed on  foreign  silk. 

By  Mr.  Webster,  a memorial  of  the  same  kind. 

By  Mr.  Beaton,  numerous  papers  obtained  from 
authentic  sources,  in  relation  to  salt  ancUthe  salt 
duties,  which  were  referred  to  the  committee  on 
finance. 

Mr.  Prentiss,  from  the  committee  on  public  lands, 
reported  a bill  to  fix  the  minimum  price  of  the  lands 
acquired  by  the  Miami  treaty  of  November  6,  1838. 

Mr.  Wall,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary, 
made  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  American 
citizens  asking  a repeal  of  the  naturalization  laws. 

Mr.  Norvell  introduced  a bill  to  authorise  the 
states  to  fax  the  lands  within  their  limits  belonging 
to  the  United  States.  - 

The  special  order  having  been  taken  up,  the  (as- 
sumption of  state  debts),  Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana, 
occupied  the  senate  until  a late  hour,  speaking 
chiefly  in  reply  to  Mr.  Calhoun  and  Mr.  Allen. 

On  motion,  the  senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday  Feb.  7.  Mr.  Jones,  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means,  wished  that,  by  consent, 
the  house  would  now  go  into  committee  of  the 
W’hole  on  the  appropriation  bill  for  the  pay  of  re- 
volutionary pensions. 

,Mr.  Pickens  suggested  to  Mr.  Jones  that  he  should 
vary  his  motion  so  as  go  into  committee  on  this 
bill  at  one  o’clock,  and  let  the  intermediate  time  be 
devoted  to  the  offering  of  reports  of  committees  and 
resolutions. 

After  some  conversation  on  this  suggestion — 

The  question  on  suspending  the  rules  was  taken 
by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  as  lollows:  Yeas 
109,  nays  40. 

There  being  two-thirds  in  the  affirmative,  the 
rules  were  suspended. 

Mr  Jones  then  moved  that  the  house,  at  one 
o’clock,  go  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state 
of  the  union  to  take  up  this  pension  bill. 

The  question  was  put  on  Mr.  Jones'1  motion  for 
going  into  committee  of  the  whole,  and  carried 
without  a count. 

Mr.  Pickens  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  intro- 
duce the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be 
requested,  (if  in  his  opinion  it  be  not  incompatible  with 
the  public  interest  to  do  so),  to  communicate  to  this 
house  any  information  in  his  possession  respecting  the 
condition  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  doing 
business  during  the  past  year  in  China;  the  state  of 
the  Ametican  trade  with  that  country;  and  the  interests 


of  the  people  and  commerce  of  the  United  States,  as 
affected  by  the  recent  measures  of  the  Chinese -go- 
vernment for  the  suppression  of  the  contraband  or 
forcible  introduction  of  opium  into  China;  also,  whether 
the  British  government  has  given  notice  to  that  of  the 
United  States  of  a purpose  to  blockade  the  ports  of 
China,  or  of  other  hostile  intention  towards  that  go- 
vernment; and  any  other  information  possessed  by  the 
executive  in  relation  to  the  above  matters. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  di- 
rected to  transmit  to  this  house  a statement  of  the  com- 
merce and  navigation  between  the  United  States  and 
China  from  1821  to  1839  inclusive,  exhibiting  for  each 
year  the  amount  of  specie;  the  value  and  description  of 
manufactured  articles;  the  value  and  description  of 
other  merchandise;  and  the  total  amount  exported;  the 
quantity  and  value  of  teas;  the  value  of  silk  goods;  the 
value  of  other  merchandise;  and  the  total  amount  im- 
ported; the  number  of  ships;  the  amount  of  tonnage;  and 
the  number  of  seamen  employed. 

The  resolutions  were  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Curtis,  a bill  from  the  senate 
in  relation  to  the  registers  of  vessels  employed  in 
the  whale  fishery  was  taken  up,  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  commerce. 

The  house  then  went  into  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  (Mr.  Lincoln,  of 
Massachusetts,  in  the  chair),  and  took  up  the  bill 
making  appropriations  for  the  payment  of  certain 
revolutionary  and  other  pensioners  of  the  U.  States. 

The  merits  of  the  bill  was  discussed  by  Messrs. 
R.  Garland,  Jones,  Banks,  Marvin,  Holleman,  Reed, 
Petrekin  and  Craig. 

Mr.  Craig  proposed  an  amendment,  (handed  to 
him  for  that  purpose  by  Mr.  R.  Garland),  provid- 
ing that  no  money  appropriated  should  be  placed 
in  the  hands  of  pension  agents  more  than  one 
month  before  the  time  for  the  payment  of  the  said 
pensions. 

To  this  amendment  Mr.  Underwood  proposed  an 
amendment,  providing  for  an  allowance  to  the  pen- 
sion agents  of  a certain  per  centage  dn  the  money 
disbursed  by  them,  but  limiting  the  total  amount  to 
be  received  for  such  services  by  each  of  said  agents 
in  one  year  to  $1,500;  and  prohibiting  any  agent 
from  using  or  loaning  the  public  money  entrusted  to 
his  hands,  under  penalty  of  imprisonment  for  not 
less  than  one  nor  more  than  five  years. 

The  debate  was  further  continued,  by  Messrs. 
Stanly,  Beatty,  Sergeant,  Underwood,  W.  Thompson, 
Leet,  Bell,  Curtis,  Jones,  of  Virginia,  and  White,  of 
Kentucky. 

In  the  course  of  this  debate  an  incidehtial  allu- 
sion made  by  Mr.  Stanly  to  the  course  of  the  go- 
vernor of  Pennsylvania,  in  relation  to  the  resump- 
tion of  specie  payments,  called  up  several  mem- 
bers from  that  state,  and  led  to  some  discussion  on 
its  political  condition  and.  its  legislative  measures. 
The  chairman  (Mr.  Lincoln)  attempted  to  arrest 
the  discussion,  which,  however,  the  committee  al-. 
lowed  to  proceed. 

Mr.  Monroe  finally  submitted  a motion  which, 
he  said,  he  offered  with  entire  deference  to  the  re- 
presentatives from  that  state,  that  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  affairs  of  the  state  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, now  under  discussion,  be  postponed  until 
Monday  next,  and  be  made  the  special  order  for 
that  day. 

The  collateral  discussion  died,  however,  by  a 
natural  process.  After  which,  the  debate  proceeded 
on  the  subject  matter  properly  before  the  commit- 
tee; and  no  action  was  had  when. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  While,  of  Kentucky,  the  com- 
mittee rose,  reported  progress,  and  had  leave  to  sit 
again.  And  then  the  house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  Feb.  8.  The  business  before  the  house 
being  the  memorial  heretofore  presented  by  Mr. 
Davis,  of  Indiana,  from  the  national  convention  of 
delegates  from  the  states  of  Ohio,  Indiana  and 
Illinois,  held  at  Terre  Haute,  in  the  state  of  In- 
diana, for  the  purpose  of  recommendingsuch  mea- 
sures as  may  be  best  calculated  to  insure  the  final 
completion  of  the  Cumberland  road  with  the  least 
possible  delay,  which  memorial  Mr.  D.  had  moved 
to  refer  to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means — 

And  which  motion  Mr.  Casey  had  heretofore 
moved  to  amend  by  adding  thereto  the  following 
instructions: 

“And  that  said  committee  be  instructed  to  report 
a bill  making  an  appropriation  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars  for  each  of  the  states  of  Ohio, 
Indiana  and  Illinois,  to  be  expended  on  the  nation- 
al road  in  said  states,  in  the  year  1840,  under  the 
direction  of  the  war  department;  said  appropriation 
to  be  subject  to  all  the  restrictions  and  conditions  of 
former  appropriations  on  said  road,” 

A debate  on  these  instructions  arose,  which  oc- 
cupied the  house  the  whole  of  the  day,  in  which  a 
number  of  members  participated.  A motion  of 
Mr.  Pickens  to  lay  the  instructions  on  the  table 
was  negatived  by  yeas  86,  nays  112.  The  debate 
was  continued  without  any  final  decision  till  the 
hour  of  adjournment.  When  the  house  adjourned. 
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Monday , Feb.  10.  The  speaker  announced  the 
first  business  in  order  to  be  the  reception  of  reso- 
lutions; and,  thereupon,  the  states  were  called  in 
their  order. 

A great  number  of  resolutions  were  offered 
among  which  were  the  following: 

Mr.  Cushing  submitted  the  following  resolution: 
Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be 
requested,  if,  in  his  opinion,  compatible  with  the  public 
interest,  to  communicate  to  this  house  any  inlorma- 
tion  in  the  possession  of  the  government  respecting  the 
assemblage  of  Indians  on  the  northwestern  frontier, 
and  especially  as  to  the  interference  of  the  officers  or 
agents  of  any  foreign  power  with  the  Indians  of  the 
United  States  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Great  Lakes. 

Mr.  Naylor  also  offered  the  following  resolutions, 
which  lie  over  one  day  under  the  rule: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  navy  be  request- 
ed to  transmit  to  this  house  copies  of  all  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  court  of  inquiry  held  at  Philadelphia  in  the 
year  1839,  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  captain  Jesse 
D.  Elliott,  of  the  United  States  navy,  together  with  co- 
pies of  the  statements  and  opinions  of  said  court,  and 
of  all  the  testimony,  diagrams,  and  papers  taken  and 
introduced  in  the  course  of  the  said  inquiry. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  re- 
quested to  inform  this  house  whether  his  department 
admits  free  of  duty  umbrellas  and  parasols  covered 
with  silk,  imported  into  the  United  States;  and  if  so, 
how  long  trtey  have  been  so  admitted  free,  and  the 
number  or  amount  of  them,  together  with  his  reason 
tor  so  admitting  them. 

Mr.  IK.  C.  Johnson  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tions, which  were  laid  over  under  the  rule: 

Resolved,  That  each  of  the  United  States  being  a 
party  to  the  national  compact,  posseses  an  interest  in  the 
public  domain  in  proportion  to  the  federal  population 
ofeach.orin  the  terms  of  the  compact,  according  to  the 
usual  respective  proportion  of  the  general  charge  and 
expenditure. 

Resolved,  That  those  states  in  whose  favor  congress 
has  not  made  appropriations  of  the  public  domain  for 
the  purposes  of  education  are  entitled  to  such  appro- 
priations as  will  correspond  in  a just  proportion  with 
those  heretofore  made  in  behalf  of  other  states. 

Resolved,  That  the  entire  proceeds  of  sales  of  the 
public  lands  of  the  United  Stales  should  constitute  a 
fund  to  be  distributed,  upon  some  fair  and  equitable 
principle,  to  all  the  states  of  the  union,  to  be  applied 
by  the  states  severally  to  promote  general  education,  to 
be  applied  to  purposes  of  internal  improvement,  or  to 
be  expended  as  the  wisdom  of  each  state  may  think 
best  calculated  to  promote  its  welfare. 

Resolved,  That  the  policy  indicated  in  the  foregoing 
resolutions  would  have  the  tendency  of  checking  the 
wasteful  and  profligate  expenditures  by  the  federal 
overnment,  and  would,  at  the  same  time,  leave  ahun- 
ant  means  in  the  treasury  to  carry  on  liberally  and 
efficiendy  all  the  necessary  operations  of  government 
according  to  the  genius  and  spirit  of  the  constitution, 
and  the  letter  and  intention  of  the  various  acts  of 
cession. 

Resolved,  That  committee  report  one  or  more 

bills  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  foregoing 
resolutions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  C.  H.  Williams, 

Resolved,  That  a committee,  consisting  of  one  mem- 
ber from  each  state,  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  and  propriety  of  creating  a national  bank, 
with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Ogle  offered  a resolution  providing  for  the 
appointment  of  a select  committee  on  the  subject 
of  coinage,  and  directing  the  said  committee  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  discontinuing  the  ope- 
rations at  the  several  branch  mints  of  the  United 
States,  with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

And  Mr.  O.  moved  a suspension  of  the  rules  for 
the  purpose  of  considering  the  resolution  at  this 
time,  and  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  that  motion, 
which  were  ordered;  and,  being  taken,  were — 
yeas  61 — nays  104. 

So  the  rules  were  not  suspended. 

Mr.  Wise  olfered  the  following  resolution: 
Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  requested  to 
furnish  this  house  with  all  the  information  in  his  pos- 
session, or  on  file  in  his  department,  respecting  the  im- 
ortation  and  employment  of  bloodhounds  and  their 
eepers  (if  foreign  keepers  have  been  employed)  by 
the  war  department  or  by  the  authorities  of  the  terri- 
tory in  the  Florida  war  with  the  Seminole  Indians. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  over  one  day. 
In  pursuance  of  notice  heretofore  given,  Mr.  Jin- 
drews,  of  Kentucky,  introduced  a bill  allowing  the 
trustees  of  Centre  college  to  dispose  of  lands  here- 
tofore granted  to  the  trustees  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb 
asylum  of  the  state  of  Kentucky;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  public 
lands,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

In  pursuance  of  notice  heretofore  given  by  him, 
Mr.  Graves  (the  state  of  Kentucky  having  been 
caileil)  introduced  a bill  to  authorise  the  purchase 
ot  the  stock  held  hy  individual*  in  the  Louisville 
and  Portland  canal,  and  to  make  the  navigation 
thereof  free. 

The  bill  having  been  read  twice— 

Mr.  Graves  said  it  had  been  his  intention  to  sub- 
mit some  remarks;  but,  at  the  suggestion  ofseveial1 


gentlemen,  he  would,  as  the  states  had  not  yet  bepn 
called  through,  waive  his  right  to  speak  at  this  time. 
The  subject  had  been  before  the  house  for  six  years, 
without  any  action  or  vote  on  its  part,  although  the 
senate  had  passed  the  bill  on  two  occasions  almost 
without  objection.  In  consideration  of  this  fact, 
he  hoped  the  house  would  agree  to  the  motion  he 
now  submitted,  that  the  bill  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  and 
that  it  be  made  the  special  order  for  the  3d  of 
March. 

After  some  conversation  on  a point  of  order,  a 
division  of  the  question  was  moved  and  ordered. 

And  the  question  being  taken,  the  bill  was  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state 
of  the  union. 

Mr.  Graves  then  waived  his  motion  for  the  spe- 
cial order;  and,  on  his  motion,  the  bill,  together 
with  a report  made  at  the  last  session  of  congress 
on  the  subject,  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Crockett,  in  pursuance  of  notice  given,  asked 
and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a bill  to  amend  an 
act  entitled  an  act  to  authorise  the  state  of  Tennes- 
see to  issue  grants,  &c.  Read  twice,  and  referred 
to  the  committee  on  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  Bell,  in  pursuance  of  notice  heretofore  given, 
asked  leave  to  introduce  a bill  to  secure  the  free- 
dom of  elections,  and  to  provide  more  effectually 
for  the  administration  of  executive  patronage. 

Objection  being  made — 

Mr.  Bell  moved  that  leave  be  granted. 

Mr.  Turney  asked  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were 
ordered. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  (or  leave 
to  introduce  the  bill,  and  was  decided  in  the  affir- 
mative: yeas  91 — nays  74.  So  leave  was  granted. 

The  bill  was  read  a first  time — 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson,  moved  the  question  of  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  Bell  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  debate, 
and  the  bill  lies  over. 

On  leave  given,  Mr.  Bell  introduced  another  bill 
entitled  a bill  to  repeal  the  first  and  second  sections 
of  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  limit  the  term  of  cer- 
tain offices  therein  named,  and  for  other  purposes, 
approved  May  15,  1820. 

The  bill  having  been  read  twice— 

Mr.  Bell  said  he  wished  that  the  bill  should  take 
its  place  with  the  bills  on  the  table,  on  second 
reading. 

Mr  "Petrikin  moved  the  reference  of  the  bill  to 
the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  and  it  was  referred 
accordingly. 

Mr.  Curtis,  in  pursuance  of  notice,  asked  and  ob- 
tained leave  to  introduce  a bill  lor  the  relief  of  cer- 
tain debtors  to  the  United  States,  and  to  repeal  cer- 
tain acts  in  relation  to  such  debtors. 

The  bill  having  been  read  twice,  it  was,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  C.  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  ju- 
diciary. 

The  call  of  the  states  and  territories  having  been 
gone  through  with — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stanly,  the  house,  at  5 o’clock, 
adjourned. 

Tuesday,  Feb.  11.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Edward 
Davies,  of  Pennsylvania,  the  reading  of  the  heavy 
mass  of  resolutions  entered  on  the  journal  of  yes- 
terday was  dispensed  with. 

The  other  portions  of  the  journal  having  been 
read— 

Some  discussion  arose  on  a motion  made  by  Mr. 
Mams  to  correct  the  journal  in  relation  to  two  re- 
solutions which  had  been  presented  yerterday:  the 
one  by  Mr.  Garrett  Davis,  in  relation  to  the  open- 
ing of  negotiations  with  Great  Britain  as  to  the 
surrender  of  fugitive  slaves,  from  Canada;  and  the 
other  by  Mr.  Rhett,  in  relation  to  slaves  driven  by 
stress  of  weather  into  Bermuda,  and  there  liberated. 

The  correction  proposed  by  Mr.  Jldams,  as  sub- 
sequently reduced  to  writing  by  him,  was  as  fol- 
lows: 

“Mr.  Mams  inquired  of  the  chair  whether  these 
resolutions  came  under  the  rule  on  the  subject  of 
slavery?”  [i.  e.  the  rule  recently  adopted  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Wm.  Cost  Johnson). 

The  speaker  decided  that  they  did  not. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  proposed 
amendment,  and  there  being  no  quorum  voting — 

A call  of  the  house  was  moved  and  refused. 

And  the  question  recurring  on  the  adoption  of 
the  amendment — 

Mr.  Mams  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  thereon, 
which  were  ordered,  and  proceeded  to  make  a few 
remarks  in  support  of  l.is  motion. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Turney,  and  by  a vote  of  yeas 
1 16,  nays  52,  the  amendment  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  house  then  passed  to  the  orders  of  the  day, 
the  unfinished  business  being  the  memorial  hereto- 
fore presented  by  Mr.  Davis,  of  Indiana,  from  the 
national  convention  of  deh  g des  from  the  states  ol 
Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illinois,  held  at  Terre  Haute,  in 
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the  state  of  Indiana,  for  the  purpose  of  recommend- 
ing such  measures  as  may  be  best  calculated  to  in- 
sure the  final  completion  of  the  Cumberland  road 
with  the  least  possible  delay,  which  memorial  Mr. 
D.  had  moved  to  refer  to  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means. 

And  the  question  being  on  the  adoption  of  the 
instructions,  heretofore  moved  by  Mr.  Casey : 

Mr.  Mason,  of  Ohio,  wdio  held  the  floor  from  Sa- 
turday, resumed  and  concluded  his  remarks  in  fa- 
vor oi  the  object  contemplated  in  the  instructions; 
expressing  Ins  willingness,  however,  as  one  of  the 
friends  ot  the  measure,  that  the  instructions  should 
be  so  modified  as  to  strike  out  the  specific  sum, 
and  leave  it  to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
to  report  such  an  amount  as  they  might  think  ex- 
pedient and  proper. 

Mr.  Mason  continued  to  speak  till  near  3 o’clock, 
and  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Parris,  of  Maine,  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  question;  when. 

Mr.  Hoffman,  of  New  York,  obtained  the  floor, 
and  moved  an  adjournment;  which  motion  pre- 
vailing, the  house  thereupon,  before  4 o’clock,  ad- 
journed. 

Webnesday,  Feb.  12.  The  subject  before  the 
house  was  the  consideration  of  the  memorial  of  a 
convention  held  at  Terre  Haute,  in  Indiana,  pray- 
ing lor  an  appropriation  for  the  Cumberland  road, 
together  with  a resolution  founded  thereon,  and 
offered  by  Mr.  Casey,  of  Illinois,  instructing  the 
committee  to  whom  the  memorial  was  referred  to 
introduce  a bill  appropriating  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars  to  each  of  the  states  of  Ohio,  In- 
diana and  Illinois  for  carrying  on  the  road  through 
those  states. 

Mr.  Hoffman  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  having 
moved  the  adjournment  yesterday,  and  had  risen  to 
address  the  house,  when 

Mr.  Coles  asked  him  to  yield  the  floor  for  a pro- 
position that,  by  general  consent,  the  executive 
communications  addressed  to  the  chair,  and  which 
had  accumulated  on  the  speaker’s  table,  might  be 
taken  up,  and  referred. 

Mr.  Proffil  objected.  Gentlemen  from  Virginia 
had  occupied  four  or  five  weeks  of  the  time  of  the 
house,  and  it  was  hard  they  should  now  begrudge 
the  devotion  of  a few  days  to  a measure  of  such 
vital  importance  to  the  west. 

Mr.  Coles  did  not  press  his  request. 

Mr.  Cooper,  of  Georgia,  made  a question  of  or- 
der as  to  a portion  of  the  subject  before  the  house 
(understood  to  be  the  instructions  intended  for  the 
committee)  being  according  to  rule. 

The  chair  decided  that  it  was  now  too  late  to 
raise  that  question,  as  the  resolution  had  been  re- 
ceived, and  thus  far  debated. 

Mr.  Cooper  did  not  press  his  objection. 

Various  other  requesls  were  addressed  to  Mr. 
Hoffman  to  yield  the  floor  for  the  introduction  of 
different  subjects,  desired  by  particular  gentlemen; 
but  finding  these  requests  multiplying — 

Mr.  Hoffman  made  a general  declination,  and 
insisted  on  his  right  to  the  floor.  He  then  proceed- 
ed to  address  the  house  in  a speech  marked  by  the 
usual  elegance  and  animation  of  that  gentleman, 
which  occupied  nearly'  one  hour  in  the  delivery. 
Many  competitors  struggled  for  the  floor,  but  it  was 
given  by  the  chair  to 

Mr.  Hubbard,  of  Alabama,  who  spoke  with  great 
spirit  in  opposition  to  the  proposed  instructions, 
and  to  the  whole  measure.  His  speech  elicited 
frequent  bursts  of  merriment  from  the  house. 

hli'.  Hubbard  having  concluded,  the  speaker  gave 
the  floor  to 

Mr.  Howard,  of  Indiana,  who  adressedthe  house 
for  two  hours,  in  favor  of  the  appropriation,  and  in 
reply  to  several  gentlemen  who  had  spoken  in  pre- 
vious parts  of  the  debate. 

When  Mr.  H.  had  concluded,  the  speaker  gave 
the  floor  to 

Mr.  Pickens,  who  proposed  an  amendment  to  the 
instructions,  providing  that  the  memorial  be  refer- 
red tp  tile  committee  of  ways  and  means  with  in- 
structions to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
the  said  appropriations. 

Mr.  P.  then  said  he  would  move  and  adjournment, 
but  suggested  that,  before  that  question  w as  put, 
the  numerous  executive  communications  on  the 
speaker’s  table  should,  by  consent,  be  taken  up  and 
re  (erred. 

The  speaker  said  it  could  be  done  by  general  con- 
sent. 

And,  no  objection  having  been  made,  a great 
number  of  executive  communications  were  laid  be- 
fore the  house,  and  appropriately  disposed  of. 

On  leave  given,  Mr.  Russell  presented  a resolu- 
tion directing  the  committee  on  revolutionary  pen- 
sions to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  granting 
pensions  to  certain  persons  therein  named;  which 
resolution  was  adopted. 

The  house  then  adjourned. 
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Appointment.  We  learn  from  the  Wilmington,  N. 
C.  Advertiser  that  captain  J.  A.  Swift,  of  the  U.  S. 
engineer  corps,  lias  been  appointed  by  the  national 
executive  to  visit  France,  for  the  purpose  of  examining 
the  fortilications  of  that  country. 

Banks.  Western  and  southwestern  banks.  .The  Phi- 
ladelphia Sentinel  says:— It  appears  from  the  testimo- 
ny before  the  legislature  of  Ohio,  that  six  millions  of 
the  capital  of  the  banks  of  that  state,  are  owned  by 
persons  not  resident  therein.  The  bank  of  Kentucky, 
with  a capital  of  five  millions,  and  the  Northern  bank 
of  Kentucky  of  three  millions,  with  the  exception  of 
the  subscription  in  live  per  cent,  bonds  by  the  state,  are 
almost  wholly  owned  by  persons  residing  in  the  Atlan- 
tic states.  'Pile  banks  m Tennessee,  Indiana  and 
Illinois  are  also  held  principally  by  eastern  capitalists. 

Several  banxs  in  Mississippi,  and  large  portions  of 
some  of  those  of  New  Orleans,  were  established  by 
capitals  derived  from  the  same  source.  It  is  supposed 
that  the  amount  invested  in  these  variotts  banks,  by 
the  citizens  of  Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Balti- 
more, &.c.  exceeds  twenty  millions. 

The  New  York  city  banks.  According  to  an  official 
statement,  the  loans  of  22  New  York  city  banks,  on 
the  1st  of  January,  1839,  amounted  to  $35,947,375. — 
Same  lime  this  year,  26,900,173  dollars.  Decrease, 
!t>9,047,202.  {Specie  in  January  1839,  $5,003,353. — 
This  year,  ©4,495-,  137.  Decrease,  $513,216.  Circula- 
tion in  1839,  $5,494,243.  This  year,  $4,023,737.  De- 
crease, $1,465,506. 

State  bank  of  Illinois.  A member  of  the  Illinois 
legislature,  under  date  of  January  20,  writes  to  the 
editor  of  the  St.  Louis  Bulletin,  as  follows:  ‘T  have 
just  been  informed  by  one  of  the  bank  investigating 
committee,  that  the  bank  is  in  a better  condition  than 
any  similar  institution  in  the  United  States.  Her  lia- 
bilities amount  to  about  $3,000,000,  and  her  means  to 
more  than  $7,000,000,  although  some  of  the  committee 
think  that  some  of  the  tiansactions  have  been  impru- 
dent; yet  all  concur  in  the  opinion  that  there  has  been 
nothing  corrupt.” 

Manhattan  Bank,  N.  Y.  Rumors  affecting  the  credit 
of  the  Manhattan  bank  were  rife  in  New  York  on 
Thursday.  The  Courier  of  Friday,  referring  to  it, 
says:  "We  believe  the  upshot  of  the  matter  is  this, 
that  the  cashier  of  the  institution  has  advanced  money 
on  the  hypothecation  of  a large  amount  of  shares  in 
Kentucky  bank  stock,  it  is  said  $5011,000,  on  which 
there  is  now  a heavy  deficiency.  The  cashier  says  he 
made  the  loan  for  the  bank,  but  the  directors  refuse 
to  recognise  it  assuch,  they  having  had  no  knowledge 
of  the  transaction.  At  any  rate,  it  cannot  in  any  way 
affect  the  solvency  of  the  bank,  its  surplus  fund  alone 
being  more  than  adequate  to  meet  the  deficiency.” 

Bank  resolutions.  The  resolution  passed  by  the 
bank  some  tune  ago,  allowing  an  extension  upon  all 
discounted  business  paper  of  sixty  days,  on  the  pay- 
ment of  ten  per  cent,  of  the  principal,  expired  a few 
days  since.  We  understand  the  ban  a has  extended 
the  resolution  for  sixty  days  longer,  but  now  requires 
that  on  all  discounted  business  notes,  one-half  shall 
be  paid  up.  [Miss.  Rep. 

Canada.  It  was  rumored  in  town  yesterday  after- 
noon, that  a despatch  had  been  received  from  Toronto, 
announcing  that  sir  Geo.  Arthur  had  ceased  to  be 
lieutenant  governor  of  Upper  Canada,  and  that  the 
honorable  Mr.  Chief  Justice  Stuart  had  been  sworn  in 
administrator  of  the  government;  also,  that  one-half  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  Jesuiis’  estates  and  of  the  semina- 
ry of  St.  Sulpice  was  to  be  appropriated  to  Upper  Ca- 
nada Cathohcs  from  the  date  of  the  union,  as  the 
grants  were  originally  given  for  the  support  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  religion  "in  the  province  of  Quebec,” 
which  then  included  both  the  provinces  ot  the  Cana- 
das. [ Montreal  Herald. 

The  sum  of  $460,000  has  been  appropriated  by  the 
Canidiau  assembly  to  indemnify  persons  for  losses  aris- 
ing out  of  the  late  invasions  of  the  provinces.  The  mo- 
tion originally  emanated  from  col.  Prince. 

Canal.  The  canal  commissioners  of  Pennsylvania 
have  the  follow  ing  reference  to  the  ride  water  canal, 
in  iheir  Jale  report. 

The  tide  water  eanal,  extending  from  Columbia  to 
Havre  de  Grace,  on  the  Chesapeake,  having  been  com- 
pleted during  the  present  season,  and  the  Wisconisco 
canal  being  in  a state  of  forwardness,  an  immense  in- 
crease of  business  upon  this  division  may  be  confi- 
dently anticipated.  The  Susquehanna  canal  trade,  hi- 
therto comparatively  unimportant,  will  now  commence 
with  renewed  energy,  and  will  doubtless  furnish  a 
greater  amount  of  tonnage  than  that  heretofore  derived 
from  all  other  sources  on  the  Susquehanna  canal.  To 
accommodate  the  increase  of  trade,  the  board  would 
respectfully  urge  upon  the  legislature  the  propriety  of 
doubling  all  the  locks  on  this  division  during  the  ensu- 
ing year,  if  this  suggestion  should  meet  the  approba- 
tion of  the  legislature,  an  appropriation  of  $90,000  will 
be  required  to  carry  it  into  effect. 

Copper  mines.  We  learn  that  some  new  valuable 
discoveries  of  copper  have  been  made  on  the  Current 
river,  in  the  southern  part  ot  this  state,  about  sixty 
miles  from  Belleview,  and  some  distance  above  the 
former  discoveries  made  on  that,  river.  Wo  have  not 
received  a particular  description  of  the  mines,  but  if 
the  reports  of  their  extent  and  richness  be  true,  they 
greatly  exceed  any  yet  discovered.  Will  some  of  our 
southern  friends  let  us  know  more  of  this  matter. 

[St.  Louis  Rep. 


Exploring  expedition.  Mr.  B-  C.  Cutler,  of  Brooklyn, 
has  received  a letter  from  the  exploring  expedition,  dat- 
ed Mataval  bay.  Island  of  Otaheite,  September  1st, 

1839,  and  post  marked  Woods’ Hole,  Mass.  26th  Jan. 

1840.  It  is  from  commander  Hudson,  of  the  U.  S. 
ship  Peacock.  He  speaks  of  capt.  Wilkes  and  the 
officers  and  crews  being  on  shore.  Nothing  said  of  the 
missing  vessel.  The  expedition,  at  the  date  above 
mentioned,  was  on  its  way  to  the  far  south,  being  last 
from  Callao  and,  (we  presume),  the  Sandwich  islands. 
From  the  tenor  of  the  letter,  it  is  inferred  that  the  health 
of  the  squadron  was  good. 

Fires  in  New  York.  The  aggregate  amount  of  losses 
by  fire  in  the  city  of  New  York  within  the  last  three 
months,  is  said  to  be  at  least  three  millions  of  dollars. 

Georgia.  The  plan  adopted  by  the  state  of  Georgia, 
of  making  payment  for  the  construction  of  the  Western 
and  Atlantic  rail  road  in  six  per  cent,  state  stock, 
meets  with  great  favor  among  the  contractors.  For 
that  part  of  the  line  extending  from  Plains  to  Ross  land- 
ing on  the  Tennessee  river — a distance  of  33  miles — 
there  were  170  proposals  handed  in.  The  whole  of 
the  distance  will  be  immediately  put  under  contract, 
twenty-five  per  cent-  cheaper,  it  is  said,  than  the  work 
heretofore  done  on  the  same  road  and  paid  for  in  cash. 

Lexington.  A public  meeting  was  held  in  Boston, 
on  Thursday  last,  at  which  tlie  mayor  presided,  on  the 
subject  of  the  destruction  of  the  Lexington.  It  result- 
ed in  appointing  a committee  of  fifteen  with  a view 
to  investigate  the  subject  of  steamboat  disasters.  Ano- 
ther of  five  was  appointed  to  present  the  subject  to  the 
notice  of  the  legislature.  Some  of  the  resolutions,  una- 
nimously adopted,  censuring  the  company,  and  pro- 
nouncing the  boat  to  be  "unsafe  for  winter  navigation,” 
are  in  the  face  of  facts,  brought  out  here  before  the 
coroner’s  inquest.  [IV.  Y.  paper. 

Louisiana.  Hon.  Rice  Garland,  now  a representa- 
tive in  congress  form  the  state  of  Louisiana,  has  been 
appointed  a judge  of  the  supreme  court  of  that  state, 
and,  it  is  stated  in  the  New  Orleans  papers,  will  imme- 
diately resigned  his  seat  in  congress  for  the  purpose  of 
accepting  this  honorable  appointment.  [Nat.  Int. 

Mails.  The  Delaware  State  Gazette  says,  that  the 
committee  appointed  by  the  Baltimore  and  Philadelphia 
rail  road  company,  returned  from  Washington  without 
making  any  arrangement  with  the  post  master  general, 
so  that  the  mails  will  be  continued  on  the  present 
route. 

Meteors.  By  the  observations  of  scientific  men  on 
some  meteoric  displays,  which  took  place  in  England, 
and  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  on  the  12th  of  August 
last,  it  has  been  ascertained  to  be  entirely  practica- 
ble to  ascertain  the  difference  of  longitude  through  this 
means. 

Money  matters.  The  New  York  Express  of  Wed- 
nesday, P.  M.  says — The  banks  of  this  city  have  re- 
duced the  discounts  as  follows: 

On  the  1st  January,  1839,  they  stood  at  $35,947,375 
“ 1840,  “ 26,900,173 


$9,047,202 

Circulation  the  1st  Jan.  1839,  $5,494,243 
“ “ 1840,  4,028,737 

— 1,465,506 


$10,512,703 

On  the  1st  January,  1839,  it  was  supposed  the  mer- 
chants of  the  city  could  not  be  screwed  down  below 
the  line  they  stood  at — viz:  about  $36,000,000;  but 
we  now  see  that  they  have  been  screwed  down — circu- 
lation included — ten  and  a half  millions  more, — an 
amount  even  lower  than  that  of  the  city  of  Boston. 

Is  it  strange,,  then,  that  there  should  have  been  fai- 
lures? and  rather,  is  it  not  strange  that  there  should  he 
so  few?  The  hanks,  just  subsequent  to  the  1st  Janua- 
ry, increased  their  discounts  several  millions,  which 
gave  some  encouragement,  but  contraction  afterwards 
began  as  above  slated.  This  contraction,  together  with 
the  fact  that  the  southern  and  western  receipts  are  cut 
off,  has  reduced  the  city  to  a state  of  distress  in  monev 
matters  never  before  known.  It  is  not  surprising  that 
the  value  of  every  thing  has  been  brought,  down — pro- 
perty, produce  and  every  species  of  commodity — to  a 
point  never  before  known. 

’ Ohio  river— freshet.  The  Wheeling  Gazette  of  Jan. 
29th  says:  The  late  break  up  in  the  Ohio,  has  been 
particularly  destructive  to  coal  boats.  A gentleman, 
upon  whose  means  of  information,  we  place  reliance, 
states  that  at  least  thirty  have  been  destroyed  in  this 
neighborhood,  the  loss  of  which  to  the  owners,  will  be 
from  fifteen  to  twenty  thousand  dollars.  Many  hard- 
working,  industrious  men,  who  have  risked  their  all  in 
this  business,  are  completely  broken  up. 

Harris’  Pittsburgh  Intelligencer  slates,  that  on  the 
breaking  up  of  the  Monongahela,  the  ice  ran  with 
such  force  as  to  destroy  and  sink  almost  all  the  coal 
Boats  between  Brownsville  and  that  city. 

Patterson.  It  is  stated  that  twenty-four  manufac- 
turing establishments  at  Patterson,  have  entirely  sus- 
pended their  operations,  and  that  the  men,  women  and 
children  who  were  lately  employed  in  them,  are  entirely 
idle,  and  very  many  ol  them  literally  dependent  upon 
charity,  for  their  very  scanty  allowance  of  daily  food. 

[ Newark  Daily  Ado. 


Pennsylvania  debt.  The  Philadelphia  Inquirer  says 
that  the  state  debt  of  Pennsylvania  is  estimated  at  $18, 
for  every  man,  woman  and  child  in  the  commonwealth. 
The  tax  paying  population,  it  should  be  remembered, 
amounts  to  about  onefflh  of  the  entire  number  of  souls 
within  its  borders.  . 

Raleigh.  The  town  Raleigh,  N.  C.  has  been  blessed 
with  an  extraordinary  exemption  from  disease  during 
the  year  ending  on  the  21st  ult.  The  whole  number 
of  deaths  in  that  period  was  but  44,  viz:  11  white  adults 
and  9 children;  8 black  adults  and  16  children. 

Resumption  meeting.  A very  large  meeting  of  those 
favorable  to  immediate  resumption  by  the  banks  of 
Pennsylvania,  was  held  in  Philadelphia  on  Tuesday, 
at  which  George  M.  Dallas,  late  minister  to  Russia, 
presided.  Resolutions  were  adopted  in  favor  of  an 
immediate  resumption  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks; 
also  approving  of  the  conduct  of  the  69  membeVs  of  the 
house  of  representatives  of  Pennsylvania  who  voted 
for  the  resumption  bill.  [Ball.  Sun 

St.  Louis.  The  St.  Louis  Republican  says  that  the 
commerce  of  that  city  has  increased  about  fifty  per 
cent,  over  the  preceding  year,  notwithstanding  the  pres- 
sure of  the  times,  and  the  low  waters  in  the  rivers  the 
past  summer. 

Steamboat  accidents.  We  learn  that  the  steamboat 
Somerville,  was  lately  snagged  and  sunk,  near  the 
mouth  of  Arkansas  river,  on  the  Mississippi.  The 
Somerville  was  an  entire  new  boat,  built  at  New  Al- 
bany, and  cost  $35,000,  of  which  we  understand  that 
$20,000  were  insured.  A part  of  the  cargo,  the  engine 
and  furniture  will  probably  be  saved.  The  boat  is  lost. 

The  steamboat  Western,  on  her  passage  from  Cin- 
cinnati to  New  Orleans  has  been  snagged  somewhere 
on  the  Mississippi,  and  will  prove  a total  loss. 

[ Wheeling  Gazelle  of  Jan.  27. 

Sub-treasury  resolutions.  The  Rhode  Island  legisla- 
ture rejected  the  sub-treasury  resolutions.  [Ball.  Sun. 

Tennessee.  Alexander  Anderson  has  been  chosen  a 
senator  of  the  United  States  from  the  state  of  Tennes- 
see; to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation 
of  judge  White.  Pie  has  of  course  been  elected  as  a 
friend  to  the  present  administration. 

The  northern  frontier.  It  is  not  generally  known 
(says  the  New  York  Star)  that  orders  have  been  trans- 
mitted by  the  British  government  to  the  authorities  of 
Upper  and  Lower  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,  to  place 
the  whole  line  in  an  immediate  state  of  defence;  and 
fortifications  and  redoubts  will  be  erected  from  Macki- 
naw to  Passamaquoddy.  The  principal  points,  we 
have  no  doubt,  will  be  on  the  coast  of  Lakes  Erie  and 
Ontario— on  the  St.  Lawrence  and  the  northeastern 
boundary.  It  is  already  said  that  extensive  barracks 
are  in  progress  of  erection  opposite  Detroit;  that  Fort 
Malden  is  to  be  repaired;  two  steam  frigates  built  at 
Chippewa;  and  other  works  ol  importance  in  the  pro- 
vince of  New  Brunswick. 

The  Virginia  tobacco  crop.  We  extract  from  the 
Lynchburg  Virginian’s  review  of  the  Lynchburg  mar- 
kets for  the  week  ending  Thursday,  22d  ult. 

We  have  closed  another  year  and  tobacco  has  been 
declining  from  February  till  now.  The  crop  inspected 
in  1339,  has  proved  larger  than  was  expected,  and  has 
exceeded  the  calculations  made  a year  ago,  full  8,000 
hhds'.;  no  one  estimating  the  crop  grown  in  1833  at 
more  than  20,000  hhds.  To  this  false  estimate,  we 
may  attribute  the  high  prices  which  have  been  paid 
during  the  first  months  of  the  year.  A wild  speculation 
was  excited,  which  carried  the  article  greatly  beyond 
its  value,  for  we  have  never  had  so  mean  a crop  in  this 
state.  The  high  prices  given  in  Great  Britain  has 
caused  nearly  the  whole  crop  to  be  exported  to  that 
kingdom,  which  will  make  the  stock  there  an  average 
one.  The  stock  on  the  continent  is  small,  and  still 
prices  have  advanced  but  little. 

Our  last  foreign  advices  are  up  to  the  22d  of  No- 
vember, which  represent  tobacco  as  dull  both  on  the 
continent  and  in  Great  Britain,  and  the  manufacturers 
buy  very  sparing!^  expecting  a reduction  in  price. — 
The  crop  of  1839,  in  Virginia,  is  large,  and  the  quality 
very  good.  We  estimate  the  quantity  made  at  45, C00 
hhds.  but  should  prices  get  very  low,  our  inspections 
for  the  year  1839  and  1840,  will  not  exceed  36,000  hhds. 
Our  stocks  of  tobacco  in  Virginia  and  the  Atlantic 
cities  were  never  smaller,  and  must  continue  so  for 
four  months  to  come,  unless  prices  should  advance. 
Our  friends  expect  from  us  an  opinion  as  to  prices  for 
crops,  the  season;  this  we  cannot  give  with  accuracy 
at  any  time,  much  less  in  times  like  the  present,  when 
the  currency  of  the  country  is  deranged,  and  moneyed 
arrangements  so  difficult  to  make;  yet  we  do  think, 
that  under  no  circumstances  can  tobacco  be  so  low  as 
in  1839,  for  we  look  at  the  foreign  exports  for  three 
years  previous  to  the  last,  and  we  find  an  average  of 
100,000  hhds.  a year,  all  of  which  have  been  consumed, 
and  actually  a small  stock  on  hand  the  1st  of  January, 
1839,  and  the  export  of  manufactured  tobacco  has 
greatly  increased  in  the  last  three  years.  If  the 
usual  supply  be  needed,  we  shalj  have  no  surplus,  al- 
though our  crop  is  abundant.  We  have  accounts  from 
the  west,  which  assure  us  the  crop  is  large  in  some 
sections,  while  in  others  it  is  not  as  Urge  as  the  previous 
year — we  estimate  the  crop  at  40,000  hhds. 

Virginia  legislature.  On  the  27th  ultimo,  Daniel  A. 
Wilson,  of  Cumberland  was  elected  judge  of  the  ge- 
neral court  to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the 
death  of  judge  Wm.  Daniel. 
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{Kr  Remittances  by  mail.  “A  postmaster  may  en- 
close money  in  a letter  to  the  publisher  of  a newspaper, 
to  pay  the  subscription  of  a third  person,  and  frank  the 
letter,  if  written  by  himself.” — Amos  Kendall. 

Some  of  our  subscribers  may  not  be  aware  that  they 
may  save  the  postage  on  subscription  money,  by  re- 
questing the  postmaster  where  they  reside  to  frank  their 
letters  containing  sucii  money,  ho  being  able  to  satisfy 
himself  before  a letter  is  sealed,  that  it  contains  nothing 
but  what  refers  to  the  subscription.  [Am.  Farmer. 


fjCr»To-day  we  insert  Mr.  Clay’s  speech  on  the 
sub-treasury  bill.  In  our  next  number  we  propose 
to  give  Mr.  Buchanan’s  reply  thereto. 

Index.  Together  with  to-day’s  publication  we 
mail  the  index  to  vol.  5,  or  55,  fifth  series,  which 
has  just  been  published.  The  index  to  the  remain- 
ing vol.  54,  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  compositors 
ami  will  be  shortly  completed,  which  wifi  leave 
only  the  current  volume  to  complete  the  whole 
work  up  to  the  present  time. 

NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 

Appointments  by  the  president,  by  and  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  senate.  A.  H.  Hall,  receiv- 
er of  public  moneys  at  Augusta,  Mississippi,  from 
17th  Inst,  vice  James  L.  Jolly,  who  did  not  qualify. 

Isaac  W.  Jewett,  collector  of  the  customs  for  the 
district  of  Pearl  river.  Miss,  vice  Samuel  Learned, 
resigned. 

Wm.  Halloway,  surveyor  and  inspector  of  the 
revenue,  at  North  Kingston,  R.  I.  from  the  15l!i  in- 
stant, when  his  late  commission  expired. 

John  M.  Moriarty,  surveyor  and  inspector  of  the 
revpnue,  at  Gloucester,  Massachusetts,  vice  Alphon- 
so  Mason,  deceased. 

Treasury  notes.  Treasury  department,  Fe- 
bruary 1,  1840.  Amount  of  treasury  notes  issued 
under  the  provisions  of  the  acts  of  congress  of  12th 
October,  1837,  21st  of  May,  1838,  and  2d  March, 
1839  $19,567,086  22 

Of  this  amount  there  has  been  re- 
deemed 17,358,822  55 


Leaving  outstanding  the  sum  of  $2,20S,2G3  67 
Levi  Woodbury,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 

The  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  show 
ing  the  immense  gratuity  (three  millions  and  a halt 
of  dollars)  given  to  the  rail  road  companies,  brings 
in  very  appropriately  a striking  communication,  on 
a kindred  subject,  we  received  some  days  since, 
which  vve  now  insert  The  rail  road  companies  re- 
pay the  government  for  a bounty  of  three  millions 
and  a hall,  by  attempts  at  the  most  enormous  extor- 
tion upon  carrying  the  mail,  wherever  their  mono- 
poly is  such  as  to  exclude  competition.  We  would 
call  attention,  while  referring  to  the  relaxation 
of  the  taiitf  on  iron  to  favor  the  rail  roads,  to  the 
president’s  message  in  regard  to  the  construction 
put  upon  the  tariff  laws  on  other  imports.  It  will 
be  found  in  the  proceedings  of  the  house.  [Globe. 

Treasury  department.  December  23,  1339. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  a resolution  of  the  house  of 
representatives  of  the  14th  January,  1839,  directing 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  tarnish  “a  tabular 
statement  showing  the  quantify  and  description  of 
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iron,  whether  for  rail  roads,  steamboats,  or  for  other 
purposes,  which  has  been  imported  free  of  duty,  or 
on  which  the  duty  has  been  remitted  since  the  first 
day  of  January,  1832;  together  with  the  names  of 
the  person  or  persons  importing  the  same,  and  the 
amount  of  the  revenue  which  would  have  accrued 
to  the  government  had  the  duties  been  regularly 
charged  thereon.”  I have  the  honor  to  submit  a 
report  from  the  register  of  the  treasury,  containing 
the  information  required.  The  amount  of  duties 
which  have  already  accrued  on  such  iron,  and  have 
been,  or  are  to  be  remitted,  appears  to  exceed  the 
very  large  sum  of  three  millions  and  a half  of  dol- 
lars, being,  in  fact,  a donation,  or  free  subscription, 
by  the  general  government,  to  that  amount,  chiefly 
in  aid  of  rail  roads.  Respectfully, 

Levi  Woodbury,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 
Flon.  R.  M.  T.  Hunter  speaker  of  the  house  of  reps. 

NORTHEASTERN  BOUNDARY. 
Correspondence  in  relation  to  the  northeastern  boun- 
dary question,  communicated  by  the  president  of 
the  United  States  to  the  senate. 

The  gov.  of  Maine  to  the  acting  secretary  of  state. 

Executive  department,  Saco,  Nov.  21,  1839. 
Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  communication  of  the  6th  instant,  re- 
citing certain  complaints  that  have  been  made  by 
the  British  government;  through  its  minister  Mr. 
Fox  of  the  authorities  of  this  state  for  certain  al- 
ledged  proceedings  on  the  part  of  the  latter,  in  re- 
lation to  “the  disputed  territory;”  and  I lose  no 
time  in  complying  with  the  request  “to  transmit 
such  information  as  may  be  in  the  possession  of  the 
government  of  Maine  in  relation  to  the  acts  referred 
to,  in  order  that  an  appropriate  answer  may  soon  be 
returned  to  Mr.  Fox’s  communication.” 

The  first  complaint  is,  “that  the  armed  posse 
stationed  by  the  state  of  Maine  for  the  protection  of 
the  public  property  in  the  disputed  territory,  ad- 
vancing beyond  the  stipulated  limits,  has  extended 
its  occupation  of  the  country  along  the  whole  way 
from  the  valley  of  the  Aroostook  to  the  mouth  of 
Fish  river  into  the  valley  of  the  St.  Johns,  and 
thus  into  a portion  of  the  Madawaska  settlements.” 
This  complaint  is  probably  founded  upon  the  fol- 
lowing facts:  Early  last  spring,  the  land  agent  ot 

the  state  sent  a small  force,  consisting  of  some 
twenty-five  men,  to  Fish  river,  to  disperse  a band 
of  trespassers  understood  to  be  operating  at  that 
place.  The  enterprise  was  successful.  Their  camps 
were  broken  up,  some  of  the  trespassers  driven  off, 
and  a few  with  their  teams  were  brought  out  to  the 
settlement  on  the  Aroostook,  though  subsequently 
released. — Tbe  land  agent,  deeming  his  work  but 
half  accomplished,  again  sent  a small  force  about  the 
same  number  of  men  as  composed  tile  first  party, 
to  the  mouth  of  Fish  river,  to  extend  a boom  across 
it  to  prevent  the  timber  which  had  been  cut  by  the 
trespassers  being  driven  out  into  the  St.  Johns, 
and  to  prevent  further  depredations  by  cutting. 
That  force  ha*  remained  there  until  the  present  time, 
and  has,  I believe,  been  signally  successful  in  ac- 
complishing the  objects  ot  the  expedition. 

This  proceeding  violates  no  stipulation  ever  en- 
tered into  by  tbe  authorities  of  this  state.  In  no 
proper  sense  can  the  Madawaska  settlements  be 
said  to  include  the  territory  as  far  west  as  Fish 
river,  upon  either  side  of  the  St.  Johns,  it  being  a 
distance  of  some  twenty-five  miles  above  it  and  the 
two  not  being  connected  by  continuous  occupations 
or  settlements.  But,  supposing  the  Fish  river  ter- 
ritory to  be  a part  of  the  Madawaska  settlements, 
even  then,  I maintain,  there  has  been  no  infringe- 
ment of  the  stipulations  on  the  part  of  this  state, 
referred  to  by  Mr.  Fox.  In  that  arrangement,  ne- 
gotiated through  the  agency  of  general  Scott,  the 
right  was  not  relinquished,  on  the  part  of  this  state, 
of  going  any  where  upon  the  disputed  territory 
with  an  armed  posse,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting 
the  timber  then  recently  cut,  and  to  prevent  further 
depredations; — but  such  right  was  expressly  re- 
served, or  rather  tiie  intention  of  exercising  it  was 
distinctly  avowed. 

So  far  as  I am  informed,  the  armed  posse  have 
confined  their  operations  to  the  objects  before  stated, 
and  have  given  no  just  cause  of  complaint,  unless 
the  prohibiting  colonel  McLaughlin,  the  provincial 
land  agent,  from  driving  timber  down  the  St.Johns, 
into  the  province  of  New  Brunswick,  constitutes 
such  causa  And  in  rcgaid  to  this,  i must  be  per- 


mitted to  say  that  tbe  authorities  of  Maine  can  see 
no  reason  for  making  a distinction  between  persons 
attempting  to  drive  our  timber  from  the  state  into 
a foreign  jurisdiction,  whatever  may  be  the  pretence 
set  up. 

Secondly,  it  is  alledged  “that  the  establishments 
formed  by  the  persons  composing  the  armed  parties 
on  the  banks  both  of  the  Aroostook  and  Fish  river 
had  assumed  an  aspect  and  character  more  decided- 
ly military,  and  more  resembling  a permanent  na- 
tional possession  of  the  country,  than  could  be  re- 
quired in  the  civil  posse  of  a land  agent  temporari- 
ly occupying  it  ior  ttie  sole  purpose  of  preventing 
trespasses.  That  these  establisments  were  fortified 
with  entrenchments  and  cannon  and  garrisoned  by 
number  of  armed  men  far  greater  than  the  occasion 
would  warrant.” 

The  party  at  Fish  river,  as  before  stated,  is  com- 
posed of  about  twenty-five  men — not  militia  or 
soldiers,  but  hired  laborers.  A boom  has  by  them 
been  thrown  across  the  river  to  stop  the  timber  in 
its  passage  down.  They  have  erected  a block 
house  near  the  boom,  and  are  armed  with  muskets. 
If  this  assumes  “an  aspect  and  character”  in  the 
eyes  of  our  provincial  neighbors  “decidedly  mili- 
tary,” we  hope  it  is  not  formidable  enough  to 
create  any  alarm.  But  whether  it  is  a force  more 
than  sufficient  to  protect  the  public  property  of  the 
state  from  numerous  bands  of  lawless  men,  grown 
desperate  by  being  deprived  of  their  accustomed, 
plunder,  and  over  whom  their  own  government 
seems  heretofoie  to  have  had  but  little  control,  is 
a question  which  this  state  must  be  permitted  to 
decide  lor  itself.  In  such  a case  it  would  be  de- 
grading to  consent  that  limits  should  be  prescribed 
by  any  power  whatever.  If  ’the  right  to  protect 
our  territory  from  invasion,  and  the  public  proper- 
ty from  plunder,  be  clear  and  undeniable  no  less 
so  is  the  choice  of  means  for  carrying  that  right 
into  effect. 

Upon  the  Aroostook  a large  number  of  men  have 
been  employed.  A boom  has  been  extended  across 
the  river;  a fortification  of  hewn  timber  erected 
near  it,  and  a block  house  and  a few  other  more 
temporary  buildings  put  up.  The  men  stationed 
at  what  is  called  the  fort,  say  twenty-five  or  thirty 
in  number,  are  armed  with  muskets,  and  I believe 
they  have  also  two  small  pieces  of  artillery.  The 
remainder,  say  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five,  have  been  engaged  for  the  most  part 
in  opening  roads  for  summer  as  well  as  winter 
communications,  and  preparing  facilities  for  sup- 
plying the  posse.  How  far  these  proceedings  fur- 
nish ground  for  the  complaints  of  the  British  go- 
vernment, you  will  judge.  That  any  preparations 
short  of  them  would  have  been  insufficient  to  pro- 
tect the  public  property,  to  me  seems  to  be  clear. 
At  all  events,  the  complaint  at  the  extentof  this 
force  was  hardly  to  have  been  expected  from  the 
British  government  just  at  this  moment,  when  a 
few  days  only  have  elapsed  since  some  fifty  of  its 
own  subjects,  bearing  the  queen’s  arms,  and  other- 
wise suitably  equipped,  headed  by  a veteran  mili- 
tia captain,  made  an  assault,  in  the  dead  of  night, 
upon  tliat  very  force  which  is  now  described  as 
“greater  than  the  occasion  would  warrant.” 

No  better  justification  is  needed  for  the  course 
which  has  been  pursued  by  Maine,  especially  in 
regard  to  the  force  employed,  than  a reference  to 
this  case.  Nor  i3  the  force  of  the  circumstance 
diminished  by  the  fact  that  this  attack  was  repuls- 
ed by  the  firing  of  but  one  gun;  for  a disposition  is 
manifested  which  may  not  always  exhibit  itself  in 
so  harmless  a manner.  Again:  the  complaint  of 
our  “establishments  upon  the  disputed  territory 
fortified  with  entrenchments  and  cannon,”  would 
seem  to  come  with  but  little  show  of  consistency 
from  the  British  government,  when  it  has  just 
completed  most  extensive  and  permanent  barracks 
upon  the  same  territory,  north  of  the  St.  Johns, 
and  is  in  the  habit  of  transporting  troops  and  muni- 
tions of  war  over  it  at  their  pleasure. 

The  third  allegation  is,  “that  a permanent  state 
road  is  being  constructed,  leading  into  the  valley  of 
tbe  Aroostook,  and  from  thence  on  the  south  side 
of  the  St.  Johns  to  the  Fish  river,  the  object  of 
which  is  to  connect  those  portions  of  the  disputed 
territory  with  the  towns  of  Augusta  and  Bangor,  anti 
other  acknowledged  parts  of  the  state  of  Maine.” 

'['hat  a road  commencing  near  Mattawamkeag 
point,  in  the  county  of  Penobscot,  extending  to  the 
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Aroostook  river,  and  thence  on  to  the  mouth  of  Fish 
river,  upon  the  St.  Johns,  is  in  process  of  construc- 
tion, and  is  even  now  passable  the  whole  way  with 
some  vehicles,  is  certainly  true.  But  it  is  not  per- 
ceived why,  at  this  particular  time,  it  should  be  re- 
garded as  a cause  of  complaint.  This  is  no  new 
thing.  An  appropriation  for  this  road  was  made  by 
the  legislature  of  this  state  as  early  as  1826;  from 
which  time  it  has  steadily  progressed,  and  in  ano- 
ther year,  probably,  will  be  nearly  if  not  quite, 
completed.  To  say  nothing  of  other  advantages 
anticipated  from  it,  it  is  manifest  that  it  will  afford 
great  facilities  for  preventing  trespasses  upon  the 
public  lands;  and  indeed,  I may  say  that  tresspass- 
ing upon  the  streams  emptying  high  up  upon  the  St. 
Johns  cannot  be  prevented  without  such  a road. — 
This,  therefore,  is  no  new  project,  got  up  in  vio- 
lation of  any  stipulation  or  understanding,  to  which 
this  state  has  in  any  way  been  a party,  or  for  the 
purpose  of  gaining  an  additional  extent  of  posses- 
sion; but  is  the  exercise  of  a lawful  right  over  that 
portion  of  the  territory  to  which  we  have  not  only 
the  legal  title,  but  over  which  we  have  ever  had 
possession  and  jurisdiction. 

But  again,  may  I not  inquire  with  what  propriety 
and  consistency  this  complaint  is  made  on  the  part 
of  Great  Britain,  when  she  has  herself  constructed 
a permanent  rail  road  over  a large  part  of  the  terri- 
tory north  of  the  St.  Johns,  which,  it  is  understood, 
was  very  thoroughly  repaired  the  present  season, 
and  over  which  her  subjects  are  constantly  passing? 

The  last  allegation  is,  “that  land  surveyors,  act- 
ing under  the  authority  of  the  state,  are  employed 
in  marking  out  lots  and  townships  within  the  same 
portion  of  the  disputed  territory,  and  that  sales  of 
land  are  being  made  with  deeds  regularly  drawn 
under  the  authority  of  Maine.” 

That  Maine  is  now  managing,  in  the  particulars 
mentioned,  these  lands  upon  the  Aroostook,  and 
those  south  of  the  St.  Johns,  in  the  same  manner 
that  she  has  been  accustomed  to  since  her  separa- 
tion from  Massachusetts,  and  a3  that  state  managed 
them  prior  to  that  period,  is  true.  For  the  last 
thirty  years  we  have  been  occasionally  surveying 
and  lotting  these  lands,  granting  them  for  all  lite- 
rary, charitable  and  religious  purposes,  and  selling 
in  small  lots  to  actual  settlers.  And  has  this  boun- 
dary question  so  far  advanced,  it  may  be  asked, 
that  we  cannot  now  do,  without  a remonstrance  on 
the  part  of  the  British  government,  what  we  have 
been  so  long  in  the  habit  of  doing?  Have  the  al- 
most interminable  negotiations — all  the  efforts  that 
have  been  put  forth — all  the  events  that  have  oc- 
curred, especially  the  exciting  events  of  the  last 
year,  but  served  to  weaken  our  title,  diminish  our 
rights,  and  curtail  our  privileges?  Sure  I am  that 
Maine  will  not  readily  adopt  such  a view,  or  quietly 
yield  to  its  consequences.  She  has  been  indulging 
the  hope  that  some  progress  towards  an  acknow- 
ledgment of  her  rights  and  the  acquisition  of  her 
property  had  been  made,  and 'I  am  well  persuaded 
she  has  no  disposition,  at  the  present  time,  to  make 
any  retrograde  movement. 

In  compliance  with  your  request,  I have  now 
communicated  the  facts  upon  which  the  complaints 
of  the  British  government  are  supposed  to  be 
founded.  In  doing  it,  and  in  the  accompanying  re- 
marks, I have  had  no  intention  or  desire  of  pro- 
ducing irritation,  or  adding,  in  any  degree,  to  the 
excitement  already  existing.  The  subject  is  far 
too  momentous,  and  too  nearly  involves  the  peace 
of  the  countries  interested,  to  justify  any  remarks 
founded  in  passion  or  feeling.  But  it  is  due  to  the 
state,  whose  obgan,  upon  this  occasion,  I am,  as 
well  as  to  the  whole  country,  to  speak  plainly  and 
without  disguise.  And,  under  this  solemn  impres- 
sion, I must  say  that  Maine,  in  my  opinion,  has 
done  nothing  which  she  was  not  fully  justified  in 
doing,  and  nothing  which  she  will  not  be  ready  to 
defend  with  her  best  powers.  And  further,  that, 
though  she  has  not  yet  taken  military  possession  of 
the  disputed  territory,  a continued  disposition  on 
the  part  of  the  British  government  to  delay  a set- 
tlement of  the  boundary  question,  will  not  fail,  in 
my  opinion,  to  induce  such  a step,  whatever  may 
be  the  consequences,  should  she  not  be  relieved 
from  that  responsibility  by  the  action  of  the  gene- 
ral government. 

With  the  most  earnest  desire  for  a just,  peaceful 
and  speedy  settlement  of  the  question,  I have  the 
honor  to  subscribe  myself,  with  high  respect,  your 
most  obedient  servant,  JOHN  FAIRFIELD, 
Governor  of  Blaine. 

A.  Vail.  esq.  acting  secretary  of  stale. 

The  gov.  of  Blaine  to  the  president  of  the  U.  Slates. 

State  of  Maine,  executive  department, 
Augusta,  December  23,  1839. 

Sir:  It  having  been  reported  to  me  that  a large 
number  of  British  troops  had  been  stationed  at  Te- 
miscouata  lake,  in  the  disputed  territory,  and  seeing 


extracts  from  the  provisional  papers  confirmatory 
of  these  reports,  I deemed  it  proper  to  apply  directly 
to  the  lieutenant  governor  of  the  province  of  New 
Brunswick,  which  1 did  by  letter  of  the  12th  inst. 
to  ascertain  whether  these  reports  were  well  found- 
ed or  not.  His  answer,  under  date  of  Dec.  19th,  I 
received  yesterday,  while  on  my  w'ay  to  this  place. 
My  letter  and  the  reply  are  both  herewith  enclosed. 
It  will  be  perceived  that  two  companies  of  British 
troops  have  actually  been  marched  into  the  disput- 
ed territory,  and  stationed  at  the  Temiscouata  lake, 
where,  it  is  well  known,  extensive  barracks  have 
been  previously  erected.  This  is  clearly  a violation 
of  the  spirit  of  the  agreement  entered  into  between 
the  lieutenant  governor  of  New  Brunswick  and 
myself  in  March  last,  though  the  orders  have  been 
issued  by  the  governor  of  Lower  Canada.  I sub- 
mit also,  w'bether  the  contingency  contemplated  by 
the  act  of  congress  of  March  3,  1839,  has  not  oc- 
curred; whether  the  facts  do  not  clearly  show  an 
invasion  of  the  state  of  Maine,  which  the  executive 
government  of  the  United  States,  under  the  direc- 
tions of  the  act  aforesaid,  as  well  as  under  the  obli- 
gation of  the  constitution,  is  bound  to  repel. 

I may  add,  that  I am  well  informed  that  the  Bri- 
tish government  is  also  erecting  barracks  upon  both 
sides  of  the  St.  Johns,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Mada- 
waska  river,  and  that  troops  are  concentrating  at 
Grand  Falls.  Under  all  these  circumstances,  I 
deem  it  to  be  iny  duty  to  call  upon  the  government 
of  the  United  Slates  "for  that  protection  of  this  state 
from  invasion  guaranteed  to  her  in  the  constitution. 
With  the  highest  respect,  I am  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient servant,  JOHN  FAIRFIELD, 

Gov.  of  Blaine. 

His  excel.  Martini  Van  Buren,  president  U.  S. 

NAVY. 

Naval  defence.  In  answer  to  a resolution  of  the 
senate  last  year,  calling  for  a report  from  the  presi- 
dent, on  the  military  and  naval  defences  required 
for  the  country,  the  navy  board  report  that — 

1.  In  respect  to  steam  vessels  of  war,  looking  at 
our  numerous  and  exposed  harbors,  and  liability  to 
attack  by  the  same  species  of  force,  not  less  than 
forty  armed  steamers  of  different  sizes  and  power, 
would  be  required. 

The  average  cost  of  these  is  estimated  at  335,000 
dollars  each,  making  for  the  whole  forty  a gross  sum 
of  thirteen  and  a half  millions  of  dollars. 

2.  In  respect  to  vessels  of  war — the  present  force 
fit  for  service,  or  worthy  of  repair,  excluding  a 
ship  of  the  line  partially  built  at  Sackett’s  Harbor, 
consists  of  11  ships  of  the  line,  1 razee,  14  frigates, 
21  sloops  and  6 smaller  vessels;  and  they  estimate, 
that  to  complete  the  force  that  they  suppose  could 
be  manned  upon  the  occurrence  of  war,  an  addition 
would  be  required  of  14  ships  of  the  line,  15  fri- 
gates, 11  sloops  and  21  smaller  vessels — over  and 
above  the  steamers  referred  to  under  the  first  heard. 
The  cost  of  building  and  arming  this  additional 
force  is  estimated  at  $19,260,000. 

3.  For  the  completion  of  the  navy  yards,  docks, 
& c.  at  the  different  stations,  a sum  of  $24,000,000 
would  be  required,  in  addition  to  which  a new'  naval 
establishment,  in  the  waters  of  Narragansett  bay, 
is  recommended  as  indispensable  in  time  of  w'ar. 

[W.  Y.  Amer. 

STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 

NEW  YORK. 

Annual  report  of  the  New  York  commissioners.  It. 
is  known  that  there  are  two  different  systems  of 
banking  now  in  operation  in  the  state  of  New 
York — the  safety  fund  system,  established  many 
years  ago;  and  the  plan  instituted  by  the  general 
banking  law,  recently  enacted.  In  reference  to 
these  the  report  states,  that  being  organized  upon 
different  principles,  restricted  in  their  operations  by 
scarcely  any  rule  applicable  to  both,  and  possessing 
powers  which  are  not  common  to  both,  the  effect 
of  their  operation  upon  each  other,  and  through 
them  upon  the  public,  was  difficult  to  be  foreseen, 
and  is  yet  but  partially  developed.  The  tendency 
thus  far,  it  is  believed,  has  been  to  contract  the  vo- 
lume of  the  currency.  The  circulation  of  the  char- 
tered safety  fund  banks  on  the  first  of  January, 
1839,  was  $ 19,373,000;  of  banking  associations 
under  the  general  law  about  $1,315,000;  making 
in  all  $20,688,000.  The  circulation  of  the  Safety 
Fund  banks  is  now  $10,629,000;  of  the  associa- 
tions $6,612,000;  making  in  all  $16,641,000.— 
Here  is  shown  a falling  off  in  the  amount  of  circula- 
tion of  more  than  four  millions  of  dollars  in  one  year. 
The  embarrassments  of  the  times,  how'ever,  have 
had  their  effect  in  producing  this  result.  The  cur- 
tailment is  also  accounted  for  partially  by  the  fact 
that  the  banking  associations  under  the  general  law 
are  not  prohibited  from  purchasing  their  ow'n  notes 
at  a discount.  This  has  been  a more  profitable  bu- 
siness than  that  of  discounting,  and  there  is  reason 
to  believe,  according  to  the  report,  that  as  their 


notes  have  displaced  those  of  the  safety  fund 
banks,  in  the  hands  of  the  community,  being  rea- 
dily exchangeable  for  them,  the  funds  thus  acquired 
have  been  employed  in  this  manner  to  a considera- 
ble extent.  By  such  a process  the  ability  of  the 
safety  fund  banks  to  discount  is  lessened,  while 
corresponding  discounts  to  the  community  are  not 
furnished  by  the  associations. 

The  report  is  chiefly  taken  up  with  discussions 
relative  to  the  various  modes  which  have  been  sug- 
gested for  keeping  the  issues  of  the  country  banks 
at  par  in  the  city  of  New  York,  by  which  an 
equalized  currency  may  be  diffused  throughout  all 
parts  of  the  state,  so  that  remittances  may  be  made 
without  loss,  and  business  be  facilitated  in  all  its 
operations.  During  the  period  of  suspension,  be- 
ginning in  1837,  the  legislature  as  a condition  for 
waiving  the  forfeiture  incurred  by  that  act,  pro- 
vided that  so  long  as  the  suspension  continued  each 
bank  in  the  state  should  receive  the  notes  of  other 
banks  at  par  in  the  payment  of  debts.  This  ar- 
rangement ceased  so  soon  as  the  resumption  of  spe- 
cie payments  relieved  the  city  banks  from  (he  ob- 
ligation imposed  by  the  law.  Since  that  time  the 
rate  of  discount  upon  most  of  the  western  paper 
has  ranged  in  the  city  of  New'  York  from  two  to 
five  per  cent. 

It  would  seem  unjust  to  compel  the  country 
banks  to  redeem  their  notes  at  their  own  counters 
and  also  to  provide  for  their  redemption  at  a distant 
point.  Yet  their  issues  are  intended  to  serve  as 
■money;  the  tendency  of  their  notes  is  towards  the 
city7’,  the  great  centre  ot  trade;  the  fact  of  this  ten- 
dency is  known  when  the  issues  are  made;  and  the 
understanding  is  implied,  that  they  are  to  answer 
all  the  purposes  of  money  in  that  market.  The  re- 
port declares  that  whatever  may  be  the  duty  of  the 
banks  in  the  matter,  this  point  is  certain,  that  all 
the  bank  notes  of  the  state  ought  to  be  made  cur- 
rent at  par  in  the  city  of  New-York,  and  that  the 
object  can  only  be  effected  by  fresh  legislation. 

After  considering  various  plans  which  have  been 
mentioned  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  object, 
the  report  recommends  a direct  enactment  by  the 
legislature  to  compel  all  the  banks  to  keep  their 
paper  at  par  in  the  city  of  New  York.  The  design 
is  not  to  oblige  them  to  redeem  in  specie,  but  in 
current  furAs.  The  provision,  it  is  stated,  should 
be  that  each  bank  out  of  the  city  of  New  York 
should  designate  some  public  place  in  that  city  for 
the  redemption  of  its  notes,  by  advertisement  in 
one  of  the  daily  newspapers  of  the  city,  and  that 
any  bank  failing  for  the  space  of  thirty  days  to  re- 
deem its  notes  at  such  place  in  funds  current  in  the 
city,  should  be  liable  to  be  proceeded  against  by 
the  bank  commissioners  as  for  any  other  violation 
of  its  charter. 

A comparative  view  of  the  liabilities  of  all  the 
banks  in  the  aggregate  at  the  respective  periods  of 
January  1,  1839,  and  January  1,  1840,  shows  that 
a reduction  has  taken  place  to  the  amount  of  twenty 
millions;  and  the  process  of  contraction  did  not 
commence  until  about  the  first  of  October  last.  A 
reduction  of  so  large  a sum  of  the  liabilities  of  the 
banks,  says  the  report,  within  so  short  a period  as 
about  ninety  days,  is  unprecedented,  and  could  not 
have  been  produced  withont_severe  effort. 

[ Baltimore  American. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Antoher  message.  On  Wednesday,  governor  Por- 
ter sent  another  message  to  the  legislature  of  Penn- 
sylvania, stating  that  the  $S70,000  loan  had  been 
taken,  but  there  was  a deficiency  of  40,000,  or  up- 
wards, unprovided  for.  This  deficiency  seems  to 
have  arisen  out  of  some  error  or  miscalculation  of 
the  late  treasurer.  The  message  was  as  follows: 

To  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives 
of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

Gentlemen:  I have  to  communicate  to  the  le- 
gislature, that  the  loan  authorised  by'  the  act  of  the 
23d  January  last,  has  been  taken  as  follows: — 
$i()0,000  by  the  president,  directors  and  company 
of  the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania;  $100,000  by  the 
Girard  bank;  and  the  remainder  by  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States: — by  reason  of  which  the  common- 
wealth is  now  able  to  pay  ofFand  discharge  $650,000 
of  the  interest  which  fell  due  upon  the  1st  instant 
upon  her  loans. 

The  amount  provided  by  the  legislature  for  the 
payment  of  interest  in  the  said  act  of  the  23d  of 
Jan . last,  was  evidently  fixed  by  the  report  of  the  state- 
treasurer  on  the  subject  of  finances,  of  9th  January. 

From  a statement  now  furnished  by  that  officer, 
it  appears  that  the  whole  amount  of  interest  due  on 
the  1st  instant,  was  $718,610  78 

Deduct  the  appropriation  of  the  23d  of 
January,  $650,000  00 
Paid  from  treasury,  $27,750  00 

677,750  00 


$40,860  78 
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Thus  there  is  a balance  of  $'40,860  7S:  for  the 
payment  of  which  immediate  provision  should  be 
made  by  the  legislature. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  add,  that  the  further 
action  of  the  legislature  on  the  subject  of  the  joint 
resolution  recommended  in  my  message  of  the  1st 
instant,  is  now  unnecessary. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 

February,  5,  1S40. 

When  the  message  was  read  in  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives, as  we  learn  from  the  Telegraph,  Mr. 
JBroadhead  offered  a resolution  authorising  a loan  of 
$40,000  to  supply  the  deficiency  of  interest  an- 
nounced in  the  governor’s  message. 

Mr.  Penniman,  of  the  county,  moved  to  amend 
by  inserting  a provision,  that  no  bank  shall  be  al- 
lowed to  take  the  loan  which  does  not  pay  her  notes, 
deposites  and  liabilities  in  specie. 

Mr.  Morton  moved  an  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment, requiring  the  money  to  be  taken  from  the 
United  States  bank  at  four  per  cent. 

On  these  motions  a discussion  of  some  length  oc- 
curred, in  which  Messrs.  Broadhead,  Penniman, 
Church,  Nill,  Morton,  Butler,  Konigmacher  and 
Hinchman,  participated;  when  the  amendments 
were  voted  down,  and  the  bill  passed. 

The  “monster”  will,  of  course,  have  to  shell  out 
again.  And  it  is  probable  we  shall  hear  no  more,  for 
this  session,  of  repealing  its  charter.  Of  that  sort  of 
“agitation,”  there  has  been  enough  for  glory,  and 
a little  too  much  for  the  public  interests,  already. 

The  state  treasurer  of  Pennsylvania,  in  compli- 
ance with  a resolution  of  the  house,  of  the  22d  Ja- 
nuary, 1840,  inquiring  “how  much  money  has  been 
received  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  under 
the  act  of  18th  February,  1836,  as  payment  to  the 
common  school  fund  or  otherwise,  except  on  loan, 
designating  the  amount  of  each  payment  and  the 
time  received  into  the  treasury,”  makes  the  follow- 
ing report: 

Premium  on  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 


States,  received  in  the  treasury  office  ol  Pennsyl- 
vania, in  the  following  payments,  viz: 

Received  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 


do. 

14th  March,  1836, 
19th  “ 

$600,000  00 
100,000  00 

do. 

11th  April, 

cc 

100,000  00 

do. 

16th  “ 

cc 

50,000  00 

do. 

30  111  “ 

150,000  00 

do. 

6th  July, 

CC 

100,000  00 

do. 

7th  “ 

CC 

8S,000  00 

do. 

7th  Aug. 

it 

62,000  00 

do. 

8th  “ 

“ 

100,000  00 

do. 

9th  “ 

it 

50,000  00 

do. 

9th  Oct. 

cc 

50,000  00 

do. 

10th  “ 

50,000  00 

do. 

3rd  March 

1837, 

50,000  00 

do. 

20  111 

100,000  00 

do. 

31st’  ct 

150,000  00 

do. 

10(h  April, 

CC 

150,000  00 

do. 

1st  May, 

cc 

50,000  00 

do. 

20  th 

cc 

500,000  00 

.eceived 

1st  instalment  for 

common 

schools 
2d  do. 
3d  do. 
4th  do. 

8th  June,  1S36, 
24th  July,  1837, 
11th  June,  1338, 
4th  June,  1S39, 

100,000  00 

100,000  00 

100,000  00 

100,000  00 

AVhole  amount  received,  $2,900,000  00 

The  legislature  of  Pennsylvania  is  composed  of 
44  farmers,  20  lawers,  9 merchants,  8 physicians,  3 
hatters,  2 gentlemen,  2 brick  layers  2 printers,  2 
cabinet  makers  2 carpenters,  2 innkeepers  1 sad- 
dler, 1 blacksmith,  I tanner,  1 coach  maker. 

OHIO. 

The  Dayton  Journal  says:  In  looking  over  the 
report  of  the  board  of  public  works  for  the  past 
year,  the  following  facts  appear:  the  engineering  on 
the  different  improvements  has  cost  $61,319  32  for 
1839.  The  tolls  on  the  Ohio  canal  amounted  to 
$433,599  84;  but  $213, S27  13  of  that  sum  have 
been  used  up  in  expenses  and  repairs;  being  more 
than  one  half,  and  leaving  $209,772  71  nett  reve- 
nue to  pay  interest  on  loans.  The  tolls  on  the  Mi- 
ami canal  were  $80,796  23  of  which  $44,991  29 
were  swallowed  by  expenses  and  repairs;  again  con- 
siderably more  than  one-half,  leaving  only  $35,805 
04,  of  nelt  revenue,  to  pay  interest. 

The  whole  amount  of  interest  payable  on  our 
state  debt  for  last  year  was  $632,696  77.  The  ca- 
nals have  furnished  $245,577  75,  leaving  $387,019 
02  to  be  paid  by  farmer’s  taxes,  with  wheat  at  50 
cents  and  corn  at  30! 

The  Ohio  legislature  is  composed  of  45  farmers, 
28  lawyers,  7 physicians,  16  mechanics,  and  10 
merchants.  Of  these  103  members,  30  were  natives 
of  Pennsylvania,  24  of  Ohio,  14  of  Virginia,  9 of 
Connecticut,  6 of  New  York,  5 of  New  Jersey,  3 
of  Kentucky,  2 of  Delaware,  2 of  Maryland,  2 of 
Ireland,  and  New  Hampshire,  North  Carolina  and 
Tennessee,  leach.  [Springfield  Republican. 


ILLINOIS. 

State  bank:  of  Illinois.  The  house  of  delegates 
of  Illinois  has  passed  a bill  reviving  the  charter  of 
the  State  bank,  which  has  been  forfeited  by  suspen- 
sion. The  Sangamon  Journal  states  that  the  pro- 
visions of  the  bill,  as  amended,  are  that  the  bank 
shall  be  revived,  with  all  its  privileges,  and  its  for- 
feiture of  charter  set  aside,  and  suspended  until  the 
end  of  the  next  session  of  the  legislature,  upon  the 
following  conditions:  That  it  shall  not  make  any 
loan  on  an  hypothecation  of  its  stock;  that  it  shall 
not  part  with  any  of  its  specie,  so  long  as  its  sus- 
pension continues,  unless  for  the  purpose  of  change; 
that  it  shall  not  loan  above  ten -thousand  dollars  to 
any  firm  or  individual;  shall  continue  the  branches 
at  their  present  location,  and  limit  the  amount  of 
their  stock;  lays  some  further  restriction  on  the  di- 
rectors; that  it  shall  not  call  in  above  10  per  cent, 
at  a time,  on  notes  discounted,  and  shall  make 
monthly  reports  of  its  condition  to  the  governor. 
It  is  also  provided  that,  upon  its  failure  to  comply 
with  any  of  these  provisions,  the  suspension  oT  its 
forfeiture  shall  be  immediately  set  aside.  [Sim. 

Illinois  internal  improvements.  The  senate  of  Illi- 
nois have  passed  a law  repealing,  as  far  as  they  could 
do  it,  all  the  internal  improvement  laws  of  the  com- 
monwealth, and  abandoning  the  works.  It  is  thought 
the  house  will  agree  to  it.  A correspondent  of  the 
St.  Louis  Argus  gives  the  following  brief  account 
of  the  condition  in  which  things  will  be  left  by  this 
legislature. 

Out  of  300  miles  of  rail  road,  some  20  are  com- 
pleted, the  rest  is  in  every  stage  between  comple- 
tion and  commencement —embankments  half'  form- 
ed, bridges  half  built,  an  immense  amount  of  timber 
lying  on  the  ground;  the  first  is  left  to  wash  away; 
the  second  to  tumble  down  and  decay;  the  last  to 
rot  in  utter  uselessness,  unless  some  kind  persons 
will  take  it  for  fire  wood  orfences.  A large  amount 
of  contracts  are  now  abandoned  by  the  state. 

MICHIGAN. 

The  report  of  the  board  of  internal  improvements, 
of  Michigan,  contains  93  pages,  and  from  it  we 
glean  the  following:  There  was  expended  on  the 
Central  rail  road  the  past  year,  $176,802  38;  South- 
ern road,  $227,171  33;  Northern  road,  $39,122 
09;  Havre  branch  $613  10;  Clinton  canal  $93,221 
35;  Saginaw  canal  $15,980  69;  St.  Marie  canal 
1,006  18;  on  Grand  river  $7,007  04;  Kalamazoo 
river  $2,063  86;  Salt  Springs  $15,000  00;  Iron 
$108,980  60.  The  whole  amount  of  appropriations 
on  all  the  works  of  internal  improvements,  amounts 
to  $2,11S,000  00.  The  expenditures  $1,510,315 
29. 

Election  of  senator.  The  legislature  of  this 
state,  on  the  20th  ultimo,  elected  Augustus  A.  Por- 
ter, esq.  (whig)  of  Detroit,  United  States  senator, 
to  succeed  the  lion.  Lucius  Lyon.  The  vote  in  the 
senate  was,  for  Porter  10,  for  E.  Ransom  6.  The 
vote  in  the  house  was,  for  Porter  30,  Y.  Pitcher  1, 
E.  Ransom  8,  A.  Edwards  3,  I.  Biddle  3,  R.  Wil- 
liams 4. 

The  Democrats,  last  year,  had  a majority  in  t lie 
legislature;  but,  after  repeated  trials,  failed  to  elect 
a senator,  and  adjourned  without  filling  the  vacancy. 

IOWA. 

The  legislature  of  Iowa  adjourned  on  the  17th 
ult.  An  extra  session  will  be  held  in  Julv  next,  to 
make  a new  apportionment  of  the  representation 
in  the  territory.  An  attempt  was  made  before  the 
adjournment,  to  remove  the  location  of  the  seat  of 
government  from  Iowa  city,  the  place  selected  by 
the  commissioners,  in  the  past  summer,  and  at 
which  public  buildings  arc  now  being  erected.  The 
proposition  was,  to  submit  it  to  the  people,  to  de- 
termine whether  Iowa  city  or  Mount  Pleasant 
should  be  the  place. 

WISCONSIN. 

The  territorial  legislature  ol  Wisconsin  have  pass- 
ed a resolution,  declaring  it  expedient  for  the  terri- 
tory to  ask  to  be  admitted  into  the  union  at  this 
time.  They  have  also  passed  a law  providing  for 
the  holding  of  a convention  of  delegates  from  the 
several  counties  in  the  stale,  to  fix  the  boundaries 
of  the  territory. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  CLAY,  OF  KY. 

ON  THE  SUB-TREASURY  BILL. 

Mr.  Clay  rose  and  said:  I have  been  desirous,  Mr. 
President,  before  the  passage  of  this  bill,  not  to 
make  a speech,  but  to  say  a lew  words  about  it.  I 
have  come  to  the  senate  to-day  unaffectedly  indis- 
posed, from  a serious  cold,  and  in  no  condition  to 
address  this  body;  but  I regard  this  bill  as  so  preg- 
nant with  injurious,  and  dangerous,  and  direful  con- 
sequences, that  I cannot  reconcile  it  to  a sense. of 
duly  to  allow  it  final!;,’  to  pass  without  one  last,  al- 
though unavailing  effort,  against  it.  I am  aware 
that  the  decree  lor  its  passage  has  gone  forth — a 


decree  of  urgency,  too,  so  urgent  that  a short  post- 
ponement of  the  consideration  of  the  measure,  to 
admit  of  the  filling  of  vacant  scats  in  the  senate  by 
legislative  bodies  now  in  session — seats  which  have 
remained  vacant,  not  by  the  fault  of  the  people,  but 
from  the  inability  of  those  bodies  to  agree  in  the 
choice  of  senators,  has  been  refused  by  the  vote  of 
the  senate;  refused,  scornfully  refused,  although 
whether  the  bill  be  transmitted  two  or  three  weeks 
sooner  or  later  to  the  house  of  representatives,  ow- 
ing to  its  unorganized  condition,  and  its  known 
habits  of  business,  will  not  expedite  its  passage  a 
single  hour!  Refused  by  the  concurrence  of  senators 
who,  not  representing  on  this  subject  the  present 
sentiments  and  opinions  of  their  respective  states, 
seem  unwilling  to  allow  the  arrival  of  those  who 
would  fully  and  fairly  represent  them! 

It  is  remarkable,  sir,  that,  judging  from  the  vote 
on  the  engrossment  of  the  bill  for  a third  reading,  it 
is  to  be  hurried  through  the  senate  by  less  than  a ma- 
jority of  the  body.  And  if  the  two  senators  from 
Tennessee  had  clung  to  their  seats  with  the  same 
tenacity  with  which  oilier  senators  adhere  to  theirs, 
who  would  have  been  instructed  to  vote  against  the 
bill,  and  are  violating  their  instructions;  and  if  the 
senate  were  full,  the  vacant  seals  being  filled,  as  we 
have  every  reason  to  believe  they  will  be  filled, 
t here  would  be  a clear  majority  against  the  passage  of 
the  bill.  Thus  is  this  momentous  measure,  which 
both  its  friends  and  foes  unite  in  thinking  will  exert 
a tremendous,  if  not  revolutionary,  influence  upon 
the  business  and  concerns  of  the  country — a mea- 
sure which  has  so  long  and  so  greatly  distracted 
and  divided  our  councils,  and  against  which  the 
people  have  so  often  and  so  signally  pronounced 
their  judgment,  to  be  forced  through  the  senate  of 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  President,  it  is  no  less  the  duty  of  the  states- 
man than  the  physician  to  astertain  the  exact  state 
of  the  body  to  which  he  is  to  minister  before  he 
ventures  to  prescribe  any  healing  remedy.  It  is 
with  no  pleasure,  but  wilh  profound  regret,  that  I 
survey  the  present  condition  of  our  country.  I 
have  rarelv,  I think  never,  known  a period  of  such 
universal  and  intense  distress.  The  general  go- 
vernment is  in  debt,  and  its  existing  revenue  is  in- 
adequate to  meet  its  ordinary  expenditure.  The 
states  are  in  debt,  some  of  them  largely  in  debt,  in- 
somuch that  they  have  been  compelled  to  resort  to 
the  ruinous  expedient  of  contracting  new  loans  to 
meet  the  interest  upon  prior  loans;  and  the  people 
are  surrounded  with  difficulties,  greatly  embarrass- 
ed, and  involved  in  debt.  Whilst  this  is,  unfortu- 
nately, the  general  slate  of  the  country,  the  means 
of  extinguishing  this  vast  mass  of  debt  are  in  con- 
stant diminution.  Property  is  falling  in  value — all 
the  great  staples  of  the  country  are  declingin  price, 
and  destined,  I fear,  to  further  decline.  The  certain 
tendency  of  this  very  measure  is  to  reduce  prices. 
The  banks  are  rapidly  decreasing  the  amount  of 
their  circulation.  About  one-half  of  them,  extend- 
ing from  N.  Jersey  to  the  extreme  southwest,  have 
suspended  specie  payments,  presenting  an  image 
of  a paralytic,  one  moiety  of  whose  body  is  stricken 
with  palsy.  The  banks  are  without  a head;  and, 
instead  of  union,  concert  and  co-operation  between 
them,  we  behold  jealqusy,  distrust  and  enmity. 
We  have  no  currency  whatever  possessing  uniform 
value  throughout  the  whole  country.  That  which 
we  have,  consisting  almost  entirely  of  the  issues  of 
banks,  in  a stale  of  the  utmost  disorder,  insomuch 
that  it  varies,  in  comparison  with  the  specie  stand- 
ard, from  par  to  fifty  per  cent,  discount.  Ex- 
changes, too,  are  in  the  greatest  possible  confu- 
sion, not  merely'  between  distant  parts  of  the 
union,  but  between  cities  and  places  in  the  same 
neighborhood.  That  between  our  great  commer- 
cial’ marts  of  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  within 
five  or  six  hours  of  each  other,  vacillating  between 
seven  and  ten  per  cent.  The  products  of  our  agri- 
cultural industry  are  unable  to  find  their  way  to 
market  from  the  want  of  means  in  the  hands  of 
traders  to  purchase  them,  or  from  the  want  of  con- 
fidence in  the  stability  of  things.  Many  of  our 
manufactories  stopped  or  stopping,  especially  in 
the  important  branch  of  woollens;  and  a vast  ac- 
cumulation of  their  fabrics  on  hand,  owing  to  the 
destruction  of  confidence  and  the  wretched  state  of 
exchange  between  different  sections  of  the  union. 

Such  is  the  unexaggerated  picture  of  our  present 
condition.  And  amidst  the  dark  and  dense  cloud 
that  surrounds  us,  I perceive  not  one  gleam  ot 
light.  It  gives  me  nothing  but  pain  to  sketch  the 
picture.  But  duty  and  truth  require  that  existing 
diseases  should  be  fearlessly  examined  and  probed 
to  the  bottom.  We  shall  otherwise  be  utterly  in- 
capable of  conceiving  or  applying  appropriate  re- 
medies. If  the  present  unhappy  state  of  our  coun- 
try had  been  brought  upon  the  people  by  their  fol- 
ly <md  extravagance,  it  ought  to  be  borne  with  for- 


404 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— FEB.  22,  1840— SPEECH  OF  MR.  CLAY,  OF  KY. 


titude,  and  without  complaint,  and  without  re- 
proach. But  it  is  my  deliberate  judgment  that  it 
has  not  been — that  the  people  are  not  to  blame — 
and  that  the  principle  causes  o(  existing  embarrass- 
ments are  not  to  be  traced  to  them.  Sir,  it  is  not 
my  purpose  to  waste  the  time  or  excite  the  feelings 
ot  members  of  the  senate  by  dwelling  long  on  what 
I suppo>e  to  be  those  causes.  My  object  is  a bet- 
ter, a higher,  and  I hope  a more  acceptable  one — 
to  consider  the  remedies  proposed  for  the  present 
exigency.  Still,  I should  not  fulfil  my  whole  duty 
if  1 did  not  briefly  say  that,  in  my  conscience,  I 
believe  our  pecuniary  distresses  have  mainly  sprung 
from  the  reiusal  to  recharter  the  late  Bank  of  the 
United  States;  the  removal  of  the  public  deposites 
from  that  institution;  the  multiplication  of  state 
banks  in  consequence;  and  the  treasury  stimulus 
given  to  them  to  extend  their  operations;  the  bung- 
ling manner  in  which  the  law,  depositing  the  sur- 
plus treasure  with  the  states,  was  executed;  the 
Ireasury  circular;  and  although  last,  perhaps  not 
least,  the  exercise  of  the  power  of  the  veto  on  the 
bill  for  distributing,  among  the  states,  the  nett  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands. 

What,  Mr.  President,  is  needed,  at  the  present 
crisis,  to  restore  the  prosperity  of  the  people?  A 
sound  local  currency,  mixed  with  a currency  pos- 
sessing uniform  value  throughout  the  whole  coun- 
try; a re-establishment  of  regular  exchanges  be- 
tween different  parts  of  the  union;  and  a revival  of 
general  confidence.  The  people  want,  in  short,  good 
government  at  Washington;  the  abandonment  of 
rash  and  ruinous  experiments;  the  practice  here  of 
economy;  and  the  pursuit  of  the  safe  lights  of  ex- 
perience. Give  us  these;  and  the  growth  of  our 
population,  the  enterprise  of  our  people,  and  the 
abundance,  variety  and  richness  of  the  products  of 
our  soil  and  of  our  industry,  u'ith  the  blessing  of 
Providence,  will  carry  us  triumphantly  through  all 
our  complicated  embarrassments.  Deny  these — 
persevere  in  a mal-administration  of  government — 
and  it  is  in  vain  that  the  bounties  of  heaven  are  pro- 
iusely  scattered  around  us. 

There  is  one  man — and  I lament  to  say,  from  the 
current  of  events  and  the  progress  of  executive  and 
party  power — but  one  man,  at  present  in  the  coun- 
try, who  can  bring  relief  to  it,  and  bind  up  the 
bleeding  w’ounds  of  the  people.  lie,  of  all  men  in 
the  nation,  ought  to  feel  as  a parent  should  feel, 
most  sensibly,  the  distresses  and  sufferings  of  his 
famil3r.  But,  looking  to  his  public  course  and  his 
official  acts,  1 am  constrained  to  say  that  he  surveys 
unconcerned  the  wide-spread  ruin  and  bankruptcy 
and  wretchedness  before  him,  without  emotion  and 
without  sympathy.  Whilst  all  the  elements  of  de- 
struction are  at  work,  and  the  storm  is  raging,  the 
chief  magistrate,  standing  in  the  midst  of  his  un- 
protected fellow  citizens,  on  the  distinguished  po- 
sition of  honor  and  confidence  to  which  their  suf- 
frages have  devoted  him,  deliberately  wraps  around 
himself  the  folds  of  his  India-rubber  cloak,  and, 
lifting  his  umbrella  over  his  head,  tells  them, 
drenched  and  shivering  as  they  are  under  the  beat- 
ing rain  and  hail  and  snow  falling  upon  them,  that 
he  means  to  take  care  of  himself  and  the  official 
corps,  and  that  they  are  in  the  habit  of  expecting 
too  much  from  government,  and  must  look  out  for 
their  own  shelter,  and  security,  and  salvation! 

And  now  allow  me  to  examine,  and  carefully  and 
candidly  consider,  the  remedy  which  this  bill  otters 
to  a suffering  people  for  the  unparalleled  distresses 
under  which  they  are  writhing.  I will  first  analyze 
and  investigate  it  as  its  friends  and  advocates  repre- 
sent it.  What  is  it?  What  is  this  measure,  which  has 
so  long  and  so  deeply  agitated  this  country,  under 
the  various  denominations  of  sub-treasury,  indepen- 
dent treasury,  and  divorce  of  the  state  from  banks? 
What  is  it?  Let  us  define  it  truly  and  clearly.  Its 
whole  principle  consists  in  an  exaction  from  the 
people  of  specie,  in  the  payment  of  all  their  dues  to 
government,  and  the  disbursement  of  specie  by  the 
government,  in  the  payment  of  all  salaries  and  of 
all  the  creditors  of  the  government.  This  is  its 
simple  and  entire  principle.  Divest  the  bill  under 
consideration  of  all  its  drapery  and  paraphernalia, 
this  is  its  naked,  unvarnished  and  unexaggerated 
principle,  according  to  its  own  friends.  This  ex- 
clusive use  of  specie,  in  all  receipts  and  payments 
of  the  government,  it  its  true,  is  not  to  be  instanta- 
neously enforced;  but  that  is  the  direct  and  avowed 
aim  and  object  of  the  measure,  to  be  accomplished 
gradually,  but  in  the  short  space  of  a little  more 
than  three  years.  The  twenty-eight  sections  of 
the  bill,  with  all  its  safes,  and  vaults, -and  bars,  and 
bolts,  and  receivers  general,  and  examiners,  have 
nothing  W&re  nor  less  in  view'  than  the  exaction  of 
specie  from  the  people,  and  the  subsequent  distri- 
bution of  that  specie  among  the  officers  of  the  go- 
vernment and  the  creditors  of  ‘the.  government.  It 
does  not  touch,  nor  profess  to  touch,  the  actual 


currency  of  the  country.  It  leaves  the  local  banks, 
whereit  found  them,  unreformed,  uncontrolled,  un- 
checked in  all  their  operations.  It  is  a narrow',  sel- 
fish, heartless  measure.  It  turns  away  from  the 
people,  and  abandons  them  to  their  hard  and  inex- 
orable fate;  leaving  them  exposed  to  all  the  perni- 
cious consequences  of  an  unsound  currency,  utterly 
irregular  and  disordered  exchanges,  and  the  great- 
est derangement  in  all  business.  It  is  worse;  it 
aggravates  and  perpetuates  the  very  evils  which 
the  government  will  not  redress:  for,  by  going  into 
the  market  and  creating  a new  and  additional  de- 
mand for  specie,  it  cripples  and  disables  the  stale 
banks,  and  renders  them  incapable  of  furnishing 
that  relief  to  the  people  which  a parental  govern- 
ment is  bound  to  exert  all  its  energies  and  powers 
to  afford.  The  divorce  of  the  state  from  banks,  of 
which  its  friends  boast,  is  not  the  only  separation 
which  it  makes — it  is  a separation  of  the  govern- 
ment from  the  constituency — a disunion  of  the  in- 
terests of  the  servants  of  the  people  from  the  inter- 
ests of  the  people. 

This  bill,  then,  is  wholly  incommensurate  with 
the  evils  under  which  the  country  is  suffering.  It 
leaves  them  not  only  altogether  unprovided  for,  but 
aggravates  them.  It  carries  no  word  of  cheering 
hope  or  encouragement  to  a depressed  people.  It 
leaves  their  languishing  business  in  the  same  state 
of  hopeless  discouragement. 

But  its  supporters  argue  that  such  a.  system  of 
convertible  paper  as  this  country  has  so  long  had  is 
radically  wrong;  that  all  our  evils  are  to  be  traced 
to  the  banks;  and  that  the  sooner  they  are  put  down 
and  a currency  exclusively  metallic  is  established, 
the  better.  They  further  argue  that  such  a metallic 
currency  will  reduce  inflated  prices,  lower  the  wa- 
ges of  labor,  enable  us  to  manufacture  cheaper,  and 
thereby  admit  our  manufacturers  to  maintain  a suc- 
cessful competition  with  foreigners.  And  all  these 
results,  at  some  future  time  or  other,  are  to  be 
brought  about  by  the  operation  of  this  measure. 

Mr.  President,  in  my  opinion,  a currency  purely 
metallic  is  neither  desirable,  in  the  present  state  of 
the  commercial  word,  nor,  if  it  were,  is  it  practica- 
ble, or  possible  to  be  attained  in  this  country.  And, 
if  it  were  possible,  it  could  not  be  brought  about 
without  the  most  frightful  and  disastrous  conse- 
quences, creating  convulsion,  if  not  revolution. 

Of  all  conditions  ot  society,  that  is  most  prosper- 
ous in  which  there  is  a gradual  and  regular  increase 
of  the  circulating  medium,  and  a gradual  but  not 
too  rapid  increase  in  the  value  of  property  and  the 
price  of  commodities.  In  such  a state  of  things, 
business  of  all  kinds  is  active  and  animated,  every 
department  of  it  flourishes,  and  labor  is  liberally  re- 
warded. No  sacrifices  are  made  of  property,  and 
debtors  find,  without  difficulty,  the  means  of  dis- 
charging promptly  their  debts.  Men  hold  on  to 
what  they  have,  without  the  apprehension  of  loss, 
and  we  behold  no  glutted  markets.  Of  all  condi- 
tions of  society,  that  is  most  adverse  in  which  there 
is  a constant  and  rapid  diminution  of  the  amount  of 
the  circulating  medium.  Debtors  become  unable 
to  pay  their  debts,  property  falls,  the  market  is 
glutted,  business  declines,  and  labor  is  thrown  out 
of  employment.  In  such  a state  of  things,  the  ima- 
gination goes  ahead  of  the  reality.  Sellers  become 
numerous,  from  the  apprehension  that  their  proper- 
ty, now  falling,  will  fall  still  lower;  and  perchasers 
scarce,  from  an  unwillingness  to  make  investments 
with  the  hazard  of  almost  certain  loss. 

Have  gentlemen  reflected  upon  the  consequences 
of  their  system  of  depletion?  I have  already  stated 
that  the  country  is  borne  down  by  a weight  of  debt. 
If  the  currency  be  greatly  diminished,  as  beyond 
all  example  it  has  been,  how  is  this  debt  to  be  ex- 
tinguished? Property,  the  resource  on  which  the 
debtor  relied  for  his  payment,  will  decline  in  value 
and  it  may  happen  that  a man,  who  honestl}'  con- 
tracted debt,  on  the  faith  of  property  which  had  a 
value,  at  the  time,  fully’  adequate  to  warrant  the 
debt,  will  find  himself  striped  of  all  his  property, 
and  his  debt  remain  unextinguished.  The  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  (Mr . Buchanan ) has  put 
the  case  of  two  nations,  in  one  of  which  the  amount 
of  its  currency  shall  be  double  what  it  is  in  the 
other,  and,  as  he  contends,  the  prices  of  all  property 
will  be  doubled  in  the  former  nation  of  what  they 
are  in  the  latter.  If  this  be  true  of  two  nations,  it 
must  be  equally  true  of  one,  whose  circulating  me- 
dium is  at  one  period  double  w’hat  it  is  at  another. 
Now,  as  the  friends  of  the  bill  argue,  we  have  been 
and  yet  are  in  this  inflated  state,  our  currency  has 
been  double,  or  in  something  like  that  proportion, 
of  what  was  necessary,  and  we  must  come  dowrn  to 
the  lowest  standard.  Do  they  not  perceive  that 
inevitable  ruin  to  thousands  must  be  the  necessary 
consequence?  A man,  for  example,  owning  pro- 
perty to  the  value  of  $5,000,  contracts  a debt  for 
#5,000.  By  the  reduction  of  one-half  of  the  cur- 


rency of  the  country,  his  property,  in  effect,  be- 
comes reduced  to  the  value  of  $2,500.  But  his 
debt  undergoes  no  corresponding  reduction.  He 
gives  up  all  his  property,  and  remains  stiil  in  debt 
$2,500.  Thus  this  measure  will  operate  on  the 
debtor  class  of  the  nation,  always  the  weaker  class, 
and  that  which,  for  that  reason,  most  needs  the  pro- 
tection of  government. 

But,  if  the  effect  of  this  hard  money  policy  upon 
the  debtor  class  be  injurious,  it  is  still  more  dis- 
astrous, if  possible,  on  the  laboring  classes.  En- 
terprise will  be  checked  or  stopped,  employment 
will  become  difficult,  and  the  poorer  classes  will  be 
subject  to  the  greatest  privations  and  distresses. — 
Heretofore  it  lias  been  one  of  the  pretensions  and 
boasts  of  the  dominant  party!  that  they  sought  to 
elevate  the  poor  by  depriving  the  rich  of  undue  ad- 
vantages. Now  their  policy  is  to  reduce  the  wages 
of  labor,  and  this  is  openly  avowed;  and  it  is  argued 
by  them  that  it  is  necessary  to  reduce  the  wages  of 
American  labor  to  the  low  standard  of  European 
labor,  in  order  to  enable  the  American  manufacturer 
to  enter  into  a successful  competition  with  the  Eu- 
ropean manufacturer  in  the  sale  of  their  respective 
fabrics.  Thus  is  this  dominant  party  perpetually 
changing;  one  day  cajoling  the  poor,  and  fulmi- 
nating against  the  rich;  and  the  next  cajoling  the 
rich,  and  fulminating  against  the  poor.  It  was  but 
yesterday  that  we  heard  that  all  who  were  trading 
on  borrowed  capital  ought  to  break.  It  was  but 
yesterday  we  heard  denounced  the  long-established 
policy  of  the  country,  by  which,  it  was  alleged,  the 
poor  were  made  poorer,  and  the  rich  were  made 
richer. 

Mr.  President,  of  all  the  subjects  of  national 
policy,  not  one  ought  to  be  touched  with  so  much 
delicacy  as  that  ot  the  wages;  in  other  words,  the 
bread  of  the  poor  man.  In  dwelling,  as  I have 
often  done,  with  inexpressible  satisfaction  upon 
the  many  advantages  of  our  country,  there  is  not 
one  that  has  given  me  more  delight  than  the  high 
price  of  manual  labor.  There  is  not  one  which  in- 
dicates more  clearly  the  prosperity  of  the  mass  of 
the  community.  In  all  the  features  of  human  soci- 
ety, there  are  none,  1 think,  which  more  decisively 
display  the  general  welfare  than  a permanent  high 
rate  of  wages,  and  a permanent  high  rate  of  interest. 
Of  course,  I do  not  mean  those  excessive  high  rates, 
of  temporary  existence,  which  result  from  sudden 
and  unexpected  demands  for  labor  or  capital,  and 
which  may,  and  generally  do,  evince  some  unna- 
tural and  extraordinary  state  of  things;  but  I mean 
a settled,  steady  and  durable  high  rate  of  wages  of 
labor,  and  interest  upon  money.  Such  a state  de- 
monstrates activity  and  profits  in  all  the  depart- 
ments of  business.  It  proves  that  the  employer 
cap  afford  to  give  high  wages  to  the  laborer,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  profits  of  his  business,  and  the  bor- 
rower high  interest  to  the  lender,  in  consequence 
of  the  gains  which  he  makes  by  the  use  of  capital. 
On  the  contrary,  in  countries  where  business  is 
dull  and  languishing,  and  all  the  walks  of  society 
are  full,  the  small  profits  that  are  made  will  not 
justify  high  interest  or  high  wages. 

Wages  of  labor  will  be  low  where  there  is  no 
business,  and  of  course  but  little  or  no  de-tnand  for 
labor;  or  where,  from  the  density  of  population,  the 
competition  for  employment  is  great,  and  the  de- 
mand for  labor  is  not  equal  to  the  supply.  Similar 
causes  will  tend  to  the  reduction  of  the  rate  of  in- 
terest. Our  vast  unpeopled  regions  in  the  west 
protect  us  against  the  evils  of  a too  crowded  popu- 
lation. In  our  country,  such  is  the  variety  of  pro- 
fitable business  and  pursuits  that  there  is  scarcely 
any  in  which  one  can  engage  with  diligence,  in- 
tegrity and  ordinary  skill,  in  regular  and  ordinary 
times,  that  he  is  not  sure  of  being  amply  rewarded. 
Surveying  our  happy  condition  in  this  respect,  it 
was,  during  the  last  war,  remarked  by  the  present 
lord  Jefferies  that  America  was  the,  heaven  of  the 
poor  man,  and  the  hell  of  the  rich.  There  was  ex- 
travagance in  the  observation,  mixed  with  some 
truth.  It  would  have  been  more  accurate  to  have 
said  that,  with  good  government,  it  was  an  earthly 
heaven  both  of  the  rich  and  poor. 

It  is  contended,  however,  that  the  reduction  of 
wages  would  be  only  nominal;  that  an  exclusive 
specie  currency  being  established,  the  prices  of  all 
commodities  would  fall;  and  that  the  laborer  would 
be  able  to  command  as  many  of  the  necessaries  of 
life  with  his  low  wages  as  he  can  at  present. 

The  great  error  of  senators  on  the  other  side  is, 
that  they  do  not  sufficiently  regard  the  existing 
structure  of  society,  the  habits  and  usages  which 
prevail;  in  short,  the  actual  state  of  things.  All 
wise  legislation  should  be  founded  upon  the  con- 
dition of  society  as  it  is,  and  even  where  reform 
is  necessary,  it  should  be  introduced  slowly,  cau- 
tiously, and  with  a careful  and  vigilant  attention  to 
all  consequences.  But  gentlemen  seem  disposed 
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to  consider  themselves  at  liberty  to  legislate  for  a 
new  people,  just  sprung  into  existence,  and  com- 
mencing its  career — one  for  which  they  may,  with- 
out reference  to  what  they  see  all  aro  md  them, 
speculate  and  theorize  at  pleasure.  Now,  if  we 
were  such  a people,  and  were  deliberating  on  the 
question  of  what  was  the  best  medium  of  circula- 
tion to  represent  the  property  and  transact  the  bu- 
siness of  the  country,  it  is  far  from  being  certain 
that  it  would  be  deemed  wisest  to  adopt  an  exclu- 
sive specie  standard.  But,  when  we  glance  at  so- 
ciety as  it  actually  exists,  with  all  its  relations  and 
ramifications,  its  engagements,  debts,  wants,  habits, 
customs,  nothing  can  be  more  unwise,  it  seems  to 
me,  than  to  attempt  so  radical  a change  as  that 
which  is  contemplated. 

1 cannot  admit  that  the  laborer,  with  his  low 
wages,  would  be  in  as  eligible  a situation  as  he  now 
is.  The  argument  excludes  all  consideration  of 
his  condition  during  the  transition  from  the  paper 
to  the  specie  medium.  In  the  descending  process 
from  an  abundant  to  a scarce  circulation,  there 
would  be  for  him  nothing  but  distress  and  wretch- 
edness; and  he  would  be  in  the  greatest  danger  of 
starvation  before  the  el  dorado  of  gentlemen  was 
reached.  The  adjustment  of  prices  to  the  state  of 
the  currency  is  not  so  sudden  a work  as  is  imagined. 
Long  after  the  specie  standard  should  be  estab- 
lished, the  old  prices  of  many  articles  would  re- 
main; and  alt  foreign  productions  which  enter  into 
the  consumption  of  the  poor  inau  would  continue 
unaffected  by  our  domestic  currency.  If  it  be  true 
that  there  would  be  no  alteration  in  the  condition 
of  the  laborer,  if  he  would  really  get  as  much,  in 
value,  in  the  new  state  of  things  as  in  the  old,  how 
is  that  of  the  capitalist,  engaged  in  manufactures, 
to  be  improved?  Would  not  his  situation  also  re- 
main unaltered? 

The  assumption  that  an  exclusive  hard  money 
circulation  is  best  for  the  laborer,  best  for  the  ma- 
nufacturer, best  for  the  country,  is  against  all  the 
experience  of  the  world.  Beyond  all  doubt, Eng- 
land is  tiie  most  prosperous  of  all  the  nations  of  the 
old  world,  and  England  is  the  greatest  paper  money 
country  that  exists.  Her  manufactures  find  a mar- 
ket in  every  portion  of  the  globe;  her  operatives 
and  laborers  are  paid  better  and  fed  better  than  any 
in  Europe.  Have  the  manufactures  of  the  hard 
money  countries  of  the  continent  prevailed  over 
those  of  England,  and  driven  them  out  of  the  mar- 
ket, in  fair  competition?  Far  from  it.  Their  poli- 
cy is  to  exclude,  by  prohibitions  and  heavy  duties, 
the  entry  of  British  goods  into  their  ports.  Eng- 
land has  sought  to  make  treaties  with  them  all,  and 
especially  with  Fiance,  upon  the  basis  of  free  trade; 
and  France  has  replied  that  her  manufactures  are 
too  much  behind  those  of  England  to  admit  of  their 
being  placed  upon  a footing  of  equality.  Paper 
money — inflated — England  manufactures  about 
two-thirds  of  all  the  cotton  exported  from  the  U. 
States;  and  her  cotton  manufacture  alone  is  proba- 
bly greater  than  that  of  all  the  rest  of  Europe. 

But,  Mr.  President,  if  the  banishment  from  cir- 
culation of  all  bank  paper,  and  the  exclusive  use 
of  specie  in  this  country,  were  desirable,  is  it 
praclible,  can  it  be  possibly  brought  about?  I have 
said  that  the  legislator  is  bound  to  have  due  regard 
to  the  wants,  wishes,  necessities  and  condition  of 
the  country  for  which  he  acts.  But  a practical 
American  statesman  has  a further  duty  to  perform; 
that  of  attentively  considering  the  distribution  of 
the  power  of  government  in  this  confederacy. 
Here  we  have  local  governments  for  the  respective 
states,  and  a general  government  for  the  whole. 
The  general  government  has  but  few,  limited  and 
well  defined  powers,  the  states  severally  possessing 
all  power  not  denied  to  them  or  delegated  by  the 
federal  constitution.  Whatever  difference  of  opi- 
nion might  exist,  if  it  were  a new  question,  it  can- 
not now  be  controverted  that  eacii  of  the  twenty- 
six  state  governments  has  the  power  to  bring  into 
existence  as  many  banks  as  it  pleases.  Banks  have 
accordingly  been  created,  and  will  continue,  and 
must  exist,  in  spite  of  the  general  government. 
The  paper  of  banks  will  therefore  remain,  as  it  has 
been,  a part  of  the  general  circulation,  in  defiance 
of  any  policy  which  tiiis  government  may  proclaim. 
And  if  one  or  more  of  the  states  were  to  adopt  the 
hard  money  policy,  there  would  be  others  which 
would  find,  in  the  very  forbearance  of  certain  mem- 
bers of  the  confederacy  to  establish  or  continue 
banks,  a fresh  motive  to  create  and  sustain  them; 
for  the  issues  of  their  banks  would  run  into  the 
states  which  had  them  not,  and  they  would  thus 
appropriate  to  themselves,  at  the  expense  of  others, 
ail  the  benefits  of  banking.  1 recollect  well  how 
banks  were  originally  first  introduced  into  many  of 
the  southern  and  western  states.  They  found 
themselves  exposed  to  all  the  inconveniences,  with- 
out enjoying  the  benefits,  of  the  banking  system; 
and  they  were  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  estab- 


lishing banks  to  share  the  advantages  as  well  as  the 
disadvantages  of  the  system. 

Banks,  bank  notes,  a convertible  paper  money, 
are,  therefore,  inevitable.  There  is  no  escape  from 

them.  You  may  deliver  as  many  homilies  as  you 
please,  send  forth  from  this  capitol  as  many  essays 
and  disquisitions  as  you  think  proper,  circulate 
president’s  messages  denouncing  them  as  widely  as 
you  choose,  and  thunder  forth  from  a party  press 
as  loud  and  as  long  as  you  can,  against  banks,  and 
they  will  continue  to  exist  in  spite  of  you.  What, 

then,  is  it  the  duly  of  a wise  practical  federal  states- 
man to  do?  Since  he  finds  a state  of  things  which 
is  unalterable,  to  which  he  must  submit,  however, 
convinced  be  may  be  of  the  utility  of  a change, 
his  duty  is  to  accommodate  his  measures  to  this 
immutable  state  of  public  affairs.  Arid,  if  he  can- 
not trust  the  eight  or  nine  hundred  local  banks 
which  are  dispersed  through  the  country,  create  a 
federal  bank,  amenable  to  the  general  government, 
subject  to  its  inspection  and  authority,  and  capable 
of  supplying  a general  currency  worthy  of  its  con- 
fidence; make,  in  short,  the  government  of  the 
whole  partake  of  the  genius  and  conform  to  the 
fixed  character  of  the  parts. 

Mr.  President,  1 never  have  believed  that  the  local 
banks  were  competent  to  supply  such  a general 
currency,  of  uniform  value,  as  this  people  wants,  or 
to  perform  those  financial  offices  which  are  neces- 
sary to  a successful  administration  of  this  govern- 
ment. I pronounced  thqm  incompetent  at  the 
period  of  the  removal  of  the  deposites;  and  we 
foretold  the  unfortunate  state  of  things  that  now 
exist.  But  the  party  in  power,  which  now  de- 
nounce them,  proclaimed  their  entire  ability  not 
only  to  supply  as  good  but  a better  currency  than 
that,  which  was  furnished  by  the  Bank  of  the  U. 
States,  and  to  perform  all  the  financial  duties  which 
that  institution  fulfilled.  After  that  party  had  suc- 
ceeded in  putting  down  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Stales,  and  got  their  system  of  state  banks  into  full 
operation,  it  continued,  year  after  year,  to  an- 
nounce to  the  public  that  all  its  expectations  had 
been  fully  realized. 

A bank  of  the  United  States  established  by  this 
government  w'ould  not  only  furnish  it  a currency  in 
which  it  might  safely  confide,  in  all  receipts  and 
payments,  and  execute  every  financial  office,  but  it 
would  serve  as  a sentinel;  a cement,  and  a regulator 
to  the  state  banks.  The  senator  from  Pennsylvania 
has  urged  that  the  present  Bank  of  the  United  States 
of  Pennsylvania  has  a charter  more  extensive  than 
that  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  Stales;  that  it 
is  in  fact  the  old  bank  with  a new  charter;  and  that, 
with  all  its  vast  resources  and  means,  it  has  been  not 
only  unable  to  act  as  a regulator  of  the  local  banks, 
but  was  recently  the  first  to  set  the  pernicious  ex- 
ample of  a suspension  of  specie  payments. 

Mr.  President,  can  the  distinguished  senator  be 
serious  in  his  description  of  these  attributes  of  the 
Pennsylvania  bank?  Surely  he  must  have  intended 
that  part  of  his  speech  for  some  other  theatre.  In 
the  first  place,  Pennsylvania,  besides  sundry  other 
onerous  conditions  of  loans  and  subscriptions  to  ob- 
jects of  internal  improvements,  levied  upon  the  pre- 
sent bank,  in  the  form  of  bonus,  some  four  or  five 
millions  of  dollars.  Tiien,  the  general  government 
has  withdrawn  from  it  the  seven  millions  of  stock 
which  it  held  in  the  old  bank — a circumstance  which 
I have  no  doubt  has  tended  to  cripple  its  operations. 
And  it  is  wholly  without  the  deposites  of  the  go- 
vernment, which  the  former  bank  possessed.  In- 
stead of  being  an  ally,  the  general  government  has 
been  in  the  relation  of  an  enemy  to  it.  And  it  has 
had  to  encounter  all  the  enmity  of  a powerful  party 
within  the  bosom  of  the  commonwealth.  Sofarfiom 
assuming  the  office  of  a regulator  of  the  local  banks, 
its  late  distinguished  president,  upon  whose  authori- 
ty the  senator  relies  for  proof  of  the  extent  and  li- 
berality of  its  new  charter,  expressly  declared  that  it 
had  ceased  to  be  a general  agent,  and  had  retired 
within  the  circle  of  its  state  duties.  So  far  from 
having  derived  any  strength  from  its  connexion  with 
the  late  Bank  of  the  United  Slates,  there  cannot  be 
a doubt  that  that  connexion  rendered  it  far  less  effi- 
cient than  it  would  have  been,  if  it -had  gone  into 
operation  with  an  unencumbered  capital,  freshly 
subscribed,  of  thirty-five  millions  of  dollars. 

To  guard  against  all  misconception  or  misrepre- 
sentation, I repeat,  what  I said  on  a former  occasion, 
that,  although  I am  convinced,  thoroughly  convinc- 
ed, lliat  this  country  cannot  get  along  well  without 
a bank  of  the  United  States,  I have  no  thought  of 
proposing  such  a bank,  and  have  no  wish  to  see  it 
proposed  by  any  other,  until  it  is  demanded  by  a 
clear  and  undisputed  majority, of  the  people  of  the 
United  States. 

Seeing  that  a bank  of  tile  United  States  could  not 
be  established,  two  years  ago  T expressed  my  wil- 
lingness to  make  an  experiment  With  the  state  banks, 
rather  than  resort  to  this  perilous  measure.  And 


now,  such  arc  my  deep  convictions  of  the  fatal  ten- 
dency of  this  project  of  a sub-treasury,  that  1 would 
greatly  prefer  the  employment  of  the  agency  of 
state  banks.  But  whilst  I should  entertain  hopes 
of  their  success,  I confess  that  I should  not  be  with- 
out strong  apprehensions  of  their  failure.  My  be- 
lief is,  that  the  state  banks  will  be  constanly  ex- 
posed to  disorder  and  derangement  without  the  co- 
opcra'iou  of  a bank  of  (he  United  States;  and  that 
our  banking  system  will  only  be  safe  and  complete 
when  we  shall  have  both  a bank  of  the  United  States 
and  state  banks. 

We  are  told  by  the  president  of  the  United  Slates, 
in  his  message  at  ihe  opening  of  the  session,  that  a 
great  moneyed  power  exists  in  London  that  exerts  a 
powerful  influence  on  this  country;  that  it  is  the 
result  of  the  credit  system;  and  that  every  bank  es- 
tablished in  a remote  village  in  this  country  becomes 
bound  to  that  power  by  a cord,  which  it  touches  at 
its  pleasure. 

There  is,  sir,  some  truth  in  this  representation, 
and  every  genuine  American  must  feel  it  with  shame 
and  regret.  It  is  a melancholy  fact  that  the  arrival 
of  steam  vessels  in  the  port  of  New  York  from  Eng- 
land is  looked  for  with  more  curiosity  and  interest, 
on  account  of  the  financial  intelligence  which  they 
bear  from  London  and  the  Bank  of  England,  than  the 
arrival  of  the  mail  from  congress.  Our  people  have 
been  taught,  by  sad  experience,  to  expect  nothing 
good  from  the  councils  of  their  own  country,  and 
turn  their  attention  towards  the  operations  in  a fo- 
reign country.  Was  this  eager  inquiry  into  the 
transactions  of  the  Bank  of  England  made  during 
tiie  existence  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  No, 
sir,  no,  sir.  You  denounced  this  bank  as  a monster, 
destroyed  it;  and  you  have  thrown  us  into  the  jaws 
of  a foreign  monster  which  we  can  neither  cage  nor 
control.  You  tore  from  us  our  best  shield  against 
the  Bank  of  England,  and  now  profess  to  be  sur- 
prised at  the  influence  which  it  exercises  upon  our 
interests!  We  do  not  find  that  the  continental  na- 
tions of  Europe,  that  have  national  banks,  complain 
of  the  influence  of  the  Bank  of  England  upon  them. 
On  the  contrary,  the  Bank  of  England  lias  recently 
been  compelled  to  apply  to  the  Bank  of  France  for 
a large  sum  of  specie  to  sustain  its  credit  and  cha- 
racter. 

But,  sir,  we  must  look  to  higher  and  much  more 
potent  cause  than  the  operations  of  any  bank,  fo- 
reign ot  domestic,  for  the  lively  interest  which  is  felt 
in  this  country  in  the  monetary  transactions  of  Eng- 
land. In  England  the  credit  system,  as  it  is  called, 
exists  in  a much  more  extensive  degree  than  in  this 
country;  and  ifit  were  ofthe  nature  ofthat  system,  as 
is  alledged,  to  render  one  country  dependent  upon 
another,  why  should  not  England  be  more  dependent 
upon  us  than  we  upon  England?  The  real  cause  of 
our  dependence  arises  out  of  the  unfavorable  ba- 
lance of  our  foreign  trade.  We  import  too  much 
and  export  too  little.  We  buy  too  much  abroad,  make 
too  little  at  home.  If  we  would  shake  off  Ibis 
degrading  foreign  dependence,  we  must  produce 
more  or  buy  less.  Increase  our  productions,  in  all 
the  variety  of  forms  in  which  our  industry  car.  be 
employed;  augment  the  products  of  the  soil,  extend 
our  manufactures,  give  now  stimulus  to  our  tonnage 
and  fishing  interests,  sell  more  than  we  buy,  get 
out  of  debt  and  keep  out  of  debt  to  the  foreigner, 
and  he  will  no  longer  exert  an  influence  upon  our 
destiny. 

And  this  unfavorable  balance  of  our  foreign  trade 
is  wholly  independent  of  and  unconnected  with  the 
nature,  of  the  character  of  the  currency  of  the  coun- 
try, whether  it  be  exclusively  metallic,  or  mixed  of 
paper  and  the  precious  metals.  England,  in  a great 
measure,  by  means  of  that  credit  or  paper  system, 
now  so  much  denounced,  has  become  the  centre  of 
the  commerce,  the  exchanges,  and  the  moneyed 
operations  of  the  world.  By  the  extent,  variety  and 
perfection  of  her  manufactures,  she  lays  most  na- 
tions that  admit  them  freely  under  contribution  to 
her.  And,  if  we  had  no  currency  but  specie,  we 
should  be  just  as  much  exposed  to  the  moneyed 
power  of  London,  or,  which  is  the  true  state  of  the 
case,  to  the  effects  of  an  unfavorable  balance  of  trade, 
as  vve  now  are.  We  should  probably  be  more  so; 
because  a large  portion  of  the  specie  of  the  country 
being  in  the  vaults  of  a few  depositories,  it  would 
be  easier  then  to  obtain  it  for  exportation,  in  the 
opeiations  of  commerce,  than  now,  when  it  is  dis- 
persed among  nine  hundred  or  a thousand  banks. 

What  was  our  condition  during  the  colonial  state, 
when,  with  the  exception  of  small  amounts  of  go- 
vernment paper  money,  we  had  no  currency  but 
specie,  and  no  banks?  'Were  we  not  constantly  and 
largely  in  debt  to  England?  Was  not  our  specie 
perpetually  drained  to  obtain  supplies  of  Btitisli 
goods?  Do  not  you  recollect  that  the  subject  ofthe 
British  debts  formed  one  of  those  matters  which 
were  embraced  in  the  negotiatiijns  and  treaty  of 
peace  which  terminated  tiie  revolutionary  war?  And 


406 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— FEB.  22,  1840— SPEECH  OF  MR.  CLAY,  OF  KY. 


that  it  was  a topic  of  angry  and  protracted  discus- 
sion long  after,  until  it  was  finally  arranged  by  Mr. 
Jay’s  treaty  of  179-1? 

Look  into  the  works  of  Dr.  Franklin,  in  which 
there  is  more  practical  good  sense  to  be  found  than 
is  to  be  met  with  in  the  same  compass  any  where. 
He  was  the  agent  of  Pennsylvania  from  about  the 
middle  of  the  last  century  until  the  breaking  out  of 
the  revolutionary  war,  and  a part  of  the  time  the 
agent,  also,  of  the  colonies  of  Georgia  and  Massa- 
chusetts. His  correspondence  shows  that  the  specie 
of  the  colonies  was  constantly  flowing  from  them 
for  the  purchase  of  British  goods,  insomuch  that  the 
colonies  were  left  absolutely  destitute  of  a local  cur- 
rency; and  one  of  the  main  objects  of  his  agency 
was  to  obtain  the  sanction  of  the  parent  country  to 
those  issues  of  paper  money  which  the  necessities 
of  Pennsylvania  compelled  her  to  make.  The  issue 
was  strenuously  opposed  by  the  merchants  engaged 
in  the  American  trade,  on  account  of  the  difficulty 
which  it  created  in  making  collections  and  remit- 
tances home.  So  great  was  that  drain  of  specie, 
that  we  know  that  Virginia  and  other  colonies  were 
constrained  to  adopt  tobacco  as  a substitute  for 
money. 

The  principal  cause,  therefore,  of  the  influence 
of  the  moneyed  power  of  London'  over  this  country 
is  to  be  found  in  the  vast  extent  of  our  dealings  with 
her.  The  true  remedy  is  to  increase  our  manu- 
factures and  purchase  less  of  hers,  and  to  augment 
our  exports  by  all  the  means  in  our  power,  and  to 
diminish  our  imports  as  much  as  possible.  We 
must  increase  our  productions,  or  economize  much 
more  than  we  have  done.  New  Jersey,  before  the 
revolution,  being  much  pressed  for  £300,000  stor- 
ing, Dr.  Franklin  proposed  a plan  by  which  she 
could,  in  one  year,  make  up  that  sum.  The  plan 
was  this:  She  was  in  the  habit  of  importing  annual- 
ly from  England  merchandise  to  the  amount  of 
£200,000.  He  recommended  that  the  ladies  should 
buy  only  half  the  amount  of  silks,  calicoes,  teas,  See. 
during  the  year,  which  they  had  been  in  the  habit 
of  consuming;  and  in  this  way,  by  saving,  ihe  colo- 
ny would  make  the  required  sum  of  £ 100,000.  If 
we  would,  for  a few  years,  import  only  half  the 
amount  from  England  that  we  have  been  in  the 
habit  of  doing,  we  should  no  longer  feel  the  influ- 
ence of  the  London  money  power. 

Mr.  President,  gentlemen,  in  my  humble  opinion, 
utterly  deceive  themselves  in  supposing  that  this 
measure  is  demanded  by  a majority  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States,  and  in  alleging  that  this  is  proven 
by  the  result  of  elections  of  the  past  year.  That 
there  were  a vast  majority  of  them  opposed  to  it 
was  demonstrated  incontestably  by  previoi  s elec- 
tions. The  elections  of  the  last  year  did  not  in  ma- 
ny, perhaps  most  instances,  turn  at  all  upon  the 
merits  of  this  measure.  In  several  states  the  peo- 
ple were  deceived  by  assurances  that  the  sub- 
treasury  was  at  an  end,  and  would  be  no  longer 
agitated.  In  others,  the  people  had  reason  to  be 
dissatisfied  with  the  conduct  of  their  banks;  and 
they  were  artfully  led  to  believe  that  this  bill  would 
supply  a corrective  of  the  errors  of  the  banking 
system.  And  where  they  have  apparently  yielded 
their  assent  to  the  bill,  it  has  been  that  sort  of  assent 
which  the  patient  yields,  whose  constitution  has 
been  exhausted  and  destroyed  by  the  experiments 
of  empiricism,  and  who  finally  consents  to  take  the 
last  quack  medicine  offered  to  him  in  the  hope  of 
saving  his  life.  I know  the  people  of  the  United 
States  well.  They  are  ever  ready  cheerfully  to 
submit  to  any  burden  demanded  by  the  interest,  the 
honor,  or  the  glory  of  their  country.  But  what  peo- 
ple ever  consented  to  increase  their  own  burdens 
unnecessarily?  The  effect  of  this  measure  is,  by 
exacting  specie  exclusively  from  the  people,  and 
paying  it  out  to  the  official  corps  and  the  public 
creditor,  to  augment  the  burdens  of  the  people,  and 
to  swell  the  emoluments  of  office.  It  is  an  insult  to 
the  understanding  and  judgment  of  the  enlightened 
people  of  the  United  States  to  assert  that  they  can 
approve  such  a measure. 

No  true  patriot  can  contemplate  the  course  of  the 
party  in  power  without  the  most  painful  and  morti- 
fied feelings.  They  began  some  years  ago  their 
war  on  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  It  was  dan- 
gerous to  liberty;  it  had  tailed  to  fulfil  the  purposes 
of  its  institution;  it  did  not  furnish  a sound  curren- 
cy, although  Ihe  sun,  in  all  its  course,  never  shone 
upon  a better;  it  was,  in  short,  a monster,  which 
wa3  condemned  to  death,  and  it  was  executed  ac- 
cordingly. During  the  progress  of  that  war,  the 
state  banks  were  the  constant  theme  of  praise,  in 
speech  and  song,  of  the  dominant  party.  They 
were  the  best  institutions  in  the  world,  free  from  all 
danger  to  public  liberty,  capable  of  carrying  on  the 
exchanges  of  the  country,  and  of  performing  the 
financial  duties  to  government,  and  of  supplying  a 
far  better  currency  for  the  people  than  the  Bank  of 
tiie  United  States.  We  told  you  that  the  state  banks 


would  notr  do,  without  the  co-operation  of  a bank 
of  the  United  States.  We  told  you  that  you  would 
find  them  a weak  league — a mere  fleet  of  open  boats 
tied  together  by  a hickory  withe,  and  which  the 
first  storm  would  disperse  and  upset.  But  you 
scorned  all  our  warnings;  and  eontirtued,  year  after 
year,  to  puff  arid  praise  the  operations  of  these 
banks.  You  had  the  boldness,  in  the  face  of  this 
abused  nation,  to  aver  that  the  country  had  been 
supplied  by  them  with  a better  currency  and  better 
exchanges  than  it  had  been  , by  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States?  Well,  by  your  own  measures,  by 
your  treasury  circular,  distribution  of  the  surplus, 
&c.  you  accelerated  Ihe  catastrophe  of  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  banks.  You  began  with  promises  to  the 
people  of  better  currency,  better  times,  more  securi- 
ty to  civil  liberty;  and  you  end  with  no  currency  at 
all,  the  worst  possible  times,  an  increase  of  execu- 
tive power,  and  a consequent  increase  of  danger  to 
civil  liberty.  You  began  with  promises  to  fill  the 
pockets  of  the  people,  and  you  end  with  emptying 
theirs  and  filling  your  own. 

1 now  proceed,  sir,  to  the  object  which  constituted 
the  main  purposes  of  my  rising  at  this  time.  I have 
hitherto  considered  the  bill,  as  its  friends  in  the  se- 
nate represent  it,  as  a measure  simply  for  exacting 1 
specie,  keeping  it  in  the  custody  of  officers  of  the 
government,  and  disbursing  it  in  a course  of  ad- 
ministration. I mean  now  to  show  that,  whatever 
its  friends  here  may  profess  or  believe,  the  bill  lays 
the  foundations  deep  and  broad  of  a government 
bank — a treasury  bank,  under  the  sole  management 
of  the  president.  Let  us  first  define  a bank.  It  may 
have  three  faculties,  separately  or  combined.  The 
faculty  of  issues,  entering  into  and  forming  a part  of 
the  circulating  medium  of  the  country;  that  of  re- 
ceiving deposites;  and  that  of  making  discounts. 
Any  one  of  these  three  faculties  makes  it  a bank; 
and  by  far  the  most  important  of  the  three  is  that  of 
the  power  of  issues.  That  this  bill  creates  a bank 
of  issues,  I most  sincerely  believe,  and  shall  now 
attempt  to  prove;  and  the  proof  will  be  first  ex- 
traneous, and  secondly  intrinsic. 

As  to  the  extraneous  proof,  I rely  upon  the  re- 
peated declarations  of  the  late  president  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  in  his  annual  messages.  On  more  than 
one  occasion  he  stated  the  practicability  of  esta- 
blishing a bank  on  the  revenue  of  the  government, 
and  to  be  under  the  superintendence  of  the  secreta- 
ry of  the  treasury.  And  when  he  vetoed  the  charter 
of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States,  he  expressly 
declared  that,  it  congress  had  applied  to  him,  he 
could  have  furnished  the  scheme  of  a bank  free  from 
all  constitutional  objections;  doubtless  meaning  a 
treasury  bank.  The  present  chief  magistrate  and 
the  present  secretary  of  the  treasury  have,  also,  re- 
peatedly, in  language,  in  their  messages  and  reports, 
characteristically  ambiguous,  it  is  true,  but  suffi- 
ciently intelligible,  intimated  the  facilities  which 
the  commerce  and  business  of  the  country  would 
derive  from  the  drafts  issued  by  the  treasury  in  vir- 
tue of  this  bill.  The  party,  its  press,  and  its  leaders, 
have  constantly  put  this  sub  treasury  scheme  in 
competition  with  a bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
contended  that  the  issue  was  sub-treasury  or  bank 
of  the  United  States.  But  how  can  they  be  com- 
pared, or  come  in  competition  with  each  other,  if 
the  most  important  function  of  a bank  of  the  United 
States — that  of  supplying  a medium  of  general  cir- 
culation and  uniform  value — is  not  to  be  performed 
under  this  bill? 

I pass  to  the  more  important,  and,  I think,  con- 
clusive proof,  supplied  by  the  provisions  themselves 
of  the  bill.  After  providing  that  all  money  paid  to 
government  for  duties,  public  lands,  and  other  dues, 
shall  be  deposited  with  the  treausurer  of  the  United 
States,  the  receivers  general  and  the  mints,  the  tenth 
section  enacts: 

“That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  to  transfer  the  moneys  in  the  hands  of  any 
depositary  hereby  constituted,  to  the  treasury  of  the 
United  States;  to  the  mint  at  Philadelphia;  to  the 
branch  mint  at  New  Orleans;  or  to  the  offices  of 
either  of  the  receivers  general  of  public  moneys,  by 
this  act  directed  to  be  appointed;  to  be  there  safely 
kept,  according  to  the  provisions  of  this  act;  and 
also  to  transfer  moneys  in  the  hands  of  any  one  de- 
positary constituted  by  this  act,  to  any  other  deposi- 
tary constituted  by  the  same,  at  his  discretion,  and 
as  the  safety  of  the  public  moneys  and  the  conve- 
nience of  the  public  service  shall  seem  to  him  to 
require;  which  authority  to  transfer  the  moneys  be- 
longing to  the  post  office  department  is  also  hereby 
confeired  upon  the  postmaster  general,  so  far  as  its 
exercise  by  him  may  be  consistent  with  the  provi- 
sions of  existing  laws;  and  every  depositary  consti- 
tuted by  this  act  shall  keep  his  account  of  the  mo- 
ney paid  to  or  deposited  with  him,  belonging  to  the 
post  office  department,  sepaiate  and  distinct  from 
the  account  kept  by  him  of  other  public  moneys  so 
paid  of  deposited.  And  for  the  purpose  of  pay- 


ments on  the  public  account,  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  treasurer  of  the  United  States  to  draw  upon  any 
of  the  said  depositaries,  as  he  may  think  most  con- 
ducive to  the  public  interests,  or  to  the  convenience 
of  the  public  creditors,  or  both.” 

Thus  is  the  secretary  invested  with  unlimited  au- 
thority to  transfer  the  public  money  from  one  depo- 
sitary to  another,  and  to  concentrate  it  all,  if  he 
pleases,  at  a single  point.  But,  without  this  provi- 
sion, the  city  of  New  York  necessarily  must  be  the 
place  at  which  the  largest  portion  of  the  public  mo- 
ney will  be  constantly  in  deposite.  It  collects  alone 
about  two-thirds  of  the  duties  on  imports,  and  is 
becoming,  it  it  be  not  already,  the  money  centre  of 
the  United  States.  It  is  not  indispensable,  to  create 
a bank  of  issues,  that  the  place  of  issue  and  the 
place  of  payment  should  be  identical.  The  issue 
of  the  paper  may  be  at  one  city,  and  the  place  of 
payment  may  be  a different  and  even  distant  city. 
Nor  is  the  form  of  the  paper  material,  so  as  to  carry 
it  into  the  general  circulation  of  the  money  of  the 
country.  Whether  it  be  in  the  shape  of  batik  notes, 
bank  check,  post  notes,  or  treasury  drafts,  is  of  no 
consequence.  If  there  be  confidence  in  it,  and  the 
paper  be  of  convenient  amount,  passes  by  delivery, 
and  entitles  the  holder  to'  demand  the  specie  upon 
its  face,  at  his  pleasure,  it  will  enter  into  the  gene- 
ral circulation;  and  the  extent  of  its  circulation  will 
be  governed  by  the  amount  issued,  and  the  confi- 
dence which  it  enjoys. 

I presume  that  no  one  will  contest  these  princi- 
ples. Let  us  apply  them  to  the  provisions  of  this 
bill.  The  last  clause  of  the  tenth  section,  already 
cited,  declares: 

“And  for  the  purpose  of  payments  on  the  public 
account,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  treasurer  of  the 
United  States  to  draw  upon  any  of  the  said  deposi- 
taries as  he  may  think  most  conducive  to  the  public 
interests,  or  to  the  convenience  of  the  public  credi- 
tors, or  both.” 

Here  is  no  restriction  whatever  as  to  the  amount 
or  form  of  the  draft.  There  is  nothing  to  prevent 
his  making  it  for  $100,  or  $50,  or  $10.  There  is 
nothing  to  prevent  the  use  of  bank  paper;  and  the 
draft  will  have  the  number  of  signatures  usual  to 
bank  paper.  It  will  or  may  be  signed  by  the  trea- 
surer, register  and  comptroller. 

Now,  sir,  let  me  suppose  that  a citizen  has  a de- 
mand upon  the  government  for  $5,000,  and  applies 
to  the  treasurer  for  payment.  On  what  receiver  ge- 
neral will  you,  he  will  be  asked,  have  the  amount? 
On  the  receiver  general  at  New  York?  In  what 
sum’  One-half  of  the  sum  in  drafts  of  $100,  and 
the  other  in  drafts  of  $50.  The  treasurer  cannot 
lawfully  decline  furnishing  the  required  drafts.  He 
is  bound  by  law  to  consult  the  convenience  of  the 
public  creditor.  The  drafts  aie  given  to  him.  What 
will  he  do  with  them?  There  is  not  a spot,  in  the 
whole  circumference  of  the  U.  States,  in  which  these 
drafts  will  not  command  a premium  or  be  at  par. 
Every  where  to  the  south  and  west  of  New  York 
they  will  command  a premium  of  from  1-4  to  2 1-2 
per  cent.  Every  where,  east  and  north,  they  will 
be  at  par.  What  I again  ask,  will  the  holder  do  with 
them?  Will  he  commit  the  indiscretion  or  folly  of 
cashing  these  drafts,  and  expose  himself  to  the  hazard 
and  in  convenience  of  losing  or  carrying  the  specie 
about  him?  No  such  thing.  Being  every  where 
better  than  or  equal  to  specie,  he  will  retain  the  drafts 
and  carry  them  withhim  to  his  home,  and  use- them  in 
his  business.  What  I have  supposed  likely  to  be  done 
by  one,  will  be  done  by  every  creditor  of  the  govern- 
ment. These  drafts,  to  a considerable  extent,  will  re- 
main out,  enter  the  general  circulation,  and  compose 
a partof  the  common  currency  of  the  country,  com- 
manding, at  particular  places,  as  notes  of  the  Bank  of 
the  U.  States  have  done:  and  now  do,  a premium,  but 
any  where  being  certainly  good  for  the  amount  on 
their  face.  Ail  this  is  perfectly  plain  and  inevitable. 
And  the  amount  of  this  demerit  of  government  drafts, 
in  the  general  currency  of  the  country,  will  be  some- 
what governed  by  the  amount  of  the  annual  dis- 
bursements of  the  government.  In  the  early  admi- 
nistration of  this  treasury  bank,  its  paper  will  com- 
mand general  and  implicit  confidence.  It  will  be  as 
much  better  than  the  paper  of  the  Bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  or  the  Bank  of  England,  as  the  resources 
of  the  United  States  are  superior  to  those  of  any 
mere  private  corporation.  Sub-treasurers  and  re- 
ceivers general  may  fly  with  the  public  money  com- 
mitted to  their  charge — may  peculate  or  speculate 
as  they  please,  and,  unlike  the  condition  of  banks, 
whose  fraudulent  officers  squander  the  means  of  those 
institutions,  the  nation  remains  bound  for  the  re- 
demption of  all  paper  issued  under  its  authority.  But 
the  papper  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States  ac- 
quired a confidence  every  where,  more  or  less,  in 
and  out  of  the  United  States.  It  was  received  in 
Canada,  in  Europe,  and  at  Canton.  The  govern- 
ment drafts  upon  receivers  general  will  have  amuch 
more  sure  and  extensive  circulation?  Who  will 
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doubt  their  payment?  Who  will  question  the 
honor  and  good  faith  of  the  United  States  in  their 
redemption*  The  bankers  of  Europe — the  Roths- 
childs and  the  Barings — will  receive  them  with- 
out hesitation,  and  prefer  them  to  the  specie 
they  represen',  whenever  the  rate  of  exchange 
is  not  decidedly  against  this  country,  because 
they  can  be  mure  safely  and  conveniently  kept 
than  specie  itself.  And,  with  respect  to  our  state 
banks,  the  treasury  drafts  will  form  the  basis  of  their 
operations.  They  will  be  preferred  to  specie,  be- 
cause they  will  be  more  convenient  and  free  from 
the  hazards  incident  to  the  possession  of  specie. 
The  banks  will  require  no  more  specie  than  the 
wants  of  the  community  lor  change  make  necessa- 
ry. 

Thus,  sir,  will  these  government  drafts,  or  bank 
notes,  as  they  may  be  called,  remain  out  in  circula- 
tion. The  i-sues  of  the  first  year,  under  appropria- 
tions of  the  public  revenue,  will  be  followed  by  the 
issues  of  succeeding  years.  More  and  more  will  it 
be  perceived  to  be  needless  and  indiscreet  to  cash 
them;  and  more  and  more  will  the  specie  of  the 
country  accumulate  in  the  custody  of  the  receivers 
general,  until,  after  a few  years,  the  greater  part  of 
the  specie  of  the  country  will  be  found  in  the  vaults 
of  the  depositaries,  represented  by  an  equal  amount 
of  government  paper  in  circulation.  I can  con- 
ceive of  no  case  or  motive  but  one  for  withdrawing 
the  specie  from  the  vaults  of  the  depositaries,  and 
that  is,  when,  from  an  unfavorable  state  of  our  fo- 
reign trade,  the  course  of  foreign  exchange  is  much 
against  us;  and  then  this  system  will  furnish  great 
facilities  to  the  export  of  the  precious  metals. 

In  process  of  time,  it  will  be  seen,  as  was  observ- 
ed with  respect  to  the  Bank  of  Amsterdam,  that 
there  is  a much  Larger  amount  of  specie  in  deposite 
with  the  receivers  general  than  is  likely  to  be  called 
for  by  the  paper  representing  it  in  circulation,  in  the 
common  transactions  of  the  business  and  commerce 
of  the  country.  And  what  has  been  done  before 
will  be  done  again.  Government,  in  a time  of  ne- 
cessity, will  be  tempted  to  increase  its  paper  issues 
upon  the  credit  of  lhi3  dormant  specie  capital,  it 
will  be  tempted  again  ami  again  to  resort  to  this  ex- 
pedient, since  it  is  easier  to  make  emissions  of  paper 
than  to  lay  the  burden  of  taxation  on  the  people. 
The  history  of  American  paper  money,  during  the 
revolution,  of  French  assignats  and  of  government 
banks,  throughout  the  world,  tells  the  whole  tale, 
and  gives  you  the  denouement. 

But  we  shall  he  informed,  as  has  been  insisted, 
that  this  bill  cautiously  guards  against  the  degene- 
racy of  the  system  into  a government  bank,  by  the 
provision,  contained  in  the  23d  section,  enjoining 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  “to  issue  and  publish 
regulations  to  enforce  the  speedy  presentation  of 
all  government  drafts  for  payment  at  the  places 
where  payable;  and  to  prescribe  the  time,  accord- 
ing to  the  different  distances  of  the  depositaries 
from  the  seat  of  government,  within  which  all  drafts 
upon  them,  respectively,  shall  be  presented  for  pay- 
ment; and,  in  default  of  such  presentation,  to  direct 
any  other  mode  and  place  of  payment  which  he  may 
deem  proper .” 

Then  it  is  to  depend  upon  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  whether  we  have  a government  bank  or 
not!  We  are  delivered  over  to  the  tender  mercies 
of  his  legislation  in  the  form  of  the  regulations 
which  he  may  choose  to  issue  and  publish!  And 
the  extraordinary  power  is  vested  in  him,  if  any 
dare  violate  his  regulations,  of  denouncing  the 
severe  penalty  of  receiving  payment  “in  any  other 
mode  and  place  which  he  may  deem  proper.”  Now, 
sir,  between  a draft  on  the  receivers  general  at  St. 
Louis  and  at  New  York,  there  will  be  a difference 
at  all  times  of  at  least  two  per  cent.;  and  at  some 
periods  a much  greater  difference.  Is  it  fitting — is 
it  in  accordance  with  the  genius  of  free  institutions, 
witli  the  spirit  of  a country  of  laws,  (o  confide  such 
a power  to  a mere  secretary  of  the  treasury?  What 
a power  is  it  not  to  reward  political  friends  or 
punish  political  enemies. 

But,  sir,  I look  at  the  matter  of  this  restriction  in 
a higher  point  of  view.  You  cannot  maintain  it.— 
Why  should  you?  You  have  provided  all  the 
means,  as  you  profess  to  believe,  of  perfect  security 
for  the  custody  of  the  public  money  in  these  public 
depositaries.  Why  should  you  require  the  holder 
of  a government  draft,  often  ignorant  of  the  legisla- 
tion of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  to  present  it 
for  payment  by  a given  day,  under  a severe  penalty, 
depending  upon  his  discretion?  Will  not  the  incon- 
venience to  the  community,  of  a precise  day  and  a 
short  day,  (or  the  presentation  of  the  draft  be  vastly 
greater  than  that  of  the  public  in  retaining  the 
money  for  an  indefinite  day,  until  it  suits  the  hol- 
der’s convenience  to  demand  payment?  And  will 
you  not  be  tempted  to  keep  possession  of  the  specie, 
for  the  incidental  advantages  which  it  affords?  Ah! 
sir;  are  we  to  overlook  the  possible  uses  to  which, 


in  corrupt  days  of  the  republic,  this  dormant  specie 
may  be  applied  in  the  crisis  of  a political  election 
or  the  crisis  of  the  existence  of  a party  in  power? 

Congiess  will  be  called  upon,  imperatively  called 
upon,  by  the  people,  to  abolish  all  restrictions 
which  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  may  promulgate 
for  the  speedy  presentation  for  payment  of  govern- 
ment drafts.  The  wants  of  the  people  and  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  country  for  a paper  medium,  possess- 
ing a uniform  value,  and  capable  of  general  circu- 
lation, will  demand  it  at  your  hands,  and  you  will 
be  most  ready  to  grant  the  required  boon.  We 
should  regard  the  system  according  to  its  true  and 
inherent  character,  and  not  be  deceived  by  pro- 
visions, inevitably  temporary  in  their  nature,  which 
the  policy  or  the  prudence  of  its  authors  may  throw 
around  it’.  The  greatest  want  of  this  country,  at 
the  present  period,  in  its  circulating  medium,  is 
some  convertible  paper,  which,  at  every  extremity 
of  the  union,  will  command  the  confidence  of  the 
public,  and  circulate  without  depreciation.  Such 
a paper  will  be  supplied  in  the  form  of  these  go- 
vernment drafts. 

But  if  the  restriction  which  I have  been  consider- 
ing could  be  enforced  and  continued,  it  would  not 
alter  the  bank  character  of  this  measure.  Bank  or  no 
bank  is  a question  not  depending  upon  the  duration 
ot  time  which  its  issues  remain  out,  but  upon  the 
office  which  they  perform  whilst  out.  The  notes  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  of  Pennsylvania  are 
not  deprived  of  their  character  of  composing  a part 
of  the  circulating  medium  of  the  country,  although 
they  might  be  returned  to  the  bank  in  some  ten  or 
twenty  days  after  their  issue. 

I know  that  it  lias  been  argued,  and  will  be  ar- 
gued again  that  at  all  times,  since  the  commence- 
ment of  the  government,  the  practice  of  the  treasu- 
ry has  been  to  issue  its  drafts  upon  the  public  de- 
positaries; that  these  drafts  have  not  heretofore  cir- 
culated as  money;  and  that,  if  they  now  do,  it  is  an 
incident  which  ’ attaches  no  blame  to  the  govern- 
ment. 

But  heretofore  these  drafts  were  issued  upon 
banks,  and  the  holders  of  them  passed  to  their 
credit  with  the  banks,  or  received  payment  in  bank 
notes.  The  habit  of  the  country— and  habit  is  a 
great  tiling — was  to  use  bank  notes.  Moreover,  there 
were  bank  notes  of  every  kind  in  use — those  which 
were  local  and  those  which  were  general  in  their 
credit  and  circulation.  Now,  having  no  Bank  of 
the  United  States  in  existence,  there  are  no  bank 
notes  which  maintain  the  same  value,  and  command 
(he  pulic  confidence,  throughout  the  union.  You 
create,  therefore,  an  inexorable  necessity  for  the 
use  of  government  drafts  as  a medium  of  general 
circulation,  and  argue  from  a state  of  things  when 
no  such  necessity  existed! 

The  protestation  of  the  friends  of  the  bill  in  this 
chamber,  the  denunciations  of  its  opponents,  and 
the  just  horror  which  the  people  entertain  of  a go- 
vernment. bank,  may  prompt  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  slowly  and  slyly  to  lift  the  veil  which 
masks  its  true  featares.  A government  bank  may 
not  suddenly  burst  upon  us,  but  there  it  is,  embodied 
in  this  bill.  And  it  is  not  the  least  objection  to  the 
measure  that  it  depends  upon  the  the  discretion  of  a 
secretary  of  the  treasury  to  retard  or  accelerate  the 
commencement  of  its  operation  at  his  pleasure. — 
Let  the  re-election  of  the  present  chief  magistrate 
be  secured,  and  you  will  soon  see  the  bank  dis- 
closing its  genuine  character.  But,  thanks  be  to 
God,  there  is  a day  of  reckoning  at  hand.  All  the 
signs  of  tlie  times  clearly  indicate  its  approach. — 
And  on  the  4th  day  of  March,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  1341,  I trust  that  the  long  account  of  the 
abuses  and  corruptions  of  this  administration,  in 
which  this  measure  will  be  a conspicuous  item, 
will  be  finally  and  forever  adjusted. 

Mr.  President,  who  is  to  have  the  absolute  con- 
trol of  this  government  bank?  We  have  seen,  with- 
in a few  years  past,  a most  extraordinary  power  as- 
serted and  exercised.  We  have  seen,  in  a free,  re- 
presentative, republican  government,  the  power 
claimed  by  the  executive,  and  it  is  now  daily  en- 
forced, of  dismissing  all  officers  of  the  government, 
without  any  other  cause  than  a mere  difference  of 
opinion.  No  matter  what  may  be  the  merits  of  the 
officer;  no  matter  how  long  and  how  faithfully  he 
may  have  served  the  public;  no  matter  what  sacri- 
fices he  may  have  made;  no  matter  how  incompe- 
tent, from  age  and  poverty,  he  may  be  to  gain  a 
subsistence  for  himself  and  his  family,  he  is  driven 
out  to  indigence  and  want  for  no  other  reason  than 
that  be  differs  in  opinion  with  the  president  on  the 
sub-treasury,  oi  some  other  of  the  various  experi- 
ments upon  the  prosperity  of  this  people.  But  this 
is  not  all.  If  you  call  upon  the  president  to  state  the 
reasons  which  induced  him,  in  any  particular  in- 
stance, to  exercise  this  tremendous  power  of  dis- 
mission, wrapping  himself  up  in  all  the  dignity  and 
arrogance  of  royal  majesty,  he  refuses  to  assign  any 


reason  whatever,  and  tells  you  that  it  is  his  peroga- 
tive!  That  you  have  no  right  to  interrogate  him  as 
to  the  motives  which  have  prompted  him  in  the 
exercise  of  any  of  his  constitutional  powers!  Nay, 
more;  if  3’ou  apply  to  a subordinate — a mere  minion 
of  power — to  inform  you  why  he  has  dismissed  any 
of  his  subordinates,  he  replies  that  he  will  not  com- 
municate the  grounds  of  his  action.  I have  under- 
stood that,  in  more  cases  than  one,  the  person  act- 
ing as  postmaster  general  has  refused  this  session 
to  inform  members  of  congress  of  the  grounds  on 
which  he  has  dismissed  deputy  postmasters.  We 
have  witnessed  the  application  of  this  power  of  a 
treasurer  of  the  United  States  recently,  without  the 
pretence  of  his  failure  to  discharge  his  public  du- 
ties, all  of  which  lie  performed  with  scrupulous  ex- 
actness, honor  and  probity. 

And  what,  sir,  is  the  consequence  of  a power  so 
claimed  and  so  exercised.  The  first  is,  that,  ill  a 
country  of  constitution  and  laws,  the  basis  and  the 
genius  of  which  are,  that  there  is,  or  should  be,  the 
most  perfect  responsibility  on  the  part  of  every, 
even  the  highest  functionary,  here  is  a vast  power, 
daily  exercised  with  the  most  perfect  impunity,  and 
without  the  possibility  of  arraigning  a gtiilly  chief 
magistrate.  For  how  can  he  be  impeached  or 
brought  to  trial  if  he  will  not  disclose,  and  you  have 
no  adequate  means  of  ascertaining,  the  grounds  on 
which  he  has  acted? 

The  next  consequence  is  that,  as  all  the  officers 
ol  government,  who  hold  their  offices  b}’  the  tenure 
to  which  I allude,  hold  them  at  the  president’s 
mercy,  and  without  the  possibility  of  finding  any 
redress  if  they  are  dismissed  without  cause,  they' 
become  his  pliant  creatures,  and  feel  that  they  are 
bound  implicitly  to  obey  bis  will. 

Now,  sir,  put  this  government  bank  into  opera- 
tion, and  who  aie  to  be  charged  with  the  adminis- 
tration of  its  operations?  The  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States,  the  re- 
gister and  the  comptroller  of  the  treasury,  and  the 
receivers  general,  & c.  Every  one  of  them  holding 
bis  office  at  the  pleasure  and  mercy  of  the  president. 
Every  one  of  them,  perhaps,  depending  for  his 
bread  upon  the  will  of  the  president.  Every  one  of 
them  taught,  by  sad  experience,  to  know  that  his 
safest  course  is  to  mould  his  opinions  and  shape  his 
conduct  so  as  to  please  the  president.  Every  one 
of  them  knowing  perfectly  that,  if  dismissed,  lie  is 
without  the  possibility  of  any  remedy  or  redress 
whatever.  In  such  a deplorable  state  of  things, 
this  government  bank  will  be  the  mere  bank  of  the 
president  of  the  United  States.  He  will  be  the  presi- 
dent, cashier  and  teller.  Yes,  sir,  this  complete  sub- 
jection of  all  the  subordinate  officers  of'  the  govern- 
ment to  the  will  of  the  president  will  make  him 
sole  director,  president,  cashier  and  teller  of  this 
government  bank.  The  so  much  dreaded  union  of 
the  purse  and  the  sword  will  at  last  be  consummat- 
ed. And  the  usurpation,  by  which  the  public  de- 
posites,  in  1837,  were  removed,  by  the  advancement 
of  the  one  and  the  removal  of  another  secretary  of 
the  treasury,  will  not  only  be  finally  legalized  and 
sanctioned,  but  the  enormity  of  the  danger  of  that 
precedent  will  be  transcended  by  a deliberate  act 
of  the  congress  of  the  United  States! 

Mr.  President,  for  ten  long  years  we  have  been 
warring  against  the  alarming  growth  of  executive 
power;  but,  although  we  have  been  occasionally 
cheered,  it  has  been  constantly  advancing  and  never 
receding.  You  may  talk  as  you  please  about  bank 
expansions.  There  has  been  no  pernicious  expan- 
sion in  this  country  like  that  of  executive  power; 
and,  unlike  the  operations  of  banks,  tifjg  power  nel 
ver  has  any  periods  of  contraction.  You  may 
denounce  as  you  please  the  usurpations  of  congress. 
1'iiere  lias  been  no  usurpation  but  that  of  the  execu- 
tive, which  has  been  both  of  the  powers  of  other  co- 
ordinate departments  ol  this  government  and  upon 
the  states.  There  scarcely  remains  any  power  in 
this  government  but  that  of  the  president.  He  sug- 
gests, originates,  controls,  checks  every  thing.  The 
insatiable  spirit. of  the  Stuarts,  lor  power  and  pre- 
rogative, was  brought  upon  our  American  throne 
on  the  4th  of  March,  1829.  It  came  under  all  the 
usual  false  and  hypocritical  pretences  and  disguises 
of  love  of  the  people,  desire  of  reform,  and  diffi- 
dence of  power.  The  Scotch  dyhasty  still  continues. 
We  have  had  Charles  the  first,  and  now  have  Charles 
the  second.  But  I again  thank  God  that  our  deli- 
verance is  not  distant:  and  that,  on  the  4th  of  March, 
1341,  a great  and  glorious  revolution,  without  blood 
and  with  convulsion,  will  be  achieved. 


ASSUMPTION  OF  STATE  DEBTS. 

Mr.  Grundy,  from  the  select  committee,  appoint- 
ed  on  tile  17th  January  last,  made  the  following 
kepokt: 

The  following  resolutions,  introduced  by  a sena- 
tor from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Benton ],  were  referred  by 
the  senate  to  a select  committee: 
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Jlesolved,  That  there  is  nothing  in  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  which  can  authorise  the 
legislative  power  of  the  union  to  assume  the  debts 
of  the  states  which  have  been  contracted  for  local 
objects  and  state  purposes. 

2.  That  the  assumption  of  such  debts  either 
openly  by  a direct  promise  to  pay  them,  or  dis- 
guisedly  by  going  security  for  their  payment,  or  by 
creating  surplus  revenue  or  applying  the  national 
funds  to  pay  them,  would  be  a gross  and  flagrant 
violation  of  the  constitution,  wholly  unwarranted 
by  the  letter  or  spirit  of  that  instrument,  and  utter- 
ly repugnant  to  all  the  objects  and  purposes  for 
which  the  federal  union  was  formed. 

3.  That  besides  its  flagrant  unconstitutionality, 
such  assumption  would  be  unjust,  unwise,  impoli- 
tic and  dangerous,  compelling  the  non-indebled 
states  to  incur  burdens  lor  others  which  the}'  have 
refused  to  incur  for  themselves;  diverting  the  na- 
tional funds  flora  national  objects  to  state  objects, 
and  thereby  creating  a necessity  for  loans  or  taxes, 
or  issues  of  federal  paper  money  to  supply  the  place 
of  the  funds  so  diverted;  prostrating  the  barriers  of 
economy,  moderation  and  safety,  in  the  creation  of 
state  debts  by  separating  the  function  of  contractor 
from  that  of  payer  of  the  debt,  extinguishing  the 
sense  of  responsibility  in  the  contractor,  and  mak- 
ing the  federal  government  the  ultimate  payer  of 
all  the  obligations  contracted  by  the  states  for  their 
own  purposes;  establishing  a dangerous  precedent 
which  must  soon  be  followed  up  by  new  debts  on 
the  part  of  the  states,  and  new  assumptions  on  the 
part  of  the  federal  government;  invading  the  rights 
and  mortgaging  the  property  of  posterity,  and  load- 
ing unborn  generations  with  debts  not  their  own; 
creating  anew  national  debt  of  large  amount  at  the 
start,  and  of  a nature  to  increase  continually  its 
own  amount,  and  to  perpetuate  its  .own  existence; 
begetting  a spirit  in  congress  which  must  constant- 
ly cater  for  distributions  by  preventing  necessary 
appropriations',  and  keeping  up  unnecessary  taxes; 
laying  the  foundation  for  a new  and  excessive  ta- 
riff of  duties  on  foreign  imports  to  fall  unequally  on 
different  parts  of  the  union,  and  most  heavily  on  the 
planting,  grain-growing  and  provision-raising  states, 
to  their  manifest  injury  and  probable  great  discon- 
tent; involving  disastrous  consequences  either  to 
the  union  itself  or  to  its  members,  as  tending  to  the 
consolidation  of  the  states,  and  their  ultimate  abject 
dependence  on  the  federal  head  as  the  fountain  of 
their  supplies;  or,  tending  to  the  annihilation  of  the 
federal  head  itself,  by  striping  it  of  all  its  means  of 
national  defence  and  self-support,  and  reducing  it 
to  the  helpless  imbecility  of  the  old  confederation; 
giving  a new  impulse  to  the  delusive  career  of  the 
paper  system,  already  in  a state  of  dangerous  over- 
action; ensuring  the  establishment  of  another  na- 
tional bank;  and,  finally,  begetting  a passion  for 
periodical  distributions  of  lands  and  money,  and  ex- 
tensions of  federal  credit,  which  could  find  no  limit 
to  its  demands  until  the  national  domain  was  ex- 
hausted, the  federal  treasury  emptied,  and  the  cre- 
dit of  tiie  union  reduced  to  contempt. 

4.  That  the  debts  of  the  states  being  now  chiefly 
held  by  foreigners,  and  constituting  a stock  in  fo- 
reign markets  now  greatly  depreciated,  and  legis- 
lative attempt  to  obtain  the  assumption  or  security- 
ship  of  the  United  States  for  their  payment  or  to 
provide  for  their  payment  out  of  the  national  funds, 
must  have  the  effect  of  enhancing  the  value  of  that 
stock  to  the  amount  of  a great  many  millions  of 
dollars,  to  the  enormous  and  undue  advantage  of 
foreign  capitalists,  and  of  jobbers  and  gamt,jers  jn 
stocks,  thereby  holding  out  inducement  \0  foreign- 
ers to  interfere  in  our  affair,  and  tobrj,nga]|  theln- 

„ces  ot  a moneyed  power  to  operate  upon  pub- 
lic opinion,  upon  Durations,  and  upon  state  and 
federal  legisl&on,  ft  produce  a consummation  so 
tempting  to  their  cupidity,  and  so  profitable  to  then- 
interest. 

5.  That  foreign  interference  and  foreign  influ- 
ence, in  all  ages  and  in  all  countries,  have  been  the  | 
bane' and  curse  of  free  governments;  and  that  such  I 
interference  and  influence  ar»  iai.  inore  dangerous 
jn  the  insidious  intervention  of  the  moneyed  power 
than  in  the  forcible  invasions  of  fleets  and  armies. 

6.  That,  to  close  the  door  at  once  against  all  ap- 
plications for  3uch  assumption,  and  to  arrest  at  (heir 
source  the  vast  tide  of  evils  which  would  flow  from 
it,  it  is  necessary  that  the  constituted  authorities, 
without  delay,  shall  resolve  and  declare  their 
utter  opposition  to  the  proposal  contained  in  the 
late  London  banker’s  circular  in  relation  to  state 
debts,  contracted  for  local  and  state  purposes,  and 
recommending  to  the  congress  of  the  United  States 
to  assume,  or  guaranty,  or  provide  for,  the  ultimate 
payment  of  said  debts. 

Also,  the  following,  offered  as  a substitute  by  a 
senator  from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Lumpkin],  was  refer- 
red to  the  same  committee- 


That  the  assumption  by  the  general  government 
of  the  debts  of  tile  states,  contracted  for  local  pur- 
poses, whether  it  shall  be  a direct  assumption, 
which  would  make  the  general  government  re- 
sponsible for  said  debts,  or  indirect,  by  a distribu- 
tion of  public  money  among,  the  states,  to  enable 
them  to  pay  their  debts;  or  a pledge  of  public  lands 
for  the  said  purpose  or  otherwise,  would  be  impo- 
litic and  dangerous,  unjust  and  unequal,  among  the 
members  of  the  union,  and  wholly  unauthorised  by 
the  letter  or  spirit  of  the  constitution. 

To  these  resolutions  the  committee  have  given 
that  consideration  which  is  due  to  the  important 
interests  involved;  and  cannot  but  concur  in  the 
general  principles  and  conclusions  which  they  an- 
nounce. 

The  points  presented  for  their  consideration  are, 
is  it  just,  expedient  and  constitutional  for  the  Unit- 
ed States  to  assume  the  payment  of  the  debts  of  the 
states  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  resolutions,  or  in 
any  way  to  provide  means  for  their  payment,  di- 
rectly or  indirectly?  In  whatever  shape  the  sub- 
ject is  presented,  the  principle  and  the  results  are 
the  same;  and  if  the  assumption  or  payment  of  these 
debts,  by  the  general  government,  be  improper  in 
one  way  it  must  be  so  in  another. 

Is  IT  JUST? 

It  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  committee  to  ascer- 
tain precisely  the  indebtedness  of  each  state,  be- 
cause a portion  of  their  bonds  only  have  been  sold; 
some  have  been  hypothecated  for  partial  advances 
on  them;  and  others  are  in  the  foreign  market; 
therefore  the  aggregate  cannot  be  positively  and 
accurately  stated.  It  is  sufficient  to  know  thatmany 
of  the  states  have  incurred  liabilities,  and  that  the 
aggregate  of  them  would  constitute  a large  debt; 
but  all  the  states  are  not  indebted  alike,  in  propor- 
tion to  their  contribution  to  the  revenue  of  the  ge- 
neral government;  some  of  them  are  not  indebted  at 
all;  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  lihode  Island,  Con- 
necticut, North  Carolina  and  others,  do  not  appear 
on  the  list  ofindebted  states;  and  the  debts  of  seve- 
ral others  are  comparatively  small.  These  states 
have  exercised  no  influence  or  control  over  the 
others  which  have  run  in  debt,  and  do  not  profit  by 
the  expenditures  out  of  which  these  debts  have  ari- 
sen. New  Hampshire  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
railroad  projects  of  Illinois,  and  could  not  profit  by 
them  if  completed.  Nothing,  therefore,  could  be 
more  unjust  than  to  require  her  to  pay  any  part  of 
that  large  debt,  which  has  been  contracted  by  the 
state  of  Illinois  to  carry  those  projects  into  effect 
The  same  injustice  would,  in  a greater  or  less  de- 
gree, fall  upon  three  fourths  of  the  states  of  the 
union,  if  the  existing  state  debts  were  to  become  a 
common  charge. 

There  is  another  point  of  view  in  which  the  in- 
justice of  this  measure  would  be  palpable;  the  in- 
ternal-improvements of  some  of  the  states  yield  a 
large  revenue  to  those  states.  The  debt  of  N.  York 
is  about  fifteen  and  a half  millions  of  dollars;  and 
her  canals  yield  a revenue  more  than  sufficient  to 
pay  the  interest.  The  assumption  of  that  debt,  by 
the  general  government,  would  Ihrow  the  cost  of 
those  improvements  upon  the  other  states,  leaving 
New  York  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  revenues 
yielded  by  them.  With  what  justice  could  Con- 
necticut be  called  on  to  pay  a part  of  the  expense 
of  a canal  in  New  York,  the  tolls  on  which  were  .to 
acc.iue  exclusively  to  the  benefit  of  the  latter  state? 
This  would  be  one  of  the  direct  effects  of  the  as- 
sumption of  the  state  debts  by  the  general  govern- 
ment. Connecticut,  New  Hampshire,  Delaware, 
North  Carolina,  Georgia  and  other  states,  would  be 
made  to  pay  the  chief  cost  of  the  New  York  im 
provements,  without  receiving  any  portion  of  the 
large  and  growing  revenue  which  those  improve- 
ments yield  to  that  state.  The  same  principle  ap- 
plies to  the  valuable  improvements  of  all  the  other 
states.' 

Nor  would  the  injustice  be  less,  in  "eqnirin" 
states  which  have  had  nothU-  ;o  d0  w;th\hem,  to 
pay  for  improve^'  nts  ju  other  states  which  are  not 
" TiuaDle.  "States,  like  individuals,  when  they  enter 
upon  sueh  undertakings,  do  it  with  a view  of  deriv- 
ing a benefit,  and  making  a profit  from  them.  In 
alf  these  cases  of  state  debts  for  internal  improve- 
ments, as  well  as  banking,  sanguine  anticipations 
have  been  indulged  that  the  income  yielded  by  the 
investments  would  enable  the  states,  at  no  distant 
day,  to  pay  off  the  principal  as  well  as  the  interest 
of  the  debts  contracted.  The  idea  of  inviting  the 
other  states  to  share  in  the  profits  of  these  enter- 
prises, was  never  thought  of;  and  had  the  extrava- 
gant calculations  on  which  they  were  founded  been 
realized,  such  a project  as  the  present  would  never 
have  been  suggested. 

Now  that  the  error  and  miscalculation  have  in 
many  instances  been  discovered,  is  there  any  jus- 
tice in  throwing  upon  the  stales  which  have  pursu- 
ed a provident  and  prudent  course  of  legislation, 


the  losses  of  those  which  have  suffered  theifiselves 
to  be  misled  by  too  sanguine  a temperament,  or  by 
erroneous  estimates? 

To  illustrate  the  present  condition  of  our  states, 
they  may  be  compared  to  a neighborhood  of  far- 
mers. A few  have  made  valuable  improvements 
upon  their  farms,  for  which  they  are  in  debt;  a few 
others  have  borrowed  and  spent  vast  sums  of  money, 
in  making  improvements  of  little  opno  value;  others 
have  pursued  the  safe  and  economical  course  of 
spending  no  more  than  the  money  received  for  their 
surplus  produce;  and  have  improved  their  lands 
gradually,  without  running  in  debt.  At  length  it 
is  proposed  that  the  whole  neighborhood  should 
join  together  and  pay  off  their  debts:  the  first  class 
retaining  all  their  valuable  improvements;  the  se- 
cond throwing  most  of  their  losses  upon  the  shoulders 
of  their  more  prudent  neighbors;  and  the  third  to  be 
taxed  without  an  equivalent,  for  the  benefit  and  re- 
lief of  their  enterprising,  but  improvident  friends. 
But  as  the  whole  neighborhood  does  not  contain 
cash  enough  to  pay  the  debts;  it  is  proposed  to  per- 
suade, and  if  need  be,  compel,  the  economical  and 
prudent  to  mortgage  their  farms  and  property,  sub- 
ject to  an  annual  assessment,  to  pay  the  principal 
and  interest  of  their  neighbor’s  debts,  without  the 
slightest  interest  or  benefit  to  themselves. 

What  would  be  said  of  a proposal,  that  the  cor- 
porate authorities  of  New  York  should  impose  a tax 
on  all  property  and  persons  in  the  city,  to  pay  the 
debts  of  every  citizen,  from  the  gambler  in  slocks 
to  the  honest  laborer  who  has  been  involved  by 
sickness  and  misfortune?  Would  not  all  the  civi- 
lized world  denounce  it  as  unjust  and  tyrannical? 
Vfould  it  not  be,  in  fact,  an  atrocious  violation  of 
moral  principle,  by  which  one  man’s  property 
would  be  taken  and  given  to  another? 

A distribution  rf  debt  is  but  another  phrase  for  the 
distribution  of  properly.  If  half  a million  of  the 
New  York  debt  he  distributed  to  Connecticut,  it 
will  take  half  a million  of  the  property  of  Connec- 
ticut to  pay  it.  To  that  amount  the  property  of  the 
people  of  Connecticut  will  be  taken  from  them,  and 
given  to  the  people  of  New  York.  Nor  does  it 
make  the  least  difference  in  the  effect,  whether  this 
transfer  be  made  through  the  instrumentality  of 
congress,  or  of  the  state  legislature,  if  some  mem- 
ber of  the  Connecticut  legislature  should  offer  a bill 
to  tax  the  people  of  that  state  half  a milliion  of 
dollars,  to  give  to  the  state  of  New  York,  with  the 
view  of  aiding  her  to  pay  off  the  debt  contracted  in 
making  her  internal  improvements,  what  support 
would  he  receive?  The  injustice  of  the  proposi- 
tion would  be  so  palpable,  and  its  effects  so  mon- 
strous, that  the  only  response  he  could  expect 
would  be  an  universal  burst  of  indignation.  Yet 
this  would  be  the  precise  effect  of  an  assumption 
of  the  state  debts  by  the  general  government.  It 
would  be  the  taken  of  the  property  of  one  state, 
and  giving  it  to  another;  of  one  set  of  men,  and 
giving  it  to  another;  as  directly  in  violation  of  every 
right  and  moral  obligation,  as  a law  for  the  equal 
distribution  of  property  among  all  members  of  the 
community. 

Is  it  expedient?  It  may  probably  be  assumed 
as  a safe  rule  of  action,  in  public  as  well  as  private 
affairs,  that  whatever  is  morally  right  is  inexpedi- 
ent. If,  then,  the  assumption  of  the  state  debts  by 
the  general  government  be  unjust,  it  follows  that 
it  is  inexpedient.  But  there  are  other  objections 
on  the  score  of  expediency,  of  a most  formidable 
character.  The  responsibility  of  a representative 
who  imposes  taxes,  to  the  people  who  are  taxed,  is 
the  great  anchor  of  republican  government:  and 
this  measure  in  question  would  seriously  impair  it. 

If  these  debts  can  be  thrown  upon  the  general 
government,  then  the  (Lily  of  providing  means  to 
pay  them,  will  Le  removed  from  the  numerous  and 
direct  representatives  of  the  people  in  the  state  le- 
gislatures, and  cast  upon  their  lew  representatives 

in  congress.  . , , . , 

The  proposition  is  one  to  release  state  legisla- 
tures from  their  most  important  responsibilities— 
those  of  raising  the  money  to  meet  engagements 
contracted  by  their  authority.  If  this  principle  is 
to  be  introduced— if  state  representatives  may  con- 
tract debts,  and  throw  all  responsibility  of  provid- 
ing means  of  payment  upon  congress,  (a  body  not 
chosen  by  the  same  constituents),  and  make  it  their 
duty  to  provide  for  them,  there  is  an  end  of  all  se- 
curitv,  all  economy,  all  moderation,  in  the  expen- 
ditures of  the  state  governments.  Their  action 
heretofore  may  be  considered  parsimony,  compar- 
ed with  the  profusion  which  may  be  expected  when 
the  state  authorities  are  led  to  believe  that  they 
have  nothing  to  do  but  to  spend  all  the  money  they 
can  borrow, The  ultimate  payment  to  be  provided 


for  by  congress.  _ , , 

The  idea  mow  is,  that  the  assumption  of  state  debt* 
is  to  be  extended  only  to  those  contracted  for  inter- 
nal improvements;  but  if  the  practice  be  once  m- 
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troducA,  it  will  undoubtedly  not  stop  at  that  point. 
One  state  has  run  in  debt  to  make  a valuable  canal; 
another  to  establish  a profitable  bank.  Is  there  any 
reason  why  the  other  spates  should  pay  the  one  debt, 
and  not  the  other?  One  state  has  run  in  debt  to 
construct  a worthless  rail  road;  and  another  to  es- 
tablish a bank,  which  has  been  plundered  by  its 
directors.  Is  there  any  reason  why  the  loss  should 
be  thrown  on  other  states,  in  the  one  case  more 
than  the  other?  No  difference  can  be  found  in  prin- 
ciple, and  none  is  to  be  expected  in  practice. 

Nor  does  the  principle  confine  it3elf  to  the  as- 
sumption of  existing  debts,  but  embraces,  also,  the 
current  expenditures  of  the  states.  If  it  be  deemed 
expedient  to  assume  the  debts  of  the  states,  it  is 
apprehended  that  it  will  soon  be  found  expedient  to 
call  on  the  general  government  to  pay  their  current 
expenditures.  After  it  is  consented  to  pay  the  first, 
it  is  difficult  to  perceive  on  what  ground  a refusal 
to  pay  the  last  could  be  placed. 

The  compensation  of  all  executive,  judicial  and 
legislative  officers,  as  well  as  all  incidental  expenses 
of  the  state  governments,  will  become  a charge  upon 
the  general  treasury.  We  shall  have  twenty-seven 
governments  to  spend  money,  and  only  one  to  raise 
it;  and  that  one  the  most  distant  from,  and  the  least 
responsible  to,  the  people.  The  direct  responsibi- 
lity of  the  state  legislatures  to  the  people,  in  raising 
money,  will  be  entirely  destroyed;  that  essential 
check  upon  expenditure  will  be  cut  off;  the  salaries 
of  state  officers  will  be  raised;  extravagance  will 
every  where  take  the  place  of  economy;  the  states 
will  rival  each  other  in  their  attempts  to  get  money 
from  the  treasury  of  the  United  States;  as  their  ex- 
cuse for  levying  taxes,  the  members  of  congress 
will  justly  plead,  not  an  increased  expenditure, 
caused  by  their  own  votes,  but  the  demands  brought 
upon  the  government  by  the  action  of  the  states. 
All  the  checks  which  render  governments  careful  of 
expenditure,  will  be  removed  from  the  state,  as 
well  as  general  governments;  and  the  country  will 
first  be  plunged  into  an  enormous  debt,  to  be  suc- 
ceeded by  a system  ofgrinding  taxation,  from  which 
neither  we,  nor  our  children,  nor  our  children’s 
children  can  ever  hope  to  escape.  There  is  another 
effect  of  the  proposed  measure,  which  will,  in  a 
great  degree,  be  immediately  felt,  and  will  increase 
with  the  progress  of  time.  It  is  not  proposed  that 
the  general  government  shall  levy  a tax  lo  pay  off 
the  debts  to  be  assumed,  but  shall  run  in  debt  itself, 
in  an  amount  sufficient  to  pay  them.  To  preserve 
the  semblance  of  equality  in  this  scheme,  the  ge- 
neral government  must  give  to  the  states  less  in- 
debted, sums  of  money  equal  in  proportion  to  the 
largest  debt  it  shall  assume.  For  instance,  sup- 
pose that  a state  has  incurred  a debt  of  eight  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  with  a single  representative  in  the 
popular  branch  of  congress.  In  order  to  make  its 
benificence  equal,  the  general  government  must 
give  to  all  the  other  states  sums  of  money,  which, 
added  to  their  debts,  if  any,  would  make  them 
equal  to  that  state,  upon  the  basis  of  federal  re- 
presentation and  taxation.  To  raise  all  the  other 
states  to  the  same  level  in  that  respect,  would  re- 
quire not  less  than  nineteen  hundred  and  thirty-six 
millions  of  dollars,  to  which  amount  the  United 
States  must  rush  into  debt  at  a single  plunge.  The 
interest  on  this  debt  would,  at  five  per  cent,  be 
ninety-six  millnns  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars 
annually,  a sum  equal  to  the  fair  average  value  of 
the  whole  annual  exports  of  domestic  produce  from 
the  United  States.  Nearly  all  this  debt  would  soon 
find  its  way  to  foreign  hands,  which  now  hold  most 
of  the  state  debts,  constituting  an  annual  drain  upon 
our  country  equal  to  its  interest.  Nothing  is  more 
evident  than  that  if  our  government  were  not  in 
debt  abroad  at  all,  ail  its  exports  would  be  returned 
to  it  in  money  and  articles  of  merchandise,  adding, 
to  the  wealth  and  comfort  of  the  people.  The  con- 
dition of  a country  connected  with  other  nations  is, 
in  this  respect,  not  different  from  that  of  a farmer 
among  his  neighbors.  If  he  be  not  in  debt,  all  his 
surplus  produce,  when  sold,  brings  something  in 
return  to  enrich  him,  or  add  to  the  enjoyments  of 
his  family.  If  he  be  in  debt,  a part  of  his  surplus 
produce  must  go  to  pay  the  interest.  If  the  in- 
terest on  his  debts  be  equal  to  the  value  of  bis  sur- 
plus produce,  he  cannot  pay  it,  and  at  the  same 
time  purchase  any  thing  for  Ids  family;  and  if  tile 
interest  exceeds  his  surplus  produce,  he  is  every 
year  becoming  poorer,  and  must  be  a bankrupt  in 
the  end.  So  it  is  with  our  country.  The  interest 
on  a foreign  debt  must  be  paid  out  of  its  surplus 
produce.  Justin  proportion  as  that  debt  and  the 
interest  increases,  the  imports  of  the  country  must 
be  less  than  they  otherwise  would  be;  and  if  the 
interest  become  equal  in  value  to  the  exports,  im- 
portations must  cease  altogether.  The  assumption 
of  the  state  debts,  and  the  project  to  make  the  states 
equal,  would  be  a fearful  stride  towards  this  state 
of  things.  The  extravagance  which  would  inevi- 


tably grow  out  of  the  removal  of  all  effective  checks 
upon  expenditure,  would  rapidly  augment  that  debt, 
until  there  is  reason  to  fear,  the  interest  upon  it 
would  exceed  in  amount  the  value  of  all  the  exports 
of  the  country.  What  would  then  be  the  conse- 
quence? The  cessation  of  foreign  trade,  the  break- 
ing up  of  the  great  mercantile  interest  of  the  coun- 
try; our  ships  would,  indeed,  sail  freighted  with  the 
rich  products  of  our  soil,  but  would  bring  nothing 
in  return.  All  would  be  swallowed  up  in  paying 
interest  on  the  debts  of  the  nation.  The  crops  of 
all  our  cotton  region;  the  surplus  Hour  of  the  middle 
and  western  states;  the  surplus  products  of  our 
fisheries  and  manufacturing  skill,  instead  of  in- 
creasing our  national  wealth  and  individual  com- 
fort, would  all  be  sunk  in  this  fathomless  ocean  of 
national  debt,  and  all  go  to  enrich  the  people  of 
foreign  lands. 

The  only  circumstance  that  makes  the  debt  of 
Great  Britain  tolerable  is,  that  the  interest  is  paid 
to  her  own  subjects.  The  effect  there  is,  to  con- 
centrate property  in  the  hands  of  a few,  while  it 
impoverishes  the  great  mass;  but  it  does  not  throw 
her  wealth  into  foreign  countries.  With  us,  a na- 
tional debt  operates  differently.  It  does  not  in- 
crease the  wealth  even  of  a few  among  ourselves, 
but  impoverishes  all.  It  operates  upon  all  of  our 
people,  in  proportion  to  its  magnitude,  as  the  Bri- 
tish debt  operates  upon  those  who  sweat  arid  toil  are 
taxed  to  pay  the  interest.  If  it  shall  ever  raise  to 
the  magnitude  which  is  to  be  apprehended;  if  the 
fearful  inroad  now  in  agitation,  be  made  upon  the 
principles  of  responsibility  in  our  government,  it 
will  made  the  people  of  the  U.  States  co-laborers 
and  co-sufferers  with  the  people  of  the  British  isles. 
The  same  men  will  hold  the  debt  of  Great  Britain 
and  America;  for  their  aggrandisement  must  the 
people  of  both  countries  labor,  with  this  difference: 
that  the  people  of  Great  Britain  labor  for  lords 
among  themselves,  and  our  people  would  labor  for 
lords  beyond  (be  sea. 

In  proporlion  as  our  foreign  debt  increases,  the 
means  of  raising  a revenue  to  pay  the  interest  upon 
it  diminishes.  Our  revenue  is  chiefly  raised  from 
duties  on  imports;  and  if  imports  diminish,  our 
means  of  raising  a revenue  diminish.  If  importa- 
tions shall  cease,  in  consequence  of  demands  upon 
the  country  to  pay  interest  abroad,  this  resource 
will  Be  entirely  cut  off.  The  government  must 
then  resort  to  a system  of  internal  taxation,  reach- 
ing every  hamlet  and  hearth  in  the  country.  It 
must  take  all  the  income  of  our  people,  beyond  a 
bare  subsistence,  as  that  of  most  of  the  British  peo- 
ple is  now  taken,  to  send  abroad  for  the  purpose  of 
paying  the  interest  upon  our  foreign  debt.  Every 
man  would  be  made  to  feel  that  he  is  laboring  for 
masters  beyond  the  sea,  and  to  deplore  the  policy 
which  had  virtually  made  their  country  the  planta- 
tion of  foreign  fund-holders;  and  this  free  govern- 
ment (heir  overseers  and  taskmasters. 

This  is  not  an  overwrought  picture  of  the  conse- 
quences which  would  naturally  follow  the  carrying 
out  of  the  principles  now  suggested.  If  any  think 
so,  let  them  look  at  the  mass  of  the  British  popula- 
tion and  the  condition  oflreland.  Like  causes  must 
produce  like  effects.  If  they  shall  not  be  realized 
here,  it  will  be  because  our  people  are  too  intelli- 
gent and  too  firm  to  be  seduced  or  driven  into  (be 
fatal  policy  of  creating  a heavy  national  debt. — 
Upon  our  system  of  government,  the  effect  of  the 
policy  suggested  must  of  necessity  be  fatal.  When 
the  general  government  becomes  the  collector  of 
taxes,  and  the  distributor  of  the  proceeds,  consoli- 
dation will  have  been  accomplished.  The  states 
will  lose  their  power,  their  dignity  and  their  inde- 
pendence. The  state  governments  will  become  the 
subordinates  of  the  general  government;  losing  their 
importance  from  day  to  day,  they  will  sink  into  in- 
significance, without  the  power  of  redemption;  and 
the  objects  of  those,  in  the  convention,  1778,  who 
desired  to  subject  the  slates  to  the  direct  control  of 
the  central  power,  will  have  been  accomplished;  or 
if  all  do  not  sink  in  a mass  beneath  the  calm  sea  of 
consolidated  and  despotic  power,  none  of  them  can 
be  rescued  but  by  convulsive  throes  and  bloody  re- 
volution. If,  happily,  we  should  remain  united  as 
one  people,  it  would  be  substantially  under  the 
control  of  a single  government,  itself  the  agent  of 
a foreign  money  power  to  collect  its  revenues  in 
America,  loo  poor  and  loo  impotent  to  resist  foreign 
aggression,  or  preserve  order  at  home.  Seeing  that 
the  measure  of  assumption  would  tend  to  produce 
such  consequences;  and  that  the  first  step  in  it  will 
produce  them  in  some  degree,  your  committee  can- 
net  but  look  upon  it  as  highly  inexpedient. 

Is  it  constitutional?  Todecide  this  question, 
reference  must  be  had  not  only  to  that  instrument 
itself,  but  to  the  history  of  its  formation  and  adop- 
tion. At  that  time  the  states  were,  separately,  in 
the  full  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights  of  sovereignty; 
no  want  of  power  was  felt  as  to  their  internal  re- 


gulations; all  the  powers  of  legislation,  within  their 
respective  limits,  were  ample  and  uncontrolled; 
they  could  raise  money,  by  taxation,  to  meet  every 
emergency;  still  a more  perfect  union  was  neces- 
sary to  give  them  the  characteristics  of  a nation, 
both  at  home  and  abroad.  Therefore,  to  secure 
unity  of  action  for  great  national  objects  ami  pur- 
poses, the  convention  which  formed  the  constitu- 
tion was  convened;  and  the  constitution  itself  was 
a concession  or  grant  of  powers,  previously  pos- 
sessed by  the  states,  and  yielded  up  by  them  to  the 
new  government;  and  so  jealous  were  the  states, 
lest  the  federal  government  should  claim  powers, 
by  implication,  which  were  not  delegated  by  the 
constitution,  that  the  tenth  amendment  expressly 
provides  “that  the  powers  not  delegated  by  the 
constitution  to  the  United  States,  nor  prohibited  by 
it  to  the  states,  are  reserved  to  the  states  respec- 
tively, or  to  the  people.”  Were  any  thing  neces- 
sary, beyond  the  original  instrument  itself,  to  give 
its  true  character  lo  this  government,  ttiis  amend- 
ment would  clearly  show  it  to  be  a government  of 
limited  powers,  restricted  in  its  action  to  subjects 
confided  to  it  by  the  constitution;  and  every  at- 
tempt, on  its  part,  to  legislate  upon  other  subjects, 
is  unauthorised  by  that  instrument. 

One  of  the  evils  most  severely  felt  prior  to  the 
formation  of  the  constitution,  was  the  inability  of 
the  congress  of  the  confederation  to  raise  money, 
by  taxation,  for  national  purposes:  and  this  was  one 
of  the  strongest  reasons  which  led  to  the  formation 
of  the  new  government;  and  can  it  be  believed  for 
a moment,  that  the  framers  of  the  constitution  en- 
tertained an  idea,  that  the  state  debts,  which  might 
be  thereafter  contracted  for  local  purposes,  should 
be  paid  out  of  (he  general  treasury. 

In  the  enumeration  of  the  powers  of  congress, 
contained  in  the  eighth  section  of  the  first  article 
of  the  constitution,  there  is  the  power  conferred  to 
lay  anil  collect  taxes,  &c.  and  also  to  pay  the  debts 
of  the  United  States.  Why  give  this  power  ex- 
pressly to  congress  to  pay  the  debts  of  the  United 
States,  if  the  design  was,  that  it  should  possess  the 
power  to  pay  the  debts  of  the  several  states,  which 
might  be  created  for  local  purposes?  If  such  had 
been  the  intention  of  the  convention,  a different 
phraseology  would  have  been  used.  If'  the  object 
had  been  to  create  a government  with  tile  powers 
now  claimed  for  it,  would  not  the  first  clause  of  the 
eighth  section  be  made  to  read,  “to  pay  the  debts  of 
the  United  States  and  the  several  states?”  With- 
out insisting  upon  the  too  rigid  application  of  the 
rule  of  construction  which  prevails  in  courts  of  jus- 
tice, that  “the  expression  of  one  thing  is  the  exclu- 
sion of  another,”  your  committee  feel  wananted  in 
saying  that  in  a constitution  of  delegated  powers 
and  defined  objects,  the  absence  of  a grant  or  de- 
claration is  conclusive  against  the  existence  of  the 
power  claimed. 

Nor  is  this  power  to  pay  the  state  debts,  neces- 
sary or  proper  to  carry  into  execution  any  of  the 
powers  delegated  to  congress  by  the  constitution; 
so  far  from  it.  there  is  no  necessary  or  proper  con- 
nection or  relation  between  it  and  any  one  of  the 
delegated  powers;  and  the  effect  would  be  to  com- 
pel congress  to  lay  taxes,  for  purposes  not  federal, 
and  for  which  the  taxing  power  was  not  conferred 
on  the  general  government.  It  would  also  disqualify 
this  government  for  the  performance  of  ils  own 
functions  and  appropriate  duties.  No  means  “for 
the  common  defence”  of  the  country  would  remain 
at  the  command  of  the  general  government;  all  its 
moneyed  resouices  would  be  sunk  in  the  abyss 
which  the  scheme  of  assumption  contemplates. 

But  there  are  further  considerations  showing  that 
no  such  measure  comes  within  the  scope  and 'con- 
templation of  the  constitution.  It  is  not  pretended 
that  all  tile  internal  improvements  entered  upon  by 
the  states  are  such  as  the  general  government 
could  constitutionally  make  under  its  own  direct 
authority.  Many  of  them  are  entirely  local  in 
their  character,  and  of  so  lit  tie  general,  or  even  lo- 
cal utility,  that,  if  finished,  the  income  from  them 
would  not  keep  them  in  repair.  If  tiie  general  go- 
vernment furnishes  the  funds  to  construct  these 
works,  or  assume  the  payment  of  the  money  which 
has  been  borrowed  for  such  purposes,  will  it  not, 
in  effect  be  the  construction  of  these  works  by  the 
general  government?  Will  it  not  be  doing  that  in- 
directly which  it  has  no  power  to  do  directly?  will 
it  not  go  beyond  the  most  latitudinous  construc- 
tion of  the  constitution  which  has  ever  been  con- 
tended for,  even  under  the  phrase  “general  wel- 
fare?” But  aside  from  this  view  of  the  subject,  it 
is,  in  fact,  the  constructing  or  making  local  inter- 
nal improvements  in  the  stated  by  the  general  go- 
vernment in  the  worst  possible  form.  The  states 
select  the  objects  of  improvement,  with  a view  to 
their  own  convenience  and  advantage;  the  woiks 
are  constructed  upon  their  own  plan;  the  contracts 
arc  made  by  the  agents  of  the  states;  the  profits, 
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if  any,  are  for  the  exclusive  benefit  of  the  states 
in  which  they  are  situated,  and  all  that  remains 
for  the  general  government,  is  the  poor  privilege 
of  raising  and  paying  the  money  which  they  may 
cost. 

The  result  would  be,  that  congress  may  lay  and 
collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts  and  excises,  not  only 
to  pay  the  debts,  and  provide  for  the  common  de- 
fence and  general  welfare  of  the  United  States,  but 
also  to  raise  money  to  give  to  the  'several  states. 
It  would  be  a gift,  to  all  intents  and  purposes.  It 
would  be  a new  object  added  to  those  for  which 
congress  is  empowered  to  lay  taxes;  it  vvould  be  an 
interpolation  in  the  constitution;  an  assumption  of 
power,  gross  and  palpable. 

If  congress  can  raise  money  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  it~to  the  states  for  such  objects,  why  can  they 
not  raise  it  to  give  to  corporations  and  companies? 
If  they  can  pay  tor  all  the  rail  roads  and  canals 
which  the  states  have  undertaken,  how  can  the 
power  be  denied  them  to  pay  for  all  which  corpora- 
tions or  companies,  in  their  wisdom  or  folly,  may 
have  undertaken?  Why  may  not  the  general  go- 
vernment take  upon  its  broadshoulders  every  unsuc- 
cessful speculation  of  this  kind  in  the  country,  pay- 
ing the  debts  now  contracted,  and  furnishing  money 
to  complete  them;  the  .whole,  nevertheless,  to  be 
owned  by  the  original  projectors? 

The  constitution  has  taker,  care  that  the  burdens 
of  the  government  shall  fall  equally  on  all  the  states. 
“All  duties,  imposts  and  excises,  shall  be  equal 
throughout  the  United  States,”  and  the  basis  of  di- 
rect taxes  is  fixed  by  a general  constitutional  rule. 
Of  what  value  are  these  restrictions,  if  money  can 
constitutionally  be  taken  from  one  state  and  given  to 
another,  through  the  instrumentality  of  the  general 
government? 

Accordingto  the  principle  upon  which  the  idea 
of  assumption  ia  based,  the  general  government  may 
raise  and  give  money  to  a state  to  pay  its  debts.  If 
more  than  one  state,  or  all,  are  interested  in  the 
scheme,  it  is  not  with  the  view  of  making  it  con- 
stitutional, but  to  give  it  more  the  semblance  of 
equality  and  justice.  The  principle  is,  that  all  the 
states  may  be  taxed,  and  the  money  raised  be  given 
to  one  or  more  states;  the  constitutional  principle 
is  the  same,  whether  one,  two,  or  all  the  states  be- 
come the  recipients  of  the  money  raised.  If, con- 
stitutional for  all,  it  is  so  for  one.  It  results,  then, 
that  notwithstanding  “all  duties,  imposts  and  ex- 
cises, must  be  equal  in  all  the  states,”  congress 
may  refund  to  one  state,  by  way  of  gift,  from  the 
general  treasury,  the  whole  amount  it  may  pay,  and 
thereby  destroy  that  equality  of  taxation  which 
was  intended  to  be  secured  by  the  constitution. 
What  difference  can  there  be,  between  not  tax- 
ing at  all,  and  refunding  to  a state  all  it  may  pay? 

To  your  committee,  the  idea  of  raising  money  to 
give  to  the  states,  for  any  state  purpose  whatever, 
appears  so  utterly  at  variance  with  the  general  ob- 
ject and  scope,  as  well  as  the  special  provisions  of 
the  constitution,  as  scarcely  to  need  a serious  argu- 
ment to  explain  it.  Let  any  man,  after  reading  the 
history  of  the  times  from  the  beginning  of  the  re- 
volution down  to  the  meeting  of  the  convention  in 
1788,  and  tracing  out  the  causes  whicti  produced 
that  august  assemblage,  ask  himself  whether  it  was 
any  part  of  the  design  to  raise  up  a new  power  for 
the  purpose  of  raising  money  to  be  given  to  the 
states?  The  answer  must  be  in  the  negative.  As 
heretofore  stated,  one  of  the  chief  difficulties’  was, 
that  the  confederation  could  not  get  money  to  pay 
the  debts  of  the  United  States,  through  the  instru- 
mentality of  Hie  state  governments;  and  the  object, 
in  relation  to  this  point,  was  to  devise  means  by 
which  to  supply  the  want3  of  the  United  States 
without  the  agency  of  the  states,  leaving  them  with 
ample  resources  to  provide  for  themselves.  This 
was  the  great  object  of  the  statesmen  of  that  day, 
and  the  utmost  limit  of  their  views.  So  far  from 
intending  to  create  a new  power  to  raise  money  for 
the  states,  it  cannot  be  duubted,  that  if  they  had 
supposed  it  possible,  that  such  a dangerous  attempt 
would  ever  be  made,  they  would  have  inserted  an 
express  prohibition  in  the  constitution.  To  mo- 
dern times  are  we  indebted,  and  not  to  the  experi- 
ence and  designs  of  our  revolutionary  lathers,  for 
this  attempt  to  mar  their  work  arid  pervert  the  con- 
stitution, to  cover  objects,  the  accomplishment  of 
which  will  be  fatal  to  that  purity  which  it  was  in- 
tended to  preserve— to  that  justice  and  equality  it 
was  intended  to  protect — to  that  state  independence 
which  it  was  one  of  its  highest  objects  to  maintain 
— to  that  liberty,  which  it  was  intended  to  make 
perpetual. 

From  the  foregoing  view  of  the  subject,  your 
committee  have  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  the 
assumption  by  the  general  government  of  the  state 
debts,  which*  have  been,  or  rnav  be,  contracted  for 
local  objects  or  state  purposes,  would  be  unjust,  in- 
expedient, and  unconstitutional. 


Nothing  remains  but  to  examine  whether  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  can  be  right- 
fully applied  to  the  before  mentioned  objects,  or 
can,  with  propriety,  be  distributed  among  the  seve- 
ral states  for  such  purposes.  It  seems  to  your  com- 
mittee that  a careful  consideration  of  this  subject, 
in  all  its  bearings,  should  dissipate  every  such  im- 
pression. When  the  revolution  broke  out,  there 
were  vast  tracts  of  unsettled  lands  within  the  limits  of 
some  of  the  provinces.  When  it  was  proposed  to  form 
a confederation  ofthe  states,  the  states  in  which  there 
were  no  vacant  lands  insisted  that  these  lands  should 
enure,  not  to  the  benefit  of  the  states  in  which  they 
were  situated,  but  to  the  congress  of  the  United 
States,  and  ought  to  be  considered  as  common  pro- 
perty, to  be  disposed  of  for  common  benefit.  The 
assent  of  some  of  the  states  to  the  articles  of  confe- 
deration, was  delayed  for  years;  because  this  prin- 
ciple was  not  recognised  in  them;  and  but  for 
the  compromise  of  that  question,  our  present  con- 
stitution would  probably  never  have  been  adopted. 
The  talents  and  influence  of  the  leading  men  ofthe 
revolution,  were  devoted  with  the  utmost  solicitude 
to  the  settlement  of  this  distracting  question.  They 
appealed  to  the  states  interested,  through  resolu- 
tions to  congress,  and  otherwise,  imploring  them, 
by  the  love  of  liberty,  union  and  independence,  to 
cede  the  waste  lands  within  their  limits,  to  the 
United  States,  to  be  held  and  disposed  of  as  com- 
mon property.  As  early  as  the  tenth  of  October, 
seventeen  hundred  and  eighty,  congress  declared  the 
purposes  to  which  the  proceeds  of  these  lands,  in 
case  of -their  cession,  should  be  applied,  to  wit: 
“ Resolved , That  the  unappropriated  lands  which 
may  be  ceded  or  relinquished  to  the  United  States 
by  any  particular  state,  pursuant  to  the  recommen- 
dation of  congress  of  the  sixth  day  of  Decembei 
last,  shall  be  disposed  of  for  the  common,  benefit  of 
the  United  States,  and  be  settled  and  formed  into 
distinct  republican  states;  and  which  shall  become 
members  of  the  federal  union,  and  have  tile  same 
rights  of  sovereignty,  freedom  and  independence, 
as  the  other  states.”  These  efforts  were,  to  a great 
extent,  successful;  and  most  of  the  states  ceded  the 
principal  part  of  their  waste  lands  to  the  United 
States.  The  words  in  which  the  cessions  were 
made  are  somewhat  different,  but,  in  effect,  they 
were  the  3ame.  The  following  is  the  language  used 
in  the  cession  made  by  the  state  of  Virginia,  on  the 
first  day  of  March,  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty- 
four,  to  wit:  “That  all  the  lands  within  the  territo- 
ry so  ceded  to  the  United  States,  and  not  reserved 
or  appropriated  to  any  ofthe  before  mentioned  pur- 
poses, or  disposed  of  in  bounties  to  officers  and  sol- 
diers of  the  American  army,  shall  be  considered  as 
a common  fund,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  such  of 
the  United  States  as  have  become,  or  shall  become, 
members  of  the  confederation  or  federal  alliance  of 
said  states,  Virginia  inclusive,  according  to  the 
ttsual  respective  proportions  in  the  general  charge 
and  expenditure,  and  shall  be  faithfully  and  bona  fide 
disposed  of  for  that  purpose,  and  for  no  other  use 
or  purpose  whatsoever.”  These  cessions  were  made 
under  the  old  articles  of  confederation,  when  con- 
gress did  not  possess  the  power  of  taxation.  By 
those  articles  congress  determined  on  the  sums 
wanted  for  the  common  defence  and  general  wel- 
fare of  the  United  States,  which  were  apportioned 
among  the  several  states,  “in  proportion  to  the  value 
of  the  land  within  each  state,  granted  or  surveyed, 
and  the  buildings  and  improvements  thereon;”  but 
the  taxes  to  raise  them  were  laid  only  by  the  state 
legislatures. 

To  this  rule  of  apportionment  the  cessions  of 
Virginia  and  other  states  directly  alluded.  The 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  these  lands  were  to  be  a 
common  fund,  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  States, 
in  the  benefits  of  which  the  states  were  to  partici- 
pate, “according  to  the  usual  respective  propor- 
tions in  the  general  charge  and  expenditures,”  or, 
in  other  words,  whenever  congress  shall  call  on  the 
states  for  their  respective  quotas  of  money  for  the 
expenditures  of  the  general  government,  they  shall 
give  credit  to  each  for  their  due  portion  ofthe  pro- 
ceeds of  the  land  sales,  “in  proportion  to  the  value 
ofthe  land  within  each  state,  granted  or  surveyed, 
and  the  buildings  and  improvements  thereon.” 
Each  state  was  thus  to  enjoy  its  due  portion  of 
benefits  arising  from  this  common  fund,  although 
none  of  it  came  into  its  own  treasury.  The  consti- 
tution subsequently  adopted,  gave  congress  power 
to  make  regulations  for  the  disposition  of  the  pub- 
lic lands,  but  did  not  interfere  with  the  terms  of 
cession.  Those  lands  were  still  to  be  disposed  of  for 
the  common  benefit  of  the  United  States,  in  which 
each  state  was  to  share,  according  to  its  due  pro- 
portion of  the  general  charge  and  expenditure;  but 
the  criterion  by  which  the  proportion  was  to  be 
ascertained,  was  changed  by  the  new  mode  intro- 
duced for  furnishing  the  United  States  with  money 
to  carry  on  the  government.  Instead  of  calling  on 


the  states  for  quotas  of  money,  assessed  according 
to  the  lands  and  improvements,  the  new  constitu- 
tion vested  in  congress  power  to  raise  taxes,  direct 
and  indirect,  without  the  aid  or  interposition  of  the 
states. 

When  moneys  are  raised,  under  the  provisions  of 
the  constitution,  particularly  by  duties  and  imposts, 
it  is  obviously  impossible  to  ascertain  the  propor- 
tion really  to  be  furnished  by  each  state;  and  there 
is  but  one  mode  by  which  the  compacts  of  cession 
can  be  carried  into  effect;  that  is,  by  the  payment 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  land  sales  into  the 
common  treasury,  thereby  lessening  the  amounts 
which  have  to  be  raised  from  the  people  of  the 
several  states,  in  exact  proportion  as  they  contri- 
bute to  the  general  charge  and  expenditure.  Al- 
though it  is  quite  obvious  that  no  stich  thing  as  an 
actual  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales 
among  the  several  states  was  ever’thought  of  under 
the  confederation,  yet  there  was  no  difficulty  in 
ascertaining  the  exact  poitions  of  any  given  sum 
for  which  each  state  was  to  be  credited;  congress 
had  only  to  divide  it  according  to  the  proportions 
of  the  last  assessment. 

But  it  is  not  so  under  our  present  constitution. 
Under  the  system  of  indirect  taxation  now  in  use, 
it  is  impossible  to  ascertain  what  each  state  pays; 
and,  of  course,  impossible  to  ascertain  what  pro- 
portion of  any  given  sum,  arising  from  the  sales  of 
public  lands,  should  actually  belong  to  it.  To  di- 
vide such. a sum  among  the  states  according  to  the 
terms  of  cession,  is,  therefore,  impracticable.  The 
only  way  in  which  these  compacts  can  be  carried 
into  etfect,  is  by  paying  these  moneys  into  the 
treasury,  where  they  will  lessen  the  amount  to  be 
raised  by  taxation,  precisely  as  intended  by  the 
compacts.  This  view  of  the  subject  seems  to  your 
committee  to  be  conclusive.  The  binding  effect  of 
the  compacts  is  not  denied.  On  all  hands  they  are 
admitted  to  be  as  obligatory  as  ibe  constitution  itself. 

If  there  be  one  way,  and  but  one,  in  which  they 
can  be  executed  in  letter  and  spirit,  is  it  admissible 
to  depart  from  it?  Is  it  sale,  legal  or  constitu- 
tional, to  abandon  this  plain  path,  and  bewilder 
ourselves  in  the  mazes  of  construction  and  assump- 
tion, under  the  pretence  of  securing  to  each  state  in 
other  modes  the  benefits  intended  by  the  compacts 
of  cession? 

If  we  were  to  adopt  the  population  of  the  states, 
or  the  representative  numbers,  or  the  lands  of  the 
states,  or  the  entire  property  of  the  states,  as  the 
basis  of  distribution,  we  should  do  it  with  a perfect 
conviction  that  it  would  fail  to  secure  the  rights 
of  each  state,  according  to  the  compacts,  when  there 
lies  before  us  a broad  and  beaten  path,  leading  di- 
rectly to  that  result. 

The  evident  object  of  all  the  compact  provisions 
on  the  subject  of  the  public  lands,  was  to  make 
them  the  property  of  life  United  States,  collectively, 
and  not  separately,  and  to  secure  the  application  of 
the  proceeds  to  the  common  benefit,  in  the  same 
manner  as  other  public  money  should  be  applied; 
and  not  to  create  a separate  fund  for  general  or 
special  purposes.  As  common  property  they  have 
always  been  treated,  and  the  proceeds  of  sales  have, 
at  all  times,  been  paid  into  the  treasury,  like  any 
other  revenue.  The  fact  that,  after  the  adoption  of 
the  constitution,  congress  set  them  apart  as  a fund 
for  the  payment  of  the  public  debt,  confirms  this 
position. 

That  debt  was  a charge  upon  all  and  each  of  the 
states,  according  to  the  amounts  paid  by  them, 
respectively,  towards  the  general  expenditure,  as 
much  so  as  the  current  expenses  of  the  government. 

It  was  the  fact  that  the  lands  belonged  to  the 
United  States,  and  not  to  the  several  states;  that 
they  were  a source  of  revenue  to  the  United  States 
for  general  purposes  on  which  this  pledge  was 
based.  Nor  has  the  question  received  any  new 
shape  in  consequence  of  the  payment  of  the  debt 
for  which  they  were  pledged.  That  pledge  did  not 
alter  or  impair  the  compacts  of  cession;  it  was  a 
step  taken  in  faithful  execution  of  those  compacts, 
and  in  strict  conformity  with  their  provisions. 

When  the  debt  was  paid,  the  lands  stood  in  the 
same  position  they  did  before  the  pledge  was  made. 
The  terms  of  the  compact  controlled  them  still.  It 
was,  and  is,  the  imperative  duty  of  congress  to  see 
that  the  states  profit  by  the  sales,  in  the  exact  ratio 
of  their  respective  proportions  of  the  general  charge 
and  expenditure,  which  can  only  be  done  by  treat- 
ing them  as  a source  of  revenue,  for  the  ordinary 
purposes  of  the  general  government.  That  the  one 
and  only  mode  by  which  each  state  is  to  profit  in 
due  proportion  by  the  sales  ofthe  ceded  lands,  can- 
not be  departed  from  in  good  faith,  is  further  evi- 
dent from  the  additional  provision  in  the  acts  of 
cession,  that  the  proceeds  shall  be  applied  to  the 
one  specified  object,  and  “for  no  other  use  or  pur- 
pose whatsoever.”  To  apply  them  to  the  payment 
i of  the  state  debts,  or  to  adopt  any  other  rule  by 
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which  the  several  states  shall  profit  by  them,  would, 
therefore,  be  an  entire  departure  from  the  compacts. 

There  is  a portion  of  the  public  lands  with  which 
the  compacts  of  cession  had  nothin"  to  do.  We 
allude  to  those  of  Louisiana  and  the  Floridas,  pur- 
chased of  France  and  Spain.  It  will  not  be  denied 
that  these  lands  are  the  common  property  of  the 
United  States,  in  which  the  several  states,  as  such, 
have  iio  claims  whatsoever.  They  were  purchased 
with  the  money  of  the  w hole;  and  it  must  be  ad- 
mitted that,  like  any  other  species  of  public  pro- 
perty, they  should  be  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the 
whole.  Yet  wherein  does  the  title  of  the  United 
States  in  these  lands  differ  from  the  title  of  those 
which  were  acquired  by  cessions  from  the  states? 
None  can  be  found  in  fact,  or  in  the  practice  of  the 
government.  They  have  both  been  treated  as  a 
common  fund;  as  a source  of  revenue  to  meet  the 
necessary  expenditures  of  the  government,  and  les- 
sen the  amount  to  be  collected  by  other  means. 
There  is  no  difference  in  principle,  and  there  has 
been  none  in  practice,  between  revenue  raised  from 
duties  on  imports,  or  from  sales  of  public  lands. 
All  have  gone  into  the  same  treasury,  and  been  ap- 
plied, promiscuously,  to  the  same  objects. 

But  if  the  proceeds  of  land  sales,  and  the  income 
of  the  government  from  other  sources,  are  to  be 
considered  different  funds,  and  one  can  be  applied 
to  purposes  to  which  the  other  cannot,  what  will 
be  the  practical  result?  That  the  United  States  can 
purchase  lands  with  the  revenue  raised  from  duties 
on  imports,  has  never  been  doubted.  Out  of  those 
means  has  Louisiana  and  the  Floridas  been  paid 
for,  and  numerous  purchases  made  of  the  Indians. 
Can  it  be  maintained  that  the  money  with  which 
these  purchases  w'ere  made  could  not  be  distributed 
among  the  states  for  the  objects  contemplated,  but 
that  the  money  arising  from  the  sales  of  the  same 
property  may  be?  Can  the  nature  of  the  public 
money  be  altered  by  being  invested  in  lands,  and 
then  replaced  from  the  proceeds  of  sales?  If  so,  the 
United  States  have  only  to  convert  their  money  into 
lands,  and  their  lands  into  money  again,  to  acquire 
a power  over  the  public  revenue  which  is  not  given 
them  by  the  constitution.  At  this  moment  a por- 
tion of  the  revenue  arising  from  customs,  is,  in  fact, 
invested  in  public  lands.  If  the  cost  of  Louisiana 
and  the  Floridas  be  included,  the  public  lands  have 
not  refunded  the  amount  paid  for  their  acquisition 
and  preparation  lor  sale,  by  a large  amount;  and  if 
the  principle  were  now  introduced,  that  the  pro- 
ceeds of  land  sales  may  be  given  to  the  states,  al-, 
though  the  money  paid  for  them  could  not,  we 
should  see  a gross  inconsistency  adopted  in  the 
practice  of  our  government,  the  results  of  which  it 
would  be  impossible  to  foresee.  In  every  view  we 
take  of  the  subject,  we  are  satisfied  that  there  is  no 
difference  between  the  power  which  congress  pos- 
sesses over  the  revenue  which  arises  from  customs, 
and  the  money  received  from  the  sales  of  the  pub- 
lic lands;  and  to  construe  a difference  out  of  the 
language  used  in  the  compacts  of  cession,  would 
be  to  defeat  the  very  object  for  which  that  language 
was  employed.  The  whole  scope  and  object  of  the 
conditions  annexed  to  the  cdssions,  was  evidently 
to  make  the  lands  common  property,  and  their  pro- 
ceeds a revenue,  to  be  applied  to  general  purposes 
precisely  like  that  derived  from  all  other  sources. 
To  make  these  cessions  so  read  as  to  defeat  the 
great  object  they  had  in  view,  would  not  be  favora- 
ble to  the  faith  of  compacts,  or  the  preservation  of 
constitutional  restraints. 

We  therefore  conclude  that  the  application  of  the 
moneys  arising  from  the  sales  of  public  lands  to  the 
payment  of  said  debts,  or  their  distribution  among 
the  states  for  such  purposes,  is  as  unjust,  inex- 
pedient and  unconstitutional,  as  a similar  applica- 
tion of  any  other  portion  of  the  public  revenue;  and, 
moreover,  in  direct  violation  of  the  terms  and  spirit 
of  the  compacts  of  cession. 

Nor  can  such  a measure  be  palliated  by  the  plea 
that  there  i3,  or  is  likely  to  be,  a surplus  in  the 
treasury,  over  and  above  what  is  wanted  for  the  or- 
dinary purposes  of  the  general  government.  On  the 
contrary,  the  progressive  reduction  of  the  tariff  of 
duties  now  in  operation  will  so  reduce  the  revenue 
as  to  make  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  neces- 
sary to  meet  the  wants  of  the  most  economical  ad- 
ministration; and  if  they  are  diverted  from  their 
present  objects,  their  place  must  be  supplied  by  an 
increased  tariff,  or  a tax  directly  on  the  people;  and 
what  is  the  difference  between  a tax  to  raise  inoney 
for  distribution,  and  a tax  to  enable  the  government 
to  distribute,  or  to  supply  the  place  of  moneys  dis- 
tributed? The  practical  effect  is  precisely  the  same. 
If  U\ree  or  four  millions  of  dollars — the  proceeds  of 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands — be  annually  distribut- 
ed to  the  states,  and  thereby  a necessity  be  created, 
as  no  doubt  it  will  be,  to  increase  the  tariff  to  that 
amount,  h it  not  the  same  thing  as  though  the  tariff 
were  increased  for  the  purpose  of  distribution? 


And  by  this  operation  what  is  gained?  The  gene- 
ral government  has  given  away  to  the  states  three 
or  four  millions  of  dollars  annually,  and  has  taxed 
the  people  to  the  same  amount  to  make  up  the  de- 
ficit in  its  own  revenue. 

Your  committee  cannot  refrain  from  noticing 
some ol'the  consequences  which  must  follow  from 
the  measure  proposed,  with  regard  to  the  public 
lands.  It  must  retard  the  settlement  of  the  new 
states;  it  must  operate  against  the  allowance  of  pre- 
emption rights;  against  a graduation  of  the  price  of 
the  public  lands,  and  every  other  indulgence  which 
a liberal  spirit  towards  the  new  states  might  dictate 
and  recommend. 

It  is  believed  that  a different  policy  ought  to  be 
pursued;  that  the  strength  and  wealth  of  the  nation 
consists,  not  so  much  in  the  money  to  be  exacted 
as  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  as  in  the  increase 
of  its  population  and  the  cultivation  of  its  soil. 

Your  committee  cannot  but  look  with  distrust 
and  apprehension  upon  every  scheme  calculated  to 
disturb  the  balance  of  power  as  constitutionally  and 
practically  adjusted  between  the  state  and  general 
governments.  Each  state  reserved  to  itself,  in  the 
formation  of  the  constitution,  an  unrestricted  pow- 
er of  taxation,  competent  to  supply  them  with  the 
means  of  executing  all  their  constitutional  powers. 
At  the  same  time  the  power  of  taxation  was  confer- 
red upon  the  general  government,  merely  as  the 
means  of  enabling  it  to  execute  its  few  delegated 
powers.  So  tar  the  system  has  worked  well;  and 
each  government  has  provided  for  itself.  AVhy  shall 
we  not  permit  them  them  to  travel  quietly  on  in  the 
paths  of  safety  and  peace?  Is  there  any  danger  in 
the  beaten  track,  or  any  certain  good  to  be  obtained 
by  departing  from  it?  Whether  taxes  are  laid  by 
the  states  or  by  the  United  States,  they  are  still 
taxes  on  the  people:  whether  the  states  orthe  Unit- 
ed States  be  in  debt,  it  is  still  the  debt  of  the  people. 
To  throw  the  burden  from  one  sovereignty  upon 
another  will  not  pay  the  debt,  nor  detract  from  its 
oppressiveness  upon  the  people,  except  so  far  as  it 
may  produce  the  unjust  result  of  compelling  one 
part  of  the  people  to  pay  the  debts  of  another.  If  it 
produce  the  further  effect  of  lessening  the  respon- 
sibility of  the  representative  to  his  constituency,  in 
the  contracting  ofdebts  and  laying  of  taxes,  it  should 
for  that  reason  alone  be  opposed  by  every  friend  of 
republican  government. 

All  is  well  as  it  is.  The  intelligence  and  energy 
of  the  people,  in  the  various  states,  are  competent 
to  extricate  them  from  present  embarrassments,  and 
guard  against  their  recurrence,  by  means  much 
more  cheap  and  safe,  than  by  deranging  our  system 
of  government,  and  entailing  a debt  on  the  United 
States,  calculated  to  oppress  and  impoverish  our 
children  and  our  children’s  children.  The  states  did 
not  come  into  the  union  with  the  expectation  to  be 
taxed  for  the  payment  of  the  debts  of  their  sister 
states,  having  agreed  only  to  contribute  what  may 
be  necessary  for  the  legitimate  purposes  of  the  ge- 
neral government.  To  compel  them  to  pay  the 
debts  of  their  neighbors,  contracted  for  internal  im- 
provements or  any’  other  object  of  a state  character, 
is  to  impose  upon  them  burdens  not  anticipated, 
and  to  which  they  have  never,  by  any  concession, 
agreed  to  submit:  Therefore, 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  assumption,  directly  or  in- 
directly, by  the  general  government,  of  the  debts 
which  have  been,  or  may  be,  contracted  by  the 
states  for  local  objects  or  state  purposes,  would  be 
unjust,  both  to  the  statep  and  to  the  people. 

2.  Resolved,  That  such  assumption  would  be 
highly  inexpedient,  and  dangerous  to  the  union  ol 
the  stales. 

3.  Resolved,  That  such  assumption  would  be 
wholly  unauthorised  by  and  in  violation  of  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  Slates,  and  utterly  repug- 
nant to  all  the  objects  and  purposes  for  which  the 
federal  union  was  formed. 

4.  Resolved,  That  to  set  apart  the  public  lands, 
or  the  revenues  arising  therefrom,  for  the  before 
mentioned  purposes,  would  be  equally  unjust,  inex- 
pedient and  unconstitutional. 

TWENTY-SIXTH  CONGRESS— 1st  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

February  14.  Mr.  Pierce  presented  the  memorial 
of  Samuel  E.  Coves,  and  159  others,  citizens  of 
Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  upon  the  subject  of 
a congress  of  nations.  Mr.  P.  said  that  most  of 
the  signers  were  known  to  him  either  personally  or 
by  reputation.  They  were  engaged  in  the  various 
pursuits  of  life,  and  it  was  but  just  to  say  of  them 
that  they  were  gentlemen  of  great  intelligence,  re- 
spectability and  high  moral  worth.  They  intro- 
duced the  subject,  (which  is  treated  with  clearness 
and  ability),  by  the  declaration  that  “it  is  a grow- 
ing sentiment  among  men  of  all  classes  and  pro- 
fessions, that  international  war  is  as  needless  as  it 
is  confessed  to  be  ruinous  to  the  resources  and  mo- 


rals of  a people,”  and  as  “the  most  fruitful  causes 
of  war,  (in  their  estimation),  flow  from  the  unset- 
tled state  ot  international  law,  they  present  a pro- 
ject of  a congress  of  nations  with  u view  to  the 
double  object  of  the  amicable  adjustment  of  na- 
tional disputes,  and  the  more  definite  one  of  the 
establishment  of  a code  of  international  law.”  Al- 
though Mr.  P.  did  not  concur  in  all  the  views  ex- 
pressed by  the  memorialists,  he  entertained  for  their 
opinion  a high  respect,  and  moved  the  printing  of 
the  memorial,  and  its  reference  to  the  committee  on 
foreign  relations. 

Mr.  Young  presented  a report  addressed  to  the 
right  hon.  Charles  Pmdett  Thompson,  president  of 
the  board  ot  trade  in  Great  Britain,  on  the  subject 
of  an  inquiry  into  the  number  of  accidents  on  hoard 
of  vessels  propelled  by  steam,  the  causes  leading  to 
such  accidents,  and  the  best  mode  of  prevention; 
containing  much  valuable  information  drawn  from 
the  experience  of  that  country,  as  well  as  the  coun- 
tries of  France,  Belgium  and  Holland;  which,  on 
his  motion,  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  com- 
merce. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  he  rose  to  present  a petition 
signed  by  627  citizens  of  the  city  and  county  of 
Philadelphia,  “manufacturers  of,  and  employed  in 
the  manufacture  ot  umbrellas  and  parasols.”  These 
petitioners  state  that,  under  the  21st  clause  of  the  2d 
section  of  the  tariff  act  of  July,  1832,  a duty  of  25 
percent,  ad  valorem  was  imposed  on  the  importa- 
tion of  umbrellas  and  parasols,  of  whatever  mate- 
terials  made;  that  this  duty  continued  to  be  collect- 
ed from  the  lime  that  the  act  went  into  operation 
until  the  month  of  March  last,  when  under  a new 
construction  of  the  compromise  act  of  March,  1833, 
silk  umbrellas  and  parasols  have  been  admitted  free 
from  any  duty  whatever. 

The  memorialists  therefore  asjc  congress  to  pass 
an  explanatory  act,  imposing  the  same  duties  on 
silk  umbrellas  and  parasols  which  were  paid  under 
the  acts  of  July,  1882,  and  March,  1333,  until  the 
month  of  March,  1839.  They  conclude  by  declar- 
ing that  upon  the  action  of  congress  “depends  the  . 
support  of  many  thousands  who  are  engaged  in  this 
hitherto  growing  branch  of  domestic  industry,  which 
has  amounted  to  millions  of  dollars  per  annum;  but, 
if  admitted  free  of  duty,  umbrellas  and  parasols  must 
cease  to  be  of  American  manufacture.” 

Mr.  B.  said,  if  the  senate  were  a proper  forum  in 
which  to  debate  or  decide  judicial  questions  arising 
under  our  own  laws,  he  thought  he  could  convince 
the  body  that  the  first  construction  of  the  compro- 
mise, which  had  prevailed  for  six  years,  was,  and 
that  the  late  construction  w;.3  not,  warranted  by  the 
spirit  of  that  law. 

In  what  condition,  (said  Mr.  B.)  had  this  recent 
construction  placed  our  umbrella  manufactures?- — • 
All  the  articles  entering  into  the  manufacture  of 
umbrellas,  such  as  whalebone,  brass  and  iron,  now 
paid  a considerable  duty.  To  the  extent  of  this 
duty  the  foreign  manufacturer  enjoyed  a premium 
over  the  domestic  manufacturer,  because  the  um- 
brellas of  the  former  were  imported  altogether  free 
of  duty.  He  did  not  believe  that  any  senator  who 
voted  for  the  compromise  bill  would  say  that  he 
intended  this  act  shopld  produce  any  such  effect. 

Mr.  B.  trusted  that  the  committee  on  finance 
would  determine  that  a revenue  duty  of  20  per  cent, 
should  be  imposed  on  the  importation  of  foreign 
silks,  and  this  would  relieve  the  petitioners;  or,  if 
this  should  riot  be  the  case,  they  would  report  an 
explanatory  bill,  placing  the  umbrella  manufactur- 
ers in  the  same  position  they  had  occupied  for  the 
six  years  previous  to  March,  1839. 

The  memorials  were  then  referred,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed  with  the  accompanying  documents 
from  Samuel  Wright  and  William  A.  Drown,  the 
committee  of  umbrella  manufacturers. 

Mr.  Benton  moved  the  printing  ot  certain  docu- 
ments which  had  been  referred  to  the  committee 
on  finance  in  relation  to  fishing  bounties  and  allow- 
ances, and  salt  duties. 

Upon  this  motion  an  animated  debate  arose,  and 
consumed  the  remainder  of  the  day.  Mr.  Benton 
open- d the  discussion,  and  was  followed  by  Mr. 
Allen,  of  Ohio,  who  was  replied  to  by  Mr,  Clay,  of 
Ky.  and  Mr.  Preston,  both  very  lucid  speeches. — 
Mr.  Benton  resumed,  and  was  followed  by  Mr. 
Wright  in  favor  of,  and  Mr.  Calhoun,  who  opposed 
the  printing,  in  an  argumentative  speech. 

Mr.  Walker  moved  I hat  when  the  senate  adjourn, 
it  adjourn  till  Monday  next;  which  motion  was 
agreed  to.  And  then  the  senate  adjourned. 

February  17.  The  vice  president  communicated 
to  the  senate  a message  from  the  president  of  the 
United  States  covering  a letter  from  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury,  asking  legislative  action  to  guard 
the  treasury  against  the  fluctuations  and  contin- 
gencies in  the  collection  of  revenue. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  finance. 
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Also,  a copy  of  “Hazard’s  United  States  Com- 
mercial and  Statistical  Register,”  sent  by  the  pub- 
lisher of  that  work,  and  intimating  that  it  might  be 
valuable  for  the  use  of  congress. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said,  the  work  contained,  to  his 
knowledge,  a great  deal  of  statistical  and  valuable 
information,  which  it  was  desirable  that  congress 
should  have  in  its  possession.  He  thought  it  advis- 
able, therefore,  that  a number  of  copies  might  be 
taken  for  the  use  of  the  library  of  congress,  so  that 
members  and  senators  could  at  all  times  have  access 
to  the  work.  He  would,  therefore,  move  that  it  be 
referred  to  the  joint  committee  on  the  library. 

The  following  memorials  and  petitions  were  pre- 
sented and  referred: 

By  Mr.  Webster,  from  James  Delano,  in  relation 
to  French  spoliations  prior  to  1300. 

Also,  from  Alexander  Vattemere,  proposing  a 
plan  for  interchange  of  copies  of  valuable  books, 
specimens  of  natural  history  and  fine  arts,  between 
this  government  and  other  nations  of  the  civilized 
world. 

By  Mr.  Clay,  a memorial,  numerously  and  re- 
spectably signed  by  citizens  of  New  Orleans  and 
inhabitants  generally  of  Louisiana,  asking  to  have 
the  naturalization  law  considered,  repealed,  or  re- 
modelled. 

Also,  from  citizens  of  Maine,  asking  a congress 
of  nations  for  the  settlement  of  national  difficulties 
without  a resort  to  arms. 

Also,  several  from  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
asking  that  a duty  may  be  imposed  on  foreign  silk, 
and  the  home  manufacture  of  that  article  cherished. 

By  Mr.  Tallmadge,  from  citizens  of  New  York, 
asking  the  passage  of  a uniform  bankrupt  law. 

Also,  from  citizens  of  Oneida,  asking  that  intoxi- 
cating drinks  may  not  be  used  in  the  army  or  navy, 
or  in  the  Indian  trade;  that  its  sale  or  use  may  be 
suppressed  at  the  capitol;  and  that  its  further  im- 
portation maybe  prohibited. 

Also,  from  numerous  citizens  of  Oswego,  New 
York,  praying  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  terri- 
tories of  the  United  States. 

Also,  several  of  the  same  character  from  other 
quarters.  Motion  to  receive  ordered  to  lie. 

By  Mr.  Danis,  from  inhabitants  of  Boston,  asking 
that  the  memorial  of  Hall  J.  Kelly,  in  relation  to  the 
establishment  of  a colony  at  Oregon,  and  a grant  of 
land  to  the  said  Kelly,  may  be  favorably  considered. 
This  memorial  seemed  to  take  an  active  interest  in 
promoting  the  views  of  Mr.  Kelly,  and  shows  forth 
the  services  he  has  rendered  in  exploring  the  track- 
less wilds  of  Oregon. 

By  Mr.  Merrick,  from  the  Bank  of  Washington, 
the  Bank  of  Potomac,  and  another,  asking  for  an 
extension  of  their  charters. 

By  Mr.  Wall,  from  citizens  of  Burlington,  re- 
monstrating against  the  use  of  bloodhounds  in  the 
Florida  war. 

By  Mr.  Southard,  from  citizens  of  New  Jersey, 
remonstrating  against  the  use  of  bloodhounds. 

By  Mr.  Young,  from  the  mayor  and  common 
council  of  the  city  of  Chicago,  asking  an  appropria- 
tion for  the  erection  of  a barrier  on  the  lake,  to  pro- 
tect the  city  from  inundation. 

Also,  resolutions  from  the  legislature  of  Illinois, 
in  the  shape  of  instructions  to  her  representatives 
to  procure  the  passage  of  an  act  of  congress  grant- 
ing each  alternate  section  of  land  on  the  different 
rail  road  routes  in  Illinois;  or  the  whole  of  the  un- 
sold public  lands  in  her  limits,  on  condition  that 
one-third  of  the  proceeds  should  go  to  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States. 

By  Mr.  Buchanan,  from  numerous  citizens,  ask- 
ing that  a moderate  duty  may  be  imposed  on  foreign 
silk. 

Also,  seventeen  memorials  remonstrating  against 
the  use  of  bloodhounds. 

Also,  some  memorials  in  relation  to  slavery. 
Motion  to  receive  ordered  to  lie. 

By  Mr.  Wright,  from  numerous  citizens  of  New 
York,  stating  that  the  unfortunate  state  of  the  coun- 
try required  the  passage  of  soma  uniform  bankrupt 
law. 

By  Mr.  Dixon,  resolutions  from  the  legislature  of 
Rhode  Island,  in  favor  of  the  distribution  ol  the 
proceeds  of  the  public  lands  among  the  several 
states. 

Mr.  D.  said  these  resolutions  had  recently  come 
to  his  honorable  colleague  and  himself,  and  were 
passed  by  the  legislature  of  Rhode  Island  at  its  last 
session.  Tire  deep  and  pervading,  though  common 
interest  which  his  state  had  always  felt  in  relation 
to  this  subject,  had  caused  it  more  than  once  to  ex 
press  its  view's  and  its  claims  through  the  medium 
of  its  legislature.  History  would  bear  its  ample 
testimony  that  Rhode  Island  had  mingled  herex°r- 
tions  in  the  first  arid  last  efforts  persisted  in  by  the 
country  in  that  eventful  struggle  which  had  confer- 
red this  domain.  Those  of  his  state  who  had  taken 


a leading  part  in  the  revolution — those  who  fought 
and  bled  on  that  memorable  occasion — always  sup- 
posed they  paid  the  price,  the  dear  price,  that  pur- 
chased those  lands;  and  their  descendants  had  fond- 
ly believed  that  they  could  consider  those  lands  as 
a part  of  their  own  fair  inheritance. 

The  resolutions  seemed  to  have  been  drawn  up 
on  account  of  a bill  pending  in  congress  for  a trans- 
fer of  those  lands  to  the  new  states  within  which 
they  were  located.  But,  sir,  (said  Mr.  D.)  as  that 
subject  will  be  under  consideration  of  the  seriate 
very  soon  on  the  resolutions  introduced  by  the 
honorable  senator  from  Kentucky  by  way  of  sub- 
stitute for  the  resolutions  reported  by  the  select 
committee,  and  which  have  been  for  some  days 
pending  before  the  senate,  I have  taken  occasion  to 
introduce  them  at  this  time,  and  therefore  move 
you,  sir,  that  they  be  read,  laid  on  the  table,  and 
printed. 

Mr.  Calhoun  expressed  his  astonishment  at  the’ 
resolutions.  He  could  scarcely'  conceive  that  a re- 
spectable state  like  Rhode  Island,  would  pass  reso- 
lutions without  having  seen  the  bill;  and  yet  that 
must  be  the  inference.  These  resolutions  make  a 
direct  avowal  that  the  lands  are  to  be  given  to  the 
new  states.  It  was  clear,  then,  that  that  state  had 
either  not  seen  the  bill,  or  that  she  had  taken  her 
account  of  it  from  letter-writers  who  dealt  with 
truth  as  with  fiction.  He  was  prepared  to  show’ 
that  there  would  be  as  much,  or  very  nearly  as 
much,  placed  in  the  treasury  by  his  bill  as  by  any 
other  system.  The  object  was  to  give  to  the  new 
states  a sufficient  interest  in  the  matter  to  make 
them  zealous  agents  for  the  government.  Another 
event  would  be  to  deprive  the  general  government 
of  at  least  one-third  of  its  patronage;  and  it  was 
astonishing  to  him  that  gentlemen  on  the  other  side, 
who  pretended  to  war  against  executive  patronage, 
had  never  alluded  to  this  consequence.  All  that 
Was  held  up  in  these  resolutions  was  the  idea  of  a 
clear  grant  to  the  new’  states,  against  which  he  pro- 
tested. He  was  impelled  to  the  conclusion  that 
Rhode  Island  had  not  seen  the  bill,  but  had  acted 
upon  information  derived  from  newspapers  or  letter- 
writers. 

Mr.  Dixon  said  that  he  would  not  take  upon  him- 
self to  say  that  the  legislature  of  Rhode  Island  was 
well  acquainted  with  the  details  ot  the  bill  referred 
to  by  the  honorable  senator  from  South  Carolina 
(Mr.  Calhoun)  when  the  resolutions  under  discus- 
sion were  passed.  Neither  would  he  undertake  to 
say  upon  what  information  the  legislature  of  his 
state  had  acted:  whether  upon  newspaper  authori- 
ty, as  the  honorable  senator  had  suggested,  or  by 
listening  to  the  tongue  of  common  fame,  or  whether 
its  members  had  been  governed  by  their  own  ima- 
ginations. was  not  material,  inasmuch  as  they  were 
not  mistaken  in  point  of  fact.  Sir,  (said  Mr.  D.) 
it  is  the  general  principal  of  distribution  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  public  lands  among  all  the  states  that 
these  resolutions  contemplate,  and  not  the  bill  now 
pending  in  the  senate  which  provides  for  the  trans- 
fer of  these  lands  to  the  states  within  whose  geo- 
graphical limits  they  might  lie.  That  bill  might  be 
as  perfect  in  all  its  provisions  as  the  honorable  se- 
nator supposes  it  to  be  for  his  purposes,  and  yet  be 
very  exceptionable  to  the  legislature  of  Rhode  Is- 
land, as  well  as  to  her  citizens,  who  believe 
themselves  entitled  to  their  just  proportion  of  those 
lands.  It  was,  sir,  the  principle,  and  not  the  details 
of  legislation,  that  drew  forth  resolutions  from  the 
legislature  of  Rhode  Island  which  I have  just  had 
the  honor  of  submitting. 

Mr.  Calhoun  could  have  no  objection  to  Rhode 
Island  indulging  in  her  own  views;  but  what  he 
found  fault  with  was,  that  the  resolutions  had  not 
given  a fair  representation  of  the  facts.  They  were 
wholly  wrong  in  their  views,  and  contain  an  impli- 
ed censure  on  himself.  The  bill  had  never  contem- 
plated an  unconditional  transfer  of  the  public  pro- 
perty. 

Mr.  Clay  was  of  opinion  that  the  legislature  had 
pretty  correctly  described  it.  What  said  the  bill? 
Did  it  not  propose  to  give  one-half  for  the  manage- 
ment of  the  other?  So  the  resolutions  of  the  legis- 
lature of  Rhode  Island  could  not  be  wholly  incorrect; 
thev  w'ere  half  right,  at  least,  according  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  bill.  We  had  extinguished  the  In- 
dian titles  in  nine  new  states,  and  the  whole  cost  of 
surveys  and  sales  would  not  be  more  than  five  per 
centum;  yet  here,  in  one  sweeping  clause,  it  was 
contemplated  to  cede  one-half,  the  result  of  which 
would  ultimately  be  a cession  of  the  whole.  And 
why  ? The  bill  constitutes  each  new  state  a collec- 
tor of  this  revenue,  and  their  necessities  might  tempt 
them  to  use  it,  and  year  after  year  we  should  have 
applications  to  give  time  on  these  collections.  Be- 
sides, the  states  might  think  proper  to  use  paper  as 
a circulating  medium,  while  this  hard  money  ad- 
ministration would  receive  nothing  but  specie! 
Would  you  say  to  the  state,  you  shall  not  sell  your 


land  for  the  money  which  you  are  content  to  use 
among  yourselves?  These,  with  other  causes, 
would  in  a few  years  become  so  perplexing  and  so 
embarrassing,  that  we  should  be  glad  to  relinquish 
the  whole.  Mr.  C.  alluded  to  the  remark  in  rela- 
tion to  the  diminution  of  the  patronage  of  the  gene- 
ral government.  That  he  admitted,  was  very  de- 
sirable; but  then  it  might  be  effected  at  too  great  a 
sacrifice.  Suppose  we  were  asked  to  get  rid  of  the 
army  or  navy  to  diminish  the  patronage  of  the  go- 
vernment, should  we  do  it?  And  yet  here  was  a 
plan  to  get  rid  of  a thousand  millions  of  acres  to  di- 
minish patronage.  Such  a plan,  he  thought,  could 
not  command  the  serious  approbation  even  of  the 
senator  from  South  Carolina. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  he  would  not  be  provoked  into 
debate  on  this  subject.  It  was  not  the  proper  time 
for  discussing  the  merits  of  the  question.  He  never 
had  any  confidence  in  the  results  drawn  by  the  se- 
nator from  Kentucky.  And  (said  Mr.  C.)  I will 
undertake  to  show  beyond  all  doubt  that  morally, 
physically  and  politically',  it  will  be  the  best  step 
that  can  be  taken;  and  I will  show,  moreover,  that 
it  is  based  on  principles  of  strict  justice;  and  I defy 
the  senator  or  any  of  his  friends  to  prove  the  contra- 
ry position. 

Air.  Clay.  The  senator  from  South  Carolina  has 
been  pleased  to  say  that  he  has  no  confidence  in  me. 
Sir,  J reciprocate  it  with  all  my  heart,  and  go  a 
step  further,  and  say  I have  no  confidence  in  the 
senator  whether  in  the  past,  present,  or  future. 
[Mr.  Calhoun.  I said  in  your  results.]  Well,  I ap- 
ply it  to  the  views  of  the  senator.  Instead  of  as- 
serting what  he  will  do,  and  in  a bold  and  rapid 
manner  drawing  his  results  from  bis  own  facts,  and 
saying,  “I  defy  the  senator  to  show,”  &c.  let  us  dis- 
cuss the  subject  before  an  imperial  tribunal,  the 
people.  That  was  the  true  way  to  proceed  to  trial. 
The  senator’s  description  of  his  own  arguments 
was  quite  equal  to  his  opinion  of  his  own  powers; 
but  (said  Mr.  C.)  let  us  meet  at  Philippi,  or  any 
where  else,  on  this  subject,  and  l will  pledge  myself 
to  show  it  is  one  of  the  most  wanton,  wasteful  and 
extravagant  measures  that  ever  emanated  from  any 
public  man. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  it  seemed  to  be  the  object  of 
the  senator  from  Kentucky  to  get  up  excitement  on 
the  question.  His  object  in  rising,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, was  merely  to  correct  an  error;  so  that  the 
remaks  of  the  senator  were  perfectly  gratuitous. 
He  did  not  know  how  it  was,  but  he  could  scarcely 
ever  rise  to  speak  that  the  senator  from  Kentucky 
did  not  make  assults  upon  him  in  some  way  or  other. 
We  came  here  to  do  the  public  business,  not  to  ex- 
cite amusement  in  the  galleries.  He  appealed  to 
the  senate  whether  he  had  ever  made  an  assault  or 
indulged  in  a personality  in  regard  to  that  senator. 
He  hoped  the  matter  might  be  closed,  and  the  pub- 
lic business  gone  on  with.  It  was  unbecoming  the 
senator’s  years  as  well  as  his  to  proceed  in  that  way 
any  further. 

Mr.  Clay  said  the  senator  made  appeals  to  the 
senate  whether  “he  had  ever  made  assaults  on  the 
senator  from  Kentucky.”  If  he  were  so  disposed, 
he,  too,  might  appeal  to  the  senate  and  to  truth — 
who  began  this  matter.  When  he  (Mr.  C.)  rose 
to  make  a remark  or  two  on  the  bill,  not  to  argue 
its  merits,  the  senator  said  he  had  no  confidence  in 
my  results.  WTas  that  language  proper  or  parlia- 
mentary, or  was  it  the  language  of  courtesy?  He 
understood  very  well  the  wily  course  of  the  sena- 
tor— it  was  to  give  a thurst,  and  place  himself  in 
the  amiable  attitude  of  self-defence.  Mr.  C. 
then  stated  as  he  now  stated,  that  the  bill  was  a 
clear  grant  of  one  moiety  to  the  new  states,  which, 
in  its  inevitable  consequence,  would  end  in  the 
absolute  relinquishment  of  the  whole;  and  the  se- 
nator chooses  to  construe  that  into  an  assault.  And 
speakigg  in  his  own  person — his  fovorite  person — • 
first  person  singular — “I  will  show — I will  defy — I 
have  no  confidence  in  the  results  of  the  senator.” 
I repeat  that  I am  as  unwilling  as  any  senator  to 
indulge  in  personalities,  and  as  little  in  the  habit  of 
doing  so.  In  that  business  I have  been  more  sin- 
ned against  than  sinning.  I have  been  far  more  an 
object  of  attack  than  the  senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina— as  well  in  the  senate  as  by  the  public  press, 
and  in  private  circles,  I have  sometimes  treated  it 
with  contempt,  sometimes  with  indignation,  but 
have  never  been  so  peculiarly  sensitive  as  the  se- 
nator. Mr.  C.said  the  senator  and  himself  stood 
in  “ antagonistical ” positions — their  feelings  all 
differed,  moral,  political  and  social,  and  he  had  no 
idea  that  the  senator  should  cover  himself  with  the 
cloak  of  sympathy,  and  give  a thrust  without  be- 
ing met.  I stand  (said  Mr.  C.)  .like  the  senator 
from  South  Carolina,  mi  ??;?/  reserved  rights!  And 
especially  in  relation  to  this  land  bill  1 feel,  and 
mean  to  assert  that  right. 

Some  further  remarks  were  made  by  Mr.  Cal- 
houn and  Mr.  Clay:  when 
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Mr.  Knight  rose  and  said  it  seemed  to  him,  on 
reading  the  resolutions  of  the  legislature  of  Rhode 
Island,  that  the  senator  from  South  Carolina,  mis- 
conceived the  intention  of  the  legislature,  in  sup- 
posing that  the  legislature  intended  to  censure  that 
gentleman;  they  were  opposed  to  his  bill,  and  had 
expressed  an  opinion  against  it — not  only  against 
that  bill,  but  against  all  other  propositions  to  cede 
the  public  lands  to  any  of  the  states  without  a pro- 
per equivalent.  The  legislature  did  not  believe 
that  his  bill  provided  such  an  equivalent,  and  pass- 
ed resolutions  against  the  general  principles  of  it. 

The  legislature  (said  Mr.  IC.)  is  in  favor  of  the 
proposition  of  the  senator  from  Kentucky,  dividing 
the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  among  all  the 
states,  and  has  expressed  an  opinion  in  favor  of 
that  measure,  but  with  no  intention  of  casting  cen- 
sure on  the  senator  from  South  Carolina.  A cur- 
sory reading  of  the  resolutions  clearly  satisfies  my 
mind  that  tiiere  is  no  censure  of  the  senator  con- 
tained in  them,  and  I am  confident,  from  the  know- 
ledge I possess  of  the  gentlemen  who  compose  that 
legislature,  that  no  such  intention  was  entertained 
by  them;  but  that  they  are  decidedly  opposed  to 
the  bill  introduced  by  that  senator  is  certain,  and 
as  strongly  in  favor  of  the  proposition  of  the  senator 
from  Kentucky. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  resolutions 
were  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Benton,  from  the  committee  on  military 
affairs,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  memorials  remonstrating 
against  the  use  of  bloodhounds  in  the  Florida  war; 
and  submitting  to  the  senate  certain  correspondence 
from  the  war  department  in  relation  to  the  same; 
which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Walker,  from  the  committee  on  the  pub- 
lic lands,  reported  a bill  to  authorise  the  laying  off 
the  towns  of  Madison  and  Burlington,  in  the  terri- 
tory of  Wisconsin. 

Mr.  Norvell,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a bill  authorising  the  states  to  tax  any  lands 
within  their  limits  sold  by  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Young,  from  the  committee  on  roads  and 
canals,  reported  a bill  to  authorise  the  construction 
of  a road  from  the  town  of  Dubuque,  in  Iowa,  to 
the  northern  boundary  of  Missouri. 

Also,  a bill  making  appropriations  to  complete 
certain  military  roads  in  the  state  of  Arkansas. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Davis, 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requesied  to  transmit  to  the  senate  such  information 
as  he  may  possess,  showing  the  necessity  of  further 
legislation  in  regard  to  the  papers  of  any  vessels  bound 
on  foreign  voyages. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  take  up  the  special 
order,  viz:  the  report  of  the  select  committee  on 
the  assumption  of  state  debts. 

When,  after  some  discussion  on  a point  of  order, 
its  further  consideration  was  postponed,  and  the 
senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  executive 
business.  After  which,  it  adjourned. 

February  18.  The  vice  president  communicated 
to  the  senate  a resolution  passed  by  the  legislative 
council  of  Iowa,  asking  the  passage  of  a law  of 
congress  to  authorise  the  election  of  the  governor  of 
said  territory  by  the  people. 

The  following  memorials  and  petitions  were  pre- 
sented and  referred: 

By  Mr.  Linn,  from  the  legislative  council  of  Wis- 
consin, remonstrating  against  the  confirmation  of 
the  land  tides  of  Francis  Laventure,  and  others; 
also,  copy  of  correspondence  in  relation  to  the  con- 
firmation of  a grant,  by  the  British  government,  to 
Jonathan  Carver,  by  ttie  Nodovvixo  Indians  in  the 
year  1707. 

By  Mr.  Young,  additional  documents  from  the 
mayor  and  common  council  of  Chicago,  in  relation 
to  the  erection  of  a barrier  to  prevent  inundation. 

By  Mr.  Buchanan,  from  numerous  citizens  of 
Pennsylvania,  asking  ail  increase  of  duty  on  foreign 
silks. 

By  Mr.  Sturgeon,  several  petitions  from  citizens 
of  Pennsylvania,  asking  the  abolition  of  slavery  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  and  the  abolition  of  the 
slave  trade  between  the  states;  and  admission  of  no 
state  hereafter  that  tolerates  domestic  slavery.  Mo- 
tion to  receive  ordered  to  lie. 

Also,  eleven  memorials  from  ditferent  quarters  of 
the  United  States,  remonstrating  against  the  use  of 
bloodhounds.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Also,  from  inhabitants  of  Washington;  Pennsyl- 
vania, asking  that  Texas  may  not  be  admitted  into 
the  union.  Motion  to  receive  ordered  to  lie. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Ala.  from  the  committee  on  public 
lands,  reported  a bill  to  grant  other  lands  to  the  inha- 
bitants of  townships  deprived  of  the  Kith  sections 
by  i radian  reservations. 

Mr.  Pierce,  from  the  committee  on  military  affairs: 
report'd  a bill  to  equalize  the  pay  and  allowances  of 
the  officers  of  the  line  and  staff  of  the  army. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Norvell, 

Resolved,  That  die  committee  on  private  land  claims 
he  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  granting 
eighty  acres  of  land  to  Charles  McKenzie  in  lieu  of  a 
similar  quantity  sold  to  him  by  the  land  office  at  Mon- 
roe, in  Michigan,  die  tract  so  sold  being  overspread  by 
the  lake. 

The  special  order  having  been  taken  up,  being 
the  assumption  of  state  debts,  Mr.  Norvell  submit- 
ted the  following,  which  he  moved  should  be  ap- 
pended to  the  resolulionsot  the  select  committee: 

Resolved,  That  while  the  senate  ot  the  United  States 
is  fully  impresssed  with  the  importance  and  correctness 
of  the  principles  contained  in  the  foregoing  resolutions, 
it  is  not  intended  thereby  to  create  any  doubt  of  the 
constitutional  right  of  the  states  to  contract  debts,  nor 
of  their  resources,  disposition,  or  ability  to  fulfil  the  en- 
gagements which  they  have  contracted  for  purposes  of 
internal  improvements  as  well  as  for  other  subjects  with- 
in the  range  of  their  reserved  powers. 

Mr.  Hubbard  rose  arid  addressed  the  senate  for 
near  two  hours,  when, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Norvell,  the  amendment  offer- 
ed by  him  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  the. senate  adjourned. 

February  19.  The  following  memorials  and  pe- 
titions were  presented  and  referred: 

By  Mr.  Buggies,  from  inhabitants  ofMaine,  pray- 
ing congress  to  adopt  measures  to  adjust  interna- 
tional difficulties. 

By  Mr.  Young,  from  inhabitants  of  Illinois,  ask- 
ing that  a circuit  court  may  be  held  at  Chicago,  and 
the  salary  of  the  judge  increased. 

By  Mr.  Benlon,  additional  documents  in  relation 
to  salt,  which  lie  prefaced  with  some  remarks. 

Mr.  Davis,  from  the  committee  on  commerce, 
reported  a bill  to  authorise  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury to  use  chemical  orother  oil  in  the  light  houses, 
and  to  make  the  necessary  alterations  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

Mr.  Young,  from  the  committee  on  roads  and 
canals,  reported  a bill  to  authorise  a certain  Mis- 
sissippi road  company  to  enter,  on  credit,  a quan- 
tity oi'  land. 

Mr.  Clay  addressed  the  senate  at  large  on  the 
assumption  of  state  debls,  against  the  report  of  the 
select  committee  and  all  the  several  amendments. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sevier,  the  senate  adjoured. 

nOITSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  Feb.  13.  . Mr.  Sergeant,  on  leave  pre- 
sented a letter  from  Samuel  Hazard,  esq.  addressed 
to  the  speaker,  accompanying  a copy  of  the  first 
volume  of  “The  United  States  Register.”  Read, 
and  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  library. 

The  unfinished  business  was  the  memorial  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  Davis,  of  Indiana,  from  the  national 
convention  of  delegates  from  the  states  of  Ohio,  In- 
diana and  Illinois,  held  at  Terre  Haute,  in  the  state 
of  Indiana,  for  the  purpose  of  recommending  such 
measures  as  maybe  best  calculated  to  insure  the 
final  completion  of  the  Cumberland  road  with  the 
least  possible  delay,  which  memorial  Mr.  D.  had 
moved  to  refer  to  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means. 

And  the  question  bring  on  the  adoption  of  the 
following  instructions,  heretofore  moved  by  Mr. 
Casey: 

“And  that  said  committee  be  instructed  to  report 
a bill  making  an  appropriation  of  one  hundred  and 
titty  thousand  doliais  for  each  of  the  states  of  Ohio, 
Indiana  and  Ulini  is,  to  be  expended  on  the  national 
road  in  said  states,  in  tile  year  1840,  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  war  department;  said  appropriation 
to  be  subject  to  all  the  restrictions  and  conditions 
of  former  appropriations  on  said  road.” 

And  for  which  instructions  Mr.  Pickens  yester- 
day moved  the  following  as  a substitute: 

“And  that  the  inomorial  he  committed  to  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means,  with  instructions  to 
consider  the  expediency  ot  reporting  a bill  in  favor 
of  the  measure.” 

Mr.  Pickens  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  but  yielded 
it  lor  the  moment  to 

Mr.  Russell,  who  (after  some  conversation)  sub- 
mitted, by  general  consent,  a molion  that  the  com- 
mittees should,  on  to-monow,  be  called  for  reports 
until  the  hour  of  one. 

Mr.  R.  observed  that  it  was  well  known  that  the 
committees  had  not  been  called  for  reports  during 
the  present  session. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Under  a similar  courtesy  from  Mr.  Pickens, 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson  made  an  effort  to  have  referred 
to  the  committee  on  military  affairs  the  hill  from 
.the  senafe,  now  on  Hie  speaker’s  lable,  providing 
for  the  armed  occupation  of  Florida. 

And  Mr.  Dromgoole  made  an  effort  to  have  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of 
the  union  the  annual  message  of'  the  president  of 
the  United  States. 

But  the  effort  in  both  cases  proved  unsuccessful. 


Mr.  Pickens  then  proceeded  in  his  remarks  in  op- 
position to  the  appropriation  for  the  Cumberland 
road,  and  addressed  the  house  until  a quarter  to 
two  o’clock. 

Mr.  P.  explained  that  he  had  offered  his  amend- 
ment as  a substitute  for  the  instructions  of  Mr. 
Cusey;  that  he  (Mr.  P.)  should  vote  for  his  amend- 
ment, and  then,  if  the  latter  prevailed,  that  lie 
should  vote  against  the  entire  proposition;  a course 
which,  he  said,  was  strictly  parliamentary. 

Mr.  P.  was  followed  by 

Mr.  Proffil,  of  Indiana,  who  continued  to  address 
the  house,  convulsed  as  it  was  every  few  minutes 
by  bursts  of  merriment,  until  past  3 o’clock,  when 
he  resumed  his  seat. 

Mr.  Marvin,  of  New  York,  offered  (he  following 
amendment: 

“Also,  that  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  be 
instructed  to  report  bills  in  accordance  with  the 
estimates  contained  in  the  reports  from  the  chief 
engineer  and  the  chief  of  the  topographical  en- 
gineers to  the  secretary  of  war,  and  communicated 
to  congress  by  the  president,  making  appropriations 
for  the  year  1S40,  lor  tire  continuation  of  the  con- 
struction or  improvement  of  haibors  arid  roads,  and 
the  navigation  of  rrvers,  for  which  appropriations 
have  been  heretofore  made. 

Which  having  been  read — 

Mr.  Barnard  asked  him  to  accept  of  a modifica- 
tion of  it:  but  before  complying  with  tile  request. 
Me.  M.  proceeded  to  address  the  house  for  half  air 
hour  in  support  of  the  amendment  as  offered,  when 
the  modification  haying  been  read,  Mr.  Barnard 
changed  a word  or  two  at  Mr  Marvin's  request,  so 
as  to  cause  it  to  read  as  follows: 

“Unless  in  any  particular  case  the  committee 
shall  be  of  opinion  that  the  particular  work  ought 
to  be  entirely  discontinued,  and  in  such  case  (if 
any)  the  committee  shall  submit  to  this  house  the 
reasons  which  lead  to  such  conclusions.” 

In  this  form  Mr.  Marvin  accepted  the  modifica- 
tion as  a part  of  his  amendment. 

Whereupon,  Mr.  Barnard  obtained  the  floor,  and, 
it  being  late,  moved  an  adjournment.  He  con- 
sented to  withdraw  the  motion,  however,  at  the 
request  of 

Mr.  Black,  from  the  select  committe  on  printing, 
who,  by  direction  of  that  committee,  moved  a reso- 
lution granting  the  committee  further  time  (o  sit, 
the  ten  days  lo  which  it  was  limited  by  its  appoint- 
ment being  about  to  expire. 

After  some  conversation  the  resolution  was 
adopted,  and  the  committee  had  leave  further  to 
extend  their  sittings  till  (he  first  day  of  March  next. 

Mr.  Bell  inquired  whether  this  arrangement 
would  not  rescind  any  contract  with  the  public 
printer,  and  which  was  conditional  in  its  provisions 
referring  to  the  time  of  the  committee  rendering  its 
report? 

Mr.  Black  said  that  no  such  contract  existed. — 
The  limitation  of  the  committee  to  ten  days  as  the 
period  within  which  they  must  report  did  not  affect 
the  printer  elect. 

Mr.  R.  Garland  inquired  whether  that  part  of 
the  resolution  originally  adopted,  which  made  the 
report  of  this  committee  the  special  order  every  day 
after  it  came  in,  until  it  was  finally  acted  on  by  the 
house,  would  be  infringed,  or  would  still  remain  in 
force? 

Mr.  Black  said  it  would,  of  course,  still  remain 
in  force.  Such  was  the  understanding  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Hand  succeeded  in  getting  certain  docu- 
ments referred  to  the  committee  of  claims;  and 
then 

Mr.  Barnard  renewed  his  motion  for  adjourn- 
ment, 

The  house  adjourned. 

Friday,  Feb.  14.  Mr.  Rives,  of  Virginia,  asked 
leave  to  introduce  a resolution  ordering  the  print- 
ing of  the  journal  of  the  committee  of  elections  in 
the  New  Jersey  case,  together  with  the  testimony 
taken  thus  far  by  the  committee  in  that  case. 

Objection  being  made,  and  the  resolution  having' 
been  read  for  inlorination,  Mr.  Rives  moved  to  sus- 
pend the  rules,  to  admit  his  offering  it. 

Mr.  Russell  called  Tor  the  orderoflhe  day,  (which 
was  a call  for  Ihe  reports  ol  standing  committees). 

A brief  discussion  arose  on  the  question  whe- 
ther the  motion  of  Mr.  Rives  was  in  older,  when  it 
was  decided  by  the  cllr.ir  to  be  in  order. 

Mr.  Wise  appealed  to  his  colleague,  (Mr.  Rives), 
to  withdraw  his  motion,  on  the  ground  that  another 
colleague  of  his,  (Mr.  Bolts),  a memberof  the  com- 
mittee, but  now  absent  from  the  city,  desired  tii.it 
the  motion  tor  printing  might  be  postponed  until 
his  return. 

Mr.  Rives  regretted  that  he  could  not  comply 
with  the  desire  of  hiseolleagues;  the  papers  referred 
I lo  in  the  resolution  were  voluminous;  if  the  print- 
I ing  was  done  now,  all  would  have  an  opportunity 
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to  read  and  reflect  upon  them.  He  concluded  by 
demanding  the  yeas  and  nays  on  his  motion;  which 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  Randolph,  of  N.  J.  moved  a call  of  the  house, 
but  the  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  South  Carolina,  chairman  ol  the 
committee  of  elections,  expressed  a wish  that,  by 
consent  of  the  house,  he  be  permitted  to  address  it, 
briefly,  before  the  vote  should  be  taken. 

[A  general  cry  of  “Leave!  Leave!'’] 

Mr.  Craig,  of  Va.  objected,  and  Mr.  Campbell  did 
not  press  the  request. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  taken  on  the  mo- 
tion to  suspend  the  rules,  and  resulted  as  follows; 
viz:  yeas  85,  nays  73.  There  not  being  two-thirds, 
the  rules  were  not  suspended  to  allow  Mr.  Rives  to 
make  his  motion  for  printing. 

Mr.  Rei/mlds,  of  Illinois,  made  a brief  explana- 
tion of  a misunderstanding  on  his  part  of  the  mean- 
ing of  something  which  had  previously  been  said 
by  Mr.  Crabb,  of  Alab.  on  the  subject  of  the  Cum- 
berland road. 

The  house  then  passed  to  the  business  of  the 
morning,  which  was  a call  for  the  reports  of  stand- 
ing committees;  and  the  committee  of  elections, 
which  stands  first  in  order,  having  been  called — 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson  rose  and  moved  that  that  com- 
mittee be  authorised  to  print  the  whole  of  the  pa- 
pers now  before  them  for  their  own  use;  and  on 
that  motion  demanded  the  previous  question. 

Much  commotion  took  place.  Mr.  Crabb  loudly 
called  upon  Mr.  J.  in  justice  to  the  committee  of 
elections,  to  withdraw  his  motion.  The  committee 
ought  to  be  heard;  he  demanded  that  it  be  heard. 

Mr.  Campbell,  the  chairman  of  the  committee, 
united  in  the  request,  and  asked  to  be  heard  as  the 
organ  of  the  committee. 

But  Mr.  Johnson  refused  to  withdraw  his  motion. 

Mr.  Briggs  thereupon  moved  a call  of  the  house; 
which  was  ordered — ayes  85,  noes  58. 

The  house  was  then  called;  1S7  members  answer- 
ed to  their  names;  the  doors  were  closed;  absentees 
called  over,  and  some  excuses  had  been  received, 
when  the  hour  of  one  o’clock  having  arrived,  to 
which  hour  the  consideration  of  the  subject  of  the 
Cumberland  road  had  been  postponed,  a motion 
was  made  that  further  proceedings  in  the  call  be 
for  the  presentsuspended;  which  motion  prevailing. 

The  orders  of  the  day  were  demanded;  but  pre- 
viously to  their  being  called, 

Mr.  Sergeant,  of  Penri.  on  leave,  moved  that  the 
house  take  up,  for  the  purpose  of  reference,  the 
census  bill  from  the  senate.  And  the  bill  was  ac- 
cordingly taken  up,  twice  read,  and  referred  to  the 
committee  on  the  judiciary. 

Mr.  Tillinghast  wished  to  get  some  amendments 
thereto,  contemplated  by  him,  printed  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  house;  but  it  was  refused. 

Mr.  Russell  called  for  the  reports  of  committees; 
but  the  chair  decided  that  the  orders  of  the  day 
took  precedence,  the  hour  of  one  having  arrived; 
and  the  house  accordingly  resumed  the  considera- 
tion of  the  subject  of  appropriations  for  the  Cum- 
berland road. 

Tire  immediate  question  before  the_  house  was 
the  amendment  proposed  last  evening  by  Mr.  1 Mar- 
vin, as  amended  by  Mr.  Barnard,  of  New  York. 

Mr.  Barnard  being  entitled  to  the  floor,  rose  and 
addressed  the  house  at  large  in  support  of  the 
amendment,  going  into  the  whole  policy  of  works 
of  internal  improvement,  especially  those  com- 
menced by  the  general  goverment  and  still  in  pro- 
gress; the  obligations  of  the  compromise  bill;  the 
policy  of  the  existing  administration  on  these  sub- 
jects, as  exhibited  by  the  president’s  message  and 
the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  &c.  &c. 
He  continued  to  speak  until  3 o’clock. 

Mr.  Crary, ol'  Michigan,  then  obtained  the  floor, 
and  addressed  the  house  until  five  o’clock.  In  the 
course  of  his  remarks,  Mr.  C.  criticised  at  great 
length,  and  with  much  severity,  the  military  cha- 
racter and  services  of  general  Harrison,  and  dwelt 
particularly,  (amongst  other  things),  on  the  order  of 
battle  of  Tippecanoe,  with  a view  to  show  the  ab- 
sence of  the  skill  and  talent  which  were  attributed 
to  that  officer. 

Mr.  Lincoln  made  it  a point'of  order,  that  it  was 
not  in  order  to  put  aside  the  important  business  of 
the  country  for  the  purpose  of  irrelevant  debate  of 
this  nature  on  a distinct  and  definite  proposition 
pending  before  the  house. 

Mr.  Crary  allued  to  the  great  latitude  of  debate 
allowed  to  other  gentlemen  without  interruption, 
and,  in  obedience  lo  the  general  cry  of  “go  on,” 
proceeded  to  the  end  of  his  remarks,  several  gen- 
tlemen making  specific  motions  that  he  should 
have  leave  to  do  so,  and  Mr.  Ogle,  of  Pennsylvania, 
expressed  the  conviction  he  felt  that  no  true  friend 
of  gen.  Harrison  would  be  afraid  to  listen  to  all  the 
gentleman  had  to  say, 


Mr.  Crary  having  concluded,  the  speaker  gave 
the  floor  to  Mr.  Goode,  of  Ohio,  who  holds  it  for  to-  < 
morrow.  And  then  the  house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  Feb.  15.  The  order  of  the  day  was  the 
memorial  presented  by  Mr.  Davis,  of  Indiana,  from 
the  national  road  convention,  composed  of  dele- 
gates from  the  states  of  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illinois, 
held  at  Terre  Haute,  in  the  state  of  Indiana,  for 
the  purpose  of  recommending  such  measures  as 
may  be  best  calculated  to  insure  the-  final  comple- 
tion of  the  Cumberland  road  with  the  least  possible 
delay — which  memorial  Mr.  D.  had  moved  to  refer 
to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means. 

Mr.  Goode,  of  Ohio,  being  entitled  to  the  floor, 
rose  to  address  the  house;  when 

Mr.  Sergeant  made  an  effort  to  get  the  census  bill 
reported  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  stating 
that  the  marshals  were  waiting  its  passage  that  they 
might  enter  on  their  duty  in  taking  an  enumeration 
of  the  population  of  the  union,  and  that  he  presum- 
ed no  amendments  would  be  offered  to  the  bill,  and 
no  discussion  had  upon  it. 

But  Mr.  Tillinghasl  stating  that  he  had  an  amend- 
ment to  offer,  and  suggesting  the  probability  that 
others  might  also  be  proposed, 

Mr.  Goode  courteously  declined  to  yield  the  floor, 
and  then  proceeded  to  address  the  house  for  three 
hours,  chiefly  in  reply  to  an  attack  made  yesterday 
by  Mr.  Crary,  of  Michigan,  on  the  military  charac- 
ter of  general  Harrison,  and  particularly  his  ar- 
rangements in  the  battle  of  Tippecanoe  and  con- 
duct on  that  memorable  occasion,  and  down  to  the 
time  of  the  resignation  of  bis  command.  Mr.  G. 
made  large  reference  to  historical  testimonies  and 
official  documents  in  support  of  his  statements. 

He  resumed  his  seat  about  half  past  three  o’clock, 
and  was  succeeded  by 

Mr.  Corwin,  of  Ohio,  who  also  replied  to  Mr. 
Cranfs  military  critique,  which  he  lashed  with  mer- 
ciless severity,  exciting  great  merriment  in  the 
house.  He  continued  to  speak  till  he  had  gone 
through  this  part  of  his  speech,  and  was  about  en- 
tering on  the  immediate  subject  before  the  house, 
in  relation  to  the  Cumberland  road,  when  he  yield- 
ed, at  a late  hour,  to  a motion  for  adjournment,  and 
the  house  thereupon  adjourned. 

Monday,  Feb.  17.  Mr.  Jones,  chairman  of  the  com- 
mitttee  of  ways  and  means,  moved  to  suspend  the 
rules  to  enable  him  to  introduce  a resolution  that  the 
house  will,  to-morrow,  at  one  o’clock,  resume  the 
consideration  of  the  pension  bill. 

Mr.  Jones  now  moved  his  resolution  to  take  up 
the  pension  bill  to-morrow,  at  1 o’clock;  and  on  that 
motion  he  demanded  the  previous  question,  which 
was  seconded,  put,  and  carried,  and  the  resolution 
adopted. 

Mr.  Sergeant,  chairman  of  the  judiciary  commit- 
tee, appealed  to  Mr.  Corwin,  who  was  still  entitled 
to  the  floor  on  the  Cumberlancl  road  question,  to 
give  way  to  allow  him  to  report  from  his  committee 
the  census  bill. 

Mr.  Corwin  said  that  he  understood  it  to  be  the 
decision  of  the  chair  (and  he  believed  the  dicision 
to  be  a correct  one)  the  debate  on  the  Cumberland 
road  could  not  be  resumed  at  this  time  without  a 
vote  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Lincoln  here  insisted  that,  by  the  rules  of 
the  house,  it  was  now  in  order  to  present  petitions. 

Mr.  Corwin,  resuming,  said  that  he  feared  to  yield 
to  the  request  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
(Mr.  Sergeant),  lest  the  subject  should  not  be  re- 
sumed, for  in  that  case  it  would  require  a vote  of  two- 
thirds  to  take  it  up. 

Mr.  Lincoln  insisted  on  his  motion  that  the  house 
proceed  to  receive  petitions;  he  expressed  regret 
that  he  was  constrained  by  pressing  this  motion  to 
interfere  in  the  progress  of  (he  gentleman’s  speech, 
to  which  no  man  had  listened  with  more  pleasure 
than  himself;  but  if  the  petitions  were  not  received 
now,  it  would  be  two  weeks  before  the  opportunity 
would  occur  again. 

Mr.  Corwin  appeared  to  be  hesitating,  when  the 
hall  resounded  with  cries  of  “go  on,  Corivin.’’  He 
Ihen  moved  that  the  house  do  now  resume  the  con- 
sideration of  the  instructions  proposed  to  be  given 
to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  in  relation  to 
the  Cumberland  road. 

The  motion  prevailed;  ayes  79,  noes  56. 

The  house  having  thus  determined  to  resume  the 
subject,  and  Mr.  Corwin  being  entitled  to  the  floor — 

Mr.  Sergeant  renewed  his  request,  and  Mr.  C. 
giving  way,  Mr.  Sergeant,  by  consent,  reported  from 
the  judiciary  committee  the  census  bill,  which  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union;  Mr.  S.  expressing 
his  earliest  hope  that  the  bill  would  be  taken  up  im- 
mediately after  the  pension  bill. 

Mr.  Corwin  Ihen,  at  length,  proceeded  W'ith  his 
speech,  and  advocated  with  much  eagerness  the  in- 
structions to  the  committee  to  report  a bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  Cumberland  road. 


Mr.  Corwin  spoke  till  twenty  minutes  past  three 
o’clock,  arid,  when  he  concluded,  the  speaker  gave 
the  floor  to 

Mr.  Bell,  who  yielded  it  for  a moment  to  enable 
the  speaker  to  present  to  the  house  the  following 
message  from  the  president  of  the  United  States: 

To  the  house  of  representatives: 

I submit  to  .congress  a communication  from  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  repeating  suggestions 
contained  in  his  annual  report,  in  regard  to  the  ne- 
cessity of  an  early  provision,  by  law,  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  treasury  against  the  fluctuations  and 
contingencies  to  which  its  receipts  are  exposed, 
with  additional  tacts  and  reasons  in  favor  of  the  pro- 
priety of  the  legislation  desired. 

TJie  application  assumes  that  although  the  means 
of  the  treasury  for  the  whole  year  may  be  equal  to 
the  expenditures  of  the  year,  the  department  may, 
notwithstanding,  be  rendered  unable  to  meet  the 
claims  upon  it  at  the  times  when  they  fall  due.  This 
apprehension  arises,  partly,  from  the  circumstance 
that  the  largest  proportion  of  the  charges  upon  the 
treasury,  including  the  payment  of  pensions  and  the 
redemption  of  treasury  notes,  fall  due  in  the  early 
part  of  this  year,  viz:  in  the  months  of  -March  and 
May,  while  the  resources  on  which  it  might  other- 
wise rely  to  discharge  them  cannot  be  made  availa- 
ble till  the  last  half  of  the  year,  and  partly  from  the 
fact  that  a portion  of  the  means  of  the  treasury  con- 
sists of  debts  due  from  banks,  for  some  of  which  de- 
lay has  already  been  asked,  and  which  may  not  be 
punctually  paid. 

Considering  the  injurious  consequences  to  the 
character,  credit  and  business  of  the  country,  which 
would  result  from  a failure  by  the  government,  for 
even  so  short  a period,  to  meet  the  engagements; 
that  the  happening  of  such  a contingency  can  only 
be  effectually  guarded  against  by  the  exercise  of 
legislative  authority;  that  the  period  when  such  disa- 
bility must  arise,  if  at  all,  and  which,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  session,  was  comparatively  re- 
mote, has  now  approached  so  near  as  a few  days; 
and  that  the  provision  asked  for  is  only  intended  to 
enable  the  executive  to  fulfil  existing  obligations, 
and  chiefly  by  anticipating  funds  not  yet  due,  with- 
out making  any  additions  to  the  public  burdens,  I 
have  deemed  the  subject  of  sufficient  urgency  and 
importance  again  to  ask  for  it  your  early  attention. 

M.  VAN  BUliEN. 

: February  17,  1840. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones,  the  above  message  was 
1 referred  to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  and 

* ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Belt  rose  and  said  that  he  felt  a little  embar- 
1 rassed  as  to  an  application  which  had  been  made  by 
friends  around  him.  Some  gentlemen  were  under 
the  impression  that  this  discussion  would  be  continu- 

* ed  from  day  to  day,  until  the  subject  was  disposed 
’ of;  but  he  apprehended  that,  if  not  terminated  this 

■ evening,  it  would  go  over  to  this  day  two  weeks,  un- 
less a special  order  should  be  made  in  relation  to  it. 

; Other  gentlemen  had  expressed  an  anxiety  to  have 
1 an  opportunity,  during  the  remnant  of  the  evening, 

* of  presenting  petitions,  which  could  only  be  done 
1 by  an  order  to  that  effect,  or  by  unanimous  consent. 

And,  again,  other  gentlemen  had  expressed  their 
anxiety  to  have  the  question  taken  at  some  eaily 

* day,  and  their  fear  that,  if  this  evening  was  passed  in 
1 discussion,  no  opportunity  would  be  given  to  take 
> the  question.  He  was  ready,  in  courtesy  and  in 

justice  to  the  business  of  the  house,  to  yield  to  any 
' reasonable  proposition  which  might  be  made.  If  it 
was  the  sense  of  the  house  that  the  question  should 
be  taken  immediately,  he  would  not  occupy  its 
l lime  in  any  remarks,  however  desirous  it  might  be 
’ to  him  to  submit  a few  observations.  Or,  if  it  was 

■ the  sense  of  the  house  to  postpone  the  further  con- 
: sideration  of  the  subject  to  a particular  day,  he 

* would  acquiesce.  Whatever  course  the  house 
might  think  proper  to  adopt,  he  should  feel  himself 
constrained,  in  courtesy,  to  accede  to. 

j Mr.  Casey  would  make  a suggestion.  The 
3 original  proposition  as  to  the  instructions  was  offer- 
ed by  himself.  So  far  as  he  was  concerned,  he  was 
1 willing  to  forego  the  desire  he  felt  to  address  the 
5 house,  and  he  believed  that  he  might  say  for  a num- 
ber of  the  friends  of  the  measure,  that  they  were 
; willing  and  anxious  to  take  the  question  this  even- 
ing. Other  subjects  would  come  up  on  which 
gentlemen  might  have  an  opporl unity  to  express 
' their  views  on  all  (he  various  matters  which  had 
J been  brought  into  this  discussion;  and,  in  order  that 
’ the  subject  before  the  house  might  be  referred  to  the 
' committee,  (if  it  was  the  pleasure  of  the  house  so 
’ (o  do),  and  that  the  committee  might  act  upon  it,  he 
hoped  the  question  might  be  taken  this  evening. 

3 Mr.  Bell  said  he  understood,  then,  that  no  gentle- 
. man  wished  to  speak. 

r Mr.  Rhell  begged  to  remind  gentlemen  of  what 
they  themselves  bad  said,  that  it  was  their  desire 
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that  the  question  should  be  discussed  in  ail  its  bear- 
ings fully;  and  that,  after  it  had  been  discussed,  the 
question  should  be  taken.  He  believed  that  three 
gentlemen  bad  spoken  against  the  appropriation, 
and  that  nine  had  spoken  in  favor  of  it. 

Some  further  conversation  followed,  the  result  of 
which  was  that 

Mr.  Bell  proceeded  in  his  remarks,  and  continued 
to  address  the  house  until  a little  belore  5 o’clock; 
when,  in  accordance  with  suggestions  from  gentle- 
men about  him,  Mr.  B.otfered  a proposition  extend- 
ing the  time  for  the  reception  of  petitions  and  me- 
morials until  the  first  day  ol  Maich. 

Objection  was  made,  and  some  proceedings  had, 
when  it  appeared  that  no  quorum  was  present. 

Mr.  Bell  then — on  the  understanding  that  he 
would  be  entitled  to  the  floor  for-  the  purpose  of 
closing  his  remarks  when  the  subject  next  came  up 
in  order — gave  way  to  a motion  to  adjourn,  which 
prevailed. 

And  the  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  Feb.  IS.  The  journal  having  been 
read — 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Indiana,  rose  and  asked  permission 
to  submit  a resolution,  extending  the  time  for  the 
presentation  of  petitions  and  memorials. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson  reminded  the  house  that  there 
were  some  important  propositions  to  come  up  to-day. 

Mr.  Davis  did  not  wish,  he  said,  to  interfere  with 
any  special  orders.  There  were  many  petitions 
and  memorials  yet  to  be  presented,  and  there  was 
one  very  important  subject  in  the  shape  of  a memo- 
rial now  before  the  house,  (the  memorial  under  dis- 
cussion for  some  days  past,  in  relation  to  an  appro- 
priation for  the  Cumberland  road).  It  was  impor- 
tant that  gentlemen  should  be  fully  heard  on  that 
subject,  and  that  the  action  of  the  house  should  be 
had. 

Mr.  Turney  objected. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  said  that  there  was  a very 
important  subject  now  under  discussion  before  the 
committee  ot  ways  and  means,  upon  which  they 
expected  to  report  to-morrow  and  upon  which  ac- 
tion would  be  indispensable  between  this  and  the 
time  to  which  probably  the  debate  on  the  Cumber- 
land road  might  be  extended.  If  sudh  a resolution 
was  to  be  adopted,  action  could  not  be  had. 

Mr.  Lewis  Williams  would  observe,  he  said,  in 
reply  to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, (Mr.  Jones),  that  it  would  be  in  the  power  of 
a majority  of  the  house  at  an}'  time  to  put  an  end  to 
the  debate  on  the  Cumberland  road  by  the  applica- 
tion of  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Indiana,  then  moved  a suspension 
of  the  rule,  for  the  purpose  ol  introducing  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  which  was  read  tor  information: 

Resolved,  That  the  time  for  the  presentation  of  peti- 
tions be,  extended  and  continued  until  the  first  day  of 
March. 

Mr.  Turney  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
motion  to  suspend  the  rules,  wdtich  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Pelrilcin  moved  a call  of  the  house,  which 
was  refused. 

And  the  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in 
the  negative — yeas  91,  nays  66;  (not  two-thirds 
voting  in  the  affirmative,  as  required  by  the  rule). 

So  iite  rules  were  not  suspended. 

The  business  first  in  order  was  the  resolution 
heretofore  submitted  by  Mr.  Campbell,  of  South 
Carolina,  from  the  committee  of  elections,  the  pend- 
ing motion  was  on  the  demand,  heretofore  made  by 
Mr.  Cave  Johnson,  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  C.  Johnson  said  he  wished  to  oiler  an  amend- 
ment in  lieu  of  the  one  he  had  oli'ered  the  other 
day. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  South  Carolina,  said  he  had 
been  instructed  by  the  committee  of  elections  to 
accept  the  amendment  otfeied  by  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  the  other  day  as  a modification  of 
the  original  resolution. 

The  speaker  said  that  as  the  previous  question 
was  pending,  there  could  be  no  debate.  If  the 
gentleman  wished  to  modify,  he  could  do  so. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson  then  oli'ered  the  following 
amendment  in  lieu  of  the  above,  offered  by  him  on 
a former  day. 

“That  all  die  proceedings  and  papers  before  the  com- 
mit ee  of  elections  in  relation  to  the  New  Jersey  elec- 
tion be  reported  to  the  house  by  the  committee,  with  a 
statement  of  the  names  of  the  individuals  who  received 
a majority  of  all  the  votes  given  at  the  elections  for 
members  of  the  26th  congress,  in  that  state,  and  that 
the  same  be  printed  for  the  use  of  ihe  house  and  the 
committee,  and  that  said  committee  have  leave  to  have 
such  other  papers  and  documents  in  relation  to  other 
contested  elections  pending  before  them  printed  by  the 
public  printer  of  congress.’’ 

Mr  J.  then  said  that  he  had  been  called  on  by 
various  members  of  tiie  bouse  to  withdraw  the  de- 
mand lor  the  previous  question;  and  also  by  several 
members  of  Ihe  committee,  who  desired  to  give 
some  explanation  as  to  their  course;  ami  although 


he  had  been  of  opinion  that  his  public  duty  required 
him  to  make  the  motion,  yet,  as  the  substitute 
which  he  had  now  offered  covered  the  whole  ground, 
he  was  willing  to  withdraw  the  demand. 

So  the  call  for  the  previous  question  was  with- 
drawn. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  South  Carolina,  (chairman  of 
the  committee  of  elections),  then  rose,  and  entered 
at  some  length  into  a statement  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  committee;  speaking  especially  in  regard  to 
his  own  course  as  a member  of  that  committee,  and 
in  vindication  thereof. 

At  one  o’clock,  Mr.  C concluded;  when  the 
speaker,  first  having  given  the  floor  to  Mr.  Fillmore, 
announced  the  special  order  of  the  day,  being  the 
consideration  of  the  pension  bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  the  house 
resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
state  of  the  union,  (Mr.  Lincoln,  of  Massachusetls, 
in  the  chair),  on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  payment  of  the  revolutionary  and  other  pen- 
sioners of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1839. 

The  amendments  of  Messrs.  A.  Garland  and  Un- 
derwood, was  debated  by  MeSsrs.  Tillinghast,  Rice 
Garland , White,  of  Kentucky,  Triplett,  Jones, 
Wise,  Evans,  Graves,  Curtis,  Bell  and  Pope,  and 
was  not  terminated  till  past  5 o’clock,  when  the 
committee  was  brought  to  a vote  on  Mr.  Garland's 
amendment  to  the  bill,  proposing  to  limit  the  time 
within  which  advances  should  be  made  to  pension 
agents;  which  amendment  was  rejected  by  a vole 
of  78  to  52. 

Mr.  White,  of  Kentucky,  then  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  by  striking  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause, 
and  inserting  the  following: 

“That  the  secretary  of  war,  with  the  approbation  of 
the  president  of  the  United  States,  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
authorised  to  transfer  the  unexpended  balances  of  ap- 
propriations heretofore  made  to  the  different  classes  of 
the  general  pension  fund,  to  any  of  those  classes  of 
which  the  specific  appropriations  may  be  deficient,  for 
the  purpose  uf  meeting  the  various  ciamis  upon  any  of 
the  classes  of  said  general  pension  fund.” 

. On  this  amendment  Ihe  vote  was  taken  by  tellers, 
and  resulted  as  follows:  yeas  52,  nays  73. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones,  the  committee  then  rose 
and  reported  the  bill  to  the  house. 

Mr.  Curtis  moved  an  adjournment,  but,  the  yeas 
and  nays  being  ordered,  withdrew  the  motion. 

Mr.  Clifford,  of  Maine,  moved  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  Lewis  Williams  renewed  the  motion  to  ad- 
journ. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  again  ordered,  and,  be- 
ing taken,  resulted  as  follows:  yeas  22,  nays  116. 

So  the  house  refused  to  adjourn. 

The  previous  question  was  thereupon  seconded, 
put  and  carried,  and  the  main  question  being  on 
engrossing  the  bill,  and  ordering  it  to  a third  read- 
ing, it  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  as  follows: 
yeas  135,  nays  0. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  its  third  reading. 

It  was  then  read  a third  time,  when  Mr.  Turney 
demanded  the  previous  question,  which  was  se- 
conded, put,  and  carried;  and  the  “bill  was  then 
passed. 

The  house  then,  at  6 o’clock,  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  Feb.  19.  The  speaker  laid  before 
the  house  a communication  from  the  post  office  de- 
partment; which  was  referred  to  the  committee  on 
expenditures  in  the  post  office  department. 

Mr.  Carter,  of  Tennessee,  appealed  to  Mr.  F ill- 
more,  of  New  York,  who  had  the  floor  on  the  sub- 
ject of  printing  certain  papers  before  the  committee 
of  elections,  to  yield  it  that  be  might  offer  a resolu- 
tion which  he  indicated,  but  Mr.  F.  declined,  ap- 
prehending it  would  lead  to  debate. 

The  chair  then  announced  that  the  subject  before 
the  hoiise  was  the  resolution  heretofore  offered  by 
Mr.  Campbell,  of  South  Carolina,  with  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  C.  Johnson,  and  that  Mr.  Fillmore,  of 
New  York,  was  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  Pelrilcin  rose  to  order,  insisting  that  it  was 
not  in  order  for  the  member  of  one  ol  the  commit- 
tees of  the  house  to  refer,  in  the  house,  to  what  had 
passed  in  the  committee. 

The  chair  decided  such  to  be  the  rule. 

Mr.  Fillmore  remonstrated,  and  a long  debate  on 
order  aiose.  Mr.  F insisting  on  the  necessity  of 
his  staling  facts  in  vindication  of  the  committee, 
and  the  chair  insisting  on  the  rule.  Mr.  F.  bad 
proceeded  some  time,  and  was  reading  a resolution 
which  bad  been  adopted  in  committee,  when  the 
question  of  order  was  again  raised  and  discussed  by 
Messrs.  Cave  Johnson,  W.  Thompson,  Smith,  of 
Maine,  Pelrilcin  and  Rives. 

At  length,  a motion  was  made  that  Mr.  Fillmore 
have  leave  to  proceed,  and  the  question  being  put, 
the  yeas  were  announced  to  be  95,  when  Mr.  Dun- 
can demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 


Mr.  Fillmore  then  moved  that  he  have  leave  to 
read  what  it  was  proposed  by  the  resolution  and  the 
amendment  to  print. 

Mr.  Briggs  said  Mr.  F.  or  any  other  member, 
had  a right  to  demand  the  reading  of  any  paper 
which  it  was  moved  to  print. 

The  chair' decided  that  this  did  not  apply  to  pa- 
pers belore  a committee,  and  that  Mr.  F.  could  not 
demand  (he  reading  of  the  papeis  in  question. 

From  ibis  decision  Mr.  Jldains  took  an  appeal, 
which  was  warmly  supported  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Con- 
necticut, ina  brief  speech  of  great  spirit  and  anima- 
tion. 

But  further  proceedings  on  (his  subject  were  cut 
oil’ by  the  expiration  of  the  morning  hour. 

The  orders  of  the  day  were  called,  and  after  an 
effort  by  Mr.  Rives  to  have  them  postponed,  in  order 
to  go  on  with  the  pending  debate,  were  voted — yeas 
97,  nays  92. 

The  first  order  was  the  reference  of  a bill  from 
(lie  senate  to  continue  the  works  on  the  Red  river 
raft. 

Mr.  Biddle,  who  had  moved  instructions  to  ac- 
company the  reference  of  the  bill,  had  the  floor  to 
speak  to  those  instructions,  but  yielded  it  at  the  re- 
quest of 

Mr.  Jones,  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  who  reported  a bill  additional  to  the  act 
for  the  issue  of  treasury  notes. 

The  bill  was  read  at  large,  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  and 
oi  dered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Jones  made  an  effort  to  get  it  made  the  special 
order  for  Monday  week,  to  continue  such  every  day 
until  disposed  of,  but  did  not  succeed. 

Mr.  Biddle  then  took  the  floor  on  the  senate’s  bill 
to  continue  the  work  in  removing  obstructions  in 
the  lied  river  raft.  He  continued  to  speak  until  a 
quarter  pasl  three. 

Mr.  B.  having  concluded, 

Mr.  Cross,  ot  Arkansas,  made  some  statements 
showing  the  condition  of  the  raff;  vvliat  had  been 
done;  tiie  means  necessary  to  complete  the  removal, 
&c.  He  insisted  on  the  injustice  of  abandoning  the 
work,  and  dwelt  on  the  advantages  to  be  derived 
by  the  government  of  the  United  States  (as  well  by 
the  people  of  that  region)  by  its  completion. 
Prompt  action,  he  said,  was  necessary,  if  any  was 
to  be  had,  in  making  it  useful,  and  giving  to  it  full 
effect. 

Mr.  C.  called  for  the  reading  of  sumliy  documents 
from  the  war  department,  showing  the  urgent  ne- 
cessity of  action;  which  were  read  at  the  clerk’s 
table. 

Mr.  Rice  Garland  regretted  that  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Biddle),  bad  brought  into 
this  discussion  some  of  the  topics  on  which  he  hail 
spoken,  and  urged  upon  him  to  withdraw  his  objec- 
tions, that  the  bill  might  be  referred  to  a committee. 
Much,  if  not  all  of  the  information  which  the  gen- 
tleman sought  to  elicit,  might  be  found  in  the  docu- 
ments which  had  been  laid  on  the  tables  of  members; 
and  even  if  it  were  not  so,  he,  (Mr.  R.)  hardly 
thought  that  instructions  were  appropriate  in  regard 
to  this  matter.  So  great  were  the  wants  of  ihe 
people,  and,  indeed,  oi  ihe  government  itself,  arising 
out  of  this  obsiruclion,  that  the  agent,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  funds,  had  been  induced  to  cull  on  Ihe  peo- 
ple to  aid  him,  and  had  procured  an  advance  of 
$7,000  from  the  bank,  to  prevent  the  work  from  be- 
ing absolutely  destroyed.  But,  at  the  same  time, 
the  agent  had  never  undertaken  to  pledge  the  frith 
of  the  government.  All  he  had  done  was  to  express 
the  hope  that  the  government  would  reimburse  the 
amount,  and  on  that  alone  the  advance  had  been 
founded.  He  had  never  given  any  assurance.  No 
charge  had  been  made  of  a misapplication  of  1 lie 
funds;  and,  if  any  step  was  to  be  taken,  the  better 
plan  w ould  be  to  make  a representation  of  his  con- 
duct to  the  executive,  and  not  to  adopt  a course  the 
effect  of  which  would  he  to  embarrass  the  people  in 
having  this  great  work  completed.  The  agent  had 
certainly  violated  the  strict  letter  of  his  duty;  in 
that  he  (Mr.  G.l  did  not  justify  him;  but  lie  did  not 
think  his  conduct  had  been  such,  under  the  circum- 
stances, as  would  justly  lay  him  open  to  severe 
censure. 

Mr.  G.  also  dwelt  on  the  advanlages-to  arise  from 
the  completion  of  this  work,  and  on  the  necessity  of 
a large  .appropriation  for  t hat  purpose.  The  small 
appiopriations  which  were  from  time  to  time  made 
were  ineffectual,  because,  whilst  men  were  working 
a!  one  end,  the  raft  was  forming  at  the  other.  This 
bill  made  an  appropriation  which  was  to  clear  it.-- 
He  hoped,  therefore,  the  gentleman  would  with- 
draw the  instructions,  and  suffer  the  bill  to  be  re- 
ferred at  once. 

Mr.  Bcally  then  obtained  the  floor,  and  expressed 
bis  desire  to  make  a few  remarks:  but  lie  gave  way 
to  a motion  for  adjournment;  which  prevailing. 

The  house  adjourned. 
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American  Vespucci,  who  recently  sailed  from  New 
Orleans  for  Havana,  is  said  to  have  written  a work  on 
this  country.  We  perceive  that  some  of  the  small  fry 
of  the  press  call  in  question  her  ability  to  write  a work 
of  the  kind.  The  honorable  Joseph  M.  White,  of 
Florida,  informed  us  last  summer,  that  he  had  read  a 
portion  of  her  volumes— the  portion  devoted  to  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  institution  of  slavery  as  established  in 
this  country — and,  that  it  was,  beyond  all  comparison, 
abler  than  any  thing  else  that  he  had  ever  seen  upon 
that  interesting  and  important  subject. 

[Louisville  Journal. 

Arkansas  coal.  Mr.  Walker,  a gentleman  practi- 
cally acquainted  with  coal  mining  operations,  left  at 
our  office,  a few  days  since,  a specimen  of  excellent 
anthracite  coal,  which  he  had  procured  on  land  be- 
longing to  Mr.  E.  B.  Alston,  at  Spadra  Bluff,  in  John- 
son0 county,  a few  yards  from  the  bank  of  the  Ar- 
kansas. From  a partial  experiment  we  made  in  burn- 
ing it,  we  think  it  the  best  we  have  ever  seen,  from  the 
fact  of  its  igniting  more  freely  than  any  coal  of  the 
kind  used  east  ol  the  Alleghanies.  Tins  is  the  first 
anthracite  we  recollect  hearing  of  being  found  west  of 
the  mountains,  and  will  no  doubt  prove  a profitable 
source  of  business  to  the  miners,  and  an  economical 
fuel  for  domestic  and  manufacturing  purposes.  Mr. 
Walker  has  leased  the  land  of  Mr.  Alston,  and  gone 
to  the  north  to  procure  laborers  acquainted  with  the 
business,  with  a view  of  immediately  entering  on  the 
prosecution  of  it.  We  have  no  doubt  that  in  a few 
months  such  of  our  citizens  as  wish  for  a more  eco- 
nomical fuel  than  we  have  heretofore  been  using,  will 
be  able  to  obtain  a supply  of  this  coal,  which  will  make 
a saving  of  full  fifty  per  cent,  in  the  cost  of  the  article. 
The  mere  price  paid  for  hauiing  wood  in  Little  Rock, 
would  more  than  pay  the  whole  cost  of  the  anthracite. 
The  additional  comfort  of  its  use  will  prove  a great  in- 
ducement to  burn  it,  when  our  citizens  once  become 
acquainted  with  it,  and  familiar  with  the  process  of  ig- 
niting it,  the  difficulty  of  which  is  the  only  objection  we 
ever  heard  urged  against  it.  One  good  lire  ol  it,  will, 
in  ordinary  weather  in  this  climate,  last  the  whole  day 
without  replenishing,  and  prove  a saving,  not  only  of 
money,  but  of  the  annoyance  of  constantly  replenishing 
a wood  fire  to  preserve  an  even  temperature. 

[Arkansas  Gazette. 

Attempt  to  rob  the  Union,  bank.  An  attempt  to  rob 
this  institution  was  made  on  Thursday  night  last. — 
During  the  absence  of  a clerk  who  sleeps  in  the  bank, 
some  person  effected,  by  the  aid  of’ false  keys,  an  en- 
trance through  the  front  door,  and  next  attempted  the 
iron  vault  which  is  on  the  same  floor.  In  this  they 
were  unsuccessful,  in  consequence  of  the  breaking  of 
the  key. 

On  Friday  morning  an  effort  was  made  by  the  of- 
ficers of  the  institution  to  open  the  vault,  but  the  key 
would  not  enter.  A blacksmith  was  sent  for,  who 
took  off  the  door,  when  the  broken  key  fell  out.  It  is 
of  brass,  and  retains  much  wax  about  it,  showing  that 
the  robbers  had  evidently  taken  its  dimensions  on  a pre- 
vious visit — or  by  the  aid  of  what  is  technically  called 
a “dub  key.” 

As  these  fellows  may  visit  some  other  institution  in 
this  city,  it  would  be  well  to  provide  a heavy  uose  of 
lead  and  “Dupont’s  best”  for  their  reception. 

[Bujfulb  Com.  Adv.  Feb.  9. 

Bloodhounds. — The  Florida  war.  The  recent  impor- 
tation of  bloodhounds  into  Florida,  to  be  used  for  the 
purpose  of  tracing  the  Indians  to  their  coverts  in  the 
swamps  and  hammocks,  has  caused  considerable  dis- 
cussion in  many  parts  of  the  country.  A correspon- 
dence on  the  subject  submitted  by  the  secretary  of  war 
to  the  chairman  of  the  committee  on  military  affairs  in 
the  senate,  goes  to  show  that  the  importation  referred  to 
was  made  by  the  authorities  of  Florida,  and  that  the 
dogs  are  to  be  used  “as  guides  to  discover  the  lurking 
places  of  the  Indians,  and  not,  as  has  been  erroneously 
believed,  to  worry  or  destroy  them.” 

The  secretary  states  that  the  government  was  not 
consulted  on  the  subject  of  the  importation  of  these  dogs 
by  the  governor  and  council  of  Florida,  and  was  igno- 
rant of  the  transaction  until  after  their  arrival  in  the  ter- 
ritory: but  the  department  did  not  feel  itself  justified  in 
forLidling  their  use.  The  dogs,  it  appears,  are  to  be 
muzzled,  and  each  is  held  with  a leash  by  a keeper  who 
always  accompanies  the  animal  when  engaged  in  fol- 
lowing the  track  of  a fugative.  [Amer. 

The  bloodhounds,  lately  received  from  Cuba,  have 
been  subjected  to  many  experiments,  the  results  of 
which  have  been  very  satisfactory.  They  follow  a trail 
twenty-four  hours  old  with  rapidity  and  accuracy. 
Sjrneof  them  are  to  be  employed  by  the  troops  now 
scouring  the  country  between  tiie  mouths  n(  the  Wacas- 
sassa  and  Shavvannee  rivers,  Micanopv,  &c. 

Bridges  over  the  Potomac . The  long  bridge,  we  re- 
gret to  say, 'after,  resisting  the  running  ice  tor  thirty 
hours, gave  way  about  il  o’clock  on  Monday  night, 
with  a tremendous  crash,  owing  to  the  pressure  of  the 
immense  bodies  of  ice  which  floated  down  the  river. 
We  are  also  sorry  to  learn  that  about  two  hundred 
yards  of  the  bridge  have  been  entirely  swept  away,  in- 
cluding the  draw  and  the  buildings  occupied  by  the 
bridge  keeper  on  the  Virginia  side  of  the, river.  By  (his 
untoward  occurrence,  travelling  to  and  from  the  south 
will  be  seriously  impedecj,  and  much  inconvenience 
arise  to  the  citizens  of  this  district  especially. 

Wc  are  also  sorry  to  learn  that  the  chain  bridge 
above  Georgetown,  which  was  supposed  to  be  beyond 


the  reach  of  injury,  has  been  considerably  damaged, 
and  that  it  will  probably  be  impassable  for  a short  time. 

[Aat.  I?it. 

Buenos  Ayres  and  Montevideo.  The  arrival  of  the 
brig  Drone  at  Boston,  has  furnished  the  Journal  of 
Commerce  with  letters  and  papers  from  Buenos  Ayres 
of  the  14th,  and  Montevideo  the  20th  December.  From 
these  we  learn  (according  to  a summary  prepared  to  our 
hands  in  the  Evening  Post)  that  the  representative 
house  of  Buenos  Ayres  had  passed  a decree  declaring 
the  leaders  of  the  insurrection  in  the  southern  part  of 
the  province  to  be  outlaws,  and  promising,  “after  the 
termination  of  the  present  glorious  war  of  liberty,’’  to 
reward  the  officers,  soldiers  and  civil  employers  in  the 
“infected  district,’’  remaining  faithful  to  the  government 
with  donations  of  land. 

The  Gaceto  of  9ih,  contains  despatches  with  particu- 
lars of  the  rout  of  about  one  hundred  Indians,  who  had 
made  an  incursion  on  the  Santa  Fe  frontier;  thirty 
were  killed  and  they  lost  all  their  plunder. 

Two  actions  took  place  on  the  23d  and  29th  Novem- 
ber, between  detachments  of  the  hostile  armies  in  the 
province  of  Corrientes,  in  both  of  which  the  troops  of 
governer  Lopez  were  victorious.  In  the  first,  accord- 
ing to  the  official  account,  seventeen  of  the  revolution- 
ary party  were  killed,  and  as  many  more  taken  prison- 
ers, together  with  one  thousand  horses.  Ricardo  Lopez 
Jordan,  the  leader  of  the  party,  was  among  the  pri- 
soners, and  had  arrived  at  Buenos  Ayres  under  guard. 
In  the  second  affair,  about  eighty  of  the  revolutionists 
were  kilted  including  a captain  and  two  ensigns. 
“Eleven  were  made  prisoners,’’  says  the  official  de- 
spatch, “including;  the  abominable  brutal  Unitarian,  co- 
lonel Pratricia  Maciel,  and  ensign  Ramon  Espindolas, 
both  of  whom  have  been  shot  this  day,  expiating  by 
their  death  their  horrid  crimes  and  treason.  On  our 
part  we  have  unfortunately  had  four  killed  and  five 
wounded.” 

Canals.  The  Cincinnati  papers  state  that  the  Miami 
canal  has  been  opened  for  business  since  the  10th  inst. 

The  canal  from  Cleveland  to  the  Ohio  river  was  to 
be  opened  for  trade  throughout  its  whole  length,  on  the 
17th  inst.  This  is  an  unusualiy  early  resumption  of 
canal  navigation. 

The  Pittsburg  Gazette  of  Tuesday  says,  that  the 
cross-cut  canal  will  be  open  for  navigation,  according 
to  present  expectation,  as  soon  as  the  Pennsylvania 
and  Ohio  canals.  The  cross-cut  canal  connects  the 
Ohio  canal  with  the  town  of  Beaver  on  the  Ohio  river 
—thus  opening  a communication  between  the  first 
named  work  running  through  the  heart  of  Ohio,  and 
the  great  Pennsylvania  improvements  terminating  at 
Philadelphia,  and  by  the  opening  of  the  tide  water  ca- 
nal in  the  spring,  at  Baltimore  also. 

City  bank  at  Buffalo.  The  state  comptroller  has 
given  notice  by  an  advertisement  in  the  Evening  Jour- 
nal that  the  notes  of  the  city  bank  of  Buffalo  will  con- 
tinue to  be  received  at  par  for  all  state  dues,  and  that 
the  most  effective  measures  will  be  adopted  to  realize 
a sufficient  sum  of  money  to  pay  all  the  bills  or  notes 
of  that  bank  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 

Mr.  Clay.  The  distinguished  senator  from  Kentuc- 
ky, proposed  to  visit  the  scenes  of  his  boyhood  and  the 
place  of  his  nativity,  in  the  county  of  Hanover,  Vir- 
ginia, on  the  22d  of  this  month.  The  whigs  of  Rich- 
mond are  preparing  to  receive  Mr.  Clay  with  the, 
strongest  demonstration  of  their  respect  and  attach- 
ment. A meeting' was  held  at  the  city  hall,  on  Friday 
evening  last,  to  enter  into  measures  for  the  reception. 

The  Riclrrnond  Whig  says:  “Thousands  wish  to 
join  in  the  dinner  and  ball  which  Mr.  Clay’s  presence 
will  give  rise  to.  Whigs  from  all  quarters  of  the  state 
will  flock  to  Richmond,  to  take  partin  honoring  the 
illustrious  citizen  who  has  literally  tilled  ‘the  measure  of 
his  country’s  honor.’  Ladies  from  the  country  around 
for  hundreds  of  miles,  will  desire  to  be  present  at  the 
dance.” 

Dragoons.  We  omitted  to  mention,  a few  weeks 
since,  that  a detachment  of  70  dragoons,  belonging  to 
the  1st  regiment,  had  passed  up,  on  the  steamboat  Tri- 
dent, oil  their  way  to  Fort  Wayne,  to  strengthen  the 
garrison  of  that  place.  They  were  under  the  charge 
of  capt.  E.  B.  Birdsall,  of  the  8th  U.  S.  infantry,  and 
were  a fine  looking  body  of  young  men.  Capt.  Bird- 
sall passed  down  on  the  Trident,  on  Saturday  last,  on 
his  return,  having  left  the  detachment  at  Fort  Smith. 

[Arkansas  Gazette,  Jan.  15. 

Earthquake.  About  three  o’clock  on  the  morning  of 
the  30th  January,  many  of  the  people  of  St.  Louis 
were  aroused  by  the  shock  of  an  earthquake,  which 
sensibly  shook  the  houses.  One  of  the  watchmen 
stated  that  the  shock  was  adcompanied  by  a loud  re- 
port orno’se,  and  that  the  shock  was  sufficient  to  shake 
the  icicles  from  the  eaves  of  the  houses. 

Election  of  presidential  electors  in  Pennsylvania.  The 
day  on  which  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  votes  for  the 
presidential  election,  has  been  changed  by  the  new 
election  law.  It  will  rake  place  on  the  first  Wednes- 
day of  December,  1840.  The  state  will  consequently 
be  the  last  in  which  the  choice  takes  place. 

Fires.  There  has  been  a destructive  fire  at  Spring- 
field,  Ohio.  The  only  particulars  which  we  have  yet 
seen  are  contained  in  the  following  hasty  note, 'under 
date  of  1 1th  instant,  published  in  the  Columbus  Jour- 
nal. 

Half  past  two  o’clock,  A.  M. 

A fire  broke  out  this  evening,  which  has  nearly 
burnt  our  town  up.  The  large  buildings  burnt  oppo- 


site the  Buckeye,  and  several  smaller  ones  south  of  it. 
P.  Murray’s  building  on  the  corner  east  of  the  Buck- 
eye was  burnt,  and  all  of  its  contents.  We  have  got 
but  little  town  left.  It  was  with  the  greatest  exertions 
that  we  save,d  Mr.  Werden’s  property  and  our  stables. 

The  Illinois  State  Register  says,  that  on  the  21th ult.. 
the  large  steam  mill  at  Hillsboro,  III.  was  consumed. 
AboutUvo  thousand  bushels  of  wheat  were  destroyed. 
'The  loss  was  estimated  at  from  12  to  15,000  dollars. 
No  insurance. 

Governor  of  Virginia.  Thos.  W.  Gilmer,  the  whig 
candidate,  was  elected  governor  of  Virginia  by  the 
legislature  of  that  state,  on  the  8th  ballot,  on  Tuesday, 
last.  He  received  the  precise  number  of  votes  neces- 
sary to  a choice,  the  democratic  senator  from  Accomae 
district,  Mr.  Poulson,  voting  for  him.  He  is  to  enter 
upon  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  office  on  the  4th 
of  March  next. 

Indiana  cotton.  A Bombay  paper  of  October  26th 
received  in  New  York,  says — “We  understand  that 
the  court  of  directors  have  engaged  twelve  Americans  to 
proceed  to  this  country  for  the  purpose  of  improving  the 
cultivation  and  cleaning  of  cotton,  and  that  they  may  be 
shortly  expected  to  arrive  in  Bombay.” 

Kentucky  iron  mountain.  It  appears  Missouri  is  not 
the  only  state  which  contains  an  iron  mountain.  Near 
Greenville,  Kentucky,  about  thirteen  miles  from  Green 
river,  there  is  said  to  be  a hill,  the  surface  of  which 
includes  about  5*000  acres,  almost  entirely  composed 
ot  iron  ore.  A letter  to  the  editors  of  the  Louisville 
Journal,  gives  some  account  of  this  great  mineral  for- 
mation, the  property  of  Messrs.  Buckner  and  Churchill, 
who  have  commenced  mining  operations  and  erected 
a furnace  on  the  spot.  The  writer  says — 

“At  the  point  where  the  enterprising  owners  have 
commenced  mining,  the  stratum  was  at  first  about  8 
feet  thick.  It  has  rapidly  increased  to  upwards  of  18 
feet.  The  lower  surface  dips  and  the  upper  rises,  the 
first  about  three  inches,  and  the  other  over  one  inch 
to  the  horizontal  foot.  Hence,  after  penetrating  the 
hill  60  feet  farther,  the  stratum  of  ore  will  he  more  than 
40  feet  in  thickness,  and  near  the  summit  of  the  hill 
will  exceed  several  hundred  feet.  From  the  uniform 
dip  of  the  lower,  and  rise  of  the  upper  surface,  there 
is  every  reason  to  believe  that  it  increases  to  a vast 
thickness.  That  the  top  of  the  stratum  preserves  an 
angle  elevation  equal  to  that  of  the  bill,  is,  for  a consi- 
derable distance,  very  obvious.  The  entire  mass  after 
removing  a slight  covering,  not  over  two  feet  in  depth, 
is  good  and  pure  ore,  the  whole  of  which  without  re- 
jecting any  part,  is  lit  for  the  furnace  without  washing, 
cleansing  or  separation;  and  every  100  lbs.  ofit,  by  ac- 
tual test  yields  from  40  to  45  lbs.  beautiful  metal.” 

Within  a short  distance  of  this  vast  iron  region,  coal 
is  found  in  abundance.  The  navigation  of  the  Green 
river  will  soon  be  opened  by  means  of  locks  and  dams 
so  as  to  afford  free  communication  with  the  Ohio,  so 
that  great  facilities  are  afforded  for  the  successful  work- 
ing of  these  mines. 

Maryland  stocks.  The  American  contains  the  fol- 
lowing extract  “from  an  intelligent  merchant  in  Lon- 
don to  his  correspondent  in  tiiis  country,  dated  the 
19th  December.”  We  are  gratified  to  learn  by  it,  that 
there  is  an  improvement  in  American  securities,  more 
especially  those  of  Maryland.’’ 

“American  stocks  are  better,  but  particularly  Mary- 
land sterling,  since  Barings  & Co.  have  taken  the 
agency — they  are  worth  to-day  seventy-eight  to  seven- 
ty-nine per  cent.” 

New  York  business  concerns.  The  following  sombre 
account  of  affairs  we  copy  from  the  New  York  Ex- 
press of  Saturday  last: 

Many  of  the  hanks  resemble  in  their  business  ap- 
pearance the  dry  good  stores  in  Pearl  street.  The  of- 
ficers like  the  merchants,  are  there,  but  they  are  with- 
out customers.  The  paper  that  is  offered,  is  now,  a 
large  portion  of  it  so  weak,  that  they  find  it  difficult 
to  select  sufficient  on  which  to  make  their  loans.  In- 
deed, in  the  experience  of  nearly  forty  years,  through 
periods  of  embargoes,  wars  and  various  restrictions  on 
commerce,  vve  have  never  seen  less  spirit  and  courage 
among  merchants  than  at  the  present  time.  Those 
that  are  in  debt  find  it  next  to  impossible  to  realize 
anything.  Those  out  of  debt,  and  these  are  few  in- 
deed, have  no  wish,  nor  is  there  any  inducement  to 
make  new  engagements.  Not  only  are  the  mercantile 
branches  of  trade  affected,  but  the  mechanical  suffer  in 
the  same  proportion.  The  mechanics  are  out-of  em- 
ploy, and  at  a season  of  great  suffering  too.  No  plans 
are  on  foot  for  building;  and  some' of  oar  best  contrac- 
tors have  had  to  give  up.  The  capitalist  who  lives  on 
his  money  is  also  an  equal  sufferer,  for  his  stocks  have 
depreciated,  and  have  fallen,  in  some  instances  fifty 
per  centum.  Real  estate  has  declined  to  a point  not 
known — rents,  particularly  stores,  are  30  to  50  per  cent, 
down.  This  is  a gloomy  picture,  we  know,  but  it  is 
not  more  gloomy  than  the  fact  justifies. 

Teas.  It  is  computed  that  the  average  annual  con- 
sumption of  tea  in  different  countries,  is  as  follows: 
France,  230,000  lbs.;  Germany,  2,000,000  lbs.;  Holland, 
2,800,000  lbs.;  Russia,  6,500,000  lbs.;  United  States, 
8,000,000  lbs.;  Great  Britain,  33,000,000  lbs. 

It  is  estimated  according  ;o  the  latest  advices  from 
England,  that  the  stock  of  tea  at  present  in  London,  is 
35  000,000  lbs. 

Texas.  The  estimated  increase  of  the  population  of 
Texas  during  the  past  year  is  100,000. 
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law;  Mississippi,  taking  possession  of  the  branch  of 
the  Brandon  bank  at  Paulding;  Ohio,  curious  deci- 
sion in  the  legislature;  Indiana,  issue  of  treasury 
notes;  Illinois,  the  bank  accepting  the  recharter 
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DCtRemittances  by  mail.  “A  postmaster  may  en- 
close money  in  a letter  to  the  publisher  of  a newspaper, 
to  pay  the  subscription  of  a third  person,  and  frank  the 
letter,  if  written  by  himself.” — Amos  Kendall. 

Some  of  our  subscribers  may  not  be  aware  that  they 
may  save  the  postage  on  subscription  money,  by  re- 
questing the  postmaster  where  they  reside  to  frank  their 
letters  containing  such  money,  he  being  able  to  satisfy 
himself  before  a letter  is  sealed,  that  it  contains  nothing 
but  what  refers  to  the  subscription.  [Am.  Farmer. 

FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 

At  last  we  have  the  pleasure  of  announcing,  (says 
the  New  York  Commerial)  the  arrival  of  several 
ships  from  England,  being  eight  days  later.  The 
only  one  that  we  have  yet  intelligence  from  is  the 
Tarolinta,  capt.  Smith,  from  Liverpool,  whence  she 
sailed  on  the  4th  of  January,  in  company  with  the 
Virginian  and  Westchester.  Our  files,  we  presume, 
are  on  board  those  vessels.  We  are  indebted  to 
Mr.  Kelley,  a passenger,  for  London  papers  to  the 
3d,  and  Liverpool  of  the  4th  or  January  inclusive.  1 

Rumored  ministerial  changes.  Marquis  of  Nor- 
manby  to  go  to  Paris  as  British  ambassador  vice 
lord  Granville.  Lord  Granville  to  go  to  India  as 
governor  general,  vice  lord  Auckland.  Lord  Eb- 
rington  to  take  lord  NonnaDby’s  place  in  the  home 
office,  and  the  duke  of  Davonshire  to  be  lord  lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland. 

The  corn  market  had  not  advanced — the  aver- 
ages were  lower,  and  consequently  the  duties  had 
increased. 

The  duty  on  foreign  wheat  was  raised  to  20s.  8d. 
per  quarter;  on  flour,  to  12s.  per  bbl.  American 
flour  in  bond  had  been  sold  at  previous  quotations. 

The  money  market  was  easier.  Stocks  were 
rising.  The  state  of  trade  in  Manchester  improv- 
ing and  cotton  £d.  per  lb.  higher. 

The  slock  of  cotton  on  hand,  on  31st  Dec.  was 
250,490  bales  of  which  200,000  is  in  Liverpool. 

The  deliveries  to  the  trade  during  the  year  were 
1,05S,676  bales, 

Liverpool  cotton  market,  Jan.  2.  There  has  been 
a fair  business  done  to-day  at  rather  higher  prices. 
The  sales  are  5,000  bales,  200  Pernams,  9 1-8  to 
9 1-2;  30  Bahia,  9 3-4;  40  Maranham,  9 1-2;  30 
Egyptian,  lid.;  400  Surat,  4 1-2  to  5 l-8d. 

Liverpool  corn  market,  Dec.  31.  All  kinds  of 
free  flour  were  in  limited  request  at  former  prices. 
Of  American  in  bond,  however,  some  farther  salps 
were  made  for  holding  over  at  31s.  per  bbl.  but  3 Is. 
6d.  to  32s.  being  now  asked,  serves  to  check  the 
demand — the  buyers  refusing  to  comply  with  the 
advance  required. 

The  packet  ship  Sampson,  at  New  York  from 
London,  sailed  on  the  4th  January,  and  brings  Lon- 
don papers  to  that  date. 

The  emperor  of  Russia  is  said  to  be  seriously 
ill — with  the  constitutional  or  hereditary  malady — 
insanity'. 

The  queen’s  marriage.  It  is  known  every  where, 
says  the  Brington  Gazette,  on  the  continent,  in  all 
courts,  great  and  small,  that  the  three  Cobugs,  father 
and  two  sons,  are  to  arrive  about  the  20th  of  Janua- 
ry, and  that  the  marriage  is  to  take  place  on  theSth 
of  February. 
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The  sum  of  near  four  millions,  in  specie,  was  ex- 1 
pected  in  the  Incontant  frigate,  from  the  Spanish 
main. 

The  Amistad  schooner.  The  British  government, 
it  seems,  have  been  actively  interposing  in  the  af- 
fair of  the  Atni3tad,  and  promptly  sent  despatches 
to  their  minister  here,  to  intercede  with  our  govern- 
ment in  behalf  of  the  negroes;  also,  they  directed 
their  minister  at  Madrid  to  ask  for  their  liberty, 
should  they  be  sent  to  Cuba — and  at  the  same  time 
to  urge  Spain  to  enforce  the  laws  against  Montes 
and  Ruiz. 

FRANCE. 

Havre  papers  to  the  8th  and  Paris  to  the  7th  Jan. 
have  been  received  ,by  the  packet  ship  Duchesse 
d’Orleans,  at  New  York. 

The  Paris  papers  of  the  7th  contain  the  reply  of 
the  chamber  of  peer  and  chamber  of  deputies  to 
the  king’s  speech.  The  ministerial  party  carried 
every  thing  their  own  way.  The  duke  de  Nemours 
appeared  and  took  his  seat  among  the  peers,  entirely 
recovered  from  his  late  dangerous  sickness.  The 
peers  had  adopted  their  address,  which  was  a com- 
plete echo  of  the  royal  message.  The  chamber  of 
deputies  had  theirs  yet  under  discussion. 

United  States  bank  stock  was  quoted  in  London 
at  £17  153.  All  business  in  American  securities 
was  suspended,  in  expectation  of  the  Liverpool’s 
arrival. 

A letter  fiom  Calcutta,  of  the  13th  November, 
says  the  English  ship  Nymph  arrived  there  from 
China,  after  a very  short  passage,  and  brought  the 
intelligence  that  at  Canton  all  communication  be- 
tween the  English  and  Chinese  was  entirely  broken 
off.  At  Macao,  a collision  had  taken  place  between 
the  Chinese,  and  the  English  and  Portuguese  re- 
sidents, which  ended  in  the  expulsion  of  the  Por- 
tuguese and  English  from  the  town,  of  which  the 
Chinese  had  taken  possession.  All  communications 
were  forbidden,  except  with  the  Americans,  who 
were  acutely  profiting  by  these  events  to  extend 
their  commerce.  The  letter  adds,  there  seems  to 
be  very  little  hope  of  an  amicable  arrangement. 

The  Paris  correspondent  of  the  Commercial  Ad- 
vertiser writes  as  follows,  under  date  of  71b  iost. 

The  accounts  from  Algiers  are  satisfactory,  inas- 
much as  the  Arabs  are  beaten  in  every  action.  It 
cannot  be  concealed,  however,  that  they  fight  well, 
and  although  dispatches  always  represent  them  to 
be  defeated,  they  have  never  yet  been  captured  nor 
has  any  body  of  troops  been  annihilated. 

A telegraphic  dispalch  from  Bliduh  of  the  31st 
December  announces  that  a column  of  French  troops 
attacked  the  Arabs  near  Blidah,  and  put  them  com- 
pletely to  the  route.  Three  flags  of  the  kalif  of 
Mileana,  a cannon,  and  a great  number  of  muskets 
were  captured. 

A letter  from  Oran  expresses  great  fears  of  an 
attack  by  the  Arabs  in  that  quarter.  The  island  of 
Raehgoun,  about  a mile  from  the  mouth  of  the 
Taf'na,  is  occupied  by  a French  battalion  of  in- 
fantry, but  in  this  very  spot  during  the  last  war,  the 
French,  having  been  beaten  by  an  overwhelming 
force,  were  blockaded  by  the  enemy  for  six  weeks, 
and  were  not  relieved  until  the  arrival  of  a consider- 
able reinforcement. 

It  is  ascertained  that  Abel  Kader  receives  sup- 
plies through  Morocco,  which  pass  through  Tleme- 
cen  and  Nedroma.  The  emperor  has  given  to  him 
the  title  of  grand  kalif  a. 

The  Commerce  contains  a long  and  violent  at- 
tack upon  the  French  government  for  not  protect- 
ing its  agents  against  insult  in  foreign  states.  Hav- 
ing alluded  to  the  “'insults  upon  the  French  flag  by 
the  English,”  the  Commerce  inquires  what  has 
been  done  in  the  affairs  of  the  French  naval  officer 
taken  away  by  an  American  vessel,  which  was  cap- 
tured during  the  blockade  of  Vera  Cruz,  and  re- 
specting the  French  vice  consul  at  Newport,  in  the 
United  States,  who  was  dragged  from  his  house, 
and  put  into  prison.  “If,”  adds  this  journal,  “the 
representatives  of  France  are  to  be  insulted  by  the 
American  authorities  with  impunity,  what  strength 
will  they  have,  what  respect  can  they  inspire 
among  the  hall-barbarian  governments  of  the  new 
continents?  The  ministry  must  give  an  account 
in  the  first  discussion  of  the  chambers  of  the  steps 
which  they  have  taken  to  demand  for  this  insult  a 
satisfaction,  required  alike  by  the  security  due  to 
our  trade  and  the  honor  of  our  flag.” 


Conferences  have  been  actively  opened  at  Paris 
for  a treaty  of  commerce  with  Holland.  M. 
Rochussen  on  the  part  of  king  William  and  Messrs. 
Desaugiers  and  Englehart  on  the  part  of  Louis 
Phillippe. 

Reinforcements  continue  to  embark  for  Algiers. 

The  guillotine  is  introduced  into  Constantinople. 

More  than  one-halt  of  the  silk  looms  in  Lyons 
are  without  work.  A declaration  to  this  effect  has 
been  published  in  the  Censeur  de  Lyons,  by  125 
foremen  of  manufactories. 

The  French  merchants  at  Montevideo  have  ad- 
dressed a petition  to  the  chamber  of  deputies  for  a 
sufficient  French  force,  to  put  an  end  to  the  abomi- 
nations of  Rosas,  the  dictator  of  the  Argentine  re- 
public. They  mention,  among  other  facts,  that  a 
boat’s  crew  of  a whaler,  ten  in  number,  having  sur- 
vived the  wreck  of  their  vessel,  were  driven  on 
shore  twelve  leagues  from  Montevideo.  They 
were  immediately  attacked  by  a party  of  the  dicta- 
tor’s cavalry,  80  in  number,  five  were  instantly 
shot  dead.  The  midshipman  was  then  barbarously 
beheaded,  and  his  head  carried  away  on  a spear  as 
a trophy.  The  remainder  having  been  severely 
wounded  were  taken  prisoners. 

Circulars  have  been  issued  by  the  banking  house 
of  Leland,  Bullen  & Co.  of  Liverpool,  announcing 
that  they  have  reduced  the  rate  of  interest  on  dis- 
counts to  5 per  cent. 

HOLLAND. 

The  story  of  the  abduction  of  the  king  of  Hol- 
land, which  had  been  first  circulated  in  other  coun- 
tries, began  about  the  3d  of  January  to  be  heard  of 
in  Amsterdam,  particularly  on  ’change.  Large 
sales  of  stocks  had  been  made  and  a reduction  of 
prices  had  taken  place. 

RUSSIA. 

A difference  has  arisen  between  Russia  and  Chiva 
or  Khieva.  An  expedition  is  to  be  undertaken 
by  Russia  to  be  accompanied  by  a large  number  of 
cameis,  which  are  the  only  animals  which  can  be 
employed  in  the  transportation  of  provisions  and 
war  munitions  across  the  sandy  and  barren  country 
which  must  be  passed.  The  shah  of  Persia  has 
offered  Russia  all  the  assistance  in  his  power  in  the 
war  against  Chiva. 

Correspondence  of  the  Courier  and  Enquirer. 

Paris,  January  7,  1840.  The  non-arrival  of  the 
Liverpool  steamer  from  New  York,  has  naturally 
occasioned  much  uneasiness  among  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States  resident  in  France.  It  was 
said  on  the  Bourse  to-day,  that  she  had  been  tele- 
graphed on  the  5th  instant,  but  it  was  probably  a 
mere  rumor. 

The  trifling  rise  of  a sou  in  the  4 pound  loaf,  to 
which  in  the  outset  I referred,  is  not  material,  only 
inasmuch  as  it  shows  that  the  accounts  I have  all 
along  given  you  of  the  late  harvest  were  correct. 
With  some  importations  and  no  exportations  of 
wheat  and  flour  we  may  get  on  until  the  crops  of 
the  present  year  shall  have  been  gathered,  but  we 
shall  have  no  redundancy. 

The  state  of  trade  has  not  yet  improved.  From 
Lyons,  the  accounts  received  continue  to  be  unfa- 
vorable. Two- thirds  of  the  hands  are  unemployed. 
In  Paris,  similar  complaints  exist.  The  returns 
for  the  year  just  terminated  have  been  published; 
and  they  demonstrate  the  truth  of  all  that  has  been 
said  on  the  subject.  In  the  year  1S39  there  were 
one  thousand  and  thirteen  bankruptcies  in  Paris, 
and  the  debts  of  the  bankrupts  amounted  to  sixty 
millions  of  francs.  In  1837  “the  year  of  the  Ame- 
rican crisis,”  there  had  been  only  515  bankruptcies 
and  for  only  twenty-seven  millions  of  francs. 

The  shares  in  the  loan  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  by  Messrs.  Rothschild  are  more  firm,  or 
more  in  favor,  than  at  the  date  of  my  last.  They 
are  quoted  to-day  at  94J.  I feel  bound  to  observe 
that  confidence  in  the  improvement  of  money 
affairs  in  the  United  States  is  fast  returning  here. 

Correspondence  of  the  Journal  of  Commerce. 

Havre,  Jan.  7,  1840.  On  the  whole,  holders  of 
cotton  having  shown  more  firmness,  and  been  able 
to  recover  very  nearly  the  ground  lost  during  the 
previous  week,  but  although  we  have  had  a fair 
amount  of  transactions,  the  purchasers  continue  to 
have,  generally,  but  very  little  confidence  in  the 
present  rates.  The  sales  of  the  past  eight  days 
have  been  7,800  bales,  owing  to  the  prevalence  of 
easterly  winds  latterly,  the  arrivals  have  not  ex- 
ceeded 7,000 — making  our  stock  61,000  bales. 
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We  are  likely  to  receive  at  least  35,000  bales 
more,  before  the  end  of  the  month. 

Marseilles,  Dec.  31st. — Cotton. — We  finish  the 
year  in  perfect  calm.  The  stock  and  price  are  re- 
duced. There  is  no  American  cotton  in  first  hands. 

Havre,  Feb.  7th. — Corn. — An  improvement  of 
2f.  per  sack  of  200  h.  was  realized  on  wheat  last 
market  day.  Foreign  descriptions  remain  the 
same. 

Flour. — We  have  no  sales  of  American  flour  to 
announce.  There  is  no  disposition  on  the  part  of 
buyers  to  come  forward  at  the  prices  asked,  38  a 
40f.  per  barrel,  according  to  quality. 

CHINA. 

From  Ike  New  York  American,  Feb.  25. 

The  ship  Robert  Fulton,  with  dates  to  25th  Sep- 
tember, from  Canton,  has  arrived. 

A blockade  of  the  Chinese  ports  had  been  de- 
clared by  the  British  resident  to  take  effect,  in  six 
days;  but  the  order  was  speedily  revoked.  Mean- 
time, it  was  protested  against  by  the  American 
merchants — as  the  document  annexed  will  show. 

Blockade  of  the  port  of  Canton. 

Official  public  notice.  The  high  commissioner, 
and  governor  of  these  provinces  having  publicly 
forbidden  the  regular  supplies  of  food  to  her  ma- 
jesty’s subjects,  having  commanded  the  people  to 
fire  upon  and  seize  them,  whenever  they  go  on 
shore  to  purchase  provision;  and  certain  of  her 
majesty’s  subjects  having  been  actually  cut  off: 
Notice  is  hereby  given,  that  it  is  my  intention,  at 
the  requisition  of  the  “chief  superintendent  of  the 
trade  of  British  subjects  in  China,”  to  establish  a 
blockade  of  the  river  and  port  of  Canton;  and  no- 
tice is  hereby  further  given,  that  none  other  than 
vessels  acutually  within  the  port,  or  foreign  ves- 
sels entering  within  six  days  from  the  date  hereof, 
will  be  allowed  free  egress  till  the  blockade  be  de- 
clared raised. 

Notice  of  the  blockading  force  will  be  hereafter 
promulgated. 

Given  under  my  hand  onboard  her  majesty’s 
ship  “Volage”  at  anchor  in  Hong  Kong  bay  off  the 
port  of  Canton,  this  day  11th  day  of  Sept.  1839. 

Signed,  H.  SMITH,  captain 

of  her  Britannic  majesty’s  ship  Volage. 

Protest  of  the  Americans. 

Hong  Kong,  11  th  Sept.  1839. 
“Protest  of  the  American  merchants  and  ship  mas- 
ters, against  the  blockade  of  the  port  of  Canton, 

by  the  British.” 

The  undersigned,  citizens  of  the  U.  States  of 
America,  merchants  and  ship  masters  at  present  in 
Hong  Kong  bay,  in  the  waters  of  China,  having 
heard  a report  that  it  is  your  intention,  at  the  re- 
quisition of  the  chief  superintendent  of  British 
trade  in  China,  to  blockade,  after  the  expiration  of 
six  days  from  this  date,  the  river  and  port  of  Can- 
ton,- and  that  the  force  to  be  employed  it  is  under- 
stood will  consist  of  her  Britannic  majesty’s  ship 
Volage,  under  your  command,  and  such  merchant 
vessels  as  can  be  conveniently  armed  for  the  occa- 
sion. 

We  therefore,  beg  leave,  most  respectfully,  to 
present  to  you,  and  through  you,  to  her  majesty’s 
chief  superintendent  of  trade  in  China,  that  the 
right  of  such  a blockade  cannot  be  recognised  by 
the  undersigned,  and  if  attempted  to  be  carried 
info  effect  to  their  injury,  or  the  injury  of  the 
American  shipping  and  interests,  will  be  consider- 
ed by  the  undersigned,  and  by  their  countrymen, 
an.  infringement  of  their  legal  and  just  rights;  it 
being  contrary  to  the  laws  of  nations,  existing 
treaties,  illegal  and  without  precedent. 

We  hereby  enter  our  most  solemn  protest,  and 
do  now  solemnly  protest  against  such  a blockade, 
as  we  understand  from  report,  is  now  proposed  to 
be  enforced. 

And  we  do  hereby  give  notice  that  we  shall  hold 
her  Britannic  majesty  and  her  government  respon- 
sible in  the  fullest  manner,  for  whatever  lives  may 
be  sacrificed,  and  other  losses  that  may  be  sustain- 
ed by  American  citizens,  in  consequence  of  said 
blockade  and  sudden  proceedings  of  her  majesty’s 
officers  in  China,  and  we  shall  further  hold  you 
personally  and  all  persons  acting  under  your  au- 
thority responsible  for  whatever  lives  may  be  lost, 
or  injury  sustained,  in  person  or  property,  by  any 
A merican  citizen.  We  have  the  honor  to  be,  your 
obedient  servants,  BUSSELL  & Co. 

WETMORE  & Co. 

A.  A.  RITCHIE, 

S.  B.  HAWK, 

J.  RYAN, 

J°HN  CODMAN,  jr. 

WM.  MACMICHALS, 
JOS.  O.  CARTER, 
CLINCH  WESTON, 
JOHN  CUNNINGHAM, 

To  H.  Smith,  esq.  captain  of  H.  B.  M.  ship  Volage, 
Hong  Kong  bay. 


Revocation  of  the  blockade. 

Official  public  notice.  The  safety  of  certain  of 
her  majesty’s  subjects  supposed  to  have  been  cut 
off  by  the  officers  of  the  Chinese,  having  been  as- 
certained, and  negotiations  being  made,  upon  the 
basis  of  the  withdrawal  of  the  proclamation  against 
the  lives  and  liberties  of  her  majesty’s  subjects:  It 
is  hereby  declared  that  until  further  notice  be  given, 
founded  upon  the  results  of  such  negotiations,  the 
blockade  notified  by  me  upon  the  11th  instant,  will 
not  be  established,  and  vessels  continuing  to  enter 
will  be  permitted  to  pass  unobstructed. 

Given  under  my  hand  on  board  H.  M.  ship 
Volage,  at  anchor  in  Hong  Kong  bay,  this 
16th  day  of  September,  1839. 

Signed,  H.  SMITH, 

Captain  of  H.  M.  ship  Volage. 

At  the  request  of  captain  Smith  of  H.  M.  ship 
Volage,  the  above  notice  is  circulated. 

Signed,  E.  ELMSLIE. 

Sec’y.  and  treasurer  to  the  superintendent. 

The  American  trade  was  rather  thriving  by  the 
difficulties  between  the  Chinese  and  the  British. 
The  following  decree,  issued  on  their  application, 
is  indicative  of  a good  disposition  on  the  part  of  the 
Chinese  authorities  to  our  countrymen: 

Teeang,  acting  kuenmin-foo  of  Macao,  &c.  &c. 
issues  this  clear  proclamation: 

Whereas  it  appears  that  the  American  merchants, 
Sturgis  and  others,  have  petitioned  “that  on  ac- 
count of  Elliot’s  wishing  to  prohibit  their  entering 
the  port  to  trade,  they  request  that  those  of  their 
ships  which  shall  presently  arrive,  may  proceed 
directly  to  the  Bogue,  there  wait  to  be  examined, 
and  then  pass  on  to  Whampoa,  &c.  &c. 

Now,  I having  handed  up  this  petition,  have  re- 
ceived the  following;  reply  from  Lin,  the  high  com- 
missioner, viz: 

We  have  examined  and  find,  that  whenever  a fo- 
reign vessel  comes  to  Canton  to  trade,  she  must  wait 
until  she  has  been  examined  by  the  officers  of  the 
imperial  dynasty,  to  ascertain  that  she  has  not 
brought  any  prohibited  articles,  after  which  she 
can  enter  the  port  and  trade.  Who  is  this  Elliot, 
that  presumptuously  dares  to  prohibit  the  vessels 
of  other  countries  from  entering  the  port?  Such 
conduct  as  this  is  inexpressably  obstinate,  and  it 
will  be  impossible  for  me  again  to  excuse  his  of- 
fence; besides,  strictly  commanding  the  military  of 
every  port  to  seize  Elliot  and  restrain,  him  [from 
such  doings] . That  which  Sturgis  and  others  have 
petitioned,  that  their  ships  may  sail  directly  up  to 
the  Bogue  and  there  anchor,  we  have  ordered 
the  said  kuenmin-foo  to  grant  that  it  may  be  so. 
But  lest  there  come  some  scheming  persons  among 
the  outride  foreigner?,  there  must  thp  groMpst. 
watchfulness  maintained  by  the  fleet  of  war  junks 
collected  at  the  Bogue;  they  must  daily  exercise 
and  Keep  up  the  strictest  vigilance.  We  also  re- 
quest the  admiral  of  the  fleet,  that  as  soon  as  an 
American  ship  reaches  the  Bogue,  he  will  order 
two  vessels  to  go  along  side  and  examine  whether 
there  be  on  board  any  prohibited  articles  or  fire 
arms,  to  be  introduced  against  the  laws;  after  which 
the  pilot  will  carry  her  up  to  Whampoa;  they  need 
not  at  all  anchor  within  the  chain  passage.  It  is 
thus  that  I manifest  ray  sincere  compassion,  and 
enable  them  speedily  to  return  home.  I also  issue 
a proclamation,  that  the  foreigners  of  all  countries 
may  know  that  our  ships  of  war  will  protect  them, 
if  they  quickly  enter  the  port,  not  loitering  or  pop- 
ping about  as  formerly:  let  them  [when  entered] 
wait  until  the  governor,  fooyuen  and  admiral  issue 
an  edict,  and  when  they  depart  let  them  receive 
their  chop,  &c.  &c. 

Having  received  the  above,  besides  taking  the 
reply  and  sending  it  to  the  said  American  mer- 
chants, Sturgis  and  others,  for  their  obedience, 
uniting  all  the  particulars,  I issue  this  edict,  that 
all  merchantmen  who  come  to  Canton  to  trade 
may  fully  know  its  contents;  let  them  accord  their 
obedience.  When  your  ships  arrive  and  have  pro- 
ceeded to  the  Bogue,  let  them  wait  until  the  boats 
from  the  admiral  have  examined  that  there  is  no- 
thing contraband,  nor  any  warlike  weapons  on 
board,  when  the  pilot  will  carry  them  to  Whampoa. 
They  are  not  to  anchor  within  the  chain  passage, 
nor  are  they  to  loiter  and  groupe  about,  delaying 
their  entrance.  It  is  right  that  all  be  obedient,  and 
not  oppose. — A special  edict. 

Taonkwang,  19  year,  8 month,  11th  day — Sept. 
18,  1839. 

The  Journal  of  Commerce,  upon  the  authority 
of  capt.  McMichaels,  of  the  Robert  Fulton,  states 
that  “the  British  with  their  families  had  been  oblig- 
ed by  the  Chinese  to  leave  Macao,  and  are  now  on 
board  the  English  ships  at  Hong  Kong,  35  miles 
east  of  Macao.  Captain  Elliot,  chief  superinten- 
dent of  the  English  trade,  had  hoisted  his  flag  on 
board  the  English  country  ship  Fort  William.  The 
British  trade  with  China  is  totally  suspended,  and 


no  prospect  of  an  adjustment  of  the  difficulties, 
without  aid  from  England.  The  opium  trade,  how- 
ever, was  carried  on  very  briskly,  and  at  high  prices, 
on  the  eastern  coast  of  China,  under  the  British  flag. 

There  is  much  irritation  between  the  English 
and  Chinese,  the  former  having  fired  into  several 
junks  and  having  made  an  attack  under  the  com- 
mand of  captain  Elliot,  on  the  forts  and  junks  at 
Kow  Loore,  a few  miles  to  the  eastward  of  Hong 
Kong,  it  was  reported  several  Chinese  had  been 
killed,  among  which  was  a Mandarin  of  rank. 
Captain  Elliot,  narrowly  escaped,  having  a ball 
through  his  hat.  The  Chinese  claimed  the  victory. 

The  American  trade  continued  without  molesta- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  Chinese.  Several  vessels 
under  the  American,  Spanish  and  Danish  flags 
were  employed  in  bringing  India  cotton  and  British 
manufactures  to  Canton  fron  Hong  Kong  at  high 
rates  of  frieght.  The  British  ship  Mermaid  had 
been  purchased  at  Hong  Kong,  and  was  employed 
in  the  freighting  business  under  the  American  flag 
between  there  and  Canton. 

An  additional  export  duty  on  teas  and  silks  was 
about  being  laid  by  the  Chinese,  to  meet  the  ex- 
traordinary expenses  occasioned  by  the  unsettled 
state  of  affairs  between  them  and  the  English,  new 
forts  have  been  built  at  the  entrance  of  the  river, 
and  rafts  and  chains  thrown  across  it.  An  arrival 
at  St.  Helena  from  Singapore,  reports  that  several 
vessels,  fully  armed,  were  about  sailing  for  the  east 
coast  of  China,  with  a determination  of  carrying  on 
the  opium  trade.” 


NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 

Appointments  by  the  president,  by  and  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  senate.  William  Selden,  of 
Virginia,  to  be  treasurer  of  the  United  States  in  the 
place  of  John  Campbell,  superseded. 

George  Washington  Montgomery,  to  be  consul 
of  the  United  States  for  the  port  of  Tampico,  in 
Mexico. 

Franklin  Peale,  to  be  chief  coiner  of  the  mint  of 
the  United  States  at  Philadelphia. 

Jonas  R.  MeClintock,  of  Pa.  to  be  melter  and 
refiner  of  the  U.  S.  mint  at  Philadelphia. 

Charles  Lane,  to  be  marshal  of  the  United  States 
for  the  district  of  New  Hampshire,  for  the  term  of 
four  years  from  the  3d  day  of  March  next,  when  his 
present  commission  will  expire. 

Charles  N.  Garrett,  to  be  marshal  of  the  United 
States  for  the  district  of  Louisiana,  for  the  term  of 
four  years  from  the  30th  of  April  next,  when  his 
present  commission  will  expire. 

Elias  Rector,  to  be  marshal  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  district  of  Arkansas,  for  the  term  of  four 

JOO.VO  frnm  thp  20th  T n no  next,  when  hio  prooenfr 

commission  will  expire. 

Samuel  B.  Marshall,  to  be  marshal  of  the  United 
States  for  the  district  of  middle  Tennessee. 

James  P.  Grundy,  to  be  altorney  of  the  United 
States  for  the  district  of  middle  Tennessee. 

Robert  J.  Chester,  to  be  marshal  of  the  United 
States  for  the  district  of  west  Tennessee. 

John  Mills,  to  be  attorney  of  the  United  States 
for  the  district  of  Massachusetts,  for  the  term  of 
four  years  from  the  13th  day  of  January,  1840, 
when  his  former  term  of  service  expired. 

H.  L.  Holmes,  to  be  attorney  of  the  United  States 
for  the  district  of  North  Carolina. 

Edward  McCrady,  to  be  attorney  of  the  United 
States  for  the  district  of  South  Carolina. 

Charles  Walker,  to  be  attorney  of  the  U.  States 
for  the  southern  district  of  Florida. 

Henry  W.  McCorry,  to  be  attorney  of  the  United 
States  for  the  district  of  west  Tennessee. 

Charles  Weston,  to  be  attorney  of  the  U.  States 
for  the  territory  of  Iowa. 

Robert  M.  Charleton,  to  be  attorney  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  for  the  district  of  Georgia. 

From  the  North  American. 

Some  time  since  a letter  was  addressed  by  the 
proprietors  of  this  paper  to  James  N.  Barker,  esq. 
the  comptroller  of  the  treasury,  making  enquiries 
whether  goods  imported  into  New  York  on  account 
of  Philadelphia  merchants,  when  our  navigation  is 
impeded,  could  not  be  bonded  in  this  city,  thus  sav- 
ing trouble  and  expense  to  them.  To  this  letter  Mr. 
Barker  has  returned  the  following  reply: 

Treasury  deprt.  first  compt.  office,  Jan.  27,  1840. 

Gentlemen:  I duly  received  your  letter  of  the 
3d  instant,  in  which  you  refer  to  the  uncertainty  of 
access  during  the  winter  months  to  the  port  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, and  the  consequent  necessity  imposed 
upon  the  merchants  there  of  using  the  packets  from 
Europe  to  New  York  at  that  season  for  the  impor- 
tation of  such  articles  of  merchandise  as  are  urgent- 
ly needed. 

In  view  of  these  circumstances,  it  would  seem 
that  such  importions  are  at  present  greatly  embar- 
rass ed  by  the  refusal  of  the  collector  at  N.  York  to 
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receive  the  bonds  of  the  importer  at  Philadelphia, 
although  secured  in  a way  entirely  acceptable  to 
the  collector  at  that  port,  in  consequence  of  which 
it  becomes  necessary  to  employ  and  pay  a commis- 
sion house  in  New  York  for  the  completion  of  the 
entry — and  you  submit  the  questions: 

I.  Is  this  required  by  law,  or  is  it  a practice 
adopted  capriciously  by  the  collector  at  N.  York? 

It.  If  the  former,  would  there  be  any  objections 
to  a modification  so  as  to  enable  the  merchants  at 
Philadelphia  to  secure  the  duties  at  that  port,  and 
allow  the  merchandise  to  be  entered  on  a certificate 
from  the  collector  there  to  that  etfect,  upon  which 
the  permit  will  be  issued  for  the  delivery  in  New 
York — the  examinations  to  be  made  and  the  duties 
ascertained  at  New  York,  monthly  or  quarterly  re- 
turns of  the  respective  amounts  being  made  to  the 
collector  at  Philadelphia? 

III.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  present  practice  is 
not  necessarily  enjoined  by  the  existing  laws, 
would  there  be  any  inconvenience  in  a change  pro- 
perly guarded,  which  will  not  be  more  than  com- 
pensated by  the  facilities  it  would  yield  to  Philadel- 
phia and  other  ports  for  a fair  participation  in  trade 
as  convenience  may  prompt,  especially  as  it  would 
enable  the  merchants  at  Philadelphia  to  pay  their 
duties  at  home — and  these  being  payable  in  a fixed 
currency,  will  be  received  in  Philadelphia  without 
depreciation  or  loss  to  the. government? 

To  these  questions,  which  appear  to  embrace  (he 
subject  matter  of  your  letter,  I have  given  an  at- 
tentive consideration,  and  would  beg,  as  the  most 
satisfactory  response  I can  oiler,  to  enclose  a copy 
of  a letter  addressed  to  me  when  collector  at  Phila- 
delphia, by  Mr.  Secretary  Ingham,  bearing  date  the 
29th  of  January,  1830,  merely  suggesting  that  tak- 
ing the  plan  recommended,  with  the  alterations 
which  the  existing  relations  of  the  treasury  render 
expedient,  as  the  basis  of  any  arrangement  of  the 
sort  contemplated,  the  details  under  which  the  faci- 
lities might  be  extended  must  be  matters  of  mutual 
and  reciprocal  agreement  between  the  collectors  of 
the  respective  ports  of  Philadelphia  and  New  York, 
or  such  others  as  may  be  enabled  to  assist  in  the 
promotion  of  your  objects.  I am,  yours,  &c. 

J.  N.  BARKER,  comptroller. 

The  following  is  the  extract  from  the  letter  of 
Mr.  Ingham  alluded  to  by  Mr.  Barker: 

“The  laws  require  that  the  entry  be  made  with 
the  collector  of  the  district  into  which  the  mer- 
chandise is  imported,  and  that  bonds  be  given  for 
the  payment  of  the  duties  to  such  collector;  but 
that  as  the  bond  is  to  be  given  to  the  satisfaction  of 
such  collector,  he  is  entirely  at  liberty  to  take  the 
bonds  of  merchants  of  another  district,  provided  the 
principals  be  residents  and  the  sureties  citizens  of 
the  United  States. 

I have  also  stated  to  the  chairman,  that  there  ap- 
peared to  be  no  difficulty  in  such  cases,  except  in 
ascertaining  the  sufficiency  of  the  parties  to  the 
bonds;  but  that  as  the  collectors  of  Philadelphia 
and  New  York,  would  no  doubt  be  equally  dispos- 
ed to  promote  the  general  interest  of  commerce, 
and  to  give  all  lawful  and  proper  facilities  to  so 
highly  respectable  a portion  of  the  commercial 
community,  as  those  who  desire  this  accommodation, 
I presumed  that  an  arrangement  might  be  made  be- 
tween you  and  the  collector  at  New  York,  by  which 
that  difficulty  would  be  removed,  and  the  object 
effected  without  serious  inconvenience  to  any.  The 
bonds  might  be  deposited  for  collection  in  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  at  Philadelphia  on  behalf  of 
the  collector  at  New  York. 

I would  recommend  1o  you  and  the  collector  at 
New  York,  to  enter  into  such  arrangement:  and 
seeing  no  insecurity  to  the  revenue  nor  any  other 
public  disadvantage  that  can  result  from  it,  I ad- 
dress this  communication  to  you  for  that  purpose. 
I will  write  by  this  mail  to  the  collector  at  New 
York,  and  will  thank  you  to  correspond  with  him 
on  the  subject. 

The  simplest  mode  that  occurs  to  me  for  effecting 
the  desired  object  is  this;  after  the  merchant  at 
Philadelphia  has  estimated  the  account  of  the  du- 
ties accruing  on  his  importation  into  New  York,  he 
will  execute  the  usual  bond  with  sufficient  sureties 
to  the  collector  at  New  York,  and  present  it  to  you, 
who  on  being  satisfied  with  the  sufficiency,  will  so 
certify  upon  it  to  the  collector  of  New  York.  You 
would  of  course  adopt  the  same  rules,  and  exercise 
the  same  discretion  as  in  regard  to  bonds  taken  in 
the  business  of  your  own  district.  It  might  also 
be  well  that  you  should  keep  a note  of  the  bonds 
which  you  may  thus  certify,  and  give  advice  of 
them  to  the  collector  of  New  York. 

Signed,  S.  D.  INGHAM, 

Secretary  of  the  treasury.” 

From  Florida.  Captain  Nock,  of  the  steamer  Flo- 
rida, arrived  at  this  port  on  Saturday  evening  last, 
has  furnished  us  with  the  following  Indian  news: 


A detachment  of  men,  sent  in  pursuit  of  deser- 
ters, were  fired  on  near  Fort  Brook,  on  the  1st  inst. 
by  the  Indians.  Three  men  were  wounded,  and 
the  sergeant,  whose  horse  was  shot  from  under  him 
at  the  commencement  of  the  attack,  is  missing  and 
is  supposed  to  be  killed. 

On  the  5th  inst.  a train  of  twelve  wagons,  re- 
turning from  the  interior,  when  about  ten  miles  from 
Garey’s  Ferry,  were  attacked  by  a party  of  Indians, 
12  or  15  strong,  who  fired  upon  and  killed  one  man, 
named  Farson  Camell.  They  also  killed  two  mules 
and  wounded  four  others.  The  Indians  plundered 
the  wagons  of  their  covers  and  the  provisions  be- 
longing to  the  train.  On  the  arrival  of  the  wagon 
master  at  Garey’s  Ferry,  the  quartermaster’s  men 
were  immediately  sent  in  pursuit,  but  no  signs  of 
the  Indians  were  discovered. 

[ Brunswick , Geo.  Advocate,  Feb.  11. 

More  Indian  massacres.  We  this  morning  receiv- 
ed the  distressing  intelligence  that  the  family  of 
Mr.  Rowlett,  at  Rowlett’s  mills,  in  this  county, 
about  30  miles  from  this  city,  were  massacred  by  a 
party  of  Indians,  just  before  sundown  last  evening. 
Mr.  P.  W.  Rawlett  and  a mulatto  man  were  shot 
down  by  the  Indians  before  they  had  shown  them- 
selves. The  Indians  then  approached  the  house, 
and  the  inmates  were  shot  down  in  attempting  to 
make  their  escape.  Mrs.  Hollis,  a daughter  of  Mr. 
Daniel  Rawlett,  was  seen  to  run  some  distance  from 
the  house  before  she  fell.  One  individual,  a Mr. 
Robinson,  we  believe,  who  was  near  the  premises, 
alone  escaped  to  tell  the  story.  The  elder.  Mr. 
Rawlett  and  one  of  hi3  sons  were  from  home  when 
the  massacre  took  place. 

Immediately  after  receiving  this  intelligence,  the 
Franklin  guards,  with  great  spirit  and  promptitude, 
mustered  under  lieut.  Roberts,  (the  captain  being 
absent  from  the  city),  and  having  chartered  the 
steamer  Roanoke,  to  take  them  up  the  river  to  the 
landing  nearest  the  scene  of  the  massacre,  started 
off  in  pursuit  of  the  Indians. 

By  the  Commerce  we  also  hear  of  an  attack  which 
was  made  upon  a party  of  U.  S.  dragoons,  near 
Rocky  Bluff',  on  Friday  last.  The  party  were  fired 
on  by  the  Indians  and  several  of  their  mules  killed. 
The  soldiers  fled  and  the  Indians  took  possession  of 
their  provisions  and  baggage. 

[ Apalachicola  Gazette,  Jan.  29. 

A correspondent  of  the  N.  Y.  Courier  states,  that 
general  Taylor  has  issued  an  order  to  the  detach- 
ments pursuing  the  Indians,  to  make  no  prisoners, 
and  that  a copy  of  this  order  is  now  on  file  in  the 
war  department. 

SpeaJcers  of  the  U.  S.  house  of  representatives  since 
the  adoption  of  the  constitution. 


Cong.  Years. 

Speakers. 

State. 

1 

1789 

F.  A.  Muhlenberg, 

Pennsylvania. 

2 

1791 

Jonathan  Trumbull, 

Connecticut. 

3 

1793 

F.  A.  Muhlenberg,  Pennsylvania. 

4 

1795 

Jonathan  Dayton,  New  Jersey. 

5 

1797 

do. 

do. 

6 

1799 

Theodore  Sedgwick,  Massachusetts. 

7 

1810 

Nathaniel  Macon,  N.  Carolina. 

8 

1803 

do. 

do. 

9 

1805 

do. 

do- 

10 

1807 

Joseph  B.  Varnum 

Massachusetts. 

11 

1809 

do. 

do. 

12 

1811 

Henry  Clay, 

Kentucky. 

13 

1813' 

do.  resigned,  Jan.  1814  do. 

1814 

Langdon  Cheves, 

S.  Carolina. 

14 

1815' 

Henry  Clay, 

Kentucky. 

15 

1817 

do. 

do. 

16 

1819 

) do.  (resigned) 

do. 

1820 

[ John  W.  Taylor, 

N.  York. 

17 

1821 

Philip  P.  Barbour, 

Virginia, 

18 

1823 

Henrj'  Clay. 

Kentucky. 

19 

1825 

John  W.  Taylor, 

N.  York. 

20 

1827 

Andrew  Stevenson 

Virginia. 

21 

1829 

do. 

do. 

22 

1831 

do. 

do. 

23 

1833 

» do.  (resigned)  do. 

1834 

\ John  Bell, 

Tennessee. 

24 

1835 

James  K.  Polk, 

do. 

25 

1837 

do. 

do. 

26 

1839 

Robt.  M.  T.  Hunter,  Virginia. 

Total  14  speakers;  of  whom  6 were  from  northern 

states— 

-5  from  southern  states,  and  3 from  western 

states. 

\_New  York  Express. 

NAVAL. 

The  Norfolk  papers  inform  us  that  the  U.  S.  fri- 
gate United  States,  capt.  Kearney,  from  N.  York, 
arrived  in  Hampton  roads  on  Sunday  night,  and 
came  up  the  next  morning  to  the  naval  anchorage, 
when  the  usual  salutes  were  exchanged. 

The  Potomac  of44  guns  came  out  of  the  dock  a few 
days  since,  and  is  fitting  for  service  with  despatch. 

The  broad  penant  of  commodore  Warrington  has 
been  shifted  from  the  U.  S.  ship  Java,  to  the  Dela- 
ware, of  80  guns,  capt.  C.  W.  Skinner,  the  receiv- 
ing ship  at  Norfolk. 


Orders  have  been  received  to  fit  out  for  a three 
year’s  cruise,  the  new  sloop  of  w'ar  York  Town,  at 
present  lying  at  the  navy  yard. 


STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 

NEW  YORK. 

Choice  of  mayors  by  the  people.  A bill  has  pass- 
ed both  houses  of  the  legislature  of  this  state,  car- 
rying into  effect  the  amendment  of  the  constitution 
adopted  by  the  people  at  the  last  election,  for  the 
choice  of  mayors  of  cities  by  the  people.  The 
law  is  general  in  its  operation,  (excepting  the  city 
of  New  York,  for  which  a special  amendment  has 
been  heretofore  adopted)  so  that  the  people  of  each 
city  in  the  state  will  be  called  upon  to  elect  a 
mayor  at  their  next  charter  election — notice  of 
which  is  to  be  given  by  the  inspectors  of  election 
in  the  usual  form.  [N.  Y.Amer. 

Arms.  A.  Chandler,  commissary  general  of  the 
state,  has  made  his  report,  in  which  he  states  that 
among  the  warlike  implements  of  the  state,  are  260 
brass  cannon,  287  iron  do.  49,016  muskets,  2,883 
rifles,  1,134  carbines,  683  pair  of  pistols,  2,125 
swords,  &c.  The  city  arsenal  is  reported  to  be  in 
a dilapidated  condition  and  to  require  immediate 
repair. 

Non-imprisonment  act.  In  the  non-imprison- 
ment act  now  before  the  legislature  of  New  York 
an  amendment  has  been  inserted  to  exempt  stran- 
gers from  being  imprisoned  for  debt.  The  Even- 
ing Star  approves  of  the  amendment,  and  says: 
“There  are  hundreds  desirous  of  coming  to  this 
city  on  business,  yet  are  apprehensive  that  some 
persecuting  creditor  may  consign  them  to  the  cata- 
combs immediately  on  their  arrival.” 

Sub  treasury.  The  New  York  legislature  have 
passed  resolutions  opposed  to  the  sub-treasury 
scheme.  In  the  senate  they  wrere  passed  by  a vote 
of  16  to  9,  and  in  the  house  by  a vote  of  92  to  7. 

Acknowledgment  of  deeds,  fyc.  Governor  Seward 
has  leceivcd  a communication  from  D.  Brent,  esq. 
consul  at  Paris,  with  a bill  which  has  been  submit- 
ted to  the  legislature,  giving  authority  to  consuls 
and  vice  consuls  of  the  United  States  in  foreign 
countries  to  take  acknowledgments  of  deeds, 
mortgages,  &c.  of  property  situated  in  this  state. 
A similar  bill  has  been  sent  to  the  governors  of  the 
other  states,  in  the  hope  of  procuring  a uniform 
law  on  the  subject. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

An  interesting  report.  We  have  before  us  an  in- 
teresting report  from  the  auditor  general,  in  answer 
to  the  resoulution  of  the  house  of  representatives  of 
17th  of  January  last,  requiring  that  officer  to  ascer- 
tain the  amount  of  five  dollar  bills,  the  amount  of 
ten  dollar  bills,  and  the  amount  of  twenty  dollar 
bills  ot  the  several  banks  of  this  commonwealth,  in 
circulation  on  the  first  of  April,  1839,  and  the  1st 
of  January,  1840;  and  also  the  number  of  persons 
holding  stock  in  the  several  banks,  saving  institu- 
tions and  loan  companies  of  this  commonwealth,  to 
the  amount  of  five  shares  and  under,  ten  shares  and 
under,  twenty  shares  and  under,  fifty  shares  and 
under,  one  hundred  shares  and  under,  five  hundred 
shares  and  under,  and  over  five  hundred  shares;  the 
par  value  of  such  stock,  the  number  of  shares  held 
by  females,  executors,  guardians  and  all  other  trus- 
tees or  officers  of  benevolent  institutions,  the  resi- 
dence of  such  stockholders,  and  their  titles  of  no- 
bility. 

The  United  Stales  bank  is  given  by  itself.  We 
learn  that  on  the  first  of  January  last,  the  number 
of  persons  holding  stock  in  the  institution,  was  as 
follows: 


5 shares  and  under. 

864 

persons, 

cc 

10 

661 

20 

732 
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50  “ 

994 
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100  “ 
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500 

614 
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500  and  over. 

80 
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The  par  value  of  the  stock  of  the  institution  is 
$100  per  share,  and  the  shares  are  held  as  follows: 
Shares  held  by  females,  29,876 

“ executors  and  guardians,  4,256 

“ trustees,  16,248 

“ benevolent  institutions,  1,758 

The  number  of  stockholders  in  Europe  and  else- 

where, excepting  the  United  States,  is  as  follows: 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  1,185;  France, 36;  Spain, 
59;  Portugal,  6;  Germany,  10;  Holland,  26;  Bel- 
gium, 1;  Prussia,  1;  Denmark,  2;  Switzerland,  4; 
West  Indies,  52;  East  Indies,  1;  South  America,  2; 
Mexico,  3;  Nova  Scotia,  2.  Making  in  all,  1,390, 
foreign  stockholders. 

The  nobility  holding  stock  in  the  bank,  are: — 
earls,  2;  marquises,  2;  counts  and  countesses,  8; 
lords,  2;  knights,  barons  and  baronets,  28.  Maknig 
forty-two  nobles  in  all. 

The  number  of  stockholders  in  the  United  States 
is  as  follows:  Maine  16;  New  Hampshire  23;  Ver- 
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mont  4;  Massachusetts  106;  Rhode  Island  40;  Con- 
necticut60;  New  York  236;  New  Jersey  117;  Penn- 
sylvania 1,481;  Delaware  51;  Maryland  239;  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  37;  Virginia  211;  North  Carolina 
27;  South  Carolina  340;  Georgia  36;  Ohio  22;  Ken- 
tucky 18,  Tennessee  4;  Indiana  2;  Illinois  4;  Ala- 
bama 1;  Missouri  2;  Mississippi  1;  Louisiana  11. 
Making  3,133  stockholders  in  the  United  States. 

The  five  dollar  notes  of  the  bank  in  circulation 
on  the  1st  of  January  1840,  “under  the  8th  section 
of  the  improvement  act,  passed  July  19,  1839,” 
amounted  to  $20,000  00.  The  ten  dollar  notes  in 
circulation  on  the  first  of  January,  amounted 
to  $1,831,110  00 — and  the  twenty  dollar  notes 
$1,138,880  00.  The  notes  in  circulation  on  the 
first  of  April,  1839,  were  as  follows: 

Five  dollar  notes,  none. 

Ten  dollar  notes,  $2,136,000  00 

Twenty  dollar  notes,  1,046,000  00 

Other  banks.  Fifty -one  banks,  savings  institu- 
tions and  loan  companies,  exclusive  of  the  United 
States  bank,  have  replied  to  the  inquiries  of  the  au- 
ditor general,  in  the  whole  or  in  part.  The  number 
of  five  dollar  notes  in  circulation  on  the  days  indi- 
cated, was  as  follows: 

1st  of  April,  1839,  $1,783,215 

1st  of  January,  1840,  1,175,535 

Ten  dollar  notes  in  circulation. 

1st  of  April,  1839,  $1,816,250 

1st  of  January,  1840,  1,660,161 

Twenty  dollar  notes  in  circulation. 

1st  of  April,  1839,  1,379,140 

1st  of  January,  1840,  776,740 

The  number  of  persons  holding  stock  is  as  fol- 
lows: 


Five  shares  and  underj 

3,422 

Ten  “ 

2,905 

Twenty  “ 

2,831 

Fifty 

2,647 

One  hundred  “ 

1,408 

Five  hundred  “ 

933 

Five  hundred  shares  and  over 

52 

14,198 

The  number  of  shares  held  by  females  is  39,860; 
by  executors  10,956:  guardians,  5,541;  trustees 
10,185;  officers  of  benevolent  institutions,  1,685, 
titles  of  nobility  The  title  gentleman  is  count 
de  Survelliers. 

The  stockholders  of  these  institutions  reside 
principally  in  their  immediate  vicinity. 

[ Telegraph . 

VIRGtNTA. 

State  loans  converted  into  stock.  A bill  has  pass- 
ed the  Virginia  house  of  delegates,  to  convert  the 
state  loan  of  $150,000  to  the  Winchester  rail  road 
company  into  the  stock  of  the  company. 

Time  of  meeting  of  legislature.  The  legislature 
of  Virginia  have  passed  the  bill  for  changing  the 
time  of  meeting  of  the  next  general  assembly. 

Bank  bill.  The  bank  bill  which  has  passed  the 
house  of  delegates,  Virginia,  imposes  no  restraint 
on  the  banks  which  they  can  reasonably  complain 
of,  and  only  requires  them  to  pay  specie,  when  the 
banks  of  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore  shall  have  re- 
sumed specie  payments. 

ALABAMA. 

Alabama  relief  law.  The  legislature  of  Alabama 
has  passed  a new  relief  law  extending  the  time  of 
indebtedness  to  the  State  bank  and  branches  and 
authorising  the  issue  of  post  notes  by  the  state  and 
stock  banks.  We  have  not  yet  seen  a copy  of  the 
act,  but  we  find  the  following  notice  of  its  leading 
features  in  the  Nashville  papers: 

The  act  provides  that  the  president  and  directors 
of  the  state  bank  and  branches  shall  adopt  such 
measures  in  the  collection  of  debts  due  or  coming  due 
on  the  extended  debt  (of  1837),  the  seven  percent, 
loan,  together  with  all  notes  or  bills  of  exchange, 
they  have  in  suit,  or  in  execution,  or  upon  any  ob- 
ligation, as  to  collect  or  call  in  a sum  not  exceeding 
twenty  per  cent,  per  annum  and  interest,  until  the 
legislature  shall  otherwise  direct,  upon  the  amount 
now  due  or  coming  due  on  any  of  said  debts,  until 
the  legislature  shall  otherwise  direct,  as  to  conform 
to  the  safety  of  the  banks,  and  to  the  ability  of  the 
debtors  to  discharge  their  obligations.  The  non- 
specie paying  branches  at  Mobile  and  Decatur  are 
allowed  until  the  1st  July  1841  to  resume  specie 
payments,  and  are  directed  to  increase  their  issues 
half  a million  ot  dollars  each. — The  specie  paying 
branches  at  Tuscaloosa,  Montgomery  and  Hunts- 
ville, and  the  two  stock  banks  at  Mobile  are  autho- 
rised, but  not  compelled  to  issue,  each,  half  a mil- 
lion of  twelve  months  post  notes.  In  reference  to 
this  last  provision,  the  Huntsville  Democrat  says 
that  should  the  branch  in  that  place  embrace  the 
proffered  privilege,  the  post  notes  will  be  received 
from  date  of  issue,  on  the  most  favorable  basis,  in 
exchange  for  eastern  funds,  which  the  branch  will, 
in  a short  time,  be  prepared  to  furnish. 


MISSISSIPPI. 

The  Baltimore  American  says — It  appears  that 
a recently  determined  measure  of  the  Brandon 
bank,  to  close  its  branch  at  Paulding,  in  Jasper 
county,  Miss,  and  to  transfer  the  bills  receivable  to 
the  mother  bank  for  collection,  has  met  with  stre- 
nuous opposition  on  the  part  of  the  folks  of  Pauld- 
ing. At  a public  meeting  called  for  the  purpose  of 
deliberating  on  the  subject,  a committee  of  five  was 
appointed  to  carry  out  the  course  of  action  desig- 
nated in  the  following  resolution,  which,  it  will  be 
seen,  involves  the  forcible  detention  of  the  branch 
bank  at  its  present  location: 

Resolved,  That  this  meeting  proceed  immediate- 
ly after  the  adjournment,  to  take  possession  of  the 
vault,  books,  papers  and  all  other  things  belonging 
to  the  branch  bank  at  this  place,  and  place  them  in 
the  hands  of  the  committee  of  five  who  will  provide 
for  their  safe  keeping. 

OHIO. 

Curious  decision.  A member  of  the  Ohio  legisla- 
ture has  been  for  some  time  on  his  trial  before  that 
body,  on  a charge  of  forgery,  and  a motion  made  to 
expel  him.  The  question  was  lately  taken  as  to 
his  guilt,  and  the  requisite  number  of  two-thirds 
voted  that  he  was  guilty  of  the  charge.  The  vote 
was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to  expel,  which  was 
decided  in  the  negative — not  two-thirds  voting 
for  it. 

INDIANA. 

We  learn  from  the  Louisville  Public  Advertiser, 
that  a bill  for  the  relief  of  the  contractors  on  the 
public  works  has  passed  both  houses  of  the  legisla- 
ture of  Indiana.  According  to  the  Advertiser,  it 
provides  for  the  issue  of  treasury  notes,  of  the  de- 
nomination of  $5  and  $50,  to  the  amount  of 
$1,500,000 — half  the  sum  in  five  dollar  notes,  and 
the  other  half  in  notes  of  fifty  dollars  each.  The 
five  dollar  notes  are  to  be  made  payable  in  one 
year,  and  the  fifty  dollar  notes  in  two  years;  the 
former  receivable  for  state  taxes  in  1840,  and  the 
latter  in  1841.  A fund  for  the  redemption  ofthose 
outstanding  at  the  expiration  of  their  respective 
times  of  payment,  to  be  set  apart  out  of  the  first 
means  obtained  from  the  sale  of  the  interest  of  the 
state  in  any  lots,  property,  or  debts  due  from  banks. 

Imprisonment  for  debt.  A bill  to  abolish  impri- 
sonment lor  debt  has  passed  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives of  Indiana  by  a large  majority. 

ILLINOIS. 

The  state  bank  of  Illinois  has  accepted  the  terms 
of  recharter  proposed  by  the  legislature. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  BUCHANAN,  OF  PA. 

ON  THE  SUB-TREASURY  BILL. 

In  senate— January  22, 1840. 

Mr.  Buchanan  rose  and  said — Mr.  President:  It 
is  not  ray  purpose  on  the  present  occasion  to  go 
very  much  at  length  into  a discussion  of  the  pro- 
visions of  this  bill.  I intend,  in  a great  degree, 
indeed  almost  exclusively,  to  confine  myself  to  a 
reply,  or  at  least  an  attempt  to  reply,  to  the  remarks 
of  the  senator  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Clay). 

In  all  discussions,  if  we  desire  to  arrive  at  a sa- 
tisfactory conclusion,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that 
we  should  distinctly  understand  what  is  the  ques- 
tion to  be  discussed.  Then,  let  me  ask,  what  is 
the  nature  and  character  of  the  independent  trea- 
sury bill  now  before  the  senate? 

Since  the  origin  of  the  government,  our  own  re- 
sponsible officers  have  always  collected  the  public 
revenue,  and  have  always  disbursed  the  public  re- 
venue. Heretofore,  during  the  intermediate  space 
of  time  between  its  collection  and  its  disbursement, 
it  has  been  deposited  with  banking  corporations. 
The  object  of  this  bill  is  to  provide  that  our  own 
responsible  officers  shall  be  substituted  as  deposi- 
taries, instead  of  banking  corporations;  and  that 
these  officers  shall  hereafter  not  only  collect  and 
disburse  the  public  money  as  they  have  always 
done,  but  that  they  shall  also  have  the  custody  of  it 
between  its  collection  and  disbursement. 

Under  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  every  officer 
throughout  the  United  States  who  receives  public 
money  is  constituted  a depositary.  But  there  are 
certain  points  where  very  large  sums  of  public  mo- 
ney are  collected,  or  are  disbursed,  or  both;  and  at 
these  points,  both  the  secuiity  of  the  revenue  and 
the  public  convenience  require  that  there  should 
be  depositaries  distinct  from,  and  independent  of, 
the  collecting  officers.  These  points  are  Philadel- 
phia, New  Orleans,  New  York,  Boston,  Charleston 
and  St.  Louis.  Accordingly,  the  bill  proposes  to 
convert  the  mint  at  Philadelphia  and  the  branch 
mint  at  New  Orleans  into  places  of  public  deposite, 
and  entrusts  the  custody  of  the  public  money  to  the 
treasurers  of  these  institutions  respectively;  and  it 
creates  sub-treasuries,  each  to  be  under  the  control 
of  a receiver  general,  at  New  York,  at  Boston,  at 
Charleston,  and  at  St.  Louis.  , 


Thus  far,  sir,  it  will  be  perceived  that  this  bill 
makes  no  change  in  the  settled  policy  of  the  coun- 
try, except  merely  to  provide  that  the  public  mo- 
ney, in  the  intermediate  time  between  its  receipt 
into  the  treasury  and  its  disbursement,  shall  be  en- 
trusted to  our  own  responsible  officers,  instead  of 
irresponsible  corporations. 

In  addition  to  these  provisions,  the  bill  contains 
what  has  been  commonly  denominated  the  specie 
clause.  This  section  provides  that  one-fourth  of 
the  dues  of  the  government  shall  be  collected  in 
gold  and  silver  alter  the  30th  June,  1840,  one-half 
after  the  30th  June,  1841,  three-fourths  after  the 
30th  June,  1842;  and  after  the  30th  June,  1843,  all 
the  revenue  of  the  government  shall  be  collected, 
and  all  its  disbursements  shall  be  made,  in  gold  anil 
silver  coin. 

Now,  sir,  when  separated  from  the  details  neces- 
sary to  carry  these  principles  into  execution,  this  is 
the  bill,  the  whole  bill,  and  nothing  but  the  bill 
which  has  excited  so  much  unnecessary  alarm 
throughout  the  country. 

In  discussing  this  bill,  the  senator  from  Kentucky 
has  divided  his  remarks  into  two  general  heads. 
He  has  first  considered  the  bill  according  to  what  its 
friends  say  it  is;  and,  in  the  second  place,  has  dis- 
cussed it  according  to  what  he  himself  believes  it  to 
be.  In  my  reply  I shall  invert  this  order,  because 
it  is  necessary  first  to  prove  that  the  senator  him- 
self has  entirely  mistaken  the  nature  and  effects  of 
the  measure,  and  that  its  friends  entertain  a just 
conception  of  its  character. 

The  senator  held  up  the  bill  triumphantly  to  pub- 
lic view,  and  declared  that  it  contained  within  its 
provisions  a great  government  treasury  bank.  Now, 
if  I cannot  make  it  manifest  as  the  light  of  day  that 
in  this  proposition  he  is  entirely  mistaken,  I shall 
then  agree  to  surrender  the  whole  argument.  The 
senator  has  had  an  unsuccessful  chase,  through  the 
provisions  of  this  bill,  after  the  lurking  monster. 
Had  he  succeeded  in  dragging  him  into  light,  I 
should  have  been  one  of  the  first  men  in  the  coun- 
try to  assist  in  putting  him  to  instant  death.  But, 
“He  must  have  optics  sharp,  I ween, 

Who  sees  what  is  not  to  be  seen.’’ 

This,  I think,  has  been  the  case  with  the  senator 
from  Kentucky. 

Now,  sir,  what  is  a bank?  According  to  the 
usual  acceptation  of  the  word,  in  our  country,  it 
performs  three  offices.  It  receives  deposites,  it 
loans  money  upon  discounts,  and  it  issues  a paper 
currency.  I acknowledge  that,  in  order  to  consti- 
tute a bank,  it  is  not  necessary  that  it  should  per- 
form all  these  three  functions.  There  are  banks  of 
discount  and  deposite  merely,  and  there  are  also 
banks  of  deposite  and  issue  only;  and  this  latter 
class  of  banks  are  the  most  secure  of  any  in  the 
world,  when  the  deposites  are  confined  to  the  pre- 
cious metals,  and  the  issues,  in  the  form  of  certifi- 
cates, do  not  exceed  the  sums  actually  deposited. 
Such  was  the  Bank  of  Amsterdam,  and  such  is 
now  the  Bank  of  Hamburg.  It  would  be  difficult 
to  form  an  idea  of  a bank  of  issue  alone,  without 
deposites  or  discounts,  although  I know,  from  the 
utter  inability  of  the  Bank  of  England  to  regulate 
the  paper  currency  of  that  kingdom,  the  question 
has  been  seriously  considered  whether  one  bank  of 
issue  ought  not  to  be  established,  and  all  other 
banks  be  prohibited  from  emitting  paper  currency. 
It  is  certain  that,  at  the  present  moment,  a bank  of 
issue,  purely  as  a bank  of  issue,  does  not  exist  on 
the  face  of  the  earth.  Now',  sir,  this  bill  does  not 
authorise  the  public  depositaries  to  receive  money 
from  individuals  on  deposite;  and  it  not  only  does 
not  authorise  them  to  loan  the  public  money  en- 
trusted to  their  care,  but  it  makes  such  an  act  a 
felony,  punishable  by  fine  and  imprisonment.  This 
bill,  then,  clearly  does  not  create  a bank  either  of 
deposite  or  discount,  and  the  senator  has  not  con- 
tended for  any  such  proposition.  He  has  confined 
himself  to  prove  that  it  will  create  a bank  of  issue; 
and  I shall  examine  this  proposition  a little  more  in 
detail. 

And,  in  the  first  place,  if  there  be  a bank  lurking 
in  the  bill,  then  we  have  had  a treasury  bank  in  full 
operation  ever  since  the  origin  of  the  government, 
without  having  the  least  idea  of  its  existence  until 
the  senator  from  Kentucky  made  the  discovery. 
There  has  been  no  period  of  time,  since  general 
Washington  was  first  inaugurated  in  1789,  until  the 
present  day,  when  the  treasurer  of  the  U.  States 
did  not  draw  his  warrants,  either  on  banks  or  re- 
ceiving officers,  in  favor  of  disbursing  officers  or 
creditors  of  the  government.  Without  this  power 
the  treasury  department  could  not  exist.  Debts 
could  not  be  paid  to  individuals,  neither  could  the 
public  revenue  be  applied  to  accomplish  the  ob- 
jects contemplated  by  the  constitution.  There  is 
no  other  conceivable  mode  of  conducting  this 
branch  of  the  public  business.  The  bill  makes  no 
change  whatever  in  this  ancient  and  necessary 
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practice,  except  to  impose  an  important  limitation 
upon  it  which  lias  never  heretofore  existed;  and  yet, 
according  to  the  senator  from  Kentucky,  it  creates  a 
bank  of  issue;  and  the  drafts  drawn  by  the  trea- 
surer on  the  public  depositaries,  in  favor  of  public 
creditors  and  disbursing  officers,  are  to  be  the  paper 
currency  which  it  will  throw  into  circulation.  This 
is  the  sum  and  substance  of  his  whole  argument  on 
this  point.  He  might,  with  the  same  reason,  con- 
tend that,  if  an  individual  in  extensive  business  had 
deposites  in  several  banks,  and  was  in  the  habit  of 
aying  his  debts  and  advancing  money  to  his  agents 
y drawing  drafts  upon  these  banks,  therefore  he 
himself  had  established  a bank  of  issue.  The 
cases  are  precisely  analogous. 

In  what  part  ot  this  bill  has  the  senator  discover- 
ed the  charter  of  his  bank?  He  has  referred  to  one, 
and  only  one  clause,  lor  the  purpose  of  proving  its 
existence.  This  is  to  be  found  in  the  tenth  section 
of  the  bill,  and,  as  it  is  very  brief,  I shall  read  it  to 
the  senate.  It  is  as  follows: 

“And  for  the  purpose  of  payments  on  the  public 
account,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  treasurer  of  the 
United  States  to  draw  upon  any  of  the  said  depo- 
sitaries, as  he  may  think  most  conducive  to  the 
public  interest,  or  to  the  convenience  of  the  public 
creditors,  or  both.” 

There,  sir,  is  the  charter;  and  what  is  it  but  a 
mere  recognition  of  the  power  which  I have  just 
been  describing,  and  which  has  existed,  and  must 
necessarily  have  existed,  ever  since  the  origin  of 
the  government?  It  requires  the  treasurer  of  the 
United  States  to  consult  both  the  public  interest 
and  the  convenience  of  the  public  creditor,  or  both, 
in  selecting  the  depositary  on  which  to  draw  his 
warrant.  This  he  lias  always  done.  In  the  first 
place  he  must  select  a depositary  with  whom  there 
is  an  amount  of  money  sufficient  to  meet  the  draft; 
and  among  such  depositaries  he  must,  unless  the 
public  interest  forbids,  draw  upon  that  one  where  it 
will  be  most  convenient  for  the  public  creditor  to 
receive  his  money.  Why,  sir,  this  clause,  so  terri- 
fic to  the  imagination  of  the  gentleman,  might  be 
stricken  lrom  the  bill  altogether,  without  producing 
the  slightest  inconvenience.  The  practice  which 
it  prescribes  is  that  which  must  necessarily  be  pur- 
sued in  paying  the  debts  of  the  government.  And 
yet  this  simple  and  necessary  power  is  the  only- 
part  of  the  bill  on  which  the  senator  relies  to  es- 
tablish his  great  treasurv  bank! 

But  I 3aid  that  this  bill  contained  an  important 
limitation  which  had  never  heretofore  existed.  This 
was  introduced  at  the  special  session  of  1837,  upon 
my  own  suggestion.  It  was  then  apprehended  that 
the  holders  of  these  treasury  warrants  might  not 
present  them  for  payment  within  a reasonable  time; 
and  that  a large  amount  of  them  might  remain  out- 
standing, and  be  used  as  bills  of  exchange.  As 
these  outstanding  drafts  would  necessarily  represent 
an  equal  amount  of  gold  and  silver  in  the  hands  of 
the  depositaries,  it  was  apprehended  that,  unless 
they  were  speedily  presented  for  payment,  a mass 
of  them  might  continue  Boating  in  the  community, 
and  thus  produce  an  accumulation  of  specie  in  the 
bands  of  the  depositaries  which  might  prove  inju- 
rious to  the  banks.  To  prevent  this  evil — to  ren- 
der the  draught  upon  the  banks  for  specie  as  light 
as  possible — and  to  cause  the  gold  and  silver  to  flow 
out  of  the  treasury  into  general  circulation  as  ra- 
pidly as  it  had  flowed  into  it,  this  amendment  was 
adopted.  It  now  constitutes  the  23d  section  of  the 
bill,  and  is  as  follows: 

“Sec.  23.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  issue 
aud  publish  regulations  to  enforce  the  speedy  pre- 
sentation of  all  government  drafts  for  payment  at 
the  place  where  payable,  and  to  prescribe  the  time, 
according  to  the  different  distances  of  the  deposita- 
ries from  the  seat  of  government,  within  which  all 
drafts  upon  them,  respectively,  shall  be  presented 
for  payment;  and,  in  default  of  such  presentation,  to 
direct  any  other  mode  and  place  of  payment  which 
he  may  deem  proper.  But  in  all  those  regulations 
and  directions,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  to  guard,  as  far  as  may  be,  against 
those  drafts  being  used,  or  thrown  into  circulation, 
as  a paper  currency  or  medium  of  exchange.” 

One  might  have  supposed,  from  the  extreme  hor- 
ror of  the  gentleman  lest  the  bill  might  contain  a 
treasury  bank,  that  he  would  have  been  delighted 
with  the  provisions  of  this  section.  Not  so.  On 
the  contrary,  he  has  declared,  in  the  must  solemn 
manner,  that  it  confers  a tremendous  power  on  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  to  which  no  people,  jea- 
lous of  their  liberties  ought  to  submit.  The  senator 
is  hard  to  please.  He  first  denounces,  in  the  strong- 
est terms,  thp  tenth  section  of  the  bill,  because  the 
tieasury  drafts  issued  under  its  authority  will,  in  his 
opinion,  become  the  circulating  medium  of  his  trea- 
sury bank;  and,  almost  at  the  very  next  breath,  he 
denounces,  in  terms  equally  strong,  the  very  section 


which  renders  it  impossible  that  they  ever  can  be- 
come such  a circulating  medium. 

And  what  is  this  tremendous  power  vested  in  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  by  the  23d  section?  Inde- 
pendently of  postmasters,  there  are,  perhaps  a hun- 
dred and  fifty  receivers  of  public  moneys  in  the 
United  States.  These  are  scattered  from  Maine  to 
Georgia  and  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  far  west. 
Some  of  them  are  at  the  distance  of  fifty  miles,  and 
others  are  a thousand  miles  from  Washington.  From 
the  nature  and  necessity  of  the  case,  the  discretion- 
ary power  is  conferred  upon  the  secretary  to  regu- 
late “the  speedy  presentation”  of  these  drafts,  ac- 
cording to  the  different  distances  of  the  depositaries 
from  the  seat  of  government:  but  even  this  is  to  be 
done  in  such  a manner  as  to  prevent  them  from  be- 
ing thrown  into  circulation  as  a paper  currency  or 
medium  of  exchange.  And  yet  this  is  the  tremen- 
dous power  so  much  to  be  dreaded!  No  other  pro- 
vision could  have  been  made.  It  would  have  been 
a work  of  endless  and  unnecessary  labor  to  have  at- 
tempted to  enumerate  each  of  the  depositaries  in  the 
bill,  and  to  have  prescribed  the  time  within  which 
drafts  on  each  of  them  should  be  presented  for  pay- 
ment. This  is  a mere  matter  of  detail  which  must 
be  yielded  to  the  discretion  of  the  secretary. 

And  now  what,  in  plain  English,  is  this  govern- 
ment bank?  It  is  no  other  than  the  power  which 
has  always  been  exercised  by  the  treasurer  of  the 
United  States,  to  pay  the  public  creditors,  and  to 
advance  money  to  the  disbursing  officers  by  means 
of  drafts  on  the  public  depositaries;  with  a new  re- 
striction, however,  imposed  upon  the  holders  of 
these  drafts,  requiring  their  speedy  presentation,  for 
the  express  purpose  of  preventing  the  possibility  of 
their  ever  becoming  a circulating  medium.  Any 
man  who  can  distinguish  between  a hawk  and  a 
handsaw  can  discriminate  between  this  simple  pro- 
vision and  a great  government  treasury  bank. 

The  senator,  feeling  that  he  has  no  foundation  on 
which  to  erect  his  treasury  bank  in  the  bill,  as  it  is, 
has  taxed  his  fancy — a never-failing  resource — to 
alarm  our  fears  as  to  what  it  will  become  hereafter. 
He  leaves  the  present  far  behind,  and  looks  for- 
ward to  the  future.  He  predicts  that,  in  less  than 
three  years,  necessity  wilt  compel  us  to  change  the 
independent  treasury  into  a bank  issue.  Having 
given  his  fancy  the  reins,  he  tells  us  how  this  will 
be  performed.  The  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in- 
stead of  giving  single  drafts  on  the  depositaries  for 
the  amount  due  to  public  creditors,  and  the  sums  to 
be  advanced  to  disbursing  officers,  is  to  have  drafts 
prepared  upon  bank  paper,  in  the  likeness  of  bank 
notes,  ot  the  denomination  of  twenty,  of  fifty,  and  of 
a hundred  dollars.  These  drafts  he  is  to  pay  out 
like  bank  paper.  The  restriction  is  to  be  repealed 
requiring  their  speedy  presentation  to  the  deposita- 
ries. They  are  to  become  the  general  circulating 
medium  of  the  country.  In  less  than  ten  years  the 
receivers  general  are  to  have  between  forty  and 
fifty  millions  of  gold  and  silver  in  their  vaults,  to  be 
represented  by  the  same  amount  of  treasury  drafts 
in  circulation,  and  in  the  possession  of  the  banks. 
The  government  then,  calculating  that  the  demand 
upon  these  depositaries  will  not  require  them  to 
keep  this  amount  of  specie  on  hand,  will  draw  it 
out  clandestinely  for  their  own  purposes,  as  was  for- 
merly done  from  the  Bank  of  Amsterdam;  and  some 
future  president  will,  by  means  of  this  stolen  mo- 
ney, subvert  the  government,  and  destroy  the  liber- 
ties of  the  people. 

Now,  sir,  is  not  this  the  merest  fancy  picture  that 
was  ever  sketched?  It  is  all  the  offspring  of  the  se- 
nator’s own  prolific  imagination.  It  it  all  prophecy, 
and  no  fact.  Even  by  his  own  showing,  there  is  no 
foundation  for  it  in  the  bill.  On  the  contrary,  every 
precaution  has  been  used  to  prevent  the  possibility 
of  any  such  occurrences. 

And  what  reason  has  he  to  predict  that  the  friends 
of  this  measure  will  change  all  their  principles  and 
purposes  in  less  than  three  years,  and,  by  new  le- 
gislation, convert  the  independent  treasury  into  a 
government  bank?  Has  not  every  senator  perceived 
the  holy  horror  with  which  my  friend  from  Missouri 
(Mr.  Benton)  was  inspired  at  the  bare  idea  that  the 
government  might  ever  issue  “notes,  bills  or  paper,” 
receivable  in  payment  of  the  public  dues?  His 
lynx-eyed  jealousy  seized  hold  of  these  general  ex- 
pressions, in  the  19th  and  20th  sections  of  the  bill, 
and,  although  there  was  nothing  on  the  face  of  the 
earth  on  which  these  words  could  operate,  unless 
possibly  on  some  straggling  treasury  note  which 
might  remain  unredeemed  long  after  it  became  pay- 
able, yet  he  had  them  stricken  from  the  bill.  “He 
snuffed  the  tainted  breeze” from  afar;  and,  although 
there  was  no  present  danger,  yet  he  saw  a possibi- 
lity that  these  words  might  have  a meaning  hereaf- 
ter, and  that,  in  future  years,  the  government  might 
be  willing  to  issue  “notes,  bills  or  paper,”  and 
therefore,  we  all  united  with  him  in  voting  for  his 
amendment.  Thi3  was,  in  the  phrase  of  the  law- 


yers, the  exclusion  of  any  conclusion  which  might 
by  posssbility  be  drawn  lrom  these  general  words 
in  favor  of  gof  eminent  paper. 

But  again:  did  not  the  senator  from  Kentucky 
perceive  with  what  alacrity  the  friends  of  the  bill 
supported  the  amendment  of  his  colleague,  (Mr. 
Crittenden),  imposing  it  upon  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  as  a solemn  duty,  to  take  care,  in  his  regu- 
lations for  the  speedy  presentation  of  government 
drafts  to  the  depositaries,  that  these  drafts,  as  far 
as  may  be,  shall  never  be  used  as  a paper  currency 
or  medium  of  exchange? 

Suppose  it  were  possible  that  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  without  authority,  and  in  the  very  face  of 
the  provisions  of  this  bill,  and  the  known  and  avow- 
ed opinion  of  its  friends,  should,  as  the  senator  sup- 
poses he  might,  circulate  these  government  drafts 
in  the  form  of  bank  paper,  and  of  the  denomination 
of  twenty,  fifty,  and  a hundred  dollars,  what  do  you 
think  would  be  the  consequence?  He  would  in- 
stantly be  deprived  of  his  office  for  this  violation  of 
law,  and  would  be  justly  held  up  to  public  execra- 
tion. Injustice  to  that  officer,  1 ought  to  say  that 
I am  not  not  one  of  those  who  consider  it  possible 
that  he  could  ever  dream  of  pursuing  such  a course, 
wbithout  the  express  authority  of  congress;  and  I 
may  venture  to  predict,  with  unerring  certainty, 
that  such  an  authority  will  never  be  conferred  upon 
him  by  the  present  party  in  power.  But  even  if  he 
should  thus  violate  his  duty,  whilst  the  23d  section 
of  this  bill  shall  remain  in  force,  these  drafts  never 
could  become  a general  circulating  medium;  and 
therefore,  there  could  never  be,  as  the  senator  sup- 
poses, an  accumulation  of  forty-five  or  fifty  millions 
of  dollars  in  the  hands  of  the  depositaries.  But, 
even  if  this  miracle  should  be  accomplished,  and  a 
future  president  should  attempt  to  embezzle  this 
money  for  the  purpose  of  subverting  the  govern- 
ment, there  would  still  be  one  most  unpleasant  ob- 
stacle in  his  way.  He  would  then,  under  the  pro- 
visions of  this  bill,  be  guilty  of  felony,  and  would 
be  transferred  from  the  white  house  to  the  peniten- 
tiary. The  truth  is,  that  “these  hydras,  gorgons, 
and  chimeras  dire,”  exist  only  in  the  senator's  ima- 
gination. 

The  senator,  in  a triumphant  tone,  exclaimed  that, 
by  the  passage  of  the  bill,  the  union  of  the  purse 
with  the  sword  will  be  consummated  in  the  hands 
of  the  president.  This,  if  true,  would  indeed  be 
fearful.  It  would  be  the  death-knell  of  civil  liberty 
in  this  country.  Wheresoever  the  power  over  the 
purse  and  the  sword  is  united  in  the  hands  of  one 
man,  there  the  government  is  despotic.  If  any  ex- 
ecutive magistrate,  be  he  king,  or  be  he  president, 
possess  the  sole  power  to  declare  war,  to  raise  ar- 
mies, to  impose  taxes,  and  to  expend  the  public  mo- 
ney at  his  pleasure,  there  must  be  an  end  of  civil  li- 
berty in  that  country.  This,  and  this  alone,  is  what 
I understand  to  be  a union  of  the  sword  and  the 
purse.  But,  under  our  constitution  and  laws,  the 
president  neither  has  nor  ever  can  have,  the  power 
over  either.  Can  he  declare  war?  No,  sir;  the  con- 
stitution expressly  confers  this  power  upon  congress. 
Can  he  enlist  soldiers?  No,  sir;  he  could  not  raise 
a single  company  to  go  to  Florida,  because  congress 
alone  has  the  power  to  raise  and  support  armies. 
Can  he  impose  taxes  upon  the  people,  or  borrow 
money?  No,  sir;  congress  is  exclusively  vested  with 
the  power  of  laying  taxes  and  borrowing  money. 
But  after  this  money  shall  have  reached  the  treasu- 
ry, can  he  apply  a dollar  of  it  to  any  use,  public  or 
private?  No,  sir;  no  money  can  be  drawn  from  the 
treasury,  but  in  consequence  of  appropriations  made 
by  congress.  Nay,  more;  if  the  president  were  so 
far  to  lorget  the  duties  of  his  high  station  as  to  en- 
ter into  a collusion  with  any  of  the  depositaries,  and 
draw  one  dollar  of  public  money  out  of  their  posses- 
sion, he  would,  like  any  other  citizen,  subject  him- 
self to  fine  and  imprisonment.  And  this  is  tne  union 
of  the  purse  and  the  sw>ord,  which  the  senator  has 
so  feelingly  described!  This  phrase,  I thought,  had 
had  its  day,  and  had  passed  into  oblivion;  but  the 
senator  has  again  conjured  up  a spectre,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  alarming  our  fears. 

The  senator  tells  us  that  he  has  been  w'arring  in 
vain  for  the  last  ten  years  against  the  extension  of 
executive  power  and  influence.  Now,  sir,  if  he  had 
informed  us  that  he  had  been  warring  against  the 
executive,  but  in  favor  of  an  increase  of  executive 
power  and  influence,  in  my  humble  opinion  he 
would  have  come  much  nearer  the  mark.  It  is, 
perhaps,  the  strangest  spectacle  which  has  ever  been 
presented  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  that  in  this  war, 
w’aged  by  the  senator’s  political  party  against  the 
executive,  he  has  been  endeavoring  to  deprive  him- 
self of  power,  w'hilst  they  have  been  struggling  to 
prevent  him  from  making  this  self-sacrifice. 

Let  me  remind  the  senator  of  a few  instances;  and 
first,  in  regard  to  internal  improvments.  I hap- 
pened to  be  a member  of  the  other  house  during  the 
administration  of  Mr.  Adams.  I do  not  intend  now 
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to  cast  any  censure  upon  that  administration.  I 
speak  merely  of  historical  facts.  In  those  days,  by 
virtue  of  an  act  of  congress,  the  president  exercised 
the  discretionary  power  of  making  as  many  surveys 
for  internal  improvements  as  he  thought  proper,  all 
of  which,  it  was  hoped  by  those  interested,  would, 
at  some  future  day,  be  constructed  by  the  general 
government.  Splendid  projects  of  such  improve- 
ments were  presented  to  dazzle  the  fancy  and  excite 
the  cupidity  of  almost  every  man  in  the  country. 
Our  engineers  were  constantly  traversing  the  union 
from  east  to  west,  and  from  north  to  south;  and  be- 
fore they  were  arrested  in  their  career,  the  estimated 
cost  of  completing  the  improvements  which  they 
had  surveyed  or  projected,  if  my  memory  serves  me, 
amounted  to  more  than  one  hundred  millions  of  dol- 
lars. Here  was  a vast  field  for  executive  influence 
and  power.  The  fat  jobs  which  might  have  been 
bestowed  on  favorites;  the  actual  expenditure  of  im- 
mense sums  of  money,  and  the  alluring  hope  present- 
ed by  the  mere  survey  of  any  rail  road,  turnpike 
road,  or  canal,  in  which  masses  of  people  felt  an  in- 
terest, all,  all  contributed  to  swell  the  tide  of  execu- 
tive influence.  Now,  sir,  was  there  ever  a lure 
more  tempting  to  executive  ambition  than  this  pow- 
er of  pouring  out  the  public  treasure  to  benefit,  and, 
in  their  estimalion,  to  bless  a large  proportion  of  the 
people  of  this  country?  What  was  the  conduct  of 
the  old  Roman  in  regard  to  this  question?  For  the 
good  of  his  country  he  sacrificed  all  this  power  and 
all  this  patronage.  His  veto  of  the  IVlaysville  road 
bill  arrested  the  whole  system;  and,  strange  as  it 
may  seem,  a portion  of  the  gentleman’s  ten  years’ 
war  against  the  executive  consisted  in  denouncing 
this  voluntaiy  surrender  of  executive  power  an  in- 
fluence as  ruinous  to  the  best  interest  of  the  coun- 
try. 

Again:  the  very  bill  now  before  the  senate,  against 
which  the  gentleman  has  been  warring,  is  one  of  the 
strongest  proofs  which  the  present  chief  magistrate 
could  give,  that  he  is  willing  to  abandon  a large  por- 
tion of  executive  influence.  In  1837,  there  were 
between  eighty  and  ninety  government  deposite 
banks,  scattered  over  every  state  in  the  union. 
What  an  immense  political  power  might  have  been 
exercised  by  the  president  through  the  ageney  of 
these  banks!  We  know,  from  letters  read  at  the 
called  session,  that  they  were  not  very  scrupulous, 
“where  thrift  would  follow  fawning.”  Affiliated  as 
they  were,  it  the  president  had  been  disposed  to  exert 
an  improper  influence  over  them,  they  might  have 
been  used  with  prodigious  effect  to  accomplish  his 
purposes.  The  selection  of  these  depositaries — the 
amount  of  the  public  money  which  they  should  re- 
ceive— how  long  they  should  retain  it,  and  in  what 
manner  they  should  conduct  their  business — all,  all 
was  left  to  executive  discretion.  What  a boundless 
field  for  executive  influence  is  that  which  the  pre- 
sent president  now  desires  to  abandon!  And  yet 
the  senator,  both  at  the  called  session,  and  the  ses- 
sion succeeding  if,  warred  in  favor  of  compelling 
him  to  retain  in  his  hands  this  unbounded  source  of 
political  patronage  and  power.  He  preferred  then, 
and,  such  is  his  detestation  for  the  present  bill, 
would,  I presume,  even  now  prefer,  the  deposite 
bank  system  to  the  independent  treasury. 

Can  any  man,  in  sober  earnest,  compare  the  in- 
fluence which  the  executive  will  acquire  under  this, 
bill,  by  the  appointment  of  four  receivers  general  of 
public  money,  with  thatover  this  affiliated  league  of 
state  banks,  which  ha  now  desires  to  abandon? 
Think  ye,  sir,  that,  if  any  of  the  leading  officers  of 
government,  or  any  of  the  favored  minions  of  execu- 
tive power,  had  desired  a loan  from  one  of  these 
banks,  he  would  have  asked  in  vain?  Under  the  in- 
dependent treasury  bill,  such  favors  can  never  be 
extended  without  subjecting  both  the  officer  grant- 
ing them  and  the  recipient  to  punishment  in  the 
penitentiary. 

The  senator  complains  that  the  power  of  removal 
from  office  should  exist  in  the  president,  and  says 
that  he  is  not  at  all  satisfied  with  the  argument  in 
the  first  congress  on  which  it  was  rested.  This 
power  has  been  exercised,  without  interruption,  ever 
since  1789.  It  is  not,  then,  a recent  usurpation. 
The  first  congress  of  the  United  States  which  ever 
assembled,  by  their  construction  of  the  constitution, 
solemnly  declared  that  the  power  of  removal  was 
vested  in  the  president;  and  many  of  the  members 
of  this  congress  had  themselves  been  members  of  the 
federal  convention.  Since  the  gentleman  addressed 
the  senate,  I have  examined  the  debate,  and  parti- 
cularly Mr.  Madison’s  remarks  upon  this  subject,: 
and  I think  they  ought  to  prove  satisfactory  to  every 
mind.  He  sketches  the  argument  in  favor  of  the 
power  with  a master’s  hand. 

How  could  the  president  execute  the  laws  at  all 
if  this  power  did  not  exist?  Suppose  he  should  dis- 
cover that  one  of  the  receivers  general  Created  by 
this  very  bill  was  applying  the  public  money  to  his 
own  use.  If  he  were  deprived  of  the  power  of  re- 


moving him  from  office,  he  might  be  obliged  to  look 
patiently  on  and  suffer  him  to  embezzle  millions. 
Suppose  a foreign  minister  were  violating  his  in- 
structions, and  betraying  the  best  interests  of  his 
country  abroad;  what  is  to  be  done?  Without  the 
exercise  of  this  power,  the  president  would  be  com- 
pelled to  wait  until  the  mischief  might  be  entirely 
consummated — until  the  country  might  be  ruined — 
before  he  could  recall  this  corrupt  or  wicked  minis- 
ter. I might  present  a hundred  similar  instances. 
This  power  is  essential  to  the  performance  of  the 
duty  imposed  upon  the  president  of  seeing  that  the 
laws  are  faithfully  executed.  Without  it  he  would 
be  deprived  of  the  necessary  means  of  executing  this 
high  trust  reposed  in  him  by  the  constitution.  It  is, 
therefore,  wonderful  how  the  existence  of  this  pow- 
er could  ever  have  been  seriously  contested. 

If  this  power  of  removal  did  not  exist  in  the  pre- 
sident, it  would  follow  as  a necessary  consequence 
that  the  senate  must  remain  in  permanent  session 
for  the  purpose  of  sanctioning  removals  from  office 
as  they  might  become  necessary  throughoutthis  vast 
and  growing  country.  The  public  interest  imperi- 
ously demands  that  some  power  should  always  exist, 
competent  instantly  to  remove  all  officers  the  mo- 
ment they  are  discovered  to  be  betraying  their  trust. 
But  the  constitution  never  contemplated  that  the  se- 
nate should  be  in  session  permanently.  Heaven 
forbid  that  this  should  ever  be  the  case!  After  hav- 
ing been  in  the  political  atmosphere  of  Washington 
for  six  months,  it  is  necessary  that  we  should  go 
home  to  mingle  with  our  constituents,  and  to  breathe 
the  pure  air  of  the  country.  The  American  people 
never  will  consent,  and  never  ought  to  consent,  that 
our  sessions  shall  become  permanent. 

Having  now  replied  to  all  the  arguments  adduced 
by  the  senator  under  his  second  general  head,  and 
having,  I think,  demonstrated  that  the  bill  contains 
no  government  treasury  bank,  I shall  proceed  to  reply 
to  those  which  he  urged  under  the  first  general  head. 
It  will  be  recollected  that  this  was  to  consider  the 
bill  according  to  the  construction  placed  upon  it  by 
its  friends,  which  I have  endeavored  to  prove,  is  the 
true  construction. 

Before  I address  myself  directly  to  the  senator’s 
argument,  allow  me  to  indulge  in  some  general  ob- 
servations. 

What  has  been  the  financial  history  of  this  coun- 
for  the  last  twenty-five  years?  I can  speak  with 
positive  knowledge  upon  this  subject  during  the  pe- 
riod of  eighteen  years  since  I first  came  into  public 
life.  It  has  been  a history  of  constant  vibration — of 
extravagant  expansions  in  the  business  of  the  coun- 
try, succeeded  by  ruinous  contractions.  At  succes- 
sive intervals  many  of  the  best  and  most  enterprising 
men  of  the  country  have  been  crushed.  They  have 
fallen  victims  at  the  shrine  of  the  insatiate  and  insa- 
tiable spirit  of  extravagant  banking  and  speculation. 
Starting  at  the  extreme  point  of  depression  of  one 
of  these  periods,  we  find  that  the  country  has  been 
glutted  with  foreign  merchandise,  and  it  requires  all 
our  efforts  to  pay  the  debt  thus  contracted  to  foreign 
nations.  At  this  crisis  the  banks  can  do  nothing  to 
relieve  the  people.  In  order  to  preserve  their  own 
existence,  they  are  compelled  to  contract  their  loans 
and  their  issues.  In  the  hour  of  distress,  when  their 
assistance  is  most  needed,  they  can  do  nothing  for 
their  votaries.  Every  article  sinks  in  price,  men 
are  unable  to  pay  their  debts,  and  wide-spread  ruin 
pervades  the  land.  During:  this  first  year  of  the 
cycle,  we  are  able  to  import  but  comparatively  little 
foreign  merchandise,  and  this  affords  the  country  an 
opportunity  of  recruiting  its  exhausted  energies. 
The  next  year  the  patient  begins  to  recover.  Do- 
mestic manufactures  flourish  in  proportion  as  foreign 
goods  become  scarce.  The  industry  and  enterprise 
of  our  citizens  have  been  exerted  with  energy,  and 
our  productions  have  liquidated  the  foreign  debt. 
The  third  year  a fair  business  is  done.  The  country 
presents  a flourishing  appearance.  The  banks,  re- 
lieved from  the  drains  of  specie  required  for  foreign 
export,  begin  once  more  to  expand,  and  tempt  the 
unwary  to  their  ruin.  Property  of  all  descriptions 
commands  a fair  price.  The  fourth  or  the  fifth  year 
the  era  of  extravagant  banking  and  speculation  re- 
turns, again  to  be  succeeded  by  another  ruinous  re- 
vulsion. 

This  was  the  history  of  the  country  up  till  1837. 
Since  then  we  have  travelled  the  road  to  ruin  much 
more  rapidly  than  in  former  years.  Before  that  pe- 
riod it  had  required  from  three  to  six  years  to  get  up 
an  expansion  and  its  corresponding  explosion.  We 
have  now  witnessed  the  astounding  fact  that  we  can 
pass  through  all  these  changes,  and  even  from  one 
suspension  of  specie  payments  to  another,  in  little 
more  than  two  years. 

It  is  curious  to  observe  with  how  much  accuracy 
you  can  read  the  ever-changing  condition  of  this 
country  in  the  varied  amount  of  our  importations. 
The  year  1836  was  one  of  vast  expansion,  and  pro- 
duced the  explosion  and  suspension  of  specie  pay- 


ments in  1837.  The  imports  were  greatly  diminish- 
ed in  1837,  being  less  than  they  had  been  in  1836  by 
nearly  fifty  millions  of  dollars.  In  1838  they  sank 
down  to  twenty-seven  millions  less  than  they  had 
been  in  1837,  and  nearly  seventy-seven  millions  less 
than  they  were  in  1836.  In  1839  we  had  another 
expansion,  and  our  imports  were  forty-four  millions 
of  dollars  greater  than  they  had  been  in  1838.  This 
expansion  preceded  the  explosion  and  suspension  of 
specie  payments  in  the  month  of  October  last.  Thus 
we  have  become  such  skilful  architects  of  ruin,  that 
a single  year  was  sufficient  to  prepare  the  late  ex- 
plosion. 

There  never  has  existed  a nation  on  earth,  except 
our  own,  that  could  endure  such  rapid  and  violent 
expansions  and  contractions.  It  is  the  buoyancy  of 
youth — it  -is  the  energies  of  our  population — it  is 
the  spirit  which  never  quails  before  difficulties — ■ 
which  enables  us  to  endure  such  shocks  without  ut- 
ter ruin.  Yes,  sir,  a difference  in  the  amount  of  our 
imports,  between  the  years  1836  and  1838,  of  seven- 
ty-seven millions  of  dollars,  is  sufficient  to  excite 
the  astonishment  of  the  world. 

What  causes  chiefly  operated  to  produce  this 
speedy  recurrence  of  the  second  explosion  and  the 
second  suspension  of  specie  payments?  Three  may 
be  mentioned.  In  the  first  place,  after  the  bank 
suspension  of  1837,  every  person  who  was  friendly 
to  well  regulated  banks,  if  such  a thing  be  possible 
under  the  present  system,  ardently  desired  that  the 
different  state  legislatures  might  impose  upon  them 
some  wholesome  restrictions.  It  was  expected  that 
they  would  be  compelled  to  keep  a certain  amount 
of  specie  in  their  vaults  in  proportion  to  their  circu- 
lation and  deposites;  that  the  foundation  of  a specie 
basis  for  our  paper  currency  should  be  laid  by  pro- 
hibiting the  circulation  of  bank  notes  at  the  first 
under  the  denomination  of  ten,  and  afterwards  under 
that  of  twenty  dollars;  that  the  amount  of  their  divi- 
dends should  be  limited;  and,  above  all,  that,  upon 
the  occurrence  of  another  suspension,  their  doors 
should  be  closed  at  once,  and  their  affairs  be  placed 
in  the  hands  of  commissioners.  The  different  legis- 
latures met.  Much  indignation  was  expressed  at 
the  conduct  of  the  banks.  They  were  severely 
threatened;  but  at  last  they  proved  too  powerful  for 
the  people.  Indeed,  it  would  almost  seem  as  if  most 
of  the  state  legislatures  had  convened  for  no  other 
purpose  than  to  legalize  the  previous  suspension  of 
specie  payments.  No  efficient  restrictions  were 
imposed;  and  the  banks  were  thus  taught  that  they 
might  thereafter  go  unpunished,  unwhipt  of  justice. 
Past  impunity  prevented  them  from  reducing  their 
business  and  curtailing  their  profits  in  such  a man- 
ner as  to  render  them  secure  in  the  day  of  trial. 
They  have  fallen  again — I fear  again  to  enjoy  the 
same  impunity. 

In  the  second  place,  the  immense  amount  of  mo- 
ney loaned  to  many  of  (he  states  in  England,  a large 
portion  of  which  was  brought  home  in  the  form  of 
foreign  merchandise,  afforded  great  facilities  for 
over-trading,  or  rather  over-buying. 

And  in  the  third  place,  the  conduct  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  greatly  tended  to  produce  these 
excessive  importations.  That  institution  became 
the  broker  for  the  sale  of  all  state  bonds  in  Europe. 
It  endeavored  to  monopolize  the  entire  cotton  trade 
of  the  countiy;  and  it  drew  bills  of  exchange  on 
England  most  freely,  at  moderate  rates,  against  the 
proceeds  of  these  bonds  and  of  its  cotton.  Every 
temptation  was  thus  presented  to  speculations  in 
foreign  merchandise. 

These  three  causes  combining  have  occasioned  a 
second  suspension  of  specie-payments  within  two 
years  after  the  first,  and  produced  that  bloated  cre- 
dit-system from  the  wreck  of  which  our  country  is 
now  deeply  suffering. 

I most  heartily  concur  with  the  senator  from 
Kentucky  in  one  of  his  positions.  We  certainly 
produce  "too  little  and  import  too  much.  Our  ex- 
panded credit-system  is  the  great  cause  of  this  ca- 
lamity. Confine  it  within  safe  and  reasonable 
bounds,  and  this  disastrous  effect  will  no  longer  be 
produced.  It  is  not  in  the  power  of  congress  to  do 
much  towards  a consummalion  so  desirable.  Still 
we  shall  do  all  we  can;  and  the  present  bill  will  ex- 
ercise some  influence  in  restraining  the  banks  from 
making  extravagant  loans  and  emitting  extravagant 
issues. 

What  effect  has  this  bloated  system  of  credit  pro- 
duced upon  the  morals  of  the  country?  In  the  large 
commercial  cities  it  has  converted  almost  all  men 
of  business  into  gamblers.  Where  is  there  now  to 
be  found  the  old  fashioned  importing  merchant, 
whose  word  was  as  good  as  his  bond,  and  who  was 
content  to  grow  rich,  as  our  fathers  did.  by  the  suc- 
cessive and  regular  profits  of  many  years  of  palient 
industry?  Such  men  were  the  glory  and  pride  of 
commerce,  and  elevated  the  character  of  their  coun- 
try both  at  home  and  abroad.  I ask,  where  are 
1 they?  Is  not  the  race  almost  extinct?  All  now  de- 
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sire  to  grow  rich  rapid!)'.  Eacli  takes  his  chance 
in  the  lottery  of  speculation.  Although  there  may 
be  a hundred  chances  to  one  against  him,  each, 
eagerly  intent  upon  the  golden  prize,  overlooks  the 
intervening  rocks  and  quicksands  between  him  and 
it,  and,  when  he  fondly  thinks  he  is  about  to  clutch 
it,  he  sinks  into  bankruptcy  and  ruin.  Such  has 
been  the  fate  of  thousands  of  our  most  enterprising 
citizens. 

If  the  speculator  should  prove  successful  and  win 
the  golden  prize,  no  matter  by  what  means  he  may 
have  acquired  his  wealth,  this  clothes  him  with  ho- 
nor and  glory.  Money,  money,  money,  confers  the 
highest  distinction  in  society.  The  republican 
simplicity  and  virtue  of  a Macon  would  be  sub- 
jects of  redicule  in  Wall  street  or  Chesnut  street. 
The  highest  talents,  directed  by  the  purest  patrio- 
tism, moral  worth,  literary  and  professional  fame — 
in  short,  every  quality  which  ought  to  confer  dis- 
tinction in  society — sink  into  insignificance  when 
compared  with  wealth.  Money  is  equivalent  to  a 
title  of  nobility  in  our  larger  commercial  cities. 
This  is  the  effect  of  our  credit  system. 

We  have  widely  departed  from  the  economical 
habits  and  simple  virtues  of  our  forefathers.  These 
are  the  only  sure  foundations  upon  which  our  re- 
publican institutions  can  rest.  The  desire  to  make 
an  ostentatious  display  of  rapidly  acquired  wealth 
has  produced  a splendor  and  boundless  expense  un- 
known in  former  times.  There  is  now  more  ex- 
travagance in  our  large  commercial  cities  than  ex- 
ists in  any  portion  of  the  world  which  I have  ever 
seen,  except  among  the  wealthy  nobility  of  Eng- 
land. Thank  heaven,  this  extravagance  has  but 
partially  reached  the  mountains  and  valleys  of  the 
interior.  The  people  there,  so  far  as  their  potential 
voice  can  be  heard,  are  determined  to  put  an  end 
to  this  bloated  credit  system,  which  threatens  to 
involve  not  only  their  private  fortunes  but  their  po- 
litical liberties  in  ruin. 

! After  the  revulsion  in  1837 — after  the  banks  had 
blown  up,  and  left  the  government  without  a dollar, 
the  president  found  it  necessary  to  convene  con- 
gress. It  then  became  indispensable  to  take  a new 
departure.  The  course  which  ought  to  be  pursued 
was  the  question.  The  banks  had  betrayed  our 
trust;  they  had  converted  our  money  into  rags  by  a 
species  of  alchymy  the  very  reverse  of  that  which 
was  attempted  in  former  times,  of  converting  baser 
things  into  gold.  The  president  then  recommend- 
ed an  absolute  divorce  between  bank  and  slate,  and 
his  political  friends  in  congress  cordially  responded 
to  this  recommendation.  We  then  gave  our  ban- 
ner to  the  breeze  with  the  motto  of  an  independent 
treasury  inscribed  upon  it.  Have  we  not  firmly 
and  immovably  maintained  our  position?  Had  we 
been  the  cormoranls  after  office  which  our  enemies 
have  described  us  to  be,  we  should  have  yielded 
our  convictions  when  we  found  one  state  after 
another  abandoning  our  standard.  Neither  the  love 
of  power  nor  of  place  made  us  falter.  We  did  not 
yield  to  the  panic  of  the  moment.  We  have  ever 
since  kept  this  issue  distinctly  before  the  people, 
honestly  believing  that  a separation  of  the  govern- 
ment from  banks  was  necessary  to  promote  the  best 
and  dearest  interests  of  the  country.  In  the  opi- 
nion of  our  political  opponents,  we  stood  self-immo- 
lated. But  the  people  have  at  length  glorously  come 
to  the  rescue.  The  senator  is  entirely  mistaken  in 
supposing  this  bill  to  be  unpopular.  In  every  in- 
stance, during  the  elections  of  the  last  year,  when 
the  question  ol  an  independent  treasury  was  dis- 
tinctly made  before  the  people,  the  result  has  been 
either  the  election  of  the  administration  candidates, 
or  a greatly  increased  number  of  votes  in  their  fa- 
vor. Is  it  not  certain  that  if  the  congressional 
elections  in  those  states  which  elected  their  mem- 
bers in  1838  had  been  postponed  until  1839,  we 
should  now  be  in  a triumphant  majority  in  the  other 
house?  The  whig  party  know  this;  and  I am 
greatly  mistaken  in  the  signs  of  the  times,  if  they 
have  not  determined  that  this  bill  shall  pass.  They 
will  no  longer  give  us  the  battle  cry  of  an  indepen- 
dent treasury.  The  bill  is  destined  to  become  a 
law  during  the  present  session.  I prophesy  this 
result,  and  prophesy  it  solely  upon  my  opinion  of 
the  sagacity  of  the  whig  party.  It  is  possible  I 
may  be  mistaken,  but,  if  I should,  I shall  have  one 
consolation  in  my  disappointment.  If  my  political 
existence  depended  upon  the  result,  I should  rather 
have  the  success  of  the  independent  treasury  iden- 
tified with  the  re-election  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  than 
any  other  argument  which  can  be  used  in  his  favor. 
It,  alone,  -’ould  be  sufficient  to  defeat  the  hero  of 
Tippecanoe. 

Now,  sir,  great  changes  have  taken  place  in  pub- 
lic opinion  since  September,  1837.  The  prominent 
arguments  then  urged  upon  this  floor  against  the 
independent  treasury  bill  have  nearly  all  vanished 
away.  We  now  hear  no  more  of  a system  of  well 
regulated  specie  paying  state  banks  to  act  as  go- 


vernment depositaries.  The  half-way  house  has 
been  abandoned.  The  accommodations  there  are 
no  longer  good.  It  is  in  a ruinous  condition,  and 
can  no  longer  shelter  those  who  formerly  look  re- 
fuge in  it.  The  banks  have  blown  up  twice  within 
little  more  than  two  years,  and  thus  blown  this  ar- 
gument of  their  friends  sky  high.  No  statesman, 
after  our  recent  experience,  would  now  think  of 
placing  the  people’s  treasure  with  the  banks  on  ge- 
neral deposite  for  safe-keeping. 

Far  different  is  the  independent  treasury.  It  pre- 
sents every  guaranty  which  can  be  afforded  for  the 
safety  and  security  of  the  public  money.  It  will  be 
in  the  custody  of  officers  appointed  by  the  govern- 
ment, responsible  to  the  government,  and  punisha- 
ble as  felons  for  every  violation  of  their  trust.  In 
the  day  of  danger,  when  the  country  is  involved  in 
war,  the  money  will  always  be  ready;  and  at  such 
a crisis  the  banks  would  almost  certainly  suspend 
specie  payments.  Besides,  they  are  mere  state  in- 
stitutions, over  which  we  have  no  control;  and  they 
may,  when  they  please,  convert  our  money  into 
rags,  and  then  place  us  at  defiance.  They  are  be- 
yond the  reach  of  punishment  under  our  authority. 
The  federal  government  cannot  justly  be  considered 
independent  if  we  must  resort  to  state  banks,  or  to 
any  other  power  except  our  own,  for  the  purpose  of 
keeping  the  money  raised  from  the  people  by  taxa- 
tion until  it  can  be  applied  to  execute  the  great 
powers  conferred  upon  us  by  the  constitution. 

Again:  Public  opinion  has  annihilated  another  ar- 
gument against  the  independent  treasury.  The  se- 
nator from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Preston ),  in  March, 
1838,  in  his  terderness  towards  the  state  banks,  and 
for  the  purpose  of  enabling  them  to  resume  specie 
payments,  proposed  that  we  should,  for  a limited 
period,  receive  their  irredeemable  paper  in  the  pay- 
ment of  dues  to  the  government.  Much  eloquence 
was  also  formerly  wasted  upon  the  extreme  cruelty 
of  having  one  currency  for  the  government  and  ano- 
ther for  the  people.  Thank  God!  we  hear  no  more 
of  all  this.  No  person  now  contends  that,  under  any 
circumstances,  the  government  ought  to  receive  de- 
preciated bank  paper.  Such  fantacies  have  proved 
too  light  for  earth.  They  have  risen  to  the  moon, 
where  it  is  said  the  crude  notions  of  speculative  po- 
liticians are  still  floating  about,  and  have  a local  ha- 
bitation and  a name. 

The  senator  charges  us  with  having  employed  the 
state  banks  as  depositories,  and  having  commended 
their  conduct  in  the  highest  terms.  This  was  a 
grievous  sin,  and  grievously  have  we  answered  it. 
The  difference  between  him  and  us  is  this:  that,  af- 
ter they  had  shown  themselves  to  be  utterly  un- 
worthy of  our  confidence,  we  abandoned  them;  but 
at  that  moment  he  clasped  them  to  his  bosom.  Ad- 
mitting that  there  has  been  inconsistency  on  both 
sides,  the  state  of  the  fact  is  this:  we  adopted  the 
state  banks;  they  betrayed  us,  and  we  cast  them  off 
lorever.  The  opposition  denounced  this  system  in 
the  beginning,  and  prophesied  it  would  prove  a 
failure;  but  at  the  very  moment  when  their  predic- 
tion was  verified,  they  embraced  these  castaways 
themselves  with  all  the  ardor  of  lovers.  These 
banks,  as  depositories  of  the  public  money,  are  now 
repudiated  by  all  parties.  Their  day  has  passed, 
and  we  shall  here  little  more  of  them  in  connexion 
with  this  subject. 

All  men  are  wise  after  the  fact;  but,  to  look  back, 
it  has  often  occurred  to  me  as  wonderful  how  we 
could  ever  have  confided  in  the  state  banks  as  safe 
general  depositories  of  the  public  treasure.  Our 
system  of  banking  is  the  very  worst  and  the  most 
irresponsible  that  has  ever  existed  on  the  face  ofthe 
earth.  The  charters  of  these  banks  nowhere  im- 
pose any  efficient  restraints  upon  the  first  instinct  of 
their  nature,  which  is  to  make  as  much  money  for 
their  stockholders  as  possible.  They  will,  there- 
fore, always  expand  their  credits  and  their  issues  in 
the  day  of  delusive  prosperity  without  regarding  the 
approaching  storm.  The  immense  deposites  of  the 
government  increased  this  fatal  tendency,  whilst 
the  public  money  was  freely  loaned,  and  its  security 
placed  at  hazard,  for  the  benefit  of  their  stock- 
holders, but  for  the  ruin  of  the  country.  The  won- 
der perhaps  ought  rather  to  be  that  they  held  out 
so  long,  than  that  they  should  have  finally  exploded. 

fn  1836,  the  immense  amount  of  these  deposites 
had  stimulated  them  almost  to  madness.  The  ex- 
pansion was  then  great  beyond  all  former  example. 
Speculation  raged  throughout  the  land.  The  sus- 
picions of  the  country  were  aroused  against  the  go- 
vernment, and  the  banks  were  charged  with  granting 
peculiar  favors  to  men  high  in  office,  and  !o  influen- 
tial partisans  of  the  administration.  They  were  de- 
nominated “the  pet  banks.”  Such  was  the  general 
sense  of  the  insecurity  of  the  public  money  in  their 
possession,  and  such  the  jealousy  which  existed 
among  the  people  in  consequence  of  their  connexion 
with  the  government,  that  I verily  believe  the  pre- 
sent chief  xnagisirate  would  never  have  been  elect- 


ed had  it  not  been  for  the  passage  of  the  deposite 
bill  The  adoption  of  this  measure  was  a choice  of 
evils,  but  it  was  a much  less  evil  than  to  have  left 
nearly  forty  millions  of  the  public  money  in  posses- 
sion of  the  banks.  Under  the  independent  treasury, 
system,  we  shall  never  again  be  placed  in  such  a 
dreadful  dilemma. 

I was  very  much  astonished  that  we  had  no  ho- 
mily from  the  senator  against  the  specie  clause  of 
the  bill.  Even  this  seems  to  have  lost  much  of  its 
terrors.  It  is  no  longer  the  terrific  raon3ter  which 
was  to  devour  all  the  banks  and  establish  a pure 
metallic  currency  for  all  the  transactions  of  all  the 
people  of  the  United  States. 

There  could  be  no  independent  treasury  without 
this  clause.  If  you  were  to  receive  bank  notes  in 
payment  of  the  public  dues,  and  retain  them  in  your 
possession,  you  would,  in  this  manner,  encourage 
the  banks  as  much  to  make  extravagant  expansions 
as  though  you  placed  the  same  amount  with  them 
on  general  deposite.  Besides  you  would  thus  con- 
fer a dangerous  power  upon  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  enabling  him  to  favor  some  banks  and  to 
ruin  others;  and,  even  if  this  power  should  not  be 
abused,  suspicion  would  always  surround  its  exer- 
cise. You  must  separate  from  the  banks  in  every 
particular.  Evils,  both  to  them  and  to  the  country, 
will  follow  from  the  least  connection  with  them. 
Besides,  if  you  receive  bank  notes  at  all,  to  the  ex- 
tent ofthe  amount  which  you  hold  in  hand,  you  in- 
cur the  very  same  risk  of  having  them  converted 
into  irredeemable  paper  by  an  explosion  of  the 
banks  as  if  they  held  them  on  general  deposite. 

The  senator  commenced  his  speech  by  presenting 
us  the  most  gloomy  picture  of  national  distress. — - 
He  predicted  that  this  distress  would  continue  to 
increase  during  the  present  year,  and  that  it  would 
affect  all  classes  of  the  community.  The  suffering, 
he  thinks,  will  be  peculiarly  severe  during  the  ap- 
proaching summer.  I might  say  to  him, 

“Thy  wish  was  father  Harry,  to  the  thought.’’ 

I do  not  believe,  however,  he  would  desire  that 
the  people  should  suffer,  in  order  to  accomplish  any 
political  purpose.  But  if,  without  contributing  to 
this  result  himself,  it  should  be  the  will  ofthe  pow- 
ers above  to  involve  us  in  pecuniary  distress  be- 
tween (his  time  and  the  presidential  election,  he 
would  doubtless  bear  the  dispensation  with  Chris- 
tian fortitude.  It  would  furnish  political  capital  for 
his  friends,  and  might  contribute  greatly  to  verify 
his  prediction,  that  gen.  Harrison  will  take  posses- 
sion ofthe  white  house  on  the  4th  of  March,  1841. 

In  my  opinion,  the  senator  has  greatly  exaggeiat- 
ed  the  extent  of  the  existing  distress.  That  all 
classes  of  the  community  have  suffered  in  some  de- 
gree is  certain;  but  intense  suffering  has  been  chiefly 
confined  to  the  large  commercial  cities,  and  those 
portions  of  the  union,  such  as  the  state  of  Missis- 
sippi, where  the  banks  have  so  evidently  ruined  the 
people  as  to  place  all  doubt  of  the  cause  at  defiance. 
Where  is  there  the  country  under  the  sun  on  which 
a bountiful  Providence  has  poured  out  more  bless- 
ings than  on  Mississippi?  No  population  on  the 
globe,  in  proportion  to  their  number,  produces  a 
larger  amount  of  wealth  from  the  cultivation  of  the 
soil.  And  yet  the  bounty  of  Providence  has  been 
counteracted  by  her  miserable  banking  system,  and 
her  people  are  now  subjected  to  intense  suffering. 
In  this  instance  the  effect  flows  so  palpably  from 
the  cause,  that  every  man  sees  and  feels  and  knows 
it.  What  an  astonishing  fact  was  that  stated  by 
the  senator  from  Mississippi,  (Mr.  Walker),  that, 
in  those  counties  of  his  state  where  banks  do  not 
exist,  there  is  no  suffering,  even  at  the  present  mo- 
ment! If  you  wanted  an  illustration  of  the  perni- 
cious effects  of  the  banking  system,  when  it  tempts 
farmers  and  planters  to  abandon  their  own  proper 
business,  and  embark  on  the  ocean  of  wild  specula- 
tion, you  could  not  have  one  more  striking  than 
that  presented  by  Mississippi  at  the  present  mo- 
ment. I am  not  aware  that  there  is  much  indivi- 
dual distress  among  the  mass  of  the  people  in  the 
interior  of  Pennsylvania.  There  it  is  chiefly  con- 
fined to  those  who  have  been  tempted,  in  the  day  of 
prosperity,  to  go  beyond  their  means  by  the  facility 
of  obtaining  bank  accommodations. 

But  if  I read  the  signs  of  the  times  aright,  the 
crisis  has  passed,  or  rather  is  gradually  passing 
away.  We  cannot  return  to  a state  of  prosperity 
before  the  presidential  election;  but  the  condition 
of  individuals  generally  will  hot  be  one  of  intense 
suffering.  The  resources  of  this  vast  country  are 
so  great,  and  the  productive  classes  are  so  indus- 
trious, that  with  two  years  of  fair  play  they  can 
produce  as  much  wealth  as  the  speculators  have 
been  able  to  squander  in  one.  There  will  be  no 
great  suffering  duing  the  next  summer,  unless  it 
may  be  in  our  large  commercial  cities. 

After  presenting,  in  glowing  colors,  the  distress 
of  the  country,  the  senator  asks,  what  measure  of 
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relief  have  we  proposed?  I might  ask  him,  in  re- 
turn, where  he  will  find  any  clause  in  the  constitu- 
tion conferring  power  upon  congress  to  regulate  the 
banking  and  credit  system  of  the  respective  states, 
and  thus  strike  at  the  root  of  our  calamities  and 
embarrassments?  The  present  administration  have 
not  had  the  slightest  agency  in  creating  the  existing 
distress,  and  can  do  but  little  to  arrest  it,  or  pre- 
vent its  recurrence.  This  is  a duly  which  devolves 
upon  the  states.  Still,  we  have  proposed  a measure 
which  we  believe  will  produce  this  effect  to  a li- 
mited extent.  Our  chief  objects  in  adopting  the 
independent  treasury  are,  to  disconnect  the  govern- 
ment from  all  banks;  to  secure  the  people’s  money 
from  the  wreck  of  the  banking  system,  and  to  have 
it  always  ready  to  promote  the  prosperity  of  the 
country  in  peace,  and  defend  it  in  w'ar.  Incidental- 
ly, however,  it  will  do  some  good  in  checking  the 
extravagant  spirit  of  speculation  which  is  the  bane 
of  the  country. 

In  the  first  place,  by  requiring  specie  in  all  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures  of  the  government,  you  will 
create  an  additional  demand  for  gold  and  silver,  to 
the  amount  of  five  millions  of  dollars  per  annum, 
according  to  the  estimate  of  the  president.  A large 
portion  of  this  sum  will  be  drawn  from  the  banks, 
and  this  will  compel  them  to  keep  more  specie  in 
their  vaults  in  proportion  to  their  circulation  and 
deposites,  and  to  bank  less.  Tf.is,  so  far  as  it  may 
go,  will  strike  at  the  root  of  the  existing  evil.  I 
fear,  however,  that  it  will  prove  to  be  but  a very 
inadequate  restraint  upon  excessive  banking. 

In  the  second  place,  this  bill  will,  in  some  de- 
gree, diminish  our  imports,  especially  after  June, 
1842.  I most  heartily  concur  with  the  senator  in 
desiring  this  result.  What  is  the  condition  of  the 
importing  business  at  the  present  moment?  It  is 
almost  exclusively  in  the  hands  of  British  agents, 
who  sell  all  the  manufactures  they  can  dispose  of 
in  other  portions  of  the  world,  and  then  bring  the 
residuum  here  to  glut  our  markets.  According  to 
our  existing  laws,  they  receive  a credit  from  the 
government  tor  the  amount  of  its  duties.  They  sell 
the  goods  for  cash,  and  this  credit  becomes  so  much 
capital  in  their  hands  to  enable  them  to  make  fresh 
importations.  The  independent  treasury  bill  re- 
quires that  all  duties  shall  be  paid  in  gold  and  silver; 
and  after  June,  1842,  the  compromise  law  will  take 
away  the  credits  altogether.  We  shall  then  have  a 
system  of  cash  duties  in  operation,  which  will  con- 
tribute much  to  reduce  the  amount  of  our  importa- 
tions, and  to  encourage  domestic  manufactures. 

In  the  third  place,  this  bill  will  make  the  banking 
interest  the  greatest  economists  in  the  countrj',  so  far 
as  the  government  is  concerned.  Their  nerve  of 
self-interest  will  be  touched  in  favor  of  economy, 
and  this  will  induce  them  to  unite  with  the  people 
in  reducing  the  revenue  and  the  expenditures  of  the 
government  to  the  lowest  standard  consistently  with 
the  public  good.  They  will  hereafter  abhor  a sur- 
plus revenue  as  much  as  they  delighted  in  it  for- 
merly, when  they  used  it  for  banking  purposes. 
Any  surplus  which  may  exist  in  future  will  block- 
ed up  in  gold  and  silver  in  the  vaults  of  our  deposi- 
taries; and,  in  proportion  to  its  amount,  will  deprive 
the  banks  of  so  much  of  their  specie.  They  will, 
therefore,  become  the  partisans  of  reducing  the  re- 
venue to  the  actual  and  necessary  expenditures  of 
the  government;  so  that  the  specie  may  flow  out  of 
the  sub-treasuries  with  a rapidity  corresponding  with 
its  influx.  Nothing  but  a large  surplus  can  serious- 
ly injure  the  banks.  This  was  demonstrated  to  me 
by  one  of  the  most  distinguished  financiers  which 
our  country  has  ever  produced,  not  himself,  I be- 
lieve, friendly  to  the  independent  treasury.  These 
treasury  drafts,  in  the  natural  course  of  business,  will 
find  their  way  either  into  the  banks  at  the  very  points 
where  our  depositaries  are  situated,  or  into  the  hands 
of  individuals  there  having  duties  to  pay  to  the  go- 
vernment. Take,  for  example,  New  York.  A 
public  creditor  receives  such  a draft  on  the  receiver 
general  in  payment  of  debt.  Will  he  carry  it  to 
New  York,  receive  payment,  and  transport  the  specie 
from  that  city?  Such  instances  will  be  rare.  He 
will  generally  deposite  it  to  his  credit  in  the  hank 
with  which  he  transacts  his  business,  wherever  that 
may  be.  This  bank,  if  not  in  New  York,  will  trans- 
mit it  for  collection  to  one  of  the  banks  there;  and 
thus  these  banks  will  draw  the  specie  from  our  de- 
positary as  rapidly  as  it  is  drawn  from  them  for  the 
payment  of  the  public  duties.  Thus  the  equilibrium 
will  be  preserved,  so  long  as  the  government  is  with- 
out a large  surplus.  In'other  instances,  these  drafts 
will  be  sought  after  and  procured  by  individuals 
having  duties  to  pay,  and  they  will  be  presented  to 
the  receivers  general,  and  accepted  by  them  instead 
of  gold  and  silver. 

1 come  now  to  another,  and  the  most  important 
portion  of  the  gentleman’s  argument.  If  the  presi- 
dent had  taken  the  senator  from  Kentucky  under  his 
umbrella,  and  wrapped  his  India-rubber  cloak  around 


him,  and  made  him  his  palinurus  to  steer  the  ship  of 
state — 

[Here  Mr.  Clay  said  this  was  not  a possible  case.] 

Mr.  Buchanan  replied  that  all  things  are  possible, 
and  wonders  will  never  cease.  I admit  that  such  an 
event  is  not  very  probable;  but,  should  it  ever  occur, 
true  as  the  needle  to  the  pole,  the  senator  would 
steer  direct  for  a national  bank.  This  is  the  sena- 
tor’s sovereign  panacea  for  regulating  the  currency 
of  the  country,  and  restraining  the  extravagance  of 
the  state  banks.  I admit  that  the  true  issue  now 
before  the  country  is  between  an  independent  trea- 
sury and  a national  bank.  “The  pet  bank”  depo- 
site system  has  been  such  an  utter  failure  that  ano- 
ther resort  to  it  cannot  be  seriously  contemplated 
by  any  considerable  portion  of  the  American  peo- 
ple. I feel  the  utmost  confidence  in  the  success  of 
the  independent  treasury,  should  the  law  be  ably  and 
efficiently  executed;  but,  should  it  fail,  the  next  ex- 
periment will  doubless  be  another  bank  of  the  United 
States. 

Waiving,  at  present,  the  constitutional  question, 
on  which  I have  often  expressed  my  opinion  before 
the  senate,  I propose  to  take  up  the  senator’s  argu- 
ment, and  prove  that  such  a bank  would  not  regu- 
late the  currency  if  it  could;  and  that  even  if  it  felt 
the  will  to  do  so,  it  would  be  entirely  destitute  of  the 
power. 

Would  such  a bank,  then,  if  it  could,  control  and 
regulate  the  loans  and  issues  of  the  state  banks?  In 
the  affairs  of  human  life,  if  you  expect  one  agent  to 
restrain  another,  you  must  render  their  interest  con- 
flicting. This  proposition  is  emphatically  true  when 
such  agents  are  banking  corporations,  intent  upon 
declaring  the  largest  possible  dividends  among  their 
stockholders.  Now,  a bank  of  the  United  States,  so 
far  from  feeling  any  interest  adverse  to  the  state 
banks,  would  have  the  very  same  inducements  with 
them  to  make  extravagant  loans  and  issues.  The 
duty  of  such  a bank  as  a regulator  of  the  currency, 
would  be  directly  at  war  with  its  interest  as  a bank- 
ing institution.  You  cannot  raise  men  above  the 
selfish  passions  of  their  nature,  by  making  them  di- 
rectors and  stockholders  in  a bank  of  the  United 
States.  When  their  interest  as  bankers  conflicts 
with  their  duty  as  regulators  of  the  currency,  the 
history  of  mankind  points  you  to  the  probable  result. 
Like  the  state  banks,  they  will  always  extend  their 
loans  and  their  issues,  whenever  they  think  they  can 
do  so  without  endangering  their  own  security.  This 
is  the  powerful  instinct  of  self-interest.  It  is  ab- 
surd, then,  to  expect  that  the  president  and  directors 
of  a bank  of  the  United  States  will  ever  become  safe 
and  efficient  regulators  of  the  currency,  in  the  very 
face  of  their  own  interest  as  stockholders.  It  would 
be  easy  for  me  to  prove,  from  historical  facts,  that 
neither  the  former  nor  the  present  bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  ever  did  exercise  a regular  and  efficient 
control  over  the  issues  of  the  state  institutions.  On 
the  contrary,  whenever  their  interest  impelled  them 
to  extend  their  own  issues,  they  have  pursued  this 
course;  and  thus,  instead  of  checking,  they  have 
given  loose  reins  to  the  state  banks.  Both  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  and  these  banks  have  thus  to- 
gether rushed  on,  and,  with  united  forces,  have  mi- 
nistered to  that  spirit  of  overtrading  and  extrava- 
gant speculation  which  has  so  often  desolated  our 
country.  Time  will  not  permit  me  to  do  more  than 
refer  to  the  vast  expansions  of  this  bank  in  1817  and 
1818,  in  1823,  in  1831,  and  in  1834.  These  pro- 
duced ruinous  contractions  and  universal  distress. 
I think  I may  affirm,  with  perfect  safety,  that  at  each 
of  these  periods,  instead  of  restraining  the  state 
banks,  it  took  the  lead.  Has  it  ever  preserved  the 
state  banking  institutions  in  a sound  condition?  Let 
Mr.  Gallatin  answer  this  question.  He  says  that 
one  hundred  and  sixty-five  of  our  banks  broke  be- 
tween 1811  and  1830;  and  during  the  greater  part 
of  this  period,  we  all  know  that  the  present  Bank 
of  the  United  States  was  in  active  existence. 

My  great  object,  however,  at  this  moment,  is  to 
prove,  from  the  present  condition  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  how  hopeless  it  is  to  expect  that  any 
similar  institution  can  ever  be  relied  upon  as  a re- 
gulator of  the  currency.  That  bank  still  exists,  if 
its  present  condition  may  be  called  existence;  and 
this  is  the  first  occasion  on  which  I have  ever  known 
the  senator  to  be  guilty  of  ungratefully  abandoning 
an  old  friend  in  the  hour  of  calamity.  Before  I 
take  my  seat,  I shall  endeavor  to  identify  the  gen- 
tleman and  his  party  with  this  institution.  “They 
were  lovely  in  life,  and  in  death  they  shall  not  be  di- 
vided.” 

It  is  said  that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  is 
now  but  a mere  state  institution.  But  is  its  charac- 
ter changed  by  changing  the  source  whence  it  de- 
rives its  charter?  Is  it  not  still  the  same  intitution 
that  it  ever  has  been,  with  the  same  capital,  the 
same  directors,  the  same  stockholders,  and,  until 
very  recently,  has  it  not  been  governed  by  the  same 


controlling  will?  Has  it  not  been  exultingly  pro- 
claimed by  its  former  president,  that  it  now  has  a 
much  better  charter  from  Pennsylvania  than  that 
which  it  had  received  from  congress?  This  is  strict- 
ly the  truth;  for  such  a charter  as  that  under  which 
it  now  exists  was  never  before  granted  to  any  bank- 
ing corporation,  either  in  England  or  this  country. 
The  United  States,  it  is  true,  ceased  to  be  a stock- 
holder, but  it  enjoyed  the  privilege  of  selling  their 
seven  millions  of  stock,  for  which  it  could  have 
procured,  and  doubtless  did  procure  a large  ad- 
vance. 

From  the  very  nature  of  things,  this  vast  mono- 
poly, with  a capital  of  $35,000,000,  could  not  have 
become  a state  institution.  A single  state,  with 
more  than  a sufficient  number  of  state  banks  already 
in  existence,  could  not  have  furnished  employment 
for  its  immense  capital.  It  would  have  starved  with- 
in such  narrow  limits. 

Did  it,  in  point  of  fact,  confine  its  operations  to 
Pennsylvania?  No,  sir;  it  aspired  to  regulate  the 
currency  and  exchanges  of  the  whole  union.  This 
was  the  high  political  duty  to  the  performance  of 
which  if  proclaimed  itself  destined.  To  tell  me  that 
this  bank  all  at  once  changed  its  character  and  be- 
came a mere  state  institution,  simply  because  it  had 
received  a charter  from  the  legislature  of  Pennsyl- 
nia,  is  to  deny  the  evidence  of  our  own  senses.  Was 
not  the  currency  issued  under  the  new  charter,  as 
well  as  that  under  the  old,  declared,  in  1836,  to  be 
the  best  currency  which  the  world  had  ever  seen? 
Did  not  the  new  notes  command  the  same  premium, 
all  over  the  union,  with  the  old  ones;  and  would 
they  not  still  continue  to  command  the  same  pre- 
mium if  it  had  not  fallen — fallen  from  its  high 
estate? 

Why,  sir,  it  became,  in  fact,  more  a bank  of  the 
United  States  after  it  received  its  Pennsylvania  char- 
ter than  it  had  ever  been  before.  It  bought  up  state 
banks  and  converted  them  into  branches  in  Louisia- 
na and  in  Georgia;  and  it  shot  out  its  branch 
agencies  over  the  whole  union.  In  New  York  it 
has  established  a branch  bank  under  their  free  bank- 
ing law. 

Since  its  new  charter,  not  content  with  the  whole 
United  States  as  the  theatre  of  its  operations,  it  has 
established  an  agency  in  England,  and  aspired  “to 
beard  the  lion  in  his  den,”  and  to  become  the  rival 
of  the  Bank  of  England  in  London  itself.  It  scorn- 
ed to  confine  itself  to  banking  operations  alone;  but 
has  invaded  the  province  of  the  merchant,  and  has 
attempted  to  monopolize  and  regulate  the  whole  cot- 
ton trade  between  Europe  and  this  country.  And 
yet  this  bank  is  now  said  to  be  a mere  Pennsylvania 
institution! 

Now,  sir,  how  has  it  succeded  in  the  task  which 
it  imposed  upon  itself — of  regulating  the  bank  issues 
and  the  foreign  and  domestic  exchanges  of  the 
union?  In  little  more  than  one  year  after  its  charter 
from  congress  had  expired,  whilst,  in  all  respects, 
it  was  under  the  same  government,  and  continued 
to  pursue  the  very  same  course  of  policy  that  it  had 
done  before,  it  became  insolvent,  and  suspended 
specie  payments  with  less  than  one  million  and  a 
half  of  gold  and  silver  in  its  vaults,  or  less  than  one 
dollar  for  twenty-three  of  its  capital,  to  meet  all  its 
immense  liabilities.  Their  amount  at  the  time  I do 
not  recollect  at  present,  nor  have  I the  means  of  as- 
certaining it  in  my  possession. 

Now,  sir,  I would  ask  the  senator,  is  there  the 
least  reason  to  believe  that,  if  this  bank  had  continu- 
ed to  be  the  depository  of  the  public  revenue  until 
May,  1837,  its  fate  would  have  been  averted,  or  that 
we  should  not  then  have  had  a general  suspension 
of  specie  payments?  Why,  sir,  the  public  deposites 
would  only  have  added  fuel  to  the  flame,  and  would 
have  tempted  the  bank  to  engage  in  still  wilder  spe- 
culations. The  overbanking  and  overtrading  of  1836, 
which  were  conducted  under  its  auspices,  would 
have  become  still  greater — the  expansion  would  have 
been  still  more  extravagant — the  bloated  credit  sys- 
tem, which  enabled  us  in  that  year  to  import  foreign 
merchandise  to  the  value  of  nearly  one  hundred  and 
ninety  millions  of  dollars,  might  have  raised  our  im- 
ports up  to  two  hundred  and  fifty  millions;  and  the 
catastrophe  which  followed  would  have  been  still 
more  dreadful. 

In  order  to  repair  its  fallen  fortunes,  true  to  the 
law  of  its  nature,  this  bank  has  since  proceeded  from 
one  extravagance  to  another,  until  it  is  now  almost 
a heap  of  ruins.  Instead  of  controlling  and  regulat- 
ing the  other  banks  of  the  country,  it  has  notorious- 
ly been  the  chief,  nay,  almost  the  only  cause  of  the 
existing  suspension  of  specie  payments.  The  glory 
of  which  its.  friends  now  boast  is,  that  it  has  been 
able  to  borrow  £800,000  sterling,  at  an  extravagant 
rate  of  interest,  from  private  bankers  in  England  to 
save  it  from  immediate  bankruptcy  and  ruin.  Alas! 
how  are  the  mighty  fallen! 

And  it  is  by  the  creation  of  another  such  institu- 
tion that  the  senator  seeks  to  regulate  the  currency 
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and  control  the  bank  issues  of  the  country!  Why, 
this  is  faith  against  fact;  speculation  against  expe- 
rience. This  would  be  to  adopt,  as  our  grand  regu- 
lator, an  institution  precisely  similar  to  that  which 
has  been  the  great  author  of  our  vast  bank  expan- 
sions and  our  bloated  credit  system;  and  which  has 
lallen  under  the  weight  of  its  own  extravagance. — 
With  all  the  experience  which  the  people  of  the 
United  States  have  had  upon  this  subject,  it  will  be 
long,  I trust,  very  long,  before  they  return  to  a 
bank  of  the  United  States. 

But  I propose  to  prove  that,  even  if  a bank  of  the 
United  States  had  the  disposition  to  restrain  the 
loans  and  issues  of  the  state  banks,  it  would  not  pos- 
sess the  power.  I suppose  a case,  for  the  sake  of 
the  argument,  which  can  scarcely  ever  exist,  be- 
cause, as  a regulator  of  the  currency,  it  would  have 
a duty  to  perform  directly  at  war  with  the  interest 
of  its  stockholders. 

The  only  mode  by  which  it  has  been  thought 
that  this  object  could  be  accomplished  was  for  the 
Bank  ot  the  United  States,  confining  its  own  busi- 
ness within  safe  and  proper  limits,  to  receive  the 
notes  of  the  state  banks  on  deposite  and  in  payment, 
and  to  call  upon  them  at  short  periods  to  pay  the 
balances  in  specie.  But  in  the  nature  of  things,  it 
would  be  impossible  for  such  a bank  to  receive  the 
notes,  and  restrain  the  over-issues  of  more  than  a 
very  few  of  the  eight  hundred  banks  which  are  now 
scattered  over  this  country.  Each  of  these  banks 
has  its  own  limited  sphere  of  circulation,  and  they 
are  not  compelled  to  receive  the  paper  of  each  other. 
In  point  of  tact  this  is  not  generally  done;  nor  could 
any  bank  of  the  United  States  be  required  to  re- 
ceive all  the  notes  which  these  eight  hundred  paper 
manufactories  are  constantly  pouring  out  upon  the 
public.  From  the  law  which  regulates  currency, 
that  which  is  the  worst  has  always  the  most  exten- 
sive circulation.  Individuals  will  always  hold  fast 
by  the  gold  and  silver,  and  pass  away  the  bank 
notes;  and  of  these  notes  they  will  pay  out  the 
doubtful,  and  preserve  those  which  are  above  sus- 
picion. No  bank  of  the  United  S ates,  however 
great  its  capital,  and  extended  its  powers,  could 
ever  reach  the  evil.  It  could  never  transact  busi- 
ness with  one  bank  in  ten,  I might  say  in  twenty', 
of  the  whole  number. 

But  it  is  vain  to  speculate  upon  this  subject. — 
Experience  is  the  best  teacher.  One  fact  is  worth 
one  hundred  arguments.  Independently  of  the  ad- 
verse experience  of  our  own  country,  the  experi- 
ment has  been  tried  by  the  Bank  of  England  under 
the  most  auspicious  circumstances,  and  it  has  ut- 
terly failed. 

The  real  capital  of  the  Bank  of  England  is  about 
seventy  millions  of  dollars,  and  it  has  ten  branches 
at  the  most  commercial  and  manufacturing  points 
of  the  kingdom.  In  1336, the  rate  of  foreign  ex- 
change was  largely  against  England.  The  specie 
of  the  bank  was,  therefore,  gradually  drawn  from 
its  vaults  for  exportation.  It  became  necessary, 
for  its  own  salvation,  that  it  should  make  a vigorous 
effort  to  diminish  the  amount  of  the  circulating  pa- 
per medium,  and  thereby  restore  the  equilibrium  of 
the  foreign  exchanges.  The  bank  credits  and  cur- 
rency of  England  had  become  so  inflated,  and,  in 
consequence,  the  prices  of  all  articles  had  advanced 
to  such  a standard,  that,  to  use  the  language  of  a 
British  statesman,  it  had  become  the  best  country' 
to  sell  in,  and  the  worst  country  to  buy  in  through- 
out the  world.  It  was  profitable,  therefore,  to  im- 
port every  foreign  production  which  could  be  ad- 
mitted to  entry,  and,  on  account  of  the  high  paper 
prices  of  their  domestic  productions,  their  exports 
were  greatly  diminished.  The  consequence  was,  a 
continued  and  ruinous  drain  of  specie  from  the  Bank 
of  England  to  adjust  the  balance  of  the  trade  against 
that  country.  The  bank  well  knew  that,  if  it  could 
limit  the  amount  of  the  paper  circulation,  it  would  re- 
duce the  price  of  their  home  productions  in  the  same 
proportion,  and  thus  render  it  profitable  for  foreign 
merchants  to  export  British  manufactures  instead  of 
specie.  For  this  purpose  it  contracted  its  loans  and 
issues,  in  the  vain  hope  that  the  joint  stock  and  pri- 
vate banks  would  be  compelled  to  follow  its  example. 
In  our  slang,  it  put  the  screws  upon  them.  What  was 
the  result  I shall  not  enter  upon  a detail  of  parti- 
culars. It  is  sufficient  to  say,  that,  as  it  contract- 
ed, the  other  banks  of  the  kingdom  expanded  their 
loans  and  their  issues;  and  that,  too,  in  a greater 
proportion  than  its  loans  and  issues  were  diminished. 
Prices  still  continued  to  rise,  and  bullion  s ill  continu- 
ed to  be  drawn  out  of  the  bank  for  exportation.  The 
utter  impotency  of  this  grand  regulator  of  the  cur- 
rency to  control  the  other  banks  and  keep  the  pa- 
per currency  of  the  kingdom  within  such  limits  as 
to  arrest  the  exportation  of  gold  ami  silver,  has  thus 
been  so  clearly  demonstrated  that  many  of  the  ablest 
British  statesmen  despair  of  accomplishing  the  ob- 
ject in  any  other  manner  than  by  restricting  the  is- 


sues of  paper  money  to  a single  bank,  and  regulating 
their  amount  by  the  agency  of  the  government. — 
Here,  then,  is  an  important  fact  incontestably  esta- 
blished. If  this  be  true — and  there  can  be  no  ques- 
tion of  its  truth — I would  ask  the  senator  how  a 
national  bank,  even  with  a capital  of  fifty  millions 
of  dollars,  could  regulate  and  restrain,  within  pro- 
per limits,  the  loans  and  issues  of  eight  hundred 
state  banks,  scattered  over  the  whole  extent  of  this 
vast  country?  The  thing  is  impossible.  It  could 
not  be  accomplished  by  such  a bank. 

And  what  is  the  condition  of  the  Bank  of  England 
at  the  present  moment?  According  to  the  testimony 
of  Mr.  Horsley  Palmer,  its  president,  given  before 
the  secret  committee  of  the  house  of  commons,  pre- 
vious to  its  recharter  in  1833,  the  principle  on  which 
it  had  proceeded  in  regulating  its  issues  was  to  keep 
as  much  coin  and  bullion  in  its  coffers  as  amounted 
to  a third  part  of  its  liabilities,  including  sums  de- 
posited as  well  as  notes  in  circulation.  Experience 
had  established  the  fact  that  this  rule  of  one  for  three 
of  circulation  and  deposites  was  the  safe  proportion. 
Its  necessities  have  compelled  it  to  depart  widely 
from  this  rule  of  its  own  creation.  Instead  of  being 
able  to  regulate  the  loans  and  issues  of  other  banks, 
it  has  w’ith  difficulty  been  able  to  save  itself.  It 
has  been  going  down  and  down,  until,  according  to 
the  last  quarterly  statement  of  its  condition  which  I 
have  seen,  it  had  not  one  pound  sterling  in  bullion 
for  seven  of  its  circulation  and  deposites.  In  this 
respect  it  is  in  a much  worse  condition  than  many 
of  the  banks  in  our  own  country.  In  order  to  save 
itself  from  utter  ruin,  British  pride  has  humbled  it- 
self so  much  that  the  Bank  of  England  became  a 
suppliant  to  that  of  France  for  a supply  of  bullion, 
which  was  graciously  though  condescendingly  grant- 
ed. This  fact  is  the  highest  evidence  which  it  is 
possible  to  present  of  the  advantages  which  a country, 
the  basis  of  whose  circulation  is  gold  and  silver,  en- 
joys over  another  country,  whose  paper  currency  is 
greatly  expanded.  The  Bank  of  England  will  pro- 
bably never  see  the  day,  under  its  present  charter, 
when  its  bullion  will  again  be  equal  to  one-third  of 
its  circulation  and  deposites.  Indeed,  one  bad  crop, 
in  its  present  condition,  would  drain  it  of  its  gold 
and  silver  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  foreign 
grain,  and  compel  it  to  suspend  specie  payments. — 
Neither  this  bank,  nor  the  bank  of  the  United  States 
can  ever  be  relied  upon  as  regulators  of  the  loans 
and  issues  of  the  other  banks  of  their  respective 
countries. 

The  senator  from  Kentucky  would  have  “a  well- 
regulated,  Bank  of  the  United  States.”  He  lays 
great  emphasis  upon  the  words  “well-regulated.” — 
Does  he  mean  to  insinuate  that  the  present  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  under  its  charter  from  congress, 
was  not  the  best  regulated  bank  which  the  world 
ever  saw?  I had  thought  that,  in  his  opinion,  this 
bank  was  perfection  itself.  The  truth,  however,  is, 
that  any  regulations  which  you  can  prescribe  in  the 
charter  of  such  an  institution  will  be  disregarded 
whenever  a powerful  interest  dictates  their  viola- 
tion. Dike  the  strong  man  in  the  Scriptures,  it  will 
snap  (he  cords  by  which  it  is  bound  as  if  they  were 
thread.  It  will  calculate  upon  violating  its  charter 
with  perfect  impunity,  because  it  well  knows  how 
unwilling  congress  would  be  to  inflict  so  much  evil 
upon  the  country  as  would  necessarily  result  from 
its  sudden  deslruction.  Once  put  such  an  institu- 
tion into  successful  operation,  and  you  can  no  longer 
regulate  its  motion  by  the  restrictions  of  its  charter. 
The  present  bank  was  ever  a lawless  institution, 
up  until  the  day  when  it  fraudulently  seized  upon 
the  entire  circulation  of  the  old  bank,  illegal  branch 
drafts  and  all,  and  compelled  congress  to  pass  a law 
making  it  a penitentiary  offence  in  its  officers  to 
reissue  these  “resurrection  notes.”  Under  its  state 
charter,  it  has  been  true  to  its  original  character. — 
Although  it  now  has  a charter  such  as  no  other 
banking  institution  ever  had,  it  has  already  been 
guilty  of  several  palpable  violations  of  ibis  charter, 
independently  of  having  twice  suspended  specie 
payments.  I shall  not  trouble  the  senate  with  the 
enumeration  of  these  violations.  It  is  now  at  the 
mercy  of  the  legislature.  It  has  pronounced  its  own 
doom  under  its  own  charter;  and  it  now  only  re- 
mains for  the  legislature  or  the  governor  to  cairy 
this  sentence  into  execution,  through  the  agency  of 
the  judicial  tribunals.  Whether  they  shall  enforce 
this  forfeiture  or  not  is  for  them  in  their  wisdom  to 
determine,  not  for  tne.  I shall  not,  in  this  place, 
attempt  to  interfere  with  their  high  and  responsible 
duties,  although  I should  consider  it  the  greatest  of 
all  bank  reforms  if  this  bank  could  be  blotted  out 
of  existence. 

The  senator  ridiculed  the  idea  that  the  establish- 
ment of  a new  bank  of  the  United  States  could  prove 
dangerous  to  civil  liberty.  Such  a bank,  with  a 
capital  of  from  fifty  to  a hundred  millions  of  dollars, 
with  branches  in  every  state  of  the  union,  directing, 
by  its  expansions  and  contractions,  when  prices 
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should  raise  and  when  they  should  fall,  would  be  a 
most  tremendous  instrument  of  irresponsible  power. 
It  would  be  a machine  much  more  formidable  than 
this  government,  even  if  the  administration  were 
as  corrupt  as  the  fancy  ofsome  gentlemen  has  paint- 
ed it.  There  is  a natural  alliance  between  wealth 
and  power.  Mr.  Randolph  once  said,  “male  and 
female  created  he  them.”  Combine  the  moneyed 
aristocracy  of  the  country,  through  the  agency  of  a 
national  bank,  with  the  administration,  and  their 
united  power  would  create  an  inflence  which  it 
would  be  almost  impossible  for  the  people  to  with- 
stand. We  should  never  again  see  these  powers  in 
hostile  array  against  each  other.  In  the  days  of 
gen.  Jackson  we  witnessed  tiie  exception,  not  the 
rule.  Give  any  president  such  a bank  as  I have 
described,  and  we  shall  hereafter  have  a most  peace- 
ful succession.  With  all  the  power  of  the  executive, 
combined  with  all  the  wealth  of  the  country,  he 
would  be  the  most  arrant  blockhead  in  the  world  if 
he  were  not  able  to  re-elect  himself  and  to  nominate 
bis  succussor.  All  the  forms  of  Ihe  constitution  might 
Still  remain.  The  people  might  still  be  deluded 
with  the  idea  that  they  elected  their  president;  but 
the  animating  spirit  of  our  free  institutions  would  be 
gone  forever.  A secret  but  all-pervading  moneyed 
influence  would  sap  the  foundations  of  liberty,  and 
render  it  an  empty  name. 

The  immense  power  of  such  an  institution  was 
manifested  in  Ihe  tremendous  efforts  which  it  made 
against  general  Jackson.  Had  he  not  enjoyed  more 
popularity  in  this  country  than  any  man  who  ever 
lived,  these  efforts  would  have  proved  irresistable. 
As  it  was,  the  conflict  was  of  the  most  portentous 
character,  and  shook  the  union  to  its  centre.  In- 
deed, the  bank  at  one  time  would,  in  all  human  pro- 
bability, have  gained  the  victory,  had  the  election  of 
president  chanced  to  have  occured  at  that  period; 
and  we  should  then  have  witnessed  the  appalling 
spectacle  of  the  triumph  ol  the  bank  over  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  the  people.  The  constitution  ol  the 
country  and  the  democratic  party  would  then  have 
been  prostrated  together. 

i On  Friday  last,  when  I very  unexpectedly  address- 
ed the  senate,  I stated  a principle  of  political  econo- 
my which  I shall  now  read  from  a book.  It  is  this: 
“That  if  you  double  the  amount  of  the  necessary  cir- 
culating medium  in  any  country,  you  thereby  double 
the  nominal  price  of  every  article.  If,  when  the 
circulating  medium  is  fifty  millions,  an  article  should 
cost  one  dollar,  it  would  cost  two  if,  without  any 
increase  of  the  uses  of  a circulating  medium,  the 
quantity  should  be  increased  to  one  hundred  mil- 
lions.” The  same  effect  would  be  produced  whe- 
ther the  circulating  medium  were  specie,  or  con- 
vertible bank  paper  mingled  with  specie.  It  is  the 
increased  quantity  of  the  medium,  not  its  character, 
which  produces  this  effect.  Of  course  I leave  out  of 
view  irredeemable  bank  paper. 

I do  not  pretend  that,  on  questions  of  political 
economy,  you  can  attain  mathematical  certainty. 
All  you  can  accomplish  is  to  approach  it  as  near  as 
possible.  The  principle  which  I have  stated  is  suf- 
ficiently near  the  truth  to  answer  iny  present  pur- 
pose. From  this  principle  I drew  an  inference  that 
the  extravagant  amount  of  our  circulating  medium, 
consisting,  in  a great  degree,  of  the  notes  thrown 
out  upon  the  community  by  eight  hundred  banks, 
was  injurious  to  our  domestic  manufactures.  In 
other  W'ords,  that  exlravagant  banking  and  domestic 
manufactures  are  directly  hostile  to  each  other. 

I did  not  understand  that  the  senator  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, (Mr.  Davis),  contested  the  general  pro- 
position that  an  increase  in  the  currency  of  any 
country,  without  any  increase  of  the  uses  of  a cir- 
culating medium,  would,  in  the  same  proportion, 
enhance  the  price  of  all  the  productions  of  lhat 
country  whose  value  was  not  regulated  by  a foreign 
demand.  He  could  not  have  contested  this  princi- 
ple. If  he  had,  all  history  and  all  experience  would 
have  been  arrayed  against  him. 

The  discovery  of  the  mines  of  South  America, 
and  the  consequent  vast  increase  of  the  precious 
metals  put  into  circulation  in  the  form  of  money, 
have  greatly  enhanced  the  nominal  price  of  all  pro- 
perty throughout  the  world.  Indeed,  it  is  now  a 
matter  of  curious  amusement  to  contrast  the  low 
prices  of  all  articles  three  centuries  ago  with  their 
present  greatly  advanced  rates.  The  Bank  of  Eng- 
land recognises  and  constantly  acts  upon  this  prin- 
ciple, though  often  without  success.  When  prices 
become  so  high,  in  consequence  of  a redundancy  of 
a paper  currency  and  bank  credits,  that  it  is  more 
profitable  to  export  the  precious  metals  from  the 
kingdom  than  its  manufactures,  this  bank  constant- 
ly diminishes  its  loans,  raises  the  rate  of  interest, 
and  reduces  its  circulation,  with  the  avowed  object 
of  reducing  prices  to  such  a standard  as  will  render 
it  more  profitable  to  export  merchandise  than  bul- 
lion. It  is  in  this  manner  that  the  bank  seeks  to  re- 
gulate the  foreign  exchanges. 
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But  why  need  we  resort  to  foreign  nations  for 
illustrations  of  the  truth  of  this  position,  when  it 
has  been  brought  home  to  the  actual  knowledge  of 
every  man  within  this  country?  Have  we  not  all 
learned,  by  bitter  experience,  that,  when  our  peri- 
odical expansions  commence,  the  price  of  all  pro- 
perty begins  to  rise?  It  goes  on  increasing  with 
the  increasing  expansion,  until  the  bubble  bursts; 
and  then  bank  accommodations  and  bank  issues  are 
contracted,  the  amount  of  the  currency  is  reduced, 
and  prices  fall  to  their  former  level.  This  is  the 
history  of  our  own  country,  and  we  all  know  it.  A 
certain  amount  of  currency  is  necessary  to  repre- 
sent the  entire  exchangeable  property  of  a country; 
and  if  this  amount  should  be  greatly  increased, 
without  a corresponding  increase  in  the  exchange- 
able productions  of  the  country,  the  only  conse- 
quence would  be  a great  enhancement  in  nominal 
nrices.  I say  nominal,  because  this  increased  price 
will  not  enable  the  man  who  receives  it  to  purchase 
more  real  property  or  more  of  the  necessaries  and 
luxuries  otTife  than  he  could  have  done  before. 

Let  me  now  recur  to  the  proposition  with  which 
I commenced;  and  I repeat  that  I do  not  pretend  to 
mathematical  accuracy  in  the  illustration  which  I 
shall  present.  The  United  States  carry  on  a trade 
with  Germany  and  France;  the  former  a hard-money 
country,  and  the  latter  approaching  it  so  nearly  as 
to  have  no  bank  notes  in  circulation  under  the  de- 
nomination of  five  hundred  francs,  or  nearly  one 
hundred  dollars.  On  the  contrary,  the  United  States 
is  emphatically  a paper  money  country,  having 
eight  hundred  banks  of  issue — all  of  them  emitting 
notes  of  a denomination  as  low  as  five  dollars,  and 
most  of  them  one,  two  and  three  dollar  notes.  For 
every  dollar  of  gold  and  silver  in  the  vaults  of  these 
banks,  they  issue  three,  four,  five  and  some  of  them 
as  high  as  ten,  and  even  fifteen  dollars  of  paper. 
This  produces  a vast  but  ever-changing  expansion 
of  the  currency;  and  a consequent  increase  of  the 
prices  of  all  articles,  the  value  of  which  is  not  re- 
gulated by  the  foreign  demand,  above  the  prices  of 
similar  articles  in  Germany  and  France.  At  parti- 
cular stages  of  our  expansions,  we  might  with  jus- 
tice apply  the  principle  which  I have  stated  to  our 
trade  with  these  countries,  and  assert  that,  from  the 
great  redundancy  of  our  currency,  articles  are  ma- 
nufactured in  France  and  Germany  for  one-half  of 
their  actual  cost  in  this  country.  Let  me  present 
an  example.  In  Germany,  where  the  currency  is 
purely  metallic,  and  the  cost  of  every  thing  is  re- 
duced to  a hard-money  standard,  a piece  of  broad- 
cloth can  be  manufacture^  for  fifty  dollars — the 
manufacture  of  which,  in  our  country,  from  the  ex- 
pansion of  our  paper  currency,  would  cost  one  hun- 
dred-dollars.  What  is  the  consequence?  The  fo- 
reign French  or  German  manufacturer  imports  this 
cloth  into  our  country,  and  sells  it  for  a hundred 
dollars.  Does  not  every  person  perceive  that  the 
redundancy  of  our  currency  is  equal  to  a premium 
of  one  hundred  per  cent,  in  favor  of  the  foreign 
manufacturer?  No  tariff  of  protection,  unless  it 
amounted  to  prohibition,  could  counteract  this  ad- 
vantage in  favor  of  foreign  manufactures.  I would 
to  Heaven  that  I could  arouse  the  attention  of  every 
manufacturer  of  the  nation  to  this  important  subject. 

The  foreign  manufacturer  will  not  receive  our 
bank  notes  in  payment.  He  will  take  nothing 
home  except  gold  and  silver  or  bills  of  exchange, 
which  are  equivalent.  He  does  not  expend  this 
money  here,  where  he  would  be  compelled  to  sup- 
port his  family,  and  to  purchase  his  labor  and  ma- 
terials at  the  same  rate  of  prices  which  he  receives 
for  his  manufactures.  On  the  contrary,  he  goes 
home,  purchases  his  labor,  his  wool,  and  all  other 
articles  which  enter  into  his  manufacture,  at  half 
their  cost  in  this  country,  and  again  returns  to  in- 
undate us  with  foreign  wollens,  and  to  ruin  our  do- 
mestic manufactures.  I might  cite  many  other 
examples;  but  this,  I trust,  will  be  sufficient  to 
draw  public  attention  to  the  subject.  This  depre- 
ciation of  our  currency  is,  therefore,  equivalent  to 
a direct  protection  granted  to  the  foreign  over  the 
domestic  manufacturer.  It  is  impossible  that  our 
manufacturers  should  be  able  to  sustain  such  an 
unequal  competition. 

Sir,  I solemnly  believe  that  if  we  could  but  re- 
duce this  inflated  paper  bubble  to  any  thing  like 
reasonable  dimensions,  New  England  would  become 
the  most  prosperous  manufacturing  country  that 
the  sun  ever  shone  upon.  Why  cannot  we  manu- 
facture goods,  and  especially  cotton  goods,  which 
will  go  into  successful  competition  with  British 
manufactures  in  foreign  markets?  Have  we  not 
the  necessary  capital?  Have  we  not  the  industry? 
Have  we  not  the  machinery?  And,  above  all,  are 
not  our  skill,  energy  and  enterprise  proverbial 
throughout  the  world?  Land  is  also  cheaper  here 
than  in  any  other  country  on  the  face  of  the  earth. 
We  posses  every  advantage  which  Providence  can 
bestow  upon  U3  for  the  manufacture  of  cotton;  but 


they  are  all  counteracted  by  the  folly  of  man.  The 
raw  material  costs  us  less  than  it  does  4-he  English, 
because  this  is  an  article  the  price  of  which  depends 
upon  foreign  markets,  and  is  not  regulated  by  our 
own  inflated  currency.  We,  therefore,  save  the 
freight  of  the  cotton  across  the  Atlantic,  and  that  of 
the  manufactured  article  on  its  return  here.  What 
is  the  reason  that  with  all  these  advantages,  and 
with  the  protective  duties,  which  our  laws  afford 
to  the  domestic  manufacturer  of  cotton,  we  cannot 
obtain  exclusive  possession  of  the  home  market, 
and  successfully  contend  for  the  markets  of  the 
world?  It  is  simply  because  we  manufacture  at  the 
nominal  prices  of  our  own  inflated  currency,  and 
are  compelled  to  sell  at  the  real  prices  of  other  na- 
tions. Reduce  our  nominal  to  the  real  standard  ot 
prices  throughout  the  world,  and  you  cover  our 
country  with  blessings  and  benefits.  1 wish  to 
Heaven  I could  speak  in  a voice  loud  enough  to  be 
heard  throughout  New  England;  because,  if  the  at- 
tention of  the  manufacturers  could  once  be  directed 
to  the  subject,  their  own  intelligence  and  native 
sagacity  would  teach  them  how  injuriously  they 
are  affected  by  our  bloated  banking  and  credit  sys- 
tem, and  would  enable  them  to  apply  the  proper 
corrective. 

What  is  the  reason  that  our  manufactures  have 
been  able  to  sustain  any  sort  of  competition,  even 
in  the  home  market,  with  those  of  British  origin? 
It  is  because  England  herself  is,  to  a great  extent, 
a paper  money  country,  though,  in  this  respect,  not 
to  be  compared  with  our  own.  From  this  very 
cause,  prices  in  England  are  much  higher  than 
they  are  upon  the  continent.  The  expense  of  liv- 
ing is  there  double  what  it  costs  in  France.  Hence, 
all  the  English  who  desire  to  nurse  their  fortunes 
by  living  cheaply,  emigrate  from  their  own  coun- 
try to  France,  or  some  other  portion  of  the  con- 
tinent. The  comparative  low  prices  of  France 
and  Germany  have  afforded  such  a stimulus  to 
their  manufactures  that  they  are  now  rapidly  ex- 
tending themselves,  and  would  obtain  possession 
in  no  small  degree,  even  of  the  English  home  mar- 
ket, if  it  were  not  for  the  protecting  duties.  Whilst 
British  manufactures  are  now  languishing,  those  of 
the  continent  are  springing  into  healthy  and  vigor- 
ous existence.  It  was  but  the  other  day  that  1 saw  an 
extract  from  an  English  paper,  which  stated  that 
whilst  the  cutlery  manufactured  in  Germany  was 
equal  in  quality  with  the  British,  it  was  so  reduced 
in  price  that  the  latter  would  have  to  abandon  the 
manufacture  altogether. 

The  senator  from  Massachusetts,  after  all  ourex- 
perience,  doubts  whether  our  currency  has  been 
inflated  beyond  the  proper  degree;  and  to  prove 
that  it  has  not  been,  he  says  that  the  rates  of  ex- 
change upon  England  have  often  been  below  par. 
This  fact  does  not  tend  to  prove  that  our  paper 
currency  is  not  inflated  at  home.  Our  foreign  ex- 
changes are  ragulated  by  the  specie  standaid  of 
the  world,  not  by  the  amount  of  our  bank  issues 
at  home;  and  whether  they  are  above  or  below 
par,  depends  upon  whether  we  are  the  debtor 
or  the  creditor  nation.  We  ought  always  to  be,  and 
would  always  be,  the  creditor  nation,  if  it  were  not 
for  our  extravagant  speculations  in  foreign  mer- 
chandise, produced  by  the  redundancy  of  our  paper 
credits  and  circulation.  Our  immense  exports  of 
cotton  ought  always  to  produce  a balance  of  trade 
in  our  favor;  and  yet  this  is  rarely  the  case.  There 
is  generally  a particular  period,  however,  in  the 
progress  of  each  one  of  our  expansions  and  con- 
tractions, when  exchange  is  in  our  favor.  This 
occurs  after  our  cotton  and  other  exports  have  paid 
the  debt  previously  contracted  to  foreign  nations; 
and  before  we  have  had  the  time  and  ability  to  get 
fairly  under  way  in  a new  career  of  extravagant 
importations.  To  say  that  this  circumstance  proves 
that  our  paper  currency  is  not  inflated,  is  an  argu- 
ment which  I cannot  understand.  It  proves  nothing 
but  that  Providence  has  provided  us  a resource  in 
our  vast  production  of  cotton,  which  enables  us  to 
repair  the  injuries  which  we  suffer  from  our  extra- 
vagant speculations.  It  does  not  touch  my  argu- 
ment to  show  the  pernicious  influence  which  our 
expanded  currency  exerts  on  our  domestic  manu- 
factures. If  it  were  not  for  this  cause,  exchanges 
would  not  only  be  occasionally,  but  always  in  our 
favor;  and  the  Bank  of  England  could  not  exercise 
that  controlling  influence  over  our  banking  institu- 
tions of  which  the  senator  from  Kentucky  so  loud- 
ly complains.  This  influence  is  derived  solely  from 
the  fact  that  we  are  almost  always  the  debtor  nation, 
as  we  must  continue  to  be,  until  our  wild  specula- 
tions shall  be  arrested. 

In  addition  to  the  reason  suggested  why  foreign 
exchange  has  sometimes  been  in  our  favor,  not- 
withstanding our  extravagant  importations,  I might 
add  another  which  has  operated  with  vast  power 
during  the  last  two  or  three  years.  This  is  the  ' 
1 immense  amount  of  money  which  several  of  the  1 


States  have  borrowed  from  England  within  thatpe- 
fiod.  This  money  constituted  a fund  on  which 
bills  were  drawn  to  a large  amount,  and  conse- 
quently reduced  the  rate  of  exchange.  The  pay- 
ment of  the  interest  on  this  debt,  particularly 
as  we  shall  probably  not  soon  increase  the  princi- 
pal, will  operate  hereafter  in  a contrary  direction, 
and  will  tend  to  raise,  not  reduce,  the  rate  of  our 
foreign  exchanges. 

But  the  senator  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Clay), 
leaves  no  stone  unturned.  He  says  that  the  friends 
of  the  independent  treasury  desire  to  establish  an 
exclusive  metallic  currency  as  the  medium  of  all 
dealings  throughout  the  union;  and  also  to  reduce 
the  wages  of  the  poor  man’s  labor  so  that  the  rich 
employer  may  be  able  to  sell  his  manufactures  at  a 
lower  price.  Now,  sir,  I deny  the  correctness  of 
both  these  propositions;  and,  in  the  first  place,  I, 
for  one,  am  not  in  favor  of  establishing  an  exclu- 
sive metallic  currency  for  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try. I desire  to  see  the  banks  greatly  reduced  in 
number,  and  would,  if  I could,  confine  their  ac- 
commodations to  such  loans  or  discounts,  for  limit- 
ed periods,  to  the  commercial,  manufaeturing  and 
trading  classes  of  the  community,  as  the  ordinary 
course  of  their  business  might  render  necessary.  I 
never  wish  to  see  farmers  and  mechanics  and  pro- 
fessional men  tempted,  by  the  facility  of  obtaining 
bank  loans  for  long  periods,  to  abandon  their  own 
proper  and  useful  and  respectable  spheres,  and 
rush  into  wild  and  extravagant  speculation.  I 
would,  if  I could,  radically  reform  the  present 
banking  system,  so  as  to  confine  it  within  such  li- 
mits as  to  prevent  future  suspensions  of  specie 
payments;  and,  without  exception,  I would  in- 
stantly deprive  each  and  every  bank  of  its  charter 
which  should  again  suspend.  Establish  these  or 
similar  reforms,  and  give  us  a real  specie  basis  for 
our  paper  circulation,  by  increasing  the  denomina- 
tion of  bank  notes  first  to  ten,  and  afterwards  to 
twenty  dollars,  and  I shall  then  be  the  friend,  not 
the  enemy  of  banks.  I know  that  the  existence 
of  banks  and  the  circulation  of  bank  paper  are 
so  identified  with  the  habits  of  our  people 
that  they  cannot  be  abolished,  even  if  this  were 
desirable.  To  reform,  and  not  to  destroy,  is  my 
motto.  To  confine  them  to  their  appropriate  bu- 
siness, and  prevent  them  from  ministering  to  the 
spirit  of  wild  and  reckless  speculation  by  extrava- 
gant loans  and  issues,  is  all  which  ought  to  be  de- 
sired. But  this  I shall  say.  If  experience  should 
prove  it  to  be  impossible  to  enjoy  the  facilities 
which  well  regulated  banks  would  afford,  without, 
at  the  same  time,  continuing  to  suffer  .the  evils 
which  the  wide  excesses  of  the  present  banks  have 
hitherto  entailed  upon  the  country,  then  I should 
consider  it  the  lesser  evil  to  abolish  them  alto- 
gether. If  the  state  legislatures  shall  now  do  their 
duty,  I do  not  believe  that  it  will  ever  become  ne- 
cessary to  decide  on  such  an  alternative. 

We  are  also  charged  by  the  senator  from  Ken- 
tucky with  a desire  to  reduce  the  wages  of  the 
poor  man’s  labor.  We  have  been  often  termed 
agrarians  on  our  side  of  the  house.  It  is  some- 
thing new  under  the  sun  to  hear  the  senator  and  his 
friends  attribute  to  us  a desire  to  elavate  the  weal- 
thy manufacturer  at  the  expense  of  the  laboring 
man  and  the  mechanic.  From  my  soul  I respect 
the  laboring  man.  Labor  is  the  foundation  of  the 
wealth  of  every  country,  and  the  free  laborers  of 
the  north  deserve  respect,  both  for  their  probity 
and  their  intelligence.  Heaven  forbid  that  I should 
do  them  wrong!  Of  all  the  countries  on  the  earth, 
we  ought  to  have  the  most  consideration  for  the 
laboring  man.  From  the  very  nature  of  our  in- 
stitutions, the  wheel  of  fortune  is  constantly  re- 
volving and  producing  such  mutations  in  property 
that  the  wealthy  man  of  to-day  may  become  the 
poor  laborer  of  to-morrow.  Truly,  wealth  often 
takes  to  itself  wings  and  flies  away.  A large 
fortune  rarely  lasts  beyond  the  third  generation, 
even  if  it  endure  so  long.  We  must  all  know  in- 
stances of  individuals  obliged  to  labor  for  their 
daily  bread  whose  grandfathers  were  men  of  for- 
tune. The  regular  process  of  society  would 
almost  seem  to  consist  of  the  efforts  of  one  class 
to  dissipate  the  fortunes  which  they  have  inherited, 
whilst  another  class,  by  their  industry  and  econo- 
my, are  regularly  rising  to  wealth.  We  have  all, 
therefore,  a common  interest,  as  it  is  our  common 
duty,  to  protect  the  rights  of  the  laboring  man; 
and,  if  I believed  for  a moment  that  this  bill  would 
prove  injurious  to  him,  it  should  meet  my  unquali- 
fied opposition. 

Although  this  bill  will  not  have  as  great  an  influ- 
ence as  I could  desire,  yet,  as  far  as  it  goes,  it  will 
benefit  the  laboring  man  as  much,  and  probably 
more,  than  any  other  class  of  society.  What  is  it 
he  ought  most  to  desire?  Constant  employment, 
'regular  wages,  and  uniform  reasonable  prices  for 
1 the  necessaries  and  comforts  of  life  which  he  re- 
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quires.  Now,  sir,  what  has  been  his  condition  un- 
der our  system  of  expansions  and  contractions? 
He  has  suffered  more  by  them  than  any  other  class 
of  society.  The  rate  of  his  wages  is  fixed  and 
know;  and  they  are  the  last  to  rise  with  the  in- 
creasing expansion,  and  the  first  to  fall  when  the 
corresponding  revulsion  occurs.  He  still  con- 
tinues to  receive  his  dollar  per  day,  whilst  the 
price  of  every  article  which  he  consumes  is  ra- 
pidly rising.  He  is  at  length  made  to  feel  that, 
although  he  nominally  earns  as  much,  or  even 
more  than  he  did  formerly,  yet,  from  the  increased 
price  of  all  the  necessaries  of  life,  he  cannot  sup- 
port his  family.  Hence  the  strikes  for  higher 
wages,  and  the  uneasy  and  excited  feelings  which 
have  at  different  periods  existed  among  the  labor- 
ing classes.  But  the  expansion  at  length  reaches 
the  exploding  point,  and  what  does  the  laboring 
man  now  suffer?  He  is  for  a season  thrown  out  of 
employment  altogether.  Our  manufactures  are 
suspended;  our  public  works  are  stopped;  our 
private  enterprises  of  different  kinds  are  abandon- 
ed; and,  whilst  others  are  able  to  weather  the 
storm,  he  can  scarcely  procure  the  means  of  bare 
subsistence. 

Again,  sir:  who  do  you  suppose,  held  the  greater 
part  of  the  worthless  paper  of  the  one  hundred  and 
sixty-five  broken  banks  to  which  I have  referred? 
Certainly  it  was  not  the  keen  and  wary  speculator, 
who  snuffs  danger  from  afar.  If  you  were  to  make 
the  search,  you  would  find  more  broken  bank  notes 
in  the  cottages  of  the  laboring  poor  than  any  where 
else.  And  these  miserable  shinplasters,  where  are 
they?  After  the  revulsion  of  1837,  laborers  were 
glad  to  obtain  employment  on  any  terms;  and  they 
often  received  it  upon  the  express  condition  that 
they  should  accept  this  worthless  trash  inpayment. 
Sir,  an  entire  suppression  of  all  bank  notes  of  a 
lower  denomination  than  the  value  of  one  week’s 
wages  of  the  laboring  man  is  absolutely  necessary 
forliis  protection.  He  ought  always  to  receive  his 
wa°"es  in  gold  and  silver.  Ot  all  men  on  the  earth, 
the°laborer  is  most  interested  in  having  a sound  and 
stable  currency. 

All  other  circumstances  being  equal,  I agreee 
with  the  senator  from  Kentucky  that  that  country 
is  most  prosperous  where  labor  commands  the  high- 
est wa^es.  I do  not,  however,  mean,  by  the  terms 
“highest  wages,”  the  greatest  nominal  amount. 
During  the  revolutionary  war,  one  day’s  work  com- 
manded a hundred  dollars  of  continental  paper;  but 
this  would  scarcely  have  purchased  a breakfast. 
The  more  proper  expression  would  be,  to  say  that 
that  country  is  most  prosperous  where  labor  com- 
mands the  greatest  reward;  where  one  day’s  labor 
will  procure,  not  the  greatest  nominal  amount  of  a 
depreciated  currency,  but  most  ot  the  necessaries 
and  comforts  of  life.  If,  therefore,  you  should,  in 
some  decree,  reduce  the  nominal  price  paid  for  la- 
bor, by  reducing  the  amount  of  your  bank  issues 
within  reasonable  and  safe  limits,  and  establishing 
a metallic  basis  for  your  paper  circulation,  would 
this  injure  the  laborer?  Certainly  not;  because  the 
piice  of  all  the  necessaries  and  comforts  of  life  are 
reduced  in  the  same  proportion,  and  he  w ill  be  able 
to  purchase  more  of  them  for  one  dollar  in  a sound 
state  of  the  currency,  than  he  could  have  done  in 
the  days  of  extravagant  expansion  for  a dollar  and  a 
quarter.  So  far  from  injuring.it  will  greatly  bene- 
fit the  laboring  man.  It  will  insure  to  him  con- 
stant employment  and  regular  prices,  paid  in  a 
sound  currency,  which, of  all  things,  he  ought  most 
to  desire;  and  it  will  save  him  from  being  involved 
in  ruin  by  a recurrence  of  those  periodical  expan- 
sions and  contractions  of  the  currency  which  have 
hitherto  convulsed  the  country. 

This  sound  state  of  the  currency  will  have  ano- 
ther most  happy  effect  upon  the  laboring  man.  He 
will  receive  his  wages  in  gold  and  silver;  and  this 
will  induce  him  to  lay  up,  for  future  use,  such  a 
portion  of  them  as  he  can  spare,  after  satisfying  bis 
immediate  wants.  This  he  will  not  do  at  present, 
because  he  knows  not  whether  the  trash  which  he 
is  now  compelled  to  receive  as  money  w'ill  continue 
to  be  of  any  value  a week  or  a month  hereafter.  A 
knowledge  of  this  fact  tends  to  banish  economy 
from  his  dwelling,  and  induces  him  to  expend  all 
his  wages  as  rapidly  as  possible,  lest  they  may  be- 
come worthless  on  his  hands. 

Sir,  the  laboring  classes  understand  this  subject 
perfectly.  It  is  the  hard-handed  and  firm-firsted 
men  of  the  country  on  whom  we  must  rely  in  the 
day  of  danger,  who  are  the  most  friendly  to  the 
passage  of  this  bill.  It  i3  they  who  are  the  most  ar- 
dently in  favor  of  infusing  into  the  currency  of  the 
country  a very  large  amount  ot  the  precious  metals. 

The  senator  has  advanced  another  position  in 
which  I am  sorry  I cannot  agree  with  him.  It  is 
this:  that  a permanent  high  rate  of  interest  is  indi- 
cative of  the  prosperity  of  any  country.  Now,  sir, 
a permanent  high  rate  of  interest  i3  conclusive  evi- 


dence of  a scarcity  of  capital,  and  is  indicative  of 
any  thing  but  prosperity.  I think,  therefore,  it 
will  puzzle  him,  with  all  his  ingenuity,  to  establish 
his  proposition.  To  render  a country  truly  pros- 
perous, capital  and  labor  must  be  so  combined  as 
each  to  receive  a fair  reward.  In  England,  when 
the  rate  of  interest  was  very  high,  the  country  was 
not  at  all  in  a flourishing  condition;  but  as  capital 
gradually  accumulated,  and  the  rate  of  interest  con- 
sequently sunk,  she  became  more  and  more  pros- 
perous, though  she  did  not  reach  her  highest  eleva- 
tion until  money  yielded  considerably  less  than  five 
per  cent.  But  this  subject  is  so  little  relevant  to 
the  question  under  discussion,  that  it  is  scarcely 
necessary  to  pursue  it.  If  it  were,  it  would  be  easy 
to  show  that  a high  rate  of  interest,  generally,  if 
not  universally,  enters  into  direct  conflict  with  the 
wages  of  labor,  which  the  senator  is  so  anxious  to 
maintain.  Suppose,  for  example,  that  it  required 
a capital  of  $20,000  to  put  and  preserve  an  iron 
manufactory  in  successful  operation.  In  one  coun- 
try the  interest  of  this  sum  at  ten  per  cent,  would 
amount  to  $2,000;  whilst  in  another  it  could  be 
procured  at  four  per  cent,  or  $800.  The  difference 
would  be  $1,200;  and,  unless  this  amount  can  be 
saved  either  by  a reduction  in  the  wages  of  labor, 
or  in  some  other  manner,  the  manufacturer  who 
pays  the  higher  rate  of  interest  cannot  endure  the 
competition.  A high  rate  of  interest  almost  always 
presses  upon  the  wages  oflabor. 

If  the  gentleman’s  theory  be  correct,  Wall  street 
must  be  a perfect  paradise  of  prosperity.  There, 
the  rate  of  interest  for  a long  time  has  been  perma- 
nently high,  varying  between  two  and  four  per  cent, 
a month j or  between  twenty-four  and  forty-eight 
per  cent,  per  annum.  Post  notes  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  have  been  discounted  freely  at 
two  per  cent,  per  month.  With  these  facts  before 
him,  JVlr.  Jefferey  would  not  now  declare,  as  the 
senator  informs  us  he  formerly  did,  “that  this  coun- 
try was  the  heaven  of  the  poor  man,  and  the  hell 
of  the  rich.”  He  might  probably  reverse  the  po- 
sition, though  it  would  be  equally  extravagant  one 
way  as  the  other.  A country  in  which  a rich  man 
can  realize  from  twenty-four  to  forty-eight  per  cent, 
for  his  money,  would  certainly  be  any  thing  but  a 
place  of  torment  for  him.  But  what  is  the  condi- 
tion of  a poor  man  in  such  a country?  When  capi- 
tal commands  such  an  extravagant  interest  to  liqui- 
date commercial  debts,  it  will  no  longer  be  used  in 
the  employment  oflabor;  and  hence  poor  men  must 
necessarily  be  thrown  out  of  employment.  Such  a 
condition  is  any  thing  but  a heaven  for  them. 

The  senator  exclaims  with  holy  horror,  “the 
Stuarts  are  still  upon  the  throne,  and  Charles  the 
second  has  succeeded  Charles  the  first.”  He  has,  I 
think,  been  very  unfortunate  in  this  historical  allu- 
sion, if  he  intended  to  compare  our  Andrew  with 
the  first  Charles.  The  enemies  of  Charles  cut  off 
his  head,  whilst  our  Andrew',  politically  speaking, 
cut  the  heads  off  all  his  enemies;  and  many  of  them 
were  in  such  terror  of  him,  that  they  dreaded  he 
might  turn  the  metaphor  into  a reality,  and  cut  off 
their  heads  in  earnest.  Charles  the  second  did  not 
succeed  Charles  the  first.  My  lord  protector  inter- 
vened. Although  he  and  the  senator  from  Ken- 
tucky are  as  different  in  other  respects  as  two  able 
and  brave  men  can  be,  yet,  whilst  he  was  speaking, 
it  struck  me  that  there  was  one  striking  point  of 
resemblance  between  them.  And  what,  sir,  do  you 
think  that  was?  My  lord  protector  always  began 
and  ended  evey  thing  as  the  senator  has  begun  and 
ended  his  speech — with  prayer.  Then,  in  regard 
to  the  second  Charles,  I have  a little  to  say.  Of 
all  men,  the  senator  ought  to  be  the  last  to  dispa- 
rage our  Martin.  I have  read  of  a great  conquered 
general,  who  always  pronounced  his  conqueror  to 
be  a very  able  and  brave  man,  because,  as  the  his- 
torian observes,  it  would  have  lessened  the  merits 
of  the  vanquished  to  have  been  overcome  by  a fool 
or  a coward.  The  senator,  in  speaking  of  Martin, 
ought  rather  to  exclaim, 

“Great  let  me  call  him,  for  he  conquered  me.” 

If,  in  addition,  the  little  magician  should  be  vic- 
torious over  the  hero  of  Tippecanoe,  in  the  great 
battle  to  be  fought  Ihe  approaching  autumn,  and  I 
have  full  faith  that  such  will  be  the  result,  then  he 
will  go  down  to  posterity  with  all  “his  blushing 
honors  thick  upon  him.” 

Thanking  the  senate  for  their  patient  attention, 
I shall  now  resume  my  seat. 
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February  20.  The  following  memorials  and  pe- 
tions  were  presented  and  referred: 

By  Mr.  Wright,  from  numerous  citizens  of  New 
York,  praying  the  passage  of  a uniform  bankrupt 
law. 

By  Mr.  While,  a joint  resolution  of  the  legisla- 
ture of  Indiana,  asking  a certain  mail  route.  Also, 


asking  for  a grant  of  land  for  the  purpose  of  estab- 
lishing an  asylum  for  the  dumb  and  the  blind. 

By  Mr.  Norvell,  from  officers  of  the  1st  regiment 
of  artillery,  asking  an  equalization  of  pay  between 
officers  of  the  line  and  staff. 

By  Mr.  Porter,  from  a meeting  of  citizens  in  Pon- 
tiac, Michigan,  signed  by  the  chairman  and  secre- 
tary, asking  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  and  in  the  territory  of  Florida; 
asking  congress,  so  far  as  it  could  exercise  the  con- 
stitutional power,  to  prohibit  domestic  slavery,  to 
admit  no  state  into  the  union  that  tolerates  slavery’, 
remonstrating  against  (he  annexation  of  Texas,  and 
asking  that  steps  may  be  taken  for  the  recognition 
of  Hayti. 

Mr.  King  would  ask  if  the  senator  was  requested 
to  present  these  papers,  for  it  seemed  to  him  that 
such  request  did  not  appear  from  what  he  had  heard 
read  of  the  papers. 

Mr.  Porter  read  the  caption  of  the  papers,  show- 
ing that  they  were  directed  to  the  representatives 
of  Michigan,  and  were  intended  for  publication. 

Mr.  King  then  moved  that  the  motion  to  receive 
lie  on  the  table. 

By  Mr.  Porter,  from  the  Farmers’  and  Mecha- 
nics’ bank  of  Michigan,  asking  that  a certain  sum 
due  the  United  Stales  might  he  divided  into  four 
equal  instalments,  &c. 

By  Mr.  Linn,  asking  for  the  services  of  a clerk 
for  the  committee  on  private  land  claims  for  a given 
time.  Agreed  to. 

By  Mr.  Walker,  asking  for  the  printing  of  500 
extra  copies  of  the  surveys  of  the  state  of  Missis- 
sippi. Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Wright , from  the  committee  on  finance,  re- 
ported the  bill  from  the  house  of  representatives, 
making  an  appropriation  for  the  payment  of  revo- 
lutionary ar.d  other  pensions,  with  an  amendment. 

By  general  consent,  this  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
read  a third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  King,  from  the  committee  on  commerce,  re- 
ported a bill  regulating  commercial  intercourse  with 
the  port  of  Cayenne,  in  the  colony  of  French  Gui- 
nea, and  to  remit  certain  duties. 

Mr.  Young , from  the  committee  on  pensions,  re- 
ported a bill  to  establish  an  additional  pension  agen- 
cy at  Springfield,  in  Illinois. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nicholas,  the  bill  extending  the 
same  privileges  to  the  claimants  of  land  in  the 
states  of  Louisiana  and  Mississippi  to  try  the  vali- 
dity of  their  claims  as  had  been  extended  to  Mis- 
souri and  Arkansas,  was  taken  up  arid  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for  Monday  two  weeks. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Norvell,  the  bill  making  ap- 
propriations of  public  lands  to  certain  states  for 
purposes  of  internal  improvements,  was  taken  up, 
and  made  the  special  order  for  this  day  two  weeks! 

The  bills  ordered  to  be  engrossed  yesterday  were 
severally  read  a third  time  and  passed,  with  the 
exception  of  that  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Ma- 
dame De  Lusser. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pierce, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  military  affairs  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  affording 
Samuel  Colt  such  aid  as  may  enable  him  to  make  fui° 
ther  experiments  in  his  late  discoveries  and  improve- 
ments in  munitions  of  war. 

The  report  of  the  select  committee  in  relation  to 
the  assumption  of  state  debts  was  now  taken  up, 
the  question  being  on  Mr.  Clay’s  motion  for  an  in-’ 
definite  postponement;  when 

Mr.  Sevier  rose  and  addressed  the  senate  at 
length  in  favor  of  the  general  principles  of  the  re- 
port. 

After  Mr.  Sevier  had  finished,  the  question  on 
the  indefinite  postponement  was  taken,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  which  resulted  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Betts,  Clay,  of  Kv.  Clayton,  Crit- 
tenden, Davis,  Dixon,  Henderson.  Merrick,  Porter, 
Prentiss,  Ruggles,  Smith,  of  Ind.  Spence,  Tallmade! 
White — 15. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benron,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Grundy, 
Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Mouton,  Nicholas, 
Pierce,  Roane,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Sturgeon,  Strange! 
Tappan,  Walker,  Wall,  Williams, Wright,  Young— 27! 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Grundy,  the  subject  was  fur- 
ther postponed  until  Monday’  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  King,  the  senate  then  took  up 
the  adverse  report  made  by  the  committed  on  In- 
dian affairs  on  the  claim  of  Jubal  B.  Hancock. 

The  claim  was  advocated  by  Messrs.  King,  Clay, 
of  Ala.  and  others,  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Sevier, 
Hubbard , Lumpkin  and  others. 

Mr  King  moved  (hat  the  report  be  re-committed 
to  the  committee,  with  instructions  to  report  a bill 
for  his  relief. 

On  this  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  demand- 
ed; when  there  appeared  for  it  9,  against  it  18. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Norvell,  the  seriate  adjourned. 

February  21.  The  chair  submitted  various  me- 
morials of  the  legislative  assembly  of  the  territory 
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of  Iowa;  which  were  referred  to  the  appropriate 
committees. 

Mr.  Wright  presented  a petition  of  citizens  of 
New  York,  praying  the  passage  of  a uniform  bank- 
rupt law;  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  on 
the  judiciary. 

Mr.  Lumpkin  presented  a memorial  of  Zachariah 
Williams,  and  Robert  W.  Williams,  praying  for  re- 
imbursement of  losses  sustained  by  the  appropria- 
tion of  their  property  to  the  uses  of  the  army  in  the 
late  Creek  war;  which  was  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee on  claims. 

Mr.  Linn,  from  the  committee  on  private  land 
claims,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  supplemen- 
tary to  an  act,  entitled  “an  act  to  amend  an  act  for 
the  appointment  of  commissioners  to  adjust  the 
claims  to  reservations  of  land  under  the  14th  article 
of  the  treaty  of  1830,  with  the  Choctaw  Indians,” 
reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Clay,  of  Ala.  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  Indian  affairs,  in  the  case  of  JubelB. 
Hancock,  was  referred  back  to  the  committee,  with 
additional  documents. 

The  resolution  submitted  some  days  since  by 
Mr.  Tappan,  so  to  amend  the  joint  rules  that  no 
claim  which  had  been  twice  reported  on  in  either 
house,  adversely,  should  again  be  presented,  was 
taken  up  and  discussed  by  Messrs.  Tappan,  Pren- 
tiss, Calhoun,  Davis,  Linn,  Mien,  Hubbard,  Strange, 
Buchanan  and  Wall;  when,  on  motion  of  the  latter, 
and  with  the  assent  of  Mr.  Tappan,  it  was  laid  on 
the  table  for  the  present. 

The  senate  then  adjourned  till  Monday  next. 

February  24.  The  following  memorials  and  pe- 
titions were  presented: 

By  the  vice  president,  from  Chauncey  Hall,  ask- 
ing the  issuing  of  a patent  for  the  discovery  of  a 
process  by  which  cast  iron  may  be  tempered. 

By  Mr.  Davis,  from  Charles  Prot,  Thomas  Rhodes 
and  others,  who  deplore  the  guilt  and  evils  of  war, 
regarding  it  as  inadequate  to  the  redress  of  national 
injuries,  and  as  likely,  in  most  cases,  to  multiply 
the  evils  it  aims  to  prevent  or  redress. 

By  Mr.  Williams,  from  citizens  of  Maine,  ask- 
ing, in  effect,  the  same  as  in  the  preceding  peti- 
tion. 

By  Mr.  Prentiss,  the  memorial  of  a military  con- 
vention, holden  in  August  last  in  Vermont,  con- 
taining a system  for  the  organization  and  discipline 
of  the  militia  of  the  United  States;  and,  also,  a 
general  plan  for  the  military  defences  of  the 
country. 

By  Mr.  Merrick,  from  the  corporate  authorities 
of  Georgetown,  asking  that  the  charter  may  be  ex- 
tended; also,  that  the  charter  of  the  Farmers  and 
Mechanics’  bank  may  be  renewed;  that  a perma- 
nent stone  bridge  may  be  erected  over  Rock  creek, 
and  remonstrating  against  any  further  obstacles  to 
their  commerce. 

By  Mr.  Sturgeon,  from  citizens  of  Philadelphia, 
three  separate  memorials,  all  asking  for  the  erec- 
tion of  a new  custom  house. 

Also,  from  citizens  of  Allegany  county,  in  rela- 
tion to  slavery.  The  motion  to  receive  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

By  Mr.  Lumpkin,  five  memorials  in  relation  to 
the  revenue. 

By  Mr.  Fulton,  from  citizens  of  Arkansas,  ask- 
ing to  locate  land  for  the  purpose  of  education. 

By  Mr.  Young,  from  the  Galena  (Illinois)  cham- 
ber of  commerce,  praying  that  Galena  may  be  made 
a port  of  entry. 

By  Mr.  Clayton , from  citizens  of  Delaware, 
against  the  use  of  bloodhounds  in  Florida. 

By  Mr.  Wright,  from  numerous  citizens  of  New 
Yoik,  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  umbrellas 
and  parasoR,  asking  that  a duty  of  25  per  centum 
be  reimnosed  on  all  imported  parasols  or  umbrel- 
las, which  had  been  taken  off  by  the  decisions  of 
the  courts. 

Also,  one  or  two  other  petitions  from  citizens  of 
New  York,  asking  congress  to  establish  a uniform 
system  of  bankrupt  law. 

By  Mr.  Tallmadge,  a memorial  of  the  same  kind, 
signed  by  240  citizens  of  New  York. 

nBy  Mr.  Webster,  from  numerous  citizens  in  rela- 
tion to  the  same. 

Mr.  W.  addressed  the  senate  at  some  length, 
showing  the  necessity  of  such  a measure,  and  the 
number  of  persons,  husbands,  fathers,  &c.  whose 
services  were,  in  a measure,  lost  to  the  country 
and  themselves  for  want  of  a bankrupt  law.  Mr. 
W.  gave  the  following  outline  of  such  a bill  as  he 
thought  would,  when  carried  out  in  detail,  embrace 
all  that  was  necessary. 

1.  That  the  circumstances  of  the  country  require 
that  congress  should  exercise  its  constitutional  power 
of  establishing  a uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  through- 
out the  United  States. 

2.  That  it  should  be  made  applicable  to  all  persons 
whatever  owing  debts  not  less  in  amount  than 
dollars,  who  shall  avow  their  insolvency,  and  by  pe- 


tition to  the  proper  tribunal  pray  for  the  benefit  of  the 
act.  These  shall  be  deemed  voluntary  bankrupts. 

3.  That  it  should  apply  compulsory  to  merchants 

and  traders,  whose  debts  to  one  or  more  creditors  shall 
amount  to  a sum  not  less  than  dollars,  and 

who  have  or  shall  fail  in  business,  or  be  apparently  in- 
solvent, or  unable  to  pay  their  debts.  Such  persons 
to  be  deemed  involuntary  bankrupts,  and  to  be  sub- 
ject to  the  provisions  of  the  act  upon  the  petition  of 
any  creditor  or  creditors  whose  debts  together  exceed 
the  sum  of  dollars. 

4.  No  voluntary  or  involuntary  bankrupt  to  be  en- 
titled to  a discharge  who  shall,  in  contemplation  of 
bankruptcy,  and  intending  to  take  the  benefit  of  the 
act,  knowingly  give  any  preference,  by  any  payment 
or  transfer  of  property,  to  any  one  or  more  of  his  cre- 
ditors, to  the  exclusion  of  his  creditors  generally. 

5.  Every  bankrupt,  surrendering  all  his  property  and 
rights  of  property  for  the  benefit  of  his  creditors,  and 
conforming  to  all  other  requisitions  of  the  act,  shall  be 
entitled  to  a full  discharge  from  all  his  debts,  and  shall 
receive  a certificate  of  discharge  from  the  proper  tribu- 
nal. But  if  he  is  guilty  of  any  fraud  or  concealment 
in  respect  to  his  property,  he  shall  not  be  entitled  to 
any  certificate;  or,  if  granted,  it  shall  be  avoided  on 
proof  of  such  fraud. 

6.  All  creditors  coming  in  and  proving  their  debts 
under  the  bankruptcy  to  be  bona  fide  debts,  to  share 
in  the  bankrupt’s  property  and  effects  pro  rata,  without 
any  preference  or  priority,  except  debts  to  the  United 
States,  which  are  first  to  be  paid. 

7.  The  district  and  circuit  courts  to  have  concurrent 
jurisdiction  in  all  matters  of  bankruptcy,  to  be  exer- 
cised summarily,  and,  for  this  purpose,  the  said  courts 
to  be  deemed  always  opened. 

8.  One  commissioner  only  to  be  appointed  in  any 
one  case,  to  act  in  bankruptcy,  on  the  proof  of  debts, 
&c.  and  one  assignee  only,  to  collect  and  administer 
the  bankrupt’s  effects.  The  commissioner  and  as- 
signee to  be  appointed  in  each  case  by  the  court,  and 
subject  at  all  times  to  its  orders  in  all  things  touching 
their  duties,  and  the  sale  and  distribution  of  the  effects. 

9.  The  proceedings  in  each  case  to  be  finally  closed 
within  two  years  from  the  time  of  the  bankruptcy,  ex- 
cept as  to  matters  which  may  be  then  pending  in  law 
or  equity;  but  the  pendency  of  any  such  suit  in  law 
or  equity  is  not  to  suspend  the  general  proceedings  in 
the  case,  nor  postpone  distribution  and  settlement,  so 
far  as  they  can  be  made 

10.  All  suits  by.  against,  or  concerning  bankrupts, 
to  be  brought  within  two  years  after  the  bankruptcy, 
and  not  afterwards,  except  on  causes  of  action  which 
shall  not  then  have  arisen.  But  all  debts  not  payable 
till  a future  day  may  be  proved  in  the  bankruptcy,  and 
paid  pro  rata,  with  proper  abatement  for  interest  or 
discount. 

11.  Any  person  proceeded  against  as  an  involuntary 
bankrupt  to  be  entitled  at  his  election,  to  trial  by  jury, 
to  ascertain  the  fact  of  such  bankruptcy. 

12.  No  person  to  be  entitled  to  a discharge  who  shall 

be  proved  to  have  lost,  within  years  before  his 

bankruptcy,  by  any  gaming,  waging,  or  betting  of  any 
kind,  whether  at  one  or  more  times,  the  sum  of 
dollars. 

13.  The  circuit  court  in  each  district  to  establish  a 
rate  of  fees  for  the  officers  of  the  circuit  court  and  dis- 
trict court,  in  all  cases  in  bankruptcy;  and  those  rates 
to  be  published. 

14.  The  act  to  continue  in  force  five  years,  and  until 
the  then  next  session  of  congress. 

Mr.  W.  was  followed  Dy  Mr.  Buchanan,  Mr. 
Tallmadge  and  Mr.  Wall,  all  friendly  to  that  great 
object. 

Mr.  Buchanan  offered  fhe  following  resolutions 
for  the  consideration  of  the  senate. 

Resolved,  That  a select  committee  be  appointed  for 
the  purpose  of  inquiring  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
posing to  the  states  such  an  amendment  to  the  federal 
constitution  as  will  secure  a larger  specie  basis  for  the 
circulation  of  the  country,  by  prohibiting  the  issue  and 
circulation  of  bank  notes  and  other  paper  currency  of 
denominations  so  low  as  to  prevent  the  circulation  of 
gold  and  silver  in  the  ordinary  transactions  of  business 
and  in  payment  of  the  wages  of  labor. 

The  report  of  the  select  committee  on  the  sub- 
ject of  assumption  of  state  debts,  was  then  taken 
up;  when,  after  Mr.  Phelps  had  addressed  the 
senate  against  the  report  and  resolutions — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crittenden,  the  subject  was 
passed  over  informally,  in  order  that  he  might  have 
an  opportunity  of  making  some  further  remarks. 

Several  bills  of  a private  nature  was  considered 
in  commitee  of  the  whole,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed. 

The  amendments  of  the  house  of  representatives 
reducing  the  salary  of  the  clerk  on  the  census  re- 
turns from  $2,000  to  $1,500,  were  concurred  in  by 
yeas  27,  nays  6 — and  then  the  senate  adjourned. 

February  25.  The  following  memorials  and  pe- 
titions were  presented  and  referred: 

By  Mr.  Buchanan,  from  a large  number  of  im- 
porting merchants  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  stat- 
ing that  formerly  the  importation  of  woollen  goods 
had  afforded  a fair  remuneration  to  importers,  but 
that  of  late  years  foreign  agencies  had  been  establish- 
ed, which  prevented  a fair  competition  by  the  ho- 
nest merchant,  and  that  woollens  were  now  sold  at 
a price  below  what  they  could  be  imported  for;  and 


that  hence  the  merchant  would  be  obliged  to  forego 
the  business.  The  memorialists  also  state  that  not 
more  than  one-eighth  of  the  business  was  done  on 
American  account,  and  they  ask  that  the  revenue 
laws  may  be  so  remodelled  as  to  afford  proper  pro- 
tection. 

Also,  twelve  memorials  from  different  sections, 
remonstrating  against  the  use  of  bloodhound  in  the 
Florida  war. 

Also,  from  a number  of  citizens  of  Philadelphia, 
praying  a revision  of  the  laws  in  relation  to  the 
transfer  of  American  vessels  abroad,  by  which  they 
allege  that  the  slave  trade  is  encouraged. 

Mr.  Knight  asked  to  be  excused  from  serving  on 
the  committee  on  revolutionary  claims.  Mr.  K. 
said  he  was  already  on  several  committees,  and  he 
found  the  duties  too  arduous,  and  asked  that  he 
might  be  excused,  and  some  younger  member,  bet- 
ter suited  to  the  task,  appointed,  and  that  the  chair 
have  the  appointment. 

The  chair  nominated  the  colleague  of  Mr.  Knight 
(Mr.  Dixon)  to  the  committee. 

Mr.  Tallmadge  presented  the  resolutions  of  the 
legislature  of  New  York,  against  the  sub-treasury 
bill;  on  which,  after  being  read,  a discussion  ensued 
between  Messrs.  Tallmadge,  Wright  and  Tappan, 
when  the  resolutions  were  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the 
table,  and  printed. 

Various  reports  were  received  from  committees 
on  private  claims. 

Mr.  Buchanan  moved  to  take  up  the  resolution 
submitted  by  him  yesterday  in  relation  to  the  cur- 
rency. 

Mr.  Webster  would  prefer  that  it  should  lie  over 
for  the  day;  in  which  Mr.  Buchanan  acquiesced. 

The  senate  held  an  executive  session,  and  then 
adjourned. 

February  26.  Mr.  Grundy  presented  the  creden- 
tials of  Mr.  Alexander  Anderson,  of  Tennessee,  who 
was  qualified  and  took  his  seat. 

The  vice  president  communirated  to  the  senate  a 
report  from  the  secretary  of  war,  in  obedience  to  a 
resolution  making  inquiry  as  to  the  number  of  mi- 
litary posts  necessary  for  the  protection  of  the  Ame- 
rican trade  in  and  about  the  Rocky  mountains. 
This  document  was  referred  to  the  select  commit- 
tee on  the  territory  of  Oregon. 

The  following  memorials  and  petitions  were  pre- 
sented and  referred: 

By  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  a joint  resolution  of 
the  legislature  of  Alabama,  proposing  the  cession 
of  the  unsold  lands  to  the  state  on  certain  condi- 
tions; and  also  to  allow  certain  settlers  who  were 
deprived  of  their  pre-emption  claims,  to  locate  lands 
acquired  under  the  Cherokee  treaty. 

By  Mr.  Tallmadge,  from  the  manufacturers  of  se- 
gars,  asking  that  such  duty  may  be  imposed  on  fo- 
reign segars  as  will  protect  the  manufacturer. 

By  Mr.  King,  joint  resolutions  of  the  legislature 
of  Alabama  touching  certain  mail  routes. 

Also,  from  the  same,  in  relation  to  the  subject  of 
claims  growing  out  of  Indian  hostilities. 

Mr.  Young,  from  the  committee  on  roads  and  ca- 
nals, made  a report  to  be  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  memorial  of  asking 

a donation  of  land  for  the  improvement  of  Iowa  and 
Cedar  rivers,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee on  the  public  lands. 

Also,  to  be  discharged  from  the  memorial  of  the 
same  place  in  relation  to  a survey  of  Skunk  river, 
and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  com- 
merce. 

Also,  adverse  reports  on  the  memorial  of  the  same 
for  a Macadamized  road. 

On  the  memorial  of  the  same,  for  construction  of 
certain  roads. 

On  the  memorial  of  the  same,  asking  the  improve- 
ment of  certain  territorial  roads. 

Mr.  Young  introduced  a bill  for  the  relief  of 
the  Mississippi  and  Rock  River  canal  company. 

The  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Buchanan  in  rela- 
tion to  the  currency  was  then  taken  up,  and,  after 
some  remarks  from  Messrs.  Webster,  Buchanan  and 
Strange,  it  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Preston,  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  report  of  the  select  committee  on  the  as- 
sumption of  the  state  debts  came  up  as  the  special 
order;  when  Mr.  Crittenden  addressed  the  senate 
at  great  length  against  the  report  and  resolutions. 

And  then  the  senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  Feb.  20.  Some  time  was  taken  up  in 
discussion  upon  the  journal  of  yesterday,  and,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Fillmore,  the  same  was  so  amended 
so  to  make  it  appear  “that  he  was  called  to  order 
whilst  reading  the  resolution.” 

Mr.  Russell  asked  [pave  to  offer  a resolution  pro- 
viding that  the  several  standing  committees  which 
had  not  yet  been  regularly  called  for  reports  should 
be  called  to  morrow,  and  that  the  said  business 
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should  have  preference  over  all  other  until  the 
whole  of  the  committees  had  been  called. 

Objection  being  made, 

Mr.  Russell  moved  a suspension  of  the  rules,  and 
asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  but 

Mr.  Fillmore,  (who  had  the  floor  on  the  propo- 
sition heretofore  introduced  by  Mr.  Campbell,  of 
South  Carolina),  from  the  committee  of  elections, 
to  have  such  printing  done  as  might  be  necessary  to 
facilitate  the  investigation  of  the  New  Jersey  con- 
tested election,  and  to  which  proposition  and  amend- 
ment, offered  by  Mr.  Cave  Johnson,  was  pending), 
said  he  foresaw  that  the  little  time  allotted  to  him 
would  be  consumed  in  debate  and  taking  yeas  and 
nays  if  he  yielded  the  floor,  and  he  insisted,  there- 
fore, on  his  right  to  proceed. 

Mr.  Graves  and  Mr.  Campbell,  of  South  Carolina, 
also  made  efforts  to  introduce  propositions,  (which 
were  not  read);  but  Mr.  F.  on  the  same  ground  de- 
clined to  yield  the  floor. 

The  question  immediately  pending,  (in  the  case 
of  the  New  Jersey  contested  election),  was  on  the 
appeal  taken  yesterday  by  Mr.  Adams  from  the 
decision  of  the  chair,  that  it  was  not  in  order  for 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  ( Mr.  Fillmore),  to 
read  to  the  house,  on  a motion  to  print,  a resolu- 
tion adopted  in  the  committee,  and  which  bad  not 
been  reported  to  the  house. 

The  appeal  was  debated  at  great  length. 

Mr.  Adams  had  taken  the  appeal,  he  said,  under 
an  absolute  necessity.  His  opinion  was,  that  the 
gentleman  had  a light  to  read  the  paper;  and,  fur- 
ther, that  any  member  had  a right  to  call  for  the 
reading  of  it.  It  was  absurd  to  call  upon  a man 
to  vote  upon  a question  of  printing  a paper,  when 
it  was  denied  to  him  to  show  what  it  contained. 
He  was  not  willing  to  grant  permission  to  a gentle- 
man to  do  that  which  he  had  a right  to  do.  Mr.  A. 
dwelt  at  much  length  on  the  importance  of  this  right 
to  the  minority — whose  rights,  he  contended,  were 
already  sufficiently  pinched  by  means  of  the  pre- 
vious question,  motions  to  lay  on  the  table,  and 
punctilious  and  captious  questions  of  order.  He 
quoted  Jefferson’s  Manual,  &c.  in  support  of  the 
appeal. 

The  appeal  was  debated  by  Messrs.  Pelrikin, 
Banks  and  Pope;  the  two  former  gentlemen  sus- 
taining, and  the  latter  opposing  the  decision  of  the 
chair. 

Mr.  Banks,  at  the  conclusion  of  his  remarks,  ask- 
ed Mr.  Adams  to  withdraw  the  appeal;  and,  before 
taking  his  seat,  moved  to  lay  the  appeal  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Adams  said  that  the  gentleman  from  Ya. 
(Mr.  Banks),  asked  him  to  withdraw  the  appeal 
without  assigning  any  reason  why  it  should  be 
withdrawn,  and  then,  instanter,  moved  to  lay  the 
appeal  on  the  table.  This  was  a fair  example  of 
ail  the  proceedings  of  the  majority  in  this  house. 

Mr.  Granger  rose  to  make  an  inquiry  of  the 
chair.  The  gentleman  from  Va.  (Mr.  -Banfcs),  had 
made  a motion,  as  Mr.  G.  understood,  to  lay  the 
appeal  on  the  table.  If  that  motion  prevailed,  would 
it  not  carry  the  resolution  with  it? 

[Cries  of  “certainly,  certainly.”] 

The  speaker  had  not  responded  to  this  inquiry, 

When  Mr.  Banks  withdrew  the  motion. 

And  the  question  recurring  on  the  appeal. 

Mr.  Briggs  addressed  the  house  at  some  length 
in  opposition  to  the  decision  of  the  chair,  urging 
that,  in  order  to  know  whether  a paper  should  be 
printed  or  not,  a member  wa3  entitled  first  to  know 
its  contents,  or  that  he  must  otherwise  vote  in  the 
dark. 

Mr.  B.  had  not  concluded  when,  the  morning 
hour  having  elapsed,  the  house,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Jones,  of  Va.  passed  to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Graves  asked  leave  at  this  time  to  have  re- 
ferred certain  documents  which  were  read  for  in- 
formation. 

Mr.  Albert  Smith  rising  and  objecting, 

Mr.  Graves  moved  a suspension  of  the  rules,  and 
asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered;  and 
being  taken,  were — yeas  118,  nays  82. 

So  the  rule  was  not  suspended,  (two-thirds  not 
voting  therefor) . 

The  house  then  took  up  the  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  the  payment  of  the  revolutionary  and 
other  pensioners  of  the  United  States  for  the  year 
1840,  which  had  been  returned  from  the  senate 
with  an  amendment  authorising  the  several  pension 
agents  to  administer  the  oaths  required  to  be  taken, 
and  to  charge  the  same  fee  as  is  allowed  to  state  of- 
ficers for  administering  similar  oaths. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones,  of  Va.  the  amendment 
was  concurred  in. 

The  business  next  in  order  was  the  bill  on  the 
speaker’s  table  making  appropriations  for  the  re- 
moval of  the  read  river  raft. 

Mr.  Beatly,  of  Penn,  was  entitled  to  the  floor; 
but,  oil  the  understanding  that  his  title  thereto) 


would  not  be  affected  if  the  subject  was  laid  over, 
he  yielded  to. 

Mr.  Sergeant,  who  moved  that  the  house  resolve 
itself  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of 
the  union,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  census 
bill. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Va.  gave  notice  that,  if  the  house 
went  into  committee,  he  should  ask  that  the  bill 
providing  for  the  reappointment  of  commissioner  of 
pensions  be  taken  up. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sergeant,  the  house  resolved 
itself  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of 
the  union,  (Mr.  Banks  in  the  chair),  on  the  census 
bill. 

And  the  bill  having  been  read  through — 

Mr.  Hubbard,  of  Alabama,  moved  an  amendment, 
the  object  of  which  was  to  add  the  number  of  lu- 
natics, Indians  and  persons  imprisoned,  to  the  other 
statistics  already  required  to  be  recorded. 

Mr.  Petrilcin  opposed  the  amendment  on  the 
ground  that  it  was  an  interference  with  what  be- 
longed to  the  state  legislatures. 

Mr.  Rice  Garland  also  opposed  it  as  unnecessary. 
He  went  into  an  explanation  of  the  reason  of  the 
imperfections  of  the  last  census  bill. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Petrilcin  objected  to  the  compensation  pro- 
posed to  be  given  to  the  person  who  was  to  super- 
intend the  operation  of  taking  the  census,  and  mov- 
ed to  reduce  his  salary  from  $ 2,000  to  $1,500; 
which,  after  a desultory  discussion,  was  agreed  to. 

He  moved  a further  reduction  in  some  other  sa- 
laries, which  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Dawson,  of  Georgia,  moved  to  increase  the 
allowance  of  the  marshals’  assistants,  by  raising  it 
one-third. 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  an  extended  debate,  in 
which  Messrs.  Dawson,  Smith,  of  Maine,  Graves, 
Smith,  ofVt.  Sergeant,  Carter,  Bond,  Walerson,  Ja- 
meson and  McClellen  took  part;  and,  during  the 
course  of  which,  the  course  and  character  of  the 
marshal  of  East  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Wood),  were 
brought  into  question — Mr.  Carter  assailing,  and 
Messrs.  Walerson  and  McClellen  defending  him. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Dawson  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Petrilcin  then  moved  a preamble  strongly  re- 
flecting on  the  conduct  of  the  last  congress  in  its 
hasty  legislation  at  the  close,  which  had  occasioned 
the  imperfections  of  the  census  bill,  and  rendered 
the  present  amendatory  bill  necessary. 

Mr.  Dawson  remonstrated  with  warmth  on  the 
gross  want  of  decorum  in  thus  attempting  to  cast 
reflections  on  the  conduct  of  another  congress,  and 
animadverted  with  much  severity  on  the  fact  that 
such  a paper  should  be  moved  by  one  ot  the  senior 
members  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Petrikin  replied  with  equal  warmth,  insisting 
on  his  right  to  pursue  the  course  he  deemed  right. 

Mr.  Dawson  disclaimed  any  thing  uncourteous 
toward  Mr.  P.  personally. 

Mr.  Wise  supported  the  views  of  Mr.  Dawson, 
and  commented  on  the  effect  of  the  degradation  of 
the  character  of  congress  in  augmenting  the  power 
of  the  executive.  He  denied  the  preamble  to  be  in 
order;  but 

The  chair  ruled  it  to  be  in  order. 

Mr.  Dromgoole  animadverted  on  the  character  of 
the  paper  as  including  the  senate  with  the  house  in 
its  censures,  and  interceded  with  Mr.  P.  to  with- 
draw it. 

Mr.  Pelrikin  manifested  great  reluctance,  but  at 
length  consented  to  withdraw  the  proposed  pream- 
ble. 

Mr.  Sergeant  moved  that  the  committee  rise  and 
report  the  bill. 

Mr.  Underwood  moved  to  amend  by  adding  an 
additional  section  to  the  bill,  changing  the  ratio  of 
representation  so  as  to  allow  one  representative  to 
every  75,000  persons. 

Mr.  R.  Garland  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
by  striking  out  75  and  inserting  60. 

Both  the  amendments  were  rejected  without  a 
count,  and  the  bill  wa3  laid  aside  to  be  reported. 

The  committee  then,  on  motion,  took  up  the  se- 
nate bill  to  continue  the  office  of  commissioner  of 
pensions  until  the  4th  of  March,  1842  and  to  trans- 
fer the  duties  of  that  officer  from  the  navy  depart- 
ment to  the  office  of  the  commissioner,  and  also  to 
transfer  one  clerk. 

After  a brief  conversation  on  the  allowance  of  the 
commissioner, 

The  committee  rose  and  reported  both  bills  to 
the  house. 

In  the  house  the  latter  bill  was  taken  up;  when 

Mr.  Proffil,  of  Indiana,  moved  to  reduce  the  sa- 
lary of  the  commissioner  from  $3,000  to  $2,500, 
and  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

When,  at  near  6 o’clock,  the  house  adjourned. 

Friday,  Feb.  21.  The  chair  announced  that  the 
question  immediately  pending  (in  the  case  of  the 
New  Jersey  contested  election)  was  on  the  appeal 


taken  by  Mr.  Adams  from  the  decision  of  the  chair, 
that  it  was  not  in  order  for  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Fillmore ] to  read  to  the  house,  on  a mo- 
tion to  print,  a resolution  adopted  in  the  committee, 
and  which  had  not  been  reported  to  the  house;  and 
that  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Briggs ] 
was  entitled  to  the  floor  on  the  appeal. 

Mr.  Casey  prevailed  on  Mr.  Briggs  to  give  way 
to  him  to  introduce  a resolution,  in  effect,  that  the 
rule  which  declares  that  within  a given  number  of 
days  after  the  commencement  of  the  session,  peti- 
tions shall  be  in  order  every  day,  be  extended  for 
ten  days  further. 

Mr.  Fillmore  (who  had  the  floor  on  the  proposi- 
tion heretofore  introduced  by  Mr.  Campbell,  of 
South  Carolina,  from  the  committee  of  elections, 
to  have  such  printing  done  as  might  be  deemed  ne- 
cessary to  facilitate  the  investigation  of  the  New 
Jersey  contested  election,  and  to  which  proposition 
an  amendment,  ottered  by  Mr.  Cave  Johnson,  was 
pending)  and  from  which  the  above  appeal  originat- 
ed, claimed  his  right  to  the  floor,  and  objected  to  the 
introduction  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Casey  moved  to  suspend  the  rules. 

Mr.  Fillmore  persisted  in  his  right  to  the  floor. 

The  speaker  said  the  gentleman  from  Illinois 
[Mr.  Casey]  had  the  right  to  make  the  motion  to 
suspend  the  rules,  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts [Mr.  Briggs ] having  yielded  him  the  floor  for 
that  purpose. 

Mr.  Fillmore  contended  that  the  gentleman  who 
yielded  the  floor  was  not  himself  entitled  to  it,  inas- 
much as  the  appeal  under  the  28th  rule  was  not  de- 
batable; and  on  that  ground  he  claimed  it. 

The  speaker  said,  from  the  reading  of  the  rule, 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  F.  ]was  right, 
and  the  question  would  be  on  the  appeal. 

Mr.  Fillmore  said  he  would  be  disposed  to  yield 
the  floor  to  any  proposition  which  would  not  give 
rise  to  debate. 

Mr.  Casey  said  his  motion  could  not  cause  debate, 
inasmuch  as  it  was  one  to  suspend  the  rules;  which 
is  not  debatable. 

Mr.  Vanderpoole  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  appeal. 

Mr.  L.  Williams  moved  a call  of  the  house  on 
which 

Mr.  Granger  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered,  and  were — yeas  72,  nays  96. 

So  the  house  refused  the  motion  for  a call. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  appeal,  viz: 
“Shall  the  decision  of  the  chair  stand  as  the  judg- 
ment of  the  house?”  and  decided,  by  yeas  and  nays, 
in  the  affirmative — yeas  99,  nays  83. 

So  tile  decision  of  the  chair  wos  sustained,  viz: 
that  Mr.  Fillmore  could  not  read  the  resolution 
passed  in  committee  without  leave  of  the  house  first 
had. 

Mr.  Russell  appealed  to  Mr.  Fillmore  to  allow 
him  to  move  a resolution  for  the  postponement  of 
the  present  subject,  and  for  the  reception  of  reports 
from  committees  during  the  residue  of  the  morning 
hour. 

Mr.  Fillmore  declined  yielding  the  floor. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson  expressed  a wish  to  modify  his 
amendment  in  reference  to  the  printing  of  papers 
before  the  committee  of  elections. 

Mr.  Fillmore  would  not  give  way  for  either  of  the 
propopositions;  when 

Mr.  Johnson  said  Mr.  F.  had  been  called  to  order, 
and  had  taken  his  seat;  an  appeal  from  the  decision 
of  the  chair  that  he  was  out  of  order  had  not  been 
sustained,  and  therefore  he  could  not,  by  the  rules, 
proceed,  if  any  member  objected. 

Mr.  Petrikin  objected  to  Mr.  Fillmore’s  proceed- 
ing. 

The  chair  said  the  gentleman  could  not  proceed, 
and  ordered  the  28th  rule  to  be  read  to  sustain  his 
opinion,  as  follows: 

“If  any  member,  in  speaking  or  otherwise,  trans- 
gress the  rules  of  the  house,  the  speaker  shall,  or 
any  member  may,  call  to  order;  in  which  case,  the 
member  so  called  to  order  shall  immediately  sit 
down,  unless  permitted  to  explain;  and  the  house 
shall,  if  appealed  to,  decide  on  the  case,  but  with- 
out debate  if  there  be  no  appeal,  the  decision  of 
the  chair  shall  be  submitted  to.  If  the  decision  be 
in  favor  of  the  member  called  to  older,  he  shall  be 
at  liberty  to  proceed;  if  otherwise,  he  shall  not  be 
permitted  to  proceed,  in  case  any  member  object, 
without  leave  of  the  house;  and,  if  the  case  re- 
quire it,  he  shall  be  liable  to  the  censure  of  the 
house.” 

Mr.  Bell  objected  to  the  construction  the  speaker 
had  given  the  rule,  and  appealed  from  the  decision 
of  the  chair. 

Mr.  Fillmore  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
appeal;  which  were  ordered. 

The  morninghour  having  expired,  Mr.  Russell 
moved  that  the  house  proceed  to  the  orders  of  tile 
day. 
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On  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded  by 
Mr.  Cave  Johnson,  and  were  ordered. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  yeas  were  91,  the 
nays  102;  so  the  house  refused  to  pass  to  the  orders 
of  the  day. 

Mr.  Rice  Garland  rose  to  order,  and  insisted  that 
as  Friday  and  Saturday  were  set  apart  for  the  con- 
sideration of  private  bills,  and  private  business 
exclusively,  to  go  on  with  the  debate  on  a resolution 
involved  a change  of  the  order  of  business,  could 
not  be  done  but  by  a vote  of  two-thirds. 

The  chair  so  deciding. 

Mr.  Holleman  took  an  appeal. 

The  question  was  debated  for  a long  time  by 
Messrs.  Garland,  Cushing,  Cave  Johnson,  Marvin, 
Clifford,  Briggs,  Dromgoole,  Evans,  Turney,  Holle- 
man and  Tillinghast,  when 

Mr.  Turney  moved  the  previous  question,  which 
being  seconded,  put,  and  carried,  and  the  main 
question  being  “Shall  the  decision  of  the  chair 
stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  house?”  it  was  de- 
cided bv  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows:  yeas  1 13  nays 
64. 

So  the  decision  of  the  chair  was  sustained. 

A number  of  private  bills  on  the  speaker’s  table 
were  then  taken  up  on  their  first  and  second  read- 
ing, and  referred  to  the  appropriate  committees. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chapman,  of  Iowa,  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  James  M.  Morgan,  together  with  a rae- 
inoral  for  the  pay  of  the  militia  of  Iowa,  called  out 
to  repel  invasion  by  the  state  of  Missouri,  was  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  military  affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Evans,  it  was  resolved  that 
when  this  house  adjourns,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on 
Monday  next. 

Some  struggle  then  ensued  (there  being  no  pri- 
vate business  yet  on  the  calender)  to  proceed  to  the 
consideration  of  various  kindsof  business. 

After  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sergeant,  the  rules 
were  suspended  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the 
act  amending  the  act  in  relation  to  the  census,  which 
had  been  reported  yesterday'  from  the  committee 
of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  with  cer- 
tain amendments,  which  were  concurred  in;  and 
the  bill  having  been  ordered  to  a third  reading  at 
this  time,  was  read  a third  time,  and  passed. 

The  house  then  took  up  the  bill  providing  for  the 
reappointment  of  the  commissioner  of  pensions, 
and  which  said  bill  had  been  reported  from  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  with 
an  amendment  (offered  by  Mr.  Profit)  reducing 
the  salary  of  the  said  commissioner  from  $>3,000  to 
$2,500  per  annum. 

After  some  further  remarks  from  Mr.  Profit,  the 
amendment  was  debated  by  Messrs.  Graves,  Gid- 
dings  and  W.  Thompson , at  much  length,  and  in  favor 
thereof. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Maine  replied  at  some  length  to 
Mr.  Graves — When  Mr.  S.  was  about  concluding, 
several  gentlemen  (some  twenty  or  thirty)  rose 
and  claimed  the  floor,  as  having  first  addressed  the 
speaker. 

The  speaker  said  that  a number  of  gentlemen  had 
addressed  the  chair  at  once,  and  before  the  gentle- 
man from  Maine  [Mr.  Smith ] had  actually  conclud- 
ed his  remarks;  and  that,  if  gentlemen  would  be 
seated,  and  take  a fair  start,  he  would  decide  who 
had  the  floor. 

The  speaker  then  gave  the  floor  to  Mr.  Davis  of 
Kentucky,  who  spoke  in  favor  of  the  amendment, 
and  had  not  concluded,  when  he  gave  way  to  a mo- 
tion for  an  adjournment,  which  prevailed. 

And  the  house  adjourned  until  12  o’clock  on  Mon- 
day next. 

Monday,  Feb.  24.  The  speaker  laid  before  the 
house  the  following  communications: 

A letter  from  the’secretary  of  the  treasury,  trans- 
mitting a communication  from  the  commissioner  of 
the  general  land  office  in  relation  to  certain  Spa- 
nish claims. 

Also,  transmitting  information  called  for  on  the 
6th  instant,  in  relation  to  expenditures  in  the  territo- 
ry of  Wisconsin. 

A letter  from  the  commissioner  of  the  general 
land  office,  communicating  information  called  for 
by  the  house  on  the  10th  instant,  touching  the  pub- 
lic lands  in  Tennessee. 

A letter  from  the  first  comptroller  of  the  treasu- 
ry, transmitting  a list  of  balances  standing  on  the 
books  of  the  revenue,  which  have  remained  unset- 
tled by  collectors  of  the  customs  and  others/  and 
which  have  been  due  more  than  three  years  prior 
to  the  30th  September,  1839. 

Mr.  Campbell,  chairman  of  the  committee  of 
elections,  asked  the  consent  of  the  house  to  offer  a 
resolution  from  that  committee. 

Objection  being  made  by  Mr.  Davies,  of  Penn- 
sylvania— 

Mr.  C.  moved  to  suspend  the  rules;  which  mo- 
tion, after  some  desultory  conversation,  was  agreed 
to  without  a count. 


Mr.  Campbell  thereupon  offered  the  following 
resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  elections  be  autho- 
rised to  send  for  persons  and  papers  in  reference  to 
the  contested  elections  from  the  third  congressional 
district  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  sixth  congressional 
district  of  Massachusetts. 

On  this  resolution  a debate  arose,  in  which  a 
number  of  members  participated,  and  several 
amendments  proposed,  but  withdrew,  when 

Mr.  Rives,  moved  the  previous  question.  Mr. 
Biddle  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  chair  said  the  main  question  would  be  on 
the  resolution. 

The  demand  for  the  previous  question  was  se- 
conded— ayes  92,  tioes  62. 

And  the  question  being  “shall  the  main  question 
be  now  put?” 

Mr.  Lewis  Williams  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays,  which  were  ordered;  and,  being  taken,  re- 
sulted as  follows— yeas  124,  nays  74. 

So  the  previous  question  was  carried. 

And  the  main  question  being  on  the  resolution, 

A division  of  the  question  was  demanded. 

The  chair,  after  some  discussion  had,  decided 
that  the  question  was  devisible;  and  it  was  divided 
accordingly. 

And  being  first  put  on  giving  power  to  the  com- 
mittee to  send  for  persons  and  papers  from  the 
third  congressional  district  of  Pennsylvania,  it  was 
decided,  by  yeas  and  nays,  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  136,  nays  50. 

It  was  then  put  on  granting  the  same  power  in 
reference  to  the  sixth  congressional  district  of 
Massachusetts,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  106,  nays  56. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  rose  and  said  he  was  in- 
structed by  the  committee  of  Ways  and  means  to 
report  a resolution  making  bill  No.  18,  being  the 
bill  to  provide  for  the  issuing  of  treasury  notes, 
the  special  order  for  Thursday  next,  after  the  hour 
of  one  o’clock. 

The  speaker  said  that  the  first  business  in  order 
was  the  call  of  the  states  for  resolutions;  and  that 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  could  only  offer  his 
resolution  by  general  consent. 

Objection  being  made — 

Mr.  Jones  moved  a suspension  of  the  rule. 

Mr.  Lewis  Williams  asked  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered. 

Some  conversation  followed  on  a point  of  order, 
when  the  question  was  taken,  and  decided  in  the 
negative — yeas  103,  nays  80. 

The  speaker  then  called  for  resolutions,  com- 
mencing in  the  reverse  order  of  the  states  and 
territories. 

A great  number  of  resolutions  were  then  offered. 

Mr.  Casey,  on  the  state  of  Illinois  being  called, 
offered  a resolution  providing  that  the  time  for  the 
presentation  of  petitions  and  memorials  be  extend- 
ed and  continued  for  four  days  from  and  after  the 
25th  inst. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  said  he  felt  constrained 
to  object. 

And,  as  the  resolution,  giving  rise  to  debate, 
must,  under  the  rule,  have  been  laid  over. 

Mr.  Casey  moved  a suspension  of  the  rule. 

On  which  motion,  Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  de- 
mand the  yea3  and  nays;  which  were  oidered. 

Mr.  Lincoln  rose  to  inquire  of  the  chair  whether, 
if  the  resolution  was  agreed  to,  the  effect  would  be 
to  continue  the  discussion  on  the  Cumberland  road? 
(This  subject,  it  will  be  recollected,  came  up  ori- 
ginally in  the  form  of  a memorial). 

The  speaker  said  he  was  of  opinion  it  would. 

And  the  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided 
in  the  negative — yeas  104,  nays  62. 

In  pursuance  of  notice  heretofore  given,  Mr. 
Stuart,  of  Illinois,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  in- 
troduce a bill  granting  pre  emption  rights  to  actual 
settlers  on  the  public  lands;  which  was  read  twice 
by  its  title,  referred  to  the  committee  on  public 
lands,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Rariden  (leave  having  been  denied)  moved 
a suspension  of  the  rule  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
up  and  considering  the  resolution  heretofore  offer- 
ed by  him. 

Mr.  Profit  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  ordered. 

And,  after  some  conversation  on  a point  of  order, 
the  question  was  taken,  and  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive— yeas  79,  nays  86. 

On  the  state  of  Kentucky  being  called, 

Mr.  Graves  (leave  having  been  denied)  moved  a 
suspension  of  the  rule  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up 
and  considering  the  resolution  offered  by  him  the 
other  day,  proposing  an  investigation,  by  the  com- 
mittee on  expenditures  in  the  post  office  depart- 
ment, in  the  case  of  Mr.  Robinson,  formerly  a 
clerk  in  that  department. 

But  the  house  refused  to  suspend  the  rule. 


It  being  now  after  4 o’clock,  Mr.  Reynolds  mov- 
ed an  adjournment;  which  motion  prevailed. 

And  the  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  Feb.  25.  The  speaker  laid  before  the 
house  the  following  communications: 

A message  of  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
in  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  house  of 
representatives  of  the  7th  instant,  communicating  a 
report  from  the  secretary  of  the  state,  containing 
all  the  information  in  possession  of  the  executive 
respecting  the  trade  to  China. 

Also,  a letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
transmitting  a report  from  the  commissioner  of  the 
general  land  office,  and  other  papers  containing  the 
information  called  for  by  the  house  on  the  10th  in- 
stant, in  relation  to  the  sales  of  public  lands  since 
the  year  1830,  and  the  quantity  of  land  unsold  which 
has  been  offered  for  sale  for  periods  of  ten,  fifteen, 
twenty,  twenty-five  and  thirty  years. 

The  speaker  having  announced  the  unfinished  bu- 
siness of  the  morning  hour,  (as  stated  hereafter,) 
and  Mr.  Tillinghast  holding  the  floor — 

Mr.  Graham,  of  North  Carolina,  asked  Mr.  T.  to 
yield  the  floor,  and  Mr.  T.  having  done  so  for  the 
moment. 

Mr.  Graham  asked  leave  to  offer  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  read  for  information: 

Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  congress  assembled, 
That  the  sum  of  three  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby,  appropriated,  out  of  any  money  in  the 
treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  commissioner  of  public 
buildings,  to  construct  two  inclined  planes  to  the  Poto- 
mac bridge,  so  as  to  facilitate  the  running  a ferry  boat 
between  the  broken  parts  of  said  bridge;  and  also  to 
hire  the  use  of  a boat  and  the  necessary  hands  to  work 
the  same,  and  transport  all  persons,  produce  and  stock, 
without  charge,  over  that  part  of  the  Potomac  river  from 
which  a portion  of  the  bridge  was  removed  and  carried 
off  by  ice  and  freshet. 

Objection  having  been  made. 

Mr.  Graham  moved  a suspension  of  the  rule,  and 
asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered;  and, 
being  taken,  were— yeas  67,  nays  91. 

So  the  house  refused  to  suspend  the  rule. 

Mr.  Russell  claimed  a similar  indulgence,  for  the 
purpose  of  enabling  him  to  submit  a resolution,  the 
purport  of  which  was  understood  to  be,  that  the  com- 
mittees should  be  called  for  reports. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson  objected  to  the  introduction  of 
the  resolution. 

The  speaker  was  understood  to  suggest  that  the 
house  would  get  along  much  faster  with  the  busi- 
ness before  it,  if  gentlemen  would  permit  the  busi- 
ness to  proceed  in  its  regular  order.  If  the  house 
could  once  get  clear  of  the  business  with  which  the 
speaker’s  table  was  now  encumbered,  much  diffi- 
culty would  probably  be  obviated.  In  that  event, 
it  would  be  competent  to-morrow  for  a majority  of 
the  house  to  go  into  committee  of  the  whole  after 
the  morning  hour,  whereas,  as  matters  now  stood, 
a vote  of  two-thirds  was  requisite  to  that  end. 

Mr.  Russell  moved  a suspension  of  the  rule;  but 

Mr.  Tillinghast  understanding  that  he  could  re- 
ceive no  assurance  that  he  should  again  have  the 
floor,  ifhe  yielded  it  now,  claimed  his  right  to  pro- 
ceed. And  he  was  about  to  do  so — 

When  Mr.  Johnston,  of  New  York,  rose  and  was 
understood  to  ask  leave  to  offer  a resolution,  which 
he  desired  might  be  read  for  information. 

Objected  to. 

The  bouse  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  unfinished  business  of  the  morning  hour — be- 
ing the  New  Jersey  contested  election. 

The  question  immediately  pending  was  on  a 
point  of  order  raised  on  a former  day,  or  an  appeal 
taken  thereon,  and  which  was  stated  from  the  chair. 

Mr.  Tillinghast  (who  was  entitled  to  the  floor) 
then  spoke  at  considerable  length  on  the  point  of 
order,  arguing  against  the  decision  of  the  chair,  and 
in  favor  of  the  appeal. 

After  which,  Mr.  Vanderpoel  rose  and  said  be  re- 
gretted exceedingly  that  his  friend  from  Pennsylva- 
nia (Mr.  Petrikin)  had  felt  himself  called  upon 
(by  a sense  of  duty,  no  doubt)  to  make  the  objec- 
tion which  had  called  forth  the  decision  on  which 
the  appeal  was  founded.  The  remedy  was  worse 
than  the  disease.  If  his  colleague  (Mr.  Fillmore) 
had  proceeded,  he  might  have  delivered  his  speech, 
and  probably  two  or  three  other  members  of  the 
committee  of  elections  might  likewise  have  done 
so),  and  by  this  time  probably  the  question  might 
have  been  taken.  Mr.  V.  did  not  know  but  that 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  might  be  techni- 
cally correct;  and,  before  making  the  motion  which 
he  (Mr.  V.)  proposed  to  make,  he  would  appeal  to 
the  gentleman  to  withdraw  the  objection  on  which 
all  these  other  difficulties  had  been  raised. 

Mr.  Petriken  declining  to  do  so. 
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Mr.  Vanderpoel  moved  the  previous  question; 
and  there  was  a second.  And  the  main  question 
was  ordered  to  be  taken. 

On  the  call  of  Mr.  Lewis  Williams,  the  original 
proceedings  in  this  matter,  as  entered  on  the  jour- 
nal, were  read,  and  also  the  resolution  and  amend- 
ment now'  pending. 

And  the  question,  “Shall  the  decision  of  the 
chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  house?”  was 
then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  (by 
yeas  and  nays,  which  had  heretofore  been  ordered): 
yeas  96,  nays  91. 

So  the  decision  of  the  chair  was  affirmed. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson  then  moved  that  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  (Mr.  Fillmore)  have  leave  to  go 
on  in  order. 

The  speaker  stated  that  a motion  to  that  effect 
had  already  been  made  by  a colleague  of  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  (Mr.  Hand). 

Mr.  Stuart,  of  Illinois,  (the  hour  having  elapsed), 
moved  that  the  house  proceed  to  the  orders  of  the 
day). 

Mr.  Vanderpoel  asked  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
W'ere  ordered. 

Some  conversation  ensued  as  to  what  would  be 
the  business  before  the  house  if  the  motion  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  orders  of  the  day  was  negatived. 

After  which,  Mr.  Stuart,  of  Illinois,  withdrew 
his  motion  to  proceed  to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Rice  Garland  renewed  the  motion. 

And  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  thereon, 
and  were  ordered. 

After  some  further  conversation  on  the  effect  of 
the  motion  as  it  regarded  the  business  before  the 
house — 

The  question  was  taken  and  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive: yeas  91,  nays  110. 

So  the  house  refused  to  pass  to  the  orders  of  the 
day. 

The  speaker  then  said  that  the  question  recurred 
on  the  motion  that  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
(Mr.  Fillmore)  have  leave  to  proceed. 

Mr.  Hand  rose  to  modify  the  motion  heretofore 
submitted  by  him,  that  his  colleague  have  leave  to 
proceed. 

Mr.  Rice  Garland  rose  to  a point  of  order.  Was 
be  to  understand  the  speaker  to  decide  that,  by  the 
refusal  of  the  house  to  proceed  to  the  orders  of  the 
day,  the  question  that  had  been  pending  thereby 
continued  to  be  the  subject  before  the  house? 

The  speaker  replied  affirmatively. 

From  this  decision  Mr.  Garland  appealed. 

And  the  question  being  on  the  appeal,  some  re- 
marks were  made  by  Mr.  Garland  against  the  de- 
cision, and  by  Mr.  Pickens  in  favor  of  it;  when  Mr. 
P.  moved  the  previous  question,  which  was  se- 
conded. 

And  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  now 
taken. 

Mr.  R.  Garland  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  ordered. 

And  the  question,  “Shall  the  decision  of  the 
chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  house?”  was 
then  taken  and  decided  in  the  affirmative;  yeas  162, 
nays  13.  So  the  decision  of  the  chair  was  affirmed. 

Mr.  Hand  now  modified  his  resolution  so  as  to 
make  it  read  that  Mr.  Fillmore  have  leave  to  pro- 
ceed; and  thereupon,  he  demanded  the  previous 
question. 

The  demand  was  sustained  by  the  house,  and  the 
previous  question  was  put  and  carried,  and  the  re- 
solution was  adopted.  So  Mr.  Fillmore  was  allowed 
to  proceed.  He  was  about  to  address  the  house, 
when  Mr.  Cave  Johnson  expressed  a desire  to  modify 
the  resolution  he  had  offered  in  relation  to  printing 
papers  before  the  committee  of  elections,  and  mo- 
dified the  amendment  so  as  to  read  thus: 

“To  report  to  this  house  such  papers  and  such  of 
their  proceedings  ns  they  may  desire  to  have  printed 
by  order  of  the  house;  and  that  they  be  instructed 
also  to  report  forthwith  which  five  of  the  ten  individu- 
als claiming  seats  from  the  state  of  New  Jersey  re- 
ceived the  greatest  number  of  votes  from  the  whole 
state  for  representatives  in  the  congress  of  the  United 
States  at  the  election  of  1838  in  said  state,  with  all  the 
evidence  of  that  fact  in  their  possession:  Provided,  that 
nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  so  construed  as  to 
prevent  or  delay  the  action  of  said  committee  in  taking 
testimony,  and  deciding  the  said  case  upon  the  merits 
of  the  election.” 

Mr.  Fillmore  said  that  he  returned  his  most  sin- 
cere thanks  to  the  house  for  the  disposition  mani- 
fested in  the  vote  which  had  just  been  given;  but 
he  must  be  permitted  to  say  that,  so  long  as  he 
should  be  honored  with  a seat  upon  that  floor,  he 
never  could  consent  to  debate  any  question  by  the 
mere  permission  of  the  house.  He  hoped  the 
house  would  not  consider  him  the  less  grateful  for 
its  kindness  because  he  could  not  consistently  avail 
himself  of  it.  He  remembered  that,  on  a certain 
occasion,  Paul  thanked  Agrippa  because  he  wa3 
permitted  to  answer  for  himself  before  him  con- 


cerning all  things  whereof  he  was  accused.  The 
permission,  in  that  case,  was  given  by  royal  prero- 
gative, and  as  an  act  of  clemency  to  a poor,  despis- 
ed, captive,  humble  Christain.  Mr.  F.  could  never 
return  such  thanks  in  this  place,  nor  consent  to 
yield  his  own  rights  and  those  of  his  constituents  by 
consenting  to  speak  on  that  floor  by  permission  of 
any  body.  He  would,  however,  avail  himself  of 
the  courtesy  which  had  been  extended  to  him  so 
far  as  to  move  an  amendment  to  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  as  now  modified, 
and  would,  on  some  other  opportunity,  if  he  should 
obtain  the  floor,  speak  to  the  subject  of  that  amend- 
ment when  he  could  speak  as  of  right  under  the 
constitution. 

He  then  moved  to  amend  Mr.  Johnson's  amend- 
ment by  striking  out  the  word  “forthwith,”  and  in- 
serting after  the  words  “greatest  number  of,”  and 
before  the  word  “votes,”  the  word  “legal;”  so  as 
to  read  “and  that  they  be  instructed  also  to  report 
which  five  of  the  ten  individuals  claiming  seats 
from  the  state  of  New  Jersey  received  the  greatest 
number  of  legal  votes.” 

Mr.  Dromgoole  asked  if  the  words  in  the  amend- 
ment, as  modified  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see, were  not  marked  as  a quotation?  and  whether 
they  were  not  taken  from  the  New  Jersey  law? 

Mr.  Fisher,  of  North  Carolina,  now  took  the 
floor,  and  went  at  large  into  a speech  in  support 
of  the  amendment,  and  in  which  he  also  entered 
into  the  constitutional  argument  of  the  right  of 
members  to  hold  seats  on  the  ground  of  legal  re- 
turns, until  their  election  could  be  looked  into, 
which  right  he  strenuously  denied.  As  Mr.  F.  ah 
luded  to  what,  he  said,  w'ould  probably  appear 
wdien  the  journal  of  the  committee’s  proceedings 
and  all  the  papers  should  come  to  be  printed — 

Mr.  Crabb  raised  a question  of  order;  which  was 
argued  by  that  gentleman,  Mr.  Bell,  Mr.  Profit, 
and  Mr.  Banks. 

When  the  chair  having  decided  that  Mr.  Fisher 
was  not  in  order — 

Mr.  Profit  objected  to  his  proceeding  without 
the  leave  of  the  house.  This  course  had  been 
pursued  with  Mr.  Fillmore  for  even  reading  a paper 
in  part,  and  he  was  for  even-handed  justice. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Connecticut, 
Mr.  Profit  consented,  however,  to  waive  his  ob- 
jection: when  it  was  immediately  renewed  by  Mr. 
Andrews. 

Mr.  Holleman  thereupon  moved  that  Mr.  Fisher 
have  leave  to  proceed:  which  was  agreed  to.  He 
was  soon  after  again  called  to  order  by  Mr.  Cooper, 
of  Pennsylvania,  for  alluding  to  the  contents  of 
papers  now  before  the  committee.  The  same  ob- 
jection was  renewed  and  reduced  to  writing  by 
Mr.  Granger-,  but  after  a desultory  conversation, 
the  chair  decided  that  as  the  papers  to  which  Mr. 
F.  had  alluded,  though  now  before  the  committee 
of  elections,  had  once  been  before  the  house,  it  was 
in  order  to  allude  to  their  contents. 

Mr.  Granger  took  an  appeal  from  this  decision, 
but,  after  some  discussion  had  taken  place,  with- 
drew it,  and  Mr.  Fisher,  proceeded  to  the  end  of  his 
speech  without  further  interruption.  He  resumed 
his  seat  about  4 o’clock. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  rose  in  reply,  and 
had  proceeded  for  some  time,  animadverting  with 
some  warmth  on  the  course  of  Mr.  Fisher  in  at- 
tacking the  conduct  of  the  committee,  when  he 
gave  way  to  a motion  for  adjournment;  but  the 
house  refused  to  adjourn:  yeas  91,  nays  94. 

Mr.  Smith  thereupon  resumed,  and  had  spoken 
for  a brief  period,  when  the  motion  to  adjourn  was 
renewed.  It  now  succeeded:  yeas  91,  nays  80. 

And  thereupon  the  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday  Feb.  26.  Mr.  C.  Johnston,  of  New 
York,  addressed  the  speaker,  and  said  that  he  rose 
from  his  seat  to  make  an  appeal  to  his  honorable 
(riend  from  Connecticut,  (Mr.  Smith),  who  was  en- 
titled to  the  floor.  He  wished  to  present  for  the 
consideration  of  the  house  two  resolutions  which 
he  regarded  of  much  importance,  not  only  as  to  the 
principles  involved  in  them,  but  to  prevent  what  he 
considered  an  unauthorised  application  of  the  mo- 
neys of  this  government. 

Mr.  Smith  consented  to  have  the  resolutions  read; 
which  were  accordingly  read  by  the  clerk,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Whereas,  it  is  alleged  that  the  clerk  of  this  house, 
without  the  authority  of  law,  or  sanction  of  the  house 
of  representatives,  did,  on  the  25th  day  of  March  and 
23d  day  of  December  last,  make  two  several  contracts, 
in  writing,  with  one  S.  D.  Langtree,  and  by  which 
contracts  said  Langtree  agreed  to  furnish  all  thesation- 
ery,  and  execute  all  the  lithographing  and  copper-plate 
engraving  which  should  be  required  for  the  26th  con- 
gress, as  may  more  fully  appear  by  referring  to  said 
contracts  respectively: 

And  vdtereas,  it  is  alleged  that,  in  pursuance  of  said 
contract  or  contracts,  said  Langtree,  (who  is  neither  a 
stationer,  lithographer,  nor  engraver),  has  furnished  and 


delivered  to  said  clerk,  for  the  use  of  the  house,  a large 
quantity  of  stationery,  and  has  presented  his  bill  for  the 
same,  amounting  to  $19,521  61;  and  that  said  stationery, 
(particularly  the  paper),  is  of  an  inferior  quality,  and  is 
charged  at  prices  equal  to  20  per  cent,  above  the  usual 
prices  of  stationery  of  the  best  quality,  and  by  which  dif- 
ference of  price  and  quality  this  government,  (if  said  bill 
is  allowed),  would  sustain  a loss  of  more  than  $4,000 
for  the  stationery  already  delivered;  and  that,  if  said 
contracts  should  be  sanctioned  by  this  house,  and  con- 
tinued in  force  during  the  26th  congress,  the  govern- 
mernment  would  be  subjected  to  a sacrifice  of  more 
than  $15,000,  arising  from  the  employment  of  another 
person  to  perform  the  duties  which  the  clerk  himself 
is  required  to  perform  by  the  resolution  of  this  house 
passed  March  3,  1827,  and  under  which  it  has  been 
the  uniform  practice  of  the  clerks  of  this  house  to  fur- 
nish the  stationery,  until  the  making  of  the  contracts 
above  referred  to:  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  clerk  of  this  house  has  no  power 
or  authority  to  make  any  prospective  contract  which 
will  require  an  application  of  moneys  out  of  the  con- 
tingent fund  of  this  house,  or  an  appropriation  by  con- 
gress to  satisfy  the  same,  without  the  express  authority 
of  this  house;  and  that  the  contracts  referred  to  in  the 
foregoing  preamble  are  wholly  inoperative  and  void. 

Resolved,  nevertheless,  that  if  the  said  Langtree  shall, 
(in  writing),  elect  to  give  up  and  cancel  the  said  two 
contracts,  then  in  that  event  the  committee  on  ac- 
counts are  hereby  authorised  to  audit  and  allow  to  him 
his  bill  for  sationery  already  delivered,  and  services 
performed,  under  said  contracts,  subject  to  such  de- 
ductions as  ought  to  be  made  therefrom  on  account  of 
the  quality  and  the  prices  charged  therefor.  And  that 
said  committee  have  power  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers. 

Mr.  Smith  replied,  that  if  it  was  the  general  wish 
of  the  house  to  act  on  the  resolutions  at  this  time, 
and  he  could  be  assured  that  by  yielding  he  should 
not  lose  the  floor,  he  would  give  way  with  pleasure. 

Mr.  J.  Garland  said  he  hoped  no  gentleman  would 
object  to  the  adoption  of  the  resolutions,  so  far  as 
they  went  to  propose  an  inquiry.  With  the  argu- 
ment in  the  resolutions  he  could  not  agree;  in  that 
he  considered  the  mover  as  wrong;  but,  as  a friend 
and  relative  of  the  clerk,  he  expressed  a hope  that 
no  one  would  object  to  the  inquiry.  The  feelings 
and  character  of  the  clerk  demanded  it. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson  objecting — 

Mr.  Smith  addressed  the  house  at  great  length  in 
opposition  to  the  amendments  of  Mr.  Cave  Johnson, 
and  Mr.  Fillmore.  He  occupied  the  floor  until  a 
quarter  past  three  o’clock. 

The  speaker  then  gave  the  floor  to  Mr.  Rives,  who 
yielded  it  for  a moment  to  enable 

Mr.  Fillmore  so  to  modify  his  amendment  as  to 
insert  the  word  “lawful”  in  lieu  of  the  word 
“legal.” 

Mr.  Rives  then  proceeded  to  address  the  house 

at  length,  in  favor  of  the  amendment  of  Mr.  C. 
Johnson,  and  in  reply  to  some  of  the  arguments  of 
Mr.  Smith.  Mr.  It.  having  concluded — • 

Mr.  Weller  submitted  some  remarks  on  the  same 
side,  in  the  course  of  which  he  was  called  to  order 
by  the  speaker,  for  pronouncing  the  speech  of  Mr. 
Smith  a reiteration  of  the  slanders  put  forth  against 
the  administration  through  the  party  press,  &c.  but 
was  allowed  to  proceed,  a motion  to  that  effect  hav- 
ing been  made  and  agreed  to. 

When  Mr.  W.  had  concluded,  the  speaker  gave 
the  floor  to 

Mr.  Crabb,  of  Alabama,  who,  in  obedience  to  the 
suggestions  of  several  gentlemen  about  him,  (and 
it  being  now  half  past  4 o’clock),  moved  an  ad- 
journment; which  motion  (yeas  79,  nays  88)  wa3 
rejected. 

Mr.  Crabb  then  proceeded  in  his  remarks,  and, 
after  some  time  expressed  himself  willing  to  give 
way  to 

Mr.  Grinnell,  who  desired  to  move  that  the  house 
adjourn. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson  rose  to  inquire  whether  the 
gentleman  from  Alabama,  (Mr.  Crabb)  had  yielded 
the  floor? 

Mr.  Crabb,  to  (Mr.  Johnson).  Do  you  want  to 
get  the  floor  to  move  the  previous  question? 

Mr.  Johnson.  I do. 

Mr.  Crabb.  Then  that  is  an  argument  which  does 
not  address  itself  to  my  mind;  and  I shall  not  yield 
the  floor. 

Mr.  Briggs  (addressing  himself  to  the  chair) 
suggested  that  the  uniform  practice  of  the  house 
had  been  that  a gentleman,  giving  way  in  the  midst 
of  his  remarks  to  a motion  for  adjournment,  retained 
his  right  to  the  floor  when  the  subject  again  came 
up. 

The  speaker  said  such  had  been  the  uniform  prac- 
tice. 

Mr.  Fillmore,  (Mr.  Crabb  yielded  for  the  pur- 
pose). Then  I move  the  house  adjourn. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  were  yeas 
79,  nays  75. 

So  the  house  adjourned. 
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Appointment.  We  find  this  paragraph  in  the  Provi- 
dence Journal:  The  honorable  Alexander  H.  Everett, 
has  been  appointed  special  envoy,  to  go  to  Cuba  and 
examine  the  charges  against  consul  Tnst. 

The  Schuylkill  bank.  The  Philadelphia  Inquirer 
says:  We  are  glad  to  learn  that  the  difficulties 

with  regard  to  the  Schuylkill  bank  direction  have 
been  adjusted;  and  that  the  directors  are  now  ac- 
tively and  industriously  occupied  in  the  discharge  of 
their  duties. 

Custom  house  seizures.  It  would  seem  that  the  laxity, 
or  dishonesty,  which  existed  during  Swartwout’s  time 
in  relation  to  passing  goods  at  the  custom  house,  has 
caused  the  present  collector  to  err  in  the  other  extreme. 
Within  the  last  eight  days,  there  have  been  nine  trials 
in  the  United  States  district  court  in  this  city,  on  goods 
seized  by  the  custom  house  for  being  invoiced  below 
their  cost,  and  in  every  one  of  them  there  was  a ver- 
dict for  the  claimants — thereby  showing  that  the  custom 
house  had  acted  erroneously  in  making  the  seizure. — 
One  of  those  cases,  which  was  tried  yesterday,  was  of 
peculiar  hardship  upon  the  importer,  and  ought  to 
make  the  collector  somewhat  more  circumspect  as  to 
what  sort  of  appraisers  he  employs. 

The  article  seized  was  leather,  imported  from  Paris, 
and  invoiced  at  1,663  francs;  out  the  custom  house  ap- 
praisers valued  it  784  francs  higher,  or  about  forty  per 
cent,  above  the  invoice  price.  On  this  appraisement 
the  custom  house  officers  seized  the  article,  and  it  was 
testified,  that  whiie  in  their  possession,  it  suffered 
damage  by  which  its  value  was  considerably  di- 
minished. When  the  question  was  brought  to  trial,  it 
was  indisputably  proved,  that  the  article  was  actually 
invoiced  rather  above  the  price  for  which  such  goods 
could  be  bought  in  Pans,  from  which  place  it  was  im- 
ported. There  was,  as  a matter  of  course,  a verdict 
ibr  the  claimant.  [N.  Y.  Jour.  Com. 

Election  of  bishop.  We  learn  that  the  reverend  Dr. 
C.  E.  Gadsden,  long  the  pious  and  esteemed  rector  of 
St.  Philip’s  church,  in  this  city,  was  yesterday  elected, 
by  the  Episcopalian  convention,  in  session  in  this  city, 
bishop  of  the  diocese  of  South  Carolina,  by  a majority 
of  one  vote  among  the  clergy,  and  of  seven  votes, 
among  the  lay  delegates,  who  were  members  of  the 
convention.  Dr.  Gadsden’s  competitor  for  the  office 
was  the  reverend  Stephen  Elliott,  the  gifted,  admired 
and  pious  professor  of  sacred  literature  in  the  South 
Carolina  college.  [ Charleston  Mercury. 

The  great  fire  in  New  Orleans.  The  following  ac- 
count from  the  New  Orleans  True  American,  are  all 
the  additional  particulars  we  received  by  the  mail  this 
morning,  of  the  great  fire  in  New  Orleans: 

True  American  Office,  Tuesday,  Feb.  11,  9 A.  M. 

St.  Louis  exchange  destroyed!  Fire  raging!  The 
St.  Louis  exchange,  with  its  magnificent  dome — cost 
$1,700,000 — is,  at  the  hour  we  write,  one  mass  of  ruins. 
The  fire  broke  out  this  morning  at  half  past  4 o’clock, 
in  the  fifth  story,  from  the  sparks  escaping  through  a 
cracked  chimney.  The  keeper  of  the  hotel  had  been 
shown  this  flaw  in  the  chimney,  it  is  said,  some  days 
ago. 

At  5 o’clock,  it  was  seen  that  the  fire  was  raging  be- 
tween the  slating  and  the  plastering,  and  that  it  could 
not  be  arrested. 

The  alarm  was  now  general,  and  the  lodgers,  many 
of  them,  barely  escaped  wilh  their  clothes,  so  rapid 
was  the  progress  of  the  flames. 

' About  6,  the  great  ball  room  fell  in  with  a tremen- 
dous crash.  At  8 o’clock,  the  lofty  dome  of  the  rotun- 
da was  on  fire,  the  flames  mounting  to  an  immense 
height. 

While  we  write,  the  buildings  on  the  opposite  side 
of  St.  Louis  street,  fronting  the  exchange,  are  begin- 
ning to  burn.  Where  the  flames  will  be  arrested  it  is 
hard  to  say. 

The  whole  cost  of  the  exchange  was  $1,700,000,  and 
it  is  under  mortgage  for  $1,400,000. 

The  Improvement  bank,  to  which  the  building  be- 
longed, has  in  circulation  some  $900,000  in  bills,  and 
scarcely  any  specie  on  hand.  The  Orleans  Insurance 
company  of  this  city,  arid  the  Phoenix,  of  London, 
have  small  risks.  There  may  be  others,  but  we  can- 
not stop  to  ascertain. 

. The  loss  of  this  building  will  prove  disastious  in  the 
extreme  to  the  1st  municipality.  The  rotunda  was  the 
most  magnificent  structure  ot  the  kind  in  the  union. 

The  correspondent  of  the  Baltimore  Patriot  says: 
That  splendid  edifice,  called  the  St.  Louis  hotel,  the 
pride  of  our  city,  the  City  Exchange,  ball  rooms,  and 
Improvement  bank,  have  just  been  totally  destroyed 
by  fire,  and  we  have  much  reason  to  fear  will  not  be  re- 
built. Insurance  only  ©250,000 — cost  $1,200,000. 

Tuesday,  Feb.  11,  9 A.  M.  fire  yet  burning. 

Another  letter  says — The  bank  saved  all  its  money 
and  books.  Both  sides  of  the  street  for  some  distance 
were  entirely  swept  with  the  flames,  and  another  (a 
government  deposite)  bank  and  extensive  buildings  are 
threatened,  and  every  effort  is  making  for  getting  the 
specie  and  papers  out  of  the  barik. 

Extract  of  another  letterdated  11th,  9 A.  M. 

“I  hasten  to  inform  you  that  our  magnificent  building, 
the  City  Exchange,  called  by  some  the  French  Ex- 
change, in  St.  Louis  street,  is  now  burning  to  ashes — 
both  sides  of  the  street  are  swept.  The  Exchange  was 
built  by  the  Improvement  bank,  and  costone  and  a half 
millions — the  bank  was  in  the  building  at  the  corner 
of  Chartres  and  St.  Louis  streets.  They  have  saved 
all  their  books  and  papers,  and  what  little  specie  they 


had.  The  Citizens’  bank  is  in  danger,  with  near 
$850,000  in  specie  in  it — $400,000  government  money. 
It  is  thought  by  those  that  have  been  up  to  the  fire,  that 
the  Citizens’  bank  will  be  saved.  I have  no  time  for 
further  particulars,  as  the  mail  is  closing.’’ 

The  five  at  Springfield,  Ohio.  We  mentioned  yester- 
day that  a fire  broke  out  in  the  town  of  Springfield, 
(Ohio),  on  the  night  of  the  14th  instant,  which  had  de- 
stroyed a considerable  part  of  the  town,  before  it  could 
be  got  under.  From  the  Springfield  Republican,  extra, 
of  February  15,  we  learn  that  the  fire  commenced  about 
7 o’clock,  P.  M.  in  a stable,  in  rear  of  the  old  post  of- 
fice. It  extended  thence  rapidly,  and  the  flames  raged 
for  four  hours,  chiefly  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  village, 
before  their  destructive  progress  could  be  stayed. 

The  following  hastily  gathered  particulars  of  losses, 
not  probably  embracing  the  whole,  are  given  in  the 
above  named  paper: 

Peter  Murray,  merchant,  loss  of  building  and  goods, 
$15,500 — insurance  in  Springfield  company  $8,000. 

J.  M.  Linn,  building,  $9.000 — insurance  in  Spring- 
field  company  $5,000. 

R.  W.  Butler  & Co.  hardware  dealers,  between 
5,000  and  $6  000 — insurance  in  Hartford  company 
$3,000.  1 

J.  G.  Nattinger,  merchant,  loss  $8,000— insurance  in 
Harford  company  $6,000. 

Mrs.  Kneefly,  confectionary,  loss  $1,700 — no  insur- 
ance. 

Whiting  & Kilbourne,  booksellers,  loss  $2,000 — in- 
surance in  Springfield  company  $2,500. 

Gallagher  &.  Halsey,  printers,  loss  $1,500 — insurance 
in  Springfield  company  $1,000. 

P.  A.  Springman,  grocer,  loss  $1,500 — no. insurance. 

Wm.  N.  Ross,  grocer,  $1,200 — no  insurance. 

L.  Rinehart,  merchant,  loss  1,000 — no  insurance. 

Dr.  Rogers’  stabling,  &c.  loss  $500. 

Mrs.  McCracken  occupied  a portion  of  Murray’s 
building  as  a boarding  house.  Her  loss  is  considerable 
— the  estimated  amount,  we  have  not  ascertained. 

Williamson  and  Mason,  Linn  and  Williamson  and 
others,  had  losses  of  $300  or  less  each. 

The  National  Road  office  was  kept  in  Murray’s 
building.  All  the  important  papers  were  saved. 

The  total  loss  is  but  little  short  of  $50,000. 

The  printing  office  of  the  Springfield  Republican  was 
consumed,  with  all  its  contents;  and  the  proprietors 
were  indebted  to  a neighboring  printer,  for  materials 
wherewith  to  issue  the  “extra.” 

Insurance  in  Prussia.  A correspondent  of  the  Cin- 
cinnati Gazette  remarks,  that  the  Prussian  monarchy 
is  perhaps  the  best  regulated  government  in  the  world. 
In  proof,  the  writer  says:  “every  attention  which  a 
wise  and  provident  government  can  bestow,  is  paid  to 
the  welfare  of  the  people.  This  is  evinced,  in  a re- 
markable degree,  by  the  lact,  that  if  a farmer’s  house 
be  brunt,  the  government  restores  it  to  the  same  condi- 
tion it  was  in  previously  to  the  burning;  a fund  being 
provided  for  that  purpose  by  a small  premium  exacted 
in  the  shape  of  tax,  on  each  house,  and  this  tax, 
though  very  small,  is  sufficient  to  cover  the  amount  of 
losses.  ” 

Iron  rails.  The  Miner’s  Journal  states  that  “Mr. 
William  Lyman  is  now  engaged  in  casting  iron  rails 
for  the  branch  road  leading  from  Greenwood  to  the 
Mount  Carbon  rail  road.  They  are  to  cost  $45  per 
ton,  and  are  undoubtedly  much  the  cheapest  rail  that 
can  be  used,  as  the  material  if  broken  is  worth  near 
its  original  cost  as  old  iron.” 

Mails.  We  regret  to  say  that  the  hopes  entertained 
of  a compromise  between  the  postmaster  general  and 
the  Baltimore  and  Philadelphia  rail  road  company,  are 
not  likely  to  be  realized-  The  following  are  the  pro- 
positions submitted  by  the  postmaster  general,  which 
we  understand  were  not  acceded  to: 

1.  That  the  company  transport  the  southern  and 
northern  mails  and  way  mails  between  Philadelphia 
and  Baltimore,  under  charge  of  agents  of  the  post 
office  department,  to  leave  Philadelphia  at  hours  to  be 
fixed  by  the  postmaster  general. 

2.  The  company  to  transporta  second  daily  mail 
and  way  mails  under  charge  of  the  conductors,  nine 
months  in  the  year,  and  as  much  longer  as  the  compa- 
ny runs  two  trains  of  passenger  cars;  this  second  mail 
to  connect  with  the  morning  mail  from  New  York;  the 
hours  in  other  respects  to  be  selected  by  the  company. 

3.  The  compensation  for  this  service  to  be  $300  a 
mile,  about  $30,000  per  annum,  with  additional  allow- 
ances for  carrying  the  mails  between  the  depots  and 
post  offices  in  the  two  cities;  the  compensation  not  to 
be  increased,  in  case  the  department  should  deem  it 
advisable  to  put  the  western  mail  on  this  route. 

The  eastern  mail  again.  A letter  from  Washington 
to  the  Baltimore  Patriot,  dated  last  evening,  says: 
“up  to  this  time,  I am  assured,  no  answer  from  the 
rail  road  company,  has  been  received  by  the  post- 
master general  in  reply  to  his  last  proposition  for  re- 
establishing the  eastern  mail  on  the  Baltimore  and 
Wilmington  route.  The  cause  of  delay  is  attributed 
to  the  severe  illness  of  the  president  of  the  road  at  Phi- 
ladelphia, through  whom  a definitive  answer  will  be 
given  the  moment  he  is  able  to  attend  to  it.  In  the 
meantime,  the  postmaster  general  while  he  is  apparent- 
ly waiting  with  the  most  philosophical  composure,  is 
busy  in  devising  ways  and  means  to  carry  out  his  de- 
signs, through  a new  steamboat  line.  Two  or  three 
contractors  are  now  here  upon  the  subject,  but  I do 
hope  soon  to  see  the  mail  restored  to  the  route  where 
it  really  ought  to  go. 
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Post  notes.  It  is  stated  that  the  current  expenses  of 
the  state  government  of  Maine  are  to  be  paid  in  post 
notes,  to  be  issued  with  the  signature  of  the  state  trea- 
sury, in  sums  of  from  $5  to  $50  payable  one  year  from 
date,  in  current  bank  bills  of  that  state. 

Paine's  bones.  Most  of  our  readers  will  doubtless  re- 
member the  to-do  that  was  made  several  years  ago, 
about  the  bones  of  Thomas  Paine,  and  their  removal 
to  England  by  William  Cobbet.  Looking  over  a late 
London  paper  we  stumbled  upon  the  following  law 
report. 

Rolls  court,  December  14.  Foxall  vs.  Cobbelt.  Mr. 
Pemberton  stated  the  particulars  of  this  case,  which 
was  originally  against  the  late  William  Cobbett,  M.  P. 
who  was  a trustee  under  a will  of  Mr.  Robert  Foxall, 
and  who  had  settled  the  trust  property  undtr  an  as- 
sumed mistake  as  to  his  powers. 

The  parties  agreeing  among  themselves  as  to  the  ar- 
rangements; and,  in  the  applies' '-on  as  to  the  cost,  the 
son  and  next  representative  of  Mr.  Cobbett  stated  that 
there  were  no  funds  of  his  father’s  to  administer  to,  the 
whole  of  the  property  coming  to  his  hands  being  a box 
of  bones!  which  he  was  anxious  to  get  rid  of  as  soon 
as  possible. 

These  bones  are  said  to  be  the  remains  of  Tom 
Paine,  the  author  of  the  “Age  of  Reason,’’  about  the 
identity  of  which  there  have  been  so  many  disputes 

States  and  merchants.  One  of  our  Marketstreet  friends 
has  handed  us  the  following  extract  of  a letter  from  a 
merchant  in  Kentucky: 

“I  am  making  every  exertion  to  provide  funds  to 
meet  my  spring  engagements — please  have  me  advised 
of  the  prospect  of  the  pork  market.  I hold  claims  on 
the  state  of  Kentucky  for  $3,800,  which  I can  transfer 
for  her  6 per  cent,  state  stock  bonds,  if  they  would  an- 
swer to  pay  my  debts  with.’’ 

They  will  “not  answer  to  pay  debts  with,”  nor  will 
the  bonds  of  Ohio,  Indiana  or  Illinois,  answer  that 
purpose;  although  these  states  will  pay  their  debts  to 
the  merchants  in  no  other  form,  and  the  latter  are  thus 
embarrassed  in  meeting  their  own  obligations  in  Phi- 
ladelphia. Some  of  the  states  above  named  have,  be- 
sides, like  Pennsylvania,  borrowed  largely  of  their 
banks,  and  thus  appropriated  also  the  mercantile  ca- 
pital. [Phil.  North  Ame. 

Steamboats.  There  are  said  to  be  700  steamboats 
employed  in  the  internal  navigation  of  the  U.  States. 

Temperence  in  Ireland.  The  rev.  Mr.  Matthew,  of 
Cork,  has  recently,  during  three  days,  according  to  the 
Limerick  Reporter,  administered  the  total  abstinence 
pledge  to  one  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  persons, 
who  flocked  into  the  city  from  the  surrouunding  coun- 
try, in  order  to  take  the  pledge  from  the  rev.  gentle- 
man. There  is  at  present  executing  by  one  manufac- 
turer in  Birmingham  an  order  for  70,000  temperance 
medals  fc.  Ireland. 

The  Susquehanna  liver.  The  rail  road  train  with 
the  passengers  from  Philadelphia  came  in  yesterday 
about  the  usual  hour.  The  river  yesterday,  at  Havre 
de  Grace,  was  high  and  continued  to  run  rapidly,  but 
there  was  very  little  ice,  and  that  mostly  in  small  pieces , 
so  that  the  passengers  to  and  from  Philadelphia  found 
no  difficulty  in  crossing. 

A large  mass,  apparently  of  framed  timber,  floated 
past  Havre  de  Grace  about  ten  o’clock  on  Wednesday 
night,  and  gave  rise  to  a rumor  that  the  bridge  at  Port 
Deposile  had  been  swept  off  by  the  ice.  A gentleman 
who  left  Havre  de  Grace  yesterday  states  that  such  was 
not  the  fact,  though  it  is  probable  that  structure  sustain- 
ed some  injury. 

We  have  accounts  from  several  points  on  the  river, 
which  we  subjoin.  The  Harrisburg  Chronicle  of  Wed- 
nesday says: — 

We  regret  to  learn  that  two  of  the  piers  of  the  new  rail 
road  bridge  across  the  Susquehanna  at  this  place  have 
been  severely  damaged  by  the  breaking  up  of  the  ice. 

The  Columbia  Courant  of  Wednesday  says: — 

The  ice  in  the  Susquehanna  river  began  to  give  way 
on  Monday  evening  last,  and  has  been  rapidly  but 
harmlessly  moving  off  since.  The  dam  across  the 
river  at  this  place  has  as  yet  received  no  damage,  and 
there  is  but  little  danger  now.  This  is  much  earlier 
than  the  ice  usually  breaks  up. 

The  Port  Deposite  Rock  of  Wednesday,  after  an- 
nouncing the  breaking  up  of  the  ice,  says — 

Huge  masses  of  ice  were  hurled  over  each  other,  by 
the  force  of  the  water,  whilst  a large  mass  finally  ap- 
proached the  shore  at  this  place,  tore  up  wharves, 
snapped  large  pieces  of  timber,  made  an  ingress  into 
the  lumber  yards  of  Messrs.  Tome,  Gilmor  and  White, 
and  injured  the  back  porch  of  the  hotel  occupied  by 
Mr.  Chamberlain.  The  bridge  at  Rock  run  has  ex- 
perienced no  injury,  and  we  are  of  opinion  that  the 
remaining  particles  of  ice,  will  pass  off  without  cre- 
ating any  additional  damage  to  our  wharves  or  town. 

[Post  of  14 Ih. 

Yellow  fever  at  Natchez.  The  Courier  of  the  3d  inst. 
presents  a full  list  of  those  persons  who  died  in  that 
unfortunate  city,  during  the  late  epidemic,  commencing 
with  the  first  reported  case,  being  the  8th  September, 
and  ending  the  28th  November,  1839,  by  which  it  ap- 
pears that  the  whole  number  of  death,  from  every  cause, 
was  235,  (180  of  which  is  reported  as  of  yellow  fever). 
During  the  months  of  September  and  October,  in  1837, 
when  there  was  four  times  the  population  in  the  ciry 
there  were  244 persons  died.  It  is  said,  however,  that, 
very  few  of  the  old  residents  died  during  the  preva- 
lence of  the  late  epidemic. 
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